OPNAV-16-V-#537

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFID EN<FIA L

|. GENERAL .

= Fd

(a) Unit Reporting VC=76 (b) Based on or at USS PETROF EAY (CVE 80) (¢) Report No._ 83

(d) Take off: Datel? February 1945 Time (LZT)1010 = 10  (Zone): Lat._ 240 35" 1 _[_ong_lé'k{fro 25' B
(e) Mission Strike on Iwo Jima Tslamnd . Af) Time of Return 1233 = 10 (Zone)
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY T_HIS REPOB_T. o o IR
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES 7 -~
TAgplg\IG ERE@?T/% ATTT,ﬁFg:GKEI-ING CARRIED (PER PLANE) e Bt
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

4 TBM 3-500 J GP Inste. nose and tail
TBM=1C VC=-76 | 8 | . 8 | 4 TBM 10-100 - GP Inst. nose and tail

4 TBM 6-5" HER Rase fugme

IIl. OTHER U. 5. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
=2 | | 8 |USS STEAVMER BAY (CVE87) 4o o ., W
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) ! (f) ] (g)
TYPE NO NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
A — - . 1 (ZONE) | T /= o | R "
- _ (ZONE) | R | . ) )
] e e | o\
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)__ et Bscena o e B oot
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?_—______|f so, Describe Clouds -
(YES OR NO) | ' (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHSE OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
EIY B S e e R (k) Visibility i} I
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) ' (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: | | - ! (d)
TYPE — e S | N A . DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER | GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE . CLAIMED
l I |
e i e - — e PP NG S e N |i il - _ = J{
! N - ] | |
I— . . |
| |
e ——— = e e A MO S S i ———— s =% == T ==
e — r i == e e ! = e ==
IR NPT i ST e
I—— T = NS R ,’r_ = e - - .
o e i = b = N o - b b = . - g
— L ISP S, Y S . e UL W .
. U T W b T N - B I SIS - )
I B -~ e ———
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VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).
(c) ' (d) (e)
TYPE C():\)IN A/C SQU:‘SRON WPEcédjNSE OEYBE’EERﬁgﬁg’NQL CCAUSE ;gl?—EsEgltrTg}TiaﬁgéLe%u(i;ir;’énirTw?{ ) (Give BEEESJ -Srer%FI nLu(r?r?t?eroos‘ 5?&:\ ((:J—JeEE:troyed)
] 7 S
2 ) _ .
3 N - ’
4 s AT _—
> " N I —— ] pepst e 2
6 . ] ST WL AT .
7 . ~ ) N S . m L
r . perh, . ) . . )
9 o —————— . ) S ~ ]
[ R | - - R - B -
11 - . B e | B ) 1 )
12 — L nte M aa - B .
13 - - ) .
14 ) R . R T fumetis: -
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in 1i only, identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
~_VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) lg) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C ouUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
TRM=1C| 48 4.8 Lo a0 1860 ) 400 8
~IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over - ) - i
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm - ) S
L IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm B

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CL.IMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-V-#S37
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. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

REPORT No._ 88

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).

2. Area north of east boat basin, Iwo Jima
(a) Target(s) and Location(s)le Beach area south-east Iwo Jima (b) Time Over Target(s) 1195 = 10 (7Zgne)

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

(¢) Clouds Over Target__Cunulus, 5000 = 6000, 4/10

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(d) Visibility of Target__Clear (e) VisibilityLlO miles

(CLEAR, HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.)

(MILES)
: ) * " . ‘ nT
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type__ Glide bombing Bomb Sight Used_____tone
(LEVEL, GL.DE OR DIVE) {TYPE)
= . % T 2 : q
Bombs Dropped per Rund=500j: or 10-100;= Spacing Both trainad  Altitude of Bomb Release1890
(NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)
salvo
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed _Probably Destroyed Damaged
(i) - ¥ ~ R N (m) (n)
A'MIN‘(;"POWT DIMENSIONS or |1 NO. A/C ATTACKING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NGO HITSOn |  DAMAGE (Nome, sifht
TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point serious, destroyed or sunk)
1 South-east beach 8 TBM=1C 9 - 500 = All bombs 3 pillboxes
area, 800 vds in from water VC=76 20 = 100 s~ anjd rockets destroyed
2 8 =2 6 = 5" HER in area
3Area north ol easf 5 TBM=1c 20 = 100 - IAll bombs
__boat basin, Iwo Jima VCw=76 3 = 500 in area None observed
4
5
6
7
8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

(p) Were Photographs Taken? No Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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» " 1 P "~ -
Direct Support Group of 8 VT and 8 V&

1.ke south-east area of Iwo Jima
wards to point south-east of loto- Airfield /- ]
strike was *to LUDT 's of'f' the beache

directed by

m }- 0 .
LITrom L ’tt

1

each 2 L :
beach OoUrilbachi
ame.

c1ve cover to

n T 3
rour VH ade strafins vim Bl ~Wed hiyry RO Irm «arls 2 . y
- Vi A W L . 3 =4 4 WAl Ly j 1111_‘\1[ {,; -]:'”Iu' \J -,r 1 iy -!.C}L dl‘Oﬂ”}““f—l
T : -~ . ~ g | ™ s » C
portion of their bombs and fired rockets., Reme.lninge 4 U

*-.

withdrawal of the VT. Air

f'rom the attack.

F i, Qe - S . - .
soordinator reported 3 pillboxe

VT which
north of
Twe

Three
areca to
the beach.
Ar'ct.

did not dron o attack were
the T vard on Two Jima ﬁuaf;'ir
s , "NC\IE. e

nty 1004t and three 500/t GPp bembs were ¢

No swem*“4ﬂ damagre observed,

the a8

ALLSET MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER 0  PATENTED

REPORT No __ 83

1lan

dropped on

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

il

-

freely,

GCASCU to
110 I""i‘.; }’1_-

" Purnose of

8.

e 20 "'Tl:'"l T‘- g f':l

3

L
" e " | .
| - j.!_.. 7 p H ;.- :'_.-‘ Lo .L &i }

a f'rom

S
ti.lﬂ




OPNAV-16-V-#S37

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

X11l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment

Nt Use additional sheets if necessary).
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REPORT PREPARED BY:

N

APPROVED BY:

'Jo D. AHLSTROM, Lt., USNR, ACIO _

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY

Je We McCAULEY, Cdre,

SIGNATURE
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