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Lieut .BHudson
Lieut, Hudson
Lieut.Budson
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XI1 TACTICAL AYD OPERATIONAL DATA (CONTINUED)

at rendezvous point where he shot at and saw hits 1n after fuselage
of another Zeke,

Lt(jg) Emerson

Pendezvoused after strafing attack on Katori daragea one ate
et beginning of nelee wheh e fired from head on, seeing hits and
niece fly off and got a 90% deflection shot when Nate turned
viclently away into a dive. With the sky full of Zekes, coning out
~»i the clouds and from below our planes began to form up into delene
Sive forretion when Emerson destroyed a Zeke with belly tank which
~Ce flat side run, Fmerson turning toward hin and explocding hin
vith a2 600 gefleetion shot. At this point Lt(jg) Parker vas last
~.en by Trerson. FEmerson then damaged a Zeke by getting hits on
volzets fuselage with 3 second burst from astern. Pulling beck up
“nto elee Trmerson destroyved a Zeke in head on run, seeing Tracers
cn into it and pieces flying off engine, the Zeke exploding and

—

jolting Tnerson's plane as he pulled up to avoid collision.

It(je) Parker

"lew wing on Enerson throughout the strafing attack on Katori and
was with “merson during fight with the Nate ancd the destruction
by Trerson of the first Zcke during the nmelee. After Lircrson
destroved the Zeke he and Parker were weaving together and were
trying to get back into formation when Zeke began @ run on rerker
frorn a little forward and above. Tnerson pulled over to shoot
at 7cke which dove to deck. As Emerson wrapped up 1ln a turn to
right he last saw Parker roll over to right firing on the tail of
a Zcke hezding in westerly direction in an almost vertical dive.
Thic was in the east central part of the narrow neck oi Inuba
Penninsula, Honshu, Japan, 350-30'N - 140°-20' E.

Licut. DeCecw '

After strafing Katori, encountercd llates in beginning of meclee
destroved a Nate who had just eompleted a run on another friendly
plane, rolling right over on hin getting a no deflection, alnost
heed on shot, pilot of Nate bailing out. DeCew, with his wingman
RBaden, fired on at least three other Nates during this nelec getting
dapaging hits on at least one of them,

Lt(jg) Baden

Tn the melee with the Nates Baden destroyed one Nate which cane
in high on port side of Baden and DeCew Who pulled up and around
hin, Baden getting full deflection to smaller degree deflection and
as thevy broke off flames shot out of starboard wing root and plane
passed out of sight engulfed in flames.

Lt(jg) Snowden

Snowden with Hartwig on his wing becanc separated from DeCew and
Baden in rmelee following rendezvous after strafing of Katori Airfield.
Snovden and Hartwig hcaded south toward liobara following Houck's
division. Snowden destroyed a Zecke getting on his tail, fire coming
out of the wing roots and engine cowling and then exploding. Snowden
and Hartwig rejoined DecCew, strafed llobara, rendezvoused over water,
and got into the second nelce. anowden destroyed a Zeke wihich he

caught in a dive, shooting at Zeke as they curved around a cloud.
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This Zcke burst into flame, burning 1n a big ball of fire and fell
into clouds at 2000t'. At the rendezvous point over the water he
shot 2t a Zcke which Hartwig got on and destroyed, this plane blowing
up in front of Snowden, some of the pieces hitting Snowden's plane,
snowden's planc was hit by a vullet from above which went 1into g5
right side of the fusclage at the cockplt coverrail, knocking out
gnovden' s corpass. He joined up and rceturncd with VBF=-9 sweep.

Lt(jg) Hartwig

Tn the nelee over the water after strafing of Mobara Hartwlg
Acstroyed a Zeke which Snowden had shot at, Hartwig hitting the
nlane in the cngine during a long burst from a range of 1000' to
T00'. The Zcke's engine began to smoke pedly and stopped cnd S1N0KEe
care out of Zeke's right wing. Hartwlg overran, cnowden startcd run

~renn behind and planc cxploded, picces hitting Snowdcn's planc.

Lieut. Hudson

wdson, in the nmelece after strafing Katori, got two tail shots
sne 90° deflection and one 150 deflcction from ahecad on 4 MNatcs,
cctting hits on each, danaging the four. He shot at scvcral otihcy
Tatos and Zekes without observing rosults and in another nclcc
damaged another Zeke when hc got a tail shot hitting along right
wing. Hudson and hils division returncd fron rendezvous not taking
part in attack on liobara Airficld.

bns, licLaurin

Damaged a Nate in niclee following rendczvous aftcr strafing of
Katori, gctting hits at port wing root with a 300 deflcction shot
fron above, the Nate starting to smokec as McLaurin pullcd up to
join Hudson, his division leader. During the continuing nclce a
Dinah approached fron NE at 3500!' and tried tTO clinb to clouds. This
Dinah was destroyed by lMcLaurin when he and Hudson got on Dinah!s
tail - lcLaurin hitting wing roots and cngines which started to burn
piececs flying of f ané hitting licLaurin's plane, Dinah scen to crash
on ground.

Lt(jz) Champion

Tn the nelee following the rendeczvous aftor strafing of Katori
Charpion fired on about cight Nates and Zekes hitting and damaglng
four. Champion, with Story protecting his wing probably destroyed
two Zckes getting good bursts into cach with 300 head on deflection
shots, both Zekes startlng to smoke as they passed out of sight.
Champion destroyed a Zeke ,which came hecad on, with a good burst at
300 dcflection, bullets hitting cngine and coekpit, the Zcke burning
brichtly and floundering around as if pilot died. Charipion then
pulled around on his tail, got two more bursts and Zeke cxploded.,

Lt(jg) Story.

As flight went in to strafe Katori his division pceled off to
sttack Zckes taking off from the field., Story flying wing on
Channion got a good 30° head on deflectlon shot at onc of the Zckes
and dcstroyed it, the Zeke crashing into the water.




q
s

XIT TALCTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA (CONTINUED)

CONFIDENTIAL

Report No, 1-4.5

<

Lieut. I'ranger

In the neclee with Nates after rendezvous following strafing of
Ketori, Franger destroyed a Nate by hitting him in thc cnginc on
a hcad on run, the Nate bursting into flames, burning furiously as
it nassed over Franger, Smecchuyzen, the wingman, sccing it cxplode.
Fraagor pullced out of this attack and damaged another Nate getting
on his tail. He saw bullets going into fuseclage but broke off to
switeh gas tanks, motor starting to quit.

Lt(j=z) Smeehuyzecn

As thc division recovered fron the attack on the Nate danaged by
Franger they dove on a Zeke in a tight turn, Snecechuyzen getting hits
around fusclage bchind the pilot damaging the Zcke - pullcc avay
heeause he was getting near Jap A/A. As the division approached
liobara Airfield to take part in strafing attack a couple of Zckes
wverce scen in the air so the diwision stayed up to eover thc atteack
and started after Zeke west of lobara, Smechuyzen getting good burst
~t feirly long range and danaging Zcke.

Tieut, FOLL11DS

After retircrient and rendezvous following strafing of Ratori he
cnraged 2 Nates at about 6500' damaging one Nate with a 600 to full
dol leetion sihot,

Licut., Ball

In rcleec after strafing of Katori Ball probably cestroyed a Nate
which Ball turned into as Nate came in on port bow - Ball scoring
meny hits all over Nate in a long burst in a head on run from above,
2 or 3 minutes 1ato§'§§Z§§§ c§pe in from left side, Ball pullcd
up in right turn a cke holding a long burst on the Zcke
frorn 900 deflection all the way around to a tail shot. Zeke shook
and wings rocked but continued on. Ball's guns werc not convergling
properly and had they been properly boresighted Ball woulcd have
probably done greater damage to thesc two planes.

Licut. Kussnann

In melce following recndezvous after strafing of Katori a Tate dove
through formation and pulled up in frond of Kussmann who dcstroyed
this Nate with a no deflection shot, the Nate burning well and
falling out of control. Kussmann probably destroycd another Nate
which canme in from the right side and pulled right in frond of
Kussmann and Connor, his wingman, who were thcn in a sharp turn,
Kussmann hitting Nates's wing and fusclage, pieces flaking off and
causing a small fire in the fuselage even with, or a little aft of
the nilot. Kussmann danaged two Oscars in this same nelce, he shot
at onc which dove through the formation and continued beclow and ahead
and at tha other by making a sharp turn to right with full ceflcctlon
shot at this Oscar which was on the tail of another FOF.
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Lt(jg) Connor

Tn the nelee after rcndcervous following strafing of Katori Connor
destroved a Fate which dove tharough the formation, Connor gctting
a 15-250 dcflection shot, “racers cntering englne and fusclage, @
srin1l flame breaking out of left side of engine, Nate pulling up
sharply to left, burst into flamc and headed for the ground out of
control almost on his back.

"he following 1s a

tabulation of thc planes dcstroycd, srobably

deerroyved and damaged in the strafing attacks on Katori and liobara

/

Adiriielas

KATORI i - Probably
Naie Destroyed Destroyed  Denaged
Zckoe 2 1
1010 2 i
Nate 1 2
Tabby i3
Betty 1
Kate or Jill 2
9ingle Engine Plane 2 2 4
Twin Einginc Plane L 2 i | 2
Total 3 6 12
MOBARA
Zeke 1 f 1
Single Tngine Plane 4 i
Total 2 i e

Grand Total
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