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Once upon a time...

Someone came up with the great idea of an 
internet encyclopedia collecting the sum (or 
should it be summary?) of all knowledge.



Once upon a time...

Someone came up with the great idea of an 
internet encyclopedia collecting the sum (or 
should it be summary?) of all knowledge.

Wikipedia was born.



It started...

English



It grew...

English, Français, Deutsch, Nederlands, Italiano, 
Português, Español, Norsk, Sámegiella,...



And
grew
...



So did the collection of images

As it felt ‘strange’ to need to upload every image 
for every language, someone came up with the 
idea of sharing those images.



So did the collection of images

As it felt ‘strange’ to need to upload every image 
for every language, someone came up with the 
idea of sharing those images.

Wikimedia Commons was created.



Linking

If we link the article about Máxima 
Zorreguieta to her home country, 
why not link it to the article in their 
language (Español), or to the 
article in Українська? As the 
number of Wikipedia’s grew, so did 
the number of interwikilinks.



Linking

Originally every item linked to their related article in 
any language. But with the growing number of 
articles and languages, this became quite a 
burden to maintain.

The article about Maxima exists in 43 languages, so 
there should be 1806 links between them. Adding 
one translation leads to 43 articles to be updated.



Linking starwise

Why not collect these links in a central repository, 
so requesting there for all links would be sufficient?

This idea was realised and Wikidata was born.



Linking starwise



Linking starwise



Why not add more?

Having knowledge of the existence of all articles 
about someone (or something) in one place, was 
a start.



Why not add more?

Having knowledge of the existence of all articles 
about someone (or something) in one place, was 
a start.

Why not collect information about this subject in 
the same location?



Wikidata as we know it

This idea was studied, many challenges were 
fought and now Wikidata is available.



Wikidata: multilingual

Challenges like multilingual data items.

Should we type ‘Nederland’ as the name of this 
country? Someone else will call it ‘Pays-Bas’, 
‘Países Baixos’, ‘Olaand’ or ‘نلللللللیدرلللینڈز ’ (for me, unpronounceable…) 



Wikidata: Nederland?

Challenges like multilingual dataitems.

Should we type ‘Nederland’ as the name of this 
country? Someone else will call it ‘Pays-Bas’, 
‘Países Baixos’, ‘Olaand’ or ‘نلللللللیدرلللینڈز ’ (for me, unpronounceable…) 

Qualifiers came to a help, so ‘Q55’ will do.



Wikidata: Q55



Wikidata: Q55 – Labels



Wikidata: Q55 – Languages



Wikidata: Q55 – Descriptions



Wikidata: Q55 – Aliases



Wikidata: Q55 – And more



Wikidata: Statements

So we have a label and a description in many 
languages. But what do we know?



Wikidata: Statements

So we have a label and a description in many 
languages. But what do we know?

There is so much to know about so many 
subjects…

We call these statements.



Wikidata: Q55 – Statements



Wikidata: Q55 – Properties

Property



Wikidata: Q55 – Values

Property

Values



Wikidata: Q55 – Values by qualifier

Property

Values

More qualifiers!



Wikidata: Q55 – Images

Property

Values



Wikidata: Q55 – Editing
Values



Wikidata: In my language



Wikidata: In my language



Wikidata: Q55 – Values by qualifier

Property

Values

More qualifiers!



Wikidata: Q15304003



Wikidata: References



Wikidata: Revision history



Wikidata: Usage

In data driven infoboxes, which 
get information from Wikidata.
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In data driven infoboxes, which get information 
from Wikidata  and allow to edit the value of 
the property immediately.
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In data driven infoboxes, which get information 
from Wikidata  and allow to edit the value of 
the property immediately.



Wikidata: Usage



Wikidata: Usage

Saturday morning:

Workshop Listeria

by Edoderoo



Wikidata:
Usage



Wikidata:
Usage

Saturday morning:

Workshop creating 
maps

by OlafJanssen



Wikidata: Usage

Use your imagination!



Wikidata: Advice

Provide references to your information.

Wikimedians don’t believe your blue eyes



Wikidata: Advice

Provide references to your information.

Wikimedians don’t believe your blue eyes; they prefer 
sources.

Reliable sources...



Wiki Techstorm programme

After this introduction, tea and coffee are 
served in the hall way.

You are welcome to visit Borneo 1 and see 
what tasks can be picked up by you.

Mentors are available for any questions 
about the tasks.



Wiki Techstorm programme

Enjoy contributing!



Wiki Techstorm programme

Images:
● Queen Maxima Máxima Zorreguieta: CC0, RVD, Jeroen van 

der Meyde (oktober 2015)
● Nijlânnermolen Workum: CC0, Gouwenaar (15 augustus 

2011)
● Map of Dutch public libraries: CC-BY-SA, OlafJanssens (2019)
● Wordclouds: CC-BY-SA, RonnieV (2019)
● Screen captures: CC-BY-SA, Wikidata/Wikipedia (2019)
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