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Semicolon



Semicolon definition:

-the punctuation mark (;) used to indicate a major division in a sentence where
a more distinct separation is felt between clauses or items on a list than is

indicated by a comma, as between the two clauses of a compound sentence.

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/semicolon







Ex: Tom ate breakfast with his

family, and then he left for his trip.
Tom ate breakfast with his family;

then he left for his trip

The most frequent use of the semi-
colon is between two complete

sentences. It can be substituted for a
comma plus a conjunction.



Use semi-colons before (and commas
after) conjunctive adverbs that come
between two sentences.

Ex: Unemployment was down; consequently, the
stock market surged.



Remember to make sure there is a
COMPLETE sentence on BOTH sides of the
conjunctive adverb.

 Ex: The butcher started work early; however, he was
still unable to fill the order in time. The butcher,
however, was not included on the guest list. (This is
only one sentence, there is no semi-colon here.)





Do NOT use a semi-colon with a conjunction.
Ex: Tom ate breakfast; and then he left.


