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; Def. DOC. No. 1886 - -

The Exvlanatlon of the Premier at
the Imperial Conference on 1 Decembor

By the Imperial permission, I will sponsor the proccedings
of the Confarence. - ‘ \

In accordance with the decision of ,the Imperial Conferance
of 5 November, the Govarnment has taken all pcssible sieps,
concentrating all its enorgies, To adjust the reiations with
the linited Statzs, whila the Imperial Army and Navy have made
offorts to complete treir prepsrations for operantions, The
United States, however, has not shown any =igr ol concession |
from 1ts past pesition. DMorenvewr, sha servea, jolnlliy with 1
Britain, the Netherlernds and Chica, rew cemsnda such as the |
unconditional over-a.i witinér i of vadaness troopsg, the '
withdrawal of recugnitiorn of uvne Nepkiig “cverument, and the
nullification of the Triparzite Pact, procpni3ing unllateral « )
concessions py Japen. Shouli Japae snubmit o her demands, not
only sould Japan's prestigo be antirsly desctroyed and the solu-
tion of the Ckini Afrfair randersd impossidble, but Japan's
existence itself would be endaneered. It is now claar that
Japan's claims cannot be atitsinad throush diplomatic measures.
Meanwhila, tha Unitsd Statss, Britain, the Netherlands svq
China have increasingly strengthensd thelr economlic and mili--
tary pressure upon Japan. From the viewpolnts both of Japan's
national powar and of strategy, it 1s now utterly lmpossible
for Jdapan to permit the presont situation to continue any
longer. In such clrcumstances, Japan now hss no other way
than to wage war against the Unitzd Svates, Britain and the
Netherlands in order to achleve a solution.of the present erl-
tical situstion and to sscure its existence and s=self-
defenss.

. We are filled with trepidation to think that 1t causas
much anxlety to His Imperial Majesty to plunge into a great
war at the present moment when the China Affalr has already
lasted for four years.. Upon careiul consideratlion, howaver, 5
- 1t is my belief that our naticnsl power is now several times
as strong as bofore the outbreak of the China Affalr, that our
national solidsarity 1s all the more tightsned, and that the
morale of the Imperial Army and Navy is exceadingly high. I
am convinced that the whole nation, presoniing a united front
and laying down their lives for the sake ol ths country, will
surely deliver us from the pre.:nt national crlsis. I hope
that you will give du= deliberation vo the oub ject placed before
you. Concerning matters of diplomatic ncgotiations and mill-
tary operations, explanation will be given by the Cabinet
ministers concerned and the High Command.
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Def. Doc. No. 1886

I, Hayashi Kaoru, Chief of the Archives Secticn of the

~ 1panese Ministry, hereby certify that the documont hereto at-

ached in Japanese, consisting of 2 pages sand eniitied "The
ixplanation of the Premier ai the Imporial Confsrence on 1 December
“1941" i3 an exact aud irue copy of an official document of the

Japanaaé Foreign Ministry.

Certified at Tokyo,
on this 7 July 19,7.

wayashi Kaoru.

—

Vitenss: Urabe Katsuma

Translation Certificate

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the Defense, hereby certify that I
. conversant with the English and Japanese .languages, and that -
he foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a correét

ranslation of the orlginal document.

-

H, Nishi
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