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IX. Part of a Letter from Mr. B. Sherman
to Dr. Hans Sloane, ®. S. Sec. concern-
ing the Bones of a dead Foetus, taken out of
the Uterus of a Cowy and of a Callus
that fupplied the Lofs of ®art of the Os

Femoris.

SIR,

O U will receive with this a Curiofity which E

~ thought might not be unacceptable to yous ’tis
the Bones of a Calf that perithed in the Orerus of its
Dam after the following manner, as I had the Account
from the Perfon who fold the Cow to the But-

cher.

The Cow was very unthrifty, for which they
gave her Cow Phyfick, and fuch Drinks as they ap-
prehended proper for ber ; notwithftanding which fhe
srew worfe, and continued a great while in a lean,
pining, wafting Condition, and was reducd to fo
weak a State, that they concluded fhe would dyes
wh=n on a fudden fhe began to eat her Meat, and
did thrive fo very faft, that in Six or Eight Months
fh: was fo fat as to be Sold to the Butcher; who,
when he kilI'd her, found thefe Bones in her -
teris, it as youw will fee them in the Box, Mii as
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dry, there beirg no munner of Moifture in the Bag
(as he call'd-it) in which the Bones were contain’d.
The fame Digeftive Humour, which diffoiv’d the Skin
and Mufcular Parts of the Calf, might (1 prefume)
reafonably enough be fuppos’d to diffolve the Car-
tilages, and (for ought I know) even part of the Bones
in a Fetus. 1 am pretty fure what [ fend you is all
the Butcher found, and I believe you will find them
compleat 5 but of what Age the Fermus was, or
whether, if the Cow had not been kill'd, there
would have been a total Diffolution, I muft leave to
your more curious Judgment to determine.

I am inform’d by fome Phyfitians to whom I have
fhewn thefe Bones, that there are many fuch In-
ftances in Anatomical Writerss and particularly one
of a Woman, whofe Fetus diffolv'd fo perfeitly, that
fome of the Bones digefted through her Abdomen;
and (which I think is more ftrange) that the fame
Woman had Children afterwards.

Whether thefe Bones would in time have made
their way through the Abdomer of the Cow, I am
not able to judge; all I can aflure you is, That thefe
Bones were found as is above exprefsd, and that the
Fa& may be proved by Witnefles of undoubted Cre-
dit.

POSTSCRIPT.

" Could not omit te fubjoyn an Obfervation ia my
own Praftice, which alfo may not be unworthy
your Obfervation; 'Tis of a Compound Fralure, whicix
happen’d on the Thigh of a Young Man about Se-
ventcens:
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-venteen : I was oblig'd to take out the whole Subftance of
Os femoris about Two Inches; and yet, by keeping
a due Extenfion, Nature did in four Months fupply
fuch a Callas, that the Part is not a quarter of an
Inch fhorter than the other fide; and the Perfon is
as f{trong -as -ever, and walks without any Lame-
nefs.

JKeldon mear Witham in Effex,
September 4. 1708.
- Yonrs, &c.

B. Sherman,
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