HEADQUART 7R

U.5. STRATIGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
LPO #234

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCASCO,

INTERROGATION NO. 59 PLACE Tokyo, Japan
(Obtain from G-2) DATE 16 October 1945
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Division of Origin_  CIVILIAN DEF

NSE

Subject: POST RAID CLEARANCAE AND REPAIRS
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Personnel interrogated and background of each:

TAKANO, Tsutomu -- Engineer in Roads Section, lHome Ministry,

YUZAWA, Mr. -- (Cfflcial attached to Roads Section, Home
Ministry

MaCEIDA, Tomatu =-- Planning Section, Home Ministry, Formerly
Head of rablle Propercy sectlon, Alr
Def'ense Hq,

bngincer in Roads Section, Home Ministry.

—

YAMADA, Mr. --

Where 1interviewed: MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS.
Interrogator: Lt. Col, SHOIMaK9R and Lt, F,H, LEWIS.
Interpreter: Mr. KERR,.

Allied Officers Prasent: bnsign D,P, HOLNSTZIN, USNR.,

ocummary:s

The interrogation developed the fact that plans for
post alr raid clearance were not made until after the October
1944 raid, Although no law had been passed to provide funds
for the purpose, the central government provided funds upon
request from prefectures, distribution being made through Air
Raid Defense General Headquarters., In cases of emergency,
funds were provided direct to cities and towns,
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INTERROGATION

DXd *the cen*ral =zovernment issue mrders to the city to clean

- - " - . ' -\ N oy & '
away posw rasd~doebris?

Yez, the prefectures had some money sei aslde I'or this pur-
pose, when these fTunds proved insufrficient the preiectures
requested additional funds from the central government,

Was a law passed tc provide for this?

No, the money was disziributed by the Air Raid Defense
General Headguarters, There was no law, orders were issued
in the name of the Homne Ministry.

Did your section have connection with the Air Raid Defense
General Headquarters?

The head of the Air Raid Defense Generval Hesdduaariers was
the Minister of Heme iffairs, and the officials of the Aip
Detf'ense General Headquarters paralleled the officials of
this Ministry,

With what section of the Air Defense General Headquarters
did this particular section (roads) correspond?

The equipment section.

Which section of the Air Defense General Headquarters
handled post-raid clearance?

- The public properties section.,

When did the first request for help come in?%

We cannot answer this at the moment, we will try to obtailn
this inform:tion before the end of this interview,

In suvplying money and material for post-raid clearance 4did
the central governuent deal only with the prefectures or
did they also deal directly with the local city and towns?

In theory we did net deal directly with the cities, however,
in cases of emergency we were forced 1

Did the central government take the initiative in supplying
money and material for post-raid repairs?

Yes, otherwise it would have been ton slow. There is a
system through which this assistance was given, I will get
you a document describing this system,

Did you have volunteers to help with the actual work in the
flelad?

%)

Yes, but they had no direct connection with the Air Defense
General Headgquarters,

What responsibility did the central government take in re-
pairing roads?

We gave funds and material,
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How much money di,the central government sulgy?
Iwo=-thirds of the total amount necessary was contributed
by the central government and the other one-third was
supplied locally. From October 1944 we set aside a six
million Yen budget which was to be supplemented as
necessary. J{he alr raids, however, became so fierce that
they were only able to repailr such vital and necessary

installations as the water works in Osaka and Nagoya, as
a consequence oniy one-half of this budget has been spent.

Why did you wait until 1944 to set aside a budget for

post-raid clearance?

: oSerious bombings 'did not start until last year,

_Weren't the first raids'prior to October?

Yes, but as they were not anticipated there were only local
preparations in effect.

Did these raids result in further preparations?

They did to a degree but we still did not anticipate the
magnitude of the ralds until October.

Was there any increasce in preparations after the Doolittle
raid in 19427%

Although Air Defense preparations were carried out from
1937 there were no preparations made for clearance until
last year, We regret that this office cannot give you
information concerning the. actual engineering processes
involved.,

Is this office familiar with shelters?

Yes, I will bring you a document describing it.

Did this section handle post-raid temporary housing?

No, that was handled by the emergency instructions section,

By whom was the metal remaining on bombed=out property
salvaged? |

Ifhis 18 only our personal opiviions as we have no relisple
authority on this subject, but we believe that it was
collected by the owner of the property. In the event the
owner was killed someone having connection with the property
probably salvaged all available scrap metal,

Did thils section issue any instructions to any person Qr
group on post-raid clearance?

I will bring.you one of the pamphlets which we distributed
concerning emergency repairs, |

Will you give us a list of the people 1n Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto,
Nagasaki, and Nagoya who were responsible for carrying out
post-raid clearance in those areas?

We shall supply you with this list.
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