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On 8 April 1945, L plus 7, 4 Fli=2 took off at 0526 I from USS MAXIL
1SLAND for Target Cambat Alr Patrol at Okinewe Jimae They were voctored
after reporting on station in the dirscotion of bogeys near a foroe of
owr shipse Thay were then advized tha' salvos would be fired by owr
ships iz the direction of the bogeye A Val was Tallvhoed at 0635 I,

3 miles away at the swwe altitude as the CAP, 900 lecl. T e Val elimbed
for clouds which was &t 2000 feot; it carrkd a bamb under its fuselage
and was o mottled broenm and green in clor with the usual red maatballs.
e FHe2s chased and sasily caught the Val which [ired fnecourately at
theme LDursts from Lt. Ueorge Lhaw-lorthorn end Ltel{ Jr) ¥iller into the
cockpit and starboard wingroot resuited in U ‘mla' bursting into (lamo,
nosins over and golny into the watere. <he ensounter took place aboub

2 milep soutlwest of Yerana lettoe. val's sole evasion was an atbompl

to reach the cloud saver abovee After being relivved on CAP the {light
was given permission to atteck targete of opportunity on le Shimse. An
areoa (8834 Dog Jig 8934 King (ueen Villlam local grid ) eontaining huts
was strafed md firee were startede IThe flight rebturned to base av

Pilots = Lbte Gear po Shuw=Corthorn, Lbse(jz) Luene Ce Hiller,
Alfred Le Honahsn, Haymond Be Howard
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