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Wikimedia 
Foundation

Imagine a world in which every 
single human being can freely share 
in the sum of all knowledge. 

That’s our commitment. 



Not just Wikipedia



A GLAM-Wiki collaboration  is a partnership for 
mutual benefit which uses the potential of Wiki 

projects to open up your collection

By Glamlogo.jpg: User:Husky and h3m3ls, Mischa de Muynck and Niels derivative work: PKM (Glamlogo.jpg) [CC BY-SA 3.0]



Open data
Open knowledge
Open culture
… & the public domain



How do 
museums benefit 

from open 
culture?

Reaching new audiences

Potential for collections to be used 
in innovative ways

New income streams

Benefits to research & education

Availability of collections online 
correlates with increased likelihood 
to make an in-person visit



Museums need to be ready for a 
culture of open.

Fear of loss of control
Fear of loss of revenue
Lack of skills



Change is 
coming, but 
slowly

http://www.communia-association.org/2015/12/04/1761/ 

http://www.communia-association.org/2015/12/04/1761/
http://www.communia-association.org/2015/12/04/1761/


Attitudes
Skills
Infrastructure



Museums can get involved by...

Running an event

(Editathon, 
Backstage Pass)

Training volunteers

Curator training

Image donation

Adding or improving 
article content

By Lirazelf (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0]



● 643+ images donated
● 23.6% integrated 
● Monthly pageviews 1.7m 
● Monthly page views on 

English Wikipedia > 1.3 m



Editing Wikipedia
- for curators & other 

museum staff



Pillars of Wikipedia

★ An encyclopedia

★ Neutral point of view

★ Free content

★ Respect & civility

★ No firm rules

By Thermos (Thermos) (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 (http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 



More than meets the eye

★ Quality & ratings scale in Wikiprojects
★ Vandalism picked up quickly
★ Wikipedia is more accurate than you think
★ Study by Nature in 2005, found Wiki nearly as accurate as 

Britannica (2.92 errors per article comp to 3.86 on 
Wikipedia.)

★ Journal of Clinical Oncology, 2010 found Wiki as accurate as 
Physician Data Query.

★ Ease of editing reflects ongoing debate



Topics should meet Wiki’s 
standard of notability

No original research - 
“verifiability not truth” 

Avoid conflict of interest - don’t 
write about yourself, your 
friends, family, workplace, 
employer.



The Wiki-
Detective 
Challenge

★ Find today’s featured article, & 
its talk page

★ Who was the most recent 
contributor? 

★ What did they contribute?
★ In which other languages is it 

written?
★ In which categories does it fall?

By Employee(s) of Universal Studios (Photograph in possession of SchroCat) [Public domain]



Create your user page



Let’s talk about 
markup

Just a little bit...

{{this is a new user}}

{{New user article}}

{{New user being trained}}

{{reflist}}

~~~~ to sign a talkpage



Prepare your article in 
your sandbox

Search for the article 
name

Click “Create”

Copy & paste…

Add {{new user article}} 
to the talk page

Benoit Rochon [CC BY 3.0], via 
Wikimedia Commons



Thanks!
I’ll drop by your talk page soon with some useful bits & 
pieces… and please join the Scot-Wiki mailing list!

[[user:lirazelf]]
sarat@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk 
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