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le 1, Shinya Uchida, after graduation from Tokvo

Hizher “Yommercial Schook in 1905, entered into business.

Oince 1924 when I became a member of farliament I entered

1.1to a political carcer., I was a Parliamentary Vice-liniste:

of the Navy from 1927 to 1929, a Parliamentary Vice-Minister
of Communication from 1931 to 1952, a Railway Minister from

1954 to 1936: and a “inister of Agriculture and Commerce in

1944, 1 was also a member of the House of Peers.

2. When I was Farliamentary Vice-Minister of the Navy
1 often hear from.officers of the Naval Ministry in charge of
the naval budget that they were being extremely annoyed with
the opoosition to the “aval O0ffice's demand for an increase in
thelr naval budget by Mr. Kava of the r'inance O0fficec.

Again when I was Railway Minister, Mr. Kaya, who was then
Chief of the Accountants Bureau of the Finance Ministrv, stre-
nuously endeavored to check the increase in the military bddget.
lhis led to a disagrecment bstween the War Ministry and the
Finance Ministry. fhere was a heated debate on this matter
at a cablnet Meceting in November 1934, when Finance dinister
Fujii who was suffering from ill health had to quit his seat,

unable to stand it any longer, and thereupon Mr. Kaya became
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through the nights As the issue threatened to oring about

1 political crisis, I asked the Minister of War to make a con-

(2

3slon, fearing that the downfall of the Okada Cabinet would

necan 1ts replacement by a Cabinet of the rightist group,

Judging
from the situation

in the country, at that time when the in-

fluence of the so-called lay 15 Incident was still strong. I

general account by apoling about ¥15,000,000,¢.. out of the

. Hallway Svecial Accounts to the sinking fund.

Some amounps

from the Communications Special Accounts and the Chozen Special

Accounts werec also added to this. By taking such expediencies

the drafting of the national budget for 1935 was completed and

a political cerisis was averted,

Again at cabinet meetings on the following year's national

budget jir. Kaya helped finance Minister Takahashi and turned

down the War Ministry's demand, which again brought about enten-

glements. Through the good effices of Communications Minister

viochizulki Prince Kan-in,

his influence,

pleted,

e With the advent of 1941 some deep~-thinking people

entertained a grave concern over the American-Japancse relations,
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North China Yevelopment

Mr. Kaya who was then President of the

Vo. Ltd. calied on me when he recturned from Peking at the bezin-

ning of Qctober of the same year. 1 remember both of us exchang

ing views to the offect that Japan should absolutely avold a

way with America.

4, AMr. Kaya 18 a financial expert with extended

sepvice in the Finance Ministry and is not a politician.

He did not belong to any political Darty or agsociations 1

nave never heard of hils affiliation with the militarists,

rightis¥s Or 1iftists. He had some connection with Yokusan
|

Seijikal (Imperial Rule Agsistanc: Political ngsociation)

in 1944 but was never heard having engaged in any political

activiticse

5 I remember it was about July 20, 1945. Prince

'l.).

Konoye told me to the following effcct: "I got a secrev order

from the Emperor to proceed to Russia to ask the Soviet Govern=-

ment for her good offices to bring about dence between Japan

and America and Rritain. I accepted this and am now making

sreparatlions. T shall take with me five or six agsigtants O

help me and wish to choose Mr. Kaya 4as my chief assistant for

this missione What do vou think of my choice?" 1o this 1 replied

that I was in perfect aprcement with him on his nomination, as

1 too considecred Mre Kaya best fittcd for the job.




