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grabbing 
something for 
balance is 
instinctive
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hanging a 
jacket to claim 
a chair comes 
through social 
learning 
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Co-Opting
we make use of opportunities
present in our current surroundings

Wednesday, October 15, 14



Co-Opting
involves using both instincts and social learning
with a focus on our own personality.
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yahoo combines twitter and wikipedia widgets
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circa gets users to follow stories and has created a pattern for snippets
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the same content format is reused in many different ways
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Wikiweb collapses infoboxes to create a clean solid structure.
It is considered a good app for reading wikipedia. (See App Store Ratings)
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Wikiweb shows connections between articles
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  There is more value in staying and reading here if there is learning    
  presented beyond a long form narrative.
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Once you check in, Yelp presents 5 easy questions before providing a low 
barrier to entry task such as adding a photo if you have never written a 
review before.
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Learning can be supported in many ways and at different paces - visual, 
timelines, content mashup based on a users attention span and screen 
size.
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If you dont know what you want me to focus on, then I don’t 
know what to focus on. What do we expect a reader to do once 
they get their basic ‘what is this’ question answered.

This isn’t manipulation, its choreography, which can be used 
for the immense benefit of the user because we can curate the 
content experience for all kinds of learners.

Attention on a 
small screen
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    Yahoo news was redesigned for mobile ground up. Looks and works nothing like
    the desktop site.
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    NPR One was redesigned for mobile ground up, and is much more streamlined
    than the desktop site.

Wednesday, October 15, 14



If you dont know what you want me to focus on, then I don’t 
know what to focus on.

This isn’t manipulation, its choreography, which can be used 
for the immense benefit of the user because we can curate the 
content experience for all kinds of learners.

Attention

     
    The readers who we can engage outside the long form narrative will find value in 
    reading on the wikipedia app, because of the various ways in which we will support
    learning
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Consistent structures create quick scan zones and actions for
users, so they don’t have to read a lot of content.
eg. edit saved/ see other uses of this title (disambiguation)

Structure
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Visual feedback helps scan a screen quickly. If we leverage existing mental 
models, we can also divert a users attention towards the next task.
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Anna north has 3296 tweets
She is following 993 people 
She has 6391 followers

Twitter could be like this....
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But its actually like this, so users look for the number in the rightmost 
corner and hit the follow action.
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1. Support learning for a quicker pace, short attention 
span and a small screen.

2. Leverage the social learning from other apps, so we 
can direct users towards repeat micro-contributions.

In order to support 1 and 2, the interface must 
get out of the way. Leverage common patterns so a user 
doesn’t have to stop and resolve our interface.
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