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Foreword

This pamphlet containg a series of articles by Drew
Middleton, New YOrk Times correspondent, who wrote
them in London from notes he made while assigned in
Moscow. VVheh Middleton left Moscow for a vacation

in 1947 he was denied a reentry permit.
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A REPORT ON SOVIET RUSSIA

I

GGRESSIVE war by the Soviet Union is not prob-

able for at least a decade, considering the present
eondition of industry, agriculture, reconstruction and
national morale. ' :

There are many reasons for Americans to be
concerned over the Russian colossus. But the prospect
of immediate Soviet military aggression is not one of
them.

A facade of strength in terms of infantry and
armored divisions confronts us. But behind this
facade lies a nation that I am convinced would be un-
able to fight a modern war against the United States
at present or for 10 years to come.

The real Russia is a far different country from
that wonderland of modern technique and social
justice pictured by the Communists in their pro-
paganda at home and abroad. It is a vast assemblage
of many peoples and races, still suffering grievously
from the most destructive of -all wars and far from
mastering the industrial, agricultural and social ma-
chinery of modern society.

Moreover, in its rivalry with the United States,
the Soviet Union is hampered by a restrictive system.
The abounding manpower, the great fertility of the
soil and the immense resources of the country are
balanced by the failure of the system of Communist
totalitarianism to free the people and their energies.

With its restrictions on individual initiative, its
glorification of political orthodoxy over efficiency, its
waste of manpower in the army, security forces and
bureaucracy and its adherence to the uneconomic
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“device of slavé Iabor, the bresent politicai system'is

ill suited to the society, demanding development on
which it has been imposed.

To be sure, Soviet industry and agriculture are
“expanding. But that expansion, relatively slow, com-
pared to the needs of the people and the country’s
economic potential, is delayed by the totalitarian
character of the police state.

Before examining it in detail, let us look at the
Soviet society on a broad scale in the 31st year of its
life. .

Beyond all else, this is a society recovering from
the terrible shock of war.

Foreign Minister Molotov and other Soviet leaders
‘have stressed the destruction caused by the war so
often and at such length that their speeches have had
negative effect. People have grown tired of hearing
of war damage, especially since the melancholy recital
is often offered as an excuse for some departure from
international fair dealing.

Nevertheless, destruction and reconstruction ‘are
two of the most important problems in the Soviet
Union. By Premier Stalin’s estimate, it will take until
1955 to restore to the conditions of 1940 the occupied
areas of the Byelo-Russian (White Russian) and
Ukrainian republics. No one can estimate how long
it will take to replace the technicians, engineers, fore-
men and managers who perished among Russia’s
7,000,000 casualties.

Reconstruction has been slow, granted its greatest
extent. In 1946 in parts of the Donets Basin, the great
industrial area laid waste by the Germans, it appeared
as though the Germans had been gone for only three
days instead of three years.

There are many causes for the slowness of recon-
struction. But its tardiness is an important
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contributory - factor: to ' Russia’s economic weakness
today. : -

And, from the psychological point of view, it has
presented Russian workers with an excuse for lethargy
and an alibi for inefficiency. Before the war, they
say, things were better. The war has reduced us to

The difference between the reality of Soviet
industry and the flattering portrait painted by Com-
munist propagandists is great. Omne is reminded of
those papier-mache silhouettes of ' automobiles
employed by vaudeville comedians. When the con-
traption first appears on the stage with a man at the
wheel it appears to be a. finished vehicle. It is only
when it turns, revealing the comedian pedaling
furiously on a bicyecle, that its limitations are revealed.

In those areas not damaged by occupation, Soviet
industry today is disjointed and uneven. The trans-
portation system is over-worked and inadequate.
Despite all the propaganda on increased production
in the Urals and the speed of recovery jn the Donets
basin, the best foreign sources agree that in 1947 Soviet
steel production was around 15,000,000 tons, or about
1,500,000 tons more than of the United Kingdom. Steel
and coal production both are behind the target figures.
' This production is far from sufficient for Russian
demands. The Soviet Union is buying steel rails.
abroad. It is trying to buy steel tubing for oil drilling
and refining.

Per capita production in iron and steel and coal
mining fell sharply in 1946 and the first half of 1947.
It will remain low until the supply of consumer goods
is sufficient to promise the worker an incentive for
harder work and overtime.

Later we can take a -closer look. at the industrial
worker and his problems. For the present it is
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sutticient to say that remote though industrial recovery
is, it is-not as remote as prosperity for the industrial
worker. ' 1|

The Soviet Union, despite 30 years of industriali-
zation, still is largely a nation of peasants. One
problem today, just as it was in the 1920’s, is the use
of the rich Russian earth in such a way that it can
support the new industrialization.

Here we encounter another aspect of the after-
math of war. Industry needs labor. But the farms,
the prime source of labor, cannot be tapped until
industry provides the agricultural machinery that will
free peasants for urban labor. :

Agriculture in occupied areas has recovered
slowly. Even in 1947, a good deal of the plowing in
Byelo-Russia and the Ukraine took the form of hand
“labor.

However, this has been balanced by the opening
of vast new farming lands in Siberia, a general increase
in yield per aecre through scientific farming, and the
slow but steady flow of tractors to replace those
destroyed or broken down. On the whole, the
agricultural position is one of the brighter aspects in
the Soviet economy.

The abolition of rationing in the Soviet Union did
not mean what it would mean in a free economy. For
so long as the government controls the movement of
food from the fields to the processing plants, and
thence to the people, some sort of rationing will exist.
This was apparent in the last week of 1947 and the
first week of 1948 when the people of Moscow and
Kiev, to name two cities, found they were rationed by
the shopkeeper to so much bread or butter, even though
_the old system of food cards had been discontinued.

Propagandists for Communism would have you
believe that this great mass of nearly 200,000,000 peo-
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ple 18 umited and happy in its struggle for life, that the
people have no doubts and no fears, that there is a.
joyous and wholehearted acceptance of the new
revelation.

If these things are true, why is it necessary to-
maintain 20 divisions of uniformed security troops of.
the Ministry of the Interior and sequester at least
10,000,000 citizens of the Soviet Union in concentration.
camps in Siberia?

Daily inspection of the happy society will con-
. vince anyone save the Communists and their dupes
that the Soviet regime has not succeeded in eliminating
many of the ills to which our own capitalist society is:
heir.

The industrial organization still is shaken from.
the effects of the purge carrled out by the Ministry
of the Interior after extensive corruption and bribery
had been discovered.

At about the same time the government created a
new control organization charged with eliminating
corruption from the collective farm system.

In both industry and agriculture, falsification of’
production figures was widespread. As a resulf, the
new definite figures—as opposed to percentages—that
the government now reveals must be viewed with
reserve. Soviet statistics frequently are inaccurate
not only because of the effects of this falsification but
also because in a totalitarian state statistics such as
industrial production figures are the basis for internal
and external propaganda.

The Russian worker today is not in the best con-
dition to reach the goals set for him under the five-year
plan. He 1is poorly fed and poorly clothed. The
inadequacy of his housing is scandalous even in the
Soviet Union. His great efforts during the war and i
the lean years that have followed it have drained much
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-of his natural vigor. As a result, his response to the
waves of propaganda directed at him and his produc-
‘tive capacity is sluggish.

“Speed the Sowing of Grain,” “Eliminate Delays
.n Coal Production,” “Let the Workers Increase Shoe
-QOutput,” read the headlines over editorials. There is
an ammosphere of permanent. hysteria in the latter,
which emphasize the sad state of capitalist industry
while at the same time they plead with the unhappy
JRussian worker to matech its production figures.

Such ‘“‘spontaneous demonstrations’” as letters to
Premier Stalin promising more food, more coal, more
dumber from selected groups of workers seem to have
little effect. The local party leaders shout, the news-
papers plead for more of this or more of that, but Ivan
continues to go through the motions. He is sated with
propaganda and appeals.

Russians, in answer, point out that the Commumst
party, leading as it does a vast group of inexperienced
workers, must resort to such tactics.

“In the United States workers understand the
mecessity of steel production,” a factory manager said.
“*Here we must lead them.”

In the Soviet Union, one encounters considerable
-dissatisfaction with the economic consequences of
Communism but very little over the repression of in-
.dividual liberties.

There are two reasons for this:

~ The first is that these liberties never have been a
“fundamental part of life in Russia. Only a few of the
€lderly remember that men once conspired, fought and
died to bring liberties to the country.

The second is that for 30 years a propaganda
-gystem in complete control of all means of communica-
tion has told the people that they do enjoy these
liberties. Since facts about the outside world are
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almost totally lacking, the generations that have grown
-up since the revolution tend to accept the propa--
grandists’ assurances.

There is, on the other hand, widespread grumbling:
over shortages of food, clothing, furniture, transporta-
tion and, above all, housing.

During the elections a favorite joke in Moscow
expressed this dissatisfaction. At question time during
& political meeting an old man is supposed to -have
asked: “Have we achieved socialism yet, or are things
going to get still worse?” i

The Soviet Union has its politically disillusioned,
but they are a tiny minority in a country rigidly con-
trolled in thought, word and deed. In this minority,
moreover, there are many who are disillusioned and
discontented not because of the moral evil of the
gystem but because their own share of the profits of
the revolution in power and prestige are small. .

But those who did hope for greatness in 1917 and
worked for a brave new world are about as unhappy
as people can be.

“We thought we were building a palace for the
people,” said one, “and we built a prison.”

IT

FTER 30 years of Communism the standard of living
in the Soviet Union is low compared with that of
western Europe. The Communists boast that they have
brought freedom and plenty. They have brought
neither. There is one freedom in the Soviet Union:
The freedom to do as you are told. There is plenty
only for the few. Economic and social inequality
flourishes. . N .
Improvements have been made in the standard of
living over that of 1917. But improvements along the
same line and on a much greater scale have been
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achieved elsewhere in the world without making the
people pay the price of tyranny.

Badgered by a sowllen and insolent bureaucracy,
spied on by an ubiquitous secret police, perennially
"short bf food and clothing, poorly housed, the average
Russian has been reduced to a state that is difficult to
compare with the lot of the average person in the
western world.

A careful distinction must be drawn between the
lot of the people and that of the upper class of “the
classless society.” The latter, granted the Soviet
Union’s economic backwardness, lives well on a scale
that might be likened to that of the Nazi officials before
the war.

The government carries on an intensive and un-
relenting campaign to convince the average citizen
that he is better off than the worker of the west. This
campaign has had some success, but it has not quieted
the persistent grumbling over economic conditions.

The end of the war added to this dissatisfaction.
Soldiers returning from the fronts told of the com-
parative prosperity of factory workers in Vienna or
farmers in Pomerania. These soldiers’ tales did not
have the overwhelming effect that some optimists in
the west envisage. A careful system of counter-
propaganda was Iinstituted in the Soviet army and ‘
among the people, and it is a brave soldier, in any case,
who will defy the secret police and praise the glories
of foreign economies.

Today the prime problem facing the average
Soviet citizen is housing. There are grandiose plans
for the reconstruction of war-ravaged cities like Odessa,
Kiev, Minsk and Stalingrad and for new construction
in Moscow, Leningrad and the new industrial cities of
the Urals. But in the two years that followed the
end of the war construction was very slow. In the
areas not occupied by the Germans, Russians live in
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the apartment houses built between 1917 and 1941, in
old and dilapidated farm houses or in the wooden
houses that were standard in the Russia of 30 years
ago.

Construction and reconstruction have been slow
because production in the industries essential to them
has been low. Steel, lumber, cement, bricks and con-
crete all have lagged behind expected production
figures at one time or another since 1945. In 1946 in
Stalingrad, a city 90 percent destroyed, the local brick
factory was turning out 2,000,000 bricks a year, about
one tenth of what is needed.

The result is that there is extreme overcrowding.
The average Russian does not live in an apartment or
a house. " He and his family live in one room of an
apartment or a one-room cabin. In Mocscow, for in-
stance, six families will live in a six-rcom apartment .
with kitchen and bath, one family to a room, with all
sharing the kitchen and bath.

Similar conditions do exist in western Europe and
in some American cities. But there the people who
have to undergo them have the freedom to protest and
to change the governments that do not better such
conditions. No such freedom exists’ for the unhappy
Muscovites.

I remember a visit to a relatively prosperous
worker who lived on the outskirts of Moscow. His
apartment house, looking like a huge packing case,
stood not on a street but in the midst of a field. Ne
path led to it. You plunged into the deep snow and
made your own path. Other apartment houges, each
facing in a different direction, were scattered across
the snowy fields. There was no street lighting.

Inside there was no illumination to light your way
up the wet, slippery, iron staircase. The flcor and the
walls were filthy. Panes of glass missing from the
windows on the landings had been replaced by boards.
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There was an elevator, but in common with most of
those in the Soviet Union it was out of order. And
behind each of the doors was living not one family but
four or five, or even six.

This crowding is responsible in part for the high
incidence of disease in DMoscow, especially in the
schools. In one high school class 14 boys were tuber-
cular.

I knew a foreigner whose servant’s child had
tuberculosis. The child was kept at home for a while
and treated at a clinic. Then, because the” mother
could not provide any longer, the child was sent baek
to school. My friend told the woman that her child
would surely infect other children.

“0Oh, madam,” said the woman, “that’s nothing!
Most of them have it already.”

Only once in several visits to collective farms did

‘I find a family living in more than one room. How-

ever, life in the country is far healthier than life in
the cities. :

The problem next in importance to housing is food.
In Russia there is continued worry over the next meal.
This has been glightly eased by the abolition of feod
rationing on the card system, but since shopkeepers
refuse to sell more than so much to a person, rationing
of a kind continues to exist.

During the rationing period millions, through
penury, shortage of supplies or because their ration
cards were on the lowest scale, were living day aftar
day and month after month on black bread, potatoes
and somgtimes fish.

Those seeking reasons for the relatively low
national output in Russia will find one in the diet on
which tens of millions have lived.

When the present food distribution problems are
straightened out and the new “rationing” by shop-
keepers ends, it is probable that workers, knowing they
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can buy more, will work harder to get more money.
This will contribute in time to a rise in the nation’s.
productive capacity.

But today nowhere are differences between classes-
greater than in men’s daily bread. On the night when
Premier Stalin entertained Field Marshal Viscount
Montgomery of Britain at the Kremlin the me

Cold hors d’oeuvres
. Caviar
Pastry stuffed with chopped
eggs and meat and cabbage
Salmon, sturgeon
Jellied sturgeon
Cold suckling pig
with horseradish
Salad Parisienne with game
Cucumbers, tomatoes, cheese
and butter
Creme de poularde (soup)
‘Fish soup
Fried eels
Roast mutton
Roast turkey, chicken. and
partridge
Cauliflower
Strawberyy parfait
Raspberry jelly
Coffee, biscuits, fresh fruit,
roast almonds
Vodka, red and white wine,
champagnes

It was about that time of year that I saw twa:
women faint as a result of malnutrition in the subway
and .that the ‘city police patrolled the main highways
into Moscow to turn back peasant women walklng in.
to beg for bread. :
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Living conditions in the new industrial areas of
“the east are in some respects worse than in Moscow.
Here is an extract from a letter from one of these new
.districts. The writer was a fairly well-trained factory
hand working in a new and important factory.

“We live in a long building, half dugout, half
barn, which holds 60 of us. We sleep on wooden
bunks with no barrier between us. We get a bath
every ten days, but since only half of us bathe at a
time it is difficult to keep free of lice. I come back
to the dugout clean and sleep next to a man who has
-not had his bath that day. In the morning my little
friends are back.

“They are building new barracks for us. But
‘work does not appear to go very fast.

“The factory is very cold. It was built during
‘the war and there is something wrong with the pipes
.and the way the windows are set. Snow sifts in and
-covers the floor, so that it is slippery on the line near
‘the windows. The door to our shop is gone; they say
.someone stole it. We work hard to keep warm. Maybé
‘that’s the idea.”

The worker in question was not a prisoner, he
‘was not being punished. In fact, a Communist might
;argue that the worker, being selected to work in an
.area so important to the future of Soviet industry, was
‘being honored.

Nothing is so ludicrous to a foreigner as Russian
‘insistence that civilization has reached its apex in the
Soviet Union. The propagandists may have gone too
far in this respect. Repeated assurances that no
<ountry compares with Russia will not produce the best
psychology for the long struggle ahead.

The classic example of this attitude is the remark
of the wife of a Soviet diplomat. One night at a
dinner party she carried on an animated conversation
‘with her dinner partner on the neutral subject of zoos.
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During: its course she remarked that the Moscow 200
had an elephant. Her partner replied that the ele-
phant must be unhappy during the cold weather.

H

“Quite the contrary,” she assured him. “I am in-
formed that the elephant in the Moscow zoo is the
happiest elephant in the world.” '

The difference between the portrait of the Soviet
Union painted by its propagandists and the truth is
best exemplified by the hospitals. In seven of them
that 1T wvisited in Moscow and elsewheve there was
nothing that compared in cleanliness, z'urnisi'lings_rnr
medical care with second-class hospitals in the West.

I am prepared to believe that theoretical medicine and

hospitalization ig on a high standard in Russia; the
practice is not.

One may argue that these hospitals exist where
none existed 30 years ago. This 1s quite true. But
that is not the Communist argument, which is that
medical care and treatment have reached a standard

in Russia unobtainable anywhere else in the world.

This is not true.

I saw American and British fleld hospitals during
the war that were miracles of sanitation and organiza-
~tion compared with permanent establishments.

' The Russian wards contain anvwhere from six to

12 or 14 beds. These sometimes are packed closely\

together so that in some cases it is imposzsible to walk
between the beds. The floors and walls are dirty.

The lighting is poor.  There are few nurses. Most -

sanitary mezasures are carried out by charwomen in

dingy gray smocks.

So bad were hogpital conditions in the years im-

mediately following the war that the deputy minister

of health writing in the publication “Medical Worker”
attacked the lack of sanitation, the frregular attention

given patients, the failure to repair hroken windows

— 13 —



and leaking roofs and the shortage of medicines in
hospitals. ,

Six months later there was little improvement and
controllers had been introduced to report on the ae- .
tivity or lack of it of other workers; a typically totali-
tarian expedient. '

It must not be forgotten, however, that crude and
dirty though the hospitals are to Western eyes, to
some of the patients they are luxurious in the extreme
and exemplify an almost unheard of concern on the
part of the government for the people. They are not
" indignant if the sheets on the bed have not been
changed for weeks. To the Russians sheets are still a
luxury.

An odd aspect of Soviet medical care, which re-
flected the dearth of consumer goods, was the way in
which supplies for infants are issued. Women receive
coupons entitling them to buy diapers, feeding bottles,
nipples, a rubber sheet and other supplies, but they
cannot present the coupons until after the baby has
been born. Otherwise the mother might get the sup-
plies, even if the baby were born dead, and they would
be wasted.

The shortage of clothing, furniture, cooking
utensils, shoes and plumbing supplies, stoves and
hundreds of other articles is another aspect of the
average Russian’s everyday life.’

When after the recent abolition of rationing and
devaluation of the currency it was pointed out that it
was now possible to purchase a pair of galoshes for
25 rubles, no one pointed out that in the Soviet Union
the trick is first to find the galoshes.

The abolition of rationing has not solved the basic
problem in food and consumers’ goods—that of an
overwhelming demand and an inadequate supply.

Blankets are darned and patched. Furniture is
mended with bits of wire and string. Children with-
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out galoshes shiver in the snow. In the countryside
conditions are somewhat better, for here the ancient
padded coats and felt boots keep out the eold. It i8
the industrial proletariat that suffers most from the
shortages and it is this class that is depended upon for
the labor that will raise the industrial production of
the Soviet Union. :

I11

VAN Ivanovich gets up before the light comes to the
street in the Arbat quarter of Moscow, where he
lives. Gita, his wife, is still sleeping.. She works part
time at a factory, does the housework and spends hours
standing in line to buy the household food. These days
she is alwayvs tired.

His two sons sleep together. There is space for
a fourth bed, but in January it is cold and Vassily and
Georgi would rather sleep in one bed. The bit of Pravda
pasted over a gap in one of the windows does not keep
the cold air out. Ivan has asked the house committee
for repairs, but nothing has happened.

In the kitchen, which he and his family share with
four other families, Ivan finds Andrei who works in the
same factory. They have a glass of tea each, munch
some black bread and divide a tiny segment of cheese.

When Ivan and Andrei reach the street the firs.
light ha% touched the gray, unhealthy surface of the
snow. In the center of the city plows and relavs of old
women have cleared the snow from the streets. Here,
five minutes' walk from the Kremlin, it lies unbroken
save for the footprints of the inhabitants of the quarter.

Ivan is lucky. When he left the army he kept his
boots. They are still fairly waterproof. Into them he
has tucked his heavy, black workman’s trousers. They
are patched at a couple of places, but thig iz not ex-
traordinary. Under his army overcoat Ivan wears an

— 15 —



old quilted jacket and under that his threadbare, once-
warm underwear. Soap is hard to come by and the
underwear remaing a dull gray despite Gita’s exertions
over the washtub.

At the corner they wait for the trolley bus. There
are not enough busses in XMoscow these davs, and the
line is long. Ivan gets aboard the bus with a good deal
of shoving and repeated cries of “look out, citizen, you
are pushing.”” When he finally finds a place he is next
to the garviulous man who works in the boekkeeper's
office at the factory, who is a Commuuist and always
talks politics.

Ivan listens politely. But it is not a novelty to be
told that the Americans ave establishing new air bases
inn the Arctic or that the just demands of Comrade
Melotov have been refused at the council of foreign
ministers. Ivan has vead that nimself or heard it over
the radio. He seems to listen but he thinks of Vassily’s
cough and Gita’s tired face.

" One day at the factory is pretty much like the rest.
[van is in charge of a section charged with assembling
the dials for radios. Recently there has been a short-
age of tools, but today things seem to be going fairly
wvell.

Last month Ivan’s section over-fulfilled its “norm”
under the factory’s part of the five-year plan. So this
month he and the section get extra dishes at the factory
restaurant. Today, in addition to cabbage soup, ma-
caroni and tea, Ivan gets a small piece of meat. He
pays for the meal at factory prices, about 90 cents.

Today is one of the “days.” Ivan forgets, although
the newspapers have reminded him, whether it is Army
day or Tank day or Artillery day or Navy day. How-
evar, he goes along with some of the other section
leaders to hear a speaker sent by the central committee
of the Mosecow Soviet expound the glories of the Soviet
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system and the danger to it of the imperialist aggressors
in the United States.

When work is done Ivan starts home through the
darkness. He works an eight-hour day, but transporta-
tion is 20 bhad that in all he is away from home nearly
12 hours. ‘

O the bug going home Ivan reads the newspaper.
It does not have as much international news or ideologi-
cal articles as Pravda and Izvestia, which are morning
papers, but it has more local news.

Not all Russians live Ivan’s life. But the majority
do. For the planned society has evolved the standard
gsociety and that standard is low. Ivan, compared to
gome, iz relatively well off. He makes about $85 a
month and Gita about $40.

There is an upper class than Ivan somotimes calls
the ‘“novi barri,” the new nobles.

Composed of party officials, senior army and navy
officers, the chieftains of the security police, factory
managers and technicians, scientists, writers, artists and
theatrical folk, it lives well.

Take M., a member of the novi barii, a government
official.  As one of the prerequisites of office he has
the uze of a three-room apartment in a relatively new
building. His position entitles him to trade at a well-
stocked shop reserved only for officials of his grade and
the apartment is furnished moderately well by western
standards.  In addition, M., who spent sonie time in
the West, acquirea a table, tweo chairs, a very good
sidebeard and some dishes which, if they do not mateh
in pattern, are better than those purchasable in Moscodw.

But Ivan is the man the editorial writers of Pravda
have in mind when they declare that “further sacriiices™
will be reguired from “the patriotic Soviet peopie” dux-
ing the next few yearg, M. is the man who will benefit
from those sacrifices.
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M. had managed to amass a considerable number
of rubles. The devaluation of the currency probably
has raised hob with his plans for the future. Even so,
he was probably not as hard hit as a doctor friend. The
doctor, who practiced privately at home after finishing
his daily work' at the clinic, made as much as 25,000
rubles a week in some weeks.

Ivan accepts without surprise and without question
most of what he is told over the radic and in the news-
papers. Today he believes that the Soviet Union de-
feated Germany, liberated all of Europe and then turn-
ed East and struck the decisive blows in the war against
Japan. Just the other night he saw a movie that show-
ed the Japanese commanders signing the peace terms
with the Russians aboard a battleship. The movie did
not tell him that the battleship was an American one
or that the Soviet officers were merely some of the re-
presentatives of the Allied powers aboard the USS Mis-
souri. And if vou teld Ivan this, he would not believe
you. ,

He is told that the system undeyr which he lives is
the most productive, freest and most civilized that the
wit of man has yet devised. Since he is literally a pri-
soner within his eountry, he has no standards by which
to judge this information.

Ivan has no tradition or background of people’s
rights and people’s progress. If he thinks of his lot in
comparison with that of others at all, it is te compare it
with the life of his father and his grandfather. They,
he has been told, worked under a harsh and restrictive
system and were sweated by the burgeois and the aris-
toerats. He grumbles about shortages, but he is sure
that his life is better than theirs.

Perhaps an old man may whisper in the factory
canteen that under the czars a man c¢ould at least pro-
test. Even if he went to prison for protesting, his
family might see him and his friends might help him.
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Ivan doesn’t want to listen to the old man. For,
like every other Russian, he knows that “they” are
always listening ; that the old man himself may be one
of “their’”” men. The best thing to do is forget.

Both Ivan and Gita are anxious that their sons shall
have a better life than they. Nowadays the boys, if
their grades are high enough, can go on from school to-
become engineers or doctors or lawyers. If their
grades are not high enough they can be drafted into
the labor reserves. Both parents want to avoid that.

Lately, however, Ivan has begun to wonder whe-
ther success for his boys will not in the end take them
away from nim,

A friend of his, a coworker at the factory, has a
daughtor, a britliant girl who received high marks in
chemisiry af the university and then went to a special
school to study iood processing. Unfortunately, she is
not going to be allowed to stay in Moscow.

Huge new hakeries are being built in the East and
she has been directed to one of them. It is a good job,
but Ivan wonders whether her parents will ever see her
again.

Ivan’s life is a drab one. -But in the long run the
worst thing about it is not its drabness, not the short-
ages, the crowding, the hunger, the lack of security in-
herent in a political system subject to periodic fits of
industrial change, but the fact that Ivan and Gita and
all the other miliiops of Ivans and Gitas have no means
of changing it.

v

HERE arve no indications that there exists in the
Soviet Union any organized political underground
opposition to the regime, harsh and repressive though
it is. There are odcasional individual protests, easily
silenced.
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There are powerful forces within the structure of
the state that might, in event of some convulsion on the
highest level of the government, oppose each other. But
all signs of popular resistance are lacking.: Reasouns
for this lie in organization of the state and psychology
of the Russian people.

The Soviet Union is a police state. The adbesive
that holds it together is the Soviet secret police of MV D
the Ministry of the Interior. 'The Communist party ex-
hd¥rts and pleads, but it is the MVD that keeps the vast,
ponderous machinery turning over.

In modern Russian historv there is no record of &
change in the form of government by peaceful means:.
Last time the form was changed was in 1917 when the
Romanov dynasty was swept away after 304 vears of
rule. The Bolshevik party, a tiny drop of 80,000 in
the sea of Russians, seized power and has held it ever
since. )

Both the Russians of Nicholas and the Russians of
Stalin have thege in common: Adoration of the nationai
leader, who assumes the position of a demigod, a mas-
sive bureaucracy. centralization of power, an enormous
range of state control, heavy emphasis on the army and
navy, unhesitating and drastic "use of force and the
secret police.

Tendenecy is toward convineing the Russian peopnle
that the shadowy wraiths of freedom with which ther
are now bemused are in fact real freedom. This s
especially true of elections. The electoral system in
Russia is useful to the Communist regime. It provides
an occasion for intensified propaganda. Tt furnishes a
“vote of confidence” in the government which is useful
in convincing dupes abroad that the “Russian people
are, after all, wholly behind Stalin.”

The Russian electoral system reflects, not the will
of the people. but ability of the party to induce the
population to vore. There is 1o rival to the Communist
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party’s nominee on the ballot. Since, however, the-
Communist party is only 5,000,000 strong in a nation
of nearly 200,000,000, nominees are supposed to repre-
sent- choice of the “bloc of Communist and non-party
people.”

Large in every Russian’s mind is consciousness of
the MVD and the Ministry of State Security, the MG3.

First there are the uniformed troops of the MVD
for internal security and the security of the frontiers.
These amount to about 20 divisions of well-armed
troops, including air regiments, that is, groups of
fighters and light and medinm bombers. o

Then there are the plainclothes operatives. These
belong to both the MVD and the MGB. As far as can
be learned, the former are chiefly responsible within
the Soviet Union, while the latter operate abroad. Both
busy themselves with espionage and counter-espionage.

No one knows their number. One foreigner, who
knows as much about the Soviet government as anyone
outside it, has estimated there are at least a half million
in the secret police of the MVD and the MGB.

" There is also the Ministry of State Control, an in-
spection agency charged with watching the implementa-
tion of economic plans. It was this ministry which
uncovered the wide-spread corruption in Soviet industry
in 1946. :

For party purposes there is the Ministry of Party .
Organization, which oversees the manser in which party
policy is carried out in the organs of both party and
state. During and since the war this ministry has main-
tained close relations with the army organization
devoted to the political, as differentiated from the mili-
tary, leadership of the army.

The MVD, in addition to its other tasks, runs In-
tourist, the-organization that deals with foreign tourists.
It also administers the concentration camps and prisons.

No one knows the number of people held in the
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~goncentration camps. The MVD has admitted that it
ds the largest “employer” of labor in the Soviet Union.
These “employes,” among other tasks, finished the re-
construction of the White Sea-Baltic canal in 1946. For
the most part they labor in Siberia.

Estimates on their number range from 9,000,000
to 20,000,000. Anemploye of the MVD who purchased
supplies for concentration camps once told a friend of
mine: “Why, we’re the people who run this country.”

Growth of the uniformed MVD organization is
curiously parallel to the Waffen SS in National Socialist
Germany. We know the priority in supplies given to
the SS divisions in the Wehrmacht hurt morale in the
regular army and that the practice of nominating com-
manders on the basis of party orthodoxy, rather than
military ability, in the end weakened the German high
command. |

It is entirely probable the Communists have made
“the same mistake.

v

IME, not war, is the Soviet objective in the inter-
national struggle with the United States. Time to
complete reconstruction and expansion of Soviet in-
~dustry; time to strengthen the economic and political
sinks that bind the satellite states to the Soviet Union;
“zime in which the expected disintegration of capitalist
-zoclety in the west will accelerate; time to help that
process along by the employment of Communist move-
ments in capitalist states. All these are fundamentals
of Soviet policy for the next decade.

Americans are chieflv concerned with the Kremlin’s
use of Communist parties abroad, for it is this process
s<nat the United States is fighting in western Europe,
iyreece and Turkey. Communist pressure to speed the
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disintegration of other socteties may take a military
form, as in France and Italy, and eventually, if the
Soviet economy prospers. an economic form.

But an outright clash with the United States will he
avoided.

Of the many stratagems with which the Kremlin
has bemused the world, perhaps the most successful.
was the spreading of the idea that Stalin stands for
“socialism in one country” as opposed to Trotsky and
“world 1‘gvolution.”

It should be clear now that Stalin merely advocated-
different methods, including the deception of many
westerners. I am convineed that the Comintern was
never disbanded.

“Of course it exists.” suid « Russian. “It merely
changed its name to something harmless.”

In Moscow today there exist various schools im
which American, British, French, Italian, Spanish and
South American groups are being trained against the
day when they can return home to take up the work of
revolution, expressed in the form of strikes, fomenting
discontent, internal division and the shaking of public
confidence in established forms of government and
private institutions.

The Soviet foreign policy is based on Marxism and
Leninism as they are interpreted by the current rulers
of the Soviet state. This teacles that capitalism, now
exemplified by the United States, is the enemy of Com-
munism; that imperialism, on which the United States
has now embarked, is the last stage of capitalism, and
that an economic debacle of the greatest magnitude will
in the end destroy the foundations of capitalism, paving
the way for the advent of Communism in the present
canitalist states.

It is important to remember that the Communists
32e their policy, not in terms of two or four years, but
in decades. Perhaps the most remarkable thing abogt
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the Huropean recovery program is that it has forced the
Communists in France and in Greece to act more swift!y
than could have been expected.

To the Communists the United States is the enemy.
And an enemy there must be. Since the Kremlin is in-
fallible and all internal enemies of the regime have been
‘eliminated, some nation must assume that role. The
supposed enmity of the United States toward the Soviet
Union and supposed American “plans for world hege-
mony’’ serve the rulers of the Soviet Union.

By painting the United States in this light the
government finds an excuse for the continued austerity
of Russian life.

The difference between the present situation and
that of 1938 is that while the Russians, both the leaders
and the led. were understandably afraid of German
aggression, it is doubtful whether the political bureau
of the Communist party, which is the highest policy
making body in the Soviet Union, feels any concern over
American aggression.

The people. of courze, do not know this. As a
result of continued propaganda they are beginni.ng to
fear American aggression.

Since 1945 the Soviet government’s representativesz
have been hostile, and at times insulting, toward the
United States. The very freedom with which they
speak may be caused by their knowledge that the United
States is not going to declare war. Contrast the Russian
attitude today towsrd the Unitad States and that toward
Germany in 19490, when the German army was master
of western Europe. The Russians were quite polite,
They knew that attack was possible.

The propagandz on the “atomic diplomacy” of
the United States raises the question of whether the
description ¢f the way the United States is supposed
to be acting is not a fairly accurate reflection of what
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Soviet methods would have been had they produced the
first atom bomb.

. There is an important difference in the Soviet
attitude toward the United States and toward Great
Britain.,

The United States is feared because of its military
and industrial strength.

The Communists, however, do not fear capitaiist
democracy as a political force in Europe. They argue
that it does not suit the requirements of a wasted and .
restricted economy. But Britain offers a ditferent sort
of political challenge.

If, and it is one of the biggest *‘its’” of our day,
the British can achieve the limited socialism they seek
without mass direction of labor, the employment of a
secret police and the concentration camp, then the
Communists will be in the dilemina of the black market
operator who finds an honest trandesman opening his
shop across the street.

The departure of the Soviet Union from even the
outward aspects of a policy of socjalism in cne country
came last April.

Then, the importance accorded the thirtieth an-
niversary of the first publication of Lenin's ““Apvil
Thesis’” in Moscow forecast to a considerable degree
the renewal of Communist international activity in the
form of the Cominform and the political offen:ives now
launched in France and Italy. ' ’

These activities had never been abandoned, how-
ever. During the war they had been disguised to fit
the Soviet tactics of ‘“‘co-operation’ with the West.

The advent of the European recovery program has
increased the tempo of Communist action abroad.

This is because the program, fighting the Com-
murnists with the weapon of material aid, which the
Soviet Union cannct now wield, promised =ecyrity in-
stead of chaos in western Europe. Corntinusd action in
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France, Italy, Greece and the Middle East can be
expected. Most probable is a new Russian move in-
Iran, which, it is hoped, would divert the United States
temporarily from the business at hand in western
Europe.

Meanwhile, there will be a continued strengthen-
ing of the bonds between Russia and the periphery of
countries. The first objective is to remove the satellite
states from any chance of contamination by the ERP’
with its promise of security. The second is to increase
the contribution of these countries to the recovery of
the eastern bloc. .

There are really two foreign policies for the Soviet
Union. One is that announced by Foreign Secretary
V. M. Molotov, the traditional tvpe of policy of one
state toward other states. The cther is the unannoung-
ed policy of the Communist party, the new technique
of ideological appeal from the Communist party to its
subordinates abroad.

Both types of policy are emploved to gain thez
world political objective of the Soviet Union. The
second type rests mainly on the ideological basis of
Communism. The first type, while it too is founded on
Marx, Lenin, Stalin and other writings, is also concern-
ed with international agreements.

As far as Europe is concerned Russian foreign
policy in the traditional manner rests on the inter-
pretation of the Soviet government of the proceedings
at the Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences. These
are accepted as the basis for relations between states,

The Russians feel that these conferences gave them
a free hand in eastern Europe. In exchange they
agreed tacitly to limit Communist activities in western
Eruope. It is evident that they never intended to do so.

Indeed it would be impossible for a Communist
government. For capitalism is the enemy of Comse
munism and must be fought where it is encountered.
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Postwar co-operation between the East and Wesk
was doomed from the start. The Communist state
could not co-operate in peace, as it had been forced.
to do in war, and remain true to Communist principles..
The only question that arose after Potsdam was when
the break should be made.

The writer has learned that there was considerable
discussion on this point in the political bureau. Officials
who knew the United States and Western Europe best
were asked for their opinion on what might be gained.
by continuing co-operation for another year or two.

The decision was made. Outward co-operation.
was discarded as a policy.

This means for the future uneasy coexistence in-
stead of co-operation. It does not mean outright.
aggression by the Soviet Union but an incessant offen-
sive against the economy and politics of the West. Inr
time, when and if the Russian peeple have succeeded
in achieving the internal tasks their masters have setf.
them and if the disintegration of the West has pro-
‘ceeded at the tempo predicted by the Kremlin, then a.
more active policy may be pursued.

VI

Under the currenf five-vear plan, which ends ir
1950, Premier Joseph Stalin and the political burean
have given the Russian people the tremendous task of
expanding the economy of the Soviet Union to the point:
where its industrial capacity surpasses that of the
United States. This is generally described in Moscow"
as a security measure; as the achievement of an eco-
nomie structure so mighty that all fear of aggressior.
from abroad will be banished.

In pursuit of this objective, Russia must overcome
a number of problems. Every Russian official with
whom the matter was discussed believed these pre-
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blems could be solved. My own impression is that,
great though the resources of the Soviet Union are, the
restrictive character of the regime and the size of the
economic problems will preverit the achievement of
these goals by 1950.

Also, the Soviet drive for world industrial suprz-
macy rests too heavily on the Communist theory that
the capitalist economy is headed downhill or standing
still.

It is quite possible that, while the Russians are
slaving toward their present goals, the United States,
by the introduction of new industrial techniques, will
forge still farther ahead in the quantity and quality of
industrial production.

The Soviet Union is devoting millions of rubles and
some of its best brains to experimentation on the em-
ployment of atomic fission in both peace and war.
Despite the priority given this experimentation, which
is carried on in Central Asia, the same problems that
face industry in its regular branches are present.

The first problem is in the quantity and quality
of the labor force. A great majority of the 7,000,000
casualties sustained by the Soviet Union were part of
the labor force.

Moreover, hundreds of thousands of the dead were
the type of labor Russia needs most: technicians,
machine operators, foremen, engineers.

During each year of the present five-year plan, the
Soviet Union will mobilize 1,200,000 new workers for
industry, including transportation. When the present
plan is fulfilled or unfulfilled in 1950 (we in the West
will never really know) the industrial labor force will
have been increased to 83,500,000 men and women.
The greater part of the reinforcements will come from
the youth of rural districts. Siphoning these reserves
from the collective farms will constitute a dangerous
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manpower problem until industry has produced the
farm machinery to replace the rural youth.

The mobilization of labor reserves, bovs and girls
from 14 years old upward, is not difficult for a totalit-
arian government. But it is -difficult under present
conditions to replace the specialists needed to train the
youngsters.

After visits to Soviet factories and industrial
plants, one reaches the conclusion that the newcomers
are not being adequately trained because they are i
badly needed forimmediate industrial tasks. Theoreti-
cally, they receive schooling as well as vocational
training; actually, schoolmg is a bad second to im-
mediate needs.

This appears to be an important failure, since the
deficiencies in quality of the Russian workers are as
dmportant as the present shortage in quantity. ' Tha
fecundity of Russian women will make up the latter,
but unless a real attempt is made to train, even during
the present period of necessity, industrvy will lack the
corporals, sergeants and lieutenants as much in the
future as it does today. "

The attempts to guide and coerce Russian indus-
trial workers to become efficient are persistent; at times
pathetic. A shoe factory worker named Matrasoy
became a national hero because he introduced platforms
in his shop so the workers could reach their machines.

The budget of 1947 contemplated the expenditure
of 27,000,000 rubles on labor reserves during the pre-
sent five-year ‘plan, but the bulk of this is to be spent
on housing for new workers, rather than on training.

One reason for the Soviet reluctance in- disgorge
the great number of German prisoners swallowed in
the victories of 1948-45 is the high level of industrial
combetence of many of the Germans. Children of an
advanced industrial civilization, the prisoners do na-
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turally what the Russians are ttying to teach willing but
fumbling recruits from the farms.

In the reconstruction of the great dam across the
Dnieper river, 10 percent of the workers are Germans.
They are employed not on the most arduous tasks—
these fall to the Russian women—but as operators of
machines like cement-mixers; drills and pumps. -

The government has made amn effort to retain these -
prisoners in the labor force. One lieutenant of engine-
ers recounted the proposition offered him. It was based
on the supposition that Germany is finiShed and Russia
is the land of opportunity.

“You are young, there is a future here say the
Rusgians. ““You may become a Russian citizen and you
will have a good construction job in the East. You
will have living quarters and plenty of food. You can
marry a Russian girl.”

On this sort of appeal many Germans and some
Japanese will be absorbed into the Soviet industriai
labor force.

- A second problem the government has struggled
with since early in 1946 is the widespread corruption in
industry which wastes billions of rubles and affects coai
mining and iron and steel production. It accounts for
inefficiency beyond that expectable in a people who have
been industrialized in 30 rather than 130 years. And
it was hidden by such widespread falsification and dis®
tortion of industrial statistics that all Soviet industrial
production figures—the enes most affected—are open
to question as to their reliability.

Speculation in industrial raw materials, falsifica-
tion of production figures to win bonuses, embezzlement
of workers’ wages, diversion of industrial supplies to
private use and private sale of products were uncovered
by the police.

The system of bonuses for production above
planned “norms,” which assisted Soviet industry in the
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past, played it false when corruption became establish«

ed. Mine directors and engineers used dynamite to

produce more and more “coal” and win richer and richer

"bonuses. In some cases inspectors dlscovered that the
“coal” was 40 per cent rock.

Sternest measures are being employed to stamp out
this corruption, but there is ample indication that it
still flourishes. |

Another major problem to be overcome in the
Soviet Union is the relatively low per capita production
of labor, especially industrial labor. - There are many
contributory causes, among them lack of experience and
machines, but the principal one appears to be the lack
of incentive resulting from the shortages in food and
consumer goods.

A commission investigating the iron mines of Krivoi
Rog reported.that in 1940 average production per driller
per shift was 57.7 tons. Six yvears later it had fallen to
86 or 37 tons. Since 1946 it has risen slightly, but it
remains far from satisfactory.

~ In some mines of the Donets basin, coal output per
capita’ underground today is onlv 60 per cent of 1940
figures.

The government became conscious of the connec-
tion between the shortage of consumers’ goods and the
decrease in per capita production in the autumn of 19486.

There then began, with all the propaganda of
which the system is capable, a campaign designed to
show that the supply of consumer goods was being in-
creased. Schemes for revitalizing the co-operatives in
city production of this type of goods under the five-year
plan were extracted from the plan and used to show
just how much the worker would get in the future.

Broken down, the statistics showed that planned
production  plus additional production through co-
operatives would not be large enough to provide the
incentive the worker needs.
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It is apparently too late to shift empkasis in the
five-year plan onto consumer goods. The shortage
might be made up by purchase abroad, but this is un-
likely ‘in view of the ideological dangers invelved.

~The damage done by the Germans to Soviet indus-
try is another major problem. Americans have heard
so ‘much about this in the speeches of Foreign Minister
V. M. Molotov and other Soviet leaders that they are
inclined to minimize it as a factor in Russian recovery.
No one visiting the mining towns of the Denets basin—
Minsk, Vitebsk, Kiev, Kharkov, Odessa, Voroshilovgard
or Stalino—is likely to make the same mistake.

There are German and Czech machines in use in
all these places. Some reconstruction has been acconi-
plished, but generally the Russians are a long way from
filling in the gap torn in their indusirial <tructure by
German destruction and confiscation. )

Publicly at least, the Soviet authorities place great
reliance on the development of industry in the Urals.
From one foreigner who visited the area it was learned
that even in that favored sector indusiry is being
plagued by low per-capita production, lack of machinery
and machine tools, and a housing shortage.

A letter from Krasny Lucl in the Donets basin re-
veals that ccal miners and their families have been
forced to sleep in corridors on the floor because of over-'
crowding and lack of beds and that hostels genelal]v
are ‘“‘dirty and uncomfortable.,”

The principal mine at the town of Kadievka, near
Voroshilovgrad, was a good example of the state of the
coal mining industry in the Donets basin three vears
after the departure of the Germans. The mine was
expected to go into full production by the first of 1947.

The ventilation system was rudimentaryy The
electric lighting system extended no farther than the
main shaft. There were only seven =men actually
mining coal.
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The Donets coal basin, despite the glowing de-
scriptions of the richness.of the Kusnets and Kizel
basins, is still the most important in the Soviet Union.
But three years after the departure of the Germans,
its coal production was only 50 percent of 1940, accdrd_—
ing to the officials in the mining institute at Stalino. At
that time, production in the Kusnets basin was only
about 40 percent of Donets production.

The Kirov steel plant at Makeyevka, near Stalino,
and the Red October steel plant at Stalingard presented
similar pictures. They were in production at about
one-third of their prewar rate.

- Taking into account the extensive German destruc-
tion that still remains to be cleared up, the shortages
of skilled workers, housing and consumer goods and
their effect on per-capita production, there seemed little
ground for the planners’ hopes that the two plants
“within a year” would be back at their prewar rate of
output.

The Russian worker performed prodigies of pro-
duction, as well as valor, in war. But the specter of a
new capitalist encirclement led by the Unjted States
has not yet wrung new production levels from him in
peace.

VII-

AGRICULTURE is, on the whole, the most encourag-

ing aspect of the Soviet economy.. i

Main emphasis of the five-year plan is on industrial
expansion, but, to date, more solid prograss hag been
made in agriculture despite difficulties and problems
. only slightly less harassing than those of industry.
There are many reasons. An important one, often
overlooked, is the energy and devotion of the Russian
peasant. He has a green thumbp; he can make things
grow. He is.tough. He will work longer and harder
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than the Russian industrial worker and, an important
point, is vastly more at home in his environment.

Even in older industrial areas of the Soviet Union
one sees plenty of workers who appear lost or indiffer-
ent. These attitudes are not encountered on the collec-
tive farms, where love of the land and pride in its yield
produce eagerness to learn new ways of making it
fruitful. .

Immediate cause of the rise in agricultural produc-
tion the past year has been extension of scientific,
mechanized farming, especially wheat farming, on a
huge scale to Western Siberia and opening of large new
tracts of land there and elsewhere to farming.

Nearly 20,000,000 acres were added to the tilled
area of the USSR in 1947 and more will be added in
1948; in addition, there will be continued recovery of
acreage damaged by the war in Byelo-Russia (White
Russia) and the Ukraine.

A second factor has been the thoroughness and
detail of arrangements made by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and associated ministries in 1947 for the harvest.
A vast amount of planning, labor and material were
devoted to seeing that the maximum crop was harvested.

At the same time there has been a slow butéteady
increase in production of farming machinery, principally
tractors. The Stalin tractor plant at Stalingrad now is
producing about half of its pre-war daily output of 220.
Production at the Kharkov tractor plant is somewhat
behind, but also is on the up-grade.

The still unsatisfactory position in the productioa
of other types of agricultural machinery offsets these
successes. Reconversion to peacetime production of
many of these factories took an extraordinary time and
farm production suffered in consequence.

The scientific assistance given farmers is extensive
and welcome. Conditions under which these workers
live and work often is primitive, as is much on the farms,
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but there is no mistaking the respect and gratitude of
peasants or the effectiveness of the work done:

s On collective farms, the writer has been told re-
peatedly by old peasants how government scientists have.
increased the crop and introduced better methods of
harvesting and storage. New types of wheat ‘have
been introduced, cattle disease has been drastically cut
and new breads of sheep and cows brought to the fields.
Mechanizaticn and electricity have replaced manpower
and candles. '

Of all the achievements of the 30 years of the
Soviet regime, these are among the most important.
That similar improvements have taken place elsewhere
without bloodshed and suffering should not blind the
world to the magnitude of the accomplishment there,
where a thousand years of backward agriculture have
been overcome in 30.

Labor shortage and reconstruction are problems
common to both industry and agriculture.

. Farms suffered from the war. On no collective
farm that the writer visited were war casualties to the
working population less than half. Now the labor
force in rural areas is threatened anew by demands of
an expanding industry.

If agricultural machinery is forthcoming, collec-
tive farms may be able to prosper despite their de-
creased labor force; if not, it will be difficult to gather
the 1948 harvest.

War damage in occupied areas is extensive. This
applies not only to loss of stock, machines and build-
ings but also to fields themselves.

Byelo-Russia, never a great food.growing area,
did manage to produce some of the food for its cities.
In the years immediately following the war food stocks
had to be diverted to the area from Siberia.
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Corruption, on a considerable scale though not as
impressive as in industry, was uncovered on collective
farms in 1946 and 1947.

Under the collective farm system the crops of each
farm are divided. So much goes to the state; so much -
to the nearest machine tractor station as rent for trac-
tors and payment to drivers; so much is sold for the
benefit of the farmers. .The system’s strongest point,
from the government’s view, was the exceilence of its
collection system.

It was'in: this system that corruption flourished. The
state did not get the produce to which it was entitled.
Farmers tilled land privately, selling produce in the
open markets. Cattle and food products were withheld
from the communal group.

Government countered by setting up an entirely
new organization to supervise collective farms and col-
lections. This extended from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture down to the farms themseives and added thousands
of new employes to an already inflated bureaucracy.

The new agency had its first test in 1947 and pasds-
ed it successfully. In the first year after promulg'ation
of the new organization, nearly 15,000,000 acres were
returned to the state—that is, for state production. In
addition the state also got back 44,000 horses, 45,000
cattle and 123,000 other farm animals. Half a million
farm officials were removed from their posts for corrup-
tion. » ‘

This process was accompanied by a propaganda
canipaign to ‘“‘increase political consciousness of the
farm population and wipe out survivals of private
ownership” in it. It was admitted that hostile pro-
paganda against collective farming spread during the
war by the Germans had borne fruit.

Farmers were increasing their personal holdings
by farming public propertiyv, speculating in farm pro-
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‘duce and generally showing an uncomfortable tendency
to return to bourgeois capitalism.

By and large, the Russian peasant has been the
element of the new society least amenable to the re-
gime. Yet, since he i¢ indispensable, measures taken to
cleanse him of ideological sin were, on the whole, less
severe than those taken against corruption in industry.

The food problem in the Soviet has not been solved
as abolition of rationing might indicate. Lack of food
processing plants in the Ukraine, where they were de-
stroyed by the Germans, and in Siberia Kazakhstan,
where they are under construction, and difficulties of
distribution because of damaged and wornout railroads
still are important problems, even though food produc-
tion is rising.

The Soviet government is anxious to build up stocks
of food in reserve, and not only as a safeguard against
famine. Well does the Kremlin know the importance
of food as a weapon in the ideological war being fought ‘
for Europe. At present, however, stockpiles are not
large enough to admit a major offensive with this wean-
on and at the same time allow increased consumptio:n
at home as an aid to a rise in per. capita industrial proc-
duction.

The writer saw factories and industrial plants in
Russia making everything from steel to overcoats,
tractors to dishpans. But the impression remains that
the real strength of the country and the people lies in
the farms.

The countryside is dotted with isolated villages. Tt
is in these villages that one finds the courteous, hard
working, hospitable, honest folk of whom the great
Russian writers of the last century wrote. In them is
the real strength of Russia.
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VIII

"IN no other field of endeavor is the restrictive charactar
of the Soviet regime so evident as in literature and
-the arts. Political orthodoxy as the sine qua non ot
acclaim and the restriction of the artist to selected sub-
jects approved by the government have ¢ombined to
stifle the creative instinct and produce stagnancy. To-
day the Russian theater is excellent when it is reproduc-
ing the creations of a freer age, *“Boris Godounov,” “The
Cheery Orchard” of “Swan Lake.” Opera, drama and
ballet are presented with perfection.

But when the modern tries to create, he is bound
‘by the directives of-the central committee of the Com-
munist party. If he knows what is good for him, he
lays on the ideological material with a trowel. Thus
the promising Konstantin Simonov of “Day and Night”
gives way to the shallow propagandist of “The Russian
Question.”

It is hard to estimate what has been lost to the
»'cultu.re of the world by the government’s decision %o
confine the arts to the paths of party usefulness.

Boris Pasternack, the greatest of Russian poets,
has turned his back on creative work and is translating
Shakespeare.

Serge Eisenstein hag junked part of his trilogy film
“Ivan the Terrible” and is remaking it after the party
had shown its disapproval. Meanwhile, Eisenstein is
showing his loyalty by attacking western art, political
forms and life.

The talented poetess Ahkmatova and the short
story writer and essayist Zoschenko disappeared from
Soviet literature in the purge of 19486.

This purge reached its depths in Leningrad, leng a
center of Russian literature, and a city that because of
geographical position is more “western’” than most in
the Soviet Union.
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it was directed against what the Communists call
“the remains of western, bourgeois ideology” in art and
literature, specifically against art for art’s sake and any
creation that does not directly foster the poiitical ob-
jectives of the system.

Like all purges in Russia, it was the occasion for
widespread denunciation and recrimination. The
spectacle of the literati of Leningrad vilifying their old
associates, Ahkmatova and Zoschenko, after they had
been purged, was not calculated to excite admiration for
the Russian writer.

At the same time the government, tHrough its pro-
paganda agencies, attacks any art that appeared to
divert the Russian people from what is considered to be
the real problems of the day. Art became propaganda’/
for Communism.

. An instanee was the attacks on plays dealing with
the situation arising from the return home of Russian
goldiers. The fidelity or infidelity of the soldier’s wife,
his own amorous affairs at the front were not considered
essential problems of real life by the dramatic critics of
the Kremlin. '

Art for art’s sake is out in Russia. But even those
authors, playwrights, musicians and painters who hew
most faithfully to the ideological line are not immune.

~ One of the literary heroes of the Soviet Union in
the two years following the war was Fadayev, whose
“Young Guard,” a blood and thunder novel of partisan
activity, was a tremendous success.  Fadayev, on the
strength of the “Young Guard,” which was made into
a play, a radio serial and a movie picture, became one .
of the most renowned literary figures in the Soviet state
and a power in the Authors’ union. ’

By the end of 1947 it was discovered that tha
ideological context of “Young Guard” was not all that
it should be. Fadayev followed Zoschenko and
Ahkmatova onto the public pillory. However, his sins
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were less; they, after all, had been interested in western
culture. He escaped after a reprimand, a confession
of his ideological short-comings and a promise to be a
better boy in the future.

The central committee of the Communist party has
laid down t¥e lines along which all artistic and literary
endeavor in the Soviet Union must move, but the initial
impetus toward the purge came from Premier Stalin.

To a group of movie producers in the Kremlin he
complained: ‘“You dishonor the Russian people by vour
levity. Picture them and t%leir labors as they really
are.” ' v

This admonition was followed by a spate of instrue--
tions and reproofs affecting unknown jazz leaders as
much as such persons as Einstein, with a world-wide
reputation. ,

Henceforth, movie-makers, composers, play-
wrights, authors, painters, poets and sculptors are to
concern themselves primarily with the five-year plan,
the problems of reconstruction and the great patriotic
war (World War II), or, as the subject-matter was
described by the Leningrad Writers’ union, “the
majesh of our victory, the pathos of rehabilitation
and socialist reconstruction and the heroic deeds of
the Soviet people in fulfilling and over-fulﬁlllng the
new Stalin five-year plan.”

+ The, moving picture industry received a list of
about -20 subjects on which pictures could be made.
Each subject is connected in some manner with the
importance of the five-vear plan, and the heroes of the
future films will be miners, steel makers, fishermen and
cotton growers.

In following these directives, the intelligentsia
must have an ear correctly tuned to the tone of Kremlin
comment.

An author who in 1945 began a novel on the de-
fense of Moscow would have to recast it entirely in
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1946 since he would have begun by rightly ascribing
to Marshal Zhukov considerable credit for that defense.
In 1946, however, Zhukov was out of favor.

A year later, the book would have to be rewritten
again, for by the end of 1947, Zhukov, now commander
of the southern army group commanding the ap-
proaches to the Balkans, had begun his climb back into
favor.

Under present . regulations, neither “Anna
Karenina,” which deals with a bourgeois amour, a
“saloon subject,” as the newspaper *“Culture and Life”
might describe it, nor Pushkin’s “Eugene Onegin,”
with its description of spacious country life and the
glittering czarist court could-be written.

Painting in the Soviet Union has been reduced to
calendar art by the restrictions laid down by the gov-
ernment.

Some of the bolder spirits paint in the modern
manner in the privacy of their studios, but this work is
never exhibited. It remains in the studios, and the
painters hang only the work that-appears to fulfili
ideological requirements.

There is a variety of approved subJectb, but some-
how the plccures that meet with the warmest approval
from the critics are those that have Stalin as a central
ﬁvule Stahn \Vlth Lenin, &« motive that is strangely
emphasized for propaganda purposes; Stalin during
the defense of Tsaritsyn, now Stalingrad, in the civil
war; Stalin planning new industrial plants; Stalin with
children.

' he reaction against the “decadent, bourgeois art”
of the west hag also deprived Russians of an opportun-
ity to view some of this work. Some fine examples of
the modern French school are hung in one of the
* Moscow galleries, but the room is closed to the public.
The collection of Greek marbles and Egyptian anti-
quities from the Friedrich Wilhelm museum in Berlin
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and the Italian Renaissance paintings from the Dresden
museum are in Leningrad and Moscow. ‘

As far as could be learned, it is not an under<
standable reluctance to place war loot on display that
removes them from the public gaze, but the fear that
these exhibits, which do not include a single portrait
of Stalin, might infect their beholders with a yearning
for art for art’s sake.

At any rate, it is obvious in Russia today that the
process of turning art into propaganda is quenching
* the flame of creative genius in a people particularly
endowed by temperament for the creation of great
music and dancing and the telling of great tales.

The Soviet press is another great propaganda arm
of the government.

Indeed, the press is an instrument of government:
It functions only by government license. News ap-
pears or does not appear as the government deems fit.
Editorials are written, news is ‘“treated” on the authori-~
ties’ order.

The press does contain internal criticism. But
this is government inspired and is limited to examples
of corruption or inefficiency or ideological back-ward-
ness in the Communist society and never is directed
at the regime or its ideology.

The attitude of the press on any important news
event abroad is decided by the political bureau and
transmitted to the press by the agitation and pro-
paganda committee of the central committee.

Thus there is sometimes a delay of almost a week
before Pravda and Izvestia comment editorially on an
event abroad. On minor items, the press is trusted to
follow the party line.

Under these conditions it is impossible to com-
pare freedom in the United States and the Russian
press. Freedom of the press as it is understood in the
United States does not exist in the Soviet Union.
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The Russian reporter will, of course, maintain that:
his is the only free press, for it alone represents a gov-
ernment based upon the will of the people. He is
perfectly safe in doing so, for the issue will never be
presented for popular vote.

Unhappily; the bulk of the Russian people believe
what appears in their newspapers. There is some
skepticism, but years of education to believe exactly
"what the government says, plus the lack of any stand-
ard of comparison, leads the Russian to accept his.
newspaper’s “facts.”

The Russians are unworldly folk. There is not,.
as there was in national socialist Germany, a consider-
able group accustomed to reading foreign newspapers,.
magazines and books with experience of life abroad..

This is not attributable entirely to the present gov--
ernment’s reluctance to allow its citizens to travel.
abroad. The cultural schism between Russia and the:
west is older than Marx or Ergels, and the gap has:
never been filled, nor will it be under the present.
regime. ' ‘

Russia is not “European” as Germany is. Russia:
is continental in size and variety, a world of its own..

Thus, when Pravda reports that the United States-
is building bases in the far north to encircle the Soviet.
Union, when editorialists paint the United States as-
the successor to Fascist Germany, the Russian accepts.

In New York a reader who dislikes this acecount.
may buy the Daily Worker and read somewhat differ--
ent reports of the Soviet Union. Such variety doesz-
not exist in Russia. Today there aré only four thin-
streams of information flowing into the sea of ignorance.

These are the magazine Amerika and the weekly
newspaper British Ally, published by the State Depart--
ment and the Foreign Office, respectively, and two radio
programs, the United States’ Voice of America and.
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-the British Broadcasting Corperation’s news prograim
in Russian.

These four media are the only means of, introduc-
ing the American or British point of view to the Russian
people.

Small though their circulation is, their effect is
important, as the repeated attacks on them in Culture

angl Life demonstrate. \

When, in March, 1947, President Truman an--
nounced United States aid to Greece and Turkey, one
of the recurrent war scares ran through Moscow, as
they are bound to do anywhere when the means of in-

-formation are controlled by the government. One or
“two Russians I knew were extremely worried. One
morning, however, one of them said smilingly tha*
there was not going to be any war. ~ _

. A friend, he said, had listened to the BBC, which.
had explained the Truman program. .

IX

OSEPH Vissarinovich Stalin, the cobbler’s son from
- Gori, is 68. This is the most important political
fact in the Soviet Union. ‘

Each year the annual vacation at Sochi on the
Black sea coast lasts longer. There are repeated
ryumors that the Leader suffers from cancer. With
each passing month the. question of succession assumes
greater importance. Stalin, most powerful ruler in
the world, is head of a monolithic state whose prided
total unity is imposed from above. The question of
succession may break that unity.

It is assumed in Moscow that Stalin has provided
for succession. This is a closely guarded secret in a
country of secrets. For should the name of the heir
-apparent become known it might create division within
the government either between Stalin and. his’ suc-
cessor, weakening the former’s authority, or between
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Stalin and his sucecessor and other aspirants for the
position.

‘A test of the Soviet state’s strength at the top will
be whether the ruthless, able, intelligent men who
now occupy hierarchical positions below Stalin will
abide after his death by the choice he has made. His-
torical precedent indicates appointment of a successor
is often the best means of inciting a struggle for power.

Four men emerge as the most likely successors.

Best known of these is' Vyacheslav Mikhailovich
Molotov, minister of foreign affairs since 1939. Now
57, Molotov was for 11 years chairman of the council
of people’s commissars, now the eouncil of ministers.

In the coming struggle for power Molotov repre-
sents the government structure. He is the “manager”
of government and bureaucracy. Better than any-one
else in the political bureau, Molotov knows how to
make the intricate machinery of bureaucracy and gov-
ernment work.

In a country short of techmnicians in government
as well as industry this is important.

Molotov has two other qualifications: He has had
more experience on the highest level of government
than any of the others and he was associated with
Lenin and Stalin in the revolution of 1917, a historic
qualification of importance: _

The star of Andrei Zhdanov is in the ascendant.
Since these article were written Zhdanov’s death was
reported in Moscow. He has been charged with
organization of the Cominform and apparently is res-
ponsjble for issuing directives on Communist ideology
and the line to be taken by the party abroad. At 51
he is secretary of the central committee of the party
and a member of the political bureau.

Zhdanov’s strength reflects the party’s strength.
During the war the army challenged the party’s posi-
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tion. Since the war the party, its membership increasea
to about 5,000,000, has regained its old supremacy.

Lavrenti P. Beria is one of the least known of the
men around Stalin. A Georgian, like the Leader, he
is 48.

His position as a possible successor rests on his
knowledge and control of the security machine. He
was appointed commissar for the interior in 1938 and
assumed control of the security police. Later he was
named commissar for state security.

From this position Beria was released early i 1n 1946
to assume ‘“‘special tasks.”

These have never been identified. It is believed,
however, that to Beria was given the extremely im-
portant post of organizing military and industrial re-
gsearch on atomic fission.

Beria is a deputy chalrman of the council of minis-
ters. Ordinarily this would give him supervisory power
over two or three important ministries, but in his pre-
sent position the possession of the title probably gives
him power over all ministries whose work is connected
with his.

Marshal Nicholas Bulganin has reached the highest
of the hierarchy since the war. His replacement of
Stalin as Minister for Armed Forces symbolized the vic-
tory of the party over the military men who had won
favor during the war.

Marshal Bulganin, an alternate member of the
political bureau, represents the army in that group,
which includes no regular soldier. He is no upstart
used by the party to outroot army leaders. During the
war he held the important post of co-ordinator of heavy
industry and before the war he was chairman of the:
State bank.

In addition to these four there are two others who,
if not claimants to the succession, are at least important
enough to make their friendship and allegiance vital.
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One is Georgi Malenkov, a member of the political
bureau, who assists Zhdanov in: Communist organiza-
tion. The  other is Lazar Kaganovich, who has had
some of the most difficult postwar tasks. Recently he
_has been concerned with purging the party organiza-
tion in the Ukraine. December 19, 1947, he resumed .
his old position as deputy president of the council of
ministers. Like Malenkov, he is a member of the politi-
cal bureau.

Zhdanov’s influence in the party is such that many
students of Soviet internal politics, recallihg Stalin’s rise
to power,“ make him first favorite for the succession.

However, conditions have changed since - Stalin
succeeded Lenin and eliminated Trotsky. Then the
Communist party was the only powerful force in the
young state. Today its power, although still great,
would be challenged by the security organization, the
government structure including the bureaucracy, and
the army.

~ Beria, for instance, could appeal to the 20 divisions
of the MVD troops, plus thousands of ununiformed
agents. Qusstion would be whether their loyalty would
lie with their own organization and its leaders or with
the party.

‘Marshal Buiganin could call on the army, flushed
with success in World War II and jealous of both the
party and the security orgamzatlon wh1ch since the war
have combined to restrict its authorlty and weaken the
influence in government of its wartime leaders.

Finally the government structure is greatly increas-
ed in size and scope. It includes not only conventional
ministries such as foreign affairs and fisheries, but
others charged with important key industries. Thus its
members include not only administrators but technicians,
engineers and experts who are necessary if economic
plans are to be achieved. From that stand-point it is
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‘more important to success of the ‘regime’s plans than
either the army, the party or the security organization.

All three organizations, army, government and
security, have grown so large that although they are of
the party in the sense the party sponsored their growth,
they can mo longer be said to be in the party.

To date an uneasy equilibrium has been maintained
among leading claimants to the position now held by
Stalin. In the Byzantine atmosphere of the Kremlin
court lrst one and then the other has spurted forward
in the race for favor. Meanwhile Stalin has remained
at the pinnacle.

* Today, although while in Moscow he works as long
and as hard as ever, Stalin is said to enter less into the
‘debates of the political bureau. He is content to listen
to the others and, in the end, give his decision in a few
words. . ' .

He seems more human, more approachable than
Molotov. This has given rise to belief in the west that
if negotiators could make contact with Stalin they might
make progress.

There is no authority for this in past experience.
Stalin has made such concessions as the Soviet Union
has been forced to make because he is literally the only
member of the government who can do so and be above
criticism. But in devotion to Communist dogma he ig
as rigid and unswerving as Molotov.

In Russia Stalin is a demigod. He is the hero of
songs and stories whose lavish praise woild bring a
blush to the cheek of a Persian monarch. His picture
hangs in the tents of Mongol horsemen, on the shabby
walls of Leningrad apartments and on the farm carts
of Ukrainian peasants.

Incidentally the pictures vary. Each of the peo-
ples of multinational Russia see Stalin in their own
image. Thus when the Kazakhs bear his enormous pic-
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ture in the physical culture celebration, it is noticed that
the Leader’s features have a distinctly Kazakh cast.

“Stalin QOur Sun,” reads the banners of the central
Asian republics. Chants of tribesmen beyond the Volga
are punctuated with Stalin’s name. The speech of a
deputy before the supreme Soviet invariably includes
serveral references to the magic syllables.

To scores of millions of Russians Stalin is all-wise,
all-powerfuyl; the creator of victory, the engineer who
made the new Russia, the author and ekxpounder of
dogma, the father of all the Russians.

His death will create a vacutim not only in power
but in idolatry.

Principal question after that of succession is whe-
ther the ensuing struggle for power can be kept hidden
within the upper councils of the state. If this can be
done then the appéarance of unity will be maintained.
Otherwise, unity will be broken and the struggle for
power may spill out from the Kremlin to include power-
ful forces that are already jostling each other for pre-
eminence.

Stalin may have settled the question of succession
in two ways: He may have designated a single man as
his heir and named him as his successor in the most im-
portant posts he now holds. Or he may have passed
on the business of government to a quadrumvirate of
Molotov, Zhdanov, Beria and Marshal Bulganin.*

Considering the power at stake a struggle for that
power is inevitable. However, it is not inevitable that
the struggle begin as soon as Stalin is dead or that it
break out of the council member group.

The discipline that the regime has struggled to in-
stil into all its members for 30 years may confine it to
the Kremlin..

If it does not, a situatien will arise endangering the
Soviet Union’s economic future and its position in the
1World. There is in Russia no machinery for changing
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the government or for settling the claims of two or more
rival groups. At the worst 2 widening of the struggle
for power would mean civil war, at best dislocation of
the country’s economic and social life.

In a struggle carried on against the background of
all Russia, Beria with his control of the security organi-
zation would seem to be the most likely victor. If the
decision is taken in council then Molotov and Zhdanov
would seem 'to' be the outstanding candidates.

X

F they knew the facts and could speak freely the Rus-

sian people would repudiate the enmity toward the

United States the Soviet government and the Com-
munist party are building up in the Soviet Union.

No people is so firmly desirous of peace, so appre-
hensive of rumors of war. Unfortunately for the world,
the Russian people have nothmg to do with the policy
of the government.

That policy also seeks peace, the kind of peace that
Hitler sought from the West at’ Munich. Since the
United States cannot agree, it§ government and the
people who support it will continue to receive the
enmity of the government and party in the Soviet Union,
and these two agencies will strive to spread that enmity
among the people of that country.

That enmity is not decisive at present since two

factors outbalance it. - The first is the present economic
weakness of the Soviet Union. The second is the sincere
antagonism of the vast majority of the people toward
war. _ -

The Russian people would fight with their tradi-
tional bravery a defensive war. . But in their present
psychological state it is doubtful if any amount of
cajolery by the Kremlin could induce them to welcome
foreign adventures.
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These economic and psychological factors should
be obvious to the Kremlin. The Russians, unlike the
Germans, always have been able to recognize what is
and what is not possible. Moreover, convinced of the
supremacy of their political dogma, they feel they can
wait.

In the interim the United States has been selected
as the enemy.

During the next decade enmity will be instilled in
the minds of the Russian people by the propaganda ser-
vices of the state.

We should not be surprised when a Russian soldier
in Germany fires his rifle at a passing United States rail-
road train. -He has been told repeatedly that the
Americans are his enemies, plotting a new and terrible
war, robbing him and his country of their just rewards.

Today the attitude of the average Russian toward
the United States is a blend of fear and admiration. The
propaganda objective appearé to be the increase of the
first and the elimination of the other in the Russian
mind.

This will not be easy. For 30 years the United
States industrial and agricutural techniques have been
held up to the Russians as models. During World War
II United States’ help to Russia was known and appre-
ciated, although this was balanced by the anti-United
States propaganda based on the failure to open a second
front in western Europe before 1944. .

The praise of United States technique*has ended.
Every effort is made to present Soviet industry and
agriculture as the peer of all others. A national mes-
merism is exercised by the press and radio to convince
the Russians their system is economically, as well as
politically and socially, supreme.

The result has been an understandable ehauvinism.
When the first turbo-generator unit of the rebuilt power
plant at the great dam across the Dnepr went into
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operation last spring, a Russian acquaintance asked me
if such units were built in the United States. '

When I replied that this unit had been built in the
United States and shipped to Dneprstroi, my friend
asked why Pravda had not reported this.

The reason is simple: Pravda and the other news-
papers had six months before proudly announced that
a turbo-generator unit was being built in Leningrad for
the dam. This unit, one of six projected for Russian
manufacture, was not installed. A number of engineers
at the dam doubted if it ever would be. '

Similarly one is told that the United States army
used Russian tanks during the war, that penicillin was
a Soviet discovery made abroad because the Russian
industrial machine was turning out material for Allied
as well as Soviet armies, that the fighter aircraft used
by the allies in the war were made in Russig, that United
States’ production methods are far behind those em-
ployed in the Soviet. Union.

This is not as distressing as the gradual spreading
of a miasma of fear and suspicion of the United States.

The selection of news items from the United States
is one of the principal methods of doing this.

All items that to the Russians indicate United States
bias against labor, a race or.a political creed, indicate
a low standard of living and public or private immoral-
ity are published. United States ‘“outrages” against
other nations and their peoples are prominently dis-
played. . E¥ery criticism of the Soviet Union by a pro-
minent American is printed, often with other parts of
the ‘speech discarded.

Simultaneously men like Eugene Tarle, Ilya Ehren-
burg and David Zaslavsky in commentaries expound
the thesis that the United States is the enemy of freedom
and peace, that the United States government has re-

"placed those of the German Nazis and the Japanese
war lords.
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‘ The melancholy prospect before us is a period of
perhaps 10 years in which the Soviet economy is to be
rehabilitated and expanded, as far as the system is able,
while at the same time antagonism toward the United
States is to be fostered.

Some Americans will be pictured as friendly to the
Soviet Union. These include Henry Wallace, who, if
not a knight in shining armor to the Kremlin, is at least
a disturbing element worth encouraging.

Considering this propaganda and its direction,
what will have-the most effect on Soviet policy in the
coming decade? ‘

Primarily power, backed by a working democracy.
Politically the Communists are not afraid of a state
that encourages repression of labor interests but they
are fearful of the United States represented in the Ten-
nessee valley authority. :

The combination of political freedom and military
vpower has always been the most potent foe of totali-
tarianism. The task before Ameritans, it would seem,
is to maintain both during the coming years of co-
existence between the Western and Eastern power
systems. ‘

After a careful study of the two systems, the
writer’s conclusion is that if the United States remains
a political democracy and continues the extension of
social democracy it will emerge victorious from the
- ideological struggle in which it is now engaged.

XI

HE extent and intensity of anti-Semitism in the
Soviet Union is surprising in a country that boasts

of its lack of racial prejudice. )
It is met in the streets and is evident in government
departments. It flourishes in Moscow but also in
Odessa and Kiev. Reports of minor court cases reveal
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evidences of flourishing anti-Semitism in the poorer
quarters of the capital.

The Jews are blamed for shortages of bread and
. potatoes. In Kiev widespread discontent over the in-
adequacy of rations assumed an anti-Semitic aspect.

One. Russian never passes the pictures of members
of the political bureau, which are displayed on national
holidays, without muttering:

- “Dirty Jew dogs, you killed my father.”

Two former colonels of infantry have reason to know
about anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union.

These two colonels are Jews. Before the war they
lived in the same town and worked in the same factory.
‘When they were demobilized and returned to their jobs
they learned they were to be transferred to inferior
positions in distant parts of the Soviet Union.

Wearing the medals they had won fighting against
the Germans, the two men journeyed to Moscow. After
their protests had been heard, they received jobs similar

.to their old ones in towns not far distant from their old
homes. But the two friends were no longer to work in
the same factory.

Still mystified, they 1nv1ted their former factory
manager out for a drink on their return home.

In his cups he said, “So you’re moving. A good
-thing, too. You’re good workmen, but we decided on
the committee (the local Soviet) there were too many
Jews in this town and in the factory. So we made a
routine complaint!”

I know an old Russian, an authentic soldier of the
revolution, who had three sons. One had died at Sevas-
topol, a second had lost a leg at Krivoy-Rog.

The old Russian was a Jew although for the first
20 years after 1917 he had never thought about it. He
had always said proudly: that in Russia there were no
longer any Jews, that all were Soviet citizens.
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Gradually his anger grew at the attitude of the
militia (the city police) of Moscow toward Jews, the
glurs and insinuations he heard against Jews in shops,
on the subway and in-the party clubroom at his factory.

Finally he called his two remaining sons together.

“You are Jews,” le told them. ‘““Your mother was
2 Jew. I am a Jew. Henceforth I expect you to tell
the Gentiles that you are Jews and to be proud of it.
When you are asked to fill out documents, write on
them that you are a Jew.”

" Anti-Semitism is not an announced government
policy, as it was in Germany. But it is difficult to be-
lieve that such widespread anti-Semitism could exist in
80 closely controlled a police state if the government
did not give its tacit approval,

Announced or not, it appears to be government
policy to reduce the number of Jews in positions of in-
Huence in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Moreover,
Jdews are barred from joining the ministry even in the
most subsidiary positions.

Jews cannot enter the principal military academies
in Moscow. Their number is restricted in the mediecal
and law schools in the university at Kiev and in Moscow
university.

Jews trace the start of the present antagonism to
the treason trials 12 years ago. Leon Trotsky, they
point out, was a Jew and so were many of ‘his followers.
, Another aspect of the problem is the position held

by Jews in the Soviet government during its early years.
At the end of the revolution the Jews were the only
group in the Soviet Union with the education and poli-
‘tical requirements qualifying them to take over a large
number of prominent positions in the government,

Since then an extensive educational system has'
prepared hundreds of thousands more for such ‘posi-
tions. - There were more Gentiles than Jews in this
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group, and this aceounts for the decreased number of
Jews in the lower echelons of government.

However, it does not account for the removal of
hundreds of Jews from posifions, of trust and respon-
sibility within the government machine.

There is an autonomous Jewish republic called
Birobidjan near the Manchurian border. Athough
much is made of other republics in the same general
area by the Soviet press, little is said about Birobidjan..

One result of the increased anti-Semitism in the
Soviet Union may be a revival of interest in the, re-
public by Russian Jews.

- But the most obvious result in Moscow has been
the revival of militant race consciousness on the part of
the Jews.

XII

IKE much else in the Soviet Union, the armed forces
of the Socialist state present an imposing and
awe-inspirisg front. The Soviet army—the adjective
“red” has been abandoned—is formidable from the '
point of view of manpower, tanks and guns. In 1948
it is probably the finest army in the world for the war-
fare of 1945. Behind this front are certain important.
weaknesses. Some are the resuit of a mental hangover
arising from a deep draught of victory laced with pro-

paganda.

Obviously many Soviet army leaders believe their
own propaganda.

This is also true of many in the West. Impressed
by sheer size of the Soviet war effort and undoubted
valor of some Russian troops, there is a tendency, in the
military art as in other fields, to take Soviet military
strength at Russian valuation.

Since the West knows almost nothing about the
war on the Eastern front save the uniformly laudatory
reports of Soviet propagasdists, this is understandable.
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The Soviet army was not the universally successful
force that propagandists portray.

Despite -nearly two years of preparation after the
gigning of the Russo-German pact of 1939 it was nearly
eliminated in the first two months of the German in-
vasion.

Germon commanders, especially Field Marshal
General Karl von Rundstedt, consistently outthought
their Soviet opponents. Many elements of the vast
multi-national Soviet army were unreliable in battle;
notably, according to a Russian staff officer, the
Armenians, Kazakhs and Uzbeks. Materiel, weapons
and ammunition were deficient in quantity and quality.

The Soviet state is one built by and defended by
land power. Today the Russian navy, its history one
of startling defeats and dubious victories, is subsidiary
to the ground forces. '

Soviet air power is considerable. But it is sub-
ordinated to needs of the ground forces. Constructiqn of
a long-range, heavy bombardment force was opposed
by ground commanders, during and after the war, and,
as in the Wehrmacht of National Socialist Germany,
their views preyailed.

Military intelligence is a field in which Russians
have worked long and extensively. A vast amount of
information flows back to Moscow from every country
in the world and from sources that include Communist
parties and their dupes abroad. Those 'best fitted to
judge believe that in the main, the information is good,
based on painstaking espionage and, wherever possible,
combplete checking.

The question arises whether this information re-
ceives its maximum value. For in the Soviet Union, as
in any totalitarian state, introduction of information
that runs counter to vreviously fixed ideas of the ruler
and his court is' dangerous business.
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We know now that Adolf Hitler and his court per-
_ gistently refused to accept reliable information on the
Royal Air Force as early as 1939, since it conflicted vyith
their own estimates of that force.

What would happen today if jnformation arrived
that the United States had built an accurate, guided
missile with a range of 12,000 miles after the ‘political
bureau, a sapient but unworldly body, had decided this.
was impossible?

Judging from past’ performances of totalltarlan
states, such information would be pigeonholed. For
what functionary would wish to prove the political
bureau wrong?

An indication of this basic weakness of totalitarian
psychology developed in the Russian high command
soon after the end of World War II. Soviet air force
officers in Germany were astounded by the destruction
caused by the allied air forces. Unlike the simple
Russian infantrymen, they did not believe it had all
_been done by Soviet artillery.

- But they were never able to sell the idea of long-
range bombardment in Moscow. Political leaders of
the Kremlin could not admit the basic premise of the
air officers’ case, the terrific wounds dealt Germany by
allied bombers. il

For to do so would have been to refute Soviet pro-
paganda that Russia was the only country that had
effectively hurt the German war effort, that the pro-
longed and intensive aerial bombardment of Axis in-
dustry was not even a partial substitute for the second
front. , .

One evident weakness of the Soviet war machine
is belief that weapons and techniques and tactics which
won the last war will win another.

Present emphasis on the atom bomb shows that a
section, at least, of the political hierarchy understands
the importance of nuclear fissionin war. But according to.
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articles in the military journals and magazines and con-
versations several highly-placed foreigners, including
two of the most successful of Western generals, have
had with Russian general officers, there is a strong
belief that what was good enough for 1945, or even
earlier, will be good enough for 19—.

A famous foreign general was invited to see the
moving picture the Russians have madé about their
“victory’ over Japan, a picture much favored by high
officials. ‘

At one stage, Russian cavalry charges with drawn
sabers a Japanese trench from which machinegun fire
spurts. With small losses the cavalrymen gain the en-
trenchment and saber the Japanese.

The visiting general, an outspoken character,
leaned forward at this juncture and asked:

“Does anyone really believe this could happen in
war today?”

“Hush,” said the official Soviet 1nterpreter, “this is,
the part the generahss1mo (Stalin) likes best.”

Thinking of the Soviet general staff as it percolates
down to the public in newspapers, and the lectures to
officer-cadets and army formations, reminds one very
much of that of the French general staff in 1939, in-
curious, overconfident and stagnant.

Weaknesses of Russia’s industrial economy are also
the weaknesses of the war machine. For today indus-
trial strength is the prerequisite of not.only victory but
survival, and manufacture of decisive weapons de-
mands a larger, better-trained, more-experlenced indus-
trial population than ever before.

For centuries Russia’s main defense against invad-
ing armies has been her enormous size. Invading
armies were swallowed in the vast expanse of Russian
earth as, with supply lines extended, they pursued the
retreating Russian forces. Now when war moves m
the air such a defense is outmoded.
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Like the hardy valor of the Russian peasant, it is
helpless to halt the new warfare of guided missiles,
nuclear fission and bacteriological weapons.

Principal problem since Hiroshima has not been to
discover the “secret” of the atom bomb but mobilization
of labor, materials and direction for its manufacture.

The Soviet, with a totalitarian system that can
direct all national effort in peacetime to one objective,
probably has no® succeeded in manufacturing at least
one atom bomb. Whether it has solved the other prob-
lems that have arisen from the new conditions of war-
fare is another quesfion.

Can Soviet industry in its present straitened cir-
cumstances begin large-scale manufacture of atom
bombs?

Will the army’s general staff continue to resist
“interference” by scientists and technicians in orgamza—
tion and plannig for war?

Are there enough technicians, scientists and “man-
agers” to meet new requirements of atomic armament
and simultaneously fulfill plans for industrial expansion
under the five-year plan and the demands of the estab-
lished armed forces? y

" Today the Russian army has reached the pinnacle
of power.

Well-advertised demobilization has been balanced
in part by continuous conscription. It is undoubtedly
the largest army in the world, with at least 3,000,000
troops in eastern Siberia, the maritime provinces and
Manchuria and over 2,750,000 in western Russia, the
periphery or satellite states and the Transcaucasian and
Karelo-Finnish republics.

Such an enormous army, although surprising in a
state that invariably places itself in the van of “peace-
loving, democratic nations,” is in keeping with tradition.
Sinne emergence of the Rhssion state in the 14th cen-
tury, the army has always been large.
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Equipment in the last war’s weapons is excellent,
Tanks; guns and mortars are bigger, combat soldiers
more heavily armed and sheer mass of materiel more
impressive than anywhere else in the world.

Command, again measured by 1945 standards, is
good. Marshal George Zhukov, who now has the im-
pottant southern command, which includes approaches
to the Balkans, the Middle East and Turkey, is a general
of great experience, sagacity and leadership. JMarshal
Konstantin K. Rokossovsky, in command in the North,
with Finland, Leningrad and the Baltic states in his
parish, is perhaps a more brilliant tactician, but lacks
Zhukov’s enormous drive. '

Marshal Ivan S. Konev, commander in chief, in
Moscow is considered a step below his two principal
field commanders by foreign experts. He is, however,
an experienced and accomplished soldier, direct and
lacking in subtlety. The lasttwo qualities are fortunate
ones for the professional-soldier closest to the Byzantine
atmosphere of the Kremlin court.

Vagsilevsky, the chief of stff, is a supremely con-
fident man. To foreign military men he shows little
or no interest in such subjects as developmert of air
power since 1939 or amphibious warfare, both weak
spots in the Russian military picture.

In 1945 the political bureau, on advice of leading
army commanders, took two important military deci-
sions. The first was against embarking on a program
of extensive naval expansion. The second was against
construction of a long-range heavy bombardment arm
for the air force.

The navy, except for submarine construction, has
remained static since the close of the war.

It is composed of aged and uncertain legacies of
the czarist fleet, some equally uncertain products of
Soviet naval construction and some fairly efficient.
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modern craft captured from the Germans in the war,
or from the Americans and British in diplomacy.

Since removal from high position of most of the
senior officers who advoéated long-range bombardment,.
the Soviet air force has concentrated on support of the
ground ferces. _

Production of jet-propelled fighters has gone omn.
May 1, 1947, not fewer than 100 of them flew over the
Kremlin. From what the writer saw on airfields in
Minsk, Kiev, Odessa, Zaporozhe, Stalino and Rostov as
well as in Moscow, the Soviet air force is also well off
in light and medium bombers,

The only four-engined bombers evident are thoge
produced for major military demonstrations.

United States B-29s, forced down in Siberia and
Manchuria during the war, have provided models for
the Russians, who need them as much in aeronautical
as they do in automotive engineering, if they wish to
use them. One cof these B-29s was stationed outside
Moscow in 1946. Angther is supposed to have crashed
early last year.

Until today Russian military strength has rested
on the courage and devotion of the Russian soldier.

Today, aithough his importance on the battlefield
has declined, that soldier is still courageous, hardy and
imbued with a deep love of his homeland. Unceasing
propaganda urges him to love Communism as well.

There have been some difficulties in promoting the
latter romance. Since 1945, a constant stream of
directives has urged imposition of higher ideological
standards in the army through its lectures, newspapers
and magazines. The party plainly fears the army is
growing away from it; as it did once before.

Early in 1946 Stalin signed an order demanding
better discipline in the army as well as increased loyalty
to the ideological basis of the regime.
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Shortly afterward thé army took steps to clean
itself of the corruption, which, as in industry and
agriculture, had flourished during the war. To this
end private soldiers were invited to denounce their
officers, not only for ideological weaknesses but for
“illegal use of state property.”

One is Stl‘LlCi( by two thoughts after seeing such
parts of the Russian war machine as are exposed to
foreigners. The first is that the United States and Great
Britain contributed far more to the victory over Ger-
many than one would expect even after an extensive
tour of the fronts of western Europe.

The second is that the Russian army has reached the
apex of its power about ten years too late and at a time
when vast masges of machinelike soldiery, ponderous
tanks and tremendous guns are but minor equipment
for war. : :

(Copyright, 1948, New York Times)
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