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PREFACE.

The extreme difficulty of obtaining a complete set of the Acts of the

General Assembly, unless at a very exorbitant price, has long rendered a

new and more compressed edition most desirable. Several years ago, the

matter was brought under the notice of the Assembly, who appointed a com-

mittee with the view of considering whether this important object might

not be attained. This committee was again and again renewed ; but al-

though it is believed that some progress was made in obtaining subscribers

to the intended work, nothing effectual was accomplished.

Impressed with the importance of having the Acts of the Church in a form

accessible, not merely to Kirk-Sessions and other Judicatories, but also to

the Office-bearers of the Church individually, and her Members in general,

and encouraged by the countenance so generally given to their Book of

" Styles," The Church Law Society have ventured to undertake the

publication of a new edition of the Acts.

At a meeting of the Society, held in May 1842, a committee, consisting

of the Rev. Mr Petrie of Kirkwall, Dr Cunningham of Edinburgh, Mr Pit-

cairn of Cockpen, Mr Omond of Monzie, and Mr Wood of Westruther,

with Mr James Crawford, jun., W.S., and Mr William Wood, Accountant,

was appointed for the purpose of taking the necessary steps for carrying the

work into execution. The committee immediately entered on their labours ;

and having succeeded in completing the work, the Society has now the sa-

tisfaction of presenting, in one volume, the Acts of the General Assembly

of the Church of Scotland, from 1638 to 18-i2, inclusive.
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As the proceedings of the Assembly do not constitute any part of the

law of the Church, and as a republication of them would have swelled the

work to an inconvenient size, and added very largely to the expense, these

have been omitted in the present edition ; and, in the Acts themselves, all

mere matters of form have been avoided, such as the Royal Commission,

the Sovereign's Letter, with the Assembly's Answer, the Commission for

discussing Affairs referred to them, and the Commission for managing the

Royal Bounty. In regard to these, however, nothing of importance is

omitted. The Royal Letter and Answer are always given when circum-

stances connected with the particular time, or with the communications

themselves, appear to invest them with more than usual interest. The

special Addresses to the Throne, of which there are many, are printed with

scarcely an exception. Any change in the terms of either of the Commis-

sions annually appointed by the Assembly is uniformly noticed. In

the earlier Acts, the names of the Ministers and Elders appointed as Com-

missioners are generally given, also in a few cases in subsequent years,

where, from particular circumstances, their insertion may be interesting.

Notices are occasionally given, from the Abridgment of the Proceedings, of

important discussions which took place in the General Assembly.

In regard to the many Overtures which appear among the printed Acts

of the original edition, care has been taken in each case to ascertain whe-

ther an Act was ultimately passed on the subject ;—if so, reference is

made accordingly, and the Overture is not printed ; but where the Over-

ture does not appear to have been enacted, the fact is stated in a note, and

the Overture itself is given at length.

Copious Indices have been appended to this Edition, which it is hoped

will add much to its value, as the want of these has long been felt. Be-

sides a Table of Contents, which appears at the commencement, there is a

full Index of Matter, an Index also of Proper Names, with Lists of Royal

Commissioners, Moderators, Clerks, Procurators, and Agents, from 1638 to

the present date.
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In passing through the press, the work has been compared with the

Assembly's copy of the Acts, the use of which was kindly granted, and all

possible care has been taken to secure accuracy. It is earnestly hoped,

therefore, by those who have undertaken the work, that it will meet with

the approbation of the Office-bearers and friends of the Church ; and that it

will not only be found a valuable acquisition in the conduct of the busi-

ness of our Ecclesiastical Judicatories, but that it will be instrumental in

making the history and actings of the Church of Scotland more generally

known and better understood.

THOMAS PITCAIRN,
Convener of Committee of Church Law Society.

15th Mat 1843,
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THE

ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE SOLEMNE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND, INDICTED BY THE KING'S MAJESTIE.
AND CONVEENED AT GLASGOW, THE 21 OF NOVEMBER, 1638.

TO THE READER.

It were long, neither do we now intend, to represent, what, in the beginning, by the mer-
cies of our God and the ministerie of his faithfuU servants, was the Reformation of this

Kirk ; what purity of doctrine and worship ; what order, what authority, and what unity

continued for many years, by the prayers and labours of Ministers and Professours ; what
novations and corruptions have been introduced upon us of late, in the time of our divi-

sion and defection, by such as have ever been enemies to the crosse of Christ, and who have
minded earthly things ; how manyfold and how comfortable experience we have at this

time of the care and compassions of our Lord and Saviour, preventing the utter ruiue of

religion, and the horrible vastation of this Kirk, by looking upon the afflictions of his

people, by hearing their grones, mocked by the world ; and by moving the heart of our

gracious and dread Soveraigne, the King's Majestic, toconveen a free national! Assemblie,

for redressing tlie wrongs done to religion, and what undeniable testimonies and notable

manifestations of the divine presence and assistance of Clirist, have accompanied this

meeting and whole work. " Whoso is wise, and observeth these things, wUl see the loving-

kindnesse of the Lord."
For the present, it seemed necessarie that such of the Acts and Constitutions of the As-

semblie as are of most general! concernement sliould be published in print ; the correct

writing of so manie copies as were called for not beeing possible to be exped in due time,

and the Kirk having resolved upon this course in former times, which, had it been keeped,

our defection, through the almost invincible ignorance of the proceedings of this Kirk, had
not proven so dangerous and deplorable.

In these Acts and Constitutions special! regard was had to our nationall Confession of

Faith, as it was at first and diverse times after professed, and is now of late sworn and
subscribed, that all men's mindes, who deliglit not to cavill, might rest satisfied in the true

^ meaning thereof, found out by the diligent search of tlie ecclesiastick registers. Our
care was also rather at this time to revive and bring to liglit former laudable acts, then to

make anie new acts, reflecting as little as might be upon tlie Reformation of other Kirks,

A
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and choosing to receive our directions from our own Reformation, approven by the ample
testimonie of so manie forein Divines ; according to the example of the venerable Assem-
blie at Dort, where speciaU caution was, that the 30 and 31 article of the Confession

of the Belgick Kirks, touching ecclesiastick order, should not be examined by strangers,

there being a difference touching that point amongst reformed Kirks. So manie as were
present can beare witnesse that all the members of tlie Assemblie were manie times called

on, and required to propone their doubts, and to give their judgements of everie article,

before it was inacted, that everie one might receive satisfaction, and from the full perswa-

sion of his minde, might give his voice ; wherein the unanimitie and harmonie was the

more admirable, that manie parting from their preconceived opinions, which had possess-

ed tlieir mindes, did most wiUinglie receive the light, which did now unexpectedly appear
from the records of the Kirk.

That this extract shall stop the mouthes of the malicious is more than we can promise,

or should be expected. We know there be some incendiaries, who would, with great joy

and content of minde, seek their lost penny in the ashes of tliis poore Kirk and kingdome ;

and we have already found, that our labours, and the grounds whereupon we have proceed-

ed, before they be seen, are misconstrued by so many as findes their hopes blasted, and are

come short of their earthly projects ; but our comfort is, that we have walked in the truth

of our hearts, as in the sight of God. Tliat the adversaries of the Kirk have not trans-

formed themselves into angels of light, nor can say they are doing God service, but are

seen in their colours, and do seek themselves, and that so many as have erred before, not
knowing the order and ('onstitutions of this Kirk, will, as obedient children to their mother,
speaking plainly and powerfully of old, ami now, after long silence, opening her mouth
again, and uttering lier minde in a free Assembly, hear her voice, and with that reverence i

that bcseemeth under the supreme Majestic of Christ, obey her directions, that being all I

of one minde, peace may be upon us, and upon the Kirk of God ; and the God of peace!
and love may be witli us.

ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Aci Sess. 6, Glasgow, November 27, 1638. Actfor trijing the Registers.

The testimonie of the committy, for tryall of the Registers, subscribed with theirl

hands, being produced, with some reasons thereof in another paper, and pubhcklyl
read, my Lord Commissioner professed that it had resolved him of sundry doubts,!

but desired a time to be more fully resolved.

The Moderatour desired that if any of the Assembly had any thing to say againsti

the said testimonie for the books, that they would declare it, and finding none to op-

])on, yet he appointed the day following, to any to object any tiling they could say;

I

and if then none could object, the Assembly would hold the Registers as sufficientlyl

approven.

Act Sess. 7, November 28. Act approving the Registers.

Anent the i-eport of the Assemblic's judgement of the authority of the books of As-!

senibly, the Moderatour having desired that if any of the Assembly had any thingi

to say, they would now declare it, otherwise they would hold all approven by the!

Assembly. I

The Commissioner his Grace protested that the Assemblie's approving these books,

I

or any thing contained in them, be no wayes prejudiciall to his Majestie, nor to thej

Archbishops and Bishops of this kingdome, or any of their adherents, because he had!
some exceptions against these books. My Lord Rothes desired these exceptions toj

be condescended on, and they should be presently cleared, and protested that these!

books should be esteemed authentick and obligatorie hereafter.

The whole Assemlilie all in one voice approved these books, and ordained the same
to make faith in judgement, and outwith in all time comming, as the true and au-
thentick Registers of the Kirk of Scotland, conform to the testimonie subscribed byj
the Committie, to be insert with tlie reasons thereof in the books of Assembly : Where-T
of the tenour followeth :

—

We, under-subscribers, having power and commission from the General Asseniblj
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now presently convcened and sitting at Glasgow, to peruse, examine, and cognosce,

upou the validity, faith, and strength of the books and registers of the Assembly
under-written, to wit : A register beginning at the Assembly holden the twcntie day
of December, 1560, and ending at the fourth Session of the Assembly holden the

twenty-eight of December, 1566.

Item, another register beginning at the General Assembly holden the second day
of June, 1567, and ending at the fourth Session of the Assembly holden at Perth the

ninth day of August, 1572, which register is imperfect and mutilate in the end, and
containeth no leaf nor page after that page which containeth the said inscription of

the said fourth Session, which two registers bears to be subscribed by John Gray,

scribe.

Item, a register of the Assembly holden at Edinburgh the seventh day of August,

1574, and ending with the twelfth Session, being the last Session of the Assembly, 1579.

Item, another register beginning at the Assembly holden at Edinburgh the tenth

of May, ] 586, and ending in the seventeenth Session of the Assembly holden in

March, 1589.

Item, another register, being the fifth' book and greatest volume, beginning at the

Assembly holden in anno 1560, and ending in the year 1590.

Having carefally viewed, perused, and considered the saids registers, and every

one of them, and being deeply and maturely advised as in a matter of greatest weight
and consequence, do attest before God, and upon our conscience declare to the world
and this present Assembly, that the saids foure registers above expressed, and every

one of them, are famous, authcntick, and good registers, which ought to be so reputed
and have publick faith in judgement and outwith, as valid and true records in all

things, and that the said fifth and greatest book, beginning at the Assembly 1560, and
ending 1590, being margined by the hand-writs of the Clerk and reviser of the re-

gisters, cognosced and tryed, and agreeable to the other foure registers, in what is ex-
tant in them, ought also to be free of all prejudice and suspicion, and received with
credit. And in testimonie of our solemne affirmation, we have subscribed these

presents with our hands.

Sic sulscribitur, Master Andrew Ramsay. Master John Adamson.
Master John Row. Master Robert MuiTay. Master Alexander Gibson.

Master James Boner. Master Alexander Peerson. Master Alexander Wedderburn.

Reasons prooving the Five Bucks and Registers produced before the Assemhly
to be authentick.

The books now exhibited unto us under-subscribers, which we have revised and per-

used by commission from the Generall Assembly, are true registers of the Kirk : to wit,

five volumes, whereof the first two contain the Acts of the Assembly from the year of

God 1560 to the year 1572, all subscribed by John Gray, clerk. The third from the

year of God 1574 to the year 1579. The fourth from the year of God 1586 to the year

1589, at which time Master -James Richie was clerk, who hath frequently written

upon the margine of the saids two last books, and subscribed the said margine with

his hand-writing. And the fifth book, being the greatest volume, containing the Acts
of the Generall Assembly from the year of God 1560 to the year 1590, which agreeth

with the foresaids other foure books and registers, in so far as is extant in them, and
further recordeth what is wanting by them, passing by what is mutilate in them, and
which, with the two volumes produced by Master Thomas Sandilands, from the year
1590 to this present, maketh up a perfect register.

I. For the first two volumes subscribed by John Gray, albeit it be not necessar

in such antiquitie to proove that he was clerk, seeing he designcs himself so by his

subscription, yet the same is manifest by an act mentioned in the third book, in the

time of Master James Richie, who succeeded him in the said office, and his hand-
writ was acknowledged by sundry old men in the ministery.

IL The unifbrmitie of his subscriptions through both volumes, evident by ocular
inspection, above the ordinaric custome of most famous notars, delivers the same from
all suspicion, in facto tarn antiquu.
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in. There be many coppies, specially of general acts, yet extant, wliich do not de-

bord from the saids registers, but are altogether agreeable thereto.

IV. It is constant by the universal custome of this kingdome, that all registers are

transmitted from one keeper to his successour, and so comming by progresse and suc-

cession from the fii'st incumbent to the last possessour, are never doubted to be the

registers of that judicatorie whereof the last haver was clerk ; and, therefore, it is

evident that these books, comming successively from John Gray, Master James
Richie, and Master Thomas Nicolson, who were all clerks to the Assembly, into

the hands of Master Robert Winrame, who was constitute clerk-depute by the said

Master Thomas Nicolson, (as his deputation, here present to show, will testifie,) are the

undoubted registers of the Assembly ; likeas Alexander Blair succeeded the said

Master Robert in his place of clerkship to the assignations and modifications of mini-

sters' stipends ; and during Master Robert his lifetime was his actual servant, and so

had the said books by progresse from him, which the said Alexander is readie pre-

sently to testifie.

V. The two registers of Master James Richie, albeit not under his own hand, yet

are frequently margined with his own hand-writ, and the same marginal additions

subscribed by him, wliich hand-writ is seen and cognosced by famous men, who
knoweth the same, and is evident, being compared with his several writings and
subscriptions yet extant.

"VI. The said registers are more perfect, lesse vitiated, scored, and interlined, than

any other authentic and famous registers of the most prime judicatories within this

kingdome.

VII. Master Thomas Sandilands, in name of his father, who was late clerk, by
dimission of Master Thomas Nicolson, hath produced a volume, which proveth the

saids two registers of Master James Richie to be sufficient records ; because that same
volume is begun by that same hand, whereby the said Master James Richie his re-

gisters are written, and is subscribed once in the marginc by Master James Richie

his hand, and is followed forth, and continued in the same book by Master Thomas
Nicolson, who succeeded him in the place, and was known by most men here present

to be of such approven worth and credit, that he would never have accomplished a

register which had not been famous and true ; and whereof the hand-write had not

then been known to him sufficiently.

VIII. That register produced by Mr Thomas Sandilands, and prosecuted by Mas-
ter Thomas Nicolson, proves the first part of that register to be true and famous,

and that first part being by ocular inspection of the same hand-writ with Master

James Richie's registers, and subscribed in the margine with the same hand-writ,

proveth Richie's two books to be good records, and Richie's registers doth approve

Gray's books, by the Act of Assembly before written ; specially considering the same

hath come by progresse and succession of clerks in the hands of Alexander Blair,

now living, and here present.

IX. The compts anent the thirds of benefices between the Regent for the time

and the Assembly, in the second volume, p. 147, are subscribed by the Lord Re-

gent's own hand, as appeareth ; for it is a royall-like subscription, and there is no

hand-writ in all the book like unto it, and beareth not sic subscribitur, which un-

doubtedly it would do, if it were a coppie.

X. Master James Carmichell was commanded by the Generall Assembly 1595, Sess,

9, in the book produced by ]\Iaster Thomas Sandilands, to extract the generall acts

forth of their books ; and it is evident that these books are the same which he per-

used for that effect, because he hath marked therein the generall acts with a erosse,

and hath designed the act by some short expression upon the margine, which is

cognosced and known to be his hand-writ by famous and worthy persons ; which is

also manifest by the said Master James his band and subscription, written with his

own hand, in the last leafe of the said books ; as also acknowledged in the said book,

produced by Mr Thomas Sandilands, wherein the said Master James Carmichell

granteth the receipt of these, with some other books of the Assemblie's.

XI. The registers produced are the registers of the Assembly, because, in anno

1586, the Assembly complaineth that their registers are mutilate; which hath rela-
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lion to Richie's third book, which is lacerat and mutilate in divers places, without

any interveening of blank paper, or any mention of hie deest.

5CII. K these were not principall registers, the enemies of the puritie of God's

worship would never have laboured to destroy the same ; which notwithstanding

they have done, as appeareth by the affixing and battering of a piece of paper upon

the margine, anent a condition of the commission not to exceed the established dis-

cipline of this Kirk, subscribed by the clerk, book 3, p. 147. And the blotting out

the certification of the excommunication against Bishop Adamson, book 4, p. 30,

who, in his recantation, generally acknowledgeth the same ; but which, without that

recantation, cannot be presupponed to have been done, but by corrupt men of inten-

tion to corrupt the books, which were not necessary, if they were not principall re-

gisters.

XIII. In the Assembly 1586, the Chm-ch complained upon the Chancelour his

retention of their registers, and desired they might be delivered to their clerk, which

accordingly was done ; as a memorandum before the beginning of the first book,

bearing the redeliverie of these foure books to JNIaster James Richie, clerk, proport-

eth, which clearly evinceth that these foure books are the registers of the Assembly.

XIV. The said fifth book and greatest volume is also marked on the margine

with the hand-writ of the said Jlr James Carmichell, (which is cognosced,) who was

appointed to peruse the books of the Assembly, as said is, and would not have mar-

gined the same by vertue of that command, nor extracted the generall acts out of it,

if it were not an approbation thereof as an authentick and famous book.

XV. The said fifth volume doth agree with the other foure books in all which is

extant in them, and marketh the blanks, which are lacerate and riven out of the

same ; and compleateth all what is lacking in them.

XVI. In the Book of Discipline pertaining to Master James Carmichell, sub-

scribed by himself and Master James Richie, there are sundry acts and passages

quotted out of the said fifth great volume, saying. It is written in such a page of the

book of Assembly, which agreeth in subject and quottations with the said fifth

book, and cannot agree with any other ; so that Master James Carmichell, reviser of

the Assembly books, by their command, would not alledge that book, nor denomi-

nate the same a book of the Assembly, if it were not an authentick famous book.

XVII. Though the con-upt nature of man hath been tempted to falsifie particular

evidents, yet it hath never been heard that any whole register hath ever been coun-

terfeited ; neither can it bee presupponed that any will attempt that high wicked-

nesse, seeing the inducements answerable to that crime can hardly be presupposed.

XVIII. It is certain, and notour to all these who are intrusted with the keeping

of the publick records of the kingdome, that the same are never subscribed by

the clerk, but only written and filled up by servants, and most frequent^ by un-

known hands, yet they and the extracts thereof make publick faith, and the same

are uncontrovertedly authentick registers ; and when the most publick registers of

the kingdome shall be seen, and compared with these registers of the Assembly, it

shall be found that these other registers of the most soveraigne judicatories ever un-

subscribed, are more incorrect, oftner margined, scored, and interlined, made up by

greater diversitie of unknown hand-writs, than these books of the Assembly, which,

by speciall Providence, are preserved so entire, that, in the judgement of any man
acquainted with registers, they will manifestly appear at the very sight to be true,

famous, and authentick.

XIX. The fame and credit of ancient registers in this kingdome is so much re-

verenced, that if any extract be diiferent or disconformc from the register, that ex-

tract, albeit subscribed by the person who, for the time, had been of greatest emi-

nence in the trust of registers, will be rectified conforme to the register, and have

no force, so far as it debordeth therefrom ; although the registers be written with an

obscure, unknown hand, and unsubscribed.

Act Sess. 12, December 4. Tlie six late frctendcd Assemblies condemned.

Anent the report of the committic for trying the six last pretended Assemblies,
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they produced in writ siindrie reasons clearing the unlawfulnesse and nullitie of these
Assemblies, which were confirmed by the registers of the Assembly, the books of
Presbyteries, the King's Majestie's own letters, and by the testimonie of divers old
reverend ministers standing up in the Assembly, and verifying the truth thereof.

The Assembly, with the universall consent of all, after the serious examination of the
reasons against every one of these six pretended Assemblies apart, being often urged
by the Moderatour to informe themselves throughly, that without doubting, and with
a full perswasion of minde, they might give their voices, declared all these six Assem-
blies of Linlithgow, 1606 and 1608, Glasgow, 1610, Aberdeen, 16 16, St Andrews, 1617,
Perth, 1618 ; and every one of them, to have been from the beginning unfree, unlaw-
ful!, and null Assemblies, and never to have had, nor hereafter to have, any Ecclesi-

asticall authoritie, and their conclusions to have been and to bee of no force, vigour,

nor efficacie
;
prohibited all defence and observance of them, and ordained the reasons

of their nullitie to be insert in the books of the Assembly ; whereof the tennour fbl-

loweth

:

Reasons annulUng the pretended AsseinbJy holden at Linlitlujow, 1606.

I. From the indiction of it. It was indicted the 3d of December, to bee kept the

1 0th of December, and so there was no time given to the Presbyteries far distant,

neither for election of Commissioners, nor for preparation to those who were to be
sent in Commission. The shorLnesse of the time of the indiction is proved by the

Presbytcrie books of Edinburgh, Perth, and Iladingtoun, &c.

II. From the want of a lawfuU calling, to these who went to that meeting, seeing

they were not at all elected by their Presbyteries, but were injoyned to come by the

King's letters. This also is proved by the foresaids books of the Presbyteries, and
by his Majestie's letters.

III. From the nature of that meeting, which was only a private meeting or con-
vention for consultation to be taken by some persons of sundry estates written for, as

the King's letters and the Presbytcrie books do acknowledge.

IV. From the power of these ministers who were present, their Presbyteries did
limitate them, First, That they should give no suffrages in that meeting as a Gcnerall
Assembly. Secondly, That they agree to nothing that may any waycs be prejudiciall

to the acts of the Generall Assemblies, or to the established discipline of the Kirk.

Thirdly, That they should not agree to resolve or conclude any question, article, or

mater whatsoever, the decision whereof is pertinent and proper to a free Generall

Assembly. Fourthly, If any thing be concluded contrary thereunto, that they protest

against it. These limitations are clear by the Presbytcrie books.

V. The acts of this meeting were not insert in the book of Assemblie, as is evident,

by the register.

VI. The next pretended Assembly at Linlithgow, 1608, doth acknowledge the

Assembly, whereof Master Patrick Gallovi'ay was Moderatour, to have been the last

immediate Assembly proceeding it selfe, and that Assembly whereof he was Mode^
ratour was the Assembly holden at Haly-rood-house, 1602 ; so they did not acknow-

ledge that meeting at Linlithgow, 1606, for any Assembly at all. This is clear by the

registers of the Assembly, 1608, in the entrie thereof.

Reasons for annulling the pretended Assembly at Linlithgow, 1608.

I. Manic of the voters in that pretended Assembly had no lawfuU commission from]

the Kirk, to wit, forty-two noble men, officers of estate, counsellours, and barrons, I

also the bishops, contrare to the act of Dundie, 1597, and one of their caveats.

The noble men were as commissioners from the King, the bishops had no commis-
sion at all from the Presbyteries, for every Presbytcrie out of which they came had]
their full number of commissioners besides them, as the register of the Assembliej

beareth.

II. In a lawfuU Assembly there should be none but Commissioners from Presby-
teries, Burghs, and Universities, and but three ministers at most, with one elder,]

Commissioners from every Presbytcrie, according to the act made at Dundie, 1597.
But in that pretended Assembly there were foure ministers from the scverall Presb}-'
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teries of Edinburgh and Cow]ier, five from the Preshyteric of Arbroth, as the roll of

the said pretended Assembly beareth ; whereas there were no ruling elders sent from

Presbyteries, according to the Book of Policie and act of Uundie.

Reasons for anmiUing the pretended Assemhly at Glasgow, 1610.

I. The Commission of the pretended Commissioners to that meeting was null.

1. Because the election of them was not free, seeing they were nominate by the King's

Letters, as the Presbyterie books of Edinburgh, Perth, and Iladingtoun, declare.

And the Bishop of St Andrews, in his letter to some Presbyteries, required them to

send such Commissioners as the King had nominate, assuring them that none other

would be accepted. This the Bishop's letter, rcgistrat in the Presbyterie books of

Hadingtoun, doth cleare. 2. And whereas there were no ruling elders sent from

the Presbyteries to that pretended Assembly, as the roll of Commissioners sheweth,

yet there were moe ministers from sundrie scverall Presbyteries then three, as five

from Brechen, five from Arbroth, five from Kirkcubright, seven from the Presbytery

of Argyl, foure from the Presbyterie of Cowper, foure from Linlithgow, foure from

Pasley, foure from Hammiltoun, foure from Drumfreis, foure from Dunkell, as the

register of that Assembly beareth.

II. There were thirtie voters of noblemen and barrons, beside the pretended Bi-

shops, who had no commission from any Presbyterie. In the fourth Session of this

pretended Assembly, it is plainly said. That the noble men and barrons came to it

by the King's direction.

III. The voting of the commissioners was not free ; for, by the King's letter to the

Assembly, they were threatned, and it was declared that their consent was not needfull

to any act to be made there : The King might doe it by his own power, yet they

were allured to vote by a promise that their good service in so doing shculd be re-

membred and rewarded thereafter.

IV. The principall acts which were made were set down verbatim in the privie con-

ference, which chiefly consisted of the King's Commissioners and pretended Bishops,

and only read to be ratified in the Assembly.

V. Sundrie ministers then present doe now declare, that they knew the ministers

who voted the wrong way to have received their present reward, and that money was

largely dealt unto them.

Reasons for annulling the pretended Assembly at Aberdene, 1616.

I. There was no election of a Moderatour ; but that place usurped by the pre-

tended Bishop of Saint Andrews, as the register beareth.

II. The indiction of that pretended Assembly was but twentie dayes before the

holding of it ; so that the Presbyteries and Burghes could not be prepared for send-

ing their commissioners ; which caused the absence of many Presbyteries and fourtie-

foure Burghes.

III. There were twentie-five noblemen and gentlemen voters without commis-
sion from the Kirk. JNIr William Struthers voted for the Presbyterie of Edinburgh,

yet had no commissicm therefrom : The commission being given by that Presbyterie

to other three, as the said commission, registrat in the books of the Presbytery, beareth ;

and whereas there should be but one commissioner from every burgh, except Edin-

burgh, to the Assembly, at this pretended Assembly there were two commissioners

from Glasgow, two from Cowper, two from St Andrews ; whereas there were no
ruling elders having commission from their Presbyteries at that Assembly.

IV. When the acts of that pretended Assembly were written, the Bishop of St

Andrews, with his own hand, did interline, adde, change, vitiate, direct to be ex-

tracted or not extracted as he pleased, as the scrolls themselves seen doe show

;

wherefore the clerk did not registrat the acts of that Assembly in the books of As-
aembhes, as may be easily seen by the blank in the register left for them remaining
unfilled.

The nulUtie of tlie pretended Assemhhj at Saint Andrews, 1617.

I. There is no mention of it in the register of the Assemblies, and so no warrand
for their Commissions, their Moderatour, or Clerk.
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IL The infliction of it was so unformall, that, as the scroll declarcth, a great part

of the Commissioners from Synodsj Burrows, and gentlemen, would not be present.

III. The King's Majestic, in his Letter to Perth's Assembly, acknowledgeth it was

but a meeting wherein disgrace was offered to his Majestic.

IV. The former corruptions of the foure preceeding Assemblies had their con-

fluence in this and the subsequent Assembly.

Reasons for anmilling the pretended Assembly holden at Perth, 1618.

I. The Assembly was indicted but twentie dayes before the holding of it ; and all

parties requisit received not advertisement, as appeareth by their absence. The un-

timous indicting of it is cleared by Presbyterie books.

II. There was no election of the Moderatour, as was accustomed to be in lawful!

Assemblies : The Register cleareth this.

III. No formall election of their new clerk.

IV. There were five whole dyocies absent, viz., Orkney, Cathnes, Rosse, Argyll,

and Isles, and many Presbyteries had no commissioners there, as the Register of that

pretended Assembly beareth.

V. There were nineteen noblemen and barrens, eleven bishops, that had no com-
mission from the Kirk. Whereas the act for constitution of Assemblies ordaineth every

]

burgh to have but one commissioner, except Edinburgh, which may have two, (Act

at Dundic, 1.597 ;) yet in that pretended Assemblie, Perth had three commissioners,

Dundie had two, Glasgow had two, and St Andrews had two : Of the burghes there

were thirtie-six absent, and lor ruling elders, there were none at all with commission

from their Presbyteries. All these things are cleared by the records of that pre-

tended Assemblie.

VI. The commissioners from some Presbyteries exceeded their number prescribed I

in the Act at Dundie, 1597 ; for the Presbyterie of Arbroth were foure commissioners,

and foure for the Presbyterie of Aughterardour, besides these that were heard to vot

having no commission at all, and some who had commission were rejected, and were
not enrolled, but others put in their place without commission.

VII. The pretended Bishops did practise some of the articles to be concluded there

before the pretended Assembly in Edinburgh, St Andrews, and otlier cathedrall

churches, by keeping festival! dayes, kneeling at the communion. Thus their voices

were prejudged by their practise of these articles before condemned by the Kirk,

and therefore they should have been secluded from voicing.

VIII. In all la\vfull Assemblies the voicing should be free, but in this pretended

Assembly there were no free voicing ; for the voicers were threatned to voice ajjirma-

tive, under no lesse pain nor the wrath of authoritie, imprisonment, banishment, de-

privation of ministers, and utter subversion of the state : Yea, it was plainly professed,

that neither reasoning nor the number of voices should carie the matter away, which

is qualified by the declaration of many honest, old, reverend brethren of the ministery .

now present.

IX. In all lawful! Assemblies, the grounds of proceeding were, and used to be, the

Word of God, the Confession of Faith, and acts of former Generall Assemblies. But
in this pretended Assemblj', the ground of their proceeding in voicing was the King's

commandment only, for so the question was stated :
" Whether the five articles, in re-

spect of his Majestie's commandement, should passe in act or not," as the records of I

that pretended Assembly beareth. Where it is declared, that for the reverence and
respect which they bear unto his Majestie's royal! commandements, they did agree to

the foresaids articles.

X. Many other reasons, verifying the nullitie of all these AssembUes, were showeni
and proven before the Assembly, which needeth not here to be insert.

Act Sess. 13, December 5, 1638. Against the unlawful Oathes of Intrants exacted by\

the Prelates.

The six Assemblies immediately preceeding, for most just and weightie reasons I

above specified, being found to be unlavrfull and null from the beginning, the Assem-
bly declarcth the oathes and subscriptions exacted by the prelates of intrants in the

ministerie all this time bypast (as without any pretext of warrand fi'om the Kirk, so
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for obedience of the acts of tliose mill Assemblies, and contrare to the ancient and
laudable constitutions of this Kirk, which never have been nor can be lawfully re-

f)ealle(l, but must stand in force) to be unlawfull, and no way oblinjatorie. -And in

ike manner declareth, that the power of Presbyteries, and of Provinciall and Gcnerall

Assemblies, have been unjustly suppressed, but never lawfully abrogate. And, there-

fore, that it hath been most lawfuU unto them, notwithstanding any point unjustly ob-

jected by the Prelats to the contrare, to admit, suspend, or deprive ministers respec-

tive within their bounds, upon relevant complaints sufficiently proven; to choose their

own Moderatours, and to execute all the parts of ecclesiasticall jurisdiction, according

to their own limits appointed them by the Kirk.

Act Sess. 14, December 6, 16."8. Condemninc/ the Service Book, Book of Canoiis,

Book of Ordination, and the Hir/li Commission.

I. The Assembly having diligently considered the Book of Common Prayer, lately

obtruded upon the reformed Kirk within this realme, both in respect of the manner
of the introduction thereofj and in respect of the matter which it containeth, findcth

that it hath been devised and brought in by the pretended prelats without direction

from the Kirk, and pressed upon ministers without warrand from the Kirk, to be
universally received as the only forme of divine sen'ice, under all highest paines,

both civill and ecclesiasticall ; and the book it self, beside the popish frame and forms
in divine worship, to containe many popish errours and ceremonies, and the seeds of
manifold and grosse superstition and idolatrie. The Assembly, therefore, all in one
voice, hath rejected and condemned, and by these pi'csents doth reject and condemne
the said book, not only as illegally introduced, but also as repugnant to the doctrine,

discipline, and order of this reformed Kirk, to the Confession of Faith, constitutions

of Generall Assemblies, and acts of Parliament establishing the true religion ; and
dolh prohibite the use and practice thereof, and ordaincs Presbyteries to proceed
with the censure of the Kirk against all such as shall transgresse.

II. The Assembly also taking to their consideration the book of Cannons, and the
manner how it hath been introduced, findeth that it hath been devised by the pre-

tended prelats without warrand or direction from the Generall Assembly, and to

establish a tyrannicall power in the persons of the pi'etended bishops over the wor-
ship of God, men's consciences, liberties, and goods; and to overthrow the whole
discipline and government of the Generall and Synodall Assemblies, Presbyteries,

and Sessions formerly established in our Kirk.

Therefore, the Assembly, all in one voice, hath rejected and condemned, and by
these presents doth reject and condemne, the said book, as contrare to the Confession
of our Faith, and repugnant to the established government, the Book of Discipline,

and the acts and constitutions of our Kirk, prohibits the use and practise of the
same ; and ordains Presbyteries to proceed with the censure of the Kirk against all

such as shall transgresse.

III. The Assembly, having considered the book of consecration and ordination,

findeth it to have been framed by the prelats, to have been introduced and practised

without warrand of authority, either civill or ecclesiasticall; and that it establisheth

offices in God's house which are not warranded by the Word of God, and are repug-
nant to the discipline and constitutions of our Kirk ; that it is an impediment to the

entrie of fit and worthie men to the ministry, and to the discharge of their dutie

after their entrie, conforme to the discipline of our Kirk. Therefore, the Assembly,
all in one voice, hath rejected and condemned, and by these presents doe reject and
condemne, the said book, and prohibits the use and practise of the same, and or-

daincs Presbyteries to proceed with the censure of the Kirk against all such as shall

transgresse.

IV. The Generall Assembly, after due tryall, having found that the Court of High
Conmiission hath been erected without the consent or procurement of the Kirk, or
consent of the estates in Parliament, that it subverteth the jmnsdiction and ordinarie

judicatories and Assemblies of the Kirk, Sessions, Presbyteries, Provinciall and
Nationall Assemblies; that it is not regulate by lawes civill or ecclesiasticall, but at

the discretion and arbitremeiit of the commissioners; that it giveth to ecclesiasticall
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persons tlic power of both the swords, and to persons mcerly civill the power of the

keys and Kirk censures. Therefore, the Assembly, all in one voice, hath disallowed

and condemned, and by these presents doth disallow and condeunic, the said court,

as unlawfull in it sclfe, and prejudicial! to the liberties of Christ's Kirk and king-

dome, the King's honour in maintaining the estabhshed lawes and judicatories of the

Kirk ; and prohibits the use and practise of the same, and ordaines Presbyteries to

proceed with the censures of the Kirk against all such as shall transgrcsse.

After the serious discussing of the severall processes in many Sessions, from Sess.

14, (which are in the Clerk's hands, and needeth not here to be insert,) the following

sentences were solemnly pronounced, after sermon by the Moderatour, in the As-

sembly of Glasgow, Sess. 20, December 13, 1638.

Sentence of Deposition and Excommunication against Mr John Spottiswood, pretended

Archbishop of St Andrews ; Mr Patrick Lindsai/^ pretended Archbishop of Glas-

gow; Mr David Lindsay, pretended Bislwp (f Edinhnrgh ; Mr Thomas Sidserfe,

pretended Bishop of Gallowag ; Mr John Maxwell, pretended Bishop of Basse

;

Mr Walter JVhijtfoord, pretended Bishop of Breclien.

The Generall Assembly having heard the lybels and complaints given in against

the foresaids jiretended bishops to the Presbytcrie of Edinburgh, and sundry other

Presbyteries within their pretended dyocies, and by the saids Presbyteries referred

to the Assembly to be tryed ; the saids pretended bishops being lawfully cited, often-

times called, and their procuratonr, Doctour Robert Ilammiltoun, and not compear-

ing, but declining and protesting against this Assembly, as is evident by their decli-

natour and protestation given in by the said Doctour Robert Hammiltoun, minister

at Glasfoonl ; which, by the acts of Assembly, is censurable with sunnnar excommu-
nication ; entered in consideration of the said dcclinatonr, and finding the same not

to be relevant, but, on the contrare, to be a displayed banner against the setled order

and government ot this Kirk ; to be franghted with insolent and disdainfull speeches,

lies, and calumnies, against the lawfull members of this Assembly ; proceeded to the

cognition of the saids complaints and lybels against them ; and, finding them guiltie

of the breach of the cautions agreed upon in the Assembly holden at Montrose

anno 1600, for restricting of the minister voter in Parliament from incroaching upon

the liberties and jurisdiction of this Kirk, which was set down with certification of
]

deposition, infamie, and exconnnunication, specially for receiving of consecration to

the office of Episcopacie, condemned by the Confession of Faith, and acts of this

Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundament in the Word of God; and by vertue of
j

this usurped power, and power of the high commission, pressing the Kirk with nova-

tions in the worship of God, and for sundrie other haynous offences and enormities,

at length expressed and clearly proven in their processe, and for their refnsall to

underly the tryall of the reigning slander of sundrie other grosse transgressions and
,

crymes laid to their charge : Therefore, the Assembly, moved with zeal to the glorie

of God and purging of his Kirk, hath ordained the saids pretended bishops to be

deposed, and by these presents doth depose them, not only of the office of Com-
missionarle to vote in Parliament, Counccll, or Convention, in name of the Kirk, but \

also of all functions, whether of pretended Episcopal! or ministeriall calling, declareth
i

them infamous : And likewise ordaineth the saids pretended bishops to be excommu- i

nicate, and declared to be of these whom Christ commandeth to be holden by all

!

and every one of the faithful as ethnicks and publieanes ; and the sentence of ex-

communication to be pronounced by Mr Alexander Henderson, Moderatour, in facej

of the Assembly, in the High Kirk of Glasgow; and the execution of the sentence
j

to bee intimat in all the Kirks of Scotland, by the pastours of every particular con-

gregation, as they will be answerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next \

Generall Assembly, in case of the negligence of Presbyteries and Synods.

Sentence of Deposition and Excommunication againstMr Adam Ballantyne, pretendedl

Bishop of Aberdeen, and 3Ir James Weddcrburn, pretended Bishop of Dumblane.

The Generall Assembly, having heard the lybels and complaints given in against
|
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the foresaids pretended Bishops of Aberdeen and Dumb'.ane, to the Presbytery of

Edinburgh, and sundry- Presbyteries ^vithin their pretended dyocies, and by the saids

Presbyteries referred to this Assembly to be tryed : The saids pretended Bishops be-

ing lawfully cited, often-times called, and not compearing, proceeded to the cognition

of the complaints and lybels against them, and finding them guiltie of the breach of

the cautions agreed upon in the Assembly holden at JMontrosc, anno 1600, for re-

stricting the minister voter in Parliament from encroaching upon the liberties and

jurisdictions of this Kirk, which was set down with certification of deposition, infamie,

and excommunication, specially for receiving consecration to the office of Episcopacie,

condenmed by the Confession of Faith, and acts of this Kirk, as having no warrand

nor foundament in the Word of God ; and by vertue of this usurped power, and power
of the high commission, pressing the Kirk with novations in the worship of God,

and for sundry other haynous offences and enormities, at length expressed, and clearly

proven in their processe, and for their refusall to underly the tryall of the reigning

slander of sundry other grosse transgressions and offences laid to their charge : There-

fore, the Assembly, moved with zeal to the glorie of God and purging of the Kirk,

hath ordained the saids pretended Bishops to be deposed, and by these presents doth

depose them, not only of the office of Commissionary to vot in Parliament, Councell,

or Convention, in name of the Kirk, but also of all functions, whether of pretended

Episcopall or ministeriall calling, declareth them infamous : And likewise ordains the

saids pretended Bishops to be excommunicate, and declared to be of these whom
Christ commanded to be holden by all and every one of the faithfuU as ethnicks

and publicans, and the sentence of excommunication to be pronounced by Mr Alex-

ander Henderson, Moderatour, in face of the Assembly, after sermon, in the High
Kirk of Glasgow ; and that the execution of the sentence be intimat in all the Kirks

within this realme, by the pastours of every particular congregation, as they will be

answerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next Generall Assembly, in case

of the negligence of Presbyteries and Synods.

Sentence of Deposition against Master John Guthry, pretended Bishop of Murray;
Mr John Grahame, pretended Bishop of Orknay ; Mr James Fairlic, pretended

Bishop of Lismoir ; Mr Neil Cambell, pretended Bishop of Isles.

The Generall Assembly having heard the lybels and complaints given in against

the foresaids pretended Bishops, to the Presbyterie of Edinburgh, and sundry Pres-

byteries within their dyocies, and by the saids Presbyteries referred to this Assembly
to be tryed : The saids pretended Bishops being lawfully cited, often-times called,

and not compearing, proceeded to the cognition of the complaints and lybels against

them ; and finding them guiltie of the breach of the cautions agreed upon in the As-

sembly at Montrose, aiuio lO'OO, for restricting of the minister voter in Parliament

from incroaching upon the liberties and jurisdictions of this Kirk, which was set down
with certification of deposition, infamie, and excommunication ; and esjiecially for re-

ceiving consecration to the office of Episcopacie condemned by the Confession of

Faith, and acts of this Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundament in the Word of

God, and by vertue of this usurped power, and power of the high commission, press-

ing the Kirk with novations in the worship of God ; and for their refusall to underly

the tryall of the reigning slander of sundrie other grosse transgressions and offences

laid to their charge : Therefore, the Assembly, moved with zeal to the glorie of God
and purging of this Kirk, ordaines the saids pretended Bishops to be deposed, and

by these presents doth depose them, not only of the office of (]ommissionarie to vote

in Parliament, (^ouncel, or Convention, in name of the Kirk, but also of all functions,

whether of pretended Episcopall or ministeriall calling: xVnd likewise, in case they

acknowledge not this AssembW, reverence not the constitutions thereof, and obey

not the sentence, and make not their repentance, conforme to the order prescribed

by this Assembly, ordaines them to be excommunicated, and declared to bee of these

whom Christ commandcth to be holden by all and every one of the faithfuU as eth-

nicks and publicanes ; and the sentence of excommunication to be pronounced upon
their refusall, in the Kirks appointed, by any of these who are particularly named, to

have the charge of trying their repentance or impenitencie, and that the execution
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of this sentence be intimate in all the Kirks within this realnic, by the pastours of

every particular congregation, as they will be answerable to their Presbyteries and
Synods, or the next Generall Assembly, in case of negligence of the Presbyteries

and Synods.

Sentence of Deposition against Maister Alexander Lindsay, -pretended Bishop of Dunhell.

The Generall Assembly having heard the complaint and lybel given in against Mr
Alexander Lindsay, pretended Bishop of Dunkell, to the Presbytery of Edinburgh,

and sundry Presbyteries of his pretended dyocie, and by the Presbyteries referred to

this Assembly to be tryed, the said pretended Bishop being lawfully cited, often-

times called, and not compearing, but by a letter of excuse submitting himself to the

Assembly, proceeded to the cognition of the complaint and lybell it selfe against him,

and finding him guiltie of the breach of the cautions agreed upon in the Assembly

holden at Montrose, anno 16U0, for restricting the minister voter in Parliament from

encroaching upon the liberties and jurisdictions of this Kirk, which v\'as set down with

certification of deposition, infamie, and excommunication, especially for receiving

consecration to the office of Episcopacie, condemned by the Confession of Faith and

acts of this Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundament in the Word of God, and by
vertnc of this usurped power, and jiower of the high commission, pressing the Kirk

with novations in the worship of God : Therefore, the Assembly, moved with zeal to the

glory of God and purging of this Kirk, hath ordained the said Mr Alexander to bee

deposed, and by these presents deposeth him, from the pretended E])iscopall function,

and from the office of Commissionarie to vote in Parliament, (^onncell, or Convention,

in name of the Kirk, and doth suspend him from all ministerial! function: And providing

he acknowledge this Assembly, reverence the constitutions of it, and o!)cy this sentence,

and make his repentance confbrme to the order prescribed, contiiuicth him in the

miuisterie of St Madozc : And, likewise, if he acknowledge not this Assembly, revc-j

rencc not the constitutions of it, and obey not the sentence, and make his repentance!

contormc to the order prescribed by this Assembly, ordains him to be excommunicat,
and declared to bee one of those whom Christ commandeth to bee holden by all and
every one of the falthfuU as an ethnick and publicane ; and the sentence of excom-
munication to be pronounced, upon his refusal!, in the kirks ap})ointcd, by one of these

|

who are particularly named to have the chai-ge of trying liis repentance or impeni-
]

tencie ; and that the execution of this sentence be intimate in all the kirks within

this realme by the pastours of every particular congregation, as they will be answer-J

able to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next Generall Assembly, in case of thej

negligence of Presbyteries and Synods.

Sentence of Deposition against Master John Ahernethie, pretended Bishop of Cathnes.

The Generall Assembly having heard the lybell and complaint given in against Mrl
John Abernethie, pretended Bishop of Cathnes, to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and!

sundry Presbyteries within his dyocie, and by the saids Presbyteries referred to this!

Assembly to be tryed, the said pretended Bishop being lawfully cited, often-times
]

called, and not compearing, but by his letter of excuse upon his sicknesse, proccededJ

to the cognition of the complaint and lybell it selfe against him, and finding himi
guiltie of the breach of the cautions agreed upon in the Assembly holden at Montrose,!

anno 1600, for restricting the minister voter in Parliament from encroaching uponi

the liberties and jurisdictions of this Kirk, which was set down with certification of

deposition, infamie, and excommunication, specially for receiving consecration to thej

office of Episcopacie, condemned by the Confession of Faith and acts of this Kirk, asl

having no warrand nor foundament in the Word of God, and by vertue of his usurpedl
power, and power of the high commission, pressing the Kirk with novations in the!

worship of God : Therefore, the Asscmbh', moved with zeal to the glorie of God andl
purging of this Kirk, hath ordained the said Mr John to be deposed, and by tliesel

presents deposeth him, from the pretended Episcopal! function, and from the office ofl

Commissionary to vote in Parliament, Councel, or Convention, in name of the Kirk,
and doth suspend him from the ministerial! function : And providing he acknowledge I

this Assembly, reverence the constitutions of it, and obey the sentence, and make hisj
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repentance conforme to the order prescribed by this Assembly, will admit him to the

ministerie of a jjarticular Hock : And, likewise, in case he acknowledge not this Assem-

hlv, reverence not the constitutions of it, and make his repentance conforme to the

order prescribed by this Assembly, ordains him to be excomnumicate, and declared

to be one of these whom Christ commandeth to bee holden by all and every one of

the faithfull as an ethnick and publicane ; and the sentence of excommunication to

be pronounced, upon his refusall, in the kirks appointed, by one of these who are par-

ticularly named to have this charge of trying his repentance or impenitcncie ; and that

the execution of this sentence be intimat in all the kirks within this realme, by the

pastours of every particular congregation, as they will be answeraljlc to their Presby-

teries and Synods, or the next Generall Assembly, in case of the negligence of

Presbyteries and Synods.

Act of the Assembly at Glasgow, Sess. 16, December 8, 1638, declaring Episcopade

to have been abjured by the Confession of Faitli, 1580, and to be removed out of

this Kirk.

The Assembly, taking to their most grave and serious consideration, first. The un-

speakable goodnesse and great mercy of God, manifested to this nation, in that so

necessarie, so difficult, and so excellent and divine work of reformation, which was

at last brought to such perfection that this Kirk was reformed, not only in doctrine

and worship, but also, after many conferences and publick reasonings, in divers na-

tionall Assemblies, joyned with solemne humiliations and prayers to God, the disci-

])linc and government of the Kirk, as the hedge and guard of the doctrine and wor-

ship, was prescribed according to the rule of God's Word, in the Book of Policie and

Discipline, agreed upon in the Assembly 1578, and insert in the register 1581, esta-

blished by the acts of Assemblies, by the Confession of Faith, sworn and subscribed,

at the direction of the Assembly, and by continuall practise of this Kirk. Secondly,

Thatbj' men's seeking their own things, and not the things of Jesus Christ, divers

novations have been introduced, to the great disturbance of this Kirk, so firmly once

compacted, and to the endangering of religion, and many grosse evils obtruded, to

the utter undoing of the work of reformation, and change of the whole forme of

worship and face of this Kirk. Thirdly, That all his Majestic's subjects, both cccle-

i

siasticall and civil, being, without consent of the Kirk, commanded to receive with

reverence a new Book of Common Prayer, as the only forme to be used in God's

publick worship, and the contraveeners to be condignely censured and punished,

and after many supplications and complaints, knowing no other way for the pre-

servation of religion, were moved by God, and drawne by necessitie, to renew the

Nationall Covenant of this Kirk and kingdome, which the Lord since hath blessed

from heaven, and to subscribe the Confession of Faith, with an application thereof,

abjuring the great evils wherewith they were now pressed, and suspending the prac-

tise of all novations formerly introduced, till they should bee tryed in a free Generall

Assembly. Lastly, That some of his Majestie's subjects, of sundrie ranks, have, by
his Majestie's commandement, subscribed and renewed the Confession of Faith, with-

out the former application, and that both the one and the other subscribers have

subscribed the said Confession of Faith in this year, as it was professed, and ac-

cordins; to the meaning; that it had in this kingdome when it was first subscribed,

1581, and afterward: the Assembly, therefore, both by the subscription of his Majes-

tie's High Commissioner, and of the Lords of Secret Councel, September 22, 1638,

and by the acts of Councel, of the date foresaid, bearing that they subscribed the said

('onfession, and ordaining all his ]\Iajcstie's Hedges to subscribe the same, according

to the foresaid date and tennour, and as it was then professed within this kingdome

;

as likewise, by the protestation of some of the Senatours of the Colledgc of Justice,

when they were required to subscribe, and by the many doubtings of his JNIajestie's

good subjects, especially because the subscribers of the Confession, in February
1638, are bound to suspend the approbation of the corruptions of the government
of the Kirk till they be tryed in a free Generall Assembly ; finding it proper for

them, and most necessary and incumbent to them, to give out the true meaning
thereof, as it was at first professed, that all his Majestie's subjects, in a matter so
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important as is the publick Confession of Faith, so solemnely sworn and suljscribed,

may be of one minde and one heart, and have full satisfaction to all their doubts,

and that the posteritie afterward may be fully perswaded of the true meaning there-

of, after earnest calling upon the name of God, so religiously attested in the said

Confession, have entered into a diligent search of the registers of the Kirk, and
books of the Generall Assembly, which the greatest part of the Assembly had not

seen before, and which, by the spcciall providence of God, were preserved, brought

to their hands, and publickly acknowledged to bee authentick, and have found that

in the latter ('onfession of the Kirk of Scotland : We professe, that we deteste all

traditions brought into the Kirk without or against the Word of God, and doctrine

of this reformed Kirk. Next, we abhorre and deteste all contrarie religion and
doctrine, but chiefl}' all kinde of Papistry, in generall and particular heads, as they

were then damned and confuted by the Word of God and Kirk of Scotland, when
the said Confession was sworn and subscribed, anno 1580 and 1581, 1590 and 1591.

Thirdly, That we deteste the Roman Antichrist his worldly monarchic and wicked

hierarchic. Fourthly, That wc joyn ourselves to this reformed Kirk in doctrine, faith,

religion, and disci])line, promising and swearing, by the great name of God, that we
shall continue in the doctrine and discipline of this Kirk, and defend the same, ac-

cording to our vocation and ])ower, all the dayes of our lite.

But so it is that Episcopal! government is abhorred and detested, and the govern-

ment by ministers and elders, in Assemblies, Generall and Provinciall, and Presby-

teries, was sworn to and subscribed in subscribing that Confession, and ought to be

holden by us, if we adhere to the meaning of the Kirk when that Confession was
framed, sworn to, and subscribed ; unto which we are obliged by the nationall oath

and subscri])tion of this Kirk, as is evident hy the acts of Generall Assemblies,

agreed upon both before, at, and after the swearing and subscribing of the said Con-
fession, in the years above mentioned, and the Book of Policie, agreed upon in the

Assembly which was holden at Edinburgh, the twentic-foure of April and twentie-

foure of October, anno 1578, insert in the register of the Kirk, by ordinance of

the vYssembly holden at Glasgow, 1581, and to be subscribed by all ministers that

then did bear, or thereafter were to bear, office in this Kirk, by ordinance of the

Assembly, holden the fourth of August at Edinburgh, 1590, and at Edinburgh, the

second of July, 1591, but specially in the 2d, 3d, 4th, Gth,.7th, and 11th chapters of

the said book.

The bishops being tollerat from the year 1572 till the Asscmbl}' holden in August
1575, and all this time the Assembly being wearied with complaints made against

ihem, did enter in search of the office itselfe, and did agree in this, that the name
of a bishop is common to every one of them that hath a jiarticular flock, over which

he hath a particular charge, as well to preach the word as to minister the sacra-

ments.

At the next Assembly, which was holden in April 1576, such bishops were cen-

sured as had not taken them to a particular flock. In the Generall Assembly con-

veened in April, the year of God 1578, Sess. 4, intimation was made as followeth:

—

" For so much as the heads of the policie being concluded and agreed upon in the

last Assembly, by the most part of the brethren, certain of the brethren had some diffi-

culty in the head dc Diaconatu, whereupon farther reasoning was reserved to this As-

sembly ; it is therefore required, if any of the brethren have any reasonable doubt

or argument to propone, that he be ready the morrow, and then shall be heard and

resolved." In the 6th Sess. April 26, according to the ordinance made the day
before, all persons that had any doubt or argument to propone were required to

pro])one the same ; but none offered to propone any argument on the contrare.

In the Assembly holden at Edinburgh in October 1578, it was showen by the

Moderatour thereof to the noblemen who were present, viz., my Lord Chancelour,
the Earle of Montrose, my Lord Seaton, and my Lord Lindsay, " what care and
study the Assembly had taken to entertain and keep the puritie of the sincere

Word of God, unmixed with the inventions of their own heads, and to preserve it

to the posteritie hereafter ; and seeing that the true religion is not able to continue

nor endure long, without a good discipline and policie, in that part also have they
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imploYcd their wit and studie, and drawn forth, out of the pure fountain of God's

Word, such a discipUne as is meet to remain in the Kirk."

In the same Assembly, the speciall corruptions were set down, which they craved

such of the bishops as would submit themselves to the Assembly to remove, with

promise, that if the Generall Assembly shall finde farther corruptions in the said

estate than hitherto are expressed, that they be content to be reformed by the said

Assembly, accordino; to the Word of God, when they shall be required thereto.

" First, That they be content to bee pastors and ministers of one flock ; that they

usurpe no criminall jurisdiction ; that they vote not in Parliament in name of the

Kirk, without commission from the Kirk ; that they take not up, for the mainte-

nance of their ambition and riotousnesse, the emoluments of the Kirk, which may
sustain many pastours, the schools, and the poore, but be content with reasouable

livino;s according to their office ; that they claim not to themselves the titles of

lords temporall, neither usurpe temporall jurisdictions, whereby they are abstracted

from their office : that they cmpyre not above the particular elderships, but be sub-

ject to the same ; that they usurpe not the power of the Presbyteries."'

The question being proponed by the Synod of Louthian, in the Assembly holden

in July 1579, anent a generall order to be taken for erecting of Presbyteries in

places where publick exercise is used, untill the time the policie of the Kirk be

established by a law, it is answered, " The exercise may be judged to he a Presby-

terie." In the Assembly holden at Uundie, in July 1580, Sess. 4, the office of a

bishop was abolished by a particular act, as appeareth by the tennour of the act

following:

—

" For so much as the office of a bishop, as it is now used and commonly taken

within this realme, hath no sure wan-and, authoritie, nor good ground in the Scrip-

tui-es, but is brought in by the foly and corruptions of man's inventions, to the

great overthrow of the Kirk of God, the whole Assembly of the Kirk, in one voice,

after libertie given to all men to reason in the matter, none opponing himself in

defending the said pretended office, findeth and declarcth the said pretended office,

used and termed as is above said, unlawful! in the selfc, as having neither founda-

ment, ground, nor warrand, in the Word of God, and ordaineth that all such persons

as brook, or shall brook hereafter, the said office, shall be charged simply to dimit,

quite, and leave off the same, as an office whereunto they are not called of God ;

and such like, to desist and cease from all preaching, ministration of the sacraments,

or using any way the office of pastours, while they receive de novo admission from
the Generall Assembly, under the pain of excommunication, to be used against them,
wherein if they be found disobedient, or contradict this act in any point, the sen-

tence of excommunication, after due admonition, to be execute against them."

In the same Assembly, holden anno 1580, Sess. 10, this article was appointed to

DC proponed to the King and Councel, that the Book of Policie might be established

ay an act of Privie Councel, while a Parliament be holden, at which it might be
confirmed by a law.

The extent of the act made at Dundie was interpreted and explained in the As-
sembly holden at Glasgow, in April 1581, Sess. 6, as followeth:

—

" Anent the act made in the Assembly holden at Dundie, against bishops, be-

cause some difficultie appeared to some brethren to arise out of the word [office]

contained in the said act, what should be meancd thereby, the Assembly, consisting,

for the most part, of such as voted, and were present in the Assembly at Dundie, to

take away the said difficultie, resolving upon the true meaning and understanding of
the said act, declare that they meaned wholly to condemne the whole estate of
bishops, as they are now in Scotland, and that the same was the determination and
conclusion of the Assembly at this time, because some brethren doubted whether
ilie former act was to be understood of the spirituall function only, and others al-

Irdged that the whole office of a bishop, as it was used, was damnable, and that by
;he said act the bishops should be charged to dimit the same ; this Assembly de-
:lareth that they meaned wholly to condemne the whole estate of bishops, as they
.vere then in Scotland, and that this was the meaning of the Assembly at that
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The King's Commissioner presented to this Asseml)ly the Confession of Faith,

subscribed by the King and his houshold not long before, together with a plot of

the Presbyteries" to be erected, which is registrate in the books of the Assembly,
with a letter to be directed from his Majestie to the noblemen and gentlemen of the

countrey, for the erection of Presbyteries, consisting of pastours and ciders, and
dissolution of prelacies, with an offer to set forward the policie untill it were esta-

blished by Parliament. The King's letter, subscribed by his hand, to the noblemen
and gentlemen, was read in open audience of the whole Assembly.

This Assembly ordained the Book of Policie to be insert in the register, by the

act following :

—

" For as much as travels have been taken in the framing of the Policie of the

Kirk, and diverse suits have been made to the magistral for the approbation

thereof, which yet have not taken the happie effect which good men would wish,

yet that the postcritie may judge well of the present age, and of the meaning of the

Kirk, the Assembly hath concluded, that the Book of Policie, agreed to in diverse

Assemblies before, should be registrat in the acts of the Kirk, and remaine therein

ad perpctuam rd memoriam ; and the coppics thereof to be taken to every Presby-

tery ; of which book the tennour followcth," &c.

Immediatly after the inserting of the Book of Policie, called there the Book of

Discipline, the Assembly ordained that the Confession of Faith be subscribed, as

tblloweth :—
" Anent the Confession of Faith lately set forth by the King's Majestie, and sub-

scribed by his highnesse, the Assembly, in one voice, acknowledgcth the said Con-
fession to be a true, christian, and faithfull Confession, to bee agreed unto by such '

as truly professe Christ, and have a care of religion ; and the tennour thereof to be
followed out cfoldly as the samine is laid out in the said proclamation," wherein thatj

discipline is sworn to.

In the Generall Assembly, holden at Edinburgh in October, 1581, Sess. 10, Mr
Robert Montgomery is accused for teaching that discipline is a thing indiifercnt.l

Sess. 23, the Assembly gave commission to the Presbytcrie of Stirling to charge M*
Robert Montgomerie to continue in the ministerie of Stirling, and not to medle wit

any other office or function of the Kirk; namely, in aspyring to the Bishoprick of

Glasgow, against the Word of God and acts of the Kirk, under the pain of excom-
munication.

In the same Assembly, it is acknowledged that the estate of bishops is condemnedl
by the Kirk ; commission for erection of moe Presbyteries was renewed ; and a ncwl
ordinance made for subscribing the Confession of Faith, and to proceed against what-
soever persons that would not acknowledge and subscribe the same.

In the Assembly, holden in April, 1582, there vv-as a new commission for erectionl

of Presbyteries where none was as yet erected. Mr Robert Montgomerie, pretending!

to be Bishop of Glasgow, was ordained to be deposed and excommunicat, except hee

gave evident tokens of repentance, and promise to superseed; which he did not; anc

therefore he was exconmiunicat shortly after, according to the ordinance of this As-j

sembly.

In the Generall Assembly, holden at Edinburgh, 1582, the Generall Assembly

gave commission to some Presbyteries to try and censure such as were called bishopsJ

for the great slander arising by their impunitie. Commission was given at this As-|

sembly to present some articles to the councel and estates, for approving and esta-]

blishing, by their authoritie, the Presbyteries, the Synodall and Generall Assemblies

In the 1 9th Sess. the Assembly declared that no bishop may sit upon the councell ir

name of the Kirk.

In the Assembly, holden anno 1 586, these two articles were agreed upon :—First
" It is found that all such as the Scripture appointeth governovn-s of the Kirl;, to witJ

pastours, doctours, and elders, may conveen to the Generall Assemblies, and vote ir

ecclesiasticall matters. Secondly, There are foure office-bearers set down to us bj
the Scriptures ; to wit, pastours, doctours, elders, and deacons ; and the name ol

bishop ought not to be taken as it hath been in time of Papistric, but is common to

all pastours and ministers."

?i'
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In the Assembly holden anno 1587, Sess. 8, It was ordained that the admission of

Mr Robert Montgomerie by the Presbyterie of Glasgow, suppose to the temporalitie

of the bishoprick only, be undone and annulled with all possible diligence, to the

effect slander might be removed from the Kirk. In Sess. 15, Mr Robert Pont
shewed the King's presentation to the Bishoprick of Cathnes, and desired the judge-

ment of the Assembly. The Assembly, in their letter to the King's Majestic, declared

that they judged the said Mr Robert to be a bishop already, according to the doc-

trine of St Paul : But as to that corrupt estate or office of these who have been
termed bishops heretofore, they found it not agreeable to the Word of God, and that

it hath been damned in diverse Assemblies before.

In the instructions given to such as were appointed to wait upon the Parliament,

it was ordained in the same Assembly, Sess. 17, That they be carefuU that nothing

be admitted prejudicial! to the liberties of this Kirk, as it was concluded according to

the Word of God in the Gencrall Assemblies preceeding the year 1 584, but precisely

to seek the same to bee ratified in the Assembly holden in March 1589, where the

articles were made for subscribing the Confession of Faith with the gencrall band, it

1^'as ordained as followeth :

—

" For so much as the neighbour Kirk in England is understood to bee heavily

troubled, for maintaining of the true discipline and government ; whose grieves ought

to move us : Therefore the Presbytery of Edinburgh was ordained to comfort the

said Kirk in the said matter."

In the Assembly holden 1590, when the Confession of Faith was subscribed univer-

sally denovo, a ratification of the liberties of the Kirk, in her jurisdiction, disciphne,

Presbyteries, Synods, and Generall Assemblies, and an abrogation of all things contrarie

thereunto, was ordained to be sought both of the Councel and Parliament. In the

next session it was ordained that the Book of Discipline, specially the controverted

heads, should be subscribed by all Ministers that bear, or hereafter was to bear, office

in this Kirk, and that they be charged by the Presbyteries, under the pain of excom-
munication : Seeing the VVord of God cannot be keeped in sincerity, unlesse the holy

discipline be preserved. The Presbyteries were ordained to get a coppie under the

clerk's hand ; there were sundrie coppies subscribed by the Ministers in the Presby-
teries yet extant, as Hadingtoun, Dumfermling, &c., produced before the Assembly.

In the Assembly 1591, Sess. 4, the former act anent the subscription to the Book
of Policie is renewed, and a penaltie imposed upon the Moderatour, in case it be not
put in execution.

In the Assembly, 22d May 1592, Sess. 2, these articles were drawen up:—"That
the acts of parliament made 1584, against the discipline, libertie, and authoritie of
the Kirk, be annulled, and the samine discipline, whereof the Kirk hath been in prac-

tise, precisely ratified. That abbots, pryors, and other prelats pretending the title of
the Kirk, be not suffered in time comming." In the 1 1 Session the number ofthe pres-

byteries were given up, and insert in the Parliament immediatly following. The
5th of June 1592, The Ubertie, discipline, and jurisdiction of the true Kirk, in her

Sessions, Presbyteries, Synodall and Generall Assemblies, is largely ratified, as the

samine was used and exercised within this realnie, and all the acts contrary thereto

abrogat: The King's prerogative declared not to be prejudiciall to the same priviledges

grounded upon the Word of God, the former commissions to bishops, 1584, rescinded,

and all ecclesiastical matters subjected to presbyteries, according to the discipline of
this Kirk. Anno 1595, The Book of Policie, with other acts, is ratified, and ordained

to be printed.

It was also cleared that Episcopacie was condemned in these words of the Confession,

His wicked Hierarchie. For the Popish Hierarchic doth consist of Bishops, Pres-

byters, and Deacons, that is, baptizing and preaching Deacons ; for so it is determined
in the Councel of Trent, in the 4 chapter, De sacramento ordinis, cant. 6.* Si quis

dixerit in ecclesia Catholica non esse Iderarchiam divina ordinatione institidani, qua constat

e.r episcopis presbyteris et ministris, anathema sit. Bellarmine, likewise, in his book

• Censura propositioniim quarundam ex Hibernia delatarum pei- sacram facultatem theologise Parisiensis

facta.
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De ClciMcis, cap. 11, saith, That there are three Hierarchies in the militant Kirk : The
first of Bishops, the second of Priests, the third of Deacons, and that the deacons are

also princes, if they be compared with the people. This proposition following, Hier-

archia ecclesiastica constat ex pontijicc^ cardinalihvs, archiejnscopis, episcopis, et ref/u-

laribus, was censured by the Facultie ofTheologie in the University at Paris as foUoweth,

In ista prima propositiune emimeratio mcmhronim hierarchice ecclesiastics seu sacri priiv

cipatus, divina nrdinatione instituti est manca ct redundans atque, induccns in errorem

contrarium determinationi sacrce St/nodi TridentincB : The proposition was defective, be-

cause it pretermitted the presbyters and deacons; it was censured as redundant, because

it made the hierarchie to consist of the Pope, Cardinals, Archbishops, and Regulars

;

the Pope is not within the hierarchic ; primats, metropolitanes, and archbishops, but as

they are bishops. Furthermore, this hierarchie is distinguished in the Confession from

the Pope's monarchic. And howbcit this hierarchie be called the Antichrist's Hier-

archie, yet it is not to distinguish betwixt the hierarchic in the Popish Kirk and any
other as lawfull : But the hierarchic, wheresoever it is, is called his, as the rest of the

Popish corruptions are called his : To wit, Invocation of Saints, Canonization of Saints,

Dedication of Altars, &c., are called his, not that there is another lawfull canoniza-

tion, invocation, or dedication of altars ; whatsoever corruption was in the Kirk, either

in doctrine, worship, or government, since the mystery of iniquitie began to work,

and is retained and maintained by the Pope, and obtruded upon the Kirk by his au-

thority, are his. A passage also out of the history of the Councell of Trent was
alledged, where it is related that the Councell would not define the hierarchie by the

seven orders : We have in our Confession of Faith the manifold orders set apart and
distinguished from the hierarchie, but as it is set down in the canon above cited

:

We have in the Book of Policie, or Second Bookc of Discipline, in the end of the

second chapter, this conclusion agreed upon. Therefore, all the ambitious titles in-
j

vented in the kingdom of Antichrist, and in his usurped Hierarchie, which are not

of one of these foure sorts, to wit, Pastours, Doctours, Elders, and Deacons, together
|

with the offices depending thereupon, in one word ought to be rejected.

All which and many other warrands being jnibiickly read, and ])articularly at great]

length examined, and all objections answered in face of the Assembly, all the mem-
bers of the Assembly being many times desired and required to propone their doubtsi

and scruples, and every one being heard to the full, and, after much agitation, as fullyl

satisfied, the Moderatour at last exhorting every one to declare his mindc, did put!

the matter to voicing in these termes : Whether, according to the Confession of Faith,!

as it was professed in the year 1580, 1581, and 1590, there be any other Bishop butl

a pastour of a particular flock, having no preheminence nor power over his brethren,!

and whether by that Confession, as it was then professed, all other Episcopacie is ab-r

jured, and ought to bee removed out of this Kirk. The whole Assembly most unani-^

mously, without contradiction ofany one, (and with the hesitation ofone allanerly,) pro-^

fessing full perswasion of minde, did voice that all Episcopacie different from that off

pastour over a particular Hock, was abjured in this Kirk, and to be removed out ofl

it. And therefore prohibites, under ecclesiastical censure, any to usurpe, accept, deJ

fend, 01 obey the pretended authoritie thereof in time comming.

Act Sess. 17, December 10, 1638. Tlie Assembly at Glasgow declaring the Five

Articles of Perth to have been abjured, and to bee removed.

The Assembly remembring the uniformity of worship which was in this Kirk be-j

fore the Articles of Perth, the great rent which entered at that time, and hath con-^

tinned since, with the lamentable effects that it hath produced, both against pastoura

and professours, the unlawfullnesse and nullitie of Perth Assembly already declarec

by this Assembly, and that in the necessarie renewing of the Confession of Faith in

February 1638, the practise of novations introduced in the worship of God was sus

pendedtill they should be determined in a free Generall Assembly; and that in the same
year, at his Majestie's command, some had subscribed the Confession of Faith as id

was professed when it was first subscribed : For these causes, the Assembly entereo

into a diligent tryall of the foresaid articles, whether they be contrare to the Confes-

sion of Faith as it was meaned and professed in the year 1580, 1581, 1590, and 159lJ
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And findeth that first in generall, in the Confession of Faith we professe, " We will-

inghe agree in our consciences to the forme of rehgion, of a long time openly pro-

fessed by the King's Majestie and whole body of this rcalme, in all ])oints, as unto

God's undoubted truth and verity, grounded only upon his written Word, and there-

fore abhor and deteste all contrary religion and doctrine, but chiefly all Idnde of

papistrie in generall and particular heads, even as they were then dannied and con-

futed by the Word of God and Kirk of Scotland, and in speciall, the Roniune Anti-

christ, his five bastard sacraments, with all rites, ceremonies, and false doctrine, added

to the ministration of the true sacraments without the Word of God, his cruel judge-

ment against infants departing without the sacrament, his absolute necessitie of bap-

tisme ; and, finally, we deteste all his vain allegories, rites, signes, and traditions

brought into the Kirk, without or against the Word of God, and doctrine of this true

reformed Kirk, to the which we joyne ourselves willingly in doctrine, faith, religion,

discipline, and use of the holy sacraments, as lively members of the same in Christ

our Head, promising and swearing," &c. And that these five articles are contrarie to

the religion then professed, were confuted by the Word of God and Kirk of Scotland,

or are rites and ceremonies added to the ministration of the true sacraments, without

the Word of God, or nourish the Popish judgement against infants departing without

the sacrament, or absolute necessitie ofbaptisme, or rites, signes, and traditions brought

into the Kirk, without or against the Word of God, and doctrine of this true reformed

Kirk.

And next, in particular, concerning festivall dayes, findeth that, in the explication

of the first head of the First Book of Discipline, it was thought good that the feasts

of Christmas, Circumcision, Epiphanie, with the feasts of the Apostles, Martyres, and
\ irgine Mary, bee utterly abolished, because they are neither commanded norwar-
randed by Scripture, and that such as observe them be punished by civill magistrals.

Here utter abolition is craved, and not reformation of abuses only ; and that because

the observation of such feasts hath no warrand from the Word of God. In the Gene-
rall Assembly, holden at Edinburgh, anno 1566, the large Confession of Helvetia was
approved, but with speciall exception against the same five dayes, which are now
urged upon us. It was not then the popish observation only, with the popish opinion

of worship and merit, which was disallowed, (for so the reformed Kirk in Helvetia

did not observe them,) but simpliciter all observation. For this end was read a letter

in Latine, sent at that time by some of our divines to certaine divines in these parts to

this pui-pose. In the Assembly holden 1575, in August, complaint was made against the

ministers and readers beside Aberdene, because they assembled the people to preach-

ing and prayers upon certane festivall dayes, so that preaching and prayers upon fes-

tivall dayes was judged rebukable. It was ordained likewise, that complaint bee
made to the Regent upon the town of Drumfreis, for urging and convoying a reader

to the Kirk, with tabret and whistle, to read prayers, all the holj' dayes of Christmas,

upon the refusall of their own reader. Among the articles directed by this Assembly
to the Regent, it was craved that all holy dayes heretofore keeped holy, beside the

Lord's day, such as Yoole day and saints' dayes, and such others, may bee abolished,

and a certain penaltie appointed for banqueting, playing, feasting upon these dayes.

In the Assembly holden in April, anno 1577, it was ordained that the visitors, with

the advice of the Synodall Assembly, should admonish ministers preaching or mini-

strating the Communion at Easter, or Christmas, or other like superstitious times, or

readers reading, to desist under the paine of deprivation. In the ninth head of the

First Book of Discipline, the reason is set down against Easter Communion. " Your
honours are not ignorant how supersticiously the people run to that action at

Pascheven; as if the time gave vertue to the sacrament, and how the rest of the

whole year they are carelesse and negligent, as if it appertained not to them, but at

that time only." And for this reason, other times were ajjpointcd by that book for

that holy action. In the Assembly holden 1596, begun in March 1595, at which
time the covenant was renewed, superstition and idolatrie breaking forth in observ-

ing festivall dayes, setting out of bone-fires, singing carols, are reakoned amongst the

corruptions which were to be amended ; and the pulpits did sound from time to time
against all shew of observing any festivall day whatsoever, except the Lord's day.

Concerning kneeling at the Communion, findeth that in the Confession of Faith

i
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prefixed before the Psalmes, and approved by our Kirk in the very beginning of the Re-
formation, vre have these words—" Neither in the ministration of the Sacraments must
we follow men, but as Christ himself hath ordained, so must they be ministred." In
the large Confession of Faith, chap. 23, it is required as necessary, for the right mini-

stration of the Sacraments, that they bee ministred in such elements, and in such
sort as God hath appointed, and that men have adulterate the Sacraments with their

own inventions, so that no part of Christ's action abideth in the originall puritie.

The judgement of our reformers, who drew up the large Confession, was by cleare

evidents shewed to be contrary to this gesture in the act of receiving the Sacrament.

In the order of celebrating the Lord's Supper, prefixed before the Psalmes in meeter,

"sitting and distributing by the communicants" are joined; as likewise by the second
head of the First Book of Discipline, as nearest to Christ's own action, and to his

perfect practise, and most convenient to that holy action, and all inventions devised

by man are condemned, as alterations and accusations of Christ's perfect ordinance.

Ministers were enjoyned by act of Assembly, in December 1562, to observe the order

of Geneva, that is, the English Kirk at Geneva, (where Master Knox had been some-
time minister,) in the ministration of the Sacraments. This act was renewed in the

Assemblv holdcn in December 1564, where ministers are referred to the order set

down before the Psalmes for ministration of the Sacraments ; which is all one with

the former, for that was the order of the English Kirk at Geneva.

In the Parliament holden anno 1567, it was declared that whosoever did not par-

ticipate of the Sacraments, as they were then pnblickly administrat in this reformed

Kirk, ought not to be reputed members of this Kirk. The act for the King's oath at

his coronation, to maintain the due administration of the Sacraments, as they were

then ministred, anno 1567, was ratified anno 1581; at which time the short Confes-

sion, adhering to the use of the Sacraments in the Kirk of Scotland, was subscribed,

as also, anno 1592, after the second subscription to the Confession of Faith. In the

Parliament 1572, an act was made against such as did not participat of the Sacra-

ments as they v/ere then rightly ministered ; but the gesture of kneeling in the act

of receiving putteth the ministration of the Sacrament used in this Kirk out of frame,

whereby it is clear that whatsoever gesture or rite cannot stand with the administra-

tion of the Sacraments as they were then ministred, and were ministred ever since the

reformation till the year 1618, must bee condemned by our Kirk, as a rite added to

the true ministration ofthe Sacraments without the Word of God, and as a rite or tradi-

tion brought in without or against the Word of God, or doctrine of this reformed Kirk.

Concerning Confirmation, the Assembly findeth it to be comprehended in the clause

of the Confession, where the five bastard sacraments are condemned. And seeing

Episcopacie is condemned, imposition of hands by Bishops falleth to the ground.

And in all the acts for catechising or examination before admission to the communion,
no inkling of imposition of hands.

Concerning the administration of the Sacraments in private places, or private

baptisme and private communion, findeth that, in the Book of Common Order set down
before the Psalmes, it is said, " that the Sacraments are not ordained of God to be used

in private corners, as charmers and sorcerers use to doe, but left to the congregation."i

In the Assembly holden at Edinburgh in October, anno 1581, the same year and As-
sembly that the Confession of Faith was subscribed, it \vas ordained, " that the Sacramentsl

be not administred in private houses, but solemnly according to good order hitherto!

observed." The Minister of Tranent was suspended at that time, for baptizing anl

infant in a private house ; but confessing his offence, he was ordained to make hisj

publick repentance in the Kirk of Tranent before he be released. Another minister!

was to be tried and censured for baptizing privately, and celebrating the Communion!
upon Pasch-day, at the Assembly holden in October 1580. Which acts and censuresi

make manifest that our Kirk abhorred whatsoever fostered the opinion of the neces-

sitie of Baptisme, and giving of the Sacrament as a viaticum.

All whicli, and many other acts, grounds, and reasons, being at length agitated,
]

and, with much mature deliberation, pondered, and libertie granted to every man to

speak his minde, what could be said further for the full satisfaction of all men.
The matter was put to voicing in these words, " Whether the Five Articles of Perth, J

by the Confession of Faith, as it was meaned and professed in the year 1580, 1581,1
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1590, 1591, ought to be removed out of this Kirk?" The whole Assembly all in one

consent, one onely excepted, did voice that the Five Articles above specified were ab-

jured by this Kirk in that Confession, and so ought to be removed out of it ; and,

therefore, prohibiteth and dischargeth all disputing for them, or observing of them,

or any of them, in all time comming, and ordains Presbyteries to proceed with the

censures of the Kirk against all transgressours.

Act Sess. 21, December 17, 1638. Restoring the Judicatories of the Kirk.

Concerning Kirk Sessions, Provincial! and National! Assemblies, the General!

Assembly considering the great defection of this Kirk, and decay of religion, by the

usurpation of the Prelates, and their suppressing of ordinarie judicatories of tlie Kirk,

and clearly perceiving the benefit which will redound to the religion by the lestitution

of the said judicatories ; remembring also that they stand obliged, by their solemne

oath and covenant witli God, to return to the doctrine and discipline of tliis Kirk, as

it was profest 1580, 1581, 1590, 1591, which in the Book of Policie, registrat in the

books of the Assembly, 1581, and ordained to bee subscribed, 1590, 1591, is particu-

larly exprest, both touching t!ie constitution of the Assemblies, of their members,
ministers, and elders, and touching the number, power, and authority of these mem-
bers in all matters ecclesiasticall.

The Assembly findeth it necessar to restore, and, by these presents, restoretli all

these Assemblies unto tlieir full integritie in their members, priviledges, liberties,

powers, and jurisdictions, as they were constitute by the foresaid Book of Policie.

Act Sess. 23, 24, December 17, 18. Revivine/ and ratifying severalformer Acts, §r.

Anenl the report of the committie appointed for considering what constitutions

were to be revived or made of new, they proponed tlie overtures following, wliicli

were read and allowed by the whole Assembly, or by them referred to the considera-

tion of the severall Presbyteries.

I. Anent Presbyteries wliicli have been erected since the year 1586, it seemetli need-

full that they bee ratified by an act of tins General! Assembly, and that other Pres-

byteries slial! be erected where they shall be found needful!, and especially now in

the Synod of Lismore, according to the particular note given thereanent.

The Assembly ratificlh tliese Presbyteries since 1586, and erecteth those in Lis-

more, conforme to the note registrat in tlie books of Assembly.

II. Anent the keeping of Presby terial! meetings, it is thought fit that they be weekly,

botli in sonuner and winter, except in places farre distant, who, during tlie winter

season, (that is, between the first of October and the first of April,) sliall be dispensed

•with for meeting once in the fourteen dayes, and tliat al! absents be censured, espe-

cially those who should exercise and adde, according to the act of Assembly 1582, at

St Andrews, April "24, Sess. 12, and that some controverted liead of doctrine bee

liandled in the Presbyterie publickly, and disputed among the bretlu'en every first

Presbyterie of the moneth, according to tlie act of Assembly holden at Uundie, 1598,

Sess. 12.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

III. Anent the visitation of particular Kirks within Presbyteries, it is thought expe-

dient that it be once every year, wherein a care is to be had, among other things neces-

sary, that it bee tryed how domestick exercises of religion be exercised in particular

families, and to see what means there is in every parish in landward for catechising and
instructing the youth.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

IV. Anent the visitation of Kirks, Schooles, and Colledges, it is thought meet that

the act of Assembly, holden at Edinburgh the 25 of June 1565, Sess. 2, be put in

execution, that the Minister of the Parochin, the Principall, Regents, and Professours

within Colledges, and Masters and Doctors of Schooles, be tr^'cd concerning the

soundnesse of their judgement in matters of religion, their abilitic for discharge of

their calling, and the honesty of their conversation, as the act of Assembly at Edin-
burgh, June 21, 1567, Sess. 3, and the act of Assembly holden at Montrose, 1595,
Sess. 9, do import; and this visitation of colledges to be by way of commission from
the Gencrall Assembly.
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The Generall Assembly alloweth this article.

V. Anent None-residents ; it is thought necessary that every Minister be obliged to

reside in his own parochin at his ordinarie manse, for the better attending of the

duties of his caUing, conforme to the acts of Assemblies, viz., act of Assembly at Edin-
burgh, March 24, 1595, Sess. 7; as also act at Edinburgh, December 25, 1563, Sess.

r> ; and Assembly at Edinburgh, December 25, 1565, Sess. 4; Assembly at Edin-

burgh, March 6, 1572, Sess. 3.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

VL Anent the planting of Schools in Landward, the want whereof doth greatly pre-

judge the grouth of the Gospel, and procure the decay of religion. The Assembly
giveth direction to severall Presbyteries for the setling of schooles in every landward
parochin, and providing of men able for the charge of teaching of the youth, publick

reading and precenting of the psalme, and catechising of the common people, and that

means be provided for their intertainment in the most convenient manner that may
be had, according to the abilitie of the parochin.

The Assembly alloweth and referrcth the particular course unto the severall

Presbyteries.

VII. Anent the late admission of Ministers by Presbyteries, and the choise of

Moderatours, according to the ancient power of the said Presbyteries, the Assem-
bly declareth they had power to doe the same, and ratifieth that what hath been done
of late of that kinde upon warrantable grounds, that hereafter it be not called in

question.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

VIII. Anent the competencie of Presbyteries and parochins, that some proportion
j

may be keeped both anent the number and distance of place, it would seem expedient

that this Generall Assembly should appoint a Commission for every shyre where
there is such necessitie, that the particular parochins and presbyteries within the

bounds bee duely considered, and overtures be these of the same commission given

in to the Provinciall Synods, and by them to the Generall Assembly, that there they i

may be advised and ratified.

The Assembly referrcth this to the care of the particular Presbyteries.

IX. Anent the entrie and conversation of Ministers, it is expedient that the actj

of Assembly holden at Edinburgh, March 24, 1595,* Sess. 7, be ratified, and put ial

execution in every Presbyterie, and to that end that they get a coppie thereof under
the clerk's hand, whereof the tennour followeth.

Act Sess. 7, March 26, of the Assembly at Edinburffh, 1596.*

" Concerning the defections in the ministerie, the same being at length read out, rea-j

soned, and considered, the brethren concluded the same, agreeing therewith ; and
in respect that, by God's grace, they intend reformation, and to see the Kirk and mi-J

nistery purged, to the effect the worke may have better successe, they think it neces-l

sar that this Assembly be humbled, for wanting such care as became in such pointsJ

as is set down ; and some zealous and godly brethren in doctrine, lay them out foB

their better humiliation ; and that they make solemne promise before the Majestic oB

God, and make new covenant with him for a more carefull and reverent discharge

of their ministerie. To the which effect was chosen Mr John Davidson ; and Twes-j

day next, at nine houres in the morning, appointed, in the new Kirk, for that effectJ

whereunto none is to resort but the ministrie : the forme to be advised the mornfl

in privie conference.

THE TENNOUR OF THE ADVISE OF THE BRETHREN, DEPUTE FOR PENNING THI

ENORMITIES AND CORRUPTIONS IN THE MINISTERIE, AND REMEAD THEREOFj
ALLOWED BY THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY HERE CONVEENED, 1596.

Corruptions in the Office.

" Forasmuch as, by the too sudden admission and light tryall of persons to the mii

• The apparent discrepancy in the dates is explained by the fact, that the year then commenced on 25ta

March. The Assembly began its sittings •24th March 1595, the above quoted was passed 26th MarC
1596 Ed. 1843.
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nistrie, it cometh to passe that many scandals fall out in the persons of ministers, it

would bee ordained in time comming, that more diligent inquisition and triall be used

of all such persons as shall enter into the minislric.

" As specially these points : That the intrant shall be posed upon his conscience,

before the great God, (and that iu most grave manner,) what moveth him to accept the

office and charge of the ministrie upon him.

" That it be inquired, if any, by solistation, or moycn, directly or indirectly, prease

to enter in the said office ; and if it be found that the solister be repelled, and that

the Presbyterie repell all such of their number from voting in the election or admis-

sion as shall bee found moyeners for the soliciter, and posed upon their conscience to

declare the truth to that effect.

" Thirdly, Because by presentations, many forcibly are thrust into the ministery, and

upon congregations, that utter thereafter that they were not called by God : It would

be provided that none seeke presentations to benefices without advice of the Presby-

terie within the bounds whereof the benefice is ; and if any doe in the contrarie, they

to be repelled as rei ambitus.

" That the tryall of persons to be admitted to the ministrie hereafter consist not

only in their learning and abilitie to preach, but also in conscience, and feeling, and

spirituall wisedome, and namely in the knowledge of the bounds of their caUing, in

doctrine, discipline, and wisedome, to behave himselfe accordingly with the diverse

ranks of persons within his flock, as namely with Atheists, rebellious weak consciences,

and such other, wherein the pastorall chai-ge is most kythed, and that he be meet to

stop the mouthes of the adversaries ; and such as are not qualified in these points to

be delayed to further tryall, and whill they be found qualified. And because men
may be found meet for some places who are not meet for other, it would be consi-

dered, that the principall places of the realme be provided by men of most worthie

gifts, wisedome, and experience, and that none take the charge of greater number of

people nor they are able to discharge : And the Assembly to take order herewith,

and the act of the provinciall of Louthian, made at Linlithgow, to be urged.
" That such as shall bee found not given to their book andstudie of Scriptures, not

carefull to have books, not given to sanctification and prayer, that studie not to bee

powerfuU and spirituall, not applying the doctrine to corruptions, which is the pas-

torall gift, obscure and too scholastick before the people, cold, and wanting of spiri-

tuall zeal, negligent in visiting of the sick and caring for the poore ; or indiscreet in

choosing of parts of the word not mectcst for the flock, flatterers and dissembling at

publick sins, and specially of great personages in their congregations, for flattery, or

for fear, that all such persons bee censured, according to the degree of their faults, and
continuing therein, bee deprived.

" That such as be slothfull in the ministration of the Sacraments and iiTeverent, as

prophaners receiving the cleane and uncleane, ignorants and senselesse prophane, and
making no conscience of their profession in their calling and families, omitting due

tryall or using none, or light tryall, having respect in their trj-all to persons, wherein

there is manifest corruption ; that all such be sharply rebuked, and if they continue

therein, that they be deposed.
" And if any bee found a seller of the Sacraments, that hee bee deposed simpliciter

:

And such as collude with slanderous persons in dispensing and overseeing them for

money, incun-c the like punishment. That every Minister be charged to have a Ses-

sion established of the meetest men in his congregation, and that Discipline strike not

only upon grosse sins, as whoredome, bloodshed, &c., but upon sins repugnant to

the Word of God, as blasphemie of (liod, banning, profaning of the Sabbath, dis-

obedient to parents, idle, unruly ones, without calling, drunkards, and such like de-

boshed men, as make not conscience of their life and ruling of their families, and spe-

cially of education of their children, lying, slandering, and backbiting, and breaking

of promises ; and this to be an univcrsall order throughout the realme, &c., and such
like as are negligent herein, and continue therein after admonition, be deposed.

" That none falling in publick slanders be received in the fellowship of the Kirk,

except his minister have some appearance and warrand iu conscience that hee hath
both a feeling of sin, and apprehension of mercie, and for this effect, that the mini-
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ster travcll with him by doctrine, and private instruction, to bring liim hereto, and spe-

cially in the doctrine of repentance, which being neglected, the publick place of re-

pentance is turned in a mocking.
" Dilapidation of benefices, dimitting of them for favour or money, that they be-

come laick patronages, without advise of the Kirk, and such like interchanging of

benefices, by transaction and transporting of themselves by that occasion, without the

knowledge of the Kirk, precisely to be punished : Such like, that setting of takes

without the consent of the Assembly, be punished according to the acts ; and that

the dimitters in favours for money, or othervcise, to the effect above written, bee

punished as the dilapidafors.

Corruptions in tlieir Persons and Lives.

" That such as arc light and wanton in their behaviour, as in gorgeous and light

apparell, in speech, in using light and prophane comjianie, unlawfuU gaming, as

dancing, carding, dyeing, and such like, not beseeming the gravitie of a pastour, bee

sharply and gravely reproved by the Presbyterie, according to the degree thereof:

and continuing therein after due admonition, that hce bee depryved, as slanderous to

the Gospel.
" That Ministers being found swearers, or banners, prophaners of the Sabbath,

drunkards, fighters, guiltie of all these, or any of them, be deposed simpliciter ; and

such like, lyars, detracters, flatterers, breakers of promise, brawlers, and quarrellers,

after admonition continuing therein, incurrc the same punishment.
" That Ministers given to unlawful! and incompetent trades and occupations for

filthie gain, as holders of ostleries, taking of ocker beside conscience and good lawes,

and bearing worldly offices in noblemen's and gentlemen's houses, merchandise, and
such like, buying of victuals, and keeping to the dearth, and all such worldly occupa-

tions, as may distract them from their charge, and may be slanderous to the pas-

torall calling, be admonished and brought to the acknowledging of their sins, and if

they continue therein, to be deposed.
" That Ministers not resident at their flocks be deposed, according to the acts of

j

the Generall Assembly, and lawes of the realme ; otherwise the burthen to be laid on
[

the Presbyteries, and they to be censured therefore.

" That the Assembly command all their members, that none of them await on theJ

court and affairs thereof, without the advice and allowance of their Presbyterie/

Item, That they intend no action civill without the said advice, except in small matters

;

and for remeding of the necessitie, that some Ministers hath to enter in plea of law, thai

remedie bee craved, that short processe bee devised, to bee used in Ministers' actions]

" That Ministers take speciall care in using godly exercises in their families, in

teaching of their wives, children, and servants, in using ordinarie prayers, and read-j

ing of Scriptures, in removing of offensive persons out of their families, and such like

other points of godly conversation, and good example, and that they, at the visitation

of their Kirks, try the Ministers' families in these points foresaid, and such as ari

found negligent in these points, after due admonition, shall be adjudged unmeet tfl

govern the house of God, according to the rule of the Apostle.
" That Ministers in all companies strive to be spirituall and profitable, and to talke

of things pertaining to godlinesse, as namely of such as may strengthen us in Christ,

instruct us in our calling, of the means how to have Christ's Kingdome better esta-l

blished in our congregations, and to know how the Gospel flourisheth in our flocks!

and such like others the hinderances and the remeeds that we finde, &c., wherein

there is manifold corruptions, both in our companying with ourselves and with others!

and that the contraveeners thereof be tryed, and sharply be rebuked.
" That no Minister be found to countenance, procure, or assist a publick offendea

challenged by his own Minister, for his publick offence, or to bear with him as though

his Minister were too severe upon him, under the pain of admonition and rebuking.

Anent Generall Assemblies.

" To urge the keeping of the Acts anent the keeping of the Assembly, that it maj
have the own reverence and majestic.
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" The Assembly having hoard the whole act read, most unanimously alloweth and
approvcth this article.''

X. Aneut the defraying of the expenses of the commissioners to the Generall As-
sembly, refeiTeth and rccommendeth the same unto the particular presbyteries, and
especially to the ruling elders therein, that they may take such courses whereby, ac-

cording to reason and former acts of Assemblies, the commissioners' expenses to this

Assembly, and to the subsequent, may be born by the particular parochins of every

jiresbyterie, who sendeth them in their name and to their behalf, and for that effect,

that all sort of persons able in land or moneys proportionally may bear a part of the

burthen, as they reap the benefit of their paines.

The Assembly referreth this unto the care of the particular Presbyteries.

XL Anent the repressing of Poperie and superstition. It seemeth expedient that the

number and names of all the Papists in this kingdome be taken up at this Assembly,
if it may be conveniently done, and if not, that it be remitted to the next Proviuciall

Assemblies, that it may appear what grouth Poperie hath had and now hath through
this kingdome, what Popish priests and Jesuits there are in the land ; and that all per-

sons of whatsoever state and coiidition be obliged to swear and subscribe the Confession

of Faith, as it is now condescended upon by this Generall Assembly ; that they fre-

quent the Word and Sacraments in the ordinar dyets and places ; otherwise to proceed
against them with the censures of the Kirk, and that children be not sent out of the

countrcy without licence of the Presbyteries or Provinciall Synods of the bounds
where they dwell.

The Assembly referreth this article to the severall Presbyteries.

XII. Anent order to be taken that the Lord's Supper be more frequently admini-

strat both in burgh and landward then it hath been in these 3'ears bygone. It were
expedient that the act at Edinburgh, December 25, 1562, Sess. 5, bee renewed, and
some course bee taken for furnishhig of the elements, where the minister of the parish

bath allowance only for once in the year.

The Assembly referreth this to the consideration of Presbyteries, and declareth

that the charges be rather payed out of that dayes collection, then that the

congregation want the more frequent use of the sacrament.

XIII. Anent the entrie of ministers to the ministrie ; the Assembly thinks expedient

that the act holden at St Andrews, April 2-4, 1582, Sess. 7, touching the age of

twenty-five years, be renewed, and none to be admitted before that time, except such

as for rare and singular qualities shall be judged by the Generall or Provinciall As-
sembly to be meet and worthie thereof.

The Assembly approvcth this article.

XIV. Anent mercats on Monday and Saturday within burghs, causing intollerable

profanation of the Lord's day, by carying of loads, bearing of burthens, and other

work of that kinde ; it were expedient for the redresse thereof, that the care for re-

straining of this abuse be recommended by the Assembly unto the severall burghs,

and they to bee earnestly entreated to finde out some way for the repressing of this

evil, and changing of the day ; and to report their diligence thereanent to the next

Generall Assembly.

The Assembly referreth this article to the consideration of the burrows.

XV. Anent the profaination of the Sabbath-day in landward, especially for want
of divine service in the afternoone ; the Assembly ordaineth the act of Assembly
holden at Dundie, July 12, 1580, Sess. 10, for keeping both dyets, to be put in exe-

cution.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XVI. Anent frequenting with excommunicat persons ; the Assembly ordaineth that

the act at Edinburgh, March 5, 1569, Sess. 10, to wit, "that these who will not for-

bear the companie of excommunicat persons after due admonition, be excommunicat
themselves, except they forbear," to be put in execution.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XVII. Whereas the Confession of the Faith of this Kirk, concerning both doctrine

and discipline, so often called in question by the corrupt judgement and tyrannous
authoritie of the pretended prelats, is now clearly explained, and by this whole Kirk
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represented by this Gencrall Assembly concluded, ordained also to bee subscribed by b

all sorts of persons wiihin the said Kirk and kingdome ; the Assembly constitutes and H

ordaines, that from henceforth, no sort of person, of wliatsoever quality and degree,

be permitted to speak or write against the said Confession, this Assembly, or any act

of this Assembly, and that under the paine of incurring the censures of this Kirk.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XVIIL Anent voicing in kirk-sessions ; it is thought expedient that no minister mo-
derating his session shall usurpe a negative voice over the members of his session, and

where there is two or moe ministers in one congregation, that they have equall power

in voicing, that one of them hinder not the reasoning or voicing of any thing where-

unto the other minister or ministers, with a great part of the session, inclineth, being

agreeable to the acts and practise of the Kirk, and that one of the ministers, without

advice of his colleague, appoint not dyets of communion nor examination, neither

hinder his colleague from catechising and using other religious exercises as oft as he

pleaseth.

The Assembly referrcth this article to the care of the Presbyteries.

XIX. Since the office of a diocesane or lordly bishop is alluterly abjured, and re-

moved out of this Kirk, it is thought fit that all titles of dignitie, savouring more of

Poperie than of Christian libertie, as chapters, with their elections and consecrations,

abbots, pryors, deans, arch-deacons, preaching deacons, chanters, sub-chanters, and

others having the like title, flowing from the Pope and Canon law only, as teslifieth

the Second Book of Discipline, bee also banished out 'of this Reformed Kirk, and not

to bee usui-jjed or used hereafter under ecclesiasticall censure.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XX. Anent the presenting either of pastours or readers, and schoolmasters to par-

ticular congregations ; that there be a respect had to the congregation, and that no

person be intruded in any office of the Kirke contrare to the will of the congregation

to which they are appointed.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XXL Anent mariage without proclamation of bans, which being in use these years

bygone, hath produced many dangerous effects ; the Assembly would discharge the

same, conforme to the former acts, except the Presbyterie in some necessarie exigents

dispense therewith.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XXIL Anent the Buriall in Kirks; the Assembly would be pleased to consider

anent the act of Assembly at Edinburgh, 1588, Sess. 5, if it shall be put in execution,

and to discharge funerall sermons as savouring of superstition.

The Assembly referreth the former part of this article anent buriall in kirks to

the care of Presbyteries, and dischargeth all fimerall sermons.

XXII L Anent the tryall of expectants before their entrie to the ministrie ; it being

notour that they have subscribed the Confession of Faitli now declared in this As-

sembly, and that they have exercised often privatly and publickly, with approbation

of the Presbyterie, they shall first adde and make the exercise publickly, and make a

discourse of some common head in Latine, and give propositions thereupon for dis-

pute, and thereafter be questioned by the Presbyterie upon questions of controversie

and chronologic, anent particular texts of Scripture, how they may be interpreted ac-

cording to the analogic of faith, and reconciled, and that they be examined upon their

skill of the Greek and Hebrew, and that they bring a testificat of their life and con-

versation from either colledge or presbyterie where they reside.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

XXIV. The Assembly having considered the order of the Provinciall Assemblies

given in by the most ancient of the ministrie within every province, as the ancient

plateforme thereof, ordained the same to be observed contorme to the roll, registrat

in the books of Assembly, whereof the tcnnour fblloweth.
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THE ORDER OF THE PROVINCIALL ASSEMBLIES IN SCOTLAND,
ACCORDING TO THE PRESBYTERIES THEREIN CONTAINED.

I. THE PROVINCIALL ASSEMBLY OF MERS AND TIVIDAILL.

Presbyteries.
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VII. THE PROVINCIALL SYNOD OF AKGYL DESIRED TO BEE ERECTED IN SEVERALL I'RESBYTERIES,

ACCORDING TO TIIE NOTE GIVEN IN.

Presbyteries.

Dunnune.
Kinloch.

Inneraray.

Kilmoir.

Skye.

Bounds.

The shyrifdonics of Argil To meet the first time at

and Boot, with a part of Inneraray, the fomth Tvfes-

Lochaber. day of April.

St Andrews.
Cowper.
Kirkadie.

Dunfcrmling.

VIII. THE rROVINCIAIiL SYNOD OF FIFE.

The shyrefdomc of Fife. To meet the first time at

Cowper in Fife, the first

Twesday of April.

Meegle.
Dundie.

Ai-broth.

Forfair.

Brechen.

Merns.

IX. THE PROVINCIALL SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MERNS.

The shyrcfdoraes of Forfair, To meet the first time at

and Merns. Dundie, the third Twesday
of April.

i. THE FROVINCIALL SYNOD OF ABERDENE.

Aberdenc.
Kincairdin.

All-tbord.

Garioch.

Elian.

Deer.

Tun-effe.

Fordycc.

Innemes.
Forresse.

Elgin.

Strabogie.

Abernetliie.

Aberlower.

The shyrefdomcs of Aber-
denc and Bamfc.

To meet the first time at

New Abcrdene, the third

Twesday of April.

THE PROVINCIALL SYNOD OF MURRAY.

The shyrefdonies of Inner- To meet the first time ai

nes in part, Nairn in part, Forresse, the last Twcsdaj
Murray, Bamf in part, of April.

Aberden in part.

Chanrie.

Taine.

Dingwall,

XII. THE PROVINCIALL SYNOD OF ROSSE.

The shyrefdomc of Liner- To meet the first time

nes in part. Chanrie, the second Twos
day of April.

Dornoch.
Weeke or Thurso.

Xai. THE PROVINCIALL SYNOD OF CATHNES.

Cathnes, Sutherland. To meet the first time a|

Dornoch, the third Twes
day of April.

Kirkwall.

Scalloway.

SIV. THE PROVINCIALL SYNOD OF ORKNEY AND ZETLAND.

The shrefdome of Orkney To meet the

and Zetland.

first time

Kirkwall, the second Tweq
day of April.
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XV. THE PKOTINCIALL SYNOD OF THE ISLES.

All the Kirks of the North-West Isles, viz., Sky, Lewes, and the rest of the Isles,

which were Ivable to the Diocie of the Isles, except the South-West Isles, which are

joyned to the Presbyteries of Argyll—to meet the first time at Skye, the second

Twesday of May.

That the Minister of the place where the Synodall Assembly meets shall preach

the first day of their meeting, and give timouse advertisement to the rest of the Pres-

byteries.

It is remembred, that of old, the Synodall Assemblies that were nearest to others

had correspondence among themselves, by sending one or two commissioners mutu-

ally from one to another, which course is thought fit to be keeped in time comming

;

viz., the Provincials of Louthian, and Mers, &c. ; the Provincials of Drumfreis, Gal-

loway, Glasgow, and Argyll ; the Provincials of Perth, Fyfc, and Angus, &c. ; the

Provincials of Aberdein and Mm-ray ; the Provincials of llosse, Caithnes, and Ork-

naj'. The commissioners for correspondence amongst the Synodals to be a minister

and a ruling elder.

The Assembly recommendeth to the severall Presbyteries the execution of the old

acts of Assemblies, against the break of the Sabbath-day, by the going of milles, salt-

pans, salmond-fishing, or any such like labour, and to this end revives and renews

the act of the Assembly, holden at Halyrudehouse, 1602, Sess. 5, whereof the ten-

nor followeth :

—

" The Assembly, considering that the conventions of the people, specially on the

Sabbath-day, are verie rare in many places, by distraction of labour, not only in har-

vest and seed-time, but also every Sabbath, by fishing, both of whyte fish and salmond-

fishing, and in going of milles : Therefore, the Assemblie dischargeth and inhibiteth

all such labour of fishing, as well whyte fish as salmond fish, and going of milles of all

sorts upon the Sabbath-day, under the paine of incurring the censures of the Kirk,

And ordains the commissioners of this AssembUe to meane the same to his Majestic,

and to desu-e that a pecuniall paine may be injoyned upon the contraveiners of this

present act."

Act Sess. 24, December 18, 1638. Against 3Imisters who acquiesce not in the Sentence

of Dejjosition.

The Assembly, considering the great necessity of purging this land from bygone
corruptions, and of preserving her from the like in time coming, ordaineth the Presby-

teries to proceed with the censures of the Kirk, to excommunication, against those

Ministers, who, being deposed by this Assembly, acquiesces not to their sentences,

but exercise some part of their Ministeriall fiuiction, refiiseth themselves, and with-

draw others from the obedience of the Acts of the Assembly.

Act Sess. 25, December 19, 1638. Against the civill Places and Power of Kirhnen.

The Generall Assembly, remembering that among other clauses of the application

of the Confession of Faith to the present time, which was subscribed in Februarie

1638, the clause touching the civill places and power of Ivirkmen was referred

unto the tryall of this Assembly, entered into a serious search thereof, especially of

their sitting on the bench, as Justices of Peace, their sitting in Session and Councell,

their ryding and voting in Parlament ; and considering how this vote m Parlament
was not at fii'st sought nor requyred by this Kirke, or worthy men of the ministerie,

but being obtruded upon them, was disallowed, for such reasons as could not well

be answered, (as appeareth by the conference, holden at Halyrudehouse, 1599, which,
with the reasons therein contained, was read in the face of the Assembly,) and by
plurality of voices not being able to resist that enforced favour, they foreseeing the

dangerous consequences thereof, in the Assembly at Montrose, did Hmitate the same
by many necessare cautions ; considering also the protestation made in the Parlament,

1606, by commissioners from Presbyteries, and Provinciall Assemblies, against this

jrestitution of Bishops to vote in Parlament, and against all civill offices in the persons

of pastors, separate unto the Gospell, as incompatible with their spii-ituall function.
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with the manifold reasons of that protestation from the Word of God, ancient Councels, I

ancient and moderne divines, from the doctrine, discipHne, and Confession of Faith ^

of the Kirk of Scotland, which are extant in print, and were read in the audience of

the Assembly : Considering also, from their own experience, the bad fruits and great

evils which have been the inseparable consequents of these offices, and that power
in the persons of pastors separate to the Gospell, to the great prejudice of the free-

dome and libertie of the Kirk, the jurisdiction of her Assemblies, and the powerfuU
fruits of their spirituall ministrie ; the Assembly most unanimously in one voice,

with the hesitation of two allanerly, declared, that as, on the one part, the Kirk and
the ministers thereof are oblidged to give their advise and good counsell in matters

concerning the Kirk, or the conscience of any whatsomever, to his Majestic, to the

Parlament, to the Counccll, or to any member thereof, for their resolutions from the

Word of God ; so, on the other part, that it is both inexpedient and unlawful in this

Kirk for pastors separate unto the Gospell to brook civil places and offices, as to be

Justices of Peace, sit and decerne in Councell, Session, or Exchecker, to ryde or vote

in Parlament, to be judges or assessors in any civill judicatorie : And, therefore, re-

scinds and annuls all conlrarie Acts of Assembly, namely, of the Assembly holden at

Montrose, 1600 ; which being prest by authority, did rather for an interim tolcrat the

same, and that limitate by many cautions, for the breach whereof the prelats have

been justly censured, then in fi-eedome ofjudgement allow thereof, and ordaineth the

Presbyteries to proceed with the censures of the Kirk against such as shall trans-

gresse herein in time comming.

Act Sess. 26, December 20, 1638. Ar/ainst printing any thing ?-elative to the Kirk of
Scotland without warrand.

The Assembly, considering the great prejudice which God's Kirk in this land hath

sustained these years bypast, by the unwarranted printing of lybels, pamphlets, and
polemicks, to the disgrace of religion, slander of the gospell, infecting and disquyeting

the mindcs of God's people, and disturbance of the peace of the Kirk ; and remem-
bring the former acts and custome of this Kirk, as of all other Kirks, made for restrain-

ing these and the like abuses, and that nothing be printed concerning the Kirk and
religion except it be allowed by these whom the Kirk intrusts with that charge ; the

Assembly unanimously, by vertuc of their ecclesiasticall authority, dischargeth and
inhibiteth all printers within this kingdome to print any act of the former Assemblies,

any of the acts or proceedings of this Assembly, anj' (confession of Faith, any protesta-

tions, any reasons jn-o or contra anent the present divisions and contraversies of this

time, or any other treatise whatsoever which may conccme the Kirk of Scotland, or

God's cause in hand, without waiTand subscribed by Mr Archbald Johnston, as clerk

to the Assembly and advocate for the Kirk ; or to reprint, without his warrand, any
acts or treatises foresaids, which he hath caused any other to print, under the paine

of ecclesiasticall censures, to be execute against the transgressours by the severall

Presbyteries, and in case of their refusall, by the severall Commissiones from this As-^

sembly ; whereunto also we are confident the honourable judges of this land will

contribute their civill authority ; and this to be intimat publickly in pulpit with thel

other generall acts of this Assembly.

Act Sess. 26, December 20, 1638. Against such as acknowledge not this Assembly,

The Generall Assembly ordaineth all Presbyteries and Provinciall Assemblies tol

conveen before them such as are scandalous and malicious, and will not acknowledge!

this Assembly, nor acquiesce unto the acts thereof; and to censure them accordingl

to their malice and contempt, and acts of this Kirk ; and where Presbyteries are re-T

fractarie, granteth power unto the severall Commissions to snmmond them to com-J

pear before the next Generall Assembly to be holden at Edinburgh, the third Wedins<^

day of Julie, to abide their tryall and censure.

Act Sess. 26, December 20, 1638. Appointing Presbyteries, Burghs, Universities, at

also Kirk Sessions, to have a Copy of the Acts of the Assembly.
I

The Assembly, considering the acts and practise of this Kirke in her purest timesj

that the Commissioners of every Presbyterie, Burgh, and Univcrsitie, were bott
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ordained to take, and really did take, from the clerk, the whole general acts of the

Assembly subscribed by the clerk, whereby they might rule and conforme their judi-

catorie themselves, and all persons within their jurisdictions, unto the obedience

thereof; considering the great prejudices we have lately felt out of ignorance of the

acts of Assembly ; considering also the great necessity in this time of reformation, be-

yond any other ordinarie time, to have an extract thereof, the Assembly ordaineth

be this present act, that all Commissioners from Presbyteries, Burghes, and Univer-

sities, presently get under the clerk's hand an index of the acts, till the acts them-

selves be extracted, and thereafter to get the full extract of the whole generall acts,

to be insert in their Presbytcrie books, whereby all their proceedings may be regulate

in time coming. Likeas the Assembly recommendeth unto every Kirk Session, for

the preservation of their particular paroch from the re-entrie of the corruptions now
discharged, and for their continuance in the Covenant, anent doctrine, worship, and

discipline now declared, to obtain an extract of these acts, especially if they be piinted,

seeing their pryce will no wayes then be considerable, as the bcnefite both of the

particular parish and the interest of the whole Kirk, in the preservation thereof from

defection, is undenyable, seeing Presbyteries are composed of sundry parochins, and

so must be affected or infected as they are, as Provinciall and Generall Assemblies

are composed of Presbyteries, and so must be disposed as they are.

Act Sess. 26, December 20. In the Assembli/ at Glasgow, 1638, concerning the Con-

fession of Faith renewed in Februar 1638.

The Assembly, considering that for the purging and preservation of religion for the

King's Majestie's honom', and for the publick pe.'ice of the Kirk and kingdomc, the

renewing of that nationall Covenant and oath of this Kirk and kingdome, in Februar
1638, was most necessare, likeas the Lord hath blessed the same from heaven with a

wonderfuU successe for the good of religion, that the said Covenant suspendeth the

practise of novations already introduced, and the approbation of the corruptions of

the present governement of the Kirk, with the civill places and power of kirkmen,
till they be tryed in a free Generall Assembly ; and that now, after long and serious

examination, it is found that by the Confession of Faith the Five Articles of Perth and
Episcopall governement are abjured, and to be removed out of this Kirk, and the

civill places and power of kirkmen are declared to be unlawfull : The Assembly
alloweth and approveth the same in all the heads and articles thereof, and ordaineth

that all Ministers, Masters of Universities, CoUedges, and Schooles, and all others

who have not already subscribed the said Confession and Covenant, shall subscribe

the same, with these words prefixed to the subscription, viz.. The article of this Cove-
nant, which was at the first subscription referred to the determination of the Generall
Assembly, being now determined at Glasgow, in December 1638, and thereby the

Five Articles of Perth, and the governement ofthe Kirk by Bishops, being declared to

be abjured and removed, the civill places and power of kirkmen declared to be un-
lawfull, we subscrive according to the determination ofthe said fi-ee and lawfull Gene-
rall Assembly holden at Glasgow ; and ordaineth, ad per-pettiam rei memorlam, the

said Covenant, with this declaration, to be insert in the registers of the AssembUes of

this Kirk, Generall, Provinciall, and Presbyteriall.

Act Sess. 26, December 20, 1638. Concerning the subscribing the Confession of
Faithe lately subscribed by his Majestie's Commissioner, and urged to be subscribed by

others.

^
Seeing the Generall Assembly, to whom belongeth properly the publick and judi-

ciall interpretation of the Confession of Faith, hath now, after accurat tryall, and
mature deliberation, clearly found that the Five Articles ofPerth, and the governement
of the Kirk by Bishops, are abjured by the Confession of Faith, as the same was
professed in the year 1580, and was renewed in this instant year, 1638 ; and
that the Marques of Hammiltoun, his Majestie's Commissioner, hath caused print a
declaration, bearing that his Majestie's intention and his own, in causing subscribe the
Confession of Faith, is no waj'es to abjure but to defend Episcopall governement;

I

and that by the oath and explanation set down in the act of Councel, it neither was
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oath, in any sense which may not consist with Episcopall governcnicnt ; which is di-

rectly repugnant to the genuine and true meaning of the foresaid Confession, as it was
professed in the year 1580, as is clearly now found and declared by the Generall As-
sembly : Therefore, the Generall Assembly doth humbly supplicate that his Majestic

may be graciously jilcased to acknowledge and approve the foresaid true interpreta-

tion and meaning of the Generall Assembly, by his royall warrand to his Majestie's

Commissioner, Councell, and subjects, to be put in record for that effect, whereof we
are confident, after his Majestic hath received due information from this Kirk,

honoured with his Majestie's birth and baptisme, which will be a royall testimonie

of his Majestie's piety and justice, and a powerfuU meane to procure the heartie affec-

tion and obedience of all his Majestie's loyall subjects ; and in the meanetime, least

any should fall imder the danger of a contradictorie oath, and bring the wrath of

God upon themselves and the land, for the abuse of his name and covenant, The As-

sembly, by their ecclesiasticall authority, prohibiteth and dischargeth, that no member
of this Kirk swear or subscribe the said Confession, so far wreasted to a contrare

meaning, under paine of all ecclesiasticall censure, but that they subscribe the Con-
fession of Faith renewed in Fcbruar, with the declaration of the Assembly set down
in the former act.

Act Sess. 26, December 20, 1638. Concerning yenrhj Generall Assemblies.

The Assembly, having considered the reasons lately printed for holding of Generall

Assemblies, which are taken from the light of nature, the jiromise of Jesus Christ,

the practise of the holy Apostles, the doctrine and custome of other reformed Kirks,

and the liberty of this nationall Kirk, as it is expressed in the Book of Policie, and
acknowledged in the act of Parlament 1592, and from recent and present experience,

comparing the lamentable prejudices done to religion through the former want of free

and lawfull Assemblies, and the great benefite arysing to the Kirk from this one free

and lawfnll Assembly, finde it necessary to declare, and hereby declares, that by di-

vine, ecclesiasticall, and civill warrands, this nationall Kirk hath power and liberty to

assemble and conveen in her yearly Generall Assemblies, and oftener, j/ro re nata, as

occasion and necessity shall require : Appointctli the next Generall Assembly to sit

at Edinburgh the third Weddinsday of Julie 103!) ; and warneth all Presbyteries,

Universities, and Burghes, to send their commissioners for keeping the same ; giving

power also to the Presbyterie of Edinburgh, pro re nata, and upon any urgent and!

extraordinarie necessity, (if any shall happen before the diet appointed in Julie,) tc

give advertisement to all the presbyteries, imiversities, and burghes, to send theiij

commissioners for holding an occasionall Assembly. And if, in the meanetime, is

shall please the King's Majestic to indict a Generall Assembly, ordaineth all presbyj

teries, universities, and burghes, to send their commissioners for keeping the time ano

place which shall be appointed by his Majestie's proclamation.

Act Sess. 26, December 20. Ordainin(j an humble Supplication to be sent to the

King's Mcijestie.

The Assembly', from the sense of his Majestie's pietie and justice, manifested in the

publick indiction of their solemne meeting for the purging and preservation of rcli-j

gion, in so great an exigent of the extreame danger of both, from their fears arising out]

of experience of the craftie and malicious dealing of their adversaries in giving sini-l

strous informations against the most religious and loyall designes and doings of hii

Majestie's good subjects, and from their earnest desire to have his Majestic truely in-j

formed of their intentions and proceedings from themselves, who know them bestj

(which they are confident will be better beleeved, and finde more credite with liisf

Majestic, then any secret surmise or private suggestion to the contrarie,) that they

may gaine his Majestie's princely approbation and ratification in the ensuing Parlia-j

ment to their constitutions, hath thought meet and ordaineth, that an humble sup-j

plication be directed to his Majestic, testifying their most heartie thankfulnesse foB_

so royall a favour as at tliis time hath refreshed the whole Kirk and kingdome, stopping

the way of calumnie, and humbly supplicating for the approbation and ratification

forsaid : That truth and peace may dwell together in this land, to the increase of his

Majestie's glorie, and the comfort and quietnesse of his Majestie's good people : This
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the Assembly hath committed, according to the articles forsaid, to be subscribed by
their moderatour and clerk in their name. The tennour whereof followeth :

—

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTIE,

THE HUMBLE SUPPLICATION OF

THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY OF THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND,
conveened at glasgow, november 21, 1638.

Most Gracious Soveraigne,
We, your Majestie's most humble and loyall subjects, the commissioners from all

the parts of this your Majestie's ancient and native kingdome, and members of the

Nationall Assembly, conveened at Glasgow by your Majestie's speciall indiction, con-
sidering the great happincsse which ariseth both to Kirk and commonwealth by the

mutuall embracements of religion and justice, of truth and peace, when it j)leaseth the

Supreame Providence so to dispose that princely power and ecclesiasticall authoritie

joyne in one, do, with all thankfulnesse of heart, acknowledge, with our mouthes doe
confessc, and not only with our pennes, but with all our power are readie to witnesse

unto the world, to your Majestie's never dying glorie, how much the whole kingdome
is affected, and not only refreshed but revived, with the comfortable sense of your
Majestie's pietie, justice, and goodnesse, in hearing our humble supplications for a
full and free Gencrall Assembly : and remembring that for the present a more true

and reall testimonie of our unfained acknowledgement could not proceed from us, your
Majestie's duetifull subjects, then to walke worthie of so royall a favour, it hath been
our greatest care and most serious endevom-, next unto the will of Jesus Christ, the

great King of his Kirk, redeemed by his own blond, in all our proceedings, joyned
with our hearty prayers to God for a blessing from heaven upon your Majestie's pcr-

I son and government, from the first houre of our meeting, to carie ourselves in such
moderation, order, and loyaltie, as beseemed the subjects of so just and gracious a
King, lacking nothing so much as your Majestie's personall presence ; with which
had we been honoured and made happie, we were confident to have gained your
Majestie's royall approbation to our ecclesiastick constitutions and conclusions, know-
ing that a truly Christian minde and royall heart inclined from above to religion and
piety, will at the first discern, and discerning be deeply possessed with the love of the

ravishing beautie and heavenly order of the house of God—they both proceeding
from the same Spirit. But as the joy was unspeakable, and the hopes lively, which
from the fountaines of your Majestie's favour did fill our hearts, so were we not a

little troubled when wee did perceive that your Majestie's Commissioner, as before

our meeting he did endevour a prclimitation of the Assembly in the necessarie mem-
bers thereof, and the matters to bee treated therein, contrarie to the intention of your
Majestie's proclamation indicting a free Assembly, according to the order of this Kirk
and laws of the kingdome, so, from the first beginnings of our sitting, (as if his

Lordship had come rather to crosse nor to countenance our lawfuU proceedings, or as

we had intended any prejudice to the good of religion or to your Majestie's honoui-

—

which God knoweth was far from our thoughts,) did suffer nothing, although most

necessarie, most ordinarie, and most undenyable, to passe without some censure, con-

tradiction, or protestation : And after some dayes' debating of this kinde, farre against

our expectation, and to our great griefe, did arise himself, commanded us, who had
laboiu-ed in every thing to approve ourselves to God, and to his Lordship, as repre-

senting your Majestie's person, to arise also, and prohibited our further meeting by
such a proclamation, as will bee found to have proceeded, rather from an unwillingnesse

that we should any longer sit, then from any ground or reason, which may endure the

tryall either of your Majestie's Parliament or of your own royall judgement, imto which
if (being conveened by indiction from yom* Majestic, and sitting now in a constitute

Assembly) we should have given place, the Kirk and kingdome, contrare to your
Majestie's most laudable intentions, manifested in former proclamations, and contrarie

to the desires and expectation of all your Majestie's good people, had been in an in-

E



34 ACTS OP THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1638.

slant precipitate in such a world of confusions and such depths of miserie as after-

ward could not easily have been cured. In this extreamitie we made choise rather

of that course which was most agreeable to your Majestie's will, revealed unto
us after so many fervent supplications, and did most conduce for the good of

religion, your Majestie's honour, and the wcill of your Majestie's kingdome, then

to give way to any sudden motion tending to the ruine of all; wherein wee are so

far from fearing the light, least our deeds should be reproved, that the more ac-

curatly that we are tryed, and the more impartially our using of that power which
God Almighty and your sacred Majestic, his vicegerent, had put in our hands
for so good and necessarie ends, is examined, we have the greater confidence of

your Majestie's allowance and ratihabition ; and so much the rather, that being

in a manner inhibited to proceed in so good a work, we doubled our diligence,

and endevoured more carefully then before, when your Majestie's Commissioner was
present, in every point falling under our consideration, to walke circumspectly, and
without offence, as in the sight of God, and as if your Majestie's eyes had been look-

ing upon us, labouring to proceed according to the Word of God, our Confession of

Faith and Nationall Oath, and the laudable constitutions of the lawfull Assemblies

of this Kirk ; and studying rather to renew and revive old acts made for the reforma-

tion of religion in the time of your Majestie's father, of happie memorie, and extant

in the records of the Kirk, which Divine Providence hath preserved, and at this time

brought to our hands, then either to allow of such novations, as the avarice and am-
bition of men, abusing authoritie for their own ends, had without order introduced ;

or to appoint any new order which had not been formerly received and sworn to bee

reteined in this Kirk. In all which the members of the Assembly found so clear and
convincing light to their full satisfaction, against all their doubts and difficulties, that

the harmonic and unanimitie was rare and wonderfull, that we could not have agreed

upon other constitutions except wee would have been found fighting against God.

Your Majestie's wise and princely minde knowclh that nothing is more ordinary then

for men when they doe well to bee evil spoken of, and that the best actions of men are

many times misconstrued and misreported. Balaam, although a false prophet, was

wronged ; ibr, in place of that which hce said, " The Lord refuseth to give me leave to

go with you," the ])rinces of Moab reported unto Balak that Balaam refused to go

with them. But our comfort is, that Truth is the daughter of Time, and although

calunmie often starteth first and runneth before, yet veritie followeth her at the heels,

and posscsseth herself in noble and royall hearts, where base calumnic cannot long finde

place. And our confidence is, that your Majestic, with that worthie king, will keep

one care shut against all the obloquies of men ; and with that more wise king, who,

when he gave aproofe that the wisedome of God was in him to doe judgement, would

have both parties to stand before him at once, that hearing them equally, they might

sjieed best, and go out most chearfullic from his Majestie's face, who had the best

cause. When your Majestie's wisedome hath searched all the secrets of this Assem-
bly, let us be reputed the worst of all men, according to the aspersions which par-

tialitie would put upon us ; let us be the most miserable of all men, to the full satisfac-

tion of the vindictive malice of our adversaries; let us by the whole world bee judged

of all men the most unworthie to breath any more in this your Majestie's kingdome,

if the cause that we maintaine and have been prosecuting shall be found any other

but that we desire that the majestie of God, who is our fear and our dread, be ser\'ed,

and his house ruled according to his owne will ; if we have not caried along with us

in ail the sessions of our Assemblie a most humble and loyall respect to your Majes-

tie's honour, which next unto the honour of the living God lyeth nearest our hearts;

if we have not keeped ourselves within the limits of our reformation without debording

or reflecting upon the constitution of other reformed Kirks, unto which wee heartily

wish all truth and peace, and by whose sound judgement and Christian affection we
certainly look to be approven ; if we have not failed rather by lenitie then by rigour

in censuring of delinquents, never exceeding the rules and lines prescribed and ob-

served by this Kirk, and if (whatsoever men minding themselves suggest to the con-

trary) the government and discipline of this Kirk, subscribed and sworn before,

and now acknowledged by the unanimous consent of this Assembly, shall not bee

found to serve for the advancement of the kingdome of Christ, for procurhig all due-
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tifull obedience to your Majestie in this your kingdome, and great riches and gloria

to your crown, for peace to us, your Majestie's loyall subjects, and for teiTour to all

the enemies of your Majestie's honour and our happinesse ; and if any act hath pro-

ceeded from us, so farre as our understanding could reach, and humane infirmitie

would suffer, which being duely examined according to the grounds laid by your

Majesties father, of everlasting memory, and our religious progenitours, and which

religion did forbid us to infringe, shall merit the anger and indignation wherewith wee
are so often threatned. But on the contrare, having sincerely sought the glorie of God,
the good of religion, your Majestie's honour, the censure of impietie, and of men who
had sold themselves to wickcdnesse, and the re-establishment of the right constitution

and government of this Kirk, farre from the smallest appearance of wronging any
other reformed Kirk, vre humbly beg, and certainly expect, that from the bright

bearaes of your jNIajestie's countenance shining on this your Majestie's own king-

dome and people, all our stormes shall bee changed in a comfortable calme and sweet

sunshine, and that your Majestie's ratification in the ensuing Parliament, graciously

indicted by your Majestie's proclamation to bee keeped in May, shall setle us in such

a firmnesse and stabilitie in our religion as shall adde a further lustre unto your Ma-
jestie's glorious diademe, and make us a blessed people under your Majesties long

and prosperous rcigne ; which we beseech Him who hath directed us in our affaires,

and by whom kings reigne, to grant unto your Majestie, to the admiration of all the

world, the astonishment of your enemies, and comfort of the godly.

Collected, visied, and extracted forth from the Register of the Acts of the

Assembly, by me, Mr A. Jhonston, clerk thereto, under my signe and
subscription manuall.

{S. S.) A. Jhonston, Cls. Eccl.

Edinburgh, the I2th of January 1639.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY,
HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, D339.

Sess. 8, August 17, 1639.

—

Master George Grahame his renouncing and abjuring of
Episcopacie.

The which day there was given in to the Assembly, direct from Mr George Grahame,
sometimes pretended Bishop of Orknay, an abjuration of Episcopacie, subscribed
with his hand, which was publickly read in audience of the Assemblv ; and there-
after they ordained the same to be registrat in the Assembly Books,"ar/ perpetuam
rei memoriam, wherof the tenor follows :

—

To all and sundry whom it effeirs, to whose knowledge these presents shall come,
specially to the reverend and honourable members of the fi.ture Assembly to be holdea
at Edinburgh, the twelfth day of August 1639 years, Me, Master George Graham,
some time pretended Bishop of Orknay, being sorry and grieved at my heart that I
should ever for any worldly respect have embraced the order of Episcopacie, the same
having no warrant from the Word of God, and being such an order as hath had sensi-
bly many fearfull and evill consequences in many parts of Christendome, and particu-
larly within the Kirk of f!^cotland, as by dolefuU and deplorable experience this day
is manifest, to have disclaimed, like as I, by the tenor hereof, doe altogether disclaime
and abjure all episcopall power and jurisdiction, with the whole corruptions thereof^
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condemned by lawfull Assemblies within the said Kirk of Scotland, in regard the
same is such an order as is also abjured within the said Kirk, bj' vertue of that Na-
tionall Oath which was made in the years 1580 and 1581, promising and swearing by
the great name of the Lord our God, that I shall never whiles I live, directly or in-

directly, exerce any such power within the Kirk, neither yet shall I ever approve or
allow the same, not so much as in my private or publicke discourse ; but, on the con-
trary, shall stand and adhere to all the acts and constitutions of the late Assembly
holden at Glasgow, the 21 of November 1638 last bypast, and shall concurre to the
uttermost of my power, sincerely and faithfully, as occasion shall offer, in executing
the said acts, and in advancing the work of reformation within this land, to the glory
of God, the peace of the country, and the comfort and contentment of all good Chris-

tians, as God shall be my help. In testimony of the which premisses, 1 have sub-
scribed thir presents with my hand at Breeknes in Stronnes, the eleventh day of

February, the year of God 1639 years, before thir witnesses. Master Walter Stuart,

Minister at Southronnaldsay, Master James Heynd, Minister at Kirkwall, Master
Robert Peirson, Minister at Firth, and Master Patrick Grahame, Minister at Holme,

J

my son.

Sess. 8, Au(/. 17, 1639.

—

Act containing the Causes and Remedie of the bygone Evils of\
this Kirk.

The King's Majestic having graciously declared, that it is his royall will and plea-

sure that all questions about religion and matters ccclesiasticall be determined by

'

Assemblies of the Kirk ; having also by publike proclamation indicted this free Na- \

tionall Assembly, for settling the present distraction of this Kirk, and for establishing

a perfect peace against such divisions and disorders as have been sore displeasing to

his Majestic, and grievous to all his good subjects ; and now his Majestie's Com-
missioner, John Earle of Traquair, intrusted and authorized with a full commission,
being present, and sitting in this Assembly, now fully convccned and orderly constitute

j

in all the members thereof, according to the order of this Kirk, having at large de-
clared liis Majestie's zeal to the reformed religion, and his royall care and tender
affection to this Kirk, where his Majestic had both his birth and baptisme, his great]

displeasure at the manifold distractions and divisions of this Kirk and kingdome, and
his desires to ha\e all our wounds perfectly cured with a fair and fatherly hand ; and I

although in the way approven by this Kirk, tryall hath been taken in former Assem-j
blies before from the Kirk registers, to our full satisfaction, yet the Commissioner's!
Grace making particular inquiry from the members of the Assembly, now solemnely
conveened, concerning the reall and true causes of so many and great evills as this

time past had so sore troubled the peace of this Kirk and kingdome, it was represented

to his Majestie's Commissioner by this Assembly, that beside many other, the mainej
and most materiall causes were. First, The pressing of this Kirk by the Prelates with

a Service Book, or Book of Common Prayer, without warrand or direction from the

Kirk, and containing, beside the Popish frame thereof, divers Popish errors and cerej

monies, and the seeds of manifold grosse superstitions and idolatry ; with a book on

canons, without warrand or direction from the Generall Assembly, establishing a

tyrannicall power over the Kirk in the person of Bishops, and overthrowing the whole

discipline and government of the Kirk'^by Assemblies ; with a book of consecration

and ordination, without warrand ^;of authoritie, civill or ecclesiastical!, appointing

offices in the house of God, which are not warranted by the Word of God, and re-j

pugnant to the discipline and acts of our Kirk ; and with the High Commission erectec

without the consent of the Kirk, subverting the jurisdiction and ordinary judicatories

of this Kirk, and giving to persons meerely ccclesiasticall the power of both swords,!

and to persons meerly civill the power of the keys and Kirk censures. A secondT

cause was the Articles of Perth, viz., the observation of festivall dayes, kneeling ad

the communion, confirmation, administration of the sacraments in private places,!

which are brought in by a null Assembly, and arc contrary to the Confession of Faith,!

as it was meant and subscribed anno 1580, and divers times since, and to the ordeiT

and constitutions of this Kirk. Thirdly, The changing of the government of the Kirk
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from the Assemblies of the Ku-k to the pcrsoiis of some kirkmen, usurping prioritie

and power over their brethren, by the way, and under the name of Episcopall govern-

ment, acjainst the Confession of i'aith, 1580, against the order setdowne in the Book
of PoUcy, and against the intention and constitution of this Kirk from the begining.

Fourthly, The civill places and power of kirkmen, their sitting in Session, Councell,

and Exchequer, their riding, sitting, and votmg in Parhament, and their sitting in

the Bench as Justices of Peace, which, according to the constitutions of this Kirk, are

incompatible with their spiritual sanction, lifting them up above their brethren in

worldly pomp, and do tend to the hinderance of the ministrie. Fiftly, The keeping

and authorising corrupt Assemblies at Linhthgow, 1606 and 1608, at Glasgow, 1610,

at Aberdene, 1616, at St Andrews, 1617, at Perth, 1618, which are null and unlaw-

full, as being called and constitute quite contrary to the order and constitutions of this

Kirk, received and practised ever since the reformation of religion ; and withal labor-

ing to introduce novations into this Kirk, against the order and rehgion estabhshed.

A sixth cause is the want of lawfuU and free Generall Assemblies, rightly constitute,

of Pastors, Uoctors, and Elders, yearly or oftner, pro re uuta, according to the libertie

of this Kirk, expressed in the Book of Policy, and acknowledged in the Act of Parlia-

ment, 1592. After which the whole Assembly in one heart and voyce did declare,

that these and such other, proceeding from the neglect and breach of the National!

Covenant of this Kirk and kingdome, made in anno 1580, have been indeed the true

and maine causes of all our evills and distractions. And therefore ordain, according

to the constitutions of the Generall Assemblies of this Kirk, and upon the grounds

nqwctive above specified, That the foresaid Service Book, Books of Cannons, and
( hdiuation, and the High Commission, be still rejected ; that the Articles of Perth

l)c- no more practised ; that episcopall government, and the civill places and power of

kirkmen, be holden still as unlawful! in this Kirk; that the above named pretended

Assembhcs, at Linlithgow, 1606 and 1608, at Glasgow, 1610, at Aberdene, 1616, at

St Andrews, 1617, at Perth, 1618, be hereafter accounted as null and of none etfect.

And that for the preservation of religion, and preventing all such evills in time coming,

Generall Assemblies rightly constitute, as the proper and competent judge of all

matters ecclesiasticall, heereafter be kept yearly and oftner, fro re nata, as occasion

and necessity shall require ; the necessity of these occasionall Assemblies being first

remonstrate to his Majestic by humble supphcation, as also that Kirk-Sessions, Pres-

byteries, and Synodall Assemblies, be constitute and observed according to the order

of this Kirk.

After the voycing of the act, (anent the causes of our bj'gone evills,) his Majes-

tie's Commissioner consented verbally to the said act, and promised to give

into the clerk in writ the declaration of his consent, and that he should ratifie

this act in the ensuing parliament.

Sess. 18, Aug. 26, 1639 Act approving an old Register ofthe Generall Assembly.

The whole Assembly, (upon the report made to them anent the old Register of

the Assembly gotten from Mr John Rig,) all in one voice approved the said

Register, and ordained the same to make faith in judgement and outwith, in

all time coming, as a true and authentick Register of the Kirk of Scotland,

conforme to the testimonie subscribed by the Committee, to be insert in the

Books of Assembly, whereof the tenor followeth :

—

We, under-subscribers, forsameikle as the late Generall Assembly, holden at Glas-

gow, gave power and commission to us to peruse, examine, and cognosce, upon the

validity, faith, and strength of the Books and Registers of the Assembly, particularly

set down in the commission given to us thereanent ; according whereunto we did

carefully view, peruse, and consider the saids Registers, and gave our testimony

thereof under our hands, of the validity and sufficiency of the samine to the said

Generall Assembly. And now, having a new commission given to us firom the Gene-
rall Assembly now presently conveened and sitting at Edinburgh, to peruse, examine,
and cognosce upon the validity, faith, and strength of another Register of the As-
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sembly, which was not set down and recommended to us by the said former commis-
sion, which Register beginneth at the Assembly holden at Edinburgh the sixth day
of March 1572, and endeth at the Assembly likewise holden at Edinburgh 1573, we
have carefully viewed, perused, and considered the said Register ; and being deeply
and maturely advised, as in a matter of greatest weight and consequence, do attest

before God, and upon our consciences declare to the world, and this present Assem-
bly, that the said Register above exprcst is a famous, authcntick, and good Register,

which ought to be so reputed, and have publike faith in judgement and outwith, as a
valid and true record in all things ; and finds the same to be of the same hand-writ,

and subscribed by the same clerk of the Gencrall Assembly, as divers of the said

other Registers (formerly perused by us) are. And in testimonie of our solemne af-

firmation, we have subscribed these presents with our hands, at Edinburgh, the

day of August 1639.

Act Sess. 19, August 27, 1639.-

—

Act approving the Deposition of the Ministers

by the Committees.

The Assembly, after the receiving of the whole reports from the committees ap-

pointed for revising of the processes and sentences, led, deduced, and pronounced
before, and by the severall commissions granted by the Assembly at Glasgow, all in

one voice approved the saids whole processes as orderly proceeded, and the whole

sentences pronounced thereintill as just and lawful decrees, without prejudice of any
favour that can be showne to any person or persons, against whom the said sentences

are pronounced upon their supplications, or of justice to such as complain of their

processe, and offers to reduce the same, upon whatsoever reason competent, by the

constitution of this Kirk and kingdome, before the Gcnerall Assembly, and the com-
missioners thereof, they being appointed for that effect.

Act Sess. 20, August 28, 1639.

—

Act anent receiving of deposed Ministers.

The which day the Generall Assembly, upon the report of the committees anent

these who are deposed by Synods, Doe make this generall act, recommending to the

Synods all these who are deposed before them for subscribing of the declinator, and
reading of the Service-Book, and for no other grosse cause. That upon their true

repentance and submission to the constitutions of this Kirk, and upon their purga-

tion and clearnesse from any grosse faults laid to their charge in any new processe

against them, they may be found by the Synods capable of the ministrie, when God
grants them an ordinary and lawfull calling, by admission from the Presbyterie, eithei

in the church they served in before, or in any other church.

Act Sess. 21, August 29, 1639.

—

Act anent the keeping of the Lord's Day.

The Generall Assembly recommendeth to the severall Presbyteries the executioi

of the old Acts of Assembly against the breach of the Sabbath-day, by going ol

Mylnes, Salt-Pannes, Salmond-fishing, or any such like labour; and to this enc

revives and renues the Acts of the Assembly holden at Halyrudehouse, 1602J

Sess. 5, whereof the tenor follows :

—

The Assembly, considering that the conventions of the people, specially on the

Sabbath-day, are very rare in many places, by distraction of labour, not only ii

harvest and seed-time, but also every Sabbath, by fishing both of white fish and

salmond-fishing, and in going of mylnes : Therefore, the Assembly dischargeth and

inhibiteth all such labour of fishing, as well white fish as salmond fish, and going

of mylnes of all sorts upon the Sabbath, under the pain of incurring the censures cm

the Kirk ; and ordaines the Commissioners of this Assembly to mean the same tq

his Majestic, and to desire that a pecuniall paine may be injoyncd upon the conj
traveencrs of this present act.
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Act Sess. 22, August 29, 1639, a meridie.—Articles and Overtures approved

by the Assembly.

That some Commissioners be appointed to visit and peruse the whole Acts of

Generall Assembhes, and to marke such Acts as are for the use of the Kirk in gene-

rail, to extract the same out of the registers, to the effect that after they be tryed,

they may be printed according to the old acts of the Assembly at Edinburgh,

March 7, 1574, Session 9.

The Assembly appoints the Presbyterie of Edinburgh to have a care of this ar-

ticle, and to report their diligence to the next Assembly.

That course may be taken for restraining of ])eople from passing to England to

marry, which is the occasion of great inconveniencies.

The Assembly alloweth this article, and recommends to the Parliament that

they would appoint a pecuniall summe to be payed by the contravceners.

That the acts furnishing cxpences to commissioners sent by the Presbyteries to

the Generall Assembly, and sent in commission by Generall Assemblies, may be ex-

plained ; and it be declared that all such commissioners whatsoever, by their sti-

pends may be furnished by the kirks of the Presbyterie, according to the order set

down in the act of the last Assembly, since the errand is common, and the benefit

concerneth all ; and that order may be taken, how that an expedient voluntarie

course, thought fit by the Assembly, shall, by advise of Parliament, have the force

of a law, for compelling these to pay who are stented, both for the last and this As-
sembly, and in time to come.

The Assembly allowes this article, and rcferres the same to the Parliament.

That the Session-books of every Paroche be presented once a year to the Presby-

teries, that they may be tryed by them.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

That the Act of the 38th Assembly at Edinburgh, October 24, 1578, Sess. 8, or-

daining jNIinistcrs who are deposed to be charged, under the pain of excommunica-
tion, to dimit their places, that they may be unquestionably vacand, may now be re-

newed.

The Assembly alloweth this article, and remits the same to the Parliament.

The Assembly would revive or renew all former Acts of Assembly against Papists,

and excommunicate persons, against haunters with them, and receivers of them.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

That an uniforme Calechisme may be appointed to be used throughout this whole
Kingdome, in the examinations before the communion.

The .Assembly alloweth this article.

That all ministers or intrants presented to kirks be tryed before their admission,

if they be qualified for the places to which they are jiresented, besides the ordinary

tryalis of expectants before their entrie to the ministrie.

The Assembly alloweth this article.

Sess. 23, Aug. 30, 1639.— The Supplication oftlu Generall Assembly to the King's

Majestie's Commissioner, concerning the Book called " The Large Declaration.'"

Wee, the members of this present Assembly, for our selves, and in name of the

leverall Presbyteries, Burghs, and Universities, for which we are commissioners, re-

senting the great dishonour done to God, our King, this Kirk, and whole kingdome,

jy the book called " A Large Declaration," have here represented the same to your
Grace, and have collected some amongst many of false, grosse, and absurd passages,

.hat, from the consideration thereof, your Grace perceiving the intolerable evills fore-

saids contained therein, may be pleased to represent the same to our gracious Sove-

igne, and in our behalfs humbly to beseech his Majestic, so much wronged by the

uauy foul and false relations, suggested and perswaded to him as trueths, and by
tealing the protection of his royall name and authoritie to the patrocinie of such a

ook, to be pleased first to call in the said book, and thereby to shew his dislike
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thereof; next, to give commission and warrant to cite all snch parties as are either!

knowne or suspect to have hand in it, and to appoint such as his Majestic knowes to
J

be either authors, informers, or any wayes accessarie, being natives of this kingdomeJ
to be sent hither to abyde their tryall and censure before the Judge Ordinary, and in

speciall. Master Walter Balcanquell, now Deane of Durham, who is known, and hat!

professed to be the author, at least avower and maintainor of a great part thereof;'!

that by their examplar punishment, others may be deterred from such dangerous

courses, as in such a way to raise sedition betwixt the King and his subjects, God's

honour may be vindicate from so high contempt, his Majestie's justice may appear,

not only in cutting away such malefactors, but in discouraging all such under-miners

of his throne, his loyall and loving subjects shall be infinitly contented to be cleared

before the world of so false and unjust imputations, and will live hereafter in the

greater securitie, when so dangerous a course of sedition is prevented, and so will

have the greater and greater cause to pray for his Majestie's long and pros})erous

reigne.

His Majestie's Commissioner in Councell having received the said supplication,

promised to impart the same to his Majesty, and to report his diligence therein.

The Supplication of the Assembli/ to his Majesties High Commissioner, and the Lords

of Secret Councell.

Wee, the Generall Assembly, considering, with all humble and thankfull acknow-
ledgement, the many recent favours bestowed upon us by his Majestic, and that there

restcth nothing for crowning of his Majestie's incomparable goodnesse towards us, but

that all the members of this Kirk and kingdome be joyned in one and the same Con-
fession and Covenant with God, with the King's Majestic, and amongst our selves

:

And conceiving the main lett and impediment to this so good a work, and so much
wished by all, to have been the informations made to his Majestic of our intentions

to shake off civill and dutifuU obedience due to soveraignity, and to diminish the

King's greatnesse and authoritie, and being most willing and desirous to remove this

and all such impediments which may hinder and impede so full and perfect an union,

and for clearing of our loyaltie. Wee, in our own names, and in name of all the rest

of the subjects and congregations whom we represent, do now, in all humility, repre-

sent to your Grace, his Majestie's Commissioner, and the Lords of his Majestie's

most Honourable Privie Councell, and declares before God and the world, that we
never had nor have any thought of withdrawing ourselves from that humble and
dutifull obedience to his Majestic, and to his government, which by the descent and
under the reign of ] 07 kings is most chearfully acknowledged by us and our pre-

decessors ; and that we never had nor have any intention nor desire to attempt any
thing that may tend to the dishonour of God, or the diminution of the King's great-

nesse and authoritie : But, on the contrary, acknowledging our quietnesse, stabilitie,

and happinesse to depend upon the safety of the King's Majestie's person, and main-

tenance of his greatnesse and royall authority, who is God's vicegerent set over us,

for the maintenance of religion and ministration of justice, wee have solemnly sworn,

and do sweare, not only our mutuall concurrence and assistance for the cause of re-

ligion, and to the uttermost of our power, with our means and lives, to stand to the

defence of our dread Soveraigne, his person and authority, in preservation and defence

of the true religion, liberties, and lawes of this Kirk and kingdome, but also in every

cause which may concerne his Majestie's honour, shall, according to the lawes of this

kingdome, and the dueties of good subjects, concurre with our friends and followers

in quiet manner, or in armes, as we shall be required of his Majestic, his Councell,

or any having his authority. And, therefore, being most desirous to cleare ourselves

of all imputation of this kinde, and following the laudable example of our predeces-

sors, 1589, do most humbly supplicate your Grace, his Majestie's Commissioner, and
the Lords of his Majestie's most Honourable Privie Councell, to enjoyn by act

of Councell, that this Confession and Covenant, which, as a testimony of our fidelity

to God, and loyaltie to our King, we have subscribed, be subscribed by all his Majes-

tie's subjects, of what rank and quality soever.
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The Act of the Lords of Councell at Edinburgh, Aug. 30, 1G39, containing the Answer
of the preceding Supplication.

The which day, in presence of the Lord Commissioner and the Lords of Privie

Councell, compeired personally John Earle of Rothes, James Earle of Montrose,

John Lord Lowdoun, Sir George Stirling of Keir, Knight, Sir William Douglas of

Cavers, Knight, Sir Henry Wood of Bonytoun, Knight, John Smyth, Burgesse of

Edinburgh, Mr Robert Barclay, Provest of L-wing, Mr Alexander Henderson, Mini-

ster at Edinburgh, and Mr Archbald Johnstoun, Clerk to the Generall Assembly, and
in the name of the present sitting Generall Assembly, gave in to the Lord Com-
missioner and Lords of Privie Councell the petition above written ; which being read,

heard, and considered by the saids Lords, they have ordained, and ordain the same
to be insert and registrate in the books of Privie Councell, and according to the de-

sire thereof, ordaines the said ('onfession and Covenant to be subscribed in time com-
ing by all his Majestie's subjects of this kingdome, of what ranke and quaUty soever.

The lung's lilajesfie'.'! Commissioner s Declarations.

The which day his Majestie's Commissioner and Lords of Councell, after the re-

ceiving of the supplication of the Generall Assembly, anent the subscribing of the

Covenant, having returned to the Assembly, his Majestie's Commissioner, in name
of the Councell, declared, that he had received the supplication of the Assembly,

desiring that the Covenant might receive the force of an act of Councell, to be sub-

scribed by all his Majestie's subjects, that they had found the desire so fair and rea-

sonable that they conceived themselves bound in duety to grant the same ; and there-

upon have made an act of Councell to that effect ; and that there rested now the Act
of Assembly. And that he himself was so fully satisfied, that he came now, as his

Majestie's Commissioner, to consent fully unto it ; and that he was most wilhng that

it should be enacted here in this Assembly, to oblige all his Majestie's subjects to

subscribe the said Covenant, with the Assemblie's explanation. And because there

was a third thing desired, his subscription, as the King's Commissioner, unto the Co-
venant, which he behooved to do, with a declaration in writ : and he declared as a

subject he should subscribe the Covenant as strictly as any with the Assemblie's De-
claration ; but as his Majestie's Commissioner, in his name, behooved to prefix to his

subscription the declaration following, which no Scots subjects should subscribe or

have the benefit of, no not himself as Earle of Traquair; the tenor whereof fol-

lows :

—

" Seeing this Assembly, according to the laudable form and custome heretofore kept

in the like cases, have in an humble and dutifuU way supphcate to us, his Majestie's

Commissioner, and the Lords of his Majestie's most honourable Privie Councell, that

the Covenant, with the explanation of this Assembly, might be subscribed ; and to

that effect, that all the subjects of this kingdome by act of Councell be required to doe

the same ; and that therein, for vindicating themselves from all suspitions of disloyal-

tie, or derogating from the greatnesse and authoritie of our dread soveraigne, have

[therewith added a clause, whereby this Covenant is declared one in substance with

hat which was subscribed by his Majestie's father, of blessed memory, 1580, 1581,

|l590, and oftner since renewed : Therefore, I, as his Majestie's Commissioner, for

he full satisfaction of the subjects, and for settling a perfect peace in church and
ingdome, doe, according to my foresaids declaration and subscription, subjoyned to

he act of this Assembly of the date the 17th of this instant, allow and consent that the

ovenant be subscribed throughout all this kingdome. In witnes whereof, I have
lubscribed the premisses."

Likeas his Majestie's Commissioner read and gave in the Declaration following,

of his consent to the act of the Assembly, August 17, anent the causes of our
bygone evils :

—

I, John Earle of Traquair, his Majestie's Commissioner in this present Assembly,
ioe in his Majestie's name declare, that notwithstanding of his Majestie's own inclin-

ation, and many other grave and weightie considerations, yet such is his Majestie's

F
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incomparable goodnesse, that for settling the present distractions, and giving full satis-

faction to the subject, He doth allow, likeas I, his Majestie's Commissioner, do consent

to the foresaid act, and have subscribed the premisses.

Likeas his Majestie's Commissionerread and gave in the Declaration following :

—

It is alwaj'es hereby declared by me, his Majestie's Commissioner, That the practise

of the premisses, prohibited within this Kirk and kingdome, outwith the kingdome of

Scotland, shall never bind nor infeiTe censure against the practises outwith the king-

dome. Which, when the Commissioner required to be insert in the register of the

Kirk, and the Moderator in name of the Assembly refused to give warrant for such

practise, as not agreeable with a good conscience, his Grace urged, that it should be

recorded at least that he made such a declaration, whatsoever was the Assemblie's

judgement in the contrair. And so it is to be understood to be insert here onely

recitative.

Act ordaining the Subscription of the Confession of Faith and Covenant, with the

Assemblie's Declaration.

The Generall Assembly, considering the great happinesse which may flow from a

fiill and perfect union of this Kirk and kingdome, by joyning of all in one and the

same Covenant with God, with the King's Majestic, and amongst ourselves, having

by our great oath declared the uprightnesse and loyaltie of our intentions in all our

proceedings, and having withall supplicated his Majestie's High Commissioner, and the

Lords of his Majestie's honorable Privie Councell, to injoyn by act of counccll all the

lieges in time coming to subscribe the Confession of Faith and Covenant, which, as

a testimony of our fidelity to God and loyaltie to our King, we have subscribed : And,
seeing his Majestie's High Commissioner, and the Lords of his Majestie's honourable

Privie Councell, have granted the desire of our supplication, ordaining by civill autho-

rity all his Majestie's lieges in time coming to subscribe the foresaid Covenant, that

our union may bee the more full and perfect. We, by our act and constitution eccle-

siasticall, do approove the foresaid Covenant in all the heads and clauses thereof, and
ordains of new, under all ecclesiastical censure, that all the masters of universities,,

colledges, and schoolcs, all schollers at the passing of their degrees, all persons suspeci

of Papistry or any other errour, and, finally, all the members of this Kirk and king-

dome, subscribe the same with these words prefixed to their subscription :
—" The artich

of this Covenant, which was at the first subscription referred to the determination ol

the Generall Assembly, being determined, and thereby the Five Articles of Perth/

the government of the Kirk by Bishops, the civill places and power of kirkmen, upon
the reasons and grounds contained in the acts of the Generall Assembly, declared to

be unlawfull within this Kirk, we subscribe according to the determination foresaid."

And ordains the Covenant, with this declaration, to be insert in the registers of the

Assemblies of this Kirk, Generall, Provinciall, and Presbyteriall, ud perpetuam rei

memoriam ; and in all humility supplicates his JMajestie's High Commissioner, and
the honourable Estates of Parliament, by their authority to ratifie and injoync the ,,

same, under all civill paines, which will tend to the glory of God, preservation of refll

ligion, the King's Majestie's honour, land perfect peace of this Kirk and kingdome.

a

1

i

August 30, 1639.

—

Act anent Appellations.

The Assembly appointed. That in all time hereafter no appellations should be leap-

ing over either Presbyterie or Synod, but to ascend by degrees as from the Kirk-

Session to the Presbytry, or from the Presbyterie to the Synod, and from the Synod
to the Generall Assembly, except it be after the Synod be past, and immediatly be-

fore the Generall Assembly, or in the time thereof; and renews all former acts made
to this effect.

Act anent advising with Synods and Presbyteries before determination in Novations.

The Generall Assembly, desiring that the intended reformation being recovered,
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may be established, ordains, That no novation which may disturbe the peace of the

Church and make division be suddenly proponed and enacted ; but so as the motion

be first communicate to the several! Synods, Presbyteries, and Kirks, that the matter

may be approved by all at home, and commissicmers may come well prepared, unani-

mously to conclude a solide dehberation upon these pomts in the Generall Assembly.

Act anent Ministers Catechising, and Family Exercises.

The Assembly, considering that the long-waited-for fruits of the Gospel, so merci-

fully planted and preserved in this land, and the reformation of ourselves and families,

so solemnly vowed to God of late in our Covenant, cannot take effect except the

knowledge and worship of God be caried from the pulpit to every family within each

parish, hath, therefore, appointed that every minister, besides his paines on the Lord's

day, shall have weekly catechising of some part of the paroch, and not altogether cast

over the examination of the people till a little before the communion. Also, that ia

every familie the worship of God be erected where it is not both morning and even-

ing, and that the children and servants be catechised at home by the masters of the

families, whereof account shall be taken by the minister and elders assisting him ia

the visitation of every family ; and, lest they fail, that visitation of the severall kirks be

seriously followed by every Presbyterie, for this end among others. The execution

and successe whereof, being tried by the Synods, let it be represented to the next

Generall Assembly.

Sess. 24, Aug. 30, a meridie.— The Assemllie's Supplication to the Kin^s Majestic.

Most Gracious Soveraigne,
Wee, your Majestic 's most humble and loyall subjects, the commissioners from all

the parts of this your Majesties ancient and native kingdome, and members of the

Nationall Assembly conveened at Edinburgh by your Majestie's speciall indiction, and
honoured with the presence of }'our Majestie's High Commissioner, have been wait-

ing for a day of rejoycing and of solemne thanksgiving to be rendred to God by this

whole Kirk and kingdome, for giving us a King so just and religious, that it is not

only lawfuU for us to be Christians under your Majestie's government, which some-
time hath been the greatest praise of great princes, but also that it hath pleased your
gracious Majestic to make known that it is yom- royall will and pleasure that all mat-

ters ecclesiasticall be determined in free Nationall Assemblies, and matters civill in

Parliaments, which is a most noble and ample expression of your Majestie's justice,

and we trust shall be a powerfuU mean of our common happinesse under your Ma-
jestie's most blessed reign. In the mean while, we do most humbly, upon the knees

lof our hearts, blesse your Majesty for that happinesse already begun in the late As-
sembly at Edinburgh, in the proceedings whereof, next under God, we have laboured

to approve ourselves unto your Majestie's vicegerent, as if your Majestie's eyes had
been upon us, which was the desire of our souls, and would have beene the matter of

jur full rejoycing, and doe stiU continue your Majestie's most humble supplicants for

^our Majestie's civill sanction and ratification of the constitutions of the Assembly in

Parliament ; that your Majestie's princely power, and the ecclesiasticall authority joyn-

Ing in one, the mutuall cmbracements of religion and justice, of truth and peace, may
38 seen in this land, which shall be to us as a resurrection from the dead, and shall

aake us, being not only so farre recovered, but also revived, to fill heaven and earth

vith our praises, and to pray that King Charles may be more and more blessed, and
Ihis throne estabhshed before the Lord for ever.

The Assembly appoints the next Generall Assembly to sit at Aberdene the last

uesday of July next, 1640 years ; and wameth all Presbyteries, Universities, and
arrows, to send their commissioners for keeping thesamine; and thereafter the
ssembly was concluded by giving of thanks by the Moderator, and smging of a

Dsalme, according to the custome
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THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, CONVEENED
AT ABERDENE, JULY 28, 1640.

Sess. 2, July 29, 1G40.

The Assembly having past the first day before they would make any act in attend-

ing of his Majestie's Commissioner

—

This day the Moderator openly asked in face of the Assembly, if there was any

Commissioner come from his Majestic ; and finding there was none, the Assembly
proceeded according to their liberties.

Overtures given in by the Committee appoiritcd by the last Assembly, anent the ordering of
the Assembly-House, which being read in audience of the Assembly, they approved the

tame.

I. The Assembly finds it expedient for the ordering of the house in all time coming,

that the commissioners sit together immixt, and that the places where they sit be

railed about, or some other way divided from the seats of others, and that places be

provided without the bounds of the commissioners' seats, to persons of respect who
are not commissioners, and others according to their qualities, as the magistrates of

the town shall find most convenient.

IL Also, that the commissioners having received tickets from the magistrates of the

burgh, at the delivery of their commissions, wherby they may have ready accesse to

the Assemblie-house and place appointed for them, do keep the hour of meeting pre-

cisely, and whosoever comes after the time, or shall be found absent at the calhng of

the Rols, to be censured as the Assemblie sees fitting ; and whatsoever Presbyterie,

Burgh, or Universitie, shall not send commissioners, or commissioners sent from them
doe not come at all to the Assembly, be summond unto the next Assembly, and cen-

sured as the Assembly shall find reasonable.

in. That foure persons of respect have warrant from the Assembly to injoyne that

there be no standing, no din, nor disorderly behaviour ; and if any shall disobey them
or direct his speech to any except to the Moderator, and that one at once, with leav(

first asked and given, to be rebuked publikely by the Moderator ; and if he desis

not, be removed out of the Assembly for that Session.

IV. That no motion come in unto the Assembly but by the committee appointed

for matters of that nature ; and if the committee refuse to answer the same, let it be

proponed to the Assembly, with the reasons thereof.

V. That the minutes of ilk Session be read before their rising, and if the matter

concerne the whole Kirk, let it be drawn up in forme and read in the begining of the

next ensuing Session, that the Assembly may judge whether or not it bee according

to their minde.*

Act ancnt the Demolishing of Idolatrous Monuments.

Forasmuch as the Assembly is informed, that in divers places of this kingdome,

and specially in the North parts of the same, many idolatrous monuments, erected

and made for religious worship are yet extant, such as crucifixes, images of Christ,

Mary, and saints departed, ordaines the saids monuments to be taken down, de-

molished, and destroyed, and that with all convenient diligence ; and that the care of

this work shall be incumbent to the Presbyteries and Provinciall Assemblies within

this kingdome ; and their commissioners to report their diligence herein to the next

General! Asssembly.

Act against Witches and Charmers.

The Assembly ordaines all ministers within the kingdome, carefully to take notice

of charmers, witches, and all such abusers of the people, and to urge the acts of Par-

liament to be execute against them ; and that the commissioners from the Assembly

* The above Ovcrtui-es were drawn up by Jlr Robert Baillic Ed. 1843.
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to the Parliament shall recommend to the said supreme judicatory the care of the

execution of the lawes against such persons in the most behoovefuU way.

Sess. 5, Anfj. 1, 1G40 Actfor censuring Speakers against the Covenant.

The Assembly ordaines. That such as have subscribed the Covenant and speakes

against the same, if he be a minister, shall be deprived ; and if he continue so, being

deprived, shall be excommunicate ; and if he be any other man, shall be dealt with

as perjured, and satisfie publikely for his perjury.

Sess. 10, Aug. 5, 1640.

—

Act against Expectants refusing to subscribe the Covenant.

The Assembly ordaines. That if any expectant shall refuse to subscribe the Cove-

nant, he shall be declared uncapable of a pedagogic, teaching of a school, reading at

a kirk, preaching within a Presbyterie, and shall not have libertie of residing within

a burgh, universitie, or colledge ; and if they continue obstinate to be processed.

The Generall Assembly appoints the next Assembly to be in St Andrews, the third

Tuesday of July 1641 ; and that the iloderator, in a convenient way, by the Secret

Councell or otherwise, as may best serve, request the King's Majestic to send his

Commissioner to the said Assembly. And if any exigent fall out, that the Presby-

terie of Edinburgh give advertisement for an Assembly pro re nata.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE C4ENERALL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AT
ST ANDREWS AND EDINBURGH, 1641.

Sess. 1, Juhj 20, 1641.

John Earle of Weymes, his Majestie's Commissioner, presented his Majestie's Letter

to the Assembly, whereof the tenor followeth :

—

Charles R.
Trustie and welbeloved, Wee greet you well. It is no small part of ourroyall

care and desires, that the true reformed religion, wherein by the grace of God wee
resolve to live and dye, be settled peaceably in that our ancient and native kingdome
of Scotland, and that the same be truly taught, and universally received and professed

3y our subjects there of all degrees. For preventing of all division and trouble here-

after, wee did intend in our own royall person to have been present at this Assembly,
3ut conceiving it to be unfitting to detaine the ministers from their particular charges

till the time of our coming to the Parliament, we have resolved to make knowne
mito 3'ou by these, and by our Commissioner, that in the approching Parliament it

is our intention, by our authority to ratifie and confirm the Constitutions of the late

Assembly at Edinburgh, that they may be obeyed by all our subjects living in that

our kingdome ; and that we will take into our royall consideration by what meanes
the churches belonging to our presentation, when any of them shall happen to vaik,

may be best provided with well qualified preachers : Like as we are not unwilling

to grant presentations unto such as in these times of trouble have entred into the

ministerie, providing they have been examined by the Presbyteries, and approved by
them. Because we want not our own feares of the decay of learning in that Church
and kingdome, we intend also to consider of the best meanes for helping the schooles

and colledges of learning, especially of divinity, that there may be such a number of
preachers there, as that each parish having a minister, and the Gospel being preached
in the most remote parts of the kingdome, all our subjects may taste of our care in

that kinde, and have more and more cause to blesse God that we arc set over them.
And, finally, so tender is our care, that it shall not be our fault if the churches and
colledges there flourish not in learning and religion ; for which royall testimonie of our
goodnesse, we require nothing upon your part but that which God hath bound you
unto, even that j'ou be faithfull in the charge committed unto you, and care for the

soules of the people ; that you study peace and unity amongst yourselves and amongst
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the people, against all schisme and faction ; and that you not only pray for us, but

that you teach the people, which we trust are not unwilling to pay that honour and
obedience which they owe unto us, as his Vicegerent set over them for their good

;

wherein we expect you will by your example goe before them. Which hoping you
will doc, wee bid you farewell. From our Court at Whitehall, the 10th day ofJuly 1641.

Sess. 3, Jtdi/ 28, 1641.

—

Act approvincj the Overtures of the Assembly at Aberdene^ for
ordering the Assembly-House.

The overtures for ordering the Assembly-house, given in to and approved by the

Assembly of Aberdene, the 29th July 1640, Act Sess. 2, were openly read, and again

approved by this Assembly, and ordained to be kept the whole time thereof.

Sess. 5, July 30, 1641.

—

Act anent old Ministers bruikiny their Benefices.

The Assembly having considered the supplication given in by Doctor Robert
Howie, Provest of the New Colledge of St Andrews, whereby he craved that (not-

withstanding of his dismission of his charge) he should not be prejudged of his full

provision and maintenance during his life time, tlie Assembly thinks it fit and
necessary that his provision and maintenance should not be diminished, but that he

should injoy the same fully, as of before, during all the daycs of his lifetime, and
craveth his dismission to be only but a cessation from his charge, because of his age

and inability ; and dechires that old ministers and professors of divinity shall not, by
their cessation from their charge through age and inabihlie, be put from injoying

their old maintenance and dignity. And recommends this and others the like things,

concerning the estate of that Universitie of St Andrews, to the Parliament, and the

visitation to be appointed from the Assembly and Parliament. And likewise, the As-I
sembly being informed that the said Doctor Howie hath been very painfull in hial

charge, and that he hath divers papers which would be very profitable for the]

Kirk, therefore, they think fit that the said Doctor Howie be desired to collect these

papers which doeth conceme and may be profitable for the use of the Kirk, that the

samine mav be showne to the visitors of the said Universitie.

Sess. 8, August 2, 1641, « meridie.—Act against sudden receiving Blinisters deposed.

The Assembly ordaincs. That ministers who are deposed either by Presbyteries,!

Synods, or Gcnerall Assemblies, or committees from Assemblies, for the publike cause

of the reformation and order of this Kirk, shall not be suddenly received againe to

the ministerie, till they first evidence their repentance both before the Presbyterie and

Synod within the bounds where they were deposed, and thereafter the samine re-!

ported to the next ensuing Generall Assembly.

Sess. 9, August 3, 1641.

The Overtures underwritten, concerning the Universities and Colledges of this king-l

dome, to be represented by the Generall Assembly to the King's Majesty ano

Parliament, being openly read, the Assembly approved the saids Overtures, and

ordained them to be recommended to the Parliament.

First, Because the good estate both of the Kirk and Commonwealth dependeth

mainly upon the flourishing of Universities and Colledges, as the seminaries of bothJ

which cannot be expected unlesse the poore meanes which they have be helped, and
sufficient revenues be provided for them, and the same well imployed : ThereforeJ

that out of the rents of prelacies, c(jllegiat or chapter-kirks, or such like, a sufficieni

maintenance be provided for a competent number of professors, teachers, and burser

in all faculties, and especially in divinitie, and for upholding, repairing, and enlarg

ing the fabrick of the colledges, furnishing libraries, and suchlike good uses, in everv

universitie and colledge.
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II. Next, for keeping of good order, preveening and removing of abuses, and pro-

moving of pietie and learning, it is very needful! and expedient that there be a cora-

munion and correspondencie kept betwixt all the universities and coUedges ; and,

therefore, that it be ordained that there be a meeting once every year, at such times

and places as shall be agreed upon, of commissioners from every university and col-

ledge, to consult and determine upon the common affairs, and whatsoever may con-

cerne them, for the ends above specified, and who also, or some of their number, may
represent what shall be needfuU and expedient for the same effect to Parliaments and

Generall Assemblies.

III. Item, That speciall care be had that the places of the professors, especially of

professors of divinity, in every university and colledge, be filled with the ablest men,

and best affected to the Reformation and order of this Kirk.

Sess. 10, August 4, 1641.

—

Act against Impietie and Schisme,

The Assembly, seriously considering the present case and condition of this Kirk
and Kingdom, what great things the Lord hath done for us, especially' since the re-

newing of our Covenant, notwithstanding our former backsliding and desertion ; and

if we shall either become remisse in the duties of piety, or shall not constantly hold

and keep our religion, unto which we have bound our selves so straith' and solemnly,

what dishonour we doe unto the name of God before men, who have their eyes upon
us, and how great judgements we bring upon ourselves : Upon these and the hke
considerations, the Assembly doth finde it most necessary to stirre up themselves,

and to provoke all others, both ministers and people, of all degrees, not only to the re-

ligious exercise of publike worship in the congregation, and of private worship in

their families, and of every one by themselves apart, but also to the duties of mutuall

edification, by instruction, admonition, exhorting one another to forwardnesse in reli-

gion, and comforting one another in whatsoever distresse ; and that in all their meet-

ings, whether in the way of civill conversation, or by reason of their particular callings,

or any other occasion offered by divine providence, no coiTupt communication pro-

ceed out of their mouth, but that which is good, to the use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto the hearers : And because the best means have been, and may
still be despised or abused, and particularly the duetie of mutuall edification, which
hath been so little in use, and so few know how to practise in the right manner, may
be, upon the one part, subject to the mocking of ungodly and worldly men, who can-

not endure that in others which they are not willing to practise themselves, and,

upon the other part, to many errors and abuses, to which the godly through their

weaknes may fall, or by craftinesse of others may be drawn into, such as are error,

heresie, schisme, scandal!, self-conceit, and despising of others, pressing above the

common calling of Christians, and usuqjing that which is proper to the pastoral voca-

tion, contempt or misregard of the publike means, idle and unprofitable questions,

which edifie not, uncharitable censurings, neglect of duties in particular callings,

businesse in other men's matters and callings, and many such others, in doctrine,

charity, and manners, which have dolefully rent the bowels of other kirks, to the

great prejudice of the Gospel.

Therefore, the Assembly, moved with the zeal of God against all abuses and cor-

ruptions, and according to their manifold obligations, most earnestly desiring and
thirsting to promove the work of Reformation, and to have the comfort and power of

true godlinesse sensible to every soul, and religion to be universally practised in

every family, and by every person, at all occasions, doth charge all the ministers and
members of this Kirk whom they doe represent, that according to their severall places

and vocations, they endeavour to suppresse all impiety and mocking of religious

exercises, especially of such as put foule aspersions, and factious or odious names upon
the godly. And, upon the other part, that in the fear of God they be aware and
spiritually wise, that under the name and pretext of religious exercises, otherwayes
lawfull and necessary, they fall not into the foresaid abuses ; especially, that they
eschew all meetings which are apt to breed error, scandal!, schisme, neglect of dueties

and particular callings, and such other evills as are the works not of the Spirit but of
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the flesh, and are contrary to truth and peace ; and that the Presbyteries and Synods
have a care to take order with such as transgresse the one way or the other.

Sess. 14, August 6, 1641, a rncridie.—Act anent Novations.

Since it hath pleased God to vouchsafe us the libertie ofyearly General! Assembhes, ,

It is ordained, according to the Acts of the Assembly at Edinburgh, 1639, and at I
Aberdene, 1640, that no novation in doctrine, worship, or government, be brought in

or practised in this Kirk, unlesse it be first propounded, examined, and allowed in the

Generall Assembly ; and that transgressors in this kinde be censured by Presbyteries

and Synods.

Act Sess. 15, August 7, 1641.

—

Overtures anent Bursars and Expectants.

The Overtures underwritten, being openly read in audience of the Assembly,

were approved, and declared by them to be Acts of the Assembly in all time

coming to be observed respective, as the samine bears.

I. The Assembly thinks meet, for maintaining of bursars of divinitie, that every Prcs-

byterie that consists of twelve ministers shall maintain a bursar ; and where the num-
ber is fewer nor twelve, shall be joyned with these out of another Presbyterie where

their number exceeds. Where this course is not already kept it is to be begun with-

out longer delay ; and every Provinciall is ordained to give an accompt of their number
of bursars that is constantly to be entertained by their province, at the next ensuing

Generall Assembly.

II. No expectant shall be permitted to preach in publike before a congregation till first

he be tryed after the same manner, howbeit not altogether with tliat accuracie which

is injoyned by the act of the Assembly at Glasgow, 1638, which prescribes the order

'

and manner of tryall that is to be kept with these who are to be admitted to the holy

ministrie ; and none so tryed shall preach in publike without the bounds of the Uni-
versity or Presbyterie where he past his tryalls, till he first make it known to the

'

other Presbyteries where he desires to be heard, by a testimoniall from the Universitie

or Presbjterie where he lived, that he hath been of an honest conversation, and past!

his tryalls conform to the order here prescribed : Which being done in the meeting

of the Province or Presbyterie where he desires to be heard, he is to be allowed bj

them to preach within the bounds of that Province or Pi-esbyterie, without any fur-j

ther tryall to be taken of him.

III. Expectants being educate in acoUedge that was corrupt, or under a corrupt mi-J

nister, if they themselves have been known to have been tainted with error, or opposite

to our Covenant and the blessed work of Reformation within this Kirk, the same

order is to be kept in admitting them to the holy ministry, or to any place in the

colledges or schooles of this kingdome, that vras ordained to be kept in admission ol

these ministers who fled out of the countrey, and shew themselves opposite to oun

Covenant and Reformation.

Act Sess. 17, August 9, 1G41.

—

Act against unlaiofull Bands.

The Assembly, taking to their consideration the question proponed unto ther

concerning the Band, the copy whereof was presented before them from the ParliaJ

ment, doth And and declare, that Bands of this and the like nature may not law-j

fully be made. By which declaration the Assembly doth not intend to bring anj
censure for what is past, and by the wisedome and care of the Committee of the Par4
liament is taken away, upon any person, who being required by the Moderator ano
the Clerk, shall, under his hand, declare before them. That as the Assembly doth finde"

that the subscribers are not astricted by their oath to the tenor of the said Band, so

he findeth himself not to be astricted by his oath to the tenor thereof; but the in-i

tention of the Assembly is meerly to prevent the like in time coming.
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Sess. 18, August 9, 1641, d meridie.—A Letterfrom some Ministers in England
to the Assemblie.

Right Reverend and dear Brethren, now conveened in this Generall Assembly
Wee most heartily salute you in the Lord, rejoycing with you in his unspeakable

goodnesse, so miraculously prospering your late endeavours, both for the restoring

and settling of your own liberties and priviledges, in Church and common wealth,

(which we heare and hope he is now about to accomplish,) as also for the occasion-

ing and advancing of the worke of reformation among ourselves ; for which, as we
daily blesse the highest Lord, sole Author of all our good, so doe we acknowledge

yourselves worthy instruments thereof. And for that (besides all other respects)

doe, and ever shall, (by the help of God,) hold you deare unto us, as our own bowels,

and our selves obliged to render unto you all due correspondence according to our

power, upon all good occasions.

And now, (deare Brethren,) forasmuch as the Church of Christ is but one body,

each part whereof cannot but partake in the weale and woe of the whole, and of

each other part ; and these Churches of England and Scotland may seem both to

be imbarqued in the same bottome, to sink and swim together, and are so near con-

joyned by many strong tyes, not only as fellow-members under the same Head
Christ, and felow-subjects under the same King; but also by such neighbourhood

and vicinity of place, that if any evill shall much infest the one, the other cannot

bee altogether free ; or if for the present it should, jet in processe of time it would
sensibly suffer also. And forasmuch as evills are better remedied in their first be-

gining then after they have once taken deep root ; therefore, we, whose names are

[here under-written, m the behalf of our selves, and of many others. Ministers of the

Church of England, are bold to commend to your consideration (being met together

in this venerable Assembly) a difference of great concernment, which you may please

(in brief) thus to understand. Almighty God havuig now, of his infinite goodnesse,

raised up our hopes of removing the yoke of Episcopacie, (under which we have so

ong groaned,) sundry other forms of Church-government are by sundry sorts of men
irojected to be set up in the roome thereof ; one of which, (amongst others,) is of

lome Brethren that hold the whole power of Church-government, and all acts there-

nto appertaining, (as election, ordination, and deposition of officers, with admis-

I, excommunication, and absolution of members,) are, by Divine ordinance, in

"oro externa, to be decreed by the most voyces, in and of every particular congre-

;ation, which (say they) is the utmost bound of a particular Church, endued with

lOwer of government, and only some formalities of solemne execution to be reserved

\q the officers, (as servants of the saids Church,) if they have any, or if none, then

to be performed by some other members, not in office, whom the said Church shall

ippoint thereunto : And that every of the said particular congregations (whether

hey consist of few or many members, and be furnished with officers or not) law-

uUy may and ought to transact, determine, and execute all matters pertaining to

he government of themselves, amongst and within themselves, without any authori-

ative (though not consulatory) concmTence or interposition of any other persons or

;hurches whatsoever, condemning all imperative and decisive power of classes, or

lompound Presbyteries and Synods, as a meere usurpation. Now, because we con-

;eive that your judgment in this case may conduce much, by the blessing of God,
10 the settling of this question amongst us ; therefore, we doe earnestly intreat the

lame at your hands, and that so much the rather, because we sometimes hear from

hose of the aforesaid judgment, that some famous and eminent brethren, even
imongst your selves, doe somewhat encline unto an approbation of that way of go-

'emment. Thus huuibly craving pardon for our boldnesse, leaving the matter to

our grave considerations, and expecting answer at your convenient leasure, we com-
ait you, and the successe of this your meeting, to the blessing of the Almighty,
n whom we shall ever remain.

Your faithfuU Brethren, to sen'e you in all offices of love.

London, Jidy 12, 1641.
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The Assemblies Ansicer to the English Ministers^ Letter.*

Right Reverend and dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord and common
Saviour Jesus Christ,

Wee, the IMinisters and Elders met together in this Nationall Assembly, were not

a little refreshed and comforted by the good report which we heard of you, and

others of our Brethren of the Kirk of England, by some of our IMinisters, who, by

the good providence of our Lord, had seen your faces, and conversed with you.

But now yet more comforted by your letters which we received, and which were

read in the face of the Assembly, witnessing your Christian love, and rejoycing with

us in God, for his great and wonderfuU work in the reformation of this Kirk, and

in the beginning of a blessed reformation amongst your selves, and that you are so

sensible of your communion and fellowship with us, and to desire to know our

minde and judgement of that which some Brethren amongst you hold concernino

Kirk-government.

We doc with our hearts acknowledge and wonder at the great and unspeakable

wysedome, mercie, and power of our God, in restoring unto us the truth and puritie

of rehgion, after many backslidings and defection of some in this Kirk, and desire

not only to confesse the same before the world, and all other Christian kirkes, but

also doe pray for grace to walk worthy of so wonderfull a love ; we have been

helped by your prayers, in our weak endeavours, and you have mourned with us

(we know) in the dayes of our mourning ; and therefore is it that j'ou doe now
rejoyce and praise God with us. Neither are we out of hope, but the same God
shall speedily perfect that which he hath begun amongst you, that your joy may be

full ; which is the desire of our soule, and for which we doe now pray, and in our

severall congregations will be instant at the throne of grace, for this and all other

spirituall and temporall blessings upon the Kirk and kingdome of England, by name,

expecting the hke performance of mutuall love from you, and others cquallj

minded with you, for your parts, till a common consent may be obtained, even that

you will recommend the Kirk of Scotland by name in your prayers to God. Thus

shall we be as one people, mourning and rejoycing, praying and praising together
\

which may be one meane of the preservation of unity, and of many other blessing

to us both.

We have learned by long experience, ever since the time of Reformation, and

specially after the two kingdomes have been (in the great goodnesse of God td

both) united under one Head and Monarch, but most of all of late, which is not unJ

known to you, what danger and contagion in matters of Kirk-government, of divine

worship, and of doctrine, may come from the one Kirk to the other, which, beside

all other reasons, make us to pray to God, and to desire you, and all that love the

honour of Christ, and the peace of these Kirks and kingdomes, heartily to endea

vour, that there might be in both Kirks one Confession, one Directory for publikd

worship, one Catechisme, and one Forme of Kirk-government. And if the Lord

who hath done great things for us, shall be pleased to hearken unto our desiresl

and to accept of our endeavours, we shall not only have a sure foundation for

durable peace, but shall be strong in God, against the rising or spreading of heresid

and schisme amongst our selves, and of invasion from forraine enemies.

Concerning the different formes of Kirk-government, projected by sundrie sor

of men, to be set up in place of Episcopall hierarchic, which we trust is broughi

near unto its period, we must confesse, that we are not a little grieved that anjT

godly ministers and brethren should be found, who doe not agree with other re

formed Kirks in the point of government, as well as in the matter of doctrine and

worship ; and that we want not our own feares, that where the hedge of Disciplind

and Government is different, the doctrine and worship shall not long continue the

same without change : yet doc not marvel much, that particular Kirks and Congre-

gations which live in such places, as that they can conveniently have no dependencie

upon superioiu: Assemblies, should stand for a kind of independencie and suprema-

' This Letter was written bj Mr Alexander Henderson.

—

Ed. 1843.

I
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cie in themselves, they not considering that in a nation or kingdome, professing the

same religion, the government of the Kirk by compound Presbyteries and Synods

is a help and strength, and not a hinderance or prejudice, to particular Congrega-

tions and Elderships, in all the parts of Kirk-government ; and that Presbyteries

and Synods are not an cxtrinsecall power set over particular Kirks, like unto Epis-

copall dominion, they being no more to be reputed cxtrinsecall unto the particular

Kirks, nor the power of a Parliament, or Convention of Estates, where the shires

and cities have their own delegates, is to be held cxtrinsecall to any particular shire

or city.

Our unanimous judgement and uniforme practice is, that, according to the order

of the reformed Kirks, and the ordinance of God in his Word, not onely the solemne

execution of Ecclesiasticall power and authoritie, but the whole acts and exercise

thereof, do properly belong unto the officers of the Kirk ; yet so that in matters of

chiefest importance, the tacite consent of the congregation be had, before their de-

crees and sentences receive finall execution, and that the officers of a particular con-

gregation may not exercise this power independently, but with subordination unto

greater Presbyteries and Synods, Provinciall and Nationall ; which, as they are re-

presentative of the particular Kirks conjoyned together in one under their govern-

ment ; so their determination, when they proceed orderly, whether in causes common
to all or many of the Kirks, or in causes brought before them by appellations or

references from the inferiour, in the case of aberation of the inferiour, is to the

severall congregations authoritative and obligatorie, and not consultatory only. And
this dependencie and subordination we conceive not only to be warranted by the

light of nature, which doth direct the Kirk in such things as are common to other

societies, or to be a prudentiall way for reformation, and for the preservation of

truth and peace, against schisme, heresie, and tyranny, which is the sweet fruits of

this government wheresoever it hath place, and which we have found in ancient and
late experience, but also to be grounded upon the Word of God, and to be conforme

to the paterne of the Primitive and Apostolical! Kirks ; and without which, neither

could the Kirks in this kingdome have been reformed, nor were we able for any
time to preserve truth and unity amongst us.

In this forme of Kirk-government, our unanimity and harmony, by the mercy of

God, is so full and perfect, that all the members of this Assembly have declared

themselves to be of one heart, and of one soule, and to be no lesse perswaded
that it is of God, then that Episcopall government is of men ; resolving, by the

grace of God, to hold the same constantly all the dayes of our life, and heartily wish-

ing that God would blesse all the Christian Kirks, especially the famous Kirk of

England, unto which in all other respects we are so nearly joyned with this divine

forme of government. Thus having briefly and plainly given our judgement for

lyour satisfaction, and desiring and hoping that ye will beleeve against all mis-re-

ports, that we know not so much as one man, more or lesse eminent amongst us,

f a different judgement, we commend you unto the riches of the grace of Christ,

who will perfect that which he hath begun amongst you, to your unspeakable com-
fort. Subscribed by our Moderator and Clerk.

Edinburgh, August 9, 1641.

The Assemblies Answer to the King's Majcstie^s Letter*

Most gracious Soveraign,

I

Beside the conscience of that duetie which we owe to supreme authority, we are

not only encouraged, but confirmed by the royall favour and princely munificence,

expressed in your gracious Majestie's letters, which filled our hearts with joy, and
)ur mouths with praise, to offigr up our prayers with the greater fervencie to God

^ \lmightie for your Majestie's happinesse, our selves for our own parts, and for the
vhole Kirks of this your Majestie's kingdome, which we doe represent, to serve

rour Majestic in all humble obedience, our faithfull labours for preserving trueth
ind peace amongst all your Majestie's subjects, and our example (according to your

* This Answer was drawn up by Mr Alexander Henderson Ed. 1843.
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Majestie's just commandments laid upon us) to be a presedent to others in paying

that honour, which by all lawes, divine and humane, is due unto your sacred Ma-
jestie, being confident that your Majestic shall finde at your coming hither much
more satisfaction and content then can be expressed by

Your Majestie's most humble subjects and faithful servants, the Ministers and
Elders, met together in the venerable Assembly at St Andrews, July 20,

and Edinburgh, July 27, 1641.

Act anent the Kirk of Campheir.

The which day a motion was made in the Assembly, that it seemed expedient

for correspondencie that might be had from forraigne parts, for the weal of this

Kirk, that the Scots Kirk at Campheir were joyned to the Kirk of Scotland, as a

member thereof: which being seriously thought upon and considered by the As-
sembly, they approved the motion, and ordained Mr Robert Baillie, Minister at

Cilwinning, to write to Mi' William Spang, Minister at Campheir, and Kirk-Session

thereof, willing them to send their minister, and a ruling elder, instructed with a

commission to the next Generall Assembly to be holdcn at St Anckevvs, the last

Wednesday of July 1642, at which time they should be inrolied in the books of the

Generall Assembly, as Commissioners of the Generall Assembly of Scotland from

the Scots Kirk at Campheir.

The Assembly appoints the next Generall Assembly to be holden at St Andrews,

.

the last Wednesday of July next, 1642.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, CONVEENE]
AT ST ANDREWS. JULY 27, 1642.

Act Sess. 1, Julu 27, 1G42.

The King's Letter to the Generall Assembly, presented by his Majestie's Commis-j

sioner, the Earle of Dumfermling, July 27, 1642.

Charles R.

In the midst of our great and weighty affaires of our other kingdoms, which God
Almighty, who is privie to our intentions, and in whom we trust, will, in his own
time, bring to a wished and peaceable conclusion, we are not unmindfuU of that duetie

which we owe to that our ancient and native kingdome, and to the Kirks there

now met together by their Commissioners in a Nationall Assembly. God, whosd
vicegerent we are, hath made us a king over divers kingdomes, and we have no

other desire nor designe but to govern them by their own lawes, and the kirks ill

them by their own Canons and constitutions. Where any thing is found to bd

amisse, we will endeavour a reformation in a fair and orderly way ; and where a re.*

formation is settled, we resolve, with that authoritie wherewith God hath vested us,

to maintain and defend it in peace and libertie, against all trouble that can come
from without, and against all heresies, sects, and schismes which may arise from

within, nor do we desire any thing more in that kingdom, (and when we shall hear

of it, it shall be a delight and matter of gladnesse unto us,) then that the Gospel be

faithfully preached throughout the whole kingdom, to the outmost skirts and borders

thereof; knowing that to be the mean of honour to God, of happinesse to the

people, and of true obedience to us. And for this effect, that holy and able men
be put in places of the mini&tery, and that schooles and colledges may flourish in

learning and true pietie. Some things for advancing of those ends we did of our own
accord promise in our letters to the last Assembly, and we make your selves judges,

who were witnesses to our actions, while we were there in person, whether we did

not perform them both in the point of presentations which are in our hands, and in

the Eberall provision of all the universities and colledges of the kingdome, not only
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above that which any of our progenitors had done before us, but also above your
owne hopes and expectation. We doe not make commemoration of this our bene-

ficence, either to please our selves, or to .stop the influence of our royall goodnesse

and bountie for afterward, but that, by these reall demonstrations of our unfained

desires and delight to do good, you may be the more confident to expect from us

whatsoever in justice we can grant, or what may be expedient for you to obtaine.

We have given expresse charge to our Commissioner to see that all things be done
there orderly and peaceably, as if we were present in our own person ; not doubting

but in thankfulnesse for your present estate and condition, you will abstaine from

every thing that may make any new disturbance, and that you will be more wise

then to be the enemies of your own peace, which would but stumble others, and
ruine your selves. We have also commanded our Commissioner to receive from you
your just and reasonable desires, for what may further serve for the good of religion,

that, taking them to our consideration, we may omit nothing which may witnesse us

to be indeed a nursing father of that Kirk, wherein we were born and baptized,

and that if ye be not happy, you may blame not us, but your selves. And now what
doe we again require of you, but that which otherwise you owe to us as your sove-

raigne Lord and King, even that ye pray for our prosperitie and the peace of our

kingdomes, that ye use the best meanes to keep our people in obedience to us and
our lawes, which doth very much in our personall absence from that our kingdome
depend upon your preaching, and your owne examplary loyaltie and faithfulnesse,

and that against all such jealousies, suspitions, and sinister rumors, as are too fre-

quent in these times, and have been often falsified in time past, by the reality of the

contrary events
; ye judge us and our professions by our actions, which we trust,

through God, in despight of malice, shall ever go on in a constant way for the good
of religion, and the weal of our people, which is the chiefest of our intentions and
desires. And thus we bid you farewell. Given at our Court at Leicester, the

23d of July 1642.

To our trusty and wel beloved the Generall Assembly in our Kingdom of Scot-

land, couveened at St Andrews.

Act Sess. 3, July 29, IQ42.—Act for bringing in of the Synode Books yeerly to the

Generall Assemblies.

The Moderator calling to minde that which was forgotten in the preceeding Ses-

sions, the examination of the Provinciall books, caused call the roll of the Provinciall

Assemblies, and the Assembly finding very few provinces to have sent their books to

this Assembly, notwithstanding of the ordinance of the former Assembly thereanent,

for the more exact obedience of that ordinance hereafter, the Assembly in one voyce
ordaines, That the l)ooks of every Provinciall Assembly shall be brought and pro-

duced to every Generall Assembly ; and that this may be performed, ordaines that

every Clerk of the Provincialls either bring or send the said books yearly to the

Generall Assemblies, by the commissioners sent to the Assemblies fi'om these Pres-

byteries where the clerks reside. Which charge the Assembly also layes upon the

said Commissioners, sent from the saids Presbyteries where the clerks reside, ay and
whill some meanes be provided, whereby the clerk's charges may be sustained for

coming with the saids books themselves ; and that under the pain of deprivation of

the clerk in case of his neglect, and of such censure of the saids commissioners, in

case of their neglect, as the Assembly shall think convenient.

I Act Sess. 5, Aug. 1, 1642 Act anent the choosing of Kirk Sessions.

Anent the question moved to the Assembly, concerning the election of Kirk Ses-

sions, the Assembly ordaines the old Session to L-lect the new Session, both in burgh
and land. And that if any place shall vaik in the Session chosen, by death or other-

wise, the present Session shall have the election of the person to fill the vacand
roome.
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Sess. 6, Aug. 2, 1642.— The Report of the Interpretation of the Act at Edbiburgh,

ancnt Tnjall of Ministers.

The meaning of the foresaid act is, not 'that an actual! minister to be transported

shal be tried again by the tryals appointed for trying of expectants at their entry to

the Ministery, according to the acts of the Kirk ; but only that he bringing a testimo-

niall of his former tryalls, and of his abilities and conversation, from the Presbyterie

from whence he comes, and giving such satisfaction to the parochiners Presbyterie

whereto he comes in preaching, as the Presbyterie finds his gifts fit and answerable

for the condition and disposition of the congregation whereto he is presented. Be-

cause, according to the Act of the Assembly, 1596, renewed at Glasgow, some that

are meet for the ministery in some places are not meet for all ahke ; and universities,

towns, and burghs, and p"laccs of noblemen's residence, or frequencie of Papists, and

other great and eminent congregations, and in sundry other cases, require men of

greater abilities, nor will be required necessarily in the planting of all private small

paroches, the leaving of the consideration of these cases unto the judgement and con-

sideration of the Presbyterie was the only intention of the act.

The Assembly approves the meaning and interpretation foresaid ; and appoints

the said Act, according to this interpretation, to stand in force, and to have

the strength of an Act and Ordinance of Assembly in all time coming.

Act Sess. 7, Aug. 3, 1642 Act anent the Order for making Lists to his Majestic, ana

other Patrons, for Presentations ; the Order of Tryal of Expectants, andfor trying tkt

quality of Kirks.

Forsameikle as his Majestic was graciously pleased, in his answer to the petition

tendrcd by the Commissioners of the late Assembly to his Majestic, to declare and

promise, for the better providing of vaiking kirks at his Majcstie's presentation with

qualified ministers, to present one out of a list of six persons, sent to his Majestie

from the Presbyteries wherein the vaiking kirk lyeth, as his Majestie's Declaration,

signed with his royal hand at White-hall, the 3 of January last, registrate in the books

of Assembly this day, at length beares. And suchlike, whereas the Lords of Ex-

chequer, upon a petition presented to them by the Commissioners of the Generall

Assembly, and the Procurator and Agent for the Kirk representing two prejudices;

one, thai gifts obtained from his Majestie of patronages of Kirks at his presentation,

were passing the Exchequer, without the qualification and provision of a list, where-

with his Majestie was pleased to restrict himself; and the other, that some were seek-

ing gifts of patronage of Bishop-Kirks, which are declared to belong to Presbyteries

to he planted by two acts of the late Parliament : The saids Lords have ordained thai

no signator, containing gifts of patronages from his Majestie, shall passe hereafter

but with a speciall provision that the same shall be lyable to the tenor of his Majes

tie's said declaration ; ordaining also the Procurator and Agent of the Kirk to b(

advertised, and to have place to see all signators whatsoever, containing any patron

age, to the effect they may represent the interest of the Kirk therein ; as the sai(

act, of the date the 27th of June last, registrate also in the books of Assembb

this day, at length beares. Therefore, that the saids kirks which now are, or whici

were at his Majestie's presentation the said third day of January last, may be th<

better provided with able ministers when the samine shall vaik, The Assembl;

ordaines, that hereafter every Presbyterie shall give up yearly a roll of the ables

of their expectants to their Synods, and that the Synods select out of these rolls

such persons whom they, in certain knowledge, judge most fit for the ministrie, and

worthiest of the first place, with power to the Synods to adde or alter these rolls

given by the Presbyteries as they thinke reasonable ; and that the Synods shall

send the rolls, made by them in this manner, to the next Generall Assembly, who

shall also examine the rolls of the Synods, and adde or alter the same as shall be

thought expedient. Which roll made by the Generall Assembly shall be sent to every

Presbyterie, and that the Presbyterie, with consent of the most or best part of the

congregation, shall make a list of six persons willing to accept of the presentation out
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of that roll of the Assembly, upon every occasion of vacation of any kirk within their

bounds, and shall send the samine, together with a blank presentation, the which (if

his Majesty be patron to the vacant kirk) shall be sent by the said procurator and agent

to such as the Commissioners of the Generall Assembly, or in their absence the Pres-

byterie of Edinburgh, shall direct and think at that time most able and willing to

obtain the presentation, to be signed and filled up by his Majestie's choise of one of

the list. And if the vacant kirk be of a patronage disponed by his Majesty since the

3d of January, in that case, either the Presbyteries themselves shall send a list of six

persons in maner aforesaid, with a blank presentation to the patron, to be filled up

by his choise, and subscribed, or send the samine to the saids officers of the kirk,

to be conveyed by them to the patron of the vaiking kirk, as the Presbyterie

shall think most expedient. It is alwayes declared, that this order shall be with-

out prejudice to the Presbyteries, with consent foresaid, to put actuall ministers

upon the said list of six persons, to be sent to the patron of the said vaiking

kirks, if they please. And, least that the nomination of expectants by Presby-

teries, Synods, or Assemblies, in their rolls or lists foresaid, be misinterpreted, as

though the expectants, nominated in these rolls and lists, were thereby holden and
acknowledged to be qualified, which is not the intention of the Assembly, who rather

think, that in respect of this order, there should be a more exact tryall of expectants

then before : Therefore, the Assembly ordaines, That no expectants shall be put on
the rolls or lists above mentioned but such as have been upon the publike exercise,

at the least by the space of half a year, or longer, as the Presbyterie shall finde ne-

cessary. And suchlike ordaines, That hereafter none be admitted to the publike

exercise before they be tryed, according to the tryall appointed for expectants at their

entrie to the Ministerie in the late Assembly at Glasgow, in the 24th Article of the

Act of the 23d Session thereof, which tryall the Assembly appoints to be taken of

every expectant before his admission to the publike exercise. And suchlike ordaines,

1'
That the samine tryall shall be again taken immediatly before their admission to the

ministerie, together with their tryall mentioned in the advice of some brethren de-

puted for penning the corruptions of the ministery, approven in the said act of the

Generall Assembly at Glasgow. And because that kirks of the patronages foresaids

will vaik before the rolls and lists be made up by the Presbyteries, Synods, and Ge-
nerall Assemblies, in manner foresaid : Therefore, in the interim, the Assembly or-

dains the commissioners of every Presbyterie here present to give in a list of the ablest

expectants vFithin their bounds the morn to the Clerk of the Assembly, that the As-
sembly may out of these rolls make a list to be sent to every Presbyterie, out of which
the Presbyteries shall make a list of six persons, with consent foresaid, and send the

amine, upon vacancie of any church within their bounds, together with a presenta-

ion to his Majestic, or any other patron, in manner foresaid. And because the Pro-

lurator and Agent of the Kirk cannot get sufficient information to the Lords of Ex-
'chequer anent the right and interest of the Kirk, and Presbyteries in kirks, whereof
gifts of patronages may be presented to the Exchequer : Therefore, the Assembly
irdaines, for their better information hereanent, that every Presbyterie, with all diU-

jence, use all meanes of exact tryall of the nature and qualitie of all kirks within

itheir bounds, as what kirks belong to the King's Majestie's patronage, what to other

iaick patronages, what kirks of old were planted by Presbyteries, and what by prelates

[and bishops, before the Assembly at Glasgow, 1638, what hath been the way and time

)f the change of the planting and providing of the kirks, if any have been changed,
)r any other thing concernmg the nature and quahtie of every kirk within their

jounds, and to send the same to the Procurator of the Kirk with all diligence.

Act anent Lists for the Kirks in the Highlands.

The Assembly considering that in Argyle, and in other places of the Irish language,
here will not be gotten six expectants able to speak that language, and, therefore,

he Assembly is hopefull, that in these singular cases, his Majestic will be pleased, for

irks vacand in the Highlands, to accept of a list of so many expectants as can be had,
•ble to speak the Irish language. And the Commissioner's Grace promiseth to re-

ommend it to his Majestic.
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Overtures against Papists, Non- Communicants, and Profaners of the Sabbath.

The Assembly would draw up a supplication to be presented by the commission era
of the Presbyterie of Edinburgh to the Councell at their first meeting, for the due
execution of the acts of Parliament and Councell against Papists, wherein it will be
specially craved, that the Exchequer should be the intromettors with the rents of

these who are excommunicate, and that from the Exchequer the Presbyterie may re-

ceive that portion of the confiscate goods which the law appoints to be imployed
ad pios usus.

II. Every Presbyterie would conveen, at their first meeting, all known Papists

in their bounds, and require them to put out of their company all friends and sei-vanls

who are Popish within one moneth ; also, within that same space, to give their

children, sons and daughters, who are above seven years old, to be educate at their /

charges by such of their Protestant friends as the Presbyterie shall approve, and finds

sufficient caution for bringing home within three moneths sucli of their children who
are without the kingdom, to be educate in schoolcs and colledges at the Presbyteries

sight, to finde caution, likewise, of their abstinence fi-om masse, and the company of

all Jesuits and priests.

III. That all, of whatsoever rank or degree, who refuse to give satisfaction in every '

one of the foresaid articles, shall be processed without any delay ; but those who give

satisfaction shall be dealt with in all meeknesse after this manner : The Presbyteries

shall appoint such of their number as they shall find fittest to confer with them, so

frequently as the Brethren are able to attend, untill the midst of October next, against

which time, if they be not willing to go to church, they shall give assurance to go and
j

dwell in the next adjacent university town, whether Edinburgh, Glasgow, St Andrews,
or Aberdene, from November 1 to the last of March, where they shall attend all the

[

diets of conference which the professors and ministers of the bounds shall appoint to]

them ; by which, if they be not converted, their obstinacy shal be declared in the
[

Provincial Synods of April, and from thence their processe shall go on to the veiyj

closure without any farther delay.

IV. That every Presbyterie, as they will be answerable to the next General] As-
sembly, be carefiiU to doe their dutie in all the premisses.

V. That there be given presently by the members of this present Assembly, untd

the Commissioners of the Presbyterie of Edinburgh, a list of all excommunicato
Papists they know, and of all Papists who have children educate abroad, that thej

may be presented, together with our supplication, to the Councell, at their firs|

sitting.

VI. That the Councell may be suppUcate for an act, that in no regiment whici

goes out of the kingdom any Papists bear office, and that the colonell be required td

finde caution for this effect before he receive the Councel's warrant for levying anj

souldiers ; also that he finde caution for the maintaining of a minister, and keeping (

a Session in his regiment.

Item, The Assembly would enjoyn every Presbyterie to proceed against non-commr
nicants, whether Papists or others, according to the act of Parliament made there

anent. And suchlike, that acts of Parliament against prophaners of the Sabbath bJ

put to execution.

The Assembly approves the overtures foresaid, and ordains Presbyteries to pii

the samine to execution with all diligence ; and that the Commissioners

every Presbyterie give in a list of the excommunicate Papists within theii

bounds, and of Papists' children out of the countrey, to the clerk, that thj

same may be presented to the Councell by the Commissioners of this

sembly.

Act anent thejoyning of the Presbyterie of Sky to the Synode of Argyh.

The Generall Assembly, having considered the whole proceedings of the Commia
sioners of the late Generall Assembly holden at Edinburgh, anent the referenc
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made to them concerning the Presbyterie of Sky, together with the whole reasons pro
et contra in the said matter, after mature deUberation, have ratified and approved, and
by these presents ratifie and approve, the sentence of the saids commissioners there-

intill. And, further, ordains the said Presbj'tcry of Sky, and all the ministers and
elders thereof, to keep the meetings of the Provincial Assembly of Argyle, where they

shall happen to be appointed in all time coming, suchlike as any other Presbyterie

within the bounds of the said Province of Argyle uses to do; and that the samine

Presbyterie be in all time hereafter v.lthin the jurisdiction of the said Provincial

Assembly, without any further question to be made thereanent.

Sess. 8, Aug. 3, post meridievi.— The Supplication of this Assembli/ to the King's

3Iajestie.*

To the King's most Excellent JMajestie, the hearty Thanksgiving and humble Pe-
tition of the Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, met at St Andi'ews,

July 27, 1642.

Our hearts were filled with great joy and gladnesse at the hearing of your
Majestie's letter, which was read once and again in face of the Assembly, every line

thereof almost either expressing such aifection to the reformed religion, and such

royall care of us, as we could require from a Christian prince, or requiring such ne-

cessary duties from us, as we are bound to performe, as ministers of the Gospel and
Christian subjects ; for which, as solemne thanks were given by the Moderator of the

Assembly, so do we all, with one voice, in all humility, present unto your Majestie

the thankfuluesse of our hearts, with our earnest prayers to God for your Majestie's

prosperity, and the peace of your kingdoms ; that your MajesUe may be indeed a

nursing father to all the Kirks of Christ in your Majestie's dominions, and especially

to the Kirk of Scotland, honoured with your birth and baptisme, promising our

most serious endeavours, by doctrine and life, to advance the Gospel of Christ,

and to keep the people in our charge in unity and peace, and in all loyalty and
obedience to your Majestie and your laws. Your Majestie's commands to your Com-
missioner, the Earle of Dumfermling, to receive from us our just and reasonable

k -ires for what may further serve for the good of religion here, the favours which we
(have received already, and your Majestie's desire and delight to do good, expressed

n your letter, are as many encouragements to us to take the boldnesse, in all humility,

I) present unto your Majestie (beside the particulars recommended to your Majes-
ic's Commissioner) one thing, which for the present is the chiefest of all our desires,

is serving most for the glory of Christ, for your INIajestie's honour and comfort, and
lot onely for the good of religion here, but for the true happinesse and peace of all

rour Majestie's dominions ; which is no new motion, but the prosecution of that same
vhich was made by the Commissioners of this your Majestie's kingdom in the late

?reatie, and which your Majestie, with advice of both Houses of Parliament, did

.pprove in these words :
—"To their desire, concerning unitie in rehgion and uniformitie

if Church government, as aspeciall meanes of conserving of peace betwixt the two
:ingdoms, upon the grounds and reasons contained in the paper of the 10 of March,
iven in to the Treaty and Parliament of England, it is answered, upon the 15 of

une. That his Majestie, with advice of both Houses of Parliament, doth approve of

ie aifection of his subjects of Scotland, in their desire of having the conformity of

)hurch government betwixt the two nations ; and as the Parhament hath already taken

ito consideration the reformation of Church government, so they will proceed therein

1 due time, as shall best conduce to the glory of God, the peace of the Church, and
f both kingdoms 11 of June 1641." In our answerto a declaration sent by the now
Commissioners of this kingdom, from both Houses of Parliament, we have not onely

ressed this point of unity in rehgion and uniformity of Church government, as a

leane of a firme and durable union betwixt the two "kingdomes, and without which
irmer experiences put us out of hope long to enjoy the puritie of the Gospel with

eace, but also have rendered the reasons of our hopes and confidence, as from other

)nsiderations, so from your jNIajestie's late letter to this Assembly, that your Majes-

in a happy conjimciion with the Houses of Parliament, will be pleased to settle

• Drawn up by Mr Alexander Hendcison.—JEi 1843.



58 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1642.

this blessed Reformation, with so earnestly desired a peace in all your dominions ;

and, therefore, we, your Majestie's most loving subjects, in name of the whole Kirks of

Scotland represented by us, upon the knees of our hearts do most humbly and earnestly

beg that your Majesty, in the deep of your royall wisdom, and from your affection to

the true religion, and the peace of your kingdoms, may be moved to consider that the '

God of heaven and earth is calling for this Reformation at your hands, and that as you
are his vicegerent, so you may be his prime instrument in it. If it shall please the

Lord (which is our desire and hope) that this blessed unitie in religion and uniformity

in government shall be brought about, your Majestie's conscience, in performing of

so great a dutie, shall be a well-spring of comfort to yourself, your memory shall be a

sweet savour, and your name renowned to all following generations. And if these un-
happy commotions and divisions shall end in this peace and unity, then it shall appeare
in the providence of God they were but the noyse of many waters, and the voyce of
a great thunder, before the voyce of harpers harping with their harps, which shall fill

this whole Hand with melodic and mirth, and the name of it shall be, " The Lord is

THERE."

Tlw Declaration of the Parliament of England sent to the Assembly.

The Lords and Commons in this present Parliament assembled, finding, to their

great grief, that the distractions of this kingdomc daily increase, and that the wicked
counsells and practises of a malignant party amongst us (if God prevent them not)

are like to cast this nation into bloud and confusion, to testifie to all the world how
earnestly they desire to avoid a civill warre, they have addressed themselves in an

humble supplication to his Majestic for the prevention thereof; a copy of which their

petition they have thought fit to send at this lime to the Nationall Assembly of the J

Chm'ch of Scotland, to the intent that that Church and kingdome (whereunto they

are united by so many and so near bonds and tyes, as well spirituall as civill) may see

that the like minde is now in them that formerly appeared to be in that nation ; and

that they are as tender of the effusion of Christian bloud on the one side, as they ar^

zealous on the other side of a due Reformation both in Church and State. In which

work, whilest they were labouring, they have been interrupted by the plots and

practises of a malignant party of Papists and ill-affected persons, especially of the cor-l

rupt and dissolute clergy, by the incitement and uistigation of bishops and othersJ

whose avarice and ambition being not able to bear the reformation endeavoured bj

the Parliament, they have laboured (as we can expect little better fruit from such

trees) to kindle a flame, and raise a combustion within the bowels of this kingdom
\

which, if by our humble supphcation to his Majestic, it may be prevented, and that!

according to our earnest desire therein, all force and warlike preparations being laicf

aside, we may returne to a peaceable Parliamentary proceeding, we do not doubt buj

that, by the blessing of Almighty God upon our endeavours, we shall settle the matter

both in Chiu-ch and State, to the encrease of his Majestie's honour and state, thd

peace and prosperitie of this kingdome, and especially to the glory of God, by the

advancement of the true religion, and such a reformation of the Church as shall bq

most agreeable to God's Word. Out of all which there will also most undoubtedly

result a most firme and stable union between the two kingdomes of England and

Scotland, which, according to our protestation, we shall by all good wayes and meanesj

upon all occasions, labour to preserve and maintain.

{Suhscribitur) Jo. Brown, Ckr. Pari.

The Assemblie's Answer to the Declaration of the Parliament of England.*

The Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland having received a declaration sent

unto them by the commissioners of this kingdome now at London, from the honour-

able Houses of the Parliament of England, expressing their care to prevent the effu-

sion of Christian bloud in that kingdome, and their affections to reformation both in

Kirk and State, and having taken the same to such consideration as the importance

of so weighty matters, and the high estimation they have of so wise and honourable a

meeting as is the Parliament of England, did require, have, with universall consent,

resolved upon this following answer :

—

* Drawn up by Mr Alexander Henderson,

—

Ed. 1843.
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I. That from the recent sense of the goodnesse of God in their own late deHverance,

and from their earnest desire of all happinesse to our native King and that kingdome,

the}"^ blesse the Lord for preserving them, in the midst of so many unhappy divisions

and troubles, from abloudy intestine war, which is from God the greatestjudgement, and
to such a nation the compend of all calamities. They also give God thanks for their

former and present desires of a reformation, especially of religion, which is the glory

and strength of a kingdome, and bringeth with it all temporall blessings of prosperity

and peace.

II. That the hearts of all the members of this Assembly, and of all the wel-affected

within this kingdome, are exceedingly grieved and made heavy, that in so long a

time, against the professions both of King and Parliament, and contrary to the joynt

desires and prayers of the godly in both kingdomes, to whom it is more deare and
precious then what is dearest to them in the world, the reformation of religion hath

moved so slowly and suffered so great interruption. They consider that not only

prelates, formall professours, profane and worldly men, and all that are Popishly af-

fected, are bad councellours and workers, and do abuse their power, and bend all

their strength and policies against the work of God, but the god of this world also,

with principalities and powers, the rulers of the darknesse of this world, and spirituall

wickednesse in high places, are working with all their force and fraud in the same
opposition, not without hope of successe ; they having prevailed so farre from the be-

ginning, that in the times of the best Kings of Juda of old, and the most part of

the Reformed Kirks of late, a through and perfect reformation of religion hath been
awork full of difficulties. Yet doe the y conceive, that as it ought first of all to be
intended, so should it be above all other things, with confidence in God, who is greater

then the world, and he who is in the world, most seriously endeavoured. And that

when the supreame Providence giveth opportunity of the accepted time and day of

salvation, no other work can prosper in the hands of his servants, if it be not appre-

hended, and with all reverence and faithfulnesse improved. This Kirk and nation,

when the Lord gave them the calling, considered not their own deadnesse, nor stag-

1 gered at the promise through unbehef, but gave glory to God. And who knoweth
(we speak it in humility and love, and from no other mind then from a desire of the

blessing of God upon our King and that kingdome) but the Lord hath now some
controversie with England, which will not be removed till first, and before all, the

I worship of his name and the government of his House be settled according to his own
will. When this desire shall come it shall be to England, after so long deferred

hopes, a tree of hfe, which shall not only yeeld temporall blessings unto themselves,

but also shall spread the branches so far, that both this nation and other Reformed
Kirks shall finde the fruits thereof to their great satisfaction.

III. The commissioners of this kingdome, in the late treaty of peace, considering

that religion is not only the meane of the service of God and saving of souls, but is

also the base and foundation of kingdomes and estates, and the strongest band to tye

subjects to their prince in true loyaltie, and to knit the hearts of one to another in true

unity and love ; they did, with preface of all due respect and reverence, far from arro-

gancy or presumption, represent, in name of this kingdome, their serious thoughts and
earnest desires for unity of religion ; that in all his Majestie's dominions there might be
one Confession of Faith, one Directory of Worship, one publike Catechisme, and one ^
form of Kirk Government. This they conceived to be acceptable to God Almighty,

who delighteth to see his people walking in truth and unity, to be a speciall meanes for

conserving of peace betwixt the kingdomes ; of easing the King's Majesty and the

publike government of much trouble, which ariseth from differences of religion, very
rrievous to kings and estates ; of great content to the King himself, to his nobles, his

court, and all his people, when, (occasioned to be abroad,) without scruple to them-
selves or scandall to others, all may resort to the same publike worship, as if they
were at their own dwellings ; of suppressing the names of heresies, and sects, Puritans,

Conformists, Separatists, Anabaptists, &c., which do rent asunder the bowels both of

Kirk and kingdome, of despaire of successe to Papists and recusants; to have their

profession, which is inconsistent with the true Protestant religion and authority of
princes, set up again, and of drawing the hearts and hands of ministers from unplea-
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sant and unprofitable controversies to the pressing of mortification, and to treatises of

true pietie and practicall divinity. The Assembly doth now enter upon the labour of

the commissioners, unto which they are encouraged, not only by their faithfulnesse

in the late treaty, but also by the zeale and example of the Generall Assemblies of

this Kirk in former times, as may appeare l)y the Assembly at Edinburgh, December
25, in the year 1566, which ordained a letter to be sent to England against the sur-

plice, tippet, corner-cap, and such other ceremonies as then troubled that Kirk, that they

might be removed ; by the Assembly at Edinburgh, April 24, 1583, humbly desiring the
|

King's Majesty to command his ambassadour, then going to England, to deale with

the Queen, that there might be an union and band betwixt them and other Christian

princes and realmes, professing the true religion, for defence and protection of the

Word of God and professors thereof, against the persecution of Papists and confederates,

joyned and united together by the bloudy league of Trent ; as also, that her Ma-
jesty would disburden their brethren of England of the yoke of ceremonies imposed

,

upon them against the liberty of the Word ; and by the Assembly at Edinburgh,
i

March 3, 1589, ordaining the Presljyterie of Edinburgh to use all good and possible
'

means for the relief and comfort of the Kirk of England, then heavily troubled, for :

the maintaining the true discipline and government of the Kirk, and that the brethren, ,

in their private and publike prayers, recommend the estate of the afflicted Kirk ofJ

England to God. While now, by the mercy of God, the conjunction of the two J
kingdomes is many wayes increased, the zeale of the Generall Assembly towards theic

happinesse ought to be no lesse ; but, besides these, the Assembly is much en-j

couraged unto this duetie, both from the King's Majesty and his Parliament joyntlyJ

in their answer to the proposition made by the late Commissioners of the Treaty, in

these words :—" To their desire concerning unity of religion, and uniformity of kirk

government, as a speciall meanes for conserving of peace betwixt the two kingdomesJ
upon the grounds and reasons contained in the paper of the 10 of March, and giveii

in to the Trcatie and Parliament of England ; it is answered, upon the 15 of JuneJ
That his Majestic, with advice of both Houses of Parliament, doth approve of the affec-j

lion of his subjects of Scotland, in their desire of having conformitie of kirk governJ

ment between the two nations; and as the Parliament hath already taken into consi-|

deration the reformation of kirk government, so they will proceed therein in due timeJ

as shall best conduce to the glory of (iod, the peace of the Kirk, and of both king-}

domes." And also severally ; for his Majestic knoweth that the custodie and vindica4

tion, the conversation and purgation of religion, are a great part of the duetie of civil!

authority and power. His Majestie's late practise, while he was here in person, in reA

sorting frequently to the exercises of publikc worship, his royall actions in cstablishl

ing the worship and government of this Kirk in Parliament, and in giving order foi

a competent maintenance to the ministery and seminaries of the Kirk, and his Ma
jestie's gracious letter to the Assembly, (seconded by the speech of his Majestie's Coral

missioner,) which containes this religious expression :—" Where any thing is amisse

we will endeavour a reformation in a fair and orderly way, and where reformation i|

settled, we resolve, with that authority wherewith God hath vested us, to maintaif

and defend it in peace and liberty, against all ti'ouble that can come from withouB

and against all heresies, sects, and schismes, which may arise from within"—all thesa

doe make us hopefuU that his Majestic will not oppose but advance the work of re

formation. In like manner, the Honourable Houses of Parliament, as they havi

many times before witnessed their zeale, so now also, in their declaration sent to thJ

Assembly, which not only sheweth the constancy of their zeale, but their great grief

that the worke hath been interrupted by a malignant party of Papists and evill-aftectcd

persons, especially of the corrupt and dissolute ciergic, by the incitement and insti-

gation of bishops and others, their hope, according to their earnest desire, when they

shall returne to a peaceable and parliamentary proceeding, by the blessing of God, to

settle such a reformation in the Church, as shall be agreeable to God's Word, and

that the result shall be a most firm and stable union between the two kingdoms of

England and Scotland, &c. The Assembly also is not a little encouraged by a letter

sent from many reverend Brethren of the Kirk of England, expressing their prayers

and endeavours against every thing which shall be found prejudiciall to the establish-

(

I
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ment of the kingdome of Christ, and the peace of their soveraigne. Upon these en-
couragements, and having so patent a doore of hope, the Assembly doth confidently

expect, that England will now bestirre themselves in the best way for a reformation

of religion, and do most wiliingly offer their prayers and uttermost endeavours for

furthering so great a work, wherein Christ is so much concerned in his glory, the

King in his honour, the Kirk and kingdome of England in their happinesse, and this

Kirk and kingdome in the purity and peace of the Gospel.

IV. That the Assembly also, from so many reall invitations, are heartened to re-

new the proposition made by the aforenamed commissioners of this kingdome, for be-

gining the work of reformation at the uniformity of kirk-government. For what hope
can there be of unity in religion, of one Confession of Faith, one form of worship, and
one Catechisme, till there be first one forme of ecclesiasticall government ? Yea, what
hope can the kingdome and Kirk of Scotland have of a firme and durable peace, till

prelacie, which hath been the main cause of their miseries and troubles, first and last,

be plucked up, root and branch, as a plant which God hath not planted, and from
which n.) better fruits can be expected than such sower grapes as this day set on
edge the kini>dome of England ?

V. The prelaticall hierarchic being put out of the way, the work will be easie,

without forcing of any conscience, to settle in England the government of the Re-
formed Kirks by assemblies. For although the Reformed Kirks do hold, without doubt-
ing, their kirk-oflBcers and kirk-government, by assemblies, higher and lower, in their

strong and bcautifuU subordination, to he jure die/no, and perpetuall
; yet prelacie, as

it ditfereth from the office of a pastor, is almost universally acknowledged, by the pre-

lates themselves and iheir adherents, to be but an humane ordinance, introduced by
humane reason, and settled by humane law and custome for supposed conveniencie ;

which, therefore, by humane authority, without wronging any man's conscience, may
be altred and abolished upon so great a necessity, as is a hearty conjunction witli all

the Reformed Kirks, a firm and well-grounded peace betwixt the two kingdomes, for-

merly divided in themselves, and betwixt themselves by this partition wall, and a per-

tett union of the Kirks in the two nations ; which, although by the providence of God
in one iland, and under one monarch, yet ever since the Reformation, and for the

present also, are at greater difference in the point of kirk-government, which in all

)laces hath a powci'full influence upon all the parts of religion, then any other Re-
brmed Kirks, although in nations at greatest distance, and under divers princes.

VI. What may be required of the Kirk of Scotland, for furthering the work of unifor-

mitie of government, or for agreeing upon a common Confession of Faith, Catechisme,
and Directory for Worship, shall, according to the order given by this Assembly, be
most willingly performed by us, who long extreamly for the day when King and
Parliament shall joyn for bringing to passe so great, so good a work, that all warres
and commotions ceasing, all superstition, idolatry, heresie, sects, and schismes being

removed, as the Lord is one, so his name may be one amongst us ; and mercy and
truth, righteousnesse and peace meeting together, and kissing one another, may dwell

in this iland.

Act Sess. 8, Aur/ust 3, 1642.— Overtures for Transplantation of Minisfers, and Pro-

vision of Schools, ordained hy the late Assembhj at Edinburgh to be sent to Synods,

and reported to this Assembly.

Act Sess. 11, Edinburgh, August 5, 1641.

These Overtures underwritten, anent the Transporting of Ministers and Profess-

ors to Kirks and Colledges, being read in audience of the Assembly, and thereafter

revised by a Committee appointed for that effect, the Assembly appoints them to

be sent to the severall Synods, to be considered by them, and they to report their

judgements thereof to the next Generall Assembly.

I. No transportation would be granted hereafter without citation of parties having
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interest, (viz. the minister who is sought and his parish,) to hear what they can op-
pose, and the matter is to come first to both the Presbyteries, (viz. that wherein
the minister dwels whose transportation is sought, and the otlier Presbyterie to

which he is sought, if the kirks lye in several Presbyteries ;) and if the Presbyteries

agree not, then the matter is to be brought to the Synod or Gcnerall Assembly,
(which of them shall first occure after such transportation is sought ;) and if the

Synod (occurring first) agree not, or if there be appeale made from it, then the mat-
ter is to come to the Gcnerall Assembly.

II. A minister may be transplanted from a particular congregation (where he can
onely doe good to a part) to such a place where he may benefit the whole Kirk of

Scotland, because, in reason, the whole is to be preferred to a part, such as Edin-
burgh.

1. Because all the great Justice Courts sit there, as Councell, Session, Justice-

General!, Exchequer, &c., and it concerns the whole Kirk that these fountains of

justice be kept clean, both in the point of faith and manners.

2. Because there is great confluence to Edinburgh, from time to time, of many of

the chief members of the whole kingdome, and it concerns the whole Kirk to have

these well seasoned, who (apparantly) are to be the instruments of keeping this Kirk
and kingdome in good temper.

That this may be the more easily done, the Assembly first recommends to Edind

burgh, that some young men of excellent spirits may be (upon the charges of the

said town) trained up, at home or abroad, toward the ministery, from time to timeJ

Secondly, we meane not that all the places of the ministerie of Edinburgh be filled^

with Ministers to be transported by authority of this Act, but only till they be pre

vided of one Minister (transplanted by the authority of the Assembly) for ever^

Kirk in Edinburgh, and that the rest of the places be filled either according to the

gcnerall rules of transportation for the whole kingdome, or by agreement with

actuall Ministers and their parishes, with consent of the Presbyterie or Synod to

the which they belong.

III. In the next roome, we finde, that it is a transporting of Ministers for publike

good that CoUedges (having the profession of Divinitie) be well provided of Pro-j

lessors.

Wherein the Colledge of Divinitie in St Andrews is first to be served, withoulj

taking any Professors or Ministers out of Edinburgh, Glasgow, or Aberdene, and

then the rest of the Colledges would be provided for as their necessitie shall re-j

quire ; yet (in respect of the present scarcity) it were good for the Universities ta

send abroad for able and approved men, to be Professors of Divinitie, that our Mini-j

sters may be kept in their ])astorall charge as much as may be.

Towns also wherein Colledges are, are very considerable in the matter of trans-j

portation.

IV. Also congregations where noblemen have chief residence are to be regarded!

whether planted or unplanted, and a care is to be had that none be admitted Mini
sters where Popish noblemen reside, but such as are able men (especially for conJ

troversies) by sight of the Presbyterie ; and, moreover, it is necessary that such

Ministers as dwell where Popish noblemen are, and are not able for controversies!

that they be transported.

V. They who desire the transportation of a Minister should be obliged to givd

reasons for their desire ; neither should any Presbyterie or Assembly passe a senJ

tence for transportation of any Minister till they give reasons for the expediencie ol

the same, both to him and his congregation, and to the Presbyterie whereof he is

member. If they acquiesce to the reasons given, it is so much the better ; if thej

doe not acquiesce, yet the Presbyterie or Assembly (by giving such reasons before

the passing of their sentence) shall make it manifest that what they doe is not pro

arhitratu, vel imperio onely, but upon grounds of reason.

VI. Because there is such scarcity of Ministers having the Irish tongue, necessity

requires, that when they be found in the Lowlands they be transported to the High-

lands
; providing their condition be not made worse, but rather better, by their trans-

portation.
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VII. In the point of voluntary transportation, no minister shall transact and agree

with any parish, to be transported thereto, without a full hearing of him and his

parish before the Presbyterie to which he belongs in his present charge, or supe-

riour Kirk judicatories, if need shall be.

^'III. The planting of vacant Kirks is not to be tyed to any (either JMinisters or

expectants) within a Presbyterie ; but a free election is to be, according to the or-

der of our Kirk and lawes of our kingdome.

IX. The chief burghs of the kingdome are to be desired to traine up young men
of excellent spirits for the ministery, according to their power, as was recommended
to Edinburgh ; which course will in time (God willing) prevent many transplanta-

tions.

The Overtures underwritten, anent the Schooles, being likewise read in audience of

the Assembly, they recommend the particulars therein mentioned, anent the pro-

viding of the maintenance for Schoolmasters, to the Parliament, and ordaine the rest

to be sent to the Synods, to be considered by them ; and they to report their judge-

ments thereof to the next Generall Assembly, as said is.

I. Every parish would have a reader, and a schoole, where children are to be bred in

reading, writting, and grounds of religion, according to the laudable acts, both of Kirk

I"

and Parliament, made before.

And where grammar schooles may be had, as in burghs and other considerable

places, (among which all presbyteriaU seates are to be reputed,) that they be erected

and held hand to.

II. Anent these schooles, every minister, with his elders, shall give accompt to the

Presbyteries at the visitation of the kirk ; the Presbyteries are to make report to the

Synode, and the Synode to the General Assembly, that schools are planted as above

said, and how they are provided with men and means.

III. And because this hath been most neglected in the Highlands, Hands, and
Borders, therefore, the ministers of every parish are to instruct, by their commissioners

;o the next Generall Assembly, that this course is begun betwixt and then ; and they

ire further to certifie, from one Generall Assembly to another, whether this course is

;ontinued without omission or not.

IV. And because the means hitherto named or appointed for schooles of all sorts

lath been both little and ill payed, therefore, beside former appointments, (the exe-

:ution whereof is humbly desired, and to be petitioned for at the hands of his INIa-

estie and the Parliament,) the Assembly would further supplicate this ParUament
hat they (in their wisdome) would finde out how meanes shall be had for so good an
ise, especially that the children of poore men (being very capable of learning, and of

;ood engines) may be trained up, according as the exigence and necessity of every

(lace shall require. And that the commissioners, who shall be named by this As-

embly to wait upon the Parliament, may be appointed to represent this to his Majestic

,nd the Parliament, seeing his sacred JVIajestie, by his gracious letter, hath put us in

ope hereof, wherewith we have been much refreshed.

V. The Assembly would supplicate the Parliament, that for youths of the finest

nd best spirits of the Highlands and Borders, maintenance may be allotted, (as to

ursars,) to be bred in universities.

VI. For the time and manner of visitation of schooles, and contriving the best and
est compendious and orderly course of teaching grammar, we humbly desire the

ssembly to appoint a committee for that effect, who may report their diligence to the

ext Generall Assembly.

The Overtures and Articles above written being reported to this Assembly, after

reading and serious consideration thereof, the Assembly approves the same, and
ordaines them to have the strength of an act and ordinance of Assembly in all

time coming.

Sess. 11, Augusts, 1642 Act anent contrary/ Oaths.

The Generall Assembly, finding the inconvenience of contrary oaths, in trying of
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adulteries, fornications, and other faults and scandals, do, therefore, for eviting

thereof, discharge Synods, Presbyteries, and Sessions, to take oath of both parties

in all time hereafter, recommending to them, in the mean time, all other order and
wayes of tryall used in such cases: And that there may be a common order and
course kept in this Kirk of trying of publike scandals, tlie Asscmblj' ordains the

Presbyteries to advise upon some common order hereintill, and to report their judge-

ments to the next Assembly.

Overtures anent Family Exercises, Catechising, keeping of Synods and PreshyteriesjL

and restraint of Adulteries, Witchcrafts, and other grosse Sins.

The Committee supplicates the Assembly,

I. To urge the severall Synods and Presbyteries, especially these of the North,

that Family Exercise in religion, visitation of the Churches, Catechising, keeping of]

the Presbyteriall and Provinciall meetings, (both by preaching and ruling Elders,)
j

be more carefully observed.

IL That the clerk at least subscribe every book before it come to the Assembly,

and that every act be noted on the margent, for a directory of expedition.
j

III. That the Assembly would seriously studie, by all meanes and wayes, how to
]

procure the magistrate's concurrence to curb and punish these notorious vices which
j

abound in the land, especially in the northern parts.

The Assembly approves the Overtures foresaids, and ordains them to be ob-|

served; and, lor the last, the Assembly, being confident of the readinesse on

the Judge Ordinar to restrain and punish these fluilts, do therefore ordain alM

Presbyteries to give up to the Justice the names of the adulterers, incestuous

persons, witches, and sorcerers, and others guilty of such grosse and fcarfull

sins, within their bounds, that they may be processed, and punished accord-^

ing to the laws of this kingdom ; and that the Presbyteries and Synods bq

carefuU herein, as they will answer to the Gencrall Assemblies. And because

that witchcraft, charming, and such like, proceeds many times from iguor-J

ance, thcrefoi'c, the Assembly ordains all jNIinisters, especially in these part^

where these sins are frequent, to be diligently preaching, catechising, and

conferring, to inform their people thereintill.

Sess. 11, Aug. 5, 1642.

—

Act against Petitions, Declarations, and such like, in name

of Ministers, without their knowledge and consents.

The Generall Assembly being informed, that after the petition presented to th^

Lords of his Majestie's Privie Councell, by the noblemen, burgesses, and niinistersJ

occasionally met at Edinburgh, the 31 day of May last bypast, had received a verj

gracious answer, there was another petition given in to their Lordships upon the I

day of June last, entituled, The Petition of the Nobilitie, Gentrie, Burrows, MiniJ

sters, and Commons ; which, as it was not accompanied with any one minister to the

Lords of Privie Councell, so all the jMinisters of this Assembly disclaimcs and disj

avowcth any knowledge thereof or accession thereto. And the Assembly, conceivJ

inn- that the Kings Majestic himself, and all the courts and judicatories of this king^

do'me, may be deluded and abused, and the Kirk in generall, and ministers in parti-

cular, injured and prejudged by the like practises hereafter, do, therefore, prohibite and

discharge all and every one to pretend or use the name of ministers to any petition,

declaration, or suchlike, at any time hereafter, without their knowledge, consent, and

assistance ; and if any shall doe the contrary, ordaines Presbyteries and Provinciall

Assemblies to proceed against thera with the highest censures of the Kirk.

Sess. 11, Aug, 5, 1642.

—

Act anent the Assemblies desires to the Lords of Counsell,

and Conservators of Peace.

The Assembly, being most desirous to use all, and to omit no lawful! meane or oc-
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casion to testifie their zeale by dealing with God and man, for furtherance of their
desires of unity in rehgion, and uniformity of kirk government, and, considerino- the
great necessity, that the Kirk and State contribute jointly their best endeavours to
this happy end : Therefore, enjoynes the Moderator and the Commissioners from the
the Assembly to supplicate, with all earnestnesse and respect, the Lords of his Ma-
jesties Honourable Privie Councell, and likewise the Commissioners appointed by his
Majestic and the Parliament for Conservation of the Peace, that they may be pleased
to concur with the Kirk in the like desu-es to his Majesty and the Parliament ot
England, and in the like directions to the Commissioners of this kingdome at Lon-
don for the time, that by all possible means, civill and ecclesiastick, this blessed
worke may be advanced, and a happy settling betwixt his Majestic and his Parlia-
ment may be endeavoui-ed, and the common peace betwixt the "kingdomes continued
ind strengthened.

Sess. 11, Aufj. 5, \CA2.— The Assemblies humble desire to the King's Majestie for the
Signator of L.500 sterling, and recommendation thereof to the Kinfs Commissioner.

The Generall Assembly having received the report of the proceedings of the Com-
nissioners of the late Assembly, and specially that his Majesty was graciously pleased
ipon their humble petition, solemnly to promise and declai-e under his royall hand'
us pious resolution and dedication of L.500 sterling, out of the readiest of his rents'
nd revenues, to be imployed yearly, on publike necessary and pious uses of the
^ "k, at the sight of the Generall Assembly, as his Majcstie's gracious answer of the

( January 1642, registrate in their books at his Majestie's own desire, for their
.irther assurance^of his Majestie's pious zeale, doth more fuDy proport. Likeas, being
iformed that his Majesty was graciously pleased to signe and send down to the Kirk
Ihe Signator of the said L.500 yearly, to have past the Exchequer, albeit the samine

;
not as yet delivered; and, considering his Majestie's pious directions to them by

IS :\Iajestie's letter, to plant and visit the utmost skirts and borders of the kingdome
5 most necessary for the glory of God, the good of the Kirk, and his Majestie's
onour and service, which is only stopped by the want of charges for pubhke visita-
oiis; and withall to remonstrate to his Majestie, by his Commissioner, theirjust and
eecssary desires for what may further serve to the good of rehgion, whereunto his
lajestie's Commissioner promised his best endeavours and assistance : Therefore, the
ssembly doth most earnestly recommend to his Majestie's Commissioner to re'pre-
int to his Majestie, with his best assistance, the humble and necessary desires of the
ihole Assembly, that his Majestie wil be graciously pleased to command that Signa-
tr, already signed by his royall hand, (or to signe another of the samine tenor, where-
I they delivered the just double to his Majestie's Commissioner for that effect,) to
I' sent to this kingdom, and delivered to the commissioners from this Assem'blv
ho are to sit at Edinburgh, or to the Procurator of the Kirk, whereby his Majestie
all more and more oblige this whole Kirk to pray for a blessing from heaven upon
s royall person and government.

•ss. 11, August 5, 1642.— T/ie Assemhlie's Letter to the Commissio7iers of this Kingdom
at London.

Right Honourable,
We have received your Lordships' letter, with the declaration of the Parliament of
igland, and have sent this noble bearer to his Majesty with our humble supplica-
In and to your Lordships with our answer, earnestly desiring unity of religion and
^itormity of kirk government, to be presented by your Lordships and this noble
larer to the Honourable Houses of Parhament. Your Lordships will perceive by the
• •losed copies, and by our desires to his Majestie's Honourable Privie Councell and
|)mmissioners for the Conservation of the Peace, to joyn their best endeavours with
1 Majestie and the Parhament, and then- directions to your Lordships, by our leavino-
iDmmission behinde us, to concur with them in all ecclesiastick wayes • and by our
Domting publike prayers and a solemn fast through this Kirk, for the' furtherance
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of this great work of reformation, and continuance of the common peace, that this

unity in rehgion and uniformity of kirk government is the chiefest of our desires,

pra^'ers, and cares ; whereunto, as we have been encouraged by the faithful! labors of

the Commissioners of this kingdom in the late treaty, and continued and renewed by
your Lordships,"so we are assured that your Lordships will omit no lawfull mean,

argument, or occasion, of seconding the same there, and advertising our commission-

ers at Edinburgh wherein they may further concur with your Lordships for the

furtherance of the work, which tends so much to the glory of God, advancement of

Christ's kingdom, increase of the honour and happinesse of our Soveraign, and the

peace and welfare of these kingdoms, whereby your Lordships will obhge this Kirk

more and more to pray for a blessing on your persons and travels, and to rest,

Yom's in the Lord,

The Cojimissioners of the Gejjerall Assembly.

St Andrews, Aug. 5, 1642.

A Letterfrom some Ministers of England.

Reverend and wel-beloved in our Lord and Saviour,

We received with much joy and satisfaction the answer which your Gcnerall As-

sembly vouchsafed us to our letters of the last ycer. Some of us, in the name of our

brethren, thought it then fit, by Mr Alexander Henderson, (a brother so justly ap-

proved by you, and honoured by us,) to return our deserved thanks ; and we now
further think it equall upon this occasion to make a more publike acknowledgement

of such a publike favour. You were then pleased to give us fair grounds to expect

that brotherly advice and endeavours which the common cause of Christ, and the

mutuall interest of the united nations, command us now again to ask, if not to

chalenge. We doubt not but your experience, together with your intelligence, abun-

dantly informes you of our condition, what various administrations of providence we
have passed through, and we still lye betwixt hopes and feares, a fit temper for work-

ing—the God of all grace enable us to improve it. As our hopes are not such as may
make us fear, so neither doe our feares prevail to the casting away our confidence.

Your own late condition, together with this declaration of ours present, may acquaint

you with the certain, though subtil, authors and fomentors of these our confused coi

flicts, which we conceive to be the hierarchical faction, who have no way to peace an(

safety but through the trouble and danger of others. Our prayers and endeavou:

according to our measure, have been, and shall be, for the supplanting and rooting

whatsoever we fiude so prejudiciall to the establishment of the kingdome of Clirii

and the peace of our Soveraigne. And that this declaration of our selves may ni

leave you imsatisfied, we think it necessary further to exprcsse, that the desire oft'

most godly and considerable part amongst us is, that the Presbyterian governmenl

which hath just and evident foundation both in the Word of God and religious reasoi

may be established amongst us, and that (according to your intimation) we may agn

in one (Confession of Faith, one Directorie of Worship, one publike Catechisme, a:

form of government ; which things, if they were accomplished, we should much n

Joyce in our happy subjection to Christ our head, and our desired association witl

you our beloved brethren. For the better effecting whereof, we thought it necessary

not only to acquaint you with what our desires are in themselves, but likewise to you,

that is, that what way shall seem most fit to the wisedom of that grave and religious

Assembly, may be taken for the fiu-therance of our indeavours in this kind. We
imderstand that our Parliament hath been beforehand with us in this intimation, and

it cannot but be our duty, who are so much concerned in the businesse, to addc what

power the Lord hath given us with you to the same purpose. I'his designe and de-

sire of ours hath enemies on the left hand, and dissenting brethren on the right, but

we doubt not, that as our hearts justifie us, that our intentions arc right, and such

we conceive tend most to the glory of God, and the peace of the churches of tl

saints, so (by your brotherly concurrence in the most speedy and cffectuall way you

can find out) the work will, in God's due time, receive a prayed-for, hoped-for issue.

We shall not need, by many arguments from mutuall nationall interest, (though we

know you will not overlook them,) to inforce this request, the firme bond wherewith

i
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we are all united in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are assured, will alone engage your

faithful! endeavours in this businesse. To him we commit you, with these great and
important affairs you have in hand. Be ]>leased to accept of these as the expression

of the mindes of our many godly and faitlifuU brethren, whose hearts we doubt not

of, neither need you, though their hands, in regard of the suddennesse of this oppor-

tunity, could not be subscribed together with ours, who are

Your most affectionate Friends and Brethren in the Work of the Lord.

London, July 22, 1642.

Ansicer to the Ministers' Letter.

Right Reverend and beloved in the Lord Jesus,

By our answer to the declaration sent unto us from the Honourable Houses of Par-

liament, ye may perceive that your letter, which came into our hands so seasonably,

was not only acceptable unto us, but hath also encouraged us to renew, both to the King's

Majestic and the Houses of Parliament, the desires of the late Commissioners of this

kingdome for unit}' in religion, in the four particulars remembered by you. We can-

not be ignorant but the opposition from Satan and worldly men, in Kirk and policy,

will still be vehement, as it hath been already, but we are confident, through our

Lord Jesus Christ, that the prayers and indeavours of the godly in both kingdoms
wiU bring the word to a wished and blessed issue. This whole nationall Kirk is so

much concerned in that reformation and unity of religion in both kingdomes, that

without it we cannot hope for any long time to enjoy our puritie and peace, which hath

cost us so dear, and is now our chiefest comfort and greatest treasure : Which one cause

(l>eside the honour of God, and the happinesse of the people of God in that king-

dome, more desired of us then our lives) is more then sufficient to move us to contri-

bute all that is in our power for bringing it to passe. And since we have with so

great liberty made our desires and hopes known both to King and Parliament, it is a
duety incumbent both to you and us, who make mention of the Lord, and are watch-
men upon the walls ofJerusalem, never more to keep silence, nor to hold our peace,

day nor night, till the righteousnesse of Sion go forth as brightncsse, and the salva-

tion thereof as a lamp that bumeth. And if it shall please the Lord to move the

hearts of King and Parliament to hearken unto the motion, for which end we have
resolved to keep a solemne fast and humiliation in all the kirks of this kingdome, the

mean by which we have prevailed in times past, we wish that the work maj' be begun
with speed, and prosecuted with diligence, by the joint labours of some divines in both
kingdoms, who may prepare the same for the view and examination of a more fre-

quent ecclesiastick meeting of the best affected to reformation there, and of the com-
missioners of the Generall Assembly here, that in end it may have the approbation
of the Generall Assembly here, and of all the kirks there, in the best way that may
be ; we wish and hope at last in a nationall Assembly. Our commissioners at Edin-
Durgh shall in our name receive and returne answers for pronioving so great a work,
which we, with our heart and our soule, recommend to the blessing of God. We continue

Your loving brethren and fellow-labourers.

Actfor tlie Lord Maitland's presenting the Assemblie's Supplication to his Majestic, and

I

for going to the Commissioners at London, icith the Answer to the Parliament of
England's Declaration.

_ The General Assembly, considering the necessity of sending some pereon of good
orth and quality for to present their humble supplication to his Majestic, and to de-
iver their directions to the commissioners of this kingdom now at London, with
heir declaration to the Parliament of England, and answer to some wel-affected mi-
listers of that Kirk : And having certain knowledge of the worth, ability, and faith-

ulncsse of John Lord Maitland, one of their number, who, being witnesse to all their

ntentions and proceedings, can best relate their true loyaltie and respect to their

5ovcraign, and brotherly affection to the Kirk and kingdom of England therein :

rhcreibre, do unanimously require his Lordship's pains, by repairing to Court and
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to London for the premisses, which hereby they commit to his diligence and fidelity,

willing his Lordship to make account of his proceedings herein to their commissioners

appointed to sit at Edinburgh.

Sess. 12, Aug. 5, post meridian.— Commission for publike Affairs of this Kirk, andfor
prosecuting the desires of this Assembly to his Majestic and the Parliament of England.

The Generall Assembly', considering the laudable custome of this Kirk for to appoint

some commissioners in the interim betwixt Assemblies, for presenting of overtures and

prosecuting the other desires of the Kirk to his Majestic, the Lords of his Councell,

and the Estates of Parliament ; and taking to their consideration the present condi-

tion of the Kirk of England, with the declaration thereof sent down from the Parlia-

ment, and some reverend brethren of the ministry there, with their own answer to

the Parliament and ministery, and their humble supplication to his Majestie for unity

of religion and uniformity of kirk government. And withall, remembring their

desires to the Honourable Lords of his Majestie's Secret Councell, and to the Com-
missioners appointed by the King and Parliament for Conservation of the Commoa
Peace, that they would joyn their concourse in their desires to his Majestie and Par-

liament, and directions to the Commissioners of this kingdom at London for the

time. And likewise, considering their good hopes, from God's gracious favour to thisi

island, that by his good providence he will in his own way and time settle this

great work through this whole isle ; and that it is both our earnest desire andl

Christian duty to use all lawfuU means and ecclesiastick wayes for furtherance of sol

great a work, continuance of the common peace betwixt these nations, and keeping a

brotherly correspondence betwixt these Kirks : Therfore, the Assembly thinks it ne-

cessary before their dissolving to appoint, and by these presents do nominate and I

appoint, Masters Andrew Ramsay, Alex. Henderson, Robert Dowglas, William Col-

vill, William Rennet, ministers at Edinburgh, Mr William Arthur, minister at St

Cuthbert, JMr James Robertson, John Logan, Robert Lighton, commissioners fi-om|

Dalkeith to this Assembly ; Masters Andrew Blackball, James Fleeming, Robert

Ker, commissioners from Hadingtoun to this Assembly; Masters George Hamil-,

ton, Robert Blair, Arthur Mortoun, David Dalgleish, Andrew Rennet, Walter GregJ

John MoncrefF, John Smith, George Gillespie, John Row, John Duncan, Walter

Bruce, commissioners for the Presbyteries within the province of Fyffe ; Mr David
Calderwood, minister at Pencaitland, Mr John Adamson, Principal of the Colledge

of Edinburgh, Mr John Strang, Principal of the Colledge of Glasgow, Mr David

Dickson, Mr James Bonar, Mr Robert Bailie, Mr John Bell, Mr Robert Ramsay, Mr
George Young, Mr Henry Guthrie, Mr Samuel Oustein, Mr John Robertson, mini-j

ster at St Johnstoun, Mr John Robertson, minister at Dundie, Mr John Hume, mi-j

nister at Eckills, Mr Andrew Cant, Mr William Guild, ]\Ir Samuel Rutherfurd,

James Jklartin, Mr Alexander Monroe, Mr Robert Miuray, IMr -John MaclellanJ

Mr Andrew Doncanson, Mr Silvester Lambie, Mr Gilbert Ross, ministers; Marquessq

of Argyle, Earles of Lauderdaile, Glencarne, Kinghome, Eglintoun, Weemes, Cassils

;

Lords Gordoun, Maitland, Balcarras, Sir Patrick Hepburne of Wauchtoun, Sir David

Home of Wedderbume, Sir David Creightoun of Lugtoun, Sir David Barclay oi

Cullearnie, John Henderson of Fordell, ]\L George Winrame of Libertoun, Sij

Robert Drummond, Sir William Carmichaell, John Binnie, Thomas Patcrson, John

Sempill, John Kennedy of Air, John Leslie fi-om Aberdeue, William GlendiningJ

Provest of Kirkubright, John Colzear, ruling elders, with the concurse of the Procu4

rator of the Kirk ; and grants to them full power and commission in this interim be-j

twixt and the next Assembly, for to meet and conveen at Edinburgh upon the 1^

day of this moneth of August, and upon any other day, or in any other place, as theij

shall think convenient ; and being met and convecned, or any fifteen of them, thcra

being alwayes twelve ministers present, with full power for to consider and performd

what they finde necessary for the ministerie, by preaching, supplicating, prepairind

of draughts of one Confession, one Catechisme, one Directory of Publike Worship!

(which are alwayes to be revised by the next Generall Assembly,) and by all other

lawfull and ecclesiastick wayes, for furtherance of this great work in the union of th'
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iland in religion and kirk government, and for continuance of our own peace at home
and of the common peace betwixt the nations, and keeping of good correspondence
betwixt the Kirks of this iland. Like as, if it shaU please God to blesse the prayers
and endeavours of his saints for this blessed union, and that if either the Lords of
Councell or Commissioners for the Peace shaU require their concurse at home or
abroad, by sending commissioners with theirs to his IMajesty and Parliament for that
effect, or that they themselves shall finde it necessary ; the Assembly o-rants fuU
power to them not only to concurre, by all lawfuU and ecclesiastick waves, with the
Councell and Conservators of the Peace at home, but also to send some to present
and prosecute their desires and humble advice to his Majesty and the Parliament
and the ministerie there, for the furthering and perfecting of so good and great a worke'
Like as, with power to them to promove their other desires, overtures, and recom-
mendations of this Assembly, to the King's aiajestie, Lords of Councell, Session,
Exchequer, and Commissioners of Parliament for Plantation of Kirks, for common
burdens, or conservation of the common peace, and to the Parhament of this kine-
dom, in case it fall out pro re iiata before the next Assembly. And such Uke with
as full power to them to proceed, treat and determine in any other matters to be com-
mitted to them by this Assembly, as if the samine were herein particularly insert,
and with as ample power to proceedo in the matters particularly or generally above
mentioned, as any commissioners of Generall Assembhes have had, and have been
in use of before

;
they being alwayes comptable to, and censurable by, the next Gene-

raU Assembly, tor their proceedings thereanent.

Sess. 13, Aug. 6, 16-12.—^ Petitionfrom some distressed Professors in Ireland.

To the Reverend and Right Honourable the Moderator and remanent Members of
the Generall Assembly of Scotland, conveened at St Andrews, July 1642,
I he humble Petition of the most part of the Scottish Nation in the North of
Ireland, in then: own names, and in name of the rest of the Protestants there ;

Humbly Shewcth,
That where your petitioners, by the great blessing of the Lord, enjoyed for a little

while a peaceable and frmtfull ministerie of the Gospel, yet through our own abuse
of so rich a mercy, and through the tyrannic of the prelates, we have been a Ion-
tame spoiled of our mimsters, (a yoke to many of us heavier then death,) who beinS
chased into Scotland, were not altogether unusefull in the day of your need. And we
having been since oppressed and scattered, as sheep who have no shepherd, now at
last, the wise and righteous hand of the Lord, by the sword of the rebels, hath bereft
us of our friends, and spoiled us of our goods, and left us but a few, and that a poor
handfull of many, and hath chased from us the rest that were called our ministers,
the greatest part whereof we could scarce esteem such, as being rather officers to put
the prelats injmictions m execution, then feeders of our souls; so that now being
visited with sword and sicknesse, and under some apprehension of famine, if withaUwe shall taste of the sorest of all plagues, to be altogether deprived of the ministery
of the Word, we shall beconie in so much a worse condition then any Pagans, as that
once we enjoyed a better. Neither know we what hand to turn us to for help, but to
lie land so far obhged by the Lord's late rare mercies, and so far enriched to furnish
Help of that kinde

;
a land whence many of us drew our blood and breath, and where

pardon the necessary boldnesse) some of our own ministers now are, who were so vio-
on ly plucked from us, so sore against both their own and our wills

; yea, the land
tiiat so tenderly in then bosoms received our poor outcasts, and that hath ah-eady
sent us so rich a supply of able and prosperous souldiers to revenge our wrong.

Iheretore, although we know that your zeale and brotherly affection would ur-eyou to take notice without our advertisement, yet give us leave, in the bowels of our
l.ord Jesus Christ, to lutreat, if there be any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of ove if any feUowship of the Spirit, if any bowels of mercy, that now in thisnick of time, when the sword of the enemie making way for a more profitable en-tertaiumg the Gospel, having also banished the prelates, and their foUowers, when
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our extremity of distresse, and the fair hopes of speedy settling of peace, hath

opened so fair a doore to the Gospel, you would take the cause of your younger
sister, that hath no brests, to your serious consideration, and pity poore Macedonians,

crying to you that ye would come over and help us, being the servants of the God
of your fathers, and claiming interest with you in a common covenant, that, ac-

cording to the good hand of God upon us, ye may send us ministers for the house

of our God. We do not take upon us to prescribe to you the way or the number,
but in the view of all, the finger of the Lord points at these, whom, though perse-

cution of the prelats drew from us, yet our interest in them could not be taken

away, wherein we trust in regard of several of them, called home by death, your

bounty will superadde some able men of your own, that may help to lay the founda-

tion of God's house, according to the pattern. But for these so unjustly reft from

us, not only our necessity, but equity pleads, that either you would send them all

over, which were a work to be parallelled to the glories of the primitive times, or

at least that ye would declare them transportable, that, when invitators shall be

sent to any of them, wherein they may discernc a call from God, there may be no
difficultie in their loosing from thence, but they may come back to perfect what
they began, and may get praise and fame in the land where they were put to

shame. Neither are you to question your power over us so to doe, or crave a pre-

sident of your own practise in that kind, for our extraordinary need calling on
you, furnisheth you with a power to make this a president for the like cases here-

after ; herein if you shall lay aside the particular concernment of some few places,

which 3'ou may easily out of your rich nurseries plant again, and make use of

your publike spirits, which are not spent, but increases by your so many noble

designes, you shall leave upon us and our posteritie the stamp of an obligation

that cannot be delete, or that cannot be expressed,—^you shall send to all the neigh-

bouring churches a pattern, and erect for after ages a monument of self-denying

tender zeale,—you shall disburden the land of the many outcasts, who will follow

over their ministers,—and you shall make it appear that the churlish bounty of the

prelats, which at first cast some of these men over to us, is not comparable with the

cheerfuU liberalitie of a rightly constitute Generall Assembly, to whom we are per-

swaded the Lord will give seed for the loane which you bestow on the Lord ; yea,

the day may come, when a Generall Assembly in this land may returne to you the

first-fruits of thanks for the plants of your free gift. And although you wereJ

scant of furniture of this kinde your selves, or might apprehend more need theal

formerly, yet, doubtlesse, your bowels of compassion would make your deep povertie,!

even in a great tryal of affliction, abound to the riches of your liberalitie. Butl
now, seeing you abound in all things, and have formerly given so ample a proof of

your large bestowing on churches abroad in Germanic and France, knowing that!

you are not wearied in well-doing, we confidently promise to our selves, in yourj

name, that ye will abound in this grace also, following the example of our Lord!
and the primitive churches, who alwayes sent out disciples in paires. But, it

herein our hopes shall faile us, we shall not know whether to wish that we had diedl

with our brethren by the enemie's hand; for we shall be as if it were said unto us^f

Goc, serve other gods ! yet looking for another kinde of answer at your hands, fori

in this you are to us an angel of God, we have sent these bearers, Mr John Gor-
doun, and Mr Hugh Campbell, our brethren, who may more particularly informej

you of our case, and desire, that, at their retm-ne, they may refresh the bowels of

Your most instant and earnest supplicants.

Commission to some Ministers to (jo to Ireland.

The Assembly having received a petition, subscribed by a considerable number id

the North of L'eland, intimating their deplorable condition, through want of the mi3
nisterie of the Gospel, occasioned by the tyrannic of the Prelats, and the sword of

the rebels, and desiring some Ministers, especially such as had been chased from
them, by the persecution of the prelats, and some others, to be added, either to be
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sent presently over to reside amongst them, or declared transportable, that, upon in-

vitation from them, they might goe and settle there, together with some particular

petitions, desiring the returne of some particular Ministers who had laboured there

before : All which the Assembly hath taken to their serious consideration, being

most heartily willing to sympathize with every member of Christ's body, although

never so remote ; much more with that plantation there, which, for the most part,

was a branch of the Lord's vine planted in this land. In which sollicitude, as they

would be loath to usurpe without their own bounds, or stretch themselves beyond

their own measm-e ; so they dare not be wanting, to the enlargement of Christ's

Kingdome, where so loud a cry of so extreame necessitie could not but stirre up

the bowels of Christian compassion. And although they conceive that the present

unsettled condition both of Church and State and Land, will not suffer them as j-et

to loose any to make constant abode there, yet they have resolved to send over some

for the present exigent till the next Generall Assembly, by courses, to stay there

four moneths allanerly : And therefore doe hereby authorize and give commission to

the persons following, to wit, Mr Robert Blair, minister at St Andrews, and Mr
James Hamilton, minister at Dumfreis, for the first four moneths ; Mr Robert Ram-
say, minister at Glasgow, and Mr John jNIaclelland, minister at Kirkudbright, for the

next four moneths ; and to 3Ir Robert Baillie, Professor of Divinitie in the Uni-

versitie of Glasgow, and Mr John Levistoun, minister of Stranraire, for the last four

moneths ; to repair into the North of Ireland, and there to visit, comfort, instruct,

and encourage the scattered flocks of Christ, to employ to their uttermost, with all

faithfulnesse and singlenesse of heart, in planting and watering, according to the

direction of Jesus Christ, and according to the doctrine and discipline of this Church,
' in all things ; and, if need be, (with concurrence of such of the ministers of the

army as are there,) to try and ordain such as shall be found qualified for the mi-

nisterie, giving charge imto the persons foresaid, in the sight of God, that, in doc-

trine, in worship, in discipline, and in their dayly conversation, they studie to ap-

prove themselves as the ministers of Jesus Christ, and that they be comptable to

the Generall Assembl}^ of this Kirk in all things. And in case if any of the above

mentioned ministers be impeded by sicknesse, or otherwise necessarily detained from

this service, the Assembly ordaines the commissioners residing at Edinburgh for

the publike affairs of the Church to nominate in their place well qualified men,
who hereby are authorized to undertake the foresaid imployment, as if they had
been expressely nominate in the face of the Assembly. And this, although possibly

it shall not fully satisfie the large expectation of the brethren in Ireland, yet the

Assembly is confident they will take in good part at this time that which is judged

most convenient for their present condition, even a lent mite, out of their own not

very great plenty, to supply the present necessity ; requiring of them no other re-

compence, but that they in all cheerfulnesse may embrace and make use of the

message of salvation, and promising to enlarge tlieir indebted bounty at the next

Assembly, as they shall finde the worke of the I^ord there to require. In the

meane while, wishing that these who are sent may come with the full blessing of

the Gospel and peace, and recommending them, their labours, and these to whom
they are sent, to the rich blessing of the great Shepherd of the flock.

Sess. 13, August 6, 1642.

—

Act against slandering of Ministers.

The Generall Assembly, considering the malice of divers persons in raising ca-

lumnies and scandalls against ministers, which is not onely injurious to their per-

'sons, and discreditable to the holy calling of the Ministerie, but doth also prove

'often a great prejudice and hinderance to the promoving of the Gospel : Doe there-

fore ordain Presbyteries and Synods to proceed diligently in processe against all

persons that shall reproach or scandall ministers, with the censures of the Kirk,

even to the highest, according as they shall finde the degree or quality of the

scandal desen-e.
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Act anent ordering of the Assembly-House.

The Assembly, for better order in time coming, ordains the Act of the Assembly
at Aberdeoe for ordering the House of the Assembly, to be kept hereafter punc-

tually. And, for that effect, that the samine be reade the first Session of every

Assembly.

Act for remembring in piibh'ke Prayers the desires ofthe Assembly to the King and
Parliament, and indiction of a publike Fast.

The Generall Assembly being desirous to promove the great work of unity in

religion, and uniformity in church government, in all thir three dominions, for

which the Assembly hath humbly supplicate the King's Majestic, and remonstrate

their desires to the Parliament of England, lest they should be wanting in any
meane that may further so glorious and so good a work : Doe ordain, that not only

the said declaration to the Parliament, and supplication to the King's Majestie,

shall be accompanied with the earnest petitions and prayers of the whole brethren,

in private and publike, for the Lord's blessing thereunto, according to the laudable

custome of our predecessors, who, in the year of God 1589, ordaines that the

brethren, in their private and publike prayers, recommend unto God the estate of

the afflicted Church of England ; but, having just cause of fear, that the iniquities

of the land, which so much abound, may marre this so great a work, doe also or-

dain a solemne Fast to be kept on the second Lord's Day of September, and the

Wednesday following, throughout the whole kingdome, for the causes after spe-

cified :

—

L Grosse ignorance, and all sort of wickednesse, among the greater part, security,

meer formality, and unfruitfulnesse among the best, and unthankfulnesse in all.

IL The sword raging throughout all Christendomc, but most barbarously in

Ireland, and dayly more and more threatned in England, through the lamentable

division betwixt the King and the Parliament there, tending to the subversion of

religion and peace in all the three kingdomes.

IlL That God may graciously blessc the supplication of the Assembly to the

King's Majesty, and their motion to the Parliament of England, for unitie in reli-

gion and uniformity of kirk government, and all other meanes which may serve

for the promoving of so great a worke, and advancement of the Kingdome of Christ

every where.

IV. That God may powerfully overtume all wicked plots and designes of Anti-

christ and his followers, and all divisive motions against the course of reformation,

and the so much longed for union of the King and Parliament.

V. That God may blesse the harvest.

Referencefrom the Preshyterie of Kirkcaldie.

Anent the acts of Assemblies for observation of the Lord's Day, profaned by going
of salt-pannes, that this Assembly would declare the limits of the Sabbath during
which the pannes should stand.

The Assembly referres the answer of this question to the acts of former As-
semblies.

Referencefrom the Synode of Fyffe.

That the Provincial of Angus keep their meeting on the same day with the Sy-
nod of Fyffe, which breakes the correspondence between them, appointed by the

Generall Assembly of Glasgow.

Ansioer.

The Assembly ordaines the Provinciall Assembly of Angus to keep their first

meeting upon the third Tuesday of April, conforme to the act of the said

Assembly of Glasgow.
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Overtures to be advised by Presbyteries against the next Assembly.

How appeals shall be brought into the General] Assemblies, and by what sort of
citation.

What shall be the prescription of scandalls, within what space of time shall they be
challenged, whether after three years, the minister having been allowed and approved
in life and doctrine by Synods, Presbyteries, and Visitations.

What order shall be taken for keeping Generall Assemblies when Presbyteries
send not the full number of commissioners, or when the commissioners abide not
imtill the conclusion and dissolving of the Assembly.

Order to be advised for testimonialls.

The Assembly appoints the next General! Assembly to hold at Edinburgh, the
first Wednesday of August 1643.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY,
CONVEENED AT EDINBURGH, 1G43.

Sess. \, Aufj. 2, 1(343.— The King's Letter to the Generall Assembly jwesented by his

3Iajestie's Commissioner, Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall, Knight, his Majestie^s

Advocate.

Charles R.
Trustie and welbeloved—We greet you well. The time now approaching for the

holding of the General Assembly of our Kirk of Scotland, and we having appointed

Sir Thomas Hope, our Advocate, to be our Commissioner there, we thought good to

present him there with these our letters, and to take this occasion to minde you of

the duty which you owe to us, your Soveraigne, and to the peace of that our native

kingdome. How far we have lately extended our grace and favomr towards satis-

faction of your humble desires there is not any amongst you but may well remem-
ber ; and, therefore, in this conjuncture of our affairs, it is but reasonable that we ex-

pect from you such moderation in the dutifuU proceedings of this Assembly, as may
concurre with our princely inclinations and desires to preserve that Kirk, and that our

kingdome, in peace ; having wel obsen'ed that alterations in points of religion are

often the inlets to civill dissentions, and the hazard, if not overthrow, of both Kirk
and kingdomes : Therefore, of our great affection and speciall tendernesse to your
peace, (who of all our dominions are yet happie therein to the envy of others,) we
conjure and require you, in the fear of God, and obedience of us, his vicegerent, that

your endeavours and consultations tend onely to pi'eser\'e peace and quietnesse among

J
on. And so we bid you farewell. Given at our Court at Oxford, the 22d day of

uly 1643.

To our right trusty and welbeloved Counsellour, Sir Thomas Hope, Knight,

our Advocate-Gencrall, and our Commissioner at the Generall Assembly

of the Kirk in our Kingdome of Scotland, and to the rest of the said

Assembly now conveencd.

I

Sess. 2, Aug. 3, 1643.

—

Overtures ancnt Bills, References, and Appeales.

I. That all bills whatsoever, of particular concernment, whereunto all parties having

interest are not cited, should be rejected.

H. That all bills be first presented to the inferiour judicatories of the Kirk, who
may competently consider of them, and from them be orderly and gradatini brought
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to the Assembly, according to the order prescribed for appellations in the Assembly

of Edinburgh, 1639, in the 24th Sess. August 30.

III. That the said act of Assembly, 1639, anent appellations, be also extended to

references.

IV. In appellations and references, of particular concernment, if all parties having

interest have been present in the inferiour judicalorie when the appeal and reference

was made, then there is no necessitie of citation. But in case of their absence, cita-

tion of parties is so necessar, that if it be wanting appellations and references should

not be received.

V. That, conform to former acts of Assemblies, appel\a.tions post sententiam be made
within ten dayes after the sentence, and otherwise not to be respected.

The Assembly ordaines thir Overtures to be given to the severaU committees

for their direction.

Sess. 3, August 4, 1643.

—

Actfor Election ofProfessours to he Commissioners to

Assemhlies by Presbyteries.

The Assembly thinks, if Professours of Divinitie in Universities be Ministers, that

,

they may be chosen commissioners to the Generall Assembly, either by the Presby-

terie as Ministers, or by the Universilie as Professours of Divinitie.

Sess. 4, August 5, 1643.— The Petition of the distressed Professours in Irelandfor
Ministers.

To the Reverend and Honoiu-able Moderatour, and remanent Members of the i

Generall Assembly of Scotland, conveened at Edinburgh, Aug. 1643, The I

humble Petition of the distressed Christians in the North of Ireland,

Humbly Sheweth,

That whereas \ou were pleased the last year to take notice of our petition, and con-

1

ceived so favourable an act in our behalf, from our hearts we blesse the Lord God of ourj

fathers, who put such a thing as this in your heart, to begin in any sort to beautifie the

house of the Lord amongst us : doubtlesse you have brought upon your selves the

blessing of them who consider the poor ; the Lord will certainly deliver you in the

time of trouble. We trust no distance of place, no length of time, no pressure of aCl

fliction, yea, nor smiling of prosperity, shall delete out of our thankfull memories the

humble acknowledgement of your so motherly care, in drawing out your breasts, yeaJ

your souls, to satisfie the hungrie ; although we have been beaten with the sword

bitten with famine, our own vvickednes correcting us, our backslidings reproving usj

yet we have not so farre forgotten the Lord's ancient love but that our hearts were

brought to a little reviving in the midst of our bondage, hy the ministery of these whq
at your direction made a short visit amongst us. We know you did not conceive \i

expedient at that time to loose any for ful settling here, till the waters of the bloudy

inundation were somewhat abated, and probability might be of some comfortable

abode, which we, through the Lord's revenging hand pursuing our enemies, and the

vigilancie of your victorious army, is in a great measure attained unto. Whatsoever

might have detained some of these whom ye directed to us, whose stay made oui

expectation prove abortive, we shall ascribe it to our own abuse of such treasure, and

want of spirituall hunger, occasioned justly through the want of food; and yet tha|

same disappointment, together with your faithfuU promise of inlarging your indebteo

bountie, which is put upon record in all our hearts, hath made us conceive the seed

of a lively expectation, that you will now no more put your bountie ana the means o|

our life into the hazard of such frustrations, but will once for all bestow an ample ana

enduring blessing. And of this we are so much the more confident, because ou

former suit was not denyed but delayed ; only we fear, if a new delay be procured

till all things be fully settled, that the observing of winde and clouds shall hinder both

sowing and reaping ; and, in the meantime, the prelates and their faction may step in

and invest themselves of their old tyrannic over our consciences, who, if they once
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shall sec ns possessed of our inheritance, those Canaanites dare not offer to thrust us

out. By all appearance, if the Jesuites had any hope to finde welcome amnno;st us,

they had provided us fully ere now with their poysoned plants. Our hearts abhorre

the checking or suspectini; of your proceedings, yet it is lawfull to learn sometime
from our enemie ; but in this you have begun before, not only to do, but also to be

forward a year ago, and thereby have ingagcd your selves to perfect your own begin-

nings, and' bring us out of our orphan condition. We are fallen in your lap. This

mine must be under your hand ; you cannot pretend want of bread or cloathing
; you

must be healers. We have chosen you curators to your little young sister that wants

breasts. There is none on earth to take her out of your hand ; tor we will not, nor can-

not hide it from vour honours and wisedomes that we want bread, and must not only,

as before, have a bit for our present need, but also seed to sow the land.

It is therefore our humble and earnest desire, that you would yet again look on
our former petition and your own obligatorie act, and at least declare your consent

that a competent number of our own ministers may be loosed to settle here, and
break bread to the children that lye fainting at the head of all streets ; which although

it may be accounted but a restoring of what we lost, and you have found, yet we shall

esteem it as the most precious gift that earth can affoord. When they are so loosed,

if they finde not all things concurring to clear God's calling, it will be in their hand
to forbear ; and you have testified your bountie. But oh, for the Lord's sake, do not

kill our dying souls, by denying these our nccessar desires I There are about twelve

or fourteen waste congregations on this nearest coast, let us have at least a competent
number that may erect Christ's throne of discipline, and may help to bring in others,

and then shall we sing, that the people who were left of the sword have found grace

in the wildernesse. We have sent these our brethren. Sir Robert Adair of Kinhilt,

Knight, and William 3Iackenna of Belfast, merchant, to attend an answer from you,

who have attained that happinesse to be lenders and not borrowers, and to present

the heartie longing affections of.

Your most obliged, and more expecting brethren and servants.

Subscribed by ver}- many hands.

Sess, 6. August 8, 1643.

—

Acts for subscribing the Covenant.

The Generall Assembly, considering the good and pious advice of the commis-
sioners of the last Assembly, upon the 22 of September 1642, post meridiem, recom-
mending to Presbyteries to have copies of the Covenant, to be subscribed by every
minister at his admission ; doth, therefore, ratifie and approve the samine ; and,

further, ordaines that the Covenant be reprinted, with this ordinance prefixed thereto,

and that every Synod, Presbyterie, and Paroch, have one of them bound in quarto,

with some blank paper, whereupon every person may be obliged to subscribe ; and
that the Covenants of the Synod and Presbyterie be kept by their Moderatours re-

spective ; of Universities by their Principalis ; of Paroches by their Ministers, with all

carefulnesse. And that particular account of obedience to this act be required here-

after in all visitations of Paroches, Universities, and Presbyteries, and in all trialls of

Presbyteries and Synod books.

The Generall Assembly, considering that the Act of the Assembly at Edinburgh,
August 30, 1639, injoyning all persons to subscribe the Covenant, under all ccclesias-

ticall censure, hath not been obeyed : Therefore, ordaines all ministers to make inti-

mation of the said act in their kirks, and thereafter to proceed with the censures of

the Kirk against such as shall refuse to subscribe the Covenant. And that exact ac-

count be taken of ever}- minister's diligence hereintill by their Presbyteries and Synods,
as they will answer to the Generall Assembly.

Sess. 7, August 9, 1643.

—

Actfor Searching Books tending to Separation.

The Generall Assembly, considering the recommendation of the commissioners
of the late Assembly at St Andrews, upon the 12 of May last, to every minister within
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their severall bounds, especially to ministers upon the coasts, or where there is har-

bourie and ports, to try and search for all books tending to separation ; and finding

the same most necessar, do therefore ordain that recommendation to have the strength

of an ordinary act of Assembly ; and that every minister be carefull to try and search

if any such books be brought to this countrey from beyond seas ; and, if any shall be

found, to present the samine to Presbyteries, that some course may be taken to hin-

der the dispersing thereof; and earnestly reconmiend to the civill magistrates to con-

curre with their authoritie in all things for eff'ectuall execution hereof

Approbation of the Proceedings of the Commissioners of the last Assembly.

The Generall Assembly, having heard the report of the committee a]5pointed to

consider the proceedings of the commissioners of the late Assembly at St Andrews,

after mature deliberation, and serious consideration thereof, findes the whole acts,

conclusions, and proceedings of the saids commissioners, contained in a book and re-

gister, subscribed by ]\Iaster Andrew Ker, their clerk, and by Master David Lind-

say, INIoderatour, and Master James Hamilton, clerk to the said committee, to de-

clare much wisedorae, diligence, vigilancie, and every way commendable zeal and
iidelitie, in doing and discharging every thing according to their commission.

;

Sess, 8, August 10, 1643.

—

Propositions given by the Commissioners of the Parliament of
England to a Committee, to be presented by them to the Assembly.

We, the Commissioners appointed by both Houses of the Parliament of England,

desire your Lordships, and the rest of this reverend committee, to represent to the^

reverend the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland that we arc commanded-
To acknowledge, with all thankfulnesse to God, their zeal for purging and reform-

ing religion, and care not only to prevent the grouth, but utterly to extirpate the

rcliques of Popery ; and also the great blessing of Almighty God upon their so con-

stant and faithfull endeavours thus for establishing them in truth and peace, together

with their labour of love to procure the like happinesse to our Church and nation.

To give them an account of their earnest desire and endeavour to sec the same
work promoted and perfected among our selves ; which, though it hath been opposed
and retarded by the industrious malice of the Popish, Prelaticall, and Malignant partie,

yet, through God's goodnesse, it hath so for prevailed as to produce the removeall of,

the High Commission—the making void the coercive power of the prelates and theii

courts—the ejection of the bishops from the House of Peers—the turning out of manj
scandalous ministers ; besides that they have passed and presented to his Majestic

diverse bills, viz., for the suppressing of innovations—for the more strict obscrvatioE

of the Lord's Day—against pluralities and non-residencie—for the punishment of the

scandalous clergie—for the abolition of Episcopacic—and the calling an Assembly,-

the true copies of which we hcrewithall deliver. Which bills, through the under-mining
of the Papists, Prelates, and their party, (the constant enemies of reformation,) have

not yet obtained his Majestie's royall assent. And yet considering the urgent ne*

cessity of purging and settling the Church, (as hath been often pressed and presentee

to the Parliament of England by pious and frequent exhortations and declarations

from that reverent Assembly,) they have been constrained, by an ordinance of both

Houses, to call an Assembly of divines and others, now sitting, to consider and pre-

pare what may conduce thereunto; which, by the assistance of some godly and
learned divines sent from this nation, (as is earnestly desired,) we hope may, through
the blessing of God, bring it to perfection.

And yet, notwithstanding, to let them know that by reason of the prevailing of the

Papists, Prelaticall faction, and other malignant enemies to this so much desired re-

formation, (all of them being now in arms against the Parliament,) these hopefull

beginnings are likely not onely to be rendred ineff'ectuall, but all the former evils,

superstitions, and corruptions, (which for the present, through the blessing of God,
are in a good measure removed,) to be re-introduced by strong hand ; which, if once
they should take root again in the Church and kingdome of England, will quickly
spread their venome and infection into the neighbour Church and kingdome of Scot-
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land ; the qiiarrell of the enemies of this work being not so much against the persons

ofmen as the power of godhnesse, and purity of God's worship, wlieresoever it is pro-

fessed. Both Houses do, therefore, desire that reverent Assembly to lay seriously to

heart the state and condition of their sister Church and kingdomc, and not only by

their prayers to assist in these straits, but also, by such seasonable and effectuall means

as to them shall seem meet, to further and expedite the present aid and assistance

demanded by both Houses.

And, lastly, to make known unto them that we are designed and ' sent by both

Houses of Parliament to the Generall Assembly of the Church of Scotland, to pro-

pound to them, and consult with them concerning such things as may conduce to our

own reformation, and our so much desired conjunction with this Church, which they

have more fully expressed in a declaration of their own, which herewithall we present.

William Bond, Seer, Commis.

August 10, 1643.

A Declaration of the Lords and Commons in the Parliament ofEngland, to the Generall

Asscmhhj of the Church of Scotland.

The Lords and Commons in Parliament, acknowledging, with humble thankfulnessc

to Almighty God, the disposer of hearts, the Christian zeal and love which the Gene-
rall Assembly of the Churches of Scotland have manifested, in their pious endeavours

for the preservation of the true reformed Protestant religion from the subtle practices

and attempts of the Popish and Prelaticall party, to the necessary reformation of

Church discipline and government in this kingdome, and the more near union of

both Churches, do earnestly desire that reverend Assembly to take notice that the

two Houses of Parliament, fully concurring with them in these pious intentions, for

the better accomplishment thereof, have called an assembly of diverse godly and
learned divines, and others of this kingdome, unto the city of Westminster, who are

now sitting and consulting about these matters. And likewise have nominated and
appointed John Earle of Euthland, Sir William Armine, Baronet, Sir Henry Vane
the younger. Knight, Thomas Hatcher and Henry Darle}^ Esquires, Committees and
Commissioners of both Houses to the kingdome and states of Scotland, who, beside

their instructions in matters concerning the peace and commonweal of both king-

domes, have received directions to resort to the Generall Assembly of the Church
of Scotland, and propound and consult with them, or any commissioners deputed by
them, in all occasions which may further the so much desired reformation in ecclesi-

asticall matters in this Church and kingdome, and a nearer conjunction betwixt both
Churches. In performance whereof. Master Stephen Marshall, and Master Philip

Nye, ministers of God's Word, and men of approved faithfulnesse and abilities in

their function, both members of this assembly of divines here congregated and sitt-

ing, are appointed to assist and advise the same committee in such things as shall

coneerne this Church. And the two Houses do hereby recommend the committees
land divines afore mentioned to the reverend Assembly of the Church of Scotland, to

le by them received with favour, and credited in those things which they, or any
three or more of them, shall propound to them.

It is likewise desired, that that reverend Assembly will, according to their former
promise and resolution, send to the Assembly here such number of godly and learned

'ivines, as in their wisedome they think most expedient for the furtherance of this

ivork, which so much concernes the honour of God, the prosperity and peace of the

wo Churches of England and Scotland ; and which must needs have a great influ-

nce in procuring a more safe and prosperous condition to other reformed churches
ibroad. And that their endeavours may be more effectuall, the two Houses do make
this recjuest to them, with their authority, advice, and exhortation, so far as belongs
o them, to stir up that nation to send some competent forces, in aid of this Parlia-

tt nent and kingdome, against the many armies of the Popish and Prelaticall party and
jit heir adherents, now in arms for the mine and destruction of the Reformed religion,

i« ind all the professours thereof. In all which they shall do that which will be pleas-

id ng to God, whose cause it is, and likewise safe and advantageous to their own Church
io) md kingdome, who cannot securely enjoy the great blessings of religion, peace, and
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libertie in that kingdome, if this Church and kingdome, by the prevailing violence of

that partie, shall bee brought to ruine and destruction.

Jo. Browne, Cleric. Parliamentorum.

Henr. Elsynge, Cler.Parl. D. Com.

A Letterfrom some Brethren of the Ministerie in the Kirk ofEngland to the As.iembly.

Reverend and Beloved,
The experience which we have had of your forwardnesse in receiving, and faith-

fulnesse in weighing our former addresses, hath given us abundant encouragement to

take hold upon this present opportunitie of breathing out something of our sorrowes,

which your love and our necessity command us to represent to your consideration

and compassion. Much we know we may commit to the wisedome and fidelity of

our brethren these messengers, to impart unto you concerning our miserable con-
dition, and unto them shall leave the most. Your own nationall, but specially

Christian interest, will not permit you to hide your eyes from the bleeding condition

of your poor distressed brethren in England, should neither letters nor messengers

be sent unto you ; but messengers coming, we should at once neglect ourselves, should

we not thus a little ease our burdened hearts by pouring them out into your bosomes,

and seem ungratefull to you, of whose readinesse to suffer with us, and do for us, we
have had so great and ample testimonies.

Surely if ever a poor nation were upon the edge of a most desperate precipice, if

ever a jioor church were ready to be swallowed up by Satan and his instruments, we
are that nation, we are that church. And, in both respects, by so much the more
miserable, by how much we expected not a preservation onely, but an augmentation
also, of happincsse in the one, and glory in the other. We looked for peace, but no
pood came ; and for a time of healing, and behold trouble ! Our God, who in his

former judgements was a moth and rottenesse, (and yet had of late begun to send us

health and cure,) is now turned into a lion to us, and threatens to rend the very cawle

of our hearts; from above he hath sent a fire into our bones, and it prevails against j

us ; from our own bowels he hath called forth and strengthened an adversarie againstj

us, a generation of brutish, hellish men, the rod of his anger, and the staff of his in-j

dignation, under whose cruelties we bleed, and, if present mercy step not in, we dieJ
" Righteous art thou, O Lord, and just are all thy judgements!" But, O the more
then barbarous carriages of our enemies, where ever God gives any of his hidden

ones up into their hands, we need not expresse it unto you, who knows the inveterat^

and deadly malice of the Antichristian faction against the members of our Lord Jesusl

And it is well we need not expresse it unto you; for in truth we cannot. Your own
thoughts may tell you better then any words of ours, what the mercie of Papists is

toward^the ministers and servants of our Lord Jesus Christ. But the Lord know^
we are not troubled so much with their rage against us, or our own miseries and

dangers; but that which breaks our hearts is, the danger we behold the Protestant re-j

ligion, and all the reformed churches in at this time, through that too great and for-]

midable strength the Popish faction is now arrived at. If our God will lay our bodies

as the ground, and as the street under their foot, and poure out our bloud as dust be-j

fore their fury, the wil of the Lord be done. Might our bloud be a sacrifice to ransome

the rest of the saints or Church of Christ from Antichristian fury, we would offer in

up upon this service gladly. But we know their rage is insatiable, and wil not be

quenched with our blonds—immortall, and will not die with us—armed against us, no(

as men, but as Christians, but as Protestants, but as men desiring to reform ourselves!

and to draw ourselves and others yet nearer unto God. And if God gave us up to

be devoured by this rage, it will take the more strength and courage (at least) to at^j

tempt the like against all the Protestant and Reformed churches. In a deeper sense

of this extream danger, threatning us and you, and all the churches, then we can ex-

presse, we have made this addresse unto you, in the bowels of our Lord Jesus Christ,

humbly imploring your most fervent prayers to the God that hears prayers ; who
(should we judge by providences) seems to be angry with our prayers, (though we
trust he doth but seem so, and though he kill us, yet will wc trust in him,) Oh, give
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us the brotherly aide of your re-inforced tears and prayers, that the blessings of truth

and peace which our prayers alone have not obtained, yours conjoyned may. And
give us, reverend and much honoured in our Lord, your advices what remains for us

further to doe, lor the making of our own and the kingdome's peace with God. We
have lien in the dust before him, we have poured our hearts in humiliation to him,

we have in sincerity endeavoured to reform ourselves, and no lesse sincerely desired,

studied, laboured the publick Reformation ; neverthelesse, the Lord hath not yet

turned himself from the fiercenesse of his anger. And be pleased to advise us further

what may be the happiest course for the uniting of the Protestant partie more firmly,

that we may all serve God with one consent, and stand up against Antichrist as one
man, that our God, who now hides himself from his people, may return unto us, de-

light in us, scatter and subdue his and our enemies, and cause his face to shine upon
us. The Lord prosper you and preserve us, so that the great work of these latter

ages may be finished to his honour, and our own and the Church's happinesse, through

Christ Jesus.

Subscribed by very many hands.

Sess. 9, August 11, 1643.

—

Act against Burtalls, and hinging of Honours, &,-c. in Kirks.

The Generall Assembly, considering the great abuse of burying within kirks where-
in God's publick worship is exercised, notwithstanding diverse acts of this Kirk, pro-

hibiting the same ; and that through toleration thereof, other abuses, in hinging of

pensils and brods, affixing of honours and arms, and such like scandalous monuments
in the Kirk hath crept in : Therefore, for remedy hereof, do hereby ratifie and ap-

prove the former acts and constitutions made against burials in kirks ; and inhibites

and discharges all persons, of whatsoever qualitie, toburie any deceased person with-

in the body of the kirk, where the people meet for hearing of the Word and admi-
nistration of the Sacraments ; and also inhibites them to hing pensils or brods, to affi.xe

honours or arms, or to make any such like monuments to the honour or remem-
brance of anj' deceased person, upon walls, or other places within the kirk where the

publick worship of God is exercised, as said is.

Sess. 10, August 12, 1643.

—

Act anent reposition of Ministers deposed by Superiour
Judicatories.

The Generall Assembly, considering that sentences of superiour judicatories of the

Kirk should stand efl'ectuall, whill they be taken away by themselves, and that they
should not be made void and ineffectuall by inferiour judicatories : Therefore, discharges

all Provinciall Assemblies to repone any minister deposed by the Generall Assembly;
and all Presbyteries to repone any ministers deposed either by Generall or Provin-
cial Assemblies ; and declares and ordains that all such sentences of reposition by these

inferiour judicatories, respective, shall be null in themselves; and that the sentences of
deposition by the superiourjudicatories, respective, shall stand valid and effectuall not-

withstandina; thereof

Sess. 11, August 14, 1643 Act against Masters who have Servants that Prophane
tlie Lord's Duij.

The General Assembly declares, that the acts made against salmond-fishin g upon
the Sabbath, or against any other labour upon the Lord's day, to be not only against

servants who actually work, but also that the samine should be extended against

masters whose hired servants they are.

Sess. 12, August 15, 1643.

—

Actfor preparing the Directorie for the Worship of God.

The Assembly, considering how convenient it is that all the ministers of the parti-

;ular kirks within this kingdome, in their administration keep unity and uniformity

Q the substance and right ordering of all the parts of the publick worship of God,
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and that all the particular kirks, by the same unity and nniformitie, testific their una-

nimous consent against all schisme and division, unto which these times, through the

working of Satan and his instruments against the propagation of the Gospel of peace,

are so inclineable ; doth ordain that a Directorie for Divine Worship, with all conve-

nient diligence, be framed and made ready, in all the parts thereof, against the next Ge-
nerall Assembly, to be held in the year 1644. And for this end, that such as shall be

nominate by this Assembly shall, immediatly after the rising of the Assembly, set

themselves apart (so far as may be) from their particular callings, and with all dili-

gence and speed go about this so publick, so pious, and so profitable a work. And
when they have brought their endeavours and labours about this Directorie to an end,

that it be put into the hands of the commissioners of the Generall Assembly to be

revised, and thereafter by them sent in severall copies to all the particular Sjniods, to

be held in April and May, that the samine being reported with their consent, or with

their observations, notes, and animadversions to the Generall Assembly, it may in end,

after their full triall and approbation, by order and authority from them, be received

and practised by all the ministers and particular kirks. And for preserving of peace

and brotherly unity in the mean while, till the Directorie, by universall consent of the

whole Kirk, be framed, finished, and concluded, the Assembly forbiddeth, under the

pain of the censures of the Kirk, all disputation by word or writing, in private or pub-

lick, about different practices in such things as have not been formerly determined by
this Kirk, and all condemning one of another in such lawful! things as have been uni-

versally received, and by pei-petuall custome practised by the most faithful! ministers

of the Gospell, and opposers of corruptions in this Kirk, since the first beginning of

reformation to these times ; and doth exhort and command that all endeavour to

keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, that all beginnings of separation,

all scandal! and division, be by all means avoided ; and that against envying, and
strife, and faction, and glorying in men, every one go Ijcfore another in the duties of

love, and so fulfill the law of Christ ; tliat continuing in one spirit and one minde,

and fighting together through the faith of the Gospell, we may mutually aide,

strengthen, and comfort one another, in allpastorall and tJliristian employments, better

resist the common adversaries, edifie one another in tlic knowledge and fear of God,
and the more acceptably, and with the greater blessing, serve the Lord, who hath

done so great things for us.

Propositionsfrom the English Commissioners presented this day to the Assembly.

We, the Commissioners appointed by both Houses of the Parliament of England,

being commanded by them (as we have already declared) to desire the reverend As-

sembly of Scotland seriously to lay to heart the present estate of their sister Church
and kingdome of England, and not oncly to assist witli their praj'ers in their straits,

but also, by sucli reasonable and effectual! means as to themselves shall seem meet, to

further and expedite the assistance now desired by both Houses from the kingdome of

Scotland, and a more strict union with them ; have thought fit, in pursuance of the

commands received from botli Houses of Parliament, to communicate to this Assem-

bly the paper which to this purpose we have lately delivered to the honourable Con-

vention of Estates in this kingdome, tliat so this reverend Assembly might be the

better enabled to contribute their best assistance toward the furthering and expediting

of the same. Wlierein we assure our selves of their ready and willing affections, con-

sidering the great service they may do to God, and the great honour may redound

to themselves, in becoming the instruments of a glorious reformation, not onely through

this Hand, but from thence possibly to be spread to other Churches, now oppressed

under the Antichristian bondage, and tyrannic of the Popish and Prelaticall faction.

We will not say there lies any obligation upon this Church and kingdome to comply

with the desires of the two Houses of Parliament, though we might call to minde

that God, by the hand of the Church and kingdome of England, did once reach forth

assistance and aid unto this nation, and hath since used them as a help to that blessed

reformation it now enjoyes. And who knoweth whether the wise providence of God
hath not suffered this Church and kingdome to be tempted thereby, to make them
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the more sensible of the present miseries of their brethren, and likewise given them
a good issue with the tentation, that they miglit be made a means of our dehverance ?

We shall not need to offer any grounds of prudence to invite them hereunto, who
have already prevented us in the acknowledgement of what might be said of that

kinde, in the advice presented by the commissioners of the Generall Assembly, July

6, 1643, unto the Convention of Estates, expressing, as one remedie of the present

dangers of this Church and kingdome, their earnest desire of renewing the league

and association with England, for the defence of religion against the common eneniie,

and of further extending the same against Prelacie and Popish ceremonies, for uni-

formity in externall worship, and church government. And we hope that the same
God who hath put these desires into the hearts of both kingdomes, will make use of

this present opportunity to knit them both to himself and each other in a most strict

and durable union, and thereby the more firmly to establish truth and peace in both

nations. Howsoever, this which we have done, in discharge of our duty, will affoord

the comfort of a good conscience in our greatest distresses, and give us ground to ex-

pect deliverance some way or other, from the manifold wisedome and power of God,
who, though men and means fail, will not cast off his people, nor forsake his inherit-

ance. We have onely this to adde further, that we are commanded by both Houses

to let this reverend Assembly know, that it is their earnest desire, that what other

propositions may be thought fit to be added and concluded by this Assembly, whereby
the assistance and union betwixt the two nations may be made more beneficiall and
effectuall for the securing of religion and libertie, should be offered to uSj and taken

to our speedy consideration.

William Bond, Seer. Com.

August 15, 1643.

The Paper before mentioned delivered, August 12, to the Convention, and this day to the

Assembly.

We, the Commissioners appointed by both Houses of the Parliament of England,

are, by our instructions, commanded to put their brethren of Scotland in minde, that

the Popish and Prelaticall faction that began with them about the year 1638 and
1639, and then intended to make way to the mine of the kingdome of England by
theirs, have not abated any part of their malice toward the nation and Church of

Scotland, nor are at all departed from tbeirdesigneof corrupting and altering rehgion

through the whole Hand, though they have inverted the manner of their proceeding,

conceiving now that they have an easier way to destroy them, if they may first pre-

vail over the Parliament and kingdome of England. In which respect it is the desire

of both Houses that the two nations may be strictly united, for their niutuall defence,

against the Papists and Prelaticall faction, and their adherents in both kingdomes,
and not to lay down arms till those their implacable enemies shall be disarmed, and
subjected to the authority and justice of Parliament in both kingdomes respcctiveh'.

And as an eftectuall mean hereunto, the}' desire their brethren of Scotland to raise a

considerable force of horse and foot for their aide and assistance, to be forthwith sent

gainst the Papists, Prelaticall faction, and Malignants, now in arms in the kingdome
of England.

And for the better encouragement of the kingdome of Scotland to this necessary

and so much desired union, we are, by both Houses of Parliament, authorized to assure

their brethren, that if they shall be annoyed or endangered by anv force or army, either

from England or any other place, the Lords and Commons of England will assist

them with a proportionable strength of horse and foot to what their brethren shall

ow affoord them, to be sent into Scotland for the defence of that kingdome. And
:hey will maintain a guard of ships at their own charge upon the coast of Scotland,

for the securing of that kingdome from the invasion of Irish rebells or other enemies,

'uring such time as the Scotish army shall be employed in the defence of the king-

ome of England. And to the end that nothing might be wanting in the Parliament

,nd kingdome of England to facilitate this work, (wherein the true reformed religion,

ot onely in these two kingdomes, but throughout all Europe, is so highly concerned,)

L
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we are farther authorized to consider with their brethren, the Estates and kinsdome
of Scotland, of what other articles or propositions are fit to be added and concluded,

whereby this assistance and union betwixt the two nations may be made more bene-

ficiall and effectuall for the securitie of religion and libertie in both kingdomes.

All which being taken into the serious and Christian consideration of the Right

Honourable the Lords and others of the Convention of the Estates of Scotland, we
hope there will not need many arguments to perswade and excite them to give their

consent, and that with all convenient speed, to these desires of both Houses of the Par-

liament of England ; seeing now they have so fully declared, as by what they have done
already, so, by what they are yet desirous to do, that the true state of this cause and
quarrel! is religion, in the reformation whereof they are and have been so forward

and zealous, as that there is not any thing expressed unto them by their brethren of

Scotland, in their former or latter declarations, which they have not seriously taken

to heart, and seriously endeavoured to effect, (notwithstanding the subtle, malicious,

and industrious oppositions,) that so the two kingdomes might be brought into a near

conjunction in one form of Church government, one Directoric of Worship, one Ca-

techisme, &c., and the foundation laid of the utter extirpation of Popery' and Prelacie

out of both kingdomes ; the most readie and effectuall means whereunto is now
conceived to be, that both nations enter into a strict imion and league, according to

the desires of the two Houses of Parliament.

And to induce the perswasion of this, (if there were cause,) we might observe, that,

in the many declarations made by the Generall Assembly or States of Scotland to

their brethren of England, there have been sundry expressions, manifesting the great

necessitie that both kingdomes, for the securitie of their religion and liberties, should

joyn in this strict union against the Papists, Prelats, and their adherents—as also in

the endeavour of a near conjunction between the Churches of both nations ; the

apprehension and foresight of which hath caused the Popish and Prelaticall faction,

in forreigne parts as well as in his Majesties dominions, strictly and powerfully toj

combine themselves to the hinderance of this so necessary work, and the universalll

suppression of the true Protestant religion in Europe ; a course not much different!

from that which they took in the year 1585, when the wisedome and zeal of this na-

tion to counter-myne so wicked a conspiracie, and from the due sense of the mutualll

interest of these two kingdomes, in rehgion and libertie, found a necessity of entringi

into a league of this nature, as well considering that thereby no lesse safetie mightl

be expected to both nations then danger by forbearing the same. And though wel
doubt not but in so necessary and so good a work many difficulties may arise to in-f

terrupt and retard the same, yet we are as confident, that the heartie and brotherlyl

affection of this nation to the Parliament and kingdomc of England will easily break!

through them ; and the rather because, in the like cases of ditficultie and danger, notj

only at the time of the league above mentioned, but before, and likewise since, when
any opportunity hath offered it self particularly, during the sitting of this present Par-I

liament, the kingdome of England hath been very forward and ready to lay to hear

the dangers of the kingdome of Scotland as their own, and to decline no means within

the reach of their power for the redresse or prevention of the same.

William Bond, Seer. Com.

August 12, 1643.

Sess. 13, August 16, 1643

—

Recommendation to Presbyteries and Universities anerm

Students that have ike Irish Language.

The Assembly, considering the lamentable condition of the people in the High
lands, where there are many that gets not the benefite of the Word, in respect ther

are very few preachers that can speak the Irish language ; do, for remeid thereof
think good, that young students who have the Irish tongue be trained up at coll

ledges in letters, especially in the studies of divinitie ; and, to this effect, recommend tff

presbyteries and universities to preferre any hopeful! students that have the language
aforesaid to bursaries, that they, by their studies, in processe of time, attaining to
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knowledge, and being enabled for the Mlnisterie, may be sent forth for preaching the

Gospel in these Highland parts, as occasions shall require.

Sess. 14, August 17, 1643 The Letter from the Assemhly of Divines in the

Kingdome ofEngland.

To the Right Reverend the Gcnerall Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Right Reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ,

We, the Assembly of Divines, and others, called, and now sitting by authority of

both Houses of Parliament, to be consulted by them in matters of religion, have

received from the Honourable House of Commons a speciall order, (dated the 3d of

this instant August,) recommending it to us to write a Letter to the Generall As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland, taking notice of the pious and good expeditions

to this Church and State, certified in the late answer of the Commissioners of the

Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, from their meeting at Edinburgh, the

17th of July 1643. And, further, to desire them to possesse the people of that king-

dome with our condition, and to encourage them to our assistance in this cause of

religion. And having, with that order, received and read the said answer directed

to the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of England, we cannot sufficiently ex-

presse the great content and comfort unto which it hath raised us in the midst of

the sad and calamitous condition under which we lie.

It is no small refreshing to our mourning spirits to finde, that yet our God hath

not left us wholly comfortlesse, nor cast us so far out of his sight, as having made
us sick with smiting, that should be verified of us, " Lover and fi-iend hast thou put

far from us," and that no man should turn aside to ask how we do ; but that we finde

so many of the churches of Christ, and, above them all, our dearest brethren of

Scotland, so far to take to heart our extremities, as to sit in the dust with us, and so

to look upon our adversities, as being themselves also in the body.

And, as we cannot render thanks sufficient unto our God, for remembring such
mercie in the midst of so much wrath, so we embrace, with all chearfulnesse, this

opportunitie of thankfull acknowledgement of the great debt which your love doth
continually lay upon not us alone, but upon this whole kingdome, in the free and
full expressions of your care, piety, and zeal, and of like affections of that whole
nation, to assist and concurre with the Parliament here, by all good and lawful!

means, for settling of religion in godly unity and uniformitie throughout all his

Majestie's dominions, against all the designes, power, and malice, of bloudie Papists

and the Prelaticall faction, with all their malignant adherents, the common enemies
of reformation, truth, and peace.

We are likewise much ingadged to the great vigilancie and travels of the honour-
able Convention of the Estates of Scotland, in contributing their brotherly advice,

and for their readinesse to give assistance for recovering and settling the peace of

this kingdome, against the devices, power, and practices of the enemies oi' religion

and the puljlick good, whereof some hints are given in that answer, and of which,

we doubt not, but the Honourable Houses of Parliament will be so sensible as. to

give such a return as becomes them ; for they, better knowing than we do the

depth of the evils under which this nation now groaneth, and the further dangers
imminent, will be more able to value and improve the great affection and wisedome
of their brethren, in points of so high and generall concernemcnt, for the safetie

land glory of the King's Majestic, and of all his kingdomes, and are more fit to take

jnotice of advices of that kinde in reference to the civil state ; which, therefore, we
[wholly leave with them.

But as for the many prudent, pious, and seasonable admonitions which concerne
)ur Assembly, the good Lord reward (fur we cannot) seven fold into your bosomes
ill the good, which you have laboured to procure unto the house of our God ; and
'jlessed be his name, who hath put such a thing as this into the hearts of our Parlia-

lent, to cleanse the House of the Lord of all the uncleannesse that is in it, by im-
)urc doctrine, worship, or discipline.
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Nor can we, in the depth of all our sufferings and sorrows, withhold our hearts

from rejoycing in the wonderful goodnes of God toward this kingdome, in that he

hath let us see the gracious fruit of your effectuall prayers and teares, as well

as of our own endeavours this way, in bringing together this Assembly, although

in a very troublous time, whereby we may have better opportunity more fully to

poure out our soules jointly and together to our God, for healing of this now miser-

able Church and nation ; to consider throughly for what more especially the land

mourneth ; and how we may be most usefull to our great God and Master, Jesus

Christ—in contributing somewhat to the vindicating of his precious truth, many
wayes corrupted, through the craft of men, that have lyen in wait to deceive—in the

seeking out of a right way of worshipping our God, according to his own heart—in

promoting the power of godlinesse in the hearts and lives of all his people, and in

laying forth such a discipline as may be most agreeable to God's holy Word, and
most apt to procure and preserve the peace of this Church at home, and nearer agree-

ment with the Church of Scotland, (highly honoured by us,) and other the best re-

formed churches abroad, that so, to the utmost of our power, we may exalt him
that is the only Lord over the Church, his own house, in all his offices, and present

this Church as a chast virgin unto Christ.

It is a timely and savourie prayer which you have put up at the throne of grace,

touching the due managing of the proceedings in this Assembly, and that with straight

intentions we may all seek the truth in everything, which, by the blessing of God
upon our labours, must needs produce all those Ijlessings which your worthie commis-
sioners mention. And now, for your comfort as well as our own encouragement, we
desire you to take notice of the gracious answer of the God that heareth prayer unto

your fervent cryes. For beside our own particular addresses and secret vows to our

God to be faithfull, (with disdain of all baits of avarice and ambition,) it hath pleased

the Divine Providence so to direct both the Honourable Houses of Parliament, to

take care of preventing all obliquitie in our proceedings, and to stop the mouthes of

all that watch for their and our baitings, and are apt maliciously to traduce both, (as

if we were so restrained b}' them in our votes and resolutions, as to be bound up to

the sense of others, and to carry on private designes in a servile way,) that the Houses
have tendered to us, and we have all most readily taken a solemne and serious pro-

testation, in the presence of Almighty God, to maintain nothing in this Assembly,

touching doctrine, but what we are perswadcd in our consciences to be the truth ; nor

in matters of discipline, but what we conceive to conduce most to the glory of

God, and the good and peace of his Church ; which doth not only secure the mem-
bers against fettering of their judgements or votes, but engage them to the use of all

freedome becoming the integrity of conscience, the weight of the cause, the gravitie

and honour of such an Assembly. It is likewise a great consolation, that our God
hath put it into your hearts to designe some godly and learned brethren to put in

their sickles with us into this harvest, which is so great, and requires so many labour-

ers ; for which, as we heartily return thanks, so we earnestly pray the Lord to open

a way to their timely coming hither, and do assure them of all testimonies of respect,

love, and the right hand of fellowship, who shall undertake a journey so tedious, and

now so perillous, to joyne with us in the work, when it shall please the Honourable

Houses of Parliament to invite them thereunto.

It remaines that we should now spread before you our calamities, dangers, and

fears of further evils, not only drawing toward us, but even threatning you also, and

crave your compassionate aids in all wayes becoming the servants of Jesus Christ.

But your commissioners have so fully declared your certain knowledge and deep sense

of them, that they have left us no room for inlarging our selves in this particular to

brethren so full of bowels and zeal. And they have sufficiently intimated unto the

Honourable Houses that you are well aware how often the common enemies of both

kingdomes have consulted together, with one consent, to cut off' both the one and the

other from being a nation ; and that the tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites of

Moab, and the Hagarens, Geball, Ammon, and Amalek, the cursed Papists, and

their implacable and bloudy abettors here, do still retain the same malice, and carry

on the same designe against religion aijd perfect reformation even in your kingdome.
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happily rescued from their former tyrannies, as well as in this of scorched England,

now in the furnace ; only they have varied the scene, pouring out all their fury upon
us at the present : that so having once troden iis under, as mire in the streets, they

may afterward more easily (which God avert) set their proud and impure feet upon
your necks also. Wherefore, with the good leave and favour of the Honourable

Houses of Parliament, we shall now spare the further exciting of you to that which

we doubt not of your forwardnesse, by all lawfull and meet means, to promote with all

your might ; namely, the possessing the good people of that kingdome, (of whose
willing minde and readinesse yon have already given ample testimony,) touching our

condition, and to encourage them to our assistance in this cause of religion.

And now, remembring without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, with all due acknowledgments of the pre-

cious eifects of your prayers, we most humbly and earnestly desire that the same
breathings of the Spirit in you may still continue, and (if possible) more frequently

and fervently ascend to your God and our God, not only for removall of outward pres-

sures and the visitation of the sword, that hath already learned to eat much of our

flesh, but also for the speciall assistance and protection of the Father of lights, in this

great work unto which we are now called, and wherein we already finde many and
potent adversaries; that seeing the plummet is now in the hands of our Zerubbabels,

all mountaines may become plains, and they may bring forth the capstone of the

Lord's house with shouting, crying, Grace, grace unto it ; and that how weak and
contemptible builders soever we be, the Lord would enable us to build with them,

that none may have cause to despise the day of our small beginnings, nor to stop our

progresse in the work which he hath given us to do. And as for us, who cannot but

take notice of the extraordinary employments unto which you are called in your
great Assembly, now also sitting, God forbid that we should sin against the Lord, in

ceasing to pray for you, that the Lord may enable you to be wise master-builders,

preserve your peace alwayes by all means, and make you stedfast, munoveable,

alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord, to the praise of the glory of his grace,

and to the further benefit and comfort of the whole Church of God, but more espe-

cially of this our afflicted ark, now wasted into the midst of a sea of miseries, and
tossed with tempests, untill our wise and gracious God, by the furtherance of your
prayers and brotherly endeavours, shall cause it to rest upon the mountains of Ararat,

which may take away our fears, as well as put an end to our present sufferings, and
give you to rejoyce with us, that now mourn for us.

Subscribed by your most loving brethren, highly prysing the graces of God in

you, and that are your servants for Jesus' sake, in the name of the whole
Assembly.

William Tuisse, Prolocutor,

John White, Assessor,

Cornelius Burges, Assessor, ) of the Assembly.

Henry Roborough, \ o •;

Adoniram Byfield, J
''^ ^^'

Westminster, Attaust 4, 1643.

The Result of the Debates and Consultations of the Committees of the Convention of

^ Estates and Generall Assembly, appointed to meet with the Commissioners of the Par-

liament of England.

August 17, 1643.

The Committees of the Convention of Estates of Scodand, and of the Generall

Assembly, being appointed to meet with the Commissioners of the two Houses of the

Parliament of England, upon the papers delivered in by the said commissioners unto

the Convention of Estates, and unto the Generall Assembly, upon the 12th and 15th

of this instant, 1643, concerning the desires of both Houses for a near and strict union

to be entered into by the two kingdomes. And it being declared at the said meeting

with what sensible affections the Generall Assembly and Convention did receive the
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desires above mentioned, and how beneficiall it would be for the more firme settle-

ment of the said union, that a Covenant should be entred into by both nations ; and
this forme thereof being by all the foresaid persons taken into most serious debate

and consideration, and agreed unto; it was thereupon resolved by them, that it should

be presented to the Generall Assembly, to the (Convention of Estates of Scotland, and
to the two Houses of the Parliament of England, by their respective committees and

commissioners, that it might with all speed receive their respective resolutions.

(Subscribed) Ja. Pruierose.
A. Ker.
William Bond, Sec. Com.

The League and Covenant above mentioned, being sent with the Commissioners

of this Assembly to the Parliament of England, and Assembly of Divines in

that kingdome, to be received and approven there, is to be printed at the re-

turn thereof.

Approbation of the League and Covenant above mentioned.* J

The Assembly, having recommended unto a committee appointed by them to joyne

with the Committee of the Honourable Convention of Estates, and the Commis-
sioners of the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of England, for bringing the

kingdomes to a more near conjunction and union, received from the aforesaid com-
mittees the Covenant above mentioned, as the result of their consultations ; and having

taken the same, as a matter of so publick concernment and of so deep importance

doth require, unto their gravest consideration, did, with all their hearts, and with the

beginnings of the feelings of that joy which they did finde in so great measure upon
the renovation of the Nationall Covenant of this Kirk and kingdome. All with one

voice approve and embrace the same, as the most powerfuU meane, by the blessing of

God, for settling and preserving the true Protestant religion, with perfect peace in his

Majestie's dominions, and propagating the same to other nations, and for establishing

his Majestie's throne to all ages and generations : and, therefore, with their best affec-

tions, recommend the same to the Honourable Convention of Estates, that being ex-

amined and approved by them, it may be sent with all diligence to the kingdome of

England ; that being received and approven there, the same may be, with publick hu-

miliation, and all religious and answerable solemnitie, sworn and subscribed by all

true professours of the reformed religion, and all his Majestie's good subjects in both

kingdomes.

Sess. Ult., August 19, 1643.— The Axsemhlie's huinhle desires to his Majestie anent the

Lists for Presentations, vnth a Recommendation to Presbyteries.

The Assembly, considering the difficultie of obtaining six able and well qualified

persons, to be put into a list to his Majestie, for every vaiking kirk at his Majestie's pre-

sentation : Therefore, do most earnestly recommend to his Majestie's Commissioner

to represent their humble desires to his Majestie, that he would be pleased to accept

of a list of three ; as also, conform to the desire of the last Assembly at St Andrews,

that his Majestie would be pleased to accept of any one qualified man who shall be

able to speak the Irish language, for kirks vaiking in the Highlands ; which the Com-
missioner's Grace promised to do with the first conveniencie.

And withall, his Grace representing to the Assembly that he conceived his Majes-

tie had already done more, and yet would do more, for satisfaction to the desires of

this Kirk anent patronages, nor any other patron—and, therefore, that it were con-

venient that all other patrons were earnestly desired to follow his Majestie's example

—

and the Assembly, thinking it very necessary that some generall course were set

down for providing and planting of vaiking kirks, whereby all occasions of contests

and differences amongst patrons, presbyteries, and paroches may be removed : There-

fore, the Assembly recommend to every Presbyterie to consult and advise upon the

* The League and Covenant here referred to was drawn up by Mr Alexander Henderson.

—

Ed. 1643.
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best wayes and means for effectuating hereof, and to report the results of their con-

suhations hereintill to the next Assembly.

[Here follow, in the old edition, certain " Overtui'es anent Witchcraft and
Charming," &c.]

Commission for Ministers to go to Ireland.

The Generall Assembly, having received a Petition, subscribed by a very great
number in the North of Ireland, intimating their deplorable condition, through want
of the ministery of the Gospel, occasioned by the tyrannic of the prelats, and the
sword of the rebels, and desiring some ministers, especially such as had been
chased from them by the persecution of the prelats, and some others to be added,
either to be sent presently over to reside among them, or declared transportable,
that upon invitation from them they might go and settle there ; together with a
letter from the Vicount of Airds to that same effect: All which the Assembly hath
taken to their serious consideration, being most heartily willing to sympathize with
every member of Christ his body, although never so remote, much more with that
plantation there, which, for the most part, was a branch of the Lord his vine planted
in this land. In which solicitude, as they would be loath to usurpe without their
own bounds, or stretch themselves beyond their own measure, so they dare not be
wanting to the inlargement of Christ's kingdoms, where so loud a cry of so extreme
necessity could not but stir up the bowels of Christian compassion. And although
they conceive that the present unsettled condition both of Church and State in that
land will not suffer them (as yet) to loose any, to make any constant abode there, yet
they have resolved to send over some for the present exigent, till the next Generall
Assembly, by courses, to stay three raoneth allanerly. And, therefore, do hereby
authorize and give commission to the persons following, to wit, Master William Cock-
burne, minister at Kirkmichell, and Master Matthew Mackaill, minister at Carmanoch,
for the first three raoneths, beginning upon the 8 of September next ; Master George
Hutchison, minister at Calmonell, and Master Hugh Henderson, minister at Dairy,
for the next three moneths, beginning the 8 of December; Master William Adair,
minister at Air, and Master John Weir, minister at Dalserfe, for the third three
moneths, beginning the 8 of March 1644; and Master James Hamilton, minister at
Dumfreis, and Master John Macclellane, minister at Kirkubright, for the last three
moneths, beginning the 8 of June, the said year, 1644 ; to repair unto the North of
Ireland, and there to visit, instruct, comfort, and encourage the scattered flocks of
Christ

;
to employ themselves to their uttermost, with all faithfulnesse and single-

nesse of heart, in planting and watering, according to the direction of Jesus Christ,
and according to the doctrine and discipline of this Kirk in all things. And, if need
be, (with the concurrence of such of the ministers as are there,) to try and ordain
such as shall be found qualified for the ministery

; giving charge unto the persons
foresaids, in the sight of God, that in doctrine, in worship, in discipline, and in their
daily conversation, they study to approve themselves as the ministers ofJesus Christ,
and that they be countable to the Generall Assembly of this Kirk in all things. And
in case of any of the above mentioned ministers be impeded by sicknes, or other-
wayes necessarily detained from this service, the Assemblv ordaines the commission-
cers residing at Edinburgh for the publick affairs of the Kirk, to nominate in their
place well qualified men, who hereby are authorized to undertake the foresaid im-
ployment, as if they had been expresly nominate in the face of the Assembly.
And this, although possibly it shall not fully satisfie the large expectation of their
brethren in Ireland, yet the Assembly is confident they will take in good part at this
time that which is judged most convenient for the present condition, even a mite
out of their own not very great plentie to supply the present necessity ; requiring
of them no other recompence but that they, in all cheerfulnesse, may embrace and
make use of the message of salvation, and promising to inlarge their indebted bountie
at the next Assembly, as they shall finde the work of the Lord there to require. In
the mean while, wishing that these who are sent may come with the full blessing of
the Gospel of peace, recommends them, their labours, and these to whom they'^are
sent, to the rich blessing of the great Sheepherd of the flock.

I
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Act against Ministers hauntijig ivith Excommunicate Persons.

If any minister haunt the company of an excommunicate person, contrair to the

lawes of this Kirk, the said minister, for the first fault, shall be suspended from his

ministerie by his Presbyterie during their pleasure ; and for the second fault be de-

prived. And in case the Presbyteries be negligent herein, the Provinciall Assembly

shall censure the Presbyterie thus negligent.

Act anent an Order for using Civill Execution against Excommunicate Persons.

The Assembly, taking to their consideration an article in the heads and propositions

sent to the Assembly held at Edinburgh, in August 1573, by the Lord Regent's

Grace, and allowed by that Assembly, whereof the tenour followes : " It is resolved

that the executions of the sentence of excommunication against persons excommuni-

cate, after the space of fourtie dayes past, shall be presented to the Lord Thesaurer,

or his clerk, who thereupon shall raise letters, by deliverance of the Lords of Ses-

sion, to charge the persons excommunicate to satisfie the Kirk, and obtain them-

selves absolved, under the pain of rebellion ; and, in case they passe to the home,

to cause their escheits be taken up, and also to raise and cause execute letters of

caption against them ; and these to be done at the King's Majestie's charges :" do

ratifie and approve the said article. And, farther, that the intention of the said

article may be the better effectuate, doth also ordain, that every Presbyterie cause

send to the Procurator or Agent of the Kirk the foresaid execution, that is, an mi-

nute or note of the sentences of excommunication within their bounds, bearing the

time and cause thereof; and that under the hands of the Moderatour or clerk of the

Presbyterie, or of the minister who pronounced the sentence ; that the samine may
be delivered to his Majestie's Thesaurer, Advocate, or Agent, to cause letters of

horning and caption be raised and execute, and other diligence to be used against

the excommunicat persons in manner foresaid, and that all other civill action and

diligence may be used against them warranted and provided by Acts of Parliament

or Secret Councell made thereanent : And that particular account be craved hereof

in every Generall Assembly.

To the King's Most Excellent Majestie, the humble Answer of the Nationall Assembly of
the Kirk of Scotland.*

Although the many and ample testimonies of your Majestie's royall favour and

bountie towards this Kirk and kingdome, be living and lasting monuments to hold

all your Majestie's good subjects, and us most of all, in remembrance of that duty

which we owe to your Majestic, our great benefactour, never, by any length of time,

to be deleted out of our minds
; yet, when we remember even of conscience we owe

honour and subjection unto your Majestic, as our dread soveraigne, as well in your

Majestie's absence as presence, we finde our obligation to be religious, and thereby

much increased ; and, therefore, have we at this time, in all our consultations and

conclusions, of which some have been of more than ordinary weight and concern-

ment, in answer to certain propositions made unto us by the Commissioners of the

Houses of Parliament of your Majestie's kingdome of England, and some reverend

divines assisting them, fixed our eyes and thoughts upon your Majestie's honour and

happinesse, with no other and with no lesse intention, than if we had been honoured

by your Majestie's royall person in our Assembly. And in like manner, have given

such instructions to some ministers and others, to be sent unto the Assembly of Di-

vines now in England, as, next unto the honour of God, and the good of religion,

may most ser\'e for your Majestie's preservation, and the peace of your kingdomes

;

concerning which, the commissioners of the last Generall Assembly have so fully

exprest their humble thoughts and desires, in their supplication and remonstrance sent

unto your Majestic, that we need not adde any thing, and your Majestie's times and

affairs forbid all repetition. We do onely, in all humilitie, beseech your Majestic to

judge of us and our proceedings by the nature and necessity of our vocation, and the

* This Answer was drawn up by Mr Henderson.

—

Ed. 1843.
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rules prescribed in the Word of God for our direction, and not by uncertain rumours,

and ungrounded reports of such men as have not the fear of God before their eyes.

And do earnestly pray to God Almighty, in whose hands are the hearts of kings, to

incline your Majestie's heart to the counsells of truth and peace, to direct your

government for the good of your people, the punishment of malefactours, and praise

of well-doers ; that this fire of unnaturall and unchristian warre being extinguished,

the people of God, your Majestie's good subjects, may lead a quiet and peaceable life,

in all godlinesse and honestie.

The Answer of the Generall Assembly of the Church of Scotland to the Declaration of
the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of England*

The Generall Assembly of the Church of Scotland, having received a declaration

from the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of England, by their committees and
commissioners now residing here, have thought good to make knowne unto the

Lords and Commons in Parliament, that all the members of this Assembly, and others

well-affected here, do, with most thankfuU respects, take speciall notice of the expres-

sions which they have been pleased to make in the aforenamed declaration, not only
concerning their approbation of the desires and endeavours of the Generall Assembly
of this Kirk for the reformation of the Church of England, and the union of both
Cliurches in religion and church government, but also concerning the resolution of
both Houses, fully to coucurre with them in these pious intentions. With the same
ih.inkfulnesse and due reverence, they acknowledge the high respects expressed to-

wards them by both Houses, in directing unto them their committees and commis-
sioners, assisted by two reverend divines, and in desiring some of the godly and
learned of this Kirk to be sent unto the Assembly sitting there.

The Assembly doth blesse the Lord, who hath not only inspired the Houses of
ParUament with desires and resolutions of the reformation of religion, but hath ad-
vanced, by severall steps and degrees, that blessed work ; by which, as tliey shall

most approve themselves to the reformed churches abroad, and to their brethren of
Scotland, so shall they most powerfully draw, even from heaven, the blessings of pros-

perity and peace upon England. And as it is the earnest wish of their brethren here,

that the true state and ground of the present difference and controversies in England
may be more and more cleared to be concerning religion, and that both Houses may
uncessantly prosecute that good work, first and al)ove all other matters, giving no
sleep to their eyes, nor slumber to their eyelids, until they finde out a place for

the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob, whose favour alone can make
their mountain strong, and whose presence in his own ordinances shall be their glory
in the midst of them ; so it is our confidence, that the begun reformation is of God,
and not of man ; that it shall increase, and not decrease ; and that he to whom
nothing is too hard, who can make mountaines valleyes, crooked things straight, and
rough wayes smooth, shall lead along and make perfect this most wonderfull work,
which shall be remembred to his glory in the Church throughout all generations.

And lest, through any defect upon the Generall Assemblie's part, the work of re-

Formation (which hitherto, to the great grief of all the godly, hath moved so slowly)

should be any more retarded or interrupted, they have, according to the renewed de-
sires of both Houses of Parliament, and their own former promises, nominated and
•lected Mr Alexander Henderson, Mr Robert Douglas, Mr Samuel Rutherfoord, Mr
obert Bailzie, Mr George Gillespie, ministers of God's Word ; and John Earle of
assills, John Lord Maitland, and Sir Archbald Johnstoun of Waristoun, ruling

Iders, all of them men much approved here ; with commission and power to them,
ir any three of them, whereof two shall be ministers, to repair imto the Assembly of
)ivincs and others of the Church of England, now sitting at Westminster, to pro-
round, consult, treat, and conclude with them, and with any committees deputed by
he Houses of Parliament, (if it shall seeme good to the Honourable Houses, in their

visedome, to depute any for that end,) in ail such things as may conduce to the utter

(Xtirpation of Popery, Prelacie, heresie, schisme, superstition, and idolatrie—and for

he setling of the so much desired union of this whole island in one forme of church
;overnment, one Confession of Faith, one common Catechisme, and one Directorie for

• Written by Mr Henderson Ed- 1843.

H



90 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1643.

the Worship of God, according to the instructions which they have received, or shall J
receive from the commissioners of the Generall Assembly, appointed to meet at Edin-

l

burgh from time to time, with the Assemblie's power for that end. And as the Ge-
nerall Assembly doth most gladly and afFectionatly receive, and fully trust the com-
mittees and divines sent hither, so do tliey hereby commend the aforenamed com-
missioners, not only to the like aflcction and trust of the Assembly there, but also to

the favour and protection of both Houses of Parhament.
And, for the further satisfaction and encouragement of their brethren in England,

the whole Assembly, in their own name, and in name of all the particular churches i

this king-dome whom they represent, do hereby declare. That from their zeal to the
glory of God and propagation of the Gospell, from their affection to the happinesse
of their native King, and of the kingdome of England, and from the sense of their

own interest in the common dangers of religion, peace, and libertie, they are most
willing and ready to be united and associated with their brethren in a nearer League
and Solemne Covenant, for the maintenance of the truly reformed Protestant reli-

gion against Popery and Prelacie, and against all Popish and prelaticall corruptions

in doctrine, discipline, worship, or church government, and for the settling and hold-

ing fast of unity and uniformity betwixt the kirks of this island and with the best re

formed churches beyond sea. Which union and covenant shall, with God's assist-

ance, be seconded by their co-operating with their brethren in the use of the best an
most effectuall meanes that may serve for so good ends ; for the more speedy effectu-

ating whereof, to the comfort and inlargement of their distressed brethren, (whosi

hope deferred might make their hearts to faint,) the whole Assembly, with great

unanimity ofjudgement and expressions of much affection, have approved (for thei:

part) such a draught and forme of a mutuall League and Covenant betwixt the king-

domes as was the result of the joint debates and consultations of the comraissioneri

from both Houses, assisted by the two reverend divines, and of the committees de-

puted from the Convention of the Estates of this kingdome, and from the Generall

Assembly : Expecting and wishing the like approbation thereof by the Right Honour-
able the Lords and Commons in Parliament, and by the reverend Assembly there,

that thereafter it may be solemnely sworne and subscribed in both kingdomes, as the

surest and straitest obligation to make both stand and fall together in that cause of

religion and libertie.

As the Estates of this kingdome have often professed, in their former declarations,

the integritie of their intentions against the common enemies of religion and hbertie

in both kingdomes, and their great affection to the brethren in England, by reason of

so many and so near relations, so doubtlesse now, in this time of need, they will not

fail to give reall proof of what before they professed. " A friend loveth at all times,

and a brother is bom for advcrsitie." Neither shall the Assembly, or their commis-
sioners, be wanting in exhorting all others to their duty, or in concurring, so far as

belongeth to their place and vocation, with the Estates now conveened, in any law-

full and possible course which may most conduce to the good of religion and refor-

mation, the honour and happinesse of the King's Majestic, the deliverance of their

brethren of England from their present calamitous condition, and to the perpetuating

of a firme and happy peace betwixt the kingdomes.

The Assemblies Answer to the Right Reverend the Assemhhj of Divines in the

Church of England.*

Right Reverend and dearly beloved.

As the sufferings of Christ abound in you, so our heartie desire to God is, that

your consolations may much more abound by Christ. The perusing of your letter

produced in every one of us such a mixture of affections as were at the laying of

the foundation of the Second Temple, where there was heard both shouting for joy

and weeping aloud. We rejoyced that Christ our Lord had at last in that land

created a new thing, in calling together, not as of Ijefore, a prelaticall convocation,

to be task-masters over the people of the Lord, but an assembly of godly Divines,

minding the things of the Lord, whose hearts are set to purge the defiled house

• Written by Mr R. Blair Ed. 1843. |
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of God ill that land ; yet this our joy was not a little allayed by the consideration

of the sad and deplorable condition of that kingdome, where the high provocations

of so many years, the hellish plots of so many enemies, in a nick of time, have

brought in an inundation of overflowing calamities. We know yon are patiently

bearing the indignation of the Lord, because you have sinned against him, till he

throughly plead your cause, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon, who now
laugh among themselves, while yon are fed with the bread of tears, and get tears to

drink in great measure, being on the mountains, like the doves of the valleyes, all of

you moiu^ning, every one for his iniquitie.

It is now more nor evident to all the Kirks of Christ with what implacable fury

and hellish rage the bloud-thirsty Papists, as Babylon without, and the prelaticall

faction, the children of Edom, within, have adjoyned to themselves many malignant

adherents, of time-serving Atheists, haters of holinesse, rejecters of the yoke of

Christ, (to whom the morning light of reformation is as the shadow of death,) have

begun to swallow up the inheritance of the Lord, and are not easily satisfied, in

making deep and long furrowes on your backs. We cannot say that the loudnesse

of your cry surpasseth the heavinesse of your stroake ; but though " the Lord hath

delivered the men, every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his

king, and they have smitten the land," yet " the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon
the lot of the righteous ;" this cloud shall speedily passe away, and a fair sunshine

shall a])pear.

As tor us, though your extreame calamitie did not threaten the ruine of onr reli-

gion, peace, and liberties, as it doth most evidently, we would hate our selves, if wc
didnotfinde our hearts within us melting with compassion over you; you are engraven
on the tables of our hearts, to live and die with you ; we could desire that our heads
were waters, and our ej'cs a fountain of tears, that we might weep day and night for

the slain of the daughter of the Lord's people ; so calamitous a condition of any of

the Kirks of Christ could not but be very grievous unto us ; how much more shall

not we stoup and fall down in the dust to embrace our dearest brethren of England,

to whom we ai'e tied in so near and tender relations. When we ^^ere but creeping

out of the deep darknesse and bondage of Popery, and were almost crushed with

the fury of forreigne invaders, joyned with intestine enemies, pretending the name
and warrand of authority, as now your oppressours do, then did the Lord, by your
fathers, send us seasonable assistance against that intended and begun bondage,

both of soul and body ; the repayment of which debt the Divine Providence seem-
eth now to require at our hands. And whereas, of late, through our security, we
had fallen into a wofull relapse, and were compassed about with dreadfull dangers on
all hands, while we aymed at the recovery of our former puritie and hbertie, then
we wanted not the large supply of your fervent prayers, and other brotherly assist-

ance of that nation, while those who are now your mahgnant enemies would have

swallowed us up.

These strait bonds of your ancient and late love do so possesse our hearts, that,

when the motions of the Commissioners of the Honourable Houses of Parliament,

and your letters, did challenge our advice and aid for deience of religion and ad-

vancement of reformation, our smoaking desires for a more strict union and uni-

formitie in religion betwixt both the nations did break forth into a vehement
flame, in such sort, as when the draught of a League and Covenant betwixt both

kingdomes for defence of religion, &c., was read in open audience, it was so una-

limously and heartily embraced, with such a torrent of most affectionate expres-

sions, as none but eye or ear witnesses can conceive ; whereof the two reverend

liviiies sent from you to us, being then present, no doubt, will give you an account.

Neither was it so onely with us ; but also the Honourable Convention of Estates

lere, with the like harmony of affectionate expressions, did entertain the same ; so

hat we hope to be read and constant in prosecuting the contents of this covenant.

kVhen wc, in our straits, fled to the Lord, and entred in covenant with him, he
iwned us and our cause, rebuked and dissipated our enemies, and hitherto hath
lelped us, and blessed our enterprises with successc from heaven, notwithstanding

)ur great weakncssc and unworthincsse. We trust in the Lord, that as once it was
uophcsicd of Israel and Judah, so shall Scotland and England become one stick in
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the hand of the Lord ; they shall ask the way to Sion, with their faces thitherward,

saying, " Come, let us joyne our selves to the Lord in a perpetuall covenant, that

shall not be forgotten ;" and so shall it come to passe, that the Lord's Jerusalem in

this island shall be a cup of trembling, and a burthensome stone to all their ene-

mies round about. Though now it be the time of Jacob's trouble, the Lord will

deliver him out of it. Reverend and dear brethren, we conceive your case, and of

all the faithfull in that land, to be no other then of a woman crying, travelling in

birth, and pained till she be delivered. The great red Dragon (under whose stand-

ard the sons of Belial are fighting) is your arch-enemy. This cannot but be a time

of fear and sorrow ; but when the male-childe shall be brought forth, the pain shall

cease, and the sori'ow shall be forgotten. We are very confident in the Lord, that

you wil be faithful to Jesus Christ, in the work committed to you by him, in all his

ordinances, and taking neither foundation, corner-stone, nor any part of the rubbish

of Babell, to build the city that is called, " The Lord is there ;" but, measuring all

with the golden reed of the sanctuary, you may more closely be united to the best

reformed Kirks, in doctrine, worship, and government, that 3'ou may grow up in him
in all things which is the Head, even Christ.

And now, reverend and dear brethren, though we know that you abound in all

gifts and graces, the Spirit of Jesus Christ being plentifully powred out upon you,

yet, according to your desire, and the motion made by the Commissioners of the Ho-
nourable Houses of Parliament, to testifie our hearty sympathie with you in the v?orI

of the Lord, we have nominate and elected some godly and learned of this Church
to repair to your Assembly. We doubt nothing of your hearty embracing them in

the Lord, and their diligent concurrance with you in advancing that great work.

Not onely the common danger we are under, but the conscience of our duty to his

suffering people, layeth bonds on us frequently to present you, and that blessed work
of reformation in your hands, to the throne of grace, that the God of all grace, wh
wiU caU you into his eternall glory by Christ Jesus, after that you have suffered

while, may make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Subscribed, in name of the Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by the

Clerk of the Assembly.

Edinburgh, August 19, 1643.

The Assemblies Answer to the Reverend their beloved Brethren, Ministers in the

Church of England*
«

Reverend and Beloved,

We acknowledge, with thankfulnesse to God, that this is one of the good blessing

bestowed upon our Kirk of late, and a pleasant fruit of our free Assemblies, that a

way is opened for keeping communion with our sister kirks abroad, and correspond-

ence with you, our dear brethren, in whose joy and sorrow we have so near interest,

and whose cause and condition we desire to lay to heart as our own.
All your former letters were most acceptable, and full of refreshment unto us, being

taken as the earnest of a more full and constant fellowship, longed after and hoped

for ; and this your last, although full ofsadnesse and sorrow, yet accounted of us all most

worthy ofour tenderest affection and best respects, both for your cause who sent it, and

for these worthy witnesses which did attest it ; wherein as you have given unto us no

small evidence, not only of your love, but also of trust and friendly respect, by choos-

ing to poure out your grieved souls in our bosome ; so we shall wish, and God willing

endeavour, that you may reaUy finde some measure of brotherly compassion in our

receiving thereof. For these your sad expressions of deep sorrow, being, as you

have given us to conceive, but a part of your complaint, and a lamentation lesse then

the causes doth require, cannot but melt every heart wherein there is any the least

warmnesse of the love of Christ and his saints ; and what childe of the Bridegroom's

chamber can hear the voice of so many friends of the Bridegroom lamenting for the

evils which have befallen Christ's bride in England, in the very night before her ex-

pected espousalls, and not sit down and mourn with them, except his heart be fallen

' Drawn up bj Mr David Dickson,—£</. 1843.

i
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asleep and frozen within him ? This pilifull condition of our sister Church in England

hes matter enouo;h, we contesse, to move, yea, to rend our bowels.

If we should weigh this your heavie grief in the scales of common reason, we be-

hoved either to stand aloof from your plague, as men astonished, or sink down in

heavinesse, and be swallowed up of sorrow ; but when we ponder your sad condition in

the ballance of the sanctuary, we finde that nothing hath as yet befallen unto j'ou, save

that wliich hath been the exercise of the saints in former times, who have been made
to sit down for a while in the shadow of death, before the day of their deliverance.

We (inde nothing but that wliich may be a fit preparation for a comfortable outgate

from all your troubles. What if it was necessary, in the wise dispensation of Almighty

God, that a people in great estimation for wisedome and power, such as England,

should be thus farre humbled as you declare, to the end that your deliverance may
be seen hereafter to be of the Lord, and not of your selves ? What if the Lord would

not draw back his hand from the winc-presse wherein yon now lye, till he should

draw forth from you these pitifull expressions of your low estate, and so provide him-

self witnesses against the day to come, that he may have the greater and purer glory in

your salvation, and your gioriation may be in the Lord alone ? Dear brethren, com-
fort yourselves in the Lord ; this sowing in tears doth promise a reaping in joy, and
who knoweth how soon he will give to you who are mourners in Zion beauty for

ashes, the oyle ofjoy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heavinesse ;

that you may be called the " trees of righteousnesse, the planting of the Lord, that he

may be glorified."

Though weeping be in the evening of this begun reformation and purging of the

Lord's house among you, yet in the morning, when the discovered filthinesse and
sweepings of the temple shall be orderly cast out, joy shall come with thanksgiving

and praise. Though a fire be kindled in the land, yet it is not to consume any of

the mettal ; for the Lord is sitting down as a refiner amongst you, and especially to

purifie the sons of Levi, that he may have a more pure oblation of spirituall worship

and service in all his holy orduiances, throughout all the land, which is no token of

wrath, but of loving-kindnesse towards you. No wonder that Satan doth thus rage,

as you relate, foreseeing his casting out ; no wonder he stirre up all the children of

disobedience, and kindle their naturall malice against the children of God, with the

inspiration of hellish fury ; no wonder the spirit of Antichrist be mad, when the

morseU half swallowed down is like to be pulled out of his throat, the fat morsell of

the rich revenues of England ; no wonder he be cruell against you, the servants of

Christ, who are consuming him by the breath of the Lord's mouth.
You do well to expect no mercy, if Papists and Prelatsp revail over you, neither

desire we to deceive our selves with hopes to be free from what their power and mahce
can do against us ; for they will not do to us, if they get the upper hand, as we have

done, and must do, if God bring them low again under us, as they were before, for

we and they are led by the contrary spirits of Christ and Antichrist. We have laboured,

and must labour, for their conversion, but they (except in so far as God shall bridle

them) will not rest without oiu- destruction ; for their fury against our persons is much
more fierie than our zeal is fervent against their abominations. Let them follow the

spirit of lying and murthering, wee must take us to our refuge, and joyne our selves,

with all that are sensible of the danger of the reformed religion, in prayer and suppli-

cation. " The Lord of hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob is our refuge."

Now for advice, what can we say to you who are upon j'our watch-tower, wherein
is the spirit of wisedome and counsell, who lye thus, as humble disciples, under the

Lord's foot, who did never forsake them that sought him. Go on, in the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ, against all opposition, without fear of whatsoever dangers, to

purge the house of the Lord, to repair the breaches thereof, to set up all his ordi-

nances in their full beautie and perfection, to the uttermost of your power, according

to the pattern of the Word of God, and zeal of the best reformed Kirks ; and let these

two kingdomes be knit together, as one man, in maintaining and proinoving the truth

of the Gospel ; let us enter in a perpetuall covenant, for our selves and our posterity,

to endeavour that all things may be done in the house of God according to his own
will, and let the Lord do with us what seemeth good in his eyes. " Only wait upon

I
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llie Lord, be of p;ood courage, and he shall strengthen your heart." Let your hands
be ever at your Master's work, and hold your faces resolutely to his cause. " Watch
ye, stand fast in the faith, quite your selves like men, be strong ; for ye shall see the

salvation of the Lord," and your labour shall not be in vain.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

by the Clerk of the Assembly.

Commission of the Genei-all Assembly for these that repair to the Kingdome of England.

The Generall Assembly of the Church of Scotland, finding it necessary to send

some godly and learned of this Kirk to the kingdome of England, to the effect under-

written ; therefore, gives full power and commission to Master Alexander Henderson,

Master Robert Douglas, Master Samuel Ruthcrfoord, Master Robert Bailzie, and
Master George Gillespie, ministers ; John Earle of Cassills, John Lord Maitland, and
Sir Archbald Johnstoun of Waristoun, ciders, or any three of them, whereof two shall

be ministers, to repair to the kingdome of England, and there to deliver the declara-

tion sent unto the Parliament of England, and the letter sent unto the Assembly of

Divines now sitting in that kingdome ; and to propone, consult, treat, and conclude

with that Assembly, or any commissioners deputed by them, or any committees or

commissioners deputed by the Houses of Parliament, in all matters which may further

the union of this island in one forme of kirk goverimient, one Confession of Faith,

one Catcchismc, and one Directorie for the Worship of God, according to the instruc-

tions which they have received from the Assembly, or shall receive, from time to time

hereafter, from the commissioners of the Assembly, deputed for that efl'ect. With
power also to them to convey to his ]Majestie the humble answer sent from this As-

sembly to his Majestie's letter, by such occasion as they shall think convenient ; and
suchlike to deliver the Asscmblie's answer to the letter sent from some wel-affected

brethren of the ministery there. And, generally, authorizes them to do all things

which may further the so much desired union and nearest conjunction of the two

Churches of Scotland and England, conform to their instructions aforesaid.

Reference to the Commission anent the Persons designed to repair to the Kingdome of
England.

\

The Assembly having, this day, approven the nomination made by the commissioners

of the late Assembly of persons to repair to the Synod of Divines in England; and

having, of new, elected and nominated all the same persons, except Master Eleazar

Borthwick, who is now with God ; therefore, gives power to the commissioners to

be appointed by this Assembly for the publick affairs of this Kirk to nominate and

appoint any other whom they shall think meet in his place. And, suchlike, the As-

sembly refers to the said commission to consider whether it be convenient to send

now at this present time to the kingdome of England all the persons appointed to go

thither, and to designc the persons whom they think meet to go at this present oc-

casion, to determine the time of their dispatch, and to give unto them their instruc-

tions. And, further, in case of sicknesse or death of any of the persons appointed for

that employment, or in the case of any other necessary impediment of their under-

taking the samiue, gives power to the said commission to nominate others in their

place, if the commission shall finde it convenient.

Commission for the Publick Affairs of this Kirk.

The Generall Assembly, considering the laudable custome of this Kirk in appoint-

ing commissions betwixt Assemblies for the publick affairs of the Kirk, and the com-

mendable practice of the late^Assembly at St Andrews, in appointing their commission

for prosecuting that blessed work, for uniting the Kirks of this island in religion and kirk

government, bv all lawfull and ecclesiastick wayes, for continuance of our own peace

at home, and of the common peace betwixt the two nations, and for other good ends,

as at length is exprest in that commission : And finding that the painfull endeavours
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and proceedings of that commission, unanimously approven in this Assembly, though
they have much advanced that glorious work of unity in religion and government, yet

hes not brought the samine to full perfection and a finall accomplishment : And the

Assembly being now much animate and encouraged to prosecute that work by the

Parliament of England their bills past against Episcopacie, and sundry other cor-

ruptions, and the good hopes of a Solemne Covenant betwixt the nations ; and con-

ceiving that in thir times of danger there may be some occasions for conveening the

Assembly before the time indicted for their next meeting: Therefore, the Assembly,

finding it necessary to appoint a new commission, by these presents, nominates and ap-

points Mr Andrew Ramsay, Mr Alexander Henderson, &c., Sic, to meet at Edinburgh
the 21 day of August next, and upon any other day thereafter, and in any other place,

they shall think good ; and gives and grants unto them, or any fifteen of them, there

being twelve ministers present, full power and commission to consider and performe

what thc}^ finde necessary, by praying and preaching, by supphcating his Majestic and
all the judicatories of this kingdome, by declarations and remonstrances to the Parlia-

ment of England, to the Synod of Divines in that kingdome, by informations, direc-

tions, instructions to, and continuall correspondence with, the commissioners now
designed by this Assembly to go to the Synod of Divines in England, or by any other

lawfuU ecclesiastick wayes, for furtherance of this great work, in the union of this

island in rehgion and kirk government, and for continuance of our own peace at home,
and of the common peace betwixt the nations, and keeping of good correspondence

betwixt the kirks of this island : With power also to them to concurre with the Lords
of Councell, Commissioners of Peace, or with the Honourable Estates, assembled in

Convention or Parliament, or with their committees and commissioners, in prosecuting

this good work at home or abroad, by all ecclesiastick wayes. And, suchlike, witli

power to them to prevent the dangers conteined in the remonstrance presented unto the

Convention of Estates by the commissioners of the late Assembly, in June last, and to

prosecute the remedies of these dangers conteined in another remonstrance presented

by the saids commissioners to the Convention the 6 of July last, by admonitions,

directions, censures, and all other ecclesiastick wayes: And, further, in case their

brethren of England shall agree to the Covenant betwixt the kingdomes, the draught
and frame whereof is now so unanimously approven in this Assembly, gives also unto
the persons foresaid, or the quorum above written, full power and authoritie to com-
mand andenjoj'u the samine to be subscribed and sworn by all the members of this Kirk;
and that in such order and manner, and with such solemnities, as they shall think

convenient for so great and glorious a work ; and to send their directions to Sessions,

Presbytei-ies, and Synods, for execution of their orders thereancnt : And with power
to proceed against any person whatsoever that shall refuse to subscribe and swear the

said Covenant, with all the censures of the Kirk, or to refer the tryall and censures of

such delinquents to Presbyteries or Synods, as they shall think convenient. And,
suchlike, gives unto the persons foresaids power and libertie to call a Generall As-
sembly pro re nata, in case they shall finde the necessity of the Kirk and this great

work to require the same : With full power also to them to give answers, in name of the

Assembly, to all letters sent to the Assembly from the kirks of Holland, Zealand, or any
Dther forraigne reformed kirks: And, further, gives power to them to promove the other

iesires, overtures, and recommendations of this or of any former Assemblies to the

King's Majestic, Parliament, or Convention of Estates, to the Lords of Councell,

session. Exchequer, Commissioners of Parliaments, for Plantation of Kirks, for the

Common Burdens, and for Consen'ing the Peace. And, suchlike, gives as full power
nd commission to them to treat and decerne in any other matters referred, or to be refer-

ed, to them by this Assembly, as if the samine were herein particularly insert. And, ge-

lerally, gives unto the persons foresaids, or the quorum above mentioned, full power and
.uthoritie to do and performe all things which may advance, accomplish, and perfect

'le great work of unity of religion and uniformity of kirk government in all his Ma-
iStie's dominions, and which may be necessary for good order in all the publick af-

,irs of this Kirk, untill the next Assembly, ne quid dctrimenti capiat Ecclesia. With
Is ample power in all matters, particularly or generally above mentioned, as any other

lommission of Generall Assemblies hes had or been in use of before ; they being
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alwayes countable to, and censurable by, the next Generall Assembly, for their pro-

ceedings thereiutill.

The Generall Assembly appoints the meeting of the next Generall Assembly
to be at Edinburgh, the last Wednesday of May, in the year 1644.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, CONVEENED
AT EDINBURGH, 1644.

Die Jovis penult. Mail. Sess. 2.— TTie Letterfrom the Presbyterie with the Army
in England to the Generall Assembly.

Right Reverend,

Havingthe opportunity of the sitting of this Venerable Assembly, we thought our

selves obliged to render some accompt of the estate of our affairs. It hath pleased

the Lord to exercise us since our outcoming with many straits and diflBculties, yet in

the mids thereof he hath wonderfully upheld and caiTied us through. The depth of

his wisedome hath suspended us for a time from any great action, to make us walk

humbly before him, and to keep us in a continuall dependance upon himself: And
yet he hath, by his own power, scattered before us the great Popish army, and much

|

diminished the number thereof, so that they do not now appeare against us in the

fields, that all may learne to trust in God, and not in man. It was farre from our I

thoughts and intentions to have come this length, at that instant when the course ofI

Divine Providence pointed out our way unto us, which led us on, by some long and
j

speedie marches, to joyne with my Lord Fairfax and his sonne their forces. The I

city of York, wherein a swarme of obstinate Papists have taken sanctuary, is blocked

up ; now and then God favoureth us with successe in some enterprises about it, and
wee look for more, if the time be come which he hath appointed for the dehverance

j

of this people.

Our soules do abhorre the treacherous attempts of our disnatured countreymer

that have endeavoured to make their native kingdome a seat of warre, and our boweld

within us are moved to think upon the maine mischiefs, if not tymeously preventedJ

that may follow upon the -unnaturall warres there, like unto these imder which this

kingdome hath groaned for a long time. We have found none more malicious ana

cruell against us than these of our own nation, and we measure those at home by

these here. " Cursed be their rage, for it is fierce ; and their anger, for it is cruell." The
present danger calls upon all to lay out of their hands what ever may hinder theiJ

haste ; as one man to come together for saving the vineyard, that the wilde boares woula

lay waste, and taking the foxes that would destroy the vines. You are, right reve-|

rend, now set upon the highest watch-tower, from whence you may discover the

dangers that threaten on all coasts ; and wee need not put yon in minde to give wam-j

ing to the watchmen in their several stations to rouse up the people from their too

great security, to call them to unfeigned humiliation, and to stirre them up to wrestle

with God by prayer, that hee would preserve truth and peace at home against tha

machinations of maUgnants ; that hee would prepare the people here, and make then

more fit to embrace the intended reformation ; and that hee would command thes^

unnaturall and bloudy warres to cease, that religion and righteousnesse may flourish

through the three dominions. Praying God to send upon you the Spirit of truth, who
may lead you in all truth, we remaine.

Your loving brethren, the Presbyterie of the Scottish Army in England,

Master Robert Douglas, Moderator, in their name.

Middlethorp, Maii 20, 1644.
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The Petition from the Distressed Christians in the North of Ireland.

To the Reverend and Hononrable Moderator and remanent Members of the

Generall Assembly of Scotland, conveened at Edinburgh, in May 1644, The
humble Petition of the Distressed Christians in the North of Ireland,

Humbly sheweth.

That whereas your former enlarged bounty and our present overflowing straits

would require a gratefull acknowledgement of the one, and a serious representation

of the other, our case is such, as neither can be expected at our hands, being stricken

with astonishment, and full of the furic of the Lord. We are these, indeed, who have

seen affliction by the rod of his wrath ; so that it were more fit we had a cottage in

the wildernesse, amongst the owles to mourn out our imbittered spirits, then that by
word or writ we should compeere before any of his {)eople ; although you cannot be

wearied in wel-doing, yet we shall no way think it strange, if now you shall give over

any more cai'e of us, seeing the Lord hath testified against us, and the Almighty hath

afflicted us. Your judgement is with the Lord, and your reward is with God, not

onely for your two years' visiting and watering a barren vineyard, but also for your

zeale and care to have your reformation spred amongst other opprest and borne down
churches, whereof you have given an ample and famous testimony in sending hither

that blessed League and Covenant, which wee much desired and longed for, as, by our

petitions to the Church and State of our native kingdome, is knowne unto you ; which
hath had a wished and gracious successe, by the favour and blessing of God accom-
panying the pains of these to whom the tendering thereof was intrusted by you.

And we, conceiving a chief part of our miserie to consist in our want of opportunilie to

joyne our selves with the people of God in the foresaid League, esteeming our selves

rejected of God, and unfit to be joyned in any comfortable fellowship in the Gospel with

them, when the said League and Covenant was presented to the regiments, wee made
1 bold to lay hold upon the opportunity, (though afflicted abjects,) and cheerfully and
I unanimously joyned our selves thereunto ; that if wee perish in oiu- misery, wee may
i die a covenanted people ; and, if our miserable life be prolonged, we may finde shelter

and refreshment under the shadow thereof in our fierie trials, confidently expecting
I from the Lord, by our neerer conjunction with you than of before, an accomplishment
of what is agreed into the Covenant, which ye bountifully expressed before we were
one with you, to your never-dying commendation. VVc are nothing shaken in our
minds with the odious aspersions of sedition, combination against the King, and over-

throw of municipal laws, &c., (wherewith our Covenant is branded,) nor with the

threats of these who should be comfortable to us in our troubles ; but are the more
encouraged to beleeve that God shall raise up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen,

and repair the breaches thereof; for, since we covenanted with God, and united our

selves together, our dying spirits have revived, and we sing like these who have come
forth from their graves, for God hath had mercy on Jacob : In testimony whereof, he
hath opened the bowels of the churches of Holland, who were strangers to us, and
vet dear brethren, and tender sympathizers with us in our afflictions and sorrows,

who, when these who were left of the sword were in danger to dye by famine, did

plentifully relieve us in our straits, not onely by comfortable encouragements to walk

humbly with God, and wait for him who hides his face from the house of Jacob for

a season ; but also by their rich supply in victuals, and others nccessar for our relief

and comfort, which we humbly desire our Lord to repay seven-fold in their bosome,
and become your supplicants to joyne with us in a gratefull acknowledgement of their

i
lingular favoui's. And upon the heels of these favours, you have continued your un-

Daralelled compassions in keeping your forces, and enabhng them, together with the

)ther forces, for avenging the cruell murders and eifusion of Christian blood in this

and, notwithstanding of your owne nmltiplied difficulties. The Lord hath begun to

lelight into us, and in a day of salvation hath helped us, (so happy are the people who
ire in covenant with God.) We are these (indeed) who may justly be burnt up for

)ur unfruitfulnesse in the dayes of our plenty, and stubbornesse in the daj'es of our
iffliction, which hath brought us so low, that where we once enjoyed a blessed plentv,

N
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we must now beg of the crumbs that fall from your table. Wee cannot dissemble, but,

so farre as we can discern our owne hearts, we would prefeiTC the joyfull sound of

the Gospel to our much wished peace and precious lives. But it may be discerned

your consultations of before have been guided by the Spirit of the Lord ; in that

when wee twice, in our forward hasting desires, begged the present loosing and plant-

ing of some ministers amongst us, you judged it more convenient to supply us by
turnes, as foreseeing that our captivity was likely to endure. Our hopes are so far re-

vived, that we trust to see the day when he shall take the cup of trembling out of

our hands, and put it in the hands of them that afflicted us.

And, therefore, if you account us fellow-partners of the j)urchased inheritance, yet '

again sutFcr our necessitie to plead with you, that as it hath been by the committee

of bils already advised that a competent number of ministers may be gifted to us by
your commission, when they shall see the calling cleared, the same may be granted

as a testimony of your confidence and expectation of our delivery ; and, in the mean
time, some others may be sent by turnes, to keep in the dying lives of above twenty-

foure desolate congregations, who are in danger to perish for want of vision ; and al-

though we do profcsse we count not our selves worthy of such favours, yet as we
have resolved to dye with the cry of hope in oiu' mouthes to the Lord's throne ; so,

in obedience of the use of the means by him appointed, wc stretch out our hearts and
our hands to you for help, and have sent our brother, William Mackenna, merchant at

Belfast, to attend what answer it shall please the Lord, by you, to returne unto

Your distressed Brethren and Supplicants.

Subscribed by very many hands.

Jiinii 3, 1 644, ante meridiem, Sess. 5.

—

Actfor the present Entrie of the neio erected

Preslnjterie at Biggar.

The which day, anent the supplication subscribed and given in to the Generall j
Assembly, by the Ministers and Ruling Elders of the kirks of Biggar, Skirling,*

Brochton, Glenquhome, Kelbocho, Culter, Lamyngtoun, Symontoun, Covingtoun,

Quothquen, Welstoun, and Dolphingtoun, making mention, That the Generall

Assembly at Edinburgh, in August 1643 years, by their act, of the date of the

twelfth day of the samine moneth and year, did, upon good grounds, and after

tryall, and hearing of all parties to the full, erect a Presbyterie seat at Biggar,

to consist of the kirks above written ; and granted to their Presbyterie full power
of jurisdiction, and exerceing discipline, with all other liberties and priviledges

belonging to any other Presbyterie ; but suspended the entrie and possession

of this new erected Presbyterie during the pleasure of the Assembly : And,
therefore, desiring the said Generall Assembly to ordaine and appoint the entrie

and possession of the foresaid Presbyterie at Biggar now presently ; and to de-

clare, that it is their pleasure, that the entrie and possession thereof shall be no

longer suspended, as the supplication proports. Which supplication being read in

audience of the Generall Assembly, and thereafter the commissioners from the

Presbyteries of Lanerk and Peebles, and all others having entrcsse to oppose the

desire foresaid, being publickly called, and the saids commissioners for Peebles and

Lanerk, personally present, being at length heard in what they could say or alledge

therein ; and the said supplication, and desire thereof, with the alledgeances and

objections made against the samine, being taken to consideration by the Assembly,

and they therewith being fully and ripely advised—The Assembly', after removing of

the parties, and after consideration of the premisses, and voycing of the foresaid

desire, ordaines the entrie and possession of the foresaid Presbyterie of Biggar, con-

sisting of the particular kirks above mentioned, to begin now presently ; and ap-

points and ordaines all the Ministers and Ruling Elders of the foresaids kirks above

specified, whereof the said Presbyterie consists, to meet and conveene as a Presby-

terie, with all conveniencie, at the said kirk of Biggar, which is the place and seat

of the samine Presbyterie. And the Assembly refers to the Commissioners to be

appointed by them for the Publick Affairs of the Kirk, to determine to what Synod
this the said new erected Presbyterie shall be subordinate ; as also to prescribe the
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order and solemnities that shall be necessar for entring and possessing the Ministers

and Elders in the said Presbjterie.

Junii 3, 1644, Sess. 6.

—

Act concerning the Declaration subscribed by the Scottish

Lords at Oxford.

The Generall Assembly, having received a copy of a declaration, made and sub-

scribed at Oxford, sent unto them from the Honourable Convention of Estates, and
having seriously considered the tenour thereof, doth finde the same to be a perfidious

band and unnaturall confederacy, to bring this Kirk and kingdome to confusion,

and to be full of blasphemies against the late Solenuie League and Covenant of the

three kingdomcs, of vile aspereions of treason, rebellion, and sedition, most falsly

and impudently imputed to the Estates, and the most faithfull and loyall subjects of

these kingdomes : And, seeing it is incumbent to the Assembly to take notice there-

of, and to stop the course of these malicious intentions, in so farre as concernes them,

declare, that the subscribers of this or the like declaration or band, or any that have

been accessory to the framing, or that has been or shall be accessory to the execu-

tion thereof, desei-ve the highest censure of the Kirk : And, therefore, gives power to

the Commissioners of this Assembly appointed for the Publick Affairs to proceed

against them to the sentence of excommunication, unlcsse they make humble con-

fession of their offence publickly, in such manner and in such places as the Com-
mission shall prescribe ; or, otherwise, to refer the tryall and censure of such delin-

quents to Presbyteries or Synods, as they shall think convenient. And, when the

sentence of excommunication shal be pronounced, discharges Presbyteries or Synods
to relax any from the sentence without the advice of the Generall Assembly or their

commissioners, nisi in extremis. And, in respect of the atrocitie of this fact, the

Assembly, in all humihty, do seriously recommend to the Right Honourable the

Estates of Parliament to take such course as the persons that shall be found guilty

may be excmplarly punished, according to the merit of so unnaturall and impious
an offence : And that some publick note of ignominie be put upon the declaration

and baud it self, if their Honours shall think it meet.

Act against the Rebells in the North and South.

The Generall Assembly, considering the just sentence pronounced against the

principall actors in that rebellion in the North and South, by ordinance of the com-
missioners of the late Assembly, and finding it most necessary that such as assisted

or joyned with them in that impious and unnaturall fact be likewise censured ; there-

fore, ordains Presbyteries and Synods rcspectice to proceed against them with the

lighest censures of the Kirk, if they give not satisfaction by publick repentance ; and,

hen the sentence of excommunication shall be pronounced, the Assemblie discharges

;he said judicatories to relax any of them from the sentence without the advice of the

jenerall Assembly or their commissioners, nisi in extremis ; to whom also the saids

resbyteries and Synods shall be answerable for their diligence in the premisses, as

hey shall be required. And the Assembly doth humbly recommend to the Honour-
ible Estates of Parliament to take such course as the persons that shall be found
[uiltj .may be excmplarly punished, according to the merit and degree of their offence.

Act against Secret Disaffecters of the Covenant.-

The Generall Assembly, understanding that divers persons disaffected to the Na-
onall Covenant of this Kirk, and to the Solemne League and Covenant of the three
ingdoms, do escape their just censure, either by their private and unconstant abode
Q any one congregation, or by secret conveyance of their malignant speeches and
iractises

; therefore, ordains all ministers to take speciall notice when any such persons
hall come within their paroches, and, so soon as they shall know the same, that wiih-
ut delay they cause warn them to appear before the Presljyterics within which their
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paroches lyes, or before the Commissioners of tliis Assembly appointed for Publick
Affairs, as they shall finde most convenient ; which warning the Assembly declares

shall be a sufficient citation unto them ; and, als, that all ministers and elders delate

to the saids judicatories, respective, every such disaffected person, although without

their own paroch, so soon as they shall hear and be informed of them. And the As-
sembly ordains the said commissioners not only to proceed to tryal and censure of

such disaffected persons, but also to take a special account of the diligence of mini-

sters, elders, and presbyteries herein, respective.

Act for sending Ministers to the Aj-mie.

The Assembly, understanding that ministers are not duly sent forth to the regi-

ments of the army, neither such as arc sent duly relieved, which neglect falleth out

oftimes by reason of questions among Presbyteries interessed in the regiments ; there-

fore, for remedy hereof, thinks it convenient that this order be keeped hereafter :—That
a list be made of three ministers by the colonels, or in their absence the chief officers

of every regiment, with advice and consent of the Presbyterie at the army, and sent

to Presbyteries here, or, if the list be of ministers in divers Presbyteries, to the com-
missioners of the General Assembly, that they may appoint one out of that list to be

sent to the regiment, to attend them for performing ministeriall duties three moneths

;

and that the relief of ministers already sent, or to be sent hereafter, shall be in the

same manner. And the Assembly ordains ministers who shall be tlms appointed by
Presbyteries, or the commissioners of the Assembly, respective, to repair to the armie

with all diligence, under the paine of suspension ; and humbly recommends to the

Honourable Estates of Parliament to provide some way whereby these ministers may
have due and ready payment of their allowance, from the time of their going from

their charges here. And it is declared, that this order shall be also keeped for sending

forth of ministers to the regiments in the second expedition.

Renovation of the Commission for the Publick Affairs of the Kirk.

The Generall Assembly, considering that the Commissioners appointed by the lasl

Assembly, upon the ninteenth day of August 1643 years, the last session thereof, t(

sit at Edinburgh for the Publick Affairs of the Kirk, have not yet fully jjerfected thai

great work for unitie of religion and uniformitic of kirk government in his Majestie'i

dominions ; and that now, in respect of the present condition of affairs in this king

dome, their proceedings cannot be examined at this time ; therefore, finding it nece»

sar that the said commission be renewed unto the commissioners therein mentioned
and to the persons after named, now thought fit to be added, for the better expediting

of the businesse, do hereby appoint the persons particularly nominate in the said com'

mission, viz.. Masters Andrew Ramsay, &c., &c.,* to meet at Edinburgh upon the fiftl

day of this instant moneth of June, and upon the last Wednesday of August next, th(

last Wednesday of November next, and upon the last Wednesday of February next

and upon any other day, or in any other place, they shal think meet
;
giving a

granting unto them, or any fifteen of them, there being twelve ministers present, full

power and commission to prosecute the said work of unitie in religion and uniforniitie

of kirk government in all his Majestie's dominions, and to do and performe all things

particularly or generally contained in the said commission of the preceding Assembly,

or in an act of the said Assembly upon the said 19 day of August, intituled, " A re-

ference to the Connnission anent the persons designed to repair to the Kingdome of

England ;'' and to treat and determine therin, and in all other matters referred unto

them by this Assembly, siclikc, and as freely, as if all these were herein expressed,

and as the persons nominal in the said former commission might have done, by vertue

ol the said act and former commission, at any time by-gone, and with as ample power
as any commission of former Generall Assemblies hath had or been in use of before,

they being alwayes comptable and censurable for their whole proceedings herciulill

by the next Generall Assembly.

SovcnI.y niiiiistcrs'and fifty-three elders arc named in this commission Ed. 1813.
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Renovation of the Commission granted to the Persons appointed to repair to the

Kingdome of England.

The Generall Assembly, finding that the great work of unity in religion and uni-

formity of kirk government in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected, do
therefore renew the commission granted for that effect by the preceding Assembly,

unto the persons appointed to repair to the kingdome of England, upon the 1 9th day
of August 1643, in the last session thereof, giving and granting to the persons there-

in mentioned the same power to do all and every thing particularly or generally con-

tained in the said commission, in the same manner, and as fully, as if the same were
herein expressed, and as they might have done at any time bygone, by vertue of the

former commission.

The Assemhlie's Answer to the Presbyterie with the Armie.

Reverend and loving Brethren in the T^ord,

We received yours of the 17th and 20th of May, and were much refreshed with the

knowledge you gave unto us therein of your sense of our condition here, and of the

Lord's dealing with your selves there in your straits and difficulties. We rejoyce ex-

ceedingly to see you make such a blessed use of the Lord's delayes, for your further

humiliation and dependence upon him. That sanctuary your enemies and the ene-

mies of your God hath taken shall not save them. You have found by experience in

your marches and maintenance, that events are not ordered by the propositions of

men, but by the providence and purpose of God. There is a time for every purpose
under heaven, and the cup of the Amorites must be filled ; which being now full of

every abomination, yea, of the blood of the saints, the cry whereof cannot but be
heard in heaven and answered on earth, presageth no lesse to us, than that the Lord's

time of his deliverance of his own, and destruction of his enemies, draweth near.

We are not unsensible of your present estate, and by the Lord's grace shall be care-

full, both here and with our congregations at home, to make all take the same to

heart. As for our condition here, rcmembred with such pious affection by you, we
doubt not but ye have heard what the Lord hath done for us ; these happy begin-
nings of the Lord's scattering our unnaturall enemies in the North gives us confi-

dence of his assistance in the midst of difficulties against these that assault us in the

South. It is nothing with the Lord to help, whether with many or with them that

have no power.

The security of this nation, indeed, is great It is our part to blow the trumpet to

give warning to the people, and to rouse them from that fearfuU condition which
threatneth so much desertion. And to this end, we have injoyned a solemne fast,

the causes whereof, being more particularly considered by our commissioners here,

will no question be sent unto you, that, if the Lord please, you may joyne with us
[there in that action.

Wee have set down an order to be kept hereafter for sending ministers unto the

armie, which the clerk will send herewith unto you. Now, the Lord our God, in

whose name his people go forth against his enemies, help and assist them, and cover
their heads in the day of battell, and be their refuge ; and blesse your travels and en-
deavours for the good of their souls and his own glory.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly, by the Moderator.
Edinburgh, June 3, 1644.

Sess. 7, June 4, 1644.— The Letterfrom the Commissioners at I^ondon to the

Generall Assemhhj.

Right Honourable, Reverend, and beloved in the Lord,

It was the earnest desire of our hearts to have come unto you at this time, and to

lave brought with us the dcsircable fruits of our weighty iniployracnts and labours, to

)ur common rcjoycing in the mids of so many troubles, both here and there; but our
Lord, in liis wisedome, hath not judged it fitting that this should be the time of our
oyfuU harvest, and of bringing our sheaves, to be matter of sacrifice to himself, and
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of shouting to us. Both nations, as yet, doe but go forth weeping and bearing their

precious seed ; yet are we confident through Jesus Christ, that as it is a seed-time, if

the labourers (ahhough other men before us have laboured, and we are entred into

their labours) prove feithfull unto the end, the harvest shall come in due time, and

in great ])lenty.

The Common Directory for Publick Worship in the Kirks of the" three kingdomes

is so begun (which we did make known to the conunissioners of the Generall As-

sembly) that wc could not think upon any particular Directory for our own Kirk, and

yet is not so far perfected that wee could present any part thereof unto your view

;

for, although wee have exhibited unto the grand committee (which is composed of

some of the members of both Houses, and of the Assembly, with our selves) the ma-

terials of the publick prayers of the Kirk, the method of preaching, and the order of

administration of both sacraments, and have the Catcchisme in hand, yet are they

not throughly examined by the committee, nor at all by the Assembly or Parliament,

which we cannot impute to any neglect or unwillingnesse, but to the multipHcity and

weight of their affairs, by which they are sore pressed, and above their power.

The Directory for Ordination of Ministers (which, upon the extreme exigence of

this Kirk, was much pressed by the Parliament) is agreedupon by the committee and

Assembly, and some dayes past is presented to both Houses, but hath not yet passed

their vote. The Assembly hath been long in debate about the officers and govern-

ment of the Kirk, (concerning which we offered the two papers which wee drew up,

according to the practice of our own and other reformed kirks, and so neere as we
could conceive to the minde of the Generall Assembly, and did send to the commis-

sioners of the Generall Assembly,) and hath passed many votes about the one and the

other, but hath not brought their thoughts to such ripenesse and perfection that they

could think upon the publishing of them, or presenting them to your sight ; nor is it

in their power to do so without warrant of Parliament. Your wisedome will consider

that they are not a Generall Assembly, but some select persons, called by authority to

give their advice in matters of religion—that they walk in away which hath not been

troden by this nation before this time—that many things seeme new unto them, and

cannot obtain their assent till they see them clearly wan-anted by the Word of God-
that matters of the government of the Kirk have been much controverted here, and

the prejudices against presbyteriall government are many and great—that the two

extremes of Prelacie and Independencic, which latter is the generall claime of all sects

and sectaries, have prevailed most in this Kirk, and no other thing known by the

multitude but the one or the other—that such as look toward the government of the

reformed kirks finde a mighty party within and without opposing them—and that re-

formation and unifbrmitie must, therefore, be a work so full of difficulty, that the hand

of the Most High God, which is now begun to be stretched out in this land, must

bring it lo passe.

There was also presented to the Assembly a new Paraphrase of the Psalmes in

English meeter, which was well liked of, and commended by some of the members of

the Assembly ; but because we conceived that one Psalme Book in all the three king-

domes was a point of uniformity much to be desired, wc took the boldnes (although

we had no such expresse and particular commission) to oppose the present allovv'ing

thereof till the Kirk of Scotland should be acquainted with it ; and, therefore, have

we now sent an essay thereof in some Psalmes. We have also sent another specimen

in print, done by some ministers of the cit\'. Your wisedome hcs to consider whether

it be meet to examine them by your commissioners there, that theirjudgements be sent

up unto the Assembly here, both about the generall of uniformity in this point, and

about the particular way of effecting it, whether by either of these two, or by any other

paraphrase, or by changing some expressions in the books now in use, which is aymed
at by the first of these two.

As wc cannot but admire the good hand of God in the great things done here

already, particularly that the Covenant (the foundation of the whole work) is taken

—

Prelacie and the whole train thereof extirpated—the Service-Book in many places for-

saken—plain and powerful ])reaching set up—many colledges in Cambridge provided

with such ministers as arc most zealous of the best reformation—altars removed—the
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communion in some places given at the table with sitting—the great organs at Paul's,

and of Peter's in Westminster, taken down—images, and many other monuments of

idolatry, defaced and abolished—the Chappel-royal at Whitehal purged and reformed—
and all by authority, in a quiet manner, at noon-day, without tumult ; so have we from

so notable experience, joyned with the promises of the Word, sufficient ground of con-

fidence that God will perfect this work against all opposition, and of encouragement

for us all to be faithfuU in the work of God, which is carried on by his mighty hand,

that no man can oppose it, but he must be seen fighting against God. It is unto us

no small matter of comfort, that we have heard of no minister of the Gospel (except

such as the Kirk hath rejected) joyning with the Malignants there in their ungodly

and unnaturall afflicting of that kingdome, while they are endeavouring the relief of

the afflicted in this kingdome ; and we pray and hope, that they may carefully keep

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and walk worthy both of their holy call-

ing and of the great work which the Lord is working by his own weak servants in

Kirk and Policy.

Be pleased to receive a letter from the Assembly, unto which you will return such

an answer as shal seem good unto your wisedome, and withall (which is our humble
desire) some word of your thankfuU acknowledgement of the respect and favours done

by them unto us.

We have, at all occasions since our coming hither, acquainted the commission with

our proceedings, and, by the help of God, shall be industrious in obeying your

directions and theirs during our abode here, which, through the power and blessing

of God bringing the affairs of his own Church to a peaceable and blessed successe,

wee wish may be for a short time, and unto which your fervent prayers, through

Christ, may be very effectuall ; which, therefore, is the humble and earnest desire of

Your affectionate fellow-labouring and fellow-feeling brethren in the

work of the Lord,

Jo. Maitland. Alex. Henderson. Sam. Rutherfurd.
Robert Baillie. George Gillespie.

Worcester House, London, May 20, 1644.

The Letterfrom the Synod of Divines in the Kirk of England to the General!

Assembly.

Right Honourable, Right Reverend, and dearly-beloved Brethren
in Jesus Christ,

The blessing and comfort of that inviolable union which our gracious God hath
vouchsafed to both Churches and nations, gave us ojjportunity, the last year, to

breath out some of our sighs into j'our compassionate bosomes ; and such have been
the soundings of your bowels, as have offered violence to heaven by vour effectuall

fervent prayers, and brought many sweet refreshings to our languishing spirits, by

rour pious and comfortable letters, in answer to ours.

This makes us studious of all means of acknowledging your tender sympathie,

and of laying hold on all opportunities of repairing again to the same streams of
consolation ; for which end, as we cannot but confesse that, in the midst of those

;boysterous waves wherein we have been daily tossed, wee have met with many gra-

idous and unexpected encouragements, so we must needs renew our former mourn-
lings, and rend our hearts afresh unto you, with greatest instance for all the assist-

ance that your prayers, tears, learning, piety, and largcnesse of heart, can possibly

I contribute to your poor afflicted and still conflicting brethren: And this we the
rather beg of you, who, having Ijeen first in the furnace of affliction, and are come
3Ut of great tribulation, are mectest to commiserate, and best able to comfort others
n any trouble, by the comforts wherewith you your selves have been comforted of God.

It was in our desires to have presented to your Venerable Assembly some of our
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dearest respects in writing, by that eminently learned and much honored Com-
missioner of yours, the Lord Waristoun ; but his departure hence was so sudden to

us, and unexpected by us, that we could not have time (as his Lordship can inform

you) to tender by him such a testimony of our brotherly and intimate affections, as

may, in some measure, suite with your manifold and most affectionate expressions

toward us, when our sighings were many, and our hearts faint. For such hath been

your love, that no waters can quench it, and such the undertakings of the whole

kingdome of Scotland, through your furtherance, that we already begin to reap the

fruits of all that piety, prudence, and valour, which at this day render your nation

worthily renowned in the Christian world ; and us exceedingly straitned and rest-

lesse in our selves, untill God please to open a way for our endeavours to make some

more answerable returnes.

Toward this, our thoughts and hopes were to have made, ere now, some proceed

ings of our Assembly legible in yours. But such are the continued distractions

which lye upon our spirits, by means of the sad and bleeding condition o.f this king-

dome, as have cast us much behinde our own expectations, and hindred that expedi-

tion, which the necessities of this nation, and the desires of our brethren abroad, do

earnestly call for at our hands.

Sometimes, through God's goodnesse, wee have a prosperous gale; sometimes,

againe, we sailc, like Paul and his company, " very slowly many dayes." And even

then, when wee draw near " the fair havens," some contrary windes put us out into

the deep again. We walk in paths that have hitherto been untrodden by any As
sembly in this Church. We therefore are inforced to spend more time in our in^

quiries, and in seeking of God a right way for us, that at length we may put int(

that highway, the way of holinesse, wherein wayfaring men, though fools, shall not

erre. And we will wait upon our God, (before whom we have been this day hum-
bling of our souls,) untill he lead us into all these truths which we seek after; and

we shall labour to be yet more vile in our own eyes, as finding, by experience, that

it is not in man to direct his way.

Those winds, which for a while do trouble the aire, do withall purge and refine it

and our trust is, that, through the most wise Providence and blessing of God, the

truth, by oiu- so long continued agitations, will be better cleared among us, and so

our ser\'ice will prove more acceptable to all the Churches of Christ, but more espe-

ciallv to you, while we have an intentive eye to our peculiar protestation, and b

that publick sacred Covenant entred into by both the kingdoms, for uniformity in

all his Majestie's dominions.

Which work we carry on (against what ever difficulties are cast in our way) witl

more ease and comfort, by the great sedulity and seasonable assistance wee daily

receive firom your Noble and Reverend Commissioners sitting among us. Their pru-

denee will (we doubt not) sufficiently furnish you with more particular informatioi

touching our affaires. And here, we cannot but acknowledge that the assiduous prC'

sence of these our learned and highly esteemed brethren among us, and their frei

and faithfull contributing of their counsels to us, doe oblige us much to a doubl(

duty, the one of thanks, which we now heartily render to you, for sending to us

such excellent helpers ; the other of request, which wee earnestly make for their

continuance with us, untill the work bee brought up to the finishing cubite.

Now, the great Master- Builder (without whose Almighty concurrence the builders

labour but in vain) accomplish and perfect all his own glorious work in your hands,

and in ours also, to his own glory, the peace and edification of all the churches, and

the comfort of our selves over all our travels and sufferings.

Your most affectionate brethren and servants in the Lord, by the direction,

and in the name of this whole Assembly,
William Twisse, Prolocutor.

Cornelius Buroes, Asspssor.

Henry Robrough, Scriha.

Adoniram Byfield, Scriba.

Westminster, May 17, 1644.
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The Generall Assemblies Answer to the Right Ee^-erend the Assembli/ of Divines in

the Kirk of Enghnid.

Right Honourable, Right Reverend, and most deai-ly beloved in our Lord,

We do thankfully acknowledge your respectfull remembrance of us by your letters at

all occasions, and not a little rejoyce to see that happie correspondence and Christian

communion so sweetly entertained amongst iis, which is so acceptable in the sight ofthe

Lord, especially when kept and entertained betwixt kirks and kingdomcs about affairs

of highest and most publick concernment and interest. We have nothing more in our

desires than to entertain that harmonious correspondence, that Christian sympathie

and compassion, that sounding and re-sounding of bowels, which well beseemeth
kirks and nations, united by a Solemn League and Sacred Covenant, for mutuall en-
deavours, by all lawfuU means, to a further unitic in that faith once delivered to the

saints, and greater uniformitie in divine worship, discipline, and government, accord-

ing to the paterne.

The case and condition of your bleeding kingdomc is no lesse sensible to us than

if our selves were in affliction with you, but we trust all is working to your best, and
to our Lord's glory ; that some of you lies fallen, it is to try you, purge you, and make
you white. If the Lord by those means be with that reformation of his ordinances,

bringing also alongst that other reformation of hearts and lives, should it not be wel-

comed with all joy, although it bee upon the expence of blood and lives ? The Lord
will turn the bygone .rage of man to his glory and your spiritual good, the remnant of

rage will he restraine. The Lord delivereth his owne by degrees—" he is with them
in trouble, and delivereth them, and honoureth them." He who hath been sensibly

with you hitherto, and upholden you in your trouble, will, we trust, yet deliver you
and honour you. The more ye sow in teares, the greater shall be vour harvest of

J peace and joy, when the Lord, according to the dayes wherein he hath afflicted you,

i and the years wherein yce have seen evill, shall make you glad, and his v>ork to ap-

i peare unto you, and his glory unto your children, and the beautie of the Lord your
I God to be upon you, and shall establish the work of your hands ; yea, even establish

I the work of your hands.

We should prove both luithankfull to God and unfaithfuU to men, did wee not
) hold out unto you the Lord's gracious and powerfull dealing with us in the like con-
dition, and comfort you with the consolations wherewith wee our selves have been
comforted. We were involved in the like difficulties ; we had the strong opposition

of highest authoritie set over two powerfull kingdoms, beside this of ours ; and the

unhappy providence of our wickedly-wise and wary Prelates had done what in them
lay to make the ministery of this land sworn enemies to the intended reformation

;

so that we walked in a very wildemcsse, in a labyrinth, and as upon deep waters,

wherein not onely did our feet lose footing, but also our eyes all discovering or dis-

cerning of any ground
; yea, wee were ready to lose our selves

; yet the Lord hath
graciously rid us, and recovered us out of all these difficulties, and set our feet upon
a rock, and ordered our goings. The experience we have had in our own persons,

affoordeth us confidence and hope concerning your affiiires, and we trust this hope
shall not be disappointed ; it is our duety to hope upon experience, and it is the

sLord's word and promise that such an hope shall not be ashamed. It cannot choose

(but beget confidence in you, when yee shall consider, that ye have seen before your
{eyes your neighbouring ship of this Kirk and kingdome, having (as it were) loosed

I from your side, in the hke or self-same storme, notwithstanding all tossing of windes
land waves, yet (" not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of Hosts")

Ito have arrived safe and sound to the port and harberie ;
yea, and to have dared to

put out again unto the storm, to contribute her weak endeavours for jour help.

I We acknowledge your impediments to be great and many—the sufferings of your
: jrethrcn, the people of God, cannot choose but both damp your spirits and divide

your thoughts. Your walking in an untroden and unknown way, must put you
though never so willing to go on speedily, yet) to take time and leisure to ask for

he right way ; and ye want not the opposition of some amongst your selves, to whom,
KJtwithstanding, we trust the Lord will revcalc his tnith in his own time, Never-

o

I
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thelesse, (much honoured and dear brethren,) go on couragiously against the stream of
all opposition ; every mountain in the way of Zerubbabel the Lord shall make plain,

and as many of you as are perfect be thus minded, that forgetting the things that are

behinde, and looking to the things that are before, you presse hard towards the mark,
as having before you not onely the prize of the high calling and recompence of re-

ward, but also at the end of this race, these two precious pearls and inestimable jewels

of truth and unity, and all the reformed churches beholding and looking on, not onely

as witnesses, but also being ready to congratulate and embrace you.

We were greatly refreshed to hear by letters from our commissioners there with you,

and by a more particular relation from the Lord Waristoun now with us, of yoiu- praise-

worthy proceedings, and of the great good things the l^ord hath wrought among you,

and for you. Shall it seem a small thing in our eyes that the Covenant (the founda-

tion of the whole work) is taken—that that Antichristian Prelacy, with all the traine

thereof, is extiqiate—that the door of a right entrie unto faithful shepherds is

opened—many corruptions, as altars, images, and other monuments of idolatry and
su]ierstition, removed, defaced, and abolished—the Service-Book in many places for-

saken, and plaiue and powerfull preaching set up—the great organs at Pauls and
Peters taken down—-that the Royall Chapjjell is purged and reformed, sacraments

sincerely administrate, and according to the paterne in the mount—that your col-

ledges, the seminaries of your Kirk, are planted with able and sincere professors—
that the good hand of God hath called and kept together so many pious, grave, and
learned divines for so long a time, and disposed their hearts to search his truth, by
their frequent humiliations, continuall prayers, and learned and peaceable debates ?

Should not all and each one of these stir up our souls to blcsse the Lord, and render

both you and us confident, that he who hath begun the good work will perfect it, and
put the cope-stone upon it, that the beauty of a perfected worke may shine to all

nations, and we may say and shout, " Grace, grace unto it"—that the time may be
when full liberty and Icasurc shall be to all the builders of the house of God, to give

themselves, with both their hands, to the building up and edifying the people of God
in these things that belong to life and godlinesse, to the making of them wise to salva-

tion, and th.roughly furnished to every good work, and when the Lord shall delight

to dwell more familiarly, and to work more powerfiilly in and by his throughly puri-

fied ordinances—that you, affiicted and tossed with tempests and not comforted, shall

have your stones laid with fair colours, your foundations with saphires, your children

shall be taught of God, and shall have great peace, and no weapon framed against you
shall prosper, and every tongue that riseth against you in judgement shall bee con-

demned—that the Lord will awake as in the ancient dayes, as in the generation of old

—

that the redeemed of the Lord shall come unto Zion with singing, and sorrow and
mourning shall flee awaj' ?

And as we are confident that the Lord, who heareth prayer, and hath promised to

guide his sei-vants into all truth, will bring your labours to a comfortable conclusion ;

so do all the reformed Kirks, and the Kirk of Scotland above all others, extreamly
long for the taste of tlie fruits of their pious labours and continual pains ; and, so much
the more, that we have suspended some materiall determinations amongst our selves,

upon expectation of uniformity ; and that, in the meane time, so many scandalous

papers come to our view, and to the hands of the people here, for libertie of con-

science, toleration of sects, and such practices as are contrary to the doctrine, govern-

ment, and peace of all the reformed Kirks. For stopping and suppressing whereof,

as we doubt not but your Wisedome, and the authority of the Honourable Houses of

Parliament, will use some more effectuall means ; so do we hope that your determi-

nations shall carry such evidence of divine truth, and demonstration of the Spirit, that

those unhappy clouds of darknesse shall be so scattered that they shall be no more
gathered nor appear hereafter, to the dishonour of God, the prejudice of his truth, and
the scandalizing of so many souls for which Christ hath dyed.
We doe, with hearty thankfulnessc, resent all the kindnesse and respect you have

shown to our commissioners, and your high esteeme of them in love for the work's

sake ; although their presence here would be very comfortable unto us, very steed-

able to tlie publick, and necessar in respect of their great and important particular
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charges and stations ;
yet do we willingly dispense with all, yea, nothing shall be too

dear unto us, so that this work be finished with joy, and Jerusalem made the glory

and praise of the whole earth. Because of the house of the Lord our God, we
will seek her good : For our brethren and companions' sake, we will now say, Peace
be within her walls, prosperity within her palaces.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland,

by the Moderator of the Assembly.

Edinburgh, June 4, 1644.

The Assemblie's Ansicer to their Commissioners at London.

Reverend and beloved Brethren,

It would have been the rejoycing of our hearts, and the lightning of our counte-

nances, to have seen your faces, and injoyed your presence here with us, especially

should yee have arrived unto us loaden with the spoils of Antichrist, the trophees of

the Kirk of Christ, and the long longed-for fruits of your painfull laboui-s ; but seeing

it hath pleased the Lord, whose interest in the busincsse is main and principal!,

otherwise to dispose, it doth become us, with all humility, to submit to his good plea-

sure, with fiiith and patience to attend Iiis leasure, for he that beleeveth maketh not

haste, and with more frequency and fervencie in prayer seek to him who will be sought

for these things, and having begun the good work will perfect it, and double the bene-

fit, by bestowing it in a more seasonable time unto us.

We have not been a little refreshed with vour letters sent unto us and the com-
missioners of the preceding Assembly, and with these from the Reverend Synod of

Divines, the answer whereof you will be pleased to present unto them ; by all which,

and more particularly by a full relation Irom the Lord Waristoun, a faithfull witncsse

and a fellow-labourer with you there, we see and acknowledge that, by the Lord's

blessing, the progresse of the work is already more than we can overtake in the course

of our thankfulnesse, that your labours are very great, your pains uncessant, your
thoughts of heart many, that ye endure the heat of the day ; but being confident of

your patient continuance in wcl-doing, and that your labours shall not be in vaine in

I

the Lord, we have renewed your commission, and returned the Lord Waristoun unto

vou, according to your desh-e, that ye may prosecute that great work which the Lord
iiath blessed so farre in your hands.

When the ordination and entry of ministers shall be conformable to the ordinance

of God, there is to be expected a richer blessing shall be powred out from above, both

of furnitm-e and assistance upon themselves, and of successe upon their labours ; for

which end, as our earnest desire is that the directory for it may be established, so doe

we exceedingly long to see the Common Directory for Worship perfected, which may
Tove an happy meane of that wished for uniformity in the Kirks of the three king-

domes, shall (we trust) direct by all rocks of offence and occasions of stumbling, and
shall remove all these corruptions wherewith the Lord's sacrifice and service hath been

defiled.

That point concerning a change of the Paraphrase of the Psalmes in meeter, we
have referred to the commissioners here, whose power and commission, granted by
the preceding Assembly, we have renewed and continued.

That there be difficulties concerning kirk government, we think it not strange, for

' these reasons you lay out before us ; yet because the minds of men are still in sus-

' pcnse upon the successe of the determination of that reverend Assembly, on the one
"- hand, and upon the successe of the warre on the other, which doth not a little faint

'-• :heir hearts and feeble their hands, both you and we must be instant with God and
"'iTian for a finall determination of all these debates, and a happy and speedy conclusion

if this great affaire, so much concerning his own glory and the good of his Kirk.

Now the Lord lead you in all truth, and give you understanding in all things."'

S'J Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly, by the Moderator.
o'W Edinhun/h, June 4, 1644.
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The Assemblie's Letter to the Kirks in the Netherlands.

Fratres in Domino plurimum colendi,

Quae anno superiore Ecclesiarum Zelandicarum nomine, missaj sunt ad nos Literae,

ut eas communis totius Ecclesiee vestrse Belgicas voluntatis testes fuisse interpretare-

mur, effecit benevolentia vestra tot tantisque officiis nobis spectata ; quam sententiam

nobis confirmarunt ea quEe copiose clarissimus Eques D. Archibaldus Jonstonus Va-

ristonus in foro supremo Judex, a reliquis turn Ordinum turn Ecclesise hujus Regni

Deleo-atis Londino non ita pridem remissus, in hac ipsa Synodo Nationali de eximio

vestro erga nos studio commemoravit ;
praesertim quanta fide, quam solicita diligen-

tia nostram, vel Domini potius nostri Jesu Christi causam, quae nunc Londlni agitur,

et promoveritis, et promovere etiamnum satagatis. Quo in negotio, ex iis, quorum

ab eo recitata audivimus nomina, dc propensa reliquorum voluntate et cura, ut con-

ciliandce Ecclesiarum Britannicarum unionis faelicitur suscepta consilia, vestra ope

et opera prosperum mature sortiantur exitum, minime obscura fecimus indicia. Sunt

hsec tam illustria benevolentiac vestrae tcstimonia, et in omnium bonorum oculis adeo

perspicua, ut eorum memoriam nulla unquam delere potuerint oblivia. Laboris autem

et iam impensi et poiTO suscepti ad controversias in Synodo Londinensi suborientes

fteiicitur expediendas et decideudas nequando poeniteat, ex eo quem per divinam jam
benedictionem fructum cepistis, optima quseq. in posteruni sperare consentaneum est.

Huic tam lionorifica; beneficiorum vestrorum commcmorationi a D. Varistonio

factae supervenerunt ex partibus Hiberniaj aquilonaribus Literae multorum Chirogra-

phis subsignata; ;
qui singularis gratiae in illam Ecclesiam divinitus effusa;, ex quo

tempore in societatem fa'deris trium unitorum sub Rege nostro Regnorum admiss'

sunt, mentione facta, hujus inquiunt divinae benedictionis amplissimum nuper habui-

mus testimonium, Sanctorum in Bclgio liberalitatem eximiam
; qui nobis, ignotis

licet et peregrinis, fratres se nostri amantissimos, et malorum nostrorum sensu tencr-

rimo compunctos aperte demonstrarunt. Pauculos enim nos gladio superstites, et

fame propediem interituros, omnibus extremis circumventos, in ipso articulo subleva-

runt ; ncc tantum oratione ad consolationem composita nobis animos confirmarunt,

hortantes ut humiliter incedeutea Deum liberatorem expectemus, qui non nisi ai

breve tempus faciem suam a domo Jacob abscondcre solet, sed subsidio insuper opn
lento cum annonae, tum aliarum rerum ad nostram in tantis angustiis relaxationem e

solatium necessariarum, copiose nos refocillarunt. Tantam munificentiam cum sup

plices a Deo contendimus, ut septuplam ipsis in sinum rependat, tum demisse vos etiani

atq. etiam rogamus, ut in tanti beneficii agnitioue Ecclesiis Belgicis, nobiscum gratias »

agatis. Haec illi. In quo quidem officio si illis dcsimus, in nos pariter et illos gravi- li

ter peccemus.
Agnoscimus igitur illustrissimorum et potentissimorum Hollandiae, Zelandiae, alio-

nunque Ordinum Belgicorum tam eximiam beneficentiam ; quibus non connivenii-

bus modo et permittentibus (quod ipsum non vulgare beneficium habendum essct)

sed authoribus etiam, modumque et rationem praescribentibus, excmplo quoque praj-

euntibus, in subsidium fratrum nostrorum Hibernensium collecta per Ecclesias i'acta

ad ipsos mature deportata sit ; agnoscimus piorum in iisdcm Ecclesiis Belgicis tam

expromptam voluutatem et liberalitatem ; agnoscimus tantum beneficium non in ipsos

magis fratres nostros, quam in illorum persona in nosmctipsos esse collatum : Vosfjue

(fratres reverendi) obnixe rogatos volumus, ut quemadmodum nos ad omnem grati

animi significationem prompti semper erimus, ita qua vobis potissimum ratione com-

modum videbitur, illustrissimis et potentissimis ordinibus nostro nomine gratias agatis;

populo autem Christiano curae vestrae commisso tum publice univcrso, tum privati: _
singulis, ut occasio tulerit, demonstretis quam honorifice de ipsis sentiamus, et quanti

faciamus tam eximiam benevolentiam et charitatem, qua in Ecclesiarum Hibernica-

rum consolatione viscera nostra refocillaverunt. Quae autem vestrae fuerint partes,

fratres charissimi, quam pio studio et labore, quam assidua diligentia tantae charitatis

semen in segetem et maturam tandem messem provexeritis, cum nos libentes agnosci-

mus, tum res ipsa loquitur, et fructus opimus abunde testatur. Imprimis autem
(quod caput est) tantae gratiae authorem et largitorem nos una cum Ecclesiis Hiber-

nicis laudaunis et eelebramus ; coniprecantcs ut in vos universes, in Ecclesias a Do-
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niino vobis commissas, in illustrissinios Belgii vestri Ordines Spiiitum suum copiose

effundat, ut quemadmodum in Rep. vestra adversus liostem potentissimuni defen-

denda, et inter tantas bellorum moles indies amplificanda, in Evangelii luce et veri-

tate incontaminata contra inferorum portas in vestris Ecclesiis propugnanda, atque

indc latins propaganda, immensa Dei vobis excubantis potentia, niultiformis sapientia,

et exiuiia bcneficentia, per universuin terranim orbem hactenus celebrata est ; ita

bonis omnibus vos deinceps curaulare pergat idem fons omnis bonitatis, ut frementi-

bus religionis et libertatis vestrse hostibus, sapientiae et optimarum artium juxta ac ar-

morum triumpliorumque gloria inter nobilissimas gentes Resp. vestra foederata quoti-

j die magis emineat, Ecclesia sacrorum puritate, et ccclestis veritalis splendore perspi-

' cua refnlgeat ; eoque prospere vobis cedant vestra prudentissima et salubcrrima con-

silia, quibus certissimum ad foelicitatem publicam compendium vos capessere demon-
stratis, nee vobis tantum consulitis, sed de vicinis etiam Ecclesiis soliciti, qua opera,

(|\ia consilio opibusque vestris eas sublevatis et confirmatis omnes, et quasi de specula

universis prospicientes de periculis imminentibus commone facitis, et ad ruinani ab hos-

tibus dolose machinatam mature pra?cavendam armatis.

Ergo quod anno superiori, veluti signo dato, Reformatas omnes Ecclesias, missis ex
Zelandia Uteris commonuistis, ut cum impostores, Jesn nomen impudenter ementiti,

ciEterique Antichristi satellites, quo securius in populum erroribus Pontificiis fascina-

tum grassari, et puriores Christi Ecclesias funditus extirpare queant, arctissima con-

juratione sociati ad impia consilia patranda sese accinxerunt ; ita Ecclesise quoque
Reformatas sine mora consilia in medium alacriter conferant, et animos ac vires con-

jungant, ut perniciem sibi omnibus intenlatam in hostium capita retorqueant; ni le-

cerint, tam pudendae ignavise excusatione apud posteritatem carituri, consilium non
minus prudens et fidum, quam fcelix et salutare libenter et tum agnovimus et nunc
lipso etiam eventu comprobamus.

Principio autem ad uoc consequendum necessarium videtur, ut sine mora, convo-

Icmus omnes ad Deum nostrum clementissimum, qui postquam Ecclesiarum Reforma-
tarum mores minime, reformatos multis annis longanimitate sua pertulisset, ferulam

primum, mox etiam gladium vibratum interminatus, tandem rubentem, et madidum
(suorumque sanguine calentem et spumantem, per regiones plurimas jam diu circum-

itulit; in nos denique reliquos nunc intentat, nisi mature resipuerimus, et de domo
(ipsius aniplius purganda, de gratia Domini nostri Jesu Christi pluris facienda, de

icultu Dei ipsiusque institutis rcligiosius habendis, de Sabbatho ejus sanctificando, a

quo nimium oculos nostros avertimus, ct de moribus, ad pietatis normam componendis
magis, serio quam hactenus, a nobis factum est, nobiscum statnentes cum populo, Dei
ub Nehemia, Josia, reliquisque piis gubernatoribus, religioso foedere percusso,

Itanquam firmissimo vinculo, Deo obstricti, nos inter nos, arctius adversus hostes uni-

erimus, ut avertat Deus, jam fumantcm et capitibus nostris imminentem iram, quam
leccata nostra plurinia ct maxima, adversus nos provocarunt et accenderunt.

Non tantum nobis deferimus, nondum eos renovato cum Deo foedere, et votis nun-
upatis, dignos edidimus fructus, ut nostrum cxemplum vobis proponere libcat : Quod

liltamen experti sumus, de Dei erga nos gratia, quod gratitudo erga Deum, quod gloria

psius a nobis flagitat, celare non audemiis. Quajcunque nostra male merita sunt in

onspectu Dei et hominum ; certe ex quo die nos de religioso Ibedere cum Deo, et

uBnter nos incundo cogitavimus, a portis inferorum revocari, et res nostra- omnes in

eum nostrum, necessario conjectse melius habere coeperunt, et fa-liciore hactenus

?uccessu processernnt. Quod si de foederis hujusmodi religiosa societate coeunda,

'quod rerum vcstrarnm et religionis in Britannia, nostra ex fa^dcre nuper inito per-

JurgandoB et stabiliendaj commodo fieri possit,) vestra? prudentia? visum fuerit cogitare,

t ex consilio eorum quorum interest statuere, ac cum aliis Reformatis Ecclesiis agere,

icijpro ea qua apud omnes valetis gratia,) ut eandem vobiscum ineant rationem, non
ubium est, per Domini ac Dei nostri benignissinii Jesu Christi, in Ecclesias suas

;ratiam, fore, ut non modo, qnod certissimum adversus impendentia mala perfugium
mno superiore missis ex Zelandia Uteris denunciastis, Ecclcsiae Reformatae arctioris

ocietatis vinculo inter se unita; ad hostium conatus, impetusque frangcndos corrobo-
entur et confirmentur ; sed disjecti etiam lapidcs domus Dei, per Germaniam ex
udere et cincribus rcdivivi recolligantur, ac gloriosum Domini nostri templum ibidem
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instauretur ; et purioris religionis Professores in istis Ecclesiis, per rcsipiscentiam ad
cum qui percussit eos, reversi, et quod nullis canescat saeculis foedere Domino nobis-

cum coadunati, malis, sub quorum pondere tot annos gemiscunt, tandem subleventur.

Qui dies longe optatissimus si per Dei gratiam semel illuxerit ; de consiliorum com-
munione inter Reformatorum Ecclesiarum Synodis per Legatos et literas concilianda

iniri possit ratio, per quam Ecclesiae hostes compescantur, hcereses opprimantur, et

schismata resarciantur, pax cum Deo, et inter Ecclcsias firma conservetur, et glo-

riosum Dei opus in Evangelic per orbem terrarum propagando, ct Antichristi regno
abolendo promoveatur. Quod ut optandum, et sperandum, piis et prudentibus vestris

meditationibus, ut bonum semen facundissimo solo commendamus.

Vestrae Dignitati, et Fraternitati addictissimi, Pastores et Seniores Nationalis

Synodi Scoticanae, et nostro omnium nomine ae mandate.

JA. BoNAR, Moderator.

Edinhurgi, 4 Junii 1644.

Direct.—Ecclesiis Dei qua? sunt in unitis HoUandia!, Zelandiac, aliisque foedc-

rati Bclgii Provinciis,

Ordinance concerning Bursars.

The Assembly, understanding that the overture for maintaining bursars, in the As-
sembly holdcn in the year 1641, upon the 7th of August, Sess. 15, is never yet put in

practice ; do, therefore, ordain Presbyteries to put the same in practice with all dili-

gence, and to make account thereof to the next Assembly.

Ordinancefor uplifting and imploying Penalties contained in Acts of Parliament
njjon Pious Uses.

The Assembly, understanding that the executing of some laudable Acts of Parlia-

ment, made against non-communicants and excommunicate persons, and of divers

other acts containing pecuniall pains for restraining of vice, and advancing piety, is

much neglected by the slownesse of Presbyteries and Ministers in seeking execution

thereof: Therefore, ordains Presbyteries and Ministers respective to be diligent here-

after by all means in prosecuting full and exact execution of all such acts of Parlia-

ment, for lifting the saids penalties contained in the same, and for faithfuU imploy-

ment thereof upon pious uses, and that every Presbyterie report their dihgence here-

in yearly to Generall Assemblies.

An Overture concerning Promises of Marriage made by 3Ii7iors to those with whom
they have committed Fornication.

Forsameikle as it is found by experience, that some young men being put to col-

ledges by their wel-affected parents, that they may be instructed in the knowledge of

arts and sciences, to the intent they may bee more able for publick imploymcnts in the

ecclesiastick andcivill state, that the said children hes committed fornication ; and the

woman and her friends hes seduced the foresaid schollers, being minors, to make

promise of marriage to the party with whom they have committed fornication; and

thereupon intends to get the benefite of mamage with the said young men ; not

onely without the consent of their parents, but to their great grief, and to the great

appearance of the mine and overthrow of their estate ; which may be the case of

noblemen and gentlemen's children, as wel as of these of other estates and degrees

within the kingdom. Wherefore, if the Assembly think it expedient, it would be de-

clared that all such promises be made null and of none effect, especially where the

maker of the promise is minor, and not willing to observe the saminc, because his

parents will not consent, but oppose and contradict, thrcatning to make him lose not

onely his favour, but both blessing and birthright. This ordinance shal not onely be
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very expedient for many good civill causes, but is very consonant and agreeable to

the Word of God, and will be very comfortable to many godly parents, who otherwise

may be disappointed of their pious intentions, and have the comfort they expected
turned to an heavy and grievous crosse.

The Generall Assembly thinks it convenient at this time to delay any determi-

raination in the matter above written luitill the next Assembly, that in the

meane time every Presbyterie may take the same to their serious consideration,

and report their judgements to the Assembly,

Act concerning Dissenting Voices in Presbyteries and Synods.

The Assembly thinks it necessar, if any member of Presbyteries or Synods shall

finde in matters depending before them that the Moderator shall refuse to put any
thing of im])ortance to voices ; or if they finde any thing carried by plurality of voices

to any determination which they conceive to be contrary to the VVord of God, the

acts of Assembly, or to the received order of this Kirk, that in either of these cases

they urge their dissent to be marked in the register ; and if that be refused, that they

protest as they would desire to be free of common censure with the rest ; and the

Assembly declares the dissenters to be censurable, if their dissent shall be found
otherwise nor they conceived.

Act concerning the Election of a Moderator in Provinciall Assemblies.

The Generall Assembly, understanding that some Provinciall Assemblies in choos-

ing their Moderator tye themselves to these persons who have been before named and
designed in particular Presbyteries, which is against the libertie of the Provinciall

Assembly ; therefore, discharges Presbyteries to make any such nomination hereafter

;

and ordain Provincials, in their first meeting, to elect their Moderator, and to make
their own list for that effect without any such pra^limitation.

Actfor keeping of the Fast by the Congregations in the Towne where the Assembly holds.

The Assembly judge it most necessar and comely, seeing the first day of the meet-
ing of Generall Assemblies is, by the laudable practice of this Kirk, a day of fasting

and humiliation, for craving the Lord's blessing to that meeting, that not onely the

members of the Assembly, but that all the congregations also of the town where the

Assembly holds, be so exercised ; and that publick worship be in all the kirks thereof
that day for that effect.

The Generall Assembly appoints the meeting of the next Assembly to be upon the
last Thursday of May, in the yeer 1645, at Edinburghe.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, MET
OCCASIONALLY AT EDINBURGH, JANUARY, 1G45.

Sess. 2, Die Jovis, January 23, 1645, post meridiem.— The Letterfrom the Com-
missioners at London to the Generall Assembly.

Right Honourable, Reverend, and beloved in the Lord,

As we are not without the knowledge, so are we not without the feeling, of the

distresses of our native countrey, and of the troubles of our dear brethren, specially
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that the hand of the Lord is stretched out against you, not only by invasion from
without, of the basest of the children of men, but also by the unnaturall treachery

of some witiiin, who have dealt perfidiously in tlie Covenant and cause of God

:

" They hisse and gnash the teeth, they sa}'. We have swallowed her up ; certainly

this is the day that we looked for ; we have found, we have seen it : the Lord . . . hath
caused thine enemy to rejoyce over thee, he hath set up the horn of thine adver-

saries." Yet (saith the Lord, who is "thy ]\Iaker and thy husband, the Lord of Hosts
is his name, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel,). . . for a small moment have I

forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid

my face from thee for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy
on thee ; for this is as the waters of Noah, . . . the Covenant of my peace shall not be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." When the foundation of the

house of the Lord was laid, the Priests and Levites sung together in praising and
giving thanks to the Lord, " Because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever."

And we hope at this time, upon the coming of our Reverend brethren, and the sight

of that which they bring with them, the noise of the shout of joy shall be louder

than the noise of the weeping of the people. This we may say, that not many years

ago many of us would have Ijeen content to have losed our lives, that we might have
obtained that which the Lord, if not in a miraculous, yet in a marvellous and merci-

fuU Providence, hath brought to passe in this iland in these dayes, which many be-

fore us have desired to see, and have not seen. God forbid that it should seeme a

small thing in your eyes which is done here already, as it is expressed in a pajier

from the Parliament, and letters frcm the Assembly. Ye are best acquainted with

the tentations and difficulties which ye meet with there, which are also very sensible

unto us ; and when we consider how the Lord hath carried on his work here at the first

taking of the Covenant, and since, against much learning and contradiction, against

much policie, power, and all sorts of opposition, (such as reformation useth to en-

counter,) we are ravished with admiration of the right hand of the Almighty. For
our part, we may confidently avouch in the sight of God, and before you, whom
next unto God we do respect and reverence, and to whom, as your servants, we are

accomptable, that in all our proceedings we had first of all the Word of God before

our eyes for the rule—and for our patern the Church of Scotland, so much as was pos-

sible—and no lesse (if not more) then if all this time since we parted from you we
had been sitting in a Nationall Assembly there, and debating matters with our

brethren at home. Where we were not able to get every thing framed to our minde,

we have endeavoured, as much as we could, to preserve our own reformation and
practice, of which our brethren will give you accompt in the particulars, we hope,

to your satisfaction. That an uniformitie in every thing is not obtained in the be-

ginning, let it not seem strange. The levelling of the high mountaiix of Prelacie, the

laying aside of the Book of Common Prayer, the Directory of Worship, concluded

in both Houses of Parliament, and the principal propositions of Church government
passed in the Assembly, all of them according to the Solemne League and Covenant,

the greatest of all, are three or foure witnesses to prove that the Lord hath done

great things for us, whereof we are glad, and which make us " like them that dream ;"

and we are sure, that not onely the reformed Kirks, but the Papists will say, the

Lord hath done great things for them.

All that we desire is, 1. That the Directory of Worship may be returned by our

brethren with all possible expedition, that it may be published here, and put in prac-

tice, as that which is extreamely longed for by the good people, and will be a remedy
of the many differences and divisions about the worship of God in this kingdome,

especially in this place. If there be any thing in it that displcaseth, let it be remon-
strate upon irrefragable and convincing reason, otherwise ye will in your wisedome
give approbation to it. 2. If there be any particular differences among some brethren,

which are not determined, but passed over in silence in the Director}', and 3'et hinted

at in the letter from the Assembly, we hope that in your wisedome ye will so con-

sider of them, that they may be layde aside in due time, and that in the mean while,

till the Directory be concluded and put in practice, there be no trouble about them,
for that were as snow in summer, and rain in harvest. We know nothing of that

4
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kindc that all of us who love unitic, order, and edification, may not perfectly a^ree
in, without scandall or disturbance : And we beseech the Lord to keep that Kirk "free

of such sects and monsters of opinions, as are daily set on foot and multiplied in this

kingdome, through the want of that church government by Assemblies, which hath
preserved us, and we hope, through the blessing of God, shall cure them. 3. Because
nationall Assemblies cannot frequentlie conveene, we humbly desire that such a
Commission may be settled, as wc may at all occasions, til the work be finished, have
our recourse unto, for our direction and resolution ; for we know both our own weak-
nesse and the greatnesse of the work, wherein we can promise no more but to be
faithfuU in obeying your commandments, as in the sight of God, whom with our
souls we pray to grant you his Spirit to guide you into all truth. And thus continue

Your humble and faithfull servants,

(Subscrib..) Loudoun. Alex. Hkndersox.
Jo. Maitland. Sam. Rutherfurd.

Worcester House, January 6, 1645.

Direct.—For the Right Reverend the Gencrall Assembly of the Kirk of
Scotland.

The Letterfrom the Synode of Divines in England to the Generall Assembly.

Right Honourable, Right Reverend, and dearly Beloved in the Lord Jesus,
" As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far countrey." We, your

brethren, yet remaining in the furnace of affliction, and still labouring in the very

fire, have at length, by the good hand of God upon us, attained so far toward the

mark at which we all aime, that we shall now send you by two of your reverend and
faithfull commissioners, Mr Robert Baillie and Mr George Gillespie, (our much
honoured brethren,) some good news of that great work after which your zeal for

truth and peace hath so much thirsted, and for which you " have not loved your lives

unto the death."

Our progrcsse therein hath not been so expeditious as was desired and expected.

This, unto such as either know not or consider not the weight and greatnesse of the

work, nor the manifold difficulties which have occurred to obstruct our proceedings in

this day of darknesse and calamity, (too sad to be expressed,) hath been like unto " hope
deferred, which makes the heart sick." Howbeit, we trust, that when their desire

i (namely, that which we have prepared, and are further in travell with) shall come
( unto them, it will be, through God, a tree of life, as, to our great comfort and encour-

( agement, we already perceive it to be to both the Honourable Houses of Parliament.

Touching the severall papers brought to us from your honourable and reverend
I commissioners, by the hands of the committee appointed to treat with them in matters

of religion, (one of the papers being given in the 1 0th of November 1643, concerneth

the severall sorts of Church-Officers and Assemblies ; another, bearing date the 24th

of January 1643, concerneth Congregationall Elderships, and Classical Presbyteries

;

the other, being presented the 15th of August last, representeth the necessity of

making greater speed in sctling the intended uniformity in religion, according to the

late solemne Covenant,) we hold it our duty, in regard both of the arct and inse-

parable union which the Lord hath happily and seasonably made between you and
us, and of your indefatigable and inestimable labour of love to this afflicted kingdom,

give your Lordships and the rest of that Venerable Assembly some brief account.

Concerning one Confession of Faith, and forme of Catechisme, we make no qucs-

iun of a blessed and perfect harmony with you. The pubhck doctrine held out by
nir Church to all the world, (especially when it shall be reviewed, which is in great

lart done,) concurring so much with yours, may assure you of your heart's desire in

hose particulars, so soon as time and opportunity may give us liberty to perfect what
ve have begun.

The chief reason of laying aside the review of our publick doctrine, after the happy
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and much desired arrivall of yoiir reverend commissioners here, was, the drawing up
and accelerating of a Directory for Worship, and of a Forme of Cliurch Government

;

in both of which we stood at a greater distance from other reformed churches of
Christ, and particularly from yours, (which we very much honour,) with whom our
solemne sacred Nationall Covenant requireth us to endeavour the nearest conjunction

and uniformity, that we, and our posterity after us, may, as brethren, live in faith and
love, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midst of us.

Nor have our labours therein been frustrate ; for we have perfected and transmit-

ted a Directory for Worship to both Houses of Parliament, where it hath received

such acceptance that it is now passed in both the Honourable Houses of Parliament

;

which we hope will be to the joy and comfort of all oiu: godly and dear brethren in

all his Majestie's kingdoms and dominions.

We have not advised any imposition which might make it imlawfull to vary from
it in any thing

;
yet we hope all our reverend brethrerl in this kipgdom, and in yours

also, will so far value and reverence that which, upon so long debate and serious de-

liberation, hath been agreed upon in this Assembly, (when it shall also passe vdth you,

and be setled as the common Publick Directory for all the Churches in the three king-

doms,) that it shall not be the lesse regarded and observed. And albeit we have not

expressed in the Directory every minute particular which is or might be either laid

aside or retained among us, as comely and usefull in practice ; yet we trust that none
will be so tenacious of old customs, not exprcssely forbidden, or so averse from good
examples, although new, in matters of lessor consequence, as to insist upon their

liberty of retaining the one or refusing the other, because not specified in the Direc-

tory ; but be studious to please others rather then themselves.

We have likewise spent divers moneths in the search of the Scriptures to finde out

the minde of Christ concerning a Forme of Church Government, wherein we could

not but expect the greatest difficulty. For our better progresse herein wee have, with

all respect, considered the severall papers of your honourable and reverend commis-
sioners touching this head, and do with all thankfulnesse acknowledge their great

zeal, judgement, and wisdom expressed therein ; as also the excellent assistance and
great furtherance of your reverend commissioners in this great work, which now,

through God's goodnesse, is very near to a period also.

In pursuit whereof we made a strict survey and scrutinie of every proposition, that

we might finde it agreeable to and warranted by the Word of God, in a method of

our own, without resting upon any particular niodell or fi-ame whatsoever already con-

stituted. What we have performed, and how farre we have proceeded therein, we
leave to the information of your reverend commissioners, who have been eye and ear

witnesses of all that hath past, and we doubt not but you will shortly receive a satis-

factory answer from hence, so soon as it shall be passed in the Honourable Houses of

Parliament.

And now, right honourable and right reverend brethren, let it not seem grievous

that we have thus long delayed the satisfying of your earnest and just expectation.

It is the lot of .Jerusalem to have her walls built in troublous times, when there are

many adversaries. Nor let it ofiend, that (albeit we acknowledge the many great

and inestimable expressions of your love, zeal, and helpfulnesse, unto us every way in

the day of our distresse, to be beyond all that w« can in words acknowledge) we pro-

fesse plainly to you, that we do most unwillingly part with those our reverend and

dear fellow-labourers, your commissioners, whom now you have called home to

render an account of their imployment here; which hath been so managed both by

them and the rest of their honourable and reverend colleagues as deserveth many
thanks, and all honourable acknowledgement, not onely fi-om us, but from you also.

Give us leave to adde, that the long experience we have had of the great sufficiency,

integrity, and usefulnesse of them all, in the great work of Christ, our common Lord
and Master, inforceth us (next to our greatest sute, for the continuance of your fer-

vent prayers) to be earnest suiters, not onely for the continuance of these excellent

helpers, Mr Alex. Henderson, and Mr Sam. Rutherfurd, yet remaining with us, but

also for the speedy return hither of our reverend brethren that are now going hence,

for the perfecting of that work which yet remains. And this sute, we trust, you will
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the rather grant, because of the great and joint concernment of both Churches and
kingdoms in these matters.

Now, the Spirit of wisdom and of all grace rest upon you in all j'our great consult-

ations; as at all times, so especially now, when you shall be gathered together in the

name of the Lord Jesus, for the further building up and polishing of his Church ; and
cause the fruit of all your labours to be to the praise and glory of God, and the comfort
and rejoycing of the hearts of all the Israel of God : He reward all our dear brethren of
that sister Church and Nation manifold into their bosome all the labours, love, and suf-

ferings which they have afforded, and still do cheerfully continue, for our sakes and
the Gospel's, in this distracted and bleeding kingdome—suppresse all commotions
and bloody ]iractices ofthe common enemy, in both, yea, in all the three kingdoms

—

set up the Throne of Jesus Christ, and make all the kingdoms to be the Lord's, and
our Jerusalem to be a praise upon earth, that all that love her and mourn for her
may rejoyce for joy with her, and may suck and be satisfied with the breasts of her
consolation.

Subscribed by 3'our most loving brethren, and fellow-labourers in the

work of the Lord, in the name of this whole Assembly,

William Twisse, Prolocutor.

Cornelius Bueges, Assessor.

John White, Assessor.

Henry Robrough, Scriha.

Adoniram Byfizld, Sa-iba.

Westminster, January 6, 1644.

Direct.—To the Right Honourable and Right Reverend, the Generall Assembly
of the Church of Scotland, these present.

Sess. 5, January 28, 16i5, post meridiem, Die Martis.—Approbation of the Proceedings

of the Commission of the two preceding A.^semblies.

The Generall Assembly, having heard the report of the committee appointed to

consider and examine the proceedings of the Commissioners of the two last Generall

Assemblies, viz., of the Assemblies held in Edinburgh in the yeers 1643 and 1644
;

and after mature deliberation, and serious consideration thereof, finding that the

whole acts, proceedings, and conclusions of the said Commissioners, contained in a
book and register subscribed by Master Andrew Ker, their clerk, and by Master
George Leslie, moderator, and Master William Jaffray, clerk to the said committee,

declare much wisedome, diligence, vigilancie, and commendable zeal ; and that the

saids Commissioners have orderly and formally proceeded in every thing according

to their commissions : Do, therefore, ratifie and approve the said whole acts, proceed-

ings, and conclusions of the Commissioners of the two Assemblies aforesaid.

Sess. 10, February 3, 1645, Die Luna, post meridiem.—Act of the Generall Assembly

of the Kirk of Scotland, for the Establishing and putting in Execution (f the Directory

for the Publick Worship of God.

Whereas an happy unity and uniformity in religion amongst the Kirks of Christ

in these three kingdoms, united under one Soveraigne, hath been long and earnestly

wished for by the godly and well-affected amongst us—was propounded as a main
irticle of the large treaty, without which band and bulwark no safe, well-grounded,

ind lasting peace could be expected—and, afterward, with greater strength and ma-
urity, revived in the Solemne League and Covenant of the three kingdomes, where-

jy they stand straitly obliged to endeavour the neerest uniformity in one forme of

Church Government, Directory of Worship, Confession of Faith, and Forme of Gate-

•hising—which hath also, before and since our cntring into that Covenant, been the

natter of many supplications and remonstrances, and sending commissioners to the
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King's Majestic, of declarations to the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of Eng-
land, and of letters to the Reverend Assembly of Divines, and others of the ministerie

of the Kirk of England—being also the end of our sending commissioners, as was de-

sired from this Kirk, widi commission to treat of uniformitie in the foure particulars

afore mentioned, with such committees as should be appointed by both Houses of the

Parliament of England, and by the Assembly of Divines sitting at Westminster—and,

beside all this, it being, in point of conscience, the chief motive and end of our adven-

turing upon manifold and great hazards, for quenching the devouring flame of the

present unnaturall and bloody warre in England, though to the weakning of this

kingdome within itself, and the advantage of the enemy which hath invaded it, ac-

counting nothing too dear to us, so that this our joy be fulfilled : And now this great

work being so far advanced, that a Directory for the Publick Worship of God in all the

three kingdomes being agreed upon by the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of

England, after consultation with the divines of both kingdomes there assembled, and
sent to us for our approbation, that lacing also agreed upon by this Kirk and king-

dome of Scotland, it may be, in the name of both kingdomes, presented to the King,

for his royall consent and ratification. The Generall Assembly having most seriously

considered, revised, and examined the Directory afore mentioned, after severall pub-

lick readings of it, after much deliberation, both publickly and in private committees, I

after full liberty given to all to object against it, and earnest invitations of all who I

have any scruples about it to make known the same, that they might be satisfied, do 1

unanimously, and without a contrary voice. Agree to and Approve the following
J

Directory, in all the heads thereof, together with the preface set before it; and dothj

require, decerne, and ordain, that, according to the plain tenour and meaning thereofj I

and the intent of the preface, it be carefully and uniformly observed and practised byl

all the ministers and others within this kingdome whom it doth concerne ; which
|

practice shall be begun upon intimation given to the severall Presbyteries from the Com-
missioners of this Generall Assembly, who shall also take speciall care forthe timeousl

printing of this Directory, that a printed copy of it be provided and kept for the usel

of every kirk in this kingdome ; also that each Presbyterie have a printed copy thereof^

for their use, and take speciall notice of the observation or neglect thereof in everyl

congregation within their bounds, and make known the same to the Provinciall orl

Generall Assembly, as there shall be cause. Provided alwayes, that the clause in thel

Directory, of the administration of the Lord's Supper, which mentioneth the com-1

municants sitting about the table, or at it, be not interjireted, as if in the judgement!

of this Kirk it were indifferent and free for any of the communicants not to come tol

and receive at the table ; or as if we did approve the distributing of the elements byl

the minister to each communicant, and not by the communicants among themselves.'

It is also provided, that this shall be no prejudice to the order and practice of this!

Kirk in such particulars as are appointed by the Books of Discipline and Acts of^

Generall Assemblies, and are not otherwise ordered and appointed in the Directory .i

Finally, the Assembly doth, with much joy and thankfulnes, acknowledge the richl

blessing and invaluable mercy of God, in bringing the so much wished for uniformityl

in religion to such a happy period, that these kingdoms, once at so great distance in|

the form of worship, are now, by the blessing of God, brought to a neerer uniformityl

than any other reformed Kirks, which is unto us the return of our prayers, and

lightning of our eyes and reviving of our hearts, in the midst of our many sorrowsl

and sufferings, a taking away in a great measure the reproach of the people of God,I

to the stopping of the mouthes of malignant and disaffected persons, and an opening!

unto us a door of hope, that God hath yet thoughts of peace towards us, and not oil

evill, to give us an expected end. In the expectation and confidence whereof we dol

rejoyce, beseeching the Lord to preserve these kingdomes from heresies, schismesJ

offences, prophanenessc, and whatsoever is contrary to sound doctrine and the power
of godUnesse, and to continue with us, and the generations following, these his pure*

and purged ordinances, together with an increase of the power and life thereof, to the

glory of his great name, the enlargement of the kingdom of his Son, the corroboration

of peace and love between the kingdoms, the unity and consent of all his people, and

our edifying one another in love.
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Sess. 14, February/ 7, 1645, post meridiem.— Overtures for ndvancemetit of Learning,

and good Order in Grammar Schools and Collcdges.

I. That every grammar school be visited twice in the year by visitors, to be ap-

pointed by the Presbyterie and Kirk-session in landward parishes, and by the town-
councell in burghs, v/ith their ministers ; and where universities are, by the universi-

ties, with consent alwayes of the patrons of the school, that both the fidelitie and di-

ligence of the masters, and the proficiencie of the schoUers in pictic and learning

may appear, and deficiencie censured accordingly ; and that the visitors see that the

masters be not distracted by any other employments which may divert them from
their diligent attendance.

II. That for the remedie of the great decay of poesie, and of abilitie to make verse,

and in respect of the common ignorance of prosodie, no schoolmaster be admitted to

teach a grammar school, in burghs or other considerable paroches, but such as after

examination shall be found skilful! in the Latiiie tongue, not only for prose, but also

for verse ; and that after other trials to be made by the ministers, and others depute
by the Session, town, and paroch for this effect, that he be also approven by the

Presbyterie.

III. That neither the Greek language nor logick, nor any part of philosophic, be
taught in any grammar school or private place within this kingdom to young schol-

lers, who thereafter are to enter to any colledge, unlesse it be for a preparation to

their entrie there ; and, notwithstanding of any progresse any may pretend to have
made privately in these studies, yet, in the colledge he shall not enter to any higher
classe then that wherein the Greek language is taught, and being entred shall pro-

ceed orderly through the rest of the classes, untill he finish the ordinary course of four

years ; unlesse after due triall and examination, he be found equall in learning to the

best or most part of that classe to which he desires to ascend, by overleaping a mid
classe, or to the best or most part of those who are to be graduat, if he supplicate to

obtain any degree before the ordinary time ; and also, that there be found other
jiregnant reasons to move the Faculty of Arts to condescend thereto. And otherwise,

that he be not admitted to the degree of Master of Arts.

IV. That none be admitted to enter a student of the Greek tongue in any col-

ledge, unlesse after triall he be fovmd able to make a congruous theame in Latine ; or

at least, being admonished of his errour, can readily shew how to correct the same.
V. That none be promoved from an inferiour classe of the ordinary course to a

niperiour, unlesse he be found worthy, and to have sufficiently profited ; otherwise,

i:hat he be ordained not to ascend with his condisciples, and if he be a burser, that

le lose his burse ; and namely, it is to be required, that those who are taught in Aris-
';otle be found well instructed in his text, and be able to repeat in Greek, and un-
derstand his whole definitions, divisions, and principal! precepts, so far as they have
proceeded.

' \ I. Because it is a disgrace to learning, and hinderance to trades and other call-

ngs, and an abuse hurtfuil to the publick, that such as are ignorant and unworthy be

lonourcd with a degree or publick testimony of learning ; that, therefore, such triall

)e taken of students, specially of magistrands, that those who are found unworthy be
lot admitted to the degree and honour of Masters.

VII. That none who have entred to one colledge for triall or studie be admitted

o another colledge, without the testimonial! of the masters of that colledge wherein
c entred first, both concerning his literature and dutiful! behaviour, so long as he
emained there ; at least untill the masters of that colledge from whence he cometh
e timely advertised, that they may declare if they have any thing lawftdly to be ob-

•ctcd in the contrary. And that none be admitted, promoved, or receive degree in

ny colledge, who was rejected in another colledge for his unfitnesse and unwortlii-

esse, or any other cause repugnant to good order, who leaves the colledge where he
as, for eschewing of censure, or chastising for any fault committed by him ; or who
avcs the colledge because he was chastised, or for any other grudge or unjust

uarrel! against liis masters.

I
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VIII. That none of those who may be lawfully received in one colledge, after he
was in another, be admitted to any other classe, but to that wherein he was or should

have been in the colledge from whence he came, except upon reasons mentioned in

the third article preceding.

IX. That at the time of every Generall Assembly, the Commissioners directed

thereto from all the universities of this kingdom meet and consult together for the

establishment and advancement of pictie, learning, and good order, in the schools and
universities, and be carefull that a correspondence be kept among the universities,

and so farre as is possible an uniformitie in doctrine and good order.

The Generall Assembly, after serious consideration of the Overtures and Articles

above written, approves the same, and ordains them to be observed, and to

have the strength of an act and ordinance of Assembly in all time coming.

To the Honourable and High Court of Parliament, The humble Petition of the

Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland.

According to the constant and commendable practice of the Generall Assemblies

of this Kirk, we judge it incumbent to us. Right Honourable, when the displeasure

of the Almighty, and the extream danger of this Kirk and kingdome is so undeny-

ably demonstrate to the eyes of the whole world, by the invasion, increase, and suc-

cesse of these barbarous Irishes, and treacherous couutrcymen joyned with them ; not

onely out of conscience of the trust committed unto us, to proceed with the censures

of the Kirk against these who have joyned or shall happen to joyn themselves vnth

these enemies of God and his cause, to appoint a solemne fast and humiliation through

the kingdom, and to give warning to all the ministers and members of this Kirk of

the dangers and duties of the time ; but also, out of respect to your Honours, " who
judge not for man, but for the Lord ; who is with you in the judgement, and standeth

in the congregation of the mighty," humbly to present your Honours with our thoughts

and desires concerning the duties which the exigency of this time expecteth from

your hands.

The impunity of known incendiaries and malignants, as, by the course of Divine

Providence, (permitting those who have formerly escaped the hand of justice to be the

prime instruments of our present troubles,) it is held forth for a cause of the wrath

which yet burneth more and more ; so hath it been acknowledged before God, in our

publick humiliations, to be a maine cause of God's controversic with the land, and an

accession to the guiltinesse of the cruelty, villany, and other mischiefs committed by
them and their followers ; and to lye still under the guilt after solemne confession

were an high provocation of God, and an heavy aggravation of our sinne ; and, on the

one part, doth grieve the godly, discourage their hearts, and weaken their hands ; on

the other part, doth harden them who are already engaged, to persist in their unna-

turall and bloudy practices—heartneth others, who have not hitherto avowed their

malignancy, openly to declare themselves—and is laid hold upon by the disaffected,

who lye in wait to finde occassion, as fitting to work the people to an unwiUingnesse

of undergoing necessary burthens imposed for publick good.

Although the Lord hath shewn imto us great and sore troubles, and our heart may
be broken with reproach, shame, and dishonour, put upon us by the vilest among
men ; yet hath he made known unto us the power of his working amidst these mani-

fold troubles, bringing forward the much desired work of uniformity in worship and
government to a greater perfection then was expected, (as your Honours and we did

see the other day with joy of heart,) which is a testimony from heaven, that the Lord
hath not left us in the fiery furnace, but dwelleth still in the midst of the burning

bush, and should rouze up our drouping spirits to follow God fully, and quicken our

slownesse to hasten and " help the Lord against the mighty." In delay, there is perill ;

of strengthening the arme of the intestine eneinie, making faint the hearts of our I

neighbours and friends, and disabling us for reaching help unto those who are wrest- ,

ling, against much opposition, to perfect the work of reformation. The reproach imder
which we lye almost buried, should be so farre from retarding proceedings, that it
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should intend the spirit into a higher degree of desire, and expede the hand to

speedier action for vindicating our own name, and " that Name which is above all

names," from the daily " reproach of the foohsh."

Slay it therefore please your Honours, in the zeal of the Lord, to proceed with

some speedv course of justice against such persons as are known to have joyned them-

selves, either actually in arms, or by their counsell, supplies, encouragements, have

strengthened the hands of the bloody enemies, whereby a cause of the controversie

shall be removed, the land cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, the cruell and
crooked generation disheartned, the fainting hearts of the godly refreshed, and their

feeble knees strengthened ; and cheerfully and unanimously to resolve upon, and put

in execution, all lawfull and ])ossible wayes of speedy and active pursuing and extir-

pating these barbarous and unnaturall enemies within the kingdom ; whereby your

thaukfulnesse to God for promoving his owne work, and your endeavours of imifor-

mity, shall be testified—your sense of the dishonour of this nation, and of the danger

of delay expressed—and your conscience of the oath of God upon you manifested.

We are confident of your Honours' conscience and care, onely we exhort you in the

Lord to unite your spirits, and accelerate your counsels and endeavours ; and pray

the Lord of Hosts to prosper your enterprises, according to the engagement of his

name, intei'est of his work, and necessity of his people, to his own glory, the establish-

ment of the King's throne in righteousnesse, the comfort of his saints, and the con-

version or confusion of enemies. " Be of good corn-age, and behave your selves va-

liantly, for our people, and for the cities of our God." " Arise, and the Lord be with

you."

Overtures propounded hy the Committee appointed by this Venerable Assembly, for

orderin/j of the Bursars of Theohgie, and maintaining o^ them at the Schools of
Diinniiie.

L That every bursar have yearly payed him for his maintenance L.lOO at the

least.

IL That the said maintenance be taken forth of the Kirk penalties, according to

the intention of the first act for maintaining of bursars.

ni. That every Presbyterie, consisting of twelve kirks in number, maintain a

bursar yearly at the University.

IV. And where the Presbyteries are fewer in number, that they joyne with other

Presbyteries, to make up their number ; and the snpei-plus of the number to be ordered
and disposed by the Presbyteries and Synods ; and that their books bear records

thereof.

V. That the Kirks of these Presbyteries be proportionally stented, according to

the number of the Communicants in each Parochin.

VL That the said maintenance be collected by the iVIodcratour of every Presby-
terie by equall divided portions, and the one-half to be brought into the Winter
Synod, and given to the said bursars, and the other half at the Summer Synod, to

be sent unto them ; and that the severall Synods take an exact comjtt hereof", and see

that all be rightly done, and that their- books bear the report hereof to the Generall

Assembly.

VII. That the time of bursars' abode at the Schools of Divinity exceed not foure

years ; which being expired, or in case before the expiring of the said time any be

removed, either by death, or by some calling to a particular charge, another be pre-

sented to the said benefit.

VIII. That in case any prove deficient in payment of the said maintenance for the

time to come, that it shall be carefiilly exacted by the Synods, and sent over to the

Generall Assembly, to be disposed upon by them as they shall finde expedient, that

no person may have benefit in their slacknesse and neglect.

IX. That all bursars of Theologie bring sufficient testimonies yearly from the Uni-
versities where they are bred, of their proficiencie and good behaviour ; and that they
be also ready to give a proof of their labours at the severall Synods, if it shall be re-

I
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quired. And if they be found deficient, that they be denuded of the said benefit,

and others more hopefull placed in tlieir rooms.

The Generall Assembly approves these Overtures above written, and ordains the

same to be observed in all time coming. And that Presbyteries (who have

not already done it) begin and enter to the maintaining of tlieir bursars, in

manner foresaid, in this present year 1645. And recommends to Presbyte-

ries to make choice of such for the burse as are of good report, inclined to

learning, and have past their course of Philosophie ; and to try their qualifica-

tion before they send them to the Universities.

The Opinion of the Committee for keeping the greater Uniformitie in this Kirk, in the

practice arid observation of the Directory in some Points of Publick Worship.

I. It is the humble opinion of the Committee for regulating that exercise of read-

ing and expounding the Scriptures read upon the Lord's day, mentioned in the Di-

rectory, that the Minister and people repair to the Kirk half an hour before that

time at which ordinarily the Minister now entrcth to the publick worship ; and
that that exercise of reading and expounding, together with the ordinary exercise

of preaching, be perfected and ended at the time which formerly closed the exercise

of ])ublick worship.

II. In the administration of Baptisme it will be convenient that that sacrament

be administrcd in face of the Congregation, that what is spoken and done may
be heard and seen of all, and that it be administred after the sermon, before the

blessing.

III. In the administration of the Lord's Supper it is the judgement of the Com-
mittee :

—

1. That congregations be still tried and examined before the communion, ac-

cording to the bygone practice of this Kirk.

2. That there be no reading in the time of communicating, but the minister mak-
ing a short exhortation at every table, that thereafter there be silence during the

time of the communicants' receiving, except onely when the minister cxprcsseth

some few short sentences, suitable to the present condition of the communicants in

the receiving, that they may be incited and quickned in their meditations in the

action.

3. That distribution of the elements among the communicants be universally

used ; and for that effect, that the bread be so prepared that the communicants may
divide it amongst themselves, after the minister hath broken and delivered it to the

nearest.

4. That while the tables are dissolving and filling there be alwayes singing of

some portion of a Psalmo, according to the custome.

5. That the communicants both before their going to, and after their coming from

the table, shall only joyne themselves to the present publick exercise then in hand.

6. That when the communion is to be celebrate in a paroch, one minister may
be imployed for assisting the minister of the paroch, or at the most two.

7. That there be one sermon of preparation dehvered in the ordinary place of

publick worship upon the day inmiediatly preceding.

8. That before the serving of the tables there be only one sermon delivered to

those who are to communicate, and that in the kirk where the service is to be per-

formed. And that in the same kirk there be one sermon of thanksgiving after the

communion is ended.

9. When the parochiners are so numerous that their paroch kirk cannot contain

them, so that there is a necessity to keep out such of the paroch as cannot conveni-

ently have place, that in that case the brother who assists the minister of the paroch

may be ready, if need be, to give a word of exhortation in some convenient place ap-

pointed for that purpose, to those of the paroch who that day are not to communicate ;

which must not be begun untill the sermon delivered in the kirk be concluded.

10. That of those who are present in the kirk where the communion is celebrate
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none be permitted to go forth whill the whole tables be served and the blessing pro-

nounced, unlesse it be for more commodious order, and in other cases of necessity.

11. That the minister who cometh to assist have a special! care to provide his own
paroch, lest, otherwise, while he is about to minister comfort to others liis own flock

be left destitute of preaching.

12. That none coming from another paroch shall be admitted to the communion
without a testimoniall from their own minister ; and no minister shall refuse a testi-

moniall to any of his paroch who communicates ordinarily at their own paroch kirk,

and are without scandal! in their life for the time. And this is nowayes to prejudge

any honest person, who occasionally is in the place where the communion is cele-

brate ; or such as by death, or absence of their own minister, could not have a testi-

moniall.

IV. It is also the judgement of the committee, that the ministers bowing in the

pulpit, tliough a lawful custome in this Kirk, be hereafter laid aside, for satisfaction

of the desires of the reverend Divines in the Synod of England, and for uniformity

with that Kirk, so much endeared to us.

The Assembly, having considered seriously the judgement ofthe committee above
written, doth approve the same in all the articles thereotj and ordains them
to be obseiTcd in all time hereafter.

Sess. 16, Fehruary 10, \&-^o, post meridiem.—Act of the Generall Assemhli/ of the Kirk

of Scotland, approving the Propositions concerning Kirk Government and Ordination

of Ministers.

The Generall Assembly, being most desirous and solicitous, not only of the esta-

blishment and preservation of the form of kirk government in this kingdome, according

to the Word of God, Books of Discipline, Acts of Generall Assemblies, and National!

Covenant, but also of an uniformity in kirk government betwixt these kingdomes, now
more straitly and strongly united by the late Solemne League and Covenant ; and
considering, that as in former times there did, so hereafter there may arise, through the

neernesse of contagion, manifold mischiefs to this Kirk firomacorrupt form of govern-

ment in the Kirk of England : Likeas the precious opportunity of bringing the Kirks

of Christ, in all the three kingdoms, to an uniformity in kirk government, being the

T hajipinesse of the present times above the former ; which may also, by the blessing of

God, prove an effectuall nieane, and a good foundation to prepare for a safe and well-

grounded pacification, by removing the cause from which the present pressures and
bloodie wars did originally proceed. And now, the Assembly having thrice read, and
diligently examined the propositions (heremito annexed) concerning the Officers,

Assemblies, and Government of the Kirk ; and concerning the Ordination of Mini-

sters, brought unto us as the results of the long and learned debates of the Assembly
of Divines sitting at Westminster, and of the treaty of uniformity with the Commis-
sioners of this Kirk there residing ; after mature deliberation, and after tynious calling

upon, and warning of all who have any exceptions against the same, to make them
known, that they might receive satisfaction, doth Agree to, and Approve the proposi-

tions aforementioned, touching kirk government and ordination ; and doth hereby

authorize the Commissioners of this Assembly, who are to meet at Edinburgh, to agree

to and conclude, in the name of this Assembly, an uniformitie betwixt the Kirks in

both kingdoms in the aforementioned particulars, so soon as the same shall be ratified,

without any substantial! alteration, by an ordinance of the Honourable Houses of the

Parliament of England ; which ratification shall be timely intimate and made known
by the Commissioners of this Kirk residing at London. Provided ahvayes, that this

act shall be no wayes prejudicial! to the further discussion and examination of that

Article which holds forth, that the Doctor or Teacher hath power of the administra-

tion of the Sacraments as well as the Pastor ; as also of the distinct rights and interests

jf Presbyteries and People in the Calling of Ministers—but that it shall be free to de-

jate and" diseusse these points, as God shall be pleased to give further light.

The propositions of Government and Ordination, mentioned in the preceding acU

are not to be licrc printed : but after the ratification thereof by the Parliament

I
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of Englcand, they are to be printed by warrant of the Commissioners of this

Assembly.

Sess. 18, February 12, 1645, fost meridiem.

The Generall Assembly, after mature deliberation, having found it most necessary

that this whole nation be timely warned and duly informed of their present dangers,

and the remedies to be used, and duties to be done, for preventing and removing
thereof; doth ordain this Warning to be forthwith printed and published, and sent to

all the Presbyteries in this kingdom, as also to the Presbyteries that are with our
armies. -And that each Presbyterie, immmediately after the receipt hereof, take

speedy course for the reading of it in every congregation within their bounds, upon
the Lord's day, after the forenoon's sermon, and before the blessing ; and that they

give account of their diligence herein to the Commissioners of the Generall Assem-
blj', who have hereby power and warrand to try and censure such as shall contenme
or slight the said Warning, or shall refuse or neglect to obey this ordinance.

A Solemne and Seasonable Jrarning to the Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burrows,

Ministers, and Commons of Scotland ; as also to our Armies icithout and within this

Kingdom.

The cause of God in this kingdom, both in the beginnings and progrcsse of it,

hath been carried through much craft and mighty opposition of enemies, and through

other perplexities and dangers, God so disposing, for the greater glory of his manifold

and marvellous wisdome and his invincible power, and for our greater tryall.

These dangers, both from without and from within, together with the remedies

thereof, have been from time to time represented and held forth, in the many pub-
lick supplications of this Kirk and kingdom to the King, and in their many declara-

tions, remonstrances, letters, acts, and other ])ubl!ck intimations ;
particularly, by a

necessary Warning published by the Commissioners of the Generall Assembly in

January 1643; and by the remonstrance of the same connnissioners to the Convention

of Estates in July thereafter, concerning the dangers of religion, and the remedies of

these dangers; which warning and remonstrance at that time had, by the blessing of

God, very good and comfortable cifccts. And now, the Generall Assembly itself,

being by a spcciall providence, and upon extraordinary occasions, called together,

while God is writing bitter things against this land in great letters, which he that runs

may read—and knowing that wc cannot be answerable to God nor our own con-

sciences, nor the expectation of others, if from this chief watch-tower we should give

no seasonable warning to the city of God ; while we think of these things, " for Sion's

sake we will not hold our peace, and for Jerusalem's sake we will not rest ;" trusting
,

that God will give, though not to all, yet to many, a seeing eye, a hearing ear, and an
understanding heart ; ibr " who is wise, and he shall understand these things, ])rudcnt,

and he shall know them ; for the wayes of the Lord are right, and the just shall vj-alk

in them; but the transgressors shall fall therein," and " the wicked shall dowickedly,j

and none of the wicked shall understand."

That which we principally intend, is to hold forth (so farre as the Lord gives us

light) how this nation ought to be affected with their present mercies andjudge-j

ments ; what use is to be made of the Lord's dealings, and what is required of

people so dealt with.

Had we been timely awaked, and taken warning, either from the exemplarj

judgements of other nations, or from God's threatnings by the mouths of his servant^

auiongst our selves; or from our ownc former visitations, and namely, the sword

threatned and drawn against us, both at home and from abroad, but at that time^

through the forbearance of God, ])ut up in the sheath again, wc might have pre-

vented the miseries under which now we groane. But the cup of trembling be-

fore taken out of our hands, is again come about to us, that wee may drink deeper ofl

it ; and although, when these bloody monsters, the Irish rebels, together with somef
degenerate, unnatural!, and perfidious countrcymen of our own, did first lilt up theirj

i
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heads, and enter this kingdomc in a hostile waj-, it was looked upon as a light matter,

and the great judgement which hath since appeared in it, not apprehended
; yet now

we are made more sensible, that they are " the rod of God's wrath, and the staffe in

their hand," which hath stricken us these three times, is '• his indignation." He " hath

shewed his people hard things, and made us to drink the wine of astonishment."

Take we, therefore, notice of the hand that smiteth us ;
" for affliction cometh not

forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground. There is no evill in

the city" nor countrey " which the Lord hath not done ;" he it is that '' formeth the light,

and createth darknesse ; who maketh peace, and createth evill ;" he it is that hath

given a charge to the sword, '•' so that it cannot be still ;" he it is that hath his other
" arrows ready upon the string to shoot at us," the pestilence and famine.

In the next place, let us apply our hearts to know, and to search, and to seek out

wisdome, and the reason of things, and to understand the language of this present

judgment, and God's meaning in it ; for though the Almighty "giveth not an accompt

of any of his matters," and hath " his way in the sea, and his path in the deep waters,"

which cannot be traced
; yet he is pleased, by the light of his Word and Spirit, by

the voice of our own consciences, and by that which is written and ingraven upon
our judgement, as with the point of a diamond and a pen of iron, to make known in

some measure his meaning unto his servants. " God hath spoken once, A^ea twice,

yet man perceiveth not ;" therefore, now hath he made this rod to speak aloud the

third time, that we may '• hear the voice of the rod, and who hath appointed it
;"

that which the rod pointeth at is not any guilt of rebellion or disloyaltie in us, as the

sons of Belial do slander and belye the Solemne League and Covenant of the three

kingdoms, which we are so farre from repenting of, that we cannot remember or men-
tion it without great joy and thankfulnesse to God, as that which hath drawn many
blessings after it, and unto which God hath given manifold and evident testimonies ;

for no sooner was the Covenant begun to be taken in England, but sensibly the con-

dition of affairs there was changed to the better ; and though a little before, the ene-

my was coming in like a tlood, yet as soon as the Spirit of the Lord did lift up the

standard against him, from that day forward the waters of their deluge did decrease.

And for our part, our forces sent into that kingdom, in pursuance of that Covenant,
have been so mercifully and manifestly assisted and blessed from heaven, (though in

the mids ot many dangers and distresses, and much want and hardship,) and have

been so farre instrumental! to the foyling and scattering of two prlncipall armies

;

first, the Marquesse of Newcastle his army ; and afterward, Prince Rupert's and his

together ; and to the reducing of two strong cities, York and Newcastle, that we
have what to answer the enemy that reproacheth us concerning that businesse, and
that which may make iniquitie it self to stop her mouth. But which is more unto us

than all victories, or whatsomever temporall blessing, the reformation of religion

in England, and uniformity therein between both kingdoms, (a principal end of that

Covenant.) is so far advanced, that the Enghsh Service-Book, with the Holy-Dayes,
and many other ceremonies contained in it, together with the Prelacy, the fountain of

all these, are abolished, and taken away by ordinance of Parliament, and a Directory

for the Worship of God in all the three kingdoms agreed upon in the Assemblies,

and in the Parliaments of both kingdoms, without a contrary voice in either ; the

government of the Kirk by Congregational Elderships, Classical Presbyteries, Pro-
vincial and National Assemblies, is agreed upon by the AssembK' of Divines at

Westminster, which is also voted and concluded in both Houses of the Parliament of

England : And what is yet remaining of the intended uniformitie is in a good way ;

so that, let our lot fall in other things as it may, " the will of the Lord be done."

In this we rejoyce, and will rejoyce, that our Lord Jesus Christ is no loser, but a

conquerour ; that his ordinances take place, that his ca\ise prevaileth, and the work
of purging and building his temple goeth forward, and not backward. Neither yet
are we so to understand the " voice of the rod" which lyeth heavy upon us, as

if the Lord's meaning were to pluck up what he hath planted, and to pull down
what he hath builded in this kingdom, to have no more yileasure in us, to remove
our candlestick, and to take his kingdom from us ; nay, before that our God
cast us off, and the '^glory depart from Israel," let him rather consume us by the
sword, and the famine, and the pestilence, so that he will but keep his own great
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nauic from reproach and blasphemy, and own us as his people in covenant with him.

But " now there is hope in Israel concerning this thing," we will beleeve " that we shall

yet see the goodnessc of the Lord in the land of the living :" We will not cast away
our confidence of a blessed peace, and of the removing of the scourge and casting it

in the fire, when the Lord hath by it performed " his whole work upon Mount Sion

and Jerusalem," much more will wee be confident of the continuance of the blessings

of the Gospel, " that glory may dwell in our land." " This is the day of Jacob's

trouble, but he shall be saved out of it :" And the time is coming, when a new song

shall be put in our mouths, and we shall say, " This is our God ; we have waited for

him, and he hath saved us." Though the Lord smite us, it is the hand of a ftither, not

of an enemy; he is not consuming us, but refining us, that we may come forth as gold

out of the fire. "We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are per-

plexed, but not in despaire
;
persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast downe, but not de-

stroyed." We know assuredly there is more mercy in emptying us from vessel to

vessel, then in suffering us to settle on our lees, whereby our taste should remain in

us, and our sent not be changed.
These things premised, we come to the true language of this heavy judgement, and

to the reall procuring causes thereof. " For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and
for the sins of the house of Israel." God is hereby shewing to great and small in this

land their work and their transgression, that they have exceeded. " He openeth also

their eare to discipline, and commandcth that they return from iniquity." We leave

every congregation in the laud, every family in every congregation, and every person

in every family, to examine their own hearts and wayes, and to mourn for congregation-

all, domesticall, and personall sinnes : Cursed shall they be who have added fuell to the

fire, and now bring no water to extinguish it, who had a great hand in the provoca-

tion, and bear no part in the humiliation.

Let every one commune with his own conscience, and repent of his, even his

wickednessc, and say, What have I done ? We shall here touch only the national!

sinnes, or at least more publick ones then those of a family or congregation, which
we also intend for chief causes of a publick fast and humiliation. If, among our

nobles, gentrie, and barons, there have been some studying their own private interests

more then the publick, and "seeking their own things more then the things of Christ, or

oppressing and defrauding the poorer sort and the necdie, because it was in the power
of their hand ;" and if, among our ministrie there have been divers time-seiTcrs, " who
have not renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, whose hearts have not been
right before God, nor stcdfast in his Covenant," who have been secretly haters of

the power of godhnesse, and of mortification ; shall not God search all this out ? " who
will bring to light the hidden things of darknesse, and will make manifest the coun-
sels of the hearts." In these also leavincc all men to a iudgina; and searching of them-
selves, there are many other provocations which are apparent in all or many of this

nation, from which, " though they wash with nitre, and take much sope," yet they

cannot make themselves clean. " Because of these the land mourncth," and at these

the sword striketh.

As, first. The contempt, neglect, and disesteem of the glorious Gospel ; our unbelief,

unfruitfuinesse, lukewarmnesse, formality, and hardnesse of heart, under all the means
of grace ; our not receiving of Christ in our hearts, nor seeking to know him and
glorifie him in all his offices. The power of godlinesse is hated and mocked by many
to this day, and by the better sort too much neglected, and many Christian duties are

not minded ; as, " the not speaking of our own words, nor finding of our own pleasure

upon the Lords day;" holy and edifying conference, both on that day, and at other

occasions ; the instructing, admonishing, comforting, and rebuking one another, as

Divine Providence ministreth occasion. In many families, almost no knowledge nor
worship of God to be found ; yea, there are among the nunisters who have strength-

ened the hearts and hands of the profane more then of the godly, and have not taken
" heed to the ministrie which they have received of the Lord to fulfill it."

Next, God hath sent the sword to avenge the quarrell of his broken Covenant; for,

besides the defection of many of this nation under the Prelats from our first nationall

Covenant, a sinne not forgotten by God, if not repented by men as well as forsaken

;

oiur latter vows and Covenants have been also foully violated, by not conuibuling
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our uttermost assistance to this cause, with our estates and lives ; by not endeavour-

ing with all faithfulnesse, the discovery, triall, and condigne punishment of Malignants

and evil instruments ;
yea, b}' complying too much with those who have not onely

born armes, and given their personall presence and assistance, but also drawn and led

on others after them in the shedding of our brethren's blood ; therefore is our sinne

made our punishment, and " we are filled with the fruit of our own wayes." These

horns now push the sides of Judah and Jerusalem, because the carpenters, when they

ought and might, did not cut them off; and yet to this day the course of justice is

obstructed. The Lord himself will execute justice if men will not. But, above all, let

it be deeply and seriously thought of, that our Covenant is broken by the neglect

of a reall reformation of our selves and others under our power; let every one ask

his own heart what lust is mortified in him, or what change wrought in his life since,

more then before the Covenant ? Swearing, cursing, profanation of the Lord's day,

fornication, and other unclcannesse, drunkennesse, injustice, lying, oppression, mur-
muring, repining, and other sorts of proj)hanenesse, still abound too much both in the

countrey and in our armies
;
yea, there is no reformation of some members of publick

judicatories, which is a great dishonour to God, and a foul scandall to the whole

nation.

Thirdly, We have not glorified God according to the great things which he hath

done for us, nor made the right use of former mercies ; since he loved us, (a nation

not worthy to be beloved,) he hath made us precious and honourable, but we have
not walked worthy of his love : We " waxed fiit and kicked," " forsaking God who made
us, and lightly esteeming the rock of our salvation." And this great unthankfulnesse

filleth up our cup.

Fourthly, Notwithstanding of so much guiltinesse, we did send forth our armies,

and undertake great ser\'iccs presumptuously, without repentance, and making our
peace with God, like the Children of Israel, who, trusting to the goodnesse of their

cause, minded no more, but " which of us shall goe up first."

It is now high time, under the feeling of so great a burden, both of sinne and wrath,

to humble our uncircumcised hearts, to put our mouth in the dust, if so be there

may be hope, to wallow our selves in ashes, to clothe oiu* selves with our shame as

with a garment ; to justifie God s righteous judgements, to acknowledge our iniqui-

tie, to make our supplication to our Judge, and to seek his face, that he may pardon
our sinne, and heal our land. The Lord roareth, and shall not his children tremble ?

The God of glory thundereth, and " the Highest uttereth his voice, hailstones and
coaies of fire

;"' who will not fall down and fear before him ? The fire waxeth hot, and
burneth round about us, and shall any sit still and be secure ? The storm bloweth hard,

and shall any sluggard be still asleep ? This is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and
of blasphemy ; who will not take up a lamentation ? Let the watchmen rouze up
themselves and others, and strive to get their own and their people's hearts deeply
affecjcd, and even melted before the Lord: Let every one turn from his evill way,
and cry mightily to God, and give him no rest till he repent of the evill, and smell a
savour of rest, and say, " It is enough." He hath not said to the seed ofJacob, Seek ye
me in vain. Wee do not moume as they that have no hope, but we " will bear the

indignation of the Lord, because wee have sinned against him, untill he plead our
cause, and execute judgement for us." And what though our candles be put out? so

that our sun shine : What though our honour be laid in the dust? so that God work
out his own honour, yea, our happinesse out of our shame. In vain have we trusted

to the arm of flesh ; in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel. No flesh must
glory before him, but '• he that glorieth must glory in the Lord."

These duties of humiliation, repentance, faith, amendment of life, and fervent
prayer, though the principall, yet are not all which are required at the hands of this

. nation, but men of all sorts and degrees must timely apply themselves to such other
resolutions and actions, as are most sutcable and necessary at this time ; which that
all may tlir better understand, and be excited and encouraged to act accordingly,
let it be well observed, that the present state of the controversie and cause is no other
but what hath been fonnerly professed before God and the world, that is, the refor-

^

niatiou and preservation of religion, the defence of the honour and happinesse of the
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King, and of the authority of the Parhament, together witli the maintenance of our

lawes, Hberties, Uves, and estates. We are not changed from our former principles

and intentions, but tliese who did fall off from us to the contrary party have now-

made it manifest, that these were not their ends when they seemed to joyn with us

;

" Therefore are they gone out from us, because they were not of us." And as our

cause is the same, so the danger thereof is not lesse, but greater then before, and that

from two sorts of enemies. First, from open enemies, we mean those of the Popish,

Prelaticall, and Malignant faction, who have displayed a banner against the Lord and

against his Christ in all the three kingdoms, being " set on fire of hell," and by the

speciall inspiration of Satan, who is full of fury, because he knovi'es he hath but a

short time to reigne. The cockatrice before hatched is now broken forth into a

viper. The danger was before feared, now it is felt—before imminent, now incum-

bent—licfore our division, now our destruction is endeavoured—before the sword was

fourbished and made ready, now the sword " is made fat with flesh, and drunk with

blond," and yet it hungreth and thirsteth for more. The Queen is most active

abroad, using all means for strengthening the Popish, and suppressing the Protestant

party ; insomuch, that Malignants have insolently expressed their confidence, that

her journey to France shall prove a successfull counsell, and that this island, and

particularly this kingdome, shall have a greater power to grapple with, before the next

summer, then any which yet we have encountred with. The Irish rebels have

offered to the King to send over a greater number into both the kingdomes. The
hostile intentions of the King of Denmark, if God be not pleased still to divert and

disable him, do plainly enough appear from his own letters, sent not long since to

the estates of this kingdome. In the mean time, the hellish crue, under the conduct

of the excommunicate and forefaulted Earle of Montrose, and of Alaster MacDonald,

a Papist and an outlaw, doth exercise such barbarous, unnaturall, horrid, and unheard

of cruelty, as is above expression ; and (if not repressed) what better usage can others,

not yet touched, expect from them, being now hardened and animated by the suc-

cesse which God hath, for our humiliation and correction, permitted unto them ; and

if they shall now get leave to secure the Elighlands for themselves, they will not onely

from thence infest the rest of this countrey, but endeavoura diversion of our forces

in England, from the prosecution of the ends expressed in the Covenant of the three

kino-doms, toward which ends, as their service hath been already advantageous, so

their continuance is most necessary.

The second sort of enemies from which our present dangers arise, are secret Malig-

nants and Uis-Covenanters, who may be known by these and the like characters

—

their slighting or censuring of the Publick Resolutions of this Kirk and State—their

consulting and labouring to raise jealousies and divisions, to retard or hinder the exe-

cution of what is ordered by the jiublick judicatories—their slandering of the Cove-

nant of the three kingdomes, and expedition into England, as not necessary for the

good of religion or safety of this kingdome, or as tending to the diminution of the

King's just power and greatnesse—their confounding of the King's honour and author-

ity, with the abuse and pretence thereof, and with commissions, warrants, and let-

ters, procured from the King by the enemies of this cause and Covenant, as if we

could not oppose the latter without encroaching upon the former—-their whetting of

their tongues to censure and slander those whom God hath honoured as his chief in-

struments in this work—their commending, justifying, or excusing the proceedings of

James Grahame, some time Earle of Montrose, and his complices—their conversing or

intercommuning, by word or writ, with him, or other excommunicate Lords, contrary to

the natureof that ordinance of Christ, and to the old Acts of Generall Assemblies—their

making merry, and their insolent carriage, at the news of any prosperous successe of

the Popish and Malignant armies in any of these kingdomes—their drawing of parties

and factions, to the weakning of the common union— their spreading of informations

that uniformitie in religion and the presbyteriall government is not intended by the

Parliament of England—their endeavours, informations, and sollicitations, tending to

weaken the hearts and hands of others, and to make them withhold their assistance

from this work.

Let this sort of bosome enemies, and disaffected persons, be well marked, timely di&-

»
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covered, and carefully avoided, lest they infuse the poyson of their seducin"- counsels
into the mindes of others; wherein let ministers be faithfull, and Presbyteries vigilant
and unpartial, as they will answer the contrary to God, and to the Generall Assembly,
or their commissioners.

The cause and the dangers thereof being thus evidenced, unlesse men will blot out
of their hearts the love of religion and the cause of God, and cast off all care of their
countrey, lawes, liberties, and estates, yea, all naturall affection to the preservation of
themselves, their wives, children, and friends, and whatsoever is dearest to them under
the sun, (all these being in the visible danger of a present ruine and destruction,) they
must now or never appear actively, each one stretching himself to, yea, beyond his
power. It IS no time to dally, nor go about the businesse by halfes, nor by almost,
but altogether zealous : " Cursed be he that doth the work of the Lord negligently,
or dealeth falsly in the Covenant of God." If we have been so forward to ass'ist our
neighbour kmgdomes, shall we neglect to defend our own ? Or shall the enemies of
God be more active against his cause than his people for it? God forbid. If the
work, being so far carried on, shall now miscarry and fail in our hands, our own con-
sciences shall condemne us, and posterity shall curse us ; but if we stand stoutly and
stedfastly to it, the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in our hands, and all genera-
tions shall call us blessed.

Let ministers stir up others, by free and faithfull preaching, and by admonishinn-
every one of his duty, as there shall be occasion ; and if it shall be the lot of any o1'
them to fall under the power of the enemy, let them, through the strength of Christ,
persevere in their integrity, choosing affliction rather then sin, glorifyino- God, and
not fearing what flesh can do unto them.

°

Let our armies beware of ungodlinesse and worldly lusts, living godly, soberly, and
righteously, avoyding all scandalous carriage, which may give occasion to others to
think the worse of their cause and Covenant ; and remembring that the eyes of God
angels, and men, are upon them : Finally, renouncing all confidence in' their own
strength, skill, valour, and number, and trusting only to the " God of the armies of
Israel,' who hath fought, and will fight for them.

Let all sorts, both of high and low degree in this kingdome, call to minde their
bolemne Covenants, and pay their vows to the Most High ; and, namely, that article of
our hrst Covenant, which oWigeth us not to stay nor hinder any such resolution as by
comnion consent shall be found to conduce for the ends of the Covenant, but by all
lawtull means to further and promove the same ; which lyeth as a bond upon people's
consciences, readily to obey such orders, and willingly to undergo such burdens as
by the publick and common resolution of the Estates of Parliament are found necessary
for the prosecution of the war ; considering that the enemy cannot be suppressed with-
out a competent number of forces, and forces cannot be kept together without main-
tenance, and maintenance cannot be had without such publick burdens ; which, how-
ever, for the present not joyous but giievous, yet it shall be no grief of heart after-
wards, even unto the common sort, that they have given some part of their necessary
bvehhood for assisting so good a work. It is far from our thou-hts that the pinching
of some should make others superfluously to abound. It is rather to be expected ol'
the richer sort that they will spare and defalk, not only the pride and superfluity
both of apparell and diet, but also a part of their lawfull allowance in these thin-s, to
contribute the same as a free-will offering, beside what they are obliged to by law or
pubhck order, after the example of godly Nehemiah, who, for the !space of twelve
years, wfule the walls of Jerusalem were abuilding, did not eat the bread of the

^

governour that he might ease by so much the people's burthens and bondage.
in our last Covenant there is another article, which (without the oblivion or ne-

glect of any of the rest) we wish may be well remembred at this time, namely, thatwe shall assist and defend all that enter into this League and Covenant, in the main-
tainmg and pursuing thereof, and shall not suffer our selves, directly or indirectly, by
Whatsoever combination, perswasion, or t^ror, to be divided and withdrawne from
tms blessed union and conjunction, whether to make defection to the contrary part
or to give our selves to a detestable indiff'ercncy or neutrality in this cause • Accord-

'
mg to which article, men's reality and integrity in the Covenant will be manifest
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and demonstrable, as well by their omissions as by their commissions ; as well by
their not doing good as by their doing evil :

" He that is not with us is against us,

and he that gathereth not with us scattcreth." Whoevei- he be that will not, accord-

ing to publick order and appointment, adventure his person, or send out these that

are under his power, or pay the contributions imposed for the maintenance of the

forces, must be taken for an enemie. Malignant, and Covenant-breaker, and so in-

volved both into the displeasure of God and censures of the Kirk, and no doubt

into civil punishments also, to be inflicted by the State.

And if any shall prove so untoward and perfidious, their iniquitie shall be upon
themselves, and they " shall bear their punishment." Deliverance and good successe

shall follow those who, with purpose of heart, cleave unto the Lord, and whose
hearts are upright toward his glory. When we look back upon the great things

which God hath done for us, and our former deliverances out of several dangers and
difficulties, which appeared to us insuperable, experience breeds hope ; and when we
consider, how, in the midst of all our sorrows and pressm'cs, the Lord our God
hath given us a naile in his holy place, and hath lightned our eyes with the desire-

able and beautiful sight of his own glory in his temple, we take it for an argument
that he hath yet " thoughts of peace," and a purpose of mercy toward us ; " though
for a small moment he hath forsaken us, yet with great mercies he will gather us."

He hath hfted up our enemies, that their fall may be the greater, and that he may
cast them downe into desolation for evei". Arise, and let us be doing ; " the Lord of

Hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob is our refuge."

Act aqainst Lyhwakes.

Whereas the corrupt custome of lykwakes hath fostered both superstition and

profanitie through the land, this present Assembly discharges the same in time com-

ming ; and appoints Presbyteries to take speciall care for trying and censuring the

transgressors of this act within their severall bounds.

Act recommending to Sessions to have the pj-inted Acts ofAssembUe.

The Generall Assembly, considering how necessar it is that every session in a

parish have the Acts of the Assembly for their use, doth therefore seriously recom-

mend to every parish and session to buy the printed Acts of the Assembly : And ordains

Presbyteries to crave account hereof from every minister, before their going to Pro-

vinciail Assemblies : And likewise, that every Provinciall Assembly crave account

from Presbyteries in their trials, if every session be so provided, and that they try

the diligence of Presbyteries and ministers used for that effect.

Sess. Ult., February L3, IC45, jmst meridiem.—Actfor censuring the Ohseri-ers of

Yule-day, and other sujjerstitious dayes, especially if they be Schollars.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration the manifold abuses, pro-

fanitie, and superstitions, committed on Yule-day, and some other superstitious dayes

following, have unanimously concluded, and hereby ordains. That wliatsoever per-

son or jiersons hereafter shall be found guilty in keeping of the foresaid supersti-

tious dayes, shall be proceeded against by Kirk censures, and shall make their

publick repentance therefor in the face of the congregation where the offence is

committed: And that Presbyteries and Provinciall Synods take particular notice

how ministers try and censure delinquents of this kinde, within the severall pa-

rochines. And because schoUars and students give great scandal and offence in

this, that they (being found guilty) be severely disciplined and chastised therefor

by their masters: Ami in case the masters of Schools or Colledges be acccssorie to

the said superstitious profanitie, by their connivance, granting of liljertie of vacancc

to their sclioUare at tliat time, or any time tliercafter, in compensation thereof, that

the masters be summoned by the ministers of the place, to compcir before the next
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ensuing Generall Assembh', there to be censured according to their trespasse ; and
if schollars (being guilty) refuse to subject themselves to correction, or be futritives

fi'om discipline, that they be not received in any other schoole or colledge within
the kingdom.

Act for encouragement of Schollars to Professions in Schooles.

In respect of the paucitie of men fit and willing to professe Divinitie in the
schooles, by reason that few frame their studies that way, the Generall Assembly
thinks it fit, that the Provincials diligently consider and try who, within their

bounds, most probably may be for a profession in the schooles, and report their

names to the following Generall Assembly, that such may be stirred up and en-
couraged by the Generall Assembly to compose and frame their studies, that they
may be fit for such places.

Actfor restraining Abuses at Pennie Brydals.

The Generall Assembly, considering the great profanitie and severall abuses which
usually fall forth at pennie brydals, proving fruitful seminaries of all lasciviousncsse

and debaushtrie, as well by the excessive number of people conveened thereto, as by
. the extortion of them therein, and liccntlousnesse thereat, to the great dishonour of

God, the scandall of our Christian profession, and prejudice of the counlrey's wel-
fare : Therefore, they ordain every Presbyterie in this king(^ome to take such speciall

care for restraining these abuses flowing from the causes foresaid, as they shall think
fit, in their severall bounds respective ; and to take a strict accompt of every minister

And session of their obedience to the ordinance of the Pi'esbyterie thereanent, at

the visitation of every parish kirk in their bounds.

Act discharging Deposed Ministers to be reponed to theirformer places.

The Geuerall AssemHy, considering the manifold prejudices redounding to the
Kirk in generall, and private congregations in particular, through the rcstorinn- of
ministers once deposed to the same places wherein they formerly ser\'ed; as also, how
derogatorie it would prove to-the weight of that sentence of deposition ; Do therefore
ordain, that no minister deposed shall be restored again into that place where for-

merly he served.

Renovation of the Commissionfor the Publick Affairs of the Kirk.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that, in respect the great

work of uniformitie in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected,

(though by the Lord's blessing there is a good progresse made in the same,) there

is a necessity of renewing the commissions granted formerly for prosecuting and
perfecting that great work : doe, therefore, renew the power and commission granted
for the publick affairs of the Kirk by the Generall Assembly, held in St Andrews in

the year 1642, upon the fifth day oi Kugust, post meridiem, Sess. 12th; and by the

Generall Assembly, held in Edinburgh in the year 1 643, upon the 19th day of August,
Sess. ult. ; and by the late Generall Assembly, held at Edinburgh in the year 1644,
upon the third of June, Sess. 6, to the persons afternamed, viz., Mr Andrew Ram-
say, Mr Alexander Henderson, Mr Robert Douglas, ^Ir Wilham Colvil, Mr William
Bennet, Mr George Gillespie, Mr John Oswald, Mr JMungo Law, Mr Robert Law-
rie, Mr John Adamson, Dr John Sharp, Mr George Leslie, Mr Andrew Fairfowle,

Mr David Calderwood, Mr Andrew Blackball, Mr James Fleemiug, Mr Robert Ker,
Mr John Macghie, ^Ir John Dalyell, Mr Andrew Stevensou, Mr Robert Lauder,
Mr James Robertson, Mr Patrick Sibbald, Mr Robert Carson, ^Mr Alexander Spit-

tall, jNIr Alexander Dickison, Mr James Smith, Mr John Gibbison, Mr James Sym-
son, Mr Ephraim Melvill, Mr Alexander Somervell, Mr Robert Eliot, Mr George
Bennet, Mr Robert Blair, Mr David Forret, Mr Arthur Mortoun, Mr Samuel

R
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Rutherfurd, Dr Alexander Colvill, Mr Andrew Bennet, Mr James Wedderburn, Mr
Walter Greg, Mr John MoncreifF, JNIr John Smith, Mr Frederick Carmichael, Mr
Patrick Gillespie, Mr John Duncan, Mr James Sibbald, Mr Robert Bruce, Mr John
Hume, at Eccles, Mr Mungo Dalyell, Mr Alexander Kinneir, Mr Thomas Ramsay,
Mr William TurnbuU, Mr James Guthrie, Mr Thomas Donaldson, Mr William
Jameson, Mr David Fletcher, Andrew Dunkison, Mr Robert Murray, Mr David
Weeipes, Mr John Hall, Mr John Frecbairn, Mr David Drummond, at Creiff, Mr
George Murray, Mr Henry Guthrie, Mr Robert Wright, Mr Andrew Jafiray, Mr
Bernard Sanderson, Mr Alexander Tran, Mr Thomas Chalmers, Mr Andrew Law-
der, Mr Hugh Henderson, Mr John Lcvingstoun, Mr James Blair, Mr James Bonar,
Mr John Burne, Mr John Bell, Mr Hugh Mackale, Mr Matthew Birsbane, Mr
David Elphingstoun, Mr David Dickson, Mr George Young, Dr John Strang, Mr
Robert Baillie, Mr Patrick Sharp, Mr Robert Birnie, Mr Evan Camron, Mr George
Symmer, at Meigle, Mr Andrew Fleck, Mr Patrick Lyon, Mr John Lindsay, Mr
Sylvester Lammie, Mr George Fogo, Mr David Strachan, Mr Andrew Cant, Mr
William More, Mr William Davidson, Mr John Paterson, Mr William Jaffray, Mr
Thomas Mitchell, Mr George Cunnnin, Mr Joseph Brodie, Mr William Lawder,
Mr David Rosse, Mr Ferquhard Makclennan, ministers ; and Archibald Marquesse
of Argyle, John Earle of Crawfurd-Lindsay, Alexander Earle of Eglintoun, W^illiam

Earlc of Glencame, John Earle of Cassils, Charles Earle of Dumfermling, James
Earle of Tullibardin, John Earle of Lauderdale, James Earle of Annandale, William
Earle of Lothian, James Earle of Queenesberry, WiUiam Earle of Dalhousie, William

Earle of Lanerik, Archbald Lord Angus, Vicount of Arbuthnet, James
Viscount of Frendraught, Alexander Lord Garleis, James Lord Johnstoun, John
Lord Ycster, John Lord Balmerino, Alexander Lord Balcarras, John Lord Loure,

John Lord Barganie, Sir Patrick Hepburn of W^auchtoun, Sir John Hope of Craig-

liall. Sir Archbald Johnstoun of Waristoun, Sir David Hume of Wedderburn,
Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun, Sir Alexander Areskine of Dun, Alexander Eraser of

Phillorth, Sir William Baillie of Lammingtoun, Haddin of Glcnnegies,

Sir Thomas Ruthven of Freeland, James MacdougaU of Garthland, Sir Alexander

Murray of Blackbarronie, William Drummond of Rickartoun, Sir William Scot of

Hardin, Sir Andrew Ker of Greenhead, Sir William Stuart of , Sir Alex-

ander Shaw of Sauchie, Alexander Brodie of that Rk, Mr George Hume of Kimmer-
jame. Sir John Smith, Mr Alexander Colvill, Justice Depute, John Binnie, Archibald

Sydserf, Laurence Henderson, James Stuart, Gilbert Sommervell, John Semple,

Mr Robert Barclay, Patrick Leslie, James Law, Mr Robert Cuninghame, George
Gardin, William Glendunning, elders. And for discharging the said commis-
sion, appoints the persons aforesaid, or any ninteene of them, whereof fifteen shall

be ministers, to meet at Edinburgh upon the 14th of this moneth of February, and
upon the second Wednesday of May, August, November, and of February next to

come, and upon any other day, or in any other place, they shall think meet ; giving

unto them full power and commission to do all and every thing for prosecuting, ad-

vancing, perfecting, and bringing the said work of uniformity in religion, in all his

Majestie's dominions, to an happy conclusion, conforme to the former commissions

granted by the said Assemblies thereanent; and, further, renewes to the persons

aforenamed the power contained in the act of the said Assembl}', 1643, intituled, "A
Reference to the Commission anent the persons designed to repair to the Kingdom of

England ;" as also the power contained in two severall acts of the said late Assembly,

1644, Sess. 6, made " Against secret Disaffecters of the Covenant," and " For send-

ing Ministers to the Army ;" with full power to them to treat and determine in the

matters aforesaid, and in all other matters refen'cd unto them by this Assembly, as

fully and freely as if the same were here particularly expressed, and with as ample
power as any commission of former Generall Assemblies hath had or been in use of

before ; they being alwayes for their whole proceedings countable to and censurable

by the next General] Assembly. -y
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Renovation of the Commission to the Persons appointed to repair to the Kingdom of Eng-
landfor prosecuting the Treaty of Uniformitie in Religion.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that the treaty of uniformity

in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected, though by the Lord's

blessing there is a good progresse made in the same, Do, therefore, renew the power
and commission granted to the persons formerly nominate by the two preceding As-
semblies, and by their Commissioners sitting at Edinburgh, for prosecuting the said

treatie of uniformitie with the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of England, and
the Reverend Assembly of Divines there, or any committees appointed by them ;

giving unto them full power to do all and every thing which may advance, perfect,

and bring the said treatie to an happy conclusion, conforme to the former commis-
sions granted to them thereanent.

The Generall Assemblie's Answer to the Right Reverend the Assemlly of Divines in the

Kirk of England.

Eight Reverend, and welbeloved in the Lord Jesus,

Amidst the manifold troubles in which this kingdome hath been involved, and
under which it still laboureth, we greatly rcjoyced when it was testified unto us bv
our reverend brethren, and under your hands in your letter, and these papers by them
presented to us from you, what progresse you had made in the much desired work
of uniformitie ; and acknowledge that the same hath comforted us concerning our
work and toilc of our hands, and seemeth to us as an olive branch, to prognosticate

the abating of the waters which oveiilow the face of the earth.

When we consider that you have walked in pathes unusuall, which have not been
haunted by travellers there as the publick way, though pointed out as the good old

way by the reformed Kirks, we do not wonder that you have carefully adverted, in

every step, to set foot upon sure ground. When we behold that strong and high tree

of Episcopacie so deeply rooted by continuance of time, not lopped of the branches,

and the "stumpe of the root left in the earth, with a band of iron and brasse," but
pluckt up by the roots ; we do confesse that the carpenters, though prepared, have a
hard task, requiring time to hew it down and root it up. And when we call to minde
how much the Sen'ice-Book hath been cryed up, as the only way of God's worship,
how many thereby have had their wealth, and how difficill it is to forgoe the ac-

customed way, we admire the power and wisdom of the good God who hath
prospered you in your way, and led you this length, through so many straits, and
over so many difficulties, in so troublous a time.

AVe do for our part not only admit and allow, but most heartily and gladly em-
brace the Directory of Worship, as a common rule for the kirks of God in the three

kingdoms, now more straitly and firmly united by the Solemue League and Cove-
nant ; and we do all, in one voice, blesse the Lord, who hath put it in the hearts, first,

of the reverend, learned, and pious Assembly of Di\ines, and then of the Honoiu'able
Houses of Parliament, to agree upon such a Directory as doth remove what is none of

Christ's, and preserve the purity of all his ordinances, together with uniformity and
peace in the Kirk ; only we have thought necessary to declare and make known
that the clause in the Directory for the administration of the Lord's Supper, which
appointeth the table to be so placed that the communicants may orderly sit about it,

or at it, is not to be interpreted as if, in the judgement of this Kirk, it were indiffer-

ent for any of the communicants not to come to and receive at the table ; or as if we
did approve the distributing of the elements by the ministers to each communicant,
and not by the communicants among themselves ; in which particulars, we still con-
ceive and beleeve the order and practice of our own Kirk to be most agreeable and
sutable to the Word of God, the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the nature

of that heavenly feast and table. Neverthelesse, in other particulars, we have re-

solved and do agree to ao as ye have desired us in your letter—that is, not to lie te-

nacious of old customs, though lawfull in themselves, and not condemned in this Di-
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rectory, but to lay them aside for the nearer uniformitie ',vith the Kirk of England,

now nearer and dearer to us than ever before ; a blessing so much esteemed, and so

earnestly longed for among us, that rather than it faile on our part, we do most will-

ingly part with such practices and customs of our own as may be parted with safely,

and without the violation of any of Christ's ordinances, or trespassing against scrip-

turall rules or our solemne Covenants.

We do, in like manner, agree to and approve the propositions touching kirk govern-

ment and ordination; and have given power to our commissioners who are to meet in

Edinburgh, to agree to and conclude in our name an uniformitie therein, betwixt

the kirks in both kingdoms, so soon as the same shall be, without any substantial! al-

teration, ratified by an ordinance of the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of

England, according to our act of approbation sent to our commissioners with you.

As for the returning of our commissioners, though the counsel and assistance of

our reverend brethren might be of good use to us in these difficult times, and their

particular stations and imployments importune the stay of these who are come unto

us, and the returne of these who stay with you ; yet, preferring the publick good, and
looking upon the profit that may redound unto all by their continuing with you, we
have satisfied your desire, and renewed their commission; praying God they may (as

we are confident they shall) prove answerable to our trust, and to your expectation.

Concerning one Confession of Faith and Forme of Catechisme, we apprehend no
great difficultie ; and to that which remains to be perfected in the matter of kirk

government we do beleeve, and both you and we know by experience, that there

is no word impossible with our God. " He that hath begun a good work among you,

will also perform it" of his good pleasure. Go on, in the Lord your strength, and
" the Spirit of truth lead you in all truth ; the God of all grace and peace, that brought

again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the

blood of the everlasting Covenant," and by him " hath called us unto his eternall

glory," " make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you," and by

you, and among you, " that which is well jileasing in his sight," " stablish, strengthen,

settle you," " through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Subscribed, in name of the Gcnerall Assembly of the Kirk of Scot-

land, by the Moderator of the Assembly.

Edinburgh, Feb. 13, 1645.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTIE,

THE HUMBLE REMONSTRANCE OF

THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY OF THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND,

BIET AT EDINBURGH THK 13tH DAY OF FEBRUARY 1645.

As our record is on high, and our consciences within us bear us witncsse, so the

many former supplications and remonstrances to your Majestie from this Kirk and

kingdome, our solemne Covenants, and the whole course of our proceedings from

time to time, in the prosecution of this cause, do make known to the world, and we
trust also to your own conscience, our loyaltie and fiiiihfuU subjection, and how far

our intentions are from the diminution of your Majestie's just power and greatnesse ;

and, although the successe of many of our humble addresses to your Majesty hath

been such as did frustrate our desires and hopes, yet this hath not blotted out of

our hearts our loyaltie, so often professed before God and the world ; but it is still

om- souls' desire, and our prayer to God for you, that your self and your posterity may
prosperously reigne over this your ancient and native kingdome, and over your other

dominions : And now, as we have published a solenm and free Warning to the

Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burrows, Ministers, and Conmions of this kingdome,

conccraing the present affliction of this nation, and their sin^irocuring the saaie ; so,

when we call to minde, that God accepteth not thcpcrsons of men, and that the great-
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est are not to be winked at in their sins, we assure our selves that the best and most
reall testimony which we can give at this present, of the tendcrnesse and uprightnesse

of our affection to your Majestie's true happincsse, is this our humble and faithfall

representation of your Majestie's great and growing dangers, and the causes thereof;

of which, if we should be silent, our consciences would condemne us, and "the stones

themselves would immediatly cry out."

The troubles of our hearts are enlarged, and our fears increased in your Majestie's

behall^ perceiving that your people's patience is above measure tempted, and is like a

cart pressed down with sheaves, and ready to break, while, as beside many former de-

signes and endeavours to bring desolation and destruction upon us, (which were—and
we trust aU of that kinde shall be—by the marvellous and mercifull providence of God
discovered and disappointed,) our countrey is now infested, the blood of divers of our

brethren spilt, and other acts of most barbarous and horrid cruelty exercised, by the

cursed crew of the Irish rebels, and their complices in this kingdome, under the con-

duct of such as have commission and warrant from your Majestic. And, unlesse we
prove unfaithfuU both to God and to your Majestic, we cannot conceale another

danger, which is infinitely greater than that of your people's displeasure: Therefore,

we, the servants of the Most High God, and your Majestie's most loyall subjects, in

the humility and grief of our hearts, fall down before your throne, and in the name
of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, who shall judge the world in righteousnesse,

both great and small, and in the name of this whole nationall Kirk, which we repre-

sent, we make bold to warn your Majestic freely, that the guilt which cleaveth fast

to \'our Majesty and to your throne is such as, (whatsoever flattering preachers or im-
faithfull counselloiu's may say to the contrary,) if not timely repented, cannot but in-

volve yourself and your posterity under the wrath of the ever living God, for your
being guiltie of the shedding of the blood of many thousands of your Majestie's best

subjects—for your permitting the masse, and other idolatry, both in your own family

and in your dominions—for your authorizing, by the Book of Sports, the profanation

of the Lord's day—for your not ]iunishing ofpublick scandals, and much profanenesse in

and about your court—for the shutting of your eares from the humble and just desires

of your faithfull subjects—for your complying too much with the Popish party many
wayes, and, namely, by concluding the cessation of armies in Ireland, and your em-
bracing the counsels of those who have not set God nor your good before their eyes

—

for your resisting and opposing this cause, which so much concemeth the glory of
God, your own honour and happinesse, and the peace and safetie of your kingdomes—
and for what other causes your Majesty is most conscious, and may best judge and
search your own conscience, (nor would we have mentioned any particulars, if they
had not been publike and knowne.) For all which it is high time for your Majesty
to fall down at the footstool of the King of Glory, to acknowledge your offence, to
repent timely, to make your peace with God through Jesus Christ, (whose blood is

able to wash away your great sinne,) and to be no longer unwilling that the Son
of God reign over you and your kingdoms in his pure ordinances of church govern-
ment and worship. These things if your Majesty do it sh;dl be no grief of heart
imto you afterward ; a blessing is reserved for you, and you shall finde favour with
God, and with j'our people, and w^th all the churches of Christ : But if your Majesty
refuse to hearken to this wholesome counsell, (which the Lord forbid,) we have dis-

charged our owTi consciences ; we take God and men to witncsse that we are blame-
lesse of the sad consequences which may follow, and we shall wait upon the Lord,
who, " when he maketh inquisition for blood, will not forget the cry of the humble."
In the mean while, beseeching your Majesty to take notice that we are not stagger-
ing or fainting through diffidence of the successe of this cause and Covenant of the
three Icingdoms, unto which, as God hath already given manifold testimonies of his
favour and blessing, so it is our stedfast and unshaken confidence that this is the
work and cause of God, which shall gloriously prevail against all opposition, and from
which, with the assistance of the grace of God, we shall never suffer our selves to be
divided or withdrawn, but shall zealously and constantly, in our severall vocations,
endeavour with our estates and lives the pursuing and promoving thereof.

That which wc have concluded concerning uniformity in religion between both
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kingdoms, is to be humbly offered to your Majestic from the Commissioners of this

kingdom for your royall consent and ratification. AUhough your Majestic was not
pleased to vouchsafe us the presence ofyour Commissioner, according to the supplica-

tion of the commissioners of the preceding Generall Assembly, yet we have proceeded
with as much respect to your Majestic 's honour, and as much remembrance of our
duty, as if your royall person had been present in the mids of us : And we shall still

continue our prayers for you, that God would graciously incline your heart to the

counsels of truth and peace, and grant unto your Majestic a long and happy reign,

that we may live under you a peaceable and quiet life, in all godlinesse and honestie.

The Assemblies Answer to their Commissioners at London.

Reverend and beloved Brethren,

These sweet fruits of your long continued labours in the work of the Lord entrusted

to you, brought to us at this time by these two of your number, whom you were
pleased to send, were received by us with no small joy and rejoycing, as being, in

great part, the satisfaction of our souls' desire, in that so much longed for, so much
prayed for happy uniformitie of these kirks and kingdoms ; and an evident demon-
stration to us that the Lord hath not, even in this time of his seen and felt displea-

sure, so covered himself with the cloud of his anger, that our prayers should not passe

through.

The great and main difficulties through which the Lord hath carried this work, aa

we do acknowledge, ought mainly to be made use of for the praise and glory of his

power, who is the great worker of all our works for us ; so your overcoming of them
is to us no small demonstration of your zeal, wisdom, and faithfiilnesse, which, with-

out great injurie, both to the Loi'd the prime worker, and to you his instruments, we
cannot but acknowledge, hath been much manifested in the whole managing of this

work in your hands.

The full answer to all the particulars you write of in your letters, we leave to the

relation of those that come from you, and are now appointed to return to you ; and
as with much thankfulnesse we acknowledge your fidelity in what ye have done
already, so we have again renewed your commission for the continuance of your im-
ployment there, for the perfecting of the work so happily begun ; for the furthering

whereof, as we shall not be wanting in our prayers to God for his blessing upon your
labours, so, for your help and assistance, we have appointed a commission to sit at

Edinburgh, to which at all occasions you may have your recourse, as the exigence of

the work shall require.

How satisfactory that Directory of Worship, presented to us by our brethren from
you, was to us, we leave it rather to their relation at their return, being ear and eye
witnesses to the manifold expressions of our joy and gladnesse, then offer to represent

it to you in a letter. The act herewith sent, and ordained to be prefixed unto the

Directory, will sufficiently declare om- hearty approbation of it. Our judgement also

concerning the propositions of Government and Ordination, and our earnest desire

to have the work of uniformity promoved and perfected in that particular also, will

appear to you by the other act which herewith you will receive. Our zeal and desire to

have that work fully closed with so much harmonic as becometh the work of God, will

appear to you in our resolution and answer to that particular, in the point of excom-
munication, concerning which you write.

These particular dift'erences hinted at in the Assemblie's letter, for uniformitie with

that Kirk so much endeared to us, we have resolved to lay aside, and have taken

course for preserving harmonic amongst our selves, whereof our brethren will give

you more particular account. Anent your desire of Mr Alexander Henderson his

attending the treatie, we are confident ere this you have received our resolution.

Amidst the many difficulties wherewith it plcascth the Lord to presse us, as we
thought it necessar to publish and send forth a Warning to all sorts of persons in this

Kirk and kingdom, concerning the present affliction of this nation, and their sins

procuring the same ; so we thought it incumbent to us in duty, as the best testimony
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which we can give at this present to his Majesty, to remonstrate unto him faithfully

the great and growing dangers his Majesty is now under, and the causes thereof.

This remonstrance we have sent to you, to be presented to his Majesty, by such
means, and at such time, as you who are there upon the place shall judge fittest.

And now, dear brethren, go on with cheerfulnesse in the work of the Lord. Let no
discouragement or opposition make your heart to faint, or your hands wax feeble. Per-
swade your self the Lord's hand shall still be made known toward his servants, and
his indignation against his enemies. Remember the work is his, who useth not to

begin, but also to make an end, and is abundantly able to supply all your need, ac-

cording to the riches of his glory. Be confident, therefore, of this thing, that he who
hath begun this good work by you, will also, in due time, accomplish it to his own
praise. To his gracious assistance we heartily recommend you.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, by the

Moderator of the Assembly.

Postscript.—It is earnestly desired that the Directorie for Worship be sent to Ire-

land, and that you recommend to the Honourable Houses of the Parhament to think

upon the best way for the establishment and practice of it in that kingdom. And
that the like course may be taken with the government, and other parts of the unifor-

mity, so soon as they shall be agreed upon.

Edinburgh, Feb. 13, 1645.

Recommendation to Presbyteries to consider Mattersformerly referred to them.

The Generall Assembly recommends to Presbyteries to consider these matters, re-

ferred to their consideration by preceding Assemblies; and to report their judge-

ment therein to the next Assembly.

The Generall Assembly appoints the meeting of the next Assembly to be at Edin-
burgh, the first Wednesday of June, in the j'ear 1646.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, MET AT
EDINBURGH, JUNII 3, 1646.

Sess, 2, Edinburgh, Junii 4, 1646

—

The King^s Letter to tlw Assembly, presented by
Mr Robert Douglas, Minister at Edinburgh.

Charles R.

Right trusty and wel-beloved, we greet you well. Having lately written to our
Houses of Parliament at Westminster, and the Commissioners from our kingdom of

Scotland at London, and likewise to the Committees of Estates of that our kingdom,
shewing our great sense and grief for the sad effects which have flowed from the un-
happy differences betwixt us and our subjects, with our reall resolutions to comply
with the desires of our Parliaments of both kingdoms, and those entrusted by them
for settling of truth and peace in all our dominions : And now being informed of
your meeting, we have thought fit hereby (since we could not conveniently send a

Commissioner) to give you the same assurances ; and withal, that it shall be our con-
stant endeavour to maintain religion there as it is established in doctrine, worship,

and church government, and leave no good means unassayed for settling an univer-

sall peace in that our native and ancient kingdom, with the reformation of religion,

and settling peace in England and Ireland : And after the return of an answer to our
late message to our Houses of Parliament here, wc shall more particularly acquaint
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you or yonr Commissioners with our further resolutions. In the moan time, we se-

riously recommend our selves and the distracted condition of our kingdoms, to vour
most earnest prayers to God in our behalf, expecting from you faithfulnesse in your
severall charges and callings, with that loyaltie and obedience which becometh the

ministers of the Gospel. We bid you very heartily farewell. From Newcastle, the

28th of May, 1646.

Direct.—For our right trustie and wel-beloved, the Moderatour and other Mem-
bers of the Generall Assembly of the Kirk of our Kingdom of Scotland.

Scss. 4, Junii 6, 1646, ante meridiem.—Act concerning the Registers and Acts of
Proviiiciall Assemblies.

The Assembly recommends to Provinciall Assemblies that hereafter they cause

read all their acts befJbe the dissolving of every Assembly ; and that their registers

be written formally, and in a good hand-writing, with the severall leafes or pages

thereof marked by ciphers, according to their number.

' Sess. 7, Junii 11, 1646, ante meridiem—Act concerning the Puhlilie Satisfaction of
Married Persons for Fornication committed before Marriage.

The Generall Assembly, understanding that in many places the publike scandals

of fornication committed before marriage are not taken notice of and removed by

publike confession, according to the order of this Kirk ; therefore, for rcmedie there-

of, do ordain, that all married persons under publike scandall of fornication com-

mitted before their marriage, (although the scandal thereof hath not appeared before

the marriage,) shall satisfie publikely for that sin committed before their marriage,

their being in the estate of marriage notwithstanding, and that in the same manner

as they should have done if they were not married.

Sess. 10, Junii 13, 1646, ante meridiem Ordinance for Excommunication of the

Earle of Seafort.

The Generall Assembly, having taken to their serious consideration that perfidi-

ous band made and contrived lately in the North, under the name of An humble

Remonstrance against our Nationall Covenant, and the League and Covenant of the

Three Kingdoms; which tcndcth to the making of division and fomenting of jealousies

within this and between both kingdoms, to the prolonging of these unnaturall warrs,

to the impeding of the intended uniformitie in religion, and to the subversion of all

the happie ends of our Covenants. And finding that George Earle of Seafort hes

not only most perfidiously himself subscribed the said wicked band, contrary to his

solcmnc oaths in the Covenants aforesaid, and most arrogantly owned the same,

under his owue hand-writing, in his letters to the Committee of Estates, and to the

Commissioners of the preceding Assemblie : but also hes seduced and thrcatned others

to subscribe that divisive band, and to joyne with him in prosecution of his treacher-

ous and wicked designes, therein masked with the pretences of religion and libertic,

boastino- also the pursuance of that his i-emonstrance against all deadly the opposcrs

thereof, whether King or Parliament. And having also considered another wicked

and treacherous band of union which the said Earle formerly entred into with that

excommunicate rebell James Grahame, after the sentence of forfalture and the dread-

full sentence of excommunication were pronounced against him, obligeing himself

therein, under solemne oaths, to joyne with that forfaulted rebell against this kirk

and kino-dome, and to oppose all their publike resolutions for pursuance of the happie

ends of "our said Covenants. All which, with his vile reproachfull aspersions, and

most false calumnies against this Kirk and State, and their publike and lawfull en-

deavours and resolutions, with his other wicked and perfidious practices, at length

discovered in the proclamation of the Committee of Estates, and the declaration of i
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the Commission of the Assembly against the said perfidious band and remonstrance,

being gravely pondered and considered ; together with his base treachery to the

Estates, being intrusted by them with ample commission, and encouraged and en-

abled for discharging thereof, with mony, amiimnition, and arms, in a good measure
;

notwithstanding whereof, contrary to that great trust reposed in him, it is notor that

not only he did not joync with the forces raised for the defence of this kingdome,

but rather, on the contrary, actually joyning himself and his forces with that excom-
municate rebel, James Grahame, and these unnatural bloody rebels, his followers, did

beleager Innernesse, a towne garrisoned by the Estates for the defence of that part

of the country. And the Assembly having also found that fair means have been

used for reclaiming of the said Earle from that wicked and perfidious course, by
publike declarations and proclamations, and particular letters sent to himself from

those that had power in that behalf; and that notwithstanding thereof, and of sum-
monds direct against him, to answer to the ])remisses, often called, he doth not ap-

pear, but still remains obstinate in his wicked courses ; and, after mature delibera-

tion, having found his frequent fearful! and grosse perjuries, his perfidious and wicked

conspiracies, by band and oath, with the publike enemies of this kirk and kingdom,

and his other treacherous and wicked practises, so contemptuously and pertinaciously

persisted into, to be haynous offences against God, and high contempt of all eccle-

siastical and civil authority : Therefore, the Assembly, moved with the zeal of God,
do, without a contrary voice, decerne and ordain the said George Earle of Seafort to

be summarly excommunicate, and declared to be one whom Christ commandeth to

be holden by all and every one of the faithfull as an ethnik and publicane, and ap-

points the sentence of excommunication to be pronounced by Mr Robert Blair,

Moderator, in the East Kirk of this citie, upon the next Lord's day, being the 14th of

this moneth ; and that thereafter publike intimation be made thereof upon a Sabliath

day, before noone, in all the kirks of this kingdom, so soon as advertisement shall

come unto them.

Enormities and Corruptions observed to he in the 31inisteri/, tvith the Remedies thereof.

ENORMITIES.

The first and main sin, reaching both to our personall carriage and callings, we
judge to be, not studying how to keep communion and fellowship with God in Christ,

but walking in a naturall way, without imploying of Christ, or drawing vertue from

him, to inable us unto sanctification, and preaching in spirit and power.

IN OUR LIVES.

1. Much fruitlesse conversing in companie, and complying with the sins of all sorts

;

not behaving our selves as becomes the men of God.
2. Great worldlinesse is to be found amongst us, minding and speaking most about

things of this life, being busied about many things, but forgetting the main.

3. Slighting of God's worship in their families, and therefore no cordiall urging of

it upon others
; yea, altogether a wanting of it in some, if it be credible.

4. Want of gravity in carriage and apparell, dissolutenesse in hairc, and shaking

about the knees, lightnesse in the apparrell of their wives and children.

5. Tippling and bearing companie in untimous drinking in tavernes and ale-houses,

or any where else, whereby the ministerie is made vile and contemptible.

6. Discountenancing of the godly, speaking ill of them, because of some that are

unanswerable to their profession.

7. The Sabbath not sanctified after sermons, which maketh people think that the

Sabbath is ended with the sermon.
8. There are also to be found amongst us who use small and minced oaths.

9. Some so great strangers to Scripture, that except in their publike ministerie,

though they read many things, yet they arc little conversant in the Scripture, and in

meditation thereof—a dutie incumbent to all the people of God.

s
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IN OUR CALLINGS.

1. Corrupt entry into tlie ministrie in former times, and following the course of de-

fection, though forsaken, yet never seriously repented; as also present entring into

the ministery as to a way of living in the world, and not as to a spirituall calling.

2. Helping in and holding in of insufficient and suspected men, who favour the

things of this life, and keeping the door slraiter on them whom God hath sealed then

upon these who have lesse evidence of the power of grace and liolinesse.

3. Partiality in favouring and speaking for the scandalous, whether ministers or

other persons, teaching them how to shift and delay censures.

4. Silence in the pnblike cause, not labouring to cure the disaffection of people, not
urging them to constancie and patience in bearing of pnblike burdens, nor to forvi'ard-

nesse in the pnblike cause, -whereby Malignants are multiplied
;
yea, some are so grosse

herein, that even in pnblike fasts little or nothing is to be heard from them sounding
this way.

5. Some account it a point of wisdome to speak ambiguously ; some incline to

justifie the wicked cause, uttering words which favour of disati'ection, and all their

complaining of the times is in such a way as may steal the hearts of people from
liking of good instruments in this work, and consequently from God's cause ; yea,

some reading publike orders are ready to speak against them in their private con-

ference.

6. Idlenesse, either in seldome preaching, as once in the Lord's day—or in prepara-

tion for publike duties, not being given to reading and meditation ; others have but
iits of paines, not like other tradesmen, continually at their work.

7. Want of zeal and love to the conversion of souls, not being weighted with the

want of successe in reclaiming of sinners, nor searching in themselves the cause of not
profiting, preaching ex officio, not ex conscicntia officii.

8. Self-seeking in preaching, and a venting rather of their wit and skill then a

shewing foorth of the wisdome and power of God.
9. Lifelesnesse in preaching, not studying to be furnished by Christ with power,

and so the ordinance of God reachcth not to the conscience ; and heereto belongeth
the not applying of the doctrine unto the auditory and times.

10. The indiscreet curing of the indiscretion of pious people and ministers, where-
by godlinesse hath gotten a deep wound, and profanitie hath lifted up the head, con-

trary to that wise and gracious order set foorth in the Gcnerall Assemblie holden at

Edinburgh, I64L
11. Little care to furnish our armie, either abroad or at home, with ministers ; one

of our grievous sins, and causes of our calamity.

12. Last, it is to be feared that ministers in secret are negligent to wrestle in prayer

for a blessing to be poured out upon their labours, contenting themselves with their^

publike performances.

REMEDIES.

1. First, That Presbyteries make great conscience to have all vacant places within

their several bounds filled with godly and able men, where ever they be to be found

;

and that under pretence of being a helper, or second to another, none be taken in but

such as are able for the same charge.

2. Whereas it is known, that private tryall in Presbyteries are for the most part

perfunctorious, the brethren are hereby exhorted to be more serious and faithfull

heerein, as they will be answerable to Christ, the Chief Shepherd ; and, in a way
previous thereto, that brethren be free in loving admonition one of another secretly,

from time to time ; and that whosoever keeps not the Presbyterie or Synod, after

grave admonitions, may come under further censures.

3. That accuracie be used at visitation of kirks, and that the elders, one by one, (the

rest being removed,) be called in, and examined, upon oath, upon the minister's be-

haviour in his calling and conversation.

4. That course be taken to divide congregations in parts, and, by the help not only
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of elders in their severall parts, but of neighbors also, the evils and neglects of per-

sons and families may be found out and remedied.

5. That every minister be humbled for his former failings, and make his peace with

God, that the more effectually he may preach repentance, and may stand in the gap,

to turne away the Lord's wrath ; runing between the porch and the altar, sighing and
crying for all the abominations of the land.

6. Speciall care would be had that all ministers have their conversation in heaven,

mainly minding the things of God, and exercising faith for drawing life out of

Jesus Christ, the fountain of life, arming themselves thereby with power against the

contagion and wickednesse of the world.

7. Care would be had of godly conference in Presbyteries, even in time of their

refreshment ; and the Moderator is to look to it that good matter be furnished

thereto.

8. It is also very necessary for every minister that would be fruitful! in the work of

the Lord, to bring home the Word of God to his own heart and conscience by prayer

and meditation, both before and after publike ordinance.

9. Use would be made of the roll of the parish, not onely for examination, but also

for considering the several conditions and dispositions of the people, that accordingly

they may be admonished, and particularly prayed for by the ministers in secret.

10. It is very expedient that ministers have more communing among themselves,

for their mutuall stirring up and strengthning of their hands in the Lord's work, and
rectifying of these who are not incorrigible.

1 1. That ministers in all sorts of companie labour to bee ftuitfull, as the salt of the

earth seasoning them they meet with, not only forbearing to drink healths, (Satan's

snare, leading to excesse,) but reproving it in others.

12. All ministers would be carefull to cherish the smoakins; flax of weak begin-

nings in the wayes of God, and ought couragiously to oppose all mockers and revilers

of the godl}'.

13. As at all times, so specially now, when the Lord is calling us all to an account,

it becomes the ministers of Christ, with all diligence and faithfulnesse, to improve their

ministerie to the utmost, to be instant in season and out of season ; yea, even frugally

to imploy their time in private, in reading of and meditating on Scripture, that the

Word of God may dwell plentifuUie in them.

14. That the providing the armies with ministers be preferred to any congregation,

and these who are appointed to attend the same and are deficient, be, without delay,

severelie censured, according to the act of the Generall Assembly ; and that all mini-

sters, not only in publike pray for our armies, specially these that are to encounter

with the bloody enemie within the land, but also continually bear them up before the

Lord, that their lives being reformed, their hearts and hands may be strengthned, and
their undertaking at last blessed of God with successe.

15. That beside all other scandals, silence or ambiguous speaking in the publike

cause, much more detracting and disaffected speeches be seasonablie censured; and
to this effect, all honest-hearted brethren would firmlie unite themselves in the Lord,

the younger honouring the elder, and the elder not despising the younger.

16. And, finallie, both for the corruption of the ministerie, and remedies thereof,

we refer the brethren to the act of the Generall Assemblie at Edinburgh, 159G, re-

vived in the late Assemblie at Glasgow, 1638, to be found in the printed act concern-

ing the same.

The Generall Assembly ordains the enormities above specified to be tryed and
restrained, and that the remedies thereof for that purpose be seriously ob-

sen'ed and practised; recommending, especially to Presbyteries and Provin-

ciall Assemblies, that use be made of the same in visitation of kirks and tryali

of Presbyteries.

Approbation of tlie Proceedings of the preceding Assemhly.

The Generall Assembly, having heard the report of the committee appointed to

consider and examine the proceedings of the commissioners of the late Generall As-
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sembly, hoklen at Edinburgh in the yeer 1646 ; and after serious consideration

thereof, finding that the whole acts, proceedings, and conckisions of the said com-
missioners, contained in the register subscribed by Mr Andrew Ker, their clerk, and
by Mr Robert Ramsay, Moderator to the said committee, do declare much wisdom,
diligence, vigilancie, and commendable zeal ; and that the said commissioners have
orderly and formally proceeded in every thing, according to their commission : Do,
therefore, ratifie and approve the said whole acts, proceedings, and conclusions, of the

commissioners of the said Assembly.

Sess. 11, June 15, 1646, post meridiem.—Actfor Joyningofthe Presbyteries in Orkney
and Zetland to the Provincial of Cathnes.

The Generall Assembly, considering that the Presbyterie of Kirkwall, in Orkney,

and the Presbyterie of Scalloway, in Zetland, have never met in any Provincial As-

sembly, wherethrough great abuses and disorders are there committed : Therefore,

the Assembly hereby joyns the said two Presbyteries to the Provinciall of Cathnes and
Sutherland, and appoints all the ministers and elders of the said Presbyteries here-

after to meet at the said Provinciall Assembly, and to have place to reason and vote

therein as members of the said }'rovinciall. And sicklike, ordains the said two
Presbyteries to be of subordinate jurisdiction to the said Provinciall Assembly; de-

claring hereby, that the said Provinciall shall consist of the Presbyteries of Cathnes,

Sutherland, Orkney, and Zetland, in all time coming. And appoints them to meet
only once in the yeer, in respect of their great distance and interjection of seas;

and that the first meeting be at Thurso, in Cathnes, upon the third Tuesday of

August next, and thereafter as shall be appointed by the said Provinciall Assembly.

Sess. 14, June 17, 1646, post meridiem.—Act concerning Expectants Preaching

in Publike.

The Generall Assembly discharges any person to preach in publike under the

name and notion of an expectant, or under any other pretence whatsoever, except

such as shall be tryed and found qualified according to the acts of the Generall As-

sembly ; recommending to Presbyteries and Provincialls to take speciall notice thereof,

and to censure the transgressors accordingly.

Actfor Censuring the Complyers with the Publike Enemies of this Kirk and Kingdom.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their serious consideration the great and scandal-

ous provocation and grievous defection from the publike cause, which some have

beene guiltie of, by complying with the rebels, the publike enemies of this Kirk and

kingdom—and judging it a dutie incumbent to them to bring such notorious offend-

ers to publike satisfaction, that the wrath of God may be averted, and the publike

scandall removed ; Do, theretbre, require, decern, and ordain, that such as after

lawfull tryall shall be found to have been in actuall rebellion, and to have carried

charge with the rebels—to have accepted commissions for raising horse or foot unto

them—to have been seducers of others to joyn in that rebellion—to be the penners

or contrivers of James Grahame's proclamation for indicting a pretended Parliament,

or of any other his proclamations or declarations—to have beene prime instruments

in causing publish the said proclamations and declarations ; that all and every one of

such offenders shall humbly acknowledge their offence upon their knees, first before

the Presbyterie, and thereafter before the congregation upon a Sabbath, in some

place before the pulpit ; and in the mean time, that they be suspended from the

Lord's Supper ; and in case they do not satisfie in manner foresaid, that they be

processed with excommunication. And likewise ordains that such as shall be found

to have procured protections from the rebels—to have execute their orders—to have

invited them to their houses—to have given them intelligence—to have drank James
Grahame's health, or to be guilty of any other such grose degrees of complyance,

shall acknowledge their offences publikely before the congregation, and be suspended

«
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from the communion ay and whill they doe the same. And further, decernes and
ordains, that all persons in any ecclesiastick office, guiltie ofany degrees of complyance
before mentioned, shall be suspended from their office and all exercise thereof, for

such time as the quality of the offence and condition of the offenders shall be found

to deserve : And the Assembly hereby declares, that the Presbyteries have a latitude

and libertie to agreadge the censures above specified, according to the degrees and
circumstances of the offences ; and gives, in like manner, the same latitude and libertie

to the Commissioners of this Assembly for Publike Affairs, who have also power to

try and censure the offenders in manner above exprest, and to take account of the

diligence of Presbyteries thereintill.

Act concerning James Grdhards Proclamation.

The Generall Assembly, having considered a copie of a proclamation, published by
order of that excomraunicat traitor James Graham, for indicting of a pretended par-

hament, and finding the same to be full of blasphemies against the Solemne League
and Covenant of the three kingdoms, and of vile aspersions of treason, rebellion, and
sedition, most falsly and impudently imputed to the Estates, and most faithfuU and
lovall subjects of this kingdome ; Doe, therefore, declare, that such as have been prime

instruments of the publishing of that or the like proclamation and declaration, de-

serve the highest censures of the Kirk, unlesse they make humble confession of their

offence publikely, in such manner as is prescribed by this Assembly ; and humbly re-

commends to the Committee of Estates to take some course for their exemplary civill

punishment, and that some publike note of ignominie be put upon that proclamation,

as their Honors shall think meet.

Sess. Ult, Junii 18, 1646, ante meridiem.—Act against loosing of Ships and Barks
upon the Lord^s Day.

The Generall Assembly, imderstanding how much the Lord's day is profaned by
skippers and other seafaring men, do, therefore, discharge and inhibite all skippers and
sailers to begin any voyage on the Lord's day, or to loose any ships, barks, or boats,

out of harberj' or road upon that day ; and who shall doe in the contrary hereof shall

be censured as profaners of the Sabbath ; recommending to Presbj-teries, and others

whom it may conceme, to see both the acts of Assembly and Parliament, made for

censuring and punishing profanation of the Lord's day, to be put in execution against

them.

i

I

Act anent Children sent without the Kingdom.

Whereas divers children have been sent without the kingdom to be bred abroad,

and have been, or in time coming may be, exposed to the temptations of seducers, and
drawn away from the truth established and professed within this Church, to eiTour

of Poperie, or other sects and heresies : Therefore, the Assembly ordains, that the

parents or friends of childi-cn and minors shall, before they send them without the

kingdom, first acquaint the Presbytery where they reside, that they may have their

testimonial! directed to the Presbytery or classe within the kingdom of France, or

England, or Ireland, and at the time of these children's return from any of the said

kingdoms, to report ane testimoniall from the Presbytery or Synode where they lived

without the kingdom, of their breeding there, and to shew the same to the Presbytery

within the kingdom who gave them a testimoniall at their wav-going. Likeas, the

Assembly ordains all Presbyteries to try if any children have been sent to Popish
schooles or colledges without the kingdom ; and if any be found, that their names be
given to the Presbytery or commissioners of the Assembly, that the same may be
presented to the Honourable Lords of Secret Councell or Committee of Estates, that

their Lordships may be humbly desired by their authority to recall them, that after

return to this kingdom a course may be taken, according to the former ordinances of
Generall Assemblie for their breeding in the true religion.
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Overtures presented to the Assemhb/.

I. That correspondence be keeped among Presbyteries constantly by letter, without

prejudice of personall correspondence when need requires, whereby one Presbyterie

may understand what many are doing, and they may be mutually assisting each to

other.

II. That for the better breeding of young men to the ministerie, who are not able

to furnish themselves in charges to attend in the universities, that the Presbyteries

where they reside appoint some to direct their studies.

III. That it be recommended to all the LIniversities to condescend upon the best

overtures for the most profitable teaching of grammar and phylosophy ; and as they

may meet at the commission of the Generall Assembly to make the matter ripe for

the next Assembly.

The Assembly approves these overtures, and recommends accordingly.

IV. That to the intent the knowledge of God in Christ may be spread through the

Highlands and Islands, (for in lack whereof the land hath smarted in the late troubles,)

these courses be taken : 1. Let an order be procured, that all gentlemen who are able,

at least send their eldest sons to be bred in the inland. 2. That a ministerie be planted

amongst them, and for that effect, that ministers and expectants who can speak the

Irish language be sent to imploy their talents in these parts, and that the kirks there

be provided as other kirks in this kingdome. 3. That Scots schools be erected in all

parishes there, according to the Act of Parliament, where conveniently' they can be

had. 4. That ministers and ruling elders that have the Irish language be appointed

to visit these parts.

The Assembly approves this overture, and recommends this purpose to further

consideration, that more overtures may be prepared thereanent against the

next Assembly.

V. That for keeping the Universitie pure, and provoking the Professors ofDivinitie

to greater diligence, each professor in the Universities of this Church and kingdom
bring with him, or send with the commissioner who comes to the General Assembly,

ane perfect and well written copie of his dictates, to be revised by the Generall Assem-
bly, or such as they shall appoint for that work ilk year.

The Assembly continues the determination of a constant and perpetuall order

herein untill the next Assembly ; but, in the mean time, desires the Professors

of Divinity to present to the nest Assembly their dictates of Divinity, wherof
the Professors present are to give intimation to the Professors absent.

VI. The great burdens intrants undergoes when they enter the ministery, which

holds many of them long at under, would crave the Assemblie's judgement and author-

ity, that ministers' manses and stipends may be all made free to the intrant.

The Assembly refers and recommends to the Commissioners for Publike Affairs

to seek redresse in this matter from the Honourable Estates of Parliament, and
to consider of some fitting overtures to be presented to their Honours for that

effect.

Renovation of the Commission for the Pnblihe Affairs of the Kirk.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that, in respect the great work

of uniformity in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected, (though

by the Lord's blessing there is a good progresse made in the same,) there is a ne-

cessity of renewing the commissions granted formerly for prosecuting and per-

fecting that great work ; Doc, therefore, renew the power and commission granted for

the publikc affairs of the Kirk by the Generall Assemblies, held in St Andrews in the

year 1642, and in Edinburgh, 1643, 1644, and 1645, >uito the persons follovv'ing, viz.,

Masters Alexander Henderson, Robert Douglas, William Colvil, William Bennet,

George Gillespie, John Oswald, John Adamson, William Dalgleish, David Calder-

wood, James Flceniing, Robert Kcr, John Dalyell, James Wright, John Knox,
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Adam Penman, Robert Lichtoim, Alexander Dickeson, Patrick Fleeming, John
Hav, Pilchard Dickeson, Thouias Vasse, David Drummond, Alexander Somervill,

Robert Eliot, Robert Blair, James Bruce, Robert Traile, Samuel Rutherfurd, Alex-

ander Colvill, Walter Greg, Alexander Balfour, George Thomson, John MoncreifF,

John Smith, Patrick Gillespie, John Duncan, James Sibbald, Alexander Casse,

John Hume, Alexander Kinneir, Walter Swintoun, Robert Knox, William Penman,

James Guthrie, Thomas Donaldson, William Jameson, Thomas Wilkie, John Knox,

Robert Murray, John Frcebairn, Robert "Wright, ])avid Auchterlonie, William

Maior, Samuel Austein, John Leirmont, Andrew Lawder, James Irving, Alexander

Turnbull, James Bonar, William Adair, John Neve, Patrick Colvill, INIatthew Birs-

bane, John Ilamiltoun, Allan Ferguson, Robert Ramsay, George Young, David

Dickson, Robert Baillie, James Nasmith, John Lindsay, John Weir, Evan Cameron,

James Affleck, John Robison, Andrew Eliot, Silvester Lambie, Laurence Skinner,

William Rate, David Campbel, Andrew Cant, William Douglas, David Lindsay,

Gilbert Anderson, Alexander Garioch, William Jaffray, Thomas Law, William

Campbell, Walter Stewart, ministers ; and Archibald Marquesse of Argyle, John
Earle of Crawfurd-Lindsay, \^ illiam Earle Marshall, William Earle of Glcncairn, John
Earle of Cassils, Charles Earle of Dumfermling, James Earle of Tullibardine, Francis

Earle of Bacleugh, John Earle of Lauderdale, VVilliam Earle of Lothian, William

Earle of Lanerk, Archibald Lord Angus, John Lord Balmerino, Robert Lord Bur-

leigh, John Master of Yester, Sir Patrick Hepburn of Waughtoun, Sir John Hope
of Craighall, Sir Archibald Johnston of Warriston, Sir David Hume of Wedderburn,

Sir Robert Innes of that Ilk, Sir William Baily of Lamington, Sir John ]Muncreiffe

,of that Ilk, James Macdougal of Garthland, Patrick Cockburn of Clarkington, Sir

Hugh Campbel of Cesnock, Sir William Cunningham of Cunninghamhead, John
Hume of Blackader, Sir James Dundas of Arniston, Alexander Forbes, Tutor of

Pitsligo, ]\Ir George Winrham of Libberton, David Weemes of Fingask, Mr Francis

Hay of Balhousie, Alexander Brodie of that Ilk, Mr Alexander Colvil of Blair,

George Dundas of Dudiston, William j\Ioor of Glanderston, Sir James Nicolson of

Colbrandspaith, John Edgar of Wedderlie, William Hume of Lenthill, James Ruch-
head, Laurence Henderson, and James Stuart, Bailies of Edinburgh, George Porter-

field, Provest of Glasgow, William Hume there, Robert Arnot, Provest of Perth,

! John Semple, Provest of Dumbarton, John Kennedy, Provest of Air, !Mr David
Weemes, George Gardine, John Johnstoun, Thomas Paterson, Thomas White, John
Sleigh, elders. Giving unto them lull power and commission to do all and every

thing for prosecuting, advancing, perfecting, and bringing the said work of uni-

formity in religion in all his Majesties dominions to a happy conclusion, conform

to the former commissions granted by preceding Assemblies thereanent : And to

that effect, appoints them, or any seventeen of them, whereof thirteen shall be mini-

sters, to meet at Edinburgh the 19th of this moneth, and thereafter upon the second

Wednesdays of August, November, Fe!)ruary, and May, next to come, and upon any
' other day and in any other place they shall think meet. And, further, renews to

the persons before named the power contained in the act of the said Assembly, 1643,

intituled, " A Reference to the Commission anent the Persons designed to repair to

I the Kingdom of England ;" as also the power contained in two severall acts of the

I said Assembly, 1644, Sess. G, made " Against secret Disaffecters of the Covenant,"

« and " For sending Ministers to the Armie ;" with full power to them to treat and de-

t termine in the matters aforesaid, and in all other matters referred unto them by this

" Assembly, as fully and freely as if the same were here particularly expressed, and with

as ample power as any commission of former Generall Assemblies hath had or been

in use of before ; thej' being alwayes for their whole proceedings comptable to and
censurable by the next Generall Assembly.

Renovation of the Commission for prosccutiitff the Treatij for Uniformity in Emjland.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that the treatie of uniformity

in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected ; therefore, renews the

power and commission granted by preceding Assemblies tor prosecuting that treatie,
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unto these persons after named, viz., Mr Alexander Henderson, Mr Robert Douglas,
Mr Samuel Rutherfurd, Mr Robert Baillie, Mr George Gillespie, ministers ; and John
Earle of Lauderdale, John Lord Balmerino, and Sir Archibald Johnston of Wariston,
ciders ; authorizing them with full power to prosecute the said treatie of uniformity
with the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of England, and the Reverend Assem-
bly of Divines there, or any committees appointed by them ; and to do all and every
thing which may advance, perfect, and bring that treatie to an happy conclusion, con-
form to the former commission given thereaneut.

The Assemblie's Ansioer to the King's Majestie.

May it please your Majestie,

Having received your Majcstie's letter with thankfulnesse, we thought it our dutie

to send some of our number to wait upon your Majestie, and present our humble de-

sires more particularly then at this time could be expressed by writ ; and we are con-

fident 3'our Majestie will interpretc our freedomc and plain dealing by them to be a

reaU testimonie of our vmfaincd affection, who have constantly laboured to approve
our selves in all fidelity to our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, and in all loyaltie to

your Majestie ; and are resolved to walk still after the same rule, in our severall sta-

tions and vocations, continuing our prayers for you, that God may multiply all sorts

of mercies upon your royall person and posterity, and more and more incline your
heart to the speedie following of the counsels of truth and peace, and grant unto

your Majestie a long and happy reign, that we may live under you a peaceable and
quiet life, in all godlincssc and honesty.

Subscribed, in name of the Nationall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, by
the Moderator.

Ediiihurghj Junii 18, 1646.

The Assemblies Letter to the Right Honorable the Lords and Commons in the

Parliament of England., assembled at Westminster.

Right Honourable,

The report of the great things which the Lord hath done for your Honours hath

gone forth into many lands, and it becometh us least of any, either to smother or ex-

tenuate the same. We desire to be enlarged in the admiration of the power and mercie

of God the author, and to diminish nothing of that praise that is due unto you as in-

struments. When the Lord set your Honours upon the bench ofjudgment, both the

Kirk and Commonwealth of England were afflicted with intestine and bosome evills,

the cure whereof could not but be very difficult, because they were not only many,

but, for the most part, universal and deeply rooted, sheltred under the shadow of cus-

tome and law, and supported with all the wisdom and strength of the Malignant and

Prelaticall partie, who rather chose to involve the land in an unnaturall and bloody

warre, then to fail of their ambitious and treacherous designes against religion, the

priviledges of Parliament, and the lawes and liberties of the kingdom ; neither hath

that miserable crew been wanting to their owne ends, but for many years together

hath desperatly pursued their i-esolutions in arms, and was likely to have prevailed,

if the Lord had not put liiniself in the breach, and furnished you with much patience,

wisdom, courage, and constancy, in the midst of many difficukies and distresses, and

at last, with so glorious and triumphing a successe, that the enemy hath fallen every

where before you, and there is none left to appear against you. These things, as they

be the matter of our refreshment and of your glory, so doe they lay a strong obligar

tion upon your Honours to walk humbly with your God, and to improve the power

he hath put into your hands, for the advancement of the Kingdom of his Son, and

bringing forth of the head-stone of his house. The slow progresse of the work of

God hath alwayes been the matter of our sorrow, which is now increased by the

multiplication of the spirits of errour and delusion, that drowne many souls into per-
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dition, and so strengthen themselves, that they shall afterward be laboured ari-ainst

with more pains then successe, if a speedy and effectuall remedie be not provided.
And, therefore, as the servants of the living God, who not onely send up our suppli-

cations daily for j-ou, but have hazard our selves in your defence, we do earnestly be-
seech your Honours, in the bowels of Jesus Christ, to give unto him the glory" that

is due unto his name, by a timous establishing all his ordinances in the full inteo-ritie

and power thereof, according to the League and Covenant. As long as the Assembly
of Divines was in debate, and an enemy in the fields, we conceived that these micrht

be probable grounds of delay, which being now removed out of the way, we do
promise to our selves, fi-om your wisdom, faithfulnesse, and zeale, the perfecting of that

which was the main ground of our engagement, and a chief matter of consolation

unto us, in all our sad and heavy sufferings from the hand of a most cruell enemy.
We know that there is a generation of men who retard the work of uniformity, and
foment jealousies betwixt the nations, studying, if it were possible, to break our bands
asunder ; but we trust, that he that sits in the heavens will laugh, and that the Lord
shall have them in derision, that he shall speak to them in his wrath, and vex them in

his sore displeasure, and notwithstanding of all that they can do, set his Kino- upon
his holy hill of Sion, and make these nations happy in the sweet fruits of unity in

truth and peace. The Searcher of hearts knows that we desire to hold fast the band
of our Covenant as sacred and inviolable ; being perswaded that the breach of so

solemne a tye could not but hasten down upon our heads a curse and vengeance
from the righteous Judge of the world, and involve these kingdoms in sader calami-
ties then they have yet seen ; and we abhor to entertain any other thought of you

;

nay, we are confident that your Honours will seriously indeavour the prosecution of
all these ends designed in the Covenant, and the bringing these nations unto the
neerest conjunction, both in judgement and affection, especially in these thino-s that
concern religion, which, without all controversie, is the readiest and surest way of at-

taining and securing the peace and prosperity of both kingdoms.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly, by the Moderator.

Edinburgh, Junii 18, 1646.

Tlie Assemblie's Letter to the Rif/ht Honorable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and
Common Councdl of the City of London.

Your late and seasonable testimony given to the truth of the Gospel, and your
affection to the peace of the kingdoms, manifested in your humble Remonstrance and
Petition to the Honorable Houses of Parliament, hath so revived the remembrance of
your former faith and zeal, and proclaimed you the worthy seed of so noble ancestors
in that famous city, as we cannot but acknowledge, with all thankfulnesse, the grace
of God bestowed on you, and stirre you up to take notice how, since you were
precious in the Lord's sight, you have been ever honourable ; the Lord hath loved
you, given men for you, and people for your life. What an honour was it in the dayes
of old, when the fire of the Lord was in Zion, and his furnace in your Jerusalem,
(even in Queen Marie's dayes,) that there were found in you men that loved not their

lives unto the death? What a glory in after times, when Satan had his throne, and
Antichrist his seat in the midst of you, that there were still foimd not a few that
kept their garments clean ? But the greatest praise of the good hand of God upon
you hath been in this, that amidst the many mists of errour and heresie which have
risen from the bottomlesse pit, to bespot the face and darken the glory of the Church,
(while the Bride is a making ready for the Lamb,) you have held the truth, and
most piously endeavoured the setling of Christ upon his throne. We need not re-

member how zealous you have been in the cause of God, nor how you have laid

out your selves and estates in the maintenance thereof, nor how many acknowledge-
ments of the same you have had from the Honourable Houses, nor how precious a
remembrance will be had of you in after ages, for your selling of all to buy the pearl
of price. We only at this time do admire, and in the inward of our hearts do blesse
the Lord for your right and deep apprehensions of the great and important matters

T



146 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 164G.

of Christ in his royall crown, and of the kingdoms in their union, while the Lord
maketh offers to bring our ship (so much afflicted and tossed with tempest) to the

safe harbour of trueth and peace. Right memorable is your zeal against sects and

sectaries
;
your care of reformation, according to the Word of God, and the example

of the best reformed Churches ; your earnest endeavours and noble adventures for

preserving of the rights and priviledges of Parliament, and liberties of the king-

domes, together with his Majestie's just power and greatnesse; and your high pro-

fession, that it is not in the power of any humane authority to discharge or absolve

you from adhearing unto that our (so solemnely sworn) League and Covenant, or

to enforce upon you any sense contrary to the letter of the same ; besides your other

good services done unto the Lord and to us, in the strengthening of the hands of the

Reverend Assembly of Divines, and of our Commissioners, in their asserting of the

government of Christ, (which, the more it be tried, will be ever found the more pre-

cious truth,) and vinchcating of the same from the usurpation of man, and contempt

of the wicked. These all, as they are so many testimonies of your pietie, loyaltie,

and undaunted resolution to stand for Christ, so are they, and shall ever be, so

many obligations upon us, your brethren, to esteem highly of you in the Lord, to

bear you on our brests before him night and day, and to contribute our best en-

deavours, and to improve all opportunities for your encouragement. And now, we
beseech you in the Lord, Honorable and wel-beloved, go on in this your strength,

and in the power of his might who hath honoured you to be faithfull :
" Stand fast in

that liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free ;" and in the pursuance of this

truth, we are confident, as you have, so you will never cease to study the peace and
neerer conjunction of the kingdoms, knowing that a three-fold cord is not easily

broken. Now, the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which

hath loved and honoured you, and given you everlasting consolation and good help

through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly, by the Moderator.

Edinburgh, Junii 18, 1646.

The Assemblies Letter to the Right Reverend the Assembly ofDivines in the Kirk of
Eiigland, assembled at Westminster.

Much Honoured and Right Reverend,

Amongst other fruits of this our precious liberty, after such dissipation by sword
and pestilence, to meet again, we account it not the least to have the opportunity of
making a publike declaration of our earnest affection to all our brethren of that na-
tion, and especially your selves of the Reverend Assembly at Westminster. When
we were lately in a very low condition, we may say that our own sufferings and fears,

although imbittered with the sense of the Lord's displeasure against our lukewarm-
nesse and unfaithfulnesse, yet they did not so take up our heart but that room was
left to congratulate with the Lord's people there in all their successes, and to con-
dole with them in all their dangers ; and if at any time any here seemed to be more
jealous then godly jealousie would allow, we know not how it can be imputed to any
thing else, but to the vehemencie of ardent affection, and impatient desire to have
our brethren there and us joyned neerer to Christ, and neerer to one another in all

his ordinances, and especially in Presbyteriall government, so well warranted by
the Word, and approven by experience of our owne and other reformed Churches,
wherein your long and unwearied endeavours have been blessed with a large increase,

which hath yet proved still a seed unto a further and more glorious expected harvest
There could not be wished by mortall men a fairer opportunity then is cast in vour
laps, being invited and charged by so high an authority, to give so free and publike
a testimony to those truths, which formerly many of the Lord's precious ones, by
tongue and pen, by tears and blood, have more privately asserted. The smallest of
Christ's truths (if it be lawfuU to call any of them small) is of greater moment then all

the other businesses that ever have been debated since the beginning of the world to

i
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this day ; but the highest of honours and heaviest of burdens is put upon you, to

declare out of the sacred records of divine truth what is the prerogative of the

crown and extent of the scepter of Jesus Christ—what bounds are to be set between

him ruling in his house, and powers established by God on earth—how and by
whom his house is to be governed—and by what wayes a restraint is to be put on
these who would pervert his truth, and subvert the faith, of many. No doubt,

moimtains of oppositions arise, and goolfs of difficulties open up themselves in this

your way ; but you have found it is God that girdeth you with strength, and maketh

your way perfect and plain before you, who hath delivered, and doth deliver, and
will yet deliver. We need not put you in minde that as there lyeth at this time a

strict tye on all, so in a speciall manner both you and we are engaged to interpose

our selves between God and these kingdomes, between the two nations, between the

king and the people, for averting of deserved wrath, for continuing and increasing of

a well-grounded union, for procuring as far as in us lyeth a right settling of religion

and church government ; that when we shall sleep with our fathers, the posterity

here and abroad may be reaping the fruits of our labours.

We are fully assured of your constant and sedulous promoving of this blessed

work, and of the Lord's assisting and carrying you on therein ; and are confident

that your late experience and present sense of the great danger and fearful! confu-

sion flowing from the rise and grouth of sects and sectaries not suppressed, hath

stirred up in youir hearts most fervent desires and carefull endeavours for remedying
the same, wherein we exhort you to continue and abound, knowing that your labours

shall not be in vain in the Lord, to whose rich grace we commend you and the work
in your hands.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly, by the Moderator.

Edinburgh, Junii 18, 1646.

Recommendation to Presbyteries and Provindall Assemblies.

I. The Assembly recommends to severall Presbyteries and Provincial! Assemblies

to consider the interests of particular congregations, in the calling and admission of

ministers, with all these questions that usually fall out upon that occasion ; and to

report their opinions to the next Assembly, with some fit overtures for preventing aU
contests in that matter.

II. The Assembly recommends to Presbyteries and Provincial! Assemblies to con-

sider all the matters referred by preceding Assemblies to the consideration of Pres-

byteries, and to report their opinions therein to the next Assembly.

Actfor a Publike Fast before the next Assembly.

The Assembly, having considered an Act of the Assembly, 1644, Sess. Ult., enjoyn-

ing a publike fast to be keeped in all the kirks of the city where the General Assem-
bly holds, upon the first day of the meeting of the Assembly ; and finding some in-

conveniences therein, therefore, at this time, until! the matter be further considered,

appoints a publike fast and humiliation for the Lord's blessing to the meeting of the

next Assembly, to be universally observed in all the congregations of this Kirk, upon
the Sabbath next except one preceding the said next Assembly ; the exercises for

the members of tlie Assembly at their first meeting being still observed, according to

the ancient and laudable practise of this Kirk, tliis appointment notwithstanding^

The Assembly appoints the meeting of the next Generall Assembly to be at Edin-
burgh upon the first Wednesday of August, 1647.
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THE TRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, CONVEENED
AT EDINBURGH, 1647.

Sess. 2, August 16, 1647, post meridiem.—Act allowing the Half of the Ministers in the

Preshxjterie of Zetland only, with their Ruling Elders, to keep the Provincial Assembly.

Tlie General Assembly, understanding that the whole members of the Presby terie

of Zetland, adjoyned to the Provincial of Caithnes and Sutherland upon weighty con-

siderations by the preceding Assembly, cannot be present at the meetings of that

Provincial, without great prejudice to the particular congregations within that Pres-

byterie, and many other inconveniences—that isle being of great distance from land,

and tiie passage from and to the same being uncertaine and dangerous"; Doe, therefore,

declare and ordaine, That the whole ministers and elders of the Presbyterie of Zet-

land shall not hz tyed hereafter to come to the meetings of their said Provincial; but

that the half of the number of the ministers, with their rnling elders, shall^be onely

obliged to keep the meetings of the said Provincial Assembly in time coming.

Sess. 15, August 20, 1647, ante meridiem A Declaration and Brotherly Exhortation

of the General Assemhly of the Church of Scotland to their Brethren of England.*

The conscience of our dutie to God obliging lis to give a testimony to his truth,

and to the kingdom of his Sonne Jesus ('hrist, now so much resisted and opposed by

many, and so little owned by others—the laudable cuslome and example of corre-

spondency between neighbouring churches, exhorting, encouraging, and (in case of

publikc scandal) admonishing in love one another, as well as single brethren ought to

admonish one another in love, in the case of private offence-—our nearer relation and

more special affection to our brethren of England, making us to sympathize with them
in their danger and affliction as our own, both kingdomes being united as one entire

body in one Covenant, for pursuing the common cause and ends therein expressed

—

yea, common reason and experience itself teaching us that we have no cause to con-

ceive our religion, the liberties of this Church, or our selves, to be in a condition of

safety when ever the enemies of our religion and liberties are growing to a prevalency

in the neighbour kingdom. Any one of these considerations, much more all of them
together, cry aloud uj)on us to break our silence in this present juncture of affaires

; yet

we hope to expresse our selves both concerning the present dangers and present

duties, as in a conscionable and brotherly frcedome, so in a fair and inoffensive way

;

for we have no pleasure nor purpose to provoke any person or party whatsoever, nor

to encrease, but to endeavour the allaying and composing of the present unhap))y

differences. If any shall offend at our discharging our conscience and doing our duty,

yet we shall rather chose to take our hazard of that, then of displeasing God by ne-

glect of duty. But we hope better things then to be misunderstood or misinterpreted

by such as desire a candide interpretation of their own actions or expressions.

First of all, whatsoever the present discouragements, difficulties, or dangers are, or

whatsoever for the future they may be, we cannot but commemorate, to the glory of

God, and we doubt not it shall be remembred to his glory in the Church throughout

all ages, how great a salvation his mighty hand and outstretched arme hath wrought

for these three kingdomes—how he stirred up the spirits of his people in this king-

dome ten yeares ago, to begin to shake of the yoke of Prelaticall tyrannic, and of

Popish ceremonies obtruded upon us, contrary to the lawes of God and men—how
he led us on from so small beginnings, and from one degree to another, till we were

united in a National Covenant—how he gave us a banner to be displayed for the

truth, and so blessed us in the prosecution of that Covenant, that the King's Majesty

was graciously pleased, upon the humble- petitions of his loyal subjects in this nation,

to hidict a General Assembly and Parliament, for healing the grievances of Church
and State respectively, as likewise to grant his royal consent for confirming and rati-

fying by acts of Parliament our National Covenant, and the government and liberties

of this Church. After which the new troubles raised against us by the malice and

• Drawn iip by Mr George Gillespie Ed. 1843. X.
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treachery of our enemies did occasion the first expedition of this nation into England,

(upon which followed the calling of the Parliament there, and the large treaty,) and, in

the issue, the return of that army was with an olive branch of peace, and not without the

beginnings of a reformation in England ; in which work, while the Parliament was in-

terrupted and opposed, and a bloody war begun with great successe on that side

which opposed the Parliament and the begun reformation, from whence also did

accrew great advantage to the Popish party, (whereof the cessation of arms concluded

in Ireland may be in stead of many testimonies,) commissioners were sent hither from

both Houses, earnestly inviting and perswading to a nearer union of the kingdomes,

and desiring assistance from this nation to their brethren in that their great distresse

;

and this, by the good hand of God, produced the Solemne League and Covenant of the

three kingdomes, to the terrour of the Popish and Prelatical party, our common ene-

mies, and to the great comfort of such as were wishing and waiting for the reforma-

tion of religion, and the recovery of just liberties. And although, for the conjunction

of the kingdomes in Covenant and amies, (being a speciall means tending to the ex-

tirpation of Popery, and strengthening the true reformed religion,) this kingdome hath

been invaded and infested by the bloody Irish rebels, aided and strengthened by some
degenerate and perfidious countreymen of our owne ; although, also, in England there

were not wanting incendiaries, who, hating and envying nothing more then the union

of the kingdomes in such a Covenant, were very vigilant to catch, and active to im-

prove, all occasions of making divisive motions, and creating nationall differences

;

yet God hath been graciously pleased to break our enemies' strength at home, when
it was greatest, and to guide us through these jealousies and differences, fomented by
disaffected persons, between the kingdomes ; so that, in stead of a splitting upon these

rocks, (the thing hoped for by our enemies,) there was a peaceable and friendly part-

ing ; since which time God hath further blessed our army at home, to the expelling

of the enemie out of our own borders. Nor can we passe in silence the happy pro-

gresse which hath been made in the reformation of the Church of England. He that

hath brought the children to the birth, can also give strength to come forth ; and he
whose hand did cast out Prelacie and the Book of Common Prayer, (although strongly

rooted in standing lawes,) and who inclined the Parliament of England to owne no
other church government but the Presbyterial, (though it be not yet fully settled

according to the Word of God and the example of the best reformed churches,) can
as easily incline, when he thinks good, both the king and them, and the body of that

kingdome, to a thorow and perfect reformation. He that made the Assemblies and
Parliaments of both kingdomes to agree upon one Directory for the Publike Worship
of God, can also, when he will, make an agreement in the other parts of uniformitie,

Confession of Faith, Form of Church Government, and Catechisme ; in all which there

hath been also a good progresse made in the reverend and learned Assemblie of
Divines through the good hand of God so long upon them.

Having now seen so much of God, both in the beginning and progresse of this his

great work, and his hand having done so wondrous things for his people in their

greatest extremities of danger; and having discovered and defeate the plots of enemies,
making them fall even by their own counsels, these things we resolve to keep still

fixed in our hearts, and as memorials before our eyes, that remembring the works of

the Lord, and the years of the right hand of the Most High, we may neither want
matter of praises and thanksgivings, nor experience to breed hope. Although the

buildmg of the house of the Lord in England be not yet after so long . expectation

finished, and now also the work ceaseth, yet we doe from our hearts blesse the Lord
for the laying of the foundation, and for so much progresse as hath been made in the

work ; having still confidence in the Almighty, to whom nothing is impossible or too

hard, that every mountaine which doeth or shall stand in the way shall become a
plaine, and that the head-stone shall be brought for with shoutings of joy, " Grace,
grace unto it."

Neverthelesse, we are also very sensible of the great and imminent dangers into

which this common cause of religion is now brought by the growing and spreading of
most dangerous errours in England, to the obstructing and hindering of the begun re-

formation, as namely, (beside many others,) Socinianisme, Arminianisme, Anabaptisme,
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Antinomianisme, Brownisme, Erastianisme, Independency, and that which is called

(by abuse of the word) Liberty of Conscience, being indeed liberty oferrour, scandall,

schisme, heresie, dishonouring God, opposing the truth, hindering reformation, and
seducing others ; whereunto we adde those Nullifidians, or men of no religion, com-
monly called Seekers : Yea, we cannot but look upon the dangers of the true Reformed
religion in this island as greater now then before, not onely for that those very prin-

ciples and fundamentals of faith which, under Prelacy, yea, under Popery itself, were
generally received as uncontroverted, are now, by the scepticisme ofmany sectaries of
this time, either oppugned or called in question ; but also, because in stead of carry-

ing on the reformation towards perfection, that which hath been already built is in

part cast down, and in danger to be wholly overthrown through the endeavours of

sectaries to comply with many of the Prelaticall and IMalignant, and even the Popish
party ; and their joyning hand in hand, and casting in their lots, and interweaving
their interests together in way of combination against the Covenant and Presbyteriall

government
; yea, the unclean spirit which was cast out, is about to enter againe, with

seven other spirits worse then himsclfc, and so the latter end like to be worse thea
the beginning.

We are extremely sorry that we have cause to aggravate these evils from the cry-

ing sin of breach of Covenant, whereof if we should hold our peace, yet, according to

the Word of the Lord, other nations will say, and many among them do say, Where-
fore hath the Lord done thus unto this people ? and what meaneth the heat of this

great anger ? and they answer one another, " Because they have forsaken the Cove-
nant of the Lord their God." We would not be understood as if we meant either

to justifie this nation, or to charge such a sin upon all in that nation. We know the
Covenant hath been in divers particulars broken by many in both kingdomes—the

Lord pardon it and accept a sacrifice ; and we doe not doubt but there are many
seven thousands in England, who have not onely kept themselves unspotted, and re-

tained their integrity in that businesse, but doe also mourne and groane before the

Lord for that sin of others ; yet we should but deny our own sense and betray the

truth, if we should not resent so great a sinne and tlanger, as is the breach of a

solemne Covenant, sworn with hands lifted up to the Most High G(5d ; which
breach, however varnished over with some colourable and handsome pretexts, one
whereof is the Uberty and common right of the free people of England, as once Saul

brake a covenant with the Gibeonites, '• in his zeal to the Children of Israel and
Judah ;" yet God could not then, and cannot now, be mocked

;
yea, it is too apparent

and undeniable, that among those who did take the Covenant of the three kingdomes,
as there are many who have given themselves to a detestable indifferency or neutrali-

tie, so there is a generation which hath made defection to the contrary part, perse-

cuting, as far as they could, that true Reformed religion, in doctrine, worship, dis-

cipline, and government, which by the Covenant they ought to preserve against the

common enemies—hindering and resisting the reformation and uniformity which by

the Covenant ought to be endeavoured— presei'ving and tolerating those cursed

things which by the Covenant ought to be extirpate, heresie and schisme—encroach-

ing upon, yea offering violence unto the rights, priviledges, and authority of magi-

stracie—protecting and assisting such as by the Covenant ought to have been brought

to condigne triall and punishment—and persecuting those who by the Covenant ought

to be assisted and defended—endeavouring also a breach in stead of a firme peace and

union between the kingdomes, so that there is not any one article of the Solemne

League and Covenant which hath not been sinfully and dangerously violated before

God, angels, and men. Now, if a Covenant for the presei-vation and reformation of

religion, the maintenance and defence of liberties, was justly thought a fit and excel-

lent mean, not only to strengthen and fortifie the kingdomes against the common
enemie of the true Reformed religion, publike peace, and prosperity ; but also, " to ac-

quire the favour of Almightie God towards the three kingdomes of England, Scot-

land, and Ireland," as is expressed in the Ordinance of the Lords and Commons for

the taking of the Covenant, dated February 2, 1643 ; surely, then, the authors and

chief instruments of the breach of that Covenant are to be looked upon as those who
strengthen the hands of the common enemie, and provoke the wrath of Almighty
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God against these kingdomes : Yea, if this Covenant was the " soveraigne and only
meanes of the recovery" of these embroiled bleeding kingdoms, as is expressed in the
Exhortation of the Assembly of Divines to the taking of the Covenant, approved and
ordered to be printed by the House of Commons, the despising, refusing, and castincr

aside of that remedy must needs render the disease much more desperate. And 3"

by the Declaration of both kingdomes joyned in arms, anno 1643, such as would not
take the Covenant were declared " to be publike enemies to their religion and countrey,
and that they are to be censured and punished as professed adversaries and Malio-I
nants," who seeth not now a strange falling away from these first principles and pro-
fessions among these who either magnifie and cry up, or at least connive at and com-
ply with such as have not taken the Covenant, yea, are known enemies to it, and
cry down such as are most zealous for it?

In this case, while in the neighbour kingdom, the staves of beauty and bands, cove-
nant and brotherhood, are broken by many, the home of Malignants and sectaries
exalted, the best affected bom down, reformation ebbing, heresie and schisme flow-
ing ; it can hardly be marvelled at, by any person of prudence and discretion, if we
be full of such feares and apprehensions as use to be in those who dwell near a house
set on fire, or a family infected, especially being taught, by the sad experience of these
Prelatical times, how easily a gangrene in the one-half of this island may spread
through the whole ; knowing also the inveterate and insatiable malice of the enemies
of this cause and Covenant against this Church and kingdome ; which we cannot be
ignorant of, unlesse we would shut our eyes and stop our ears.

Our present purpose leadeth us to touch somewhat of the proceedings of the army
in England this summer, so far as religion is therein concerned. As we are confident
divers have gone along with them iu the simplicity of their hearts—and we presume
not to judge the thoughts and intentions of any, it being God's owne preroo-ative to
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and to make manifest the counsels of the
hearts—so it cannot be denied, that upon these passages and proceedings hath fol-
lowed the interrupting of the so much longed-for reformation of religion,"of the set-
ling of Presbyterian government, and of the suppressing of heresies°and dangerous
errors, (which works the Parliament had taken in hand,) the retarding and delaying
the rehef of Ireland, the sowing of the seeds of another war in England, the streno-th-
ning of the hand of the Malignant and Episcopall partv, the weakening and wound-
ing both of magistracy and ministery ; in all which,' whether the army be blame-
lesse and innocent from ministring occasion to so great evils, or whether there be not
cause for them to repent and do the first works, and to practise more of that love,
moderation, and meeknesse of spirit, and of that zeal against Malignants and Prelati-
call persons, which they have from the beginning professed, and the want whereof
(when suspected in others) they did so much censure ; or whether there be such a
thing among them as adjoyning with those against whom, and against those with
whom the Covenant was taken ;—we leave them in all these to the search and exami-
nation of their own consciences, that they may stand or fall unto God. For our part,
we cannot conceive how the proposals of that army for setling of a peace, do in jioint
of religion consist with the Solemn League and Covenant, or with the propositions of
peace formerly agreed upon by both kingdomes ; there being so considerable omis-
sions of divers materiall desires contained in those former propositions, concernino- the
abolition of Prelacy—concerning the injoyning of the taking of the Covenant by all
his Majestie's subjects, under such penalties as the Parliaments should agree upon—
concerning the sethng of religion in England and Ireland according to the Covenant,
in such manner as both Houses of ParUament shall agree on, after advice had with
the Assembly of Divines concerning the setling of uniformity between the Churches of
God in both kingdomes, according to the Covenant, in such manner as shall be agreed

• on by both Houses of the Parliament of England, and by the Church and kingdome of
Scotland, after advice had with the divines of both kingdomes—also concerning an
act of Parhament to confirm the calling and sitting of the Assembly of Divines: All
which, with some other particulars concerning religion, expressed in the former pro-
positions, if they should now be omitted in the setling of a peace, the progresse already
made, not only in the Assembly of Divines, but in the Houses of Parliament in set-
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ling Presbyleriall government, with the Confession of Faith, yea, the Directory of

Publike Worship, (though agreed upon by the Assemblies and Parliaments of both
kingdomes,) shall be but so much lost labour. But, beside these omissions, it may be
justly doubted, whether there be not in these proposals of the army somewhat for

Episcopacy and against the Covenant ; for we cannot understand the eleventh pro-

posall in any other sense, but that it supposeth the continuance of the ecclesiastical

office of Bishops or Prelats, as well as of any other church officers, and taketh no
more from the Prelats but coercive power or jurisdiction, extending to civil penalties,

which, indeed, belongeth to no ecclesiasticall officers. In the twelfth proposal!, we
do not see how it can avoid or shun the toleration of Popery, superstition, heresie,

schisme, profannesse, or whatsoever works of darknesse shall be practised by such as

dispise the publike worship of God in the Church, and have the most unlavvfuU and
wicked meetings else where, under a profession of religious duties, exercises, or ordi-

nances. From the thirteenth proposall, we can make no other result, but that in stead

of enjoyning the taking of the Covenant, under such penalties as the Parliaments ia

their wisdome shall agree upon, the former ordinance of Parliament, enjoyning the

taking of it is desired to be repealed ; and then what may be the danger of those

that have taken, orrshall take, an oath of that kinde, not enjoyned nor ratified by au-

thority, we leave it to be judged by those vchoknow best the lawes of that kingdoms.

One thing more we cannot passe, that whereas, in the armie's declaration or re-

presentation to the Parliament, dated June 14, 1647, they mention their brethren of

Scotland as having proceeded in the vindication and defence of their just rights and
liberties, much higher then that army hath done ; we are necessitated to say this much
for clearing of these proceedings in this nation reflected upon. They of this Church
and kingdom who joyned together and associated themselves in this cause, first by
humble petitions, and afterwards by covenant, were so far from slighting or breaking

that Covenant which was taken, that it was the special visible character by which the

friends of the cause were distinguished from the enemies thereof, and they were so

far from crying down the ministery and ecclesiasticall Assemblies, or from disobeying

any orders or commands of Parliament, that a Generall Assembly of the Church and
a Parliament were two chief heads of their jietitions and desires at that time, when
they had neither; and when they had obtained a Generall Assembly and Parliament,

they chearfuily submitted to both respectively.

And now the dangers of religion in this island being so great, as there hath been

lately a solemne humiliation throughout this land, upon occasion of these great and
growing dangers ; so, we cannot but still look upon them as matters of frequent prayer

and humiliation to our selves, as well as our brethren in England, there being much
sin in both kingdomes procuring all this evill, and justly deserving these and heavier

judgements. And as we desire, in the first place, to be humbled for our own sins,

and the sins of this nation, so we trust our brethren will be willing to be put in

minde of the necessity of their humiliation and repentance for the nationall sins of

that kiugdome ; which we shall wish rather to be sadly considered by them then

expressed by us. One thing we are confident of, that God hath had a speciall con-

troversie against his people of old, for the sin of a broken Covenant, and unwilling-

nesse to be reformed and purged according to the word of the Lord ; and that till

these sinnes were acknowledged and repented his controversie did not take an end.

We are no lesse confident, that the godly and well-affected will, in tendernesse of

conscience, timely search out, weigh well, mourn for, and study to remove, all the

causes of the Lord's present controversie against that nation. What the Honourable

Houses of Parliament have to be humbled for, and to reform or amend, they have

been (and we trust still are) put in minde by such as are ambassadours to them in

Christ's stead, at their solemn humiliations. For our part, as we have alwayes men-
tioned them in our prayers, with thanksgivings also in their behalfe, so we now must

humbly beseech the Lord to direct and blesse them, and in their present difficulties to

keep them by his grace from all sinfuU compliance, especially from establishing ini-

quity by a law, to shew them why he contendeth with them, that the true cause of

his controversie may be removed, and that the glory of his name, the kingdoms,

crown, and scepter of his Son Jesus Christ, with his word, lawes, ordinances, truetb,

k
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ministers, may be yet more set bj in their eyes, that they also may finde a further

performance of the word of the Lord :
'' Exalt her, and she shall promote thee

;"

and " Them that honour me, I will honour."

We shall now, by the mercies of God, and in the bowels of Jesus Christ, earnestly

beseech all those, of whatsoever quality or condition, in England, who have entred into

the same League and Covenant with us, and especially the Houses of Parliament,

the city of London, and Assembly of Divines, that, with sound humiliation, fervent

prayer, and making, sure their peace with God, they may joyne all care, fiithfulnesse,

and zeal, to hold fast the profession of their faith without wavering, against the many
heresies and errors of these times ; that they may, according to their places and call-

ings, endeavour to the utmost of their power to prevent or hinder the laying aside or

slighting of the Covenant, the re-establishment of Episcopacy, and the toleration of

Popery, Prelacy, heresie, schisme, superstition, or prophannesse, and not suffer them-

selves, directly or indirectly, by whatsoever combination, perswasion, or terrour, to be

divided and withdrawn from that blessed union and sacred Covenant, either to the con-

trary side, or to a neutrality in this cause, which so much concerneth the glorie of

God, the good of the kingdomes, and the honour of the King; but all the dayes of

their lives zealously and constantly continue therein, against aU opposition, and pro-

mote the same according to their power, against all lets and impediments whatsoever;

which things both they and we have solemnly, and in the sight of God, sworn unto.

And as we desired them to rest confident of the constancy of their brethren in this

nation, in adhering to that Covenant, in all the articles thereof, which we shall, by
the grace of Christ, (without which we are nothing.) sincerely, really, and con-

stantly, pursue and promote, so far as concerneth our places and callings—using our

utmost endeavours towards the suppression of those errors which have so dangerously

hurt religion in this island; so, we expect confidently the like of our brethren in Eng-
land united in Covenant with us, and that what ever they may have cause to fear, or

be called to suffer, yet the Lord will so strengthen them by his grace, as that they

may be able to say, " All this is come upon us, j'et have we not forgotten thee, •

neither have we dealt falsely in thy Covenant." And here is the wisdome and patience

of the saints, to choose affliction rather then iniquity, to do duty in the worst of

times, and to trust God with events, and in so doing, to hope to the end, and wait

upon the Lord, untill he plead their cause, and execute judgement for them ; so shall

they be more purified, and not made blacker, (as, alas ! some are,) but whiter in times

of tryall.

More particularlj', we do desire that PresbyteriaU government may be setled and
put in practise throughout that kingdom, according to the Word of God and ex-

ample of the best reformed churches ; for without this we know no other proper and
effectuall remedy against the present dangers ofreligion there, or for purging the Church
from scandals, which are destructive either to sound doctrine or to godfinesse ; and
herein we are confident the experience of all the reformed churches will bear wit-

nesse with us. Nor do we doubt but in England also time and experience will more
and more commend, not only the beautifuU order, but the great utihty, yea, necessity

of this government, and dispell all the clouds of aspersions and prejudices which it

lieth under among such as know it not, who ought, therefore, to beware of speaking

evill of the things they understand not. Yet we would not have our zeal for Presby-

teriaU government misunderstood, as if it tended to any rigour or domineering over

the flock, or to hinder and exclude that instructing in meeknesse them that oppose

themselves, which the apostolicall rule holds forth ; or as if we would have any such

to be intrusted with that government as are found not yet purged, either from their

old profannesse, or from the Prelaticall principles and practises, which were but to put

a piece of new cloath imto an old garment, and so to make the rent worse ; or to put

new wine into old bottles, and so to lose both wine and botdes. Yea, who knows
whether this may not be one of the causes (and not the least) why the present re-

formation succeeds the worse, even because of so litde repentance, either for the pro-

fannesse or Prelaticall errours and corruptions of divers who have acted in it ; never-

thelesse, the right hand of fellowship is to be given to all such as bring forth fruits

meet for repentance, whatsoever their former errours or failings were. And to our
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great joy, we understand that there are many learned, able, godly, and prudent mi-

nisters in that kingdome, fit to he imployed in that government, together with such

able and pious men as are to be joyned with them in the capacity of ruling elders.

It shall be a part of our prayers, that the Lord of the harvest may send forth many
more labourers in that kingdome, where the harvest is so great and the labourers so

few proportionably ; and in the meane while, that such as he hath already thrust out

may not be unemployed, as to the point of discipline and government.

Nor, lastly, doth our zeal for the Covenant and Presbyteriall government abate or

diminish any thing at all from our loyalty and duty to the King's Majesty, although

incendiaries and enemies spare not to reproach this Church and kingdome with dis-

loyaltie. Yet such calumnies will easily be repudiate by all who will examine the

whole course of the publike proceedings in this nation in reference to the King, and
particularly the Declaration of the Parliament of this kingdome, dated January 16,

1647. Wherefore, passing all such calumnies, which cannot but be hatefull to God
and good men, we do clearly and candidly professe, that the Covenant and Presby-

teriall government are so far from hindering or excluding our duty to the King, that

it is thereby very much strengthened and sujiported ; for our giving to God what is

God's, doth not hinder us, but help us, to give unto Caesar what is Caesar's. And we
earnestly wish his Majestie's royall heart may be graciously inclined to the just desires

of his good subjects in both kingdomes, and to that happy settlement of truth and
peace, religion and righteousnesse, which may be as well for the establishment of his

own throne as for the good of his people.

Now the Prince of Peace himself grant his afflicted people, tossed with tempests,

and not comforted, a safe and well grounded peace, bring light out of the present dark-

nesse, and order out of all these confusions—give unto all who are waiting for the con-

solation of Israel " good hope through grace, comfort their hearts, stablish them in

every good word and work,"—make his cause to triumph at last over all opposition, and
the enemies foot to slide in due time; and so put a new song of praise in the mouths
of his people. Amen.

Scss. 19, August 24, 1647, ante meridiem.-—Actfor observing the Directions ofthe Gene-

rail Assemhly for Secret and Private Worship, and mutuall Edification, andfor cen-

suring such as neglect Familie Worship.

The Generall Assembly, after mature deliberation, doth approve the following rules

and directions for cherishing piety, and preventing division and schisme, and doth

appoint ministers and ruling elders in each congregation to take speciall care that

these directions be observed and followed ; as likewise, that Presbyteries and Provin-

cial! Synods enquire and make tryall whether the said directions be duly obsei-ved

in their bounds, and to reprove or censure (according to the quality of the offence)

such as shall be found to be reproveable or censurable therein. And to the end that

these directions may not be rendered ineffectual! and unprofitable among some, through

the usual! neglect of the very substance of the duty of family worship, the Assembly
doth furtlier require and appoint ministers and ruling elders to make diligent search

and enquiry in the congregations committed to their charge respectively, whetlier

there be among them any family or families which use to neglect this necessary duty

;

and if any such family be found, the liead of that family is to he first admonished
privately to amend this fault ; and, in case of his continuing tlierein, he is to be gravely

and sadly reproved by the session ; after which reproof, if lie be found still to neglect

family worship, let him be, for his obstinacy in such an offence, suspended and de-

barred from the Lord's Supper, as being justly esteemed unworthy to communicate
therein till he amend.

The Directions of the Generall Assembly for Secret and Private Worship, and mutuall

Edification, for cherishing Piety, for maintaining Unitie, and avoiding Schisme and
Division.*

Besides the publike worship in congregations, mercifully established in this land in

• These dii-ections were drawn up by Mr Robert Blair Ed. 1843.
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great purity, it is expedient and necessary that secret worship of each person alone,

and private worship of families, be pressed and set up ; that with nationall reformation

the profession and power of godline.sse, both personall and domestick, be advanced.

I. And, first, for secret worship, it is most necessar that every one apart and by
themselves be given to prayer and meditation, the unspeakable benefit whereof is best

known to them who are most exercised therein. This being the meane whereby, in

a special way, communion with God is entertained, and right preparation for all other

duties obtained ; and, therefore, it becometh not only pastors within their severall

charges to presse persons of all sorts to peribrme this duty mor'niug and evening, and
at other occasions, but also it is incumbent to the head of every family to have a care

that both themselves and all within their charge be daily diligent herein.

II. The ordinar duties comprehended under the exercise of pietie, which should be

in families when they are conveened to that effect, are these : First, Prayer and praises

performed, with a speciall reference as well to the publikc condition of the Kirk of

God and this kingdome as to the present case of the famih', and every member
thereof. Next, Reading of Scriptures, with catechizing in a plaine way, that the

understandings of the simpler may be belter enabled to profit under the publike ordi-

nances, and they made more capable to understand the Scriptures when they are read ;

together with godlj' conferences, tending to the edification of all the members in the

most holy faith, as also admonition and rebuke upon just reasons from these who have

authoritie in the family.

III. As the charge and office of interpreting the holy Scriptures is a part of the

ministeriall calling, which none (howsoever otherwise qualified) should take upon him
in any place, but he that is duly called thereunto by God and his Kirk ; so in every

family where there is any that can read, the Holy Scriptures should be read ordi-

narily to the family ; and it is commendable that thereafter they confer, and b}' way
of conference make some good use of what hath been read and heard ; as, for ex-

ample, if any sin be reproved in the word read, use may be made thereof to make
all the family circumspect and watchfull against the same ; or if any judgement be

threatned, or mentioned to have been inflicted in that portion of Scripture which is

read, use may be made to make all the family fear lest the same or a worse judge-

ment befall them, unlesse they beware of the siu that procured it ; and, finally, ifany
duty be required, or comfort held forth in a promise, use may be made to stin-e up
themselves to imploy Christ for strength to enable them for doing the commanded
duty, and to apply the offered comfort ; in all which the master of the family is to

have the chif hand, and any member of the family may propone ane question or

doubt for resolution.

IV. The head of the family is to take care that none of the family withdraw him-
self from any part of family worship; and seeing the ordinar performance of all the

parts of family worship belongeth properly to the head of the famih', the minister is

to stirre up such as are lasie, and traine up such as are weak to a fitnesse for these

exercises. It being alwayes free to persons of qualitie to entertain one approven by
the Presbytery for performing family exercise ; and in other families where the head
of the family is unfit, that another constantly residing in the familie, approven by
the minister and session, may be imployed in that sen'ice, wherein the minister and
session are to be countable to the Presbyterie. And if a minister by divine Provi-

dence be brought to any family, it is requisite that at no time he convcen a part of

the family for worship secluding the rest, except in singular cases, specially concern-

ing these parties, which (in Christian prudence) need not, or ought not to be im-

parted to others.

V. Let no idler who hath no particular calling, or vagrant person, under pretence

of a calling, be suffered to perform worship in famihes, to or for the same; seeing

persons tainted with errours, or aiming at division, may be ready (after that manner)
to creep into houses, and lead captive silly and unstable souls.

VI. At family worship a speciall care is to be had that each family keep by them-
selves ; neither requiring, inviting, nor admitting persons from divers families, unlesse

it be these who are lodged with them, or at meal, or otherwise with them, upon some
lawfull occasion.

I
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VII. Whatsoever hath been the effects and fruits of meetings of persons of divers

families in tlie times of corruption or trouble, (in ^¥hich cases man}' things are com-
mendable, which otherwise are not tolerable,) yet when God hath blessed us with.

peace and the purity of the Gospel, such meetings of persons of divers families (ex-

cept in the cases mentioned in these directions) are to be disapproved, as tending to

the hinderance of the religious exercise of each family by itself, to the prejudice

of the publike ministery, to the renting of the families of particular congregations,

and (in progresse of time) of the whole kirk, besides many offences which may come
thereby, to the hardning of the hearts of carnall men, and grief of the godly.

VIII. On the Lord's day, after every one of the family apart, and the whole family

together, have sought the Lord (in whose hands the preparation of men's hearts are)

to fit them for the publike worship, and to blesse to them the publike ordinances,

the master of the family ought to take care that all within his charge repair to the

publike worship, that he and they may joyne with the rest of tlie congregation ; and
the publike worship being finished, after praver, he should take an account what they

have heard, and thereafter to spend the rest of the time which they may spare in

catechising and in spiritual! conferences upon the Word of God ; or else (going

apart) they ought to apply themselves to reading, meditation, and secret prayer, that

they may confirmc and increase their communion with God; that so the profit

which they found in the publike ordinances may be cherished and promoved, and
they more edified unto etcrnall life.

IX. So many as can conceive prayer ought to make use of that gift of God; albeit

these who are rude and weaker may begin at a set form of prayer; but so as they be

not sluggish in stirring up in themselves (according to their daily necessities) the Spi-

rit of prayer, which is given to all the children of God in some measure. To which

effect they ought to be the more fen-ent and frequent in secret prayer to God, for

enabling of their hearts to conceive, and their tongues to expresse, convenient desires

to God for- their family. And, in the mean time, for their greater encouragement,

let these materialls of prayer be meditated upon, and made use of as followeth :—
Let them confesse to God how unworthy they are to come in his presence,

and unfit to worship his Majestic ; and therefore earnestly ask of God the Spirit of

prayer.

They are to confesse their sins, and the sins of the family, accusing, judging, and
condemning themselves for them, till they bring their souls to some measure of true

humiliation.

They are to pour out their souls to God, in the name of Christ, by the Spirit, for

forgivenesse of sins, for grace to repent, to believe, and to live soberly, righteously,

and godly, and that they may serve God with joy and delight in walking before

him,

ITiey are to give thanks to God for his many mercies to his people, and to them-

selves, and especially for his love in Christ, and for the light of the Gospel.

They are to pray for such particular benefits, spirituall and temporall, as they stand

in need of for the time, (whether it be morning or evening,) as health or sicknesse,

prosperitie or adversitie.

They ought to pray for the Kirk of Christ in general—for all the reformed kirks,

and for this kirk in particular—and for all that suffer for the name of Christ,—for all

our superiours, the King's Majesty, the Qucene, and their children—for the magi-

strates, ministers, and whole body of the congregation whereof they are members,

as well for their neighbours absent in their lawfuU affaires, as for those that are at

home.
The prayer may be closed with an earnest desire, that God may be glorified in the

comming of the kingdome of his Son, and in the doing of his will ; and with as-

surance that themselves are accepted, and what they have asked according to his

will shall be done.

X. These exercises ought*to be performed in great sinceritie without delay, lay-

ing aside all exercises of worldly businesse or hinderances, notwithstanding the

jjiockings of Atheists and profi:ie men ; in respect of the great mercies ot God to

this land, and of his severe corrections wherewith lately he hath exercised us. And,
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to this effect, persons of eminency (and all elders of the kirk) not only ought to stir

up themselves and -their fiimilies to diligence herein, but also to concurre effectually,

that in all other families where they have power and charge the said exercises be

conscionably performed.

XI. Besides the ordinary duties in families, which are above mentioned, extra-

ordinary duties, both of humiliation and thanksgiving, are to be carefully performed

in families, when the Lord by extraordinary occasions (private or pubUke) calleth

for them.

XII. Seeing the Word of God requireth that we should consider one another to

provoke unto love and good works, therefore, at all times, and specially in this time,

wherein pi'ofanitie abounds, and mockers, walking after their own lusts, think it

strange that others run not with them to the same excesse of riot, every member of

this Kirk ought to stir up themselves, and one another, to the duties of mutuall edi-

fication, by instruction, admonition, rebuke, exhorting one another to manifest the

grace of God, " in denying ungodlinesse and worldly lusts, and in living godly, soberly,

and righteously in this present world," by comforting the feeble-minded, and praying

with or for one another ; which duties respectively are to be performed upon spe-

ciall occasions offered by divine providence ; as namely, when under any calamity,

crosse, or great difficultie, counsel or comfort is sought, or when an offender is to

be reclaimed by private admonition, and if that be not effectuall, by joyning one

or two more in the admonition, according to the rule of Christ, " that in the mouth
of two or three witnesses, every word may be established."

XIII. And because it is not given to every one to speak a word in season to a

wearied or distressed conscience, it is expedient that a person (in that case) finding

no ease after the use of all ordinary means, private and publike, have their addresse

to their own pastour, or some experienced Christian ; but if the person troubled

in conscience be of that condition, or of that sex, that discretion, modestie, or fear

of scandajl, requireth a godly, grave, and secret friend to be present with them in

their said addresse, it is expedient that such a friend be present.

XIV. When persons of divers families are brought together by divine providence,

being abroad upon their particular vocations, or any necessary occasions, as they
would have the Lord their God with them whithersoever they go, they ought to

walk vi'ith God, and not neglect the duties of prayer and thanksgiving, but take care

that the same be performed by such as the company shall judge fittest ; and that

they likewise take heed that " no corrupt communication proceed out of their mouth,
but that which is good, to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the

hearers."

The drift and scope of all these directions is no other but that, upon the one part,

the power and practice of godlinesse among all the ministers and members of this

Kirk, according to their severall places and vocations, may be cherished and advanced,
and all impietie and mocking of religious exercises suppressed; and, upon the other
part, that under the name and pretext of religious exercises, no such meetings or

practices be allowed, as are apt to breed error, scandall, schisme, contempt or misre-

gard of the publike ordinances and ministers, or neglect of the duties of particular

callings, or such other evils as are the works not of the Spirit, but of the Hesh, and
are contrary to truth and peace.

I

Act against such as withdraiv themselvesfrom the Puhlike Worship in their oivn

Congregation.

Since it hath pleased God of his infinite goodncsse to blesse his Kirk within this

nation with the riches of the Gospel, in giving to us his ordinances in great purity,

liberty, and withall a comely and well-established order: The Assembly, in the zeal

of God, for preserving order, unitie, and peace in the Kirk, for maintaining that re-

spect which is due to the ordinances and ministers of Jesus Christ, for preventing
schisme, noysome crrours, and all unlawfiill practices, which may follow on the
people's withdrawing themselves from their own congregations, doth charge every
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minister to be diligent in fulfilling his ministerie—to be holy and grave in his con-

versation—to be faithfull in preaching, declaring the whole counsell of God—and as he

hath occasion from the text of Scripture, to reprove the sins and errours, and presse

the duties of the tiuie, and in all those to observe the rules prescribed by the Acts of

Assembly ; wherein if he be negligent, he is to be censured by his own Presbytery.

As also, ordains every member in every congregation to keep their own paroch kirk,

to communicate there in the Word and Sacraments ; and if any person or persons

shall hereafter usually absent themselves from their own congregations, except in

urgent cases, made known to and approven by the Presbytery, the ministers of these

congregations whereto they resort shall, both in publike by preaching, and in private

admonition, shew their dislike of their withdrawing from their own minister ; that in

so doing, they may witnesse to all that heare them their due care to strengthen the

hands of their fellow-labourers in the work of the Lord, and their detestation of any
thing that may tend to separation, or any of the abovementioned evils ; hereby their

own flock will be confirmed in their stedfastnesse, and the unstable spirits of others

will be rectified. Likeas, the minister of that congregation from which they do with-

draw shall labour, first by private admonition, to reclaim them ; and if any, after pri-

vate admonition given by their own pastour, do not amend, in that case the pastour

shall delate the foresaid persons to the session, who shall cite and censure them as

contemners of the comely order of the Kirk ; and if the matter be not taken order

with there, it is to be brought to the Presbytery : for the better observing whereof,

the Presbyteries at the visitation of the severall kirks, and Provinciall Assemblies in

their censure of the severall Presbyteries, shall enquire hereanent ; which inquirie

and report shall be registrate in the Provinciall books, that their diligence may be

seen in the General Assembly.

Sess. 22, August 26, 1647, post meridiem.—rApprobation of the Proceedings ofthe

Commission of the preceding Assembly.

The Generall Assembl}', after mature deliberation, do ratifie and approve the whole

Acts and Conclusions of the Commissioners of the preceding' Assembly for Publike

Affaires now tryed and examined ; declaring that they have proceeded therein with

much zeal, wisdome, vigilance, and according to their Commission.

Sess. 23, August 27, 1647, ante meridiem.—Approbation ofthe Confession ofFaith.

A Confession of Faith for the Kirks of God in the three kingdomes, being the

chiefest part of that uniformity inreligiorf, which, by the Solemne League and Cove-
nant, we are bound to endeavour ; and there being accordingly a Confession of Faith

agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines sitting at Westminster, with the assistance

of Commissioners from the Kirk of Scotland; which Confession was sent from our

Commissioners at London to the Commissioners of the Kirk met at Edinburgh in

January last, and hath been in this Assembly twice publikely read over, examined,

and considered ; copies thereof being also printed, that it might be particularly

perused by all the members of this Assembly, unto whom frequent intimation was
publikely made to put in their doubts and objections, if they had any; and the said

Confession being, upon due examination thereof, found by the Assembly to be most

agreeable to the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the received doctrine, wor-

ship, discipline, and government of this Kirk ; and, lastly, it being so necessary and

so much longed for that the said Confession be, with all possible diligence and expe-

dition, approved and established in both kingdoms, as a principal part of the intended

uniformity in religion, and as a special means for the more effectual suppressing of

the many dangerous errours and heresies of these times : The Generall Assembly
doth, therefore, after mature deliberation. Agree unto and Approve the said Confession,

as to the truth of the matter, (judging it to be most orthodox, and grounded upon the

Word of God :) and also as to the point of uniformity, agreeing, for our part, that it



1647. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 159

be a common Confession of Faith for the three kingdomes. The Assembly doth also

blesse the Lord, and thankfully acknowledge his great mercy, in that so excellent a

Confession of Faith is prepared, and thus lar agreed upon in both kingdomes ; which

we look upon as a great strengthning of the true reformed religion against the com-
mon enemies thereof. But lest our intention and meaning be in some particulars

misunderstood, it is hereby expressly declared and provided, that the not mentioning

in this Confession the severall sort of ecclesiasticall officers and assemblies shall be no
prejudice to the truth of Christ in these particulars to be expressed fully in the Direc-

tory of Government. It is further declared, that the Assembly uuderstandeth some
parts of the Second Article of the Thirty-One Chapter only of Kirks not settled or con-

stituted in point of government; and that although in such kirks a synod ofministers and
other fit persons may be called by the magistrate's authority and nomination, without

any other call, to consult and advise with about matters of religion ; and although

likewise the ministers of Christ, without delegation from their churches, may of them-

selves, and by vertue of their office, meet together synodically in such kirks not yet

constituted, yet neither oi these ought to be done in kirks constituted and settled ; it

being alwayes free to the magistrate to advise with synods of ministers and ruling

elders, meeting upon delegation from their churches, either ordinarly, or being indicted

by his authority occasionaUy and pro re nata, it being also free to assemble together

synodically, as well pro re nata as at the ordinary times upon delegation from the

churches, by the intrinsical power received from Christ, as often as it is necessary for

the good of the Church so to assemble, in case the magistrate, to the detriment of the

Church, withhold or deny his consent ; the necessity of occasional! Assemblies being
first remonstrate unto him by humble supplication.

1 Sess. 25, August 28, 1647, post meridiem.—Act for Revising the Paraphrase of the

Psahnes brought from England, with a Recovimendation for Translating the other

Scripturall Songs in Meeter.

; The Generall Assembly, having considered the report of the committee concerning
;i the Paraphrase of the Psalmes sent from England, and finding that it is very neces-

sary that the said paraphrase be yet revised ; therefore, doth appoint Master John
Adamson to examine the first fourty Psalmes, Master Thomas Craufurd the second
fourty, Master John Row the third fourty, and Master John Nevey the last thirty

Psalms of that Paraphrase ; and in their examination they shall not only observe what
they think needs to be amended, but also to set downe their own essay for correct-

ing thereof; and, for this purpose, recommends to them to make use of the travels of
Rowallen, Master Zachary Boyd, or of any other on that subject, but especially of
our own Paraphrase, that what they finde better in any of these works may be chosen

;

and, likewise, they shall make use of the animadversions sent from Presbyteries, who,
for this c&use, are hereby desired to hasten their observations unto them, and they
are to make report of their labours herein to the Commission of the Assembly for

Publike Affiiires, against their first meeting in February next. And the Commission,
after revising thereof, shall send the same to Provincial Assemblies, to be transmitted

to Presbyteries, that by their further consideration the matter may be fully prepared

to the next Assembly ; and because some Psalmes in that Paraphrase sent from Eng-
land are composed in verses which do not agree with the common tunes, therefore, it

is also recommended that these Psalms be likewise turned in other verses which may
agree to the common tunes ; that is, having the first line of eight syllabs, and the

second line of six, that so both versions being together, use may be made of either

of them in congregations as shall be found convenient. And the Assembly doth

further recommend, that Mr Zachary Boyd be at the paines to translate the other

Scriptural songs in meeter, and to report his travels also to the Commission of Assem-
bly, that, after their examination thereof, they may send the same to Presbyteries to

be there considered untill the next Generall Assembly.

I
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Act recommending the Execution of the Act of Parliament at Perth, for uplifting Pecu-
niall Paines to be imployed iipon Pious Uses, and of all Acts of Parliament made
against Excommunicate Persons.

The Generall Assemblj' doth seriously recommend and ordaine, that Presbyteries

diligently endeavour, that the ninth Act of the Parliament holden at Perth anna
1645, concerning the uplifting of pecunial paines to be imployed upon pious uses,

may be put to due execution v/ithin their several bounds ; and also, that the Acts of
Parliament against excommunicate persons, especially the twentieth Act of the Par-
liament in March last, be also carefully execute ; and that they cause use all diligence

to that eifect, and account hereof shall be required in ProYinciall and Generall As-
semblies.

Sess, 26, August ult. 1647, ante meridiem.—Act discharging the importing, venting, or

spreading of erronious Books or Papers.

The Generall Assembh', considering how the errours of Independency and Separa-
tion have (in our neighbour kingdome of England) spread asagangraen, and do daily

eat as a canker, in so much that exceeding many errours, heresies, schismes, and
blasphemies, have issued therefrom, and are sheltered thereby ; and how possible it

is for the same evils to invade and overspread this Kirk and kingdome, (lying withia

the same island,) by the spreading of their erronious books, pamphlets, lybels, and
letters, and by conversing with them that are infected with these errours, except the
same be timously prevented ; Doe, therefore, in the name of God, inhibit and dis-

charge all nieml)ers of this Kirk and kingdome to converse with persons tainted with

such errours ; or to import, sell, spread, vent, or disperse such erronious books or

papers : But that they beware of, and abstain from books maintaining Independencie
or Separation, and from all Antinomian, Anaba])tisticall, and other erronious books
and papers ; requiring all ministers to warne their flocks against such bookes in generall,

and particularly such as arc most plausible, insinuating, and dangerous : And to try

carefully from time to time if any such bookes be brought into this countrey from Eng-
land, or from beyond seas, (which is especially recommended to ministers on sea coasts,

or towns where any stationers are,) and if any shall be found, to present the same to

the Presbyteric, that some course may be taken to hinder the dispersing thereof:

And hereby all Presbyteries and Synods are ordained to try and processe such as shall

transgresse against the premisses, or any part of the same. And the Assembly also-

doth seriously recommend to civill magistrates, that they may be pleased to be assisting

to ministers and Presbyteries in execution of this act, and to concurre with their au-
thority in every thing to that effect.

Actfor Debarring of Complyers in the First Classefrom Ecclesiastick Office.

The Generall Assembly declares and ordaincs. That no person who is guilty of com-
pliance in the first classe mentioned in the Act of the preceding Assembly, shall

be received in any ecclesiasticall charge untill the evidence of his repentance before

the Presbyteric and congregation be reported to the Synode to which he belongs, and

to the Generall AssemV>ly, and their consent obtained for his bearing office. And if

any such person be already received unto the eldership of any particular congregation,

yet he shall not be admitted to be a member of any Presbyteric, Synode, or Gene-
rall Assemblie, untill (upon the evidence of his repentance) the consent and appro-

bation of these judicatories respectively be obtained thereto.

Actfor Pressing and Furthering the Plantation ofKirks. t

The Generall Assembly, considering how the work of provision, plantation, con-

venient dividing, dismembring, better uniting or enlarging of parish kirks, is hitherto
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foreslowed, to the great prejudice of many miuisters, many good people, and hinder-

ance of the work of reformation, doth therefore ordaine, That all Presbyteries have
speciall care that the present opportunity be diligently improved by all their mem-
bers, as need is, before the Commission for Plantation of Kirks, as they would not
be found censurable for neglect. And that every Presbytery send in to the next
Generall Assembly the names of all their parishes, with declaration which of them
have ministers, which not ; what is the largenesse of the bounds ; commodious or in-

commodious situation of each parish kirk ; what is the number of communicants

;

what kirks are under patrons, what not ; who are the severall patrons ; what is the

nature and quantitie of the present provision, or possible ground of further provision

for competent maintenance where the same is not sufficiently provided already : As
also, what parishes are united or disunited, or bettered already, and in what measure, by
the said commission ; that the Generall Assembly being acquaint therewith, may
doe accordingly, both for censuring neglecters and finding out overtures for better

furtherance of the work for time to come. Moreover, it is hereby ordained, That the
next ensuing Provinciall Synodes crave account of the severall Presbyteries their dili-

gence, and presse that they have it ready in writ to present to the Provinciall Synodes
in April next to come, that so all may be in readinesse, and the full account made
at the next Generall Assembly.

Actfor Censuring Absentsfrom the Generall Assembly.

The Generall Assembly, considering the absence of many commissioners in this

and other preceding Assemblies, and that many of those present have gone from the

Assembly before the dissolving thereof; therefore, for remedie hereof in time coming,
doth ordaine, that hereafter every commissioner from Presbyteries and Universities

who shall be absent from the Assembly without a reasonable excuse notified to the

Assembly, or who being present shall go from the Assembly before the dissolving

thereof without a licence, shall be suspended by the Assembly until! the Provinciall

Synode next thereafter following.

Renouation offormer Acts of Assembly for Triall and Admission of Expectants

to the Ministerie.

The Generall Assembly doth hereby renew and confirme all former acts and ordi-

nances for triall and admission of expectants to the ministery, especially the articles

thereanent allowed by the Generall Assembly, 1596, and approven in the Assembly
at Glasgow, 1638—the thirteenth article concerning the age of intrants to the mini-
stery, and the twentie-fourth article concerning the triall of expectants, of an Act of
the said Assembly at Glasgow, Sess. 23—and the Act of the Assembly at St Andrews,
1642, Sess. 7, concerning lists for presentations from the King, and the trial of ex-
pectants, &c. ; ordaining Presbyteries to observe the same carefully in all time coming.

Sess. 28, Eodem die, post meridiem.—Renovation of the Commission for Prosecuting

the Treatyfor Uniformity in England.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that the treaty of uniformity
in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected ; therefore renews the

power and commission granted by preceding Assemblies for prosecuting that treaty,

unto the persons after named, viz. : Master Robert Douglas, Master Samuel Ruther-
furd. Master Robert Baillie, Master George Gillespie, Ministers ; and John Earle of
Lauderdaill, John Lord Balmerino, and Sir Archibald Johnstoun of Waristoun,
Elders, authorising them, with full power, to prosecute the said treaty of uniformity,

(vith the Honourable Houses of the ParUament of England, and the Reverend As-
sembly of Divines there, or any committees appointed by them ; and to doe all

md every thing which may advance, perfect, and bring that treaty to an happy conclu-
uon, conforme to the commissions given thereanent.

X
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Renovation of the Commissmi for the Puhlihe Affaires of the Kirk.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration, that in respect the great

work of uniformity in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected,

(though by the Lord's blessing there is a good progresse made in the same,) there is

a necessity of renewing the Commissions granted ibrmerly for prosecuting and per-

fecting that great work ; doe, therefore, renew the power and Commission granted for

the Publike Affaires of the Kirk, by the Generall Assemblies held in St Andrews,
1642, and at Edinburgh, 1643, 1644, 1645, and 1646, unto the persons following,

viz. : Masters Alexander Casse, Samuel Douglas, Kobert Knox, William Penman,
James Guthrie, Robert Cuninghame, David Fletcher, Robert Lawder, Andrew Ste-

venson, Robert Davidson, David Calderwood, James Fleming, Robert Ker, James
Fairlie, Oliver Colt, Patrick Sibbald, Andrew Ramsay, John Adamson, Robert Dou-
glas, William Colvill, George Gillespie, Mungo Law, Andrew Fairfoul, George Lesly,

Robert Lawrie, Alexander Spittle, Alexander Dickson, John Hay, Thomas Vassie,

Ephraim Melvill, Patrick Scheill, Alexander Simmen^ail, George Rennet, Alexander
Levingstoun, Robert Murray, Alexander Rollock, William Menzies, Alexander Ire-

land, John Friebairn, George Murray, Henrie Guthrie, William Justice, Robert
Wright, Henrie Livingstoun, James Hammiltoun, George Gladstanes, Bernard San-

derson, Andrew Lawder, George Rutherfurd, John Levingstoun, George Hutchesou,

John Bell, Hugh Mackaile, John Nevey, Matthew Brisbane, John Hammiltoun,
Allan Ferguson, David Dickson, Zachary Boyd, Robert Ramsay, Robert Baillie,

James Nasmith, Francis Aird, Robert Birnie, Thomas Kirkaldie, Evan Cameron,
Robert Blair, Cohne Adam, George Hammiltoun, Samuel Rutherfurd, Alexander
Colvill, John Ramsay, James Martein, WiUiam Levingstoun, Thomas Melvill, John
Smith, Frederick Carmichaell, Patrick Gillespie, Alexander Moncreif, John Duncan,
James Sibbald, Walter Bruce, George Pittillo, Andrew Affleck, John Barclay, Tho-
mas Peirson, William Rait, David Strachan, Andrew Cant, William Douglas, John
Forbes, George Sharp, William Chalnier, Joseph Brodie, Alexander Simmer, Gilbert

Anderson, William Smith, Ministers ; and Archibald Marques of Argile, John Earle

of Crawfurd, Alexander Earle of Eglintoun, William Earle of Glencairne, John Earle

of Cassils, James Earle of Home, James Earle of TuUibairdihe, Francis Earle of

Bukcleuch, John Earle of Lawderdaill, William Earle of Lothian, James Earle of

Finlatour, William Earle of Lanerk, James Earle of Callendar, Archibald Lord
Angus, George Lord Brichen, John Lord Yester, John Lord Balmerino, James Lord
Cowper, John Lord Barganie, Sir Archibald Johnstoun of Waristoun, Sir John
Hope of Craighall, Arthur Areskine of Scotiscraig, Alexander Eraser of Phillorth,

Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun, James Mackdougal of Garthland, Sir William Cock-

burne of Langton, Sir Andrew Ker of Greinheid, Sir Hugh Campbell of Cesnock,

Sir James Levingstoun of Kilsyth, Sir Thomas Ruthven of Freeland, Sir Gilbert

Ramsay of Balmayne, John Henderson of Fordell, Walter Dundas, younger of that

Ilk, Sir William Scot, younger of Harden, Sir Lodovick Gordoun, Master George

Winrhame of Libertoun, Alexander Levingstoun of Saltcoats, John Brisbane of

Bishoptoun, Sir Robert Douglas of Tilliquhillie, James Pringle of Torwoodlie, Sir

James Nicolsone of Coldbrandspath, William Ker of Newtoun, Wilham Forbes,

younger of Lesly, John Kennedy of Carmucks, Robert Arbuthnot of Findowrie,

Alexander Brodie of Letham, Master Robert Name, younger of Strathurd, Master

James Schoneir of Caskeberrie, James Ruchheid, Lawrence Hendersone, James

Stewart, David Douglas, John Jaffray, George Porterfield, John Semple, John Ken-
nedy, William Glendinning, Master John Cowan, John Mill, Elders; giving unto

them full power and commission to doe all and every thing for prosecuting, ad-

vancing, perfecting, and bringing the said work of uniformity in religion in all his

Majestie's dominions to a happy conclusion, conform to the former Commissions

granted by preceding Assemblies thereanent: And to that effect, appoints them, or

any seventeen of them, whereof thirteen shall be ministers, to meet here in this I

city, in the afternoon at four hours, and thereafter upon the last Wednesdayes of
|

November, February, and May next, and upon any other day, and in any other
'

place, they shall think fit. Renewing also to the persons before named the power

Itel
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contained in the Act of the Assembly, 1643, intituled, " A Reference to the Commis-
sion anent the Persons designed to repaire to the Kingdome of England ;" as like-

wise the power contained in the Act of Assemblie, 1644, Sess. 6, "For sending Mini-

sters to the Armie." And further, in case delinquents have no constant residence in

any one Presbyterie, or if Presbyteries be negligent or overawed, in these cases the

Assemblie gives to the persons before named full power of censuring complyers and
persons disaffected to the Covenant, according to the Acts of Assemblie ; declaring

always and providing," that ministers shall not be deposed but in one of the quar-

terly meetings of this Commission, with full power to them to treat and determine

in the matters aforesaid, and in all other matters referred unto them by this Assem-
blie, as fully and freely as if the same were here particularly expressed, and with as

ample power as any Commission of any former Generall Assemblies hath had or

been in use of before, they being alwayes for their whole proceedings countable to

and censurable by the next Generall Assembly.

Desires and Overturesfrom the Commissioners of Universities, and the

Axsemhlies Answer thereto.

I. The (Commissioners of Universities represents to the Assembly, First, That the

Overtures of the Assembly, 1643, for the visitation of schools, and the advancement

of learning, are very much neglected.

The Assembly recommends to Synods to take account of the observation of

these Overtures.

II. That it were good to exhort all the Universities to be careful to take account

of all their schollers on the Sabbath-day of the sermons, and of their lessons of the

Catechisme.

The Assembly approves this Overture, and recommends accordingly.

III. That all the Universities be exhorted to send their commissioners instructed

with answers to the Overtures agreed upon by the commissioners of Universities,

and which from this meeting of their commissioners, shall be communicate to them,

and this to be, when their commissioners come in Februar or March to the com-
mission of the Kirk.

' The Assemblie recommends to Universities to be carefull hereof.

IV. That the Overtures concerning the providing of Bursars for Divinity be re-

commended to Presbyteries and Synods, and that they report their diligence to the

next Assembly.

The Assembly allowes this Article, and recommends accordingly.

Sess. UJt, September 1, 1647.— The Asscmblie's Letter to their Countreymen in

Poleland, Swedland, Denmarhe, and Hungarie.

Unto the Scots Merchants and others, our countrey people scattered in Poleland,

Swedland, Denmark, and Hungary, The General Assembly of the Kirk of

Scotland wisheth grace, mercy, and! peace, from God our Father, and from
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Althouch this Kirk of Scotland, whiles spoiled of her liberties under the Prelatical

tyrannic, had much difficultie and wrestling to preserve the true reformed rehgion

from being quite extinguished among ourselves ; yet, since the mighty and out-

stretched arme of the Lord our God hath brought us out of that Egypt, and hath re-

stored to us well constituted and free national Synods, it hath been our desire and
endeavour to set foi-ward the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the ])urity of

his ordinances, not only throughout this nation, but in other parts also, so far as God
gave us a call and opportunity, and opened a way unto us. And among other things

of this nature, we have more particularly taken into our serious thoughts the sad and
lamentable condition of many thousands of you our countrymen, who are scattered

abroad, as slieepe having no shepherd, and are, through the want of the meanes of
knowledge, grace, and salvation, exposed to the greatest spirituall dangers, whether
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through ignorance, or through manifold tentations, to errors and false religions, or

through the occasions and snares of sinne.

We have therefore thought it incumbent to us to put you in minde of the one

thing necessary, while you are so carefuU and troubled about the things of the world

;

and although we do not disallow your going abroad to follow any lawfuU calling or

way of livelyhood, yet, seeing it cannot " profit a man, although he should gain the

whole world and lose his own soul ;" and seeing you have travelled so farre, and taken

so much pains to get uncertain riches, which cannot deliver in the day of the wrath

of the Lord, and which men know not who shall inherit ; we doe, from our affection

to the salvation of your immortall souls, most earnestly beseech and warn you to cry

after knowledge, and lift up your voyce for understanding, seeking her as silver, and

searching for her as for hid treasures, and so j)lay the wise merchants, in purchasing

the pearl of price, and in laying up a sure foundation for the time to come, by ac-

quainting your souls with Jesus Christ, and by faith taking hold of him whose free grace

is now offered and held out to sinners, excluding none among all the kindreds of the

earth who will come unto him. God forbid, that you should let slip the time and

offers of grace, or neglect any warning of this kinde sent to you in the name of the

Lord. We shall hope better things of you ; and that knowing the acceptable time

and the day of salvation will not alwayes last, but the Lord Jesus is to be revealed

from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that

know not God and obey not the Gospel, you will the rather bcstirre yourselves timely,

and with all dihgence to seek the Lord while he may be found—to endeavour that

you may have among you the ordinary means of grace and salvation—to pray that

God would give you pastors according to his heart, who shall feede you with know-

ledge and understanding—to consult also and agree among yourselves, with consent of

your superiors, under whom you live, (whose favour and good will, we trust, will not

be wanting to you in so good and necessary a work,) for setting up the worship of

God and ecclesiasticall discipline among you, according to the form established and

received in this your mother Kirk, and for a way of settled maintenance to pastors

and teachers ; which if you do, our commissioners, appointed to meet from time to

time, in the intervall betwixt this and the next Nationall Assembly, will be ready

(upon your desire made known to them) to provide some able and godly ministers

for you, as likewise to communicate to you our Directory for the Publike Worship

of God, and our Form of Ecclesiastical Government and Discipline, together with

the Confession of Faith and Catechisme.

And, in the meane time, we exhort you that ye neglect not the worship of God in

secret and in your families, and that ye continue stedfast in the profession of that

faith in which ye were baptised, and by a godly, righteous, and sober conversation

adorn the Gospel ; and with all, that distance of place make you not the lesse sensible

of your countrie's sufferings, both in respect of the just judgements of God for the

sinnes of the land, and in respect of the malice of enemies for the common cause and

Covenant of the three kingdoms, of which happie conjunction, notwithstanding we

do not repent us, but by the grace of God shall continue faithful and steadfast

therein.

This letter we have thought fit to be printed and published, that it may be with

the greater ease and conveniency conveyed to the many several places of your habi-

tation or traffique. Consider what we have said, and the Lord give you understand-

ing in all things. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

Subscribed, in name of the Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland,

Mr Robert Douglasse, Moderator.

Edinburgh, August 31, 1647.

Act concerning the Hundred and Eleven Propositions therein mentioned.

Being tender of so great an engagement by Solemn Covenant, sincerely, really, and

constantly to endeavour, in our place and callings, the preservation of the Reformed



1647. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 165

religion in this Kirk of Scotland, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and government

—

the reformation of religion in the kingdomes of England and Ireland in doctrine, wor-

ship, discipline, and government, according to the Word of God and the example ofthe

best reformed Kirks—and to endeavour the nearest conjunction and uniformity in all

these, together with the extirpation of heresie, schisme, and whatsoever shall be found

contrary to sound doctrine ; and, considering withall, that one of the speciall meanes
which it becometh us in our places and callings to use in pursuance of these ends, is, in

zeal for the true Reformed religion, to give our publike testimony against the dangerous

tenets of Erastianisme, Independencie, and which is falsely called Liberty of Con-
science, which are not only contrary to sound doctrine, but more speciall lets and
hinderance, as well to the preservation of our own received doctrine, worship, disci-

pline, and government, as to the work of reformation and uniformity in England
and Ireland. The Generall Assembly, upon these considerations, having heard pub-

likely read the 111 following Propositions,* exhibited and tendered by some brethren

who were appointed to prepare articles or propositions for the vindication of the

truth in these particulars, Doth unanimously approve and agree unto these eight

general! Heads of Doctrine therein contained and asserted, viz. I. That the Mini-

stery ofthe Word and theAdministration of the Sacraments of the New Testament, Bap-
tisme and the Lord's Supper, are standing Ordinances instituted by God himself, to

continue in the Church to the end of the world. 2. That such as administer the

Word and Sacraments ought to be duly called and ordained thereunto. 3. That
some Ecclesiasticall Censures are proper and peculiar to be inflicted only upon such

as bear office in the Kirk ; other censures are common, and may be inflicted both on
Ministers and other Members of the Kirk. 4. That the censure of Suspension from

the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, inflicted because of grosse ignorance, or because

of a scandalous life and conversation, as likewise the censure of excommunication, or

casting out of the Kirk flagitious or contumacious offenders, both the one censure and
the other is warrantable by, and grounded upon, the Word of God, and is necessary

(in respect of divine institution) to be in the Kirk. 5. That as the rights, power,

and authority of the Civill Magistrate are to be maintained according to the Word of

God, and the Confessions of the Faith of the Reformed Kirks ; so it is no lesse true

and certaine that Jesus Christ, the only Head and only King of the Kirk, hath

instituted and appointed a Kirk Government distinct from the Civill Government or

-Magistracie. 6. That the Ecclesiastical Government is committed and intrusted by
Christ to the Assemblies of the Kirk, made up of the Ministers of the Word and
Ruling Elders. 7. That the lesser and inferiour Ecclesiasticall Assemblies ought to

be subordinate and subject unto the greater andsuperiour Assemblies. 8. That not-

withstanding hereof, the Civill Magistrate may and ought to suppresse, by corporall or

civill punishments, such as, by spreading errour or heresie, or by fomenting schisme,

greatly dishonour God, dangerously hurt religion, and disturbe the peace of the

Kirk ; which Heads of Doctrine (howsoever opposed by the authors and fomenters

of the foresaid errours respectively) the Generall Assembly doth firmely beleeve, own,
maintaine, and commend unto others, as solide, true, orthodoxe, grounded upon the

^^ ord of God, consonant to the judgement both of the ancient and the best Reformed
kirks. And because this Assembly (through the multitude of other necessary and
pressing businesse) cannot now have so much leisure as to examine and consider

particularly the foresaid 111 Propositions : Therefore, a more particular examination

thereof is committed and referred to the Theologicall Faculties in the four Universi-

ties of this kingdome, and the judgement of each of these Faculties concerning the

same is appointed to be reported to the next Generall Assembly. In the meane
while, these Propositions shall be printed, both that copies thereof may be sent to

Presbyteries, and that it may be free for any that pleaseth to peruse them, and to

make known or send their judgement concerning the same to the said next As-
sembly.

Not that they are to be heer printed, but because they beiDg to be printed severally, this Act is to be

prefixed to theui.
I

I
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Desires and Overtures presentedfrom Presbyteries and Synods, icitk the Assemblie's

Ansioer thereunto.

It is humbly presented to the Assembly, that the children of many of the ordinary

beggars want baptisme, themselves also living in great vilenesse, and therefore desire

that some remedie may be provided for these abuses.

The Assembly doth seriously recommend to Presbyteries to consider of the

best remedies, and to report their opinions to the next Assembly.

That all students of philosophie at their entry, and at their lawreation, be holden

to subscribe the League and Covenant, and be urged thereto ; and all other persons

as they come to age and discretion, before their first receiving the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper.

The Assembly approves this Overture.

Whereas divers ministers want manses and gleebs, and others have their gleeb so

divided in parcells, or lying so farre from their charge as the ministers are thereby

much prejudged ; we desire that this Gcnerall Assembly will recommend it to be

helped by the Parliament or Committee for Planting of Kirks, in the best manner that

their Lordships can advise.

Whereas divers kirks were incommodiously united in corrupt times, we desire that

the same be now dismembered and adjoyned to other kirks, or erected in kirks by
themselves alone, and when the present incumbents agrees thereto, we desire the

same to be recommended to the Parliament and Committee for Plantation of Kirks: pro-

vided alwayes, that the present ministers, who have laboured and indured the heat of

the day, may enjoy the benefit of such parcells as ai-e taken from them during their life.

The Assembly doth approve these two articles, and recommends to the Com-
missioners for Publike Affaires to assist any interested in the particulars for

prosecuting the same before the Honourable Estates of Parliament, or the

Commission appointed by them for Plantation of Kirks.

Recommendation to Presbyteries ajul Provincial Assemblies to consider and report on

Mutters formerly referred to them.

The General! Assembly doe yet againe recommend to Presbyteries and Provinciall

Assemblies to consider all matters formerly referred unto them by preceding Assem-

blies, and desires that their opinions concerning the same be reported in writ to the

next Generall Assembly.

It is this day appointed that the next Generall Assembly shall meet at Edinburgh,

the second Wednesday of July, 1648.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, CONVEENED
AT EDINBURGH, JULY 12, 1648.

Sess. 1, July 12, 1648, post meridiem.— The Letterfrom the Synod of Divines in

England to the Generall Assembly.

Right Honourable, Right Reverend, and dearly beloved Brethren in

Jesus Christ,

As we have great cause to blesse God for the brotherly union of these two nations

in the common cause of religion and liberty, and for that good hand of blessing which

hath accompanied the joynt endeavours of both in the prosecution thereof; so we

cannot but be sadly and deeply sensible of those many obstructions and difficulties

wherewith God, in his wisdom, hath seen good to exercise his servants in both king-

doms in the carrying on of that work wherein they stand so much engaged. Herein



1648. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 167

he hath clearly manifested his own power, wisdom, and goodnesse, for our encourage-

ment to trust him iu the managing of his own work, and our utter inability to effect

it of our selves ; thereby to train us up to a more humble and faithfuU dependency
upon him to do all, when we by our own wisdom and strength can do nothing. Our
perplexities, we must confesse, are and have been many ; and yet in the midst of them
all we cannot but thankfully acknowledge it as a token for good, and that which hath

been, and still is, a great comfort and refreshing to our hearts, that God hath given you
wisdom timely to foresee approaching dangers, but especially to behold, as the sted-

fastnesse of your faith, in that both formerly you have been and at present are able to

trust God in straits, and to appear for him in greatest dangers, so your eminent
faithfulnesse and integrity, in your firm adhering to your first principles, and chiefly

in your constancy and zeal for the preservation and prosecution of the Solemn
League and Covenant, so religiously engaged in by both kingdoms ; in your vigorous

pursuance whereof, with much thankfulnesse to God, we are very sensible, more par-

ticularly of your steering so steady and even a course between the dangerous rocks

of prophanesse and Malignancie on the one hand, and of errour, schisme, heresie, and
blasphemy on the other hand ; as also of your constant desires and endeavours to pre-

serve the peace and union between the two nations, so nearly and so many wayes
united. In all which we humbly acknowledge the mercy and faithfulnesse of God,
in guiding you so graciously hitherto ; and through his assistance we shall still be

ready to afford you the best help and incouragement of our prayers and praises to

God on your behalf; having this confidence, that he who hath already vouchsafed

you and us so many blessed pledges of his favour, will, in his own time and way,
accomplish his own work, which so much concerneth his own glory and his people's

good. To his most gracious protection and guidance in these doubtful! and danger-
ous times we humbly commend you and all your holy endeavours, and rest.

Subscribed in the name, and by the appointment of the whole Assembly, by us,

Charles Herle, Prolocutor.

William Gouge, Assessor.

Henry Robrough, Scriha.

Adoniram Byfield, Scriba.

Westminster, June 7, 1648.

Direct.—To the Right Honourable, Right Reverend, the Generall Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, or their Commissioners.

Sess. 4, July 15, 1648, ante meridiem.—Act concerning Commissionsfrom Burghs.

It is resolved by the Generall Assembly, untill the matter concerning commissioners

from burghs be further thought upon, that, in the mean time, according to the ordinary

practise, no commission to the Generall Assembly be admitted from burghs, but such

as shall be consented to and approven by the ministry and sessions thereof, the per-

sons elected being always elders.

I

Sess. 6, July 18, 1648, ante meridiem.—Act concerning the Examining of the Proceed-

ings of the Commissioners of Assemblies.

The Genei-all Assembly renews and revives the Act of the Assembly holden at

Bruntiland, anno 1601, concerning the examination of the proceedings of the Com-
mission of the Generall Assembly, tenour whereof follows: "Tlie Assembly hath ordain-

ed, that in every Assembly to be conveened in all time coming, such as shall happen to

be appointed commissioners from the Generall Assembly, to endure whill the Assem-
bly next thereafter, shall give an account of their proceedings during the whole time
of their commission in the beginning of the Assembly, before any other cause or mat-
ter be handled, and their proceedings to be allowed or disallowed as the Assembly
shall think expedient."
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Sess. 7, Juli/ 18, 1648, post meridiem.—Approbation of the Proceedings of the

Commission of the preceding Assembly.

The Gencrall Assembly, having examined the proceedings of the commission of

the preceding Assembly, especially their declarations, remonstrances, representations,

petitions, vindication, and other papers, relating to the present Engagement in war,

do unanimously finde, that in all their proceedings they have been zealous, diligent,

and faithfull, in discharge of the trust committed to them ; and, therefore, ratifie and

approve the whole proceedings, acts, and conclusions, of the said commission ; and

particularly their papers relating to the said Engagement, and their judgement of the

unlawfulnesse thereof; appointing Mr John Moncrieif, Moderator, pro tempore, to re-

turn them hearty thanks, in name of the Assembly, for their great pains, travells, and

fidelity, in matters of so great concernment to the cause of God and to this Kirk,

amidst so great and many difficulties.

Sess. 10, July 20, 1648, post meridiem.—Approbation of the Larger Catechisme.

The Generall Assembly, having exactly examined and seriously considered the

Larger Catechisme agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines sitting at Westminster, with

assistance of Commissioners from this Kirk, copies thereof being printed and sent to

Presbyteries for the more exact tryall thereof, and publick intimation being frequently

made in this Assembly, that every one that had any doubts or objections upon it

might put them in ; do finde, upon due examination thereof, that the said Catechisme

is agreeable to the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the received doctrine,

worship, discipline, and government of this Kirk, a necessary part of the intended

uniformity in religion, and a rich treasure for increasing knowledge among the

people of God ; and, therefore, the Assembly, as they blesse the Lord that so excellent

a Catechisme is prepared, so they approve the same as a part of uniformity ; agreeing,

for their part, that it be a Common Catechisme for the three kingdoms, and a Directory

for catechising such as have made some proficiency in the knowledge of the grounds

of religion.

Sess. 11, Jtdy 21, 1648, ante meridiem.—Act against sudden admitting Deposed Ministers

to particular Congregations.

The Generall Assembly, considering the danger of sudden receiving of deposed

ministers at this time when Malignancy is likely to spread ; therefore, finding it neces-

sary, untill the ends of the Solemn League and Covenant be settled and secured, to

restrain the suddenness of admitting deposed ministers to particular charges, do ordain

that notwithstanding any license to be granted for opening the mouths of deposed

ministers, yet they shall not be actually admitted to any particular congregations with-

out consent of the Generall Assembly ; declaring, for such as have already their mouths
opened before the time, that if any calling to a particular charge offer unto them before

the next Assembly, it shall be sufficient for them to have the consent of the commis-

sioners of this Generall Assembly.

Sess. 14, July 25, 1648, ante meridiem.— TTie Assemblie's Answer to the Paper sent

from the Committee of Estates of the 2Ath July.

The Generall Assembly, having considered the paper of the 24th July, delivered to

them from the Conference, and having compared it with the other paper of the 17th of

July, presented from the Honourable Committee of Estates whereunto it relates, and
v(dth the declaration lately emitted by the Committee to the Parliament and kingdom
of England, finde that it is supposed by their Lordships that we may be satisfied in

point of the security of religion according to the Covenant, notwithstanding of the

present Engagement in war ; the Assembly do, therefore, in answer to the said paper,

declare,

—

That we see no possibility of securing religion, as long as this unlawfull Engage-
ment is carried on, religion being thereby greatly endangered.

I
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1. Because none of the just and necessary desires of the commission of the late

General Assembly for securing religion have been granted or satisfied. More particu-

larly, it was represented to the High and Honourable Court of Parliament, that for

securing of religion it was necessary that the Popish, Prelaticall, and Malignant party

be declared enemies to the cause, upon the one hand, as well as sectaries upon the

other, and that all associations, either in forces or councels, with the former as well as

the latter, be avoided. That his Majesty's concessions and offers concerning religion,

sent home from the Isle of Wight, be declared by the Parliament to be unsatisfactory

;

—that before his Majesty's restitution to the exercise of his royall power, assurance

be had from his Majesty, by his solemn oath, under his hand and seal, for settling

religion according to the Covenant;—that their Lordships should keep themselves from

owning any quarrel concerning his Majesty's negative voice ;—that the managing of the

publike affairs might be entrusted only to such persons as have given constant proof

of their integrity, and against whom there is no just cause of exception or jealousie,

and that there might be no engagement without a solemn oath, wherein the Kirk

ought to have the same interest they had in the Solemn League and Covenant ; all

which are more particularly expressed in the papers given in by the commission of

the late Assembly to the Parliament, notwithstanding the Engagement hath been

carried on without satisfaction to these and the like desires, and so without giving

security in the point of religion, but with great and manifest danger to the same.

2. As the happy union of the kingdoms, by the Solemn League and Covenant,

hath been justly looked upon as a speciall means for preserving and strengthening the

true Reformed religion in this island, so it is no lesse weakened and hurt by endea-

vouring a breach between these kingdoms; which, howsoever disclaimed, is yet mani-

fest, from the reality of the publike proceedings in this Engagement, and namely, from

the neglect of endeavouring a treaty between the kingdoms for preventing of war and
bloodshed, as was earnestly desired—from their associating and joyning with known
Malignants and incendiaries, and such as have been declared enemies to this cause

—

from their entring the kingdom of England with an army, upon the grounds of the

declaration of the Parliament, which cannot but infer a nationall quarrel against the

Parliament and kingdom of England—and from their garrisoning the frontire towns of

that kingdom.

3. The Engagement is carried on by such means and ways as tend to the destroy-

ing of religion, by ensnaring and forcing the consciences of the people of God with

unlawfull bands and oathes, and oppressing the persons and estates of such as have

been most active and zealous for religion and the Covenant. All which is strength-

ened and authorized by acts of Parliament, appointing that all that do not obey, or

perswade others not to obey, the resolutions of Parliament and committee, anent this

Engagement, or who shall not subscribe the act and declaration of the 10th June 1648,

imposed upon all the subjects, shall be holden as enemies to the cause and to religion,

and have their persons secured, and their estates intromitted with.

4. The Engagement is carried on, not without great encroachments upon the liber-

ties of the Kirk, as we are ready to clear in many particulars.

Wherefore, the security of religion, and carrying on of the present Engagement
being inconsistent, we do propose, for the necessary security and safety of religion,

that all the dangers thereof may be taken to consideration, and amongst the rest the

said Engagement, as one of the greatest, which yet being established and authorized by
act of Parliament, we leave it to their Lordships to think of what remedies may be

provided for redressing grievances which flow from such acts and ordinances. This

we are sure of, the publike desires of the Kirk will abundantly witnesse for us that

such things as were necessary for the security of religion were in due season repre-

sented, and yet not granted by them that had greater power and authority at that

time, when it was much more easie to give satisfaction therein then now ; so that the

blame cannot lye upon the Generall Assembly or their commissioners, that religion

is not secured.
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Sess. 18, Jul)/ 28, l(i4S, n7ite meridiem.—Act and Declaration against the Act ofPar-
liament and Committee ofEstates, ordained to 1)k subscribed the lOth and 12 th of Jtinc,

and against all neio Oathes or Bands in the common Cause, imposed without consent

of the Church.

The Geneiall Assembly, taking to consideration a Declaration and Act of Parlia-

ment, of the date 10th of June 1648, highly concerning religion and the consciences

of the people of God in the land, and one act of the Committee of Estates, of the

date 12th of June 1648, both published in print, whereby all subjects are ordained

by subscription to acknowledge as just, and oblige themselves to adhere unto the said

Act and Declaration, containing an obligation upon their honours and credits ; and,

as they desire to be, and to be holden as lovers of their country, religion, laws, and
liberties, to joyn and concur with their persons and estates in the assistance of the

execution and observation of the Acts and Constitutions of this Parliament, as the

most fit and necessary remedies of the bygone and present evils and distractions of

this Kirk and kingdom, and tor the preservation of religion, laws, and liberties, and
of his Majestie's authoritie ; with certification, that such as refuse or delay to subscribe

the same shall be holden as enemies and opposites to the common cause, consisting

in the maintenance of the true Reformed religion, of the laws and liberties of the

kingdom, and of his Majestie's authority. Which subscription the Assembly cannot

otherwise look upon then as a snare for the people of God, to involve them in guilti-

nesse, and to draw them from their former principles and vows in the Solemn League
and Covenant ; for that subscription were an approving of some Acts of Parliament

which they have never yet seen nor known, they not being all published—were an

agreeing to Acts of Parliament highly concerning religion and the Covenant, made
not only without, but expressly against, the advise of the Kirk—were an acknow-

ledging of this present Engagement in war, in all the means and ways for promoving
the same, to be the most fit and necessary remedies of the bygone and present evils

;

whereas so many petitions to the Parliament, from committees of war, synods, pres-

byteries, and paroches, have made it appear that they are no way satisfied therewith

in point of conscience—were an ascribing of a power to the Parliament, to declare

these to be enemies to the true religion whom the Kirk hath not declared to be

such, but rather friends—were an approving of an act made for the restraining the

liberty of printing from the Kirk
;
yea, and of all the acts of the Committee of

Estates, to be made in time coming, till March 1650, which by Act of Parliament

are ordained to be obeyed—were an allowing of Acts for securing of the persons,

and intromitting with the estates, of such as themselves shall not obey, or perswade

others not to obey, resolutions concerning this Engagement, and for protecting per-

sons under Kirk censures ; and so an infringing and violating of the liberties and dis-

cipline of the Kirk, established by the laws of the land, and sworn to in the Nationall

Covenant to be defended, under the pains contained in the law of God. And in all

these, such as do subscribe do binde themselves, not only to active obedience in their

own persons, but to the urging of active obedience upon all others, and so draw upon
themselves all the guiltinesse and sad consequences of the present Engagement

;
yea,

such as are Members of Parliament, and have in the oath of Parliament sworn not to

vote or consent to any thing but what, to their best knowledge, is most expedient for

religion, kirk, and kingdom, and accordingly have reasoned against, and dissented from,

divers Acts of this Parhament. These, by the subscription of this act, cannot eschew the

danger of perjury, in obliging themselves to active obedience to these acts, which ac-

cording to their oath they did judge unlawfuU. Neither can the 38th Act of the Parlia-

ment, 1640, wherein such a kinde of band was enacted to be subscribed, be any prece-

dent or warrant for subscribing of this act ; for it plainly appears by the narrative of

that act omitted in this band, how great a difference there is between the condition of

affairs then and now. Then the King's Conmiissioner had left and discharged the sit-

ting of the Parliament—then the Parliament, for sitting, was declared traitors, and

armies in England and Ireland prepared against them—then not only the acts, but the

very authority ofParliament, was called in question—then Kirk and State were united in

the cause against the Malignant party—then nothing was determined in Parliament in

matters ofreligion without, much lesse against, the advice of the Kirk : but, beside that,
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it was not thought expedient by the State that that band should be pressed through

the kingdom. The case now not only differs from what was then, but is in many
things just contrary, as is evident to all who will compare the two together. And,
therefore, the Generall Assembly, professing all tender respect to the High and
Honourable Court of Parliament, and Committee of Estates, but finding a straiter

tye of God lying upon their consciences, that they be not found unfaithfull watch-

men, and betrayers of the souls of these committed to their charge, Do, unanimously,

declare the foresaid subscription to be unlawful! and sinfuU. And do warn, and in

the name of the Lord, charge all the members of this Kirk to forbear the sub-

scribing of the said Act and Declaration, much more the urging of the subscription

thereof, as they would not incur the wrath of God and the censures of the Kirk.

And, considering how necessary it is, that, according to the eighth desire of the Com-
missioners of the Assembly to the Parliament, the Kirk might have the same interest

in any new oathes in this cause as they had in the Solemn League and Covenant,

and what dangers of contradictory oathes, perjuries, and snares to men's consciences,

may fall out otherwise : therefore, they likewise enjoyn all the members of this Kirk
to forbear the swearing, subscribing, or pressing of any new oathes or bands in this

cause, without advise and concurrence of the Kirk, especially any negative oathes or

bands which may any way limit or restrain them in the duties whereunto they are

obliged by Nationall or Solemn League and Covenant ; and that with certification

as aforesaid. And such as have already pressed or subscribed the foresaid Act and
Declaration, the Generall Assembly doth hereby exhort them most earnestly in the

bowels of Christ, to repent of that their defection. And ordains that Presbyteries,

or in case of their negligence, or being overawed, the Provinciall Synods, or the

Commission of the Assembly, which of them shall first occur, and in case of the

Synod's negligence, that the said Commission be carefull to proceed against and cen-

sure the contraveeners of the act, according to the quality and degree of their of-

fences, as they will be ansvverable to the Generall Assembly ; and that, therefore,

this act be sent to Presbyteries to be published in the severall kirks of their bounds.

Sess. 19, Eodem die, post meridiem.—Approbation of the Shorter Catechisme.

The Generall Assembly, having seriously considered the Shorter Catechisme, agreed
upon by the Assembly of Divines sitting at Westminster, with assistance of Com-
missioners from this Kirk, doe finde, upon due examination thereof, that the said

Catechisme is agreeable to the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the received

doctrine, worship, discipline, and government of this Kirk ; and, therefore, approve the

said Shorter Catechisme, as a part of the intended uniformity, to be a Directory for

catechising such as are of weaker capacitie.

Act discharging a Little Catechisme, printed at Edinburgh, 1647.

The Generall Assembly, having found in a little Catechisme, printed at Edinburgh,

I

entituled, " The A. B. C. with the Catechisme : that is to say, an Instruction to be
Taught and Learned of Young Childi'en," very grosse errours in the point of Uni-
versal! Redemption, and in the number of the Sacraments ; therefore, doe discharge

I the venting or selling of the said Catechisme of the foresaid impression, or of what-

I
soever other impression the same be of, and all use thereof in schools or families; in-

]
hibiting also all printers to reprint the same, and recommends to Presbyteries to take

I
special! care that this act be obeyed.

\Sess. 21, Ult. July 1648, /ws^ meridiem.—A Declaration of the Generall Assemhlij, con-

cerning the present Dangers of Religion, and especialhj tlie unlawfull Engagement in

War against the Kingdom of England, together with many necessary Exhortations

and Directions to all the Members of the Kirk of Scotland.*

It cannot seem strange to any tliat considereth the great trust tliat lyeth on us,

• It appears from Baillie's Letters, that the following persons were named a committee to draw up the
above Declaration, viz., Messrs David Calderwood, Robert Row, John Smith, James Guthrie, John Llv-

SSton, John Maclelland. Robert Blair, and David Dickson Lil. 1843.
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comparing the same with the eminent dangers wherewith the cause of God is in-

vironed in this land, if at this time we declare our sense thereof, and warn the people

of God from this watch-tower of the present duties incumbent to them. Our witnesse

is in heaven, and our record on high, that we doe not this from any disrespect to the

Parliament, whom we have honoured and will ever honour, and also obey, in all things

which are agreeable to the Word of God, to our Solemn Covenants, and to the duties

of our callings—nor from any disloyalty or undutifulnesse to the King's Majesty, to

whom we heartily wish, and to his posterity after him, a happy reigne over these

dominions—nor from any factious disposition, or siding with this or that party what-
soever—nor from any contentious humour about light or small matters—nor from any
favour to or complyance with sectaries, against whose cursed opinions and ungodly
practises we have heretofore given ample testimony, and are still obliged by Solemn
Covenant to endeavour the extirpation ofheresie and schism ; but from the conscience

of our duty when the glory of God, the kingdom of his Son, his Word, ordi-

nances, government, covenant, ministery, consciences of people, peace and liber-

ties of the Kirk, are encompassed and almost overwhelmed, with great and growing
dangers.

How freely and faithfully the servants of God of old have rebuked sin in persons

of all ranks, not sparing kings, states, nor kingdoms, the Scripture maketh it most
plain to all that look thereon. Neither want we domestick examples, if we look back

a little upon the behaviour of our zealous ancestours in this Kirk, who not only ia

their sermons severally, with great gravity and freedom reproved the sins of the time,

but more especially in the Kirk judicatories, plain and downright dealing was most
frequent and familiar, as appears in the Assemblies holden in June and in October

1582, in October 1583, in May 1592, in May 1594, and in March 1595. And not

onlj' the General Assembly by themselves, but also by their commissioners, faithfully

and freely laboured to oppose all the steps of defection ; as at other times, so in the yeer

1596, wherein four or five severall times they gave most free admonitions to the

King, Parliament, and Councell, with a protestation at the last before God, that

they were free of their blood, and of whatsoeverjudgement should fall upon the realm
;

and that they durst not, for fear of committing high treason against Jesus Christ, the

only Monarch of his Kirk, abstain any longer from fighting against their proceed-

ings with the spirituall armour granted to them of God, and mighty in him for over-

throwing all these bulwarks set up against his kingdom : And in their declaration

then emitted to the kingdom, they shew that it was a main design to have the free-

dom ofthe Spirit of God, in the rebuke of sin, by the mouth of his servants, restrained;

and, therefore, they warne all pastours of their duty in applymg doctrine and free

preaching. Like as the Assembly, 24th March 1595-6, reckons up amongst the cor-

ruptions of the ministery, to be censured with deprivation if continued in, the not

applying their doctrine against the corruptions of the time, which was renewed in our

late Assembly at Glasgow, 1638. What hath been done since that Assembly is in

recent memory, and the papers to that purpose have been published in print, and are

in the hands of all. Therefore, being warranted by the Word of God, and encouraged

by the foremcntioned examples, as after exact examination we have approven the pro-

ceedings of the Commissioners of the last Generall Assembly, and specially their de-

clarations, desires, representations, remonstrances, supplications, vindication, and other

papers, relating to the present Engagement in war, wherein they have given goo(

proof of their fidelity, wisdom, and zeal, in the cause of God, so we finde our selves

necessitate to make known unto all the people of God in this nation our sense con-

cerning the dangers and duties of this present time.

The cry of the insolcncies of this present army, from almost all the parts of this

kingdom, hath been so great that it hath gone up to heaven, and if we should be silenl

we could not be reputed faithfull in the performance of our duty. We do acknoW'

ledge that it is incident unto all armies to be subject unto some disorders, and the

ministers of the kingdom have not been deficient in former times to represent the

same as they come unto their knowledge, calling for the redresse of them at theij

hands who had power; but the commissioners of this present Assembly from th«

severall provinces, have exhibited great variety' of abominable scandals, and hcinoiii
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impieties, and insolencies, committed by persons employed in this service, whereof we
think fitting here to give 3'ou a touch.

As if liberty had been ])roclaimed to the lusts of lewd men, these that have been
employed in ver}- many places of the land have used horrible extortion of moneys at

their pleasure, and beside the taking of victuals as they would for their own use, they

have in severall places wilfully destroyed the same, and have plundred many houses,

taking all away they could, and destroying what they could not carry away. In this

great oppression and spoil of goods, as the sufferers were many, so choise hath been
made of those who petitioned the High and Honourable Court of Parliament for

satisfaction to their consciences before the Engagement, or who were known to make
conscience of the worshij) of God in their families, on whom they might exercise their

raging wrath and unsatiable covetousncsse. Nor stayed their rage here ; but as though

the war had been against God, publick fasts have not only been neglected, but pro-

faned by riotous spending and making merry—divine worship hath been in many parts

disturbed—some ministers and peo])le impeded from coming together, others scattered

when they were met—some taken out of kirks in time of worship, others apprehended
at their coming out at the kirk dooi'S, and carryed away. Besides these, ministers in

])erforming the worship of God have been menaced, contradicted, not without blas-

phemous oathes ; yea, their persons in ])ulpit assaulted, not to speak of the spoiling of

their goods, taking, beating, carrying away their persons, and detaining them for a

time. And, finally, that which exceeds all the rest, and is more immediately and directly

against God, there hath also been many crucll mockings of his worship, and homd
blasphemies ; and it is not to be marvelled that such insolencies have been committed,

since there hath been admitted upon this service some Papists, some bloody Irish rebels,

some Non-Covenanters, and very many fugitives from Kirk discipline : finally, even
those who have been upon the late rebellion, and these not only common souldiers

but commanders, besides many voluntiers, who have no speciall command and trust.

Besides all these, the liberties of the Kirk have been grievously encroached upon,

—

1. By emitting Declarations from the Parliament and Committee of Estates, contain-

ing severall things highly concerning religion, without the advice or consent of the

Generall Assembly or their (.Commissioners, which was a ground of protestation to

divers Members of Parliament, who have been most zealous and active in the cause. 2.

The article of religion, as expressed in the Declaration of Parliament, hath in it many
dangerous expressions, which are particularly' instanced in the representation of the

Commissioners of the Generall Assembly ; and the same article of religion, in the late

Declaration of the Committee of Estates to England, is more unsatisfactory than the

former: like as in the said late Declaration there is a totall omission of some most
materiall things, pretended to in the Declaration of Parliament as satisfactory in point

of securing religion, viz., the clause concerning security to be had from his JMajest}',

by his solemn oath, under his hand and seal, that he shall, for himself and his succes-

sors, give his royall assent, and agree to such act or acts of Parliament and bills as

shall be presented to him by his Parliaments of both and either kingdoms respectively,

for enjoyniug Presbyteriall Government, Directory of Worship, and Confession of

Faith, in all his Majestie's dominions, and that his Majestic shall never make opposi-

tion to any of those, nor endeavour anv change thereof; also the clause against asso-

ciation with any that refuse to take the Covenant is omitted. From all which it may
appear in how great danger the liberties of the Kirk and even religion it self are left.

3. In the close of the Declaration of Parliament there is a new and unsound glossc

I
put upon the Covenant and Acts of the Generall Assembly, contrary to the sense of

the General Assembly itself, as is more fully expressed in the representation of the

i late Commission. 4. No redresse by the Parliament of certain injuries complained

I
of to their Lordships by the Commissioners of the preceding Generall Assembly.

i 5. Endeavours to weaken and frustrate Kirk censures, by making provisions for secur-

ing the stipends of such as shall be censured for their concurring in or preaching for this

I present Engagement. 6. A misrepresentation of the proceedings of the Commission
of the Generall Assembly, by the Parliament's liCtter, of May 11, to the severall Pres-

byteries, endeavouring to incense them against the Commission of the late Assembly,
I and to preoccupic their Commissioners to this Assembly. 7. Whereas, there were
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many petitions presented to the High and Honourable Court of Parhament, from the

Commissioners ofthe Generall Assembly, Synods, and Presbyteries, against the present

Engagement, as stated in the Parliament's Declaration ; yet, notwithstanding of the

said petitions, and notwithstanding of many free and frequent warnings given by
faithfnll ministers in their sermons—notwithstanding also, that it was not unknown
how much the generality of the well affected in the kingdom were unsatisfied in

their consciences with the grounds and way of the said Engagement, yet good people

are not only left unsatisfied in their and our desires, but compelled and forced

either to sin against their consciences, or to be under heavy pressures and bur-

dens. 8. Yea, in the late band, injoyned to be subscribed by all the subjects

of this kingdom, men are put to it to joyn and concur with their persons and estates

in the advancement, furtherance, and assistance of the execution, obedience, and
observation of the acts and constitutions of the late Parliament ; and, consequently, as

many as think the Engagement unlawful, shall binde themselves not only to obey for

their own part against their consciences, but to intbrce the same upon others who re-

fuse; and so, not only be oppressed, but turn oppressours of others. 9. This all the

subjects are required by the Act and Declaration of Parliament to subscribe, as

they desire to be holden true lovers of religion ; it being further affirmed in the said

Act and Declaration, that the Acts and Constitutions of the kite Parliament are the

most fit and necessary remedies for preservation of religion ; where the Parliament

assume to themselves, without the advice and consent of the Assemblies of the Kirk,

to judge and determine such things, wherein (if in any thing) the ecclesiastical As-
semblies have undoubtedly a speciall interest, viz., who are to be holden lovers of re-

ligion, and what are the most fit and necessary remedies for preservation of religion

:

yea, it is ordained by the fourth act of Parliament, 1646, that for preservation of re-

ligion, Generall Assemblies rightly constitute, as the proper and competent judge of

all matters ecclesiastical, be keeped J'early and oftner, pro re iiata. The Coronation

Oath doth also suppose the antecedent judgement of the Kirk, as the proper and com-
petent judge who are enemies to true religion, and who not ; for his Majesty obliged

himself by that oath, that he should be carefuU to root out all hcrcticks and enemies

to the true worship of God, who shall be convict by the true Kirk of God of the

aforesaid crimes. 10. The General Assembly and their commissioners are now de-

prived of their liberty of printing, confirmed and ratified by act of Parliament, there

being an inhibition to the contrary upon the printer, under the pain of death, by the

Committee of Estates.

Whereas the desires of the commissioners of the last Assembly, for the safety and
securit}' of religion, and the right manner of proceeding to war, together with the

supplications of Provinciall Assemblies and Presbyteries, all tending to the composing

of the present unhappy differences, and to the begetting of a right understanding,

have not produced the desired and wished for effect ; but, on the contrary, our just

grievances being still more and more hcightned, iniquity established by a law, and

that law put in execution, we cannot chuse but declare and give warning to all the

people of God in this land, concerning the sinfulnesse and unlawfulnesse of the pre-

sent Engagement, which may be demonstrate by many reasons, as, namely

—

1. The wars of God's people are called the wars of the Lord, Numb. xxi. 14;

2 Chron. xx. 15. And if our eating and drinking, much more our engaging in war,

must be for God, and for his glory, 1 Cor. x. .31. Whatsoever we do in word or deed,

we are commanded to do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, and so for his glory,

Col. iii. 17. The kingdom of God, and the righteousnesse thereof, is to be sought in

the first place, and before all other thhigs, Matth. vi. 33. It was the best flower and

garland, in the former expeditions of this nation, that they were for God and for reli-

gion principally and mainly. But if the principall end of this present Engagement
were for the glory of God, how comes it to passe, that not so much as one of the de-

sires of the Kirk, for the safety and security of religion in the said Engagement, is to

this day satisfied or granted ? but, on the contrary, such courses taken as are destruc-

tive to i-eligion. And if God's glory be intended, what meaneth the employing and

protecting in this army so many blasphemers, persecutors of piety, disturbers of divine

worship, and others guilty of notorious and crying sins? Again, how can it be pre-
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tended that the o;ood of religion is principally aimed at, when it is proposed and de-

clared, that the King's Majesty shall be brought to some of his honses in or near

London, with honour, freedom, and safety, before ever there be any security had

from him, or so much as any application made to him, for the good of rehgion ? What
is this but to postpone the honour of God, the liberties of the Gospel, the safety of

God's people to an humane interest, and to leave religion in a condition of uncer-

tainty, unsetlednesse and hazard, while it is strongly endeavoured to settle and make

sure somewhat else ?

2. Suppose the ends of this Engagement to be good, (which they are not,) yet the

meanes and ways of prosecution are unlawfull. because there is not aue equall avoiding

of rocks on both hands, but a joyning with Malignants tosuppresse Sectaries, ajoyn-

ing hands with a black devill to beat a white devil ; they ai-e bad physicians who would

so cure one disease as to breed another as evil, or worse. That there is in the present En-

gagement a confederacy and association in war with such of the English who, according

to the Solemn League and Covenant, and Declarations of both Kingdoms, 1643, can

be no otherwise looked upon but as Malignants and enemies of Reformation and the

cause of God, is now made so manifest before sun and moon, that we suppose none

will deny it ; and 'tis no lesse undeniable, that not only manj' known Malignants, but

diverse who joyned in the late rebellion within this kingdom, are employed, yea, put

into places of trust ; all which how contrary it is to the Word of God, no man can be

ignorant who will attentively search the Scriptures ; for we finde therein condemned
confederacies and associations with the enemies of true religion, whether Canaanites,

Exod. xxiii. 32, and xsxiv. 12, 1.5 ; Deut. vii. 2 ; or other heathens, 1 Kings si. 1, 2

;

such was Asa his covenant with Benhadad, 2 Chron. xvi. to ver. 10 ; Ahaz his con-

federacy with the King of Assyria, 2 Kings xvi. 7, 10 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. 16 to ver.

23 ; or whither the association was with wicked men of the seed of Abraham, as Je-

hoshaphat's with Achab, 2 Chron. xviii. 3, compared with chap. xix. 2 ; also his as-

sociation with Ahaziah, 2 Chron. xx. 35 ; and Amaziah's associating to himself one

hundred thousand of the Ten Tribes, when God was not with them, 2 Chron. xxv.

7, 8, 9, 10. The sin and danger of such associations may further appear from Isaiah

viii. 12, 15 ; Jer. ii. 18 ; Psal. cvi. 35 ; Hos. v. 13, and vii. 8, 1 1 ; 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15 ; and

if we should esteem God's enemies to be our enemies, and hate them with perfect

hatred, Psal. cxxxix. 21, how can we then joyn with them as confederates and asso-

ciates, especially in a cause where religion is so highly concerned ; and seeing they

have been formerly in actuall opposition to the same cause ?

3. We are commanded, if it be possible, and as much as lieth in us, to have peace

with all men, Rom. xii. 18 ; to seek peace and pursue it, Psal. xxxiv. 14. War and
bloodshed is the last remedy after all the ways and means of peace have been used

in vain. The intended war of the nine tribes and a half against the two tribes and
half was prevented by a message and treat}' of peace, Josh. xxii. The like means was

used by Jepthah (though not with the like success) for the preventing of war with

the Kino; of Ammon, Judo;, xi. The very h2;ht of nature hath taught heathens not

to make war till first all amicable wayes of preventing bloodshed were tried; yet this

war hath been driven on without observing any such method of proceeding, except

by a message, wherein not so much as one breach was represented. Yea, though

these two kingdoms are straith' united in Covenant, yet these who have iJarried on
this war did not only neglect to desire a treaty, but also slight an offer of a treaty

made from the Parliament of England upon the propositions of both kingdoms.

4. There are many clear and full testimonies of Scriptures against the breach and
violation of covenants, although but between man and man, Psal. Iv. 20 ; Rom. i. 31

;

2 Tim. iii. 3 ; especially where the name of God was interposed in covenants by any
of his people, Jer. xxxiv. 8, lU, 11, 18; Ezek. xvii. 18, 19. How much more the

.'iolation of a solemn covenant between God and his people. Lev. xxvi. 15,

i5; Deut. xvii. 2, and xxix. 21, 24, 25; Jer. xxii. 8, 9 ; 1 Kings xi.x. 10; Dan.
a. 32; Hos. vi. 7. If, therefore, the present Engagement be a breach of our Solemn
Le^ue and Covenant, then they who have before taken the Covenant, and have now
oyned in this Engagement, must grant by necessary and infallible consequence, either

hat the Covenant itself which they took was unlawful, and such as they cannot per-
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form without sin, (which yet tliey cannot prof'csse,) or otherwise that the Enp;agement
is unlawfuil and sinfull, as being a breach of covenant, and so contrary to the Word
of God. That the present Engagement is a breach of covenant, may appear by com-
paring it with each of the Articles, for it is against all the six Articles of the Covenant.

Against the first, because, instead of the preservation of the doctrine, worship, dis-

cipline, and government of this Kirk, there is not only a great quarrelling by those

that do engage, at the present doctrine and free preaching, a disturbing of and with-

drawing from the worship, and namely from the late solemn humiliation ; but also a
refusall of such things as were desired by the Commission of the late Assembly and
Provincial! Synods, as necessary to the preservation of the true Reformed religion

;

and we have just cause of fear that the reformation of religion, in doctrine, worship,

discipline, and government, is not intended to be sufficiently maintained and pre-

served, when we finde such a limitation and restriction in the late Declaration of the

Committee of Estates to the Parliament and kingdom of England, " That they will

maintain and preserve the reformation of religion, doctrine, worship, discipline, and
government, as is by the mercy of God, and his Majestie's goodnesse, established by
law among us ;" but as there is no such limitation in the Covenant, so we have not had
such proof of his Majesty's goodnesse, as to establish by law all that hath been by
the mercies of God enacted in Generall Assemblies. As to the rest of the first

article, concerning the reformation of England and Ireland and the uniformity, as

there was some hopefuU beginings thereof, and a good foundation laid during the

late war against the Popish, Prelaticall, and Malignant party, so the state and ground
of the war being now altered, and these chosen for confederates and associates in the

war who are known enemies to that reformation and uniformity, how can the Cove-
nant be keepcd iu that point as long as such a war is carried on ?

The second article is violated, because, instead of endeavouring to extirpate Popery
and superstition, without respect of persons, (as exprest in the Covenant,) there is in

the late Declaration of the Committee of Estates a desire of the Queen's return, with-

out any condition tending to the restraint of her masse or exercise of Popery. We do

also conceive there is a tacit condescending to the toleration of superstition and the

Book of Common Prayer in his INIajesty's family ; because, as it was reserved by him-

self in his concession, brought home by the Commissioners of this kingdom, so these

concessions were never plainly declared by the Parliament to be unsatisfactory to

their Lordships—howbeit it hath been often and earnestly desired. Neither can we
conceive how the clause concerning the extirpation of Prelacy can consist with en-

deavouring to bring his Majesty with honour, freedom, and safety, to one of his houses

in or about London, without any security had from him for the abolition of Prelacy,

it being his known principle, (and publickly declared by himself shortly after he went to

the Isle of Wight,) that he holds himself obliged in conscience, and by his Coronation

Oath, to maintain Archbishops, Bishops, &c. Can it be said that they are endeavour-

ing to extirpate Prelacy who, after such a declaration, would put in his Majesty's

hand an opportunity to restore it?

As for the third article, we cannot conceive how the preserving of the priviledges

of Parliament, and asserting the King's negative voice can consist ; and we are sor-

rowfull that, under the colour of the priviledges of Parliament, the liberties of the sub

jects are overthrown, and the persons and estates of such as have been best affected

to the cause and Covenant are exposed to most grievous injuries, crying oppressions.

And whereas the duty in preserving and defending his Majesty's person and autho-

rity is, by the third article of the Covenant, qualified with and subordinate unto the

preservation and defence of the true religion and liberties of the kingdoms; there is no

such qualification nor subordination observed in the present Engagement, but, on the

contrary, it is so carried on, as to make duties to God and reUgion conditional,

qualified, limited ; and duties to the King absolute and unlimited.

The fourth article of the Covenant is so foully broken, that they who were by that;

article declared enemies, incendiaries, Malignants, and therefore to be brought to con-

digne tryall and punishment, are now looked upon as friends and associates, and arC'

the men who get most favour and protection, and sundry of them employed in places;

of trust in the army and committees.
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For the fifth article, instead of endeavouring to preserve peace and union, a breach is

endeavoured between the kingdoms, not only by taking in and garrisoning their fron-

tier towns, but also entering the kingdom of England with an army, and joyning with

the common enemies of both kingdoms, notwithstanding of an offer of a treaty upon
the propositions of both kingdoms, made by the Parliament of England to the Parlia-

ment of this kingdom. And whether the way of this Engagement can consist with the

large treaty between the kingdoms, we shall wish the Honourable Committee of

Estates may yet take it into their serious second thoughts.

The sixth is also manifestly broken, for we are thereby obliged to assist and defend

all those that entered into this League and Covenant, in maintaining and pursuing

thereof, whereas the army now entered into England is to assist and defend many
who have not entered into that League and Covenant : And for those who took the

Covenant in that nation, and continue faithfull in it, what they may expect from this

army, may be collected not only from their carriage towards their brethren at home,
but also from that clause toward the close of the late Declaration of the Committee of

Estates—" And that we will do prejudice or use violence to none, (as far as we are able,)

but to such as oppose us, or such ends above mentioned." It cannot be unknown that

many of the English nation who are firm and faithfull to the Covenant, and Presby-

teriall government, do and will, according to their places and callings, oppose some of

those ends above mentioned in that Declaration ; as namely, the restoring both of

King and Queen without any condition or security first had from them ; and so by
that rule in the Declaration they must expect to be used as enemies, not as friends.

That sixth article is also broken by a departing from the first principles and resolu-

tions, and by dividing and withdrawing from those that adhere thereunto, which hath
been before cleared by the Commission of the late Generall Assembly in their declara-

tion in March, representation, and other papers, published in print.

5. We leave it to be seriously pondered by every one who is truly conscientious,

whether it be any ways credible or probable, or agreeable to Scripture rules, that the

generality of all that have been most faithfiill and cordiall to the Covenant and cause

of God should be deceived, deluded, and darkened in this businesse, and that they
who, for the most part, were enemies to the work of God in the beginning, and have
never brought forth fruits meet for repentance, should now finde out the will of God
more then his most faithfull sen'ants in the land. And who that fears God will believe

that Malignants are for the ends of the Covenant, and that they who are most instru-

mental! in this reformation are against the ends of the Covenant.

All which considered, as we could not, without involving our selves in the guilti-

nesse of so unlawful! an Engagement, yield to the desire for the army of ministers to

be sent by us to attend them ; so we do earnestly exhort, and in the name and au-

thority of Jesus Christ, charge and require all and every one of the members of this

reformed Kirk of Scotland

—

I. That they search narrowly into the sins which have procured so great judge-
ments and so sad an interruption of the work of God—that they examine themselves,

consider their wayes, be much in humiliation and prayer, study a reall and practicall

reformation—that they also mourn and sigh for the abominations of the land, and
Stand in the gap to turn away the wrath. Among all these fearfull sins, the violation of

the Solemn League and Covenant would not be forgotten, but seriously laid to heart, as

that which eminently provoketh the Lord, and procureth his judgements to be powred
forth not only upon persons and families, but also upon states and kingdoms. Cove-
nant- breakers, though in com.mon things, are reckoned by the Apostle in that catalogue

of the abominations of the Gentiles : But among the people of God, where his great

name is interposed, the breach of covenant even in meaner matters, such as the setting

'of servants at libertj', provoketh the Lord to say, " Behold I proclaim a liberty for

you (saith the Lord) to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine, and I will

give the men that hath transgressed my covenant ;'' and (not excepting, but expresly

mentioning princes) he addes, " I will give them into the hands of their enemies."
The history of the Gibeonites, who surreptitiously procured the covenant made to

spare them, and whom Saul some ages thereafter, in his zeal to the children of Israel

and Judah, sought to slay, as being cursed Canaanites, evidenceth with what ven-

I
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geance the Lord followeth covenant-breakers, whereofthere wants not in prophane his-

tory also, both forreign and domestick, examples. Therefore, let all the inhabitants of

the land, of whatsoever rank, seriously ponder how terrible judgements the violation

of a covenant so recently, so advisedly, so solemnly made, and in so weighty matters,

may draw on. if not timously prevented by speedy repentance.

II. That they so respect and honour authority, as that they be not the servants of

men, nor give obedience to the will and authority of rulers in any thing which may
not consist with the Word of God, but stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath

made them free, and obey God rather then men.

III. That they carefully avoid the dangerous rocks and snares of this time, where-

by so many are taken and broken.

Upon the one hand, the sowre leaven of Malignancy, where ever it enters, spoileth

and corrupteth the whole lump, postponing religion and the cause of God to humane
interest, what ever be pretended to the contrary, and obstructing the work of refor-

mation and propagation of religion, out of false respects and creature interest. As
this hath formerly abounded in the land, to the prejudice of the cause and work of

God, so of late it is revived, spreading with specious pretences of vindicating wrongs

done to his Majesty. We desire not to be mistaken, as if respect and love to his

Majesty were branded with the infamous mark of Malignancy ; but hereby we warn all

who would not come under this foul stain, not only in their speech and profession,

but really and in their whole carriage, not to prefer their own and the interest of any

creature whatsoever before the interest of Christ and religion. The characters of

these have been fully given in former declarations, specially in the declaration of the

Commissioners of the Generall Assembly in March last, which we hold as here re-

peated; only adding this, that they ordinarly traduce kirk judicatures, as medling

with civill affairs, which as it is no new calumny, but such as hath been cast upon

the servants of God in former times, so the whole course of proceedings doth mani-

festly confute the same.

Upon the other hand, sectarismc hath no lesse hindered the blessed and glorioua

work of reformation in our neighbour kingdom, against the venome whereof, lest it

approach and infect this Kirk, we have need to watch diligently, to avoid all the be-

ginnings and dangerous appearances thereof. The many faithfuU testimonies from

godly ministers in severall parts of England, against the vile errours and abomin-

able blasphemies abounding there, as they are to us matter of rejoycing before the

Lord ; so they ought to be looked on as warnings to all sorts of people, especially

that regard rehgion, to beware of Satan's snares, craftily set to catch their souls.

And because such gangreens creep insensibly, all that love the honour of God and

welfare of religion, would seriously consider the following points, both b}' way of

marks to discern, and meanes to escape the danger of this infection

—

1. Whosoever are misprisers of the blessed work of reformation established within

this land, and do not show themselves grieved for the impediments and obstructions

it hath met with in our neighbour kingdom, these are even on the brink of this pre-

cipice, ready to tumble down in this gulf whensoever occasion is offered ; all, there-

fore, that love the Lord Jesus would stir up their hearts, in the light and strength of

the Lord, highly to prize and thankfully to acknowledge what the right hand of the

Most High hath done among us, as also to thirst fervently after the advancing and

perfecting of the Lord's work among our neighbours.

2. Disrespect to the publick ministery and ordinances is a symptome of a dan-

gerous inclination to that disease ; and, therefore, as all Christ's ministers ought to

stir up themselves to walk as becometh their high and holy calling, lest they be

stumbling-blocks to the people of God ; so also all the people of God ought most

carefulK' to stir up themselves unto a precious estimation of the ordinances of God,

and highly to esteem the stewards thereof for their work's sake—a duty at all

times needfull, but now especially, when Sathan by all means endeavours the con-

trary.

3. Indifferency in points of religion, and pleading for toleration to themselves or

others, how far soever different among themselves, is not to be forgotten among
the characters of sectaries, and, therefore, ought the more carefully to be avoided

f
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and opposed by all who desire to hold fast the profession of their faith without waver-

ing.

4. They who are glorying in and seeking after new lights, or, under the pretext

of them, are self-conceited in singular opinions, or who affect new and strange ex-

pressions, are entring into the snare, " ready to be carried about with every winde of

doctrine." And, therefore, albeit we ought always, as disciples of the Lord, to set

our selves as in his sight, to be taught by his Spirit according to his Word, yet in

this time, so fertile of errours, it becometh all the lovers of truth to hold fast what
they have received, that no man take their crown.

5. Whosoever brings in any opinion or practise in this Kirk contrary to the Con-
fession of Faith, Directory of Worship, or Presbyterian Government, may be justly

esteemed to be opening the door to schisme and sects: And, therefore, all depravers

or misconstructers of the proceedings of kirk judicatories, especially the Generall

Assembly, would take heed least, by making a breach upon the walls of Jerusalem,

they make a patent way for sectaries to enter.

6. They who separate the Spirit from the Word, and pretend the Spirit, when
they have no ground or warrant from the Word, are already taken in an evil snare :

And, therefore, 'tis necessary to try the spirits, whether they are of God, for many
false prophets are gone out into the world ;

" if they speak not according to the

word, it is because there is no light in them."

Besides the former, these are also marks of a sectary : If any commend and re-

commend to others, or spread and divulge the erroneous books of sectaries, if any al-

low, avow, or use conventicles or private meetings foi'bidden by the Acts of the Ge-
nerall Assembly, 1641 and 1647, last past—if any be unwilling, and decline to

reckon sectaries among the enemies of the Covenant, from whom danger is to be ap-

prehended—and (though we disallow the abusing and idolizing of learning to the

patrocinie of errour, or prejudice of piety) if any contemn literature as needlesse at

best, if not also hurtfull to a minister.

When we thus expresse our selves for preventing the dangers of sects and schismes,

it is far from our intention to discourage any from the duties of piety and mutuall

edification, according to the directions of the last Assembly, published in print, and
seriously recommended by them, or to give any advantage to Malignants and pro-

phane persons, with whom it is frequent to cast upon all those who adhere to former
principles, and cannot approve the present Engagement, the odious nicknames of

Sectaries and Independents. For the better discovery of such prophane mockers,
we give these marks and characters : 1 . They do prophanely and tauntingly' abuse
the name of the Spirit, under that name deriding the work of grace and sanctifica-

tion. 2. They esteem and speak of exercises of conscience as fancies or fits of

melancholy. 3. They mock at family worship, and the means of mutuall edification

so much recommended by the last Assembly, in their directions. 4. They do usually

calumniate godly ministers, and professors who follow holinesse, wath the names of
Sectaries, or the like odious names, without any just cause. As we account all such
to be enemies to the practise and power of godlinesse, so we do exhort all the lovers

of truth to hold on in the way of holinesse, through good report and ill report,

being stedfast, immovable, alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as they know their labour is not in vain in the Lord.

IV. That they do not concur in nor any way assist this present Engagement, as

they would not partake in other men's sins, and so receive of their plagues ; but that,

by the grace and assistance of Christ, they stedfastly resolve to suffer the rod of the

I wicked, and the utmost which wicked men's malice can afflict them with, rather then
to put forth their hand to iniquity.

V. That they suffer not themselves to be abused with fair pretences and profes-

sions usuall in the mouths of those that carry on this designe, and often published
I in their papers, but remember that the foulest actions have not wanted specious pre-

tences; and if they who killed the Apostles did both pretend and intend to do
;
God good service, what marvell that they who engage against the Covenant pretend

I to engage for it. Neither is it to be forgotten, that after the first subscription of our
Nationall Covenant, these who had the chief hand in managing publick affairs, and
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had subscribed the Covenant, especially the Duke of Lenox, and Captain Jones,

then Earl of Arran, in the years 1581, 1582, 1583, 1584, when their designe was to

subvert both the doctrine and discipline of this Kirk, yet gave great assurances, by
promises and oaths, to the contrary. At the Assemblies 1598, 1599, 1600, it was
declared, with many vows and attestations by the King, statesmen, and these mini-

sters who were aspiring to Prelacy, that they intended no such thing as a change of

the government of the Kirk, or an introducing of Episcopacy, j'et they vFere really

doing what they disclaimed and professed not to do. And suppose that some who
have an active hand in carrying on the present publick affairs, have no design either

to destroy religion or utterly to sleight it
;
yet the way they are on, and work they

are about, as it is contrived, doth of itself, and in its own nature, tend to the en-

dangering, if not to the utter subversion of religion ; for it cannot be denyed, but

the very undertaking of this war sets the once suppressed Malignants on work
again, and successe therein puts them in a capacity to set up, according to their prin-

ciples, abolished and abjured corruptions, which will be the more hardly hindered,

considering his Majesty's propension, and professed resolution that way, especially

seeing his Majesty's concessions (though it hath been often desired) have never

been plainly declared unsatisfactory by the Parliament. And who in reason can

think that any more then his Majesty's concessions sent from the Isle of Wight
will be required of him, by them who thereupon have proceeded to this Engage-
ment. The King's negative voice, (asserted in the papers of the Commissioners of

this kingdom unto England, which are owned in the late Declaration to the Kingdom
of ELngland as the sense of this kingdom,) considered in relation to religion, makes
the danger yet the greater and more palpable, yea, may reach further to shake and

unsettle religion established in this land ; if to the premises this be added, which is

not only often declared but also demanded, that his Majesty be brought to one of

his houses in honour, freedom, and safet}', which may infer the admitting of his

Majesty to the free exercise of his royall power, before security had from him for

religion, or application made to him for the same, who sees not now what hazard re-

ligion nms, certainly greater then a good intention can salve ?

VI. That they do not mistake or misunderstand the nature of the true Reformed
religion, and of the government of Jesus Christ, as if thereby either the preroga-

tive of kings, priviledgcs of parliaments, or liberties of burghs, and other corpora-

tions, were any wayes hurt or weakened ; whereas indeed religion is the main pillar

and upholder of civill authority or magistracie, and it is the resisting, and not the

receiving, of the government of Christ, which hath overturned civill powers. If the

throne be established by righteousnesse, (as we arc plainly taught by the Word of

God,) then it is overthrowne by unrighteousnesse and inicjuity.

VII. That they beware of all things which may ensnare their consciences, as evil

councell, evil company, faFse informations, rash promises ; and especially that they be-

ware of taking any oathes, subscribing any bonds which may relate to the Covenant

and cause of God, unlesse such oaths or bonds be approved by the Generall Assembly

or their Commissioners for the Publique Affairs of the Kirk.

VIII. That they do not cast away their confidence nor sink into despair, because

of the present dangers and difficulties, but live by faith, wait for better times, and

continue stedfast, as seeing him who is invisible, firmly believing that such a course as

is not of God, but against him, will come to naught.

IX. To remember that as the violation of the Covenant by some in England doth

not set us free firom the observation thereof; and as no laws nor authority on earth

can al)solve us firom so solemn an obligation to the ]\Iost High God, (which not only

hath been professed by this Kirk, but in a petition of the city of London, and in pub-

lique testimonies of many of the ministery of England;) so we are not acquited and

assoiled from the obligation of our Solemn Covenant because of the troubles and

confusions of the times ; but that in the worst of times all those duties, whereunto by

Covenant we oblige ourselves, do still lie upon us ; for we have sworn, (and must per-

form it,) concerning that cause and Covenant wherein we solemnly engaged, " that

we shall all the dayes of our lives zealously and constantly continue therein, against

all opposition, and promove the same according to our power, against all lets and
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impediments whatsoever." And if against all lets and impediments whatsoever, then

the altering of the way of opposition, or of the kinde of impediments, doth not alter

the nature or tye of the Covenant, but we are obliged to all the duties therein con-

tained.

We do also exhort and charge, in Christ's name, the Prince of pastors, all the mi-
nisters within this Kirk, that in no wayes they be accessory to this sinful! Engagement,
but in all their conferences and reasoning, especially in their publick doctrine, they

declare themselves freely and faithfully, as they would eschew the wrath of God, due
for a violated Covenant, and as they would escape the censures of the Kirk ; and let

all Presbyteries be watchful within their bounds, and carefully, wisely, and zealously

to inflict ecclesiastick censures.

Finally, we exhort all civill judicatories, and every one intrusted with power to

manage the present affairs, that they would seriously remember the strict account they

are to give before the Judge of the quick and the dead—considering deeply how fear-

full a thing it is to oppresse the consciences of their brethren, either by pressing

them to act where they finde no satisfactory warrant, or l)y putting heavy pressures

upon them for not acting according to their injunctions ; and especially that they of-

fer not to insnare by new oaths or bonds those that make conscience of the great

oath of their Solemn Covenant, and hitherto have proven faithfuU and constant in

promoving joyntly all the ends thereof.

If this our faithfuU warning finde favourable acceptance, so that the grievous things

already enacted be no more prosecuted and pressed, we shall blcsse God, who reigns

in the kingdoms and councells of men ; but if it fall out otherwise, (as God forbid,)

we have liberate om" souls of the guiltinesse of this sinfuU way of Engagement, and of

all the miseries that shall ensue thereby upon this Kirk and kingdom ; and shall la-

ment before the Lord that our labours have not as yet had the desired successe. In

the mean time, we dare not cast away our confidence, but trusting in the name of

the Lord, and staying upon our God, shall, by his grace and assistance, continue sted-

fast in our Solemn Covenants, and iaithfuU in all the duties of our calling.

Scss. 22, August 1, 1648, atite meridiem Tlie Generall Assemhlie's Ansiver to the

Paper sentfrom the Honourable Committee of Estates, of the date July 28, 1648.

The Generall Assembly, having considered the paper of the 28 th of July, delivered

to them from the Honourable Committee of Estates, do finde that the first part thereof,

concerning the great ofl'ers made by the Parliament and Committee of Estates for

the security of religion, is no other but what was fully answered in our last paper of

the 25x].\ of July, delivered to their Lordships, wherein it was plainly demonstrate, by

theologicall reasons, (though their Lordships are pleased to call them politick,) that

the present Engagement is inconsistent with the safety and security of religion. Next,

whereas it is affirmed in their Lordships' paper that these grounds and reasons are

the same, which were fully answered before, we wish it had been instanced when and
where they were answered, for we know no such thing.

Another reflection upon that former paper of ours is thus expressed : " That the

Generall Assembly hath proceeded to such a declaration before they had, in an eccle-

siastick way, from clear testimonies out of the Word of God or convincing of our con-

sciences, demonstrate the unlawfulnesse of the undertaking ;
" where we can see no

reason why it should seem so very strange to the Honourable Committee, that the

Generall Assembly hath so proceeded to a declaration of their judgement concerning

his businesse ; for as it hath been no unusuall thing, but very ordinary, that approved

Synods, both Provinciall, National!, and Oecumenical!, have declared their judge-

nent, without publishing the particular grounds and reasons thereof from Scripture,

a work more proper for full tractates, then for synodicall decrees or cannons ;) so

f their Lordships had been pleased to attend (for many attended not) the late Par-

iament sermons, mainly intended for their Lordships' information, and had, with

nindes unprejudiced, hearkened thereunto, and searched into all the papers lately

)ublished in print by the commission of the last Assembly, they might have been, by

I
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the'blessing of God, convinced from the Word of God of the unlawfiillnesse of the

present Engagement.
There are three tilings which ma}' justly seem to lis more strange ; one is, that

the Declaration of Parliament having given assurance in this manner, " we are re-

solved not to engage in any war, before the necessity and lawfulnesse thereof be

cleared, so as all who are well-affected may be satisfied therewith ;" yet now they

have engaged in war without any such clearing of the necessity and lawfulnesse

thereof, or satisfaction given to the well-aifected.

Another is, that although there are so great professions and offers in the generall

to satisfie what can be desired for the security of religion, yet none of those particu-

lars desired by the late commission of the Kirk for the security of religion have been

granted. We shall here only give instance in one of those desires, which was,

that his Majesty's concessions and offers concerning religion, sent home from the Isle

of Wight, having been found by the said commission unsatisfactory and destructive

to the Covenant, might be by the Parliament declared unsatisfactory to their Lord-

ships.

In this great point, there hatli been no satisfaction given, only it was lightly

touched in one clause of the Parliament's Declaration, and so ambiguously expressed

as might suffer many interpretations ; and although this ambiguity was clearly laid

open by the commissioners of the last Generall Assembly in their representation, yet

to this day there hath been nothing published, neither by the Parliament nor Com-
mittee of Estates, to give any clearer satisfaction, by disclaiming those offers and con-

cessions as unsatisfactory to the Parliament ; so that this (if there were no more)

gives us great cause to apprehend that there is a greater mystery latent in that busi-

nesse then yet appeareth.

A third thing which seemeth strange to us is, that their I.,ordships' desire of argu-

ments from Scripture to prove the unlawfulnesse of this Engagement, was not pro-

pounded to the commissioners of the last Assembly, before the emitting of the Decla-

ration of Parliament, and before the levies, (when it had been most orderly and sea-nl

sonable,) but is now propounded after piiblick resolutions and declarations, yea, not»'

till those resolutions arc put in actuall execution.

However, seeing their Lordships do now desire proofs from Scripture for the un-

lawfulnesse of the Engagement

—

We answer, that as joyning and concun'ing in this Engagement is unlawfull to all

the well-affected in this kingdom, their consciences being altogether unsatisfied in the

lawfulnesse thereof; and as it is unlawfull in the manner of putting it in execution,

being accompanied with so many injuries, oppressions, and crying abominations, and

with so much persecution of piety ; so it is unlawfull in the own nature of it, and as

it is stated upon the grounds of the Declarations of Parliament and Committee of

Estates. And this unlawfulnesse of the Ensasement in itself we have demonstrate

in the declaration herewith communicate to their Lordsliips, unto which we remit

them for satisfaction in that point, and do not doubt but their Lordships may be con-

vinced thereby of the evill of their way, and that it is so far from being a pious and

necessary Engagement, (as their Lordships are pleased to call it,) that it is a most unlaw-

full and sinfull Engagement, to be repented ot and forsaken by all that have any hand

in it, as they desire to make their peace with God. And we heartily wish that then

Lordships' subsequent proceedings may be reall testimonies that their calling foii

Scripture proofs was from a reall desire to be informed and edified

As to their Lordships' other desire, of our demonstrating from the Word of God

that the Kirk hath interest in the undertakings and engagements in war, and whal

that interest is, we had thought this point to be without controversie in this kingdom

not only in respect of Kirk and State, their joyning and co-operating (each in their

proper sphere) in the former expeditions of this kingdom into England, but also be-

cause the very conferences which have been between committees of Kirk and State'

concerning this undertaking and Engagement, doth plainly suppose an interest of th<'

Kirk in such affairs.

If their Lordships mean any politick interest in such undertakings, we claim nc

such thing; if the meaning be of a spiritual! interest, and so far as concerneth thcJiji

Ik
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point of conscience, there can be no doubt thereof made by such as do, with David,

make the testimonies of the Lord their counsellers. Psalm cxix. 24 ; and consult with

God as he used to do in undertaking war. It is also to be remcmbred, that Joshua

and all the congregation of Israel were commanded to go out and in at the word of

Eliezer the Priest, who was to aske councell of the Lord for them, Numb, xxvii. 28.

Hath not the Word of God prescribed to the Christian magistrate the rules of a law-

full war ; and doth it not belong to particular ministers, much more to the Assemblies

of the Kirk, to declare the minde of God from Scripture for all sorts of duties, and

against all sorts of sins ? And if the present war be a case of conscience, and alledged

to be the most fit and necessary means for preservation of religion, who seeth not that

the Kirk hath an undoubted interest in resolving and determining such a case of con-

science from the Word of God ? This we shall only adde, that whereas in the Par-

liament's Letter to the Presbyteries three instances were adduced, by way of reflec-

tion upon the proceedings of the late commission, as medling with civill matters, in

which they had no interest, the commission did, in their printed vindication, so clear

from scripturall grounds their interest in such things, as their Lordships might have

been easily satisfied in that point. We shall here only mention one passage con-

taining a good and safe rule for such cases. The duties of the Second Table, as well as

of the First, as, namely, the duties between king and subject, parents and children,

husbands and wives, masters and servants ; and the like being contained in, and to be

taught and cleared from the Word of God, are in that respect, and so far as concern-

eth the point of conscience, a subject of ministeriall doctrine, and in difficult cases a

subject of cognizance and judgement to the Assemblies of the Kirk.

Sess. 23, Eodem die, post meridiem.—A Declaration and Exhortation of the General!

Assembly of the Church of Scotland to their Brethren ofEngland*

As the necessity of preserving a right understanding and mutuall confidence be-

twixt the churches of Christ in both kingdoms constrains us, so the good acceptance

and the suitable affections that the declaration of the last Generall Assembly met
with in England from the lovers of the Covenant and present reformation, together

\\i\\\ the many testimonies that have of late been given unto the truth in that land,

invites and incoUrages us to make known unto our brethren there our sense of the

present condition of publick affairs, so far as concerns religion and the point of

conscience.

The dispensation of God, in ruling of the nations, and in the revolutions of his pro-

vidence towards them, is full of wonder in all the earth ; and we, who live in this

island, have cause to look upon it with speciall observation in regard of that which
concerns our selves. For many generations these two kingdoms stood at odds, and
were the instruments of many sufferings and calamities one to another, untill at last

the Lord, having compassion upon both, did unite them under one king ; which great

and long desired blessing hath received such increase from our being united together

in one League and Covenant, as doth adde much to the good and happincssc of both

nations ; therefore is it to be looked upon by all the lovers of truth and peace in these

lands as a just ground of much thanksgiving and many praises unto God, even in the

day of our greatest calamity and affliction, what ever befall, as we know no cause why
we should forget so great a mercy or repent of so good a work.

But as the common enemies of these kingdoms studied by all means to keep them
from entring into that Covenant, so hath all their power and policy now, for five

years past, been imployed to bring it to nought. As soon as it had being, the Popish,

Prelaticall, and Malignant party, did bend all their forces against it ; and when, by
the mighty hand of God, they were scattered and brought to confusion, in their stead

.stood up in England a generation who have perverted the truth, and, by turning

aside into errour, have obstructed the work of reformation ; and, by forsaking of the

Covenant and forgetting of the oath of Go d, have brought a great reproach upon his

name, and made the enemy to blaspheme ; whose unthankfulnesse and unstedfast-

nesse, with the many provocations of these lands, hath provoked the Lord again to

* The Committee mentioned in the note at p. 171 were also appointed to draw up the above Declara-
tion. Mr James Guthrie appears to have been the individual who prepared the original draft. Ed. 1813.
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raise out of the dust the horn of MaUgnants, and to arm them with such power as is

terrible to his people, and threatens his work with ruine. And, albeit we acknow-
ledge our selves bound, and are still resolved to preserve and defend his Majesty's

person and authority in the preservation and defence of the true religion and liberties

of the kingdoms ; yet it is unto us matter of very great sorrow and grief that so many
in our land should so far joyn in Malignant designes, and that there should be found
amongst us who have undertaken, and are now putting in execution, an unlawful!

war for promoving their ends, and opposing and making void (so far as in them lies)

the ends of the Covenant ; neverthelesse, in this we cannot but rejoyce that they

went not without a witnesse and a warning disswading them to go.

And we desire our brethren of England to know, that as a very considerable num-
ber of the members of the Parliament did dissent from and protest against the proceed-

ings of the major part in reference to this Engagement, so all the particular Synods
and Presbyteries in this kingdom, excepting some few, who, by reason of their re-

motenesse and shortnesse of time, had not the opportunity, have most harmoniously

joyned with and seconded the desires of the commissioners of the Generall Assembly,

for preventing so unlawfull a war. And now the commissioners out of all the pro-

vinces eonveened in this National! Assembly, as after an exact examination they have

unanimously approved the proceedings of the commissioners of the former Assembly
against that Engagement, so have they emitted a declaration to all the people of

God in this land, shewing it to be contrary to God's Word and to the Solemn League
and Covenant. Neither have ministers only, by their preaching, and kirk judica-

tories, by their petitions and declarations, given testimony against it ; but many others

in this land also, by supplicating the High and Honourable Court of Parliament, for

satisfaction to their consciences thereanent ; and when it could not be obtained, many
have chosen rather to suft'er the spoiling of their goods with joy, then to sin against

God by complying with an evil course. And many of the officers of our former army,

who are of special! note for their good carriage and deserving in the cause of God,
have rather choosed to quit their charges then to joyn in it; nay, the well- affected,

both ministers and people, as they do bear testimony against it before men, so groan

under it before God. So that this character may justly be put upon it by all who
shall speak of it now or in after ages :—that as it is a foul breach of the Covenant,

under a pretence and profession of being for the ends of the Covenant, so, being car-

ried on against the consciences of the people, and contrary to the most harmonious

and universal! testimonies of many Presbyteries and Synods, that have been given

against it, it is a sinning with many witnesses. A paralell will hardly be found in

this or in any other land, wherein a publick sinful! course hath been carried on with so

high a hand, against the consciences of the people of God, and against so many warn-

ings of the servants of God, and general! opposition from the judicatories of the Kirk

;

which yet is the less to be woHdered at, because the greatest part of those who have

been most active in contriving and carrying on of the same were either once open

enemies, or alwavs secret underminers, or indifferent and neutral! in the cause of God.

But, whatsoever be the falling away of such, we shall desire and do expect that

our brethren in England, who continue faithfull, may rest confident of the generality

of all such of this kingdom as were at first active in .promoting the Covenant and

work of reformation, that they are also still faithfull in adhering thereunto, and walk-

ing after their former principles, do resolve to abide stedfast, and to hold fast the

bands of brotherhood and union between these kingdoms. Neither are we lesse con-

fident of the like resolutions and affections of our brethren in England. The many
testimonies which the truth and cause of Christ, the Covenant, and Presbytcriall

Government, have lately received from that cloud of witnesses of the ministery in

several! provinces and counties of that kingdom, after tlie example of the worthy

ministery of the city of London, against the errours of Independency, Anabaptism,

Antinomianism, Arminianism, Socinianism, Familism, Libertinism, Sceptism, Eras-

tianism, and other new and dangerous doctrines, spred and received amongst many in

that nation ; as they are unto us matter of great praise and hearty thanksgiving unto

God, so also an evidence of the stedfastness of many in England, and a token for

good, and a wide door of hope that the Lord will perfect his work, and bring forth

the headstone of his house in that land. It shall be the wisdom of each nation to
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keep the golden path of truth and righteoiisnesse, betwixt the crooked and corrupt

wayes of Mahgnants, upon the one hand, and Sectaries upon the other ; and for each

of the nations so to look upon another as to distinguish betwixt the prevalent part

and the better part, and betwixt friends and foes.

We conceive it to be high time for both nations to search and try their ways, and
turn again to the Lord, that he who hath wounded us may heal us, and he who hath

broken us may binde us up. The sin of both hath been the departing from the rule

of the Covenant, and that we did not trust God for the perfecting of his work, walk-

ing by the rule of piety, but took our selves to human policies, and endeavoured to

carry it on by carnall and worldly means. For as Scotland did too much connive at

and comply with Malignants, which is the immediate and neerest cause of all our

present troubles and distractions ; so England, neglecting to hold fast the truth, and to

submit themselves to the government of Jesus Christ, so clearly held forth by the

pious and learned Assembly of Divines, did connive at many abominable blasphe-

mies and errours, and, complying with Sectaries, gave way to their wicked toleration.

Neither is it the least part of the sin of both lands that they have more minded the

outward then the inward reformation, the erecting of the outward fabrick of God's
house, then the providing furniture for it, bj' advancing the power of the Gospel, that

his glory may be seen in his temple. Because of these things is there great wrath

from the Lord against these kingdoms, and his controversie shall be continued untill

we really turn away from our crooked paths. Therefore, as we wish that none of this

land may flatter themselves in their evill wayes, but repent and amend, so we de-

sire our brethren of England to consider what hath been the bitter fruits of their

slow progresse in and neglect of the work of reformation, and of their connivance at

and complying with Sectaries, and to do no more so, but that whatsoever is com-
manded by the God of heaven it be diligently done for the house of the God of

heaven.

We trust that the Parliament of England will be wise to remember and consider

the great mercies of God towards them, in delivering them from all their enemies, and
the manv opportunities put into their hands for advancing and establishing the work
of reformation ; for neglect whereof God hath now again threatened to lift up their

enemies above them, that he may once more prove what they will do for his name,
and for setling the order of his house. God forbid that they should run from one
extream to another, from compliance with Sectaries to compliance with Malignants,

and hearken to terms of an unsafe and sinfull peace. We cannot but abhor the pur-

poses of any who minde the subversion of monarchical government, which we heartily

wish to be preserved and continued in his Majesty's person and posterity ; and we do
no lesse dislike the practises of those who deal so hardly with his Majesty's person, ear-

nestly desiring that he were in the condition he was into by the advice of both kingdoms,
before he was taken away by a party of Sir Thomas Fairfax army ; nor are we against

the restoring of the lung to the exercise of his power in a right order and way. Yet,

considering what great expence of blood and pains these kingdoms have been at for

maintaining their just liberties, and bringing the work of reformation this length ; and
considering his Majesty's great aversnesse from setling reformation of religion, and
his adhering still to Episcopacy, we trust that security will be demanded and had
from his Majesty for religion, before he be brought to one of his houses in or neer
about London, with honour, freedom, and safety. And considering of what import-

ance the Solemn League and Covenant is unto all the interests of both kingdoms,
concerning their religion, liberties, and peace, to make an agreement without esta-

blishing of it, were not only to rob these nations of the blessings they have already

attained by it, but- to open a door to let in all the corruptions that have been formerly

in the Kirks of God in these lands, and all the abuses and usurpations that have been
in the civill government, and again to divide these two kingdoms that are now so

happily united and conjoyned ; and, therefore, as we wish that all misunderstandings
betwixt the nations, and betwixt the King and his people, may be removed, that there

may be a happy and lasting peace, so that there may be no agreement without esta-

blishing and enjoyning the Covenant in all these three kingdoms ; and that for this

end God would give wisdom to all that are intrusted in the managing of publick

2 A
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affairs, that they may seasonably discover, and carefully avoid, all snares which may
be laid either by Sectaries or Malignants, or both, under colour of a treaty of peace.

And we are confident, through the Lord, that all the obstructions and oppositions by
which his work has been retarded and interrupted in this island, shall not only be

taken out of the waj', but shall turn to the advantage and furtherance of it at last.

The only wise God can and will bring about his holy purposes by unlikely, yea, by
contrarj' means ; and God forbid that either our brethren of England or our selves

should give way to despondency of spirit, and cast away the hopes of that so much
prayed-for and so much wished-for reformation of religion, and uniformity in all the

parts thereof, according to the Covenant. And now it is our heart's desire and prayer

to God, that amidst the many trials and tentations of these times, none of the servants

of God and witnesses of Jesus Christ may be deserted or left to themselves, to com-
ply either with the Malignant party u[)on the one hand, or with Sectaries upon the'

other. Brethren, pray for us, and the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his

eternal glory, after that ye have suftcred a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen,

and settle you.

Sess. 24, August 2, 1648, ante meridiem,—Answer to the Letter of the Reverend Assembly

of Divines in England.

Right Honoiu'able, Right Reverend, and wcll-belovcd in our Lord,

We cease not to give thanks to the Father of our Lord Jesus, by whose strength

you keep the word of his patience now in these times, when many depart from the

faith, giving heed to seducing spirits ; as also, that he who hath founded Zion hath

been pleased, by our Covenant sworn to the Most High God, to lay the hopefull foun-

dation of a glorious work in these three kingdoms, to unite his people therein, as one

stick in the hand of the Lord.

We cannot but acknowledge, to the honour and glory of the Lord, wonderfull in

counsell and excellent in workuig, that he hath strongly united the spirits of all the

godly in this kingdom, and of his servants in the ministery, first, in the severall Pres-

byteries and Synods, and now in this nationall Assembly, in an unanimous and con-

stant adhering to our first principles, and the Solemn League and Covenant ; and,

particularly, in giving a testimony against the present unlawfull Engagement in war;
yet it seemeth good to the Lord, who hath his fire in Zion and furnace in Jerusalem,

for the purging of the vessels of his house, to sutt'er many adversaries to arise, with

violence to obstruct and stop this gi'eat and effcctuall door which the Lord hath

opened unto us. But we know that he openeth, and no man shultcth, and shutteth,

and no man openeth
; yea, he will cause them who say they are for the Covenant and

are not, but are enemies thereto, and do associate with Malignants and Sectaries, to

acknowledge that God hath loved us, and that his truth is in us and with us. And
now, dearly beloved, seeing the Lord hath kept you together so many years, when
the battel of the warriour hath been M'ith confused noise, and garments rolled in

IJood, the Lord also sitting as a refiner to purifie the sons of Levi, and blessing you
with unity and soundnesse in the faith, we are confident you will not cease to give a

publick testimony for Christ, both against sectaries apd all seducers, who prophecie

lies in the name of the Lord, and against Malignants and incendiaries, (the Prelatieall

and Popish faction,) who now again bestir themselves to hold up the rotten and totter-

ing throne of Antichrist, and are (whatever they pretend) the reall enemies of reforma-

tion ; as also, that as the embassadors of Jesus Christ, and his watchmen, you will

give seasonable warning to the Honourable Houses of Parliament, that now (after the

losse of the opportunity of so many years) they would, in iheir places, repair the

house of the Lord, that lyeth so long desolate, and promove the work of reformation

and uniformity according to the Covenant.

For if the Honourable Houses of Parliament had timely made use of that power
which God had put in their hands for suppressing of sectaries, and had taken a speedy

course for setling of Presbyteriall government, (a speciall and effcctuall means ap-

pointed by God to purge his Church from all scandals in doctrine and practise,) then

had not tlie insolencie of that party arisen to such a height, as to give occasion to the
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Malignants of both kingdoms to justifie and blesse themselves in their old opposition
to the work of reformation, and to encourage one another to new and more tlano-er-

ous attempts ; neither had the Malignant party ever grown so strong in this kingdom
if the sectaries had not been connived at in England, for their jmme pretence (for

their present rising in amies) is, that they may suppress the sectaries, and vindicate

the King from that base condition unto which he is brought by that party. Yet
these do not wisely nor well, who, avoiding or opposing sectarisme, split themselves

upon the rock of Slalignancy, and by taking that party by the hand now, do own all

the cruelty, bloodshed, and other ungodly and unjust acts, which they have done since

the beginning of this reformation. And as we take thankfully your testimony of our
steiring so steady and even a course between the dangerous rocks of Prophanesse
and Malignancy on the one hand, and of errour, schisme, heresie, and blasphemie on
the other hand ; so we trust yc will not cease to give testimony against both these

evils, and represent the same to the Honourable Houses of Parliament, as you shall have
fit occasion; and that you will gravely warne your dissenting brethren what a door
they keep open for errors and heresies, by their tenet of Independency, whereby they
leave no means of authoritative ecclesiastick suppression of erroui-s, if an Independent
congregation will please to own them. We also are confident that you will be re-

membrancers to that famous city of London, and the whole kingdom, of their en-
gagement to the Lord, in the Solenni League and Covenant. Nor will we suffer

our selves to believe that the well-aifected in the Houses of Parliament, in the city of
London, and throughout that whole kingdom, will agree or hearken to the motions
of any such treaty of peace, as leaves out the best security for religion, the cause
of God, and the Solemn League and Covenant. Thus desiring the continuance of
your prayers to God for us, in this hoiu- of temptation ; and promising (through his

grace and strength) to continue in prayers for you, we commit you to the infinite wis-
dom, power, goodnesse, and faithfulncsse of our blessed God and Father in Christ, in

whom we are.

Your very loving and affectionate Brethren to serve you.
The Ministers and Elders conveened in the Generall Assembly of the

Kirk of Scotland.

August 2, 1648.

Direct.—To the Right Honourable and Right Reverend the Assembly of
Divines in England now assembled at Westminster.

•SVa-a'. 25, Eodem die, post meridiem.— The humble Supplication of the Generall Assembli/

to the Right Honourable the Committee of Estates.

Whereas the High and Honourable Court of Parliament and your Lordships were
pleased to injoyn the subscription of a declaration and band, of the date June 10,

1648 ; and we having found, after such examination and trj'all as is competent to the

servants of God in an ecclesiastick way, that the same is a snare to the consciences of
the people of God in this land, to involve them in guiltinesse, and to draw them from
their former principles and vows in the Solemn League and Covenant, as doth more
fully appear in our act concerning the same, herewith presented unto your Lordships :

Therefore, from our zeal to the glory of God, and tender care of the souls committed
unto us, and for our exoneration, as we do seriously exhort that your Lordships
would be sensible of the guilt that you have already brought upon your selves and
others, by injoyning and urging that subscription, so we do earnestly, and in the

bowels of Jesus Christ, intreat that your Lordships would take such order and course

as that it may be no further pressed upon the people of God throughout the land.

And because the people groan under the violence and oppression of officers and
souldiers in their quarterings, or otherwise, throughout all the corners of the countrey,

(which, as it hath ascended into the cars of the Lord of Hosts, so we doubt not but it

is come to your knowledge,) we conceive it to be incumbent to us to represent the

same to your Lordships, beseeching and obtesting you, that, as you would not desire

that the Lord should visit because of these things, you would think upon an eft'cctuall1

I
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remedy for punishing and redressing what is past, and preventing the hke in time

coming.
And whereas, by an act and inhibition of your Lordships, the liberty of printing,

being one of the Kirk's priviledges confirmed by Parhament, is restrained, therefore we
intreat that the inhibition upon the printers may be taken off.

And now, having condescended upon a declaration to all the members of this Kirk,

concerning present dangers and duties, we do, in all humility, offer the same to your

Lordships, (together with our answer to the paper last sent to us from your Lordships,)

professing in the sight of God (whose servants we are) that we have walked herein

according to the rule of his Word, and have nothing before our eyes but his glory

and the well of his people ; and, therefore, intreat your Lordships, that you would
seriously ponder the same without prejudice, and as you desire to be comforted in

the day of your accompts, to make right use of the light that is holden forth therein

from God's Word.

Sess. 26, August 3, 1648, ante meridiem.—Act fur censuring Ministers/or their Silence,

and not Speaking to the Corruptions of the Time.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their serious consideration the great scandals

which have lately encreased, partly through some ministers, their reserving and not

declaring of themselves against tlie prevalent sins of the times, partly through the

spite, malignity, and insolcncy of others, against such ministers as have faithfully and

freely reproved the sins of the times without respect of persons ; do, therefore, for pre-

venting and removing such scandals hereafter, appoint and ordain, that every mini-

ster do, by the word of wisdom, apply his doctrine faithfully against the publick sins

and corruptions of these times, and particularly against the sins and scandals in that

congregation wherein he lives, according to the act of the Generall Assembly, 1596,

revived by the Assembly at Glasgow, 1638 ; appointing that such as shall be found'

not applying their doctrine to corruptions, which is the pastorall gift—cold, and want-

ing of spirituall zeal—flatterers, and dissembling of publick sins, and especially of great

personages in their congregations—that all such persons be censured according to the

degree of their faults, and continuing therein be deprived ; and, according to the Act

of the Generall Assembly, 1646, Sess. 10, that, beside all other scandals, silence, or

ambiguous speaking in the publike cause, nuich more detracting and disaffected

speeches, be seasonably censured. As, therefore, the errours and exorbitancies of sec-

taries in England are not to be passed in silence, but plain warning to be given ol

the danger of so near a contagion, that people may beware of it, and such as neglect

this duty to be censured by their Presbyteries ; so it is thought fit and appointed by;

the Assembly, conform to the foresaid acts, that the main cuiTcnt of applications in

sermons may run along against the evils that prevail at home, and namely, against the

contempt of the Word—against all prpfancsse—against the present defection from the

League and Covenant—against the unlawfuU Engagement in war—against the un-

lawful! Band and Declaration of the date of the 10th of June, ordained to be sub-

scribed by all the subjects, and other unjust decrees established by law—against the

plots and practises of Malignants—and against the principles and tenets of Eras-

tianism, which spread among divers in this kingdom : for the better confutation where-

of, it is hereby recommended to the ministery to study that point ofcoutroversie well,

that they may be the more able to stop the mouths of gainsayers. 'Tis also hereby

recommended to the severall Presbyteries and Provinciall Synods, that they make
spcciall enquiry and triall concerning all the ministery in their bounds ; and if any be

found too sparing, generall, or ambiguous, in the foresaid applications and reproofs, that

they be sharply rebuked, dealt with, and warned to amend, under the pain of suspension

from their ministery ; and if, after such warning given, they amend not, that such be.

suspended by Presbyteries, and in case of their negligence, by the Synods, till the

next Generall Assembly ; but if there be any who do neglect and omit such applica-

tions and reproofs, and continue in such negligence after admonition and dealing with

them, they are to be cited, and, after due triall of the offence, to be deposed—for be-
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ing pleascrs of men rather then servants of Christ—for giving themselves to a detest-

able indiftcreney or neutrality in the cause of God, and for defrauding the souls of

people
;
yea, for being highly guilty of the blood of souls, in not giving them warning.

Much more are such ministers to be censured with deposition from their ministrv,

who preach for the lawfulnes, or pray for the success of the present unlawfull Engage-
ment—or that go along with the army themselves—or who subscribe any bands, or

take any oaths not approved by the Generall Assembly or their Commissioners—or

by their counsel, countenance, or approbation, make themselves accessory to the

taking of such bands and oaths by others. It is to be understood, that if any minister

preach in defence of, or pray for successe to the sectaries in England, he is like-

waycs to be censured by deposition ; and this we adde, as a generall rule to be ob-

served on both hands, but not as if we had found any of the ministery of this king-

dom to be favourers of the sectaries in England.

And in case any minister, for his freedom in preaching, and faithfull discharge of

his conscience, shall be, in the face of the congregation or elsewhere, upbraided, railed

at, mocked, or threatened—or if any injury or violence be done to his person—oranv
stop and disturbance made to him in the exercise of his ministeriall calling, the Pres-

byterie of the bounds shall forthwith enter in processe with the oifender, and whoever
he be, charge him to satisfie the discipline of the Kirk by publick repentance ; which
if any do not, or refuse to do, that then the Presbyterie proceed to excommunication
against him ; in all which. Presbyteries and Synods are to give an account of their

diligence, and the Assembly appoints this Act to be intimate in the several congre-
gations of this Kirk.

Sess. 29, August 4, 1648, ^os? meridiem.— Overtures concerning the Education of the

Hieland Boys in the Province ofArgyle.

This day, the Report following being made from the Committee concerning the

Education of Hieland Boys in Argyle, viz. :

—

The Committee, considering the Bill remitted by the Generall Assembly to us,

concerning the Hieland Boys, (who are given up to be fourty in number, of
good spirits, and approven by the Province of Argyle,) do humbly think that

four of them, who are ready for the colledge, should be recommended to the

Universities to get burses one in every collciige. As for the rest of the fourty,

who are to be brought uj) at grammar schools, the Committee thinks that

if the said boys should be scattered through the kingdom, they should lose

the Irish language, and so the Assembly shall fail of their purpose to make
them usefuU for the Hielands. And, therefore, do humbly conceive that it

were fitting that every congregation pay yearly fourty' shillings Scots for main-
taining the said boys at schools in Glasgow, or in other places, where many
of them may be together accepted of, and that the money be brought in

yearly to the Generall Assembly by the commissioners of Presbyteries, and
that Presbyteries augment or diminish the said proportion according to the

ability of every congregation.

The Assembly, having considered the foresaid Report, approves the first overture,

and recommends Colin Campbell to the University of Aberdeen, Duncan Campbell
to Edinburgh, Patrick Campbell to Glasgow, Zachary Maccullum to St Leonard's

Colledge in St Anilrews : As also, approves the second overture, seriously recom-
mending to Presbyteries that the said fourty shillings be collected carefully and sent

to Glasgow ; and the ministers of Glasgow shall appoint some sufficient man in that

town to receive the said collection from Presbyteries, and to take charge of the

boording and entertainment of the saids boys in Glasgow, at schooles, and they shall

send in the names of the boys, with a certificate of their proficiency, yearly to the

Generall Assembly : and this collection shall only endure for the space of twelve
years.
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Sess. 30, August 5, 1648, ante 7neridicm.—Explanation of the Fifth Article of the

Overtures concerning Appeals past in the Assembly, 1 643.

The Generall Assembly, for clearing the sense of the fifth article of the overtures
concerning appeals in the Assembly, 164.3, Sess. 2, do declare, that if appellations

post latam sententiam be not presented to the judicatory when the sentence is pro-

nounced, the party shall then immediately after the sentence protest for liberty of
appeal, as he shall see cause ; and, accordingly, within ten days, shall give in his ap-
peal in writ, under his hand, either to the judicatory or the Moderator thereof, other-
wise the appeal is not to be respected.

'S'ess. 30, Eodem die, 1648, ante meridiem.—Act discharging Deposed or Suspended
Ministersfrom any exercise of the Ministery, or meddling with the Stipend.

The Generall Assembly, considering that, according to the ancient practice and
order of this Kirk, the censure of suspension and deposition of ministers is both
ab officio and d heneficio, as is also acknowledged by the 20th Act of the Parlia-

ment, a?(?;ol644; and that the continuance of suspended or deposed ministers in

the exercise of the ministery, or in the possession of their stipend, hath been, and
ought to be, accompted and censured as a great contempt of the authority and cen-

sures of the Kirk ; considering also, that the continuance of deposed ministers in the

possession of the stipend is a great prejudice and obstruction to the planting of the

vaiking kirk, and to the service of God there : Therefore, do declare and ordain,

that whosoever, after the sentence of deposition pronounced against them, do either

exercise any part of the ministerial! calling in the places they i'ormcrlv served in,

or elsewhere, or do possesse, meddle, or intromit with the stipend or other benefits

whatsoever, belonging to these kirks they served at, they shall be proceeded against

with excommunication ; and if any suspended minister, during his suspension, either

exercise any part of the ministeriall calling, or intromit with the stipend, that he
be dej)osed, and after deposition, continuing in either of these faults, that he be

])rocessed with excommunication ; but prejudice always to them of their stipend

resting for bygone service, and of any recompence due for building or repairing of

the manse, according to the ordinary practise. And the Assembly recommends to

Presbyteries seriously to be careful! of the putting of this Act in execution.

Sess. 31, August 7, 1CA8, ante meridiem.— The Asseviblie's Declaration of the Falshood
and Foryerie of a lying scundaluus Pamphlet, put forth tinder the name of their

Reverend Brother, Master Alexander Henderson, after his Death.

The Generall Assembly of this Kirk, having seen a printed pajjer, intituled, " The
Declaration of Mr Alexander Henderson, principall minister of the Word of God at

Edinburgh, and chief Commissioner from the Kirk -of Scotland to the Parliament and

Synod of England, made upon his deathbed ;" and taking into their serious consi-

deration how many grosse lies and impudent calumnies arc herein contained ; out of

the tender respect which they do bear to his name, (wliich ought to be very precious

to them and all posterity, for his fixithfuU service in the great work of reformation in

these kingdoms, wherein the Lord was pleased to make him eminently instrumental!
;)

and lest through the malice of some, and ignorance of others, the said pamphlet

should gain belief among the weaker sort, they have thought fit to make known and

declare concerning the same as followeth :

—

That after due search and tryall, they do finde, that their worthy brother. Master

Alexander Henderson, did, from the time of his coming from London to New-
castle, til! the last moment of his departure out of this life, upon all occasions, mani-

fest the constancy of his judgement touching the work of reformation in these king-

doms ; namely, in all his discourses and conferences with his Majesty, and with his

brethren who were employed with him in the same trust at Newcastle ; in his lettcns

to the commissioners at London, and particularly in his last discourse to his Majesty,

at his departing from Newcastle, being very weak and greatly decayed in his natural!

II
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strength. When he was come from Newcastle by sea to this kingdom, he was in

such a weak, worn, and failed condition, as it was evident to all who saw him that he

was not able to frame any such declaration, for he was so spent that he died within

eight dayes after his arrivall ; and all that he was able to speak in that time did clearly

shew his judgement of and affection to the work of reformation and cause of God, to

be every way the same then that it was in the beginning and progresse thereof, as

divers reverend brethren who visited him have declared to this Assembly, and ))ar-

ticularly two brethren who constantly attended him, from the time he came home till

his breath expired. A further testimony may be brought from a short Confession of

Faith under his hand, found amongst his papers, which is expressed as his last words,

wherein, among other mercies, he declareth himself " most of all obliged to the grace

and goodnesse of God, for calling him to believe the promises of the Gos])cl, and for

exalting him to be a preacher of them to others, and to be a willing though weak in-

strument in this great and wonderfuU work of reformation, which he earnestly bescech-

eth the Lord to bring to a happy conclusion." Other reasons may be added from

the levity of the stile and manifest absurdities contained in that paper. Upon consi-

deration of all which, this Assembly doth condemn the said pamphlet, as forged, scan-

dalous, and false ; and further declare the author and contriver of the same to be

void of charity and a good conscience, and a grosse lyar and calumniator, led by the

spirit of the accuser of the brethren.

A:f for faking the Covenant at the first receiving of the Sacrament of the Lords
Supper, and for the receiving of it also hi/ all Students at their first entry to

Colledges.

The Generall Assembly, according to former recommendations, doth ordain, that

all young students take the Covenant at their first entry to colledges ; and that here-

after, all persons whatsoever take the Covenant at their first receiving the Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper; requiring hereby Provinciall Assemblies, Presbyteries, and
Universities, to be carehiU that this act be observed, and accompt thereof taken in

the visitation of Universities and particular Kirks, and in the tryall of Presbyteries.

"SV.s'.s-. o'>,Eodem die, post ineridiem.—Act concerning Preshyteries maintaining ofBursars.

The Generall Assembly, understanding that the frequent recommendation of pre-

ceding Assemblies for maintaining bursars is by many Presbyteries neglected ; do,

therefore, ordain Synods to crave accompt thereof fi'om Presbvteries at every Provin-
ciall meeting, which, with the Presbyteries' answer, shall be put x\\mn record, that so

the part both of Presbyteries and Synods, and their negligence or diligence in so pious

a work, may be known, by the examination of the Provinciall books, to each Generall
Assembly.

Sess. 35, August 9, 1648, ante meridiem.—Act for disjoyning the Presbytery of Zetland

from the Provinciall Synod of Orkney and Cathnes.

The Generall Assembly, now, after exact tryal, finding that the Presbytery of Zet-
and cannot meet with the Provincial of Cathnes and Orkney, to which it was ad-

oyned by an act of the Assembly, 1(J4(), Sess. 2 ; and that the allowance and dispen-
sation granted in the preceding Assembly, for the halfe of their number to keep the

neetings of the said Provinciall, cannot be observed in respect of the great distance

)f that isle by sea from the land, and the dangerousness of the seas there, and of the
lassage through them : Theref()re, after hearing the parties interested, and serious de-
iberation of the matter, the Assembly doth hereby disjoyn the Presbytery of Zetland
rom the Provincial of Cathnes and Orkney, and declares, for these reasons, that the
aid Presbytery is to be hereafter subordinate immediately to the Generall Assembly ;

or which cause, their commissioners are to be sent to each Generall Assembly the
nore carefully, and it is hereby recommended to them, that they send to the next
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Assembly a particular information of the quality and condition of all their Kirks, ac-

cording to the direction of the act of the preceding Assembly, Sess. 27, entituled. An
Act for Pressing and Furthering the Planting of Kirks.

Sess, 38, Auff. 10, 1648, post meridiem.— Overtures for the Remedies of the grievous

and common Sins of the Land in this present time.

The sins of the land, and the causes and occasions thereof, being considered, the

following remedies of these sins were propounded :

—

CIVILL REMEDIES.

For the present, untill the overtures are prepared to be presented to the Parliament,

it is to be recommended to every congregation to make use of the 9th Act of the Par-

liament, 1G45, at Perth, for havhig magistrates and justices in every congregation;

and of the 8th Act of the said Parliament, against swearing, drinking, and mock-
ing of piety, and all other Acts of Parliament for restraining or punishing of vice

;

particularly, for the better restraining of the sin of whoredom, that each magi-

strate in every congregation exact and make compt to the Session of fourty pounds
for each fornicatour and fomicatrix, of an hundreth merks for each one of their re-

lapse in fornication, of an hundreth pounds for each adulterer and adulteress, accord-

ing to express Acts of Parliament, which is to be exacted of those who may pay it,

and the discretion of the magistrate is to modifie it according to the ability or inabi-

lity of each delinquent.

DOMESTICK REMEDIES.

1. Let care be taken of conscionable receiving of servants, that they have testimo-

nials of their honest behaviour ; and let all such as give testimonials take heed that

these to whom they give them be free of scolding, swearing, lying, and such like

more common sins, as well as fornication, adultery, drunkenness, and other grosse

and hainous evils. Let the ordinary time of giving testimonials be in face of Session
;

and if an extraordinary exigent be, let it be given by the minister, with consent of the

elder of the bounds wherein the person craving the testimonial! hath resided ; if

they have fallen or relapsed in scandalous sins, let their testimoniall bear both their

fall and repentance.

2. Let care be had that the worship of God be practised, and discipline exercised

in families, according to the Directory for Family Worship in all things, as was ap-

pointed in the Generall Assembly, 1647, especially in the minister's constant cate-

chizing of the family, and in the performance of the duties of the Sabbath by all the

members thereof.

3. Let persons to be niamed, and who have children to be baptized, who are very

rude and ignorant, be stirred up and exhorted, as at all times, so especially at that

time, to attain some measure of Christian knowledge in the grounds of religion, that

they may give to the minister, before the elder of the bounds wherein they live, some

accompt of their knowledge, that so they may the better teach their family and train

up their children.

4. Let every family that hath any in it that can read have a Bible and a Psalmr

Book, and make use of them ; and where none can read, let them be stirred up to

traine up their children in reading, and use any other good remedie the minister and ',

session can fall on.

GENERALL ECCLESIASTICK REMEDIES.

1. Let the remedies which were given at Perth, 1645, and are mentioned in the.

Generall Assembly, 1646, anent the sins of ministers, be put in execution.

2. Let suspension from the Lord's Sacrament be more carefully executed.

3. Let persons relapse in adultery, (or above,) quadrilapse in fornication, (or above,)

»•

V
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or often guilty of other grosser scandals, he excommunicat somewhat more suramarly

nor in an ordinary processe, (except there be more nor ordinary signes, and an emi-

nent measure of repentance made known to the Session and Presbyterie,) both for

the hainousness of the sins, and continuance therein, and also for terrour to others
;

and these not to be relaxed from the sentence of excommunication without evidence

and undeniable signes of repentance.

4. Let unpartiall proceeding be used against men of all quality, for their scaridalous

walking; and, in particular, for drunkennesse, swearing, and other scandalous sins.

And this to be tryed at the visitation of kirks.

PARTICULAR ECCLESIASTICK REMEDIES.

AND, I. AGAINST IGNORANCE.

1. Let ministers catechise one day every week, (whereon also they may baptize

and lecture or preach,) and let them preach every Lord's Day both before and after

noon, according to former Acts of Generall Assemblies ; let Presbyteries and Synods
be ver}' carefull of this, and let every Provinciall book contain an exact accompt
thereof

2. Let ministers examine all of every quality of whose knowledge thej' have no
certain notice.

3. Let young persons be catechized by the minister from the time they are capable

of instruction, and let them not be delayed till they be of age to communicat.
4. Let persons grosly ignorant be debarred from the communion ; for the first and

second time let them be debarred, suppressing their names; for the third time,

expressing their names ; for the fourth time, bring them to publick repentance ; all

this is to be understood of those that profit nothing, and labours not for knowledge ;

but if they be profiting in any measure, or laboiu-ing that they may profit, their case

is very considerable, they ought to have more forbearance.

n, ECCLESIASTICK REMEDIES AGAINST PROPHANESSE.

1. Let ignorant and scandalous persons be put off", and kept off" kirk -sessions.

2. Let every elder have a certain bounds assigned to him, that he may visit the

same every moneth at least, and report to the session what scandalls and abuses are

therein, or what persons have entered without testimonials.

3. Let all scandalous persons be suspended from the Lord's Supper.

4. Let the minister deal in private with them that are professing publick repent-

ance before the elder of the bounds, thus to try the evidence of their repentance.

5. Let these who have fallen in fornication make publick profession of repentance
three severall Sabbaths ; who is guilty of relapse in fornication, six Sabbaths ; who is

guilty of trelapse in fornication, or hath once fallen in adultery, twenty-six Sabbaths;
and these sins to be confessed both in one habite, viz., in sackcloth

;
quadrilapse in

fornication and relapse in adultery, three quarters of a year; incest or murder, a year,

or fifty-two Sabbaths, in case the magistrate do not his duty in punishing such crimes

capitally. They that fall in fornication, or relapses therein, are first to confesse their

sin before the session, and thereafter before the congregation ; they that are guilty of

j;reater degrees of that sin, and of the other sins mentioned in this article, are to con-
icss their sin both before the Session and Prcsbj'terie, and there to shew some signes

of repentance before they be brought to the congregation.

6. Some are to be rebuked at the time of catechizing, who deserve more nor a

private reproof, and yet needs not to be brought to publick repentance.

7. It will be a good remedie against Sabbath-breaking by carriers and travellers,

that the ministers where they dwell cause them to bring testimonials from the place

where they rested on these Lord's Dayes wherein they were from home.
8. Let all persons who flit from one paroch to another have sufficient testimonials.

Phis is to be extended to all gentlemen and persons of quality, and all their followers,

ivho come to reside with their families at Edinburgh, or elsewhere ; and let the mini-

2 B
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stcr from whom they flit advertise the minister to whom they flit if (to his knowledge)

they be lying under any scandall.

9. Let ministers be free with persons of quality for amendment of their faults, and

(if need shall be) let them take help thereto of some of the brethren of the Presbyterie.

10. Let the Presbyteries take speciall notice of ministers who do converse fre-

quently and familiarly with INIalignants, and with scandalous and prophane persons,

especially such as belong to other paroches.

IL Let privie censures of Presbyteries and Synods be performed with more accu-

racie, diligence, and zeal.

1 2. For better keeping of the Sabbath, let every elder take notice of such as are

within his bounds how they keep the kirk, how the time is spent before, betwixt,

and after the time of publick worship.

13. Let no minister resort to any excommunicate person, without license from

the Presbyterie nisi in extremis; and let ministers take speciall notice of such persons

as haunt with excommunicats, and processe them.

14. Frequent correspondence betwixt Presbyteries is a good remedic.

15. At the visitation of each congregation let the session-book be well visited;

and, for that effect, let it be delivered to two or three brethren seven or eight dayes

before the visitation, that their report of it may be in readinesse against the day of

visitation.

The Assembly allows of all these overtures and remedies of the sins of the land

;

and ordains all of them to be carefully and conscionably put in practice.

Act for examining the Paraphrase of the Psalms and other Scripturall Songs.

The Generall Assembly appoints Rouse' Paraphrase of the Psalms, with the cor-

rections thereof, now given in by the persons appointed by the last Assembly for

that purpose, to be sent to Presbyteries, that they may carefully revise and examine

the same, and thereafter send them with their corrections to the Commission of this

Assembly to be appointed for Publick Affliirs, who are to have a care to cause re-

examine the animadversions of Presbyteries, and prepare a report to the next Ge-
nerall Assembly ; intimating hereby, that if Presbyteries be negligent hereof, the

next Generall Assembly is to go on and take the same Paraphrase to their considera^

tion without more delay : And the Assembly recommends to Master John Adamson
and Mr Thomas Crafurd, to revise the labours of Mr Zachary Boyd, upon the other

Scripturall songs, and to prepare a report thereof to the said Conmiissiou forPuljIick

Affiiirs, that after their examination the same may be also reported to the next Ge-

nerall Assembly.

Overtures concerning Papists, their Children, and Excommunicate Persons.

The Generall Assembly, considering the manifold inconveniences that follow upon
the sending of the children of noblemen and others of quality to forraign countries

wherein Popery is professed, especially that thereby such children are in perill to

be corrupted with Popery, and so corrupt these ffimilies and persons to which they

belong, whereby that wicked root of damnable idolatry, errour, and hercsie, may
again be occasioned to spring up and trouble many, and provoke the Most High
God to wrath, and to cause his Majesty to leave this land to strong delusions to

believe lies ; therefore, they do, in the name of God, charge and require all the

Presbyteries of this kingdom to observe and practise the rules and directions which

are made in former Generall Assemblies, for preventing of the said fearfull incon-

veniences, and, namely the overtures against Papists, non-communicants, and pro-

faners of the Sabbath, approven in the Generall Assembly held at St Andrews, in

the year of God 1642, and the act aaent children sent without the kingdom, made
in the Generall Assembly at Edinburgh, anno 1646. And that they use all diligence

for putting in execution the Acts of Parliament and Secret Councell made against

Papists and excommunicate persons ; and that they register their diligences there-
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anent in their Presbytery books, which are summarily to be recorded in the Synod
books from time to time, that the Geuerall Assembly may see how these laudable

acts are put in execution ; which here are presented, with some necessary additions,

in one view:

—

1. That every Presbytery give a list of all excommunicate Papists they know to

be within their bounds to the Commissioners of the Generall Assembly, and of all

Papists, yea, of them also who professe to have renounced Popery, but yet have

their children educated abroad, with the names of these children that are abroad, ac-

cording to the fifth overture of the Generall Assembly, 10-12.

2. That every Presbytery conveen at their first meeting all known Papists within

their bounds, and such as having professed to renounce Popery have their children

abroad, and cause them finde sufficient caution for bringing home within three

moneths such of their children as are without the kingdom, to be educated in

schools and coUedges at the Presbytery's sight, if they be minors : and to be

wrought upon by gracious conference, and other means of instruction, to be reclaimed

from Popery, if they be come to perfect age.

3. The parents, tutors, or friends of children and minors shall, before they send

them without the kingdom, first acquaint the Presbytery where they reside, that

they may have their testimoniall directed to the Presbytery or classe within the king-

dom or dominion beyond seas whither they intend to send their children ; and at

the time of these children's return, that they report a testimoniall from the Pres-

bytery or Synod where they lived without the kingdom, to the Presbytery who
gave them a testimoniall at their going away, according to the act anent children

sent TOthout the kingdom, anno 1646.

4. That all Presbyteries give the names of such ptedagogs as were abroad with the

children of noblemen within their bounds, and diligently enquire whether these pae-

dagogs do continue steadfast in the true religion, and continue in their service, or

whither these ptedagogs do either become corrupt in religion, or (continuing constant)

are removed from their charge, and by whom they are removed ; and that they signi-

fie these things to the Generall Assembly from time to time, or their commissioners,

that they may represent the same to the High Court of Parliament, Lords of Secret

Counsell, or Committee of Estates, for such remedie as shall seem expedient to their

Honours, for preventing of and purging the land from the plague of idolatrie.

5. That such parents, tutors, or iricnds, as cither send away children to foiTaiga

parts infected with idolatry, without such testimonialls as aforesaid, or do not recall

them who are already abroad within such time as is above prefixed, or do remove
from them their Protestant padagogs, (that they may the more easily be infected with

Popery,) be processed, and, in case of not amending these things, be excommunicated.
6. That the names of such as are excommunicated for these or any other causes

be sent in to the Generall Assembly from year to year, that (from thence) their

names may be notified in all the kingdom, and that the Acts of Parliament and Secret

Counsell may be put to execution against them, and all diligence used for that effect

;

and that by the cifectuall dealing of the Generall Assembly, with the Parhament,

Lords of Secret Counsell, or Committee of Estates, their Lordships may enact such

further just and severe civill punishment on such excommunicants, for ten'or to

others, as shall be found necessary for purging this covenanted land from all abomin-

ations.

Because persons addicted to idolatry will use all means for their own hardening in

their superstitious and idolatrous way, even within the countrcy ; therefore, all known
Papists, or persons suspect of Poperie upon probable grounds, are to finde caution

before their Presbyteries for their abstinence from masse, and from the company of

all Jesuits and priests, according to the second overture against Papists, made anna
1642 ; also Presbyteries arc to presse them to finde such caution ; and to observe what
persons put their sons or daughters to such families as are tainted with Popery with-

in the land, the same being a spcciall mean to con'upt them with idolatry ; and to

cause such parents recall their children, or else proceed with the censures of the Kirk
against them.

\11 which overtures, Presbyteries are seriously required and ordained to observe
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diligently, with certification, that they shall be severely censured, if they shall be found

remisse or negligent in any of these points, which are so necessary for keeping of the

Lord's house and people unpoluted with error, idolatry, or superstition.

Sess. 39, Auff. 11, 1648, ante meridiem.—Actfor Prosectitivg the Treaty for the

Uniformity in Religion in the Kingdom of England.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that the treaty of uniformity

in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected ; therefore, renews the

power and commission granted by preceding Assemblies, for prosecuting that treaty,

unto these persons afternamed, viz., Mr Robert Dowglas, Mr Samuel Rutherford,

Mr Rol)ert Baillie, Mr George Gillespie, ministers ; and John Earle of Cassills, John
Lord Balmerinoch, and Sir Archibald Johnston of Wariston, ciders ; authorizing them
with full power to prosecute the said treaty of uniformity with the Honourable Houses
of the Parliament of England, and the Reverend Assembly of Divines there, or any

committees appointed by them ; and to do all and every thing which may advance,

perfect, and bring that treaty to an happie conclusion, conform to the commissions

given thereanent.

Act Reneioing the Commission for the Puhlick Affairs of this Kirk.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their consideration that, in respect the great

work of uniformity in religion in all his Majestie's dominions is not yet perfected,

(though hv the Lord's blessing there is a good progress made in the same,) there is

a necessity of renewing the Commissions granted formerly for prosecuting and per-

fecting that great work ; do, therefore, renew the power and Commission granted for

the Publick Affairs of the Kirk, by the Generall Assemblies held at Saint Andrews,

1042, and at Edinburgh, 1643, 1644, 1645, 1646), and 1647, unto the persons follow-

ing, viz. : Masters John Lawdcr, Andrew Wood, David Calderwood, Robert Ker,

John Mackghie, John Knox, John Sinclair, John Adamson, Robert Dowglas, George
Gillespie, James Hamilton, Mungo Law, John Smith, Robert Lawrie, George Lesly,

John Weir, Robert Eliot, Alexander Dickson, Patrick Fleeming, Thomas 'V^assie,

Ephraim Mclvill, Hew Kenncdie, Kenneth Logic, Alexander Levistoun, George
Rennet, David Weems, William Row, Robert Young, William Menzies, John Frie-

bairne, John Givan, Harie Guthrie, Andrew Rind, David Auchterlony, Samuel
Oustecn, Thomas Henderson, Charles Archibald, Andrew Lawder, John Leviston,

John Macklellan, Alexander TumbuU, William FouUerton, George Hutcheson, John
Genell, Patrick Colvill, James Ferguson, Hew Peebles, John Hamillon, Alexander
Dunlope, David Ephiston, David Dickson, Robert Baillie, Robert Ramsay, Patrick

Gillespie, Patrick Shar})e, James Nasmith, John Flome, Evan Camron, Robert
Blair, Samuel Rutherfurd, David Forret, Robert Traill, Andrew Bennett, Walther

Greg, John Macgill, younger, John Moncreiff, Fredrick Carmichacll, John Chalmers,

John Duncan, Andrew Donaldson, William Oliphant, George Simmer, Andrew
Affleck, Arthur Granger, David Strachen, Andrew Cant, John Row, John Paterson,

Alexander Cant, John Young, John Seaton, David Lindsay at Belhclvie, Nathaniel

Marline, John Annand, William Falconer, Joseph Brodie, Alexander Summer,
William Chalmer, Gilbert Anderson, David Rosse, George Gray, Robert Knox,
William Penman, James Guthrie, Thomas Donaldson, William Jameson, Thomas
Wilkic, James Ker, John Knox, Andrew Duncanson, Ministers; Archibald Mar-
ques of Argile, Alexander Earle of Eglintoun, John Earle of Cassils, William Earle

of Lothian, Archibald Lord Angus, William Lord Borthwick, John Lord Torphichen,

John I^ord Balmerino, Robert Lord Burly, James Lord Couper, Lord Kil-

cudbright, Alexander Lord Elcho, Sir Archibald Johnston of Wariston, Sir John
Hope of Craighall, Arthur Erskin of Scotscraig, Sir John Moncreiff of that Ilk,

Beaton of Creigh, Sir John Wauchhope of Nidrie, Sir Thomas Ruthven of

Frieland, Sir George Maxwell of Netherpollock, Sir .Tames Eraser of Brae, Sir James
Hackact of Pitfirren, Sir William Carmichaell, younger of that Ilk, Walter Dundas,

younger of that Ilk, Thomas Craigs of Ricarton, j\Ir George Winrain of Liberton,

J
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Sir Alexander Inglis of Ingliston, Alexander Brodie of that Ilk, Forbes of

Eio-ht, William Moore of Glanderston, John Ker of Lochtour, Alexander Pringill of

Whitbank, Walther Scot of Whitslaid, John Crafurd of Crafnrdland, Sir John Chisly

of Carswcll, Robert Monroe of Obsteall, Cornwall of Bonhard, George Dun-
das of Dudingston, Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield, ]Mr Alexander Colvill of Blair,

Mr Alexander Peirson, Mr Robert Burnet, younger, Mr Thomas ]\Iurray, George
Potterfield, Mr James Campbell, James Hamilton, Lawrence Henderson, Mr Robert

Barclay, Mr William More, Dr William Glendoning, Dowglas, James
Sword, Gideon Jack, Mr Dongall Campbell, John Boswall, John Brown, William

Brown, Robert Browm, and William Russell, Elders ; giving unto them full power

and commission to do all and every thing for preservation of the established doctrine,

discipline, worship, and government, of this Kirk, against all who shall endeavour to

introduce any thing contrary thereunto ; and for prosecuting, advancing, perfectinp-,

and bringing the said work of uniformity in religion in all his Majestie's dominions

to a happy conclusion, conform to the former commissions granted by preceding

Assemblies thereanent ; and to that effect, appoints them, or any seventeen of them,

whereof thirteen shall be ministers, to meet here in this city to-morrow, the 12th of

this moneth, and thereafter upon the last Wednesday of November, February, and
May next, and upon any other day, and in any other place, they shall think fit. Re-
newing also, to the persons before named, the power contained in the act of the As-
sembly, l(i43, intituled, " A Reference to the Commission anent the Persons designed

to repair to the Kingdom of England." And, further, in case delinquents have no con-

stant residence in any one Presbytery, or if Presbyteries be negligent or overawed,

in these cases the Assembly gives to the persons before named such power of cen-

suring complyers and persons disaffected to the Covenant, according to the Acts of

the Assembly : declaring alwayes and providing, that ministers shall not be deposed
but in one of the quarterly meetings of this commission ; and, further, authorises

them, as formerly, with full power to make supplications, remonstrances, declarations,

and warnings—to indict fasts and thanksgivings as there shall be cause—to protest

against all encroachments upon the liberties of the Kirk—and to censure all such as

interupt this commission, or any other Church judicatory—or the execution of their

censures—or of any other sentences or acts issuing from them ; and with full power
to them to treat and determine in the matters referred unto them by this Assembly,
as fully and freely as if the same were here fully expressed, and with as ample power
as any commission of any former Gcnerall Assemblies hath had or been in use of

before : Declaring also, that all opposers of the authority of this commission in mat-
ters intrusted to them, shall be liolden as opposers of the authority of the Generall

Assembly ; and this commission, in their whole proceedings, are comptable to and
censurable by the next Generall Assembly.

6'ess. 40, August 11, 1648, post meridiem.—Exemption of Murrai/, Basse, and Caith-

nesse,f'rom the Contribution granted to the Boi/es of Aryi/k, ivith a Recommendation to

Presbyteries to make up what is taken ofthem by that exemption.

Concerning the overture and desire of the Commissioners of the Presbyteries of

Murray, Rosse, and Caithnesse, for an exemption from that contribution of fourty

shillings, recommended for entertainment of the Irish boyes in Argyle ; the Assem-
bly, having considered thereof, and of their offer, in the name of the said Presbyteries,

it that exemption be granted, do approve their offer ; and, therefore, hereby exoncrs
the said Presbyteries of the said contribution of fourty shillings toward the entertain-

ment of the boyes in Argyle ; and ordains, for that exemption, according to the offer

of the said Commissioners, that each Presbyterie of the said provinces entertaine one
of the Irish language at schooles ; and if any be found already fit for colledges, they
shall maintain them at philosophic, and so forward, untill they be fit for the ministry.

And because, by this exemption, the contribution for the boyes in Argyle will he so

much lessened, therefore, the Assembly recommends to all other Presbyteries to

think upon some way, how, Ijy the charitable sup[)ly, that may be made up unto them.
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Act. concerning Collection for the Poor.

The Assembly, understanding that the collections for the poor in some kirks in the

countrey are taken in the time of divine service, which being a very great and un-

seemly disturbance of divine worship, do, therefore, hereby inhibit and discharge the

same ; and ordains that the minister and session appoint some other way and time

for receiving the said collections.

Recommendation for securing Provisions to Ministers in Burghs.

In regard that the stipends of manjr ministers in burghs are not secured unto them
and their successors ; therefore, the Assembly do seriously recommend to the honour-

able Commission of Parliament for Planting of Kirks to provide reall and valide secu-

rity of competent and honest meanes to the present ministers of burghs and their

successors, where they are not sufficiently provided or secured already ; ordaining

Presbyteries to use all necessary diligence for prosecuting thereof before the said

Commission for Planting Kirks.

The humble Supplication of the Generall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, met at

Edinburgh, August 12, unto the King''s Most Excellent Majesty.

Albeit your Majesty, through the suggestions of evil mpn, may haply entertain

hard thoughts of us and our proceedings, yet the Searcher of hearts knows, and our

consciences bear record unto us, that we bear in our spirits these humble and dutifuU

respects to your Majesty that loyall subjects owe to their native Sovereigne, and that

it would be one of our greatest contentments upon earth to see your Majesty reign-

ing for the Lord, in righteousnesse and peace, over these nations : And, tiicrefore, as

we do bow our knees daily before the throne of grace on your behalf, and the behalf

of your posteritj% so we finde ourselves, as heretofore, obliged faithfully and freely to

warn your Majesty of your danger and dutie ; wishing and hoping that the Lord
will incline your royall heart, from the sence of the evil which hath befallen you
through the slighting of former warning, to be more attentive unto this. We are very

sensible of your Majesty's sufferings and low condition, and do not in the least mea-
sure approve, but from our hearts abhorre, any thing that hath been done to your
Majesty's person, contrary to the common resolutions of both kingdoms : Yet it shall

be your Majesty's wisdom in this, as in all that hath befallen you these years past, to

read the righteous hand of the Lord, writing bitter things against you, as for all your
provocations, so especially for resisting his work, and authorising by your commissions

the shedding of the blood of his people, for which it is high time to repent, that there

be no more wrath against you and your realms.

The commission of the preceding Assembly, whose proceedings are unanimously

approvcn by this Assembly, having read your Majesty's letter of the date at Caris-

brook Castle, December 27th, and perused your concessions, did fmde some of

these concessions destructive to the Covenant, and all of them unsatisfactorie ; and
did therefore emit a declaration concerning the same, least your Majesty's subjects

in this kingdom should have unawares imbarked themselves in an Engagement upon
grounds not consisting with the good of religion, and the Solemn League and Cove-

nant. For preventing whereof, tliey did also present most just and necessary desires

unto the High and Honourable Court of Parliament of this kingdom ; which, if they

had been granted, might have, through the blessing of God, either procured ( upon

treaty) your Majesty's re-establishment and a solide peace, or laid open the expe-

diencie and necessity of a lawfull war, and have united this kingdom therein for

the good of religion, of your Majesty, and of your kingdoms. When the Parlia-

ment was pleased, without satisfaction to any of these desires, to go on towards the

determining of a war upon the grounds contained in their declaration, as many of

their own members, who have been faithfuU in the cause of God fiom the begin-

ning, did dissent from their proceedings, so most of all the Presbyteries and Synods
of this kingdom, and the committees of war in severall shires, did, by humble sup-
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plication, represent to the Parliament how unsatisfied they were in their consciences

concerning the present Engagement ; notwithstanding of all which, the Engagement
hath been carried on without clearing either of the lawfulnesse or necessity thereof.

Therefore, we, having now examined the same by the rule of God's Word, and
having found it unlawfull, as we have warned the whole kingdom of the danger

thereof, so we hold it our duty also to warne your Majesty, as the servants of the

Most High God, and in name of the Lord Jesus Christ, who must judge the quick

and dead, earnestly beseeching your Majesty that as ye would not draw new guilt

upon your Majesty's throne, and make these kingdoms again a field of blood, you
would be far from owning or having any hand in this so unlawfull an Engagement,
which, as it hath already been the cause of so much sorrow and many suil'erings to

the people of God in this land, who choose affliction rather then sin, so it tendeth

to the undoing of the Covenant and work of reformation. As we do not oppose the

restitution of your Majesty to the exercise of your royall power, so we must needs
desire that that which is God's be given unto him in the first place, and that reli-

gion may be secured before the setling of any humane interest ; being confident

that this way is not onlj' most for the honour of God, but also for your Majesty's

honor and safety. And, therefore, as it was one of our desires to the [ligh and
Honourable Court of Parliament, that they would solicite your Majesty for securing

of religion, and establishiug the Solemn League and Covenant in all your do-
minions, that your Majesty might know that what they intend on your behalf was
with a subordination to religion ; so we do now from our selves make this humble
address unto your Majesty, intreating your Majesty, as you tender truth and peace,

you would be pleased to suffer your self to be possessed with right thoughts of the

League and Covenant, and of the proceedings of your Majesty's loyall subjects in

relation thereunto, and give your royall assent for injoyning of it in all your do-
minions. If your Majesty had been pleased to hearken to our counsell hereanent
some years ago, the blood of many thousands, which now lyes upon j'our Majesty's

throne, might have been spared; Popery, Prelacy, idolatry, superstition, prophanesse,
heresie, errour, sects, and schismcs, which are now grown to so great a height in

England, might have been extirpate ; and your Majesty sitting in peace in your own
house, reigning over your subjects with much mutuall contentment and confidence.

And if your jNIajesty shall yet search out and repent of all your secret and open
sins, and after so many dear-bought experiences of the danger of evil counsell, be
now so wise as to avoid it, and to hearken to us speaking unto you in the name
of the Lord, we are confident by this means your jNIajesty may yet be restored, and
a sure and firme peace procured. We take it as a great mercy, and as a door of
hope, that God still inclines the hearts of all his servants to pray for your Majesty,
and we would not have your Majesty to look upon it as a light thing, that you have
been preserved alive, when many thousands have, by your means and procurement,
fallen on your right hand and on your left hand. God forbid that your IVLTJestv

should any longer despise the word of exhortation, the riches of his goodnesse,
forbearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodnesse of God leads you
mito repentance; for if your Majesty do so, as we are afraid, all counsels and en-
deavours for your Majesty's re-establishment shall be in vain and without successe,

because of the ^vrath of the Lord of Hosts, who brings down the mighty firom his

throne, and scatters the proud in the imaginations of their hearts ; so we shall

mourn in secret for it, and for all the miseries that are like to come upon your
throne and your dominions, and comfort our selves in this, that we have delivered

our own souls. But we desire to hope better things, and that your Majesty will

humble your self mider the mighty hand of God, and be inclined to hearken to the
faithfull advise of his servants, be willing to secure religion, and imploy your royall

power for advancing the Kingdom of the Son of God, which will turn as well to

the honour and happinesse of your Majestj-, as to the peace and safety of your
subjects.

I



200 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1649.

Sess. Ult. August 12, 1G48.

—

Act Discharffinr/ Duels.

The Gcnerall Assembly, taking in consideration the many duels and combats that

have been fought, and challenges that have been made, and carried and received, in

this land of late ; and, being sensible of the exceeding great offence that comes by so

horrible and hainous a sin, which is a grosse preferring of the supposed credit of the

creature unto the honour of the Most High God, and an usuipation upon the office

of the magistrate, by private men's taking of the sword, and a high degree of murther

both of body and soul, by shedding the blood of the one, and cutting off the other

from time of repenting, and which doth ordinarily produce many wofuU consequents;

therefore, doth enact and ordain, that all persons, of whatsoever quality, who shall

cither fight duels, or make, or write, or receive, or with their knowledge carry chal-

lenges, or go to the fields, either as principals or as seconds, to fight duels and com-'

bats, that they shall, without respect of persons, be processed with the censures of

the Kirk, and brought before the congregation two several! Lord's dayes ; in the first

whereof, they are sharply to be rebuked and convinced of the hainousnesse of their

sin and offence ; and on the next, to make a solemn publick confession thereof, and
profession of their unfained humiliation and repentance for the same. And if the

person guilty of any of the former offences be an elder or deacon, he is to be removed
from bis office ; and whatsoever person, guilty of any of these offences, shall refuse to

give obedience according to the tenour of this act, shall be processed to excommuni-
cation : Declaring always, that if any be killed at such duels, the killer shall be pro-

ceeded against by the Kirk as other murtherers.

Act concernitig Deposed Ministers.

The Assembly, considering that divers ministers deposed for Malignancy, and com-
plying with the enemies of this Kirk and cause of God, may be suited by, and hope

to get entry in some congregation where a minister deposed for Malignancy hath been,

and may be supposed to have put on the people a stamp and impression of Malig-

nancy, and being by the act of the Gcnerall Assembly, in aiiiio 1645, past ail hope of

being restored to the place out of whilk he was cast; now also ordains and enacts, that

no minister deposed lor Malignancy and complyance foresaid, (when it shall fall out

that he be put in a capacity of admission to the ministry,) shall enter into the congre-

gation of any other minister who also hath been deposed for Malignancy and comply-

ance, as said is.

The General Assembly not having now time to consider the references of preced-

ing Assemblies, and the most part of Presbyteries not having sent their opinions in

writ ; therefore, do j'ct again recommend to Presbyteries and Provinciall Assemblies

to consider all matters referred by this or by any former Assemblies, and to send their

opinions therein in writ to the next General! Assembly.

The meeting of the next General! Assembly is hereby appointed to be at Edin-

burgh, the first Wednesday of July 1649.

A. Ker.

THE PRINCIPALL ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AT
EDINBURGH, JULY 7, 1649.

Scss. 4, July 7, 1649, ante meridiem.—Approbation of the Proceedings of the Commis-

sioners of the General Assemhlt/.

The General! Assembly, having heard the report of the committee appointed for

revising the proceedings of the commissioners of the preceding Assembly ; and find-

i
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ins; thereby that in all their proceedings they have been zealous, diligent, and faith-

full, in the discharge of the trust committed to them ; do, therefore, unanimously

approve and ratifie the whole proceedings, acts, and conclusions, of the said commis-
sion ; appointing Mr John Bell, Moderator, -pro tempore, to return them hcartic thanks,

in the name of the Assembly, for their great pains, travail, and fidelity.

Sess. 6, July 10, 1649, ante meridiem.—Approbation of the Commissioners sent to his

Majesty.

The Generall Assembly, having taken in serious consideration the report of the

travells and proceedings of the commissicmers sent to his Majesty, presented by them
this day, together with the commission and instructions which were given unto them

;

do finde, by the report, that they have been very diligent and faithfuU in the discharge

of the trust committed to them ; and, therefore, do unanimously approve of their

caiTiage, and return them hearty thanks for their great pains and travails in that em-
ployment.

Sess. 18, July 19, 16^%, jjost meridiem.—Act discharging Promiscuous Dancing,

The Assembly, finding the scandall and abuse that arises thorow promiscuous

dancing ; do, therefore, inhibit and discharge the same, and do rcferre the censure

thereof to severall Presbyteries, earnestly recommending it to their care and dili-

gence.

Sess. 19, July 20, 1649, ante meridiem.—Act concerning the receiving of Engagers in

the late unla'cfull War against England to puhlick satisfaction, together loitli the Df
claration and Achioicledgment to be subscribed by them.

The Generall Assembly, considering what great offence against God, and scandal

to his people at home and abroad, hath arisen from the late unlawful! Engagement in

war against England, whereby, contrary to the law of God and of nations—contrary

to the Solemn League and Covenant—contrary to the petitions of almost the whole
kingdom—contrary to the Declarations of the Judicatories of this Kirk—contrary to

the protestations of a considerable part of the Parliament—contrary to the frequent
and clear warnings of the servants of God in his name, not only an association in

counsels and arms was made with malignant persons, who had formerly shewn their

disaffection to the Covenant and cause, but an invasion of the neighbour nation was
prosecuted; from whence flowed the oppression of the persons, estates, and con-
sciences of many of the people of God in this land, the shedding of the blood of some,
the losse and dishonour of this nation, and severall other inconveniences : And consider-
ing that the Commissioners of the last Generall Assembly have acquitted themselves
faitlifully, in ordaining to be suspended from the renewing of the Covenant, and from
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, such as are designed in their acts of date the

6th of October, and 4th of December last, refemng the further consideration and
censure of the persons foresaid to this present Generall Assembly : Theref<ire, the Ge-
nerall Assembly, for removing of such offences, and for prevention of the like in

time coming, and for restoring of such as are truly humbled, do declare and appoint,—

•

I. That all those who have been guilty and censured as aforesaid, and withal do
not, by their addresses to kirk judicatories, testifie their dislike thereof, and give evi-

dences of their repentance therefor, that these be processed, and continuing obsti-

nate, be excommunicated ; but if withall they go on in promoving malignant designes,

that they be forthwith excommunicated ; as also, that all such persons guilty as afore-

said, who, after profession of their repentance, shall yet again hereafter relapse to

the promoting any malignant designe, that these be likewise forthwith excommu-
aicated.

II. That all these who have been guilty and censured as aforesaid, and desire to

estifie their repentance, and to be admitted to the Covenant and Communion, shall,

Jesides any confession in publick before the congregation, subscribe the declaration

lereto subjoyned, of their unfaiiied detestation and renunciation of that Engagement,
2 c
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and all other malignant courses contrary to the Covenant and cause, promising to

keep themselves from such ways in time coming, and acknowledging, that if they

shall again fall into such defection thereafter, they may justly be accorapted perfi-

dious backsliders, and breakers of the Covenant and Oath of God, and proceeded

against with the highest censures of the Kirk.

in. That of these who have been guilty and censured as aforesaid, and desire now
to testifie their repentance, whosoever were formerly joyned in arms or counsell with

James Graham in his rebellion, or who were generall persons or colonels in the late

imlawfuU Engagement, or who went to Ireland to bring over forces for that effect, or

who have been eminently active in contriving of, or seducing unto the said En-
gagement, or whosoever above the degree of a lieutenant commanded these parties,

that in promoving of the ends of the said Engagement shed blood within the king-

dom, either before that army of Engagers went to England, or after their return, or

who alx)ve the degree foresaid commanded in the late rebellion in the North ; that

none of these be admitted or received to give satisfaction, but by the Generall As-

sembly or their commissioners.

IV. That all the rest of these who have been guilty, or censured as aforesaid, may
be received by tiie Presbyteries where they reside.

V. That all who have been guilty as aforesaid, bef()re their receiving to the Cove-

nant, shall make a solemn publick acknowledgement in such matter, and before

such congregations as the Commission of the Generall Assembly or Presbyterioa

respective, shall prescribe, according to the degree of their offence and scandall given.

VI. That none of the foresaid persons be admitted or received as elders in any ju-

dicatories of the Kirk, but according to the Act of the Generall Assembly of the last

of August 1647, against complyers of the first classe.

And because many have heretofore made shew and profession of their repentance,

who were not convinced of their guiltinesse, nor humbled for the same, but did there-

after return with the dog to the vomit, and with the sow to the puddle, unto the

mocking of God, and the exceeding great reproach and detriment of his cause

:

Therefore, for the better determining the truth and sincerity of the repentance of

those who desire to be admitted to the Covenant and Communion, it is appointed and
ordained, that none of those persons who arc debarred from the Covenant and Com-
munion shall be admitted and received thereto, but such as, after exact triall, shall be

found, for some competent time before or after the offer of their repentance, accord-

ing to the discretion of the respective judicatories, to have in their ordinary conversa-

tions given real testimony of their dislike of the late unlawfull Engagement, and of the

courses and wayes of Malignants, and of their sorrow for their accession to the same,

and to live soberly, righteously, and godly ; and if any shall be found, who, after the

defeating of the Engagers have uttered any malignant speeches, tending to the ajjpro-

bation of the late unlawfull Engagement, or the blood shed within the kingdome, for

,

promoving of the ends of the said Engagement—or any other projects or practises

within or without the kingdome, prejudiciall to religion and the Covenant, or tending

to the reproach of the ministry or the civill government of the kingdom—or who
have unnecessarily or ordinarily conversed with malignant and disaffected persons

—

or who have had hand in, or accession to, or compliance with, or have any wayes

countenanced or promoved any malignant design, prejudiciall to religion and the

Covenant : That these, notwithstanding their profession of repentance, be not sud-

denly received, but a competent time, according to the discretion of the judicatory, be '

assigned to them for tryall of the evidence of their repentance, according to the quali- '<

fications above mentioned. And the Generall x\ssembly ordains Presbyteries to make
intimation of this act in the severall kirks of their bounds, so soon as they can after

the rising of the Generall Assemblj', that none pretend ignorance ; and that Presby-

teries make accompt of their diligence in prosecuting of this act to the quarterly

meetings of the commission of this Assembly.

The Declaration and Acknowledgement before mentioned.

T, after due consideration of the late warre against the king-

dom of England, and having also considered the course pursued and promoted by the
'
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Earle of Lanerk, George Monro, and their adherents in and about Stirhng, and by
others in the late rebeihon in the North, against all which, not only eminent testi-

monies of God's wrath have been given in defeating of them, but they were in them-
selves sinfull breaches of Covenant, and preferring the interest of man unto God ; 1

doe, herefore, in God's sight professe that I am convinced of the unlawfulncsse of all

these ways, as contrary to the Word of God and to the Solemn League and Cove-
nant, not only in regard of the miscarriages of these that were employed therein, but

also in respect of the nature of these courses themselves ; and, therefore, professing

my unfained sorrow for my guiltinesse by my accession to the same, doe renounce
and disclaim the foresaid Engagement, and all the courses that were used for carrying

on the same, either before or after the defeat of the Engagers, as contrary to tb.e VVord

of God and Solemn League and Covenant, and destructive to religion and the work
of reformation ; and I doe promise, in the power of the Lord's strength, never again

to own any of these or the hke courses. And if hereafter at any time I shall be found
to promote any malignant design or course, that I shall justly be accompted a perfi-

dious Covenant-breaker and despiser of the oath of God, and be proceeded against with

the highest censures of the Kirk. Likeas I doe hereby promise to adhere to the Na-
tional Covenant of this kingdome, and to the Solemn League and Covenant betwixt

the kingdomes, and to be honest and zealous for promoving all the ends thereof, as I

shall be called thereunto of God, and to flee all occasions and temptations that may
lead me into any the like snares against the same. Subscribed at

the day of

Sess. 23, July 24, 1649, post mmdiem.— To the High and Honourable Court of
Parliament.

The Generall Assembly, Humbly Shcweth,

That, whereas we have seen and considered the act of Parliament abolishing patron-

ages, and doe highly commend the piety and zeal of the Estates of Parliament in

promoving so necessary a point of reformation ; the Generall Assembly do humbly
supplicate, that, beside the settling of the ministers' stipends, that the tythes men-
tioned in the said act may be affected with the burthen of pious uses within the re-

spective paroches, confornr to a draught of an act seen by the Commissioners of the

late General Assembly before it passed in Parliament ; and that the foresaid act may
be made eftectuall for the settling of ministers' stipends in kirks erected, and neces-

sary to be erected according to the tenour of the act of Parliament ; and, for this

effect, that your Lordships will hasten the sitting of the commission for Plantation of

Kirks, with all convenient diligence, and your Lordships' answer.

Scss. 27, July 27, 1649, ante meridiem.—A seasonable and necessary IVarning and
Declaration, concerning present and imminent Dangers, and concerning Duties relating

thereto, from the General Assembly of this Kirk unto all the Members thereof.

The Lord, who chooses Jerusalem in a furnace of affliction, hath been pleased, since

the beginning of the work of reformation in this land, to exercise his people with

many trialls. All that desired to keep a good conscience were not long ago under
many heavy and sad pressures from the insolency and oppression of a prevailing party

of disaffected and malignant men, who, under a pretext of bringing the King to a

condition of honour, freedom, and safety, did carry on an unlawful Engagement
against the kingdom of England ; and if the Lord had not been merciful! unto his

people, they wore like either to have been banished out of the land, or to have been
kept in a pcrpetuall bondage in their consciences, persons, and estates. But he whose
messengers those men had mocked, and whose word they had despised, did bring

them down suddenly in a day, and restored liberty and ])eaco unto his people,—

a

mercy and deliverance, which, as it ought to be remembred with thankfulnesse and
jnaise, so may it engage our hearts not to faint in troubles and straitcs that do yet

abide us, but to trust in the name of the Lord, who both can and will deliver us still

out of all our aflliclious.



204 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1649.

Albeit we do now enjoy many rich and precious blessings, whcrin we have rea-

son to be comforted, and to rejoyce ; yet it were to shut our own eyes if we should

not see our selves involved in and threatned with many and great dangers at home
and from abroad. It is matter of exceeding great sorrow to think upon the ignorance

and profanity, the impenitencie and security, that abounds still in the land, notwith-

standing all the gracious dispensation of the Gospel, and means of grace in such

purity and plenty, that none of the nations round about us can boast of the like, and

of all the long-suffering patience of the Lord, and of all his sharp rods wherewith he

hath afflicted us from year to year, and of all the mercies and deliverances wherewith

he hath visited us, and of our late solemn confession of sinnes, and engagement unto

duties, sealed with the renewing of the Covenant and the oath of God, which some
men have so far already forgotten, as to return with the dog to the vomit, and with the

sow to the puddle : And many signes of inconstancy and levity do appear among all

sorts and ranks of persons, who seem to want nothing but a suitable tentation to draw
them away from their steadfastnesse ; our army is not yet sufficiently purged, but j—

there be still in it malignant and scandalous men, whose fidelity and constancy as it

is much to be doubted, so is the wrath of the Lord to be feared upon their proceed-

ings and undertakings, without a speedy and cffectuall remedy.

That prevailing party of sectaries in England, who have broken the Covenant and de-

spised the oath of God, corrupted the truth, subverted the fundamentall government

by King and Parliament, and taken away the King's life, look upon us with an evill

eye, as upon these who stand in the way of their monstrous and new-fangled devices

in religion and government ; and though there were no cause to fear any thing from

that party but tlic gangrene and infection of those many damnable and abominable

errours which have taken hold on them, yet our vicinity anto and daily commerce with

that nation, may justly make us afraid that the Lord may give up many in this land unto

a spirit of delusion to believe lies, because they have not received the love of the truth.

Neither is the Malignant party so far broken and brought low, as that they have

abandoned all hopes of carrving on their former designs against the Covenant and
work of reformation. Beside many of them in this kingdom, who are as foxes tied

in chains, keeping their evill nature, and waiting an opportunity to break their cords,

and a'l-ain to prey upon the Lord's people, tliere be standing armies in Ireland, under

the conmiand of the Manjuessc of Ormond, the Lord Inchqucen, the Lord of Airds,

and George Munro, who, forgetting all the horrible cruelty that was exercised by thei

Irish rebels upon many thousands of the English and Scottish nations in that land,

have entred into a peace and association with them, that they may the more easily

carry on the old designes of the Popish, Prelaticali, and Malignant party ; and the

Lord of Airds and George Munro have, by treachery and oppression, brought the

Province of Ulster and garrisons therein under their power and command, and have

redacted our countrymen, and such as adhere unto the Covenant and cause of God
in that province, unto many miseries and straits, and are like to banish the ministers

of the Gospell, and to overturn these faire beginnings of the work of God, which were

unto many a branch of hope, that the Lord meant to make Ireland a pleasant land.

But which is more grievous unto us then all these, our King, notwithstanding oi

the Lord's hand against his father's opposition to the work of God, and of the many
sad and dolefull consequences that followed thereupon, in reference to religion and

his subjects, and to his person and government, doth hearken unto the councels of

these who were authors of these miseries to his royall father and his kingdoms,

by which it hath come to passe that his Majesty hath hitherto refused to grant the

just and necessary desires of this Kirk and kingdom, which were tcndred unto him

from the Commissioners of both for securing of religion, the liberties of the subject,

his Majesty's government, and the peace of the kingdome ; and it is much to be

feared that those wicked counsellours may so farre prevailc upon him in his tender

veers, as to engage him in a warre for overturning (if it be possible) of the work ol

God, and bearing down all those in the three kingdoms that adhere thereto, which

if he shall doe, cannot but bring great wrath from the Lord upon himself and his

throne, and must be the cause of many new and great miseries and calamities to

these lands.
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It concerns a nation thus sinfull and loaden with iniquity, and involved in so

nianv difBcuIties and dangers, by timous repentance and unfaincd humiliation to

draw near to God, and to wrestle with him in prayer and supplication, that our sin

may be pardoned, and our iniquity done away ; and that he would estabHsh the

land in the love of the truth, and inable every one in their station to do their duty

boldly and without fear, and in a humble dependance upon the Lord, in whom alone

is the salvation of his people. Every man ought, with all faithfulnesse and dili-

gence, to make use of all these means that are approven and allowed of God, for

preserving and carrying on of his work, and for securing and guarding the land against

all enemies whatsomever, both upon the right hand and upon the left.

The spirit of errour and delusion in our neighboiu^ land, in the policie of Satan,

hath vailed it self in many under the mask of holinesse, and is, in the righteous

and wise dispensation of God, armed with power, and attended with successe; there-

fore, all the inhabitants of this land would labour for more knowledge and more
love of the truth, without which they may easily be deceived, and led into tentation,

and would learn to distinguish betwixt the shew and power of godlinesse. We
know that there be many in England who be trul^' godly, and mourn with us for

all the errours and abominations that are in that land ; but it is without coutro-

versie, that that spirit which hath acted in the courses and counsels of these who
have retarded and obstructed the work of God, despised the Covenant, forced the

Parliament, murthered the King, changed the civill government, and established so

vast a toleration in religion, cannot be the spirit of righteousnesse and holinesse,

because it teaches' not men to live godly and righteously, but drawes them aside

into errour, and makes them to bring forth the bitter fruits of impiety and iniquity,

and therefore ougb.t to be avoided. And not only are such of our nation as travel

in our neighbour land to take heed unto themselves, that they receive not infection

from such as are leavened with errour, but these also who live at home, especially

in those places where sectaries, upon pretext of merchandise, and other civill im-
ploymcnts, ordinarily traffique and convei'se. Neither needs any man to be afraid

of the power and successe of that party. They who have gadded about so much to

change their way shall ere long be ashamed ; the Lord hath rejected their confi-

dences, and they shall not prosper in them. How farre they mav proceed in their

resolutions and actings against this kingdome, is in the hand of the Most High. If

the Lord shall sufler that party to invade this land, it may be the comfort and in-

couragement of all the inhabitants thereof, that not only hath that unlawfuU Engage-
ment against the kingdom of England been declared against and condemned both

by Kirk and State, but also that these men can pretend no quarrell against us, un-
lesse it be that we have adhered unto the Solenni League and Covenant, from which
they have so foully revolted and backslidden ; and that we have borne testimony

against toleration, and their proceedings in reference to religion and government,
and the taking away of the King's life. And, therefore, we trust, that in such a case

none will be so farre deficient in their dut}', as not to defend themselves against

such injust violence, and, in the strength of the Lord, to adhere unto their former

principles with much boldnes of spirit and willingnesse of heart. In this certainly

we shall have a good conscience, and the Lord shall be with us.

We are not so to have the one of our eyes upon the Sectaries, as not to hold the

other upon the Malignants, they being an enemy more numerous, and no lesse subtile

and powerfull nor the other, and at this time more dangerous unto us, not only be-

cause experience hath proven that there is a greater aptitude and inclination in these

of our land to compile with Malignants then sectaries, in that they carry on their

wicked designes under a pretext of being for the King ; but also, because there be

many of them in our own bowels, and for that they doe pretend to be for mainten-
II ance of the King's person and authorit}', and (which is the matter of our grief) be-

cause the King ownes their principles and wayes ; which, if it be not taken heed unto,

may prove a great snare, and dangerous tentation to many to side with them
against the Lord's people and his cause. The constant tenour of the carriage of these

in this land who stand for the cause of God, are undeniable arguments of their aftec

tion to monarchy, and to that royal family and line which hath sweyed the scepter of
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this kingdom for many hundreds of yeers past. Albeit his Majesty who lately reigned
refused to harken to their just desires, yet did they, with much patience and modera-
tion of mind, supplicate and solicite his Majesty for satisfaction in these things that

concern religion and the Covenant, and were still willing, that upon satisfaction given,

he should be admitted to the exercise of his power ; and, whatsoever envie and malice

objects to the contrary, were carefull to get assurance concerning the safety of his

Majesty's person, when they brought their army out of England ; and when, not-

withstanding of that assurance, the prevailing party of sectaries were acting for his

life, did, to the utmost of their power, endeavour by their commissioners that there

might have been no such proceeding ; and when their desires and endeavours were
not successfull, did protest and bear testimony against the same. And, as both Kirk
and State had testified their tender respect to his Majesty who now reigns, by their

letters written to him whilst his father was yet living, so, no sooner did the Parlia-

ment heare of his father's death, but they did, with all solemnity, proclaim him King
of these kingdoms ; and after they had acquainted his Majesty by messages with

their proceedings herein, commissioners were sent both from State and Kirk, instructed

with power and commission to expresse the affection of this kingdome to monarchy,
and his Majesty's person and government, together with their desires concerning the

security of religion, and the jieace of those kingdoms. And albeit the desires of both,

which are now published to the world, with his Majesty's answers thereto, are such

as arc most just and necessary, yet the counsels of the Malignant party had so great

influence upon his Majest}', that his answers are not only not satisfactory, but short

of that which was many times granted by his royall father, and cannot be acquiesced

unto, unlcsse we would abandon the League and Covenant, and betray religion and
the cause of God.
We hold it the duty of all who live in this land to wrestle with God in the bchalfe

of the King, that he may be recovered out of the snare of evill counsell, and brought

to give satisfaction to the publick desires of Kirk and State ; and in their places and
stations, to use all endeavours with himselfe and others for that effect, and to be will-

ing, upon satisfaction given, to admit him to the exercise of his power, and cheerfully

to obey him in all things, according to the will ofGod and the lawes of the kingdom,

and to do every thing that tends to the preservation of his Majesty's person, and just

greatnesse and authority, in the defence and preservation of the true religion and li-

berties of the kingdomes.

But if his Majesty, or any having or pi-etending power and commission from him,

shall invade this kingdom, upon pretext of establishing him in the exercise of his

royall power, as it will be an high provocation against God to be accessory or assist-

ing thereto, so will it be a necessary duty to resist and oppose the same. We know
that m.any are so forgetfull of the oath of God, and ignorant and careless of the in-

terest of Jesus Christ and the Gospel, and doe so little tender that which concerns

his kingdom and the privileges thereof, and do so much dote ujion absolute and arbi-

trary government for gaining their own ends, and so much maligne the instruments

of the work of reformation, that they would admit his Majesty to the exercise of his

royall power upon any termes whatsoever, though with never so much prejudice to

religion, and the liberties of these kingdomes, and would think it quarrell enough to

make war upon all those who for conscience sake cannot condescend thereto. But

we desire all these who fear the Lord, and mind to keep their Covenant, impartially

to consider these things which followes :

—

1. That as magistrates and their power is ordained of God, so are they, in the ex-

ercise thereof, not to walk according to their owne will, but according to the law or

equity and righteousnesse, as being the ministers of God for the safety of his people

;

therefore, a boundies and illimittcd power is to be acknowledged in no king nor ma-

gistrate ; neither is our King to be admitted to the exercise of his power as long as he

refuses to walk in the administration of the same, according to this rule, and the es-

tablished laws of the kingdom, that his subjects may live under him a quiet and

peaceable life, in all godlinesse and honestie.

2. There is anc nnituall obligation and stipulation betwixt the King and his people ;

as both of them are tied to God, so each of them are tied one to another, for the perform-
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ance of mutuall and reciprocal duties. According to this, it is statute and ordained in

the 8th Act of the 1st PaHiament of King James the Sixth, " That all kings, princes, or

magistrates whatsoever, halding their place, which hereafter shall happen in anv time

to raign and beare rule over this realm, at the time of their coronation, and receipt of

their princely authority, make their faithfull promise by oath in the presence of the

eternall God, that, during the whole course of their lives, they shall serve the same
etemall God to the utmost of his power, according as he hath required in his most
holy Word, contained in the Old and New Testament ; and according to the same
AVord, shall maintain the true religion of Christ Jesus—the preaching of his most holv

Word—and due and right ministration of his sacraments, now received and preached
within this realm—and shall abolish and gainstand all false religion, contrary to the

same—and shall rule the people committed to their charge according to the will and
command of God, revealed in his Word, and according to the lovable lawes and con-

stitutions received within this realm—and shall procure, to the utmost of their power,

to the Kirk of God and the whole (Christian people, true and perfect peace in all time

comming, and that justice and equity be keeped to all crcattires without exception."

Which oath was sworn, first by King James the Sixth, and afterwards by King
Charles at his coronation, and is inserted in our Nationall Covenant, which was ap-
proven by the king who lately reigned. As long, therefore, as his Majesty who novf

reignes refuses to hearken to the just and necessary desires of State and Kirk, })ro-

pounded to his Majesty for the security of religion and safety of his people, and to

engage and oblige himself for the performance of his duty to his people, it is conso-
nant to Scripture and reason, and the laws of the kingelom, that they should refuse

to admit him to the exercise of his government, untill he give satisfaction in these

things.

3. In the League and Covenant which hath been so solemnly sworn and renewed
by this kingdom, the dutie of defending and presei-ving the King's Majesty's person
and authority is joyned with, and subordinat unto, the dutie of presen'ing and de-
fending the true religion and liberties of the kingdoms ; and, therefore, his Majesty
standing in opposition to the just and necessary publick desires, concerning relio-ion

and liberties, it were a manifest breach of Covenant, and a preferring of the King's
interest to the interest of Jesus Christ, to bring him to the exercise of his royal power,
which he, walking in a contrary way, and being compassed about with malignant
counsels, cannot but employ unto the prejudice and ruin of both.

4. Was not an arbitrary government and unlimited power the fountains of most of
all the corruptions both in Kirk and State ? And was it not a restraint of this, and for

their own just defence against tyranny and unjust violence, which ordinarily is the
fruit and elfect of such a power, that the Lord's people did joyn in Covenant, and
have been at the expense of so much blood, pains, and treasure these yeers past ?

And if his Majesty should be admitted to the exercise of his government before satis-

faction given, were it not to put in his hand that arbitrary jjower, which we have
upon just and necessary grounds been so long withstanding, and so to abandon our
former principles, and betray our cause ?

5. The King being averse from the work of reformation and the instruments there-
of, and compassed about with malignant and disaffected men, whom he hearkens
unto as his most faithfull counscllers, and looks upon as his best and most lovall sub-
jects, we leave it to all indifferent men to judge, whether his Majest}', being admitted
to the exercise of his power before satisfaction given, would not by such counsells en-
deavour an overturning of the things which God hath wrought amongst us, and la-

bour to draw publick administrations concerning religion and the liberties of the sub-
ject, unto that course and channell in which they did run under Prelacie, and before
the work of reformation ; which we have the more cause to fear, because his royall

fiither did so often declare that he conceived himself bound to employ all the power
that God should put in his hands, to the utmost, for these ends : and that he adheres
as yet to his father's principles, and walkes in his way, and hath -made a peace with
the Irish rebels, by which is granted unto them the full liberty of Popery.

6. It is no strange nor new thing for kmgdoms to preserve religion and themselves
from mine, by putting restraint upon the exercise of the power and government of

i
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those who have refused to nrrant those thhigs that were necessary for the good of re-

ligion and the people's safety. There have been many precedents of it in this and
other nations, of old and of late. Upon these and other important considerations, it

shall be the wisdom of every one who dwell in the land to take heed of such a temp-
tation and snare, that they l)e not accessory to any such designes or endeavours, as

they would not bring upon themselves and upon their families the guilt of all the de-

triment that will undoubtedly follow thereupon to religion and the Covenant, and of

all the miseries and calamities that it will bring upon his Majesty's person and throne,

and upon these kingdoms. Such a thing would in all appearance be the undermining
and shaking, if not the overthrowing and destroying, of the work of reformation

;

and, therefore, whosoever attempt the same, oppose themselves to the cause of God,
and will at last dash against the rock of the Lord's power, which hath broken in

pieces many high and lofty ones, since the begiiming of this work in these kingdoms—
and it is unto us a sure word of promise, that whosoever shall associate themselves,

or take counsell together, or gird themselves against God and his work, shall be
broken in pieces.

It is not only joyning in armes with the Malignant partie, that all these who
would keep their integritie has need to beware of, but also subtill devices and de-

signes, that are promoted by fair pretexts and perswasions to draw men to dispense

at leiist with some part of these necessarie desires that are propounded to his Ma-
jesty for securing of religion. After many turnings and devices, the foundation of

the unlav/fuU Engagement was at last laid by his Majesty's concessions in the year

1648. Wherein, though many things seemed to be granted, yet that was denied

without which religion and the union betwixt the kingdoms could not have been

secured ; and it is probable that such a way may be assayed again, and prosecuted

with very much cunning and skill, to deceive and ensnare the simple. It doth there-

fore concern all ranks and conditions of persons to be the more warie and circum-

spect, especially in that which concerns the Nationall Covenant, and the Solemn
League and Covenant, that before his Majesty be admitted to the exercise of his

royall power, that, by and attour the oath of coronation, be shall assure and de-

clare by his solemn oath, under his hand and seal, his allowance of the Nationall

Covenant, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, and obligation to prosecute

the ends thereof in his station and calling ; and that he shall, for himself and his

successours, consent and agree to Acts ofParliament injoyning the Solemn League and

Covenant, and fully establishing Presbyteriall government, the Directory of Worship,

the Confession of Faith and Catechismc, as they are approven by the Generall As-

sembly of this Kirk, and Parliament of this kingdom, in all his Majesty's dominions;

and that he shall observe these in his own practise and familie, and that he shall never

make opposition to any of these, nor endeavour any change thereof Albeit the League
and Covenant be despised by that prevailing party in England, and the work of

uniformity, thorow the retardments and obstructions that have come in the way,

be almost forgotten by these kingdoms, yet the obligation of that Covenant is per-

petuall, and all the duties contained therein are constantly to be minded, and pro-

secuted by every one of us and our posterity, according to their place and stations.

And, therefore, we are no lesse zealously to endeavour that his Majesty may esta-

blish and swear, and subscribe the same, than if it were unanimously regarded and

stuck unto by all the kingdom of England: for his Majesty swearing and subscribing

the League and Covenant will much contribute for the security of religion, his Ma-
jesty's happinesse, and the peace of his kingdoms.

As it is incumbent to all who live in this Kirk and kingdom to be watchful and

circumspect, so it concerns these of the High and Honourable Court of Parliament

and their Committees, in a special way, to see to their duty, and to be straight and

resolute in the performance of the same. Their former proceedings is unto us a suf-

ficient evidence and ground of hope, that they will not be wanting in any necessary

testimony of dutie and loyalty that they owe to the King, by using all just and sea-

sonable endeavoures for obtaining satisfaction of his Majesty, that so he may be

established upon his thrones. And we trust, that, upon the other hand, the sense of

their obligation to God, and his oath that is upon them_. will make them constantly

i



lC-19. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 209

to adhere to their former principles, resolutions, and desires, concernina; religion and
the Covenant, that reall satisfaction may be had thereanent, before the King be put
in the exercise of his power; and that they will carefully provide for the safety' of

the kingdom, both in regard of intestine dangers, and in regard of invasion from
without. It is not long since they, together with the rest of the land, made solemn
publick confession of compliance with Malignants, carnall confidence, following of

self interests, and hearkening to the counsells of flesh and blood, and did in a spe-

ciall way engage themselves to comply and seek themselves and their own things no
more, to abandon the counsels of their own hearts, and not to rely upon the arm of

flesh, and to purge judicatories and armies from profane and scandalous persons

;

and God forbid that they should so soon forget or neglect so necessary duties, and
fall again into so great and grievous transgressions. We trust that they will seek

the things of Christ, and not their own things—that they will hearken lo his word,

and not walk in the imaginations of their own hearts—that they will rclie upon the

arm of the Lord, and not upon the arm of flesh—that they will be wary and cir-

cumspect in discerning the dispositions and affections of those whom they put in

trust ; and that, seeing this kingdom hath so much smarted, and been so often de-

ceived by compliance with Malignants, they will carefully avoid this snare, in

regard of those who were upon the former imlawfuU Engagement, and be tender
in bringing in of such ; and we cannot but exhort them, in the name of the Lord,
to take notice of the oppression of the people and commons in the land, by the

lawlesse exactions of landlords, coUectours, and souldiers. We do not justifie the

murmurings and grudgings of those, who, preferring the things of the world to the

Gospel and things of Jesus Christ, repine at necessary burthens, without which it is

not possible that the land can be secured from invasion without, and insurrection

within, or the cause and people of God be defended from enemies. It is the duty
of every one who hath taken the Covenant willingly, and with a cheerfuU minde,
to bestow their means and their pains as the}' shall be called thereunto, in an
orderl}^ way. Yet should these to whom God hath committed the government take

care that they be not needlessely burthened, and that none grind their faces by op-
pression, not only by making of lawes against the same, but by searching out of

the cause of the poor, and by executing these lawes timously upon these that op-

presse them, that they may find real redrcsse of their just grievances and com-
plaints, and be encouraged to bear those burthens which cannot be avoided.

As the Parliament have begun, so we hope they will continue, to purge out all

these from trust that are not of known integrity and affection to the cause of God,
md of a blamelesse and Christian conversation, and that they and the officers of the

irmy, in their respective places, will seriously mind, and speedily and resolutely goe
ibout the removing from the army all malignant and scandalous persons, and also the

emoving of sectaries when any shall be found therein, that they may give real evi-

lence that they did not deal deceitfully with God, in the day that they engaged
hemselves thereto.

Albeit we hope and pray that those who beare charge in our army will, from the

emembrance of the Lord's goodnesse to them, and the honour that he hath put upon
hem, endeavour to carry themselves faithfully and straightly ; yet it cannot be un-

easonable to warn them to take heed of tentations, and to beware of snares that they

le not drawn to indifterencie or neutrality in the cause of God, much lesse unto con-

livance at or compliance with the courses and designes of Malignants or Sectaries,

lut to stick closely by the same, and to be zealous against all the enemies and adver-

aries thereof: And it concerns souldiers to be content with their wages, and to doe
iolence to no man, but as they are called unto the defence of the cause and people

f God, so to behave themselves in such a blamelesse and (Christian way, that their ca-

iage may be a testimony to his cause, and a comfort to his people. So shall our

rmies prosper, and the Lord shall goe out with them.
But most of all, it concerns the ministers of the Gospel, vphom God hath called to

Ive warning to his people, to look to their duty. It is undeniably true, that mapy of

le evils wherewith this Kirk and kingdome hath been afflicted in our age, have come
) passe because of the negligence of some, and corruptions of others, of the ministry.

2 D

I
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Whilst some fell asleep, and were carelesse, and others were covetous and ambitions,

the evil man brought in Prelacy and the ceremonies, and had farre promoted the

Service-Book, and the Book of Cannon, and the course of backsliding and revolting was

carried on, nntill it pleased God to stirre up the spirits of these few who stood in the

gap to oppose and resist the same, and to begin the work of reformation in the land.

Since which time, the silence of some ministers, and compliance of others, hath had

great influence upon the backsliding of many amongst the people, who, upon the dis-

covery of the evil of their way, complain that they got not warning, or that if they

were warned by some, others held their peace, or did justifie them in the course of

their backsliding. We can look upon such ministers no otherwise than upon those

that are guilty of the Ijlood of the Lord's people, and with whom the Lord will reckon

for all the breach of Covenant and defection that hath been in the land. The
priest's lips shoidd preserve knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth ; for

he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts. But such are departed out of the vvay,

and hath caused many to stumble at the law ; therefore hath the Lord made them
contemtible and base before all the people, according as they have not kept his wayes,

but have been partiall in his law. Because they have lost their savour, he hath cast

out many of them as unsavoury salt ; but snch as have been faithfull, as he hath pre-

served them from the violence and fury of men, so hath he verified his word in their

mouths, both against his enemies, and concerning his people and his work ; and

makes them see, though not all their desires concerning the Gospel, and the work of

God in the land, yet very much of the fruit of their labour, by preserving the doc-

trine and all the oi'dinances of Jesus Christ in their purity, and adding in some mea-

sure thereto the power and life thereof We doe, therefore, charge all the ministers of

the land, before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the

dead at his appearing in his kingdom, as in every thing to be ensamples of a good

conversation, and to walk without offence, that the ministry be not blamed, so to

take heed unto the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made them overseers—to

declare unto them all the counsell of God, and to give them timous warning cor

ceming every danger and duty—and to hold forth unto them the solid grounds of reall

consolation, by which they may be encouraged and comforted in all their trials and

afflictions, that they may Ijc free of the blood of all men, and have this as a ground

of rejoycing, even the testimony of their consciences, that in simplicity and godly

purenesse, not with fleshly wisdome, but by the grace of God, they have had their

conversation in the world, and have exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one

committed unto them, as a father doth his children. Especially, ministers are to be

careful to be much in discovering the temptations, and pressing the duties of the times,

that these who are under their charge may know what to avoid, and what to embrace

and pursue. If all the watchmen iu the land shall give warning, and blow the trum-

pet at once, it shall not be easie for enemies to pre}' upon the people of God. We
know no cause why any whom God hath called to preach the Gospel should be

afraid to speak boldly in the name of the Lord, since God hath given so manifest a

testimony of his care and protection, in preserving them, these j'eers past, who have '

striven to be faithfull to him who hath called them, from all the fury and malice of

haters of the work of God, and of the kingdom of his Sonne Jesus Christ, who hath

promised to be with his servants unto the end of the world.

Albeit the land be involved in many difficulties, and compassed about with great
j

and iminent dangers, yet there is hope and ground of consolation concerning this

thing. The Lord is in the midst of us, and we are called by his name ;—our eares

hear the joyfnll sound of the Gospel, and our eyes see our teachers;—we behold the

arm of the Lord stretched out dailj' in working salvation for his people, and answer-

ing their desires upon their cacmiL-s by terrible things in righleousnesse. Although

we be but few in number, yet the Lord of Hosts is with us, and in the power of his

strength we shall be able to prevaile ;—although our land be fiUed with sin, yet we

have not been forsaken of the Lord our God, but he hath alwayes had compassion

upon us, and delivered us in all our distresses ;—although some of understandmg i

fall, it is but to try, and to purge, and to make white, even to the end, because it is

jet for a time appointed :—although many cleave to us by flatteries, yet there be a
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remnant who keep their integrity, and the Lord shall doe good to these that be good ;

but such as turn aside to crooked wayes shall be led forth with the workers of iniquity.

The Lord's people in England and L'eland, who adhere to the cause and Cove-
nant, may be perplexed, but shall not despair ; they may be pei-secuted, l)ut shall not

be forsaken ; they may be cast down, but shall not be destroyed ; and although uni-

formity, and the work of reformation in these lands, seem not only to be retarded, but

almost pluckt up by the roots, and the foundations thereof razed ; yet the seed which
the Lord hath sowen there shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward.
" The zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall performe this."

Scss. 30, Julj/ 30, 1649, anfe meridiem.—Act concerning Catccldsing.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their serious consideration the great darknesse

and ignorance wherein a great part of this kingdom lyeth, together with the late

solemn engagement to use all means for remedy thereof, doe ordaine every minister,

with assistance of the elders of their severall kirk-sessions, to take course, that in every
house where there is any who can read, there be at least one copie of the Shorter and
Larger Catechisme, Confession of Faith, and Directorie for Family Worship. And
doe renew the Act of the Assemblie, August 30, 1639, for a day ofwceklie catechising,

to be constantly observed in every kirk ; and that every minister so order their cate-

thetick questions, as thereby the people (who doe not conveen all at one time, but by
turns, unto that exercise) may at every dyet have the chief heads of Saving Knowledge,
in a short view, presented unto them. And the Assembly considering that, notwith-

standing of their former act, these dyets of weekly catechising are much slighted and
neglected by many ministers throughout this kingdome, doe, therefore, appoint and
ordaine every Presbytery to take triall of all the ministers within their bounds, once
at least in the halfe year, whither they be carefull to keep weekly dyets of catechising;

and if the}' shall finde any of their number negligent herein, they shall admonish for

the first fault, and if after such admonition they shall not amend, the Presbytery for

the second fault shall rebuke them sharply, and if after such rebuke they doe not yet
amend, they shall be suspended.

I
Sess. 40, August 4, 1649, ante meridiem.— Commission for Puhlick Affaires.

The General Assembly, considering how necessary it is for preservation of religiort

in this kingdom, and prosecution of the work of uniformity in all his Majesty's do-
minions, that the Commissions formerly granted to that effect be renewed ; therefore,

they doe renew the power and Commission granted for the Publick Affaires of the

Kirk, by the Generall Assemblies, held in St Andrews, 1642, and at Edinburgh,
1643, 1644, 1645, 1646, 1647, and 1648, unto the persons following, viz.. Masters
Alexander Rollock, John 31urray, Thomas Lundie, John Frcebairne, George Mur-
ray, Harie Livingston, William Macjore, Hew Henderson, Samuel Austine, Gavin
Young, David Laing, William Maxwell, John Maccleland, James Erving, Robert
Ferguson, John Scot, Thomas Wylie, Flew Eccles, John Bell, John Nevoy, William
Gutherie, John Flammiltoun, Hew Peebles, Alexander Dunlopc, Harie Semple,
David Dickson, Patrick Gillespie, James Durham, Robert Baillic, William Flammil-
toun, Francis Aird, James Nasmith, Richard Inglis, ^^illiam Summervail, Evan Came-
ron, Robert Blair, Samuel Rutherfoord, James Wood, John Macgill, elder, Alexander
Balfoure, William Row, John JMonereife, Fredrick Carmichaell, Harie Wilke, William

Oliphant, George Pitillo, John Robeson, James Thomsone, William Rate, David
Campbell, Andro Cant, John Menzies, Andro Abercromby, Robert Sheyn, William
Forbes, John Paterson, Duncan Foibes, William Chalmers, John Annand, William

Falconer, Murdoch Mackenzie, Robert Jameson, Gilbert Marshell, John Diillase,

William Smyth, Robert Hume, Thomas Swintoun, James Stratouu, John DouglaSj

James Gutherie, Thomas Donaldson, William Jameson, John Livingstoun, John Scot,

Andro Dunkeson, John Dalzell, Arthur Forbes, James Fleming, James Robisou, Hew
Campbel, Robert Douglasse, Mungo Law, George Leslie, John Adamson, James
[Jammiltoun, John Smyth, Hew Mackcll, George Hutchison, Patrick Fleming, John
3ay, Ephraim Melvill, John Row, Gilbert ILoll, George Bcnnet, Kenneth Logie,
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John Crafurd, Ministers ; Archibald Marquesse of Argyle, Earle of Suther-

land, Alexander Earle of Eglintoun, John Earle of Cassills, William Earle of Lothian,

the Viscount of Arbuthnet, Uaniel Lord Elcho, Lord Brichen, Robert Lord
Burly, James Lord Couper, Sir Archbald Johnstoun of Waristoun, Clerk- Register,

Sir Daniel Carmichael, Thesaurer-Depute, Sir John Hope of Craighall, Mr George
Winraham of Libbertoun, Mr Alexander Person of Southhal, A. Brodie of that Ilk,

four of the Ordinary Lords of the Session, Arthur Ersken of Scotscragc, Laird of

Wauchtoun, Sir David Hume of Wedderbnrne, Laird of Edzell, Laird of Nidrie,

Sir William Scot of Harden, Laird of Greenheid, Laird of Freeland, Laird of

Cesnock, Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield, the Laird of Swintoun, younger, Laird

of Eight, Sir James Eraser, Sir Thomas Ker, Laird of Fernie, Sir Robert Adair,

Sheriff of Tiviotdail, younger, Tutor of Pitsligo, Sir John Chiesly, Laird of Englis-

toun. Laird of Leslie, younger. Laird of Dunbeth, Laird of Watertoun, Sir John
Smyth, Mr Alexander Colvill of Blair, Whitbank, younger. Laird of Grenock, Gallo-

shiels, younger, Buchchantie, Crachlaw, Cloberhil, Dalserfe, Mr Robert Burnet,

younger, Mr Thomas Murray, James Eleis, David Kennedie, Alexander Jaffray,

James Sword, George Porterfeild, Mr Robert Barclay, Hew Kennedey, William

Glendoning, Thomas Macbirnie, Robert Lockart, Mr James Campbel, John Carsane,

John Boswel, Dr Alexander Douglasse, Mr Alexander Skeen, William Brown, Elders ;

giving unto them full power and commission to do all and every thing for preservation

of the established doctrine, discipline, worship, and government in this Kirk, against

all who shall endeavour to introduce any thing contrarie thereunto ; and for prose-

cuting, advancing, perfecting, and bringing the works of uniformitie in religion in all

his Majesty's dominions to a happy conclusion, conform to the former commissions

granted by preceding Assemblies thercanent.

And, to that effect, appoints them, or any nineteen of them, whereof thirteen shall

be ministers, to meet in the citie to-morrow, the 7th of this instant, and thereafter,

upon the second Wednesday of November, February, and May next, and upon any

other day, and in any other place, they shall thmk fit; giving also unto them full

power to send commissioners to the kingdom of England, for prosecuting the trcatie

of uniformitie, as they shall find conveniencie, and to give instructions and commissions

to that effect, conform to former commissions granted thereanent : And likewise, in

case delinquents have no constant residence in any one Presbyterj', or if Presbyteries

be negligent or overawed, in these cases the Assembly gives to the persons before named
power of censuring compilers and persons disaffected to the Covenant, according to

the acts of the Assembly ; declaring ahvayes and providing, that ministers shall not

be deposed but in one of the quarterlie meetings of the Commission : And further,

authorizes them, as formerlie, with full power to make supplication, remonstrances,

declarations, and warnings, to indict fasts and thanksgivings as there shall be cause,

to protest against all encroachments upon the liberties of the Kirk, and to censure all

such as interrupt this Commission or any other Church judicatoric, or the execution

of their censures, or of any other sentences or acts issuing from them : and with full

power to them to treat and determine in the matters referred unto them by this As-

semblie, as fullie and freeUe as if the same were here fully expressed, and with as

ample power as any Commission of any former Generall Assemblies hath had or

been in use of before : Declaring also, that all opposers of the authoritie of this Cora-

mission in matters intrusted to them, shall be holden as opposers of the authoritie of

the Generall Assemblie, and this Commission in their whole proceedings are compt-

able to and censurable by the next Generall Assemblie.

Director^/for Electiun of Ministers.

When any place of the ministrie in a congregation is vacant, it is incumbent to the

Presbytery with all diligence to send one of their number to preach to that congre-

gation, who, in his doctrine, is to represent to them the nccessitie of providing the

place with a qualified pastor, and to exhort them to fervent prayer and supplication

to the Lord, that he would send them a pastor according to his own heart ; as also,

he is to signifie that the Presbytery, out of their care of that flock, will send unto
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them preachers whom they may hear ; and if they desire to hear any other, they will

endeavour to procure them an hearing of that person or persons upon the sute of the

elders to the Presbytery.

2. Within some competent time thereafter, the Presbytery is again to send one or

more of their number to tlie said vacant congregation, on a certain day appoynted

before for that effect, who are to conveen and hear sermon the foresaid day, which being

ended, and intimation being made by the minister that they are to goe about the election

ofa pastor for that congregation, the session of the congregation shall meet and proceed

to tlie election, the action being moderated by him that preached ; and if the people

shall, upon the intimation of the person agreed upon by the session, acquiesce and con-

sent to the said person, then the matter being reported to the Presbytery by commis-

sioners sent from the session, they are to proceed to the triall of the person thus elected,

and, finding him qualified, to admit him to the ministry in the said congregation.

3. But if it happen that the major part of the congregation dissent from the person

agreed upon by the session, in that case the matter shall be brought unto the Presby-

terj', who shall judge of the same ; and if they doe not find their dissent to be grounded
on causelesse prejudices, they are to appoynt a new election in manner above specified.

4. But if a lesser party of the session or congregation shew their dissent from the

election without exceptions relevant and verified to the Presbytery, notwithstanding

thereof, the Presbytery shall go on to the trials and ordination of the person elected;

yet all possible diligence and tendernesse must be used to bring all parties to an har-

monious agreement.

5. It is to be understood that no person under the censure of the Kirk, because of

any scandalous offence, is to be admitted to have hand in the election of a minister.

6. Where the congregation is disaffected and malignant, in that case the Presby-

tery is to provide them with a minister.

Sess. ult. Aug. 6, 1649, ante meridiem.—A Brotherly Exhortation from the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland to their Brethren in England.*

The many and great obligations which lie upon us in reference to our brethren in

England, who hold fast their integrity, and adhere to the Solemn League and Cove-
nant, together with the desire which we have to testifie our sympathie with them in

their afflictions, and to preserve, so far as in us lieth, that fellowship and con-espond-

ence that hath been entertained betwixt the Church of Scotland and England these

years past, do call upon us and constrain us not to be silent in this day of their trouble

and distress.

Albeit the Lord (who hath his fire in Zion, and his furnace in -Jerusalem) hath

now for a long time past afflicted these kingdoms with many and sharp rods, and
that his wrath seems not yet to be turned away, but his hand stretched out still ; yet

in all this it becomes us, who live in these lands, to stop our mouthes, neither can any
impute iniquity to the Most High.

It is rather a wonder that any mercy should be continued, and that England and
Scotland are not cut off from being nations, seeing the backslidings and provocations

of both has been so many and so grosse. Although the Solemn League and Covenant
was sworne and subscribed by both, yet have many in both despised the oath of God,
as appears by the late unlawful! Engagement against the kingdom of England, con-

trived and carried on by a prevailing party of Malignants in this land, and by the

proceedings of the sectaries in England, in reference to religion and government.
We shall not insist upon what hath been the condition and carriage of the Lord's

people in this land, in reference to the late unlawfull Engagement. As we desire to

magnifie the power and loveing kindnesse of the Lord, who enabled all the judica-

tures of this Church, and a considerable part of the Parliament, and the body of the

land, to dissent from, and bear testimony against the same, which made the House of

Commons, in their Letter directed to the last General Assembly, or their commis-
sioners, to declare that that Engagement could not be looked on as a nationall breach

;

I

Baillie says, that the draught of this exhortation " ivas Mr James Durham's ; it did not so fully please as

to pass, but was referred to the Commissiou to perfect."

—

Ed, 1843.
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so we look upon it as a wonder of his wisdom and mercy, tliat he hath disposed and

directed the same for the furtherance of his work in our hand, and purging his house

amongst us. All this cometh forth from the Lord of Hosts, who is wonderfuU in

counsel and excellent in working. Neither was it the least part of the Lord's good-

nesse to us in that day of our strait, that we were led in a plain path, and kept

from complyance with Sectaries on the one hand, no less than with Malignants on the

other. We have obtained this mercy to be steadfast to our old principles, in bearing

free and faithful! testimony against their proceedings, both in reference to toleration

and government, and the taking away of tiie King's life.

And as the danger and judgment which threatens the authors and abettors of these

things doth atfect our spirits with horronr, and maketh us desire that it may be given to

them of God to repent ; so we should conceive ourselves void of Christian affection

and compassion toward those in England, who suffer for the truth and cause of God,

if we were not very sensible of all their present troubles and calamities. It is no

small grief to us that the Gospel and government of Jesus Christ are so despised in

that land, that faithfull ])reachcrs are persecuted and cryed down, that toleration is

established by pretext of law, and maintained by military power, and that the Cove-

nant is abolished, and buried in oblivion. All which proceedings cannot but be

looked upon as directly contrary to the oath of God lying upon us, and therefore can-

not eschew his wrath when he shall come in judgement, " to be a swift witnesse

against those that swear falsly by his name."

These things are the more grievous to us, because (beside many other wofuU evils

brought forth" by them) they have interrupted the building of the Lord's house in

England ; the foundation whereof was laid by oath and Covenant with the Most

High God, and followed for some years with many declarations and protestations of

iaithfuU adhering thereto, and with great expense of blood and treasure ; which

things were to all the godly in these nations a branch of hope that the Lord would

bring to perfection the work of uniformity (so far advanced in all the parts thereof),

in these three kingdoms.

But the great obstructions and sad interruptions that have been made therein, by

the strange and unexpected practises of many now in place and power in England,

are to all the well-aft'ccted in both kingdoms, and in all the churches abroad, the

matter of their sorrow and humiliation. And if there be any place left for ad-

monition, we warn such as have forgotten the Covenant, and despised the oath of

God, and turned aside to lies and errour, to consider whence they are fallen, and

to repent. Prosperity and success for a time are no warrantal)le evidences of a good

cause, nor sufficient guards against the wrath of God. It is no good use of the

Lord's mercy for such men, under pretext of liberty, to make both themselves and

others slaves to corruption, and to make all men, both in Church and State, like the

fishes of the sea, or the creeping things, that have no ruler over them. Are these

things according to the Word of God, and the pattern of the best reformed churches?

Or is that the endeavour to bring the three kingdoms to the nearest uniformity that

may be in doctrine, worship, government, and discipline ? Or is that the maintaining

of the union betwixt the three kingdoms, when the straitest bond thereof is utterly

dissolved and quite taken away, and the fundamentall government, by King and Par-

liament, wholly overturned? I'he just God, who is of pure eyes, beholds these things;,

and shall with no Icsse fury and indignation break the horn of these men, than he

hath broken the power, and brought down the pride of Malignants before them, if

repentance prevent not.

Amidst those fears and griefes, it is unto us matter of rejoycing, that there be

many in England who mourn for all these abominations, and labour to keep their

garments pure, by refusing to comply with that course of backsliding, and by

bearing testimony against the same. And Ave hope the expectation of such shall

not be disappointed, but that the Lord will open to them a doore of hope for carry-

ing on of his work, and making the lying spirit to passe out of that land.

And albeit many think no otherwise of the Covenant and work of reformation

than as a mean to further their own ends ; yet we are confident that none whO'

hold fast their integrity have so learned Christ, but are carcfull to malce con-
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science of the oath of God lying on them; and we are sure (wh.atever be the basQ

thouo-hts and expressions of backsliders from the Covenant) it wants not many to

own it in these kingdomes, who (being called thereto) would scale the same with

their blood.

Although there were none in the one kingdome who did adhere to the Covenant,

yet thereby were not the other kingdom, nor any person in either of them, absolved

from the bond thereof, since in it we have not only sworne by the Lord, but also

covenanted with him. It is not the failing of one or more that can absolve others

from their duty or tye to him ; besides, the duties therein contained, being in them-

selves lawfull, and the grounds of our tye thereunto moral, though otiiers do forget

their duty, yet doth not their defection free us from that obligation which lyes upon

us by the Covenant, in our places and stations. And the Covenant being intended

and entered into by these kingdoms, as one of the best means of stedfastnesse for

guarding against declining times, it were strange to say that the backsliding of any
should absolve others from the tye thereof, especially seeing our engagement therein

is not only nationall, but also personall, every one with uplifted hands swearing by
himselfe, as it is evident by the tennor of the Covenant.

From these, and other important reasons, it may appear that all these kingdomes
joyning together to abolish that oath by law, yet could they not dispense there-

with ; much lesse can any one of them, or any part in either of them, doc the same.

The dispensing with oathes hath hitherto been abhorred as Antichristian, and never

practised and avowed by any but by that man of sin ; therefore, those who take the

same upon them, as they joyn with him in his sin, so must they expect to partake of

his plagues.

As we shall ever (God willing) be mindfuU of our duty to the faithfuU that ad-

here to the Covenant in England, having them alwayes in our hearts before the

Lord, so we desire to be refreshed with their singlenesse and boldnesse in the cause

of God, according to their places. This is the time of their triall, and the houre of

tentation among them. Blessed shall they be who shall I)e found following the Lamb,
and shall not be ashamed of his testimony. We know in such dark houres many are

drawne away with the multitude, whom the Lord will again purge and make white

;

and we doubt not but many such are in England, whom the bold and clear preach-

ing of Christ may reclaim. Much, therefore, lieth upon the watchmen at this time,

that their trumpet may give a certain and distinct sound, warning and exhorting

every one, as those that must give account. And blessed shall those servants be, who
shall be found faithfnll in their Lord's house, distributing to his houshold what is meet
for this season, and can say they are free of the blood of all men, having shewn thcna

the whole counsell of God, being in nothing terrified of the threats of their adver-

saries. And blessed and happy shall that people be that walk in the hght holden
forth by them, and staye upon the Lord in this dark time, harkning to the voyce
of his servants, and walking in the light of his Word, and not in the sparks of their

owne kindlings, which will end in sorrow. How inexcusable will England be, hav-

ing so foulie revolted against so many faire testimonies which the Lord Christ hath

entred as protestations, to preserve his right in these ends of the earth, long since given

unto him for his possession, and of late confirmed by solenme Covenant. Christ's

right to these kingdomes is surer than that he should be pleaded out of it by pre-

tended liberty of conscience, and his begun possession is more precious to him than

to be satisfied with a dishonourable toleration. All that yet we have seen doth not

weaken our confidence of the Lord s glorifying the house of his glory in these lands,

and of his Son's taking unto him his great power, and reigning in the beauty and
power of his ordinances in this island. His name is Wonderfiill, and so also ai-e his

workes ; we ought not therefore to square them according to our line, but leave them
to him who hatli the government laid upon his shoulder, all whose wayes are judge-
ment, and whose ruling these kingdoms had never yet reason to decline. It is good
for us to be stedfast in our duty, and therein quietly to wait and hope for the salva-

tion of God. The word of promise is sure, (and hath an appointed time,) that " he
that will come, shall come, and will not tarry." There is none hath cause to dis-

trust the Lord's word to his people ; it hath often, to our experience, been tryed in the
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fire, and hath ever come forth with a more glorious histre. Let not, therefore, these

that suffer in England cast away their confidence : they are not the first who have

needed patience after tliat they had done the Lord's will ; but let them strengthen

the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees, and say to the fearfull in heart, " Be
strong, fear not, behold your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recom-

pence : he will come and save you." Now the just shall live by faith, whereas these

that draw back, or become lukewarm in the Lord's work, his soul shall abhorre

them, and he shall spue them out of his mouth. But we perswade ourselves of better

things of these our brethren in England, and pray that the God of peace, who
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, may make them perfect in every good
work to doe his will, working in them that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Act for a Collection for entertaining Highland Boyes at Schooles.

The Generall Assembly, considering that the contribution of fourty shillings, for

entertaining of Highland boyes at schools, in respect of the penury and great indi-

gence of those parts, hath not taken the intended effect ; therefore, in respect of the

necessity and profitablenesse of so pious a work, the Assembly, in lieu of the said

fourty shillings, do appoint and ordain that there be an extraordinary collection at the

kirk doors for that use one Sabbath in the year ; and to that effect, that a certain

Sabbath yearly be appointed and designed, whereupon that collection shall be gathered,

intimation being made by the minister the Sabbath before to prepare for such a col-

lection, and the necessity and usefulnesse thereof being laid out to the people for that

end. And if the collection in any little private congregation shall be lesse then

fourty shillings, the session shall make up what wants of fourty shillings ; and where
the collection is more, it is hereby specially inhibited and discharged that any part

thereof be retained or interverted to any other use whatsomever : And these collections

shall be sent to the persons formerly appointed to receive the fourty shillings, that

they may see the right distribution and employment thereof ; recommending to Pres-

byteries to see this punctually performed, and accompt thereof shall be craved at

Synods and Generall Assemblies. It is alwayes to be remembred that the congrega-

tions exeemed from the fourty shillings are also exeemed from this collection.

Commission for a Conference of Ministers, Lain/ers, and Pliysitians, concerning the Tryal

and Punishment of fVitchcraft, Cliarming, and Consulting.

The Generall Assembly, taking to their serious consideration the growth of the sins

of witchcraft, charming, and consulting, notwithstanding the frequent recommenda-
tions for restraining thereof, and remembring that the Generall Assembly, 1647, did

propose a good way for the tryall and punishment of these sinnes, by appointing con-

ferences with some ministers, lawyers, and physitians in that matter, which hath never

yet taken effect; therefore, the Assembly doth appoint Masters Robert Dowglas,

Robert Blair, Mungo Law, James Hammilton, John Smith, Robert Traill, George

Leslie, John Hamilton, John Duncan, Samuel Rutherfoord, James Wood, John
Leviston, James Guthrie, Andro Cant, David Calderwood, John MoncreifF, Frederick

Carmichael, James Durhame, Patrick Gillespie, Robert Ker, Ephraim Melvill, mini-

sters, to consider seriously of that matter, and to consult and advise therein amongst

themselves, as also with Sir Archbald Johnston of Wariston, Clerk-Register, Mr
Thomas Nicolson, his Majesty's Advocate, Mr Alexander Pierson, one of the Ordi-

nary Lords of Session, Sir Lewes Stewart, Mr Alexander Colvill, and Mr James
Robertson, Justice-Deputes, Masters Rodger Mowet, John Gilmoir, and John Nisbet,

lawyers ; and with Doctors Sibbald, Cunninghame, and Purves, physitians, severally

or together, as occasion shall offer. And the Assembly earnestly requests, and confi-

dently expects, from these learned and judicious lawyers and physitians beforenamed,

their best endeavours and concurrence with their brethren of the miuistrie, for advise

I
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and counscll herein, and for conference in the said matter ; and ordaine the said

brethren to make i-cport of the result of their consultations and conferences from
time to time, as they make any considerable progresse, to the Commission for

Publick Affaires ; and the said Commission shall make report to the next Gcnerall

Assembly.

I Recommendation for Maintenance of Schoolmasters and Precenters.

The Generall Assembly doe humbly recommend to the Parliament or Committee
for Plantation of Churches, that whatever, either in paroches of bm-ghs or landwart,

was formerly given to the maintenance of these who were readers-precentors in con-
gregations, and teachers of schooles, before the establishing of the Directory for Pub-
lick Worship, may not be, in whole or in part, alienat or taken away, but be reserved

for the maintenance of sufficient schoolmasters and precentors, who are to beapproven
by the Presbytery ; and Presbyteries are hereby required to see that none of that

maintenance given to the foresaid uses, or in use to be payed thereunto, before the

estabhshing of the Directory of Worship, be drawn away from the Church.

Act concerning Persons to he admitted Bursars.

The Assembly doe hereby ordaine, that none be sent to universities from Pres-

byteries, nor be admitted as bursars of divinitie, but pious youths, and such as are

known to be of good expectation and approven abilities.

Reference to the Commission for Publick Affaires,for re-examining the Paraphrase of the

Psalmes, and emitting the samefor publiche use.

The Generall Assembly, having taken some view of the new Paraphrase of the

Psalmes in meeter, with the corrections and animadversions thereupon, sent from
severall persons and Presbyteries, and finding that they cannot overtake the review
and examination of the whole in this Assembly ; therefore, now, after so much time
and so great paines about the coiTecting and examining thereof, from time to time
some yeares bygone, that the worke may come now to some conclusion, they do ordain
the brethren appointed for perusing the same during the meeting of this Assembly,
viz.. Masters James Hammiltoun, John Smith, Hew Mackail, Robert Traill, George
Hutcheson, and Robert Lowrie, after the dissolving of this Assembly to goe on in that

worke carefully, and to report their travels to the Commission of the Generall Assem-
bly for Publick Affaires, at their meeting at Edinburgh in November ; and the said

Commission, after perusall and re-examination thereof, is hereby authorized with full

power to conclude and establish the Paraphrase, and to publish and emit the same for

publick use.

Letter to the King's 31ajesty.

Slost gracious Soveraigne,

We, your Majesty's most humble and loyall subjects, the commissioners from all

the Presbyteries in this your Majesty's ancient kingdome, and members of this pre-

sent Nationall Assembly, having expected to finde at our meeting a gracious and
satisfactory returne to those humble representations made to your Majesty at the

Hague, by the commissioners of this Kirk, caiuiot but exprcsse our great soitow and

griefe, that your Majesty's goodnes has been so far abused, as that not only the just

and necessary desires presented by them to your Majesty, which so much concerne

the glory of God, your owne honours and happinesse, the peace and safety of your

^ingdomes, are utterly frustrated, as we perceive by the paper delivered in answer

o them ; but also this xVssembly hath not received "so much as any signification by
ettcr of your Majesty's niinde ; which princely condescension had not wont to be

\ anting in your royall father to former Generall Assemblies, even in times of greatest

2 E
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distance. Our witnesse is in heaven, and record on high, that we are not conscious

to ourselves of any undutifuU thought or disloyall affection, that might have procured

this at your Majesty's hands ; and that, as we doe from our hearts abominate and
detest that horrid i'act of the sectaries against the life of your royall father, our late

soveraigne, so it is the unfained and earnest desire of our soules, that the ancient

monarchical! government of these kingdoms may be established and flourish in your

Majesty's person all the daycs of your life, and be continued in your royall family,

which, by divine Providence, hath, without interruption, reigned over us and our pre-

decessors for so many generations, since the time that we were a kingdom ; and that

there is nothing under the glory of God, and cause of our Lord Jesus Christ, for

which we doe more heartily solicite the throne of grace, or would more readily ex-

pose unto hazard all that is dcarc to us in the world, than for this. And now, though

this very great discouragement might incline us to hold our peace at this time, yet

the tenderncsse and uprightnesse of our affection and love to your Majesty's happi-

nesse, (which many waters cannot quencli,) together with the conscience of our duty

which our Lord and Master has laid upon us, in this our place and station, constrain-

cth us, yea, and your Majesty's owne goodnesse and gracious disposition, whereof

the late commissioners have given us so large a testimony, dotli much encourage us,

to renew our addresses to your Majesty iu this humble, faithful! representation, both

of the great and growing dangers to your roj'all person and throne, and of these duties

which tlic Lord of Lords and King of Kings call for from you, as you would look to

finde favour in his eyes, and to be delivered out of your dcepe distresses.

Our hearts are filled with fears and troubles in your Majesty's behalf, when we
look upon the sad calamities which have been already produced by such wayes and

courses, as we perceive your Majesty is cntred, and in danger to be further led away

into, by the prevalency of evil! councell upon your tender age ;
particularly, your re-

fusing to give satisfaction to the just and necessary desires of the people of God, for

advancing the work of reformation of religion, and establishing and securing the same

in your Majesty's dominions, which is nothing else but to oppose the kingdome of

the Sonne of God, by whom kings doe reign, and to refuse that he should reign

over you and your kingdomes in his pure ordinances of Church government and wor-

ship—your cleaving unto these men as your trustiest counsellors, who, as they have

never had the glory of God, nor good of his people, before their eyes, so now, in all

their vrayes and counsels, are seeking nothing but their owne interests, to the hazard

of the utter subversion of your throne, the ruinc of your royall family, and the desola-

tion of your kingdomes—your owning the practises, and entertaining the person of

that flagicious man, and most justly excommunicate rebel!, James Graham, who has

exercised such horrid cruelty upon your best subjects in this kingdom, which cannot

but Ijring upon your throne the guiltinesse of all the innocent blood shed by him

and his complices—and, above all, that, which we cannot thinlc upon without trem-

bling of heart and horrour of spirit, your settling of late such a peace with the Irisli Pa-

pists, the murderers of so many thousands of your Protestant subjects, whereby not

only they are owned as your good and loyall subjects, but also there is granted unto

them (contrary to the standing lawcs of your royall progenitors, contrary to the com-

mandment of the Most High God, and to the high contempt and dishonor of his Ma-
jesty, and evident danger of the Protestant religion) a full liberty of theirabominable

idolatry ; which cannot be otherwise judged, but a giving of your royall power and

strcngtli unto the Beast, and an accession to all that blood of j'our good subjects

wherewith those sonnes of Babcll have made that land to swim.

We do, in all himiihty, beseech your Majesty to consider and lay to heart

what the month of the Lord of Hosts hath spoken of all the attempts of people,

nations, kings, and rulers, against the kingdom of his Son, that they imagine a

vaine thing, and that he that sitteth in heaven will have them in derision, and

Tex them in his sore displeasure. Consider how he hath blasted and turned

upside downc these yeares bypast, all tlie devices and plots of those men that now

beare the sway in your Majesty's counsels—consider how the anger of God has

been kindled, even against his dearest saints when they have joyned themselves

ti:

i
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to such men as he hateth and has cursed ;—consider how severely he hath threatned

and punished such kings as have associate with idolaters, and leaned unto their

helps. Surely great is the wrath of God, whereof you are in danger; and yet
the Lord, in the riches of his goodnesse, forbearance, and long-suffering, is wait-

ing to be gracious to your Majesty. To-day, if ye will heare his voice, harden not
your heart; but humble your self under the mighty hand of God, lamenting after him
as for the iniquities of your father's house, especially the opposition against the refor-

mation of religion and cause of God, the permitting and practising antichristian idola-

try in the royall family itself, and the shedding of so much blood of the people of

God, so also, for your owne entering to walke in the like courses in the beginning of

your reign. It is high time to fall downe before the throne of grace, seeking to get

your peace made with God through Jesus Christ, whose blood is able to wash awav
all your sins—to walk no longer in the councel of the ungodly, nor cleave to such as

seeke their own things and not the things of Jesus Christ, nor the welfare of your
subjects and government—but to set your eyes upon the faithfull in your dominions,

that such may dwell with you, and be the men ofyour councells—to serve the I^ord

in feare, and kisse the Sonne of God, by a sincere and cordiall contributing ^-our

royall allowance and authority for establishing in all your dominions the reformation

of religion, in doctrine, worship, and government, as it is now agreed upon, according

to the cleare and evident warrant of the Word of God, by the Assembly of Divines

at Westminster, and the Generall Assemblies of this Church ; and also, laying aside

that Service-Book, which is so stuffed with Romish coiTuptions, and conforming your
owne practise, and the worship of God in your royall family, to that Gospel simplicity

and purity which is holden forth from the Word of God in the Directory of Worship
;

and not only to grant your royall approbation to the Covenant of these three king-

domes, (without which your people can never have from you sufficient security, either

for religion or their just liberties,) but also yoiu- selfe to joyne with your people
therein as the greatest security, under heaven, for your person and just greatness, and
to cause all of them stand to it by yoiu- royall command, according to tlie practise of

that gracious King Josiah, to whom we wish your Majesty in these your younger
yeares, and this bcgining of your reign, to look as to an ensample and kingly por-

tract approven of God. These things if your Majest}' do, as we are well assured

that the hearts of all your good subjects in these kingdomcs will be enlarged with all

cheerfuluesse to embrace your person, and submit unto your royall government, so we
darre promise, in the name of our Lord, that you shall finde favour with God, peace,

and joy unspeakable and full of glory to your soule, and deliverance out of your sad
afflictions and deep distresses in due time ; but if your Majesty shall go on in refusing

to hearken to wholesome councels, we must, for the discharge of our conscience, tell

your Majesty, in the humility and gricfe of our hearts, that the Lord's anger is not
turned away, but his hand stretched out still against you and your family. But we
hope, and shall with all earnestnesse and constancy pray for better things from and to

your Majesty. And whatsoever misconstruction (by the mahce of those that desire

not a right understanding and cordiall conjunction between your Majesty and this

Kirk and kingdome) may be put upon our declaration, yet we have the Lord to be
our witnesse, that our pm-pose and intention therein is no other but to warne and
keepe the people of God committed to our care, that they runne not to any course

•which would bring upon themselves the guilt of highest perjury and breach of cove-

nant with God, and could not but prove most dangerous to your Majest}^ and your
government, and involve you in shedding the blood of those who are most desirous to

5reserve your j\[ajesty's person and just right in all your dominions. And now, we
oe, with all carnestnes, beseech jour Majesty that you will follow the courses of

truth and peace ; and that when there is a doore opened for your Majesty to enter to

your royall government over us in peace, with the favour of God, and cordiall love

and embracings of all your good subjects, you will not suffer your selfe to be so farre

abused and misled by the councels of men, who delight in war, as to take a way of

violence and blood, which cannot but provoke the Most High against your Majesty,

and alicnat from you the hearts of your best subjects, who desire nothing more than
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that your Majesty may have a long and happy reign over them, and that they may
hve under you a peaceable and quiet life, in all godlinessc and honestie.

Your Majesty's most loyall suljjects and humble servants, the Ministers

and Elders conveened in this National Assembly of the Kirk of

Scotland.

Edinburgh, August 6, 1649.

Presbyteries and Provincial Assemblies recommended to consider Matters referred

to them.

The Generall Assembly, not having now time to consider the references of preceding

Assemblies, and the most part of Presbyteries not having sent their opinions in writ-,

therefore, do yet againc recommend to Presbyteries and Provinciall Assemblies to

consider all matters refeiTcd by this or by any former Assemblies, and to send their

opinions therein in writ to the next Generall Assembly.

The meeting of the next Generall Assembly is hereby appointed to be at Edin-
burgh, the second Wednesday of July, 1650,

A. Ker.

[The GenerarAssembly met at Edinburgh on the second Wednesday of July 1650, according to the
appointment of the Assembly preceding, but none of the Acts thereof have been printed.

The Assembly again met at St Andrews, July 165 1 , and, after sitting for a few (lays, adjourned to Dundee,
in consequence of the arrival of Cromwell's army in Fife. At Dundee, how ever, the Assembly continued
Its sittings for three days only. Intelligence having been received that the enemy was marching towai'ds

Perth, the business was brought to an abrupt conclusion, and the members obliged immediately to disperse.

Another Assembly met at Edinburgh in July 1652, but against the lawfulness of this, as also of the As-
sembly of 1 65 1 , protestation was taken by several ministers, elders, and professors. Several documents
connected with these two Assemblies are to be found in the Wodrow MSS. A small tract, entitled " Three
Acts of the General Assembly, for promoving the Knowledge of the Grounds of Salvation, and observing

the Rules of Discipline," was published in 1652, and will be reprinted in an Appendi.\ to the present work.
An Assembly met at Edinburgh, July 20, 165.3, concerning which, Mr Baillie thus writes to his friend

Mr Calamy, minister at London :

—" On the 20th of July last, when our Generall Assemblie wes sett

in the ordinarie tyme and place, Lieutenant-Colonell Cotteralt besett the Church with some rattes of mus-
quetiers and a troup of horse ; himself (after our fast, wherein Mr Dickson and Mr Dowglass had two
gracious sermons) entered the Assemblie-house, and, immediately after Mr Dickson the Moderator his

prayer, required audience ; wherein he inquired. If we did sitt there by the authority of the Parliament of

the Commonwealth of England ? or of the Commanders-in-Chiefe of the English forces ? or of the English

Judges in Scotland ? The Moderator replied. That we were ane ecclesiasticall Synod, ane spirituall court

of Jesus Christ, which medled not with any thing civile ; that our authoritie wes i'roni God, and established

by the lawes of the land yet standing unrepealed ; that, by the Solemn League and Covenant, the most of

the English army stood obliedged to defend our Generall Assemblie. When some speeches of this kind

had passed, the Lieutenant-Colonell told us, his order wes to dissolve us ; whereupon he commanded all of

us to follow him, else he would drag us out of the rowme. When he had entered a protestation of this un-

heard-of and une.xampled violence, we did ryse and follow him ; he led us all through the whole streets 8

myle out of the towne, encompassing us with foot-companies of musqueteirs, and horsemen without ; all the

people gazing and mourning as at the saddest spectacle they had ever seen. When he had ledd us a myle

without the towne, he then declared what further he had in commission, that we should not dare to meet

any more above three in number ; and that against eight o'clock to-morrow, we should depart the towne,

under paine of being guiltie of breaking the publick peace : And the day following, by sound of trumpet, we
were commanded oif towne under the paine of present imprisonment. Thus our Generall Assemblie, the

glory and strength of our Church upon earth, is, by your souldiarie, crushed and trod under foot, without

the least provocatione from us, at this time, either in word or deed. For this our hearts are sadd, our

eyes runn downe with water, we sigh to God against whom we have sinned, and wait lor the help of his

hand ; bot from those who oppressed us we deserved no evill."

It was again attempted to have an Assembly at Edinburgh in July 165-1, but before it was constituted,

the commandcr-Iu-chief o. Cromwell's army gave orders to his soldiers to break it up.

—

Eel. 1843.]
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THE TRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, OCTOBER 16, 1090, AND ENDING THE 13tli DAY
OF NOVEMBER NEXT THEREAFTER.

I.

Sess. 1, October 16, 1690, post meridiem.— The Meeting of the General Assemblt/,

and the recording of their Majesties' Commission to John Lord Curmichael; fur repre-

senting their Majesties therein.

This day, being a day of solemn fasting and humiliation, the General Assembly of

the ministers and elders of this Church did, after sermons, (in the forenoon by Mr
Gabriel Cuningham, Moderator of the last General Meeting, and in the afternoon

by Mr Patrick Sympson, Moderator of the preceding General Meeting,) convene in

the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, according to the indiction of an act of the current

Parliament, dated the 7th day of June last, and directions given by the late General

Meeting of the ministers and elders of this Church ; and after praj'er, there was pro-

duced to them by a noble Lord, John Lord Carmichael, their Majesties' commis-

sion for his being their Majesties' High Commissioner and Representative to this

General Assembly, dated at Kensingtoun, the lOlh day of October 1690, which was

with all due respect publicly read ; and Mr Gabriel Cuningham, Moderator for the

time, did, in the Assembly's name, represent to his Grace how great a mercy it was

to this Church and kingdom that their Majesties had countenanced this Assembly
with their authority, and honoured it with a representative of their royal persons,

and the Assembly's great satisfaction with their Majesties' choice of a person so well

qualified and so acceptable to this Assembly, to represent their Majesties therein.

To whom his Grace was pleased to give this return, that it was his firm resolution, in

the capacity wherein their Majesties had now put him, to lay out himself for their

Majesties' service and the good of the Church. The Assembly appointed the said

commission to be recorded in their books, ad futuram rei memoriam ; the tenor

whereof follows :

—

GuLiELMUS et Maria, Dei Gratia, Magnae Britanniae, Francias, et Hibernise, Rex
et Regina, Fideique Defensores, Omnibus probis hominibus, ad quos prajsentes

literse nostrse pervenerint, salutem. Quandoquidem per actum, in secunda sessione

currentis hujus nostri Parliamenti, expeditum, de stabiliendo Ecclcsiaj regimine, in

antiquiore hoc nostro Scotiae regno ; primum Ecclesiffi illius Generalem Conventum,
Edinburgi, tertio die Jovis, mensis Octobris instantis, teneri ordinavimus : Nos autem
(rebus^magni momenti alio vocantibus) in dicto Conventu interesse nequimus: Abunde
vero cupidi, ut idem Generalis Conventus, ad religionem veram reformatam melius

firmandam, pietatem et sanctitatem propagandam, pacem itaque et unitatem, in dicta

ecclesia, et hoc nostro antiquiore regno acquirendam ; methodo debita et regulari,

observetur : Cumque testimoniis perplurimis et probatis, nobis abunde satisfactum sit,

de praeclaris animi dotibus et fide eximia, fidelissimi et dilectissimi nostri consiliarii,

Joannis Domini Carmichael, quibus ad summae fiduciae munus infra expressum, debite

et exacte obcundum et excercendum, usque quaque est adaptatus : Noveritis igitur

nos nominasse et constituisse, sicuti per hasce nostras patentes literas, nominamus et

constituimus eundem Joannem Dominum Carmichael, Supremum nostrum Commis-
sionarium, quoad effectum infra expressum : Damus pariteret conccdimus illi, sacram

nostram personam et authoritatem regiam repra?sentandi, ac pro nobis prrescntiam faci-

endi, locumque nostrum in subsequente Generali Conventu, tanquam Commissiouario

nostro, in hunc effectum specialitcr constituto, tcnendi : Omniaeiue alia ad imperium
et munus commissionarii, pro Gcnerale Ecclcsiaj Conventu pcragcndi, tam plenc,

adeoque libere, in quovis rcspectu, quam quilibet alius ejusdem muneris et characteris

fecerat, sen quovis tempore retroacto facere potuerat, atquc adeo sicuti nosmct ipsi

personaliter praisentes possemus, plenissimani et amplissimam nostram potestatem et

commissioncm. Quajquidem omnia et singula, a dicto Joanne Domino Carmichael,

in hac nostra commissione prosequenda, legitime facienda, nos firmiter approbamus,

rata hubcmus, et liabituri sumus. Omnibus et singulis insuper antedicti Conventus, ct
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Ecclesiae pastoribus et presbyteris, ac^ caeteris quibuscutnque hujus nostri regni subditis,

cujuscunque ordinis seu coiiditionis, ut eundem Joannem Dominum Carmichael,

tanquam Siipremum nostrum Conimissionarium, quoad cffectum et modum supra

mentionatum, agnoscant, colaut, et dicto ipsius audientes se prssbeant, stricte manda-
mus et imperamus. Et denique banc nostram commissionem, a die quo magnum
hujus regni nostri sigillum, presentibus est appensum, ac durante prima dicti Gene-
ralis Conventus Scssione, aut usque donee hfBc nostra commissio per nos revocetur

continuare declaravimus, ac per praesentes declaramus. In cujus rei testimonium,

praesentibus magnum sigillum nostrum appendi mandavimus, apud aulam nostram de

Kensingtoun, decimo die mensis Octobris, anno Domini 1690, regnique nostri anno

secundo.

Per signaturam manu S. D. N. Regis supra signatam.

(Locus sigilli appensi.)

INDORSO.

Sealed at Edinburgh the 16th of October 1690. Alex. Inglis.

Written to the Great Seal, and rcgistrat the 16th day of October 1G90. Dun.
Ronald, Dpt.

11.

Sess. 2, October 17, 1G90, ante meridiem.—His Majesti/s gracious Letter to the

Assembly.

This session his Majesty's gracious letter direct to this General Assembly was-

publicly read and heard with great respect, and appointed to be recorded in the

books of the Assembly ; the tenor whereof follows :

—

William R.

Reverend, trusty, and well-beloved.

Our concern for the good of our ancient kingdom hath been such, that we have

left nothing undone that might contribute to the making of it happy : And, therefore,

having been informed, that differences as to the government of the Church have

caused greatest confusions in that nation, we did willingly concur with our Parlia-

ment in enacting such a frame of it as wasjudged to be most agreeable to the inclina-

tions of our good subjects ; to which, as we have had a particular regard, in coun-

tenancing this Assembly with our authority, and a representative of our royal person,

so we expect that j-our management shall be such as we shall have no reason to repent

of what we have done. A calm and peaceable procedure will be no less pleasing to

us than it bccometh you. We never could be of the mind that violence was suited

to the advancing of true religion ; nor do we intend that our authority shall ever be

a tool to the irregular passions of any party. Moderation is what religion enjoins,

neighbouring churches expect from you, and we recommend to yon. And we assure

you of our constant favour and protection in your following of these methods, which

shall be for the real advantage of true piety and the peace of our kingdoms. Givea

under our royal hand, at our Court at Kensingtoun, the 10th day of October 1690.

By his Majesty's command,
Melvill.

Direct.—To the Reverend, Trusty, and Well-Beloved, Ministers and Elders met in

the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland at Edinburgh.

lU.

Sess. 4, October 18, 1C90, post meridiem.— The Assembly's Answer to his Majesty's

gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your gracious letter, direct to the ministers and elders met here in the General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland, was read and heard among us with all joy and
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tlaankfulness, that the rising and shining again of the royal favonr upon this long

afflicted and distressed Church could possibly inspire : For, as your Majesty's concern

for the good of this your ancient kingdom hath indeed Ijeen such, as nothing can impair

the happy state whereunto you have restored it, save the want of the due sense and un-

derstanding of so great a mercy ; so we do most heartily acknowledge, that through

your Majesty's care and kindness, the Church of Christ therein doth equally partake

of the same blessing. It was the sad confusions, that differences as to the govern-

ment of the Church had caused in this nation, that, according to your Majesty's first

declaration for our relief, moved our gracious God to raise up and prosper you to be

om" glorious deliverer for effectuating the Re-establishment that we now enjoy ; so that

we are persuaded, that it is not more agreeable to the inclinations and conscientious

persuasions of all within this kingdom, who are best affected to your Majesty's pereon

and government, than it is acceptable to God, and will be your Majesty's perpetual

peace and satisfaction. Nor are we less sensible of the particular regard your Ma-
jesty professeth towards us on this occasion, in countenancing this Assembly with

your authority, and a representative of your royal person, for which we most humbly
acknowledge your gracious favour- ; especially that it hath pleased your Majesty to

fix your choice upon a person so well qualified and so acceptable to us. And now,

great Sir, after so many and so great mercies and favours received from God and your

Majesty, we hope we may with confidence assure you, that our management shall

be such as j'our Majesty hath so just reason to expect, and shall never give you cause

to repent of what you have done for us. The God of love, the Prince of peace, with

all the providences that have gone over us, and circumstances that we are under, as

well as your Majesty's most obliging pleasure, require of us a calm and peaceable

procedure. And if, after the violence for conscience sake that we have suffered, and so

much detested, and these grievous abuses of authority in the late reigns, whereby
through some men's irregular passions we have so sadly smarted, we ourselves should

lapse unto the same errors, we should certainly prove the most unjust towards God,
foolish towards ourselves, and ungrateful towards your JNIajesty, of all men on earth.

Great revolutions of this nature must be attended with occasions of complaint, and
even the worst of men are ready to cry out of wrong for their justest deservings ; but

as your Majesty knows these things too well to give us the least apprehension of any
impressions evil report can make ; so we assure j'our Majesty, as in the presence of

God, and in expectation of his dreadful appearance, that we shall study that modera-
tion which your Majesty recommends, as being convinced that it is the duty that re-

ligion enjoins, and neighbouring churches do most justly expect from us ; desiring

in ail things to approve ourselves unto God as the true disciples of Jesus Christ, who,
though most zealous against all corruptions in his Church, was most gentle towards the

persons of men ; and to maintain as much as in us lies peace and concord with all

the Reformed Churches : As likewise, to comply in all obsequious duty, with all that

your Majesty enjoins for the real advantage of true piety and the peace of all your
kingdoms. Heartily wishing that God, who has graciously brought back your Ma-
jesty's person in safty from your late, no less generous than dangerous expedition, for

his cause and truth, with joyful success may still preserve your Majesty and our

most gracious Queen, granting you long life, health, and prosperity, and may esta-

blish your throne, and bless your government, to the glorv of his great name, the

good of all his churches, and the welfare of all your people. Which shall ever be

the earnest prayer of.

May it please your IMajesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most humble subjects.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Hu. Kennedie, Moderator.

IV.

Eadem Sessione.—Apjwintment of a Diet to be kept hy the Asscmbli/ for Prayer.

The General Assembly appoints Monday next, betwixt eight and twelve o'clock
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in the forenoon, to be set apart for prayer, by the members of this Assembly ; and re-

commends to all ihe members to meet in the Assembly-House for that end, at eight

o'clock in the morning.

Scss. 9, October 25, 1690, ante meridiem.— llie Proceedings of the Assembly

aiwnt Mr Thomas Lininc/ and others.

The General Assembly havinp; received a report from the Committee of Overtures,

anent two papers given in to the said Committee, and subscribed by Mr Thomas
Lining, Mr Alexander Shields, and Mr William Boyd, who had followed some
courses contrary to the order of this Church ; whereby " The said Committee, out of

their ardent desire of imion in the Church, recommend to the Assembly the reading

of the shorter of these two papers, in which the forenamed persons oblige themselves,

after the exhiljiting of the larger paper, (which they offer, as they jirofess, for the

exoneration of their consciences,) and laying it down at the Assembly's feet, to be
disposed upon as the Assembly should think fit, that they shall, in all required sub-

mission, subject themselves, their lives and doctrine, to the cognizance of the re-

spective judicatories of this Church, and equally to oppose schism and defection in

any capacity that they should be capable of. Bat the said Committee judgeth the

reading of the larger of the said two papers in full Assembly to be inconvenient, in

regard that though there be several good things in it, yet the same doth also contain

several peremptory and gross mistakes, unseasonable and impracticable proposals, and
uncharitable and injurious reflections, tending rather to kindle contentions than to

compose divisicms. Nevertheless, the said committee gives it as their opinion that the

foresaid offer of the above named persons, their subjection and obedience to the au-

thority of this Church in their respective judicatories, contained in the said shorter

paper, should be entertained and accepted of by the Assembly, and they received in-

to communion with this Church, according to their several capacities."

Likeas, the above named persons having compeared in presence of the Assembly,

and judicially owned and adhered unto their sliorter paper ; and the Assembly having

heard the above written report of the Committee of Overtures, concerning both the

said papers, as also the said shorter paper read in their presence, the General As-
sembly, after mature deliberation, did inianimously, and without a contrary vote, ap-

prove the above written report and opinion of the Committee of Overtures, in the hail

heads thereof; which being intimated to the forenamed persons, they acquiesced there-

to. Upon all which, the following act was made :

—

Act anent Mr Thomas Lining and others.

Whereas Mr Thomas Lhiing, Mr Alexander Shields, and Mr William Boyd, have
presented to this Assembly two papers, one containing the expressions of their pur-

])ose and promise ot being subject to the authority of this Church as formerly consti-

tuted, and now restored, in its several judicatories, the other offered for the exonera-

tion of their consciences ; which paper, containing their submission and subjection,

did, after the exhibition of the other to the Assembly, become binding upon them,

according to the promise therein made. Likeas, after that other and longer paper
had been read before the Committee of Overtures, it was exhibited to and received by
the Assembly, together with the reasons from the said Committee why it should not

be publicly read in full Assembly. Which reasons being duly considered, and the

said other paper of submission and subjection publicly i-ead, and judicially owned by
the forenamed persons, in presence of the Assembly : the Assembly did conclude, by
one single vote, that the foresaid longer paper should not be read ; and that the

abovenamed persons should be received into the fellowship of this Church, on the

terms of submission and subjection contained in the shorter paper: And after passing

of the said vote, and that they were gravely admonished by the Moderator to walk
orderly in time coming, in opposition to all schism and division, it was declared to

them by the Moderator, in the name of the Assembly, that the Assembly did receive
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them into the fellowship of this Church, to enjoy the privileges thereof, and perform

the duties therein, whereof they are or shall be found capable. Whereupon, and at

their desire, it was ordained that this act should be made, and an extract thereof given

to them in good form. Follows the tenor of the said shorter paper :

—

" To the Moderator and remanent Members of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland.

" Right Reverend and Honourable,
" With the greatest earnestness of longing we have desired, and yet with a'patience

perhaps to excess, we have waited for an opportunity to bring our unhappy differences

(of which all parties concerned are weary) to a happy and holy close; and for this

end, to have access to apply ourselves to a full and free General Assembly of this

Church, invested with authority and power, in foro divino et humane, to determine

and cognosce upon them. The want of which, an Assembly constituted in that vigour

to which, through the mercy of God, this venerable national Synod hath arrived, hath

been the greatest let and impediment of our composing these differences, in a wa}',

wherein not only we, but all of the same sentiments, would acquiesce. Now, having

obtained this much longed and long prayed for privilege, we cannot forbear any
longer humbly to accost and address this venerable Assembly, with a free and in-

genuous representation of our minds and desires. The scope of which is, to represent

these things which have been most stumbling to us, for the exoneration of our con-

sciences ; and to declare our design, after we have exhibited our testimony against

these courses, which we understand to have been corruptions and defections in this

Church, and laid it down at the Assembly's feet to be disposed of as their Wisdoms
shall think fit, that we shall, in all required submission, subject ourselves, our lives

and doctrine, to the cognizance of the judicatories of this Church, and shall equally

oppose schism and defection, in any capacity that we shall be foimd capable of. And
here, by these presents, we bind and oblige ourselves faithfully to live in union, com-
munion, and entire subjection, and due obedience in the Lord, to the authority of

this Church, in her respective judicatories ; as witness our hands at Edinburgh, the

22d day of October 1(390.

" Thomas Lining.
" Alexander Sheilds.
« William Boyd."

VL
Sess. 11, October 28, 1690, ante meridiem.—Act anent Ministers that observe not

the Public Orders of the Church.

The Assembly recon)mends it to Presbyteries to take notice of all ministers within

their bounds, whether the late conforming incumbents or others, who shall not ob-
serve fasts and thanksgivings indicted by the Church ; or who shall be found guilty

of any other irregular carriage, in administrating the Sacraments in private, or cele-

brating clandestine marriages, without due proclamation of bans, and to censure them
accordingly.

VII.

Sess. 12, October 29, 1690, ante meridiem.—Act approving several Overtures.

This day, the Overtures following were read in presence of the Assembly.

1. Anent subscribing the Confession of Faith.

" For retaining soundness and unity of doctrine, it is judged necessary that all pro-

bationers licensed to preach, all intrants into the ministry, and all other ministers and
elders received into communion with us, in church government, be obliged to sub-

scribe their approbation of the Confession of Faith, approven by former General As-
semblies of this Church, and ratified in the second session of the current Parliament

;

and that this be recommended to the diligence of the several Presbyteries, and thcj'

appointed to record their diligence thereanent in their respective registers."

2f
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2. Anent Papists.
'

" That it be recommended to Presbyteries to take special notice what Papists are

in their bounds, and that they take pains to reclaim them, and to advert how their

children are educated ; and if need be, to make application to the civil authority con-

cerning them."

3. Anent Celebration of Marriage.

" That the celebration of marriage without due proclamation of bans, according to

order, three several Sabbaths in the respective parishes, be discharged ; and that it

be recommended to Presbyteries to censure the contraveners."

4. Against Profanation of the Sabbath.

" That it be recommended to Kirk-Sessions and Presbyteries carefully to put in

execution the Acts of former General Assemblies against profanation of the Lord's

day, and particularly by unnecessary saiUng and travelling."

5. Anent Markets on Saturdays and Mondays.

" That application be made to the Parliament, for altering all markets in royal

burghs, and other places, on Satm-days and Mondays."

The General Assembly, after mature deliberation, approves of these Overtures,

and recommends and appoints accordingly ; and ordains the same to be ob-

served, and to have the force and strength of an Act and Ordinance of

Assembly.

vni.

Eadem Sessione.—Act approving the Associations of Presbyteries.

The General Assembly allows and approves of the ministers of different Presby-

teries their associating in Presbyteries, ay and until the vacancies of the said Pres-

byteries be filled ; and declares them to have the authority and power of Presbyteries

respectively ; and that, notwithstanding that according to the old platform, the said

ministers do reside in the bounds of different Presbyteries.

IX.

Sess. 15, October 31, 1690, ante meridiem.—Act against Ministers removing out

of this Church.

The General Assembly does hereby appoint that no ministers, who have actual

standing and absolute relations to any charge in the Chmxh of Scotland, shall remove

out of the kingdom, without the consent of the respective judicatories of this Church.

X.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the Administration of the Sacraments.

The General Assembly, considering that the two Sacraments that Christ hath ap-

pointed under the New Testament, viz.. Baptism and the Lord's Supper, are his

solemn ordinances, and seals of the covenant of grace, (which is held forth in the

preaching of the Gospel,) and that in the use of them the parties receiving them are

solemnly devoted and engaged to God, before angels and men, and are solemnly re-

ceived as members of the Church, and do entertain communion with her ; and that

by the authority of this Church, in her former Assemblies, the private use of them

hath been condemned : As also, that by allowing the private use of the same, in pre-

tended cases of necessity, the superstitious opinion is nourished that they are neces-

sary to salvation, not only as commanded duties, but as means without which salvation

cannot be attained. Therefore, the Assembly hereby discharges the administration of

the Lord's Supper to sick persons in their houses, and all other use of the same, ex-

cept in the public assemblies of the Church ; and also, do discharge the admini-

stration of Baptism in private, that is, in any place, or at any time, when the congre-
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gation is not orderly called together to wait on the dispensing of the Word. And
appoints that this be carefnlly observed, when and wherever the Lord giveth his

people peace, liberty, and opporlunity for their pubhc assemblies. And ordains this

present act to be publicly intimated in all the churches.

XI.

Sess. 24, November 11, I d^O, post meridiem.—Act approving Overtures anent the

Irish Bibles, &;c.

This day the overtures following, anent the Irish Bibles, New Testaments, and

Catechisms, were read in presence of the Assembly:

—

" 1. That a letter of thanks be written to these concerned, whether in this or our

neighbour nation, for their care of and liberal charity towards the Highlanders of this

kingdom, in their so liberally contributing for the said Irish Bibles, &c. ; and that

Mr David Blair be appointed to write the said letter in the name of this Assembly'.

" 2. The whole money so charitably contributed being expended. Therefore, and

for making up of the same, and for defraying of the necessary charges of transporting

the said liibles, &c., to Scotland, it is thought most needful that there be an advance

of one thousand pounds Scots, and that their Majesties' Privy Council be supplicated

for as much of some vacant stipends of ^parishes where the King is patron as will

make up the said sum for the ends foresaid.

" 3. That it be recommended to the kirk-sessions, heritors, and others concerned

,in the Highlands, to see the Act of Parliament anent erecting of schools in every

parish duly executed, and the funds established by law for the same made effectual.

'' 4. That it be recommended to the agent for the Kirk to receive the foresaid sum,

and to disburse the same, at the sight of Mr John Law and Mr David Blair, for the

said use ; and also to receive the books above mentioned, being three thousand

Bibles, one thousand New Testaments, and three thousand Catechisms, from
London.

" 5. That the several Synods who have Highland parishes in their bounds appoint

one of their number to receive their proportion of the said Bibles, New Testaments,

and Catechisms ; and that, in order thereto, the ministers and elders having interest

in the Highlands, present in this Assembly, shall meet and appoint some to receive

these Bibles, Sic, and proportion the number that each parish shall have thereof.

" 6. That it be recommended to the ministers concerned in the Highlands to dis-

patch the whole Paraphrase of the Irish Psalms to the press. And if the principal

copy can be recovered, to expede the same ; but that any other copy they have be

revised by the Synod of Argyle, and, being approven by them, that the same be
printed."

The Assembly, having considered these Overtures, they approve thereof,

and recommend and appoint accordingly.

XIL

Sess. 25, November 12, 1690, post meridiem.—Act anent a Solemn National Fast

and Humiliation, with the Causes thereof.

The General Assembly, having taken into their most serious consideration the late

great and general defection of this Church and kingdom, have thought fit to appoint

a day of solemn humiliation and fasting, for confession of sins, and making suppli-

cation to our gracious God to forgive and remove the guilt thereof; in order whcrc-
unto, they have ordained the confession of sins, and causes of fasting following, to be
duly intimated and published ; recommending it most earnestly to all persons, both
ministers and others, that every one of us may not only search and try our own hearts

and ways, and stir up ourselves to seek the Lord, hut also in our stations, and as

we have access, deal with one another in all love and tenderness, to prepare for so

great and necessary a duty, that we may find mercy in God's sight, and he may be
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graciously reconciled to our land in the Lord Jesus, and take delight to dwell

among us.

Although our gracious God hath of late, for his own name sake, wrought great and

wonderful things for Britain and Ireland, and for this Church and nation in parti-

cular, yet the inhabitants thereof have cause to remember their own evil ways, and
to loathe themselves in their own sight for their iniquities.

Alas ! we and our fathers, our princes, our pastors, and people of all ranks, have

sinned, and have been under great transgression to this day ; for though our gracious

God shewed early kindness to this land, in sending the Gospel among us, and after-

ward in our reforuiation from Popish superstition and idolatry ; and it had the honour,

beyond many nations, of being, after our first reformation, solemnly devoted unto God,

both prince and people ; yet we have dealt treacherously with the Lord, and been

unstedfast in his Covenant, and have not walked suitably to our mercies received from

him, nor obligations to him. Through the mercy of God this Church had attained

to a great purity of doctrine, worship, and government ; but this was not accompanied

with suitable personal reformation, neither was our fruit answerable to the pains taken

on us by word and work. We had much Gospel preaching, but too little Gospel

practice ; too many went on in open wickedness, and some had but a form of godli-

ness, denj'ing the power thereof; many also, who had the grace of God in truth, fell

from their first love, and fell under sad languishings and decays ; and when, for our

sins, the anger of the Lord had divided us, and we were brought under the feet of

strangers, and many of our brethren killed, and others taken captive and sold as slaves,

yet we sinned still ; and after we were freed from the yoke of strangers, instead of re-

turning to the Lord, and being led to repentance by his goodness, the land made open
defection from the good ways of the Lord ; many behaved as if they had been de-

livered to work abomination ; the flood-gates of impiety were opened, and a deluge

of wickedness did overspread the land. Who can, without grief and shame, remember
the shameful debauchery and drunkenness that then was ? And this accompanied

with horrid and hellish cursing and swearing, and followed with frequent filthiness,

adulteries, and other abominations ; and the reprover was hated, and he that departed

from iniquity made himself a reproach or prey. And when by these, and such like

corrupt practices, men's consciences were debauched, they proceeded to sacrifice the

interest of the Lord Jesus Christ and privileges of his Church to the lusts and will

of men—the supremacy was advanced in such a vv-ay, and to such an height, as never

any Christian church acknowledged—the government of the Church was altered, and

Prelacy (which hath been always grievous to this nation) introduced, without the

Church's consent, and contrary to the standing acts of our National Assemblies, both

which the present Parliament hath (blessed be God) lately found ; and yet, never-

theless, of the then standing ISIinistry of Scotland many did suddenly and readily

comply with that alteration of the government, some out of pride and covetousness,

or man-pleasing, some through infirmity or weakness, or fear of man, and want of

courage and zeal for God. Many faithful ministers were thereupon cast out, and many
insufficient and scandalous men thrust in on their charges, and many families ruined,

because they would not own them as their pastors.

And, alas ! it is undeniable there hath been under the late Prelacy a great decay

of piety, so that it was enough to make a man be nicknamed a fanatic if he did not

run to the same excess of riot with others.

And should it not be lamented, for it cannot be denied, that there hath been in

some a dreadful atheistical boldness against God, some have disputed the being of

God and his Providence, the Divine ainhoiity of the Scriptures, the life to come, and

immortality of the soul, yea, and scoffed at these things.

There hath been also an horrid profanation of the holy and dreadful name of

God, by cursing and swearing. Ah ! there hath been so much swearing and forswear-

ing amongst us, that no nation under heaven hath been more guilty in this than we

;

some by swearing rashly or ignorantly ; some falsely, by breaking their oaths, and im-

posing and taking ungodly unlawful oaths and bonds, whereby the consciences of

many have been polluted and seared ; and many ruined and oppressed for refusing

and not takiuG; them.
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There hath also been a great neglect of the worship of God, too much in public,

but especially in famihes and in secret.

The wonted care of religious sanctifying the Lord's Day is gone ; and, in many
places, the Sabbath hath been and is shamefully profaned.

Tiie land also hath been full of bloody crimes, and cities full of violence, and much
innocent blood shed, so that blood touched blood ; yea, Sodom's sins have abounded
amoniTst us : pride, fulness of bread, idleness, vanities of apparel, and shameful sen-

suality filled the land.

And, alas I how great hath been the cry of oppression and unrighteousness. Ini-

quity hath been established by a law ; there hath been a great perverting of justice,

by making and executing unrighteous statutes and acts; and sad persecutions of many
for their conscience towards God.

It is also matter of lamentation, that, under this great defection there hath been

too general a fainting, not only amongst professors of the Gospel, but also amongst

ministers ; yea, even amongst such, who, in the main things, did endeavour to main-

tain their integrity, in not giving seasonable and necessary testimony against the de-

fections and evils of the time, and keeping a due distance from them ; and some, on
the other hand, managed their zea.1 with too little discretion and meekness.

It is also matter of humiliation, that when differences fell out amongst these who
did own truth, and bear witness against the course of defection, they were not

managed with due charity and love, but with too much heat and bitterness, injurious

reflections used against pious and worthy men on all hands, and scandalous divisions

occasioned, and the success of the Gospel greatly obstructed thereby, and some dan-

gerous principles drunk in. And after all this, there were shameful advances towards

Popery ; the abomination of the mass was set up in many places, and Popish schools

erected, and several fell to idolatry.

And though the Lord hath put a stop to the course of defection, and of his great

mercy given us some reviving from our bondage, yet we have sad cause to regret

and bemoan that few have a due sense of our mercy, or walk answerable thereto; tew

are turned to the Lord in truth, but the wicked go on to do wickedly. And there is

found amongst us to this day shameful ingratitude for our mercies, horrid impeni-

tency under our sins
;

j'ea, even among those who stand most up for the defence of

the truth ; and amongst many in our armies there is woful profancness and de-

bauchery. And though we profess to acknowledge there can be no pardon of sins,

no peace and reconciliation with God, but by the blood of Jesus Christ, yet few know
him, or see the necessity and excellency of the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ

;

few see their need of him, or esteem, desu-e, or receive him as he is offered in the

Gospel ; few are acquainted with faith in Jesus Christ, and living by faith on him,

as made of the Father unto us wi?dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp-
tion ; and few walk as becometh the Gospel, and imitate our holy Lord in humility',

meekness, self-denial, heave uly-mindedness, zeal for God, and charity towards men

;

but as there is even until now a great contempt of the Gospel, a great barrenness

under it, so a deep security under our sin and danger, a great want of piety toward

God, and love toward men, with a woful selfishness, every one seeking their own
things, few the things of Christ, or the public good, or one another's welfare ; and,

finally, the most part more ready to censure the sins of others than to repent of their

own.

Our iniquities are increased over our heads, and our trespasses are grown up unto

jthe heavens ; they are many in numlier, and heinous in their nature, and grievously

i^gravated, as having been contrary to great light and love, under signal mercies and
'judgments, after confession and supplication, and notwithstanding of our profession,

promises, and solemn vowing, and covenanting with God to the contrary'.

Have we not, then, sad cause of deep sorrow and humiliation ? and may we not

fear, if we do not repent, and turn from the evil of our ways, and return to the

Lord with all our hearts, that he return to do us evil, after he hath done us good,

and be angry with us, until he hath consumed us?
Let us, therefore, humble ourselves by fasting and praying ;—let us search out

our sins, and consider our ways, and confess these and our other sins with sorrow
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and detestation ;—let us turn unto the Lord with fasting and weeping, and with

mourning ;—^let us firmly resolve, and sincerely engage, to amend our ways and

doings, and return unto the Lord our God with all our heart, and earnestly pray that,

for the blood of the Lamb of God, our sins may be forgiven, and our backslidings

healed, and we may yet become a righteous nation, keeping the truth, that religion

and righteousness may flourish, and love and charity abound, and all the Lord's people

may be of one mind in the Lord ; and in order to all these, that the Word of the

Lord may have free course and be glorified, and that the preaching of the Word and

dispensing of the sacraments may be accompanied with the wonted presence, power,

and blessing of the Spirit of the Lord ;—that the Lord would preserve and bless our

gracious King and Queen, William and ]\Iary, and establish their throne by right-

eousness and religion, and grant to these nations peace and truth together ; and for

that end, bless and prosper his Majesty's councils, and forces, by sea and land, and

these of the princes and states his allies, for God and his truth ;—that inferior^rulersB

may rule in the fear of God, and judges be clothed with righteousness; and that'

many faithful labourers may be sent out into the Lord's vineyard; and they who are

sent may find mercy to be faithful and be blest with success ;—that familie smay be

as little "cluu-clies of Christ ; and that the Lord would pour out his Spirit on all ranks

of people, that they may be holy in all manner of conversation, and God may delight

to dwell amongst us, and to do us good.

And while we pray for ourselves, let us not forget our brethren in foreign churches,

with whom, alas ! we" had too litde sympathy ; nay, let us pray that all the ends of

the earth may see the salvation of God ;—and that he would bring his ancient people

of the Jews to the acknowledgment of Jesus Christ ;—and that he would hasten the

ruin of Romish Babylon, and advance the reformation in Christendom, and pre-

serve and bless the Reformed Chmxhes ;—that he would pity his oppressed people,

the French Protestants, and gather them out of all places whither they have been

scattered in the cloudy and dark day ;—and that he would be the defence, strength,

and salvation of any of his people who are in war or danger, by infidel or Popish

adversaries, in Europe or America ;—and, in particular, that the Lord would be gra-

cious to L-eland, and sanctify to his people there both their distress and deliverance,

and perfect what concerncth them ;— that he would convert the natives there to the

truth, reduce that land to peace, and appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks to

Britain.

For all these causes and reasons, the General Assembly hath appointed the second

Thursday of January' next to be observed in all the congregations of this Church and
nation as a day of solemn fasting, and humiliation and prayer ; beseeching and ob-

testing all, both pastors and people of all ranks, to be sincere and serious in humilia-

tion and supplication, and universal i-cformation, as they would wish to find mercy of

the Lord, and have deserved wrath averted, and would obtain the blessing of the

Lord upon themselve's and posterity after them ; and that the Lord may delight in us,

and our land may be as married to him. And ordains all ministers, either in kirks or

meeting-houses, to read this present act publicly from the pulpit, a Sabbath or two

before the said day of humihation ; and that the several Presbyteries take care that it

be carefully obsei-ved in their respective bounds. And where, in regard of vacancies,

the day hereby appointed cannot be observed, the Assembly appoints the said hu-

miliation to be kept some other day with the first convenient opportunity ; and ap-

points the Commission of Visitation to apply to the Council for their civil sanction

to the observation thereof.

xin.
'

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Sentences past against Ministers from the year 1650, ^-Chi

The General Assembly docs hereby declare all sentences past against any mini-

sters, liinc inde, by any Church judicatory upon the account of the late differences

among Presbyterians, from the year 1650 till the re-introduction of Prelacy, to be
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of themselves void and null, to all effects and intents : And, sicklike, the General

Assembly hereby recommends to the respective Presbyteries to take care that

such of these ministers, as are not otherways disposed of by the Church, return

to the exercise of their ministry in their respective congregations ; and also hereby

recommends to the civil magistrate that the said ministers may have the legal main-

tenances and stipends where they served.

XIV.

Sess. 26, November 13, 1690, post meridiem.— The Assembly's Letter to his Majesti/.

May it please your Majesty,

The happiness we have had by your JNIajesty's influence, as an instrument in the

hand of God towards us for good, and the countenance you have given us in holding

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, doth encourage us to make appli-

cation again to your Majesty ; that as, in our answer to your gi-acious letter direct to

us in the entrance of this Assembly, we engaged to your Majesty that in all things

that should come before us we would carry with that calmness and moderation which

becometh the ministers of the Gospel of peace, and which your Majesty did so effectu-

ally recommend to us ; so now, in the close of this our Assembly, we presume to ac-

quaint your Majesty, that, through the good hand of God upon us, we have in a great

measure performed accordingly ; having applied ourselves, mostly and especially, to

what concerned this whole Church, and endeavoured, by all means ecclesiastical and
proper for us, to promote the good thereof, together with the quiet of the kingdom,
and your Majesty's satisfaction and contentment. And God hath been pleased to

bless our endeavours, in our receiving to the unity and order of this Church some who
had withdrawn, and now have joined with us and promised subjection ; and in pro-

viding for the propagation of religion, and the knowledge of God, in the most barba-

rous places of the Highlands, which may be the surest way of reducing these people

also unto your Majesty's obedience ; and especially in regulating the ministers of this

Church, after so great revolutions and alterations ; for we have, according to the use

and practice of this Chiu-ch, ever since the first reformation from Popery, appointed

visitations both for the southern and northern parts of this kingdom, consisting of

the gravest and most experienced ministers and elders, to whom we have given in-

structions about the late Conformists, that none of them shall be removed from their

places but such as are either insufficient, or scandalous, or erroneous, or supinely

neghgent ; and that these of them be admitted to ministerial communion with us,

who, upon due trial, and in a' competent time for that trial, shall be found to be ortho-

dox in doctrine, of competent abilities, of a godly, peaceable, and loyal conversation,

and who shall be judged faithful to God and to the government, and who shall like-

wise promise to own, submit unto, and concur with it. We have also taken care,

that all persons who shall be found to have received wi-ong, in any inferior judicatory

of this Church, shall be duly redressed. Other things, which are not of so universal a

concern, we have delayed till the next General Assembly. This account, great Sir,

we look upon ourselves as obliged to give unto your Majesty, for that great good-

ness you have been pleased to express, in giving such countenance to ihis Asseml)ly,

and in appointing such a Commissioner to represent your royal person, who hath been
in all his conduct in this affair most acceptable unto us. That God may bless your

Majesty and our most gracious Queen with all blessings, which concern both this life

and the life to come, is the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most humble,

and most obedient subjects and servants.

Subscribed in name, and at the appointment of the General Assembly, by

Hu. Kennedie, Moderator.
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XV.

Eadem Sessione.—Instructions to the Commission for Visitations on the South mid North
sides of Tay.

The following instructions to the Commission for Visitations on this side of Tay
were read in presence of the Assembly :

—

" 1. That there be appointed by the Assembly a delegated number of the most ex-

perienced ministers and elders. This number to be forty ministers and twenty ruling

elders, fifteen of them to a quorum, ten of these being always ministers ; and that

they, at their fii'st session, choose their moderator and clerk ; and for the sub-committee

betwixt the quarterly meetings, nine to be the quorum, six of these being always •

ministers.
" 2. That the work of this commission for visitations be to take 'to their cogniz-

ance all references and appeals, and other things, which being stated before this As-

sembly, shall by them be specially refeiTed to the said commission to determine the

same.
" 3. That the commission give their opinion to all Presbyteries and Synods who

shall apply to them for the same in difficult cases ; and though Presbyteries shall not

apply, yet, if the commission shall be informed of any precipitant or unwarrimtable

procedure of Presbyteries in processes, which may prove of ill consequence to the

Church, the commission shall interpose their advice to such Presbyteries, to sist such

procedure till either the Synod or next General Assembly take cognizance of it ; if

the said commission shall not find a present fit expedient to direct them for bring-

ing the matter sooner to a right conclusion.

" 4. That in discussing references, appeals, and bills, they take care to purge out

all who, upon due trial, shall be found to be insufficient, supinely negligent, scan-

dalous, or erroneous.
" 5. That this commission shall have power of visiting any ministers within the

bounds of any Presbyteries on this side of the water of Tay, as they shall find need ;

and that this power reach Presbyterians as well as others.

" 6. That they shall be careful that none shall be admitted by them to ministerial,

communion, or to a share of the government, but such as, upon due trial, (for which

the commission is to take a competent time,) shall be found to be orthodox in their

doctrine, of competent abilities, having a pious, godly, loyal, and peaceable conversa-

tion, as becometh a minister of the Gospel, of an edifying gift, and whom the com-
mission shall have ground to believe will be true and faithful to God and the govern-

ment, and diligent in their ministerial duties ; and that all who shall be admitted to

'

the ministry, or shall be received to a share in the government, shall be obliged to

own and subscribe the Confession of Faith, and profess their submission to and will-

ingness to join and concur with the Presbyterian Church government.
" 7. That they be very cautious of receiving informations against the late Confor-

mists, and that they proceed in the matter of censure very deliberately, so as none
may have just cause to complain of their rigidity

;
yet, so as to omit no means of in-

formation ; and that they shall not proceed to censure, but upon relevant libels and
sufficient probation.

" 8. That this commission do not take on them to meddle with any thing not

expressed in their commission ; and that it be declared, that this commission is only

given ad hunc effectum ct j)ro prcBsenti Eccksia statu.

" 9. That this commission be in all their actings accountable to and censurable by
the next ensuing General Assembly.

" 10. That this commission continue till the first of November next; and in case

the General Assembly intervene, then this commission is to terminate at the meeting

of this said Assembly."

The General Assembly approves these instructions for the said Commission for

Visitations on the south side of Tay ; and ordains the same also to serve for

the Visitors that are to be appointed for the north.
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XVI.

Eadem Sessione.— Commissionfor Visitations on the South Side of Tay.

The General Assembly, considering that there are many important and weighty

affairs, processes, appeals, and references, tabled before this Asseni./ •, which the

Assembly could not overtake for want of time to consider them maturely ; does,

therefore, nominate and authorize a commission of ministers and elders, for visitation

of the whole Presbyteries on the south side of Tay, viz., Mr Hugh Kenned\'^, Mr
John Veatch, Mr John Law, Mr Gabriel Semple, Mr Gilbert Rule, Mr James Kir-

toun, Mr William Areskyne, Mr William Weir, Mr William Crichtoun, Mr John
Anderson, of Perth, Mr Alexander Pitcairn, ]Mr Richard Howison, Mr George
Campbel, IMr John Lawrie, Mr Archibald Hamiltoun, Mr Patrick Peacock, Mr
John Spalding, Mr Michael Bruce, ]\Ir Gabriel Cuningham, Mr Patrick Warner,

Mr Alexander Forbes, Mr John Hutcheson, Mr William Eccles, Mr James Veatch,

Mr Patrick Sympson, Mr jNIatthew Crawford, Mr William Legat, IMr Niel Gillies,

Mr Thomas Forrester, IMr Andrew Mortoun, Mr Robert Duncanson, Mr John Ban-
natyne, Mr William Ker, Mr William Vilant, Mr Robert Rule, Mr James Frazer,

Mr George Meldrum, at Kilwinning, Mr David Blair, IMr Samuel Nairn, Mr Edward
Jamieson, Mr James Rymer, Ministers ; and the Earl of Crawford, the Earl of Suther-

land, the Viscount of Arbuthnot, the Lord Halcraig, the Lord Aberuchil, the Laird

of Ormistoun, Sir John Hall, Provost of Edinburgh, Sir John Riddel, the Laird of

Grecnknows, Archibald IMuir, late Bailie of Edinburgh, James M'Lurg, Dean of

Guild, George Stirling, Deacon Convener, the Laird of Naughtoun, the Laird of

Meggans, the Laird of Leuquhat, Sir Thomas Stewart, the Lai:d of Glanderstoun,

the Laird of Lamingtoun, Provost Muir of Air, and the Laird of Grange Hamiltoun,
Ruling Elders;— to meet for their first diet at Edinburgh ths fourteenth day of
November instant, fifteen of them being a quorum, whereof ten z.~e to be always
ministers; and of their sub-committee in the interval of their quarterly meetings, nine

to be a quorum, six; of these being always ministers, who only are to ripen and
prepare matters for the quarterly meetings ; and their next cr.arterly meeting to

be at Edinburgh the third Wednesday of January thereafter ; r.nd their next quar-

terly meeting to be on the third Wednesdaj' of April : And if r.f.^rwards the said

commission shall think fit to appoint other quarterly meetings, thev may do as they
see expedient ; with full power to them, and their sub-commission foresaid, to give

warrant for citing parties upon fifteen free days. And the said commission being
only appointed ad hunc effecium et pro prcBsenti EcclesicB statu, Therefore, the

Assembly recommends particularly to the said commission to take cognizance of,

and finally determine in the particulars following, specially committed and referred

to them by this Assembly, viz., the purging and planting of the city and Presbytery
of Edinburgh ; the transportation of Mr Robert Wyllie to Hamilton ; the processes

of the heritors and people of Peebles ; the processes of Mr Thomas Wood at Dun-
bar, of jMr Robert Spotswood at Abbotsrule, Mr John Bowes at Abbotsliall, Mr
Patrick Lyon at Kinghorn, Mr Symon Cowpar at Dunfermline, Mr William Craw-
ford at I^adykirk, Mr James Orr at Huttoun, Mr Adam Peacock at IMorbatde, Mr
Daniel Urquhart at Clackmannan, ]Mr Ge'?rgc Monn at Dollar, Mr George Shaw at

Logic, iMr Alexander Ireland at Fossoway and Tillibole, Mr Robert Sharp at

^duckart, Mr James Grahame at Dunfermline, Sir George Gray -j.t Beith, Mr John
ionro at Stirhng, and ]Mr John Skirmer at Bothkenncr ; the petition of the iMagi-

ates of Perth and reference anent IMr John Anderson there ; the processes of Mr
illiam Alison ft Kilbucho, and Mr James Coupar at Humbie ; some references of

the Cynod of Mersc and Teviotdalc to the Assembly, viz., one anent Dr Canaries,

and another anent Mr Purktoun and IMr Jamison's returning to their charges, or else

to demit; and a third anent IMr William Crawford deposed, to procure him seme
livelihood, because of his age and infirmity, and some others given in to the cerk
therewith from the said Synod ; the affair anent iMr Duncan Campbel and the pa-
rishes of Dunoon and Kilmunn ; the process of IMr Robert Glasfoord at Aucluc'r-

deren ; the reference from the Presbytery of Stirling for advice anent iMr Piitiick

2 a
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Conpar ; the petitions of Mr William Hamiltoun and Mr Hugh Nisbet ; the petition

of Mr Alexander Strang, anent his clerk's fees. This commission is also to correspond
with the State, anent fasts and thanksgivings, and their causes, if the occasions thereof

fall out dm-ing the time of their sitting ; also to take the monitory paper to considera-

tion, and see what use is to be made of it ; to consider what acts of Assembly are

fit to be printed togethei', and order the same ; to consider the Form of Process,

being first revised by the Lord Aberuchil and the Lord Halcraig ; and to apply to

the Privy Council for their civil sanction to the observation of the fast. And this

commission is to walk in all things according to the particular instructions given
unto them by this Assembly, and in all their actings they shall be accountable to and
censurable by the next General Assembly. And this commission to continue till

the first of November next, or the diet that shall be appointed for the next General
Assembly.

XVIL

Eadem Sessione Commission for Visitations on the North Side of Tay.

The General Assembly, taking to their consideration the necessity of purging and
planting of the churches on the north side of Tay, do, by their ecclesiastical autho-

rity, nominate, appoint, and authorise, their reverend brethren, Mr Hugh Kennedy,
Mr John Law, Mr William Crichtoun, Mr Edward Jamieson, Mr Robert Rule, Mr
James Rymer, Mr James Frazcr, Mr Alexander Forbes, Mr John Anderson at

Perth, Mr George Mcldrum at Kilwinning, Mr Thomas Ramsay, Mr Andrew
Bowie, Mr Robert Young, Mr William Legat, and Mr William Mackie, Ministers ;

and the Lord Viscount of Arbuthnot, the Laird of Meggins, the Laird of Naugh-
toun, the Laird of Leuquhat, and the Laird of Greenknows, Ruling Elders, to join

with the ministers and elders in the north, after-mentioned, viz. Mr John Stewart,

Mr James Urquhart, Mr Alexander Dunbar, Mr Alexander Frazer, Mr Thomas
Hogg, Mr Hugh Henryson, Mr William Mackay, Mr Walter Dinnoon, Mr George
Meldrum of Glass, Mr Arthur Mitchell, Mr William Ramsay, Mr Francis Melvil,

and Mr John M'Culloch, Ministers ; together with the Earl of Sutherland, the

Laird of Brodie, the Laird of Grant, the Laird of Grange Dunbar, the Laird of

Eight, the Laird of CuUoden, the Laird of DalfoUy, the Laird of Park-Hay, Sir John
Monro, Sir George Monro, Sir Robert Gordon of Embo, David Frazer of Mains,

Mr John Campbel of Moy, Hector Monro of Drummond, Alexander Duff of

and Robert Martyne of Burnbrae, Ruling Elders ; to be a Commission for visiting

the whole Presbyteries on the north side of the water of Tay, in planting vacant

churches, constituting elderships in congregations, trying and purging out of insuf-

ficient, negligent, scandalous, and erroneous ministers, by due course of ecclesiasti-

cal process and censures, according to the particular instructions given them there-

anent ; and, for that effect, to have their first diet of meeting at Aberdeen the second

Wednesday of March next, and thereafter to appoint their own diets and places of

meeting, as they see expedient ; with full power to them, or their quorum, being

seven ministers and three ruling elders, to issue out warrants for citing of parties,

upon fifteen free days, to cognosce, determine, and finally decide, in planting of va-

cant churches, constituting elderships, and trying and purging out all insufficient,

negligent, scandalous, and erroneous ministers, conform to the particular instructions

given them thereanent ; they being always accountable to and censurable by the

next General Assembly of this Church; and this Commission to continue till the

first of November next, or the diet that shall be appointed for the next General

Assembly. -^

XVHL
Eadem Sessione.— Commission for Mr Gilbert Rule and Mr David Blair, to wait upon

his Mojesfy anent the Affairs of this Church.

The General Assembly, judging it expedient to send two of their number to Lon-

I
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don, to attend his Majesty aneut [the affairs of this Church, does, therefore, nomi-

nate and appoint their reverend brethren, jNIr Gilbert Rule, one of the ministers of

the city of Edinburgh, and Principal of the College thereof, and Mr David Blair, an-

other of the ministers of the said city, with all convenient speed to repair to London,

to attend his Majesty for the end foresaid ; and refers the instructions to be given

them, and what other things concern their journey, to the Commission for Visitations

on the south side of Tay appointed by this Assembly.

This Assembly being dissolved, and the next General Assembly appointed to be

held at Edinburgh the first day of November next to come, the members were dis-

missed with prayer, singing of the 133d Psalm, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected, visied, and extracted firom the Records of the said Assembly, by
me, John Spalding, CI. Si/n. Nutioiud.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MARCH 29, 1694*

Sess. 1, March 29, 1694, post meridiem.— The recording of their Majesties Commission

to John Lord Carmichael, for representing their Majesties in this General Assembly.

This day, the General Assembly of this National Church being met and constituted,

there was produced to them by a noble Lord, John Lord Carmichael, their Majesties'

commission, under the Great Seal of the Kingdom of Scotland, nominating and
appointing him to be their Majesties' High Commissioner and representative in this

General Assembly : Which Commission was publicly read, with all due honour and
respect ; and the General Assembly appointed, and hereby appoints, the said com-
mission to be recorded in the books of the General Assembly, therein to remain, ad
futuram rei memoriam, whereof the tenor follows :

—" Gulielmus et Maria," &c.

n.

Eadem Sessions.—Appointment of a Diet to be kept b>j the Assembly for Prayer.

The General Assembly appoints to-morrow, being Friday, betwixt nine and twelve
o'clock in the forenoon, to be set apart for public prayer by the members of this As-
sembly ; and recommends to all the said members to meet timeously in the Assem-
bly-House for that effect.

in.

The General Assembly's Letter to his Majesty,

* The Assembly did not meet on the 1 st of November 1 69 1 , the day appointed by the Assembly of 1 690.
I In consequence of the proposed Commissioner being called to London to meet his Majesty on his return to
Britain, a royal proclamation was issued, adjourning the Assembly to the 15th of January 1692, when it

laccordingly met, and sat till the 13th of February, on which day it was dissolved by the Earl of Lothian,
ISoyal Commissioner. No day was named by the Commissioner for another Assembly, but the Moderator,
Ibefore dissolving in the name of Jesus Christ, did, with concurrence of the members of Assembly, appoint
Ithe next meeting to be held at Edinburgh on the third Wednesday of August 1G93. The Assembly, how-
lever, did not meet at that time, but the Privy Council, by order of the King, who was then abroad, issued

la proclamation indicting a meeting to tahe place on the 6th of December following, which meeting was,
lin consequence of his Majesty being detained from Britain beyond expectation, farther adjourned by roval
proclamation to the 29th of March 1694. The Acts of the Assembly 1692 were not printed Ed. 1843.
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IV.

JEadeni Sessione.—Act anent the giving in of Commissions.

The General Assembly, taking to consideration how inconvenient it is that the rolls

of the Assembly should be made up when the Assembly is met and actually' sitting,

and how much time is unnecessarily spent thereby, and being desirous that for the
future it may be remedied; therefore, the General Assembly doth hereby appoint, that,

in time coming, the commissioners from Presbyteries and others shall give in their

respective commissions to the clerk of the General Assembly the night at least be-
fore the first diet or meeting thereof, to the effect the rolls may be timeously made up,
and that the commissions may be considered by the Assembly, without any interrup-

tion through the making of the rolls. And the General Assembly appoints that any
such commissions as may happen to be undelivered before the said first diet, shall only
be delivered in the intervals betwixt the after diets, and no ways in presence of the
Assembly while actually sitting.

Sess. 3, April 2, 1694, post meridiem.—Act anent the Representation of Presbyteries in

the General Assemblies.

The General Assembly doth hereby enact and appoint, that, in all time coming,

the representation of the several Presbyteries of this National Church, in its General

Assemblies, shall hold proportion to the number of parishes in which there are or

ought to be settled ministers within each Presbytery in manner following:—That i&

to say, that all Presbyteries consisting of twelve parishes, or under that number, shall

send two ministers and one ruling elder; and that all Presbyteries consisting ofeighteen

parishes, or under that number, but above twelve, shall send three ministers and one

ruling elder ; and that all Presbyteries consisting of twenty-four parishes, or under that

number, but above eighteen, shall send four ministers and two ruling ciders ; and,

lastly, that all Presbyteries consisting of above twenty-four parishes shall send five

ministers and two ruling elders to the General Assemblies. And it is hereby de-

clared that collegiate kirks, where there used to be two or more ministers, are, so far

as concerns the design of this act, understood to be as many distinct parishes.

And farther, the General Assembly hereby enacts, appoints, and declares, that no
person shall be admitted members of Assemblies but such as are either ministers or

ruling elders.

VL

Sess. 5, April 4, 1694, post meridiem.—Actfor the letter regulating Transportations of
Ministers, and Appeals thereanent.

The General Assembly, taking to consideration that designs of transportations are

become too common to many parishes, and very troublesome to neighbouring congre^

gations, and to church judicatories; therefore, the General Assembly hereby recom-

mends to all parishes which are or may be vacant, that, before they design the calling

of any minister already fixed in another congregation, they do first seriously essay and

follow other means of providing themselves, if they can be found. As also, the Gene-

ral Assembly hereby recommends to all Presbyteries that they do not concur in any

such call or design of transporting a minister from one congregation to another, un-

less, by due comparing of places and all parties concerned, the disproportion betwixt

them and the greater good of the Church be manifestly evident.

And suchlike, when any such design of transportation is pursued, the General As-

sembly hereby ordains that all parties concerned therein shall debate, with such meek-

ness and brotherly kindness as becomcth parts and members of the same body of
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Christ, designing the good of the whole ; and that they represent their reasons and

answers with due perspicuity and all possible brevity, and that they do not needlessly

expatiate on things which concern not the true merit of the cause ; and the General

Assembly hereby prohibits all lengthening of debates, by replies and duplies, unless

the judicatory before whom the debate lies find it necessary for clearing some matter

of fact, or because of some new matter that hath occurred, which could not be con-

sidered before.

And farther, to prevent unnecessary and contentious appeals in such matters, it is

hereby declared and ordained, that, if both the competing parishes be within the

bounds of the same Presbytery, in that case the decision and sentence of the Presby-

tery shall take effect and be obeyed. Or if the parishes be in different Presbyteries,

but both Presbyteries within the same Synod, in that case, the decision and sentence of

the Synod shall also take effect and be obeyed, seeing these respective judicatories are

equally concerned in both pai'ishes, and may be thought fittest to judge both of the

disproportion of the parishes, and the suitableness and fitness of the person called for

either of the places. Yet always allowing liberty to any person or parish, who think

themselves aggrieved, to appeal to superior judicatories, to have redress by taking off

the sentence, and censuring the respective judicatory complained of, if they be found

to have malversed ; but with this certification, that if any be found unnecessarily to

pursue appeals and complaints they shall be severely censured therefor.

VII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the giving in of Process, S^c.

The General Assembly, considering how inconvenient it is that processes or other

papers should be brought in in presence of the Assembly while it is actually sitting,

without any previous acquainting the moderator or clerk therewith ; doth, therefore,

hereby enact and appoint, that all processes or other papers be delivered to the clerk

in the intervals betwixt the diets of the Assembly's meetings ; declaring, that such as

shall be otherwise delivered shall be laid aside for that diet.

VIII.

Sess. 7, April G, 1694, post meridiem.—Act anent Appeals.

The General Assembly of this National Church, for preventing some mistakes that

have happened about appeals, doth hereby appoint, that any appeals made in writing

under the appellant's hand, with the reasons thereof, in presence of the judicatory

appealed from, shall be extracted by the appellant in due form from the records of

the said judicatory, and produced to the judicatory appealed to at the discussing

thereof, with a citation of the parties-defenders therein, either apud acta, if they be

present when the appeal is made, or a separate citation if they be absent.

And because, by the former practice, parties not instantly giving in their subscrib-

ed appeals at the time of the sentence were allowed verbally to appeal, and protest

for liberty to give in their subscribed appeals, with the reasons thereof, v/ithin the

space of ten days thereafter; and because that before the said space the said judica-

tory may happen to be up, therefore, it is hereby appointed and ordained, that all

parties who have, immediately after sentence, verbally appealed and protested as afore-

said, shall, within the said space often days, give in their said subsci'ibcd appeals, with

the reasons thereof, to the clerk of the judicatory appealed from, notwithstanding it

may be up before that time. And, likewise, that they shall, within the same ten

days, intimate their said appeal, with the reasons of the same, to the moderator of the

said judicatory, and leave an authentic copy thereof with him. Which appeals and
reasons are hereby allowed to be registered by the clerk, and summons to be directed

by him for citing the parties-defenders thereupon ; and extracts thereof, with the cita-
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tion foresaid, are appointed to be produced bj the appellants, at discussing, to the judi-

catory appealed to ; and the General Assembly hereby appoints the clerk to intimate

to the said judicatory, at their first meeting thereafter, that such appeals were given

in to him in the intervals of their meetings.

And suchlike, the General Assembly hereby appoints that''all defenders in appeals,

who insist in discussing thereof, shall produce extracts of the said appeals and reasons

to the judicatory appealed to. And, lastly, the General Assembly hereby declares

that any appeals or insistings thereanent otherwise made shall be rejected.

IX,

Sess. 9, April 10, 1694, post meridiem.—Act anent Lecturing,

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering how necessary and
edifying it is that the people be well acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, doth, there-

fore, recommend to the several Presbyteries that they endeavour that the ministers

within their respective bounds shall, in their exercise of lecturing, read and open up
to the people some large and considerable portion of the Word of God ; and this to

the effect the old custom introduced and established by the Directory may by degrees

be recovered.

X.

Sess. 10, April 11, 1694, post mej-idiem.—Act anent Probationers.

The General Assembly of this National Church hereby appoints that no Presby-

tery shall admit any person to trial, in order to jjreaching, but such as are of sound
principles, and of a sober, grave, prudent, and pious behaviour, and of whom they

have ground to conceive good hopes that they shall be useful and edifying in the

Church. And for this end it is hereby appointed, that such persons shall produce,

before the Presbyteries who admit them to trial, sufficient testimonials from the mini-

sters of the parishes where they lived, and from the Presbyteries in whose bounds

they reside, and also from the Professors of Divinity where they may have attended

the profession for some time. And if the said persons come from a place where
there is no Presbytery yet constituted, according to the legal establishment, they shall

produce testificates from the next adjacent Presbytery, who are to inform themselves

concerning their principles and behaviour, and to testify of them accordingly.

And suchlike, the General Assembly hereby appoints, that when such persons are

first licensed to be probationers, they shall oblige themselves to preach only within

the bounds or by the direction of that Presbytery which did license them ; and they

shall also, by promise and subscription, engage themselves that they shall be subject

to the Presbytery that did license them, or to any other church judicatory, where in

providence they shall have their abode, for shorter or longer time, and that they shall

follow no divisive course ; and this their engagement shall be inserted in the body of

their licence. And farther, the General Assembly appoints that when they are re-

moving from that Presbytery which did license them, they shall carry with them an

extract of their licence, and a testimonial from the Presbytery of their carriage, which

they are to present to the Presbytery to which they come, or at least to some mini-

ster therein, before they preach within that bounds ; and which minister is not to

employ them, except in his own pulpit, until he give notice thereof to the Presbytery

at their next meeting, and have their allowance. As also, it is hereby appointed that

the said Presbytery to which the said probationers so come, shall require the same

subjection and orderly carriage from the said probationers, during their abode in that

bounds, to which they were engaged to the Presbytery by which they were licensed

;

and if they go to any place where a Presbytery is not yet constituted according to the

legal establishment, they shall be obliged, before they preach in that bounds, to

make their address to the next adjacent and legally erected Presbytery, to whom they

shall be subject, and by whom they shall be directed as aforesaid
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And in case the said probationers mah'erse in doctrine or conversation, they shall

be accountable to and censurable by the foresaid respective judicatories, as they shall

see cause ; and if the said probationers refuse subjection, or prove contumacious to

such censure, whether of reproof, suspending the exercise of their licence, or of recall-

ing the said hcencc, intimation shall be made thereof by the said judicatory to the

neighbouring judicatories, or where they shall understand the said probationers are,

that so none may employ them to preach, nor their after irregularities be imputed to

the Presbyteries that did license them, or where tliey afterwards had their abode.

It is ahvays hereby expressly provided and declared, that the foresaid probationers

are not to be esteemed, by themselves or others, to preach by virtue of any pastoral

office, but only to make way for their being called to a pastoral charge.

XL

Sess. 13, April 13, 1694, post meridiem Act approving Overtures anent n Commission

of the General Assembly, and Instructions thereto.

This day the following overtures and instructions were read in presence of the

General Assembly. The tenor whereof follows :

—

" 1. It is overtured to the General Assembly, that there be a commission appointed

by this General Assembly, to meet and take such affairs under their consideration

as the General Assembly shall think fit to commit to them.
" 2. That out of this commission there be a certain number specially appointed

by the General Assembly, as a committee to go to the North, with power to the com-
mission to add any more of their number as they think fit.

" 3. That this commission consist of fifty ministers and twenty-five ruhng elders,

fifteen to be the quorum, of whom ten to be ministers.

" 4. That out of this commission, fifteen ministers and five ruling elders, besides

these ministers and ruling elders of the North who shall be named in the foresaid

commission, be appointed as a committee, as said is, to go to the North ; thirteen of

which committee to be the quorum, of whom seven to be of these commissioners who
are on the south side of Tay, and of these seven five at least to be ministers ; and
that the said committee have the same power on the North side of Tay as the com-
mission itself.

" 5. That the General Assembly appoint the first meeting of this commission, and
that the meeting be before the members go out of town after the Assembly ends

;

and that the commission do appoint their own after-meetings, and Hkewise the time

when the said committee should meet in the North.
" 6. That this commission may receive into ministerial communion such of the

late conforming ministers as, having qualified themselves according to law, shall apply
personally to them one by one, duly and orderly, and shall acknowledge, engage, and
subscribe upon the end of the Confession of Faith as follows, viz. :—

" ' I, , do sincerely own and declare the above Confession of Faith, approven
by former General Assemblies of this Church, and ratified by law in the year 1G90,
to be the confession of my faith ; and that I own the doctrine therein contained to be
the true doctrine, which I will constantly adhere to ; as likewise, that I own and
acknowledge Presbyterian Church government of this Church, now settled by law,

by Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and General Assemblies, to be the

only government of this Church, and that I will submit thereto, concur therewith,

and never endeavour, directly nor indirectly, the prejudice or subversion thereof; and
that I shall observe uniformity of worship, and of the administration of all public or-

dinances within this Church, as the same are at present performed and allowed.'

" And the commission is to have special regard to their ministerial qualifications.

And if any of the said ministers so applying, or any other ministers within this

Church, of what persuasion soever, shall be accused or informed against of any
scandal, error, supine negligence, or insufficiency, then the said commission shall

make inquiry thereinto, cite parties, lead witnesses, take depositions, and do every
other thing that may clear the matter of fixct informed against theui, and report the
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same, and their diligence therein, to the next General Assembly. Providing always,

that if any be accused of gross tincontroverted scandals, and these clearly proven,
in that case the commission shall proceed to determine as they find cause : As it

is likewise expected of all Presbyteries in this kingdom, that they will use that dis-

cretion in their behaviour and government, as that (during the continuance of this

commission) in all processes against any ministers, they advise with their respective

Synods, or in case of urgent necessity, consult with the said commission. As also,

that the General Assembly require all Presbyteries and Synods, in their admitting or

receiving any to ministerial communion, that they oblige them to take and sub-

scribe the above acknowledgment: And that during the said time, neither this

commission, or any other judicatory of this Church, do take advantage to censure

any minister whatsoever, for not having qualified himself in the terms of the Act
of Parliament 1G93, intituled, ' Act for settling the Quiet and Peace of the Church;'
as likewise, that the said commission and all other judicatories ai-e to take care,

that if any shall be found to have maliciously or calumniously accused any minister,

they shall be condignly censured, according to the order and practice of this Church,
As also, that the Assembly ordain, that none of these ministers who are not pre-

sently in charge be received into ministerial communion but by the said commis-
sion, or by that Presbytery or Synod of the bounds in which they now reside.

" 7. That this commission and committee foresaid shall be careful to settle elder-

ships and plant ministers in vacant congregations on the North side of Tay, either

by ordaining well qualified expectants (who shall be bound at their entry to sub-

scribe the said Confession of Faith, with the acknowledgment above expressed) or

by transporting ministers, who shall be called by any vacant congregation therein,

(the Presbytery to which they belong being first applied unto,) requiring all ministers

who shall be so called to give obedience to these sentences of transportation ; with

power likewise to the said commission, to receive any appeals that shall be made
in any process of transportation of a minister from one Synod to another, (which

appeals may be from any such Presbytery to the Synod or commission, which of

these two shall first happen to sit,) and to determine finally therein, as they find

cause.

" 8. And seeing there are diverse processes led before several judicatories of this

Church against Mr John Hepburn, which, by references thcreanent, lie before this

Assembly, that, therefore, the General Assembly do remit these processes to the

consideration of the said commission. And it being informed that several asper-

sions are laid on the ministers and judicatories of this Church by some persons,

as if the said ministers and judicatories had receded from the known princioles

thereof, in relation to the constitution and government of the Church, contained

in the Confession of Faith, though the contrary thereof be evident, not only by the

ministers of this Church their owning of and adhering to the said Confession,

wherein these principles are contained, but also by the whole course of their mini-

stry ; thai, theiefore, the General Assembly require the said commission to take all

due pains to inform, convince, and satisfy any such persons of their mistakes, that

they may be reclaimed.
" 9. That such references and appeals as the General Assembly cannot overtake

to determine, and shall be particularly remitted to the said commission by the

Assembly, the same shall by the said commission be taken to consideration, cog-

nosced upon, and finally determined as they see cause.
1

" 10. That this commission do not take on them to meddle with any thing noi

contained in their commission ; and that in all their actings they be accountable t(

and censurable by the next ensuing General Assembly.
" And, lastly, that this commission continue till the second Tuesday of Apri

1 695, or the meeting of the next General Assembly, which soever of these two shal

first happen."

All which overtures and instructions above set down being maturely con

sidered, the General Assembly of this National Church hereby approve

thereof; and recommends and appoints according thereto in all points.

il
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xn.

Sess. 13, April 14, 169-i, post meridiem.—Act anenl Processes against Miiiisters.

The General Assembly doth seriously recommend to all the Presbyteries of this

Church, to proceed in ail processes against ministers with all due circumspection

and prudence, and that they consult their rp^pective Synods, or, in case of urgent

necessity, the Commission of this Assem' .y therein. And the General Assem-

bly hereby requires, that no judicatory of this Church do take advantage to censure

any minister whatsoever, for not having qualified himself in the terms of the act of

Parliament, 1693, intituled, "Act for settling the Quiet and Peace ofthe Church ;" and

this act to endure only till the second Tuesday of April 1 695, or the meeting of the

next General Assembly, which of the two shall first happen.

XIII.

Sess. 14, April 16, 1<SQA, post meridiem.—Act against Profaneness.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into serious considera-

tion how much God is dishonoured by the impiety and profaneness that aboundeth

in this nation, in profane and idle swearing, cursing. Sabbath-breaking, neglect and
contempt of Gospel ordinances, mockhig of piety and i^''^"ous exercises, fornica-

tion, adultery, drunkenness, blasphemy, and other gross and abominable sins and

vices ; and how much it concerns the honour and glory of God that the same be

restrained and suppressed, and that virtue and godliness be encouraged; and also

what may be the remedies of these detestable sins ; doth, therefore, exhort and re-

quire, that ministers, and all who fear God, have on their hearts a deep, humbling,

and soul-affecting sense of these evils, and be much in praj'er and supplication before

God on this account ; and that all the ministers of this Church preach plainly and

faithfully against these vices, and denounce the threatened judgments of God against

such evil-doers, and deal earnestly and much with their consciences, to bring them to

a conviction and sense of their sin and danger. As also, the General Assembly ap-

points that Church judicatories do faithfully exercise Church discipline against all

such scandalous offenders, with that gravity, prudence, and meekness of wisdom, as,

by the blessing of God, may prove an effectual mean of reforming and recovering the

guilty, and of preventing the hke sins in others.

And farther, the General Assembly requires that care be taken in the receiving of

servants, that they have testimonials of their honest and Christian behaviour ; and
that the same be required of all others who flit and remove from one parish to

another.

And also, the General Assembly appoints, that the ministers and elders in each

congregation take care that the worship of God be performed in the several families

thereof; and if any family be found which neglccteth this necessary duty, the head of

that family is to be gravely, seriousl}', and earnestly admonished, until he amend his

fault ; and recommends to ministers and kirk-sessions, that none be ruling elders

who make not conscience of this necessai-y and unquestionable duty ; and that no

grossly ignorant and scandalous person be admitted to the Lord's Table.

And likewise the General Assembly recommends to all ministers and kirk-ses-

sions, that they carefully apply to the several magistrates of their bounds that the acts

of Parliament against profaneness may be put in execution, and particularly the

act of Parliament, June 15, 1G93, intituled, " Act against Profaneness."

And, lastly, the General Assembly ordains that this present act be publicly read

and intimated in all churches.

XIV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act appointing some Ministersfor the Supply of the North,

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration the many
2 H
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vacancies in this Church by north the Water of Tay, and the paucity of ministers

in these parts, who are in any condition to give supply without their own congrega-

tions ; and also having before them the petitions of several noblemen, gentlemen, and
magistrates of burghs living in these parts ; therefore, the General Assembly have or-

dained, and hereby ordain, that the Synods besouth Tay shall send north the num-
ber of sixteen ministers, according to the proportions after mentioned, for supply of

the vacancies within the' Synods of Angus and Meams, Aberdeen, Murray, Ross,

Sutherland, and Caithness : That is to say, that there be two sent to supply the va-

cancies of Angus and Mearns, including the kirk of Rattray ; four to supply the va-

cancies within the town and province of Aberdeen ; six to supply the vacancies with-

in the Synod of Murray ; and four to supply the vacancies within the Synods of

Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness : And ordains that the Synods of Fife, Perth,

Lothian, Mcrse and Teviotdale, Glasgow, Galloway and Dumfries, do send to

the north for that effect the ministers after named, viz. from the Synod of Fife,

Mr Thomas Russell at Kennoway, and Mr James Hadow at Coupar ; from the

Synod of Lothian, Mr John Frazer at Glencorss, Mr Donald Campbell at the

QueensfeiTy, Mr Robert Livingstoun at Liberton, in the Presbytery of Biggar, and
Mr Robert Colvill at Baro ; from the Synod of Perth any one of their number to

supply the congregation of Rattray ; from the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, Mr
George Guthry at Oxnam, and Mr John Dysart at Langton; from the Synod
of Glasgow, Mr James Brisbane at Kilmalcolm, Mr Andrew Tait at Carmunnock,
Mr John Glasgow at Kilbirnie, Mr Duncan Campbell at Roseneath, (or any other for

him having the Irish tongue, whom the Presbytery of Dumbarton shall appoint,) and
Mr Andrew Rogers at Galston; from the Synod of Galloway, Mr John Mur-
doch at Crossmichael ; and from the Synod of Dumfries, Mr William Somervel

at Traquair, in all sixteen, who arc hereby ordained to repair to the Commission of

this General Assembly, to meet at Edinburgh against the eighteenth day of April

instant, and receive directions from the said Commission, to go to such particular

Synods in the north as it shall direct, and thereafter to be advised by the ministers,

residing in these respective Synods, to what particular congregations they shall apply

themselves. And likewise, the General Assembly ordains that the said ministers

make all diligence (with the Lord's assistance) to be at the respective places to which

they are to be sent against the first Sabbath of June next, where they are to continue

for the space of three months ; at which time the General Assembly doth hereby

ordain the above written Synods of the south to send a new supply to the north, of as

many ministers more, (if need refjuire,) to continue for the second quarter; and so

forth quarterly, ay and until the sitting of the next General Assembly ; and that ac-

cording to the proportion underwritten, to wit, from the Synod of Fife, three ; from

the Synod of Perth, one; from the Synod of Lothian, four; from the Synod of

Mcrse, two; from the Synod of Glasgow, four; from that of Galloway, one;

and from that of Dumfries, one. But, with this provision, that, according as the va-

cancies in the north shall be filled, and the necessity of supplies grow less, the re-

motest of the said Synods shall be first eased. And farther, because the Synod of

Glasgow, Galloway, and Dumfries, are not to meet in their respective Provincial

Assemblies before the expiring of the first quarter of the above appointed time

;

therefore, the General Assembly doth now nominate and appoint the ministers after

named to be sent north, in manner after mentioned, from these three Synods, for the

second quarter, viz. from the Synod of Glasgow, Mr John Laury at Auchinleck,

Mr Archibald Hamilton at Cambuslang, Mr Alexander King at Bonhil, and Mr
David Meldrum, preacher: from the Synod of Galloway, Mr Andrew Ewart at

Kells ; and from the Synod of Dumfries, Mr George Boyd at Glencairn.

And the General Assembly recommends to the respective Presbyteries to take care

to supply the kirks of these ministers ; and also of such as are upon the Commission

to meet at Edinburgh, and of these that are upon the committee that is to go to the

north during their absence, and that in a more punctual way than other vacancies.
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XV.

243

Eadem Sessione.—Recommendation anent Vacant Stipends.

The General Assembly, finding it necessary for support and propagation of the
work of the Gospel, to send a considerable number of ministers from the remotest
parts of this kingdom to the Synods in the north, which doth require a necessary ex-
pense ; and it being found in law, that such as so serve vacant congregations merit
and ought to be maintained out of the stipend dm-ing the time that they serve, which
certainly is the most proper and preferable pious use a stipend can be applied to;
therefore, the General Assembly doth humbly desire their Majesties' High Commis-
sioner, that he would, in the Assembly's name, apply to their Majesties for a general
recommendation to the Lords of Privy Council, Lords of Treasury and Exchequer,
Lords of Session, and other judges whatsoever, in favom- of such as shall, by order
foresaid, serve vacant congregations, that they may have access for maintenance out
of the vacant stipends during the time they serve.

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Intrusion upon Kirks.

The General Assembly, being informed that there are divers churches intruded
upon by several persons in a most illegal and unwarrantable manner, doth, therefore,
recommend to the Commission of this Assembly, which is to meet at Edinburgh, and
to the committee for the North respective, to make inquiry thereinto, and to apply
to the Lords of Privy Coimcil to declare the intrusion ; to the effect the kirks in-

truded into may be orderly planted with their Lordships' assistance.

XVII.

Eadem Sessione,—Act anent Exercise and Addition, Privy Censures, and Bursars of
Theology.

The General Assembly doth earnestly recommend to the several Presbyteries

within this Church to set up the use of exercise and addition; as also, that of privy

censures, conform to the ancient practice of this Church ; and appoints their diligence

therein to be recorded in their respective registers. And suchlike the General As-
sembly hereby recommends to the several Presbyteries, that they be careful to keep
and maintain bursars of theology, conform to the ancient practice and the acts of

former General Assemblies made thereanent.

XVIIL

Sess. 15 et ult. April 17, \&2i, post meridiem.— Commission of the General Assembly

for some Commissioners to meet at Edinburgh.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration how re-

quisite it is, in the present juncture, that there be a commission appointed for such

affairs as this Assembly sees fit to commit thereto ; doth, therefore, by these presents,

nominate and appoint Mr William Mackay, minister at Dornoch, &c. &c., to be

commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effect after expressed, with full power
and commission to the said persons or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be

any fifteen of the said commissioners, whereof ten at least are always to be mini-

sters, to meet and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, upon the day-

next and immediately following the dissolution of tliis General Assembly, at ten o'clock

in the forenoon, for their first meeting, and to appoint their after diets of meeting
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as they shall see convenient ; as also to chuse their own moderator, in case of the

absence of the moderator of this Assembly. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully

empowers and authorises the said commissioners, and their quorum foresaid, to con-

sider, cognosce, and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in all references,

appeals, and other matters, that have been or shall be particularly remitted to them
for that effect, by any act or order of this Assembly, all which are holden as herein

expressed ; and specially to proceed and cognosce in every thing contained in and con-

form to the overtures and instructions thereanent, approven by the General Assembly

upon the thirteenth day ofApril instant, intituled " Overtures anent a Commission of the

General Assembly, and Instructions thereto," as full and freely as if the same were

in these presents at full length inserted and set down ; likeas, the General Assembly

hereby prohibits the said commissioners to meddle in any other matter not herein

contained ; declaring also, that in and for all their actings the said commissioners

shall be accountable to and censurable by the next General Assembly of this Church.

And, lastly, the General Assembly hereby declares that this commission shall continue

till the second Tuesday of April 1695 years, or the next meeting of the General As-
sembly, which of these two shall first happen.

XIX.

Eadem Sessione.— Commission of the General Assembly to a Committeefor the North

Side if Tay.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration how re-

quisite it is, in the present jvincture, that there be a committee appointed for the North

side of Tay, for such affairs as the Assembly sees fit to commit thereto ; doth,

therefore, by these presents, nominate and appoint Mr William Crichton, mini-

ster at Falkirk, &c. &c. ; together also with any others that shall be added to them by
the said commission which is to meet at Edinburgh, out of their own number, to be a

committee of this General Assembly for the North side of Tay, to the effect after

expressed ; with full power and commission to the said persons or their quorum, which

is hereby declared to be any thirteen of the said committee, of whom seven shall be

of the commissioners who are on the South side of Tay, and of these seven five at

least to be ministers, to meet and convene at such time and place as the foresaid other

commission, which is to meet at Edinburgh, shall appoint, for their first meeting ; with

power to the said committee and their quorum foresaid to appoint their own after

diets and places of meeting as they shall see convenient ; as also to chuse their own
moderator: And suchlike, the General Assembly hereby fully empowers and authorises

the said committee, and quorum thereof aforesaid, to consider, cognosce, and finally

determine, in all references, appeals, and other matters, that have been or shall be

particularly remitted to them for that effect, by any act or order of this Assembly,

all which are holden as herein expressed ; and specially to proceed and cognosce in

every thing contained in and conform to the overtures and instructions thereanent,

approven by this Assembly upon the thirteenth day of April instant, intituled, " Over-

tures anent a Commission of the General Assembly and Instructions thereto," as fully

and freely as if the same were, in these presents, at full length inserted and set down

;

likeas, the General Assembly hereby prohibits the said committee to meddle in any

other matter not herein contained ; declaring also, that in and for all their actings

the said committee shall be accountable to and censurable by the next ensuing General

Assembly of this Church. And, lastly, the General Assembly hereby declares that this

commission shall continue tiU the second Tuesday of April 1695 years, or the meet-

ing of the General Assembly, which of these two shall first happen.

XX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the Irish Psalms.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration that there

is a complete paraphrase of the whole Psalms in Irish metre, approven and emitted



1695. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 245

by the Synod of Argyle, who understand the Irish language, conform to an act of the

General Assembly, 1690, together with a translation of the Shorter Catechism of this

Church in Irish, bound with the said Psalms in one volume ; and the General As-

sembly, understanding that in some parts of this National Church, where preaching

and prayer are used in Irish, the Psalms are sung at the same diet in a different

language, whereby an uniformity in the worship of God is marred, and many of the

people deprived of the benefit of praising God in a known tongue : Therefore, as the

General Assembly doth hereby appoint that this incongruous way of worshipping God
shall be hereafter forborne, so they do recommend to all congregations and families

who worship God in the Irish language to make use of the said paraphrase therein

;

and also to make use of the foresaid translation of the Shorter Catechism, as an uni-

form mean of catechising the people.

XXL
Eadem Sessione.—Act againstJixing in the Lotolands of Preachers who have tlie

Irish Language,

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration that the

Highlands of Scotland are deprived of many preachers who have the Irish language,

contrary to divers acts of former General Assemblies, which is occasioned, in a great

part, by the fixing of such as have the Irish language in congregations within the

Lowlands : Therefore, the General Assembly doth hereby seriously recommend to all

Presbyteries, that they fix no such preachers or intrants as have the Irish language in

any congregations within the Lowlands of Scotland, without the consent of, and a tes-

tificate from the Presbyteries in the Highlands where they formerly resided ; and this

act to continue till such time as the Highlands shall be competently provided with
ministers.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh
the first Thursday of April 1 695 years.

The Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer, and singing

of the 122d Psalm, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected, visied, and extracted from the records of the General Assembly
by me,

Rob, Park.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, DECEMBER 17, 1695.*

Sess. 1, December 17, 1695, post meridiem.— The Meeting of the General Assembly.

The which day, after sermon preached by Mr John Law, one of the ministers of

Edinburgh, Moderator of the last Assembly, upon 1 Corinth, iv. 2, the General As-

sembly of the Ministers and Ruling Elders of this Church of Scotland did convene in

the Assembly-House ; where, after prayer by the said Mr John Law, a roll was taken

up of the commissioners delegated by the several Presbyteries, burghs royal, and uni-

versities, for holding this Assembly.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—Act continuing Mr John Laio Moderator till Friday next.

The said day, the General Assembly, considering that many of their members had

* For reasons specified in several royal proclamations, the meeting of the Assembly of 1695 was adjourned,

first, to the 11th of July, then to the 20th of November, and, afterwards, to the 17tb of December, when
it was held at Edinburgh.

—

Ed. 1843.



246 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1695.

not yet come to this town, did therefore put it to the vote, whether to chuse a new
Moderator presently, or continue Mr John Law Moderator till Friday next ; and it

carried, nemine contradicente, that the said Mr John Law should be continued Mode-
rator till Friday next.

IIL

Eadem Sessione.—Act appointing Mr John Bannatyne to officiate as Clerk till

Friday next.

The General Assembly, considering that through the decease of Mr Robert Park,

advocate, their clerk's place is now become vacant ; therefore, they, by an unanimous
vote, made choice of Mr John Bannatyne, minister of the Gospel at Lanark, and one

of their own number, to officiate as clerk until Friday next.

IV.

Eadem Sessione.—Appointment of a Diet to be kept by the Assemblyfor Prayer.

The General Assembly appoints to-morrow, being Wednesday, betwixt nine and
twelve o'clock in the forenoon, to be set apart by the members of this Assembly for

public prayer to the Almighty God, for his countenancing and directing this As-

sembly in the matters that shall come before them, and recommends to all the said

members to meet in the Assembly-House timeously for that effect.

V.

Sess. 2, December 18, 1695, ante meridiem.—Appointment of another Diet for Prayer.

The General Assembly being met, this diet was spent in prayer, according to the

appointment made yesterday thereanent ; and, further, it was agreed to that the

members of this Assembly should meet again to-morrow for public prayer ; and, ac-

cordingly, it was recommended to all the members to meet in the Assembly-House
to-morrow, immediately after sermon, for the effect foresaid.

VI.

Sess. 3, December 19, 1695, ante meridiem.—A Diet spent in Prayer.

The General Assembly being met, this diet was spent in prayer, according to the

appointment made yesterday thereanent, and adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o'clock

in the forenoon.

vn.

Sess. 4, December 20, 1695, ante meridiem.— The recording of his Majesty s Commis-
sion to John Lord Carmichnel, for representing his Majesty in this General Assembly,

with the Commissioners and Moderator's Speeches.

This day, the General Assembly of this National Church being met, and Mr Patrick

Simson chosen Moderator, and Mr John Bannatyne clerk, there was produced to

them by a noble Lord, John Lord Carmichael, his Majesty's Commission under the

Great Seal of the kingdom of Scotland, nominating and appointing him to be his Ma-
jesty's High Commissioner and representative in this National Assembly, which
Commission was pubhcly read with all due honour and respect ; and the General
Assembly appointed, and hereby appoints, the said Commission to be registered in

the records of the General Assembly, therein to remain, ad futuram rei memoriam,
the tenor whereof follows :—" Gulielmus," &c.
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After reading of which commission, Mr Patrick Simson, moderator, did, in the

Assembly's name, represent to his Grace how great a mercy it was to this Church and
kingdom, that his Majesty had called and countenanced this National Assembly with

his authority, and honoured it with a representative of his royal person, who, by his

former prudent conduct in two former General Assemblies, hath rendered himselfmost

acceptable to this Assembly to represent his Majesty therein.

Whereupon his Grace, his Majesty's High Commissioner, delivered himself as fol-

lows :—Right Reverend, and you the remanent members of this Assembly, you are

now met in this Assembly conform to the King's appointment ; and his "Majesty

having honoured me to be his Commissioner, I am warranted to give you all assurance

of his Majesty's resolution to maintain Presbyterian government in this Church, and
to evidence his fatherly care for its welfare. His Majesty expects that at this time you
will chiefly make it your work to regulate matters of order and discipline amongst
yourselves. It is the King's great regret that there are so many churches vacant

within this kingdom, which obviously suggests that it would be your best work, as in-

deed it would be most acceptable to his Majesty, that you should applj' yourselves

principally to the restoring the Gospel to such churches ; and, in doing of this, vou may
be very assured of his Majesty's countenance and authority. It is also evidently con-

venient, and likewise expected, that if good men apply to you to "be assumed, you
will receive their applications with all charity and moderation.

I hope the good Spirit of God shall direct you in these matters to the best advantage ;

only I recommend to you to mind your business closely, without heats and unneces-

sary contention's, and to make all the dispatch you can to bring this Assembly to an
happy issue, both for the Church's good and his Majesty's satisfaction.

VIII.

Sess. 5, December 23, 1695, post meridiem.—Act anent Commissions to the General
Assembly.

The General Assembly hereby recommends it to the several Presbyteries of this

National Church to keep an uniform method, as near as may be, in granting com-
missions to the members of the General Assembly, and not to insert particular in-

structions in their commissions ; and, for the better attaining the end foresaid, the

General Assembly gives the form after inserted for a directory :

—

At the day of years. The which day the Presbytery

of did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint Mr minister at

Mr minister at and ruling elders, their commissioners to

the next General Assembly of this Church, indicted to meet at the

day of next to come, or when or where it shall happen to sit ; willing them to

repair thereto, and to attend all the diets of the same, and there to consult, vote, and
determine, in all matters that come before them, to the glory of God and the good
of his Church, according to the Word of God, the Confession of Faith, and agree-

able to the constitutions of this Church, as they will be answerable ; and that they

report their diligence therein at their return therefrom. Extracted by me.

IX.

Sess. 6, December 24, 1695, jmst meridiem.—Act anent Trafficking Priests, and the

Education ofyoung Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others, Children of Popish Parents.

The General Assembly recommends to all Provincial Synods, Presbyteries, and
Kirk-Sessions within this National Church, to take particular notice of trafficking

Papists, and appoints lists to be taken up of their names and given to the Privy
Council, with an address for executing the laws against them ; and the General As-
sembly recommends to Presbyteries to advert to the education of young noblemen,
gentlemen, and others, children of Popish parents, and to put the 7th act of the

General Assembly, 1690, thereanent, in execution.
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X.

Eadem Sessio?ie.—Act anent Quakers.

The General Assembly of this National Church, for prevention of the growth of
these abominable heresies of the Quakers, do recommend to all Provincial Synods,

Presbyteries, Ministers, and Kirk- Sessions, to use all proper means for reclaiming

them ; and in case of their obstinacy, to proceed against them with the censures of the

Church, and especially against the ringleaders, that are traffickers for seducing of
others.

XI.

Sess. 7, December 25, 1695, post meridiem.—An Overture and Act anent Novations.

The General Assembly of this National Church, having heard an overture brought

in from the Committee for Overtures, that no new acts relating to the doctrine,

worship, or government of this Church, be made until they be first transmitted to the

several Presbyteries of this National Church ; which, being considered, the General

Assembly recommends it to the members of this Assembly to discourse upon the said

overture with their respective Presbyteries, that the next General Assembly may be

the more ripe to determine anent the conveniency thereof: and, in the mean time, the

General Assembly hereby revives the acts of the former Assemblies made thereanent,

and particularly the 13th act of the Assembly 1639, and I4th act of the Assembly
1641.

XII.

Sess. 12, December 31, 1695, post meridiem.—Act approving Overtures anent a more

expedite and certain way ofplanting the North icith fixed Ministers.

The General Assembly of this National Church, having considered the overtures

underwritten, which were at two several diets publicly read over in open Assem-
bly, and examined, and any members that desired were allowed to have doubles

thereof, to the effect they might be perused by them, and intimation was made to

give in their objections, if they had any, to a committee appointed for that end ; and,

last of all, upon the day and date hereof the said overtures were again a third time

publicly read in presence of the General Assembly, as also the additional overtures

annexed thereto, the tenor of both which follows :

—

" 1. That, for the more expedite planting of ministers on the North side of the

Water of Tay, the Assembly nominate a commission of some of the most experi-

enced ministers and elders to meet at Edinburgh, and there to sit monthly, from time

to time, until there shall be settled on the said North side ofTay twenty-two ministers

of some consideralile standing and experience, now belonging to the Presbyteries on

the South side of the said Water.
" 2. That when any of the parishioners of the said North shall call any of the fol-

lowing ministers, they may, without sending any commissioner to prosecute the

same, send the said call approven and concurred with by the Presbytery of the bounds,

to the moderator of the said commission, who, for greater expedition, shall cause

double the call and attest the copy, and send the same with the reasons of the desired

transportation, in a letter to the moderator of that Presbytery to whom the minister

called doth belong.
" 3. That the moderator of the said Presbytery, upon the receipt of the said letter,

shall be obliged to transmit the said call, with the reasons thereof, to the minister

called, and shall cause summon the said minister and the parish he belongs to,

the next Sabbath, in the ordinary way, to appear before the said Presbytery, and an-

swer the call and reasons ; and if the ordinary time of the meeting of the said

Presbytery shall fall not to be witliin eleven days, then the moderator shall call a

Presbytery j^ro re nata against that time."
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4. That the Presbytery at their said meeting shall, without any delay, consider

and determine the process of the said call thus brought before them, and if they

shall not at the same time transport the minister called to the said parish he is

called unto, they be obliged to transmit the said call, reasons and answers, and the

Presbytery's determination, to the said commission, against the first ensuing diet

thereof; providing there intervene ten days betwixt and the said diet, and shall

summon the said minister called, and his parish, to appear before the said commis-

sion, to answer finally thereunto.

5. That the said commission, at Edinburgh, do thereupon without any delay, consider

and determine the said process, and that whether the said minister and his parish

thus summoned do appear or not.

6. That when the said commission or Presbytery pass a sentence of transporta-

tion, it shall be obeyed by the minister transported, against the time limited in the

act of transportation, under the pain of suspension, which he is to lie under until he

obey, and which censure the Assembly doth require the said commission to inflict

upon him who doth disobey.

7. That there be forty-four ministers of some considerable experience, fit to be

transported to the North, nominated by this Assembly, in manner following, of which

the one-half shall, upon calls as above, be transported by virtue of this act.

8. That there may be some suitable proportioning of the said transportations, it

is overtured, that where a Presbytery on the South side of Tay is two-third parts

planted with fixed ministers, and hath eight fixed ministers therein, that two of these

eight (and proportionally where there are sixteen or twenty-four) be nominated by the

Assembly, making up in all the above number of forty-four ministers.

9. That out of these Presbyteries who furnish two, one of the said two shall be

transported, and but one ; and so proportionally where the Presbytery furnishes more,

making up of all, twenty-two to be actually transported.

10. That the foresaid number of forty-four, out of which only twenty-two are to

be transported, shall be furnished by the following Presbyteries, viz., by the Presby-

tery of Chirnside two, one of which is to be actually transported ; by the Presbytery

of Earlston two, one of which is to be actually transported ; by the Presbytery of

Jedburgh two ; by Melrose or Selkirk two ; by Dunbar two ; by Dalkeith none, having

already given one; by Linlithgow two, one of which is to be transported; by Peebles

two, one of which is to be transported ; by Biggar two, one of which is to be trans-

ported; by Dumfries two, one of which is to be transported; by Lochmaben two,

one of which is to be transported ; by Kirkcudbright two, one of which is to be

transported, having given one already ; by Ayr two, one of which is to be transported,

having given one already ; by Irvine two, one of which is to be transported, having

given one already ; by Hamilton two, one of which is to be transported ; by Lanark
two, one of which is to be transported ; by Glasgow two, one of which is to be trans-

ported, having given one already ; by Paisley two, one of which is to be transport-

ed ; by Dumbarton two, one of which is to be transported ; by Cupar two, one of

which is to be transported ; by Kirkaldy two, one of which is to be transported ; by
Dunfermline two, one of which is to be transported ; all which make up the above-

named number, out of which the half is to be transported to the North, after the way
and manner above expressed.

11. That of these forty-four out of the Presbyteries above named, the half of them
be appointed to go North, by way of mission to the several provinces they shall be

allotted unto, so as to be there against the first Sabbath of March next, and to stay

tliere three months, exercising their ministry according to the appointment of the

Presbyteries unto which they come ; and the other half to go North, after the same
manner, and to stay the same length of time, against the first Sabbath of June next,

and that these of them who have not been in the North already go first.

12. That the brethren from the North do meet among themselves, and proportion

these twenty-two among the several provinces of Angus and Mearns, (comprehending
Rattray parish,) Aberdeen, Moray, and Caithness, and that they concert among
themselves out of which of the above written Presbyteries they will have their

2i
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quotas, and that they do this before the nomination of the persons to be trans-

ported.

13. That besides these forty-four, there be some ministers and expectants out of

Argyleshire, nominated, who being preachers of the Highland language, are to be allot-

ted to supply Ross, Sutherland, Caithness, and the town of Inverness.

14. It is also overtured, that such as have been appointed by the judicatories of this

Church since the last General Assembly for the supply of the North, and have not

obeyed their appointments, be not only censured for their disobedience, but their

appointments renewed, and they ordained to go with the first supplies.

15. That the General Assembly declare, that these parishes thus to be vacated by
transportation, when they shall after come to be settled with another minister, that

the said minister shall be declared not transportable from that parish without their

consent, and unless he have unsupporlable grievances therein.

16. That the Assembly name two or three out of each Synod on the South side of

Tay, to meet with the brethren of the North, to concert the names of the above

forty-four ministers, and to present the same to the Assembly, to be by them nomi-
nated and appointed.

Additional Overtures for a more Expedite Planting the North.

1. It is overtured that the Presbytery of Irvine be exempted from any being nomi-

nated to be transported, but not excused from cpiarterly supplies.

2. That besides the brother of the Presbytery of Dalkeith who is transported already,

they send one to the North in mission.

3. That the Presbytery of Dumfries, because of the particular circumstances they

are in, have the Presbyteries of Pcnpont and Middlebie to help them, and that two fit

persons be named out of these Presbyteries, and not above one out of any one Pres-

bytery of the three.

4. That in the nomination of the commission one at least out of every Presbytery

be named, who send two of the forty-four above mentioned.

5. That the suspension to be inflicted, in the case above expressed, be taken off by
the Synod of the bounds, or next Assembly, if they find insuperable difficulties aris-

ing in the minister transported his obeying the sentence ; and providing they imme-
diately nominate another fit person who shall effectually supply the other's room.

6. That out of St Andrews Presbytery two be named and added to the number.
7. That all these Overtures are condescended to only for the present exigent, and

that this shall be no precedent for after times, but in case there be any transportations

pursued afterward, that they shall proceed in the ordinary course, and not otherwise.

All these above-written Overtures, both principal and additional, being ma-
turely considered, the General Assembly of this National Church, by an unani-

mous vote, did, and hereby do, approve the same, and recommends and ap-

points according thereto in all points.

XIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Testimonials.

The General Assembly appoints all probationers who apply to Presbyteries, to bring
not only sufficient testimonials, but also a letter from a known person to the Pres-
bytery, and that the Presbytery write to them from whom the testimonials come, (if

need be,) to know the verity thereof.

XIV.

Sess. 16, Januarij 3, 1G96, ante meridiem.—Act anent the Supply of Ross, Sutherland^
and Caithness.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their serious consider*
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ation the many vacant churches, and groat desolations that are in the bounds of
Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, do therefore appoint, that there be sent in mission
to the said bounds of Sutherland, Ross, and Caithness, the ministers and probationers
after mentioned, in manner and to the effect under expressed, viz., Mr Robert Duncan-
son, minister, from the Provincial Synod of Argyle, who is declared already trans-

portable, and upon a call to be transported, in case the commission shall see cause, to
whom that matter is hereby referred ; as also, that such as have the L-ish language in

Lowland congregations be sent in mission, and, upon calls, transported by the com-
mission, and that in the same way that other ministers are aii]>ointed to be transported
to the North ; and, farther, that Messrs Thomas and Hector Frasers, probationers, (who
were formerly appointed,) go there, and Mr Hugh Duff be sent to that Presbytery to
pass his trials, in order to be settled there, and such other probationers that have the
Irish language as the Synod of Argyle can spare.

XV.

Sess. 17, January 3, 1696, jiost meridiem.—Act Nominating and Appointing Ministers

to go North, hg wag of Mission.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their consideration that

by their act, dated the last day of December last, they have laid down a way for a
more expedite planting of the vacant churches on the North side of Tay, and for

that end appointed the number of forty-four ministers to be sent North, by way
of mission ; and now having, according to the said act, concerted the names of

those to be sent to the North, do therefore nominate and appoint the ministers from
the several Presbyteries after named to repair to their respective posts in the North,
in manner, at the times, and according to the proportions under-written, viz., to the

province of Angus and Mearns, &c. &c. The General Assembly hereby appoints the

brethren who are first named in each Presbytery to go so, as to be there the first

Sabbath of March, and the last named in each Presbytery against the first Sabbath of
June next ; as also, the General Assembly appoints, that those of the said brethren

first named, who are actually present at their respective posts in the North, stay

some time longer, and that to stand for their mission, by virtue of this act.

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act approving the Proceedings of the Commissions of the

General Assemblies, 1690 and 1C94.

The General Assembly of this National Church, having heard the report of a com-
mittee of their own number, appointed to revise, consider, and examine the actings

and proceedings of the Commission for Visitations on the North side of Tay, appointed

by the General Assembly, 1690, beginning the 14th day of November 1690, and
ending the 30th of October 1691 years, inclusive of both days; as also, the actings

and proceedings of the commissioners appointed by the General Assembly, 1694, to

meet at Edinburgh, beginning the 18th April 1694, and ending the 5th day of April

1695, inclusive of both days ; and, after serious and mature consideration thereofi find-

ing that the whole acts, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said commissioners, con-

tained in the register thereof, do evidence much wisdom, diligence, vigilancy, and

commendable zeal ; and that the said commissioners have orderly and formally pro-

ceeded in every thing according to their commissions and instructions ; therefore,

this General Assembly did, and hereby do, unanimously ratify and approve the said

whole acts, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said commissioners appointed by the

sai General Assemblies, 1690 and 1694 years.

XVII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act approving the Proceedings of the Committee for the North,

apiwinted hg the General Assemblg, 1694.

The General Assembly of this National Church, having heard the report of a com-
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mittec of their own number, appointed to revise, consider, and examine the actings

and proceedings of the committee of the North, appointed by the General Assembly
held at Edinburgh in the year 1694, beginning the 14th day of June, and ending the

29th day of August next thereafter; and, after serious and mature consideration

thereof, finding that the whole acts, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said commit-
tee, contained in the register thereof, subscribed by Mr William Mackie, clerk thereto,

do evidence much wisdom, prudence, diligence, vigilancy, and commendable zeal,

and that the said committee hath orderly and formally proceeded in every thing ac-

cording to their commission and instructions ; therefore, this General Assembly, by
an unanimous vote, did, and hereby do, ratify and approve the said whole acts, pro-

ceedings, and conclusions, of the said committee appointed for the North, contained

in the said register.

xvm.

Eadem Sessione.—Act recommending to Ministers to Preach Catechetical Doctrine.

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering how necessary and
edifying it is that the people be well acquainted with the fundamental principles of

the Christian religion, do, therefore, recommend to the cai'e of ministers, that besides

their ordinary work of catechizing, they also preach catechetical doctrine, at such

times, and in such manner, as they shall find most conducive for the edification of

their flocks.

XIX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Recomnlendations for Charity,

The General Assembly appoints that no minister, kirk-sessions, or ciders, give re-

commendations for charity to any without the bounds of their own parishes, nor

Presbyteries without the bounds of their Presbyteries, nor Provincial Synods without

their bounds ; and that any recommendations so to be given within their respective

bounds shall be for a definite time.

XX.

Eadem Sessione.— Commission of the General Assembly for some Commissioners to meet

at Edinburgh,

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering the many vacant

chm'ches on the North side of Tay, and having laid down a way for a more expeditious

planting of ministers therein, doth, therefore, by these presents, nominate and appoint

Messrs John Dysert, minister of the Gospel at Coldingham, &c. &c., to be commis-

sioners of the General Assembly to the efiect after expressed, with full power and com-

mission to the said persons, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any

fifteen of the said commissioners, whereof nine are always to be ministers, to meet

and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, upon the first Tuesday after

the dissolution of this General Assembly, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and after-

wards to meet the first Wednesday of every month, and oftencr as they shall see

needful, during the continuance of this commission; and the General Assembly re-

quires all the members of this commission to attend punctually the first meeting

thereof, and all the quarterly meetings thereafter, and which conuuissioners, at their

first and c[uarterly meetings, are to take into their consideration the particular affairs

recommended to them by the General Assembly, and the monthly and quarterly

meetings to consider the transportations of the twenty-two ministers from the South

to the North, with power also to the said commissioners to choose their own modera-

tor and clerk. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully empowers and authorises

the said commissioners, and their quorum foresaid, to consider, cognosce, and finally

determine, as they shall see cause, in all references, appeals, and other matters, that
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have been or shall be particularly remitted to them for that effect, by any act or order

of this Assembly ; all which are holdcn as herein expressed. And, finally, to proceed

and coEjnosce in every thing contained in, and conform to the overtures and instruc-

tions thercanent, approven by this General Assembly upon the last day of December
last, entitled, " Act approving Overtures anent a more expeditious and certain way for

Planting the North with fixed Ministers," as fully and freely as if the same were in

these presents at full length inserted and set down. This commission is also to corre-

spond with the State for appointing fasts and thanksgivings as occasion falls out, and
to specify the causes thereof. Likeas, the General Assembly hereby prohibit the

said commissioners to meddle in any other matter than what is herein contained

;

declaring also, that in and for all their actings the said commissioners shall be ac-

countable to and censurable by the next ensuing General Assembly of this Church

;

and, lastly, the General Assembly hereby declares that this commission shall continue
till the meeting of the next General Assembly of this National Church.

XXL

Sess. 18, January 4, 1696, ante meridiem.—Act against the Atheistical Opinions of the

»
Deists, andfor estahlishinf/ the Confession of Faith.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their serious considera-
tion, that, in many places, not a few, of Atheistical principles, who go under the name
of Deists, and for the time refuse the odious character of Atheist, maintain and dis-

seminate pernicious principles tending to Scepticism and Atheism ; and that there is

no small ground to fear the spreading of that gangrene through this land, where (as

it is credibly informed) there are not wanting active factors for Satan, and his king-
dom of darkness, who make it their great business to overturn and ridicule true and pure
religion. Do, therefore, seriously recommend to, and enjom the ministers of the Gos-
pel, where there is any apparent hazard of such a contagion, to warn and guard the
Lord's people against that infernal course, and to detect the abominableness of the
tenets of those men, such as the denying of all revealed religion, the grand mysteries
of the Gospel, viz. The doctrine of the Trinity—the incarnation of the Messiah his
satisfaction to justice—salvation through Him—justification by His imputed rio-hteous-

ness to them who believe on His name—the resurrection of the dead—and, in a word
the certainty and authority of Scripture revelation ; as also, their asserting that there
must be a mathematical evidence for each purpose, before we can be obliged to assent
to any proposition thereanent, and that natural light is sufficient to salvation. It is

also hereby required that authors, who treat well of those subjects, be named to the
people, in order to perusal ; as likewise, that ministers deal seriously with the se-
duced, and such as are mostly in hazard to be perverted ; but especially with seducers
and iraposters, that, after sufficient instruction and admonition, these be proceeded
against as scandalous and heretical apostates used to be ; and, in general the As-
sembly doth discharge all ministers, and other members of this Church, to publish or
vent, either by speaking, writing, printing, teaching, or preaching any doctrine, tenet,

or opinion contrary unto, or inconsistent with, the Confession of Faith of this Church,
or any article, part, or proposition therein ; and appoints that all such as contravene
this act, or any part thereof, be censured by the Church according to their demerit

XXIL

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Students.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the danger that ariseth to the
Church and to the souls of people, and the contempt that may be brought on the
ministry, by licensing or ordaining young men, without sufficient proof of their piety,
gravity, prudence, sobriety, orthodoxy, and learning, do, therefore, appoint, that strict

inquiry be made into all these qualifications of such as are offered to Presbyteries in
order to passing their trials, and that such be rejected who have not sufficient testi-

t?
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monials from universities of their good behaviour and proficiency
; (and that the

usual school-degrees be inquired after, though not made a necessary qualification,) or, at

least, should not be found to have retricvetl their lost time at schools by after diligence
;

as also, that such as are esteemed to be vain, or imprudent, or proud, or worldly-mind-

ed, by the generality of sober intelligent persons, who converse with them, shall be
kept back from that sacred work.

In order to the education of young men for the ministry, it is recommended to

Professors in Divinity, that they require of such students as they employ in any ex-

ercises, testimonials from universities where they have studied, and places where they

have lived.

The General Assembly, considering how necessary it is that they who declare the

oracles of God to others should themselves understand them in the original lan-

guages, do require that none be licensed to preach, or ordained to the ministry, un-
less they give good proof of their understanding the Greek and Hebrew ; and the

General Assembly recommendeth to all candidates for the ministry to study also the

other oriental languages, especially the Chaldaic and Syriac, so far as they can.

It is also recommended that they be tried not only in the great controversies of

religion, but also in the controversies concerning the government and discipline of

the Church.

XXIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act orient Irregularities.

The General Assembly do seriously recommend it to all Synods and Presbyteries,

that they advert to the many irregularities committed by vagrant unfixed ministers,

many of whom are lying under ecclesiastical censures, to the great scandal and hin-

derance of the Gospel, and tending to the rending of churches and congregations

;

and prudently to proceed to take such course anent them as the circumstances of

the case and time requires ; and appoints Presbyteries, where any great difficulty oc-

curs, in cases of this nature, to consult their Synods, or the commission appointed by

this Assembly tbereanent, before they proceed to any further censure.

XXIV.

The General Assembly s Letter to his Majesty.

May it please your Majesty,

As we do adore the infinite goodness and mercy of God towards Britain and Ire-

land, in setting your Majesty King over us, and in working by you so great deliver-

ance for us ; so we do fi-om our hearts bless God, for mercifully preserving your sacred

person, in midst of so many dangers as you have been exposed to by sea and land,

and in granting such success to your arms the last campaign.

We do also, with humble gratitude, acknowledge your Majesty's many royal favours

to this Church, and that not only under the shadow of your protection, and with the

countenance of vour IMajesty's authority and laws, we may peaceably meet together

in a National Assembly ; but that your Majesty hath honoured us, to send as your

commissioner to represent your Majesty's royal person among us, the Lord Carmi-

chael, a person of known and approved integrity and loyalty to your JNIajesty, and

who hath been formerly, and still, is most acceptable to us all.

We do humbly beg and confidently hope, your Majesty, as appointed of God to

be the nursing father of his Church, will continue your royal favour and protection

to us, and command the vigorous execution of your good laws, against all imgodliness

and unrighteousness, that our land may be thoroughly reformed fi'om vice, and purged

of whatsoever doth offend.

We do sincerely profess, that next to our duty to God and our Lord Jesus Christ,

it is our desire to approve ourselves dutiful subjects to youi' Majesty, and it shall be
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our endeavour, by doctrine and example, in our several capacities to promote your

Majesty's honour and service in the Lord among the people.

That Almighty God may bless and long preserve yom- royal person, direct and
prosper vom- councils and government, grant you always dutiful and loyal subjects,

faithful and victorious armies and navies, give you the hearts of your subjects and
necks of yoiu- enemies, that religion and righteousness may flourish in your days, that

you may be a repairer of the breaches and builder of the house of God, and the re-

storer of the peace and liberty of Europe, is, and shall be, the incessant prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Patrick Simson, Moderator.

XXV.

Ecidcm Sesswne.—Act continuing the Supplies of Preaching for the North, conform to

the Act of the General Assembly, 1694.

The General Assembly, considering that the vacancies on the North side of the

river of Tay have increased greatly since the sitting of the last General Assembly

;

as also, the paucity of ministers in these parts, and having before them several peti-

tions from noblemen, gentlemen, burgesses, and others, living in these parts, craving

that the Assembly would increase the supply of these bounds, and promising that

they should give all due encouragement to such as the Lord, by this Assembly, shall

be pleased to direct to them ; therefore, the General Assembly have ordained, and
hereby ordains, the ordinary supplies for the North to continue till the next General
Assembly, conform to the 14tli Act of the last General Assembly, entitled, " Act ap-

pointing some Ministers for the Supply of the North ;" and recommends to Presby-

teries and Synods, that the same be made effectual, these named, and formerly ap-

pointed to be sent from the several Presbyteries, by way of mission, being always sus-

tained as a part of the said supply ; and, lastly, the Genei'al Assembly exempts the

province of Perth, in their present circumstances, from all supplies to the North.

XXVL

Eadem Sessione.—Act Declaring the Appeals made to this Assemblyfrom the Committee

of the Assembly, lG94,ybr the North, to hefallen from and mdl.

The General Assembly, considering that they had, upon the second day of January
instant, caused call these persons who had appealed from, protested against, and de-

clined the committee appointed for the North by the late General Assembly, to have
compeared before the last day of this Assembly, to prosecute their said appeals and
protestations, and answer for their declinatures, with certification if they compeared
not, to prosecute the same before that time, their said appeals and protestations should

be declared to be fallen from, void and null. And now finding that the said persons

have not compeared before this Assembly for the effect foresaid : Therefore, the Ge-
neral Assembly do hereby declare all the said appeals to be deserted, fallen from,

void, and null, to all intents and purposes, because they have not been insisted in be-

ifore this Assembly.

XXVIL

Eadem Sessione.—Act and Sentence of Suspension against Mr John Hepburn.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their serious consi-

deration the references made to them concerning Mr John Hepburn, minister, and
having often caused call the said Mr John to have compeared before this Assembly,
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conform to the citation given him thereanent, to answer to these things wherewith he

is charged, but he not compearing, the General Assembly, upon the 25th day of De-
cember last, appointed a committee of their own number to consider the whole pro-

cess led against him, and make report ; which committee did, upon the 3d day of

January instant, bring in some overtures thereanent, and the said report, together

with an extract of the process and depositions of witnesses led against him ; as also

his own confession being considered, the General Assembly found that several articles

were sufficiently proven against him, and therefore were of the judgment, that though

the said Mr John Hepburn deserved the highest censure of the Church, yet to mani-

fest all tenderness and willingness to reclaim him, they did appoint that in case Mr
John Hepburn would oblige himself under his hand, to walk orderly in all time

coming, and embrace a call when offered to him, and oblige himself to attend the

charge he should be fixed to, and submit himself to the respective judicatories of this

Church, and forbear after this to preach or exercise any other part of his ministry

without the consent of the said judicatories, in that case the Assembly declared they

should let all processes led against him fall ; but in case he either appeared not be-

fore this Assembly, or should not oblige himself as aforesaid, then the General As-

sembly appointed him to be suspended from the office of the ministry, with certifica-

tion that he should be deposed by the Synod of Dumfries, if he should be found to

contravene the said act of suspension, with which sentence the said Synod shall ac-

quaint all other Presbyteries within this National Church. Likeas, in case the said

Mr John shall be deposed, the General Assembly did appoint that the whole process

led against him shall be printed, that all men may see the moderation and justice of

the several judicatories that had occasion to process him ; and in case that the Assem-

bly should suspend him, and he submit thereunto, that it should be free for the said

Synod or Presbytery of Dumfries to take off the said sentence upon his application

and desire of the same, and embracing the terms above specified ; and, upon the day

and date hereof, the said Mr John Hepburn being again thrice publicly called at

the most patent door of the church where the Assembly was sitting, and not com-

pearing, the General Assembly, being well and ripely advised with the whole pre-

mises, did, and hereby do, actually suspend the said Mr John Hepburn from the

exercise of his ministry, and appoints these presents to be intimated by the minister

who is to preach in the New Church of Edinburgh the nest Lord's Day ; as also, that

the sentence be afterwards intimated in all the parish churches within the Provincial

Synods of Glasgow, Ayr, and Dumfries.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh

upon the 2d day of January 1697 years.

The General Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer,

singing of the 85th Psalm, from the 6th verse to the end, and pronouncing of the

blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by me,

J. Bannatyne, Ck. St/n. National.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH THE 2d DAY OF JANUARY 1697.

I.

Sess. 1, January 2, 1697.— The recording of his Majesty's Commission to the Lorjf.

Carmichael, for representing his Majesty in this Assembly,

This day, the General Assembly of the ministers and elders of this National
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Church being convened, there was produced to them by a noble Lord, John Lord
Carmichael, his Majesty's commission under the Great Seal of this kingdom, nomi-
nating and appointing him to be his Majesty's High Commissioner and representative

in this National Assembly, which was pubhcly read in their audience, with all due
honour and respect ; and the General Assembly appointed, and hereby appoints, the

same to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, therein to remain, ad futuram
rei memoriam, the tenor whereof follows :

—" Gulielmus," &c.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—His Majestifs gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

The said day his Majesty's High Commissioner produced his Majesty's most
gracious letter directed to this Assembly, which was publicly read in their hearing,

with all due respect, and appointed to be registered in the books of this Assembly,

the tenor whereof follows :

—

William R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved.

We greet you well. The proceedings of the last General Assembly were very

satisfying to us, which hath encouraged us to allow and countenance your meeting
now. We have chosen our right trusty and well-beloved councillor, John Lord
Carmichael, to represent our royal person, and bear our authority as our Com-
missioner, in this Assembly. We have sufficient experience of his fidelity to us, and
of his ability and fitness for discharging this trust. The present juncture of affairs

will not allow of your sitting long ; therefore, you are to lose no time in doing what
is most necessary for suppressing and restraining of vice and profanity, and in plant-

ing of vacant churches with pious and moderate ministers. This will be acceptable

to us, and in doing which, you shall have all necessary concurrence and assistance.
' As we have done formerly, so we do now upon this occasion assure you that we are

resolved to maintain Presbyterian Church government in that our kingdom of Scot-

land ; and therefore we expect, that in all matters that come before you, you will

proceed and conclude with calmness and moderation, which is the duty of all, espe-

cially in church meetings. Wc leave what further is necessary to oiu- Commissioner,
whom we have fully instructed. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Kensington, the 24th Day of December 1696, and of our
reign the 8 th year.

By His Majesty's Command,
TuLLrBARDENE,

I
For the Reverend, trasty, and well-beloved Ministers, and Elders, met in the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, at Edinburgh.

HI.

Sess. 3, Jaiiuar}/ 4, 1697, ante meridiem.—Actfor hrinfjing in and enrolling the Names

of all Probationers for the Ministry, and Students of Divinity.

The General Assembly, for several weighty causes, hereby enacts and appoints

that the commissioners from the several Presbyteries within this Church bring in an

account to the General Assembly yearly of all the Students of Divinity who have

passed their trials, in order to the ministry, from one Assembly to another ; as also,

of all others who have not passed trials, that have an eye to the holy ministry, and do
attend the lessons of the several Professors of Divinity in the Universities, and per-

form the exercises enjoined them there ; that a roll may be made of them, and their

names read in open Assembly, and recorded in the registers thereof.

2 K
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IV.

Sess. 4, January 6, 1697, ajite meridiem.— The General Assembly's Answer to

His Majesty s gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We, the Ministers and Elders met in this National Assembly of the Church of

Scotland, are very sensible of our happiness in your Majesty's being satisfied with

the proceedings of the last Assembly, and in being pleased to signify so much by
your gracious letter directed to us ; and we are no less sensible of your Majesty's

goodness, in giving your royal countenance to our meeting at this time, being the

very same time unto which it was indicted at the close of the last Assembly : and
your Majesty's reiterated choice of the Lord Carmichael to represent your royal

person among us, who hath on all occasions manifested an untainted fidelity unto

your Majesty, and constant kindness to this Church, is a fresh proof of your Majesty's

tender care of us. We reckon it our bounden duty so to consider the present juncture

of your affairs, as that our being long together may not be any way prejudicial unto

the same, and therefore shall dispatch what is presently necessary with all applica-

tion, delaying other things to a more convenient season ; and we hope your Majesty

'

shall never find any Assembly of the Church of Scotland uneasy on that head. Sir,

as we cannot but lament the abounding of impiety and profanity in this land, so we
must acknowledge your Majesty's Christian care, in enacting good laws for sup-

pressing the same ; the vigorous execution of which we humbly beg, as that which

will highly tend to the exalting of the glory of God, and to the establishing of your

throne ; and we, for our parts, shall use all ecclesiastic means proper for us, that may
be conducive thereunto. We have, through the good hand of God upon us, made
some considerable progress in planting vacant congregations, and we do look upon it

as the chief part of the work which we have to do at this time, to make further ad-

vancements therein, by encouraging all pious and serious persons to join with us in

the work of the Gospel, and by facilitating their settlement in places where they

may be most useful, and where there is greatest need of them. We beg leave ou
this occasion, to acknowledge your INIajesty's royal bounty bestowed on this Church
since the last Assembly, for defraying the public charges of the same, which we shall

be careful to apply to the uses your Majesty designed it for.

May God always preserve your sacred person from all both secret attempts and
open violence of execrable men ; may you have a long and prosperous reign over

these nations ; may j'our forces have success both by sea and land ; may your people's

love and fidelity answer the manifold obligations you have laid upon them ; and, after

a fulness of earthly blessings here, may you for ever wear a crown of glory that fadeth

not away ; which are the sincere prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

W. Crichton, Moderator.

V.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Overtures concerning the Discipline and Method of pro-

ceeding in Ecclesiastic Judicatories, offei-ed to the Assembly by a private hand.

The General Assembly, having heard the Report of a Committee of their own
number for overtures anent the " Overtures concerning the Discipline and Method

of proceeding in Ecclesiastic Judicatories in the Church of Scotland," now produced

in their own presence, appoints the same to be sent as overtures, from private hands.
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to the several Presbyteries within this National Church; and ordains the said Presby-

teries to send their animadversions and observations thereupon to the commission to

be appointed by this Assembly, betwixt and the first of August next; and appoints the

said commission to prepare the said overtures against the General Assembly, to be

brought in thereto as overtures ; and appoints the Commissioners from Presbyteries

to take copies of the said overtures from George Mossman, the Assembly's printer,

for the end foresaid.

VI.

Sess. 5, January 1, 1697, ante meridiem.—Act arwnt these Ministers mho have not

oheyed the appointment ofthe last Assembly concerning the Mission to the North.

The said day, in presence of the General Assembly, the committee for overtures

reported, that, according to the appointment of this Assembly, they had been taking

trial how the act of the late Assembly concerning the mission of some ministers to

the North was observed, and had called the Presbyteries and persons concerned to

have compeared before them ; and that as to Mr James Thomson, Mr John Sandi-

lands, Mr Robert Edgar, Mr Andrew Rodgers, Mr John Paisley at Lochwinnoch, and
Mr Donald Campbell, there were defences made for them ; and the said committee

were of opinion, that they were not censurable in respect of their defences, which
were held forth in presence of the Assembly ; and the General Assembly having con-

sidered the same, they find it necessary that exact obedience be given to the Assem-
bly's acts ; and, therefore, though the persons above named have not been found
censurable, yet the General Assembly appoints the respective Presbyteries to whom
they belong to see them fulfil their mission, and, in case the Presbytery find sufficient

ground to exonerate them, it must be done with this special provision, that the Presby-

tery provide another fit person in their room, as they will be answerable, and that

their mission be fulfilled betwixt and the first of August; it being alwaj's understood

as the mind of this Assembly, that they are liable to calls and transportations, as these

on the first mission, except one be already transported out of their Presbytery.

And the General Assembly having heard the report of the Committee for Over-
tures anent Mr James Stirling and Mr William Steel, who, though they went to the

North, did not stay their full time, and Mr Joseph Drew, who did not at all go North
in mission, according to the appointment of the last Assembly ; they being called

and all absent, and not sending their excuses, and likewise the defences made for

. them, for their not giving obedience, being considered, as also the opinion of the

said Committee for Overtures finding their defences irrelevant,—the General Assem-
bly appoints the said Mr James Stirling and Mr William Steel to fulfil their mission

betwixt and the first of August next ; and as to Mr Joseph Drew, because he hath not

as yet been in the North, appoints him to repair to the Province of Moray, and there

stay and exercise his ministry for four months betwixt and the said time.

VII.

Endem Sessione.—Act anent Family Worship, and censuring Ruling Elders and

Deacons ivho neglect the same.

The General Assembly, considering how necessary a duty it is that the worship of

God, and calling upon his name, be daily performed in all families, do recommend it to

ministers and elders in each congregation to take care thereof, and it being the duty

of all ruling elders and deacons to be exemplary herein, the Assembly renews and

confirms the act of Assembly, 1694, made against profaneness, recommending that

none be ruling elders who make not conscience of this unquestionable duty ; and do

likewise appoint, that in case any elders or deacons shall neglect to worship God in

their families, by themselves, or others appointed for that effect, that they be seriously

admonished to amend, and, if need be, rebuked for the same ; and if, notwithstanding

of admonitions and rebukes of the minister and other elders, any elder or deacon

continue obstinate in their neglect, that sucli elder or deacon be removed from his

office by the Presbytery ; and appoints this act to be read in all the churches yearly

;
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as also the said 13th act of the Assembly, 1694, against profaneness, aud that upon
the^first Sabbath of May.

VIIL

Sess. 6, Januanj 8, 1697, post meridiem.—Actfor punctual Obedience to Appointments

ofMinisters to supply Vacant Churches.

The General Assembly, considering how much it is the duty of all the ministers of

this Church to give punctual and exemplary obedience to all the acts and appoint-

ments of the Assemblies thereof, and particularly that, in the present exigency of the

Church, wherein there continues so considerable a number of vacancies, ministers ap-

pointed by the General Assemblies, or their authority, to labour for some time in these

corners of the Church, where the vacancies arc most numerous, ought exactly to obey

the same, at and during the time of their appointment, and that their neglect herein

is very prejudicial to the interest of the Gospel, and discouraging to the ministers

who are settled in these parts ; do, therefore, in the fear of the Lord, obtest and be-

seech all ministers to be diligent and faithful in their performance of what is aji-

pointed them ; and do appoint that in case any minister shall not exactly and timeously

perform their respective appointments, particularlj' in going to the North, that they

shall be suspended from the exercise of their ministry for the space of three months

by their respective Presbyteries, so soon as they begin to neglect this duty : And the

General Assembly do require the Moderators of the several Presbyteries to move and

propose to the Presbyteries to proceed to inflict the censure above appointed without

delay ; and in case any Moderator shall neglect and delay the performance of his duty

hereby required, that the said Moderator be suspended from the exercise of his mini-

stry, by the next ensuing Synod of the bounds, for the space of three months ; and in

case that inevitable impediments fall providentially in the way of ministers, thus ap-

pointed for supplies, that cannot but free the minister of any neglect, that the Pres-

bytery he belongs unto record the same in their registers, and produce them to their

Synod at their next meeting, to be by them judged ; but withal, the Presbytery in

that case shall be obliged to send another under the same certifications ; but so soon

as he applies to the Presbytery, and offers obedience, the Presbytery shall be obliged

to take off the act of suspension. And the General Assembly appoints their churches

to be supplied daily, or at least two Sabbaths of three, during their absence, and the

ministers appointed to make these supplies, in case of their neglect, are to be Presby-

terially rebuked, and that inserted in the records of the Presbytery ; and that Synods

do particularly enquire anent, and see to the execution of this act, and make report

to the next ensuing Assembly.

IX.

Eadem Sessione Act anent the Method ofjmssing Acts ofAssemhly ofgeneral

concern to the Church, andfor preventing of Innovations.

(Commonly called the Barrier Act.)

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the overture and act made in

the last Assembly concerning innovations, and having heard the report of the several

commissioners from Presbj'teries to whom the consideration of the same was recom-

mended, in order to its being more ripely advised and determined in this Assembly

;

and considering the frequent practice of former Assemblies of this Church, and that

it will mightily conduce to the exact obedience of the Acts of Assemblies, that Gene-

ral Assemblies be very deliberate in making of the same, and that the whole Church

have a previous knowledge thereof, and their opinion be had therein, and for pre-

venting any sudden alteration or innovation, or other'prejudice to the Church, in either

doctrine or worship, or discipline, or government thereof, now happily established

;

do, therefore, appoint, enact, and declare, that before any General Assembly of this

Church shall pass any acts, which are to be binding rules and constitutions to the

Church, the same acts be first proposed as overtures to the Assembly, and, being by
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them passed as such, be remitted to the consideration of the several Presbyteries of this

Church, and their opinions and consent reported by their commissioners to the next

General Assembly following, who may then pass the same in acts, Lf the more gene-
ral opinion of the Church thus had agree thereunto.

X.

Scss. 7, January %, \&%1 , ante meridiem.— Overture for punctual sending of Commis-
sioners to General Assemblies, and their Attendance during the Sitting thereof.

(An Act relative to this subject was passed in 1698.)

XI.

Sess. 8, January 11, 1697, post meridiem Act against Profaneness.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their most serious con-
sideration, that notvrithstanding of the weighty commands and dreadful threatenings

contained in the Scriptures of truth, and the many laudable Christian laws of this

nation, and the acts of the General Assemblies of this Church against all impiety and
profaneness, yet the open outbreakings of wickedness are not restrained, but God
is daily dishonoured and provoked, the profession of Christianity discredited, and the

pernicious infection of ill example disseminated and spread abroad by the abounding
scandals of profane and idle swearing, cursing, Sabbath-breaking, profane with-

-drawing from and contempt of Gospel ordinances
; yea, opposing the dispensing of

them, by hindering the planting of churches, and discouraging the endeavours of

others for calling and fixing a faithful Gospel ministry among them, mocking of

piety and religion, and the exercises thereof, fornication, adultery, drunkenness, ex-
cessive tippling. Deism, blasphemy, and other gross abominable sins. And whereas,

not only did the General Assembly, by their act April 16, 1694, recommend to all

ministers and kirk-sessions carefully to apply to the several magistrates of their bounds
for putting the acts of Parliament against profaneness in execution ; but likewise,

this current Parliament hath, by their acts, cntituled, " Against Profaneness," June 15,

1693, June 28, 1695, and October 9, 1696, declared that ministers, kirk-sessions, and
presbyteries, shall, by themselves, or others in their name, have good interest to apply
for and pinsue the execution of the said acts ; and albeit execution is ordained to

pass at the instance of any person whatsoever, yet, it being especially incumbent
upon ministers and Church judicatories to hold hand thereto, Therefore, that this

National Assembly may not be wanting to their duty, in contributing their utmost
endeavours for bearing down and punishing of all immorality and wickedness, they
do, in the first place, in the awe and dread of the great God, who will not hold them
guiltless that break any of his commandments, beseech, warn, and obtest, all the people
of this Church and nation, to break off their sins by repentance, and seriously, in the

fear of the Lord, to apply themselves to a sober, conscientious. Christian, and circum-

spect walk, in all manner of conversation, as becomes the professors of the glorious

Gospel of the blessed God, and of that religion which is pure and undefiled, and as

they would not incur the heavy displeasure and just indignation of the Holy One, in

being excluded for ever from seeing his face in peace, and pull down his temporal

judgments upon themselves and upon the land. And, next, they do require all

the ministers of this Church freely and faithfully to preach against the fore-mentioned
enormous sins, as the crying sins of the time, that people may be brought to a con-
viction and sense of their heinousness and danger, and may refrain, not only for fear,

but from conscience. And, farther, they do appoint that Presbyteries and Kirk-
sessions do faithfully and impartially exercise church discipline against all such
scandalous offenders, and use all suitable means, in dealing with their consciences, to

bring them to unfeigned repentance and reformation ; and they seriously recommend
to Ministers and members of Kirk-sessions, from a true zeal for God, to hold hand to

Jhe delating, informing against, and punishing of all profane transgressors, without
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respect of persons, by civil punishments, conform to the acts of Parliament made in

that behalf, and that they record their diligence in their session-books, that the same

may be seen by their Presbyteries, who are hereby required to make inquiry therein

at their visitations; and lest any may be found backward in performing their re-

spective duties, from an unwillingness to displease or disoblige persons of note, who
may happen to be guilty, the General Assembly earnestly exhorts all ministers and
elders, and all Christians, to remember that in this matter they have to do with the

great and terrible God, whose honour is to be preferred, and whose wrath is to be

feared, before all other considerations whatsoever ; and they overture, that whatever

minister or member of session be found faulty in neglecting to pursue the foresaid

scandals in their stations, the said minister or member of session be complained of

and censured by the Presbytery for the first fault, and that the censure be recorded

;

and that the second negligence be delated to and censured by the Synod ; and that

for the third neglect they be censured by the Synod with suspension, to be recorded

in the Synod register. xVnd albeit the General Assembly hath iiill confidence in

the integrity and zeal of all honest Christian magistrates, and that they will with firm-

ness and resolution make conscience of the obligations of their office, and faithfully

discharge the trust committed to them by God, and the supreme authority of this

nation
; yet because a slackness or backwardness may fall out in some particular places,

and there hath been hitherto a most lamentable defectiveness in putting the laws

against profaneness into execution, and some have refused to 'give deputations and

commissions for that end, to persons who have been duly nominated and presented to

them : Therefore, the General Assembly doth recommend to each minister or kirk-

session who shall find cause to complain of a magistrate for negligence in executing

the said laws, or for refusing deputation and commission to such persons as are duly

elected and presented to them, (from parishes where there is no ordinary magistrate

residing,) conform to the above mentioned act of Parliament, October 9, 1696, that

they acquaint their Presbyteries therewith ; and that the said Presbytery having used

all previous means in dealing with the consciences of the said magistrate without any

good effect, do, with the kirk-agent, thereafter pursue the said negligent or refractory

magistrate before the Lords of Council or Session, according to the foresaid acts of

Parliament. And, lastly, that these presents be read in all churches within this king-

dom twice a-year from the pulpit, to wit, upon the first Sabbaths after Whitsunday
and Martinmas yearly.

xn.

Sess. 8, January 11, 1697 ,
post meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders

for Playitina Vacant Churches in the North, and some other particular Affairs com-

mitted ti> thevi hy the General Assvmhli/.

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering the many vacant

churches on the North side of Tay, and that the last Assembly had laid down a

way for a more expeditious planting of ministers therein, which hath not yet had the

full effect desired; doth, therefore, by these presents, nominate and appoint Messrs

Alexander Colden, Minister of the Gospel at Dunse, &c., &c., to be commissioners of

the General Assembly, to the effect after mentioned, with full power and commis-

sion to the said persons, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any fifteen of

the said commissioners, whereof nine are always to be ministers, to meet and con-

vene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first day after the dissolution of

this Assembly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, and afterwards to meet the first

Tuesday of every month, and oftener, as they shall see needful, during the continu-

ance of this commission; and the General Assembly requires all the members of

this commission to attend carefully the meetings thereof) especially the quarterly

meetings, which are hereby declared to be their meetings, on the first Tuesdays of

March, June, September, and December, and that at the least one out of every Pres-

bytery be present then ; with power to the said commissioners, or their quorum, to

choose their own moderator and clerk. And suchhke, the General Assembly fully
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empowers and authorises the said eommissioners to consider, cognosce, and finally

determine, as they shall see cause, any calls and processes of transportation, of any

of the forty-four ministers nominated to go North by way of mission, by the last As-

sembly, and that in the same way and manner, and with the same powers granted to

the co'ramission of the last General Assembly, in relation to the said forty-fom- mini-

sters then nominated, whether these of them who have already obeyed their mission,

or these who have it to fulfil, or these who are or shall be named in their room, in

case of inevitable impediment of their fulfilment of the same, as is already provided

by a former Act of this Assembly : And likewise to proceed and cognosce in every

thing contained in and conform to the instructions to be given unto them by this

Assembly, as fully and freely as if the same were in these presents at full length

inserted and set down : And also to consider, cognosce, and determine, in all refer-

ences, appeals, and other matters, that have been, or shall be particularly remitted to

them for that eifect, by any act or order of this Assembly, all which are holden as

herein expressed. This commission is also to correspond with the State anent fasts

and thanksgivings, as occasion falls out, and to specify the causes thereof: and like-

wise to give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery in difficult cases, as

they shall be applied unto by them: And the Assembly do hereby prohibit the said com-

missioners to meddle in any other matter than what is contained herein ; declaring

also, that in and for all their actings, the said Commissioners shall be accountable to

and censurable by the next ensuing General Assembly of this Churcli- And, lastly,

the General Assembly hereby declares that this commission shall continue till the

meeting of the next General Assembly of this National Church.

xm.

Sesi. 9, January 12, 1697, ante meridiem.—Act and Recommendation anent Ministers

to the Army.

The said day there was presented to the General Assembly a letter fi'om the Right

Honourable the Viscount of Teviot, Commander-in-chief of his Majesty's forces

within this kingdom, desiring them to fall upon some way how the said standing

forces may be provided with preachers, and until that be obtained, that they serious-

ly recommend to the respective ministers and church-sessions where they are, or

shall be ordered to quarter, to provide them with convenient seats for hearing with

the said congregations, and to inspect and notice them as they do other parishioners

during their abode there, and assuring that care shall be taken that they attend ordi-

nances, and walk inoffensively ; and desiring that the General Assembly would be

pleased to recommend to such as they appoint to manage their affairs in the inter-

vals of Assemblies, to notice how this is performed ; as the said letter, dated the

11th of January instant, and signed by the said noble Lord, in itself bears: Which
letter being read and duly considered, the General Assembly unanimously did, and

hereby do, recommend to the respective ministers, kirk-sessions, and others concerned,

where any of the said forces are or shall be ordered to be quartered, to provide

them with convenient seats for hearing with the said congregations, and to inspect

and notice them as they do other parishioners during their abode there, and, if need

be, to apply to the commanding officers, for taking care that inferior officers and sol-

diers attend ordinances, and walk inoffensively. And, farther, the General Assembly
hereby recommends and refers to the commission appointed by this Assembly, during

the continuance thereof, to take notice how this is performed ; and likewise recom-

mends to the said commission to fall upon all expedient ways competent for them,

how the said forces may be provided with preachers, and, upon apphcation, to settle

ministers in regiments belonging to this kingdom.
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XIV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act aj/pointing some Ministers to go for the Supply of the North
quarterly, until the next Assembly.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration, that al-

beit there hath been a good progress made in settling of vacancies be-North the Water
of Tay, yet by reason of emerging deaths of some, and legal deprivation of others

of the late conform ministers, who had till then possessed their churches, many va-

cancies are at present in that part of this Church, and the ministers who are settled

there are not in a condition to supply the same in a suitable manner: Therefore, the

General Assembly have ordained, and hereby ordains, that the Synods be-South Tay
after named shall send to the bounds of the Synods of Angus and Mearns, Aber-
deen, Moray, Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, and Presbyteries of Ferth, Auchter-
arder, and Dunkeld, within the Synod of Perth, the number of eighteen ministers

quarterly, according to the proportions after named : viz., that three be sent to sup-

ply the vacancies in the Presbyteries of Perth, Auchterarder, and Dunkeld ; three

to supply the vacancies of the Synod of Angus and Mearns ; five to supply the va-

cancies of the Synod of Aberdeen ; five to supply the vacancies of the Synod of

Moray ; and two to supply the vacancies of the Synod of Ross, Sutherland, and
Caithness : And the Assembly ordains these above supplies of eighteen ministers to

be sent quarterly by the Synods after named, according to the following proportions,

to wit, that from the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, there be sent quarterly three

;

fi-om the Synod of Lothian four; from the Synod of Dumfries one ; from the Synod
of Galloway one ; from the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr five ; from the Synod of

Fife three ; and from the Presbyteries of Stirling and Dunblane, within the Synod
of Perth and Stirling, one : And likewise the Assembly doth ordain, that these three

ministers who shall go in supply from the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, shall sup-

ply the vacancies in the Synod of Angus and Mearns ; that of the four who shall go
from the Synod of Lothian, two shall go to the bounds of the Synod of Aberdeen,

and the other two to the Synod of Moray, as the Synod of Lothian shall determine

;

that the one who shall go from the Synod of Dumfries shall go to the Presbyteries

of Perth, Auchterarder, and Dunkeld ; that the one who shall go from the Synod of

Galloway shall go to the said Presbyteries of Perth, Auchterarder, and Dunkeld

;

that the five who shall go from the Synod of Glasgow shall go one of them to the said

Presbyteries of Perth, Auchterarder, and Dunkeld, three of them to the Synod of

Aberdeen, and one of them to the Synod of Moray, as the Synod of Glasgow shall

determine ; that the three who shall go from the Sjarod of Fife shall go two of them

to the Synod of Moray, and one of them to the Synods of Ross, Sutherland, and
Caithness, as the Synod of Fife shall determine ; and that the one who shall go from

the Presbyteries of Stirling and Dunblane shall go to the bounds of Ross, Sutherland,

and Caithness. And farther, because it is necessary that the said supplies who shall go

there for the first quarter, be there sooner than the next ordinary meetings of the

Synods ; therefore, the Assembly have nominated, and hereby nominate, the ministers

after named, to repair to the bounds of the Synods after mentioned, to supply the va-

cancies there, and that they be there against the first Sabbath of March next, viz., from

the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, Mr Alexander Lauderat Mordington, &c., &c. And
the Assembly ordains, that the brethren above mentioned, and such who shall be here-

after nominated by their respective Synods for the succeeding quarters, do repair to

the respective bounds, as above set down, against the respective times allotted to them,

and to be directed by the Presbyteries and ministers residing in these respective

Synods they repair to, as to what particular congregations they shall apply themselves

unto. And the Assembly doth farther ordain the above written Synods in the South

to send to the places, and in manner above mentioned, a new quarterly supply of as

many ministers more, to continue for the second quarter, beginning the same the first

of June next, and so forth, quarterly, ay and until the sitting of the next General As-

sembly. And the Assembly recommends to the respective Presbyteries to take care

to supply the kirks of these ministers who shall be sent North for supplies with



1697. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 265

daily preaching, at least two Sabbaths of three : And the Assembly doth likewise or-
dain these ministers sent in supply to the North to get and produce to their own Pres-
bytery a testimonial from the Presbyteries within the bounds where they did supply, of
their having fulfilled their appointment, and of their carriage and behaviour durino-
their abode in these bounds.

°

XV.

Sess. 10 et ult. January 12, \&^7, post meridiem.—Approbation of the Proceedings

of the Commission appointed by the late General Assembly.

The General Assembly of this National Church, having heard the report of a com-
mittee of their own number appointed to consider, revise, and examine the actings
and proceedings of the commissioners appointed to meet at Edinburgh by the late

General Assembly, and after serious consideration thereof, subscribed by Mr John
Moncrief, clerk thereto ; do evidence much wisdom, prudence, and diligence ; and
that the commission hath orderly and formally proceeded in everything accordino- to
their commission and instructions. Therefore, this General Assembly, by an unanimous
vote, did, and hereby do, ratify and approve the said whole actings, .proceedino-s, and
conclusions, of the said commissioners, contained in the said register thereof, beo-innino-

the seventh day of January 1696, and ending the third day of December thereafter

now last bypast, consisting of an hundred and eighteen pages.

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act approving Overtures anent and Instructions to a Commission
for the more full and expeditious Planting of the North.

This day the following Overtures and Instructions were read in presence of the

General Assembly ; the tenor whereof follows :

—

1. That when any parish on the North side of Tay, or of the town and Presbytery

of Perth, and Presbyteries of Auchterarder and Dunkeld, in the Synod of Perth,

shall call any minister belonging to any parish on the North side of Tay, they may,
without sending any commissioner of their own parish to prosecute the same, send
the call approven of and concurred with by the Presbytery of the bounds to the JNIo-

derator of the Commission of this Assembly ; who, for greater expedition, shall

cause double the said call, and attest the copy, and send the same, with the reasons
of the desired transportation, in a letter to the Moderator of that Presbytery, to whom
the minister called doth belong.

2. That the Moderator of the said Presbytery, upon the receipt of the said letter,

shall be obliged to transmit the said call, with the reasons thereof, to the minister

called, and shall cause summon the said minister and the parish he belongs to, the
next Sabbath, in the ordinary way, to appear before the said Presbytery, and answer
the said call and reasons thereof.

3. That if the Presbytery, after they have maturely considered the affair, shall

not grant the desired transportation, the agent for the Kirk, or any person who shall

under his hand be deputed by him, (who is hereby authorised for that effect,) may
appeal from the said Presbytery and their sentence to the Synod of the bounds, or the

next quarterly meeting of the Commission which shall first happen ; and thereby the

said Presbytery shall be obliged to transmit the said call and whole process, with their

sentence and reasons of the same, to the Synod or quarterly meeting of the Commis-
sion which shall first happen, and cite the minister called and parish he belongs to,

for that effect, which Synod or Commission are hereby empowered in that case to

judge the said cause, and determine therein as they shall judge reasonable.

4. And if, when the Synod hath considered such a process, and yet do not transport

the minister called, that there may lie an appeal by the agent for the Kirk, or his

depute, in manner above, to the Commission of this Assembly, whereby the Synod
2 L
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shall be, and hereby is obliged to transmit the whole affair to the next quarterly

meeting of the Commission, and to cite all parties concerned.

5. That when any such process cometh thus before the Commission, they shall

finally determine the same, nor shall these processes go to any ensuing Assembly

either by reference or any other way.

6. That the minister transported by any of the above judicatories, in the manner

above, shall obey the said sentence with certification, conform to former acts of As-

semblies.

7. That seeing the Assembly hath by their act determined and ordained, that the

number of eighteen ministers shall be sent quarterly to the North, from the Synods

in the South, the Assembly doth recommend to these several Synods to send likewise

an c(jual number of probationers to the North, especially those who have had their

birth there, and that these stay six months ; and the Assembly recommends it to the

Commission to take care that the several Synods and probationers do effectually

answer the same, as they will be answerable to the next Assembly.

8. That all ministers and probationers who shall be sent to supply the North shall

not only labour in preaching of the Gospel, but likewise in visiting and catechising

the people, in such method as the Presbytery of the bounds shall direct.

9. The Assembly do require the several Presbyteries on the South side of Tay to

forbear to settle any probationers within their bounds who had their birth on the

North side of Tay, at least until the meeting of the next Assembly ; and do require

the Presbyteries on the North side of Tay to exhort and stir up the people in their

bounds to call probationers who may be settled amongst them, with more ease to

themselves, and less difficulty to the Church ; and the Assembly do recommend it to

the Commission to see due obedience given hereunto.

10. That the Commission do from time to time consider, and take all the amicable and
obliging ways to facilitate the settling of the vacant parishes in the northern bounds
above specified ; and as often as they shall think it fit, that they send a delegated

number of the most experienced of their own iiiembers, to these parts or any corner

thereof, to join with and assist the Presbyteries in these bounds, to facilitate the

planting of these vacancies, and to deal with the heritors and others concerned for

that effect, and that they report from time to time their diligence herein, that the

Commission may proceed accordingly.

11. That this Commission, as often as they shall see cause, do apply to the Govern-
ment or any magistrate for their countenance of and concurrence with the judica-

tories of the Church, in what the law allows, particularly for settling vacant congre-

gations.

12. That the Commission have power to settle Presbyteries in Caithness, Orkney,
and Zetland, so soon as any competent number of ministers shall be settled there, and
to give them such instructions at their first erection as shall be needful for the iiood

of these bounds.

13. That all Presbyteries be very deliberate in their proceedings with any of the

late conforming ministers, either in proceeding against any of them, when accused of

gross uncontroverted scandals, or proceeding in order to their reception into the

government, on their applications in the Terms of the Acknowledgment, settled by

the Assembly, 1694, and take the advice and assistance of some of the neighbouring j^

Presbyteries, and of the Commission. And that the Commission and all other judica-

tories in their proceedings, as to reception of any into the government, do exactly]

keep by the method and the terms of the above mentioned act of the General As-I

sembly, 1694, particularly the sixth overture and instruction to the Commission ap-

pointed by that Assembly.

All these overtures and instructions above written, being maturely considered,

the General Assembly of this National Church did, and hereby do,

approve of the same, and roconnncuds and appoints according thereto

in all points.
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XVII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act against the Deists, ^c.

The General Assembly recommends to all ministers and church judicatories to

obsen'e and put in execution the 21st act of the late General Assembly, entitled
" Act against the Atheistical Opinions of the Deists," and for Establishing the Con-
fession of Faith.

The next General Assembly of this National Church of Scotland is to be held at

Edinburgh upon the second Tuesday of January, 1(598.

The General Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer,

singing the 133d Psalm, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by me,
J. Bannattne, Cls. Syn. National.

-THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, JANUARY 11, 1G08.

Sess. 1, Edinburgh, January 11, 1698.— The Recording of his Majesty's Commission to

the Lord Cannichaelfor Representing his Majesty in this Assembly.

This day, the General Assembly of the ministers and eldei-s of this National
Church being convened, there was produced to them by a noble Lord, John Lord
Carmichael, his Majesty's Commission, under the Great Seal of this kingdom, nomi-
nating and appointing him to be his Majesty's High Commissioner and Representa-
tive in this National Assembly, which was publicly read in their audience with all

due honour and respect, and the General Assembly appointed, and hereby appoints,

the same to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, therein to remain ad futu-
ram rei memoriam, the tenor whereof follows :

—" Gulielmus," &c.

IL

Eadem Sessione His Majest^s gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

The said day, his Majesty's High Commissioner produced his Majesty's most
gracious Letter directed to this Assembly, which was pubhcly read in their hearing
with all due honour and respect, and appointed to be recorded in the registers of
this Assembly, the tenor whereof follows :—

William E.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

^
We greet you well. We arc so well satisfied with your proceedings at the last

General Assembly, that we agree to your meeting now, though another time had
been more convenient for our affairs. And we have again made choice of our right
trusty and entii'cly beloved Councillor, John Lord Carmichael, to be our Commis-
sioner, of whose fidehty and zeal for oux service we have had experience on former
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occasions, and who we know will be acceptable to you ; and we doubt not but you
will act in such a manner in this Assembly, as that we shall have new reason to be

satisfied with you ; and we do renew our assurances of our protection and counte-

nance to the Presbyterian government, now settled in the Church of Scotland.

You know it is our inclinations, and we do recommend to you, to assume the Epis-

copal ministers, whose lives and doctrine do render them useful to the Church ; and
likewise, the planting the Churches in the North with the most prudent and pious

of your ministers ; and that you send some of your number who are best qualified to

preach in the remote Highland parishes where ministers are not provided, and where
there appears to be so much need of a reformation, both from Popery and profanity,

in all which, we expect to hear of your care and performance ; and so we bid you
heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Kensington, the fifth day of January 1697-98, and

of our reign the ninth year.

By his Majesty's command,
TOLLIBARDINE.

To the Eight Eevcrend and well-beloved, the Ministers and Elders,

Commissioners of the General Assembly of the Church of our

ancient Kingdom of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, January 13, 1698.— T'/tc General Assembli/'s Answer to his Majesty s

gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The satisfaction your Majesty vouchsafes to signify by your most gracious letter

to this Assembly, with the proceedings of the former ; your Majesty's renewed as-

surances of your protection and countenance to the Presbyterian government now
settled in this Church, and your having agreed to our meeting at this time, when so

many other weighty affairs call forth and employ your royal care, do lay such obliga-

tions on us to our duty, as we shall endeavour better to express our sense thereof in

the course of our actings, than now we are able to do by words.

Nor is it one of the least testimonies of your Majesty's fatherly regard to this

Church, that as you have formerly recommended and encouraged the suppressing and

restraining of all vice and profanity, so your Majesty doth now testify a special con-

cern for planting a well qualified ministry in those places that want it, and that you

are pleased to excite us to a cheerful management of all the matters that lie before

us by the continued choice of the Lord Carmichael to represent your royal person

now again in this Assembly, whose unblemished faithfulness and steady zeal to your

Majesty's service, joined with a constant good affection to this Church, have always

very signally, and to us most obligingly appeared.

The General Assembly is still ready to assume such ministers as served under the

late Prelacy, whose lives and doctrines render them useful in the Church, and who
apply to them in the terms and methods proposed by former Assemblies, and shall re-

commend the same to inferior judicatories.

In the planting of the North, such progress as could be attained hath been made

since the last Assembly ; and to proceed in this good work, and provide for the re-

mote Highland parishes, we reckon an important part of our present duty, and do re-

solve to apply ourselves thereto with that diligence, and so to demean ourselves there-

in, and in our whole conduct, through Divine assistance, that we trust this Assembly

shall not prove unworthy of the continuance of your Majesty's favourable opinion

of us.

That the great God, by whom kings reign, may daily multiply his best blessings
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upon your royal person and government, is, and shall be the most sincerely affectionate

and fervent prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders, met

in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Geo. Meldrum, Moderator.

IV.

Eadem Sessione.—To his Most Excellent Majesty, the humble Address of the National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

As the commissioners of the former Assembly, under a just sense of duty, did ad-

dress your Majesty upon your happy auspicious arrival to these your kingdoms, so

we, the present representatives of this National Church, do nowf, for ourselves, and in

name of that Church which we represent, with most humble adorations and thankful

praises to our good God, acknowledge his inestimable mercy to us in sending your

Majesty to be our deliverer and restorer, (a blessing never to be forgotten by us nor

om' posterity,) in conducting and preserving your Majesty through the long tract of a

most just and necessary, but most hazardous war, (undertaken to assert and vindicate

the oppressed liberties of Christendom,) whilst you were exposed to the most open
and formidable dangers, in keeping you safe in the hidings of his own power, and in

returning you to your loving and longing people, adorned with the best of triumphs,

(the effect of your deep wisdom as well as of your matchless valour,) a solid and ho-

nourable peace.

No expressions can reach the fulness of our loyal hearts upon this great occasion,

nor that sincere joy that is raised in us by the hopes of your Majesty's applying your-

self, with Christian princely vigour, to maintain that holy religion, (given us by the

God who hath called, upheld, and established you,) to curb the enormities of a de-

bauched and profligate age, and to quell the monsters of profanity and atheism, that

have dared so boldly to bid defiance to heaven and all that is sacred. From these

doth arise our greatest danger, lest wrath be upon us from the God of heaven ; in

subduing these a yet higher pitch of courage, steady resolution, and true greatness

of mind is required, than in overcoming the greatest armies in the field of battle.

This noble achievement seems to be reserved for your Majesty, as the peculiar glory

of your now peacefid reign, both by your authority and royal example to render piety

and virtue in the eyes of the world (as indeed they are in themselves) the true point

of honour, and all impiety and vice (though in persons of most elevated quality and
station) matter of infamy and disgrace, without which no effectual reformation of de-

generated manners can ever be expected.

May the divine Majesty, of whom is the salvation of kings, (who hath done
Avonders for you, and wrought wonders by you, whose great and happy instrument

you are,) long preserve, richly bless, and prosper your Slajesty, and render you no
less illustrious in all the arts of peace than you have been in these of war ; and when
he shall have served his own great and gracious ends by you in this world, may you
be translated to inherit the glories of that kingdom of purity and peace that can never

be shaken. So we pray, with the most fervent affection of dutiful and sincere hearts,

who are.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Geo. Meldrum, Moderator.
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Sess. 6, January 15, 1698, ante meridiem.—Act and Declaration for Vindication of the

Church of Scotland from the Calumny of Thomas Gipps, Rector of Bury, in a Ser-

mon preached by him.

The General Assembly of this National Church, being informed that the Presby-

terians (particularly those of Scotland) are charged, in a sermon preached by Thomas

Gipps, Rector of Bury, in England, now printed and published, as corrupters of the

Word of God, with design to support the people's power in setting up ministers over

themselves, and that this coiTuption is made by them, in Acts vi. 3, by causing it be

printed, " Whom ye may appoint over this business," instead of " Whom we may ap-

point ;" and, therefore, the General Assembly do unanimously declare, that, as they

allow no power in the people, but only in the pastors of the Church, to appoint or

ordain church-ofEcers, so they disclaim the above mentioned error of the press, if any

such be found in any Bibles printed in this nation ; and do declare they do not own
any other reading of that text to be according to the original, but "Whom we may
appoint," &c. Nor do they know, nor can learn, that ever any in this nation did

publicly use or apply that text to prove the people's power in ordaining their mini-

sters.

VL

Sess, 8, January 18, 1 698, post meridiem.—Act for punctual sending of Commissioners

to the General Assemblies, and their Attendance during the Sitting thereof.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the overture transmitted by

the last Assembly to Presbyteries, anent punctual sending of commissioners to Gene-

ral Assemblies, and their attendance during the sitting thereof; and having heard the

report of the several commissioners from Presbyteries, to whom the consideration of

the same was recommended, in order to its being more ripely advised and determined

in this Assembly—the General Assembly do appoint Presbyteries to choose their com-

missioners for the General Assembly a competent time before the sitting thereof, at

least forty days, and that each General Assembly appoint a committee of censures to

cocrnosce upon the dates of commissions, and the attendance of those commissioned;

to the end that such Presbyteries as do not make their election in due time, as

likewise, such commissioners as do not attend duly from the beginning, and through

the whole diets of the General Assembly, and the committees which they may be

put upon, not having a relevant excuse, may be censured as the General Assembly

shall think fit. And, lastly, the General Assembly recommends to Presbyteries to

choose such ruling elders to be their commissioners as may attend, and seriously to

exhort them when chosen to make conscience of attending upon General Assemblies ;

and recommends the punctual obser^'ance of Act 4th, General Assembly, 1694, anent

the giving in commissions, and making up the rolls, the night before the Assembly

meet, or the next morning, for which purpose the clerk is to attend in the Assembly-

House at that time.

VII.

Sess. 12, January 21, \'(t'i%, post meridiem.-—Act anent the Deficients in supplying the

North.

The General Assembly, having inquired how the 6th Act of the last Assembly,

anent those ministers who had not obeyed the appointment of the Assembly, 1696,

concernino- the mission to the North, was obsei-ved ; and Mr Joseph Drew, minister

at New Monkland, being heard, his excuse for not going (hitherto) was sustained

;

but he is appointed to fulfil the time of his mission, conform to the said act, and if

there be any inevitable impediments in his way, appoints the Presbytery of Hamilton

to send one in his room, and that the commission see this done. And, farther, refers
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to the commission to see the Presbytery of Paisley fulfil the time of the mission of

their two ministers, conform to the said act of the last Assembly. And, lastly, refers

to the said commission to inquire how the supplies appointed by the last Assembly
were sent up ; and, likewise, to see that any supplies that shall be appointed by this

Assembly be punctually sent from the several Synods, and to censure the deficients.

VIU.

Eadem Sessione.—Act approving Overturesfor Planting of the North.

Seeing the mission of the forty-four ministers hath so far come short of the de-

siQ;ned transportation of actual ministers from the South to the North, and the neces-

sity of that countiy continues, the Assembly declares that twelve ministers shall be

transported from the South to some of the following posts, (which are either consider-

able in themselves, or by reason of their circumstances, necessarily to be speedily

supplied,) now vacant ; three of the said ministers to the province ofAngus and Mcarns,

to any of the posts following, viz., Montrose, Brechin, Meigle, Elliot, I,ongfor-

gan, Farnell, or Felteresso ; six of them to the province of Aberdeen, to any of these

posts following, viz.. New and Old Aberdeen, Peterhead, Foveran, Rathven, Mort-
lach, Boyndie, Upper Banchory, Oven, or Old Meldrum ; and three to the province

of Moraj', to any of these posts following, viz., Inverness, Elgin, Duffus, or Keith.

That in order to the above end, the Presbyteries in the foresaid provinces endea-

vour to get ordinary calls ; and in case these parishes above mentioned shall neglect

to give the same, the Assembly declares that calls by the Presbytery of the bounds
to which any of these places belongs, shall be sustained as sufficient, the said Presby-

tery attesting that there ai-e probable grounds that the people will submit to the mi-

nistry of the minister so called, when settled among them. And the person thus

called is to be loosed and transported according to the method proposed by the last

Assembl)', in the Overtures contained Act 16 ; only where it is granted by the last

Assembly, that such calls should be pursued by the kirk-agent, or his deputes, this

jVssembly allows also a commission from the parish or Presbytery calling, to be suf-

ficient to any other person whatsoever to pursue the said transportation. And the

General Assembly does seriously recommend it to the ministers of the North to use

aU tenderness and caution, as to the seats of Universities, the actual residences of

noblemen, and principal royal burghs, and that before they proceed to moderate a
call to any of these twelve ministers thus to be transported, they consult with some
of the most prudent and experienced men in the same Synod to which the minister

called belongs. And, on the other hand, the Assembly seriously recommends to these

Presbyteries, Synods, and Commission, who shall have occasion to judge in any of
these transportations, that they consider the clamant condition of the North. And
that in effect, the competition betwixt the parishes called from and called to be not

reckoned, but between the parish called from and the necessitous condition of the

North ; and that they consider the many disappointments the North hath met with

already.

4. The Assembly further declares, that these twelve ministers thus to be trans-

ported are to be taken out of the Synods after mentioned, viz., five of them out of

the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, four of them out of the Synod of Lothian and
Twecddale, two of them out of the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, and one of them
out of the two Eastern Presbyteries of the Synod of Fife, viz., the Presbyteries of

Cupar and St Andrews.
5. That the Assembly nominate twenty probationers to go immediately to the

North, and these probationers born in the North to be named in the first place; and
to help to defray the charges of their journey thither, that they be allowed each of

them one hundred merks out of the King's gift for defraying the public expenses of

the Church, besides tiie allowance given by Act of Parliament to preachers in vacant

congregations ; and to these who go to Orkney two hunflrcd merks ; and that five

of these be sent to supply the vacancies of the Synod of Aberdeen, four of them
to supply the vacancies of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, four of them to supply
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the vacancies of Moray, two of them to supply Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, and
two to Orkney, and three of them to supply Perth, Auchtcrarder, and Dunkeld va-

cancies, and all of them to continue in the North for twelve months. And it is

hereby referred to the commission to be appointed by this Assembly to consider and
determine what probationers are to go to these respective provinces above mentioned,
together with the time of their stay and abode in each province. Which twenty pro-

bationers are hereby obliged to accept of calls, whether popular or Prcsbyterial, when
presented to them by the Presbyteries of any of the said provinces, with certifica-

tion, if they refuse the same, the Presbyteries within whose boimds they are called

shall have power to take their licence bom them until the next Assembly.
6. This Assembly doth hereby continue the former supplies of the North, by the

Synods of the South, granted by the fourteenth Act of the last Assembly, default-

ing only three ministers of the eighteen formerly allowed, five of which are to sup-*

ply Aberdeen province, four to supply Moray, three to supply Angus and Meams,
one to sup])ly Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, and two to supply Perth, Auchtcr-
arder, and Dunkeld ; unto which supply the Synods expressed in the foresaid act

are liable in the way and manner therein expressed. And because there are three

of the number taken down, the Synods of Dumfries and Galloway, with the Presby-

teries of Stirling and Dunblane, are exempted from the said supply.

7. It is overtured, that a numerous commission be appointed by this Assembly,
with power to them to divide themselves into as many committees as they shall see

fit ; and to send them to any parts of this Church, South or North ; which commis-
sion is to meet quarterly, and when or where they shall see cause. And that all the

members thereof shall give punctual attendance at the said quarterly meetings, and
an exact account to be taken of the absentees therefrom.

8. That it be recommended to some to name and draw up a list of the members of

the said commission, and to draw up instructions to be given unto them.

That the said committees to be ajjpointcd by the general commission have power
to visit the bounds they are sent unto, and to receive complaints from Presbyteries,

and redress grievances of particular ministers or Presbyteries, and to inflict censures,

and to do every other thing competent to visitations. The Presbytery of the bounds
where the said committee shall come being always to be reckoned members thereof,

while within their bounds.

The General Assembly approves of the overtures above written.

IX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the Printed Overtures concerning the Discipline and Me-

thod of Proceeding in Ecclesiastic Judicatories, offered to the lust Assembly hy a pri-

vate hand.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the opinion of the commis-

sion of the last Assembly, dated the 5th day of January instant, anent the overtures

concerning Church discipline, and the method of proceeding in Ecclesiastic Judica-

tories ; as also having heard the report of a committee of this Assembly's own num-

ber appointed to consider the same ; the General Assembly thinks fit to appoint,

and hereby appoints, Mr Gilbert Rule, Principal of the ('ollege of Edinburgh, Mr
William Dunlop, Principal of the College of Glasgow, jNIr Robert Wylie, minister

at Hamilton, Mr George Meldrum, and Mr VVilliaui Cricbton at Edinburgh, Mr
John Veitch, Mr Andrew Cameron, and Mr George Barclay, Ministers; Sir James

Stewart, his Majesty's Advocate, Adam Cockburn of Ormiston, Lord Justice-Clerk,

and Sir Colin Campbell of Aberuehle, one of the Senators of the College of Justice,

Ruling Elders, to be a committee for considering the said overtures, and the ani-

madversions made thereupon, and compare them with the Word of God, Books of

Discipline, and Acts of the General Assemblies of this Church, and to consider what

is wanting, or to be added thereto, or altered therein, and to set out a new edition

of the said overtures, that the several Presbyteries may have opportunity to ani-



1698. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 273

rnadvert thereon, and appoints them to send their judgment thereanent to the com-
mission of this Assembly, who are to prepare the same against the next General As-
sembl3%

X.

Eadem Sesdone.—Approbation of the Actings and Proceedings of the Commission

appointed by the late General Assembly.

The General Assembly, having this day had',reproduced in their presence the re-

gister of the actings and proceedings of the commissioners appointed by the last As-
sembly ; and having heai-d a report of a comtaittee of their own number, appoint-

ed to revise, consider, and examine the same, with their observations thereupon, all

the members of the said commission were removed ; and the General Assembly hav-
ing seriously considered the said report and answers made by the members of the
commission to the said observations, and finding thereby that the whole actings, pro-
ceedings, and conclusions of the said commissioners, contained in the register there-

of, subscribed by Mr John Moncrieff, clerk thereto, consisting of one hundred and
sixty-eight pages, do evidence much wisdom, prudence, and diligence ; and that

the said commission have proceeded orderly and formally in every thing, according
to their commission and instructions, and that the said register is very accurate

:

Therefore, this General Assembly, by an unanimous vote, did, and hereby do, ratify

and approve the said whole actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said com-
missioners, contained in the said register thereof, beginning the 13th day of January
1 697, and ending the 5th day of January instant, inclusive of both days.

XI.

Sess. 13, January 22, 1698.

—

Recommendation anent Subscribing of Synod Records.

The General Assembly recommends to all Synods for hereafter to take care that
their registers be completely filled up always before the sitting ofthe General Assembly;
and that the proceedings of every Synod be signed both by the moderator and clerk
thereof; and, lastly, appoints the Synod books, thus filled up and subscribed, to be
timeously produced to the General Assembly yearly, in order to their beino- revised.

XIL

Sess. 14, January 24, 1698, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders

for Planting Vacant Churches in the North, and some other particular Affairs com-
mitted to them by the General Assembly.

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering that there are yet
many vacant churches on the North side of Tay, as likewise that there are several

weighty affairs which this Assembly cannot now overtake : Therefore, the General
Assembly finds it needful that there be a commission granted to some ministers and
elders for planting these vacant kirks, and doing what other affairs shall be referred to

them ; and for that end do hereby nominate and appoint Mr Andrew Cameron,
minister of the Gospel at Kirkcudbright, &c. &c., to be commissioners of the General
Assembly, to the effect after mentioned, with full power and commission to the said

persons, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any fifteen of the said com-
missioners, whereof nine arc always to be ministers, to meet and convene within the

Assembly-House at Edinburgh the first day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at

ten of the clock in the forenoon, and afterwards to meet the first Wednesdays of March,
June, Septembei', and December, and oftener, where or when they shall see needful,

during the continuance of this commission ; and the General Assembly requires all

the members of this commission to attend punctually the meetings thereof, with power
to the said commission to choose their own moderator and clerk : And suchlike, the

General Assembly fully empowers and authorises the said commissioners, or their

2 M
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quorum, to consider, cognosce, and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every

thina; contained in and conform to the instructions given unto them by this Assem-

bly, "as fully and freelv as if the same were in these presents at full length'mserted and

set down ; as also, to consider, cognosce, and finally determine, in all references, ap-

peals, and other matters, particularly remitted to them by any act or order of this As-

sembly, all which are holden as herein expressed : And the General Assembly do

hereby prohibit and discharge the said commissioners to meddle in any other mat-

ter than what is contained herein ; declaring also, that in and for their actings they

shall be accoimtable to and censurable by the next ensuing General Assembly of this

Church. And, lastly, declares that this commission shall endure until the meeting of

the next General Assembly.

xin.

Eadem Sessione.—Instructions to the Commission appointed by this Assembly for
Planting of the Vacant Churches in the North, Sfc.

1. That this commission do what in them lies to render effectual the overtures

passed in this Assembly for more speedy planting of the North, and exercise all the

power that is committed to them for that end.

2. That this commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the government,

or any magistrate, for their countenancing of and concurrence with the judicatories of

the Chm-ch, iu what the law allows, particularly for settling vacant congregations, and
redressing any grievances which may fall out.

3. That when any of the ministers who served under the late Prelacy, whose lives

and doctrines may render them useful to this Church, do apply for reception unto

the government, the General Assembly, in prosecution of the assurances given to his

Majesty, in their letter written to him, do empower and recommend to this commis-

sion, and the other judicatories of this Church, that they be ready to receive them,

according to the thirteenth paragraph of the sixteenth act of the last General Assembly.

4. That this commission, in disposal of his Majesty's gifts to this Church, do par-

ticularly take care that the encouragement granted by this Assembly to the proba-

tioners who are to go to the North to preach be rendered effectual ; and that they

cause defray the extraordinary charges that several ministers of the North have been

at, in caiTying on the planting of the North, and other public affairs of the (church

there ; and for defraying the charges of such ministers or probationers as shall yet be

sent to Orkney, or other remote places of the North.
5. That if the commission shall see cause to appoint committees upon occasion for

visitation of particular kirks and Presbyteries, or trial of persons, then the said com-
mittees as to trials may proceed v.vjiie ad sententiam, but no farther ; but that iu that

case they report their procedure to the commission, who are to pass sentence as they

shall see cause.

6. This commission may likewise, on the desire of any Presbytery or Synod, send

committees for assisting them in visitation of kirks within their bounds, which

committees may be assisting to the said Presbyteries or Synods, either in processes

and censures, if need be, or in redressing the grievances of particular ministers or

parishes within their bounds.

7. The commission are to cognosce, and finally determine, in all references made
to them by this Assembly, and in all appeals for transporting ministers to the North,

which shall be orderly brought unto them, according to the overtures thereanent,

passed in this Assembly.

8. This commission is also to correspond with the State, anent fasts and thanks-

givings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.

9. The commission is to give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery ia

difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.
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XIV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act appointing some Ministers to go for the Supply of the North,
until the next Assembli/.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their consideration

that there are yet many vacancies in the North, and that the ministers which are

settled there are not in a condition to supply the same in a suitable manner; there-

fore, they have ordained, and hereby ordain, that the Synods be- South Tay after

named shall send to the bounds of the Synods of Angus and Mearns, Aberdeen,
Moray, Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, and the Presbyteries of Perth, Auchter-
arder, and Dunkeld, within the Synod of Perth, the number of fifteen ministers,

every four months, according to the proportions after mentioned, viz., that two be
sent to supply the vacancies of Perth, Auchterardcr, and Dunkeld ; three to supply the

vacancies of the Synod of Angus and Mearns ; five to supply the vacancies of the

Synod of Aberdeen ; four to supply the vacancies of the Synod of JNIoray ; and one to

supply the vacancies of the Synods of Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness : And the As-
sembly declares, that these above supplies of fifteen ministers be sent every four

months by the Synods after mentioned, according to the following proportions, viz,,

that from the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale there be sent three each four months,
and that to the Synod of Angus and Mearns ;—the Synod of Lothian shall send four,

two of them to Aberdeen, and two of them to Moray, as the said Synod of Lothian
shall determine ;—that the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr shall send five, viz., one to

Perth, Auchterardcr, and Dunkeld, three to Aberdeen, and one to Moray ;—that

the Synod of Fife shall send three, one to Perth, one to Moray, and one to Caith-
ness, Ross, and Sutherland, as the said Synod of Fife shall determine : And further,

because it is necessary that the said supphes who shall go for the first four months
shall be there sooner than the next ordinarily meeting of Synods, therefore, the Assem-
bly appoints the Pi'esbyteries after named to send a minister to the bounds of the Synods
after mentioned, to supply the vacancies there, and that such as shall be by them ap-
pointed be there against the first Sabbath of March next, viz., the Presbyteries of Chirn-
side, Jedburgh, and Selkirk, within the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, to send each
of them one to supply the vacancies in the bounds of the Synod of Angus and Mearns

;

that these five nominated already by the Synod of Glasgow to go in March, do go to

their respective posts, and that these appointed by the Synod of Lothian and Tweed-
dale to go in March, do go to their respective posts appointed them ; and, lastly,

from the Synod of Fife, the Presbytery of Cupar to send one to Ross, Sutherland,
and Caithness ; the Presbytery of Dunfermline and Kirkaldy to send one to JNIoray

;

the Presbytery of St Andrews to Perth, Auchterardcr, and Dunkeld ; but in case that

any of the said Synods have already appointed their supplies according to the Act of the
last Assembly, and if, in obedience thereunto, any Presbytery have already nominated
the persons who are to go, then, and in that case, the Assembly doth hereby homolo-
gate and ratify the said appointments and nominations, and hereby ordains all such,

as either are already appointed, or shall be hereafter appointed, by Synods or Presby-
teries for this or the succeeding four months' supply, that they repair to the respective

" bounds as above set down against their respective times allotted unto them, and be
directed by the Presbytery and ministers of the respective Synods thev repair to, as

to what particular congregations they shall apply themselves unto, and that for the
space of four months above mentioned, viz., from March to July next : And the As-
sembly doth farther ordain the above written Synods in the South to send to the
places and in the manner above mentioned, a new supply of as many ministers more,
to continue from the first of July next till the first of November following, and so
forth, aye and until the sitting of the next General Assembly ; and the respective

Presbyteries are to take care that their kirks be supplied according to the fourteenth
Act of the last General Assembly : And, lastly, the Assembly ordains these ministers
sent in supply to the North to catechize and do all appointed by the fomier Acts of
Assembly, under the certifications contained in the said acts, and that they get and
produce to their own Presbvterv a testimonial from the Presbvtery within tlie bounds
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where they did supply, of their having fulfilled their appointment, and of their car-

riage and behaviour during their abode in these bounds ; and the Assembly also de-

clares that these named by the Synods or Presbyteries in this supply who may be

upon the commission, this shall be no excuse for them to elude the said appoint-

ments.

XV.

Sessio 15 et ultima, January 24, 1698, post meridiem.— Overtures against Profaneness.

(An Act on this subject was passed in 1699.)

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.— Overtures against Paper?/.

(These Overtures were passed into an Act in 1699.)

XVII.

Eadem Sessione.— Overtures for Planting the Highlands.

(These Overtures were passed into an Act in 1G99.)

XVIII.

Eadem Sessione.— Overtures anent Proclamation of Banns.

(Passed into an Act in 1699.)

XIX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act appointing some Probationers to go North.

The said day the General Assembly, taking into'their consideration their former act»

anent sending probationers to the North, do nominate and appoint these probationers

after named to go to the provinces and Presbyteries after mentioned, viz., Mr William

Christie, &c. ; and because Mr Patrick Melvill and Mr Archibald Hamilton were
nominated for Aberdeen, Mr Thomas Fraser for Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, and
Mr James Short for Orkney, and that there were some objections made by them
against it ; therefore, the General Assembly refers to their commission* to consider

the said objections, and, if they shall see cause, to exempt them, and to name some other

probationers in their rooms, to go to the provinces above specified, conform to the for-

mer Acts of this Assembly.

XX.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh
upon the 20th day of January, 1699 years.

The Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer, singing of

the 133d Psalm, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by me,

J. Bannatyne, CI. Syn. National.

• The Commission made certain alterations on these appointments, as appears from an advertisement sub-

joined to the original edition of the Acts of 1698. The Commission of that year, agreeably to an appoint-

ment contained in Act XV. 1698, did also prepare and transmit to Presbyteries certain " Overtures
concerning- the method and form of the procedure of the Judicatories of the Church against scandalous

persons," which overtures, with a few amendments, were subsequently passed into an act. See Act IV.
Assembly 1705 Ed. 1S43.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, JANUARY 20, 1G99.

Sess. 1, January 20, 1699.— The Recording of his Majesty's Commission to the Lord

Carmichael, for representing his Majesty in this Assembly.

This day, the General Assembly of the ministers and elders of this National Church

being convened, there was produced to them by a noble Lord, John Lord Carmichael,

his Majesty's commission, under the Great Seal of this kingdom, nominating and

appointing him to be his Majesty's High Commissioner and representative in this

National Assembly, which was pubHcly read in their audience, with all due honour

and respect ; and the General Assembly appointed, and hereby appoints, the same

to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, therein to remain ad futuram rei

memoriam, the tenor whereof follows :
—" Gulielmus," &c.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—His Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

The which day his Majesty's High Commissioner presented his Majesty's most

gracious Letter directed to this General Assembly, which was publicly read in their

hearing, with all due honour and respect, and appointed to be recorded in their re-

gisters, the tenor whereof follows :

—

William R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. We have thought fit to allow and countenance your meeting

at this time, that you may have the opportunity to do what is necessary for pro-

moting religion, and regulating order and discipline. And we do again earnestly re-

commend to you to fall upon effectual methods for planting vacant churches with

pious and learned ministers, which is so necessary for suppressing error and im-

moraUty ; in the doing whereof you shall have from us all due encouragement and

assistance. We have again chosen our right trusty and entirely-beloved councillor,

John Lord Carmichael, to be om- Commissioner, and to represent our royal person

in this Assembly. And as we have sufficient experience of his fidelity to us, and of

his abilities and fitness to discharge this trust, so we know that he is acceptable unto

you. We have fully instructed him in all things that we think needful, and there-

fore you may give him entire trust and credit. We are well satisfied with your pro-

ceedings in the former Assembly, and we doubt not but your management in this

wUl be suitable to our expectation. We leave what further is necessary to our Com-
missioner ; and we assure you of our royal protection and assistance in all your con-

cerns. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Coiurt at Kensington, the 7th day of January 1698-9, and of our

reign the 10th year.

By his Majesty's Command,
Seafield.

To the Right Reverend and well-beloved Ministers and Elders, met in the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
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III.

Sess. 4, January 24, 1699, post meridiem.— The General Assembly's Answer to

his Majesty s gracious Letter.

May it please your ]\Iajesty,

The renewed testimonies of your Majesty's care and concern for this Church, so

amplj' signified by your gracious letter, ai-e received by us with all satisfaction and

acknowledgment, and cannot but engage us to double our diligence in prosecuting

the duties of promoting religion, order, and discipline, planting of vacant churches,

and suppressing of error and immorality, which your Majesty particularly recom-

mends, with the most obliging assurances of all due encouragement and assistance.

What your Majesty recommended to the last Assembly, as to the planting of thje

North, hath been minded by them, and their commission and committees empowered

for that effect, to the remotest parts of the kingdom, and even to the Isles of Orkney

aqd Zetland, with a considerable progress : And we are firmly resolved to continue

our best endeavours for accomplishing so good and necessary a work ; nor can we
omit to notice that your Majesty's royal bounty did very seasonably contribute to

make our labours in that matter more easy and effectual.

Nothing can be more rejoicing to us than to see your Majesty's zeal against error

and immorality, which makes us presume to beg for your renewed commands to

those concerned, that your excellent laws against profanity (that to our great grief

still grows) may be put to vigorous execution, without exception. And we earnestly

pray and hope that God, who preserved your Majesty during a long and dangerous

war, and blessed your conduct and valour with the conclusion of a happy peace, will

still support and assist your royal endeavours in reforming the manners of this pro-

fligate age, and preserve you till that great work be accomplished.

We do also acknowledge the good choice that it hath pleased your Majesty to

make of the Lord Carmichael to represent yoiu- royal person in this Assembly,

whose faithfulness to your Majesty, as well as his kind affection to us, do render him

most acceptable.

That your Majesty's reign may be long and happy ; that all your subjects may con-

tinually make suitable retiu-ns of duty and gratitude for all the labours and dangers

you have undergone for their tranquillity ; and that truth and peace may ever

flourish in your days, are, and shall be, the fervent prayers of^

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
George HLonLTON, Moderator.

IV.

Eadetn Sessione.—Act Annexing some Parishes to the Presbyteries of Stranraer and

Wigton.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the opinion of the Committee

for Overtures, did by their vote disjoin the parishes of Ballantrae and Colmonell

fi-om the Presbytery of Ayr, and annexes them to the Presbytery of Stranraer; and

likewise disjoins the parishes of Kirkmabreck, Kells, Dairy, and Carsphaini, fi-om the

Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, and annexes them to the Presbytery of Wigton, which

Presbytery of Wigton may meet at Minnygaft' fi-equently, and this without prejudice

to the Presbyteries of Ayr and Kirkcudbright, or any others concerned, to be heard

against the continuation of this alteration, at the next or any other ensuing General

Assembly ; and it is appointed and declared, that this act, as to the said disunion
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and annexation, shall commence at the first day of March next to come : And the

General Assembly ordains the ministers of the respective parishes above named, so

disjoined and annexed, to be advertised hereof, and to give obedience thereto, as

they will be answerable; and that letters be written to the Presbyteries concerned for

that end.

Sess. 5, January 25, 1699, post meridiem.—Act anent Proclamation of Banns.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the overtures passed in the

last Assembly, dated the 24th day of January 1698, entitled, " Overtmres anent

Proclamation of Banns ;" the tenor whereof follows :

—

The General Assembly, being informed that several abuses have crept in, in the

way and manner of proclaiming the banns of persons to be married, do, for pre-

venting the same, overture and declare, that before any proclamations be made, the

names and designations of the persons to be married, and their parents, tutors, or

curators, if they any have, be given up to the minister of the bounds in which any

of them live and reside, that thereby it may be known if their parents and friends

give consent thereto ; and that the minister being satisfied herein, order the pro-

clamation to be made three several Sabbaths, which, when made, shall be immediate-

ly before divine worship begin in the forenoon, and the persons to be proclaimed,

their names and full designations, such as they are designed by in writs or con-

tracts of maiTiage, be fully and audibly expressed, and that where there are more
churches collegiate in the place or town, the proclamations be made in all and every

one of the churches within the city or town where they or any of the persons to be

married reside ; and this to be attested to the minister that marries them ; with certi-

fication of the censures of the church against the transgressors herein.

And the General Assembly having heard the report of the several commissioners

from Presbyteries now present, to whom the consideration of the said overture was
recommended, in order to its being more ripely advised and determined in this As-

sembly ; and finding that the several Presbyteries were satisfied therewith : There-

fore, this General Assembly, by their vote, unanimously did, and hereby do, ap-

prove of the said overtui-es, and appoints the same to have the full force and
strength of an Act of the General Assembly in all time coming ; and, that none
may pretend ignorance, appoints the same to be intimated in all the parish kirks of

this kingdom.

VI.

•St'.-tA'. 6, January 26, 1699, post meridiem.—Act of the General Assembly anent a solemn

National Fast and Humiliation.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration that the many
grievous and most heinously aggravated sins and abominations abounding and still

continuing in this land, have procured and drawn from the hands of the just and holy

Lord the lamentable stroke of dearth, and unseasonable weather in seed-lime and
harvest, which, as it hath reduced many families of the nation already into great

straits, so, if mercy prevent not, threatens dreadful famine. As likewise considering

the sadly distressed state of some of the Reformed Churches abroad under grievous

persecution, and the dangerous condition of others of them, which loudly call for our

humbling ourselves for our own sins, and for sympathy with others, and frequent

prayer for ourselves and them ; have, therefore, thouglit it a necessary and seasonable

duty to set apart, and hereby do set apart and appoint the day of March next,

being Thursday, for solemn humiliation and prayer, that God would pardon our sins,

turn away and avert his wrath from this and other churches—command deliverance

for his afflicted people under persecution—bless and preserve our King, under whose
government we enjoy so much peace and tranquillity, and liberty of Gospel ordinances,
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dispensed with purity and freedom—that God may continue the same with us, and

hless the Gospel with success—grant a seasonable seed-time, and bless the seed with

increase, that the poor may be satisfied with bread;—obtesting and beseeching all ranks

of persons to search and try their ways, and, by unfeigned repentance and reforma-

tion, turn to the Lord with all their heart, that the Lord may return to us, and have

mercy upon us and the land : And it is most seriously recommended to all ministers

to be very explicit and particular in the acknowledgment of the national and epidemic

cryino- sins, especially those that seem to abound in the respective places where mini-

sters sei-ve. And the General Assembly ordains all ministers to intimate this pub-

licly from the pulpit a Sabbath or two before the said day of humiliation. And,

lastly, the General Assembly appointed, and hereby appoints, Mr William Dunlop,

Mr (3eoro-e Meldrum, Mr John Law, Mr Thomas Wilkie, Mr Gabriel Seraple, Mini-

sters • Mr^John Campbell, brother to the Earl of Argyle, Sir John Riddel of that Ilk,

Sir Thomas Kilpatrick of Closeburn, and John Alexander of Blackhouse, Ruling

Elders • to apply to the Lords of his Majesty's Privy Council for their civil sanction

to the obsei-vation of the said fast, and leaves it to their Lordships to name the day of

the month of March for the said fast.

VII.

Sess. 9, Januanj 30, 1699, a7ite meridiem.—Act against Profaneness.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the overtures against profane-

nets parsed by the last Assembly, January 24, 1698, Sess. 15, and having heard the re-

port' of co^mLioners present from the several Presby.eries of this National Church,

lo whom the consideration of the said overtures were recommended; and the Gene-

ral Assembly being well and ripely advised thereanent, did, by their vote, and hereby

do approve of these overtures after mentioned whereof the tenor follows :-
_

1 The General Assembly, considering the lamentable growth of profanity, igno-

ranee and i.Teligiou, that is too manifest in this land, and the woful decay of the hfe

and power of godliness, with the small success of the Gospel, that is to be observe^

everv where at this time, the General Assembly, m a deep sense of these things and.

for the remedying of them, do, in the first place, in the awe ajid dread of God, be-

seech exhort,^and require all ministers, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Chi-ist and

our fathering together unto him, that they take heed to themselves and to heir

doctrine! and endeavour to be ensamples to the people ui all piety, purity, and holi-

ness and in all manner of conversation.

2 That they be frequent and fervent in secret prayer for themselves and the peo-

nle committed to them, joining sometimes fivsting wuh prayer. And the General

Assemblyi^commends to ministers and elders in their several parishes, and mmi-

sterJTn their several presbyteries, to meet sometimes together in their parishes and

presbyteries respectively, for private fasting and prayer, and conference anent the state

S the Church, and that part of it in which they have specia interest, with respect

to the -rowth or decay of godliness, and success of the Gospel therein.

^ That Presbvteries be more accurate in managing their privy censures, and that

a d-iv be set apart for that pui-pose only, and spent in feting and prayer together

4 That Presbvteries be vei^ cautious in admitting intrants to the mmistry, and be

accurate and exact in the trial, not only of their literature, but of their piety, pru-

dpnce and former godly conversation and walk.
r c -v i :„

5 That minister's be painful in catechising, frequent in visiting of families, and n

nrivate personal conference with those of their charge about the state of their souls,

^
If 1?J ministers be more frequent in administration of the Lord's Supper and

T tS in theT converse and discourse ; and that they deal with heads of

always edif^mg m tlieu conve
^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ „^

^1' "V —
by all prude

honour! and that, in dealing witk such of llie.n as .,c v.cous, an humble and ,e. h.l,
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boldness and zeal be used in admonishing them, in order to their recovery ; and that

herein Presbyteries appoint some others of their number to concur with the minister

of the place as may be most for edification.

6. The General Assembly recommends to the Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries the

vigorous, impartial, and yet prudent exercise of Church discipline against all immo-
rality, especially drunkenness and filthiness, cursing and svs-earing, and profaning

the Lord's Day, which too much abound; and that they apply to the magistrate for

the execution of the good laws made against immorality and profaneness.

7. That seeing it is observed, that in burghs, especially those of greatest resort, as

Edinburgh, many sit too late in taverns, especially on the Saturday night, and men
of business pretend they do it for relaxation of their minds, through which some ne-

glect the public worship on the Lord's Day in the forenoon, and others attend the

worship drowsily ; therefore, the General Assembly recommends to all ministers

where such sinful customs are, to represent to the people, both publicly and privately,

the sin and evil thereof, and to call them to redeem that time, which they have free

from business, and to employ it for converse with God about their soul's state, and
in preparation for the Sabbath, which will yield more delight than all sensual plea-

sures can do.

And the General Assembly beseecheth and exhorteth all magistrates of burghs to

be assistant to ministers in inquiring into and reforming such abuses.

And suchlike, the General Assembly revives the act of the General Assembly,
dated the 11th January 1697, Sess. 8, entitled, "Act against Profaneness,"

and approves of the overture therein contained, anent censuring such mini-

sters and members of sessions as are negligent in pursuing scandals.

And the General Assembly recommends and enacts the punctual obseiTation

of the said acts and overtures, and obedience thereto by all Presbyteries,

ministers, elders, and sessions, as they are concerned in their several stations,

as they will be answerable.

VIIL

Sess. 10, Eodem die, post meridiem.—Act against Popery.

The General Assembly taking into consideration the overtures against Popery,

passed in the last Assembly, January 24, 1698, the tenor whereof follows :

—

1. That ministers study Popish controversies more.

2. That all due endeavours be used to unite Protestants amongst themselves, see-

ing the adversaries get advantage by our division.

3. That ministers endeavour faithfully to watch the flock committed to them, and

3y public preaching, and private instruction and conference, to prevent apostacy

that way.

4. That ministers deal wisely and convincingly with the consciences of those that

have fallen to Popery and other corrupt principles, for their recovery.

5. That when other means are ineffectual, Presbvteries would proceed to Church
lensures, when they see it may be for the edification of the Church.
6. That according to the acts of former General Assemblies, and acts of Parlia-

nent, the names of Popish priests and Jesuits, and trafficking Papists, and of those

who have sent their children to Popish colleges and countries, be given in to each

Provincial Synod, and by them transmitted, as Act, Charles II., Pari. 3, cap. 6.

7. That the General Assembly apply to the Privy Council for the vigorous execu-

>n of the laws against Papists, particularly seminary priests, Popish schoolmasters.

Distresses, governors, and pedagogues, and Popish meetings ; and for seeing to the

raining up of Popish youth in the Protestant religion ; in all which, some inferior

agistrates are justly complained of, as very defective ; and that the said address be

presented by such as the General Assembly shall appoint.

And the General Assembly having heard the opinion of the commissioners from

the several Presbyteries concerning the said overtures, and finding that there

2 N
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was no objection made against any thing therein contained ; and that appHca-

tion being made to the Lords of his Majesty's most Honourable Privy Council,

conform to the seventh paragraph of the said overtm'es, their Lordships were
graciously pleased to emit a proclamation thereupon against Papists ; and the

General Assembly being well and ripely advised anent the premises, they by
their vote unanimously did, and hereby do, approve of the said overtures, and
appoint the same to have the full force and strength of an act of the General

Assembly, and to be observed in all time coming, and ordain application to

be made to the civil magistrate, conform to the said seventh paragraph, as often

.as need requires.

IX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Planting of the Highlands.

The GeneralAssembly took into their consideration the overtures passed in the last

General Assembly, January 24, 1698, Sess. 15, entitled, "Overtures for Planting

the Highlands ;" the tenor whereof follows :

—

1. That ministers and probationers who have the L-ish language be sent to the

Highland parishes, and that none of them be settled in the Low Country till the High-

land places be first provided.

2. That ministers and ruling elders who have the Irish language be appointed to

visit these parts.

3. That where in any Highland congregation many understand English, and there

used once a day to be a sermon in English, Presbyteries be careful to supply them
sometimes by preaching in English ; and that they catechize them who understand

not, by an interpreter, when they cannot get one to preach to them in L-ish ; and that

those, whether ministers or probationers, who have somewhat of the Lish language,

but not a facility to preach in it, be sent to these places for the ends foresaid, that by
converse thcv may learn more of the language, and ability to instruct therein.

4. That English schoolmasters be erected in all Highland parishes, according to

former actso f Parliament and General Assemblies ; and for this end, the General

Assembly recommends to their commission to address the King and Parliament, to

take such course for this, and other pious uses, in the more northern Highland places,

as is granted to these of Argyle, and that as they shall think fit.

5. That it be recommended to Presbyteries and Universities to have a special regard

in the disposal of their bursaries for educating such as it is hoped may be useful to

preach the Gospel in the Highlands ; and that the commission address the Lords of

the Treasury, and recommend the same to the Town Council of Edinburgh, and other

patrons, for this end.

And the General Assembly, having heard the report and the opinion of the com-

missioners present from the several Presbyteries anent the said overtures, did,

by their vote, and hereby do unanimously approve thereof, and appoint and

recommend according thereto; with this addition, that the Presbyteries of

Dumbarton, Dunblane, Auchterarder, Dunkeld, Inverness, Abernethy, Aber-

lour, Tain, Dingwall, Dornoch, and Caithness, are hereby enjoined to have

bursars who have the Highland language, if they can be had, and that the uni-

versities where such students are be wrote to, to give an account what students

having that language they know of, that deserve encouragement ; and that

they recommend them to any of the above Presbyteries, and that care be taken

that any so to be recommended be piously disposed, and of sound principles.

X.

Sess. 11, January 31, 1699, ante meridiem.-—Recommendation to Presbyteries and
Synods anent Schools.

The General Assembly, considering that there are many good laws and acts of

Parliament, and acts of General Assemblies, Ibr erecting schools in every parish, and
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ways laid down for maintaining thereof, and being informed tliat, notwithstanding

thereof, there are several parishes, even in the Lowlands, tliat want schools ; there-

fore, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, recommend to the several Presby-

teries within this National Church to nse their endeavours that schools be erected in

every parish within their respective bounds, conform to the acts of Parliament and
General Assembly ; and it is recommended to Synods to make particular inquiry how
this recommendation is observed.

XI.

Sess. IG, February 3, 1699, ante meridiem.— Overtures fur Plantiny the North, with

t/ie app)'obutio7i thereof.

The which day there was read in presence of the General Assembly the overtures

underwritten, which were transmitted to the General Assembly by their Committee
for Overtures, and upon the 31st of January last read in open Assembly, and the

consideration thereof remitted to the said Committee, and any persons that had any
thing to offer thereanent were desired to attend that Committee, and represent the

same to them ; the tenor of which overtures follows :

—

1. That any of the twenty probationers appointed by the last General Assembly,

who have not obeyed in going North, or not stayed in the North twelve months, but

returned from it without the allowance of the Presbytery of the bounds where they

were sent, shall, upon the desire of that Presbytery to the Presbytery where they now
reside, be sent back to fulfil the twelve months.

2. That when any one of those who were bom on the North side of Tay is licensed

by any Presbytery on the South side of Tay, he be sent North by that Presbytery

within four months after his licensing, and it be remitted to the Commission to ap-

point the place to which he should go, and the time of his stay ; and that no proba-

tioners bom on the North side of Tay be settled in any congregation as minister be-

South Tay, until the next General Assembly, imless they be of those who have been

twelve months in the North, according to the appointment of the last General Assem-
bly ; but such who, during the twelve months of their mission, having received no call

from any congregation in the North, are declared free to come South, and accept of

an orderly call from any congregation in the South side of Tay ; it is also allowed to

the town of Edinburgh, that if they call any North country probationer, he may be

settled in that city, notwithstanding of this overture.

3. And the General Assembly hereby dischargeth any Presbytery on the South
side of Tay to settle any probationer born on the North side of Tay within the fore-

said time, except in the cases above excepted ; with certification that the Presbytery

shall be censured by the Commission or General Assembly ; and the probationer so

settled is hereby declared, ipso facto, transportable, and that the Commission of this

Assembly appoint him immediately to repair to the North, and any place thereof they

think fit, as an extraordinary supply, and if a call be given to him, the Commission
transport him to the North.

4. It is ovcrtured that other twenty probationers be sent this year to the North
also, and of these twenty, as many as can be had of such who were born on the North
side of Tay, and that they be sent in the proportion following, viz., three to the Pres-

bytery of Perth, Auchterarder, and Dunkeld ; six for the province of Angus and

Mearns, because there are most vacancies there ; four to the province of Aberdeen

;

three to the province of Moray ; two to Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness; and two to

Orkney ; and that there be a committee of one or two out of each Synod to nominate

these twenty probationers, or the same referred to the Commission.

5. That these probationers so nominated go how soon possible without delay to

the places to which they are sent, and to stay in the North for twelve months; and it is

hereby referred to the commission to be appointed by this Assembly, to consider and

determine of the provinces they should go to, and of the time of their stay and abode

in each province.

6. That for the encouragement of each probationer who shall be thus sent, and to
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help to defray the charges of his journey, the General Assembly do allow, out of the

King's gift for defraying the public expenses of the Church, to those who go to Perth,

Auchterarder, and Dunkeld, 40 pounds each one ; to those who go to Angus, 50

pounds; to those who go to Aberdeen, 100 merks; to those who go to Moray, 80

pounds; to those who go to Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, 100 pounds ; to those who
go to Orkney, 200 merks.

7. That these probationers be obliged to accept of calls, whether popular or Pres-

byterial, when presented to them by the Presbyteries of any of the said provinces ;

v/ith certification, if they refuse the same, the Presbyteries within whose bouuds they

are called shall have power to take their licence from them until the nest Assembly ;

vet that it be reGommended to all Presbyteries not to make use of ajus dcvoluium for

the planting any congregation till all other means be essayed.

8. That, besides these probationers, there be sent from the Synods of the South

some actual ministers for the supply of the North ; and seeing diverse places of the

North are better planted than formerly, the number of these ministers to be sent for

this year for each four months be eleven, in manner after following, five to Angus

and Mearns, fom- to Aberdeen province, two to Moray, out of the Synods following,

viz., from the Synod of Mersc and Teviotdale two, to the province of Angus ; out of

the Synod of Lothian three, two to Aberdeen, and one to Moray ; out of the Synod

of Glasgow four, two to Angus, and two to Aberdeen ; out of the Synod of i ife

two, one to Moray, and one to Angus, and if the Commission find it needful to send

one to Caithness, they be empowered to send one from the Synod of Lothian for

the months of April, May, and June, and one from the Synod of Glasgow for July,

August, and September.

9. That when an orderly call is designed to any minister on the South side of

Tav, by any of the places privileged by the 8th act of the last General Assembly, yet

vacant, the process of transportation may be carried on after the same manner pre-

scribed in the said act ; and the Assembly renews the recommendation mentioned in

the said act to all judicatories, who shall have occasion to judge in any of these trans-

portations ; and that they have a special respect to those places privileged by the

Assembly when they represent any call, sceuig ministers are freed from the fear of

Presbyterial calls.

10. That in regard of the vacancies of the town of Aberdeen, and that place is so

considerable, and of such influence on the Northern parts, the General Assembly

recommends to the Synods of Lothian and Glasgow, that at least one of their supplies

each quarter for the province of Aberdeen be a grave and experienced man, suited

for the supply of the town of Aberdeen ; and that when the town of Aberdeen presents

a call to a minister before any church judicatory, they have a special and tender

regard to the planting of that place ; and likewise, the General Assembly doth recom-

mend to and appoint Mr William Moncreiif, minister at Largo, to go and supply the

town of Aberdeen for the months of April and May, and this over and besides the

ordinary supply of that Synod.

11. That Mr Hugh M'Hendry and I\Ir John MaccuUoch be sent to Angus or

Perth, and have the allowance for their journey out of the King's gift.

12. That it be referred to the Commission to send Mr Robert Burnet to Angus after

May next.

13. That seeing it is regretted by some who are sent as supphes, that they have

much toil in traveUing betwixt the vacant parishes of the Presbyteries of Strathbogie

and Presbytery seat of Moray : Therefore, the Assembly recommends to the united

Presbyteries of Turriff, Fordyce, and Alford, to take care of the supplies ofthese vacant

parishes, with the concurrence of Mr William Chalmers, minister at Gartly, until the

next General Assembly ; but that the planting of these vacant parishes be with the

consent and concurrence of the Presbytery of Moray, seeing the Presbytery of

Strathbogie is within the bounds of the province of Moray : And that it be recom-

mended to the Commission to send up one probationer more, if they have need ; and

if any difficulty arise in planting parishes, it be referred to the Commission.

14. That it be recommended to Presbyteries to be careful that the allowance

granted by the act of Parhament to them who supply the North be punctually paid;
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and that the Presbytery be careful to provide commodious places for ministers and
probationers, where the)' may reside when sent to supply any parish, seeing they are

to stay there for some time ; and to catechize the people according to the 16th act of

the General Assembly, January 12, 1697, Sess. 10 et ult., paragraph 8.

15. That it be recommended to the Synods of Dumfries, Merse, and Glasgow, to

supply the Presbyteries of Wigton and Stranraer with ministers and probationers, and
that they be careful to send such as, for prudence and piety, may be judged fittest for

that country ; and that it be recommended, in particular, to Mr John Good, minister

of the Gospel, to go to Galloway, in case that he be not shortly settled in a parish

elsewhere.

And the General Assembly having duly and maturely considered the said over-

tures, they, by their vote, unanimously did, and hereby do, approve of the

same, and recommends, refers, and appoints, according thereto, in all points.

XII.

Sess. 17, Feb. 3, 1699, post meridiem.—Approbation of the Actings and Proceedings

of the Commission appointed by the General Assembly, 1698.

The General Assembly having this day had re-produced in their presence the

register of the actings and proceedings of the commissioners appointed by the last As-

sembly, and having heard the report of a committee of this Assembly's own number,

that were not members of the said Commission, but appointed to revise, examine, and
consider the said register, with their observations thereupon, all the members of the

said Commission were removed, and 3Ir James Hutcheson was chosen Moderator, and
Mr David Ewing Clerk, pro tempore, (the Moderator and Clerk of this Assembly being

members of the said Commission, and therefore removed ;) and the General Assembly,

having seriously considered the said report and answers made by the moderator and
other members of the Commission to the said observations, and finding thereby that

the whole actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said commissioners, contained

in the register, subscribed by Mr John Moncrieff, clerk thereto, beginning at page 169,

and ending at page 354, do evidence much wisdom, prudence, and diligence, and
that the said Commission have proceeded orderly and formally in everything, accord-

ing to their commission and instructions, and that the said register is very accurate ;

therefore, this General Assembly, by an unanimous vote, did, and hereby do, ratify

and approve the said whole actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said com-
missioners, contained in the said register thereof, beginning January 15, 1698, and
ending January 18, 1699, inclusive of both days; and the members of the Commis-
sion being called in, the same was intimated to them, and the moderator gave them
the thanks of this Assembly for their good service, and then the moderator and clerk

of this Assembly took their place.

XIII.

Eadem Sessione Act anent subscribing the Confession of Faith.

The General Assembly recommends to all Synods and Presbyteries to inquire

what ministers or probationers, or schoolmasters, within their respective bounds, have

not subscribed the Confession df Faith, conform to former acts of the General As-
sembly, as the confession of their faith ; that those who have not done it may be put

thereto, and thinks it necessary that there be a new impression of the Confession of

Faith in folio for that end.

I
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XIV.

Sess. 18 et ultima, Feb)'uar>/ 4, 1699, ante meridiem.— Conmiission li/ the General As-
sembly to some Ministers and Elders, for Planting of vacant Kirks in the North, and
other Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering that there are yet

many vacant churches on the North side of Tay, as likewise that there are several

weighty affairs which the said Assembly cannot overtake ; tlierefore, the General As-
sembly finds it needful that there be a commission granted to some ministers and
elders for planting these vacant kirks, and doing what other affairs shall be referred

to them, and for that end do hereby nominate and appoint Mr Andrew Roger, mi-
nister at Galston, &c. &c., to be Commissioners of the General Assembly, to the effect

after mentioned, with full power, &c. (The powers granted to the Commission are

the same as in 1698.)

XV.

Eadem Sessione.—Instructions to the Commission appointed hy the General Assembly

for Planting the vacant Churches in the North, Sfc.

1. That this Commission do what in them lies to render effectual the overtures

passed the last Assembly, for the more speedy planting of the North, and exercise all

the power that is committed to them for that effect, except in so far as they are, or shall

be altered by this Assembly ; and that they cognosce and finally determine in all re-

ferences made to them by this Assembly, and in all appeals for transporting ministers

to the North, which shall be orderly brought in to them, according to the above of

any other overtures passed in this Assembly.

2. That this Commission, as often as they see cause, apply to the Government, or

any magistrate, for their countenancing of and concurrence with the judicatories of

the Church, in what the law allows, particularly for settling vacant churches, re-

dressing any grievances which may fail out, and that they correspond with the State

anent fasts and thanksgivings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.

3. That when any ministers, who served under the late Prelacy, whose lives and
doctrines may render them useful to this Church, do apply for reception to the Go-
vernment, the Assembly do em])ower and recommend to this Commission, and the

other judicatories of this Church competent, that they may be ready to receive them,

according to former acts of the Assembly.

4. That this Commission may dispose of his Majesty's gifts to this Church, and in

the disposal thereof that they do particularly take care that the encouragement

granted by this Assembly to the probationers who are to go to the North to preach

be rendered effectual ; and that they cause defray the extraordinary charges that se-

veral ministers of the North have been at, in carrying on the planting of the North,

and other public affairs of the Church there ; and for the defraying the charges of

such ministers or probationers as shall yet be sent to Orkney, or other remote parts

of the North.

5. That this Commission, on the desire of Presbyteries or Synods, or as they shall

sec cause, may appoint committees upon occasion, for visitation of particular kirks and

Presbyteries, or trial of persons, and do all things proper for any visitation, who are

to act in conjunction with the Presbytery of the bounds ; and that they proceed to

censure as they see cause. •

6. The Commission is to give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery

applying to them in difficult cases.

7. That this Commission intjuire who are defective in sending supplies to the

North, and see them fulfil their mission, and that they endeavour that the supplies

appointed by this Assembly be made effectual, under the certifications contained in

acts of prior Assemblies thereanent, and, for this effect, that each Synod and Presby-

tery send in (piarterly to the Commission an account of the names of the persons
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thev appoint for supplies, and the places to which they arc sent ; and that another

double thereof be each four months sent to the Presbytery or Province to which they

send.

8. That this Commission shall have power to add to or alter the instructions given

to the Presbyteries of Orkney and Zetland, as they shall see cause, particularly with

reference to transportation of ministers, because of the sad circumstances that some

ministers there are in ; that they be ready to give advice and assistance to these Pres-

byteries as they are required, because they have not Synods in these bounds.

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.— Overtures for promoting the Knotcledge of God in the Highlands, and

for rendering the Act made Sess. 10 of this Assembly the more effectual.

1. That each Presbytery give up yearly to the General Assembly a distinct account

of probationers and students of divinity within their bounds who have the Irish

language.

2. That inquiry be made what ministers are settled in the Lowlands who have

the Irish language, that they may be sent on supply to vacant and Highland places

;

and if they get orderly calls they be transported to the Highlands.

3. That seeing a great number of Bibles have been, on the charges of diverse cha-

ritable persons in England, and some in Scotland, translated and printed in the Irish

language, and sent down to this kingdom to be dispersed, chieflj' for the use of the

poor, and many of them are not yet distributed, and diverse parishes in the Highland

parts have gotten none of them, it be recommended to Mr David Blair, Mr William

Crichton, Mr John Law, Mr Gilbert Rule, Mr George Meldrum, Mr John Mon-
creiff, Mr George Hamilton, Moderator, and to the Earls of Sutherland and Tullibar-

dine, the Lord Aberuchill, and Laird of Grant, to inquire how many of these Bibles,

whether printed in the Roman or Irish character, are already distributed, and how,

and to whom, and how many do yet remain, and to make distribution of them to

different parts of the Church, in such proportion as may be most for edification ; and
that they be delivered and distributed by the order of any three of this committee,

on sufficient receipt by the receiver, and that Presbyteries and ministers of each parish

be careful of the due distribution of what is received, and an account thereof sent to

the next General Assembly.

4. That it be recommended to all, but especially to Presbyteries who have High-
. land parishes, to consider what may be done for getting a fund for a new impression

of the Bible in the Irish language, and of the Psalms in metre, and of the Shorter

Catechism.

5. That seeing it is informed there were lOOO pounds Scots given by the Lords
of his INIajesty's Treasury' for binding of these Bibles, and other charges anent them,

it be recommended to the foresaid committee, or to the commission, to inquire to

whom that money was given, and on what terms, and how employed : and if there be

any of it yet remaining, after the defi-aying of the charges foresaid, that it be allotted

for the help of a fund for a new impression.

6. That it be recommended to the Synod of Argyle to translate the (.'onfession of

Faith of this Church, and the Larger Catechism, in the Irish language, the Lesser

Catechism and Psalms being translated already in that language ; and that they exactly

notice any typographical errors which may be found in the late impression of the

Bible in the Highland language, that they may be amended in a new impression.

7. That it be recommended to the Synod ofArgyle that as they have done worthily

hitherto, in visiting the country and islands within their bounds, so they would con-

tinue and abound more and more, and be ready to assist their neighbours as they are

called and have opportunity.

8. That there be a Committee for visiting the Highland parishes of Dumbarton,
Stirling, and Perth Shires, of the persons following, viz., Mr John Anderson, minister

it Drymen, Mr Robert Anderson at Perth, Mr John Campbell at Monivaird, Mr
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David Shaw at Aberdalgie, Mr Alexander Douglas of Logic, Mr Alexander Dinning
at Aberaethy, Ministers ; the Earl of Tullibardine, Viscount of Dupplin, Lord
Ruthven, Sir Colin Campbell of Aberuchill, one of the Senators of the College of

Justice, the Laird of Meggins, and Lauchlan Macintosh, Elders.

9. And that the Synod of Aberdeen, at their meeting in April next, do appoint

some of the ministers and elders in their bounds to be a committee to visit the few
Highland parishes in their province.

10. And that Mr David Cumming, minister at Edinkillie, Mr Alexander Forbes at

Dyke, and Mr Donald Macintosh at Duthil, Ministers ; together with the Lairds of

Grant, Brodie, and CuUoden, Elders ; with any other that the Presbytery of Moray
may appoint of their own number, to be a committee to visit the Highland parishes

within the Province and Synod of Moray.
n. And that Mr William Innes, minister at Thurso, Mr Walter ]')enoon at Golspie,

Mr John Monro at Reay, Mr John Macpherson at Farr, Mr William Stewart at Kil-

tearn, and Mr Hugh Duff at Fearn, with the Lairds of Foulis and Dalpholey, and
William Ross of Aldie, be a committee to visit the Highland parishes of Ross, Suther-

land, and Caithness.

12. And that these committees visit the kirks, manses, glebes, and, if need be, per-

ambulate the parishes, and consider how they may be more eommodiously divided or

annexed ; or where there is need of new erections, and how the same may be most

conveniently accomplished.

13. And that they visit the schools within the said bounds, and endeavour to get

schools erected, according to the act of Parliament, where they are not ; and apply to

those who have the care and charge of disposing of the King's gift out of the Bishop-

ric of Dunkeld, or any other gift his Majesty may grant to other places for that end,

that where it is needful they may have more schools in one parish, where it is large

and spacious, than those provided by act of Parliament.

14. And that they do all and every thing proper for a committee for visitation to

do, and to report their diligence to the next General Assembly, and from time to

time to the commission appointed by this Assembly', who are hereby empowered to

give them advice on all occasions, and to draw the several commissions to the re-

spective committees, to the effect above specified, and apjioint the time and place of

their first meeting respectively ; with power to the commission to add such of their num-
ber as they shall think fit ; with power also to the above mentioned committees to

choose their own moderators and clerks, and to appoint the diets and places of their

after-meetings.

15. That the King be addressed for the effect of his royal munificence, in favour

of the more northern Highland places, as he hath done to the Synods of Argyle and

Perth ; and the concurrence of the nobility and gentry concerned be desired for this

end.

The General Assembly having several times heard and considered the above-

written overtures, they by their vote unanimously did, and hereby do, approve

thereof; and appoints, refers, and recommends, according thereto, in all points.

XVIL

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh,

upon the first Friday of February, 1700 years.

The Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer, singing the

133d Psalm, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by me,

J. Bannatyne, Cls. Si/n. National.

[In the original Edition of the Acts of 1 699 there are appended the following

overtures, transmitted to Presbyteries for their consideration, viz., 1. Anent revising
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of the Registers of Church Judicatories ; 2. Anent Schoolmasters ; 3. Against Witch-
craft, Charming, &c. ; 4. Anent Scandalous and Contumacious Persons ; 5. Anent
the Emoiumentarj Writs of Ministers, Kirks, Schoolmasters, &c. ; 6. Anent the

making of Acts, and due care to observe them when made : 7. Discharging the Print-

ing of any Paper to be presented to the Assembly without allowance ; 8. Anent
Censuring Scandalous Persons ; and, 9. Anent Papists. The greater number of these

overtures having been approved by Presbyteries, were passed into Acts of the Church
in the following year.]

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, FEBRUARY 2, 1700.

Sess, I, February 2, 1700.— The Recording ofhis Majesty's Commission to the Viscount

of Seqfieldjfor representing his Majesty in this Assembly.

This day, the General Assembly of the Ministers and Elders of this National Church
being convened, there was produced to them by a noble Lord, James Viscount of
Seafield, principal Secretary of State for this kingdom, his Majesty's Commission
under the Great Seal of this kingdom, nominating and appointing liim to be his Ma-
jesty's High Commissioner and representative in this National Assembly, which
was publicly read in their audience, with all due honour and respect : and appointed
to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, therein to remain, ad futuram ret

memoriam, the tenor whereof follows :
—" Gulielmus," &c.

II.

Eadem Sessione.—His Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

The which day, his Majesty's High Commissioner presented his Majesty's most

gracious Letter directed to this General Assembly, which was publicly read in their

hearing, with all due honour and respect, and appointed to be recorded in their regi-

sters, the tenor whereof follows :—" William," &c.

m.

Sess. 4, February 7, 1700, ante meridiem.— The General Assembly's Answer to his

Majesty's gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 11, February 1.3, 1700, ante meridiem.—Act Disjoining the Presbytery of Strath-

bogiefrom the Synod oj' Aberdeen, and Annexing the same to Moray.

The General Assembly agreed that the Presbytery of Strathbogie be disjoine d

from the united Presbyteries of Turriff, Alford, and Fordyce, and again annexed to

the province of Moray as formerly ; in respect the cause of its former disjunction

Prom Moray is now removed.
2o
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V.

Sess. 12, February 14, \7 00, post meridiem.—Act anent a Solemn National Fast

and Humiliation.

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their serious considera-

tion the many dreadful tokens of the Lord's anger, evidenced particularly in the con-

tinued pinching dearth, (notwithstanding of a favourable harvest, and relief thereby

in some measure,) whereby the number of the poor and their necessities have been
and are greatly increased ;—the great and unusual sickness and mortality which liath

gone over all the land, and doth yet in part continue ;—the rebukes from God on the

nation, in disappointing several undertakings to advance the trade and wealth there-

of^ and particularly in several cross providences that the African and Indian Com-
pany's Colony in America hath met with, notwithstanding of the many fervent

prayers made in their behalf;—and by a stupendous burning, within these few days, of

so considerable a part of Edinburgh, the capital city of the kingdom ;—and, lastl}', un-
der all these, by the woful heart-plagues of impenitency and security : And consider-

ing that all the judgments we groan under are the sad eifects and bitter fruits of

our heinous sins against God, such as the fearful backslidings and persecutions of

the late times, mentioned in our former causes of humiliation, and not yet sufficiently

mourned for, our continued unfaithfulness to God, notwithstanding of our Solemn
Covenants and Engagements, and many professed resolutions to the contrary ; the

Atheistical and execrable principles, subversive of all religion, so much vented and
spread amongst us—the gross immoralities of uncleanness of all sorts, drunkenness,

swearing, Sabbath-breaking, and unrighteous dealing among men, and that amongst
persons of all ranks and qualities, and these abounding and continued in, notwith-

standing of many endeavours used to reclaim and reform transgressors—the excessive

prodigahty and profuseness of some, when others are afflicted with so much want and
poverty—the great slighting of (Jhrist, offered in the Gospel, and not receiving of him
in our hearts, and walking worthy of him in our lives and conversations—the great

contempt and despising of church discipline—the froward opposition in many places

to the planting of churches and the progress of the Gospel—our ungrateful forgetful-

ness of the merciful and signal deliverances that God hath wrought for us, and our
repining at God's afflicting providences, instead of submitting to his mighty hand
lifted up against us : And the Assembly, likewise considering the deplorable state of

the reformed Churches in France, Piedmont, the Palatinate, and other places, where
our brethren, and the reformation among them, are either brought to desolation and
ruin, or are in extreme danger, by cruel and long continued antichristian persecution

;

which, instead of abating upon the late peace of Europe, the great benefit of which
we enjoy, hath, on the contrary, greatly increased : Therefore, the General Assembly,

under the serious and deep sense of the above mentioned sins and judgments, hath

thought fit to set apart a day for solemn fasting and humiliation, and the exercise of

repentance and unfeigned purposes of amendment, which they appoint to be kept

upon the day of March next to come, being the Thursday of the said month,
over this whole Church and kingdom ; beseeching and obtesting all the Lord's people,

sincerely and seriously to prepare themselves thereto, as in the sight of the holy and

jealous God, lest either carelessness, formality, or sinistrous ends, turn our performances

into sin, and, by adding to the provocation, draw upon us yet more dreadful strokes

;

and that they make more particular confession of the fore-mentioned sins and all

others, with a deep sorrowing for and hearty detestation of the same ; as also, with

humble submission to, and acceptance of, the punishment of our iniquities in the

judgments above mentioned, or any others that may be peculiar to congregations or

particular persons : And that ever)' one, in the most sincere and unfeigned manner,

resolve and vow amendment, both of themselves and others, as may be incumbent
upon them, whether as magistrates or ministers, or otherwise, in their respective sta-

tions : And that all and every one do, in like manner, resolve and vow the bringing

forth fruits meet for repentance in their after lives, carriages, and administrations

;

- -that fervent application be made and continued in to the throne of grace, through



1700. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 291

our Lord Jesus Christ, for the pardon of sin to each particular jierson, and to ilie

whole land ;—that earnest prayers and supplications Iw made that the Lord would
trraciousl}' return to us in Gospel ordinances, and by the breathings of his Spirit ren-
der them more savingly successful ;—that our rulers and ministers, and all others, may
be directed and animated to more effectual and vigorous endeavours for discouragino-,

suppressing, and punishing, all ungodliness, and for reforming both themselves and
the land without exception ;—that our King may be long continued a happy instru-

ment for God's glory, and for the benefit and comfort of this nation ;—that he may be
blessed and preserved in his person and government, and all wicked designs and con-
trivances against cither maybe discovered, prevented, and confounded;—that all dis-

sension, jealousy, and discord, may cease, and we all become one in the Lord ;—that

bowels of compassion may be drawn forth for relief of the poor and needy, and iiro-

per means effectually used for recovering them from idleness and want, and reducing
them to labour and order ;—that the spring and seed-time may be blessed ;—that God
would countenance and bless, and bring to a happy issue, all just and lawful designs
and endeavours for advancing the trade of the nation ; and be graciously pleased to

]ircserve, protect, and prosper, those who are lately gone from us upon the great na-
tional concern of Jt plantation abroad, and that the same may, through the Divine
blessing and favour, prove a happy and successful mean for propagating the Gospel,
and converting the heathen in those parts ;—and that the ministers sent from this

Church may be supported and strengthened for their work, and ever encouraged in

the Lord against all' difficulties, and we refreshed with a comfortable account of
them, and all with tbem ;—that our brethren in captivity anywhere may be com-
forted and relieved ; that losses both at home and abroad may be sanctified, and
also made up unto tht^e who most immediately suffer by them. And, lastly, that our
Protestant brethren of the neighbouring churches under persecution, may be support-
ed and refined in the furnace, preserved faithful in adhering to the truth, and in the

Lord's good time deli^red.

Some members of the Assembly being appointed to apply to the Lords of his

Majesty's Privy Council for their Lordships' civil sanction to the Fast,

and for naming the day, did, upon the 16th day of February 1700, re-

port, that their Lordships had granted their civil sanction, and named
the 28th.day of March next, being the last Thursday of that month, for

the said Fast, and ordered a Proclamation to be emitted thereanent.

VL
'Sess. 13, Fehruanj 15, 1700, ante meridiem.— Letterfrom the General Assembhj to Mr

Alexander Shields, Mr Francis Borcland, Mr Archibald Stoho, and Mr Alexander

Dalgleish.

Reverend and dearly beloved Brethren,

We, the ministers and elders met in this National Assembly of the Church of

Scotland, are much refreshed with the ftccoimt given us, by the Commission of the

preceding Assembly, of your ready submission and willingness to undertake the

hazardous but honourable service upon which they sent you, and with what we have

heard since our meeting, by letters of November 9, from one of yourselves to some of

our number, of your being got safe forward in your voyage the length of Mountserat

;

that, through the mercy of God, you were then still alive and most of you in health,

though dangerous sickness had afflicted you and many of your company by the way,

md carried some off by death.

At your setting out, you could not but reckon upon losses and difficulties, but we
licartily bless our God with you, that they have not been sorer and greater. We would

lot omit this occasion^ offering at the very time of our sitting, to assure you, our dear

)rcthren, that you are much upon our hearts, and the hearts of all the godly in this

(Jhurch, who cease not to pour out fervent prayers at the throne of grace in your

jchalf, and in the behalf of the great Gospel work in which you are engaged.

V\'e have with sorrq^'- ' card of the distresses that came upon oar countrymen who
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went before you, and therein cannot but be sensible of the displeasure of the righteous

Lord, justly gone forth against them and us, for our and their iniquities, as loudly

calling us all to humihation and reformation, to dependence on and trust in the Lord.

We doubt not but you are endeavouring to improve so bitter and astonishing dis-

pensations to the same blessed ends, both upon your own spirits and those of your

people, and so as not to faint under the chastisements and rebukes of Providence,

but to encourage yourselves in the Lord your God, who, though he smite for sin, yet

will return in mercy to a penitent reforming people. He will, according to his pro-

mise, make the ends of the earth to see his salvation, and we hope will yet honour

you and this Church, from which you are sent to carry his name among the heathen.

We are likewise exceedingly grieved to consider that there was so much profanity

and irreligion observable in the company that you went with, which we fear doth in

great measure continue, and is a heavy burden and grief of heart to you
;
yet it is

comfortable to hear that there are serious and godly persons among you, whom we
desire, together with you, to encourage in the Lord, and that you may persevere in your

joint endeavours for reclaiming the rest ; in order to which, we hope these here shall

not be wanting, by taking all suitable care for the future, both with respect to those

who may hereafter be sent to you, and by sending requisite instructions from hence

for strengthening your hands.

We have appointed a day of solemn national humiliation and prayer to be set

apart in this your mother church, for several weighty causes, and, among the rest,

upon your account, and have ordered that continual mention be made of you in pub-

lic prayers ; and we hope that, through the mercies of our gracious God, you being

safely arrived in Caledonia or to any happy settlement, where God, in his providence,

shall direct, you have not omitted the instructions given you by the late Commission,

of keeping a day, together with all the people there, for solemn prayer and fasting,

bewailing former sins, renewing baptismal engagements, and, with the greatest serious-

ness, dedicating yourselves and the land unto the Lord : And that you do not neglect

to pray daily for the Church of Scotland by name, and to pray for and stir up the

people under your charge to be dutiful and loyal to our and their Sovereign Lord,

King WiUiam.
• • • • • 1/1We know the Commission hath given you such farther instructions as may be of

use in the various exigencies of your work, and expect you will be careful, by
every occasion, to transmit an account of j'our whole state to the Commission, we
resolve to leave for your and other affairs, who, we doubt not, will acquaint you from

time to time, as occasion may offer, of what may be further condescended on for

your encouragement.

And now, dear brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might ; to

whose rich grace and tender mercies we commend you, and his honourable work in

your hands, earnestly praying that you may be presented, directed, and supported by

Him, and not terrified through any amazement, but established in your duty, and

your labours crowned with success.

Signed in the name, and at the appointment, of the National Assembly of

the Church of Scotland, by

D. Blair, Moderator,

Jo. Bannatyne, Clerk.

Directed—To the Rev, Mr Alexander Shields, Mr Francis Boreland, Mr
Archibald Stobo, and Mr Alexander Dalgleish, the Ministers sent by

the Commission of the former Assembly to the African and Indian

Company's Colony in Caledonia, in America, or wherever they are.

Recommended to the care of the Directors of the said Company.
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VII.

Sess. 14, Felritari) 15, 1700, -post meridiem.—Act of the General Asscmhly, and Re-

ference to the Commission thereof, in favour of the Presbyteries of Caithness, Orkney,

and Zetland.

The General Assembly, considering that the brethren of the Presbyteries of Caith-

ness, Orkney, and Zetland, are but few in number, and that they cannot conveniently

meet in a Synod for mutual advice and assistance, do, therefore, continue the advices

and instructions given to the said Presbyteries at their erection, and refers to the

Commission of the General Assembly at Edinburgh, to add to or alter the same, as

thov shall find cause ; and empowers the said Commission to give advice and assist-

ance to the said Presbyteries, or any of them, as they shall be applied unto or find

needful ; and to determine in all references, appeals, or petitions, made or to be made to

them by the said Presbyteries, or any mhiister or parish within the bounds of the said

three Presbyteries : And, particularly, to be assisting in purging and planting kirks, and

in application to the civil magistrate for reparing and building kirks and manses, and

settling of schools in these bounds ; and likewise, to send probationers to the said

Presbyteries, and give them the allowance appointed by the last Assembly and Com-
mission thereof, upon application for that effect ; and, in general, to do all things

needful, with respect to the said Presbyteries, that other commissions might have done,

or that was committed to them by former Assemblies.

VIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Approbation of the Actings and Proceedings of the Commission

appointed by the General Assembly, 1699.

The General Assembly, having this day had reproduced in their presence the re-

gister of the actings and proceedings of the Commissioners appointed by the late As-

sembly, and having heard the report of a committee of this Assembly's own number,

that were not members of the said Commission, but appointed to revise, examine, and
consider the said register, with their observations thereupon, all the members of

the said Commission were desired to remove, and Mr John Lawrie was chosen Mo-
derator, and Mr Thomas Russell, Clerk, pro tempore, the Moderator and Clerk of

this Assembly having been members of the said Commission, and therefore removed ;

and the General Assembly having seriously considered the said report, and answers

made by the Moderator of the Commission, and other members thereof, to the said

observations, and finding thereby that the whole actings, proceedings, and con-

chisions, of the said Commissioners, contained in the registers subscribed by Mr John
Bannatyne, Clerk thereto, beginning the sixth day of February last, and ending the

thirty-first of January last, do evidence much wisdom, prudence, diligence, and faith-

fulness, and that the said Commission have proceeded orderly and formally in the

things that came before them, according to their commission and instructions ; there-

fore, this General Assembly, by their vote did, and hereby do, ratify and approve the

said actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said Commissioners, contained in the

register thereof; and the members of the Commission being called in, the same was

intimated to them, and the Moderator gave them the thanks of this Assembly for their

good service ; and then the Moderator and Clerk of this Assembly did again take

their places.

IX.

Sess. 15, February 16, 1700, ante meridiem.—Act anent Revising of the Registers of

Church Judicatories.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the overture transmitted by

i
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the late General Assembly to Presbyteries, conceniinfj; the revisinp; of the registers of

Church judicatories, and liaving heard the same several times read in their own pre-

sence ; as also having heard the report of the Committee for Overtures ccmcerning

the opinion of Presbyteries thereanent; and the General Assembly considering the

great import to this Church that all its registers be exact and well kept, do require

all Provincial Synods and Presbyteries to be careful in revising of the registers of

the judicatories under their immediate inspection ; and that they appoint a compe-
tent numljer of the most fit and experienced ministers for that work ; and when they

find nothing to challenge in any register, they give the same the attestation following,

viz. :

—

" The Provincial Synod of having heard the report of those ap-

pointed to revise the Presbytery book of , and having heard their remarks

thereupon, and the said Presbytery's answers thereto; and it having been inquired by
the Moderator if any other had any complaints to make against the actings of the

said Presbytery, and nothing appearing censurable, ordered the Clerk to attest this in

their Presbytery book."

And so for the registers of Provincial Synods and Kirk -Sessions, mutatis mutandis ;

but if there be anything truly censurable in the said book, and in itself material, with

resjiect to discipline, that it be recorded as censured, both in the Synod book and at-

testation.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Schoolmasters, Chaplains, Governors, and Pedagogues.

The General Assembly took into their consideration the overture transmitted to

Presbyteries by the late General Assembly, concerning schoolmasters, chaplains, go-

vernors, and pedagogues, and having heard the same read over in their own presence,

as also the report of the Committee for Overtures thereanent, and concerning the opi-

nion of Presbyteries thereupon, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, appoint all

Presbyteries to take special, particular, and exact notice, of all schoolmasters, chaplains,

governors, and pedagogues, of youth within their respective bounds, and oblige them
to subscribe the Confession of Faith of this Church as the confession of their faith;

and in case of continued negligence, (after admonition,) error, or immoralities, or of

their teaching erroneous jirinciples, or not being careful to educate those under their

charge in the Protestant Reformed religion ; the Presbytery, with respect to school-

masters, is to apply to the civil magistrate in burghs, and heritors in landward ; and
with respect to governors, chaplains, and pedagogues, to masters, for removing such

persons from these offices ; and if this be not remedied by them, that the Presby-

tery, with respect to schoolmasters, apply to tlic Commission of Parliament for Visi-

tation of Schools and Colleges. And it is hereby appointed that an account be given

in every halfyear to the Presbytery by ministers, wliat schoolmasters, chaplains, go-

vernors, pedagogues, are in their respective parishes; and the General Assembly re-

commends to Masters of Colleges to take care and use their authority for the same
ends, that the delinquents may be proceeded against by their respective Presbyteries,

and censured upon clear evidence of their guilt.

XL

Sess. 16, February/ 17, 1700, ante meridiem.—Act anent snhscrihing the Confession of

Faith.

The General Assembly appoints,'that all ministers and ruling ciders belonging to

this National Church subscribe the Confession of Faith as the confession of their faith,

according to the Act of Assembly, 1690, and the Formula agreed upon in the Assem-
bly held in the year 1694, Act 11, paragraph 6 ; and that this be done betwixt and

the next General Assembly.
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XII.

Eadem Sessimie.— Commission to snmc Ministers and Elders to visit the Bounds of the

Provinces of Au(jus and Mearns, Aberdeen, Moray, and Ross,

The General Assembly of this National Church, taking into consideration how re-

quisite it is that some ministers and elders be appointed for visitation of kirks on the

North side of Tay, and discussing such affairs as this Assembly shall think fit to refer

thereto; doth, therefore, by these presents, nominate, commission, and appoint, Mr
Patrick Gumming, minister at Ormiston, Mr John Stirling at Greenock, Mr Hugh
White at Larbert, Mr James Had.low, Professor of Divinity at St Andrews, JMr James
Ramsav at Eyemouth, Mr Samuel Charters at Inverkeithing, Mr Joseph Drew at

New Monkland, and Mr Andrew Brown at Spott, Ministers; Walter Stewart of Par-

dovan, and James Pringle of Buckholm, Ruling Elders ; to be a commission of this

Assembly for the effect foresaid, and appoints them to have their first meeting in the

church of Dundee, upon the second Wednesday of June next, at two of the clock in

the afternoon, and then to proceed through the provinces of Angus and Mearns,
Aberdeen, Moray, and Ross. And it is hereby declared, that the ministers and
ruling elders of the bounds are to be members of the said Commission within their

respective Presbyteries, unless any of them be found parties, with power to the said

Commission to choose their own moderator and clerk ; and the said Commission are

hereby empowered to visit Presbyteries and parishes, purge and plant churches, re-

dress grievances, and call to an account and try persons disseminating erroneous prin-

ciples and heretical doctrines ; and, generally, to do all things conform to the instruc-

tions given to the Commission sent North in the year 1694, and the Committee sent

to Ross, Sutherland, Caithness, and Orkney, in the year 1698. And the said Com-
mission are hereby appointed to make inquiry what growth Popery makes in these

bounds ; and in case they find trafficking Papists or Priests, and Jesuits, in any of

these bounds, that they apply to the magistrates of the place for execution of the laws

against them. And the General Assembly exhorts and requires the said Commission
to act deliberately in all their procedure, and for that end to stay a competent time

in each province they come to, as the exigency of the bounds requires ; and the Pres-

byteries of the several bounds are desired and required to prepare any business they

have to be cognosced by the said Commission ; and for that end to cite parties, in

the name of the said Commission, to appear before the same, thereby to gain time.

And in case the Commission find it convenient, that any of the brethren of the Pres-

byteries, in whose bounds they shall be for the time, concur with them to visit the

bounds of the next Presbytery, that then, upon the Commission's desiring the same,
the said Presbytery, in whose bounds they are, are hereby required to nominate some
of their number to join with the said Commission in visiting the neighbouring Pres-

bytery, and that they discuss all references and appeals that shall be remitted to

them by this Assembly ; and the said Commission arc prohibited to meddle in any
thing but what is hereby committed to them. And, lastly, they are to be accountable

to and censurable by the next ensuing General Assembly for all their actings.

XIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Commission hy the General Assembly to some Miiiisters and a Ruling

Elder to visit Zetland, Orkney, and Caitlmess.

The Genera! Assembly of this National Church of Scotland, taking into their con-

sideration a reference made to them by the Commission of the late General Assembly,

anent sending a committee to visit Zetland, and having heard some letters from the11--
brethren of the Presbytery there, earnestly desiring the same ; and bemg convinced

of the great need there is of sending some ministei-s to these bounds, did, and do
hereby nominate, commission, and appoint Mr James Hart, minister at Ratho, Mr
John Brand at Borrowstounness, Mr John Sandilands at Dolphington, Mr Alexander
Lauder at Mordington, Mr James Graham a't Holm, in Orkney, Mr Patrick Guthrie
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at Sanday there, Mr William Blaw at Westray there, Ministers; and Samuel Maclellan

Stewart, Principal of Orkney and Zetland, Ruliivj Elder ; to be a Commission for

visiting the said Presbytery of Zetland, churches within the bounds thereof, and for

assisting the brethren of the said Presbytery in their presbyterial work ; and appoints

the brethren of the said Commission above named that live be-South Tay to meet

at Edinburgh, upon the first day of April next, and be in readiness to take their voy-

age, and with the first fair wind thereafter to go to Zetland, and as soon as they can

to meet with the brethren of the Presbytery thereof, (who are hereby declared to be

members of the said Commission,) with power to them to choose their own mode-
rator and clerk ; and they are hereby empowered to do, and required to obsei-ve, what

is committed to them by the particular instructions to be given them by this Assem-

bly, or Commission thereof, appointed to meet at Edinburgh ; and to proceed, in all

things that come before them, according to the constitutions of this Church, and

Acts of the General Assemblies thereof; and in case they shall find convenient, either

to go by Caithness and Orkney, or return that way, they are hereby empowered to

do all things in these Provinces for the good of the Church, that they have by their

Commission to do in Zetland, And, lastly, appoints the said Commission to report

an account of their diligence in the said affairs to the next ensuing GeneralAssem-

bly, to whom they are to be accountable for all their actings.

XIV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act in favour of the Ministers sent North on the several Commissions.

The General Assembly declares that the brethren named to go North upon Com-
missions, and that shall go to the places appointed according to their Commissions,

shall be exonerated from going in supplies to the North when it comes to their turn

;

and the Presbyteries from whom they go are hereby appointed carefully to supply the

churches of the said brethren with preaching, during their absence on the said Com-
missions.

XV.

Sess. 17, February 1 9, 1 700, ante meridiem.—Act anent Scandalous and Contumacious

Persons.

The General Assembly took into their consideration the overture transmitted to Pres-

byteries by the late General Assembly, concerning scandalous and contumacious per-

sons ; and having heard the same read in their own presence, as also the report of

the committee for overtures thereanent, and concerning the opinion of Presbyteries

thereupon ; the General Assembly did, by their vote, and hereby do, allow Presby-

teries, if they find cause, to send in to the General Assembly, or Commission thereof,

the names of scandalous persons, of whatever quality, guilty of gross immoralities, and

contumacious to church discipline, with a full extract of the process, that they may
proceed against them as they see cause.

XVI.

Eadem Sessione. Act anent the Method of making Overtures and Acts of the General

Assembly.

The General Assembly took into their consideration the overtures transmitted to

Presbyteries by the late Assembly, concerning the method of passing overtures and

Acts of Assembly ; and having heard the said overtures read in their own presence,

as also the report of the committee for overtures thereanent, and concerning the

opinion of Presbyteries thereupon ; the General Assembly did, by their vote, and

hereby do, enact and appoint, that when any thing of public concern and great weight
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is proposed to the General Assembly, to be passed as overtures or acts, for a standing

rule to the Church, after the first reading, it be delayed till the next day of the As-

sembly's sitting, and lie on the table, to be seen and considered by all the members

;

and likewise, when any thing is passed as overtures by the General Assembly, it is

ordained that all and every Presbytery read them publicly in their Presbyterial meet-

ing once before the first meeting of the Synod next after the General Assembly, and

consider of them ; and that this be recorded in their Presbytery Book, and inquired

into by their Synods in visiting Presbytery Books ; as also, it is hereby recommended

to all Presbyteries to send in an account of their judgment and opinion thereancnt,

with their Commissioners, to the General Assembly, in writing, but as briefly as may be,

and the overtures to be printed after the Acts ; and, lastly, it is hereby enacted and

appointed, that each minister and kirk-session have a copy of all the printed Acts of

the General Assembly, and that inquiry be made into this at Presbyterial and Synodi-

cal censures, and their diligence recorded.

XVII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act Discharging the Printing ofany part of Ecclesiastical Processes

without Alloivance.

The General Assembly took into their consideration the overture transmitted to

Presbyteries by the late Assembly, against the printing of any paper to be presented

to church judicatories without allowance ; and having heard the said overtures in their

own presence, as also the report of the committee for overtures thereancnt, and con-

cerning the opinion of Presbyteries thereupon, the General Assembly did, by their

vote, and hereby do, prohibit and discharge any person or persons to presume to print

any petition, address, appeal, reasons, or answers, or any part of any process, to be

brought in to the General Assembly, or any other church judicatory, without leave

given by the respective judicatories before whom the same is in dependence ; with

certification that no respect shall be had thereto, in case they contravene this by read-

ing or considering the same.

XVIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act Regulating the Reception of such as come offfrom Popery.

The General Assembly took into their consideration the overture transmitted to

Presbyteries by the late Assembly concerning Papists, and having heard the same
read in their own presence, as also the report of the committee for overtures thereancnt,

and concerning the opinion of Presbyteries thereupon : The General Assembly did

judge, that a private acknowledgment of a Papist renouncing that religion verbally,

is not sufficient to admit them to church privileges ; and, therefore, appoints that the

reception of any that comes oflP from Popery to the communion of this Church be
the deed of a church judicatory, and that they subscribe the Confession of Faith as

the confession of their faith.

XIX.

Sess. 18, February 19, 1700, post meridiem.— Commission hy the General Assembly to

some Ministers and Elders, to meet at Edinburgh, for Planting Vacant Kirks in the

North, and other Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, considering that there are yet several vacant churches on
the North side of Tay, as likewise that there are several weighty affairs which this

Assembly cannot overtake, do, therefore, find it needful that there be a commission
granted to some ministers and elders for planting these vacant churches, and doing
what other affairs shall be referred to them ; and for that end, do hereby nominate, com-
imission, and appoint, Mr Daniel Campbell and Mr Daniel Mackay for the Presby-
tery of Inverary, &c. &c., to be Commissioners, &c., with full power, &c., (the powers
granted are the same as in the two preceding vears.)

^
"

2p
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XX.

Eadem Sessione.—Listntctions to the Commission appointed by the General Assembly to

meet at Edinhirgh.

I. That this Commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the Government,

or'any magistrate, for their countenancing ofand concurring with the judicatories of the

Church in what the law allows, and for putting the laws in execution against pro-

faneness, and regulating the poor hy providing maintenance and labour for them

;

and particularly, anent settling vacant congregations, and redressing any grievances

which may fall out.

II. That when any of the ministers who served under the late Prelacy, whose

lives and doctrines may render them useful to this Church, do apply for reception

into the Government, the General Assembly do empower and recommend to this

Commission that they receive them, according to the thirteenth paragraph of the six-

teenth act of the General Assembly, 1697.

III. That this Commission, in disposal of his Majesty's gifts to this Church, do
particularly take care, that tho encouragement granted by the last Assembly to pro-

bationers who are to go North to preach be rendered effectual ; and that they

cause defraj' the extraordinary charges that several ministers of the North have been

at in carrying on the planting of the North, and other public affairs of the Church

there ; and for defraying the charges of those sent on commissions, and of such proba-

tioners as shall yet be sent to the North, particularly Caithness, Orkney, and Zetland.

IV. The Commission is to cognosce and finally determine in all references made
to them by this Assembly, and in all references and appeals for transporting ministers

to the North, which shall be orderly brought before them, according to the overtures

made thereanent the last Assembly.

V. This Commission is also to correspond with the State anent fasts and thanks-

givings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.

VI. This Commission is to give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery

in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.

VII. That this Commission be careful to supply with good and able ministers the

ships and colonies of the African and Indian Company, as they shall be applied unto

by the Court of Directors of the said Company from time to time, and to send mini-

sters to them, either by mission, ordination, or transportation ; and it is referred

to this Commission to facilitate, by all means possible, their provision with ministers,

and to do every thing for the encouragement of those that are or afterwards shall be

sent, in regard this General Assembly cannot overtake it.

VIII. This Commission is empowered to inquire how the ministers transported by

this General Assembly, or shall be transported by their Commission, obey ; and, in

case of disobedience, that they suspend the disobedient persons for three months ; and

in case thej' do not obey after the three months are elapsed, that then they be de-

posed simpliciter ; and this particularly to be applied in the case of Mr David Pit-

cairn, formerly transported from Creich to Forres, if he disobey.

IX. This Commission, or their moderator, in the intervals of the Commission, are

empowered to receive calls legally proceeded in, and to transmit them to the re-

spective Presbyteries interested ; and, in case of references or appeals to the said Com-
mission, that they finally determine therein, according to the former acts of Assem-

blies for expediting transportations to the North.

X. This Commission is to give all due encouragement and assistance to any pro-

posals that may be made to them anent endeavours for reformation of manners, and for

the effectual curbing of profanity ; and that they apply in a competent manner to the

Government for that end.

XI. This Commission is to look out for some persons who may be fit to be clerk

to the General Assembly, and propose them to the next Assembly.
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XXI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the Supply of the North ivith Ministers and Probationers.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration, that there are yet several vacant

kirks in the North, did, and hereby do, enact and appoint that nine actual ministers

be sent, in manner after mentioned, for supplying thereof each four months, until the

next Assembly, beginning the first day of March next ; five whereof to the province

of Angus and Mearns, of which three to the united Presbj'teries of Dundee, Meigle,

and Forfar, and two to the united Presbytery of Brechin, Aberbrothwick, and jMearns :

Item, two to the province of Aberdeen, till Mr Tiiomas Blackwall be admitted there,

and one only thereafter : Item, two to the province of Moray, to be proportioned as

follows, viz., the provincial Synod of Glasgow and Ayr is to send three actual

ministers, of which one to the united Presbyteries of Dundee, Meigle, and Forfar;

one to the united Presbyteries of Brechin, Aberbrothwick, and Mearns ; and one to

Aberdeen : Item, the Provincial Synod of Fife is to send one actual minister to the ]3ro-

vince of Moray ; and the Provincial Synod of Perth and Stirling is to send one actual

minister to the province of Aberdeen : Item, the Provincial Sj'nod of Merse and
Teviotdale is to send one actual minister to the Presbyteries of Brechin, Aberbroth-
svick, and Mearns : Item, the Provincial Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale is to send
three actual ministers, whereof one to the united Presbyteries of Dundee, Meigle, and
Forfar, one to Aberdeen, and one to the Province of Moray ; but after Mr Thomas
Blackwall is settled at Aberdeen, the said Synod of Lothian is to be eased of the supply

of that place.

And likewise, the General Assembly does hereby enact and appoint, that eighteen

probationers be sent North, of which six are to be sent to the province of Angus and
jMearns, viz., three to the united Presbyteries of Meigle, Dundee, and Forfar ; three

to the united Presbyteries of Brechin, Aberbrothwick, and Mearns : Item, five to the

province of Aberdeen, whereof one is to have the Irish language ; Item, five to the

j^rovince of Moray, whereof two are to have the Irish language : Item, one to the

Presbytery of Zetland ; and, lastly, one having Irish to the bounds of the Presbytery

of Dunkeld. And it is hereby declared, that the said probationers are to be sent on
the same terms and conditions, and with the same encouragements, that the twenty
probationers were sent by the last Assembly,

XXIL
Eadem Sessione Act and Recommendation anent Mortifications and Visitations of

Parishes.

The General Assembly recommends to all Presbyteries to be diligent and careful

in visiting the parishes wiUiin their bounds, and take particular notice how all sums
of money mortified, or otherwise belonging to the poor of the parish, have been man-
aged, and applied from time to time ; and if they shall find any dilapidations ofany
such sums, that those guilty thereof may be pursued according to law ; and that the

several Synods take account of the Presbyteries within their bounds as to their dili-

gence therein.

xxin.

Sess. 19, Fehriiarij 20, 1700, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and
Eldersfor visiting the Presbi/tenj of Middlebie.

The General Assembly, having heard the report of the Committee for Overtures,

anent the grievances represented by the commissioners from the Presbytery of Middle-
bie, judged, that in regard the grievances of the said Presbytery are so exceedingly

great, it is expedient that a committee should be appointed to go thither against the

end of July to consider these grievances, and to do what they can for remedy thereof;

and that betwixt and that time the Synod of Dumfries, either by themselves or com-
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mittee, do what they can to remedy these grievances ; and that, accordingly, if they

obtain any good effect, the said Presbytery is to advertise the Committee of this As-
sembly not to come. And the General Assembly does hereby declare, that there

shall be no transportations from that Presbytery till the next General Assembly, with-

out their own consent, upon any calls to be given ; but it is always declared that this

is without prejudice of any processes already commenced. And the General Assembly

nominates and appoints Mr Gabriel Semple, minister at Jedburgh, Mr John Banna-

tyne at Lanark, Mr George IMulIckine at Moffat, Mr Matthew Reid at Northber-

•wick, ]\Ir Alexander Orrock at Hawick, Mr Nicol Edgar at Hobkirk, Mr James
Guthrie at Irongray, and jNlr Robert Blair at Holywood, Ministers: the Lairds of

Falnash and Whitelaw, Rulinrj Elders ; to be members of the said committee, to meet

at Langholm the last Wednesday of July next, with the members of the said Presby-

tery of Middlebie : And the said committee are hereby empowered to choose their own
moderator and clerk, and to proceed against all persons guilty of gross immoralities,

according to the Acts of the General Assembly, and order and discipline of this

Church, and to endeavour to remove the grievances of the brethren of the said Pres-

bytery ; and in order thereunto to visit the said Presbytery in the usual manner, and
endeavour to obtain the assistance of persons of interest and quality in these parts,

to render the actings and proceedings of church judicatories the more effectual; and
this committee is to be accountable to and censurable by the next General As-

sembly.

XXIV.

Sess. 20, February 20, 1700, post meridiem.—Actfor rendering effectual the Supplies

of the North.

The General Assembly docs hereby declare that all former acts for rendering

effectual the supply of the North with ministers, not expressly rescinded, shall be in

full force ; and refers to the Commission to see to the execution thereof.

XXV.

Overtures transmitted by the General Assembly, held in the year 1700, to the several Pres-

byteries within this National Church, that they may corisider the same, and send their

opinion thereancnt to the next General Assembly, who may pass the same in Acts, if

the more general opinion of this Church agree thereunto,

[These Overtures relate to " Commissioners to the General Assembly, and their

subscribing the Confession of Faith," also to " Citations in Cases of Transportation of

Ministers." They were passed into standing laws in 1704.]

XXVL

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh,

the 19th day of February 1701.

The Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer, singing the

122d Psalm, from 6th verse to the end, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by me,

J. Bannatytve, Cls. Syn. National,
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, THE 19th DAY OF FEBRUARY 1701.

I.

Sess. 1, Fehrnary 19, 1701.— The recording of His Majestijs Commission to William

Earl of Annandule, for representing his Majestfs Roijid Person in this Assembly.

This day, the General Assembly of the ministers and ciders of this National Church

being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by a noble Lord, William

Earl of Annandale, his Majesty's commission, under the Great Seal of this kingdom,

nominating and appointing him to be his Majesty's High Commissioner and repre-

sentative iu this National Assembly, which was publicly read in their audience, with

all due honour and respect ; and appointed to be recorded in the registers of this As-

sembly, therein to remain ad futuram rei memoriam, the tenor whereof follows :

—

" GULIELMUS," &C.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—His Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

The which day his Majesty's High Commissioner presented his Majesty's most

gracious Letter directed to this General Assembly, which was publicly read in their

hearing, with all due honour and respect, and appointed to be recorded in the re-

gisters of this Assembly, the tenor whereof follows :

—

William R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. The proofs we have had of your affection to our person and
government, and of your good conduct and management in the last and former As-
semblies, gives us full confidence of your meeting at this time in the same good dis-

position. We think it not necessary, on this occasion, to repeat the assurances we
have often given you of our resolution to maintain the government of the Church,

as it is now established, not doubting but you are sufficiently convinced of it; as

also of our readiness to countenance and protect you in your endeavours to preserve

the purity of the Christian doctrine, to promote piety, and settle good order in the

Church. We have thought fit to appoint our right trusty and entirely-beloved cousin

and councillor, William Earl of Annandale, to represent our royal person in this As-
eembly, whose abilities and fitness to discharge this trust will (we doubt not) render

him acceptable unto you ; him we have fully instructed in what may be further ne-

.cessary, and therefore you may give him entire trust and credit. So, recommending
to you calmness and unanimity in your proceedings, and the avoiding unseasonable

questions and debates, which you must be sensible may be of bad consequence in

this juncture, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Kensington, the 7th day of February 1701, and of our

reign the 12th year.

By his Majesty's Command,
Ro. Pringle.

To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator, IMinisters, and
Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
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III.

Sess. 4, February 24, 1701, ante meridiem.— The General Assembly's Ansroer to

His Majesty's gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The renewed and repeated evidences of your Majesty's tender care and concern

for this Church, so fully signified in your gracious Letter, have been received and

entertained by us with all satisfaction and thankful acknowledgment. And we do

further acknowledge the signal proof we have lately had thereof by your Majesty's

giving the royal assent, in this last session of Parliament, to the acts therein made

for ratifying and further confirming our Confession of Faith, and the present esta-

blished Presbyterian government of this Church, for the more effectual preventing

of the growth of Popery, and for suppressing profaneness and immoralities ; all which

do lay a new obligation on us to endeavour the preserving of the purity of the

Christian doctrine, the promoting of piety, and the settling of good order in the

Church, which we acknowledge to be already our duty, according to the trust

committed to us by our great Lord and Master Jesus Christ, the only Head of this

Church, and in doing whereof your Majesty is pleased to assure us of your royal

protection and countenance. We are resolved also, by the grace of God, and through

his strength, to observe that calmness and unanimity in our proceedings, which do

so much become us in the station wherein God has placed us, and which your

Majesty recommends unto us ; and to avoid unseasonable questions and debates,

which we are all convinced and persuaded would be a matter of bad and dangerous

consequence at all times, and especially in this juncture.

The Earl of Annandale, whom your Majesty has made choice of to represent your

royal person, and to give countenance and protection to this Assembly, is, for his

fitness and abilities, as also for the good offices he has dons this Church, in the other

honourable stations wherein he hath been employed under your Majesty, very ac-

ceptable.

Give us leave, great Sir, to take notice, that the last Assembly having given

commission to some ministers of their number to travel to the most northern parts

of this your ancient kingdom, the islands of Orkney and Zetland, for planting

churches, and advancing the knowledge of God amongst that people, they have, in

a good measure, executed the same ; and we are sensible of the favour of your Ma-
jesty's bounty for promoting so good and necessary a work, and which we know will

not be wanting to advance and render it complete.

That your Majesty's reign may be long and prosperous ; that you may be guided

and directed of God, in the great and weighty affairs of your government, and that

your councils and undertakings may be still successful for preserving and defending

the Reformed religion, and the Protestant interest at home and abroad, are the earnest

and fervent prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Tho. Wilkie, Moderator.

IV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the Overtures transmitted by the last General Assembly

to Presbyteries.

(This Act appoints the said overtures to be re-transmitted.)
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Sess. 8, February 27, 1701, ante meridiem,—Approbation of the Actings and Proceed-

ings of the Commission of the last General Assembly, appointed to meet at Edinburgh.

The General Assembly, having had this day reproduced in their presence the re-

gister ofthe actings and proceedings of the Commissioners appointed by the late General
Assembly to meet at Edinburgh, and having heard the report and observations of a

committee of this Assembly's own number (that were not members of that Commis-
sion) appointed to revise, examine, and consider the said register, all the members of

the said Commission (whereof the Moderator was one) were desired to remove, and
Mr James Hay being chosen Moderator pro tempore, it was desired by him, that if

any persons had any thing to object against the conduct or proceedings of the said

Commission, they might propose the same ; and the Assembly having heard all that

was represented to them thereancnt, together with the answers made thereto by the

Moderator and other members of the said Commission ; and having seriously and
maturely considered the same, and finding by the said report that the whole actings,

proceedings, and conclusions, of the said Commissioners, contained in the said re-

gister, subscribed by Mr George IMeldrum, Moderator, and Nicol Spence, under-
clerk of the said Commission, beginning the 21st day of February 1700 years, and
ending the 18th of February current, do evidence much wisdom, prudence, dili-

gence, and faithfulness, and that the said Commission have proceeded orderly and
formally in the things that came before them, according to their commission and in-

structions; therefore, this General Assembly, by their vote, did, and hereby do, ratify

and approve the said actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said Commissioners,
contained in the register thereof; and the members of the Commission being called

in, the same was intimated to them, and the Moderator gave them the thanks of
tliis Assembly for their good ser\'ice, and then the Moderator of this Assembly took
his place.

VI.

Sess. 13, March 4, 1701, ante meridiem,—Act anent the Supply of the North with
Ministers and Probationers,

The General Assembly, taking into consideration that there are yet some vacant

kirks in the North, did, and hereby do, enact and appoint that four actual ministers

be sent, in manner after mentioned, for supplying thereof, from the first of April next
till the next General Assembly ; two whereof to be sent to the united Presbyteries of

Dundee, Meigle, and Forfar ; one to the united Presbyteries of Brechin and Aber-
brothwick ; and one to the province of Moray, to be proportioned as follows :—viz. the

Provincial Synod of Lothian and Tvpeeddale to send one actual minister quarterly,

to supply the province of Moray ; the Provincial Synod of Glasgow and Ayr to send
one actual minister quarterly, to supply the united Presbyteries of Dundee, Meigle,

and Forfar ; the Provincial Synod of Fife to send one actual minister quarterly, to

supply the united Presbyteries of Brechin and Aberbrothwick ; the Synod of Merse
and Teviotdale, with the Synod of Perth and Stirling, to send one actual minister

quarterly, to supply the united Presbyteries of Dundee, Meigle, and Forfar, viz.

:

Merse and Teviotdale for the first three quarters, and Perth and Stirling for the last

quarter. And because the foresaid Synods cannot now meet to send up the first

three months' supply timeously, therefore, the General Assembly do hereby appoint

the said first three months' supply to be made as follows :—viz. by Mr Walter Allan,

minister at Colinton, for the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale ; by Mr Francis Fin-

layson, minister of Kilmarnock, for the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr ; by Mr Patrick

Tullidelph, minister at Ferry-Port-on-Craig, for the Synod of Fife; and by Mr William

Millar, minister at Chimside, for the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale. And such-

like, the General Assembly do hereby enact and appoint that seventeen probationers

be sent North ; of which two to the united Presbyteries of Dundee, Meigle, and
Forfar; two to the united Presbyteries of Brechin and Aberbrothwick; four to the pro-
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vince of Moray, two of them having the Irish language, three to Ross and Suther-

land, all of them having the Irish, three to Caithness, one to Orkney, and two to

Zetland. And it is hereby declared, that the said probationers are to be sent on

the same terms, and with the same encouragement given to probationers sent by

former Assemblies and their Commissions. And what further relates to the nomi-

nation, and other things requisite to this mission of probationers, the General As-

sembly refers the same to their subsequent commission.

VII.

Sess. 13, March 4, 1701, a7iie meridiem.—Act disjoining the Provincial Synod of
Angus and Mearns from the Synod of Aberdeen.

The General Assembly, having heard the opinion of the Commission sent by the

last Assembly to the provinces of Angus, Mearns, and Aberdeen, anent the affair

after mentioned ; and finding that there are now a competent number of ministers

legally settled in the said provinces, do therefore appoint them to meet in time

coming, in two distinct Synods, in their usual places of meeting, according to the

Act of the General Assembly held in the year 1638, entitled, " Act anent the

Order of the Provincial Assemblies in Scotland, according to the Presbyteries there-

in contained;" and that the next meeting of the Synod of Aberdeen be at the time

and place appointed at their last sederunt. And as to the Synod of Angus and

Mearns, the General Assembly docs hereby appoint their first meeting to be at Dun-
dee, upon the third Tuesday of April next, and that the Synods after named send

the following number of ministers as Correspondents to the Provincial Synod of

Angus and Mearns, viz. ; the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale two, the Synod of

Perth and Stirling three, the Synod of Fife four, and the Synod of Aberdeen two,

and this correspondence to continue till the General Assembly shall see cause to

alter it.

VIII.

Sess. 14, March 4, 1701, post meridiem.—Recommendation to Synods anent maintain-

ing Bursars of Theology having the Irish Language.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the great scarcity of proba-

tioners having the Irish language to supply the vacancies of the North Highlands,

notwithstanding there are several young men who might be useful in these places if

they had due encouragement to prosecute their studies ; therefore, the General As-

sembly recommend to the Synods after mentioned, that they maintain bursars of

theology having the Irish language, besides the usual Presbytery bursars, and that

out of the ministers of the said Synods their own proper money, and that this be

done as follows : viz., That the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, the Synod of

Merse and Teviotdale, the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, the Synod of Argyle, the

Synod of Perth and Stirling, and the Synod of Fife, each of them maintain one bur-

sar ; the Synods of Dumfries and Galloway one ; and the Synods of Angus and Mearns
and Aberdeen one : And it is recommended to the foresaid Synods to proportion the

gitota of the maintenance to be given to the said bursars among themselves, which

is at least to be ten pounds sterling, the one-half whereof to be collected and advanced

at every Synod, beginning at the next ensuing Synod ; and that the said Synod

books bear an account of their diligence in the same, and that each of the said bursars

continue four years at the profession of theology, as other bursars do ; and it is hereby

recommended to all Presbyteries, that they search out for any such well qualified

young men who have passed their course of philosophy at some university, and send

in their names to the Commission of the General Assembly, with sufficient testimonials,

that they may be by them recommended to the said Synods ; and the foresaid act to

continue during the Assembly's pleasure : And for enlarging of the said funds, the Ge-

I
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neral Assembly renews and revives the 9th Act of the General Assembly, 1C99,
" Anent Planting of the Highlands."

IX.

Sess. 14, March 4, 1701, post meridiem.—Actfor a Solemn National Fast and

Humiliation.

The General Assembly of this National Church, laying seriously to heart the many-

tokens of God's displeasure that are gone forth against this land ; as the many years

of dearth and scarcity that we have been under whereby many have perished, the

land greatly impoverished, and the number of the poor vastly increased ; the amazing

and astonishing rebukes against and blasting of the undertaking of the African and

Indian Company of this nation, for advancing the wealth and trade thereof, and relief

of the poor, and that in a great measure from the visible and immediate hand of God,
though by that undertaking there was a fair prospect of spreading the Gospel amongst

infidels, together with the loss of many of our countrymen, and even some of our dear

and worthy brethren in the ministry, and of a great part of the nation's treasure and
substance ; as also, the stupendous wasting fire in the city of Edinburgh, whereby its

best buildings have been laid in ashes, and many families reduced to extreme poverty

;

considering also the many sad and great calamities which threaten not only this,

but all other reformed and Protestant Churches, from the present alteration of the

state of Europe so lately fallen out, whereby the hands of the implacable enemies of

our religion seem to be greatly strengthened, and occasion given for executing their

wicked designs, in order to the ruin of the reformed religion and Protestant interest

;

by all which the reformed and Protestant Churches everywhere, and more eminently

in these nations, together with our brethren in the United Provinces ofthe Low Coun-
tries, are sadly threatened : And the Assembly, considering that our holy and gracious

God doth not afflict wiUingly, nor grieve the children of men, nor doth he without

cause threaten his people wath such sad things ; we have therefore too good ground
to infer, that our sins must be great and heinous in the sight of God, which is also

obvious to every discerning eye, the land being filled with wickedness and abomina-

tions, violences and disorders amongst persons of all ranks and degrees, for whose sins

our holy and jealous God may justly contend with us, which are so much the more ag-

gravated, that they are against so many solemn repeated vows and engagements unto

and Covenants with our God, which have been openly violated and broken by
persons of all ranks, and treated with public contempt, indignities, and affronts, the

particulars of which are too many to be here inserted ; but having been by other

Assemblies largely and particularly enumerated in causes of fasts by them emitted, es-

pecially 1690 and 1700: This Assembly thereto refers, insofar as they quadrate

with our present circumstances, and recommend to ministers to give an account of

the same
; yet one thing farther is greatly to be lamented, that though the Lord hath

been for many years calling to weeping and to mourning, and public national fasts have

been from time to time appointed, that we might truly humble ourselves before God,
confess our sins, repent of and turn from them, by renewing our engagements unto

God, and covenanting with him for that end, yet the most part have instead thereof

given themselves over to jollity and wantonness, few having fasted unto the Lord, and
returned to him with all "their hearts.

Upon all these considerations, this Assembly have thought fit to set apart a day

for solemn fasting and humiliation, and the exercise of sincere and unfeigned repent-

vnce, and for serious, fervent, and earnest prayer to the throne of grace, which they

ippoint to be kept upon the twent^Mburth day of April next to conie, being the last

Thursday of the said month : And do hereby earnestly obtest, and in the bowels of

jur Lord Jesus Christ, exhort and beseech all people and of all ranks, suitably to

prepare themselves for so solemn a work, to deal unfeignedly and sincerely with the

Lord in this matter, to put away the evil of their doings, and flee unto Christ, the Me-
liator of the New Covenant, and seek in and through'him to be reconciled unto God,
o take on sincere resolutions and engagements, that henceforth they will be the

Lord's, humblv depending upon him for grace to perform accordingly, that they may
2 Q
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earnestly and vigoi'ously sot about sincere and thorough reformation of tlieir lives, as

they would themselves find mercy in the day of the Lord, and have the present

strokes upon the land removed, and judgments threatened averted. And for that end,

we recommend to all ministers within this Church, that they be plain, full, and free,

in holding forth the evil of the sins that abound, according as they are enumerated

in the Causes of Fasts above specified, and what sins else may be peculiar to any con-

gregation, to the end that they, and all who sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ, may
earnestly apply to the throne of gi-ace, that a spirit of grace and supplication and of

sincere and unfeigned repentance may be poured out upon the inhabitants ot the land,

and for a day of the Mediator's power upon the hearts of many, making them a willing

people, that so they may flee to him, and make application of his blood for the purging

and pardoning of their sins ;—that the Lord would shine upon us in Gospel-ordi-

nances, and by the powerful enlivening breathings of his Spirit, make them more suc-

cessful for the enlargement of the kingdom of Christ, and destroymg Satan's king-

dom, that in some places so much prevails, even by witchcraft, sorceries, &c. ;—that

of his great bounty, and in pity and compassion to this poor land, he would give

seasonable weather, and thereby prevent the return of scarcity and dearth, and that

he would also avert the other sad and heavy judgments which threaten us for our

sins ;—that the Lord would deliver such of his poor churches or people as are already

under the feet of cruel enemies, and protect others that are in great and imminent

hazard ; and, for that end, break the power of their enemies, make their wrath to

praise him, defeat their counsels, and turn them into foolishness, that all may know
that he whose name alone is Jehovah is the most high over all the earth ;—that God
would preserve and protect our King, bless him in his person and government, ani-

mate him more and more with true heroic courage and zeal for the defence of the

true religion and Protestant interest ;—that he would direct his councils, and those

of other Protestant princes and states, to such measures as may, at this juncture, be

for the glory of God, the preservation of the true religion and Protestant Churches,

and the peace of Europe ;—that piety may flourish in this land, and effectual ways

may be fallen upon for that end, and both magistrates, ministers, and others in their

stations, animated vigorously to prosecute them, for suppressing the sins and immo-
ralities that abound in the land ; and for restraining idleness and vagabonds, being

the occasion and nursery of much sin and wickedness, and for reducing these to order,

labour, and industry, and supplying the necessities of indigents ; and that this Church

may yet prosper, both peace and truth still flourish in her, so as the Lord may yet

take delight in us, and glory may dwell in our land, and have her habitation there.

X.

Sess. 15, March 5, 1701, post meridiem.—Act Condemning the Book, entitled, An
Apologyfor M. Antonia Bourignion.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration a reference made by

the Commission of the late General Assembly sent to Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, &c.,

anent Doctor George Garden in Aberdeen, alleged to be the author of a book en-

tided, " An Apology for M. Antonia Bourignion," with an abbreviate made by the said

Commission of the errors contained in the said book, they did appoint a committee

of their own number to consider that afttiir, and to compare the said abbreviate with

the foresaid Apology, and to bring their report and opinion to the General Assembly

anent the whole ; and the General Assembly having this day heard the report and

opinion of the foresaid committee, and also having heard read in their presence an

abbreviate and abstract of several errors excerpted forth of the said Apology by the

foresaid committee ; and having likewise had produced in their presence the said

book itself, the General Assembly found the same to contain a mass of dangerous,

impious, blasphemous, and damnable errors ; and, therefore, by their unanimous vote

did, and by these presents do, condemn the said book called " An Apology for M.
Antonia Bourignion ;" and for preventing the spreading of the said errors therein con-

tained, the General Assembly did, by their unanimous vote, and hereby do, seriously
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recommend to all Synods and Presb\'teries within this National Church, and par-

ticularly to the Synods of Aberdeen and Perth, to advert to, and inquire anent the

spreading of the said errors, and to use all effectual means for preventing the same,

conform to Acts of former Assemblies made against spreading of errors, and par-

ticularly the Act of the General Assembly, anno I'oil, entitled, " Act discharging the

Importing, Vending, or Spreading of Erroneous Books and Papers." And, moreover,

the General Assembly recommend to the said judicatories, that in perusing of the

said book, and inquiring anent the spreading of the errors therein contained, any
thing found to fall under the 1 1th Act of the fifth Session of the current Parliament,

or under any other Act of Parliament made against blasphemy, &c., be represented

to his Majesty's Advocate, to the effect the said laws may be put to due execution.

XL

Sess. 15, March 5, 1701, post meridiem.—Sentence of Deposition against Dr
Georfje Garden in Aberdeen.

The which day, the General Assembly of this National Church, taking into their

consideration the proceedings of the Commission of the late General Assembly ap-

jiointed for visiting the bounds of Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, Moray, and Ross, and
finding a process raised by the said Commission against Dr George Garden in Aber-
deen, and a sentence of suspension passed by them against him ujx)n weighty grounds,

with a reference of him for further censure to this Assembly, to which he was cited by
order of the said Commission ; all which the foresaid sentence does at more length

bear, and the Assembly having caused call the said Dr George Garden, several times

at the most patent door of the church, and he not compearing, they entered upon the

serious consideration of the particular grounds of the said sentence of suspension, and
of the whole proceedings of the said Commission in that affair ; and did, likeas

they hereby do, find that he has not only given great ground to suspect his being

tainted with dangerous and blasphemous opinions, in causing a certain book called

" An Apology for M. Antonia Bourignion" to be bound, and selling the same, and
causing it to be sold by others for his use, and recommending the perusal thereof,

without giving a caveat against the errors contained therein, and that he refused to

disown his being the author of that book, when questioned thereupon by the said

Commission ; and that he likewise declined to give a positive anstVer, when asked by
them if he judged M. Antonia Bourignion to have been divinely inspired as she pre-

tends, but also that he hath given clear and evident proof of his being led away with
the spirit of error and very gross delusions, and infected v/ith impious, blasphemous,
and damnable error, by declaring openly before the said (Commission, that the said

Apologj', as to the bulk of the book, did represent the great end of Christianity,

which is to bring us back to the love of God and charity, and further declared, that

the essentials of Christianity are set down in the said book, and that the accessories

contained therein are not contrary thereto ; and further he added, that he had a higii

esteem of the writings that go under the name of M. Antonia Bourignion, because

ihey represent the essentials of Christian religion, and direct us to a Christian tem-
]ier, with more force and vigour than many writings of this age he had seen, and for

iier singular sentiments, they ought not to be reckoned heresies, for they contradict

no article of the Christian religion ; and further, he subjoined that her sentiments

tended to unite Christians in their differences, and to promote the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, and on that account he values them, and heartily embraces them, and that

the design of the apologist, in representing the accessory sentiments of M. Antonia

Bourignion, was to vindicate them from the misrepresentations of others, that the

world may know what they are
; yea, he had the confidence to carry it so high before

the said Commission, as to say he counted it his honour to be singled out for owning
the principles of ]\I. x\ntonia Bourignion, which have such a tendency to promote
Clnistian love and charity : The Assembly also finds, that the writings which go under
»lie name of the said Ml Antonia Bourignion arc fraught with impious, pernicious.

I
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and damnable doctrines, as they are represented in the very Apology, that exhibits

to the world an epitome of them in the fairest dress: such as, Imo, The denying of

tiic permission of sin, and the infliction of damnation and vengeance for it. '2do,

The ascribing to Christ a twofold human nature, one of which vsras produced of Adam
before the woman was formed, the other born of the Virgin Mary. 'Stio, The de-

nying of the decrees of election and reprobation, and the loading of those acts of

grace and sovereignty with a multitude of odious and blasphemous aspersions, par-

ticularly wickedness, cruelty, and respect of persons. 4to, That there is a good spirit

and an evil spirit in the souls of all men before they are born. 5to, That the will of

man is unlimited, and that there must be in man some infinite quality whereby he

may unite himself to God. Gto, The denying of the doctrine of Divine prescience.

Imo, The assertion of the sinful corruption of Christ's Human Nature, and a rebel-

lion in Christ's Natural Will to the Will of God. And, Svo, The asserting a state of

perfection in this life, and a state of purification in the life to come ; that generation

lakes place in Heaven ; that there are no true Christians in the world, and several

other errors contained in the said book ; upon which grounds, together vnth his con-

tumacv in not appearing before this Assembly, the General Assembly of this National

Church, after mature deliberation, being moved with love to the truth of God, and
zeal for his glory, as also an earnest desire for purging this Kirk of error and heresy,

and every thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, did, and hereby do, ratify and con-

firm the sentence of suspension passed by the said Commission against the said Dr
George Garden ; and further did, and hereby do, in the name and authority of our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Head and King of the Church, and the only Lord and Law-
giver of the same, according to the power entrusted by him to them, and his peremp-

tory command, actually depose the said Dr George Garden from the office of the mi-

nistry, prohibiting and discharging him from exercising the same, or any part thereof,

in all time coming, under pain of the highest censures of the Church, appointing pub-

lic intimation to be made hereof from all the pulpits in the Synod of Aberdeen, after

sermon in the forenoon, upon such a Lord's day as the said Synod shall appoint.

XIL

Sess. 15, March 5, \10\,post meridiem.—Approbation of the Artinga and Proceedings

of the Commission sent by the last Assembly to Zetland, Orkney, and Caithness.

The General Assembly, having this day had reproduced before them the register

of the actings and proceedings of the Commissioners sent by the late General As-

sembly for visitation of tlie bomids of the Presbyteries of Zetland, Orkney, and

Caithness ; and having heard the report and observations of a committee of this As-

sembly's own number, appointed to revise, consider, and examine the said register,

with the answers made thereto by the Moderator and other members of that com-
mission, they were removed ; and the General Assembly having seriously and ma-
turely considered the same, and finding by the said report that the actings, proceed-

ings, and conclusions, of the said commissioners contained in their register now pro-

duced, subscribed by Mr James Hart, Moderator, and Mr John Sandilands, Clerk

thereto, beginning upon the eighteenth day of April last, and ending the twenty-

fourth day of June thereafter, consisting of 190 pages, do evidence the great pains

and diligence of the said commissioners, and the great danger they were exposed to

in their voyage by sea, and likewise the fatigue they had by land, in travelling to ac-

complish the design they were sent on, and that they have proceeded orderly and

formally in the things that came before them, according to their commission and

instructions, and thereby given proof of their wisdom, prudence, faithfulness, and

zeal : Therefore, this General Assembly, by their vote, unanimously did, and hereby

do, ratify and approve the actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said commis-

sioners contained in their register ; and the members of the said commission being

called in, the premises were intimated to them, and the Moderator, according to ap-

pointment, gave them the thanks of this Assembly for their good service.
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XIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Approbation of the Actings and Proceedings of the Commission sent

by the last Assembly to Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, Moray, and Ross.

The General Assembly, having this day had reproduced before them the register

of the actings and proceedings of the commissioners sent by the late Assembly,
for visitation of the bounds of the Presbyteries in the provinces of Angus, Mearns,
Aberdeen, Moray, Ross, and Sutherland ; and having heard the report and observa-

tions of a committee of this Assembly's own number, appointed to revise, consider,

and examine the said register, with the answers made thereto by the Moderator
and other members of that commission, they were removed ; and the General As-
sembly having maturely considered the same, and finding by the said report, that

the actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said commissioners, contained in

their register now produced, subscribed by Mr Patrick Gumming, Moderator, and
Mr Hugh White, Clerk thereto, beginning upon the twelfth day of June last, and
ending upon the twenty-second day of August thereafter, consisting of 190 pages, do
evidence much wisdom, prudence, diligence, zeal, and faithfulness ; and that the said

commissioners have proceeded orderly and formally in every thing according to

their commission and instructions : Therefore, this General Assembly, by their vote,

unanimously did, and hereby do, ratify and approve the actings, proceedings, and
conclusions, of the said commissioners, contained in the register thereof; and the

members of the said commission being called in, the same was intimated to them,
and the Moderator, according to appointment, gave them the thanks of this Assem-
bly for their good service.

XIV.

Sess. 18, March 7, 1701, ante meridiem.—Act against Persons icho shall be Irre-

gularly Licensed or Ordained.

The General Assembly, upon report of their committee for overtures, did, by
their vote, and hereby do, enact and declare, that any persons who shall for here-

after receive either licence or ordination from any of the late Prelates, or any
others not allowed by the authority of the Church, shall be incapable of ministerial

communion for the space of three years simpliciter, and even after that time, ay

and until the Presbytery to which he shall apply be satisfied concerning his repent-

ance.

XV.

Sess. 20, March 8, 1701, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders

for Planting vacant Kirks, and other Affairs remitted to them.

The General Assembly, considering that there are yet some vacant Churches on
the North side of Tay, as likewise that there are yet several weighty affairs which

this Assembly cannot overtake ; do therefore find it needful that there be a commis-

sion granted to some ministers and elders for planting these vacant Churches, and
doing what other affairs shall be referred to them ; and for that end do hereby no-

minate, commissionate, and appoint Mr Robert Elliot, minister at Kinglassie, &c.,

&c., to be Commissioners, &c., with full power, &c., (the powers granted to the Com-
mission are the same as in the corresponding acts of the three preceding years.)

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.—Instructions by the General Assembly to their Commission.

1. That this commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the Govcm-
'nient, or any magistrate, for their countenancing of and concurring with the judica-
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tories of the Church, in what the law allows, and for putting the laws in execution

against profaneness, regulating the poor by providing maintenance and labour for

them, and particularly anent settling vacant congregations, and redressing any griev-

ances which may fall out.

2. That, when any of the ministers who served under the late Prelacy, whose
lives and doctrines may render them useful to this Church, do apply for reception

into a share of the government of the Church, the General Assembly do empower
and recommend to their Commission to receive them, according to the 13th para-

graph of the 16th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1697: And that the said

Commission be careful to get due information from the Presbyteries where the said

person applying does, or did officiate, and for the time resides.

3. That this Commission, in disposal of his Majesty's gifts to this Church, do par-

ticularly take care, that the encouragement granted by the General Assembly, anno

1699, to probationers who are to go North to preach, be rendered effectual ; and

that they cause defray the extraordinary charges that several ministers of the North

have been at in carrying on the planting of Churches, and other public affairs of

the Church there.

4. The said Commission is to cognosce and finally determine in all references already

made, or to be made, to them by this Assembly, and in all references and appeals for

transporting ministers to the North, which shall be orderly brought before them, ac-

cording to the overtures made thereanent by the General Assembly, anno 1699.

5. This Commission is also to correspond with the State anent fasts and thanks-

givings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.

6. This Commission is to give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery in

difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect : As also, this Com-
mission is empowered to proceed according to the 7th Act of the General Assembly,

1700, made in favour of the Presbyteries of Caithness, Orkney, and Zetland.

7. This Commission is empowered to inquire how ministers transported by former

Assemblies and their Commissions, or by this General Assembly and their Commis-
sion, have obeyed, or shall obey, and, in case of disobedience, that they suspend the

disobedient persons for three months, and, in case they do not obey after these three

months are elapsed, that then they be deposed simpliciter, and this particularly to be

applied in the case of Mr David Pitcairn, formerly transported from Creich to Forres,

if he disobey.

8. This Commission is to give all due encouragement and assistance to any pro-

posals that may be made to them anent endeavours for reformation of manners, and

for the effectual curbing of profanity ; and that they apply in a competent manner to

the Government for that end.

9. This Commission, or their Moderator, in the intervals of the Commission, are

empowered to receive calls legall}' proceeded in, and to transmit the same to the re-

spective Presbyteries interested ; and, in case of references or appeals to the said

Commission, that they proceed and finally determine therein, according to the former

acts of Assemblies for expediting transportations to the North.

XVII.

Eadcm Sessione.—Actfor rendering effectual the Supplies of the North.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the 24th Act of the General

Assembly, 1700, " For rendering Effectual the Supplies of the North," do declare the

same to stand still in full force, and refers to the Commission to see to the observation

thereof.

XVIII.

•t againsi

The General Assembly appoints Presbyteries to send in to the Commission an

Eadcm Sessioiie.—Act against Intruders into Kirks.
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account of such ministers or preachers as intrude into parishes, that application may
be made to the Government for removing them according to law.

XIX.

Eadem Sesslone.—Recommendation anent the morefrequent Administration of the

Lord's Supper.

The General Assembly recommends to Presbyteries to take care that the Sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper be more frequently administered veitliin their bounds, and
that the number of ministers to serve thereat be restricted, so that neighbouring
churches be not thereby cast desolate on the Lord's Day.

XX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act against Abuses at Likewakes, Penny-Bridals, and
Promiscuous Dancing.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, revive the act of the General Assembly,

1645, against Likewakes, as also the act of the said Assembly for restraining Abuses
at Penny-Bridals, and likewise the act of the General Assembly, anno 1649, dis-

charging promiscuous dancing ; and appoints the said acts to be read in churches

before the congregation, and that Synods inquire at Presbyteries concerning their

diligence anent the observance of the said acts, and recommends to Presbyteries to

have their thoughts upon what further may be necessary for suppressing and pre-

venting abuses at such occasions, and give their opinion thereanent to the next Ge-
neral Assembly.

XXI.

Overtures transmitted by the General Assembly, held in the Year 1701, to the several

Presbyteries ivithin this National Church, that they may consider the same, and send

their Opinion thereanent in JVritinq to the next General Assembli/, who may pass the

same in Acts, if the more general Opinion of this Church agree thereunto.

[These Overtures are, 1. Anent Scandalous Persons turning Popish ; 2. Pro-
testants marrying Papists ; 3. Anent Excommunication ; 4. Anent irregular absolv-

ing of Scandalous Persons ; 5. Anent Students passing Trials ; 6. Against Pro-
faneness, with a Reference to the Commission thereanent. The greater part of

these appear to have been passed into Acts in 1704.]

\ XXIL

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh
the sixth day of March, in the year 1702.

The Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer, singing the

132d Psalm, from the II th verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing,

/ Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by me,
''

Dav. Dundas, Cls.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MARCH 6, 1702.

I.

Sess. 1, Edinburgh, March 6, 1702.— The Recnrdinrj of his Majesty's Commission to

Patrick Earl of Marchmont, Lord High Chancellor of this Kingdom, for Representing

his Majesty's Royal Person in this Assembly.

This day, the General Assembly of the ministers and elders of this National

Church being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by Patrick Earl

of Marchmont, Lord High Chancellor of this kingdom, his Majesty's Commission,

under the Great and Privy Seals thereof, making and constituting him his Majesty's

llio-h Commissioner and Representative in this National Assembly, which Commis-

sion being publicly read with all due honour and respect, the General Assembly

did, and hereby do, appoint the same to be recorded in the registers of this Assem-

bly, therein to remain ad futuram rei memoriam, whereof the tenor follows :

—

" GuLIELMDS," &c.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—His Majesty s gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

The said day, his Majesty's High Commissioner presented his Majesty's most

gracious Letter directed to this General Assembly, which was pubhcly read with

all due honour and respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this

Assembly, the tenor whereof follows :

—

William R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved.

We greet you well. The full satisfaction we have had from the proceedings of

the former Assemblies does very much encourage us to countenance your meeting at

this time, and as we take this occasion to renew to you the assurances we have often

given you of our resolutions to maintain the government of the Church as it is now
established, so we recommend to you calmness and unanimity in your proceedings,

and that you wiU carefully avoid such disputes as may in this juncture be improven

to the disturbance of the peace of Church and State, especially after the late

attempt that has been made towards the subversion of both, of which we know you have

the same sense with our other good subjects, which has sufficiently appeared in the

several addresses presented to us.

We have appointed our right trusty and right entirely beloved cousin and coun-

cillor, Patrick Earl of Marchmont, our Chancellor, to represent our royal person in

this Assembly ; his experience and fidelity, which have appeared in the several eminent

trusts discharged by him, as they have made us choose him, so we doubt not but they

will render him acceptable to you. We have instructed him fully with our mind in

every thing needful, and, therefore, recommending to you to give him entire trust

and credit, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Kensington, the 23d day of February 1701-2, and

of our reign the thirteenth year.

By his Majesty's command,

Hyndford.

Direct.—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland.
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III.

Sess. 3, March 9, 1702.

—

Act anent the Production of Synod Books to the General
Assembly.

The General Assembly appoints that all the Synod books not as yet produced be
brought to the next meeting, and that in time coming all Synod books be punctually
l)rought in, and presented to the General Assembly yearly,'in the beginning thereof^

according to the ancient laudable custom.

IV.

Sess. 5, March 11, 1702.

—

Appointment of the General Assembly anent a Commission,

and drawing Instructions tliereto.

His Majesty's High Commissioner having represented to the General Assembly
the sad and melancholy news he had received from Court this morning, of the indis-

position and dangerous state of health of the King's Majesty, his master, our gracious

Sovereign, was under, and how inconvenient it might prove if any sudden account
of his Majesty's death (which God avert) should happen to come during the sitting

of this Assembly, and that, therefore, it was his Grace's opinion and desu*e (though it

was resolved this Assembly should have had due time to go through their affairs de-
liberately and with leisure) that now they should with all expedition dispatch such
necessary business as was in dependence before them, and likewise fall upon some
Inethod to keep a public and established course of discipline and order in the Church,

1 whatever might fall out. The General Assembly, taking into their serious consider-

I ation what was thus represented by his Majesty's High Commissioner, and being con-
I vinced of the inconveniences that may arise, itj during the sitting of this General
f Assembly, and at this juncture, any such account of the King's death (which the Lord,

j in mercy, prevent) should come to hand, and yet how necessary it is that there be a pub-
i lie and established course of discipline and order kept up in this Church by ajudicatory,

\ consisting of such members as may make up an equal representation thereof, whatever,

f at the pleasure of Almighty God, may fall out ; do, therefore, nominate and appoint
f these following, viz., JNIr Charles Gordon at Askirk, ]\Ir John Stirling, Principal of
the College of Glasgow, Mr Wilham Crichton at Edinburgh, Mr James Brown at

Glasgow, Mr John Anderson, jun. at St Andrews, Mr Thomas Blackwell at Aber-
deen, Mr Alexander King at Elgin, and Mr Thomas Wilkie at Canongate, Ministers

;

the Lord Advocate and Laird of Megginch, Ruling Elders ; to be a committee to retire

instantly for nominating ministers and elders to be members of a Commission of this

Assembly and National Church, and also for drawing up of instructions to the said

Commission, and report to this Assembly so sqon as possible : And it is recommended
to the said committee to nominate, in the firs\j3lace, all those old and expei'ienced

ministers yet alive that were ministers in the year 16G1 ; and, next, all those of most
experience and ability, with a just proportion and representation from the several

Presbyteries of this Church, and bring in the draught of a Commission, and instruc-

tions, accordingly.

V.

Eadem Sessione.—Act and Recommendation anent Ministers' Stipends, Sec.

There being brought in to the General Assembly the following overture from tjie

committee for overtures, the same was voted and approven, and the General Assem-"^"* *i ••

bly did, and hereby do, recommend and appoint according thereto ; the tenor whereof
follows:

—

Overtured that recommendation be made by the General Assembly to the Com-
mission of Parliament for Plantation of Kirks, &c., for giving due dispatch and en-

couragement to aU processes for modification and locality of stipends, that so mini-

2r
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sters may have a suitable maintenance and a competency for communion elements,

and ready access thereto ; and that it be recommended to the several Presbyteries to

send in an account to the Clerk of the General Assembly, or Agent for the Kirk, of

such parishes in their bounds as either want legal stipends, or want decreets for their

stipends and communion elements, and to send therewith an account of the state of

such parishes, and of the church, manse, and glebe thereof; and, likewise, it is over-

tured to the General Assembly, that in all transportations in time coming, previous

inquiry be made if there be a legal stipend, and a decreet therefor, in the parish

craving the transportation.

VI.

Sess. 5, March 11, 1702, post meridiem.— The General Assembly's Answer to

His Majesty's gradous Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your royal letter, expressing your full satisfaction with the proceedings of our for-

mer Assemblies, and the renewed assurances your Majesty is pleased to give us of

your resolution to maintain the government of the Church as now established, arc ac-

cepted by us with all thankfulness, and lay upon us the deepest obligations to use our

best endeavours to perpetuate to this Church so great a blessing.

We have hitherto, through the favour of God, behaved with all possible calmness

and unanimity, and do hope, through the same Divine grace and assistance, and with

that due respect we owe your Majesty, to avoid everything that may be improven to

the least disturbance, or give any advantage to your Majesty's and our adversaries.

The great concern of the Protestant religion, now in such visible hazard from the

attempts of common enemies, doth certainly oblige us not only to be aware of all un-

seasonable diversions, but aJso to give your Majesty, whom God hath so eminently

raised up to be its great protector, as well as our gracious deliverer, all the assurances

of our most hearty and dutiful concurrence and service.

The Lord High Chancellor, whom your JNIajesty hath been pleased to appoint to

represent your royal person in this Assembly, hath not only approven himself to your

Majesty, by his fidelity in discharging these eminent trusts wherewith he hath been

so deservedly honoured ; but was so constant and feithful a partaker in our late suf-

ferings, and hath ever since appeared so true a friend to this Church, that yom* Ma-
jesty's choice is to us most acceptable : and we are hopeful, through the blessing of

God, and the countenance your Majesty is pleased to give us, to dispatch the affairs

of this Assembly to your Majesty's entire satisfaction.

But, while we are dispatching this return, we have the surprising and most afflict-

ing news of your Majesty's dangerous condition, by reason of sickness, which not only

prevents the design we had of an humble address of duty and affection to your Ma-
jesty, for adhering to and maintaining your Majesty and your most rightful govern-

ment over us against all adversaries, but obliges us to betake ourselves wholly to

most earnest supplication to God for your Majesty's preservation ; and that it may
please Him, of his infinite mercy, to this and all the churches of Christ, to restore you

to perfect health, and yet to bless us with your long and prosperous reign, for the

good of all your dominions.

JVIay it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders, met
in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

D. Williamson, Moderator.

VH.
Eadein Sessions.— Cowmission to some Ministers and Elders fur Planting Vacant

Kirks, and other Affuiis remitted to them.

The General Assembly, considering that there are yet some vacant churches on
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the North side of Tay, as likewise several weighty affairs which this Assembly can-
not overtake, doth, therefore, find it needful that there be a commission granted to

some ministers and elders for planting these vacant churches, and doing what other
affairs shall be referred to them ; and fur that end, do hereb}' nominate, commissionate,
and appoint, Mr William Mitchell, minister at Dundee, &c. &c., to be commissioners
of this General Assembly, to the efiFect in Act IV., and before and after mentioned

;

with fiill power to the said persons, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be
any fifteen of the said commissioners, whereof nine are always to be ministers, to meet
and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh the first day after the dissolu-

tion of this Assembly, at ten hours in the forenoon, and afterwards to meet the first

Wednesdays of June, September, December, and March, and oftener when and where
they shall think needful and convenient; with full power to the said Commission to

choose their own moderator. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully empowers
and authorises their said commissioners, or their quorum, to receive, consider, cognosce,
and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in everything contained in and conform
to the instructions given by the General Assembly, held in the year 1701, to their

Commission, which are hereby renewed and holden as expressed ; and this Commission
is appointed to proceed according thereto, as fully and fi-eely as if the said instructions

were in these presents at full length inserted and set down ; and farther, they are by
these presents empowered to cognosce upon, and determine in all references and
appeals made to this Assembly from any inferior judicatory of this Church, and par-

ticularly, in such references as were made to this Assembly by the late Commission of
the General Assembly, 1701, of the affairs that were by them left undiscussed, and
such other particulars as have been tabled before this Assembly, and not as yet de-
termined : and to be careful to send some to supply vacant churches in the North

;

and, generally, with power to the said Commission to advert unto the interest of the

Church on every occasion, and that the Church do not suffer or sustain any prejudice

which belongs to them to prevent, as they will be answerable to the next General
Assembly. And they are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any
other matters than what is herein contained. Declaring also, that in and for all their

actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next ensuing General As-
sembly of this Church. And, lastly, declares, that this Commission shall continue
until the meeting of the next General Assembly.

vm.
The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh

the tenth day of March, in the year 1703.

This Assembly being closed, the members were dismissed with prayer, singing the

46th psalm, from the beginning to the 6th verse, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Dav. DnNDAs, Cls.

ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN ON HER ACCESSION TO THE THRONE
BY THE COMMISSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, EDINBURGH,
MARCH 13, 1702.

May it please your Majesty,

As we were greatly afflicted with the sad account we had of the death of our late

Sovereio'n, King William, of ever blessed and glorious memoiy, by wliom and under

whose happy government, through the favour of God, we enjoyed many signal bless-

ings, so we desire heartily to bless God for his having set your Majesty, a true Pro-

testant Queen, upon the throne to rule over us.

And we humbly tender your Majesty our hearty thanks for the early and full as-

surance which your Majesty is pleased to give in your gracious letter to your Privy
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Council, of your firm resolution during the whole course of your reign, to protect all

your people of this kingdom, not only in their laws and liberties, but also in their reli-

gion, and in the established government of this Church, both which we are persuaded

are founded upon the Word of God, and, therefore, most dear and precious to us.

We farther presume to assure your Majesty, that we do own and acknowledge your

Majesty's title to the crown as most undoubtedly lawful and rightful ; and that in our

places and stations we will assert and maintain the same to the utmost of our power,

against all pretenders whomsoever, and will use our best endeavours with the people

committed to our charge, to keep and preserve them in their duty and loyalty to your

Majesty.

Our constant and fervent prayer to God shall be, that he may preserve and bless

your royal person and government, guide and direct all your counsels, and still more
and more endue your Majesty with all Christian and royal gifts and graces, that so

your reign may be long and every way happy and prosperous over us, and your
people, under you, may enjoy peace and truth, the greatest of blessings, to the glory

of God, and your Majesty's entire satisfaction.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

D. Williamson, Moderator.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MARCH 10, 1703.

Sess. 1, March 10, 1703.— The Recording of the Queen's Commission to James Earl

of Seafield, Lord High Chancellor of this Kingdom, for representing her Majesty in

this Assemhlg.

The General Assembly of the ministers and ruling elders of this National Church,
being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by James Earl of Seafield,

Lord High Chancellor of this kingdom, her ]\Iajesty's commission, under the Great
and Privy Seals thereof, making and constituting him her Majesty's High Commis-
sioner and representative in this National Assembly ; which commission being publicly

read, with all due honour and respect, the General Assembly appointed the same to

be recorded in their registers, ac^/u^Mram rei memoriam, the tenor whereof follows :

—

"Anna," &c.

II.

Eadem Sessione.—Her Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

Her Majesty's High Commissioner presented her Majesty's most gracious Letter

directed to tliis General Assembly, which was publicly read, with all due honour
and respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, the

tenor whereof follows :

—

7
.*

Anne, R.
'

Reverend and well-beloved.

We greet you well. The time appointed by onr proclamation, dated the 5th day

of Februai-y 1703, for the sitting of the General Assembly now approaching, we have

made choice of our right trusty, and right well-beloved cousin and counsellor, James
Earl of Seafield, our High Chancellor, to be our Commissioner to this Assembly, of

whose fidelity, sufficiency, and zeal for our service, we have had good experience on

several occasions, and especially he having been very acceptable to a former Assembly^

I!



1703. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 317

We earnestly recommend to you to be solicitously careful of what may advance the

interest of the Reformed Protestant Religion, and for suppressing the growth of

Popery. We renew the assurance given by us for protection of the Presbyterian

government, as that which we find acceptable to the inclinations of our people, and
established by the laws of the kingdom. We are confident that you will act in this

Assembly so as vve shall have new reasons to be satisfied with you and your conduct

;

and that you will carry so with others of the Reformed Protestant Religion, albeit

differing from you in forms of Church policy, that by your meekness and charity they

may be the more inclined to live peaceably and dutifully under \is, and in brotherly

love and respect towards you and the Established Church ; wherein, if they fail, we
shall recommend to our Privy Council to proceed diligently in censure against such
delinquents ; but we hope better things of them. We likewise recommend to you the

placing of well qualified ministers amongst the remoter Highlanders and Islanders,

we looking upon that as the greatest and best mean of rooting out the Popish errors,

immoralities, and profanity ; and withal, we shall give directions to our Privy Coun-
cil for the exact application of our royal authority and laws to these good ends ; and
so wc bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 5th day of February, and ofour reign

the first year, 1702-3.

By her Majesty's command,

Tarbat.

Directed—To the Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator, Ministers,

and Elders of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

in.

Sess. 4, 3Iarch 13, 1703, a?ite meridiem.— TTie General Assembly's Ansicer to the Queeris

gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

After the afflicting death of our late Sovereign, King William, of ever blessed and
glorious memory, by whom, and under whose happy government, through the favour

of God, we enjoyed many signal blessings never to be forgotten
; your Majesty's happy

succeeding in the throne of this your ancient kingdom, was a most comfortable relief;

and since your accession to the crown of your royal ancestors, the ministers of this

National Church have constantly, both in their public and private addresses to God,
heartily blessed and praised his holy name for setting over us your Majesty, a Pro-

testant Queen, to be a nm'sing-mother to this Church.

And we do offer to your Majesty our humble and hearty thanks, for allowing to us

the countenance and protection of your royal authority in this National Assembly ;

and that your Majesty hath been pleased, in your gracious letter to us, (which was
received and read with all duty, honour, and respect,) to refresh and encourage us,

by renewed assurances of your protection of the Presbyterian Government of this

Church, so happily established, as agreeable to the Word of God, which we are per-

suaded will endear you more and more to the hearts of the generality of them who
fear God, and are truly faithful to your Majesty's intei'est and government in this land.

Your Majesty's entrusting the Earl of Seafield, the Lord High Chancellor of this

your ancient kingdom, to be your INIajesty's Commissioner to represent j'our royal

person in this Assembly, is very acceptable to us, he being of approven ability, fidelity,

and loyalty, and of whose kindness this Church hath had good experience.

We bless God, who puts it in your royal heart, and bless you in the name of the

Lord, that you recommend to us, that which is so much our duty, to be solicitously

careful of what may advance the interest of the Reformed Protestant Religion, and
for suppressing of the growth of Popery, and the placing of well qualified ministers
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amongst the remoter Highlanders and Islanders, which your Majesty is pleased to say,

on good grounds, that you look upon as the greatest and hest mean of rooting out

the Popish errors, immoralities, and profanity. We shall endeavour to apply our-

selves to these things as our great vs'ork, and do humbly supplicate your Majesty, ac-

cording to your gracious promise, that it may be recommended to your Majesty's

Privy Council, and all inferior magistrates, that your good laws may be exactly applied

for these good ends, and vigorously executed, especially against Popery and immo-
rality.

Your Majesty also is pleased to recommend to us to behave with meekness and
charity toward those of the Reformed Religion, albeit differing from us in forms of

Church policy. We own meekness and charity to be the duty of all, especially of

pastors and office-bearers in the church of Christ, and shall, through grace, follow after

these things as we have hitherto done. But we wish that all the differences were

merely about Church polic}', (though even for this we be sorry,) and that there were

no difference about our confession of faith towards God, and our duty towards your

Majesty.

We are encouraged by the law of the land, and do rely on your Majesty's gra-

cious promises, that all practices and endeavours which tend to the subversion or

prejudice of the established government of the Church, shall be discouraged and re-

strained ; and it shall be our endeavour, by the grace of God, so to act in this As-

sembly, that we may approve ourselves to God and to your JNIajesty, and to give such

new proofs of our duty and loyalty, that your Majesty may never have cause to re-

pent of your royal favour showed to this Church.

That God may long preserve your sacred person, direct and prosper your councils,

make you a blessing to your own people, and a defence to all the reformed churches ;

that, while war continueth, God may bless your forces, and those of your allies, both

by sea and land, with success ; that in due time you maj' be a blessed mean to restore

the peace of Europe ; and that religion and righteousness may flourish in your days,

is and shall be the prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Geo. Meldrum, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 1, March 18, 1703, ante meridiem,— Commission to some Ministers and Elders

for Plantinij Vacant Kirks in the North, the Hiyldands and Islands, and other Affairs

remitted to them.

The General Assembly, considering that there are yet some vacant churches on

the North side of Tay, and in the Highlands, as likewise several weighty affairs

which this Assembly cannot overtake, do therefore find it needful that there be a

commission granted to some ministers and elders for planting these vacant churches,

and doing what shall be referred to them, concerning the Highlands and Islands, and

other matters ; and for that end, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint,

Messrs Thomas Thomson at Old Machar, &c., to be commissioners of this General

Assembly, to the effect before and after mentioned ; with full power to the said per-

sons, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any twenty-one of the said

commissioners, whereof fourteen are always to be ministers, to meet and convene

within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first day after the dissolution of this

Assembly, at ten hours in the forenoon ; and afterwards to meet the first Wednesdays

of June, September, December, and March, and oftener, when and where they shall

think needful and convenient, with power to the said Commission to choose their own
Moderator ; and suchlike, the General Assembly fully empowers and authorises their

said Commissioners, or their quorum, to cognosce and finally determine, as they shall
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see cause, in every affair referred, or to be referred to them, and to do every thing

contained in, and conform to the instructions given to them by this General Assembly.

And, finally, with power to the said commission to advert to the interest of the

Church on every occasion, and that the Church do not suffer or sustain any preju-

dice, which belongs to them to prevent, as they will be answerable to the next Gene-

ral Assembly ; and they are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in

any other matters than what are herein committed to them ; declaring also, that in

and for all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next en-

suing General Assembly of this Church. And, lastly, declares that this Commission

shall continue until the next meeting of the General Assembly.

Eadem Sessions.—Instructions hy the General Assembly to their Commission.

That this Commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the Government,
or any magistrate, for their countenancing of and concurring with the judicatories of

the Church, in what the law allows, and for putting in execution the laws against

Popery and profaneness, and seeking redress of grievances, particularly the contempt
of the censures of the Church inflicted upon scandalous persons, and for settling va-

cant congregations, and regulating the poor, by providing maintenance and labour for

them, and to meet when the Parliament sits.

2. That when any of the ministers who served under the late Prelacy, whose lives

and doctrines may render them useful to this Church, do apply for reception into a
share of the government of the Church, the General Assembly do empower and re-

commend to their Commission to receive them, according to the 13th paragraph of
the 16th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1697; and that the said Commission
be careful to get due information from the Presbyteries where the said person apply-

ing does or did officiate, and for the time resides.

3. That this Commission, in disposing of her Majesty's gift to this Church, do par-
ticularly take care that the encouragement granted by the General Assembly, anno
1699, to probationers who are to go North to preach, be rendered effectual ; and
that they cause defray the extraordinary charges and expenses that several ministers

of the North have been at in carrying on the planting of churches, and other public
affairs of the Church there.

4. The said Commission is to cognosce, and finally determine in all references al-

ready made, or to be made, to them by this Assembly, and references and appeals for

transporting ministers to the North and the Highlands and Islands, which shall be
brought before them, according to the overtures made thereanent, anno 1699; and
that transportations to any parish in these places, whether privileged by former Acts
of Assemblies or not, be carried on, and that in the most expeditious wav.

5. This Commission is also to correspond with the State anent fasts and thanks-
givings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.

6. This Commission is to give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery
in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect ; as also, this

Commission is empowered to proceed according to the 7th Act of the General As-
sembly, 1700, made in favour of the Presbyteries of Caithness, Orkney, raid Zet-

land.

7. This Commission is empowered to inquire how ministers transported, or to be
transported by the General Assembly, or their (Commissions, have obeyed, or shall

obey ; and in case of disobedience, that they suspend the disobedient persons for

three months ; and in case they do not obey after these three months are elapsed,

that then they be simpUciter deposed.

8. This Commission is to give all due encouragement and assistance to any pro-

posals which may be made to them anent endeavours for reformation of manners, and
for the effectual curbing of profanity.

9. That the said Commission shall see to the effectuating, whatever shall be by

I
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this Assembl}' committed to them, concerning the Highlands and Islands and vacant

chm-ches in the North ; for erecting schools, and what else may tend to the encourage-

ment of religion and advancing of reformation in these places.

VI.

Eade7H Sessione.—Act anent the hetter Attendance of Members of the Commission.

The General Assembly, considering that the affairs referred by them to their Com-
mission are of great moment and importance to the Church, do therefore require and
ordain the members thereof to give all due attendance thereon, as they vcill be answer-

able and do hereby enjoin the several Presbyteries to send up such of their num-
ber as are members thereof to each quarterly meeting of the same ; and do ordain the

clerks of the Commission to record lists of the absents from each quarterly meeting,

and from the meetings in time of Parliament, (without a reasonable excuse,) or who
shall go away therefrom without leave first obtained, and send an extract of their

names to the respective Synods, who are impartially to inquire into the reasons of

their absence, and to censure them as they shall see cause, and make report thereof

to the next General Assembly. And to this effect, that the clerks of the Commis-
sion do lay before that Assembly the lists of these absents ; and the General Assem-
bly reconmiends it to Presbyteries to supply the charges of the ministers who are

members of this Commission, during their attendance thereon.

VIL

Sess. 8, March 19, 1705, post meridie7n.—Approbation of the Actings and Proceedings

of the Commission of the General Assembly, anno 1701.

The visitors of the commission-book made report, that they had revised the records

of the Commission of the Assembly, anno 1701, wherein they found that the Com-
mission had been at great pains and diligence in the many and weighty affairs re-

ferred to them, and gave in their observations upon the said book ; and the moderator

havino- been a member of that Commission, removed from the chair, and Mr Alex-

ander Hastic, at the desire of the Assembly, did moderate jwo tempore. Then the

General Assembly took under consideration the proceedings of the said Commission

contained in their book, subscribed by Mr Thomas Wilkie, Moderator, and Nicol

Spence, Sub- Clerk; and having heard the visitors' remarks thereon, together with

the moderator of that Commission and members thereof, their answers thereto, it was

put to the vote. Approve the proceedings of the said Commission, or not ; and it carried

in the affirmative : Therefore, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, approve of

the actings and proceedings of the said Commission of the General Assembly, anno

1701, and appoints their clerk to attest the same at the end of the register of the

said Commission.

VIII.

Sess. 9, March '12, 1703, ante meridiem.—Address of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland to the Queen.

May it please your Majesty,

The entire confidence we repose in your Majesty's stedfast zeal for the true Pro-

testant relio-ion, and in the renewed gracious assurances we have from your Majesty

to maintain and protect the Presbyterian government of this Church, as at present

established, with the sense of the duty we owe 1o God, and to his Church in this na-

tion, and to your Majesty, our undoubted and rightful sovereign, do embolden us in

pursuance of those Christian ends recommended to us by your Majesty in the bcgm-

uing of this Assembly, to lay before your Majesty, in all humble duty, those thmgs
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that endanger the safety, and obstruct the success of religion, and trouble the quiet

and peace of this Church and kingdom.

We humbly crave leave to represent to your Majesty, that our reformation from

Popery was by Presbyters, vphereby the Presbyterian government, in an equal parity,

without any superiority among them, was at that time settled. And for this consti-

tution and Church government the constant persuasion, zeal, and concern of tlie

ministry and people of this National Church, is sufficiently known to your Majesty

and to the world, God having always signally blessed the Presbyterian government of

this Church and the disciphne thereof, for the suppressing of profaneness, and curbing

of error in this your ancient kingdom.
Upon these considerations at the late happy Revolution, and for remedying of the

many evils we had suffered, and preventing the like in time coming, the claim of

right did declare against Prelacy, as a great and insupportable grievance and trouble

to this nation, and for Presbyterian parity in this Church ; and by the acts of Par-

liament thereon ensuing Presbyterian government is settled, as agreeable to the Word
of God, and most conducive to the advancement of true piety and godliness, and the

establishing of peace and tranquillity; and, therefore, to be the only government of

Christ's Church within this kingdom.
And of this Government, as well as of the true Protestant religion, we have,

through the infinite mercy of God, under the protection of our late Sovereign Lord
King William, and of your sacred Majesty, enjoyed the peaceable and comfortable

possession, with much concord and tranquillity.

Notwithstanding whereof, it is our extreme sorrow that we find ourselves con-

strained to represent to your Majesty, for your gracious help and relief, 1st, The ex-

traordinary growth of Popery, and bold and insolent trafficking of Popish priests and
Jesuits in several parts of this kingdom : and that not only by secret practices, but

by avowed keeping of mass-meetings and houses, and insulting of some of our mi-

nisters, and daring even to set up schools, to the corrupting and poisoning of youth,

and many other unaccountable attempts, as if in a Popish country, to the great dis-

honour of God, the violation of your Majesty's good laws, the increase of disaffec-

tion to your royal Government, and the grief and disquiet of the hearts of your
faithful subjects.

2f/(y, Though we acknowledge ourselves to be unquestionably bound as Christians,

and more especiall}' as ministers of the Gospel of peace, to maintain charity and for-

bearance toward those who peaceably differ from us, and contain themselves within

the just limits of sobriety and reason, yet we cannot but complain of the disorders

of some of the Episcopal clergy, who, with a few of their abettors that have given as

little evidence of their affection to your Majesty's Government as to the Established

(Jhurch, transgress your laws by preaching, though not qualified to your Majesty's

Government—by despising sentences of deprivation by the Privy Council, and de-

position by Church judicatories—by invading settled churches—by intrucUng into va-

cant churches—and by irregular baptizings and clandestine marriages, and several other

gross abuses; all which tend to the weakening and frustrating the good ends of dis-

cipline, the increase of licentiousness and irrcHgion, and the spreading of error and
doctrine contrary to our Confession of Faith, ratified in Parliament.

And of these things we have, in the sincere discharge of our duty to God and j^our

Majesty, drawn up a particular condescendence to be given in to your Majesty's Privy

Council, whereof we have transmitted just doubles to your secretaries tor your Ma-
jesty's better and more full information.

Sdli/, We must also regret the abounding of immorality and profiineness, notwith-

standing the clear liglit of the Gospel that we enjoy, and the many laudable laws that

have been made to restrain them.
These being the heads of our grievances, wherein your Majesty sees how much the

glory of God, the purity of religion, the obedience to your laws, the honour of your

Government, and the peace and quiet of this Church" and kingdom are concerned,

we do, in all humility, most earnestly entreat that your Majesty will be pleased, in

your royal wisdom and goodness, to appoint that the laws against Papists may be exe,-

V
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cuted with vigour by all the officers of the law, in all parts of the kingdom ; and that
all unwarrantable and illegal attempts of dissenters against the established govern-
ment of this Church, and the peace of the kingdom, be punished and prevented ac-

cording to law ; and that a proclamation in your Majesty's name be issued out for

that effect ; and for the strict execution of the laws against immorality and profane-
ness in persons of all ranks ; and that all magistrates and officers of justice give
due and ready assistance as law ordains, for making the sentences and censures of
the Church and its judicatories effectual.

That God may long preserve your Majesty for the defence of the true Protestant
religion, the comfort of all the churches of Christ, and the welfare and prosperity

of this Church and kingdom, shall be the constant and fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Geo. Meldrbm, Moderator.

IX.

Sess. 9, March 22, 1703 Act approving some Overtures concerning the Planting of
Vacant Churches in the North, the Highlands and Islands, and supplying thereof with

Ministers and Probationers, and promoting Religion and the Knowledge of God in

these places.

1. That the Commission of the General Assembly be empowered to send mini-
sters and probationers to any Presbytery in the North, or Highlands or Islands, and
to take special care to find out and send thither probationers having the Irish lan-

guage, when called for.

2. When any congregation in the Highlands shall call any minister, having the

Irish tongue, settled in the Lowlands, that the commission be empowered to con-

sider the affair, and determine therein as they shall see cause ; and special regard is

to be had to former acts of the General Assemblies thereanent.

3. That, during the vacancy of the kirks of the town of Aberdeen, the Synods of

Lothian and Tweeddale, Glasgow and Ayr, supply the same quarterly, per vices, till

the next Assembly ; and that Mr Henry Shaw, minister of Cockburnspath, formerly

appointed, do go thither against the first day of April next, from the Synod of Lo-
thian, for the first quarter.

4. That the case of Brechin, and speedy planting thereof, be recommended to the

special care of the Commission ; as also, the planting of the vacant kirk of Inver-

keillour and others, within the province of Angus and Mearns.

5. That the Presbytery of Dunkeld be declared to have the same privilege with

the North and Highlands ; and that the punctual supplying of the vacancies therein

be recommended to the Synod of Perth and Stirling. And, particularly, that the

Presbytery of Perth take the burden of supplying of two of these vacancies until

the next Assembly ; and that it be recommended to the Commission to send thither

probationers having Irish, when called for, particularly one to the parish of Weem.
6. That the Commission be appointed and empowered to give all due encourage-

ment to any proposals made, or to be made, anent erecting schools and libraries in

the Highlands, and apply to the Government thereanent, as they shall see cause.

7. That the Commission be empowered, as they shall find convenient, to send some

ministers having Irish, and others, to visit and supply the vacant kirks in the Highlands,

and stay there for some time, especially in the summer season, and to catechise the people,

and be at pains with them, to concur in advancing a reformation ; and, in order

thereunto, to encourage the erecting of schools, and endeavour to prevail with pa-

rents to send their children to be taught to read ; which ministers a«e, from time to
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time, to send an account of their diligence and success, and of the state of tlie coun-
try they are supplying in, to the Commission, especially anent Papists, that applica
tion may be made to the Government thereanent.

8. That the Commission be empowered, when they get notice of students having
Irish, fit to be entered on trials for the ministry, to recommend such students to Pres-

byteries, in order to pass ; and when they pass, to send them to the Highlands, with
the ordinary allowance : And this may prevent their being settled in Lowland con-
gregations.

The General Assembly having heard and considered the overtures above writ-

ten, they did, by their vote, and hereby do, approve thereof, and enact,

ordain, and recommend according thereto in all points.

Eadem Sessione—Act anent Reception of Convertsfrom Popery.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the 18th Act of the General
Assembly, anno 1 700, entitled, " Act anent Regulating the Reception of such as

come oiF from Popery," which appoints, that the reception of any that comes off from
Popery to the communion of this Church should be (he deed of a Church judica-

tory, do now declare, that by judicatories in the said act is not meant any below a
Presbytery.

XI.

Eadem Sessione.—Actfor supplying and preserving the Registers and Papers belonging

to the General Assemblies, Committees, and Commissions thereof.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the great loss the Church
hath sustained by the burning of several of their registers and some papers, in that

dreadful fire which happened in the Lawnmarket of Edinburgh, upon the 28 th da}' of

October 1701, do, for making up that loss, as far as may be, and for the better preserva-

tion of their registers in time coming, enact and appoint that there be two authen-
tic copies thereof, both subscribed by the Moderator and Clerk, one copy whereof to

lie in the Clerk's custody, and the other copy to be sealed, and laid in some secure

place in the New Church of Edinburgh, or where the General Assembly or Commis-
sion shall appoint : As also, that a subscribed extract of the proceedings of each Ge-
neral Assembly be sent, a little after the rising thereof, to the several Synods within

this Church, to be by them recorded in a book ; and all this to be done upon the

public charges of the Church. And recommends to such persons as have any of

the old registers or papers belonging to the General Assembly, Commissions, or Com-
mittees thereof, in their custody, to deliver up the same to the Clerk of the Assem-
bly, to be by him kept for the public use of the Church; and that Ministers and
Presbyteries be at pains in dealing with persons for that effect ; and it is recom-
mended to the Commission to gratify those who shall bring in to their Clerk any of

the papers or registers foresaid, as they shall find such persons deserve.

XII.

Eadem Sessione.—Art anent the Overtures concerning Church Discipline.

The which day, the Committee appointed by this Assembly for considering the

printed overtures concerning the methods and forms of procedure in ecclesiastical judi-

catories, reported that they found that the committees appointed in the years 1698,

1699, 1700, and 1701, having received the remarks of some Presbyteries upon the
said overtures, they compared the same with these overtures, and had made their own
observations, deleting many superfluous overtures, amending others, and sometimes
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adding ; and that the said Committee of this Assembly, having read part of the said

overtures, with the observations and akerations of the said Committees, 1698, 1699,

1700, and 1701, do judge their remarks pertinent and judicious, and were of

opinion that a committee should be chosen out of the bounds of the Synods of

Lothian, Glasgow, and Fife, or any others the General Assembly shall please, yet to

revise the said printed overtures, with the remarks, and cause transcribe and reprint

them, with the alterations and additions, leaving out all superfluous overtures, sen-

tences, and words ; and that they be appointed to revise the two other chapters con-

cerning S^'nods and General Assemblies, their Committees, and Commissions, not j'et

printed, and add the same to the printed overtures, and present the whole to the

Commission of this Assembly, at their quarterly meeting in June next, that they may
cause print and transmit the same to the several Presbyteries within this National

Church, that the said Presbyteries may send in their opinions thereanent to the next

General Asssembly ; which report being heard and considered by the General As-
sembly, they imanimously agreed thereunto, and accordingly nominate the Rev.

Mr George Meldrum, Moderator, INIr William Crichton, Mr George Hamilton, Mr
John Law, Mr David Blair at Edinburgh, Mr George Barclay at Uphall, Mr Robert
Wylie at Hamilton, Mr John Stirling, Principal of the College of Glasgow, Mr
Thomas Linning at Lesmahagow, Mr Archibald Hamilton at Cambuslang, Mr John
Anderson, Principal of the Leonardine College of St Andrews, Mr John Anderson
junior, minister there, Mr James Haddow, Professor of Divinity there, and Mr Hugh
White at Larbert, Ministers ; the Right Honourable Sir Hugh Dalrymple of North-
benvick. Lord President of the Session, Sir James Stewart of Gutters, her Majesty's

Advocate, Sir Colin Campbell, one of the Senators of the College of Justice, and Adam
Cockburn of Ormiston, Ruling Elders ; to be a committee for the effect foresaid ; and
the General Assembly refers to their Commission to name the time and place of the

said committee's first meeting.

xin.

Act Reuniting the Parishes of Dairy and Carsphairn to the Presbytery of
Kirkcudbright.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered a petition from Mr William

Boyd, minister of Dairy, and Mr John Reid, minister of Carsphairn, craving that their

said parishes might be reunited to the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, from which they

were disjoined by the 5th Act, General Assembly, anno 1699, and annexed to the

Presbytery of Wigton ; and having also considered the reasons for the said re-annex-

ation of the said parishes, and answers made thereto for the Presbytery of Wigton,

did, by their vote, and hereby do, again disjoin the said parishes of Dairy and Cars-

phairn from the Presbytery of Wigton, and reunite and again annex the same to the

Presbytery of Kirkcudbright.

XIV.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh,

the 16th day of March 1704.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm, and pro-

nouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DUNDAS, Cls.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MARCH 16, 1704.

Sess. 1, March 16, 1704.— The Becording of the Queen's Commission to William

Lord Ross, for representing her MajestyJn this Assembly,

The General Assembly of the ministers and ruling elders of this National Church,
being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by Wilham Lord Ross,

her Majesty's commission under the Great Seal of this kingdom, making and con-

stituting him her Majesty's High Commissioner and representative in this National
Assembly ; which commission being publicly read, with all due honour and respect,

the General Assembly appointed the same to be recorded in their registers, adfutu-
ram rei mcmoriam, the tenor whereof follows :

—" Anna," &c.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—Her Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

Her iSIajesty's High Commissioner presented the Queen's most gracious Letter
directed to this General Assembly, which was publicly read, with all due honour and
respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, the tenor
•whereof follows :

—

Anne, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. The satisfactory accounts we have had of your good conduct
and management in the last Assembly, give us full confidence of your meeting at this

time in the same good disposition. And we doubt not but you will improve this op-
portunity to do what may be further necessary for promoting the true reformed
Protestant religion ; and we earnestly recommend to you to take effectual methods
for planting of vacant churches with pious and learned ministers, which is so neces-
sary for suppressing of eiTor and immorality ; in the doing whereof, you shall have
from us all due encouragement and assistance. We have thought fit to appoint our
right trusty and entirely -beloved councillor, William Lord Ross, to represent our
royal person in this Assembly, whose abilities and fitness to discharge this trust will,

we doubt not, render him acceptable to you. We have fully instructed him in what
may be further necessary, and therefore you may give him entire trust and credit. So,

recommending to you calmness and unanimity in your proceedings, and the avoiding
unseasonable debates, which you must be sensible will be of bad consequence in this

juncture, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 29th day of February 1704, and of our reign

the 2d year.

By her Majesty's Command,
Crojiarty.

Directed—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the JSIoderator, Ministers,

and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
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III.

Sess. 3, March 18, 1704.— The General Assembli/'s Answer to the Queen's gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We bless God for his goodness in giving to us your Majesty, a Protestant Queen,
to reign over us, and we judge it our duty to offer to your Majesty our humble and
hearty thanks for the good effects of your government, and all the favour showed to

this Church ; and, more particularly, for giving your royal assent in the last Session of

Parliament, to the act for ratifying the Protestant Religion, and Presbyterian Govern-
ment of this Church, and for your late gracious and most seasonable letter to your
Council, for ordering the redress of our grievances, as to Popery and immorality, and
other disorders, and restraining all attempts against the present legal constitution of

this Church ; as, likewise, that we are now again, with your Majesty's countenance

and favour, met in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in a National Assembly, under
your Majesty's shadow and protection.

Your Majesty's entrusting the Lord Ross to be your Commissioner to represent

your royal person in this Assembly, is very acceptable to us, he being of known and
entire fidelity and loyalty to your Majesty, and of whose kindness this Church hath

great confidence.

Your Majesty's gracious letter to us was received and read with all due honour and
respect, and we do acknowledge you recomn)end nothing to us but what is our duty ;

and we bless God, who puts it in your royal heart to excite us to improve this oppor-

tunity to do what is necessary for promoting the true Reformed Protestant Religion
;

and, in order to that, the planting vacant churches with pious and learned men,
graciously promising your Majesty's eocouragement and assistance therein, and we
shall endeavour to apply ourselves thereto, as our great work.

And withal to study, by the grace of God, calmness and unanimity, and to shun,

as hitherto we have done, unseasonable debates, which (as your Majesty is pleased to

express it) would be of bad consequence in this juncture.

Now that God may long preserve your sacred person to reign over your people, as

a blessing to them, and a defence to all the Reformed Churches, and make you in

due time a blessed mean of restoring the peace of Europe ; and that, while war con-

tinueth, God may prosper and bless your forces, and those of your allies, for the above

mentioned ends, both by sea and land, with success; and that religion and righteous-

ness may flourish among your people in your days, is, and shall be, the prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Tho. Wilkie, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 7, March 23, 1704, post meridiem.—Act Joinincj the Presbyteries of Caithness,

Orhiey, and Zetland, in one Synod.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered an overture transmitted to

them from the Committee for Overtures, for reviving the act of the General Assembly,

15th of June 1646, adjoining the Presbyteries of Orkney and Zetland to the Provincial

Synod of Caithness, after reasoning thereabout, and some amendments made there-

upon, they did, by their vote, and hereby do, unanimously approve of the said over-

ture. And, accordingly, for the more orderly managing of affairs in the Presbyteries

of Orkney, Caithness, and Zetland, and restraining and correcting of abuses that

have fallen, or may hereafter fall out in these places, do hereby revive the foresaid Act

of Assembly, dated the 1 5th of June 1 646, entitled, " Act for Joining the Presbyteries
j
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of Orkney and Zetland to the Provincial of Caithness ;" and do appoint their diets of
meeting to be upon the first Tuesday of June yearly, during the continuance of this

act, and their first meeting to be and begin upon the first Tuesday of June next,

1704, in the town of Thurso in Caithness; and do appoint and ordain the Synod of
Aberdeen to send one, and the Synod of Ross and Moray each of them two mini-
sters, and the like number of ruling elders, to correspond with the said Synod, at their

first meeting only : And the Assembly does ordain the said Synod to inquire dili-

gently into the state of affairs in Zetland ; and, in particular, that at the first meeting
they do consider, cognosce, and determine, in the two processes against Mr Hugh
Leigh and Mr John Gumming, referred by the Presbytery of Zetland to this Assem-
bly ; which two processes the General Assembly do hereby remit and refer to the said

Synod : And the General Assembly does hereby declare that this present act shall

obtain and stand in force, ay and until the same be recalled by a subsequent Gene-
ral Assembly, and that notwithstanding of the Act of Assembly, the 9th of August
1648, disjoining the Presbytery of Zetland fi-om the said Synod : And the General
Assembly does also declare, that, notwithstanding of this present annexation, the Pres-
bytery of Dornoch shall still continue to meet and act Presbyterially with the Pres-
bytery of Ross, as formerly : And the Assembly appoints letters to be written to the
Synod intimating the premises to them.

Sess. 8, March 24, 1704, ante meridiem.—Act anent Lecturing and Expounding the
'- Holy Scriptures.

The General Assembly do hereby appoint and ordain the several ministers of this

Church to observe the 9th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1694, " Anent Reading
and Expounding ofthe Scriptures in their Congregations ;" and recommends it to Pres-

byteries, at their privy censures, to inquire how the said Act has been observed by
the several brethren within their bounds : And ordains an account of their diligence

thereanent to be inserted in then- Presbytery books, and likewise recommends to

Synods, at their privy censures, to inquire how Presbyteries have observed the said

recommendation.

VI.

Sess, 10, March 27, 1704, post meridiem.—Act anent Commissioners to the General
Assembly, and their Subscribing the Confession of Faith.

The General Assembly, for the better ordering of elections of their members in

time coming, apj^oints and ordains that all commissions to ministers and ruling elders

from Presbyteries, Universities, and Royal Burghs, to subsequent Assemblies, bear

that they have subscribed the Confession of Faith of this Church, according to the

11th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1700 ; and suchlike, that no minister or elder

be nominated and commissioned to be a member of the General Assembly of this

Church, by any Presbytery, Burgh, or University, but such as usually reside in or

have a relation to the Presbytery, Burgh, or University, they are commissioned from.

vn.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Citations in cases of Transportations of Ministers.

The General Assembly, to prevent rabbling of messengers by the people, and

horrid profanation of the Lord's Day, which frequently falls out in cases of transporta-

tions, when the defending party and parish are to be summoned, appoints and ordains,

that the minister himself being summoned apud acta at the Presbytery, or if absent,

by the Presbytery's letter, to be present at the day appointed for hearing the cause
;

he also be ordered to intimate out of the pulpit to heritors, elders, and others con-
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cemed in the parish, that there is such a call and such a transportation designed ; and

if any of them have a mind to defend their right to their minister, they are to be pre-

sent at the Presbytery on such a day, and ready to make their defences ; for which

cause, the General Assembly ordains the call, with the reasons thereof, to be given or

transmitted to the minister, to be by him communicated to them : And the General

Assembly does appoint this method of citations in cases of transportations to be ob-

served only where the Presbyteries concerned shall see cause to take that course, in

which case, they hereby declare the citation so given to be a valid citation, but that it

shall be optional to the Presbytery to follow tliis course, or do it by their officers as foi'-

merly.

VIII.

Eadein Sessione.—Act artcnt Scandalous Persons turninc/ Popish.

The General Assembly, considering that some persons when challenged for scandal

do turn Popish, or pretend to do so to avoid censure, do, therefore, enact that the

Church proceed to the censure of excommunication against such after all the due

pains taken to reclaim them prove ineffectual ; and appoints this present act to be in-

timated in all the churches within this kingdom.

IX.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Excommunication.

The General Assembly, consideriiig that the sentence of excommunication is much
despised, and that persons do continue to converse unnecessarily and familiarly with

such as lie under that sentence, as if they were not excommunicated, do, therefore,

enact and appoint that the sentence of excommunication being first intimated through-

out all the churches within the Presbytery where the said sentence was pronounced,

if the person continue obstinate, that then the Presbyteries give an account thereof to

the Synod, who are to appoint the like intimation to be made in all the churches with-

in their bounds ; and if, notwithstanding of this and other due means used to reclaim

them, they shall continue obstinate, in that case, the Assembly appoints an account

of their names, and sentence passed against them, to be brought by the said Synod to

the General Assembly, that they may apjjoint intimation thereof to be made through

all the churches of the kingdom : And the Assembly does appoint that at the foresaid

respective intimations ministers do take occasion to hold forth the sad state and con-

dition of excommunicated persons, and that they inform the people how to carry to-

wards them.

X.
•

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Students passing Trials.

The Assembly does appoint that strict notice be taken of such as pass their trials

in order to the ministry, and, for that end, do ratify and revive all former acts of As-

sembly made in relation thereunto, and, in particular, the article allowed by the Gene-

ral Assembly, anno 1596, and approven in the General Assembly at Glasgow, 1638,

article 13, session 7, renewed ultimo Augusti, 1647, session 27, anent the age of such;

as also, the 10th act of the (Tcncrai Assembly, 1694, and the 22d act of the Gene-

ral Assembly, 1696 : And do further ordain, that the catechetical trials be not per-

functoriously gone about, and that Presbyteries do appoint some of their number to

examine them, in their own presence, upon the several heads of divinity and govern-

ment of the Church, and to know what reason they can give of their faith and senti-

ments in these matters, and if tliey can answer some principal objections, and that

previously to all other parts of their trials ; and that this be not done hastily, but that

a particular competent time be allowed for that purpose ; and that there be a trial

also given to probationers of their gifts as to lecturing, and the General Assembly
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does hereby require and enjoin that the several Synods at their privy censures make
strict inquiry how the Presbyteries within their bounds have obsei-ved this and other

acts of Assemblies made to this purpose.

XI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act against Profajieness, with a Recommendation to the Commission

thereanent.

The General Assembly, for the more etfectnal restraining of profaneness and im-

morality, and obtaining the exact execution of the laws against them, do hereby rt'-

commend to the Commission to be nominated by them, that they appoint some of

their number with the clerk, to draw up an abstract of all the Acts of Assemblies to

that purpose, both before and since the late Revolution, which being revised and ap-

proven by the Commission at their quarterly meeting in June, may by them be

ordered to be printed, together with the abstract of the acts of Parliament against

profaneness, in a small volume ; and each Presbytery is hereby enjoined, twice a year

at least, at diets appointed in hunc effectum, to read these, and to inquire at each mi-

nister what is done b}' him for the execution thereof; and every Synod is hereby or-

dained to take a strict account of the diligence and faithfulness of Presbyteries therein :

And the General Assembly hereby likewise reconmiends to all Presbyteries to think

seriously \vhat may be further needful for restraining of wickedness, and advancing

of piety and the kingdom of Christ in the nation, and send in their overtures concern-

ing the same to the next General Assembly, who may take these into their serious

consideration, and make this their chief and first work.

XU.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Preaching or Disseminating Erroneous Doctrine.

The General Assembly, for vindicating the truths of God professed in this Church,

and for suppressing of errors, do hereby discharge all persons to preach or disseminate

any eiToneous doctrine opposite to any head or article of the Confession of Faith ot

this Church ; and, particularly, discharges the venting any Arminian or Socinian er-

rors; and do ordain the respective judicatories of this Church to advert to any who
shall teach or vent such errors, and proceed to censure them therefor, as shall be

found just and requisite for suppressing the same : And more especially, the General

Assembly does hereby recommend to the Synod of Fife to take heed to Mr James

Grahame at Dunfermline, that he contravene not this act.

XII I.

Eadem Sessione.—Artfor bestowing Bursaries upon Students having Irish.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that now, through the mercy

and goodness of God, most of the Lowland Presbyteries be-South Tay are competently

planted, and that the promoting of knowledge, rehgion, and civility, in the Highlands

is the common concern of this National Church, do therefore enact and appoint, that

the one half of all the bursaries of the Presbyteries be-South Tay, including that part

of the Synod of Perth that lies be-North Tay, be paid in to collectors to be ap-

pointed by the respective Presbyteries of Glasgow, Edinburgh, and St Andrews,

which Presbyteries are to be accountable to their respeclive Synods concerned for

what money they receive, the one half thereof to be applied for the education of such

youths as have the Irish language, in philosophy and divinity, at the Colleges of Edin-

burgh, Glasgow, and St Andrews, and the other half to be disposed of to Eowland

bursars, or such other pious uses as the respective Synods shall think fit; and for this

end, the Synods of Glasgow, Galloway, and Dumfries, are to pay their bursaries to a

collector to be appointed by the Presbytery of Glasgow, and under their inspecti(m

accountable to their Synods ; in like manner, the Synods of Merse and Lothian to

the Presbytery of Edinburgh; the Synods of Fife, Perth, and Stirling, to the Presbj"

3 T
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tevy of St Andrews ; and this to begin at October next, and to continue for four years,

or longer, as the General Assembly shall see cause. That to the Synod of Argyle

(who have a gift of vacancies for training youth) a certain small number of the bur-

saries payable to the collector to be appointed by the Presbytery of Glasgow be al-

lotted, and all the rest for the other Highlands, and none are to have the benefit of

any of the said bursaries, but such as bring a testimonial or recommendation from the

Synods respectively to which they belong, bearing their having been examined by

that Synod, and the Synod's good hopes of them as sober youths, piously inclined,

and well affected to the government of the Church and State, and that they have the

Irish language, and being good proficients in the Latin, and such as they judge may
in due time prove able ministers of the Gospel or schoolmasters ; and that they have

obliged themselves to employ their talents in these services in the Highlands, either

within the bounds of the Synods recommending them, or some others by their allow-

ance, and that these testimonials be recorded with their names, and reported to each

General Assembly : And further, the General Assembly does hereby renew the 8th

Act of the General Assembly, anno 1701, entitled, " Recommendation to the Synods

anent ]\Iaintaining of Bursars having the Irish Language ;" and appoints the said act

to be observed until the General Assembly see cause to recal the same.

XIV.

Eadem Sesslone.—Act anent Erecting Schools in the Hif/hlands.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that the planting and propa-

gating of religion in the Highlands is a work of charity to perishing souls there, and

of great importance to this Church and nation, to which every one in their station,

especially ministers of the Gospel, ought, with much cheerfulness and forward zeal, to

afford their best endeavours and assistance ; and being informed of the good inclina-

tions of many, and their willingness to contribute for so good a work, and that the

Synod of Glasgow and Ayr have made a laudable progress therein, this Assembly, for

their parts, (until further advances be made in that noble and Christian design,)

declare themselves willing to concur, as the matter and its success shall open unto

them, and do, in pursuance of what is recommended to them by her Majesty's gra-

cious letter, agree that there be a voluntary contribution made, by way of subscrip-

tion, in each Presbytery within this kingdom, and that in like manner they gather

up by subscriptions, or otherwise, from noblemen, gentlemen, and other charitably

disposed persons, within their respective parishes, and in those that are vacant, by the

Presbytery's direction and order, what they can get for erecting schools and educat-

ing youths in the Highlands and Islands, where the same is not provided for already ;

and that what is collected in the Synods of Glasgow and Ayr, Dumfries and Gallo-

way, be sent in to the Presbytery of Glasgow ;—that the Synods of Lothian and
Tweeddale, Merse and Teviotdale, send in their collections to the Presbytery of

Edinburgh ;—that the Synods of Fife, Perth, and Stirling, send in their collections

to the Presbytery of St Andrews ;—the Synods of Angus and Mearns, and Aber-

deen, to the Presbytery of Aberdeen ;—and the said Presbyteries of Glasgow, Edin-

burgh, St Andrews, and Aberdeen, are to take care to secure what of the contributions

comes to their hands, and to be accountable to their respective Synods ; and the man-
agement and disposal of what is so collected is hereby recommended to the Com-
mission of the General Assembly ; for which end. Synods or Presbyteries who re-

ceive what is collected are appointed to send an account thereof quarterly to the

foresaid Commission. But the other Presbyteries concerned in the Highlands and

Islands are to have the management of the collections made within their own bounds,

as they shall find most effectual for attaining the said design, and to be accountable

to their own Synods ; which way of management is to continue till the next As-

sembly ; and Synods are desired to send in their opinions concerning the promoting

and further carrying on of the said design to the next Assembly : And the Assembly
further recommends it to their said Commission, as they shall find needful and con-

venient, to apply to the Parliament, Lords of her Majesty's Privy Council, and those

in the Government, for their concurrence and assistance in this matter, anij for inter-
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poning their authority for getting the said schools erected, and obliging parents to

put their children thereto, and for making the said design effectual : And, lastly, it is

recommended to the Presbyteries and Synods concerned in the Highlands, to send

in to the Commission an account of what parishes have or want schools, and the

reasons of their wanting thereof, and what places do most need, and are most conve-

nient for erecting schools in; as also to send in an account of such students as are

hopeful, whom they would have supplied, and this without prejudice of schools in every

parish, appointed by act of Parliament, and of the royal gifts in favour of the High-
lauds : And the General Assembly recommends to the Commission to cause reprint

and disperse the reasons and motives for carrying on the said design.

XV.

Sess. 11, March 28, 17Qi, post meridiein.—Act approving the Actings and Proceed-

ings of the Commission of the General Assembly, aimo 1703.

The General Assembly, having this day had reproduced in their presence the re-

gisters of the actings and proceedings of the Commission appointed by the last Assem-
bly ; and having heard a report of the committee of their own number, who were not

members of the said Commission, appointed to revise, examine, and consider, the said

register, with their observations thereupon, and the answers made thereto by the

moderator and other members of the said Commission, the members of the said

Commission were removed, and Mr John Bannatyne was chosen moderator pro tem-

pore, the Moderator of this Assembly having been a member of the said Commission ;

and the General Assembly having maturely considered the said report and answers,

do find that the whole actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of the said Commission,
contained in two registers thereof, subscribed by Sir George Meldrum, JModerator,

and Mr John Dundas, Clerk, do evidence much wisdom, prudence, zeal, and diligence,

and that the said Commission have proceeded orderly and formally in every thing,

according to their commission and instructions ; and, therefore, this Assembly, by an
unanimous vote, did, and hereby do, ratify and approve the whole actings, proceed-

ings, and conclusions, of the said Commission, contained in the said two registers of

the same, beginning the 24th day of March 1703, and ending the 2d daj' of March
current, inclusive ; and the members of the Commission being called in, the same was
intimated to them, and the Moderator gave them the thanks of this Assembly for their

good service done to this Church; and then the Moderator and Clerk to this Assembly
took then" places.

XVI.

Sess. 12, March 29, 1704, ante meridiem.—Act and Recommendation anent Regulation

j^... ;>. of the Commission of the General Assembly.

Seeing, by the instructions brought in from Presbyteries to this and preceding
Assemblies, it appears to be the desire of several Presbyteries that there be some just

and equal representation of the several Synods and Presbyteries upon the Commis-
sion ; therefore, the Assembly, not having time now to adjust that matter, appoints

the several Presbyteries to consider seriously upon it, and to send in their advice

thereanent to the next ensuing General Assembly
;
particularly as to what number

of persons out of each Synod or Presbytery are fit to be upon the Commission ; how
the persons shall be nominated and chosen at the Assembly, and how they may be
obliged to attend duly upon the diets of the Commission when it meets ; and to con-

sider of the best methods for supplying their charges with preaching, and defraying

their expenses, or concerning any other thing needful to the said regulation ; and, in

the meantime, that the C^ommission to be appointed by this Assembly may the more
regularly proceed, and effectually execute their commission and instructions, the As-
sembly recommends it to the several Presbyteries to be careful to send in at least

one of their number to attend the diets of the said Commission, and to supply the

charges of such with preaching, and to furnish their necessary charges and expenses

when attending, as said is : And that the Assembly may be in the better case to re-
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gulate this and other things of importance, the General Asseml)ly docs recommend it

to Presbyteries to choose the wisest and most grave and experienced of their number

to represent them in the next Assembly.

xvn.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Libraries in the Hir/hlands.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there is a project set on

foot by some piously inclined persons in this and the neighbouring nation of England,

for erecting libraries in the Highlands of this kingdom, and that good advances have

been made therein, do declare their approbation of that design, and appoints a letter

of thanks to be written to the Society in England for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, and to others who have given their concurrence and assistance in this matter;

and the General Assembly empowers the Commission to apply to the Lords of her

Majesty's Privy Council or Treasury for their assistance, in order to the bringing

down of the said books from England, and transmitting the same to the places under

written, at which they are to be fixed in this kingdom. And the said Commission

is hereby empowered to give their best advice and assistance for making this project

effectual. And, lastly, they are to use their endeavours for getting a new impression

of the Bible in Irish ; and the General Assembly renews the recommendation of the

Assembly, anno 1699, to the Synod of Argyle, for translating the Confession of Faith,

and Larger Catechism, in the Irish language, with a vocabulary of the most necessary

and useful terms in divinity; and likewise renews the 22d Act of the General As-

sembly, anno 1694, concerning the use of the Irish Psalms and Shorter Catechism,

And the General Assembly docs agree that one of the said libraries be fixed at Dum-
barton, two in the Presbytery of Dunblane, three in the province of Ross, one in the

Presbytery of Sutherland, two in the Presbytery of Caithness, one in Orkney, one in

Zetland, four in the province of Moray, four in the Presbytery of Dunkeld, and
twelve in the Synod of Argyle, including the Western Isles, in such places as the

respective Synods and Presbyteries of these bounds shall agree upon.

XVIII.

Sess. 13, March 30, 1704, ante meridiem.—Act against Schism and Disorders, and
anent Mr John M'Millan and Mr John Hepburn.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that, notwithstanding this

Church doth adhere to her former doctrine, worship, discipline, and government,

yet some, under a pretext of zeal, do separate and withdraw from communion
with her ; do, therefore, enjoin all Presbyteries and Synods to censure such persons

who do, within their bounds, carry on divisive courses, and that they vigorously

use all suitable means for reclaiming misled people, and for the preventing the

growth of schism ; and that the Commission of the General Assembly shall give

their assistance in this good work to the several judicatories, as need shall re-

quire : And the General Assembly, having also considered a petition and reference

of the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, concerning Mr John M'Millan, who exercises

the ministry in Balmaghie, and other places, after his being deposed, and the report

of a committee appointed by them to consider that affair, bearing that they, having

heard the whole process of the Presbytery against him, and deliberated thereon,

gave it as their opinion, that he (being cited to this Assembly, by the said Pres-

bytery of Kirkcudbright, apnd acta, for contumacy, in contravening their sentence

of deposition) be called, and if he appear not, that the Assembly refer this affair

to their Commission, who shall cause cite Mr John M'Millan to compear before them,
and do therein as they shall see cause. And Mr John Hepburn being delated by
the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright for preaching in the kirk of Balmaghie, in their

bounds, without being desiied by them ; yea, even when another was appointed by
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tlicm to preach there, and for employing the deposed Mr John M'Millan to preach
for him at Orr; and several other Presbyteries bringing in complaints against the

said Mr John Hepburn of his disobedience to the act of the General Assembly,
iiiuio 1699, reponing him to the exercise of his ministry, in his not corresponding
with nor being a constituent member of the Presbyteries of Dumfries or Kirkcud-
bright, as the said act requires ; and by preacbinn; in several Presbyteries, both in

vacant and jilanted parishes, \vithout the respective Presbytery's allowance; and bap-
tizing children coming from several parishes, without testimonials from the ministers

of these parishes, or their sessions : Therefore, the General Assembly refers also the

affair of the said Mr John Hepburn to their Commission, and empowers and en-

joins them to cite him before them, and take trial of the disorders he is charged
with, and proceed against him with the censures of the Church, as they shall see

cause; and, if need be, that they send a committee into the bounds of Dumfries
and Galloway for both these affairs, and visiting these bounds, which Conunittee
shall concur with the respective judicatories there, in cognoscing of any schism or

immoralities that may have fallen out, and of error and insufhcieney in any that

may be delated on that account ; which overture and act being read and considered,

the Assembly did, by their vote, approve thereof; and Mr John M'Millan being ac-

cordingly three several times pubhcly called at the door, and not compearing, there-

fore the General Assembly referred and appointed, according to the said act in all

points.

XIX.

Eadem Sessione.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders for Planting Vacant Kirks
in the North, the Highlands and Islands, and other Affairs remitted to them.

The General Assembly, considering that there are yet some vacant churches on
the North side of Tay, and in the Highlands, as likewise several weighty affairs

which this Assembly cannot overtake, do, thcrc+'ore, find it needful that there be a
Commission granted to some jNIinisters and Ruling Elders for jilanting these vacant
churches, and doing what shall be referred to them, concerning the Highlands and
Islands, and other matters ; and, for that end, do hereb3' nominate, commission, and
appoint, Mr Hugh Anderson at Cromarty, &c., &c., to be Conmiissioners of this Ge-
neral Assembly, to the effect before and after mentioned, with full power to the

said persons, &c., &c. [The powers granted to the Commissioia are the same as in

the preceding year.]

XX.

Eadem Sessione.—Instructions to the Commission.

1. That this Commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the Govern-
ment, or any magistrate, for their countenancing of and concurring with the judi-

catories of the Church, in what the law allows, and for putting in execution the
laws against Popery and profaneness, and seeking redress of grievances, particularly

the abuses or disorders committed contrary to the established Presbyterian govern-
ment of this Church, the contempt of the censures of the judicatories thereof^ in-

flicted on scandalous persons, and for settling vacant congregations, regulating the

poor, by providing maintenance and labour for them, and to meet when the Parlia-

ment sits.

2. [Same as in 1703.]
3. That this Commission use their utmost diligence for getting payment of the

money gifted by the Queen's Majesty for defraying the public charges of the Church

;

and, in disposing thereof, they are particularly to take care that the public debts of
the Church be first paid ; the encouragement granted by the General Assembly,
anno 1699, to probationers who go North, or to the Highlands to preach, be rendered
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effectual ; and that they cause defray the extraordinary charges and expenses that

ministers of the North have been at, in carrying on the phuiting of churches, and
other public affairs of the Church there.

4. [Same as in 1703/

5. [Same as in 1703.]

6. That this Commission give advice and assistance to any Synod or Presbytery

in difficult cases, as they shall be apphed unto by them for that effect : As also, this

Commission is empowered to proceed according to the 7th Act of the General As-

sembly, 1700, made in favour of the Presbyteries of Caithness, Orkney, and Zetland ;

their Synod being to meet only once in the year, and so cannot give them all the as-

sistance that is necessary.

7. [Same as in 1703.]

8. [Same as in 1703.]

9. [Same as in 1703.]

10. That the Commission apply to the Parliament for getting a Commission for

plantation of kirks and valuation of teinds, and another Commission for visitation of

schools and colleges, and to use their utmost endeavours to make the design thereof

effectual, particularly for preventing or redressing any corruption that may be found

in doctrine or manners, and whatever may have a tendency thereto.

1 1 . That the Commission have a special respect to the 9th Act of the General

Assembly, 1703, entitled, " Act approving some Overtures concerning the Planting

Vacant Churches in the North, and Highlands and Islands, and supplying thereof

with Ministers and Probationers, and promoting Religion and the Knowledge of

God in these Places." And the Commission are hereby empowered to proceed ac-

cording to these overtures, in so far as they shall find needful.

XXI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act against Popery, andfor sending in the Names of all Papists to

the Clerks of the Privy Council.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the growth of Popery, and
that it is incumbent on them to do all they can for suppressing thereof, do appoint

Presbyteries to send in lists to the clerks of her Majesty's Privy Council, conform to

the Acts of Parliament and proclamations of Council thereanent, of all Papists within

their bounds ; and that these lists be particular as to the names and designations of

the persons who entertain them, and contain the places where they are entertained,

and where they preach, and hear and say mass, and that they be particular as to the

evidences, by giving the names and designations of the witnesses ; and, in respect

that ministers, when they come to deal with Papists, in order to bring them off from

their errors, are by them and their friends abused and maltreated, and violence of-

fered to their persons, the General Assembly do hereby appoint their Commission
to apply to the Government to provide for the security of ministers who undertake

this work, that they may be protected from violence and injuries.

XXII.

Eadem Sessione.—Recommendation against Protestants Marrying with Papists.

The General Assembly recommends to ministers to be at pains to dehort their

people from marrying with Papists, and hold forth the dangerous effects thereof; and
the General Assembly do hereby instruct their Commission to apply to the Parlia-

ment for an act discharging such unequal marriages, and recommends to the se-

veral Presbyteries to think upon some overtures that may tend to prevent such
marriages.
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XXIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act appointmrf Presbyteries to send in their Opinions concerning

some Overtures transmitted in the year 1698.

The General Assembly do hereby appoint the several Presbyteries to send in to

the next Assembly their opinions in wi-iting, according to the 16th Act of the General
Assembly, anno 1700, anent the printed overtures, concerning the method and
form of the procedure of the judicatories of the Church against scandalous persons,

formerly transmitted by the Commission of the General Assembly, 1698, and sub-

joined to the Acts of the Assembly that year.

XXIV.

Sess. 14, Eodem die, post meridiem.—Act in favour of the Kirk of Campvere.

The General Assembly, having heard a representation made to them by Sir Andrew
Kennedy of Clowburn, Conservator of the Scots Privileges in the INetherlands, and
ruling elder, commissioned from the Consistory of the Scots Kirk of Campvere, in

Zealand, bearing that there were several propositions concerning the said Kirk, given
in to and approven by the General Assembly, anno 1642, which are yet standing re-

corded iu the Consistory books there, and in respect the registers of the General As-
sembly were destroyed by fire, therefore, craving to the effect after mentioned ; the

General Assembly having considered this request, and finding the said propositions

just and reasonable, do hereby, of new, enact and authorise the propositions after

mentioned, and appoints them to be contained and inserted in the registers of this

Assembly, the tenor whereof follows :
—" St Andrews, Auyust G, 1642, Sess. 13.—Pro-

positions concerning the Kirk of Campvere, given in to the Assembly from the Com-
mittee of Overtures. Since it has pleased the Assembly tojoin the Scots Kirk at Camp-
vere with this Kirk, it were not amiss that the moderator should call for the minister

of it, Mr "William Spang, to direct him, in the name of the Assembly, to observe hence-
forth that order in the outward worship of God, and exercise of discipline, as is here
received by law and practice. 2do, That since the Assembly condescendeth that

commissioners from that Kirk of Campvere shall come but now and then, as com-
modiously they may, that they are not hereby to plead a continual exemption, but
must resolve to come to the Assembly every third year at least, with a ruling elder.

?>tio. That whatsoever difficulty shall occur in the exercise of disciphne, which the

session there shall find too difficult for them, that they acquaint the Presbytery of
Edinburgh, or commissioners from the General Assembly, with the same, to receive

counsel and advice from them. Ato, That an act may be made for the payment of

the expenses of the minister's coming hither at the As.sembly's command, lest the

losses sustained will make him and the ruling elder afterwards more unwilling to come
so long a journey. These propositions were read and approven by the Assembly,
and Mr William Spang, minister at the said kirk, and commissioner to this Assem-
bly, promised to endeavour, by the Lord's assistance, to obey the directions there

mentioned. Extracted forth of the books of the General Assembly, by me, Sir

Archibald Johnston, clerk thereto. {Sic subscrihitur) A. Johnston, Cls. EccV
Follows the attestation of the Consistory of Campvere. " That this is the true and full

extract of the above written acts, as contained in this our said register, is, after read-

ing and comparing of the same by the Consistory of this staple Church, attested in

their name, at their appointment, and in their presence, at Campvere, 5th March
1704, by John Chalmers, minister and session-clerk." And, 2do, The said Sir Andrew
Kennedy, conform to a particular instruction given to him by the said Consistory,

farther craved, that the said General Assembly would be pleased to empower and
authorise all Commissions of this, or the subsequent Assemblies of this Church, to act,

cognosce, advise, and determine, in all affairs belonging to the said Kirk and Con-
sistory of Campvere, that shall be proposed to, or pursued before them, as their im-
mediate superior judicatory. The General Assembly having considered the pre-
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mises, do hereby empower and authorise the foresaid Commissions in manner as

above craved, and appoint their clerk to record the same in their books; and, farther,

the said Sir Andrew Kennedy craved, conform to his instructions thereanent, that

the expense of their commissioners to the Assembhes may be paid them by the

pubhc. The Assembly, having considered this desire, do recommend it to the said

Consistory of Campvere to pay the charges of their own commissioners out of their

own stock, until this Church be in a better capacity to assist them.

XXV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent prepaiing a Form of Proceas, and the Overtures concern-

ing Church Discipline.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that all the former endeavours

about the bringing the printed Overtures of Discipline to a period, have not had the

desired effect; do, therefore, nominate the Rev. Mr Thomas Wilkio, their Mode-
rator, Messrs William Crighton, John Law, George Meldrum, George Hamilton,

David Blair, William Carstairs, and Charles Gordon, Ministers ; the Lord President

of the Session, the Lord Advocate, Lord Halcraig, and Lord Tillycoultry, Hiding

Elders ; as a committee, to meet and continue together until they have concerted and

agreed upon a form of process for regulating the procedure of Church judicatories for

the future, and recommends to them to have the same in readiness against the next

Assembly ; and, for that end, to prepare it against the quarterly meeting of the Com-
mission in June next ; that it being revised by them, may be transmitted to the seve-

ral Presbyteries for their opinions thei'eanent, to be reported to the next Assembly

;

and the said Commission are appointed to name the diets and place of the said com-

mittee's meeting : And, farther, the Assembly considering that albeit the printed Over-

tures for Discipline be not so succinct as need were, yet that the same, as now amended,

may be very useful, do, therefore, recommend to the Commission to cause again revise

the said whole overtures, with the amendments, and cause reprint and transmit the

same to the several Presbyteries, that their opinion thereanent may be reported to

the next Assembly, who are to order what is to be done therewith as they shall think

meet.

XXVL

Sess. 15 et ultima, March 31, 1704, ante meridiem.—Act anent a. Fast^

The General Assembly, considering the present unseasonableness of the weather iit

seed-time, with many other weighty grounds and causes of fasting and humiliation

before God, do judge it fit that a day be set apart for that solemn duty ; but consider-

ing that much of the seed-time might be over before a fast could be obtained in one
day, through the whole nation, and that the case of the country is different in the

several bounds of Synods and Presbyteries ; therefore, they most seriously and ear-

nestly recommend it to the several Synods and Presbyteries within this National

Church, to appoint and set apart a day for prayer and fiisting within their respective

bounds, and to condescend upon the causes thereof, suitable to the present circum-

stances of affairs, both at home and abroad, and the special circumstances of their

several bounds, and that this be done as soon as can be : And the General Assembly
recommends to ministers, to be most serious in holding forth to their people the

grievous sins of this land, and the tokens of God's displeasure because of them, ex-

pressed many ways, and particularly by the unseasonableness of the weather in seed-

time, and exhorting them to fervent prayer, and serious repentance and reformation

;

and, that the said humiliation and fast may be more speedily and seasonably gone
about, the General Assembly appoints the several ministers, members of this Assem-
bly, to acquaint their Presbyteries of this appointment, that ministers and people may
have time to prepare themselves suitably for such a solemn work, and orders these
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presents to be printed, that copies thereof may be in readiness for the commissioners
from the several Presbyteries to take along with them.

XXVII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent the Registers of the CImrch.

The General Assembly, considering the prejudice the Church sustains throuo-h the
loss of the registers thereof, and being informed that some of them, and other papers
that may be useful for the Church, are in the hands of several persons both in this

and our neighbour nation in England, do renew the recommendation contained in
the 11th act of the General Assembly, anno 1703, and empowers their Commission
to do according thereto.

XXVIII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act recommending Presbyteries to consider Proposals anent
Schools, §'c.

(See the 5th Act of Assembly, 1705.)

XXIX.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh
the last Thursday of March, 1705 years.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 48th Psalm, from verse 7th
to the close, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by

.lo. DUNDAS, Cls.

OVERTURES CONCERNING THE DISCIPLINE AND METHOD OF PRO-
CEEDING IN THE ECCLESIASTICAL JUDICATORIES OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND: TRANSMITTED TO THE SEVERAL PRESBYTERIES
TO BE FARTHER CONSIDERED, AND THEY TO SEND IN THEIR OPI-

NIONS THEREANENT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, OR COMMIS-
SION THEREOF.

ADVERTISEMENT TO THE EDITION OF 1705.

The first three chapters of these Overtures beiug drawn up by a private hand, and printed

in the year 1696, the General Assembly held the year following appointed what was
then printed thereof to be sent to the several Presbyteries, ordaining them to send their

animadversions and observations tliereupon to the Commission of that Assembly ; and
some Presbyteries having accordingly sent in their observations, several General Assem-
blies nominated committees for considering the said overtures, and animadversions made
thereupon, and to compare them with the Word of God, Books of Discipline, and Acts of the

General Assemblies of this Church, and to consider what was wanting in, or to be added
to tlie said overtures ; which committees having had many meetings thereupon, and made
some progress in their work, the same is now printed, and ordered to be transmitted to the

several Presbyteries, according to the act of the General Assembly, anno 1704. But the

reader would remember that these overtures were never read in the General Assembly, nor

any of the Commissions thereof, only revised by committees, so that the same is not to be

looked upon as the deed of the Church of Scotland, nor any judicatory therein
; and yet it

may be very useful for advice and direction, though not as a binding rule, and no doubt it

2 u
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will have weight with many, as having come through the hands of so many learned, judi-

cious, grave, and pious ministers, who have been at great pains in that matter ; but as to

the two last chapters, concerning Synods and General Assemblies, &c., they were never be-

fore in print nor transmitted, and so the opinions of Presbyteries were not given thereupon ;

and besides were not so narrowly examined by the Committees as the other chapters were,

so that it can only be looked upon as coming from a private hand.

Seeing there are several things wanting in the overtures now printed, to make the same

a complete Book of Discipline, Presbyteries are entreated to continue in adding and

amending, and to send their thoughts thereanent in writing to the Clerk of the General

Assembly, in order to the perfecting of this work.

CHAPTER I.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS.

Sect. 1.—Of the right Manner of Covstituting of Church Judicatories.

1. The membersconstituent of Church judicatories are ministers and elders, called

rulino- elders, and in parochial sessions deacons are admitted, with respect to their

special care and oversight of the poor of the parish.

2 Each meeting of a judicatory is to be begun with solemn prayer, calling upon

God in Jesus Christ, in whose name they are to act; and this is to be done by the

last Moderator, and in his absence by the preceding ; or if none such be present,

it is to be done by the eldest minister present for the time, who shall thereafter ask

the votes, who shall moderate.

3. These ministers and elders met in order to the constituting themselves a judi-

catory are to elect a Moderator and a Clerk, and to have attending them a beadle or

officer, one or more.

4. The time and place of meeting in ordinary of Church judicatories are to be

such as were appointed by the former meeting, except pro re nata the Moderator do

call the same, in doing whereof, he should take all the advice of his brethren,

(which the circumstances can allow,) and for the reasonableness and necessity of his

so doing he is to be answerable.

5. After prayer, the Clerk is to call the rolls, and mark the sederunt.

Sect. 2 Of the Moderator of a Church Judicatory.

1. Every ecclesiastical judicatory is, for order, to elect from among themselves one

to be their Moderator or preses, except in kirk-sessions, where there is but one mi-

nister, who moderates ex officio.

2. Seeing he is called frequently to exercise the power of order, as solemn public

ecclesiastical prayer, authoritative exhortation, rebuke, direction, &c. The Moderator

is always to be a minister.

3. In respect of the prejudice that hath arisen, and may arise to the Church, by

the constancy or long continuance of this work in one man's hands ; therefore, there

ouo'ht to be frequent changes and elections of fit persons to be Moderators.

4. The Moderator when chosen is to look on himself as the mouth of the meeting,

and, therefore, is to act, do, and speak accordingly ; otherwise he is censurable by

them.

3. The Moderator is to take care that decency and order be exactly observed, as

that the members keep in their seats, that but one speak at once, that the younger

give way to the elder to speak first, that none speak but to the Moderator, nor with-

out his leave, that none interrupt another in speaking, that there be no private con-

ferences among the members, but that all be attentive, serious, and grave, minding

that the things of Christ and his Church are in hand, and that they act in his name ;

and no modesty of the Moderator, nor partial respect, nor fear of displeasing, is to

hinder him from noticing and rebuking any fliilurc herein.

G. He is to acquaint the judicatory of all the aftairs that he before them, and may.
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for dispatch, lay before them the method to expcde them most conveniently ; in order

to which, the clerk is to give him a Hst, or note of business from the minutes, and in

all or any other thing he speaks to the judicatorj', it is always to be with submission to

them, and if they think fit.

7. It is his part, before any thing go to the vote, to ask the judgment of a compe-
tent number of members, in order to bring the matter to a clear state ; and before the

vote be stated, to ask if any other member hath any new thing to offer in the affair,

to the end that all debate, after the vote is begun, (which is nowise to be admitted

of,) may be prevented.

8. If the affair or question in hand be of that weight and difficulty that the mem-
bers shun to speak or to propose any overture in the affair, then the Moderator him-

self may propose an overture, and ask the judgment of the brethren concerning it,

thereby to hasten the dispatch of afiiiirs.

9. When the members are giving their judgment concerning any overture proposed,

though he should hear the objection made against it, yet he should desire the ob-

jectors to make a better ; but though they have no new overture, the weight of the

objection is to be considered.

10. He should likewise restrain the members from deviating to matters ahen from

the present affair, and should keep them close to the business, obliging them to use

few words, to gain time ; in all which it vrill be needful the Moderator himself should

be a good example to others.

11. If anything happen to be spoken impertinently by any member, the Moderator

is prudently to divert it, and if that cannot be, then calmly to resent the same, ac-

cording to its demerit, to prevent greater heat.

12. After a matter hath been reasoned and debated on all hands, it will frequently

be fit that the Moderator, in few words, resume the question, and the arguments wliich

have been adduced on either hand, with these answers which were given ; and in so

doing, be faithful, without giving them any bias to that which is his own sentiment,

(he having done that in the debate,) thereby to ripen and prepare the members for

a more clear vote.

13. When a single member asks the vote of a judicatory, and others do oppose, it

is not to be granted, unless one or two more concur in the desire.

Sect. 3.—Of Clerks to Church Judicatories, and their Rsgisters.

1 . Every Church judicatory ought to have a clerk of their own election, and either

of their own number, or some other fit person, who is to give his oath defideli.

2. The Clerk is to be a person of a Christian walk and conversation, and entire

credit and reputation for fidelity, of pnidence, and able to keep the secrets of the ju-

dicatory, of competent ability and dexterity, a good hand of writing, his records being

to be presented for after ages.

3. The Clerk is always to have at every meeting lying on the table a fair Bible,

the Confession of Faith, the printed Acts of the General Assemblies of the Church
of Scotland ; and in Presbyteries, he ought to have the Synod's Acts ; and in Kirk-

Sessions, such acts of Presbytery and Synod as may concern the Session, together

with his minute-book.

4. The register and minute-book being the records of that judicatory, he is to be

answerable for them, that therein be nothing recorded but what he did by the order

and direction of the Moderator, as the mouth of the judicatory.

5. In the minute-book, (which should be a bound book, and not loose sheets of

paper,) the Clerk, at every meeting, and in presence thereof, is to record the names
of the members of that sederunt, and mark the absents, except in Synods and Gene
ral Assemblies, where it is enough to mark the absents; to read the former miiMites,

and minute the resolutions and determinations of the present meeting as he slia II be

ordered; and in affairs of any moment or difficult}', he is to read what is minuted
before the meeting proceed to any other business.

C. In the fair register, the Clerk is to extend in ample form, and record all the

acts, votes, and resolutions of the judicatory, after tliey arc revised by order of the
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judicatory, and that without any interlinings, blanks, or blottings of words or pages;

and that this register be paged, and have a large indexed margin.

7. That registers of all Church judicatories may be better preserved, it were fit

that every Session deliver their fair register in to the Presbytery every ten years, and

every Presliytery, theirs and the Sessions' into the Synod every fifteen years ; and that

the Synod every twenty years order all these, and their own fair register , to be laid

up in the public library of that university which is next adjacent to them, where they

may be safely kept from accidents, for the future benefit of the Church : And that the

Church may not want the present benefit of them, let doubles be taken, collated, and

attested, whereof one to be sent to the university as aforesaid, and the other to be

kept in the Clerk of the judicatory's hands. But it is to be considered upon whose

expenses this is to be done.

Sect. 4.—OfProceedings in all Church Judicatories, and the Members' Behaviour therein.

1. After the judicatory is constituted, the Clerk is to call the roll, and those who
were formerly absent are to be censured at the discretion of the judicatory, if their

excuse, when heard, be not found relevant; also the absents for the time are to be

marked, or such as come sero, or who, being once present, do not attend till the diet

be ended, in order to a censure such as the judicatory thinks fit.

2. The Moderator (if the meeting be occasional pro re nata) is to narrate the occa-

sion, and cause of the same.

3. If it be the ordinary time of meeting, it seems most expedient to begin with

reading over the minutes and acts of the last meeting, both to know if the same were

rightly recorded, and to refresh the memory of the members with what was done.

4. If there were any references from the last meeting to this, these ordinarily come

to be the first under consideration, and expeded, unless such necessary emergents

come to be discussed which cannot admit of delay.

5. As for any new matter that may come before a Church judicatory, great caution

should be used that it be fitly brought thither.

6. When any business is moved in a judicatory, whether by petition or information,

the judicatories are, in the first place, to consider, whether the matter in its circumstan-

tiate case be proper at present for them to enter upon, and whether it be regularly and

orderlv brought in, and whether it be proper for them to discuss it themselves, or pre-

pare it for superior judicatories, and should endeavour to narrow their work as much
as with the edification of the Church they can, especially as to the head of scandal.

7. Nothing ought to be admitted by any judicatory as the ground of a process for

censure, but what hath been declared censurable by the Word of God, or some act or

imiversal custom of this National Church, according to some special rules given there-

anent. Chap. II. Sect. 6th and 7th.

8. In proceeding in all causes wherein there is any person or party concerned, the

judicatory is to see that, before they proceed, the person be duly sisted before them,

by a legal timeous citation, the execution of which summons is to be returned by the

beadle, and the person called at the door.

9. And sometimes it may be fit that the party be privately spoken to, before any

public citation be given, or process begun, for their better gaining ; if the party ap-

pear not, there ought to be a second, and then a third, citation, given by Sessions

and Presbyteries, either personally, or left at their dwelhng-house, before the judi-

catory declare the person contumacious ; unless the party be cited to appear before a

superior judicatory by reference or appeal : In which case, there is not that need of so

many citations before the superior judicatory ; the party having actually appeared

before the inferior judicatory, and by them cited apud acta before the superior, or

having been contumacious before the cause was brought before the superior judica-

tory.

10. All citations apud acta are peremptory, and infer contumacy, if not

obeyed.

11. If the person do not appear on the third citation, or upon a citation o^mrf

acta, and no relevant excuse of absence adduced, though in that case he be censur-

P
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able for contumacy, yet it were fit the judicatory proceed to the trial of the scandals

delated against him before they censure him for contumacy.

12. If the party appear, then the Moderator is to inform the person of the occa-

sion of his being called.

1 3. There seems to be no need of accusers or informers in ecclesiastical processes

;

so that the parly, if cited, is to answer the judicatory in what is laid to his charge,

yet so, that if the person cited be found innocent and acquitted, those who informed

the judicatory ought to be noticed, for either their calumny or imprudence, as the

judicatory shall find cause.

14. If there be need of witnesses, a list of their names ought to be given to the

defenders, some time before their compearance, and they ought to be timeously cited

to give evidence, and if they refuse, after three citations given, and executions re-

turned, may be proceeded with as contumacious, or application made to the civil

magistrate, that he may oblige them to ap]iear.

15. Before the witnesses be judicially examined, the accused person is to be called,

and if he appear, maj' object against any of them, and if the objection be relevant,

and made evident to the judicatory, the witnesses are to be cast ; but a person's being

the delator or informer doth not hinder him to be a witness, except in the case of

pregnant presumptions of malice at the person accused.*

16. Though there be no relevant objection, yet the witnesses are solemnly to be

purged of malice and partial counsel.

17. The witnesses are to be sworn and examined in the presence of the accused

party if he please ; and he may desire the Moderator to propose such questions to

the witnesses as may tend for his exculpation, which, if the Moderator think per-

tinent, are to be proposed; but no accused person is to interrupt or speak during the

time of deposition.

18. If the party accused do, before probation, offer grounds of exculpation, to be

proven by witnesses, the Moderator and Clerk, if required, are to give warrant to

cite the witnesses upon the party's charges ; the relevancy of the offered exculpation

being first considered and sustained by the judicatory, which, in the first place, is to

be discussed ; and if the exculpation be fully proven, as to the substance of the scan-

dal, all further proof of the libel or accusation must there sist ; as if the libel be spe-

cial as to the time and place of a fact, and the accused clearly prove alibi; but if the

substance of the scandal be once deponed upon, there can be no place for exculpa-

tion, unless it be as to some extenuating or alleviating circumstances not inconsist-

ent with the depositions already taken.

19. If witnesses cannot subscribe their names to their depositions, the Moderator
is to subscribe the same.

20. After the depositions are ended, the parties being removed, the members of

the judicatory are to reason the affair calmly, speaking always to the Moderator, one
after another, without interrupting one another ; using no reflecting language to or

of one another, nor too long harangues or digressions.

21. And as it frequently falls out for a judicatory to appoint committees of their

own number for several affairs, so they woidd be diligent in calling them to an ac-

count, and either approve or censure them for their actings.

Sect. 5.— Of the closing of all Church Judicatories.

1. After the judicatory hath ended the affairs they met for, they are (if they have

time) to read over their minutes.

2. The time of their next meeting is to be appointed and published.

3. The Moderator is to give orders to the clerk and beadle to prepare the affairs

committed to them against the next meeting.

4. The roll of the members is to be called, and again absentees marked.

5. The INIoderator closeth the meeting with solemn prayer and thanksgiving.

* Nota.—This, after advice, is found to be the opinion of judicious lawyers.
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CHAPTER n.

OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND METHODS OF KIRK-SESSIONS.

Sect. 1.

—

Of the Constitution of this Judicatory.

1. This judicatory being the lowest, and which is in every parish, consists of one

minister or two, and a competent number of ruhng elders, and tlie deacons of that

parish and church are to be present, and have a decisive vote only in matters be-

longing to their own office, having attending them a clerk and a beadle.

2. All the elders of that churcli or parish are members of the session, and ought

to attend all the meetings thereof, it not being a judicatory made up of delegates.

3. If there be but one minister there, he is Moderator ex officio, and constant out

of necessity.

4. Though an elder being once so ordained makes him to be so during life, unless

he be censured with deposition, or demit his office, and the demission accepted by a

judicatory, yet where there are plenty of persons fit to be elders, and plenty of elders,

the actual exercise of the office, as to constant attendance on the session, &c., may be

limited for a time, and others take their turn. When an elder changes his residence,

he mav officiate as an elder in that parish where he comes to, if duly called thereto

by the' kirk-session, who are to intimate his name to the people, and have their tacit

consent thereto, but not otherwise. Annual elections ought to be rectified, and that

new elections of elders, expressed in cases of great necessity, should only be within

the compass of four years, and that especially in burghs, where there are plenty of

persons to choose upon.

Sect. 2.— Of the Election and Constituting of Elders and Deacons.

1. In case there be no eldership in the parish, the election is to be managed by the

Presbytery, by a list given in to them, made up by the heads of families, out of which

the Presbytery (if the church be vacant) is to try and elect, and, if planted, the mini-

ster, with the Presbytery's assistance.

2. Even where there is a minister and elders in a congregation constituting a ses-

sion, there may be need of more elders to supply the places of some who may be re-

moved by death, or otherwise,

3. It doth most particularly belong to the session to look among the masters and

heads of families, and others, (they not being menial servants,) for some persons

fit to be elders, being such as are of greatest prudence, gravity, and interest, in the

parish.

4. These ordinarily may be expected to be best had from amongst the deacons of

the parish, the qualifications of that office not only fitting much for this, but the ex-

perienced deacons having, by being present at the session, a further fitting of them

for the office of an elder.

5. It will fall out that sometimes it will be fit and necessary that the minister and

present ciders do, in a prudent and private way, try the inclination of the judicious of

the people, especially the heads of families, and of those quarters of the congregation

to which the elders wanting belonged, thereby to prevent the elders naming and

bringing to public those persons who may be unacceptable, where others can be had, and

the edification of the congregation would therein be studied.

Ci. When the kirk-sessions have agreed on the nomination, wherein they would en-

deavour to be unanimous, the persons nominated are to be spoken to and dealt with to

accept of the office, before their names be brought into public, wherein great tenderness

and earnestness should be used, it being frequent with many modest and most fit per-

sons to be most hardly and difficultly prevailed with.

7. Though it may be supposed that none will be named to this purpose but such

who will be of competent knowledge, yet examination and trial would be taken of his

knowledge in the grounds and principles of religion, in cases of conscience, and about
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the government, discipline of the Church, and duties of eldei-s, and that hefore the

session, or two or three elders.

8. When there is hope of success therein, if the session judge it fit, the minister,

on the I^ord's day after forenoon's sermon, is to intimate to the congregation the ne-

cessity of more elders, and the session's nomination, and may desire any person that

hath any objections against any of the persons named to make the same either to the

session, or any member thereof, betwixt and such a day.

9. When the da}' cometh wherein the objections are to be brought in, the session

must meet, and have the elect elders' edict returned, [fpr which there is to be an in-

terval of nine free days, as in other edicts,] and the beadle is to intimate at the door, if

there be any objectors they may appear ; if none, then the day is appointed to admit

these elders, and the minister is to be condescended upon who is to admit them.

10. When the day is come, it were very fit that the minister choose to preach on such

a subject as might relate to that work, showing the duties of elders and jieople to them.

11. After sermon is ended in the forenoon, the minister is to show the people that

he is going about to admit some more elders, and to tell them of all the orderly steps

which they have taken preparatory', and that now nothing impedeth his going on.

12. Then the minister calling up the persons chosen to be elders by name, and
they standing together in some conspicuous place, as conveniency will allow, are to

be interrogated concerning their orthodoxy, and to be taken solemnly engaged to ad-

here to and maintain the doctrine, discipline, worship, and government, of the Church,

and to lay themselves out, both by their example, and in the office of elders, to

suppress vice, cherish piety, and exercise discipline faithfully and diligently.

13. Then [the elders chosen still standing up] the minister is next by solemn
prayer to set them apart iii verhis de presenti.

14. After prayer, the minister is to speak to them now as elders, encouraging them
to faithfulness, and threatening, if negligent. 2dli/, He is to direct a word of exhorta-

tion to the people, showing them their duty to the elders, and exhorting them to

obedience in the Lord, and to strengthen their elders' hands.

15. The same method should be followed in the election and ordination of deacons
tliat is in elders, mutatis mutandis.

Sect. 3 Anent Marriafje.

Due caution should be used to observe the acts of the General Assembly anent
proclamation of banns,* and inquiry anent forbidden degrees, the persons desiring

marriage being single and free persons, and anent the consent of all concerned.

Sect. 4.

—

Of the Admission of Infants to Baptism.

1. Children born within the verge of the visible church, of parents one or both pro-

fessing the Christian religion, have a right to baptism.

2. It being the duty of Christian parents to devote their children to God by bap-
j tism, and to covenant for their education in the faith of Christ, no other sponsor is

; to be taken unless the parents be dead or absent, or grossly ignorant, or under scandal

I not removed, such being unfit to stand as sponsors in transacting a solemn covenant

; with God, in which cases the parent is to be required to provide some fit person, and
if it can be, one related as a parent to the child should be sponsor.

3. In cases of children exposed, whose baptism, after inquir}', cannot be known,
I the session is to order the presenting of the child to baptism, and the session itself is

( to see to the Christian education of the child.

4. It were fit that the parent speak to the minister of the parish the day before the

I child be offered to baptism.

Sect. 5.

—

Of Admission to the Lord's Table, and debarringfrom it.

1. Seeing none should be admitted to the Lord's Table who are ignorant or scandal-

ous, theretbre, they are to be prepared for it by catechising, and instruction in the

• Sco Act 3tli, General Assemblj-, anno XQQ9, &c.
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principles of religion in their younger years ; before the first admission of any to par-

take thereof, the ministers should inquire into and take trial of their knowledge of the

principles of the Christian religion, and, particularly, of the nature, uses, and ends, of

this ordinance of the Supper.

2. Due care also ought to be used that none be admitted to partake of the Lord's

Supper who are of a scandalous life ; and for this end, the minister is to inquire at and

consult with the elders, especially those of the bounds, whether they know that per-

son to be guilty of any scandal, and that they own and submit to and ordinarily attend

the ordinances of Christ, pubhc and private worship of God, and use the other means

of knowledge.

3. At the first admission of any to the Lord's Supper, ministers should put the

person to be admitted in mind of their parents' engagements for them in baptism, and

put them explicitly and personally to renew their baptismal covenant to be the

Lord's, and to live unto him, and serve him all the days of their lives.

4. When any who liveth in one congregation desireth to partake of the Lord's

Supper in a neighbouring congregation, they may and ought to be allowed the same by

reason of the communion of saints, if they bring sufficient testimonials of their

knowledge and conversation from the minister of their own parish, or from two elders,

in the absence of the minister.

5. It were fit when any one removeth from one parish to another, that their testi-

monials bear account, whether they have partaken of the Lord's Supper ; and it were

fit for this, that there were a record kept of those who are admitted to the Lord's

Supper.

Sect. 6.— Ofproceeding with Drunkards, Stveareis, Profaners of the Sabbath, and

such like Scandalous Persons.

\. The members of the session are wisely to consider the information they get, and

consult with the minister even before the same be communicated to others, that there-

by the spreading of the scandal may be prevented, that the same may be removed by

a private admonition, according to our Saviour's rule, Matthew xviii. 15, &c.,

which, if amendment follow, it is the far best way of gaining and recovering a lapsed

brother.

2. It may fall out that even one single act of either drunkenness, swearing, cursing,

or profaning of the Sabbath, may be clothed with such aggravating circumstances, as

may found a process, and even bring the parties guilty under the censure of the lesser

excommunication, and to appear before the congregation before a relaxation; the weight

of all which is to be duly pondered.

3. But in ordinary in all such kind of offences where the frequency makes the

crime turn scandalous, the guilty for the first fault should be spoken to in private by the

minister or an elder, and admonished ; and on promise to amend, the session should

sist there.

4. And on the second lapse the person should be called before the session, and if

proven, may be there judicially rebuked ; where the session, on promise to amend,

may again sist.

5. But if they amend not after that, the session should orderly proceed till they

inflict the censm-e of the lesser excommunication, and there leave them till amend-

ment.

6. If the guilty person lie under the censure of the lesser excommunication a con-

siderable time, and yet continues frequently relapsing into those vices of drunkenness,

swearing, &c., it may be constructed such a degree of contumacy, and so aggravate

the crime, as to found a process of the highest censure of the gi'eater excommunica-

tion, which is to be so inflicted as may tend to the reclaiming of the guilty person,

or to the edification of the Church.

Sect. 7.— Of Processesfor Uncleanness, Fornication, and Adultery.

1. In delations about uncleanness, it is usual, that when the thing is put to the
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strictest trial, all that can be proven are but presumptions of guilt or scandalous be-
haviour, and not the act of uncleanness, which should oblige the kirk-session to be
very cautious hove to admit the public entering a process v^ithout good warrant.

2. Many of those actions which give occasion to the raising a scandal of uncleanness,

are such as are not themselves alone publicly censurable, but to be passed by with a
private rebuke or admonition.

3. Yet some of those actions which come under the name of scandalous behaviour
may be so lascivious and obscene, and clothed with such circumstances, as may be as

offensive as the act of uncleanness itself, and as censurable.

4. When an unmarried woman brings forth a child, or ifmarried, and her husband
notourly absent for any considerable space besides the ordinary time, it being that

which ordinarily is known, gives good ground to a kirk-session for a process against

her ; after she is cited before the session, and appeareth, she is to be interrogated who
is the father of that child ; and though in other cases the divulging of a secret may be
very imprudent, and indeed the raising of a scandal, yet in this case, where there is

a child whereby there is an undeniable scandal, and the keeping secret of the father

a ground of greater oifence, and of suspecting many innocent persons if she discover

not the father, she is to be looked upon as contumacious.

5. Prudence may sometimes require that the person she nameth to be the father of

the child be informed thereof, and spoke to privately ; if he deny the same, he is

seriously to be dealt with to confess the same ; if he still deny, then the session is to

cause cite him to appear before them.

6. In this process, when the delated father compeareth he is to be interrogated,

and if he deny he is to be confronted with the woman, and the presumptions as par-

ticularly held_forth as possible ; and if, after all this, he deny, though the woman's testi-

mony can be no sufficient evidence, yet one witness and sometimes only presumptions,

such as frequenting her company, or being solus cum sola in loco suspecfo, in suspect

postures, and such like, which he cannot disprove to the satisfaction of the session,

may so lay the guilt upon him as to bring it to his oath of purgation ; and that the

form of an oath be prescribed.

7. In taking this oath for purgation all tenderness and caution is to be used, nor is

the session to press any man thereto, nor is it to be taken in any case but this, when
the presumptions are so great, that they create such jealousy in that congregation and
session that nothing will remove the suspicion but the man's oath of purgation, and
when his oath will indeed remove the scandal and suspicion ; in all other cases this oath
is in vain, and so should not be admitted, and never but by advice of the Presbytery.

8. This oath for purgation being to be taken judicially, and a part of a process, is

to be before a kirk-session ; and if it be found needful, it maybe intimated to the con-
gregation, that such a person hath taken such an oath, and so is declared clear of the

alleged scandal.*

9. Yet so, if the case be extraordinary, and the edification of the congregation re-

quire, the kirk-session may, with advice of the Presbytery, commission the mini-
ister to take it in the face of the congregation, the members of the session being pre-

sent ; or rather, the oath being taken before the session, the party may be obliged to

be present in the congregation, and may be put publicly to own his purging himself

by oath.

10. After the delated father hath purged himself bj^ oath, the woman is to be dealt

with to give the true father ; and if, after all serious dealing, and due diligence, she

give no other, she is to be censured according to the quality of the offence confessed

by her, without naming the person delated by her ; the judicatory reserving place for

further censure, upon further discovery.

11. If the woman who hath brought forth the child doth declare she knoweth not
the father, alleging she was forced, as in the fields, by a person unknown, or any
the like ; in these cases great prudence is to be used, the former behaviour of the

woman exactly searched into, and she seriously dealt with to be ingenuous ; andif she

* The Oath of Purgation, in tlie universal practice of this Church, having been before the Congrega-
tion, a change here, in restricting it to kirlv-sessions, sliould be duly advised.

2 X

I
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hath been of entire fame she may be put to it to declare the truth on oatli, but not with-

out the advice of the Presbytery ; and if the woman confess she was not forced, but

doth not know the man, nor whether married or unman-ied, the same censure is to be

inflicted upon her as in the case of adultery.

12. If a person do voluntarily confess uncleanness, and if there be no child, and

the case be brought to the kirk-session, the session is to inquire what presumptions

there are of the "truth of the thing confessed, or what may have moved the person

to make that confession, whether it floweth from disquietness of mind, or from si-

nistrous design, as when a man suing to a woman for marriage is denied, and for re-

venge, or to obtain his desire, spreads the report that he hath been guilty with her,

they are to be dealt with accordingly.

1 3- If it be found that there is no ground for the confession, and that it is false, the

person confessing is to be censured as defaming himself, and likewise as a slanderer

of the other party, and withal application is to be made by the session to the civil

mao-istrate, that he may be punished according to law.

14. If there be need of witnesses, the directions. Chap. I. Sect. 4, are to be minded.

1 5. When persons guilty of uncleanness live one in one parish, and another in

another, the process against^them and censures are to be before the session of the parish

where the woman liveth.

16. If a scandal of uncleanness be committed transiently, as if persons having their

fixed residence in one parish do commit uncleanness in another parish, or perhaps

in the fields, or at fairs or markets, in these cases they are to be processed and cen-

sured where their ordinary abode is, except the place of their abode be at a consi-

derable distance from the place where the scandal was committed, and the scandal

be most flagrant where it was committed.

17. When there is a scandal of uncleanness, whereof several persons are guilty,

living in different parishes, the session where the scandal is committed is to acquaint

the other sessions where any of the persons reside, who are ex dchito to cause summon
these persons to appear before that session where the scandal is to be tried.

18. When a person is convicted of a scandal by a session of another congregation

than his own, and the censure of the lesser excommunication inflicted, the session is

to send an account thereof to that session to which he belongs, but there is no need

of any other sentence of his own session to fix the censure on him, but only a public

intimation thereof to be made in his own parish.

19. When a person is censured and absolved from his scandal in another congre-

gation than where he lives, he is to bring a testimonial of his absolution, which is to

be intimated to the congregation he lives in, if the scandal be also flagrant there,

otherwise it will be sufficient to intimate the same to the session,

20. With respect to scandals, whose grossness makes it necessary to bring the per-

sons guilty oftener than once before the congregation, it is overtured, that after they

are convicted before the session, that it be judicially declared to them that they have

rendered themselves incapable of communion with the people of God, in the Supper

of the Lord, and that they are not to be allowed to be sponsors themselves in the

baptism of their children till the scandal be removed ; and that they be appointed to

appear in public to be rebuked for their sin, whether they appear penitent or not,

conform to the institution, 1 Tim. v. 20.

21. After a pubhc rebuke the minister and elders be at further pains in instruct-

ing the minds of scandalous persons, if ignorant, in endeavouring to convince their

conscience, and to bring them to a due sense of their sin, and to an engagement and

serious resolution against all known sin, and to the performance of all known duty.

22. That the session, upon satisfaction with their knowledge and sense of their sin,

do admit them to the public profession of their repentance, in order to absolution.

23. If, after taking pains on them for some competent time, for their instruction

and conviction, they still remain grossly ignorant, insensible, and unreformed, the

sentence of lesser excommunication is to be publicly pronounced against them, from

which they are not to be relaxed, nor admitted to make public profession of their re-

pentance in order thereto, till the session be satisfied with their knowledge, serious.-

ness, and reformation. ,
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Sect. 8.

—

Of Processes ichich natlvehj begin at the Kirk- Session, but are not to be
brought to afinal determination by them.

1. There are some processes which do natively begin at the kirk -session, which
for the atrocity of the scandal, or difficulty in the affair, or general concern, the kirk-

session having frequent meetings of the Presbytery to have recom-se to, do not de-
termine of themselves.

2. Such are the scandals of incest, murder, adultery, trila])se in fornication, schisms,
and separations from the public ordinances, processes in order to the highest excom-
munication, and continued contumacy, error, and heresy, vented and made public by
anv of the congregation.

3. The kirk-session, receiving information of such gross scandals, are to weio-h
the same, according to the rules and directions prescribed them in processes which are
their peculiar province.

4. And when the session finds good ground for a process, they are to deal with
the guilty to confess that which now cannot be hid nor amended, till satisfaction be
made to the Church, which, when done, the session is to refer the same for advice,
and to send their reference extracted to the Presbytery.

5. But where there is no confession the session is not to proceed to lead probation,
by witnesses or presumptions, till an account of the affair be brought by a reference
to the Presbytery, and the Presbytery do thereupon commission and appoint the
session to proceed and lead probation ; and after probation is led, the Presbytery is

again to be advised with, who may appoint the session to inflict what censure they
see cause.

6. When persons censured for these grosser scandals do apply to the kirk-session
for relaxation, they may both be privately conferred with, and likewise their acknow-
ledgments heard before the session ; but they ought not to be brought before the con-
gregation in order to their absolution, nor absolved, but by advice and order of the
Presbytery.

Sect. 9.— Of the Privy Censures in the Sessions,

1. In every kirk-session there ought to be, twice in the year, privy censures (as they

are called) of the members of the session.

2. At the meeting preceding the same all the members should be warned to be

punctually present that day.

3. Seeing the ministers undergo their privy censures in the Presbytery, and that

generally diere is but one minister in the session who must be moderator, therefore

the ministers are not to undergo this privy censure before the session, but only the

elders, deacons, clerk, and beadles.

4. The moderator of the session is to cause the clerk read the roll of the mem-
bers, and beginning at the beginning of the roll, they are one by one after another to

be removed, and then the rest of the members are, by the moderator, to be inquired

concerning the walk and conversation of the person removed, concerning his diligence

and pnidence in his station ; and whatever any have observed and been informed, worthy

the noticing, is freely, and with love and tenderness, to be comnumicated. Privy cen-

sures of the membei-s of a session, as also of a Presbytery, if rightly managed, may
be of great use ; but we think our Lord's rule, in Matth. xviii., is strictly to be ob-

sen'ed in this matter, so that no member or members of a session or Presbytery

should inform these judicatories of any thing against another member, until thoy have

first given him private admonition or reproof, a competent time before, and that has

proven ineffectual.

5. The session is to judge of all informations concerning the member removed,

and. as they judge him deserving, cither only the private admonition or reproof

of the minister alone, or any one of the elders alone, or of the moderator, in name
of the session, coram, as the weight of the matter, the edification of (he party.
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and comfort of the session or congregation requireth, is to be done witli all love, ten-

derness, and freedom.

6. If nothing be observed needful to be amended, but an account from all hands

of the faithfulness, prudence, and diligence, of the member removed, then he is to

be exhorted to go on, and encouraged, and God to be blessed on his account.

And the moderator, when he is called in, to express the session's satisfaction and com-

fort therein.

7. After all the elders have thus been removed, one after another, and each one

after he hath been called in, and got the mind of the session concerning him, and

set in his place, the deacons, one after another, are to undergo their censures.

8. Next after the deacons, the clerk of the session is to be removed, and the mem-
bers inquired concerning his carnage, and the session-books, and other registers of

births, baptisms, and burials, should be seen to be exactly kept and put in readiness

for the Presbytery, when called for by them.

9. The beadle or officer should likewise, in the same manner, be inquired after,

and either admonished or encouraged, as need requireth.

10. Here also the kirk-treasurer's accounts may be taken in, and the whole ses-

sion put in mind (if need be) of all the duties of their charge, and of the rules of

order, when met in judicatories.

CHAPTER HL

OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND METHODS IN PRESBYTERIES.

Sect. 1.

—

Of the Constitution of this Judicatory.

1. This judicatory is made up and consists of the pastors and elders of a num-
ber of particular parochial congregations, associated together for their mutual help

and comfort.

2. The number of congregations whose overseers make up a Presbytery are not

determined, ten or twelve, rather more than fewer, as the adjacency of the congre-

gations, their compactness and easiness in travelling, will most ordinarily and con-

veniently allow.

3. And seeing the minister's office and power doth include that of elders, though

it is necessary when they can be had that ministers act in conjunction with them,

because of the Divine precept and warrant, yet if, by no fault of the ministers,

elders be wanting, they may warrantably exercise Presbyterial jmisdiction there

without them.

4. In the meetings of judicatories at the time and place appointed by the for-

mer meeting, (unless some sufficiently known stop or hinderance intervene,) any who
meet are a quorum, they not being under three ministers; yet it is very expe-

dient that, in this case, matters of importance be referred to a subsequent more fre-

quent meeting ; but in meetings pro re nafa, it is necessary that more than the one

half of the ministers of that meeting be present to make a quorum, and all the mem-
bers to be advertised.

Sect. 2

—

Of Licensing Probationers or Preachers.

1. It is the proper and peculiar work of the Presbytery to look out for, admit to

trial, judge and determine thereof, and license probationers and preachers, and
the rules laid down thcreancnt by the acts of the General Assembly under-written

are to be observed, particularly the 22d Act of the General Assembly, aiuio 1696,

Anent Students; the 10th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1694, Anent Proba-

tioners; the 13th Act of the General Assembly, 1696, Anent Testimonials; and 10th

Act of the General Assembly, anno 1704, Anent Students passing Trials, and the

several acts therein mentioned.
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2. It would be very contributive to the licentiate's advantage, that every student

of theology were some time attending the public profession of divinity in some uni-

versity, before they entered on their trials.

3. And all such who have been attending any such professions ought to produce

testimonials of their behaviour and proficiency at that profession, from those Pro-

fessors of Theology under whose inspection they were, else not to be admitted; and

Professors of Divinity should take care to give testimonials to none for their entering

on trials in order to the ministry, but such as, with full freedom, they can declare to

be in their judgment fit for the same.

4. In case a student of theology could not have the occasion of attending a public

profession of divinity at the university, it were fit he did imdergo private trials of

his proficiency in all the parts of divinity, by examination, and also have some

homilies in presence of two or three members of the Presbytery before he enter

on his public trials before the Presbytery.

5. The Presbytery, before they enter any on their trials, are to observe the act of

Assembly, requiring twenty-five years of age to a minister, the rather because,

after they obtain a licence to preach, they use sometimes to be very soon called to the

ministry, unless in case of more than ordinary ripeness of parts and prudence.

6. That the trials of a student, in order to his being licensed, do consist in ordi-

nary in these seven parts: 1. The homily; 2. A lecture on a whole chapter; 3. The
common head in Latin, with his maintaining the orthodox doctrine in his thesis, in

a dispute ; 4. The extemporary trials of his knowledge in interpreting the original

languages, of sacred chronology, of ecclesiastical history, especially of our own
Church, answering extemporary questions of the meaning of hard places of the

Scripture, on heads of divinity, polemic or practical, or cases of conscience, on Church
government and discipline; 5. The Presbyterial exercise, both making and adding;

6. The lecture, to be the trial immediately preceding the popular sermon ; and, 7.

The popular sermon, both which are to be in the pulpit, before the people.

7. Immediately after the close of each of these exercises, the moderator is to in-

quire the judgment of the Presbytery concerning the student on trial, his acquitting

himself in that part of his trials, which is to be managed prudently: but if the Pres-

bytery be not satisfied in anj' piece of his trials, they are to stop there, and either

refer him back to his further studies, or give him the same piece of trial again on

a different subject, the main of the design being only to have their judgment,

whether what is done be so satisfactory as to be admitted for a proof of his fitness

to be licensed.

8. When the Presbytery are satisfied with all the pieces of his trials, before they

grant him the licence, he is, by the moderator, to be gravely admonished of the weight

of the work, and exhorted to a suitable deportment ; and, likewise, he is solemnly to

promise due obedience to that Presbyterj', and other judicatories of the Church ; he

is to give satisfaction of the orthodoxy of his principles ; not only as to the doc-

trine, but as to the discipline, worship, and government of this Church, and is to

subscribe the Confession of Faith, according to the acts of the General Assembl3\

9. When he hath been approven and gotten the intimation of his licence, and it be

recorded in the Presbytery book, it were fit that he were appointed to preach two or

three Sabbaths, one diet at a time, in the audience of and in conjunction with some
minister of the Presbytery, before he preach in vacant parishes, (ifany there be,) or

get an extract of the licence ; and he to be indulged, in case of bashfulness, as to his

appearance in eminent places.

10. No probationer is to receive any call from a vacant congregation to be minister

thereof but from the hands of the Presbyteiy under whose inspection he is at the

time, nor to accept thereof but by their advice, and regard is chiefly to be had to the

Presbytery where the vacant parish is ; and if more calls than one at once come to a

probationer, and these presented by his own Presbytery, he is to follow their advice

in closing with or rejecting any of them.*

11. That each bursar of divinity bring yearly testimonials firom the professor under

* The 10th paragraph referred to tlie General Assembly.
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whom he is studying, of his punctual attendance and good proficiency, and that he

be tried yearly by the Presbytery whose bursar he is.

Sect. 3.— Of Vacant Conr/regations, and Planting thereof.

1. Vacant congregations are under the peculiar care of the Presbytery of the

bounds, both for their present supply and for their planting with a minister.

2. The orderly and ordinary way of supplying a vacant congregation with preach-

ing is and ought to be by the order and desire of the Presbytery, and no other ; and
the minister that preaches in vacant kirks ought to keep session for the exercise of

discipline, to have one diet of catechising, and to visit the sick.

3. That it be recommended to the eldership, or any other within the parish, to be

cautious whom they invite to preach, even when occasional unforeseen opportunities

offer, and for this to take the advice of the neighbouring ministers, and that in this

they study the harmonious consent of the elders, in order to the preserving the peace

of the Church.

4. The Presbytery, as they would send the fittest of the probationers to the vacant

parish to preach, so, as need requireth, and the Presbytery conveniently can, they are

to send ministers of their own number to preach and to baptize the children. If the

vacant congregation want an eldership as well as a minister, the Presbytery is to en-

deavour the appointing of an eldership among them, who may facilitate the congre-

gation's getting a minister.

5. The Presbytery would require the eldership of that parish to meet frequently to

consider the circumstances of the parish, and to prepare them for giving a call ; and
they are to be exhorted to seek God's counsel and direction therein, and to lay a

matter of so much concern to their souls seriously to heart, and to attend the Presby-

tery, to give an account thereof from time to time.

6. The Presbytery should endeavour, by all means, to prevent the vacant parishes

calling a minister fi-om another congregation where he is happily fixed and useful

;

transportations being often a great grievance, and seldom to be practised.*

7. If the eldership of a vacant congregation do, by their commissioner, acquaint the

Presbytery that they not only have had their thoughts on a person to supply their

vacancy, but have communicated the same to the heritors and other heads of families,

and do judge it may be probable that the person will be generally (or to the most part)

acceptable, and if the Presbytery be satisfied with the person they design to be mini-

ster, then the Presbytery is to proceed.

8. The Presbytery is then to appoint one of their number to preach on a Lord's

Day in that vacant congregation, and after forenoon sermon to intimate to them
that the Presbytery, considering their circumstances, require the elders and heads of

the families, especially the heritors, to meet at the church on such a day, in order to

the nominating and electing a fit person to supply their vacancy ; and they are to be

exhorted to continue in prayer and dependence on God for further direction there-

in, and to lay a matter of so much concern to their souls seriously to heart.

9. And, indeed, sometimes where difficulties arise in a vacant parish, hindering

the plantation thereof, it were very requisite to have some day set apart for solemn

fasting and prayer, by order of the Presbytery, which is to appoint one or two mini-

sters to preach then to them.

10. In nominating the time for the parish to meet to elect a minister, such time

should be given as not only all the heritors who live within the parish, but those who
have interest therein, may have timely advertisement, that the call may be as unani-

mous as may be.

11. When the day is come, the minister whom the Presliytery hath appointed to

moderate at the election (having ended sermon, which he is to have to that congre-

gation, and dismissed the same, except the heritors, elders, and heads of families) is

to open the meeting with prayer, and then signify unto them the occasion of their

' * Vide the 6th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1694.
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meeting, and his hope that they have been seeking God for Hght in so weighty a

matter.

12. When one (and sometimes, but rarely, more than one) is named before there be

any vote, the moderator is to inquire if any there present have any objections to make,

and the objections are to be calmly heard and answered, and the affair cleared, to

ripen it to a vote.

13- Though a plurality of heritors and elders will always be thought to be the

voice of the meeting, and in law and reason is so counted, yet it is most desirable to

have the universal consent of the heads of families, and this ought to be endeavoured.

14. And the moderator and electors are wisely to consider, that, though the ob-

jections which any of the heads of families may make against the person whom the

electors have named, in order to election, may in themselves be frivolous, and of small

moment, yet the weight they have with the prejudicated persons, and the quality of

these persons, and their influence in the congregation, are duly to be pondered, and

if found considerable, great tenderness is to be used, especially at a time when some

other person may be got, against whom neither objection nor aversion can be

alleged.

15. If there be no objections against the person named, or, notwithstanding of all

that is objected, the plurality of the heritors refuse to delay the aflair, and that the

objections made seem rather to proceed from the greater favour the objectors have

for another, than from any real aversion to or objection against the person himseltj

the moderator may put the matter to a vote.

IG. But after all the reasonings, and especially where there hath been any alterca-

tion, it is very fit that the moderator not only give a word of exhortation, but by
solemn prayer immediately before the vote prepare them for it, it being not only fit

at all such times, but experience teaching that it greatly tendeth to calm men's spirits

who have any awe of God on them, and to clear them of the dregs of private affection

and interest.

17. The vote thereafter being taken and carefully marked, the moderator is to pro-

nounce the mind of the meeting, and if it be cai'ried that a call be given to any per-

son named ; the call being drawn up is to be read and signed in the presence of the

moderator, and attested by him ; follows the Form of a Call :—
18. " We, the heritors and elders of being destitute of a fixed pastor,

and being most assured by good information and our own experience of the ministe-

rial abilities, piety, literature, and prudence, as also of the suitableness to our capaci-

ties of the gifts of j'ou preacher of the Gospel, or minister of

have agreed, with the advice and consent of the parishioners of the

parish foresaid, and concurrence of the reverend Presbytery of to invite,

call, and entreat, likeas we, by these presents, do heai-tily invite, call, and entreat,

you to undertake the office of a pastor among us and the charge of our souls. And,
further, hoping that upon mature deliberation ye will find this our call, which is car-

ried on with so great sincerity, unanimity, and order, a clear call from the Lord, we
do, upon your accepting thereof, sincerely promise you all dutiful respect, faithful-

ness, encouragement, and obedience, in the Lord, in our several stations and relations.

In witness whereof,' &c.

19. After the call is signed, the moderator is to propose to the meeting that

they appoint one or two of their meeting, and that by a commission under their

hands, or the hands of the moderator and clerk, not only to present the same to the

Presbytery for their approbation and concurrence, but also to prosecute it.

20. If there hath been any considerable aversion manifested, or objections made
against the call, the Presbytery is then prudently to weigh the whole affair, wherein

the most universal edification of the congregation is to be studied.

21. If the Presbytery find any ground to demur their concurrence, they are to

ideal
prudently with those who were for the call, and rather delay than altogether at

first to stop and refuse concurrence, lest, by endeavouring the universal satisfaction of

the people of that parish, they disgust the plurality tliereof; and a meek and gaining

way of prudent reasoning and convincing their consciences, rather than the authori-

tative condemning their designs^ is to be studied, and particularly the proportion of
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the person's gifts, in relation to the place unto which he is called, is to be con-

sidered.

22. If the Presbytery find the call legally and orderly proceeded in they are to

record the same, and their clerk is to signify it at the foot or back of the call, and (if

need be) to appoint one of their number to concur with the commissioner of the

parish in prosecuting the said call.

23. If the person called be a minister in another charge, then the Presbytery is

duly to consider the reasonableness of the transportation desired, and if that be not to

them evident and clear they are not to concur in that call.

24. If the person called be a probationer, and present in the Presbytery, he ought

to be removed during the Presbytery's consultation about the relevancy of the call,

and called in again when it is approven ; and if approven, the call is by the moderator

of the Presbytery to be delivered to him coram, with a suitable exhortation to take

the same to his mature consideration.

25. If the person called be a probationer under the inspection of another Presby-

tery, the commissioner of the parish, with one from the Presbytery, (if the Presby-

tery think fit to send one,) are to apply to that Presbytery where the probationer

resides, and present them the call, and ask their concurrence in offering it to the per-

son called, which that Presbytery are without delay to do.

26. On acceptation of the call, the probationer is to repair to that Presbytery to

which he is called, and there, by their direction, to preach frequently to the parish

to which he is called, at least thrice, before he be ordained, and, in the meantime,
enter upon his trials in order to ordination ; in going about whereof^ the rules are to

be followed prescribed, Chap. III. Sect. 4.

27. K the person called be a minister settled in another congregation, then the com-
missioners of the vacant parish, and, if need be, the Presbytery, is to appoint one to

concur with the vacant parish, who are to proceed with applications to the Presby-

tery to which he belongs, as is required. Sect. 6, " About Transportation of Ministers."

And though the minister called be unfixed to any parish, or hath got an act of trans-

portability, yet he is only to receive the call through the hands of the Presbytery of

the bounds where the parish calling is; and in this case, there is no need of a process

of transportation, nor summoning parties, but only serving an edict, and proceeding to

admission in the usual manner.
28. If the parish be remiss and backward, and will not call a minister, at least the

greater part be, then, as the law hath wisely fixed the jus devolutum in the Presbytery

as to the benefice, so may the Presbytery, by their power from Christ, give a mission

to a particular person, and ordain him to labour in the work of the ministry among
that people, to reclaim and feed them, wherein great tenderness is to be used, and all

other means essayed to prevent its coming thereto.

Sect, 4.— Of the Ordination of a Minister.

\. On a probationer's so far acceptance of the call of a parish as that he is content

to submit himself to the Presbytery of the bounds, to undergo his trials in order to

ordination, he is, by that Presbytery by whom he is ordained, to be tried as when
he was licensed—see Chap. III. Sect. 2, except the homilies ; and it is referred to the

prudence of Presbyteries whether it be most convenient that the lecture and popular
sermon be appointed him at the same time.

2, In the meantime, during the passing of his trials before the Presbytery, he should

be ordered to preach frequently to that congregation whose pastor he is to be, not only

to give them the greater opportunity of the knowledge of his gifts, and satisfaction

with him, but to give him, by converse with them, the better acquaintance with the

temper and manner of the people he is to undertake the charge of.

3. If the probationer hath been a stranger to that Presbytery, he being now to be

ordained, his whole carriage and conversation in times past is now more narrowly to

be searched into, which may be known not only by his testimonials from the uni-

versity in which he took his degrees, from the Professor of Theology of his carriage

under him in the study of theology, from the Presbytery where he was licensed to
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preach, from that Presbytery where he last resided, and under whose inspection he
was, but likewise by other ways, as they in prudence shall see cause.

4. If nothing ap]iear, either in the person or congregation, to the Presbytery, but

what is promising that his labours will be useful among them, and his trials ended,

the Presbytery are to send one of their number to preach to that congregation, and
after the forenoon sermon to intimate unto them that the probationer who is called to

be their minister, his edict was now to be served, which edict being read, the mini-

ster is to desire the people to notice the same ; and after reading, a copy of the edict

is to be affixed to the most patent door of the church, by the church beadle thereunto

appointed, that none may pretend ignorance. Of this edict the tenor follows :
—" This

Presbytery having received a call from this parish to Mr A. B., preacher ofthe Gospel,

to be their minister, and finding the same orderly proceeded, and the said Mr A. B.

having undergone all the parts of his trial in order to his ordination, and the Presby-

tery, upon the whole, judging him qualified to be a minister of the Gospel, and fit to

be pastor of this congregation, have resolved to proceed, unless something occur which
may justly impede the same ; and, therefore, do hereby give notice to all persons,

especially the members of this congregation, that if they, or any of them, have any
thing to object why the said Mr A. B. should not be admitted pastor here, they may
repair to the Presbytery, which is to meet at the day of

;

with certification, that if no person object any thing that day the Presbytery will

proceed without further delay."

5. The Presbytery meeting (as it was appointed to meet) to receive the execution

of the edict, which ought to be ten free days after the serving of the same, that thereby

none may pretend ignorance for want of time, the minister appointed to preach in the

vacant congregation is to give an account of his diligence, and the edict to be returned

indorsed ; and then the Presbytery finding that to be the day appointed to bring in

any objections against the person to be ordained, the officer or beadle is three several

times, at the most patent door, to give notice, that if there be any there who have any
thing to object against his being their minister, they may then come and do it to the

Presbytery ; with certification as in the edict.

6. If there come any objections, the Presbytery are prudently to weigh them, con-

sidering what sort of persons they come from, and on what design, and wherefore

they were delayed till the affair came to that length, as well as the nature of the ob-

jections ; and if the Presbytery find themselves obliged to delay procedure, till a pro-

cess about these things be orderly had, and if then the person be found innocent and
acquitted, those who inmed the judicatory ought to be noticed for their calumny or

imprudence, as the judicatory shall find cause.

7. If there be no objections, or those brought be found of no weight, the Presby-
tery is to name a convenient week-day for the brethren to meet, to ordain him whose
edict is thus served at the chin-ch of the congregation to whom he is to belong ; but

here there needs not ten days delay, since that hath been granted already after the

serving of the edict.

8. The ordination is to be intimated to the people from the pulpit, inviting all to

be present, and telling them that they are to set apart that day as a fast unto that

parish, to be by them observed with more than ordinary supplication, for the assist-

ance and blessing of God upon the ordinance of Christ, and the labours of his servant,

then to be set apart for their good, a work of so great concernment, and a sermon to

be suitable to the purpose.*

9. The congregation and all being thus met, the sermon ended, and prayer after

sermon, wherein the special work of the day is again to be remembered, the minister

who moderates in the action doth from the pulpit, in a discourse, show the occasion

of the day's meeting ; that the Church being vacant, a call given to such a person

there present, and his edict served and returned, without any relevant objection, and
the call orderly proceeded in all its steps, as is above prescribed, the same was come
to that issue that he was now to be ordained to be their minister.

• Nota This eighth paragraph referred to the consideration of the General Assembly, ancut the day of

the ordination of a minister, whether that or another day should be the day of the fast.

2 y
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10. Then the minister calls on the person to be ordained, who stands up in the

face and audience of the congi-egation, and doth answer, e.rpressis verbis, these follow-

ing questions, or others to the same purpose. Imo, If he himself doth believe the

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and the truths therein contained, to be

the Word of God. 2do, If he doth own and will adhere to the Confession of Faith

and Catechisms of this Church, and doctrine therein contained, founded on and con-

sonant to the Holy Scriptures. Mo, If he will be faithful and zealous in maintain-

ing all the truths of the Gospel, the unity of the Church, and peace thereof, against

all error and schism whatsoever, notwithstanding of what trouble and persecution

may happen. 4to, If he doth likewise own and will adhere to the worship, discipline,

and government, of this Church, as founded on and consonant to the Holy Scriptures.

5to, Ifhe hath been led in his designing the work of the ministry, by a single and sincere

love to God, and design to glorify him in the Gospel of his Son, and i^ot by filthy lucre,

and the motives of worldly gain, as the great inducement to him to the ministerial

work. Gto, If he engage to be diligent and assiduous in praying, reading, meditating,

preaching, administering the Sacraments, catechizing, and exercising of discipline, and

in performing all other ministerial duties towards the people committed to his charge.

7mo, If he resolves to own his ordination to the holy function of the ministry, and to

continue in dutv, notwithstanding of any trouble that may arise in the Church here-

after, the people's adherence to this call is to be taken for granted, seeing by their

presence they countenance the ordination.

11. The minister moderating in the action and brethren being satisfied with the

answers of the person to be ordained, he is, in a few words, to speak to the people of

that congregation, reminding them of their having called him to be their minister, that

the affair had orderly proceeded, and that there had been no objection made against

the same ; and that now their coming and staying to be witnesses to the action, and
that their universal silence was to be looked upon as their constant adherence to their

call to have him to be their minister, and to their engagements therein contained ; at

which time it were fit also that the ministers preaching should take occasion to put the

people in mind of their duty.

12. Then, after a little pause, whereby the universal silence of the people may be

discerned, the minister who moderates in the action doth bespeak the person to be

ordained, showing him, that seeing he designs to serve God in preaching the Gospel,

and that this congregation has given him a call, and the Presbytery was to ordain

him minister of that congregation, he was to satisfy the Presbytery and the congre-

gation in the following questions.

13. 1st, If he accepts of the call given him by that congregation, and resolves and
engages, through grace, to perform all the works of a faithful minister among them.

2(lli/, If he will willingly and humbly, in the spirit of meekness, submit himself unto

the admonition of his brethren, and the discipline of the Church. Sdli/, If he will

take care that he himself and his family walk unblameably, be examples to the flock,

and adorn the Gospel by their conversation.

14. The brethren being satisfied with the answers and engagements, the minister

actor is to come from the pulpit to the place where the person to be ordained

and brethren are, he kneeling, and the brethren standing, the actor, as mouth of the

brethren, in their Master's name and authority, doth in and by prayer set him apart

(not only he who moderates in the action, but all the brethren that conveniently can,

laying their hands upon his head) to the office of the ministry, invoking God for his

blessing, to this effect :
—

" Thankfully acknowledging the great mercy of God, in send-

ing Jesus Christ for the redemption of his people, and for his ascension to the right

hand of God the Father, and thence pouring out his Spirit, and giving gifts to men,

apostles, evangelists, prophets, pastors, and teachers, for the gathering and building

up of his Church ; and for fitting and inclining this man to this great work ; to entreat

Him to fit him with his Holy Spirit, to give him (who in his name is thus set apart to

his holy service) to fulfil the work of the ministry in all things, that he may both

save himself and the people committed to his charge."

15. The prayer to this purpose being ended, the minister who moderates in the

action is to take the person ordained by the right hand, saying unto him, " We give
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unto you the right hand of fellowship, to take part of the ministry with us ;" and like-

wise all the ministers of the Presbytery, the heritors and elders of the parish present,

should take him by the right hand, as a testimony of their acceptance of him as a
minister of that congregation.

16. Then the minister who moderates in the action returnirg to the pulpit, doth
Jirst exhort the person who is now ordained to consider the greatness of the office,

the diligence, labour, and painfulness required, encouraging him to diligence and
faithfulness, and showing him the hazard and prejudices that will attend neghgence
and unfaithfulness, both to himself and people, in this and the life to come.

17. Then, 2dly, He is to exhort the people to carry themselves dutifully, kindly,

and respectfully to their minister, as unto the messenger of God, and according to

their solemn promise contained in their call to their minister, and to accept of his

message, in receiving of Christ Jesus as he is offered in the Gospel, and giving obe-
dience to his will therein revealed, and which the actor in his brethren's name under
whose inspection the parish is, is to enjoin them to.

18. Lasthj, The minister actor is by solemn prayer to commend the minister whom
they have ordained, and his flock, to God's grace, and, singing a psalm, he is to dismiss

the congregation with pronouncing the blessing.

19. The clerk of the Presbytery is to record the day and place of the ordination,

with the name of the minister who did moderate in the action, and text he preached
fi-om, and the sederunt of the members present, and may give extracts of the mini-

ster's ordination when required.

20. That all such things as relate and are essential and peculiar to ordination, be
omitted in admitting of ministers formerly ordained. 2do, That all the questions in

paragraph 10th may be resumed, and the minister to be admitted desired to declare

his consent and adherence to his former answers and engagement at his ordination.

Ztio, The questions in the 13th paragraph, anent his relation to the particular congre-
gation to which he is to be admitted, may be proposed as in the overture, -ito. That
expression in paragraph 15th, of giving him the right hand of fellowship, and taking

him to a part of the ministry, may be omitted, seeing he is received therein before at

his ordination.

21. The manse, and office-houses thereto belonging, are, by the Presbytery's aj)-

pointment, to be visited and valued by faithful and skilful workmen, at the sight of

some of the Presbyter}-, that the condition and value thereof may be known and re-

corded, lest afterwards it be pretended that the said minister at his entry found them
sufficient, and so should be obliged to leave them much better than at his entry ; and,

upon the other hand, if a free manse, should be obliged to leave it in good repair.

22. Seeing calls bear a promise of all due encouragement to ministers, it may be
fit, that at the ordination or admission, or rather before, the Presbytery desire the de-

creet of locality of the parish to be produced, or if it cannot be done, and that there

be no decreet or act securing the stipend, that the heritors give in a subscribed ac-

count of their just quotas of the stipend of that parish, which arc to be recorded by
the Presbytery, that there may be as litde debate as possible afterwards about that

affair.

Sect. 5.— Of Transportations in general, and the Grounds and Reasons thereof.

1. Seeing every minister is an officer of the Church universal, it cannot be denied
but he may be transported from one place to another, upon good and weighty
grounds.

2. No minister ought at his own hand to transport himself in ecclesia bene constitutd,

et statu ejusdem pacato, seeing he is not suiJuris, and at his own disposal.

3. It belongs, therefore, properly to that Presbytery whereof he is a member to

manage his transportation, and grant it if they see cause.

4. The end of all transportations is the glory of God, and the greater good of llie

Chiuch, both which should be expressly eyed by those who crave them, and the

judicatories which grant them.
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5. In the case, therefore, of transportations, the first step is to see that the call

be legally proceeded in, and approven by the Presbytery in whose bounds the vacant

parish is, and that there be a commission from the parish to some fit person to de-

liver and prosecute the call before the Presbytery where the minister desired resideth;

and if the minister called do belong to another Presbytery, and if it be desired, the

Presbytery may also send one of their number to signify their consent.

6. No call drawn up to any settled minister, desiring his transportation to another

congregation, is to be received by him or entertained till it come to him by his own
Presbytery.

7. If the commissioners of the vacant parish come to prosecute the transportation

in the interval of the ordinary diets of the Presbytery, and their necessity urgent,

and distance great, they may apply to the moderator of the Presbytery, that he may
call a Presbytery pro re nata.

8. Upon which application the moderator may call a Presbytery, but till it meet,

he is not to receive the call offered, or the reasons thereof, or transmit, either to

the minister called, or to the parish he belongs unto, or to cite any of them to ap-

pear till the Presbytery meet and consider the call, and determine the relevancy of

the same.

9. The Presbyter}' being met, the commissioners who are to appear to prosecute

the transportation, are (by a supplication delivered to the clerk of the Presbytery) to

acquaint the Presbytery vfith their desire, and that they may be heard.

10. The Presbytery receiving a supplication, intimating that there is a call to one
of the brethren of that Presbytery, are, without making any needless delays, to call

the persons applying before them, and inquire for their commission to represent that

parish who desires the minister.

11. If the commissioners have not a written commission, under the hands of the

heritors and elders of the vacant parish, or the clerk of their meeting, the Presby-
tery may refuse to hear them any further, or to receive any call from them ; and, in

that case, there can be no access to these pretended commissioners, their either ap-

pealing or complaining to the next Synod.
12. If they have a written commission, and which the Presbytery sustains, they

are to offer the call, and reasons of the same, in writing to the Presbytery, craving

that the call may be delivered to the minister desired, and that the reasons may
not only be weighed by the Presbytery, but delivered to the minister, and sent to

the parish where he doth now reside, that they, within a competent time, may an-
swer the same.

1 3. The Presbytery, on sustaining their commission, is immediately to receive the

call they offer, and read and consider the same ; and at the same diet to give their

judgment thereanent, as to the relevancy of the same, so far as at present appears to

them, in order to the bringing the same to farther consideration ; so that it doth not
preclude either the Presbyter}', or any member thereof, or the minister desired, or
his parish, of any just exceptions against the relevancy of the call, which they may
after in process adduce.

14. If the Presbytery shall find weight in the reasons, they are then instmiter,

at least at the same diet, without needless delay, to deliver the call by their mo-
derator to the minister desired to be transported, who is to receive the same out of
the moderator's hands, and likewise the reasons of the call ; and to be summoned
apud acta, to compear before the Presbytery at their next meeting.— See Act 7 th,

General Assembly, anno 1704.

15. Providing always there be ten days given to the minister and parish where
he is, to prepare themselves to answer the reasons of the call.

16. If the minister called be absent from the Presbytery, then the ruling elder

from that parish, if present, is to get the call and reasons delivered to him, and to

be apud acta obliged to deliver the same to the minister, if at home, within twenty-
four hours.

1". If both be absent, the Presbytery is to send the call and reasons to the mini-
ster, to be delivered to him by the Presbytery's officer, or one appointed for that ef-
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feet, who is, before witnesses, to deliver the same to the minister, and to give him a
citation to appear at the diet prescribed by the Presbytery. If the minister be not at

home, that he cannot be personally summoned, then the call, reasons, and copy of

the citation, are to be left at the minister's dwelling-house.

18. The Presbytery is likewise to cause cite the heritors and elders of the parish

from which the transportation is desired, by issuing out summons, under the modera-
tor or clerk of the Presbytery's hands, directed to the Presbytery officer, who is

thereupon obliged to make due intimation thereof, by reading the same audibly at

the most patent door of the church of that parish, immediately after the forenoon
sermon, when the people are coming out of the church, and thereafter by affixing a
copy of the summons on the said door before witnesses.

19. If the officer meet with any molestation or opposition, in his endeavouring to

execute the summons, from any of the parish, the summons, notwithstanding, are

to be reckoned executed, providing the minister himself had previous knowledge of
the call and appointment. But, by the 8th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1704, it

is appointed, that the minister himself being summoned apud acta, at the Presbytery,

or, if absent, by the Presbytery's letter, to be present at the day appointed for hearing
the cause, he also intimate out of the pulpit, to heritors, elders, and others concerned
in the parish, that there is such a call, and such a transportation designed, and if any
of them have a mind to defend their right to their minister, they are to be present
at the Presbytery on such a day, and ready to make their defences ; for which end
the call and reasons are to be given or transmitted to the minister, to be by him
communicated to them. But this method of citations is only to be observed where
the Presbytery concerned shall see cause to take that course ; and it is in the option
of the Presbytery to follow this course, or do it by their officers as formerly.

20. The minister, on his receiving a call and reasons for his transportation, is

forthwith to convene the kirk-session, and communicate the same to them, whereby
both heritors and kirk-session may have time to consider and answer the reasons of
the call.

21. The Presbytery, in appointing the diet for a minister and parish to make
their answers to a call, are to consider the minister's circumstances, as if he be
not at home, and hath urgent affairs, which may fall out to be by appointment of the
Church.

22. The parish who are cited may appear by some of their heritors and elders,

and, to avoid confusion, not above seven at most, but these need no commission in
writing, because they are defendants, and, being cited, they ought to be heard.

23. The Presbytery meeting at the diet appointed to cognosce upon the pro-
cess of transportation, are to enter upon it— 1. By reading of the minutes of the
last meeting, ordaining parties to be cited ; 2. By calling for the summons issued
to the kirk-officer to summon the parties ; and, if they find the summons indorsed
and duly executed, then, 3. They are to order the officer to call in the parties.

24. If any of the parties be absent, and excuses made, the Presbytery are to

judge the reasonableness of the same, and either proceed or delay the affair as thej
find cause.

25. But if all parties be present, the moderator acquainting them of the reason of
their being called, desireth them to be silent during reading of the following papers
which belong to the process, and so the Presbytery doth proceed— 1. By causing read
the call given to the minister desired ; 2. By reading the reasons given in with the

call for the transportation craved ; 3. By reading both the minister's and parishioners'

answers to the reasons, if they have any, in writing ; if not, by hearing these defend-
ants' answers by word, as they themselves think fit.

26. After reading these papers, the moderator of the Presbytery is to inquire at the

pursuers if they have any thing farther to add to the reasons of their call, or any
tiling to reply to the minister's and parishioners' answers; and if they have it, to allow
them to do it by word, but not by writing ; and after they are heard without interrup-

lion, the defendants are allowed to duply to them, being to speak last, without any
replying or farther discourse, to prevent needless altercations.

I
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27. If the pursuers desire a delay to the Presbytery's proceeding, or if any of the

reasons or answers on which much of the weight of the affair does depend, re-

quire the probation of some matter of fact, then, in these necessary cases, the

Presbytery may delay determining the process till next meeting, to receive suf-

ficient information in the matter of fact alleged : But if no such reason for a de-

lay be, the Presbytery is to proceed to deliberate upon the whole affair, all parties

being removed.

28. If the affair be intricate, and reasons on both sides weighty, after the Presby-

tery hath among themselves reasoned kinc hide, it may be fit, before the question be

put to a decisive vote, to call in both parties, and again inquire if they have any
new matter to offer, which hath not fallen under consideration in the case ; and like-

wise, that so momentous a case may be the more conscientiously gone about, it will

be fit that a minister of the Presbytery pray to God (all parties being present) that

the judicatory may be guided of God in their determination, and thereafter (paities

being removed) the question is to be put, " Transport or not," and all the members
are to give their vote distinctly, which are to be marked by the clerk, aud a member
or two taking notice of the right marking of the same.

29. If much of the weight of the affair, and that part which doth most straiten the

Presbytei'y, in giving their judgment, lie on the minister who is to be transported, his

own sentiment, he may be called before the Presbytery alone, or before two or three

of their number, and dealt with to gain him to a contented submission to their in-

tended sentence, to prevent his being crushed by it.

30. And the Presbytery, when they are going to transport any minister for the

greater good of the Church, are to be tender and condescending to the minister as to

the time when he is to remove, or to clothe their sentence with alleviating circum-

stances.

3L After sentence is passed, and all parties called in, the moderator is to show them
the care the Presbytery has taken to do justly in their proceedings, and to entreat

them all to a cheerful submission to the sentence which is to be read to them by the

clerk, who is to record the same, and the whole process, and to give extracts thereof

to those who demand it.

32. Ifany party appeal, in"the case of transportation, before the final sentence, upon
alleged injury received, the Presbytery not being conscious of the same, may proceed

to determine the affair notwithstanding.

33. All Presbyteries should endeavour not only a speedy determining a process of

transportation, but should always determine it themselves without referring the affair

to the Synod, it being a duty that the Presbytery is called to, to give their judgment
in the affairs that come before them, and nothing but insuperable hesitation of their

judgments, as to point of Ught, should occasion it.*

Sect. 6.—Of Parochial Visitations by the Presbytery.

1. It is the duty of the Presbytery to visit every congregation within the same, by

solemn visitations, which are either ordinary and in course, or extraordinary, pro re

nata.

2. The ordinary, whereby every congregational church is visited, ought to be once

a year if it can be attained, or at least this ordinary visitation should be going round

all the parishes in order, till they be visited, before others be revisited in ordinary.

3. The Presbytery is to appoint the day when the visitation is to be, and cause

intimation be made by the minister of the parish from the pulpit, immediately after the

forenoon sermon on the Sabbath, ten days preceding the day for the visitation, re-

quiring the heritors, elders, and whole congregation, to be present that day to hear

sermon ; and after that sermon, the heritors, elders, and heads of families, do attend the

Presbytery, to acquaint them with the state of that kirk and congregation in every

• Diverse Presbyteries being against the 32cl and 23d paragraplis, the consideration tiiereof is referred

to the General Assembly.

ff
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point; and particularly, if any of them have any certain knowledge of any thing amiss

in their minister, elders, deacons, precentor, session-clerk, schoolmaster, or beadle,

that they bring the same to the Presbytery.

4. The session registers are to be produced to the Presbytery before the visitation,

and given to some brethren to be revised, and they to report at the visitation.

5. The minister of the parish in all ordinary visitations is to preach that day be-

fore the Presbytery, on his ordinary text or subject he hath been preaching upon
to the people.

6. The sermon being ended, the Presbytery constituted, the minister's doctrine he

had in his sermon is first to be considered, as in the Presbyterial exercise.

7. I'he Church Bible, Confession of Faith, Acts of the General Assembly, acts

and proclamations against profaneness, and other acts and papers relative to the

Church, the session registers, and poor's box, are all to be called for, produced, and

laid before the Presbytery.

8. The Presbytery at the entry on the visitation, having removed the minister and

all belonging to the congregation, are to cause read over their actings at the last visi-

tation of that congregation, and see if what was then recommended or ordered hath

been made effectual ; and, if need be, to call in any party for information, or for cen-

sure in case of neglect.

9. If nothing arise therefrom to divert the Presbytery from the orderly method,

all parties being removed, the Presbytery are to call in the eldership and heads of

families, and to inquire at them concerning their minister, and with all gravity and
authority to charge them to declare the truth, in the following and such like questions :

—

10. The questions inquired by a Presbytery concerning a minister may be these,

and such like: Imo, Hath your minister a Gospel walk and conversation before the

people, and does he keep family worship, and is he one who rules well his own house ?

'2do, Keeps he much at home at his ministerial work, or doth he occasion to himself

distractions and unnecessary diversions therefrom ^ 5tio, Preacheth he sound doctrine,

so far as you underetand ? ito, Does he preach plainly, or is he hard to be understood

for his scholastic terms, matter, or manner of preaching? 5to, Doth he faithfully re-

prove sin, especially such as most prevail in that parish ? Qto, What time of day doth

he ordinarily begin sermon on the Sabbath, and when doth he dismiss the people ?

7 mo, Spends he in his sermon too much time in repetition of what he had before ?

8vo, Doth he visit the people and families, at least once a year, in a ministerial way,

teaching and admonishing from house to house, and doth he visit the sick when it is

needful, and pray over them ? 9no, Does he lecture and preach in the forenoon, and
preach again in the afternoon on the Lord's Day, and that both summer and winter?

lOmo, Does he read a large portion of Scripture in public, and expound the same, as

is enjoined by the Acts of the General Assembly? llmo, Does he preach catechetic

doctrine ordinarily in the afternoon ? 12/wo, Does he administer the Sacrament of

Baptism in an orderly way, when the congregation is convened, or does he it privately?

13>«o, Doth he frequently catechize his parishioners, and administer the Sacrament of

the Lord's Supper to them, and is he careful in keeping from that holy ordinance all

•who are known to be scandalous, grossly ignorant, or erroneous ? 14?no, Hath he week-

day sermons, and at them collections for the poor? 15mo, Hath he a competent num-
ber of elders, and hath he deacons in the parish distinct from elders? IGino, If there

be a magistrate in the parish for punishing vice, according to Act of Parliament ?

17?no, Doth he read termly the acts against profaneness from the pulpit? ISmo, Does
he keep sessional meetings frequently, and is he impartial in the exercise of discipline

against offenders, and is the session's diligence thereanent recorded in a book ? 1 9?;o,

if there be frequent meetings of the members of session for fasting and prayer, ac-

cording to the 7th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1699 ?

11. After these questions are asked, the minister is to be called in, and encouraged

or admunished as the Presbytery doth see cause.

] 2. If any thing censurable, and which may occasion a process against the mini-

ster, b? informed by any, then the Presbytery is to proceed according to the direc-

tions given. Sect. 7 of this same Chapter.

13. Then the elders and deacons being removed altogether, the minister and con-
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fregation be inquired concerning them, by the following and such questions:

—

\mo,

f the session be rightly constituted, and all the elders and deacons duly admitted,

according to the Acts of Assemblies ? 2do, Do they all attend Gospel ordinances and
diets of the session duly ? 3tio, Are they grave, pious, and exemplary in their lives

and conversations? ito, Do they worship God in their families? 5to, Are they dili-

gent, careful, and impartial, in the exercise of their offices ? 6/0, Do the elders visit

the families within the quarter and bounds assigned to each? 7mo, Have the elders

subscribed the Confession of Faith ? Svo, Have the elders their distinct bounds assigned

them for their particular inspection ? 9no, Are they careful to have the worship of

God set up in the families of their bounds? lOmo, Are they careful in calling for

testimonials from persons who come to reside in the parish? 11 wo, Does the session

always appoint a ruling elder to attend Presbyteries and Synods ?

14. After these questions, the eldership being called in, the Presbytery do com-
mend, exhort, admonish, or reprove, as they think needful.

15. Then the precentor, schoolmaster, and clerk of the session, who in country

congregations are generally one and the same, and after them the beadle, being re-

moved, the Presbytery is to inquire at the minister, session, and heads of families,

concerning their conversation, their exemplary walk, fidelity and diligence in their

offices, and the Presbytery are thereupon to proceed as the matter requireth.

16. After all these inquiries, the Presbytery removing the heads of fiimilies, the

ministers and elders are to be inquired concerning the congregation, with these and
such like questions :— I mo. Doth the body of the people attend ordinances duly and
timeously, and stay till the blessing be pronounced? 2f/o, Are they diligent in im-
proving the means of knowledge, and are they growing therein ? 3tio, Are they sub-

missive to public and private exhortations, and to the discipline and censure of the

Church, by admonitions and reproofs, as need requires? 4to, Do they, by their words
and actions, manifest a suitable respect to their minister and respective elders, and are

they encouraging to them in their work ? bto, Are they careful to educate their children

and servants, as well as increase themselves in the knowledge of God ? 6to, What
success hath the Gospel and labours of ministers and elders among them in convinc-

ing and converting, and building them up in their most holy faith ? 7nio, If there

be any scandals, or other vices among them, and if on the growing hand ? Svo,

What seeds of heresy, schism, or division is among them ? 9?io, How the Lord's Day
is observed ?

17. The Presbytery having got from the minister and elders an account of the

spiritual state of the congregation, and calling in the congregation, the moderator is

to direct to the body of people a word of admonition, rebuke, exhortation, or en-

couragement, as their need requireth.

18. Then the minister, heritors, session, and heads of families, being present, the

Presbytery is to inquire after the state of the church, as to its fabric, the seats there-

in, and division of the same, the churchyard dykes, the utensils of the church, com-
munion cups, cloths ; the minister's manse, if it be in repair, the(glebe and stipend ; the

salary of the schoolmaster, precentor, session-clerk and beadles, and how the commu-
nion elements are provided ; and inquiry is to be made how nuich the stipend is, of

what nature, how paid, and if there be a decreet of locality therefor.

19. If any of these be not in that order they should, the Presbytery are to deal

with the heritors and others, on whom the law layeth the providing and repairing these,

that they mayprovide the same, and are prudently to render them willing to the work,

without running needlessly to the last remedy the law alloweth, unless necessity re-

quire.

20. The Presbytery are likewise to inquire Ijeforc all, anent the state of the poor,

and whether there be any mortification and legacies for the poor, schools, or other

pious uses, and how these are secured and their interests paid, applied, and dis-

charged, and whether the collections at the church door and the poor's money be rightly

employed, and be competent to their sustenance, and if need be, the parish exhorted

to enlarge their charitv, or provide some other way for the poor.

21. Occasional visitations ofa parish are made by the Presbytery jiro re nnta, and ac-

cording to the weight of the emergency which doth occasion the visitation ; the whole
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Presbytery, or such a delegated number as the Presbytery think fit, do attend the visi-

tation.

22. All the actings and proceedings of the Presbytery at a visitation are punctually

to be recorded, and if by delegates, a report made at next meeting of the Presbytery,

and recorded both in the Presbytery and Session books.

Sect. 7.— Of Censuring of Ministers.

1. All processes against any minister who hath the charge of a congregation are

to begin before the Presbytery to which he belongeth, and not before the kirk-session

of his own parish.

2. The credit and success of the gospel, (in the way of an ordinary mean,) much
depending on the entire credit and reputation of ministers' sound doctrine and holy

conversation, no stain thereof ought lightly to be received, nor when it comes before

a judicatory ought to be negligently inquired into, or when found evident, ought to

be slightly censured.

3. And because a scandal committed by a minister hath on these accounts many
aggravations, and once raised, though it may be found to be without any ground, yet
it is not easily wiped off ; therefore, a Presbytery should exactly ponder by whose in-

formation and complaint it comes first before them, and a Presbytery is not so far to

receive the information as to proceed to a citation of a minister, or any way begin the

process until there be, 1. Some person who under his hand gave in the complaint, and
undertake to make out the libel. 2. Or, at least, do before the Presbytery undertake
to make it out, under the pain of being censured as slanderers. Or, 3. That t\\efama
clamosa of the scandal be so great, as that the Presbytery, for their own vindication,

see themselves necessitated to begin the process without any particular accuser; but the

Presbytery, in this case, should be careful first to inquire into the rise, occasion,

broachers, and grounds of this _/«;«« clamosa.

4. All Christians ought to be so prudent and wary in accusing ministers of any
censurable fault, as that they ought neither to publish nor spi-ead the same, nor accuse

the minister before the Presbytery, without first acquainting some of the most pru-

dent of the ministers and elders of that Presbytery, yea, and the minister himself, if

they can have access thereto, and their advice got in the affair.

5. Upon such a complaint brought before a Presbytery, the Presbytery having
cited the minister, if he be absent, and if the scandal alleged be some one act, is to en-

deavour to draw the minister to a confession, whereby he doth most glorify God.
6. If the minister do confess the fact, and if it be of a scandalous nature, censur-

able in others, as uncleanness, the Presbytery, whatever be the measure of his peni-

tence, even in his confession, and that to the conviction of all, is instanter to depose

him ab officio, and to appoint him in due time to appear before the congregation

where the scandal was given, for the removal of the offence by the public jjrofcssioa

of his repentance.

7. If a minister accused of any scandal, and cited to appear before his own Pres-

bytery, do absent himself by leaving the place and be contumacious, without making
an excuse or pretext, he is to be held as confessed, and not only deposed and censured

instanter with the lesser excommunication ; but if, after some time, he do not return

and subject himself to the censures of the ('hurch, he is to be proceeded against till

(he be censured with the greater excommunication.
,

8. If the minister accused do appear and deny the fact, in the Presbytery's pro-

ceeding to find the truth of the matter, all the circumstances are to be exactly can-

vassed, and the reputation of the witnesses and their hability be regarded, and duly

considered.

9. If the matter laid to the minister's charge be unsoundness and heterodoxy in his

doctrine, then great caution should be used, and the knowledge and understanding

pf witnesses much looked unto ; and withal, if the errors be not gross and striking

t the vitals of religion, and if they be not pertinaciously stuck unto, and indus-

triously and maliciously spread with a visible design to corrupt, and that the errors

2 z
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are not spreading among the people ; then lenitives, admonitions, instructioits, and fre-

quent conferences, are to be tried to reclaim without cutting off, and the advice of other

Presbyteries sought ; and unless the thing be doing much hurt. Synods and As-
semblies are to be advised with in the affair.

10. If the libel and complaint brought against a minister be a multitude of things

laid together, as several acts of negligence, and other unsuitable actions, the Presbytery,

in proceeding therein, are to have a Presbyterial visitation of that parish to which the

minister belongs, and at the said visitation are first to see if any of these things now
laid to the minister's charge were committed prior to the last Presbyterial visitation

of that parish ; and whether they were then laid to his charge ; and if they were not,

it should be tried how they come to be laid to his chai-ge now.

n. If the Presbytery find these things laid to his charge to be committed since the

last visitation, or find a satisfying reason wherefore they were not then tabled, they are

to inquire what diligence hath been used in acquainting the minister with the offence

taken at the first of these things committed by him, and how far the minister hath

been guilty of giving offence, after he knew offence to be taken.

12. It should likewise in this case be inquired, whether any of the complainers did

first in a prudent, private way, inform any of the neighbouring ministers of some of

these things committed by their minister, who is now challenged, before these of-

fences came to be so many as to merit a public and solemn trial ? And accordingly

the Presbytery is to judge.

13. If the Presbytery find upon trial the complaint to resolve on the minister's

having committed such acts of infirmity or passion, as, considering all the circumstances,

may be either remedied and the people satisfied, and no such offence taken, or at least

remain, so as to hinder the minister's profiting the people, and that the offence was
taken by the minister's own people only or mainly, then the Presbytery is to take all

prudent ways to satisfy and reclaim both minister and people, and do away the offence.

14. When he hath given the Presbytery and people satisfying demonstrations of

his penitency, he is to be relaxed fi-om the said censure of the lesser excommunica-
tion without proceeding any step to the taking off the sentence of deposition at that

time.

15. But before a minister deposed for scandalous carriage can be restored to the

exercise of the ministry, there should not only be evident a deep sorrow for sin, but

an eminently and exemplary humble walk and edifying conversation, so apparent and
convincing, _as hath worn out and healed the wound the scandal gave ; and hath

likewise created in the minds of the godly an earnest desire to have him rendered

useful again.

16. Immediately on the back of a minister being deposed by the Presbytery, the

sentence is to be intimated in his congregation, the church declared vacant, the

planting thereof with another minister hastened, and never delayed on the expecta-

tion of his being reponed, it being almost impossible that ever he can prove useful in

that parish again. See Act General Assembly, February 13, 1645, Sess. ult. there-

anent; as also, Act August 2, 1641, Sess. 8, against sudden receiving deposed mini-

sters.

Sect. 8.— Of Appeahfrom a Kirli-Session to the Presbytery.

1. When an appeal is brought from a kirk-session to a Presbytery, the Presbytery is

to consider, wheiher the cause is of that nature as it behoved at length to have come
to the Presbytery by the course of discipline, before the final determination thereof,

as if it be in a process of alleged adultery, or such like. Then the Presbytery, to save

themselves time, may fall upon the consideration of the affair without insisting much
upon the bene or male appellatum, though it seem to be preposterously appealed.

2. But if the cause be such as the kirk-session are the competent and proper

judges of even to its ultimate decision, and if there hath been no cause given by the

kirk-session by their breaking the rules of an orderly process, either by the course

of the process, or by the incompetency of the censure, the Presbytery is not to sustain

the appeal.
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3. If the Presb3'tery do not sustain the appeal, and find there hath been some fault,

passion, or culpable mistake in the appellant, the Presbytery is to inflict some censure,

such as a reproofbefore the Presbytery,orappoint an acknowledging of their precipitancy

before their own session, or such like, on those appealers they find to have been liti-

gious and malicious, thereby to prevent unnecessary appeals ; and that besides remit-

ting them back to the session, either to stand to the censure of the session, if it be

already inflicted, or to sist themselves during the process if it be depending.

4. If the appeal be sustained, and yet upon proceeding on the cause, the Presby-

tery find the appellant censurable, it is always to be minded, that whatever censure

be inflicted, to remove the offence the Presbytery hath taken, yet the appellant, if

found guilty, isto undergo a censure, either before the kirk-session or congregation

he belongs to, such as the Presbytery think he deserveth, else Presbyteries will be

always troubled with appeals.

5. If, on the other hand, on trial of the process, the Presbytery find the kirk-session

hath unwarrantably proceeded, either in contributing to the raising of a scandal, or

inflicting a censure, without a sufficient cause, and thereby the appellant lesed, the

Presbytery is not only to assoilzie the appellant, but to take such ways as may be

proper and effectual to vindicate the appellant's innocency, and wipe off the scandal

taken at him.

6. Herein the Presbyter'y is to exercise great prudence, doing justice to the inno-

cent, yet so as not to weaken the kirk-session's authority in that congregation, if in

justice it can be avoided.

7. But such an emergent may very well occasion the Presbytery's giving the mini-

ster and elders of that session suitable injunctions and rules to walk by, or private ad-

monitions, or to call for a repeated visitation of their session register.

8. If the appellant do not give in his appeal, with the reasons thereof, to the mode-
rator or clerk of the Presbytery, within the space of ten days after his appeal, and be

present to prosecute it the next Presbytery day thereafter, his appeal should ipso facto

cease, and the appellant be held as contumacious, and so proceeded against by the

kirli-session.

Sect. 9.— Of Beferences made by the Kirk-Session to the Presbytery.

1. The kirk-session having the opportunity offrequent Presbyteries, do oftentimes

make references to the Presbytery, which references are sometimes for advice only,

sometimes they are of the cause or process itself, and the full judgment thereanent is

entirely referred to the Presbytery.

2. These references for advice are sometimes made, that thereby the kirk-session may
get more light in the affair, and sometimes that the opinion which they have may be

fortified by the advice of the Presbytery, as persons of greater judgment and weight,

whereby the kirk-session's determination may be the more regarded.

3. These references for advice reserve always the cause in the hands of the kirk-

session, and they only sist their proceeding to a sentence till the advice be had.

4. Sometimes a kirk-session referreth a cause or process entirely to the Presbytery

to be finally determined by them, and that the kirk-session doth, either because they

find difficulty in point of light, as to what they should do, or because, though they be

clear as to what should be done, yet some prudential consideration makes them think

it not convenient that they should be the doers themselves.

5. The Presbytery receiving any such references are to give the best advice and

assistance they can to the session, thereby to fortify and support their authority, for the

bearing down of all disorders ; and if the Presbytery find that their passing sentence

or censure will have the greatest weight and most true influence, then they are to do

it, though the censure be to be intimated in that congregation the kirk-session belongeth

to, and the satisfaction taken there if it be a matter of scandal.

6. But sometimes it will fall out, that the Presbytery, even when the reference is

to determine entirely, will find it fit to refer back the determination of the aftiur to

the kirk-session, that the sentence may be their act, which should only be done, when it

will be more obliging, or for the credit of the session, that the kirk-session pass the
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sentence ; and then likewise the Presbytery should give their opinion as to what the

sentence should be.

7. All references being supposed to be matters of moment to the kirk-session,

should not only be minuted in the kirk-session register, but should be transmitted in

writing to the Presbytery, and by the Presbytery clerk the production thereof when

presented should be recorded, as likewise the Presbytery's return.

Sect. 10.—Of Censuring such Scandals which are so gross, that the Kirk-Session does

not ashsolve from, as of Adultery, §r.

1. The Presbytery being informed of a reference from a kirk-session by the mini-

ster or ruling elder from that session concerning such a scandal, is to inquire what

steps have been taken by the kirk-scssion already in the affair, if all that are requisite

for them preparatory to the Presbytery's cognisance, and if so, then the Presbytery is

to allow the party to be summoned before them.

2. Sometimes it will fall out that the process is so clear, as in case of a judicial

confession of adultery, that the kirk-session will summon the delinquent [when he is

before them] apud acta to appear before the Presbytery, without previous acquainting

the Presbytery ; but where there is any difficulty, the kirk-session should inform the

Presbytery, and take their advice before a party be summoned before them.

3. When the party or parties appear before the Presbytery, if they confess and

profess repentance, then the Presbytery having gravely rebuked the party or parties,

is to prescribe the time of the parties' public appearance in that congregation where

the process began, the scandal being there to be taken away, or remit them to the

session to receive orders thereaiicnt.

4. That the delinquents be appointed to remove the scandal in the congregation

where the offence is most flagrant, rather than in the place where it was committed,

if it be not public there, and that intimation of the removing thereof be made in

other places, if the judicatory shall find it needful.

5. Besides the rebuke which the Presbytery gives to the confessing penitent at

their first appearance before them, it is frequent and very useful that the Presbytery

appoint the penitent party to wait on some one or two of the ministers of the Pres-

bytery, who may in conference lay siii home to their consciences, and likewise, in pri-

vate draw more of the sense which the person hath of their sin, than they can expect

in words in public, and this is to be renewed as they find need.

6. If the party cited before the Presbytery deny the fact, then the Presbytery is to

follow these rules in their proceeding, given Chap. I, Sect. 4, Chap. II. Sect. 6, &c.

7. Yet the Presbytery may either lead the probation before themselves, or remit it

to the kirk-session, as in prudence they will find most convenient.

8. The Presbytery is to give advice to the kirk-session in anything they commit to

them in such an affair, especially as to the absolution of the party.

9. That it would be fit in case of adultery that the scandalous person do appear

before the Presbytery before absolution.

Sect. 11.—Of a Process in order to the highest Censure of Excommunication.

1. Since there is a distinction betwixt the greater and lesser excommunication, it

seems that whatever has been the cause of the first process, yet ordinarily all pro-

cesses that are in order to the highest censure are to be for obdurate contumacy ; and

where there is no obdurate contumacy, the lesser excommunicition needs only

have place ;
yet in some very extraordinary cases, the Church hath summarily excom-

municated persons guilty of notour atrocious scandalous sins, to show the Church's

abhorrence of such wickedness.

2. Even where there hath been a scandal committed, and contumacy by not ap-

pearing, it should be considered, if the fact hath been proven or not ; if not proven,

then the scandal hath not weight, and only the simple contumacy is to be proceeded
against, wherewith it were hard to go a greater length than the lesser excommuni-
cation.
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3. If the scandal hath been proven, and the censure of the lesser excommunication
intimated, as in the preceding overtures. Chap. I. Sect. 6, it seems most reasonable

that there be no farther proceeding, unless the scandal be of such an heinous nature,

as that offence is not removed from tender Christians, and that it is spreading and in-

fectious, as in heresies ; in -which cases, a contumacy is to be proceeded against, in

order to the greater excommunication.

4. The kirk-session having brought the process to an intimation of the censure of

the lesser excommunication ; and finding it will not be sufficient, they are to refer

the affair to the Presbytery, bringing their whole proceedings before the Presbytery,

that the Presbytery may thereby have a clear and full view of the whole affair.

5. The Presbytery finding the kirk-session hath orderly proceeded, and that the

affair is so weighty as to enter on the process, they are to cause their officer to cite

the scandalous person.

6. If the party appear, then the Presbytery is to proceed in the inquiry at the ac-

cused about the scandal alleged ; if he deny it, then they are to proceed to lead pro-

bation as in other cases.

7. But if the party appear not, but contemn the citation, the Presbytery causeth

renew the same until he hath continued three citations, and after the three citations,

that he be cited out of the pulpit, and for the further conviction of all concerned ; the

judicatory may proceed and inquire into the presumptions or probation of the guilt,

and this to be done although the delinquent be absent.

8. Then the Presbytery doth order the minister of the congregation, next Sabbath
after forenoon's sermon, to acquaint the congregation what proceeding the kirk-ses-

sion first, and then the Presbytery, had made in the affair, and how contumacious the

party was, and that the Presbytery intendeth to proceed to the highest censure, and
the minister is gravely to admonish the party, if present, to repent and submit himself

to the discipline of the Church, threatening him, if he continue impenitent, that the

Church will proceed ; yea, though he be absent, the minister is to acquaint the people

that the Church requires him to repent and submit, as is above said, under the fore-

said certification.

9. The minister of the parish is to intimate to the congregation after the forenoon's

sermon, the dangerous condition the impenitent person is in, how loath the Church
is to cut him off from the society and privileges of the faithful, and therefore to ad-
monish that pcreon to repent, amend, and submit to the discipline of the Church, in

which there should be three pubHc admonitions, and a Presbytery should intervene

betwixt each admonition, and if, after all, that person continue impenitent or contu-

macious, the same is to be represented to the Presbytery, who are thereupon to appoint

three public prayei-s, in which the minister is to show the congregation, that they are

exhorted to join with him in praj^er for the scandalous, impenitent, or contumacious
person, which he is solemnly and seriously to put up to God, humbly begging that

he would deal with the soul of the impenitent, and convince him of the evil of his

ways.

10. These public prayers of the Church are to be put up three several Sabbath

days, both to show the Church's tenderness towards their lapsed brother, their ear-

nestness to have him reclaimed, and likewise to create a greater regard and terror of

that dreadful censure, l:)oth in the party and in all the people.

11 . If, after all, the scandalous person make no application, but continue impenitent,

the Presbytery is then to appoint the minister of that congregation to intimate the

same, and to show the Presbytery's resolution to proceed upon such a Sabbath as

they shall name, for pronouncing that dreadful sentence.

12. That day being come, it were fit the minister did preach a sermon suited to

that solemn occasion, or at least after sermon, the minister should show the congrega-

tion what he is going about, introducing the narration of the process, with a discourse

concerning the nature, use, and end of Church censures, particularly that of the

greater excommunication, if he hath not done it fully in his sermon.

13. Then narrating all the steps of the process in order, showing the Church's
faithfulness and tenderness towards the scandalous person, and declaring his obstinate

impenitency, and that now, after all other means were used, there remained only that
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of cutting the scandalous person off from the society of the faithful, and intimating the

Church's warrant and order to him so to do.

14. And before the minister pronounce the sentence, he is to pray, and desire all

the congregation to join with him therein, that God would grant repentance to the

obstinate person, would graciously bless his own ordinance, and make the censure

effectual, both to edify others, and to be a mean to reclaim the obstinate sinner.

15. Then after prayer, the minister is with great gravity and authority to pronounce

the censure, showing his warrant from our Lord's command, and the Apostle Paul's

direction, and recapitulating the Presbytery's warrant in obedience thereunto, and
resuming the scandalous and obstinate person's behaviour whom he is to name. He
then, in our Lord and iVIaster Christ's name and authority, doth (in verbis de

presenti) excommunicate and exterminate him out of the society of the faithful, de-

barring him from their privileges, and in ihe words of the Apostle, delivering him over

to Satan.*

1 6. If, after prayer, and before the censure be pronounced, the scandalous person

do make any public signification of his penitency, and of his desire to have the cen-

sure stopped, the minister, upon any apparent seriousness in the scandalous person

(which he showeth to the congregation) may thereupon delay pronouncing the cen-

sure, till he report to the Presbyter}' at their next meeting, who are then to deal with

the scandalous person as they shall find cause.

Sect. 12.— Of Presbyterial Exercises.

1. It is a part of the work of a Presbytery to begin every meeting with a sermon

by one or two of the brethren, appointed by the former meeting of the Presbytery

fur that effect, and his text assigned him by the Presbytery, which is called a Pres-

byterial Exercise.

2. The half of the time allowed for this exercise is ordinarily to be taken up in

the explicatory and analytic part of the sermon, and in answering textual and criti-

cal questions and difficulties ; the other half of the time allowed is to be taken up in

raising of observations and doctrines from the text ; one of which at least is to be me-
thodically handled, the first whereof is called Exercise, and the other Addition.

3. When Presbyteries have probationers on their trials, and they come to have

that part of their trials called the Presbyterial Exercise, they will, and may allot to

one of them to have the exercise and the other the addition ; or when there is but one

probationer, one of the brethren of the Presbytery to have the other.

4. After the exercise is over, and the Presbytery met in their own meeting place,

and the meeting constituted, the censure of the exercise they have heard useth always

to be the first work of the Presbytery.

5. After the censures have passed round, the Moderator may resume the whole to

the admonishing and encouraging of the brother, as the cause requireth.

6. Besides the above exercise they used in Presbyteries frequently to have Com-
mon Heads, as they are called by the brethren of the Presbytery, in Latin, with dis-

putes ; but if it be coram populo, it should be in the vulgar language.!

7. The Presbyteries are for these exercises to choose some portion of Scripture,

and proceed orderly from verse to verse.

Skct. 13.—Of Privy Censures in the Presbyteries.

1 . In every Presbytery, at least twice a-year, and ordinarily before each Synod, there

ought to be privy censures.

2. It were fit that before any thing be brought to the Presbytery concerning any

member in the privy censure, there were previous use of more private admonition,

except in the case of open and gross scandals ; and when any offers to inform the

• Some Presbyteries desire that this 13th paragraph may be further considered.

t The expedienoy of Common Heads left to the General Assembly.
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Presbytery of any thing censurable in another, he is to be inquired whether he has

privately and in a brotherly way spoken to the member anent whom he offers to in-

form, in order to his amendment ; and at these privy censures none are to be present

but members, who are all to undergo the same.

3. In the censure of the Moderator who hath served (as is ordinary) since the last

Synod, his public behaviour as a Moderator is under the Presbytery's consideration

and censure, where, after he is removed, his carriage is inquired after, and the judgment
of every member inquired, not only for his sake, but for instruction to those who
succeed him in the office, and after he is again called in he is to be encouraged,

thanked, or admonished, as they find cause.

4. After the ISIoderator each of the brethren, one after another, are to be removed,

and but one at once ; and the Moderator is to inquire the judgment of each mem-
ber, and to take their report of their brother's carriage and behaviour, either in re-

lation to his charge or otherwise, according to the trial at the visitation of the parishes

by the Presbytery, and then he is to be called in, encouraged, commended, or repre-

hended, as they see fit, and he set in his place again.

5. After the ministers and ruling elders the Presbytery clerk is to pass these cen-

sures, and the Presbytery book again is to be inspected, and some nominated to re-

vise the minutes, (whereof the Moderator is to be one,) if the same be not already

done, that the fair clean register may be filled up, and ready to be presented to the

Synod at their next meeting.

CHAPTER IV.

OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND METHOD IN PROVINCIAL SYNODS.

Sect. 1 .— Of the Constitution and Opening of this Judicatory.

1. The Synod or Provincial Assembly is a Church judicatory immediately supe-

rior to the Presbytery, and consists of several Presbyteries met together for their

mutual help and comfort, and for managing the affairs of public concerns within their

bounds.

2. The number of Presbyteries is not determined, but the National Assembly hath

made them up of such adjacent Presbyteries as might most conveniently meet together.

3. All the ministers within the bounds of these Presbyteries do personally meet
with a ruling elder from every parish, who are ordinarily those elders that were chosen

by the Kirk-Session of every congregation to attend the respective Presbyteries the

half year pi-eceding the Synod.

4. The Synods do meet in ordinary twice every'year, at such set times as are usual.

5. The last moderator, in the morning before the Synod, doth preach a sermon to

the members suited to the occasion, and after sermon doth intimate to all the mem-
bers that they immediately repair to the Synod-house, which is ordinarily some room
or convenient place of the church.

6. When they are met the last moderator doth open the meeting with solemn

prayer, then he causeth the clerk to make up the rolls, beginning to call the members
by their several Presbyteries.

7. In doing this, it is usual to change the order of the roll every Synod, so that

the Presbytery that was first called in the roll in the former Synod is now called last,

and that which was in the second place is now called first.

8. The clerk calling the ministers according to the roll of the last Synod is to in-

quire at every minister, when he hath answered to his name, who is the ruling elder

elected by the Session of that parish to attend the Synod, and his name is to be en-

rolled, whether he be present or absent ; as likewise, at the end of calling each Pres-

bytery tlie clerk is to in([uire what ministers are ordained and settled within that

Presbytery since the last Synod, and enrol them ; and though the minister of a

parish be not present, yet the ruling elder for that Session is to be called for and
enrolled.
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9. But to gain time, the roll of each Presbytery may be presented to the clerk by
the moderator of the Presbytery, with the ruling elders therein inserted.

10. Then the moderator acquainteth the Synod that their work is to choose a new
moderator, and to facilitate the same, he proposeth to the Synod a list of two or three,

out of whom they may choose one to be moderator, and any member of the Synod
may add more to the list.

11. When the list is agreed unto, then those persons named therein are called upon,

and their own votes are required whom they would have to be moderator, and each

of them giving his vote is instantly removed during the tiiue of the members' voting.

12. When the vote is past, the last moderator causeth call in the brethren which

were removed, and intimateth to the minister elected that he is chosen moderator, who
thereupon doth immediately take the chair.

13. The new moderator being in the chair, he first (if there be a clerk to be

chosen) proposes the election of one thereby to constitute the judicatory, but if the

Synod have a fixed clerk, and he )>resent, they proceed to their business.

14. The rolls thus made up and called over, and absentees marked, the moderator

calls for the correspondents irom the neighbouring Synods, and their commissions

being read, they are to be enrolled as members having vote ; then the moderator pro-

poseth the appointment of committees of the Synod for the preparing of business for

them, and these are ordinarily named in the first Session of the Synod.

15. In the committees for overtures and bills there ought to be one at least out of

each Presbytery within the bounds of the Synod, to help each committee with the

knowledge of the state of those Presbyteries, seeing aifairs may come before them be-

longing to each of them.

16. It is most requisite that the correspondents from other Synods be chosen mem-
bers of the committee of overtures, seeing there they may be most useful.

Sect. 2.— Of the Committees of Synods.

1. A Synod being a judicatory consisting of a multitude of members, generally

above 100, and some above 200, it is very necessary that they have committees of

their own number to prepare matters to them, and to lop off unnecessary work, for

the gaining of time, and to hinder heats by public debates.

2. These committees are only to prepare and report to the Synods, and, therefore,

any affair tabled before them, though by them rejected, may be brought in in full

Synods, yet so as the member who bringeth in the affair be sure to have very much
reason or necessity for so doing.

3. All Synods may have the following committees for facilitating their work ; 1. A
Committee for Overtures ; 2. A Committee for Bills, References, and Appeals

;

3. Committees for revising Presbytery-books, who arc to meet at such times and

places as the Synods shall appoint.

4. The moderator of the Synod useth always to be both a member and moderator

of the committee of overtures, and the Synod clerk attends that committee ; all other

committees choose their own moderator and clerk.

5. Though these committees be no judicatories for decision, yet they are in a judi-

cial way constituting themselves with a moderator and clerk, passing their opinions

and reports by the plurality of votes, but they do not take depositions of witnesses,

nor examine them upon oath, unless thereto particularly empowered by the Synod.

6. What matters any of them do prepare for the Synod, their moderator or clerk

do report it to the next Session of the Synod, and the same ought to be given in

writing.

7. Each committee is to consist of ministers and ruling elders.

8. These committees may, upon occasion to facilitate their work, subcommit any

part of their work that lieth before them to a few of their own number.

9. These committees may likewise advise with one another in weighty affairs, even
before they make their report to the Synod, thereby the more to prevent debates in

affairs when laid before them.
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Sect. 3 Of the Proceedings of the Committees for Overtures.

1. This Committee in General Assemblies is counted the greatest Committee, and
in Synods it useth to consist of some of the brethren of greatest experience.

2. Before it are to be tabled all things which are desired by any Presbytery of the

Synod, or member, to be made acts and orders in the Synod, for regulating any part

of the discipline, for preventing of abuses in either discipline, worship, or govern-

ment of the Church.

3. And the consideration of the state and condition of the whole Church, within

the bounds of the Synod, is their work, how either to prevent any hazard thereto, or

forward the good thereof, in promoting piety.

4. The overtures which come from any Presbytery are to be considered in the first

place, before the overtures of the particular members.
5. This Committee is duly to consider what provision is made already by any

acts, either of General Assemblies or of the S3'nod, concerning any thing proposed,

and if a suitable remedy be already fallen upon, and care taken by the Church
before, then the Committee is there to rest, and practise what was the determi-

nation of the Church in that case, and not needlessly to multiply acts and orders,

which imply either an ignorance of what hath been enacted, or culpable negligence

in not putting the acts in execution.

6. It is much to be desired and pressed that any overture which is made may be
given in writing, to facilitate the Committee's proceedings therein.

7. Though there be some out of every Presbytery in this Committee, yet any other
member of the Synod ought to be admitted to deliver in any other overture he hath
to make.

Sect. 4.

—

Of the Proceedings of the Committees for Bills, References, and Appeals.

1

.

This Committee being met, and having constituted themselves, chosen their

moderator and clerk, are to receive all such references and appeals, petitions or

addresses, which any Presbytery or person hath, and desire to be brought in before

the Synod, which they are distinctly to read and consider, in order to their prepar-

ing them to the Synod.

2. They are to be careful to lop off all unnecessary work and business from the

Synod, and, therefore, if they can so dispatch such work themselves, as to satisfy or

silence the appealers by their advice and counsel, they may do it.

3. The references which are regularly brought before a Synod must be, for ordi-

nary, by the Presbyteries, and not from church-sessions immediately, and these re-

ferences are either for advice and counsel, or of process for decision.

4. If the reference be for advice, the committee is to consider the weight of the

case ; and withal, if they can satisfy and give such light to the Presbytery who are

referring the affair for advice, so as that they acquiesce therein, then there is no need
of bringing it in to the Synod.

5. But if both the Presbytery referring, and the committee, find it fit to take the

Synod's judgment in tJie afifair, they are to bring it in before the Synod, but yet so

prepared, as that they represent it with an overture, giving their opinion in the case,

thereby to facilitate the Synod's work ; and this is no prelimitation of the Synod's

judgment.

C. If the reference be of a process for the Synod's deciding the same, the com-

mittee is to consider, first, how it comes before them ; for in this and all other refer-

ences and appeals from a Presbytery to a Synod, the extracts thereof out of the Pres-

bytery books ;u-e first to be produced, else it is not to be regarded.

7. The committee are to consider if the parties concerned were by the Presby-

tery summoned to appear before the Synod, to answer the process, in order to deci-

sion, and if cited, they are to be called and heard.

8. In these references, as also in appeals from a Presbytery to a Synod for deci-

3 A
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sion, wherein two or more parties are concerned, all the committee's proper work is

to see that all the steps of the proceedings are regular, and, if they find it so, they

are to lay it before the Synod, without giving any other judgment than that the af-

fair Cometh orderly before the Synod.

9. If the committee find an appeal unreasonable in itself, as to the matter,

though as to the form it be orderly, they are prudently to deal with the appealers

to withdraw the appeal, lest they come to be censured for the same, and to prevent

their own being exposed, and the Synod needlessly taken up ;
wherein, if they pre-

vail, they do good to all concerned.

10. Such prudent care may and ought this committee to take of what petitions,

whether of complaints or for charity, come before them, as if they sec need to pre-

sent any of them to the Synod, they may therewith propose some overture that may

facilitate the Synod's work, which is always to be done with great submission to the

free judgment of the Synod itself.

Sect. 5.— Of the Proceedings of the Committees far the Examination of the

Presbytery Books or Registers.

1. It is a part of the Synod's work to revise the registers of the Presbyteries

within their bounds ; and because it cannot be done in a full Synod, therefore it is

fit that each Presbytery book be referred to a small committee of four or five mini-

sters, and one or two elders, to revise and examine ; and that these be out of other

Presbyteries than that to which the book doth belong.

2. This committee is exactly and diligently to read over all the sederunts of the

Presbytery, since the last time the book was revised and marked by the Synod clerk,

and are to have their animadversions, if they be considerable, in writing, to give

in to the Synod ; and they are to notice whether the Presbytery book be signed

by their moderator and clerk, according to the II th Act, General Assembly, a7ino

1698.

3. If they find their remarks material, they are to acquaint the moderator of that

Presbytery, that thereby they may get what satisfaction they can, before they give in

their animadversions to the full Synod.

4. In their revising, they are not only to notice what they think amiss in any

of their proceedings recorded, and that whether as to matter or form, but like-

wise to see if everything proper and fit to have been recorded be there exactly set

down.
5. And they are likewise to notice, by what is recorded, if the Presbytery be guilty

of any omissions, particularly in not following out processes, or other affairs, unto a

suitable period.

6. This committee is to notice, if by the book it appear that the Presbytery hath

been diligent and punctual in obeying all the acts and orders of the General As-

sembly and former Synods.

7. This committee is to give their report to the Synod of their having perused

the said register, and their remarks are to be read, and the Presbytery heard there-

anent, and then removed ; and here the privy censures of that Presbytery useth to be

made by the Synod, (as in section 7th following,) who do thereupon approve or

censure the Synod as they see cause, and record the same, according to the 9th Act

of the General Assembly, 1700.

Sect. 6.—- Of the Synod!s Proceedings in Processes.

1. All processes brought before the Synod use to come in to the same, by the

moderator or clerk of the committee for bills, references, and appeals, reporting from

the said committee the process which was first brought before them.

2. These processes may be brought in either, \st, by a bill and petition ; or, 2dly, by

a reference from the Presbytery ; or, Zdly, by an appeal from a Presbytery by any party

lesed.
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3. Sometimes a person or parish, particularly in cases of transportation of a mini-

ster sought, will think they have ground to complain to a Synod of the Presbytery's

procedure, when they have not appealed from them, and address the Synod to inter-

pose their authority, for either the more speedy dispatch of the depending process,

or to put it into another channel.

4. Here the Synod may upon this take a cognition of the Presbytery's procedure

in the process, and, if they find that the Presbytery have unduly retarded the process,

or in some preliminary gone out of the ordinary road, to the prejudice of the com-
plainers, they are to endeavour to convince the Presbytery thereof, and to give direc-

tions how to proceed for the future.

5. And sometimes, if they find the Presbytery tenacious, and find ground to

jealouse their future conduct, the Synod may adjoin to the Presbytery a certain

number of correspondents from neighbouring Presbyteries to assist them in that pro-

cess, and require them to call for these correspondents.

6. And if the affair be pressing, sometimes a Synod, though they will not take it

presently or immediately out of the Presbytery's hand, yet will appoint a Synod
pro re nata, or entrust that power to call a Synod pro re nata in the hands of the

moderator, with the advice of some few, to secure the dispatch of the affair.

7. But more frequently affairs and processes come from Presbyteries to the Synod,

by references, or sometimes for advice only, and sometimes the decision of a process

is by the Presbytery itself referred to the determination of the Synod.

8. A Presbytery will sometimes think it fit to refer for advice some weighty diffi-

cult case, and the Synod are seriously to perpend all the circumstances of the affair

;

and will find it fit, even after the committee of bills have brought the case to the

Synod, to refer the more full consideration of all the circumstances to some select ex-

perienced brethren.

9. And with them the Presbytery concerned may use a greater freedom in laying

out the intricacies of the affair, which prudence might hinder to bring before the open
and full Synod, unless the most prudent members of the Synod thought it necessary.

10. In many of those cases wherein prudence is to have the chief place in de-

termining, it should be found many times fit to give the advice rather in a private

than in a public way.

11. If the reference come firom the Presbytery for decision, then the Synod fol-

loweth the same method in considering and determining the process as in the pro-

cesses which come in before them by appeals.

12. The Synod's first step is to see what the committee hath said to it, however,

though they are not to give in their judgment in causa, yet as to its lying orderly be-

fore the Synod, they may, else they should lay it before the Synod, but cum nota, the

Synod then causeth the appeal to be read, whereby it is seen who are the parties, and
how they are sisted before them.

13. So the parties are called, who compearing, both the Presbytery appealed from,

and the adverse party to the appealers, (if there be any,) use to object against the

appeal itself, and allege that it is male appcUatum, and is not in the terms of the 8th

Act of the General Assembly, a7ino 1694, &c.

14. This ordinarily brings in a preliminary debate, which frequently obligeth the

Synod to a decision of the question, bene or 7nale appellatum, wherein the Synod used

to sustain the appeal, even though no direct act of injustice be done, the appealers

being either delayed in getting the Presbytery's sentence beyond what was necessary,

or getting another (and not in their opinion so equal a) sentence as they in justice

desired, this being thought a sufficient reason for an appeal.

15. Sometimes the Synod will sustain the appeal cum nota, where they proceed to

the cause, remembering the precipitancy or other informality.

16. The Synod having sustained the appeal, they proceed to hear the process ab

ovo, reading all the papers hinc inde, before they allow the parties to speak viva voce.

17. After all which, if there be written answers given to the appealers' reasons,

they are given in with the appeal, the Synod useth frequently, without hearing it, to

fall to the consideration of the cause.

18. But if answers be not given in, or that some new matter hath risen to clear the



372 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1705.

affair, both tlie appealers, and then the Presbytery and others concerned, are heard

viva voce in the cause.

19. The moderator ought here to keep them close to a hearing and reply, without

giving them leave to duply, and consume the S3'nod's time.

20. When the Synod come to deliberate and determine, the parties are removed;

and here the Presbytery appealed from are reckoned parties: and if the process be of

a transportation of a minister, sought to a place where there is more than one minister,

all those who are to be colleagues lo the minister, if he be transported, are looked

upon as parties, but not the rest of the Presbytery to which he is sought, though they

concurred in the call.

21. The Synod, if the aifair be of a great weight and intricacy, useth, after they

have debated and deliberated thereanent, to call in the parties to see if they have any

thing further that is new to say, before they come to a decision, and then causeth one

of the members pray for light and guidance of God in their vote, which, when done,

and parties removed, they come to a decision by vote.

22. If the affair be a transportation of a minister, and both the parishes where he is,

and that to which he is sought, be within the bounds of the same Presbytery or Synod,

in that case, the sentence of these judicatories should take effect and be obeyed

;

seeing these judicatories are equally concerned in both parishes, and may be thought

fittest to judge both of the disproportion of the parishes, and the suitableness of the

person called for either of these places
;
yet there is hberty of appeal to superior judi-

catories allowed to any who think themselves Icsed, in order to have redress, by taking

off the sentence, or censuring the judicatory complained of, if they be found to have

malversed ; but if any be found to appeal or complain unnecessarily they should be

severely censured. See the 6':h Act, General Assembly, 07)7^0 1694.

Sect. 7.—Of the rrivij Censures of Preshyteries.

1. It is a part of the Synod's work to keep a watch over one another, and for that

end to have privy censures of Presbyteries each Synod, and ordinarily at the close of

the Synod, or when the report anent the Presbytery book comes in.

2. At these censures the Synod useth to remove all persons, except the members of

the Synod, from being present, that the members may speak the more freely; and that

because several things come there to be inquired into which are not fit to bring to

public, at least till maturely considered.

3. At these censures each Presbytery are removed by themselves, and all its mem-
bers present, both ministers and elders, beginning at the Presbytery which was first

called in the roll during that Synod.

4. The moderator of the Synod doth likewise remove with his own Presbytery, and
the last moderator of the Synod belonging to another Presbyterv doth take the chair.

5. When the Presbytery is removed, the moderator of the Synod useth to inquire

at the Synod, if any have heard of the behaviour of that Presbytery, or any member
thereof, that it was in any thing offensive, either in their personal walk or doctrine,

or in the exercise of any part of their ministerial office, or in the exercise of Church
discipline in Kirk-Sessiors or in the Presbytery. These, and such hke things, the

moderator doth not only inquire in general of the whole Synod, but he doth more
particularly inquire by name at some of the brethren of the Presbyteries next ad-

jacent to the removed Presbytery.

6. At this time it is usual and proper to the Synod to call for the committee's re-

port, which was appointed for the revising the register of that Presbytery, inquiring

at the moderator of that committee what they have observed censurable in their book
(>;• register? What is not recorded which should have been inserted ? What is recorded
which is irregular or unsuitable ? ;

7. According as the Synod finds these reports, so their moderator doth behave to

the Presbytery when called in; if nothing but a savoury report of it, and of their dili-'

gence, faithfulness, and harmony, amongst themselves, and successfulness in the work
of the Gospel, then the moderator doth, in the Synod's name, encourage and com^
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mend them, bless God on their account, and exhort them to go on in their Master's

service.

8. If there hath been any thing informed which is any way amiss, the moderator

doth inform the Presbytery called in thereof; and if it be any thing alleged to have

been done in or by the Presbytery itself, then the moderator of that Presbytery useth

to answer, informing the Synod of that affair, which, if it take off the accusation, the

Synod rests satisfied.

9. But if the Synod do not rest satisfied, then, after a full hearing, the Synod gives

their opinion and orders to that Presbyter}-, as the case requires.

10. If the accusation concern any particular member of the Presbytery or session,

then the moderator of the Synod doth inform the Presbytery thereof ; and the mode-
rator of the Presbytery having given an answer, showing their diligence in it, or igno-

rance of it, do receive the Synod's advice and instructions how to behave themselves.

11. Here, likewise, in this case, first, the person accused hath liberty and occasion

to answer for himself, though the case be not taken by the Synod to be determined,

but only inquired into, that thereby they may know what care the Presbytery has

taken therein.

12. At their privy censures, likewise, the minutes of the former Synod's censures of

that Presbytery are to be read, thereby to see if any thing was committed to them,
and their diligence called for.

13. The moderator of the Synod doth likewise inquire at the Presbytery called

concerning the state of that Presbytery—what vacancies are therein—what diligence

they are using to get them supplied—what difficulties the Presbyteries meet with in

their endeavours to plant church vacancies ;—how frequent the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper is administered in the congregations in their bounds—and what bursars

of theology they do entertain—how the acts and orders of the Assemblies, especially

of the immediately preceding General Assembly, are put in execution—what num-
ber of Papists or other heretics are in their bounds, and what means are used to sup-
press and prevent the same—what discipline is exercised against profaneness and
scandalous persons, especially those of any note and quahty ? and such like questions ;

and according as the censures are, so the Synod doth either commenil, advise, ad-
monish, or rebuke and censure.

14. After the first Presbytery hath passed their censure, and they set in their places,

then the next, and so round, every Presbytery is removed, the rest judging and censuring.

Sect. 8.

—

Of the Closing of the Synod.

1. All affairs which lie before the Synod being considered, before they dissolve

they take notice of the attendance of those sent by them to attend other Synods, and
of correspondents from other Synods to them, and makes choice of persons to corre-

spond again with other Synods ; and then the whole minutes of all the sederunts of
that Synod are read, and the moderator ordered to see that the clerk fairly record
their acts and proceedings in the register, which the moderator is to sign, and the

clerk likewise, and the same ordered to be presented to the next General Assembly,
according to the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1698.

2. Then the Synod doth nominate and appoint the time and place of meeting to

the next Synod.

3. The roll of all the absentees are marked and recorded, in order to be censured by
the next Synod.

4. The moderator doth close the Synod with solemn prayer and thanksgiving.

CHAPTER V.

OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND METHODS IN GENERAL ASSEMBLIES.

Sect. 1.— Of the Constitution and Opening of this Judicatory.

1. The General Assembly is a judicatory superior immediately to all S^'nods, and,
being National, is the supreme ecclesiastical judicatory in this National Church.
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2. The time and place of meeting of the General Assembly is such as was appointed

by the former, except when they meet pro re nuta, or that the supreme magistrate do
call the same to consult therewith.

3. This judicatory is constituted of ministers and elders delegated from each Pres-

bytery within the Church, each Presbytery being allowed to commission two, three,

four, or more, proportionally to the largeness of the Presbytery, so that they delegate

not less than a sixth part, nor more than a fifth part of the ministry, according' to the

5th Act of the General Assembly, 1694.

4. Each of the imiversities of the kingdom used to commission one of the profes-

sors or members of their university, being either a minister or ruling elder, who is

thereby likewise a member of the Assembly.

5. The day before the Assembly meet, the commissioners nominated are to give in

their commissions to the clerk of the Assembly, that thereby the roll of the members
may be drawn up against the time they meet, according to the 8th Act of the Gene-
ral Assembly, anno 1698.

6. The day of meeting being come, the members being met, the moderator of the

last Assembly doth preach to the Assembly a sermon suited to the occasion, after

which he doth from the pulpit intimate to the members of the Assembly to rejDair to

the Assembly- House.

7. When the members of the Assembly are met in the Assembly-House, the last

moderator doth take the chair, and open the Assembly with prayer.

8. After prayer, the moderator ordereth the clerk to call the rolls, and begins with

the Synod which in the former Assembly was called in the second place, leaving the

Synod which was then first called now last, by which rotation the equality is better

preserved.

9. At the calling of each Presbytery the commission is read, and in case there be
any difficulty in any commission, or controversy concerning it, it is referred to a com-
mittee of controverted commissions to try and report.

10. Their commissions being read, their next work is to choose a moderator, which
they fall to do immediately that same session, if some particular contingent reason

move them not to delay.

11. The moderator is chosen out of a leet made up by the old moderator, naming
three of the Assembly, with freedom to any member of the Assembly to add if the

Assembly think fit.

12. When the leet is agreed to, those named in it are removed, and as they re-

move, do give their votes in election of some one or other of those upon the leet.

13. The votes being carefully marked, on whom by majority of votes the election

doth fall, he is declared moderator ; and he and the others being called in, the old

moderator doth declare the minister chosen to be moderator, and caUing him to the
chair, he doth immediately take his place.

14. The new moderator being now in the chair, his first work is to mind the As-
sembly to choose a clerk, if there be not a fixed one ; and then to choose their com-
mittees, which useth to be done that same first session, especially the committee for

overtures, and another for bills, references, and appeals.

15. It hath been the laudable custom of the Assemblies at their first sederunt to

set apart the next day for prayer in the Assembly-House, for a blessing on their meet-
ing and actings, and to adjourn the Assembly for two or three days, that both prayer
may be gone about, and committees may sit, in the meantime, to prepare the work
for the Assembly.

16. In adjourning the Assembly from one session to another, it should always be
done so as that time may be allowed for committees to meet to prepare business for

the Assembly, that no session be without work prepared for them.
17. The moderator, before the rising of the Assembly, doth not only intimate the

time of the meeting of the next Assembly, but likewise of the several public commit-
tees, and the beadle or officers do publish the same at the door of the Assembly-
House.
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Sect. 2.— Of the Committees of the General Assembly.

1. The General Assembly consisting of so great a body of members, and the affairs

which come before them being of the greatest and most universal concern to the

whole Church, makes committees very necessary.

2. And though committees have no negative over the Assembly, yet no business

ought to come in directly to ^the Assembly till it be proposed to and prepared by
some committee to whom it properly belongs.

3. The ordinary committees used in Assembhes are, 1. The Committee for Over-

tures ; 2. The Committee for References, Bills, and Appeals ; 3. The Committee

for Elections and Commissions ; 4. The Committees for Revising Synod Books and

Registers, and of Commissions of General Assemblies; 5. A Committee for Cen-
suring of Absentees, and nominating Ministers to preach before the King or Queen's

Commissioner if present.

4. The moderator of the Assembly is always moderator of the Committee of Over-

tures, and the principal clerk of the Assembly doth attend it ; and the other committees

doth choose their moderator and clerk, but the sub-clerk of the General Assembly
doth attend the Committee for Bills, &c.

5. As the Assembly finds its business, so it may, for dispatch of the same, commit
the preparing of any particular affair to a new committee to be ajipointed by the As-
sembly, and that sometimes even after the business hath been tabled before the As-

sembly by some committee, when the Assembly finds difficulty therein.

6. And likewise, any committee of the Assembly may sub-commit any overture or

affair which comes before them to a few of their ovvn number, to prepare it for their

own more easy consideration and preparation of it for the Assembly.

7. It is very reasonable and frequent in important and difficult cases for the As-
sembly, after they have first heard an affair brought before them from a committee,

to remit it back to the same committee, and to desire any of their members, who are

difficulted as to their judgment therein, to repair to that committee, that they may
there debate the matter freely, with less danger and more decorum, than to altercate

and debate in plain Assembly.
8. As the judgment and opinion of a committee which they may propose in any

affair they prepare for the Assembly, is nowise to preclude the Assembly from its full

freedom, so it doth not even tie up the votes and judgments of those members of the

committee who voted for giving such opinion to the Assembly, to continue in the

same sentiments, if the reasonings in plain Assembly do convince them to be of

another mind, seeing they may receive further and new light, and walk conform

thereunto.

9. All committees of Assemblies are to consist of members of several Synods, and
in the more numerous committees some out of every Synod.

10. All committees of Assemblies are to consist both of ministers and ruling elders.

1 1. All reports from committees are to be given in to the Assembly in writing.

Sect. 3.— Of the Proceedings in the Committee of Overtures.

1. This being the most considerable committee of the Assembly, some of the most

prudent members fittest for foresight and deliberation of what is fit to be brought to

the Church as an act, rule, and constitution, are to be nominated in this committee,

2. The first work of this committee, in ordinary, ought to be the inquiry into the

opinion and judgment of the several Presbyteries, as to what passed in the last preced-

ing Assembly as to overtures, that thereby the several Presbyteries of the Church might

have opportunity to consider ripely of the same, and send their opinion to the As-

sembly.

3. If this committee find they have not sufficient information from their own mem-
bers, which useth to be one at least from every Presbytery in the Church, the com-
mittee is to call for more members out of every Presbytery, thereby to know exactly

the sentiments of the Presbyteries as to those overtures passed in the last preceding

Assembly.
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4. If this committee find the plurality of the Presbyteries against any of the over-

tm-es passed by the former Assembly, the committee cannot prepare that overture to

the Assembly, to be by them passed as a binding rule and constitution to the Church.

See the 9th Act of the General Assembly, 1697.

5. But if this committee, by the opinion of the Presbyteries sent by their commis-

sioners, find light how to solve their objections, or to explain cr alter the overtures

made, so as it may appear to them that the overture may pass when amended, and

the matter seem of weight and use, this committee may prepare the same to the As-

sembly as a new overture, to be by them passed and transmitted again to the several

Presbyteries for their consideration.

6. If the committee in this inquiry find that many Presbyteries have neglected to

take under their consideration these overtures made the last Assembly, that is not to

hinder the committee to proceed in preparing these overtures into acts, to be con-

sidered and passed in the Assembly ; and if the committee shall find those Presbyteries

who took the same under their consideration to be for them, and that the major part

of the Presbyteries be for it, they are to report the same, but the number of members
of each Presbytei-y should be seriously considered.

7. If the committee in this inquiry find the smallernumber of the Presbyteries who
have considered the overtures to be against passing of the same, though the com-

mittee thereby are not bound to sist from preparing the same into acts, yet they should

and ouo-ht deliberately to consider the weitjlit of the reasons which induced these

(though smaller) number of Presbyteries to be agauist the overtures, which may in-

duce them likewise to lay aside thoughts of the same.

8. It belongs likewise to this committee to consider all overtures for new acts and

rules to be brought in before them by any Presbytery, or other particular persons,

and to prepare the same for the Assembly as overtures.

9. It belongs also to this committee to make inquiry how the acts of former As-

semblies have been obeyed and put in practice, and to make overtures thereanent.

10. It belongs to this committee to hear and consider the general grievances of the

Church, and to propose to the Assembly remedies for the same.

11. And in effect, the state of the Church is under the consideration of this Com-
mittee, and what is fit to be done by the Assembly, in order to the advantage of the

Gospel, is to be by this committee proposed to the Assembly.

Sect. 4.— Of the Proceedings of the Committeesfor Bills, References, and Appeals.

1. This committee being very considerable, some of the most prudent members,

fittest for discipline, and most accurate in the punctual exercises thereof, and known
in all the forms of proceeding, are to be nominated on this committee.

2. This committee makes no work to themselves, but only receives all references or

appeals, or petitions, and bills directed to the Assembly.

3. These references come properly from the several Synods, whether for advice or

of a process for decision ; in managing and preparing whereof, this committee are to

act as hath been directed in the Committee of Bills in Synods, in relation to other

references from Presbyteries, Chap. IV. Sect. 4.

4. And such likewise should be this committee's method in preparing appeals,

which most properly come from Synods to the Assemblies, as is there directed.

5. But as appeals are allowed from a Presbytery to a General Assembly, in case it

fall out to meet before the next Synod of that bounds, so references may be admitted

to the General Assembly from the Presbytery, in the same case of the Assembly's in-

tervening.

6. Yet neither appeal nor reference from a kirk-session to an Assembly, per saltum,

is to be admitted.

7. This committee uses to cause enrol affiiirs and to consider the same, according

to the order of tabling thereof, (except in some extraordinary cases ;) which is a great

ease to those concerned, and prevents debates anent preference in discussing affairs

;

and, besides, it frees parties of much needless attendance.
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8. As the committee in Synods, so much more in Assembhes, ought to study to lop

oiF all unnecessary business from the Assembly, which they may do when they find

either some gross escape in bringing the affiiir to the Assembly, or ofno need, use, or ad-

vantage to bring the business to public, by dealing with the parties concerned to let

it fall, and to satisfy them privately in the committee ; but if those concerned will not
be persuaded to lay it aside, the committee should transmit the same with their opi-

nion to the General Assembly.

9. This method will have frequent success in laying by many idle, impertinent

bills, petitions, and addresses to Assemblies, which, if publicly read, would necessi-

tate the Assembly to inflict censures on the addressers, and which is therefore better

prevented.

10. In petitions and addresses it may facilitate the Assembly's work, and nowise
impeach upon their freedom, for this committee to give their opinion what answer the

same should have : and either hint the reason of their opinion in the written report

the committee makes, or for theh moderator to show the same to the Assembly speedily

to give them liffht.

11. When this committee hath prepared any affair to the Assembly, it is the part

of the moderator, or clerk of the committee, to acquaint the Moderator of the As-
sembly thereof, before it be brought in plain Assembly ; and all processes or other

papers to be considered by the General Assembly, should be delivered to the clerk

in the intervals betwixt the diets of the Assembly's meeting, according to the 7 th act

of the General Assembly, 1 694.

Sect, b.—Of the Proceedings of the Committeesfor Synod Books, and the Commis-
sions offormer Assemblies.

1. It being a part of the General Assembly's work to visit Synod books, the As-
sembly useth in the beginning to call for these books from the commissioners of the

Presbyteries in the bounds of the said Synods, and appoint a committee of some few
brethren out of other Synods to revise the several books.

2. These Committees are carefully to observe the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th direc-

tions given to the committees of Synods for revising Presbytery books, Chap. IV.
Sect. 5.

3. And the General Assembly being the greater and more solemn judicatory, these

committees are to be more cautious as to what they bring publicly before the As-
sembly of their animadversions ; imprudent publishing whereof, in any thing which
may be otherwise remedied, being always prejudicial to the Church ; and, therefore,

the members of the Synod to whom the work belongs, moderator and clerk, or such
of them as can be had, should be present at the revising of their book, or at least

heard as to any remarks that may be made, before the same be brought into the Ge-
neral Assembly.

4. Seeing there can be no private censures of Synods in a General Assembly, the

commissioners being from Presbyteries, not Synods ; and that only a small number
of the members of a Synod arc present, these committees may bring in their report

so soon as they are ready to the Assembly, and not leave them all to the close of the

Assembly.

5. It is likewise a part of an Assembly's work for revising of the records of the com-
missioners appointed by the former Assembly ; or of any other Assembly not yet ap-

proven, and that committee is to proceed as the other above committee, taking still

the more narrow inspection, as they are of more universal concern and greater

weight.

Sect. 6.— Of the General Assembli/s Methods of Proceedings.

1. The General Assembly being constituted, and its committees having prepared

the work for it, they fall to prosecute the same in full Assembly, whereof the Mo-
3 B
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lerator doth first give an account of what the Committee of Ovei'tures have
' ft

pre-
pared for the Assembly,

2. Yet so, as hiiewise daily bills and processes, prepared by the Committee of

Bills, and affairs from other committees, may be called for, and brought in according
to the weight and necessity of these affairs, and conveniency of the Assembly.

3. When any thing is proposed by the Committee of Overtures, in order to its

•being made an act, rule, and constitution of the Church, the Assembly uses deliberately

to weigh and reason the equity, conveniency, and expediency of the proposal.

4. If the Assembly be clear in these, it is to be considered whether any former
Assembl}' hath determined any thing concerning that matter, and if there be any act

already made, then it is not only needless but inconvenient to multiply acts.

5. Yet so, that if the acts be obsolete, the rene\ving thereof, with any new amend-
ment or addition, may be proper for the consideration of the Assembly.

6. In renewing any act of the former Assemblies, the Assembly is duly to consider

the circumstances of the Church at the time when it was made, which may be called

for the act in that dress in which it passed ; and if the present circumstances of the

Church do not quadrate with the former, the act, if it be found necessary to be re-

vived, is to be renewed in such a manner as may best suit the present exigency and
juncture.

7. Due consideration of all the circumstances of the Church, and ordering all their

acts, with a reference thereunto, is absolutely necessary for a faithful and prudent
Assembly, and will require alterations in methods and rules of prudence, without
any imputation of unfaithful receding from the commendable practice of predecessors.

8. What is proposed in the form of an act from the Committee of Overtures is to

be considered by the Assembly, and that not only whether it be reasonable or not,

but whether it was proposed and passed by the former Assembly as an overture,

and by them committed to the consideration of the several Presbyteries of this

Church.

9. And if it was remitted or not, the Assembly is not only to inquire if the Com-
mittee of Overtures did distinctly try at the brethren of all the different Presbyteries

of the Church what their Presbyteries' opinion was therein ; but though the com-
mittee hath done that, yet the Assembly is at least to give leave and opportunity to

the commissioners from any Presbytery to inform the Assembly of the judgment of'

their Presbytery in the affair.

10. In the Assembly's making the culcula whether the more general opinion of all

the Presbyteries hath been for the overtures passing into an act, no other consideration

is to be had of those Presbyteries who neglected to consider the overture at all, or to

instruct their commissioners thereanent, than to look on them as 7ion liquets ; and so,

likewise, in case any Presbytery do not send their commissioners to the Assembly, or

that they be not present.

IL When the Assembly hath made the computation, that it find that the plurality

of the Presbyteries, who have taken the overtures under consideration, do relish the

same, yet if any considerable number of Presbyteries do not only not relish it, but if

some of them Ije stiff and peremptory in their dislike or refusal, the Assembly is

wisely to consider whether the grieving a fewer number of Presbyteries maj' not be

more prejudicial to the Church tiian the pleasing a greater number, and rather delay

the passing an act that may be grievous to some.

12. And this is to have the greater weight if the overture desired to be made an

act may without considerable prejudice be delayed, and that the Assembly find tha t

those Presbyteries who are reluctant be unclear in point of hght ; an Assembly
being always called to be compassionate to tender consciences.

L3. Though the Assembly find no such difficulty from the opinion Presbyteries

generally give, yet it is to be considered if any encroachment hath arisen, or be by
any proposed, which hath not occurred to the several Presbyteries, if it be found to

be material, the act is to be delayed or laid aside, though they have the consent of

the several Presbyteries to pass it.

14. That even albeit the instructions of the commissioners from the several Pres-

byteries be to pass the overtures, yet these instructions, which are negative, are to
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have greater weight with comtnissionci's than those that are positive ; and commis-
sioners in this arc to walk according to their own light, their votes being personal.

I 5. Though no such difficulties do occur on the reading of the act, or be by any pro-

posed, yet the Assembly should, for the greater solemnity, and to evidence the full

<leliberation, after reading one day, let the act proposed and debated lie on the table

till another sederunt, according to the IGth act of the General Assembly, 1700, that

nothing of precipitation may be alleged in the Assembly's exercise of their power.

16. If the act j^ass ncmine contradicenie, that unanimity is to be marked and re-

corded by the clerk.

17. No such act is to pass without a solemn and distinct vote, by calling the full

roll of the Assembly.

18. If an overture be proposed to be transmitted to the several Presbyteries, the

Assembly is to take it under their serious consideration, and to deliberate upon it

with the same concern as if it were to pass for a standing and binding rule, and that

the rather, because, when once an overture is passed in an Assembly, it will be reputed

to be in some measure the judgment of the Church, and the Church will meet with

the same reflections as if it were made an act.

19. In considering these overtures, the Assembly should make them as complete

and clothed with all the provisions, limitations, explications, or restrictions, that they

would desire the act itself to have, that after it hath been remitted to the consideration

of the several Presbyteries, and returned approven to the ensuing Assembly, it may
not be found in any part defective, and therefore tempt that Assembly either to lay

it wholly aside or add some new thing to it, which had not been remitted to the con-

sidercftion of the Presbyteries, which is always to be carefully seen to.

20. These overtures passed in the Assembly are always to be printed, that thereby

they may be published, and in the title to bear not only the title they are to bear

when acts, drawn from the subject-matter, but that they are overtures remitted to be

considered by Presbyteries.

21. It may fall out that overtures are made in an Assembly that come not from

the Committee of Overtures, as when an overture hath been made in the Committee
of Overtures, and by them rejected, and yet the proposers resolve to know the As-
sembly's mind thereanent, or when any member, on occasion of any affair which heth

before the Assembly, doth, when it occurreth, mention a new overture as relating

to the subject in hand. In this last case the Assembly ought to remit it to the con-

sideration of the Committee for Overtures without any farther debate about it.

22. But if the former fall out, the Moderator of the Assembly, upon the overtui-es

being proposed which were rejected in the committee, is to give account of the reasons

which moved the committee so to do, which, if they satisfy the Assembly, the pro-

poser is to acquiesce, but if they do not satisfy, and that any member of the Assem-
bly second the overture, it is to be maturcl}' weighed.

23. Though no committee have a negative, yet the Assembly in this case will find

it fit to remit the farther consideration and preparation of that overture for the As-

sembly, either to the Committee of Overtures, or to a particular committee whom for

that end they may appoint.

24. The Assembly, in their proceeding concerning any jirocess which is brought

from the Committee of Bills, doth follow the same method which Synods take, Chap.

V. Sect. 6 ; and so likewise they may do when the process comes by a reference, as

is directed in that same section.

25. The Assembly will sometimes, on occasion of any complaint of the remiss

execution of any act of former Asseml)lies, find it sufficient that the moderator, in

the name of the Assembly, do exhort all to amend what is neglected, without making

any new act thereanent, unless what is complained of be growing and of dangerous

consequence.

26. If acts be neglected, and growing to a disuse, that danger is both to be prevent-

ed and remedied by fortifying the former, not only by a renewal, but by adding

more severe censures.

27. A General Assembly may have business frequendy laid before them by the

King or Queen, either communicated to them by the King or Queen themselves, or
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by a letter, or by their High. Commissioner, representing their royal person and

authority in the Assembly.

28. if by a letter, which is to be opened and read with all honour and respect

in plain Assembly, and then the Assembly uses to remit the consideration or answer-

ing of the same to the Committee of Overtures, or to nominate a particular committee

for that effect, which usually brings in a draught thereof to the Committee for Over-

tures, and they use to prepare it farther, and transmit it to the General Assembly.

29. When the committee brings in the draught of an answer to the King's or

Queen's letter to the Assembly, it is tliere considered and amended, if need be, and,

being passed by a vote, is signed in plain Assembly by the Moderator in their presence

and name, and at their appointment, and this as soon as can be.

30. If, on the consideration of the said letter, the Committee of Overtures bring in

any overtures in answer to the contents of that letter, they are considered by the

Assembly ut supra.

31. And so, likewise, are any affairs which are laid before the Assembly by the

supreme magistrate, or the High Commissioner.

32. And it falleth out frequently that letters from other persons or judicatories,

and sometimes from foreign churches or divines, doth furnish work for the Assembly's

consideration, which are all to be suitably pondered and discussed.

33. The Assembly hath likewise frequent occasions to address and make repre-

sentations, and give several recommendations to the King or Queen, and some civil

judicatories, and those in the government.

34. In these and all other their actings the Assembly are to be very exact and

cautious, and keep within their own proper sphere, not meddling with things that do

not belong to them in an ecclesiastical manner.

I

Sect, 7.—Of the Commissions appointed hy General Assemblies.

1. It is very ordinary for Assemblies to find a necessity to remit several processes

which come before them to a Commission, either for their weight craving greater

time to deliberate, or because of some circumstance in the affair requiring some de-

lay, or because the Assembly find it not convenient to stay together so long as to

overtake them all. But it should be considered, if it may not be more expedient, that

the Assembly determine in cases of appeals from Synods where they have been una-
nimous in their sentence, than to refer the final decision to a Commission, who may
be of a smaller number than the Synod.

2. The Commissioners of the General Assembly can never have the power of the

Assembly lodged in them, as to making acts, in any case, though they may have the

I'ipening and preparing of rules and constitutions for an ensuing Assembly.

3. It is frequent that they have the ultimate and final determination of processes

for transportation of ministers, for censures, or such like, communicated to them from

the Assenibl3', and from whose sentence in these tliere is no appeal to the ensuing

Assembly, though a complaint may be tabled before the next Assembly, against the

Commission's proceedings, for which the Commission may be censured, if the Assem-
bly find they deserve it.

4. All such Commissions ought to consist of ministers and elders, not only out of

the different parts and Synods of the Church, but some out of every Presbytery, that

there may be no ground of complaint, that some parts of the Church are not repre-

sented therein.

5. These Commissions use to be ordered to meet monthly, both for dispatch of

affairs, and likewise ne quid detrimenti Ecclesia capiat, or any emergency, vet so as the

more weighty and considerable business use to be delayed till their quarterly meet-

ings ; and it is generally thought fit that their power continue till the meeting of the

ensuing Assembly. And no Commission ought or can be granted by an Assembly
to continue any longer than till the meeting of the next Assembly.

6. The Commission of the General Assembly is always not only to be subject to

the censure of the next ensuing Assembly, but likewise the proceedings and register
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of their actings are to be cognosced by a committee of the ensuing Assembly, that
upon their report, the Assembly may approve or annul their actings, though no par-
ticular complaint be made by any person Icscd by them.

7. The Commission, in affairs committetl to them for decision, are to proceed
in the same method and way which Assemblies take in trying and judging any
affair.

8. It is the frequent work of Commissions to take care to see that due regard be
had, and obedience given, to tlie actings and resolutions of the former Assemblies,

particularly the last.

9. They are frequently required to give advice, and sometimes assistance to Synods
and Presbyteries, in urgent and difficult cases, and sometimes for that end, to send
some of their number to several parts of the Church, as they are allowed to do by the
Assembly who did commission them.

10. If the Assembly do not appoint their moderator and clerk to attend them in

these stations, they may nominate tlieir own moderator and clerk.

11. All such Commissions are to be diligent and careful to keep within the bounds
of their Commissions, though sometimes, on extraordinary occasions, they have given
advice, or done some act of necessity for the present good of the Church, and which
could admit no delay, which an ensuing Assembly hath approven of.

12. But herein Commissions should take care and be sure that it be in materia ne-

cessaria, and that their resolution be clearly the known mind of the Church ; and
that therein they take all the advice they can get of their brethren, and judicatories

of the Church, though not of their number.

Sect. 8.

—

Of the Closing of the General Assemhlif.

1. All the affairs which the Assembly could overtake being brought to a close,

some few brethren are to be nominated to assist the moderator and clerk in revising

the minutes and proceedings of that Assembly, before the same be recorded in their

registers, and to determine what of their acts are fit to be printed, and to give orders

thereanent; and then the moderator causeth read the minutes of the last sederunt,

which being done, he may discourse to the Assembly concerning the good Providence
of God, that brought them together, and in allowing them the countenance and pro-

tection of the supreme magistrate, and this he is to signify the Assembly's sense of,

and then the moderator is to exhort the brethren to faithfulness, loyalty, and dili-

gence in their station, and such like,

2. The moderator having understood the mind of the Assembly, as to the parti.,

cular time and place of the next Assembly's meeting, he doth, in their name, repre-

sent the same to the King or Queen, or their Commissioner, if present, and, upon
their agreeing thereto, it is to be recorded by the Assembly's order.

3. Then the moderator closeth the Assembly with solemn prayer, singing of Psalms,

and pronouncing of the blessing.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MARCH 29, 1705.

I.

Sess. 1, March 29, 1705.— The Queen's Commission to William Marquis of Annan-
dale, produced and ordered to be Recorded.

The General Assembly of the ministers and ruling elders of this National Church,
being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by the Right Honourable

l^v
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William Marquis of Annandale, principal Secretary of State, her jMajesty's commis-

sion, under the Great Seal of this kingdom, appointing him her Majesty's High

Commissioner and representative in this National Assembly ; which commission being

pubhcly read with all duq honour and respect, the General Assembly ordained the

same to be recorded in their registers, the tenor whereof follows :
—

" Anna," &c.

IT.

Eadem Sessions Her Majesty's ffradons Letter to the General Assembly.

Her Majesty's High Commissioner presented the Queen's most gracious letter

directed to this General Assembly, which was pubhcly read with all due honour and

respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, the tenor

whereof follows :

—

Anne, K..

Right Reverend and well-beloved.

We greet you well. We are very well satisfied with the accounts we have had of

the dunful and moderate proceedings of former Assemblies, and, therefore, we do

most willingly countenance your meeting at this time. We doubt not but you will

improve this opportunity for promoting of piety and religion, discouraging vice and

immorality, and preserving good order in the Church, in all which you shall have our

hearty concurrence.

We do earnestly recommend to your care the planting of the vacant Churches

with pious and learned ministers, especially in the Highlands and Islands. And it

will be worthy of your serious consideration, to make a right distribution of those

libraries which have been so piously mortified for the Churches in those parts. We
have ordered the charges of transporting them to be paid out of our Treasury, and

nothing shall be wanting on our part for encouraging so pious a design. We have

appointed our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin and councillor, William Mar-

quis of Annandale, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, whose abilities

and fitness to discharge this trust will (we doubt not) render him acceptable to you.

Him we have fully instructed in what may be further necessary ; and, therefore, you

may give him entire trust and credit. We doubt not but you will proceed with your

usual moderation and unanimity ; and assuring you of our firm resolutions to main-

tain the estabhshed government of the Church, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 9th day of March 1705, and of our reign

the 4th year.

By her Majesty's Command,

Seafield.

Directed—To the Right Reverend the Moderator, Ministers and Elders, of the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

ni.

Sess. 3 March 31, 1703.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the QueeiiLS gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We have received with all thankful acknowledgments the expressions your Majesty

is pleased to make in your gracious letter, of your satisfaction with the proceedings

of our former Assemblies, and the assurance you give us of your royal favour and

countenance in our present meeting, which do not only obhge us, but we trust,
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through the blessing of God, shall enable us to improve this opportunity for the great
and good ends proposed.

Your Majesty's zealous concern for the promoting of piet}', and the preserving and
securing of the true Protestant religion everywhere, and even to all after ao-es," with
your royal care to discourage vice and immorality, will be the peqietual glory of
your reign and memory; so that we cannot but in our station, and by the means
proper for us, with all sincerity, and in obedience to our great Lord and Master,
endeavour to follow so great an example, and, for that end, to presen-c in this Church
the good order to which your ]\Iajesty is pleased to promise us your hearty concur-
rence.

We shall observe your Majesty's recommendation for planting of vacant Churches,
especially in the Highlands and Islands, with learned and pious ministers ; not doubt-
ing but that your Majesty will continue the encouragement that hitherto you have
given us in that work, by contributing to the building and reparation of Churches,
and settling legal provisions where the same are found wanting ; nor shall we be less

careful of the right distribution of those libraries which have been so piously morti-
fied for the use of this Church, and which your Majesty so graciously promises to

assist.

The choice your Majesty hath been pleased to make of the Marquis of Annan-
dale to represent your royal person in this Assembly, after the experience we have
had both of his sufficiency and fidelity to your Majesty, and his good affection to-

ward this Church, is not only to us most acceptable, but a very particular and ob-
liging proof of your Majesty's regard to all our concerns, which do most especially

oblige us to give him that trust and credit which your Majesty requires.

Your Majesty having been pleased to give us all assurances" of your firm resolution

to maintain the established government of this Church, we shall ever study to tes-

tify our grateful sense of the same, and shall observe that moderation and unanimity
your Majesty expects.

That God may long preserve your Majesty for I he good of all your people, the
maintaining of the true Protestant religion, and the protection and comfort of all the
Churches of Christ, and that he may still prosper your arms against all your enemies,
specially that grand enemy both of religion and righteousness, who supports an
usurper against your Majesty, and would impose upon us a Popish successor, to the
subversion of our holy religion, and the ruin of this your ancient kingdom, and
that a Protestant may always sit on the throne, which ("we bless God) your Majesty
expresses so much concern for, shall be the earnest and constant prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most fluthful, most obedient, and
most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
W. Carstairs, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. G, April 4, 1705, jmst meridiem Act concerning the Method and Form of Pro-
cedure of Judicatories of the Church against Scandalous Persons.

With respect to scandals, the grossness whereof makes it necessary to bring the

persons guilty oftener than once before the congregation, the General Assembly
does hereby appoint and ordain, that after such persons are convicted before the Ses-

sion, it be judicially declared to them, that the^' have rendered themselves incapable

of communion with the people of God in sealing ordinances, and that they be ap-

pointed to appear in public to be rebuked for their sin, whether they appear penitent

or not, conform to the institution, 1 Tim. v. 20, And it is hereby referred to the re-

spective judicatories of the Church concerned, to determine how often such delinquents

shall appear in public, as they shall find it to tend most for edification ; and the Ge-
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neral Assembly ordains, that after a public rebuke, the ministers and elders be at

farther pains in instructing the minds of the scandalous persons, if ignorant, in en-

deavourinji to convince their consciences, and to brino; them to a due sense of their

sin, and to an engagement and serious resolution against all known sin, and to the

performance of all known duty ; and that the Session, upon satisfaction with their know-
ledge and sense of their sin, do admit them to the public profession of their repent-

ance, in order to absolution ; but if, after taking pains on them for some competent

time for their instruction and conviction, they still remain grossly ignorant, insensible,

and unreformed, the ministers and elders are to advise with the Presbytery of the

bounds, and if the Presbytery shall see cause, that then the sentence of lesser excom-
munication be publicly pronounced against them in face of the congregation, from

which they are not to be relaxed, nor admitted to make public profession of their re-

pentance in order thereto, till the Session be satisfied with their knowledge, serious-

ness, and reformation. And, lastly, the General Assembly ordains, that the names of

such as are under the foresaid censure of lesser excomn)unication be publicly read

out the Lord's day inmiediately preceding that upon which the Sacrament of the Lord's

Supper is to be administered.

Sess. 7, April 5, 1705, post meridiem.—Act concerning/ Schools and Bursaries, and for
Instructing Youth in the Principles of Relir/ion.

The General Assembly, considering how much it will tend to the increase of Chris-

tian knowledge and learning, and the advantage of true piety and religion, that

schools and colleges be duly regulated, and bursaries rightly bestowed ; do thei-efore

appoint and ordain, that ministers take care to have schools erected in every parish,

conform to the acts of Parliament, for teaching of youth to read English, that the

poor be taught upon charity, and that none be suffered to neglect the teaching of

their children to read ; and suchlike, that in no parish the minister recommend youth

to be taught Latin upon charity in any grammar school ; but after examining the

said child or children in presence of three or four members of the Session, as to their

prompitude and dexterity in reading and competent skill in writing, as to their vir-

tuous inclinations, and as to the hopefulness of their proficiency, and that none be re-

ceived in grammar schools to be taught Latin upon charity, but upon such recom-

mendations ; and also, that each Presbytery appoint a committee of their number
yearly to examine the poor scholars in the grammar schools, and such within their

bounds as go to colleges with an eye to bursaries, and suffer none to proceed

but such as are very forward a d good proficients and of good behaviour, and that

ministers recommend none to bursaries but such as are so qualified ; and the General

Assembly does hereby recommend to regents and masters of colleges, that no person,

especially bursars, be laureated, but upon a clear evidence of sufficiency of their learn-

ing and good behaviour after strict examination. And suchlike, recommends it to

masters in universities, and all other instructors of youth, that they be careful to in-

struct their scholars in the principles of the Christian reformed religion, according

to the holy Scriptures, our Confession of Faith, or such books only as are entirelj'

a"-reeable thereto. As also, reconmiends it to professors of theology, that they take

very particular notice of the piety and Christian carriage of their students, and that

their testimonials to Presbyteries for entering men on trials tor the ministry, bear

their knowledge of the persons recommended, as to their moral and pious carriage,

as to their progress in their studies and their promising parts, and of their good affec-

tion to the government of Chiu-ch and State, and that the professor does truly judge

the person fit for the service of the Church, and Presbyteries are enjoined to receive

none upon testimonials from professors but who are so attested.

ll

t
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VI.

Sess. 7, April 5, 1705, post meridiem.—Act concerning the Regulation of the Commis-
sions of the General Assemblies, and the Attendance of Members thereon.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the opinions of the several

Presbyteries, in relation to the regulating of the Commissions of the General Assem-
blies, returned to them in obedience to the 16th Act of the last Assembly, did, in pur-

suance thereof, after full reasoning and mature deliberation, agree as follows, viz.;—The
General Assembly, considering how much it concerns the good of the Church, that

any commissions which may be found needful to be granted by this and subsequent Ge-
neral Assemblies be duly regulated ; do, therefore, appoint and ordain, that in time com-
ing the whole Presbyteries of this National Church be equally represented in Commis-
sions, and that their representation be proportional to the number of ministers that

are in each Presbytery, the old ministers who were ordained before the year 1662

being always supernumerary ; and suchlike, that two or three of the members of the

General Assembly in each Synod be appointed as a committee to name the members
of the Commission, and that the whole representatives of Presbyteries in the several

Synods at the Assembly do meet by themselves, and name their respective members
of the said committee ; and it is hereby declared, that it shall be free to any member
of the Assembly to attend the said committee if they think fit. And the General

Assembly does appoint the expenses of the said commissioners to be borne and de-

frayed by the several Presbyteries which they represent, according to the number of

the days of their attendance, and that their Presbyteries take care to supply their

charges with preaching during their absence, upon the account foresaid ; and that such

as shall be absent from the said Commissions, or diets of the same, without a reason-

able excuse, represented to and admitted by the Commission, be censured by their

respective Synods ; and that the Clerk of the Commission send lists of these absentees

to the several Synods for that end, according to the 6th Act of the General Assem-
bly, held in the year 1703.

VII.

Sess. 10, April 9, 1705, ante meridiem.—Sentence of Deposition against Mr John
Hepburn.

The General Assembly took into their serious consideration the libel raised at the
instance of John Blair, agent for the Kirk, against Mr John Hepburn, minister of
the Gospel, before the Commission of the laie General Assembly, and by them re-

ferred to this Assembly—his confessions of the chief articles thereof, contained in his

answers subscribed with his hand—his judicial acknowledgments before the said Com-
mission—all which were read before this Assembly ; as also, his judicial acknowledg-
ments before this Assembly : And, in particular, finding that he asserted that com-
municating with persons scandalous made those that communicate with them guilty

of unvvorthy communicating—that he neither has dispensed the Holy Sacrament of

the Lord's Supper to others, nor partaken thereof himself, for more than sixteen years

—

that both at Galston, Fenwick, Loudon, and Calder, which are all planted pai'ishes,

he has preached, without warrant or invitation firom the ministers thereof, and has

baptized children in some of them without testimonials irora the ministers or elders,

and has also married persons in those and other places without orderly proclamation

—

that he did intrude into the parish of Balmaghie, after the late minister thereof, Mr
John M'Millan, was deposed, and accused the Presbytery who deposed him of

rashness and precipitancy in their sentence, and declared that he thought himself

obliged to testify against it both by word and deed : And that he also owned,
that in that same place he asserted that the Church of Scotland had gone off the

foundation, and acknowledged also his intrusion in Kirkconnel, and several other

vacant parishes ;—and that he also owned, that as to the substance, he said that

3 c
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the ministers clapped people's heads, and profaned the Sacrament, by giving it

to drunkards, swearers, &c. ;—and that, if they got not another religion, they

and their religion would go to the bottomless pit ;—he acknowledged that he called

the oath of allegiance to the Queen's Majesty, as taken by ministers, a black oath,

and that it was the highest act of Erastianism, and beyond other encroachments and

compliances since the Revolution;—he confessed that he admitted a man belong-

ing to another planted congregation to a pubhc profession of repentance, and there-

after allowed him to hold up his child in baptism, and that without the sentence or

concurrence of any session or other judicatory :—all which are contrary to his ordina-

tion engagements to an orderly walk. And the General Assembly, also finding that

the said Mr John has been guilty of a continued tract of such eiToneous, seditious,

and divisive doctrines, and schismatical courses, and that he obstinately continues

therein, refusing to be reclaimed, notwithstanding the long forbearance, the mUd and

gentle methods, and great pains that have been used by this Church in their former

Assemblies and Commissions ; inasmuch as he was in the year 169-1: processed ;—and

was by the General Assembly, in the year 1696, found to deserve the highest censures

of the Church ; and yet, to manifest all tenderness to him, and wilhngness to reclaim

him, that Assembly made very condescending offers to him, which he having slighted,

was suspended, with certification, that if he contravened that sentence, he should be

deposed ;—then the General Assembly, in the year 1 699, upon his application, and

his professing a regard to the judicatories of this Church, his promising to confine

his ministry within the parish of Orr, and to entertain a correspondence with the mi-

nistry of this Church, did take off that sentence, and enjoined him to an orderly walk,

and to subjection to the judicatories of this Church ;—and to correspond with the

Presbyteries of Dumfries and Kirkcudbright ; with certification, that not only new
disorders, but even the grounds of former processes, should be led against him. All

which promises Mr John Hepburn having broken, this process was raised and pur-

sued agamst him before the Commission of the late Assembly, who (^ after near a

twelvemonth's dependence, much forbearance, and many condescending offers made

to him) found the libel both relevant and proven, but yet delayed sentence, and re-

newed their injunctions to an orderly walk, to try yet again the said Mr John his

obedience and subjection to the judicatories of this Church; at length, finding all to

have no effect or influence upon him, did refer the whole affair to this Assembly. The
General Assembly, considering all these things, and finding that the said Mr John

Hepburn continues obstinate and self-willed, and being about to proceed to a final

determination in this affair, after serious and mature deliberation, parties were called

in, to join in prayer to God for light and direction how to judge in this so important

and weighty a matter ; and prayer being ended and parties removed, the General

Assembly did, by their vote, depose the said Mr John Hepburn ; likeas they here-

by do, in the name ofthe Lord Jesus Christ, the alone King and Head of the Church,

and by virtue of the power and authority committed by him to them, actually depose

the said Mr John Hepburn from the office of the holy ministry, prohibiting and dis-

charging him to exercise the same, or any part thereof, in all time coming, under the

pain of the highest censures of the Church ; and appoints this sentence to be pub-

licly intimated from the pulpit of the New Church of Edinburgh, the next Lord's Day,

after the forenoon sermon, by the minister that preaches there, and afterwards, with

all convenient diligence, in the Kirk of Orr, and in all the remanent churches within

the bounds of the Synods of Glasgow, Galloway, and Dumfries ; and ordains the

Presbytery of Dumfries to declare the Kirk of Orr vacant so soon as they can ; and

appoints extracts hereof to be sent to the several Presbyteries of these bounds for

that end : And recommends it to all the brethren present in this Assembly to inti-

mate this sentence of deposition in their respective Synods ; and parties being called

in, this was intimated to them.

I
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VIII.

Sess. 11, April 9, 1705, post meridiem.—Act approvinr/ the Actings and Proceedings of
the Commission of the General Asscmhhj, anno 1704.

(The terms of this Act are similar to the corresponding Act of the precedino- year.)

IX.

Sess. 12, April 10, 1705, ante meridiem.—Act against Profanation of the Lords
Day.

-The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the great profanation
of the Lord's Day, by multitudes of people walking idly upon the streets ofthe city of
Edinburgh, Pier and Shore of Leith, in St Ann's 'f'ards, and the Queen's Park, and in
diverse places ofthe West Kirk parish, and on the I^inks ofLeith, and other places, espe-
cially about Edinburgh, and that by persons of all ranks, many whereof are strano-crs, as
the same hath been represented to them by the commissioners from the Prcsbvtery of
Edinburgh, in the name and by the appointment of that Presbytery ; and consider-
ing, also, what hath been represented by several brethren anent the profanation of the
Lord's Day in other places of the nation, by unnecessary travelling, and otherwise

;

and the General Assembly being deeply sensible of the great dishonour done to the
holy God, and of the open contempt of God and man, manifested by such heaven-
daring profaneness, to the exposing of the nation to the heaviest judo-ments ; there-
fore, they do, in the fear of God, earnestly exhort all the reverend brethren of the
ministry, and other officers of the Church, to contribute their utmost endeavours in
their stations, for suppressing such gross profanation of the Lord's Day,W a vio-oroi«

and impartial, yet prudent exercise of the discipline of the Church, and by holding
hand to the execution of the laudable laws of the nation against the guilty, in such wav
and manner as is allowed and required by law ; and because the concun-ence anil
assistance of the civil government will be absolutely necessary for the better curbin"-
and restraining this crying sin, the General Asseqibly do hereby appoint their Com-
mission to be nominated by them to address the Right Honourable the Lords of her
3Iajesty's Privy Council, that their Lordships may be pleased to give such orders,
and take such courses for restraining those abuses, as they, in their wisdom, shall judo-e
most effectual.

X.

Sess. 12, April 10, 1705, ante meridiem.—Recommendation concerning the Observation

of the Directoryfor Worship.

The General Assembly hereby seriously recommends to all ministers and others

within this National Church, the due observation of the Directory ft-r the Public

Worship of God, approven bv the General Assembly held in the year 1 G4o, Sess.

10.

XL
Sess. 12, April 10, 1705, ante meridiem.—Act anent Bursaries.

It being desired by several brethren that the ]3th Act of the General Assembly

anno 1704, entitled, " Act for bestowing Bursaries upon Students having Irish,"

might be explained in these heads: \mo, Whether by that act the one-half of the

bursaries be-south Tay be disposable by the respective Presbyteries, or by the Sy-

nods only? 2dn, If that act reaches bursaries presently current, or only such as were

vacant at the date of thai act ? The General Assembly, as to the first, do declare.
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that the disposal of all these bursaries is only in the power of the Synods, and not

of the Presbyteries. And as to the second, the General Assembly leaves it to the

discretion of the several Synods to order this matter as they find convenient ; and,

for that end, recommends it to the said Synods to take an account from their respec-

tive Presbyteries, what bursars tliey have in their bounds, and at what time these

burses will fall vacant, and that the Presbyteries be joined two and two, for making

one Lowland burse of their two halves, appointed by the foresaid act for that end

;

and in case there be an odd Presbytery in a Synod, that that Synod dispose of that

odd Presbytery's half to such pious uses as the Synod shall think fit.

XII.

Sess. 12, April 10, 1705, ante meridiem.—Act concerning the Librariesfor the

Highlands, Islands, ^c.

The which day, in presence of the General Assembly, upon report of the Commit-

tee appointed to manage the affair of the Highland Libraries, the General Assembly

does divide the said whole libraries, both Presbyterial and parochial, as follows, viz. ;

—

The Presbyterial libraries (whereof there are nineteen in all) thus : To the Presby-

tery of Zetland one, Orkney one, Caithness one, Sutherland one, Ross three, Inver-

ness one, Aberlour one, Abernethy one, Strathbogie and Fordyce one, Dunkeld one,

Argyle five, Dumbarton one ; and seeing, after this distribution, there remains one

Presbyterial library, the General Assembly bestows the same on the Synod of Argyle,

but with a special respect to their remote and large islands, such as Lewis ; and this

in place of the distribution made by the 17th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1704.

The parochial libraries being in number fifty-eight, the Assembly distributes them

to the parishes in the bounds of the Presbyteries after mentioned, as follows, viz. :

—

Zetland two, Orkney three, Caithness two, Sutherland two, Ross four, Inverness

three, Aberlour two, Abernethy one, Alford one, Kincardine two, in the bounds of the

Synods of Angus and Mearns three, in the Presbytery of Dunkeld four, Auchter-

arder two, Dunblane two, Dumbarton two, and for the bounds of the Synod of Argyle

twenty-three ; and that these parochial libraries be fixed at such places as the re-

spective Synods and Presbyteries shall find most convenient. And the General As-

sembly nominates the Rev. Mr William Carstairs, Moderator, Mr Thomas Wilkie in

Canongate, Mr George Meldrum, Mr James Ramsay, Mr John Stirling, Mr David
Williamson, Mr James Webster, Mr Patrick Cumming, Mr George Barclay, Mr
Andrew Wardroper, Mr Andrew Thomson, Mr James Brown, and Mr William

Wishart, Ministers ; the Earl of Glasgow, Lord President of the Session, Lord Advo-
cate, Lord Pollock, Lord Tillicoultry, Sir James Campbell of Aberuchil, Sir James
Campbell of Auchinbreck, James Campbell of Ardkinlass, younger, and Mr James
Anderson, Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elders ; or any five of them, which is hereby

declared to be a quorum, to be a committee for receiving the said libraries, when
brought home, and giving orders anent the transmitting thereof to the respective

places for which they are appointed ; and the respective jPresbyteries are desired to

advise the foresaid committee of the best way of transmitting these libraries to them.

And the General Assembly does hereby empower the foresaid committee to do every

thing necessary toward the management of that whole affair, which may tend most

for obtaining the ends for which these libraries are designed, and that until the next

General Assembly, to whom they are to be accountable ; and, particularly, to cause

print several copies of the rules for ordering the said libraries, agreed upon by the

last Assembly, and transmit the same to the Presbyteries concerned : And seeing

that besides the seventy-seven libraries above mentioned, there are some presses of

books not methodized and sorted, that the said committee digest them in order, and
distribute them to such places as have most need, and therein a special regard is to be

had to the remote Isles ; and that they cause bind such of the books as are not bound,

inspect the said libraries, com[)are them with the catalogues, and, if they find cause,

to exchange some from parochial to Presbyterial libraries ; and it is hereby recom-
mended to them, that upon arrival of these libraries, they send an account thereof to
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Mr Vigerus Edwards and Andrew Bell at London, and that they write letters of

thanks to the donors.

xni.

Sess. 13, April 10, 1105, post meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders

for Planting Vacant Kirks in the North, the Highlands and Islands, and other Affairs

remitted to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are j'et some'vacant

churches on the North side of Tay, and in the Highlands and Islands, as likewise

several weighty affairs which this Assembly cannot overtake ; do, therefore, find it

needful that there be a Commission granted to some ministers and ruling elders for

planting these vacant churches, and doing what other affairs may be referred to them
;

and for that end, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint their reverend brethren,

Messrs William Crichton, minister at Edinburgh, &c., to be Commissioners of this Gene-
ral Assembly, to the effect before and after mentioned, with full power to the said per-

sons or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any twenty-one of the said Com-
missioners, whereof fifteen are always to be ministers, to meet and convene within

the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first day after the dissolution of this Assem-
bly, at ten hours in the forenoon, and afterwards to meet the first Wednesday of June,
second Wednesday of November, and last Wednesday of March next, and oftener,

when and where they shall think needful and convenient, with power to the said

Commission to choose their own moderator : And suchlike, the General Assembly
fully empowers and authorises their said Commissioners, or their quorum, to cognosce
and finally determine as they shall see cause, in every matter referred, or that shall

be referred to them, by any act or order of this Assembly, and to do every thing con-
tained in and conform to the instructions given them by this Assembly, and likewise

in all affairs referred to the Commission of the late Assembly, not as yet discussed.

And, finally, with power to the said Commission to advert unto the interest of the

Church on every occasion, and that the Church, and present establishment thereof,

do not suffer or sustain any prejudice which belongs to them to prevent, as they will

be answerable ; and they are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in

any other matters than what are committed to them, and in all their actings they are

to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this Church, and do nothing
contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that in and for all their

actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next General Assembly,
as they shall see cause. And, lastly, this Commission is to continue and endure to

the next General Assembly.

XIV.

Sess. 13, April 10, 1705, post meridiem.—Instructions to the Commission of the

General Assembly.

1. Same as in 1704.]

2. [Same as in 1703 and 1704.]

13. °Same as in 1704.]

4. The foresaid Commission is to cognosce and finally determine in aU references

. already made or to be made to them by this Assembly, and in references and appeals

for transporting ministers to the North, the Highlands and Isles, which shall be
I brought before them, according to the overture made thereanent, anno 1699 ; and that

transportations to any parishes in these places, whether privileged by former acts of

Assembly or not, be carried on, and that in the most expeditious way, providing that

the Commission do not meddle with sentences of Synods, excepting causes specially

referred to them by the Assembly.

5. Same as in 1703 and 1704.]

6. [Same as in 1703.]
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7. This Commission is empowered to inquire how ministers transported by the
General Assembly, or Commissions thereof, have obeyed or shall obey ; and in case of
disobedience, that they suspend the disobedient persons for three months ; and in case

they do not obey after these three months are elapsed, that then they be, simpliciter,

deposed.

8. That the Commission give all due encouragement and assistance to any pro-
posals that may be made to them anent endeavours for reformation of manners, and for

the effectual curbing of profanity ; and give all due assistance for suppressing of error

and schism ; and to take notice how any who have been censured by this or preced-
ing Assemblies, or Commissions thereof, have obeyed ; and proceed to further censure
as they shall see cause, if the censures of the Church be contemned.

9. [Same as in 1703 and 1704.]
10, [Same as in 1704.]

11. [Same as in 1704.]

XV.

Sess. 13, April 10, 1705, post meridiem.—Act concerning the Attendance of the Members
of the Commission.

The General Assembly appoints the several Presbyteries to be careful to send in

one at least of their number who are members of the Commission, to attend the meet-
ings thereof by turns, and ordains the said Presbyteries to send in to the Commission
the names of such as they have appointed ^to attend the several diets thereof, that

those who are negligent in this matter may be censured according to former acts

of Assembly thereanent

XVI.

Sess. 14, April 11, 1705, post meridiem.—Recommendation concerning Students of
Theology, and Intrants to the holy Ministry,

The General Assembly, considering the great unity and concord that, by the bless-

ing of God, is amongst the office-bearers in God's house, the desirable and comfort-

able harmony between Church and State in this kingdom, wherein the glory of God,
the success of the Gospel, and the firmness of our happy establishment, are so deeply

interested ; and considering, likewise, that nothing can be more effectual for securing

these blessings, and advancing these ends, than that the preachers of the Gospel com-
mend themselves to God and the consciences of all men by their piety, prudence,

literature, and peaceable behaviour, principles, and disposition, and good affection to

the government of Church and State : Therefore, the General Assembly did, by an

unanimous vote, and hereby do, seriously recommend it to the several Presbyteries of

this Church to keep a watchful eye upon all students of theology, and to be care-

ful that none be licensed to preach, or admitted to churches, but such as shall give

evidence of their orthodoxy, by signing the Confession of Faith approven by former

General Assemblies of this Church, and ratified by law in the year 1690, as the con-

fession of their faith, of their good affection to the government of Church and State,

of their peaceable principles and disposition, by engaging to observe good order, in

conjunction with, and a due subjection to, the judicatories of this Church ; and of

their literature, by abiding a strict trial ; and shall own the Presbyterian government

of this Church to be agreeable to and founded on the Word of God; and promise

never to endeavour, directly or indirecdy, the prejudice or subversion thereof, accord-

ing to former acts of Assembly thereanent.
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XVII.

Sess. ult., April 12, 1705.

—

Act concerning a Solemn Fast and Humiliation.

The General Assembly, considering the great dangers which threaten the Protest-
ant religion, both at home and abroad, the long continuance of a wasting and desolating

war, and how much the safety and welfare of this Church and kingdom does depend
upon the preservation of her Majesty's person and government, the conduct of her
councils, and the deliberations and determinations of the ensuing session of Parlia-

ment ; and considering that sin and wickedness do abound, to the provoking of the
holy God against these nations, do judge it fit that a day be set apart for solemn
prayer, fasting, and humiliation before the Lord, on these considerations ; but seeing the
same cannot be obtained through the whole nation in one day before the time ap-
pointed for the sitting down of the Parliament, and that, in regard of the season of
the year, diverse parts of the country may be in different circumstances ; therefore,

the General Assembly does hereby seriously recommend to the several Synods and
Presbyteries within this National Church at their first meeting, to consider upon the
premises, and to appoint and set apart a day for solemn public prayer, fasting, and
humiliation, in all the churches within their respective bounds, upon the accounts fore-

said, and other reasons contained in the causes of former fasts appointed by the Gene-
ral Assembly and Commissions thereof, with a special regard to the present circum-
stances of affairs both at home and abroad ; and that this may be the sooner done, and
the more solemnly gone about, it is hereby recommended to the brethren present to
acquaint their Synods and Presbyteries hereof as soon as they can ; and the moderators
of the respective Presbyteries are hereby ordained, if need be, to call the same pro re
nata, as soon as these presents come to their hand, in order to their concerting the said
fast. And the General Assembly recommends to the ministers to be most serious in
holding forth to their people on that occasion the grievous sins of this land, and the
tokens of God's displeasure because of them, expressed many ways ; to exhort all ranks
of people to serious repentance, reformation, and fervent prayer to God, that he would
preserve her Majesty's person, direct her councils, and bless her forces by sea and
land with success, in defence of the Reformed Protestant religion and the just liberties

of Europe ; that he would guide and direct the Parliament of this kingdom to such
determinations as may be most for the advancement of religion, and the peace and
welfare of these nations, and bless the season of the year. And the General Assembly
appoints these presents to be printed, and copies thereof to be sent to the several
ministers within the kingdom.

XVIII.

Sess. ult., April 12, 1705.

—

Act concerning the Buying and Observation of the Acts

of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration that there is a great neglect in

calling for the Acts of the General Assemblies of this Church, so that the said acts

not coming to Presbyteries and Sessions, they are not acquainted with what is thereby

laid upon them ; therefore, it is hereby recommended to the several Presbyteries and
Kirk-Sessions who want the acts of former General Assemblies, to furnish themselves

therewith, and appoints the agent for the Kirk in all time coming, after every Assem-
bly, so soon as the acts thereof shall be printed, to transmit as many copies of the

same to every Presbytery within the kingdom as will serve them and each parish

« ithin their bounds ; and ordains that both Presbyteries and Sessions, at their first

meeting after receiving the said acts, cause read the same, at least so many of them
as are of public concern, and which relate to themselves, in order to their observing

thereof; and all this to be upon the charges of the several Presbyteries and Sessions

:

And Synods are enjoyned to inquire at Presbyteries how this act is observed, and
cause mark their diligence thereanent in their books. And, farther, appoints the

agent for the Kirk to send to the several Presbyteries some copies of the overtures
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lately printed, concerning the Discipline and Method of Procedure in the Judicatories

of this Church. And, lastly, appoints the Commissions of the General Assembly to

use their endeavours that this act be made effectual and duly observed by those con-

cerned.

XIX.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held at Edinburgh,

the first Thursday of April 170G, being the fourth day of that month.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 124th Psalm throughout,

and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Ck. Eccl.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 4, 1706.

Sess. 1, April 4, 1706.— The Queen's Commission to David Earl of Glasgow

produced, and ordered to he Becorded.

The General Assembly of the ministers and ruling elders of this National Church,

being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by the Right Honour-

able David Earl of Glasgow, her Majesty's commission under the Great Seal of this

kingdom, appointing him her Majesty's High Commissioner and representative in this

National Assembly ; which commission being publicly read with all due honour and

respect, the General Assembly ordained the same to be recorded in their registers,

the tenor whereof follows :
—" Anna," &c.

IL

Eadem Sessione.—Her Majesti/s gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

Her Majesty's High Commissioner presented the Queen's most gracious Letter

directed to this General Assembly, which was publicly read with all due honour and

respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, the tenor

whereof follows :
—" Anne, R." &c.

III.

Sess. 3, April 6, 1706.— The General Assembly s Answer to the Queen's gracioits

Letter.

May it please yonr Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 4, April 8, 1706, ante meridiem.—Act and Recommendation concerning the Scripture

Songs.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered an Overture, transmitted to

them from the Committee for Overtures, to whom it was remitted to consider the

reference of the Commission of the late General Assembly in relation to the Scrip-

tural Songs, they did, and hereby do, recommend it to the several Presbyteries of this

Church to endeavour to promote the use of these Songs in private families within

their bounds, according to the recommendation of the late Assembly; and for facilitat-

ing the Assembly's work in preparing the said Songs for pubhc use, the Assembly
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hereby do recoiiimcnd it to Presbyteries to bu}' up copies of the said songs that are
printed, and to be sold here at Edinburgh ; and ordain the report of the committees
appointed by the Commission of the late Assembly to revise these songs with the
amendments made thereupon by the committee that met at Glasgow, to be printed
and transmitted to the several Presbyteries, that they may consider the same, and
compare them with the book itself; and the General Assembly recommends it to the
said Presbyteries also diligently to compare these songs with the original texts, and
to make what further amendments they shall see needful upon the said printed
copies of these songs, both as to the translation and metre, keeping always to the
original text.

V.

Sess. 5, April 9, 1706, ante meridiem.—Act anent the Form of Process.

The Form of Process in the judicatories of the Church of Scotland, in relation to

scandals and censures, being all ])ublicly read in presence of the General Assembly,
were ordered to be printed and transmitted as overtures to the several Presbyteries

within this National Church, and the said Presbyteries are ordained to consider the

same, and send in their opinions thereanent, and such amendments as they shall

judge fit to make upon the same, to the next General Assembly, according to the 9tli

Act of the General Assembly, anno 1697, thereanent.

VL

Sess. G, April 9, 1 706, post meridiem.—Recommendation concerning the Method ofgiving
in Overtures, References, SjC, to the General Assembly.

The General Assembly, to the end that ensuing Assemblies of this Church may
with greater facility expede the affairs that shall come before them, do hereby recom-
mend to all the Presbyteries within this National Church, in their instructions to

their commissioners, carefully to distinguish betwixt what they propose as overtures

to be transmitted by the General Assembly to the several Presbyteries in order to

their being passed into acts ; and those things which are only matter of complaint,

or grievances to be presently redressed, or things wherein they desire to be advised
;

that overtures and matters of advice may be given in to the Committee for Overtures,

and the rest to the Committee for Bills, References, and Appeals, and yet in matters

of weight, these two committees may advise with one another.

VII.

Se.is. 11, April 12, 1706, post meridiem.—Act upproring the Proceedings of the

Commission of the General Assembly, anno 1705.

The General Assembly, having had this day reproduced in their presence the

register of the actings antl proceedings of the Commission appointed by the last As-
sembly, and having heard the report of a committee (who were not members of the

said Commission) appointed to revise, examine, and consider the said register, with

their observations thereupon, and answers made thereto by the moderator and other

members of the said Commission, the members of the foresaid Commission were re-

moved, and the General Assembly having maturely considered the said report and
answers made thereto, do find, that tnc whole actings, proceedings, and conclusions, of

the foresaid Commission, contained in their register, subscribed by Mr W illiam Car-

stairs, moderator, and Mr John Dundas, Advocate, clerk, do evidence much wisilon;,

prudence, zeal, and diligence, and that the said Commission have proc'cded orderly and
formally in everything according to their commission and instructions ; and, therefore,

this General Assembly did, and hereby do, ratify and approve of the whole actings, pro-

ceedings, and conclusions, of the said Commission, contained in their said register, be-

ginning the I3th day of April in the year 1705, and ending the 3d day of April 1706,

inclusive ; and the members of the said Commission being called in, the same was
3 P
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intimated to tliera, and the moderator gave them the thanks of the Assembly for

their good service done to the Church.

VIII.

Sess. 12, April 13, 1706, a)ite meridiem.—Act concerning the method of approving

the Commission Booh.

The General Assembly appoint and ordain, that in all time coming, the same for-

nmla be observed in the apj)robation of the registers of the actings and proceedings

uf the Commissions of Assemblies, that is prescribed by the Acts of the Assembly,

to be obsei-ved in the attestation of the Synod books.

IX.

Eadem Sessione,—Act anent Registers.

The General Assembly recommends it to all the judicatories of this Church to take

special care that the registers be correctly written, and that they allow no blottings

or interlininCTs therein, and if anything shall happen to be blotted out as superflu-

ous that it be marked on the margin how many words or lines are blotted out, and

that it was done by the authority of the judicatory, and that it be subscribed by the

moderator and clerk ; and if anything be omitted, that it be written upon the

mar'^in, and subscribed by the clerk of the judicatory.

X.

Eadem Sessione.—Act anent Lecturing.

The General Assembly, considering that the acts of former Assemblies, concerning

lecturin'T and expounding of the Holy Scriptures, are much neglected in many
i)laces, do, therefore, enjoin and appoint the several Presbyteries, at their privy cen-

sures and parochial visitations, diligently to inquire how ministers observe the said

acts.

XI.

Eadem Sessione.—Recommendation concerning Admission to the Lord's Supper.

The General Assembly hereby recommends it to the several ministers within this

National Church, to take as strict a trial as can be of such as they admit to the I^ord s

Supper, especially before their first admission thereto, and that they diligently in-

struct them particularly as to the Covenant of Grace, and the nature and end of that

ordinance, as a seal thereof and charge upon their consciences, the obligations they

lie under from their baptismal covenant, and seriously exhort them to renew the

same.

XII.

Eadem Sessione.—Act and Recommendation concerning Stipends and Mortifications.

The General Assembly recommends it to Presbyteries to give information to the

Commission, anent mortifications and stipends that have been dilapidated or sup-

pressed, and appoints the Commission to be assistant to ministers in recovery thereof.
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XIII.

Sess. 12, April 13, 1706, ante meridiem.— Recommendation and Act concerning School-

masters and Schools, and Bursaries.

The General Assembly recommends it to such as have power of settling school-

masters in parishes, to prefer thereto men who have passed their course at colleges or
universities, and taken their degrees, before others who have not, cceteris paribus.

And the General Assembly' recommends it to Presbyteries to take special care that

all the schoolmasters within their bounds be such as have subscribed the Confession
of Faith, and that Presbj'teries do visit all the public grammar schools within their

bounds by some of their number appointed for that effect, at least twice every year

;

and also appoints Synods, at their privy censures, to inquire at Presbyteries how they
have obeyed this recommendation. The General Assembly recommends it to the

respective Presbyteries in the Lowlands who are appointed to contribute for bursaries,

to be bestowed on Students having the Irish langu;ige, that they pay the same punc-
tually, conform to the Acts of Assembly thereanent.

XIV.

Eadem Sessione.—Recommendation concerning Penny Bridals.

The General Assembly recommends it to Presbyteries to apply to the judges ordi-

nary, for putting the laws relating to penny bridals in execution, and appoints their

Commission, upon representations from Presbyteries of the judges their refusal, to

apply to the Government for obhging them to execute their office in this matter.

XV.

Eadem Sessione.—Act and Recommendation against Profaneness.

The General Assembly seriously exhorts all magistrates, ministers, and others, in

their respective capacities, to hold hand to the execution of the laws against profane-

ness, according to the 11th Act of the General Assembly, held in the year 161)7,

and 7th Act of the General AssembI}-, anno 1699, made thereanent ; and particularly,

it is hereby recommended to ministers and kirk-sessions to apply to the civil magi-

strate in that matter, as the law allows and requires, and upon the inferior magistrate's

neglect or refusal to put the laws against profaneness in execution, that the Kirk-

Session, with the concurrence of their Presbytery, complain to the Government for

redress according to law ; and, lastly, it is recommended to Presbyteries to inejuirc

diligently, at their privy censures and parochial visitations, how ministers and kirk-

sessions have obeyed this recommendation.

XVI.

Eadem Sessione.—Act and Recommendation concerning Visitation of Parishes, ami also

Ministerial Visitation of Families.

The General Assembly, considering that frequent Presbyterial Visitation ofParishes

would be of great advantage to the Church, and might tend much to promote ])icty

and holiness and suppress sin ; do therefore seriously recommend to and enjoin Presby-

teries to be more frequent and conscientious in visiting parishes, conform to the Acts

of former General Assemblies thereanent, and appoints the Commission to draw up
and prepare a Directory for Ministerial Visitation of Families, and present the same
to the next General Assemblv.
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XVII.

Sess. 14, April 15, 1706, post meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders,

for considering- and discussinr/ several Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration, that there are several weighty

affaix-s which thej' cannot overtake, do therefore nominate, commission, and ap-

point their reverend brethren, ]\Iessrs Wilham Crichton, minister at Edinburgh, &c.

&c., to be commissioners of this General Assembly to the effect after mentioned, with

full power to the said persons or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any

twenty-one of the said commissioners, whereof fifteen are always to be ministers, to

meet and convene within the Asscmbly-IIouse at Edinburgh, the first day after the

dissolution of this Assembly, at ten hours in the forenoon, and afterwards to meet the

first Wednesday of August, and penult Wednesday of March next, and oftener, when
and where they shall think needful and convenient, with power to the said Commis-
sion to choose their own moderator : And suchlike, the General Assembly fully em-
powers and authorises their said commissioners, or their quorum, to cognosce and
finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred, or that shall be re-

ferred to them, by any Act or order of this Assembly, and to do every thing contained

in, and conform to the instructions given by the late Assembly to their Commission,

which are held as herein expressed, and to stand for instructions to this Commission ;

and, finally, with power to the said Commission to advert unto the interest of the

Church on every occasion, that the Chmxh, and present establishment thereof, do not

sufl'er or sustain any prejudice which belongs to them to prevent, as they will be an-

swerable ; and they are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any
other matters than what are committed or referred to them as above mentioned, and
in all their actings they are to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this

Church, and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; declaring,

that in and for all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the

next General Assembly, as they shall see cause, and this Commission is to con-

tinue and endure till the next General Assembly ; and the members of the said Com-
mission are required punctually to attend the diets thereof, as is appointed by the 6th

and loth Acts of the late General Assembly, and the clerks are appointed not only

to mark the absentees, but also to send lists of these absentees to the several Synods, in

order to censure, according to former acts thereanent : and also, the Commission is

ordered to present to the next General Assembly a list of the names of such of their

members as shall be absent without a relevant excuse sustained by them, that the

same may be read in the Assembly, who may take what farther course they shall

think fit in that matter.

XVIII.

Sess. lilt April 16, 1706.

—

Act concerninff the Libraries, and containing some additional

Instructions hj the General Assemhljj to their Commission.

The General Assembly empowers their Commission to receive any delations or re-

ferences that shall be made to them by the respective judicatories of this Church, in

matters of schism and disorder, and not only to assist judicatories by their advice inl

such cases, but also to pass sentence and finally determine therein, as they shall see

cause.

And the Commission are appointed to take care that the jirccopts already drawn!
by the preceding moderators of the Assembly, or Commission thereof, for payment of^

any sums out of the money gifted by her Majesty for defi-aying the public charges of

the Church, be paid, and that, in the first place, before others that may be granted'

afterwards.

The Presbyteries of Edinburgh, Linlithgow, and Dalkeith, arc appoinlc<l to supplyl
one diet of preaching before the Parliament, and the Commission to supply the otherl
diet by naming and appointing ministers out of other Presbyteries, and the SynodJ
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of Lothian and Tweeddale are to adjust the diets of the three Presbyteries above
named in their bounds.

The Commission is to rcqnire a full and clear account from the committee, to

whom the disposal and distribution of the libraries was recommended, cnmo 1705,

how they have distributed the same, and from the agent, how he hath obeyed the

orders of that committee anent the sending of these libraries and Irish Bibles to the

respective places appointed.

And to call for an account from the respective Presbyteries of their receipt of their

proportion of these Bibles and libraries, and how they have disposed of them accord-

ing to the order of the General Assembly, 1705, and their said committee, and ap-

points the said Presbyteries to send these accounts to the commission or committee

to be appointed by them for this affair, and that these accounts be sent in writing,

subscribed by the moderator and clerk of the Presbytery ; and ordains the commis-
sion to take care that the account of all these be recorded in a particular register for

that p>irpose ; and the General Assembly hereby recommends it to their commission,

or their said committee, which they are hereby empowered to ajipoint for that effect,

to distribute the eleven boxes of books lately sent down from England, and any libra-

ries or books that shall be sent down betwixt and the next Assembly, to such places

of this Church and nation as have most need, and may best answer the design of the

donors.

The General Assembly hereby recommends it to their Commission to inquire into

the state of the Highlands and Islands, how they are planted with ministers, and of

the remaining Paganish customs among them, and of the increase of Popery, and
how they are provided with schools, what places most need help in these matters, and
what encouragement these may expect who incline to enter into a society for erect-

ing and maintaining charity schools, for educating poor and indigent children.

And the General Assembly appoints all the Synods and Presbyteries concerned
in the Highlands and Islands to send in accounts thereof to the commission, who are

hereby ordained to prepare overtures thereanent, and give in the same to the next
Assembly, to whom the said commission and others concerned are to be accountable

for their diligence and management in the premises.

XIX.

Sess. nit. April 16, 1706.

—

Act concerning a Solemn National Fast and Humiliation.

The General Assembly, considering this nation's unthankfulness for, and unfniit-

[ fulness under the Gospel, and how sin and wickedness doth abound every where in

the land, and profaneness and Popery, and other gross errors, increase and grow, and
the ffreat danger the Protestant religion and the Reformed Churches are in, through
the sad distress and grievous persecution of some of them, and the dangerous condi-

tion of others, the continuance of a bloody war, the decay of trade, and impoverish-

ing of the nation ; and, likewise, considering how much the welfare and safety of this

church and nation dcpendeth on the preservation of the Queen's Majesty's person,

and the conduct and success of her councils, and the result of the treaty now on foot,

concerning the Union of both kingdoms of Scotland and England : Upon these and

diverse other weighty considerations, the General Assembly find it their duty to call

all ranks of persons, in this Church and nation, to solemn fasting and prayer, and to

humiliation and reformation, beseeching and obtesting all and every one to search and
try their ways, and turn unto the Lord, and to seek his face and favour.

And the General Assembly recommends to all the ministers of this Church, that

with due prudence and zeal they do, in their jM'caching, reprove and warn of, and in

prayer confess and acknowledge, the national and epidemical crying sins, both of

former and present times, jiarticularly enumerated in the causes of former public

fasts, especially in the years IG'JO, 1700, and 1701, and those chiefly which abound in

the respective places where the ministers labour.

And the General Assembly recommends and appoints that fervent prayers be

poured out to God, that he would, of his abundant grace and mercy, grant to all an
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humbling sight and sense of former and present sins, and give repentance for and re-

mission of them, for the blood of the Lord Jesns Christ our Saviour ; and that God
would continue the Gospel with us, and bless it with more success, and that it would

please him graciously to put a stop to the growth of proflineness and Popery, and

other errors, and that magistrates and ministers, and every one in their due place,

may be directed and animated to more effectual and vigorous endeavours for dis-

couraging, suppressing, and punishing, Popery and profaneness, and all error and un-

godliness, and for reforming themselves and the land ; and that all schism, division,

dissension, and discord, may cease, and we may all become one in the Lord.

That God would long preserve and eminently bless our gracious Sovereign the

Queen, direct her councils, and bless and prosper her forces, and those of her allies,

by sea and land, in defence of the Reformed Protestant religion, and just liberties of

Europe.

And that God would pity and relieve such of his Churches and people as arc under

the cross, and suffering for the truth, and support and establish them, and refine tliem

in and bring them out of the furnace, and that he would preserve his Churches which

are in danger, and would defeat all designs against the Reformed Churches and Pro-

testant religion, and that God would bless the season of the year, that there may be

food for man and beast.

And, lastlv, that God would mercifully and graciously direct such as are commis-

sioned both m this and the kingdom of England, for treating about a Union of both

kingdoms, that all may be done to the glory of God and good of this Church, and

all her Majesty's dominions.

And the General Assembly appoints the said fast and humiliation to be obsei-ved

in all the parishes on this side of 'Pay upon the 23d day of May next, and in those on

the other side of Tay upon the 6th day of June also next ; and do appoint the Rev.

Mr William Carstairs, Principal of tlie College of Edinburgh, Mr George Meldrum,

Professor of Divinity there, Mr John Stirling, Principal of the College of Glasgow,

and Mr George Anderson, Professor of Divinity at Aberdeen, Miiiisfcrs ; and Sir

James Agnew of Lochnaw, Sheriff-Principal of Galloway, RuUikj Elder ; to apj)ly

to the Lords of her Majesty's most Honourable Privy Council, for their civil sanction

to this fast.

XX.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be holden at Edinburgh,

the second Tuesday of April 1707, being the eighth day of that month.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 72d Psalm, from verse

16 to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, b}'

Jo. DuNDAS, Cls. JEccl.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 8, 1707.

Scss. 1, Aprils, 1707.— The Queen's Commission to David Earl of Glasgoio produced^
arid ordered to he Recorded.

The General Assembly of the Ministers and Ruling Elders of this National Church
being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by the Right llonour-j
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able David Earl of Glasgow, her Majesty's Commission under the Great Seal of this

ingdom, appointing him her Majesty's High Commissioner and representative in

this National Assembly, which Commission being publicly read with all due honour

and respect, the General Assembly ordained the same to be recorded in their registers,

the tenor whereof follows :—" Anna," &c.

II.

Eadem Sessione.—Her Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

Her Majesty's High Commissioner presented the Queen's most gracious Letter di-

rected to this General Assembly, which was publicly read with all due honour antl

respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, the tenor

whereof follows :—" Anne, R.," &c.

IIL

Sess. 3, April 10, 1707.— The General Assembly s Ansicer to the Queen s gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c. ,

IV.

Sess. 4, April 11, 1707.

—

Act about Overtures concerning Ministerial Visitation of
Families.

Some overtures concerning the ministerial visitation of families, being, according

to an appointment of the late Assembly, prepared by their Commission, and trans-

mitted to this Assembly ; and having been considered by the Committee for Over-
tures, and again brought to this Assembly, and considered by them, they did, and
hereby do, transmit these Overtures to the several Presbyteries within this National

Church, that they may send their opinion thereanent to the next Assembly, and ap-

points the Clerk to send a written copy of the said Overtures to each Presbytery

for that end.

Sess. 5, Ap)-il 12, 1707 Act anent Schools in every Parish, and a Contrihttion

thereanent.

The General Assembly, considering how much it would contribute to the advance-

ment of religion, and the propagating of Christian knowledge, if a sufficient number

of schools could be got erected and maintained through the kingdom, and being

earnestly desirous for their part to do what in them lies to forward so good a work,

do therefore enact and appoint in manner following : And, first, as to the^ lands

that are of her jSIajesty's property, that application'be made by the Commissions

of this and subsequent Assemblies to the Lords of her Majesty's Treasury and

Exchequer, for obtaining her Majesty's proportion of what is allowed by law for

erecting of schools in parishes, according to her valued rent ; and as to other he-

ritors in parishes where schools arc not settled according to law. Presbyteries are

hereby appointed to use all suitable endeavours to get schools erected and main-

tained in parishes conform to the Acts of Parliament, and if that succeed not, that

they apply to the Commissions of Assemblies, and give them an account of their

diligence, who are hereby empowered to give all the assistance in this matter, by-

applying to the Government, or any other ways that is competent to them, and
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as to places where parishes are so w'ule and spacious, tliat they require more
schools than one in each parish ; the General Assembly does hereby renew and

continue the 14th Act of the General Assembly, held in the year 1704, entitled,

" Act anent Erecting Schools in the Hi;;Iilands," in its whole heads and clauses,

and appoints the same to take effect until the Assemblies of this Church shall

think fit to alter that act, and the General Assembly earnestly recommends it to

the several Presbyteries to see the same put in due execution, and recommends it

to the respective Synods and Presbyteries within this Church, to send distinct ac-

counts to the Commission of this Assembly, betwixt and their meeting in August

next to come, what parishes in their bounds have or want schools, and what are

the reasons why they want the same, what places do most need them, and what is

the extent of those parishes that are spacious, and stand in need of more schools

than one, and what are the places in each parish that are most convenient for fixing

these schools at, one or more. As also, that they send an account of the names of

such students as are hopeful, and v.'hom they could recommend for teaching the

said schools ; and the Commission is hereby ordained to ])ut these accounts in order,

and record the same in their books; and suchlike, the General Assembly does here-

by appoint Presbyteries to deal earnestly with the patrons of such parishes as arc or

shall tall vacant, to apply the vacant stipends towards this so charitable and pious a

use ; and the Assembly hereby instructs their Commission to give all the encourage-

ment and assistance they can to such who incline to enter into societies for erecting

and maintaining of charity schools for educating of poor and indigent children, and

to use their utmost endeavours to get such societies erected in the several corners

of the country ; and that they consider what farther encouriigement can be given

by the judicatories of this Church to the foresaid societies, and report overtures

concerning the same to the next General Assembly ; and, in like manner, Synods and

Presbyteries are hereby strictly enjoined to inquire diligently what is become of the

money already subscribed for, and collected in the several Presbyteries, for erecting

schools in the Highlands, in pursuance of the foresaid Act, 14th General Assem-
bly, 1704, and that they deal with such as have been deficient, yet to do what they

can in so good a work, and that they report their diligence herein to the Commis-
sion of this General Assembly, betwixt and their said meeting in August next. And,

lastly, the General Assembly does hereby appoint the several Presbyteries to give ;

particular account to the next Assembly, how former acts anent a school in ever

parish, the visitations thereof, and other things mentioned in these .acts arc ob

served, and recommends it to subsequent Assemblies, from time to time, to appoint

a particular committee to receive the reports of Presbyteries in that matter, and
prejiaie the same for the ensuing General Assemblies, who may do therein as they

shall see cause.

-1

VI.

Sess. 5, April 12, 1707, ante meridiem.—Act anent the Advancement of Leaniinf/.

The General Assembly, for the better advancement and encouragement of learn-

ing, do hereby recommend it to the Commissioners, directed to the several univer-

sities of this kingdom to subsequent Assemblies of this Church, that at the time

of every General Assembly they do meet and consult together, and ])repare over-

tures to be laid before the Assembly, for the establishment and advancement of

piety, learning, and good order in the Schools and Universities, and that they be

careful to keep a correspondence amongst the Universities for these good ends.

vir.

Sess. 5, April 12, 1707, ante meridiem.—Act anent Ministers publishing of Books., §r.

The General Assembly hereby appoints the several Presbyteries to take special
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notice ofany book or pamphlet that shall be framed or contrived, printed or piiljlished,

by any minister of this Church, and examine if there be any thing therein contrary
to the doctrine, worship, discipline, or government, or prejudicial to the rights, pri-

vileges, or unity of this Church, and that they censure such as shall transgress

rein, according to the demerit of the cause.

VIII.

Sess. 6, April 14, 1707, post meridiem.—Act for suppressing of Popery, cfnd preventing

the groicth thereof.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the lamentable

increase of Popery in divers places of this nation, which they look upon as a sad

judgment from the Lord, and matter of humiliation to all that love the truth,

and though it were uncharitable to conclude that God is most displeased with

those ministers and congregations which are most assaulted and shaken by these

temptations, yet it is surely matter of humihation to them ; and, therefore, the

General Assembly recommends to them to be frequent and serious in fasting and
prayer to God, for restraining these winds of seduction. And besides what was
recommended on this account in the eighth Act of the General Assembly, 1699,

which is hereby renewed, it is moreover recommended, \mo, That if there beany
vacant churches in those parts that are infested with Popery, all due care and dili-

gence may be used to plant them with able, pious, prudent, and learned ministers.

2c?o, That where there are ministers already, they do frequently commune with, and
inquire at their elders of the case of the people, and of the danger they may be in, and
of the trafficking of seducers amongst them, that they may the more timely counter-

work them ; and sessions are ordained to report their diligence in this matter to their

respective Presbyteries. Ztio, That Presbyteries where Popery increaseth do at each
meeting confer anent their danger thereby, and what their duty is, and what endea-
vours may be used against this seduction, and record their success ; or, if the defec-

tion be growing, 4to, ^That the Synod in which these Presbyteries are, do at every

Synodical meeting inquire concerning the state of those parts as to the growth of

Popery, and give what assistance they can against these abominations ; and for this

end, bio. That they sometimes send ministers, one or more, that are well acquainted

with these controversies, to assist the ministers of the bounds, not only to confer

with the seduced, but also for establishing others ; especially persons of more influ-

ence and authority in the bounds. %to. Where the parish is great, that there be

probationers sent to assist the minister in preaching, that he may have the more time

for travelling up and down among the people : but Presbyteries are to take special

care that this be not iraproven for ease and sloth. 7mo, For making this anent pro-

bationers practicable and useful, the General Assembly approves of the overtures of

the Commission of the late General Assembly, dated the 11th of November last by-

past, transmitted by the said Commission to the several Presbyteries ; and in prose-

cution thereof, appoints and ordains that some probationers known in the Popish con-

troversies be sent to those parts of the nation where Popery does most abound ; to

travel among the people under the inspection, and at the direction of the Presby-

teries of the bounds, and show them the errors of the Church of Rome, and danger

of the same ; and to instruct them in the principles of the true reformed Protestant

religion—and more especially in wide and spacious parishes, where ministers cannot

be so frequently with their people ; and that there be a contribution made amongst

ministers, according to their stipends, for encouragement of those probationers in that

work ; and that ministers deal with persons who are charitably and piously inclined,

to contribute also for so good a work. And it is hereby recommended to all Presby-

teries, that they be more careful of transmitting lists of Papists to the Clerks of

Privy Council termly, with particular informations according to the acts of the' Ge-
Deral Assemblv, Parliament, and Council thercauent; and it is likewise recommended
to all Church judicatories to apply to the civil magistrates within their bounds for ex-

3 E
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editing the laws competent to them in these matters ; and where the concurrence and

assistance ofsupreme ju(hcatorics are requisite, the Commissions to be appointed by this

and subsequent General Assemblies are hereby enjoined to name a committee of some
of their number, from time to time, to prosecute the same according to law, and to ma-
nage the said missions and contribution ; and, farther, to render effectual the overtures

and act of the said late Commission, dated the li'th day of the said month, made for

the better raising of the said contribution and managing of the same ; and for beginning

this so good a work, the General Assembly does, according thereto, \mo, Desire each

minister, who has not already done the same in compliance with the said act of the
\

Commission, yet to advance a quarter of a year's centcsima of their stipend for one yeai',

and recommends it to the brethren, who are members of this Assembly, to advance

their proportion presently, if they can conveniently do it. 2do, Agrees that each

probationer to be missioned be allowed two hundred merks for half a-3'ear. 3<?o, That

these probationers be under the inspection of the Presbyteries of the bounds to which

they go, and that they join with the minister of the parish, sometimes assisting him
in preaching, as said is, and in informing of the pcojile in reference to the truth ; and

the General Assembly appoints great care to be taken in choosing fit and able young
men to be sent on this design, and for that end, seriously recommends it to all the

Presbyteries to send accounts of such from time to time to the said Commissions or

their committees ; and these young men are hereby enjoined, before they go on in

their mission, to spend at least a month in some of the universities in studying the

cavils of the Popish missionaries, and the fittest way of dealing with the people; and
the General Assembly hereby empowers the said (Commissions or their committees

to give suitable advices and directions to these young men as to their conduct in their

work. And the Synods and Presbyteries in the South are hereby desired to send in

their contributions to the Commission of this Assembly, or the committee to be chosen

by them for management thereof, as said is ; and those in the North to the Presby-

teries to which these young men are sent, as soon as it is possible, that the same
may be paid to the young men. And, farther, the General Assembly appoints their

Commission to draw up a distinct account of the lamentable circumstances of those

places where Popery most prevails, in order to move people to contribute to so pious

a work : and, seeing it may be difficult to get probationers having the Irish language

for all these Highland places which may need this assistance, the General Assembly
appoints that such probationers who have not the Irish language shall preach that half

of the daj' in which the minister usoth to preach in English, and shall be assistant to him
in dealing privately with those who have only English ; and, in like manner, the As-
sembly recommends that some fit books be dispersed among the people for their in-

formation, and appoints that special care be taken to excite and keep the people intent

on practical godliness, and to show how Popery is destructive thereto; and ministers are

obtested to beware of selt-eonfidence in the management of this work, or of leaning

to their own abilities and gifts, but that they do all with special dependence on God
through Christ, and with prayer to him for ability and skill to manage the work
aright, and to bless it with success. And, lastly, as the rolls and names of Papists

are to be given up to the Clerks of Privy Council yearly, so it is hereby appointed

and ordained, that at every Synod the names of the Papists within the several

j)arishes of their bounds be given in to the clerk of the Synod, that their increase or

decrease may be the better known, and suitable provision may be made for recover-

ing the seduced, and preventing the seduction of more, and that the several Synods

do transmit these lists of Papists yearly to the Coiuuhssions of Assemblies, and the

said commissioners are hereby instructed and enjoined to take care that the above

particulars and the acts of Assembly made thereanent be strictly observed and put into

due execution, and that they do apply to the Government, as need shall require, for

protection and assistance to such as shall be sent in mission as aforesaid.
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IX.

Sess. 8, April 16, 1707.

—

Act approving the Actings and Proceedings of the Commission

of the General Assembly, anno 1706.

(In similar terms to the corresponding Acts of preceding years.)

Sess. 9, April 17, 1707.

—

Act concerning the Sgnod of Orkney^ and Erecting another

Presbytery there.

The General Assembly, having heard the report of their Committee for the Affairs

of the Church in the North, the Highlands, and Islands, to whom the petitions for

the Presbyteries of Zetland, Orkney, and Caithness, were referred, and also having

heard the commissioners from these Presbyteries at this Assembly, they did, and
hereby do, appoint the act of the General Assembly, dated the 11th day of April

1706, concerning the more convenient meeting and greater ease of the Provincial

Synod of Caidiness, Orkney, and Zetland, to continue and stand in force in all time

coming, without disjoining the Presbyteries of Zetland or Caithness therefrom, or

annexing the Presbytery of Sutherland thereto ; and seeing that but few of the

Presbytery of Zetland can conveniently attend that Synod, and that there are therein

but two Presbyteries besides, so that in some cases that meeting cannot do the work
of a Synod, and there being eighteen ministers in the Presbytery of Orkney, the

General Assembly did, and hereby do, divide and erect the same into two Presby-

teries, viz., the ministers of the parishes in the mainland and south isles of Orkney,
iwith a ruling elder for each minister in one Presbytery, to have their meeting for

ordinary at Kirkwall, and to be called the Presbytery of Kirkwall ; and the ministers

of the North Isles, namely, Rousay, Egilshay, Westra, and Papa, North Ronaldshay,

Sanday, Eday, and Stronsay, and Shapinshay, with a ruling elder for each minister in

another separate Presbytery, to have their meeting for ordinary in the isle of Eday,
and to be called the Presbytery of the North Isles ; and in cases of weight and dilli-

culty, the General Assembly appoints one of the ministers of Kirkwall, and the mini-

sters of Evie and Deerness, to correspond with the said Presbytery of the North Isles,

and meet therewith ; and do hereby ordain the Presbyteries of Caithness, Kirkwall,

the North Isles, and Zetland, to bring yearly their books to the Synod of Orkney, to

be by them revised ; and because the brethren of the Presbytery of Zetland are at

great charges and trouble in attending the said Synod, and some of them at more
than others of them, the Assembly appoints the brethren of the said Presbytery to go
to the Synod by turns, and to bear equal burden in public matters ; and ordains let-

ters to be written to the Presbyteries in these bounds intimating the premises to

them, and that the Synod of Ross and Orkney keep a mutual correspondence, as is

usual in other Synods.

XI.

Sess. 11, April 18, 1707.

—

Act approving a Form of Process in the Judicatories of the

Chureli with relation to Scandals and Censures.

The General Assembly, having this day, and at several former diets, had read in

their audience the overtures concerning a Form of Process in the judicatories of this

Church with relation to scandals and censures, which were transmitted by the late

General Assembly to the several Presbyteries for their judgment thereupon, and hav-

ing maturely considered the said whole overtures, with the remarks and observations

jf Presbyteries made upon the same after full reasoning, both in committees and open
Assembly, upon the several particulars contained in the said Form of Process, the

General Assembly did, by their votes, nemine contradieente, and hereby do, ratify

*nd appi'ove the foresaid Form of Process as now amended in the whole heads ami
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articles thereof, and appoint and ordain the same to he observed and practised l)y the

respective judicatories of this Church as an act and ordinance of Assemblyand as

fixed binding rules and directions in the whole matters therein contained, exept the

7th, 8th, and 9th paragraphs of the fourth chapter, and what concerns the pressing

of the Oath of Purgation—as to which the General Assembly supersedes at this

time to enjoin the observation thereof as positive standing rules ; but they did, and

hercljy do, unanimously recommend to the several Presbyteries and other judicatories

of the Church, that they regulate themselves according to the advice therein insinu-

ated, as they shall find to tend most to edification ; the tenor of which Form of

Process follows.

THE FORM OF PROCESS IN THE JUDICATORIES OF THE CHURCH OF

SCOTLAND, WITH RELATION TO SCANDALS AND CENSURES.

CHAPTER L

Concerning Church Government, Discipline, Scandals, and Censures in general.

1. Our Lord Jesus Christ hath instituted a government and governors ecclesiastical

in his house, with power to meet for the order and government thereof; and to that

purpose, the Apostles did immediately receive the keys from the hands of their Lord
and Master Jesus Christ, and did use and exercise the same upon all occasions, and
Christ hath from time to time furnished some in his Church with gifts for govern-

ment, and with commission to exercise it when called thereunto, and has promised

his presence to be with them to the end of the world.

2. It is agreeable to, and founded on the Word of God, that some others besides those

who labour in the word and doctrine be Church governors, to join with the ministers

of the Word in the government of the Church, and exercise of discipline and over-

sight of the manners of the people, which officers are called ruling elders ; as also,

that the Church be governed by several sorts of judicatories, and one in subordi-

nation to the other, such as Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and Ge-
neral Assemblies.

3. Church discipline and censures for judging and removing of offences are of

great use and necessity in the Church, that the name of God, by reason of ungodly
and wicked persons living in the Church, be not blasphemed, nor Ills wrath pro-

voked against his people, that the godly be not leavened with, but presen'cd from
the contagion, and stricken with fear, and that sinners who are to be censured may
be ashamed, to the destruction of the flesh, and saving of the spirit in the day of the

Lord Jesus.

4. Nothing ought to be admitted by any Church judicatory as the ground of a
process for censure, but what hath been declared censurable by the Word of God, or
some act or universal custom of this National Church, agreeable thereto ; and the
several judicatories of this Church ought to take timeous notice of all scandals;

but it is judged, that if a scandal shall happen not to be noticed in order to cen-
sure for the space of five years, it should not be again revived, so as to enter in a
process thereanent, unless it be of an heinous nature, or become again flagrant, but
the consciences of such persons ought to be seriously dealt with in private, to brino-

them to a sense of their sin and duty.

5. These Assemblies or Church judicatories before mentioned have power to con-
vene and call before them any persons within their own bounds, whom the ecclesi-

astical business which is before them doth concern, either as party, witness, or other-
wise, and to examine them according to the nature of the affair, and to hear and de-
termine in such cases as shall orderly come before them, and accordingly dispense
Church censures.
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6. If a person be charged with a scandal, who lives within tlie bounds of an-

other parish, the kirk-session of the parish where that person resides should be de-

sired to cause cite that person to answer before the session in whose bounds the

scandal happened, and the same course is to be followed in such cases by the other

judicatories of the Church, seeing, for order's sake, they should not presume to exer-

cise their authority without their own bounds.

7. The minister of the Word being in office above that of the ruling elder, can-

not be liable to the censure of the kirk-session, but to the superior judicatories of

the Church.

CHAPTER II.

Concerning the entering of Processes, Citation of Parties and Witnesses, and taking

Depositions, and anent Fugitivesfrom Discipline.

1. Members of kirk-sessions are wisely to consider the information they get of
scandals, and consult with their minister thereanent, even before the same be com-
municated to others, that thereby the spreading of the scandal may be prevented,

and it may be removed by private admonition, according to our Lord and Saviour's

rule, Matth. xviii. 15, which, if amendment follow, is the far better way of gaining
and recovering a lapsed brother, whereas the needless spreading of a scandal does
sometimes harden the guilty, grieve the godly, and is dishonourable to rehgion.

2. When any business is moved in a Church judicatory, whether by information,

petition, or otherwise, they are, in the first place, to consider, whether the matter in

its circumstantiated case, be proper for them to enter upon, and whether it be orderly

brought in, and proper for them to cognosce and discuss it themselves, or prepare it

for superior judicatories, and should endeavour to shorten their work as much as

with the edification of the Church they can, especially as to the head of scandal,

but still, on all occasions, the office-bearers in the house of God are to show all pru-
dent zeal against sin.

3. In proceeding in all causes where there is any person or parties concerned, the
judicatory is to see that, before they proceed, these persons or parties be duly sisted

before them by a legal and timeous citation in writing, bearing its cause, either at

the instance of a party complaining, or, at least, by order of the judicatory ; and, if

they be residing within the parish, the same may be upon forty-eight hours' adver-
tisement, and the execution of the summons bearing its cause, and made before two
or three witnesses, inserted, is to be returned by the beadle or officer in writing, and
the persons cited called at the door ; and this is especially to be obser\'ed by Pres-
byteries and other superior judicatories of the Church.

4. Sometimes it may be fit that the party be privately spoken to before any cita-

tion be given, or process begun, for their better gaining, in which case, the minister
is to exercise his own discretion, and take the concurrence of elders and others with
him ; but if the party cited as above appear not, there ought to be a second and then
a third citation given by the order of the sessions and Presbyteries, either person-
ally, or left at their dwelling-house, before the judicatory declare the person con-
tumacious, unless the party be cited to appear before a superior judicatoiy, by refer-

ence or appeal, in which case there is not that need of so many citations before the
superior judicatory, the party having actually appeared before the inferior judicatory;

and being cited apud acta to appear before the superior, and the same marked in
the minutes, or having been declared contumacious before the cause was brought
before the superior judicatory.

5. All citations apud acta are peremptory, and if instructed, infer contumacy, if

not obeyed.

6. If the person do not appear on the third citation, or upon a citation apud acta,

and no relevant excuse adduced and verified, though in that case he be censurable
for contumacy, yet it may be fit the judicatory proceed to take cognition, either by
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examining witnesses upon oath, or by other documents, of the verity of the scandals

delated against him, before they censure him for contumacy.

7. If the party appear, then the moderator is to inform the person of the occasion

of his being called, and to give him, if desired, a short note in writing thereof, with

the names of the witnesses that are to be made use of.

8. There seems to be no need of accusers or informers in ecclesiastical processes,

where the same are not raised at the instance of a party complaining formally, but

the party, if cited by order of the judicatory, is to answer the judicatory in what is

laid to his charge ; yet so, that if the party cited be found innocent and acquitted,

those who informed the judicatory, whether the party require it or not, ought

to be noticed for either their calumny or imprudence, as the judicatory shall find

cause.

9. If there be witnesses to be made use of in the process, a list of their names

ought to be given to the defenders some time before, or at least at their compear-

ance, and the witnesses ought to be timeously cited to give evidence, and, if tliey

refuse after three citations given, and executions returned, may be proceeded with

as contumacious, or if judged needful, after the first or second citation, application

mav be made to the civil magistrate, that he may oblige them to appear.

10. Before the witnesses be judicially examined, the accused person is to be called,

and the relevancy of the libel discussed, and if the defender compear, he may object

against any of them, and if the objection be relevant, and made evident to the judi-

catory, the witnesses are to be cast ; but a person's being the delator or informei

doth not hinder him to be a witness, except in the case where he formally com-

plained for his own interest, or of pregnant presumptions of malice against the persoi

accused.

11. Though there be no relevant objection, yet the witnesses are solemnly to b
purged of malice, bribe, or good deed done, or to be done, and of partial counsel.

12. The witnesses are to be sworn and examined in the presence of the accused

party, if compearing, and he may desire the moderator to propose such questions or

cross questions to the witnesses as may tend for his exculpation, which, if the judica-

tory think pertinent, are to be proposed ; but no accused person is to interrupt the

witnesses, or speak during the time of deposition.

13. If the party accused do before probation offer grounds of exculpation to be

proven by witnesses, the moderator and clerk, if required, are to give warrant to cite

the ^witnesses upon the parties' charges, the relevancy of the offered exculpation

being first considered and sustained by the judicatory, and if the exculpation be fully

proven as to the substance of the scandal, all further proof of the libel and accusation

must there sist, and the defender is to be assoilzied ; as if the libel be special as to

the time and place of a fact, and the accused more pregnantly allege and clearly

prove alibi ; but if the substance of the scandal be once sustained and deponed upon,

there can be no place for exculpation, unless it be as to some extenuating or allevi-

ating circumstances, not contrary to, but consistent with, the depositions already

taken.

14. K witnesses cannot subscribe their names to their deposition, the clerk is to

mark that they declare they cannot write, and the moderator is to subscribe the same,

whether they can subscribe or not.

15. After the depositions are ended, the parties being removed, the members of the

judicatory, at the same or some after diet thereto appointed, arc to advise the cause,

and there and then to reason the affair calmly, speaking always to the moderator one

after another, without interrupting one another, using no reflecting language to or of

one another, nor too long harangues or digressions.

16. If any person or persons under process for scandals abscond, they should,

after beino- called before the judicatory, and not compearing, be cited first from the

pulpit of the parish where the process depends, and where they reside, and if they do

not thereupon appear before the judicatory, before whom the process depends, they

are by order of the Presbytery to be cited from the pulpits of all the kirks within their

bounds, to compear before the Presbytery ; and if they do not then compear, they arc

lo be declared fugitive from church discipline, and the same intimated in all the
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kirks within the bounds of the Presbytery, desiring, that if any knows of the said

fugitives, they may acquaint the minister or elder of the bounds thereof; and the

Presbytery are to sist thfere until they get further notice of these persons.

I
CHAPTER III.

Concerning Swearers, Cursers, Profaners of the Lord's Day, Drunhards, and other

Scandals of that nature.

1. It may fall out that one single act of drunkenness,'"or breach of the Lord's

Day, disobedience to parents, or of swearing, cursing, scolding, fighting, lying, cheat-

ing, or stealing, may be clothed with such circumstances as may be a just ground of

process immediate!}', and even bring the persons guiky under the censure of the

lesser excommunication and suspension from the benefit of the sealing ordinances,

and require their appearance in presence of the congregation to be rebuked, before

relaxation ; but the weight of this is duly to be pondered, and Church judicatories,

and members thereof, are to consider whether the private admonition of persons al-

leged and found guilty of the above scandals, if not clothed with such circumstances,

or the bringing them to public, will tend most to edification, and proceed accord-

ingly.

2. But ordinarily in all such offences, the guilty, for the first fault, should be spoken
to in private by the minister or an elder, and admonished ; and on promise from a
sense of guilt to amend, they may sist there.

3. But if the person relapse, he should be called before the session, and if found

guilty, may be there judicially rebuked ; where the session on promise, from a due
sense of sin to amend, may again sist.

4. But ifthe person amend'not after that, the session should ordci ly proceed, unless

repentance appear, and due satisfaction be offered, till they inflict the censure of the

lesser excommunication and suspension from the benefit of the sealing ordinances,

under which the censured are to lie, till amendment and reformation.

5. With respect to scandals, the grossness whereof makes it necessary to bring the

persons guilty oftener than once before the congregation, the rules prescribed by the

fourth Act of the General Assembly, «?;no 1705, are to be followed.

6. If the guilty persons continue in this condition, or lie under the censure of the

lesser excommunication a considerable time, and yet be found frequently relapsing in

these vices they are censured for, it may be constructed such a degree of contumacy,
and so aggravate the crime as to found a process of the censure of the higher excom-
munication, which is to be inflicted or not, as may tend most to the reclaiming of

the guilty person, and edification of the Chm-ch.

CHAPTER IV.

Concerning the Sin of Fornication, Adultery, and Scandalous Carriage tending thereto.

1. In delations about the sin of uncleanness, it falls frequently out, that when the

matter is put to the strictest trial, all that can be proven is but presumptions of guilt

or scandalous behaviour, and not the act of uncleanness, the same being a work of

darkness : and therefore this should oblige the kirk-session to be very cautious how to

admit the public entering a process without good warrant, where there is not a child

in the case, unless the scandal be very flagrant.

2. Many of these actions which give occasion to the raising a scandal of unclean-

ness are such as are not themselves alone publicly censurable, but to be passed by with

a private rebuke or admonition.

3. Yet some of those actions which come under the name of scandalous behaviour

may be so lascivious and obscene, and clothed with such circumstances as may be as

oflensive as the act of uncleanness itsclti and as censm-able.

4. If a married woman, whose husband hath been notourly absent for a consider-

able time, beyond the ordinary time that women use to go with child, be found with
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child, this also may give ground to a kirk-session for a process against her ; but in

this case, judicatories should be prudent in considering well all circumstances, and
whether or not the person hath been always of entire fame before, as also how the

public fame now runs.

5. When an unmarried woman is known to be with child, the same gives ground
to a kirk-session for a process against her, and after she is cited before the session and
appeareth, she is to be interrogated who is the father of that child, and though in

other cases the divulging of a secret may be %'ery imprudent, and, indeed, the raising

of a scandal
; yet in this case, where there is a child, whereby there is an undeniable

scandal, and the keeping secret of the father a ground of greater offence, and of sus-

pecting many innocent persons, if she discover not the father, she is to be looked

upon as contumacious.

6. Prudence may sometime require that the person she nameth to be the father of

the child l)e informed thereofj and spoken to privately, and if he deny the same, he is

seriously to be dealt with to confess ; but if he still deny, then the session is to cause

cite him to appear before them.

7. In this process, when the delated father compeareth, he is to be interrogated,

and if he deny, he is to be confronted with the woman, and the presumptions as par-

ticularly held forth as possible, and all along, there should be private treating with

him, in ail meekness, charity, and seriousness, and if, after all this, he deny, though the

woman's testimony can be no sufficient evidence against him, yet pregnant presump-
tions, such as sus])icious frequenting her company, or being «ofe« cum sola in locosus-

pecto, or in suspected postures, and such like, which he cannot disprove to the satisfac-

tion of the session, may so lay the guilt upon him, as to show him that there appears no
other way of removing the scandal, but his appearance to be publicly rebuked there-

for: If he will not submit himself to be rebuked as above, it perhaps may be more
for edification, that a true narrative of the case be laid before the congregation, and
intimation given, that there can be no further procedure in that matter till God in his

Providence give further light, and to sist there at the time, than that an oath be pressed,

and upon refusal, proceed to the higher excommunication ; but if the person accused

do offer his oath of purgation, and crave the privilege thereof, the Presbytery may (if

they shall judge it for edification and removing of the scandal) allow the same, which
may be to this purpose :

" I, A. B., now luider process before the Presbytery of

, for the sin of , alleged to be committed by me with C. D., and lying

under that grievous slander, being repute as one guilty of that sin, I, for ending of

the saidprocess, and giving satisfaction to all good people, do declare, before God and
this , that I am innocent and free of the said sin of , or having carnal

knowledge of the said C. D. ; and hereby call the great God, the judger and avenger
of all falsehood, to be witness and judge against me in this matter if I be guilty ; and
this I do, by taking his blessed name in my mouth, and swearing by Him who is the

great judge, punisher, and avenger, as said is, and that in the sincerity of my heart,

according to the truth of the matter and mine own conscience, as I shall answer to

God in the last and great day, when I shall stand before him to answer for all that I

do in the flesh, and as I would partake of his glory in heaven after this life is at an
end."

;

8. In taking this oath for purgation, all tenderness and caution are to be used, nor
is the session to press any man thereto, but they are to deal with him and his con-

'

science as in the sight of God, and if he offer to give his oath, the judicatory are to

accept it or not as they shall see cause, and then to proceed to remove the scandal

with the advice of the Presbytery, as may be most to edification ; but this oath is not

to be taken in any case but this, when the presumptions are so great that they create

such jealousy in that congregation and session, that nothing will remove the suspi-

cion but the man's oath of purgation, and when his oath will probably remove the

scandal and suspicion, in all other cases this oath is in vain, and so should not be ad-

mitted, and never but by advice of the Presbytery.

9. This oath for purgation is to be taken either before the kirk-session or Presby-
tery or the congregation, as the Presbytery shall determine, and if the oath be taken
before the session or Presbytery, it is to be intimated to the congregation that such
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a person hath taken such an oath, and the party may be obhged to be present in the con-
gregation, and may be put pubUcly to own his purging himself by oath, and so be de-
clared free from the alleged scandal.

10. After an end is made as above with the delated father, the woman is to be
dealt with to give the true father ; and if, after all serious dealing and due dilio-ence

she give no other, she is to be censured according to the quality of the offence con-
fessed by her, without naming the person delated by her, the judicatory reserving
place for further censure upon fiarther discovery.

11. If the woman who hath brought forth the child doth declare she knoweth not
the father, alleging she was forced, as in the fields, by a person unknown, or any the
like reason ; in these cases great prudence is to be used, the former behaviour of the
woman exactly searched into, and she seriously dealt with to be ingenuous; and if she
hath been of entire fame she may be put to it to declare the truth as if she were upon
oath, but not without the advice of the Presbytery, and no formal oath should be
taken ; and if the woman confess she was not forced, but doth not know the man,
whether married or unmarried, the same censure is to be inflicted upon her as in the
case of adultery.

12. If a person doth voluntarily confess uncleanness, and if there be no child, and
the case be brought to the kirk-session, the session is to inquire what presumptions
there are of the truth of the thing confessed, or what may have moved the person to

make that confession, whether it floweth from disquietness of mind, or from sinistrous

design, as when a man suing to a woman for marriage is denied, and for revenge, or

for to obtain his desire, spreads the report that he hath been guilty with her, they are

to be dealt with according as the presumptions upon search are found, or not.

13. If it be found that there is no ground for the confession, and that it is false,

the person confessing is to be censured as defaming himself, and likewise as a slan-

derer of the other party ; and withal application is to be made by the session to the
civil magistrate that he may be punished according to law.

14. If there be need of witnesses, the directions formerly mentioned. Chapter II.

are to be followed.

15. When persons guilty of uncleanness hve one in one parish and another in an-
other parish, the process against them and censures are to be before the session of the

parish where the woman liveth, or where the scandal is most notour.

16. If a scandal of uncleanness be committed where neither party resides, as it

persons having their fixed residence in one parish do commit uncleanness in another
parish, or perhaps in the fields, or in the time of fairs or markets, in these cases they

are to be processed and censured where their ordinary abode is, except the place of

their abode be at a considerable distance fi-om the place where the sin was committed,
and the scandal be most flagrant where it was committed.

17. When there is a scandal of uncleanness, whereof persons are guilty living in

different parishes, the session where the sin was committed is to acquaint the other

sessions where any of the persons resides, who are ex debito to cause summon these

persons to appear before that session where the scandal is to be tried.

18. When a person is convicted of scandal by a session of another congregation

than his own, and the censure of the lesser excommunication is inflicted, the session

is to send an account thereof to that session to which he belongs ; but there is no need

of any other sentence of his own session to fix the censure on him, but only a public

intimation thereof to be made in his own parish.

19. When a person is censured and absolved from his scandal in another congre-

gation than where he lives, he is to bring a testimonial of his absolution, which is to

be intimated to the congregation he lives in, if the scandal be also flagrant there

;

otherwise, it will be sufficient to intimate the same to the session, and the same is

to be done in the case ofthe profession of repentance, where there has been a sentence

of the lesser excommunication.

3 F
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CHAPTEE V.

Concerni/iff Appealsfrom a K/rk- Session to a Presbytery, §-c.

1. All persons who judge themselves leased by the procedure or sentence of a kirk-

session, may appeal to the Presbytery, by declaring and protesting at passing of the

sentence, and should thereupon, according to the eighth act of the General Assembly,

1694, give in the appeal, with the reasons thereof, in writing, to the moderator or

clerk of the session, within the space of ten days after the time of appealing, and pro-

cure extracts thereof, and present the same to the next meeting of the Presbytery

thereafter, if there be a competent time, at least ten free days betwixt the time of ap-

pealing and the meeting of the Presbytery, and should then insist in the appeal,

wherein, if the appellant fail, the appeal, ipso facto, falls and becomes null, and the ap-

pellant is to l3e held as contumacious, and proceeded against accordingly by the kirk-

session.

2. When an appeal is brought from a kirk-session to a Presbytery, the Presbytery

is to consider whether the cause is of that nature as it behoved at length to come to

the Presbytery by the course of discipline, before the final determination thereof, as

if it be in a process of alleged adultery, or such like, then the Presbytery, to save

themselves time, may fall upon the consideration of the affair without insisting much
upon the bene or male appellatum, though it seem to be preposterously appealed.

.3. But if the cause be such as the kirk-session are the competent and proper judges

of even to its ultimate decision, and if there hath been no cause given bv the kirk-ses-

sion, by their breaking the rules of an orderly process, either by the course of the pro-

cess, or by the incompetency of the censure, the Presbytery is not to sustain the appeal.

4. If the Presbytery do not sustain the appeal, and find there hath been some fault,

passion, or culpable mistake in the appellant, the Presbytery is to inflict some cen-

sure, such as a reproof before the Presbytery, or appoint an acknowledging of their
j

precipitancy before their own session, or such like, on those appealers they find to J

have been malicious and litigious, thereby to prevent unnecessary appeals ; and thati^

beside remitting back to the session to stand either to the censure of the session, i£

it be inflicted alreadj', or to sist themselves during the process if it be depending.

5. K the appeal be sustained, and yet upon proceeding on the cause the Presbj'-

tery find the appellant censurable, it is always to be minded that whatever censure

be inflicted to remove the offence he hath given to the Presbytery, yet the appellant,

if found guilty, is to undergo a censure, cither before the kirk-session or congregation

he belongs to, such as the Presbytery thinks he deserves, else Presbyteries will be

always troubled with appeals.

6. If, on the other hand, on trial of the process, the Presbytery find the kirk-ses-

sion hath unwarrantably proceeded, either in contributing to the raising of a scandal,

or inflicting the censure without a sufficient cause, and thereby the appellant leased,

the Presbytery is not only to assoilzie the appellant, but to take such ways as may
be proper and effectual to vindicate the appellant's innocence, and wipe off' the scan-

dal taken at him.

7. Herein the Presbytery is to exercise great prudence, doing justice to the inno-

cent, yet so as not to weaken the kirk-session's authority in that congregation, if in

justice it can be avoided.

8. But such an emergency may very well occasion the Presbytery's giving the mini-
ster and elders of that session suitable injunctions and rules to walk by, or private

admonitions, or to call for a visitation of their session register.

9. The same method is to be followed in appeals from Presbyteries to Synods, and
from Synods to General Assemblies.

1 0. An appeal being made by parties, should sist the eseculion of the sentence ap-

pealed from, only while the appeal is duly and diligently prosecuted, and may there-

by be determined; odierwise not unless the judicatory appealed to receive the appeal,
and take the affair before them ; and in that case the judicatory appealed firom is to
sist until the appeal bo discussed.
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CHAPTER VI.

Concerning Processes which natively begin at the Kirk- Session^ hut are not to be brought

to a final determination bg tliem.

1. There are some processes which natively begin at the kirk-session, which, for the

atrocity of the scandal, or difficulty in the affair, or general concern, the session ha^ng
the opportunity of frequent meetings of the Presbyter}' to have recourse unto, do not

determine of themselves, such as scandals of incest, adultery, trilapse in fornication,

murder, atheism, idolatry, witchcraft, charming, and heresy and error, vented and
made public by any in the congregation, schism and separation from the public ordi-

nances, })rocesscs in order to the highest censures of the Church, and continued con-

tumacy ; but the kirk-session, having received information of such gross scandals, they

are to weigh the same according to the rules and directions prescribed them in pro-

cesses which belong to their peculiar province, and if they find good ground for a pro-

cess, they are to deal with the person accused to confess that which cannot now be hid

iiur ameuded till satisfaction be made to the Church, which, when done, the session is

to refer the case, and send an extract of their procedure thereanent to the Presby-

tery.

2. When there is no confession of the scandals above mentioned, the session are

not to proceed to lead probation, by witnesses or presumptions, till an account of the

matter be brought by reference to the Presbytery as aforesaid; and the Presbytery do
thereupon appoint the session to proceed and lead probation ; and after probation is

led, the same is to be brought to the Presbytery, who may inSict what censure they

see cause.

3. Sometimes it will fall out that the process is so clear, as in a case of judicial con-

fession, that the kirk-?ession may smnmon the delinquent when before them apud acta,

to compear before the Presbytery, without previous acquainting them thereof; but
where there is any difficulty the kirk-session should inform the Presbytery, and take

their advice, before a party be summoned before them.

4. When the party or parties compear before the Presbytery, if they confess and
profess repentance for their sin, then the Presbytery having gravely rebuked, and
seriously exhorted the party or parties, are to determine the censme, and prescribe

the lime and place of the parties their profession of repentance publicly in the church
of that congregation where the process began, the scandal being there to be taken

away, or remit them to the session to receive orders thereanent.

3. It is thought more fit that the delinquents be appointed to remove the scandal

in the congregation where the offence is most flagrant, especially if they reside there,

rather than in the place where it was committed, if it be not public there, and that

intimation of the removing thereof be made in other places, if the judicatory shall find

it needful.

6. Wlien persons censured for these grosser scandals do apply to the kirk-session

for relaxation, they may both be privately conferred with, and likewise their acknow-
ledgments heard before the session ; but they ought not to be brought before the con-

gregation, in order to their absolution, nor absolved, but by advice and order of the

Presbytery.

CHAPTER VK.

Concerning Processes against Ministers.

1. All processes against any minister are to begin before the Presbytery to which

he belongeth, and not before the kirk-session of his own parish.

I 2. The credit and success of the Gospel (in the way of an ordinary mean) much
idepending on the entire credit and reputation of ministers, their sound doctrine and
iholy conversation, no stain thereof ought lighdy to be received, nor when it comes
•before a judicatory ought to be negligently inquired into, or, when found evident,

ought to be slightly censured.
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3. And because a scandal committed by a minister hath, on these accounts, many
aggravations, and once raised, though it may be found to be without any ground, yet

it is not easily wiped off; therefore, a Presbytery should exactly ponder by whose in-

formation and complaint it comes first before them, and a Presbytery is not so far to

receive the information as to proceed to the citation of a minister, or any way begin

the process until there he,Jirst, Some person who, under his hand, gives in the com-

plaint, with some account of its probability, and undertakes to make out the libel

;

2do, Or at least do, before the Presbytery, undertake to make it out, under the pain

of being censured as slanderers; or, itio, That the Jama clamosa of the scandal be

so great as that the Presbytery, for their own vindication, see themselves necessitated

to begin the process without any particular accuser ; but the Presbytery in this case

should be careful, first, to inquire into the rise, occasion, broachers, and grounds of I

t\\\s,fama clamosa.
[

4. All Christians ought to be so prudent and wary in accusing ministers of any

censurable fault, as that they ought neither to publish nor spread the same, nor accuse
J

the minister before the Presbytery without first acquainting the minister himself, if
j

they can have access thereto ; and then, if need be, some of the most prudent of the
[

ministers and elders of that Presbytery, and their advice got in the affair.

5. If there shall be ground found to enter in a process against a minister, the Pres-«

bytery should first consider the libel, then order him to be cited, and to get a full

copy, with a list of the witnesses' names to be led for ])roving thereof, and a forma"

citation, in writing, is to be made, either personally, or at his dwelling-house, bearing ;

competent time allowed to give in answers to the libel, and his just defences and

objections against witnesses, at least ten free days before the day of compearance, and

the citation should bear the date when given, and the names of the witnesses to the!

giving thereof; and the execution bearing its date, with the names and designationd

of the witnesses, should be made in writing, and signed by the officer and witnesses!

which being accordingly returned, he is to be called, and if he compear, the libel is tq

be read unto him, and he is to be inquired, if he has any answers to give in to thd

libel, that they may be read and considered, in order to the discussing of the releJ

vancy ; and if the Presbytery find the same, and that there is cause to insist, they are]

to endeavour to bring him to a confession, whereby he may most glorify God ; andf

if he confess, and the matter confessed be of a scandalous nature, censurable in othersJ

such as the sin of uncleanness, or some other gross scandal, the Presbytery (whatevei

be the nature of his penitency, though to the conviction of all) are instanter to depose

him, ah officio, and to appoint him in due time to appear before the congregation

where the scandal was given, and in his own parish, for removing the offence by the

public profession of his repentance.

6. If a minister be accused of any scandal, and cited to appear before his own Pres

bytery, and do absent himself, by leaving the place, and be contumacious, withouJ

making any relevant excuse, after a new public citation and intimation made at his

own church when the congregation is met, he is to be liolden as confessed, and to be

deposed and censured instanter with the lesser excommunication ; but if, after some
time, he do not return and subject himself to the censures of the Church, he may be

proceeded against till he be censured with the greater excommunication, if the judi-J

catory see cause for it.

7. If the minister accused do appear and deny the fact after the relevancy is found

the Presbytery proceeding to probation, and to find the truth of the matter, all th^

circumstances are to be exactly canvassed, and the accused heard to object against the

witnesses. As also, he should be allowed to be present at the examination, and

modestly to cross-interrogate, and then the reputation of the witnesses and their hal

bility duly regarded, and the examinations considered ; if, after consideration of all

these, the judicatory shall find the scandal sufficiently proven, they are to proceed to

censure, as advised in the case of confession in paragraph 5th.

8. If the matter laid to the minister's charge be such practices as, in their own
nature, manifestly subvert that order, unity, and peace, which Christ hath established
in his Church, or unsoundness and heterodoxy in doctrine, then great caution should
be used, and the knowledge and understanding of witnesses much looked unto ; and,



1707. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 413

withal, if tlie errors be not gross, and striking at the vitals of religion, or if they be
not pertinaciously stuck unto, or industriously s])read with a visible design to corrupt,

or that the errors are not spreading among the people, then lenitives, admonitions,

instructions, and frequent conferences, are to be tried to reclaim without cutting off,

and the advice of other Presbyteries sought, and unless the thing be doing much hurt,

so as it admits of no delay, the Synod or General Assembly may be advised with in

the afl'air, and the same intimated to the minister concerned.

9. If the libel and complaint brought against a minister be a multitude of smaller

things laid together, as several acts of negligence or other unsuitable actions, the Pres-

bytery, in proceeding therein, are to make a Presbyterial visitation of that parish to

which the minister belongs, and at the said visitation, are first to see if any of these

things, now laid to the minister's charge, were committed prior to the last Presby-
terial visitation of that parish, and whether they were then laid to his charge, and if

they were not, it should be tried how they come to be laid to his charge now.

10. If the Presbytery find those things laid to his charge to be committed since the

last visitation, or find a satisfying reason wherefore they were not then tabled, they
are to incpiirc what diligence hath been used in acquainting the minister with the

offence taken at these things when first committed by him, and how far the minister

hath been guilty of giving offence after he knew offence to be taken.

11. It should likewise, in this case, be inquired, whether any of the complainers did
first, in a prudent private way, inform any of the neighbouring ministers of some of

these things committed by their minister, who is now challenged, before these offences

Came to be so many, as to merit a public and solemn trial, and accordingly the Pres-

bytery is to judge.

12. If the Presbytery find, upon trial, the complaint to resolve on the minister's

having committed such acts of infirmity or passion, as, considering all the circum-
stances, may be either amended, and the people satisfied, and no such offence taken,

or at least not to remain so as to hinder the minister's profiting the people, and that

the offence was taken by the minister's own people only or mainly ; then the Presby-
tery is to take all prudent ways to satisfy and reclaim both minister and people, and
do away the offence.

1.3. But before a minister deposed for scandalous carriage can be restored to the

exercise of the ministry, there should not only be convincing evidences of a deep sor-

Irow for sin, but an eminent and exeaaplary bumble walk and edifying conversation, so

apparent and convincing as hath worn out and healed the wound the scandal gave.

14. Immediately on the minister's being deposed by the Presbytery, the sentence
is to be intimated in his congregation, the church declared vacant, the planting thereof

i with another minister hastened, and never delayed on the expectation of his being re-

j
poued, it being almost impossible that ever he can prove useful in that parish again.

CHAPTER VUI.

Concerning Processes in order to the Censure of the greater Excommunication.

1. Since there is a distinction betwixt the greater and the lesser excommunication, it

seems that whatever have been the causes of the first process, yet ordinarily all pro-

cesses that are in order to the greater excommunication are to be grounded on mani-

fest contumacy, or obstinate continuance in scandalous practices ; and where there is

no manifest contumacy or continuance as aforesaid, the lesser excommunication needs

only have place
; yet in some extraordinary cases, the Church, according to Scripture

warrant, hath summarily excommunicated persons guilty of notour atrocious scandal-

ous sins, to show the Chiu'ch's abhorrence of such wickedness.

2. Even where there hath been a scandal delated, and contumacy following, by not

ippearing, it should be considered whether any scandalous practice hath been proven

or not ; if not proven, then only the simple contumacy is to be proceeded against, for

which it were hard to go a greater length than the lesser excommunication.

3. If the scandal hath been proven, and the censuix of the lesser excommunication

ntimated, as in Chapter III., it seems most re;isonable that there be no further })ro-
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ceedinjT unless the scandal be gross, or of an heinous nature, or that it is spreading

and infectious, as in heresies or schism in the Church, in which cases contumacy is to

be proceeded against in order to the greater excommunication.

4. The kirk-session having brought the process to an intimation of the censure of

the lesser excommunication, before they inflict the same they are to refer the affair

to the Presbytery, bringing their whole proceedings before the Presbytery in writing,

that the Presbytery maj' thereby have a clear and full view of the whole affair.

5. The Presbytery finding the kirk-session hath orderly proceeded, and that the

lesser excommunication is not sufficient, and that the affair is so weighty as to oblige

them to enter on the process, they arc to cause their officer to cite the scandalous

person.

G. If the party appear, then the Presbytery is to proceed in the inquiry at the

accused about the scandal alleged and libelled, and if he deny it, then they are to

proceed and lead probation as in other cases.

7. But if the party appear not, but contemn the citation, the Presbytery causcth

renew the same until he hath got three citations, and after the three citations he is to

be cited out of the puljiit ; and, for the further conviction of all concerned, intimation

is to be made that the judicatory will proceed and inquire into the presumptions or

probation of the guilt ; and this is to be done although the delinquent be absent.

8. Then the Presbytery is to order the minister of the congregation next Sabbath,

after forenoon sermon, to acquaint the congregation what proceedings the kirk-scs-

sion first, and thereatier the Presbytery, had made in the affair, and how contumacious

the party was, and that the Presbytery intended to proceed to the highest censure

;

and the minister is gravely to admonish the party (if present) to repent and submit

himself to the discipline of the Church, threatening him, if he continue impenitent,

that the Church will proceed; yea, though he be absent, the minister is to acquaint the

jieople that the Church requires him to repent and submit as above said, under the

foresaid certification.

9. I'here should be three public admonitions, and a Presbytery should intervene

betwixt each admonition ; and if, after all, that person continue impenitent or contu-

macious, the same is to be represented to the Presbytery, who are thereupon to ap-

point public prayers thrice to be made, in which the minister is to exhort the congre-

gation seriously to join with him in prayer for the scandalous impenitent or contu-

macious person, which he is solemnly to put up to God, humbly begging that he
would deal with the soul of the impenitent, and convince him of the evil of his ways.

10. These public prayers of the Church are to be put up three several Sabbath
daj's, a Presbytery (where its meetings are more frequent, once a month at least) in-

tervening betwixt each public prayer, both to show the Church's tenderness towards

their lapsed brother, their earnestness to have him reclaimed, and likewise to create a

greater regard and terror of that dreadful censure, both in the party and in all the people.

11. If, after all, the scandalous person makes no application, hut continues impeni-

tent, the Presbytery, after prayer, is to pass sentence, and appoint a minister to inti-

mate the same, and to show the Presbytery's resolution to proceed upon such a Sab-

bath as they shall name, for pronouncing that dreadful sentence solemnly in face of

the congregation, unless either the party, or some for him, signify some relevant ground
to stop their procedure.

12. That day being come, it were fit the minister did preach a sermon suited to

that solemn occasion, or at least after sermon the minister should show the congrega-

tion what he is going about, introducing the narrative of the process with a discourse

concerning the nature, use, and end of Church censures, particularly that of the

greater excommunication, if he hath not done it fully in his sermon.

13. Then narrating all the steps of the jirocess in order, showing the Church's

faithfulness and tenderness towards the scandalous person, and declaring his obstinate

impenitency ; and that now, after all other means were used, there remained ouly

that of cutting off the scandalous person from the society of the faithful, and intimat-

ing the Church's warrant and order to him so to do.

14. And before the minister pronounce the sentence he is to pra}', and desire all

the congregation to join with him therein, that God would grant repentance to the ob-
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stinate person, would graciously bless his own ordinanec, and make the censure effec-

tual, both to edity others, and to be a mean to reclaim the obstinate sinner.

15. Then, after prayer, the minister is, with great gravity and authority, to pronounce

the censure, showing his warrant from our Lord's command, and the Apostle Paul's di-

rection, and recapitulating the Presbytery's warrant, in obedience thereunto, and re-

suming the scandalous and obstinate person's behaviour, whom he is to name ; he,

therefore, in the name and authority of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ doth, in

verbis de prwscnti, pronounce and declare him or her excommunicated, and shut out

from the communion of the faithful, debarring that person from their privileges, and,

in the words of the Apostle, delivering that person over to Satan ; which sentence is

to be intimated according to the 9th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1704.

1 6. If, after prayer, or before the censure be pronounced, the scandalous person do
make any public signification of his repentance, and of his desire to have the cen-

sure stopt, the minister, upon apparent seriousness in the scandalous person, which

he showeth to the congregation, may thereupon delay pronouncing the sentence, till

he report to the Presbytery at their next meeting, who are then to deal with the

scandalous person as they shall find cause.

17. After the pronouncing of this sentence, the people are to be warned that

they hold that person to be cast out of the communion of the Church, and that they

shun all unnecessary converse with him or her ; nevertheless, excommunication dis-

solveth not the bonds of civil or natural relations, nor exempts from the duties belong-

ing to them.

18. Although it be the duty of pastors and ruling elders to use all diligence and
vigilance, both by doctrine and discipline respectively, for preventing and purging
out such errors, heresies, schism, and scandals, as tend to the detriment and disturb-

ance of the Church
; yet, because it may fall out, through the pride and stubbornness

of offenders, that these means alone will not be effectual to that purpose ; it is there-

fore necessary after all this to employ the aid of the civil magistrate, who ought to

use his coercive power for the suppressing of all such offences, and vindicating the

discipline of the Church from contempt.

CHAPTER LX.

Concerning the Order of Proceeding to Absolution.

1 . If, after excommunication, the signs of repentance appear in the excommunicated
person, sucli as godly sorrow for having incurred God's heavy displeasure by his

sin, occasioned grief to his brethren, and justly provoked the Church to cast him
out of their communion, together with a full purpose of heart to turn from his sin

unto God through Christ, and to reform his life and conversation, with an humble
desire of recovering peace with God and his people, and to be restored to the

favour of God and light of his countenance, through the blood of Jesus Christ, and
to the communion of the Church ; and the Presbytery- upon his application be satis-

fied therewith, and judge that he ought to be absolved, and thereupon give war-
rant for his absolution, he is to be brought before the congregation, and there also

to make free confession of his sin and sorrow for it, to call upon God for mercy
in Christ, to seek to be restored to the communion of the Church, promising
to God, through grace, new obedience, and more holy and circumspect walking, as

becomes the Gospel, and that this appearance before the congregation be as often

as Church judicatories shall find may be for edification and trial of the professing

penitent's sincerity ; and being satisfied in this, then the minister and congregation

are to praise God, who delighteth not in the death of a sinner, but rather that he
should repent and live ; as also for blessing the ordinance of excommunication, and
making it effectual, by his Spirit, to the recovering of this offender, to magnify the

mercy of God through Jesus Christ, in pardoning and receiving to his favour the

most grievous offenders, wiiensoever they unfcignedly repent and forsake their sins ;

but before the minister proceed to absolution, he is to pray with the congregation to

this effect :
" That the Lord Jesus Christ, Prophet, Priest, and King of his Church;
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who, Vv^ith the preaching of the Gospel, hath joined the power to bind and loose the

sins of men ; who hath also declared, that whatsoever by his ministers is bound on
earth shall be bound in heaven ; and also, that whatsoever is loosed by the same
shall be loosed and absolved in heaven, would mercifully accept his creature N.,

whom Satan of long time hath held in bondage, so that he not only drew him to ini-

quity, but also so hardened his heart that he despised all admonitions ; for the which
his sin and contempt, the Church was compelled to excommunicate him from the so-

ciety of the faithful ; but now, seeing the Holy Spirit, by his grace, hath so prevailed,

that he is returned and professeth repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ, that it may please God, by his Spirit and grace, to make him a sincere

and unfeigned penitent ; and, for the obedience of our Lord Jesus Christ unto death,

so to accept of this poor, believing, and returning sinner, that his former disobedience

be never laid to his charge; and that he may increase in all godliness, so that Satan in

the end may be trodden under foot by the power of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and God
may be glorified, the Church edified, and the penitent saved in the day of the Lord."

2. Then shall follow the sentence of absolution, in these or the like words :

—

" Whereas thou N. hast, for thy sin, been shut out from the communion of the faith-

ful, and hast now manifested thy repentance, wherein the Church rcstcth satisfied, I,

in the name of the Lord Jesus, before this congregation, pronounce and declare thee

absolved from the sentence of excomnuinication, formerly denounced against thee, and
do receive thee to the communion of the Church, and the free use ofall the ordinances

of Christ, that thou maycst be partaker of all his benefits, to thy eternal salvation."

3. After this sentence of absolution, the minister speaketh to him as to a brother,

exhorting him to watch and pray, and comforting him as there shall be cause ; the

elders embrace, and the whole congregation holdeth communion with him, as one of

their own ; and the absolution should be intimated iu all the Churches where the ex-

communication was intimated.

XII.

Sess. 12, April 19, 1707. ante ?neridiem.— Commission to some Ministrrs and Ruling

Elders, for considering and discussing several Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration that there are several weighty af-

fairs which they cannot overtake, do, therefore, nominate and appoint their reverend

brethren, Messrs William ('richton, minister at Edinburgh, &c. &c. ; to be com-
missioners of this General Assembly to the effect after mentioned, with full

power to the said persons or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any

twenty-one of the said Commissioners, whereof fifteen are always to be ministers,

to meet and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first day after

the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten hours in the forenoon ; and afterwards

the first Wednesday of August, November, and March, and oftener, when and

where they shall think needful and convenient, with power to the said Commission

to choose their own Moderator: And such like, the General Assembly fully em-

powers and authorises their said Commissioners, or their quorum, to cognosce

and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred, or that

shall be referred to them, by an act or order of this Assembly, except it be other-

wise remitted to them, and to do every thing contained in, and conform to the in-

structions to be given to them by this Assembly, and to advert unto the interest of

the Church on every occasion, that the Church and present establishment thereof do

not suffer or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answer-

able ; and they are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other

matters than what are committed or referred to them as above mentioned ; and in

all their actings, they are to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this

Church, and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; declaring

that in and for all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the

next General Assembly, as they shall see cause ; and this Commission is to continue
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and endure till the next General Assembly ; and members are required to attend the
diets of the Commission, and the absentees ordered to be noticed, according to the 17th
Act of the late Assembly.

XIII.

Sess. 12, April 19, 1707, ante meridiem—Instructions to the Commission ofthe General
Assembly.

1. That the Commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the Government,
or any magistrate, for their countenancing ofand concurring with the judicatories ofthe

Church, in what the law allows, and for putting in execution the laws against Popery
and profaneness, and seeking redress of grievances, and abuses and disorders, com-
mitted contrary to the established doctrine, worship, discipline, and Presbyterian go-

vernment of this Church, the contempt of the censures of the judicatories thereof in-

flicted on scandalous persons, settling vacant churches, and regulating the poor, by
using endeavours for providing maintenance and labour for them.

2. [Same as in 1703, 1704, and 1705.]

3. 'Same as in 1704 and 1705.]

4. [Same as in 17 05.

J

5. [Same as in 1703, 1704, and 1705.]

6. The said Commission are empowered to give advice and assistance to any Synod
or Presbytery in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.

7. The said Commission are empowered to give all due encouragement and as-

sistance to any proposals which may be made to them about endeavours for reformation

of manners, and for the effectual curbing and suppressing of profaneness and vice.

8. The Commission are appointed to take special care to keep and maintain unity

in the Church upon all emergencies, especially amongst the ministers thereof; and
to gain such as separate therefrom ; and to suppress error and schism in this Church,
and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books and pamphlets tending thereto, as

is by another act recommended to Presbyteries, and to take notice how any who
have been censured by preceding Assemblies or Commissions thereof have carried

;

and to take off the said censures, or proceed to further censure, as the said Commis-
sion shall see cause ; and further, the General Assembly does hereby renew the first

paragraph of the 18th Act of the late General Assembly, concerning Schism and Dis-

orders, and appoints the same to stand as an instruction to this Commission.
9. That the Commission endeavour to make effectual whatever halh been by this

or preceding Assemblies agreed upon, concerning the erecting of schools in the North,

the Highlands, and Islands, and what else may tend to the advancement of religion

and reformation in these places ; as also to give all due assistance and encouragement
for propagating the knowledge of God and our Lord Jesus Christ iu these and
foreign parts of the world,

10. That the Commission have a special respect to the 9th Act of the General As-

sembly, «?««o 1703, concerning the Planting of Vacant Churches in the North, the High-
lands, and Islands, and supplying thereof with ministers and probationers ; and the

Commission are hereby empowered to proceed according to the said act in so far as

they shall find it needful.

11. Seeing there is not a full report made to this Assembly concerning the libra-

ries, Irish Bibles, Psalm-Books, and Catechisms, and about the state of the Church
in the Highlands and Islands, and the remaining idolatrous. Pagan, and Popish su-

perstitious customs in some places there—the General Assembly recommends to this

Commission to prosecute the instructions given thereanent by the Assembly, anno

1706, to their Commission, and to use all means in their power for extirpating these

idolatrous and superstitious practices ; and to take care that the charges of any who
have been employed about the same be reimbursed out of the money given by her

Majesty for these ends.

12. The General Assembly hereby empowers their Commission to give all due as-

sistance to the several Universities and Colleges, when any minister is called to any

3 G
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office therein, and to receive appeals and references, and finally to determine in the

same.

XIV.

Sess. vlt., April2i, 1707 Act concerning Planting of the Hir/hlands, and maintaining

Bursars, Jj'c.

The following overtnrcs were brought in from the Committee, to whom the consi-

deration of the state of the Church in the North and Highlands was remitted, viz.,

\mo. That it be imiuired how the 9th and 16th Acts of the General Assembly, anno

1G99, and the 9th Act of the General Asseml)ly, 1703, are observed. 2do, That in-

quiry should be made what bursars there are having the Irish language, and how the

acts made concerning them are obeyed, particularly the 13th and 14th Acts of the

Assembly, 1704 ; and 5th and 1 1 th Acts if the General Assembly, 1705. 'dtio. That
at each Assembly, the names of the Irish bursare be called for, and an account there-

of given in to the Cleik ; as also, what hope there is of their being useful in this

Church : Which overtures being considered by the General Assembly, they did, and

hereby do, approve thereof, and empowered their Commission to put the same, and
the acts therein mentioned, in execution, and to take the same under consideration at

their first meeting after the rising of this Assembly.

s

XV.

Sess. ult., April 21, 1707.

—

Act against Innovations in the Worship of God.

The General Assembly of this Church, taking info their serious consideration that

the purity of religion, .ind particularly of divine worship, and uniformity therein,

is a signal blessing to the Church of God, and that it hath been the gre.at happiness

of this Church, ever since her reformation from Popery, to have enjoyed and main-

tained the same in a great measure, and that any attempts made for the introduction

of innovations in the worship of God therein have been of fatal and dangerous con-

sequence : Likeas, by the 5th Act of the Parliament, anno 1690, and 2.'Jd Act of the

Parliament, 1693 years, and the Act lately passed for security of the present Church
Establishment, the foresaid ])urity and uniformity of worship are expressly provided

for; and being well informed, by representations sent from several Presbyteries of thi

Church, that innovations, jiarticularly in the public worship of God, are of late set

up in some ])laces in public Assemblies within their respective bounds, and that en-

deavours arc used to promote the same, by persons of known disaffection to the pre-

sent Establishment both of Church and State ; the introduction whereof was not so

much as once attempted, even during the late Prelacy : and considering also that

such innovations arc dangerous to this Church, and manifestly contrary to our known
principle, (which is, that nothing is to be admitted in the worship of God but what
is prescribed in the Holy Scriptures,) to the constant practice of this Church, and
against the good and laudable laws made since the late hapjiy Revolution for esta-

blishing and securing the same, in her doctrine, worship, discipline, and govern-

ment ; and that they tend to the fomenting of schism and division, to the disturb-

ance of the peace and quiet both of Church and State: Therefore, the General As-
sembly being moved with zeal for the glory of God, and the purity and uniformity

of his worship, doth hereby discharge the practice of all such innovations in divine

worship within this Church, and does require and obtest all the ministers of this

Church, es]iccially those in whose bounds any such innovations are or may happen
to be, to represent to their people the evil thereof, and seriously to exhort them to

beware of them, and to deal with all sucli as do practise the same, in order to their

recovery and reformation ; and do instruct and enjoin the Commission of this Assem-
bly to use all proper means, by applying to the Government or otherwise, for sup-
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pressing and removing all such innovations, and preventing the evils and dangers
that may ensue thereupon to this Church.

XVI.

Sess. ulL, April 21, 1707.

—

Act concerniw] the Scriptural Songs.

The General Assembly, upon Report of their Committee for Overtures, who were
appointed to receive the report of those named to put in order the remarks of

Presbyteries upon the version of the Scriptural Songs, finding that but very few Pres-

byteries have sent in their remarks ujjon these Songs, and that even those who
have made any remarks upon them, judge the said version not yet fit for pubhc
use ; do, therefore, recommend it to the several Presbyteries to be careful yet to

revise the said Songs, and transmit their opinion thereanent to the next Assemblv

;

and, in the meantime, appoints those who were nominated by the Commission of

the late General Assembly to revise these Songs at Edinburgh, yet to meet, and
again revise the same, and report to the next General Assembly ; and adds Mr John
M'Bride to that Committee.

XVII.

Stss. ult., April 21, 1707.

—

Act conccniiufj the Hcvisiiu/ the Overtures about the

Method of Procedure in Ecclesiastical Judicatories,

The General Assembly, considering that the large Overtures concerning the dis-

cipline and method of procedure in ecclesiastical judicatories in the Church of Scot-

land, transmitted by the General Assembly, anno 1705, to Presbyteries, may be very

useful to ministers and judicatories, and deserve yet to be farther considered by
Presbyteries, in order to complete a method and form of procedure in ecclesiastical

judicatories ; do, therefore, recommend it to the several Presbyteries to compare

the said large Overtures with the Form of Process approven in this Assembly, and
report to the General Assembly from time to time their judgment, as to what is

3'et wanting and necessary to be added to both these overtures, that the same may
be supplied, by adding to either of them, until this Church arrive at a complete

system of rules in their proceedings in matters of discipline.

XVIII.

Sess. ult., April 21, 1707.— To the Queens most Excellent Mfijest;/, the humble Address

, of the 31inisters and Elders of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Maj^ it please your Majesty,

When we consider the many and great advantages that we enjoy under your Ma-

jesty's happy Government, we look upon ourselves as obliged, in the conclusion of

this our meeting, tt) renew those sincere acknowledgments of them which we did

with all humility lay before your Majesty when we came first together. Vve can-

not, without the deepest sense of gratitude, call to mind the tender and affectionate

care which your Majesty hath expressed towards us in this jimcture ; for, in your

royal goodness, you have not only hcmoured us with a representative entirely and

deservedly acceptable to us, whose "prudent and obliging management upon this oc-

casion hath justly increased our esteem of him and confidence in hmi
;
but your

Majesty hath also been concerned to preserve Christian unity and harmony amongst

us, "by manifesting a pious care not to straiten us in any thing wherem your Ma-

jesty "did judge our principles were concerned. We have such grateful intpressions
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of this your Majesty's wise and tender management, as will not only influence ourselves

to a firm and steady loyalty, but put us upon using our utmost endeavours, in our

stations, to maintain and promote it amongst all in whom we have an interest, in

which we crave liberty to assure your Majesty that we shall not be wanting ; for we
cannot but acknowledge that we are under the highest obligations, not only as sub-

jects, but as Protestants, to be constant and fervent in our addresses to the Sovereign

God, that He would richly bless, long preserve, and prosper your Majesty, whose zeal

for maintaining of our holy religion, and restoring to their just rights those that have

been unjustly oppressed for adliering to it, hath been, in the course of your glorious

reign, manifested to the world, and which, to our great joy, hath signally appeared

in your Majesty's most gracious answer to the late address of our brethren, the dis-

tressed and persecuted Protestants of France.

May the great God, in his infinite mercy, make your Majesty an illustrious instru-

ment, not only to procure a firm peace to Europe, but to restore the ruined Zion of

our Redeemer, in the dominions of that haughty monarch, who hath impiously glo-

ried in his having razed it even to the foundation thereof; that the Almighty may
be always your strength and defence ; that he may always compass your royal person
" with his favom- as with a shield ;" that he may long continue you to be a guardian

to the Protestant churches, and liberties of Europe, a blessing to your loving people,

and possess your Majesty at last of glory, honour, and immortality, is, and shall be, the

fervent prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Jo. Stirling, Moderator.

XIX.

The next General Assembly of this Church is to be holden at Edinburgh, upon

the third Thursday of April 1708, being the 15th day of that month.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 13.3d Psalm

throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by
John Dun das, Cls. Eccl.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 15, 1708.

I.

Sess. 1, April 15, 1708 The Queen's Commission to David Earl of Glasr/ow

j)roduced, and ordered to he Recorded,

The General Assembly of this Church being constituted, there was produced to

them, by the Right Honourable David Earl of Glasgow, her Majesty's commission,

sealed with the Seal ordained to be kept and used in Scotland, in place of the Great
Seal of Scotland, appointing him her Majesty's High Commissioner and represent-
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ative in this Assembly, which Commission being pubHcly read with all due honour
and respect, the General Assembly ordained the same to be recorded, the tenor
whereof follows :

—" Anna," &c.

n.

Eadem Sessione.^—Hcr Majesty's gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

Iler Majesty's High Commissioner presented the Queen's most gracious Letter
directed to this General Assembly, which was publicly read with all due honour and
respect, and is appointed to be recorded in the registers of this Assembly, the tenor
whereof follows :

—

Anne, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. The full and satisfactory accounts we have had of your o-ood
conduct and prudent management in the last and former Assemblies, o-ive us full

confidence of your meeting now in the same good disposition, and that you will im-
prove this opportunity to ^o what may be further necessary for promoting)- relio-ion

discouraging profaneness and immorality, and preventing the growth of Popery. For
these ends, we recommend to you to continue your care for providing for such churches
as are still vacant with pious and learned ministers, in which you shall not want our
concurrence and assistance. We have again chosen our right trusty and entirely be-
loved cousin and councillor, David Earl of Glasgow, to be our Commissioner and
to represent our royal person in this Assembly. And as we have sufficient ex-
perience of his fidelity to us, and of his ability and fitness to discharge this trust so
we know that he is acceptable to you. We have fully instructed him in all things we
think needful ; and, therefore, you may give him entire trust and credit. We cannot
but acknowledge our satisfaction with the zeal and affection the ministers have shown
at this juncture to our person and government, upon the appearance of an invasion
by our enemies ; and we doubt not of your being all in the same good disposition
and that ye will encourage the people in their loyalty to us, and in abhorrence of
this design, which will subvert our religion, and all that is dear to us. We ao-ain
assure you of our firm resolution to maintain the government of the Church of Got-
land as it is by law established, and to protect you in the free enjoyment of all the
rights and privileges that by law you are possessed of. And, not doubting but you
will act in such a manner in this Assembly, as that we shall have new reasons to be
satisfied with you, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court of St James's, the 16th day of April 1708, and of our reio-n
the 7 th year.

°

By Her Majesty's Command,
David Nairn.

nr.

Scss. 3, April 17, 1708.— TAe General Assembly s Answer to the Queen's gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We received your gracious letter with all dutiful respect, to our great joy and satisfac-

tion ; and we should be unaccountably defective in gratitude as well as duty to your
Majesty, if we had not all the good disposition to manage ourselves answcrably to
what your Majesty expects, and is pleased to recommend to us. We look upon it as a
signal blessing, which we earnestly pray God may long continue to us, that we have
a Sovereign upon the throne that doth so constantly excite and encouratre us to a
zealous concern for true religion, and for preventing the growth of Popery, and dis-
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couraging profanencss and immorality, which wc hope sliall cvei" moi'o and more ob-

lige us in our stations, and by all methods proper for us, to make the best improve-

ment of the present opportunity, which the late circumstances we wore in do make
so valuable, for promoting pure Christianity and a holy practice, and possessing all

that we have any influence upon with a just abhorrence of Popery, and all its errors

and superstitions, for the effectual suppressing whereof we must and do still rely upon
your Majesty's royal authority, to cause put the good laws against the same to due
execution. A pious, learned, and faithful ministry is, under God, the great support of

our holy faith, and so necessaiy a mean for the advancing of the great end of the

Gospel, that we are resolved, through Divine assistance, to continue our endeavours,

to which your Majesty doth so religiously encourage us, to have all vacancies planted

with such a ministry, being persuaded that your Majesty, in your royal wisdom,

will be careful to discourage the opposition made to us in several places, by some
that are not more disaffected to our Church constitution than to your Majesty's

royal person and government. We have had such proofs of the sufficiency, firm

loyalty to your Majest}', and good affection to this Church of the Earl of Glas-

gow, that as he is most acceptable to us, so \vc, with all thankfulness, acknowledge

the obliging proof that your Majesty hath given of a kind regard to us in honouring

this Assembly with such a representative of your royal person, to whom we shall

give that entire trust and credit which your Majesty requires. It cannot but

animate our zeal for your Majesty's person and government, that you are pleased to

take notice, with so much goodness, of the affection and loyalty shown by the mini-

sters of this Church in the late juncture, of the appearance of an invasion from your

Majesty's enemies, when certainly it was their duty, and their plain and visible in-

terest, to oppose and witness against an attempt so injurious to your Majesty, and your

royal crown and dignity, and so destructive to our peace and our religion and liber-

ties, and that threatened no less than the involving your Majesty's dominions in con-

fusion and ruin ; and, therefore, we find ourselves obliged, under the most sacred ties

of duty and gratitude to your Majesty, our only rightful and lawful Sovereign, to en-

courage more and more the people under our care in their loyalty to your Majesty,

and firm adherence to the present happy establishment. The renewed assurance

which your Majesty is pleased to give of your firm resolution to maintain the Pres-

byterian government of this Church, as by law established, and to ]irotect us in the

enjoyment of all our rights and privileges, is to us most acceptable, and shall ever be
obliging upon us to manage ourselves so as to witness our sincere and deep resent-

ment of this blessing of your royal favour. That the God of heaven may prevent

your Majesty always with the best blessings of his goodness, and ever guide your

Majesty by His counsel, till, after a long and happy reign upon earth, lie crown you
with glory in heaven, is the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most fivithful, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met
in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
W. Cakstairs, Moderator.

\Y.

Sess. 5, April 20, 1708

—

Act arjainst Popery.

The General Assembly, having under consideration what was represented to them

by brethren from diverse corners of this Church, of the growth of Popery, and what

may be the dangerous consequences thereof to the Church and Protestant religion,

do seriously and earnestly recommend to ministers of the Gospel, that in their sermons

and catcchisings of the people under their charge, they use all due care and diligence

in informing them of the abominable errors of the Church of Rome, and instructing

them in the truths of the Keformed religion, and faithfully warning them of their

danger from Popery.
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Sess. 9, April 23, \7 OS, post meridiem.— To the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, the

most Humble, Faithful, and most Dutiful Address of the General Assembhj of the

Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your ilajcsty's most fiiithful and most loyal subjects, the ministers and elders

of the General Assembly of this Church, have had so manj' marks of your royal favour,

and arc so happy in having such a Sovereign, that we should be enemies to ourselves,

and regardless of all that ought to be dear to us, as men and as Christians, as well as

unaccountabi}' undutiful to your Majesty, if wc were not earnest in our prayers to

God for your Majesty's preservation, and for the stability of your throne, and if wc
had not the utmost abhorrence of the late no less bold than mischievous attempt that

was made by the French monarch to invade this kingdom with an armed force, on

design to assist a Popish Pretender in usurping the sovereignty of your Majesty's

kingdoms, which you govern by a most unquestionable title, a title that we, in our

stations, and by all means proper for us, are resolved ever to maintain with a firm and
unbiassed zeal.

We both admire, and thankfully acknowledge, the wonderful goodness of the over-

ruling God, in confounding the contrivances of your Majesty's declared enemy against

your royal person and government, and for the subversion of the Reformed religion,

and of the civil liberties, not only of these nations, but of Europe.

As wc tremble at the thoughts of the calamities and bloody confusions that we
were upon the brink of being involved in, so we shall ever preserve a thankful re-

membrance of the seasonable disappointment of our too well grounded fears, which,

under the merciful God, we owe to your Majesty's wise conduct, the watchful and
prudent care of his Royal Highness, the Lord High Admiral, and the fidelity and
diligence of those that were employed by your Majesty for our defence and safety by
sea and land.

Whatever encouragement, Madam, that French and Popish enemy might have had
from this part of Britain, or elsewhere, we, for our part, cheerfully embrace this op-

portmiity of declaring to the world, that all of the communion of this Church are so

sensible of the blessings that, by the Divine favour, they enjoy under the government
of your Majesty, their only rightful and lawful Sovereign, and of the many advantages

of the late happy Revolution, of which the settling the crown upon your Majesty and
Protestant successors is none of the least ; they have so great a concern for the Pro-

testant interest, and such an abhorrence of Popery and tyranny, and know so well

the many dismal and lamentable instances of French government, that they have an

equal detestation of the counsels of Versailles and pretensions of St Germains.
That all attempts against your royal person and government may have no other

effect than the Urmcr establishment of j'our throne, the greater security of the Pro-

testant succession, and a deeper sense in your subjects of the happiness they enjoy

under your Majesty's wise administration—and that such success may attend your

Majesty's arms, and those of your allies, as shall set just limits to the exorbitant power

of France, give a solid and lasting peace to Europe, and a comfortable relief and se-

curity-, by the favour of God, to all the Protestant Churches at home and abroad

;

and that the gracious God may ever guide your Majesty by his counsel, till, after a

long and happy reign upon earth. He crown you with glory in heaven, shall be the

earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithfid, most obe-
"
dicnt, and most humble subjects, "the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly oi" the Church of Scotland.

Signed iu our presence, in our name, and at oiu- appointment, by

W. Caustaiks, Moderator.
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VI.

April 23, 1708, post meridiem,—Act for suppressing Schism and Disorders in the

Church.

The General Assembly, finding that there are several disorderly practices in sun-
dry parts of this Church, to the great dishonour of God, and prejudice of the Church

;

therefore, they strictly enjoin and peremptorily appoint all the Presbyteries and Sy-
nods to take particular notice of all their members, preachers, or others under their in-

spection; and if they find any ministers or others to fall into irregularities or schismatical

courses, that they duly call them to an account, and censure them, according to the

merit of their fault, even to deposition of ministers and elders ; and to apply to the

Commission for their advice, as they shall see cause, and report their diligence herein

to the next Assembly. And, in particular, the General Assembly hereby refers the

disorders and schismatical courses of Mr James Farquhar, minister of Tyrie, and Mr
John McNeilie, probationer, entirely to the Commission to be appointed by this As-
sembly ; hereby empowering the said Commission to call these persons before them,
and to censure them as they shall be found to deserve.

VII.

April 24, 1708.

—

Act concerning a Solemn National Thanksgiving.

The General Assembly of this National Church, considering what a surprising de-

liverance the gracious God hath been pleased, in his infinite goodness, to bestow upon
us in this land, in particular, from a threatened invasion of cruel enemies, whereby,
according to the unchangeable course of Popery and tyranny, by which this invasion

was managed, we were inevitably to lay our account, not only with the scattering of

our families and spoiling of our goods, but also the violent invading of our persons and
consciences, by methods of cruelty worse than fire and faggot, as the known mas-
sacres of Paris, in the year 1572, and of the Protestants in Ireland, in the year 1641,
and the continued cruelties used against the Protestants in France, csjjecially since

the year 1685, can testify and witness to the world; and that God did thus gra-

ciously appear for us when we were unworthy of the least kind regard from him,
being a people ladcncd with iniquity, and that have not rendered unto God accord-

ing to his benefits : Wc, from a dutiful sense of this signal care, and seasonable ap-

pearance ot Divine Providence for this Church and nation, cannot but look upon it

as our duty to lift up our souls in blessing the God of our salvation for this and all

his other wonders of mercy that he hath wrought for this Church and nation, and
to call all persons in this National ('hurch to give to the infinitely wise God the

glory of his free goodness, taking shame and confusion of face to ourselves, because
of our highly aggravated iniquities, and searching and trying our ways, and turning

again to the Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted—repentance, reformation, and
showing mercy to the poor, being the best evidences of thankfulness for the great

mercies of the infinitely holy God, and the only way to secure a continuance of our

blessings. The General Assembly doth likewise call and seriously exhort all persons

of this Church to join with their thanksgiving earnest prayers to God, that he would
turn us to himself in his dear Son, our only propitiation, and to one another in ways
of truth, justice, and holiness ; that he would bless and preserve our gracious Queen,
in whose fife, under him, our peace and safety are so much bo\uid up ; that he would
graciously direct all her councils, and give such success to her arms, and those of

her allies, by sea and land, against the common enemy, as shall, through his blessing,

bring these desolating wars to an end, that shall be for his own glory, and the com-
fort and joy of all sincere lovers of truth and righteousness ; that he wouki preserve

his Gospel to us in its purity while sun and moon endure ; that he would com-
passionate our distressed Protestant brethren abroad, and deliver them from the op-

pression of their cruel enemies ; that God would assist the ministers and other mem-
bers of this Church, and judicatories thereof, to acquit themselves so faithfully tol
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God, and dutifully towards her Majesty's person and si;overnment, as may more and
more engage her Majesty to be propitious and favourable to this Church, in its

worship, discipline, and government, and give all encouragement to the orderly exercise

thereof, in its several judicatories ; that he would, in his compassion, give seasonable

weather, and crown the year with his mercy ; and, above all, that he would give us

grace to fear him and his goodness, inchning our hearts to obey his voice, that he

may not be provoked to turn and do us hurt, after all the great good he hath done

us. And the General Assembly appomts the said thanksgiving to be observed in all

the parishes within this National Church upon the first Thursday of June next,

being the third day of that month.

VIII.

Sess. 12, Ajvil 2(i, 1708, post meridiem.— Commission to some Blinisters and Riiliwj

Elders, for considering and discussini/ several Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are several weighty

affiiirs which they cannot overtake ; do therefore nominate and appoint their reverend

brethren, Messrs William Carstarcs, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, JModerator,

&c., to be Commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effect after mentioned, with

full power to the said persons, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any
twenty-one of the said Connnissioners, whereof fifteen are always to be ministers, to

meet and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first day after the

dissolution of this Assembly, at ten hours in the forenoon, and afterwards the first

Wednesday of July, last Wednesday of September, first Wednesday of December,

and first Wednesday of March next, and oftener, when and where they shall think

needful and convenient ; with power to the said Commission to choose their own
moderator. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully empowers and authorises their

said Commissioners, or their quorum, to cognosce and finally determine, as they shall

see cause, in every matter referred, or that shall be referred, to them by any act or

order of this Assembly, except it be otherwise restricted, and to do every thing con-

tained in, and conform to the instructions to be given to them by this Assembly,

and to advert unto the interest of the Church on every occasion, that the Church
and present establishment thereof do not suffer or sustain any prejudice which they

can prevent, as they will be answerable
;
providing this general clause be not extended

to particular affairs or processes before Presbyteries and Synods, that are of univer-

sal concern to or influence upon the whole Church. And the said Commission arc

hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other matters than what

are committed or referred to them as above mentioned ; and in all their actings they

are to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this Church, and do nothing

contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; declaring, that in and for all their

actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next General Assembly,

as they shall see cause ; and this Commission is to continue and endure till the next

General Assembly, and members are required to attend the diets of the Commis-
sion, and the absentees ordered to be noticed, according to the 17th Act of the As-

sembly, 1706. And for the better attendance of members on the Commission, the

General Assembly prohibits the Pi-esbyteries of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries

within twelve miles thereof, to meet any of the days appointed for the meetings of

the Commission.

IX.

Sess. 12, April id,, 1708.

—

Imtructions to the Commission of the General Assembli/.

1.

2.

3.

Same as in 1707.]

Same as in 1703, 1704, 1705, and 1707.]

Same as in 1704, 170J, and 1707.]
.3 u



426 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1708.

4. [Same as in 1705 and 1707.]

5. The said Commission is to apply to her Majesty for the civil sanction to fasts

and thanksgivings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.

6. [Same as in 1707.]

7. Same as in 1707.]

8. The Commission are appointed to take special care to keep and maintain unity

in the Church upon all emergencies, especially among the ministers thereof, and to

gain such as separate therefrom, and to suppress error and schism in this Church,

and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books and pamphlets tending thereto, as

is by other acts recommended to Presbyteries ; and to take notice how any who have

been censured by precedmg Assemblies, or Commissions thereof, have earned, and to

proceed to farther censure, as the said Commission shall see cause. And farther,

the General Assembly does hereby renew the first paragraph of the 1 8th Act of the

General Assembly, 1706, concerning schism and disorders, and appoints the same
to stand as an instruction to this Commission.

9. That the Commission endeavour to make effectual whatever hath been by this

and preceding Assemblies agreed upon, concerning the erecting of schools in the

North, the Highlands, and Islands, and what else may tend to the advancement of

religion and reformation in these places, as also to give all due assistance and encou-

ragement to any proposals that may be made for propagating the knowledge of God and
our Lord Jesus Christ, in these and foreign parts of the world, and to apply to and
correspond with the Lords of Council and Session about this design ; and, if need be,

to address her Majesty thereanent ; and to wi'ite to Presbyteries, from time to time, to

excite charitable persons in their bounds to contribute towards that design, and Pres-

byteries to return accounts of their diligence in that matter to the said Commission.

And, further, it is referred to the Conunission to use their endeavours for putting in

execution the 5th Act of the late Assembly, entitled, " Act anent a School in every

Parish, and a contribution thereanent ;" as also the 8th Act of that same Assembly,
entitled, " Act for Suppressing of Popery, and Preventing the Growth thereof;" and
likewise the 1 5th Act of that Assemblv, entitled, " Act against Innovations in the

Woi-ship of God."
10. [Same as in 1707.]

1 1. That the said Commission receive and consider any representations or references

that shall be made to them by Presbyteries, and others concerned, about large and
spacious parishes, and use all means proper to them for obtaining new erections in

such parishes, or stipends to collegiate ministers in the same.

1 2. Seeing there is not a full report made to this Assembly concerning the libraries,

Irish Bibles, Psalm-Books, and Catechisms, and about the state of the Church in the

Highlands and Islands, and the remaining idolatrous, paganish, and Popish super-

stitious customs in some places there, the General Assembly recommends to this Com-
mission to prosecute the instructions given thereanent by the Assembly, amio 1706,

to their Commission, and to use all means in their power for extirpating these idola-

trous and superstitious practices ; and to take care that the charges of any who have
been employed about the same, be reimbursed out of the money given by her Ma-
jesty for these ends.

13. The General Assembly hereby empowers their Commission to give all due
assistance to the several universities and colleges when any minister is called to any
office therein, and to receive appeals and references, and finally to determine in the I

same.

X.

Sess. 13 et ult., April 27, 1708.

—

Act and Recommendation concerning Ministerial

Visitation nf Families.

The General Assembly, finding that overtures conccniiiig the ministerial visitation

of families have been transmitted to the several Prcshytcries within this National
Church for their opinions thereanent, and that the plurality of the Presbyteries who
retiirned their opinions about the same have consented to the passing of these over-
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tures in manner after mentioned ; and the General Assembl}', judging that what is

therein proposed may be of great use to the ministers of the Gospel, though not as

binding rules, yet as a help to tliem when they go about that necessary work of

family visitation ; therefore, this General Assembly did unanimously, and hereby do,

recommend the same as such to the several ministers of this National Church, the

tenor whereof follows :

—

" Seeing, for the faithful discharge of ministers' work, they ought, besides what is in-

cumbent to them in the public congregation, to take special care and inspection of

the particular persons and families under their oversight and charge, in order to which,

it hath been the laudable custom of this Church, at least once a year, if the large-

ness of the parish, bodily inability in the minister, or other such like causes, do not

hinder, for ministers to visit all the families in their parish, and ofitener, if the parish be

small, and they be able to set about it.

" For the more uniform and successful management of which work, although in re-

gard of the different circumstances of some parishes, families, and persons, much of this

work, and the management thereof, must be left to the discretion and prudence of

ministers in their respective oversights, yet these following advices are offered and
overtured as helps in the management thereof, that it may not be done in a slight and
overly manner.

"• 1. First of all, it seems needful that ere a minister set out to this work he should

labour to have his own heart in a suitable frame for it, by exciting in himself the love

of God, and the desire of the salvation of his people's souls, and the sense of the

weight of the charge given him, to watch for souls as one who must give an account,

and of the difficulty of this part of his work in particular; for perhaps it maybe
found no less difficult to apply to particular families, and persons therein, teaching

and warning every one, than it is to dispense the word in common in the public con-

gregation.
" 2. That such a time in the year be chosen for such ministerial visitation, as the

families whom he visits may be best at leisure to meet with him, when they may be
expected at home, and least incumbered with affairs ; and it were fit, that when a

minister designs to visit any part of his parish, intimation thereof should be made
either in public from the pulpit, or some other vfay, that they may order their affairs

so that he may have opportunity to meet with them at home.
" 3. It is fit when a minister designs to visit any part of the paosh, that he be ac-

companied with the elder of the bounds, and that before they go forth to the work
they may confer together concerning the state and condition of the persons and
families of these bounds, that the minister may be able to speak the more suitably to

their condition, and as may be most for edification.

" 4. When they enter a house or family, after a short account of the design of the

visit, and expression of their wishes and desires for the blessing of God upon the

family, and that, above all, their souls may prosper, it were fit to take an account of

the names of the family, parents, children, and sen^ants, and to inquire for cortificales

from them who are iatel}' come to the parish, and to mark them in their book or roll

for catechising ; and to take notice who can read, and of the age of children when
capable to be catechised.

" 5. After the minister has got an account of the persons dwelling in the family, he

may speak to them all in general of the necessity of regeneration, and the advantages

of serious religion and godliness, of piety towards God, and justice and charity towards

man.
" G. And next, more particularly, to the servants, of their duty to fear and serve God,

and to be dutifiil, faithful, and obedient servants, and of the promises made to such,

commending to them the reading of the Scriptures as they can, and jiraycr in secret,

and love and concord among themselves ; and, in particular, a holy care of sanctifying

the Lord's Day.
" 7. The minister may apply his discourse to the children as they are capable, with

affectionate seriousness, showing them the advantage of knowing, loving, seeking, and
serving God, and remembering their Creator and Redeemer in the days of their

youth, and honouring their parents ; and to remind them how they were dedicated to
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Gotl in baptism ; and when of age, and fit, and after due instruction of the nature of

the covenant of grace and the seals thereof, to excite them to engage themselves

personally to the Lord, and to desire and prepare for, and take the first opportunity

they can of partaking of the l^ord's Supper; to be especially careful how they communi-

cate at first, much depending thereon, (and such of the servants as are young are to

be exhorted hereto in like manner,) exciting them also to daily reading of the Scrip-

tures, and to secret prayer, and sanctifying the Lord's Day.
" 8. After the minister has spoken to servants and children, he should speak privately

to the master and mistress of the family about their personal duty toward God, and the

care of their own souls' salvation, and their obligation to promote religion and the

worship of God in their family, and to restrain and punish vice, and encourage piety,

and to be careful that they and their house serve the Lord, and sanctify the Lord's

Day ; and after this, it may be fit to exhort masters to take care that God be worship-

ped daily in the family, by prayer and praise, and reading the Scriptures. Secundo,

Concerning the behaviour and conversation of the sci-vants, and their duty towards

God and man, and how they attend the worship of God in their family ; how they at-

tend the public worship on the Lord's Day, and how they behave after sermons ; if

any of them be piously inclined ; if they make conscience of secret prayer and reading

the Scripture. Tertio, If there be catechising and instructing the ignorant and weak

;

if due care be taken in educating the children ; and, particularly, if they be put time-

ously to school, and how they profit thereat ; and how the Lord's Day is spent after

sermons in the family, and in secret ; in all which the minister may mix in suitable

directions, encouragements, and admonitions, as he shall see cause, and most for

edification.

" 9. It may be useful to inquire who have Bibles, and to encourage them who are

able to get a Bible of their own, and to make diligent and religious use thereof; and to

commend to parents and masters of families to have the Confession of Faith, Cate-

chisms, and other good books, for instruction in faith and manners.
" 10. If any be tainted with errors or given to vice, they should be particularly dealt

with and spoken to, either privately or before others, as may be most for edification ;

and all are to be exhorted that are in the family to watch and edify one another, and

to carry toward any that walk disorderly according to the rule, Matthew xviii. 15.

"11. As the minister is to exhort all in the family to peace and love among them-

selves and their neighbours, so, if there be any diftcrence and division, cither in the

family or with the neighbours, the minister should endeavour to remove the same,

and to make peace, and excite to follow it with all men as far as possible.

" 12. It may be also intjuiredat those who received tokens to communicate the last

season for it whether they have made use of them or not ; and those who have com-
municated may be inquired privately how they have profited thereby, and excited to

remember and pay their vows to the Lord.
" 13. If there be any in the parish who keep not church communion with us, what-

ever their motives be, ministers ought to deal with God for them, and with them-

selves, in such a way as may be most proper to gain them, and exoncr our own con-

sciences before God and his people, waiting if God peradventure will prevail with

them ; who can tell but our making them sensible of our tender love and affection to

their persons, especially to their souls, giving them all due respect, and doing them

all the good we can, yet still discountenancing their sin, may in the end be blessed of

God for their good. Jude 22, 23; 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.
" Seeing there is need f()r all this of nuich prudence, zeal for God, and love to souls,

and all'ectionate seriousness, all this should be carried on with dependence on God,

and fervent prayer to Him, both before a minister set forth for such work, and with

the visited, as there shall be access to, and opportunity for it."

XI.

Scss. 13 ft ult., April 27, 1708.

—

Act coiKTrnim/ Ministers a/ul Prohationejs havi/ifj

the Irish IjiwjHWjC as to their Sctllcnieiit.

The General Assembly docs hereby discharge all the Presbyteries of this Church
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for the fliturc to concur with any call or design of settling any minister or probationer

having Irish in any congregation in the Lowlands, unless such persons have been for

a year at least in the Highlands supplying vacancies, and no call offered to them

;

and in that case. Presbyteries are allowed to settle them, but with this condition, that

so soon as a call comes from any Highland parish needing one having the Irish lan-

guage, that such persons shall be transported.

And the General Assembly hereby renews all former acts made ancnt planting the

Highlands, and refers it to their Commission to take care that the same be put to due

execution.

XH.

Sess, ult, April 27, 1708.

—

Actfor the better Ohservution of the LoriPx Day.

Forasmuch as ministers from diverse parts of this National Church do represent

that there is a general profanation of the Lord's Day, by travelling thereupon, carry-

ing goods, driving cattle, and other abuses, to the great scandal of religion, and mani-

fest breach of many good laws, and acts of Parliament and General Assemblies
;

which the General Assembly of this Church being desirous to prevent, in so far as is

competent to them, therefore, they did, and hereby do, appoint each Presbytery

within this Church to nominate two or three of their number to attend the Lords
Commissioners of Justiciary, at their first circuit that falls to be in their bounds, and
to represent to their Lordships the profanation of the Lord's Day by the foresaid

wicked and sinful practices : And the General Assembly docs seriously recommend
to the said Lords of Justiciary to take such effectual courses as they in their wisdom
shall think fit to restrain and punish the foresaid abuses, which the Assembly will

acknowledge as a singular service done to God and his Church : And they do in the

meantime enjoin all the ministers of this Church from their pulpits to advertise their

people among whom such practices are, of the great hazard their innnortal souls are

in by such courses, and that if the}' continue therein there will be a necessity to re-

present to the Ijords Justices all transgressors of the laws made against profaning of

the Sabbath, and warn them to abstain therefrom in time coming : And, further, the

General Assembly enjoins ministers and church judicatories to take care that former
acts of Assembly made against breach of the Lord's Day be observed, and not only

to proceed with ecclesiastical censures, but to apply to the justices of the peace in their

bounds, and other magistrates, for putting in execution the good laws already made
against the breach of the Sabbath and other immoralities.

xni.

Sess. ult., April 27, 1708.

—

Act, Overture, and Recommendation, concerning
Probationers and Intrants to the Holy Ministry.

The General Assembly, considering that it is of great importance and advantage
to this Church that none be licensed to preach the Gospel as a probationer, or be
settled in the ministry, but such as are duly qualified for that holy work : Therefore,

the General Assembly does seriously recommend to all Presbyteries the punctual ob-
servance of all the acts already made concerning probationers or intrants to the mini-

stry : And, farther, the General Assembly transmits it as an overture to the several

Presbyteries, that, before any Presbytery receive any upon trial, in order to his being
licensed, they appoint three or four of their number privately to converse with him,
and to take trial of his knowledge in divinity, and particularly the modern contro-

versies ; and of what sense and impressions he has of religion ujion his own soul ; and
that they make report of their diligence herein before the Presbytery admit him
to the probationary trials. And, in regard there may be in Presbyteries different

sentiments as to men's sufficiency for the ministry, even upon the second trials, and
that it cannot but weaken the hands of intranls when their sufficiency is contested,

even in the Presbytery that ordains them ; and that it may occasion division if the

k
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Presbytery shall proceed to ordain notwithstanding of the protestations of their

brethren on the head of insufficiency ; the Assembly transmits as an overture, that in

this case, the Presbytery shall refer the whole affair to their respective Synods, and
that the Synod shall appoint some of their number to examine coram the intrants

whose abilities and fitness are thus questioned, and give directions to the Presbyteries

in such cases as they shall sec cause : And, lastly, the General Assembly recommends
the strict observance ofthese things to the several Presbyteries imtil the next Assembly,

and appoints Presbyteries to be careful to give their remarks thereupon, that the same
may be turned into a standing act and constitution of this Church, if the Assembly
shall see cause.

XIV.

Sess. ult., April 27, 1708.

—

Recommendationfor preventing competing Calls.

The General Assembly recommends it to the several Presbyteries to think upon
some overture to prevent competitions of calls ; and in case of such competitions, how
to prevent their coming to superior judicatories ; as also, an overture to prevent the

giving of a second call by a different parish to any minister or probationer, during

the dependence of a prior call from another parish or parishes, and process thereupon,

and until the first call and process be discussed.

XV.

Sess. ult., April 27, 1708.

—

Act and Reference concerning the Publishing a Version of
the Scriptural Songs.

The General Assembly do instruct and appoint their (commission maturely to con-

sider the printed version of the Scripture Songs, with the remarks of Presbyteries

thereupon ; and, after examination thereof, they are hereby authorised and empowered
to conclude and establish that version, and to juiblisli and emit it for the public use

of the Church, as was formerly done on the like occasion, and when our version of

the Psalms was published in the year 1G49 ; and seeing there are many copies of the

said version lying on the author's hand, it is recommended to ministers and others to

buy the same for private use in the meantime.

XVI.

Sess. ult., April 27, 1708.

—

Act concerning the larger Overtures, about the Mctliod of
Procedure in Church Judicatories.

The General Assembly, finding that many Presbyteries have not as yet returned
their opinion about the large overtures concerning the method of procedure in eccle-

siastical judicatories, which were transmitted to them by former Assemblies; they do
hereby, of new, require the several Presbyteries forthwith to take these overtures

under their consideration, and send in their opinions about the same to the Commis-
sion of this Assembly, to be by them prepared against the next Assembly.

XVII.

Sess. ult., April 27, 1708.—^c^ appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be held at Edinburgh
upon the second Thursday of April, 1709 years, being the fourteenth day of that
month.

This General Assemljly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 124lli Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing of the Ijlessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by

John Dukdas, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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[The following Acts, in the Original Edition, are appended to those of 1708 not
having been inserted in their proper place.]

Sess. 5, April 20, 1708, post meridiejn.—Acts conceiving the Proposals about Propagat-
ing Christian Knowledge, Suppressing Popery, Erecting Schools, §-c.

The General Assembly does resolve, that they will appoint a committee to receive
reports from Presbyteries, how the 5th Act of the General Assembly, 1707, entitled
."Act anent Schools in every Parish;" and the 8th Act of that same Assembly, cnl
titled, " Act for Suppressing Popery, and Preventing the Growth thereof," have been
obeyed, and to receive reports from the several Presbyteries as to what advance is

made in their bounds, in the subscriptions'towards the design of propagating Christian
knowledge, and in the contributions of the quarter centessima, for encouragement of
such as shall be sent in mission to those places where Popery abounds ; and the As-
sembly earnestly recommends to and enjoins the several Synods and Presbyteries to
see to ,the punctual execution of these two acts, and do ordain an account of their di-
ligence herein to be inserted in their books : And that committee, when named are
hereby empowered to act and manage in these matters, under the inspection and by
the direction of the Commission to be appointed by this Assembly.

Sess. 6, April 21, 1708, post meridiem.

The General Assembly, finding that there is no committee yet named to receive
in reports from Presbyteries of the advances made in the subscnptions for propagatino-
Christian knowledge, and other ends mentioned in yesternight's resolve, they ik> now
nominate and appoint, for these ends, the persons following, viz., the Rio-ht Keverend
Messrs William Carstares, Moderator, George Meldrum, George Hamilton William
Wishart, John Stirling, .Tames Ramsay at Kelso, James Haddo, John Bonar John
Moncrief, Thomas Wilkie in Canongatc, William Mitchel there, Neil M'Vicar
John Anderson at St Andrews, George Barclay, David Blair, Patrick Cumin"-'
James Hart, Robert Horsburgh, George Turnbull, William Moncrief at Laro-o'
and John Brown, Ministers ; the Lord President, Lord Justice-Clerk Lord Pollock'
Lord Tillicoultry, Lord Minto, Lord Forglen, Lord Bowhill, Senators' of the CoIle"-e
of Justice; Sir James Stewart, her Majesty's Advocate, Sir Samuel Maclcllan, Lord
Provost of Edinburgh, Sir James Campbell of Aberuchill, Lieutenant-Colone'l John
Erskine of Carnock, Sir Walter Pringle, Mr William Brodie, Mr Walter Steuart Mr
James Gellie, advocates ;

Sir James Smollet of Bonhill, Sir Georo-e Home of Kello
Sir Hugh Cunningham of Craigend, Walter Stewart of Panlovan, and John
Alexander of Blackhouse, Ruling Elders.

ACT OF THE COMMISSION OF 1708.

At Edinburgh, the 28ih April 1708, post me?-idiem.

The Commission of the General Assembly, taking into consideration what is referred
to them ni their instructions by the late General Assembly, concerning the propao-at-mg of Christian knowledge

; and finding that diverse of their number, and some others
were named by the said Assembly for that end, and for other atfahs specified in two
acts of the same Assembly, but the times and places of their meetino-s not havmo-
been concerted, this Commission appoirfts the same to be within the Assembly- House''
the last Thursday of each month, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and oftener, as the
said Committee shall think fit ; and they arc from time to time to report an accoun t
of their diligence to this Commission.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 14, 1709.

Sess. 1, April 14, 1709.— The Queen's Commission to David Earl of Glasgow

produced, and ordered to be Recorded.

The General Assembly of this Church beinn; constituted, there was produced to

them, by the Right Honourable David Earl of Glasgow, her Majesty's commission,

sealed the 11th day of April current, with the Seal ordained to be kept and used in

Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, and of the same tenor with former

commissions, appointing him her Majesty's High Commissioner and representa-

tive in this Assembly ; which commission being publicly read with all due honour and
respect, it is by order of this Assembly recorded in their books, ad futuram rei me-

moriani.

II.

Eadem Sessione Her Majesti/s f/racioiis Letter to the General Assembly.

Anne, R., &c.

HI.

Sess. 3, April IG, 1709.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to her Majesti/'s most

gracious Letter.

May it please yoin- Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 4, April IS, 1709, ante meridiem.—Art concerning People s Behaviour in time of

Divine IJ'orship.

The General Assembly, considering the great reverence and holy fear that is owing
to the infinitely glorious and holy God by his rational creatures, especially when they

are employed in acts t)f immediate worship, such as prayer and praise ; do, therefore,

seriously recommend it to persons of all ranks, that, considering in whose presence

they are, and with what deep humility the glorious God is to be adored by sinful men,
they would forbear bowing, and other expressions of civil respect, and entertaining

one another with discourses, while divine worship is peribrming, and holy ordinances

are dispensing ; and that as to this matter, people carefully observe what is enjoined

in the first head of the Assembly's Directory for the Public Worship of God in this

Church, entitled, " Of the Assembling of the Congregation, and their Behaviour in

the Public Worship of God ;" and ordains this to be intimated in the several congre-

gations of this Church.

I

Sess. 4, Ajml 18, 1709, ante meridiem'.—Act concerning Planting the Highlands, and
Probationers having the Irish language.

The General Assembly, considering that several probationers who have lived in
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the Highlands in their childhood, but through disuse have lost much of the Irish

language, yet upon application thereto have soon recovered it, and have been very

useful, and that some probationers, who, in their younger years, have lived in the

Highlands, and had the Irish language, and can still speak it, do, notwithstanding,

excuse themselves from preaching in that language, whereby the acts of Assembly are

eluded ; therefore, and in order to the more effectual planting of the Highlands, the

General Assembly does appoint and ordain that when any Presbytery is to take a

young man under trial, who hath lived for some time of his younger years in the High-

lands, or where the Irish language is generally spoken, they write to that Presbytery

in whose bounds he hath lived the said time, to make inquiry whether such a person

hath the Irish language, or might soon acquire it, and upon report that he hath it, or

may soon acquire it, that he be sent to supply in the Highlands, as one that hath

the Irish language ; and if the Presbyteries receiving such men on trials shall neglect

the premises, and settle any in these circumstances in a congregation having only

the English language, the Assembly certifies such Presbyteries that they shall be

censured, and the person so settled shall be transportable to any Highland congrega-

tion that shall call him, and shall be liable to be sent as a supply to the Highlands,

notwithstanding any such settlement ; and the General Assembly does empower their

Commission tojbe named by them to receive complaints from any Presbytery or parish

in the Highlands, who shall find themselves leased in this matter, and to put this pre-

sent Act in execution in all points.

VI.

Sess. 5, April 19, 1709, post meridiem.—Act and Recomm,endationforfurthering the

Design ofpropagating Christian Knoicledge.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the instructions given

by the last Assembly to their Commission, to give all due assistance and encourage-
ment to any proposals to be made for propagating the knowledge of God and our
Lord Jesus Christ in the North, the Highlands, and Islands, and foreign parts of the

world ; and that the said Assembly had appointed a Committee to receive in reports

from Presbyteries of the advances made in the subscriptions for promoting the foresaid

design, and to act and manage in that matter under the inspection and by the direc-

tion of the foresaid Commission ; and the General Assembly having heard the report

of the said Commission, that there are now very considerable advances made in the

said subscriptions ; and her Majesty having, by her royal proclamation, dated the 18th
day of August last bypast, with the advice of her Privy Council, approven of and re-

commended the foresaid charitable design, and declared her resolution to grant her
letters patent for erecting the subscribers into a society and corporation for managing
that affair ; and the General Assembly, considering that the glory of God, and the

advancement of the kingdom of Christ, in the eternal salvation of the immortal souls

of people, are deeply interested in this truly pious and glorious design, and that the

zeal and forwardness of others, both in England and the United Provinces, in carry-

ing on such a work, hath been blessed of God with wonderful and comfortable success ;

does, therefore, with all earnestness, beseech and exhort all the people of this National
Church to contribute their best endeavours, in their stations, to promote this noble and
excellent undertaking ; and, particularly, that in zeal for the glory of God, and in pity

and compassion toward many thousands in this Church and nation, especially in the

Highlands and Islands, who live in barbarity and ignorance, and toward so great a
part of the world as is this day perishing for lack of knowledge, they would cheerfully

embrace this precious opportunity of honouring the Lord with their substance, and
making to themselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness. And the Assembly
does seriously recommend to the ministers and elders of this Church to go through
their respective parishes on such days as the several Presbyteries shall appoint, and
receive and collect subscriptions for or contributions of money from such persons
whose hearts God shall incline thereunto ; and that ministers take occasion, on a

Sabbath before they begin this work, to read and intimate this act from the pulpit to

their respective congregations, and to exhort, excite, and stir up their people to sub-

3 I
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scribe or contribute, according to their ability, on this occasion. And the Assembly
does hereby recommend to the several Presbyteries within this Church to be careful

to promote the taking subscriptions and making collections for the end foresaid,

within their respective bounds, so soon as conveniently can be ; and where parishes

are vacant, that they appoint some of their number to preach, and intimate this act,

and join with the elders of such parishes, if any be, or with such of the heritors or

parishioners as will assist in taking subscriptions and making collections as is above

expressed ; and that the several Presbyteries do, without delay, call for and take in

reports from all the ministers within their bounds, containing a particular account of

the subscribers, and sums subscribed for, and money collected in each parish, and

send an extract thereof, subscribed by their moderator and clerk, to the Clerk of the

Commission of this Assembly ; and thereafter, upon advertisement from the said Com-
mission, send in the principal subscriptions and money collected, to be delivered to

any person whom the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, when constituted,

shall appoint to receive the same, upon his receipt thereof. And the General Assem-

bly does hereby instruct and empower their Commission to be appointed by them, to

promote by all proper means the foresaid glorious design of propagating Christian

knowledge ; and appoints the agents of the Church to dispatch printed copies of this-

act to all the Presbyteries of this Church, for the ends foresaid.

VII.

Sess. 5, April 19, 1709, post meridiem.—Act concerning the Better Attendance of
Members on the General Assembly.

The General Assembly, finding that some Presbyteries send not their full repre-

sentation to General Assemblies, and that some commissioners from Presbyteries do

not attend conform to their commissions, docs, therefore, strictly enjoin all the Presby-

teries of this Church to send their full representation to Assemblies ; and that they

make choice of such as are able to attend, and whom they have reason to believe will

give due attendance : And with respect to such as are chosen commissioners to Gene-
ral Assemblies, who wholly absent themselves from the Assembly, the Clerk of the

Assembly is hereby appointed to send their names to their several Presbyteries and
Synods ; and the Assembly ordains, that for the first fault they be censured by their

Presbytery, and that the censure be recorded in their Presbytery books ; and for the

second fault, that they be censured by the Synod of their bounds, and the censure

recorded in their Synod books ; and that for the third fault they be suspended by
their respective Synods or Presbyteries, conform to the Act, Session 27, ult. August
1647, entitled, " Act for censuring Absentees from the General Assembly." And in

case it shall happen that any of the persons chosen to represent Presbyteries shall fall

sick, or have any other lawful excuse for not atlending the Assembly, the General

Assembly appoints, that in due time they acquaint the moderator of their Presbytery

therevvith, and the moderator is hereby empowered to call a meeting of the Presbytery

pi'O re nata, in order to make choice of other fit persons in their room ; and if the Pres-

byteries or Synods shall find cause to sustain the excuses offered by their said com-
missioners, the Assembly ordains that what is offered by way of excuse be also re-

corded in their books; and as to such pereons as shall withdraw from Assemblies be-

fore the dissolution thereof, the Clerk of the Assembly is ordained to send an account

thereof to their Presbyteries, that they may, as they see cause, admonish them
therefor.

VIII.

April 25, 1709.

—

'Act concerning a Fast.

The General Assembly, being sensible of the many evident signs of God's displea-

sure against this land, manifested by the unseasonableness of the weather, especially

in seed-time, with the sad cflfects thereof in the present dearth and threatened scarcity,
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and the great loss of flocks and cattle in divers parts of the'land, and by many spiritual

plagues on all ranks, justly inflicted upon us by an holy and righteous God, for our great

and manifold sins, committed against the clearest Gospel light, and most solemn en-

gagements and deepest obligations to the contrary ; and notwithstanding of the

many signal mercies and remarkable deliverances that God hath been pleased to

bless us with, the forgetting of which, and our unanswerableness thereto, is none of

the least of our transgressions, does judge it necessary that a day be set apart for

solemn prayer, fasting, and humiliation, before the Lord, for the causes above

mentioned : And the General Assembly, finding it convenient at this time to refer it

to the several Synods and Presbyteries, to name a day for this solemn duty, does

ordain them, as soon as possible, to set apart a day for solemn public prayer, tasting,

and humiliation, in all the churches within their respective bounds, upon the accounts

foresaid : And the General Assembly recommends it to all the ministers of this

Church to be most serious in holding forth to their people on that occasion the

heinous sins of this land, both of the former and present time, and for their direction

therein, they are hereby referred to the causes of former public fasts, especially in the

years 1690, 1700, and 1701 ; and to exhort all ranks of persons to flee to Christ for

peace and pardon, and to unfeigned repentance, thorough reformation, and fervent

prayer to God, that he would be graciously pleased to pour out the Spirit from on

high upon persons of all ranks, bless his ordinances with more success, remove all our

distempers, heal our breaches, defeat all designs tending to the disturbing of the pub-

lic peace, either by foreign invasion or intestine broils in favour of a Popish Pretender;

that he would preserve and bless the person of our gracious sovereign the Queen,

direct her councils, and favour her forces by sea and land with success, so as that this

long, bloody, and expensive war, may issue in such a peace as shall be for the interest

of the reformed religion, and for the relief and restitution of distressed Protestants in

France and elsewhere, and of the just liberties of Europe, that he would bless the

season, and crown the year with his goodness. And the Assembly ordains these

presents to be read by all the ministers of this Church, from their pulpits, upon the

Lord's Day before the day appointed by their respective Synods or Presbyteries for

the observation of this fast ; and for this end, that these presents be printed, that

copies thereof may be in readiness for the commissioners from the several Presbyteries

to take along with them.

IX.

&SS. 12, April 26, 1709, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders, for discussing several Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are several weighty

affairs which they cannot overtake, does, therefore, nominate and appoint their rever-

end brethren, Messrs Thomas Vernour at Balmaclellan, &c., &c., to be commission-

ers of this Assembly to the effect after mentioned, with full power to the said persons

or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any twenty-one of the said commis-

sioners, whereof fifteen are always to be ministers, to meet and convene within the

Assembly- House here at Edinburgh, the first day after the dissolution of this Assem-
bly, at ten o'clock in the forenoon ; and afterwards, the first Wednesdays of August

and January next, and oftener, when and where they shall think needful and con-

venient, with power to the said commissioners to choose their own moderator. And
suchlike, the General Assembly fully empowers and authorises their said commis-

sioners, or their quorum above mentioned, to cognosce and finally determine as they

shall see cause, in every matter referred or that shall be referred to them by any act

or order of this Assembly, except it be otherwise restricted, and to do everytiiing con-

tained in and conform to the instructions to be given them by this Assembly, and to

advert unto the interest of the Church on every occasion, that the Church, and present

establishment thereof, do not sufler or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent,

as they will be answerable ; providing this general clause be not extended to particu-

lar aft'aiis or processes before Presbyteries or Synods, that may not be of universal
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concern to or influence upon this whole Church : And the said commissioners are

hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other matters than what

are committed or referred to them as above mentioned ; and in all their actings they

arc to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this Church, and do nothing

contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; declaring, that in and for all their

actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next General Assembly as

they shall see cause, and this Commission is to continue and endure till the next Ge-

neral Assembly, and members are required to attend the diets of the said Commission,

and absentees therefrom ordered to be noticed, according to the 17th Act ot the Ge-

neral Assembly, 1706 ; and for the better securing of a quorum and attendance of

members on the Commission, the General Assembly prohibits the Presbytery of

Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries within twelve miles thereof, to meet any of the

days or weeks appointed for the meetings of the Commission ; and such of the mem-
bers of these Presbyteries as are of the Commission are required all of them to give

punctual attendance on the diets thereof, and Presbyteries at a greater distance, who
have four or more members on the Commission, are to take care that at least two of

them attend each diet of the Commission.

X.

April 2G, 1709.

—

Instructions to the Commission of the General Assembly.

1. That the Commission, as often as they shall see cause, apply to the government or

any magistrate, for their countenancing of and concurring with the judicatories of the

church in what the law allows, and for putting in execution the laws against Popery
and profaneness, and seeking redress of grievances, and abuses, and disorders, com-
mitted contrary to the established doctrine, worship, discipline, and Presbyterian go-

vernment of this Church, the contempt of the censures of the judicatories thereof in-

flicted on scandalous persons ; and that they assist Presbyteries and Synods in plant-

ing vacancies as they shall be applied to by them.

2. That when any of the ministers who served under the late prelacy, whose lives

and doctrine may render them useful to this Church, shall apply for reception

unto a share of the government thereof, the General Assembly do hereby empower
and recommend to their Commission to receive them, according to the thirteenth

paragraph of the 16th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1697, and that the fore-

said Commission be careful to get due information from the Presbyteries where these

persons applying did or do officiate, and for the time reside.

3. That the said Commission use their utmost diligence for getting payment of the

money gifted by the Queen's Majesty for defraying the public charges of the Church,

and in disposing thereof, they are to take care that the public debts of the Church
be first paid, according to an act passed in this Assembly thereanent, and to the in-

structions given to the Commission of the General Assembly, anno 1706, which are

hereby renewed ; and that the encouragement granted by the General Assembly, anno

1699, to ministers and probationers who go North, or to the Highlands and Islands, to

preach, be rendered effectual ; and likewise, that the said Commission cause defray

the extraordinary charges and expenses that Presbyteries and ministers have been at,

particularly in these places, in carrying on the planting of Churches and other pub-

lic affairs of the Church there.

4. And the foresaid Commission is hereby empowered to cognosce and finally de-

termine in all references already made or to be made to them by this Assembly ; and

in references and appeals for transporting ministers to the North, the Highlands

and Islands, which shall be brought before them, according to the overtures made
thereanent, anno 1699; and that transportations to any parishes in these places,

whether privileged by former acts of Assembly or not, be carried on, and that in

the most expeditious way, providing that the Commission do not meddle with sen-

tences of Synods, excepting causes particularly referred to them.

5. The said Commission is to apply to her Majesty for the civil sanction to fasts

and thanksgivings, as occasion requires, and to specify the causes thereof.
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6. The said Commission is empowered to give all due advice and assistance to

any proposals that may be made to them about endeavours for reformation of man-
ners, for the effectual curbing and suppressing of profaneness and vice.

7. The Commission is empowered to give all due assistance to any Synod or Pres-

bytery in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.

8. The Commission is appointed to take special care to keep and maintain unity

in the Church upon all emergencies, especially among the ministers thereof, and to

gain such as separate therefrom, and to suppress error and schism in this Church,
and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books aud pamphlets tending thereto,

as is by another act recommended to Presbyteries ; and to take notice how any who
have been censured by preceding Assemblies, or Commissions thereof, have carried,

and to proceed to further censure, as the said Commission shall see cause. And
further, the General Assembly does hereby renew the first paragraph of the 18th act

of the General Assembly, 1 706, concerning schism and disorders, and appoints the

same to stand as an instruction to this Commission; and that they take notice of

what misrepresentations may be made, either at home or abroad, of the doctrine,

worship, or constitution of this Church, and that they take all decent and proper
methods for the vindication thereof.

9. That the Commission endeavour to make effectual whatever hath been by this

and preceding Assemblies agreed upon concerning the erecting of schools in the

North, the Highlands, and Islands, and what else may tend to the advancement of

reUgion and reformation in these places, as also to give all due assistance and en-

couragement to any proposals that may be made for propagating the knowledge of

God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, in these and foreign parts of the world, and to

apply to and con-espond with the Lords of Council and Session about this design

;

and, if need be, to address her Majesty thereanent ; and to write to Presbyteries

from time to time to excite charitable persons in their bounds to contribute to-

wards that design, and to correspond with the Society in Scotland for Propagating
Christian Knowledge, when the same shall be established, in order to advance the

said pious design ; aud Presbyteries are appointed to return accounts of their dili-

gence in that matter to the said Commission. And further, it is referred to the
Commission to use their endeavours for putting in execution the fifth Act of the

Assembly, 1707, entitled, " Act anent a School in every Parish, and a Contribution
thereanent;" as also the eighth Act of that same Assembly, entitled, " Act for Sup-
pressing of Popery, and Preventing the Growth thereof;" and likewise the fifteenth

Act of that same Assembly, entitled, " Act against Innovations in the Worship of
God."

10. That the Commission have a special respect, so far as the present circum-
stances require, to the ninth Act of the General Assembly, 1703, concerning the
Planting of Vacant Churches in the North, the Highlands, and Islands, and sup-
plying thereof with ministers and probationers ; and the Commission is hereby
empowered to proceed according to the said Act, in so far as they shall find it need-
fiii.

11. That the said Commission receive and consider any representations or refer-

ences that shall be made to them by Presbyteries and others concerned, about large

and spacious parishes, and use all means proper for them for obtaining and render-

ing effectual, and preserving new erections in such parishes, or stipends to collegiate

ministers thereto.

12. Seeing there is not a full report made to this Assembly concerning the li-

braries, Irish Bibles, Psalm-Books, and Catechisms, and about the state of the Church
in the Highlands and Islands, and the remaining idolatrous Pagan and Popish super-

stitious customs in some places there, the General Assembly recommends to this

Commission to prosecute the instructions given thereanent by the General Assembly,
anno 1706, to their Commission, and to use all means in their power for extirpating

these idolatrous and superstitious practices ; and to take care that the charges of any
who have been employed about the same be reimbursed out of the money given by
her Majesty for these ends.
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13. The General Assembly hereby empowers their Commission to give all due

assistance to the several Universities and Colleges, when any minister is called to any

office therein, and to receive appeals and references, and finally to determine in the

same.

XI.

Sess. 12, April 26, 1709, ante meridiem.—Actfor erecting Public Libraries in

Presbyteries.

The General Assembly, considering how much it might tend to the advancement

of learning, that public libraries were settled, at least one in every Presbytery, and

many pious and charitably inclined persons having contributed toward that good de-

sign ; and the Assembly being desirous to encourage and promote the same, does

hereby earnestly recommend it to such of the Presbyteries of this Church as have

not received any of the books sent for that end from England, to contribute amongst

themselves, in order to lay a foundation for a library at each Presbytery seat ; and

also endeavour to procure collections in their several parishes, of more or less, accord-

ing as their parishioners are able and willing to give and bestow for that end ; and

the General Assembly refers it to their Commission to use all endeavours to forward

the execution of what is hereby recommended ; and Presbyteries who have got a

share of these libraries are desired to send accounts to the Commission of their re-

ceipt of them, where they are fixed, how they have observed the rules sent with these

libraries, and what improvements they are making of them, and other things re-

lating to the said libraries, enjoined to them by acts of former Assemblies and their

Commissions.

xn.

Sess. 12, April 26, 1709.

—

Act against Bourignionism.

The General Assembly, understanding that the dangerous errors of Bourignionism,

already condemned b}' this Church, do, notwithstanding, abound in some places of

this nation ; does, therefore, earnestly recommend it to Presbyteries to use all effectual

means to prevent the spreading of these and other errors, as is enjoined by the 10th

Act of the General Assembly, held nnno 1701, and other acts therein mentioned;

and, further, does hereby instruct their Commission to use all suitable endeavours for

that purpose ; and, particularly, if there be any meetings of such as are tainted with

these errors, that care be taken to suppress the same.

XIIL

Sess. 13, April 26, 1709, post meridiem.—Act concerning the Larger Overtures about

the Method of Procedure in Church Judicatories, and other Overtures mentioned in

the Vith, lAth, and \6th Acts of the General Assembly, 1708.

The General Assembly, finding that many Presbyteries have not as yet returned

their opinions as to the overtures and recommendation concerning probationers and
intrants to the holy ministry, and the recommendation concerning competing calls,

contained in the 13th and 14th Acts of the last Assembly, nor their remarks upon
the larger overtures, concerning the method of procedure in ecclesiastical judica-

tories, which were transmitted to them by former General Assemblies ; does hereby,

of new, require and enjoin the several Presbyteries forthwith to take under their

consideration the said larger overtures, especially the Second Chapter, Sections first,

second, third, fourth, fifth, and ninth thereof; and Chapter Third, Sections first, se-
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cond, third, fourth, fifih, sixth, twelfth, and thirteenth of that Chapter; and also the

said other overtures and recommendations, and send in their opinions about the

same to the Commission of this Assembly, against their meeting in August next

;

and the General Assembly recommends it to Presbyteries to take the methods
which they shall judge most effectual, either by appointing diets in hunc effectum,

or committees, to consider the said overtures, and report to the Presbyteries : and,

to the end that the Assembly may be in the better case to consider these ancT other

things of importance that may come before them, the General Assembly recom-

mends it to Presbyteries to choose the wisest and most grave and experienced of

their number to represent them in the next Assembly.

XIV.

Sess. lilt,, April IT, 1709.

—

Act concerning Bursaries.

The General Assembly, having inquired how Synods and Presbyteries have obeyed

what is enjoined by the 13th Act of the General Assembly, held anno 1704, en-

titled, " Act for bestowing Bursaries upon Students having Irish ;" and, finding that

some Synods and Presbyteries have been deficient in that matter, and judging it

needful to continue the said act for some time, did, and hereby do, enjoin the se-

veral Presbyteries yet to collect and pay in their proportions of money for main-

taining bursars in manner prescribed by the said act for bygone years ; and Synods

are appointed to see this done, and to record their diligence in this matter in their

books, and bring an account thereof to the next General Assembly ; and the General

Assembly renews and revives the said act, and appoints the same to stand and be in

force until the next Assembly ; and, in the meantime, refers it to their Commission

to think upon and prepare some overtures for the right application and management
of the foresaid bursaries for the future, and report the same to the next General As-

sembly.

XV.

Sess. ult, April 27, 1709.

—

Act concerning Ministers deposed or suspended, and
Probationers silenced.

The General Assembly, considering that Church judicatories and congregations

are and may be imposed upon by ministers deposed or suspended, and proba-

tioners whose licences are taken from them and declared null, for irregularities and
misdemeanours, to the great prejudice of the interests of religion ; does, therefore,

appoint the several Synods and Presbyteries of this Church to send accounts fi-om

time to time to the Clerk of the General Assembly, of all ministers who are or shall

be deposed or suspended, and probationers who are or shall be silenced by them :

And the clerk is hereby ordered to lay the same before the General Assembly, or

Commission thereof, at their first meeting after it comes to his hand, that due and

proper methods may be used to make the same publicly known to all concerned.

XVI.

Sess. ult., April 27, 1709.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General Jssembhj.

The General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be holden at Edinburgh,

upon the last Wednesday of April next, 1710 years, being the twenty-sixth day of

that month.
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This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 48th Psalm,

from the 10th verse, and pronomicing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Registers of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAs, Cls, Eccl. Scot.

I

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 26, 1710.

Sess. 1, April 26, 1710.

—

Act appointing the Queen's Commission to the Earl of
Glasgow to he Becorded.

The General Assembly of this Church being constituted, there was produced to

them, by the Right Honourable David Earl of Glasgow, her Majesty's commission,

sealed at Edinburgh the 25th day of April current, with the seal ordained to be kept

and used in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, and of the same tenor

with former commissions, appointing him her Majesty's High Commissioner and re-

presentative in this Assembly ; which commission being publicly read with all due

honour and respect, it is by order of this Assembly recorded in their books, ad futu~
ram, rei memoriam.

n.

Her Majesti/s gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented April 26, 1710.

Anne, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. We have made choice of our right trusty and well-beloved
cousin, David Earl of Glasgow, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, hav-
ing had many proofs of his fidelity to us, and his affection to the Church of Scotland,
and other good qualities for discharging that trust, whom we have instructed in what
we thought necessary for the present exigency ; and, therefore, you may give entire
trust to him. The experience we have of the calmness, decency, and orderly proce-
dure in former Assemblies, very acceptable to us, and suitable to the prudence and
wisdom of so great and reverend a meeting, does not suffer us to doubt, that you
will at this time go on in the same way, and that you will proceed still to plant
vacant churches with learned, dihgent, and pious ministers; to promote religion;

and holiness, suppress vice, profanity, and impiety; and prevent the growth of Popery
and Atheism. We take this occasion to repeat to you the assurances of our royal
protection, for maintaining you in the full possession of your rights and privileges,
as by law established. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 29th day of March 1710, and of our reign
the 9 th year.

By Her Majesty's Command,
QUEENSBEKRY.
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III.

Sess. 3, April 28, 1710.— The General Assembles Answer to the Queen's most
gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We have so dutiful a sense of your Majesty's great goodness to us, in continuing

to countenance our Assemblies by your roj'al authority—in being graciously pleased

to give us repeated assurances of your protection and favour, and to maintain us in

the full possession of our rights and privileges—in your tender care to prevent any
thing that may disturb our peace and harmony, and to disappoint the designs of

such as would either divide or make us uneasy, and in the many other great advan-

tages that we enjoy under your wise and benign administration—that we look upon
ourselves to be under the greatest obligations, cheerfully to embrace every opportunity

of testifying our untainted loyalty and true affection to your Majesty's person and
government. We can with confidence affirm, that we, and all the ministers of this

Church whom we represent, will, upon all occasions, witness in our stations a sincere

and constant zeal for your Majesty's honour, and the stability of your throne.

We do thankfully acknowledge that it is a particular instance of your Majesty's

royal favour to us, that you have been pleased to make choice of the Earl of Glasgow
to represent your royal person in this Assembly. His steady faithfulness to your JMa-

jesty, and the many proofs we have had of the wisdom and kindness of his manage-
ment upon several other occasions, when he was clothed with his present high charac-

ter, cannot but make him most acceptable to us, and oblige us to give him that entire

trust and respectful regard that your Majesty expects we should, and he justly merits.

It is with no small joy that we find that the peaceable and calm procedure of for-

mer Assemblies is so acceptable to your Majesty, which cannot but engage us to be

concerned to go on in the same way, that your Majesty may have full satisfaction in our

management.
The just sense. Madam, that we ought to have of the infinite goodness of our God,

in bestowing upon us the most valuable blessing of revealed religion, of the infinite

love of our Redeemer, who came into the world to be the propitiation for our sins,

and to destroy the works of the devil, and of the worth of the immortal souls of men,
doth oblige us to acknowledge with all thankfulness to God the blessing we enjoy of

being under the government of so religious a Sovereign, and heartily to fall in with

what your Majesty so piously recommends to us, in using our utmost endeavours, in

cur stations, to promote religion and holiness, suppress vice, profanity, and impietv,

prevent the growth of Popery and Atheism, and provide vacant churches vs'ith learned,

diligent, and pious ministers.

And we crave leave upon this occasion to assure your Majesty, that we abhor all

principles that stain the glory of the reformed Christian religion, and all opinions that

have a tendency to shake the excellent and solid foundation upon which your Ma-
jesty's just title to the supreme government of your dominions, and the security of

your throne in a Protestant succession, against all Popish Pretenders, are happily es-

tablished.

May the God of heaven long preserve j'our IMajcsty, for the comfort and safety of

all your good subjects, for the advantage of the Protestant interest both at home and
abroad, and for a public blessing in the world ; may he continue the peace of your

dominions, and always crown your arms by sea and land with such success, as your

Majesty may be in a capacity signally to contribute to the procuring a solid and safe

peace to Europe, and such relief to distressed Protestants in France, Silesia, and else-

where, as may answer your Majesty's known pious inclinations, and our earnest

prayers and desires; and may your Majesty, after a long, peaceable, and happy reign,

upon earth, be possessed of a crown of glory, righteou.sness, and life, in heaven.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met

in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Mitch el. Moderator.

3k
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IV.

Sess. 6, Mai/ 2, 1710.— Overtures anent Trying and Licensing Probationers for the

Holy Ministry.

(An Act on this subject was passed in 1711.)

V.

Sess. 7, May 3, 1710.

—

Act and Recommendation concerning Soldiers under

Scandals.

The General Assembly, finding that there are several references made to them

by inferior judicatories of this Church, concerning soldiers under scandals, who re-

fuse to submit to the discipline of the Church for removing the said scandals ; for re-

medy thereof, they did resolve that this matter should be represented to the Right

Honourable the Earl of Levcn, Commander-in-Chief of her Majesty's forces in Scot-

land ; and did, and hereby do, appoint and ordain ministers, kirk-sessions, and Presby-

teries, to apply to the magistrates of the bounds, and also to the commanding officer

on the place, from time to time, as need requires, andjcrave that both officers and sol-

diers may be obliged to submit to the discipline of the Church according to law, and

her Majesty's gracious proclamations against profaneness ; and if this shall be re-

fused or delayed, the Assembly do appoint that the matter be laid before the Com-
mission of the General Assembly, that they may do further therein what the law

directs.

And the Earl of Leven being present in the Assembly, the moderator, at the As-

sembly's desire, and in their name, did earnestly entreat his Lordship would assist

and countenance the Church in this matter, and would give such orders as his Lord-

ship should find most effectual, for bringing officers and soldiers to give all due sub-

mission and obedience to the censures of the Church. His Lordship was pleased to

assure the Assembly, that as he was glad of any occassion to serve the interests of this

('hurch, so he would take care to give all necessary directions in this matter.

VI.

Sess. 10, May 6.

—

Act for a Solemn Fast.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the many evidences

of God's displeasure and fearful symptoms of approaching judgments, the great and

crying sins of the land, atheism, irreligion. Popery, many errors and dreadful delu-

sions, with immoralities of all kinds, are come to a great height, and that all these sins

are heinously aggravated, as being committed by a professing people in a reformed

land, against the clearest light of the glorious Gospel, and innumerable mercies that

God hath been pleased to bless us with : And, notwithstanding of the many excellent

laws made against these evils, and the royal proclamations which our most gracious

Sovereign, out of a true zeal for the glory of God, has emitted, and that our woeful

security under all these evils, plainly hold forth that many spiritual plagues are inflicted

on us by a righteous and jealous God : Therefore, the General Assembly do judge it

the duty of this Church, and of every person therein, to lay these things to heart, and

to be humbled for them ; and do appoint the second Thursday of July next to be set

apart for solemn fasting and humiliation in all the churches within this land ; and the

General Assembly recommends to all the ministers in this Church to be free and
faithful in holding forth to their people the heinous sins both of the former and present

;

times, and in exhorting all ranks of persons to flee to Christ for peace and pardon,

and to imfeigned repentance, reformation, and fervent prayer to God, that in his

great goodness He would be pleased to pour down the Spirit of grace and supplication

upon persons of all ranks, bless his ordinances with more success, remove all dis-
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tempers, heal our breaches, defeat all designs of our restle.ss adversaries, tending to the

breaking of the public peace by open force, or secret contrivances, preserve and bless

the person of our Sovereign, and direct her councils, and that the I>ord of Hosts

would continue to favour her forces by sea and land with success, so that this long,

bloody, and expensive war, may issue in such a peace, as shall be for the glory of

God, the interest of the Reformed religion, the relief of the distressed Protestants in

France and elsewhere, the perpetual peace and prosperity of these lands, and for the

honour ofour Sovereign the Queen's Majesty, in this and all succeeding generations ;

and that the Lord would bless the season, and crown the year with his goodness

:

And the Assembly ordains these presents to be read by all the ministers of this

Church from their pulpits, with grave and serious exhortations suitable to the occa-

sion ; and that public intimation hereof be made the Lord's Day immediately pre-

ceding the day appointed for observation of the said fast.

VII.

Sess. 10, Mar/ 6, 1710.

—

Act for the due Observation of the Fast now appointed by the

General Assembly, and of Fasts and Thanksgivinys which may be hereafter appointed.

The General Assembly, considering that by the 6th act of this Assembly, they have,

for the weighty grounds and causes therein specified, appointed a solemn fast to be

observed through this whole Church ; and that it much concerns the honour of God
and good of this Church, that the same be duly and religiously observed ; do, there-

fore, recommend it to all the ministers of this Church, that with due prudence and

zeal they do, in their preaching, reprove and waru of, and in prayer confess and ac-

knowledge, the epidemical crying sins both offormer and present times, highly aggra-

vated by the violation of our solemn covenants and engagements, and many professed

resolutions to the contrary : And the General Assembly does beseech and obtest

people of all ranks to be sincere and serious in humiliation and supplication, and uni-

versal reformation, as they would find mercy of the Lord, and have deserved wrath

averted, and would obtain the blessing of the Lord on themselves, and their posterity

after them. And because it is much for the glory of God, and peace and welfare of

this Church, that fasts and thanksgivings, whether appointed by the Church or the

supreme magistrate, for just and necessary causes, be duly observed: Therefoi'e, the

General Assembly enjoins all the ministers and members of this Church religiously

to observe all such fasts and thanksgivings, lest, by their contempt thereof, they pro-

voke a holy and jealous God, and bring on this Church desolating and unavoidable

judgments ; and the General Assembly appoints Presbyteries and Synods to take

particular notice of the due observation of this act, and ordains these presents to be inti-

mated, together with the foresaid act for the fast, in all the congregations of this Church

VIIL

Sess. 10, May 6, 1710.

—

Act concerniny Bills or Petitions for Charity.

The General Assembly does enact and declare, that in all time coming, no peti-

tions for charity shall be transmitted to nor regarded by the General Assembly, unless

the petitioners produce therewith ample testimonials as to their life and conversation,

and recommendations from the Synod or Presbytery of the bounds where they reside,

bearing such persons to be truly objects of charity.

IX.

Sess. 11, 3Iay 8, 1710.—Actfor suppressiny Bouriynionism.

The General Assembly, finding by instructioas tVom several Presbyteries to their

commissioners, that the gross heresies and errors going under the name of Bourignion-

ism are greatly prevailing in the bounds of several Synods in this National Church

;
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tlicy( as a remedy against the same) do appoint'^all ministers in whose parishes the

foresaid errors do' abound to ]ireacli most particularly and faitht'uily against the same ;

and that all Presbyteries in whose bounds the ibresaid errors do prevail do oblige all

schoolmasters, teachers, governors of youth, and chaplains within their province, to

subscribe the Confession of Faith, as the confession of their faith ; and if any of the

foresaid persons refuse to do the same, that thereupon the Presbytery declare the said

l)ersons incapable of such offices, and apply to the heritors and heads of families con-

cerned, in order to their discharging the said persons from the foresaid offices; and in

case of their refusal to comply therewith, that the Presbytery do send up the names

of the foresaid jiersons refusing to subscribe the Confession of Faith, unto the Com-
mission of the General Assembly, together with the names of the parishes and families

in which they reside, that so the said Commission may proceed against all such ])er-

sons as thev shall sec cause. And all Presbyteries, in whose bounds there are any

societies ofBourignionists, avowedly professing these principles, and dispersing the

books containing the same, are hereby ordained to send in to the Commission of the

General Assembly an exact and full account of the particular leading persons of the

said societies, together with the names and errors of the books they are dispersing

;

and the said Commission is enjoined to take such measures as they shall judge most

convenient for the effectual su])pressing of the same ; and they are hereby also in-

structed to apply to the Government for hindering of incorrect, false, and spurious

translations of the Bible, to be spread abroad : And, lastly, the Assembly recommends

to the professors of divinity within this National Church to make a full collection of

the errors of Antonia Bourignion. and of such other errors as do reflect upon the

natin-e, person, and offices of our Lor:! Jesus Christ, and to write a confutation of the

same.

Scss. 12, Mai/ 9, 1710.

—

Act conccnunrj Bursaries and Students having Irish.

The CTcneral Assembly, taking into their consideration, that now, through the mercy

and goodness of God, most of the Lowlar.d Presbyteries arc competently planted,

and that the promoting of knowledge, religion, and civility in the Highlands, is the

conmicm concern of this National ('liurch ; do, therefore, enact and ajipoint, that the

one-half of the whole bursaries of all the Presbyteries within Scotland, the whole to

be applied for the education of such youths as have the Irish language, in philosophy

and divinity at the Colleges of Glasgow, Edinburgh, St Andrews, and Aberdeen,

and that the same be paid to collectors to be appointed by the Presbyteries of Glas-

gow, Edinbm-gh, St Andrews, and Aberdeen, (which Presbyteries are to be ac-

countable to their respective Synods concerned for what money they receive ; and,

for this end, that the Synods of Glasgow, Galloway, and Dumfries, pay in their

bursaries to a collector to be appointed by the Presbytery of Glasgow, and under

their inspection accountable to their Synod ; in like manner, the Synods ofMerse
and Lothian to the Presbytery of Edinburgh ; the Synods of Pertii, Fife, and
Stirling, to the Presbytery of St Andrews ; and the Synods of Angus, Aberdeen,
Moray, Ross, and Orkney, to the Presbytery of Aberdeen ; and the other half to

be disposed of to Lowland bursars sis Presbyteries shall see cause, conform to the

acts of the Assembly : and this to begin the first day of October next to come,

and to continue for four years or longer, as the General Assembly shall see cause :

And it is hereby declared, that the respective Synods to which the said bursaries do
belong shall have the choice and presentation of the said Irish bursars ; and that no

jierson shall have the benefit of either Highland or Lowland bursaries but such as

bring a testimonial or recommendation from their Synods respectively, bearing their

having been examined by their Synod, and the Synod's good hopes of them as sober

youths, piously inclined, and well-affected to the government of Church and State;

and that they are good proficients in the Latin, and are such as they judge may in due
time prove able ministers of the Gospel or schoolmasters ; and if they be presented to

Irlih bursaries, bearing that they have the Irish language, and have obliged themselves
o employ their talents in these services in the Highlands, cither in the bounds of



1710. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 445

the Synods presenting and recommending them, or some other by their allowance

:

And the Assembly appoints the foresaid testimonials to be recorded, together with

the bursars' names, and to be reported to each Assembly. And further, the General

Assembly hereby renews the eighth Act of the Assembly, 1701, intitled, " Recommen-
dation to Synods anent maintaining Bursars having the Irish Language," and the

eleventh Act of the Assembly, 1705, entitled, "Act anent Bursars," and appoints the

said acts to be observed mitil the General Assembly see cause to recal the same.

The General Assembly having had transmitted to them from their Committee for

Overtures the representations of the Irish students in^the College of Edinburgh, re-

ferred to said committee by the Assembly, upon Monday the first instant ; and having

heard an overture of the said committee, bearing that they were informed that some
of the said students do want bursaries, and others of them who have recommenda-
tions in their favour have been greatly disappointed, and nuich discouraged in the

prosecution of their studies ; and, therefore, did overture, that the General Assembly
should refer to and empower their Commission to.be appointed by them to inquire

how former recommendations about students have been observed, and to take care

that the foresaid students be provided of bursaries, and have all due encouragement

to prosecute their studies. The General Assembly having considered this overture,

they do refer and empower according thereto in all points ; the said students being

always qualified in the terms of this act, and other acts above narrated.

XI.

Sess. 13, Mat/ 10, 1710.

—

Representation of the Society in Scotland for Propagating
Christian Knowledge, irith an Act and Recommendation thereupon.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the representation of the

Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, bearing that the said

Society being established by her Majesty's letters patent, according to the desire of

former General Assemblies, and commissions and committees thereof, and a nomi-
nation of the members of the said Society, made out of the subscribers, then brought
in ; and having met in a general meeting, made choice of a president, treasurer,

secretary, and committee, in the terms of the said letters patent ; and considering the

trust reposed in them, and how much the glory of God is concerned in the matter, as

also that our gracious Queen, and likewise the General Assembly, and other judica-

tories of this Church, and many charitable and piously inclined persons of all ranks,

have showed their zeal for promoting the great design of the said Society, and many
have contributed liberally for that end.

And the Society being desirous faithfully, diligently, and impartially, to discharge

the said trust so as may most advance the said design, and be to the satisfaction of

all good Christians, especially such as are contributors, found it needful, in the first

place, to use all proper means to procure subscriptions and contributions, and to

secure the same upon interest ; and in order to this letters have been, since the be-

ginning of November last, twice written to the several Presbyteries, and once to the

Synods, anent the obsen'ation of what was recommended by the sixth act of the late

General Assembly, and desiring that the said contributions might have been brought
into the Society's treasurer ; as also, letters have been written to the Justices of the

Peace at their Quarter Sessions, and to the Magistrates of Burghs through Scotland,

entreating their concurrence and assistance in promoting this good work in their seve-

ral stations, acconling to her Majesty's pleasure, expressed in the said letters patent,

copies whereof were transmitted with all the said letters : And though some reverend

Presbyteries and ministers have showed a commendable concern in this matter, yet

there is no account of any diligence from others, which, it is like, has fallen out

through forgetfulness or some mistakes ; and to remove the same the Society agreed

unto, and caused print and disperse, a scheme of their designed management ; and,

therefore, craving in manner therein mentioned. The General Assembly, in compliance

with the desire of the said Society, and for encouraging that pious and worthy design

of propagating the knowledge of (Christ, did, and hereby do, enjoin the exact ob-

servation of the said 6th Act of the late Assembly, where the same is not yet done.
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and appoints the several Presbyteries to see the same done, and to return to the secre-

tarj' of the Society a report of their dihgencc, in the terms ofthe letters sent to them,
as soon as they can.

And that the Society may the better know how to employ the interest of their

stock when the same comes in, the General Assembly does hei'eby recommend to the

several Synods concerned in the Highlands and Islands to inquire what parishes do
need more schools than one, and how many they neetl, what is the extent of those

parishes in length and breadth ? As also, what ministers have more churches or places

of public worship than one ? And whether these churches do stand in ditferent islands

or not? And if there be a school for every kirk or island? Or any person in these

places to teach children to read ? Or any catechists ? As also, in what place Popery
abounds most ? And where catechists will be needful ? And the Assembly appoints

Synods to send an impartial and true account of the above particulars to the secre-

tary of the said Society, subscribed by their moderator and clerk, as soon as they can ;

and at furthest betwixt and the first day of April 1711, that the same may be laid

before the Society and their committee, that they may have the whole matter before

tliem, in order to the disposing of the annual rents of their stock, where it is most
needful.

And that this work may not be retarded, the General Assembly does seriously ex-

hort all ministers and other charitable persons, whose hearts God has inclined to

favour this excellent design, that they forthwith put their contributions in the hands

of the treasurer to the Society, that the same may be laid out upon interest, seeing

the Society cannot dispose upon any of their stock, but only the annual rents thereof.

And that there may be the greater plenty of fit instriiments to be employed on the

said design, in the terms of her Majesty's letters patent, the General Assembly have,

by the 10th Act of this Assembly, a])pointed, likcas they hereby do appoint, that the

one-half of the whole bursaries of all the Presbyteries in Scotland be bestowed on
hopeful and ])ious students having the Irish language for the space of four years,

conform to the tenor of the foresaid Act. And the General Assembly does hereby

enjoin and require the several Synods of this Church to see all the foresaid appoint-

ments put in due execution, and that they report an account of their diligence herein

to the General Assembly, from time to time. And, lastly, the General Assembly
does hereby appoint and ordain the commissions to be named by this and subsequent

Assemblies, and likewise the whole Synods and Presbyteries within this Church,

to give all due encouragement, countenance, and assistance, to the said Society, or

those employed by them, as they shall be orderly applied to for that effect from time

to time.

XII.

Sess. 13, 3Iai/ 10, 1710.

—

Actfor preserving the Purity of Doctrine.

The General Assembly, considering that the purity of doctrine is a signal blessing

to the Church of God, and that it hath been the great happiness of this Church, ever

since her reformation from Popery, to have enjoyed and maintained the same ; and

that the avoiding all expressions in matters of faith, contrary to the form of sound

words, tends not a little to preserve the said purity which is so desirable : And it

being informed that in some places some expressions are used, and opinions as to

some points of religion vented, which are not agreeable to our Confession of Faith

and Catechisms, and the known sentiments of the greatest lights and most famous

Gospel ministers wherewith this Church has been blessed : Therefore, the General As-

sembly does discharge all persons to vent any opinions contrary to any head or article

of the said Confession and Catechisms, or use any expressions in relation to the

Articles of Faith not agreeable to the form of sound words expressed in the Word of

God, and the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this Church, which are most

valuable pieces of her reformation. And the General Assembly does hereby further

enact, that no minister or member of this Church presume to print or disperse in

writing any Catechism, without the allowance of the Presbytery of the bounds and of

he commission ; and the Presbytery is hereby appointed to lay any such Catechism
t
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before tlie commission ; and the General Assembly does enjoin and require Synods
and Presbyteries carefully to advert to the observation of this act, and that they notice

he transgressors thereof.

XIII.

Sess. 13, Mai/ 10, 1710.— Overtures for Regulating the Cculing of Ministers.

Considering that the debates and contentions among those who claim votes in call-

inw ministers, are ordinarily occasioned upon the account of their different inclinations,

as to the person to be called. To prevent all such debates, it is overtured that the

Assemblv recommend to the several Presbyteries, when any parish is vacant, to take

care to adjust all difterences as to persons' rights to vote in a call to that parish, and
to make up a list of the voters, and that all this shall be done before the Presbytery

order the moderating a call ; 2do, Considering the great inconveniences of admitting

proxies to compear before Church judicatories, and that it is contrary to the ancient

and laudable practice of this Church, particularly in calling ministers, and that any
person having a vote may signify his mind by a writ to the respective judicatories,

which should be held as valid as if he were personally present to vote: Therefore, it

is overtured, that the Assembly recommend to all judicatories of this Church not to

admit proxies to vote and })lead before them.

The General Assembly having heard and considered the foresaid overtures, they

do transmit the same to the several Presbyteries of this Church, and appoints them
to send in their opinion thereabout to the next General Assembly, that the said As-

sembly may tura the same into an act and standing rule of this Church, if the majo-

rity of Presbyteries agree thereto.

XIV.

Sess. 14 et ult., May 11, 1710.— Commission by the General Assembly to some Ministers

and Ruling Eldirs for discussing several Affairs referred to thou.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are several weighty

affairs which they cannot overtake ; do therefore nominate and appoint their reverend

brethren, Messrs Thomas Vernour at Balmaclellan, &c., to be commissioners of this

Assembly, to the effect after mentioned, with full power to the said persons, &c. (The
powers granted to the Commission arc the same as in 1709.)

XV.

Sess. li et idt., May 11, 1710.

—

Instructions by the General Assembly to their

Commission.

1. That the Commission, as often as they shall sec cause, apply to her Majesty, or

any inferior magistrate, for their countenancing of, and concurring with, the judica-

tories of the Church, in what the law allows, and for putting in execution the laws

against Popery and protanencss, and seeking redress of grievances, and abuses, and
disorders, committed contrary to the established doctrine, worship, discipline, and
Presbyterian government of this Church, the contempt of the censures of the judi-

catories thereof, inflicted on scandalous persons ; and that they assist Presbyteries and
Synods in planting vacancies, as they shall be applied to by them.

2. The Commission are empowered to send commissioners to London, to obtain,

redress with relation to Popery, irregularities, and other things, that are grievous to

this Church.

3. That when any of the ministers who served under the late Prelacy, whose lives

and doctrine may render them useful to this Church, shall apply for reception into

a share of the government thereof, the General Assembly do hereby empower and
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recommend to their Commission to receive them, according to the thirteenth para-

graph of the 16th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1697 ; and that the foresaid

Commission be careful to get due information from the Presbyteries, where these

persons applying did, or do officiate, and for the time reside.

4. That the said Commission use their utmost diligence for getting payment of the

money gifted by the Queen's Majesty for defraying the public charges of the Church ;

and in disposing thereof, they are to take care that the public debts of the Church be

first paid, according to an act passed in the last Assembly thereanent, and to the in-

structions given to the Commission of the General Assembly, anno 1706, which are

hereby renewed ; and that the encouragement granted by the General Assembly,

anno 1699, to ministers and probationers who go North, or to the Highlands and
Islands, to preach, be rendered effectual ; and, likewise, that the said Commission

cause defray the extraordinary charges and expenses that Presbyteries and ministers

have been at, particularly in these places, in carrying on the planting of churches, and
other public affairs of the Church there.

5. And the foresaid Commission is hereby empowered to cognosce and finally de-

termine in all references already made or to be made to them by this Assembly, and

in references and appeals f()r transporting ministers to the North, the Highlands, and

Islands, which shall be brought before them, according to the overtures made there-

anent, anno 1699 ; and that transportations to anj' parishes in these places, whether

privileged by former acts of Assembly or not, be carried on, and that in the most ex-

peditious way; providing that the Commission do not meddle with sentences of Synods,

excepting causes ])articularly referred to them.

6. That the said Commission appoint fasts and thanksgivings, as they shall see oc-

casion, and specify the causes thereof, and apply to her Majesty for the civil sanction

thereto.

7. The said Commission is empowered to give all due assistance to any proposals

that may be made to them, about endeavours for reformation of manners, for the

effecl ual curbing and suppressing of profancness and vice.

8. The Commission is empowered to give all due assistance to any Synod or Pres-

bytery in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.

9. The Commission is appointed to take special care to keep and maintain unity

in the Church upon all emergencies, especially among ministers thereof; and to

gain such as do separate therefrom, and to suppress error and schism in this Church,

and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books and pamphlets tending thereto, as

is by another act recommended to Presbyteries ; and to take notice how any who have

been censured by preceding Assemblies or Commissions thereof have carried, and to

proceed to further censure as the said Commission shall see cause ; and, further, the

General Assembly does hereby renew the first paragraph of the IStli Act of the Gene-

ral Assemblv, 1706, concerning schism and disorders, and appoints the same to'stand

as an instruction to this Commission ; and that they take notice of what misrepresenta-

tions may be made, either at home or abroad, of the doctrine, worship, or constitution

of this Church, and that they take all decent and proper methods for the vindication

thereof.

10. That the Commission endeavour to make effectual whatever hath been by this

or preceding Assemblies agreed upon, concerning the erecting schools in the North,

the Highlands and Islands, and what else may tend to the advancement of religion,

and reformation in these places ; as also, to give all due assistance and encouragement

to anv proposals that may be made for propagating the knowledge of God and our

Lord Jesus Christ in these and foreign parts of the world.

11. It is referred to the said Commission to use their endeavours for putting in

execution the 5th Act of the Assembly, 1707, entitled, " Act auent a School in every

Parish, and a Contribution thereanent ;" as also the 8th Act of that same Assembly,

entitled, "Act for Suppressing of Popery, and Preventing the Growth thereof ;" and,

likewise, the 15th Act of that same Assembly, entitled, "Act against Innovations in

the Worship of God."
12. That the Commission have a special respect, so far as the ])rescnt circumstances

"'•'lire, to the 9th Act of the General Assembly, 1703, concerning the planting of
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vacant churches in the North, the Highlands, and Islands, and supplying thereof with

ministers and probationers ; and the Commission is hereby empowered to proceed

according to the said act, in so far as they shall find it needful.

13. That the said Commission receive and consider any representations or re-

ferences that shall be made to them by Presbyteries and others concerned, about large

and spacious parishes, and use all means proper for them, for obtaining and rendering

effectual, and preserving new erections in such parishes, or stipends to collegiate mini-

sters thereto.

14. Seeing there is not a full report made to this Assembly concerning the Irish

libraries, Irish Bibles, Psalm Books, and Catechisms, and about the state of the Church
in the Highlands and Islands, and the remaining idolatrous, Pagan, and Popish super-

stitious customs in some places there ; the General Assembly recommends to their

Commission to prosecute the instructions given thereanent by the General Assembly,

anno 1706, to their Commission, and to use all means in their power for extirjwting

these idolatrous and superstitious practices ; and to take care that the charges of any

who have been employed about the same be reimbursed out of the money given by

her Majesty ^r these ends. And the Commission is empowered to dispose upon any

libraries that may come fi-om England, and also the Bibles and Catechisms in L'ish,

that are here already.

1 5. The General Assembly hereby empowers their Commission to give all due

assistance to the several universities and colleges when any minister is called to any

office therein, and to receive appeals and references, and finally to determine in the

same.

XVI.

Sess. 14 et nit, May 11, 1710.

—

Act and Reference concerning the Larger Overtures,

and the Overtures in the I3th, \Ath, and IQth Acts of the General Assembly, 1707.

The General Assembly appoints their Commission to go through the larger printed

overtures concerning the method of procedure in Church judicatories, and the re-

marks of Presbyteries thereupon, already brought in, and to consider what amend-

ments are fit to be made thereupon ; and the several Presbyteries \a ho have not yet

sent in their remarks upon these overtures, are desired to send the same in to the

clerk of the Commission, betwixt and their meeting in August next, at farthest ; and

the brethren present were appointed to put their Presbyteries in mind of this ; and

the Commission is ordered to have their report ready against the next General As-

sembly, and to present these overtures with their amendments to them.

xvn.

Sess. 14 et idt.. May 11, 1710.

—

Act appointing the Diet ofthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be holden at Edin-

burgh the tenth day of May 1711 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 133d Psalm

throughout, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Registers of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

3l
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 10, 1711.

Sess. 1, Alaij 10, 1711.

—

Act appointing the Queen's Commission to the Marquis of
Annandale to he Recorded.

The General Assembly being convened and constituted, there was produced to

them by the most Honourable William Marquis of Annandale, her Majesty's Com-

mission, sealed at Edinburgh the 9th day of May current, with the seal appointed by

the Treaty of Union of the two kingdoms of Scotland and England, to be kept and

used in Scotland, in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, and of the same tenor with

former Commissions, constituting him her Majesty's High Commissioner and repre-

sentative in this Assembly ; which Conmiission being publicly read with all due honour

and respect, it is, by order of this Assembly, recorded in their books, nd futurdm ret

memoridm.

II.

May 10, 1711.— Tlie Queens gracious Letter to the General Assemhly.

Anne, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3,3Iai/ 12, 1711.— T^e General Asseinhh/s Ansicer to her Majesty s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 12, 1711.-

—

Act recommending Prayers for the Queen, and for the Suc-

cession to the Throne, in the Protestant Line, in the House of Hanover.

The General Assembly did, by an unanimous vote, and hereby do, recommend to

all the ministers of this Church, that in their public prayers, after praying for her

Majesty Queen Anne, they do expressly mention the Princess Sophia, Electoress

and Duchess Dowager of Hanover, and the Protestant line in that family, upon whom
the succession to the crown of these dominions is by law established ; or that they

pray in such terms as their congregations may understand that they mean the Prin-

cess Sophia, and the heirs of her body, being Protestants.

V.

Sess. 6, 3Iay 16, 1711 Act concerning Marriage.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, appoint that the acts of the General
Assembly concerning proclamation of bans be duly observed, and that inquiry be

made, that the persons desiring marriage be not within the forbidden degrees, and be
single and free persons, and that all concerned do consent.
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VI.

Sess. 6, 3Iai/ 16, 1711.— Recommendation concerning the Administration of the Lord's
Supper.

The General Assembly, considering^ that in some places the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper is administered only in the summer season, wherethrough people are

deprived of the benefit of that holy ordinance during the rest of the year ; do there-

fore recommend to Presbyteries to do what they can to get it so ordered, that the

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper may be administered in their bounds through the se-

veral months of the year.

VII.

Sess. \0, May 21, 1711.

—

Recommendation concerning Family Worship.

The General Assembly does earnestly recommend to Presbyteries to use their ut-

most endeavours that the worship of God be set up and performed, in all its parts, in

the families within their bounds, according to former acts of Assembly, and directions

given concerning the same.

VIII.

Sfss. 10, May 21, 1711.— Commission by the General Assembly to some Ministers and
Riding Elders, for discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assemblj', taking into their consideration that there are several

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do therefore nominate and appoint
their reverend brethren, Messrs William Carstairs, Principal of the College of Edin-
burgh, their Moderator, &c., &c., to be commissioners of this Assembly to the effect

after mentioned, with full power to the said persons, &c. (The powers are the same
as in the two preceding years; the quorum is made 31.)

IX.

Sess. 11, May 21, 1711

—

Instructions by the General Assembly to their Commission.

1. The Commission are appointed and empowered to take care that what is enacted
and ordered by this Assembly be duly observed by all concerned.

2. The Commission, as often as they see cause, are empowered to apply to her Ma-
jesty, or any inferior magistrate, for their countenancing of, and concurring with the
judicatories of the Church, in what the law allows, and for putting in execution the

laws against Popery and proflmeness ; and seeking redress of grievances, abuses, and
disorders, committed contrary to the established doctrine, worship, discipline, and
Presbyterian government of this Church, the contempt of the censures of the judica-

tories thereof, inHicled on scandalous persons ; and to assist Presbyteries and Synods
in planting vacant kirks, as they shall be applied to by them for that effect.

3. The Commission are appointed to take care and do what is proper for them, to

preserve and maintain all the rights and privileges of this Church.
4. The Commission are empowered to send Commissioners to London, if they shall

see cause, to obtain redi-ess with relation to Popery, irregularities, and other things

that may be grievous to this Church.

5. When any of the ministers who served under the late Prelacy, whose lives and
doctrine may render them useful to this Church, shall apply for reception into mini-
sterial communion, and a share of the government of this Church, the General As-
sembly do hereby empower and recommend to their Commission to receive them, ac-

cording to the 13th paragraph of the IGth Act of the General Assembly, 1097; and
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the foresaid Commission are to be careful to get clue information from the Presby«'

teries, where the person applying did, or docs officiate, and for the time resides.

6. The Commission are empowered to dispose of the money gifted by her Majesty

for defraying the public charges of the Church ; and, in disposing thereof, they are to

take care that the public debts of the Church be first paid, and that in the order,

and according to an act passed in tlie Assembly, anno 1709, and the instructions given

to the Commission of the General Assembly, held in the year 1706, which are here-

by renewed, and that the encouragement granted by the General Assembly, 1699, to

ministers and probationers who go to the North, or to the Highlands and Islands, to

preach, be rendered effectual ; that the said Commission cause defray die extraordi-

nary charges and expenses that Presbyteries and ministers have been at, ])articularly

in these places, in carrying on the planting of churches and other public affiiirs of the

Church there.

7. The Commission are empowered to cognosce and finally determine in all refer-

ences already made or to be made by this Assembly, and in references and appeals

for transporting ministers to the North, the Highlands and Islands, which shall be

brought before them, according to the overtures made tbcreanent, anno 169;); and
transportations to any parish in these places, whether privileged by former Acts of

Assembly or not, are to be carried on, in the most expeditious way, providing that the

Commission do not meddle with sentences of Synods, excepting causes particularly

referred to them.

8. The said Commission are empowered to appoint fasts and thanksgivings, as

they shall see occasion, and specify the causes tbereof, and apply to her jNIajesty for

the civil sanction thereto.

9. The Commission are empowered to give all due assistance to any proposals that

may be made to them about endeavours for reformation of manners, and for the more
€ffectual curbing and suppressing of profaneness and vice.

10. The Commission arc empowered to give all due assistance to any Synod or

Presbytery, in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.

11. The Commission are appointed to take special care to kcej) and maintain unity

in the Church, upon all emergencies, especially among the ministers thereof; and to

gain such as do separate therefrom, and to suppress error and schism in this Church,

and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books and pamphlets tending thereto, as

is by a former act recommended to Presbyteries ; and to take notice, how any who
have been censured by preceding Assemblies, or Connnissions of the same, have car-

ried, and to proceed to further censure, as the Commission shall see cause ; and fur-

ther, this General Assembly does hereby renew the first paragraph of the 18th Act
of the General Assembly, held anno 1706, concerning schism and disorders, and ap-

points the same to stand as an instruction to this Connnission.

12. The said Commission are to take notice of what misrepresentations shall be

made, either at home or abroad, of the doctrine, worship, discipline, or constitution

of this Church, and to take all decent and proper methods for the vindication

thereof.

13. The said Commission are to endeavour to make effectual whatever hath been

by this or preceding Assemblies agreed u])on, concerning the erecting of schools in

the North, the Highlands and Islands, and what else may tend to the advancement
of religion and reformation in these places, and to keep a correspondence with the

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their committee, and to give them
all suitable assistance and encouragement, according to the 11th Act of the late Ge-
neral Assembly thereanent, which is hereby renewed.

14. The said Commission are appointed and empowered to use their endeavours

for getting a legal school erected in every parish, according to law, for putting in e.\e-

cution the 5th Act of the General Assembly, held anno 1707, entitled, " Act anent

a School in every Parish ;" and also to hold band to the execution of the 8th Act of

that same Assembly, entitled, " Act for Suppressing of Popery, and preventing the

Growth thereof:" and likewise the 15th Act of that Assembly, entitled, " Act against

Innovations in the Worship of God."

15. The Commission are appointed to have a special respect, so far as the present
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circumstances do require, to the 9th Act of the General Assembly, held in the vear
1703, concerning the planting vacant churches in the North, the Highlands 'and
Islands, and supplying thereof with ministers and probationers; and the Commission
are hereby empowered to proceed, according to the said act, in so far as they shall

find it needful.

16. The said Commission nre empowered to receive any representations or refer-

ences that shall be made to them by Presbyteries, and others concerned, about large

and spacious parishes, and use all means jjroper for them for obtaining, and also ren-

dering elfectual, and preserving nevif erections in such parishes, or stipends to collegi-

ate ministers thereto.

17. The said Commission are empowered and appointed to prosecute the instruc-

tions given by the General Assembly, held in the year 1706, to their Commission,
in so for as what is therein appointed is not already done ; and particularly, to use all

means in their power for extirpating idolatrous and superstitious practices, and to in-

quire how former orders about the same, and concerning the Irish Bibles, Psahn
Books, and Catechisms, and Libraries, have been observed ; and to dispose upon such

of these Bibles as yet remain, or any libraries that may come to hand.

18. The said Commission are empowered to give all due assistance to the several

universities and colleges, when any minister is called to any office therein, and to re-

ceive appeals and references, and finally to determine in the same.

X.

May 22, 1711.

—

Act concerning Probationers, and settling Ministers, with Questions to

be proposed to and Engagements to be taken of them.

The General Assembly, considering the great prejudice that may arise to this

Church from the licensing too many probationers and persons not duly qualified, do,

for preventing thereof, enact and appoint, that none be admitted to trials in order to

be licensed, but such as have attended the profession of Divinity for six years, or

Irave closely followed the study of Divinity, and of the languages, for that space at

least, after they have past their course of Philosophy at the College, and made pro-

ficiency therein, in case their circumstances did not allow them to attend the profes-

sion, though it were to oe desired that they should attend the profession of Divinity

much of that time; but this shall not be extended to students having the Irish lan-

guage, providing, that before any Presbytery license such students within the said

six years, they first consult the General Assembly or Commission thereof, in the

matter : And, further, the General Assembly do appoint and ordain that none be li-

censed in any Presbytery, except they have resided therein for the space of six years,

or do produce to them sufficient testimonials from the Presbyteries in whose bounds
they have last, or for the most part resided, bearing expresslv, that it is the desire of

these Presbyteries that those students should be entered upon trials ; and such stu-

dents as come firom abroad shall produce satisfying testimonials from the Professors

under whom they studied ; and the time of their being abroad .shall be accounted
a part of the said six years ; but none of these students shall be entered on trials

for the space of a whole year after they come to Scotland : And the General As-
sembly does also appoint and ordain that the above space of six years being ex-

pired, and testimonials produced in manner foresaid, the Presbytery which is to take

the trial of these students shall, before they enter them upon trials in order to be

licensed, write letters to all the other Presbyteries within the Synod, acquainting

them with their design ; and at the next meeting of the Synod, they shall also ac-

quaint the Synod thereof, and obtain their special advice and judgment in that paj-

ticular : And the Assembly, considering that it is of great importance and advantage

to this (Church that none be licensed to preach the Gospel as a probationer, or be

settled in the ministry, but such as are duly qualified for that holy work, they
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do seriously recommend to all Presbyteries the punctual observance of all acts al-

ready made concerning probationers and intrants to the ministry : And further,

that before any Presbytery receive any upon trials, in order to his being licensed,

they appoint three or four of their number privately to converse with him, and to

take trial of his orthodoxy, knowledge in divinity, particularly the modern contro-

versies, and other necessary qualifications for the ministry, and what sense and im-

pressions he has of religion upon his own soul; and that they make report of their

diligence herein before the Presbytery admit him to the probationary trials. And,
moreover, the General Assembly, finding it inconvenient that the calls of parishes to

probationers be lodged in their hands before their trials in order to ordination be over,

and until the Presbytery be satisfied both as to their sufficiency and fitness for these

parishes to which they arc called ; therefore, they do hereby discharge Presbyteries to

put the call of any parish into the hands of the probationer called, and appoint them
to keep the same still in their own hands, until the said probationer's trials be all

over, and that die Presbytery be fully satisfied both as to his sufficiency and fitness

for that parish : And the General Assembly, judging it fit that the same method
should be followed in all Presbyteries as to the questions put to and engagements

taken of probationers when licensed, and ministers when ordained or admitted ; and

that probationers and ministers should not only give sufficient proof of their piety,

literature, and other good qualifications for the ministry, but also come under en-

gagements to adhere to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government of this

Church, do therefore enact and appoint that the following Questions be put to all

such as pass trials in order to be licensed, as also to such as shall be ordained mini-

sters, or admitted to any ministerial charge or parish, and that they shall subscribe

the Formula after set down, before they be licensed, ordained, or admitted, respec-

tively : And the General Assembly hereby strictly prohibits and discharges the

licensing, ordaining, or admitting of any who shall not give satisfying answers to these

questions, and subscribe the Formula hereto subjoined.

QUESTIO^'S TO BE PUT TO ALL PROBATIONERS FOR THE nOLY JUNISTRY, BEFORE THEY
BE LICENSED TO PREACH THE GOSPEL.

Inio, Do 3'ou believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the

Word of God, and the only rule of faith and manners?
2(Io, Do you sincerely own and believe the whole doctrine of the (^onfcssion of

Faith, approven by the General Assemblies of this National Church, and ratified by
law, in the year 1690, and frequently confirmed by divers Acts of Parliament since

that time, to be the truths of God, contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments; and do you own the whole doctrine therein contained as the confession

of your faith ?

litio, Do you sincerely own the purity of worship presently authorised and prac-

tised in this Church, and asserted in the 15th Act of the General Assembly, 1707,

entitled, " Act against Innovations in the Worship of God ;" and do also own the

Presbyterian government and discipline now so hajjpily established in this Church ;

and are you persuatled that the said doctrine, worship, discipline, and Church go-

vernment, are founded upon the Holy Scriptures, and agreeable thereto ?

4to, Do you promise, that, through the grace of God, you will firmly and con-

stantly adhere to, and in your station to the utmost of your power assert, maintain,

and defend the said doctrine, worship, and discipline, and the government of this

Church, by Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and General Assemblies?

5to, Do you promise, that in your practice you will conform yourself to the said

worship, and submit yourself to the said discipline and government of this Church,
and shall never endeavour, directly nor indirectly, the prejudice or subversion of the

same ?

ijin, Do you promise, that you shall follow no divisive course from the present

establishment in this Church ?
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7mo, Do you renounce all doctrines, tenets, or opinions whatsoever, contrary to

or inconsistent with the said doctrine, worship, and government of this Church ?

8vu, Do you promise that you will subject yourself to the several judicatories of

this Church, and are you willing to subscribe to these things ?

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT TO MINISTERS AT THEIR ORDINATION.

\mo, Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the

Word of God, and the only rule of faith and manners?
2do, Do you sincerely own and believe the whole doctrine contained in the Con-

fession of Faith, approven by the General Assemblies of this Church, and ratified by
law, in the year 1690, to be founded upon the Word of God ; and do you acknow-

. ledge the same as the confession of your faith; and will you firmly and constantly

adhere thereto, and, to the utmost of 3'our power, assert, maintain, and defend the

same, and the purity of worship, as presently practised in this National Church, and
asserted in the 15th Act of the General Assembly, 1707, entitled, " Act against In-

novations in the Worship of God ?"

Stio, Do you disown all Popish, Arian, Socinian, Arminian, Bourignion, and other

doctrines, tenets, and opinions whatsoever, contrary to and inconsistent with the

foresaid Confession of Faith ?

4to, Are you persuaded that the Presbyterian government and discipline of this

Church are founded upon the Word of God, and agreeable thereto, and do promise
to submit to the said government and discipline, and to concur with the same,

and never to endeavour, directly or indirectly, the prejudice or subversion thereof,

but to the utmost of your power, in your station, to maintain, support, and defend
the said discipline and Presbyterian government, by Kirk-sessions, Presbyteries, Pro-
vincial Synods, and General Assemblies, during all the days of your life ?

5to, Do you promise to submit yourself willingly, and humbly, in the spirit of

meekness, unto the admonitions of the brethren of this Presbj-tery, and to be sub-

ject to them, and all other Presbyteries and superior judicatories of this Church,
where God, in His Providence, shall cast your lot ; and that, according to your
power, you shall maintain the unity and peace of this Church against error and
schism, notwithstanding of whatsoever trouble or persecution may arise ; and that

you shall follow no divisive courses from the present established doctrine, worship,

discipline, and government of this Church ?

6^0, Are not zeal for the honour of God, love to Jesus Christ, and desire of saving

souls, your great motives and chief inducements to enter into the function of the

holy ministry, and not worldly designs and interest?

Imo, Have you used any undue methods, either by yourself or others, in procur-

ing this call ?

8vo, Do you engage, in the strength and grace of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Master, to rule well your own family, to live a holy and circumspect life, and faith-

fully, diligently, and cheerfully, to discharge all the parts of the ministerial work, to

the edification of the body of Christ ?

dnu, Do you accept of and close with the call to be pastor of this parish, and pro-

mise, through grace, to perform all the duties of a fliithful minister of the Gospel
among this people ?

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT TO A MINISTER ALREADY ORDAINED, AT HIS ADMISSION TO A
PARISH.

You having been already ordained a minister of the Gospel of Christ, it is sup-
posed that the usual questions were put to you, and that you did then declare, &c.,

(here the questions put to ministers at their ordination are to be repeated.) And then
say. And do you not now consent and adhere to these declarations, promises, and en-
gagements, and accept of, and close with the call to be minister of this parish ; and
promise, through grace, to perform all the duties of a faithful minister of the Gospel
among this people ?
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FORMULA, TO BE SUBSCRIBED BY ALL SUCH AS SHALL TASS TRIALS, IN ORDER TO BE

LICENSED, AND THAT SHALL BE ORDAINED MINISTERS, OR ADMITTED TO PARISHES.

I do hereby declare, that I do sincere!}' own and beheve the whole

doctrine contained in the Confession of Faith, approven b}' the General Assemblies

of this National Church, and ratified by law in tlie year 1690, and frequently con-

firmed by divers Acts of Parliament since that time, to be the truths of God ; and I

do own the same as the confession of my faith : As likewise, I do own the purity of

worship presently authorised and practised in this Church, and also the Presbyterian

government and discipline now so happily estabhshed tiiercin ; which doctrine, wor-

ship, and Church government, I am persuaded are founded on the Word of God, and

agreeable thereto : And I promise, that, through the grace of God, I shall firmly and
constantly adhere to the same, and, to the utmost of ray power, shall, in my station,

assert, maintain, and defend the said doctrine, worship, discipline, and government

of this Church, by Kirk-sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and General As-

semblies; and that I shall in my practice conform myself to the said worship, and

submit to the said discipline and government, and never endeavour, directly nor

indirectly, the prejudice or subversion of the same ; and I promise, that 1 shall follow

no divisive course from the present establishment in this Church ; renouncing all

doctrines, tenets, and opinions whatsoever, contrary to, or inconsistent with, the said

doctrine, worship, discipline, or government of this Church.

XI.

Sess. 12, 3fai/ 22, 1711.-

—

Act concerning Beggars.

The General Assembly recommends to Presbyteries to apply to the justices of the

peace, and other magistrates, to put in execution the laws concerning the poor and

vagrant beggars, and providing work and maintenance for them.

XII.

Sess. 13, May 23, 1711.

—

Act concerning Students of Divinity, and others who go
Abroad to Preach the Gospel.

The General Assembly being informed, that some have gone from this Church in-

to other countries, and there take upon them to preach the Gospel, who have either

been deposed from the ministry by the judicatories of this Church, for scandals they

were found guilty of; or have pretended to a licence when they were not licensed;

or who, upon their application to the judicatories of this Church, have not been ad-

mitted to trials ; or, upon trials, have not been found fit and worthy to be licensed

to preach—yet do retire to other countries where they are not so well known, in order

to enter on trials; and after they are admitted in foreign places, do not recommend
themselves by a holy life and ministerial conversation, to the reproach of the Church
of Scotland where they were educated : Therefore, and for vindication of this Church,
and to prevent as much as possible the evils that may arise from such practices, they

hereby inhibit and discharge all young men educated in this Church, or students of

divinity, to go to foreign places, and there offer themselves to trials for licence to

preach the Gospel, and ordination to the holy ministry, unless they carry along with

them sufficient testimonials from the professors of divinity under whom they studied,

if they have attended the profession of divinit}', and from ti.e minister of the parish

and Presbytery of the bounds where they resided ; and Presbyteries are discharged

to grant such testimonials, except upon due inquiry into the person's life and conver-

sation, soundness in the faith, proficiency in studies, and abilities and fitness for the

ministerial function : And appoints the Commission to acquaint ministers in foreign

places, where such practices may fall out, with this act, and advertise them what tes-

timonials they ought to receive.
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XIII.

Sess. 13 et ult., May 23, 1711.

—

Act concerning the Receiving of Strangers into

Church Communion, and Baptizing their Children.

The General Assembly, considering that all due encouragement ought to be given
to persons educated in other Protestant churches, who have come, or may come,
to reside in this country, and may incline to join in Communion with this Church

:

Therefore, they hereby recommend to all ministers, in whose parishes any such
strangers may happen to reside, to show all tenderness to them, when they come to

desire the benefit of sealing ordinances ; and if such strangers, being free of scandal,

and professing their faith in Christ, and obedience to him, shall desire baptism to

their children, ministers shall cheerfully comply with their desire in administering

the sacrament of baptism to their children, upon the parents engaging to educate them
in the fear of God, and knowledge of the principles of the reformed Protestant re-

XIV.

Sess. IZ et ult., May 23, 1711.

—

Act concerning the Inspection of Unioersities and
Colleges.

The General Assembly recommends to the several Presbyteries, within whose bounds
colleges or universities are, to take particular care that all the masters thereof do
acknowledge, profess, and subscribe, in manner appointed by the sixth act of the

Parliament, 1707, entitled, " Act for Securing the Protestant Religion and Presby-

terian Church Government," and to take special notice of what is taught in colleges

and universities, and that nothing be taught therein contrary to, or inconsistent with,

the Confession of Faith of this Church, or to the worship, discipline, or government
of the same ; and to observe the morals and conversation both of masters and scholars,

and that they apply first to the faculty of the universities or colleges for redress ; and
in case any difficulties do occur to Presbyteries which they cannot overcome, they are

appointed to lay the same before the Synod of the bounds. General Assembly, or

Commission thereof ; who are to consider any representations that shall be laid before

them by Presbyteries, with relation to these things, and to give their advice and as-

sistance therein.

XV.

Sess. 13 et ult., May 23, 1711.

—

Act concerning Preaching in Vacant Churches.

The General Assembly, considering that it tendeth much to the quiet and peace

of this Church, that all the ministers thereof take care to observe good order ; do there-

fore prohil)it and discharge any minister to take upon him to preach in any vacant

congregation, not within the bounds of his own Presbytery, without an invitation

either from the Presbytery in whose bounds the vacancy is, or at least from some

neighbouring minister within the bounds of that Presbytery.

XVI.

Sess. 13 etult., May 23, 1711.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be held at Edinburgh the

first Thursday of May next, 1712 years.

3m
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This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 122d Psalm,

from the third verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Registers of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Cli. Eccl. Scot.

OVERTURES

TRA>^SMITTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, aiwo 1711, TO THE SEVERAL PRES-

BYTERIES WITHIN THIS NATIONAL CHURCH, THAT THEY MAY RETURN THE

SAME, WITH THEIR OPINION, TO THE NEXT GKNERAL ASSEMBLY, TO THE END

THAT THEY MAY BE PASSED INTO ACTS, IE THE PLURALITY OF PRESBYTERIES

DO ACQUIESCE THEREIN.

Mail 16, 1711. Overtures concernhxj Admission of Infemts to Baptism.

(See Act IV. 1712.)

II.

iV/a?/ 23, 1711.— Overture concerning the morefrequent Celchration of the Lord's

Supper.

(An Act on this subject was passed in 1712.)

III.

May 23, 1711.— Overtures concernimj the Plantinfi nf Vacant Churches, especially

tannudinjnre dcvohito.

Considering how needful it is that Presbyteries be very tender of giving any

(Tround of complaint, in their ])hvnling of parishes, espec\a\\y tniifjiiam jure devoluto,

and that any who judge themselves Icscd may liave an oj)portunity of being heard by

superior iudicatories, and if wronged, may be redressed: It is therefore overtured,

that when a parish talis vacant, the Presbytery in whose bounds it lies, sliall with all

diligence declare and intimate the vacancy ; and if there be no legal eldership settled

therein, the Presbytery shall not proceed to plant upon the jus decolutum, until they

firet use all proper means to establish a legal eldership in the parish ; and if access to

the church be refused in order to these ends, after all endeavours used to ob-

tain the same, or if after an eldership is settled, or where there was a legal eldership

in the parish before the vacancy ; and that the heritors and elders delay to give a legal

call then the Presbytery shall propose to the heritors and elders, or to the heritors

and people, where there is no legal eldership, a leet of several fit persons, that they may
airree to one of them to be their pastor, and endeavour to gain their consent to one of

that leet ; or in case a fit person be proposed by the heritors, elders, or people, the

Presbytery shall endeavour to bring the heritors and elders, or the heritors and

people, where there is no legal eldership, to an agreement to that person ; and in

order to this, some of the Presbytery shall be appointed to discourse with those
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concerned from time to time, or to essay to do it within the currency of the six months
alter falling of the vacancy, and even when the six months are expired; and before
the Presbytery proceed to settle the parish tanquam jure devoluto, they shall continue
to deal with the parish, at least for their consent to a Presbyterial call, and when there

is no hope of success, then the Presbytery may proceed to the said settlement; but
if any of the heritors, elders, or heads of families, or persons of good reputation in the

parish, do compear before the Presbytery, and offer sufficient objections against the

person to be settled, as to his orthodoxy, literature, life and conversation, or other

ministerial qualifications, the Presbyter}', before they proceed to the settlement, shall

take trial of the said objections ; and if any difficulty occur, or that there appear any
heat or division in the parish about a call, the Presbytery shall not proceed until they
have the advice and direction of the Synod, and shall acquaint the parish, that they
may attend the Synod to hear their determination ; or if there be any appeal from the

Presbytery's procedure, they shall sist the foresaid settlement till the time appointed

for the next meeting of the Synod or General Assembly appealed to ; and if the ap-

pellants do not then insist in their appeal, the Presbytery may proceed as if the same
had never been made; but if the appellants do insist, then the judicature appealed to

shall proceed and discuss the same without delay, and give sentence therein as they
shall find cause ; and if there be a fiuther appeal from the Synod to the General As-
sembly, the foresaid settlement shall likewise stop, until the time appointed for the

meeting of the next General Assembly, unless the appellants do pass from their said

appeal : But because some persons, from a litigious or disaffected humour, do oppose
the settlement of a vacant church, with a fit and qualified person, and do appeal

with a design to continue the vacancy for some time longer ; therefore, to prevent

this, it should be declared, that unless those who do oppose the planting of any va-

cant parish, do timeously give in in writing under their hands, sufficient objections

against the person designed to be settled, and offer to prove the same in due time,

and give in also the reasons of their appeal within ten days thereafter, in manner ap-

pointed by the Acts of the General Assembly, the same shall not be regarded, nor
the appeal be received without it, but the settlement shall go on as if the appeal had
never been made, and the judicature shall intimate this to the appellant at making
the said appeal. The General Assembly, having heard and considered the above
Overtures, they did, and hereby do, transmit the same to the several Presbyteries of

this (]hurch; and appoints them to be careful to send in their remarks thereupon to

the next General Assembly, that the same may be turned into a standing act and
constitution of this Church, if the plurality of Presbyteries, who shall send in their

remarks thereupon, shall be found to agree thereto ; and, in the meantime, the Gene-
ral Assembly ap|>oints the rules and directions therein proposed lu be strictly ob-

served until the next Assembly.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 1, 1712.

I.

Sess. 1, May I, 1712.

—

Act appointing the Queen's Commission to his Grace

John Duke of Athollto be Recorded.

The General Assembly, being convened and constituted, there was produced to

them by his Grace John Duke of Atholl, her Majesty's commission, sealed at Edin-

burgh the oOth day of April last, with the Seal appo'inted by the 'Preaty of Union of

the two kingdoms of Scotland and England, to be kept and used in Scotland in place

of the Great Seal of Scotland, and of the same tenor with former commissions, con-
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stituting him her Majesty's High Commissioner and Representative in this Assembly ;

which commission being publicly read with all due honour and respect, it is, by order

of this Assembly, recorded in their books, adfuturam rei memoriam. >i

II.

The Queen's most r/racious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to them the

IstofMay 1712.

Anne, R.,

Right reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you vFell. We have had so much experience of your good conduct in your
Assemblies, that we have very gladly countenanced by our authority this your meet-

ing ; and we hope that you will take it as a particular mark of our regard to you, that

we have appointed our right trusty and right entirely beloved cousin and counsellor,

John Duke of Atholl, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, who, we doubt

not, will be acceptable to you. It hath always been our concern to employ our autho-

rity for suppressing vice and immorality ; and we assure you, that such magistrates as

shall be most faithful in executing the laws, and conforming themselves to our royal

pleasure, signified in our proclamations, in punishing all such practices as are a scan-

dal to the Christian profession, shall have most of our countenance and favour. Lest

any late occurrences may have possessed some of you with fears and jealousies, we
take this solemn occasion to assure you, it is our firm purpose to maintain the Church
of Scotland as established by law ; and whatever ease is given to those who differ

from you in points that ere not essential, we will, however, employ our utmost care

to protect you from all insults, and redress your just complaints. As we are sensible

that a pious and learned ministry is (under God) the great support of Christianity,

so we are resolved to countenance you in your endeavours to promote it. The ad-

dress of the Commission of the late General Assembly, which was presented to us by
those commissioned by them to take care of their affairs here, did so much manifest

their loyalty and good affection to our royal person and government, and their true

concern for the succession in the Protestant line, as established by law, that it could

not but be acceptable to us ; and it gives us ground to expect, that there will be

nothing in your procedure but what shall be dutiful to us, and agreeable to the con-

duct of former Assemblies ; and so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 17th day of April 1712, in the eleventh

year of our reign.

By Her Majesty's Command,
Dartmouth.

Directed thus,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator, Mini-

sters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church, of that part of

cur Kingdom of Great Britain called Scotland.

HI.

Sess. 3, May 3, 1712.— The General Assembly's Answer to her Majestt,'s most
gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We do accept, with all thankfulness, your Majesty's royal favour, in continuing to

countenance, by your authority, our meetings ; and do take it as a very particular

mark of your regard to us, that you have been pleased to apj oi it the Duke of Atholl

to represent your royal person in this Assembly ; a choice for us, so visibly attended

•with all desirable advantages, specially considering his known Z3al for the Protestant



1712. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 461

religion, and against all immorality, that we cannot but acknowledge it to be most ac-

ceptable and obliging.

Your J'^ajestv's great concern to employ your authority for suppressing vice and
immorality, doth tend so much to the advancement of the glory of God, and the in-

terest of our holy religion, and withal to the honour of your Majesty's reign, and the

peace and quiet of this Church and country, that we must ever make it our utmost
study and endeavour, in our places and stations, to promote the practice of true

Christianity, in opposition to all profaneness and impiety ; and it is a satisfaction to

us, that your Majesty is pleased to assure us, that such magistrates as shall be most
faithful in executing the laws against those practices which are a scandal to the

Christian profession, shall have most of your Majesty's countenance and favour ; and
we humbly presume to persuade ourselves, that your Majesty will, in your royal wis-

dom, find out such methods as shall be most proper for making your pious purposes,

expressed in your proclamations, more effectual than hitherto, to our deep regret, they

have been.

The late occurrences which your Majesty is pleased to take notice of have, we
must acknowledge, possessed us with fears and jealousies ; but, as we have always

embraced, and do at present lay hold upon the assurance your Majesty is pleased to

give us of your firm purpose to maintain the Church of Scotland, as established by
law, so we cannot, but with all dutiful submission, and in that truth and ingenuity

that becomes the faithful ministers and servants of our Lord Jesus Christ, put your
Majesty in mind of the representations and petitions laid before j'ou by the Commis-
sion of the last General Assembly, for a remedy in these matters ; humbly hoping,

that these our most just complaints may come in due time and manner to be re-

dressed.

Your Majesty's just sense, that a pious and learned ministry is (under God) the

great support of Christianity, doth greatly encourage us to use our utmost endeavours
for promoting of it, as being most firmly persuaded, that your Majesty's best assistance

to us will never be wanting in so ffood a work.

That the address of the Commission of the late General Assembly, presented to

your Majesty, asserting their loyalty and good affection to your Majesty's royal per-

son and government, and their true concern for the succession, in the Protestant line,

of the illustrious House of Hanover, upon which it is established by law, was accept-

able to your Majesty, is to us most satisfying ; specially, since your Majesty is gra-

ciously pleased to take it for a ground to expect that there will be nothing in our
procedure but what shall be dutiful, it being indeed our most earnest desire, ever

to testify to your Majesty, and to all men, our most firm and steady loyalty and affec-

tion to your Majesty and your government ; and also our sincere and zealous concern
for the succession in the Protestant line, as being certainly the greatest securities both
of our religion and liberties, and all that can be dear to men.

That your Majesty may be guided and directed of God in the great and weighty
affairs of your government, and that after a long and happy reign upon earth, you
ma}' be possessed of a blessed immortality, shall be the earnest and constant pray-

ers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithfiil, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the (Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Hamilton, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 6, 1712.

—

Act concerning the Admission of Infants to Baptism.

Children born within the verge of the visible Church of parents, one or both, pro-

fessing the Christian religion, have a right to baptism.
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It being the duty of Christian parents to dedicate their children to God in baptism,

and to covenant for their education in tlie faitli of Clirist, no other sponsor is to be
taken, unless the parents be dead, or absent, or grossly ignorant, or under scandal,

or contumacious to discipline ; such being unfit to stand as sponsors in transacting a

solemn covenant with God. In which cases, the immediate parent who is in such
circumstances is to be required to provide some fit person ; and if it can be, one re-

lated to the parent of the child, should be sponsor ; but if either of the parents,

whether father or mother, give evidence to Church judicatories, and the congregation

offended, of their repentance for removing the scandal, the suspension they were un-
der as to Church privileges should be taken off, according to the rules of this Church,
and the penitent parent should be allowed to present the child.

In the case of children exposed, whose baptism, after inquiry, cannot be known, the

Kirk-session is to order the presenting of the child to baptism, and to see to the

Christian education thereof; and it is recommended to the parish to take care of the

maintenance of the child.

The parent or sjionsor ought to speak to the minister of the parish before the child

be offered to baptism.

V.

Sess. 6, 3fa7/ 7, 1712.

—

A Representation of tJw Committee of the Society/ in. Scotland

for Promotintj Christian Knowledge, with an Act of the General Assembly thereupon.

Unto the very Reverend the Moderator, and the remanent Reverend and Honour-
able Members of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Commit-
tee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

Humbly represents,

That before the erection of the said Society, the General Assembly, 1709, by their

sixth Act, did, out of their great wisdom and zeal. for that pious undertaking of pro-

pagating Christian knowledge, seriously recommend to all the ministers and elders of

this Church to go through their respective parishes on such days as the several Pres-

byteries should appoint, to receive and collect subscriptions and contributions for pro-

moting thereof; and appointed ministers on a Sabbath day, before they begin this

work, to read and intimate this act from the pulpit to their respective congregations

;

and to exhort and excite their people to subscribe and contribute ; and reconmiended

to the several Presbyteries to be careful to promote subscriptions and collections within

their bounds, and to appoint some of their number to preach in vacant parishes, and

to intimate the said act, and to join with and assist the elders or heritors and parish-

ioners in taking subscriptions, and making collections; and to call for reports from

each minister in their bounds, containing a particular account of the subscribers, and
sums subscribed for, and money collected in each parish ; and to send in an extract

thereof, subscribed by their moderator and clerk, to the clerk of the Commission, now
secretary to the society ; and thereafter, upon advertisement, to send in the principal

subscriptions, and money collected, to the society's treasurer.

And after the society was constituted, they did apply to the General Assembly,

1710, who, by the 11th Act of that Assembly, did enjoin the exact observation of the

foresaid sixth act, 1709; and recommended to the several Synods concerned in the

Highlands and Islands, to inquire into the state of the several parishes in their bounds,

as to the particulars contained in the said act ; and to send an exact account thereof

to the secretary of the society, subscribed by their moderator and clerk, that the so-

ciety might the better know what places of the country did most need the assistance

of charity schools ; and they exhorted all ministers, and other charitable persons, to

put their contributions forthwith in the treasurer to the society's hands.
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And since that time, the society, in pursuance of the pious ends of their erection,

have, by themselves and their committees, in the first pkce, essayed all proper means
to bring in the money subscribed for, and to procure more subscriptions and contri-

butions, by dealing themselves with persons of all ranks of their acquaintance, writing

frequently to the reverend Synods and Presbyteries, and particular ministers of this

Church, to the justices of the peace in their quarter-sessions, and to magistrates of

burghs ; and by settling societies of correspondents, consisting of gentlemen in the

several shires, and in some of the royal burghs ; and b}' these means there is come to

their treasurer's hands about four thousand four hundred pounds sterling money ; all

which, except a very small part, is lent out upon good security for annual rent, to suf-

ficient and responsible hands.

And, in the next place, for the due employing of the annual rents of this stock,

which only the society are empowered to dispose of, the society and their committees

have made it their work to find out the most proper places of the Highlands and
Islands, and remote corners of Scotland, in which they should erect their charity

schools, and persons most fit for teaching the said schools, by writing letters upon that

subject to the several Synods and Presbyteries, and particular ministers and gentle-

men concerned in the Highlands and Islands, and to the professors in the universities.

And after having received all the information that they could expect, they agreed

to set up presently eleven charity schools—beside the catechist or schoolmaster of St

Kilda—in the following places, viz., one in Abertarff ; one in Castletoun of Braemar;

a third in Auchintoul, both in the Highlands of the shire of Aberdeen ; a fourth in

the parish of Larg in Sutherland ; a fifth in the parish of Dlurness, in the country of

Strathnaver ; a sixth in Elrish, in the Presbytery of Skye; a seventh in his Grace the

Duke of AthoU's Highlands; an eighth in Glenelg; a ninth in Harray, in the continent

of Orkney; a tenth in the Lsland of Sanday, in the North Isles there ; and the eleventh

in Zetland.

The society have found out a competent number of young men, duly attested by their

respective Presbyteries, and whom (upon suitable trials) they have found sufficiently

qualified for teaching the said schools ; and they have settled schoolmasters in several

of the foresaid places, and have given them commissions and the necessary instructions,

and are going on with all diligence to settle the rest ; and they have allowed to the

schoolmasters of the first eight schools, and to the catechist or schoolmaster at St

Kilda, each of them two hundred pounds ; and to the three schools in Orkney and
Zetland, one hundred pound Scots each per annum of salaries, which, with books

needful to be furnished, goes near to exhaust all the annual rents of the money yet got

in ; and the society have resolved, as their stock increases, to settle free schools also

in the countries of Assynt and Gairloch, Glenlivet, and Inveraven, and other remote
places that most need their assistance.

So that nothing hinders the further progress of that good work but the want of a

fund sufficient to carry it on; and as to this, albeit the committee, in the society's

name, does thankfully acknowledge the commendable zeal and concern of some reve-

rend Presbyteries and ministers in this matter; yet they cannot but regret that the

distinct and excellent method laid down by the foresaid sixth act of the Assembly,

1709, has not been so duly observed by some reverend Presbyteries as might have been

expected, whereby it has fallen out that the society cannot possibly get the names of

subscribers and contributors, with their sums subscribed for and contributed, so exactly

and regularly booked and recorded, as they proposed at first to do ; nor can they for

the most part know what parishes and persons in parishes have contributed, which de-

prives them of the means of dealing with persons of note and others that are deficient,

and in many other respects exceedingly prejudges the work: And there are a great many
Presbyteries and parishes in Scotland from which there is no contribution at all come in;

and the society are informed that there are several subscriptions taken, and money col-

lected in some parishes not yet brought to their treasurer's hands ; and there are several

subscribers deficient in payment, and many persons of honour and note, and others

charitably inclined, who would willingly subscribe and contribute to this pious under-

taking, if they were applied to and dealt with for that effect ; which the society does

attribute to forgetfulness in some of the reverend ministers, or perhaps to some pre-
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judices and mistakes arising from misrepresentations, which some who are no friends

to this undertaking do very industriously propagate, and others who are friends to it

do too easily give credit to. For removing whereof, the society did formerly cause
print and disperse a scheme of their designed management, and now are ready to lay

their books open to any persons who shall think fit for their satisfaction to peruse the
same.

And, seeing this charitable and pious undertaking is now so far advanced, and did
it meet with suitable encouragement, would prove of excellent use to the nation,

both with respect to its religious and civil concerns, and that the only probable way
to promote it, is, that the reverend judicatures and ministers of this Church will resolve

to follow exactly the method prescribed by the former acts of Assembly.

It is therefore humbly entreated, that this Venerable Assembly would be pleased

again earnestly to recommend to the reverend Presbyteries and ministers the

exact observation of the two acts of Assembly above mentioned, and would ap-

point the reverend Presbyteries to report to their several Synods an account of

what they have done at any time before this, or shall hereafter do, in order to

forward this pious design ; and, particularly, to require an account of the dili-

gence of the several ministers within their bounds in this matter, and record

their reports in their books; and would ordain the reverend Synods to take an

account of the diligence of their several Presbyteries, and record their reports in

their books ; and also to report an account of their diligence to the Commission
from time to time ; and that the Venerable Assembly will do what else they shall

see proper for advancing this so pious and charitable an undertaking. This, in

name, and by the appointment of the said Committee, is subscribed by
Ja. Justice, I.P.C.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the representation of the

Committee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, giving a

distinct account of the diligence of that society in prosecution of the pious ends of their

erection, and the progress they have made in their work, and of the things that hinder

the further advancement thereof, they did, and hereby do, again renew the recommen-
dations of former Assemblies, to the several Synods, Presbyteries, Sessions, Ministers,

and charitably inclined persons within this Church, desiring that the judicatures above

mentioned would exactly observe and follow forth the distinct and orderly method
prescribed by the sixth act of the General Assembly held in the year 1709, and the

eleventh act of the General Assembly held in the year 1710, in furthering subscrip-

tions and contributions in the several parishes, and reporting the same to the society.

And for the better securing of the observation of the said acts and recommendations,

the General Assembly strictly enjoins and appoints the several Presbyteries of this

Church to report to their Synods a distinct account of what they have done at any
time before this, or what they shall hereafter do, in order to forward this pious under-

taking ; and that in the method prescribed by the said two former acts of Assembly.

And, particularly, the General Assembly appoints the several Presbyteries again to

require an account of the diligence of all the ministers within their bounds in this

matter, and that they record the reports of every minister in their Presbytery books.

And the General Assembly likewise ordains the several Synods to take a particular

account of the diligence of their respective Presbyteries, and record it in their Synod
books. And, further, the General Assembly hereby appoints the several Presbyteries

and Synods of this Church to send a full and distinct report of their diligence in this

matter, subscribed by their moderator and clerk, in manner prescribed by the foresaid

sixth act of the General Assembly, anno 1709, and eleventh act of the General As-
sembly, 1710, to the meeting of the Commission in December next; and that the

Commission give in a list of such Presbyteries and Synods as shall omit to send in

these accounts to the next General Assembly, And, lastly, the General Assembly
seriously and earnestly entreats and exhorts persons of all ranks and degrees within

this Church, according to their abilities, to contribute to the advancement of this

charitable and Christian undertaking.
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VI.

I
Sess. 7, Mai/ 8, 1712.

—

Act concerning the Representation of Presbyteries in the

General Assemhli/.

The General Assembly, considering that by the fifth act of the General Assem-
bly, 1694, appointing the number of representatives for Presbyteries, there is a pro-
portion observed with respect to the number of ministerial charges in each Presbytery,
and that the regulation contained in the said act is no further expressed, than to allo\T

five ministers and two ruhng elders as the representatives of each Presbytery whose
number exceeds twenty-four; therefore, the General Assembly, according to the de-
sign of the said act, founding upon a proportion to be observed betwixt the number
of ministerial charges in Presbyteries and the number of representatives, doth declare
and appoint, that each Presbytery, whose number doth exceed thirty ministerial
charges, shall send to the tieneral Assembly six ministers and three ruling elders;
and this shall take place at the election to the next General Assembly.

VII.

Sess. 8, May 9, 1712.

—

Act directing the right Application of the Money granted by her
Majesty for defraying the Public Charges of this Church.

The General Assembly, considering that the Assembly held in the year 1709 did,

by their act dated the 25th day of ^Vpril that year, discharge any more precepts to

be drawn till all former debts of the Church were paid, and all precepts ordered or
drawn before that time were declared payable out of the Equivalent, according to the
order of their dates : And the said act appoints that her Majesty's yearly allowance
be, in the first place, applied for defraying the charges of the Church for that parti-

cular year for which it is given ; and, if there be any remains, that the same be ap-
plied for payment of the Church's debts for preceding years, according to the order
of ranking set down in the act of the commission, dated the 7th day of January
1707 : And the Church's receiver is appointed to apply the said money in the man-
ner and order above prescribed ; and that so soon as the money comes to his hands he
])ut some thereof yearly in the hands of one of the agents for the Church, to be fiven
out by him for the incidental charges of the Church, for which he shall be accoimtable
to each General Assembly. xVnd the General Assembly, finding it necessary that
the said rules be further explained and extended, and that the proper uses to which
the public money should be applied be fixed and determined, and that a certain pro-
portion thereof yearly be allotted for the incidental charges of the Church's afl^airs, and
that such other orders be laid down, as that the pressing affiiirs of the Church may
not be retarded for want of money to expedite the same : Therefore, the General As-
sembly does hereby enact and appoint

—

First, That of her Majesty's yearly allowance
for defraying the public charges of the Church's affairs, and the salaries of the
Church's public servants, there be always the sum of L.lOO sterling money in re-

serve, for answering any extraordinary emergencies in the Church's affairs. Secondly,
That no commission of any General Assembly in time coming shall have power, and
they are hereby discharged to dispose of any more of the Church's money but of one
year's allowance only, reckoning the commencement of the year as the same is fixed

by her Majesty's grant, viz., from the 24th day of June in the year preceding : and
the commission of this Assembly is hereby allowed only to dispose of what is un-
touched of this year's allowance, reckoning the commencement from the 24th day of
June last bypast, that thereby the next General Assembly, and every subsequent
General Assembly of this Church, and their commissions, may have one year's al-

lowance entire, without any anticipations or encroachments by preceding Assem-
blies or Commissions, to defray the necessary charges of the Church during the time
of their administration. Thirdly, The General Assembly appoints that each year's

allowance be applied, in the first place, for defraying the stated annual charges of the
Church quarterly, and the necessary exigencies of each particular year ; that is, in

3n
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such matters only as, during the time of every Commission's administration shall occur,

which do immediately and directly concern the public interest of the whole Church

in general, and any arrears of these that shall happen to be resting ; and, in the next

place, for payment of the other bygone debts of the Church then resting, according

to the foresaid order of ranking already established : and the General Assembly dis-

charo;es any new orders to be given, or precepts to be drawn upon any other accounts,

untifall the Cburchs bygone debts be paid; but, after payment of all prior debts,

the General Assembly allows the several commissions to bestow that which remains

of each year's allowance to such other uses of the Church as they shall judge most

proper. Fourthly, The General Assembly hereby provides and declares, that no

appointments upon the procurator or agents for the Church to manage processes for

])articular Synods, Presbyteries, or ministers, shall in time coming warrant the agents

to lay out any money thereupon, except there be a special order of a General As-

sembly, agreeably to the present rules, expressly appointing them to that effect.

Fifthly, The General Assembly appoints that L.12, 10s. sterling money quarterly,

as" the Church's money comes in, be lodged in the hands of one of the agents for

the Church for defraying the said incidental charges, for which they are hereby

ordered to make an account at each General Assembly ; and, if any balance shall be

found due to them, the same shall be paid to them, and the sum of L.12, lOs. sterling

fnrther; or, if the balance that shall be found due by them shall not extend to that

sum, the said sum shall be made up to them out of the first money that comes in after

clearing their accounts, as said is, including this year. And, Lastly, The General

Assembly appoints the receiver of the Church's money, in his disbursing thereof in

time coming, strictly to observe the foresaid rules ; and discharges him to make pay-

ments in any other manner or order, as he will be answerable to the General Assem-

blies of this Church.

VIII.

Sess. 8, May 9, 1712, ante meridiem.— Commission by the General Assembly to some

Ministers and Ruliiiy Elders for disrussiny divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do therefore nominate and appoint

their reverend brethren, Messrs 'William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the

College of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c., to be commissioners of the General

Assembly, to the effect after mentioned ; with power to the said persons or their

quorum. (Powers the same as in three preceding years.)

IX.

Sess. 8, May 9, 1712, ante mei-idiem.—Instructions by the General Assembly to their

Commission.

1. [Same as in 1711.]

2. [Same as in 1711.]

3. The Commission are appointed to use all proper means to preserve and main-

tain all the rights and privileges of this Church, and to obtain a redress ot what is

grievous to us with respect to the same, and to send Commissioners to London for

that effect, if they see cause.

4. [Same as in 1711.]

5. The Commission are instructed to use all diligence in getting payment of the

money gifted by her Majesty for defraying the public charges of the Church, and to

see that the rules and orders laid down in the seventh Act of this Assembly, en-

titled, " Act directing the right Application of the Money granted by her Majesty
for defraying the public Charges of this Church," or established by the Acts of for-

mer Assemblies, for the right application of the public money, consistent; with the

eaid Act seventh, be punctually observed.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same

as No.

as No.
as No.
as No.
as No.
as No.
as No.
as No.

as No.

as No.
as No.

as No.

7, in

8, in

9, in

10, in

11, in

12, in

13, in

14, in

15, in

16, in

17, in

18, in

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

1711.

X.

Sess. 11, Mai/ 13, 1712.

—

Act approving of the Representations and Addresses made hy

the Commission of the late General Assembly to the Queen, concerning the Tolera-

tion and Patronages.

The General Assembly having considered the proceedings of the Commission of

the late General Assembly, with relation to public affairs, and, in particular, having

had produced and read before them the representations made by them to her jNIa-

jesty, concerning the bill entitled, " A Bill to prevent the disturbing of those of the

Episcopal Communion in Scotland, in the exercise of their Religious Worship, and

in the Use of the Liturgy of the Church of England, and for repealing an Act

against irregular Marriages and Baptisms," then depending in Parliament ; and the

" Bill for restoring of Patronages," which were reserved by them in their approbation

of the proceedings of the said Commission : The General Assembly did, by their

vote, and hereby do, unanimously approve and ratify the foresaid proceedings of the

said Commission in the premises, and particularly the said representations, as having

been most faithful and seasonable. And, in token of their said approbation, they

hereby ordain the said representations to be here inserted verbatim, as follows :

—

TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The most humble Representation and Petition of the Commission of the late General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your JNIajesty,

The Church of Christ in Scotland, being, as we apprehend, in hazard of sad al-

terations and innovations, inconsistent with, and contrary to, that happy establishment

secured to us by the laws both of God and the realm, from a bill entitled, " A Bill

to prevent the disturbing those of the Episcopal Communion in Scotland, in the

Exercise of their Religious Worship, and in the Use of the Liturgy of the Church
of England, and for repealing the Act against irregular Baptisms and Marriages.

'

We do, in all duty and humilit}', flee to your Majesty's royal protection, so often and

so graciously assured to us, both by your royal word and letters.

If the matters in question did only relate to our own ease and better accommoda-

tion, we should patiently bear the same ; but when we see the glory of God, and

the power and purity of our holy religion, and of the ordinances of Jesus Christ, in

this Church so much concerned, and the peace and quiet thereof, and of this whole

country, so visibly in danger, to the prejudice of your Majesty's honour and govern-

ment, we cannot but hope that your Majesty will allow us to plead our just right,

with that gracious liberty you are pleased to give the meanest of your subjects.

When, after the great and many hardships, troubles, and vicissitudes, wherewith

the Church of Scotland had been tossed, even from its first Reformation from Popery,

it pleased our gracious God, at, and by the late happy Revolution, to bless us with a

full and complete restitution, and that by the Claim of Right, and the Acts of Par-
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liament following, viz., the fifth Act of the Parliament, 1690, entitled, "Act ratifying

the Confession of Faith, and setthng Presbyterian Churcli Government;" whereby
Presbyterian Church Government is established, ratified, and confirmed, "as the only

government of Christ's Church within this kingdom," rescinding, annulling, and mak-
ing void all Acts of Parliament, statutes and ordinances in the contrary, allowing

and declaring the general meeting and representatives of the Presbyterian ministers

and elders, in whose hands the exercise of the church government is established,

to have power to try and purge out all insufficient, negligent, scandalous, and erro-

neous ministers, by du? course of ecclesiastical process and censure ; and, likewise,

to redress all other Church disorders. By which act it is evident, that Presbyterian

church government being thus established, the ministers and elders of this Church
have all the powers committed by our Lord and Master to his ministers and officers,

to watch over the flock, and to guard against all usurpers and intruders. Secondly,

By the twenty-third Act of the Parliament, 1693, entitled, " Act for settling the

Quiet and Peace of the Church," whereby it is expressly statute and ordained. That
no person be admitted or continued to be a minister or preacher within this Church,

unless he first take and subscribe the Oath of Allegiance and Assurance, and also sub-

scribe the Confession of Faith, as the confession of his faith : And likewise, that he

owns and acknowledges Presbyterian Church Government to be the only government

of this Church And, fiu-ther, that he observe the uniformity of worship, and of the

administration of all public ordinances, as the same are at present performed and al-

lowed within this Church ; and that no minister or preacher be admitted or con-

tinued, unless that he subscribe to observe, and do actually oliservc, the foresaid uni-

formity. Tliirdly, By the twenty-second Act of Parliament, 1695, entitled, " Act
against intruding into Churches without a legal Call and Admission thereto ;" by
which act it is statiited and declared, That whoever shall intrude themselves into

any church, or shall exercise any part of the ministerial function within any parish,

without an orderly call from the heritors and eldership, and legal admission from

the Presbytery of the botmds, sliall be removed, and also incapable for the space men-
tioned in the Act. And, Fuurthhj, By the third act of the Parliament, 1702, entit-

led, " Act for securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Government ;"

whereby the foresaid Act 16S0 is fully ratified. By which acts, and several others

to that purpose, which we humbly presume to lay together, for your Majesty's more
full information, we, with all submission, conceive, that Presbyterian Church Go-
vernment is as fully settled and secured as could be devised ; and, as the worship,

discipline, and government of this Church were complied with, and submitted to,

without any separation in all times since the Reformation, when Presbyterian Go-
vernment was established by law; so there is no reason to doubt, but the same cheer-

ful and universal compliance had been given thereto, at and ever since the late happy
Revolution, if it had not been for that woeful seed of disaffection to the Revolution,

and your ]\Iajesly's Government, as thereby established, and which indeed hath been

the principal if not the only cause of these few prosecutions that occasion so loud

and unjust a clamour.

But that your Majesty may be further satisfied of the injustice of these calumnies,

wherewith we are reproached for excessive rigour, wc cannot but lay before your Ma-
jesty this pregnant instance of our moderation ; that since our late happy establish-

ment, there have been taken in and continued hundreds of dissenting ministers upon
the easiest terms ; and we are further assured, that when any just trial shall be made,

we shall ever be found inclined to all the Christian tenderness that can be expected

from such as fear God, and love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Your Majesty,

then, by what is here humbly rejiresented, ma^' plainly perceive what security we
have^for our present settlement before the Union ; but then, in order to the Union,

and for facilitating thereof, we have the 6th Act of the Parliament, 1707, entitled,

" Act for securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Government," whereby
the whole acts above set down are ratified and approven. And your Majesty further,

with advice and consent of the Estates of Parliament, expressly provides and declares,

that the foresaid true Protestant religion, contained in tlie above-mentioned Confes-

sion of Faith, with the form and purity of worship presently in use within this Church,
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and its Presbyterian church government and discipline, "all established by the foresaid

Acts of Parliament, pursuant to the Claim of Right, shall remain and continue unalter-

able ;" and that the said Presbyterian government shall be the only government ofthe
Church within the kingdom of Scotland. And, further, that after the decease of
your Majesty, (whom God long preserve,) the Sovereign succeeding shall, in all time
coming, at his or her accession to the Crown, swear and subscribe, " that they shall

inviolably maintain and preserve the foresaid settlement of the true Protestant re-

ligion, with the government, worship, discipline, rights, and privileges of this Church,
as above by law established." And it is further statute and ordained, that this Act
of Parliament, with the establishment therein contained, shall be held and observed,

in all time coming, as a fundamental and essential condition of any treaty of union
to be concluded betwixt the two kingdoms, without any alteration thereof, or dero-
gation thereto, in any sort whatsoever ; as, also, that this Act of Parliament, and
settlement therein contained, shall be inserted and repeated in any Act of Parliament
that should pass for agreeing or concluding the foresaid treaty of union betwixt the

two kingdoms ; and that the same shall be therein expressly declared to be a funda-
mental and essential condition of the said treaty of union in all time coming; and,
accordingly, and that our Church might have the plenary security above provided,

and that, as was then plainly said, and as the acts sufficiently import, our security

above-mentioned might be stated and established in a manner even beyond the reach
of Parliament ; in both Acts of Parliament passed in both kingdoms, ratifying and
approving the treaty of union, the foresaid act for securing the Protestant relio-ion,

and Presbyterian Church government, is expressly inserted ; and it is thereby statute

and ordained, that this act, with the Establishment therein contained, shall he held
and observed in all time coming, as a fiuidamental and essential condition of the fore-

said treaty of union, without any alteration thereof, or derogation thereto, in any sort,

for ever.

This being our great and plenary secmity in law, that we have for our present
Church government and establishment ; and we being in danger, on the other hand,
of alterations and innovations intended by the foresaid bill, dependinor before the
Honourable House of Commons; wherein, besides the hard reflections contained in
the preface, it is proposed to be enacted, That Episcopal Dissenters shall have liberty

to meet and assemble, for the exercise of Divine Worship in their own manner, and
to use in their congregations the Liturgy of the Church of England, without any dis-

turbance ; and that for qualifying such pastors, Episcopal orders, and presentino- let-

ters of their orders to the justices of peace, shall be sufficient ; and that no person or
persons shall incur any penalty whatsoever, upon account of his or their resortino-

to the said Episcopal meeting : And that it shall be free and lawful for all the sub-
jects in that part of Great Britain called Scotland to assemble and meet for divine
service, without any disturbance, and to settle their congregations where they think
fit : And for the Episcopal ministers not only to pray and preach in these cono-rcga-
tions, but to administer the Sacraments, and marry, without incurring any pain or
penalty whatsoever, without any other caveat that appears for their doctrine, save
that they shall not deny, in their preaching or writing, the doctrine of the blessed
Trinity ; and withal, that the Presbyterian clergy are still allowed to inflict ecclesi-

astical censures upon those of their own communion, which plainly imports an ex-
emption of all who shall disown their communion, we cannot but, in the first place,

express our astonishing surprise and deep affliction to hear of such a bill offered for

such a large and almost boundless toleration, not only threatening the overthrow of
this Church, but giving a large licence almost to all errors and blasphemies, and
throwing up all good discipline to the dishonour of God, and the scandal and ruin of
the true Christian religii;n, and the infallible disturbance of the quiet, and to the con-
fusion, of this Church and nation. And, therefore, in the nest place, we do, in all

humility, but with the greatest earnestness, beseech, nay, obtest your Majesty, by the
same mercy of God that restored this Church, and raised your Majesty to the throne,
to interpose for the relief of this Church, and the maintenance of the present esta-

blishment against such a manifest and ruining encroachment, in such manner as in
your royal wisdom and justice you shall think fit.
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That the gracious God may ever guide your Majesty with his cobnael, till, after

a long and happy reign upon earth, he crown you with glory in heaven, shall be the

earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders, Com-
missioners of the late General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.

Signed in our name, and at our appointment, by
(^Sic suhscribitur) William Mitchell, Moderator.

TO. THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address and Representation of the Commission of the late General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your ]\Iajesty,

Though we cannot forbear to regret the want of success in our endeavours with re-

lation to a bill lately passed into an act, entitled, " An Act for preventing the dis-

turbing of those of the Episcopal Coninumion in Scotland, in the exercise of their

religious Worship, and in the use of the Liturgy of the Church of England ;" yet,

seeing we must still judge that the form and ])urity of worship presently within this

Church, and its Presbyterian government and discipline, established by the Acts of

Parliament pursuant to the Claim of Right, arc to remain and continue unalterable, and

that the Act of Parliament securing our Presbyterian Church government, and the

establishment thereof, are to be held and observed in all time coming as a funda-

mental and essential condition of the treaty of union concluded betwixt the two king-

doms, without any alteration thereof, or derogation thereto, in any sort, for ever.

We cannot but with all humble duty and submission take notice of another bill

presented in the Parliament of Great Britain for restoring of patronages, which we
conceive is contrary to our Church constitution, so well secured by the treaty of

union, and solemnly ratified by the Acts of Parliament of both kingdoms, and will

inevitably obstruct the work of the Gospel, and create great disorder and disquiet in

this Church and nation. For the furtlier clearing whereof, we beg leave to repre-

sent to your Majesty, that from our first reformation from Popery, patronages have

been reckoned a yoke and burden upon the Cluncii of Scotland, as is declared by

the First and Second Books of Discipline, published soon after the said Reformation
;

since which time they were still judged a grievance, till at length they came to be

by law abolished.

These patronages having been restored with Prelacy, in the year 1661 and 1662,

did indeed continue till the year 1690, that Prelacy was abolished, and Presbyterian

government again established; and, though the Act of Parliament, 1690, resettling

Presbyterian Church government, was founded upon the Act of Parliament, 1592,

which bears a relation to patronages, yet the said Act of Parliament, 1690, doth ex-

pressly except that part of the old act, and refer patronages to be afterwards considered

;

which accordingly followed in the same Parliament, 1690. Whereby your Majesty

may plainly perceive that the abolition of patronages was made [a part of our Church
constitution, enacted by the act 1690, and that this act 1690, with all other acts re-

lative thereto, being expressly ratified, and for ever confirmed by the act securing

the Protestant religion, and Presbyterian Church government, and engrossed as an

essential condition of the ratifications of the Treaty of Union, passed in the Parliaments

of both kingdoms, the said act abolishing patronages must be understood to be a part

of our Presbyterian constitution, secured to us by the Treaty of Union for ever.

Yet the same Parliament, 1690, was so tender of the civil rights of patrons, and so

sincerely desirous only to restore the Church to its just and primitive liberty in call-

ino- ministers, in a w<iy agreeable to the word of God, that they only discharged the

patron's power of presenting ministers to churches vacant ; but, as to any thing or

their civil rights, did better the condition of patrons, not only by reserving to them
the right of disposal of vacant stipends for pious uses within the parish, but also giving

I
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to them the heritable right of the tithes restricting the ministers who formerly had
the said right to stipends much below the value of the said tithes.

This being, then, the true account of our legal settlement as to this matter, we pre-

sume also, in all humble duty, to represent to your Majesty, that the restitution of pa-

tronages as to the point of presentation, can only gratify a few, while, on the other

hand, it must necessarily disoblige a far greater part of your Majesty's good subjects,

that are now freed of that imposition.

Neither can we forbear to suggest to your Majesty, that from what is said, it may
easily be gathered what difficulties and hardships presbyteries may be laid under, as

to their compliance with this innovation ; and what differences, contests, and disorders,

may probably ensue betwixt patrons, presbyteries, heritors, and people, besides the

known abuses wherewith patronages have been attended, even in their most settled

condition ; whereof many instances might be given, especially that thereby a founda-

tion was laid for simoaiacal pactions betwixt patrons and those presented by them ;

and likewise ministers were imposed upon parishes by patrons who were utterly

strangers to their circumstances, having neither property nor residence therein.

And, therefore, we cannot but most humbly and earnestly obtest your Majesty

to consider this affair of restoring patronages in this Church, with all its circumstances

and consequences; and since, through the blessing of God, and your Majesty's gra-

cious protection, we have hitherto been at quiet and ease in this matter, that your

Majesty would be graciously pleased, in your great wisdom, to use proper means for

preventing this encroachment, so evidently prejudicial to the work of the Gospel and
the peace of this Church.

That your Majesty may be guided and directed of God, in the great and weighty

affairs of your government, and that, after the fulness of earthly blessings here, you
may for ever wear a crown of glory that fadeth not away, are the earnest and fervent

prayers of.

May it please your jNIajesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders, Commis-
sioners of the late General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by
William Mitchell, Moderator.

And the General Assembly doth not only approve of the foresaid two Addresses

and representations above inserted; but also hereby do further empower the Commis-
sion appointed by them to advert carefully to the concerns of this Church, in the

matters above mentioned ; and ordains them to use all dutiful and proper means for

obtaining redress of what is or may be found therein grievous ; and to advert to,

and lay hold, with all duty and deference, on every fit occasion for that effect.

XL

Sess. 11, ISlay 13, 1712.

—

Act appointing the more frequent Celebration of the

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.

The General Assembly, considering that the Assemblies of this National Church
have, by several acts, appointed the frequent celebration of the holy Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper in all the congregations of this Church ; and judging that the due ob-

servation of these acts will greatly tend to the glory of God, and edification of souls

;

therefore, they do hereby enjoin all Presbyteries to inquire if the said acts be duly
observed by all the brethren ; and in case any minister shall neglect to celebrate the

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in his parish for a whole year, the Assembly appoints

the Presbytery in which the said parish lies to call for an account of the reasons of

his omission of that great and solemn duty and ordinance, and to approve or disap-

prove the same as they shall see cause, and to record their diligence in this matter.

And for making this and other acts and recommendations of Assemblies effectual, the
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General Assembly enjoins the Synods, at their several meetings, to inquire at the

Presbyteries within their bounds, what care they have taken to execute the said act,

and other recommendations foresaid ; and ordains that their books shall bear an ac-

count of their diligence therein : And in order thereto, the Assembly appoints the se-

veral Synods to make up a roll of all matters that have been, or shall be recommended
bv the Assemblies of this Church, to be inquired at Presbyteries; and ordains the said

roll to be inserted in their register, and given to the visitors of the Presbytery books,

that thev may take notice of, and report the diligence of Presbyteries in executing

the said acts and recommendations. And in like manner it is agreed, that the As-

sembly shall make up a roll of all matters appointed to be inquired at Synods ; and.

ordains every new act and recommendation, so soon as they are made, to be added,

to the said rolls, that thereby the General Assemblies may know how their acts and
recommendations arc observed by the several Synods and Presbyteries of this Church.

XII.

Sess. 12, Mai/ 13, 1712, jwst meridiem—Actfor the further Encouragement of Students

having Irish.

The General Assembly recomniends to Synods to admit no more bursars having

the Irish language, but so many, to each of whom they are in a condition to pay ten

pounds sterling at least; and for that end, appoints the bursaries of more Presbyteries

than two or three, if they be small, to be joined together to make up the said

sum; and for making this recommendation the more effectual, the Assembly appoints

the several Presbyteries to send in to the meeting of the commission of this Assem-

bly, in July next, a particular and distinct account of the quotas of their bursaries,

subscribed by their moderator and clerk, and appoints the conmiission to proportion

the said bursaries in the several districts, so as to make ten pounds sterling, at least, to

each bursar, out of the half of the bursaries, appropriated by the acts of Assembly for

that use. And, considering that there are several hopeful young men unprovided, the

Assembly requires the several Synods timeously to fill up their vacant bursaries, in

manner above mentioned, and ordains them to examine bursars, at least once every

year, at their meetings, in harvest or winter. And the Assembly, understanding that

there are many of the students who rely upon these bursaries for their maintenance

and encouragement, that are reduced to great straits through not-payment thereo.t",

they do enjoin Presbyteries to pay in ])unctually their several proportions of the said

bursaries; and appoints the names of deficients to be given in to the meetings of the

commission that immediately precede each Assembly. And the Assembly instructs

their commission to look out for hopeful young men, having the Irish language, in

order to be put on trials ; and renews the powers given to the last commission to this

effect.

XIII.

Sess. 12, May 13, 1712, post meridiem.—Advice concerning Soldiers tmder Scandals.

The General Assembly, considering that it may prove inconvenient to bring soldiers

under scandals back to the parishes where they were delated as guilty, to satisfy

church discipline there, after they arerenioved to places very remote ; therefore, in

case of scandals among soldiers, the Assembly does advise kirk-sessions to proceed

without delay against the delinquents, so soon as the scandal breaks out ; and in case

the sohliers guilty be removed from their bounds before any scandal breaks out, or

durino- the dependence of the process against them, the Assembly allows that the

said scandalous soldiers satisfy church discipline in the parish where they are quartered

for the time ; and appoints the kirk-session of that parish to report what is done to

the kirk-session of the parish in which the scandal broke out, or where the process

was commenced, that they may cause intimate the same in their congregation. And
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the Assembly advises Church judicatories to proceed with all tenderness and prudence
in dealing with strangers, so that the ends of Church discipline may be reached.

XIV.

Sess. 12, Mai/ 13, 1712, post meridiem.—Act conceniinq the Preservation of the

Registers of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly, judging it sufficient for the preservation of the Records of
this Church, that copies thereof be lodged in the Library of each University, accord-

ing to tlie Act passed in the Assembly, 1692, and this in place of sending them
to each Synod, as was ordered by the General Assembly, 1703: Therefore, they do
hereby appoint, that a copy of the proceedings of every Assembly be sent to the
Library of each of the Universities in Scotland, to be lodged there, and kept for the

use of the Church and Judicatories thereof; and that the Faculties of the several Uni-
versilics do, upon receipt of the said copies, send in to the Commissions of each Ge-
neral Assembly an extract of an act of their Faculty, under their Clerk's hand, ac-

knowledging the receipt of the said copies; and that they are lodged in their Library
only in trust, for the use and behoof of the Church ; and obliging them to make them
forthcoming to any of the Judicatories of this Church that calls for them, upon their

receipt and obligement to return the same : And the Assembly repeals the said Act,

1703, which appoints copies to be sent to each Synod upon the public charges of
the Church, but allows the Clerk of Assembly to give copies to such of the Judica-
tories of this Church as shall call for them, upon their own expenses.

XV,

Sess. 13, May 14, 1712, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers tojoin with the

Presbytery of Lorn for visitiny Lochaber, and other Parishes in the Bounds of that

Presbytery.

The General Assembly having had under consideration the state of Lochaber, and
other parishes within the bounds of the Presbytery of Lorn, the length and breadth

thereof, the abounding of Popery therein, and want of schools in those parts, judged
it necessary that three ministers from the Lowlands, and as many from the Synod of

Argyle, should be sent to join with the said Presbytery of Lorn, to perambulate the

said bounds, discourse with the heritors and inhabitants concerning new erections

of churches in that country, and settlement of schools therein, and to endeavour to

getplaces condescended on for that effect; and to obtain in writing the consent of the

heritors. And the General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate, commission,
and appoint, the Reverend Mr Neill ("ampbell, minister at Roseneath, Mr Daniel

3P Gilchrist at Lnss, Mr Alexander Fraser at Croy, Mr Dugald Steuart at Rothe-
say, Mr Daniel M'Lean at Kilbride, and Mr Duncan Campbell at Kilchrennan, mini-

sters, to join with the said Presbytery of Lorn, for the ends above mentioned ; and
also for preaching the gospel, visiting of families, and doing other ministerial duties

in the said country. And the General Assembly appoints the persons above named,
and the foresaid Presbytery of Lorn, to meet tor the ends foresaid at Fort-W illiam,

the first Wednesday of July next to come, at ten o'clock forenoon; and to continue

in that country, in prosecution of the ends of this their commission, such part of this

summer as they shall find necessary for the effect foresaid ; and report to the next

General Assembly.

XVL
Sess. 13, May 14, 1712, ante vieridiem.—Act concerning the Oath of Abjuration.

The General Assembly, in pursuance of the reseiTe made by them in their appro-

3 o
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I'ation of the proceedings of the Commission of the last General Assembly of this

Church, taking into their more particular consideration the proceedings of the said

Commission about the Oath of Abjuration ; and, more especially, the humble address

and representation of the said Commission, made to the Queen's most excellent Ma-j
jesty iu that matter ; tliey do ajiprove and ratify the foresaid proceedings, and, morel
especially, the foresaid humble address and representation, jutlging the same to have!
been true, dutiful, faithful, and most seasonable ; and, in token of their said appro-

bation, have ordained, and hereby ordain, the said humble address and representa-

tion to be here inserted verbatim, as follows:

—

UNTO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address and Representation of the Commission of the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland, met by appointment of the said Assembly- at Edinburgh,

the 5th of March 1712 years.

May it please your Majesty,

Upon notice we had of a bill depending in Parliament, entitled, " A Bill to prevent

the Disturbing of those of the Episcopal Communion in Scotland in the Exercise of

their religious Worship, and in the Use of the Liturgy of the Church of England ;"

we, in all humility, presumed to address your iMajesty for the preservation of our

present establishment as secured to us by law, and for preventing the inconveniences

that might ensue on the foresaid toleration, at the passing whereof thereafter in both

Houses of Parliament we cannot but be deeply affected.

But now, that by the foresaid bill, the Oath of Abjuration, enacted for the better

security of your Majesty's person and government, and establishment of the succession

to the crown in the Protestant line, is appointed to be taken by all ministers ; we do, in

most humble dutv, truly and sincerely own and acknowledge that your Majesty is law-

ful and rightfid Queen of this realm, and of all your other dominions and countries

thereunto belonging : And do solemnly and sincerely declare, that we do believe

the person pretended to be the Prince of Wales, during the life of the late King
James, and since his decease pretending to be, and taking upon himself the style and
title of King of England, by the name of James the Third, or of Scotland, by the

name of James the Eighth, or the style and title of King of Great Britain, hath not

any right or title whatsoever to the crown of this realm, or any otherof the dominions

thereunto belonging ; and we do most heartily renounce and refuse any allegiance or

obedience to him ; and we, withal, solemnly and sincerely profess that we will bear

faith and true allegiance to your Majesty in all duties and occasions whatsoever that

can be incumbent on us : And, further, we do faithfully promise, to the utmost of our

power, to support, maintain, and defend the succession of the crown in the Protestant

line against the said Pretender, and all other ])ersons whatsoever, understanding the

foresaid Oath of Abjuration in the fullest sense, wherein it can be understood to re-

nounce and disclaim any right that the said Pretender can claim to your foresaid do-

minions ; and, in the plain sense of the words, in so far as the said oath, and the acts

to which it refers, settles and entails the succession of the crown of these dominions,

for default of issue of your Majesty, on the Princess Sophia, Electoress Duchess
Dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being Piotestants.

But seeing we cannot dissemble with your ]\Iajesty, that there remains a scruple

with many, as if the conditions mentioned in the acts of Parliament establishing the

succession, referred to by the said oath, were to be understood as a part thereof, and
that to swear to something in these conditions seems not consistent with our known
principles : And that it is expressly declared and statuted by the Treaty and Articles

of Union, and the acts of Parliament of bolh kingdoms ratifying the same, that none

of the subjects of Scotland shall be liable to, but all and every one of them for ever

free of any oath, test, or subscription within Scotland, contrary to or inconsistent

with our present Presbyterian Church Establishment; we, in the most humble and
dutiful manner, most earnestly beseech and obtest, that this our address and repre-

sentation, and most sincere declarations therein contained, may be graciously accepted

by your Majesty, without respect to the foresaid conditions scrupled at, as the just
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and true signification of our allegiance and duty, and our sense of the foresaid oath
and engagement, to prevent all mistakes and misrepresentations that possibly v.c may
be liable to in this matter.

That the Lord may eminently bless your Majesty, and, after a long and happy reign

upon earth, receive you into everlasting glory, is, and shall be, the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners of the

late General Assembly of the Church of Jicotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appuintment, by
William Mitchell, Moderator.

And the Assembly farther considering, that it hath pleased her Majesty, in her
gracious letter to this Assembly, to declare that the said address of the commission
presented to her by those therewith entrusted, did so much manifest their loyalty and
good affection to her royal person and gnvernment, and their true concern for the

succession in the Protestant line by law established, that it could not but be accept-

able, as giving her Majesty good ground to expect that there will be nothing in the

procedure of this Assembly but what shall be dutiful ; and, withal, considering that

such of this Church as have taken, or may be clear to take, the foresaid Oath of Abju-
ration, and such as are not clear, do all equally profess that they heartily agree to all

the points of loyalty and duty above asserted, the security whereof appears to be in-

tended by the said oath, as fully witnessed by her Majesty's foresaid gracious accepta-

tion ; and that such as are not clear to take the said oath as it is proposed, do differ, as

being apprehensive that the oath, as it stands, in terminis, doth contain, or may be in-

terpreted to imply, some further engagement not agreeable to our principles, and such
as can be only cleared by the legislature, which such as are clear (if thev did not

judge groundless) would be as careful to avoid ; therefore the Assemblj', for a full and
unanimous manifestation of their loyalty and duty in the premises to all concerned,

and, withal, to establish a right and good understaniling among themselves, and all

the members of this Church, in the matters wherein they are agreed, and to prevent,

as much as possible, all mistakes upon the foresaid difficulties, and different practices

that may thereon ensue, to the prejudice of true Christian and mutual charity, have
thought fit to declare, and do hereby solenuily declare and ascertain their allegiance

to her Majesty, Queen Anne, as only lawful and rightful Queen of this realm, and
all other her Majesty's dominions and countries thereunto belonging ; and their dis-

owning and disclaiming of the foresaid Pretender, his having any right or title what-
soever to the crown of this realm, or any other of the dominions thereunto belonging;

and, therefore, renouncing and refusing all allegiance and obedience to him ; and that

they will bear faith and true allegiance to her Majestv, in all duties and occasions

whatsoever that can be incumbent on them ; and, further, that they do promise faith-

fully, to the utmost of their power, to support, maintain, and defend the succession of

the crown in the Protestant line, settled and entailed, for default of issue of her Ma-
jesty's body, on the Princess Sophia, Elcctoress and Duchess Dowager of Hanover,
and the heirs of her body, being Protestants, against the said Pretender, and all other

persons whatsoever. Which being the obligations and duties contained in the said

oath, wherein we are all agreed, the General Assemblv doth most seriously obtest all

the ministers and members of this Church, whatever maj' happen to be their different

practice, to entertain a good understanding herein, in all mutual forbearance; firmly

hoping, through the grace of God, that if they continue in the same good mind, seek-

ing and serving the Lord in sincerity, and bearing with one another in mutual love

and charit}', our gracious God will extricate us out of all these difficulties.
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XVII.

May 14, 1712.

—

An Address to the Queen concerning the Oath of Abjuration

^

TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the Ministers and Elders met in the General Assembly of

the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

The Commission of the last General Assembly of this Church, being informed

that the Oath of Abjuration was to be enjoined to all the ministers thereotj did enter

into an humble address and repi-esentation to your Majesty, for declaring and ascer-

taining tbcir loyalty to your Majesty, their disowning and disclaiming of the Pre-

tender, and their faithful promising, to the utmost of their power, to support, main-

tain, and defend the succession of the crown in the Protestant line, settled and en-

tailed on the Princess Sophia, Electorcss and Duchess Dowager of Hanover, and the

heirs of her body, being Protestants, against the said pretender, and all other persons

whatsoever ; but withal, did humbly suggest to your Majesty, that a scruple remained

with many, as if the conilitions mentioned in the Acts of Parliament, establishing the

succession, referred to by the said oath, were to be understood as a ])art thereof, which

is judged not to be consistent with our known principles; and, therefore, did plead

to be relieved in the terms of the Treaty and Articles of the Union. And your Ma-
jesty has been ])leased, in your gracious letter to this Assembly, to declare, that the

said address did so much manifest their loyalty and good affection to your royal person

and government, and their true concern for the succession in the Protestant line, that

it could not but be acceptable. We, at present met in this Assembly, finding that

the foresaid scruples do still remain with many of us, thought fit, in pursuance of our

most humble duty, and for further manifestation of our loyalty in the premises, and

for establishing a right and good imderstanding among the ministers and members of

this Church, to renew the foresaid declaration and assertion of our loyalty to your

Majesty, as our only lawful and rightful sovereign ; and of our true and zealous con-

cern for the succession of the crown in the Protestant line, against the said Pretender,

and all other persons whatsoever. But seeing that the aforesaid scruples, as to the

said oath, do still remain with many of us, and that ycnir Majesty may plainly per-

ceive how that all the ministers of this (Jliurch do, notwithstanding of the foresaid

scruples, fully agree in their asserting their loyalty to your Majesty, and disowning

any right or title in the Pretender, or any other, and their dutiful and zealous concern

for the succession of the crown in the Protestant line, all which points we are willing

to affirm by our great oath, if thereto required. We cannot but, in all humble duty

to your Majesty, and Christian charity to one another, and for preserving the unity,

peace, and quiet of this Church, most humbly and earnestly address your Majesty,

that such of us as may remain unclear as to the taking of the said oath, may yet be

favourably regarded by your Majesty as your most loyal and dutiful subjects ; and
that your Majesty would be graciouslyjjleascd to interpose for their relief, in such

manner as in your royal wisdom you shall judge expedient. And this most humble
address we, with all submission, are moved to make with the greater earnestness, that

w^c are all of us most seriously desirous to keep the ministers of this Church, and all

under their charge, in the greatest unanimity as to the ])oints of loyalty and duty to

your Majesty, and in peace and concord among ihcmselvcs, tor the advancing of

your Majesty's service, and the honour and interest of your government.

That your Majesty's reign may be long and prosperous, and that you may be

guided and directed of God in the great and weighty affairs of your government, and
that your councils and undertakings may be still successful for preserving and de-
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fending the reformed Protestant interest at home and abroad, are the earnest and
fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Hamilton, Moderator.

XVIII.

Sess. 15, May 15, 1712, ante meridiem.—An Address to the Queen concerning the

Representations made to Her Majesty by the late Commission.

TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the Ministers and Elders met in the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

Having taken liberty in another address, humbly to represent to your Majesty
what may tend to the full declaration of our duty and loyalty to your Majesty, and
our sincere concern for the succession in the Protestant line, and for procuring relief

and ease to such of us as may fiud ourselves straitened as to the taking of the Oath of

Abjuration, in the manner appointed : We being met in the General Assembly of

this Church, do, in all humble duty, beg leave to yjut your Majesty further in mind
of the things which were laid before your Majesty by the Commission of the last

General Assembly, as grievous and prejudical to this Church; and, indeed, the late

occurrences that have happened do so nearly affect our well settled and secured

Church establishment, that we cannot possibly be silent. That the inconveniences and
troubles that we thence apprehend may never be found amongst us, is our most se-

rious wish. But since your Majesty, in your gracious letter to this Assembly, hath

been pleased not only to assure us of your firm purjjose to maintain the Church of

Scotland as established by law, but also that you will employ your utmost care to

protect us, and redress our just complaints, we most humbly beg leave to acquaint

your Majesty, that we have instructed and empowered the Commission appointed by
this Assembly, to advert carefully to all good opportunities, and to use all proper

and dutiful means and methods whereby these our grievances may be happily re-

dressed.

And, therefore, we do, in all humble duty, address your Majesty, that according to

your wonted goodness and the gracious condescendence wherewith you have favoured

us on the like occasions, your Majesty would be pleased to give such countenance to

the addresses that may happen to be made to your Majesty by our said Commission,

for relief in the premises, and to interpose your royal authority in such sort for a just

redress, that this Church may still have the comfort of your JNlajesty's protection, with

the benefit of the royal assurances that have been so often confirmed to us.

That God may long preserve your Majesty for the good of all your people, and the

protection and comfort of all the churches of Christ, and that, after a prosperous reign

upon earth, you may enjoy an eternal crown in heaven, is, and shall be, the sincere

prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedi-

ent, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name^ and at our appointment, by
William Hamilton, Moderator.
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XIX.

Sess. 13 etult., May 15, 1712.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be held at Edinburgh,

the last Thursday of April next, 1713.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm, and

pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Registers of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAs, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 30, 1713.

Sess. 1, April 30, 1713.

—

Act appointIny thr Queens Commission to his Grace

John Duke of Atholl to be Recorded.

The General Assembly being convened and constituted, there was produced to

them, by his Grace John Duke of Atholl, her Majesty's commission, sealed at Edin-

burgh the 29th day of April current, with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union

of the two kingdoms of Scotland and England to be kept and used in Scotland in

place of the Great Seal of Scotland, and of the same tenor with former commissions,

constituting him her Majesty's High (.'onunissioner and llcpresentative in this As-

sembly ; which commission being publicly read with all due honour and respect, it is,

by order of this Assembly, recorded in their books, adfuturamrei rnemoriam.

II.

The Queen^s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to them the

last day of April 1713.

Anne, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. We have had so many proofs

of your good and prudent management in former Assemblies, and particularly the

last, that we have cheerfully countenanced, by our authority, this your meeting ; and

we doubt not but you will take it as a particular mark of our regard to you, that we

have appointed our right trusty, and right entirely beloved cousin and counsellor,

John Uuke of Atholl, to be our Commissioner, who, we persuade ourselves, will be ac-

ceptable to you. Our concern for promoting true piety and godliness, the great ends

of the Gospel, is such, that you may be fully satisfied it shall be our care to employ

such as shall be faithful in executing the laws, in punishing all such practices as are

a scandal to the Christian profession, and against which we have signified our dis-

pleasure in our proclamations. We are sensible, that a pious and learned ministry is,

under God, the great support and ornament of Christianity ; and, therefore, we are

resolved to countenance you in your endeavours to promote it, and to employ our

power and authority for the advancing of it to your just satisfaction. We take this

solemn occasion to renew the assurances we have formerly given you, of our firm
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purpose to maintain the Church of Scotland as established by law. The address of

the late General Assembly did so much manifest their loyalty and good affection to

our royal person and government, and their true concern for the succession in the

Protestant line of the House of Hanover, as established by law, that it could not but

be very acceptable to us : And your moderation and unanimity amongst yourselves

is not more for vour own good, than it will be for our satisfaction. And we assure

ourselves, that there will be nothing in your procedure but what shall be dutiful to

us, and shall manifest the wisdom of your conduct ; and so we bid you heartily fare-

well.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 15th day of April 1713, in the twelfth year

of our reign.

By Her Majesty's Command,
Dartmouth.

Directed thus,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator, Mi-
nisters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of that

part of our Kingdom of Great Britain called Scotland.

in.

Mat/ 2, 1713.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to her Majesty's most gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty hath been pleased to honour us doth

manifest so great goodness, and so much concern for our happiness under j-our auspi-

cious government, that we bless God for his having given us such a sovereign to reign

over us : And we judge it our duty to offer to your Majesty our humble and hearty

thanks, for all the favour you have been pleased to show to this Church ; and more
particularly, for the expressions of your Majesty's satisfaction with the proceedings of

the last, as well as of former General Assemblies, which cannot but be a strong tie

upon us, to be careful that there be nothing in our management that may be unan-
swerable to what your Majesty hath just reason to expect from us.

That your Majesty hath been pleased to make choice again of so noble a person

as the Duke of AthoU to represent your Majesty in our Assembly, after the evidence

of his fidelity to your Majesty, and the experience we have had of his good affection

towards this Church, is not only most acceptable to us, but is such a very particular

and obliging proof of your Majesty's regard to all our concerns, as cannot but en-

gage us to pay him all that respect and duty that we owe to the high character he
bears.

It gives this Church real comfort, and will be the perpetual glory of your reign

and memory, that your Majesty is so zealously concerned for the promoting of piety,

and that you are graciously pleased to give us your royal promise, that you will take

care that none shall be employed but such as shall be faithful in executing the laws,

in punishing all such practices as are a scandal to the Christian profession, and against

which your Majesty hath testified your displeasure in your proclamations.

We do, with the greatest thankfulness, acknowledge that your Majesty hath been

pleased to signify to us your gracious purpose to countenance us in our endeavours

to promote a pious and learned ministry, (being, under God, the great support and
ornament of Christianity,) by employing your royal power and authority for the ad-

vancement of it to our just satisfaction. I'his great favour, together with the renewed
assurances your Majesty is pleased to give us of your firm purpose to maintain the

Church of Scodand, as established by law, do oblige us to give all suitable returns of

duty and gratitude, and encourage us to hope that your Majesly, in your great wisdom
and goodness, will find a fit opportunity to remedy what we have formerly humbly
laid before your Majesty, for the ease and quiet of this Church.

It gives us no small satisfaction, that the address of the late General Assembly,
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manifesting their loyalty and good affection to your royal person and government,
and their true concern for the Protestant succession in the House of Hanover, upon
which it is established by lavp, was so acceptable to your Majesty ; and we crave

leave to assure your Majesty, that there are none in your dominions more firm in

their resolutions steadily to continue in both these, against all Pretenders whatsoever,

and their adherents, than the ministers and members of the Church of Scotland, as

established by law.

We also beg leave to testify to your Majesty, how much it did rejoice us to be ac-

quainted by your Commissioner from the throne, with the great care that your Ma-
jesty has been pleased so conspicuously to show for the Protestant religion, and the

continuation of it to succeeding generations in your own dominions ; and that your
Majesty has further extended the same pious care to the Protestant Churches abroad,

and that God has blessed your endeavours for obtaining the release of those who are

in the French galleys for their religion ; and also the consent of France to redress

the hardships to which the Protestant Churches in Germany were liable.

It is a very convincing proof of your Majesty's concern for us, that you are gra-

ciously pleased to recommend to us moderation and unanimity. We should be want-
ing to the duty we owe to God, and to so excellent a Queen, if we did not proceed
with all calmness, temper, and concord, amongst ourselves, and all dutiful respect to

your Majesty.

That the God of heaven may present your Majesty with the best blessings of His
goodness, and ever guide your Majesty by His counsel, till after a long and happy
reign upon earth, He crown you with glory in heaven, is the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most duti-

ful, most obedient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and
Elders met in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. VVishart, Moderator,

IV.

May 2, 1713.

—

Act containing Directions to the Visitors of Synod Books.

The General Assembly, considering that, by the 11th Act of the General Assem-

bly, 1712, entitled, " Act appointing the more frequent Celebration of the Sacrament

of the Lord's Supper," it is ordained, that the Assembly shall make up a roll of all

matters appointed to be inquired at Synods, and that every new recommendation, so

soon as it is made, be added to the said rolls, that thereby the Assemblies may know
how their acts and recommendations are ol)served by the several Synods and Presby-

teries of this Church ; and finding, that the matters following have been by former

Assemblies recommended, and the observation thereof enjoined to Synods and Pres-

byteries ; therefore, it is appointed that the following roll or list of the said matters

be put in the hands of the revisers of Synod books at each Assembly, for their direc-

tion and assistance in visiting the said books ; and the Assembly do appoint the said

visitors, in their going through the said Synod books, carefully to advert,

1

.

If the advices marked in the former attestations of Synod books be observed.

2. If the Synod books be completely filled up, and signed by the moderator and
clerk, as is enjoined by the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1698, and be pro-

duced yearly, according to the 3d Act of the General Assembly, 1702.

3. If the Synod's proceedings be agreeable to the constitutions of this Church, and
acts of the General Assembly ; and if the register be correctly written, and spelled

without contractions ; and when there is any thing written on the margin which

should have been in the body, if it be signed by the clerk ; and where words are

blotted out as superfluous, if it be marked on the margin how many words or lines

are blotted out, and that it was done by authority, and if the said marginal writing be

signed by the moderator and clerk ; and also observe if there be any blottings or in-

terlinings in the register. See 9th Act of the General Assembly, 1 706.
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4. If Synods do call their Presbyteries to an account, as to their care about ministers

reading and expounding a large portion of Scripture in their congregations every
Lord's Day, according to the 9th Act of the General Assembly, 1694, Sth'Act of

Assembly, 170-1, and 10th Act of the General Assembly, 1706; and as to their

preaching catechetical doctrine, according to the 18th Act of the General Assembly,
1695.

5. If care be taken that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper be administered in

each parish at least once every j-ear, and where any ministers neglect the same, if

they be called to an account, and if their excuses be either approven or disapproven,

as is enjoined by the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1712.

6. If Synods inquire concerning Presbyteries holding parochial visitations, and
ministers' visiting of families, according to the 16th Act of the General Assembly,
1706 ; the buying and reading of the acts and overtures of the General Assembly,
according to the 16th Act of the General Assembly, 1700, and 18th Act of the Gene-
ral Assembly, 1705; and concerning their diligence in observing the Acts against

profanity, particularly the 7th Act of the General Assembly, 1699, and inquire after

mortifications for pious uses, as enjoined by the 22d Act of the General Asscnibl}',

1700.

7. If Synods call their Presbyteries to an account as to the pains they take to get

a school settled in every parish, and provided with a sufficient master and mainten-

ance according to law, and take care that the school be visited conform to the 5th
Act of the General Assembly, 1705, and 5th Act of the General Assembh', 1707

;

and if Presbyteries contribute for bursars having Irish, according to the 1 oth Act of

the General Assembly, 1 706 ; and if the Synod's advice be taken anent licensing pro-

bationers, according to the 10th Act of the Assembly, 1711.

8. If Synods inquire at Presbyteries concerning the increase and decrease ofPopery,
and other errors, and the pains taken to reclaim erroneous persons. See 8 th Act of

the General Assembly, 1707, &c.

9. If Synods take care to have the Acts of the General Assembly, particularly the

5th Act of the late Assembly, " Concerning a Contribution for promoting Christian

Knowledge," observed ; and if the account of their diligence in these matters be re-

corded, conform to the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1710, &c.
10. If Presbytery books be punctually produced, revised, and attested, and if Pres-

byteries undergo their privy censures every Synod, and if there be a roll made up of
matters recommended by the General Assembly to Synods, and if the said roll be re-

corded, and a copy thereof given to the visitors, according to the 18th Act of the

General Assembly, 1712.

1 1. That the visitors of Synod books communicate all their remarks on these books
to some of the Synod, and hear them thereupon, before they bring in the same to the

General Assembly, as has been frequently enjoined by former Assemblies.

May h, 1713.

—

Act and Recommendationforfurthering Contributions and Suhscrijitions

towards promoting of Christian Knoiuledge.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered a representation and petition

given in to them by the committee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Chris-

tian Knowledge, with the opinion of the committee for bills thereupon, and heard

several members of the said society, who are also members of this Assembly, give an

account of the state of their matters, and success of their work ; they found that the

care and diligence of the society and their committee is very commendable, and they

earnestly recommend to all ministers and elders, and charitably inclined persons, in

\ their several stations, cheertuUy to concur in this so good a work ; and they did, and
/hereby do, again renew the recommendations of the last and preceding General As-

y;3mblies to the several Synods and Presbyteries of this Church, and particular mini-
- sters, entreating them carefully to obser\'e the methods prescribed by these acts, for

furthering subscriptions and contributions in the several parishes, and to transmit

3p
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them to the society : And also, the Assembly do require and appoint the several Pres-

byteries to call for an account of the diligence of the ministers and sessions within their

bounds in the said matter, at their privy censures and parochial visitations, and record

their reports in their Presbytery books ; and ordains Synods, at their privy censures,

to take a particular account of the diligence of their Presbyteries, and record the re-

ports of Presbyteries in their books; and Synods and Presbyteries to send a full and

distinct report of their diligence in this matter, subscribed by the moderator and clerk,

in manner prescribed by former acts, to the Commission of this Assembly, at their

meeting in November next. And the Assembly appoints and instructs their Com-
mission to call for the foresaid accounts, and see to the due observation of this and

former recommendations made for the furthering of this pious and charitable work ;

and that they lay before the next General x\sseml)!y an account of such Synods and

Presbyteries as shall neglect to send in to them the reports of their diligence in this

matter.

^

VI.

Maij 8, 1713.

—

Actfor Maintaining the Unity and Peace of this Church,

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration, that, by the 16th Act of the

late Assembly, entitled, " Act concerning the Oath of Abjuration," mutual for-

bearance, love, and charity, notwithstanding of different sentiments and practices with

respect to the said oath, was seriously recommended to all ministers and members of

this Church ; and being informed that the said recommendation hath not been duly ob-

served by some ministers and jieople, and that there are appearances ofdivision in divers

parts, upon occasion of the said different sentiments and practices ; and the Assembly

being unanimously agreed, that these differences are no ground of separation from the

judicatories presently established, and ordinances of Christ as they are now dispensed

in this Church, seeing the ministers on both hands do own their firm adherence (not-

withstanding the said differences) to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government

of this Church, and to their duty and loyalty to the Queen, and good affection to the

Protestant succession in the illustrious House of Hanover : And further, the

General Assembly, being deeply touched with the sense of danger there is to this

Church under her present circumstances, by divisions, which tend to weaken our in-

terest, and to expose us to our enemies ; and it being incumbent to the supreme ju-

dicatory of this Church to take care of her safety, and apply proper remedies to the

disorders that happen, and not knowing to what height these evils may grow, unless

withstood in the beginning, do therefore not only renew the foresaid recommenda-
tion, but most seriously obtest all ministers and people, in the bowels of our Lord
Jesus Christ, charging them, as they regard his honour, and the peace and quiet of this

Church, that they abstain from all divisive courses upon occasion of different senti-

ments and practices about the said oath ; and that they would, notwithstanding there-

of, live in love and Christian comnmnion together; that ministers study to strengthen

one another's hands by a conscientious and close attendance upon the several judica-

tories of this Church ; that they use all prudent and gaining methods, as they have

access, to keep the people in due subjection and love to their own pastors : That they

do not encourage their withdrawing from them ; and that all judge charitably one of

another, as having acted according to the light of their conscience in this matter; and,

therefore, that they carefully abstain from reproaching one another on account of the

said different sentiments and practices. And the General Assembly doth seriously ex-

hort all the ministers and members of this Church, as they would not mar and obstruct

the success of the Gospel, the serious exercise of practical godliness, and the comely

order of the house of God, that they endeavour, by the observation of the foresaid in-

junctions, to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
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VII.

Sess. 7, May 8, 1713 Act and Recommendation for Teaching the Common Tunes.

The General Assembly, for the more decent performance of the public praises of
God, do recommend to Presbyteries to use endeavours to have such schoolmasters
chosen as are capable to teach the common tunes ; and that Presbyteries take care

that children be taught to sing the said common tunes ; and that the said school-

masters not only pray with their scholars, but also sing a part of a psalm with them,
at least once every day.

vin.

Sess. 8, May 9, 1713.— Commissmi to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor dis-

cussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration, that there are divers weighty
affairs which they cannot overtake ; do therefore nominate and appoint their reve-

rend brethren, Messrs William VVishart, one of the Ministers of Edinburgh, their

Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of the General Assembly to the effect after

mentioned, with power to the said persons, or their quorum, (powers the same as in

1709, &c.)

IX.

Sess. 8, May 9, 1713.

—

Instructions by the General Assembly to their Commission.

1. [Same as in the two preceding years.]

2. [Same as in the two preceding years.]

3. The Commission are appointed to use all proper means to preserve and maintain

all the rights and privileges of this Church, and to obtain a redress of what is

grievous with respect to the same, and to send commissioners to London for that ef-

fect, if they see cause, and to lose no opportunity of applying for redress of the

Church's grievances.

4. [Same as in the two preceding years.]

5. [Same as in 1712.]

6. The Commission are empowered to cognosce and finally determine in all re-

ferences already made, or to be made, by this Assembly ; and in all references and

appeals for transporting ministers to the North, the Highlands and Islands, which

shall be brought before them, according to the overtures made thereancnt, aimo

1699; and transportations to any parish in these places, whether privileged by former

acts of Assembly or not, are to be carried on in the most expeditious way, providing

that the Commission do not meddle with sentences of Synods, excepting causes par-

ticularly referred to them ; but this restriction is not to be extended to ministers having

the Irish language.

7. [Same as in 1711 and 1712.]

8. [Same as in 1712.]

9. [Same as in 1712.]

10. The Commission are appointed to take special care to keep and maintain unity

in the Church upon all emergencies, especially among the ministers thereof and to

gain such as do separate therefrom; and to suppress error and schism in this Church,

and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books and pamphlets tending thereto, as

is by a former act recommended to Presbyteries ; and to take notice how any who
have been censured by preceding Assemblies, or Commissions of the same, have

carried, and to proceed to further censure as the Commission shall see cause : And
further, this General Assembly docs hereby renew the first paragraph of the 18th

Act of the General Assembly, held anna 1706, concerning schism and disorders, and

appoints the same to stand as an instruction to this Commission, and empowers them
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to send Committees to any part of this Church for that effect, as they shall find

cause.

1 1. [Same as in 1712.]

12. The said Commission are to endeavour to make effectual whatever hath been

by this, or preceding Assemblies, agreed upon, concerning the erecting of schools in

the North, the Highlands and Islands, and what else may tend to the advancement

of religion and reformation in these places ; and to keep a correspondence with the

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge and their committee, and to give them

all suitable assistance and encouragement, according to the Acts of the General As-

semblv, in the years 1710, 1711, and 1712, thereanent, which are hereby renewed,

and Acts of this Assembly.

13. [Same as in 1712.]

14. The Commission are appointed to have a special respect, so far as the present

circumstances do require, to the 9th Act of the General Assembly, held in the year

1703, " Concerning the Planting Vacant Churches in the North, the Highlands and

Islands, and Supplying thereof with Ministers and Probationers :" And the Commis-

sion are hereby empowered to proceed according to the said act, in so far as they

shall find it needful, particularly as to the bounds of Ross and Sutherland ; and to

consider if any method can be fallen upon to support probationers having the Irish

language, now when the twenty merks formerly allowed them by law is taken away.

15.

16.

17.

Same as in 1712.]

Same as in 1712.]

Same as in 1712.]

X.

Seas. 10, 3Ia7/ 11,1713.

—

Advice concerning Recommendations in favour of Students to

be entered on Trials.

The General Assembly having heard and considered a reference from the Presby-

terv of Edinburgh, for explication of the tenth Act of the General Assembly, anno

1711, entitled, "Act concerning Probationers, and settling Ministers, with Questions to

be proposed to, and Engagements to be taken of them," did, and hereby do, declare,

that they judge it fit, that before the said Presbytery grant a recommendation, or de-

sire to another Presbytery for entering any student of divinity on trials, they take

the usual private trial appointed by the said act to be taken of such students, as if

they were to pass before themselves, and that all other Presbyteries take the same

course in the like cases.

XI.

Sess. uU., May 11, 1713.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Asscmhhj. '

The next General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be held at Edinburgh,

the first Thursday of May next, 1714 years, being the 6th day of that month.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm, and pro-

nouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Registers of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Cls. Eacl. Scot.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 6, 1714.

I.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 6, 1714.

—

Act appointing the Queen's Commission to his Grace John
Duke of Atholl to be B.ecorded.

The General Assembly being convened and constituted, there was produced to

them, by his Grace John Duke of Atholl, her Majesty's Commission, sealed with
the seal appointed by the Treaty of Union betwixt the two kingdoms of Scotland
and England to be kept and used in Scotland in place of the great seal of Scotland,

of the same tenor with former Commissions, constituting him her Majesty's High
Commissioner and Representative in this Assembly ; which Commission being pub-
licly read with all due honour and respect, it is, by order of this Assembly, recorded
in their books, adfuturam rei meinoriam.

11.

The Queeris most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to them the

6th day ofMay 17 14.

Anne, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. We are so well satisfied with

the accounts we have had of yoiu- prudent conduct in the last Assembly, we very

wilhngly countenance, by our authority, your meeting at this time.

We have again made choice of our right trusty, and right entirely-beloved cousin

and counsellor, John Duke of Atholl, keeper of our privy seal for Scotland, to be our
Commissioner, and to represent our royal person in this Assembly ; believing that

none could be more acceptable to you than he, who has already more than once so

well discharged that trust to our satisfaction.

We are very sensible how much the promoting of true piety and godliness, the

great ends of the Gospel, depends upon the due execution of the laws against pro-

taneness and immorality ; and, therefore, it will be always our chief care to employ
such persons as shall be faithful in executing the laws, and in punishing all such prac-

tices as are a scandal to our holy religion, and against which we have so often signi-

fied our just displeasure in our proclamations.

And as nothing can more effectually contribute to the propagating of the Gospel
than the example of a pious and learned clergy, so we are resolved to use our en-

deavours, as we doubt not you will do yours, that vacant churches be supplied with

pastors of an exemplary life and conversation.

We readily embrace this opportunity to renew the assurances we have formerly

given you of our firm purpose to maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law estab-

lished. The frequent proofs you have given us of your loyalty and good aifection to

our royal person and government, and of your concern for the Protestant succession

in the House of Hanover, as by law established, as they could not but be very ac-

ceptable to us, so we doubt not of your continuing in the same dutiful dispositions.

Our concern for the good and peace of our subjects makes us take this opportunity

earnestly to recommend to you moderation and unanimity in your present meeting, \^
and that, at your return to your respective congregations, you would use your utmost

endeavours for quieting the minds of the people, and to remove any jealousies and

fears which have, without any just grounds, been suggested to them by persons of

factious and turbulent spirits, and to make them sensible of the present blessings they
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enjoy, and of the bad consequences any kind of disturbance would have to the present

tranquillity, as well as to their future happiness ; all which we expect from you as

faithful ministers of the Gospel of peace, whicii you profess, and who wish well to

the present establishment in Church and State. So we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James', the 14th day of April 1714, in the thirteenth

year of our reign.

By Her Majesty's Command,
Mar.

Directed thus,—To our Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.

IIL

May 8, 1714.— The General Assembly's Answer to her Majesty's most gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

YourMajcsty'scontinuing to give your protection and countenance to our annual As-

semblies is a favour which we do with all thankfulness acknowledge ; and that our con-

duct in the last Assembly hath been acceptable to your Majesty, is what but cannot

give us o-reat satisfaction, and oblige us to manage ourselves so as we may not lose

the honour and comfort of the good opinion your Majesty is pleased to have of us.

The choice that your Majesty hath again made of his Grace the Duke of Atholl,

keeper of your privy seal for Scotland, to represent your royal person in this Assem-

bly is such a signal mark of your Majesty's goodness to us, as wo cannot but be very

thankful for. His fidelity to your Majesty, the prudence of his conduct when for-

merly clothed with the high character that he now again bears, the experience we

have had of his favour to this Church, and his zeal for suppressing all profaneness

and inmiorality where he hath authority or influence, cannot but make us have a

hio-h value for him, and engage us to contribute what is in our power to his being

easy in the discharge of that high trust which your Majesty hath honoured him with.

It is a (Treat comfort to us that your Majesty is pleased to give us renewed assur-

ances, that it will be your royal care to promote true piety and godliness, by employ-

in"- such persons as shall be faithful in duly executing the laws against profaneness

and immorality, without which true religion nnist greatly decay ; and we humbly pre-

sume to persuade ourselves that your Majesty will, in your royal wisdom, find out

such means as shall be most proper for making your religious purposes more effectual

than to our deep regret they have hitherto been.

We should be very unworthy of the character we bear of ministers of Christ, if we
should not, to the utmost of our power, contribute to the supplying vacant churches

with pious and learned men, especially while your Majesty hath the goodness to en-

courao-e us, by declaring your purpose to use your royal endeavours for that end.

We cheerfully embrace and lay hold upon the assurance your Majesty gives us, of

your firm purpose to maintain Presbyterian Government in the Church of Scotland,

as established by law, and do presume to hope that these things which are grievous to

us may come in due time and manner to be redressed, and that all the vain confi-

dences of enemies to our constitution shall at last be brought to nought.

It shall. Madam, be our constant care not only to be steadily loyal ourselves to your

Maicstv, and fixed in our concern for the Protestant succession in the House of Han-

over but it shall also be our endeavour, that all who join in communion with us be

duly possessed with principles of true loyalty and affection to your Majesty as our only

ricrhtful sovereign, and firmness to the Protestant succession in the illustrious House

of Hanover, upon both which, under God, the security of our religion and liberties does

entirely depend.

Moderation and unanimity in our present meeting, so earnestly reconnncndcd to us
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by your Majesty, are so much both our duty and interest, that we should be greatly
wanting to ourselves, and unanswerable to the duty we owe to God, and the ren-ard

we ought to have to what your Majesty exhorts us to, should we not be seriously con-
cerned that nothing opposite to these be found among us.

However bold and unaccountable the proceedings of such as are enemies to your
Majesty's government, and friends of the Pretender, have of late been, and whatever
grounds they may have given for fears and jealousies amongst your faithful subjects,

we beg leave to assure your Majesty, that as it has been, so it ever shall be, our care
to make all we have influence upon deeply sensible of the blessings they enjoy under
your Majesty's Government, and of the bad consequences that anything tendin" to
disturb the same, or endanger the Protestant succession, would have to the present
tranquillit}', as well as to their future happiness.

That your Majesty may be always highly favoured of God for the comfort of the
Protestant churches, and the happiness of your people as to their religious and civil

concerns ; and after a very long and happy reign here upon earth, be at last crowned
with glory, honour, and immortality, leaving a peaceable access to the throne to the
Protestant heirs of the illustrious Family of Hanover, are and shall be the fervent
and constant prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed ia our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Will. Mitchell, Moderator.

IV.

May 8, 1714.— The General Assemblys Congratulatory Address to the Queen, upon
her Majesty s Recoveryfrom Iter late Indisposition.

Most gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most faithful and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders

of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, think it our duty to embrace the

first opportunity in our meeting of this General Assembly, to acquaint your Majesty,

that as your late indisposition did justly grieve and alarm us, we do now, with the

greatest joy and thankfulness to Almighty God, congratulate your Majesty's happy
recovery and perfect health, of which we had the most agreeable confirmation by your
Majesty's High Commissioner from the throne.

It hath been, and ever shall be. our fervent prayer, that the infinitely good God
may presen'e your Majesty in firm health and prosperity, and enable you to defeat

the designs of the Pretender, and all his adherents, against your Majesty's just title;

and that, after a very long, happy, quiet, and peaceable reign on earth, you may be

crowned with glory and immortality ; and that the peaceable possession of the throne

of these nations may be conveyed to a Protestant of the most illustrious House of

Hanover ; our firm zeal for which your Majesty hath frequently declared to be ac-

ceptable to you.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Will. Mitchell, Moderator.

Sess. 3, May 8, 1/14.

—

Actfor the better Execution of the Laics against Profaneness,

The General Assembly finding, that albeit there have been many excellent acts,

both of Parliaments and General Assemblies, made for suppressing of immorality and
vice ; and that the Queen's Majesty, by her royal proclamation, dated 18th August
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1 708 years, hath required the punctual execution of the good laws made for encou-

ragement of piety and virtue, and punishing of vice and immorality, and hath ap-

pointed her said proclamation to be read from the pulpits, at such times as shall be

found needful by the Presbyteries and Synods of tlie bounds ; yet all manner of im-

morality does abound through this nation, to the dishonour of God and the scandal

of our holy religion, which threatens us with severe strokes and judgments ; do there-

fore appoint that her Majesty's proclamation of the date foresaid, with the abbreviate

of tbe laws subjoined thereto; as also the 13th Act of the General Assembly, anno

1G94 ; 7th and 11th Acts of the General Assemhbcs, 1(397; and 7th Act of the Ge-

neral Assembly, an?io 1 699, be reprinted in a small volume ; and that a copy thereof be

sent to every parish and Kirk-session, Presbytery, and Syncd iu iSeotland ; and do ap-

point the said proclamation and abbreviate to be read from the pulpits of all the

churches in Scotland, upon the third Lord's day of August next to come, before pro-

nouncino- of the blessing; and the General Assembly recommends to ministers on

that day to preach a sermon suited to the occasion ; and do seriously exhort all the

members of this Church, in their several stations, to do what is required of them by

the said acts and her Majesty's foresaid proclamation : But because that the too fre-

quent reading of the foresaid proclamation and abbreviate has been found inconve-

nient • therefore, the General Assembly leaves it to the several Synods and Presby-

teries after the first reading thereof, to give orders about the time of reading it after-

ward, as often, and at such times, as they shall judge it needful and convenient; and

ordains Synods and Presbyteries to record their diligence in this matter iu their

books.

VI.

Sess. 5, May 11, 1714.

—

Actfor further regulating the Trials of Probationers.

The General Assembly, considering how necessary it is, especially at this juncture,

that Presbyteries be very cautious in admitting persons to trials iu order to tlieir being

licensed to preach, and that they be exact in the said trials; do, therefore, seriously

recommend to all the Professors of Divinity and Presbyteries within this national

Church, the strict observation of the 5th Act of the General Assembly, held in the

year 1705, and 10th Act of the General Assembly, held (iiiiki 1711, concerning young

men to be entered on trials, and other Acts of the General Assembly about trying and

licensino- probationers ; and further do recommend to Presbyteries, that they cause

read to the young men about to be tried, the engagements recpiired by the said Act

10th, anno 1711, of such as are to be licensed ; and that they take the said young men
their promise that they will subscribe to and punctually observe the same, in case the

Presbytery shall see cause to license them ; and Presbyteries are desired to record

this their T)n)mise in their books, and to cause all this to be done before any part of the

public trials be prescribed ; and, in the case of students, their bringing testimonials

from their professors, and from the Presbyteries wherein they have for the most part

resided, in the terms of the foresaid Act 5th, annv 1705, and Act 10th, 1711, in

order to their passing trials in some other Presbytery ; such Presbyteries, to whom they

shall come so recommended, are not to begin their trials until they have resided at

least half a year immediately before in their bounds. And, lastly, the visitors of the

Presbytery books are appointed to report to their Synods an account of the diligence

of the' several Presbyteries in this matter; provided always, tliat what is herein con-

tained be not extended to students having the Irish language.

VII.

Sess. 5, Mag 11, 1714.—Act for discouraging nnworthg Bursars.

The General Assembly, considering' that bursaries have been conferred upon some

young men that are found very unworthy of any encouragement from this Church

;
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for rcmcid whereof, the General Assembly recommends to Synods and Presbyteries
to make particuhu- and exact inquiry into tlie education, pictv, iitcniture, principles
and conversation of those whom they recommend to bursaries ; and tiiat thev re-
commend none of whom they have not oronnd to believe that thev will be useful
and wlio arc firm to the interests of this Church : And, further, the General As-
sembly appoints such Presbyteries as shall discover any just ground of suspicion in
young men having these bursaries, with respect to these things, to acquaint the Ge-
neral Assemblies of this Church, or Commissions thereof; and also the Presbyteries or
Synods whose bursars they are, that if they be found unworthy, the cncourao-ement
they enjoy may be taken from them, and bestowed on persons having the qualifica-
tions required by the acts of Assembly.

VIII.

Scss. 5, May 11, 1714.

—

Actfor restoring and preserving Unity in this Church.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration, that by the 6th act of the last

General Assembly, 1713, it is strictly and seriously enjoined, that all the ministers and
members of this Chin-ch live in love and Christian comu; union together; and that

ministers study to strengthen one another's hands by a close and conscientious attend-

ance on the judicatures of this Churchy notwitiistanding of different sentiments and
practices about the Oath of Abjuration, all being of the same mind in owning and
adhering to that pitch of reformation to which the Lord had happily raised this

Church ; and being deeply concerned that nothing contrary to these great and neces-

sary duties should be found amongst the ministers or members of this Church at this

time especially, when our circtmistancescall upon us to watch against any appearances
of division ; doth therefore renew the exhortations contained in the foresaid act,

seriously obtesting all, in the bowels of our Lord Jesus Christ, whether ministers or

people, that they lay to heart these important duties, and that there be no distinguish-

ing courses taken contrary thereunto, on occasion of celebrating the holy Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper, which ought to be the bond of love and unity among Christian.s.

And, in regard it appeareth unto this Assembly, from the records of the late Commis-
sion, that representations have been sent to them from judicatures in the bounds of
Dumfries, concerning the jiractices of some brethren in that Synod, who are said to

have separated from their Synod and Presbyteries, and to have baptized and married

irregularly, and admitted persons to the Lord's Supper without certificates from their

own ministers, and to have gone out of their own parishes, and preached and baptized

without the appointment of any judicatory, and that both in vacant and planted con-

gregations; and these practices, if true, being very disorderly, and contrary to the

great and necessary duties enjoined in the said act, and portending much danger to

this Church; therefore, the General Assembly, being on the one hand deeply con-

cerned for the preventing of schism, and preserving the peace and unity of this Church,

and, on the other hand, much inclined to show all tenderness to these brethren, so

far as is consistent with the safety of the Church, and their fidelity to the trust re-

posed in them, doth appoint IVIr William Mitchell, one of the ministers of Edinburgh,

their Moderator, Messrs William Carstares, William Wishart, William Hamilton,

John Flint, and J;imes Hart, Ministers there ; Messrs James Hog at Carnock, William

MoncriefF at Largo, John Schaw at Leitli, Robert Livingston at Biggar, Patrick

Cuming at Ormiston, John Currie at Haddington, John Stirling, Principal of the

College of Glasgow, John Muirhead at Cambusneihan, James Ramsay at Kelso, and
Samuel Nairn at Errol, the Right Honourable the Earl of Burhan, the Lord Ormis-

ton, the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, John Aird, Provost of Glasgow, Lieutenant-

Colonel John Erskine of Carnock, Lieutenant-C^olonel John Blackadder, Lieutenant-

Colonel \Mlliam ?^laxwell of Cardoness, and John Martin of Arries, Ruing Elders,

thirteen of whom to be a quorum, whereof nine are always to be ministirs, to be

a committee to consider the rc]in!Scntations, or any others that may be offered to

them concerning those or other brethren that may follow the like courses, to

3q
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(leal with them in order to remove their scruples, and reclaim them to their duty

;

and for that end to meet at Edinburgh the fourth Wednesday of June next to

come, with power to choose their own moderator and clerk, and to adjourn them-
selves from time to time ; and that either at Edinburgh, or to Glasgow or Ayr, as

they shall see cause ; and the General Assembly appoints these brethren to attend
that committee at that diet, and any other to which the said committee shall require

them to come ; and ordains letters to be written advertising them hereof, and requiring
their attendance ; and also requiring them to keep within their own parishes as to

their ministerial duties; and the Assembly empowers this committee also to call

any other brethren that may be re])resented to follow the like disorderly courses, and
appoints them to report their diligence to the Commission to be appointed by this

Assembly : And the said Commission is hereby empowered from time to time to

give to the said committee instructions and directions as to their procedure, and to

cognosce and finally determine in %vhat concerns the said aifair.

IX.

Sess. S, May 14, 1714.

—

Act approving the Proceedings of the Commission of the late

General Assembli/, and particularly the Seasonable Warning concerning the Danger

of Popery.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the report of those appointed

to revise the register of the actinss and proceedings of the Commission of the late

General Assembly, and having had the said register produced before them, did find

that the said Commission have proceeded according to their commission and instruc-

tions, and have been diligent and faithful in the work committed to them, for which
the Assembly gave them thanks, and particularly for their zeal against Popery, and
seasonably impressing the minds of the people with loyalty to her Majesty, firmness

to the Protestant succession in the illustrious Family of Hanover, and just aversion

to the Pretender, all fully expressed in their Seasonable Warning.

X.

Sess. 8, May 14, 1714.^

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration, that there are divers

weighty aifairs which they cannot overtake, do, therefore, nominate and appoint their

reverend brethren, Messrs William Mitchell, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their

Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of the General Assembly to the effect after

mentioned, with power to the said persons, &c. ;
(their powers arc the same as in the

corresponding act of the immediately preceding years.)

XL

Sess. 8, May 14, 1714.

—

Actfor procuring the better Execution offormer Acts against

Popery, andfor preventing the Growth thereof.

The General Assembly, for preventing the growth of Popery, do enjoin ministers

and members of kirk-sessions to keep a watchful eye over Papists, and deal with them

for their conviction, according to the 8th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1707,

and carefully to give in yearly to the Presbytery lists of their names and designations,

particularly of Popish bishops, priests, Jesuits, and other traffickers, who go about to

pervert people from the truth, and of apostates from the true religion, with an ac-

count of their Popish meetings, times, and places thereof, and witnesses for proving



1714. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 491

the same, with the names of children under Popish parents, tutors, curators, or gover-

nors, and of the nearest Protestant relations of such children; and likewise of all

Papists who keep schools, or teach any science, art, or exercise, and also of Protest-

ants who keep Popish servants, and of all Pajiists who have succeeded to lands or

heritages within their bounds, since tiic year 1700, and of all other contraveners of

the 3d Act of the Parliament held that year, entitled, " Act for preventing the Growth
of Popery;" and Presbyteries are strictly enjoined to give in yearly, upon the 21st

day of February, full informations of these things, subscribed by their moderator and
clerk, to the Justices of the Peace in the several shires within which the said Presby-

teries do lie, and Papists reside or haunt, at their quarter sessions or meetings, and
to the other Judges Ordinary within the bounds of the said Presbyteries, in order to

due trial : And appoints Presbyteries to send another authentic copy of the said in-

formations, subscribed, as said is, to the procurator or agent for the Church, to be by
them laid before the Lords Justice General, or Justice Clerk, or her Majesty's Ad-
vocate or Solicitors ; and the Assembly further appoints Presbyteries to give in also

co|)ies of the said informations to their Synods, according to former Acts of As-

sembly, and ordains Synods to call for the same from Presbyteries, and record their

diligence herein in their books, that the General Assembly may see it, and give such

orders thereanent as they shall judge proper.

XII.

iS'es*. ult., May 17, 1714.

TO THE QUEEN"S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your ilajesly.

Your Majesty's known zeal for the true reformed Protestant religion, and the re-

newed gracious assurances we have from your Majesty, to maintain and protect the

Presbvterian government of this Church, as by law established, do encourage us in

pursuance oF those Christian ends, rcconmiendcd to us l)y your most gracious letter

to this Assembly, to lay before your Majesty, in all humble duty, these things that

so nearly concern the interest of religion and of this Church.

It is our extreme sorrow, that we find ourselves obliged to represent to your j\Ia-
'

jesty the extraordinary growth of Popery, and bold and insolent carriage of Popish

bishops, priests, Jesuits, and other trafficking Papists in several parts of this nation,

and that not only by secret practices, but by avowed keeping of mass meetings and

cha])els, to which people do openly resort, by whose artifices, several hundreds have

of late been perverted in a few parishes, and that tiieir bishops do presume, at stated

times, to confirm great multitudes as in a Popish coimtry, to the great dishonour of

God, the violation of your Majestv's good laws, the increase of disaffection to your

roval govcriMTient, and the grief and disquiet of the hearts of your faithful subjects;

a more fidl and iiarlicular account whereof shall be sent to your Majesty's Secre-

taries of State, to be laid before your Majesty.

Though we own ourselves, both as Christians and as ministers, indispensably bound \J

to exercise charity towards Protestants that diiter from us, yet we cannot forbear to

represent to your Majesty the disorders of some of the Episcopal persuasion, who
transii-ress your laws by possessing themselves of jjarish churchrs, and introducing

thereinto a way of worship nevcr'allowed in this Church, and manifestly contrary to

the act for securing Presbyterian government, declared to be a fundamental act of

the Union, ol' which we have a pregnant instance, by the late violent and tumultuary

invasion of the Church of Old Aberdeen; and however fond some of that way ap-

pear to be of the Liturgy of the Church of England, they do either altogether omit

the prayers for your Majesty, or make such alterations of these prayers as render

them equally applicable to the Pretender as to your Majesty: Nor can we omit this

opportunity "to regret to your Majesty the disturbance Mr David Anderson, Profes-
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sor of Divinity in your Colloo-c of Old Aberdeen, hns met with in the peaceable pos-

session of his office : On this occasion, also, we are constrained in all humility to ac-

quaint your Majesty how nnicli we are astonished and grieved, that some of late have

had the boldness to represent the ministers of this Cluuch, and those of our commu-
nion, as disloyal and seditious ; and we know no reason why they thus express their

hatred and malice against us, but because, on all occasions, we assert and maintain

your Majesty's undoubted title to the Crown, and use our utmost endeavours to con-

firm the "people in their affection and loyalty to your Majesty's person and govern-

ment, their zeal for the Protestant succession in the House of Hanover, and their

just aversion to the Pretender, which we conceive to be the true cause, that in a late

address from Fife, the reasons of a fast appointed by the Synod of that province,

which contain becoming expressions of duty and loyalty to your Majesty, and affec-

tionate zeal to the Protestant succession, are so grossly misrepresented ; and wc can-

not but observe, that those wlio in their addresses do insinuate anything against us

and our constitution, make no mention of the Protestant succession in the House of

Hanover, being equally, and for the same reasons, disaffected to both.

We must also crave leave deeply to regret the abounding of error, and profaneness

of all sorts, notwithstanding the clear light of the Gospel, and tlie many excellent

laws, and jour Majesty's royal proclamations to restrain them.

These being the heads of our grievances, wherein your Majesty cannot but per-

ceive how much the glory of God, the ])urity of religion, the obedience to your laws,

the honour of your government, and the peace and weliiire of this nation are con-

cerned we do, in all humility, most earnestly entreat that your Majesty will be

pleased, in your royal wisdom and goodness, to appoint, that the laws against Popery

and profaneness may be executed with all vigour, and that all unwarrantable and ille-

gal practices and attempts against our most holy religion, and present happy esta-

blishment of this Church, may be i>revcnted, and punished according to law.

That God may long ))reserve your Majesty for the defence of the true Protestant

religion, the comfort of all the churches of Cinist, and the welfare and prosperity of

this Church in particular, shall be the constant and fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the jMinisters and Elders met in

this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Mitchell, Moderator.

xni.

Sess. ult., May 17, 1714.

—

Act. and Recommendation in favour of the Society for

Propa(jatin(j Christian Kiiowled(je.

Upon the 10th day of May current, there was produced to, and read in presence of,

the General Assembly, a representation and petition, the tenor whereof follows, viz.

" Unto the Right Reverend and Honourable the Moderator, and remanent Mini-

sters and Ruling Elders, members of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land, the Representation and Petition of the Committee of the Society in Scotland

for I'ropagatinK Christian Knowledge, humbly sheweth.

That her Majesty having been graciously pleased to erect a Society in Scotland for

Propagating Christian Knowledge, the (ieneral Assemblies of this Church have, ever

since the erecting of that Society, showed a great zeal to promote the pious design there-

of, not only by instructing their commissions to keep a correspondence with the Society,

but also by recommending to Synods, Presbyteries, ministers, members of sessions, and

persons of all ranks, to contribute towards that excellent design, as is fully expressed in

the several acts made to that purpose—these have been very encouraging to the mem-
bers of the Society and their committee, to bestow part of their time and pains to for-

ward, as far as they could, so good a work. It has been the study of the Society to fol-

low the directions laid down in her Majesty's Letters Patent, and to avoid every thing
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that mif!;ht justly be ground of offence to any serious Christian, and for the satisflic-

tion of contributors, have been, and still are, willing to consider any proposals that

may be made to them for fin-therlng the design of the Society, so far as the annual

rent of the stock will allovv, agreeably to lier Majesty's Letters Patent ; and whatever

have been the secret whispers, groundless antl false reports of some, who are either

enemies to this promising undertaking, or ignorant of this pious design, and unwilling

to give any assistance thereto, yet the Society's management has been such, that they

are always ready to expose it to any person who desires to understand the same, for

they keep their books and accounts distinct and open, that any contributor who
pleases may have access thereto ; and this has been not only published in the printed

newspapers, but a public intimation thereof has been given by the committee of the

Society, and the same was sent to the several Synods and Presbyteries, by order of

the last Assembly, to be read from all the pulpits in Scotland. The Society cannot

but bless God for the great zeal and charity that many Presbyteries, ministers, elders,

and other well disposed persons, have showed in this matter ; for by their liberality,

the Society's stock laid out, preceding the 7th of January last, does amount to the sum
of L.5087 sterling, upon the interest of which there are maintained, one who officiates

as minister and schoolmaster in llirta, alius St Kilda, and schoolmasters at Snizort, in

the Isle of Skye—Glenelg, in the remote Highlands—Abertarff, in the shire of Inver-

ness— Lairg; and Kildonan in Sutherland— Duirness in Strathnaver— Harrav in the

Continent, and Shapinshay in the North Isles of Orkney—Walls in Zetland—Tom-
namvillian, in the Duke of Gordon's country—Tonibelly and Castletown in Aberdeen-
shire—Lochearnside, Glenlednoch, and Glenarchnae, in Perthshire—and one in Gair-

loch, in the bounds of the Synod of Ross—in all seventeen schools ; and some of the

masters have allowance for maintaining assistants, where their schools are numerous,
and there is a consideraule sum given out yearly for books to these schools, and trans-

porting thereof to them ; and ea(di scholar taught gratis at the Society's schools is

allowed a new Bible, the Confession of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechisms, with

Vincent's or Hall's Exposition ofthe Catechism, and Guthrie's Trial of a Saving Interest

in (."hrist, so soon as it is attested that they are in case to read the Bible distinctly.

There are comfortable accounts of the usefulness of these schools, and of their' great

success and number of the scholars, for there are 1 18 scholars at one school, at others

70, 67, 50, 40, .39, 36, &c., where they have for any time been settled, and many of

the scholars can read the Bible puintcdly, repeat the Shorter Catechism in the church,

are learning to write, and to understand a.'ithmetic, and to sing the common tunes

used in the churches ; and such care is taken in the choice of masters, as to their piety,

learning, prudence, and other Cjualifications, that in remote jilaces where ministers

have large parishes, or more kirks than one, they, by the minister's allowance and
direction, do help to supply his absence, by convening the scholars, and such others

as are pleased to attend on the Lord's Day, and reading the Holy Scriptures to them,

and a sermon out of a book, praying, singing Psalms in the forenoon, and catechising

in the afiernoon, and by the example of the scholars, there is an enmlation begot in

those of riper years, whereas before, the Lord's Day was little regarded in such places

when the ministers were absent. But though the Society must acknowledge the

great and laudable zeal of some persons of quality, gentlemen, ministers, and otl:er

well disposed persons, particularly in PZdinburgh, Aberdeen, Glasgow, Dumfries,

and other places, who have contributed liberally for advancing the Christian and
noble design of her Majesty's Royal Letters Palcnt, and that the success of the schools

already erected hath been very enconratiin'r—vet we must bes leave again to repre-

sent, that some Presbyteries and ministers have never to this day made any return

of their having intimated the Acts of Assembly that concerned the Society, although

the same were timeously sent to them, so that in some places the pious de-

sign of the said Society is wholly concealed and unknown, and peoiile have not
had an ojiportunity to contribute toward-^ so Christian and excellent a work, who
would corciiiilly do it. Other ministers have satisfied themselves in that they have
contributed or subscribed for their own part, though tliey have used little or no dili-

gence to }ironiotc contributions among their people, apprehending that their endea-

vours would be without success, whereas it is certain, that some who have been under
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these apprehensions, before tliey attempted to collect, have, after their setting ahout the

work, by reading the foresaid papers sent to them, and giving suitable exhortations

to their people, found them cheerful and liberal in their contributions, beyond their

expectations ; for they have found even children and servants show a zeal to and con-

cern for this pious undertaking, and desirous to forward the same, and that the small

mites thrown in by the poorer sort, when laid together, have amounted to a consider-

able sum. Other ministers have extended their endeavours no further than by

makino- a collection at the church doors, (as in the case ofcommon charity,) and in such

parishes, what has been collected has come to a very small account ; whereas others

who have been at the pains to go from house to house to obtain the contribution of

each particular person, as is prescribed by the Acts of Assembly, have got together

very considerable sums, and people have declared, that their hearts never gave them

so much to any collection as to this, which is for such an excellent and glorious de-

si"-n ; and there are some who, though they have collected, yet delay to transmit the

money to the Society's Treasurer, upon pretence cither of waiting till they get more,

or that they want an account how the money already raised is employed, (notwith-

standing of the distinct accounts transmitted to them of the Society's progress from

time to time.) If others had been thus backward and careless, this Christian and

pious desifrn, proposed after maturest deliberation, by the Commission of the General

Assembly, and authorised by royal authority, had been frustrated, and such delays

and neo-lect of what is so seriously recommended by her Majesty and the General

Assembly, do greatly obstruct the progress of the Society, for the money must first

come to their hands, and then be laid out on interest, and the interest be raised before

they can supply the schools; seeing, by the Letters Patent, it is only the interest of

their stock that can be employed for that end. The Society is not willing, at this

time, to condescend upon particular Synods, Presbyteries, and parishes thus deficient,

or persons wlio have not paid in the money they subscribed for, or collected from

others, but is rather desirous that such deficients have some longer time allowed

them to exonerate their consciences in such an important trust, according to former

Acts of the General Assembly, Letters from their Commissions, and from the Society

and their committees ; and for the further satisfaction of the Assembly, the Com-
mittee is willing to meet with such as shall be named by them, and to lay the Society's

accounts and books before them.

May it therefore ])lease this Venerable Assembly to consider the premises, and to

cause read the 5th Act of the late General Assembly, and renew the recommenda-

tions and orders therein contained in all points, and, further, to lecomniend to Pres-

byteries to look out for fit persons, duly qualified in the terms of her Majesty's Letters

p'atent, who are willing to serve the Society, and send an account of them with certi-

ficates in their favour to the Society or their Committee.

This, at the appointment, and in name of the said Committee, is subscribed by

Jo. Duncan, Pr. (]om., Jo. Dundas, Sec. Soc."

Which Representation and Petition being considered by the General Assembly,

with the deliverance of the Committee of Bills thereupon, tiiey caused read the 5.h

Act of the late General Assembly, anno XIVA, and did, and hereby do, renew the recom-

mendations and injunctions therein contained in all points ; and, further, recommend

to Presbyteries to look out for persons, duly (pialificd in the terms of her Majesty's

Letters Patent, who are willing to serve the Society, and to send an account of them

with certificates in their favour to the Society or their committee. And the Gene-

ral Assembly did give the said Society their hearty thanks for their great care and

dilio-ence in carrying on the excellent design of her Majesty's Letters Patent for Pro-

pagating Christian Knowledge ; and several members of the Society present in the

Assemblv, having desired that they would appoint a committee of their number

to meet with the committee of the Society, to discourse with them, and by joint

counsel to advise what further may be proposed to the General Assembly, to be done

for the benefit of the said Society, and by tlie Society, for fully satisfying, not only

the members of this Assembly, but all others, as to the exactness and liiirness of their

management. The Geneial Assembly appointed their committee already named,
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being some out of the several Sj'nods, for revising the commission book, when they
have clone with the said book, to meet with the committee of the Society for the ends
foresaid, and report.

And this day the committee of the General Assembly appointed to meet with the
committee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, reported
that they had discoursed with that committee at length, and had all their books laid

before them, and were fully satisfied of the groundlessness of all the objections that

were moved against them, and they saw that the Society can give clear and satisfv-

ing documents of all the particulars contained in their representation to this Assem-
bly ; and, therefore, the Committee give it as their opinion, that the nature and con-
stitution of that Society is such, that it is as well secured against the danger of future

events as any Society can be, and they thought that the Assembly should empower their

Coumiission to appoint public intimations in all the congregations of this Church, of
an additional representation of the further progress and success of the Society, which
they are preparing. The General Assembly having heard and considered the said

report, they were well satisfied therewith, and approved of their committee's opinion,

and did empower their Commission to the effect above mentioned.

XIV.

Sess. iiU., May 17, 1714.

—

Act appnintinri the Diet of the next General Assembli/.

The next General Assembly of this Church is appointed to be held at Edinburgh,
the fourth day of May next to come, in the year of our Lord 1715 years.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm, and pro-
nouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Registers of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OP THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 4, 1715.

&'ss. 1, 3Iay 4, 1715.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Rothes produced,

and ordered to he Recorded.

The General Assembly of the ministers and ruling elders of this national Church,
being convened and constituted, there was produced to them by the Right Honourable

John Earl of Rothes his Majesty's Commission, sealed with the seal appointed by
the Treaty of Union betwixt the two kingdoms of Scotland and England to be kept

and used in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, appointing him his

Majesty's High Commissioner and Representative in this National Assembly ; which
Commission being publicly read with all due honour and respect, the General As-
sembly ordered the same to be recorded in their Registers, ad futuram rei memo-
riam, the tenor whereof follows :

—

Georgius, &c.



III.

Maij G, 1715.— The General Assembli/'s Answer to the King's most gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

It was with a particularjoy and satisfaction that we received the gracious letter with

which your Majesty was pleased to honour us. We esteemed your peaceable accession

to the throne of these nations, upon the demise of our late Sovereign Queen Anne,

so great a blessing, that we were fervent in our prayers to God for it ; and we can

never be thankful enough for the merciful return he hath given to our requests ; for

it is to your Majesty, under God, ^\e owe the preservation both of our lioly religion

and our valuable civil liberties ; and we must have been betrayers of b<jth if we had

not been zealously concerned tor the succession in your Royal Family ; and though

your Majesty, in your great goodness, is pleased to express a kind resentment of our
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II.

May 4, 1715.— The Kinr/'s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to

them by his Majesty's Commissioner^.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet yon well. We are so well satisfied with
the proofs the Church of Scotland have given of their steady adherence to the Pro-
testant succession in onr family, the loyalty and affection they have shown to our
person and government, and their constant zeal for the Protestant interest, that we
very willingly countenance with our authority this first Assembly of onr reign. "We
have made choice of our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin, John Earl of

Rothes, to be our Commissioner, and to represent our royal person in this Assembly,

believing that none can be more acceptable to you than he, who, upon all occasions,

has etuincntly distinguished himself for the interest of the Protestant succession and
of the established Clunrli of Scotland. We cheerfully embrace tliis op])ortutiity of

assuring you that we will inviolably maintain the Presbyterian Church of Scotland,

her rights and privileges, as we engaged to do ujion our accession to the crown, and
will protect her from any illegal insults and encroachments being made upon her of

what kind soever.

Nothing can be more acceptable to us than the promoting of true piety, suppress-

ing of vice and immorality, and preventing the growth of Popery, as we have de-

clared in our royal ]iroelaination ; and we doubt not but you, on your parts, will do
every thing that can contribute thereto.

We earnestly wish that the vacant churches may be supplied with men of learning

and probity ; and we recommend to you to take effectual care, on your parts, to do

every thing that may tend to so good and pious an end ; and, in all your actings, to

study unanimity and charity, and make our people sensible of the blessings they

enjoy, and of the bad c><nscquences any kind of divisions would have to the present

tranquillity as well as to their future h'.ippiness.

AVe have had such satisfactory accounts of your former good conduct, us gives us

full confidence that you will act in such a manner as we shall have reason to be sa-

tisfied with you. So we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 23d April 1715, in the first year of our

reign.

By His Majesty's Command,
Montrose.

Directed tints,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

, JNIinisters, and Elders of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.
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firm adherence to it, yet we presume not to plead merit upon the account of that, to

which both duty and interest did oblige us ; but your Majesty's countenancing us

with your authority gives us no small comfort, and eqgagcth us to thankful acknow-
ledgments of your royal favour to us, and to be concerned to manage ourselves so as

not to lose the happiness of the good opinion your Majesty is pleased to have of us.

We cannot but look upon it as a signal proof of your Majesty's favour to us, that

you honour us with such a noble person as the Earl of Rothes to represent your Ma-
jesty in our Assembly. None could have been more acceptable to us than he, who,

in all turns and changes of affairs, did, with a peculiar zeal, stand up for the Protest-

ant succession as the true interest of his country, and who was never either afraid or

ashamed to manifest his unbiassed affection to our Ciuu-ch; and we hope that there

shall be nothing in our management that shall give him the least uneasiness in the

discharge of the duties of his high trust.

The solemn engagement your Majesty did cheerfully come under at your first ac-

cession to the crown, to maintain inviolably the rights and privileges of the Presby-

terian Church of Scotland, of which you have the goodness to give us renewed assu-

rances, as also protecting us against all illegal insults and encroachments being made
upon us, of what kind soever, leaves us no place for doubts and fears as to any suc-

cess that our enemies may have in their designs against us, under your Majesty's

happy government; and obligeth us to all the returns of gratitude and duty that we
are capable of.

Your Majesty's pious concern for suppressing vice and immorality, and preventing

the growth of Popery, cannot but endear your royal person and government to all

truly wise and good men ; and, we hope, shall bring down blessings from heaven upon
your Majesty and your Royal Family, and prevent judgments from God upon your
people. And we have good grounds to be assured, that, under your Majesty's aus-

picious reign, such shall be employed as shall faithfully execute the laws against

Popery, and all such ]iractices as are a stain to the Christian profession, and against

which your Majesty hath signified your displeasure in your royal proclamation.

We are deeply sensible of the necessity of a holy and well qualified ministry, for

advancing the great ends of the gospel of our Redeemer ; and that profane church-

men are one of the greatest plagues that either a church or civil society can have

:

And we shall not be wanting in using our utmost endeavours to answer what your

Majesty can expect of us, in our present circumstances, as to this matter.

VVe should be un worth}' of your Majesty's favour, if we had not a dutifid regard to

what you are in your great goodness pleased so kindly to recommend to us, even

with a respect to our own interest, as to charity and unanimity. We arc, Sir, very

sensible that it must be a great unhappiness, especially to religious societies, to be

plagued with divisions ; and, therefore, we look upon ourselves as under peculiar ob-

ligations to be aware of them. And we beg leave to assure your Majesty, that, as

we have unanimously at all times witnessed our hearty zeal and affection for the

Protestant succession in your royal family, so it is our firm resolution to testify, by

all methods proper to be taken by us, the sense that we have of the wonderful good-

ness of God, in blessing us with so good and wise a Sovereign, and to possess all

under our charge with just impressions of the mercy of the overruling God, in bring-

ing your Majesty to the throne, which hath confounded the hopes of enemies to the

true interest of these nations, and given a comfortable prospect of great advantages-

to the Protestant churches at home and abroad ; and it shall be our care to manage

ourselves so in all our proceedings in this Assembly as it may appear that, next to

our duty to God, it is our sincere desire to approve ourselves to your iSIajcsty, in

bringing this Assembly to such an issue as shall show our hearty concern for the

honour and quiet of your government.

That your JNIajesty may be always imder Divine protection and conduct, and may
be long preserved for the defence "of the true Protestant religion, the welfare and

prosperity of all your dominions, and of this Church in particular, that their Royal

Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, and their royal issue, and all your

royal family, may be highly favoiu-ed of God, and long preserved for public blessings

in the world, and that there never may be wanting one of your royal progeny to

S i^
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sway the sceptre of these nations ; and that all designs against our happy settlement

under your Majesty, the peace of your government, and the security of the Protestant

succession in your royal line, may be brought to nought, is, and shall be, the constant

and fervent prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this General Assem-

bly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

W. Carstares, Moderator.

IV.

Eodem die.—Act appointing the Oath taken by his Majesty, for maintaininy the Church

of Scotland, to be Recorded.

The General Assembly, for the satisfaction and encouragement of the ministers

and other members of this Church, thought fit to cause read openly, from the books

of the last Commission, where the same stands recorded, the solemn engagement that

his Majesty came under upon his first accession to the crown, to maintain inviolably

the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, rights, and jM-ivilcges, of the Church

of Scotland ; and they ordered the same to be also recorded in the books of Assem-

bly ; the tenor whereof follows :

—

At the Court of St James', the 22d of September 1714, present, the King's most

excellent Majesty, Lord Chancellor, Lord Archbishop of York, Duke of

Somerset, Duke of Northumberland, Duke of Bolton, Duke of Devonshire,

Duke of Marlborough, Duke of Montrose, Duke of Roxburgh, Duke of Kent,

Marquis of Lindsay, jMarq\iis of Dorchester, Marquis of Annandale, Earl of

Derby, Earl of Pembroke, Earl of Suffolk, Earl of Northampton, Earl of

Manchester, Earl of Stamford, Earl of Sunderland, Earl of Clarendon, Earl

of Anglesey, Earl of Carlisle, Earl of Radnor, Earl of Nottingham, Earl of

Rochester, Earl of Abingdon, Earl of Wharton, Earl of Cholmondely, Earl of

Mar, Earl of Loudon, Earl of Findlater, Earl of Orkney, Earl of Oxford,

Earl of Portmore, Earl of Orrery, Viscount of Townshend, Lord Bishop of

London, Lord Paget, Lord Berkeley, Lord Guilford, Lord Somers, Lord
Halifax, Lord Guernsey, Lord Mansell, Lord Trevor, Lord Lansdown, Lord
Bingley, Lord Coningsby, Mr Bromley, Mr Boyle, Mr Coke, Lord Ch.

J. Parker, Sir John Holland, Sir Richard Onslow, Mr Smith, Mr Vernon,

Mr Erie, Mr Hill.

I," George, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith,

&c., do faithfully promise and swear, that I shall inviolably maintain and preserve

the settlement of the true Protestant religion, with the government, worship, disci-

pline, right, and privileges, of the Church of Scotland, as established by the laws

made there, in prosecution of the Claim of Right, and particularly by an act, entitled,

"Act for Securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government,"

and by the acts passed in the Parliaments of both kingdoms for union of the two

kingdoms. So help me God.
George, R.

On the 22d day of September, in the year of our Lord 1714, at his Majesty's

palace at St James', his Majesty, in his first general council, did take and subscribe

the oath above written in presence of the Right Honourable the Lords of the Privy

Council, hereafter subscribing, viz., Couper, C. Somerset, Northumberland, Devon-
shire, Bolton, Marlborough, Montrose, Roxburgh, Kent, Lindsay, Dorchester, Annan-
dale, Derby, Pembroke, Suffolk, Northampton, Manchester, Stamford, Sunderland,
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Clarendon, Anglesey, Carlisle, Radnor, Rochester, Abingdon, Cholmondely, Mar,
Loudon, Findlater, Orkney, Oxford and Mortimer, Portmore, Orrery, Townshend,

Edward Southwell, Cler. Concilii.

Whereas by an actof Parliament made in Scotland, entitled, "Act for Securing the

Protestant Religion, and Presbyterian Church Government," which is made part of an-
other act, entitled, " Act Ratifying and Approving the Treaty of Union of the two
Kingdoms of Scotland and England ;" and of another act passed in England, in the fifth

year of the late Queen, entitled, " An Act for the Union of the two Kingdoms of
England and Scotland ;" it is provided, " That after the decease of her late Majesty,

the sovereign succeeding to her in the royal government of the kingdom of Great
Britain shall, in all times coming, at his or her accession to the Crown, swear and
subscribe that they shall inviolably maintain and preserve the settlement (mentioned
in the said act) of the true Protestant religion, with the government, worship, dis-

cipline, right, and privileges of the Church of Scotland, as established by the laws of

that kingdom, in prosecution of the Claim of Right." And his most sacred Majesty
having this day, in his first general council, taken the oath according to the form used
by the law of Scotland, and subscribed the same in two several instruments, is pleased

to order, as it is hereby ordered, that one of the said instruments which is hereunto
annexed, containing the said oath, taken and signed by his Majesty, and witnessed

by the Lords of his Majesty's most Honourable Privy Council then present, be trans-

mitted to the Court of Session to be recorded in the Books of Sederunt, and afterward

to be forthwith lodged in the Public Register of Scotland ; and that the other of them
remain among the records of the Council, and be entered in the Council Book

;

and that all persons concerned do take notice hereof, and govern themselves ac-

cordingly.

Edward Southwell.

Sess. 8, 3Iay 12, 1715.

—

Act for Encouragement of Preachers to be sent to the North,

the Highlands, and Islands.

The General Assembly, finding it expedient for the furthering of the Gospel, that

the ordinary allowances pavable to preachers, sent fi'om time to time by the Gene-
ral Assemblies of this Church, or commissions thereof, to supply vacant churches, or

in order to be settled in the North, the Highlands, and Islands, be punctually paid

;

do therefore appoint, that in all time coming, the ordinary allowances payable by the

acts of Assembly to such preachers be paid next to the stated annual charges of the

Church, and before any other claim or demand whatsoever that shall be made out of

the Church's public money.

VI.

May 12, 1715.

—

Actfor Preventing of Division in the Church.

The General Assembly, considering the representation of the heritors of the parish

of Lesmahagow, concerning the irregular and disorderly practices of some elders and

people in that parish, in withdrawing from ordinances dispensed by the Reverend
Mr Robert Black, one of the ministers of the said parish, and others who have taken

the Oath of Abjuration, when appointed by the Presbytery to supply that church:

And considering also how inconsistent such a practice is with the rule of God's Word,

whereby we are enjoined to exercise mutual love and charity, and to maintain the

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and contrary to the Acts of Assembly of this

Church, particularly the sixth act of the General Assembly, «Kno 1713, and the eighth
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Act of the General Assembly, anno 1714 ; and considering how prejudicial this is to

the peace and unity of this Church, and how much it obstructs the success of the

Gospel, the General Assembly do therefore seriously, and in the bowels of the Lord
Jesus Christ, exhort and obtest all concerned in that and other parishes, to forbear

and avoid those disorders, which are so prejudicial to peace and unity, and do so

much obstruct the success of the Gospel ; and the General Assembly having now
transported I\Ir Black from Lesmahagow, do hereby order and appoint the Presbytery

of Lanark to give all brotherly assistance and encouragement to the Reverend Mr
Thomas Linnen, under such a weighty charge, and particularly, that they punctually

supply the vacancy by members of their Presbytery without distinction, the more ef-

fectually to dispose the people to their duty. And the General Assembly further

considering, that the distinguishing course taken by ministers in the choice of their

assistants at the celebration of the holy sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which ought

to be the bond of unity and love among Christians, does exceedingly contribute to

the confirming people in their unjust prejudice against ministers, and in their di-

visive practices—do therefore earnestly obtest all the ministers of this Church carefully

to guard against this, as they would not be found to lay a stumbling-block before the

people.

VII.

May 13, 1715.

—

Act for Preferring Students having the Irish Language to Bursaries.

The General Assembly, considering how needful it is to encourage hopeful students

having the Irish language, in order to their being useful in the Highlands and Isles,

where Popery abounds, do therefore enjoin all the Synods and Presbyteries of this

Church, to prefer such students to their bursaries when they vaik, and punctually to

pay them their provisions ; and to take trial of their proficiency ; and to mark their

diligence herein in their books : And appoints the visitors of Synod and Presbytery

books to take particular notice how the Acts of Assen)bly concerning bursaries are

observed, and report the same ; and further, the General Assembly instructs and re-

quires the Commissions of the Assemblies of this Church to see to the observation

of the said acts, and to inquire after such students, and recommend them to bur-

saries; and they do hereby renew all the powers given to former Commissions in this

matter.

VIIL

May 13, 1715 Act appointing a Committee for preserving the Purity of Doctrine, and

for considering the Process, Mr James Webster against Mr John Simson.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, for preserving and maintaining

the purity of the doctrine of the Church of Scotland, and for bringing the process,

Mr James Webster against Mr John Simson, to an issue, did resolve to appoint a

committee of thirty ministers and six ruling elders, twenty-one being a quorum,

whereof eighteen to be ministers, to meet at Edinburgh, the third Wednesday of July

next to come, and to continue de die in diem, and to adjourn themselves to what time

and place they think fit, with power to them to make inquiry into whatsoever shall

be found necessary for preserving and maintaining the purity of the doctrine of this

Church ; and, particularly, to take the foresaid process into their consideration, and to

do whatsoever they shall find necessary, to prepare a full and distinct state thereof, to

be reported to the next General Assembly, together with the Committee's Overture

thereupon, in order to a final decision by the Assembly : And, in order to these ends,

the General Assembly appoints the said committee to observe the following instruc-

tions, \mo. That the committee draw out the libel, representation, and other papers,

whatever is found erroneous, or charged by jNIr Webster on Mr Simson as error, lay-

ing the same down in certain distinct propositions. 2do, That they class the propo-

sitions unrler distinct heads ; such as, First, Those which are contrary to the Word of
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God, Confession of Faith, Catechisms of this Church. Secondhj, Those which are
controverted amongst orthodox divines, and not determined by our Confession of
Faith and Catechisms. Thirdly, Such as are not clearly contained either in the
Scriptures or the writings of orthodox divines, and that the committee proceed accord-
ing to the weight and import of those propositions so classed. 'Mio, That the parties

being called, Mr Simson be interrogated what of these he acknowledges, what he
denies, and what he qualifies : And that j\Ir Webster be interrogated what evidence
by writing, witnesses, or both, he can produce to prove the propositions denied or quali-

fied, which the committee shall think fit to admit to probation. 4to, That Mr Sim-
son, ia the first place, be allowed to adduce witnesses for his exculpation, providing
always, that whatever orthodox sense or alleviations it be found he has given of pro-
positions advanced by him, Mr Webster be also allowed to prove that he uttered these
propositions charged in n heterodox sense, if he think fit so to do. 5/o, That when
any article of the libel or exculpation is circumstantiated with time and place, and
persons present, that either part}' be allowed to cite and examine the whole witnesses

present, at that time and place, upon the whole facts and expressions, in so far as they
concern the charge and exculpation. 6to, That n order to a clear representation to

the Assembly, the committee be careful to distinguish betwixt those things taught by
Mr Simson in the school, and those emitted by him in private conversation. "And,
7mo, The General Assembly hereby empowers their said committee to receive infor-

mations against any ministers or teachers of this Church, concerning any thing not
agreeable to the doctrine or form of sound words received in this Church, and to

examine any books or pamphlets published by any minister or teacher within this

Church, containing any thing not agreeable to the said doctrine and form of sound
words, and to call those concerned, and in an orderly way make what inquiry is

necessary to ripen the same, and prepare an overture thereanent to the next General
Assembly. The above overture and instructions being agreed to, the General As-
sembly did next resolve to remit, and hereby do remit, to their Committee for Over-
tures, the nomination of the above mentioned committee of thirty ministers and six

ruling elders, who are to examine these matters, to be done by them in the manner
following, viz., that each member of the foresaid Committee for Overtures o-ive in to

it a full list subscribed with his hand of the persons who he thinks should be of that

other committee, consisting of any ministers and elders of this Church, who are not
either libellers or libelled in this process, especially of such professors of divinity as

are ministers, the members of the Presbytery of Glasgow, and the witnesses in this

cause, not excluded : And these lists being compared, and the persons therein con-
tained being marked, that the said number of thirty ministers and six ruling elders of
those contained in the said lists, who shall be found to have the greatest number of
votes, shall be made the members of the above mentioned committee, and be reported
as such to the General Assembly at their next meeting.

IX.

Sess. 10, May 14, 1715.

—

Act concerniny the Grievances of this Churchfrom
Toleration, Patronages, S,'c.

The Committees for Instructions and Overtures, having had under consideration

the grievances this Church lies under fi-oin Patronages, from the Toleration as it stands,,

the hardships imposed upon Scotsmen in office in England and Ireland, and the pre-
judice done to this Church by the differences that have arisen about the Oath of Ab-
juration ; and having also considered what the Commission of the late General As-
sembly had done with respect to these, and particularly a memorial which they had
drawn about the same and sent to Members of Parliament : The Commistee for

Overtures gave it as their opinion, that the said memorial did fully express all that

was necessary upon these heads ; and, therefore, they laid the said memorial before

the General Assembly, with an overture as to the management thereof. And which
memorial and overture being heard and considered by the General Assembly, they
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did approve thereof and agree thereto, and ordained it to be held as the deed and
mind of this Assembly, as follows :

—

MEMORIAL FOR THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The Church of Scotland being restored at the happy Revolution, was, by the
Claim of Right, and acts of Parliament following thereupon, established in its doctrine,
worship, discipline, and government, and that this legal constitution and establish-
ment might be unalterably secured, it was declared to be a fundamental and essential
condition of the Union, and accordingly ratified in the Parliaments of both kingdoms :

But the zeal of the Established Church of Scotland for, and their steady adherence
to, the Protestant succession, did expose them to the resentments of a diusaffected

party ; and likewise, they account themselves aggrieved by some acts passed in the
Parliament of Great Britain ; as, Itno, By the act granting such a large, and almost
boundless, toleration to those of the Episcopal persuasion in Scotland, while the
liberty allowed to Protestant Dissenters in England, who had always given the most
satisfying proofs of their undoubted zeal and good affection to the Protestant succes-
sion, was retrenched : And though the Church of Scotland hath an equal security
in a legal establishment with that of England, yet there is a vast inequality as to the
toleration of the respective Dissenters. In Scotland, the toleration doth not restrain

the disseminating the most dangerous errors, by requiring a Confession of Faith, or
subscription to the doctrinal articles of the Established Church, as is required of Dis-
senters in England; it also weakeneth the discipline of the Church against the scan-
dalous and profane, by withdrawing the concurrence of the civil magistrate. It is

also an inequality and hardship upon the Established Church of Scotland, that those
of her communion who are employed in his Majesty's service in England or Ireland,
should be obliged to join in communion and conformity with the Church of England;
whereas conformity to this Church is not required (nor do we plead that it should
be) of members of the Church of England, when called to serve his Majesty in Scot-
land, who here enjoy the full liberty of Dissenters without molestation ; and the com-
mon and equal privileges of the subjects of the United Kingdom, stipulated by the
Union, claim the same liberty to the members of the Church of Scotland, when em-
ployed in his Majesty's service in England or Ireland. 2do, By the act restoring^

the power of presentations to patrons, the legally established constitution of this

Church was altered in a very important point ; and while it appears equitable in it-

self, and agreeable to the liberty of Christians and a free people, to have interest ia
the choice of those to whom they entrust the care of their souls, it is a hardship to be
imposed upon in so tender a point, and that frequently by patrons who have no pro-
perty nor residence in the parishes ; and this, besides the snares of simoniacal pac-
tions, and the many troubles and contests arising from the power of patron-
ages, and the abuses thereof, by disaffected patrons putting their power in other
hands, who as effectually serve their purposes, by patrons competing for the right
of presentation in the same parish ; and by frequently presenting ministers settled

in eminent posts to mean and small parishes, to elude the planting thereof; by all

which, parishes are often kept long vacant, to the great hinderauce of the progress of
the Gospel,

The General Assembly, considering the circumstances of the Church of Scotland,
with respect to the Oath of Abjuration, as they are fully represented in the humble ad-
dresses of the Commission and General Assembly, held amio 1712, copies whereof
are herewith transmitted, do humbly and earnestly entreat that suitable remedies
may be thought of.

W. Carstaues, Moderator.

And the General Assembly recommended to all their members to use their best

endeavours with friends at London, that the ends of the addresses of the Commission
and General Assembly, 1712, and Act of the General Assembly, the 14th May that

year, concerning the Oath of Abjuration, may be obtained ; and most humbly desired

his Majesty's High Commissioner, that he would be pleased to use his good offices

for that end.
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The General Assembly did appoint this memorial to be put in the hands of their

Commission, and did enjoin them to use all proper and due means to obtain redress,

and particularly at their first meeting, to send the same to the Duke of Montrose,

principal Secretary of State, most humbly entreating his Grace to take a fit opportunity

to acquaint his Majesty thereof.

X.

Sess. 11, Mai/ 16, 1715.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders for preserving

and maintaining Purity of Doctrine, §x.

The which day the Committee for Overtures reported, that they having taken in

from each of their members subscribed lists of such as they thought fit to be of the

committee for preserving and maintaining the purity of the doctrine of this Church,

and examining and considering the process at the instance of Mr James Webster

against Mr John Simson ; and made an exact scrutiny, in pursuance of the Assem-

bly's appointment upon Friday last, the 13th of May current; they found that the

following persons had the majority of votes, and, therefore, they returned them as the

members of that committee, viz., the Eev. Mr William Carstares, Principal of the

College of Edinburgh, Moderator, Mr James Haddow, Principal of the New College

of St Andrews, Mr Thomas Linnen, minister at Lesmahagovv, Mr William Hamilton,

Professor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Blackwcli, Professor

of Divinity in the Marischal College of Aberdeen, Mr David Anderson, Professor of

Divinity in the King's College at Aberdeen, Mr William Mitchell, minister at Edin-

burgh, Mr John Anderson at Dumbarton, Mr Andrew Cameron at Kirkcudbright,

Mr James Ramsay at Kelso, Mr John Hunter at Ayr, Mr William Wishart at Edin-

burgh, Mr James Smith at Cramond, Mr John Currie at Haddington, Mr John Gray

at Glasgow, Mr John Ritchie at Old Kilpatrick, Mr Andrew Rodger at Galstoun,

Mr Alexander Lauder at Mordingtonn, INIr John Hamilton at Glasgow, Mr Robert

Horsburgh at Saltpreston, Mr John Brand at Borrowstounness, Mr George Turn-

bull at Tyningham, Mr James Alston at Dirleton, Mr Thomas Black at Perth, Mr
James Cuthbert at Culross, Mr William M' George at Pennycook, Mr George
Chalmers at Kilwinning, Mr Allan Logan at Torryburn, Mr William Miller, and Mr
John Flint, at Edinburgh, Ministers; Sir Hugh Dalrymple of North-Berwick, Baronet,

Lord President of the Session, Adam Cockburn of Ormistoun, Lord Justice-Clerk,

Mr John Clark, one of the Barons of Exchequer, Sir James Stuart of Goodtrees, his

Majesty's Solicitor, Colonel John Erskine of Carnock, and Dr Alexander Dundas,
physician. Ruling Elders. The said report being thus made, parties were called and
compeared, and Mr James Webster repeated his former declaration, that he would

not farther state himself as a pursuer in this matter, having already sufficiently ex-

onerated himself, as he alleged. And Mr John Simson repeated his answers, alleging,

that Mr Webster was obliged to make out his charge, imder pain of censure ; where-

upon they were both removed. And the General Assembly having heard and con-

sidered the said report and nomination, did approve thereof; and hereby do commis-
sion and appoint the thirty ministers and six ruling elders above named, to convene

here at Edinburgh, within the Assembly-House, upon the third Wednesday of July

next to come, at ten o'clock forenoon, for their first diet, and to proceed according to

the powers and instructions formerly agreed upon and approven by this Assembly,

the said 13th day of May current, in all points.

XL

May 16, 1715.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for discussing divers

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their considerliticn that there are divers weighty
affairs which they cannot undertake, do nominate and appoint their reverend brethren,

Messrs William Carstares, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, and one of the
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ministers of that city, their Moderator, &c. ; to be Commissioners of the General

Assembly, to the effect after mentioned, with power to the said persons, &c. (their

powers were the same as in the preceding year.)

XII.

May 17, 1715.

—

Act recommending a Public Collection for the use of the Society in

Scotlandfor Propagating Christian Knowledge.

The which day, there was a petition presented to the General Assembly for the

committee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, showing,

that the said Society had, for the space of six years, been prosecuting the noble design

of their erection, and had done what they could to obtain the concurrence and assist-

ance of charitably disposed persons ; and that full representations of the state of their

affairs had been yearly given in to the venerable General Assemblies of this National

Church ; letters had been written to the reverend Synods and Presbyteries, to the

Justices of Peace at their Quarter Sessions, Sheriff's of Shires, and to the several Royal

Jiurghs in Scotland ; and that correspondents had been nominated in the several shires,

and also in divers places abroad, by which means the Societ}' had got in, and laid out

on interest, as a stock, the sum of L.6000 sterling and upwards; and that the said

Society, upon the interest of this stock, had erected twenty-four charity schools, and

are about to erect more ; but being obliged to furnish books, paper, and other neces-

saries for these schools, whicli does amount to a considerable sum, and the rate of
antmal rents being now reduced by law to five per cent., and some of the Society's

annual rents not being punctually paid, the Society are not in case to answer the

necessary demands of divers Presbyteries and ministers, with relation to settling of

schools and furnishing Ijooks ; and seeing the Society neither will nor can diminish

any of their stock, and that it is hoped many who have already contributed, as well as

others, will contribute to enable the Society to furnish their scholars with books, and
to settle a greater number of small itinerant schools in remote glens and places in the

Highlands and Islands, where Popery and ignorance abounds, and otherwise to carry

on this good and hopeful design, which has been already so much countenanced of

God in a very signal manner ; for in some of these schools already settled there are

forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, and in one of them upwards of a hundred scholars. And
the said committee have had very satisfying and comfortable accounts of their progress

in learning to read and write, and in learning of arithmetic, in so much, that, in some
of these places where the schools are settled, the generality of the children, who knew
not a letter when they came to these schools, have, within a short time thereafter^

read the Bible distinctly, and repeated the Shorter Catechism in the churches, and
answered the questions gravely and distinctly, to the great satisfiiction of the congre-

gations ; and the said committee have had accounts from some oF the ministers of

those parishes, where these schools are fixed, that their parishes, which were the most
ignorant in the country, would become the most knowing, through the blessing of'

God upon the great pains and care taken by the schoolmasters, (who are under the

inspection of the Presbyteries and ministers of the bounds,) and that it is thought the

youth trained up in some of these schools, through the same blessing of God, will be

among the first that will yield a cordial reception to the Gospel ; and that some of

these young ones, childicn of Popish parents, are come to that length that they will

by no means hear a Popish priest ; that in some of these schools married persons,

arc learning to read, and servants, male and female, were quitting service for a time

and attending the school : That in divers of these places where superstition and
Popery abounds, there was an earnest desire among people after Christian knowledge ;

and several other instances could be given, but the said committee were unwilhng to-

take up the venerable Assembly's time, seeing any who desired further information

might have the same in an account of the rise and progress of the said Society, printed

by itself, and other papers of the Society ; and, therefore, craving to the effect after

mentior.ed. The General Assembly having heard and considered the said petition^

and the opinion of their committee for bills thereupon, and finding that very satisfy-

I
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ing reports of the Society's diligence had been made to former Assemblies by such
as, at the Society's desire, were appointed to inquire into their management, and to

inspect their books ; the General Assembly did unanimously, and hereby do, recom-
mend a public collection at all the church doors in Scotland, upon such days as the

several Presbyteries and magistrates of burghs shall think fit, any time betwixt

and the first day of January next to come, for buying books to the Society's scholars,

and settling more schools ; and appoints that the money so to be collected be sent

in timeously to Mr George Watson, merchant in Edinburgh, the Society's treasurer,

to be disposed of for the uses mentioned in the above narrated petition, as the Society

shall judge most conducive to the furthering the instruction of the poorer sort, who
are not in case to board themselves at any distance from the places of their residence,

and advancing the other pious ends of their erection. And the General Assembly find-

ing that the recommendations of former Assemblies, in favour of the said Society, have

not been duly observed by divers Presbyteries and ministers, they did, and hereby do,

renew the same ; and do appoint that the said acts and recommendations of former

Assemblies in favour of the Society be read in those congregations where the same
has not been done ; and the Assembly earnestly desires ministers and others, who
have subscribed, but have not paid in what they subscribed for, to send in the same
with all diligence to the Society's treasurer ; and also appoints the account of the dili-

gence and success of the Society in their pious undertaking, as above narrated, to be

read at the intimation of this collection from the several pulpits on the Lord's Day.
And, lastly, the General Assembly appointed the Rev. Mr William Carstares, their

Moderator, Mr William Mitchell, and Air James Haddow, members of this Assembly,

to be present with the said Society at their next general meeting, and give them the

Assembly's thanks for their great concern and unwearied diligence in advancing so

noble a work, and show them that the Assembly did unanimously grant the desire of

their petition.

XIIL

Sess. 12, May 17, 1715.

—

Act against Popery and Profanity.

The General Assembly appoints that his Majesty's proclamation against profanity,

as also the abbreviate of the laws against immorality, be read from the pulpits of all

the churches of Scotland, upon the first Lord's Day of August next ; and renews the

5th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1714, "For the better Execution of the Laws
against Profaneness ;" and also the 11th Act of that same General Assembly, en-
titled, " Act for procuring the better Execution of former Acts against Popery, and
for preventing the Growth thereof."

XIV.

May 17, 1 7 15.

—

Act discharging Prelatical Preachers, and some irho profess to be Pres-

byterians, and separate from this Church, to exercise Church Discipline.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, being informed that Elizabeth

Salmon, who was convened before the Presbytery of Kirkaldy for uncleanness, did

judicially declare that Mr Colin Mackenzie of Kossend was the father of the child

she had brought forth ; whereupon the Presbytery ordered the said Mr Colin Mac-
kenzie to be cited to compear before them at their next meeting, the 26th day of this

month ; and it being farther represented that Mr David Blair and Mr David Middle-
ton, in conjunction with ]\Ir VVilliara Duguid, and Mr James Guthrie, prelatical

preachers, have taken upon them to convene the said Mr Colin Mackenzie of Rossend
three times before them the last week, and have given him an oath of purgation,

which was read in the meeting-house of Burntisland, intimating that the said Mr
Colin Mackenzie is to swear that oath in the said meeting-house next Lord's Day,
for removing the scandal ; and considering that this is an illegal encroachment upon,

the discipline of the Church, which may prove of dangerous consequence, the Gen&-

3s
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ral Assembly orders the Presbytery of Kirkaldy to proceed against the said Mr Colin

Mackenzie of Rossend, according to the rules of this Church, notwithstanding of any
thing these prelatical preachers have done, or may do, in that affair. And, fnrther,

the General Assembly discharges these prelatical preachers to proceed any further in

that matter, as they will be answerable ; and appoints this to be intimated to them
by the officers of this Assembly, and refers it to the Commission to take care that the

Assembly's authority be not contemned in this case. And the Assembly does appoint

this method to be observed in the cases of scandal when any others, either Episcopal

preachers, or such as pretend to be Presbyterian ministers, but do separate from this

Church, take upon them to exercise discipline.

XV.

Sess, 12, May 17, 1715 Act for prosecuting some, who, professing to be Presbyte-

rians, do separate from this Church ; and an appointment concerning Papists and
Episcopal Intruders.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration the representations made to them
concerning the irregularities of Mr John M'Millan, late minister at Balmaghie, Mr
John Taylor, late minister at Wamphray, both now deposed, Mr John M'Neil, and
Mr John Adamson, pretended preachers, Mr John Hepburn, minister at Orr, and
Mr James Gilchrist, minister at Dunscore ; they do refer it to their Commission, at

their first meeting, to take the irregularities of the foresaid persons under their consi-

deration ; and, if the said Commission think fit, the General Assembly does empower
them to summon the said Mr John ]\I'Millan, Mr John Taylor, ]\Ir John M'Neil,

and Mr John Adamson, before them, and to proceed to further censure, or apply to

the civil magistrate against them, as shall be thought most fit. And as to the said

Mr Jolm Hepburn and ftir James Gilchrist, the Assembly appoints the Presbytery

of Dumfries forthwith to cause cite them before them, to answer for their irregular

practices ; and, if need be, to summon witnesses, and take depositions in that matter,

and thereafter, either to proceed to sentence, or refer the affair to the said Commission,

as they shall see cause; and they empower the Commission to proceed to censure as

they shall think fit. And the General Assembly hereby declares that the said Mr
John Hepburn and the parish of Orr are under the inspection of the Presbytery of

Dumfries; and the Assembly makes void all acts made formerly to the contrary.

And the Assembly instructs their Commission, if need be, to apply to the civil go-

vernment for suppressing the disorders of the said Mr John M'Millan, Mr John Taylor,

Mr John M'Neil, Mr John Adamson, Mr John Hepburn, and Mr James Gilchrist,

and also for punishing such as are guilty of solenmizing marriages clandestinely, and
contrary to law ; and appoints Presbyteries to send in timeously full informations to

the Commission, that the same may be laid before the Government.

The General Assembly appoints Presbyteries, and the several brethren in those

countries where Popery abounds, or where Episcopal preachers do intrude into pa-

rishes, churches, manses, or glebes, to send up to the Lord Justice-Clerk, and his Ma-
jesty's Advocate and Solicitor, particular informations, containing the facts, parties'

names, the circumstances of the transgression, such as time, place, &c., with lists of

the witnesses, their names and designations, that can prove the said facts.

XVL
Sess. 12 etult, Mag 17, 1715.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, the first Thursday of May next to come, in the year of our Lord 1716.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 124th Psalm throughout,

and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by
Jo. Dun DAS, Cls. keel, ScoL
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 3, 1716.

Sess. 1, Afa)/ 3, 1716.

—

Act appointinq the King's Commission to John Earl of Rothes
to be recorded.

The General Assembly of the Ministers and Ruling Elders of this National Church
of Scotland being convened and constituted, there was produced to them, by the

Right Honourable John Earl of Rothes, his Majesty's commission, sealed with the

Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union betwixt the two kingdoms of Scotland and
England to be kept and used in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, of

the same tenor with the commission granted by his Majestj' to the foresaid Earl last

year, constituting him his Majesty's High Commissioner and Representative in this

Assembly ; which commission being publicly read with all due honour and respect,

is, by order of this Assembly, recorded in their books, to remain therein ad futuram
rei memoriam.

IL

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to them by Ms
Majesty's Commissio7ier, Mag 3, 1716.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. The fresh proofs you have given us, during the course of the late

unhappy and unnatural Rebellion, of your firm adherence to those principles on which

the security of our government, and the happiness of our subjects do entirely depend ;

and the accounts we have from time to time received of your great care to infuse the

same into the people under your charge, do engage us to return you our hearty thanks,

and to renew to you the assurances we have formerly given you, of our unalterable

resolution to maintain the established government of the Church of that part of our

kingdom of Great Britain, in the full enjoyment of all just rights and privileges. For

this end, we have thought fit to countenance your meeting together at this time, and

again to make choice of our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin, John Earl of

Rothes, to be our Commissioner, and to represent our royal person in this Assembly,

whose singular zeal for our service, and the interest of his country, by which he has

always distinguished himself, as well as his faithful discharge of the same high trust

on the last occasion, will, we doubt not, render him acceptable to you. And as we
have nothing more in view than promoting true religion and piety, the restoring the

peace and (juiet of the country, that ail our subjects may have it in their power to be

happy under our administration, and easy with regard both to their religious and

civil concerns, your concurring on your parts to the carrying on of these laudable

ends, and yoiu- answering these our just views, for the public tranquillity, both of

Church and State, is what we earnestly recommend to you ; and the confidence we
have in your prudence and moderation is such, as leaves us no room to doubt but

that we shall have full satisfaction in your conduct. So we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, this 23d day of April, 1716 years, in the second

year of our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,
To^vNs^END.

Directed thus,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the IModerator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the Gen€ral Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.
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III.

May 5, 1716.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We accept, with the greatest thankfulness, your Majesty's royal favour, in continu-

ino' to countenance our Assemblies, and the honour of your gracious letter to us. The
notice your Majesty is pleased to take of our behaviour, upon occasion of the late un-

happy and unnatural Rebellion, as it greatly heightens our satisfaction in having been

enabled, by the Divine assistance, to exert ourselves in any way answerably to our

duty to your Majesty, so it )iuts us under new obligations to lay out ourselves, as we
have access, to advance the interest of your Majesty's government, upon the peace

and prosperity whereof the preservation of our holy religion and our own safety,

under God, do entirely depend; and particularly, we judge ourselves most strictly

bound to continue our endeavours to impress the minds of the people under our

charo'e with a sense of their happiness under your Majesty's wise and good admini-

stration, and of the strictest ties they are under, by laws divine and human, to all

the duties of loyalty and fidelity to your Majesty, their only rightful and lawful

Sovereign.

That your Majesty should have, in your great condescension, put so high an

honour upon us, as to give us thanks for doing what was our unquestionable duty and

interest, is a proof of that distinguishing goodness which makes so bright a part of

your Majesty's princely character.

We cannot sufficiently express the grateful sense we have of your Majesty's good-

ness in giving us repeated assurances of your unalterable resolution to mamtain the

established government of your Church, in the full enjoyment of all just rights and
privileges ; which gives us full hopes, that in due time we shall obtain redress of the

grievances that we were brought under before your Majesty came to the throne, and

which were laid before your JNlajesty by a memorial from the last Assembly.

Your Majesty's choice of the Earl of Rothes to represent your royal person in this

Assembly is a particular instance of your Majesty's royal favour to this Church. The
extraordinary zeal he hath shown upon all occasions tor the Protestant succession, by
the part he acted, both before your Majesty's happy accession to the throne, and in

the time of the late Rebellion, and his wise and kind conduct in the last Assembly,

render him most acceptable to us.

Your Majesty having nothing more in your view than the promoting of true reli-

gion and piety, and making all your people happy under your administration, leaves

us utterly inexcusable, should we not on our part concur, as we have access, for ad-

vancing those great and noble ends, since ne are, in the great goodness of God, by a

very peculiar providence, under the influence of a prince, who is so great a pattern

and encourager of piety and virtue.

We should be wanting to the duty we owe to God, and to the best of kings, if we
did not endeavour, by our deportment, to answer the just expectations your Majesty

is pleased to have of our pruden ^e and moderation in this Assembly.

We adore the blessed God, who, in great mercy to us, hath brought your Majesty

to the throne, and appeared so gloriously in behalf of your just cause, giving you
victory over your unprovoked and ungrateful enemies ; and, to our amazement,
blessed your councils and arms with such speedy success in restoring peace and tran-

quillity, that the remotes-t places and islands are represented in this Assembly. That
the same God may long preserve your royal person in health and safety; that he may
enrich your Majesty, and your royal family, with all the blessings of His grace and
goodness here on earth ; and after a long and prosperous reign, crown you with im-
mortal glory, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most dutiful,

most obedient, and most humble subjects, the Ministers and
Elders met in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Hamilton, Moderator.
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IV.

Sess. 4, 3Iaj/ 7, 1716.

—

Actfur fiirtliering the pious Design of the Society for Fropa-
gatincj Christian Knowledge.

The which day there was transmitted from the Committee for Bills a petition, the

tenor whereof follows :

—

#

*' Unto the very reverend the Moderator and others, the reverend and honour-
able members of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, The Peti-

tion of the Committee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, humbly showeth—That we, by our address to the late General Assembly
did lay before them a distinct account of the diligence, success, and progress of the

Society, and obtained from them a pressing recommendation for a public contribu-

tion toward the further advancing of the Christian undertaking of the Society, by
furnishing their scholars with necessary books, and settling of more schools in those

places that want the same ; but the breaking out of the late unnatural Rebellion did
put a stop to the prosecuting of that recommendation. We think this late insurrec-

tion has given a convincing evidence how hurtful the rudeness and ignorance of the

common people in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland has proven, and may yet

prove, to the commonwealth, if care be not taken to cure it; for it is obvious that

this did, and will still make them fit tools in the hands of their Popish and Jacobite

chieftains and landlords, for carrying on their rebellious projects of overturning our
happy establishment: whereas, were those poor people more impressed with the

right notions of a Deity, and were better acquainted with the principles of our holy
religion, that teaches obedience, next unto God, unto supreme lawful authority

;

were they, by being inured to virtue, and by education, in honest employments,
freed from the pinching straits of extreme poverty, which occasions their slavish sub-

jection to their masters, they would not so blindly go in to the measures of their

imperious landlords or superiors ; and the procuring all these advantages is the plain

design and palpable tendency, and will be the certain effect of the care of the So-

ciety for Propagating Christian Knowledge, if it be duly encouraged : And it is

hoped, that all the true lovers of our holy religion, and of their king and country,

will need no other argument to induce them cheerfully and liberally to contribute to

so noble and Christian an undertaking than this, to make of a poor, rude, and ig-

norant people, now dangerous and hurtful to the nation, profitable members of the

commonwealth. And the Committee does not doubt but as our Church has, in all

her Assemblies, shown a great readiness to forward the design of the Society, so

now, when, through the mercy and goodness of God, that dangerous Rebellion is

suppressed, this venerable Assembly will find themselves called and encouraged to

continue the same pious and Christian zeal.

" May it therefore please this Venerable Assembly, to cause read the said Act and
Recommendation, and to renew the same, appointing all Presbyteries to cause inti-

mate the foresaid Act from the pulpits within their bounds, and to send in their con-

tributions to the treasurer of the Society ; and also a Report of their diligence to the

Commission of the General Assembly, betwixt and the first day of January next.

" This, in name of the said Committee, is subscribed by Alexander Dundas, P. C"

The General Assembly having heard and considered the foresaid petition, and

opinion of their Committee for Bills thereupon ; and having caused read the said

Act and recommendation of the late General Assembly in tavour of the foresaid

Society, did, and hereby do, renew the same, and did unanimously recommend a

public collection at all the church doors within Scotland, (except the churches of

Edinburgh,) upon the third Lord's Day of August next; and that the said collection

be in Edinburgh at such a time, and in such a manner, as shall be thought most

proper by the magistrates of the said city, and connnittce of the Society. And the

GenerarAssembly appoints the money thus collected to be forthwith lodged by the

several ministers 'in the hands of the rr.oderators of their Presbyteries, who are
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dei;ired to keep an exact account of what they receive, and from whom, and when
;

and the said moderators are desired to send up the said money as it comes to their

hands, together with a copy of the said accounts, to Mr George Watson, merchant,

the Society's treasurer, with all convenient (hligence, to be disposed of for the uses

expressed in the said Act and recommendation of the late General Assembly;
and appoints that Act, together with these presents, to be read at the intimation

of this collection, from the pulpits, on the Lord's Day preceding the said collection.

And the General Assembly earnestly desires all ministers and others who have sub^

scribed, and have not paid in what they subscribed for, to send in the same to the

Society's treasurer ; and appoints the several Presbyteries to see to the effectual

prosecution of this recommendation within their respective bounds, and to report

their diligence herein to their Synods, and also to the Commission of this Assem-
bly, betwixt and the first day of January next. And, further, the General Assem-
bly appoints their Moderator, and others of their number, who arc members of the

foresaid Society, at their first general meeting, to give them tlie hearty thanks of
this Assembly, for their great concern and unwearied diligence in advancing so

noble an undertaking, and to show them that this Assembly did most unanimously
and cordially grant the desire of the foresaid petition.

V.

May 14, 1716, post meridiem.-— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders, for
discussing divers Affairs referred to- them.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, taking into their consideration,

that there are divers weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate and
appoint their reverend brethren, Messrs William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in

the College of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be Commissioners of the Ge-
neral Assembl}', to the eifect after mentioned, with power to the said persons, &c.

(Powers the same as in the immediately preceding years.)

VL

Sess. 12, May 15, 1716.

—

A congratulatory Address to the King, upon suppressing the

Rebellion.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders

of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, cannot look upon ourselves as sit-

ting again under your Majesty's most auspicious protection, after the late wicked Re-
bellion, which threatened us with the loss of so dear a blessing, without expressing our

unfeigned thanks to the Almighty, and declaring to the world our inward joy for

your Majesty's successes and our own deliverance.

Safe \mder your Majesty's happy government—we can look back on the blackest

scenes of the late unnatural treason—we can see Rome, in league with the enemy
of our Church and State, sowing the seeds of rebellion, souring the minds of heed-

less people with groundless jealousies, plotting the destruction of your Royal person,,

on whicii our happiness, with that of all the Protestant Churches, under God, doth

depend, and breaking out at length into open war, with such multitudes of armed

traitors as seemed for a season irresistible—and at the same time, we can view, witli

pleasure, heaven interposing in your Majesty's behalf and in ours, sealing your Ma-
jesty so seasonably upon the throne, early disclosing the hidden treason, guiding youE

Majesty's steady councils, leading your victorious General, the Duke of Argyle, to

the unexpected overthrow of such unequal numbers, and conducting him in the pur-

suit of the Pretender to 3'our Crown, till, Ijy an inglorious flight, he left our country

free from the great dangers we were in by the Rebellion, and his deluded friends

filled with confusion. Upon all which, we cannot but, with thankful hearts, acknow-
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ledge our deep sense of your JMajesty's wise and fatherly care for your loyal subjects,

which neither the extraordinary rigour of the season, nor the fallacious proposals of

the rebels, could divert from the necessary means of their speedy relief.

Great Sir, it is to us matterof particular thankfulness and joy, that, amidst so great

difficulties and dangers, the ministers and members of this Church have, through

the Divine favour, been helped to a firm and zealous adherence to your JMajesty's

person and government ; and it is our firm resolution to persevere in our duty and
loyalty to your Majesty, and to make it our constant and earnest request to our gra-

cious God, that He may unite the hearts of all your subjects into a sense of their

great happiness under the government of the best of kings.

May the same kind Providence that hath so signally watched over, and eminently

blessed vour royal person, continue to preserve your Majesty, bless your royal fa-

mily, direct vour councils, and make your reign over us long and prosperous; and,

after your Majesty, may the crown of these kingdoms, and the defence of the Pro-

testant religion, descend to your royal issue to latest posterity.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Hamilton, Moderator.

vn.

Mar/ 15, 1716.

—

Act rencicing the Commission and Powers given hg the late General

Astembly to their Committee for preserving and maintuining the Purity of Doctrine,

andfor considering the Process, JMr James IVebster against Mr John Simson.

The General Assembly, considering that they have not now time fully and de-

libearately to consider the points charged by Mr James Webster against Mr John
Simson as error, and that it is necessary, for preserving the purity of doctrine and
peace of this Church, that tlie same be thoroughly examined, and that the Assembly
do what is proper for them at this time to hinder the spreading of error in this

Church ; therefore, the General Assembly do hereby enjoin the said Mr John Sim-
son, and all others whatsoever, to forbear teaching, or any way venting the proposi-

tions charged by the said Mr James Webster against tlie said Mr Simson as error,

and given in to this Assembly, until they be cognosced and determined by the judi-

catures of this Church, And the Committee appointed by the last Assembly having

made some progress in their work, which they had not time to finish, being liindered

therein by the late Rebellion ; therefore, to the end that this atfair may be fully

tried and examined, the General Assembly does hereby renew the commission and
instructions given by the late General Assembly to the ministers and ruling elders

therein named ; and do not only appoint such of the said persons as are yet alive to

proceed according to the said commission and instructions, in examining the points

remitted to them by the said last Assembly ; but they do now also refer to their con-

sideration the positions that have been laid before this said Assembly by the said Mr
James Webster, and Mr Simson's answers thereto, and all other things relating to this

affair ;
particularly they remit to the consideration of the said committee the following

points that were reserved by them to be determined after the finishing of the princi-

pal cause, viz., that as to JNlr Simson's publishing copies of the printed process, and
the manner in which Mr Webster brought in the cause before this Assembly, by pub-

lishing in print his charge of error, in a postscript to the printed copies of Mr Simson's

letters to the decea'^ed Mr Robert Rowan, and Mr Webster's answers to this Assem-
bly, when they desired him to class his propositions, and specify the articles of the

Confession of Faith to which they were opposite. And the General Assembly do
hereby empower the said Committee to give such directions to the said Mr Simson as

they shall think necessary ; and, in the mean time, until the matter be fully tried and
examined by this Church, and the said iSIr John Simson be convicted, the Assembly
discharges all the ministers of this Church, either in preaching or by printing, to

charge the said Mr Simson as guilty of error ; but prejudice always to them to state

the same propositions that are charged against him, and to refute the same by as
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strong arguments as they shall think fit. And the General Assembly appoints the

said committee to meet for the ends above mentioned, and expressed in their former

commission and instructions, at Edinburgh, upon Friday' the tenth day ofAugust next

to come, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, in the Assembly-House, and to sit di' di enb

diem, until they have finished their work. And the Assembly do ])eremptorily re-

quire all the members of the said committee to give punctual attendance at all the

diets of their meetings, as they would not be chargeable by this Church with all the

bad consequences that may follow the delaying of this affair ; and to the end they

may have no excuse, the Assembly appoints the clerk to advertise all the members of

the said committee by letters or otherwise, of the time appointed for their meeting,

four weeks before the same approach ; and do appoint the several Presbyteries, to

which the ministers, members of the said Committee, do belong, to supjily their churches

by preaching during all the time that they are waiting upon the business hereby com-

mitted to them. And the Assembly appoints the said Committee to ))re])are and lay be-

fore the next ensuing Assembly a full and distinct report of their proceedings in the

matter above committed to them. The Assembly having called parties to intimate the

premises to them, Mr Simson compeared, and protested. That all these errors con-

tained in Mr Webster's libel that are contrary to the Scriptures, and our Confession of

Faith or Catechism,-!, he has never taught them as his opinion, or as truth, but has, on the

contrary, refuted thetn, and is resolved, through the grace of God, still to forbear the

teaching such errors ; and, therefore, he did look upon the foresaid injunction only to

import that he is not to teach such errors as several members of this Church have (by

wrong reports that have gone through the land) imagined had been taught by him, for

which the former part of this his declaration, he hoped, would give suilicient satisfaction

imtil the process be duly tried ; for he was persuaded the venerable Assembly would

not do any thing so contrary to the common rules of equity and justice, as to lay on

him an injunction which did insinuate that he had taught any error before they had

heard the cause, and found him guilty; and he protested further. That Mr Webster

had succumbed in the probation of his printed libel, viz., his postsci-ipt to the printctl

cop3' of the letters to i-lr Rolert Rowan ; and that, in case if this Assembly do not

publish in their minutes what may clear this to the world, he protested, that he might

have libertj- to publish his own vindication. The General Assembly having heard

this protest, they do hereby empower the said committee to suspend the said Mr
Simson for such time aS they shall think fit, in case it be found that he contravene the

injunctions hereby given to him ; and they remitted the consideration thereof to die

committee appointed to consider the whole process^

VIII.

Sesa. 10, May 14, 1716.

—

Actfor facilitutirtej the Planting of the Highlands:

The General Assembly, considering the many vacancies that are now in the North
and Highlands, they do discharge the planting in Lowland congregations preachers

having the Irish language, especially such as have been educated upon the Highland
bursaries, or the transporting to the Lowlands ministers plaiited in the Highlands

without a particular allowance of the General Assembly.

IX.

May 16, 1716.

—

Act empowering the Commission to send Committees to the

Highlands, §-c.

The General Assembly empowers their Commission to send committees to the
North and Highlands, to visit the churches there, and consider the state thereof, and
to purge and plant kirks ; and which committees are to join the Presbyteries of the
bounds they are sent to, and to assist thein in their work.
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X.

Sess. ult, May 16, 1716.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, the first Thursday of May next to come, being the second day of that

month, in the year of our Lord 1717.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 124th Psalm throughout,
and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, bv
Jo. DuNDAs, Cb. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 2, 1717.

Sess. 1, May 2, 1717.

—

Act appointing the King's Commission to John Earl of Rothes

to be Recorded.

The General Assembly of the Ministers and Ruling Elders of this National Church
of Scotland being convened and constituted, there was produced to them, by the

Right Honourable John Earl of Rothes, his Majesty's Commission, sealed with the

Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union betwixt the two kingdoms of Scotland and
England to be kept and used in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland,

of the same tenor with the Commission granted by his Majesty to the foresaid Earl

the last year, and also in the year 17 15, constituting him his Majesty's High Commis-
sioner and Representative in this Assembly ; which Commission being publicly read

with all due honour and respect, is ordered by this Assembly to be recorded in their

books, to remain therein, adfuturam rei memoriam.

11.

Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to them by his

Majesty's Commissioner, May 2, 1717.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, 3fay 4, 1717.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most

gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty, Sec.

3t
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IV.

Sess. 1, May 8, 1717.

—

Act and Recommendation fur the further Encouragement of the

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and bringing in the Collections for

buying Books, Sj-c.

The which day there was presented and read a representation from the Com-
mittee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, showing

that the said Society are very sensible of the care and concern which this Church and

her Assemblies have shown for the success of their Christian undertaking, and that the

kind assistance given by this Church to the said Society has much advanced their

work, particularly the recommendation of the late General Assembly for a contribu-

tion to buy books has taken very good effect in some places ; for divers charitable

persons in many parishes have contributed very liberally, though there are still some

few Presbyteries, and several parishes, deficient in this late collection, as there are

some who either have not yet collected or contributed, or at least have not sent in

the money recommended by the General Assembly, 1709 ; wherefore, the Com-
mittee took this occasion, in name of the Society, to acknowledge the assistance given

to them bv this Church from time to time, particularly by the recommendation of

the late collection, and earnestly to entreat that they would cause the diligence of

Synods, Presbyteries, and ministers, in making the foresaid collections effectual, to be

noticed in the revising of the Synod books, and to be otherwise inquired into, and

would again pressingly recommend both to ministers and people, deficient in both or

either of the foresaid collections, to send in the same to the Society's treasurer as soon

as possible, and also to recommend to Synods, Presbyteries, and ministers, who have

failed in observing what has been enjoined by former Assemblies as to such contri-

butions, that with all diligence they set about what is required of them in that matter.

The Committee did not trouble the Assembly with a particular account of the pro-

gress and success of the Society's undertaking, having done that so often before ; but

for the encouragement of all well-wishers to that charitable design, they did notify

that the Society had erected as many schools, in such places of the Highlands and

Islands of Scotland which did most need the same, as their revenue can support, and

that their said schools do flourish extraordinarily, as would appear from the records of

the Society and Committee, which are patent to all the contributors that please to

inspect them ; and the Committee did, in their said representation, invite all such of

them as desired to be satisfied as to the management and success of the Society, to

call for the secretary or clerks of the said Society, who will communicate to them

the Society's said registers and books, for their information in the premises.

The General Assembly having heard and considered this representation, and the de-

liverance of their Committee for Bills thereupon, bearing, that the desire thereofshould

be granted ; and having further heard some of the members of the said Society upon

the subject, they enjoined the visitors of their Synod books, in their going through

the same, to take special notice what care Synods have taken in calling Presbyteries

to an account of their diligence in promoting the collections for Christian knowledge

in the several parishes of their bounds, according to the recommendations of former

Assemblies, and to laj' a full and distinct account hereof before the General As-

sembly. And the General Assembly again seriously and earnestly recommended both

to ministers and people, deficient in both, or either of the foresaid collections, yet to

collect and contribute with all cheerfulness, and to send in their money to George

Watson, merchant in Edinburgh, the Society's treasurer, as soon as they can ; and

further, recommended earnestly to all Synods, Presbyteries, and particular ministers,

who have failed in what has been enjoined by former Assemblies, as to such contri-

butions, to set about with all diligence what is recommended to them in that matter.

And because it is probable that there are several ministers who have entered to their

charges since the respective dates of the foresaid recommendations, and so have

neither contributed themselves nor collected from their people ; therefore, the Ge-
neral Assembly did earnestly desire the said intrant ministers both to contribute
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themselves, and to set about collecting in their parishes, in the method prescribed by
the Acts of former Assemblies, and that with all dihgcnce. And, latstli/, the General
Assembly did most seriously recommend to all the ministers and members of this

Church, that they would give all manner of encouragement to this so pious and cha-
ritable an undertakino;.

V.

Sess. 11, Maij 13, 1717.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elihrs, for dis-

cussing divers JMatters referred to them.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, taking into their consideration

that there are divers weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate and
appoint their reverend brethren, Messrs William Mitchell, one of the ministers of

Edinburgh their Moderator, &c. ; to be Commissioners of the General Assembly, to

the effect after mentioned, with power to the said persons, or their quorum, which
is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the said Commissioners, whereof twenty-
one are always to be ministers, to meet and convene within the Assembly-House at

Edinburgh, the first day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten o'clock in the

forenoon, and afterward, the second Wednesday of August, November, and March,
and oftener, when or where they shall think needful and convenient, with power to

the said Commissioners to choose their own jModerator ; and suchlike, the General
Assembly fully empowers and authorises their said Commission, or their quorum
above mentioned, to cognosce and finally to determine as they shall see cause, in

every matter referred, or that shall be referred, to them by any act or order of this

General Assembly, and to do every thing contained in and conform to the instruc-

tions given, or to be given, them by this Assembly, and to advert to the interests of

the Church on every occasion, that the Church and present establishment thereof

do not suffer or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answer-

able, providing this general clause be riot extended to particular affairs or processes,

before Presbyteries or Synods, that are not of universal concern to or influence upon
this whole Church. And it is declared and appointed, that what shall be determined

at one diet of the said Commission, with relation to private causes, shall be unalter-

able bv anv other diet thereof, and shall stand and contiuue in force till disapproven

by the General Assembly ; and the said Commissioners are hereby strictly prohibited

and discharged to meddle in any other matters than what are committed or referred

to them as above mentioned ; and in all their actings they are to proceed accordin<i-

to the acts and constitutions of this Church, and do nothing contrary thereto, or to

the prejudice of the same ; declaring, that in and for all their actings they shall be
accountable to and censurable by the nest General Assembly, as they shall see cause ;

and this Commission is to continue and endure imtil another Commission be appointed,

and members are required to attend the diets of the said Commission, and absentees

therefrom ordered to be noticed, according to the seventeenth Act of the General

Assembly, anno 1706. And for the better securing of a quorum, and attendance of

members on the Commission, the General Assembly prohibits the Presbytery of

Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries within twelve miles thereof!, to meet any of the

days or weeks appointed for meetings of the Commission, and such of the members
of these Presbyteries as are on the Commission are required all of them to give punc-

tual attendance on the diets thereof, and Presbyteries at a greater distance, who
have four or more members on the Commission, are to take care that at least two of

them attend each diet of the same.

VI.

Scss. U, Mag 13, 1717.

—

Tmtruciions by the G-ncrjl Assemhlg ro their Commission.

1. The Commission are empowered and apjiuintcd to take care that what is
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enacted and ordered by this and preceding Assemblies be duly observed by all con-

cerned.

2. The Commission, as often as they see cause, are empowered to apply to his

Majesty, or any inferior magistrate, for the countenancing of and concurring with

the judicatories of the Church, in what the law allows, and for putting in execution

the laws against Popery and profaneness, and seeking redress of grievances and abuses,

committed contrary to the established doctrine, worship, discipline, and Presbyterian

government of this Church, the contempt of the censures'of the judicatories thereof, in-

flicted on scandalous persons, and to assist Presbyteries and Synods in planting vacant

kirks, as they shall be applied unto by them for that effect.

3. The Commission are empowered and appointed to use all proper means to pre-

serve and maintain all the rights and privileges of this Church, and to lose no oppor-

tunity of applying to obtain a redress of what is grievous, with respect to the same,

and to send commissioners to London for that effect, if they see cause.

4. The said Commission are empovrered to appoint fasts and thanksgivings, as they

shall see occasion, and specify the causes thereof, and apply to his Majesty for the

evil sanction thereto.

5. The Commission are empowered to give advice and assistance to any Synod or

Presbytery in difficult cases, as they shall be applied unto by them for that eff'ect.

6. The Commission are empowered to take special care to keep and maintain

imity in the Church upon all emergencies, especially among the ministers thereof;

and to gain such as separate therefrom ; and to suppress error and schism in this

Church, and prosecute the authors and spreaders of books and pamphlets tending

thereto ; and to take notice how any who have been censured by preceding As-

semblies, or Commissions of the same, have carried ; and to proceed to further cen-

sure, as the Commission shall see cause.

7. The Commission are to take notice of what misrepresentations shall be made,
either at home or abroad, of the doctrine, worship, discipline, or constitution of this

Church, and to take all proper methods for the vindication thereof

8. The said Conunission are appointed to use their best endeavours to obtain a

fund for erecting schools in the Highlands and Islands, and to get the same rightly

proportioned, and to do what else may tend to the advancement of religion and re-

formation in these places ; and to keep a correspondence with the Society for Propa-
gating Christian Knowledge, and their committee, and to give them all suitable as-

sistance and encouragement, according to the acts of this and former Assemblies ; and
to use all proper means in their power for extirpating idolatrous and superstitious

practices ; and to observe the instructions given by former Assemblies to their Com-
missions, concerning Libraries, Irish Bibles, Psalm Books, and Catechisms, a school in

every parish, according to the fifth Act of the General Assembly, 1707 ; also to hold
hand to the execution of the eighth Act of that Assembly, for " Suppressing Popery,
and Preventing the Growth thereof;" and likewise, the fifteenth Act of that Assembly
against " Innovations in the Worship of God."

9. The Commission are empowered to send ministers and probationers as need re-

quires, to the North, the Highlands and Islands, and to remove them from one place

to another there, as they shall see cause.

10. The Commission are empowered to cognosce and finally determine in all re-

ferences and appeals about planting vacant churches in the North, the Highlands and
Islands, which shall be brought before them, and that in the most expeditious manner,
providing that the Commission do not meddle with sentences of Synods in such

cases, excepting causes particularly referred to them ; but this restriction is not to be

extended to ministers or probationers having Irish.

11. The said Commission are empowered to receive any representations or re-

ferences that shall be made to them by Presbyteries, and others concerned, about
large and spacious parishes ; and to use all means proper for them for obtaining, and
also rendering effectual and preserving new erections in such parishes, or stipends to

collegiate ministers.

12. The said Commission are empowered to give all due assistance to the several

universities and colleges, when any minister is called to any office therein ; and to re-
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ceive appeals and references in these cases, and finally to determine in the same ; and
they are appointed to consider the state of the said universities and colleges, and to

observe the 14th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1711, and as they shall see

cause, to apply for a visitation thereof; as likewise, to inquire whether Synods and
Presbyteries do maintain bursars, according; to the Acts of the General Assembly, and
to take care to provide hopeful youths having the Irish tongue, and take the usual

obligations of them ; and when students having that language are found fit to be en-

tered on trials, that the}' recommend them to Presbyteries for that effect ; and when
they shall be Hcensed, to send them to the North, the Highlands and Islands.

13. To inquire how the tenth Act of the General Assembly, anno 1711, concern-

ing probationers, and settling ministers, with questions to be proposed to, and engage-

ments to be taken of them, are observed, and to advert that masters in colleges, and
all schoolmasters, do subscribe and engage according to the Act of Parliament, anno

1707.

14. That the Commission use their best endeavours for further reformation of

manners, and the more effectual curbing and suppressing of profaneness and vice, and
promoting true religion and godliness, and think on some effectual way to excite to

and recommend family worship, in pursuance of the Acts of Assembly, particularly

the thirteenth Act of the General Assembly, anno 1694, and seventh and eleventh

Acts of the General Assembly, anno 1697, and others, and to inquire if his Majesty's

pious proclamation against immorality has been read from the pulpits, according to

former orders.

15. The Commission are appointed to take the most effectual course to get the print-

ing, vending, or importing, of incorrect copies of the Holy Scriptures, and of our

Confession of Faitlr and Catechisms, stopped and prevented.

VII.

Sess. 11, May 13, 1717, aiite meridiem.—Act concerning the Trial of Students havincj

Irish, who shall be preferred to Bursaries, and licensed.

The General Assembly, considering that divers Students have been recommended
to bursaries, as persons having the Irish language, who, after they have been educated,

are found not capable to serve in Highland countries, for want of sufficient knowledge
of that tongue ; and that sundry probationers have been entei'ed upon trials for the

ministry, upon view that they might be useful in the Highlands, who yet, when they

are passed and licensed, can do no service, for want of sufficient skill in the said lan-

guage, do, for preventing these inconveniences in time coming, appoint, that such as

crave the benefit of Highland bursaries, or who are to be admitted to trials for the

ministry, in order to be sent to the Highlands, be first examined upon their know-
ledge in the Irish language, by persons having a competent measure of knowledge in

that language, bearing that they have so much knowledge of that language as that

they may be useful in a Highland congregation. And do ordain that the names of

the said examinators, together with their report, be recorded in the books of the

judicatory that employs them in the said trials.

VIII.

Sess. 11, May 13, 1717.

—

Actfor suppressing of Popery.

The General Assembly, having considered the complaints from Presbyteries of the

growth of Popery, do find, that the laws against the same are very fiill ; and, there-

fore, in order to the execution of them, the General Assembly instnicts their Com-
mission to apply to the Lord Justice-Clerk, the Lord Advocate, and his Majesty's

Solicitor, in order to obtain a vigorous execution of the laws against Popery ; and as

to Popish schoolmasters and mistresses, and Popish factors and chamberlains, the

Assembly appoints informations about them to be sent to the Procurator and Agents
fur the Church, that they may be presented according to law ; and because it is
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necessary that the informations to be given be regular, and the means of probation
such as the law requires : Therefore, the General Assembly appoints the informers,
in framing the said informations, to observe exactly the directions given in this matter,
in the 15 th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1714.

IX.

Sess. 12, May 14, 1717.

—

Act for maintaining the Purity of the Doctrine of this

Church, and determining the Process, Mr James IVebster against Mr John Simson.

The General Assembly, considering that much of their time has been spent upon
the process pursued by Mr James Webster, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, against
Mr John Simson, Professor of Divinity in the College of Glasgow, laid before them
by the report of the committee for purity of doctrine; and that they cannot overtake
the whole, by discussing particularly every article—it being, nevertheless, expedient
and requisite that this affair be brought to some issue, that may testify the zeal and
concern of this Assembly for the preservation of truth and peace in this.Church,
and preventing what may tend to the hurt and prejudice thereof; therefore, although
Professor Simson does declare his adherence to our Confession of Faith, and doctrines

therein contained, as his judgment, and his disowning the errors opposite thereto,

wherewith he was charged
;

yet, considering that, by his printed answers, and the

letters written by him to the now deceased Mr Robert Rowan, some time minister at

Penninghame, and his letter to the foresaid committee for purity of doctrine, dated
the 14th of April 1716 years, he hath given offence, and that it is judged that there-

in he hath vented some opinions not necessary to be taught in divinity, and that

have given more occasion lo strife than to the promoting of edification ; that he hath
used some expressions that bear and are used by adversaries in a bad and unsound
sense, though he doth disown that unsound sense ; and for answering more satis-

fyingly (as he supposeth) the cavils and objections of adversaries, he hath adopted
some hypotheses different from what are commonly used among orthodox divines,

that are not evidently founded on Scripture, and tend to attribute too much to na-

tural reason and the power of corrupt nature,—which undue advancement of reason
and nature is always to the disparagement of revelation and efficacious free grace.

The General Assembly, for the reasons above mentioned, prohibits and discharges the

said Mr John Simson to use such expressions, or to teach, preach, or otherwise vent
such opinions, jiropositions, or hypotheses as aforesaid ; and as conctrning the parties

in this process, whatever complaints have been made as to the manner of raising

or managing this process on either hand, the General Assembly, for peace's

sake, do overlook and pass these without further insisting thereon, and do discharge

any prosecution on either side on these accounts ; and further, for the more effec-

tual preserving the purity of doctrine and peace of this Church, and preventing strife

and contentious debates, which are jirejndicial to truth, brotherly love, and the life of

serious religion, the General Assembly extends the foresaid ])rohibition to all pro-

fessors of divinity, ministers, and preaciiers, and all others in this Church; and, j)ar-

ticularly, the General Assembly discharges them to vent any doctrines not agreeable

to our Confession of Faith and Catechisms, especiall}' such opinions as cither ascribe

too much to corrupt nature, or tend to encourage sloth among Christians, or slackeri

people's obligation unto gospel holiness. And, moreover, the General Assembly re-

commends to all Faculties in Universities, and to all Presbyteries within this Church,

to see this Act observed by all the persons foresaid, within their several jurisdictions,

and to censure the contraveners, as they shall see cause. And the General Assem-
bly empowers their Commission to give advice to Presbyteries, and to judge in causes

and cases of that kind that shall be brought before them ; and when any such cases

shall happen, the General Assembly hereby appoints Presbyteries to ac(iuaint the

Commission before they proceed to any sentence of suspension or deposition, against

any person that shall come to be tried in prosecution of this Act.
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Scss. la, May 14, 1717.

—

Act disclLarging Presbyteries to use any Formula in licensing

Probationers, and ordaining or admitting Ministers, but such as is or shall be agreed

unto by the General Assembly, with a Reference to the Commission of the Presbytery

of Auchterardefs carriage in that matter.

The Committee for Bills having transmitted to the Assembly an appeal entered by
Mr William Craig against the Presbytery of Auchterarder, for their refusing to give

him an extract of his licence to preach the Gospel, notwithstanding that he was appro-

ven by them in ail the steps of his trials, and was actually licensed—the opinion of the

Committee for Bills in this matter was read ; and the said Mr William Craig, and the

commissioners from the Presbytery of Auchterarder, being called, the said Mr Craig,

pursuer of this appeal, and Mr Andrew Burgh, one of the commissioners from the

Presbytery, compeared ; and the moderator of the ('ommittee for Bills gave a distinct

account of the whole matter, as the same was laid before the said committee
; parti-

cularly, that the said Presbytery had refused Mr Craig the extract of his licence, be-

cause he did not satisfy them as to some articles of faith required of him by them, whereof
this was one, viz. " And farther, That I believe that it is not sound and orthodox to

teach that we must forsake sin in order to our coming to Christ, and instating us in

covenant with God." Parties being heard and removed, the Assembly, after discoursing

upon the subject of the said appeal, and answers made thereto by the commissioners from

the Presbytery, did agree that the foresaid Presbytery of Auchterarder be forthwith

appointed, and the General Assembly hereby appoints the said Presbytery, to give the

sai Mr William Craig an extract of his licence to preach the Gospel, and do instruct

their Commission to see this appointment obeyed. And the General Assembly dis-

charges the Presbytery of Auchterarder, or any other Presbytery within this National

Church, to require subscriptions of any young men to be licensed to preach the Gos-
pel, or ordained to the office of the ministry, to any formula but such as is or shall be
agreed to and approven by the Assemblies of this Church. And further, the Gene-
ral Assembly did declare their abhorrence of the foresaid proposition, as unsound and
most detestable, as it stands, and was offered by the said Presbytery to be subscribed

by Mr Craig ; but in regard the ministers of the said Presbytery of Auchterarder were
not present to answer for themselves, what they could design by such a proposition,

the Assembly agreed that they should be called to an account upon this head. But a

question arising, Whether this should be done before the Synod of Perth and Stirling

or the Commission of the General Assembly ? a vote was stated, Synod or Commission

;

and before calling of the rolls, it was resolved, that in case the vote should carry for the

Synod, then the Synod shall report to the Commission. After this, the roll being called,

and votes marked, it carried Commission ; wherefore, the General Assembly did, and
hereby do, appoint the Presbytery of Auchterarder to be cited to compear before the

Commission of the General Assembly at Edinburgh, in the Assembly-House, the

second Wednesday of August next, with continuation of days, to answer to them in

the matter above written, with certification, &c. And the Assembly did, and hereby
do, empower their Commission to cognosce and determine in this matter as they shall

find just.

XL
Sess.ult., May 15, 1717.

—

Act appointing (he Diet of the next General Assembly.

I'he next General Assembly of this National Church of Scotland is appointed to be

held at Edinburgh, the 14th day of May next to come, in the year of our Lord 1718.

This Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 13.3d Psalm throughout,

aud pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DUNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 14, 1718.

Sess. I, May 14, 1718 Act appointimj the King's Commission to John Earl

of Rothes to be Recorded,

The General Assembly, &c.

11.

The King's most gracious Letter to the General AssemUy, presented to them by his

Majesty's Commissioner, \Ath May 1718.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 16, 1718.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 19, 1718.

—

-Act and Recommendntion concerning a Fund for maintainv g
the Indigent If ulows arid Orphans of Ministers.

The General Assembly, finding that it often falls out that many of the widows and
orphans of the ministers of this Church are brought into great straits, do judge it

necessary and laudable that some way be fallen upon for relief of such, they, in order

thereunto, did, and hereby do, seriously recommend to every minister in Scotland to

give and dedicate the tenth part of his stipend for one year, for the end foresaid, and
do appoint the same to be paid in, in money, and no otherwise, to the moderator of

each Presbytery, betwixt and the loth day of May 1719 years, or betwixt and the

15th day of May 1721 years, with the ordinary annual rent thereof, from the said

15th day of May 1719 to the time that the same shall be paid; and if ministers do
not pay in their tenth part of their stipends for one year, at the times and in the terms

above mentioned, they discharge the Presbyteries and Synods to receive the same,

though afterwards offered ; and appoints every Synod to nominate a responsible person

within their bounds, for receiving the same fi'om the moderators of the Presbyteries.

2do, The General Assembly farther recommends to every minister hereafter to be

ordained or admitted within the bounds of any Synod, that he, within the space of

two years after his admission, pay in, in manner foresaid, the tenth part of one year's

stipend he is entitled to, by that admission, if he has not already paid into another

Synod ; and the Assembly declares, that his relict and children shall be entitled to

a share of the fund in that Synod where the said minister paid, and not iu that

where he last served, except he have contributed in that Synod also, which it is hereby

declared he is at liberty to do or not as he pleases. Ztio, The Assembly appoints

that the money collected in every Synod be turned into a stock, and that it be lent

out upon good security, and that only the yearly interest thereof be distributed, and
that the stock be kept entire ; and if the annual rent shall at any time happen to do
more than serve the exigencies of the widows and children in the Synod, they apjwint
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the said superplus annual rent to be added to tlic stock, in order to increase the fund,
4/n, The Assembly appoints that the contribntors in every Synotl shall have the
manajrement of what sums sliall be collected and given for the ends foresaid, to the
widows and children of ministers who have served and contributed within their

bounds, and that none other shall have right thereto, oto. That no ministers' widows
and children shall have any benefit from this fund, except their husband or father

have actually ]iaid in the tenth part of their stipend for one year, and do instruct the

same. 6^0, That no minister's widow shall have any title to this fund after they .>~hall

be married to another husband, or children after their marriage, or being in case to

do for themselves, or be known to have a competency to subsist upon, or shall be
found unworthy thereof b}- any unsuitable carriage; of all which, the contribntors

within the bounds of every Synod are to be the judges. 7?no, That no widow or

child, entitled to a share of this fund, shall be allowed above ten pounds sterling yearly

thereof; and the Assembly hereby allows the contributors to give less, and in such
proportions as the fund will bear, and the circumstances of the persons require. Sro,

If any other charitably disposed person, besides ministers, shall think fit to contribute

to this jiious design, the Assembly hereby resolve and declare that they shall have a
vote and power in the management and distribution of the foresaitl funds ; provided
always, that their said contribution be not under ten pounds sterling monc}'. duo.

The Assembly hereby enacts and declares, that none shall have a vote or power iu

the management and distribution of this fund, but such as have contributed thereto ;

and for that end, they appoint that there be a meeting of those persons every Synod,
for ordering what concerns this matter; and the moderator of the Synod shall preside

in that meeting, and the clerk of the Synod shall be clerk thereto, if tliey have co:;-

tributed; but if not, the General Assembly ap])oints others to be chosen preses and
clerk to the said meeting : And the Assembly hereby warrants and allows the said

contributors to appoint a committee of their own number to manage the concerns of
this fund, in the intervals of the Synod's meetings; but it is here!)y provided and de-
clared, that the said committee shall have no power to dis-pose of any part of the

money; and they are hereby ordained to report an account of their actings to the

next meeting at the Synod. lOiho, The General Assembly hereby prohibit and dis-

charge any distribution to be made but at the ordinary diets of the Synod ; and do
appoint and declare, that the plurality of the meeting shall, by their vote, determine
any difference that may arise about the matter. Wwu, The Assembly hereby de-
clares, that such Presbyteries as have already settled a fund for their widows and
children, shall be at liberty either to kee|) antl manage the same by themselves, or to

join with the Synod, as they shall think best, provid'ed that the rjmta of the Presby-
tery's said fmid do extend to a tenth part of the whole stipends within the said Pres-
bytery, and that they declare their resolution at the meeting of their Synod preceding
the year 1719. And, lasfly, It is hereby providctl and declared, that if any event un-
foreseen sb.all fall in, that may stop and hinder the execution of the above articles in

the manner that they are i)r(iix)SC(l, the premises shall be ordered and managed ac-

cording to further rules and directions, to be given by the subsequent General As-
semblies of this Church.

V.

Se>s. 12, May 2o, T718, ]}ost meridiem— Commission to some Ministers and Elders

for discussing/ divers Mutters referred to them.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, taking into their consideration
that there are divers wcigluy affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate and
appoint their reverend brethren, Messrs William W'isheart, Principal of the College
of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c.; to be Commissioners of the General Assembly, to

the effect after mentioned, with power to the said persons, &c. (The powers are
the same as those given to the Conmiission of last year; and a clause is inserted re-

newing the instructions of 1717, and appointing them to stand in lull force.)

o u
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VI.

Scss. 15, Mai/ 26, 1718.

—

Acf discontinuincj the extraordinary Correspondence tcith the

Si/nod of Angus and Mearns.

'The General Assembly, finding that the Assembly, held ayino 1701, by their 7th

Act (lid a])])oint the Synods of Lothian and Twceddale, Perth and Stirling, Fife and

Aberdeen, to send correspondents to the Synod of Angus and Mearns; and that the

said correspondence is, by the said act, appointed to continue until the Assembly

shall see cause to alter it: And the Assembly considering, that now, in the good Pro-

vidence of God, the churches within the said Synod are generally ])laiited, so that

the reasons which moved the Assembly to enjoin the said extraordinary correspond-

ence have thereby ceased : Therefore, the General Assembly did, and hereby do,

continue the extraordinary correspondence appointed by the said act only for one

year next ensuing, declaring, that thenceforth the said extraordinary correspond-

ence shall cease, and the foresaid four Synods shall be freed of the burden there-

of, unless, upon application from the Synod of Angus and Mearns to subsequent

Assemblies, they shall sec cause to continue or renew the same.

vn.

Si'ss. 15, Mai/ 26, 1718.— Actfor the better dispatehim/ the Business of Assemblies.

The General Assembly, finding that their business is much retarded by parties

luiving references, appeals, and complaints, to lay before the Assembly, their not

giving them timeously in to the Committee for Bills; and that by such delays the

Assembly is often necessarily obliged to commit several of their weighty affairs to

their Gonnnission, which were more proper to be judged by themselves: Therefore,

they do hereby appoint and ordain all references, appeals, and complaints, that

shall he made in time coming to the General Assemblies of this Church, to be

lodged in the clerk's hands on or before the second or third days of the Assem-

bly's meetings, that thereby they may timcou>ly have a full view of all their work,

and may be able to judge what things are of the greatest weight, and are neces-

sary to be dispatched by theniselves, it they cannot overtake ihe whole ; with cer-

tification, that all ajipeals or complaints not lodged in the clerk's hands within the

time foresaid, shall be held as deserted and fallen from, and shall not thereafter be

received, unless u])on the fust opportunity the parties concerned make it appear to

the Assembly, that insuperable difficulties did withhold them from lodging the same

in manner above set down. And the General Assembly enjoins the clerks of the

several judicatories to transmit to the clerk of Assembly within the time foresaid,

all references made by the respective judicatures to the General Assembly.

VIIL

Sess. ult., May 27, 1718.

—

Act concerning the Presbytery of Anchterarder.

The General Assembly, finding that the Assembly, held anno 1717, did condemn

a ))roposition emitted by the Presbytery of Anchterarder, and referred to their Com-
mission, to call the bretlnen of that Presbytery before them, to give an account what

they meant by the said proi)osition ; and that they having compeared before the

Commission, and represent(?d what they intended by it, the Commission agreed to

accept of the sense they offered, declaring always, that however sound and orthodox

they were in their meaning, and what they intended by that proposition, yet they

had expressed it in words very unwarrantable and exceptionable ; and the Commis-

sion did admonish them and discharge them to use that expression in time coming ;
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and the brethren of Aiichterarder did eno;age to observe this their prohibition. Th(
General Assembly approves of the actings of the said Commission in this matter
and, for the vindication of the brethren of the Presbytcrv of Anchterarder, they an
pointed these presents to be printed among their public acts.

IX.

Sess. ult, May '21, 1718.

—

Act Reijuldtintj Elections of Members of the General
Assemhhj.

The General Assembly, finding it necessary, for the good and safety of the Church
that the General Assemblies be rightly constituted, do, therefore, resolve and appoint
that in all time coming no coiumission from any Presbytery, burgh, or university to
their representatives in the General Assemblies of this Church, shall be sustained
but such as are in the terms of the Acts of the General Assembly, made for regulat-
ing elections of uiem!)crs of Assemblies, particularly the 5th Act of the General As-
sembly, 1694, entitled, '• Act anent the Representation of Presbyteries in the Gene-
ral Assemblies;" Act 6th of the General Assembly, 1698, entitled, " Act for punc-
tual sending of Commissioners to the General Assemblies, and their Attendance dur-
ing the Sitting thereof;" and the 6th Act of the General Assembly, 1704, cntitlct!
" Act ancnt Commissions to the General Assembly, and their subscribinn- the Con-
fession of Faith, which arc hereby renewed." Antl the (icneral Assembly appoints
Presbyteries not only to elect their full number of commissioners, but also to be
careful to choose such persons as probably can attend. And the AssenUily appoints
that Presbyteries who send not up their full number of commissioners, and persons
commissioneel, who either come not u]), or are absent from any of the diets of As-
sembly, be censured, unless relevant excuses for them be laid before and be admitted
b}' the General Assembly: And further, the General Assembly does resolve and
peremptorily enact and appoint, that in all time coming, no commission what;soever
for any ruling elder, or ruling elders, to sit as members of the General Assemblies of
this Church, be sustained, but such iis shall bear particularly that they have signed
the formula prescribed by the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1694, unless the
said elders do either instantly subscribe it in presence of the Assembly, or a commit-
tee appointed b\ them, or do instruct that they have already subscribed the same •

and to prevent all inconveniences of this sort in time coming, the General Assembly
appoints that all Commissions after they are written out and extracted, and before
they be i)ut in the hands of the conmiissioners, be first read in the presence of the
Presbytery, and be revised by theiu, and that it be attested by the moderator or clerk
of the Presbytery upon the said Commissions that this was so done: And suchlike
the General Assembly has resolved, until the matter concerning conuuissions from
burghs be further thought upon, and hereljy do resolve, appoint, and ordain, that,

in the meantime, no commissions from royal burghs to their representatives in As-
sembly shall be sustained, but such as shall be consenteel to and approven, not only
by the ministry and kirk-sessions of the burgh, as is resolved by the Act of Assembly,
July 15, 1647, but also by the Presbytery of the bounds within which the bin-'di

lies ; and upon which it shall be attested, both by the Kirk-session and Presbytery
foresaid, that the person or persons therein named are elders lawfully ordaineel, anel

have signed the formula above mentioned; and likewise, that they are either resi-

denters in the burgh, or heritors in the burgh, or in the bounds of the Prcsbvtery
where the burgh lies, or that they have fonuerly resided antl officiated as elders in

the said burgh or Presbytery. And, lastly, The General A!<sem!)ly extends the time
limited by the foresaid 6th Act of the General Assembly, 169S, tor choosing commis-
sioners iiom Presbyteries, to those that shall hereafter be sent from royal burghs.
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X.

Sess. idt.. May 27, 1718.

—

Act concerning the larger Overtures for DUcipUne.

The General Assembly, considering the necessity of having a complete system of

rules for the procedure of the judicatures of this Church in matters of discipline, and
that the framing of this is one of the most proper works of the General Assemblies

of this Church, from which they have been long diverted by other incidental things,

and not having time now to overtake this necessary work, the General Assembly do
revive the 17th Act of Assembly, 1707, and the 16th Act of Assembly, 1710, and
again apjwints the several Presbyteries who have not sent up their remarks upon the

larger overtures, to transmit them to the Clerk of the Commission, betwixt and
their meeting in August next, or November at farthest ; and they appoint letters to

be written by their Commission, at their first meeting, to each Presbytery for this

effect; and ordains their Commission, at their said first meeting, to appoint a com-
mittee to class and put in order the remarks upon those overtures which are already

come up, and those which shall be sent up ; that upon the report of this Commission,

the next General Assembly may be ready to enter upon this necessary work. And
the General Assembly recommends it to the several Presbyteries to send up such

members to the next General Assembly as may be most in case to help forward this

imjxjrtant work.

XL
Sess. uU., Mug 27, 1718.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church of Scotland is appointed to

1>e held at Edinburgh, the second Thursday of JNIay next to come, in the year of

our Lord 1719, being the 14th day of that month.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing of the 122d Psalm,

from verse Gth to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected ;uk1 extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. Dun DAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 14, 1719.

Sess, 1, Mag 14, 1710.

—

Act appointing the King's Commission to John Earl of
Rotlu's to be lieoorded.

The General Assemblv, &c.

IL

Tke King's most gracious Inciter to the General Assembly, presented to them by his

Majesty's Co7ninissioner, I4th May 1719.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. Under the full assurance of
the constant zeal and affection of the Church of Scotland to our person and go-
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vernment, we do, with great willingness, countenance your Gcnerol xVsscmbly at

this time, being confident that you will now meet with the same good disposition,

and conduct yourselves with that temper and unanimity as you have hitherto done.

You may most firmly assure yourselves of our ready and cheerful concurrence in

whatever methods shall be taken for the promoting true religion and piety, the dis-

couraging profaneness and immorality, and for the preventing the growth of

Popery.
The differences which have for some time been among you on account of the

oaths, I hope, shall now be happily removed, and I must recommend it to you to be

upon your guard against the practices of such as would endeavour to raise unhappy

divisions aniong you, there being nothing that can tend more to your honour and

welfare than concord and brotherly love.

We have again made choice of our right trusty and well-beloved cousin, John

Earl of llothes, to represent our person in this Assembly, whose known abilities to

-discharge that trust, together with his former services therein, will, we doubt not,

make him acceptable to you. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court, at St James's, the 23d April 1719, in the fifth year of oiu-

jeign.

By his Majesty's Command,
Roxburgh,

Directed to the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator, Ministers,

and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, May 16, 1719.— The General Asscmhii/s Answer to the King's most gracioits

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The great honour done us by your Majesty's most gracious Letter, and your

Toyal goodness in condescending to signify your satisfaction with former General

Assemblies, adds new life and vigour to that constant zeal and affection to your

Majesty's person and government, which the members of this Church reckon their

duty and their glory, and lays us under the strongest obligations to conduct ourselves

with that temper and unanimity that becomes us ; and to endeavour, in the best man-
ner we aie able, to approve ourselves to God and to your Majesty.

The great encouragement we have, by your Majesty's assuring us of your ready

and cheerful concurrence in whatever methods shall be taken for promoting true re-

ligion and piety, the discouraging profaneness and immorality, and preventing the

growth of Popery, renders us inexcusable, should we be wanting on our part to ex-

ert ourselves to the utmost towards obtaining these good ends.

Your Majesty's extraordinary condescension in taking care to have the differences

amongst us, on account of the oaths, happily removed, is an unparalleled instance of

royal goodness, for which we can never be sufficiently thankful ; and as it gives us

the comfortable prospect of happy effects to follow upon it, so it calls us to guard

ourselves, with the strictest care and watchfulness, against the practices of such as

would endeavour to raise unhappy divisions amongst us, and whatever may lessen

that concord and brotherly love, which tends so much to the honour and v/elfere of

this Church.
The Earl of Rothes his steady adherence at all times to the interest of the happy

Revolution and Protestant succession, his great zeal for your Majesty's service, his

good affection to the Church of Scodand, the proof he has formerly given of his

eminent abilities for discharging the hia;h trust wherewith he is now clothed, render

your Majesty's choice of him to represent your Royal person in this Assembly most

acceptable to us.
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That Almighty God may plentifully enrich your Majesty with his best blessings, and
advance your glorious designs for the happiness of your own people, and the good of
the whole Protestant interest; that his watchful Providence may be your protection,

and return you in safety to Great Britain ; that he may eminently bless their Royal
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, their Royal offspring, and all your
Royal Family ; that as He has signally appeared in defeating the attempts of your
Majesty's enemies, so He would coiuinue his goodness in sujiportiug your righteous

cause, bless and direct your councils, and prosper your arms for preserving the quiet

of your dominions, and restoring the peace of Europe ; and that, after a long and
prosperous reisin on earth, your Majesty may be crowned with inmiortal glory in

Heaven, are the most fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and most
loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National Assembly of the

Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

James Grierson, Moderator.

IV.

Ses$. A:, May 18, 1719.

—

Actfor prcvcntin(j the Growth of Paperi/, for Encourage-

ment of Ministers, and the Settlement and Provision of Schools.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the extraordinary

growth of Popery in several places of Scotland, do, for preventing thereof, exhort and
enjoin all Presbyteries and particuhir ministers, and Kirk-sessions, to have a watch-

ful eye on the Papists within their bounds, and to take up lists of their names, and
to send the same to the Commission of the General Assembly, to be laid before his

Majesty's Advocate, or to be otherwise used by the Commission as they shall see

cause; and that the said Presbyteries, ministers, and Kirk-sessions, be at all pains to

reclaim Papists, and that they observe what is enjoined for that end, by the 8th

Act of the General Assembly, anno 1707 ; and suchlike, that Presbyteries, in whose

bounds there are Papists, do give in informations against them, according to the

11th Act of the General Assembly, 1714; and tlie General Assembly likewise ap-

points Presbyteries to hold visitations in those parishes where Popery abounds, and

inquire into the circumstances thereof, the number of catechisable persons therein,

how manv of them are Protestants, and how many Papists, and who of them are

apostates ; as also, what is the length and breadth of such parishes, and what the

real rent, and also the valued rent of each heritor extends to, that so it may be known
where new erections are practicable, and how much each parish may afford toward

the maintenance of schools, conform to law. And, further, the General Assembly

appoints that at these visitations the churches and manses be also inspected by
tradesmen in a legal manner ; and that where ministers do want glebes, grass, or other

accommodations, the course prescribed by law be followed ; and that an extract of

what is done in the premises be sent to tlie procurator and agent for the Church,

that diligence may be taken out thereon, according to law. And, in like manner,

where schools are wanting in any parish, the General Assembly hereby appoints

that Presbyteries make legal intimation to the heritors and parishioners to meet on a

certain day, and at a certain place, to stent themselves for a salary to a schoolmaster,

and for the needful acconnnodations for him, as is appointed by 5th Act Par-

liament 1st, Charles I. atmo 1633, and 2Cth Act, Sess. 2d, Parliament King
William, anno 1696, and that they appoint a committee to meet with them; and if

the heritors and parishioners, and, failing the heritors, the most part of the pa-

rishioners, do meet, they may proceed to stent, and also to proportion the money
laid on ; but if they either meet not, or, being met, do fail in settling a salary and
providing a house for the schoolmaster, then, and in that case, the Assembly appoints

the Presbytery to present a petition to the Commissioners of Supply, or any five

or more of them, with an extract of the valued rent of the parish, and crave that the
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Commissioners may, in the terms of the foresaid Acts of Parliament, settle a school

;

and if the Commissioners refuse or shift the doing of it, that instruments be taken

against them, and thereupon a process be commenced before the Lords of Council

and Session, who have already, in the like cases, provided salaries and houses for

schoolmasters. And if^ when all this is done, the heritors will not call a qualified

schoolmaster, the General Assembly appoints and requires the Presbytery, after the

expiring of one year, to order intimation to be made from the pulpit to the heritors

and parishioners to meet upon a certain day, in order to elect and present one to be

schoolmaster ; and if at that time they do it not, the Prcsb^'tery is appointed to pre-

sent one ; and, after edicts duly published with respect to him, to admit and settle

him. And, lastly, where competent stipends are not provided in parishes where

Popery abounds, or where the stipends are paid in small parcels, the General As-

sembly appoints the Presbytery concerned to cause draw up a state of these sti-

pends, how, and by whom they are paid, and also an account of the real rent of

each heritor in such parishes, and send the same to the procurator and agent for the

Church, who, upon receipt thereof, are ordered to commence processes for settling

of competent stipends to the ministers, where the same is not already done ; and
the Assembly appoints the expenses of processes for settling of stipends and schools

in parishes where Popery abounds, to be borne out of the Church's public money.

V.

Sess. 5, May 19, 1719.

—

Representation ofthe Society in Scotlandfor Propagating
Christian Knowledge, ivith an Act thereupon.

The which day, there was again brought in from the Committee for Bills a repre-

sentation, the tenor whereof follows :

—

" Unto the Right Reverend and Honourable, the Moderator and remanent Mem-
bers of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Committee of the So-
ciety in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge humbly represents—That
the venerable Assemblies, and other judicatures of this Church, having all along
showed so much zeal for the advancement of the Society's undertaking, they find

themselves bound in duty, in the Society's name, to make a public acknowledg-
ment of it ; and for the encouragement of the Church to continue her kind assist-

ance to the Society in their work, to lay before this venerable Assembly a short

account of the success with which it has pleased God to bless their endeavours, and
to show them, that not only did a nuiltitude of charitable people, of all ranks, con-
tribute liberally in the ordinary public collections, but divers persons have, beside

their first donations in common with others, mortified considerable sums to the So-
ciety's stock, whereby it is now increased to upwards of L.7000 sterling ; and the So-
ciety and their committee have not only taken care to lay out this on good and unques-
tionable security, but have, upon the yearly annual rent thereof, erected, and have de-
termined instantly to erect, to the number of forty-two, schools in such places of the

Highlands and Islands as appeared to them, from the best informations, to stand most
in need of their assistance, viz., Kintail in Strathnaver, Braccadale in Isle of Skye

—

this school was formerly at Snizort ; Hirta, (dias St Kilda, a far remote island, where
the Society maintains a minister, who is also schoolmaster ; Glenmuick in Braemar

;

Monaltry there ; Harray in Orkney ; Abertarff in the Shire of Inverness ; Tomna-
villan in Banifshire ; Shapinshay in Orkney—an Island ; Westray there ; Kildonan
in the Shire of Sutherland ; Mull—an Island ; Laggan in Badenoch ; Strowan in

Atholl ; Kilmorack in Ross ; Lochearn in Perthshire ; Glenladnoch there ; Glenarchna
there ; Tillichon in the Shire of Moray ; Culpheni there ;;Drummoyn there ; Tillidivie

there ; Brae of Balquhidder in Perthshire ; Strathyre there ; Lochearn there ; South

Ronaldshay in Orkney—an Island ; North Ronaldshay there ; Bracklain in Perthshire ;

Collintogle there ; Bridge of Turk there ; Evie in Orkney ; ()r})hire there ; Rivan in

Banffshire ; Hoy in Orkney ; Gremsay—an Island there ; Tonibowie in Dunbarton-
shire ; Ardlewig there ; Coverclet there ; Clashmore there ; Port in Stirlingshire ; Firth

in Orkney ; Auldearn in Moray : From the greater part of all which places, the Society
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tlo from time to time receive most encouraging accounts of a multitude of scholars, and
almost surprising advances in their learning.

" But there being applications made in favour of a great many other places beside-

these above mentioned, that greatly want the means of Christian education, the So-

ciety arc earnestly solicitous to have them as speedily supplied as may be ; but their

present stock being capable to sustain no more schools than they have already esta-

blished ; and the committee being informed that there will be a balance remaining in

the hands of the General Assembly of the money that was due to the Church, upon

the fund of the equivalent, after payment of all the Church's debts stated upon that

fund, which was set apart by the last Assembly for advancing the knowledge of God
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, they do, with the greatest submission, pro-

pose to this venerable Assembly, that the foresaid balance may be employed toward the

erecting and maintaining charity schools in those places where Popery does most

abound.
" The committee do own, that they were likewise informed, that the late Assembly

had in view to maintam probationers as catechists, with the said money in such places

;

but their main design being the promoting of tlie knowledge of Christ, this present As-

sembly will still find themselves ht lilicvty to follow those means that are most likely to

reach that end ; and the committee are very hopeful that the venerable Assembly will

soon be of the mind that the erecting of charity schools, where not only the first founda-

tions ofthe knowledge ofthe principles of the reformed Protestant religion will be firmly

and solidly laid, and at leisure inculcated in the minds of the rude and ignorant, especi-

ally the younger sort ; but the seeds of knowledge thus sown will be presen'cd by the

scholars, their being taught to read the Holy Scriptures, the fountain of all truth, will be

a much more probable way to advance the knowledge of Christ, and root out the Popish

errors, than the overly instruction of an itinerant catechist, who cannot be supposed to

have time enough to make his scholars understand distinctly the full meaning of the

very terms in which the mysteries of our holy religion are expressed, without which his

teaching can be of little use ; especially if it be considered that the teachers of the

charity schools do really perform all the work that such catechists can do, except it

be to ease the minister of some diets of preaching ; for the charity schools being com-
monly set up in places remote irom the parish church, these schoolmasters do upon
the Lord's Days, by the minister's direction, lead the Holy Scriptures, and other

good and pious books to the people, do sing Psalms and pray v.'ith them, and cate-

chise them ; and in the sununer time,^ when the parents are obliged to remove their

children from the schools to their sheilings, for herding their cattle, the schoolmaster

may be enjoined to travel to and fro amongst tliose sheilings, and instruct the people.
" The venerable Assembly will please further to consider what difficulties occur in

getting preachers having the Irish language, sufficiently qualified to be catechists, ac-

cording to the scheme set forth in the act of the late Assembly, when, notwithstand-

ing all the encouragements given by the Assemblies of this Church to students hav-

ing that language, there cannot be as many found iis to supply the vacancies in High-
land congregations, when the same tall out.

" And, to persuade the venerable Assembly to give all encouragement to the So-

ciety's undertaking, the connnittee lays liold on this occasion to inform them a

little of their constitution and methotl of management; for, besides five general

meetings of the whole Society yearly, their committee of fifteen, which by their pa-

tent is obliged to meet monthly, meets for the most part every week ; and matters

are so ordered by the Society, that this committee, upon any necessary emergency, is

always convened upon half an hour's advertisement ; so that the Society and their

committees have more frequent occasions to inquire into the state of their schools,

and diligence of their schoolmasters, than any Church judicatory can have to over-

see their catechists ; and for the Society's better direction, and more exact manage-
ment, they keep a close and constant correspondence with the ministers of the pa-
rishes, and Presbyteries of the bounds within which their schools are settled ; and
when they find their schools do not prosper in one place, they, by the Presbytery's
advice, do transport them to another. Many other instances could be here given to
show the exactness of the Society's administration ; but the same is so well known



1719. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 529

to a great number of the reverend and honourable members of this Assembly, that

the committee forbears to give the Assembly the trouble now to mention them.
" May it therefore please this venerable Assembly to renew the recommendations

of former Assemblies to Presbyteries and particular ministers, to deal seriously with
well disposed persons, who have not yet contributed, to extend their charity for ad-

vancing the pious ends of the Society's erection, that they may be soon enabled to

establish schools in those countries where Popery prevails, that do yet want the

same; and, if the Assembly shall find any occasion for the Society's assistance in the

way that they shall think fit to bestow the foresaid balance, the Committee does, in

the name of the said Society, freelj' offer their service to the Assembly.
" This, in name of the said Committee, and by their appointment, is signed bv

William Hamilton, Pr. Co."

The General Assembly having discoursed fully upon the matter of the said repre-

sentation, they did, and hereby do, appoint the excrescence of the Church's money
upon the fund of the equivalent, that shall remain after payment of the Church's

debts stated upon that fund, to be lodged with the Society in Scotland for Propa-
gating Christian Knowledge, for erecting schools in the Highlands and Islands ; and
they declare that the receipt of the treasurer of the said Society to the procurator

for the Church for the said remains, shall be a sufficient exoneration to him at his

accounting for the said monies. And, further, the General Assembly renews all re-

commendations given by former General Assemblies in favour of the said Society,

and do give the said Society and their committee hearty thanks for their great care

and faithful management of the trust reposed in them.

VI.

iSess. 5, Mai/ 19, 171 9.

—

Act concerning the Qualification of Members of the Com-
mission.

The General Assembly do resolve and appoint that all the members of the Com-
missions of this and subsequent Assemblies be qualified according to the Acts of As-
sembly, particularly the 9th Act of the last General Assembly, before they vote or
act as such.

VII.

Sess. 5, May 19, 1719.

—

Recommendation concerning Deacons.

The General Assembly recommends to all the ministers of this Church to take

care that deacons as well as elders be ordained in such congregations where dea-

cons are wanting ; but declares that deacons, as such, shall have no decisive voice

in calling of ministers, or in the exercise of Church discipline.

VIII.

Scss. 7, Mai/ 21, 1719, ante meridiem.—Actfor the right Management of the Church's

Puhlic Money.

The General Assembly, considering how unsuitable it is for the Church to engage

their credit beyond what their funds are able to answer, therefore, to prevent this

inconvenience in time coming, the General Assembly do hereby prohibit and dis-

charge the applying of any of tha said money toward the payment of the expenses

of processes for stipends, except in parishes where Popery abounds, or such as shall

be rcconmiended both by the Prcslytery and Synod to which the parish belongs,

and the case laid before the Assembly, and their particular order given tor that ef-

fect before the commencement of the i)roccss : And the General Assembly does re-

3x
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Solve and declare, that for hereafter no new warrants or orders shall be granted
for payment of any money to any person whatsoever, except to preachers sent to

supply in the North for their allowances ; and they hereby strictly prohibit and dis-

charge the clerk of Assembly, or sub-clerk, to write out, or the moderator of this

or subsequent Assemblies to subscribe, any orders or warrants for payment of any
new grants out of the Church's yearly allowance, until all former debts already con-
tracted by preceding Assemblies or Commissions be first paid. And, further, the

General Assembly resolves and declares, that at no time hereafter any warrants for

money shall be granted, until it be known that there is as much in the hands of the

receiver of the Church's money as will be sufficient to answer the same; and they

appoint the 7th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1712, to be punctually obsen'cd,

and do require the procurator for the Church, when any demands for money come
before the General Assembly or Commissions thereof, to ac<(uaint them with the

state of their funds, and to read the foresaid act, a/uio 1712, and this present act to

them. And the Assembly discharges the committee chosen by each Assembly for

auditing and revising the Church's public accounts, to propose the giving either of

money, or precepts for money, exceeding that part of the year's allowance belonging
to that Assembly which is free and unappropriated ; and appoints them to bring their

report first to the Committee for Overtures, before it be brought into the General
Assembly. And the General Assembly also appoints the said committee for the

public accounts to cause this present act, and any new regulations that shall be made
about money, to be read to them yearly, and to reject all petitions and demands
not m the terms thereof; and to report an account of any breaches that shall be
made therein to the Assembly.

IX.

Sess. 8, Mai/ 22, 1719.

—

Act shoivim/ the Sin and Evil of Running Uiie7itcred Goods,

and of the Perjuries at the Custom-Houses in Matters of Trade,

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the many sins and

scandals that are occasioned in this nation, especially ujwn the sea-coasts thereof, by

the running of uncustomed goods, to the great discouragement and detriment of all

fair traders ; the multiplied perjuries that some shipmasters, merchants, and others,

become guilty of in his Majesty's custom-houses, through this unlawful and unwarrant-

able practice, to the great disiionour of God, the reproach of the Christian name and
character, and to the wounding and ruining of precious souls; the dreadful profana-

tion of the Lord's Day that these impious courses do lead seamen, farmers, merchants,

and others of tlicir assistants to, in transporting and hiding of their goods on the Sab-

bath; and tliat all this is attended with horrid lying and dissimulation, with be;i^tly

drunkenness and stealing—the persons who help to carry off these unentered goods, and

are disposed, through influence, friendship, and money, to lodge and conceal them,

reckoning it a small offence and sin, if any, to take a share of them to themselves;

and that such practices are sometimes the occasion of fighting, licating, slaughter, and

blood, and do not a little lessen his Majesty's just revenues, that by the laws of God,

and laws of the land, his Majesty's trading subjects (under his protection) are obliged

to render to him for conscience sake, in obedience to the coiimiands of God's holy

Word, " 'I hat we should render to Cwsar the things that are Caesar's, and to God
the things that are God's," Matth. xxii. 21 ;

" And to give tribute to whom tribute

is due, and custom to whom custom," &c,, Rom. xiii. 7 ; do judge themselves bound,

in duty and conscience, to warn all men of the sin, evil, and danger, of such courses;

and they strictly enjoin all ministers, especially those whom the providence of God
has fixed in sea-trading towns and places, to represent to the people and hearers the

great impiety and monstrous wickedness of such methods to gain this world, to the

endangering of their souls ; and, as they have access, seriously to deal with the con-

sciences of such as they have ground to suspect guilty in this matter, and to show to

them the evil of their ways, earnestly beseeching and obtesting them, in the fear of

God, and from the consideration of a future judgment, to abstain from such crying
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sins and deadly courses, that cannot but justly provoke a holy God to deny them suc-

cess in their enterprises and undertakings, to lessen their means, and to send heavy

judgments upon them ; that are so contrary to divine laws, and inconsistent with Chris-

tians, their professions and engagements to the most high God ; that have so plain a

tendency to ruin their souls, and to draw down the wrath of God upon them and

theirs ; and that serve so palpably to debauch the consciences and morals of so many
in the country, and to involve others in guilt with themselves, by bribing and other-

wise. And the General Assembly ordains this Act to be once read in all the churches

in Scotland, and as often in particular parishes as the prudence of ministers shall

direct.

X.

Sess. 8, Mai/ 22, 1719.

—

Recommendation against Abuses at Penny Weddings.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, recommend to Synods, Presbyteries,

and Kirk-sessions, to see to the execution of the Acts of the General Assembly

against abuses at penny weddings, and to apply to the civil magistrate for the execu-

tion of the laws against persons guilty of abuses and disorders on these occasions.

XI.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 22, 11 19, jwst mej-idiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders for discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, having taken into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint, their

reverend brethren, Messrs James Grierson, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their

Moderator, &c. ; to be Commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effect after men-
tioned, with power to the said Commission, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to

be any thirty-one ofthe said Commissioners, whereof twenty-one are always to be mini-

sters, to meet and convene wdtliin the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first free day
after the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon ; and afterwards, the

second Wednesdays of August, November, and March, next to come, and oftener,

when or where they shall think fit and convenient; with power to the said Commis-
sion to choose their own moderator. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully em-
powers and authorises their said Commissioners, or their quorum, above mentioned,

to cognosce and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred,

or that shall be referred to them, by any act or order of this Assembly ; and to do

every thing contained in and conform to the instructions given, or to be given, by
this Assembly ; and to advert unto the interests of the Church on every occasion,

that the (church, and present establishment thereof, do not suffer or sustain any pre-

judice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable
;
providing this general

clause be not extended to particular affairs or processes before Synods or Presbyteries,

that are not of universal concern to or influence upon the whole Church. And it is

hereby appointed, that what shall be determined at one diet of the said Commission,

with relation to private causes, shall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, and

shall stand and continue in force till disapproven by the General Assembly. And
the General Assembly renews the instructions given by the General Assembly, anno

1717, to their Commission, and appoints the same to stand in full force, as instruc-

tions to the Commissioners above named, and to be ol)scrved by them in all points,

as if the same were specially therein inserted ; and that they inquire how the pro-

hibition has been observed in the bounds of the Presbytery of Auchterarder, or else-

where, whereby the using of the proposition emitted by that Presbytery, and con-

demned by the General Assembly, anno 1717, was discliarged ; and that they inquire

into the publishing and spreading of books and jiamphlets tending to the diffusing of

that condemned proposition, and ])romoting a scheme of opinions relative thereto,

which are inconsistent with our Confession of Faith; and that the recommeuders of
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such boolvs or pamjiblets, or the errors therein contained, whether by word or print,

be called before them to answer for their conduct in such recommendations. And
the Commission are empowered to judge in cases of doctrine that shall be brought

before them by appeals or references from Synods or Presbyteries ; and they are like-

wise appointed to take care that impressions of the Holy Scriptures, of the Confession

of Faith, and Catechisms, and of all other books relating to the docirine, worship,

discipline, and government of this Church, be correct. And the said Conmiissioners

are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other matters than

what are committed and referred to them as above mentioned ; and in ail their act-

ings, they are to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this National

Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; de-

claring, that in and for all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable

by the next General Assembly, as they shall see cause ; and this Commission is to

continue and endure until another Clonmiission be appointed ; and members arc

required to attend the diets of the said Commission, and absentees therefrom ordered

to be noticed, according to the 17th Act of the General Assembly, 1706. x\nd for

the better securing of a quorum, and attendance of members on the Commission, the

General Assembly prohibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries

within twelve miles thereof, to meet any of the days or weeks appointed for the

meeting of this Commission ; and such of the members of these Presbyteries as are

on the Commission are required, all of them, to give punctual attendance on tho

diets thereof; and Presbyteries at a greater distance, who have four or more mem
bers 01. the Commission, are to take care that at least two of them attend each diet

of the same.

xir.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 23, 1719.

—

Actfor promotbifi Religion and Learning in Universities and
Collages.

The General Assembly, considering how much it is their duty to do all that is in

their power for promoting religion and learning in this Church, do hereby instruct

their Commission carefully to advert to everything whereby they may contribute to

the flourishing of the sciences and good literature, and to the propagating of religion

and loyalty in universities; and, particularly, that they diligently inquire what

privileges and interest the judicatories of this Church, or the ministers thereof, have

by the constitutions of the several universities and colleges, and by the laws of the

land, with respect to the settlement of the masters and professors in them, which the

General Assembly hereby appoints their Commission, by all just methods, to main-

tain inviolably, and improve towards the promoting the foresaid interests of true

piety and learning ; and that, for this end, they receive and give all due encourage-

ment to whatever applications may be made to them for this effect.

XIII.

Sess. ult,. May 23, 1719.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assemhli/.

The next General Assembly of this National Church of Scotland is appointed to

be held at Edinburgh, the second Thursday of May next to come, in the year of our

Lord 1720.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DvNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 12, 1720.

I.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 12, 1720.

—

Act appointing the Kinc/'s Commission to John Earl of
Rothes to he Recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented to them by hi&

Majesty's Commissioner, 12th May 1720.

George, R., &c

in.

Sess. 3, May 14, 1720.— The General Assembly''^ Anstver to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 6, May 18, 1720.

—

Act concerning Commissions to Members of the General
Assembly, and Attestations of die same.

The General Assembly, considering that there have been divers acts passed with re-

spect to the qualifications of the members of Assembly since the Act 8th, Assembly,
anno 1695, which prescribes a form of their commissions, particularly the Act 6th, As-
sembly, anno 1698; Act 6th, Assembly, aniio 1704; and Act 9th, Assembly, anno
1718; and that it is expedient, for the direction of Presbyteries, and for procuring, as
near as may be, an uniformity amongst them, in granting commissions to their re-

presentatives in Assemblies, that an addition be made to the foresaid directory in the
Act 1695, with regard to the other posterior acts above mentioned: Therefore, the
General Assembly do appoint and ordain, that, in aU time coming, there be sub-
joined and adjected to the foresaid formula in the Act 1695 the following clause,

viz. :
—" And the said Presbytery does hereby testify and declare, that all the mi-

nisters above named have signed the formula enjoined by the 10th Act of the
General Assembly, anno 1711, and all the ruling elders above written have signed

the formula prescribed by the 11th Act of Assembly, 1694 ;" but if the Presbytery
be uncertain whether the said elders have signed the said formula or not, then the

attestation shall bear, that they are either to sign it in presence of the Assembly, or

instruct that they have done it before. And further, " That all the said commis-
sioners are every other way qualified to be members of the Assembly, according to

the Acts of Assembly. Extracted by Clerk, Presb^" And because
the said Act, ann& 1718, appoints that all commissions, after they are written out
and extracted, and before they be put in the hands of the commissioners, be first

read in presence of the Presbytery, and be revised by them, and that it be attested

by the Moderator and Clerk of the Presbytery upon the said commissions that this

was so done : Therefore, the Assembly appoints, that the Presbytery's attestation

shall run thus :—" At the day of the Presbytery
iaving had the above written extract of their .commission to their representatives
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in the ensuing Assembly laid before them, they caused it to be read, and having re-

vised and considered the same, they did approve thereof. Attested by
Moderator, or Clerk." And because the foresaid Act 9th, Assembly,
1718, does appoint and ordain, that no commissions from royal burghs to their re-

presentatives in Assembly shall be sustained, but such as shall be consented to and
approven, not only by the ministry and kirk-sessions of the burghs, but also by the

Presbytery of the bounds within which the burghs lie ; and upon which it shall be
attested both by the Kirk-session and Presbytery foresaid, according to the tenor of

the foresaid Act : Therefore, the General Assembly appoints, that the foresaid at-

testations of the Kirk-session and Presbytery shall be in the terms following:—" At
the day of the which day the Kirk-

session of having had laid before them a commission given by the

magistrates and town-council of to to represent the said

burgh in the ensuing General Assembly of this National Church, do, in the terms of
the Act 9th, Assembly, 1718, testify and declare, that the said is an elder

lawfully ordained, and that he has signed the formula prescribed by the 11 th Act of
Assembly, 1694 ; and likewise that he is (a residenter in the said burgh,) or (an he-
ritor in the said burgh,) or (an heritor in the bounds of the Presbytery of

within which the said burgh lies,) or has (formerly resided and officiated as an elder

in the said burgh,) or (Presbytery of within which the said burgh does lie.")

And that the Presbytery's attestation shall run thus, viz. :
—" At the

day of the which day the Presbytery of

having had produced before them a commission given by the magistrates and town-
council of to to represent the said burgh in the ensuing

General Assembly of this National Church, with an attestation of the Kirk-session of

the said burgh, conform to the direction of the Act 9th, Assembly, 1718, and Act
4th, Assembly, 1720, do, in the terms of the foresaid Acts, likewise testify and de-

clare, that," &c., and so forth, precisely in the words of the form above prescribed to

the Kirk-sessions. And the General Assembly does resolve and declare, that all

commissions not in the terms above mentioned shall be rejected. And it is here-

by provided and declared, that if the person elected by the burgh royal be qualified

as above, that the ministry and session, and Presbytery, respectively, do attest him
when his commission is presented to them.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 20, 1720.

—

Act concerning a Book, entitled, The Marrow of Modem
Divinity,

The General Assembly, having had under their consideration the book entitled

"The Marrow of Modern Divinity," reprinted at Edinburgh, anno 1718, with an ample
recommendation prefixed thereto, which they found was dispersed and come into

the hands of many of the people; and having had laid before them the following pas-

sages, collected out of the said book by a committee for preserving the purity of doc-

trine in this Church, appointed by the Commission of the late General Assembly

;

the tenor whereof follows :

—

Concerning the Nature of Faith.

Page 118.—" There is no more for him to do, but only to know and believe that

Christ hath done all for him." Page 119.—"This, then, is perfect righteousness,

—

only to know and believe that Jesus Christ is now gone to the Father, and sitteth

at his right hand, not as a judge, but as made unto you of God wisdom, righteous-

ness, sanctification, and redemption ; wherefore, as Paul and Silas said to the jailor,

so say I unto you, ' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved ;'—that

is, be verily persuaded in your heart that Jesus Christ is yours, and that you shall

have life and salvation by him ; that whatsoever Christ did for the redemption of

mankind, he did it for you." Page 120.—" Forasmuch as the Holy Scripture speaketh
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to all in general, none of us ought to distrust himself, but believe that it doth belong
particularly to himself." The same is asserted, pages 121, 122, 123, 124, 131, 136,
137, 175, 176, 177, and in many other places of the book. This notion of saving
faith appears contrary to Scripture: Isa. 1. 10; Rom. viii. 16; 1 John v. 13; and
to Confess. Cap. xviii. § 1, 3, 4; and to Larger Catechism, Quest. 81, 172; all

•which passages show that assurance is not of the essence of faith, whereas the pas-

sages cited from " The Marrow," &c., appear to assert the contrary, making that saving

faith commanded in the Gospel a man's persuasion that Christ is his, and died for

him ; and that whoever hath not this persuasion or assurance hath not answered the

Gospel call, nor is a true believer.

Of Universal Atonement and Pardon.

Page 108.—" Christ hath taken upon him the sins of all men." Page 119.—" The
Father hath made a deed of gift and grant unto all mankind, that whosoever of

them all shall believe in his Son shall not perish, &c., (?'. e. whosoever believes or is

persuaded that Christ is his ; for this must be the sense according to the former pas-

sages.) Hence it was that Christ said to his disciples, 'Go and preach the Gospel to every

creature under heaven;'—that is. Go and tell every man, without exception, that here

is good news for him ; Christ is dead for him. Even so, our good King, the Lord of

heaven and earth, hath, for the obedience and desert of our good brother, Jesus

Christ, pardoned all our sins." To the same purpose, pages 127 and 128. Here is

asserted an universal redemption as to purchase, contrary to John x. 15, 27, 28, 29;
and XV. 13 and 17 ; Titus ii. 14 ; Confess. Cap. iii. § 6 ; Cap. viii. § 8 ; Larger Cate-

chism, Quest. 59.

Holiness not necessary to Salvation,

From page 150 to page 153.—" And if the Law say good works must be done, and
the commandment must be kept, if thou wilt obtain salvation, then answer you, and
say, I am already saved before thou earnest; therefore, I have no need of thy presence

—

Christ is my righteousness, my treasure, and my work. I confess, O Law ! that I

am neither godly nor righteous ; but this yet I am sure of, that he is godly and righte-

ous for me." Page 185.—" Good works may rather be called a believer's walking in

the way of eternal happiness than the way itself." This doctrine tends to slacken

people's diligence in the study of holiness, contrary to Heb. xii. 14; 2 Thess. ii. 13;
Ephes. ii. 10 ; Isa. xxxv. 8 ; James ii. 20 ; Confess. Cap. xiii. § 1 ; Larger Catechism,

Quest. 32 ; Confess. Cap. xv. § 2.

Fear of Punishment and Hope of Reivard not allowed to be motives of a Believer's

Obedience,

Page 181.—" Would you not have believers to eschew evil and do good, for fear

of hell or hope of heaven ? Answer.—No, indeed ; for so far forth as they do so,

their obedience is but slavish." A great deal more to this purpose is to be seen,

pages 175, 179, 180, 182, 183, 184, and appears contrary to Psalms xlv. II ; Psal.

cxix. 4, 6 ; Exod. xx. 2; James i. 25 ; and ii. 8, 10, 11,12'; 1 Tim.iv. 8 ; Col. iii. 24 ;

Heb. xi. 6,26; Rev. ii. 10; 2 Cor. v. 9, 10, 11 ; Heb. xii. 2, 28, 29; 2 Pet. iii.

14 ; Confess. Cap. xvi. § 2 and 6.

That the Believer is not under the Law as a Rule of Life.

Page 150.—"As the Law is the covenant of works, you are wholly and altogether

set free from it." And, page 151.—"You are now set free both from the commanding
and condemning power of the covenant of works." Page 2 1 6.

—" You will yield obe-

dience to the law of Christ, not only without respect, either to what the law of works

either promiseth or threateneth, but also without having respect to v.'hat the law of

Christ either promiseth or threateneth ; and this is to serve the Lord without fear of

any penalty, which either the law of works or the law of Christ threateneth," Luke i.
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74. See also pages 5, 153, 180, 156, 157, 163, 1 99, 209, 210, contrary to Scripture,

Exod. XX. 2 ; Matth. v. 1 7, &c. ; Rom. iii. 2 1 ; and xiii. 9 ; James i. 25 ; and ii. 8,

10, 11, 12; and Confession, Cap. xix. § 5, 6.

The Sixfollowing Antinomian Paradoxes are fenced and defended by applying to them

that distinction of the Law of Works, and Law of Christ.

Pages 198 and 199.—" \mo, A believer is not under the law, but is altogether de-

livered from it. 2do, A believer doth not commit sin. Ztio, The Lord can see no
sin in a believer, 4^o, The Lord is not angry with a believer for his sins. 5tn, The
Lord doth not chastise a believer for his sins. &to, A believer hath no cause, neither

to confess his sins, nor to crave pardon at the hand of God tor them, neither to fast

nor mourn, nor humble himself before the Lord for them."

Expressions in the Marrow, Sfc.

Page 192.—"A minister that dares not persuade sinners to believe their sins are

pardoned before he see their lives reformed, for fear they should take more liberty to

sin, is ignorant of the mystery of faith." And, page 27.—" Christ undertook to suffer

under the penalty that lay upon man to have undergone." And, page 117— •' The cove-

nant of works was twice made,—first with man, and a second time God was on both

sides." Page 115.—" The law practised his whole tyranny upon the Son of God ; and
because it did so horribly and cursedly sin against his God, it is cursed and arraigned,

and as a thief, and cursed murderer of the Son of God, loseth all his right, and de-

serveth to be condemned ; the law, therefore, is bound, dead, and crucified, to me."'

Page 126.—" Whosoever is married to Christ, and so in him by faith, he is as accept-

able to God the Father as Christ himself" Page 127.—" Audi so shall the love and fa-

vour of God be as deeply insinuated into you as it is into Christ himself" Page 144.—" Whence it must needs follow, thatyou cannot be damned, except Christ be damned
with you, neither can Christ be saved, except ye be saved with him." Pages 145,

146.—" Say unto Christ, with bold confidence, I give to thee, my dear husband, my
unbelief, my mistrust, my pride, my arrogancy, my ambition, my wrath, and anger,

my envy, my covetousness, my evil thoughts, affections, and desires. I make one

bundle of those, and all my other offences, and give them unto thee." 2 Cor. v.

21.—" 'And thus was Christ made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be

made the righteousness of God in him.' " Page 207.—" Nor yet, as touching your

justification and eternal salvation, will he love you ever a whit the less, though you
commit never so many or great sins."

These arc collected out of many other exceptionable positions contained in that

book, which for brevity's sake are omitted.

And the General Assembly having had the said passages, and several others, read

to them from the said book, and having compared them with the texts of Holy Scrip-

ture, articles of our Confession of Faith, and of the Larger C^atechism of this Church,

above cited, the General Assembly found, that the said passages and quotations,

which relate to the five several heads of doctrine above mentioned, arc contrary to

the Holy Scriptures, our Confession of Faith and Catechisms ; and that the distinc-

tion of the law, as it is the law of works, and as it is the law of Christ, as the author

applies it, in order to fence and defend the six Antinomian paradoxes above written,

is altogether groundless ; and that the other expressions above set down, excerpted

out of the said book, are exceedingly harsh and offensive: and, therefore, the General

Assembly do hereby strictly prohibit and discharge ail the ministers of this Church,

either by preaching, writing, or printing, to recommend the said book, or, in dis-

course, to say any thing in favour of it ; but, on the contrary, they are hereby en-

joined and required to warn and exhort their people, in whose hands the said book

is, or may come, not to rend or use the same.
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VI.

Sess. 10, Maij2\, 1720.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders for discussing
divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty
affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint, their

reverend brethren, Messrs William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the CoUeo-e
of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be Commissioners of this General Assembly,
to the effect after mentioned, with power to the said Commission, or their quorum,
which is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the said Commissioners, whereof
twenty-one are always to be ministers, to meet and convene within the Assembly-
House at Edinburgh, the first free day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten
o'clock forenoon, and afterwards, the second Wednesdays of August, November, and
March, next to come, and oftener, when or where they shall think fit and convenient,
with power to the said Commission to choose their own moderator. And suchlike,
the General Assembly fully empowers and authorises their said Commissioners, or
their quorum above mentioned, to cognosce and finally determine as thev shall see
cause, in every matter referred, or that shall be referred to them, by any act or order
of this Assembly, and to do every thing contained in and conform to the instructions

given, or to be given, by this Assembly ; and to advert unto the interests of the
Church on every occasion, that the Church, and present establishment thereof, do not
suffer or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable;
providing this general clause be not extended to particular affairs or processes before
Synods or Presbyteries, that are not of universal concern to or influence upon the
whole Church : And it is hereby appointed, that what shall be determined at one
diet of the said Commission, with relation to private causes, shall be unalterable by
any other diet thereof^ and shall stand and continue in force till disapproven by the
General Assembly. And the General Assembly renews the instructions given by the
General Assembly, 1717, to their Commission, and appoints the same to stand in full

force, as instructions to the Commissioners above named, and to be observed by them
in all points, as if the same were specially therein inserted ; and that they inquire into

the publishing and spreading of books and pamphlets tending toward the promoting
a scheme of opinions inconsistent with our Confession of Faith ; and that the recom-
menders of such books or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether by word
or print, be called before them to answer for such recommendations. And the Com-
mission are empowered to judge in cases of doctrine, that shall be brought before them
by appeals or references from Synods or Presbyteries ; and they are likewise appointed
to take care that impressions of the Holy Scriptures, of the Confession of Faith, and
Catechisms, and of all other books relating to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and
government of this Church, be correct. And the said Commissioners are hereby
strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other matters than what are com-
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned, and in all their actings they are to

proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this National Church, and to do
nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same; declaring, that in and for

all their actuigs they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next General
Assembly, as they shall see cause ; and this Commission is to continue and endure
until another Commission be appointed, and members are requiretl to attend the diets

of the said Commission, and absentees therefrom ordered to be noticed, according to the

17th Act of the General Assembly, 1706. And for the better securing of a quorum,
and attendance of members on the Commission, the General Assembly prohibits the
Presbytery of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries within twelve miles thereof, to meet
any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commission, and such of

the members of these Presbyteries as are on the Commission are required all of them
to give punctual attendance on the diets thereof, and Presbyteries at a greater distance,

who have four or more members on the Commission, are to take care that at least two
of them attend each diet of the same.

3 Y
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VII.

Sess. 10, May 23, 1720, ante meridiem.—Act and Reference against Popery.

The which day, there being brought in from the Committee for Overtures a report

concerning the extraordinary increase of Popery in divers places of this nation, to-

gether with a large and particular memorial of the instances thereof, and an overture

concerning the same ; and the General Assembly having considered the said overture

and memorial, they, in pursuance thereof, did, and hereby do, instruct and empower

their Commission to do what in them lies to prevent the growth of Popery, by direct-

ing and assisting ministers in those bounds where Popery prevails, in applying all

proper ecclesiastical remedies, particularly those prescribed in the 4th Act of the Gene-

ral Assembly, anno 1719, and former acts. And the General Assembly docs appoint

all the ministers of this Church, especially in such corners as there are Papists in, to

preach against the errors of Popery, and deal seriously with Pajiists for their convic-

tion. And, farther, the General Assembly does instruct their said Commission to use

all suitable endeavours to get the civil remedies that are now under consideration

brought to some good issue; and likewise to think upon means to get proper books

against Popery put in the hands of the people in those ])laces where Popery prevails,

or people are in danger of being perverted. And the General Assembly did approve

of the draught of the said memorial against Popery brought in, and appoints the Mo-
derator, in their name, to sign the same, and orders that it be sent to the Secretary

of State, to be laid before his Majesty.

VIII.

Sess. 10, May 23, 1720.

—

Actfor Preaching Catechetical Doctrine, with Directions

therein.

The General Assemblv, considering how much it may conduce unto the establish-

ment of people in the Christian faith, and to the promoting of piety in practice, that

thev be well instructed in the principles of our holy religion ; do, therefore, recommend

to the several ministers of this Church punctually to observe the acts of former Gene-

ral Assemblies for preaching catechetical doctrine ; and that in these their catecheti-

cal sermons they more especially insist upon the great and fundamental truths, ac-

cording to our Confession of Faith and Catechisms, such as that of the Being and

Providence of God, and the Divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, the necessary

doctrine of the ever-blessed Ti'inity in the imity of tlie Godhead ;
particularly, of

the eternal deity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and of the satisfaction to

Divine Justice made by him who is our only propitiation, of regeneration by effica-

cious grace, of free justification through our blessed surety the Lord Jesus Christ, re-

ceived by. faith alone, and of the necessity of a holy life, in order to the obtaining

of everlasting happiness ; and that they be earnest and instant in their prayers to

God, that, through his blessing upon their labours, their flocks may be preserved from

the infections of dangerous errors, and engaged to maintain a conversation that be-

comes the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is God over all, blessed

for ever.

IX.

Sess. 10 et ult. May 23, 1720.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church of Scotland is appointed to

be held at Edinburgh, the second Thursday of May next to come, in the year of our

Lord 1721, being the 11th day of that month.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm

throughout, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by
Jo. DUNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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OVERTURES CONCERNING PLANTING OF VACANT CHURCHES, ESPECIALLY
TANQUAM JURE DEVOLUTO.*

Considering how necessary it is, that Presbyteries be very tender of giving any
ground of complaint in their planting parishes tanquam jure devoluto ; and that any
who judge themselves lesed may have an opportunity of being heard by superior ju-

dicatories, and, if wronged, may be redressed ; and that there were some overtures

concerning this case, transmitted by the General Assembly, in anno 1711, to the se-

veral Presbyteries of this Church, that they might send their remarks thereupon to

the then ensuing General Assembly, before the same should be turned into standing

acts ; but no returns having been made thereto from Presbyteries, by reason of a law

soon after made, restoring to patrons the power of presentation, a grievance which
this Church hath always complained of from the Reformation ; it is therefore over-

tured, that when a parish falleth vacant, the Presbytery in whose bounds it lies shall,

with all diligence, declare and intimate the vacancy, and, if there be no legal elder-

ship settled therein according to the constitution of this Church, the Presbytery shall

not proceed to plant upon the jus devohitum, until they first use all proper means to

establish an eldership, consisting of such a number as has been usual in the parish ;

as also, that before they proceed to plant upon the^w^ devolutum, they shall make in-

timation, from the pulpit of that parish, that the right is devolved upon the Presbytery

;

but that thej' desiring to have the vacancy comfortably planted with the consent of

all concerned, do advertise and invite heritors and elders, or heritors and heads of

families, «here there is not a legal eldership settled, to give in lists to the Presbytery

of such well qualified persons as they incline to call to the holy ministry. If such lists

shall be brought in to the next meeting of the Presbytery, eiLher by the heritors and
elders jointly, or by the heritors apart, or the elders apart, or heads of families, where
there is no legal eldership, then the Presbytery shall appoint one of their number to

preach in that congregation, and moderate in a meeting of the heritors and elders for

choosing one out of the said list to be their minister ; and the moderator of that meet-
ing shall attest a call to him unto whom the plurality of the meeting have given their

suffrages ; providing always, that the majority of the heritors who are well affected,

and do join in conmumion with this Cliurch. do concur in the said call ; as also, that

due and timeous intimation bo made of the day of this meeting, that all concerned

may be advertised to attend the same. The elders likewise should try the inclina-

tions of the heads of families, and persons of good reputation in that parish, and have

regard thereto in their choice of a minister, and where there are no elders, that the

Presbytery sound the inclinations of the people; and if it shall happen that there be

not a majority of heritors wcU affected, and joining in communion with this Church,

concurring in the said call, then the Presbytery shall not proceed to a settlement on
the said call till such heritors be dealt with for their consent and concurrence, or till

the advice of the Synod be had in that case ; and that Synods, in judging of such

cases, shall have special rcgacd to such heritors as are well affected and join in com-

invmion with tl.is Church, as now by law ejtijblishcd ; but if, upon advertisement

given, no lists shall be brought in to the Presbytery from the vacant parish, then the

Presbytery shall make a list of two or three whom they judge well qaaiified and fit

for undertaking the ministry in that parish, and shall order intimation of their list to

be made to the vacant congregation, that any of the congregation may attend the next

meeting of the Presbytery, and show which of these in the Presbytery's list they de-

sire to be their minister, or to object against any of the said list, if they have anything

of moment to offer, or even to add to the said list any other fit person, which addi-

tion the Presbytery shall admit ; and the Presbytery shiiU use means both to know
the inclinations of heritors and people, and to obtain their consent unto the person

they most incline to, before they give a Presbyterial call to one in the list proposed
;

and" if, after all pains taken, and dealing with the heritors, elders, and ])eoplc of the

vacant parish, in order to tlieir comfortable setdement, witli their own good liking

and consent, there be no hope of success, then the Presbytery may proceed to the

* In reference to this and the folloi\ing overture, see Act 5, Assembly 1721

—

Ed. 1843.
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said settlement ; but if any of the heritors, elders, or heads of fiimilies, or persons of

good reputation in the parish, do compear before the Presbytery, and offer objec-

tions against the person to be settled, either as to his orthodoxy, literature, life

and conversation, or other ministerial qualifications, the Presbytery, before they

proceed to the settlement, shall take trial of the said objections ; and if any difficulty

03cur, or that there appear any heat or division in the parish about a call, the Pres-

bytery shall not proceed until they have the advice and direction of the Synod, and
shall acquaint the parish, that they may attend the Synod to hear their determina-

tion ; or if there be any appeal from the Pi'esbytery's procedure, they shall sist the

foresaid settlement till the time appointed for the next meeting of the Synod or the

General Assembly appealed to ; and if the appellants do not then insist in their ap-

peal, the Presbytery may proceed as if the same had never been made ; but if the

appellants do insist, then the judicatory appealed to shall discuss tlie same without

delay, and give sentence therein as they shall see cause ; and if there be a further

appeal from the Synod to the General Assembly, the foresaid settlement shall like-

wise stop until the time appointed for the meeting of the next General Assembly,

tmless the appellants do pass from the said appeal : But because some persons, from

a litigious and disaffected humour, may oppose the settlement of a vacant church, and
appeal, with a design to continue the vacancy for some time longer; therefore, to

prevent this, that it be declared, that unless those who do oppose the planting of any

vacant parish do timeously give in, in writing, under their hands, objections against

the settlement designed, and give in also the reasons of their appeal within ten days

after the entering of it, in manner appointed by the Acts of the General Assembly, the

same shall not be regarded, nor the appeal received ; but the settlement designed shall

go on, as if the objections and appeal bad never been made; and the judicatory shall

intimate this to the objectors or a]ipellants at making the said objections or appeals.

Liisdv, That in case of vacant kirks in royal burghs, the magistrates and town coun-

cil, ministers, and elders, of the burgh, be the electors ; but where a part of the

parish belongs lo the landwaiil, the heritors and ciders of that part of the vacant

parish are to join in the election and calling of the ministers to supply these vacan-

cies, according to use and wont.

Overtures concerning Kirh-Sessions and Presbyteries.

The General Assembly, having had under consideration the Overtures concerning
Kirk-sessiuns and Presbyteries, transmitted Ijy the late Commission, with the ob-
servations and remarks of several Presbyteries thereupon ; but finding that divers|Pres-

byteries had not had time maturely to consider these overtures, the Assembly did,

and hereby do, continue the foresaid overtures under the consideration of Presbyteries

till the next Ge leral Assembly, and appoints Presbyteries to send up iheir remarks and
opinion upon them to the next General Assembly; and because the meaning and
intention of divers passages in them hath been mistaken and understood differently

from the sense of the Commission and their committee, therefore, to prevent any
mistakes which may be entertained, the General Assembly have, from the remarks
of Presbyteries, made some amendments and explanations, as follows, viz. :—Page
5, line 13.—That the words (" Foundation of the Presbyterian government") be trans-

posed to line 7, after " God's Word."

Page 8, parag. 4.—The first three lines are to be deleted, and to run thus,—" The
General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration," &c.

Page 11, line 3—These words (" which are hereby allowed to continue") to be
deleted.

Page 11.—In place of paragraph 8, read, " The kirk -sessions are to meet at such
times as arc most convenient for the well ordering of the affairs of their congre-
gations."

The ministers and elders ought always to study harmony and unanimity ; but if

any question fall out in a session in matters of discipline to be executed by the mi-
nister, nothing should be concluded, unless it be agreed to by the minister and plu-
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ralltj of elders, till the Presbytery give their advice and direction thereupon. And
in a collegiate session, where there are two ministers, one of them agreeing w ith the
majority of the elders, or both, with half of the elders, shall decide a cause ; if more
ministers than two, then a majority of both ministers and elders, or an equal half of
ope agreeing with the majority of the other, is necessary for a decisive sentence in
matters of discipline, to be executed as above. In matters concerning the relief of
the poor, the deacons have an equal vote with the elders.

And the General Assembly, considering that it is but in some few burghs where
general sessions are, and that the Presbyteries in whose bounds these burghs He
have most access to know the constitution and practice of the General Sessions ; the
General Assembly do therefore recommend to the respective Presbyteries in whose
bounds these burghs are, to inquire into the constitution and practice of the seid
General Sessions, and report to the ne.xt General Assembly.

Nota.—The foresaid overtures having been already laid before the several Pres-
byteries in print, it was thought not needful to print them again this year,
and send them to Presbyteries a second time.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY II, I72I.

Sess. \, May 11, 1721.

—

Act appointing the King's Commission to John Earl of
Rothes to be Recorded.

The General Assemblv, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, Mug 11, 1721.— The King's most graciotis Letter to the General Assemblv,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

May 13, 1721.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

«$««. 6, May VI, 1721.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders for discussing

divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint,

their reverend brethren, Messrs Thomas Black, at Perth, their Moderator, &c. ; to be
Commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effect after mentioned, with power to

the said Commission, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty-

one of the said Commissioners, whereof twenty-one are always to be ministers, to

meet and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first free day after

the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten of the clock forenoon, and afterwards the
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second Wednesdays of August, November, and March, next to come, and oftener,

when or where they shall think fit and convenient, with power to the said Commis-
sion to choose their own moderator. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully

empowers and authorises their said Commissioners, or their quorum above mentioned,

to cognosce and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred,,

or that shall be referred, to them by any act or order of this Assembly, and to do

every thing contained in and conform to the instructions given, or to be given, by

this AssemlDly, and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that

the Church, and present establishment thereof, do not suffer or sustain any prejudice

which they can prevent, as they will be answerable
;
providing this general clause be

not extended to particular affairs, or processes before Synods or Presbyteries, that are

not of universal concern to or influence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby

appointed, that what shall be determined at one diet of the said Commission, with

relation to private causes, shall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall

stand and continue in force till disapproven by the General Assembly. And the

General Assembly renews the instructions given by the General Assembly, 1717, to

their Commission, and appoints the same to stand in full force, as instructions to.

the Commissioners above named, and to be observed by them in all points, as if the

same were specially herein inserted ; and that they inquire into the publishing and

spreading of books and pamphlets tending toward the promoting a scheme of opi-

nions inconsistent with our Confession of Faith ; and that the recommenders of

such books or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether by word or

print, be called before them,, to answer for such recommendations. And, further,

the said Commission is hereby empowered to receive any references and appeals

that shall be made to them from Synods and Presbyteries in matters of doctrine

;

and, particularly, to take under consideration the representation presented to tliis

Assembly by Mr James Hog Jand others, about the book, entitled. The Marrow
of Modern Divinity, and to call the subscribers of that representation before them

or their committees, and ripen and prepare these matters concerning doctrine for

the next Assembly, but not to give a final decision therein. Likewise, to take

care that the impressions of the Holy Scriptures, the Confession of Faith, and Ca-

techisms, and such books as are authorised by this Church, relating to the doc-

trine, worslijp, discipline, and government thereof, be correct, and to give direc-

tions about printing the same. They are also appointed at their first meeting to

take under consideration all the representations of the growth of Popery within,

the bofinds of this National Church, and of Jacobite meetings therein, which

have been brought up to this and former Assemblies or Commissions thereof, or

that may be ftirther offered to this Commission, and to apply to the government

for a proper remedy and speedy redress. And the said Commissioners are hereby,

strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other matters than what are

committed and referred to them as above mentioned ; and in all their actings they arc

to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this National Church, and do

nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same; declaring, that in and for

all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next General

Assemblv, as they shall see cause ; and this Commission is to continue and endure

imtil another Commission be appointed, and members are required to attend the

diets of the said Commission, and absentees therefrom ordered to be noticed, according

to the I7th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1706. And for the better securing of

a quorum, and attendance of members on the Commission, the General Assembly

prohibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries within twelve miles

thereof, to meet anv of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Com-
mission ; and such of the members of these Presbyteries as are on the Commission,

are required all of them to give punctual attendance on the diets thereof, and Pres-

byteries at a greater distance, who have four or more members on the Commission,,

are to take care that at least two of them attend each diet of the same.
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Sess. 6 et ult.. May 17, 1721.

—

Act and Resolution about the Overtures concerning:

Kirk-Sessions and Presbyteries, and Planting Vacant Churches.

The General Assembly, finding that the plurality of Presbyteries who have sent
their remarks upon the " Overtures concerning the Kirk-Sessions and Presbyteries,"

and "concerning the Planting of Vacant Churches, tanquamjure devoluto,'" are not for

passing them into acts at this time ; therefore, this Assembly does unanimously agree
and resolve not to pass the foresaid overtures into acts ; and further, they declare and
appoint that before the foresaid overtures be passed into acts by any subsequent As-
sembly, they shall be again transmitted by the General Assembly to the several Pres-
byteries, iu order to have their opinion thereupon.

VI.

Sess. 6 et ult., May 17, 1721.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church of Scotland is appointed to

be held at Edinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May, 1722 years, being the tenth
day of that month.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm, and
pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DUNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 10, 1722.

Sess. 1, May 10, 1722.— The King's Commission to Hugh Earl of Loudoun produced,

and ordered to be Recorded.

The General Assembly of the ministers and ruling elders of this National Church

being convened and constituted, there was produced to them, by the Right Honourable

Hugh Earl of Loudoun, his Majesty's Commission, sealed with the seal appointed by

the Treaty of Union betwixt the two kingdoms of Scotland and England to be kept

and used in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, appointing him his

Majesty's High Commissioner and Representative in this National Assembly ; which

Commission being pubhcly read with all due honour and respect, the General As-

sembly ordered the same to be recorded in theii- registers, ad futuram rei memo-

riam, the tenor whereof follows :

—

Georgius, &c.
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n.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 10, 1722.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved.

We greet you well. The Church of Scotland have given us so many proofs of their

steady adherence to the Protestant succession in our family, their loyalty and affec-

tion to our person and government, and their constant zeal for the Protestant inte-

rest in general—which neither the force and violence of our open enemies, nor the

artful contrivances of factious and ill-designing men, have been able to alter—that we
do, with great cheerfulness, countenance your General Assembly at this time, being

fully persuaded, from your prudent and dutiful behaviour upon former occasions, that

you will now meet with the same good disposition, and behave yourselves with the

same temper and unanimity in this present Assembly.

We take this opportunity of renewing to you the assurances we have so often given

heretofore of our unalterable resolution to maintain the established government of the

Church of that part of our kingdom of Great Britain in the full enjoyment of all

their rights and privileges.

We have made choice of our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin and council-

lor, Hugh Earl of Loudoun, to be our Commissioner, and to represent our royal per-

son in this present Assembly, being confident that his known concern for the Church,
as well as zeal for our service, will render him acceptable to you.

As we have nothing more at heart than the promoting true religion and piety,

the preserving the peace and public tranquillity both in Church and State, and pre-

venting the growth of Popery, you may most firmly assure yourselves of our ready
and cheerful concurrence in promoting those good and glorious ends ; to which end,

I must recommend it to you to be upon your guard against the practices of such as

shall endeavour to create unhappy divisions among you ; there being nothing that

can tend more to your honour and welfare than concord and brotherly love. And
so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 18th day of April 1722, in the 8th year of

our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,
Carteret.

IIL

Sess. 3, Mag 12, 1722.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

This new opportunity we have of meeting in a General Assembly, honoured with

the renewed assurances, in so ample a manner, of your Majesty's royal favour, lays us

under the strongest ties of gratitude to our gracious God, and the most dutiful sense

of your Majesty's great goodness.

The inviolable obligations we are under to do our utmost to preserve our holy re-

ligion would have rendered us inexcusable, if we had neglected any opportunity, in

the most difficult times, to give proof of our hearty zeal for the Protestant interest,

the succession to the crown of those dominions in your Majesty's royal family,

and of our most cordial affection to your Majesty's person and government, whose
interests are so inseparably connected with those of the reformed churches : And
we hope, from the assistance of our God, that neither force and violence of open ene-
mies, nor the artful contrivance of factious and ill-designing men, shall be able to

divert us from those principles of loyalty which, by the blessing of God, we have
hitherto pursued.



1722. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 545

The approbation your Majesty is graciously pleased to give of our behaviour on
former occasions, as dutiful and prndent, is an additional engagement to the ties

which our interest, and regard to our character bring us under, to behave ourselves

in this our present Assembly with the greatest temper and unanimity we are capable

of.

We do humbly rely upon your Majesty's most gracious and repeated assurances

of your unalterable resolution to maintain the Established Church of Scotland in

the full enjoyment of all their rights and privileges; and do esteem your Majesty's

royal favour, and the succession to the crown in your royal family, as our greatest

security under God.

The Earl of Loudoun's known concern for this Church, in which he follows the

example of his noble ancestors, as well as his zeal for your Majesty's service, ren-

der your Majesty's choice of him to represent your royal person in this Assembly
most acceptable to us.

The care your Majesty hath showed, in your wise and just administration ever

since your happy accession to the crown, for preserving of peace and the public

trantjuillity, both in Church and State, your Majesty's having so much at heart the

promoting true religion, and preventing the growth of Popery, together with your
gracious assurances of your royal concern for the advancement of the same good
and glorious ends, leave us no ground to doubt that your Majesty will favourably

countenance such methods as may tend to the preventing the growth of Popery, the

increase of which, we humbly believe, is dangerous to the interests of your Majesty's

government, as well as to those of our holy religion.

We are firmly resolved, through the grace of our God, in order to the promoting

those great and good ends which your Alajesty is pleased to recommend unto us, to

be upon our guard against the practices of such as shall endeavour to create un-
liappy divisions among us ; being fully persuaded that nothing can tend more to

the welfare and honour of this Church than concord and brotherly love.

That God may eminently bless your Majesty with all spiritual blessings in Christ,

and long preserve you to reign over a people sensible of their own happiness, and to

be a support to all the Protestant Churches of Europe ; that he may plentifully

pour out his blessings upon their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of

VValcs, and their royal issue; that when, after a long and prosperous reign, you
shall receive an immortal crown in heaven, you may have successors to the latest

posterity, worthy of yourself, and possessed of your royal virtues, to inherit your
crown, is the constant, earnest, and fervent prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Ruling Elders

met in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Mitchell, Moderator,

IV.

Sess. 4, May 14, 1722.

—

Actfor the better Observation of Fasts and Thanksyivings.

The General Assembly, for the more exact observation of the 7th Act of the Ge-

neral Assembly, 1710, concerning fasts and thanksgivings, do appoint and ordain

the several Presbyteries within this National Church, at their first meeting after

every public fast or thanksgiving, whether appointed by the Church or the supreme

magistrate, to call the several brethren within their bounds to an account how they

have observed the foresaid fasts or thanksgivings, and to record their diligence

lierein in their books. And the General Assembly does likewise enjoin the several

Synods, at their revising of Presbytery books, and at their privy censures, in case the

Presbytery book be not brought up to them, or be not so for filled up as their diet

after the foresaid fasts or thanksgivings, to take particular notice how the said 7th

Act of the General Assembly, anno 1710, and this present Act, have been observed

3 z
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by the said Presbyteries, and the several ministers therein : and appoints the Synods

likewise to record their diUgence herein in their books.

V.

Sess. 7, May 17, 1722.

—

Act in favour of Lithuanian Students.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the distressed state

of the Protestants in the great Duchy of Lithuania, for whom the Church of Scot-

land hath made lately a liberal contribution ; and having also under their considera-

tion a letter to the Assembly from the Protestant Synod in these parts, petitioning

them to the effect underwritten ; do, for the further support of their Protestant

brethren in these parts, appoint and ordain that the bursaries of the Synod of Lo-

thian and Tweeddale, one whereof Synodical and three Presbyterial, that have been

employed for maintaining of students having the Irish language, be, at the term of

Martinmas 1723, applied for the maintenance of two Lithuanian students, to be

educated at the University of Edinburgh ; and do appoint Mr James Young of Kil-

licantie to be collector of the said bursaries. And in case any of the Highland bursars,

who at present enjoy the said bursaries, their time of four years from the commence-
ment of their bursaries be not run out at the foresaid term of Martinmas 1723, the

General Assembly hereby recommend to the Commissions of the Assemblies of this

Church to take care that the said Lithuanian students be otherwise provided in the

meantime ; and, for that end, they hereby discharge the several Synods to supply

any of the Highland bursaries that shall happen to fall vacant before that time, to the

end that there may be room for providing such as are to give place to tlie foresaid

Lithuanians. And the General Assembly appoints the produce of these four bur-

saries to be divided betwixt them by equal proportions
;
providing always, that none

shall be received from Lithuania, as bursars, but such as shall be attested and recom-

mended by the Protestant Synod there. And the General Assembly ordains the

premises to be intimate to the King of Prussia's resident at the Court of Great

Britain, and to the Reverend Mr Boguslaus Kopijewicz, minister of the Gospel at

Vilna, in Lithuania, that they may acepiaint the foresaid Protestant Synod of Lithu-

ania of this resolution of the General Assembly. And the General Assembly do

resolve that no other alteration shall be made at present, as to the bursaries appointed

by former Acts of Assembly, to be employed for maintenance of students having the

Lrish language.

VI.

Sess. 8, May 18, 1722^

TO TUE king's most EXCELLENT MAJESTY',

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

The duty we owe to our merciful God ; our concern for the advancement of the

kingdom of our blessed Saviour ; the regards we liave to the interests of your Ma-
jesty's goverimient ; the just abhorrence we have alwavs maintained of such principles

and actions as may tend to the subversion of that happy constitution we now enjoy,

bring us under an indispensable necessity of representing to your Majesty the lament-

able increase of Popery, and pernicious practices of Komish priests and emissaries,

their encouragers and abettors ; and, with all humble duty, to beseech your Majesty

to apply an effectual and speedy remedy.

It must be matter of inexpressible grief to us, who are office-bearers in the House
of God, to observe, that since this nation and Church was delivered in so remarkable

a manner by the immediate hand of Divine Providence, in bringing about the glorious

Revolution, from the dangers that then threatened them ; and even since that blessing

was renewed, and the security of our religion and liberties more strongly confirmed
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by your Majesty's happy accession to the throne, and the settlement of the crown in
your royal Protestant family, the num])er, not only of Papists, but of Popish bishops,
priests, and Jesuits, is so greatly increased in several parts of this nation, who take
upon them, notwithstanding of the many good laws made for preventing the growth
of Popery, in contempt thereof, and in defiance of your Majesty's authority, openly
to assemble in great numbers, for hearing and saying of mass, for dispensing of sacra-

ments in their idolatrous manner ; and that those bishops and priests do presume to

exercise the functions of their several offices with avowed freedom and insolence ;;

that seminaries are openly erected and maintained in the remoter parts of the kino--

dom, for educating of youth in the principles of Romish error and superstition ; that

numbers of those, whose genius and capacity seem to distinguish them from others,

are carried abroad to foreign parts, in order to be further confirmed and instructed in

those pernicious and damnable doctrines, which are equally dangerous to our holy
religion and the foundations of your Majesty's government ; and when they arc fully

poisoned with the principles of idolatry and arbitrary power, and many of them,
clothed with the character of priesthood, do return into your Majesty's dominions,
and exercise the utmost power and diligence in perverting your Majesty's subjects

from the true reformed Protestant faith, and from that loyalty and affection to your
Majesty, which love to liberty, and a due regard to the peace of their country, ought
to engage them to promote ; of which we have transmitted more particular accounts

to your principal Secretary of State, in order to be laid before your Majesty.

Those violations of the public laws, and attempts to undermine our constitution in

Church and State, seem the more extraordinary, that they appear to be countenanced
by persons of considerable power, influence, and distinction, some of whom owe their

all to your Majesty's great goodness and clemency ; and that they arc not only done
in the remoter corners of the kingdom, bat that very open meetings for idolatrous

worship are commonly held within the liberties of this city, where now we have
the happiness to meet, under your Majesty's protection and favour.

We cannot presume to lay open all the various causes of these growing evils ; but,,

as the enemies of our constitution must perceive the absolute inconsistency that is

betwixt the Romish tenets and those principles upon which our present establish-

ment in Church and State is founded, this, no doubt, hath rendered them more
assiduous, since the Revolution and your Majesty's happy accession to the crown,
in diffusing their poison ; which they have the more easy access to do, by reason of
the great extent of the northern country, the small number of churches, the utter

inactivity of inferior judges in executing the laws against Popery, and the many
defects which yet appear in these laws; which we, with great humility, apprehend
does render it necessary that some further laws on that subject should be enacted,

and that a more effectual method of executing them be provided than that which
the ordinary course of proceedings, as the law now stands, does afford ; which we-

humbly submit to your Majesty's great wisdom.
We embrace this opportunity of laying those particulars before your Majesty,

when you have been graciously pleased to declare, that you have repeated and un-

questionable advices of the designs of your undutiful subjects, in concert with traitors

abroad, to raise a rebellion against your Majesty, in your kingdom of Great Britain

;

the rather that we apprehend those unnatural and traitorous conspiracies are the

native produce of a Popish influence, and of the practices of Romish emissaries, con-

nived at by others, inexcusable Protestants, who cannot but perceive, that as the .

security of our religion and liberty does, under God, in the strongest manner depend
upon the safety of your Majesty's person and government, so the increase of Popery
is a proper step towards the endangering of both.

We beg leave, heartily, to declare our thankfulness to our gracious God for this

new proof of his goodness towards this Church and nation, in blessing your Ma-
jesty's councils and prudent administration with a happy discovery of the wicked

designs of your undutiful and ungrateful subjects, and to testify our utter detestation

of their horrid and bloody resolutions ; and to assure your Majesty that no fear,

either of open violence or secret wicked attempts whatsoever, shall, through the bless-

ing of God, be able to divert us from an inviolable loyalty, and from that care and
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diligence incumbent upon us to impress the minds of your subject?, according to

our several capacities and stations, with the principles of true religion, and ot af-

fection to your Majesty's person and interests, and with a due sense of the happiness

they are blessed with, under so mild, so prudent, and careful an adminislration.

That God may long preserve your Majesty for the protection of this, and comfort of

all Protestant Churches; that he may turn the councils of your enemies into folly, and

return their wicked devices upon their own heads; that he may establish the succession

to the crown of these dominions in your roj'al family to the latest ages; and, after a pros-

perous and easy reign, crown you with eternal blessings, is the most fervent prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, atid at our aypoinlment, by
Wii.i,. jSIiTCUEi.i., Moderator.

VII.

Sess. Id,May 21, 1722.

—

Act concerning Doctrine, covjirming and expluiniiif/ the Acta

5th and 8th oj'the General Assembly, anno 1720.

The General Assembly, having taken under their consideration a representation

and petition, signed by twelve ministers of this Church, and craving that the 5tli

Act of the General Assembly, 1720, concerning a book, entitled, " The Marrow of

Modern Divinity," might be repealed ; and the several heads and articles of the said

representation having been read in presence of the Committee of Overtures, where

all the members of Assembly were desired to be present and declare their opinion ;

and the subscribing brethren having been fully heard upon the same before them,

find, that the said brethren in their representation do lay a grievous and heavy

charge against the General Assembly, anno 17^0, and load with foul reproaches their

5th Act, wherein they censure some erroneous passages, and harsh and offensive ex-

pressions in that book, called " The Marrow of Modern Divinity ;" and also their

8th Act, wherein they direct ministers, in preaching catechetical doctrine, to insist

upon the great and fundamental truths, according to our (Confession of Faith and

Catechisms: Such reproaches arc these following, viz., " That by the said 5th Act

Gospel truth hath suffered : That in finding fault with this doctrine of the Marrow,

viz., ' That the believer is not under tho law as a rule of life,' from several pas-

saores of the said hook, the Assembly doth sn))pose, ' That a man cannot be under

the law as a rule of life, unless he be under the covenant of works : That the declar-

ino- that distinction of the law, as it is the law of works, and as it is the law of Christ,

to be groundless, as the author senses and ap])lics it, page 198, 199, ' is of dismal tend-

ency ; and that the Assembly seems to them to have buried divers truths in the ruins

of that distinction :' That, when the Assembly cites the Marrow, from page 1 50 to page

153, to show the erroneous opinion of its author, viz.,—that holiness is not necessary

to salvation,
—

' they have hereby condemned, in cumido, a bundle of sweet and plea-

sant Gospel truths, and cut off and condemned the believer's plea in the case of justi-

fication, in answer to the demands of the law :' That by censuring the Marrow, for

•making a man's persuasion, that Christ is his, and died for him, to be that saving

faith commanded in the Gospel, ' the Assembly hath excluded from the nature of

faith its aiiprojnialing act, without which there can be no receiving and closing with

Christ for salvation ; and thereby turned it into that general doubtsome faith, abjured

in our National Covenant :' That by adducing that passage of the Marrow con-

cerning a deed of gift to all mankind, to prove that its author was for a universal

atonement and pardon, ' the Assembly hath encroached upon the Divine warrant

imto all to receive Christ, and also upon sovereign grace : That this act of Assembly

hath so opened the sluice, unto the turning of religion into mere morality, that, if

remedy be not timely provided, this matter must terminate in a confounding of the

law :!n,l the gospel : and Uiat the Assembly, in this act, hath showed too great con-
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cern for binding on the necks of believers in Clirist the yoke of the law, as a cove-

nant of works:' That in the above mentioned 8th Act, wherein the General As-
sembly directs ministers, in preaching catechetical sermons, to insist especially upon
the necessary doctrine of satisfaction to Divine justice, made by Jesus Christ, who is

our only propitiation, and of free justification through our blessed surety, the Lord
Jesus Christ, received by faith alone, ' the Assembly hath winded up the great

doctrine of justification in such terms as give shelter to the erroneous doctrine of

justification for something wrouglu in or done by the sinner, as his righteousness, or

keeping the new and Gospel law.' And that, in the same act, the Assembly's di-

recting ministers to preach the necessity of a holy life, in order to the obtaining

everlasting happiness, ' is of very dangerous consequence to the doctrine of free

grace'

"

All which, the General Assembly cannot but look upon to be injurious and undu-

tiful aspersions cast upon the supreme judicatory of this Church, who, in these two

tjiuuTcllcd acts, have given an open and evident proof of their true zeal for maintain-

ing the received Gospel truths, and of their sincere concern for preserving this

Church from the infection of the opposite errors. And the General Assembly finds,

that the said Assemby, 1720, in these acts, had no design to recede from the received

doctrine of this Church, nor by them have done injury to truth, nor given counte-

nance to error, as they are charged with ; and that the ;iccusers themselves, by the ac-

cusations they have advanced, and by standing up in defence of that book, so justly

censured, have laid themselves open to be suspected of favouring too much the er-

rors contained in it. And, in vindication of the said two acts of Assembly, and for

wiping off the above mentioned injurious aspersions, and for preserving the purity of

Gospel truths received in this Church, and in opposition to the Antinomian errors

censured in that book called " The Marrow of Modern Divinity," (the defence where-

of is so keenly espoused by the subscribers of the Representation,) the General As-

sembly have thought fit to declare, and they hereiiy do declare, that they own and
maintain, agreeable to the holy Scriptures, the received doctrine of this Church con-

tained in our Confession of Faith and Catechisms ; and, particularly, they assert, in

the express words of our Confession and Catechisms :

—

1. Conccridng the Covenants of Works and of Grace.—" That the first covenant made
with man was a covenant of works, whei'ein life was promised to Adam, and, in him,

to his posterity, upon condition ofperfect and personal obedience. That man, by his

fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to

make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace, wherein he freely offereth

unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith, as the con-

dition to interest them in him, and promising to give unto all those that are orcLained

unto life his Holy Spirit, to make them willing and able to believe."—Confess. Cliap.

vii. § 2, 3 ; Larger Catechism, Quest. 32.

2. Concernijig the Mediator, and the extent ofhis purchase—" That it pleased God,

in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son,

to be the Mediator between God and man. That the Lord Jesus, by his perfect

obedience, and sacrifice of himself, hath fully satisfied the justice of his Father, and

purchased not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of

heaven for all those whom the Father hath given unto him. To all those for whom
Christ hath purchased redemption, he doth certainly and effectually apply and com-

municate the same."—Confess. Chap. viii. § 1, 5, 8. " And they are in time, by the

Holy Ghost, enabled to believe in Christ, according to the Gospel."—Larger Cate-

chism, Quest. 5.

3. Concerning Free Justification.—" That them whom God effectually calleth, he

also freely justifieth, not by infusing righteousness into them, but by pardoning their

sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous; not for anything

wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone : Not by-imputing faith

itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience to them, as their right-

eousness, but by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them ; they

receiving and resting on him and his righteousness by faith alone, which faith they
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have, not of themselves, it is the gift of God."—Confess. Chap. xi. § 1 ; Larger Ca-
techism, Quest. 70.

4. Concerning Justifying Faith,, and its appropriating act.—" That the grace of

faith, whereby the elect are enable to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work
of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts. Its principal acts are,—accepting, receiving,

and resting upon Christ alone, for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by vir-

tue of the cwenant ofgrace."—Confess. Chap. xiv. § 1, 2. " That justifying faith is

a saving grace wrought in the heart of a shiner by the Spu'it and Word of God,
whereby, he being convinced of his sin and misery, and of the disability in himself,

and all other creatures, to recover him out of his lost condition, not only asscnteth

unto the truth of the promise of the Gospel,, but receiveth and restcth upon Christ,

and his righteousness therein held forth, for pardon of sin, and for the accepting and
accounting of his person righteous in the sight of God for salvation. That it is an

instrument whereby he receiveth and applieth Christ and his righteousness."— Lar-

ger Catechism, Quest. 72, 73. " That this faith is different in degrees,—weak or

strong,—growing up in many to the attainment of a full assurance through Christ."

—Confess. Chap, xiv, § 3. " That such as truly believe in Christ, and endeavour

to walk in all good conscience before him, may, without extraordinary revelation, by
faith, grounded upon the truth of God's promises, and by the Spirit enabling to dis-

cern in themselves those graces to which the promises of life are made, and bearing

witness with their spirits that they are the children of God, be infallibly assured that

they are in a state of grace, and shall persevere therein unto salvation ; that this in-

fallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but that a true believer

may wait long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he be made partaker of it.

And that assurance of grace and salvation not being of the essence of faith, true be-

lievers may wait long before they obtain it.. One who doubteth of his being in Christ

may have true interest in Christ, though he be not yet assured thereof."—Confess,

Chap, xviii. § 1, 3.; Larger Catechism, Quest. 80, 81,. 172.

5. Concerning the Believer's- plea for acceptance with God, and title to eternal

life, against the demands of the Into and justice.-.—"That Christ, by his obedience

and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are thus justified, and did

make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to his Father's justice in their behalf."-

—

Confess. Chap. xi. § 3. " And although Christ, by his obedience and death, did

make a proper,, real, and full satisfaction to God's justice in behalf of them that are

justified; yet, inasmuch as God accepteth the satisfaction from a surety, which he

might have demanded of them, and did provide this surety, his own only SoUj im-

puting his righteousness to them, and requiring nothing of them, for their justifica-

tion, but faith,, which also is his- gift, their justification is to them of free grace.. That
faith justifies a sinner in the sight of God, not because of those other graces which

do always accompany it, or of good works, that are the fruits of it; nor as if the grace

of faith, or any act thereof, were imputed to him for his justification, but only as it is

an instrument, by which he receiveth and applieth Christ an4 his righteousness."

—

Larger Catechism, Quest. 71, 73. " That, repentance is not to be rested in, as any

satisfaction for sin, or any cause of the pardon thereof."—Confess, (^hap. xv. § 3.

" That we cannot, by our best works, merit pardon of sin or eternal life at the hand

of God,"—Confess. Chap. xvi. § 5. " They that are regenerated, and believe in

Christ, are delivered from the Moral Law, as a covenant of works, so as thereby they,

are neither justified nor condemned."—Larger Catechism, Quest. 97; Confess. Chap.

xix. § 6.

6. Concerniyig: the standing, obligation of the Moral Law in the dispensation of
grace, and the necessity, of personal holiness and good loorks, in order to the obtain-

ing the enjoyment of eternal salvation.—"That the Law, after man's fall, continued

to be a perfect rule of righteousness, and as such was delivered by God upon Mount
Sinai, in the Ten; Commandments. That the Moral Law doth for ever bind all, as

well justified persons as others, to the obedience thereof; and that not only in regard

of the matter contained in it, but also in respect of the authority of God, the Creator,

who gave it. Neither doth Christ, in the Gospel, any way dissolve, but much
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strengthen this obHgation."— Confess. Chap. xix. § 2, 5. « That it is likewise of great

use to the regenerate to restrain their corruptions, in that it forbids sin ; and the

threatenings of it serve to show what even their sins deserve. The promises of it. in

like manner, show them God's approbation of obedience, and what blessings they
may expect upon the performance thereof, although not as due to them by the law
as a covenant of woi-ks ; so a man's doing good, and refraining from evil, because the

law encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the other, is no evidence of his be^

ing under the law, and not under grace. Neither are the forementioned uses of the

Law contrary to the grace of the Gospel, but do sweetly comply with it."

—

Ibid. § 6,

7. " That they who are effectually called and regenerated, having a new heart and a

new spirit created in them, are further sanctified, really and personally—and morc
and more quickened and strengthened in all saving graces, to the practice of true

holiness, ' without which no man shall see the Lord.' "—Confess. Chap. xiii. § 1-.

" That God promiseth and giveth his Holy Spirit to all the elect, to enable them to

all holy obedience, as the evidence of the truth of their faith and thankfulness to

God, and as the way which he hath appointed them to salvation."—Larger Cate~

chism. Quest. 32. " That good works, done in obedience to Ood's commandment,
are the fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith, and by them believers manifest

their thankfulness. That having their fruit unto holiness, they may have the end
eternal life."—Confess, Chap. xvi. § 2.

7. Concerning the desert of Sin, and ntcessity of Repentance, in order to remis'

sion.—" That as there is no sin so small but it deserves damnation ; so there is no
sin so great that it can bring damnation upon those who truly repent."— Confes-

sion, Chap. XV. § 4. " That every sin, even the least, being against the sovereignty,

goodness, and holiness of God, and against his righteous law, deserveth his wrath and
curse, both in this life, and that which is to come, and cannot be expiated but by the

blood of Christ."—Larger Catechism, Quest. 152. "That repentance unto life is

an evangelical grace, the doctrine whereof is to be preached by every minister of the

gospel, as well as that of faith in Christ ; and it is of such necessity to all sinners,

that none may expect pardon without it."—Confession, Chap. xv. § 1, -3. " That
"we may escape the wrath and curse of God due to us, by reason of the transgression

of the law, he requireth of us repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ."—Larger Catechism, Quest. 153.

8. Concerning Believers' Sins, their confessing them, begging pardon, and 'hurrthling

themselves before the Lordfor them.—" That althotigh true believers be not under the

law as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified or condcnmcd ; yet it is of great nse

to them, as well as to others, in that, as a rule of life, informing them ofthe will of God
and their duty, it directs and binds them to walk accordingly ; discovering also the sin-

ful pollution of their nature, hearts, and Uves, so as, examining tliemselves therebv, they

may come to further conviction of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin. And the

threatenings of it serve to show what even their sins deserve, and what afflictions in this

life they may expect for them, although freed from the curse thereof threatened in the

law."—Confession, Chap. xix. § 6. " That every man is bound to make private c<m-

fession of his sins to God, praying for the pardon thereof; upon which, and the for-

saking them, he shall find mercy."—Confession, Chap. xv. § 6. "That in the fifth pe-

tition, (which is. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,) acknowledging, that

we and all others are guilty both of original and actual sin, and thereby become
debtors to the justice of God, we pray for ourselves and othei-s, that God, of his

free grace, would, through the obedience and satisfaction of Christ, apprehended and
applied by faith, acquit us both from the guilt and punishment of sin, accept us in his

Beloved, continue his favour and grace to us, pardon our daily failings, and fill us with

peace and joj', in giving us daily more and more assurance of forgiveness."—Larger
Catechism, Quest. 194. "That in the fifth petition, we pray that God, for Christ's

sake, would freely pardon all our sins, which we arc the rather encouraged to ask,

because by his grace we are enabled from the heart to forgive others."—Shorter Ca-
techism, Quest. 105. " That God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are

justified ; and although they can never fall frofn the state of justification, yet they

™'iyj by their sins, fall under God's Fatherly displeasure, and not have the light of his



552 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1722.

countenance restored unto them, nntit tl;ey humble themselves, confess their sins,

beir jjardon, and renew their faith and re[)entanee."—Confess. Chap. xi. § 5.

And whereas, in tlie two above mentioned acts, it was the true intent and design

of the General Assembly to have these precious truths preserved in purity, and main-

tained and inculcated; and that people mi<jht be kept from the infection of the op-

posite errors, the General Assembly do judire it a very undutiful and vnicharitablo

practice, in any ministers of this Church, to suggest that the Assembly have therein

receded from the received doctrine contained in our Confession of Faith and Cate-

chisms.

Moreover, that well-meaning people may not be imposed upon by the evil sugges-

tions of the said Representation, its authors and abettors, and for removing mistakes,

which the unthinking may fall into, about the true design and import of the 5th

Act of Assenjbly, anno 1720, the General Assembly do hereby declare, that the pas-

sages cited in the said act, from the book entitled, The Marrow of Modern Divinity,

to show it contains the erroneous opinions ascribed to it, are to be taken and under-

stood (as in justice and e([uity they ought) in the sense and meaning of its author,

gathered and appearing from the book itself; and that the §aid passages are con-

demned only in so far as they import the said erroneous opinions, or are applied by
the author to that purpose : and, particularly,

—

I. With respect to the fourth paragraph of the Representation, it is to be observed,

that the Assembly, in the first paragraph of the Act, concerning the nature of faith, do

blame the Alarrow for placing assurance in the essence of faith, and making that

saving foith, commanded in the Gospel, to be " A man's being verily persuaded that

Jesus Christ is his ; and that he shall have life and salvation by him ; and that what-

ever (-hrist did for the redemption of mankind, he did it for him,"—the brethren, in

their Representation, do not disown that the passage here adduced from the book does

evince this to be the opinion of its author ; but they charge the Assembly, on account

of their censuring this doctrine, with excluding from the nature of faith its appro-

priating act, without which there can be no receiving and closing with Christ for

salvation ; and with turning it into that general and doubtsome faith, abjured in our

National Covenant, though most unjustly, seeing the assurance the Assembly doth

there blame is that which the author of the Marrow advanceth, when he makes that

to be the justifying act of faith, a man's being persuaded that Jesus Christ is his ; that

he shall have life and salvation by him ; and whatever Christ did for the redemption
of mankind, he did it for him ; which is contrary to the texts of Scrijitnre, and pas-

sages of our Confession and Larger Catechism there cited; the doctrine of which
Confession they have solenndy engaged to maintain, defend, and adhere to ; and
which is altogether different from the general and doubtsome faith of the Papists, who
allow a man's believing imjilicitly as the (Jhurch believes, and place true faith in a

general assent to revealed truths, without a cordial accepting of Christ as offered in

the Gospel for salvation, deny perseverance, and do not own assurance to be at-

tainable by a true believer without extraordinary revelation. The brethreu do not,

nor can they charge the Assembly with denying, that the assurance of grace and sal-

vation is attainable by a believer, or that it his duty to endeavour the attaining thereof,

seeing these are expressly asserted in the passages of our Confession cited by them.

Nor can they charge the Assembly with denying, that a belief and persuasion of the

mercy of God in Christ, and of Christ's ability and willingness to save all that come
unto him, is necessary unto justifying faith ; but they do, and must maintain, with our

Confession and Catechisms, tiiat a true believer is notatall times, even when he is act-

ing faith unto salvation, assured of his present being in a state of grace, and that he shall

be saved; but that he may wait long before he obtain this assurance. See Larger
(Catechism, Quest. 81.

2. With respect to the fifth paragraph of the Representation, it is to be observed,

that the Assembly, in the second paragraph of the Act, concernitig universal atone-

ment and pardon, doth censure the book for asserting an universal redemption as to

purchase, and to show that this opinion is there taught, several passages of the book
are c^uoted, and particularly paize 119, " The Father hath made a deed of gift and
grant unto all mankind, that whosoever of them all shall believe in his Son, shall not



1722. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 553

perish," &c. Here the brethren do not blame the Assembly for condemning the
assertion of an universal atonement, but they allege they have condemned that deed
of gift and grant extracted out of the Sacred Record, viz., " He that believeth on the
Son shall not perish, but have eternal life ;" by w hich, the brethren say, they under-
stand no more but the revelation of the Divine will in the Word, affording a warrant
to offer Christ unto all, and a warrant unto all to receive him; which revelation and
warrant the Assembly' owns. And here the brethren give their gloss upon that text

of Scripture, which is not denied by the Assembly, nor to the purpose ; but they omit
the sense and meaning of the author, which the Assembly evinceth to be an asserting-

of universal redemption as to purchase, both from what goes before, and from what
follows, upon that passage in the book ; which is no fair treatment of the Assembly's
Act.

3. With respect to the third paragraph of the Representation, it is to be observed,

that, in the third paragraph of the Act, the Assembly censures that false opinion,
* That holiness is not necessary to salvation ;" and, for fixing it upon The Marrow,
they cite ])age 1.50 to 153. I'hey cite these pages for clearing the author's mind
from the connection of purposes, and, particularly, that he is speaking of a person
already justified ; and then adduce the words from page 153, which plainly bear his

rejecting of the law, as it requires good works to be done, and the commandments to

be kept, in order to obtain salvation. Which is farther strengthened by the followiniT

words, (the omitting whereof by the Assembly is complained of in the Representation,)

viz., " For in Christ I have all things at once, neither need I any thing more that is

necessary unto salvation." Then personal holiness and good works, and perseverance
in holy obedience to the law of God, are not (in his opinion) necessary unto salvation

;

and a man may have all things necessary to salvation, though he be not yet a godly
man ; and, therefore, the Assembly have given no ju^t ground of quarrel in this, nor
for any who understand the Gospel to be offended, seeing, though good works be ex-

cluded from being the ground of justification, yet they are necessary in the justified,

in order to their obtaining the enjoyment of eternal salvation ; and this doth no way
cut off or condemn the believer's only plea, in answer to the law demands of perfect

obedience, for justification and title to eternal life, as the Representation alleges.

4. The brethren, in the second part of their Representation, and third instance of
the hard treatment of The ]\Iarrow, do quarrel the fourth ])aragraph of the Assembly's
Act ; and they complain that the i\ssembly do infer the author's not allowing fear of
punishment and hope of reward to be motives of a believer's obedience, from his say-

ing, '' That he would not have believers to eschew evil, or do good, for fear of hell or
hope of heaven." And their reason against this inference is, that there are other
punishments besides hell, and other rewards besides heaven, which, they would in-

sinuate, are not excluded by the author from being motives of the believer's obedi-
ence. But, 1. This passage, adduced from page 181, proves the charge against the
author, as to the chief reward and punishment, a respect whereunto ought not to be
excluded from the believer's obedience ; nor docs the Assembly make these the only
motives, as in the Representation they would allege. 2. This part ofthe Assembly's
Act is unfairly represented, seeing they do not draw that inference from that one
passage alone, but cite other passages, as pages 175 and 179, where fear of punish-

ment and hope of reward, in express terms, and in general, without exception, are re-

moved from being motives unto the believer's obedience. To which may be added
page 73, where he says of believers under the Old Testament, " 'I'hat answerably as

they believed, answerably they yielded obedience to the law, without fear of punish-

ment or hope of reward;" and page 216, cited in the following paragraph of the Act,,

where he exhorts the believer " to yield free obedience, without having respect either

to what the law of works either promiseth or thrcatenelh ; but, also, without having
respect to what the law of Christ either promiseth or thrcateneth." 3. And when they

say, they heartily approve of the author's position in this sense, viz., " That believers

are not to do good, for hope of obtaining heaven by their own ^vorks and doings,"

{which is a calumnious insinuation against the orthodox doctrine,) they do not de-

clare themselves, whether they allow that a believer may and ought to be moved
unto obedience by the hope of heaven, in anv other sense than that of a hope of ob-

4 A
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taining a right and title to it by his own works; or if no regard can be bad to the

promised reward of the heavenly inheritance by a believer in his obedience, without

its being mercenary.

5. And whereas by the Act of Assembly, 1720, this passage, page 150 of The
Marrow,—" As the law is the covenant of works, you are wholly and altogether set

free from if," and this other passage, page 151, " You are now set free both

from the commanding and condemning power of the covenant of works ;" are con-

descended upon as a part of the proof against the author, of his maintaining this er-

roneous tenet, " That the believer is not under the law as a rule of life." The
General Assembly hereby declares, that it was not the meaning or intention of the

said Act in the least to insinuate, " That believers in Christ arc under the law as

a covenant of works, or that they are obliged to seek justification by their own obe-

dience," it being a precious Gospel truth, " That believers are free from the law, as

it is a covenant of works." But that these passages are adduced in the said Act as

a proof of the author of The Marrow's maintaining the foresaid erroneous proposi-

tion, " That believers are not under the law as a rule of life," in regard that the

Assembly did apprehend that the author understood, by the covenant of works,

" the Moral Law, strictly and properly taken," as it appears he does in other places

of the book ; as, particidarly, page 7, he says, " That indeed the law of works sig-

nifies the Moral Law ; and the Moral Law, strictly and properly taken, signifies the

covenant of works." And the General Assembly appoints that these two passages

shall not be understood as a proof of the foresaid error in any other sense.

6. With respect to the second paragraph of the Representation, it is to be ob-

served, that the other passages, cited and referred to in this fifth and the following

paragraph of the Act, respect his distinction of the law, " as it is the law of works,

and as it is the law of Christ ;" by which he justifies the six positions, that are either

Antinomian, or wrested by the Antinomians into an unsound sense. And as to the

law of Christ, pages 209, 210, he will have it to be such as hath not eternal, b\it

temporal rewards and penalties annexed to it, and to be delivered to believers only,

page 157. So that unbelieving hearers of the Gospel are under no obligation by it.

Moreover, in page 267, he will have a believer to be under no " law which com*

mands any moral duty to be done, either for eschewing of punishment, or upon pro- i

mise of any reward, temporal or eternal;" and so not under the Moral Law, norj

even the law of Christ, in the author's own account of it. And when this is the
j

plain meaning of the author in this his distinction, and is applied by him to justify}

and fence the foresaid six positions, the brethren, in their Representation, had nol

ground to quarrel the Assembly for rejecting the " distinction as it is applied by the f

author," nor so injuriously to charge them, as they do, with " staking down believers

under the covenant of works, and with directing them to an obedience upon which

they may boast, and with burying several Gospel truths in the ruins of this distinc-

tion."

7. The brethren do, in their Representation, advance a charge against the 8th

Act of the same Assembly, entitled, " Act for preaching catechetical doctrine, with

directions therein," and complain, l.s^. That two clauses therein, concerning justifica-

tion and the necessity of holiness, are not expressed in the form of words used in our

Confession and Catechisms. 2f//y, That the article of justification is expressed,

without mentioning Christ's righteousness imputed to us. And, Zdhj, That ministers

are directed to preach the necessity of a holy life, in order to the obtaining of ever-

lasting happiness ; which they conceive to be of very dangerous consequence unto

the doctrine of free grace. But these are imjust exceptions, and afford no strength

unto their groundless objections against the former Act : Fcr, \st, When the Assem-

bly, in that 8th Act, do direct ministers, in their catechetical sermons, more espe-

cially to insist upon the great and fundamental truths of our holy religion, expressly

according to our Confession of Faith and Catechisms, it was not needful, in their

enumerating some special articles, to describe every one of them in the very form of

words used in our Confession or Catechisms. Idlu, The article of justification is so

expressed in itself, and in conjunction with the preceding article of the satisfiiction

lo 1 i\ine justice, made by Christ, who is our only propitiation, that it necessarily
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iiii{)lies our being justified, for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, seeing it is

called free justification through our blessed surety, the Lord Jesus Christ, received

by faith alone. And, odly. The article immediately following, concerning the ne-

cessity of holiness, can be accounted of no dangerous consequence, if they truly own
personal holiness to be necessary to salvation. And if they quarrel the phrase, '' of
obtaining everlasting happiness," they may also quarrel the Apostle's expression, 1

Cor. ix. 24, 25, and Phil. iii. 11, 12. For it relates to the obtaining of enjoyment

and possession, and not of right and title to everlasting ha])piness, which all justified

persons have already attained. So that this Act, designedly calculated for maintain-

ing of truth, and preventing the infection of error, gives no shadow of ground for the

jealousies the brethren vent against it.

And the General Assembly considering, that, in the above mentioned Representa-

tion, the subscribers thereof have vented divers positions, and used several expressions

of dangerous tendency, and not agreeable to the form of sound words, contained in

the Holy Scripture, and our Confession of Faith and Catechisms, particularly page

2, line 11, " 'Fhat the law, as to believers, is really divested of its promise of life

and threatening of death ;" which is contrary to Heb. xii. 28, 29 ; Matt. x. 28
;

1 Cor. ix. ult. ; Rev. xxii. 14 ; and Confess. Chap. xix. § 6 ; Larger Cat. Quest. 194,

if by the law they understand the moral law, the rule of life. Page 7, line 4, " That
the Assembly's directing of ministers to preach the necessity of holiness, in order to

the obtaining of everlasting happiness, is of very dangerous consequence to the doc-

trine of free grace." Page 7, line 3, " That the law acknowledgeth no works for

obtaining salvation, but such as found a title to it before the Lord." Whereas the

law requires good works in order to the obtaining salvation, though the}' do not found
a title to it. " That the Assembly's rejecting the author of The Marrow's definition

of justifying faith, viz., ' A man's being verily persuaded in his heart that Christ Jesus
is his, and that he shall have life and salvation by him ; that whatever Christ did for

the redemption of mankind he did it for him ;' excludes from the nature of faith its

appropriating act, and turns it into that general and doubtsome faith, abjured in our
National Covenant."-—Page 8, line last, &c. Contrary to Shorter Cat., Quest. 33,
which plainly makes " receiving " of Christ the apjjropriating act of faith ; and to

Shorter Cat., Quest. 31, which makes that act " embracing."

And, besides other expressions and insinuations to be found in the said Represen-
tation, that are of a dangerous tendency, such as that, " The ])romise of life, or
thfeatening of death, and hope of heaven, and fear of hell, are not to influence a
believer's obedience ;" which plainly follows from their assertion, " That the moral
law as to believers is divested of its promise of life and threatening of death ; that

a promise of life and a threatening of death being added to a law or command, makes
it a covenant of works."—Page 2, middle. "That the distinction of the law into the
law of works and the law of Christ, which are two branches of the tripartite division

of the law, as it is explained and a))plied by the author of The Marrow of Alodern
Divinity, and condenmed b^' the Act of Assembl}', 1720, is to be maintained."

And the Assembly, likewise considering that there have, at this time, been
published several positions and expressions of a pernicious and dangerous tendency,
such as, "That in the Gospel, properly so taken, there are no ])recepis, the commands
of faith and repentance not excepted;—that holy obedience is not properly a federal

or conditional mean, nor has any kind of causality, in order to the obtaining of glory,"

whereby all usefulness and influence of holy obedience, in order of means towards the

possession of heaven, seem to be excluded. " 'Jhat the law, as a covenant of works,

wills us to accept of the non-such Saviour offered to us, of the })ayment of a respon-

sible surety ; and that the law wi.ls that the sinner make full payment himself, or

provide good and sufficient payment by a surety." Besides several other positions

and expressions of the like nature and tendency, not here n)entioned. And although

some of those above mentioned positions and exprcshions may be explained into a
sound sense; yet, because, in the obvious meaning of them, they tend to mislead the

minds of the less judicious into erroneous notions,

—

Therefore, the Assembly did, and hereby do, strictly prohibit and discharge all the

ministers of this Church to use, by writing, printing, preaching, catechising, or other-
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^\ise teaching, cither publicly or privately, these, or any of thcFe positions above

mentioned, or what may be equivalent to them, or of like tendency, under the ])ain

of the censures of this Church, conform to the merit of their offence. And do ordain

the several Presbyteries and Synods, and Commissions of the General Assemblies of

this Church, to take particular care that the premises be punctually observed by all

ministers and members of this Church ; and, more especiall}', the Presbyteries and
Synods within whose bounds any of the brethren reside who signed the Representa-

tion. And, considering that the brethren's desire that the Act, 1720, should be re-

pealed, is unjust, the Assembly docs refuse the same. And because of the injurious

reflections contained in their Representation, as above mentioned, the Assembly do
appoint their moderator, in their name, to rebuke and admonish them ; and though

their offence deserves a much higher censure, yet the Assembly forbears it, in hopes

that the great lenity used towards them shall engage them to a more dutiful behaviour

VIII.

Sess. 11, Mai/ 22, 1722.— Commission to .tome Ministers and Elders, for discussing

divers Affairs referred to them..

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty

affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate and appoint their reverend

brethren, Messrs ^Viljiam Mitchell at Edinburgh, their ]\Ioderator, Alexander Meikle

at Langholm, David Dalmain at Wcsterkirk, William Steel at Lochniabcn, Thomas
Goldie at Kirkpatrick-juxta, James Armstrong at Ruthwell, John Howie at Morton,

Alexander Bain at Kcir, James Guthrie at Irongray, John Campbell at Kirkbean,

Patrick Gumming at Kirkmaboe, William Boyd at Dairy, John Reid at Carsphairn,

Robert Donaldson at Ealmaclcllan, Robert Seton at Glasserton, William Cowpar at

Mochrum, Walter La>u-ie at Stranraer, John Anderson at Kirkmaiden, Andrew
Rodgers at Galston, Henry Osburn at Tarbolton, James Robertson at Craigie, Wil-

liam Coates at Dalmellington, James Laurie, jimior, at Kirkmichael, Hugh Falsido

at New Mills, Andrew Cuming at Largs, James Ruat at Dunlop, Robert Miller at

Paisley, Neil Campbell at Renfrew, John Anderson at Port-Glasgow, Alexander

Fitdater at Hamilton, John Wiseman at New Monkland, John Scot at Stenhouse,

Thomas Linning at Lcsmahagow, Charles Hunter at Pittinain, Robert Davidson at

Crawfordjohn, John Stirling, Principal of the College of Glasgow, James Clerk at

Glasgow, John Scot there, John (iray there, John Ritchie nt Old Kilpatrick,

Thomas Leckie at Kilmarnock, .lames Livingston at Strathblanc, llobert Glen at Kin-

garth, Archibald Gillespie at Stralhurd, Charles Stewart at Campbelton, John Canip-

bcll in Killarow, in Islay, Alexander Campbell at Inverary, Duncan Campbell at

Kilohrcnan, Dougnl Camjibell at Lismore, William Morrison at Tyrie, Daniel

M'Aulay at Bracadale, Aulay M'Aulay at Lewis, William Chalmers at Kinloch,

Robert Bows at Rattray, Duncan M'Lea at l^iill, James Stewart at Mouline,

Thomas Black at Perth, William Stewart there. William Moncrieff at Methven, James
Fachney at St Marlins, Matthew Wallace at Kincirdine, Thomas Thomson at Tul-

liallan, Alexander Hamilton at Airth, Archibald Cimpbell at Larbert, David Shaw
at Auchterardcr, Andrew L're at Fossaway, William Iltinter at Gask, Samuel Char-

ters at Invcrkeithing, Allan Logan at Culross, .John Hrpburn at Torry, John Auch-
inleck at Anchtcrderran, John Clcghorn at Weniyss. {iubcrt Ponton at Kcnnoway,

William Tlioins(m nt Flisk, William Dick at Coupar, Wiliiam Miles at Moonsie, .Tames

Monro at Kettle, James Haddow, Principal of the Nc.v College of St Andrews, Wil-

liam Hardie at St Andrews, John Craigie at St Monance, James Robertson at

Leuchars, Joseph Drevi', Principal of St Leonard's College in St Andrews, Wdliam
Lyon at Airlie, Laurence Brown at Lintrathine, Alexander Finlayson at Eassie,

'Ihomas Mitchell at Aberlcnmo, William Wingate at Kinnettles, Samuel Johnston

at Dundee, .James Mar at Muirhouse, William Thomson at Strickmartin, Charles

Charters at Arbirlot, John Henderson at Kirkden, James Trail at Montrose, John
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Dnnbar at Menmuir, Robert Gray at Brechin, Andrew Honeymanat KinnefF, James
Mitchell at Dunottar, Henry Hamilton at Glenbervie, Thomas Blackwell, Principal

of the College of New Aberdeen, David Anderson, Professor of Divinity in the

King's Colleire of Aberdeen, Colin Campbell at Aberdeen, James Howie at Newhills,

George Chalmers, Principal of the King's College of Aberdeen, Martin Shank at

Banchorvternan, John Shepherd at Logie Colston, John Burnet at Clunie, James

Gordon "at Alford, George Moir at Towie, Thomas Reid at Lochall, Alexander For-

bes at Forgue, Thomas Scot at Fyvie, Alexander Irvine at Fordyce, James Innes at

Banff, William Watt at Inverury, Gilbert Gerard at Chapel Garioch, Robert Aber-

cromby at Leslie, William Leslie at St Fergus, James Leslie at Crimond, Alexan-

der Auchinleck at Fraserburgh, William Forbes at Tarves, James Burnet at Ellon,

Alexander Chalmers at Marnoch, John Gilchrist at Keith, James Stevenson at

Rothiemay, James Thomson at Elgin, Charles Primrose there, Francis Grant at

Duthill, Alexander Fraser at Inveraven, James Gordon at Kinloss, John Crockat at

Dallas, William Stewart at Inverness, Alexander M'Bain there, Lauchlan Shaw at

Calder, George Gordon at Cromarty, Hugh Campbell at Kilmuir Wester, Daniel

M'Gilligen at Alness, Thomas Chisholm at Kilmorack, Hugh Duff at Feme, David

Ross at Tarbat, Robert Kirk at Dornoch, Robert Robertson at Loth, William Innes

at Thurso, Hugh Cross at Bowar, Thomas Baikie at Kirkwall, James Sands at Bir-

say, William Blaw at Westray, Thomas Covingtrce at Sanday, James Grierson at

Tingwall, John Hay at Unst, William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the College

of Edinburgh, John Wilson at North Leith, James Craig at Edinburgh, James Smith

at Cramond, Neil M'Vicar at West Kirk, James Walker at Canongate, Walter Allan

at Colinton, William Wishart, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, John Brand

at Borrowstounness, John Wilkie at Strathbroek, Robert Dalgleish at Linlithgow,

James Anderson at Falkirk, Robert Livingstone at Biggar, Thomas Henderson at

Skirling, James Robertson at Eddleston, Alexander Coupar atTraquair, Daniel Gil-

christ at Linton, Patrick Cuming at Ormiston, Thomas JMoffat at Newton, William

Robertson at Borthwick, Robert Horsburgh at Saltpreston, John Mutter at Tranent,

James Witherspoon at Yester, Andrew Brown at Spott, Henry Schaw at Cock-

bumspath, John Campbell at Cranshaws, James Gilliland at Greenlaw, Thomas
Anderson at Ayton, George Ridpath at Ladykirk, James Christie at Simprim,

James Ramsay at Kelso, William Baxter at Ednam, Alexander Coulden at Oxnam,
Robert Bell at Crailing, George Hall at Abbotsrule, Henry Home at Channelkirk,

Thomas Pitcaim at Lauder, Adam Miln at Melrose, and William Bannatyne at

Yarrow, Ministers ; His Grace John Duke of Athol, the Right Honourable David

Earl of Buchan, Charles Earl of Lauderdale, Thomas Earl of Haddington, James

Earl of Finlater, Patrick Earl of Marchmont, James Earl of Hyndford, David Earl

of Glasgow, Archibald Earl of Islay, Alexander Lord Polwarth, Lord Charles Ker,

William Lord Ross, James Lord Torphichcn, George Lord Reaj', Sir Hugh Dal-

rymple of North Berwick, Baronet, Lord President of the Session, Mr Robert

Dundas, younger of Amiston, His Majesty's Advocate, Adam Cockburn of Ormis-

ton, Lord Justice-Clerk, Sir John Maxwell of Pollock, Baronet, Sir Alexander Ogil-

vie of Forglen, Baronet, Mr James Erskine of Grange, Sir Francis Grant of Cullen,

Baronet, Mr James Hamilton of Pencaitland, Sir Andrew Home of Kimnicrghame,

Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, eight of the Senators of the College of Justice, Sir

John Clerk of Pennycook, one of the Barons of Exchecjucr, Mr John Cam])bell of

Mamore, Mr Arthur Forbes of Breda, jMr Francis Montgomery of Giffan, Colonel

John Erskine of Carnock, Mr Charles Erskine of Edenshead, George Baillie of Jer-

viswood. Sir William Johnston of Westeraw, Baronet, David Murray of Belreadin,

Robert M'Gathan of Dalquhat, John Gilchrist, bailie in Dumfries, Captain Sanmel

M'Clellan of Barclay, Captain John Martin of Airies, Sir Charles Hay of Park, Ba-

ronet, Sir Adam Whiteford of Blairchan, Baronet, Mr James Boswell of Auchin-

leck, Sir David Stewart of Cultness, Baronet, Mr Robert Stewart, one of the Re-

gents in the College of Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Finlayson, Clerk of Glasgow,

Hugh Montgomery of Hartficld, John Aird. Provost of Glasgow, Sir James Camp-
belT of Ardkinlass, Baronet, John Campbell, late Lord Provost of Edinburgh,

George Drummond, bailie there, James Nimmo, treasurer there, INlr Alexander
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Campbell, advocate, William M'Leod of Hammir, Alexander Robertson of Straloch,

William Austin, late Provost of Perth, Robert Robertson, present Provost there,

Sir James Livingstone of Glentirran, Baronet, Mr Alexander Abercrombie of Tilli-

body, Sir James Campbell of Aberuchil, Baronet, Colonel John Erskine, uncle to

Alva, George Balfour of Balbirnie, Mr Patrick Haldane, advocate, Sir Robert An-

struther of Balcaskie, Mr Robert Hay of Naughton, Patrick Drummond of Gair-

drum, James Craig John Donaldson, merchant in Dundee, John Allardice,

Provost of Aberbrothwick, Colonel Robert Reid, Mr Arthur Shepherd, Sheriff-de-

pute of Mearns, Robert Stewart, Provost of Aberdeen, James Morison, late bailie

there, William Forbes, late bailie there, Mr George Gt)rdon, Professor of Oriental

Languages at Aberdeen, George Fordyce of Braidford, Arthur Forbes of Echt,

Forbes of Balfiug, Mr Alexander Garden of Troup, younger, advocate.

Captain John Forbes of Boyndlic, George Sinclair, bailie in Ellon, James Spence

of Alveskirton, William Cuming of Craigmill, Mr Duncan Forbes, advocate, Duncan

Forbes, bailie of Fortrose, Colonel Robert Monro of Fowlis, George Monro of Cul-

cairn, James Fraser of Auchnagart, William Ross of Aldie, Mr Robert Honeyman
of Gremsey, Mr James Mitchell of Girlsta, Dr Alexander Dundas, His Majesty's

Physician, "Robert Craig, late Dean of Guild of Edinburgh, John Osburn, late bailie

there, John Wightman of Mauldslie, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Andrew Wardrop,

glazier, deacon-convener there, George Dundas of that Rk, Mr John Dundas of

Philipstoun, Mr John Mitchell of Alderstoun, Mr Alexander Menzics of Culteral-

lers. Sir James Stewart of Goodtrccs, Baronet, Mr John Henderson, merchant, Mr
John Hamilton of Pencaitland, William Baillie of Lamington, Sir William Baird of

Newbyth, Baronet, Sir James Hall of Dunglass, Baronet, Sir John Stewart of Allan-

bank, Baronet, Sir Robert Sinclair of Longformaeus, Baronet, Sir John Swinton of

that Rk, Archibald Douglas of Cavers, Thomas Haliburton of Newniains, and Sir

Walter Riddel of that Rk, Baronet, RiilitK/ Elders; to be Connnissioners of this Gene-

ral Assembly, to the effects after mentioned, with ])ower to the said Commission or

their riuorum, vi'hich is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the said Commission-

ers, whereof twenty-one are always to be ministers, to meet and convene within the

Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first free day after the dissolution of this Assem-

bly, at ten o'clock forenoon, and afterwards the second Wednesdays of August, No-

vember, and March, next to come, and oftener, when and where they shall think

fit and convenient ; with power to the said Commissioners to choose their own mo-

derator. And suchlike, the General Assembly fully empowers and authorises

their said Commission, or their quorum above mentioned, to cognosce and finally

determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred, or that shall be re-

ferred to then), by any act or order of this Assembl}', and to do every thing con-

tained in, and conform to the instructions given, or to be given, by this Assembly

;

and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church and

present establishment thereof do not sutler or sustain any prejudice which they can

prevent, as they will be answerable
;

jiroviding always, this general clause Le not ex-

tended to iiarticular affairs, or processes before Synods or Presbyteries, that are not

of universal concern to or influence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby

appointed, that what shall be determined at one diet of the said Commission, with re-

lation to private causes, shall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand

and continue in force till disiijiprovcn by the General Assembly. And the General

Assembly renews the instructions given by the General Assembly, 1717, to their

Commission, and appoints the same to stand in full force, as instructions to the Com-
missioners above named, and to be observed by them in all points, as if the same were

specially herein inserted; and that they inquire into the publishing and spreading of

books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting of opinions, of whatever kind,

inconsistent with our Confession of F'aith ; and that the rccommenders of such books

or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be

called before the said Commission to answer for the same. And, further, the said

Commission is hereby empowered to receive any references and appeals that shall be

made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and ripen such affairs for the

General Assembly ; likewise, to take care that the impressions of the Holy Scriptures,
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the Confession of Faith and Catechisms, and such books as are authorised by this

Church, relating to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government thereof, be correct,

and to give directions about printing the same. They are also appointed, at their first

meeting, to take under consideration all the representations of the growth of Popery
within the bounds of this National Church, and of mccling-houses not authoriseel by
law, which have been brought up to this and former Assemblies, or Commissions
thereof, or that may be farther offered to this Commission, and to apply to the govern-
ment for a proper remedy and speedy redress. And the said Commissioners are

hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other matters than what
are committed and referred to them, as above mentioned; and, in all their actings,

thev are to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this National Church,
and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; declaring, that in

and for all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by the next
General Assembly, as they shall see cause. And this (Commission is to contiiuie and
endure until another Commission be appointed; and members are required to attend

the diets of the said Commission, and absentees therefrom ordered to be noticed, ac-

cording to the 17th Act of the General Assembly, 1706. And for the better securing

of a quorum, and attendance of members on the Commission, the General Assembly
prohibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries within twelve miles

thereof, to meet any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commis-
sion ; and such of the members of those Presbyteries as are on the Commission are

required all of them to give punctual attendance on the diets thereof; and Presby-

teries at a greater distance, who have four or more members on the Commission, are

to take care that at least two of them attend each diet of the same.

IX.

Spss. 11, May 22, 1722.

—

Act against Profaneness, and concerning the Duty ofElders
and Deacons.

The General Assembly, being deeply affected with the great decay of Christian

piety amongst all ranks, and the abounding of vice and immorality, the neglect of
public ordinances, and profanation of the Lord's Day ; and considering that slackness

and partiality in the exercise of disciphne, and untcnderness in the walk and conver-
sation of the office-bearers of this Church, cannot but greatly contribute to the in-

crease of these evils ; therefore, the General Assembly do earnestly beseech, exhort,

and require all ministers to take heed to themselves and to their doctrine, and to be
exemplary to their people in sobriety, righteousness, and holiness, abstaining from all

appearance of evil ; and, in like manner, the General Assembly do earnestly beseech,
exhort, and require elders and deacons to be faithful in the discharge of their re-

spective offices, tender and circumspect in their walk, and punctual in their attending
upon ordinances, and strict in their observation of the Lord's Day, and in reo-ularly

keeping up the worship of God in their families ; and the General Assembly appoints
the judicatures of the Church to take good heed that none be admitted to or con-
tinued in these offices, but such as are found qualified, and do behave themselves as

above required ; and appoints Kirk-sessions, Presbyteries, and Synods, strictly and
impartially, without respect of persons, to observe this and former acts of Assembly,
relative to office-bearers in this Church ; and appoints Presbyteries, at their privy
censures, to inquire into the behaviour of their members, and of all the elders and dea-
cons in their bounds, with respect to the premises; and appoints Synods to inquire

into the conduct of Presbyteries ; and both Synods and Presbyteries to record their

diligence herein, that the same may be reported to General Assemblies by the visitors

of Synod books. And, lastly, the General Assembly appoints this Act to be read in

all parish churches, on or before the first Sabbath of August next, and for that end,
ordains copies thereof to be printed, and timeously transmitted.
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X.

Sess. ult., May 22, 1722.

—

Act concernin(j Commissionersfrom Universities to the

General Assembly.

The General Assembly ajipointsand ordains, that, in all time coming, the commis-

sions given by universities to their representatives in the Assemblies of this Church,

as well as those given by Presbyteries to theirs, shall expressly bear, that the com-
missioners therein named have signed the Confession of Faith, with the Formula, ac-

cording to the lltli Act of the Geneial Assembly, held in the year 1720, and acts

therein mentioned, under the certification therein specified.

XL

Sess. ult., May 22, 1722.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May next to come, 1723 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing the 133d Psalm

thioughout, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. Dl'ndas, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND'

BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 9, 1723.

Sess. 1, May 9, 1723.— The Kinrfs Commission to Charles Earl of Hopetoun pro-

duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly of the IMinisters and Ruling Elders of this National Church

bcinc convened and constituted, there was produced to them, by the Right Ho-
nourable Charles Earl of Hopetoun, his Majesty's Commission, sealed with the Seal

appointed by the Treaty of Union betwixt the two kingdoms of Scotland and

England to be kept and used in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland,

appointing him his Majesty's High Commissioner and Representative in this Na-

tional Assembly ; which commission being publicly read with all due honour and re-

spect, the General Assembly ordered the same to be recorded in their registers, ad

futuram rei metrwriam, the tenor whereof follows :

—

Geohgius, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 9, 1723.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.
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ni.

Sess. 3, Mat/ 11, 1723.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 11, 1723.— To the King's most Excellent Majesty, the humble Address of

the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

The grateful sense of the goodness of God, in blessing us with such a gracious So-

vereign, and the duty and loyalty toward your Majesty, which so justly fill our hearts,

oblige lis to show the deepest concern for every thing that affects the safety of your

Majesty's person and government ; and, therefore, though with the greatest satisfaction

we do understand that the Commission of the late General Assembly did, according

to their duty, present a humble address to your Majesty, upon occasion of the happy

discovery of the late horrid conspiracy, which address we heartily approve, as ex-

pressing the most sincere thoughts of our minds
;
yet we cannot omit laying hold of

this first opportunity of our meeting in a General Assembly, to declare, in the most

public and solemn manner, our utmost detestation of that most wicked and execrable

design, and to express our great joy that it hath pleased God to assist your Majesty

in making a seasonable discovery thereof.

A design so bloody and detestable in itself, and so pernicious and fatal in its con-

sequences, raises in our hearts the greatest horror and indignation. We have for a

long time observed, with astonishment, the restless and impudent mahce of your

enemies, endeavouring to misrepresent your Majesty's just and gracious administra-

tion, in order to diffuse their own disaffection to your person and government into

the minds of others of your Majesty's unwary, though well-meaning subjects. With

this view have they charged upon your reign those evils to which none but themselves

gave rise. They have set forth the most innocent, necessary, and prudent steps of

your administration in the falsest and blackest colours, and have even denied and

ridiculed your royal goodness and mercy, to which multitudes of themselves, and of

their nearest relations, owe their very lives and fortunes. So monstrous is their dis-

ingenuity and ingratitude, and such is their unaccountable fondness to have your

kingdoms again enthralled under all the miseries of Popery and arbitrary power.

Your enemies are abundantly sensible, that there is no accomplishing this their

most wicked desire, so long as the throne is filled by a Prince so wise and steady in

all his measures, and so powerful a protector and guardian of the Protestant religion,

and the liberties of his people, as your most sacred Majesty. But, how shall we ex-

press our amazement and just indignation, that any of your Majesty's subjects, espe-

cially such as call themselves Protestants, should have contrived to destroy your

Majesty's sacred person and your royal family, and to cut off many of your best ser-

vants and subjects, by the complicated wickednesses of perjury, murder, and parricide,

in order to set a Popish Pretender upon your throne ? This we look on as striking

at the root of the religion and liberties of a Protestant and free people, and of all that

is valuable and dear to us, both as men and Christians, and as a hoiTible evidence to

what barbarous wickedness an incurable malice can drive men of abandoned spirits.

Had God, for the sins of your kingdoms, permitted this hateful conspiracy to take

effect, it nuist have been attended with such a dismal train of fatal consequences, as

makes our hearts to tremble : And, therefore, while, with hearts full of joy and thank-

fulness, we adore the wisdom and goodness of our gracious God, in discovering and

disappointing such an execrable design, permit us. Great Sir, with the greatest loyalty

and most dutiful affection, to congratulate your Majesty upon the success of your

prudent and watchfiil administration in this matter.

The opening up so much of this deep-laid plot, and tracing it through so many of

its various mazes and windings, the stripping it of those vails of darkness which were

4 B
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so industriously spread over it by men of the most artful cunning, and the deliverance

thereby wrought for your Majesty's sacred person and your royal family, and also for

the dearest privileges of all your faithful subjects, and of this Church in particular,

will, we hope, be remembered by latest posterity, to the honour of God, and as one

of the glories of your Majesty's most auspicious reign.

We humbly presume, upon this occasion, to assure your Majesty of the continuance

of our loyalty and aifection, and of all that duty and fidelity which is owing from the

most faithful subjects to the best of Kings ; and that we will use our utmost endea-

vours to instil into the people among whom we have charge, the same sentiments of

duty and loyalty to your Majesty's person and government, and the same zeal for the

Protestant succession in your royal family, which we ourselves esteem it our great

happiness to entertain.

May the same wise and merciful God, who brought you so seasonably to the throne,

and who hath hitherto so graciously preserved your sacred Majesty, continue His

watchful care over you. May He lay open to the very bottom, and effectually dis-

appoint, all the dark and malicious designs of your enemies, and turn their counsels

into foolishness. May the crown, wherewith He hath adorned your royal head, sit

long and easy and flourishing upon it. And may all your subjects be made sensible

of the valuable blessings which they enjoy under your happy government. May He
eminently bless their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, and their

offspring, and make them the happy instruments of much good to the world, and to

the Church in their day. May Protestant Sovereigns, of your royal line, always in-,

herit vour crown, and these illustrious qualities with which your Majesty does now
adorn it. May you be long honoured to do eminent service to God on earth, and at

length enjoy a great reward in heaven. So pray.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal suljjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Ja. Smith, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 3, May 11, 1723.

—

Additional Directions to Visitors of Books, besides those men
tioned in the 4th Art of the General Assembly, 1713.

1

.

That the visitors of Synod-books take notice if the Acts of Assembly concerning

licensing ])robationers be observed, particularly, that none be entered on trials till

ihcy have studied divinity the usual time, and produce ample testimonials, and the

advice of the Synod be taken, and the questions appointed by Act of the General

Assembly read to them before trials ; and that none be entered thereon until tliey

have resided an half-year at least, immediately before, in their bounds. And that

the whole particulars in the 5th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1705, lOtli Act
ofthe General Assembly, 17 1 1, and 6th Act of the General Assembly, 1714, be punc-
tually observed ; and that all give satisfying answers to the questions, and sign the

Formula contained in the foresaid lOth Act of the General Assembly, 1711, and no
other, according to the 10th Act of the General Assembly, 1717; and that licences

bear the same.

2. If due care 1^ taken for preserving purity of doctrine, according to the 9th Act
of the General Assembly, anno 1717, Acts oth and 8th of the General Assembly,

1720, and 7th Act of the General Assembly, 1722.

3. If the 7th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1714, for discouraging unworthy
bursars, be observed; and 7th Act of the General Assembly, 1715, for preferring

students having Irish to bursaries.

4. That they take notice of the diligence of Synods and Presbyteries, in observ.

ipg the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1714, 13th Act of the General Assem-
bly, 1715, 8th Act of the General Assembly, 1717, 4th Act of the General Assem-
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bly, 1719, and 7th Act of the General Assembly, 1720, for procuring the better

execution of former acts against Popery, and for preventing the growth thereof, by
taking up yearly lists of their names and designations, and giving in copies of the

same to the Justices of the Peace, or other Judges competent, and to the Synods;

and if their diligence herein be recorded.

5. If all Ruling Elders have signed the Formula contained in the 10th Act of the

(Jeneral Assembly, 1694, and if Presbyteries, at their privy censures, inquire into

the behaviour of their members, and if all Ruling Elders and Deacons in their bounds

keep family-worship, and observe the other particulars mentioned in the 9th Act of

the General Assembly, 1722, and if deacons be ordained in every parish, as is ap-

pointed by Act 7th Assembly, 1719.

6. That they remark the diligence of Synods and Presbyteries, with relation to

reading the King's Proclamation, and abbreviate of the Acts of Parliament and Ge-
neral Assembly against Immorality, and giving suitable exhortations, according to

the 5th Act of the General Assembly, 1714.

7. If fasts and thanksgivings be observed according to the 7th Act of the General

Assembly, 1710, and 4th Act of the General Assembly, 1722.

8. How the 4th Act of the General Assembly, a»>io 1719, concerning the settle-

ment and provision of schools, and the encouragement of ministers in parishes where
there are Papists, is observed.

9. How the 4th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1718, concerning a fund for

maintaining the indigent widows and orphans of ministers, is obsers-ed.

VI.

Sess. 5, Mai/ 14, 1723.

—

Act concerning the Election of a Representativefrom the

University of Edinburgh in the General Assemhlg.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, enact and declare, that the right of

election of a representative in the General Assemblies of this National Church,

I

'from the University of Edinburgh, is only in the professors, principal, regents, mas-

ters, and others bearing office in the said University; that is to say, the chancellor,

rector, and dean of faculty, if any such there be, exclusive of all others ; and dis-

charge the Clerk of the General Assembly, in all time hereafter, to receive m any
commission to any person, or to insert any person's name in the rolls of Assembly,

as a representative from the said University, in succeeding Assemblies, whose com-
mission is given otherwise than is appointed by this Act.

VH.

Sess. 8, May 17, 1723.

—

Act concerning the Form of Commissionsfrom Burghs and
Universities to their Representatives in the General Assembly.

The General Assembly, for the greater uniformity in commissions to members of

the General Assembly, and attestations of the same, do, in the meantime, until the

matter concerning commissions from burghs be further thought upon, appoint, that

the rules and forms prescribed by the 8th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1695,

Act 6th General Assembly, 1704, Act 9th General Assembly, 1718, and 4th Act

General Assembly, 1720, in commissions from Presbyteries to their representatives

in the General Assembly, be strictly observed in commissions to be given to repre.

sentatives of Universities and Royal Burghs : And do appoint, that all commissions

to members of the General Assembly, whether from Universities or Royal Burghs,

and attestations of the same, shall be conceived in the terms prescribed by the former

Acts above mentioned, mutatis mutandis.
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vin.

Sess. 8, May 17, 1723.

—

Act concerning the Church's Public Money.

The General Assembly having had laid before them a report of the Committee
appointed by the last Assembly for examining the public accounts, which was re-

ferred by the said Assembly to their Commission, together with the said Commis-
sion their judgment thereupon, and upon the several petitions and claims for money
laid before the said Assembly ; and having considered the several Acts of Assembly
with relation to the disposal of the Church's public money, do find, that there are

many demands made upon that fund which it will not answer for several years to

come : And, therefore, the Assembly do resolve and appoint, that not only no more
orders shall be granted by the General Assemblies of this Church, and Commis-
sions thereof, until all the claims already stated be first paid ; but also, seeing that

now the vacancies in the North, the Highlands and Islands, are for the most part

planted, and that when any vacancies shall happen in these places, it will be more
easy to get the same planted than formerly it was, therefore, the General Assembly
do hereby rescind and repeal the 5th article of the 8th Act of the General Assem-
bly, held anno 1698, which relates to the allowances to ministers or probationers to

be sent to the foresaid places, and likewise the 6th article of the 11th Act of the

General Assembly, 1699, and the 5th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1715, in

so far as concerns the said allowances.

IX.

Sess. 12, May 18, 1723.— Commission to some Ministers and Elders for discussing

divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty
affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate and appoint their reverend
brethren, Messrs James Smith at Cramond, their Moderator, &c. ; to be Commis-
sioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned, with power to the
said Commission, or their quorum, (the powers and instructions are the same as in

the preceding year.)

X.

Sess. 11, May 20, 1723.

—

Act enlarging the Time allowed by the 4th Act of Assembly,
anno 1718, for contributing to the Fundfor maintaiiiing the indigent Widows and
Orphans of Ministers.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered a proposal made by some of

the contributors in the Synod of Lothian to the fund for maintaining the indigent

widows and orphans of ministers, setting forth, that there are divers ministers, who
have neglected in due time to pay in their decimas of their stipends, according to the

4th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1718, and are now desirous to contribute;

but the receiving thereof is prohibited by the said act. And the said contributors

being unwilling that any should be deprived of the opportunity of contributing to

so necessary and charitable a fund, and therefore proposing, that any minister who
pleases may be yet allowed another year to pay in the decima of their stipends, pro-

vided they pay in therewith the annual rent thereof from the time it should first have
been paid. The General Assembly did, and hereby do, enlarge the time allowed by
the foresaid Act of Assembly, for ministers paying in their contributions, in Synods,
where no such contributions have yet been made, until the term of Whitsunday 1725,
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and as to sucli Synods, where the said contributions have in part been made, the
General Assembly recommend to the ministers who have contributed, that they
would willingly consent yet to admit such as shall pay in the decima of their stipends,

to the ends above mentioned, betwixt and the term of Whitsunday next to come
1724, with the annual rent thereof from the time it should first have been paid, to

join with them in the foresaid pious and charitable design, upon the footing of the fore-

said Act of Assembly made to that effect.

XI.

Sess. 12, May 21, 1723.

—

Act anent Mr Gabriel Wilson, Minister at Maxton, his
Sermon, preached before the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale.

The General Assembly having had under consideration a reference made by the
Synod of Merse and Teviotdale to the Commission of the late General Assembly,
and by them transmitted to this Assembly, containing some remarks of that Synod
upon a sermon preached before them by Mr Gabriel Wilson, minister at Maxton, in
October 1721; find three points of doctrine, wherein the Synod represent that he
did not satisfy them as to his orthodoxy, viz. \nio, That the moral law to a believer is

divested of the curse or threatening of eternal damnation, and hath no other sanction
but fatherly chastisement. '2do, That gospel or saving repentance is not necessary in

a sinner, in order to the pardon of his sins in justification, otio, That assurance, or a
man's persuasion, that he shall be saved by Christ, is of the essence of justifying
faith. And the General Assembly having heard what was contained in the remarks
of the Synod, and offered by them upon these three points of doctrine, and having
also heard Mr Gabriel Wilson at full length thereupon, thought fit to appoint a com-
mittee of their number to converse further with Mr Gabriel Wilson, and prepare aa
overture upon the whole ; and having heard the report of the committee, wherein
they represented, that Mr Wilson pleads, that these points of doctrine are not ex-
pressed in his sermon ; and that it was purely in obedience to the Synod's command,
that he had said any thing about them before the Synod, or their committee. And
as to the first proposition concerning the sanction of the law, he declared before the
committee that he did not tenaciously adhere to that expression, that the moral law is

divested of the threatening of eternal damnation as to the believer; and that all his
meaning is, that a believer, by his union with Christ, is for ever delivered from the
curse of the law, so that he shall never for one moment come under the sen-
tence of eternal condemnation. As to the second projwsition, he declared, that
justifying faith and gospel repentance are inseparable both in their principles
and exercise. And being asked, if he would own it as a truth, that God did
never justify an impenitent sinner; he answered, that he could not express him-
L-;elf in these terms, or in any words that might seem to import that a sinner was
justified by any works of his own; and that the cautioning against that was the
main thing he had in his view, in expressing himself so as he did in his sermon,
and to the Synod. And as to the third proposition, he declared, that he owned all

that is contained in our Confession of Faith and Catechisms upon that head.
And, at the same time, adhered to the answers given in to the Commission of the Ge-
neral Assembly, anno 1721, upon that point, by the twelve ministers then before them,
of which he was one. And the committee in the report having further represented,
that they having reasoned upon what Mr Wilson had laid before them, though they
had not received satisfaction from him upon these points, yet, considering that all

the foresaid three points had been under the particular consideration of the last Ge-
neral Assembly, and that they had passed an Act thereupon, and that this process
concerning Mr Gabriel Wilson was commenced, and depending before the Synod
of Merse and Teviotdale before that act ; upon the whole, they declared their

opinion, that the General Assembly should admonish the said Mr Gabriel Wilson,
and prohibit and discharge him to use, by writing, printing, preaching, catechis-
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inc, or otherwise teaching, either publicly or privately, any expression upon these three

points of doctrine, that are inconsistent with, or contrary unto, the points of doctrine

maintained in ihis Church, agreeable to the Word of God and the Confession of

Faith and Catechisms thereof, and contrary to what was determined in the Act of

the General Assembly, anno \122, upon these subjects; and that he should be ad-

monished to keep the form of sound words, and to beware of expressing himself upon

any occasion, in such terms as may be of bad influence on Christian practice, or any

ways tend to weaken the life and power of godliness, and be of dangerous conse-

quence to the great interests of precious souls : which report of the committee the

General Assembly having heard, and maturely considered, they did, and hereby do,

agree thereto, and enact accordingly ; and the said Mr Gabriel Wilson being called

in, was admonished and prohibited by the Moderator in the terms of this act.

XII.

Sess. 12 et idt, May 21, 1723.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburii-h, upon the second Thursday of May next to come, 1724 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing of the 68th Psalm,

from the 18th verse to the 21st, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by
Jo. DuNDASj Ch, Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 14, 1724.

I.

Sess. 1 May 14, 1724.— The King's Commission to James Earl of Findlater and

Seafield produced^ and ordered to be Recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. I, May 14, 1724.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner, \Ath May 1724.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 16, 1724.

—

The General Assembltfs Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.
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IV.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 16, 1724,

—

Act concerning Commissionsfrom Universities and Burghs,

The General Assembly, for the greater uniformity in commissions to the members of
Assemblies, do resolve and appoint, that the Presbytery's attestation and approbation of

all commissions from universities and burghs to their representatives in Assembly, as

well as the commissions from Presbyteries, shall, in all time coming, bear the follow-

ing clause, viz.—" And, further, that the said commissioner is every other way
qualified to be a member of the Assembly, according to the Acts of Assembly."

Sess. 5, May 19, 172-4.

—

Act erecting the Synod of Glenelg, andfour Presbyteries

therein.

The General Assemblj', taking under consideration the overture transmitted by
the late Assembly for erecting of four new Presbyteries and a Synod, and having
heard the returns of the Synods and Presbyteries concerned, thereupon ; and consider-

ing that through the greatness of ministerial charges in the bounds after mentioned—the

great way that the ministers thereof have to travel to their Synods and Presbyteries

—

and that when they do attend the same, they are long detained, and much diverted

from their parochial and ministerial work, and from watching over their flocks, and
guarding their people against the poisonous influence of Popish emissaries, and others

disaffected to our happy establishment ; do, for a remedy to these things, hereby re-

scind and make void and null the Act of the General Assembly, anno 1642, entitled,

" Act anent the joining the Presbytery of Skye to the Synod of Argyle ;" and also do
disjoin the parishes and Presbyteries after named, from the Presbyteries and Synods
they formerly belonged to, and do erect the parishes of Glenelg, Kintail, Lochalsh,

Lochcarron, Gairloch, Lochbroom, and Assint, with the pertinents thereof, into a Pres-

bytery, to be called the Presbytery of Gairloch, and to have their meetings for ordinary

in that place : And do erect the parishes of Kilmalie in Lochabcr, Kilmanivaig, Aber-
tarlf, Laggan, and Urquhart, and Glenmorristoun, into another Presbytery, to be called

the Presbytery of Abertarff', and to have their meetings at Killiwhimin : And do erect

the whole parishes of the Isle of Skye, and small islands next adjacent thereto, into a

third Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Skye, and to have their meetings

for ordinary at Slrowan in Bracadale : And do erect the whole parishes in

the Lewis, Harris, North and South Uists, and Barra, and small islands adjacent

thereto, with Hirta, into a fourth Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Long
Island, and to have their meetings, per vices, at Rudil in Harris, and Ballallan in

Lewis : And ordains the foresaid four Presbyteries to have their first meetings, at

their respective places of meeting above mentioned, the second Wednesday of July

next. And the General Assembly hereby erects the foresaid four Presbyteries into a

provincial Synod, to be called the Synod of Glenelg, and to have their first meeting

at Glenelg, the first Wednesday of July 1725 years; and thereafter to meet once in

the year, that day and place, and oftener, when and where they shall see needful

;

and appoints them to send one minister and a ruling elder to correspond with each

of the Synods of Argyle and Ross; and these two Synods, each of them, to send two

ministers and one ruling elder, to correspond with the said Synod of Glenelg, aye

and until the Assembly see cause to restrict the number of these correspondents.

And the Assembly declares the foresaid Synod and Presbyteries therein to have the

same powers and privileges which any other Synod or Presbyteries of this Church,

by the Word of God, and constitutions of this Ghurch, have. And because the ministers

at present in the Presbyteries of Gairloch and Abertarif are few, the General Assem-

bly appoints the Presbytery of Skye to send two or more ministers, and a ruling

elder with each of them, to meet with and assist the said Presbytery of Gairloch in

their presbyterial work ; and also to send ministers and probationers to supply vacant
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churches therein. xYnd likewise appoints the Presbyteries of Inverness and Aber-

nethy to send each of them a minister and a ruling elder, to correspond with the

Presbytery of Abertarff, until the vacancies in the said Presbyteries of Gairloch and

Abertarft" shall be fully planted. And the General Assembly ordains the whole four

new Presbyteries above named to lay an account of their circumstances before the next

General Assembly or (Commission ; and appoints letters to be written to the old

Presbyteries and Synods above mentioned, intimating the premises to them, and re-

quiring them to acquaint the brethren in their bounds to give obedience to this Act.

And the Assembly appoints all concerned to observe what is hereby enjoined, as

they will be answerable to the General Assemblies of this Church. And, lastly, it

is referred to the Commission of the General Assembly to give all the assistance,

concurrence, and encouragement they can to the foresaid new Synod and Pres-

byteries, and to the brethren therein, in order to the carrying on a reformation in

the foresaid bounds, and to give them advice in difficult matters when applied unto

for that elFect. And it is hereby declared, that the annexation of the parish of Assint

to the Presbytery of Gairloch is only temporary, until the Assembly shall consider

what other Presbytery the same ought to be joined unto.

VI.

Sess. 6, Mat/ 20, 1724.

—

Act concerning the more frequent Cekhration of the Lord's

Supper.

The General Assembly, considering that the Act 6th of Assembly, anno 1711, en-

titled, " Recommendation concerning the Administration of the Lord's Supper," hzs

not had its full effect, do hereby revive and renew the said Act ; and do appoint Pres-

byteries to do all they can to have the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper more fre-

quently administered in their bounds throughout the several months of the year.

And in regard it has been represented, that there are some disorders committed in

divers places at such occasions, especially on the Lord's Day ; therefore, the Genera!

Assembly does hereby enjoin Kirk-sessions and Presbyteries to endeavour the re-

formation of such disorders ; and for that end, that Presbyteries take care that on the

liord's Day, upon which the sacrament is to be administered in any congregation, the

neighbouring congregations be supplied with sermon ; and that the ministers of the

several parishes, where the sacrament is to be administered, do give public warning,

on the preparation day, to all their audience, that if any disorders shall be committed

by any person on the Lord's Day, those guilty will be censured acconling to the de-

gree of their offence. And the General Assembly appoints the several Presbyteries,

at their privy censures, to call the respective brethren in their bounds to an accoimt

as to their observation of this and the other above mentioned Act, and to record

their diligence in their books. And likewise ordains the several Synods to see to

the punctual observation of the said Acts, and, particularly, at their privy censures, to

call their respective Presbyteries to a strict account with regard to their observation

of what is above enjoined ; and to record also their diligence in their books, that

their obedience herein may come under the consideration of the General Assemblies

of this Church.

VIL

Sess. 13, May 26, 1724.

—

Act concerning vagrant Beggars, Maintenance of the Poor,

and Recommendationsfor Charity.

The General Assembly does instruct their Commission to consider what may be

proper for ministers and church judicatures, in their several capacities, to do, for

maintaining of the poor, and restraining of vagrant beggars in their respective

bounds. And, in the meantime, the Assembly recommends it to ministers and
Kirk-sessions, Presbyteries, and Synods, to take effectual care, and use all due means,

to get every parish to maintain their own poor; and to make earnest application to
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Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace, Commissioners of Supply, and lieritors in their re-

spective bounds, and to Magistrates of Burghs, tliat the laws against vagrant and
sturdy beggars be put into vigorous execution. And the General Assembly further

enjoins Synods, Presbyteries, Kirk-sessions, and Ministers, strictly to observe the

19th Act of Assembly, 1696, which discharges them to give recommendations for

charity to any without their own bounds : and appoints that recommendations given

wiihin their bounds be for a definite time.

VIII.

Ses.i. 14, May 2<\, 1724, pnat meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders for discussine/ dicers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty

affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate and a])point their reverend

brethren, Mr William Wisheart, Principal of' the College of Edinburgh, and one of

the ministers of that city, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this General As-

sembly, to the effects after mentioned, with p(;wcr to the said commissioners or their

(piorum, &e. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as the corresponding Act ot the

two precedmg years.)

IX.

Sess. 14, Mayi2G, 1724:, post meridiem.—Act concernine/ Commissions to Ruling Elders.

The General Assembly appoints and ordains, that all commissions hereafter to fee

given to ruling elders in this Church, as members of Assembly, shall bear this addi-

tional clause, viz., " And in particular, that the said ciders are qualified in all respects,

according to what is required by the 9th Act of the General Assembly, held crnno

1722."

X.

Sess.ult., May 21, 1724.

—

Act appointinej the Diet of the next General Assembly.

'J'he next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, 1725 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 122d Psalm,

from the 6th verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DunDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 4, Alay 18, 1724.— Overture concerning the Form of a Licence to Probationers.*

The Committee for Overtures brought in the draught of a licence to be given by
Presbyteries to probationers, after they have passed their trials, in order to their being

allowed to preach the Gospel, which was transmitted by the late Commission to this

Assembly, with an overture that the said form of a licence should be established, and

that every probationer should be obliged to have such a licence before he be allowed

to preach the Gospel ; and that no other form of a licence than that after mentioned

should be regarded, the tenor of\Yhich follows:—"The Presbytery of

taking into consideration that having passed his course at the college,

and thereafter studied divinity for the space of six years ; as also having resided for

the most part of that time wiihin the bounds of this Presbytery, or having resided

• This and the following Overture do not appear to have been passed into Acts —Ed. 1843.

4 C
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six months within those bounds, and been recommended by the Presbytery or Pres-

byteries of , where he resided for the most part of that time, as a person

fit to be entered on trials ; and they being satisfied with the testimonials given as to

his life and conversation ; as also, having had sufficient testimonials from the Professors

of Divinity with whom he studied, during the time of his attendance with them, as to

his proficiency in his studies, and his good behaviour; and neighbouring Presbyteries,

as also the Synod of the bounds, having been acquainted with the design of entering

him on trials, and their advice obtained thereto, he was admitted to the usual trials

appointed by the Acts of the General Assembly of this Church;* and having passed

through all the parts thereof, the said Presbytery did, upon the day of

3'ears, declare their satisfaction with the said his literature,

and other necessary qualifications ; and thereupon the questions appointed to be put

to such as are to be licensed, prescribed by the 10th Act of the General Assembly,

held in the year 1711, being put to him, he gave satisfying answers to all the said

Questions, and then did judicially subscribe the Fonnula annexed to the said Act, and
thereby coming under the engagements to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and Presby-

terian government of this Church, contained in the said Act, Question, and Formula

;

he was licensed by the foresaid Presbytery to preach the Gospel of Christ, and exer-

cise his gifts as a probationer for the holy ministry. And now being designed to go

elsewhere, the said Presbytery doth hereby allow him this extract of his licence."

And the General Assembly having heard the said form of a licence and overture

read, and having reasoned thereupon, they did transmit the saiue to the several Pres-

byteries within this Church, to be considered by them, and appointed them, in the

terms of the 9th Act of Assembly, 1697, to send up their opinion thereupon to the

next General Assembly ; and to render the examining the said form more easy to the

Presbyteries, they appointed the Acts of Assembly related to therein to be set down
upon the margin thereof.

Sess. 14, May 20, 1124, post meridiem.-—Overture as to Ministers, Prohationers, Elders,

and Deacons, their signing the Formula prescribed hy Act of Assembly, anno 1711.

The General Assembly, for the greater uniformity and equality amongst the office-

bearers of this {'hurch, as to their obligations with respect thereto, do transmit to the

several Presbyteries the following overture, to be considered by them, that they may
send in their opinion of it to the next General Assembly, in manner directed by the

9th Act of Assembly, anno 1697, viz., "That all the ministers of this Church, and
probationers for the holy ministry, who have not yet subscribed the Formula pre-

scribed by the 10th Act of Assembly, held anno 1711; and all ruling ciders and
deacons that shall be hereafter ordained to these offices within this Church, shall,

at their admission, and before they begin to act or vote in Church Judicatories, in

their foresaid capacities, subscribe the said Formula."

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 0, 1725.

Sess. 1, May 6, 1725.— The King's Commission to Hugh Earl of Loudoun produced,
and ordered to be recorded.

/
The General Assembly, &c.

• Act 5th, Assembly, 1705; Act 10th, Assembly, 1711 ; Act 6th, Assembly, 1714.
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II.

Sess. 1, J\Iai/ 6, 1725.— The King's most (/racious Letter to the General Assembli/, pre-
sented to them by his Majesti/s Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. That steady zeal and affection to our person and government,
as well as concern for the interest and prosperity of the Church, which have
so eminently appeared in your former Assemblies, leave us no room to doubt but we
shall find in you the same good spirit and disposition on all future occasions, espe-
cially in this your present meeting, which wc therefore most willingly approve of, and
countenance with our royal authority.

We have given you so many assurances of our resolutions to maintain inviolable

the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, as by law established, that we
think it unnecessary to repeat them at this time, or to recommend to you such mea-
sures as shall be conceived to conduce most to the flourishing estate of the true re-

formed religion, the promoting of virtue, and discouraging vice and immorality; in

all which you may be assured of our approbation and concurrence.

Our Commissioner has it in his instructions to signify to you the steps taken by us
to put some stop to the spreading of ignorance and profaneness on the one hand, and
the trafficking of Popish priests and emissaries on the other, in the Highlands and
Islands, of which frequent representations have been laid before us, from several pre
ceding Assemblies and their Commissions.

As nothing can be more becoming a religious assembly than the spirit of modera-
tion and unanimity, so can it suffer in nothing more than in divisions ; which we
therefore most earnestly exhort you to avoid, and guard against the practices of such
as would labour to destroy that brotherly love and affection which ought to shine and
prevail in all your debates and councils.

We are so sensible of the capacity and abilities of our right trusty and well-beloved
cousin and counsellor, Hugh Earl of Loudoun, that we have thought fit to renew our
choice of him to represent our royal person in this Assembly, not doubting but his

true concern for the Church, as well as zeal for our service, will render him accept-
able to you. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court of St James', the 17th day of April 1725, in the 11th year of

By his INlajesty's command,

ROXBCRGH.

III.

Sess. 3, May 8, 172.5.— The General Assembly s Answer to the Kinys most

yracious Letter.

May it please your JNIajesty,

We embrace, with the greatest satisfaction, this new opportunity of making a dutiful

return to your Majesty's most gracious letter to us. \Ve esteem it our great honour
that your Majesty is pleased again to take notice, in so kind and encouraging terms,

of the steady zeal and affection to your Majesty's roval person and government,

which has appeared in the former Assemblies of this (,'hurch ; and we should be most

unworthy of so many instances of your roval favour if we did not continue to be of

ihe same good spirit and disposition on all future occasions, and particularly in this

our present meeting, which vour IMajcsty is pleased so willingly to approve of, and
countenance with your royal authority.
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It is with the greatest joy and satisfaction we reflect on the many repeated assiir-

lances your Majesty has been pleased formerly to give ns of your resolution to main-

tain inviolable the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, by law established,

on which we rely with the most entire confidence ; and do acknowledge ourselves to

be thereby laid under the strongest obligations to pursue such measures as shall be

conceived to conduce most to the flourishing estate of the true reformed religion, the

promoting of virtue, and discouraging vice and immorality ; in which we are greatly

encouraged by the assurance your Majesty gives us of your royal approbation and
concLurence.

May it please your Majesty,

As your Majesty's reign and wise administration has, from the beginning, been

most auspicious to all your dominions, so they have, in a very particular manner,

proved a great blessing to this Church ; and we have now a new and distinguished

instance of your Majesty's great goodness and fatherly care, in appointing a proper

fund to be applied for the provision and entertainment of such itinerant preachers

and catechists as shall be employed in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, for re-

moving of ignorance, and putting a stop to profaneness and the growth of Popery;
for which royal bounty we are engaged, by the strongest ties, to return our most sin-

cere and duti ul thanks.

We cannot but rejoice that the representations, made by former Assemblies and
their Commissions, have moved your royal heart so effectually to take care of the

good of mankind and the welfere of precious souls, as to provide so bountitully for in-

structing them in the faith and prat'tice of the true Christian religion, and prevent-

ing their being seduced to vice and the errors of Popery.

As we have the deepest sense of gratitude for this your royal donation, so we hope
the due and faithful application of it to the pious purposes for which it is granted by
your Majesty, shall appear by the accounts of the distribution, which shall be annually

exhibited to your Majesty's High Treasurer, or Commissioners of your Treasury, or

Barons of your Majesty's Court of Exchequer in Scotland, in obedience to the direc-

tion contained in your Majesty's royal warrant ; and it docs afford us the greatest

pleasure and encouragement to consider, that by the blessing of God on our endea-
vours, the saine methods that contribute to remove the ignorance and superstition of

the rude inhabitants of those remote places, and to defeat the attempts of Popish emis-

saries, must necessarily tend to impress them with sentiments of loyi>Ity towards

your Majesty, to jiromote the interest of your hajipy govenunent and royal family,

and dispose them to give a due and eheerliil obedience to your Majesty and the just

lavvs, to which all your subjects ought to conform themselves. We have always

looked on ourselves to be bound, by the strictest tics, to endeavour to influence the

people committed to our charge with a due sense of their duty in those j)articulars,

and we shall be careful to instruct such ns shall be employed upon your Majesty's

gracious donation, to use their utmost endeavours among the jjcople with whom they

are to deal for the same purpose.

We are very sensible, tbat notb.ing can be more becoming a religious Assembly
than the spirit of moderation and unanimity, and that it can suffer by nothing more
than by divisions; and, therefore, (as your ^lajesty is pleased graciously to exhort

us,) we are resolved, by the grace of Cod, to avoid them, and to guard against the

practices of all such as, under any pretence whatsoever, would labour to destroy that

brotherly love and affection whicli, your ^Majesty so justly observes, ought to shine in

all our debates and councils.

The Earl of Loudoun's capacity and abilities, by wliich he has so often distinguished

himself in your Majesty's service, and in promoting the good of this Church, whose
interests were on many occasions the particular care of tiis noble arjcestors, render

your Majesty's choice of him to represent your royal person in this Assembly most
acceptable to us.

Tliat our gracious God may plentifully reward your Majesty and your ro3'al family

the many great favours you have conferred upon this Church ; that He may long
preserve your Majesty, to reign a happy prince over an obe Jient people ; that He may
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ng continue you to be guardian of the Protestant religion both at home and abroad
;

at He may greatly bless their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales,
long

that

and their royal offspring, and make these nations happy in a succession of Protestant

princes of your royal line to latest posterity, who may inherit your royal virtues as

well as your crown, is, and shall be, the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Si'med in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Ja. Alston, Moderator.

IV.

8ess, 11, May 15, 1725.— Commhsion to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint

their reverend brethren, Mr James Alston, minister at Dirleton, their Moderator, &c.

;

to be commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned ; with

power to the said commissioners or their quorum, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same

terms as the corresponding Act of the three preceding years.)

Sess. 11, May 15, 1725.

—

Act erecting the Presbytery of Cairston, and a Synod in

Orkney.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the circumstances of the mini-

sters of Orkney and Caithness, and the great difKculty they have in attending their

judicatures, as they are now constituted, by reason of the dangerous seas and ferries

that lie betwixt their residences and the places at present fixed for the meeting of the

said judicatures; for remedying of the which inconveniences, and for the more easy

and icgular carrying on of the Lords work in those countries, they did, and hereby

do, unite and erect the ministers of Kirkwall, Deerness and St Andrews, Holme,

South Ronaldshay, and Evie and Rcndall, and a ruling elder from each united parish,

in one Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Kirkwall, and to meet at the town

of Kirkwall ; the ministers of the parishes of Birsay and Harray, Firth and Stenhousc,

Orphir, Fandwick and Stromness, Gra3msay and Hoy, and Walls and Flotta, with a

ruling elder from each of these united parishes, into another Presbytery, to be called

the Presbytery of Cairston, and to meet at Cairston. Also, they appoint the mini-

sters of the jiarishesof Rousay and Egilshay, Westray, and Papa \^ estray, Cross-parish,

Burness and North Ronaldshay, Lady-parish, Strunsay and Eday, and Slia))inshay,

with their ruling elders, to continue their meeting together as formerly, and to con-

stitute a third Presbytery, to retain the name of the Presbytery of North Isles; and

they appoint the Presbytery of Kirkwall to have their first meeting at Kirkwall, upon

the first Wednesday of July next, and thereafter at such times as they shall find con-

venient ; and the Presbytery of Cairston to meet at the Church thereof, upon the

third Wednesday of July next, and thereafter at such times as they shall see cause.^

And, further, the General Assembly unites and erects the said three Presbyteries of

Kirkwall, Cairston, and North Isles, into a Synod, to be called the Synod of Orkney ;

and ap])oints them to meet at Kirkwall, and to hold their first meeting upon the last

Wednesday of July next, and thereafter at such times and places as they shall judge

needful and convenient, and so to continue in all time coming. And the Assembly

hereby declares, that the said Synod, and the Presbyteries lh:.t constitute the same,

shall have the same powers and jirivileges that any other Synods anil Presbyteries of

this Church have, by the Word of God and constitutions of this Church. And,
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further, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, disjoin and dismember the Pres-
bytery of Caithness from the Synod of Orkney, and do adjoin and annex them to the
Synod of Ross and Sutherland ; and appoints the said Synod to have their first

meeting at Tain, the first Tuesday of September next, and their second at Dornoch,
the first Tuesday of April next ; and thereafter to hold their meetings at the said

places yoer vices, at such times as they shall find necessary and expedient. And the

General Assembly hereby ordains the Synod of Ross and Caithness to send two mini-

sters correspondents to the said Synod of Orkney at every meeting ; and ordains the

Synod of Orkney to send one of their number to correspond with the Synod of Ross
at their meetings. And, lastly, considering that the minister of Shapinshay lives

within two miles of the town of Kirkwall, therefore, for the better assistance of the

foresaid Presbyteries, they ordain the said minister to correspond with the Presby-
tery of Kirkwall; and suchlike, appoints the two ministers ol Kirkwall, by turns, to

correspond with the Presbytery of Cairston, beginning with the eldest of the said

ministers.

VL

Sess. Jilt., May 17, 1725.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruliny Elders for Refor-

mation of the Hiyhhtnds and Islands of Scotland, andfor Manayement of the Kinfs
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that his Majcstj', upon its

being represented to him, by the General Assemblies of this Church, that Popery and
ignorance did increase and prevail in several places in the Highlands and Islands, had,

out of his great concern for the glory of God and good of souls, signified his gracious

inclination to contribute yearly tiie sum ofL.lOOO stcrHng, to encourage itinerant

preachers and catechists to go to these ])arts ; and that his Majesty's royal warrant is

already issued for L.IOOO sterling ['or this year, the distribution whereof is entrusted

to this Assembly ; to the intent, therefore, that the same may be managed with all

due care and fidelity, in pursuance of the great and good ends mentioned in the said

royal warrant, and conform to it in all points, the Assembly does appoint and ordain

as follows :

—

Primo, That Mr John Dundas of Philipstouu, procurator for the Church,

be empowered, likeas he is hereby empowered, to receive the said L. 1000 sterling for

this first year, and to grant discharge for the same, he giving sutficicnt bail to the com-
mittee underwritten to apply the said sum, after deducting the charges of the warrant,

according to the orders of that committee. S'cci/ndo, That the persons after named, viz.,

the Reverend Mr James Alston, minister of the Gospel at Dirleton, their Moderator;

Messrs William Wishart, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, William Hamilton,

Professor of Divinity there, William Mitchell at Edinburgh. William Miller there,

James Nisbct there, James Ramsay at Kelso, John Stirling, Principal of the College

of Glasgow, Niel Campbell at Renfrew, Allan Logan at Culross, James Haddow,
Principal of the New (College of St Andrews, Alexander Anderson at St Andrews,
James Craig at Edinburgh, Samuel Semple at Libberton, Niel M'Vicar at West Kirk,

James Smith at Cramond, John Cuming at Himibie, James Hart at Edinburgh,

John Wilkie at Strathbrock, Matthew Crawford, Professor of Church History in the

College of Edinburgh, Robert Kinloch at Dundee, William Steuart at Perth, William

Morison at Tiree and Coll, George Chalmers, Principal of the King's College of

Aberdeen, James Chapman at Cromdale, Hugh Munro at Tain, Daniel M'Aulay at

Bracadale, James Guthry at Irongray, and John Anderson at Kirkmaiden, Ministers

;

the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Lauderdale, George Lord Reay, Sir Hugh
Dalrymple of North Berwick, Baronet, Lord President of the Session, Mr Robert

Dundiis, younger of Arniston, his Majesty's Advocate, Adam Cockburn of Ormistou,

Lord Justice-Clerk, Sir Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen, Baronet, Mr James Erskine of

Grange, Sir Francis Grant of CuUen, Baronet, Mr James Hamilton of Pencaitland, Sir

Andrew Home of Kiminerghame, Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, seven of the Senators

of the College of Justice, John Campbell, E;q., Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Colonel

John Erskine of Carnock, Sir James Stc\^art of Goodtrces, Baronet, Colonel Robert
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Slnnro of Fowlis, Mr Patrick Grant of Easter Elchies, advocate, Mr Hup;h I)al-

rviii[)lc, senior, advocate, George Drummond, Esq., one of the Conimissioners of His
]\Iajestv's Customs, and 3Ir James Boswell of Aucliinleck, RuVuu/ Elders ; shall be
a conunittec, to continue and endure till another committee be nominated in their

room, with full power to employ and lay out the said sum for the ends mentioned in

His iMajesty's royal warrant; who are hereby empowered to choose their own mode-
rator and clerk, and appointed to have their meetings at Edinburgh upon the Fridays,

at nine o'clock forenoon, next after the meetings of the Commission of the General
Assembly in May current, August, November, and March next; and their first

meeting to be in the Burgh-room, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, the first day after

the dissolution of this Assembly, with power to adjourn themselves to such times and
places, and to name sub-committees, to prepare matters, and see their orders exe-

cuted, as they shall think fit, and to meet ofteuer as there may he occasion, upon
advertisement by their moderator or clerk, and that nine shall be a quorum, where-

of six shall be ministers ; and ttiey are appointed to cause keep a record of their

proceedings. Tertio, They are to appoint itinerant preachers and catechists to go
to the proper ])laces designed in his Majesty's warrant ; and for that end they are

carefully to inform themselves of the fit places where the said itinerant preachers

ai'e to be sent and employed, and of persons duly qualified for that service, of good
abilities for the same, of a pious life and conversation, prudent, of undoubted loyalty

to his jNlajcsty, and competently skilled in the principles of divinity, and in Popish
controversies; and that none be employed as catechists but such as are certified and
found, upon due trial, to be so qualified. And for these ends, the connnittee are to

correspond with Presbyteries where these preachers and catechists are to be em-
ployed, and with the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their com-
mittee, and to advise with the Commission appointed by this Assembly, as there

may be occasion ; and all these itinerant preachers and catechists are appointed to

be subject to the Presbyteries of the bounds to which they are sent, and to be under
their inspection ; and the said Presbyteries are to take care that the orders of the

committee be duly observed by the said preachers and catechists ; and the said

])reachers are also ap])ointed to catechise, and both they and the catechists to in-

struct the people from house to house, and visit the sick ; and, iu all their labours

among the people, to be careful to teach them the principles and duties of the true

Christian Protestant religion, and the obligation they are under to duty and loyalty

to our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws ; and the committee are

empowered to give them such instructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they
.sliall judge meet, and they are appointed to obey the same. Quarto, That the al-

lowance to an itinerant preacher do not exceed the sum of forty pounds sterling ]ier

annum, and that the allowance to a catechist do not exceed the sum of twenty-five

pounds sterling lor the said time, except upon special circumstances of sickness,

losses, or other accidents. Quiiito, To the end people may have the benefit of baptism
and marriage in remote corners of large parishes, or where the parishes are vacant, the

committee is hereby empowered to appomt ministers of settled congregations within

the bounds of the Synods of Argyle, Ross, Moray, Aberdeen, and Perth, and Pres-

bytery of Dumbarton, to go to proper places, for which they are to have a suitable

allowance out of the fund, not exceeding four pounds sterling per month, except in

the cases foresaid, and such ministers are to be subject to the Presbyteries in whose
bounds they are to be employed during their mission ; and they are hereby ordered

to obey the committee's appointments for their going to the same, otherwise to be

censured by the Connnission appointed by this Assembly, upon their disobediences

being represented to them ; and their respective Presbyteries are required to supply

their churches during their absence, and they are hereby declared not transport-

able to the Highlands. Also the committee is to direct Presbyteries to order the

changing of posts between ministers of settled parishes and probationers employed
in the distant corners thereof, that the people may be readily served with ordinances

which ordained ministers only can dispense. And, lastly, the committee are in all

points strictly to conform themselves to the terms and articles of his Majesty's

royal warrant, in the discharge of the trust hereby committed unto them. And
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the General Assembly ordains the several Presbyteries of the bounds pointed at

in his Majesty's warrant, to meet as soon as they can, and draw up a state of

their bounds, and send in the same to the agent for the Church, to be laid before

the said committee ; and ordains copies hereof to be printed, and sent to Synods and

Presbyteries.

VII.

Sess. ult., May 17, 1725.

—

Act estnhlishinij fhr Forms nf Commissions to Members of
the General Assemb/i/, and Attestations thereof.

The General Assembly, judging it very necessary, that Commissions to members
of the National Assemblies of this Churcli, and attestations thereof, should be ac-

cording to, and in the terms prescribed by, the Acts formerly made concerning the

same, have appointed, and hereby do appoint and ordain, the following forms of Com-
missions and attestations to be observed by Presbyteries, Sessions, Universities, and
Burghs; and enact and ordain, That all such Commissions and attestations be pre-

cisely in the terms following, respectively ; and prohibits Presbyteries and Sessions

to grant or attest any Commissions which are not in these precise words; and

likewise prohibits Presbyteries and Sessions to grant their own attestations in any

other words than those prescribed in this Act ; with certification, that, in time

coming, every Commission not conceived and attested in these very words shall be

rejected.

Form of Commissions hy Presbyteries.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of did, and hereby do, nominate and ap-

point Mr minister at and Mr minister at

and and ruling elders, their commissioners to the next Gene-
ral Assembly of this Church, indited to meet at the day of

next to come, or when and where it shall hap])en to sit, willing them to repair there-

to, and to attend all the diets of the same ; and there to consult, vote, and deter-

mine, in all matters that come before them, to the glory of God, and the good of his

Church, according to the Word of God, the Confession of Faith, and agreeable to the

constitutions of this Church, as they will be answerable ; and that they report their

diligence therein at their return therefrom. And the said Presbytery does hereby

testify and declare, that all the ministers above named have signed the formula en-

joined by the 10th Act of the Assembly, anno 1711; and the Ruling Elders above

written have signed the Formula prescribed by the 11th Act of the Assembly, 1094.

And, further, that all the said conunissioners are every other way qualified to be

members of the Assembl)', according to the Acts of the Assembly; and, in particular,

that the said elders arc qualified in all respects, according to what is required by
Act 9th of the General Assembly, held anno 1722. Extracted by C. D. Cls.

Attestation.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of having had the above extract of their

commission to their representatives in the ensuing Assembly laid before them, they

caused it to be read, and having revised and considered the same, they did approve

thereof. Attested by A. B. Moderator.

Or Cls.

Form of Commissionsfrom Universities.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Principal, Professors, Masters, and other Members of the Uni-^
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versity of , havinf>; right to elect, did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint

, their commissioner to the next General Assembly of this Church,
indited to meet at , the day of next to come, or when and
where it shall happen to sit, willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all the diets

of the same, and there to consult, vote, and determine, in all matters that come be-

fore them, to the glory of God and good of his Church, according to the Word of

God, the Confession of Faith, and agreeable to the constitutions of this Church, as

he will be answerable ; and that he report his diligence therein at his return there-

from. And it is hereby testified and declared, that the said is a minister

(or an elder) of this Church, lawfully ordained, and hath signed the Formula enjoined

by the lOtli Act of the Assembly, anno 1711 ; (or, if an elder,) hath signed the For-

mula prescribed by the 11th Act of the Assembly, 16y-l. And further, that the said

commissioner is every other way qualified to be a member of the Assembly, according

to the Acts of the Assembly
; (and if an elder, it must be said,) and, in particular, he is

qualified in all respects, according to what is required by the 9th Act of the General

Assembly, held anno 1722. Extracted by C. D.

Attestation.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of having had produced before them a

commission given by the University of to , to represent the

said university in the ensuing General Assembly of this National (church, do, in the

terms of 4th Act of Assembly, 1720, the 7th Act of Assembly, 1723, and 4th Act of

Assembly, 1724, testify and declare, that the said is a minister, (or an
elder,) lawfully ordained, that he has signed the Formula enjoined by the 1 0th Act of

Assembly, 1711
;

(or, if an elder,) hath signed the Formula prescribed by the 11th

Act of Assembly', 1694, and that he is a master of the said university, or

And further, that the said connnissioner is every other way qualified to be a member
of the Assembly, according to the Acts of Assembly. This signed by

A. B., Moderator.

Furin of Commissionsfrom Burghs,

At the day of years.

The which day, the Magistrates and Town-Council of being convened
in council, did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint their commis-
sioner to the next General Assembly of this Church, indited to meet at

the day of next to come, or when and where it shall happen to sit,

willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all the diets of the same, and there to

consult, vote, and deternniie, in all matters that come before them, to the glory of

God and the good of his Church, according to the Word of God, the Confession of

Faith, and agreeable to the constitutions of this Church, as he will be answerable

;

and that he report his diligence therein at his return therefroni. And it is hereby

testified and declared, that the said is an elder of this Church, lawfully

ordained, and hath signed the Formula enjoined by the 11th Act of Assembly, 1694,

and is every other way qualified to be a member of Assembly, according to the Acts

of Assembly ; and, in particular, he is qualified, in all respects, according to what is re-

quired by the 9th Act of the General Assembly, held anno 1722. Extracted by
^

C. D., Cls.

Attestation hj the Kirk-Session.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Kirk-Session of having had laid before them a com-

mission given by the Magistrates and Town-Coimcil of to , to

represent the said burgh in the ensuing General Assembly of this National Church,

do, in the terms of the 4th Act of Assembly, 1720, testify and declare, that the said

4 D
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is an elder lawfully ordained, and that he has signed the Formula pre-

scribed by the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1694; and likewise, that he is (a

residenter in the said burgh ;) or (an heritor in the said burgh
; ) or (an heritor in the

bounds of the Presbytery of , within which the said burgh lies ;) or (has

formerly resided and officiated as an elder in the said burgh ;) or (Presbytery of

within which the said burgh does lie.) Extracted by

A. B., Moderator.

C. D., Ch.

Attestation hy the Presbytery.

At the day of years.

The which daj', the Presbytery of having had produced before them a

commission given by the Magistrates and Town-Council of to , to

represent the said burgh in the ensuing General Assembly of this National Church,

with an attestation of the Kirk-Session of the said burgh, conform to the direction of

the Act 9th, Assembly, 1718; Act 4th, Assembly, 1720; and Act 4th, Assembly,

1724; do, in the terms of the foresaid acts, likewise testify and declare that the said

is an elder lawfully ordained, and that he has signed the Formula pre-

scribed by the 1 1th Act of Assembly, 1694; and likewise, that he is (a residenter in

the burgh,) or (an heritor in the said burgh ;) or (an heritor in the bounds of the

Presbytery of , within which the said burgh lies ;) or (has formerly re-

sided and officiated as an elder in the said burgh ;) or (Presbytery of ,

within which the said burgh does lie.) And further, that the said commissioner is

every other way qualified to be a member of the Assembly, according to the Acts of

Assembly. This signed by A. B., Moderator.

VIII.

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

at Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, 1726 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 133d Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DUNDAS, Cls. Eccl, Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 5, 1726.

Sess. 1, 3Iay 5, 1726.— The King's Commission to Hugh Earl ofLoudoun pro-

duced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.
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II.

Sess. I, 3Iai/ 5, 1726.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to theyi bg his Majestg^s Commissioner,

George, R.

Eight Reverend and well-beloved,

We greet you well. The many proofs we have received of your zeal and affection

for our person and government, of your care and concern for the peace and welfare

of the Church, for the suppressing of profaneness and immorality, and the prevent-
ing the growth of Popery, have induced us most willingly to approve of your present
meeting, and to countenance the same with our royal authority ; not doubting but
you come together with the same good dispositions you have formerly shown in so

eminent a manner, and with a resolution to do all that in you lies, towards promot-
ing the desirable ends and purposes before mentioned ; in the doing of which, you
may be well assured of our protection and assistance, being always ready to contri-

bute to so pious a work, and which so nearly concerns the honour of God, the peace
and quiet of our government, and the welfare of our subjects.

As we are firmly resolved to maintain the established government of the Church
in that part of our kingdom of Great Britain in the full enjoyment of all their rights

and privileges, we doubt not but you, on your part, will conduct yourselves with
that moderation and unanimity in all your debates and councils, and with that pru-
dence in all your proceedings, which become so venerable an Assembly, and which
will further entitle you to our royal favour.

We have again made choice of our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin and
counsellor, Hugh Earl of Loudoun, to represent our ro^'al person in this present As-
sembly, not doubting but the experience you have had of his great knowledge and
capacity, as well as of his zeal for our service, and his adherence to the principles of
the Church of Scotland and concern for its prosperitj', will make him acceptable to

you. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 12th day of April 1726, in the twelfth year

By His Majesty's Command,

of our reign.

HoLLis Newcastle.

in.

Sess. 3, May 7, 1726.— 77; e General Assembli/s Ansicer to the King's most gracious

letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal and faithful subjects, the ministers and elders met
in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, do, as in all duty bound, return

your Majesty our most humble and hearty thanks for your gracious letter to us, and
for your great goodness in signifying your favourable acceptance of the zeal and af-

fection of this Church for your Majesty's royal person and government—duties which
we account ourselves bound to by the strongest obligations. And that your Majesty
is pleased graciously to take notice of the concern we have shown for the peace and
welfare of the Church, for the suppressing of profaneness and immorality, and pre-

venting the growth of Popery, animates us to exert ourselves yet the more in there

duties, under the great encouragement given us by your iJajesty's approving our pre-

sent meeting, and countenancing the same with your royal authority ; and it shall be
our earnest care to show the like dispositions as formerly, to do all that in us lies to-
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wards promoting these desirable ends and purposes. The assurances your Majesty

is g:;raciously pleased to give us of your royal protection and assistance in doing of the

same, and of your readiness to countenance us in so pious a work, which so nearly

concerns the honour of God, the peace and quiet of your government, and welfare of

your subjects, make us deeply sensible of the great kindness of Heaven in blessing us

with such a Sovereign, and are such encouragements from a prince piously disposed,

and who has so much at heart the weal of his subjects, as must render us without ex-

cuse should we be remiss in our duty.

It is most comforting to us, and gives us a full confidence in your Majesty's royal

goodness, that you are graciously pleased to renew the assurances of your firm resolu-

tion to maintain the established government of this Church in the full enjoyment of

all their rights and privileges ; these being what we have exceedingly at heart, and
do judge ourselves the more strongly obliged, by these your Majesty's gracious assur-

ances, to conduct ourselves on our part with that moderation, unanimity, and pru-

dence that become us, and which may entitle us humbly to hope for the continuance

of your IMajesty's royal favour.

Your Majesty's pious and bountiful donation to the last Assembly of a sum to be

employed in maintaining itinerant preachers and catechists, in places where ignorance

and Poj)ery prevail, for remedying these evils, we humbly hope will be found to have

been exactly managed according to your Majesty's intentions, as will appear by the

accounts of the management, ready to be exhibited to your Majesty's Lord High
Treasurer, or Commissioners of your Majesty's Treasury, or to the Barons of your

Majesty's Court of Exchequer in Scotland, as your Majesty was graciously pleased to

direct. And now that your Majesty has, out of your royal goodness and laudable con-

cern for the good of the souls of your subjects, been pleased to renew your royal gift

to this Assembly, for the like pious purposes, which your Majesty's Commissioner has

delivered to us, we accept it with the most profound respect and thankfulness, and

shall endeavour not to be wanting on our i)art to employ it agreeably to your Ma-
jesty's royal will, and account for it as your Majesty has appointed in your royal war-

rant ; and in this we act with great cheerfulness, seeing, as we are bound to jjromote

obedience to your Majesty's just laws, the tendency of our endeavours is to make
those upon whom we bestow our labours, in so far as we succeed, by the blessing of

God, at the same time better subjects to your Majesty, as they are made better

Christians. And for this end, all care shall l)e taken by us that none be employed
in this service but such as are unquestionably well affected to your Majesty and your

auspicious government ; and we shall be careful to take all those we employ strictly

engaged to instil in the peo{)le the principles of loyalty and duty to your iVlajesty.

Your Majesty's choice of the Earl of Loudoun to represent your royal person in this

Assembly, we acknowledge thankfully, as a special mark of yoiu" regard to the good of

this (}hurch, having bad experience of his great knowledge and capacity, and of his

zeal for yom- Majesty's service; and it gives us particular satisfaction that your Ma-
jesty is pleased to mention, as a reason of vour choice, his adherence to the princijilcs

of this Church, and concern for its prosperity, of which he has given many convincing

proofs.

That your Majesty's jjrecious life, which is so great a blessing to all your people,

and the whole Protestant interest, may be long preserved ;—that the best of Heaven's

blessings may be plentifully poured out upon your royal person, the Prince of Wales,

the Princess, and all your royal offspring;—that your wise councils and undertakings,

for the happiness of your own kingdoms, the relief of distressed and persecuted Pro-

testants, the welfare of all the reformed Churches, and the good of Cluistendoin, may
be crowned with remarkable success;—that the designs of all your secret and avowed
enemies may be defeated ;—that your crown may long flourish upon your head, and

at length you may inherit immortal glory, are, and shall be, the earnest prayers ot,

May it ])leusc your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Will, Mitchell, Moderator.
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IV.

Sess. 6, May 11, 1726.

—

Act erecting the Presbytery of Tongue and Synod of Caithness.

The General Assembly, taking; into their consideration a proposal made to the late

Assembly, concerning the erecting of a Presbytery in Strathnaver, with the opinion

of the late Commission in that matter; and having heard the brethren from the Pres-

byteries concerned ; and it being informed that the ministers of the parishes after

named, whereof this Presbytery is to consist, are some of them twenty-four, others

forty and forty-two, and one of them fifty-two miles distant from the seat of their

Presbyteries, so that they can seldom attend the same, which is very uneasy both to

ministers and people : and that by this erection brethren will have for the most part

but one half of that way to travel to the Presbytery hereby erected ; and finding that

there have been of late divers new parishes erected in the foresaid bounds, and that

there will be a competent number of ministers in the Presbyteries of Dornoch and
Caithness, besides the brethren of that new Presbytery; and judging that the erec-

tions after mentioned may tend to the interest of religion and advantage of the country,

do therefore disjoin the parishes of Diurness, Edrachillis, Tongue, and Farr, from the

Presbytery of Caithness, and the parishes of Kildonan and Assint from the Presby-

tery of Dornoch, and do hereby erect those six parishes into a Presbytery by them-
selves, to be called the Presbytery of Tongue, and to have their meetings for ordinary

at Tongue ; and do appoint their first meeting to be there upon the first Wednesday of

October next to come ; and until al! the parishes in that Presbytery be fully planted,

the General Assembly appoints the Presbyteries of Dornoch and Caithness to send
correspondents to the Presbytery of Tongue. And likewise, considering that the Pres-

bytery of Caithness was, by the last Assembly, disjoined from the Synod of Orkney,
for the reasons mentioned in the Act made to that effect, and that the Presbyteries of

Caithness, Dornoch, and Orkney, were formerly a Synod, and that it would be a

hardship to oblige the Presbytery of Caithness to attend the Synod of Ross twice in

the year, because of the great distance ; and it being the Assembly's intention to make
the meetings of Synods as easy as possible to all concerned, therefore, they do disjoin

the Presbytery of Dornoch from the Synod of Ross, and hereby erect the Presbyteries

of Dornoch, Caithness, and Tongue, into a Provincial Synod, to be called the Synod of

Caithness and Sutherland ; and ordain their ordinary meetings to be at least once a

year at Dornoch and Thurso per vices, and their first diet to be at Dornoch the third

Wednesday of June 1727 ; and do appoint that Synoil to send correspondents to the

Synods of Ross and Orkney, and the said two Synods to send correspondents to the

Synod of Caithness and Sutherland. And the General Assembly declares the fore-

said Synod, and Presbyteries therein, to have the same powers and privileges which
any other Synod or Presbytery have by the Word of God and constitutions of this

Church.

iSess. 11, A/ay 16, 1726.

—

Act appointing a solemn National Fast.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the many weighty

cjuises of solemn fasting and humiliation before God, by reason of abounding sin, and

the withdrawing of his presence from his ordinances, and the power of his Spirit in a

great measure ; that gross ignorance, errors, impiety, profaneness, and imtnoralities

of all sorts do prevail ; and also considering the great growth of Popery in divers

parts of the land, and how much the practice of serious religion is neglected, the holy

laws of God, and the precious Gospel of his ever blessed Son, our Saviour, are con-

temned ; that pride, luxury, dishonesty, and uncharitableness, are arrived to so great

a height; and that perjury, and other gross impieties and immoralities, are so connnon

in the land, and so little laid to heart and mourned over, whereby a holy God is

greatly provoked ; and that all those evils are aggravated by the height of ingratitude

to God, to whom we stand engaged by the strongest tics and obligations, who, by a
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long tract of merciful Providences, has dealt most kindly with us, in sparing ns, and

preserving unto us our valuable liberties and reformed religion, for which he has often

signally interposed, especially by the late glorious Revolution, and the happy accession

of his present Majesty, King George, to the throne,—events never to be forgotten

;

and that these sins do still prevail, notwithstanding his Majesty's good laws against

vice, and his roj'al proclamation, out of a true zeal for the glory of God, for putting

the same in execution ; and in a time of clear light of the Gospel, and pure admini-

stration of the ordinances of Christ, by contemning of which the guilt of these sins is

aggravated to a high degree.

And considering, that by these things we are exposed to the hazard of calamitous

judgments, if God, of his infinite mercy, for the sake of our Lord and Saviour, pre-

vent it not ; and that our Protestant brethren abroad have had barbarous cruelty

exercised upon them, and are still groaning under great hardships and persecution
;

the General Assembly does, therefore, most seriously call and exhort all to the duties

of solemn fasting, himiiliation, and jiraycr, upon such a day as his Majesty shall

please to appoint,—the Assembly having made humble application to him for naming
the day, and for interposing his royal authority for the due observation of the same.

And hereby all are earnestly obtested to apply to the said duties seriously and devoutly,

mourning for, and endeavouring reformation of, those evils; and, for that end, to put up
fervent prayers for the plentiful effusion of the Holy Spirit, to give power and efficacy

to the blessed Gospel, and enable us to practise the duties of repentance towards

God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, for mercy throuifh his blood, the only

atonement, that deserved judgments may be averted, and that God may continue his

precious blessings with us, and give us grace to improve them.

That he may long preserve our Gracious Sovereign, and eminently bless the Prince

of Wales, the Princess, and all the royal fiunily ;—that he may direct and ])rosper his

]\iajesty's councils and cnterjtrises, for the good of his own subjects, and the preserva-

tion of the peace of Christendom, and relief of our persecuted Protestant brethren in

foreign parts;—that he would strengthen and support them imder their afflictions,

defeat the attempts of their adversaries, jn-ovide in mercy for their speedy deliverance,

and overrule the great affairs now in agitation for that end—and that God would be

graciously pleased to disappoint the restless endeavours of those who are enemies to

our religion and liberties—and that he may bless endeavours in prosecution of the en-

couragii>g means his Majesty hath afforded for removing ignorance, and putting a stop

to the growth of Popery—and that God may be graciously pleased to continue the

blessing of seasonable weather, joining thankfulness for the remarkable favour he hath

shown us this way. And the Assemljly enjoins all ministers to take care that this

fast be duly observed ; and, for this cause, to intimate this act from their pulpits upon
the Lord's Day preceding the day that shall be appointed by his Majesty for the ob-

servation thereof, and to take occasion to excite the people to their duty, with grave

and serious exhortations suitable to the occiision.

VI.

Sess. 11, Mill/ 16, 1726.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
liiformiitiiin of the Higldands and Islands of Scotland, andfur Management of the

King's Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that it has pleased the

King's Majesty, out of his royal bounty, again this year to grant the sum of

L.1()00 sterling, to encourage itinerant preachers and catechists to go to the

Highlands and Islands, for instructing the people there in the principles of the

true religion, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Reverend Mr
William Mitchell, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their Moderator, Mr Wil-
liam Wisliart, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, Mr William Hamilton, Profes-

sor of Divinity there, jMr Matthew Crawfnrd, Professor of Ecclesiastical History there,

Mr John Flint at Edinburgh, Mr Robert Sandilands there, Mr James Hart there,

Mr John M'Laren there, Mr Lauchlan M'lntosh at Errol, Mr George Clephau at
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Newtylc, Mr Allan Logan at Culross, Mr James Haddow, Principal of the New Col-

lege of St Andrews, Mr Thomas Blackwell, Principal of the College of New Aber-

deen, Mr George Chalmers, Principal of the King's College of Aberdeen, Mr David

Anderson, Professor of Divinity there, Mr Hugh Innes at Mortlach, Mr John Crockat

at Dallas, Mr Alexander M'Bean at Inverness, Mr William Steuart there, Mr John

Schaw at Lcith, Mr Samuel Semple at Libberton, Mr James Grierson at Edinburgh,

Mr William Miller there. Mr Neil M' Vicar at St Cuthbert's, Mr Walter Allan at Colin-

ton, Mr James Craig at Edinburgh, Mr James Walker at C^anongate, Mr James Nisbet

at Edinburgh, 3Ir John Brand at Borrowstounncss, Mr David Walker at Temple, Mr
William M'George at Pennycnik, Mr James Alston at Dirlcton, Mr James (Jhristie

at Morbottle, Mr Patrick Cuming at I-oclnnaben, Mr Robert Scton at Glasserton,

Mr John Stirling, Principal of the College of Glasgow, Mr William Hamilton at

Bothwell, Mr Neil Campbell at Renfrew, jNIr Robert Wodrow at Eastwood, Mr
Alexander Campbell at Inverary, Mr James Gilchrist at Kilmalie, Mr James Smith

at Gairloch, Mr Daniel M'Aulay at Bracadale,' Mr Colin Mackenzie at Lochs, Mr
William Gusihart at Edinburgh, Mr James Smith at Cramond, Mr John Mathison

at Edinburgh, Mr James Bannatyne there, Mr Matthew Wood there, Mr John
Walker at Canongate, Mr George Fordyce at Corstorphine, Mr William Brown at

Edinburgh, Mr John Hepburn there, and Mr James Stevenson at South Leith,

Ministers ; Sir Hugh Dalrymple of North Berwick, Lord President of the Session,

Duncan Forbes, Esq., Lord Advocate, Adam Cockburn of Ormiston, Lord Justice-

Clerk, Mr James Erskine of Grange, Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, two of the Se-

nators of the College of Justice, George Drnmmond, Esq., Lord Provost of Edin-

burgh, Colonel John Erskine of Carnock, Sir James Campbell of Aberuchill, Sir

James Stewart of Goodtrees, Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochnel, Mr Robert Dundas,

younger of Arniston, Mr James Boswell of Auchinleck, Mr Charles Erskine of Bar-

jarg, his Majesty's Solicitor, Mr Alexander Hamilton, younger of Pencaitland, Mr
Hugh Dalrymple, senior, advocate, Mr Patrick Grant of Easter Elchies, John Camp-
bell, late Provost of Edinburgh, Alexander Arbuthnot of Knox, Mr Charles Bin-

ning of Pilmore, advocate, Dr Alexander Dundas, his Majesty's Physician, Mr Ro-
bert Craigie of Glondoig, advocate, Mr Alexander Belches of Lmermay, John
Osburn, late bailie in Edinburgh, James Nimnio, late bailie there, and Mr John
Dundas, Writer to his Majesty's Signet, Eiiliiu/ Elders ; to be a committee for the

ends mentioned in the foresaid royal gift, and the tith Act of the late General Assem-
bly, entitled, " Commission by the General Assembly to some Ministers and Ruling
Elders for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-
ment of the King's Bounty for that end ;" and grants to the committee now named the

whole powers given the foresaid committee, and appoints them to proceed according

thereunto in all points, and to prosecute the orders and resolutions of the former com-
mittee ; and, further, to inquire how the ministers, preachers, and catechists, named
by that committee, did obey, and to censure such as have not performed their mis-

sions, as they shall see cause : also to name a cashier for receiving and giving out the

foresaid royal bounty ; and to call for and state the cashier's accounts, and lay the

same before the Commissioners of Treasury, or Barons of his Majesty's Exchequer,

and to apply what remains of the last year's royal bounty not disposed of, by reason

of any of the missionaries their not fulfilling the appointments on them. And which
committee are to have their meetings at Edinburgh upon the Fridays, at nine of the

clock forenoon, next after the meetings of the Commission of the General Assembly
in May current, August, November, and March next, with power to adjourn them-

selves to such times and places as they shall see cause ; and their first meeting to be in

the Assembly-House, the first day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at eight of

the clock in the morning; and which committee are empowered to name a sub-com-

mittee, to meet upon the last Wednesday of every month, at four of the cluck atter-

noon, with power to adjourn themselves, to receive letters, petitions, and representa-

tions, and prepare matters, and execute the orders of the committee, in the intervals

of their meetings. And, likewise, empowers this committee to nominate ministers and
elders, though not of their number, to meet with the Protestant heritors, to concert

measures for advancing the interest of true religion in the foresaid countries ; and
which ministers and elders are hereby ordained to join with the Synod of Glenelg,
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and the Presbyteries in the bounds of that Sj^nod, in their meetings, and be assist-

ing to them therein as members. And ordains the foresaid Synod and Presbyteries,

and other Presbyteries concerned, to draw up and send to the said committee, from

time to time, distinct informations of the state of their bounds, particularly as to

Popery, and the success of the missionaries, and what discouragements they meet

with.

VII.

Sess. 13, Mai/ 17, 172G.— Comminsion to some Ministers and Ruliiy Eldei's for discuss-

ing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty

affaire which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint their

reverend brethren, Mr William Mitchell, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their

Moden.tor, &c. ; to be commissioners of this Genera! Assembly, to the effects after

mentioned ; vrith power to the said conunissioners or their quorum, &c. (The Act pro-

ceeds in the same terms as the corresponding Act of the four years immediately pre-

ceding.)

VIII.

Sess. 1 3, May 17, 1726, fost meridiem.—Act making an Alteration in the Form of Com-
missionsfrom Universiiies.

The General Assembly, considering that the present form of the commissions from

universities does not agree to the state of some universities, therefore, they do hereby

appoint, that in place of the words preceding " did and herel)y do," in the beginning

of the said form, the words following be inserted, viz. :
—" The which day, a meeting

of the University of being called and convened, they did, and hereby

do," &c.

IX.

Sess. 13, il/ay 17, 1726.

—

Art reguldting Transportations (f Ministers settled in

Hiijidand Congregations.

The General Assembly, considering how necess:iry it is to be particularly careful

that Highland congregations be planted with well ((ualified ministers, and that the

settlement of such congregations as are so planted may not be unnecessarily dis-

turbed; therefore, they hereby ratify and confirm all former Acts made for planting

])reachers and ministers in the Highlands who have the Irish language, and concern-

ing the transporting of ministers from the Highlands to the Lowlands ; and further

appoint and ordain, that no transportation from the Highlands to the Lowlands, nor

from one part of the Highlands to another, be granted, nor any act or thing be done

by any judicature, which directly tends thereunto, without duly calling all concerned,

and hearing them thereupon, and examining the sufficiency and proof of the reasons

on both sides of the question. And the Assembly hereby declares and ordains, that

from any Highland place, especially wliere Popery abounds, a minister shall not be

transported, nor any step be made towards the same, but upon great and weighty

reasons, and for the evident good of the Church of Christ. And, moreover, that in

Highland parishes, wherein Popery abounds, no minister shall be transported, nor

anything done leading thereto, but by the General Assembly of this Church, except

it be to another Highland parish wherein Popery does also prevail.
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X.

Sess. ult.. May 18. 1726.

—

Act appointing tlie Diet of flic next General Assembli/.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, 1727 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 1.33d Psalm

throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DUNDAS, Ch. Eccl. Scat.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 4, 1727.

I.

Sess. 1, May 4, 1727.— The King's Commission to James Earl of Findlater and

Seajield produced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 4, 1727.— Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the Genei-al Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. It is with the greatest plea-

sure and satisfaction that we reflect upon the wise and prudent behaviour of your

former Assemblies ; and as we doubt not but 3'ou come together with the same zeal

for the honour and glory of God, for the advancement of true religion and piety, the

preventing the growth ot Popery, and the suppressing of vice and irreligion, we do

most willingly countenance this your present meeting by our approbation and royal

authority.

We have had so man3' proofs of the loyalty and affection of the Church established

by law in Scotland to onr person and government, and of its steady adherence to

Ithe succession in our family, and to the Protestant interest in general, that you may
always depend upon our firm resolution to maintain the said Church in the full en-

joyment of all its just rights and privileges.

You may also be fully assured of our readiness to concur in whatever may tend to

the promoting of its peace and prosperity, not doubting but you, on your part, will

be equally careful to do all that in you lies which may conduce to our service, and
to the welfare of our people; and that 3'our debates and proceedings will be conducted

with that spirit of concord and brotherly love, which so nuich become this venerable

Assemijly ; carefully avoiding whatever may create unhappy divisions among you, as

the most effectual means that the enemies to our happiness and tranquillity could

iiake use of, to disappoint and frustrate the good ends for which you are con-

vened.

The experience you have already had of the abilities and integrity of our right

rusty and entirely beloved cousin and councillor, James Earl of Findlater and Sca-

ield, and of his concern for the Church, and zeal ibr our service, will, we doubt not,

4 E
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render the choice very agreeable to you, which we have made of him, to represent

our royal person in this Assembly ; and we are persuaded that his diligence and ap-

plication, in the discharge of so important a trust, will be assisted and encouraged by
the unanimity and dispatch with which you will go througli the several affairs that

are proper for your consideration. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 18th day of April 1727, in the thirteenth

year of our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,
TOWNSHEND.

Directed thus,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.

in.

Sess, 3, May 6, 1727.— The General Aasemhh/'s Answer to the King's most (jracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We humbly beg leave to acknowledge, with hearts full of joy and thankfulness, the

honour of your Majesty's gracious letter to us, approving tlic behaviour of former

Apsemblies, and expressing your Majesty's confidence of our zeal for the honour

and glory of God, for the advancement of true religion and piety, the preventing the

growth of Popery, and the suppressing of vice and irrcligion ; duties to which your

Majesty's favourable expectations from us do greatly oblige and excite us, and the

more, that our meeting is countenanced by your Majesty's approbation and royal

authority.

We account it the great honour and happiness of this Church, that the testimonies

of our loyalty and affection to your Majesty's royal person and government, and our

steady adherence to the succession in your royal family, and to the Protestant in-

terest in general, have been acceptable to your Majesty; and it fills our hearts with

joy, and quickens our zeal for your Majesty's service, that in your great goodness,

you are graciously pleased to renew the assurances of yoiu- firm resolution, to main-

tain this Church in the full enjoyment of all its just rights and privileges, and readily

to concur in whatever may tend to the promoting of its peace and prosperity; upon
which your royal assurances we entirely depend. And we should be altogether in-

excusable, to be wanting on our part to do all that in us lies for your Majesty's ser-

vice and the welfare of your people, or should we not conduct ourselves with that

spirit of concord and brotherly love which becomes us; and we judge we are bound
to watch strictly against all divisions among ourselves, which may tend to disappoint

the good ends for which we are convened, by affording your Majesty's enemies any
handle to disturb the happiness and tranquillity of your Majesty's auspicious admini-

stration, which is, under God, our great safety.

Our experience of the Earl of Findlater and Seafield's abilities and integrity, and
of his concern for the Church and zeal for your Majesty's service, renders your Ma-
jesty's choice of him to represent your royal person in the Assembly most obliging

and acceptable to us, and the full confidence we have of his diligence and applica-

tion in the discharge of his high and important trust, obliges us to give him the best

assistance and encouragement, upon our part, by unanimity and dispatch, in going

through the affairs proper fir our consideration.

We have received from your Majesty's Commissioner your most pious and bounti-

ful donation for this year, to be employed in maintaining itinerant preachers and
catechists, in places where ignorance and Popery prevail, which we accept with the

most profound resj.ect and thankfulness, and shall use our utmost care in emp'oying
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it for the pious end;* to wliich it is designed, and account for it as your Majesty's
royal warrant directs.

May it please your Majesty,

The present critical juncture of affairs, which has moved others of your loyal sub-
jects to address your Majesty, expressing their duty and loyalty upon occasion of
formidable alliances and designs framed against your Majesty, and the happiness of
your people, under your wise administration, calls us to embrace, with the oreatest
cheerhilness, this opportunity to testify our utter abhorrence of all the designs and
attempts of your open or secret enemies against your royal person, and the happy
constitution of your government, which we account our great security under (iod,
for all that is dear to us as men and Christians. The early humble address of the
Commission of the last Assembly to your Majesty, expressing the duty and loyalty
of this (]hurch, we heartily approve and concur with, being deeply concerned,' that
our gracious God, who has eminently appeared in behalf of your Majesty, and blessed
your people with your signal preservation hitherto, may now, when you are attacked
with open hostilities, bless your councils and arms remarkably, and enable your Ma-
jesty to carrj' on a successful war, or to procure a safe and lasting peace to Europe,
for the relief of our oppressed Protestant brethren abroad, and security of the valu-
able rights of your own subjects ; and that he may defeat all designs of restless and
deluded abettors of the desperate cause of a Popish Pretender, who, should they suc-
ceed in their wicked attempts, which God forbid, nothing could remain for your
loyal and dutiful subjects to expect but utter ruin.

It is, therefore, with the most ardent desires, and in the greatest sincerity of our
hearts, that we pray the most High God long to preserve your Majesty's precious
life, to bless your Majesty, their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales,
and all their royal offspring, with the best of heaven's blessings ; and, after a lonw
and happy reign upon earth, to crown your Majesty with immortal glory. These are
the prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by
Will. Hamilton, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 15, May 16, \1 21.— Commission to some Ministers and Bulint/ Eldersfor
discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers and
weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint,
their reverend brethren, Mr William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; tc be connnissioncrs of this General As-
sembly, to the effects after mentioned ; with power to tb.c said commissioners, or their

([uorum, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as the corresponding Acts of the
five immediately preceding years.)

V.

Sess. 17, Mujj 17, 1727.— Commission to some Ministers and Eulinr/ Elders for Re-
formation of the Jliffhlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Management of the

King's Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that it has pleased the

King, out of his royal bounty, again this year to grant the sum of L.IOOO sterling,

to encourage the itinerant preachers and catechists to go to the Highlands and
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Islands, for iustrncting the people in the principles of the true religion ; and the As-

sembly being desirous to carry on the reformation in the foresaid places, and to

prosecute the design of his Majesty's grant, do hereby continue Mr John Dun-
das of Philipstoun, procurator for the Church, to be receiver of the foresaid sum,

in the terms of the 6th Act of the General Assembly, anno 1725; and suchlike,

do nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr William Hamilton, Pro-

fessor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to

be a committee for disposing upon the foresaid royal bounty, for the ends men-
tioned in the foresaid royal grant, and for carrying on a reformation in the foresaid

places, according to the powers granted by the foresaid 6th Act of the General

Assembly, held in the year 1725, also in the 6th Act of the late General Assembly ; and

which powers are hereby renewed. And, further, this General Assembly do instruct

and empower the said committee, as they shall see cause, to apply to his Majesty,

and those in the government, or any magistrate, for assistance in carrying on a refor-

mation, and the interest of true religion in the foresaid places ; and the said com-

mittee are appointed to keep a correspondence with the Presbyteries, Protestant

heritors, ministers, preachers, and catcchists, in the above mentioned places, and

to do all that is competent for them towards the encouragement of ministers and

Protestants in these countries; and the said committee are enjoined in their ma-
nagement to have a particular regard to the regulations and resolutions of the late

committee for reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and to use their endea-

vours to make the same effectual; and to report their diligence to the next Ge-
neral Assembly.

VL

iS'ei's. 18, May 18, 1727.

—

Act concerning the Printing of Papers in Processes brought

before the Judicatories of this Church.

The General Assembly, finding that the Act of Assembly inhibiting the printing

of papers in processes before Church judicatories has not had the desired effect;

therefore, they hereby enact and declare, that, in case parties concerned in pro-

cesses brought before the judicatories of this Church shall think fit to print states

of their case, or other papers relating to the said processes, such printing is per-

mitted only under the ])rovisions, and with the restrictions, following, viz. : that a

written copy of such printed papers be given in to the clerk of the judicatory, sub-

scribed by the party or his commissioner, and that the printed copies have the

name of the party or his commissioner subjoined thereto, to the end that if any
facts that are false, or not instructed, be therein inserted, or any indecent expres-

sions be used, the subscriber may be censured according to the demerit of the

fault ; and the Assembly do hereby strictly discharge parties to disperse, or the

members of the Church judicatories to regard, any primed ])a])cr concerning mat-

ttrs depending before then), not subscribed in the terms of this act.

VIL

Sess. 18, Maj 18, 1727.— Act conccnuiifi the Duties and Qualifications of Ruling
KUhrs.

The General Assembly, finding that the Acts of Assembly, made with respect to

the duties and tpialifications of elders, are not so duly observed as they ought to be,

do, therefore, enjoin the several Presbyteries of this ('hnrch to have a strict regard

to what is required as to the duties and qualifications of elders by the 9th Act of
the General Assembly, held in the year 1722, especially in choosing of elders to re-

present them in General Assemblies, and in attesting the commissions of such as

are chosen either by themselves, by universities, or by royal burghs.
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VIII.

Seas. 18, 3Iai/ 18, 1727.

—

Act concerning the admitting ofPersons to the Lord''s Table.

The General Assembly, having considered an overture from the Synod of Merse
and Teviotdale, about admission of persons to the Lord's Table, they strictly enjoin

the observation of the Act, February 7, anno 1645, § 12, " Of the Opinion of the Com-
mittee for keeping greater Uniformity in this Kirk, in the practice and observation of

the Directory in some points of Public Worship ;" and leaves it to the several Church
judicatories to give directions in cases of this nature, as the same do occur.

IX.

Sess. 1!), May 18, 1727, post meridiem.—Act and Recommendation in favour of the

Society in Scotland for Fropagatiny Christian Knowledge.

The General Assembly, finding, from a representation laid before them by the

committee of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, in name
and by order of the general meeting thereof, that it is now above eighteen years

since this Society was first erected, by letters patent from the Sovereign, upon an ap-

plication from this Church, and, ever since, tlie utmost diligence has been applied to

make it answer the great end for which it was obtained, to promote Christian know-
ledge and virtue, to suppress eiTor and vice, and to preserve our happy constitution

both in ('hiuch and State ; and by the blessing of God their endeavours have proved

successful in attaining some of these ends, as is sufficiently attested from many parts

in this nation, by reports from Presbyteries, ministers, and gentlemen their corre-

spondents, which have been read to them at their meetings, and heard with the

greatest pleasure and satisfaction ; that in several places not only great numbers of

children, but jiersons far advanced in years, crowded to their schools to learn reading,

writing, arithmetic, and Church music, who never probably could have had any
measure of knowledge had it not been for the Society's schools, and few of them left

their schools till they had learned the Assembly's Catechism by heart. By the be-

nefit of these schools, and the masters' diligence, together with the supplying them
with useful books, such as Bibles, New Testaments, Confessions of Faith, Vincent's

Catechism, and Guthrie's Trial of a Saving Interest, and others, many of these poor

people have been happily delivered from their ignorance ; the schoolmasters have

been useful in remote islands and large parishes by reading the Scriptures, praying,

and singing of psalms, and catechising the people on the Lord's Day in the places of

public worship, by the minister's allowance, when he himself is employed in other

places of his parish. The discipline used in these schools has had great infuence

upon the morals of the people; some children of Popish parents have been trained

up in the principles of the true Protestant religion ; and the English language is be-

come more universal. The remarkable advantages and success that have attended

these schools have encouraged the Society, being also thereto excited by the press-

ing recommendations of the Committee of Assembly for Reformation in the High-
lands, to settle more schools. By this addition, in those places where they were so

necessary, their number increased to eighty, the salaries of the schoolmasters, and

other incidents, amounted to the sum of L.526, 18s. IC^d. sterling in one year, and

the charges of books, carriage, &c. that year came to near L.2U0 sterling, besides the

great expense of maintaining hopeful youths of more than ordinary capacity, having

the Irish language, who were not in a condition to maintain th.emselves, and whose

parents and nearest relations became bound that these boys should serve as school-

masters ; and some of them are now teaching schools for smaller salaries than others

either would or could, to the satisfaction of all concerned.

The Society, upon a review of the state of their i'unds, found that the income

would by no means balance their charge ; and they being tied down by their patent not
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to encroach upon their stock, were forced to sink some of their schools in places where
they were much wanted. The Society had, indeed, flattered themselves with more
donations, and that Presbyteries would have sent up their collections acconhng to

the General Assembly's recommendation ; but both these have failed in great mea-
sure.

Upon this the Society inquired how the recommendations of the General Assem-
bly and Commission for collections and donations had been obeyed, and found that

several had contributed very liberally, whose names are recorded as promoters of this

noble design, and to whose bounty its success is much owing ; but, on tiie other

hand, it was not a little discouraging, that it appeared from the Society's books, that

some Synods, excepting a very few ministers and parishes, and not a few Presby-

teries, have never sent up their collections to the Society's treasurer ; and it is even

suspected that the Assembly's recommendations have not been so much as published

to the people. The Society, in the years 1715,|1716, 1717, and 1718, gave in to the

General Assembly a particular state of their affairs, as also to the Commission in the

year 1723; and, that every particular person might be satisfied, they printed their]

letters patent, with an account of their rise, constitution, and management, as also '

lists of their schools, bearing the dates of erection, with the names of Presbyteries,

parishes, and places where each school was settled, and names of schoolmasters, num-
ber of scholars, both boys and girls. Letters have been frequently written to Pres-

byteries to satisfy them about the Society's management, and also to put them in

mind of deficients ; and because few or no returns came to these letters, the Society,

in March last, by their preses, wrote to Synods, to intpiire into the diligence of their

Presbyteries about collections, and to acquaint them that a list of deficients was to be

laid before this venerable Assembly ; but the Society were averse to the doing of any
thing which might give offence, or put to the blush any who might be in the least

deficient in promoting so goml a design, and yet are inclined to contribute, and there-

fore chose rather to delay the giving a particular condescendence of deficients, that

they might have a new opportimily of contributing ; and new intrants, and others

transported to better benefices, might have an opportunity of sending their donations

up with the collections. That there were also several who, since the Assembly's re-

commendation, are grown up, and others who have either come to estates, or are

preferred to places of profit, who, it was hoped, would not be wanting to promote

that pious and charitable undertaking, not to mention those who have already given

something, and have promised to give more liberally ; and the present situation of

affairs seemed to call every true t!hristian, as God gives them ability and opportunity,

to concern themselves in this matter. Oiu' Gracious Sovereign does countenance the

design, and has given liberally out of his own royal bounty for maintaining preachers

and catechists in those places which very much need the sanse. Our ancestors never

had such a price put in their hands, and it should be improven for advancing the

interests of religion.

The General xVsscmbly, having much at heart the success and advancement of the

pious and charitable design of the said Society, and being much concerned that their

most useful and painful endeavours should meet with so much obstruction from the

forgetfulness or backwardness of some, and slothfulncss of others, who are otherwise

well and charitably disposed, in not contributing to the encouragement of the fore-

said good work ; do, therefore, most seriously and earnestly recommend to all the

Presbyteries within this Church, that they diligently inquire at kirk-sessions and
ministers within their bounds how the recommendations of former Assemblies, with re-

spect to donations, subscript ions, and collections for the above pious and laudable design,

have been obeyed. And the Assembly orders such nnnisters as have not collected,

forthwith to do the same, and to use their endeavours to persuade charitable persons

to contribute something towards the buying of books and maintaining of poor scholars;

and the General Assembly does appoint every Presbytery to enjoin the several kirk-

sessions within their bounds to give a particular account to them what has been col-

lected for the end foresaid in their parishes since the year 1709, and that betwixt

and the term of Martinmas next to come. And the Assembly ordains every Pres-

bytery to keep distinct minutes of their proceedings in this matter until full reports

.
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tire made to them from all their parishes, and then to transmit the said reports to the

anniversary general meeting of the said Society, the first Tlmrsday of January next,

and that they send therewith a list of snbscribers who have not yet paid in their

money. And the General Assembly docs likewise hereby recommend to the several

Synods within this National Church, that they call Presbyteries to an account of their

dihgence in this matter; and that the^' report an account of their own diligence therein

to the next General Assembly. And, lastly, the Assembly appoints this their act

and recommendation to be printed, and copies thereof to be sent to the several

parishes in Scotland ; and that the same be read from the pulpits, immediately after

divine worsiiip in the forenoon, upon the first Lord's Day of August next.

X.

Sess. 19, 3Ia>/ 18, 1727, post meridiem.— Act. and Commission of this Assemhlyfor
preserving Purity of Docb-ine, and coitcernimj Mr Jvhri Simson.

The General Assembly, considering that it is not practicable for them to overtake

what yet remains of the process laid before them, from the reports of the last Assem-
bly's committee for purity of doctrine, and tlie Presbytery of Glasgow, concerning Mr
John Simson, Professor of Divinity in the University of Glasgow, in such a mauner
as the variety of the matter, and great importance thereof, and also the clearing and
vindicating of divine truths require ; and yet that it is fit that the supreme judicatory

of this Church only should give a final dctcnnination therein, ditl therefore agree

that the same be delayed till the next General Assembly ; and in order to the further

prej)aring and ripening this whole aifair, did appoint the persons after mentioned,

viz.:—Mr William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh,

their Moderator, Messrs James Haddow, Principal of the New (College of St Andrews,
William Wishart, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, George Chalmers, Prin-

cipal of the King's College of Aberdeen, Thomas Blackwell, Principal of the College

of New Aberdeen, David Anderson, Professor of Divinity in tlie King's College of

Aberdeen, Matthew Crawfurd, Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University

of Edinburgh, William Mitchell at Edinburgh, James Ramsay at Kelso, Allan Logan
at C'nlross, Thomas Black at Perth, Thomas Linning at Lesmahagow, William

M'George at Pennycuik, John Hamilton at Glasgow, Samuel Semple at Libberton,

James Mercer at Aberdalgie, Robert Wodrow at Eastwood, James Smith at Cramond,
James Bannatyne at Edinburgh, James Craig there, John Brand at Borrovvstoun-

ness, William Miller at Edinburgh, Alexander Anderson at St Andrews, John Ma-
thison at Edinburgh, John Scott at Glasgow, and Alexander Robertson at Tinwald,

Ministers; the Right Honourable Adam (-ockburn of Ormiston, Lord Justice-

(Jlerk, Mr James Erskine of Grange, Mr James Hamilton of Pencaitland, and Mr
Hugh Dalrymple of Drummore, four of the Senators of the College of Justice,

(jieorge Drummond, Esq., Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Mr Robert Duudas of Arnis-

( >n, advocate. Colonel John Erskine of Carnock, and Mr James Boswell of Auchin-

Icck, advocate, Rtil/iic/ Elders: to be a committee, whereof thirteen to be a quorum, and

nine always to be ministers; and thaltheir first meeting shall be in the Old Church Aisle

of Edinburgh, upon Monday the 22d instant, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, and

their subsequent stated meetings to be upon Tuesday, before each quarterly meeting

of the Commission of this General Assembly, in the same place, at four o'clock in

the afternoon ; with power to them to choose their own moderator and clerk, and to

adjourn themselves to s\ich times and places as they shall see cause. And the As-

sembly hereby earnestly obtests all the members of tlxe said committee punctually to

attend, as they shall be'accountable to the next General Assembly. And it is hereby

declared, that any ministers of the Presbytery of Glasgow, who shall attend the

meetings of this committee, shall be members thereof, though not of the aboye nomi-

nation. And the General Assembly gives full power to the said committee to pro-

ceed upon the articles in the process, both as to the libel and queries, and what has

followed thereupon, not judged by this Assembly, and upon what else is contained in

the Act of the last Assembly for preserving purity of doctrine, which the Presbytery
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of Glasgow and former committee could not overtake. And that they proceed in

the whole hereby committed to them, conform to the powers and directions of that

act, and mque ad sententiam ; but shall not pass a sentence either absolving or con-

demning Mr Simson, but report their diligence to the next General Assembly; all

being reserved to their judgment. And it is recommended to the Presbytery of

Glasgow to be assistant to the committee as they shall be required by them. And
Mr Simson is appointed to attend upon the said conmiiltee, when called by them, and

upon the next General Assembly, when and where they shall happen to meet. And
the General Assembly, in the interim, on accoinit of the articles in the libel charged

on Mr Simson, which have been found relevant and proven, judged he ought to be

suspended ; likeas they hereby suspend him from teaching and preaching till the

meeting of the next General Assembly.

Follows the Act of the General Assembly, held in the year 1726, referred to in

the foresaid act, viz. " At Ediuhurgh, 17 th Minj 172G.—The (rcneral Assembly, ci;nsi-

dering that several Presbyteries have instructed their Commissioners to propose that

inquiry be made into the grounds of some reports of unsound doctrine, concerning

the persons of the Blessed Trinity, being taught at Glasgow, and that the Com-
mittee for Instructions having called their brethren Commissioners from the Pres-

byter^' of Glasgow to give them an account what they knew about these reports,

and what they had done about the same ? These brethren answered, that upon
some surmises of Mr John Simson, Professor of Divinity in Glasgow, his having

taught erroneous doctrine, particularly with respect to the Blessed Trinity, the

Presbytery of Glasgow had sent two of their number to converse him thereupon,

that he had sent to the Presbj'tery a letter, owning that tliere were such reports

;

but that they were false and calumnious, and giving an account of what he said he

taught upon that article, and that the Presbytery had appointed a committee of their

number to consider his said letter ; but that their committee had not yet made report

to the Presbytery; and the General Assembly, being zealously concerneil for the pre-

servation of the purity of doctrine in this Church, and for preventing the entry and
spreading of any error, especially in such a weighty and fundamental article ; do,

therefore, recommend to, and appoint the Presbytery of Glasgow to proceed with

all diligence in their inquiry into Mr Simson's opinions concerning the doctrine of

the Holy Trinity, and, particularly, as to the ])absages and expressions relative there-

to, contained in his letter to them, or other letters or papers written by him ; and
also that they make inquiry into what he hath taught or vented concerning the

Trinity, and also how he has obeyed the injunctions of the General Assembly, in

anno 1717, as to the points which they had then urohibited him to teach. And, fur-

ther, if thej' shall see ground to suspect him to be unsound in any other Article of

our Confession of Faith, they shall likewise make inquiry into his opinion and senti-

ments concerning the same ; and for the help and assistance of the said Presbytery in

these matters, the General Assembly do hereby nominate and appoint the Reverend
]\Ir William Mitchell, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, Messrs James Haddow,
Principal of the New College of St Andrews, Allan Logan at CulrosE, William

Wishart, Principal of the University of Edinburgh, William Hamilton, Professor of

Divinity there, James Craig at Edinburgh, James Bannatyne there, .lames Smith at

Cramond, James Alston at Dirlcton, William M'George at Pennycuik, John Brand
at Borrowstounness, Michael Potter at Kippen, John Hunter at Ayr, Hugh Fauside at

Loudoun, Robert Wodrow at Eastwood, Thomas Linning at Lesmahagow, John Cur-
rie at Old Monkland, and James Bayne at Bonhill, Ministers ; the Right Honourable
Sir Hugh Dalrymple of North Berwick, Lord President of the Session, Adam Cock-
burn of Ormiston, Lord Justice-Clerk, Mr James Erskine of Grange, Mr James
Hamilton of Pencaitland, Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, Senators of the College of

Justice, Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees, Bart., and Mr Robert Dundas of Arniston,

younger. Riding Elders ; to be a select committee, and thirteen of them to be a

quorum, whereof nine are always to be ministers; and appoints their first meeting to

be in the Old Church Aisle of Edinburgh, upon the next day after the dissolving of
this present Assembly, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, and that their subsequent
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stated meetings be upon the Tuesdays before each ordinary meeting of the Commission
of the General Assembl}', at four o'clock in the afternoon, with full power to them
to choose their own moderator and clerk ; that they give advice and direction in

these affairs to the Presbytery, as they shall be applied to for the same, and that the

Presbytery send an account of the steps of their procedure to the several meetings of

this committee that are or shall be afterwards appointed, that they may give ad-

vice and direction as the case shall require ;—that the moderator of the committee

shall correspond with the Presbytery ; ami he is hereby empowered to call meetings

of the said committee j^ro re nata. as he shall be advised by the said Presbytery, or

as occasion shall require. And the Assembly hereljy gives full power to the said

committee to adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall see cause

;

and also to meet and join with the Presbytery in the trial of the affair recommended
to them ; but neither committee nor Presbytery, jointly nor separately, shall pass a

judgment, either absolving or condemning Mr Simson, but shall only prepare this affair

by all proper ways of inquiry, and proceed usque ad sententiam, and then report

their diligence to the next General Assembly. Yet, if Mr Simson shall refuse or

decline to answer questions that shall be proposed to him by the said Presbytery or

committee, and conform to the direction of this act; or if he shall give such answers,

or behave himself with relation to the premises in such manner as that it shall appear

to them to be unsafe to the Church of God, that he continue to teach or preach,

in any of these cases, the Presbytery, or Presbytery and committee, are empowered
to suspend him till the next General Assembly. And the General Assembly ap-

point that the select committee, at their meeting in March next, shall order an ab-

stract of their procedure to be sent to the several Synods within this Church, and

that in all their actings, the Presbytery and committee be careful to proceed accord-

ing to the Word of God, the Confession of Faith, and Larger and Shorter Cate-

chisms of this Church founded thereupon, and they are not to insist upon any arti-

cles not contained therein.

XI.

Sess. ult, May 19, 1727.

—

Address to the King in regard to the Growth of Popery, S^c.

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

Your ^Majesty having been graciously pleased, on many occasions, to express your

royal confidence in our loyalty and duty to your Majesty's sacred person and govern-

ment, and our hearty affection and zeal for the Protestant succession in your royal

family, and your firm resolution to maintain the Presbyterian government of this

Church ; and having recommended to us the promoting religion and piety, and
using our best endeavours to prevent the growth of Popery, ignorance, and immo-
rality, as we have the greatest encouragement, we are thereby laid under the strongest

ties to apply ourselves with the utmost diligence to the accomplishing of those pious

ends.

It is from our sincere desire faithfully to answer this great trust, that we now crave

leave most humbly to represent to your Majesty, that the Papists, especially in the

Highlands and Islands, and northern parts of this country, continue still to diffuse

their corrupt and pernicious doctrines among your subjects, their bishops and priests

taking upon them to say mass publicly, and exercise other parts of their superstitious

worship, and even to train up great numbers of youth at schools in a most open

manner, in manifest contempt and defiance of your Majesty's laws, disowning them,

as established by unlawful authority, to which no manner of obedience is due
;
and

instilling into the people an opinion, contrary to the rules of the Gospel, and destruc-

tive of society and good order, that, under no less than the pain of damnation, they

are bound to oppose them, and to do every thing which may contribute to sap and

4 F
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undermine their foundations ; and maintaining that nothing can be more meritorious

than to propagate these impious maxims by all means whatsoever. For a more full

account of this, we beg leave to refer to former memorials, particularly to one in No-
vember 1725, from the Commission of the General Assehibly, laid before the Lords-
Justices in your Majesty's absence.

We reckon ourselves also obliged humbly to inform your Majesty, that the Non-
juring pretended Protestant bishops, and those who are put in orders by them, rest-

lessly endeavour to sow the seeds of disaffection to the present happy establishment

in your royal person and family, especially this last year, both in city and country ;

and in everything that tends to this they unite in measures with professed Papists.

Their preachers do not only forbear to pray expressly for your Majesty, but, on the

contrary, they pray in terms by which their hearers understand that none else can
be meant but the Pretender. They take every opportunity to insinuate into their

minds that they are oppressed under your Majesty's administration, and can have no
prospect of redress but from his success. By these means their followers entertain

favourable impressions of Popery, and are the more easiy perverted to it ; concerning

which we have sent to your Secretary of State a particular memorial.
With the greatest thankfulness we acknowledge your Majesty's pious and princely

care to prevent the growth of Popery, and to promote the reformed religion. It re-

mains only that your subjects should follow your roval example ; that all persons in

public stations, and, more particularly, inferior judges, should conform to your royal

intentions, lay themselves out towards a vigorous execution of the laws, which the

well-aflFected among them cannot but incline to, and would probably effectuate, were
they furnished with proper funds necessary for defraying the charges thereof.

We presume, therefore, with all submission, to offer these matters to your royal

consideration, and humbly pray that such effectual measures may be taken against

these growing evils above mentioned as to your Majesty, in your consummate wisdom,
shall seem fit.

That God may long preserve your Majesty, for the good of all your people, the

maintaining of the true Protestant religion, and the protection and comfort of all the

churches of Christ ; that he may direct your councils, and prosper your arms against

all your enemies ; and that a Protestant in your royal family may always sit on the

throne, shall be the earnest and constant prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedi-

ent, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, and at our appointment, by

Will. Hamilton, Moderator.

XIL

Sess. ult.. May 19, 1727.

—

Act concerning the Licensing of Probationers for the Holy
Ministry, and Students of Divinity.

The General Assembly, finding it needful now, when the number of probationers

is so great, to take all due care that no persons be entered on trials for the holy mi-

nistry but with all due caution and deliberation; do, therefore, enjoin the strict ob-

servation of all former Acts of Assembly made with respect to the entering of stu-

dents upon trials for the end foresaid. And further, they do appoint and ordain

that when any Presbytery, who is about to enter a person upon trials, shall receive

a letter from another Presbytery showing their dissatisfaction with the person to be

entered, and giving grounds for the same, the said person shall not be licensed until

the Synod give their direetions in that matter, unless the above mentioned Pres-

bytery, who showed their dissatisfaction, do afterwards signify their consent that the

said trials should go on. And the General Assembly appoints Presbyteries who
shall receive such letters about students from any other Presbytery, to write a return

to the said letters with the first post after their meeting. And the Assembly like-
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wise appoints, that when any young man comes to wait upon the profession of di-

vinity in any university, he shall bring along with him a testimonial from the minister

of the parish from whence he comes ; and when he leaves the profession, he shall

also take with him, beside the professor's certificate, a testimonial from the minister

of that parish in which he resided when he attended the profession.

XIII.

Sess. ulL, May 19, 1727.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, 1728 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 1.33d Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Cls. Ecd. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 2, 1728.

I

I.

Sess. 1, May 2, 1728 The King's Commission to Hugh Earl of Loudoun produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1
J May 2, 1728.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The many proofs and re-

peated uistances which your former Assemblies have given of their firm and steady

idherence to the succession in our family, and to the Protestant interest in general,

,nd of their zeal for the advancement ot piety and virtue, and the prudence, wisdom,

,nd moderation which influenced their councils and debates, have engaged us most

willingly to countenance your present meeting with our royal authority ; and we do
with the greatest pleasure take this first opportunity of assuring you of our fixed and
ietermined purpose and resolution to maintain and support the Presbyterian Church
if Scotland, in the full enjoyment of all its rights and privileges, as by law esta-

)lished.

i We have the most entire confidence in your loyalty and affection for our person

ind government, and are fully persuaded that you come together with the best dis-

osilion to contribute all in your power to the happiness of our reign, as well as

i promote the true interest of the Church whereof ycu are members, and the good

>f your country; and you may be assured of our ready concurrence in whatever may
end to those great and desirable ends, particularly in the preventing of the growlL
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of Popery, and the suppressing of vice and irreligion. And we doubt not, but as ye

•will avoid all disputes and contentions among yourselves, which might give advan-

tage to those who are enemies to our peace and prosperity, you will also make the

people under your charge sensible of the blessing of a perfect tranquillity which

they now enjoy, and will infuse into them those principles on which the security of

our happy constitution and their own welfare entirely depend.

We have appointed our right trusty and right entirel}' beloved cousin and coun-

cillor, Hugh Earl of Loudoun, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, being

well satisfied of his loyalty, integrity, and zeal for our service ; which qualifications,

and his abilities for the discharge of this important trust which he has had oppor-

tunity of showing upon former like occasions, and the affection and concern which
you have experienced in him for the Church of Scotland, cannot but make our choice

of him very agreeable to you. And we hope that the unanimity and brotherly love

and charity with which you vifill dispatch the business before you, will bring this your
meeting to as happv conclusion as that of any former Assembly. And so we bid you
heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 1st day of April 1728, in the first year of

our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,

HoLLEs Newcastle.

Directed thus,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.

III.

Sess. 3, May 4, 1728.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The honour done by your Majesty's most gracious letter to this first General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland which hath had the happiness to meet since the

beginning of your Majesty's most auspicious reign, vve have received with the greatest

joy, and do acknowledge with the utmost gratitude.

The mention your Majesty is pleased to make of the firm and steady adherence of

our former General Assemblies to the successiou in your royal family, and to the

Protestant interest in general; of their zeal for the advancement of piety and virtue;

and of the prudence, wisdom, and moderation, which influenced their councils and
debates, shows us your Majesty's kind inclination to approve, in the most favourable

manner, what hath been done by others before us, according to their duty, and is a

great encouragement to us to follow the good example of those with whom your

'

Majesty hath the goodness to express yourself so well pleased. And the counte-

nancing our present meeting with your Majesty's royal authority we take as a great
j

blessing from God, and a most engaging evidence of your Majesty's royal good-

ness.

Your Majesty's being pleased to acquaint us in so kind and gracious a manner,
that it is with tlie greatest pleasure you take this first opportunity of assuring us of)

yoin- fixed and determined purpose and resolution to maintain and support the Pres-

byterian Church of Scotland, in the full enjoyment of all its rights and privileges)

as by law established, is an endearing testimony of your royal favour to us, which!
we humbly accept with the greatest thankfulness, and rely upon with the firmest!

confidence, as esteeming your Majesty's royal protection to be, under God, ourj
great security.

Your Majesty docs us the greatest honour when you are pleased to express the]
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most entire confidence in onr loyalty and good affection for your person and govern-

ment, and it shall be our care, through Divine assistance, so to acquit ourselves upon
every occasion, as your Majesty may never have reason either to alter or to lessen it.

These sentiments are deeply rooted in our hearts, and we shall most cheerfully em-
brace every proper opportunity of showing them.

To promote the happiness of your Majesty's reign, the true interest of this Church
whereof we are members, and the good of our country, are great and desirable ends,

which we are bound always to have in view ; and we think them so closely connected

together, that not any one of them can be advanced without the rest; and we should

be most unworthy of your Majesty's favour, and of the character we bear, if we had
not the best disposition to contribute all in our power unto them, seeing the assur-

ance your Majesty gives us of your hearty concurrence in whatever may tend to

these great purposes, is at once the greatest encouragement and obligation for us to

exert ourselves in the most vigorous manner for accomplishing them. With plea-

sure also we acknowledge your Majesty's royal wisdom, when you obsen'e that the

preventing the growth of Popery, and the suppressing of vice and irreligion, will,

in a particular manner, contribute to the happiness of your Majesty's reign 'and

the good of our country, as well as to the promoting the true interest of this

Church.
In this we are greatly animated by your Majesty's recommending them to us, and

also by your royal proclamation, emitted so early in the beginning of your reign, and
in a special manner by your bountiful and princely donation to this General Assem-
bly, and the intimation given us by your Majesty's royal warrant, directed to the

Barons of your Exchequer in Scotland, of your royal and gracious inclination to con-

tribute yearly so considerable a fund for promoting the knowledge and practice of

religion in the Highlands and Islands of our country ; for this we beg leave to return

your Majesty our most humble and grateful acknowledgments, and shall earnestly

pray that God may abundantly reward you for so great a charity to souls. And we
hope the due and faithful application of it to the pious purposes for which it is granted

by your Majesty, shall appear by the accounts which shall be annually exhibited, ac-

cording to the direction contained in your Majesty's warrant ; and the most effectual

care that we can shall be taken, that the persons to be emploj"ed upon that fund shall

be duly quahfied for serving the purposes for which your Majesty hath been pleased

to bestow it. And it is with great pleasure we observe that the same endeavours
which we use for preventing the growth of Popery, and the suppressing of vice and
irreligion, and for advancing the knowledge and service of (iod among the people

under our charge, do also contribute to make them sensible of the perfect tranquillity,

and other great blessings which they now enjoy under your Majesty's happy govern-

ment and wise administration, and to infuse into them those principles of duty and
loyalty on which the security of our happy constitution, and their own welfare, en-
tirely depend ; for next to the persuading men to become faithful subjects to our

Lord Jesus Christ, our chief care shall be to make them loyal and dutiful subjects to

your Majesty.

The Earl of Loudoun hath given such eminent proofs of his loyalty, integrity, and
zeal for your Majesty's service, and, upon many former occasions, of his abilities for

the discharge of this important trust, and of his most affectionate concern for the

prosperity and happiness of this Church, as render your Majesty's choice of him to

represent your royal person in this Assembly most acceptable and obliging to us, and
we humbly acknowledge it as a particular evidence of your Majesty's goodness.

We are sensible how much disputes and contentions among ourselves would give

advantage to those who are enemies to the peace and prosperity of your Majesty's

government, upon which our own welfare under God does depend ; and we humbly
acknowledge your Majesty's fatherly tenderness for us, in being pleaFcd to caution us

against them. We pray and hope that the good Spirit of God, who is the Spirit of

love and peace, will assist us to dispatch all our business with that unanimity, bro-

therly love, and charity, which becomes the ser^•ants of the Prince of Peace, and which

is so necessary to the bringing of our meeting, at this time, to a happy conclusion....................
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Majesty's person, direct all your councils, and bless your government ;—that your
Majesty may long reign a happy prince over a loving and obedient people ;—that He
may pour down his best blessings upon your Royal (Consort the Queen, upon his

Royal Highness the Prince, and all your royal progeny ;—that there may never be

wanting a Protestant prince of your royal family to sway the sceptre over us ;—and
that your Majesty may late, very late, exchange the crown which you now wear for

a crown of glory that fadeth not away, are, and shall be, the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, yoiu* Majesty's mast faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Will. Wishart, Moderator,

IV.

Address to the King on his Majesh/s Accession to the Throne,

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

The great concern which we, according to our duty, have in all the events which
happen to yonr royal family, obliges us to take hold of every proper opportunity to

express it ; and the death of our late gracious Sovereign, your Majesty ^s royal father,

of glorious memory, with your Majesty's most peaceable and happy accession to the

crown, having in Providence fallen out since the last meeting of the General As-
sembly of this Church, we humbly presume to take hold of this first occasion to give

vent to those different passions, which, even at this distance of time, continue to work
in our minds, upon account of these important occurrences.

It is with great satisfaction that we understand that the Commission of the late

General Assembly did, according to their duty, in the most respectful manner they

could, by some of their number, present a humble address to your Majesty, upon an
occasion of so great concern to us and all your Majesty's good subjects, which your
Majesty was pleased to accept very graciously, and which address we have in this

oiu- meeting unanimously approved
; yet we cannot forbear to take hold of this first

opportunity of expressing, in the most public and solemn manner which our consti-

tution admits of, our own sentiments upon this subject, wherein we are well assured

we have the hearty concurrence of all the members of this Church, whom we have
the honour in this our meeting to represent.

The death of our late gracious Sovereign, your Majesty's royal father, of glorious

memory, whom God made the instrument of so great blessings to us and to all

Europe, was so sensible and heavy a stroke to us, that we should have been incon-

solable under it, if so great a loss had not been made up to us by your Majesty's

most peaceable and happy accession to the throne.

Permit us, then, great Sir, to congratulate your Majesty upon your ascending the

throne of your royal ancestors, with the joyful acclamations of all your dutiful

subjects.

We can never cease to bless our gracious God, when we think of his setting a king

over us, whose royal qualities do so brightly adorn the throne upon which he sits

;

who, even from the beginning of his reign, hath given so evident proofs of his being
the guardian of the peace and liberty of Europe, and of all the just rights and pri-

vileges of his subjects ; who, at his entering upon the administration of his govern-
ment, did, with the greatest cheerfulness, give us the most firm and solemn assur-

ances of his inviolable resolution to maintain and protect our Church in the enjoy-

ment of all her rights established by law, and hath fully made good, to our great joy,,

this his gracious purf>ose in the following steps of his reign.

It is with the greatest joy that we observe these blessings multiplied upon your
Majesty, which wc hope shall continue to distinguish youi- reign, and render it more
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and more illustrious. That you are blessed with a Royal Consort, who, for her many
excellent qualities, and particularly her distinguished zeal and constancy in adhering
to the Protestant religion, ought to be dear to all the Protestant Churches while she
lives, and have her memory highly honoured by them to the latest posterity. And
it greatly adds to our joy for the present, and fills our hearts with the most encourag-
ing hopes for the time to come, that we behold your Majesty's throne encompassed
•with so numerous and hopeful a progeny, born, as we trust, for great blessings to the
Ti'orld, and for securing the succession to the crown in the Protestant line of your
Majesty's royal house for many generations.

That God may bless your Majesty with a long life and a prosperous reign ;—that he
may ever defeat all the open and secret attempts ofyour enemies ;—that he may establish

your throne by riglueousness, and make you more and more a blessing to your own
subjects, and to all the Protestant Churches ;—that he may eminently bless your Royal
Consort, our gracious Queen, his Royal Highness the Prince, and the whole royal fami-

ly, with all temporal and eternal blessings ;—and when your Majesty hath been long
honoured of God to serve him and promote the good of mankind upon esrth, you
may be rewarded with eternal happiness in heaven, is, and shall be, the earnest

.prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in a General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

Signed in our presence, in our name, and at our appointment, by

Will. VVishart, Moderator.

Address to the King, by the late Commission, on the same -subject.

TO THE kino's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The bumble Address of the Commission of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.

May it please your Majestj',

We lay hold of this first opportunity that our meeting together affords us to ex-
3)ress our just sorrow and concern for the unspeakable loss which we, together with
all the Protestant churches, have sustained, in the unexpected death of his late ^Ma-
jesty, your royal father, our most indulgent Sovereign; and, at the same time, to

Kleclare the hearty joy and complete satisfaction that possess us on your Majesty's

i

quiet and peaceable accession to the throne.

When we revolve in our thoughts, how melancholy our situation appeared to be by
the sudden removal of our late most gracious and wise king, at a season when the

critical juncture of public affairs in Europe seemed to call for the most steady hand to

conduct them ; and when we reflect how momentary our fears were, how quickly

they were dispelled upon your Majesty's ascending the throne of your ancestors, with
the universal and joyful consent and congratulation of your people ; and when we
see the weight of British councils, in supporting the Protestant interest abroad, and
preserving the balance of Europe, prevail as formerly, we cannot but admire and
adore the kind Providence of Almighty God, who hath turned our sorrow into glad-

ness, and under those gloomy circumstances which threatened us with danger, hath

opened to us the prospect of lasting happiness and security.

It has been the unhappiness of Britain for more than a century past, that it never
saw the throne filled at the same time with a Protestant King and Queen, blessed

and supported by a hopeful progeny ; whence grew that weakness in the state, and
uncertainty in the settlement in matters of religion, that has frequently threatened

the Protestant churches with ruin. But now, thanks be to our most gracious God,
we see joined to our King, whose wisdom, justice, and magnanimity, secure the

Church and State from all apprehensions, a Queen, whose virtues and piety are a fit
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pattern for your people, and whose generous contempt of diadems, when standing in

competition with the Protestant religion, is rewarded even in this life with one of the

most considerable crowns in Europe ; and assures religion in this island of finding in

her a tender nursing-mother, as it gives a solid expectation, that the growing royal

.

family, the hope and glory of this kingdom, will be brought up in the same prin-

ciples.

Under these happy circumstances, we can have no apprehensions of what we for-

merly dreaded ; but may reasonably hope, that the abjured Pretender will soon have

no friend in Britain, who is not likewise a friend to his absurd religion ; and our

faithful endeavours must, with the blessing of God, have the same success against

him, as against those errors that lead captive his blinded abettors into his interest

against their own.

That the profession we make of affection to your Majesty is unfeigned and genuine,

no enemy we have can pretend to doubt. Early upon your accession to the crown

we received the strongest security that your Majesty will maintain inviolably the

rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland ; and its main support, under God, is

from the present happy establishment of the crown on your Majesty and your royal

family. Our preservation depends so evidently upon your undoubted title to the

' imperial crown of this realm, that though the Popish Pretender to your Majesty's

throne, in public papers and declarations, has often attempted to delude others with

the vain hopes of protection, should his arbitrary and tyrannical government take

place over this island, yet not the remotest insinuation either was or could, with any

colour, be made in favour of oui- Church—so inseparably are our duty to your Ma-
jesty and our interest connected together : and, therefore, we humbly presume to

hope, that your Majesty will graciously accept of this first declaration and tender of

our unalterable love, duty, and loyalty.

That God may long preserve your Majesty, the great pattern and promoter of

religion, and the defender of the true faith ; that your reign may be happy and un-

disturbed ; that you may always possess the hearts and affections of all your subjects ;

that you may be the guardian of the liberties of Europe, the support of the Protestant

interest, and the blessed instrument of relief to our suffering brethren abroad; that

all divine blessings in Christ Jesus may be plentifully dispensed to your Majesty,

to our most gracious Queen, to the Prince, and all your royal family ; and that it

may ever be the happiness of Britain to have a Prince ofyour royal line to sway the

sceptre, are the ardent prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the

Commission of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, at our appointment, and in our presence, by

Will. Hamilton, Moderator.

Sess. 6, May 8, 1728, ante meridievi.—Act renewing the Recommendation of the last

Assembly in favour of the Society in Scotlandfor Propayatitig Christian Knowledge.

The Lord President of the Session, preses of the Society in Scotland for Propa-
gating Christian Knowledge, gave in to the Assembly a memorial from the said So-

ciety, representing that tbey did lay before the late General Assembly the then state

of their affairs, upon which a recommendation was granted ; but are sorry to find

that divers Synods and Presbyteries have neglected to make any report as to their

diligence in what was therein desired of them,—that there are new demands made
by several Presbyteries and parishes for charity schools, which the Society cannot
answer, because they have already moie schools than their fund can well maintain

;

but when collections come in, they are ready, as far as they can, to settle schools in

places that most need the same ; and, for enabling the Society to do this, humbly de-
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siring that the recommendation of the late General Assembly maybe renewed. The
Society also represented, that they having received payment of the L. 1000 sterling,

mortified by John Raining, merchant in Norwich, for a school, they laid out the
same upon heritable security ; and having formerly intimated to the Assembly a
proposal of settling that school at Inverness, to which hopeful youths having Irish

at the Society's other schools might be brought, in order to learn the English lan-

guage, and, when further instructed, be returned to take up schools in the Highlands,
it was now reported that the magistrates, town-council, ministers, and kirk-session

of Inverness, have agreed to give accommodation and encouragement thereto, and
that thereupon that school was, in May last, settled in the said town, and is in a
flourishing condition. The General Assembly having heard and considered the
above memorial, with the act and recommendation of the late Assemblv in favour
of the said Society, and heard the Lord President, and other members of" that So-
ciety, give account of the state and management thereof, they did, and hereby do,

renew the recommendation of the said Assembly, and instruct and appoint their Com-
mission to be named by them to take care that the said recommendation be executed

;

and, likewise, do appoint the several Synods and Presbyteries within this Church to

send up to the meeting of the Commission, in November next, and also to the next
Assembly, with the commissioners from their bounds, a particular account in writing
of their diligence, with a list of deficients in contributing within the several Presby-
teries. And they appoint their said Commission to take this matter under their con-
sideration, at their said meeting in November next, at furthest, and report their di-

ligence, and an account of their success, to the next General Assembly.

VI.

Sess. 12, May 11, \H%, post meridiem.—Act and Recommendation for a Vohintary Con-
tribution., to be applied towards erecting an Infirmary or Hospitalfor Diseased Poor at
Edinburgh.

There was presented to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland a peti-

tdon for the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh, showing, that they having
observed many poor miserable objects in this place, as well strangers from all corners
of the nation, as inhabitants of the city, seeking after the means of health, having
nothing either to maintain themselves or provide medicines, they did, some years
ago, erect a dispensatory, provided it with n:edicines at the lowest rates, and by
turns gave attendance at their public hall to give advice gratis ; but finding that the
advice given, and the medicines applied, often proved unsuccessful, and came short of
their good effect, through the patients their wanting due care taken of them, and their

being destitute of means for ])roviding a proper diet and lodging while under cure.

For remedy of which, the said college did lately propose the establishing an infir-

mary or hospital for sick and wounded poor, after the example and practice of most
other countries and cities, unto which proper objects may be taken for cure, and to

raise a stock for that end, by voluntary subscriptions and donations, that so poor per-

sons may not only have advice and medicines gratis, but also (when any jjhysician

sees it necessary) be entertained at bed and board, with proper serv-ants to attend

them during the time of their cure ; antl having already made some good progress in

obtaining subscriptions and donations for the end foresaid, by the care and pains of

some worthy gentlemen, and the charitable disposition of persons of all ranks to

whom application has been made, they thought it proper to make the good design

more publicly known, in hopes of an universal approbation ; and that many will cheer-

fully contribute towards carrying on so (Christian and necessary a work, which may
prove universally profitable to the nation ; the commendable practice of erecting and
maintaining many such hospitals abroad, and the great advantages that are well

known to arise therefrom, beina: a stroiit; motive for us in Scotland to establish one

amongst us, whereby many poor tradesmen, servants, apprentices, journeymen, and
labourers, who casually meet with fractures, bruises, wounds, dislocations, or do fall

into sickness, may, by the blessuig of God, and the timeous application of proper

4 G
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metlicincs, he recovered and restored to health and strength, who, through the want
of such help, become beggars, or a burden upon their friends or the public, but by
means of this hospital may be restored to health, and enabled to follow their employ-

ments and business, gain their own livelihood, and be useful in the commonwealth.

And another great use of such an hospital is, that the overseei-s thereof will be a

check upon many idle and slothful persons, who, under pretence of some slight lame-

ness, sickness, or weakness, become a burden upon the country ; for such, being brought

into the hospital and cured, will be debarred from begging, and the really poor and
incurably lame or sick will the more easily and cheerfully be pitied and supplied by
charitable persons. And therefore the foresaid college do invite all ]>ersons, societies,

and corporations, who are in case to contribute towards carrying on this charitable

and necessary design, to concur therein, and earnestly desire the General Assembly

of this National Church to recommend a voluntary contribution at the several pa-

rish churches in Scotland, for advancing the foresaid charitable work, in such manner
as to them shall seem most suitable.

The General Assembly, having heard the said petition, and taking into their most

serious consideration the deplorable circumstances of manj' industrious poor of both

sexes, who, while in health and firmness of body, do labour with diligence, and main-

tain themselves and families, yet when they fall into sickness, or are otherwise dis-

abled, are in the greatest extremity of misery, being not only destitute of bread, but

want the necessary means of cure and recovery ; against both which inconveniences

a remedy is proposed by this pious and Christian project ; and the Assembly also

considering that this infirmary or hospital will be of universal and common use to

the poor of the whole nation ; they do, therefore, with the greatest earnestness, re-

commend a public contribution through all the parishes of Scotland for advancing

thereof, to be made upon such Lord's Days as the several Presbyteries or ministers

shall think most proper, after these presents come to their hands ; and do exhort

all well disposed persons, especially those on whom God has bestowed the ines-

timable blessings of health and strength, and any competent measure of the other

good things of this life, that they lay to heart the distress of such their fellow

Christians as are deprived of them, and, according to their ability, contribute cheer-

fully to their relief, by encouraging this so necessary and charitable a design. And
the Assembly appoints this Act and recommendation to be published in all the pa-

rish churches of Scotland, upon the Lord's Day preceding the day to be appointed

for the collection, immediately after sermon in the forenoon ; and recommends to

the several ministiers who preach on the said Lord's Days to enforce the same with

suitable exhortations. And appoints the money collected in the several parishes to

be put into the hands of the moderators of the respective Presbyteries, and by them

to be carefully transmitted to Edinburgh, with the first opportunity, to David Spcnce,

Secretary to the Bank of Scotland, who, at the desire of the said Royal College of

Physicians, has undertaken the trouble of receiving the whole contributions for this

charitable work, and will give receipts for the same, to be accounted for bv him to the

managers of the said infirmary, conform to his obligation granted for that end.

vn.

Sesf. 16, Mai/ 14, 1728, post meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders for discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and ap-

point, the Reverend Mr William Wishart, Principal of the College of Edinburgh,

their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this Assembly ; any thirty-one of them

are hereby declared to be a quorum, whereof twenty-one are always to be ministers

;

with power to them to cognosce and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in

every matter referred, or that shall be referred to them, by any Act or order of this

Assembly ; which commissioners are hereby ordained to convene within the Assem-
bly-House at Edinburgh the first free day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at

i
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ten of the clock in the forenoon, and afterwards the second Wednesdays of Angust?
November, and March next, and oftener, when and where they shall think con-

venient ; with power to them to choose their own moderator. And this General As-

sembly do hereby renew the powers, frranted by the late General Assembly, to their

commissioners by their Act, dated the 16th day of May last, entitled, " Commission
to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for discussing divers Affairs referred to them,"

and the instructions therein mentioned in all ])oints ; and ordains this Commission
to proceed according thereunto, and report to the ne.\t General Assembly.

VIII.

Sess. 18, Mai/ 15, 1728, post meridiem.— CommiisioJi to some Ministers ami Ruling

Elders for Reformation of the Hiyhlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-

ment of the King's Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration, that it has pleased the

King, out of his royal bounty, to grant the sum of L.IOOO sterling, to encoui-age

itinerant preachers and catechists to go to the Highlands and Islands, for instructing

the people in the principles of the true religion ; and being desirous to carry on the

reformation in the foresaid places, and to prosecute his Majesty's pious design, do

hereby continue Mr John Uundas of Philipston, Procurator for the Church, to be

receiver of the foresaid money, and to lay out the same in the terms of his Majesty's

grant and 6th Act of the General Assembly, held in the year 1725, entitled, " Com-
mission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Reformation of the Highlands and

Islands of Scotland, and Management of the King's Bounty for that end ;" and do

hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Reverend Mr William Wishart,

Principal of the College of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of

this Assembly for reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and disposing upon

the foresaid royal bounty, for the ends above mentioned, according to the said 6th

Act of the General Assembly, held in theyear 1725, 6th Act of Assembly, 1726, and

5th Act of Assembly, 1727; and the whole rules and powers contained in these Acts

are hereby renewed, any seven of the foresaid persons are declared to be a quorum,

whereof four to be always ministers. And the General Assembly appoints the said

committee to have their meetings in the hall of the Society for Propagating Christian

Knowledge, in Edinburgh, the last Thursdays of every month, at three of the clock

in the afternoon, but to have a quarterly meeting the first lawful day after the ad-

journment of the four stated meetings of the Commission of the General Assembly,

at ten of the clock in the forenoon, with power to adjourn themselves as they shall

find needful ; and they are appointed to keep a correspondence with the said Com-
mission, also with the foresaid Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and

with Presbyteries and Synods concerned in the Highlands and Islands, and places

where Popery abounds in the North : and the said Commission are empowered to

concur with the said committee in their work when applied unto for that effect ; and

ordains the said committee to report an account of their actings and diligence to the

next General Assembly. And this committee are to continue till another committee

be named in their room.

IX.

Sess. ult., May 16, 1728 Act concerning Mr John Simson, Professor of Divinity in

the University of Glasgow.

The General Assembly, having maturely considered the affair concerning Mr John
Simson, Professor of Divinity in the University of Glasgow, with all that hath appeared

to them, both from the depositions of the witnesses and his own writings and papers,

do find, that, in his papers, given in to the General Assembly upon the 14th and
15th days of this instant, and this day, he does assert the necessity of the existence
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and generation of the person of our Lord Jesus Christ ; also, that be declares that

the titles, Summus Deus, and the only true God, are equally applicable to the Father

and the Son, and not in any lower sense to the Son than to the Father. Likewise,

that he affirms that the three Persons in the Godhead are one substance or essence in

number; therefore, the General Assembly does find that his sentiments, as above

expressed in his foresaid papers upon these articles, are sound and orthodox ; never-

theless, considering what hath been found both relevant and proved against him by this

present and the preceding General Assembly, of his having taught and uttered such

things, and expressed himself in such terms, as are subversive of these blessed truths,

as they are contained in the Holy Scriptures, and laid down in our Confession of

Faith and Catechisms, and tend to shake the belief of them, and to inject needless

and ill-grounded doubts and scruples into the minds of men, and to render them
dark and uncertain as to what they ought to believe concerning the same ; and, like-

wise, considering the great offence which he hath given by neglecting so many op-

portunities, during the course of the proceedings against him, of giving satisfaction to

the judicatories of the Church, as to the soundness of his faith concerning those im-

portant articles, find themselves obliged, for the honour of truth, and in order to pre-

vent the spreading of error, and preserving the purity of doctrine in this Church, to

testify their high dissatisfaction with his conduct and behaviour. And many members
declaring that they thought the said Mr John Simson deserved deposition, the As-

sembly, after mature deliberation, considering that the process is not entirely finished,

and the other circumstances of the case, as it now stands, did agree to suspend, and
hereby do suspend, the foresaid Mr John Simson, from preaching and teaching, and
all exercise of any ecclesiastical power or function, until another General Assembly
shall think fit to take off this sentence ; and this Assembly does leave it to the next

ensuing General Assembly to do concerning him, with relation to this process, and
the other, not yet brought under consideration of this Assembly, as to them shall

seem fit. And the Assembly further orders the proceedings of this Assembly to be
printed, and to be transmitted, with the state of this process, printed by an order of

the committee of the last Assembly for purity of doctrine, to the several Presby-

teries of this Church, that they may send up their commissioners to the next As-
sembly duly instructed upon what they think proper to be further done in that which
remains of Mr Simson's affair.

X,

Sess. ult., May 16, \129,.~Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, 1729 years.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of a part of the 72d
Psalm, from the 17th verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 1, 1729,

I.

JSess, 1, May 1, 1729.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Buchan produced
and ordered to be recoi'ded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 1, 1729.— The King's most gracious Letterto the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 3, 1729.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

•Sess. 3, May 3, 1729, ante meridiem.—Act renewing the Recommendation of the last

General Assembly in favour of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian

Knowledge.

There was brought into the General Assembly, from their Committee for Bills,

the petition and representation of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian

Knowledge, showing that the foresaid Society having formerly, from time to time,

given an account to the General Assembly of the state of their affairs, and having,

since the last General Assembly, caused print the present state thereof, and sent

copies to all parishes, Presbyteries, and Synods, in Scotland, do now present a copy
of the same to this Assembly, whereby it appears that the number of their schools is

seventy-eight, and the number of scholars are near 3000 ; and the Society are

about erecting more schools.

As to the school erected upon the fund left by the deceased John Raining, merchant

in Norwich, it is in a flourishing condition, having therein, at the last visitation, 101

scholars ; and the Society are using their endeavours for recovering what remains un-

paid of that fund.

Many places are yet needing and petitioning for schools, but the Society's funds

do not allow thereof ; and divers of the masters do complain of the smallness of their

salaries, and the Society are convinced that they need augmentations ; but the ex-

penses of furnishing books, postage, and other incidents, are so great, that the Society

are much straitened how to answer the demands on them ; and therefore did, for

increasing their funds, grant a commission this year to divers noblemen, persons of

honour, ministers, and other worthy and charitable persons in England, to be cor-

respondent members, in order to obtain donations, and for negotiating the Society's

affairs there ; which commission is printed in the foresaid state.

The Society, considering that the coming of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour

is what all sincere believers wish and pray for, and that it has pleased God to put it

in the hearts of many in his Majesty's dominions to contribute their endeavours, and
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to bestow of their worldly substance for advancing the knowledge of Christ in places

needing the means thereof, both at home and abroad ; and not only does our gra-

cious Sovereign countenance it, but also out of his royal bounty gives yearly a consi-

derable sum for that end ; and Protestant powers abroad are concerning themselves

in this laudable design, by sending missionaries to heathen nations, and with good
success.

This being a matter of the greatest moment, the promoters thereof do need direc-

tion and encouragement from the Word of God, and also the prayers and concurrence

of the Lord's people.

The Society, by their committee, did therefore apply to the reverend ministers of

the Presbytery of Edinburgh to appoint a sermon on the foresaid subject, in the

High Church of Edinburgh, the first Thursday of January yearly, l)eing the day of

the anniversary meeting of the foresaid Society ; and that these sermons be for con-

firmation of people in the truth of the holy Christian religion, and the excellency

thereof, and in the faith of the great promises made for spreading the knowledge of

Christ ; and the ministers of the foresaid Presbytery did very cordially agree there-

unto ; and that when the Society shall invite any of their number, the Presbytery

should lay their appointment on him to preach that sermon ; and left it to the Society

to apply to the venerable Assembly to have their allowance to invite any minister

of this National Church, who may conveniently be had, to preach that sermon

annually.

It has been a great satisfaction and encouragement to this Society, that as their

erection was at the earnest desire of the General Assembly, so they have still had the

concurrence and approbation of the Established Church, and by the pious zeal and
great care of the ministers thereof, considerable sums have been brought in to the

Society, so that their present fund is u])wards of L.9000 sterling, besides what of Mr
Raining's mortification is already ]>aid in, and divers other legacies by charitable

persons, liferentcd and yet resting. But, at the same time, the Society cannot but

represent that there are many ministers and parishes in Scotland who never, to this

day have given any thing to the Society's funds. The Society are unwilling to be

more particular in this matter, being hopeful those concerned will lay it to heart, and
with their first conveniency contribute, but are resolved to prepare, in order to be

laid before the next General Assembly, a full list of parishes in every Synod and
Presbytery in Scotland deficient in contributing; and, therefore, humbly craving to

the effect after mentioned.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the foresaid representation

and petition, they did, and hereby do, renew their former recommendations to defi-

cients in contributing to the Society's funds, and do earnestly entreat them yet to in

contribute cheerfull}' to so excellentand Christian an undertaking, and to send their :

donations in the terms of the eighth Act of the last General Assembly, to Mr Joseph
Cave, merchant in Edinburgh, the Society's treasurer. And the Assembly recom-

j

mends to any minister of this Church whom the Society shall invite, J'early to preach

a sermon at their anniversary meetings suitable to the occasion ; and likewise, recom- ',

mends to the several Presbyteries where the Society's schools are or may be settled,

to visit them frequently, and give them all encouragement, and to report to the said I

Society the state of their charity schools, according to the rules laid down by them
in the foresaid printed state of the Society.

Sess. 14, May 12, 1129, post me? idiem.—Act Dividing the Presbytery of Lorn, and
erecting a new Presbytery in Mull.

The General Assembly, having had laid before them a petition of the Presbytery of

Lorn, concurred with by the Synod of Argyle, setting forth the great extent of the

bounds of that Presbytery, and the distance at which sundry of the parishes in it do lie

from the Presbytery seat, and that travelling in that country, both by sea and land,

is very difficult, which often stops the members of Presbytery from meeting, and other



1729. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 607

persons concerned from attending their diets, and occasions much expenses and trouble ;

and, for a remedy of this, in some measure, proposing the erection of another Presby-

tery therein—as the said petition and Act of the Synod, both read in Assembly, more
fully bear. And the General Assembly, having considered the premises, and judging

the present situation of the said Presbytery very inconvenient, and a great obstruction

to the exercise of discipline, as well as an hinderance to the ministers in their work,

they being thereby frequently detained long from their parishes ; do, therefore, hereby

disjoin the said Presbytery and parishes after named, and erect the same into two

Presbyteries, in manner following, viz., the whole parishes within the Isles of Mull,

Tiree, and Coll, and the country of Ardnamurchan, Sunnard, and Morven, consist-

ing at present of si.x ministerial charges, into one Presbytery, to be called the Pres-

bytery of Mull ; and ordains, that their ordinary place of meeting be at Arros in Mull

;

and the parishes of Lismore and Appin, Ardchattan and Muckairn, Kilmore and
Kilbride, Kilbrandon and Kilchattan, Kilninver and Kilmelfort, part of the old Pres-

bytery of Lorn, with the parishes of Kilchrennan and Dallavich, and Innishall and
Clachandysart, now in the bounds of the Presbytery of Inverary, into another Pres-

bytery, consisting at present of seven ministerial charges, to be continued under the

name of the Presbytery of Lorn ; and appoints that their place of meeting be for or-

dinary at Kilmore. And the Assembly ordains the foresaid two Presbyteries to have

their first meetings respective at the places above mentioned, upon the first Wednes-
day of July next ; and they declare both the said Presbyteries to be still a part of the

Synod of Argyle, as formerly, and to have the same powers and privileges which any

other Presbytery have, by the Word of God and constitutions of this Church. And,
lastly, the General Assembly ordains that the records and papers formerly belonging

to the old Presbytery of Lorn remain with the new Presbytery of that name, but

that they may be patent to the Presbytery of Mull, and that they have all necessary

extracts therefrom, as they shall require the same.

VL

Sess. 15, Mat/ 13, 1729, ante meridiem.—Act concerning Mr John Simson, Professor of
Divinity in the College of Glasgow.

The General Assembly, considering how necessary it is that the process which
hath so long depended, concerning Mr John Simson, Professor of Divinity in the
College of Glasgow, should be brought to an issue, such as may tend to the preserva-

tion of the purity of the doctrine and of the peace of this Church ; and being now
to give their determination in it, do observe, with great pleasure and thankfulness, that

God hath so happily directed all the judicatories of this Church which have had this

process under their consideration, that there hath not appeared the least difference

of sentiment; but, on the contrary, there hath been the most perfect and unanimous

I

agreement among them, as to the doctrine of the glorious Trinity, and the proper
Supreme Deity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, according as the same is re-

vealed in the Holy Scriptures, and contained in our Confession of Faith and Cate-
chisms.

And they having maturely and seriously considered all that hath been found rele

vant and proven against the said Mr John Simson by the two last preceding Assem-
' blies, together with all that hath been offered by him, for alleviating the censure that

( ought to be inflicted for the same ; and having also considered the declarations given

in by him to the two former General Assemblies, and to this, wherein he owns the

orthodox doctrine concerning those great and fundamental articles of our holy reli-

gion, and disclaims and renounces all those errors, and erroneous or suspicious ways
of speaking which he had been charged with, and declares himself exceedingly sorry •

for the offence he had given, by such ways of expressing himself. And though the

said Mr John Simson hath constantly disowned that ever he held, or deliberately

taught, the gross errors whereof he was accused, yet many members of this General
Assembly declared it to be their opinion, that the uttering such things, and making
use of such expressions, as have been found against Mr Simson, was such a fault in a
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minister, especially in one of his station, who had the care of the education of youth

designed for the holy ministry, as deserved no less than the censure of deposition ;

and other members, in respect of the alleviations found in the course of the process,

and of the declarations made by Mr Simson, having, on the other hand, given it as

their opinion, that he ought to be treated with more tenderness ; and the General As-

sembly being desirous to avoid going to extremities on either side, but to give such a

decision in the matter as may give just and reasonable satisfaction on all hands, and
preserve peace, both among the members of this Assembly, and among all the other

ministers and members of the Church, find that the foresaid Mr John Simson, by
what hath been found relevant and proven against him in this process, and also by
his neglecting so many opportunities, as he had during the course thereof, of giving

satisfaction to the judicatories of this Church, when called to do so, as to the sound-

ness of his faith concerning those important articles about which he was called in

question, had given such offence as renders it not fit or safe that he should further

teach as a Professor of Divinity in this Church : Therefore, the General Assembly
did, and hereby do, ratify and confirm the sentence of the last Assembly, suspending'

the said Mr John Simson from preaching and teaching, and all exercise of any eccle-

siastical power or function, until another General Assembly shall think fit to take off

this sentence ; and also give it as their judgment, that it is not fit or safe that he be

further employed in teaching divinity, and instructing of youth designed for the holy

ministry in this Church.

And that the judicatories of this Church may have no more trouble about this pro-

cess, the General Assembly have thought fit, that, for peace's sake, this whole affair

concerning Mr Simson should rest here.

vu.

Sess. 16, May 13, \129>, post meridiem — Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Eldersfor Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-
ment of the King's Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the great extent of many
parishes in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and that, by reason thereof, igno-

rance. Popery, superstition, and vice, do abound in many places therein, and that it

has pleased our gracious Sovereign the King, out of his royal bounty, to bestow

3'early the sum of L.IOOO sterling, to encourage itinerant preachers and catechists

to go to the foresaid Highlands and Islands, for assisting the ministers established

there, in giving the people in those parts such instruction as is necessary to

cnlinrhten and arm them against the practices of many Popish priests that resort

thither to pervert and seduce them from the profession and principles of the reformed

reliction ; and the General Assembly being glad of such an opportunity of advancing

the interest of religion and good of their country, under such favourable circum-

stances, with so great encouragement and assistance, and earnestly desirous to im-

prove the same, and to promote his Majesty's pious design ; and seeing they cannot

do what is necessary in that matter during the short time of their continuing to-

gether, and that it is proper there be a standing committee of fit persons, such as

may best attend and be most useful, appointed for this matter, to meet frequently in

the intervals of the General Assemblies : The General Assembly do, by these pre-

sents, nominate, commission, and appoint, the Reverend Mr James Alston, minister

of the Gospel at Dirleton, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for

reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for disposing upon the foresaid royal

bounty for the ends above mentioned, and according to his Majesty's grant; and do

hereby renew the powers contained in the fifth Act of the General Assembly, anno

1727, and eighth Act of the Assembly, in the year 1728, entitled, " Commission to

some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of

Scotland, and Managing the King's Bounty for that end," and the several acts therein

mentioned, which are held as here repeated ; and any seven of the foresaid persons

are declared to be a quorum, whereof four are always to be ministers. And the fore-
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said committee are appointed to have their meetinais in Edinburgh, in the Hall of
the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, the last Thursdays of
every month, at three o'clock in the afternoon, and also the first lawful day after the
adjournment of the four stated diets of the Commission of this Assembly, at'ten o'clock
forenoon ; with power to adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall find

needful, and with power lo nominate ministers, preachers, and catechists, too-oin mis-
sion to the foresaid parts ; and such ministers as they shall appoint to go in mission are
hereby empowered to act as members of Presbyteries and Synods while within their
bounds, and keep sessions for discipline. And the General Assembly does hereby
continue the forcnamed j\Ir John Dundas of Philipston, Procurator for the Church,
to be receiver of the foresaid royal bounty', and for laying out the same in the terms
of his Majesty's grant, and according to the orders and directions of the foresaid com-
mittee; and the said committee are enjoined to take special care that the foresaid

money be no otherwise disposed of than for the purposes contained in the royal grant,

and not only that those who receive thereof be duly qualified in all respects for what
they are to be employed in by the foresaid committee, but also that they do punctual-
ly serve for the same, according to the rules of the former committee, contained in

tiioir register, and be ordered and enjoined to observe the same ; and the said com-
mittee are required, besides the register of their actings, to keep distinct books of ac-

counts how the foresaid money is bestowed ; and which books of accounts are to be
patent to any concerned, who please to inspect the same ; and the said committee
are appointed to keep a correspondence with the Commission of this Assembly, also with
the foresaid Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and with the Synods and
Presbyteries concerned in the Highlands and Islands, and places in the North of this

Church, and where Popery does abound ; and the said Commission are empowered
to concur with the said committee in their work, when applied unto for that effect

;

also, the said committee are ordained and empowered to state the accounts of their

distribution of the foresaid royal bounty, and to lay the same before the Lord High
Treasurer, or Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, or Barons of Exchequer in

Scotland, according to his Majesty's royal pleasure expressed in the foresaid grant

;

and also to lay the same before the next General Assembly, with the register of
their actings and proceedings. And, lastly, this committee are to continue till another
committee be appointed in their room ; and members, especially those in Edinburgh,
are required to give punctual attendance on all the diets of this committee, and when
they cannot do it to send their excuse; and the clerk of the said committee is or-

dered to keep an exact account of the attendance of members, and lay the same before

the next General Assembly, in so far as the excuses for absence are not sustained by
the committee.

VHI.

Sess. 18, Ma?/ 14, 1729, past meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Eldei-sfor discussing divers Affairs remitted to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, so as to determine therein themselves, for

want of time, do therefore nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr James
Alston, minister at Dirleton, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this As-
sembly, any thirty-one of whom are declared to be a quorum, whereof twenty-one are

always to be ministers ; with power to them to cognosce and finally determine as they

shall see cause, in every matter referred, or that shall be referred, to them by any act

or order of this Assembly, which commissioners are hereby ordained to convene with-

in the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first free day after the dissolution of this

Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, and afterwards the second Wednesdays of August,

November, and March next, and oftener, when and where they shall think conveni-

ent ; with power to them to choose their own moderator. And this General Assembly

do hereby renew the powers granted by the late General Assembly to their commis-
sioners by their Act, dated the 14th day of May last, entitled, " Commission to some

4 H
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Ministers and Ruling Elders for discussing divers Affairs referred to them," and the

instructions therein mentioned in all points; and ordains this Commission to proceed

according thereunto, and report to the next General Assembly.

IX.

Sess. ult., May 16, 1729.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

dinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May next to come, 17o0 years.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 133d Psalm

throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DUNDAS, Cls, Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 14, 1730.

Sess. 1, May 14, 1730.— The King's Commission to Hugh Earl of Loudoun produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 14, 1730.— The Kijig's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 16, 1730.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most graciou

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 10, May 21, 1730.

—

Act concerning the Management of the King's Royal Bounty

for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

The General Assembly did approve of the rules laid down by the committee of the

last Assembly for managing his Majesty's bounty for reformation of the Highlands

and Islands, in their letters to Presbyteries for the regular distribution of the foresaid

bounty, and do ajspoint all concerned hereafter punctually to observe the same ; par-

ticularly, the Assembly ordains the several Presbyteries to insert in their registers

I

I
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the committee's appointments of the designations, salaries, and stations, of the re-

spective missionaries, and enjoins them to have an exact regard thereto, in all the
letters that they shall vi'rite about the said missionaries, and in giving of their certifi-

cates to them. And the Assembly also appoints the several Presbyteries to direct all

their letters concerning missionaries in their bounds only to the moderator of the

committee, and ordains that the said letters be signed, at the appointment of the Pres-

bytery, by the moderator or clerk thereof. And the General Assembly does discharge

for the future any payments to be made of the salaries of missionaries, except upon
receipts from the missicmaries themselves, and upon certificates from Presbyteries,

bearing that they have served the time mentioned in the receipts, yet reserving

liberty to the committee, when they first employ missionaries, to allow them, upon
their own receipts as above, one quarter's salary per advance, if they find it neces-

sary ; provided always, that before the said new missionaries receive their second
quarter, they produce certificates of their service for the whole half year preceding.

And the General Assembly likewise appoints that all the committee's accounts with
their cashier be duly signed and attested, and immediately thereafter recorded in the

book prepared for that effect ; and in regard the Barons of his Majesty's Exchequer
did, upon the 7th of July 1729, allow twenty-five pounds sterling per annum of the

expenses in managing the royal bounty, to be for the future stated in the accounts

thereof that shall be laid before them ; therefore, the General Assembly declares the

Church's annual allowance of five hundred pounds sterling to be in so far relieved

of the burden laid upon it by the Act of the last Assembly, dated the 13th day of
May 1729, post meridiem. And the Assembly appoints a particular account of all

money disbursed in managing the foresaid bounty to be annually stated by the co.ti-

mittee, and laid with their report before the Assembly, for their approbation ; and this

without prejudice to the other heads of the foresaid Act of Assembly, which the

General Assembly appoints to take effect, according to the committee's acts dated
August 25, 1725, and May 9, 1726, approven in the subsequent Assemblies.

Sess. 14, May 23, 1730, ante meridiem.—Commission to some Ministers and Ruling
Elders fur discussiiiy divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty
affairs which they cannot overtake, so as to determine therein themselves, for want
of time, do therefore nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr William
Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c.

;

to be commissioners of this Assembly, and anj' thirty-one of them are declared to be

a quorum, whereof twenty-one are always to be ministers; with power to them to

cognosce, and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred, or

that shall be referred, to them by any act or order of this Assembly; which commis-
sioners are hereby ordained to convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the

first free day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, and after-

wards the second Wednesdays of August, November, and March next, and oflener,

when and where they shall think convenient ; with power to them to choose their own
moderator. And this General Assembly do hereby renew the powers granted by the late

General Assembly to their commissioners, by their Act dated the I4th day of May
last, entitled, " Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for discussing divers

Aifairs referred to them," and the instructions therein mentioned in all points; and
ordains this Commission to proceed according thereunto ; and all affairs referred to

the late Commission, not yet finally determined, are hereby remitted to the Commis-
ion of this Assembly, to be proceeded in until the same be finished; and this Com-
nission is to report to the next General Assembly.
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VL
Sess. 14, Mai/ 23, 1730, aiite meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-
ment of the King's Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, taking; into their consideration the great extent of many
parishes in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and that by reason thereof igno-

rance, Popery, superstition, and vice, do abound in many places therein, and that it

has pleased our gracious Sovereign the King, out of his royal bounty, to bestow yearly

the sum of L.IOOO sterling, to encourage itinerant preachers and catechists to go

to the foresaid Highlands and Islands, for assisting ministers established there, in

giving the people in those parts such instruction as is necessary to enlighten and arm
them against the practices of manj' Popish priests that resort thither: and finding

that divers preceding General Assemblies have appointed some ministers and elders

for management of the royal bounty, for the end foresaid ; and it being necessary the

like be now done, the General Assembly do, by these presents, nominate, commis-
sion, and appoint, the Rev. Mr William Hamilton, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a

committee of this Assembly for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland,

and for disposing upon the foresaid royal bounty, according to his Majesty's grant;

and the General Assembly do hereby renew the powers contained in the 7th Act of

the General Assembly, 1729, entitled, " Commission to some Ministers and Ruling
Elders for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-
ment of the King's Bounty for that end ;" and the several Acts therein mentioned,

also the regulations and Act of this Assembly, dated the 22d day of May current,

which are held as here repeated ; and any seven of the foresaid persons are declared to

be a quorum, whereof four are always to be ministers ; and the foresaid committee are

appointed to have their meetings in Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland

for Propagating Christian Knowledge, the last Thursdays of every month, at three

o'clock in the afternoon, and also the first lawful day after the adjournment of the four

stated diets of the Commission of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except when
it falls to be Saturday, and then the meeting is to be on the Monday following; with

power to adjourn themselves to such tinies and places as they shall fiad needful, and
with power to nominate ministers, preachers, and catechists, to go in mission to the

foresaid places. And the General Assembly does hereby continue the said Mr John
Dundas to be receiver of the foresaid royal bounty, and for laying out the same in the

terms of his Majesty's grant, and according to the orders of the foresaid committee

;

and which committee are enjoined to take special care to observe the whole directions

contained in the foresaid 7th Act of the late General Assembly, and the Act above

mentioned, in all points.

VII.

Sess, 15, May 25, 1730, post meridiem—Act discharging the Recording of Reasons of
Dissent.

The General Assembly appoints that the reasons of dissent against the determina-
tion of Church judicatories, in causes brought before them, shall not be entered in the

register, but be kept in rctcntis, to be laid before the superior judicatories.

VHL
Sess, 15, May 25, \12tQ, post meiidiem.—Actfor preventing the Spreading of Error.

The General Assembly recommends it to all the ministers of this Church to be

careful in their several charges, to guard against the spreading of any errors contrary

to our standards of doctrine, and condemned by Acts of Assemblies, particularly such
as strike against the fundamentals of oiur holy religion.
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IX.

S'ess. ult., May 26, 1730.

—

Act appointing tite Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, being the 6th day of that

month, in the year 1731, in this place, being the ordinary place of their meeting.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of the 72d Psalm,
from the 17th verse to the end, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Jo. DuNDAS, Ch. EccL Scot.

May 25, 1730, post meridiem.

OVERTURE IN REGARD TO APPEALS.*

There being laid before the Assembly an overture, proposing that for hereafter

the members of an inferior court, from which an appeal is brought, shall not be

excluded from judging, nor be reckoned parties, because they gave judgment when
the cause was tried before the inferior court, reserving ail other grounds of declina-

ture as accords ; the Assembly does transmit the said overture to the several Presby-

teries of this Church, that they may send their opinions to the next Assembly,

whether it be expedient to pass the same into an act.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 6, 1731.

I.

Sess. 1, May 6, 1731.— The King's Commission to Hugh Earl of Loudoun produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

11.

Sess. 1, May 6, 1731.— The King^s most gracious Letter to the General Assemhli/,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 8, 1731.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c,

• This Overture does not appear to have passed Ed. 1843.
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IV.

Sess. 9, 3Iat/ 14, 1731, post meridiem.—Act and Overture concerning the Method of
Planting Vacant Churches.

.

The General Assembly, considering the inconveniences and divisions that have
arisen, in planting of vacant parishes, occasioned partly by Presbyteries not following

an uniform method in supplying those vacancies with Gospel ministers, and that

those evils may be in part remedied and prevented, they appoint that Presbyteries,

when the planting of any parish falls into iheir hands, tanquam jure devoluto,

take care to have the same supplied with a well qualified Gospel minister, to labour •

amongst the people for their spiritual edification; and in order thereunto, they shall

appoint one or more of their number to meet with the heritors, being Protestants, and
the elders who represent the people, that they may elect and call one to be their mi-
nister, whom they are to propose to the whole congregation, to be either approven or

disa|)proven by them ; and the disa]iprovers to offer their reasons to the Presbytery
of the bounds at whose judgment, and by whose determination, the calling and entrv

of a minister is to be ordered and concluded And when the like case happens in

royal burghs, that the call or election be by the magistrates, town-council, and kirk-

session, where there is no landward parish ; and where there is a part of the parish in

landward, the call or election shall be by the magistrates, town-council, kirk-session,

and heritors of the landward parish.

And that there may be no unnecessary delays in planting of churches, the Assem-
bly further ordain, that Presbyteries when applied unto, within the six months after

the vacancy for supplying thereof, by consent of the patron and others concerned,
shall forthwith proceed to the planting of the vacant charge, in the manner and way
above specified, without putting oflF till the six months be elapsed : And the Assembly
recommends to all ministers, ])rcachers, and members of this Church, to take care

that they do not encourage or go into any method for planting vacant churches, con-
trary to or inconsistent with this rule.

The General Assembly do transmit this overture to the several Presbyteries of this

Church, that they may return their opinion to the next Assembly, whether it shall be
turned into a standing act ; and the General Assembly do enjoin Presbyteries, in the

meantime, to observe it until the next Assembly. And in case Presbyteries shall ne-

glect to send up their opinion upon it, the General Assembly do appoint the overture

to be laid before the next General Assembly to be passed into a standing act or not,

as they see cause.

Sess. 10, May 15, 1731, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling
Elders for discussing divers Affairs referred to tliem.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, so as to determine therein themselves,

for want of time, do therefore nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr James
Smith, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners

of this Assembly, and any thirty-one of them are declared to be a quorum, whereof
twenty-one are always to be ministers ; with power to them to cognosce, and finally

determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred, or that shall be referred,

to them, by any act or order of this Assembly ; which commissioners are hereby or-

dained to convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh, the first free day after

the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, and afterwards the second

Wednesdays of August, November, and March next, and oftener, when and where
they shall think convenient ; with power to them to choose their own moderator. And
this General Assembly do hereby renew the powers granted by the late General As-
sembly to their commissioners, by their act, dated the 23d day of May last, entitled,

" Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for discussing divers Affairs re-

I
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ferred to them," and the instructions therein mentioned in all points ; and ordain this

Commission to proceed according thereto ; and all affairs referred to the late Com-
mission, not yet finally determined, are hereby remitted to the Commission of this

Assembly, to be proceeded in until the same be finished; and this Commission is to

report to the next General Assembly.

VI.

Sess. 10, May 15, 1731, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Ehiersfor Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-
ment of the King's Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration the great extent of many
parishes in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and that by reason thereof igno-

rance. Popery, superstition, and vice, do abound in many places therein, and that it

has pleased our gracious Sovereign the King, out of his royal bounty, to bestow yearly

the sum of. L. 1000 sterling, to encourage itinerant preachers and catechists to go to

the foresaid Highlands and Islands, for assisting ministers established there in giving

the people in those parts such instruction as is necessary to enlighten and arm them
against the practices of many Popish priests that resort thither; and finding that di-

vers preceding General Assemblies have appointed some ministers and elders for ma-
naging of the royal bounty for the end foresaid ; and it being necessary the like be

now done, the General Assembly do, by these presents, nominate, commission, and
appoint, the Rev. Mr James Smith, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their Mo-
derator, Messrs William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the University of Edin-
burgh, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for reformation of the Highlands and
Islands of Scotland, and for disposing upon the foresaid royal bounty according to his

Majesty's grant ; and the General Assembly do hereby renevv the powers contained in

the seventh Act of the General Assembly, 1729, and the several acts therein mentioned,

also the regulations contained in the fourth and sixth Acts ofthe Assembly, 1 730, which
are held as here repeated ; and any seven of the foresaid persons are declared to be a

quorum, whereof four are always to be ministers, and the foresaid committee are ap-

pointed to have their meetings in Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland

for Propagating Christian Knowledge, the last Thursday of every month, at three

o'clock in the afternoon, and also the first lawful day after the adjournment of the

tour stated diets of the Commission of tl.is Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except

when it falls to be Saturday, and then the meeting is to be on the Monday following ;

with power to adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall find needful,

and with power to nominate ministers, preachers, and catechists, to go in mission to

the foresaid places ; and the General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and
appoint, Mr William Grant. Advocate, Procurator for the Church of Scotland, to be

receiver of the foresaid royal bounty, he giving bond and caution to hold account for

what thereof he receives, and to pay out the same as he shall be ordered by the fore-

said committee, and according to their rules and directions ; and the foresaid commit-

tee are hereby empowered to account with the heirs and representatives of the de-

ceased Mr John Dundas of Philipston, late cashier of the foresaid royal bounty, and,

upon payment of the balance that was in his hands, to discharge the same, and to put

the foresaid balance in the hands of the said Mr William Grant, who is to lay it out

as he shall be directed by the said committee. And, lastly, the foresaid committee

are enjoined to take special care to observe the whole directions contained in the fore-

said seventh Act of the said General Assembly, 1729; and the said committee are

likewise to have a particular regard to the regulations agreed upon by the foresaid

committee upon the 30th September last, and to take care that Presbyteries and
others concerned observe the same.
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VII.

Sess. 12, Mai/ 17, 1731, post meridiem.—Act and Recommendation in favour of the

Infirmary or Hospitalfor Diseased Poor at Edinburgh.

The General Assembly, considering that by an Act of the Assembly, 1728, for

very weighty causes therein set forth, a collection m all the parish churches was

recommended to be made, for encouraging the laudable design of erecting in Edin-

burgh an infirmary or hospital for diseased poor ; and it being represented to this As-

sembly that the foresaid hospital was actually erected some years ago, and that, by the

blessing of God upon that pious undertaking, many diseased poor have been success-

fully cured of verj' dangerous distempers, and dismissed in good health, able to work

for their livelihood, and that the said hospital is open to all objects throughout the

nation, who are readily received upon application, and not only carefully attended by

able physicians, chirurgeons, and nurses, and furnished with proper medicines, but also

well attended and accommodated with convenient lodging in the house, and furnished

with the diet fit for them, by the prescription of physicians; all which requires a consider-

able expense for servants' wages, and otherwise ; and the Assembly being informed

that the far greater part of parishes have yet sent in no collections, do, therefore, in

the most earnest manner, recommend to all those {)arishes who have not made or sent

in their collections, that with all the expedition they can they would proceed to

make the same ; and for that ctkI, that ministers cause intimate the Act and recom-

mendation of the Assembly, 1728, and also this present act, upon a Lord's Day im-

mediaiely preceding the dav in which the collection is to be made ; and recommends

it to ministers to represent to the people the great usefulness of this charity, and ex-

hort them to contribute to the carrying on a work so beneficial to their distressed

countrymen, and which the more the fund is enlarged will be of more extensive

usefulness; all that hath been hitherto contributed, though many charitable persons
,

have given liberal donations, being far from sufficient to answer the demands of help

that are made for the many objects that offer. And the Assembly appoints the

money collected to be sent to David Spence, Secretary to the Bank of Scotland, ac-

cording to the directions given in the foresaid Act of Assembly, 1728.

VIII.

Sess. ult, May 18, 1731.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held atl

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next to come, being the 4th day of thatl

month, in the year 1732, in this the ordinary place of their meeting.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing a part of the!

122d Psalm, from the 6th verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl, Scot.



1732. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 617

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
. BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 4, 1732.

I.

Sess. I, May 4, 1732.— The Klncfs Commission to JVilUam Marquis of Lothian
produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 1, May 4, 1732.— The King's most (jracimis Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

ni.

Sess. 3, May 6, 1732.— The General Assembly s Amwer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 8, May 12, 1732.

—

Act and Recommendation of the General Assembly for en-

couraging a Collection towards the further Propagating of Christian Knowledge.

The General Assembly having, at a former diet, presented to them a petition for

the general meeting of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, showing, " That the said Society, erected by royal authority, having had the

countenance of the General Assembly and other judicatories of this Church, and as-

sistance of manj' ministers and other charitable persons therein, and in England, have

been enabled, by the blessing of God, to carry on the design of their erection with

good success, so tliat they have at present the number of 105 schools, at which there

are about 4146 scholars, besides that there are great numbers who have been taught

thereat formerly ; and by reports of ministers and other correspondents who have vi-

sited these schools, it appears that many are not only taught reading English, and
the principles of our holy religion, but writing and arithmetic, also the common tunes

sung in churches, and the English language is spreading in the Highlands and
Islands ; and care is taken that the rising generation be brought up in the abhorrence

of vice, and in love with piety and virtue. In parishes where formerly few or none

of the common people could read, but were living in gross ignorance and supersti-

tion, there are now about 300 who can read, in others 400, yea, 500, and upwards,

reading the Holy Scriptures and other pious books, and the young ones reading to

their aged parents and others in the family ; and in the parishes where it does not

appear that ever the holy sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered, mi-

nisters have had the freedom to celebrate the same with comfort.
" That Dr Daniel Williams, a pious Presbyterian minister in England, lately de-

ceased, did give a large sum to this Society towards promoting Christian knowledge

in Scotland, and also did mortify some lands, to the value of L.68 sterling yearly

rent, to be paid in to the said Society, at the end of one year after they should have

three missionary qualified ministers to abide in infidel foreign countries; and it being

thought a pity that such a charitable fund should not be employed accordingly, but lost

U) the Society, they have agreed to essay this good work, and have settled a correspond-

ence with his excellency the Governor of New England in America, and divers mi
4 I
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nisters and gentlemen there, in order to the finding out and employing fit persons

for instructing the native Indians, and a very agreeable return is already come from

the foresaid correspondents, so that in a little time it is expected, that persons shall

be set to work for the end foresaid; and from what appears from a former attempt

of this nature, in a book lately printed, entitled, ' Magnalia Christi Americana,'

there is ground to hope for success in this design. But the Society having so much
to do at home, by the many schools they maintain, which is not by far the half of

what is necessary for the Highlands and Islands of Scodand, they are not in case as

yet to do anything considerable for foreign parts, seeing they cannot break their

stock, but only dispose of the revenue ; but this being a glorious design, and hoping

that many good Christians will be ready to concur therein, and perhaps some who
have already contributed for schools in the Highlands and Islands will, when they

hear of the good effects thereof, again bestow something of what God has given them

for advancing the kingdom of Christ in foreign infidel parts, and others may, per-

haps, give for this, who do not incline to give for the other ; this has encouraged the

Society to lay the case before the venerable Assembly.
" That though many Presbyteries, ministers, and others, have done worthily towards

the furtherance of the design of this Society in Scotland, yet others have very much
neglected the same ; and it has been designed to have given in a list of deficient Pres-

byteries and parishes to the General Assembly, but it has been delayed, waiting their

sending in their contributions, both for stock and buying books, and maintaining poor

scholars." And craving to the effect after mentioned.

The General Assembly, again having this day heard the said petition, with the re-

port of their committee thereupon, and considered the same, did unanimously, and

hereby do, recommend it to Presbyteries and ministers to deal with charitable

Christians in their bounds, to contribute for promoting of Christian knowledge, both

at home and abroad ; and do ordain, that intimation of these presents be made from

the jnilpits of all the churches in Scotland, upon or before the first Lord's Day of

August next, that so piously inclined persons may know that such a noble design is

carrying on ; that they who have a mind to concur thereiir may give in their contri-

butions to their ministers, or transmit the same to Mr Joseph Cave, merchant in

Edinburgh, treasurer to the foresaid Society, with their first convenience', and a sig-

nification how they incline to have their donations bestowed, whether towards main-

taining schools in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, or for buying books there-

to, or for maintaining poor boys at these schools, or for helping to subsist missionary

ministers or schoolmasters in foreign j)arts of the world; and whether they desire

their donations to be added to the stock, and laid out on interest, or bestowed presently

on the most pressing exigencies of the Society. And the General Assembly appoints

that Presbyteries inquire particularly into ministers' diligence in this matter, and

deal with deficients yet to pay in, and send their written report to the foresaid Society

betwixt and the first day of November next.

Sess. 9, 31(71/ 13, 1732.

—

Act anent Ajipenls, andfor exphnnhui the Tenth Paragraph of
the Fifth Chapter of the Form of Process, a (/reed to by the Assembly, 1707, aiieiit

Appeals.

The General Assembly appoints that, in all time coming, an appeal shall stoj) the

finishing of the settlement of a parish by an inferior judicature, until it is either fiillen

from or discussed. Nevertheless, a Presbytery may proceed to take trials, serve ths

edict, and to all the other previous steps towards the setdement—only the ordination

or admission shall stop until the appeal be discussed.
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VI.

Sess, 11, Ma?/ 15, 1732.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers and
weighty affairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint,

their reverend brethren, Mr Neil Campbell, Principal of the College of Glasgow, their

Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after

mentioned; with power to the said commissioners or their quorum, which is hereby
declared to be any thirty-one of the said commissioners—whereof twenty-one are al-

ways to be ministers—to meet and convene within the Assembly-House at Edinburgh,
the first free day after the dissolution of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, and
afterwards the second Wednesdays of August, November, and March, next to come,
and oftener, when and where they shall think fit and convenient ; with power to the

said commissioners to choose their own moderator. And likewise, the General As-
sembly fully empowers and authorises their said commissioners, or their quorum
above mentioned, to cognosce and finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every
matter referred, or that shall be referred, to them by any act or order of this Assem-
bly, and to do every thing contained in and conform to the instructions given, or to

be given, by this Assembly, and to advert to the interest of the Church on every occa-

sion, that the Church and present establishment thereof do not suffer or sustain any
prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable; providing always, that

this general clause be not extended to particular affairs or processes before Sy-
nods or Presbyteries, that are not of universal concern to or influence upon the

whole Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private processes be determined,

except at the four stated diets, and what shall be determined at one diet of the said

Commission, with relation to private causes, shall be unalterable by any other diet

thereof, and shall stand and continue in force, till disapproven by the General As-
sembly. And the General Assembly renews the instructions given by the General
Assembly, anno 1717, to their (Commission, and appoints the same to stand in full

force, as instructions to the commissioners above named, and to be observed by them
in all points, as if the same were specially here inserted; and that they inquire into

the publishing and spreading of books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting
of opinions, of whatever kind, inconsistent with our Confession of Faith, and the re-

commenders of such books or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether by
word, writing, or print, be called before the said Commission, to answer for the same.

And further, the said Commission is hereby empowered to receive any references and
appeals that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and ripen

such affairs for the General Assembly ; likewise, to take care that the impressions of

the Holy Scriptures, the Confession of Faith and Catechisms, and such books as are

authorised by this Church, relating to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and govern-

ment thereof, be correct, and to give directions about printing the same ; they are

also appointed, at their first meeting, to take under consideration all representations

of the growth of Popery within the bounds of this National Church, and of meeting-

houses not authorised by law, which have been brought up to this and former As-

semblies, or Commissions thereof, or may be further offered to this Commission, and
to apply to the government for a proper remedy and speedy redress. And the said

commissioners are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other

matters than what are committed and referred to them as above mentioned, and in

all their actings they are to proceed according to the acts and constitutions of this

Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same; de-

claring, that in and for all their actings they shall be accountable to and censurable by
the next General Assembly, as they shall see cause. And this Commission is to

continue and endure until another Commission be appointed, and members are re-

quired to attend the diets of the said Commission, and absentees therefrom ordered

to be noticed, according to the 17th Act of the General Assembly, anno 17C6. And,
for the better securing of a quorum and attendance of members on the Commission,
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the General Assembly prohibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and any other Presby-
teries within twelve miles thereof, to meet any of the days or weeks appointed lor

the meeting of this Commission ; and such of the members of those Presbyteries as

are on the Commission are required all of them to give punctual attendance on the

diets thereof; and Presbyteries at a greater distance, who have four or more mem-
bers on the Commission, are to take care that at least two of them attend each diet

of the same.

VII.

Sess. 1
1

, Mai/ 15, 1732.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor Manag-
ing the King's Bounty, andfor Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

The General Assembly, finding that it has pleased our gracious Sovereign the

King, out of his royal bounty, to renew his grant of L.IOOO sterling, for encouraging

itinerant preachers and catechists, for assisting ministers established in the Highlands
and Islands of Scotland, in giving the people in those parts such instruction as is

necessary to enlighten and arm them against the practices of Popish priests that resort

thither ; and finding that divers preceding General Assemblies have appointed some
ministers and elders for managing of the royal bounty given for the end foresaid, who
did yearly account for their management; and it being necessary that some be of

new nominated for that eifect, the General Assembly do, by these presents, nomi-
nate, commission, and appoint, the liev. Mr Neil Campbell, Principal of the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for disposing upon the fore-

said roj'al bounty, accordmg to, and in terms of, his Majesty's grant above mentioned.

And the General Assembly do hereby renew the powers contained in the 6th Act of

the late General Assembly, anno 1731, and the 7th Act of the General Assembly,

1729, and the several Acts therein mentioned; also the regulations contained in the

4th and 6th Acts of the General Assembly, anno 1730, which are held as here re-

peated ; and any seven of the foresaid persons are declared to be a quorum, whereof
four are always to be ministers ; and the foresaid committee are appointed to have
their meetings in Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland for Propagating

Christi;m Knowledge, the last Thursday of every month, at three o'clock afternoon,

and also the first lawful day after the adjournment of the four stated diets of the Com-
mission of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except when it falls to be on Friday

or Saturday, and then the meeting is to be on the Monday next thereafter; with

power to adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall find needful. And
the said committee are hereby empowered to nominate ministers, preachers, and
catechists, in the terms before mentioned, to go in mission to the foresaid places, and
assign them their several posts, and determine the time of their continuance therein,

and to inquire anent their diligence, faithfulness, and carriage, and what their salaries

shall be, and give orders about the payment thereof, as the said committee shall see

cause. And the General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint,

Mr William Grant, Procurator for the Church of Scotland, to be receiver of the fore-

said royal bounty, and to pay out the same as he shall be directed and ordered by the

foresaid committee, and according to their rules and directions ; and the said com-
mittee are likewise to have a particular regard to the rogiilatioi^ agreed upon by the

foresaid committee, upon the 30th of September 1730, and to take care that Presby-

teries and others concerned observe the same.

vm.
Sess. 11, May 15, 1732.

—

Act anent the Method of Planting Vacant Churches.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration how necessary it is]

that (until it shall please God, in his Providence, to relieve this Church from the grie-
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vances arising from the act restoring patronages) there should be an estabhshed rule

for the planting of vacant parishes, when the right of doing so falls into the hands of

Presbyteries, either tanquam jure devoluto, or by the consent of such as have interest;

and that there may be an uniform method followed by Presbyteries in this matter,

and so the unhappy debates and divisions which have often fallen out upon such

occasions may be prevented in time coming ; and also, that it may be evident that

this Church desires to have all the parishes in it settled in such a manner as may
give reasonable satisfaction to all concerned ; therefore, enacts and ordains, that all

Presbyteries, when the planting of any parish shall fall into their hands, tanquam jure
devoluto, take care to have the same su])plied by a well qualified Gospel minister, to

labour among the -people for their spiritual edification. And, in order thereunto,

when application shall be made unto them by auy two or more of the heritors and
elders, jointly or separately, for the moderation of a call, the Presbytery shall appoint

intimation to be made from the pulpit of the vacant parish, ten free days before the

meeting for that effect, that a call is to be moderated, and shall appoint one or more
of their number, who, after sermon, shall meet with the heritors and elders of the

vacant parish, in presence of the congregation, upon the day fixed for the moderation,

to moderate in a call to one to be minister of the parish, who is to be elected and

called by the licritors and elders in a conjunct meeting. That after the finishing of

the election, the person so elected to be minister shall be proposed to the congrega-

tion, to be either approven or disapproven of by them. That the disapprovers shall

offer their reasons to the Presbytery of the bounds, at whose judgment, and by whose
determination, the calling and entry of the minister shall be ordered and concluded,

according to the rules of this Church. That in case of vacancies in royal biu-ghs, the

election or call shall be by the magistrates, town-council, and elders, in a joint meet-

ing, where there is no landward parish ; and by the magistrates, town-council, heritors,

and elders, in a joint meeting, where part of the parish is to landward. And the

General Assembly declares, that all heritors, being Protestants, who shall be willing

to subscribe the call by themselves, or their lawful proxies, or who shall, by a writing

under their hand, invite the person called to be minister of the parish, and to exercise

the duties of his ministerial function, and promise to encom'age him in it, shall be
admitted to vote in calls or elections of ministers to vacant parishes. And that no
vote, either of heritors or elders, shall be sustained, except such as shall have either

signed the call, or for whom there shall be produced a writing in the manner and to

the purpose above mentioned, in presence of the minister moderating in the call.

And in case of difference amongst the heritors and elders about the person to be
elected, the minister moderating is appointed to reduce what shall be alleged on
both sides into a minute, containing the true matters of fact impartially, and to lay

the same before the Presbytery for their decision. And in case no application shall

be made to the Presbytery in manner foresaid, by the heritors or elders, for moderat-

ing a call within six months after thejus dccolutum begins to take place, the General

Assembly recommends it to Presbyteries to plant vacant churches in such manner as

shall contribute most to the advancement of religion, and to the peace and comfort

of parishes.

And that there may be no unnecessary delays in planting of churches, the Assem-
bly further ordains, that in case within the six months next after the vacancy, such

as have interest shall show their disposition to comply with this ecclesiastical rule, by
applying to tlie Presbytery to have the parish planted in the way and manner above

specified, the Presbytery shall proceed to the settlement thereof in the foresaid way
and manner, without putting it off till the said six months are expired. And the

General Assembly recommends it to all ministers, preachers, and members of this

Church, to take care that they do not encourage nor go into any method for planting

vacant churches contrary to or inconsistent with this act.
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IX.

Sess. ult., May 16, 1732.

—

Act appointim/ the Diet of the next General Assembly.

Tlie next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next, in the year 1733, in this place.

This General Assembly was concluded with prayer, singing of a part of the 48th

Psalm, from the 10th verse to the close, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 3, 1733.

Sess. 1, May 3, 1733.— The Kinys Commission to William Marquis of Lothian

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 3, 1733.— The King's most yracious Letter to the General Assembly, pre-

sented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

IIL

Se^s. 3, May 5, 1733.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 10, May 14, 1733, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders for Refurmation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Manage-

ment of the King's Bounty fur that end.

The General Assembly, finding that divers late General Assemblies had granted

commissions to some ministers and ruling elders for reformation of the Highlands and

Islands, and management of his Majesty's royal bounty for that end ; and the Assem-

bly finding that it has pleased our gracious Sovereign the King, out of his royal bounty,

to' renew his grant of L.IOOO sterling for the end foresaid, therefore, they do hereby

nominate, commission, and appoint, Mr John Gowdie, one of the ministers of
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Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for reforma-
tion of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for managing the royal bounty for

the end foresaid, according to, and in terms of, his Majesty's grant above mentioned
;

and do hereby renew the powers granted to the said committee by the 7th Act of the

General Assembly, anno 1732, and the whole Acts therein mentioned, in all points.

Any seven of the foresaid persons are declared to be a quorum, whereof four are

always to be ministers ; and the foresaid committee are appointed to have their meet-
ings in the Hall of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, the

last Thursday of every month, at three o'clock afternoon, and also the first lawful day
after adjournment of the four stated diets of the Commission of this Assembly, at ten

o'clock forenoon, except when it falls to be on Friday or Saturday, and then the

meeting is to be on the Monday next thereafter ; with power to adjourn themselves

to such times and places as they shall find needful, and to keep a correspondence with
the Commission of this Assembly, and Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,
and their committee. And the General Assembly do hereby nominate and appoint

Mr William Grant, Advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be receiver of the foresaid

royal bounty, and to pay out the same as he shall be directed and ordered by the

foresaid committee, and according to their rules.

Sess. 10, May 14, 1733, ante meridiem.—Act concerning some of the Ministers of the

Presbytery of Dunfermline, andfor preserving the Subordination of the Judicatories of
the Church, and good Order therein.

The General Assembly, having fully and maturely considered the disobedience of
Mr James Wardlaw and Mr Ralph Erskine at Dunfermline, Mr John Gib at Cleish,

Mr Daniel Hunter at Camock, Mr John Geddes at Culross, and Mr Thomas Mair
at Orwell, ministers of the Gospel, members of the Presbytery of Dunfermline, to the
Act of the General Assembly, dated the 12th day of May 1732, and several Acts of
the Commission of the said Assembly, appointing the said Presbytery to enrol Mr
Robert Stark, minister of Kinross, as a member thereof; and the behaviour and con-
duct of the said ministers before this Assembly, during their procedure on the said

affair; do judge it highly contrary to, and utterly inconsistent with, the subordination
of judicatories, happily established among us, and the duty they owe to the said judi-
catories, which they had engaged to perform at their ordination, and, therefore, de-
serving the highest censures : Yet the Assembly, inclining to show all tenderness
towards the said brethren, they appoint them to be sharply rebuked in their presence,
and appoint and command them to own Mr Robert Stark as minister of the Gospel
at Kinross, to encourage and strengthen his hands in the Lord's work in the said

parish, and to discourage all separation from, and non-subjection to, his ministry. And
the Assembly do hereby strictly inhibit and discharge the said brethren from admit-
ting any of the parish of Kinross to sealing ordinances, without the consent of Mr
Robert Stark, according to the 12th paragraph of the Act of Assembly, February 7,

1645. And, further, the Assembly do hereby stricdy discharge the offering, admitting,

or receiving any protest or dissent, by any member of the said Presbytery, or other

person whatsoever, against the said Mr Stark's sitting and acting in the Presbytery
of Dunfermline, as a member thereof, and minister of Kinross. And they empower
the Commission to be appointed by them to summon before them any person or

persons who shall offer any such protest or dissent, and also the said Presljytery, if

they shall receive or admit the same, and censure the said persons or Presbytery as

they shall see cause. And, in regard several within the bounds of the said Presby-
tery do withdraw from the ministry of their respective pastors, therefore, the Assem-
bly does hereby enjoin the observation of the Act of Assembly, dated the 24th day
of August 164)7, "Against such as withdraw themselves from the Public Worship in

their own Congregation;" and ordains the foresaid paragraph of the Act 1645, and
the said Act 1647, to be publicly intimated by the ministers of the Presbytery of

Dunfermline, from their respccti\e pul[)ils, on any Lord's Day of June next, with
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suitable exhortations. And the Assembly appoints the said ministers to appear be-

fore the Commission to meet in August next, and to report their obedience to this

whole Act and appointment ; and appoints and requires the said Commission, in case

of disobedience or non-compearance, to proceed to the highest censures, if they see

occasion for it, then, or any subsequent diet or meeting of the Commission.

And because the brethren within the bounds of the Presbytery of Dunfermline

who have done their duty, in obeying the appointment of the Assembly, may be in

hazard of being discouraged in the exercise of their ministry, by persons of a schismati-

cal and divisive temper, notwithstanding of what is contained in this present Act

;

therefore, the Assembly, considering that these brethren deserve all encouragement.

do enjoin their Commission to receive any complaint that may be offered by any of

these brethren, and to judge and censure, as they shall see cause, any minister or

ministers, or others, who shall give them disturbance or discouragement in their work.

And appoints this Act to be read in the first meeting of the Presbytery of Dunferm-
line, and recorded in their register; and that this Act be printed and published among
the other Acts of the Assembly.

VI.

Sess. 10, Mai/ 14, 1733, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Rulinr/

Eldersfor discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers weighty

aifairs which they cannot overtake, do nominate, commission, and appoint, their

reverend brethren, Mr John Gowdic, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, thoir Mode-
rator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after men-
tioned ; with power to the said commissioners or their quorum, &c. (The Act proceeds

in the same terms as that of last year.)

VII.

Sess. 12, May 15, 1733, ante meridiem.—Act and Sentence concerning Mr Ebenezer

Erskine, and some other Ministers adhering to his Protest, for their Contempt of the

Authority of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly, having at a former diet considered an appeal, entered by
Mr Ebenezer Erskine, minister at Stirling, from a sentence of the Synod of Perth and
Stirling, wherein the said Synod had found ground to censure him, and appointed

him to be rebuked on account of several indecent expressions uttered by him in a

sermon preached before the said Synod in October last, tending to disquiet the peace

of this Church, and impugning several Acts of Assembly and proceedings of the

Church judicatories ; and had appointed him to be admonished to behave orderly for

the future—the Assembly found these expressions vented by Mr Erskine, and con-

tained in the minutes of the foresaid Synod's proceedings, with the answers thereto,

made by him, to be offensive, and to tend to disturb the peace and good order of this

Church : Therefore, they approved the proceedings of the Synod, and appointed

him to be rebuked and admonished by the Moderator at their own bar, in order to

terminate the process, which was done accordingly. But the foresaid Mr Ebenezer

Erskine, together with Mr William Wilson, minister at Perth, Mr Alexander Mon-
cricff, minister at Aberncthy, and Mr James I'isher, minister at Kinclaven, gave in

a paper at the Assembly's bar, subscribed by them, craving and protesting that the

same might be read and recorded in the minutes of the Assembly ; but the Assembly
having represented to them the irregularity and danger of such a practice, and de-

sired them to withdraw their paper and protest, and they refusing to do it, and with-

drawing, they were ordered to be cited to the next diet; and a committee was ap-

pointed to consider the paper and their conduct in this affair, and to bring in, by an

overture, what might be fit for the Assembly to do upon the whole aff'air. This day

I
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the said four brethren having compeared, the Assembly, to show all tenderness to-

vrards them, appointed a committee to confer with them, and endeavour to persuade

them to withdraw their paper and protest, and submit themselves to the Assembly

;

who having retired, did return, and showed that these four brethren continued fully

resolved to adhere to their said paper and protest. Then the Committee reported

that they had considered the paper given in by the foresaid brethren the last night,

and the whole of their conduct. The said paper being produced, was read, the tenor

whereof follows :

—

PROTEST BY MR EBENEZER ERSKINE AND OTHERS, GIVEN IN TO THE
ASSEMBLY, 1733.

Although I have a very great and dutiful regard to the judicatories of this Church,
to whom I own my subjection in the Lord, yet, in respect the Assembly have found

me censurable, and have tendered a rebuke and admonition to me, for things I con-
ceive agreeable unto and founded upon the Word of God, and our approven stand-

ards ; I find myself obliged to protest against the foresaid censure, as importing

that I have, in my doctrine, at the opening of the Synod of Perth, October hist, de-

parted from the Word of God, and the foresaid standards ; and that I shall be at

liberty to preach the same truths of God, and to testify against the same or like de-

fections of this Church, upon all proper occasions. And I do hereby adhere unto

the testimonies I have formerly emitted against the Act of Assembly, 1732, whether
in the protest entered against ic in open Assembly, or yet in my Synodical sermon,

craving this my protest and declaration be inserted in the Records of Assembly, and
that I be allowed extracts thereof.

Ebenezer Erskine.

Edinburgh, May 14, 1733.

We, undersubscribing ministers, dissenters from the sentence of the Synod of Perth

and Stirling, do hereby adhere to the above protestation and declaration, containing a

testimony against the Act of Assembly, 1732 ; and asserting our privilege and duty

to testify publicly against the same or like defections, upon all proper occasions.

William VVilson.

Alex. Moncrieff.

I, Mr James Fisher, minister at Kinclaven, appellant against the sentence of the

Synod of Perth, in this question, although the committee of bills did not think fit to.

transmit my reasons of appeal, find myself obliged to adhere unto the foresaid pro-

testation and declaration.

Ja. Fisher.

The Committee offered their overture upon the whole affair ; which being read

and considered, the Assembly, by a very great majority, enacted and appointed as

follows :

—

The General Assembly ordains that the four brethren aforesaid appear before

the Commission in August nest, and then show their sorrow for their conduct and
misbehaviour, in offering to protest, and in giving in to this Assembly the paper by
them subscribed ; and that they then retract the same. And, iu case they do not

appear before the said Commission in August, and then show their sorrow, and re-

tract, as said is, the Commission is hereby empowered and appointed to saspend the

said brethren, or such of them as shall not obey, from the exercise of their ministry.

And, further, in case the said brethren shall be suspended by the said Commission,
and that they shall act contrary to the said sentence of suspension, the Commission is

hereby empowered and appointed, at their meeting in November, or any subsequent

meeting, to proceed to a higher censure against the said four brethren, or such of

them as shall continue to offend by transgressing this act. And the General As-
sembly do appoint the several Presbyteries, of which the said brethren are members,

4 K
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to report to the Commission in August, and subsequent meetings of it, their conduct
and behaviour with respect to this Act.

VIII.

Sess. ult., May 15, post mei-idiem.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General

Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

at Edinburgh, upon the first Thursday of May next, in the year 1734.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing a part of the 122d
Psalm, from the Cth verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Gkant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 2, 1734.

Sess. 1, May 2, 1734.— The Kiny's Commission to William Marguis ofLothian pro-

duced, <ind ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

XL

Sess. I, May 2, 1734.— The Kijtfs most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majestfs Commissioner,

GEOncE, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 4, 1734.— The General Assembly's Ansicer to the King's most gracious

Letter,

May it please your Majesty, &c.
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IV.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 4, 1734.

—

Address to his Afajesti/ on the Marriage nf the Princess Rnijal.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the Ministers and Ruling Elders met in the National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

We, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland, now convened in a Na-
tional Assembly, beg leave, with the greatest sincerity, and with hearts full of joy, to

take this first opportunity unanimously to congratulate your Majesty upon the happy
marriage of the Princess Royal with his Serene Highness the Prince of Orange, and
to assure you, that the satisfaction and pleasure we have upon this joyful occasion is

not inferior to that of any of your most faithful and loyal subjects.

The goodness of God, which has directed your Majesty's wisdom to a choice that

must both contribute to strengthen the Protestant interest in Europe, and to secure

to that most excellent Princess, for whose honour and welfare we have the most

tender concern, all the joys and comforts of conjugal life, is what we acknowledge

with great thankfulness.

Afresh union of the royal family with the illustrious House of Nassau and Orange,

in the person of a Prince who is the worthy heir of our great deliverer King Wil-

liam, to whom, under God, we owe the inestimable blessings of the glorious Revolu-

tion, whereby we are rescued from ecclesiastical and civil tyranny, and the establish-

ment of the Protestant succession. The happiness we enjoy under your Majesty's

auspicious reign, and the eminent virtues which adorn both their Highnesses, fit to

make them shining examples in every rank and station of life, fill us with the greatest

hopes that this happy marriage shall produce a series of blessings to this and after

ages.

As this Church has, upon all occasions, given undoubted proofs of her great zeal

and loyalty to your royal person and government, so we most cheerfully embrace
this opportunity of praying Almighty God, that your Majesty may ever have the

happiness to possess the hearts and atfections of your people, and be a blessing to this

and all the Protestant Churches ; and, after a long and prosperous reign upon earth,

you may exchange your temporal crown for a crown of glory that fadeth not away

;

and that your imperial crown may be handed down by a succession of Protestant

princes, descended of your royal person, to latest posterity, are, and shall be, the

earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Ja. Gordon, Moderator.

Sess. 7, May 9, 1734, ante meridiem.—Act declaring the seventh Act of the Gentral

Assembly, 1730, and eighth Act ofAssembly, 1732, to be no loni/er binding Ruhs in this

Church.

The General Assembly, considering that, whereas, by the penult Act, Sess. 23,

Assembly, 1639, it is ordained, that no novation, which may disturb the peace of the

Church, and make division, be suddenly proponed and enacted, but so as the motion

be first communicated to the several Synods, Presbyteries, and kirks, that the matter

may be approved by all at home, and commissioners may come well prepared, unani-

mously to conclude a sohd deliberation upon those points in the General Assembly^



628 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1734.

and by Act 9th, Assembly, 1697, it is appointed, enacted, and declared, that before

any General Assembly of this Church shall pass any Acts which are to be binding

rules and constitutions to the Church, the same Acts be first proposed as overtures to

the Assembly, and being by them passed as such, be remitted to the consideration of

the several Presbyteries of this Church, and their opinions and consent reported by
their commissioners to the next General Assembly following, who may then pass the

same into Acts, if the more general opinion of the Church, thus had, agree thereunto

—

and by Act 16th, Assembly, 1700, it is enacted and appointed, that when any thing of

public concern and great weight is proposed to the General Assembly, to be passed

as overtures or acts for a standing rule to the Church, after the first reading, it be dc
layed till the next day of the Assembly's sitting, and lie on the table, to be seen and

considered by all the members ; and likewise, when any thing is passed as overtures by
the General Assembly, it is ordained, that all and every Presbytery read them publicly

in their Presbyterial meeting—and by Act 18th, Assembly, 1705, it is appointed, that

the agent for the Kirk in all time coming, after every Assembly, as soon as the acts

thereof shall be printed, do transmit as many copies of the same to every Presbytery

Avithin the kingdom as will serve them and each parish within their bounds ; and

ordains, that both Presbyteries and Sessions, at their first meeting, after receiving of

the said Acts, cause read the same, at least so many of them as are of public concern :

And whereas the Act 7th, Assembly, 1730, entitled, " Act discharging the Recording

•of Reasons of Dissent," and Act 8th, Assembly, 1732, entitled, " Act anent the

Method of Planting Vacant Churches," were not made according to the said former

Acts, and are found hurtful to this Church; therefore the said Acts, 1730 and 1732,

are hereby declared to be no longer binding rules in this Church ; and the General

Assembly recommends unto, and ordains the several judicatories of this Church, when
the planting of vacant parishes falls into the hands of Presbyteries, to proceed therein

according to the former rules and practice of this Church, that obtained before the

makkig of the said Act, 1732.

VL

'Sess. I'G, May 13, 1734.— Commission to some Ministers mid Ruling Elders for Refor-

mation iifthe Highlands and Islands cf Scotland, andfor Management of the King's

Bountg for that end.

The General Assembly, finding that divers late General Assemblies had granted

commissions to some ministers and ruling ciders for reformation of ihe Highlands and

Islands, and management of his Majesty's royal bounty for that end ; and the Assem-

bly finding, that it has pleased our gracious Sovereign the King, out of his royal

bounty, to renew his grant of L.IOOO sterling, for the end foresaid this year; there-

fore, thcY do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, Mr James Oordon, minister

of the Gospel at Alford, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly

for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for managing the royal

bounty for the end foresaid, according to, and in terms of, his Majesty's grant above

mentioned, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same temis as that of last year.)

VII.

Sess. int., Mag 14, 1734.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discuss'

ing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, finding there are divers weighty affaai-s which they can-

not overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr James

Gordon, minister at Alford, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this Gene-

ral Assembly, to the effects after mentioned, with power to the said commissioners,

or their (quorum, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as the corresponding Act of
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the immediately preceding years, the following being added, viz.) And the Assembly
recommend to their Commission, at their first meeting, to discuss as many of the

causes and questions relative to the settlement of vacant churches, which are or shall

be referred to them by the Assembly, as they can overtake. And it is further pro-

vided, that when any Presbytery or Synod of this Church shall decHne to comply
with the sentences of the Commission, or to give the same a full execution ; in that

case, the Commission is hereby prohibited to execute the same, by appointing any

such correspondent meetings as has been the practice of late, but shall allow the mat-

ter to lie over to the ensuing Assembly, to which such Presbyteries or Synods shall

• be answerable for such their conduct; and are hereby appointed to send up with

their commissioners their reasons for the same.

VIU.

Sess. ult, May 14,1734.

—

Act concerning Mr Ehenezer Erskine, and other Ministers,

'his Adherents ; and a Commission and Recommendation to the Synod of Perth and
Stirling concerning them.

•The General Assembly, considering the great hurt and prejudice that hath at all

•.times arisen, and must yet arise, to the Church, from divisions and animosities creep-

ing in, and taking root amongst the members thereof, notwithstanding their unani-

mity in sentiments upon material and fundamental points, which more nearly con-

cern the promoting the interests of our blessed Lord and Saviour, the establishing

• the peace of the Church, and the advancement of practical godliness and true reli-

gion within the bounds of it ; and, particularly, the lamentable consequences that have

followed, and may yet follow, upon the separation of Messrs Ebenezer Erskine, William

Wilson, Alexander MoncricfF, and James Fisher, from this Church, and judicatories

"thereof; and judging it their duty to endeavour, by all just and proper means, con-

sistent with the honour and glory of God, and tlie maintaining the peace and autho-

rity of the Church, to restore harmony and brotherly love amongst all the members
of it; therefore, the General Assembly, without further inquiring into the occasions

or steps of proceeding, either on the part of the said brethren, or by the several judi-

•catories, under whose consideration their case hath been, which may have produced

that unhappy separation; but resolving that all questions upon those heads shall for

hereafter be comfortably removed, have empowered, and hereby do empower, the

*Synod of Perth • and Stirling, (before whom the exceptions to some part of the

•'Conduct of two of these four reverend brethren were first taken and tried,) upon such

application mad'C to them as they shall judge proper, to take the case of the said four

'brethren, as it now stands, under their consideration ; with full power to the said Synod
to proceed, and do therein as they shall find most justifiable and expedient for re-

storing the peace, and preserving the authority of this Church, and for promoting

the edification of the members of the body of Christ; and, particularly, for uniting

the said four brethren to the communion of this Church, and restoring them to their

respective ministerial charges; but with this express direction, that the Synod shall

not take upon them to judge of the legality or formality of the former proceedings of

itlie Church judicatories in relation to this affair, or either to approve of or censure

•the same, but shall only, in virtue of the power and authority now delegated to them
by the Assembly, proceed to take such steps for attaining the above ends for the

future as they shall find just, and tending to edification: And the Assembly do

hereby appoint the foresaid Synod to meet at Stirling upon the first Tuesday of July

next, and from time to time, to name and appoint the place and diets of their after

meetings on the said affair, as they shall see cause, until the matter shall be ripened

for a final conclusion ; and recommend to them to use their utmost endeavours to

bring the matter, as-soon as reasonably can be, to a final and happy issue.
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IX.

Sess. ult, May 14, 1734.

—

Act concerning Ministerial Freedom in this Church.

The General Assembly, considering that some are under apprehensions, that, by
the Act 7th of Assembly, 1733, concerning Mr Ebnnczer Erskine and others, mini-
sters of this Church, are laid under greater restraints, as to their ministerial freedom,
than they were by the rules of this (Jhurch before the said Act was passed ; there-

fore, they do, for the satisfaction of all, hereby declare that due and regular ministe-
rial freedom is still left entire to all ministers, and that the same was not, nor shall be,

held or understood to be anywise impaired or restrained by the late Assembly's de-
cision in that particular process.

X.

Sess. ult., May 14, 1734.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May next, in the year 1735.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing part of the 122d
Psalm, from the 6th verse to the close, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

VViLLiAiM Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 10, May 13, 1734.

—

Remit to Presbyteries concerning an Overturefor Planting

Vacant Churches.

Whereas the General Assembly have not now time to prepare and transmit a

proper overture about the method of planting vacant churches, they recommend to

and enjoin all the Presbyteries of this Church to take that matter into their consi-

deration, and send up their members to the next General Assembly, instructed to

propose such overtures as shall be prepared by the several Presbyteries concerning

the same, to be considered by the next General Assembly.

IL

Sess. 1, May 8, 1735.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, E., &c.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 8, 1735.

I.

Sess. 1, May 8, 1735.— The King's Commission to William Marquis of Lothian pro-

duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

li
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III.

Sess. 3, Mill/ 10, 1735.— The General Assinihli/s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 8, Muij 16, 1735, ante meridiem.—Act reviving a former Recommendation for
raising a Fund in each Synod for Maintaining the indigent Widows and Orphans of
Ministers therein.

The General Assembly, having considered a scheme proposed for one general fund,

to be managed by the General Assembly and their deputies, for maintaining all the

widows and orphans of ministers within this National Church ; as also, considering

the scheme for Synodical funds for that effect, established by the 4th Act of the Ge-
neral Assembly, 1718, and judging that the said scheme for Synodical funds should

be adhered to, and vigorously advanced, as being free of several great difficulties

which would necessarily occur, both in raising and managing of the more general

fund ; and there being now no prospect of any success in the said scheme for a
general fund ; and whereas the project for the said general fund has, for some years

past, very much interrupted the usual and ordinary contribution to the Synodical
funds, which arc, by the above Act of Assembly, 1718, required to be paid in by
every minister within two years after his ordination or admission ; and whereas the

General Assembly, by their 10th Act, 1723, did, with consent of the contributors,

enlarge the time formerly allowed for receiving new contributions for one year further,

after VVhitsimday 1723 : The General Assembly, for the encouragement of all who
are now desirous to contribute to the said fund, and have neglected it in the time ap-

pointed, do again grant a further enlargement of time for that effect, in the manner
mentioned in the said 10th Act, Assembly, 1723 ; and accordingly recommend to

ministers, within the several Synods and Presbyteries of this National Church, who
have already contributed, that they would consent yet to admit such others to join

with them as shall be willing to pay in the decima of their stipend to the said fund,

betwixt and the term of Whitsunday 1736, with the annual rent thereof from the time
it should first have been paid, conform to the foresaid Acts of Assembly made to that

effect.

V.

Sess, 11, Mag 17, 1735.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, finding that there are divers weighty affairs which they

cannot overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr Alex-
ander Anderson at St Andrews, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners of this

General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned, with power to the said commis-
sioners, or their quorum, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as that of last year.)

VI.

Sess. 11, Mag 19, 1735.

—

Act and Recommendation concerning Students in Divinity.

The General Assembly recommends to all Presbyteries and ministers, when they

come to know any error or vice in students of divinity, to give notice thereof to the

Professor of Divinity under whom such students arc taught, with an account how the

same can be proved ; and also recommends to them not to be rash or hasty in re-

ceiving reports to the prejudice of students, but to be careful to discourage groundless

or malicious reports, and to protect the characters of such as do not appear to be
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truly guilty. And the Assembly recommends it to Professors of Divinity to be

diligent to inquire concerning the principles and practice of the youth under their

care ; and do renew their former recommendation to Professors of Divinity, contained

in the 22d Act of the General Assembly, 1696, concerning the requiring testimonials-

from students whom they admit to exercises.

VIL

Sess. 11, May 19, 1735.

—

Act and Recommendationfor Preserving Unity, and Preventing •

Error within this Church.

The General Assembly, considering, with great grief and regret, that deism, infi-

delity. Popery, and other gross errors, appear to be very prevalent and threatening in

this island at this day ; and that it is the duty of this Church to do all in her power,

under Divine direction, for suppressing the same, and preventing the growth thereof;,

therefore, do earnestly recommend it to all ministers and others to have this matter

at heart, and to do, under God, what they can for reaching the above ends; and in,

order thereto, and for their greater success herein, the Assembly earnestly recommend
it to all ministers to maintain, as far as in them lies, brotherly love, peace, and unity

amongst themselves and amongst the people under their charge ; and in all their

more public appearances to avoid uncharitable reflections, and all just grounds of'

irritation, tending to gender strife more than to promote edification.

VIIL

Sess. 11, May 19, 1735.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland,.and Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, finding that divers late General Assemblies had granted

commissions to some ministers and ruling elders for reformation of the Highlands and
Islands, and management of his Majesty's royal bounty for that end ; and finding that

it has pleased our gracious Sovereign the King, out of his royal bounty, to renew his

grant of L.IOOO sterling, for the ends foresaid, this year; therefore, they do hereby

nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr Alexander Anderson at St Andrews,
their Moderator, &c.; to be a committee of this Assembly for reformation of the-

Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for managing the royal bounty for the end
foresaid, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as that of last year.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 20, 1735.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at
Edinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 13th day of that

month, in the year 1736.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing part of the 102d
Psalm, from the 16th to the 18th verses, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Ecd. Seat.

(Here follow four overtures—Anent Preaching—Anent Electing the Members of
the Commission—Anent Acts Rescissory—and anent Lists of Probationers to be
annually presented to the Assembly ; all of which were subsequently passed into Acts.)
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEX AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 13, 1736.

Sess, 1 Mau 13, 1736.

—

TTie Kind's Commission to William Marquis of Lothian

produced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 13, 1736.— The King's most (/racious Letter to the General AssemUi/,

presented to them by his Majesty s Comviissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 15, 1736.

—

The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

An Address to the King, on occasion of the Marriage of his Royal Highness the Prince

of Wales.

Edinburgh, May 15, 17S6»

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

IMay it please your Majesty,

"VVe, your Majesty's most faithful and most loyal subjects, the ministers and elders

now met in a National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to offer to

your Majesty our most sincere and unanimous congratulations, on the joyful occasion

of the marriage of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales with the most serene

Princess Augusta of Saxe-Gotha.

As the Church of Scotland has never failed to give convincingproofsof her loyalty

to your Majesty, and of her steady attachment to the Protestant succession in your

most august house, so it cannot but fill our hearts with joy and gratitude, when we
reflect on the goodness of God, and your Majesty's fatherly care and wisdom, in thus

providing for the lasting continuance of those invaluable blessings, secured to your

people by the happy Revolution, and the settlement of the crown in the Protestant

line.

We may expect, through the favour of God, from this auspicious alliance, that there

will never be wanting princes, descendants of your Majesty, to support and assert the

Protestant cause against Popery and arbitrary power, and to prove in their day what

the magnanimous Elector of Saxony was in his, and your Majesty is in ours.

That a rich increase of comforts may flow upon your Majesty from this desirable

event ;—that all feUcities may be poured out on their Royal ilighnesses, and all your

4 L
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roj'al family,—that your Majesty may long be preserved for a blessing to your people,

blessed by them, and by all the Protestant Churches, till after all earthly joy and prospe-

rity an eternal crown is conferred upon you ; and that your Majesty's royal offspring

may, to the end of time, fill the throne of these realms, is, and shall be, to the Almighty
'

God, the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Lauchlan M'Intosh, Moderator.

V.

Sess, 5, May 18, 1736.

—

Act about Praywrjfor the Royal Family.

The General Assembly, considering that it hath pleased God to bless this nation

with an addition to the royal family, by the happy marriage of his Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales, do, therefore, enjoin all the ministers of this Church that they

pray for her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, as well as for his Majesty King
George, his royal consort the Queen, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the

Duke, the Princesses, and all the Royal Family ; and that her Royal Highness the

Princess of Wales be named immediately after the Prince.

VI.

Sess. 7, May 20, 1736.

The General As?embly called for the report of the commissioners sent to London
by the late Assembly to solicit and endeavour the redress of the grievance of patron-

age, and repeal of the Act, anno dedrtio Anns', reimposing the same ; and they pro-

duced their said report, with a copy of their address to his Majesty, the tenor of which

address follows :

—

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of Mr Alexander Anderson, Moderator of the last General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland, Mr James Gordon, Minister, and Colonel John
Erskine of Carnock, Ruling Elder, commissioners appointed for that Church by
the said Assembly, 1735.

May it please your Majesty,

The Church of Scotland, after great sufferings, was, at the late happy Revolution,

restored, by the gracious Providence of Almighty God, to the possession of her former
rights and jirivileges, so long contended for. His Majesty King William, of im- i

mortal memory', was then tbe glorious instrument of her deliverance, and, at the same
j

time, of delivering Great Britain from Popery and slavery.

Amongst other great and worthy things done at that memorable juncture for the!

Church and people of Scotland, the power of patrons to present ministers to churches
j

was abolished, by an Act of Parliament, in consequence of the Scots Claim of Right
in the year 1690, for which the patrons obtained a recompence, and were also al-

lowed to retain all the temporal benefits of patronage which they had formerly en-

joyed.

By the same Act of Parliament another method of settling ministers in churches
was established, in the exercise of which, that great point in the constitution of a

church, viz.—the establishing of a just relation between pastor and people, was
J

managed with much calmness, decency, and order ; and the ministers thus establish-
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ed, b}' the Divine blessing on their labour, were successful in the work of the Gospel,

and religion and lo3'alty daily gained ground against profane principles and prac-

tices, and against disaffection to the civil government.

By the Act of Union, which passed by the Parliaments of both the British na-

tions, and was made the fundamental constitution of the Kingdom of Great Britain,

this. freedom from the presentations of patrons, and the said method appointed for

settling ministers in churches, did, with the other rights and privileges of the Church
'and people of Scotland, become an essential and fundamental part of the foresaid

constitution of Great Britain.

Notwithstanding whereotj certain disaffected persons, at a time when the most va-

luable rights and interests of Britain were thought to be in imminent danger, had the

address to procure an Act of Parliament, in the 10th year of the late Queen Anne,
rescinding the foresaid Act of Parliament, 1690, that abolished the power of patrons

to present ministers, and established the method of their settlement in churches; and

that this was done in resentment against the Church of Scotland ; and that further

threatenings were by these persons breathed out against her, for her firm and loyal

adherence to the Revolution interest, and especially to the succession of the crown in

your Majesty's royal Protestant family, was not then denied, but boasted of; and is

still remembered by all who observed those times.

The bad effects which have thence proceeded to the interests of religion and

loyalty, none but an utter stranger to Scotland can be unacquainted with, nor with

the grounds of fear that these evils may mightily increase till the cause be removed.

The Church of Scotland having long waited for redress of this heavy grievance,

and not having as yet obtained the same, did humbly believe it her duty now again to

lay the case, with the utmost dutifulness, before your Majesty, and to implore your

most gracious and royal favour and justice, for relieving her from these hardships,

which are the more affecting, because of the lamentable consequences thereof, that

seem to multiply and increase. Discontents and division appear to be growing upon

the one hand, as does disaffection upon the other, whereby irreligion and licentious-

ness are like to prevail.

As no Act of Parliament can be made or repealed but by your Majesty and Par-

liament, we, as commissioned by your Majesty's subjects of the Church of Scotland,

(whose unshaken loyalty is testified even by her enemies,) do, with hearts zealous for

your royal person, family, and government, and zealous also, we hope, for the glory

of God and the success of the Gospel, presume most dutifully to approach your sa-

cred person, as the nursing-father of the Church of Christ, and the guardian of your

people's rights and privileges, and in name and behalf of our constituents, most hum-
bly to implore.

That it may please your most excellent Majesty to favour the repeal of the

foresaid Act of the lOth of Queen Anne, that so the Church and people

of Scotland may be restored to their just right and privilege, as to the

settling of ministers, secured to them by the above mentioned Act ot

Union ; and that Almighty God may greatly bless and prosper your

Majesty's royal person and family, and may remarkably countenance

your government, and direct the same to his own glory, your Majesty's

honour, and the welfiire of your people, is the hearty prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your ISIajesty's most dutiful and most loyal subjects,

Alexander Anderson.
James Gordon.
John Euskink.
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Vil.

Sess. 8, Mai/ 21, 1736.

—

Act concernmg Preaching.

The General Assembly, being moved with zeal for the honour of God and our

Lord Jesus Christ, especially at a time when the Christian revelation is openly im-

pugned, and infidelity, deism, and other errors, do so much prevail ; they do hereby

recommend to all ministers and preachers seriously to consider and observe the Di-

rectory of this Church, concerning the preaching of the Word, which is approven by
the General Assembly, 1645 ; and in particular, that they be careful to warn their

hearers against any thing tending to Atheism, Deism, Arianism, Socinianism, Armi-
nianism, Bourignionism, Popery, superstition, Antinomianism, or any other errors ;

and that in their sermons they insist frequently upon the truth, necessity, and excel-

lency of supernatural I'evelation, the supreme Deity of the Son and II0I3' Ghost as

well as of the Father, together with the oneness of the Godhead ; our sinful and lost

estate by nature, the necessity of supernatural grace, and of faith in the righteousness

of Christ, without which the best works cannot please God ; and that they make it

the great scope of their sermons to lead sinners from a covenant of works to a cove-

nant of grace for life and salvation, and from sin and self to precious Christ. And the

General Assembly recommends to all who preach the Gospel, when they handle the

doctrines of God's redeeming love, and of his free grace in the justification and sal-

vation of sinners, the blessings of the Redeemer's purchase, and privileges of the new
and better covenant, to study to manage these subjects so as to lead their hearers

unto an abhorrence of sin, the love of God and our neighbours, and the practice of

universal holiness, seeing it is (me great end of the Gospel to destroy the works of

the devil, and to teach men to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present

Tvorld. Upon which account, it is incumbent on all who preach the Gospel to in-

sist not only upon the necessity and excellency of faith in Jesus Christ for salvation,

but also upon the necessity of repentance for sin and reformation from it, and to press

the practice of all moral duties, both with respect to the First and Second Tables of the

Law, as indispensably necessary in obedience to God's command to testify our grati-

tude to him, to evidence the sincerity of our faith for the benefit of human society,

the adorning the profession of religion, and making us meet for eternal life, seeing

without holiness no man can see the Lord.

And the Assembly do seriously recommend to all ministers and preachers of the

Gospel, that in pressing moral duties or obedience to the law, they show the nature

and excellency of Gospel holiness, and enforce conformity to the moral law both in

heart and life, not from principles of reason only, but also, and more especially, of re-

velation ; and in order to attain thereto, it is necessary to show men the corruption

flud depravity of human nature by their fall in Adam, their natural impotence for and

aversion to what is spiritually good, and to lead them to the true and only source of

all grace and holiness, viz., union with Christ by the Holy Spirit's working faith in

us, and renewing us more and more after the image of God; and to let their hearers

know that they must first be grafted into Christ, as their root, before their fruit can be

savoury unto God ; that they nnist have a new principle to animate, and a new end

to direct, them, before their actions become gracious and acceptable in the sight of

God ; and that they teach them the necessity of living by faith on the Son of God,

in a constant looking to and dependence upon him as the great author of all gracious

influences for the performance of every duty ; and witli all, that after their best per-

formances and attainments, they must count them but loss and dung in point of jus-

tification before God, and to make it their great desire only to be found in Christ

and liis rightconsness. And that ministers, in application of their sermons, do endea-

vour rightly to divide the word of truth, speaking distinctly to such various cases of

the converted iind unconverted, as arise natively from the subjects they have been

handling ; and that in the whole of their discourses they take care to suit themselves

to the capacity of their hearers, as to matter, method, and expression, and to the pre-

vailing sins of the time and place, with all prudent and zealous freedom and plainness;

as also, that they make Gospel subjects their main theme and study, and press, with
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all earnestness, the practice of moral duties in a Gospel manner: And that thev for-
bear delivering; anj'lhinsr in public that may tend more to amusement than edifica-
tion, and beware of bringing into their sermons and public discourses matters of
doubtful disputation, which tend to gender strife, rather than to promote the edifica-
tion of Christians. And the Assembly exhort all to study to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.

And, finally, the General Assembly recommends to all professors of divinity to use
their best endeavours to have the students under their care well acquainted with
the true method of preaching the Gospel, as above directed ; and that Presbyteries,
at their privy censures, inquire concerning the observation of this act.

vni.

Scss. 8, May 21, 173G.

—

Act anent Acts rescissory.

The General Assembly appoints and enacts that no Act rescissory of any standinn-

Acts of the General Assembly be passed, until such Acts rescissory be first transmit-

ted to the several Presbyteries of this Church, and their general opinion had for re-

scinding the same.

IX.

Sess. 8, Blay 21, 1736.

—

Act appointing Lists nf Probationers to be annually
presented to the General Assembly.

Whereas the commissioners to the General Assembly from the several Presby-

teries within this Church are, by Act of Assembly, the 4th of January 1697, appointed

to bring in lists of all the students of divinity who have passed their trials in order to

the ministry, to be annually presented to the General Assemljly, and recorded in

their register; and whereas an ovcrtiu-e was transmitted by the last General Assem-
bly to the several Presbyteries for the more exact and effectual execution of the said

Act ; and whereas the commissioners to this Assembly, from several Presbyteries,

have brought up instructions with them, wherein they agree to several of the regula-

tions overturcd for the better execution of the said Act; therefore, the General As-
sembly, in conformity to the said instructions reported to them by their committee,

did, and do hereby, enact and appoint, \mo. That every probationer residing for the

space of two months, betwixt this and the nc.Kt Assembly, within the bounds of any
Presbytery in this Church, and, in like manner, annually hereafter, shall, within the

said time, present his licence to the said Presbytery ; and that the said Presbytery

shall cause to be marked in their register the said probationer's name, and likewise

the Presbytery which licensed him. 2do, That each Presbytery shall extract from

their records annually, ia March or April, a complete list of all the probationers then

residing within their bounds, or that resided therein for the space before mentioned,

inimediatel}' preceding either of the said months, mentioning in the said extracts, first,

the names of the said probationers licensed by themselves, and then the names of the

rest residing as above, together with the names of the Presbyteries that licensed

them. 3^/0, That the said extracts be annually made out upon the same schedule which

bears the Presbytery's commission to the members sent yearly to the General Assem-
bly, and be signed in like manner by the moderator or clerk ; and that the said ex-

tracts further mention the names of such students as are presently under trials before

the said Presbyteries. Ato, That the committee for exaiuining. Commissions to the

members of Assembly shall annually make up a roll of the said probationers and

students froni the above mentioned extracts, according to the printed orders of the

several Synods and Presbyteries : and that the said roll be presented to the General

Assembly as a part of the said committee's annual report, and be recorded in the As-

sembly's register.
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X.

iS?**. 8, May 21, 1736.

—

Alt and Recommendation for preserving Purity of Doctrine,

and concerning Professor Campbell.

The General Assembly, having resumed the consideration of the affair relating to Mr
Archibald Campbell, Professor of Divinity and Ecclesiastical History in the University

of St Andrews, they caused to be again read the report of a committee, appointed

by the Commission of the late Assembly for purity of doctrine, brought in upon
Tuesday last ; and which report had been since under consideration of the Commit-
tee for Overtures, joined with the other members of Assembly, who thought fit to at-

tend their meetings, and by that committee amended and transmitted with their af>-

probation to the Assembly, as follows :

—

Report of the Committee for Purity of Doctrine.

Edinburgh, March 16, 1736.

The committee having, at several different meetings, considered the explications

offered by Professor Campbell to the excerpts out of his writings, which had been

excepted against by several in this Church ; and having given him opportunity of

declaring his mind in the fullest manner concerning them, in order to his giving full

satisfaction to the objections proposed against him, (as their minutes do show,) did

this day agree to make the following report :

—

" That at the last meeting of the committee in January, the heads of his writings

objected to were reduced to four.

'' The first. Concerning the inability of men by their natural powers to find out the

being of a God.
" The second, Concerning the law of nature's being sufficient to guide rational minds

to happiness.

''The third. Concerning self-love's being the sole principle and motive of all virtu-

ous and religious actions.

" The fourth. Concerning the sentiments the Apostles entertained of our blessed

Saviour between the time of his death and the day of Pentecost.
" As to the first of these, the committee are of opinion, that though the same, as it

is delivered by the Professor in his ' Oratio Acadcmica,' is justly exceptionable, as

tending to darken and render doubtful the truth of natural religion, and as appear-

ing not to agree with our Confession of Faith, Chap. i. § 1, and Chap. xxi. § 1, and
Larger Catechism, Quest. 2, nor with the doctrine of the apostle, lloni. i. 19, 20,

21 ; yet, having heard his explications and defences upon this head, and being per-

suaded that he had no intention, by teaching such doctrine, to enervate natural re-

ligion, or to give any handle or countenance to the enemies of it, but rather to show
the necessity of a supernatural revelation; therefore, it is their judgment, that this

should not be insisted upon further than to recommend to him, in the strongest terms,

not to teach, by preaching or writing, this doctrine in any time coming.
" As to the second, viz. ' That the laws of nature are in themselves a certain and

sufficient rule to direct rational minds to happiness,' which was apprehended by some
to mean that a supernatural revelation of a Saviour, and faith in him, were not ne-

cessary to the happiness of fallen man ; the committee having heard and considered

his expliciitions, as well those contained in his books, as those offered to the com-
mittee, it does not appear to them that this was his meaning, he having declared fully

his persuasion of the necessity of a Saviour and faith in him, in order to our justifica-

tion and salvation ; although they cannot but wish he had better guarded his ex-

pressions upon this point in the preface to his discourse, ' The Apostles no Enthu-
siasts.'

" As to the third, viz. ' Self-love's being the sole principle and motive of all virtuous

and religious actions,' which was apprehended to make the glory of God only a sub-

ordinate end, and a regard to it only a subordinate motive to the desire of our own
happiness ; the committee having read and considered his explications^ and he having
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also declared before them, that by his saying, that the chief or sole motive to virtuous

and religious actions was the desire of our own happiness, he meant no more but that

our deligiit in the honour and glory of God was that chief motive. They therefore

judge, that though the expressions objected against are too high on the side of self-

love, (particularly his asserting it to be the sole principle, standard, and motive of all

religious actions,) and cannot approve of several other too high expressions he uses on
this subject, and are of opinion it may be recommended to him to abstain from using

such high expressions in time coming
;
yet they hope, from what is above mentioned,

he has had no unsound meaning in them.
" As to the fourth head, in which it is taken notice of that Professor Campbell

had affirmed, ' That the disciples, during our Saviour's life, only expected and hoped
for a temporal deliverance and worldly kingdom ; and that between his death and
resurrection they concluded him to be a cheat and an impostor;' and further, ' That
before his resurrection they had no notion of his divinity ;' the committee, although

they are of opinion that Professor Campbell has no just ground for these senti-

ments, and that they are too disrespectful to Christ's disciples, whom he honoured
to be his apostles, and not consistent with several passages of the Gospel history

upon that subject ; yet, considering that they contain only his conjectural opinions

concerning the inward sentiments of other men, and that our Confession and Cate-
chisms teach nothing concerning these matters ; as also, that his design was to give

the greater strength to his arguments for vindicating the apostles from enthusiasm
;

are, therefore, of opinion, that it may be sufficient to recommend it to him, in time

coming to abstain from speaking so incautiously upon this subject, and always to

maintain the honour that is due to the memory of these eminent instruments of pro-

pagating the Christian faith through the world."

'J'he General Assembly having heard the report of the committee for purity of

doctrine in relation to some writings of the Rev. Professor Campbell's, and having
at great length heard Mr Campbell himself upon it, as likewise several members of

the committee, and many other members of this Assembly ; and finding, that with
respect to the first article of the report, the committee have declared, in the report

itselfj their being persuaded that Mr Campbell had no intention, by teaching the

doctrine to which that article relates, to enervate natural religion, or to give any
handle or countenance to the enemies of it, but rather to show the necessity of su-

pernatural revelation. And with respect to the second article, that it does not ap-
pear to them that it was Mr Campbell's meaning that a supernatural revelation of a
Saviour and faith in him were superfluous, and not necessary to the happiness of

fallen man. And with respect to the third article, concerning self-love, that he had
declared he meant no more but that our delight in the honour and glory of God was
the chief motive of all virtuous and religious actions. And with respect to ihc fourth

article, that the sentiments to which it relates contain only Mr Campbell's con-
jectural opinions concerning the inward sentiments of other men; and that our Con-
fession and Catechisms teach nothing concerning these matters ; as also, that his de-

sign was to give the greater strength to his argument for vindicating the apostles

from enthusiasm ; are of opinion, that the examining and stating the matter, as has

been done by the committee for purity of doctrine, is sufficient for cautioning against

the errors that some at first supposed Mr Campbell was guilty of, without giving

any judgment or formal sentence upon the report; and therefore do resolve and ap-

point that the matter rest here. And do recommend to the said Professor Camp-
bell, and to all ministers and teachers of divinity whatsoever within this National

Church, to be cautious in their preaching and teaching, or writing, not to use doubt-

ful expressions or propositions, which may be constructed in an erroneous sense, or

lead the hearers or readers into error, however sound such words or propositions

may be in themselves, or however well intended, but to hold fast the form of sound
words.
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XI.

Sess. 10, Mai/ 24, 1736.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders fur
discussing divers Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, finding that there are divers affairs which they cannot

overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr Lauchlaii

M'Intosh, minister of the gospel at Errol, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commission-

ers of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned ; vrith power to the said

commissioners, or their quorum. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as that of the

two immediately preceding years, with this addition :)—And the Assembly' do further

empower and direct the said Commission to make due application to the King and
Parliament for redress of the grievance of patronage, in case a favourable opportu-

nity for so doing shall occur during the subsistence of this Commission.

XII.

Sess. 10, May 24, 1736.

—

Act anent the manner (f Electing the Members of the Com-
mission, and concerning their Powers.

The General Assemlily enacts, that for hereafter the committee for naming the

members of the Commission be appointed to observe that due proportion betwixt

ministers and elders, which obtains in the Assembly ; and that care be taken by them
that such of the nobility, Officers of State, Lords of Session, and Barons of Exche-

quer, who jjre to be superadded to the nomination, be in time coming named from

the several Presbyteries or burghs which they are to represent in Assemblies ; and
that such others of them allenarly be superadded, who cannot be named as above ;

and that this may be evident to the members of the Assembly, the clerks be ap-

pointed to extend the rolls in the same order with the rolls of Assembly. 2do, That
when any Presbytery of this Church do not comply with the sentences of the Com-
missions relating to settlement of ministers, or shall not give the same a full execu-

tion, in that case the Commission be discharged to execute the same, by appointing

any correspondent meetings, but shall allow ihe matter to lie over till the ensuing

Assembly. Lastly, And if any Presbytery refuse to obey the sentences of the said

Commission, they are hereby required to give their reasons to the next General As-

sembly, to whom they are to be accountable for their conduct therein ; and they are

hereby declared to be ipso facto sisted before the then next General Assembly.

xin.

Sess. 18, May 24, 1736.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jestfs Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the

Rev. Mr Lauchlan M'Intosh, at Errol, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee

of this Assembly for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and lor

management of the royal bounty given for that end, according to and in terms of his

Majesty's grant ; and the General Assembly do hereby renew the powers granted to

the said committee by the 8th Act of the late General Assembly, and whole acts

therein mentioned, and former commissions to the foresaid committees ; any seven of

the foresaid persons are declared to be a quorum, whereof four to be ministers ; and
the foresaid committee are appointed to have their meetings in the place and at the

times mentioned in the foresaid 8th Act of the late General Assembly ; and with

power to adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall find needful, and
to keep a correspondence with the Commission of this Assembly, and the Society for
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Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their committee of directors, and the Synods
and Presbyteries concerned ; and the General Assembly do, by these presents, no-
minate, commission, and appoint, Mr William Grant, Advocate, Procurator for the
Church, to be receiver of the foresaid royal bounty, and to pay out the same, as he
shall be directed and ordered by the foresaid committee, and according to their rules.

XIV.

Sess. ult, May 25, 1736.

—

Act affainst Intrusion of Ministers into vacant Congrega-
tions, and Recommendation to Presbyteries concerning Settlements,

The General Assembly, considering, from Act of Assembly, August 6, 1575, Se-
cond Book of Discipline, Chap. iii. § 4, 6, and 8, registered in the Assembly Books,
and appointed to be subscribed by all ministers, and ratified by Acts of Parliament,
and likewise the Act of Assembly, 1638, December 17 and 18, and Assembly, 1715,
Act 9, that it is, and has been since the Reformation, the principle of this Church
that no minister shall be intruded into any parish contrary to the will of the congre-
gation—do, therefore, seriously recommend to all judicatories of this Church to have
a due regard to the said principle in planting vacant congregations ; and that all

Presbyteries be at pains to bring about harmony and unanimity in congregations,

and to avoid every thing that may excite or encourage unreasonable exceptions in

people against a worthy person that may be proposed to be their minister, in the
present situation and circumstances of the Church, so as none be intruded into such
parishes, as they regard the glory of God, and edification of the body of Christ.

XV.

Sess. ult, Mag 25, 1 736.

—

Act against Perjuries in Custom-houses in, Scotland.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the crying and mul-
tiplied abominations of perjury in many of the custom-houses of Scotland, especially

in the French wine trade, to the great reproach of religion, the offence of all sober
' and good men, a wasting of conscience, and diffusing of most pernicious example

;

and that methods hitherto used for the suppressing of it, accordin^vto the Act of As-
sembly, 1719, have not had the effect that might have been justly expected from it,

do not only renew their former testimony against it, in the name of this Church, but
also do order and enjoin all the judicatories thereof, as there shall be occasion, to

use their best endeavours to put a stop to it, by the conscientious and impartial use of
all the means appointed by the Lord Jesus against scandals of such an heinous nature.

XVI.

Sess. ult.. Mug 25, 1736.

—

Actfor better Observation offormer Acts of Assembly con-

cerning Students in Divinity and Probationers.

The General Assembly enjoins Presbyteries to take care of the more punctual and

exact execution of the Acts of the General Assembly concerning students in divinity,

and the time of their studying, licensing probationers, and anent intrants to the holy

ministry ; and that none coming licensed from abroad be allowed to preach in Scot-

land till they be re-examined, and come under the engagements, and sign the for-

mula, according to the 10th Act of the General Assembly, 1711; and refers it to the

Commission to consider the state of the bursaries, and bring in tlieir opinion con-

cerning the same to the next General Assembly.

4 M
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XVII.

Sess, ult., May 25, 17.36.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May next, in the year 1737.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing part of the 46th

Psalm, from the beginning to the 6th verse, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Gkant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

(There follows in the original edition an overture concerning the election of mem-
bers to the General Assembly, which was passed into an Act in 1738.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 12, 1737.

Sess. 1, May 12, 1737.— The King's Commission to William Marquis of Lothian

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, May 12, 1737.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R.

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. After the repeated proofs which

you have given of your zeal for the advancement of true religion and piety, the

prospeiity of the Church of which you are members, and the good of your country,

we cannot but be persuaded you will continue to pursue those measures which may
most effectually contribute to the attaining of those desirable ends in this your pre-

sent meeting, which we therefore most willingly countenance with our royal appro-

bation and authority; and as we are well satisfied of your loyalty and affection for

us and our royal family, so you may be assured of our constant resolution to support

and maintain the Church of Scotland established by law, in the full enjoyment of all

its rights and privileges.

The dependence which we have on your coming together with these good disposi-

tions and intentions, leaves us no room to doubt of your employing your best endea-

vours to bring about the great and good purposes for which you are now assembled,

by conducing all in your power to the peace and welfare of the Church, the in-

crease of piety and virtue, the preventing of the growth of Popery, and the suppress-

ing of profaneness and immorality, wherein you may rely upon our countenance and
encouragement. And as you must be sensible the success of your councils and de-

liberations will, under God, chiefly depend upon the wisdom, moderation, and cha-

rity, with which they are conducted, we earnestly recommend to you to avoid all

disputes and contentions among yourselves, and to proceed upon the business proper
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for your consideration, wilh that unanimity and brotherly love, as may justly be ex-
pected from so venerable a body, and which cannot foil to recommend you to our
further favours.

The experience you have had of the capacity and abilities of our right trusty and en-
tirely beloved cousin, William Marquis of Lothian, will, we doubt not, render the choice

very agreeable to you which we have made of him to represent our royal person in

5
'our Assembly, being induced thereto by the knowledge we have of his zeal and
oyalty for our service, of his affection and concern for the Church of Scotland, and
of his qualifications for the discharge of so great a trust, wherein we hope the pru-

dence with which you will dispatch the business before you will be of great assist-

ance to him. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 23d day of April 1737, in the tenth year

of our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,

HoLLEs Newcastle.

Directed thus,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land.

HI.

Sess, 3, May 14, 1737.— The General Assembly's Ansioer to the King's viost gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The great honour done us by your Majesty's most gracious letter, and your royal

goodness in condescending to take notice of the zeal of former Assemblies for the

advancement of true religion and piety, the prosperitj' of this Church, and the good
of our country, is most encouraging to us, and cannot but animate us warmly to pur-

sue those measures which may most effectually contribute to the attaining the desir-

able ends of our meeting, which your Majesty has been graciously pleased to coun-
tenance with your royal approbation and authority.

It gives us the most sensible joy that your Majesty has been pleased to express

your satisfaction with our loyalty and affection for your royal person and family, which
we may, with great confidence, assure your Majesty, possesses the hearts of all the

members of this Church; and we entirely depend upon the royal assurances you are

pleased to give us of your constant resolution to support and maintain the Church of

Scotland, established by law, in the full enjoyment of all its just rights and privi-

leges. And we humbly hope, by your royal goodness, to obtain in due time re-

dress of the grievance which has been represented to your Majesty by former As-
semblies.

The confidence your Majesty has expressed of our coming together with these good
dispositions and intentions, cannot but oblige us to employ our best endeavours to

bring about the great and good purposes for which we are now assembled, by con-

ducing all in our power to the peace and welfare of this Church, the increase of piety

and virtue, the preventing the growth of Popery, and the suppressing of profaneness

and immorality ; and for our happy success therein, next to the Divine assistance, we
rely upon your Majesty's countenance and encouragement. And as the success of our

councils and deliberations must, under God, also greatly depend upon the wisdom,
moderation, and charity, whereby they are conducted, so we are obliged to own that

we should not act agreeably to the spirit of our holy religion, and the character we
bear, if we paid not the highest regard to your Majesty's earnest and pious recom-

mendations, to avoid all disputes and contentions among ourselves, and to proceed

upon the business proper for our consideration, with that unanimity and brotherly

love which may so justly be expected from us, and which also we are so graciously

assured cannot fail to recommend us further to your royal favoiu'.
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The experience we have had of the capacities and abilities of the most Honour-
able the Marquis of Lothian, of his zeal and loyalty for your Majesty's service, of

his affection and concern for the Church of Scotland, and of his qualifications for the

discharge of so great a trust, renders your Majesty's choice of him to represent your ,

royal person in this Assembly most acceptable to us ; and we hope we shall conduct I

ourselves in the dispatch of the business before us in such a manner as may render

the duties of his high station easy to him.

Your Majesty's High Commissioner has delivered to us your royal warrant for the
J

renewal of your charitable donation towards the reformation of the Highlands and 1

Islands for the twelfth year, which we most thankfully receive and acknowledge, as a

fresh instance of your Majesty's tender concern for the spiritual as well as temporal

interest of your subjects in these more remote and less civihzed parts of your British

dominions ; and as this royal bounty has produced very good effects among them,

and has served as an useful mean to counteract the Popish emissaries trafficking in

these parts, it shall be our care to employ the same in exact conformity to your royal

intentions, that the fruits of it may more and more appear to your Majesty's satisfac-

tion.

That your Majesty's precious life, which is so great a blessing to all your people,

and the whole Protestant interest, may be long preserved; that the best of Heaven's

blessings may be plentifully poured out upon your royal person, and her Majesty the

Queen, their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the rest of

your royal family ; and that, after the crown has long flourished upon your head, you

may at length, through Jesus Christ, inherit immortal glory, are, and shall be, the

earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the National Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland.

Signfid in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by .

NiEL (Jampbell, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 10, May 2S, 1737.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration that there are divers affairs which
they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev. Mr
Niel Campbell, Principal of the College of Glasgow, their Moderator, &c. ; to be

cornmissioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned ; with power
to the said commissioners, or their quorum, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same
terms as that of the year preceding.)

Scsg. ult, May 24, 1737.

—

Act relating to the Tenth Act of the General Assembly,

anno 1736.

The General Assembly, considering that the instructions of some of the Presby-

teries presented to this Assembly do represent that several have taken offence at the

•Act of the late Assembly, in the process against Mr Archibald Campbell, Professor

of Ecclesiastical History in the University of St Andrews, as if that Assembly had
adopted some of his expressions, which were reckoned offensive, on the head of self-

love ; therefore, for satisfaction to all concerned, this Assembly does declare, that as

the last Assembly, in their Act, say. That they gave no judgment or formal sentence

upon the report of the committee, and therefore could not be constructed to adopt

any of his expressions, so this Assembly do stedfastly adhere to the doctrine of our
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Church on that head, expressed in our Standards, particularly in the answers to that

question in our Shorter and Larger Catechism, " What is the chief end of man ?"

VI.

Sess. ult, May 24, 1737.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Refor-
mation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's

, Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.
Mr Niel Campbell, Principal of the College of Glasgow, their Moderator, &c. ; to be
a committee of this Assembly for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scot-

land, for promoting the knowledge of true religion, suppressing of Popery, supersti-

tion, and profanity, and for management of the royal bounty given for that end, ac-

cording to, and in terms of, his Majesty's grant to this Assembly, and the 13th Act of
the late General Assembly, and whole Acts therein mentioned, and in former com-
missions to the said committee; any seven of the foresaid persons are declared to be
a quorum, whereof four to be ministers ; and the said committee to have their meet-
ings in the Hall of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge,
the last Thursday of every month, at three o'clock afternoon ; and also the first law-

ful day after adjournment of the four stated diets of the Commission of this Assem-
bly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except when it falls to be on Friday or Saturday, and
then the meeting is to be on Monday next thereafter, with power to adjourn them-
selves to such times and places as they shall find needful, and to keep a correspond-

ence with the Commission of this Assembly, and Society for Propagating Christian

Knowledge, and their committee. And the General Assembly do hereby nominate
and appoint Mr William Grant, Advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be receiver

of the foresaid royal bounty, and to pay out the same as he shall be directed and
ordered by the foresaid committee, and according to their rules.

VII.

Sess. ult, May 24, 1737.

—

Act superseding the Obligations upon Synods and Presby-
teries to maintain Bursars.

The General Assembly, considering that through the multitude of probationers in

this Church the reasons of Synods and Presbyteries maintaining bursaries do now
cease, the Assembly does supersede the obligation upon Synods and Presbyteries to

maintain, as bursars, students in divinity, until the Assembly see fit to revive the same,

and leaves it to Synods and Presbyteries, meantime, to apply these funds to other

charitable and pious uses as they shall see convenient ; but appoints that such as are

preferred to bursaries in Synods or Presbyteries shall enjoy them till their ordinary

time be run out

VIII.

Sess. ult., May 24, 1737

—

Act concerning the Qualifications ofElders, Members of the

General Assembly.

The General Assembly, considering the instructions sent up to them from Presby-

teries, do strictly enjoin all Presbyteries to be careful that all to be chosen elders of

this Church be qualified according to the Acts of the Assembly ; and, particularly,

that they attest none as members of the Assembly but such as are qualified, not only

by subscribing the formula prescribed, but likewise according to all the other qualifi-

cations required of such b yforiner x\cts of Assembly.
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IX.

Sess. ult, May 24, 1131.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held at

Edinburgh, upon the second Thursday of May next, in the year 1738.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing part of the 72d

Psalm, from the 17th verse to the close, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. £ccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 11, 1738.

I.

Sesi. 1 May 11, 1738.— The King's Commission to Willium Marquis ofLothian

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 11, 1738.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 13, 1738.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 6, May 17, 1738.

—

Act concerning the Ministers secedingfrom this Church.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the representations

and complaints laid before them concerning Messrs Ebenezer Erskine at Stirling,

William Wilson at Perth, Alexander Moncrieff at Abernethy, and James Fisher at

Kinclaven, within the bounds of the Synod of Perth and Stirling ; also concerning

Messrs Ralph Erskine at Dunfermline, Thomas Mair at Orwell, and Thomas Nairn

at Abbotshall, within the bounds of the Synod of Fife, ministers ordained in this

National Church, and admitted to their respective charges by the judicatories thereof,

who have, notwithstanding, seceded from the communion of this Church, and made

a positive separation therefrom ; and the Assembly having too good reason to be-

lieve, from these representations, the notoriety of facts, and from the personal know-

ledge of many of the members of this Assembly, that the said ministers have seceded

from this Church without any justifiable grounds, and are continuing in their un-

warrantable secession, notwithstanding their own solemn engagements to the con-

trary at their ordination and admission, the clemency showed to some of them in the
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year 1734, and the tenderness to all of them ever since. That, albeit their parochial

chaises are discontiguous, and at a considerable distance from one another, yet they
have assumed a power of associating and erecting themselves into a Presbytery, and
of exercising a judicial Presbyterial power, not only over their own congregations, but
also over the whole Church, a power to which never any Presbytery, duly constituted

in this Church, could or did lay claim. That, as a Presbytery, and in a pretended
judicative capacity, they have framed, and published to the world, a printed paper,

called their Act, Ueclaration, and Testimony, and have emitted other papers, wherein
they have pretended not only to assign the grounds of their own unreasonable and
irregular conduct, but also, with the air of a paramount power and authority, to con-
demn this Church and the judicatories thereof for their proceedings, and to cast many
groundless and calumnious reflections upon her and them. That not confining them-
selves to their own congregations and particular charges, they dispense the ordinances

to persons of other congregations, without the knowledge and consent of the mini-

sters to which they belong, and have taken upon them, in some of these congrega-

tions, to ordain elders ; and to promote their dangerous schism, they not only receive

at their Presbyterial meetings such persons of whatsoever character as will accede to

them from other congregations, but also the reasons of their accession, containing in-

jurious calumnies against this Church, and the ministers thereof. And that nothing

may be wanting to promote their end, they appoint and keep fasts in different cor-

ners of the country, to which there is a resort of several thousands of persons of both
sexes, and too many of them, as there is good ground to think, come there with other

views than to promote religion ; and by these practices their proper ministerial

work in their own parishes is in a great measure neglected. And, that their schism
may not die with themselves, that they have authorised one of their number to teach

divinitv, and have taken some persons under probationary trials for the ministry.

—

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, unanimously resolve, declare, and enact,

that although upon these, and other such accounts, this Church might now proceed,

in the due exercise of discipline, to appoint these seceding and separating brethren,

and their followers, to be proceeded against, and censured according to the demerit
of their faults

; yet this Assembly, choosing rather still to treat them in the spirit of
meekness, brotherly love, and forbearance, did, and hereby do, enjoin all the mini-

sters of this National Church, as they shall have access, and especially the ministers of

the Synods and Presbyteries within which these seceding brethren reside, to be at all

pains, by conference and other gentle means of persuasion, to reclaim and reduce
them to their duty and the communion of this Church ; and all Presbyteries and
Synods to report their diligence and success, and what they can learn or observe

concerning the future behaviour of these brethren, to the Commission to be appointed

by this Assembly, at any of the diets thereof; which Commission is hereby authorised

and appointed to take such reports or representations, with those already made to

this Assembly, under their consideration ; and, if they shall see cause, to take all

proper steps and methods for duly sisting the separating brethren above named before

the next Assembly, to answer for their irregular conduct, and all the parts thereof".

And the said Commission is also empowered to do what they shall think proper to pre-

pare and ripen the case for the decision of that Assembly. And, in the meantime, the

General Assembly earnestly recommends to all the ministers, elders, and members of

this Church, to endeavour, in their respective stations, and by all means proper for

them, to reclaim those poor deluded people who have been carried away by this divi-

sion, and to prevent the seducing of others, and the increase of this schism, which is

so dangerous to the peace of this Church, so contrary to the spirit of the Gospel, so

very hurtful to religion and serious godliness, to Christian charity, and brotherly

love.
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Sess, lilt., May 23, 1738.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers affairs

which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.
Mr James Ramsay, minister at Kelso, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners

of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned ; with power to the said

commissioners, or their quorum, &c. (The terms of the Act are the same as in the

immediately preceding year.)

VI.

Sess. ult., May 23, 1738.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.
Mr James Ramsay at Kelso, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of this As-
sembly for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, for promoting the

knowledge of true religion, suppressing of Popery, superstition, and profanity, and for

management of the royal bounty given for that end, according to, and in terms of, his

Majesty's grant to this Assembly, and the 6th Act of the late General Assembly, and
whole Acts therein mentioned, and in former commissions to the said committee; any
seven of the foresaid persons are declared to be a quonun, whereof some to be mini-

sters ; and the said committee to have their meetings in the Hall of the Society in

Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, the last Thursday of every month, at

three o'clock afternoon ; and also the first lawful day after adjournment ofthe four stated

diets of the Commission of this Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except when it

falls to be on Friday or Saturday, and then the meeting is to be on Monday next

thereafter; with power to adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall find

needful, and to keep a correspondence with the Commission of this Assembly, and
Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their committee. And the Gene-
ral Assembly do hereby nominate and appoint Mr William Grant, Advocate, Procu-
rator for the Church, to be receiver of the foresaid royal bounty, and to pay out the

same as he shall be directed and ordered by the foresaid committee, and according to

their rules. And it is recommended to the members of the said committee, especially

those who reside in or near Edinburgh, to attend the diets thereof punctually; and
the clerk is hereby ordered to mark their attendance, and present the roll to the next

General Assembly, with the excuses of absentees.

VII.

Sess. ult., May 23, 1738.

—

Act about the manner of electing Members of the General

Assembly.

The General Assembly, for the more regular election of members of Assembly in

time coming, considering that it is already provided that the election shall be made
at least forty days before the meeting of the Assembly, do hereby further enact, that

hereafter each Presbytery of this Church (except those lying in Northern or Western
Isles) shall make their elections yearly, within a month preceding the first of the said

forty days ; and that every Presbytery, without exception, shall appoint the day of

election by an order of the Presbytery, at an ordinary meeting, to be entered in their

minutes at least ten free days before such election ; and that on the day of election,

the Presbytery shall make their elections betwixt the hours of one and eight in the

afternoon : and that the burghs and universities who send members to the Assembly
shall, in like manner, appoint the days of their elections, at an ordinary meeting of

their council or university respectively, at least ten days before the day ofsuch elections.
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VIII.

Sess. ult., May 23, 1738

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assemhh/.

The nest General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in
this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, in the year 1739.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing the 13od Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted f'-ora the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Ecd. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IIOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 10, 1739.

I.

May 10, 1739.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Hyndfordj'rodncrd, and
ordered to be recorded.

The Geceral Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 10, 1739.— Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Comm.issioner.

George, R., &c.

IIL

Sess. 3, May 12, 1739.— Tlie General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Mnjesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 19, 1739.

—

Act concerning the Ministers who have Seceded from the

Church.

The General Assembly, having considered the libel drawn up by the Commission
of the last Assembly, and executed, in pursuance of an Act of the Assembly, against

Messrs Ebenezer Erskine at Stirling, William Wilson at Perth, Alexander jMoucrieff

at Abernethy, James Fisher at Kinclaven, Ralph Erskine at Dunfermline, Thomas
]\Iair at Orwell, Thomas Nairn at Abbotshall, and James Thomson at Burntisland,

ministers; together with the appearance of the said defenders before this Assembly;
and that after the Moderator, in name of the Assembly, had signified to them,
*' That though they were called here to answer to a libel, the Assembly were very

loath to be obliged to proceed upon it ; and that if the said defenders would now
show a disposition to return to the duty and obedience they owe to this Church, tiie

Assembly was ready to forgive all that was past, and to receive them with open
4 -\
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arms;"—the said defenders, instead of accepting or being thankful for such lenity,

produced, and offered to read as their answer a paper, entitled, " Act of the Asso-

ciate Presbytery, finding and declaring that the present judicatories of this National

(/hurch are not lawful nor right constituted courts of Clirist; and declining all au-

thority, power, and jurisdiction, that the said judicatories may claim to themselves

over the said Presbytery, or any of the members thereof, or over any that are under

their inspection ; and, particularly, declining the authority of a General Assembly

now met at Edinburgh, the 10th of May 1739." Upon which the Assembly caused

the said libel to be read, and then permitted the said defenders, by the said Mr
Thomas Mair, who spoke as the mouth of them all, to read the said paper, and there-

after to give in the same, to which all the defenders declared their adherence ;

whereupon they were ordered to withdraw, after being directed by the moderator to

attend when they should be again called upon by the Assembly ; and they having been

this day again called, and not compearing, the General Assembly found, and hereby

find, the said libel relevant to infer deposition ; and do find the same also proven, in

its most material articles, by the said paper, produced by them as aforesaid ; and, par-

ticularly, finds it, by the said paper, proved, that the said defenders have seceded and

separated from this Church, and have taken upon them to associate themselves into

a presbytery, and, as such, have framed and published, and do adhere to the pre-

tended Act, Declaration, and Testimonj', libelled ; wherein they'endeavour to assign

the grounds of their unreasonable and irregular conduct, and take upon them to

condemn this Church, and the judicatories thereof, for their proceedings, and to cast

manv groundless and calumnious reflections upon her and them. And, further, find

that the said defenders, by the paper given in to this Assembly, have had the un-

paralleled boldness to appear before the highest judicatory of this Church, to which

they had vowed obedience, and, instead of answering for themselves as pannels or

defenders at the bar, pretended to appear as a separate, independent, and constituted

judicatory, and to read or pronounce an act of theirs, condenming this Church, and

the judicatories thereof, upon several groundless pretences, and to decline the au-

thority of the same ; and that they have further, in presence of the Assembly, by their

said ])aper, taken iij)on them to speak in most injurious, disrespectful, and insolent

terms concerning the highest civil authority :—Therefore, the General Assembly do find

and declare, that the said defenders, for the offences so found relevant and proven,

^. do justly merit the highest censures of this Church, and particularly that of deposi-

tion ; but in respect that in this Assembly, before they proceeded to call the said de-

fenders, an inclination had been expressed by several members not to proceed to a

final sentence against them at this time, but to forbear the same yet another year, in

order to give them a further time to return to their dnt}', and to render them still

more inexcusable if they should persist in their ninvarrantable separation ; and

though, from their behaviom- at their appearance, and the ^)aper given in by them,

there is little hope left of their being reclaimed to their duty', but they seem de-

termined to continue in their most unwarrantable and schismatical courses, and, as

far as in them lies, to ruin and destroy the interest of religion in this Church, this

Assembly have thought fit to forbear inflicting the just censure upon them at this

time, and to refer the same to the next (leneral Assembly, to which this Assembly

do earnestly recommend to inflict the censure of deposition, without further delay,

upon such of the said defenders as shall not, betwixt and that time, either in presence

of the Commission to be named by this Assembly, or of the ensuing General Assem-
bly, retract the said pretended Act and Declinature, and return to their duty and
submission to this Church. And the Assembly further recommend to all the mem-
bers of this Assembly, and particularly such of them as shall be members of the next

Assembly, there to urge aiid insist for their compliance with this recommendation,

which this Assembly cannot allow themselves to doubt will be granted, as it will then

be absolutely necessary, for the interest and credit of this Church, that the foresaid

censure 1x2 pronounced and inflicted against such of the said defenders as shall then

be persisting in their separation. And, in respect the said defenders have not ap-

peared, though called, this diet, the Assembly order their Commission to cause cite

them again to appear before the next Assembly, to abide the judgment thereof upon

I
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the said lll)el, and the said paper given in by the defenders instead of an answer;
to which Assembly the said hbel and process is hereby continued and referred as
above. And as to one of the defenders, jMr James Thomson, minister at Burnt-
island, who was not contained in the Act of the last Assembly, the General Assembly,
without determining on the objection offered by his parish to the citation of him, did
agree and resolve, that their Commission do cite him, de novo, to answer to the next
Assembly for the matters contained in the said libel and paper given in by him
and the other defenders. And, to the end the like schismatical and divisive courses,

which have so much disturbed the peace and quiet of the Church and of the

country, and are so very contrary to serious religion and • godliness, may be, for

hereafter, etfectually discouraged and prevented, the General Assembly ordains all

Presbyteries and Synods strictly to observe the 6th Act of the Assembly, 1708, en-
titled, " Act for Suppressing Schisms and Disorders in the Church," by which '' It is

strictly enjoined, and peremptorily appointed, that all the Presbyteries and Synods
take particular notice of all their members, preachers, or others under their inspec-

tion ; and if they find any ministers or others to fall into irregularities, or schismatical

courses, that they duly call them to an account, and censure them according to the

merits of their fault, even to deposition of ministers and elders, and to apply to the

Commission for their advice, as they shall see cause." And, without derogating from
the generality thereof, the Assembly ordains all Presbyteries, to whom any minister

shall presume to give in a secession or separation from this Church, forthwith to give

notice thereof to the moderator of the Commission of Assembly for the time, and to

instruct the members of their Presbytery, who shall be members of such Commission,
to ask the opinion and direction of that Commission at their first diet, after offering

such secessions; to the end that, if such Presbj'teries cannot, in the meantime, prevail

with the brethren who shall so presume to secede, to retract their secession, such
brethren may be forthwith proceeded against, according to the above Act of Assem-
bly ; and what opinions and directions of the Commission for the time, as Presby-
teries shall receive, agreeable thereto, these Presbyteries are hereby strictly enjoined

to follow the same. And in case any Presbytery, to whom such secession or separa-

tion shall be given in, shall fail in their duty in the premises, the Assembly ordains

the Synods within whose bounds they may lie, without delay to do therein as they
shall think fit, agreeable to the above Act of Assembly. And in case such Synods
shall fail in their duty, the Assembly ordains the Commission to be appointed by this

Assembly to take such matters into their own cognizance. And in all such cases

the Presbyteries, Synods, or Commission to be appointed by this Assembly respec-

tively', if the}' cannot quickly reclaim such seceding brethren, are hereby ordained to

proceed against them, by way of libel, to the sentence of deposition. And the As-
sembly appoints that a short state of the proceedings of the judicatories of this

Church, with relation to the foresaid ministers, setting forth the gentle methods used
for reclaiming them, and their undutiful behaviour to this Church, be drawn up by a

committee to be named for that effect, and printed, and copies thereof to be trans-

mitted to each Presbytery : And that all the ministers of this Church shall be care-

ful to exhort the people, both publicly and privately, to guard against all divisive

courses, "and to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," as they would
consult the true interest of serious religion, and the quiet of their country.

V.

Sess. uh., Maij 22, 1739.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for

discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers affairs

which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.

Mr James Bannatyne, minister at Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commis-

sioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned ; with power to the

said commissioners, or their quorum, &c. (Same as immediately preceding years,

with this addition, viz.) And the General Assembly do enjoin their Commission,
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that in passing their sentences, and in ordering the execution of the same, they strictly

observe the 12th Act of Assembly, 1736.

VL

Sess. ult., May 22, 1739.

—

Commission to some Miiiistrr* and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev-

Mr James Bannatyne, minister of the Gospel at Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. !

to bo a committee of this Assembly for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of

Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of true religion, suppressing of Popery and
profanity, and for managing of the royal bounty given for these ends, according to,

and in terms of, his Majesty's grant to this Assembly, and the 6th Act of the late As-

sembly, and whole Acts therein mentioned, and in Acts formerly made and referred to

in the Commissions granted to former committees ; any seven of the persons above

named are declared to be a quorum, whereof some to be ministers ; but it is hereby

appointed, that at the quarterly meeting of the said committee, to be held after the

rising of the Commission in August next, when the scheme or establishment of mis-

sionaries for the year ensuing shall be approved and determined, nine ministers and

five ruling elders at least shall be the quorum. And the said committee are appointed

to have their meetings at Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland for Pro-

pagating Christian Knowledge, the last Thursday of every month, at three o'clock in

the afternoon, and also the first lawful day after the adjournment of the four stated

meetings of the Commission of the General Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except

when it falls to be on Friday or Saturday, and then the meeting is to be on the Mon-
day following next thereafter, at the said hour; with power to the said committee to

adjourn themselves to such times and places, as they shall find most convenient and
leedful ; and they are to keep a correspondence with the Commission of the General

Assembly, and the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their com-
mittee of directors, and take their advice and assistance. And the General Assembly

do, by these presents, nominate the said Mr William Grant, Advocate, his Majesty's

Solicitor, and Procurator for the Church, to be receiver of the foresaid royal bounty,

and to pay out the same as he shall be directed and ordered by the said committee, and

according to their rules. And the said committee are appointed to examine tlic

accounts of the distribution of the said royal bounty, and lay the same before the

Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, or Barons of

his Majesty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General As-

sembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed that no person once

employed and inserted in the scheme shall be struck out thereof for that year, but

bv the quorum of, at least, nine ministers and five ruling elders ; and in case any

complaint shall be made against any ofthem on the scheme, it shall not be delerminctl

at the first ordinary meeting that the same is offered, but shall lie on the table till an-

other meeting, and, in the meantime, the person complained of, and the Presbytery

of the bounds wherein he officiates, shall be acquainted of such a complaint, and

those concerned be required to send to the said committee a just account of the

matter against the said next meeting. And it is further appointed, that after the

yearly scheme of missionaries on the royal bounty, in manner above directed, and

notice thereof given by letters to the Presbyteries concerned, such Presbyteries shall

send u[) to the said committee their answers to these letteis, at farthest, with their

commissioners to the General Assembly, if the same be not got done sooner; and

the committee, at their meeting in May, shall name a sub-committee of their number

for preparing the next year's scheme, who are to lay their draught thereof before tL)

said mv:cting, immediately after the Commission in August

I
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VII.

Sess. ult, May 22, 1739.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembli/.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 8th day of that

month, in the year 1740.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing the 122d Psalm,
from the 6th verse to the close, anil pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 8, 1740.

I.

Sess. 1, May S, 1740 The King's Commission to John Earl of Hyndfordproduced,
and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

11.

Sess. I, May 8, 1740.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 10, 1740.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 4, May 12, 1740.

—

Act and Sentence of Deposition from the Office of the holy

Ministry against eight Ministers, Secedersfrom the Church.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, pursuant to their resolution on
Saturday last, proceeded to the aifair relating to the seceding ministers, viz. Messrs
Ebenczcr Erskine at Stirling, William Wilson at Perth, Alexander Moncrieff" at

Abernethy, James Fisher at Kiuclaven, Ralph Erskine at Dunfermline, Thomas
Mair at Orwell, Thomas Nairn at Abbotshall, and James Tiiomson at Burntisland;

and having caused all the eight to be called thrice publicly at the doors of the As-
sembly-House and of the New Church, and none of them compearing, nor any person

for them, the Assembly caused to be read the libel drawn up by the Commission of

the General Assembly, 1738, and executed against all the foresaid brethren, with the

paper entitled, " Act of the Associate Presbytery," finding and declaring, " That
the present judicatories of this National Church are not lawful nor right constituted
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courts of Christ, and declining all authority, power, and jurisdiction, that the said

judicatories may claim to themselves over the said Presbytery, or any of th mem-
bers thereof, or over any that are under their inspection ; and particularly declining

the authority of a General Assembly, met at Edinburgh the 10th of May 1739,"

which paper they had delivered in at the bar of the last Assembly, in a pretended

presbyterial capacity. There was also read the libel drawn up and executed against

Mr James Thomson, minister at Burntisland, by order of the Commission of the last

Assembly, in obedience to the 4th Act of that Assembly. After reading of which
libel, with the said fourth Act of last Assembly, the General Assembly, (in respect

that the relevancy and proof of the libel against all the said ministers was judged by
the last Assembly, and that there was no doubt of the competency of the process as

to any of the seceding ministers, except Mr Thomson, in respect of which a new libel

was ordered to be raised and executed against him,) after reasoning proceeded to

state the question, "Is the libel against Mr Thomson relevant and proven, as to the

material articles, to infer deposition, or not T viz. " That the said Mr Thomson has

seceded and separated from this Church, and that he, with his said other brethren,

associate themselves into a Presbytery, and as such have framed and published, and
do adhere to the pretended Act, Declaration, and Testimony libelled, wherein they

endeavour to assign the grounds of their unreasonable and irregular conduct, and take

upon them to condemn this Church, and the judicatories thereof, for their proceed-

ings ; and to cast many groundless and calumnious refections upon her and them

;

and that the said Mr Thomson, with the other defenders, by the paper given in to

the last Assembly, had the unparalleled boldness to appear before the highest judi-

catory of this Church, to which they had vowed obedience, and, instead of answering

as pannels and defenders at the bar, pretended to appear as a separate, independent,

and constituted jiidicatory, and to read or pronounce an act of theirs, condemning
this Church, and the judicatories thereof, upon several groundless pretences, and to

decline the authority of the same ; and that he, the said Mr Thomson, with the other

defenders, did, in presence of the Assembly, by their said paper, take upon them to

speak in most injurious, disrespectful, and indecent terms concerning the highest civil

authority." And the vote being put, " Find as above ?" or " Not ?" And it was carried,

by a very great majority, " Find." And, therefore, the General Assembly did, and here-

by do, find the said libel against the said Mr James Thomson relevant to infer depo-

sition, and also proven as to its most material articles, as above. But the Assembly

delayed further procedure in this atl'air till Thursday next.

&«'. 7, May 15, 1740.

The General Assembly, pursuant to their resolution of the 12th instant, resumed

the consideration of the process against the eight seceding ministers ; and having

caused them to be again called, and none of them compearing, nor any person for

them, the Assembly caused to be read the minute of their proceeding in this afl'air

(m Monday last, and also the act of the last Assembly of May 19, 1739, and then

proceeded to consider. Whether, upon the libel found relevant to infer deposition, and

proven as to its most material articles, by the lust General xVssembly, against the whole

ministers therein named, and again found relevant and proven by this Assembly, in

so far as concerns Mr James Thomson, upon the new libel executed against him, in

pursuance of the said act of the last Assembly, this Assembly should proceed to inflict

the said censure of deposition ? And after full reasoning upon the expediency thereof,

and prayer to God for direction how to judge in this weighty alfair, and for his

blessing on such decision as the Assembly should come to, it was agreed to put the

question, Depose, or Not? And rolls being called, and votes marked, it carried, by a

very great majority, Depose ; and, therefore, the General Assembly, in respect of the

articles found relevant and proven against the persons therein and hereafter named
by the last and this Assembly, as aforesaid, did, and hereby do, in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ, the sole King and Head of the Church, and by virtu? of the

power and authority committed by him to them, actually depose Messrs Ebenezer

Erskinc at Stirling, William Wi'«on at Perth, Alexander 2'Ioncricfl' ;i.t Abernethy,
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James Fisher at Kinclaven, Ralph Erskine at Dunfermline, Thomas Mair at Orwell,
Thomas Nairn at Abbotshall, and James Thomson at Burntisland, ministers, from
the office of the holy ministry, prohibiting and discharging them, and every cne of
them, to exercise the same, or any part thereof, within tiiis Church in all time com-
ing ; and the Assembly did, and hereby do, declare all the parishes or charges of the

persons above named vacant, from and after the day and date of this sentence ; and
ordains copies hereof to be sent to the several Presbyteries of Stirling, Perth, Dun-
keld, Dunfermline, and Kirkaldy ; and the said respective Presbyteries are hereby
ordered to send copies hereof to the kirk-sessions of Perth and Dunfermline, and
session clerks of the other respective parishes hereby declared vacant, to be commu-
nicated to the elders. And the Assembly appoints that letters be written by their

Moderator to the magistrates of the respective burghs concerned, with copies of this

sentence; and the Assembly recommends to the Presbyteries within whose bovinds

the parishes or charges, now declared vacant, do lie, to be careful in using their best

endeavours for supplying the same during the vacancy, and for promoting the speedy
and comfortable settlement thereof.

Sess.8, Mai/ 16, 1740.

The General Assembly do instruct and empower the Commission to be appointed
by them to take in and finally decide in any process that may come before them
from any Synod or Presbytery, towards the speedy settlement of any of the parish

churches declared vacant by the Assembly's sentence passed yesterday.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 17, 1740.

—

Act discharging Presbyteries to consent to the Suppressing nf
Parish Chicrches.

The General Assembly, having heard the overture transmitted by the late General
Assembly to Presbyteries, concerning their consenting to suppressing of parish

churches : and finding that divers Presbyteries have given their opinion that the

same be passed into an act ; the General Assembly do hereby discharge all Presby-
teries within this National Church to consent to, or connive at, the annexation or

suppressing of parishes, without the consent or approbation of the Synod of the

bounds, or the General Assemblv.

VI.

Sess. 10, Mag 19, 1740.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers

affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and ap-

point, the Rev. Mr George Logan, minister at Edinburgh, their Moderator; and
from the Presbytery of Dunoon, Mr Alexander M'Kay at Kilfinnan, Mr William

Campbell at Kilmodan, ministers ; Archibald Earl of Islay, and Sir James Camp-
bell of Ardkinlass, Bart., ruling elders. From the Presl)ytery of Kintyre, Mr John
M'Vicar at Islay, Mr John M-Lean at Killean, ministers; Mr Alexander M'Millan
of Dunmore, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Inverary, Mr James Getty at

Inverary, Mr Alexander Campbell there, ministers ; Colin Campbell of Kilbride,

Esq., and from the burgh of Inverary, Captain John Campbell, ruling elders. From
the Presbytery of Lorn, Mr James Stevenson at Ardchattan, ]\Ir James Campbell
at Kilbrandon, ministers ; James Campbell of St Germains, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Mull, Mr John M'Lean at Kilninian, Mr Archibald Campbell at Mor-
vern, ministers ; Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochnell, ruling elder. From the Pres-
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bytery of Dunlcelcl, Mr John Hamilton at Kenmorc, Mr Alexander M'Lagan at

Little Dunkeld, Mr Adam Fergusson at Moulin, Mr Thomas Mann at Dunkeld, mi-
nisters ; His Grace James Dukeof Atholl, Patrick Small of Lianoch, and Mr Alex-
ander Murray of Ladywell, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Perth, Mr James
Mercer at Aberdalgie, Mr Andrew Schaw at St Madoes, Mr John Moncrieff at

Rhind, Mr Alexander Mair at Forteviot, ministers; Mr Robert Craigie of Glen-
doig, and Mr Alexander Belches of Invermay, ruling elders ; and from the burgh of

Perth, the Lord Monzie, and Patrick Crce, late provost of Perth. From the Pres-

bytery of Stirling, Mr William Campbell at Alva, Mr James Mackie at St Ninian's,

Mr William Rennet at Denny, ministers; William Stirling .n Herbertshire, and
from the burgh of Stirling, Robert Banks, merchant there, ruling elders. From the

Presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr Alexander Murray at Foulis, Mr yEneas Schaw at

Comrie, Mr William Moncrieff at Blackford, ministers ; Mr James Graham of Dam-
side, ruHng elder. From the Presbytery of Dunblane, Mr Michael Potter at Kippcn,
Mr Finlay Fergusson at Balquliidder, ministers; and Sir James Campbell of

Aberuchill, Bart., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Robert
Stark at Torryburn, Mr Robert Steedman at Beith, Mr David Hunter at Saline,

ministers; Colonel John Erskine of Carnock; from the burgh of Dunfermline, Lord
Marquis of Tweeddale ; from the burgh of Culross, Mr Alexander Boswell, younger
of Auchinleck ; and from the burgh of Inverkeithing, Mr John Cunningham of Bal-

bougie, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Kirkaldy, Mr John Affleck at Auch-
terderran, Mr Robert Balfour at Ballingrie, Mr Robert Young at Leslie, ministers

;

Mr Hugh Murray of Melgum; from the burgh of Kirkaldy, Dr Robert Hay of

Strowie ; and from the burgh of Dysart, Mr George Irvine of Newton, ruling

ciders. From the Presbytery of Cupar, Mr William Thomson at Flisk, Jlr George
Gillespie at Strathmiglo, ]Mr George Anderson at Dunbog, Mr Patrick Max-
ton at Auchtermuchty, ministers ; Alexander Earl of Leven, James M'Gill of

Rankeillor ; and from the burgh of Cupar, Commissary James Leslie, ruling el-

ders. From the Presbytery of St Andrews, Mr James Haddow, Principal of the

New College of St Andrews, !Mr Thomas Tullideph, Principal of St Leonard's

College, there, Mr John Cook at St Monance, Mr Alexander Walker at Kem-
back, ministers; James Fcrnic, late Dean of Guild of St Andrews, Bailie Robert

Waddel in Kilrenny; for the burgh of St Andrews, Patrick Lindsay, Esq., ruling

elders ; and from the University' of St Andrews, Mr Archibald Campbell, Professor

of Church History there. From the Presbytery of Meigle, Mr James Ramsay at

Bendochy, Mr Lawrence Brown at Lintrathen, Mr John Robertson at Alyth, mi-

nisters; and Thomas Gibson of Muirton, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of For-

far, Mr Hugh Maxwell at Forfar, Mr John Martin at Oathlaw, ministers ; and John
Donaldson of Invereighty, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dundee, Mr William

Thomson at Strathmartin, Mr Thomas Randall at Inchture, Mr Thomas Donaldson

at Liff, ministers ; and Bailie John Jobson of Dundee, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Aberbrothwick, Mr Robert Trail at Panbride, Mr Robert Preston at Ar-

birlot, ministers; and Bailie James Doig, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Bie-

chin, Mr John Cooper at Montrose, Mr James Beattie at Marytoun, Mr Robert

Stephen at Craig, ministers ; and Bailie Muirison of Montrose, ruling elder. Frora

the Presbytery of Fordoun, Mr James Douglas at Arbuthnot, Mr William Arnot at

Bervie, Mr Anthony Dow at Fettercairn, ministers; Mr Burnet, younger of Mon-
boddo, and from the burgh of Bervie, Mr Alexander Arbuthnot of Knox, ruling

elders. From the Presbytery of Aberdeen, Mr John Lumsden, Professor of Divinity

hi the King's College of Aberdeen, Mr James Nicolsou at Banchory, Mr Alexander

Shanks at Drumoak, Mr Archibald Napier at Maryculter, ministers; Mr William

Chalmers, Provost of Aberdeen, Mr William Grant, His Majesty's Solicitor, ruling^

elders ; from the King's College, Mr George Chalmers, Principal there, and from the

Marischal College, Mr James Chalmers, Professor of Divinity there. From the Pres-

bytery of Kincardine-O'Neil, Mr John M'Innesat Crathy, Mr Alexander Garden at

Birss, Mr George Shepherd at Aboyne, ministers; and Sir Arthur Forbes of Craigie-

var, Baronet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Alford, jNIr William Miln at

Kildrinmiv, Mr Patrick Reid at CUtt, Mr Theodore Gordon at Kinnethmont, mini
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sters. From the Presbytery of Ellon, Mr James Burnet at Ellon, Mr John Rose at

Logic, ministers ; and the Lord Strichen, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Garioch, Mr Francis Downie at Kemnay, Mr George Gordon at Bourtie, JNlr James
Darling at Kintore, ministers ; Lord Drumore, and from the burgh of Kintore, Mr
James Ei-skine of Grange, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Deer, Mr James
Leslie at St Fergus, Mr William Hay at Crimond, Mr James Walker at I'eterhead,

ministers. From the Presbytery of Turriff, Mr Thomas Scott at Fyvie, Mr William

Milne at Inverkeithny, ministers ; Mr David Bannerman, probationer, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Fordyce, Mr Walter Morison at Deskford, Mr James Ander-
son at Boyndie, ministers ; and Robert Stewart, Provost of Banff, and from the burgh

of Cullen, Mr Charles Hope-Vere of Craigiehall, ruling elders. From the Presbytery

of Strathbogie, Mr Thomas Fairbairn at Gartly, Mr Patrick Gordon at Rliynie, mi-

nisters ; and Mr William Duff of Crombie, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Aberlour, Mr Alexander Eraser at Inveraven, Mr Hugh Grant at Knockando, mini-

sters; and the I^ord Elchies, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Abernethy, jSIr

William Blair at Kingussie, Mr George Grant at Kirkmichael, ministers ; and Ludo-
vick Grant, younger of Grant, ruling eldsr. FVom the Presbytery of Elgin, Mr
William Dougal at New Spynie, Mr John Bawar at Duffus, ministers ; and Ludovick.

Dunbar of Westfield, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Forres, Mr John Squire

at Forres, Mr Robert Dunbar at Dyke, ministers ; and Mr James Erodie of Whit-

hill, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Inverness, Mr Robert Thomson at Kirk-

hill, Mr James Leslie at Moy, ministers; and Duncan Forbes of Culloden, Esq., Lord
President of the Court of Session, and from the burgh of Inverness, John Hossack,

Provost thereof, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Chanonry, Mr John Monro
at Suddj', Mr John' Robertson at Killearnan, ministers; and Mr Alexander Gordon of

Ardeoch, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Tain, Mr Hugh Munro at Tain, Mr
John M'Arthur at Logie Easter, ministers; and Mr John Gordon, younger of Inver-

gordon, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dingwall, Mr Thomas Chisholm at

Kilmorack, Mr James Eraser at Alness, ministers ; Mr Albert Munro of Coull, and
from the burgh of Dingwall, Sir Robert Munro of Foulis, Baronet, ruling elders.

From the Presbytery of Abertarff, Mr John Stewart at Kilmanivaig, minister ; and
Alexander Fraser of Balnairi, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Skye, Mr Archi-

bald M'Queen at Snizort, Mr Daniel M'Auiay at Bracadale, ministers. From the

Presbytery of Gairloch, Mr iEneas Sage at Lochcarron, Mr ^neas M'Auiay at Ap-
plecross, ministers. From the Presbytery of Dornoch, Mr Robert Kirk at Dornoch,

Mr John Sutherland at Golspie, ministers ; and Andrew M'Culloch, bailie and mcr-

, chant in Dornoch, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Tongue, Mr Walter Ross at

Tongue, Mr Murdoch M'Donald at Diurness, ministers; and George Lord Reay, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Caithness, Mr James Oswald at Dunnet, Mr Alexander
Oliphant at Bower, ministers ; and the Lord Murkle, ruling elder. From the Presby-

tery of Kirkwall, Mr John Ballantyne at South Ronaldshay, Mr Thomas Galloway
at Deerness, ministers ; and James Earl of Morton, ruling elder. From the Presby-

tery of Zetland, Mr William Maxwell at Dunrossness, Mr William Archibald at Unst,

ministers ; and Captain James Craigie, merchant in Lerwick, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Mr John Thorbnrn at Kirknewton, Mr John Goudie,

Professor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, Mr James Bannatyne at Edin-

burgh, Mr John Glen there, Mr George Gibson at Colinton, Mr George Fordyce

at Corstorphinc, ministers ; John Osburn, late Provost of Edinburgh, Mr Alexander

Nisbet of Northfield, Mr James Davidson of Haltrie, ruling elders. From the City

of Edinburgh, Bailie Charles Hope, merchant, and Convener George Cunningham,

surgeon. From the University of Edinburgh, Mr Patrick Cuming, Professor of

Church History there. From the Scottish Church of Campvere, Mr James Yair, mi-

nister ; and Archibald M'Auiay, Lord Conservator of the Scottish Privileges there.

From the Presbytery of Linlithgow, Mr James Nasmith at Dalmeny, Mr Robert Dal-

gleish at Linlithgow, Mr Robert Boyd at M uiravonsidc, Mr Patrick Bennet at Pol-

mont, ministers ; the Earl of Buchan and the Lord Napier, ruling elders. From
the burgh of Linlithgow, the Lord Toi-phichen. From the burgh of Quecnsferry, the

i

Laird of Dundas. From the Presbytery of Biggar, Mr John Thomson at Liberton,
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Mr Andrew Richardson at Brougliton, ministers ; Mr John Dickson, younger of
Kilbucho, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr Alexander Coupar at

Traquair, Mr Alexander Robertson at Eddlcston, ]SJr Alexander Duncan at Traquair,

ministers; Alexander Williamson of Chapelhill, ruling elder. From the burgh of

Peebles, Baron Clerk. From the Presbytery of Dalkeith, Mr David Lindsay at Cock-
pen, Mr William Smith at Cranston, Mr James Primi'ose at Crichton, ministers; the

Lord Arniston and Mr Robert Dundas, younger of Arniston, ruling elders. From
the Presbytery of Haddington, Mr Archibald Lundie at Salton, Mr John Cuming
at Humbie, Mr Archibald Blair at Garvald, ministers ; Alexander Hamilton of Pen-
caitland, Esq., and from the burgh of Haddington, Mr Charles Cockburn, advocate.

Provost thereof, and Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Northberwick, for the burgh of North-

berwick, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Dunbar, Mr John Cluny at White-

kirk, Mr John Lundie at Oldhamstocks, ministers ; Mr Thomas Hamilton, advocate,

and from the burgh of Dunbar, Ludovick Cant of Thurston, ruling elders. From the

Presbytery of Dunse, Mr James Lawrie at Langton, Mr Robert Monteilh at Long-
formacus, ministers ; William Earl of Home, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Chirnside, Mr Robert Park at Fouldcn, Mr Robert Waugh at Hutton, Mr James
Allan at Eyemouth, ministers ; Mr John Stewart, advocate, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Kelso, Mr James Ramsay at Kelso, Mr Charles Baxter at Sprouston,

ministers ; Mr Charles Binning of Pilmore, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Jedburgh, Mr John Gilchrist at Bedrule, Mr Robert Bell at Crailing, Mr James
Winchester at Jedburgh, ministers ; the Lord Minto, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Earlston, Mr John Bell at Gordon, Mr David Duncan at Stow, ministers
;

Robert Kennedy of Greenknow, and from the burgh of Lauder, the Earl of Lauder-
dale, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Selkirk, Mr William Bannatyne at Yarrow,
Mr Henry Erskine at Roborton, ministers; Mr Andrew Ker of Kippilaw, and from
the burgh of Selkirk, Gideon Schaw of Lauriston, ruling elders. From the Presbytery

of Middlebie, Mr Robert Malcolm at Ewes, Mr James Garth at Graitney, ministers;

Mr Robert Scot of Burnhead, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Loehmaben, Mr
John Allan at Kirkmichael, Mr John Irvine at Wamphray, Mr John Nimmo at John-
ston, ministers; Mr William Kirkpatrick of Ellisland, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Penpont, Mr Simon Riddel at Tinron, Mr William Moodie at Glencairn,

ministers ; Alexander Ferguson of Craigdarroch, ruling elder. From the Presbytery

of Dumfries, Mr Robert Wight at Dumfries, Mr Andrew Beveridge at Carlaverock,

Mr John Dickie at Dunscore, ministers ; Charles Erskine of Tinvvald, Esq., Lord Ad-
vocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Robert Donaldson
at Balmaclellan, Mr John Lament at Kelton, INIr Nathaniel M'Kie at Crossmichael,

ministers ; Sir Thomas Gordon of Earlston, Baronet, and from the burgh of Kirk-

cudbright, Alexander Gordon of Carleton, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of

Wigton, Mr James Maitland at Sorbie, Mr William Campbell at Kirkinner, ministers
;

Dr Alexander Martin, Physician, and from the burgh of Whithorn, Bailie Hugh
Hathorn, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Stranraer, Mr James Tweeddale at

Glenlucc, Mr Thomas IMuttcr at Leswalt, ministers ; Mr Andrew M'Dowal of King-
seat, advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Ayr, Mr John Hunter at Ayr,

Mr John Steel at Cumnock, Mr George Reid at Ochiltree, Mr John Steel at Stair,

Mr Hugh Hamilton at Girvan, ministers ; Colonel William Dalrymple of Glenmore,
and INIr James BoswcU of Auchinleck, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Irvine,

]\Ir Andrew Cuming at Largs, Mr John Adam at Kilbride, Mr Malcolm Brown at

Kilmarnock, ministers ; Hugh M'Bride of Baidland, and from the burgh of Irvine,

John Earl of Glasgow, ruling elders. IVom the Presbytery of Paisley, Mr Robert

Mitchell at Paisley, Mr William Pollock at Kilellan, ilr'John Warner at Kilbarchan,

ministers ; Sir John Maxwell of Pollock, Baronet, and from the burgh of Renfrev^r,

Archiliald Campbell of Elderslie, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Hamilton,

Mr John Scott at Stonchouse, Mr James Millar at Ha.iiilton, Mr Thomas Cleland at

Cambusnethan, ministers; JohnMuirhcadof Braidisholm, Esq., ruling elder. From the

Presbvteiy of Lanark, Mr John Orr at Lanark, Mr John Wilson at Carstairs, Mr Wil-

liam Hamilton at Douglas, ministers ; Sir James Lockhart of Carstairs, Baronet, and

Alexander Wilson, tow u-clcrk of Lanark, ruling ciders. From the Presbytery of Glas-

I



1740, OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 659

gow, Mr John Hamilton at Barony Kirk, Mr John Warden at Campsie, ]\Ir William
Fleming at Kirkintulloch, ministers ; John Orr of Borrowfield, from the city of
Glasgow, Archibald Hamilton, merchant, rnling elders. From the University of

Glasgow, Mr Neil Campbell, Principal of the College of Glasgow ; from the burgh
of Rutherglen, Mr James Bogle, Remembrancer in Exchequer, ruling elders. From
the Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr John M' Alpin at Arroquhar, Mr George Sinclair at

Balfron, Mr George Buchanan at Drymen, ministers; William Cuninghanie of Bal-

lindalloch, and from the burgh of Dumbarton, Commissary Smollet, ruling ciders

;

to be commissioners of this General Assembly, to the effects after mentioned ; with

power to the said commissioners or their quorum, &c. (The Act proceeds in the

same terms as those of the immediately preceding years.)

VII.

Sess. 10, May 19, 1740.— Cominission to some Ministers and Rnlinp Elders for lie-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Manaying his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby commission and appoint the Rev. Mr George
Logan, minister of the Gospel at Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee
of this Assembly', for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, for pro-

moting the knowledge of true religion, suppressing of Popery and profanity, and for

managing the royal bounty given for these ends, according to, and in terms of, his

Majesty's grant to this Assembly, and the 6th Act of the late Assembly, and whole
Acts therein mentioned, and in Acts formerly made and referred to in the connnissions

granted to former committees ; any seven of the persons above named are declared to

be a quorum, whereof some to be ministers ; but it is hereby appointed, that at the
quarterly meeting of the said committee, to be held after the rising of the Commis-
sion in August next, when the scheme or establishment of missionaries for the year
ensuing shall be a])proved and determined, nine ministers and five ruling elders at

least shall be a quorum ; and the said committee are appointed to have their meetings
at Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, the last Thursday of every month, at three o'clock in the afternoon, and also

the first lawful day after the adjournment of the four stated diets of the Commission of
the General Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except when it falls to be Friday or
Saturday, and then the meeting is to be on the Monday following next thereafter, at

the said hour ; with ])owcr to the said committee to adjourn themselves to such times
and places as they shall find most convenient and needful ; and they are to keep a
correspondence with the Commission of the General Assembly, and the Society for

Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their committee of directors, and take their

advice and assistance. And the General Assembly do, by these presents, nominate
the said Mr William Grant, Advocate, his Majesty's Solicitor, and Procurator for the

Church, to be receiver of the foresaid royal bounty, and to pay out the same, as he
shall be directed and ordered by the said committee, and according to their rules

;

and the said committee are appointed to examine the accounts of the distribution of
the said royal bounty, and lay the same before the Lords ComTuissioners of his Ma-
jesty's Treasury, or Barons of his Majesty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their

diligence to the General Assembly, to whom they are to be accountable ; and it is

agreed, that no person once employed, and inserted in the scheme, shall be struck out
thereof for that year but by the quorum of ai least nine ministers and five ruling

elders ; and in case any complaint shall be made against any of them on the scheme,
it shall not be determined at the first ordinary meeting that the same is offered, but
shall lie on the table till another meeting ; and, in the meantime, the person complained
of, and the Presbytery of the bounds wherein he officiates, shall be acquainted ofsuch
a complaint, and those concerned be required to send the said committee a just ac-

count of the matter against the said next meeting. And it is further appointed, that

after the yearly scheme of missionaries on the royal bounty is settled, in manner
above directed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Presbyteries concerned, such



660 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1740.

Presbyteries shall send up to the said committee their answer to these letters, at

furthest, with their commissioners to the General Assembly, if the same be not got

done sooner ; and the committee, at their meeting in May, shall name a sub-commit-

tee of their number, for preparing the next year's scheme, who are to lay their draught

thereof before the said meeting, immediately after the Commission in August.

VIII.

Sess. 10, Mai/ 19,1740.

—

Actfor the Maintenance ofMr Nicodemus Bieniaszeuski,

Student in Divinityfrom Lithuania.

Whereas the General Assembly of the Church of Scodand did, by their Act dated

the 22d May 1736, appoint the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, the Synod of Merse

and Teviotdale, and the Synod of Fife, to pay their Synodical burse, and the Synod
of Glasgow to pay their Presbyterial burse, towards the maintaining of Mr Andrew
Kurnatousky, the late Lithuanian bursar, for the space of four years immediately suc-

ceeding Martinmas 1735.

And whereas the Synod of Lithuania, in consequence of the Assembly's resolution,

dated the 23d of May 1738, did, in September last, send hither Mr Nicodemus

Bieniaszeuski to succeed as bursar to the said Mr Kurnatousky for the next four years

thereafter.

And whereas it is reasonable and equal that the said public burden should be laid

upon the several Syncjds in their turns ; therefore, the General Assembly, conform to

the overture and opinion of the Commission of the late General Assembly, dated the

15th of November last, did, and hereby do, appoint the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr,

the Synod of Dumfries, and the Synod of Galloway, to pay their Synodical burse,

and the Presbytery of Ayr to pay their Presbyterial burse, towards the maintaining

the said Mr Bieniaszeuski, the present Lithuanian bursar, for the space of four years

immediately succeeding Martinmas 1739; and they further appoint the moderators

of the said Presbyteries for the current half year to collect, each in his own Presby-

tery, the first year's proportion of the said burse, and send in the same to the general

collector of the said bursary, the one half of the said year's burse at or before the

quarterly meeting of the Commission in August next, and the other half thereof at

the quarterly meeting of the Commission in November next ; and that the moderators

of the said Presbyteries lor the half-year after Martinmas next collect and send, in

like manner, the said half-year's burse at the quarterly meeting of the Commission

in March next, or, at furthest, before the Whitsunday thereafter ; and so on termly, at

]\Iartinnias aiitl Whitsunday, yearly thereafter, for the space of the above said four

years. And the Assembly do instruct and empower their Commission to take special

care of the premises; and remit to the said Commission to name a proper person to

be general collector of the said bursaries.

IX.

Sess. nit., May 20, 1740.

—

Act appointiny the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, in the year 1741.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing of the 102d Psalm,

from the 13th to the 17th vei-ses, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

(There follows in the original edition an Overture concerning the Licensing of

Probationers. See 1741 and 1742. There is also appended to this an Overture
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concerning the Form of a Licence to Probationers, same as that transmitted in 1724,
and which is given at p. 569.

—

Ed. 1843.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 14, 1741.

I.

Sess. 1, Mat/ 14, 1741.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven
produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assemblj', &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 14, 1741.— Tlie Kings most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to tiiem by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 16, 1741.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter,

Maj it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 23, 1741.

—

Act and Recommendation for the observation of a Fast within

the Bounds of the several Presbyteries of this Church.

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration, and being deeply
affected with the distressed state of the land, by reason of the scarcity and famine we
are groaning under; the dangerous and expensive war we are engaged in; with many
other tokens of the Lord's wrath against us ; and all these justly inflicted by a right-

eous God, for our many sins, grievous backshdings, and provocations, did judge it their

duty speedily to call {persons of all ranks to humble themselves before the Lord, ac-

knowledging our transgressions, and flying, hy faith and repentance, to the blood of

Jesus Christ, that a merciful God may, for his sake, pity us, and not give us over to

the will of our enemies abroad, nor consume us with famine and other judgments at

home : Therefore, the Assembly did, and hereby do, recommend to, and appoint all the

several Presbyteries, at their first meeting, to fix upon a day most expedient for their

respective bounds ; and that this day be, at least, within the month of June next ; and
that where Presbyteries lie at such a distance as this Act cannot reach them before

their first meeting, that the moderator shall call a Presbytery for this eflriect, and ap-

point a day with all convenient speed : That Presbyteries consider not only the

general causes, but the particular sins most prevalent among them, that they may be
confessed and mourned over before the Lord ; and all persons be called to repentance,

and amendment of heart and way, as they would escape, through the Lord's mercy,

the judgments hanging over our heads, and heavier strokes being yet inflicted.
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V.

174L

Sess. 9, Mai/ 23, 1741.— Commission to some Ministers atid Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.
Mr James Kamsay, minister of the Gospel at Kelso, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a
committee, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as that of last year.)

VI.

Sess, 9j May 23, 1741.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration that there are divers affairs

which they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.

Mr James Ramsay, minister at Kelso, their Moderator, &c. ; to be commissioners to

this General Assemblj', to the effects after mentioned ; with power, &c. (The Act
jirocceds in the same terms as that of the immediately preceding years, and no change

takes place for a long period.)

VII.

Sess. ult., May 25, 1741.— Congratulatory Address to his Majesty, upon occasion of
taking the Forts near Carthagena,

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and ciders of the

Church of Scotland, met in a National Assembly, beg leave, with hearts full of joy

and thankfulness to Almighty God, to approach your sacred person, to congratuhue

your Majesty on the successful progress of your arms against your insolent enemies,

the Spaniards ; and, particularly, on the late signal victory obtained at Carthagena

;

in which there appear evident marks of the powerful interposition of the good pro-

vidence of God, in favour of your Majesty and these kingdoms, by protecting your

fleet, under the command of the brave and victorious Admiral Vernon, and by ani-

mating your sailors and soldiers with uncommon courage and resolution, which gives

us the agreeable prospect that this may be a means of further advancing the glory

of your Majesty's reign, by humbling the hearts of your haughty enemies, and pro-

curing a specdv, honourable, and lasting peace, which may secure the rights and pri-

vileges, the trade and navigation, ofyour subjects, and prevent the further effusion of

human blood.

May God long preserve your Majesty to promote the good of mankind, to be the

guardian of the peace and liberties of Europe, and of all the valuable rights and pri-

vileges of your subjects, and to be the protector of the Protestant interest at home
and abroad. May he bless their Royal llighnessos the Prince and Princess of Wales,

the Duke, the Princesses, the issue of the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all your

royal family ! That God may continue to direct your councils, and prosper your arms,

•watch over you while abroad, and return you with safety and honour to these your

dominions; and that, after your Majesty hath been long honoured to be an instru-

ment of doing great good upon earth, you may be crowned with everlasting happi-

ness, is, and shall be, the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the

National Assembly of the Church wf Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Ramsay, Moderator,



1741. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 663

VIII.

Sess. uU., May 25, 1741.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in this

place, upon the first Thursday of May next, being the 6th day of the said month, in
the year 1742.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing of the I33d
Psalm throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

May 23, 1741.

—

Overture about the Manner of Purging of Scandals.*

There was brought in to the General Assembly, from their committee for over-

tures, an overture for establishing an uniform rule for deciding in cases of scandal

;

which being read, the General Assembly recommend to the several Presbyteries to

consider the rules already set down in the Form of Process, or other Acts made upon
that subject ; and send their opinion to the next General Assembly upon what relates

to the manner of purging of scandals.

3fay 23, 1741.

—

Overture about Members of Inferior Judicatories judging in Superior
Courts.^

,. An overture, brought in from the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, havino- been
yesterday transmitted from the committee for overtures, was this day again called for

and read ; and after being reasoned upon at full length, the General Assembly trans-

mitted the same to the several Synods and Presbyteries of this National Church,
that they may send their opinions thereupon to the next General Assembly. The
tenor whereof follows :

—

I Edinburgh, May 7, 1741.

The Provincial Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale do unanimously agree, that such
of their number as are members of the ensuing (ieneral Assembly shall represent to

the venerable Assembly, That there appears to this Synod many obvious incon-
veniences attending the present practice of this Church, whereby the members of in-

ferior judicatories are considered as parties before the Superior Courts, when any
cause in which they have given judgment comes to be viewed upon an appeal ; and
seeing this is likewise contrary to the practice of all other courts, this Synod humbly
move. That the Assembly shall take this matter under their consideration, and trans-

mit an overture to the several Presbyteries, that they may give their opinion as to the

proposed alteration.

May 25, 1741.— Overture fur an Act concerning Licensing of Probationers for the

holy Ministry.^

* It does not appear that this overture led to any subsequent proceedings.

t This overture was not passed. The subject was revived In I 7j4, and an overture again transmit-

ted, but not passed. It was again revived in 1771, and an overture transmitted lor several years, but

no enactment took place

—

Ed. 1843.

f An enlarged, and more matured overture, on this subject, was brought forward in the following year,

and passed into an interim Act. (See Act Gth, Assembly, 1742.)

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 6, 1742.

I.

Sess, 1, Mai/ 6, 1742.

—

The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 6, 1742.— Tlie Kinrfs most qracinus Letter to the General Assembli/,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

ISess, 3, Blay 8, 1742.— The General Assembly s Answer to the Kings most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3. May 8, 1742.

—

Aet disjoininrj the Presbytery of Lomj-lsland, and ereeting the

same into two distinct Presbyteries.

There was transmitted to the Gener.il Assembly of the Church of Scotland, from

their committee for bills, a scheme prepared by the Presbytery of Long-Island^ upon

a recommendation of the Synod of Glenelg, who had consented to the disjunction of

the said Presbytery, and erecting the same into two distinct Presbyteries. And the

General Assembly having heard the said scheme read over, with the opinion of the

committee for bills thereupon, did, and hereby do, according thereto, disjoin the

parishes of Lochs, Stornoway, Bai-vas, and Uig, from the Presbytery of Long-Island,

and do erect these four parishes into a Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of

Lewis and to have their meetings for ordinary at Carlway ; and did, and hereby do,

erect the parishes of Harris, North Uist, South Uist, and Barra, into another Presby-

tery, to be called the Presbytery of Uist, and to have their ordinary meetings at

Carinish • and that the Presbytery of Lewis shall, at the first meeting after their

erection, appoint the ministers of Stornoway and Uig for that year as their corre-

spondents ; and, at their first meeting in the ensuing year, the ministers of Lochs and

Barvas and so on, in all succeeding years, by turns to attend the meeting of the Pres-

bytery of Uist, at Scarista in Harris, when, upon any emergency, they shall be called

to meet with them there ; and do appoint that the Presbytery of Uist, in like manner,

appoint the ministers of Harris and Barra for the first year, and the ministers of North

and South Uists for the next year, and so on, in all subsequent years, by turns, as

correspondents, to attend the meetings of the Presbytery of Lewis, at Scarista in

Harris, as the importance of any affair depending before them shall require ; and that

each of these Presbyteries have right to be represented in the General Assembly j

and the Assembly do authorise the Synod of Glenelg to appoint the time of the first

meetin"- of the above mentioned Presbyteries of Uist and Lewis. And the Asscmhly
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declare these Presbyteries to have the same powers and privileges which any other
Presbytery have, by the Word of God and constitution of this Church.

V.

Sess. 9, Mat/ 15, 1742.

—

Actfor the better Attendance of Members on the Commission

of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly do enjoin the several Presbyteries to the observance of the

6th Act of Assembly, 1703, and the 6th and loth Acts, 1705, " For the better Attend-
ance of Members on the Meetings of the Commission ;" and that the Presbyteries read
over these Acts at their first meetings after the Assembly, and enjoin the observation

of them on their members ; and that the Presbyteries, after every quarterly meeting
of the Commission, take account of the attendance of their members, and to inquire

into the reasons or excuses of such as have not attended, and to censure them who
have been absent without sufficient cause.

VI.

Sess, 10, May 17, 1742, ante meridiem.—Act and Ovei'ture about the Manner of
Licensing Probationers.

*

The General Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the danger that

ariseth to this Church, and to the souls of people, by licensing any to preach the

Gospel who are not duly qualified, according to the rules laid down in the Holy Scrip-

tures ; and considering that the several Acts made by former General Assemblies lie

so scattered in many separate articles, at great distance from one another, that the

directions therein given are in danger of being overlooked by Presbyteries : There-
fore, the General Assembly renew all former Acts, and strictly ordain them to be
observed by Presbyteries in all time coming, in manner following, viz. :

—

\mo. That no Presbytery admit any person to probationary trials but such as are

found to be of good report, of sufficient learning, sound principles, of a pious, sober,

grave, and prudent behaviour, and of a peaceable disposition, and well affected to the

government in Church and State ; and of whom they have sufficient grounds to con-
ceive that they shall be useful and edifying in the Church ; and that careful inquiry
be made thereanent ; and that, without respect of persons, such as arc esteemed to be
light and vain in their behaviour, imprudent, proud, worldly-minded, or unacquainted
with the power of practical godliness, be kept back from that sacred work.

2do, That none be admitted to trials, in order to be licensed, but such as have
attended the profession of divinity for six years, or have closely followed the study of

divinity and of the languages for that space, at least, after they have passed their full

course of philosophy at the College ; and that the usual school degrees be inquired

after, and made proficiency therein, in case their circumstances did not allow them to

attend the profession ; though it were to be desired they should attend the profession

of divinity much of that time. But this shall not be extended to students having the

Irish language, providing, that before any Presbytery license such students within

six years, they first consult the Synod of the bounds.
itio, The General Assembly, considering the reproach that may be brought on re-

ligion in general, and particularly on this Church, by the unworthy behaviour of

such as follow the study of divinity, do earnestly recommend to the Presbyteries,

professors of divinity, and ministers and members of this Church, to keep a watchful

eye on such students during the said six years. And, further, that when any stu-

dent comes to attend the profession of divinity in any university, he shall produce to

the Professor, and to the minister of the parish where he is to reside during the

• This interim Act and Overture, although transmitted to Presbyteries for several successive years, does

not appear to have bpen passed into a standing law. An Overture similar to the above was again brought

forward in 1777, and ultimately enacted in 1782 Ed. 1843.

4 P
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time of his attendance on the profession, a testimonial from the minister from whence
he comes ; and, when he leaves the profession, he shall carry back testimonials from
the minister of the parish, of his grave and suitable behaviour becoming his character,

and from the Professor, testifying the same ; and also his regular attendance on the

diets of the profession, and the time he has attended. And when any Professor of
Divinity shall think fit to recommend a student, in order to probationary trials, his

testimonials shall bear not only his proficiency in his studies, but his judgment of his

moral and Christian character ; and that, in his opinion, such an one may be useful

and edifying in the work of the ministry, on producing whereof, the Presbytery,

after due consideration, shall admit him or not, as they shall see cause.

4to, The General Assembly do appoint and ordain, that no Presbytery admit any'

student to probationary trials, except such as have resided within their bounds for

the space of six years, or do produce to them sufficient testimonials from the Presby-
teries in whose bounds they have lived, or for the most part resided, expressly, that

it is the desire of these Presbyteries that these students should be entered upon
trials. And such students as come from abroad shall produce satisfying testimonials

from the professors under whom they studied, and the time of their being abroad
shall be accounted a part of the said six years ; but none of these students shall be
entered upon trials for the space of a whole year after they come to Scotland.

5to, When any student is proposed to a Presbytery, in order to be taken on trials,

the proposal shall lie on the table till the next ordinary meeting, before they give

judgment therein, that diligent inquiry may be made, and information had concern-

ing the said student's qualifications and behaviour ; and the Presbytery shall be
alone both when the proposal is made and judged on. And the General Assembly
recommends to all students to take all opportunities of cultivating an acquaintance

with the ministers of the Presbytery where they reside ; and, particularly, during
the said interval, they are hereby appointed to attend such of the ministers as shall

desire to discourse with them in private.

6lo, When the Presbytery, after serious inquiry and mature deliberation, shall

agree to take the proposed candidate on trials, before his entry thereto, the General
Assembly appoints them, by themselves, or a committee of their number, to take a
private and previous trial ot the progress he has made in the Latin, Greek, and He-
brew languages ; in the study of philosophy, and his knowledge in divinity, theoreti-

cal, polemical, and practical, es})ecially such points as shall be matter of the present

debates and controversies ; his acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures, and what im-
pression he has of religion on his own soul ; his knowledge of the constitution of the

primitive Christian Church, and also of our own, and of the government and disci-

pline thereof; and of his spiritual wisdom to deal with the several sorts of persons he
may have to do with, namely, Atheists, despisers of religion, careless and secure per-

sons, weak and tender consciences, and others, wherein the great difficulty of the

pastoral charge lies ; and, particularly, anent his ends and intentions in entering up-
on the preaching of the Gospel ; and that they appoint three or four of their num-
ber for managing the said trials. And the General Assembly further appoint the

several Presbyteries concerned to take special care that these trials be not managed
in an overly and superficial manner, but as in the sight of God and our Lord Jesus

Christ, the alone King and Head of his Church ; and either to reject or delay to

further trial such as are found not sufficiently qualified.

Imo, The General Assembly appoints the same method to be observed, and trials

to be taken in all the above particulars, before any Presbytery recommend a student

to pass trials in another Presbytery; and that the student so recommended shall

not be entered on trials in any other Presbytery, until he has resided at least

half a year within their bounds.

8vo, The General Assembly do also appoint and ordain that, the above space of

sL^c years being expired, and testimonials produced, and previous trials taken in

manner above directed, the Presbytery, before they prescribe any part of public

trials, shall write letters to all the Presbyteries within the bounds of the Synod, three

months at least before the sitting of the Synod, acquainting them with their de-

sign ; and, at the next meeting of the Synod, they shall also acquaint the Synod

I
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thereof, and obtain their special advice and judgment in that particular; and that
the members of the said Presbytery and Synod may be ripely advised thereanent,

the General Assembly appoints the said letters to be duly and carefully transmitted

to the several Presbyteries, and that intimation thereof be publicly made at the
second diet of the Synod, to lie on the table till another diet, and then particular in-

quiry be made whether any person have any thing to object against the students

being entered on trials for preaching the Gospel.

9no, The General Assembly recommends to Presbyteries, that, before any student

is entered on trials, the engagements required by Act 10, Assembly, 1711, of such as

are to be licensed, be read to them ; and that the Presbytery take promise of them
that they vcill subscribe to and punctually obsei-ve the same, in case the Presbytery

see cause to license them ; and that this promise be recorded in their books.

IQmo, The General Assembly appoints the public probationary trials of students,

who are to be licensed probationers, to be these following, viz. : Imo, The public cate-

chetic trials to be renewed in presence of the Presbytery on all the heads mentioned
in the previous trials, and that previously to all the other parts of public trials; 2do,

A homily in English on a Scripture text ; 3tio, An exegesis in Latin, on a contro-

verted head of divinity, and sustaining a thesis and dispute thereon ; Ato, An exercise

and addition ; 5to, A lecture on a large portion of Scripture ; 6to, A popular sermon
on a particular text of Scripture ; 7mo, A trial on chronology and Church history,

especially the history of our own Church. Lastly, Interpreting a portion of the Old
Testament in Hebrew, and of the New in Greek, ad aperturam lihri.

11 wo, The General Assembly judging it fit that the same method should be fol-

lowed in all Presbyteries, as to questions put to and engagements taken of proba-

tioners when licensed ; and that the said probationers should not only give sufficient

proof of their piety, literature, and other good qualifications for the sacred ministry,

but also come under the strictest engagements to r.dhere to and maintain the doc-
trine, worship, discipline, and government of this Church, do, therefore, enact and
appoint that the questions appointed by Act 10, 1711, be put to all such as pass

trials ; and, likewise, that they shall subscribe the formula set down in the said Act,

before they be licensed to preach the Gospel. And the General Assembly strictly

prohibits the licensing any person whatsoever, who shall not give explicit and satis-

fying answers to these questions, and subscribe the said formula, and discharges any
Presbytery to make use of any other questions or formula.

\2mo, When any Presbytery who, with the Synod's allowance, has entered, or who
is about to enter a student on trials, shall receive a letter fi-om any Presbytery, showing
their dissatisfaction with the student entered, or to be entered on trials, and giving

relevant grounds for the same, which they offer to verify to the Presbytery at their

next meeting, the said student shall not be licensed until the matter be tried. And
the General Assembly appoints Presbyteries who shall receive such letters anent stu-

dents, from any other Presbytery, to write a return with the first post after their meet-
ing, acquainting them of their next diet.

ISffio, The General Assembly, considering that some persons, who, upon applica-

tion to the judicatories of this Church, have not been admitted on trials, or have not

been found fit and worthy to be licensed to preach, do yet retire out of the bounds

of this Church, where they are not so well known, in order to enter upon trials, and

after they have been licensed do not recommend themselves by a holy life and mi-

nisterial conversation, to the reproach of the Church of Scotland, where they were

educated : Therefore, the General Assembly do hereby inhibit and discharge all

young men, educated in this Church, or students of divinity, to go to foreign places,

and offer themselves to trials for licence to preach the Gospel, without testimonials

and recommendations from their Presbyteries as above directed. And further, order

and appoint that no student whatsoever, coming from abroad, shall be allowed to

preach within this Church, as one of our probationers, until it appear documented

that they have followed the study of divinity for six years after their finishing their

course of philosophy, and until they undergo anew their catechelic trials, and come
under the engagements, and sign the formula appointed by the 10th Act, Assembly,
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1711, and it appear by their licence, that the said probationers have been licensed

by a regularly constituted Presbytery or classical meeting.

l4mo. For the better observation of this Act, it is particularly recommended to

the Professors of Divinity to communicate the contents thereof to their students,

in a public meeting annually, at such time in the month of January as to them seem
most convenient. And all Presbyteries and Synods are peremptorily appointed to

observe the same in all its parts. And it is strictly enjoined, that the visitors of

Presbytery-books make strict inquiry how the several Presbyteries do observe the

same.

The General Assembly do appoint, that the above overture have the force of an
Act for the space of one year from this date ; and do order that all Presbyteries shall

read this Act when they are about to take any young man on trials, and shall, in the

licences they grant, express the particular trials the candidate has passed in terms
of this Act ; and if the Presbytery shall not report any material objections or altera-

tions to the next Assembly thereupon, this Assembly are of opinion that the next
General Assembly may fitly pass the same into a standing Act.

VII,

t>ess. 10, Mai/ 17, 1742, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling
Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess, ult, May 17, 1742.— Cmyimission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal Bounty

for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.

Mr Thomas Tullideph, Principal of St Leonard's College, at St Andrews, their Mo-
derator, &c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as that of the immediately

preceding years.)

IX.

Sess. ult. May 17, 1742, post meridiem.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General

Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 12th day of that month,

in the year 1743.

The General Assembly was concluded with praj'cr, and singing of the 133d Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 12, 1743.

Sess. 1, May 12, 1743.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven pro-

duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 12, 1743.— TTie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, pre-

sented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. It is with great pleasure

and satisfaction that we reflect on the wise and prudent behaviour of the former As-
semblies of the Church of Scotland ; and as we are persuaded that you come together

with the same zeal for the glory of God, and the advancement of true religion and
piety, for the preventing the growth of Poper^', and the suppressing of vice, we most
willingly countenance this your present meeting with our royal approbation and
authority.

The steady loyalty and affection which the Church has, on all occasions, shown to

our person and government, and her firm adherence to the Protestant interest in

general, and to the cause of virtue and religion in particular, are reasons sufficient to

induce us to give fresh assurances of our resolution to protect and maintain the Church
of Scotland in the full enjoyment of all her rights and privileges, as by law established.

You may be fully assured of our readiness to concur in whatever may tend to pro-

mote true religion, suppress vice and immorality, and secure the peace and prosperity

of the Church, not doubting but that you, on your part, will sincerely endeavour, to

the utmost of your power, to do every thing that can conduce to our service and the

welfare of our people ; and that your debates and proceedings be managed with a

spirit of meekness becoming so venerable an assembly, carefully avoiding whatever

may create unhappy divisions, which are the most effectual means that the enemies of

our happiness and tranquillity can lay hold of, to disappoint the good ends for which

you are assembled.

The experience you have already had of the abilities and integrity of our right

trusty and entirely beloved cousin, Alexander Earl of Leven, of his concera for the

Church, and his zeal for our service, will, we doubt not, render our choice of him to

represent our royal person in this Assembly agreeable to you. And we are per-

suaded, that his diligence and application in the discharge of so important a trust

will be assisted and encouraged by the unanimity and dispatch with which you will

go through the several affairs that shall come under your consideration. And so we
bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 23d day of April 1743, in the sixteenth

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,
TWEEDDALE.

Directed—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator, Mini-

sters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
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III.

Sess. 3, 3fai/ 14, 1743.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The General Assembly of tins Church have been honoured with your Majesty's

most gracious letter, and acknowledjjc, with the greatest thankfulness, the countenance

you are pleased to give to our meeting at this time.

As it is with great pleasure and satisfaction we observe your Majesty's approbation

of the conduct of former Assemblies of the Church of Scotland, and the confidence

you place in us, we hope on this occasion to show the same zeal for the glory of God,
and the advancement of true religion and piety, for the preventing the growth of

Popery, and the suppressing of vice, which has appeared in former Assemblies ; and

that the proceedings of this Assembly shall likewise be favoured with your Majesty's

royal approbation.

The repeated declarations your Majesty is pleased to give of your resolution to

protect and maintain the Church of Scotland in the full enjoyment of all her rights

and privileges, as by law established, greatly encourage us to persevere in that steady

loyalty and affection to your Majesty's person and government, for which this Church
has been remarkable on all occasions ; and as we are persuaded the security of the

Protestant religion, and of our liberties, does, under God, depend on the preservation

of your Majesty's government, your Majesty may firmly rely on our unshaken loyalty,

and that we will promote the same loyal principles among the people.

The assurances your Majesty gives us at this time of your readiness to concur in

whatever may tend to promote true religion, suppress vice and immoralitj', and secure

the peace and prosperity of the Church, are extremely agreeable, and must be power-

ful motives to excite us on our part sincerely to endeavour, to the utmost of our

power, to do every thing that may promote such valuable ends, and can conduce to

your Majesty's service and the welfare of our country. We should much neglect our

true interest, and be unworthy of the character we bear, if we did not carefully avoid

whatever may create unhappy divisions, and manage our debates and proceedings

with that spirit of meekness your Majesty recommends.

We look on the continuance of your royal bounty, for promoting the knowledge of

true religion, and preventing the increase of Popery in the Highlands and Islands of

Scotland, as a fresh instance of your paternal regard, and of your generous designs

for the good and prosperity of your subjects. It shall be our care to manage this your

royal donation in such manner as may best answer the good ends proposed by your

^lajesty.

The abilities and integrity of the Earl of Leven, his zeal for your Majesty's service,

his sincere regard to the interest of this Church, and his prudent conduct in former

Assemblies, render your Majesty's choice of him to represent your royal person in this

Assembly most agreeable to us. And your Majesty may be firmly persuaded that

nothing shall be wanting on our part to assist and encourage him in the discharge of

his important trust, by going through the several affairs that shall come under our

consideration with a becoming unanimity, and all possible dispatch.

That God may abundantly bless your Majesty, and long prcsen'e you for the happi-

ness of these nations ;—that he may make your reign prosperous, direct your councils,

and render your arms successful for redressing the injuries done to your subjects, re-

storing the peace and preserving the liberties of Europe ;—that he may eminently bless

the Prince and Princess of Wales, the Duke, the Princesses, the issue of the Prince

and Princess of Wales, and all the branches of your royal family ;—that he may pro-

tect you while you are abroad, and restore you in peace and honour to your British

dominions ; and that, after a long and happy reign on earth, over a flourishing and
free people, your Majesty may inherit an immortal crown, are the sincere and hearty

prayers ot^
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May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most foithful, most obedient,
and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the National
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Robert Wallace, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 21, 1743.

—

Act and Overture about the manner of Licensing Probationers.

There was transmitted, from the committee for overtures, an overture and interim
act, passed by the General Assembly last year, with relation to the licensing of proba-
tioners, with their opinion that the same be continued in force as an Act for another
year, and that before next Assembly Presbyteries, particularly those in the High-
lands, do give their opinion on the following amendment proposed to be made thereto
viz., That there be no exception of students having the Irish language, as to the time
of their studying divinity. The General Assembly having heard the said overture
and opinion, agreed thereto in the above terms, and do enact for one year, from the
meeting of this Assembly ; and also transmit the same as an overture to the several

Presbyteries accordingly.

V.

Sess. 9, May 21, 1743.

—

Act Disjoining certain Parishes of the Presbyteries of Middle-
bie, Lochmaben, and Jedburgh, and erecting the same into two new Presbyteries, to

be called the Presbyteries of Annan and Langholm.

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from their committee for bills, the
petition of the Presbytery of Middlebie, representing that the said Presbytery con-
sists of eleven parishes, of which six are in Annandale, viz., Annan, Hoddam, Dornock,
Middlebie, Kirkpatrick, and Graitney ; the other five are in Eskdale, viz., Langholm,
Ewes, Westerkirk, Eskdalemuir, and Canonbie : That by reason of the great distance

of many of these parishes from the Presbytery seat, the badness of the roads through
mossy or marshy ground, and other inconveniences, more particularly set forth in the
said ])etition, the said Presbytery seldom meets at Middlebie, but the members were
in use to meet sometimes at Annan, Langholm, Halfmorton, and other churcher,

wandering about from one place to another, without any order, whereby a great many
difficulties and inconveniences ensued, of which the Synod of Dumfries was so sen-

sible that they advised them to meet at Annan and Langholm by turns, in winter,

and at Middlebie and Halfmorton in summer; and yet this, with all other expedients,

have been tried without effect. They therefore proposed that the six parishes in

Annandale be erected into a Presbytery, to meet at Annan; and that Cummertrees
and Ruthwell, in the Presbytery of Lochmaben, (which at present consists of fifteen

parishes,) be added to them, of which the first is two miles from Annan, and the other

four. That this will effectually remove all the hardships which affect that part of the

Presbytery ; they will have good accommodation at Annan, the remotest church is

not above six miles from it, and the road is always good. They further proposed that

the five parishes in Eskdale be erected into another Presbytery, to meet at Langholm,
(where they will have the like advantages as at Annan,) and that the parish of Castle-

ton (which at present belongs to the Presbytery of Jedburgh, where there are fifteen

parishes) be annexed to them, which will be likewise highly convenient for the mini-

ster of this parish, as he lies sixteen miles from Jedburgh, and only eight from Lang-
holm. The said petition further sets forth, that the Synods of Dumfries, and of

Merse and Teviotdale, and the Presbyteries of Lochmaben and Jedburgh, had, for

their respective concerns, consented to the aforesaid disjunctions and new erections,

as appears by extracts of their several sentences produced. The General Assembly,

having heard the said petition, and opinion of their committee for bills thereupon, and
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having had the consents of the above mentioned Presbyteries and Synods pro-

duced before them, did, and hereby do, according thereto, disjoin the six parishes in

Annandale, viz., the parishes of Annan, Hoddam, Dornock, Middlebie, Kirkpatrick,

and Graitney, from the Presbytery of Middlebie, and the parishes of Cummertrees and

Ruthwell from the Presbytery of Lochmaben, and do erect these eight parishes into

a Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Annan, and to have their meetings for

ordinary at Annan ; and did, and hereby do, disjoin the five parishes in Eskdale, viz.,

the parishes of Langholm, Ewes, VVesterkirk, Eskdalemiiir, and Canonbie, from the

said Presbytery of Middlebie, and the parish of Castleton from the Presbytery of Jed-

burgh, and do erect these six parishes into another Presbytery, to be called the Pres-

bytery of Langholm, and to have their ordinary meetings at Langholm. And the

Assembly do authorise the Synod of Dumfries, at their first meeting, to appoint the

time of the first meeting of the above mentioned Presbyteries of Annan and Lang-

holm ; and the Assembly declare these Presbyteries to have the same powers and

privileges which any other Presbytery have, by the Word of God and constitution of

,
this Church.

VI.

Sess. 10, May 23, 1743.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for

discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. 10, May 23, 1743, ante meridiem.—histruction to the Commission of the

General Assembly.

The General Assembly appoints that all questions concerning the settlement of

parishes, not already depending before this Assembly, but that may be brought be-

fore the Commission, in pursuance of a general reference, shall not be decided by
them otherwise than by appeal or reference from the Synod within which the vacant

parishes lie.

VIII,

Sess. ult, May 23, 1743, post meridiem.—Act appointing the Places of Meeting of the

Synod of Perth and Stirling.

There being presented and read to the General Assembly an Act of the Synod of

Perth and Stirling, (to whom it was remitted by last Assembly to agree upon
their stated places of meeting, and report,) appointing their ordinary fixed meetings
to be at Perth in October, and at Stirling in April, yearly, per vices, in all time com-
ing; the General Assembly, having heard the said Act, did, and hereby do, interpone

their authority thereto, and do appoint the meetings of the said Synod accordingly.

IX.

Sess. ult.. May 23, 1743, post meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Eldtrs for Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Ma-
jestfs Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.

Mr Robert Wallace, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. (The
Act proceeds in the same terms as that of the immediately preceding years.)
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X.

Sess. ult., May 23, \1^Z,post meridiem.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General
Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
in this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, in the year 1744, being the

10th day of that month.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing a part of the 122d
Psalm, from the 6th verse to the close, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

May 23, 1743.— Overture about the Manner of deciding Causes before the

Commission.*

The following overture being proposed, viz., That hereafter it be an instruction to

the Commission, that all causes brought to the Assembly by appeal directly from
Presbyteries, and not decided by the Assembly, be determined by the Commission
at their meeting in May, or otherwise be remitted to the Synod of the bounds, and
receive their judgment, from which the same may be brought to the Commission in

November or March. The General Assembly transmit the said overture to the

several Presbyteries for their opinion thereupon, which they are appointed to send
up to the next General Assembly.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 10, 1744.

Sess. 1, May 10, 1744.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl ofLeven pro-

duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 10, 1744.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly^

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 12, 1744.— The General Assembly's Anstcer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

* Tfab OTerture does not appear to have been passed into an Act.

—

Ed. 1 S4 3.

4(i



674 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1744.

IV.

Sess. 7, May 17, 1744.

—

Act appointing Preshi/teries to keep separate Records, for in-

serting Particulars relating to the Scheme for a Provision for Ministers' Hldoivs, Sfc.

The General Assembly, considering that by an Act of Parliament, passed in the 17th

year of the reign of his jiresent Majesty, King George the Second, entitled, " An Act
for Raising and Establishing a Fnnd tor a Provision for the Widows and Children of

Ministers of the Church of Scotland, and of the Heads, Principals, and Masters of

the Universities of St Andrews, Glasgow, and Edinburgh," it is, among other things,

provided, " That Presbyteries shall, from time to time, make up certain lists therein

specified ;" as also, all other lists that shall be found necessary by the trustees, which
lists are to be " attested by the moderator and clerk of every Presbytery, and trans-

mitted to the trustees' clerk residing at Edinburgh, under a certain penalty therein

mentioned :" Therefore, that the said Act of Parliament may be executed in the most

easy and effectual manner, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, appoint and
ordain every Presbytery to keep a separate register, wherein they shall record the

names and the parish churches of all the ministers, now members of their lespective

Presbyteries, with a particular account, if such ministers be married, with the dates

of their present and future marriages ; and shall also therein record the dates of their

first ordination or admission to a benefice in the Church of Scotland, the names of all

their present children, the day, month, and year of the birth of such of them as are

under the age of sixteen, the names and dates of the birth of such of their children

as shall hereafter be born ; and likewise the time of their present or future children's

death, as the same shall happen.

Further, the General Assembly hereby enjoin and ordain every Presbytery to re-

cord the names and parish churches of the several ministers, who shall hereafter be
admitted to a benefice within their bounds, with the particular dates of their respec-

tive admissions ; and an account if such ministers be married, with the dates of their

then marriages, or such of them as shall happen after their admissions; and shall also

record the several facts relating to their children in like manner, as above appointed,

with respect to ministers, now members of the Church.
The Assembly likewise hereby enjoin and ordain Presbyteries to record the time of

the deaths of ministers, as the same shall happen, with the names of their respective

widows, and also the dates of the marriages or deaths of ministers' widows, residing at

the time of their death or marriage within their bounds ; as also the dates of the se-

veral vacancies that were vacant on the 25th of March last, or which have since hap-

pened, or shall happen hereafter within their bounds, with the causes of the vacan-

cies : And in general, the Assembly hereby ordain Presbyteries to record, from time

to time, all other things that shall be found necessary by the trustees, for the more
easy execution of the said Act ; and they also ordain and appoint all the ministers now
entitled, or who shall be hereafter admitted to a benefice in the Church of Scotland, to

lodge, fi-om time to time, in the hands of the clerk of their respective Presbyteries, a

particular condescendence of the facts relating to their respective cases, as the same shall

happen; all which tacts are hereby appointed and ordained to be entered distinctly

by Presbytery clej-ks in the said separate register, under proper columns, and regu-

larly signed by moderators and clerks, and by the ministers respectively concerned,

from which the Presbyteries may annually make up the list necessary for each year,

and transmit the same, duly attested, to the trustees, as directed in the said Act of Par-

liament.

V.

Sess. 11, Mug 19, 1744.

—

Act and Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(Re-transmitted,)



1744. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 675

VI.

Sess. 11, il/ay 19, 1744.

—

Act ahout Electing of Members to the Genei-al Assemblies,

and attesting their Commissions.

The General Assembly, considering that they have at this time set aside several

commissions by Presbyteries and burghs to their representatives in the Assembly, as

not being in terms ot the Acts of Assembly, do hereljy recommend to and enjoin

Presbyteries, in time coming, to take care that all commissions be in due form, ac-

cording to the Acts of Assembly ; and in order to this, that they be at all due pains to

get themselves informed that the elders sent up by them to the Assembly, or attested

by them, as sent up by burghs, be qualified in these terms ; and the Assembly do re-

commend to sessions to take all proper care to ordain only such to be elders as they

know to be thus qualified.

VII.

Sess. 11, May 19, 1744.

—

Act and Recommendation against the sinful Practice of
Smuggling of Goods.

The General Assembly recommend it to all the ministers of this Church, &c., to

discourage, so far as in them lies, by their discourses and example, the sinful and per-

nicious practice of smuggling; and do appoint that the 9th Act of Assembly, 1719,

and 15th Act of Assembly, 1736, be reprinted, and forthwith transmitted to Pres-

byteries and ministers : and ordain that the same be read from the pulpits of all the

parish churches within Scotland, betwixt and the first of August next.

VIII.

Mag 21, 1744.

—

An Address to his Majesty, upon occasion of the present Critical

Juncture of Affairs.

Most gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in our National Assembly, take this first opportunity of con-

curring with your Majesty's other faithful subjects, in testifying our abhorrence of the

late intended invasion of your Majesty's kingdoms, in favour of a Popish Pretender,

supported by a French power.

As the Church of Scotland, ever since the settlement of the British Crown in your

Majesty's illustrious house, have considered all their interests, sacred and civil, as in-

separably connected with that happy establishment, we should, of all others, be most

unworthy of our invaluable privileges, if, on this occasion, we did not express the

warmest resentment of such an audacious attempt.

Great Sir,

We reflect, with particular pleasure, that the ministers and members of this Church

liave always distinguished themselves, by their firm and zealous adherence to the Pro-

testant succession in your Majesty's royal family ; and we can assure your Majesty

that, no less sensible of our present happy situation, influenced by the same loyal

principles, and equally concerned for the security of the reformed religion, we shall

steadily pursue the laudable example our predecessors have set us, and hope to show,

even in times of the greatest danger, that we count nothing too dear in support of

your Majesty's auspicious government, the great bulwark, under God, of our religion,

laws, and liberties.

That our gracious God, by whom kings reign, may continue to direct your Ma-
jesty's councils, and give success to your arms—may dispose all the friends of libeity

and the Protestant religion to imitate your great example, in defence of the common
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cause ;—that the same kind Providence which has hitherto protected your Majesty's

person and government in the most remarkable manner, may make your reign long
and prosperous, may entail the happiness of it upon these kingdoms to latest poste-

rity in your august house ; and that, after a long and happy reign on earth, over a

brave, a free, and loyal people, you may inherit immortal glory, is, and shall be, the

fervent prayers of,

Most gracious Sovereign,

Your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and most loyal subjects, the

Ministers and Elders met in this National Assembly of the Church
of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by
John Adams, Moderator.

IX.

May 21, 1744.

—

Act concernivg Mr William Leechman, Professor of Divinity in the

College of Glasgow.

The General Assembly having called for the report of the committee named to

consider the case about Professor Leechman, and caused to be read the remarks of

the committee of the Presbytery of Glasgow, upon the passages in the Professor's

sermon excepted against by them, with his answers thereto ; there was also read a

paper given in by the said Professor to the said committee of the Assembly, ex-

plaining himself further on the occasion of the said sermon, and on the subject of

a passage thereof, taken notice of by the said committee ; of which paper the tenor

follows, viz. :—" One main occasion of publishing this sermon on Prayer, was to pre-

vent the bad effects of a late pamphlet, which represents Prayer as an absurd and

unreasonable, nay, as an impious and blasphemous practice. For that wicked pam-

phlet being spread in the part of the country where I live, and having had observable

bad influence upon young and unthinking minds, 1 was persuaded by some friends,

who are zealous for the interests of religion, to publish this sermon (which they

had occasionally heard me preach) as a proper antidote to the poison of it. As
the pamphlet which occasioned the publication of this sermon did attack only one

part of Prayer, viz., offering up our desires to God ; but did not attack the other

part of it, viz., the offering them up in the name of Christ, the discourse is there-

fore mainly limited to the explication and the vindication of this first part of

Prayer, without explaining and vindicating the second part of it; which I con-

sidered as a sejjarate subject, or, at least, a different branch of the same subject;

so (hat the omissions complained of in that performance did not proceed from any

disregard of these important and fundamental doctrines of Christianity—the offering

lip our desires to God in the name of Christ, and the merits and satisfaction of

the Mediator, as the only grounds of our acceptance with God, and of our obtain-

ing the pardon of sin ; but from a persuasion that it is necessary to convince men
of the reasonableness of offering up their desires to God, before you can convince

them that it is a reasonable thing to offer them up in the name of Christ ; and

from a j)crsuasion that it might be of some use (through the Divine blessing) to en-

deavour to do the first of these at the time when, and in the place of the country

where I attempted it.

" If, therefore, any passages of this sermon have been so incautiously expressed,

as naturally to lead any to think (which I am not yet convinced they are) that I

meant to assert that the necessity of the Christian religion itself is superseded by

the light of nature ; or that the light of nature is sufficient to give that knowledge

of God and of his will, which is necessary to salvation ; that praying in the name
of Christ is not the duty of Christians, or a foreign and superfluous circumstance

;

or that the merits and propitiation of Jesus Christ are not the only grounds of a

sinner's acceptance with God, and of his obtaining the forgiveness of sin ; and that

the only end of punishment is the reformation of the offender ; I honestly declare,
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I had no such intention in these passages ; and that this is really so may be further
confirmed from this certain fact, that this sermon, which is now printed, was only
one sermon enlarged out of eight or nine, delivered from the same text, at the
same time this sermon was first preached, when I spoke at considerable length on
the doctrine of the intercession of Jesus Christ ; besides, it is well known to the
Presbytery of Irvine, that I preached regular courses of sermons on the particular

doctrines of Christianity in my own congregation, as well as I frequently preached
abroad on the same subjects, as occasion offered ; and as I have already subscribed
the Confession of Faith, where these doctrines are taught in the strongest manner
as the confession of my faith, I am still willing to do the same again. {Suhscribitur,)

WiL. Leechman." The above paper being read over, parties were fully heard, and
removed. Then the Assembly caused to be read the report and overture of their

committee ; the tenor whereof follows, viz. :

—

That from the importance of this case, and the steps taken by the Presbytery of
Glasgow, the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr had sufficient reasons to take into their

own hands the cognizance of the inquiry touching the sermon.

That the judgment passed by the Synod, notwithstanding that no appeal was taken
against it, does not make it a res judicata, or preclude this Assembly from deliberat-

ing, whether the sermon affords a just occasion for trial or censure against the Pro-
fessor, in respect that there was no libel against, or formal trial of the Professor, but
a preliminary inquiry in order to such trial, in case sufficient cause should be found
for it.

That the committee having considered the sermon, and particularly the passages

thereof chiefly excepted against; and having read and considered the remarks of the

Presbytery of Glasgow, and the Professor's answers to the same ; and having heard
the parties, and received and considered a paper voluntarily offered by the Professor,

explaining himself farther on the occasion of the sermon, and on the subject of the

passages excepted to ; and again called the parties, and read that declaration in their

presence, and heard the members of the Presbytery of Glasgow thereupon, are of
opinion, that the Professor has given abundant satisfaction concerning the orthodoxy
of his sentiments; and that there is no ground or occasion remaining for any further

trial of the said Professor, in respect of that sermon ; and that the Presbytery of Glas-

gow be prohibited to commence or carry on any farther or other proceedings against

the Professor on account of that sermon.

The General Assembly, having heard the said report and overture, did, without a

vote, agree to approve thereof, with this explanation, that by the expressions in the

narrative, viz.:—" And particularly the passages chiefly excepted against," no more was
intended by the committee, (as by several members thereof was declared,) nor is

intended or meant by this Assembly, in approving their overture above inserted, than
that the committee, and thereafter the Assembly, considered the passages in the said

s«rmon that had been remarked upon by the Presbytery of Glasgow ; and another

passage taken notice of by some members of the committee of Assembly ; but not

that either the committee or the Assembly had read over or considered the whole of

that sermon. And parties being called, the premises vrere intimated to them, where-

upon Professor Leechman took instruments ; and the members from the Presbytery

of Glasgow, appellants, declared their acquiescence in the said sentence.

X.

Sess. 13, 3Taj/2\, 1744, post meridiem,— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Elders fur Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bountg for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.

Mr John Adams, minister of the Gospel at Dalrymple, their Moderator, &c. ; to be

a committee, &c. (The terms of the Act are the same as those of the immediately

preceding years, with the exception of the concluding words, which run thus:—" Who
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are to lay their draught thereof before a subsequent meeting." No further change in
the terms of this Commission appears to have taken place till 1757.

—

Ed. 1843.)

XI.

Sess. 1 3, May 2
1 , 1 744.— Commission to soyne Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discuss-

ing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

XII.

Sess. lilt., Mai/ 21, 1744.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 9th day of that month,
in the year 1745.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing a part of the 72d
Psalm, from the 17 th verse to the close, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

William Grant, Ck. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 9, 1745.

I.

Sess. 1, May 9, 1745.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 9, 1745.— The King^s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner,

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The sincere and constant

zeal you have shown for the glory of God, and the advancement of true religion and
piety, and the remarkable loyalty and affection you have ever expressed for our per-

son and government in your former Assemblies, fully persuade us at this time, you
will be directed by the same laudable spirit ; and, therefore, we most willingly coun-

tenance your present meeting by our approbation and royal authority. And we take

this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of our firm resolution to support

and maintain all the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, as by law

established.

As we make no doubt but you now come together with the like good dispositions

I
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and intentions, so you may depend upon our jirotection and assistance in all vonr en-

deavours to promote the true interest of religion, to prevent the growth of Popery,

and to discourage and suppress profancncss and immorality ; and as you must be

sensible of the great importance of a good agreement and unanimity among your-

selves in all your proceedings, so we hope your debates will be conducted with

all moderation, brotherly love, and charity.

We have ag;ain made choice of our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin, Alex-

ander Earl of Leven, to represent our royal person in this Assembly. His known
zeal for our service, and his firm adherence to the principles of the Church of Scot-

land, and concern for its prosperity, will always render him acceptable to you. And
as we have the greatest confidence in his capacity, diligence, and application in the

discharge of so important a trust, we are persuaded that you, on your part, will

contribute every thing in your power towards the unanimous and speedy dispatch of

the business proper for your consideration, and the attaining the good and desirable

ends for which you are now convened. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 18th day of April 1745, and in the eigh-

teenth year of our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,

TWEEDDALE,

Directed,—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator, Mini-

sters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

HI.

Sess. 3, May 11, 1745.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter,

May it please your Majesty,

The very gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour us

was received with all the duty and thankfulness becoming loyal subjects, sensible of

the great happiness they enjoy under your benign and auspicious government.
That your Majesty is pleased so willingly to countenance our meeting in this As-

sembly, by your royal approbation and authority, cannot but affect us with the more
warm and lively sense of gratitude, that it is supported by such honourable sentiments

of the zeal shown for the glory of God, and the advancement of true religion ; and the

loyalty and affection expressed for your Majesty's person and government in our
former Assemblies, and such a full persuasion that we will be directed by the same
laudable spirit in this Assembly. So obliging a confidence in us must render us

utterly inexcusable, if, by any neglect of our duty, we should disappoint it, and should
forfeit the applauses our Sovereign discovers such forwardness to bestow on us.

Your Majesty's renewed assurances of your firm resolution to support and maintain

all the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, as by law established, oblige

us, in the strongest manner, to renew our humble and dutiful exjiressions of the most
inviolable affection and loyalty to your Majesty's person and government, of our en-

tire reliance on your royal assurances, and of our firm confidence in your protection

and favour.

Your Majesty's goodness, in entertaining such a firm persuasion of the good dis-

positions and intentions with which we are now come together, and so strongly

encouraging our dependence upon vour royal protection and assistance, in our

endeavours to do what is our unquestionable duty, lays us under additional obli-

gations to use our best endeavours for promoting the true interest of religion,

for preventing the growth of Popery, and for discouraging and suppressing pro-

faneness and immorality. And the sense we must have of the groat importance of

a good agreement and unanimity among ourselves iia all our proceedings, and that
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our debates be conducted with all moderation, brotherly love, and charity, highly re-

commend to us such a compliance \A'ith your Majesty's kind and gracious injunc-

tions, as may answer j-our favourable hopes.

The continuance of your royal bounty, for promoting the knowledge of true reli-

gion in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, we most thankfully receive, as a fresh

instance of your paternal regard, and of your generous designs for the greatest good of
your subjects, which obliges us to the strictest care in managing this your royal dona-
tion in such manner as may best answer the purposes of so tender a nursing-father.

Your Majesty's repeated choice of the Earl of Leven to represent your royal per-

son in this Assembly, could not fail to be most agreeable to us, and to be regarded

by us as a further proof of your royal favour. His known zeal for your Majesty's

service, and his firm adherence to the principles of the Church of Scotland, and con-

cern for its prosperity, must always render him acceptable to us. And it is with the

greatest satisfaction we observe the just confidence your Majesty has in his capacity,

diligence, and application, in the discharge of so important a trust. We should be

highly culpable if we were wanting on our part to contribute every thing in our power
towards the unanimous and speedy dispatch of the business proper for our considera-

tion, and the attaining the good and desirable ends for which we are now convened.

That God may long preserve your Majesty for the good of all your people, and the

maintaining the true Protestant interest, the liberties of mankind, and the balance of
Europe ;—that your sacred person and valuable life may always, and everywhere, be

under the protection of his good and watchful Providence ;—that he may abundantly

bless the Prince and Princess of Wales, the Duke, the Princesses, and all the branches

of your royal family ;—and that there may never be wanting one of your most illustri-

ous house to sway the sceptre of these realms while sun and moon endure;—that he may
prosper your arms, and those of your allies, against the common disturbers of the

peace of Europe ;—and that, after a long and pros])crous reign over a free and happy
people, you may at last inherit a crown of glory that fadeth not away, are, and shall

be, the hearty and unfeigned prayers of.

May it please your ]\Iajcsty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met ia

the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Will. Wjshart, Moderator.

IV.

Scss. 8, May 17, 1745.

—

Act cimccrniwj the Fund fur a Provision to the Widows and

,

Children of the Ministers oj this Church.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, having had laid before them a

Tcpresentatien of the trustees, nominated and appointed by the late Act of Parliament,
|

for managing the Fund for a Provision to the Widows and Children of the Ministers of I

the Church of Scotland, and of the Heads, Principals, and Masters of the Universities

of St Andrews, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, setting forth, that by the delay of several

Presbyteries in transmitting timeously the lists of particulars necessary to be knowa
by the ti'ustees, it was with the utmost difficulty that they could make the charge on

the collector in due time, which delay was occasioned, in a great measure, through Pres-

byteries not keej)ing a separate register, according to the fourth Act of the late General

Assembly, appointing every Presbytery to keep a separate register, and therein to]

record the names and parish churches of the several ministers, members of their re-

1

spective Presbyteries, with the particular dates of their admissions and marriages;.!

and also the dates of the birth or death of their children, and of several other facts; as>l

the said act nwre fully bears. And the Assembly, considering the great inconve-l
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niences that may arise, througli Presbyteries not duly keepins, and regularly filling up,

the several particulars in their said separate register in an uniform manner, out of which
the facts may, from time to time, be taken, and in the most authentic manner attested and
transmitted to the said trustees, did, therefore, and hereby do, renew the foresaid 4th

Act of last General Assembly, and strictly enjoin the observation thereof; and to the

end the same may be more regularly and uniformly observed, do appoint the several

Presbyteries to keep the said separate register according to the plan this day agreed

upon by the Assembly, and recorded in their register. And each minister is hereby
required duly to report to the Presbytery, either by himself or by letter, any altera-

tion which shall happen from time to time in his family, at the first diet of Presbytery

immediately subsequent to such alteration ; or in case of an unavoidable necessity

preventing his then notifying such alteration, he shall intimate the same as soon as

possible. And the Assembly do appoint the several Synods to call for the said se-

parate registers at least once a year, and carefidly inspect the same, and attest that

they are kept according to the plan referred to in this Act; which attestation shall also

be marked in the Synod's records. And for the better securing, and more regular

transmission of the foresaid annual lists to the trustees, the General Assembly do
enact and ordain, that every Presbytery shall meet annually on such day, betwixt

the 11th of November and the 11 th of December, as they shall respectively judge most

convenient, (the Presbyteries in the Western and Northern Isles excepted ;) and shall,

at such meeting, prepare and transmit to the trustees' clerk, at Edinburgh, their

respective lists for the preceding year, to the end the trustees may be the better en-

abled with accuracy to carry on the scheme. And the General Assembly do recom-
mend to and enjoin the several Presbyteries to be careful in uplifting and transmit-

ting to the collector-general of the fund the rates due out of vacant parishes, and out

of the annats in their several bounds. And the Assembly further appoints the seve-

ral Presbyteries, so soon as this Act shall come to their hands, to insert the same, and
also the 4th Act of Assembly, 1744, in their separate register ; and to acquaint such

of their members as are absent of the contents of this Act.

V.

Sess. 8. Mai/ 17, 1745.

—

Act prohibiting Si/7iods to disjoin or annex Parishesfrom one

Presht/tery to another.

The General Assembly, considering the inconveniences that may arise, by Synods
passing acts for annexation or disjunction of parishes from one Presbytery to an-

other, did, and hereby do, prohibit Synods to disjoin any parish from a Presbytery,

and annex the same to another, without first having the authority of the General
Assembly ; and that what shall be done in virtue of such authority be reported to

the Assembly next following, and have their approbation to any such annexation or

disjunction.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 18, 1745.-

—

Act and Overture about some pieces of Sacred Poesy.

The General Assembly had laid before them, by their committee, some pieces of

sacred poesy, under the title of Translations and Paraphrases of several Passages of

Sacred Scripture, composed by private persons ; and though the Assembly have not

sufficient time to consider these poems maturely, so as to approve or disapprove of

them, yet they judge the same may be printed ; and do remit the consideration of

them to the several Presbyteries, in order to their transmitting their observations to

the next General Assembly, that they, or any subsequent Assembly, may give such

orders about the whole affair as they shall judge for edification; and the Assembly

appoint this their resolution to be prefixed to the impression.

4r
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VII.

Sess. ult, May 20, 1745.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

vm.

Sess. ult,, May 20, 1745.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess. ult,, May 20, 1745.

—

Act concerning the Character and Behaviour of Mnisters
and Probationers,

*

The General Assembly, considering how much it is for the honour of God and edi-

fication of the Church, that all ministers and preachers of the Gospel be persons of

good life and character, do earnestly recommend to and enjoin all Presbyteries to

take care that all ministers behave themselves as becomes their character ; and to be
strict in adverting that young men whom they license to preach the Gospel, be per-

sons of good i-eport, and carefully observe their behaviour after they are licensed

;

they do also apjioint that the rules of the Form of Process, Chap, vii., with respect to

informations against ministers of this Church, be extended to probationers.

X.

Sess, ult., May 20, 1745.

—

Act and Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

XI.

Sess. idt., May 20, 1745.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this ])]ace, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 8th day of that

month, in the year 1746.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing a part of the 122d

Psalm, from the 6th verse to the close, and pronouncing of the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Will. Grant, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

• The last clause of this act was afterwards transmitted as an overture. See 1 1th Act, 1746.

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 8, 1746.

I.

Sess. 1, 3Iai/ 8, 1746, ante meridiem.— T/ie Meeting of the General Assembly. *

Which day, after sermon by r)r William Wishart, Principal of the College of Edin-
burgh, Moderator of ihe last General Assembly, the ministers and ruling elders, com-
missioners from Presbyteries, burghs, and universities, to the General Assembly of
this National Church, did convene in the Assembly-House, and after prayer by the
said Principal Wishart the names of the said commissioners were read out from their

several CDramissions, and a roll, made up by the sub-clerk, was laid before the Assembly.

IL

Sess. 4, Mai/ 16, 1746, ante meridiem.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of
Leven produced, and ordered to he recorded.

*

This day, the General Assembly being convened, there was produced to them,
by the Right Honourable Alexander Earl of Leven, his Majesty's Commission, sealed
with the tSeal apppointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and used in Scotland in
place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making and constituting him his JNIajesty's Hio-h
Commissioner and representative in this Assembly, which Commission being pub-
licly read with all due honour and respect, was appointed to be recorded in the books
of Assembly ; the tenor whereof follows :

—

Georgius, &c.,

III.

Sess. 4, May 16, 1746.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. The espcrience we have at all

times had, and the fresh proofs you have given on occasion of tlie present unnatural

Rebellion, of your steady attachment to our person and govenmient, and of your zeal

for the support of the Protestant succession, engage us to return you our hearty

thanks ; and we do most readily countenance with our royal authority your n;eet-

ing at this time, not doubting but you will continue to give us marks of your loyalty

and affection to us, by exciting the people under your charge to a due sense of the

blessings they enjoy under our government, and. to a just abhorrence of the pernicious

designs of those who have endeavoured to overturn our most holy religion, to sub-

vert the laws and constitution of this kingdom, and to introduce Popei}' and arbitrary

power.

W^e have again made choice of our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin, Alex-

ander Earl of Leven, to be our Commissioner, and to represent our person in this

* The Assembly met on the 8th of May, according to adjournment ; but, in thf confusion of the times,

the Royal Commission to the Earl of Leven had not been forwarded. Principal Wishart was continued in

the chair for the first and second diets. Before the third diet, May the 10th, the Royal Commission h d
arrived, but it did not authorise the commission to act till the 16th. The Assembly, however, ju-oceeded

on that day to choose a Jloderator, and having ap]iointed Mr John I.umsden. Professor of Divinity, King's

College, Aberdeen, to that office, and having named the u'ual cnrnmittecs for the dispatch of business, the

Assembly adjourned to the Ifith, when the Earl of Leven produced his Commission, This accounts for the

Assembly meeting on the 8th of May, and the King's Commission not being produced till the lulh

Ed. 1843.
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Assembly, who, from his known zeal for our service, his firm adherence to the true

interest of his countr}', and the fidelity and prudence with which he has already dis-

charged this important trust, we are persuaded will be acceptable to you. We do, oa

this occasion, repeat to you the assurances of our unalterable resolution to maintaia

the established Church of Scotland in the possession of all their just rights and privi-

leges ; and as we promise ourselves, by the blessing of Almighty God, that a speedy

and effectual end will be put to the Rebelliou, the peace and tranquillity of the

country restored, and all our subjects again made happy, in the full enjoyment of

their civil and religious rights; we have the firmest reliance on your doing every thing

on your parts that may contribute to the attaining of these desirable ends. And so

we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 30th day of April 1746, in the

nineteenth year of our reign.

By his Majesty's command,

HoLLEs Newcastle.

IV.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 17, 1746.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

It is with unspeakable joy we received your Majesty's most gracious letter. As
our attachment to your Majesty's person and government, and the Protestant succes-

sion in your royal family, is the effect of principle, duty, and interest, so your Ma-
jesty's great condescension, in taking notice of our conduct during the present wicked

and unnatural Rebellion, and in putting so high an honour upon us, as to give us

thanks for doing what we were unquestionably bound to do, we look upon as a great

proof of that distinguishing goodness which makes so bright a part of your princely

character. The security of our religion and liberty is so closely interwoveu with the

stability of your throne, that we can claim no merit when we fall in with our unques-

tionable duty.

The ready countenance which your Majesty is graciously pleased to give to our

meeting at this time, cannot fail to animate us to give all possible evidences of our

unshaken loyalty and inviolable affection to your Majesty ; and, particularly, by ex-

citing the people under our charge to a due sense of the blessings they enjoy under

the best government, together with a just abhorrence of the worst, and of all the per-

nicious designs which tend to subvert our holy religion and good laws, in order to

introduce Popery and arbitrary power.

We esteem the choice your Majesty has again made of the Earl of Leven to re-

present your royal person in this Assembly, as another instance of your Majesty's

goodness to the Church of Scotland. His known zeal for your Majesty's service ; his

firm adherence on all occasions to the true interest of his country, and especially dur-

ing its late calamitous state; his great affection to this Church, and the many and re-

cent proofs given of his eminent abilities for discharging this high trust, render your

Majesty's choice of him most acceptable to us.

The repeated assurance of your Majesty's unalterable resolution to maintain the

Church of Scotland in the possession of all her just rights and privileges, is a further

proof of your Majesty's royal favour, and, under God, the great security against the

invasions of those who are equally disaffected to the Crown and this Church. As
we do entirely confide in the assurances your Majesty gives us, so they cannot but

prompt us to exert ourselves in making all the returns of gratitude and duty in our

power.

When we reflect upon the dismal scene of blood, rapine, and oppression, which so

lately filled this land with horror; when we view our happy constitution, lately threat-

ened with destruction, and our religion and liberty ready to be offered up victims to
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superstition and tyranny ; and now have the hap]iy prospect of seeing a speedy and
effectual end put to the present Rebellion, the peace of our cnuntry restored, ;:nd vour
Majesty's subjects again fully possessed of their civil and reli;^ious rights; we cannot
but offer our sincere and humble thanks to Almighty God, through our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, for such inestimable blessings, and contribute every thing in

our power for attaining these desirable ends. We must ascribe our present tranquil-

lity, under the Divine Providence, to your Majesty's care, vigilance, and wise ad-

ministration, and to the conduct and valour of your heroic son, Prince William Duke
of Cumberland, our second deliverer, and restorer of those blessings procured us by
another glorious prince of that name at the late happy Revolution.

Your Majesty having been graciously pleased, by your High Commissioner, to sig-

nify your royal intention of continuing your pious donation in order to reform the

barbarous parts of our country, whereof some have lately made the most unworthy
requital, engages us by the strongest ties to return your Majesty our most humble
and hearty thanks, and to promise our continued care to manage this royal donation

in such manner as may best answer the good ends proposed by your Majesty.

That your Majesty may be always under the Divine care, and long preserved for

the defence of our holy religion, and the happiness of all your subjects ;—that their

Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, with their issue, and all your
royal family, may be highly favoured of God, and made public blessings to their

country;—that Almighty God may make his Royal Highness the Duke an eminent
instrument, under your Majesty, for repressing the insolence of arbitrary power and
tyranny, and vindicating the liberties of Europe in general, and of your Majesty's

dominions in particular;—that He may direct your councils, and prosper your Ma-
jesty's arms, both by sea and land, with remarkable success ;—that a speedy end may
be put to this unnatural Rebellion, peace and order restored, and the seeds of dis-

loyalty may be forever rooted out of the minds of your Majesty's subjects; and that

the crown may descend in your royal Protestant line to latest posterity, are, and
shall be, the hearty prayers of,

May it please your jNIajesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Lumsden, 3[odirator.

Sess. 6, May 19, 1746.— Congratulatory Address to his Majesty upon the' Victory ob-

tained hi/ his Army, under command of his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland,
over the Rebels in this Country.

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Most gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to approach your throne, with

sincere expressions of our utmost detestation of the present wicked and unnatural Re-

I
hellion, to testify our unfeigned thanks to the Almighty, and to congratulate your
Majesty on the happy success of your arms, by which we have the greatest hopes of
seeing a solid and lasting peace quickly re-established in your kingdoms, and your
loyal subjects restored to the full enjoyment of all their just rights and privileges.

The gloomy prospect lately set before our eyes, by the ungrateful disturbers of your
Majesty's mild and just government, makes us reflect with horror on the pernicious

plot contrived by the policy, and fomented by the j)ower and interest, of the avowed
enemies of our country, its religion, laws, and liberties, and of the balance of power
in Europe.
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It raises our astonishment and indignation, that any who have tasted of the mani-

fold blessings of your indulgent administration, should have attempted to exchange

their religion and liberty lor tyranny and lawless power, superstition, and slavery ;

and, by violating the most solemn obligations of oaths, and ties of gratitude, become

tools to the declared enemies of their native country.

Now, that we are, by the good providence of God, sheltered, under the protection

ofyour auspicious government, from the storm that threatened our happy constitutition,

we behold, with pleasure, the remarkable success of your Majesty's arms, under the

wise conduct, and by the intrepid valour of your heroic son the Duke, dispelling the

cloud and defeating the rebels, who, hopeless of escaping the vengeance of your vic-

torious arms, sink under their own confusion.

Great Sir, it affords us the highest satisfaction to observe, that notwithstanding the

calamities of our country, and the traitorous practices of too many of our infatuated

countrymen, the ministers of this Church have, by Divine grace, manifested a firm,

zealous attachment to your Majesty's person and government ; and as it is our duty,

so it is our unalterable resolution, to persevere in our loyalty to your Majesty, and

steady adherence to the Protestant succession in your royal family ; and it shall be

cur constant prayer to God, that he may unite the minds of all your subjects into a

just sense of the happiness they enjoy imder the best of kings.

May the same Providence that has hitherto preserved your sacred person and pro-

tected your dominions, continue to watch over your Majesty and your royal family,

for a blessing to all Protestant Churches, and the peculiar happiness of your sub-

jects.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Jo. LuMSDEN, Moderator.

VI.

Sess. 7, May 20, 1746.— Congratulatnrij Letter to his Royal Highness William Duke of
Cumberland.

SiK,

That the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has met at this time in a

state of peace and security exceeding our greatest hopes, is, under God, owing to

his Majesty's wisdom and goodness, in sending your Royal Highness, and to your

generous resolution in coming to be the deliverer of this Church and nation. We
niiu;ht, therefore, be justly charged with ingratitude to the glorious instrument of

Divine Providence, if we neglected to pay your Royal Highuess our most humble
and thankful acknowledgments for that happiness we enjoy.

As, for some months past, the many fatigues you endured, and the alarming

dangers you ran, in pursuing an ungrateful and rebellious crew, filled our minds with

the greatest pain ; so the complete victory now obtained over them by the bravery of

your Royal Father's troops, led on by your wise conduct, and animated by your heroic

example, gives us the highest joy.

Every loyal subject, every sincere lover of the religion, laws, and liberty of his

countrv, is ready to express his just gratitude to your Royal Highness, by whom these

inestimable blessings are preserved to us. The Church of Scotland are under pecuhar

obligations to offer their most thankful acknowledgments to Almighty God, who has

raised you up to be the brave defender of your Royal Father's throne, the happy re-

storer of our peace, and, at this time, guardian of all our sacred and civil interests.

The many instances of your favourable regard to the ministers of the Church of

Scotland, and of that entire confidence you have placed in us, ever since this part of

Great Britain has been blessed with your presence, must for ever excite us to give

the strongest proofs that we have not been unworthy of that countenance you have

been pleased to give us, and of that trust with which you have honoured us.

That the Lord of Hosts, who has hitherto covered your head in bloody battles,
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may still guard your precious life amidst those dangers to which you may be yet ex-

posed, in leading armies against the common invaders of the liberties of Europe, and
crown you with the same glorious success over our enemies abroad which you have
obtained over traitors at home ;—that your illustrious name, so dear to us, may be
transmitted still with greater glory to latest posterity ;—and that you may share at last

in that eternal happiness and glory, bestowed by the Divine mercy, in a distinguished

manner, upon those who have been eminent examples of virtue, and the happy instru-

ments of communicating public blessings to mankind, are, and shall be, the pray-

ers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, vour most obliged, most obedient, and
most humble servants, the Ministers and Elders met in a General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, presence, and at our appointment, by

Jo. LuMSDEN, Moderator.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 22, 1746.

—

Act and Overture about the Licensing Probationers for the

holy Ministry.

(Re-transmitted.)

VII I.

Sess, 9, May 22, 1746.

—

Act and Recommendation about the Manner of Singing of
Psalms.

The General Assembly do recommend to private families, that in their religious

exercises, singing the praises of God, they go on without the intermission of reading

each line ; And do recommend to schoolmasters in the several parishes that they

be careful to instruct the youth in singing the common tunes.

IX.

Sess. 9, May 22, 1746.

—

Act for Reprinting an Abbreviate of the Laws against Pro-
faneness and Immorality.

The General Assembly appoint, that the abbreviate of the laws and Acts of Par-
liament against profaneness and immorality be reprinted, and copies thereof sent to

the several ministers of this Church, to be read from the pulpits of their respective

churches.

X.

Sess. 9, May 22, 174G.

—

Act about the Office-beareis in this Church and others, con-

cerned in the Rebellion.

The General Assembly do appoint the several Presbyteries duly to inquire into the

behaviour of the office-bearers in this Church during the late unnatural Rebellion,

and to commence and carry on the proper processes against offenders ; and, in case

of difficulty, to take the advice of the Synod of the bounds, or Commission of the

General Assembly. And the Commission is hereby instructed to receive, cognosce,

and finally determine, in any reference or appeal that may be brought before them



688 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1746.

from Sjnods or Presbyteries, with respect to persons that may be accused of having
been guiky in the said RebelUon. And the Assembly recommend to ministers and
Presbyteries to call before them all others that may have been guilty as aforesaid, and to
censure them according to the degrees of their offence, and as they shall judge for

edification ; and that ministers and Presbyteries take care that all teachers of youth
within their bounds be qualified in terms of law, and that Presbyteries inquire con-
cerning this at ministers, and Synods at Presbyteries, at their privy censures.

XI.

Sess. 9, 3fai/ 22, 1746.

—

Act and Overture about Processes against Probationers for
the Ministry*

The General Assembly agreed to transmit to the consideration of the several

Presbyteries the last clause of the 9th Act of the last General Assembly, which ap-

points that the rules of the Form of Process, Chap, vii., with respect to informations

against ministers of this Church, be extended to probationers; and Presbyteries are

enjoined to send up their opinion thereupon to the next General Assembly ; and, in

the mean time, the Assembly appoint that the same have the force of an Act.

xn.

Sess. 9. May 22, 1746.

—

Act and Recommendation for keeping Registers of the Dead.

The General Assembly do recommend to and appoint the several kirk-sessions to

have a register, in which they shall record the names of every person dying within

their respective parishes, and interred in their ordinary burying-piaces, and the times

of their death.

XIII.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 22, 1746.

—

Act against Profaneness and Immorality,

The General Assembly, taking into their most serious consideration how much pro-

faneness and immoralities of all sorts abound, to which we ought to impute all our

troubles and national calamities ; and considering, on the other hand, the many most

gracious deliverances wrought for us, particularly by the late victory ; and that these

various providences loudly call on all ranks (after such public judgments and deliver-

ances) to exert themselves, suitably to their several stations, to promote public refor-

mation ; the Assembly judge it highly seasonable, at this juncture, to revive the

various Acts of former Assemblies against profaneness and immoralities ; and parti-

cularly, the 11th Act of Assembly, 1697, which "seriously recommends to ministers

and members of kirk-sessions, from a true zeal for God, to hold hand to the delating,

informing against, and punishing of all profane transgressors, without respect of per-

sons, by civil punishments, conform to the Acts made in that behalf; and that they

record their diligence in their session-books, that the same may be seen by their Pres-

byteries, who are hereby required to make inquiry therein at their visitations." And
the Assembly further appoints, that the abstract of the laws against profaneness and
immoralities be reprinted, and that all kirlc-sessions provide themselves with copies

thereof, and have meetings at stated times, on purpose to consider of the most proper

methods for obtaining the execution of these laws ; and that ministers frequently

preach sermons, on purpose to persuade and direct Christians in general to contribute

their endeavours, according to their several stations, and to take the best methods to

strengthen one another's hands in this important work ; and that Presbyteries and

• This overture was transmitted for several years, but does not appear to have passed,

—

Ed. 1843.
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Synods inquire (at the diet of privy censures) into the dihgence of ministers and ses-

sions in ihis matter. And the Assembly instruct their Commission to have under

their view the Act of Parliament of Great Britain, now preparing, against profane

swearing and cursing, and other Acts formerly made ; and to frame a proper Act against

vice and immorality, and to point out some of the proper expedients for discouraging

it, and promoting true religion and godliness.

XIV.

Sess. 10, Mai/ 22, 1746, post meridiem Actfor a Thanksgiving.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, taking into their serious consi-

deration the surprising deliverance a good and gracious God has been pleased to

bestow upon us in this land, from the late wicked and unnatural Rebellion, carried

on by an infatuated party amongst ourselves, and supported and encouraged by the

Popish powers abroad, the declared enemies of our peace and happiness, and of the

liberties of Europe ; which Rebellion, if it had succeeded, would at once have stripped

us of our religion and liberty, and subjected us to the cruel yoke of Popery and arbi-

trary power. And the Assembly, considering how God has thus mercifully interposed

for us, when we were most unworthy of the least favour from his bountiful hand,

being a people laden with iniquity, and highly ungrateful to him for former deliver-

ances of this kind, and particularly for the late glorious and never to be forgotten

Revolution, and the continued peace and tranquillity we ha%'e enjoyed since ; do

judge it their duty to call all ranks and degrees of persons in this National Church
to stir up their souls, and all that is within them, to bless and praise the God of our

salvation for this and all his wonders of mercy that he has wrought for us, both

formerly and of late ; and to give unto the infinitely wise God the glory of his free

and undeserved goodness ; taking shame and confusion of face unto ourselves, because

of our highly aggravated iniquities ; searching and trying our ways, and turning agaia

to the Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted, as the only way to secure to ourselves

the continuance of those blessings we are presently possessed of. And the General As-

sembly do seriously call and exhort all within this Church, to join, with their humble
and hearty thanksgiving, earnest prayers to the God of all grace, to turn us to him-

self, in his dear Son, our only propitiation, and to one another in the ways of truth and
holiness : That he would eminently bless, and long preserve our only rightful Sove-

reign King George, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the royal family : That
he would, in a remarkable manner, protect and defend his Royal Highness the Duke,
who, under God, has at this time been the instrument of our deliverance : That he

would kindly direct and influence the public councils of the nation at this critical

conjuncture
;
give success to his Majesty's arms, and those of his alhes, by sea and

land, against the enemies of our religion and liberties, and of the peace of Europe

:

That he would assist and enable all ranks and degrees of persons within this Church
to make a right improvement of the mercies bestowed upon us : That he would, in

his infinite mercy, continue to give us favourable weather, and at last crown the year

with his goodness ; and, above all, that he would give us grace to fear him and serve

him, inclining our hearts to obey his voice, that he may not be provoked to turn and

do us hurt, after all the great good he hath done us. And the General Assembly

appoints the said thanksgiving to be observed in all the parishes within this National

Church, upon the fourth Thursday of June next ; and that humble application be

made to his Majesty for his royal sanction, in order to the more effectual and due

obsei-vation of the said day. And the Assembly further appoints, that this their Act be

read from the pulpits of all the parish churches within Scotland, upon the Sabbath

day immediately preceding the foresaid fourth Thursday of June, with suitable ex-

jhortations to the people.

4 s
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XV.

Sess. ult, May 23, 1746.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

XVL
Sess. ult., May 23, 1746.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c. ,

XVII.

Sess. idt, May 23, 1746.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the first Thursday of May next, being the 7th day of that month, in

the year 1747.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing the 133d Psalm
throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishast, Cls. Eccl, Scot,

May 22, 1746.— Overture about the Psalmody.

'The General Assembly, considering that the several Presbyteries have not trans-

mitted ,to this Assembly their observations upon some pieces of sacred poesy,

under the title of " Translations and Paraphrases of several Passages of Sacred Scrip-

ture," which had been remitted to their consideration by the last General Assembly,
do therefore remit the same to the further consideration of the several Presbyteries,

that they may report their opinion thereof to the next General Assembly.

Letterfrom his Royal Highness William Duke of Cumberland to his Grace the

Commissioner.

The following letter not having come to hand till after the rising of the General As-
sembly, could not be printed among the public Acts, but it is here subjoined by di-

rection of the committee for revising the minutes.

Inverness, May 21, 1746.

My Lord Commissioner,

The meeting of the venerable the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

furnishes an occasion I have wished for, of expressing publicly the just sense 1 have

of the very steady and laudable conduct of the clergy of that Church, through the

whole course of this most wicked, unnatural, and unprovoked Rebellion.

I owe it to them in justice to testify, that, upon all occasions, I have received from

them professions of the most inviolable attachment to his Majesty's person and go-

vernment, of the warmest zeal for the religion and liberties of their country, and of
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the firmest persuasion that these blessings could not be preserved to the nation but

by the support of his Majesty's throne, and of the succession in his royal family; and,

in support of the sincerity of their professions, I have always found them ready and

forward to act, in their several stations, in all such affairs as they could be useful in,

though often to their own great hazard ; and of this I have not been wanting to give

due notice from time to time to his Majesty.

I must desire your Grace to assure the venerable the General Assembly of the

very sincere acknowledgment I shall always feel for the particular marks of good-will

and affection I have received every where from the clergy, of my regard and esteem

for their body, and of my good wishes for all its members.

I heartily wish success to the good work you are upon for the service of his Ma-
jesty, and the true benefit of his faithful subjects. 1 am,

My Lord Commissioner,

Your Grace's most affectionate Friend,

William.

Directed thus—To his Grace the Lord Commissioner to the General As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland, Edinburgh.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 7, 1747.

Sess. 1, May 7, 1747.

—

The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 7, 1747.— The King's mostgracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty''! Commissioner.

George, R.

Right reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The signal proofs you have

given in your former Assemblies of your zeal for the advancement of true religion,

and the experience we have had of your loyalty and affection to our persou and go-

vernment, and especially on occasion of the late unnatural Rebellion, which, by the

blessing of God, is now happily extinguished, leave us no room to doubt but that

you are now come together with the same good dispositions and intentions ; and we
do, therefore, most willingly countenance this your meeting with our approbation

and royal authority ; and we gladly take this opportunity to assure you of our firm

resolution to protect and maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law established, in

the full enjoyment of all their rights and privileges.

As we have always had entire satisfaction in the fidelity and abilities of our right

trusty and entirely beloved cousin, Alexander Earl of Leven, and as we have the

firmest dependence on his diligence and prudence in the discharge of so important a

trust, we have again made choice of him to represent our person on this occasion.
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being fully persuaded that the knowledge j'ou have of his steady attachment to our

service, and of his zealous adherence to the Church of Scotland, will render him ac-

ceptable to you. We promise ourselves that nothing will be wanting on your part

that may tend to the advancement of religion and piety, and to the attaining those

good ends for which you are at this time assembled. And so we bid you heartily

farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 28lhday of April 1747, and in the twentieth

year of our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,

HoLLEs Newcastle.

III.

Sess. 3, May 9, 1747.

—

The Genet-al Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's goodness in taking notice, in your gracious letter to this General

Assembly, of the loyalty and affection of the Church of Scotland to your royal per-

son and government, particularly on occasion of the late unnatural Rebellion, the

happy extinction of which gives us the highest joy, we esteem as the greatest honour
that could be done us; and as our unshaken zeal for the service and support of your

Majesty's government and royal family is the natural and just effect of your Majesty's

unwearied care for the support, defence, and protection of your subjects, in the full

enjoyment of all their rights and privileges, both sacred and civil, we look on it as

our duty to manifest it on all occasions, especially in the meetings of our General
Assembly, and place on it oui hopes of the continuance of your royal favour to us,

and of our happiness under your auspicious reign; which we pray God may long con-

tinue and prosper.

Your Majesty's kind assurances of maintaining and protecting the Church of

Scotland in the full enjoyment of all their rights and privileges, do lay such obliga-

tions on us to our duty, as we shall endeavour better to express in the course of our

actings, than now we are able to »lo by words.

Your Majesty's choice of the Eight Honourable the Earl of Leven, to represent

your royal person in this Assembly , is most acceptable to us—he, following the ex-

ample of his noble ancestors, having given the Church of Scotland many proofs of his

adherence to their interest, as well as of fidelity, abilities, diligence, prudence, and
affection, to j'our Majesty, in the discharge of that important trust.

We shall, on our part, be wanting in nothing that may be necessary for attaining

the wished-for success to your Majesty's tender care and concern for the advance-

ment of religion and piety ; and hope, by the blessing of God, to attain those good
ends for which we are at this time assembled.

We aknowledgc, with humble thankfulness, your Majesty's great goodness in re-

newing, at this time, your royal bounty for the reformation of the Highlands and
Islands, and committing the distribution of it to our care, of which your Majesty's

High Commissioner has given us notice ; and we shall endeavour to execute that trust

with fidelity, prudence, and exactness, suitable to the confidence your Majesty is

graciously pleased to repose in us. '

We beg leave to add, that we daily put up our fervent prayers, in private and pub-
lic, to Almighty God, that as Divine Providence was graciously pleased to place your
royal family on the throne of these realms, for their deliverance, protection, and de-

fence, from the threatened calamities of Popery, slavery, and arbitrary power, it may
likewise please the Divine goodness, in reward of your Majesty's tender and fatherly

care for the religion, laws, and liberties of your subjects, to pour down in abundance
heavenly blessings psi your sacred person; on his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,
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his Princess, and royal issue ; and on all the branches of your royal house : And, in

particular, for the safety and preservation of his Royal Highness the Duke, now in

the field at the head of your armies; and that victory and success may attend the dis-

tinguished courage, wise conduct, and indefatigable application with which his Royal
Highness generously exposes his precious life, for the religious and civil interests of

his native country, and the liberties of Europe. And are, vpith the greatest gratitude,

and most profound respect,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

the National Assembly of the Chturch of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Robert Kinloch, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 8, May 15, 1747.

—

Act concerning the Fundfor a Provision to Ministers^ Widows,

Sfc, and enjoining Presbyteries to transmit to the Trustees regularly their Annual
Lists.

The General Assembly having had laid before them, and considered the report of

the trustees, appointed by Act of Parliament, for managing the fund raised and
established for aprovigion to the widows and children of the ministers of the Church
of Scotland, setting forth. That their trust is become almost insupportable, through

the many inaccuracies in the annual lists transmitted to them from several Presby-

teries, and cannot be discharged with that exactness which is absolutely necessary in

the due execution of such a plan : And further, representing that the fund sustains a

considerable loss, by ministers not calling from the collector for the L.30 sterling

ordered for them by the trustees, according to the directions of the Assembly ; there-

fore, the General Assembly do hereby enjoin the strict observation of the Acts of

former Assemblies, respecting what is thereby required from Presbyteries, for the more
effectually bringing the purposes of the foresaid Act of Parliament into execution

;

particularly the keeping separate registers in the several Presbyteries, and the making
out therefrom, and timeously transmitting to the trustees, annually, before Candle-

mas, lists of all the particular facts that shall, from time to time, be found necessary

to be known by the trustees. And whereas, by the 4th Act of the Assembly, 1745,

it is appointed, that the several Synods call for the said separate registers, at least

once every year, and carefully inspect the same, and attest that they are kept accord-

ing to the plan therein referred to,—it is hereby further required, that the said Synods

do report their diligence to each General Assembly ; and it is also hereby appointed

and ordained, that the annual lists, to be transmitted from time to time to the trustees,

shall be drawn up in the precise words, columns, and order, contained in the speci-

mens that have been or shall hereafter be prepared by the said trustees, and sent to

the several Presbyteries. And in case Presbyteries shall fail in making their annual

returns at the time, and in manner foresaid, the Assembly do recommend to the

trustees to exert those powers the law has put into their hands, for obliging Presby-

teries to transmit their lists in a regular and uniform manner. And the General

Assembly do likewise appoint and ordain each minister to transmit to the collector

his bond for L.30, according to the form established by the General Assembly, so

soon as notice shall be given him by the trustees or their clerk, that there is money
in the collector's hands for payment of the same, as such minister shall be answerable

to the General Assembly.
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V.

Sess. S, May 15, 1747.

—

Act for preventing the Growth of Popery.

The General Assembly do appoint the several Presbyteries of this Church to take

an account of the number of Papists within their respective bounds, and of the names
of Popish priests who haunt among them, and wliere they hold their meetings ; and
to lay the same before the Commission in November next, or as soon as possibly they

can. And the Commission is hereby empowered and enjoined to make proper re-

presentations concerning them to the civil government.

VI.

Sess. ult., May 18, 1747.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIL

Sess. ult,, May 18, 1747.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 1 2th day of that month,
in the year 1748.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing of the 133d
Psalm throughout, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishaet, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

May 15, 1747.— Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

Overture about Processes against Probationers.

(See Act 11th, 1746, re-transmitted.)

Overture about the Psalmody.

The General Assembly, considering the overture with respect to the Translations

aud Paraphrases of several Pieces of Sacred Scripture, did agree to appoint the com-
mittee which formerly had this affair under consideration to meet at the times in

which they were in use to meet before, viz., in the Society Hall, upon Tuesday before

each o,uarterly meeting of the Commission, at ten o'clock forenoon, and at other times

and places as they see cause ; and appoint that all instructions relating to it, that have

been sent up to this Assembly, shall be laid before them ; and that Presbyteries shall

send up what further instructions they think proper to the said committee, who shall

report the same, with their opinion, to the next Assembly.
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May 16, 1747.— Overture about the Calling of Ministers to vacant Parishes.

(See Act 4th, Assembly, 1748.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN
AND BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 12, 1748.

Sess. 1, May 12, 1748.— The King's Commissio7i to Alexander Earl ofLeven
produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 12, 1748.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissiojier.

George, R., &c.

HI.

Sess. 3, May 14, 1748.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 6, May 18, 1748.

—

Act concerning the Qualifications of Persons claiming to vote

in the Calling of Ministers to Vacant Parishes.

The General Assembly do enact, appoint, and declare, that, in the moderation of

calls to ministers, for supplying vacant parishes, no persons shall be admitted to vote,

or, if claiming a vote, shall have any regard paid to their votes, who have either twice

heard sermon in any meeting or congregation not allowed by the laws, or attended

divine worship performed by any Non-jurant minister, or preacher professing himself

to be of the Episcopal communion, or where his Majesty King George and the

royal family were not prayed for in express words, within twelve calendar months
immediately preceding the vacancy of the church to be supplied ; or who, during

any part of the said twelve calendar months, have received the sacrament of the

Lord's Supper dispensed by such ministers, or allowed their children to be baptized

by any of them ; and that it shall be competent to prove the said facts by the ju-

dicial declaration of the person claiming a vote, and objected to ; or by any other

mean of proof known and competent in law ; and that if the person objected to

shall refuse to give his declaration when required, he shall be held as confessed.

Further, that the proposed declaration to be given by any person claiming a vote as

above, shall contain at length the particular exceptions, viz. " That they have not twice

heard sermon, or attended divine worship, performed by a Non-jurant minister, or

preacher professing himself to be of the Episcopal communion, in any meeting or
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congregation not allowed by the laws ; or where his Majesty King George and royal

family were not prayed for in express words, within twelve calendar months immedi-

ately preceding the vacancy of the church to be supplied ; and that they have not,

during any part of the said calendar months, received the sacrament of the Lord's

Supper dispensed by such ministers, nor allowed their children to be baptized by
them ;" and that the declaration shall not be admitted upon its having reference in

general to these exceptions. That no proxy from any person claiming a vote shall

be sustained, unless there be annexed to the commission of proxy a subscribed de-

claration in the terms above mentioned ; and that, though a party do claim a vote by

proxy, and send a declaration in manner and terms before mentioned ; yet, if any

person shall object to him, as falling under the exceptions above inserted, it shall be

competent to such person to bring a proof of his objection, notwithstanding such de-

claration.

V.

Sess. ult. May 23, 1748.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VL

Sess. ult, May 23, 1748.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., May 23, 1 748.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 11th day of that

month, in the year 1749.

The General Assembly was concluded with prayer, and singing a part of the 89th

Psalm, from the 15th to the 19th verse, and pronouncing the blessing.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Robert Hamilton, Ch. Eccl. Scot, Dep.*

Sess. 7, May 19, 1748.— Overture about Processes against Probationers.

The committee for overtures transmitted to the Assembly an account of the re-

ports of Presbyteries sent up this year, anont the overture concerning processes

against probationers, bearing, that fourteen of the Presbyteries are for passing it into an

act, three are for it with amendments, twenty-one are against it, and one for delaying

it. And the Assembly having caused to be read the 9th Act of the Assembly, 1697,

as also the certifying clause at the end of the foresaid overture, did, after long reason-

ing, agree, without a vote, to transmit the said overture again to the several Presby-

teries of this Church without the said certifying clause, and in place thereof, in time

coming, appoint the following rule to be observed, viz. :
—" That all Presbyteries

• Mr George Wishart, Clerk to the Assembly, being this year Moderator, Mr Robert Hamilton, one of

the ministers of Edinburgh, acted as his substitute Ed. 1843.
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shall be put in mind by their several Synods, at such of their stated meetings as shall
first be held after the rising of each Assembly, to report their diligence in ])rcparino-

their opinions and answers, concerning ail overtures, (to be reported to future Gene-
ral Assemblies,) to such meetings of their Synods as shall be held immediately pre-
ceding the meetings of the General Assembly respectively ; and in case, upon inquiry,
any Presbytery shall be found to have neglected this part of their duty, by preparing
no such answer, the Synod finding such instance of neglect, and no valid excuse of-

fered and sustained, shall censure the Presbytery so neglecting."

Sess. 8, May 20, 1748.— Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(Ke-transmitted.)

Sess. 8, May 20, 1748.— Overture and Recommendation about Sermons on the Prin-
ciples of the Reformation and Revolution.

(See Act 4th, Assembly, 1749.)

Sess. 9, May 21, 1748.— Overture about the Psalmody.

Upon report of the committee for overtures, the General Assembly ao-reed to re-

mit the Translations and Paraphrases of Passages of Sacred Scripture, with all the
amendments offered thereupon, to the consideration of the committee named by the
last and preceding Assemblies for that end, and added Mr George Blackwell to their

number; which committee are hereby instructed to prepare a state of the whole, to be
laid before the next General Assembly. And it is recommended to Presbyteries, or
particular members, to have this matter under consideration, and correspond there-
anent with the committee, as they shall see cause. And the Assembly appoints
that the remarks sent up at this time be put in the hands of the said committee.

Sess. ult., May 23, 1748.

—

Proposals about Voters in Elections of Ministers.'

There was transmitted to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, from
their committee for overtures, a proposal for distinguishing the respect, in the calling

of ministers, due to such as are known to express a suitable regard to religion and
Gospel ordinances, and excluding those who are of a contrary character. And the

General Assembly, judging that this is a matter which requires deliberation, in order

to concert the most proper terms in which an overture to the above effect should be con-

ceived, before it be transmitted from the Assembly to Presbyteries, agreed that the

above proposal be referred to the Commission of this Assembly, that they may take

it under consideration, and be empowered to receive what helps may be transmitted

to them from the several Presbyteries of this Church, in order to their forming an
overture, to be laid before the next Assembly, that they may transmit it to the several

Presbyteries to have their opinion reported, in order to the establishing a standing

rule on this subject, if they shall see meet. And it is appointed that this be printed

at the end of the Acts of this Assembly, and that the Commission take it under con-

sideration, at farthest, at their meeting in August or November next.

* It does not appear that any Overture on this subject was laid before the Assembly of 1749

—

Ed. 1843.

4 T
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 11, 1749.

I.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 11, 1749 The King's Commission to Alexander Earl ofLeven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

11.

Sess. 1, May 11, 1749.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assemllg,

presented to them by his Alajestys Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. .?, May 13, 1749.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 8, May 19, 1749.

—

Act and Recommendationfor Preaching on the Principles of the

Reformation and Revolution.

The General Assembly, considering the strong evidence we had, in the late wicked
;

llobellion, of the obstinacy and restless spirit of the enemies of our happy constitu-

tion, the continued enmity they still show to the best of governments, and the vigi-

lance and art with whicii they endeavour to lessen people's zeal for the Protestant

religion, and to carry them off from their adherence to the interests of the Revo-
lution, and their fidelity and allegiance to our most gracious Sovereign King
George ; and at the same time being sensible, from past experience, how apt even the

j

friends of our happy establishment are, in the continued enjoyment of peace, to fall into

security, and theieby to give advantage to our vigilant enemies, do therefore ear-

nestly beseech and obtest all the ministers of this Chiu'ch to continue to be dili-

gent in instructing the people committed to their care in those principles of pure

Christianity that are particularly opposite to the errors and corruptions of Popery,

and in the grounds and reasons of the Reformation, and the principles on which
the late glorious Revolution, and our present happy establishment, are founded,

and to stir up all to a grateful sense and suitable improvement of the inestimable

blessings we enjoy, by the free exercise of the pure religion of Jesus, and the se-

curity of our liberties and properties under a legal government. And for these

purposes, and perpetuating the memory of the great things God has done for us

in these lands, the General Assembly do warmly recommend to all the ministers

of this Church to preach expressly, and on purpose, on the subjects above men-
tioned, or some of them, at least four Lord's Days every year, with proper exhor-

tations to their people, and suitable prayers and praises to our most gracious God,
in the name of the only Mediator between God and man, our Lord Jesus Christ.

And further, the Assembly do earnesdy recommend to all Presbyteries to take a

watchful inspection of schools within their bounds, and of the character and beha-

viour of schoolmasters, and to take care that they be qualified, by taking the oaths
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to the government, and that they instruct the youth in just principles of religion

and loyalty.

Sess. 9, May 20, 1749. — Commission to some Blinisters and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Ishaids, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 20, 17-19.

—

Act appointing Presbyteries to hold Visitations for settling

Parochial Schools.

There was brought into the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, from
their committee for bills, the petition of the Society in Scotland for Propagating
Christian Knowledge, representing that the Society have, since the year 1709, been
constantly emploved in carrying on the ends of their erection, by settling schools,

and employing schoolmasters in the large parishes of the Highlands of the North-
ern and Western parts of Scotland, and their endeavours have, by the blessing of

God, been attended with remarkable success : That the Society were sorry to re-

present to the Assembly, that, notwithstanding the good laws made for establishing

parochial schools and providing salaries, with school-house and other accommoda-
tions for the master at every parish church, yet several Presbyteries have for

some time past, and particularly of late, neglected to hold visitations, and take the

proper steps for bringing these laws intoexecution, but seem totally to depend upon the

charily schools established by the said Society. This being not only a manifest dis-

regard of those beneficial rules established by the legislature, but also a direct misim-
provement of the good intentions and effects of the said Society, a matter of great im-
portance to the country in general, it was judged proper to send letters to the several

Presbyteries in whose bounds any of the Society's charity schools are settled, request-

ing them to use their endeavours forthwith to settle a public school in every parish ;

and at the same time informing them that otherwise the Society would not fail to

withdraw theirs, which were never meant to supersede any mean of instruction what-

ever, far less a mean established by law. And in order to enforce the certification,

and to prevent its taking effect, the Society could not but hope that this Assembly, upon
due consideration, would intcrpone their authority thereto, and enjoin all the Presby-

teries in this tJhurch to do their duty in this respect ; and, therefore, humbly crav-

ing to the effect after mentioned. The General Assembly having heard and consi-

dered the said petition, and opinion of their committee for bills thereupon, did, and
hereby do, recommend to and enjoin the several Presbyteries of this Church to hold

visitations of parishes where public schools are wanting, and to take all proper and legal

steps for settling such schools therein, with competent salaries and building of school-

houses, as the law directs.

VII.

Sess. nlf., May 22, 17-49.— Commission to some Mijiisters and Ruling Elders fo,

discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.



700
' ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1749.

VIII.

Seas, uU., May 22, 1749.— Congratulatory Address to his Majesty upon occasion of
the General Peace.

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and faithful subjects, the ministers and elders

met in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, humbly beg leave to ap-

proach your throne with our most hearty congratulations on the happy return of

the national tranquilUty.

While, warmed with a just sense of the Divine goodness, we adore the Almighty

hand which hath turned war into peace, how ungrateful should we be, did we not

acknowledge your Majesty as the great instrument, under God, of procuring to us

this inestimable blessing.

Ambitious to express on every occasion the most dutiful and affectionate regard

for your sacred person and government, we embrace with joy this first opportunity

of testifying our unfeigned satisfaction in the success of your Majesty's arms and

councils, by which, through the Divine favour, we are now so happily secured in

the undisturbed exercise of the best religion, and the full enjoyment of all the

blessings of a British constitution.

Permit us. Great Sir, to say, that while other countries, amidst the continued op-

pression of despotic power, scarce feel relief from the calamities of war, it is our dis-

tinguished privilege to be the subjects of a Prince, no less ready to bless his people

with the comforts of peace, than to draw the sword in defence of their just rights

and liberties; and we should doubtless be most unworthy of your royal favour, if we
did not, in our stations, contribute our best endeavours to improve the public tran-

quillity, for promoting religion, virtue, and loyalty, which alone can render peace

truly valuable to ns, and the nation happy and glorious.

Permit us, likewise, to assure your Majesty, that the late increase of your royal

family affords us the sincerest joy. We cease not to give thanks to our God, through

our Lord Jesus Christ, for every new accession of strength to your illustrious house
;

whence we have the more abundant hope that peace shall remain within the walls of

our Jerusalem, and prosperity in all her palaces.

And it is our constant prayer to the Father of mercies, that your Majesty may be

long preserved to be the protector of the religions and civil rights of mankind, and to

make Britain still more happy and glorious in the enjoyment of peace and liberty ;

that you may be high in the special favour of God ; that he may abundantly bless

their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Whales, the Duke, the Princesses,

the issue of the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the royal family ; that, after

you have acted a shining part on earth, as the father of your people, and the faithful

servant of God, you may inherit a crown of glory that fadeth not away; and that

your posterity may fill the British throne with honour and renown to latest ages.

These are the fervent, unfeigned prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most dutiful,

and most loyal subjects.

Signed in our name, in oiu- presence, and at our appointment, by

Patrick Cuming, Moderator.
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IX.

Sess. ult., May 22, 1749.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of jNIay next, being the 10th day of that

month, in the year 1750.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Gkorge Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 8, 3Iay 19, 1749.— Overture about the Psalmody,

The committee for overtures transmitted to the Assembly their opinion concerning

the overture with respect to the Translations and Paraphrases of Sacred Scripture

;

and the Assembly, considering that amendments have been proposed by several Presby-

teries, but that by far the greatest part of them have as yet sent up no opinion ; and
it being represented, that, in the confusions of the late Rebellion, many Presbyteries

had lost the copies which had been sent them, the General Assenil)ly do again re-

mit this matter to the corhmittee named for the same purpose by preceding Assem-
blies; and do instruct them to consider the amendments which have been offered, and
to admit such of them as they judge proper and material, and to cause print a new
impression of the collections so amended, and send copies of the same to the several

Presbyteries, who are hereby appointed to send up their opinion to the next General
Assembly.

Sess. 8, May 19, 1749.

—

Overture about the morefrequent Celebration of the

Lord's Supper.

(An Act on this subject was passed in 1751.)

May 22, 1749.— Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(This overture is again given at length in the original edition of the printed Acts,

and with some amendments on the overture of 1742.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDEN AND
BEGUN AT EDINBURGH, MAY 10, 1750.

I.

Sess. 1, May 10, 1750.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl ofLeven pro-

duced, and ordered to be recordecL

The General Assembly, &c.
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II.

Sess. 1, Mat/ 10, 1750.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembhj,

presented to them by his Majesfg's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 12, 1750.— The General Assembly's Ansiver to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 7, May 17, 1750.

—

Act and Resolution concerning an Application to Parliament

for an Augmentation to Ministers'' Stipends.

The General Assembly, considering the distressed circumstances of many ministers

of this Church, arising from the smallness of their stipends, the expense of processes

for augmentations, and the dilatory payment of stipends, do resolve on an humble
application to be made to ihe King and Parliament for the following purposes:—That
in raising of summonses for modilication, locality, or augmentation of stipends, in-

stead of the usual method of summoning by a messenger, it shall be sufficient that a

general citation be made by every parish clerk from his desk, upon a Lord's Day, im-

mediately after divine service in the forenoon, and that letters be written, by the

Moderator of the Presbytery, to the absent heritors, except such as are forth of the

kingdom, who are to be summoned by a messenger, at the market cross of Edinburgh,

pier and shore of Leitli : That it shall be in the power of the Moderator, with con-

sent of the Presbytery, to pursue for modification, locality, or augmentation, whether

there be a minister settled in the parish, or the jiarish be vacant : That ministers'

stipends, if not paid within the year, shall bear interest from the first half year after

they become due : That power be given to the Commission of Teinds to suppress

parishes which they find not proper to be continued separate parishes, and to annex
them to one or more of the adjacent parishes: That the said Commission have like-

wise a power to alter the divisions of parishes, on a view to divide them as they see

cause. The General Assembly instructs ihose to be commissioned by them most

humbly to pray for relief in the premises, and for such further relief as to his Majesty

and the two Houses of Parliament shall, in their great wisdom, seem meet. And it

was declared by the Moderator from the chair to be the mind of the Assembly, that,

by this last clause, it was understood, that the commissioners to Parliament might

apply for an increase of the minimum.

V.

Sess. 10, May 2\, 17bO, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling

Eldersfor Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 10, May 21, 1750, ante meridiem.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling
Elders fur discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assemblv, &c.

1
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VII.

Sess. ult., May 21, 1750, post meridiem— Congratulatory Address to his'Majesty, on the

late increase of the Royal Family, by the birth of a Prince.

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The humble Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly, humbly beg leave to approach
your sacred person, with our sincere and hearty congratulations on the birth of a

young Prince in your illustrious and royal house.

We cheerfully embrace this opportunity to assure your Majesty, that the increase

of the family of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales gives us

the highest and most sensible pleasure, as it is, under God, a pledge of all the hap-

piness of a good government, of all the blessings of religion and liberty to us and to

our latest posterity, as it is the firmest security of the Protestant interest, and of the

peace and freedom of Europe; and as it tends to prevent our fears, and to extinguish

the hopes of the enemies of our country, and of our present happy constitution.

In this, as in many other happy events, we contemplate and adore the wisdom and
goodness of the Divine Providence, and cease not, with most thankful acknowledg-
ments, daily to present our earnest and ardent prayers to the Sovereign of the uni-

verse, and our merciful Father in Christ Jesus, to make us, with all the subjects of your
Majesty's happy government, vrorthy of those instances and proofs of Divine favour.

Tiiat your Majesty may be long preserved to reign in the hearts of a free and
flourishing people, and at last receive a crown of unfading glory ;—that their Royal
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, blest in a numerous progeny, his

Royal Highness the Duke, and all the branches of your august famil}', may live long

the objects of the love and affection of all your faithful subjects; and, having finished

a course of honour and virtue here, may receive the reward of immortal glory, are

the constant and fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most dutiful, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the National Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Robert Patoun, Moderator.

VIII.

Sess. vlt., May 21, 1750, post meridiem.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General

Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 9th day of that

month, in the year 1751.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart. Cls. JSccl. Scot.

Sess. ult., May 21, 1750.— Overture about the more frequent Celebration oftheLord^s

Supper.

(See Act 7th, Assembly, 1751.)
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iSess. ult.. May 21, 1750.

—

Overture about the Psalmody.

Tlie General Assembly finding, that, with respect to the overture about the Psalm-
ody, as the Translations and Paraphrases of Sacred Scripture were not transmitted

to Presbyteries since last Assembly, no reports were sent up to this Assembly ; but it

being informed that it is now reprinted, with amendments, at sight of the committee of
last Assembly, the General Assembly do transmit the same, as amended, to the se-

veral Presbyteries, that they may report their opinion thereupon to the next General
Assembly.

Sess. ult., May 21, 1750.— Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(See 1742 and 1 749. This overture is again transmitted, with another slight alteration.)

Sess. ult., May 21, 1750.— Overture mient Presbyteries neglecting to send up their

Opinions on the Overtures transmitted to them by the Assembly.

(See Act 7th, Assembly, 1752.)

Sess. ult., May 21, 1750.— Overture anent Processes against Probationers.

(See 1746 and 1748. Overture re-transmitted.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED
AT EDINBURGH, MAY 9, 1751.

I.

Sess. \, May 9, 1751.— The King's Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven produced,(

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 9, 1751.— T/ie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 11, 1751.— The General Assembly s Ansioer to the King''s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.
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IV.

Sess. G, il/oy 15, 1751.

—

Act and Resolution concerning Lawyers tvko are Members of
the Court appearing, as Procurators, to plead in Causes at the Bar of the General
Assembly or Commission.

The General Assembly, considering that they have a title to the assistance of all

their members as judges in all causes brought before them, they being expressly com-
missioned by their constituents to consult, vote, and determine, in all matters that
shall come before the Assembly; as also, that those who are appointed members of
the Commission of the General Assembly are obliged by that appointment to concur
in cognoscing and determining in every matter referred to them, do, therefore, resolve,

enact, and declare, that in time coming none who are constituent members of the
Court shall act as counsel or procurators in any causes which come before the Assem-
blies or Commissions thereof.

V.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 18, ITTil.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty s Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 18, 1751.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess, ult., May 2,0, 1751.

—

rAct anent the more frequent Celebration of the Sacrament

of the hordes Supper.

The General Assembly renews the 11th Act of Assembly, 1712, appointing the

more frequent celebration of our Lord's Supper j and in order to the better observance

of the said Act, every Presbytery, at their privy censures, before the winter Synod,
are hereby appointed to inquire at each of their brethren, whether they have ad-

ministered that sacrament, once at least, the preceding year, and in case any of them
feave not done it, their excuses shall be marked in the minutes, and what the Pres-

Ijytery has done in approbation or disapprobation thereof, and report the same in

writing to the Synod ; and in case of the absence of any member of the Presbytery

from the diet for privy censures, such member shall send up his excuse in writing,

either to that diet, or to the next ensuing Synod ; and in the event of brethren fail-

ing in both the before mentioned injunctions, it is hereby appointed that the Presby-

tery next after the Synod shall call such brethren to an account, and report to the

next Synod, that they may do therein as they shall see cause.

vni.

Sess. ult., May 20j 1751.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next Generat Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

4 u



706 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1752.

this place, upon the second Thursday of May next, being the 14th day of that month,
in the year 1752.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Geouge Wishart, Ck. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. ult., May 20, 1751.— Overture about the Psalmody.

The General Assembly, finding that several of the Presbyteries have not sent up
any opinion to this Assembly concerning the Psalmody, notwithstanding a new edi-

tion, with amendments, of the Translations and Paraphrases of Sacred Scripture was
transmitted to them, do again transmit the same, requiring such Presbyteries as have
hitherto been deficient to send up their opinions to the next Assembly ; and, in the

meantime, the Assembly recommends the said Psalmody to be used in private

families, and that Presbyteries be careful to have a sufficient number of copies of the

said last edition thereof within their bounds.

Seis. ult., May 20, 1751.

—

Overture about Licensing Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

Sess. ult, May 20, 1751.— Overture anent Presbyteries neglecting to send up their

Opinions on the Overtures transmitted to them by the Assembly.

(See Act 7th, Assembly, 1752.)

Sess. ult., May 20, 1751.

—

Overture anent Processes against Probationers.

(See 1746 and 1748. Overture re-transmitted.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED
AT EDINBURGH, MAY 14, 1752.

Sess. 1, May 14, 1752.— TheKincfs Commission to Alexander Eai I of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 14, 1752.— The King's most gracious Letter to tlie General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.
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m.
Sess. 3, it/ay 16, 1752.— The General Assembly's Anstcer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 8, May 22, 1752.

—

Act Deposing Mr Thomas Gillespie, Minister at Carnock,
from the Office of the holy Ministry ivithin this Church, and appointing the Pres-
bytery of Dunfermline to admit Mr Andrew Richardson as Minister of the Parish of
Inverkeithing.

The General Assembly, in pursuance of the orders given on Monday last to the
Presbytery of Dunfermline, proceeded to call for the ministers of the said Presbytery
to give an account of their conduct in consequence of the appointment then laid upon
them to admit Mr Andrew Richardson as minister at Inverkeithino-. The warrant to
summon all the members of that Presbytery to meet at Inverkeithing, upon Thursday
the 21st of May, for the said admission, and to summon each of the ministers of the
Presbytery to appear at the bar of this House this day, together with a written execu-
tion of the same, were produced and read. The said ministers being called, there
compeared Mr Robert Stark at Torryburn, Mr James Thomson at Dunfermline, Mr
Thomas Fernie there, Mr David Hunter at Saline, Mr Robert Stark at Kinross, Mr
James Stoddart at Culross, Mr Thomas Gillespie at (Carnock, Mr Alexander Dalino-
at Cleish, and Mr John Spence at Orwell. The Moderator produced and read a
letter from Mr John Liston, minister at Aberdour, representing, that, according to the
Assembly's appointment, he did attend at Inverkeithing yesterday, but could not ap-
pear before the Assembly this day because of his present indisposition ; also, a letier

from Mr James Bathgate, minister at Dalgettie, showing that he, in like manner
atended at Inverkeithing, but could not appear before the Assembly on account of
the indisposition of his family. There was also produced and read a letter from Mr
Robert Steedman, minister at Beith, together with an attestation from his physician,
showing the bad state of his health, which made it unsafe for him to travel, so that he
was not in condition to obey the Assembly's appointment concerning the admission
of Mr Richardson, which otherwise he would willingly and cheerfully have submitted
to. Then the ministers present being called upon, one by one, to give an account
whether or not they had obeyed the Assembly's appointment, Mr James Thomson
represented, that, according to the Assembly's appointment, he came to Inverkeithino-

yesterday at ten o'clock, and there met with Mr John Liston and Mr James Bath-
gate;—that they ordered the church bell to be rung between the hours of 11 and 12
o'clock forenoon ;—that immediately upon the ringing of the bell they went to the
session-house within the church of Inverkeithing, and there waited till two o'clock after-

noon ;—that they were required, under form ofinstrument, by Colonel Arthur Forbes
and others, callers of Mr Richardson, to admit him as minister there, but found they
were not empowered to proceed, there being only three of them, whereas the Act
of Assembly required five to make a quorum, for the purpose of the said admis-
sion;—that to show their readiness to execute the said sentence before they left

the church, they intimated to all present, and ordered the Presbytery officer to

intimate at the most patent church door, that they were to stay an hour or more
in town, in a house which they named, in order to meet with any other ministers,

in case more should appear, so as to make a quorum; all which was contained

in the instrument of protest taken by Colonel Forbes, and now lodged in the

clerk's hands ; and, accordingly, they waited in town till five o'clock at night. Mr
Robert Stark at Torryburn represented, that he went to Invcrkeithiiiij yesterday

morning, in order to converse with the elders, and others, opposcrs of Mr Richard-

son's settlement, and endeavour so far to reconcile them to his aduiission.
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as to give him clearness to join in it;—that having met with them, he did all in his

power to soften them, but to no purpose ; so that he left the place ;—that he had nothing
further to offer but what was contained in a representation signed by him and other
five brethren, to which he referred. Mr James Stoddart being called upon, acknow-
ledged that he was not at Inverkeithing, and pled his peculiar situation, as, by a sen-
tence of the Court of Session, he was found to have no title to the legal benefice in

the parish of Culross, for which reason he had chosen to behave himself in the man-
ner that appeared to him the most inoffensive, and had acted no part in the present

question, or in other affairs, which came before the Presbytery. Then Messrs David
Hunter, Thomas Gillespie, Alexander Daling, Thomas Fernie, and John Spence,
being called upon, acknowledged they had received the summons; that they had not
obeyed the Assembly's appointment, and for the reasons of their conduct, they gave
in a representation signed by them, and Mr Stark at Torryburn, whereof the tenor fol-

lows, viz.:—•" Unto the very Reverend the Moderator, and the Reverend and Honour-
able Members of the Venerable Assembly of the Church of Scotland, met at Edinburgh
1752, the humble Representation of the Members of the Presbytery of Dunfermline,
whose names are hereunto subjoined. We cannot but be deeply affected with our present
situation, in being obliged to stand at the bar of this Venerable Assembly, to answer
for non-compliance with any of their appointments ; but as this court is so good as

to allow us to speak in our own behalf, we shall therefore beg leave humbly to repre-

sent some of those things which have all along straitened us in the execution of the

orders we received, and which still lay such difficulties in our way as we are not able

to surmount ; and this we hope to do with that plainness and honesty, and, at the

same time, with that decent and dutiful respect to the supreme judicatory of this

Church, which it is so justly entitled to expect from us. We need scarce observe how
unjustly we have been represented, as having no other difficulty but the unreasonable
fear of opposing the ill-grounded prejudices of our people ; nor need we inform this

House, that ever since the Act restoring patronages, in the end of Queen Anne's
reign, there has been a vehement opposition to all settlements by presentations, where
there was but small concurrence; which settlements have already produced a train of
the most unhappy consequences, greatly affecting the interest of religion ; and if

turned into the stated and fixed rule of procedure, will, in all probability, be attended
with every fatal effect. Now, under such a view and apprehension as this, was it any
wonder, or was it inconsistent with that obedience with we owe to our earthly supe-
riors in the Lord, that we should demur and stop short in carrying a settlement into

execution, where, in our apprehension, there was by no means such a concurrence of
persons residing in the parish as might give sufficient weight and influence for pro-
motmg the great ends of the ministry? The Assembly know well, that it appears, from
their own Acts and resolutions, entered into their records, that the law of patronage
has been considered as no small grievance to this Church, not to say as inconsistent
with our Union settlement ; and we find it declared. Act 25th of JNlay, 1736, that it is,

and has been, since the Reformation, the principle of this Church, that no minister
shall be intruded into any parish contrary to the will of the congregation ; and, there-
fore, it isscriouMy recommended by the said Act to all judicatories of this Church to

have a due regard to the said principle, in planting vacant congregations, so as none
be intruded into such parishes, as they regard the glory of God and the edification of
the body of Christ ; which recommendation we humbly apprehend to be strongly sup-
ported by the principles of reason, and the laws of our Lord Jesus Christ. Permit us
to inform the Assembly, that after repeated endeavours used by committees of the Pres-
bytery, to lessen the opposition to Mr Richardson in the parish of Inverkeithing,
matters still remain in such a situation, that we are brought to this unhappy di-

lemma, either of coming under the imputation of disobedience to a particular order
of our ecclesiastical superiors, or contributing our part to the establishment of mea-
sures, which we can neither reconcile with the declared principles, nor with the true

interest of this Church. On the whole, we cannot help thinking, that by having an
active harid in carrying Mr Richardson's settlement into execution, we should be the
unhappy instruments, as matters now stand, to speak in the language of Holy Writ, of
scattering the flock of Christ, not to mention what might be the fatal consequences
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of such settlements to our happy civil constitution. If the Venerable Assembly shall,

on this account, judge usguilty of such criminal disobedience as to deserve their cen-
sure, we trust they will at least allovv' that we acted as honest men, willing to forego

ever^' secular advantage for conscience-sake. In such an event, this, through grace,

shall be our support, that not being charged with any neglect of the duties of our
ministry among those committed to our care, we are to suffer for adhering to what we
apprehend to be the will of our great Lord and Master, whose we are, whom we are

bound to serve in all things, and on whom we cast all our care. Robert Stark, David
Hunter, Thomas Gillespie, Alexander Daling, Thomas Fernie, John Spence."
Mr Robert Stark, minister at Kinross, being called upon, said he had not received the

summons;—that he was in Inverkeithing yesterday morning, but did not meet with
the three brethren who were there, in order to execute the Assembly's appointment,
for which he offered his reasons viva voce. But, afterwards, of his own proper mo-
tion, he signified to the Assembly that he was so sensible of the straits his brethren
were in, and of the bad effects of disobeying the authority of the Church, that he was
willing to expose himself to all hazards, and concur with the other three brethren

who had shown their readiness in obeying the Assembly's appointment, in case they
thought proper to renew the same. Then the Moderator earnestly recommended it

to the six brethren who gave in the above Representation, to consider seriously the

situation they were now in, and take the opportunity they as yet had of saving

themselves from the displeasure of the Church. And being again called upon, and
asked, one by one, if they had any more to offer, they declared they had nothing
further to add ; whereupon they were removed. The Assembly then caused read over

again the Representation given in by the six ministers above mentioned, and proceeded
to consider what was proper for them to do in the present case ; and after long rea-

soning, it was proposed that the General Assembly should now resolve that one of
the six disobedient brethren shall be deposed. Whereupon, the question was agreed

to be put, Depose or Not? it being understood, that if it carried Depose, the Assem-
bly's resolution should be as above. Then the rolls being called, and votes marked, it

carried by a considerable majority, Depose. Accordingly', the Assembly did, and
hereby do, resolve that one of the said six ministers shall be deposed, and they adjourn

till to-morrow the consideration of what remains to be done in this matter ; and the

ministers of the Presbytery of Dunfermline being called in, the above resolution of
the Assembly was intimated to them, and they were ordered to attend to-morrow.

Sess, 9, Mayn, 1752.

The Assembly proceeded to the cause respecting the brethren of the Presbytery

of Dunfermline, and having caused to be called the six ministers who had subscribed

the Representation given in yesterday, they all compeared ; after which they were re-

moved, and then were severally called in, one by one, and asked, if they had any
thing further to offer before the Assembly should proceed to consider their case, pur-

suant to the resolution of the Assembly yesterday. Mr Robert Stark at Torryburn
answered. That he hears there will be some further accession to Mr Richardson in the

parish of Inverkeithing, which, if he finds to be such as may clear his way, that will

open his eyes in that matter. Mr Thomas Fernie answered. That as matters now
stand, he has no freedom to have an active hand in the settlement. What he may do
in the case of a change of circumstances he could not saj' till that change appears.

Mr David Hunter answered, That as there is no alteration in the case since yesterday,

as little can there be any change in his mind and sentiments. If an agreeable ac-

cession happen, it will be neither his inclination nor interest to be backward. Mr
Alexander Daling answered, That he had nothing further to add. Mr John Spence,

riiat he choosed to add nothing. Mr Thomas Gillespie read at the bar a Representa-

tion, expressing his adherence to the Representation given in yesterday, and said, that

he had nothing further to add upon the subject. Then, after prayer for light and
direction to the Assembly in their procedure and decision of this matter, it was put to

the vote, which of the six brethren above mentioned shall be deposed, in pursuance

of the resolution of yesterday ; and the roll being called and votes marked, it was

carried, Mr Thomas Gillespie. And, therefore, the General Assembly did, and here-
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by do, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the sole King and Head of the Church,

and by virtue of the power and authority committed by him to them, depose Mr
Thomas Gillespie, minister at Carnock, from the office of the holy ministry, pro-

hibiting and discharging him to exercise the same, or any part thereof, within this

Church in all time coming ; and the Assembly did, and hereby do declare, the church

and parish of Carnock vacant from and after the day and date of this sentence. Then
the Assembly proceeded to consider the case of the other ministers, members of the

said Presbytery of Dunfermline, and, without a vote, came to the following resolu-

tion, viz. : They do hereby acquit Mr James Stoddard, minister at Culross, in re-

spect of his special circumstances. They sustain the excuse of Mr Robert Steedman

at Beith for not complying with the appointment of this Assembly, and not compear-

ing at the bar yesterday, in respect of his bad state of health : And find, that Messrs

James Thomson at Dunfermline, John Liston at Aberdour, and James Bathgate at

Dalo-ettie, did their duty in attending at Inverkeithing, and showing their readiness

to e.Kecute the Assembly's orders in case there had been a quorum, and the Assem-

bly sustains the excuses of the said Messrs Liston and Bathgate for not attending at

the bar of this Assembly ; and because of the declaration yesterday emitted by Mr
Robert Stark at Kinross at the bar, the Assembly pass from any censure upon him

for his conduct hitherto. And the General Assembly, taking into their consideration

the case of the remaining five disobedient brethren of the Presbytery of Dunfermhne

who have signed the Representation to this Assembly, and that, by the deposition of

Mr Thomas Gillespie at Carnock, they not only have asserted the authority of this

Supreme Court, but have inHictcd upon him a censure adequate to repeated acts of

disobedience adhered to tenaciously when at the bar ; and that albeit the remaining

offenders may have deserved the same censure, as being involved in the same trans-

gression, yet being desirous to mix mercy and lenity with their judgment, do there-

fore remit to the Presbytery of Dunfermline to settle and admit the said Mr
Andrevi' Richardson as minister of the parish of Inverkeithing, on or before the

18th day of June next to come, and ordain an exact list of the ministers who shall

be present on that day, for the effect foresaid, to be made up and entered into the

minutes of the Presbytery, with such excuses as may be made by any of them who
shall happen to be absent; and the Assembly empowers and requires the Synod of

Fife, at their first meeting after the said admission, to consider the said excuses, and

either to sustain or reject the same ; and the General Assembly hereby suspends

such of those who shall be absent, and shall not send excuses from and after the day

of the said admission, and such of them whose excuses shall be rejected by the said

first n)eeting of the Synod after their admission, from and after the date of such sen-

tence of the Synod, from the exercise of their offices in all Presbyteries, Synods, and

General Assemblies, ay and until they shall respectively testify their sorrow for their

disobedience to the Acts and ordinances of the General Assembly, either to their own
Presbytery or Synod, or to any Assembly or Commission thereof, upon entering of

which into the minutes of the Presbytery, Synod, or Commission, they are empowered

and required to take off this sentence of suspension, and to repone them, or any of

them, respectively, to the full exercise of their office in their judicative capacity. And
it is hereby declared, that it shall be competent for any member of the said Synod to

dissent from the judgment of the Synod, sustaining or rejecting the excuses offered,

and that such dissent shall be a sufficient foundation for reviewing that sentence in

the ensuing General Assembly. And the ministers above named, of the said Pres-

bytery of Dunfermline, being called, and all of them compearing, the foresaid sentence

of deposition was pronounced and intimated in the words belbre mentioned, to the

said Mr Thomas Gillespie, by the moderator from the chair, and the foresaid judg-

ment and resolutions of the Assembly, with respect to the other brethren, were like-

wise intimated to them ; and it being represented to the Assembly, that the next

ordinary meeting of the Presbytery of Dunfermline is to be held on the first Wednes-

day of June, the General Assembly appoint the said Presbytery, at that meeting, to

fix the particular day for the admission of tbe said Mr Richardson at Inverkeith-

ing, in pursuance of this Act and appointment ; which being also intimated to the
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parties at the bar, promoters of Mr Richardson's said settlement, Mr Archibald Mur-
ray, Advocate, in their name, took instruments thereupon in the clerk's hands.

V.

Sess. 9, May 2o, 1752.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Refor-
mation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal Bounty

for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. ulL, May 25, 1752.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, considering that there are divers affairs which they can-

not overtake, do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Reverend Mr Pa-
trick Cuming, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, their Moderator ; and fiom the

Presbytery of Annan, Mr Alexander Orr at Hoddam, Mr James Gaat at Graitnay,

ministers; Mr Robert Dairym pie. Writer to the Signet, ruling elder. Burgh of

Annan, John Johnston, provost thereof. From the Presbytery of Langholm, Mr
James M'Garroch at Eskdalemuir, Mr Robert Petrie at Canonbie, ministers

;

Matthew Irvine, merchant in Langholm, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Lochmaben, Mr Gabriel Gulan at Dryfesdale, Mr James Lindsay at Lochmaben,|Mr
David Imrie at St Mungo, ministers: Peter Halliday in Earntimpan, ruling eider.

Burgh of Lochmaben, Mr James Erskine, Advocate. From the Presbytery of Pen-
pont, Mr William Moodie at Glencairn, Mr John Irvine at Sanquhar, ministers

;

James Orr, clerk of Sanquhar, ruling elder. Burgh of Sanquhar, the Honourable
Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, Esq., one of the Senators of the College of Justice. From
the Presbytery of Dumfries, Mr Andrew Beveridge at Carlaverock, Mr John Ewart
at Troqueer, Mr James Hog at Kirkbean, ministers; the Right Honourable Charles
Erskine of Tinwald, Lord Justice-Clerk. Burgh of Dumfries, James Gilchrist, mer-
chant there. From the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr John Lamont at Kelton,

Mr Peter Yorston at Kells, Mr David Forbes at Borgue, ministers ; Robert Nasmith,
younger of Earlshaugh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Wigton, Mr Edward
Boyd at Wigton, Mr James Maitland at Sorbie, ministers; William Hanna of Kirk-
dale, ruling elder. Burgh of Wigton, Dr Alexander Martine of Little Airies, phy-
sician. Burgh of Whithorn, Hugh Hathorn, merchant, and late Dean of Guild of

Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Stranraer, Mr John Dickson at Newluce, Mr
Thomas Mutter at Leswalt, ministers : Dr James Dalrymple of Dunraggat, ruling

elder. From the Burgh of Stranraer, Mr Andrew M'Dowall of Kingseat, Advocate.

From the Presbytery of Ayr, Mr William Coats at Dalmellington, Mr Hugh Hamil-
ton at Girvan, Mr William Auld at Mauchline, Mr William Walker at Monkton, Mr
Andrew Mitchel at Muirkirk, ministers; Mr Alexander Boswell of Auchinleck, Ad-
vocate, and Mr David Dalrymple, Procurator for the Church, ruling elders. From
the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr John Montgomery at Stewarton, Mr Robert Hall at

Kilmarnock, Mr Charles Bannatyne at Irvine, ministers; Bailie William Gilchrist

at Kilmarnock, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Paisley, Mr Robert Paton

at Renfrew, Mr Peter Scott at Paisley, Mr James Hamilton there, ministers ; Pro-

vost William Somerville, ruling elder. Burgh of Renfrew, Mr Archibald Campbell,

younger of Succoth. From the Presbytery of Hamilton, Mr John Muirhead at Glas-

ford, Mr John Currie at East Monkland, Mr Robert Bell at Strathaven, ministers;

Mr William Gilmore, probationer, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lanark,

Mr Thomas Linning at Lesmahago, Mr James Porteous at Wiston, Mr John Brade-

fute at Dunsyre, ministers ; Mr James White of Overstockbridge, ruling elder. From
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the Presbytery of Glasgow, Mr William Maxwell at Rutherglen, Mr John Oughter-
son at Cumbernauld, Mr William Bell at (Jampsie, ministers ; Richard Allan, mer-
chant in Glasgow, ruhng elder. City of Glasgow, John Murdoch, one of the pre-

sent Bailies thereof; University of Glasgow, Mr Neill Campbell, Principal thereof.

From the Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr Andrew Gray at New Kilpatrick, Mr An-
drew Duncanson at Roseneath, Mr John Colquhoun at Baldernock, ministers ; John
Robison of Boghall, ruling elder. Burgh of Dumbarton, Mr James SmoUet of Bon-
hill, Advocate. From the Presbytery of Dunoon, Mr James Stewart at Kingarth,

Mr Alexander Lamont at Kilfinan, ministers ; Duncan Campbell of Southhall, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr David Campbell at Southend, Mr
Gershom Stewart at Kilbride in Arran ; Mr Alexander M'Millan of Dunmore,
Writer to the Signet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Inverary, Mr Patrick

Pollock at Southknapdale, Mr Donald Campbell at Northknapdale, ministers ; Colin

Campbell of Kirkbride, Esq., one of the Commissioners of his Majesty's Customs,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lorn, Mr James Stewart at Kilbrandon, Mr
William Campbell at Kilchrennan, ministers ; Patrick Campbell of Monzie, Esq.,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Mull, Mr Lauchlan Campbell at Ardna-

murchan, Mr Archibald M'Tavish at Torasay, ministers ; Hector M'Lean of Torloisk,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Alexander M'liagan at Little

Dunkeld, Mr Alexander Stewart at Blair-Athol, Mr Alexander Campbell at Weem,
Mr John Macduff at Lethendy, ministers ; His Grace James Duke of Athol, Ro-
bert M'Intosh, Agent for the Church, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Perlh,

Mr James Oswald at Methven, Mr Charles Foot at Kinfauns, Mr Patrick Banner-

man at Kinnoul, Mr James Gillespie at Dumbarnie, ministers ; Mr Robert Craigie

of Glendoig, Advocate, and John Bclshes of Invermay, ruling elders. From the

Presbytery of Stirhng, Mr James Mackie at St Ninians, Mr James Turnbull at Den-
ny, ministers ; George Abercrombie, younger of Tillibody, E^q., ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr Andrew Ramsay at Madderty, Mr Donald Munro
at Monzie, Mr James Reid at Glendovan, ministers; Mr James Graham of Dam-
side, Writer to the Signet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunblane, Mr
Andrew Turnbull at Kippen, Mr James Stewart at Callender, ministers ; Sir James
Campbell of Aberuchil, Bart., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunfermline,

Mr John Liston at Aberdour, Mr James Thomson at Dunfermline, Mr James Bath-

gate at Dalgettie, ministers ; Sir George Preston of Valleyfield, ruling elder. Burgh
of Dunfermline, David Turnbull, merchant in Dunfermline. From the Presbytery

of Kirkaldy, Mr Robert Spears at Burntisland, Mr David Marshall at Kirkaldy,

Mr George Gib at Abbotshall, ministers ; John Simson of Brunton, Esq., ruling

elder. Burgh of Kirkaldy, Dr Robert White of Bennochie. Burgh of Dysart, Mr
John Sinclair of Balgregie. Burgh of Kinghorn, Mr Gilbert Elliot of Lochgelly,

Advocate. From the Presbytery of Cupar, Mr William Smibert at Kilmenie, Mr
John Mathie at Collessie, Mr George Simson at Falkland, Mr Lawrence Gillespie at

Auchtermuchty, ministers ; the Right Honourable the Earl of Leven, and Mr Mar-
shall of Kilkcrnie, ruling elders. Burgh of Cupar, Mr James Leslie of Milldeans,

Advocate. From the Presbytery of St Andrews, Mr James Murison, Principal of

the New College at St Andrews, Mr James Walker at Leuchars, Mr David Beath at

Pittenweem, Mr Joseph Pitcairn at Carnbie, ministers ; Mr James Anderson, Advo-

cate, and Bailie Robert Waddel, shipbuilder in Kilrcnny, ruling elders. Univer-

sity of St Andrews, Mr David Young, Professor of Philosophy therein. From the

Presbytery of Meigle, Mr James Lyon at Blairgowrie, Mr Alexander Scot at King-

oldrum, Mr David Thomson at Airlie, ministers ; John Murray of Lintrose, Esq.,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Forfar, Mr James Donaldson at Glammis, Mr
George Nicol at Kinnettles, ministers; James Carnegie of Finhaven, Esq., ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Dundee, Mr David Maxwell at Strathmartin, Mr
George Lyon at Longforgan, Mr William Dall at Monifeith, ministers ; William

Morison of Naughton, ruling elder. From the Presbyter}^ of Aberbrothwick, Mr
Robert Preston at Arbirlot, Mr James Purdie at Guthrie, ministers ; the Honourable

Mr John jNIaul of Inverkeillor, one of the Barons of Exchequer, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Brechin, Mr James Beattie at Maryton, Mr George Wilson at
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Kinnaird, Mr David Ferguson at Farnwell, ministers ; James Bisset, merchant in

Montrose, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Fordoun, Mr Robert Young at

Benholm, Mr James Walker at Uunnottar, Mr Alexander Forbes at Fetteresso, mi-
nisters; Arthur Siraiton of Kirkside, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Aber-
deen, Mr John Lumsden, Professor of Divinity in the King's College of Aberdeen,
Mr Arthur Mitchell at Kinnellar, Mr George Abercrombie at Footdee, Mr Robert
Pollock, Professor of Divinity in the Marischal College of Aberdeen, ministers; the

Right Honourable William Grant of Prestongrange, Esq., his Majesty's Advocate,
Alexander Robertson of Glasgowego, late Provost of Aberdeen, ruling elders. King's

College, Mr George Gordon, Professor of Oriental Languages therein. From the

Presbytery of Kincardine- O' Neil, Mr John M'Innes at Crathie, Mr Francis Downie
at Lumphannan, Mr William M'Kenzie at Glenmuck, ministers ; Sir Arthur Forbes

of Craigievar, Bart., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Alford, Mr John Lums-
den at Strathdon, Mr Theodore Gordon at Kinnethmont, Mr Francis Adam at

Cushney, ministers ; Alexander Redford, merchant in Clatt, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Ellon, Mr Andrew Moir at Ellon, Mr John Rose at Logic, mini-

sters ; George Clark in Slains, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Garioch, Mr
Alexander Simson at Monymusk, Mr Alexander Turing at Oyne, Mr Alexander
Gordon at Kintore, ministers; the Right Honourable Hew Dalrymple of Drummore,
one of the Senators of the ('ollege of Justice, ruling elder. Burgh of Kintore, Mr
Thomas Dundas, younger of Fingask. From the Presbytery of Deer, Mr Robert

Garden at St Fergus, Mr James Walker at Peterhead, Mr W'illiam Taylor at New
Deer, ministers; the Right Honourable the Lord Strichen, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Turriff, Mr Andrew Ker at Turriff, Mr William Moir at Fyvie, mi-

nisters ; George Ironside, in parish of Alva, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Fordyce, Mr Walter Morison at Deskford, Mr James Ogilvie at Ordiquhill, ministers

;

Mr Robert Pringle, Advocate, ruling elder. Burgh of Cullen, Alexander Grant of

Tochyneil. Burgh of LiverurV) Sir Archibald Grant of Monymusk. From the

Presbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Patrick Gordon at Belly, Mr Alexander Chalmers at

Glass, ministers ; Thomas Grant of Achoynanie, ruling elder. Fiom the Presby-

tery of Aberlour, Mr Hugh Grant at Knockando, Mr James Gray at Rothes, mini-

sters; the Right Honourable Patrick Grant of Elchies, one of the Senators of the

College of Justice, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Abernethy, Mr Patrick

Grant at Duthill, Mr Patrick Grant at Cromdale, ministers ; Mr John Grant, younger
of Elchies, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Elgin, Mr Alcx^inder Murray of

Birnie, Mr Alexander Murray at Duffus, ministers ; Bailie Robert Grant, merchant
in Elgin, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Forres, INIr Robert Di.iibar at Dyke,
Mr William Barron at Ardclach, ministers ; John Dunbar at Bennagight, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Inverness, Mr Alexander M'Bean at Inverness, IMr

Robert Thomson at Kirkhill, ministefs ; John Baillie, Writer to the Signet, ruling

elder. From the Presbvterj' of Chanonry, Mr Alexander Eraser at Avoch, Mr Hec-
tor M'Phail at Culicudden, ministers ; Robert Gordon of Haughs, rulinij elder. From
the Presbytery of Tain, Mr John Porteous at Kilmuir- Easter, Mr Gilbert Robertson

at Kincardine, ministers ; the Honourable William Master of Rose, ruling cider.

From the Presbytery of Dingwall, Mr James Eraser at Alness, Mr John M'Lcunan at

Contin, ministers ; Albert Monro of Coull, ruling elder. From the Presby.tery of

Abertarff, Mr Thomas Eraser at Boleskine, Mr Malcolm M'Caskill at Kilmallie, mi-

nisters; Sir Ludovick Grant of Grant, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Skye,

Mr John M'Pherson at Slait, Mr Donald RI'Queen at Kilmuir, ministers ; Alesan
der M'Leod of Ulinish, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lewis, Mr John
Clark at Stornowaj', Mr Norman Morison at Uig, ministers. From the Presbytery

of Uist, Mr Lauchian M'Leanat Barra, Mr John jNI'Aulay at South Uist, ministers.

From the Presbytery of Gairloch, Mr John M'Lean at Kintail, Mr Martin M'Pher-
son at Glenelg, ministers ; Murdoch M'Kenzie of Letterew, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Dornoch, Mr William Rose at Loth, Mr Francis Robertson at Ciyne, mi-

nisters. Promthe Presbytery ofTongue, Mr Walter Rossat Tongue, Mr JohnSkeldoch
atFarr, ministers; Captain George Mackay of Skibo, rulingelder. From the Presbytery

of Caithness, Mr James Brodie at Latheron, Mr Alexander Pope at Reav, ministers

;

"4x
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Mr William Halawel, jireaclier of the Gospel, ruling elder. From the Presbvteryof

Kirkwall, Mr John Yule at Kirkwall, Mr Hugh Mowat at Evie. ministers ; Robert Su-

therland, physician in Kirkwall, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Cairston, Mr
James Tyrie at Stromness, Mr John Reid at Orphir, ministers ; Mr Andrew Ross,

factor for the Earl of Morton, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of North Isles, Mr
Andrew (^owan at Westray, Mr Matthew Cleghorn at Rousay, ministers ; Jerome
Dennison of Noutland, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Zetland, Mr John
Barclay at Delting, Mr Thomas Miller at Lerwick, ministers ; John Craigie, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Mr George Fordyce at Corstorphine,

Mr Robert Hamilton at Edinburgh, Mr Gilbert Hamilton at Cramond, Mr William

Bennet at Duddingston, Mr George Kay at West Kirk, Mr John Hyndman there,

ministers ; the Right Honourable Robert Dundas of Arniston, Esq., Lord President

of the Court of Session, Mr James Davidson of Halltree, John Brown, merchant, and

one of the present Bailies of Edinburgh, ruling elders. City of Edinburgh, George
Drummond, Esq., present Lord Provost thereof, and James Ker, Deacon- Convener

of the Trades thereof. University of Edinburgh, Mr John Gowdie, Professor of Di-

vinity therein. Church of Campvere, Mr James Yair, minister, Archibald Macaulay,

Esq., Lord Conservator of the Scots Privileges therein. From the Presbytery of

Linlithgow, Mr John Lookup at Mid-Calder, Mr John Wilkie at Uphall, Mr William

Hastie at Slamannan, Mr Thomas Wardrop at Bathgate, ministers ; the Right Ho-
nourable the Lord Napier, the Honourable Charles Hope Vere of Craigiehall, ruling

elders. Burgh of Linlithgow, Mr James Dundas of Philpsto\m, Advocate. Froin the

Presbytery of Biggar, Mr Patrick Hepburn at Walston, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho,

ministers; John (Gladstones, heritor in Biggar, ruling elder. From the Presbytery

of Peebles, Mr Christopher Cairns at 'I'weedsmuir, Mr Alexander Davidson at Tra-

quair, ministers ; Charles Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Dalkeith, Mr Patrick Simson at Fala, Mr Ale.\auder Carlyle at Inveresk,

Mr George Logan at Ormistoun, ministers; Mr Robert Dundas, younger of Amis-
ton, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Haddington, Mr Patrick Wilkie at

Haddington, Mr James Witherspoon at Yester, Mr Hugh Bannatyne at Dirleton,

ministers; Mr William Law of Elvingston, Advocate, ruling elder. Burgh of North
Berwick, Richard Anderson of Windigoul. From the Presbytery of Dunbar, Mr
Alexander Pyot at Dunbar, Mr David Spence at Cockburnspath, ministers ; Mr
Alexander Hamilton of Pencaitland, ruling elder. Burgh of Dunbar, Mr Alexander

Home of Eccles, one of his Majesty's Solicitors. From the Presbytery of Dunse,

Mr William Home at Fogo, Mr Matthew Sandilands Dysart at Eccles, ministers;

Bailie David Cockburn in Langton, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Chim-
side, ^Ir William Wilson at Coldstream, Mr James Allan at Eyemouth, Mr John Tod
at Ladykirk, ministers ; Mr John Swinton, younger of that Ilk, Advocate, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Kelso, Mr Thomas Pollock at Ednam, Mr William

Walker at Mackerston, ministers; John Dawson of Harpertoun, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr James Winchester at Jedburgh, Mr James Simson
at Wilton, Mr Alexander Glen at Kirkton, ministers; the Most Honourable the

Marquis of Lothian, ruling elder. Burgh of Jedburgh, Mr Thomas Calderwood of

Polton From the Presbytery of Earlston, Mr Alexander Duncan at Smailholm, Mr
David Duncan at Stow, ministers; Mr Robert Kennedy of Greenknow, Advocate,
ruling elder. Burgh of Lauder, Mr Charles Binning of Pilmore, Advocate. From
the Presbytery of Selkirk, Mr James Mason at St Boswell's, Mr William Brown at

Maxton, ministers ; Mr Andrew Pringle, Advocate, ruling elder ; with his Grace
Archibald Duke of Argyle, the Most Honourable John Marquis of Tweeddale, the

Right Honourable James Earl of Morton, the Right Honourable John Earl of

Breadalbane, the Right Honourable Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto, Mr John Sinclair of

Murkle, two of the Senators of the College of Justice, Sir John Clerk of Pennicuik,

Baronet, one of the Barons of Exchequer, ruling elders; to be commissioners, &c.
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VII.

Sess. ult., Mat/25, 1752.

—

Act concerning Presbyteries neglecting to send up their Opinions
upon Overtures transmitted to them*

The General Assembly, considering that a great many Presbyteries neglect to send

up their opinions concerning overtures transmitted to them, whereby the considera-

tion and enacting of several overtures hath been postponed, do hereby enact, that

when any overture hath been twice transmitted, the General Assembly will, without

further transmission, take such overtures into consideration, and pass into acts or

reject the same as they shall see cause, although Presbyteries have not sent up their

opinions.

VIII.

Sess. ult., May 25, 1752.

—

Act regulating the Meetings of Synods in respect of the late

Act of Parliament changing the Calendar.

The General Assembly, in respect of a late Act of Parliament changing the calen-

dar, appoints that the Synods which usually met on the first Tuesday of April or

October, shall meet on the second Tuesday of these months, according to the new
style ; that those who have been in use to meet on the second Tuesday of the said

months shall meet on the third Tuesday, new style, and so of the rest; advancing a

week in the denomination of the days, whatever month or week of that month any of

the Synods have been in use to meet in ; and such Synods as have already ad-

journed shall have their next meeting according to the above appointment.

IX.

Sess. ult, May 25, 1752.

—

Act appointing the Diet ofthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the fourth Thursday of May next, being the 24th day of that month,

in the year 1753.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. ult, May 25, 1152.— Overturefor regulating the Effect of Dissentsfrom

Judgments of Inferior Courts.^

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from their Committee for Over-

tures, an overture for regulating the effect of dissents, which was read as follows, viz.:

—The General Assembly, considering that the appearing of dissenters against parti-

cular judgments of inferior courts has created much trouble to the superior judi-

catories—for remedying thereof in all time coming, enact and ordain, that in all causes

litigated betwixt parties before any inferior judicatories, when judgment is given in

such way as one or more members think themselves obliged to dissent, this shall

give them no title to appear before the superior courts in opposition to such judg-

ment, unless they be called upon to defend themselves against censure, according to

the Act of Assembly, 1644, anent dissenting voices. The General Assembly, having

heard the above overture, do transmit the same to the several Presbyteries ot this

Church, that they may report their opinion thereon to the next Assembly.

• • Remonstrances having been made against the way of passing this Act, it was, in 1753, transmitted as

an|oTerture. In 1738 it was re-enacted, (see 5th Act of that year.)

—

Ed. 184i).

f This overture does not apijear to have been passed into an act

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT

EDINBURGH, MAY 24, 1753.

I.

Scss. \, Maij 24, 1753.— The Khirfs Commission to Alexander Earl of Leven

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

11.

Sess. 1, May 24:, 1753.— The Kiiiffs inost gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

Gkorge, R.j &c.

III.

Sess. 3 May 26, 1753.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 26, 1753.

—

Act Disrhargiiig Presbyteries fn elect Missionary Ministers or

Preachers as tJieir Commissioners to the Geiieral Assemblies.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration the case of commissions given

sometimes by Presbyteries to missionary ministers, employed by the managers of the

Royal Bounty, to represent them in the Assembly, do hereby discharge all Presby-

teries to elect such missionary ministers to be their commissioners to the General

Assembly in time coming.

Sess. 7, June \, 1753.

—

Act against Simoniacal Practices.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration a representation made to them by

the Synod of Angus and Mearns, relating to bargains betwixt patrons or heritors in

parishes, and candidates for the ministry, or the friends of such candidates, and the

great dano-er which may thence arise to this Church, do hereby enjoin the several

Presbyteries in this Church, in order to prevent such practices for the future, to take

all proper measures to discover if anj- such have happened in their bounds, and if,

upon iniiuiry, it shall be found that any minister or probationer hath obliged himself,

or that his friends, before his settlement, and in order to promote the same, have

oblii-ed themselves, upon the account of the candidate, that he shall not, during his

incumbenc}', commence any process against the heritors for augmentation of stipend,

reparation of manse, office-houses, or enlarging his glebe ; or shall have become bound

in any sum or sums of money, or any prestation to the patron or persons connected

with the patron, in order to procure the presentation, or to the heritors or others con-

cerned in order to obtain a concurrence with the said presentation, or otherwise to

procure a call to a vacant parish ; or has entered into any simoniacal paction or practice
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for thai effect ; that such Presbytery lay a representation of the said matter before

the General Assembly, that the Procurator for the Church may have orders to raise

and carry on a process of reduction of such bargains or obligations before the Court
of Session ; and also, the Assembly do hereby declare it a just cause of deposition in

ministers, or of taking away the licence of a probationer ; and ordain Presbyteries to

proceed to such sentences against all such ministers and probationers as shall be here-

after found to have either entered into such bargains themselves, previous to their

settlements, or who shall, after their settlements, homologate the deed of their friends,

and do not inmiediately, when they come to the knowledge of it, intimate the same
to the Presbytery of the bounds. And, further, the Assembly appoint this Act to be
read by all Presbyteries to every person before he be licensed to preach the Gospel,

and to every candidate for a settlement in their bounds, before they take any steps

towards his settlement. And, further, the General Assembly being informed that in

the case of a certain settlement in the Presbytery ofDundee, the present incumbent's
friends, before his settlement, had, without his knowledge, entered into a bargain with
the heritors, which has been very inconvenient for him ever since ; they do therefore

appoint their Procurator to raise and carry on a process of reduction of that bargain

before the Lords of Council and Session at the public charge ; and ordain the Pres-

bytery of Dundee to give the Procurator a distinct account of the particulars of that

matter, so far as they have access to know them, for the above mentioned purpose.

VI.

Sess. 8, June 2, 1753.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty s Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., June 4, 1753.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIU.

Sess. ult., June 4, 1753.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembli/.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the fourth Thursday of May next, being the 23d day of that month,
in the year 1754.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. ult., June 4, 1753.

I

The General Assembly, finding, by the report of their Committee for Overtures,

that a great number of Presbyteries have not vet sent up their returns to the overtures

transmitted to them by the last and former Assemblies, do require such Presbyteries,

as are still deficient, to send up their opinions on these overtures to the next General
Assembly, viz. :

—
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Overture about the Psalmody, transmitted in the year 1750.

Overture about Licensing Probationers, transmitted in the year 1749, and, with an
addition, in the year 1750.

Overture anent Processes against Probationers, transmitted in the year 1 748.
Overture for Regulating the Effect of Dissents from Judgments of Inferior

Courts, transmitted by the Assembly 1752.

Sess. ult., June 4, 1753 Overture orient Presbyteries neglecting to send up their

Opinions on the Overtures transmitted to them hy the Assembly.

(See Act 5th, 1758.)

Upon a motion that the Assembly should consider the 7th Act of last Assembly
with respect to overtures transmitted to Presbyteries, concerning which there were
a good many instructions sent up with commissioners to this Assembly, remonstrating

against the way of passing the said Act, the same not having been previously trans-

mitted as an overture to Presbyteries, the General Assembly do hereby now transmit

the said Act as an overture to the several Presbyteries of this Church ; and appoint

that they send up their opinions thereon to the next General Assembly; of which
Act the tenor follows, viz. :—" The General Assembly, considering that a great many
Presbyteries neglect to send up their opinions concerning overtures transmitted to

them, whereby the consideration and enacting of several overtures hath been post-

poned, do hereby enact, that when any overture hath been twice transmitted, the

General Assembly will, without further transmission, take such overtures into con-

sideration, and pass into Acts or reject the same as they shall see cause, although

Presbyteries have not sent up their opinions."

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 23, 1754.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1754.— The Kings Commission to John Earl of Hopetoun pro-

duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1754.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, pre-

sented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 25, 1754.— The General Assembly's Answer to the Kin^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.
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IV.

Sess. 7, May 30, 1754 Act anent Licensing Probationers and settling Ministers

in consequence of a Presentation.

The General Assembly enjoin all Presbyteries that they take care, in licensing

prol)ationers, strictly to observe the rules of the Word of God, and Acts of Assembly
relative thereto—also strictly to observe the rules of this Church, with respect to Pro-
bationers for the ministry licensed in England, or in foreign parts ; that before taking

any steps towards a settlement in consequence of a presentation, they take care that

the patron and presentee be duly qualified, and that the presentation be in the terms

of law ; and that when one is presented to a parish, against whom there appears to

be no just objection, they use their best endeavours to render the presentee accept-

able to the parish.

V.

Sess. 7, May 30, 1754.

—

Act appointing Ministers ordained or admitted to Parishes to

be Members of the Presbytery and Synod in whose Bounds the Pai-ish lies.

The General Assembly do hereby declare, that when one is ordained or admitted

as minister of a parish, he shall, by virtue of such ordination or admission, be, ipso

facto, a member of the Presbytery and Synod in whose bounds the parish lies ; and
ordains the clerks of these judicatories forthwith to enrol him. And all clerks of Sy-
nods and Presbyteries are hereby enjoined to enrol as members such as have, at any
tinie preceding this, been ordained or admitted as ministers of parishes within their

respective bounds.

VI.

Sess. 7, May 30, 1 754.

—

Act extending the Twelfth Act of the Assembly, 1736, to Sen-

tences passed by the General Assembly, and not obeyed by Presbyteries.

The General Assembly, finding that, by the 12th Act of Assembly, 1736, Presby-

teries refusing to obey the sentences of the Commission of the General Assembly
are declared to be, ipso facto, sisted before the next General Assembly, to whom the}'

shall be accountable for their conduct ; do hereby declare this Act to be extended to

sentences passed by the General Assembly, and not obeyed by Presbyteries.

vir.

Sess. 8, June 1, 1754.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII I.

Sess. ult., June 3, 1754.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.
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IX.

Sess. ult., June 3, 1754.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the fourth Thursday of May next, being the 22d day of that month,
in the year 1755.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

May 30, 1754.— Overture anent Ministers ordained in England, or in Foreign Parts.*

The General Assembly transmit the following overture to the several Presbyteries

of this Church, that they may report their opinion thereupon to the next General

Assembly, viz. :—^" That before any minister ordained in England, or in foreign parts,

be considered as a minister of this Church, so as to be capable of a charge in the Estal)-

lisliment, he shall preach before the Presbytery in whose bounds the charge is, and

be examined by them, in order to their judging if he be duly quahfied. And in case

any such minister shall be presented by a patron, or receive a call to any parish pre-

viously to his undergoing the trial now mentioned, it shall be competent for the Pres-

bytery to take trial of him as above, in order to his settlement."

June 1, 1754.

—

Overture anent Members of Inferior CourtsJudginy in Causes appealed

from them to the Superior Courts.

(See 1741. )t

The General Assembly as;recd to transmit the following overture, transmitted to

them by the Commission of last Assembly, to the consideration of the several Pres-

byteries, that they may report their opinion thereon to the next General Assembly

;

which overture is as follows, viz. :
—" The Commission considering that the present

practice of this Church, whereby the members of inferior judicatories are excluded

i'rom judging or voting in the superior judicatories, in case of an appeal, is contrary

to the practice of all other courts, both of law and equity, and in some measure sub-

versive of that exact parity which is a leading part of our constitution, as it sometimes

subjects the sentence of the far greater number to that of the lesser ; and further,

considering that, by this means, those who a little before acted in the character of

judges, are obliged to stand at the bar on a level with the pannel, must enter into

the spirit and warmth of a party, and, perhaps, are condemned for no other reason than

giving sentence according to their best judgment, and which the}' would willingly

have altered upon a review ; and as it often, if not always, ha])pens that when the

members of inferior courts, before whom the cause was first tried and thoroughly

canvassed, are removed, the artair is not sufficiently understood, particularly because

those who voted among the minority are not allowed to assign any reasons for their

conduct, except they have entered a c^)m])iaint, which one would not choose to do,

unless in a very strong case ; and every one knows that, in the course of reasoning,

things frequently cast up which perplex or mislead the judges, that could easily have

been obviated or cleared up if the members of the inferior courts had not been de-

])rived of the liberty of speaking. On all these accounts, and for many other obvious

reasons, the Commission propose that the Assembly should transmit an overture to

the consideration of the several Presbyteries, for allowing the members of inferior

judicatories to sit, judge, and vote, in the Superior Courts, in eases of appeals, as they

do at present in the case of a reference.

• This overture w as again transmitted in the following jrar
; but Presbvteries do not appear to have

reported thiir opinion Ed. 1843.

f This overture appears to have been again and again transmitted, (see espcci.illy 1771 &c.) but

never enacted,

—

£d. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1755.

I.

Sess. 1, 3/aj/ 22, 1755.

—

The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1755.— The Kirif/s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty 8 Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1755.

—

The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 6, May 28, 1755.

—

Act against Infidelity and Immorality.

The General Assembly, being filled with the deepest concern on account of the

prevalence of infidelity and immorality, the principles whereof have been, to the dis-

grace of our age and nation, so openly avowed in several books published of late in

this country, and which are but too well known among us ; do, therefore, judge it

proper and necessary for them at this time to express the utmost abhorrence of these

impious and infidel principles, which are subversive of all religion, natural and re-

vealed, and have such pernicious influence on life and morals. And they do earnestly

recommend it to all the ministers of this Church to exercise the vigilance, and to

exert the zeal, which becomes their character, to preserve those under their charge

from the contagion of these abominable tenets, and to stir up in them a solicitous

concern to guard against them, and against the influence of those who are infected

with them.

V.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1755.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

4y
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VI.

Seas. 9, 3fa7/ 31, 1155.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal

Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1755.

—

Act appointing the next Diet of the General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the third Thursday of May next, being the 20th day of that month,

in the year 1756.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George VVishart, Cls. Eccl, Scot.

May 29, 1755.

Upon report of the Committee for Overtures, the General Assembly transmits to

the several Presbyteries the overtures formerly transmitted to them by the last and

preceding General Assemblies, and appoint that such Presbyteries as have given no

opinion on these overtures do send up their opinions to the next General Assembly;

and that such Presbyteries as have given their opinions upon them formerly do send

up a new extract of the same.

The Overtures above referred to are

:

—
L Overture anent Processes against Probationers, transmitted by the Assembly,

1748.

II. Overture anent Licensing Probationers, transmitted by the Assembly, 1749,

with an Amendment, proposed and transmitted by the Assembly, 1750.

III, Overture anent the Psalmody, transmitted by the Assembly, 1750.

IV. Overture anent the Effect of Dissents, transmitted by the Assembly, 1752.

V. Overture anent Presbyteries neglecting to send up their Opinions on the Over-

tures transmitted to them by the Assembly, transmitted bv the Assembly,

1753.

VI. Overture anent Ministers ordained in England, or in Foreign Parts, transmit-

ted by the Assembly, 1754.

VII. Overture anent Members of Inferior Courts judging in Causes appealed from

them to the Superior Courts, transmitted by the Assembly, 1754.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1756.

I.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1756.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.
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n.

Sess. 1, Ma!/ 20, 1756.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to tliem by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The frequent proofs you
have given of your zeal and steadiness in promoting true pietv, and the repeated ex-

perience we have had of your loyalty, attachment, and affection to our person and
government, cannot but induce us most heartily to concur in your present meeting,

and to countenance the same with our royal approbation and authority. And as we
are persuaded that you will at all times, and more especially in the present juncture,

be governed b^', and are now come together with, the same good princiyjles and dis-

positions, you may be assured of our firm resolution to protect the Church of Scot-

land, as by law established, and to maintain it in the full enjoyment of all its just

rights and privileges.

We have had such proofs of the fidelity, prudence, and conduct of our right trusty

and well-beloved Charles Lord Cathcart, that we have again thought fit to make
choice of him to represent our person in this Assembly, not doubting, tVom the know-
ledge you have of his firm attachment to our person, family, and government, and of

his zeal for the Church of Scotland, but that he will be most agreeable to you.

We have a thorough dependence, that your best endeavours will not be wanting,

in whatever may contribute to the good and desirable end of advancing true piety

and virtue, which is the chief intent of your present Assembly. And so we bid you
heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 21sl day of April 1756, in the twenty-ninth

year of our reign.

By His Majesty's Command,
HOLDERNESSE.

III.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1756.— TJie General Assembly s Answer to the King''s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We received your Majesty's most gracious letter with that respect and gratitude

which we owe to the best of Sovereigns, under whose auspicious government we en-

joy so many inestimable blessings.

Your Majesty's countenancing our present meeting with your roj'al approbation

and authority, is one of the many evidences you have given of your regard for the

prosperity of this National Church.
Nothing can do more honour to us than that your Majestj' is graciously pleased to

take notice of our zeal and steadiness in promoting true piety, and of our loyalty, at-

tachment, and affection to your sacred person and government.
Wlien we reflect upon the justice and mildness of your government, and the un-

wearied attention your Majesty has given to the prosperity of all who are so happy
MS to live under it, we have the greatest confidence and joy in the assurances ot your

jNIajesty's firm resolution to protect the Church of Scotland, as by law established,

and to maintain it in the full enjoyment of all its rights and privileges: At the same

time, it fills oiu- hearts with gratitude to Almighty God, by whom kings reign, with

an ardent zeal to'rsupport your Majestv's government ; and with the warmest resolu-

tion to promote the same pious and loyal principles, wherever our infiueuee can

reach; and, particularly, in the breasts of all those waii whom v,c arc more innne-

diately concerned.
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Your Majesty, in the present critical juncture, hath given such signal proofs of your
fortitude and steadiness in the support of the rights and privileges of the crown of
Britain, and of all, even its remotest subjects, against the attempts and usurpations of
lawless power, that we consider ourselves as called upon, in a particular manner, to

exert our utmost endeavours in defence of your Majesty's sacred person, and in

support of that constitution and government which must be dear to us as men, Bri-
tons, and Protestants.

Your Majesty's renewal of your royal bounty for the reformation of the Highlands
and Islands, and places where Popery and ignorance abound, we acknowledge with
all thankfulness, and shall not fail to employ so pious a gift for promoting the im-
portant purposes for which it is most graciously bestowed.

The choice your Majesty has again be?n pleased to make of Lord Cathcart to re-

present your person in this Assembly, gives the highest pleasure to us, and to every
member of the Church of Scotland.

The proofs your Majesty has had of his fidelity, prudence, and conduct ; and the
knowledge we have of his steady and firm attachment to your Majesty's person,
family, and government, and of his regard and zeal for the rights and interests of
the Church of Scotland, must render the choice of him most acceptable to us, and
endear him to all who wish well to our present happy Establishment in Church and
State.

We can, with great truth, assure your Majesty, that, as we arc at this time met together

in the National Assembly of this Church, our best endeavours shall be employetl to

promote the good and desirable end of advancing true piety and virtue, the great in-

tent of our present meeting ; studying to approve ourselves to Almighty God, and to

justify the trust and confidence your Majesty is most graciously pleased to repose

in us.

That he who is the King of kings may pour down his choicest blessings upon vour
Majesty's person and family ; that the crown may long flourish upon your sacred

head, and your precious life be preserved for a blessing to these realms ; that that

wisdom which is from above may inspire all your councils, and that strength which
is Almighty may go forth with your arms; that God may abundantly bless his Royal
Highness George Prince of Wales, the Princess Dowager of Wales, the Duke, the

Princesses, and all the branches of your royal family; and that after a long and happy
reign upon earth, you may at last be received into that kingdom which cannot be

moved, are, and shall be, the sincere and hearty prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by
Patuick CuJiiNU, Moderator.

IV.

iS'e.5s. 4, JSItnj 24, 1756.— The Qeneral Asscmhli/s Address to Ids Majesty, on Occasion

of his Declaration of War against the French Kinij.

Most gracious Sovereign,

Your iSIajesty's just resentment of the encroachments of the French in America"

has compelled that nation to throw off the mask of peace, under which they have

carried on designs so pernicious to (n'eat l^ritain. Hostilities are begun in Europe;

war is now declared ; France has invaded Minorca, and threatens with invasion the

British Isles.

In this critical situation of public affairs, we, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal

subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland, met in the National

Assembly, think it our duty to express our deep concern for the general welfare, and

our aft'cctionate regard for a prince who is the guardian of liberty, and the father of
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his pecplc ; and wc heartil}' embrace this opportunity of giving vour Majesty assur-

ances which cannot fail of being acceptable to your benign disposition—authentic
assurances of the loyalty of the |>eople of Scotland.

The members of this Established Church, who make so great a majority of the
inhabitants of North Britain, are universally fervent in their zeal for your Majesty's

person and family. Devoted of old to the best of causes, religion and liberty, the Pres-
byterians early fixed their hearts and hopes on the House of Hanover, by whose
succession alone religion and liberty could have been preserved. The happy expe-
rience of almost half an age, during the reign of your Majesty, and your royal

father, have demonstrated the wisdom of our ancestors, and confirmed the present
generation in their loyalty and love to your illustrious House.

Nor is it less fromjour certain knowledge of the present spirit, than of the ancient
principles ofthe Church of Scotland, that we can venture to assure your sacred Majesty,

that, in no part of j'our dominions the zeal of the subjects may be more safely relied

on; for never was the affection of this nation to their prince so manifest as at this

juncture. Roused by the approach of danger, the hearts of your people, most gracious

Sovereign, are more than ever yours; and should that danger come, which may the

Providence of God avert, it will be found, Great Sir, that your government will

be supported in this part of the united kingdom, by the zeal and courage of your
most faithful people, who hold nothing so dear as religion and liberty, and esteem
nothing so glorious as loyalty to a prince by whom religion and liberty are held

sacred.

We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that in our sphere we shall make it our great

care to cultivate these good and happy dispositions in your people ; and shall en-

deavour to make it manifest that we have nothing so much at heart as the glory of
God, the honour of your Majesty, and the support of your government.

That mutual love and confidence may still subsist between your Majesty and your
subjects ; that the God of battles may bless your fleets and armies with success ; and
that a race of kings of your royal line, lovers of religion, liberty, and iheir country,

raay always sway the sceptre of these lands, is the fervent prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by
Patrick. Cvmwg, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, il/rty 29, 1756.— Commission to somr 3Iinisters and Ruling Eldersfor
discussiriij AJf'uirs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1756.

—

Act appointinf/ a solemn National Fast.

Whereas our Sovereign, in defence of Great Britain and Ireland, and the dominions

thereto belonging, has declared war against France, the formidable enemy of the re-

ligion and liberties of our country: And whereas the Almighty, in former times,

has done great things tor these nations ; has bestowed upon them inestimable privi-

leges ; and, in the day of danger, when our falhcrs cried unto God, he henrd from

heaven, raised up deliverers, aud saved, according to his manitbld mercies; and siil!

continues to distinguish us beyond all nations, blessing us with the best religion, and

best of governments.
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Yet, notwithstanding all this goodness showed to these nations, just cause there is

to lament that we have not learned wisdom from our dangers, nor gratitude from our
deliverances; that we have not duly prized nor improved our advantages; but as God
has multiplied his favours upon us, we have multiplied our transgressions against

the God of heaven ; and too visible it is, that infidelity, luxury, vice, and profane-

ness, have widely diffused their contagion, and infected this nation.

From this aggravated guilt we have reason to dread that God may be provoked to

depart from us ; to deliver us a prey into the hands of our enemies ; and, by an in-

clement season, to blast the fruits of the earth, and break the staff of bread in our
land ; thus visiting us, for our iniquities, with the desolating calamities of war and
famine.

The National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, in this important crisis, when
•we have much to fear from our enemies, and more from our own follies and heinous
transgressions, do, therefore, most seriously call and exhort all to the duties of solemn
fasting, humiliation, and prayer, upon such a day as his Majesty shall please to ap-
point ; the Assembly having made humble application to him to name the day, and
interpose his royal authority for the due observation thereof; and they do earnestly

obtest persons of all ranks, as they tender the favour of Almighty God, and the

welfare of these nations, to humble themselves, with penitent and contrite souls, in

the sight of that God who, dwelling in his high and holy place, dwelleth also with
them who are of contrite and humble hearts, to confess and forsake their sins, im-
ploring, through Jesus Christ, grace and mercy from the Father of mercies ; beseech-

ing the Divine Majesty to revive among us a spirit of primitive integrity, piety, and
virtue; that we may be inspired with reverence of the Almighty, loyalty to our
Sovereign, love and zeal for our constitution, civil and religious; that there may be
one mind and one heart in us all ; that every heart may be warm with the love of

our country, and every hand cheerfully employed in her service : And if, in the Pro-
vidence of God, we shall be called to appear in the defence of the Protestant reli-

gion, and our national privileges, that in so noble a cause we may act a part be-

coming our characters, as Protestants and free Britons; may be of good courage, and
may play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God.
The Assembly further enjoins, that in the day of public ])raycr, supplications be

offered to the God of heaven, th;it he may bless our Sovereign King George, long
preserve his valuable life, direct his councils, establish his throne in righteousness,

and that he may continue to reign in the hearts of a free and happy ])eople ; that

God may bless their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, the Princess Dowager
of Wales, the Duke of Cinnberland, the Princesses, and all the royal family: That
God may give wisdom to our counsellors, conduct to our commanders, and strength

to those who turn the battle from our gales; that our trust and confidence being
placed not in an arm of flesh, but in the Lord Jehovah, in whom there is everlast-

ing strength, he, the Righteous Governor of the universe, may favour our righteous

cause ; the Lord of Hosts may go forth with our fleets and armies, protect those in

the day of battle who expose their lives for our safety, and crown their arms with

victory and success ; that God, who setteth bounds to the sea, stilleth the raging of

its waves, and the tumults of the people, would make this expensive and dangerous
war speedily to terminate in a safe and honoiu-able peace ; that the God of nature,

whom all the elements obey, would send such weather as will cherish the fruits of

the earth, that our pastures may be clothed with flocks, and our valleys covered over

with corn ; that our land may yield her increase, and the year at length be crowned
with the Divine goodness ; that we, enjoying the blessings of peace and plenty iu

all our borders, and, being delivered by the Almighty from the hands of our enemies,

may serve our God without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days

of our lives; that the beauty of the Lord our God may be upon us, and glor}', the

glory of civil and religious liberty, may ever dwell in our land. And the Assembly
enjoins all ministers to intimate this Act from their jiulpits u])oii the Lord's Day
immediately preceding the day that shall be a])pointed by his Majesty for the obser-

vation of the fast, and to excite the people to their duty by suitable exhoitations.
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VII.

Sess. idt., May 31, 1756.

—

Act and Recommendation of the General Assembly respecting
Irish Bursaries.

The General Assembly, taking into their consideration repeated representations
that have been made of the great scarcity of preachers and students in divinity, hav-
ing the Irish language, by which means many parishes in the Highlands and Islands,
where the English is not generally understood, are likely to become destitute of the
means of religious knowledge, and several parishes already vacant, particularly where
Topery abounds, cannot be supplied for want of persons capable of preaching to them
in that language which they are acquainted with, did, therefore, agree, that the
former laudable practice, of giving bursaries to students having the, Irish lann-uao-e, be
revived ; and the General Assembly do hereby, in so far, repeal the 7th Act of the
Assembly, 1737, superseding that practice; and do earnestly recommend to every
minister of this Church to pay in, from year to year, to the clerk of his Presbytery,
throe shillings sterling ; and appoint the money, so collected, to be transmitted to
William Ross, clerk to the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, before the
second day of February each year ; and that the foresaid money be applied for edu-
cating students for the ministry, having the Irish language, in such manner as the
Geijeral Assembly of this Church shall judge most proper. And the Assembly or-
dains that every student that shall be trained for the ministry in the Highlands and
Islands, upon the fund to be raised for this purpose, shall, when he comes to be settled
as a minister, preach every Lord's Day in English, as well as in the Irish language:
And it is recommended to all the ministers now settled in those parts to do the same.
And they are hereby appointed to do everything in their power, with the assist-
ance of the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and other friends of our
country, religion, and government, to have as many good schools as may be in that
part of the kingdom, so as the English tongue may spread the faster, till it be uni-
versally understood and spoken.

VIII.

Sess. tdt., May 31, 1756.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess. ult.. May 31, 1756.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in this
place, upon the third Thursday of May next, being the 19th day of that month, in
the year 1757.

j j
> o j

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 5, May 25, 1756.— Overture anent Ministers making Agreements with their
Heritors concerning the extent of their Stipends.

(See Act 6th, 1759.)
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Sess. 5, Afai/ 25, 1756.— Overture anent the more speedily Supplying of Vacancies.

(See Act 7th, 1759.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT I

EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1757.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1757.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, «S;c.

II.

Sess, 1, May 19, 1757.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1757.— TTie General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 6, 3iay 25, 1757.

—

Act anent the Method of keeping the Separate Registers.

The General Assembly, having heard the report of the Trustees for Managing the

Fund for a Provision to Ministers' Widows, &c. concerning the manner of keeping

the separate registers, do appoint, that, for the future, the separate registers shall be

divided into as many parts as the respective Presbyteries consist of parishes ; and that

the facts respecting the ministers and vacancies of every parish shall be stated under
its own proper head or division, marked with the name of the parish: And further, as

an abstract is to be prepared of the two Acts relative to the fund, and of what other

papers are necessary for the direction of Presbyteries and Universities respecting the

said fund, the General Assembly appoint, that, as soon as this abstract shall be trans-

mitted, every Presbytery and University shall cause it to be bound up with a quire of

clean paper, in order that whatever after regulations shall be found necessary with

respect to the fund, these may be copied over into the said book, by which means
the whole of the rules concerning the fund will be always at hand.
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V.

Sess. 8, May 27, 1757.

—

Recommendation to Presbyteries to take care that none of the

Ministers of this Church attend the Theatre.

The General Assembly, considering how much the success of the Gospel depends
on the reguLar and inoffensive behaviour of the ministers of this Church, do earnestly

recommend to the several Presbyteries to take such wise and effectual measures as

may promote the spirit of our holy religion, and preserve the purity and decorum of

the ministerial character ; and that they take care that none of the ministers of this

Church do, upon any occasion, attend the theatre.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1757.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discuss-

ing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult. May 30, 1757.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islatids, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the

Rev. Mr William Leechman, Professor of Divinity in the College of Glasgow, their

Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for Reformation of the High-
lands and Islands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of true religion, sup-

pressing Popery and profaneness, and for managing the royal bounty given for these

ends, according to and in terms of his Majesty's grant to this Assembly. In prose-

cution of which purposes, the committee are to appoint preachers and catechists to go
to such places as they shall find, upon due information, to be most proper, according

to his Majesty's design, expressed in his waiTant. And they shall take care that the

persons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified

for these respective offices, ofgood abilities for the same, of a pious life and conversa-

tion, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majesty, and of competent skill in the

principles of divinity, and particularly in Popish controversies ; such preachers and
catechists being hereby appointed to be subject to and under the inspection of the

Presbyteries of the bounds to which they are sent, who are to take care that the

orders of the committee be duly observed by them. And the preachers are also ap-

pointed to catechise, and both they and the catechists to instruct the people from
house to house, and to visit the sick ; and in all their labours among the people to

be careful to teach them the principles and duties of the true Christian Protestant

religion, and the obligations they are under to duty and loyally to our Sovereign

King George, and obedience to tlie laws; and the committee are empowered to give

them such instructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they shall judge meet

;

which instructions the preachers and catechists are hereby ordered to obey. The
General Assembly do further appoint the said committee to have a particular regard,

in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by the committee of the Assembly
for managing the royal bounty, on the 30th day of September 1730, approved by
subsequent Assemblies ; and to take care that Presbyteries, and others concerned,

observe the same, which they are hereby ordered to do ; particularly, the Assembly
ordains the several Presbyteries to insert in their registers the committee's appoint-

I

ments of the designations, salaries, and stations, of the several missionaries, and to

4 z
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have an exact regard thereto in all the letters they shall write about the said mis-

sionaries, and in giving of certificates to them, and to direct all their letters concern-

ing missionaries in their bounds only to the moderator of the committee ; which let-

ters shall be signed, at the appointment of the Presbytery, by the moderator or

clerk thereof. And the Assembly does discharge any payments to be made of the sala-

ries of missionaries, except upon receipts from the missionaries themselves, and upon
certificates from the Presbyteries, bearing that they have served for the time men-
tioned in the receipts. The General Assembly do also empower the said committee

to apply, for the purposes above mentioned, what may remain of the last year's royal

bounty not disposed of, by reason of any of the missionaries not fulfilling the appoint-

ments laid upon them ; and they are to keep a register of their proceedings, and

likewise distinct books of accounts how the foresaid money is bestowed, which shall

be patent to any concerned who please to inspect the same. Of the persons above

named as members of this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, whereof

three are to be ministers. But it is hereby appointed, that at the quarterly meeting

of the committee, in which the scheme or establishment of missionaries for the en-

suing year is to be approved and determined, not less than fourteen shall be the quo-

rum, whereof nine shall be ministers ; and the said committee are appointed to have

their meetings at Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland for Propagating

Christian Knowledge, the last Thursday of every month, at four o'clock afternoon,

and also the first lawful day after the adjournment of the four stated diets of the Com-
mission of the General Assembly, at ten o'clock forenoon, except that day should fall

to be Saturday, and then the meeting shall be upon Monday nest thereafter, at the said

hour ; with power to the said committee to adjourn themselves to such times and

places as they shall find most needful and convenient ; and they are to keep a cor-

respondence with the Commission of the General Assembly and the Society for Propa-

gating ('hristian Knowledge, and their committee of directors, and take their advice

and assistance ; and also to correspond with Synods and Presbyteries concerned. They
are likewise instructed and empowered, as they shall sec cause, to apply to the govern-

|

ment, or any magistrate, for assistance and support in carrying on the design of the i

commission now given to them. And the General Assembly do, by these presents, nomi- :

nate and appoint Mr David Dalrymple, Advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be re-
j

ceiver of the foresaid royal bounty, and to pay out the same as he shall be directed

and ordered by the said committee, and according to their rules. And the said com-

mittee are appointed to examine the accounts of the distribution of the royal bounty,

and lay the same before the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, or the

Barons of his Mnjcsty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the

General Assembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed that no

person, once employed and inserted in the scheme, shall be struck out thereof for that

year, but by the quorum of at least fourteen, whereof nine to be ministers ; and in case

any complaint shall be made against any of them on the scheme, it shall not be

determined at the first ordinary meeting that the same is offered, but shall lie on the

table till another meeting ; and, in the meantime, the person complained of, and the

Presbytery of the bounds wherein he officiates, shall be acquainted of such com-

plaint, and those concerned be required to send to the said committee a just account

of the matter against their next meeting. And it is further appointed, that after the

yearly scheme of missionaries on the royal bounty is settled in manner above di-

rected, and notice thereof given, by letters, to the Presbyteries concerned, such Pres-

byteries shall send up to the said committee their answers to these letters, at farthest,

with their commissioners to the General Assembly, if the same be not done sooner;

and that the committee, at their first meeting after the General Assembly, in case

they do not complete the next year's scheme themselves, shall name a sub-committee .

of their numljcr for completing the same, who are to lay their draught thereof be-

fore a subsecpient meeting.

«
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Vlll.

Sess. zdt., May 30, 1757.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on the fourth Thursday of May next, being the 25th day of that month,
in the yeai- 1758.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

MaylA, 1757.— Overtures of last year re-transmitted.

May 28, 1757.

—

Act and Overture against Simoniacal Practices.

(See 8th Act, 1759.)

An explanation or amendment being proposed of a part of the 1st Act, June 1753,
against simoniacal practices, the General Assembly agreed to transmit the foresaid

Act, and explication thereof, as an overture, to the consideration of the several Pres-

byteries of this Church, that they may send up their opinions thereupon to the next
General Assembly, and appoint that, in the meantime, the same have the force ofan
Act, and that Presbyteries take it into their consideration as soon as the Acts of
Assembly shall come into their hands; of which exphcation the tenor follows, viz. :

—

" Whereas, in the Act of Assembly of the 1st June 1753, against simoniacal prac-

tices, there is the following branch or clause,— ' and do not immediately, when they
come to the knowledge of it, intimate the same to the Presbytery of the bounds ;' and
whereas it is found necessary to explain and amend the said clause, it is, therefore,

hereby enacted, that if any such simoniacal practices as are mentioned and described in

the said Act, shall be carried on by any person or persons whatsoever, in order to the

promoting or procuring any benefice or office in this Church, to any minister or pro-

bationer, though without his consent or approbation ; and if such minister or proba-

tioner shall at any time be told or informed that such practices have been or are car-

ried on, or proposed to be carried on, for the purpose aforesaid, and shall not make
discovery or intimation thereof to the Presbytery of the bounds, at their first meeting
after he shall receive such information, then, and in that case, he shall, if a minister,

be deposed, and if a probationer, be deprived of his licence."

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 25, 1758.

Sess. I J May 25, 1758.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.
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II.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 25, 1758.

—

The Kinff's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 27, 1758.— TTie General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 30, 1758.

—

Act declaring Mr Thomas Boston, late Minister at Oxnam,
incapable of receiving or accepting a Presentation or Call to any Parish in this Church,

without the special allowance of the General Assembly.

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from their Committee for Bills, a

reference from the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale, concerning the Rev. Mr Thomas
Boston, who had deserted his charge of the parish of Oxnam, and set up a separate

meeting in the parish of Jedburgh, containing an overture given into them by a com-

mittee of their number, and the Synod's approbation thereof, bearing, that Mr Boston's

conduct deserved severe censure ; but that, in order to give weight to any censure

which may be inflicted, they proposed the authority of the General Assembly of this

Church should be interposed ; and, therefore, had appointed the Presbytery of Jed-

burgh to transmit to this Assembly extracts from their records, of the demission given

in to them by Mr Boston, and of their deliverance thereupon ; and that the Presby-

tery should cause summon Mr Boston to compear before this Assembly, in order to

their o-iving a final judgment or direction in the affair as they shall see cause. Upon
the reading of the above reference, the Presbytery of Jedburgh being inquired at, with

respect to the appointment laid upon them by the Synod, represented, that, in

obedience thereto, they had ordered Mr Boston to be summoned to this Assembly
;

and an execution being produced and read of his being accordingly summoned, he

was called, but did not compear. Then the Assembly caused to be read the minutes

of the Presbytery of Jedburgh, dated the 7th of December last, containing a demis-

sion n-iven in to them by Mr Boston of his charge at Oxnam ; and a question being

moved, how far it was proper for the Synod of Merse and Teviotdale to have taken

up this affair, and to have brought it immediately before the Assembly ? that part of

the 4th Act of Assembly, 1739, concerning ministers who secede from this Church,

which directs the several judicatories in their method of procedure in such cases, was

read. After some reasoning, the General Assembly did agree, in respect of the par-

ticular circumstances attending this cause, to take Mr Boston's demission under their

consideration, together with the proceedings of the Presbytery of Jedburgh, relating

to him; whereby the Assembly finds that the said Mr Thomas Boston has declared

himself to be no minister of this Church, and that he will not hold communion with

her judicatories; and, therefore, they did, without a vote, and hereby do, declare, that

he is incapable of receiving or accepting of a presentation or call to any parish in this

Church, without the special allowance of some future General Assembly. And the

General Assembly do hereby prohibit all the ministers of this Church from employing

him to preach or perform any ministerial offices for them, or from being emplo^'cd by
j

him, unless some future Assembly shall see cause to take off this prohibition. And
Mr Boston being called, and not compearing, the above sentence was publicly read.
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V.

Sess. 9, June 3, 11 58.—Act anent Presbyteries neglecting to send up their Opinions on
Overtures transmitted to them.

The General Assembly, considcrLng that a great many Presbyteries neglect to sendup their opinions concerning overtures transmitted to them, whereby the considentionand enacting of several overtures has been postponed, do hereby enact, that when anvoverture hath been twice transmitted, the General Assembly will, without furthertransmission, take them into consideration, and pass thciii into Acts, or reject them a,they shall see cause, although Presbyteries have not sent up their opinions.

a

settin

VI.

Sess. 9, June 3, 1758—^rf anent Parochial Schools.

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from the Committee for Overture,representation by the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian KnowlX^'tting forth-" That by divers laws and Acts of Parliament, particularly the 1
7°1

Act^Vfthe Parliament 1646, and 26th Act of the Parliament. 1696, it is statutedand ofdaed, that there be a school settled, and a schoolmaster appointed, in everTparish t dfor that effect that a commodious house be provided for a scho'ol, and a sal" y modthed for he schoolmaster, not under 100 merks, nor above 200 merks, to be paid byhe hentoi-s and hferenters according to their valuations, and to be kid on Ind up^fted in manner mentioned in the foresaid Acts ; and, particularly, by the sS\cts
t IS provided, that If the heritors of the parish shall not convene a. d Lree alt"hemselves anent the premises, that the Commissioners of Supply, or anv five^ofthem upon application from the Presbytery, shall have power ti Wt le a school andmodify a salary to the schoolmaster, as aforesaid. That, notwithstanding of the abovequoted and other acts of Parliament, as well as several acts of the Pri "y Council ofScotland to the same puq^ose the Society in Scotland for Propa^^atL cE i^nKnowledge are sorry to find, that in no less than 175 parishes, wifhi^n the'bounds "J
lll^TP 1^""' the Society's schools are erected parochial schools are ot yeerected, and of these parishes the Society have given in L list, fbunded on he infbrmation o the Presbyteries in which the parishes lie. The Societrare extreSielvsensible that it would be improper for them to point out to the Assembly the Sconsequences of this neglect

; these must occur to every person who eoSr of howmuch consequence it is to tmin up the youth of this, or of any country hriearnin"and Ch istian knowledge. The Society are also unwilling to suggest t'o the Assem-bly to wd^at causes at least in some places, this neglect may be owing. They arVsoTy

^^Kr-Sed^rr^^.^
s:.f;s'Sc-;;J^^

have threatened to witlidraw their charity schools from those paSheswhi^™!; or

^n^^TT P^™'^^'''^'
°"^i;

they have passed an act to' that purpose, and havenotified the same to every Presbytery where their schools lie. It wis never ...revhe intention of the donors, nor of the Society for Propagating Christian Know£to substitute their chanty schools in place of parochial schools, which are by S
l^^^ K

^;,^''^^''^'^'\ th^-gl^ the whole country. It will 'easily oecin- to thi

t^r^^^ I > ' 'T'? ^T^"^ ^°' '^"'=^- As it is but too certai/that in many

tZt \ 1
"' ^'"'"-""'^ '" ^""'""S and establishing parochial schools, andTby he acts already quoted, ,n every case when tiiat happens, the remedy is by Sapphcation from the Presbytery to the Commissioners of Supply, the Society nsCand for Propagating Christian Knowledge thought it their duty to apply to the As-sembly, that, by then- authority, it may be reeonmiended to cjy Presbylry tCugh
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Scotland to inquire whether or not a parochial school is established in every parish
within their bounds, and in every instance where that shall not be found to be the
case, that an immediate application be made by the Presbytery to the Commissioners
of Supply, to have a parochial school forthwith established in that parish. And as

they conceive this affair to be of the last consequence to the interests of learning, re-

ligion, and virtue, and to the peace and prosperity of the country, the Society beg
leave further to suggest, that the result ofthe above inquiry and requisition be forthwith

notified to the Procurator and Agent for the Church, that under their direction a pro-
cess may, in name of the particular Presbytery, and of the Procurator, be, in case of
necessity, immediately commenced, for having a school erected in that parish ; and
that the expense of these processes, which cannot be considerable, as the law is clear,

and as one summons will do for all the parishes within the same Presbytery, may be
defrayed out of the Church's funds." The General Assembly, having heard the said

representation read, with the opinion of the Committee for Overtures thereupon, do
hereby appoint the several Presbyteries of this Church to inquire whether or not a
parochial school is established in every parish in their bounds, and where such
schools are wanting, the Presbyteries concerned are hereby appointed to make appli-

cation to the Commissioners of Supply for having parochial schools, with legal salaries,

erected in every parish, as the law directs. And the General Assembly appoint the

Procurator and Agent for the Church, at the public charge, to commence and carry

on all processes necessary for having the laws respecting parochial schools put in

execution.

VII.

Sess. ult., June 5, 1758.

—

Commmion to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussimj Affairs referred to i/iem.

The General Assembly, &c.

vm.

Sess. idt., June 5, 1758.— Commission to some Mirdsters and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal

Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint, the Rev.

]\rr Thomas TurnbuU, minister at Borthwick, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a com-

mittee of this Assembly, for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland,

&c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as that of last year.)

IX.

Sess. ult, June 5, 1758.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on the fourth Thursday of May next, being the 24th day of that month,

in the year 1759.

Collected and extracted firom the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot

Overtures of last Assembly re-transmitted.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 24, 1759.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 24, 1759.— The Kinr/'s Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

9 and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. I, May 24, 1759.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner,

Gkorge, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 26, llod.-^The General Assembly's Anstrer to the King's 7nost gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess.i, May 28, 1759.

—

Act appointing the Synod of Boss to meet once in the Year,

and that on the second Tuesday of May yearly.

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from their Committee for Bills,

a representation and petition by the Provincial Synod of Ross, settina; forth, That
the said Synod consists only of three Presbyteries, which are made up of twenty-five

parishes. That the bounds, however, are very spacious, and interjected by branches

of the sea, where the crossing of ferries, especially about the time of the Synod's

meetings, which happen to be about the seasons of the Equinoctial storms, makes the

attendance of members both dangerous and precarious. That tliere have been in-

stances more than once, and one at the very last meeting of Synod, when all the

members of a Presbytery have been stopped at ferries, and their design of attending

disappointed, whereby it frequently hajipened that in some cases the sentence and
decree of the Synod was only the deed of one Presbytery, the other being removed
as parties, and the third almost, or altogether, absent : That of late years business

has not been throng, so that two Synodical meetings yearly have been held more for

form's sake, and in obedience to the Assembly's Act, than for real necessity. For
which causes, and several others, too tedious to be enumerated, the said Synod have

for a long time had under deliberation, and at length, at the last meeting, which was
held in April, determined and appointed that an application should be made to this

Assembly for an Act repealing the former Act, which appointed the Synod to meet
twice annually, viz., once in September, and again in April; and, instead thereof,

that the annual meeting of the Synod of Ross should be appointed to hold yearly,

upon the second Tuesday of the month of IMay, which the Synod are encouraged to

insist for, and hope, not only for the onerous causes above mentioned, but because

also the same is the case with the two adjacent Synods of Caithness and Glenelg,

the correspondents of which Synods might, with great propriety and conveniency.
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attend the Synod of Ross, in their way to the General Assembly ; their annual meet-

ing holding only in the month of July. And, therefore, praying the Assembly would
take the premises under their consideration, and appoint the said Synod to hold but

one meeting annually, and that upon the second Tuesday of May :—Which petition

being read, with the opinion of the Committee for Bills thereupon, the General

Assembly did, in terms thereof, and hereby do, repeal the Act of Assembly, appoint-

ing the Synod of Ross to meet twice in the year, viz., in the months of April and
September ; and the General Assembly do appoint, that in time coming the said

Synod meet once in the year, and that on the second Tuesday of May yearly.
^

V.

Sess. 5, Ma!/ 30, 1759.

—

Act appointing the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale to meet

on thefirst Tuesday of May yearly.

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from the Committee for Bills, a

petition by the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, bearing. That it was found very in-

convenient to have their meetings in May, sometimes on the second Tnesday, and
at other times on the third Tuesday of that month ; therefore, praying that their

meetings after this might be fixed on the first Tuesday of May :—Which petition

being read, with the opinion of the Committee for Bills thereon, the General Assem-
bly unanimously agreed to grant the desire thereof; and accordingly do appoint that

in the month of May the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale shall meet, in time coming,

on the first Tuesday of that mouth.

VI.

Sess 5, May 30, 1759.

—

Act against Ministers making Agreements with their Heritors,

loiih respect to obtaining a Decreet of Modification and Locality for their Stipends.

The General Assembly, having had represented to them the great loss which many
of the ])rcsent minisiers of this Church sustain horn agreements which have been made
betwixt their predecessors in office and the heritors of their respective parishes,

concerning the extent of their stipends, whereupon decreets of modification and lo-

cality have been obtained, with consent of parties, do, therefore, enact and ordain,

that in all time coming no minister shall make any composition with his heritors

with respect to obtaining a decreet of modification and locality for his stipend, but

at the sight, and with the advice and consent of the Presbytery of the bounds.

vn.

Sess. 5, May 30, 1759.

—

Act anent the Supplying of Vacancies.

The General Assembly, in order to prevent long and unnecessary protracting of

the vacancy of parishes, do appoint, that it shall be among the questions asked by
Synods at the several Presbyteries at the privy censures. What vacancies there are

in their bounds ; of how long continuance these have been ; and the reasons why
they are not supplied ? and if the Synod shall find any Presbytery dilatory, after the

right of planting any parish has by law fallen into their hands, the Synod shall enjoin

them to proceed toward the settlement of that parish without further delay.
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VIII.

Sess. 5, May 30, 1759

—

Act against Simoniacal Practices, containing an Explication of
the Fifth Act of Assembly, 1753.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration a representation of the Synod
of Angus and Mearns, relating to bargains betwixt patrons or heritors in parishes,

and candidates for the ministry, or the friends of such candidates, and the great
danger which may thence arise to this Church ; do herebj' enjoin the several Pres-
byteries in this Church, in order to prevent such practices for the future, to take
all proper measures to discover if any such have happened in their bounds ; and if,

upon inquiry, it shall be found that any minister or probationer hath obliged him-
self, or that his friends, before his settlement, and in order to promote the same,
have obliged themselves upon the account of the candidate, that he shall not durino-

his incumbency commence any process against the heritors for augmentation of
stipend, reparation of manse, office-houses, or enlarging his glebe, or shall have be-
come bound in any sum or sums of money, or any prestation to the patron or j)er-

son connected with the patron, in order to procure the presentation, or to the heritors

or others concerned, in order to obtain a concurrence with the said presentation, or
otherwise to procure a call to a vacant parish, or has entered into any simoniacal
paction or practice for that effect, that such Presbytery lay a representation of the
said matter before the General Assembly, that the Procurator for the Church may
have orders to raise and carry on a process of reduction of such bargains or obli-

gations before the Court of Session ; and also the Assembly do hereby declare it a
just cause of deposition in ministers, or of taking away the licence of a probationer;
and ordain Presbyteries to proceed to such sentences against all such ministers and
probationers as shall be hereafter found to have cither entered into such bargains
themselves, previous to their settlements, or who shall, after their settlements, homo-
logate the deed of their friends. And it is hereby enacted, that if any such simonia-
cal practices as are mentioned and described in this Act shall be carried on by any
person or persons whatsoever, in order to the promoting or procuring any benefice or
office in this Church, to any minister or probationer, though without his consent or
approbation ; and if such minister or probationer shall at any time be told or in-

formed that such practices have been or are carried on, or proposed to be carried
on, for the purpose aforesaid, and shall not make discovery or intimation thereof to

the Presbytery of the bounds, at their first meeting after he shall receive such in
formation, then, and in that case, he shall, if a minister, be deposed, and if a proba-
tioner, be deprived of his licence. And, further, the Assembly appoint this Act to

be read by all Presbyteries to every person before he be licensed to preach the Gos-
pel, and to every candidate for a settlement in their bounds before thev take any
steps towards his settlement.

IX.

Sess. 8, June 2, 1759.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

X.

Sess. 8, June 2, 1759.

—

Commission to same Ministers and Ruling Elders for Reforma-
tion of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal Bouii'g

for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate, commission, and appoint the Rev.
Dr George Kay, one of the ministeri of Edinburgh, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a com-

5 a
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niittee of this Assembly for reformation of the Highlnnds and Ishmds of Scotland,

&c. (The Act proceeds in the same terms as the corresponding Act of the two pre-

ceding years, with the additional injunction to the committee to have particular re-

gard to such parishes as South Uist, Small Isles, Glencoe, Harris, the countries of

]\Ioidart, Glengarry, and Lochaber, and the other parishes of the Synods of Glenelg

and Argyle.)

XL

Sess. ult, June 4, 1759.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the third Thursday of May next, being the 15th day of that

month, in the year 1760.

CoUectpd and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Ecd. Scot.

Sess. 7, June 1, 1759.— Overturefor an Addition to be made to the Sixth Act of this
"'

Assembly, against Ministers making Agreements ipith their Heritors.

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from their Committee for Over-

tures, an overture of an addition to be made to the Act of this Assembly, the 30th

day of May, which addition being made to the Act, the whole is as follows, viz. :

—

" That in all time coming no minister shall make any composition or agreement with

his heritors, or any others, with respect to obtaining a decreet of modification and

locality for his stipend, or with respect to his glebe, grass, or any other emoluments,

to which a minister has, or may have any right, but at the sight, and with the advice

and consent of the Presbytery of the bounds, under the pain of such censure as the

Presbvtery of the bounds shall think proper to inflict ; and that no minister shall

enter Into any agreement, or accept of any payment of his stipend, inconsistent with

the decreet of modification or locality, or use and wont of payment, without an ac-

knowledgment in writing, obtained from the heritor or heritors, produced to the

Presbytery, and such acknowledgment inserted in the Presbytery records." Which

overture being read, the General Assembly agreed to transmit this addition to the

Act foresaid to the several Presbyteries of this Church, that they may send up their

opinion thereon to the next General Assembly. (See also Overture of 1760.) f

Sess, 7, June 1, 1759.— Overture of an Act and Rules concerning the Election and
Qualijirations of Members of Assembly.'

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 15, 1760.

Sess. ], May 15, 1760.— TheKinys Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assemb'.y, &c.

An Act on this subject was passed in 1766, entitled, " Act anent the Form of Commissions.'' And

although the Act is not in precisely the s^me terms as the above, it is judged unnecesfarj here to print thd

overture at lull length. See also 1767 and 1768—£</. 1843,
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II.

Sess. 1, May 15, 1760.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c

III.

Sess. 3, May 17, 1760.— The General Assemblys Answer to the King^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your IMajesty, &c.

IV.

Sess, 6, 3Iay 21, 1760.— The General Assembly s Address to the King, on Account of
the signal Successes of his Arms since the last General Assembly.

May it please your Majest}',

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in a National Assembly, take this first opportunity of ap-

proaching your sacred person, with our most humble and sincere congratulations upon
the signal and uninterrupted success with which, since our last meeting, it hath pleased

Almighty God to bless your arms. All the efforts of your Majesty's enemies have

been disconcerted or defeated, while every battle fought by your fleets and armies

hath led to victory, every armament hath accomplished its intention ; and as the opera-

tions of war have been more extensive, they have likewise been more prosperous than

those any former age can boast of. These great events we have observed with the

utmost gratitude to your Majesty, under whose prudent and vigorous administration

we enjoy such distinguished blessings ; nor have we ceased continually to offer up
our devout acknowledgments to the Lord of Hosts, from whom alone strength and
wisdom are derived, and who hath enabled us both to fight and to overcome.

But amidst our rejoicings for victories obtained in every part of the world, it was
with the utmost concern that we beheld the approach of domestic calamity, and were

witnesses of the alarm and terror which the invasion, threatened and attempted by the

French King, spread among the inhabitants of this part of the island, sensible, at that

juncture, both of the danger to which they were exposed, and of their inability to

exert themselves in repelling your Majesty's enemies with such vigour as their prin-

ciples of religion and loyalty would naturally have inspired.

We have always reckoned it an important part of our duty to animate the people

committed to our care with zeal for the Protestant religion, with veneration for our

happy constitution, and with attachment to your Majesty's person and family, nor

have our unwearied endeavours been unaccompanied with success ; and it is with

great pleasure we can assure your Majesty, that the wisdom, justice, and lenity, of

your Majesty's administration, your paternal attention to the welfare of this part of

Great Britain, and your magnanimity in reposing confidence even in those who, from

their former conduct, could not hope for such marks of your royal favour, have ope-

rated with a most powerful and happy influence, and have gone far towards overcom-

ing ancient and unreasonable prejudices. Our constant intercourse with the people

under our charge gives us the best access to be acquainted with their principles and

inclinations ; and we think ourselves called upon by our duty to your Majesty, as well

as in justice to them, to assure your Majesty, that the members of this National

Church (of whom the great body of the people is composed) have discovered such

sentiments as become British subjects, upon every appearance of danger with which

your Majesty's kingdoms and government were threatened, that they would euibrace

with joy every opportunity of exerting themselves in defence of both, and would act
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\vith such spirit and loyalty, as would render Great Britain still more formidable to

its enemies, and add to its internal strength and security.

That Almighty God may long preserve your Majesty's important life ; that he may
bless your royal family ; that he may continue to go forth with your fleets and armies

;

and that, after blessing your Majesty with success in war, he may enable you to put

a period to the desolation and calamities of Europe by a lasting peace, are the daily

and fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most dutiful, and

most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Robert Hamilton, Moderator.

Sess. ult., May 26, 1760.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty s Royal

Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate and appoint the Rev, Dr Robert

Hamilton, Professor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh, their Moderator,

&c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for reformation of the Highlands and Islands

of Scotland, &c. (The terms of the Act are the same as last year.)

VI.

Sess. ult., May 26, 1760.— Commission to some Ministei-s and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sesa. ult., May 26, 1760.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assemlly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the third Thursday of May nest, being the 21st day of that

month, in the year 1761.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 5, 3Iay 20, 17G0.— Overture of an Act and Rides concerning the Election and
Qualifications of Members of Assembly.

(Re-transmitted.)

Sess. 5, May 20, 1760.— Overture for an Addition to be made to the Sixth Act of the

Assembly, 1759, against Ministers making Agreements with their Heritors.*

The General Assembly do again transmit to the consideration of the several Pres-

* This orei ture does not appear to bare been passed into an Act.

—

Ed. 1 843.
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byteries, the overture transmitted by last Assembly, for an addition to be made to the
6th Act of the Assembly, 1759, against ministers making agreements with their heri-

tors, with this addition, ' That manses shall be particularly mentioned as one of the
things about which agreements shall not be made, but at the sight, and with the

advice and consent of the Presbytery of the bounds ;" and appoint that they send up
their opinion thereon to the next Assembly.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1761.

I.

Sess. 5, May 26,* 1761.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

11.

Sess. 5, May 26,* 1761.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R.,

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. Having the most perfect

confidence as well in your loyalty and affection to our person and government, as in

your zeal for the encouragement of virtue and piety, we take this first opportunity of

assuring you of our fixed purpose and resolution to support the Presbyterian Church
of Scotland, in the full enjoyment of its rights and privileges, as by law established.

At the same time, as we have no doubt of your coming together in the best inten-

tions to promote the happiness of our reign, and the true interest of the Church
whereof you are members, we have a particular satisfaction in countenancing your
present meeting with our royal authorit}'.

The many and repeated proofs which your former Assemblies have given of their

wisdom, prudence, and temper, are an earnest to us of the moderation which we may
expect from you, in avoiding all unnecessary debates and contentions amongst your-

selves, and giving your whole attention to the means of advancing true religion, and
the service of Almighty God.
The preventing, as much as possible, the groveth of Popery, and the suppressing of

vice and immorahty to the utmost of your power, are objects of so great consequence

that you may be fully assured of our ready concurrence with you, in whatever may
tend to the attainment of so desirable ends.

And as you cannot but be affected with the most sensible pleasure, in reflecting

upon the present undisturbed tranquillity and freedom which you enjoy in common
with the rest of our good subjects of Scotland, we are persuaded you will think it of

the highest moment to infuse into the minds of the people under your charge such

• The Assembly met on the 2 1 st of May, according to the appointment of the General Assembly of 1 760.

Owing to the death of the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, (the Duke of Argyle,) to whom the Royal Com-
mission to Lord Cathcart was sent down, the Deputy- Keeper did not consider himself at liberty to append

the Seal, in which case the Commissioner did not appear at the first diet of the Assembly. An express,

however, having been sent to London, a King's messenger arrived in Edinburgh on the 25lh, with His

Majesty's warrant to the Deputy-Keeper to append the Seal, which having been done, Lord Cathcart ap-

peared in the Assembly on the following day as his Majesty's Commissioner. This explains the circum-

stance of the Royal Commission and King's Letter not having been presented till the 5th Session of the

Assembly

—

Ed. 1843.
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principles, and such a spirit, as may be best adapted to the security of our happy
constitution, and their own most valuable interests.

We have appointed our right trusty and well-beloved Charles Lord Cathcart to
represent our royal person in this Assembly, being well satisfied with his loyalty,

integrity, and zeal for our service. You have before had experience of his abilities

for the discharge of this important trust which we now confer upon him, and of his

particular affection to the Church of Scotland, and concern for its prosperity ; so that
we have the greatest reason to believe that our choice of him upon this occasion will

be most agreeable to you.

There is nothing more remaining, but to acquaint you with our hopes, that the
charity, brotherly love, and unanimity of your proceedings in the business before you,
will bring this your meeting to as happy a conclusion as that of any former Assembly.
And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 6th day of May 1761, in the first year of

By his Majesty's Command,
Bute.

III.

Sess. G, May 27, 1761.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious letter to this first General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland which hath had the happiness to meet since the beginning of your Ma-
jesty's most auspicious reign, we received with the greatest joy, and do acknowledge
with the utmost gratitude.

Your Majesty's being pleased, in so gracious a manner, to take this first opportu-
nity of assuring us of your fixed purjiose and resolution to support the Church of
Scotland in the full enjoyment of all its rights and privileges, as by law established,

is a most endearing testimony of your royal favour to us, which we humbly accept of

with the greatest thankfulness, and rely upon with the firmest confidence, as esteem-
ing your Majesty's royal protection to be, under God, our greatest security. Your
]\lajesty does us the greatest honour, when you are pleased to express the most per-

fect confidence in our loyalty and affection to your person and government, and in

our zeal for the encouragement of virtue and piety ; and it shall be our constant care,

through Divine assistance, so to acquit ourselves upon every occasion, as that your
Majesty may never have reason to entertain a less favourable opinion of this Church,
These sentiments are deeply rooted in our hearts, and we shall most cheerfully em-
brace every opportunity of expressing them.

Your Majesty's countenancing our present meeting with your royal authority we
take as a great blessing from God, and a most engaging evidence of your Majesty's royal

goodness. To promote the happiness of your Majesty's reign, and the true interests

of this Church, are great and desirable ends, which we are bound always to have in

view ; and we should be most unworthy of your Majesty's favour, and of the character

we bear, if we had not the best disposition to contribute to them all in our power.

The mention your Majesty is pleased to make of the many and repeated proofs

which our former General Assemblies have given of their wisdom, prudence, and
temper, shows us your Majesty's kind inclination to approve what hath been done by
others before us according to their duty, and is a great incitement to us to follow the

good example of those with whom your Majesty hath the goodness to express your-

self so well satisfied. We are sensible how much disputes and contentions among
ourselves would give advantage to those who are enemies to the peace and prosperity

of your Majesty's government, upon which our own welfare, under God, does de-

pend. And we humbly acknowledge your Majesty's fatherly tenderness for us, in

being pleased to caution us against them, and in recommending to us the giving our
whole attention to the means of advancing true religion, and the service of Almighty
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God. We pray and hope lliat the good Spirit of Gcd, who is the Spirit ofove and
peace, will assist lis to dispatch all our business with that unanimity, brotherly love,

and charity, which becomes the servants of the Prince of Peace, and which is so ne-
cessary to the bringing of our meeting at this time to a happy conclusion.

We cannot but thankfully acknowledge your Majesty's royal wisdom and watchful

care, in caUing upon us to prevent, as much as possible, the growth of Popery, and
the suppressing of vice and immorality, to the utmost of our power ; and the assur-

ance your Majesty gives us of your ready concurrence in whatever may tend to the

attainment of so desirable ends, is at once the greatest encouragement and obligation

for us to exert ourselves in the most vigorous manner for accomplishing them.

The present undisturbed tranquillity and freedom we enjoy, in common with the

rest of your Majesty's good subjects, excite in us the most sensible pleasure ; and it

shall always be our principal care to make the people under our charge deeply sen-

sible of the many great and invaluable blessings they now enjoy under your Majesty's

wise government and administration ; and to infuse into them those principles of

piety and loyalty on which the security of their own most invaluable interests en-

tirely depend.

To this we are greatly animated by your royal proclamation, in the beginning of

your reign, and, in a special manner, by your princely donation to this General As-
sembly, for promoting the knowledge and practice of religion in the Highlands and
Islands, and places where Popery and ignorance prevails. For this we beg leave to

return your Majesty our most humble and grateful acknowledgments; and earnestly

pray that God may abundantly reward you for so great a charity ; and we shall take

the most effectual care faithfully to apply it to the pious purposes for which it is

granted by your Majesty.

Lord Cathcart hath given such eminent proofs of his loyalty, integrity, and zeal

for your Majesty's service, and of his abilities, on many former occasions, for the dis-

charge of this important trust which your Majesty has reposed in him, and of his

most affectionate concern for the prosperity and happiness of this Church, as render

your Majesty's choice of him, to represent your royal person in this Assembly', most
acceptable and obliging to us ; and we humbly acknowledge it as a particular evidence
of your Majesty's goodnpss.

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may long preserve your Majesty,

to be a blessing to these lands, the guardian of our liberties, civil and sacred, and
the support of the Protestant interest; that he may bless your Majesty's arms in the

just and necessary war in which you are now engaged, for vindicating the honour of

your Crown, and redressing the injuries done to your subjects ; and that he may
prosper all your Majesty's endeavours for restoring the peace, and preserving the

liberties of EJurope ; that he may bless the Princess Dowager of Whales, and all the

branches of your royal family; that there may never be wanting one of your most
illustrious house to fill the throne of these kingdoms to latest ages ; and that, after a

long and happy reign, over a free and dutiful people, you may exchange an earthly

for a heavenly crown, are, and shall be, the sincere and hearty pj-ayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Hyndman, Moderator.

IV.

Scss, 6, May 27, 1761.— Tlf General Axsemhli/s Address to the King on his Accession

to the Throne of these Realms.

May it please your Majesty-,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the
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Church of Scotland, as we heartily approve the conduct of the Commission of the

late Assembly, in congratulating your Majesty's auspicious accession to the throne of
your ancestors, so we embrace with pleasure this first opportunity, which our meet-
ing together in a National Assembly affords us, of expressing our own joy on ac-

count of an event so happy for Great Britain.

The many blessings which we had enjoyed, during so long a tract of time, under
the mild and paternal government of your royal grandfather, gave us the highest

reason to join in that deep and universal sorrow which filled the nation on his death.

The memory of so just and gracious a Sovereign, whose councils and arms were so

remarkablj' blessed by the Almighty, as it must long remain engraved on our hearts,

cannot fail to endear to us the more every descendant of his illustrious family.

With most lively gratitude to Heaven, we now behold your Majesty raised, in the

prime of life, to the throne of these realms ; and, under your happy administration,

we have the greatest reason to promise ourselves the continuance and increase of

all public felicity. Trained up from 3'our earliest youth to every princely virtue

;

conspicuous for a steadiness and greatness of mind superior to the snares of royal-

ty ; endowed with a heart and affections truly British ; and formed to know and
to love that constitution of which you are the guardian ; distinguished, in parti-

cular, for that sincere regard to religion which adds so much lustre to your exalted

character, your Majesty became, from the moment of your accession to the Crown,
the object of the highest hopes to all your subjects. Every step of your admini-

stration, since that time, has confirmed and enlarged these hopes.

Nor can we omit to join in the general admiration and applause due to that vir-

tue, which disposed your Majesty to relinquish power and revenues, which, though
most safely lodged in hands so pure as yours, might have been employed, in some
future period, to the prejudice of that liberty which you love and cherish. With
hearts full of affection, we repose an entire confidence in your Majesty, as the great

defender of our faith and liberties; and, in particular, as the protector of the

rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, which you have given us the

most gracious assurances of your intention to maintain.

Permit us to assure your Majesty, that amongst all your subjects none are more
distinguished for their fidelity and loyalty to your person and government than the

members of the Church of Scotland. A Church which dates the era of its secure

establishment from that happy period of the Revolution, which introduced your
royal house to the throne of Great Britain, must have the strongest motive to a

most sincere and faithful attachment to your Majesty. Animated, as we are, with

the deepest sense of the inestimable happiness we derive from our sacred and civil

constitution, it ever has been, it ever shall be, our zealous endeavour to inspire

with like sentiments all who are within our influence, or under our care. The
blessings of a wise and merciful government, now so universally felt in every part

of your dominions, give us the best reason to hope that your Majesty will reign

in the hearts, and may command the united strength of all your people.

That the great God of heaven, by whom kings reign, may crown all your under-

takings with success ; that he may inspire you with the Spirit both of counsel and
of might ; that he may scatter all your foes ; and that, after having long made you
the instrument of blessing a free and happy people, he may raise you to an high place

in his glory above, are the sincere and fervent prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Hyndman, Moderator^

I
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V.

Sess. 8, Mai/ 29, 1761.

The Acts of the General Assemblies, 1712 and 1719, respecting the public money,
ordered to be reprinted with the Acts of this Assembly, and the instructions to the

Commission to contain a particular appointment on them to observe these Acts, which
are as follows, viz. (Here follow in the original edition at full length, 1st, Act 8th,

Assembly, 1712, entitled, " Act directing the right Application of the Money granted

by her Majesty, for defraying the Public Charges of this Church;" and, 2d, Act 8th,

1719, entitled, " Act for the right Management of the Church's Public Money.")

VI.

Sess, 9, il/oy 30, 1761.

—

Act anent taking a Blind Man upon Trials,

Upon reading the minute ofyesterday, concerning the settlement of Kirkcudbright,

it was proposed by a member, that before any Presbytery or Synod shall agree to take

upon trials any blind man, they shall first consult the General Assembly. The Ge-
neral Assembly, having heard the said proposal, agreed thereto, and appoint ac-

cordingly.

VII.

Sess. ult., June 1, M&l.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate and appoint the Rev. Dr John Hynd-
man, one of the ministers of the West Kirk, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a commit-
tee of this Assembly, for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, &c.

(The terms of the Act are the same as the corresponding Act of the immediately
preceding years, with the following addition :) And that the said committee, in

making up the scheme of missionaries, &c. do not exceed the sum in the grant.

vni.

Sess. ult, June 1, 1761.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess. ult, June 1, 1761.

—

Act appointing the Meetings of the Synod of Ross,

Upon the motion of a member from the Synod of Ross, the General Assembly

appoints that Synod to have their meetings henceforth upon the third Tuesday of

April.

X.

June 1. 1761.

—

Act appoijiting the Diet of the next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the third Thursday of May next, being the 20th day of that month,

in the year 1762.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls, Eccl, Scot,

5 B
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3Iay 25, 176L

—

Owrture forpreventing Dilapidation of Stipends, §-c.

(See Act 8th, 1762.)

May 27, 176L

—

Overture anent sending up Opinions on Overtures transmitted by the

Assembly.'

The following overture was transmitted from the Committee for Overtures, viz. That

considering how dilatory Presbyteries are in sending up their opinions on overtures

transmitted by the Assembly, which shows, that all preceding regulations to enforce a

due return have been ineffectual; in order, therefore, to remedy this in time coming,

that it should be enacted, that in all time coming, no commissions from any Presby-

tery to their representatives in Assembly shall be sustained, unless it bears the fol-

lowing clause, viz, "The Presbytery of having considered the overtures trans-

mitted by last Assembly, their answer to which is hereto subjoined, proceeded to the

election,"&c.; or, in case there be no overtures transmitted, then the form to be, "There

being no overtures transmitted by last Assembly, the Presbytery of proceeded,"

&c. The General Assembly having heard the said overture read, agreed to trans-

mit the same to the several Presbyteries of this Church, that they may send up their

opinion thereon to the next Assembly ; with certification, that if they fail therein,

that Assembly may take up the overture, and pass it into a law as they see cause.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1762.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1762 The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1762 Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. Experience has strengthen-

ed and confirmed in us those favourable dispositions towards the Church of Scotland,

of which we gave assurances to the last General Assembly. We are happy, therefore,

in this opportunity of repeating our fixed resolution to support it, as by law established,

in all its rights and privileges.

We confide in you who are the present representatives of that Church, that, by
the prudence of your conduct, you will afford us reason to increase our affection to-

wards it: and that, avoiding all unnecessary debates and contentious, you will apply

yourselves with temper and moderation to promote the good ends for which you
are assembled, the advancement of religion, and the service of Almighty God ; and
you may be assured that your laudable endeavours in these respects shall not want
our steady concurrence and support.

We doubt not but you will agree with us that we ought, in the present moment,
to pay a more than ordinary attention to our respective religious duties. The blessings

with which Providence has of late, in so wonderful a manner, distinguished these our

kingdoms, require of us and our subjects, that, bv a conduct suitable to the occa-

sion, we should show a due sense of gratitude for them. We trust, therefore, that

you will infuse into the minds of our people committed to your charge, such a zeal

for the interests of religion, and such a spirit of piety and devotion, as can alone

• This overture was regularly transmitted for several successive jears, but does not appear to have
been passed iuto a law.

—

Ed. 18-13.
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make us worthy of those favours which the Almighty has been pleased to bestow
upon us, and may contribute to the continuance of them.

We have appointed our right trusty and well-beloved Charles Lord Cathcart to

represent our royal person in this Assembly, being well satisfied with his loyalty,

integrity, and zeal for our service; and we have reason to believe that our choice of
him will be most agreeable to you, as you have already had so frequent experience
of his abilities for the discharge of the important trust we now confer on him, and
such repeated proofs of his particular affection for the Church of Scotland, and his

concern for its prosperity.

There is nothing more remaining but to express our hopes, that, by proceeding in

the business before you with that charity, brotherly love, and unanimity, which we
have recommended to you, you may bring this meeting to as happy a conclusion as

that of any former Assembly. And so we bid you heartily fiirewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 19th day of April 1762, in the 2d year of

By his Majesty's Command,

Bute.

III.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 22, 1762.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We received your Majesty's most gracious letter with the respect and gratitude
that was due for so condescending a mark of your royal favour.

We esteem it as our greatest honour, that your Majesty's experience has confirmed
your favourable dispositions towiU'ds us, and led you to repeat your fixed resolution
to support the Church of Scotland, as by law established, in all its rights and privi-
leges.

The confidence your Majesty is pleased to express in the prudence of our con-
duct, and the hopes of obtaining an increase of your paternal affection, are addi-
tional and most engaging motives to make us avoid all unnecessary debates and
contentions, and apply ourselves with temper and moderation, to promote the ad-
vancement of religion, and the service of Almighty God ; and we thankfully acknow-
ledge it as one of our greatest blessings, and as the happiest presage of success,
that our endeavours in these respects are sure of your Majesty's ready concurrence
and support.

We listen, with the most profound reverence, to the call your Majesty is pleased to

give us, to pay a particular attention to our religious duties in the present moment

;

and we count it our honour and happiness to be ready to follow our King in senti-

ments so becoming the father of his people.

The hand of God, so piously traced by your Majesty in the wonderful success of
these your kingdoms in war, will, in due time, we trust, distinguish your reign by a
blessing more agreeable to the wishes of your royal heart, the enabling your Ma-
jesty to give a lasting peace to all your faithful subjects.

Warmed by your Majesty's most religious sentiments, we feel in our minds the
deepest gratitude to Almighty God, for giving us a prince whose virtue must interest

the care of Providence in behalf of his kingdoms ; and, encouraged by your great
example, we will not fail to infuse into the minds of your people committed to ou:
charge such a zeal for the interests of religion, and such a spirit of piety and devo-
tion, as may promote the great ends your Majesty has in view, the rendering your
people worthy of those favours the Almighty has already bestowed, and may contri-

bute to the continuance of them.
We beg leave to expres-s our humble thanks to your Majesty for your attention

to the Propagation of Christian Knowledge, and the principles of the reformed reli-
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gion in tlie HiglilanJs and Islands of Scotland, parts of your Majesty's dominions in

which the interests of religion and of government coincide in a particular manner.

Ic is our duty and inclination at all times to apply your Majesty's royal donations

with the most prudent care ; but we think ourselves called upon at present to double

our attention to an object that has so much engaged your Majesty's zeal, and for

which you have expressed so particular a concern.

Lord Cathcart's loyalty, integrity, and zeal for your Majesty's service, is so well

known to us, and we have had such frequent experience of his abilities to discharge

the important trust which your Majesty has reposed in him, and are so fully con-

viiiced of his particular affection to the Church of Scotland, that we look on your

Majesty's choice of him to represent your royal person in this Assembly as a most

obliging mark of your favour; for which we beg leave to make our most thankful ac-

knowledgments to your jMajesty.

Permit us to assure your Majesty that, nest to the favour of that God whom we
serve, your royal approbation, from affection no less than duty, is our constant aim

;

and that we will proceed in the business before us with that charity, brotherly love,

and unanimity, which your Majesty so strongly recommends, and which you have

had the rare felicity, by your most just and merciful government, to establish in a

high degree among all your subjects.

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus (Christ may long preserve your Ma-
jesty, to reign in the hearts of an affectionate people, and to be the watchful guardian

of religion and liberty; that he may continue to bless your arms with success; and
that your magnanimity and moderation, in the midst of so much glory, may be

crowned with the power of giving lasting peace to Europe ; that he may bless and
long preserve your Royal Consort the Queen, and make her the happy mother of a

race of kings to sway the sceptre of these realms ; that he maj' bless the Princess

Dowager of Wales, and all the royal family ; and that, after having reigned over a

free and bappy people, he may bestow upon you the crown of glory that fadeth not

away, are, and shall be, the constant prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

R. Traill, Moderator.

IV.

Scss. 6, May 26, 1762.

—

Act appointing the Act of Parliament against Murdering of
Children to be readfrom the Puljyits.

The General Assembly appoints that the Act of Parliament against Murdering of

Children be read from the pulpits of each parish in this Church, at least twice every

year, and that the Presbyteries, at their privy censures, make inquiry if the same be

done; and the Assembly appoints the several minislers of this Church to cause en-

gross the said Act into their session records, to the end the same may always be at

hand and not lost.

V.

Sess. C, May 26, 1762.— Tlie General Anscmbly^s congratulatory Address to the King,

on tlie liapfy event of his Marriage.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met in

the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, embrace with joy this first oppor-
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tunity of congratulating your Tllajesty on your happy nuptials with a Princess of
illustrious descent, and most eminent virtues.

As our duty and affection to the best of Kings do not permit us to behold un-
moved the completion of your Majesty's domestic felicity, so our sense of your mild

and equitable reign, and of the great blessings we enjoy under your auspicious govern-

ment, make us, on this happy event, look forward to posterity, and rejoice in the

goodness of Providence, who gives us the prospect of a race of kings descended from

your Majesty, to inherit the virtues of your royal line, and perpetuate the happiness

of these your kingdoms.
We beg leave, at the same lime, to congratulate your Majesty on the amazing suc-

cess with which it has pleased Almighty God to bless your reign. When we consider

the rapid and uninterrupted conquests of your Majesty's arms, your undisputed em-
pire of the sea, your constitutional establishments for internal defence, your mild

administration ot government, your felicity in abolishing ancient factions and ani-

mosities, and in gaining the hearts of your people ; when we behold your Majestj-'s

magnanimity and moderation, amidst such a tide of prosperity ; when, in such a

situation, we perceive religious veneration for Divine Providence, and tender concern
for the welfare of your people, to be the reigning passions of your heart, we bless the

God of our fathers, not less forgiving us a King who adorns the most exalted state of

human greatness, than for the present distinguished glory of our country ; and we
fervently pray that he may render us a people worthy of such conspicuous marks of

his favour.

We should be wanting in our duty on this occasion, if we did not assure your Ma-
jesty, that our fellow-subjects are not insensible of the blessings of which they partake,

tmder your benign and prosperous government. The members of this Established

Church, always remarkal)le for their zeal for religion and liberty, are not less dis-

tinguished for their loyalty to your 3.1ajesty and their love of the constitution ; and if,

in the course of this war, prolonged by a new combination of your enemies, your
Majesty should think it proper to call them out in defence of your sacred person, their

religion and liberties, we are persuaded they would be found inferior to none of their

fellow-subjects, in the exertion of that spirit which becomes a free people, and mem-
bers of the British community.

That Almighty God may establish your throne in righteousness, and in the hearts

of your subjects; that, after having brought your kingdoms to the summit of glory in

war, he may honour your Majesty to confer on them the blessings of a lasting peace,

that you may daily behold the increasing felicity of your people ; that the King and
Queen may be long preserved to each other, and t-^ an affectionate and grateful na-

tion ; and that, when they shall be exalted to an heavenly kingdom, their posterity

may reign over ours to the latest ages, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your ^Majcst}', your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Chr.rch of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our aiipolnlnient, by

11. Traill, Moderator.

VL
Sess. 6, May 26, 1762.— Thn General Asscj/iMys congratidatonj Address to the Queen,

on Ihc liajipy event of her Marriaffc.

May it please your Majesty,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders met in the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Church of b'cotland, beg leave to take this first opportunity of

ongratulating your jNlajesty on your arrival in these kingdoms, and your auspicious
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marriage with a monarch who, by his eminent virtues and happy government, has

acqnired the full affection and confidence of all his subjects.

Our gracious Sovereign's choice alone would have endeared your Majesty to us,

even though we had not been informed of your amiable and distinguished qualities
;

but experience having confirmed early report, and given us the strongest proofs of

yonr wisdom and virtue, and of your firm attachment to the Protestant religion, we,

with grateful hearts, bless Almighty God, who has brought so accomplished a Princess

to share the throne of our beloved Sovereign. We humbly offer to your Majesty our

most respectful duty and cordial affection, and earnestly beg that our most gracious

Queen would honour the Church of Scotland with her countenance and favour.

That God Almighty may ever have your Majesty under his gracious tuition ; that he
may long preserve you to the King and to the people, to soothe the cares of govern-

ment, and bless us with a hopeful progeny ; and that, very late, you may exchange this

earthly crown for the crown of righteousness that endureth for ever, are the prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most devoted servants, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

R. Traill, Moderator.

VII.

Sess. 6, May 26, 17fi2.— The General Assembly's coiigratulatnry Address to the

Princess of Wales, on the happy event of the King's Marriage.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met in

the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, tal<e this first opportunity of

addressing your Royal Highness on an event that must have given you the highest

pleasure, the happy marriage of our beloved Sovereign, your son, with a Princess of

illustrious birth, and most amiable endowments.
Not insensible of what we owe to the mother of our King, nor of what she must

feel on such an occasion, we beg leave to assure your Royal Highness of our unfeign-

ed joy for an union that cannot fail to give you entire satisfaction, and continually

implore the Almighty to pour down such blessings on the royal pair, as may fulfil all

the wishes of your maternal heart.

That the King and Queen may live long for their mutual happiness, and to bless

their people; that your Ro\al Highness may see yourself repaid for your tender care

of your illustrious son, by their no less tender care of their royal offspring; and that,

sprung of you, and inheriting your virtues, a race of kings, who shall fear God and
love the people, may never be wanting to these kingdoms, arc the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, your most faithful and devoted servants,

the Ministers and Elders met in this National Assembly of the Church
of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

R. Traill, Moderator.

VIIL

Sess. 8, May 28, 1762.

—

Act against the Dilapidation of Stipends, andfor ascertaining

the extent of Glebes.

Upon report of the Committee for Overtures, the General Assembly enjoin the
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several Presbyteries of this Church to take an exact account on the place of the ex-
tent of the stipend, glebe, grass, and other emoluments, belonging to every minister
within their bounds, and record the same with accuracy in the Presbytery books, so
that every succeeding incumbent may see at once what he is entitled to, and Presby-
teries may be better able to give check to any dilapidations which may be attempted

;

and the Assembly appoint that the respective incumbents sliall, in case any per-
sons liable in payment of stipends refuse or withhold any part thereof, report the
same to the next Presbytery after such refusal, who are to give such directions for

recovery of the same as the nature of the case may require ; and that where a mini-
ster is possessed of more glebes than one, and has been in use of setting the glebe or
glebes most remote from his manse, that such glebe or glebes shall, in all time coming,
after the boundary and limits thereof are ascertained, as above directed, be let only by
tuck, in which the extent and marches thereof shall be particularly set forth, and the
same lodged with the Presbytery clerk.

IX.

Sess. ult.. May 31, 1762.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. tdt.. May 31, 1762.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly do hereby nominate and appoint the Rev. Dr Robert Traill,

Professor of Divinity in the College of Glasgow, their Moderator, &c. ; to be a com-
mittee of this Assembly for reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, &c.
(The powers and instructions of the Commission are the same as in the immediately
preceding years ; and no change takes place for a considerable time.)

XL
Sess. ult., May 31, 1762.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, upon the fourth Thursday of May nest, being the 26th day of that month,
in the year 1763.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wisuart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

May 31, 1762.— Overturefor Repealing that part of the Form of Process anent

Exculpations.*

The Committee for Overtures transmitted an overture for repealing that part of the

Form ofProcess anent exculpation ; which overture being read, the General Assembly
agreed to transmit the same to the several Presbyteries of this Church, and appoint

that they send up their opinions thereon to the next General Assembly, of which

• This overtui-e was transmitted for several years, but does not appear to have bei-n passed Ed. 1843.J
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overture the tenor follows, viz :
—" The General Assembly, considering that by Form

of Process, chap. ii. sect. 13, the judicatories of this Church are enjoined to consider

and sustain the relevancy of the exculpation offered by the defender, before they give

warrant to cite witnesses for the proof thereof; and considering, likewise, that a

practice more equitable obtained in the Supreme Civil and Criminal Courts of this

part of the United Kingdom, viz., that the defender is always allowed to prove all facts

and circumstances which he may apprehend to have any tendency, either to his en-

tire exculpation, or to the alleviation of the crime charged in the libel against him,

and that before the Court proceed to consider the relevancy of the grounds of excul-

pation offered by the defender; therefore, the General Assembly did, and hereby do,

repeal the article in the Form of Process above referred to, and enact and appoint all

judicatories in this Church to grant warrant to cite such witnesses as the defender, or

his procurator, shall name, for proving all facts and circumstances which the said de-

fender or his procurator may judge to be of use for exculpating the defender from the

crime or crimes libelled, or for alleviating the same, without giving any previous judg-

ment on the relevancy of the grounds or articles of exculpation ; and, further, they

appoint the said judicatories, before pronouncing final sentence, to weigh deliberately,

not only the relevancy and proof of the libel, but likewise the relevancy of the said

exculpation, and the proof thereof."

May 31, 1762.— Overture anent Members of Inferior Courts Judging in Causes

appealedfrom them.

(The Overture of 1754 again transmitted.)

3fay 31, 1762.

—

Overture anent sending up Opinions on Overtures transmitted by the

Assembly.

(Re-transmitted.

)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 26, 1763.

Sess. 1, May 26, 1763.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IT.

May 26, 1763. The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly, presented

to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The repeated proofs which
|

we have received, as well of the loyalty and good affections of the General Assembly

of the Church of Scotland, as of their' attention to promote the cause of religion and

virtue, which we have above all things at heart, give us great pleasure in assuring you of

our most favourable and gracious dispositions towards you, and of our resolution to
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support that Church in all its rights and privileges, as by law established. We have

no doubt of your exerting yourselves with a truly Christian zeal, and confoi^mablj to

the intent of your meeting, in the discouragement of vice and infidelity ; and you

may rely upon our ready concurrence with you in every thing that may tend to

the advancement of purposes so essential to the welfare of our people.

The preventing of the growth of Poperj', and the instilling into the minds of those

committed to your charge a devout reverence towards Almighty God, and an hum-
ble gratitude to his Divine Providence for the inestimable blessings of peace, which

he has so lately vouchsafed to us, and all his other innumerable mercies, are likewise

such great and important objects, that we are persuaded you will think them worthy

of your most serious attention, and heartiest endeavours.

We shall receive the highest satisfaction in being informed of your having applied

yourselves, with your accustomed piety and prudence, to matters so well deserving

our recommeudation, and all your care.

We have appointed our right trusty and well-beloved Charles Lord Cathcart to

represent our royal person in this Assembly; and as our appointment of him arises

from the experience we have had, upon many like occasions, of his loyalty, integrity,

and zeal for our service, so we have full cause to be satisfied that the same reasons,

together with your knowledge of his fitness to discharge this important trust, and of

his affection to the Church of Scotland, will render our choice of him to discharge

the said office very agreeable to you.

We conclude with recommending to you such temper and moderation in all your

proceedings, and such charity, brotherly love, and unanimity, as may secure a happy
conclusion to this your meeting. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 9th day of May 1763, in the third

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's (Command,

Dunk Halifax.

iir.

Sess. 3, Ma?/ 28, 1763.

—

-The General Assembhj s Answer to the Kind's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We received your Majesty's most gracious letter, with the respect and gratitude

which are due to such a distinguishing proof of your royal favour.

Your ^Majesty's approbation of our past conduct we consider as the most agreeable

recompence we could have received for having done our duty. Your royal declara-

tion of your rtsolution to support our Church in all her rights and privileges, affords

us the greatest satisfaction, and we rely upon it as the most perfect security.

It shall be our care, in .obedience to your Majesty's command, to exert ourselves so

zealously in discouraging vice and infidelity, as will show how desirous we are to

merit the confidence your ^Majesty reposes in us, and we deem it our particular feli-

city, that we are subject to a Sovereign, who, by exciting us to our proper work,

shows us that the faithful and conscientious discharge of our duty is the most cer-

tain recommendation to his favour.

We thankfully ascribe the return of the inestimable benefits of peace to the bless-

ing of Divine Providence, upon the wisdom and steadiness with which your Majesty

hath carried on the negotiations for that salutary purpose ; and as by the ilefinitive

treaty with your enemies, your Majesty hath gained acquisitions of vast extent, and
of great importance to your crown, which far exceed the most sanguine expectations

of your subjects at the commencement of the war, and are fully adequate to the great

success of the British arms, it hath been, and shall be our care at this juncture, to

instil into the minds of our people proper sentiments of gratitude towards your Ma-
5'c
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jesty, and of thankfulness to Almighty God, whose hand they discern and bless in

the conduct of this great event.

We beg leave to offer our humble thanks to your Majesty for your attention to the

propagation of Christian knowledge, and of the reformed religion in the Highlands

and Islands of Scotland. It shall be our endeavour to apply the sum appropriated by

your royal bounty' for that purpose, in such a manner as may best answer the gene-

rous and pious intention with which it is bestowed, and to exert the greatest zeal on

our part to communicate the blessings of knowledge, and the arts of peace, to those

of our countrymen who have displayed their valour during the war, with no less be-

nefit to Great Britain than glory to themselves.

We have had experience on so many former occasions of the loyalty, integrity, and

prudence of the noble Lord whom your Majesty has appointed to represent your

royal person in this General Assembly ; we are so sensible of his abilities to dis-

charge this important trust, of his zeal for religion, and of his attention to the true

interest of this Church, that we consider your Majesty's repeated choice of him as an

additionaUmark of your favour and regard to us.

Permit us to assure your Majesty, that we shall conduct our deliberations and pro-

ceedings with such temper and moderation, with such brotherly love and unanimitj',

as, we trust, shall secure to us the continuance of your royal protection and favour,

which, next to the approbation of that God whom we serve, we esteem our greatest

honour and happiness.

That Almighty God may protect your person, prolong your days, and bless your

administration ; that he may render the peace which you have concluded as per-

manent as it is honourable; that you may behold the increasing felicity of your peo-

ple ; that you may be honoured as the instrument of Divine Providence for their

good ; and that, after reigning long in righteousness, and ruling in judgment, you
may receive the recompence of an heavenly crown, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most feithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Robertson, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 28, 1763.— The General Assembly's congratulatory Address to the King,

on the happy event of the Birth of the Prince of Wales, and the. re-establishment of
Peace.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met

in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, embrace with pleasure the first

opportunity of presenting our humble congratulations upon the birth of the Prince of

Wales. As we arc attached to your ]\Iajesty from love, no less than from duty, an

event which contributes so much to your domestic felicity affords us the most sin-

cere jov. As we are deeply sensible of our own happiness, under your righteous

and mild administration, we could frame no better wish for after ages, than that

the same blessings which we enjoy might be transmitted to them. We adore the

goodness of God, who hath heard our prayers, and who now giveth us the prospect

that our posterity shall be governed by a prince formed by your Majesty's precept,

and taught by your example, to be the guardian of a free constitution, and the father

of his people.

To our expressions of joy on account of this important event, we beg j'our ]\Iajes-

tv's permission to add our warmest congratulations on the re-establishment of peace.

After a long war, the most extensive, and the most successful, but, at the same time,

the most burthensome ever carried on by Great Britain, peace became a desirable
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object to a nation whose wealth and power are derived from its commerce. Your
Majesty, undazzled by the splendour of continual victories, and always attentive to

the true interest of vour people, took early measures for procuring them this neces-

sary blessing ; and your magnanimity and steadiness have accomplished the salutary

work which your wisdom and humanity prompted you to undertake.

By a definitive treaty with your enemies, the great objects for which war was un-

dertaken are attained ; the possessions of chief consequence to Britain are secured

;

new sources of commerce are opened ; and territories are added to your crown, more
extensive and of greater value than have been acquired by any nation since the divi-

sion of Europe into great kingdoms, and the establishment of a balance of power,

have put a stop to the rapidity of conquest ; and as your Majesty can now turn your

whole attention towards the cultivation and encouragement of the arts of peace,

which, even under the pressure, and amidst the avocations of war, you did not ne-

glect, these, under your royal patronage, must revive and flourish, and Britain, as it is

the greatest, will become the most polished and illustrious nation in Europe.

Nor are our hopes of beneficial consequences from the return of peace confined to

ourselves alone. As the chief obstacles which have hitherto prevented the instruc-

tion of the American nations are now removed, we trust to your Majesty's known
zeal for promoting true religion, and to the blessing of the Almighty upon your en-

deavours, that the people now under your dominion which know not God, shall at

length receive the knowledge of that holy faith which civilizes and refines the man-
ners of men, at the same time that it improves and sanctifies their hearts.

Permit us to assure your Majesty, that sentiments of loyalty and attachment to-

wards their gracious Sovereign, the blessings of whose mild and paternal government
they have experienced, prevail universally among the people under our care ; and as,

during the continuance of war, their courage, in defence of the rights and possessions

of their country, has not been infei'ior to that of their fellow-subjects, so they will be

no less zealous, on the return of peace, to express their love and fidelity to your Ma-
jesty's person, and to contribute towards the internal vigour and constitutional secu-

rity of the kingdom.
That Almighty God may bless your administration, and prolong your days ; that

lie may preserve the Prince of Wales, to be your comfort and our hope ; that he may
render the peace which in his great mercy he hath restored, as permanent as it is

honourable and advantageous, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Robertson, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 3, May 28, 1763.— The General Assembly s congratulatory Address to the Queen,

on the luippy event of the Birth of the Prince of Wales.

May it please your Majesty,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders, met in the Gene-

ral Assembly of the Church of Scodand, beg leave to take this first opportunity of

presenting our humble congratulations to your Majesty, upon the birlh of the Prince

of Wales. Our attachment to his Majesty's illustrio'us house, and our love of our

happy constitution, fill us with most sincere pleasure, on account of an event which

contributes to the preservation of the former, and the perpetuity of the latter; our

admiration of your royal virtues, and our solicitude for the happiness of a Queen, so

much and so deservedly beloved by our gracious Sovereign, lead us to participate

deeply in your Majesty's joy, on a circumstance which increases your domestic fell-
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city, and must endear you to the King, and completes the hopes and wishes of the

nation.

That Almighty God may prolong your days, as a blessing to the King, and the

joy of his people ; that he may preserve the Prince of Wales for your comfort and
our hope ; that he may perpetuate and increase your domestic happiness, and add to

it all spiritual and divine blessings, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most devoted servants, the Ministers and Elders met
in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Robektson, Moderator.

VI.

Sess. 9, June 4, 1763.

—

Act anent Applicationsfor a Share of the Public Money.

The General Assembly ordered that all applications for a share of the public

money, in time coming, shall be transmitted to the Agent for the Church, with the

grounds of the claims, on or before the 1st of May yearly, that the same may be laid

before the Procurator, who is hereby api)ointed to give a short state of the case, and

report the same, with his opinion thereon, to the General Assembly at their third,

sederunt ; with certification, that all petitions or applications for money, not lodged in

terms of this overture, shall not be received by that Assembly, but left in the Agent's

hands, to be considered and reported to the Assembly in the year thereafter.

And the General Assembly do hereby recommend to all Presbyteries to pay the

greatest attention to the 8th Act of Assembly, 1719, which is hereby ordered to be

reprinted, and inserted with the public Acts of this Assembly, and is as follows :

—

(Here Ibliows in the original edition, Act 8th, 1719, entitled, ''Act for the right

INlanagement of the Church's Public Money.")

VII.

Sess. 9, June 4, 1763.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands, andfor Managing his Majesty's Royal Bounty

for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

S(SS. ult.,June 6, 1763.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess. ult., June 6, 1763.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday the 24th of May, in the year 1764.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

GeoKGE WlSHiRT, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

I
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Ooerture aiient Transmission of all theformer Overtures.

Upon report from the Committee for Overtures, transmitted by the last and pre-

ceding Assemblies, the General Assembly agreed, that all these be again transmitted;

and do hereby appoint, that such presbyteries as have not yet sent up their opinions

concerning them, do send up the same to the next General Assembly. The overtures

are these :

—

\mo, Anent sending up opinions on overtures transmitted by the Assembly;
2do, For repealing that part of the Form of Process anent exculpations ; 2>tio, Anent
members of inferior courts judging in causes appealed from them ; and that the report

concerning them be brought in to an earlier diet of the Assembly.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 24, 17C4.

I.

Sess. \, May 24, 1764 The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II,

Sess. I, May 24, 1764.— Hie Kings most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

HI.

Siss. 3, May 26, 1764.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 10, June 4, 1764. — Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 10, June 4, 1764.— Commission to sorne Ministers and Ruling Elders for discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Sess. ult, June 4, 1764.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday the 23d of May, in the year 1765.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Ecd. Scot.

Overture anent Transmission of all theformer Overtures.

(The three overtures of last Assembly re-transmitted.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 23, 1765.

1.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1765.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

XL

Sess. \, May 23, 1765.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. It is with the highest satis-

faction that we embrace every opportunity of renewing to you those testimonies of

our paternal affection, which your duty and loyalty to us and our government, and

your steady attention to the great concerns of religion and virtue, deserve at our

hands. It is from the experience we have had of your prudence, candour, and mo-

deration, those constant attendants of a truly Christian spirit, that we gladly support

the General Assemblies of the Church of Scotland, and this present meeting in par-

ticular, with our royal countenance and authority.

We need not recommend the avoiding of all contention and unedifying debates, to

those who have no other object in their view than the suppressing licentiousness, im-

morality, and vice ; and who are actuated by no other zeal than that which tends to

the advancement of true religion, and, consequently, to the general peace and happi-

ness of society.

No relit^ion can be sincere which does not require a conscientious discharge of the

duties it prescribes. No government can be steady which is not founded on maxims

of public liberty, under the influence and restriction of wholesome laws. The

purity of the (Christian faith is distinguished by the first ;—the happiness of the British

constitution is derived from the second. It is by infusing into the minds of the

people committed to your care those civil and religious principles, so essential to
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their happiness, both here and hereafter, that you will be effectually entitled to our

favour.

We have again appointed our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, John Earl

of Glasgow, to represent our royal person ia this Assembly. You, who have already

experienced his affection for you, will be sensible of our attention to you in this

choice. We need not assure you that the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, as by

law established, will always meet with our support in the full enjoyment of their

rio-hts and privileges ; and with such conviction on your part, we have no doubt but

that this meeting will be concluded with the same unanimity, harmony, and brotherly

affection, which have distinguished any former Assembly. And so we bid you heartily

farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 20th day of April 1765, in the fifth year

of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Sandwich.

III.

Sess, 3, Mat/ 25, 1765.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious Letter to this General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland was received with the highest respect and gratitude. VVe are deeply sen-

sible of the honour done us bj' your Majesty's approbation of the past conduct of the

Church of Scotland. Our hearts arc sensibly affected with the tender concern 3'our

Majesty expresses for the interests of religion and virtue, and the encouragement you
give us to pursue the ends of our office ; and it is our steady purpose to improve the

advantages of our happy situation.

Your Majesty has been pleased to point out to us the great objects of our attention

and zeal, which ought to be ever in our view, and we should be unworthy of your

royal favour, and of the countenance of Almighty God, if we should allow ourselves

to be turned aside from these, and should fail in exerting our endeavours for the ad-

vancement of true religion, for the restraint of every species of vice and immorality,

and of that licentiousness of spirit which is so much to be guarded against in a tide of

national prosperity, and under so mild and gentle a government.

As we are entrusted with the office of explaining and enforcing a religion, the sole

tendency of which is to ])repare mankind lor inconceivable happiness in another life,

bj' teaching thcin to pursue their duty and true interest in this present state; and as

we act under the protection of a Prince devoted to the worship and obedience of

God, and under a constitution of government formed for maintaining the rights and
liberties of mankind, we shall be utterly inexcusable if we do not, to our utmost

ability, pursue those great and noble ends with stedfastness and ardour. Placing,

therefore, our humble confidence in llini from whom every goo 1 and perfect gift

doth come, we are determined to cultivate in our own heart'--, and in the hearts of

those committed to our care, such principles of religion and public liberty as tend to

produce the peace of society, and the happiness of mankind, in this life and in the life

to come; in the prosecution of which jiurposes, we rest assured, under ynur Ma-
jesty's protection, of the full enjoyment of the rights and privileges of the Church of

Scot'and.

With the warmest gratitude of heart, we offer up oitr prayers to God for yom- ]Ma-

jesty's happy recovery from your late indisposition ; and, at the same time, permit us,

Great Sir, to make our most thankful acknowledgments to your sacred ^Majesty, for

the late instance you have been pleased to give, with such magnanimity of spirit, of
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your paternal affection, in proposing a method for securing the future peace and
happiness of these nations, in the view of an event, which we fervently pray to God
we may never see.

We most gratefully acknowledge your Majesty's royal donation for promoting

Christian knowledge in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, as a renewed proof

of your Majesty's zeal for the best interests of your subjects; and we shall be careful

to apply it in such a manner as may most effectually contribute to the accomplish-

ment of your Majesty's pious and charitable design.

The approved zeal and fidelity of the Earl of Glasgow in your Majesty's service,

our experience of his abilities for the discharge of so high a trust, his exemplary re-

gard for religion, his warm affection to this Church, and his many amiable qualities

and Christian virtues, make your Majesty's choice of him, to represent your royal

person in this Assembly, most acceptable to this whole Church.

That the King of heaven and earth may long preserve your Majesty the guardian

of liberty, and the patron of piety and virtue, to your people ;—that he may render

your administration prosperous ;— that he may pour down his best blessings on your

Royal Consort, our most gracious Queen ; that God may bless his Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales, and all your Royal Family; that one of your royal progeny

may, to latest ages, reign over a free and loyal people ;—that, after a long and happy
life on earth, you may enjoy the glorious crown of immortality, are, and ever shall be,

the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Oswald, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. iilf., June 3, 17(55.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor Refor-

mation of the Hir/hlands and Islands, awl. for Managing his Majesty's Royal

Bountyfor that end.

The General/ Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. idt, June 3, 1765.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

S(S8. ult., June 3, 1765

—

The General Assembly's Address to the King, anent the new
Erections in the Highlands.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met
in the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, humbly beg leave to approach
your throne, in behalf of our fellow-subjects residing in the more remote corners of

this part of the United Kingdoms. With the deepest concern we behold many of

them labouring under gross ignorance, or deluded by dangerous errors, which render
them insensible to those blessings, religious and civil, which the inhabitants of the

other parts of your Majesty's extensive dominions enjoy under your auspicious reign.

To communicate to the inhabitants of the Highlands and Islands a more perfect

knowledge of true religion, and to inspire them with just sentiments concerning our
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happy constitution, we have always considered as objects worthy of our most serious

attention ; and we are confident that everv measure, calculated for attaining such

important ends, will not only merit your Majesty's approbation, but receive such

countenance from your royal authority as may be necessary towards carrying it into

execution. Animated by these hopes, the General Assembly of this Church, held

in the year 1761, thought it their duty to lay before your Majesty the report of com-

missioners, who had been appointed by the preceding General Assembly to visit the

Highlands and Islands, and to inquire into the state of religion in those parts ; and,

at the same time, they humbly suggested to your Majesty, that if you should be

pleased to continue the royal donation, which you have annually made to this Church

for reformation of the Highlands and Islands, such alteration might be made in the

terms of the grant as to permit a part of it to be applied towards the erection of new
parishes, with fixed pastors, in different parts of those countries, as the most effectual

method for instructing and reforming the people.

The gracious reception which your Majesty was pleased to give to that applica-

tion hath encouraged us to lay before you the report of a reverend minister, who, in

obedience to the appointment of last General Assembly, visited several parts of the

Highlands and Islands, the state of which the former commissioners had no access to

inspect. AUhough we are fully satisfied that the labours of the missionaries and

catechists, which your Majesty's royal bounty enables us to employ in the Highlands

and Islands, are attended with good effects, we are persuaded that the erecting of

new parishes, in different parts of those countries, would be productive of more cer-

tain and permanent advantages. But as the sum granted annually to the Church

does not enable us to carry on both these plans in that vigorous manner with which

we would wish to prosecute your Majesty's pious intentions, and promote the happi-

ness of our fellow-subjects, we, with all humility, suggest to your royal wisdom, that

some part of the rents and produce of those estates, which, by a statute made in the

25th year of his late Majesty, were annexed inalienably to the Crown, may be ap-

plied towards erecting parishes in those places of the Highlands and Islands where to

your Majesty they shall appear to be most wanted. By that statute the rents and

produce of these estates are declared to be applicable to the purposes mentioned in

it, or " in such manner as his Majesty, his heirs, or successors, should, from time to

time, by warrants under his or their sign manual, be pleased to direct, to the pur-

poses of civilizing the inhabitants of said estates, and other parts of the Highlands

and Islands of Scotland, the promoting amongst them the Protestant religion, good

government, industry, manufactures, and the principles of duty and loyalty to his

Majesty, his heirs, and successors, and to no other use or purpose whatsoever.

From our certain knowledge of the state of the Highlands and Islands, we beg

leave to assure your Majesty, that the application of some part of the rents and pro-

duce ofthese estates, in the manner we have humbly proposed, will greatly conduce to

promote the salutary purposes which the legislature had in view ; and we have such

confidence in your Majesty's paternal tenderness towards all your people, that we

are persuaded it will appear to you an object highly worthy of your royal considera-

tion.

That it may please Almighty God long to continue the blessing of your Majesty's

reign, and that the principles of true religion and virtue, with a firm attachment to

our invaluable constitution, may, under your gracious government, be diffused into

every part of your extensive dominions, is the earnest prayer of,

INIay it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, mogt obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Oswald, Moderator.

O D
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VII.

Sess. ult., June 3, 1765.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday the 2'2d of May, in the year 1766.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Overture anent Transmission of all theformer Overtures.

(Same three Overtures as were transmitted in 1764.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1766.

I.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1766.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1766.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Coinmissioner.

George, R., &c.

IIL

,

Sess. 3, May 24, 1766.— TVie General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. lilt., June 2, M&^i.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Rm/al
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. ult, June 2, \ie>Q.—Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Sess. 5 and 7, May 25 and 27, 1766.

—

Act declaring Mr James Bain, late Minister at

Paisley, incapable of receiving or accepting a Presentation or Call to any Parish in this

Church, without the special allowance of the General Assemhly,

At Edinburgh, the 27th day of May 1766 years.

The which day, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland had transmitted

to them, from their Committee for Bills, a petition for Messrs Warner, Davidson, and

Kennedy, ministers in the Presbytery of Paisley, tabling an appeal taken by them, in

name of said Presbytery, from a sentence of the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr ; by
which sentence, the said Synod had accepted of a demission from Mr James Bain,

one of the piinisters of Paisley, and declared his kirk vacant ; and appointed the Pres-

bytery of Paisley to meet on the 23d day of April, in order to receive any applica-

tion that might be made to them for the supply of the said vacancy : Which petition

sets forth, " That the Presbytery of Paisley had laid before them a letter from Mr
James Bain, one of the ministers of Paisley, bearing a demission of his office and
charge as minister of Paislej', upon the 26th day of March last. The Presbytery, by
their deliverance of that date, delayed the further consideration of that affair until the

23d day of April, in order that Mr Bain might be heard upon that subject before

final sentence was passed ; and ordered a letter to be written to the said Mr Bain,

requiring him to attend upon the said 23d day of April ; against which sentence

the Magistrates of Paisley protested, and appealed to the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr.

That the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr sustained the said appeal, accepting of said

demission, declared his kirk vacant, and appointed the Presbytery of Paisley to meet
on the 23d day of April, in order to receive any application that might be made to

them for the supply of the said vacancy. That the petitioners, by virtue of powers
from the Presbytery of Paisley, who considered Jlr Bain's conduct to be very irre-

gular, protested against the said sentence of Synod, and appealed to the venerable

Assembly for redress ; and praying that it might please the venerable Assembly to

take in the said appeal, reverse the judgment of the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, and
take such further steps in it as to their wisdom shall seem meet, and as the very great

importance of the cause deserved." As also, another petition from the Magistrates

and Town-Council of Paisley, complaining of the Presbytery not having met upon
the said 23d of April, in terms of the Synod's sentence, and praying for redress, in

such manner as the venerable Assembly should judge proper. The moderator being
a member of the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, Dr Oswald, at the Assembly's desire,

took the chair. Parties being called, there compeared for the appellants, the said

Messrs Warner, Davidson, and Kennedy ; for the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, Messrs
Dun, Freebairn, and Mr Colin Campbell ; and for the town of Paisley, Mr Joseph
Williamson, Advocate. The letter of demission by the said Mr James Bain to the

moderator of the Presbytery of Paisley was called for and read ; the sentence of the

Synod appealed from ; the petition of appeal and reasons, and answers by the Synod
to the said petition of appeal and reasons, together with the petition of the Magistrates

of Paisley, were all read over ; and parties being fully heard at the bar, were re-

moved. The General Assembly, after some reasoning on this affair, ordained that

the said INIr James Bain be summoned to appear before them upon Thursday next,

in the New Church Aisle, at ten o'clock, in order to answer for his conduct in giving

up his ministerial charge at Paisley, and appointed their clerk to issue out an order

upon one of their officers for this purpose, who should deliver the summons to the

said Mr James Bain, personally, or at his dwelling-house, and should return a written

execution thereupon ; and in the meantime, the Assembly delayed proceeding any
further in the affair till that diet, and parties were then ordered to attend. Parties

were called in, and the above sentence was intimated to them.

At Edinburgh, the 29th day of May 1766 years.

The General Assembly proceeded to the determination of the cause of Paisley, in

consequence of their resolution ofTuesday last; and the cause being called, parties com-
peared as formerly. The General Assembly called for the execution of citation against
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Mr James Bain, which was produced and read, bearing liim to have been summoned
personally ; and Mr Bain having appeared personally at the bar, was heard. The letter

of demission by him to the Presbytery of Paisley was read, the tenor whereof follows :

—

" Reverend dear Sir, It would have given me great pleasure to have met with my
brethren of the Presbytery of Paisley, as it would have given me an opportunity of ac-

quainting them with what I now inform you of, as their moderator, to be laid before

them, viz., that I entirely give up my charge of the High Church in this town, and the

care of the flock belonging to it, into the Presbytery's hand. They know not how far I

am advanced in life, who see not that an house for worship, so very large as the High
Church, and commonly so crowded too, must be very unequal to my strength ; and
this burden was made more heavy, by denying me a session to assist me in the com-
mon concerns of the parish, which I certainly had a title to ; nor am I singular in

thinking so, as I have the opinion of the first judge of the kingdom, that it was

peevish to refuse it. But the load became quite intolerable, when, by a late unhappy
process, the just and natural right of the common session was wrested from us, which

drove away from sitting in it twelve men of excellent character, so that I had not one

elder for five hundred of examinable persons in my proportion ; nor does it alleviate

the burden, that this right of the session was so tamely given up (some, perhaps, will

say betrayed) by those who ought to have defended it. For in any society where

candour is thought to be gone, confidence must die. I would earnestly beg of my
very reverend brethren to think, that this change of my condition, and the charge I

have now accepted, makes no change in my former creed and Christian belief, none
in my principles of Christian and ministerial communion, nay, none in my cordial

regard to the constitution and interest of the Church of Scotland, which I solemnly

engaged to support some more than thirty years ago, and hope to do so while I live.

At the same time, I abhor persecution in every form, and that abuse of Church power
of late, which to me appears inconsistent with humanity, with the civil interests of

the nation, and destructive of the ends of our office, as ministers of Christ. I would
only add, and assure my brethren, that I go away with a grateful sense of their civi-

lities to me while among them. As a small recompcnce, it is my heart's desire to

God, that they and their flocks may prosper, and they may be directed to promote a

speedy and comfortable settlement of a pastor over that very numerous and affectionate

people, wlio are now my charge no more. With esteem, I am, Reverend dear Sir," &c.

Then the parties were removed. The moderator being a member of the Synod of

Glasgow and Ayr, Dr Oswald, at the Assembly's desire, took the chair. The Gene-
ral Assembly determined the cause anent the vacancy of the parish ; and then the

moderator having resumed the chair, proceeded to take under their consideration Mr
Bain's conduct, and what is contained in his letter. And he being called upon, was

further heard, and again removed ; and, after a very long debate, a motion was made
by a member to the following purpose :

—

hno. That the Assembly should declare him
to be no minister of this Church ; and that he is incapable of receiving or accepting

of'a presentation or call to any parish in this Church, without the special allowance

of some future General Assembly. And, 2do, That the General Assembly should

prohibit all the ministers of this Church from employing him to preach, or perform

any ministerial offices for them, or from being employed by him, unless some future

Assembly shall see cause to take off" this prohibition. The General Assembly, after

deliberating upon the above motion, agreed to the first part thereof without a vole

;

but, members being divided in their opinions with regard to the second part of the

motion, the General Assembly came to the following state of a vote. Agree to the

last part of the motion, or Not ; and the rolls being called, and votes marked, it

carried, by a great majority. Agree. And, therefore, the General Assembly find and
declare, that the said ]Mr James Bain is no minister of this Church, and that he is

incapable of receiving or accepting of a presentation or call to any parish in this

Church, without the special allowance of some future General Assembly. And the

General Assembly do hereby prohibit all the members of this Church from employ-

ing him to preach or perform any ministerial offices for them, or from being employed

by him, unless some future Assembly shall see cause to take off" this prohibition.

Mr Bain being called in, the above sentence was intimated to him.
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VII.

Sess. 6, Mai/ 28, 1766.

—

Act anent the Form of Commissions.

The General Assembly, having had laid before them the report of a committee ap-

pointed to revise the forms of commissions to members of the General Assembly, and
considering that it is of the greatest importance for the honour and interest of reli-

gion, that the office-bearers of the Church should behave and conduct themselves in

all respects becoming their character, do, in terms of the Act of Assembly, 22d May
1722, earnestly beseech, exhort, and require all ministers to take heed to themselves,

and to their doctrine, and to be exemplary to their people in sobriety, righteousness,

and holiness, abstaining from all appearance of evil ; and, in like manner, the Gene-
ral Assembly do earnestly beseech, exhort, and require the elders and deacons to be

faithful in the discharge of their respective offices, tender and circumspect in their

walk, punctual in their attending upon ordinances, strict in their observation of the

Lord's Day, and regular in keeping up the worship of God in their families. The
Assembly do further enjoin and require, for the more regular election of members to

the Assembly in time coming, Presbyteries, Burghs, and Universities, strictly to ob-

serve the acts of former Assemblies, appointing that the election shall be made at

least forty days before the meeting of Assembly, and within a month preceding the

first of the said forty days, except those lying in the Northern and Western Isles,

and shall appoint the day of election at a meeting to be entered in their minutes, at

least ten free days before such election ; and that on the day of election, they shall

make their elections betwixt the hours of one and eight o'clock in the evening.

The General Assembly, considering also that some acts regulating the manner and
time of electing members to the Assembly are posterior to the Act 17th May 1725,

establishing the present form of their commissions ; and that these forms refer in ge-

neral to Acts of Assembly that contain some particulars, of which Presbyteries, Uni-
versities, and Burghs, cannot have any certain evidence, and are thereby reduced to

the necessity either of attesting what does not come properly under their own know-
ledge, or of omitting clauses in the established form, whereby their commissions have

been rendered void and null, the Assembly did, on all these accounts, and hereby do,

appoint and ordain the forms of commissions and attestations, hereunto subjoined,

to be observed by Presbyteries, Sessions, Universities, and Burghs ; and enact and or-

dain, that all such commissions and attestations as are not conceived and attested in

these very words of the form now prescribed shall be rejected.

The General Assembly do further declare and enact, that when a Kirk-Session or

Presbytery refuse their concurrence or attestation to a commission by a burgh or

university, without assigning the reasons of their refusal, that commission shall be

sustained as if duly attested, in case the matter shall be brought before the Assem-
bly bv protest or appeal. And they appoint the Agent for the Church to cause

print this act, together with the following forms of commissions, and transmit the

same to the several Presbyteries, Universities, and Burghs.

(Then follow, in the original edition, " Forms of Commissions;" but it is unneces-

sary here to give them, as they appear at length in Act 4th, 1768.

—

Ed. 1843.)

VIII.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1766.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday the 21st of May, in the year 1767.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.
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Overture anent Transmission of all theformer Overtures.

(Same three Overtures as were transmitted in the immediately preceding years.) I

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1767.

Sess. 1, May 21, 17fi7.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1767.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1767.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Recommendation anent the Orphan Children of Soldiers.

Proposals for more eifectually executing a Scheme for Maintaining and Educating
the Infants and Orphans of Soldiers.

That every infant born in any of his Majesty's regiments of foot or dragoons in

Great Britain, be provided with proper clothing, and its mother with necessary sus-

tenance, to the amount of one shilling per week.

That a request be made to the Right Honourable the Secretary at War, to issue

his orders to the respective commanding officers, to take upon them the care of the

above article.

That when a regiment shall be quartered together, the surgeon and quartermas-

ter, under the direction of the commanding officer, be appointed to buy and pro-

vide necessaries within the said sinn of one shilling per week.

That when the regiment shall be divided, the commanding officer in each quar-

ter be ordered to undertake this charge.

That in case of a march before the lying-in won:en are in a condition to accom-

pany their husbands, without danger of their own or infants' lives, application be

made to some magistrate or justice of the peace, or to the minister of the parish, to

undertake this charitable office, and a sum not exceeding one shilling per week be

allowed for lodging, e.\c!usivc of the allowance for su])port.
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That a furlough be allowed to the husband of the Ijing-in woman thus left behind,
for a month or six weeks, according to the discretion of the commanding officer.

That when a child becomes an orphan, it be boarded in some village, near the place

where the parents died, till it arrives to the age offive years ; at which time to be put, if

possible, to the parish school for two years, and then boarded at some reputable

farmer's for three years more, or put to some trade or manufacture.

That though it is hoped and believed, that the clergy in general will cheerfully

engage in this charitable work, yet, as a further inducement, that my Lords the

Bishops be humbly requested to recommend it by their influence, and enforce it by
their example. The minister of the parish where the parents died will then think it

his duty to appoint a proper person to take care of the orphan, and to make a monthly
report to the register, whether it be living or dead.

As a great many objects of this charity will reside in Scotland, that application be
made to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, to recommend the in-

spection of the orphan children to the care of the respective ministers within whose
parishes they shall be boarded.

To ascertain the persons who are entitled to the benefit of this charity, and to

prevent, as much as possible, all abuse of it, the commanding officer at quarters shall

.send up a certificate, with the first monthly return, specifying that A. B. is wife of

C. D., corporal, drummer, or private man, in such a regiment and company, and has

been so at least nine months before her delivery.

That if a sergeant die during his wife's pregnancy, the widow and orphan be en-

titled to this charity.

That a monthly return be made to the register, by the commanding officer of each
corps, specifying the state of the children, and the time when any of them die ; the

subsistence then to cease, except the woman be in her first month; but, in that case,

to continue the four first weeks after deliver}'.

That the children continue under the care of their parents, who will be enabled
by this charity to maintain them, and, encouraged by the continuance of it, to suffer

them, at the age of five years, to be put to school, and afterwards boarded with some
reputable farmer, or put to some trade or manufacture, as proposed for the orphans

;

and thus a vigorous and hardy race may be formed for agriculture and the service of

their country. If they refuse to comply with this kind and charitable proposal, then
all subsistence immediately to cease for ever.

That the proceedings of this charity be annually printed, for the information of the

subscribers, and the public in general.

Every subscriber paying five guineas annually shall be entitled to be a governor

of this charity.

This proposal has been approved by their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of York,
Gloucester, and Cumberland, by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, by several

of the first general officers of the army, by the Paymaster of the Forces, Secretary at

War, Adjutant-General, &c.

His Majesty has been most graciously pleased to declare himself Patron of this

charity.

The Secretary at War has been pleased to order the commanding officers of the

several corps to report the state of the infants and orphans to his office, where an
exact register will be kept of the proceedings of this charity.

Subscriptions to be received at Messrs Backwell and Co., Pall-Mall; Drummond
and Co., Charing Cross; Colebroke and Co., Threadneedle Street; Martin and Co.,

Lombard Street ; and Messrs Forrest and Maxwell, merchants at Edinburgh.

V.

Sess. 9, Mat/ 30, 1767.—^rf supph/Ing certain Defects in the Forms of Commissions,

and Attestations thereof.

The General Assembly, considering that some defects have been observed in the
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forms of commissions to members of Assembly, and attestations thereof, prescribed by

the last General Assembly, do hereby appoint the following additions to be made to

these forms ; and do enact and ordain, that all such commissions and attestations as

are not conceived and attested in the very words of the forms prescribed by last As-

sembly, and of the supplement now made to them, shall be rejected. (See Act 4th,

1768, for the full amended " Forms of Commissions.")

VI.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 30, 1767.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal

Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1767 Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess, ult., June 1, 1767.

—

Act appointing the Diet ofthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held m
this place, on Thursday the 19th of May, in the year 1768.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot,

Former Overtures again Transmitted.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1767.— Overture of an Act concerning Students in Divinity, and the

Licensing of Probationers.*

There was transmitted to the General Assembly, from their Committee for Over-

tures, an overture concerning students in divinity, and the licensing of probationers,

prepared by a committee appointed for that purpose by the last General Assembly

;

together with another overture respecting students, proposed by the Committee for

Overtures to be added to this ; which overture, prepared by the committee of last As-

sembly, including the said additional overture, which comes in as Article 4th, the Ge-
neral Assembly do hereby transmit to the several Presbyteries of this Church, to be

considered by them, that they may send up their opinions thereupon to the next Ge-
neral Assembly. The same is as follows;

—

The General Assembly, considering the dangerous consequences to religion, of li-

censing any to preach the Gospel who are not duly qualified; and whereas former

acts relative hereto are scattered, and at great distances from each other, by which

• This overture was not passed into an act Ed. 1843

I
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means they cannot easily come so distinctly under view, as if they were digested

into one general act comprehending the substance of them, together with such

alterations and additions, as in the present state of things in this Church, rela-

tive to students in divinity, their admission to probationary trials, and licensing them
to preach, are become either necessary or highly expedient.

For these and other weighty reasons, the General Assembly renews the former

acts relative thereto, in form and manner following.

Article I. None shall be admitted to pass trials in order to their being licensed to

preach the Gospel, excepting such as are of good report for piety, gravity, sobriety,

good affection to the constitution in Church and State, and concerning whom there

shall be ground to hope that they will prove able, faithful, and edifying, in discharg-

ing the duties of their station.

Article II. It is hereby more particularly enacted and ordained, that none be ad-

mitted to trials, or licensed, unless in the cases and under the conditions immediately

hereto subjoined.

Sect. 1. Students found qualified, as is above required, may be proposed to be

taken on trials when five complete years shall have passed, from and after their finish-

ing their course in philosophy ;
provided always, that it be documented by a certificate

of the form and tenor by this act appointed, that they prosecuted their theological

studies at the University dm-ing some part of every one of the five several sessions,

between the time of completing their studies in philosophy, as above required, and

their being proposed in Presbyteries to be admitted to trials. Provided also, that it

shall appear that they did publicly deliver in the Hall, with approbation, five several

exercises at least during said sessions ; and that they attended two sessions on the

lectures of the Professor of (Church History, and during at least one session on the

Professor of Hebrew.
Sect. 2. In order to encourage a more close and regular prosecution of public study,

it is hereby enacted, that students qualified, as required per Section 1st, may, after

four years complete from the time of finishing their course in philosophy, be admit-

ted to probationary trials, provided it be certified in form and manner hereafter by
this act required, that they did prosecute at a university their theological studies,

during the greatest part of the four intermediate sessions, between their finishing

their course in philosophy, and their being proposed to be put upon said trials ; and

that during the course of said sessions, they did deliver not fewer than five several

exercises with approbation, and that they gave like attendance, as by the preceding

article is required, on the colleges of Church History and Hebrew.
Sect. 3. The General Assemblj% in favour of those who shall distinguish them-

selves by prosecuting their studies with the greatest assiduity and regularity, do

hereby enact and ordain, that students qualified, as is above required, may be pro-

posed to be taken on trials on the expiration of three years, from and after complet-

ing their course in philosophy, provided always, that they be certified in manner and

form after mentioned and appointed, to have given close and punctual attendance on

the divinity lessons and exercises, during the three intermediate sessions between

the end of their philosophical course and their being proposed to trials, and to have

delivered in the Hall at least six several discourses or exercises with approbation, and

to have attended the lectures on Church History and the Hebrew class, in like man-
ner as in the cases of students above described, is required.

Sect. 4. It is hereby expressly ordained and enacled, that no student shall, on any

consideration whatever, be licensed to preach the Gospel till he shall appear to the

Presbytery, by unquestionable evidence, to have attained to the age of majority or

twenty-one years complete ; and the Presbytery is hereby enjoined to mark in their

register the production of such evidence, and to specify the nature of it, and if

it is contained in a written certificate, to appoint their clerk to keep the same in

reteiid?.

Article III. The General Assembly earnestly recommends to the members of this

Church, and more especially to the Professors of Divinity, Church History, Hebrew,
and others, under whom students of divinity may carry on any branch of their

studies, and to all ministers of the Gospel, to have a watchful eye over such students;

5 E
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and it Is further recommended, particularly to the Professors of Divinit}-, when making

up the roll of their students yearly, to require, as a necessary condition of being en-

rolled, from all new intrants, and to keep in retentis, letters recommendatory, or cer-

tificates from the ministers in whose parishes such intrants reside, or from other per-

sons of known and established character for candour and discernment, bearing and at-

testing that they have completed their course in philosophy, and are of blameless be-

haviour.

Article IV. The General Assembly further appoints, that every person when he

is about to enter upon the study of divinity, and to apply to a Professor of Divinity to

be enrolled by him for that purpose, shall signify his intention to the Presbytery in

whose bounds he resides, that he may, at the same time, be enrolled by them in their

records as a student in divinity.

Article V. It is further hereby enacted and ordained, that no Presbytery shall ad-

mit to trials before them any student not actually at the time residing, or who has

not, since his becoming a student, resided for the space of six weeks continuediy in

their bounds, unless he be recommended by a Presbytery in whose bounds he resideth

or hath resided, as said is, during said space as, in their judgment, qualified to be ad-

mitted : And it is further hereby provided, that students coming from foreign parts

shall not be entered on trials until six months at least shall have elapsed from the

time of their arrival in Scotland ; nor even then, until they produce certificates of

their diligence and proficiency in their studies, and of their good behaviour, from the

universities where, or professors under whom they studied ; and till it shall further a.\>-

pear that their studies were so conducted and prosecuted as to bring them on a foot-

ing with the students of one or other of the three several classes described in the 2d

article of this Act, and in Sections 1st, 2d, and 3d of the same.

Article VI. When any student is proposed to a Presbytery in order to be taken on

trials, the proposal shall lie on the table tdl the next ordinary meeting, before they give

judgment therein, that diligent in(|uiry may be made and information had concern-

ing the said student's (lualifications and behaviom' ; and the Presbytery shall be alone

both when the proposal is made and judged on. And the General Assembly enjoins

all students to take all opportunities of cultivating an acquaintance with the ministers

of the Presbytery where they reside, and where they are to pass trials.

Article VII. When a Presbytery resolves to take a student on trials, they shall by
theniEelves, or by a committee appointed for that purpose, take a private trial of his

progress in the learned languages, in philosophy, especially in moral philosophy, and

in divinity; and particularly they shall take trial of his acquaintance with the Holy

Scriptures, and what impression of religion he hath on his own soul ; and being satis-

fied in these respects, the committee of cxaminators shall require him to read aloud

in their presence, or (when the Presbytery themselves take the said private trial)

their clerk shall read in open court, and in hearing of the candidate, the engagements

to be entered into by Act 10th, Assembly, 1711; and the Formula appointed (by As-

sembly, ni-l, Act t)th of the same) to be signed by such as are licensed to preach

immediately before licensing them ; and Presbyteries are strictly charged to conduct

those trials impartially, as in the sight of God and our Lord Jesus Christ, the alone

King and Head of his Churcli, and either reject or delay to further trial such as shall

not be found sufficiently qualified.

Article VHI. The same steps are hereby ordained to be taken in all respects, be-

fore any Presbytery shall recommend a student to be taken on trials by another.

Article IX. It is likewise enacted that Presbyteries, after sustaining the above

private trial, and resolving to admit the candidate to public trials, shall two months

(at least) before the then ensuing meeting of Synod, direct circular letters to be written,

and sent away to each I'resbytery within the bounds, informing them of their inten-

tion, that the members of the Synod may be ripely advised thcrcanent; and it is like-

wise ordained, that intimation of the same shall be jiublicly made at the second diet of

Synod, to lie on the table till ai:other diet, or in case of no third diet, till the end of

said second one, and then particular inquiry shall be made, whether there is any

objection against entering the said student on trials? And in case any relevant one
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shall be moved, the Presbytery proposing the candidate shall stop procedure till the

same be discussed or brought to an issuo.

Article X. The General Assembly appoints the public probationary trials of

students, who are to be licensed probationers, to be these following, viz. ; Imo, The
catechetic trials to be renewed in presence of the Presbytery, and that previously to

all the Other parts of public trials; 2do, A homily in English on a Scripture text;

Stio, An exegesis in Latin, on a controverted head of divinity, and sustaining a thesis

or dispute thereon ; ito. An exercise and addition ; 5to, A lecture on a large portion

of Scripture ; 6to, A popular sermon on a particular text of Scripture. Lastly, To in-

terpret the Greek of the New Testament, ad aperturnm libri, and not only to translate

and analyse any portion of the Hebrew Bible prescribed by the Presbytery, but also

to read the Hebrew text, ad aperf.uram libri. And it is hereby further enacted, that

the foresaid public trials shall not be taken and concluded in fewer than three several

meetings of Presbytery, nor shall the interval between the first and last of these meet-
ings be, in any case, shorter than six weeks.

Article XL When any Presbytery who, with the Synod's allowance, has entered,

or who is about to enter a student on trials, shall receive a letter from any Presbytery,

showing their dissatisfaction with the student entered, or to be entered on trials, and
giving relevant grounds for the same, which they offer to the Presbytery at their next

meeting, the said student shall not be licensed until the matter be tried. And the

General Assembly appoints Presbyteries, who shall receive such letters anent students

from any other Presbytery, to write a return with the first post after their meeting,

acquainting them of their next diet.

Article XH. The General Assembly considering, that some persons who, upoQ
application to the judicatories of this Church, have not been admitted on trials, or

have not been found fit and worthy to be licensed to preach, do yet retire out of the

bounds of this Church, where they are not so well known, in order to enter upon
trials, and after they have been licensed, do not recommend themselves by a holy life

and ministerial conversation, to the reproach of the Church of Scotland where they

were educated ; therefore, the General Assembly do hereby inhibit and discharge all

3'oung men, educated in this ('hurch, or students of divinity, to go to foreign places

and offer themselves to trials for licence to preach the Gospel, without testimonials

and reconunendations from their Presbytery, as above directed. And further, order

and appoint, that no student whatsoever, coming from abroad, shall be allowed to

preach within this Church, as one of our probationers, until it appear documented
that they have followed the study of divinity for six years, after their finishing their

course of philosophy, and until they undergo anew their catechetic trials, and come
under the eflgagements, and sign the Formula appointed by Act 10th, Assembly, 1711,

and it appear by their licence that the said probationers have been licensed by a

regularly constituted Presbytery, or classical meeting.

Article XIII. For the better securing the attainment of the purposes of this Act,

and to prevent the eluding thereof, the General Assembly does hereby enact and
ordain, that no young man educated in this Church shall go without the bounds
thereof, and offer himself to trials, unless he carry with him such certificates as are

by this Act appointed to be produced to Presbyteries within the Church, previously

to their admitting any to trials, at the desire and on the recommendation of another

Presbytery. And it is hereby further enacted, that no person licensed without the

bounds of this Church shall be held or considered as one of her probationers, nor

shall be entitled to, or capable of, enjoying any of the privileges belonging to that

character, till he shall undergo a-new his catechetic trials, and until it shall be docu-

mented, that he did follow the study of divinity, so as to fall under one or other of

the three classes of students above described in paragraph or section 2, Article 1, 2,

and 3, and until he come under the engagements, and sign the Formula appointed

by Act of the General Assembly, 1714; and till it shall likewise appear that he

was licensed to preach by a regularly constituted Presbytery or classical meeting.

Provided always, that the space of time intervening between the admission of such

students to trial before Presbyteries or classical meetings, not within the Church
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of Scotland, and their being actually licensed, shall not have been less than six

weeks.

Proposals annexed to the above Overture. ,

\mo, That a form of a licence adapted to the frame and chief clauses of this Act
be drawn up, and be strictly enacted to be observed as the only valid form in the

power of Presbyteries to arrant, and that no one presume to officiate in the character

of a preacher, till he shall either have extracted his hcence drawn up in manner and
form hereby required, and shall have the same ready to produce and exhibit to all

concerned ; or until he shall obtain and be in possession of an attestation by the Pres-

bytery, that the materials out of which such a licence can be framed are actually

engrossed and contained in their miiuites.

2(10, That certificates be drawn up in such manner and form as shall suit the

requisites of this Act, be printed, leaving blank spaces to be filled up with the dates

and other particulars, that can only be inserted by the granter of the certificates.

Ztio, That an edition of ibis Act be printed, and copies thereof given to students

of divinity already enrolled, and prosecuting their studies, and to intrants on said

study in time coming.

Ato, That when Presbyteries suspend preachers, or deprive them of their licences,

notice should be given of such sentences, cither in the public newspapers, or by cir-

cular letters to the Presbyteries, at least of the Synod of the bounds, if not to the

whole Church ; and in like manner notice be given when such as have been sus-

pended or deprived of their licences are restored to their character of preachers.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1768.

I. •

Sess. 1, Maij 19, 1768.— The King's Coininission to John Earl of Glasffow - prodttcedf

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1768.— Tlie Kimjs wast r/racious Letter to the General Assemblr/,

presented to them bij his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

IIL

Sess. 3, May 21, 1768.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter,

May it please your Majesty, &c.



1763, OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 773

IV.

Act of the Assembly aneiit the Form of Commissions.

The General Assembly, 17G6, having prescribed certain forms of commissions io

members of Assembly, and attestations thereof, and the Assembly, 1766, having, in

respect of some defects observed in these forms, made a supplement thereto ; the
General Assembly, now considering the disadvantage of having what belongs to the

necessary forms of commissions and attestations lying in separate Acts, by which
the electors or their clerks may be more liable to mistakes or omissions, than if the

whole was laid before them in one view, did appoint both to be brought together

into one Act as follows ; and the Agent for the Church to cause print the same, and
transmit copies thereof to the several Presbyteries, Universities, and Burghs.

The General Assembly, considering that it is of the greatest importance for the

honour and interest of religion, that the office-bearers of the Church should behave
and conduct themselves in all respects becoming their character, do, in terms of the

Act of Assembly, 22d JMay 1722, earnesUy beseech, exhort, and require all ministers

to take heed to themselves, and to their doctrine, and to be exemplary to their

people, in sobriety, righteousness, and holiness, abstaining from all appearance of
evil ; and, in like manner, the General Assembly do earnestly beseech, exhort, and
require the elders and deacons to be faithful in the discharge of their respective

offices, tender and circumspect in their walk, punctual in their attending upon ordi-

nances, strict in their observation of the Lord's Day, and regular in keeping up the
•worship of God in their families. The Assembly do further enjoin and recjuire, for

the more regular election of members to the Assembly in time coming. Presbyteries,

Burghs, and Universities, strictly to observe the Acts of former Assemblies, appoint-
ing that the election shall be made at least forty days before the meeting of Assem-
blj', and within a month preceding the first of the said forty days, except those lying
in the Northern and Western Isles, and shall appoint the day of election at a meet,
ing to be entered in their minutes, at least ten free days before such election ; and
that on the day of election, they shall make their elections betwixt the hours of one
and eight o'clock in the evening.

The General Assembly, considering also that some Acts regulating the manner
and time of electing members to the Assembly are posterior to the Act 17 th May
1725, establishing forms of their commissions; and that these forms refer in general
to Acts of Assembly that contain some particulars, of which Presbyteries, Universi-
ties, and Burghs, cannot have any certain evidence, and are thereby reduced to the
necessity either of attesting what does not come properly under their own know-
ledge, or of omitting clauses in the established form, whereby their commissions
have been rendered void and null; the Assembly did, on all these accounts, and
hereby do, appoint and ordain the forms of commissions and attestations hereunto
subjoined, to be observed by Presbyteries, Sessions, Universities, and Burghs ; and
enact and ordain, that all such commissions and attestations as are not conceived and
attested in these very words of the form now prescribed shall be rejected.

The General Assembly do further declare and enact, that when a Kirk-session or
Presbytery refuse their concurrence or attestation to a commission by a Burgh or
University, without assigning the reasons of their refusal, that commission shall be
sustained as if duly attested, in case the matter shall be brought before the Assem-
bly by protest or appeal.

Form of Commissions by Presbyteries.

At the day of years.
The which day, the Presbytery of being convened, betwixt the hours of

one and eight o'clock in the evening, in order to elect their representatives to the
ensuing Assembly, pursuant to a resolution entered into their minutes on the
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day of did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint Mr minister at

and Mr minister at and and
ruling elders, their commissioners to the next General Assembly of this Church,
indicted to meet at the day of next to come, or when and where it

shall happen to sit, willing them to repair thereto, and to attend all the diets of the

same, and there to consult, vote, and determine in all matters that come before them,

to the glory of God and the good of his Church, according to the Word of God, the

Confession of Faith, and agreeable to the constitutions of this Church, as they will

be answerable; and that they report their diligence therein at their return there-

from. And the said Presbytery does hereby testify and declare, that all the mini-

sters above named have signed the Formula enjoined by the 10th Act of the As-
sembly, 1711; and the ruling elders above written have signed the Formula pre-

scribed by the 1 1th Act of the Assembly, 1694. And, further, that the said elders

are of unblemished characters, circumspect in their walk, regular in giving attend-

ance on the ordinances of Divine institution, and behave in other respects agree-

able to their office. All which the Presbytery have hereby attested on proper in-

formation.

Form in the Case of an After-Election of a Commissioner in the place of oneformerly
chosen.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of being convened, betwixt the hours of

one and eight in the evening, and (here the occasion of the new election to be nar-

rated) did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint in his place Mr minister

at (or, if ail elder, ruling elder,) their commissioner to the next

General Assembly; and do hereby testify and declare, (if a minister,) that he hath

signed the Fornnda enjoined by the lOlh Act of Assembly, 1711; or (if an elder)

that he is in all respects qualified in the same manner as their commissioner in

whose room he is chosen ; which the Presbytery hereby attests upon proper informa-

tion.

Attestation.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of having had the above extract of their

commission to their representatives in the ensuing Assembly laid before them, they

caused it to be read, and having revised and considered the same, they did approve

thereof. Attested by A. B, Moderator.

Or (Y*.

Form of Commissions from Universities.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Principal, Professors, Masters, and other members of the Uni-

versity of having right to elect, being convened, betwixt the hours of one

and eight o'clock in the evening, in order to elect their representative to the en-

suing General Assembly, pursuant to a resolution entered into their minutes on the

day of did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint their

commissioner to the next General Assembly of this Church, indicted to meet at

the dav of next to come, or wlun and where it shall happea

to sit, willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all the diets of the same, and there

to consult, vote, and determine in all matters that come before them, to the glory of

God, and the good of his Church, according to the Word of God, the Confession of

Faith, and agreeable to the constitution of this Church, as he will be answerable

;

and that he report his diligence therein at his return therefrom. And it is hereby
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i
testified and declared, that the said is a minister, or (an elder) of this

I
Church, lawfully ordained, and (if a minister) hath signed the Formula enjoined

I
by the 10th Act of the Assembly, anno 1711 ; or (if an elder) hath signed the For-

i
mula prescribed by the 11th Act of the Assembly, 1694. And, further, that the
said commissioner is every other way qualified to be a member of the Assembly,
according to the Acts of the Assembly; and (if an elder, it must be said) and, in

particular, he is of an unblemished character, circumspect in his walk, regular in

I

giving attendance on the ordinances of Divine institution, and behaves in other

I

respects agreeable to his office. All which the University have hereby attested on
proper information.

Formfor Universities in the Case of an After-Election of a Commissioner in the

place of oneformerly chosen.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Principal, Professors, Masters, and other members of the Uni-
versity of being convened, betwixt the hours of one and eight in the even-
ing, and (hero the occasion of the new election to be narrated) did, and hereby do,

nominate and appoint in his place their commissioner to the next General
Assembly ; and it is hereby testified and declared, that he is in all respects qualified

in the same manner as their former commissioner, in whose room he is chosen, which
the University attests on proper information.

N.B.—This form for Universities is prescribed on the supposition that the former
commissioner, and the person chosen in his place, are either both of them ministers,

or both of them elders; but if an elder is chosen in the place of a minister, or a
minister in the place of an elder, then the attestation must contain the words at length
of the form prescribed for the first election.

Attestation.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of having had before them a commission
given by the University of to to represent the said University
in the ensuing General Assembly of this National Church, do, in terms of the 4th
Act of Assembly, 1720, the 7ih Act of Assembly, 1723, and 4th Act of Assemblj',

1724, testify and declare, that the said is a minister or (an elder) lawfully

ordained; that he has signed the Formula enjoined by the 10th Act of Assembly,
1711 ; or (if an elder) hath signed the Formula prescribed by the 11th Act of As-
sembly, 1694 ; and that he is a master of the said University, or

And, further, that the said commissioner is every other way qualified to be a
member of the Assembly, according to the Acts of Assembly. This signed by

A. B. Moderator.

Form of Commissionsfrom Burghs.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Magistrates and Town-Council of being con-

vened in Council, betwixt the hours of one and eight o'clock in the evening, in order

to elect their representative to the ensuing Assembly, pursuant to a resolution entered

into their minutes on the day of did, and hereby do, nominate and
appoint ruling elder, their commissioner to the next General Assembly
of this Church, indicted to meet at the day of

next to come, or when and where it shall happen to sit, willing him to repair thereto,

and to attend all the diets of the same, and there to consult, vote, and determine in

all matters that come before them, to the glory of God, and the good of his Church,
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according to the Word of God, the Confession of Faith, and agreeable to the consti-

tution of this Church, as he will be answerable ; and that he report his diligence

therein at his return therefrom. And it is hereby testified and declared, that the

said is an elder of this Church, lawtiilly ordained, and hath signed

the Formula enjoined by the 11th Act of Assembly, 1694, and is every other way
qualified to be a member of Assembly, and likewise that he is (a residenter in the

said burgh,) or (an heritor in the said burgh,) or (an heritor in the bounds of the Pres-

bytery of , within which the said burgh lie=,) or (has formerly resided

and officiated as an elder in the said burgh,) or (Presbytery of , within

which the said burgh doth lie,) according to the Acts of Assembly ; and, in particular,

.

that he is of an unblemished character, circumspect in his walk, regular in giving

attendance on the ordinances of Divine institution, and behaves in other respects

agreeable to his office. All which the Magistrates and Town-Council have attested

on proper information.

Form for Burghs in the Case of an After-Election of a Commissioner in the place of one
formerly chosen.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Magistrates and Town-Council of being con-

vened, betwixt the hours of one and eight in the evening, and (here the occasion of

the new election to be narrated) did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint in his

place ruling elder, their commissioner to the next General Assem-
bly ; and it is hereby testified and declared, that the said is (a resi-

denter in the said burgh,) or (an heritor in the said burgh,) or (an heritor in the bounds
of the Presbytery of , within which the said burgh lies,) or (has formerly

resided and officiated as an elder in the said burgh,) or (Presbytery of
,

within which the said burgh doth lie,) and that he is in all other respects qualified in

the same manner as their former commissioner, in whose room he is chosen ; which
the Magistrates and Town- Council do attest on proper information.

Attestation hy the Kirk-Session.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Kirk-Session of having had laid before them a
commission by the Magistrates and Town-Conncil of to

ruling elder, to represent the said burgh in the ensuing General Assembly of this

National Church, do, in the terms of the 4th Act of Assembly, 1720, testify and de-

clare, that the said is an elder lawfully ordained, and that he has
signed the Fornnila prescribed by the 11th Act of the General Assembly, 1C94 ; and
likewise, that he is (a residenter in the said burgh,) or (an heritor in the said burgh,)

or (an heritor in the bounds of the said Presbytery of , within which
the said burgh lies,) or (has formerly resided and officiated as an elder in the said

burgh,) or (Presbytery of , within which the said burgh doth lie.)

Attestation by the Presbytery.

At the day of years.

The which day, the Presbytery of having had produced before

them a commission given by the Magistrates and Town-Council of

to to represent the said burgh in the ensuing General Assembly of

this National Church, \\\\h an attestation of ib.e kirk-session of the said burgh, con-
form to the direction of the 9th Act of Assembly, 1718, 4th Act of Assembly, !720,
and 4th Act of Assembly, 1724, do, in terms of the foresaid Acts, likewise testify and
declare, that the said is an elder lawfully ordained, and that he has
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signed the Formula prescribed by the 11th Act of Assembly, 1694; and likewise,

that he is (a residenter in the said burgh,) or (an heritor in the said burgh,) or (an
heritor in the bounds of the Presbytery of , within which the saiil burgh
lies,) or (has formerly resided and officiated as an elder in the said burgh,) or (Presby-

tery of , within which the said burgh doth lie ;) and further, that the

said commissioner is every other way qualified to be a member of the Assembly,

according to the Acts of Assembly. This signed by A. B., Moderator.

Sess, 8, May 27, 1768.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re~

formation of the Highlands and Islands^ and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfur that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1768.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1768.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in this

place, on Thursday, the 18th day of May, in the year 1769.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Former Overtures again transmitted.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1769.

I.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1769.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1769.— T^e Kinfs most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them'by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.
5 F
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III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1769.— The General Assembli/s Ansiver to the King!s most gracious-

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 23, 1 769.

—

An Address ly the General Assembly to his Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and ciders met in the Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland, consider it as our duty, at this juncture,

to approach your throne with the warmest professions of our sincere attachment to

your royal person and family. As the Church of Scotland is indebted for its preserva-

tion, in times of danger and persecution, to the Divine protection, it owes its civil

establishment to the principles of hberty. Under the same Illustrious Monarch who
secured the succession of the British Throne to the House of Hanover, the protection

of law was obtained for the Church of Scotland ; and the members of this Church
have uniformly' distinguished themselves, no less by the love of liberty, which the

genius of our ecclesiastical constitution tends to cherish, than by their attachment to

your Majesty's royal ancestors, the faithful guardians of the rights of their people.

Animated with the warmest sentiments of loyalty and affection to our Sovereign,

we embrace the first opportunity that hath offered to us of expressing our hearty

concern at that spirit of licentiousness, and those unhappy dissensions which have
disturbed your Majesty in the seat of your government, and begin now to alarm the

minds of good citizens in the most remote parts of your dominions. Fully sensible

of your jNIajesty's paternal goodness, and constant endeavours to promote the public

happiness, we cannot sufficiently lament that this gracious purpose should be obstructed

by any part of your subjects.

It is, however, with much satisfaction that we assure your Majesty, that the great

body of the people under our care, sensible of the blessings which they enjoy under

your auspicious reign, are actuated with zeal for our happy constitution, and with

respect and love for their Sovereign. No pains shall be wanting on our part to

cherish and improve those happy dispositions. At the same time that we inculcate

upon them a supreme reverence for the doctrines and jjrecepts of Christianity, we
will omit no opportunity of impressing them with loyalty to our King, veneration for

the constitution, and obedience to the laws of our countr}'.

We offer, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, our prayers to Almight}' God,
that he may long preserve your Majesty to be the guardian of our civil and religious

rights : That he may comfort your heart under the cares and burdens of government,

and guide your councils by his unerring wisdom : That there may ever surround the

throne men of approved ability and integrity, possessing the confidence of their Sove-

reign, and ihe esteem of their fellow-subjects ; and that these lands, ruled by your

Majesty and your royal descendants, may continue to the latest ages to be the happy

seat of religion, liberty, and the valuable arts of life, are, and shall be, the constant

prayers of.

Most Gracious Sovereign, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjests, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment, by

James M'Knight, Moderator.
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Sess, 9, Ma^ 27, 1769.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands, andfor Managing his Majesty's Royal Bounty

for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. ult., May 29, 176i).

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult, May 29, 1769.

—

Jet appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday, the 2-lth day of May, in the year 1770.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Former Overtures again transmitted.

Sess. ult., May 29, 17&9.— The Act of Assembly, 1732, anent the Method of Planting

Vacant Churches, transmitted as an Overture to Presbyteries.*

(See Act 8th, 1732.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 24, 1770.

Sess. 1, May 24, 1770.

—

The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, May 24, lllO.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

* In regard to this overture, the following notice appears in the Abridgment of the Assembly's Pro-

ceedings for 1769: " The General Assembly agreed tn transmit the Att of Assembly, 1732, anent the

method of planting vacant churches, as au Overture to Presbyteries, that they may return their opinion to

the next Assembly concerning the reviving of the said act." It was again transmitted in 1770; but iu

1771 no notice is taken of the subject Ed. 1843.
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HI.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 26, mO.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 8, June 1, 1770.

—

An Address by the Geiieral Assembly to his Majesty on the

Birth of a Princess.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, embrace with pleasure an opportunity which is offered us by
Providence, during our meeting in the General Assembly, of congratulating your

Majesty on the safe delivery of the Queen, and the birth of a Princess.

This happy event, while it fills our hearts, as it must do those of all your faithful

subjects, with joy, gives us fresh reason to acknowledge the goodness of God, in thus

farther securing to us, by the increase of your royal family, a long continuance of

those estimable blessings which we have hitherto enjoyed under the protection of your

Majesty's illustrious house.

While attempts have been made to disturb the order of government, and diminish

the affection of your people towards a Sovereign who is so worthy of their confidence

and trust, we esteem ourselves happy, in being able to assure your Majesty of the

firm and unperverted loyalty of the people under our care, and of their taking equal

concern with us in every event that is auspicious to your Majesty's family, persuaded

that liberty is only secure when due reverence to the laws is preserved. We rejoice in

having a Prince who has shown that, while he maintains the most sacred regard to

the British constitution, he knows how to support, with propriety, the dignity of the

throne.

That Almighty God may pour down his blessings on your Majesty, on the Queen,
and on all the royal family ; that he may prolong your reign in the midst of national

prosperity, and may establish your throne in the hearts of a dutiful people, are the

constant and fei-vent prayers o'i,

Most Gracious Sovereign, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Alexander Cahlyle, Moderator.

Sess. 9, June 2, 1770.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal Bounty

for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. vlt., Jtine A, 1770.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cuising Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VII.

Sess. 3, JIdi/ 26, 1770.

—

Act anent the Introductiun of Commissions to certain

Universities.

It beinp; represented that the present form of commissions from universities in the

introduction does not suit certain of the universities, viz., in these words :
—" The

Principal, Professors, Masters, and other Members of the University of
,

having right to elect, being convened," &c. : Therefore, the General Assembly did,

and hereby do appoint, that in the form for those universities to whom the words

above mentioned do not agree, in place of these, the words shall be as contained in

the 8th Act of Assembly, 1726, viz. :—•" A meeting of the university of

being convened, betwixt the hours," &c. And in like manner in the form of an after-

election.

VIII.

Sess. 5, May 29, 1770.—y^c^ anent the bringing in of Overtures.

The General Assembly proceeded to consider the overture respecting the bring-

ing in of overtures to the Assembly. The General Assembly, after reasoning there-

upon, agreed thereto, and enacted as follows: The General Assembly did, and hereby

do ordain, That no business or overture shall be brought into the Assembly the

same day on which it was moved in the Committee for Overtures; and that after any

overture being transmitted or moved in the Assembly, it shall lie on the table for

one diet.

IX.

Sess. ult., June 4, 1770.

—

Act appointing the Diet ofthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday, the 23d day of May, in the year 1771.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Former Overtures again transmitted.

The Act of Assembly, 1732, anent the Method of plaiitinq Vacant Churches, trans-

mitted as an Overture to Presbyteries.

(See Act 8th, 1732, and note, p. 779.)
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 23, 1771.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1771.— The Kind's Comminsion to John Earl of Glasgow produced,

and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1771.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majestijs Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 25, 1771.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. %, May ?>\, 1771.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for He-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesti/s Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. ^, May Z\, 1771.

—

-Act concerning Persons guilty of Uncleanness, where they

should make Satisfaction,

It being represented to the Assembly, by an overture, transmitted to them by their

Committee for Overtures, that disputes had arisen in the case of delinquents, where
satisfaction should be made, when the delinquents have their residence in different

parishes, the General Assembly find, that, according to the law and practice of this

Church, persons guilty of uncleanness should satisfy in that parish whereof the wo-
man was a parishioner at the time the guilt was committed ; and that by a parishioner

is understood a person who has his or her fixed residence, or place of abode, within

a certain parish for the time, whether such residence is of long or short duration.



1772. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 783

VI.

Sess. ult, June 3, 1771.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess, ult., June 3, 1771.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in
this place, on Thursday, the 21st day of May next, in the year 1772.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Overture anent the Age of Ruling Elders, and the electing them to represent Sessions in

the Presbytery and Synod.*

Sess. G, May 29, 1771.— Overture anent Members of Inferior Courtsjudging in Causes
appealedfrom them, f

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1772.

I.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1772.— The King's Commission to John Earl of Glasgow produced,
and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1772.— The King\ most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

ni.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1772.— The General Assembly s Ansicer to the King''s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

* This overture was eventually passed into an act. See Act 12tli, 1776.

—

Ed. 1843.

t This overture was again transmitted for three years, and then dropped—JEd. 1843.
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IV.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 30, 1772.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty s Royal

Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1772.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. idt., June 1, 1772.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held jn

this place, on Thursday, the 20th day of May, in the year 1773.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 9, Mag 30, 1772.— The General Assembly transmits to Presbyteries thefollowing

Report, laid before them by their Committeefor Overtures.

The Committee for Overtures having met and considered the overtures trans-

mitted to Synods and Presbyteries to this General Assembly, with respect to the

electing and ordaining of elders ; and having heard reports of irregularities in these

matters, particularly of elders being ordained in parishes where they have no resi-

dence, and reasons thereon, do report their humble opinion, that the case is not ripe

for an overture to be transmitted to Presbyteries ; but that the General Assembly

should recommend to Presbyteries to inquire into these matters, and to transmit such

overtures thereon as to them should seem proper. Which report from the committee

being considered, the General Assembly do hereby recommend to Presbyteries ac-

cordingly.

Sess. 6, May 27, 1772.— Overture anent Probationers being Licensed without the Bounds

of the Church. *

Sess. 6, May 27, 1772.— Overture anent the Age of Ruling Elders, and the electing

them to represent Sessions in the Presbytery and Synod.

(Re-transmitted.)

Sess. 6, May 27, 1772.— Overtitre anent Members of Inferior Courtsjudging in Causes
appealedJ'rom them.

(Re-transmitted.)

• An Act on this subject was passed in 1779. (See Act 1 1th of that jear.) Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1773.

Sess. 1, 3Iat/ 20, 1773.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. I, May 20, 1773.— Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

m.
Sess. 3, May 22, 1773 The General Assembly's Answer to the Kin^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess, 4, May 24, 1773.— The General Assembly's Congratulatory Address to the King

on the happy event of the Birth of a Prince.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

V.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1773 Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for managing his Majesty's Royal

Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1773 Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for

discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1773.—^rf anent the neglect of Kirk-Sessions to purchase the Acts

of Assembly.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, revive the enactments of Assembly,

1645, p. 30, Assembly, 1700, Act 16, and Assembly, 1705, Act 18, recommendmg
5 G
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to all Kirk-Sessions to buy the printed Acts of Assembly, and enjoining Presbyteries

and Synods to make inquiry at privy censures how far this recommendation is ob-

served by the Sessions within their bounds.

VIII.

Sess. ulL, May 31, 1773 Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday, the 19th day of May, in the year 1774.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1773.

—

Overture anent Probationers being Licensed witkout the

Bounds of the Church.

(Re-transmitted.

)

Sess. 9, May 29, 1773.

—

Overture anent the Age of Ruling Elders, and the electing

them to represent Sessions in the Presbytery and Synod.

(Re-transmitted.)

Sess. 9, May 29, 1773.— Overture anent Members of Inferior Courts judging in

Causes appealedfrom them.

( Re-transmitted.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1774.

I.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1774.— The Kiytg's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, 3Iay 19, 1774.— The Ki/ig^s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c

III.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1774.— The General Assembly s Ansiver to the King^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.
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IV.

Sess. 4, May 23, 1774.— The General Assembly s Congratulatory Address to the King
on the Birth of a Prince.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church
of Scotland, embrace with pleasure this first opportunity which our meeting in a
General Assembly affords us, of approaching your throne with humble congratulations

on the birth of another Prince.

Attached to your Majesty by that affection which j'our Majesty's amiable qualities

inspire, we cannot but rejoice in an event which adds to your domestic felicity. The
loyalty which we bear to our Sovereign, and a deep sense of the intimate connection

betwixt the prosperity of your royal family and the public welfare, increase our satis-

faction. Engaged as we are by every motive of duty and of interest to wish the con-

tinuance of the British sceptre in your illustrious house, we regard every addition to

your royal family as a new pledge of the security of our religion and liberties. We adore

the goodness of God, who, by the flourishing state of your royal house, and the per-

severing wisdom and clemency of your government, affords us so much reason to

be grateful for the happiness which we now enjoy, and for the future prospects which
are before us.

That his gracious protection may ever continue to watch over your roj-al person,

your illustrious consort the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and every branch of your
Majesty's august race ; that his Spirit may prompt all your undertakings, his wis-

dom may direct all your councils, and his Providence crown them with success ; and
that, after having long made that extensive and flourishing empire over which you
reign happy, by your mild and just administration, you may at length attain the

full reward of those righteous princes who shall shine as the brightness of the firma-

ment, in the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, are the sincere prayers of,

Most gracious Sovereign, )'our Majesty's most faithful, obedient, and
loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Robert Henry, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1774 Commission to some Ministers and Huling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for managing his Majestys Royal
Bounty for that end.

The commission this year contains the following additional clause inserted in the

close of the act, immediately after the words " as possible"—" and empowered the

committee, at their first meeting, to reject any petition for a new station, in case they

shall find sufficient objections against it."

VI.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1774.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VII.

Sess. ult,, May 30, 1774.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembhj.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in
this place, on Thursday, the 25th day of May, in tae year 1775.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Geokge Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 7, May 26, 1774.— Overturefrom the Presbytery ofEdinburgh, anent Probationers
being Licensed without the Bounds of the Church.*

Sess. 7, May 26, 1774.— Overture anent the Age of Ruling Elders, and the electing

them to represent Sessions in the Presbytery and Synod.

(Re-transmitted.

)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 25, 1775.

Sess, 1, 3Iay 25, 1775.— The King^s Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 25, 1775.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presetted to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 27, 1775.— The General Assembly's Answer to the Kin^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 30, 1775.— The General Assembly s Address of Condolence to his Majesty

on the Death of the late Queen ofDenmark.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met in

the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave humbly to approach your

Majesty with sentiments of respectful and sincere condolence, on occasion of the un-

timely death of your Majesty's royal sister, the late Queen of Denmark.

• Au act on tliis subject was passed in 1779. See Act 9lh of that rear Ed. 1843.
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Attached to your sacred person, by affection no less than by duty, we are deeply"

interested in whatever affects our gracious Sovereign, and are most sincerely touched
with an event, which, to the cares inseparable from royalty, adds the feeling of do-
mestic afHiction.

Possessed, as we are, with reverence and w^ith gratitude towards the illustrious

House of Hanover, to which, under God, the nation is indebted for thar full enjoy-

ment of the Protestant religion, and of public liberty, which our ancestors were soli-

citous to secure, when they called it to the British throne, every loss sustained by
your Majesty in your august family fills us with the most sincere concern.

That the God of grace, and Father of mercies, may on this occasion pour into your
royal heart those consolations which flow from sentiments of reverence for the Divine
government, and of dutiful submission to the Divine will; that he may sanctify this

national affliction, and, by graciously prolonging your valuable life, and that of our
gracious Queen, and the lives of 3'our royal offspring, may afford us the comfortable

prospect of continuing to enjoy the many blessings by which we are distinguished

from the nations around us, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

David Shaw, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, June 3, 1775.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c. (The same as last year.)

VI.

Sess. 9, June 3, 1775.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-

cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., June 5, 1775.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in
this place, on Thursday, the 23d day of A! ay, in the year 1776.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 7, June 1, 1775.— Overturefrom the Presbytery ofEdinburgh, anent Probationers
being Licensed without the Bounds of the Church.

( Re-transmitted.)

Sess. 7, June 1, 1775.— Overture anent the Age of Ruling Elders, and the electing
them io represent Sessions in the Preabytery and Synod.

(Re-transmitted.)
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 23, 1776.

I.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1776.— The King's Commission to Charles Lord Cathcart produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, 3fay 23, 1776.— TJie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by David Dalrymple, Esq.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 25, 177G.— The General Assemhlys Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 28, 1776 The General Assi'mhhfs Address to his Majesty on the present

situation of Affairs.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders met in the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, animated with the same sentiments of

loyalty which prevail among the people under our care, embrace this first opportu-

nity of joining with them in declaring, that, at this interesting juncture, our attach-

ment to your Majesty's person and government, and our zeal for the constitution and

rights of Great Britain, continue firm and unshaken.

Under a constitution founded on the principles of liberty, and governed by a So-

vereign whose reign has been uniformly distinguished by a sacred regard for the

riu'hts of his people, we have enjoyed a felicity which our forefathers struggled and
prayed for, but did not obtain ; and we daily bless that God, by whom kings reign,

for your mild and equitable administration. Sensible of our own happiness, and

reposing with confidence on your Majesty's attention to the welfare of all your

people, it is with no less astonishment than regret that we have beheld those

alarming events which disturb the tranquillity of your reign.

But while we deeply bewail the progress of that spirit which hath prompted our

fellow-subjects in North America to take arms in opposition to your Majesty's au-

thority, and the supremacy of the British legislature, we contemplate, with peculiar

satisfaction, that striking proof which your Majesty now gives of your paternal affec-

tion, by vesting in the same respectable persons whom you have entrusted with the

command of vour formidable fleets and armies, the power of displaying the extent of

your Majesty's clemency, and of conciliating the alienated minds of your subjects.

We consider ourselves as called upon, in the present situation of public affairs, to

exert our utmost diligence in discharging the important functions of our sacred of-

fice, in order to confirm the people committed to our charge in their reverence for

the laws of their country, in their attachment to the system of legal government

established by the glorious Revolution, and in their loyalty towards your Majesty,
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whom they have experienced to be the faithful guardian of those Uberties which

your illustrious House was called to maintain.

These endeavours shall ever be accompanied with our fervent prayers to Almighty

God, that he may go forth with the fleets and armies of our country; that he may
bless the humane means employed by your Majesty to recal our fellow- subjects to a

sense of their duty, and to put a speedy period, without eifusion of blood, to the

present dangerous and unnatural rebellion ; that he who stilleth the tumults of the

people, and ruleth the spirit of man, may, in his good time, turn the hearts of the

children unto their fathers ; that out of confusion order may arise ; that in place of

anarchy and civil discord, submission to legal authority may return ; and the union

between Great Britain and her Colonies may be happily re-established, so that both

may long rejoice under the government of your Majesty, as their common parent and

benefactor.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Ker, Moderator.

Sess. 6, May 29, 1776.— The General Assembhjs CorKjrahdatory Address to his

Majesty on the Birth of another Princess.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church
of Scotland, embrace with pleasure the opportunity which our meeting in a General

Assembly affords us of approaching your throne with respectful congratulations on

the birth of another Princess.

Animated with the principles of loyalty and inviolable regard to your royal person

and family, we cannot fail to rejoice in an event which adds to your domestic felicity.

Possessed as we are with reverence and gratitude towards the illustrious House
of Hanover, to which, under God, the nation is indebted for the full enjoyment of the

Protestant religion, and of public liberty, we must consider the increase of your royal

family as an happy pledge of the security of our civil and religious rights, which our

ancestors were solicitous to establish, by calling your august family to the throne of

these kingdoms. On that throne may it flourish to the latest posterity !

With our fervent prayers for the blessing of the Most High to rest on your Majesty,

on your illustrious Consort the Queen, and on all your royal progeny, we are.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-
dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Ker, 3Ioderator.

VI.

Sess. 9, June 1, 1776.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for managing his Majesty s Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, June 1, 1776.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VIII.

Sess. 5, May 28, 1776.

—

Act disjoining the Parish of Nenthom from the Presbytery of
Lauder, and annexing the same to the Presbytery of Kelso.

The which day, the General xVssembly had transmitted to them, by their Commit-
tee for Bills, a petition for Mr Abraham Kerr, minister at Nenthorn, setting forth,

that the removal of the Presbytery of Lauder from Earlston to Lauder, which is at

a considerable distance from Nenthorn, made it extremely inconvenient for him (es-

pecially in winter) to attend the meetings of the Presbytery of Lauder; and as Kelso
is much nearer, it would be more convenient for him and his parishioners that the

parish of Nenthorn be disjoined from the Presbytery of Lauder, and united to the

Presbytery of Kelso. That both the Presbyteries and the Synod of Merse and Te-
viotdaie had agreed thereto ; and along with the petition he produced a letter, ad-

dressed to the Moderator of this Assembly, signed by all the heritors of the parish of

Nenthorn, agreeing to the disjunction, and craving that the General Assembly
would disjoin the said parish of Nenthorn from the Presbytery of Lauder, and unite

and annex the same to the Presbytery of Kelso. Which petition and letter being

read and considered by the General Assembly, they unanimously did, and hereby

do, disjoin the parish of Nenthorn from the Presbytery of Lauder, and unite and
annex the same to the Presbytery of Kelso ; and declare Mr Kerr, and his successors

in office, constituent members of the Presbytery of Kelso in all time coming.

IX.

Sess. 6, May 29, 1776.

—

Act Reponing Mr Robert Dalrymple to the Office of the Holy
Ministry.

The General Assembly, taking into consideration a petition of Mr Robert Dal-

rymple, late minister at Dallas, presented to the Synod of Moray, and referred by
them to this Assembly, craving that he might be restored to the ministerial charac-

ter, of which he was deprived by a sentence of this Church more than twelve j'ears

ago, in the justice of which he acquiesced ; at the same time, that it had been un-

speakably distressing to him, had borne so hard upon his mind, and given him so

deep concern, that nothing appeared to him of such importance, and so comforting,

as to be restored to his former character. And the Assembly having had laid before

them, together with the above petition, a rejiresentation from the Synod of Moray,

bearing, That they had unexceptionable evidence, both i'roin the testimony of their

own members, and from the places where Mr Dalrymple had resided, of his decent

and useful behaviour since he was deposed, and were, therefore, unanimously of opinion,

that it would be iu no respect hni tful to the interests of religion, but otherwise, to

agree to his petition; but that as the Assembly had affirmed the sentence of the

Synod deposing him, they submitted it to the Assembly, whether, upon what is above

represented, it would not be pro])er to take off the said sentence ? The General As-

sembly, considering the above j)etition and representation, did unanimously, and

hereby do, take off the sentence of deposition passed u[H)n the said Mr Robert Dal-

rymple, and repone him to the office of a minister of the Gospel.

X.

Sess. 6, May 29, 1776 Act altering the Day of Meeting of the Synod of Fife.

The which day, the General Asseiubly had transmitted to them, from their Com-
mittee for Overtures, an overture I'rom the Synod of Fife, craving that the Assembly

would alter the day of the Synod's meeting, from the first to the second Wednesday

of October: Which being read and considered by the General Assembly, they un-

animously did, and hereby do, change the day of meeting of the Synod of Fife from

the first to the second Wednesday of October yearly; and appoint the said Synod to

meet on the second day of October next.
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XI.

Sess. ult, June 3, 1776.

—

Act Changing the Place of Meeting of the Synod of Galloway.

The which day, the General Assembly had transmitted to them, by their Com-
mittee for Bills, a petition for the Synod of Galloway, craving, that the Assembly

would be pleased to change the place of the Synod's meeting from Wigton to New-
ton-Stewart ; and along with the petition there was produced an extract of the Synod's

proceedings relative to this matter: Which petition and extract being considered by

the General Assembly, they unanimously did, and hereby do, change the place of the

Synod of Galloway's meeting from Wigton to Newton-Stewart ; and appointed the or-

dinary and stated meetings of that Synod to be held at Newton-Stewart in all time

coming, allowing the Synod to adjourn occasionally to Kirkcudbright, Wigton, Stran-

raer, or elsewhere.

XII.

Sess. 5, May 28, 1776.

—

Act anent the Age of Ruling Elders.

The General Assembly, upon the report of their Committee for Overtures, finding

that a considerable majority of the Presbyteries of this Church have now agreed to

an overture ancnt the age of ruling elders, and the electing them to represent ses-

sions in Presbyteries and Synods, did thereupon agree, without a vote, to turn the

said overture into a standing act. And, accordingly, the General Assembly did, and

hereby do enact,

—

\mo. That no person shall be ordained an elder of this Church

before he is twenty-one years of age complete ; 2do, That all Presbytery elders shall

be elected, within two months after the sitting of Synod, to attend the Presbytery and

ensuing Synod of that bounds, and in case ofdeath or demission, a new election shall

be made within one month of the same ; 'itio, That every elder so chosen shall pro-

duce an extract of his election, under the hand of the session-clerk, before be be re-

ceived on the roll either of Presbytery or Synod.

XIIL

Sess. ult., June 3, 1776.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held in

this place, on Thursday, the 22d day of May, in the year 1777.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 5, May 28, 1776.— Overture anent Persons going to be Licensed and Ordained

without the Bounds of this Church.

(Re-trausmitted.)

Sess. 9, Jtine 1, 1776.

—

Overture anent Licensing Probatiorwrs.*

* An Act on this subject was afterwards passed. See 8th Act, 1782. The overture transmitted is the

same as that on749.—£(/. 18-13.

5h
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1777.

I.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1777

—

The Kimfs Commission to George Earl ofDalhousiepro-
duced, and ordered to be recorded.]

The General Assembly, &c.

11.

Sess. 1, Maij 22, 1777

—

Tlie King's most f/racions Letter to the General Assemhly,
presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1777.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King''s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess, 4, May 26, 1777.— The General Assemblys Address to his Majesty on the pre-

sent situation of Affairs in North America.

May it please j'our Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church of

Scotland, met together in a National Assembly, consider it as our duty, at this in-

teresting juncture, to approach your throne, in order to assure your Majesty that onr

attachment to your person and government, and the zeal of the people under our care

for the constitution and rights of Circat Britain, continue firm and unshaken.

Sensible of our own felicity under the reign of a Prince who has been the faithful

guardian of those laws and liberties which the illustrious House of Hanover was call-

ed to secure and maintain, we observed, with deep concern, the first appearances of a

turbulent and imgovernable spirit among the people of North America. We have

contemplated its alarming progress with astonishment, and beheld fellow-subjects,

who enjoyed in common with us the blessings of your Majesty's mild administration,

take arms in opposition to your just authority, and disclaim the supremacy of the

British legislature, reject with disdain the means of conciliation, generously held out

to them by your Majesty, and labour to erect their unlawful confederacies into in-

dependent states.

With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence, we offer our congratulations

to your Majesty on the success which has attended the fleets and armies, which you

have been constrained to employ, in order to oppose the violence of rebellious sub-

jects, and reclaim them to a sense of their duty. While we trust that your Majesty's

councils will be conducted with wisdom, and your troops continue to act with valour,

we regard it as our immediate duty, in the j)resent situation of public affairs, to in-

crease our diligence in discharging the functions of our sacred office, that we may
not only confirm the people under our care in sentiments of loyaltv to their Sove-

reign, and attachment to the British constitution, but may impress all ranks of men
with a deep sense of their manifold transgressions, and incite them to such reforma-
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tion in their hearts and lives, as will avert from our country those judgments vi^hieli

our iniquities justly deserve.

That the Lord of Hosts, in whose hand is power and might, may go forth with the

fleets and armies of our country; that he who stilleth the tumults of the people, and
ruleth the spirit of man, may, in his good time, turn the hearts of the children unto

their fathers, that the destroying sword may return into his scabbard, and be at rest

;

that the union between Great Britain and her colonies may be speedily re-established,

on terms so just and equitable that both may long rejoice under the government of

your Majesty, as their common parent and benefactor, are the daily and fervent

prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Browx, Moderator.

V.

Sess.^, May 31, 1777.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1777.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 7, May 29, 1777.— Overture and Interim Act concerning Persons going to be

Licensed or Ordained icithout the Bounds of this Church.

(See Act 9th, 1779.)

VIII.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1777.

—

Act anent the Day of Meeting of the Synod of Fife.

There having been a mistake in the 10th Act of the last Assembly, respecting the

day of the meeting of the Synod of Fife, the General Assembly do now ordain, that

the meeting of the said Synod, in the month of October, shall be on the second Tues-

day of that month yearly.

IX.

Sess. nil., .June 2, 1777.

—

Renetcal of the Appointment of Assembly, 17G.3, respecting

CoHrttions.

The General Assembly did agree to renew an appointment of the Assembly, 1763,

respecting collections made by act or recommendation of Assembly, and that the

same should be inserted with the printed Acts of this Assembly; and, accordingly^
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the General Assembly do now appoint, that, in all future collections made by such

act and recommendation, the brethren or Presbyteries, when they remit the money

collected, in obedience thereto, to the person or persons named in the Act for re-

ceiving the same, shall transmit, at the same time, an exact account of the several

sums of money so remitted to the clerks of Assembly, who shall keep a book for en-

rolling the said remittances, that the Cliurch may have thereby an opportunity of

knowing the just amount of the several collections made in obedience to Acts of As-

semblies.

X.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1777.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held within

the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 21st day of May, in the

year 1778.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, CU. Eccl. Scot.

XI.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1777.

—

Overture anent Licensing Probationers.

(See Act 8th, 1782.)

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1778.

I.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1778 The Kinys Commission to George Earl of Dalhousie pro-

duced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. I, Mag 21, 177&.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, vye greet you well. The proofs which we have
so constantly received of the duty, loyalty, and affection, of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, and of their invariable attention to the very important objects
cominiited lo their care, give us the greatest pleasure. We have the strongest reliance
on your endeavours to promote, with a truly Christian zeal, the cause of religion and
virtue, and to discountenance every practice which n;ay have a tendency to impiety and
immorality. You may rely upon our ready concurrence with you in every thing that
may advance these laudable purposes, so essential to the welfare ofour people, and in our
resolution to support the Church of Scotland in all its rights, as by law established.
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We need not recommend the avoiding; of all contention and unedifyinp; debates to

those who have no other object in their view than that of suppressing licentiousness,

immorality, and vice; and who are actuated purely by that zeal which tends to the

advancement of true religion, and the general jieace and happiness ot society.

We have again appointed our right trusty and right well-beloved cousui, George

F.arl of Dalhousie, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, being well satisfied

of his loyalty, integrity, and zeal for our service, and of his particular affection to the

Church of Scotland ; and we are persuaded that our choice of him will be agreeable

\Ve have the fullest reliance, from long experience, that charity, brotherly love,

and unanimity, will prevail in all your proceedings in the business before yoa, and

that you will "bring this meeting to a happy conclusion. And so we bid you heartily

farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 12th day of May 1778, in the 18th year of

By his Majesty's Command,
Suffolk.

III.

Ses8. 3, May 23, 1778.— The General Assembly's Answer to the Kin/j's mnst gracious

Letter,

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious letter was received and read with all the respect and

gratitude due to so condescending a mark of royal favour.

Your Majesty's approbation of the duty, loyalty, and'affection, of the General As-

semblies of this Church, gives us the greatest satisfaction, and cannot but animate us

with such zeal to give invariable attention to the important objects committed to our

care, as may recommend us to the continuance of your Majesty's fxvourable regard.

The manner in which your Majesty is pleased to express your reliance on our en-

deavours to promote the cause of religion and virtue, and to discountenance every

practice which may have a tendency to impiety and immorality, whilst it clearly

points out to us the great objects of our attention, powerfully excites us to use our

most vigorous efforts in advancing those valuable purposes; and the assurances your

Majesty is pleased to give of your countenance to our endeavours, affords us the most

agreeable prospect of success.

The gracious declaration of your Majesty's resolution to support the Church of

Scotland in all her rights, as by law established, we receive with the greatest thank-

fulness, and rest in it with the most entire satisfaction and security.

It shall be our study to keep invariably in view the important ends of our meeting;

and, agreeably to your Majesty's recommendation, to avoid contention and unedify-

ing debates, fully sensible that they are inconsistent with the spirit of true religion,

and destructive of the welfare of society.

Your Majesty's royal donation for propagating religion in the Highlands and
Islands of Scotland, we receive with all thankfulness, and we will be careful to apply

it to the pious purpose for which it is bestowed.

The choice which your Majesty has been pleased to make of the Earl of Dal-

housie to represent your royal person in this Assembly, we regard as an additional

instance of your Majesty's favour. The approved fidelity and ability of that noble

Lord, his affection to the Chnrcii of Scotland, and the happy experience of a former

Assembly, render your Majesty's nomination of him most acceptable to us.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus (Christ, may long preserve your
Majesty, direct your councils, and prosper your administration ;—that he may bestow
his choicest blessings on your Royal Consort the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and
all the Royal Family ;—that there never may be wanting one of your royal house
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to sway the British sceptre ;—and that, after a lonn; and happy reign over a free

people, your Majesty may receive an unfading and eternal crown of righteousness, are

the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Pat. Grant, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1778 The General Assemhhfs Address to his Majesty, on the

present situation of Affairs,

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most faithful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church

of Scotland, met in National Assembly, consider it as our duty, at this season of pub-

lic danger and alarm, to approach your throne, with the warmest declarations of our

continued and inviolable attachment to your Majesty's person and government.

While we view, with no less astonishment than concern, an unnatural and unpro-

voked rebellion still subsisting in North America, we must, at the same time, applaud

that lenity which hath prompted your Majesty, as the father of your people, to hold

out terms of conciliation to those deluded men, who have withdrawn their allegiance

from a government under which they had attained the highest jirosperity. We be-

hold witb satisfaction the measures which are taken, both for internal security, and

for the support of the national honour, against the insult of every hostile power ; and

have the pleasure to assure your Majesty, that in no part of your dominions have ex-

ertions been made for that purpose witli greater unanimity and ardoin-, than among
the people under our care. We entertain the firmest hopes, under the blessing of

Almighty God, that by a proper nii.xture of vigour and courage, with wisdom and

mercy in the public councils, your Majesty will continue to render the British

name everywhere respectable and great. We can assure your Majesty, that to the

ministers, the elders, and every member of this Church, nothing will give more joy

that to behold all the subjects of your wide extended empire happy under sub-

jection of that free and legal government to which we are indebted for the most

valuable blessings.

That, for this end, your Majesty's councils may be ever inspired with wisdom from

above, and vour arms may be crowned with victory ;—that He who turneth wars

into peace iii all the ends of the earth, may so rule in the hearts of men, that the

present unhappy contest in which this kingdom is engaged may speedily terminate

in a peace, which shall be ec[uitable, lasting, and consistent with the honour

and true interests of Great Britain ;—and that your Majesty may long reign the

happy Sovereign of a happy people, are the sincere and earnest prayers of.

May it please your ]\Iajesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Pat. Grant, Moderator.
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Sess. 9, Afai/ ol, 1778.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for liefor-

mution of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal Bounty
for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May .31, 1778.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General As?emblv, &c.

vir.

Sess. 8, May 29, 1778.

—

Overture and Interim Act concerning Persons going to he

Licensed or Ordained without tlif Bounds of this Church.

(See Act 9th, 1771).)

VIIT.

May 29, 1778.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.'

IX.

Sess. 8, May 29, 1778.

—

Overture anent Licensing Probationers.

(Re-transmitled.)

X.

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May,
in the year 1779.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George VVishart,|
^/^_ j,^^j ^^^^_

J DUN UrYSDALE, J

' See 1784, when this overture appeared in an amended form. It was regularly transmitted till 1791,

after which there is no further notice of it.

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1779.

1.

Seas. \, May 20, 1779.— The Kings Commission to George Earl of Dalhousie pro-
duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. \, May 20, 1779.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

Georgi;, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1779.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1779.— The General Assembly's Address to his Majesty, on the Birth

of another Prince, and on the present situation of Affairs.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most faithful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church
of Scotland, met in National Assembly, beg leave to approach your throne with our

respectful congratulations upon the birth of another Prince. While we rejoice in

every event which augments the domestic felicity of a Sovereign endeared to his

people by his amiable virtues, we regard the increase of your Majesty's family as an
additional secnritv to our religion and liberties ; and we number, with much satisfac-

tion and thankfulness, the princes born in the royal family, as raised up, by the Divine

Providence, to afford j'our subjects the happy prospect of enjoying, through a course

of ages, under the protection of your Majesty's descendants, that full exercise of the

Protestant religion, and those civil immunities which the illustrious House of Hanover
was called to maintain, and of which your Majesty has been the faithful guardian.

In this season of national exertion and public alarm, we consider it as our duly to

express an inviolable attachment to your Majesty's person and government. And we
are happy in being able to assure your Majesty, that the same sentiments of duty

and aifection which we entertain, prevail amongst the people committed to our care.

That loyalty which prompted the exertions lately made in this part of your Majesty's

dominions, for internal security and the support of the national honour, remains un-

shaken. The open assistance given by the natural rivals and enemies of Great Bri-

tain to the rebellious colonies in North America, has united all ranks of men in zeal

for the common cause. They rejoice in tlie success which attends your Majesty's

arms in different quarters of the world. They confide in the wisdom and vigour of

your Miijesty's councils ; and they look forward, trusting in the Almighty, with the

solicitude of good citizens, to a happy termination of the present commotions.
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It shall be our constant study to cherish these sentiments of loyahy in the breasts
of our people, and to approve ourselves the dutiful servants of the Prince of Peace
by inspiring those over whom we have influence with the warmest sense of the secu-
rity and felicity which they enjoy under your Majesty's mild, legal, and paternal
administration.

That the Lord God of Hosts may go forth with your Majesty's fleets and armies
and crown them with victory ; that he may defeat the designs of our enemies ; that
he may open the eyes of our deluded fellow-subjects ; that the authority of law, and
the blessings of liberty, may be speedily felt and acknowledged throughout all the
parts of this extended empire ; and that your Majesty may long reign the Sovereign
of a free, a happy, and united people, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your JMajesty's most faithful, most obedient,
and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Gillespie, Moderator.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1779.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for Re-
formation of the Hiyhlaiids and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Royal
Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1779.— Cojnmission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—The Commission of this year contains the following

additional instructions, viz. :—And the Assembly further did, and hereby do, appoint
the (Commission to watch over any steps which may hereafter be taken for removing
or weakening our legal securities against Poperj'. And that they may be able more
effectually to attend to this object, the Assembly hereby authbrise and appoint the

Moderator of the Commission to call meetings pro re nata, as often as he shall be re-

quired so to do by any ten members of the Commission.

VII.

Sess. 5, May 25, 1779

—

Act and Resolution of the General Assembly anent Popery.

The General Assembly proceeded, agreeably to the resolution of yesterdav, to take

under their serious consideration' tlie overtures transmitted, by the Committee for Over-
tures, to this Assembly, concerning Popery. The several overtures were read over,

and, after long reasoning on this affair, the General Assembly, agreeably to a motion
made in the course of their reasonings, unanimously came to the following resolution :

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, having taken into their serious

consideration the public alarm excited in this part of the United Kingdom, from the

apprehension of an intention to repeal the laws enacted to prevent the growth of

Popery, think it their duty to make this public declaration of their sentiments, on a

subject in which the interests of rehgion and of their country are so deeply concerned.

While they express their gratitude to Providence for the iuvahiable privileges enjoyed

by this National Church, and the security afforded to the Protestant religion by esta-

blished laws, they declare their firm attachment to the princij)les of civil and religious

liberty, and their earnest desire that universal toleration and liberty of conscience

may be extended to Protestants of every denomination. But they think it their duty

also to declare their firm persuasion, that a repeal of the penal laws now in force

5 I
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against Papists would be highly inexpedient, dangerous, and prejudicial to the best

interests of religion and civil society in this p^rt of the United Kingdom. Entertain-

ing these sentiments, it is with much satisfaction they have received assurances from

the highest authority, that the bill intended for repealing the laws for preventing the

growth of Popery in Scotland is laid aside ; and they confide in the wisdom of the

legislature, that it will not in future be resumed. They likewise think it their duty,

on this occasion, to express their strongest disapprobation of those lawless mobs,

which have so lately disgraced the good cause which, in the blindness of popular zeal,

they were meant to sei^ve ; and earnestly recommend it to the people under their

care to show the influence of their religion, by a quiet and charitable spirit, approv-

ing themselves worthy of their civil and religious liberties, by a peaceable and moderate

behaviour. The General Assembly further judge it expedient and necessary to give

particular instructions to their Commission on this subject ; and they did, and hereby

do, appoint the Commission to watch over any steps which may hereafter be taken

for removing or weakening our legal securities against Popery. And, that they may
be able more cffectuallv to attend to this object, the Assembly hereby authorise and

appoint the moderator of the Commission to call meetings, pro re nata, as often as he

shall be required so to do by any ten members of the Commission. The General

Assembly do further resolve to exert their most effectual endeavours, in order to pro-

vide for the better instruction of the people in those corners of the Church where

Popery chiefly abounds, by increasing the number of stated pastors among them.

vni.

Sess. 7, May 27, 1779.

—

Regulations respecting the Chapel of Ease in Dunfermline.

1. The General Assembly allow and authorise the petitioners to employ any li-

centiate or minister of the Church of Scotland to officiate occasionally in the

meeting-house now to be used as a Chapel of Ease, until a stated minister be

appointed ; it being always understood, that, previous to their employing any mini-

ster or probationer, they shall lodge a list of the names of such persons as they

intend to employ, before they preach in the chapel ; and every probationer shall

lodge his licence and other certificates in the hands of the moderator of the Presby-

tery before preaching in the chapel.

2. The petitioners shall proceed to the election of a stated minister on or before

the first of May next.

3. When the petitioners resolve to proceed to an election, they shall intimate their

resolution to the Presbytery of Uunfermline, requesting them to appoint one of their

number to preside at that election ; and the Presbytery is hereby enjoined to com-

ply with that request within a fortnight at farthest after it is made. If the Presby-

tery make no appointment within the time limited, or if the person nominated l)y

the Presbytery does not attend, the petitioners are authorised to proceed to the

election by themselves.

4. If the })erson elected shall be a probationer, the Presbjiery is appointed to

proceed to oixlain him to tlie office of a minister according to the rules of the Church.

If the person elected shall be an ordained minister of the Church of Scotland, it

shall be competent for any of the ministers of the parish to preach along with the

person elected, and introduce him to the Chapel of Ease ; or if they shall decline

that service, when application is made to them, this shall be competent for any other

minister of the Presbytery.

5. It shall not be competent for the petitioners to elect any minister or proba-

tioner to be minister of the Chapel of Ease, but one entirely of the principles of

the Church of Scotland, with regard to worship, doctrine, discipline, and govern-

ment, and who shall subscribe the Standards and Formula enjoined by the Church :

it being also understood and provided, that the j)etitioners and others, who shall

form the congregation that meets in the Chapel of Ease, shall remain subject to the

jurisdiction of the Church of Scotland, and her different judicatories.
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6. That collections shall be made rci!;ulaily at the doors of the chapel, and the
sums arising therefrom shall be applied as part of the common fund for the main-
tenance of the poor of the parish.

7. That before the Presbytery ordain a probationer, or introduce a minister to

the said chapel, the petitioners shall lay before the Presbytery a security which ap-
pears to the Presbytery sufficient, for a sum not less than fifty pounds sterlin"-, as

his yearly stipend, so long as he shall continue to officiate in that cono-resation ; and
if the Presbytery entertain any doubt concerning the validity of the security which
is offered, the same shall be transmitted to the Procurator of the Church for his opi-

nion ; and the Presbytery is appointed to proceed according to that opinion.

IX.

Sess. 8, Mai/ 28, 1779.

—

Acl concerning Ptnons going to he Licensed and Ordained
without the Bounds of this Church.

The General Assembly, upon the report of their Committee for Overtures, finding

that a considerable majority of the Presbyteries of this Church have now agreed to

an overture anent persons going to be licensed and ordained without the bounds of

this Church, did thereupon agree, without a vote, to turn the said overture into a

standing act ; and accordingly the General Assembly did, and hereby do, enact and
prohibit all persons, educated or residing within the bounds of this Church, from
going out of its bounds to obtain licences to preach; and prohibit all preachers li-

censed by this Church from going without its bounds to obtain ordination, unless

they are called to a particular congregation in another country ; and enact that li-

cences obtained in that manner shall not be received, or have any effect in this

Church ; and such preachers as contravene this act shall forfeit the licence formerly

given them, and be no longer entitled to the privileges which belong to a preacher
of the Gospel in this Church.

X.

Sess. 8, May 28, 1779.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

XI.

Sess. 8, May 28, 1779.— Overttire anent Licensing Probationers.

(Re-lransmitted.)

XII.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1779.— Order respecting the Acts ofAssembly, and transmitting

the same to Synods, Presbyteries, and Universities.

The General Assembly, upon considering the petition for James Dickson, printer

for the Church, with the report of the committee thereupon, resolved, that, in place

of taking one hundred copies of the printed Acts of Assembly from the printer an-

nually, that they should, for the future, take two hundred copies annually; viz., one

for the moderator, and one for the clerk of each Presbytery ; and that a copy for

each Synod and University should also be delivered annually, and a copy delivered to

the Keeper of the Advocates' Library, for the use of the Faculty of Advocates: And
to ])revcnt expense to the fund in time coming, it is hereby ordered, that the Acts

shall, for the future, be left at the Society Hall, and Presbyteries, Synods, and Uni-

versities, are desired to send for their copies on or before the first day of December
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annually ; certifying, if they do not send for their copies on or before that day,

they will be sent by post at their expense: And further, when they do send for their

copies, they shall send a receipt therefor, that the clerks of Assembly may have evi-

dence of their being delivered.

XIII.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1779.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 25th day of May, in

the year 1780.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, 1 /-r, r- ; c. ^
T T^ t CI. Led. boot.
John Drysdale, J

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 25, 1780.

I.

Sess. 1, May 25, 1780.— TTie Kiny's Commission to George Earl of Dalhousie pro-
duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 25, 1780.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1180.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, June 3, 1780.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
Reformation of the Highlands and Islands, and for Managing his Majesty's Roval
Bounty for that end.

J v u

The General Assembly, &c.
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Sess. 9, June 3, 1780.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—(The latter part of the additional instructions of

177y are this year omitted.

—

Ed. 1843.)

VI.

Sess. 9, Ju7ie 3, 1780 Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

VII.

Sess. 9, June 3, 1780.— Overture anent Licensing Probationers,

(Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. ult., June 5, 1780.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held with-

in the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 24th day of May, in the

year 1781.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart, 1 /-,, t^ , c ^
r T\ y CI. EccL Scot.John Drysdale, /

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 24, 1781.

Sess. I, May 24, 1781.— The King's Commission to George Earl of Dalhousie pro-

duced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 24, 1781.— TAe King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.
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III.

Sess. 3, Mat/ 26, 1781.— The General Assembli/i Answer to the Kind's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess, 3, 3Iai/ 26, 1781.

—

The General Assembly s Address to his Majesti/ on the Birth of
another Prince, and on the present situation of Public Affairs.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders met in

the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, humbly beg leave to approach

your throne, to express our firm attachment to your person and government, and to

assure you that the sentiments which vre entertain are the sentiments of the people

committed by Providence to our charge. i

With the most lively joy and heartfelt satisfaction we have beheld the increase of

your jNlajesty's family in your royal offspring ; an event which, while it contributes to

vour Majesty's domestic felicity, must, on that account, give pleasure to all your loyal

subjects ; but which, in a particular manner, must be felt as of the utmost national

importance, by encouraging us to hope for a long continuance of those civil and reli-

gious blessings which, as British subjects and Protestants, we have hitherto enjoyed

under the government of your lllustriovis House. i

The tumultuous outrages which, under the mask of religious zeal, have disturbed

the peace of your Majesty's subjects, filled us with the deepest concern ; and we
heard with abhorrence the name of our holy faith prostituted to encourage acts of

violence, which were adverse to its principles, and forbidden by the precepts of our

blessed Redeemer.
While your Majesty was engaged in a necessary, though expensive war, against the

ancient enemies of these realms, and against your own rebellious subjects, in supjiort

of the honour, dignity, and just prerogatives of your crown, we have seen with indig-

nation your ancient allies, who ought to have been united to your JNlajesty, by the

closest ties of religion, civil interest, and gratitude, not only refusing to supply your

Majesty with such succours as by treaty they were bound to give, but even affording

their assistance to your enemies, to enable them the more effectually to pursue hostile

measures against your Majesty. We rejoice in the success which it hath already

jileased the Almighty to bestow upon your arms, in chastising their perfidy. VVe

indulge the hope that this success may be a mean of opening their eyes, and of renew-

ing the friendship which, to the mutual advantage of both nations, so long subsisted

between Great Britain and the States of Holland. And we confide in the wisdom of

your Majesty's councils, under the Divine Providence, for bringing the present bloody

and destructive war to a happy issue.

In the meantime, we consider it to be our peculiar duty, at this juncture, to cherish

the loyalty and affection to your Majesty, and the zeal for the success of your arms,

which prevails among all ranks in this part of your dominions ; and to impress those i

over whom we have influence with a due sense of the blessings they enjoy under f

3'our Majesty's government, and of those duties of charity and brotherly love which

they owe to each other, and to their fellow Christians.

That the Lord of Hosts may go forth with your fleets and armies ; that he may
crown vour arms with victory ; and that your Majesty may long reign over a free,

happy, and united people, is the sincere and ardent prayer of,
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May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,
and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders, met in this National
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, iiy

Will. Dalrymple, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, June 2, 1781.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, June 2, 1781.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for dis-
cussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—(The additional instructions of 1779 are this year
altogether omitted.

—

Ed. 1843.)

VII.

Sess. 8, June 1, 1781.

—

Interim Act anent Licensing Probationers.

The General Assembly, in consequence of an overture from the Synod of Merse
and Teviotdale, having taken into their serious consideration the dangerous conse-
quences that would arise to this Church if Presbyteries were allowed to receive on
trials young men who have never studied divinity at an university, did, and hereby
do, strictly prohibit all Presbyteries from following such a practice ; and ordain that

this prohibition shall have the force of a law till next General AssembI}'.

VIII.

Sess. 8, June 1, 1781.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

•

IX.

Sess. 8, June 1, 1781.— Overture anent Licensing Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

The following is part of an Overture from the Sjnod of Perth and Stirling considered by the Assembly
of this year. It is appended to the Acts of 1 782 in the original edition, haviog been omitted iu the printed

Acts of \1%\.—Ed. 1843.

Whereas the recei\ iug extrajudicial papers iuto the proceedings of superior judicatories, and founding

decisions upon them, is highly irregular, injurious to the rights of inferior courts, and of dangerous conse-

quences to the interests of individuals, and particularly the admitting private letters of non-residing heri-

tors and others, never before the inferior judicatory, and sustaining the same, in place of a call regularly

authenticated, is directly contrary to the rules of this Church, confirmed by immemorial practi-^e, of fatal

tendency to the interests of religion, and derogatory to the authority of Presbyteries, who have, in the first

instance, the only right of judging in the settlement of vacant parishes For remedying and preventing

these abuses, the Synod of Perth and Stirling humbly overture to the General Assembly, that, .in confor-

mity to the fundamental constitution of this Church, they will be pleased to resolve and enjoin that no
papers or evidence whatever, not offered to the inferior court, shall be received at discussing any appeal or

complaint; but that, when any new matter or evidence occurs which the parties judge of importance, the

cause shall be remitted to the inferior court. The Assembly finding this part of the overture unnecessary,

as what it proposes is already sufficiently secured by the standing rules of the Church, agreed to disndsg

it ; and did, and hereby do, dismiss it accordingly.
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X.

Sess. ult, June 4, 1781.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 23d day of May, in the

year 1782.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wishart. 1 /^, ^ / c. ^
•

T ^^ ') LI. JLCCl. OCOf.
John Drysdale, J

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 23, 1782.

I.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1782.

—

The Kinys Commission to George Earl of Dalhousie

produced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1782.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner..

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 1, May 23, 1782.

—

Tlie General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter,

May it please your IMajesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. \, May 23, 1782.— The General Assembly's Address to his Majesty on the

present situation of Public Affairs.*

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in National Assembly, beg leave to embrace this first op-

portunity of approaching the throne, with oin- respectful congratulations upon the

success with which it hath pleased Almighty God to crown your Majesty's arms.

Convinced that we owe our existence and protection, as a National Church, to the

stability of that government under which we live, we take a warm Interest in the train

of striking events which, in the course of Divine Providence, we have been called to

• The following notice respecting this address appears in the Abridgment of the Assembly's Proceedings

of 1 782 :
—" The draught of an address to his Majesty, on the present state of public affairs, n hich had been

approven of by the committee appointed to prepare it, was produced and read. Another draught, which

had not been agreed to by said committee, but being read by a member in his place, and transmitted alm-

pUciler by the Committee for Overtures, was also produced and read. And the question being pat, wliicb

of these should be adopted, it carried that which hr.d been approven of by the committee ; against whicb

several members dissented."

—

Ed. 1843.
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"behold ; and it is our constant study to cherish and diffuse sentiments of loyalty

amongst the people with whom we are connected. With the heartfelt satisfaction

natural to subjects of a free state, we have heard of the important advantages lately

gained by your Majesty's arms in Europe, in Asia, and in America. We admire the

gallantry and good conduct displayed by the commanders employed in your Ma-
jesty's service, both at home and abroad, by which the designs of your combined
enemies against some of aur most valuable settlements have been in a great measure

defeated. Relying upon the wisdom and vigour of your Majesty's councils, we look

forward with the most pleasing hopes to the salutary consequences of the glorious

victory obtained in the West Indies ; and we lift our souls in devout and thankful

acknowledgments to the Lord of Hosts.

That the blessing of heaven may continue to attend your Majesty's councils ; that

jour enemies, feeling in every quarter of the globe the force of the British arms, may
be disposed to listen to reasonable terms of accommodation ; that lie who rulcth in

the kingdoms of men, who gives to the sword its charge, and who alone can com-
mand it to return to its scabbard, may enable your Majesty speedily to accomplish

the paternal wish of your royal breast, by restoring to your people the blessings of

an honourable and lasting peace ;' that you may long sway the sceptre over a united,

grateful, and happy people ; and that the Crown may descend with undiminished,

splendour, through your illustrious family, to the latest generations, are the daily and;

earnest prayers ofj

May it please your Majesty, youi: Majesty's most faithfrj, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Slinisters and Elders met in this Natioijal

Assembly of the Chiu-ch of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our -appointment, by
Jos. jNt'CoRMiCK, Moderator,^

Sess. {>, June 1, 1782.—^ Conum's^'m to same Ministers and Ruling Eld^ers for the R f
malion of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Martaghw his Majesttj's
Royal Bounty for that end. ,

^ J y

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint the Re T)
Jbeeph M'Cormick, minister of the Gospel at Prestonpans, theh Moderator all the
ministers who are members of the Presbytery of Edinburgh &c. ; to be a committee of
tlMS Assembly for the reformation of the Highlands and islands of Scotland for pro
inotmg the knowledge of true religion, suppressing Popery^ and profaneness and for
Tuanagmgthe royal bounty for these ends, according to, and in terms of, his Majesty's
grant to this Assembly. In prosecution of which purposes, the committee are to ap
point preachers and catechists to gc to such places as they shall find upon due in
formation, to be the most proper, according to his Majesty's design, expressed in his
;warrant

;
and, in so doing, that thej^ have particular regard to such parishes in South

Uist,- Small isles, Glencoe, Hams, t.he countries of Moidart, Gleno-arry and Loch-
iiber,-and the other parishes of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle v4x\ch the cmn^
mittee shall find, by reason of the va^a extent, by the prevalency of I'opery and ic-
ncH-ance, and other unhappy circumstances, to be in the greatest distress! And tl
shall take care that the persons thev emulov be cptuPipA ^^A f„„„A .!

'
_ i f^7

Sucli preachers and catechists being hereby appointed to 'be subject to and und*

"

the inspection of, the Presbyteries of the bounds, to which they are sent' who are ^
take care that the orders of the committee be duly observed by them'. And tlpreachers are also appointed to catechise, and both they and th? catechists to inst
the people from house to house, and to visit the sick ; and, in all their labour am™*^r^
the people, to be careful to teach them the principles and duties of the true Clirist^"°

5 k
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Protestant religion, and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to our
Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws. And the committee are em-
powered to give them such instructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they shall

judge meet; which instructions the preachers and catechists are hereby ordered to

obey. The General Assembly do further appoint the said committee to have' a par-

ticular regard, in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by the committee
of the Assembly for managing the royal bounty, on the 30th of September 1730, ap-
proven by frequent Assemblies; and to take care that Presbyteries, and others

concerned, observe the same, which they are hereby ordered to do ;
particularly,

the Assembly ordains the several Presbyteries to insert in their registers the com-
mittee's appointments of their designations, salaries, and stations of the several mis-
sionaries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they shall write about
the said missionaries, and in giving of certificates to them ; and to direct all their

letters, concerning missionaries in their bounds, only to the moderator of the com-
mittee ; which letters shall be signed, at the appointment of the Presbytery, by the

moderator or clerk thereof: And the Assembly does discharge any payment to be
made of the salaries of the missionaries, except upon receipts from the missionaries

themselves, and upon certificates from the Presbyterties, bearing that they have
served for the time mentioned in the receipts. And that every catechist who re-

ceives a salary from the royal bounty, on condition that the parishioners or gentle-

men of the district shall pay a certain sum in aid of such salary, shall insert, in the

body of his receipt to the cashier, a declaration that he has received the particular sum
specified; and that the attestation of the Presbytery shall, in like manner, bear that the

catechist has received the stipulated sum which the committee make the condition of his

appointment ; it being understood by this resolution, that the several stations, with re-

gard to which such conditions were originally made by the committee, when no such
declaration of the catechist, or attestation of the Presbytery, as is now proposed, is

received by the cashier, shall be afterwards suppressed by the committee, though the

catechist shall, notwithstanding, receive the salary for the time he is certified to have
performed his duty. That a journal of the itinerant's labours in the ministry of the

mission committed to him be written on the back of the Presbytery's certificate, and
signed by him, as the ground on which the Presbytery have granted him said certi-

ficate. The General Assembly do also empower the said committee to apply, for

the pui-poses above mentioned, what may remain of the last year's royal bounty not dis-

posed of, by reason of any of the missionaries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon
them ; and that they are to keep a register of their proceedings, and likewise distinct

books of accounts how the foresaid money is disposed, which shall be patent to any
concerned who please to inspect the same. Of the persons above named as members
of this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are to be ministers;

but it is hereby appointed, that at the quarterly meeting of the committee, in which
the scheme or establishment of missionaries for the ensuing year is to be approved

and determined, not less than fourteen shall be the quorum, whereof nine shall be mi-

iiisters; and the said committee are appointed to have their
,
general meetings at

Edinburgh, the first lawful day after the adjournment of each of the four stated diets

of the Commission of the General Assembly, within the Assembly Aisle, at ten

o'clock forenoon, except, that day shall fall to be Saturday, and then the meeting
shall be upon Monday next thereafter, at the said hour ; with power to the said com-
mittee to adjourn themselves to siioh times and places as they shall find most needful

and convenient : And they are to keep a correspondence with the Commission of the

General Assembly, and the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and their

committee of directors, and to take their advice and assistance ; and also to coiTespond

with the Synods and Presbyteries concerned. They are likewise instructed and
empowered, as ihey shall see cause, to apply to the government, or any magistrate,

fur assistance and support in carrying on the design of the commission now given to

them. And the General Assembly do appoint Mr William Robertson, Advocate,

Procurator for the Church, and receiver of the foresaid royal bounty, to pay out the

same as he shall be directed and ordered by the foresaid committee, and according to

their rules. And the said committee are appointed to examine the accounts of the
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distribution of the royal bounty, and lay the same before the Lords Commissioners
of his Majesty's Treasury, or "the Barons of his Majesty's Court of Exchequer, and
to report their diligence to the General Assembly, to whom they are to be account-

able. And it is agreed, that no person once employed and inserted in the scheme
shall be struck out thereof for that year, but by the quorum of at least fourteen,

whereof nine to be ministers ;
and in case any complaint shall be made against any

of them on the scheme, it shall not be determined the first ordinary meeting that the

same is offered, but it shall lie on the table till another meeting ; and, in the mean-
time, the person complained of, and the Presbytery of the bounds wherein he officiates,

shall be acquainted of such complaint, and those concerned be required to send to

the said committee a just account of the matter against the nest meeting. And it is

further appointed, that after the yearly scheme of missionaries on the royal bounty is

settled, in manner above directed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Presby-

teries concerned, such Presbyteries shall send up to the said committee their answer

to these letters at farthest with their commissioners to the General Assembly, if the

same be not done sooner : and that the committee, at their first meeting after the

General Assembly, shall endeavour to complete the next year's scheme themselves

;

and if they cannot complete it, they shall name a sub-committee of their number for

that purpose, who are to lay their draught thereof before a subsequent meeting, which
is appointed to meet as soon after the rising of the Assembly as possible. And em-
powered the committee, at their first meeting, to reject any petition for a new station,

in case they shall find sufficient objections against it ; and that the said committee, in

making up the scheme of missionaries, &c., do not exceed the sum in the grant

Sess. ulL, June 3, 1782.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 7, May 30, 1782.

—

Act Declaratory concerning Moderation of Calls.

Upon a motion. That the resolution of Assembly respecting the moderation of calls

should, for the satisfaction of all concerned, be convened into a declaratory Act, and
printed amongst the Acts of Assembly, the General Assembly agreed thereto, with-
< ut a vote; and in terms of said resolution, did, and hereby do, declare, that the

moderation of a call, in the settlement of ministers, is agreeable to the immemorial
and constitutional practice of this Church, and ought to be continued. *

VIII.

Sess. 7, May 30, 1782.—Act respecting tlie Licensing of Probationers.

The General Assembly, having taken into their serious consideration the danger
that ariseth to this Church, and to the souls of people, by licensing any to preach the

Gospel who are not duly qualified, according to the rules laid down in the Holy
Scriptures ; and considering that the several Acts made by former Assemblies

on this' subject lie so scattered, in many separate articles, at great distances

from one another, that the directions therein given were in danger of being

overlooked by Presbyteries, did collect what appeared to them most material in

former Acts, and transmit the same, in form of an overture, to Presbyteries ; and now
finding, by report from their Committee for Overtures, that a majority of Presbyteries

• The other motion made on this occasion, and which was lost, was to the following effect :•
—" That the

Assembly declare that the moderation of a call is agreeable to the immemorial practice of this Church ;

but not having sufficient evidence laid before them that any Presbyteries have departed so far from esta-

blished usage, as to lay aside the moderation of a call in the settlement of a minister,- dismiss these over-

tures as at this time unnecessary."

—

Ed. 1843.
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have agreed to turn the same into a standing law of the Church, .the General Assem-
bly, after reasoning, resolved, by a very great majority, to turn the said overture into

a standing law of the Church, and accordingly did, and hereby do, enact and ordain,

that the following regulations shall be strictly observed in all time coming :

—

hno, That no Presbytery admit any person to probationary trials but such as are

found to be of good report, of sufficient learning, of sound principles, ofa pious, sober,

grave, and prudent behavio\ir, and of a peaceable disposition, and well affected to

the government in Church and State, antl of whom they have sufficient ground to

• conceive that they shall be useful and edifying in the Church, and that careful in-

quiry be made thereanent ; and that, without respect of persons, such as are esteemed

to be light and vain in their behaviour, proud, worldly-minded, or unacquainted with

the power of practical godliness, be kept back from that sacred work.

2do, That none be admitted to trials in order to be licensed, but such as have

produced to the Professor of Divinity, at the time of their being enrolled, either a

diploma of Master of Arts, or a certificate, bearing that they have gone through a full

course of philosophy at the College, and who have either given close attendance on
the Divinity Hall for the space of four years, from the time of their names being en-

tered upon the roll of the Presbytery as students of divinity ; or, if their circumstances

, did not permit them to give close attendance on the Hall, have continued to prosecute

the study of divinity for six years, and have in that time delivered the usual number
r)pl']discourses. Provided also, that at the time of their being admitted to trials they

,,9i;e|wcnty-one years of age complete.

'3tio, The General Assembly, considering the reproach that may be brought on

:
religion in general, and particularly on this Church, by the unworthy behaviour of

. such as follow the study of divinity, do earnestly recommend to the Presbyteries,

Professors of Divinity, and ministers and members of this Church, to keep a
watchful eye on such students during the terms above specified. And further,

that when any student comes to atteml the Professor of Divinity in any university,

he shall produce to the professor, and to the minister of the parish where he is to re-

side during the time of his attendance on the profession, a testimonial from the minister

of the parish from whence he comes ; and when he leaves the profession, he shall carry

back testimonials, from the minister of the parish, of his grave and suitable behaviour

becoming his character; and from the professor, testimonials certifying the same,

and also his regular attendance on the diets of the profession, and the time he has

.attended. And when any Prot(.ssor of Divinity shall think fit to recommend a stu-

dent, in order to pn-obationary trials, his testimonials shall certify his proficiency in

,\ns studies and his moi-al character.

4to, The General Assembly do appoint and ordain, that no Presbytery admit any
student to probationary tiials, except such as have resided within their bounds for

the spare of six months, or do produce to them sufficient testimonials from the Pres-

ibyteries ia whose bounds they have lived, or for the most part resided, expressing

that it is the desire of these Presbyteries that these students should be entered upon
trials. And such students as come from abroad shall produce satisfying testimonials

from the professors under whom they studied ; and the time of their being abroad

shall be accounted a part of the six years ; but none of these students shall be en-

tered upon trials for the space of half a year after they come to Scotland.

5'o, When any student is proposed to a Presbytery, in order to be taken on trials,

the proposal shall lie on the table till the next ordinary meeting, before they give

judgment therein, that diligent inquiry may be made, and information had, concern-

ing the said student's qualifications and behaviour ; and the Presbytery shall be alone

when the proposal is made and judged on. And the General Assembly enjoins all

students to take all opportunities of cultivating an acquaintance with the ministers of

the I'lesbytery where they reside, and where they arc to pass trials.

6to, W.ljen the Presbytery, after serious inquiry and mature deliberation, shall

agree to take the proposed candidate on trials, they shall examine him strictly and
privatcl}', in order to enable them to judge whether lie possesses the piety, knowledge,
abilities, and other qualifications necessary for a preacher of the Gospel.

lino, The General Assembly appoints the same method to be observed, and trials
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to be taken in all the above particulars, before any Presbytery recommend a student

to pass trials in another Presbytery.

8vo, The General Assembly do also appoint and ordain, that the terms above spe-

cified being expired, and testimonials produced, and previous trials taken, in manner
-above directed, the Presbytery, before they prescribe any part of public trials, shall

write letters to all the Presbyteries within the bounds of the Synod, acquainting them
with their design, two months at least before sitting of the Synod ; and at the next

meeting of the Synod they shall also acquaint the Synod thereof, and obtain their

special judgment and advice in that particular. And, that the members of the said

Presbytery and Synod may be ripely advised thereanent, the General Assembly ap-

points the said letters to be duly and carefully transmitted to the several Presbyteries,

and that intimation thereof be publicly made at the first diet of the Synod, to lie on
the table till the second, or some subsequent diet, and then particular inquiry be

made whether any person liave anything to object against the student's being entered

on trials for preaching the Gospel. Provided always, that in any part of this Church
when Synods meet but once a-year, a student may be proposed to the Synod half a

year sooner than would have been competent if the Synod had met twice a-year.

9no, The General Assembly recommends to Presbyteries that, before any student

is entered on trials, the engagements required by Act lOth of Assembly, 1711,

of such as are to be licensed, be read to then\ ; and that the Presbytery take pro-

mise of them, that they will subscribe to and particularly observe the same, in case

the Presbytery see cause to license them ; and that this promise be recorded in their

books.

ICtno, The General Assembly appoints the public probationary trials of students,

who are to be licensed probationers, to be the following, viz. :— 1. The catechetic trials

to be renewed in presence of the Presbytery, and that previously to all the other

parts of public trials; 2. A homily in English on a Scripture text; 3. An exegesis

in Latin on a controverted head of divinity, and sustaining a thesis and dispute

thereon ; 4. An exercise and addition ; 5. A lecture on a large portion of Scripture;

6. A popular sermon on a particular text of Scripture; 7. A trial on chronology

and Church History, especially the history of i.ur own Church ; Lastly, A trial on
their knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew languages.

Wmo, The General Assembly, judging it fit that the same method shall be fol-

lowed in all Presbyteries, as to questions put to and enga;i,ements taken of proba-

tioners when licensed ; and that the said probationers should not only give sufficient

proof of their piety, literature, and other good qualifications for the sacred ministry,

but also come under the strictest engagements to adhere to and maintain the doctrine,

worship, discipline, and government of this Church,—do, therefore, enact and appoint,

that the questions appointed by Act 10th, 1711, be put to all such as pass trials;

and likewise that they shall subscribe the Formula set down in the said Act, before

they be licensed to preach the Gospel. And the General Assembly strictly prohibits

the licensing any person whatsoever, who shall not" give explicit and satisfying an-

swers to these questions, and subscribe the said Formula ; and discharge any Presby-

tery to make use of any other questions or Formula.

\'2mo. When any Presbytery, who, with the Synod's allowance, has entered, or

who is about to enter, a student on trials, shall receive a letter Irom any Presbytery,

showing their dissatisfaction with that student, and giving relevant grounds for the

same, which they ofter to verify to the Presbytery at their next meeting, the said

student shall not be licensed until the matter be tried. And the General Assembly

appoints Presbyteries who shall receive such letters anent students from any other

Presbytery, to write a return with the first post after their meeting, acquainting them

of their next diet.

\Zmo, That the Acts concerning Simony be read before licensing any probationer.

14mo, For the better observation of this Act, it is particularly recommended to the

Professors of Divinity to communicate the contents thereof to their students, in a

public meeting annually, at such time in the month of January as to them seems

most convenient. And all Presbyteries and Synods are peremptorily appointed to
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observe the same in all its parts. And it is strictly enjoined, that visitors of Presby-

tery-books make strict inquiry how the several Presbyteries do observe the same.

IX.

Sess. 1, May 30, 1782.— Overture anent the Ordination uf Elders.

( Re-transmitted.)

Sess. ult., June 3, 1782.—v4e< appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held within

the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May next, in

the year 1783.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

George Wisiiart,! ^; t-. , p ^
T r» / • tV. Ecd. Scot.
John Drysdale, J

The following Rcgul.ntions, in regard to Marriages, appear in tlie Abridgment of the Assembly's Pro-

ceedings of 1782 Ed. 1843.

The report of the committee appointed by last General Assembly, to consider regulations proposed by

the Presbytery of Edinburgh for correcting some abuses coni|>lained of in the solemnization of marriages,

given in and read. The .Assembly approved of the report, and, agreeably thereto, did, and hereby do, en-

join a strict observance of said regulations.

REGULATIONS.

1 mo. That no marriage shall be celebrated, unless when there shall be produced to the minister a certifi-

cate, subscribed by the precentor or session-clerk, that the banns have been proclaimed ; and every certifi-

cate must bear not only the names, but designations and places of abode, of the several parties.

2do, When the parties reside in two different parishes, there must be jiroduced a certificate from the pre-

centor or session-clerk of each parisn, that the banns have been proclaimed in each jiarish church.

3J!d, Until persons have resided for the space of si.\ weeks complete within a parish, they are not to bo

considered as residenters, nor entitled to proclamation in the church thereof, but must be proclaimed in tlie

church of the parish where their ordinary residence was previous to their proposed marriage.

4^0, No precentor or session-clerk shall grant a certificate of proclamation in behalf of any parties, unless

he can attest upon proper evidence, for which he shall be answerable, that they have resided tor the space

of six weeks within the parish ; that they are unmarried persons, and not withia the forbidden degrees of

consanguinity.

5tc, That certificates of proclamation shall be in the following terms :

—

Form I For Oro Parties residing in one Parish.

That [here insert his nn?ne, designation, and place of abode,'] and , daughter of

have resided in this parish for six weeks preceding the commencement of the proclamation ; that they are

unmarried persons, and not within the forbidden degrees of consanguinity, lias been certified to me, upon

saUsfying evidence, for which I shall be answerable ; and that the above parties have been proclaimed in

order to marriage, and no objections oBered, is attested by

FoBM II 117iere one of the Parties only reside in the Parish.

That [here insert the hridegroom s name, designation, and place of abode,} has resided within this parish

for the space of six weeks preceding the date hereof ; and that he is an unmarried person, has been certified

to me, upon satisfying evidence, for whiih I shall be answerable ; and that he and
,

daughter to , of the parish of , have been regularly proclaimed in order

to marriage, and no objection offered, is attested by

A'^.B The above form, mutatis mutandis, to be used when the bride only resides in the parish.

6to, The ministers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh agree, that in futiu'e they will celebrate no marriage,
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
. EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1783.

I.

Sess. 1, 3Ia>/ 22, nS5 Tlte Kind's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1783.— TIic Kinys most gracioits Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. Having the most entire

confidence in your duty, loyalty, and affection to our person and government, and
being convinced of your unwearied attention to the cause of virtue, piety, and reli-

gion, we take this opportunity of assuring you of our fixed purpose and resolution to

support the Presbyterian Church of Scotland in the full enjoyment of all its privi-

leges, as by law established.

Convinced that you bring with you the best intentions for promoting the happi-

ness of my government, and the true interest of the church whereof you are mem-
bers, we have great satisfaction in countenancing your present meeting with our

royal authority.

As the preventing the growth of Popery, 60 repugnant to the constitution of my
kingdoms, and the suppressing all vice and immorality, so destructive to Christianity,

are objects which will distinguish your zeal in the advancement of true religion, and
in all which you will always meet with my steady concurrence, so the avoiding all

unnecessary debates and contentious amongst yourselves will be equal proofs of, what
we have hitherto experienced, j'our great prudence, wisdom, and moderation.

As you cannot but be highly sensible of the benefits which will arise from the in-

estimable blessings of peace, we make no doubt but you will think that an humble
gratitude is due to Almighty God for these and other mercies wliich his Divine Pro-

vidence has lately vouchsafed to us.

We are persuaded that you will conscientiously discharge your duties to the peo-

ple committed to your care, by infusing such principles into their minds as their

holy religion dictates, and which are the best adapted to the security of our happy
constitution, and their and our most valuable interests, both here and hereafter.

We have appointed our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, David Earl of

Leven, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, being well satisfied- of his

loyalty, integrity, and zeal for our service, and of his particular affection for the

except when the preceding regulations are strictly complied with ; ar.d the Presbytery enacts and ordains

accordingly.

The Presbytery also appoints a copy of these regulations to be sent to all the ministers of the communion
of the Church of Scotland, w hose ordinary residence is within their boimds, with a letter from their clerk,

requiring that they likewise shall comply with these regiUations.

The Presbytery farther appoints a copy of them to be transmitted by their clerk to every kirk-session

within their bounds, in order to their being inserted in the session-books ; and the several kirk-sessions are

hereby ordained to see them strictly carried into execution ; and as irregularities have been chiefly complain-

ed of in the city of ICdinburgh snd suburbs thereof, the ministers of Edinburgh, and of the parishes im.

mediately adja'jent, are enjoined lo be particularly attentive that their respective session-clerks do, in all

respects, comply with the preceding regulations. '

And, liistltj, the Presbytery ordains a copy of these regulations to be inserted in the several Edinburgh
newspapers, for the information of the public.
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Church of Scotland, so that our choice of him cannot but be agreeable to ytra-; andi

we trust that this meeting will be concluded with the same unanimity and brotherly

affection which have distinguished your former Assemblies. And so we bid jou:

heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 5th day of May 1783, in the 23d j«ar of"

By his Majesty's Command,

III.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 24, 1783.— The General Axsembli/'s Ansicer to the King't mostgmcioii^

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious letter to this General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland was received with the respect and gratitude due to this renewed proof of

your royal fovour.

Your Majesty's confidence in our loyalty to the best of Sovereigns, and' in our at-

tachment to the interests of religion, we feel as a most pleasing recompence of our past

conduct ; and your royal assurance that it is your fixed purpose and rasolution to

support this Church in all its privileges, we consider as a most powerful incitement to

persevere in fiilfilling your Majesty's desire.

May itpl«aseyour Majesty to accept our most affectionate gratitude for thi» fresh

proof ofyour goodness, in countenancing our present meeting with your royal au-

thority.

To prevent the growth of Popery, at once so repugnant to the constitution of these

kingdoms, and to the holy and beneficent spirit of the Gospel, is an object wortliy of

our constant zeal ; and to this, together with the suppressing of all vice and immo-

rality, we resolve, in the strength of God, to exert our strenuous endeavoursj ani-

mated to so good a work by the declaration of your Majesty's steady concurrence. In

this honourable employment, and in avoiding all unnecessary debates and contentions

amongst ourselves, permit us to hope, that your IMajesty's ejcperience of the prudence,

wisdom, and moderation, of former Assemblies, will be received as apledgeof ourfirm

purpose to cultivate the same spirit in our jircsent meeting.

We beg leave to return our Immble thanks to your Majesty for your persevering

attention to the increase of Christian knowledge, and the interests of the Reformation

in the remote parts of Scotland. Your royal donation for this purpose it shall be our

endeavour to apply in such a manner as may best promote the generous and' pious in-

tention with which it is bestowed.

Yoair IMajesty's well-known affection to your people teacheth us to repose an entire

confidence in the wisdom of those counsels that have induced your Majesty to restore

to these kingdoms the blessings of peace ; for which, and for all the other mercies of

a gracious Providence, we desire to express our thankfidncss to Almighty God, and

to stir up a like spirit in the people committed to our care.

The inviolable attachment of his noble ancestors to the civil and religious Eberties

of their country, and in particular to the ('hurch of Scotland, his own exemplary re-

gard to religion, and warm affection to this Ciiurch, together with his many other

amiable qualities and Christian virtues, make your Majesty's choice of tlie Eajil of

Leven, to represent your royal person in this Assembly, most acceptable to us.

That the King of kings may estaljlish your Majesty's throne in righteousness and

mercv ; that he may preserve you long to reign over a free, grateful, and affectionate

pco])le ; that all your councils may be wise and prosperous ; that he may bless your

Mijjesty ill your person and m yoiu- family ; and that when at length you shall re-
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linquish an earthly crown, you may receive that which fadeth not away, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Henry Grieve, Moderator.

IV.

Sess, 3, May 24, 1783.

—

The General Assembly's Address to his Majesty on the Peace.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders met
in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to address your Ma-
jesty, with hearts full of affection and attachment, and with the most grateful sense of

your Majesty's paternal goodness, in having pursued measures, by which, under God,
we now enjoy tlie inestimable blessing of peace ; a blessing at all times desirable, but

especially at a time when this country, pressed by a powerful confederacy of its in-

veterate enemies, united with its former subjects and old allies, was also afflicted

with an uncommon degree of scarcity of provisions.

At the end of a war less successful than former wars have been, we consider our-

selves as specially called upon, by the Providence of God, to exert ourselves in the

discharge of our duty, and to cultivate in the minds of the people committed to our

care those sentiments of religion and virtue, which form the hearts of men to that

" righteousness which exalteth a nation."

We are happy in being able to assure your Majesty of the unaltered affection of

the people of this part of the United Kingdom to your Majesty's person and govern-

ment, and of their zeal for your illustrious family, under whose mild administration

they have so long enjoyed the blessings of civil and religious liberty.

That Almighty God, the King of kings, and the Ruler of all the nations of men,

may continually have your Majesty under his Divine protection ; that he may bless

you in your person and in your family ; that he may reward your Majesty's private

virtues with domestic felicity, and your mild government with the love and fidelity

of your subjects ; that your reign may be long, happy, and prosperous ; and that at

last your Majesty may, through Jesus Christ our Lord, receive a crown of glory, are

the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-

tional Assembly of the Chui'ch of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Henry Grieve, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1783.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.—(The powers and instructions given to this Com-
mission are the same as last year, and there is very little alteration at any subse-

quent period.)

5 L
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VI.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 31, 1783.— Commission to some Ministers andBuling Elders for discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 7, May 29, 1783.

—

Resolution of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

relating to a Fast.

There were transmitted to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland^ ovei-
tures from the Synod of Mcrse and Teviotdale, and from the Synod of Moray, pro-
posing, that, upon account of the present scarcity, and other obvious reasons, a day
should be set apart for fasting and prayer, to be observed as a national fast tiu'ough

Scotland ; which being read, the following motion was made, viz. :—The General
Assembly, taking into their serious consideration the late visitation of Divine Provi-

dence, in afflicting these kingdoms with an uncommon scarcity of provisions, and also

the seasonable reliefwhich the people of Scotland have lately received by the importa-

tion of large quantities of grain, the favourable seed-time, and the comfortable

prospect of an early harvest, which God, in his great goodness, hath been pleased to

afford us, do earnestly exhort and beseech the people of this land to lift up their souls

with contrition and thankfulness to Almighty God, who, tempering his chastisements

and his mercies together, calleth us to return to himself. And, further, the General
Assembly being informed that a day of fasting has already been appointed by some
Synods and Presbyteries, and observed within their bounds ; and judging it, upon this

account, inexpedient to appoint a national fast, do hereby recommend to the several

Presbyteries, and to all the ministers of this Church, to exert their utmost endeavours

in imprinting upon the minds of the people committed to their charge a sense of

their dependence upon our Father which is in heaven, who giveth us our daily bread;

and to take such methods as to them shall appear most effectually to minister to

edification, in order to fix the attention of all ranks upon those lessons of contrition,

of thankfulness, and of liberality, which the various dispensations of Divine Provi-

dence are, at this time especially, teaching us. The General Assembly having con-

sidered the above motion, approved thereof, and enacted accordingly, and appointed

this resolution to be printed separately, and transmitted to Presbyteries as soon as

possible.

VIII.

Sess.ult., June 2, 1783.

—

Act and Resolution concerning Lawyers and Agrnts who are

Members of the, Court, appearing as Procurators or Agents, to plead or agent in Causes

at the Bar of the General Assembly or Commission.

The General Assembly, considering that they have a title to the assistance of their

members as judges in all causes brought before them, they being expressly commis-

sioned by their constituents to consult, vote, and determine, in all matters that shall

come before the Assembly ; as also, that these who are appointed members of the

Commission of the General Asscnibly are obliged, by that appointment, to concur in

cognoscing and determining in every matter referred to them, do therefore resolve,

enact, and declare, that in time coming, none who are constituent members of the

Court shall act as counsel or procurators, agents or solicitors, in any causes which

come before the Assemblies, or Commissions thereof.

IX.

Sess, 7, May'29, 1783.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Ke-transmitted.)
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X.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1783.

—

Forms of Commissions, Sfc.

(This Act is a reprint of Act 4, 1768, entitled, " Act of the Assembly anent the

Form of Commissions.")—i'rf. 1843.

XI.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1783.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May, in

the year 1784.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Drysdale, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1784.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1784.

—

The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 20, 1784.

—

The Kivg^s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty'' s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1784.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 22, MM.—The General Assembly's Address to his Majesty on occasion

of the Birth of a Princess.

May it please your Majesty,

Wp, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met

together in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave, with all

humility and respect, to approach your Majesty's throne, and with that affection

\vhich we owe to our gracious Sovereign, to assure your Majesty of our sincere and

inviolable attachment to your royal person, famil}', and government.

Sensible of the many Inestimable blessings which these kingdoms, and this Church

in particular, derive from the beneficent reign of a Prince who is so justly esteemed

as the affectionate father of his people, we feel ourselves deeply interested in every

event which is conducive to the prosperity and happiness of your Majesty's family.
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While we rejoice in sucli events, as contributing to your Majesty's domestic felicity-,

we are at the same time convinced lliat they afford additional security to those privi-

leo-es, both sacred and civil, which this nation have had the happiness to enjoy under

the auspicious government of your Majesty, and of your illustrious ancestors.

Animated by these sentiments, we do, with the most cordial satisfaction, and with

the most devout gratitude to Almighty God, the sovereign Disposer of all events, con-

gratulate your Majesty, that, since" the last meeting of the General Assembly, God, flj

in his kind Providence, hath been pleased to add to your Majesty's family by the birth ^
of another Princess, and to gratify the ardent wishes of all your Majesty's loyal sub-

iects, by the happy recovery of your Royal Consort, our most gracious Queen, from

ner late indisposition.

That God may be graciously pleased to preseve your Majesty's most valuable life

for a blessing to your kingdom and people ;—that he may take under his merciful

protection our most gracious Queen, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and all

your royal fiimily ;—that the descendants of your Majesty's illustrious house may sit

on the British throne, and be eminent protectors of the liberties of all your Majesty's

dominions to the latest posterity ; and that your Majesty, after a long, a glorious, and

a happy reign over a free and faithful people, may at last, through the merits of Jesus

Christ our Lord, be rewarded with a crown of immortal glory in the kingdom of

heaven, are, and ever shall be, the most fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Urysdale, Moderator.

V.

Sess. itlf; May 31, 1784.— Commission to some 31inistcrs and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Hi>/hhuuls and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1784.— Commission to .tome Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor discussing

Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—(This year the following clause is, for the first time,

omitted in the instructions given to the Commission, viz. :
— " And the Assembly

doth further empower and direct the said Commission to make due application to the

King and Parliament for redress of the grievance of patronage, in case a favourable

opportunity for so doing shall occur during the subsistence of this Commission."

—

Ed. 1843.")

• At a preceding diet there was a discussion on certain Overtures relative to the repeal of the law of

Patronage. The following is the notice which appears on this subject iu the Abridgment of the Ass(>m-

blv's Proceedings:—" May 23, 17^4 Agreeable to yesterday's resolution, the Assembly proceeded to

consider the overtures from the Synods of Glasgow and Ayr, and Perth and Stirling, relating to the repeal

of the law of Patronage, &c. ; and after reasoning at great lenf;th, two motions were made, and seconded,

1st, To reject these overtures as inexpedient, ill-founded, and dangerous to the peace and welfare of this

Church ; 'id. That whereas former Assemblies of the Church have, in strong terms, declared the law of

Patronage to be agi'ievance; and the annual instructions to the Commission of every Assembly bear, that

the Commission are to embrace every faiourable opportunity that may occur, to obtain relief from this

grievance ; and whereas, in many parts of Scotland, the rigorous exercise of this law has been felt, and

CO nplained of as productive of most unhappy consequences both to Church and State; from all which,

some alteration of the present law appears to be requisite
;

yet, as different sentiments are entertained upon

this subject, therefore, with a view that the minds of those chiefly interested may be known, that the Gene-

ral Assembly doi'ecommend the consideration of this matter to Presbyteries, ordaining them to consult, in

the most prudent and respectful manner, with the noblemen and gentlemen of landed property, with the

magistrates and town councils of burghs within their bounds, persons chiefly concerned upon the points

specified in this motion ; and after deliberation, transmit the opinions they have received to the ne.\t Ge.

neral Assembly, that it may be known wliat the seatiments of the gentlemen of landed interest, and thei
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VI r.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1784.

—

Interim Act and Oven-ture concerning Ordained Assistants.*

The General Assembly, having considered the report of their Committee, appoint-
ed to take under their consideration the reference from the Synod of Glasgow and
Ayr, concerning ordained assistants, are of opinion, that both the minister of the
parish and his ordained assistant and successor, ought to be constituent members of
the Kirk-scssion

; that in the Presbytery and Synod, either of them who is present
may dehberate and vote ; that if both are present, these privileges belono- to the
minister of the parish only, and that either of them is capable of being elected a mem-
ber of the General Assembly, but not both of them iu one year. And agreed to
enact the same as an interim act, and to transmit it as an overture for the considera-
tion of Presbyteries.

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1784 Resolution concerning Marriages.

The General Assembly do resolve that no session-clerk in this Church proclaim

any persons in order to marriage, until he give intimation to the minister of the parish

in a veriting, dated and subscribed by him, of the names, designations, and places of

residence of the parties to be proclaimed, and obtain the said minister's leave to make
the said proclamation ; with certification, that if any certificate of proclamation of

banns is given vi'ithout observing the above order, the said certificate shall be held as

a false certificate, and the session-clerk who subscribes it shall be censured accord-

ingly ; and in case of a vacancy, the above intimation is to be made to two of the

elders of the parish ; and that this resolution be printed in the Acts of this Assem-
bly ; and appointed the clerks to transmit copies of this their resolution to the several

Presbyteries, to be by them transmitted to the sessions of the parishes within their

bounds, in order to its being observed.

IX.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1784.—Recommendation respecting Ordination to the Office of a
Minister, without relation to a particular Charge.

The Committee appointed to consider the overture respecting ordination to the

office of a minister, without relation to a particular charge, reported as follows :

—

Having carefully considered the said overture, find that matter attended with so many
difficulties, that they are not ripe to propose to the General Assembly any precise

rules concerning it, fit for being enacted into standing laws ; and can only move, that

the Assembly should, in the meantime, recommend it to Presbyteries to be cautious in

granting ordination to such persons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reasonable

prospect of such provision as may enable them to support the ministerial character;

and that no Presbytery grant ordination to any person who has a near prospect of

removing from the bounds of that Presbytery into another, from whom he may, in

constituents, are ; that thus tlie Assembly may be enabled to regulate their procedure, upon a subject so

interesting to the public at large, and to this Church in particular, &c. It was proposed, that one state of

the vote be 'Reject,' or ' Not;' another state also was proposed, viz. ' Keject,' or ' Consult.' After

reasoning on the state of the vote, the Assembly agreed, that the state of the vote be, ' Reject,' or

' Not,' it being understood, that if it carries Reject, the overtures be rejected in terms of the first motio.i

;

against which state of the vote Mr Bryce Johnston protested. The question being then put, it carried

by a great majority, 'Reject.' The Assembly, therefore, rejected these overtures as irie.\pedient, ill-

founded, and dangerous to the peace and welfare of this Church, against which several members dissented."

—Ed. 1843.
' This overture was trans-nitted for four successive years, but does not appear to have passed Ed. 1843.
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due time, receive ordination, if it shall by them be found necessary or proper. Which
being considered by the General Assembly, they approved thereof, and do recom-

mend accordingly, and order this recommendation to be printed in the Acts of this

Assembly.

X.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1784.

—

A new Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders*

Whereas great irregularities have crept into the Church with respect to the ordina-

tion of elders, the General Assembly overtures, that it be enacted, that no minister

should set apart any person to the office of elder in his congregation who has not a

fixed residence in the parish, or who is not an heritor in the parish ; it being the true

meaning and intent of this overture, to prevent elders being ordained in congregations

who are in nowise connected with them ; and it being understood that any city or

town where there are more congregations than one shall be held as one parish, so far

as respects the purpose of this overture.

XI.

Sess. ult.. May 31, 1784.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of May, in

the year 1785.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

James Macknight, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 178.5.

I.

Sess. I, May 19, 1785.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Asscmblj', &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1785.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

Geouge, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1785.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

• This overture was first transmitted in 1778, and it continued to be sent down to Presbyteries till

1791, after which there is no further notice of it Ed. 1843.
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IV.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1785.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Hiffhlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1785.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.*

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1785.

—

Interim Act and Overture concerning Ordained Assistants.

(See Act 7th, 1784.)

VII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1785.

—

Recommendation respecting Ordination to the Office of a

Minister, without relation to a particular Charge.

(See Act 9th, 1784.)

VIII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1785.

—

A new Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

( Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1785.— Overture from the Synod of Fife, respecting the second para-
graph of the Act passed in 1782, concerning the Licensing of Probationers, ordered hy
the Assembly to be transmitted.^

X.

Sess. ult.. May 30, 1785.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th day of May, in

the year 1786.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Dkysdale, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

• The Assembly had this year under consideration an Overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling,

anent^the restoring the clause in the instructions to the Commission, which was last year ordered to be

struck out. The Assembly agreed, without a vote, to dismiss the Overture

—

Ed. 1843.

f It does not appear that this particular Overture was passed —Ed. lt'43.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1786.

I.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1786.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. X^May 18, 1786.— The Kings most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1786.^ TAe General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1786.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfm the ReW^
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's '

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1786

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1786.

—

Interim Act and Overture concerning Ordained Assistants.

(Re-transmitted.)

VII.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1786.

—

Recommendation respecting Ordination to the Office of a
Minister, without relation to a particular Charge.

(See Act 9th, 1784.)

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1786.— Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transm itted.

)
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IX.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1786

—

TTie Assembly agreed to transmit the following Overture to

Presbyteries*

That such an indulgence as shall seem meet to the Assembly, may be granted to

the students having the Gaelic language, in the Northern and Western Isles.

X.

Sess. ult.. May 29, 1786.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May, in

the year 1787.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Drysdale, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1787.

I.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1787.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &e.

II.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1787.—7%e King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1787.— Tlie General Assembly's Ansiver to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 2G, 1787.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

• This Overture was dismissed ia the following year

—

Ed. 1843.
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V.

Sess. 9, il/oy 26, 1787.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1787.

—

Interim Act and Overture concerning Ordained Assistants,

re-transmitted and re-enacted.

(See Act 7th, 1784.)

VII.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 26, 1787.— Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

vin.

Sess. 9, 3Iag 2G, 1787.— Overture anent Certificates of the Ordination of Elders to the

General Assembhj.*

That, before any Presbytery attest the Commission of a person to represent them,

or any burgh within their bounds, for the first time, as an elder in the National

Assembly of this (Church, there be laid before them a declaration or attestation, by

some minister of this Church, of his having been ordained an elder.

IX.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1787.

—

Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.^

X.

Sess. idt., May 28, 1787.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May, in

the year 1788.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Drysdale, CI, Eccl. Scot.

• No further notice seems to be taken of this Overture Ed. 1843.

t The attention of the Assembly having been again directed to this subject, an Overture was this year
sent down to Presbyteries. Having undergone certain amendments, it was passed into an Interim Act in

1803, and ultimately into a Standing Law in 1813 Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1788.

I.

Sess. 1, Ma^ 22, 1788.

—

TTie King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1788.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the Gene7-al Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George E., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1788.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

' May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 7, May 29, 1788.

—

An Address by the General Assembly to his Majesty, on the

proposed Commemoration of the glorious Revolution.

May it please your Majesty,

We, yoLir Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church

of Scotland, met in the National Assembly, beg leave to approach your throne with

hearts full of loyalty and affection.

We should be unworthy of the station we hold, if we did not gladly embrace

this first opportunity of congratulating your Majesty on the happy effects of your

wise and vigorous measures durins; the course of last vear, when, under the direc-

tion of Divine Providence, you delivered this nation from the danger of bemg m-
volved in war, by preserving the independence, and re-establishing the legal govern-

ment of a neighbouring Protestant State, anil happily revived with it an ancient and

close alliance, which, for so long a period, had been salutary to your Majesty's king-

doms.
While we contemplate the present posture of our public affairs in general, and our

friendly league with the Republic of the United Provinces in particular, with thank-

fulness to Heaven, and the warmest approbation of your Majesty's conduct, we feel

ourselves called upon to commemorate that glorious event, the Revolution of 1688,

which delivered us from Popery and arbitrary power, and fixed that constitution of

government which is the wonder and envy of the world, not more for civil and jioli-

tical liberty, than for justice and humanity—which has hitherto had force sufficient

to repair its internal disorders, as well as to repel external violence, and which the

experience of a century now cntides us to hope may be as lasting as it is excellent

—

an event, the more endeared to our remembrance, as from thence was derived the

settlement of the crown of Britain on your Majesty's illustrious family, who have

hitherto swayed the sceptre with so much wisdom and equity ; and with such a

sacred regard to the rights of the nation, as to secure the confidence and affection
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of their subjects, and to leave no doubt on our minds that the stability of the con-

stitution, and the prosperity of the people, will ever continue to be the great object

of their government.
With such deep impressions of the felicity of that great era, to which, besides all

other advantages, we owe the restoration and security of our ecclesiastical establish-

ment, your Majesty may be assured that we shall neglect no proper opportunity of

making the people under our care duly sensible of the distinguished blessings they

enjoy under Divine Providence, and of exciting in their minds sentiments of affec-

tion and loyalty to your Majesty, the faithful guardian of all our liberties.

That your Majesty may reign long over a free and happy people ; that the Al-

mighty may guard your sacred person from every danger, and bestow on you every

blessing ; that he may bless and preserve the Queen, Prince of Wales, and all the

Royal Family ; and that a race of kings of your illustrious line may, to the latest

posterity, sit on the throne of these realms, is the earnest prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loj'al subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Archibald Davidson, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1788.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Hiyhlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1788.— Commission to some Ministei-s and Ruling Elders for
discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIL
Sess. ult., June 2, 1788.— Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

( Re-transmitted.)

VIIL

Sess. ult., June 2, 1788.— Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1788.

—

Act concerning the Attestation of Kirk-Sessions to Cmnmis-
sions from Burghs.

It was overtured to the General Assembly, that, for removing certain difficulties iu

the mode of attesting commissions from certain burghs, the Assembly should pass

an Act to the following purport :

—
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Whereas, by the 9th Act of Assembly, 1718, and the 4th Act of Assembly, 1720,
it is ordained and required, That commissions from royal burghs, to their repre-

sentatives in the General Assembly, shall be attested by the kirk-sessions of the
electing burghs respectively

:

The Assembly, considering that in certain of the greater burghs within the bounds
of this Church there are several parishes and different kirk-sessions widiin the

royalty; and that, in these cases, there has been hitherto no legal enactment to direct

the mode in which the sessional attestations are to be adhibited to commissions from
such burghs to their representatives in the General Assembly

:

To remove any doubts which may arise in such situations, the Assembly hereby
appoints and declares, That the attestation of any one kirk-session within the elect-

ing burgh shall be held as competent and sufficient to all the purposes for which ses-

sional attestations are required.

X.

Sess. 7, 3Tai/ 29, 1788.

—

Acl appointing a National Thanksgiving in Commemora-
tion of the Revolution in 1688.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, recollecting, with gratitude to

Almighty God, the happy and glorious event, that, in the year 1688, (of which the

present year is the secular anniversary,) delivered the nation from civil and religious

oppression, set proper bounds to the royal prerogative, secured the liberties and just

rights of the people, and confirmed to this National Church all the religious rights

and privileges which she now enjoys under the illustrious House of Hanover—and
being fully convinced, that the principles of the Revolution settlement are the only
foundation on which the security of the throne, and the happiness of the subjects,

can be permanently established. They think themselves called upon, by their duty to

God and to their country, to emlirace every proper opportunity of recalling to the

serious and grateful recollection of the people committed to their charge this spe-

cial interposition of Divine Providence in their favour, of impressing on their minds
a lively sense of the value of the civil and religious liberties thereby attained, and
of exhorting them, by every constitutional means, to preserve and transmit them in-

violate to the latest posterity. And considering that the blessings enjoyed by the

people of this free and happy country, in consequence of the Revolution, do far

exceed the measure of civil and religious advantages which the Providence of God
hath allotted to any other nation : Therefore, the General Assembly did, and here-

by do, appoint the fifth day of November this year to be observed within the bounds
of this National Church as a day of solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the

enjoyment of those inestimable blessings for a century past, and of earnest supplica-

tion for their continuance to the latest generations : And the Assembly enjoins all

ministers to intimate this Act from their pulpits upon the Lord's Day immediately

preceding the said fifth day of November this year, and to accompany the intimation

with suitable exhortations.

XI.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1788.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 21st day of May, in"

the year 1789.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Drysdai.e, CI. Ecd. Scot,
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1

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1789.

I.

Sess. 1, 3Iai/ 21, 1789.

—

TTie Kinys Commission to David Earl of Levcn produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1789.

—

Tlie Kinys most yracious Letter to the General Assemhly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1789.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the Kinys most yracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, 3Iay 23, 1789.

—

An Address by the General Assembly to the King, conyratu-

latiny his Majesty on his Recovery from Sickness,

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

(Jhurch of Scotland, met in National Assembly, embrace with joy this first opportu-

nity of approaching the throne, with 6ur most dutiful and sincere congratulations

upon your ilajesty's recovery.

At a time when the inhabitants of the British Empire were rejoicing under your

Majesty's mild and auspicious government, in the blessings of peace, and the manifold

advantages derived from the rank which Great Britain holds amongst the nations of

the earth, it pleased the Almighty, by the alarm which lately filled the hearts of your

Majesty's faithful subjects, to teach tlicm how entirely the prosperity of nations de-

pends upon the will of Heaven. The anxiety which they felt during the continuance

of your Majesty's illness, and the fervour of their wishes and prayers for your re-

covery, were the spontaneous tribute of duty and affection to a Sovereign who is en-

deared to his people, by those amiable virtues of which he is the illustrious pattern,

as well as bv that sacred regard to the principles of a free constitution, which has uni-

formly distinguished his reign ; and the unanimity and zeal which have marked the

])ublic demonstrations of joy, correspond to the sentiments of entire satisfaction and
• thankfidness, with which a great and happy people, united in affectionate attachment

to your Majesty's person and government, receive from Heaven that inestimable gift,

by which the Almighty hath graciously vouchsafed to reward the national loyalty.

While we thus presume to speak in the name of the great body of the people of

this country who are under om- care, with a confidence arising from a perfect know-

led'i-e of their sentiments, acquired by a constant intercourse with them in the dis-

charge of our sacred functions, permit us. Most Gracious Sovereign, to assure you
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that no class of your Majesty's subjects were more deeply hiterested in the great event
which has diffused such universal joy, than the ministers and elders of the Church of

Scotland. Entertaining no doubt of a continuance of the royal protection, under the

government of a prince who has been the nursing father of the Church, and being
assured that our zealous endeavours to promote the interests of religion and virtue

will always receive countenance from that piety which ennobles the other graces of

your Majesty's character, we number the gracious answer that has been given to our

prayers amongst the many mercies which we are accustomed to trace in the history

of this favoured land ; and we lift our souls in thanksgiving to the God of our fathers,

who, by restoring to us a King whom we love and honour as the faithful guardian of

our rights, hath afforded us a gracious pledge of their being transmitted unimpaired
to latest posterity.

It shall be our constant study to cherish these sentiments of loyalty to your Ma-
jesty, and of gratitude to Almighty God, which universally prevail ; and the first

wish of our hearts will be fulfilled, if a lasting sense of this great national blessing

shall revive a spirit of religion, and by disposing the minds of men to learn those

lessons of wisdom which it conveys, shall, through the blessing of God, prove instru-

mental in promoting that righteousness which exalteth a nation.

That your Majesty may live long to be a blessing to yonr family, to behold the

happiness of your people, to enjoy the exalted satisfaction of requiting their affection,

and to maintain the glory and prosperity of the British Empire ; and that succeed-

ing princes of the House of Brunswick, formed upon your example, may sway the

British sceptre with the same justice and moderation, and may receive firom their

subjects the same homage and love, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

George Hill, Moderator.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1789.

—

An Address by the General Assembly to the Queen, on the

Recovery of his Majesty.

May it please your Majesty,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church of

Scotland, met in National Assembly, presume to approach your Majesty with our

humble congratulations upon an event most interesting to your happiness, and most
joyful to his Majesty's faithful subjects—the recovery of our beloved Sovereign firom

his late alarming illness.

The most exalted station is not exempted from those pungent distresses, which, in

this mixed state, are often occasioned by the most delicate and amiable affections of

the human heart. But the distress of your JMajesty was alleviated by those consola-

tions which true religion opens to a devout mind in the hour of deep affliction. The
God of grace whom you had honoured in the time of prosperity, while he tried the

tenderness of your nature, was pleased to support your faith and patience by that

strength with which he strengthens the souls of his servants ; and the deliverance

which he hath wrought for us, hath graciously rewarded that piety which adorns the

throne, by giviyg you the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.

Your Majesty witnessed, in the solicitude which all ranks expressed during the ill-

ness of the King, how truly he reigns in the hearts of his subjects : Your Majesty re-

ceived, in the sympathy with which a great nation took part in your sorrows, and in

the gratitude, respect, and confidence, with which they looked up to your character,

the recompence provided for those qualities by which greatness is rendered amiable
;
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and your Majesty has now the satisfaction of observing, tliat the demonstrations of

joy for that national blessing, by which God liath wiped the tears from your eyes, arc

mingled with expressions of the most affectionate interest in the happiness of a Queen,

whose virtues have united all his Majesty's subjects in her praise.

That your Majesty may long be preserved to be a blessing to the King, to form

the minds of your illustrious oifspring—to be the pattern of your sex—and the protec-

tress of virtue and religion; that God, in whom alone the families of the earth are

blessed, may perpetuate your domestic felicity ; that you may taste the most exqui-

site delight which a mother's heart can know, in beholding the virtue and happiness

of your posterity ; and that, after enjoying the largest measure of good which can

crown the most excellent characters in this world, you may receive, through Jesus

Christ our Lord, that crown of life which fadeth not away, are the earnest prayers

of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most devoted servants, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

« George Hill, Moderator,

VI.

Sess. 8, May 29, 1789.

—

Act anent keeping the D<wrs of the Assembly-House shut

during the time of calling the Roll.

The General Assembly, considering that whereas it is highly indecent and impro-

per for any person to vote in any cause who has not been present at the deliberations-

thereon, did, and hereby do, unanimously order, that before the roll begin to be called,

the doors of the Assembly-House shall be shut, and shall not he opened until the

judgment of the Assembly be declared.

VII.

Sess, 9, May 30, 1789.

—

Comndssiun of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess. 9, May .30, 1789.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Eldersfor the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jestys Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess, ult, June 1, 1789

—

Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers,

(Re-transmitted.)
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X.

Sess. ulL, June 1, 1789.

—

Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transtnitted.)

XI.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1789.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May 1790.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1790.

Sett. 1, Mag 20, 1790.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sets. 1, May 20, 1790 The King's most gracious Letter to the General Asiemhly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sett. 3, May 22, 1790.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1790.— Commission of the General Assembli/ to certain Ministers and

Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

5n
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V.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1790.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 8, May 28, 1790.— Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

VII.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1790.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of May 1791.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

The following is appended to the printed Acts of 1 "90, but it doea not appear that any proceedings

were founded thereon Ed. 1843.

Seas. 8, May 28, 1790.

PROPOSALS for the Meliobatiov of Glebes, submitted by the General Assembly to the

consideration of the Church.

1. That every minister of the Church of Scotland who shall hereafter be admitted and come to the en-

joyment of the full benefice of a parish, shall be liable to pay, in the manner after mentioned, to his last

predecessor, or his heirs, executors, or assignees, for all the fences, dikes, ditches, or hedges, enclosing and

subdividing his glebe; provided always, that such fences, &c., be done according to a plan seen and ap-

proved by the Presbytery in whose bounds the glebe lies, and inserted in a separate register kept by tbem

lor that purpose, before such fences, &c. were begun.

2. That within one calendar month after a successor shall be admitted and come to the enjoyment of the

full benefice of a parish, all the fences, dikes, ditches, and hedges, enclosing and subdividing a glebe, shall

be valued according to their worth at that time, by four competent and sworn comprisers ; two of whom to

be chosen by the successor, and two of them by the last incumbent, or his heirs, &c. ; the said four com-

prisers having power to choose an oversman, if need be, and their sentence shall be final.

3. That the whole sum at which the fences, &c., enclosing and subdividing a glebe, may be valued, shall

be paid by the successor, or his heirs, &c., to the last incumbent, or his heirs, &c. , in seven equal parts or

instalments ; i. e. the first seventh part of said sum shall be paid as above, by the successor, &c., at the

first term of Whitsunday that shall happen after he hath been entitled to his second year's stipend.

4. That no successor, or his heirs, &.C., shall be liable to pay to his predecessor, or his heirs, &c., above

the sum of fifty pounds sterling for all the fences, &c., enclosing and subdividing his glebe.

5. If any minister of the Church of Scotland shall die, or be translated to another parish, after he shall

have begun, and before he shall have finished the enclosures and subdivisions of his glebe ; in either of these

cases, the said minister, or his heirs, &c , shall le entitled to pajment in manner above mentioned, accord-

ing to a comprisement made as above, from his successor, &c., for whatever fences, dikes, ditches, or

hedges, he shall have made on his glebe during his incumbency, at the sight of the Presbytery, in the man-

ner above mentioned.

6. That the fences, &c., by which the glebe is enclosed and subdivided, shall be maintained, during a

vacancy, from the profits of the glebe. Also, that whoever possesses the glebe diu-ing a vacancy, shall pay

to the last incumbent, or his heirs, &c., one seventh part of the sum at which the fences, &c., are valued at

the last incumbent's death, and that annually during their possession, at first Martinmas after separation

of the crop from the ground.

7. That if the foregoing propositions are approved by the majority of the Presbyteries of this Church,

an application be made to Parliament for enacting the same into a law, and that the expense of carrying
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TifE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1791.

I.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1791.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,
and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. IjMai/ 19, 1791.— The King"s most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1791.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Maiesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1791.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1791

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VL
-Sess. 9, May 28, 1791.

—

Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

VII.

Sess. uU., May 30, 1791.—Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.

)

the bill through both Houses of Parliament be raised by a contribution of six shillings from each minister

of this Church, to be collected by the moderator of each Presbytery or Synod, and remitted within a

limited time to the Procurator of the Church, or some banker in Edinburgh.
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VIII.

Sess. ulL, May 30, 1791.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church ALsle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May 1792.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1792.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1792.— The Kitty's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess, 1, May 17, 1792.

—

The Kinfs viost gracious Letter to the General Asseinlly,

presented to thctti by his Majesty's Commissioner,

Geoege, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The experience we have had

of your loyalty and affection to our person and government, and of your zeal for the

encouragement of true religion and virtue, leaves us no doubt of your disposition, on

the present occasion, to persevere in promoting the happiness of our reign, and the

true interest of the Church of which you are members.

We therefore feel the highest satisfaction in continuing to countenance your meet-

ings with our royal authority, and to assure you of our fixed determination to main-

tain the Church of Scotland in the perfect enjoyment of all its just rights and privi-

leges.

We are persuaded that you will apply yourselves, with temper and moderation, to

promote the good ends for which you are assembled, the advancement of religion, and

the service of Almighty God ; that you will avoid all unnecessary debates and con-

tentions, and that your deliberations will be directed to the means of checking the

growth of vice and impiety, of promoting the practice of all Christian duties, and of

keeping alive that respect and regard for the clergy, and that deference and subordi-

nation to the magistracy, which are essential to the peace and good order of every

society, and must always be conducive to the happiness and prosperity of this kingdom.

You will, no doubt, study to impress upon the minds of our subjects a just sense of

the many blessings they at present enjoy under the favour of Providence, that, by
manifesting a spirit of devotion, a respect for the laws, and an attention to the various

duties of our holy religion, they may render themselves worthy of such blessings, and

best ensure the future continuance of them.

We have again appointed our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, David

Earl of Leven, to represent our royal person in this Assembly, being well satis-

lied with his upright and faithful conduct in the execution of that important trust,

I
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and not doubting but he must continue to be acceptable to you from the affection to

the Church of Scotland, and the zeal for the interests of religion, which he has mani-
fested on so many former occasions.

We take this opportunity of repeating to you our earnest exhortations, that you
will proceed in the business before you with that unanimity, charity, and brotherly

love, which truly become such an Assembly, and without which no real dignity or

utility can attend your deliberations ; and we trust that you will bring this meeting
to a happy conclusion. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 7th day of May 1792, in the 32d year
of our reia;n.o

By his Majesty's Command,

Henry Dundas.

Addressed thus,—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1792.— TTte General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The most gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, was received with that respect and
gratitude which are due for so signal a mark of your royal condescension and favour.

We offer our most sincere and humble acknowledgments for the confidence your
Majesty has been pleased to repose in our loyalty and affection to your person and
government, and in our zeal for the encouragement of true religion and virtue. We
beg leave to assure your Majesty that we come together at present, possessed of the

same dispositions and principles which have regulated our conduct on former occa-

sions. While we regard the approbation of our Sovereign as a most agreeable recom-
pence for our past services, we trust that the hope of being again honoured with it,

will animate us to a steady perseverance in our endeavours to promote the happiness
of your reign, and the true interests of the Church of which we are members.

That your Majesty continues to countenance our meetings with your royal

authority, we consider as a most satisfactory proof of your paternal goodness ; and we
rely, with the most perfect security, on your fixed determination to maintain the

Church of Scotland in the perfect enjoyment of all her just rights and privileges.

Assembled for the advancement of true religion, and the service of Almighty God,
we shall apply ourselves with temper and moderation to promote these good ends.

We shall endeavour to avoid all unnecessary debates and contentions, as not more
displeasing to your Majesty than dishonourable to ourselves, and inconsistent with

the wisdom that is from above ; and we shall bear in mind the special obligations we
arc laid under, to direct all our deliberations to the means of checking the growth of

vice and impiety, of promoting the practice of all (]^hristian duties, and of keeping

alive among all ranks of men committed to our charge, that respect and regard for the

clergy, and that deference and subordination to the magistracy, which are essential to

the j)eace and good order of any society, which must always be conducive to the happi-

ness and prosperity of this kingdom, and which invariably mark the character of the

followers of the Prince of Peace.

In our several stations we shall use our best endeavours to impress upon the minds
of your Majesty's subjects a just sense of the many important blessings they at present

enjoy under the favour of Providence ; and we shall strenuously inculcate upon them
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that, by manifesting a spirit of devotion, a respect for the laws, and an attention to the

various duties of our holy religion, they will most suitably express their gratitude to

that God who hath dealt so bountifully with them, and take the most effectual method
to ensure a continuance of his blessing and protection.

We rejoice in the renewed expression of your Majesty's zeal for the propagation of

the reformed Protestant religion in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland ; and it

shall be our care, by a faithful application of the sum your Majesty hath graciously

bestowed, to fulfil the pious and benevolent intentions of the royal donor.

The unfeigned attachment of the Right Honourable the Earl of Leven to your

Majesty's sacred person and government, his approved fidelity and uprightness in the

execution of the important trust with which he hath formerly been vested, that zealous

and affectionate regard to the civil and religious interests of his country by which he

and his ancestors have been distinguished, his amiable character in private life, and
his good offices to ourselves, render your Majesty's re-appointment of him to repre-

sent your royal person in this Assembly entirely acceptable to us ; and for this par-

ticular testimony of your royal favour towards us, we feel and desire to express most
cordial gratitude.

Convinced that unanimity, charity, and brotherly love, truly become our Assem-
bly, and that without them no real dignity or utility can attend our deliberations, we
are solicitous to be possessed of those qualities when we proceed in the business more
immediately before us ; and we shall study so to comply with your Majesty's earnest

and most wise exhortations, as to bring our present meeting to a happy conclusion.

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may establish your throne in

righteousness, and in the hearts of your people ;—that he may long preserve your
Majesty, the guardian of religion and liberty ;—that he may enrich your Royal Consort,

our most gracious Queen, with all heavenly blessings ;—that His Divine favour may
attend his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and all your Royal Family ;—that your
descendants, to the latest posterity, may sway the sceptre over a free, a loyal, and a

happy people ;—and that when he shall call you hence, full of years and of glory, he

may give you a kingdom which cannot be moved, are the prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Andrew Huntek, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1792.— The Gnieral Assembly s Conprntulatori/ Address to his Ma-
jesty, upon the Marriacje of his Royal Hiyhness the Duke of York with the Frincess-

Royal of Prussia,

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the
Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly of this National Church, embrace
the first opportunity of approaching the throne, with our respectful congratulations
upon the marriage of his Royal Highness the Duke of York with the Princess-
Royal of Prussia.

We rejoice in every event which contributes to the domestic fehcity of the father

of his people, and we regard the auspicious union of a British Prince with the daughter
of our illustrious Protestant ally as an additional security to the Protestant succession.

That your Majesty may long continue to reign in the hearts of a free and happy
people ;—that the Almighty may pour down his choicest blessings upon the Queen,
the Prince of Wales, the Duke and Duchess of York, and all the branches of the Royal
Family;— that Princes of the House of Hanover, formed upon your Majestv'* ex-
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ample, may, in every succeeding age, sway the British sceptre with the same mode-
ration and renown ; and that, under their protection, the inhabitants of Great Britain
may, to latest posterity, derive from that excellent constitution, by which, through
the favour of Providence, we are distinguished amongst the nations of the earth, the
same full measure of religious and civil liberty which we at present enjoy, and for
which we daily bless the God of our fathers, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Andrew Hunter, Moderator.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1792.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—The Act this year contains the following additional

instructions, viz. :—And if the Commission approve of the report to be made to them
by the committee appointed by this Assembly, to consider the proposals for a general

augmentation of the parochial stipends, &c., they are hereby specially empowered and
instructed to make application to the legislature, for obtaining an Act of Parliament
for the purposes therein mentioned.

VL

Sess. 9, May 26, 1792.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 4, May 21, 1792.

—

Recommendation and Injunction anent the sending up ofSynod-
Books to the Assembly.

None of the Synod-books, nor the Presbytery-book of Zetland, except the Synod-

book of Fife, and the Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale, being produced to this

Assembly, the General Assembly recommends to the several Synods to be punctual

in sending up their books for the future ; enjoins the Synod clerks to attend to this

recommendation, as they shall be answerable for their conduct to the Assembly ; and

ordains that this recommendation and injunction be inserted among the printed Acts

of the Assembly.

vni.

Sess. 8, May 25, 1792.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Overture of 1787, with a few corrections and alterations.)
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IX.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1792.— Overture respecting tlie Annexation atid Suppression of
Parishes*

That the Assembly, in all proposed cases of annexation and suppression, do enjoin

Presbyteries to communicate to the Synod of the bounds the proposal that is made,

that although it does not appear to them proper for the Church to give any opposi-

tion, it shall not be competent for them to express their consent to the proposed

annexation and suppression, either by a deliverance in their minutes, or at the bar

of the Court of Teinds, until they have obtained the consent of the Synod of the

bounds ; and, further, that when they resolve to give opposition to any proposed

annexation or suppression, they shall communicate their resolution, together with

the grounds of their opposition, and the directions which they|have given thereanent,

to the Synod of the bounds.

X.

Sess, ult, May 28, 1792.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 16th day ofMay 1793.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 16, 1793.

I.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1793.

—

The King^s Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1793.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

• The above Overture was transmitted this and the followiog year. In 1794 it was again transmitted,

and also passed into an Interim Act, but in the Abridgment of the Proceedings of 1793 the following notice

appears respecting it :
—" It appearing to the Assembly that the object of the Overture and Interim

Act concerning the annexation and suppression of parishes is already attained by a law of the Church, con-

tained in Act 5, Assembly, 1740, the Assembly judge it unnecessary to re-transmit the above mentioned

Interim Act and Overture, but recommend it to Presbyteries to pay a strict attention to the said Act 3,

Assembly, 1740."_JE(i. 184-3.
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III.

Sess. 3, May 18, 1793.

—

The General Assemblies Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 18, 1793.— The General Assembly's dxitiful Address to his Majesty on
the subject of the present War.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of

the Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly, think it our duty, in the pre-

sent situation of public affairs, to express our zeal for the welfare of our country, and
our affectionate regard for a Prince, who is the guardian of liberty, and the father of

his people.

We have beheld, with the strongest feelings of disapprobation, the insidious de-
signs and violent attempts of the French nation to overturn the constitutions and
disturb the peace of most of the other nations in Europe. We are fully sensible,

that, in consequence of the declaration of war by the National Convention of France
against Great Britain, and by the acts of hostility in which they have been engaged,
your Majesty, with the approbation of Parliament, was necessarily led to take vigor-

ous measures for repressing their ambition, and defeating their unjust enterprises.

Though some of the people under our care were deluded by the dangerous prin-

ciples which were industriously propagated, we cari assure your Majesty that the
great body of the members of this National Church continues strongly attached to

your Majesty's person and government, and ardently desirous of the success of those
measures, which, with the blessing of Providence, may transmit our excellent con-
stitution imimpaired to the latest posterity.

Your Majesty has been graciously pleased to express,, by the Lord High Commis-
sioner, the sense which yon entertain of the boldness and zeal with which the mi-
nisters of the Church of Scotland manifested their loyalty upon a late trying occa-
sion ; a mark of your royal approbation which we received with profound respect,

and which affords us the most entire satisfaction, because we are conscious that it is

not misplaced.

Attached by the genius of Presbyterian government to good order, no less than
to ticedom, we have employed all our influence in counteracting the tendency of the

seditious writings which were assiduously circulated, and in warning the people
committed to our care against the busy efforts of designing or deluded men. In the

true spirit of those principles which our fathers, in former seasons of danger and
alarm, strenuously asserted, we shall continue to cherish in the minds of the people
loyalty to our gracious Sovereign, veneration for the British constitution, and obe-
dience to the laws. And having nothing so much at heart as the glory of God, the

honour of your Majesty, and the support of your government, we trust, that while

we approve ourselves the dutiful servants of the Prince of Peace, we shall enjoy the

continuance of your royal protection, and the good opinion of all the true friends of
tlieir country.

\\\\\\e we congratulate your Majesty upon the check which, under Divine Provi-
dence, has already been given to the alarming progress of oUr enemies, we offer our
earnest supplications that the God of battles may continue to bless your fleets and
iinnics with success, and may bring the present war to a speedy and happy termina-
tion, Tliat mutual love and confidence may ever subsist between your iSlajesty and
your subjects ; and that a race of Kings of your royal line, lovers of religion, liberty,

5 o
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and their country, may always sway the sceptre over these lands, are the fervent

prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Thomas Hardy, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1793.

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

(Same as in the years 1784 to 1791.)

VI.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1793 Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. nit., May 27, 1793.

—

Netc Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

vni.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1793.— Overture respecting the Annexation and Suppression of
Parishes.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1793.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 15th day of May 1794.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

II
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 15, 1794.

Sess. 1, May 15, 1794.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 15, 1794 The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly^

presented to them by his 3Iqjesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The uniform experience

which we have had, during so long a course of years, of your unalterable attachment

to our person and government, and of your zealous and prudent attention to the im-

portant objects of your meeting, has not failed to make the deepest impression upon
our mind, and justly calls for our highest commendation ofyour conduct. At the same

time, you may be assured that this so faithful discharge of your duty will ensure to

you the continuance of our undiminished confidence and affection. In declaring our

firm reliance upon that wisdom and discretion which have at all times so eminently

marked your proceedings, we cannot press too earnestly upon your minds the necessity

of redoubling your common efforts to check that prevalent spirit of licentious innova-

tion, by which the present times are so unhappily distinguished, and which threaten

to fill the whole Christian world with violence and confusion. By so doing, you will

contribute the most effectually to promote the great and important ends for which

you are assembled, the maintenance of true religion and virtue, the prosperity of your

Established Church, and the security of those invaluable blessings which you have de-

rived from our happy constitution. We have again appointed our righty trusty and
right well-beloved cousin, David Earl of Lcven, to represent our royal person in this

Assembly, being well satisfied with his upright and faithful conduct in the execution

of that important trust, and not doubting but he must continue to be acceptable to

you, from the affection to the Church of Scotland, and the zeal for the interests of

religion, which he has manifested on so many former occasions. We take this op-

portunity of repeating to you otir earnest exhortations, that you will proceed in the

business before you with that unanimity, charity, and brotherly love, which truly be-

come such an Assembly, and without which no real dignity or utility can attend your

deliberations. Firmly trusting that the Divine Providence will bless your endeavours,

in bringing this meeting to a happy conclusion, we feel the highest satisfaction in

continuing to countenance your meetings with our royal authority, and to assure you

of our fixed determination to maintain the Church of Scotland in the perfect enjoy-

ment of all its just rights and privileges. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 7th day of May 1794, in the thirty-fourth

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Henry Dundas.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
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III. •

Sess, 3, Mail 17, 1794.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We received with the utmost respect and gratitude the gracious letter with which
your Majesty hath been pleased to honour this General Assembly of the Churcli of

Scotland. It affords us the highest satisfaction to be assured tiiat our unalterable

attachment to your person and government, and our attention to the important ob-

jects of our meetins, have, on former occasions, made so favourable an impression on
your royal mind. We regard your Majesty's commendation as a most pleasing re-

compence for our past services, and a most animating inducement to persevere in that

faithful discharge of our dut3% which your Majesty has graciously declared will en-

sure to us the continuance of your undiminished confidence and affection.

Anxious to justify that firm reliance on our wisdom and discretion which your

Majesty hath been pleased to express, we feel ourselves powerfully called upon to

obey your Majesty's paternal ailmoniiion, by redoubling our common efforts to

check that prevalent spirit of licentious innovatian by which the present times are so

unhappily distinguished, and which threaten to fill the whole Christian world with

violence and confusion. By so doing, we are sensible that we shall most effectually

contribute to promote the important ends for which we are assembled, the mainten-

ance of true religion and virtue, the prosperity of our Established Church, and the

security of those invaluable blessings which we have derived from our happy con-

stitution.

The choice which your Majesty has been pleased to make of the Earl of Leven to

represent your royal person in this Assembly, we consider as an additional instance

of your Majesty's favour. The apjirovcd fidelity and loyalty of this noble Lord, that

sincere attachment to the (Jhurcli of Scotland by which he and his ancestors have so

long been distinguished, his amiable character in private I'fe, and the happy ex]ie-

rienee of former Assemblies, render your Majesty's nomination of him most accept-

able to us.

We beg leave to offer our humble and grateful acknowledgments to your Majesty

for your attention to the propagntion of the Protestant religion in the Highlands and
Islands of Scotland; and it shall be our care, by a proper application of the sum
with which your Majesty hath entrusted us for that purpose, to promote the pious

design for which it is bestowed.

Permit us to assure your ilajesty that we shall endeavour to proceed in the busi-

ness before us with that unanimity, charity, and brotherly love, which become us, as

the servants of the Prince of Peace, and without which, we are convinced, that no
real dignity or utility can attend our deliberations. Such conduct, we hope, will in-

duce your ^lajesty to continue to us that countenance with which you have hitherto

been pleased to honour our meetings, and we rely with entire confidence on your

gracious determination to maintain the Church of Scotland in the perfect enjoyment
of all its just rights and privileges.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may direct your Ma-
jesty's councils, and prosper the administration of your government;—that He may
bless our gracious Queen, his Koyiil Highness George Prince of Wales, and all your

Royal Family;—that He may preserve you long to reign in wisdom and felicity over a

free, a loyal, and a virtuous people, and bestow on you hereafter that crown of right-

eousness which fadeth not away, are the prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

PoBEiiT Ai:not, Moderator.
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IV.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 17, 1794.— The General Assembly's dutiful Address to his Majesty, on
the subject of the present IVar.

Most gracious Sovereign,

We, your M.ijesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of

the Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach your
Majesty with sincere sentiments of attachment to your person and government.

In the interesting situation of the affairs of Europe at the present juncture, we !U-e

thankful to Divine Providence for those pledges of security to the British nation

which we enjoy in your Majesty's paternal care, and in the wisdom and vigour of

your councils.

When the rulers of the people of France avowed their hostility to all existiu'r go-
vernments, and, by an unprovoked declaration of war against this country, obliged

your JNiajesty to draw the sword in defence of the constitution, we, your faithful sub-

jects, with full approbation of this necessary exertion of the public force, offered up
our prayers to Heaven for the protection of our country, and have since, without ceas-

ing, continued to implore success to your Majesty's arms.

Fully convinced that our religion, our liberty, our laws, and all that is dear to us,

as men and as Christians, are now at stake, we consider the war with France as the

most important contest in which this nation has ever been engaged, flappy in the

experience of those high blessings we have long enjoyed, we look up with gratitude

to our Sovereign, when he adopts the most effective measures to repel any force which
threatens to endanger or overthrow our unequalled constitution.

Under these impressions, we beg leave to congratulate your Majesty on the success

which has attended your arms, and those of your allies in Europe, and on the con-
quests which have been achieved by your Majesty's forces in the East and West
Indies; and we look foiward with good hope to such further advantages as may en-

able your Majesty to bring the war to a termination, which shall ensure safely to

Britain, and protection from anarchy to other nations.

We cannot without sorrow reflect, that any instances of disaffection should have
occurred among our people, to deserve the just reprehension of the laws. But, from
what we know of the general spirit of the country, it affords us the greatest satisfac-

tion to be able to assure your Majesty, that the sound principles of loyalty, and of

attachment to the constitution in (Jhurch and State, are fixed in the hearts of the

great body of your Majesty's subjects in Scotland. These principles it shall be our
most zealous care to cherish and to promote.

Our prayers and intercessions are offered up to God for our King and country.

May He who rules among the nations give success to the means which are employed
for resisting the progress of disorder and the spirit of impiety and anarch}', which has

gone forth in a neighbouring country. May the Divine blessing attend your fleets

and your armies, and lead them to victory in every quarter. May your 3Iajesty be

long preserved to reign over this nation, and may vour descendants to latest posterity

fill the British throne, and ever prove the faithful guardians of religion, of liberty, of

law, and of the constitution. These are the fervent prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faith-

ful, and most obedient subjects, the ^linisters and Elders met ia

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Robert Arnot, Moderator.
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Sess. 9, Mai/ 24, 1794.— Commission of the General Assemble/ to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—The instructions are the same as last year, with this

addition, viz. :—And in the event of any appeal or complaint taken against the judg-

ment ot ihe Presbytery of Stirling, on the call of Mr Robert Knox, preacher of the

Gospel, presentee to the united parishes of Larbert and Dunipace, or in any other

step of the proceedings in this cause, the Assembly empower their Commission to

judge of such appeals and complaints, and to give such orders as they shall see neces-

sary for carrying on the settlement of the presentee, according to the rules of the

Church. And the General Assembly refer to their Commission to follow out what
is contained in the report of the Committee on the Due Observation of the Lord's day,

granting to them full power to that effect.

VI.

Sess, 9, Maxj 24, 1794.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 24, 1794.

—

Neic Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

( Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 24, 1794.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Annexation and

Suppression of Parishes. *

(See Act 9th, 1792; re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 2\j, 1794.

—

Act and Resolution respecting the Religious Education of
Youth.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, taking into their serious con-

sideration the growth of licentiousness, both in principle and practice, and being fully

persuaded that this evil, wherever it prevails, is in a great measure to be ascribed to

the neglect of the religious education of youth ; and the Assembly being well inform-

ed that the ancient and laudable practice of instructing youth in the principles of re-

ligion, by means of the Holy Scriptures, and the Catechisms received and acknow-

ledged by this Church, has been much neglected in many parochial and other English

and Latin schools, particularly in the cities and towns of this kingdom ; wherefore,

the General Assembly being resolved, as far as in them lies, to provide a remedy for

this evil, did, and hereby do, strictly recpiire and enjoin that all parochial schoolmas-

ters, and other teachers of schools within this Church, shall cause the Holy Bible to

• On the 2Gth, the Assembly agreed that this Overture should be coaverted into an Interim Act Ed. 1843.
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be read, as a regular exercise in their several schools, by the children under their

care. The General Assembly do moreover require and enjoin, that the Shorter Cate-

chism agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, and approved of

by this Church, shall be taught in all parochial and other schools ; and that the

children be required to commit this Catechism to memory, and by frequent repeti-

tion to fix it deep in their minds. And in order that the above regulations may be

carried into effect, the General Assembly, in conformity to many preceding Acts of

Assembly, enjoin all the ministers of this Church to visit and examine, from time to

time, the schools within their respective parishes, and take care that the teachers do
their duty in those respects. And for a farther security in matters of such important

concern, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, ordain all Presbyteries to make
inquiry concerning the obedience given by their several members to this Act ; and
farther, the General Assembly ordain all the Presbyteries of this Church to ap-

point presbyterial visitations of the schools within their respective bounds, at least

once in every year, and exercise that authority which, by the law of the land, as

well as of the Church, is vested in them for obtaining the important end in view. The
General Assembly moreover ordains that this Act shall be printed separately ; and a

copy thereof transmitted to every minister and every parochial schoolmaster within

the bounds of this Church. And finally, that every Presbytery shall report their dili-

gence, in compliance with the terms thereof, upon the back of their commission to

their representatives in the ensuing General Assembly.

X.

Sess, ult., May 26, 1794.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 21st day of May 1795.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1795.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1795.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

I II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1795.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R,, &c.

Note The " Admonition and Information respecting the Profanation of the Lord's Day," whigh appears

In the original edition of the Acts, 1794, will be printed in the Appendi.x.—£</. 1843.
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III.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1795.— The General Assemhlys Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1795.

—

Address to his Majesty on the Nuptials of his Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales with her most Serene Highness Caroline Pi^eess of Brunswick.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful aud loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, beg leave humbly to approacb

the throne, with our warmest conpnUulations on the marriage of His Rnyal Highness

llie Prince of Wales with an amiable Princess of the illustrious House of Brunswick,

—an House from which has sprung a race of kings, under whose auspicious govern-

liicut our national liberty' and prosperity have been secnred and increased.

This important event must, at any time, have been interesting to us, as it flatters

us with the pleasing hope of having your Majesty's royal line extended down to the

latest posterity', and as it contributes to your domestic happiness ; but especially, in the

present period, have we seen, with the most unfeigned joy, your JNlajesty's paternal

wishes so happily fulfilled by this auspicious union, which, having diffused such uni-

versal satisfaction through the whole empire, gives your ^tajesty at once the amplest

j)roof, that you possess unim])aiied the warmest affection of your subjects, and the

strongest security that your Royal Family shall ever retain it.

But while we contemplate with pleasure the increased stability of your Majesty's

throne, and the internal happiness of your people, we cannot turn our eyes on the

jiresent distriicted state of Europe without the most anxious solicitude ; nor behold

the vigorous exertions of this nation under your Majesty's direction, without praying

fervently, as servants of the God of peace, that he may be pleased to bless, with full

and speedy success, the energy of your Majesty's councils aud arms, for the restora-

tion of public tranquillity, entertaining full confidence in your Majesty's wisdom, that

no favourable opportunity shall be lost in procuring the blessing of a safe, honour-

able, and lasting ])eace.

That Almighty God may ever have your Majesty under his peculiar care; that you
may reign long and happily over a free and loyal jjcople : that he may bless our gra-

cious Queen, and all the Royal Family ; that he may bless their Royal Highnesses the

Prince and Princess of Wales, with all domestic felicity, and preserve them in the

paths of religion and virt\ie, and that a race of kings descended from them may sway

the sceptre of these lands to the latest ages, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your ]\Iajesty, your ^Majesty's most dtUiful, most faith-

ful, and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointuient, by

Jabjes Meek, Moderator,

I

Sess. 3, May 23, 1795.

—

Address to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales on the

event of his Marriage.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland, met in the General As-
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sembly, beg leave, respectfully, to approach your Royal Highness with our warmest
congratulations on your marriage with an amiable Princess of the illustrious House
of Brunswick.

Zealously attached to our free and happy constitution in Church and State, we
most cordially rejoice in an event which, while it brings to your Highness so great an
accession of domestic happiness, affords to the British empire an additional security

for the continuance of the many and important blessings it has so long enjoyed, under
the mild and atispicious government of the august House of Hanover.

That your Royal Highness and your amiable Consort may be adorned with all

those virtues which give true dignity and lustre to your exalted station ; that Divine
Providence may bestow upon you a large portion of prosperity and glory, and bless

you with a race of princes to sway the sceptre of these realms over a free, loyal, and
happy people, to latest posterity ; and that, after a long enjoyment of earthly blessings,

you may be received into the mansions of eternal felicity, are the fervent prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, your Royal Highness's most devoted
servants, the IVIinisters and Elders met in this National Assembly
of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and' at our appointment, by

James Meek, Moderator,

VI.

Sess.Z, May 23, 1795.

—

Act enjoining Prayer for Her Royal Hiyhness the Princess

of Wales,

The General Assembly, considering that it hath pleased God to bless this nation

with an addition to the Royal Family, by the happy marriage of his Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, do, therefore, enjoin all the ministers of this Church that they

pray for her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, as well as for his Majesty King
George, his Royal Consort the Queen, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,

and all the Royal Family; and that her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales be
named immediately after the Prince.

VI I.

Sess, 9, May 30i 1795.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.—(The instructions are the same as formerly, omitting

the addition of last year.)

VIII.

Sess, 9, May ZO, 1795.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess, 9j May 30, 1795.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

5f
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X.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1795.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held withia
the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of May 1796.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1796.

1.

Sess. \, May 19, 1796.— The Kiny''s Commission to David Earl of Leven producedy
and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 19, 1796.— The Kinfs most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

IIL

Sess. 3, May 21, 1796.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most graciout

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1796.

—

Address on his Majesty's late Preservation.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal, dutiful, and affectionate subjects, the ministers and

elders of the Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly of this National

Church, beg leave to take this earliest opjiortunity which our annual meeting affords

us, of presenting our most sincere and heartfelt congratulations upon your Majesty's

late Providential deliverance from the attack made by wicked and daring assassins,

—

an attack the more peculiarly disgraceful to the times in which we live, in having

been made upon your sacred person when in the discharge of one of the most import-

ant duties entrusted to your Majesty by the constitution. Impressed, as we have

ever been, with the strongest and most unalterable sentiments of respect and attach-

ment to your Majesty's person and government, we have seen, with the deepest con-

cern and astonishment, the views of the seditious and disaffected manifestly displayed

in an act of such daring atrocity.

We have, however, observed with the highest satisfaction, that the several branches

of the legislature, the constitutional guanlians of the public interest, have concurred

in the adoption of such laws as, we trust, will, under the influence of Divine Provi-

dence, have the effect of ensuring the safety of your Majesty's person, repressing the

machinations of seditious and disaffected men, and of securing the true liberty, hap-

piness, and tranquillity of these kingdoms.

That the manifold advantages which we and our forefathers have long enjoyed

under that form of government administered by your Majesty and the other Princes

of your Illustrious House, may be transmitted entire to the latest posterity, and that
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your Majesty may long continue to reign over a free, loyal, and affectionate people,

are the most earnest prayets of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Wm. Greenfield, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1796.

—

Address to his Majesty on the Birth of a Princess, the

Daughter of the Prince and Princess of Wales.

May it please your jNIajesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loj'al subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met together in the General Assembly, take this first opportu-

nity of congratulating your Majesty on the late increase of the Royal Family, by the

birth of a Princess, the daughter of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess

of Wales,

As our sentiments of duty and affection to your Majesty lead us to take part in

whatever may add to j'our domestic felicity, we cannot fail to rejoice in an event
which gives farther security to the permanent continuance of the crown of these

realms in your Majesty's illustrious family, under whose mild and equitable govern-
ment our happy constitution has been so much strengthened and confirmed, and our
national prosperity so greatly increased.

That Almighty God may bless and long preserve your Majesty to reign over a
happy and affectionate people ;—that he may bless your Royal Consort the Queen,
their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, Princess Caroline, and all

the Royal Family, and that, after reigning long with increasing felicity, you may at

last be rewarded with that crown of glory that fadeth not away, through the merits

of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the earnest prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Wm. Greenfield, Moderator.

VI.

Sess. 7, May 26, 1796.

—

Regulations and Overture respecting the Erection of Chapels

of Ease.

(See Act 5th, 1798.)

VII.

Sess. 9, May 28, 17S6.— Commissiun of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and Buling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate, commission, and appoint,

the Reverend Dr William Greenfield, one of the ministers of the city, and Professor

of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the University of Edinburgh, their Moderator

;

and from the Presbytery of Dornoch, Mr Walter Ross at Clyne, Mr Alexander Sage

at Kildonan, ministers ; Captain Robert Bruce iEneas Macleod of Cad boll, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Tongue, Mr John Thomson at Diurness, Mr Wil-

liam Mackenzie at Tongue, ministers ; Mr William ]\Iaclean, merchant in Edinburgh,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Caithness, Mr William Sutherhird at Wick,

Mr Patrick Nicolson at Thurso, ministers; Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster, Bart., ruling
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elder. From the burgh of Wick, Mr James Home, Writer to the Signet. From the

Presbjtery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderson at Evie, Mr James Watson at South

Ronaldsay, ministers ; Mr Alexander Youngson, Writer to the Signet, ruling elder.

From the burgh of Kirkwall,' Malcolm Laing, Esq., Advocate. From the Presbytery

of Cairston, Mr James Bremner at Walls, Mr John Malcolm at Firth, ministers

;

Mr Richard Richardson, merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery

of North Isles, Mr John Anderson at Stronsay and Eday, Mr Walter Traill at Lady
Parish, ministers; John Grieve, Esq., one of the Commissioners of Excise, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Zetland, Mr James Sands at Tingwall, Mr David

Thomson at Walls, ministers ; Professor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Ur John Erskine, Edinburgh, Dr David John-

ston at North Leith, Mr James Robertson at Ratho, Mr William Moodie, Edinburgh,

Mr Robert Dickson, South Leith, Mr Archibald Bonar at Cramond, ministers;

Lord Mcadowbank, Bailie George Spankie, William Simpson, Esq., cashier to the

Royal Bank, ruling elders. From the city of Edinburgh, the B ight Honourable Sir 1

James Stirling, Bart., Lord Provost of the city, Mr Thomas Hay, Convener of the \

Trades. From the Presbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Hugh Meiklejohn at Abercorn,

Mr Robert Rennie at Boirowstounness, Mr John Sommers at Mid-Calder, Mr John
Bell at Carriden, ministers ; Mr James Taylor, shipmaster, John Meek of Camp-
field, Esq., ruling elders. From the burgh of Linlithgow, Robert Blair, Esq., of

Avontown, his Majesty's Solicitor-General for Scotland. From the burgh of Queens-

ferry, .James Hopkirk, Esq., merchant in Glasgow. From the Presbytery of Big-

gar, Mr Bernard Halden at Glenholm, Mr John Ritchie at Dunsyre, Mr Robert

Anderson at Symington, -ministers ; John Dickson of Culter, Esq., Advocate, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr William Welsh at Drummelzier, Mr
William Marshall at Manner, ministers; James Montgomery, Esq., Advocate, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inveresk, Mr
Thomas Maccourty at Pennycnik, Mr Leslie Moodie at Newton, ministers; the

Right Honourable the Lord Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Hadding-
|

ton, Mr Hugh Cunningham at Tranent, Mr George Hamilton at Gladsmuir, Mr
I

George Murray at North Berwick, ministers; the Most Honourable George Mar-
quis of Tweeddale, ruling elder. From the burgh of Haddington, Mr William Cun-
ningham, merchant in Haddington. From the burgh of North Berwick, Sir Hew
Hamilton Dalrymple, Bart. From the Presbytery of Dunbar, Dr Patrick Carfrae at

Dunbar, Mr James Williamson at Whitekirk, ministers; John Anderson, Esq., of

"Windygoul, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunse, iMr Selby Ord at Long-
formacus, Mr Alexander Girvan at Langton, ministers; Matthew Sandilands, Esq.,

Clerk to the Signet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Chirnside, Mr James
Landales at Coldinghan")', Mr Robert Scott at Coldstream, ministers; George Buchan,

Esq., of Kelloe, ruling;;^lder. From the Presbytery of Kelso, Mr Andrew Bell at

Roxburgh, Mr William' Blackie at Yetholm, ministers; Sir James Pringle of Stitchell,

Bart., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr William Scott at South-

clean, Mr John Hunter at Oxnam, Mr James Rutherford at Hownam, ministers;

Captain John Rutherford of Mosburnford, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Lauder. Mr Laurence Johnston at Earlston, Mr James Baird at Legerwood, mini-

sters; Colonel John Pringle of Georgefield, ruling elder. From the burgh of Lau-

der, the Right Honourable James Earl of Lauderdale. From the Presbytery of

Selkirk, Mr William Campbell at Lilliesleaf, Mr Charles Paton at Ettrick, ministers;

Mark Pringle, Esq., of Clifton, ruling elder. From the burgh of Selkirk, Alexan-

der (Cunningham, Esq., younger of Hyndhopc. From the Presbytery of Annan, Mr
James Yorston at Hoddam, Mr Thomas Smith at Cummertrees, ministers; Joseph

Norris of Newfield, Esq. ruling elder. From the burgh of Annan, Charles Hope, Esq.,

Advocate. From the Presbytery of T.angholm, Mr John Russell at Canonbie, Mr Wil-

liam Brown at Eskdaleiiuiir. ministers; Mr James Robertson, Writer to the Signet,!

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lochmabcn, Mr Thomas Henderson at Dryfes-

dalc, Mr William Sibbald at Johnston, Mr William Wightman at Dalton, ministers;

William Tail, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the burgh of Lochmaben, Mr
William Johnston, writer in Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Penpont, Mr
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William Keyden at Penpont, jNlr James Keydcn at Keir, ministers ; Mr William

Carson, merchant in Closeburn, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dumfries,

I\Ir Alexander Scott at Dumfries, Mr William Macmorine at Caerlaverock, Mr Theo-

dore Edo-ar Keyden at Terrcagles, ministers; Thomas Crichton, Esq., Advocate, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Dr John Scott at Twynholm, Dr Ro-

bert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, Mr John Johnston at Crossmichael, ministers; James

Gordon, younger of Culvenan, Esq., ruling elder. From the burgh of Kirkcud-

brio-ht, Horatius Cannan, Esq., of Barley. From the burgh of New Galloway, Mr
Robert Heron, preacher of the Gospel. From the burgh of Wigton, Mr John Jaf-

fray, writer in Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Stranraer, Mr Anthony Stewart

at Newluce, Mr William Rose at Kirkcolm, ministers; Thomas Adair, Esq., of

Genoch, ruling elder. From the burgh of Stranraer, Thomas Smith, Esq., one of

the Principal Ckrks to the Bills. From the Presbytery of Ayr, Dr William M'Quhae
at St Quivox, Mr John Shepherd at Muirkirk, Mr Robert Duncan at Dundonald,

Mr James Thomson at Girvan, Mr William Ritchie at Tarbolton, ministers ; Lord

Glenlee, Thomas Kennedy, Esq., of Dunure, ruling elders. From the burgh of Ayr,

George Fergusson, Esq., Advocate. From the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr Alexander

Miller at Kilmaurs, Mr Robert Urquhart at Kilbimie, Mr Robert Macvey at Beith,

ministers ; the Honourable Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, ruling elder. From the

burgh of Irvine, David Boyle, Esq., Advocate. From the Presbytery of Paisley, Mr
Walter Young at Erskine, Mr John Monteith, junior, at Neilston, Mr George Mac-
latchie at Mearn?, Mr Stevenson Macgill at Eastwood, ministers ; Hugh Jameson,

Esq., eldest magistrate of Paisley, Robert Davidson, Esq., Advocate, ruling elders.

From the Presbytery of Hamilton, Dr James Meek at Cambuslang, Dr Alexander

Hutchison at Hamilton, Mr Patrick Macbeth at Glassford, ministers; Professor

George Jardine, Glasgow, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lanark, Mr James

Fergusson at Pittenain, Mr Joseph Henderson at Wiston, miiNsters; .James Miller,

Esq., of Hallhill, Advocate, i-uling elder. From tl>e Presbytery of Glasgow^ Dr Wil-

iiam Taylor at Glasgow, Mr William Dun at Kirkintulloch, Mr David Dow at Cath-

cart, Mr John Pollock at Govan, ministers ; Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Bart., John

Corbet, Esq., of Tolcross, ruling elders. From the city of Glasgow, John Dunlop,

Esq., of Rosebank, Lord)Provost of the city. From the University of Glasgow, Dr
Hugh Macleod, Professor of Ecclesiastical History. From the burgh of Rutherglen,

James Davidson, Esq., Writer to the Signet. From the Presbytery of Dumbarton,

Mr James Graham at Kil'earn, Dr John Stuart at Luss, Mr John Gillespie at Ar-

rochar, ministers ; the Right Honourable Hay Campbell, Lord President of the

Court of Session, ruling elder. From the burgh of Dumbarton, Archibald Camp-
bell, Esq-, younger of Succoth. From the Presbytery of Dunoon, Mr Charles

Stewart at Strachur, Mr Dugald Macdougall at Lochgoilhead, ministers ; .John La-

mont of Lamont, Esq., ruling elder. From the burgh of Rothesay, William Macleod

Eannatyne, Esq., of Kames. From the burgh of Campbelton, William Campbell,

Esq. of Fairfield. From the burgh of Inverary, Humphrey Traford (Campbell, Esq,,

younger of Ashnish. From the Presbytery of Lorn, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kil-

ninver, Dr Joseph Macintyre at Glenorchy, ministers; John Campbell, Esq, of

Lochend, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of ^lull, Mr Alexander Carcpbell at

Ardnamurchan, Mr Archibald MaccoU at Tir'ce, ministers; Allan Macdougal of Hay-

field, Esq., rulmg elder. From the Presbytery of Dunkeld, ]Mr William Innerarity

at Caputh, Mr Alexander Niven at Dunkeld, Mr Colin Macvean at Kenmore, Mr
Hugh Macdougall at Killln, ministers ; Thomas Elder, Esq^, of Forneth, David

Stewart, Esq., merchant in Leith, ruling elders. From the Presbytery af Perth, Mr
,John Inglis at Tibbermuir, Mr James Beatson at Dunbarnie, Mr William Aitkin at

Scone, Mr David Dow, junior, at Errol, ministers; Archibald Campbell, Esq.,

younger of Clathick, Mr Alexander Beatson, Writer to the Signet, ruling elders.

From the Presbytery of Stirling, Mr Robert Moodie at Clackmannan, Mr Robert

Knox at Larbert and Dunipace, ministers ; Burnet Bruce, Esq., Advocate, ruHng

elder. From the Presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr John Baird at Dunning, Mr
William Graham at Fossaway, Mr Andrew Duncan at Auchterarder, ministers; Peter

Murray, Esq., younger of Ochtertyre, Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presby-
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tery of Dunblane, Mr Robert Stirling at Dunblane, Mr Patrick Murray at Kilmadock,
tninisters; Professor William Richardson, Glasgow, ruling elder. From the Presby-

tery of Dunfermline, Mr Archibald Smith at Kinross, Mr Allan Maclean at Dun-
fermline, Mr Andrew Robertson at Invcrkeithing, ministers; Sir Charles Preston of

Valleyfield, ruling elder. From the burgh of Culross, George Abercromby, Esq.,

Advocate. From the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr George Willis at Leslie, Mr John
Thomson at Markinch, Mr George Gib at AVemyss, ministers ; Alexander Park of

Lochore, Esq., ruling elder. From the burgh of Dysart, j\Ir Alexander Whyte, ship-

master. From the Presbytery of Cupar, Mr Robert Bogie at Logic, Mr Robert Mac-
cuUoch at Dairsie, Dr Thomas Stewart at Newburgh, Mr Lawrence Adamson at

Cupar, ministers ; George Greenlaw, Esq., of Hilton, Mr David Simpson in Dunbog,
ruling elders. From the burgh of Cupar, ALiior John Melville of Cairnie. From
the Presbytery of St Andrews, Dr John Adamson at St Andrews, Mr Thomas Kettle

at Leuchars, Mr Andrew Bell at Crail, Mr David Williamson at Ferry- Port-on- Craig,

ministers; Lieut.-Colonel Ale.xiH/dcr Monypenny of Pitmilly, Professor Henry David
Hill, St Andrews, ruling elders. From the burgh of St Andrews, the Honourable Henry
Erskine, Advocate. From the University of St Andrews, Dr George Hill, Principal of

St Mary's College. From the burgh of Crail, Mr Thomas Weir, writer in Edinburgh.

From the Presbytery of Meigle, Mr James Ogilvie at Essie, Mr Alexander Thomson at

Ivintrathan, Mr Colin Symers at Alyth, ministers; Sir William Ramsay of Banff,

Baronet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Forfar, i\Ir David Fernie at Kin-
nettles, Mr Jaiiics Mitchell at Aberlemno, ministers; Mr John Moncreiff, apothecary

in Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the burgh of Forfar, Robert Graham, Esq., of

Fintrie. From the Presbytery of Dundee, Mr Walter Tait at Lundie and Foulis,

Mr Patrick Macvicar at Dundee, Mr James Scott at Auchterhouse, ministers ; George
Paterson, Esq., of Castlehuntly, ruling elder. From the burgh of Dundee, James
L'Amy, Esq., Advocate, younger of Dnnkenny. From the Presbytery of Aberbro-

thock, 3Ir John Gowans at Lunan, Mr William Milligan at Knkdcn, ministers ; Mr
Thomas Milne, merchant, Canongate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Brechin,

Mr Robert Hannah at Strickathrow, Mr James Mitchell at Montrose, Mr Andrew
Fergnsson at Maryton, ministers ; James Wauchopc, Esq., younger of Edmonston,

Advocate, ruling elder. From the burgh of Brechin, Adam Gillies, Esq., Advocate.

From the Presbytery of Fordonn, Mr Alexander I'ham at Glenborvie, Mr James
Leslie at Fordonn, I'Vlr George Cook at Laurencekirk, minister.s; John Burnet, Esq.,

Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Aberdeen, Dr George Gordon at

Aberdeen, Mr George jMorison at Baiichory-Dcvcnick, Mr Alexander John Forsyth

at Belhclvie, Mr Alexander Simpson at Old Machar, ministers ; William Robertson,

Esq., Advocate, Procurator for the Church, John Gordon, Esq., of Craig, ruling el-

dors. From the Presbytery of Kincardine-O'Ncil, Mr Robert Farquharson at Logie

Coldstone, Mr Alexander Mearns at Clnny, ^Ir Alexander llobcrlson at Coul, mini-

sters ; William rklacdonald, Esq., of Reneaton, ruling elder. From the Presbytery

of Alford, Mr John Harper at Kildrunnny, Dr George Minty at Kinnethmont, Mr
.)ohn Gordon at Cabrach, ministers; James Gordon, Esq., younger of Craig, ruling

elder. From the Pi-esbytery of Ellon, Mr Alexander Cock at Cruden, Mr George

Pirie at Slains, ministers. From the Presbytery of Garioch, Mr Thomas Tait at

Meldrum, iMr Alexander Duff at jNIonynnisk, Mr William Cock at Culsalmond, mi-

nisters; William Gor.ion, Esq., younger of Rothncy, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Deer, Mr John Lundie at Lonmay, Mr William Cumin at Rathen, Mr
William Eraser at Tyrie, ministers ; Mv John Taylor, Writer to the Signet, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Turriff, Jlr John Falconer at Fyvic, Mr Robert Gor-

don at Drumblade, ministers ; Mr Archil);dd Miln, Writer to the Signet, ruling el-

der. From the Presbytery of Fordyce, Mr Robert Grant at CuUen, Mr Alexander'

Gray at Ordiquhill, ministers; Mr George Andrew, writer in Edinburgh, ruling el-

der.' From tlie bura;h of Banff, George Cranstoun of Dcwar, Esq. From the Pres-

bytery of Str.uhbogie, Mr James ?.Ii!n at Rhynic, Mr Francis Forbes at Grange, mi-

nisters ; Mr Baron Gordon, ruluig elder. From the Presbytery of Aberlour, Mr
George Cruikshank at Rothes, Mr William Spenceat Liveraven, ministers; the Hon-
ourable Arthur Duff, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Abernethy, Mr Lewis

f
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Grant at Cromdale, Mr John Anderson at Kingussie, ministers; Dr Gregory Grant,

I physician in Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Presbyterj' of Elgin, Mr James
Gillan at Speymouth, Mr William M'Bain at Alves, ministers; Mr Thomas Gor-

don, Writer to the Signet, ruling elder. From the burgh of Elgin, Mr Francis Nicol,

preacher of the Gospel. From the Presbytery of Forres, Mr William Stephen at

Rafford, Mr John Hoyes at Kinloss, ministers ; George Cuming of Relugas, Esq.,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Nairn, Mr John jMorrison at Nairn, Mr John
Paterson at Auldearn, ministers; Mr Alexander Grant, Writer to the Signet, ruling-

elder. From the Presbytery of Inverness, Mr Alexander Fraser at Inverness, J\Ir

Hugh Mackay at Moy, ministers ; Simon Fraser of Faraline, Esq., ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Chanonry, Mr Roderick JIackenzie at Kilmuir Wester, Mr Robert

Smith at Cromarty, ministers ; Convener John Lindsay of Edinburgh, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Tain, Mr John Mathison at Kilmuir Easter, Mr Thomas
Urquhart at Rosskeen, ministers ; Charles Ross, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Dingwall, Mr John Fraser at Kilmorack, Mr Charles Calder at

Urquhart, ministers ; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, Writer to the Signet, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Abertarff, Mr Thomas Ross at Kilmanivaig, Mr James
Grant at Urcpihart, ministers. From the Presbytery of Skye, Mr Martin Macpherson
at Slate, Mr ^lalcolm Macleod at Snizort, ministers ; the Right Honourable Alex-

ander Lord Macdonald, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Uisl,Dr John Macleod at

Harris, Mr Edmund Macqueen at Barra, ministers ; Hector Macdonald Buchanan,

Esq., Writer to the Signet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lochcarron, Mr
John Macrae at Glenshiell, Mr Alexander Downie at Lochalsh, ministers ; Bailie

Daniel Miller, Canongate, ruling elder. And the General Assembly added thereto,

Dr Henry Grieve, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator ; to

be commissioners of this General Assembly, &c.

VIIL

Sess. 9, 3Iay 28, 1796.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majestifs

Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c

IX.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1796.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

X.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1796.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th day of May
1797.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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THK PRmCIPAL ACTS OF THE' GENERAL ASSEMBLY', CONVENE© AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1797.

I.

Sess. \,May 18,. 1797.— The Kinff's Commission to David Earlof Leven and Melville

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. I, May 18, 1797.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. Z,. May 20, IIQI.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

I

IV.

Sesa, 6, May 24, 1797 Address to his Majesty on the Marriage ofher Royal Highness

the Princess-Royal with his Serene Highness the Hereditary Prince of Wirtemberg.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach your throne

with our most respectful congratulations on the marriage of her Royal Highness the

Princess-Royal of Great Britain, your Majesty's eldest daughter, with his Serene

Highness the Hereditary Prince of Wirtemberg Stutgard.

While we sincerely rejoice in every event that may increase your Majesty's domes-

tic comfort, and enlarge the sphere of your paternal affections, we regard every e»-

tensLon ofyour Royal Family as an additional security to our religion and liberties.

Note. THe Assembly of 1796 had under their consideration certain Overtures relative to the diffusion"

of the Gospel. The following notice of the subject appears in the Abridgment of the Assembly's Proceed--

ings for that year :
" The Assembly proceeded to consider the Overtures from the Synods of Fife and

Moray, relative to the diffusion of the Gospel. After reasoning, a motion was made and seconded, ' That

the General Assembly are of opinion, that the object proposed in the Overtures is of the highest import-

ance ; but in respect the facts and circumstances, which are necessary for the General Assembly to come

to any resolution upon this subject at present, are not sufficiently explained and instructed; therefore,

the Assembly appoint a- committee to take the subject of them into consideration, and report the result of

their inquiries to the next General Assembly.' And, after farther reasoning, another motion was made

and seconded, ' That the General Assembly, having considered the Overtures, and judging it highly in-

expedient, at this time, to appoint a collection over Scotland, by the authority of the General Assembly

;

and not considering the circumstances of the times as favourable for the General Assembly's adopting any

particular measure, in relation to the object of the Overtures, dismiss the same. At the same time, recom-

mend to all the members of the Church of Scotland, in their different stations, to take every competent

method of promoting, within the sphere of their influence, the knowledge of the Gospel, a just sense of the

inestimable benefits which it conveys to all who embrace it, and the practice [of those virtues, by which

Christians make their light to shine before others. And while they'offer their fervent prayers to Almighty

God lor the fulfilment of his promise, in giving his Son the Heathen for an inheritance, they resolve that

they will embrace, with zeal and with thankfulness, any favourable opportunity of contributing, by their

exertions, to the propagation of the Gospel of Christ, which Divine Providence may hereafter open.' The

Assembly agreed to the following state of a vote,— Appoint or Dismiss,—and the roll being called, and

votes marked, it carried Dismiss. Therefore, the Assembly dismissed the Overtures in terms of, and

with the recommendation contained in,. the second motion accordingly."

—

Ed. 1843..
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In the present situation of public affairs, so deeply interesting to the British em-
pire, we feel it to be our duty to renew the warmest expressions of our steady and

zealous attachment to your Majesty's sacred person, and to that constitution which

was established by the wisdom and virtue of our forefathers, has been improved under

your royal ancestors, and is so happily administered by your Majesty, for the security

of those laws which give e(pial protection to all your subjects, and for the advance-

ment of national prosperity. VVe have the satisfaction of assuring your Majesty, that

the great body of the people under our care concur with us in the same sentiments

of loyalty, and in the same reverence for the laws and institutions of our country ;

and that there is no abatement of that spirit which has produced so many voluntary

and o-enerous exertions for the preservation of inteijial order, for the defence of those

realms ao^ainst the secret machinations and open violence of foreign enemies, and for

the support of national honour. They continue to feel and to act as becomes Britons,
"

ready to sacrifice every private consideration in behalf of their beloved Sovereign, of

the independence of their country, and of their religion and liberties.

While our people patiently and cheerfully endure the inevitable toils and burdens

of a war, they join with us in cherishing the pleasing hope of peace, when peace cau

be obtained on terms fair and honourable, such as will give full security for the many
blessino-s by which your Majesty's subjects are distinguished. For the attainment of

which most desirable object, we rely, under God, with the most entire confidence on

the wisdom and vigour of your Majesty's councils.

That Almighty God, whose Providence rules the nations, and determines the issues

of war, may, by the means which he hath chosen, and at his appointed time, turn

the hearts of our enemies ; that he may diffuse a spirit of union and loyalty among all

your Majesty's subjects ; that he may prosper the measures of government, and may
continue to bless the British empire under the light of his countenance ; and that

your Majesty may long reign over a free, happy, and affectionate people, are the ear-

nest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful, and
most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Adamson, Moderator.

Sess, 8, May 26, 1797.

—

Regulations and Overture respecting: the Erection of Chapels

of Ease.

(Re-transmitted.)

VI.

Sess, 9, May 27, 1797.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1797.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-

jesty's Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

5q
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VIII.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1797.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ttlt,, Mag 29, 1797 Overture respecting the attendance of Students on the

» Divinity Hall.*

The committee on the overture from the Synod of Aberdeen, respecting the attend-

ance of Students on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated on the said over.J

ture, report to the venerable Assembly, that, in their opinion, it ought to be expressH

ed in the following terms, viz. :
—" It isovertured, that Students in Divinity who pur-

pose to prosecute their studies for six sessions, should be recpiired to give as mucb
partial attendance, during the currency of those sessions, in the Divinity Halls which

they respectively attend, as shall, in the whole, amount to six months."

The General Assembly approved of the above report, and ordered the same to be

transmitted, as an overture, for the consideration of Presbyteries.

X.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1797.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May 1798»

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl, Scut.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1798.

I.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1798.— Tlie King's Commission to David Earl of Leven and Melville

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1798.— Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them hy his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The experience of many
years authorises us to repose the fullest confidence in the wisdom of your counsels

* This Overture was transmitted for four successive years, but in 1801 it was agreed that it should not

be again sent down to Presbyteries.

—

Ed. 1843.

'
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and measures, and the temper of j'our minds, and calls upon us fo repeat those as-

surances of our paternal affection towards yon so justly due to your venerable body.

We are firmly persuaded, that our entire kingdom will derive the greatest ad-

van I ages from the deliberations of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

At the same time, we trust that your proceedings will continue to be distinguished

by that gravity and calmness, by" that loyal attachment to our person, by that love

for the people committed to your charge, and that spirit of Christian charity, one to-

wards another, which cannot fail to confer dignity on yourselves, and to give au-

thority to your decisions.

We recommend it to you, most earnestly, to persevere in your attention to the ad-

vancement of piety, and the practice of all Christian duties, both moral and positive;

to the preservation of sound doctrine, and the checking those loose notions, both in

faith and morality, which ;u-e the disgrace of these times, and which, unless timely

counteracted, must operate to the destroying of all good principles in the hearts of

men, to the dissolving all the bands of society, and to the provoking of the dis-

pleasure of Almighty God.
We have again constituted and appointed our right trusty and right well-beloved'

cousin, David Earl of Levcn and Melville, to be our Commissioner, and to repre-

sent our royal person in this Assembly. We know his ardent zeal for the great cause

«f religion, and the steady regard which has ever filled his mind for the peace and

l)rosperity of the Church of Scotland, and, therefore, we do, with the greater satisfac^

tion, repose in his faithful hands the execution of this important trust.

We avail ourselves of this fresh opportunity of assuring you of our full determina-

tion to maintain and preserve the Church of Scotland in the complete enjoyment of

all its just rights and privileges ; and we do solemnly adjure you to reflect upon and

fulfil, conjointly and individually, all those various duties which the well-being of

the establishment, the interests of civil society, aTid religion itself, so forcibly, at this

awful moment, demand. And so wo bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the llth day of May 1798, in the thirty-eigRtUi

ycixr of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,
Portland.

Addressed thus

:

—To tke Right Reverend and Well-beloved,, the Moderator,

,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of tlie Church, of Scotland...-

III.

Si;ss. 3, May 19, 1798.— The General Assemhhi's.^nstcer f@' tSleKin^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious letter to this meeting of the- General Assembly of
ihe Church of Scotland was received with the high«'St respect.

The full confidence which your Majesty is please>d to repose in tKe wisdom of our
proceedings, and the renewed assurances of your pal ernal affection, are most endear-
ing testimonies of your royal favour, and fill our minds with the warmest gratitude

to our beloved Sovereign.

The persuasion your Majesty has condescended to express of the great advantages
which will result to your entire kingdom from the deliberations of the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland, is a most jwwerful incitement to us, in all our
proc2cdings, to conduct ourselves with that gravity and calmness, and that loyal at-

tachment to your sacred ]>erson ; and to cultivate that love for the people committed
to our charge, and that spirit of Christian charity, one towards another, which will

best secure tlve dignity of our order, and give authority to our decisions.

Feeling, as we do, the utmost abhorrence of those loose notions, both in faith and
morality, which are the disgrace of these limes; and animated by an ardent zeal to
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counteract their pernicious influence, we listen, with profound reverence, to your

royal recommendation ; and shall steadily persevere ia our exertions for the pre-

servation of sound doctrine, and for the advancement of genuine piety, and the

practice of all Christian duties, both moral and positive; in the humble hope that

we may thus prove the means of averting the displeasure of Almighty God, and of

promoting the happiness of j'our Majesty's subjects, by contributing to the main-

tenance of pure religion, of good government, and of social order.

Your Majesty's knowledge of the ardent zeal of the Earl of Leven and Melville in
,

the great cause of religion, and of his steady regard for the peace and prosperity of
J

the Church of Scotland, and the long and pleasing experience we have had of his

'

fidelity in the discharge of the duties of that high and important trust with which he

is now invested, render the re-appointment of him to represent your royal person pe-

culiarly acceptable to this Assembly.

Your royal donation for propagating Christian Knowledge in the Highlands and
;

Islands of Scotland, we receive as a continued proof of your Majesty's paternal con- I

earn for the spiritual as well as temporal interests of your subjects; and we shall I

Btudy, by a wise and faithful application of it, to promote the pious and benevolent
]

purpose for which it is granted.

We rely, with perfect confidence, on the fresh assurance of your Majesty's de-

termination to maintain and preserve the Church of Scotland in the complete enjoy-

1

ment of all its just rights and privileges. Deeply affected with the impressive charge

of our Sovereign, who, with paternal affection, solemnly adjures us to reflect upon
our sacred obligations, we pledge ourselves to your Majesty, that, through the help

of God, we will, both conjointly and individually, fulfil all those various duties which

the well-being of the establishment, and the interests of civil society and of religion

do, at this awful moment, so forcibly demand.

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may long preserve your sacred

person, direct your councils, and crown your undertakings with abundant success

;

that He may bless our most gracious Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and

all the Royal Family ; that there may never be wanting one of your royal house to sit

on the throne of these kingdoms to latest ages ; and that, after a long, useful, and

happy reign, you may exchange an earthly for a heavenly crown, are, and shall be,

the smcere prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Taylor, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 22, 1798.

—

Address to his Majesty on the present Situation of Public

Affairs,

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of

the Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, beg leave to embrace this

opportunity of approaching your throne, in order to express the sentiments which we
feel on occasion of the arduous contest in which this nation is engaged with a neigh-

bouring hostile power.

During former times of tranquillity and peace, the ministers of this Church had
always studied to confirm the people under their charge in principles of loyalty

to your Majesty's person and govcrnmsut, and to inspire them with veneration for

that happy constitution, civil and sacred, with which we have long been blessed.

Now, when the day of trial is come, it is with the utmost satisfaction we behold the
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happy effects of those sentiments which we have long endeavoured to instil. We
behold the great body of the people, in this country, united in zealous attachment to

your Majesty's government, and in resolute endeavours to defend their ancient

rights against every invader. We have the happiness of expressing to your Majesty

our firm persuasion, that the spirit of the coimtry is now fully roused among all

ranks of men. They are sensible that all that is sacred to them as Christians, and

dear to them as men, is at stake ; and that, in resisting their impious and outrageous

foes, they are not only defending a Sovereign whom they love and revere, and sup-

porting a constitution under which they have long been happy, but defending, at the

same time, their own families, their persons, and property. We can assure your Ma-
jesty that, on our part, nothing shall he wanting to cherish these patriotic dispositions,

to stimulate the general ardour in the pubhc cause, and to promote every measure

which the wisdom of your councils shall deem necessary for the security of the

realm.

We beg leave to congratulate your Majesty on the brilliant successes with which
it has pleased the Almighty already to bless your arms in various quarters.

Trusting to that gracious aid of Heaven, which has so often signally supported the

British throne, and defeated the attempts of unjust and violent enemies, we entertain

the firmest hopes that the insolent menaces of our present foes shall be completely

baffled, and that an honourable and lasting peace shall terminate the contest in which

your Majesty and the nation are now engaged.

That the God of battles may continue to bless your Majesty's fleets and armies

;

that He may speedily give a check to the ambition and anarchy of those tyrannical

rulers who have disturbed the peace of so many surrounding nations : that He may
long preserve your Majesty's precious and important life, and still increase the lustre

and prosperity of your reign over a loyal and grateful people, shall ever be the fervent

prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Taylor, Moderator,

V.

Sess. 6, May 23, 1798.

—

Act and Regulations respecting the JErecfion of Chapels of
Ease.

The General Assembly, judging it expedient that no Chapel of Ease should he

erected without the knowledge and approbation of the General Assembly, unani-

mously did, and hereby do, ordain, that in future, if any petition shall be laid before

any Presbytery of this Church for the erection of a Chapel of Ease, the said Pres-

bytery shall sU-ictly observe the following regulations :

—

" That in future, when a petition shall be laid before any Presbytery of this

> Church for the erection of a Chapel of Ease, it shall lie upon the table till their next

ordinary meeting ; and at that meeting, unless it shall appear to the Presbytery,

from the circumstances in which the petition is offered, that the erection of the said

' Chapel of Ease is unnecessary and inexpedient, they shall cite the minister and kirk-

session of the parish within which the chapel is intended ; and shall summon, by
edictal citation, the heritors of the parish; and if there is a burgh in the parish, the

magistrates of that burgh, to attend the next meeting of Presbytery, and to appear

for their interest in the subject of the petition, if they shall see cause.: That such

Presbytery, after having heard the parties, shall sufficiently ascertain the circum-

stances on which the petition is founded,—the facts stated as reasons for the nc-

'.cessity or expediency of the chapel intended,—the general plan of the chapel itself,

—
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the estimate of the expense to be incurred in completing it,—the scheme laid down
for discharging the debts which it may be necessary to contract,—the plan on which

it is proposed to dispose of the collections to be made at the chapel,—the names and
designations of the persons in whom the property is to be vested,—the mode pro-

posed for the election of the minister,—the stipend to be provided to him,—and the

security offered for the regular payment of the stipend. That such Presbytery shall

thereafter report the whole above mentioned circumstances of the case, from their

minutes, to the next meeting of the General Assembly, and shall not pronounce any

final judgment on the petition, till they shall have received the special directions of

the Assembly thereon ;—and that it shall be competent for the petitioners, and for all

parties having interest, to be heard on the subject at the bar of the Assen>bly."

VI.

Sess. 8, May 25, 1798.— Overture respecting the course of University Education to he

observed by Students, previous to their entering the Divinity Hall.*

Whereas it has been represented, that students intended for the holy ministry do
stimetimes hurry over their course of philosophy in two sessions of the university,

it is overtured, that it be recommended to students, previous to their entering a

Divinity Hall, to study literature and philosophy at a university during a course of

five complete sessions, in the following order, viz. :

—

Session \st, Humanity or I^atin, with the elements of Greek, in the first Humanity
and Greek classes.

Session 2d, Latin and Greek, in the higher Humanity and Greek classes, with

the elements of Mathematics.

Session 5d, Logic, with Greek and Mathematics in the higher classes. i

(SfMwn 4<A,1 Natural and Moral Philosophy, but not both in the same session; ||

Session 5th, j together with Latin again, or Greek, or Mathematics, in one or more '"

of the higher classes.

But that it shall be expressly enacted, that no Professor of Divinity shall admit

any student into the Divinity Hall, until he produce certificates of his having studied

at a university during three complete sessions, in the following classes, viz. :^Logic,
together with Greek in the higher Greek class, and Natural and Moral Philosophy

;

it being, in this case, understood that such students are well grounded in Latin and

the elements of Greek, previous to their entering the University*

VH.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1798.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIH.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1798.— Com.mission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation ofthe Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

• This Overture was sent down to Presbyteries this and the two following years; but in 1801 it was

agreed that it should not be re-transmitteil,

—

Ed. 1843.
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IX.

Sess, 7tU, May 28, 1798.

—

Neio Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

X.

Sess. uit., May 28, 1798.— Overture respecting the Attendance of Students on the

Divinitg Hall.

(Re-transmitted.)

XL

Sess. nit., May 28, 1798 Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 23(1 day of ]\Iay 1799.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

Sess. 7, May 24, 1798.

—

Regulations adopted by the General Assembly, 1798, for a

new Gaelic Chapel in the City of Glasgow.

I. That the property of the house shall, for behoof of the congregation, be vested

in Donald Munro, merchant, John I\Iacintosh, manufacturer, and the other peti-

tioners, trustees and n)anagers of said chapel, and their successors in office.

II. That the house shall be used only as a Chapel of Ease, and that it shall not

be competent to elect any minister or preacher to officiate therein but a licentiate of

the Church of Scotland, or a person who is an ordained minister according to the

rules of this Church ; and who, before his ordination or admission, shall produce a cer-

tificate of his having taken the oaths to government, according to law ; and that the

minister of the Chapel of Ease shall be under the jurisdiction of the Presbytery

within whose bounds the chapel lies, subject to censure or deposition by the Presby-

tery, and not removeable but according to the rules of the Church relating to mini-

sters on the Establishment ; and that the congregation which meets in said chapel

shall remain subject to the jurisdiction of the Church of Scotland, and her different

judicatories.

III. That the funds arising from the seat-rents shall be under the management of the

said Donald Munro, John Macintosh, and the other trustees and managers of the said

chapel, and their successors in office, and shall be applied, in the first place, to the

payment of the minister's stipend, precentor, and church-officer; and that, if there is

any overplus, it shall be converted into a sinking fund, out of which, as soon as the

present debt of the chapel shall be paid, the stipend of the minister may, from time to

time, be augmented.

IV. That the conduct of the managers, in the administration of the funds of the

chapel, shall be under the inspection and control of the Presbytery of Glasgow;

and, if the Presbytery shall see cause to summon them, the managers shall attend the

Presbytery, upon a citation of ten free days.

V. That the present managers shall supply any vacancy that may happen in their

number during the space of five years; that at the end of every five years there shall

be a new election of managers, by the same persons, and in the same manner, as shall

hereafter be directed in the case of the election of a minister.
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VL That the managers shall be liable and give security for the minister's stipend,

which shall be payable half-yearly or quarterly, as may be most convenient for the

managers.

VII. That the minister's stipend shall not be under seventy pounds sterling yearly.

VIIL That collections be made regularly at the chapel-doors, or in- the chapel, and

that the sum arising therefrom shall be, bona fide, paid into the hands of the treasurer

of the General Sessions of Glasgow, and applied by them for the support of the poor

of the said city.

IX. That the minister first chosen is to be elected by a majority of the managers,

and all future elections shall be made only by those who possess seats in the chapel;

and to prevent all confusion and faction, those of each pew shall name one of their

imuibcr, on the day preceding the election, who shall vote for the minister ; and the

name of the person so nominated, with the number who occupy the pew, shall be im-

mediately given in to the managers ;
provided always, that where a whole seat is set

to one sitter, for himself, or his family, or others, he alone shall have the vote for such

pew ; that previous to any election the managers shall cause intimation to be made
to the congregation in the chapel of the time fixed for the election, at least ten days

previous to the time so fi.xed, that, in the meantime, the vote for each pew, where

there are more sitters than one, shall be vested in one person. That the preses of the

managers for the time being shall preside at such election, and the candidate having

the majority of votes shall be preferred, and certified by the said preses; in conse-

quence of which, the reverend Presbytery shall be requested to proceed to his trials

and ordination or admission, according to the rules of the Church. That in any future

vacancy, if no day of election shall be fixed by the managers within the space of six

months, then it shall be in the power of the Presbytery to fix a day of election, by
giving due previous intimation to the congregation of the said chapel.

X. That previous to the election a list of candidates, not exceeding five in num-
ber, shall be laid before the Presbytery of Glasgow.

XI. That when a vacancy happens in the Chapel of Ease, it shall be reported to the

Presbyterv by the minister of the parish. 1 hat during the vacancy the managers shall

apply to the Presbytery of Glasgow, and shall have power, with consent of the Pres-

bytery, to employ any minister or preacher of the Established Church to supply the

chapel.

XII. That no candidate who is a probationer shall preach in said chapel before

having laid his licence and other certificates before the Presbytery of Glasgow, and

obtained their approbation ; and no ordained minister, before he has produced to the

Presbytery a certificate of his ordination from the Presbytery to which he belongs.

XIII. That the election of a new minister, when reported to the Presbytery, shall

be accompanied with a letter of acceptance from the person elected, with a renewal

of the security for payment of the stipend.

XIV. That after the candidate preferred is admitted and ordained a minister, it

shall be lawful for him to perform all ministerial services for the members of his own
congregation ;

particularly, to perform every part of public worship in his own pul-

pit, to which he shall have an exclusive right under the authority of the reverend

Presbytery ; to marry after legal proclamation of banns, and to baptize after legal

registration.

XV. That upon a certificate of the moral character of the persons applying to be

admitted to the Sacraments from members of the parochial sessions to which they

belong, the minister may dispense the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper

to the people who shall attend his ministry in the chapel, according to the Word of

God, and the Standards and practice of this National Church.
XVI. That as often as the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper shall be dispensed in

said chapel, a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds Scots shall be allowed, from

the collections made on these occasions, for communion-elements, &c.

XVII. That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper shall be administered in the

chapel on the same day in which that ordinance is dispensed in the parish churches

(Of Glasgow ; and that, during a vacancy, the minister to preside on that occasion shall
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be appointed with the consent of the minister of the parish in whose bounds the
chapel lies.

XVIII. That as this chapel is intended for the accommodation of those who speak
Gaelic only, or chieily, seats shall be set to persons of this description only. That for

the same reason, the service shall be performed in Gaelic in the forenoon of every
Lord's Day ; and that on occasion of dispensing the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,
the sermons shall all be in Gaelic.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 23, 1799.

Sess. I, J/ay 23, 1799.— The King's Commission to David Earl of Leveii and Melville

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 23, 1799.—^Tft*? King's m.ost gracious letter to the General Assembly
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. We have thought fit again
to constitute and appoint our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, David Earl
of Leven and Melville, to be our Commissioner, and to represent our royal person in
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

- The manner in which he has heretofore executed this high office, his attachment
to oursclf, and his affection for the Church, fill us with assurance that he will ade-
quately answer ever}' purpose of the trust with which he is invested.

We do most solemnly repeat our determination to mamtain and preserve the
Church of Scotland in the complete enjoyment of all its just rights antl privlleo-es

;

and we are firn:ly persuaded that tiic conduct of the Church, and the proceedino-s of
the General Assembly, will continue such as to merit our approbation, and to increase
more and more that paternal love with which we unceasingly regard you.
At a time when the very principles of religion and morality are denied by some,

and confounded by others ; in these perilous days, when wicked men have derided
every thing which is grave, just, and holy, we esteem it a duty to express our satis-

faction at the unahating zeal and exemplary piety which distinguish the Church of
Scotland ; and also to exhort you to undeviating perseverance in the same.
We charge you to be instant at all seasons in seeking after truth, in defendino-,

teaching, and spreading it ; remembering that the eyes of the whole Church and
nation are upon you, and that your brethren look to the decisions of the General As-
sembly as rules to guide them in all matters of doctrine and discipline.

More particularly, we call upon you to aid, by precept and example, the cause of
rcliiiion and virtue in the world, to dispel the dangerous delusions of an arroo-ant and
vain philosophy, and of science, falsely so called, and to direct the minds of the people

A'o^e There is bound tip with the original edition of the Acts of 1798 a " WarBing and Admonition
to the People of Scotland by the Commission of the General Assembly, March I, 1798," issued On the
occasion of the French Revolution. It will appear in the Appendi.\ Ed. 1843.

5r
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over whom you individually exercise the pastoral care, to the revealed will of Almighty

God.
Finally, we desire your prayers to the Supreme Disposer of all events, that he will

be pleased to prosper all our designs for the good of the Church of Scotland, and the

advancement of the Christian religion, to avert from these kingdoms those errors

which have brought ruin and desolation upon those who have embraced them. To
his Almighty protection we commend you ; and so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 17th day ofMay 1799, in the thirty-ninth

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Portland.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, May 25, 1799.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

The letter which it hath pleased your Majesty to address to this meeting of the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland was received with the most profound

respect and gratitude.

We account ourselves highly honoured by the representation of the roj'al persoa

in our General Assemblies, as the gracious symbol of the connection between the

Church and the State. VVe have beheld with much satisfaction, in manj' preceding

years, this high office committed to a nobleman, whose warm attachment to your

Majesty, whose hereditary affection for the Church of Scotland, whose steady regard

to religion, and whose many amiable virtues, render him eminently qualified to an-

swer every purpose of the trust with which he is invested : And we receive your

Majesty's renewed appointment of the Earl of Leven and Melville as a pledge of the

paternal love with which you have unceasingly regarded us.

We rely, with entire confidence, upon the solemn assurance of your Majesty's

determination to maintain and preserve the Chiu'ch of Scotland in the complete

enjoyment of all its just rights and privileges ; and we shall study, upon ail occa-

sions, to conduct ourselves in such a manner as may entitle us to hope for the con-

tinuance of your royal approbation.

Your Majesty's donation of L.IOOO, for the propagation of Christian knowledge in

the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, was received with the sincerest gratitude, as

a renewed instance of your persevering attention to the religious interests of the

people committed to our care ; and it shall be oiu- endeavour to apply it with fidelity

to the pious purpose for which it is bestowed.

Placed in the perilous days so well described in j'our Majesty's most gracious let-

ter, when the very principles of religion and morality are denied by some, and con-

founded by others ; and when wicked men have derided everj' thing which is grave,

and just, and holy, we have unspeakable consolation in thinking that we live under

the reign of a Prince, whose exemplary piety adorns the throne ; who condescends

to mention, with approbation, the zeal of the Church of Scotland, who calls us by
his authority to an undeviating perseverance in the discharge of our duty, and as-

sures us of all the encouragement and support which the circumstances of the times

require.

We listen, with the most profound respect, to the solemn charge which we receive

from your Majesty. And it is our determined resolution, that, in compliance with
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that charge, and in fulfilment of the duties of our sacred office, we will, through

the strength of the Lord Jesus, be instant at all seasons in seeking after truth, in

defending, teaching, and spreading it; that wc will labour, by precept and by ex-

ample, to aid the cause of religion and virtue in the world ; that we will endeavour

to dispel the dangerous delusions of an arrogant and vain philosophy, and of science,

falsely so called ; and, in all our ministrations, will direct the minds of the people

over whom we exercise the pastoral care to the revealed will of Almighty God, as

the only infallible standard of truth, and perfect rule of manners. We feel the

I"

sacred obligations of which your Majesty is graciously pleased to remind us, that

arise from our being, in the words of our great Master, " a city set upon an hill
;"

and we look up to Him for those influences of his Spirit, which may enable us so to

frame our decisions, that they may secure the respect of our brethren, and may guide

them in all matters of doctrine and discipline.

Conscious that our exertions, however unremitting and well directed, are of none
avail without the blessing of Heaven, we cease not to offer our fervent prayers to

the Supreme Disposer of all events, beseeching him to avert from these kingdoms
those errors which have brought ruin and desolation upon all who have embraced
them. We bless the Lord our God, who, because he loved us, hath raised up a

succession of princes in the illustrious House of Hanover, to be the nursing-fathers

of his Church. We pray that it may please Him to prosper all your Majesty's de-

signs for the good of the Church of Scotland, and the advancement of the Christian

religion. And, relying upon His Almighty protection, we trust, that, under the wise

and vigorous administration of your Majesty's government, our ecclesiastical esta-

blishment, which has been cherished with warm affection by the people of Scotland,

and which has been the means of diffusing amongst all ranks the knowledge and
the principles of pure and undefiled religion, shall be preserved from being shaken
by external violence, or undermined by the machinations of secret foes.

That the best blessings of Heaven may descend upon your Majesty, upon onr
gracious Queen Charlotte, upon the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal
Family; that your Majesty may long continue to reign in the hearts of a pious, loyal,

free, and happy people ; and that, after swaying the British sceptre for many years

with felicity and renown, you may be received into those regions where an unfading

crown awaits the faithful, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Moodie, Moderator.

IV.

Sess, 3, May 25, 1799.

—

Address to his Majesty on the present Situation of Public

Affairs.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the

Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne

with sentiments of the most affectionate attachment to your Majesty's person and
government.

Beholding with reverence the conduct of Providence, in the permission of those

calamitous events which, for years past, have afflicted and desolated so many of the

neighbouring nations, we feel the most lively gratitude to Almighty God, when we
contemplate the prosperous condition of Great Britain. Preserved by the wisdom
of your Majesty's councils from the traitorous attempts made to disturb its internal
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tranquillity, this happy country flourishes even in the midst of war, and connnuni-

cating to its allies a portion of its own vigour, it has been justly regarded as the

great bulwark raised by Divine Providence, for resisting the progress of those de-

structive principles which threatened the total subversion of religion and good go-

vernment in every quarter of the world.

We are sincerely grieved to learn that there are still among us men insensible to

the inestimable blessings we enjoy ; but we trust that their numbers are daily de-

creasing ; and your ]\Iajesty may be assured that the Church of Scotland, faithful

to her duty, will, in her proper sphere, co-operate zealously with the civil power in

counteracting their insidious designs. We have reason to think that the blessings

of your Majesty's paternal government, aided by the salutary restraints imposed oa

the licentious, have already produced a favourable impression on the minds of many
of our fellow-subjects, who were formerly discontented. And we are persuaded

that the great body of the people under our charge, notwithstandiag the artful en-

deavours employed to agitate and divide them, continue firmly attached to the re-

ligious and civil constitution of their country, and deeply interested in whatever

may have any tendency to strengthen its security, and to transmit it miimpaired to

the latest posterity.

Amidst the general satisfaction with which we contemplate the slate of the country,

we embrace, with peculiar pleasure, this first opportunity which our meeting aftbrds

us of congratulating your Majesty on the splendid naval victories gained in the course

of last year by your Majesty's arms at the mouth of the Nile, and on the coast of

Ireland, under the conduct of Lord Nelson and Sir John Borlase Warren—victories

honourable in the highest degree to the good and gallant men by whom they were

achieved, highly conducive to the national security, and most important in their con-

sequences to the general issue of the war. And while our devout acknowledgments

rise to the Lord of Hosts, from whom alone cometh wisdom and strength, on account

of the brilliant events, which, under your Majesty's more immediate administration,

have contributed so much to the advantage of the common cause ; we have beheld

also, with the most grateful satisfaction, the rapid tide of victory which has followed

of late the arms of your Majesty's allies on the Continent. And we cherish the hope,

that, by a continuation of success, your IMajesty will be soon enabled, in concert with

your allies, to bring this arduous contest to a termination, glorious to our country,

and salutary to the general interests of Europe.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect your Ma-
jesty's person, direct your councils, and prosper your administration ; that He may
bless our Gracious Queen, their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales,

and all the Royal Family : and that, after reigning long with wisdbm and felicity, over

a free, happy, and grateful people, you may receive that crown of righteousness which

fadeth not away, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Moodie, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 5, May 28, 1199.—Declaratory Act of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, respecting Unqualified Ministers and Preachers.

The General Assembly, having received overtures from many Synods, which pro-

pose that some effectual regulations shall be made in order to prevent persons not

duly qualified from being employed to preach the Word, and to dispense the other

ordinances of the Gospel in the congregations under the care of the Church ; con-

sidering that the rules laid down by the Apostles of our Lord require from all who
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are invested with the solemn trust of committing the ministry of the Word to others,

prudence and strictness in the trial and judgment of those whom, in the exercise of

that trust, they pronounce faithful and apt to teach ; considering that the laws of this

Cliurch, in conformity to the rules of I^cripture, have prescribed a certain previous

course of education, as necessary for all the probationers thereof, and have directed tiie

Presbyteries of this (Church to employ incjuiries and trials of various kinds, in oriier

that they may be fully satisfied concerning the literature, sound doctrine, and steadv

attachment to our constitution in Church and State, of those who apply to them for

a licence to preach the Gospel; and considering further, that the judicial proceed-

ings of the Genertil Assembly, in particular cases, have interpreted and enl'orced thuse

laws ; do hereby enact and declare, that it is agreeable to the constitution, the lav\'s,

and the decisions of this Church, that no probationer, who has obtained a licence

without the bounds of this Church, or who has not obtained a licence from some
Presbytery of this Church ; and no ordained person, who did not obtain his licence

from a Presbytery of this Church, or who, either by going without the bounds of the

Church to obtain ordination, although he was not called to a particular congregation

in another country, or by any other part of his conduct, has forfeited the licence

which he had obtained, shall be held qualified to accept of a presentation or a call

to any parish in this Church, or to any Chapel of Ease counecled therewith. And
the General Assembly do hereby enjoin all the Presbyteries of this Church, if a pre-

sentation or a call to any such probationer or ordained person, as is described in this

Act, shall at any time be given in to them, instantly to pronounce a sentence refus-

ing to sustain such presentation or call, and declaring it null and void.

And further, the General Assembly, considering that it is of the greatest import-

ance to the interests of true religion, to the sound instruction of the people, to the

quiet of their minds, and the peace of the Church and State, that unqualified persons,

who intrude themselves into the ministry of the Word, shall not receive any coun-

tenance from the ministers of this Church ; more especially in the present times,

when men, who avow their hostility to our ecclesiastical establishment, and their

ciintempt of all the rules which the wisdom of our ancestors framed upon the model
of Scripture, for the orderly dispensation of the word and sacraments, are traversing

all the districts within the bounds of this Church, and attempting to alienate the

minds of the people from their established teachers ; considering also, that it is essen-

tial to the unity and good order of the Church, and implied in the fundamental prin-

ciples of Presbyterian government, that no minister shall presume to set up his indi-

vidual judgment in opposition to the judgment of those to whom, at his ordination,

he promised subjection in the Lord ; and that every minister shall consider himself

as answerable to his Presbytery for the manner in which all the parts of Divine service

are performed during his incumbency, within the stated place of worship provided

by law for that congregation which is committed to his care ; do hereby discharge

and prohibit, under pain of such censures as the judicatories of this Church may see

cause to inflict, all the ministers of this Church, and the ministers of all Chapels of

Ease connected therewith, from employing to preach upon any occasion, or to dis-

pense any of the other ordinances of the Gospel, within any congregation under the

jurisdiction of this Church, persons who are not qualified, according to the laws of

this Church, to accept of a presentation, and from holding ministerial communion in

any other manner with such persons. And the General Assembly do hereby enjoin

all the Presbyteries of this Church to attend to any transgression of this prohibition

which may occur within their bounds, and to summon the minister who is reported

as being guilty of such transgression to answer for his conduct.

And the Assembly ordain their clerk to transmit a copy of this Act, separately

printed, to each of the moderators of the Presbyteries of this Church, with an injunc-

tion to them to canse the same to be engrossed in the records of their respective.

Presbyteries.
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VI.

Sess. 9, Jutie 1, 1799.— Ocertiire respecting the Attendance of Students on the Divinity

Hall.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIL

Sess, 9, June 1, 1799.— Overture respectiny the Course of Universitij Education to he

observed by Students previous to their entering the Divinity Hall.

(Re-transmitted,)

VIII.

Sess. 9, June \, 1799.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. 9, June 1, 1799.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

X.

Sess. 9, June 1, 1799.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

XL
Sess. nil., June 3, 1799. —Pastoral Admonition, addressed by the General Assembly of

the Church of Scotland, met at Edinburgh, May 23, 1799, to all the People under

their Charge.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,

You well know that it has been prophesied in Scripture, that in the last days

perilous times were to come, when many false teachers should arise, scoffers walking

after their own lusts, and when men should turn away their ears from the truth.

The prophecy has been brought to our recollection by the subjects which, in the

course of the business of this Assembly, have come under our review. We have

contemplated, with devout reverence, events in the conduct of the Divine govern-

ment, which appear to us to be a fulfilment of this prophecy ; and, from a sense of

the dangers to which you are exposed by those events, we Icel ourselves bound in

duty, and engaged by affection, to issue this fatherly admonition, which your mini-

sters, in the name and by authority of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land, will read to you from their pulpits.

It is too well known, that in a neighbouring country an evil and pernicious spirit

has arisen, which, like a pestilential vapour, has spread its malignant influence
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over several surrounding States. The unhappy nation of the French, not content

with having first slaughtered their Sovereign, and overturned their own Govern-

ment; not content with endeavouring, by acts of violence, to subvert the established

governments of other nations, and to introduce amongst them their own principles

of rebellion and anarchy ; have also impiously attempted to wage open war against

the Christian faith. They have shut up their churches, studied to abolish the me-
mory of the Lord's Day, declared the belief of a future state to be an empty dream;

and by their emissaries, and their numerous publications, have sought to spread

everywhere abroad their Atheistical tenets, and to render every nation dissatisfied

with their own rulers, and with their own governments, both ecclesiastical and civil.

Hence has arisen that variety of books and pamphlets, containing the most im-

pious opinions, and propagating the spirit of sedition and rebellion, which have

been disseminated with much care amongst all ranks of men in this land. While

such doctrines are abroad, and many, through ignorance or inadvertence, are in

hazard of being poisoned by them, the solicitude which we entertain for your wel-

fare, in time and in eternity, has led us to warn you against the seduction of false

teachers. Now is the time, dear brethren, to show that you are not ashamed of

your blessed Saviour, and of his words, " earnestly to contend for the faith which

was once delivered unto the saints ;" and to reject with contempt and indignation

that false philosophy, pregnant with lies, which has wrought so much mischief

amongst mankind. Listen not to any insinuations from those who seek to pervert

you from the sound and good principles you early imbibed ; and beware, particularly,

that they instil not into your minds sentiments of disaffection to that wise and mild

government under which you live. Remember, with gratitude, that goodness of the

Almighty, which, when so many other nations have been distracted with civil

commotions, and laid waste by hostile devastations, has preserved you in tranquil-

lity and peace, " every man under his own vine, and his own fig-tree," enjoying

with safety the fruit of his labours, under the protection of laws w'hich afford

equal justice to the poor and to the rich. Listead of being captivated by that empty
sound of liberty, which has proved to be only another name for anarchy or tyranny,

let zeal for true religion ever remain in your minds, united with attachment to

our happy constitution, and with loyalty to that gracious Sovereign with whom Pro-

vidence has blessed us.

It is much to be lamented, that, while we are assaulted by false principles im-

ported to us from abroad, there should of late have arisen among ourselves a set of

men, whose proceedings threaten no small disorder to the country. We mean those

who, assuming the name of missionaries from what they call the Society for Propa-
gating the Gospel at Home, as if they had some special commission from Heaven, are

at present going through the land, not confining themselves to particular stations,

but acting as universal itinerant teachers, and as superintendents of those who are esta-

blished the teachers of religion by the Church ; intruding themselves into their pa-

rishes without any call ; erecting in several places Sunday schools, without any coun-
tenance from the Presbytery of the bounds, the minister or heritors of the parish

;

committing in those schools the religious instruction of youth to ignorant persons,

altogether unfit for such an important charge, who presume not only to catechise,

but also to expound the Scriptures ; or to persons notoriously disaffected to the civil

constitution of the country ; and connecting those schools with certain secret meet-

ings, in which, as we are informed, every person is bound not to spread abroad any
thing that is said or done in the meeting, to the prejudice of any of the members;
into which no person is admitted without the consent of the whole of the members;
and which keep a correspondence with other societies in the neighbourhood. You
see the men, who by themselves, or their associates, conduct those Sunday schools

and secret meetings, bringing together assemblies of people in the fields, or in places

not intended for public worship ; where, pouring forth their loose harangues, they
frequently take the liberty of censuring the doctrine or the character of the minister

of the parish ; studying to alienate the affections of the people from their own pas-

tors ; and engaging them to join this new sect, as if they alone were possessed of some
secret and novel method of bringing men to heaven.



872 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1700,

Hitherto, brethren, you have regarded a regular standing ministry as a Divine in-

stitution. You have Ijeen taught that the Lord Jesus Christ himself did not act in I

a public character, without producing and proving a heavenly commission ; that the

extraordinary endowments which he conferred upon his Apostles were their warrant
for appearing as the preachers of his religion ; and that the evident connection be-

tween those endowments and the appointment of the first ministers of the word, is a

direction to Christians in all succeeding ages, to consider the office of public teachers

as a Divine ordinance, the exercise of which requires talents corresponding to the

importance and difficulty of the charge. You know that the Church of Scotland, in

conformity to these principles, prescribes a long course of education to those who are

trained for the holy ministry' ; and, in order to prevent the misapplication of literary

studies and talents, requires from all whom she licenses to preach the Gospel, the

most solenm engagements, that they will adhere to the Standards which she has pub- '

lished of her doctrine, worship, discipline, and government. But all this care and
solicitude concerning the ministry of the Word, which we and our fathers learned

from Scripture, is now ridiculed as unnecessary. The men who assume the charac-

ter of missionaries declare that every man has a right to preach the Gospel; and they
are now traversing the whole country as evangelists, without any sort of authority,

without giving any public pledge for the soundness of their faith, or the correctness

of their morals, and witliout those advantages of regular education, and of prepara-

tory knowledge, which, under every form of a Christian Church, ever since the age
of miraculous gifts, have been held as indispensably necessary for the useful and suc-

cessful discharge of a Gospel ministry.

We wish to judge charitably of all men. We are willing to hope that amongst
these missionaries there are several worthy, well-meaning people, who have been
led astray by men more artful and designing than themselves. But it is impossible

not to perceive that the whole scheme, and the manner in which it is conducted, dis-

cover more of a spirit of ambition and vanity, and of a desire to claim a lordly do-

minion over your faith, than of the spirit of the Gospel, which is a meek, an humble,
and a peaceable spirit, and a sjiirit of order, not of confusion; and whatever may be
the intentions of some who have engaged in this scheme, the manifest tendency of

their proceedings is to foster the violence of a blind intemperate zeal; to unset-

tle the minds of many; to throw their principles loose, by distracting them with

novelties, and to make them become like " clouds without water, carried about of
winds."

You may have been led by curiosity to listen for a little to what these strange and
self-authorised teachers of religion have to say. But that any ol' vou will give them
lasting countenance, or adhere to them as guides, forsaking, upon that account, the

Established Church, in whose principles yoii were baptized, and under whose wings

you have been bred up, we are persuaded better things of you than to believe or sus-

pect. For, is it to be imagined, that any well-disposed and sober-minded Christians

could think of deserting those houses of God, in which their fathers have so often

worshipped, and which have so often resounded with their own songs of praise, in or-

der to Ibllow up and down a sect of men, whom you know not whence they be? Is

not the Church of Scotland, which has been distuiguisiied by the testimony' of many
generations for the purity of its doctrines, and the character of its ministers, worthy
of your most steady and zealous attachment; that Church, in defence of which your
forefathers fought and bled, and which has produced so many confessors and martyrs

in the cause of our common faith? Jluch reason there is to suspect, that those who
openly ])rofess their enmity to our ecclesiastical establishment are no friends to our

civil consi;itution ; and that the name of liberty is abused by them, as it has been by
others, into a cover for secret democracy and anarchy. Persevere, therefore, in those

principles in which you have been bred, and which you have hitherto honourably
manifested. Beware, beloved brethren, of all who would shake your attachment to

the Established Church of Scotland. By diligently improving those stated means
of instruction which she provides for you, and always consulting the sacred Scrip-

tures as your supreme rule, the path of duty will be clearly pointed out to you. But
those who "heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears," those \\ho are con-
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tinually seeking new guides, wander into many unknown paths, which lead them in-

to dangerous snares and errors.

In these giddy times, when the love of innovation so much prevails, and when the

spirit of innovation has broken forth in so many forms, listen " to the words of truth

and soberness. We speak as to wise men
; judge ye what we say." Recollect

the counsels and the practice of your fathers ; recollect your own experience of in-

struction and edification, under a well educated and regularly ordained ministry.
" Stand, brethren, in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." And may God enlighten

and fortify your minds by his good Spirit, and, amidst all dangers, enable you to
'' behave yourselves wisely in a perfect way !"

Subscribed, in name of the Assembly, by

William Moodie, D.D., Moderator.

XIT.

Sess. ult, June 3, 1799.

—

Report concerning Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools.*

The General Assembly, upon considering that part of an overture from the Synod of

Aberdeen which respects Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, having directed

a committee of their number to inquire into the existing laws which place school-

masters and teachers of youth under the inspection and control of the Established

Church, and to report to the Assembly a statement of those laws, together with

their opinion concerning the most effectual method ofpreventing unqualified persons

from being employed in the important office of instructing youth : The commit-
tee accordingly gave in their report this day ; and the same being read and con-

sidered, was unanimously approved of, and adopted by the Assembly, of which re-

port the tenor follows :

—

Your committee do not judge it necessary to enter into a minute detail of the

more ancient laws with respect to the power of the Church over all schools and
teachers of youth. The General Assembly of this Church, as early as the year 1565,

claimed it as their right that none should be permitted to teach publicly or privately,

but such as were tried by the superintendents or visitors of the Kirk, and found qua-

lified. This claim was confirmed by an Act of Parliament, which was passed in the

year 1567, in the following words:—" Forasmeikleas, be all laws and constitutionis,

it is provided. That the zouth be brocht up and instructed in the fear of God and
gude manneris ; and gif it be utherwise, it is tinsel haith of their bodies and saules,

gif God's Word be not ruled in them. Quheirfore, our Soveraign Lorde, with ad-

vice of my Lorde Regent, and the three estates of this present Parliament, has

statute and ordained, that all schules to burgh and land, and all universities and col-

ledges, be reformed ; and that nane be permitted nor admitted to have charge and
cure thereof in time coming, nor to instruct the zouth privatelie or openlie, hot sic

as sail be tryed be the superintendentes or visitouris of the kirk."

* The folloning is the notice in the Abridgment of the Assembly's Proceedings of the committee to draw
up this report, as well as to prepare the preceding Pastoral Admonition : " The Overtures from the Synods

of Aberdeen, and Angus and Mearns, respecting vagrant teachers and Sunday schools, and respecting

irreligion and anarchy, heard. The General Assembly having deliberated on the subject of these Over-

tures ; upon a motion made, unanimously resolved, that a Pastoral Admonition be addressed by the General

Assembly to the People of Scotland, warning them of the danger of encouraging, or listening to the ad-

dresses of those men, who, under the name of missionary or itinerant preachers, from a Society styling

themselves the Society for Propagating the Gospel at Home, have, of late, been travelling over all the dis-

tricts within the bounds of this Church ; and that a committee be appointed to prepare this Admonition,

and to report on Monday. That the same committee be appointed to inquire into the existing laws which

place schoolmasters and teachers of youth under the inspection and control of the Established Church, to

report to the .Assembly on Monday a statement of those laws, together with their opinion concerning the

most eilectual method of preventing unqualified persons from being employed in the important office of in-

structing youth."

—

Ed. 1843.

5 S
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After the abolition of the office of superintendent, in the General Assembly, held

in the month of April 1581, certain articles were remitted by the Synod of Lothian

to that General Assembly, the fifth of which is, " That the trial and admission of all

masters of schools be now committed to the Presbyteries." The Act, 1565, already

noticed, is ratified and confirmed by the Act, 1581 ; and this Act, 1581, is again con-

firmed by the Act, 1592, which is the great charter of the Church, and which is con-

firmed by the Act of Security, 1707, cap. 6, and thereby declared to be an essential and
fundamental article in the Treaty of Union, into which it is accordingly engrossed, so

that the superintending power of the Church over all schoolmasters and teachers of

youth is clearly established by the most solemn acts of the legislature, and even by
the Treaty of Union itself.

It is well known that the Church has been in the constant exercise of those

powers, by visiting and examining schools, and taking cognizance of the sufficiency

and qualifications of teachers. Sec the Acts of Assembly, 1638, 1642, 1649, 1699.

When Episcopacy was re-established, on the restoration of Charles II., an Act was
passed, 1662, c. 4, by which it is, inter alia, enacted, " That none be permitted,

hereafter, to preach in public, or in families, within any diocese, or to teach any pub-

lic school, or to be pedagogues to the children of persons of quality, without the

licence of the ordinary of the diocese."

Soon after the Revolution, the Act, 1693, c. 22, was ])assed, which declares, " That
all schoolmasters, and teachers of youth in schools, are and shall be liable to the

trial, judgment, and censure of the Presbyteries of the bounds, for their sufficiency,

qualifications, and deportment in the said office." This Act is declaratory of a right

which constitutionally belongs to the Church ; and, accordingly, the various Presby-

teries of the Church have been in use of exercising that power, not merely with re-

gard to parochial schoolmasters, but to teachers of youth of all denominations and
descriptions. And the General Assembly, 1700, appoints all Presbyteries to take

special, particular, and exact notice of all schoolmasters, chaplains, governors, and
pedagogues of youth within their respective bounds.

By the Act, 1707, cap. 6, which is declared a finidamental and essential condition

of the Union, it is provided, " That no Professors, Sec, or others bearing office in

any university or school within Scotland, be capable, or be admitted, or allowed to

continue in the exercise of their functions, but such as shall own and acknowledge the

civil government, and shall subscribe the Confession of Faith, and that they will con-

form themselves to the vvorship in use in this Church, and submit themselves to the

government and discipline thereof, and never endeavour the prejudice or subversion

of the same, and that before the respective Presbyteries of their bounds, by whatsoever

gift, presentation, or provision, they may be thereto provided."

By the Act 19th Geo. II. cap. 39, sect. 21, it is enacted, " That it shall not be

lawful for any person in Scotland to keep a private school, or to officiate as master or

teacher in any school, until the situation and description of such school is registered,

together with a certificate of the teacher being properly qualified according to law,

by taking the oaths to government ; and any person who acts without such register

and certificate shall, for the first offence, suffer six months' imprisonment ; and for

any subsequent offence, upon the conviction before the Court of Justiciary or Cir-

cuit, shall be transported for life." Severe penalties are also imposed upon any

parent or guardian, &c., who shall employ any such unqualified teacher. The same

Act also requires, that chaplains in iamilies, and governors, tutors, and teachers of

children, shall take the oaths to government ; and Sheriffs, &c., are required, from

time to time, to make diligent inquiry concerning any offences that shall be com-
mitted against this Act, and to cause the same to be prosecuted, for the first offence,

before themselves ; and in case of any subsequent offence, to give notice of the same

to his Majesty's Advocate, who is required to prosecute the same before the Court of

Justiciary or Circuit Courts.

Schools in the universities and in royal burghs are excepted ; also parochial schools,

and those established by the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and by
the General Assembly, or committees thereof.

To this statement of the laws, the committee beg leave to subjoin their opinion,

—
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That the General Assembly shall enjoin all Presbyteries of this Church to be diligent

in exercising those powers which the laws of the land, and of the Church, have com-
mitted to them, with respect to the education of youth within their bounds; and par-

ticularly to call before them all teachers of youth, whether in parochial schools, or

schools of another description, and to take trial of their sufficiency and qualifications

in those branches of education which they profess to teach. And that the Assembly-

shall recommend to tlie Procurator of the Church to give his advice and assistance to

all Presbyteries of the Church relative to this matter, and authorise him to carry on,

at the public expense, such processes as may appear to be necessary for enforcing the

sentences, or ascertaining the powers, of the judicatories of the Church relative to

schools ; and that the Assembly shall request his Majesty's Advocate and Soli-

citor-General to concur with the Procurator in supporting the jurisdiction of the

Church. And farther, that the General Assembly shall enjoin all the Presbyteries

of this Church to report to the next Assembly a list of all the schools within their

bounds, specifying what is taught in each school ; whether the schools be held on the

Lord's Day, or on other days of the week; in what way the schoolmasters are sup-

ported or maintained ; whether they act for themselves, or are employed by or under
the direction of others ; what number of scholars attend each school at the time of
making the report ; and, in general, whatever else shall appear to the Presbytery of

importance respecting the schools within their bounds.

XIII.

Sess. ult., June 3, 1799.

—

Act appointing the Diet ofthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

•within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May
1800.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI, Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1800.

I.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1800.

—

The King's Commission to David Earl of Leven and Melville

produced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1800.

—

The Kincjs most f/racious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The uniform experience

we have had for so long a course of years of your attachment to our person, of your
zeal for the interests of religion, and of the wisdom and prudence of your proceed-
ings, cannot fail to enhance the satisfaction we have always felt in giving the sanc-

tion of our royal authority to the meetings of your venerable body.

The objects of your deliberations are among the most important that can engage
the attention of men. The propagation of Christian knowledge, the maintenance
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of the refonned religion, the discouragement of vice and immorality, and the dif-

fusion of a spirit of charity and benevolence, and of submission to the laws, are

ends which must excite in you the most ardent zeal for their attainment.

You will, doubtless, have felt, that your labours are become doubly important,

and, in the same proportion, more painful and difficult, from the opposition of factious

men, enemies of our religion, and of all social order and legal government. The
success with which you have hitherto withstood their pernicious designs, affords the

surest ground of confidence, that the continuance of your exertions, united with

those of our other good and loyal subjects, will ultimately prove effectual, and that

we shall be enabled, with the aid of Divine Providence, to transmit to posterity the

unimpaired enjoyment of all the blessings, civil and religious, of our free and happy
constitution.

The distress under which a large portion of your fellow-creatures must inevitably

labour, during these times of scarcity with which it has pleased Almighty God to

visit us, will not escape your attention ; and will call upon you individually, in the

discharge of your sacred functions, to inculcate with additional ardour the indis-

pensable obfigation of relieving, according to the abilities of each, the necessities of

the poor.

We have again thought fit to appoint our light trusty and right well-beloved cousin,

David Earl of Leven and Melville, to be our Commissioner, to represent our person

and royal authority in this present Assembly; not doubting but that the same
eminent qualifications which have recommended him to our repeated choice will

continue to make him acceptable to you, in the execution of the high and important

trust committed to his care. And we have charged him, in a most especial manner,

to assure you of our great sense of your steady and firm zeal for our service, and of

our resolution to preserve and maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law established,

in the full and ft'ee enjoyment of all its rights and privileges.

Trusting in the goodness of Almighty God, that He will bless your pious labours

with his especial favour, we commend you to his gracious protection. And so we
bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court of St James's, the 6th day of May 1800, in the 40th year of

our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Portland.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator, Ministers,

and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

m.
Sess, 2, May 23, \BQO.^Address to his Majesty, on his late Providential Escape

from Assassination.

May it please your Majesty,

We, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland met in the General As-
sembly, beg leave to approach your Majesty's throne with trembling yet joyful hearts,

on your late Providential escape from the hand of a traitorous assassin.

That even treason itself should dare to attempt a life so precious to your faithful

subjects, which has been endeared to them by the exercise of every virtue that can

adorn the character of a patriot King, excites our utmost horror and indignation ;

while, at the same time, the guardian care of Divine Providence, in preserving the

father of his country to his grateful and affectionate people, raises in our breast

every sentiment of piety and thankfulness to the God of heaven.

When we convey to your Majesty our warmest congratulations on this awful

event, we cannot fail to observe how much the most imminent dangers illustrate

your Majesty's Christian fortitude and magnanimity; endear you still more and



]800. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 877

more to your admiring subjects ; and call forth our most fervent prayers for the pro-

longation of a life so important at this juncture to them and to all the nations of

Europe, till your Majesty shall have completed the glories of your reign, in the ac-

complishment of all your exalted plans for the security of Great Britain, and the

peace of the world.

That Almighty God may ever keep your Majesty under His Divine protection ;

that He may bless you in your person, family, and government ; that He may bless

your royal consort the Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal

Family ; and that, after a long and prosperous reign, you may exchange an earthly

for a celestial crown, through the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, are the earnest

prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

George Bahid, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1800.— The General Assembli/'s Answer to the Kin^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour this meet-

ing of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, was received with the ut-

most respect and gratitude.

The approbation of the spirit and proceedings of former Assemblies, which your
Majesty's benignity has condescended to express with so much paternal affection, is

peculiarly grateful to us as a body, and operates on our feelings as an encouragement
to follow, in attachment to your Majesty's person, in zeal for the interests of religion,

and in charity towards one another, the example of those enlightened and virtuous

men who have gone before us ; and to deserve, like them, that sanction of royal au-

thority which gives solemnity and effect to the decisions of our National Church.
Impressed with a just sense of the important nature of those objects which claim

our consideration, we beg leave to assure your Majesty, that the propagation of
Christian knowledge, the maintenance of the reformed religion, the discoiu-agement

of vice and immorality, and the difiiision of a spirit of charity and benevolence, and
of submission to the laws, are ends which shall continue to excite in our minds the

most ardent zeal for their attainment.

In the trying and eventful period in which we live, we have felt that our labours

have become doubly important, both to private happiness and the public safety ; while

we have also had the mortification to discover, that, in the same proportion, they have

been rendered more painful and difficult by the opposition of factious men, enemies

of our religion, and of all social order and legal government. We rejoice, that our

honest and unremitted exertions, in union with those of your Majesty's other good
and loyal subjects, have hitherto been successful in frustrating their pernicious de-

signs ; and in full assurance of the continued favour of Providence to a righteous

cause, we look forward with confidence to the termination of this great conflict, when
your Majesty shall be enabled to transmit to posterity the unimpaired enjoyment of

all the blessings, civil and religious, of our free and happy constitution.

The distress under which a large portion of our fellow-creatures has inevitably la-

boured, during these limes of scarcity with which it has pleased Almighty God to

visit us, has repeatedly claimed our serious attention ; and amidst the hardships to

which our people must still submit, it gives us the most sincere satisfaction to assure

your Majesty, that in no period known to us have the good sense, the patriotism, and
the charity of the country, been more conspicuously displayed. The care employed
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by the opulent and well-infornud to ]ioint out the nature and extent of the visita-

tion, and to provide the means of alleviating its pressure, has been most meritorious.

Of this the poor themselves are not insensible ; and the patience and resignation

which they have very generally exercised under difficulties seldom known in our

land, give us room to hope, that, in the honest pursuits of industry, and in dutiful

submission to lawful authority, they will quietiv wait for the return of a more favour-

able harvest. Meanwhile, we beg leave to assure your Majesty, that, in the indivi-

dual discharge of the duties of our function, we shall not fail to inculcate, with addi-

tional ardour, the indispensable obligation of relieving, according to the abilities of

each, the necessities of the poor.

Your Majesty's donation of L 1000 for propagating Christian knowledge in the

Highlands and Islands of Scotland was received with much gratitude, as a fresh in-

stance of your paternal solicitude for the best interests of your people, as well as of

the confidence which you are pleased to repose in the wisdom and fidelity of this As-

sembly ; and it shall be our entleavour, by a prudent and just application of it, to pro-

mote the pious purposes for which it is bestowed.

The appointment of the Earl of Leven and Melville to represent your Majesty's sa-

cred person and royal authority in this present Assembly, we regard as a pleasing

testimony of your affection to our Church. The attachment of this noble Lord to

your Majesty's person, his zeal for the interests of the Church of Scotland, and the

virtues of his private life ; the eminent qualifications which have reconunended him

to your Majesty's repeated choice, endear him to us in the execution of the high and
important trust committed to his care. The flattering manner in which he has com-
municated the gracious assurance of the sense which your Majesty is pleased to en-

tertain of our steady and firm zeal for your service, lias given us the truest pleasure.

And we rely with entire confidence in your Majesty's resolution 'to preserve and

maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law established, in the full and free enjoy-

ment of all its rights and privileges.

That Almighty God may continue to preserve your sacred life, to guide your

councils, and prosper your administration ; that He may bless our most gracious

Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family; and that, after

a long life of eminent and exemplary virtue upon earth, you may, through the merits

of Jesus Christ our Lord, receive in heaven the recompence of reward, are the sincere

prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

George Baird, Moderator.

Sess. 6, May 28, 1800.

—

Address to his Majestij on the present Situation of Public

Affairs.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach the

throne with sentiments of the sincerest attachment to your person and government.

Grateful to Providence for that happy constitution under which Britons have so

long enjoyed every blessing that can sweeten and adorn social life, we reflect with

the deepest regret on those groundless complaints and murmurings which were heard

at no distant period in every comer of our land, and which furnished a just subject

of alarm to the friends of order and peace. But we rejoice to think, that the exer-

tions of the virtuous, the writings of the wise, and the seasonable interposition of

public authority, have served, by the blessing of Heaven, to counteract the insidious

arts of the disaffected ; and it affords us the sincerest satisfaction to be able to assure
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your Majesty, that among the great body of the people committed to our care, there

prevails an unshaken attachment to our excellent constitution in Church and State,

and a just abhorrence of that system of impiety and anarchy which hath spread misery
and desolation through many parts of the earth.

In reviewing the events of a war, on the success of which depends the preservation

of all that is dear to a virtuous mind, we admire the wisdom and the steadiness of

your Majesty's councils, which have kept alive the hopes, and animated the exertions

of the other States of Europe ; and while our de^out acknowledgments ascend to the

Lord of Hosts, who hath supported our righteous cause, with heartfelt pleasure we
congratulate your Majesty on the many important advantages which have been ob-
tained in the course of last year, by the arms of our country and our allies. We re-

collect, with joy, that during this period, Italy hath been delivered from the tyranny
of lavs'less force ; that to the kingdom of Naples its ancient constitution hath been
restored ; that in Egypt a desperate plan hath been frustrated, by which our enemies
hoped to spread sedition and tumult through the remotest regions of the earth ; and
that the defeat of a formidable rival, whom their restless hostility Ijad excited against

us, hath placed the British possessions in India in a state of permanent tranquillity

;

and that, on the coast of Holland, a fleet, equipped for the very purpose of conveying

invaders to our shores, hath surrendered to us without a battle, adding a new and
glorious trophy to the many signal victories which the valour of our seamen hath

obtained.

In this rapid succession of events, which contribute so much to the security of our
native country, and the general interests of mankind, we adore the Providence of

that Almighty Being, to whom " the glory and the victory belong ;" and we would
improve them as a ground of hope, that the cause of religion and good order will

triumph over all opposition ; and that the efforts of Britain and her allies will be
crowned with such further success as may ensure a ha^ppy termination of the import-
ant contest in which they are engaged.

That Almighty God may protect your Majesty's person, direct your councils, and
prosper your administration : that He may bless our gracious Queen Charlotte, the

Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family; and that, after swaying the

sceptre for many years, with wisdom and felicity, over a loyal, a virtuous, and a happy
people, you may, through Jesus Christ our Lord, receive that unfading crown which
awaits the righteous, are the earnest prayers of^

May it i^lease your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the INIinisters and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

George Baird, Moderator,

VI.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1800.

—

Commission of the General As'^emlh/ to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1800.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VIIL

Sess.ult,,June2, 1800,— Overture respectinff the Attendance of Students on the Divinity

Hall.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1800.— Overture respecting the Course of University Education to

be observed by Students previous to their entering the Divinity Hall.

(Re-transmitted.)

X.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1800.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Ee-transmitted.)

XI.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1800.— Order and Injunction of the General Assembly to the Presby-

teries of the Church, concerning Teachers and Schoolmasters,

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Vagrant

Teachers and Sunday Schools ; and the same was given in and read. The General

Assembly having considered this report of the committee, who had been directed to

class the reports of Presbyteries concerning schoolmasters, whether of parochial schools,

or schools of any other description ; and it appearing that not a fourth part of the

Presbj'teries of the Church have made any report, the Assembly peremptorily enjoin

all the other Presbyteries of the Church to send up to next General Assembly parti-

cular reports of their obedience to the order of last Assembly. The General Assem-
bly trust, that those Presbyteries which have sent up particular reports, will continue

the same laudable and vigilant attention to the important object specially committed
to their inspection ; and that they will not fail to transmit to next Assembly any new
facts which may fall within their observation. The General Assembly recommend
to all Presbyteries to take the method which appears to them most expedient of

examining the teachers on the branch of knowledge which they profess to leach, to

require all parochial and established schoolmasters to subscribe the Confession of

Faith and Formula, if they have not already done so, and to ask all teachers of youth,

without exception, to produce to the Presbytery attestations of their having taken the

oaths to government ; and they order a particular report of obedience to this recom-
mendation to be made to next Assembly. And further, the General Assembly enjoin

all the Presbyteries of this Church to transmit, without delay, attested copies of their

reports to the Assembly, to the Sheriffs within whose jurisdiction they are situated.

And they instruct the clerks to keep the reports sent up to this Assembly, and the

report of the committee on this subject, in safe custody. And the General Assembly
appoint their clerks to cause separate copies of this order to be printed, together with

the injunction of last Assembly relative to this matter, and to transmit copies thereof

to the moderator of each Presbytery of the Church, to be laid by him before the

Presbytery at their first ordinary meeting after receiving the same.

The Injunction of the General Assembly, 1799, is then repeated:—
The General Assembly enjoin all Presbyteries of this Church to be diligent in

exercising those powers which the laws of the land and of the Church have committed
to them, with respect to the education of youth within their bounds, &c.
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XII.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1800.

—

Recommendation by the General Assembly, for promoting a
Subscription towards Defraying the Expense of the Appeal in the Cause relating to

the Schoolmaster of Bothioell; and Orderfor Printing the Appeal Case prepared by
the Procurator.

The committee appointed to take the necessary steps in the cause relating to the

schoolmaster of Bothwell, having reported to the Assembly that the appeal from the

two last interlocutors of the Court of Session in that cause has been heard and de-

termined by the House of Peers ; and that the interlocutors complained of have been
finally reversed: That though the committee had received L.118, 14s. lOd. from the

voluntary contribution of the Presbyteries, and L.80 from the funds of the Church,
the expense incurred has, notwithstanding, considerably exceeded the funds with

which the committee were entrusted, and that the deficiency amounts to upwards of

L.196. The General Assembly, considering that the judgment which has been ulti-

mately pronounced in this cause is of general importance, as it has effectually esta-

blished the exclusive jurisdiction of the Church, with regard to the qualifications and
the trial of parochial schoolmasters : and considering, at the same time, that the

state of the funds of the Church does not allow the Assembly at present to make
good the whole of the expense incurred, did, and hereby do, earnestly recommend it

to the several Presbyteries within the bounds of this Church, and especially to those

who have not hitherto contributed, to promote a subscription among their members,
in order to assist the funds of the Church, in extinguishing a debt which the final

decision of this cause, so important in its consequences to the whole country, has

occasioned. And the General Assembly appoint the clerks of Assembly to cause this

minute to be immediately printed at the public expense, and to transmit a copy thereof,

without delay, to the moderators of the several Presbyteries, which they hereby
enjoin them to lay before the said Presbyteries respectively, at their first ordinary

meeting after it shall come to their hands. And further, the General Assembly ap-
point the said moderators to remit to Mr William Murray, Agent for the Church,
whatever sums shall be subscribed within their respective Presbyteries, and, if possible,

to do this on or before the 1st day of October next. And the General Assembly
renew the appointment of the committee, with instructions to attend to the progress

of the subscription, and to the application of the sums which shall be received by the

Agent ; and to report the result to next General Assembly.

The General Assembly, considering, at the same time, that the appeal case pre-

pared by the Procurator in this cause contains a statement of facts, which it would be
extremely useful to render generally known through the Church, they appoint the

clerks to cause such a number of copies thereof to be printed as the committee shall

think expedient, to circulate them among the several Presbyteries, and to apply to

the cashier of the Church for the sum necessary to defray the expense, which the

Assembly hereby authorise him to advance.

XIII.

Sess. ult; June 2, 1800.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday', the 21st day of May
1801.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

5 T

k
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS, OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1801.

I.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1801.— The Kinps Commission to David Earl of Leven and Melville

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1801.— Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. It is your peculiar duty to

provide for the preservation of pure religion, both in faith and morals, and to re-

member that the advancement of piety, and the practice of every Christian duty, at

all times demand from you the greatest assiduity and care. But if these considera-

tions are at any time entitled to more than ordinary attention, it is when notions and

principles, equally destructive of the temporal and eternal welfare of those who en-

tertain them, have been industriously propagated amongst all orders and degrees of

men.
It is to the credit of those to whom the interests of Christianity are more pecu-

liarly consigned, that the evil tendency of these notions and principles has been

exposed, and that their progress has in a great degree been checked ; but the ex-

perience of every day still serves to convince us that the slightest relaxation of those

exertions (which Divine Providence has hitherto crowned with success) may be pro-

ductive of the most fatal and ruinous effects ; that the enemies of the Christian re-

ligion (like the enemies of social order) are always on the watch, and will not fail to

profit by every advantage which lukewarmness or inadvertence may afford them, and

that, therefore, the friends of piety and good morals still look up to you for that pro-

tection which they can most effectually receive from your unremitting vigilance and

attention.

That these expectations will not be disappointed, your past conduct affords us a

sufficient pledge ; and we feel the fullest assurance, that that gravity and devotion of

mind, that loyal attachment to our person, that tender concern for the welfare of the

people committed to your charge, and that spirit of Christian love and charity to-

wards each other, which have hitherto characterized your proceedings, will not be

withdrawn from them, at a time when they are calculated to produce the best effects,

and to avert the most disastrous evils.

The just rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland are objects of our espe-

cial care ; and when we repeat the assurance of onr firm resolution to maintain them
imimpaired, we adjure you duly to consider the various important duties which it is

incumbent upon you faithfully to discharge, and to reflect that not only the welfare

of the establishment, and the interests of civil society, claim from every individual the

strictest attention to his conduct, but that the very existence of religion itself may
depend upon the precepts and example of its appointed ministers.

We have again constituted and appointed our right trusty and right well-beloved

cousin, David Earl of Levcn and jNlelville, to be onr Commissioner, and to represent

our royal person in this Assembly ; and it ail'ords us the greatest satisfaction to re-

flect, that the sentiments, which ue formerly expressed, of confidence in his zeal for

the cause of religion, and fur the peace and prosperity of the Church of Scotland,

have been confirmed by the experience of another year; and that you will conse-

quently continue to receive from his faithful services the most effectual co-operation
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and support in promoting the two great ends of religion, the glory of God and the

weifiire of mankind. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court of St James's, the 12th day of May 1801, in the forty-first year

of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,
Portland.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1801.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We have received, with the most sincere respect and gratitude, the very gracious

letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour this meeting of the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Sensible that it is our peculiar duty to provide for the preservation of pure re-

ligion, and remembering that the advancement of piety, and the practice of every

Christian duty, at all times demand from us the greatest assiduity and care, we feel

that these considerations are entitled to more than ordinary attention, when notions

and principles equally destructive of the temporal and eternal welfare of those who
entertain them, have been industriously propagated amongst all orders and degrees

of men. These notions and principles, we beg leave to assure your Majesty, it is

our firm purpose steadily and uniformly to oppose ; and we hope that our endeavours,

combining with the efforts of all to whom the interests of Christianity are sacred, and
aided by the blessing of the Most High, may still be effectual to expose their evil

tendency, and check their progress.

In times like the present, when the enemies of religion (like the enemies of social

order) are always on the watch, and will not fail to profit by every advantage which
lukewarmness or inadvertence may afford them, we feel that the duties incumbent

on us are unusually difficult and momentous. We are convinced that any relaxation

of these exertions, which Divine Providence has hitherto crowned with success, may
be productive of the most fatal and ruinous effects ; and acting under the influence

of this conviction, we shall study to afford to the friends of piety and good morals,

every protection which can result from the vigilant discharge of the important duties

which your ]\Iajesty has so earnestly recommended to our attention.

We are encouraged to apply ourselves, with the most unwearied zeal and assiduity,

to the accomplishment of this great object, by the confidence which your Majesty is

pleased to repose in us ; and while we have a proper sense of the difficulties with

which the friends of religion and good order have to contend, we are grateful to

Almighty God, that we are blessed with a Sovereign whose example and authority

are uniformly employed to enforce the sanctions of religion, and give weight to the

admonitions of its teachers. We trust that, both as individuals, watching over the

people under our care, and as an Assembly, consulting for the general interest of the

Church of Scotland, we shall ever maintain that sacred sense of religious obligation
;

that loyal attachment to your Majesty's person and government ; that tender concern

for the welfare of the people committed to our charge ; and that spirit of Christian

love and charity towards each other, which have hitherto recommended us to your

royal protection, and which your Majesty has condescended to mention with appro-

bation.

We rely, with entire confidence, on your Majesty's gracious assurance, that the

j\ist rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland are objects of your especial care,

and that it is your resolution to maintain them unimpaired. That your Majesty has

deigned to admonish us with such affectionate zeal, of the various and important

duties incumbent on us, we consider as a renewed proof of that warm concern for
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the interests of religion, and the prosperity of your people, which has rendered your

Majesty so justly dear to all good men. We are sensible that in the manner in

which these duties arc discharged, the welfare of the establishment, the interests of

civil society, and the influence of religion, must, in a great measure, depend; and we
take the liberty to assure your Majesty that, both by our precepts and our example,

we shall ever study to promote the interests of religion and virtue, and to diffuse

among the people under our care sentiments of attachment to our happy constitu-

tion, loyalty to your Majesty's person and government, and zeal for the public good.

The rejiresentation of your royal person in our General Assemblies we regard

with the highest respect, as the symbol of that union between Church and State

which tends to give stabiHty to both. We receive as a testimony of your paternal

regard for the interests of the Church of Scotland, the appointment of the Earl of

Leven and Melville as your Majesty's Commissioner in this Assembly. His approved

loyalty to your Majesty ; his warm zeal for the cause of religion ; his hereditary at-

tachment to the Church of Scotland, and his tried fidelity in the high office with

which your Majesty has again been jilcased to invest him, give us the fullest confi-

dence that we shall continue to receive from his faithful services the most effectual

co-operation and support, in promoting the two great ends of religion, the glory of

God and the welfare of mankind.
Your Majesty's donation of L.IOOO, for the propagation of Christian Knowledge

in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, we have received with the most sincere

gratitude ; and it shall be our care to employ this mark of your royal munificence

for promoting, in the most efficacious manner, the pious purpose for which it is be-

stowed.

That Almighty God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect

your Majesty's person and prolong your reign ;—that He may bless the Queen, the

Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family;—that lie may direct your
councils, and prosper your administration ;—that He may continue with us the inesti-

mable advantages which we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and equitable govern-

ment, and transmit them as an inheritance to future generations ; and that, after a

long and happy reign over a free, a loyal, and a religious people, He may receive you
into those mansions where the just inherit an unfading crown, are the fervent prayers

of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

WiLLTAM Ritchie, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 23, 180L

—

Address to his Majesty on the present Situation of Public
Affairs.

May it please your Majesty,

We, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scodand met together in the Gene-
ral Assembly, beg leave to approach your throne with the warmest sentiments of
thankfulness to God, and of affection to your Majesty, which your recovery from a
late dangerous sickness can raise in the minds of dutiful subjects, who have so lono-

enjoved the blessings of your mild and auspicious administration.

It is with much satisfaction, that we can assure your Majesty of the steady loyalty

and attachment of the great body of your Majesty's subjects in this part of tlie United
Kingdom to your Majesty's person and government, of the strong sensation of alarm
which they felt on your Majesty's lale illness, and their unfeigned joy on your restora-
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tion to health. At the same time, we gladly bear testimony to their patient en-

durance of all the hardships of the late uncommon scarcity, which could be equalled

only by the generous exertions of the superior ranks for their relief.

When we consider the unprecedented state of war and desolation, of fear and alarm,

into which Europe has been thrown, by the daring ambition and unjust usurpations

of France ; the repeated and audacious attempts she has made to corrupt the minds

of your Majesty's subjects in their principles of religion and loyalty, and the implac-

able rage with which she has persisted in her enmity to the British Empire, we con-

template with the highest admiration the steadiness and magnanimity of your Ma-
jesty's councils and conduct amidst the wreck of so many states ; and we return

thanks to Almighty God, for having inspired your Majesty with such unshaken forti-

tude and persevering wisdom.

Amidst the splendid achievements of your Majesty's reign, permit us to say, that

we admire and rejoice in none more than in your most fortunate completion of a

legislative union between Great Britain and Ireland, a measure of state so long wish-

ed for with anxiety by the wise, and which, whether we consider its magnitude, the

difficulty of its accomplishment, or the great and important effects it is likely to |)ro-

duce, must stand recorded in the annals of the world as a masterpiece of human policy,

and a lasting monument of your Majesty's paternal wisdom. The experience which
your Majesty's subjects, in this part of the United Kingdom, have had, for nearly a

century past, of the happy consequences of a similar measure, entitles them to look

forward with joyful expectation to no distant period, when the United Empire in ge-

neral, and the neighbouring Island in particular, shall reap the full fruits of your Ma-
jesty's wise and magnanimous councils.

While we congratulate your Majesty on having so happily increased the energy

and security of your dominions by this memorable act of union, we rejoice in having,

at the same time, an opportunity of expressing our fervent gratitude to Almighty God
for the success with which he has crowned your Majesty's arms. We consider those

victories achieved in the Baltic and Egypt, as having added new splendour to the

conduct and valour of your Majesty's naval and military forces; and we trust that, by
the blessing of Heaven, they may be the means of opening the eyes of those nations,

who, deluded or overawed, have tamely yielded to the haughty mandates of an ambi-
tious and arrogant power, of terminating speedily the horrors of war, and of leading

to a general peace, which may secure the just rights of contending nations, and re-

store to the world concord and tranquillity.

Your Majesty, we humbly hope, will not consider it as unbecoming or unseason-
able, if we mingle with our joy for the victory in Egypt, our regret for the death of

the good and gallant hero. Sir Ralph Abercromby, under whom it was achieved. We
unite with the rest of our fellow-subjects in feeling that, by his death, your Majesty's

service and kingdom have sustained a signal loss. But this General Assembly has,

at the same time, peculiar motives to indulge a tender interest in his fate, as one who
was a member of our Church, and whose name stands on the roll of our present As-
sembly. The nation will raise a monument to his valour—it is our melancholy duty

to record and attest to posterity his virtue.

That Almighty God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect

your Majesty's person, direct your councils, and render your administration prosper-

ous ;—-that He may bless our gracious Queen, their Royal Highnesses the Prince and
Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that, after you have reigned long

with felicity and wisdom over a free, grateful, and happy people, He may bestow ou
you that crown of righteousness that fadeth not aw^ay, are the earnest prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Ritchie, Moderator.
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V.

Sess. 8, Mai/ 29, 1801.—Neiv Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-Iransmitted.)

VI.

Sess. 9, Mag 30, 180L

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, Mag 30, 180L— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the fTighlands and Islands of Scotlaiid, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty''s Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1801.— Order and Injunction of the General Assembly to the Pres-

byteries of the Church, concerning Teachers and Schoolmasters.

The General Assembly find, from the report of their committee, that fifty Pres-

byteries of this Church have sent up reports of their obedience, to the order of last

Assembly, concerninn; teachers and schoolmasters ; that many of those Presbyteries,

])robably from the circumstance of not having received in due time a printed copy of

the order, have not complied with all the injunctions contained in it; and, in particu-

lar, have failed in taking trial of the qualification of private teachers, and in transmit-

ting a copy of their report to the sheriff' oi the county ; and that twenty-eight Pres-

byteries have not yet reported their obedience.

The General Assembly being satisfied from the report of their committee, that the

order of last Assembly has produced the most beneficial and important effects in va-

rious districts of this Church, unanimously agree to renew the order of last Assembly
in all its parts

;
peremptorily enjoin those Presbyteries who have not yet obeved the

order to send up reports to next Assembly ; enjoin those Presbyteries whose reports

do not come up to the terms of the order, to cause it to be read at their first ordinary

meeting, to proceed without delay to supply the deficiencies of their former proce-

dure, and to report their obedience to next Assembly : And recommend to those Pres-

byteries whose reports are complete to continue their laudable attention to this im-

portant object; and to report to next Assembly any new facts relative to teachers and
schoolmasters that may arise within their bounds during the ensuing year. And the

General Assembly appoint their clerks to cause separate copies of this resolution to

be printed, together with copies of the order of Assemblies, 1799 and 1800, relative

to this matter ; and to transmit copies thereof to the moderator of each Presbytery

of this Church, to be laid by him before the Presbytery at their first ordinary meet-
intr after receiving the same.
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IX.

Sess. ult., June ], 1801.

—

Act appointing the Dir.t of the next General Assembly.

The nest General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Churcli Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May 1802.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1802.

I.

Sess. \, May 20, 1802.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1802.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty^s Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-bcloved, we greet you well. The uniform experience

we have had, for so many years, of the happy effects resulting to my good people of

Scotland from the General Assembly of your Church, has induced us to countenance

your present meeting by our royal authority ; and, for this purpose, we have made
choice of our right trusty and well-beloved Francis Lord Napier to be our Commis-
sioner, and to represent our person in this Assembly, being fully persuaded that his

zeal for our service, his affection for the Church of Scotland, and his firm attachment

to the true interests of his country, will make this our choice highly acceptable to you

We gladly embrace this opportunity of renewing to you our fixed purpose and re-

solution to support the Church you represent in the full possession and enjoyment of

all its rights and privileges, as by law established. Convinced, at the same time, that

its prosperity will ever essentially depend upon the due discharge of their duties by

all the members of it, in their several ranks and stations, we cannot too earnestly re-

commend to your most serious consideration the means you possess of accomplishing

so desirable an object, by a zealous and prudent exertion of the influence belonging

to your sacred function.

At this moment, in particular, whilst you endeavour to impress upon the minds of

the people committed to your charge a due sense of gratitude to that Divine Provi-

dence which has enabled me to put an end to a long and arduous war, and to restore

to them the blessings of peace, you will not fail to remind ihcm that nothing but a

strict obedience to the will of God, a firm adherence to our reformed faith, a disin-

terested love of their country, and submission to its laws, can give these blessings

permanence and stability.

We shall receive the highest satisfaction on being informed of your having applied

yomselves, with your accustomed piety and prudence, to matters so well deserving
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our recommendation and all your care. You may at all times depend upon our most
ready concurrence in whatever may conduce to the advancement of purposes so essen-

tial to the welfare of my people ; and so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 14th day of May 1802, in the forty-second

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Pelham.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,
Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 1, Map 20, 1802 Act respecting the Arrangement of the Assembly-House for
the proper Accommodation of the Members.

Upon the report of the committee appointed by last Assembly, respecting the

better arrangement of the Assembly-House for the accommodation of the members, the

General Assembly unanimously adoptetl the following regulations, viz. :

—

\st, That the upper galleries shall, as formerly, be set apart for strangers.

2d, That the under galleries shall, as usual, be reserved for preachers and students

in Divinity, and that the said preachers and students shall be required to produce

tickets, authorising their admission, from the Professors of Divinity.

3rf, That one bench, contiguous to each of the under galleries, shall be separated

from the middle part of the house by a proper rail, for the accommodation of those

ministers who are not members of the Assembly.

Ath, That no person shall be admitted into the remaining part of the house except

members of the Assembly, the magistrates of the city of Edinburgh for the time

being, the Lord Commissioner's attendants, and parties with their counsel and agents.

5lh, That the members shall, when they deliver their commissions to the clerks of

the Assembly, receive tickets, containing their respective names, from the said clerks

;

and that the beadles shall be strictly enjoined to refuse them admittance into the

house unless they shall produce their tickets, or shall, upon amotion for that purpose,

be admitted by the authority of the Assembly.

Qth, That a beadle shall be appointed to superintend the other beadles, and be

made responsible for their conduct.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1802.— Tlte General Assembly s Answer to the Kiiig''s most gracious

Letter,

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your ]\Iajesty hath honoured this meeting of our

National Assembly, hath been received by us with all the respect and gratitude due

for such a mark of royal favour.

The approbation which your Majesty is pleased to express of the General Assem-

blies of the Church of Scotland we feel as an animating motive to persevere in the

conduct which procures for us the sanction of your royal authority.

The appointment of the Right Honourable Francis Lord Napier to represent your

royal person in this General Assembly, we regard as a fresh proof of your Majesty's

favour. His zeal for your Majesty's service, his affection for the Church of Scotland,

and his firm attachment to the true interests of his country, ensure to him the most

respectful and cordial reception.
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We rely, with gratitude and confidence, upon the assurance that it is your Majes-
ty's fixed purpose and resolution to support the Church which we represent, in the

full possession and enjoyment of all its rights and privileges, as by law established.

VVe feel most deeply the importance of your Majesty's paternal warning, that the

prosperity of our Church will ever essentially depend upon the due discharge of the

duties incumbent upon all the members of it, in their several ranks and stations ; and
we shall not cease to pray that we may be enabled, through the Divine blessing, by
a zealous and prudent exertion of the influence belonging to our sacred functions, to

promote the accomplishment of an object so desirable. At this moment, in particu-

lar, whilst we endeavour to impress upon the minds of the people committed to our

charge a due sense of gratitude to that Divine Providence which has enabled your
Majesty to put an end to a long and arduous war, and to restore to them the bless-

ings of peace, we shall not fail to remind them, that nothing but a strict obedience

to the will of God, a firm adherence to our reformed faith, a disinterested love of

their country, and submission to its laws, can give these blessings permanence and
stabilit}^ VVe bless the King of kings, that we live under the government of a Prince

who recommends to our attention objects so worthy of all our care ; whose ready con-

currence will support, and whose high approbation will reward, every exertion to pro-

mote them.
We receive witli much gratitude the royal donation of L.1000, for promoting the

knowledge of the Protestant religion in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. We
shall apply it, with fidelity and diligence, to the pious and important purpose for

which it is given.

That Almighty God, by whom Kings reign, may preserve your Majesty's person,

and direct 3'our councils ;—that He may bless the Queen, the Prince and Princess of
Wales, and all the Royal Family;—that He may continue to us the many national bless-

ings in which your subjects now rejoice ; and that, after enjoying long the affection

of a loyal and grateful people, you may receive a heavenly crown, are the earnest

prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Finlayson, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1802.

—

Addrifss fv his Majesty on the Present Situation of Public

Affairs.
'

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne of

our gracious Sovereign, with every sentiment of warm affection and profound respect,

to congratulate your Majesty on the happy issue which God, in his Providence, hath

given to a bloody, extended, and expensive war, by restoring to Europe the blessings

of peace.

When we consider the singular nature of the late war, which threatened in its

progress the subversion of social order, and of every political establishment in the

civihzed world, v,'c offer up the devout homage of grateful hearts to the Sovereign

of the universe, who, by his blessing on the wisdom of your Majesty's councils, on

the splendid achievements of your fleets and armies, on the steady, affectionate,

and zealous loyalty of your people, not only hath maintained our independence as a

nation, but, from the furnace of v>ar, hath brought us forth a people increasing in

5 u
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our numbers, united in our strength, growing in prosperity, attached with warmer
affection to your Majesty's person and government, and animated by a steadier zeal

in support of our unrivalled constitution, both in Church and State.

The Church which we represent has uniformly experienced, and we gratefully

acknowledge, the benign influence of your Majesty's auspicious reign. We bless the

God of heaven for having given us a King whose public and private virtues adorn

the most exalted state of human greatness. We renew the declarations of former

Assemblies, that, in the faithful discharge of our duty, we will continue to cultivate

in the minds of the people that reverence of God, and zeal for revealed religion ; that

loyalty to our Sovereign, and attachment to the constitution; those .habits of persever-

ing industry, and of domeslic virtue, which have stamped upon Britons a national

character, that is the glory of our country, and the admiration of the world. As the

servants of the God of peace we have, with deep commiseration of afflicted humani-

ty, contemplated the workings of that spirit of insubordination, which has convulsed

the world ; and in review of the late eventful contest we find, highly endeared to

our affectionate veneration, a Sovereign, who is the father of his subjects, and the

watchful guardian of a constitution which, built upon the permanent foundation of

religion and liberty, shall, we trust, be preserved, through ages, a sacred pledge of

the protecting care of Heaven—a majestic monument of the wisdom of our ancestors,

by whose enlightened patriotism it was reared,—an illustrious trophy to the valour

of our contemporaries, by whom it has been so bravely defended,—and a blessing

to the succeeding race of Britons, who, we hope, shall receive it unimpaired as the

rich inheritance of their fathers.

That Almighty God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may prolong

your Majesty's life, and prosper your administration ; that He may bless the Queen,
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all your Royal Family; and that, after a

useful and happy reign on earth, you may obtain a crown of glory, is the earnest

prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal suljjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Finlayson, Moderator.

VI.

Sess. 7, May 27, 1802.

—

Order and Injunction of the General Assembly to the Pres-

byteries of the Church, concerning Teachers and Schoolmasters, renewed.

(The Injunctions of 1799, 1800, and 1801, are first repeated in the original

edition.)

The General Assembly find, from the report of their Committee respecting the

examination of Schools, That sixty Presbyteries have made returns of their obe-

dience to the injunctions of the General Assembly ; and that eighteen have hitherto

made none : That of the additional returns this year, six Presbyteries report that they

have completely fulfilled the instructions of the Assembly ; four that they have made
considerable progress, and will proceed in their diligence; and three state that they

have met vith considerable difficulties : That in one Presbytery there is a united

parish where there is no parochial schoolmaster, nor any school-room, nor schoolmas-

ter's house ; and that, though a large district, it has been deprived of a public teachei

for these six years past. That in another Presbytery there are missionaries, whc
have evaded the order of the sheriff, to cease from teaching till they had complied

with the laws of the country respecting teachers. And that, in a third, a certain

student has become a missionary preacher; and that, under his direction, and thai
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of others, various schools are taught, and irregular teachings and preachings per-
sisted in ; and that the said student refuses either to sign the Formula, or to qualify

to government : That several Presbyteries who had formerly sent reports, have again

made returns of a satisfactory nature.
i The General Assembly, having taken the above circumstances into their serious

consideration, did, and hereby do, renew their former injunctions to Presbyteries, and
expressly require reports from such Presbyteries as have hitherto made none ; re-

commending it to all Presbyteries to send lists of refractory teachers to the sheriffs

of counties, that they may proceed against them according to law.

VII.

Sess. 7, Mai/ 27, 1802.

—

Declaration and Instruction of the General Assembly in

favour of the Parochial Schoolmasters in Scotland.

The General Assembly, having taken into their serious consideration Overtures

from the Presbyteries of Lochmaben and Annan, concerning the present state of the

parish schools of Scotland, feel themselves called upon, as the constitutional super-

intendents of all teachers of youth within the bounds of this Church, to declare,

that the parochial schoolmasters of Scotland being entrusted, in a considerable

degree, with the important charge of instilling into the minds of the rising genera-

tion the principles of religion and morality, are well entitled to public encourage-

ment ; that they are a most useful body of men, whose exertions, by disseminating

amongst all ranks of the community solid and practical instruction, have contri-

buted very much to the improvement, the good order, and the success of the people
of Scotland ; that, by the depreciation of the value of money, their salaries and
emoluments, which, with a very few exceptions, are paid entirely in monej', are not
equal to the gains of a day-labourer ; that in many parts of the country it has of

late been found impossible to fill the parish schools with persons properly qualified,

and that the whole order is sinking to a state of depression most hurtful to their

usefulness; that it is extremely desirable that means should be devised for holding
forth to men of sound principles and good capacity sufficient inducement to under-
take the office of parochial schoolmasters ; and that such men, when properly en-
couraged, having an interest in the prosperity of the country, would prove the most
effectual instruments of counteracting the operations of those who, at present, or in

any future time, may attempt to poison the minds of the rising generation with prin-

ciples inimical to religion, subversive of order, and destructive of our happy consti-

tution in Church and State.

The General Assembly instruct their Moderator, and the Procurator for the

Church, to embrace every favourable opportunity of expressing, in the name of the

Church, the sentiments contained in this Declaration ; to correspond upon this im-
portant subject with his Majesty's Officers of State for Scotland, and to co-operate

in every way that may appear to them most prudent and effectual, for giving to any
plan that may be formed for the relief of the parochial schoolmasters all the weight

which it can derive from the countenance of the General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland.

VIII.

Sess. 8, May 28, 1802.

—

Act concerning the Extent and Marches of Glebes.

The General Assembly, having taken into their consideration the 8th Act of As-
sembly, 1762, entitled, " Act against Dilapidation of Stipends, and for ascertaining

the Extent of Glebes," did, and hereby do, enjoin the Synods of this Church to

take care that Presbyteries strictly obey the same, particularly respecting the ex-

I
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tent and marches of glebes, and other emoluments, as expressed in the said Act,

whereof the tenor follows :—&c.

(See Act 8th, Assembly, 1762.)

IX.

Sess. 9, Maj/ 29, 1802.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

X.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1802.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

XI. I

Sess. 9, May 29, 1802.

—

Overture and Recommendation respecting tlie Promoting of
Theological Learning.

It was overtured to the General Assembly, That, for the important purpose of

promoting Theological Learning, the Assembly recommend in the following I
terms :

—

^^ hereas there is nothing mere essentially connected with the best interests of the

Church, than the improvement of those who are in a course of preparation for be-

coming ministers of it : and that it is of the utmost importance they should make
theological literature not a secondary, but the first and chief subject of their study

;

and considering that the law respecting the licensing of probationers shortens the

period of study, when regular attendance is given ; the General Assembly, with the

design of following out the meaning of this provision, and making students of divi-

nity embrace every opportunity of improvement which the Universities afford where
they give such attendance, hereby most earnestly recommend to all Presbyteries,

that when students apply to be taken on trials, as having given regular attendance,

they shall require from them certificates of their having attended all the Professors

of Divinity who regularly deliver lectures in the Universities where they have studied,

whether these lectures be delivered by those Professors usually denominated Pro-

fessors of Divinity, or of Church History; and likewise of their having attended the

Professor of Hebrew at least for one session.

The General Assembly, having taken this overture into their serious consideration,

unanimously approved thereof^ and did, and hereby do, most earnestly recommend
the same to all the Presbyteries of this Church accordingly. And, with the design

of making this their recommendation completely known, the Assembly ordain, that it

be printed in a commodious form, and transmitted to the several Presbyteries; and
also, that a copy be sent to every Theological Professor in the different universities

of Scodand, to be read by him at some convenient time towards the beginning of

each session.

XII.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1802.

—

New Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transaiitted.)
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XIII.

S'ess. tilt.. May 31, 1802.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The nest General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Eilinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of ilay
1803.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1803.

I.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1803.— Tlie Kiiiy's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

XL

Sess. I, MaylQ, 1803.^

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, II., &c.

II [.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1803.^— T/ff General Assembly's Answer to tlie King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 8, May 27, 1803.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of Proba-
tioners.

(Re-transmitted.)

Sess, 8, May 27, 1803.

—

Recommendation respecting the Promoting of Theological

Learning.

(Renewed.)
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VL

Sess. 9, Mai/ 28, 1803.

—

Address to his Majesty, on the Providential Discovery and
Defeat of a most Atrocious and Daring Conspiracy,

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland met in the General Assembly, humbly approach the throne, to

express our sincere and heartfelt congratulations on the Providential discovery and
defeat of the late most atrocious and daring conspiracy against your Majesty's person

and government. Enjoying the blessings of your mild and equitable administration,

witnessing in your conduct the unceasing exercise of every public and private virtue,

and convinced, by long experience, of your affectionate concern for the happiness of

all your people, we look back with astonishment and indignation on the desperate

plans of the disaffected ; and with grateful hearts we bless the God of our fathers,

who, in his great goodness, disappointed their counsels, and averted from us the pro-

jected horrors of insurrection and rebellion.

While we thus rejoice in the preservation of our Gracious Sovereign, and of the

domestic tranquillity of our country, we cannot, at this interesting crisis, reflect with-

out anxiety on the renewal of hostilities with France. As servants of the Prince of

peace, lovers of our country, and of mankind, we feel all the sentiments of concern

and regret which become us on the commencement of war. But when we consider

the spirit of ambition and encroachment which actuates the present governors of the

French nation ; their violation of the rights of independent states, especially their

undisguised determination to leave no expedient untried for diminishing the power
and influence of Great Britain ; their repeated and insulting attempts to interfere

with the internal arrangements of this kingdom, and to procure, by menaces, an in-

fringement of our free constitution ; together with the arrogance or the neglect with

which they have persisted to treat the remonstrances made in behalf of the just rights

of jour Majesty's crown and subjects—we cannot fail to be persuaded that the hostile

measures to which your Majesty has at last so reluctantly resorted, had become indis-

pensably necessary for maintaining the honour and security of the nation. Deeply
impressed with these considerations, we shall omit no means becoming our station of

cherishing in the people committed to our charge, that loyalty to the King, that sub-

mission to the laws, that zeal for the defence of their religion, of their liberties and
independence, which the circumstances of the times so imperiously demand. Proud
of the privileges which Britons enjoy, the people of this happy land feel, as one man
the inestimable value of the great interests that are now at stake ; they see with dm
solicitude, but without dejection or fear, the dangers that threaten them. And we are'

persuaded, that, at this moment, we can do nothing which will be more acceptable to

them, than to convey to the throne their fixed and unalterable resolution to defend,

at all hazards, and against every aggressor, the honour and independence of their

country.

We are thankful to Providence, that the seditious spirit which a few years ago had
infected some of your Majesty's subjects in this part of the United Kingdom has now
ceased to show ilself. And we trust that the unanimity of the people, under the

guidance of your Majesty's paternal wisdom, will, through the blessing of Heaven, be

effectual for the protection of our national security, and for restoring to us, at no dis-

tant period, the blessings of a safe, honourable, and lasting peace.

That Almighty God may bless your Majesty's fleets and armies with success ; that

He may direct your councils, and make your reign long and prosperous ; and that a

race of kings of your royal line, friends of religion, liberty, and their country, may
always sway the sceptre of these lands, are, through Christ, the prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Gilbert Gerard, Moderator.

i
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VII.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1S03

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General AssembljApcc

VIIL

Sess. 9, May 28, 1803.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majestfs Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess, ult., May 30, 1803.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held within
the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May 1804.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

\
THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT

EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1804.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1804.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 17, 1804.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. It is with the highest satis-

faction that we have again thought fit to sanction with our royal authority this Gene-
ral Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Assured by the experience of a long course

of years, we look forward with perfect confidence to the continuance of that zeal,

wisdom, and moderation, which have uniformly marked your proceedings, and to a

steady perseverance in those sentiments of loyalty and affection towards us and our

government for which you have ever been distinguished. Ou our part, you may
firmly rely upon our effectual co-operation and support, and upon our unalterable

resolution to maintain the Church you represent in the full possession and enjoyment

of all its rights and privileges, as by law established. The objects of your care arc
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both arduous and important. To your charge are committed the most essential in-

terests of my people, their morals and their religion ; the indispensable means of their

happiness here, and the only ground of their hopes hereafter. Like faithful shepherds
of the flock, you will watch over them with unceasing vigilance ; and if this be at all

times your bounden duty, and the effectual discharge of it so essentially necessary to

the public welfare, I need not remind you what a pecMiar degree of importance is at

present attached to it, and how nearly we are concernea to secure, by our unremittins;

and best endeavours, in these awful times of difficulty and danger, that Divine pro-

tection with which we have been hitherto so signally favoured. We have again
thought fit to constitute and appoint our right trusty and well-beloved Francis Lord
Napier to be our Connnissioner, and to represent our person in this General Assem-
bly, not doubting but that he will continue to be acceptable to you, as well from his

zeal and affection for our person and government, as for the knowledge and upright-

ness with which he will fulfil the duties of this high and important office. And so

we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James!s, the 9th day of May 1804, in the forty-fourth

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

C. YoRKE.

Addressed thus—To the Right Eeverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,
Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

in.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1804.— The General Assembli/s Answer to the Kinijs most graciom
Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour the pre-

sent General Assembly of the Church of Scotland was received with the most lively

sentiments of respect and gratitude.

The entire approbation which, from the experience of a long course of years, your

Majesty has condescended to express of former General Assemblies, is to us a most

valuable recompence for our past labours in the discharge of duty. And it forcibly

reminds us of the many signal blessings wiiich, by the favour of Divine Providence,

our Church and nation have enjoyed under the auspices of a King, to whose heart

nothing is dearer than the happiness of his people, and to whose regard nothing is a

more effectual recommendation than a sincere desire to promote that object.

The confidence which your Majesty is pleased to repose in this General Assembly

we are anxious to justify and confirm, as well by persevering attention to the great

interests of religion and order, as by that moderation in our proceedings, and that

mutual charity which are so congenial to the spirit of the Gospel, and so conducive

to the dignity and usefulness of our deliberations.

We receive with the utmost satisfaction the renewed assurance of your Majesty's

unalterable resolution to maintain the Church we represent in the full possession and
enjoyment of all its rights and privileges, as by law established ; and in the exercise

of our functions we firmly I'ely upon your Majesty's effectual co-operation and sup-

port.

We are deeply sensible of the importance of the objects of our care. We know
and feel that to our charge are committed the most essential interests of your Ma-
jesty's people in this part of the United Kingdom, their morals and their religion

;

the indispensable means of their happiness here, and the only ground of their hopes

herealter.

Animated in the work of our ministry by your Majesty's affectionate recommenda-
tions, we will watch over the flock with unceasing vigilance, and be careful to lead
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them in those paths of righteousness, in which we may hope to obtain the continuance

of that Divine protection with which we have hitherto been so signally favoured.

We feel that tliis is at all times our bounden duty, and that a peculiar degree of im-

portance is attached to the effectual discharge of it in the present times of difficulty

and danger. We should be wanting, however, in the duty we owe to those over

whom we preside in the offices of religion, if we did not assure your Majestj' that

their good dispositions in the present trying circumstances at once encourage and
assist our exertions.

The re-appointment of the Right Honourable Francis Lord Napier to represent

your Majesty's royal person in this General Assembly is to us most acceptable. The
experience we have had of the affection of that Noble Lord for your Majesty's person

and government ; of the knowledge and uprightness with which he has formerly ful-

filled the duties of that high office ; and of his zeal for the interest of the Church of

Scotland, entitles him to our highest honour and regard.

We receive your Majesty's royal donation for the propagation of Christian know-
ledge, and the princi[)!es of the Reformed religion, in the Highlands and Islands of

Scotland, as a pleasing expression of your Majesty's unremitted attention to the best

interests of your people. It shall be our care to secure, by a faithful and considerate

application of this bounty, the valuable objects for which it has been bestowed.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect your Ma-
jesty's person, and prosper the administration of your government; that He may blesi

the Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that,

after a long and happy reign over a loyal and affectionate people, you may at length

be received to the glories of the heavenly kingdom, are the fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-
tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Inglis, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1804.

—

Address to his Majesty on the present Arduous Situation of
Public Affairs.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, mel in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne,

in the present alarming situation of the affairs of Europe, wiih sentiments of the most

sincere and affectionate attachment to your Majesty's person and government.

Persuaded that your Majesty's paternal care preserved to us the blessings of peace,

so long as they could be retained with safety and honour, we beheld with indigna-

tion that spirit of aggression and aggrandisement in the ruler of France, which ob-

liged vour Majesty to draw the sword in defence of every thing we regard as dear.

His lawless ambition, not satisfied with the overthrow of several independent govern-

ments, with the extinction of some of the mosi free and prosperous states, and with

the subjugation of France itself to a most odious tyranny, seems to aim at nothing

less than universal domination.

Regarding the ])rosperity and power of Britain as the chief obstacles to the pro-

gress of his despotism, he directs all his force, and that of his allies, to the invasion of

our country, and, by a mighty and unprecedented armament, in the fierceness of his

rage, threatens us with desolation.

Although we consider the present war as the most arduous and important contest

in which our country has ever been engaged ; although we feel that our religion, our

liberties; our laws, and our existence as a nation, are at stake
; yet, trusting in the

5 X
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justice of our cause, and looking up with humble confidence for the continuance of

that Divine protection vvhicli lias hitherto supported us, we behold the immense pre-

parations of the enemy without dismay.

We rejoice in that ardour and enthusiasm in the cause of their country which ani-

mate all classes of your Majesty's subjects ; and we have peculiar satisfaction in be-

ing able to assure your Majesty that this generous and patriotic spirit glows in the

hearts of the people of Scotland.

We beg leave to congratulate your Majesty on the success which has attended your

arms, in confining within their ports formidable armaments, intended to carry war, in

all its horrors, into the heart of our country, and on the important conquests achieved

by your forces in the East and West Indies.

Happy in the inestimable privileges we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and pa-

ternal rule, we trust that the united efforts of a brave nation will, by the blessing of

the Almighty, defend and maintain our free constitution, against the hostile enter-

prises of a haughty enemy, and convince him that he shall never be able to wrest

from us and from our children the prosperity at which he may repine.

That the God of armies, the Arbiter of battles, may give success to the means em-
ployed for the protection and security of our country ; that He may shield your Ma-
jesty's fleets and armies, and lead them to victory ; that He may speedily restore to

us the blessings of an honourable, an advantageous, and a lasting peace ; that, happy

in your family and government, your Majesty may long reign in the hearts of your

subjects ; and that descendants of your illustrious house, steadily maintaining the

civil and religious rights of a free people, may sway the British sceptre to the latest

posterity, are the fervent prayers of,

Most Gracious Sovereign, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Inglis, Moderator.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1804.— Commission of the General Assembly t4} certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sesi. 9, -^'fiii/ 26, 1804.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty s

Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIL

Sess. 9, 3Iay 26, 1804.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of Pro-
bationers.

(Renewed and re-transmitted.)
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VIII.

Sess. 9, il/ay 26, 1804

—

Recommendation respecting the Promoting of Theological
Learning.

(Renewed.)

I

1

IX.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1804—Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to he held with-
in the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 16th day of May 1805.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. JEccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 16, 1805.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1805.

—

T7ie King\ Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess, 1, May 16, 1805.

—

TTie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 18, 1805.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 18, 1805 Address to his Majesty on the present Arduous Situation of

Public Affairs.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in our General Assembly, desire to approach the throne in
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the present circumstances of national danger, for the purpose of expressing our af-

fectionate and zealous attachment to your Majesty's person and government.
Deeply impressed with a sense of the invaluable blessings which our country has so

long enjoyed, under the operation of equal laws, and under your Majesty's mild and
auspicious reign, we cannot look, without much anxiety, to the progress of a war in

which the avowed design of our inveterate foe is the subversion of our liberty and
independence. And we lament that the conduct of another nation, under the in-

fluence of the enemy with whom we chiefly contend, has, at length, rendered it in-

dispensable for your Majesty to extend still more widely the scene of this arduous
contest. Yet it is impossible not to perceive, in the present condition of that nation,

and of other states that have yielded to the same domineering foe, the most decisive

evidence that our safety, under God, depends upon a spirit of vigorous and deter-

mined resistance, proportioned to whatever shall be the difficulties, and the necessary

duration of the war in which we arc engaged.
As servants of the God of peace, we rejoice to hear that a pacific overture had

been received by your Majesty. But while we repose entire confidence in your Ma-
jesty's councils, for acceding at any time to such terms of peace as may be consistent

with the permanent safety and interests of the British empire, we cannot forget that

these objects are intimately connected with the general security and independence
of Europe, and that the maintenance of our national honour is indispensable to our

national safety. We, therefore, congratulate your Majesty on the patriotic zeal, so

universally manifested by your subjects, as the best pledge of our ultimately rising su-

perior to the power of our enemies. And feeling ourselves, in some measure, re-

sponsible for those under our own charge, we have much satisfaction in assuring your
Majesty of the confirmed loyalty and ardent patriotism of the people of Scotland.

We are proud to think, that, notwithstanding the extensive preparations that were
early made for the invasion of our coasts, the enemy has been hitherto deterred from

the attempt by the well known state of our national defence, and the unexampled ar-

dour that has been manifested in our country's cause ; and, if the perseverance of our

countrymen shall be equal to their ardour, we are confident that, under God, we shall

remain a free and independent people.

While we look, therefore, to the great Arbiter of nations for his continued protec-

tion, we feel that no other worldly object is, in such circumstances, entitled to stand

in competition with an unremitted discharge of our duty to our country. We pledge

ourselves to our King, in the presence of God, that we shall be unceasing in our own
endeavours to impress upon the people under our charge an indelible sense of what
they owe to our national cause. And we hope, that to whatever period the destruc-

tive machinations of our enemies may be protracted, it will be found that Britons are

not unprepared to defend an inheritance derived from men who thought it worthy to

be purchased with their blood, and who have left it to us, but in trust, for the gene-

rations that are yet to come.

That Almighty God may continue to bless the means employed for our national

defence ;—that He may guide your Majesty's councils, and give success to your fleets

and armies; that He may soon restore to us the blessings of an honourable and per-

manent peace:—that your Majesty may long reign over a free and loyal people; and
that you may at length exchange an earthly for a heavenly crown, are the fervent

prayers of,

May it plc;ise your Majesty, vour Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

George Hamilton, Moderator.
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Sess. 9, 3Iai/ 25, 1805.

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers
and Ruling Eldersfor discussinc/ Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

I Sess. 9, May 25, 1 805.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Refor-

I

malion of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's
Royal Bounty for that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1805.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of
Probationers.

(Renewed and re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. ult.. May 27, 1805.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held withia

the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May 1806.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1806.

I.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1806.

—

Tfie King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 22, 1806.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The season of your annual



902 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1806.

meeting being arrived, we have thought fit to constitute and appoint our right trusty

and well-beloved Francis Lord Napier to represent our royal person in your Gene-
ral Assembly. This appointment, we are confident, will be received by you as the

best proof we can give, both of our firm attachment to the Christian religion, and of

our tender regard for the particular rights and privileges of our Church of Scotland

;

inasmuch as we are firmly persuaded, that the well-known zeal of this our Commis-
sioner in the cause of revealed religion, as well as his long experience in the eccle-

siastical affairs of this part of our United Kingdom, will render him an active sup-

porter of all good measures, and an al)le adviser in all difficulties. That you are met
together in times of extraordinary pressure and evident danger, botli to Church and
State, is a remark which cannot fail forcibly to strike every member of your learned

and venerable body, and that vour duties, as pastors of the Church of Scotland, are,

in consequence, greatly multiplied, and your responsibility much increased, is an ob-

servation too plain to require illustration. At no former period of our history have we
stood more in need of the aid and support of religion; at no time have sound princi-

ples and virtuous practice been more necessary to our preservation as a Church and
nation. To you, therefore, to whom are entrusted the oracles of God, and to whose
lot it has fallen to instruct our subjects, and lead them in the paths of righteousness,

to you we naturally look, in the hour of trial, for a conscientious and vigorous dis-

charge of your pastoral duties. We expect from your tried wisdom and approved
virtue, that your flocks will be fed with the wholesome doctrines of the Gospel ; that

the morality you inculcate, and the rules of good conduct which you prescribe, will

be constantly referred to, and regulated by the pure standard of God's holy Word

;

and that faith in our Lord Jesus Christ will be so preached by you, as to become a

motive to newness of life, and an obligation to reformation of manners. You cannot
fail to have noticed that some have lately attempted to build on other foundations,

vainly relying on false philosophy and worldly wisdom ; but their principles have
been made manifest of what sort they are; that they are not principles of purity and
excellence, but of refinement and subtilty. But we are assured of better things con-

cerning you ; that as heretofore you have proved yourselves discreet and diligent dis-

pensers of God's holy Word, so now, that your best endeavours will not be wanting to

the good of our C^hurch, and the welfare of our people, and that you will so adorn the

one by your life and doctrine, and so zealously and faithfully watch over the other,

that both, by your guidance, may continually advance in happiness and prosperity.

Wherefore, most earnestlj' recommending you to the Divine blessing and protection,

we heartily bid you farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 12th day of May 1806, in the 46th year of
|

our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Spencbr.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator, Mini-
sters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

in.

Seaa. 3, May 24, 1806.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracimis
Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty hath been pleased to honour this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland was received with the warmest feel-

ings of respect and gratitude.

The renewed appointment of Lord Napier to represent your royal person in this

Assembly is to us a most gratifying pledge of your Majesty's firm attachment to the
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Christian religion, and tender regard for the particular rights and privileges of the

Church of Scotland. His well-known zeal in the cause of revealed religion, and
his long experience in the ecclesiastical affairs of Scotland, teach us to look to

him with confidence and respectful affection, as the steady friend of our National

Church.
Alet, as we now are, in times of extraordinary pressure and evident danger, both

to Church and State, we feel that our duties, as pastors of the Church of Scot-

land, are, in consequence, greatly multiplied, and our responsibility much increased.

Sensible that at no period of our history have we stood more in need of the aid

and support of religion ; that at no time have sound principles and virtuous practice

been more necessary to our preservation as a Church and nation ; entrusted with

the oracles of God, that we may instruct our people, and lead them in the paths

of righteousness, we feel the strength of the obligations which bind us, in this hour

of trial, to a conscientious and vigorous discharge of our pastoral duty.

Impressed with these sentiments, and deeply affected with your Majesty's pa-

ternal admonitions, we do most solemnly pledge ourselves, through the assistance

of Divine grace, to feed our flocks with, the wholesome doctrines of the Gospel

;

to regulate, by the pure standard of God's holy Word, the morality which we teach,

and so to preach faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, as that it may become a motive

to newness of life. We pledge ourselves especially to lay to heart the warning, so

impressively and seasonably given by your Majesty, concerning the attempts which
some have lately made to build on other foundations, vainly relying on false phi-

losophy and worldly wisdom. Knowing the principles of such men to be as im-

pure in their source as debasing in their tendency, we trust that we shall never

forget the sacred duty of keeping the Church of Scotland free from their stain.

The approbation which your Majesty is pleased to bestow on our former labours

shall animate our future exertions to promote the good of this Church, and the wel-

fare of the people under our charge. We pray that the God whom we serve may
enable us so to adorn the one by our life and doctrines, and so zealously and faith-

fully to watch over the other, that, by his blessing on our humble endeavours, the

happiness and prosperity of both may be advanced.

We entreat your Majesty to accept our humble acknowledgments for your attention

to the advancement of religious knowledge in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

Your royal donation for this purpose we shall faithfully endeavour to apply, so as

most effectually to promote the design for which it is bestowed.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, may direct

your Majesty's councils, and prosper your government ; that He may bless our gra-

cious Queen, their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all

your Royal Family ; that He may long preserve your Majesty to reign over a free,

a loyal, and a virtuous people ; and that He may, through Christ, bestow upon you
hereafter an eternal crown, are the prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Taylok, Jun., Moderator.

IV.

SesB. 3, May 24, 1806.

—

Address to his Majcsfy on the present Arduous Situation of
Public Affairs.

Most gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of

the Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly, beg leave to approach the
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throne of our gracious Sovereign, with the unanimous expression of our affectionate

and zealous attachment to your person and government.

The present circumstances of national danger unite the exertions of all your Ma-
jesty's faithful subjects ; and the immense accessions of strength acquired by our enemy
on the Continent of Europe, although they increase the difficulties of the arduous

contest in which the nation is engaged, invigorate in our hearts every sentiment of I

loyalty and public spirit. In the whole course of his unexampled career, the pre-

sent ruler of France has never obtained any triumph over Britain, and he has noti

hitherto been able even to attempt the execution of his threats of invasion. The
j

protecting arm of Divine Providence has been extended over a nation which hasj

persevered in opposing its influence to the wild progress of inordinate ambition. Aj
succession of the most brilliant naval victories, clouded, alas! by the death of Lord]
Viscount Nelson, but illumined by the glory of many heroes who emulate his fame,'

has given security to our shores, our colonies, and our commerce ; and the mag-
nanimity and patriotism with which all orders of men combine their efforts in main-

taining the independence of Britain, have been rewarded by its remaining, amidst the

wreck of nations, a great and powerful state, with all its institutions entire, with its

spirit unbroken, and its dominions enlarged by the most valuable conquests.

As servants of the Prince of Peace, we pray for a termination of the present com-
motions of Europe. But beholding with just indignation the growing iniquity of

a system which shakes the stability of all regular governments, and reading in the fate

of many states on the Continent, an awful warning against that unwise policy which
would seek to escape present danger by grasping at a delusive peace, inconsistent

with the principles of justice and honour, we recognize your Majesty's paternal care

for your people, in calling forth the resources of this flourishing country to resist the

repeated aggressions of our foe. Far from murmuring at the sacrifices and burdens

which the duration of the contest may require, we join the unanimous voice of our

fellow-subjects in applauding the promptitude and energy of the measures lately

taken for vindicating our just rights in the north of Europe. And we trust in God,
that the wisdom and vigour of your Majesty's councils, the valour and good conduct

of your fleets and armies, and the firmness, fortitude, and good sense of a loyal

people, will enable your Majesty to conduct the operations of a vigorous and successful

war to an honourable conclusion.

Deeply impressed with a sense of the sacred duty which, at such a time as this,

the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland owe to their country, we pledge

ourselves to your Majesty that we will continue, in our several stations, to exert our

influence with alacrity and zeal in cherishing those sentiments of public spirit which
become a people who know the value of their unrivalled constitution, and in pro-

moting that righteousness which exalteth a nation, which is the best expression of

gratitude to the God of our fathers, and the best encouragement to hope that he will

continue to bless our land.

That Almighty God may give success to your Majesty's arms by sea and land

;

that the means employed for the national defence may effectually defeat the designs

of our enemy ; that peace and truth may meet in our days ; that the administration

of your Majesty's government may continue to establish your throne in the hearts of

your subjects, and that descendants of your illustrious hou3e, forming themselves

upon your example, may sway the British sceptre with justice and renown to the

latest posterity, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Taylor, Jun., Moderator.
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V.

Sess. 7, May 29, 1806.— Overture anent Ordained Assistants and Successors.*

Whereas doubts have been entertained, and different practices have prevailed ia

Lthe Church, respecting the situation of ordained assistants and successors, it is

humbly overtured, that the General Assembly shall enact and ordain, that a person
who has been ordained assistant and successor to the minister of a parish, cannot sit

as an elder in the kirk-session of the parish, and that neither his character as assist-

ant, nor the powers conveyed to him by ordination, do, of themselves, entitle him to

summon meetings of session, or to preside there. That the right to sit and vote in

the judicatories of the Church, which constitutionally belongs to the minister of the
parish, remains entire in his person, it can neither be assumed by the assistant, nor
communicated to him by the minister, without the authority of the Church. That
when the minister of the parish is incapable of exercising this right, the Presbytery
may grant authority to the ordained assistant and successor to summon meetings of
session, to preside there, and may also, if they see cause, grant him authority to sit in

the Presbytery and Synod, and a title to be elected a member of the General As-
sembly ; but that the authority and title thus conferred on the assistant and successor

shall cease whensoever the Presbytery find that the minister of the parish is restored

to the capacity of exercising his constitutional right.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1806.

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Rulinrj Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. ulL, June 2, 1806.— Commissioji to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland., and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty for that end.

The General ^Vssembly, &c.—(The terms of the Commission are the same as

formerly, with the omission of these words, which occur about the middle of the Act :

—

" It being understood by this resolution, that the several stations, with regard to

which such conditions were originally made by the committee, when no such decla-

ration of the catechist, or attestation of the Presbytery, as is now proposed, is re-

cci\cd by the cashier, shall be afterwards suppressed by the committee, though the

catechist shall, notwithstanding, receive the salary for the time he is certified to have

performed his duty."—J^rf. 1843.)

\

VIII.

Sess. idt., June 2, 1806.— Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

* This Overture does not appear to hare passed

—

Ed. 1843.

5 Y
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IX.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1806.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 21st day of May
1807.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Dalzel, Cls. Eccl. Scot.

4i:

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1807.

L

Sess. 1, May 21, 1807.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess, 1, May 21, 1807.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and wcll-bcloved, we greet you well. Having had full and con-

tinued proof of the sufficiency and fidelity of our right trusty and well-beloved Francis

Lord Napier, that he is a person every way qualified for rightly managing and dis-

charging the duties of our Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Ciiurch of

Scotland, we have thought fit again to nominate and appoint him to represent our

royal person at the approaching meeting of your venerable body. We doubt not that

this our choice will be acceptable to you, and that it will be considered by ycui as

affording an undeniable proof of the sense which we entertain of that attachment to us

which you have not ceased to manifest, and of the laudable exertions with which you
have constantly promoted the accomplishment of those objects which, through a faith-

ful and approved Commissioner, we have heretofore thought it our duty to recommend
to your special care. We rest assured, that the same attachment and the same exer-

tions will still prevail among you, and that the happiness which has been experienced

by all ranks of people, under the blessings of an invaluable constitution, may still

continue to be felt. We are confident you will inculcate among those committed to

your care the indispensable necessity of a due submission to the laws, and a just

veneration for all constituted establishments and authorities. And that we may not

be wanting in that encoiiragement which we have not failed to afford to those who
labour to establish, upon a firm and sure basis, those blessings which, under Divine

Providence, we are now permitted to enjoy, vre repeat to you our unalterable attach-

ment to the Christian religion, and the unceasing regard which we entertain for the

peculiar privileges of our Church of Scotland ; and we are persuaded, that by the

zealous endeavours of our representative to support its rights, and by the continual

care and watchfulness of you its ap])ointed pastors, those principles of true religion

and piety will grow up and be established among you, upon which alone the welfare
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and the happiness of them can be surely founded. If there be other principles, which
some have not feared to trust to and to teach, be assured that such men have
been blinded by the delusive novelties of false philosophy ; and that although the

enemies of God's Holy Word should increase your labours, and multiply the diffi-

culties with which you have to contend, the doctrines of true religion, inculcated by
your precepts, and sanctioned by your exemplary practice, will confound and put
them to shame. To you we commit, with confidence, the great and sacred trust of
watching over the morals of our people throughout an extensive and important part

of our United Kingdom. To your guidance we still anxiously look to lead them in the

paths of righteousness. We have seen, with increasing joy, the example afforded by
your own wisdom and virtue, constantly teaching them to bear up against all the
dangers and difficulties which have surrounded them ; and we remain in the full

persuasion, that the wholesome doctrines of the Gospel, which you will not fail to re-

commend, will again support them in the hour of trial. Well-beloved, we recom-
mend you most earnestly to God's holy blessing and protection, and heartily bid you
farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 14th day of May 1807, in the forty-seventh

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Hawkesbury.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,
Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1807.— T/ie General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious letter to this General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland hath been received with the strongest feelings of respect and gratitude.

The renewed appointment of Francis Lord Napier to represent your royal person
in this Assembly we regard as a most acceptable proof of your Majesty's approba-
tion and favour. Our experience of the ability with which he executes the duties of

his high trust, and of his zeal for maintaining the privileges of the Church of Scot-

land, have secured to him our respectful and cordial attachment.

The approbation which your Majesty is pleased to express of our exertions in pro-

moting the objects which, on former occasions, your paternal wisdom has recom-
mended to our care, while it excites our gratitude, and strengthens our affection

towards your Majesty, will animate our endeavours to perpetuate the happiness which
hath long been experienced by all ranks of people under the blessings of an invalu-

able constitution. We will inculcate among those committed to our care the in-

dispensable necessity of a due submission to the laws, and a just veneration for all

constituted establishments and authorities. We acknowledge, with thankfulness and
joy, the encouragement afforded by your Majesty to all who labour to establish, upon
a firm and sure basis, those blessings which, under Divine Providence, are enjoyed in

this happy land. And we rely with the fullest confidence on the assurance which
yonr Majesty is pleased to renew, of your unalterable attachment to the Christian

religion, and of your unceasing regard for the peculiar privileges of the Church of
Scotland. Under the sanction of your royal authority, and the blessing of that Divine
Master whom we serve, we trust that success will crown our exertions to disseminate

those principles of true religion and piety on which alone our national welfare can
securely rest. If there be other principles which some have not feared to trust to and
to teach, we are well assured that such men have been blinded by the delusive novel-
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ties of a false philosophy ; and although the enemies of God's Holy Word may in-
^

crease our labour, and multiply the difficulties with which we have to contend, we

trust that, through the influence of Divine grace, we shall be enabled to prevail against I

them, by showing, out of a good conversation, our works with meekness of wisdom.
\

We feel all the importance of the trust reposed in us by your Majesty, and all the

value of that praise with which your Majesty is graciously pleased to honour us ; and

•we pray earnestly to Almighty God, that he would fit us to lead our people in the

ways of righteousness, and to support them by the wholesome doctrines of the Gos-

pel in the hour of trial.

Wc entreat your Majesty to accept our humble acknowledgments for your con-

tinued attention to the religious interests of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

It shall be our endeavour to apply your royal bounty, so as most effectually to pro-

mote the object for which it is bestowed.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect your Ma-
jesty's person, and prosper your government ;—that He may bless abundantly our

gracious Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the members of your

Il.ustrions House ;—that He may long continue to us the blessings which we enjoy

under your Majesty's auspicious reign ; and that He may bestow upon you hereafter

a crown of glory, are the prayers ot)

May it please your ]\Iajcsty, your Majesty's mcist faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Na-

tional Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Sheriffs, Moderator.

«
IV.

Sess. 3, Muy 23, 1807.

—

Address to his Mujesty on the presciU arduous Situation

of Public Affairs.*

Most gracious Sovereign,

May it please your ^lajesty to accept the humble expression of the dutiful and

loyal sentiments with which the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland pre-

sume to approach their gracious Sovereign.

It is the happiness of your people that, during an auspicious reign of forty-seven

years, the conduct of your Majesty has been uniformly governed by the principles

* The following notice of this Address appears in the Abridgment of the Proceedings of 1 807 :

—

" The draught of a loyal Address to his Majesty on the present situation of Public Affairs, being brought

in and read, a motion was made and seconded, to approve of the Address. An objection was stated to the

following clause standing part of the Address, viz. :

—
' We have lately seen the fences of that establish-

ment upheld by the firm and dignified exercise of the constitutional prerogative of the Crown ; and feeling

the security which all our rights and privileges derive from the solicitude with which your Majesty dis-

charges the duties of the Sovereign of a free people, we unite with our fellow-subjects in offering the affec-

tionate tribute justly due to the royal cares lor the public welfare.' And, after reasoning, it was moved,

that the above clause remaining part of tlie Address, the fallowing addition should be made to it, viz.,

' ^Ve venerate the concern which his Majesty manifests in all his conduct, at all times, for the religious

interests of his people ; yet, consistently with our principles as Presbyterians, and as members of a National

Church which has the same legal establishment with the Church of England, we cannot but contemplate

with regret the continuance of those circumstances which e.\elude Presbyterians from civil and military

offices, without a public profession of Episcopacy ; and we trust that the time will soon come, when the

members of the Presbyterian and Episcopal Cliurches will be placed on an equal footing in all parts of his

Majesty's dominions.' After long reasoning, the vote was put. Approve or Amend ; and the roll being

called, and votes marked, it carried, by a great majority, Approve ; and, therefore, the Assembly a|)proved

of the first paragraph of the Address as it stands. Against which sentence Sir Henry Moncreiff Well-

wood entered his dissent, and thoac who should adhere to him were allowed to dissent at any after diet. It

was afterwards moved and agreed to, to insert an additiun.il paragraph to the Address. And which Ad-
dress his Grace the Lord High Commissioner, at the Assembly':: desire, u-jUertook to transmit to his Ma-
jesty, along «ith the Answer to his Majesty's Letter."

—

Ed. 1843.



1807. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 909

which placed the House of Brunswick upon the throne of these realms ; and the

ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland, attached to those principles from
conviction, as well as by their habits and institutions, recollect with peculiar satisfac-

tion, that your Majesty has exhibited the brightest example of a sacred regard to the

Protestant reformed religion. While, in the series of indulgences to Roman Catholic

subjects, which have marked your Majesty's reign, we recognize the enlightened

operation of a mild and tolerant spirit, we have alwaj's found your Majesty the faith-

ful guardian of the Protestant establishment. We have lately seen the fences of that

establishment upheld by the firm and dignified exercise of the constitutional prero-

gative of the crown, and feeling the security which all our rights and privileges derive

from the solicitude with which your Majesty discharges the duties of the Sovereign of

a free people, we unite with our fellow-subjects in offering the affectionate tribute

justly due to the royal cares for the public welfare.

In recollecting your Majesty's uniform zeal for the interest of religion, justice, and
humanity ; the many public measures for the promotion of these great interests by
which your Majesty's reign has been distinguished, and the exalted character which,

under your Majesty's government, the British nation has acquired ; it is with heart-

felt satisfaction that we congratulate your Majesty on the final abolition of the African

Slave Trade, which had so long polluted the commerce, and tarnished the honour of

the British name. We feel, in common with the great body of our fellow-subjects,

that the Act of the last Session of Parliament, which prohibited the further importa-

tion of slaves into the West India Colonies, will ever be regarded as one of the most
splendid events of your Majesty's reign ; and while it proclaims to the world the

justice of the British character, will send the tidings of peace and benevolence to the

injured natives of Africa.

We watch with anxiety, but without dismay, the progress ofthe interesting events that

., distinguish the times in which we live. We lament the calamities ofwar, but we have the

consolation of thinking, that although the inordinate ambition of our enemy renders the

prolongation of the arduous contest indispensably necessary for the security and honour
of the British empire, the resources of the country are not exhausted, and the spirit of

the people is unbroken. While we hear with admiration and gratitude of the gallant

achievements of your Majesty's forces by sea and land, wc behold all around us sub-

mitting patiently to the burdens and sacrifices to which the voice of their country calls

them ; and we account it our bounden duty to exert all our influence in cherishing

that true patriotism which unites all orders of men in the national defence.

That the God of battles may bless your Majesty's arms ;—that the wisdom and
vigour of your Majesty's councils may continue to establish your throne in the hearts

of your subjects ; and that the British sceptre may, till the latest posterity, be swayed
by Princes of your Illustrious House, formed by your example to maintain the liber-

ties, and to possess the confidence of a grateful people, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

James Sheriffs, Moderator,

V.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1807.— Commission of the General Assembli/ to certain Ministers and
Rulinij Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Sess. 9, May ^0, 1807 Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bountyfor that end.

The General Assembly, &c.—(The Act is the same as that of last Year.)

VII.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1807.— Overture respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess, ult., June 1, 1807.

—

Act anent Printing Commissions.

[The General Assembly, upon report of their Committee appointed to prepare an
enactment for printing Commissions, approve of the following enactment for printing

the Commissions from Presbyteries and Burghs. But in regard that the Forms of

Commissions from the several Universities differ in some respects from one another,

judged it best to continue them on their present footing.]

Whereas various inconveniences have been found to arise from the present usage

of the Church, with respect to the mode of making out commissions to the members
of Assembly;
The General Assembly enact and appoint, that in future all commissions from

Presbyteries and Burghs shall be printed by the printer to the Church, under the

superintendence of the clerks of Assembly, agreeably to the forms now authorised by
the General Assembly, with necessary blanks for names, designations, dates, and
qualifications—[Here must be narrated in a note the qualifications of Elders of

Burghs;]—and the expense of the same defrayed out of the funds of the Church.

That a sufKcient number of said blank commissions shall be forwarded by the clerks

of Assembly to all clerks of Presbyteries and Burghs, as soon as said commissions

can be printed; and that they shall be supplied by the clerks of Assembly with copies

of the same from time to time, as occasion may require, upon making a demand to

that effect.

That although every commission from a Presbytery must contain the names of all

the persons chosen to represent that Presbytery, the Assembly nevertheless enact,

that it shall be competent for each of said delegates to require from the Presbytery

a regularly attested copy of the commission, which the said Presbytery must furnish,

upon the same being demanded in due time. It being understood, that ordy one copy
of the attested commission, from each Presbytery, shall be required by the Assembly
in making up the roll of its members ; provided always, that if a commission shall

have been given in to the clerk for that purpose, in any respect defective or errone-

ous, it shall be competent for any other of the delegates from thai Presbytery to give

in another commission from his Presbytery, if he any has, which, if accurate, shall be

sustained.

And as it may sometimes happen, that the clerks of Presbyteries, more especially

of such Presbyteries as are situated in remote parts of the country, may not be in

possession of such printed commissions as may be wanted, the Assembly appoint, that

in all such cases the commission shall be written out according to the forms and usage

of the Church previous to the date of this enactment.
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IX.

Sess. uU., June 1, 1807.— Overture respecting the Ordination of Elders.

(See Act 10th, 1816.)

X.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1807.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of May
1808. .

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. EccL Scot.

i

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1808.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1808.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 19, 1808.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the Geneinl Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty^s Commissioner,

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. We are pleased again to ap-

point our right trusty and well-beloved Francis Lord Napier to be our Commissioner
at the approaching General Assembly of your venerable body. We doubt not that

this our choice will be acceptable to you, and that it will be an additional proof of

our care and attention to the general interests of religion, and more particularly of

our attachment and regard to the Church of Scotland, to whose care so considerable

a portion of our subjects is entrusted, to be by them instructed in the great and aw-
ful truths of religion, and to learn from them those unerring rules of morality, which
arc in vain sought to be grounded on the speculative reasonings, or the unsatisfactory

hypotheses of philosophy. Convinced, as we are, of the qualifications of your vene-

rable body, to preserve, in their original purity, those doctrines which have so long
flourished in your Church, we still think it more particularly our duty to call forth

your zeal, at a time when menaced by so gigantic a power, and nearly surrounded by
the instruments of his unprincipled devastation. We feel confident in the loj'al en-
deavours and persevering efforts of our subjects, from a conviction of the justice with
which these efforts have been directed uniformly in the cause of virtue and morality;

and trusting, that however ill we may have deserved of that Almighty power, by whose
command alone nations and empires rise and fall, flourish and decay, that still his
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mercy is infinite, and that he will not rigorously visit the sins of his people, or send

the avenging angel to destroy this country, where alone religion, virtue, morality,

and honour, are still respected: But, that these our hopes and expectations may be

realized, it behoves us more particularly to exhort you to activity in the duties im-

posed upon your offices, most carefully to repress every irregularity and abuse, which

time, accident, or evil-designing persons may have introduced in the Church govern-

ment ; and, lastly, most earnestly do we entreat your spiritual aid and assistance, by
your exhortations, to prepare the persons committed to your charge for the many
hardships which this arduous contest may impose upon them. Convinced, therefore,

well-beloved, of your attachment to us, we commend you most earnestly to God's

holy keeping and protection, and heartily bid you farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 9th day of May 1808, in the forty-eighlh

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Hawkesbury.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well- beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland.

m.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1808 The General Assemhli/s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty hath been pleased to honour this

meeting of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland hath been received with

equal respect and gratitude.

The renewed appointment of Francis Lord Napier to be your Majesty's High
Commissioner in this Assembly is in the highest degree acceptable to the Church of

Scotland. VVe regard it as a proof of your Majesty's care and attention to the gene-

ral interests of religion, and more particularly of your gracious attachment and regard

to our National Church, that your royal person is represented among us by one whom
we so highly and so justly value.

We are deeply impressed with the importance of the trust committed to us, of in-

structing so considerable a portion of your Majesty's subjects in the great and awful

truths of religion, and in those unerring rules of morality, of which the foundation is

sought in vain in mere speculative reasoning, or in the unsatisfying hypotheses of

philosophy.

It is our anxious wish and hope, that those doctrines wliich have so long flourished

in our Church may still be preserved in their original purity. And we are most sin-

cerely grateful for the paternal solicitude with which yo-ir Majesty calls forth our

zeal in their defence, at a time when we are menaced by so gigantic a power, and

nearly surrounded by the instruments of his unprincipled devastation. It shall be

our earnest study that the loyal endeavours and persevering efforts of your Majesty's

subjects may never be wanting in the cause of virtue and morality, that religion and

honour may still be respected in our land ; and we trust, in the infinite mercy of God,

that however ill we have deserved of that Almighty power, by whose command alone

empires rise or fall, he will not rigorously visit the sins of his people, nor send forth

the avenging angel to destroy. We shall endeavour to guard, with the most vigilant

care, against every irregularity or abuse, which time, accident, or the attempts of

evil-designed persons, may have a tendency to introduce into our Church government.

And we entreat your Majesty to believe, that every exhortation which it is in our
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power to employ shall be used in preparing the people under our charge for tlic

many hardships which they may be called to endure in the arduous contest in which

we are at present involved.

We have received, with respectful gratitude, and shall endeavour faithfully and
zealously to employ, your Majesty's royal donation of L. 1 000, for propagating the

knowledge of the Gospel in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

We entreat your Majesty to be at all times assured of our affectionate attachment

to your person and government ; and that Almighty God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, may protect your Majesty and prosper your councils ;—that He may
bless abundantly our gracious Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and ail the

members of your Illustrious House ;—that He may long continue to us the inestimable

benefits which we enjoy under your Majesty's reign ; and that He may bestow upon
you hereafter a crown of glory, are the prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and

most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

A. Ghant, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 4, May 21, 1808.

—

Address to his Majesty on the present Arduous Situation of
Public Affairs.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your IMajcsty's most dutiful and loycd subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in the General Assembly, embrace the earliest opportunity

of approaching your throne at this interesting juncture, to express our sincere and in-

violable attaclunent to your royal person and government.

We join most cordially with our fellow-subjects, in every affectionate testimony of

loyalty to our most gracious Sovereign, and of zeal for the honour and happiness of

our country.

As servants of the God of peace, we deplore the continuance of war, and its attend-

ant miseries. We behold, with astonishment and concern, the alarming progress of

the arms of France on the Continent of Europe ; and while we see our implacable

enemy overturning the thrones of princes, and trampling upon the rights of nations,

we are sensii)le of the danger to which o\w dearest interests, as a nation, are exposed.

But we derive much encouragement from reflecting, that the vigilance, wisdom, and
vigour oFyour Majesty's councils, have hitherto, by the blessing of Heaven, frustrated

the hostile designs of the unnatural combination formed against us; and we trust,

that your Majesty, supported by the wise and generous patriotism of your faithful

subjects, will be enabled, under God, to bring this arduous contest to an issue, suc-

cessful and glorious for Britain.

We regard it as our immediate duty, in such a time of national exertion, to be in-

defatigably diligent in the ftuictions of our sacred office, that we may lead those en-

trusted to our care to a due consideration of the awful judgments which are in the

earth, impress them with a deep sense of their manifold transgressions, and incite

them to such a reformation in their hearts and lives as may, through the merits of

our Lord Jesus Christ, avert from our country the calamities which our iniqr.ilies

justly deserve.

That the God of battles may crown with victory your Majesty's fleets and armies;

—that the present war may speedily terminate in an honourable and lasting peace;

—and that your Majesty may long reign tlic 'oeloved Sovereign of a free and happy
people, are the sincere and earnest prayers of,

5 z
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May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, most faithful,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

A. Gkant, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1808.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1808.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1808.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. ult.. May 30, 1808.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of
Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1808.— Order and Injunction of the General Assembly to the Presby-

teries of tlie Church, concerning Teachers and Schoolmasters.

T^ie General Assembly called for the rep^t of the committee appointed to class

returns respecting the regular examination of schools, which was given in and read.

The Assembly enjoin Presbyteries to be careful to report their obedience to the Act

of Assembly, 1799 and 1800, upon this important subject, and direct the clerks to

see that this injunction be printed among the Acts of the Assembly.

Follows the Injunction of the General Assembly, 1799 and 1800.—(See Act 12th,

1799, and 11th, 1800.)
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X.

Sess. tilt, May 30, 1808.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 1 8th day of May 1809.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1809.

I.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1809.

—

The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

• II.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1809 Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1809.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess, 3, May 20, 1809.

—

Address to his Majesty on the present Arduous Situation

of Public Affairs.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne

with sentiments of the warmest attachment to your person, family, and government.

In the present alarming situation of the affairs of Europe we rejoice in the pledges

of national safety which, under Heaven, we enjoy in your Majesty's paternal solici-

tude, and in the wisdom and vigour ofyour councils. From a view of the subversion of

ancient governments, and the wreck of nations, we frequently turn our eyes, with
heart-felt joy and exultation, to our unimpaired constitution in Church and State,

the best which human wisdom ever devised, and administered by a Sovereign who
is at once a pattern of religion, the guardian of liberty, and the father of his people.

While we have beheld your Majesty employed in promoting national happiness,

and in extending equal protection to all your subjects, we have lately contemplated,
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with the deepest interest and anxiety, your magnanimous and humane interposition

in favour of the injured and oppressed nations of Spain and Portugal. To resist the

shock of that power, before which almost all others have been swept away, as by a

torrent, and to interpose between suffering nations and universal subjugation, was a

measure worthy of a generous people, under the government of a wise and patriotic

King. We observed, therefore, with delight, that your Majesty's liberal offers of assist-

ance to these oppressed States were unanimously approved of, and warmly seconded

bv vour people, and that admiration and affection mingled with their loyalty to the

best of Sovereigns.

We ben- leave to congratulate your Majesty on the various enterprises, both by sea

and land, in which the admirable discipline and steady courage of the British forces

have lately triumphed over superior numbers ; achievements which reflect signal

honour on those who were more immediately concerned, and glory on the British

name. Whatever effect they may have on the fate of our allies, they give us ground

to trust that, under the protection of Heaven, we shall be able to resist the fiercest at-

tacks of our enemies, and to transmit unimpaired to posterity those invaluable bless-

ings which, as a nation, we have so long enjoyed.

As subjects of the Prince of Peace, we pray for the termination of that destructive

war in which we are involved; but, in the meantime, we submit, without murmur

or complaint, to those burdens and privations which it necessarily imposes.* Sensible

that not only our safety, but our existence as a nation, depends on our firm and per-

severing exertions against the common enemy ; and looking for success to the Ruler

of nations, we will not cease to cherish in our people that unanimity and public

spirit which become those who are contending for their most valuable and.dearest

rio-hts. We will teach them to make a wise improvement of those judgments which

are abroad in the earth, and to cultivate that rigfliteousness which exalteth a nation,

that God may avert from our country those calamities which our iniquities have

deserved.

That the Lord of Hosts may crown the heads of our brave countrymen, by sea

and land, with victory and honour;—that their success may be the means of securing

to us a lasting and an honourable ])cace ;— that your Majesty may long reign over a free,

a loyal, and happy people ;—and that you may hcreal'ter receive a heavenly crown,

arc the prayers ofj

May it please your Majesty, your ]\Iajesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this Ge-
neral Assembly of the Chm'ch of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Francis Nicol, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1809.— Commission of the General Assembly to certqjin Ministers and
Ruling Elders fur discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VL

Sess. 9, May 27, 1809.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of
Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

VII.

Sess. 9, Miiy 27, 1809.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)
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VIII.

Sess. 9, 3Iai/ 27, 1809.— Order and Injunction of the General Assemhli/ to the Pres-

byteries of the Church, concerning Teachers and Schoolmasters.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee appointed to class

returns respecting the regular Examination of Schools, which was given in and read.

The Assembly enjoin Presbyteri2s to be more attentive and particular in reporting

their obedience to the Act of Assembly, 1799 and 1800, npcn this important subject,

and direct the clerks to see that this injunction be printed along with the Acts of

Assembly. And to secure attention to said injunction, the General Assembly
recommend to Presbyteries to take it along with the above overtures under their

consideration on the day they meet to elect their representatives to the General As-

sembly, and to send up their opinion anent the said overtures, whatever that opinion

may be, and at the same time to report their obedience to this injunction.

(Follows the injunction of the General Assembly, 1799 and 1800.—See Act 12th,

1799, and llth, 1800.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1809.

—

Commis.tion to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty s Royal Bounty to that end. .

The General Assembly, &c.

X.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1809.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The nest General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May
1810.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andkew Duncan, Cls. JEccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1810.

I.

iSess. 1, May 17, 1810.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Adapter produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.
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II.

Sess. 1, il/ay 17, 1810.— 71ie Kinys most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

j>resented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. Being desirous, and deem-

ing it good for the propagation of reformed religion, that the ministers and elders

of the General Assembly •? the Church of Scotland should hold their annual meet-

ing at the appointed period, which is now at hand, we have sanctioned the same

accordinglv with our royal authority. And seeing that, by reason of other weighty

affairs, we cannot ourselves be present, we have commissioned our right trusty and

well-beloved Lord Napier to represent us on this solemn occasion.

We are confident in thus delegating our authority, that the zeal and fidelity which

have heretofore marked the character of this our Commissioner, and secured to him
the attention and approbation of the members of your venerable body, will again be-

come conspicuous in him ; and that the important and holy exhortations which, on
this occasion, we find it more especially necessary to charge him with, will be received

by you' with all earnestness.

We confide to him, above all things, the renewed assurances which he has uni-

formly conveyed to you, of our firm and unalterable attachment to the doctrines of

the Christian religion, and of our constant and tender regard for the peculiar pri-

vileges of the Church of Scotland ; and we cherish the hope, that, seeing by past ex-

perience the beneficial influence of these doctrines, and the sincerity with which we
protect you in the promulgation of them, you will still continue to prefer the pre-

cepts which they recommend, anS to practise, with all constancy, the conduct which

they approve. ,

To the neglect of these salutary principles and holy laws we attribute the adop-

tion of wild and speculative notions, entertained by misguided men, and the mani-

fold errors which prevail among us in these times. We have witnessed, with con-

cern, their extending influence, and have marked, with regret, their baneful effects.

To correct these errors, and to exjiosc the fallacious prospects which are held out to

captivate the weak, and seduce the unwary, we call upon you to lend yourselves with

all assiduity and vigilance.

If the specious theories of modern philosophy, and the persevering energies of her

advocates, are offered for their admiration, you will teach them to avoid the counsels

of hypocrisy, and to follow rather the example of those that do well. You will guard

them against the violent and intemperate followers of pretended patriotism, showing

what manner of men they are ; and yon will set before them the sober demeanour
and honest endeavours of the true disciples of the Gospel, labouring thereby to con-

vince all men of the advantages which are derived from a due and proper obedience

to the laws and ordinances which wisdom has established, and discouraging, by the

sobriety of your own lives, the principles which tend only to the subversion of all

good government and social order.

The great experience of our faithful representative, in these and other matters,

which concern the grave deliberations of your solemn Assembly, will aid and assist

you in the discharge of those difficult duties which we now impose upon you. He
will satisfy you of our determination to support you under every discouraging em-
barrassment, and of our conviction, that, by timely caution, and the firm, but prudent

conduct on your part, which we unceasingly recommend, the virtuous and upright

will become more stcdfast—and those who for a time have wandered in search of

novelty will be reclaimed, and hereafter follow the paths of righteousness.

We further recommend that you admonish those whom we place under your pas-

toral care, of the intimate connection which never fails to subsist between their more

sacred duties and their temporal welfare ; and that as they value the immediate be-

nefits of the latter, in the enjoyment of the privileges of an excellent and admired

constitution, so they will be mindful to cidtivate and extend the observance of those
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spiritual obligations which alone can render their blessings permanent, or themselves

happy.
VVeil-beloved ! These are the sentiments by which we are animated at this mo-

mentous crisis. We feci that your duties as pastors of the Church of Scotland are

multiplied, and that your responsibility is increased. But we know how much your

tried wisdom has been able to accomplish, and how effectual is your approved virtue

for the purposes of your delicate and important charge.

The good of our Church, and the welfare of our people, demand and receive our

constant and most anxious care. And we rest satisfied, that the particular interests

of the Church of Scotland, and the prosperity of that portion of our subjects who
have been accustomed to receive from it, through you, the wholesome precepts of the

Gospel, are objects which will be effectually promoted by your approaching delibera-

tions.

Well-beloved ! We earnestly recommend you to the care and protection of Divine

Providence, and heartily bid you farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 1 0th day of May 1810, in the fiftieth year

of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,
R. Ryder.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

III.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1810.

—

The General Assembli/s Answer to the King's most (jracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour the pre-

sent General Assembly of the Church of Scotland was received with the most lively

sentiments of respect and gratitude.

We regard, with no common satisfaction, the assurance which your Majesty has
thought fit to give us, that you deem it good for the propagation of reformed reli-

gion that the General Assembly of our National Church should hold their annua!
meeting at the appointed period ; at the same time, we feel this high expression of
your confidence, as a most powerful incitement to us to conduct our proceedings with
that gravity and calmness which may best promote an object of such o-reat import-
ance. Considering the representation of your royal person in our General Assem-
bly, as the symbol of that union between Church and State which tends to give
vigour and stability to both, we receive, as a pleasing testimony of your paternal af-

fection for the Church of Scotland, the appointment of Lord Napier to be vour
Majesty's Commissioner; and are prepared, by the experience of the zeal and fidelity

which have heretofore marked his character, in the execution of his important trust,

and secured to him the attention and approbation of the members of our body, to

receive with all earnestness the important and holy exhortations with which, on this

occasion, your Majesty has found it more especially necessary to charge him.
The renewed assurance which he has most impressively conveyed to us of your

Majf^ty's firm and unalterable attachment to the doctrines of the Christian religion,

and of your constant and tender regard for the peculiar privileges of the Church of
Scotland, reminds us of the inestimable blessings which wc enjoy under the just and
beneficent administration of a King, who through a long reign has been the nursing
father of the Church, and no less solicitous for the spiritual than the temporal in-

terest of his people. We are anxious to justify the hope which your ilajesty is

pleased to entertain of this General Assembly, by continuing still to prefer, to all

objects that can solicit our attention, the precepts which our holy faith recommends,
and to practise, with unshaken constancy, the conduct which it approves, the bene-
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ficial influence of which we have Ions seen, under tlie secure and effectual protccLion

which your Majesty has atfordcd to us in the promulgation of them.

We are deeply convinced that the adoption of wild and speculative notions, enter-

tained by misguided men, and the manifest errors which prevail among us in these

times, are justly ascribed to the neglect of the salutary principles and holy laws of

our Divine religion; and in obedience to your paternal call, and in fulfilment of the

duties of our sacred office, we solemnly pledge ourselves to your Majesty, that,

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, we will lend ourselves, with all assiduity and
vigilance, to correct those errors, and to expose the fallacious prospects which are

held out to captivate the weak, and seduce the imwary.

It is our determined resolution, that if the specious theories of false philosophy,

and the persevering efforts of her advocates, are offered to the admiration of the peo-

ple entrusted to our charge, we will most affectionately teach them to avoid the

counsels of hypocrisy, and to follow rather the example of those that do well. We
shall not fail to guard them against the violent and intemperate followers of pretend-

ed patriotism, showing them what manner of men they are, and setting before them
the sober demeanour and earnest endeavours of the true friends of the Gospel,

striving, by sound principles and pure morals, to continue and increase that public

happiness which we have derived from our envied constitution. By an appeal to the

history of past ages, and the experience of the present times, we shall labour to con-

vince all men of the advantages which result from a due and proper obedience to

the laws and ordinances which wisdom has established ; happy, if, by the sobriety of

our lives, we shall be favoured, like the faithful men who have gone before us, as the

instruments of Divine Providence, in discouraging the principles which tend only to

the subversion of all good government and social order.

From the great experience of your Majesty's faithful representative in these and
other matters which concern the interests of our Church, we confidently expect high

encouragement in the discharge of the difficult duties recommended to us by your
Majesty. He has fully satisfied us of your Majesty's determination to support us

under every discouraging embarrassment, and of your royal conviction that, Ijy timely

caution, and the firm and prudent conduct recommended to us by your Majesty, our

public ministrations may be blessed of God, to make the virtuous and upright more
stedfast, and to reclaim those who may for a time have wandered in search of perni-

cious novelties.

Firmly convinced of the indissoluble connection which must ever subsist between
the temporal welfare of a people and the faithful discharge of their more sacred du-

ties, we shall exert our most sticuuous endeavours to maintain and improve that hap-

py union, by impressing a just sfnse of the blessed effects of it upon the minds of all

those that are committed to our care ; achnonishing them, as they value the distin-

guished privileges of an excellent and admired constitution, to cultivate and extend
the observance of those spiritual obligations which alone can render these blessings

permanent, or themselves happy.

The condescending and indulgent communication of the pious and benevolent

sentiments by which your Majesty is animated at this momentous crisis, has made a

deep impression on our hearts ; binding us by new ties of atfection to your Majesty's

person, and calling forth a more ardent ze;d in behalf of your government. While
we feel, that, from the general aspect of the times, our duties, as pastors of thf.

Church of Scotland, are multiplied, and that our responsibility is increased, j we feel

also that our minds are invigorated by the firm reliance which your Majesty is

j)leased to repose in our wisdom and fidelity.
,

We rejoice in the renewed assurance, that the good of the Church and the wel-

fare of your people are the objects of your Majesty's constant and most anxious care;

and we have learned from long experience, that no services are more acceptable to

your royal mind than those which are conducive to these great ends of your govern-

ment. Under this impression, we shall labour with united effort to promote, by our

deliberations, the particular interests of the Church of Scotland, and the prosperity

and happiness of that portion of your subjects who have been accustomed to receive

from it, through us, the wholesome precepts of the Gospel.
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We receive your Majesty's royal donation for the propagation of Christian know-
ledge, and the principles of the Reformed religion in the Highlands and Islands of
Scotland, as a pleasing expression of your Majesty's unremitted attention to the best

interests of your people. It shall be our care to secure, by a faithful application of
this bounty, the valuable objects for which it has been bestowed.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect your Ma-
jesty's person, and prosper the administration of your government ;—that He may
bless abundantly our gracious Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the
members of your Illustrious House ;—and that, after a long and happy reign over a
loyal and affectionate people, you may at length be received to the glory of the
heavenly kingdom, are the united and fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met ia

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Hugh Meiklejohn, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1810.

—

Address to his Majesty upon the Fiftieth Anniversary of his

Majesty's Accession to the Throne.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of

the Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly, embrace the first opportunity of

approaching our gracious Sovereign, to join in those heartfelt congratulations which

were lately so universally expressed by an attached and loyal people, on the fiftieth

anniversary of your Majesty's accession to the throne of these kingdoms.

Satisfied that a virtuous and religious king is one of the greatest blessings which

the Almighty can bestow upon a nation, we regard your Majesty's lengthened reign

as a peculiar mark of the favour of Heaven, for which we are grateful to God, who
has added this to the many distinguishing advantages conferred upon us as a people.

During nearly half a century, your ilajesty's subjects have had displayed to them
from the throne an example of every public and private virtue ; an example which

has excited their respect and veneration, and by its powerful influence, has been of

incalculable benefit in promoting their happiness.

Your Majesty has been called to discharge the duties of a highly important sta-

tion, in one of the most eventful periods to be found in history ; a period during

which ancient institutions have been destroyed, thrones levelled with the ground,

and all the relations which had for ages connected the great commonwealth of

Europe torn asunder. In the midst of this general convulsion, Britain, under the

auspicious rule of a wise and just tnonarch, has remained secure. Her unrivalled

constitution has been preserved ; her territory enlarged ; her commerce, under the

shelter of a triumphant navy, spread to the most distant regions ; her agriculture and

manufactures carried to an unexampled degree of perfection ; whilst the peaceful

pursuits of literature and science have been fostered, the pure administration of

justice secured, and the temples of religion, where our fathers worshipped, untouched

by the hand of sacrilege, have remained open to their posterity, to offer up their

adorations to the Author of these varied gifts. This envied situation. Sire, in which

Providence has been pleased to place our country, cannot fail of being truly gratify-

ing to a Sovereign, who, as the father of his people, rejoices in their happiness

;

and this gratification must be greatly increased by the reflection, that your Majesty's

conscientious and faithful discharge of your high duties has contributed so hr^ely to

preserve to your subjects the enjoyment of so many blessings.

6 A
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Among the various circumstances which have marked an eventful reign, there is

not one more honourable to your Majesty's feelings, or which reflects a brighter lustre

on the British character, than the assistance which has been so liberally afforded to

suffering nations, struggling to rescue themselves from the grasp of lawless ambition.

The exertions made by your Majesty for this purpose have proved to the world that

Britain is ready to expend her blood, as well as her treasure, in succouring her allies;

whilst the successful valour of your troops, opposed to such superior numbers, has

confirmed the expectations of the most sanguine—inspired the timid with confi-

dence—and taught a vaunting foe how hopeless would be the attempt to combat
freemen on their native soil. Whatever, under Divine Providence, may be the fate

of the other nations of Europe, your subjects will have the consolation to think,

that, following your Majesty's illustrious example, they acted the part which became
a great and generous nation ; and no page in history will be read by posterity with

greater exultation, than that which records that Britons were the only people who
dared, in defiance of a powerful usurper, to extend their arm for the protection of

the oppressed ; whilst their country remained the only asylum where the unfortunate

exile found a refuge from the effects of his sanguinary vengeance.
Amidst the general benefits in which we participate with our fellow-subjects, we

recollect, with the liveliest emotions, the peculiar marks of royal favour which this

National Church has experienced during your Majesty's reign ; and knowing that

the faithful discharge of our sacred duties is the expression of gratitude most ac-

ceptable to your INIajesty, we renew the pledge often given, to be zealous in our

endeavours to cherish and strengthen those principles of loyalty to the King, and
attachment to the constitution, by which the people under our care have long been
animated; and to impress deeply upon their minds those sentiments of religion and
virtue, which are the true source of j>rivate happiness and national greatness.

That Almighty God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may prolong

your Majesty's life, and prosper your administration ; that lie may bless the Queen,
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all your Royal Family ; and that, after a
prosperous reign upon earth, you may obtain a crown of gloiy, is the earnest prayer

of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Hugh Meiklejohn, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1810.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1810.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VII.
Is

liam Sess. 9, Ma^/ 26, 1810.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of
illI Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1810.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1810.

—

Injunction respecting the Visitation of Schools.

The Committee appointed to consider the Reports from Presbjteries concerning

Schools beg leave to report respectfully to the General Assembly as follows :

—

1. That reports from Presbyteries anent the schools within their respective bounds
are required by an Act of the Assembly, passed in 1799.

2. That the words of this Act are,—" The General Assembly enjoin all the Pres-

byteries of this Church to report to the Assembly a list of all the schools within their

bounds, specifying what is taught in each school ;—whether the schools be held on
the Lord's Day, or on other days of the week ;—in what way the schoolmasters are

supported or maintained ;—whether they act for themselves, or are employed by or

under the direction of others;—what number of scholars attend each school at the

time of making the report ;—and, in general, whatever else shall appear to the Pres-

bytery of importance respecting the schools within their bounds."'

3. That in consequence of this Act, (now recited,) there have been transmitted to

the present Assembly reports from fifteen Presbyteries, viz. :—from Langholm, Annan,
Chirnside, Jedburgh, Peebles, Lanark, Linlithgow, Dalkeith, Haddington, Dunbar,
Dundee, Cupar, Aberdeen, Strathbogie, and Turriff.

4. That all these reports afford satisfactory evidence that the Presbyteries which
have transmitted them have respectively either examined, or were in the course of

examining, since the last meeting of the Assembly, the different schools under their

superintendence.

But, lastly, in respect that so large a proportion of the Presbyteries of the Church
have not transmitted reports concerning schools at all, and that some of those reports

which have been transmitted do not contain informations as to several facts to which
the Act of Assembly above mentioned directs attention to be paid, the committee

humbly suggest that the Assembly should, on the present occasion, again enjoin, in

terms of a similar resolution passed last year, " That Presbyteries be more atten-

tive and particular in reporting their obedience to the Act of Assembly, 17'J9, re-

specting schools ; that the clerks be instructed to see this injunction printed along

with the Acts of Assembly ; and that it be recommended to Presbyteries to take this

injunction under consideration on the day they meet to elect their representatives to

the General Assembly."

Signed in name of the Committee, by

Geo. H. Baird, Convener.

The General Assembly unanimously approve of this report, and enjoin accordingly.

\
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Sess, ult., May 28, 1810.

—

Preamble to the Subscription Paper in Aid of the Funds of
the Church. ,,

Of the thousand j)Ounds sterling allowed annually hy government for defraying

the expenses of the Church, it is specified in the warrant, that L.750 shall be applied

in paying the salaries of the officers of the Church; L.lOO for incidental expenses;

and L. 150 for law proceedings; and intimation has been given by government that

no addition will be made to the allowance of L. 150.

But the General Assembly have ascertained that the allowance of L.150 is wholly

insufficient for defending the general rights of the Church in questions that often

occur, where no individual has any patrimonial interest; and for assisting clergymen in

defending their rights, in those cases where the Church has been in use to grant aid.

The General Assembly, therefore, judging it essential to the public interest of the

Church, and the relief of individual clergymen, that there should be an increase of

the fund for these purposes, and seeing no other method of obtaining such increase

but by a voluntary subscription, do hereby earnestly recommend that a general con-

tribution shall immediately be made in the several Presbyteries by the ministers and

elders of the Church ; and do hereby direct, that the sums received be remitted with-

out delay by the Moderator or Clerks of Presbyteries to the Procurator for the Church,

to be by him reported to the next General Assembly,

XI.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1810.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly' of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 16th day of May
1811.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andpew Duncan, CI. Peel. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 10, 1811.

I.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1811.

—

T7ie Kinfs Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,
and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1811.— The Prince Reycnfs most gracious Letter to the General
Assembly, presented to them by his MaJesty^s Commissioner.

In the name, and on the behalf of his ^Majesty.

George, P. R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. The annual meeting of



1811. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 925

your venerable Assembly being again at ban;], we are anxious to remind you, as berc-

tofore, of tbe interest which we feel in your deliberations, and to express to you our
confident hope, that tbe satisfaction which we have hitherto derived from the happy
resuh ofyour annual labours will, on the present occiision, remain imdiminisbed.
We have witnessed, with peculiar approbation, the zeal and fidelity with which our

right trusty and well-beloved Lord Napier has uniformly discharged the trust we
have reposed in bim, as our Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland ; and having observed the salutary effects which have been produced
among you, by the admonitions we have heretofore charged him with, and which he
has so faithfully conveyed to you, we doubt not that he will again be acceptable to

you, as our representative at your approaching meeting.

We have not failed to repeat to bim, on this occasion, the sense which we enter-

tain of the zeal which you have constantly manifested for our service ; and we have

commissioned him, on the opening of your Assembly, to satisfy you of the inflexible

resolution which your steady attachment has created in us, to maintain inviolate the

rights and privileges of our Church of Scotland ; and that due and ample means may
not be wanting for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge, and the j)rinciples of

Eeformed religion, you will learn from our faithful Representative, that we have thought

fit to order our usual gift of one thousand pounds yearly to be continued; and have

also granted you an addition thereto of one thousand pounds, to be applied to these

holy and important ends.

We trust that the additional proof which we thus afford of our tender regard for

your interests and welfare, will lead to new and vigorous exertions on your parts in

the discharge of your sacred duties ; and that being enabled to extend the beneficial

influence which your labours have already created, you will the more effectually pro-

mote the happiness of all those whom we have placed under your special care. You
will teach them to believe that our protection of them is inseparable from the attach-

ment which they bear towards us and our establishments ; and that the principles of

the admirable constitution under which we live, if duly cherished, cannot fail to lead

to our mutual and general welfare.

Well-beloved! By inculcating these precepts among our faithful subjects, by an

uniform determination on your own parts to support our authority and maintain our

prerogative, and by an unremitting attention to those matters, which more especially

fall under the care of your ecclesiastical deliberations, you will contribute the most
effectually to the accomplishment of those great and important objects for which you
are about to be assembled. And we have no doubt but that this meeting will be con-

cluded with that unanimity and harmony which have distinguished former Assem-
blies. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 10th day of May 1811, in the fifty-first

year of our reign.

By the Command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name,

and on the behalf of his Majesty,

R. Ryder.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the i^Ioderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

HI.

Sess. 3j May 18, 1811.— The General Assembly's Ansicer to the Prince Regents most

gracious Letter.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We have received, with tbe most profound respect and gratitude, the gracious let-

I
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ter with which it has pleased your Royal Highness to honour this meeting of the As-
sembly of our National Church.

The approbation which your Royal Highness has condescended to bestow upon
the former General Assemblies of this Chui-ch, we feel as a powerful motive, animat-

ing us so to persevere in the discharge of our duty, that the satisfaction which you have
hitherto derived from the happy resuh of our annual labours may, on the present oc-

casion, remain undiminished.

The renewed appointment of the Right Honourable Francis Lord Napier, to re-

present the royal person in this Assembly, we consider as a signal proof of your Royal"

Highness's favour. The zeal and fidelity with which he has uniformly discharged the

trust reposed in him, the principles of piety and true patriotism which distinguish his

character, and his affection for the Church of Scotland, render him peculiarly acceptable

to this Assembly.

With gratitude and confidence we rely on the assurance which your Royal High-
ness has vouchsafed to give us of the interest which you take in us and our delibera-

tions, of your attachment to the Church of Scotland, and of your inflexible resolution

to maintain inviolate her rights and privileges, as by law established.

We have received, with due thankfulness, your Royal Highness's warrant, not only

for the usual gift of L.IOOO, but also for the additional sura of L. 1000, to be in like

manner employed for the propagation of Christian knowledge, and the principles of

Reformed religion in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. This farther proof

which your Royal Highness has afforded of your tender regard for the most valuable

interests of your subjects in the remoter districts of this country, will lead us, on our
part, to new and vigorous exertions in the discharge of our sacred duties, as well as

enable us more extensively and more effectually to promote the improvement and
happiness of all those committed to our special care. We will teach them to believe

that their loyalty and attachment to the principles of the admirable constitution un-
der which they live, if duly cherished, cannot fail to lead to the mutual welfare of

the Sovereign and of the people.

With the most profound respect, we observe the solicitude with which yeur Royal
Highness reminds us of our duty. We listen with cheerfulness to your paternal ad-

monitions, and will earnestly apply ourselves to the functions of our ministry. We
will instruct our people in the knowledge of those principles, and lead them to the

practice of all those duties and virtues by which they maybe rendered good men and
good citizens : nor shall we fail to inculcate upon them submission to the lawful

authority of the Sovereign, and zeal for the maintenance of his royal prerogative,

which we regard as an essential part of our happy constitution ; so that, by the bless-

ing of God on our endeavours, we may see righteousness and order, union and
energy, comfort and peace, prevail universally in this part of the kingdom. With un-
remitting aitention to those matters which more immediately fall within the province

of our ecclesiastical deliberations, we will study, as far as in us lies, to accomplish,

with unanimity and harmony, those great and important ends for which we have as-

sembled.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may direct and pros-

per the administration of the government which your Royal Highness exercises in the

name and on the behalf of his Majesty ;—that He may preserve your Royal Highness

long for a blessing to this nation and to the world, and may finally bestow upon you
a crown of unfading glory, is the sincere and fervent prayer of.

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

ALrxANDER Rankine, Moderator,
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IV.

Sess. 3, 3fay 18, 1811.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
to his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland, eagerly embrace this op-
portunity of our having met in General Assembly to approach your Royal Highness
with the warmest expressions of our dutiful and affectionate attachment.

We have felt the most anxious and painful interest in the affliction with which it

hath pleased Divine Providence to visit the Illustrious House of our Sovereign.
We lament the loss of a Princess, whose virtues endeared her to her family, and

•whose fortitude and resignation in severe and protracted suffering, are a new proof of
the value and efficacy of that religion by which she was sustained.

Revering the virtues of our most gracious Sovereign, and having long experienced
the mildness and justice of his government, we deeply participate with your Royal
Highness, and all his faithful subjects, in deploring the heavy calamity which has de-
prived us of his paternal care and direction. We have not ceased to present our fer-

vent supplications, and those of the people entrusted to our care, before the throne of
Divine grace ; earnestly beseeching the Father of mercies to regard the affliction of
our beloved King ; and our souls are filled with joy and thankfulness, in the humble
hope that our national prayers have been graciously heard, and that presages are af-

forded us of his restoration to health, to his family, and to the exercise of his royal

functions.

We acknowledge with gratitude the mercy of the Almighty Disposer of events, who
has alleviated the national calamity, by blessing us with a Prince eminently qualified,

by his talents and virtues, and by his attachment lo the principles of the constitution,

for discharging the high duties committed to him as Regent of the United Kingdom.
We have contemplated with delight the wisdom and prudence with which your
Royal Highness has exerted the powers of government. These qualities, so eminently
displayed by your Royal Highness, cannot fail to constitute a lasting claim on the

gratitude and confidence of a loyal and affectionate people.

Grateful to the Almighty Ruler in the kingdoms of men, we congratulate your
Royal Highness on the security of our native land, and on the distinguished blessings

which its inhabitants have enjoyed, amidst all the dangers of that protracted war in

which we are engaged with a malignant and inveterate foe. We rejoice that the new
species of warfare with which the oppressor of the Continent hath assailed us, by the

hostile measures in which he obstinately persists against the commerce of the world,

have so little aflected the revenue of the United Kingdom, and we trust that, under
Divine Providence, our resources will prove equal to every public exigency, till the

arduous contest in which we are engaged is brought to a happy termination.

We participate warmly in the national feeling, when we contemplate those recent

events which inspire the heart of every patriotic Briton with exultation and triumph.

The splendid achievements of our countrymen have, in various regions of the world,

been crowned with the most brilliant success. We have seen them long opposed to

the ablest generals and best disciplined troops of France. The eyes of the world have
been anxiously directed to the field of conflict, and the result has fully displayed the

skill of our commanders, and the invincible bravery of our countrymen ; decisively

proving, that a British army, like a British fleet, is the first in the world. These
successful exertions in the cause of our suffering allies have increased our national

glory, and exalted us among the kingdoms of the world. It shall be our anxious care

to cherish in the people of Scotland patience under the pressure of those burdens
which the circumstances of the times render it necessary to impose,—attachment to

our unequalled constitution, and that high spirit of patriotism which, we trust, will

ever rise superior to the dangers that may assail us.

As servants of the Prince of Peace, we deplore the lengthened calamities of war,



928 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 181L

and most earnestly supplicate the Supreme Disposer of all events to make the suc-

cesses which have crowned the arms of our country the means of restoring the bless-

ings of a safe, an honourable, and a permanent peace.

That the Almighty, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may continue

to guard the United Kingdom in all its interests ; that He may abundantly bless and

long preserve your Royal Highness ; and that Princes of your august House may
long reign in the hearts of an affectionate and loyal people, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Alexander Rankine, Moderator.

Sess, 9, May 25, 1811.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1811.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1811.

—

Act anent the Meetings of the Synod of Glenelg.

'Ihe General Assembly, in compliance with a representation and petition from the

Provincial Synod of Glenelg, did, and hereby do, appoint the said Synod of Glenelg

to hold their first ordinary meeting at Broadford, on the third Wednesday of July

;

and their next ordinary meeting at Lochcarron, and so on in future years alternately,

at the above mentioned places, upon the third Wednesday of July.

VHI.

Sess. idt., May 27, 1811.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of
Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX-

Sess, ult., May 27, 1811.

—

Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-lransmitted.)
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X.

Sess. ult. May 27, 1811.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
thin the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 2 1st day of Maywi

1812.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Each Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1812.

I.

Sess, 1, May 21, 1812.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1812.— The Prince Regent's most gracious Letter to the General
Assembly, presented to them by his Majesty's Cornmissioner.

In the name, and on the behalf of his Majesty,

George, P. R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1812.

—

TTie General Assembly's Answer to the Prince Regent's most

gracious Letter.

May it please your Royal Highness, &c.

IV.

Sef^s. 3, May 23, 1812.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

to Ids Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

VVe, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne with

expressions of the most sincere affection and respect for your Royal Highness.

We sincerely sympathise with your Royal Highness on account of the continued

and severe malady with which it has pleased God to visit your Royal Father, our
most gracious Sovereign. We were justly attached to his person, revered his virtues,

and were happy under his government. The more afflicting now is our grief for the

severity of his indisposition, and the loss which we sustain. On this occasion, as in

6b
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other calamities, this is our consolation, that the Great Ruler of the world arranges

and conducts all events with infinite wisdom, rectitude, and goodness.

It has been no small alleviation of this great calamity, that your Royal Highness

came forward, at the desire of the nation, to preside in the empire, and administer its

affairs. The promptitude and energy, the prudence and the mildness, with which

you have hitherto acted, the warm interest which you have taken in the welfare of

the State, and the uniform regard which you have shown to its admirable constitu-

tion and laws, all assure us of the continued maintenance of our invaluable rights and

privileges, civil and sacred.

We deeply lament the calamities of war, and that inordinate and insatiable ambi-

tion of the enemy, which precludes the near prospect of a safe and honourable peace.

Yet, amidst all the dangers which have threatened us, and the hardships under which

we have laboured, we will remember with gratitude, that Providence has continued

to protect and prosper us. Our resources for maintaining the arduous and protracted

conflict have never failed. The arms of our country, by sea and land, have been so

successful, as to deprive the enemy of all his colonies and foreign commerce. Bril-

liant achievements in the Peninsula have thrown an additional lustre on the British

name. Neighbouring nations have already caught a portion of our spirit, and we

trust that thTs may diffnse itself over otlier kingdoms, now unhappily subjected to the

enemy. They may vet rally around us, assert their own independence, and aid us

in hnmblino- the common foe, and in securing for ourselves, and for the world, the

invaluable blessings of peace.

We deplore those acts of insubordination and licentiousness, of riot and outrage,

which have lately disgraced some parts of the United Kingdom ; and we particularly

lament the fall, by assassination, of a statesman, distinguished no less for his virtues

than for his talents. We mourn the loss which his faniily and his country sustain by

his untimely death ; and deeply regret that a crime so atrocious could have been per-

petrated by any individual in this favoured and enlightened country. Aggravated,

however, as it is, we have some consolation in thinking, that the criminal was insti-

gated, not by any connection witli other men, but by personal malice only.

We be"- leave to assure your Royal Highness, that no spu'it of insubordination has

appeared in this part of the empire ; and that, as far as in us lies, we will exert our-

selves in maintaining loyalty and subjection to the laws. p''or this purpose, we will

employ all our personal inlhience, as well as the faithful and assiduous discharge of

our ministerial duties. We will inculcate on our people, old and young, the doctrines

of our holy religion, and endeavour, with the aid of Divine grace, to fix deeply in

their hearts those principles of morality, derived from the Gospel, which are powerful

to reo-ulate the conduct of men, to bring them under due subjection, and to preserve

order and peace.

That the God of all power and ^race may bless your Royal Highness, and establish

the dominion of his Majesty, under your direction, in the affection and loyalty of his

subjects; that Princes of your illustrious house, to the latest posterity, may sway the

British sceptre; and that, after a long and happy life on earth, you may obtain at last

eternal salvation and happiness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. These are the fer-

vent prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met
in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

William Macmorine, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1812.— Cominisslon of the General Assemhlij to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Sess. Q, May ZO, 1812.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

• VII.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1812.

—

Interim Act and Overture respecting the Licensing of
Probationers.

(Re-transmitted.) •

VIII.

Sess, ult,, June 1, 1812.

—

Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

( Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess, ult., June 1, 1812.

—

Recommendation anent the Public Reading of the Scriptures,

The General Assembly proceeded to consider the overture from the Presbytery of

Aberdeen respecting the public reading of the Scriptures, and the General Assembly
approving of the spirit of the overture, and learning from thence, with much satisfac-

tion, that the practice of reading the Word in the congregation, which is recognised

by the Directory as part of the public worship of God, was revived by the recommen-
dation of the Synod of Aberdeen, and is now generally adopted within 'the bounds of

that Synod, (being convinced that it would conduce to the edification of the people,

and to their better acquaintance with the Scriptures, if this practice were more gene-

rally followed,) do hereby recommend to all the ministers of this Church, according

to their discretion, to read at one of the meetings for public worship such portion of

the Old or New Testament, or of both, as they may judge expedient. The Assem-
bly at the same time declare, that they do not mean that this recommendation shall

in any degree supersede the exercise of lecturing, which they enjoin to be observed

throughout this Church, in conformity to the Acts of Assembly, 1 694 and 1 704, as a

most important branch of the public ministrations of pastors and teachers.

The Assembly appoint this deliverance to be inserted amongst the printed Acts of

the Assembly.

X.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1812.—^c< appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May 1813.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI, Eccl. Scot,
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THE PRIN€IPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1813.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 20, 1813.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess- 1, May 20, 1813.— TVie Prince Regenfs most gracious Letter to the General

Assembly, presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

In the name, and on the behalf of his Majesty.

George, P. 11., &c.

III.

Sess. 3 May 22, 1813.— Tlie General Assembly's Answer to the Prince Regents most

gracious Letter.

May it please your Royal Highness, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1813.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

to his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and L-eland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most ftiithful and loyal subjects, the ministers and ciders of the

Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly, gladly embrace this opportunity of

approachin" the throne with sentiments of sincere affection and attKchment to your

Roval Highness and his Majesty's government.

\Vc deeply re^-ret the continuance of that malady with which our venerable So-

verei»u lias been visited, so painful to the feelings of your Royal Highness, and all

those who recollect the wisdom, rectitude, and benignity of his Majesty's character

and rei'Hi. It is, however, our consolation, under this afflicting dispensation of Pro-

vidence that the reins of empire are held by a Prince, whose matured wisdom and

experience have prepared him for the duties of his high station, and that under the

reo-ency of your Royal Highness we continue to enjoy the same just, mild, and pa-

ternal rule.

We couo-ratulate your Royal Highness on that success and glory which have been

obtained by his Majesty's armies, and those of his allies, in the Peninsula. We hope

the time is not far distant, when the brave and high-minded inhabitants of Spain,

rescued from the tyrant's grasp, shall reap, in the establishment of their independence,

the fruit of all their heroic sacrifices and exertions.

In those important and memorable events which have taken place in the north of

Europe, in the defeat and destruction of the best appointed and most numerous

armies which were ever led forth to overwhelm a nation, we recognise the hand of"

that good Providence which has interposed to disappoint the designs of cruel ambi-
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tion, and " restrain the wrath of man." We rejoice to behold nations, who had been

dazzled by the false glory, and dispirited by the great success of their presumptuous

oppressor, roused and encouraged by his discomfiture antl disgrace, and, having

experienced his odious and intolerable despotism, that they has'e risen, witn one

heart, to shake off the galling yoke.

We trust that the great and generous efforts which are now making in behalf of

suffering humanity will, by the blessing of Almighty God, be crowned with com-

plete success, and that general liberty and national independence being secured, our

country, and harassed Europe, shall at length be permitted to enjoy a safe, honour-

able, and lasting peace.

That Almighty God may protect and bless your Royal Highness ; that He may
direct and prosper his Majesty's government under your auspices ; that the justice,

wisdom, and moderation of your administration may secure to you the affection and

loyalty of all the subjects of the British empire ; that Princes of the same illustrious

House, formed after the example of our Sovereign, may, to the latest posterity, sway

the sceptre of the United Kingdom ; and that, after a long and prosperous reign on

earth, you may obtain a more glorious and permanent crown in Heaven, are the sin-

cere and fervent prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Andrew Brown, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 7, May 27, 1813.

—

Petition to both Houses of Parliament respectiiig the Political

Privileges of the Roman Catholics.

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled, the humble Petition of the

Ministers and Elders of the Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly,

Sheioeth,

That observing that there was lately under the revision of the legislature, and may
ao-ain come under their revision, that part of the public law of the state which sub-

jects Roman Catholics to certain disabilities ; your petitioners are deeply impressed

with the conviction, that they should be wanting in duty to that great and loyal

body of his Majesty's subjects which compose the National Church of Scotland, of

which they are the representatives, did they fail to express to your honourable House

the deep interest and concern they must ever take in all discussions and measures

which have for their object to innovate upon the laws which our forefathers in their

time deemed necessary for securing to the people of these realms the blessings of

civil liberty and of the Protestant religion.

That your petitioners have at all times felt the utmost anxiety that religious to-

leration should be preserved inviolate ; and at a jieriod so full of peril to (he security

and independence of the empire, are aware of the peculiar impoitance of removing

every liround of disaffection, of diffusing universally sentiments of genuine patriotism,

by opening to all classes of his Majesty's subjects the paths of honourable ambition,

and affording them all the consequence which property, talent, or successful industry,

bestow.

But your petitioners cannot be insensible to this pectiliarity in the situation of the

Roman Catholics, that they maintain a certain intercourse with a foreign hierarchy,

and observe a certain submission to a foreign Pontiff, which may prove hostile to our

ecclesiastical constitution, and is generally involved in political connections unfriendly
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to British prosperity. They know also full well, how prone human nature is to cor-

ruption and superstition ; and how powerfully the Roman Catholic creed, and the

confidential intercourse with the priestliood by auricular confession, tend to subju-

gate the worthiest characters, and to discipline and mould them into instruments for

promotinj;; the purposes of their sect.

If, therefore, your honourable House, and the other branches of the legislature,

deem, in your wisdom, that the exigency of the times is such, as to authorise any
change in the system of securities adopted at the Revolution, that glorious era from
which these nations date the blessings of freedom, order, religious toleration, and po-

litical prosperity; your petitioners trust and pray that the utmost caution and pru-

dence will be exercised ; that none of the bulwarks of the constitution, ecclesiastical

or civil, be on any account exposed to hazard ; and that effectual precautions be

adopted, to exclude foreign influence from the councils of the state, and the admini-
stration of the government, and to maintain this happy land impregnable, as hereto-

fore, to foreign innovation, foreign intrigue, and foreign corruption.

While your petitioners cordially express their reliance on the wisdom of Parlia-

ment, and their full conviction that the rights and privileges of the Church of Scot-

land will continue to enjoy the protection of Parliament, they presume to annex to

their petition a solemn declaration, in which they pledge themselves before God, to

your honourable House and to their country, that they will discharge, with fidelity

and vigilance, the duties incumbent upon them, as office-bearers in that Protestant

Church which was established in Scotland at the blessed reformation from Popery

;

and will continue to cherish in the minds of the people committed to their care

those principles of religious liberty which are incorporated ivith the British constitu-

tion, and which are the glory of this Protestant land.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Andrew Brown, Moderator.

VI.

Sets. 9, May 29, 1813.

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1813.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation ofthe Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

vni.

Sess. ult, May 31, 1813.

—

Act respecting the Licensing of Probationers.

The General Assembly having taken under their serious consideration the great

danger to which the interests of religion and of this Church may be exposed, by
licensing any to preach the Gospel who are not duly qualified for that important

trust, do hereby enact and ordain, that in all time coming the following regulations

shall be strictly observed :

—

I. It is hereby enacted, that no student shall be entered upon the roll of any Pro-

fessor of Divinity, unless he shall produce to the said Professor a certificate from the
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minister of the parish in which he has his usual residence ; or, in his absence, or

during a vacancy in said parish, from some neighbouring minister, bearing that his

character is suitable to his views ; together with a diph)ma of Master of Arts, or cer-

tificates from the several Professor of Philosophy under whom he had studied, from
which it may be clearly ascertained, that in some University or Universities he had
gone through a full course of philosophy, in some winter sessions of College pre-

ceding that in which the certificates are produced.

II. The General Assembly do likewise hereby ordain, that all students who have
been enrolled by Professors of Divinity, in the manner prescribed by this Act, shall

continue to prosecute the study of Divinity for the term of six sessions. Provided
always, that if any student hath given regular attendance in the Divinity Hall during
three sessions, his course shall be considered as completed in four sessions ; and that

if he hath given regular attendance in the Hall during two sessions, his coarse shall

be considered as completed in five sessions. And the Assembly do further ordain,

that in each of these cases students shall be enrolled by the Professors during the se-

veral sessions of their respective courses, and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the

manner herein afterwards provided, an exegesis in Latin on some controverted head
in Divinity, a homily in English, an exercise and addition, a lecture on some large

portion of Scripture, and a popular sermon, together with such other exercises as the

Professors shall think proper to prescribe. And the Assembly further enact and de-

clare, that a student is entitled to apply to the Professor for his certificates that he
may be proposed for trials, and that the preliminary steps may be taken by the Pres-

bytery, during the currency of the last session of his course, as above described;

with this limitation, that if the said last session is to be claimed as a session of re-

gular attendance, he shall, towards the conclusion thereof, obtain a new certificate of

his attendance during its currency, and produce the same to the Presbytery or Synod.
HI. Professors of Divinity are required to attend, as much as circumstances may

permit, to the conduct of such students as are under their care ; and, as far as they
find it practicable, to insist that every student shall deliver his first discourse some-
time during his second session at the latest, and the remainder of his discourses at

such periods as may enable him to ileliver the whole of them before the end of Ja-

nuary of the last session of his course.

1 V. When a student is proposed to any Presbytery, in order to be taken upon
trials, the Presbytery shall be alone, and the motion for that purpose shall lie upon
the table till their next ordinary meeting. In the meantime, the Presbytery shall ap-

point the member, by whom the student has been proposed, to lay before the said

meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the student that are specified in the

third paragraph of the fifth section of this Act ; to desire him to attend the same, and
to inform him that, previously to the meeting, he ought, as far as circumstances may
permit, to wait on such ministers of the Presbytery as have not formerlv had an op-
portunity of conversing with him in private.

V. When the time appointed for considering the motion is arrived, the Presbytery
shall strictly observe the following regulations :

—

1st, The Presbytery shall be alone, while they are employed in discussing the se-

veral preliminaries respecting students who are proposed for trials.

2d, They shall require satisfying evidence that every student who is proposed for

that purpose has completed the twent^'-first year of his age.

Sd, No student shall be admitted to trial, unless he produces to the Presbytery a

certificate or certificates from the Professor or Professors of Divinity, under whose
tuition he hath studied, bearing that he hath prosecuted his studies, and delivered his

discourses in the manner prescribed by this Act ; and that his conduct, as far as it

consists with the knowledge of the said Professor or Professors, has been in every
respect suitable to his views in life. And the General Assembly do likewise hereby
enact, that the Presbytery shall record at full length the said certificate or certificates

in their minutes. And it is herebv enacted and declared, that the student, having

lodged such certificate or certificates, shall be entitled to obtain extracts of the sam'
if demanded.
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Ath, No Presbytery shall receive any student upon trials, unless they are satisfied

that he is of good report ; sound in his principles ; pious, sober, grave, and prudent

in his behaviour; of a peaceable disposition; and well affected to the happy esta-

blishment in this kingdom both in Church and State. And that the Presbytery

may proceed with all due caution, in a matter of such peculiar importance, they

shall not agree to the motion in behalf of the student, unless his residence, during

the year preceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, or he shall produce suffi-

cient testimonials from the Presbytery, in whose bounds his residence has chiefly

been during that term, bearing that his character is such as is described in the im-

mediately preceding sentence of this paragraph, and recommending him in those re-

spects to the Presbytery before whom the proposal is made, as a proper person to be

entered upon trials.

bth. The Presbytery shall not agree to the motion in favour of the student, unless

they are satisfied tliat he has made a competent degree of proficiency in those several

branches of knowledge, which are necessary to enable him to be an useful preacher

of the Gospel. And the General Assembly ordain, that the Presbytery, in order to

procure full information in this respect, shall examine the student strictly and pri-

vately on his knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of philosophy and
theology.

&th. If, after these preliminary steps have been taken, the Presbytery shall be of

opinion that the student is duly qualified in these several particulars, they shall re-

cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk to write letters to the several

Presbyteries within the bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months at least

before'the meeting of the same, informing them of the Presbytery's intention to take

the student upon public trials; and bearing that the certificate or certificates in his

favour, which are required by this Act, have been regularly laid before them. But
it is hereby provided, that within the bounds of such Synods as meet only once a-

year, a student may be entitled to have these circular letters written half a-year sooner

than would be otherwise competent.

VL The General Assembly do likewise hereby enact and declare, that at the re-

quest of the student, it sliall be competent to any Presbytery to transfer the re-

ceiving of the public trials, or any parts thereof, certifying to the Presbytery to which
the transference is to be made, that the various preliminary steps have been taken

according to the directions of this Act ; and that such parts of the public and pri-

vate trials as have been already gone through have been received with approbation.

VIL If a student have studied, either in whole or in part, in Protestant Uni-
versities, which are not within the bounds of this Church, he shall, when he is

proposed to any Presbytery for trials, be required to produce satisfying testimonials

from the Professors of Divinity in said Universities ; and the time which these

Professors shall certify to have been cu)ployed by him in studying Divinity under
their tuition, shall be comjjuted in the same manner as if he had prosecuted his

studies in any of the Universities within the bounds of this Church. But it is here-

by provided, that no student, in such circumstances, shall be admitted even to those

piivate trials, which are appointed to be taken before the writing of the circular let-

ters, sooner than six kalendar months after his arrival in Scotland.

VIII. The General Assembly ordain, that if a Presbytery propose to take a student

upon public trials, and have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is herein'

required, public intimation thereof shall be made at some diet of the next meeting of

the Provincial Synod, which shall not be the last diet thereof. And the Presbytery-

clerk is hereby required to transmit to the Synod-clerk an extract of the certificate

or certificates laid before the Presbytery in favour of the student, in order that the!

same may be produced at this diet of the Synod. And it is likewise hereby ordained,

,

that at some subsequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry shall be made whether

any of the members of the court has any objection to offer against the student being

entered upon public trials; and that the Synod then, taking into consideration the

extract produced, and the whole of the case, shall judge ofthe expediency of allowing

the Presbytery to admit the student on trials ; or if, in any case, the Presbytery-clerk
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shall fail to transmit the extract of the certificates above mentioned, the student may
produce to the Synod, by himself, or by any member of the court, the extract of the

same, which by this Act he is entitled to obtain.

IX. If the Synod shall allow the student to be taken upon public trials, the Pres-
bytery shall proceed therein with all convenient speed : and the Assembly appoint the
following trials to be taken of the student, and in the order herein mentioned: \st,

Catechetic trials on Divinity, Chronology, and Church History ; 2d, A trial on the

Hebrew and Greek languages ; od, An exegesis in Latin, on some controverted head
in Divinity ; 4tfi, A Homily in English ; 5th, An exercise and addition : 6th, A
Lecture on some large portion of Scripture ; It/i, A popular Sermon : it beinf un-
derstood, that if the Presbytery see cause, they may examine the student upon the

subject of these several discourses.

X. The student having gone through the several trials which are mentioned in the

immediately preceding section of this Act, the Presbytery are ordained to proceed in

the following order :

—

1st, They shall deliberately and seriously take a conjunct view of the whole trials,

and if they shall be of opinion that the student is not properly qualified to perform the

duties incumbent upon a preacher of the Gospel, they shall by no means grant him a

licence in his present circumstances.

2d, If, upon this review of the trials, the Presbytery are fully satisfied therewith,

they shall record this opinion in their minutes.

od, The Presbytery shall then propose to the student the questions that are ap-
pointed to be put to all who pass trials by Act 10th, Assembly, 1711, and require him
to subscribe the Formula which is prescribed by the said Act. And the General
Assembly strictly prohibit all Presbyteries from licensing any student to preach the

Gospel who shall not give explicit and satisfying answers to these questions, and
subscribe the said Formula.

4fh, The Presbytery shall order the Act of Assembly, 1759, against Simoniacal
Practices, to be read to the student in their presence.

Lastli/, The Presbytery shall appoint their Moderator to license the student to

preach the Gospel, and order their Clerk to furnish him with an extract of his

licence.

XI For the better observance of this Act, the General Assembly ordain, I*^, That
it shall be printed among their other printed Acts ; Id, That it shall be printed by
itself in some convenient form ; 3«?, That a copy of this separate edition shall be trans-

aiitted to each Professor of Divinity in the Universities of Scotland; and that the

>aid Professors shall read the same in their respective Halls, once, at least, during
jvery session, and at such times as they have reason to expect the attendance of the

greatest number of students for that session ; and, lastly. That a copy of the same
edition shall likewise be transmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and Presbytery
within the bounds of this Church; and that the said Clerks shall keep the same along

ivith their minutes, and bring it up to each meeting of their respective courts for the

use of their members.

IX.

Sess. ulf., May 31, 1813.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

X.

I

Sess. idt., May 31, 1813.

—

Recommendation, Injunction, and Queries, respecting Schools.

' The Report of the Committee, u^)on the returns from Presbyteries respecting the

Examination of Schools within the'r bounds, was pio luced and read, as follows :

—

6c
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" That only fourteen Presbyteries have sent up reports to this Assembly, viz. :

—

Aberdeen, Brechin, Chirnside, Dalkeith, Dunfermline, Garioch, Haddington, Lanark,

Langholm, Linlithgow, Lochmaben, Peebles, Strathbogie, and Turriff.

" In some of these reports very particular information is given ; but this is not their

general character, as there are others which do nothing more than mention the names
of the parishes, the schools of which have been examined since last Assembly. There
are no facts stated in any of them which require to be brought under the particular

consideration of the Assembly. The committee have only further to remark, that

several Presbyteries state their experience of the great and increasing advantage

which results from the regular examination of schools, according to the instructions

of the General Assembly."

The General Assembly agree to renew and re-transmit the injunction of the Ge-
neral Assembly, 1799, to Presbyteries respecting this business, which is in the follow-

ing words:—"The General Assembly enjoin all the Presbyteries of this Church to

report to the Assembly a list of all the schools wiihin their bounds, specifying what

is taught in each school, whether the schools be held on the Lord's Day, or on other

days of the week ; in what way the schoolmasters are supported or maintained

;

whether they act for themselves, or are employed by or under the direction of others ;

what number of scholars attend each school at the time of making the report ; and,

in general, whatever else shall appear to the Presbytery of importance respecting the

schools within their bounds." The Assembly request that Presbyteries will pay par-

ticular attention to the above injunction.

At the same time, the Assembly took up the consideration of the overture from

the Synod of Aberdeen anent parochial and other schools, which was read. And
the Assembly appointed the queries contained in the said overture to be transmitted

to Presbyteries along with the above recommendation and injunction. The queries

are as follow :

—

" 1st, Is there a parochial school established in your parish, with sufficient salary

and accommodation for the schoolmaster, in terms of Act, 1803? and if not, what are

the reasons which have prevented compliance with the enactments of that statute ?

" 2d, Are there more than one parochial school established in your parish under
the authority of the aforementiond Act ? and if not, would it be eligible, and why,
that there should be more schools in your parish ?

" 'del, What schools, other than parochial, are there in your parish ? Of what de^

scription, and by whom kept and supported ?
"

And the Assembly direct the Presbyteries of this Church to take the said queries

into their consideration at their first meeting after they shall come to their hand,

and send up answers to the same to next Assembly.

XL

Sess. ult., May 31, 1813.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day ofMay 1814,

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

I
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1814.

Sc.fs. 1, May 19, 1814.

—

TTie King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1814.

—

The Prince Regent's most gracious Letter to the General
Assembly, presented to them by his Majesty^s Commissioner.

In the name, and on the behalf of his Majesty,

George, P. R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved,—It is with peculiar satisfaction that we look

forward to the approaching Assembly of the ministers and elders of the Church of

Scotland.

Their deliberations have at all times been regarded by us with the deepest in-

terest, and the support of the Establishment towards which their labours have been
directed, has been the object of our unceasing care.

We have annually endeavoured to satisfy its members of our fixed determination

to support it, and we have carefully admonished all its disciples, through you, to be

steady in its defence. Happily, our admonitions have not been offered in vain

—

they were made in the spirit of benevolence and affection—they have been received

with thankfulness, and regarded with sincerity.

You have united with our faithful subjects in working out the good work of peace,

and the fruits of your labours have become apparent to all the world. A new era

is arrived ; our constitution and independence are no longer assailed by the do-

mineering usurpation of tyrannical ambition ; our Establishments are unimpaired
;

our laws remain entire ; and our religion is preserved. These are the happy con-

sequences, well-beloved, of our stedfastness in the cause of virtue and of truth. These
are the welcome triumphs which the Wise Dispenser of human events has permitted

us, in His good time, to enjoy.

We rejoice with you in these things; and that you maybe assured of the particular

interest which we have felt in the restoration of the establishment of your holy

Church to its peaceful labours, we again charge our right trusty Commissioner,

Francis Lord Napier, to convey to you our congratulations and our love. He has

inculcated with assiduity the precepts we have constantly directed him to recom-

mend in the hour of trial, and he will teach you to cherish, in the more auspicious

moments of peace, the doctrines that have hitherto enabled you to withstand the

enemies of those principles which arc the foundation of the strength and true happi-

ness of nations.

Persevere, well-beloved, in the discharge of your moral duties. Continue to teach

our subjects the great and awful truths of religion. Encourage them in the con-

viction that your ecclesiastical establishment is an object of our esteem and favour.

Endeavour to preserve among them a due obedience to our laws ; and persuade

them that they will thereby promote the cause of religious liberty and perfect free-

dom.

Recommending you, brethren, to strengthen yourselves in the principles of virtue,

and to direct those whom we again commit to your care, so that they follow the paths

of peace, we heartily bid you farewell.



940 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1814.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 13th day of May 1814, in the 54th

year of our reign.

By the Command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name, and on

the behalf of his Majesty,

SlDMOUTH.

Addrcsml thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the ]\Ioderator, Mini-

sters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the ('hurch of Scotland.

^HI.

Scss, 3, May 21, 1814.

—

The. General Assembly's Ansu-er to the Prince Regents most

gracious Letter,

May it please your Royal Highness,

The gracious letter with which, in the name and on the behalf of his Majesty,

your Royal Highness lias been pleased to honour this General Assembly, has been

received hy us with the greatest respect.

We acknowledge, with heartfelt gratitude, the interest which our Sovereign has at

all times condescended to take in our deliberations, and the paternal care with

which he has watched over the interests of our Establishment. The repeated ex-
,

pressions of his fixed determination to support our National Church, and his fatherly I

admonitions, given in the spirit of benevolence and affection, have animated our I

people in its defence.

We rejoice in having been permitted to unite our humble exertions with those of

his Majesty's other faithful subjects in working out the good work of peace.

We rejoice in the arrival of a new era. Our constitution and independence are

no longer assailed by the domineering usurpation of tyrannical ambition ; our csla-

blishnicnls are unimpaired ; our laws remain entire ; and our religion is preserved.

We adore the Wise Dispenser of all human things, who, by his blessing u]ion the

stedi'astness of our national councils, hath given these welcome triumphs to the

cause of virtue and of truth.

It is peculiarly gratifying to us that the congratulations with which yor.r Royal

Highness is pleased to honour us upon these great events, are conveyed to us by

Francis Lord Napier ; a nobleman, whom long experience of his virtues, and of his

kindness, endears to us. As he inculcated on us with assiduity those j)recei)ts wliicli

the wisdom of our Sovereign recommended in the hour of trial, we are well assured

that he will perform, with equal faithfulness, t!ie |ilcasing t;:sk of cherishing in us

those sentiments which become the more auspicious moments of |)cace.

It shall be our study, in conformity with the paternal admonitions of your Royal

Highness, to maintain the doctrines of the Gospel ; that as \vc have been protecied

from the enemies of our foith, we may cultivaie unceasingly those principles which

are the foundation of the true strength and hajijjincss of nations.

It vvill be at oi.ce an incentive to exertions, and a powerful aid to us in the dis-

charge of our pastoral duties, in teaching our people the great and awful truths of

religion, that we are permitted by your Royal Highness to encourage in them a

conviction that our ecclesiastical establishment is honoured with the royal favour.

We will endeavour to preserve among them a due obedience, to the laws, and to per-

suade them that they will thereby promote the cause of religious liberty and perfect

freedom.

It shall be our earnest prayer, that, through the Divine blessing, we may be en-

abled to strengthen ourselves in the principles of virtue, and to direct those who

are committed to our care, so that they may follow the paths of peace.

We have received with gratitude, and shall endeavour to apply with faithfulness,

his Majesty's gracious donation of L.2000, for the propagation of Christian knowledge

in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.
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That Almighty God, the Father ot'oiir Lord Jesus Christ, m;iy bless, console, and

restore his iMajesty the King; that He may bless abundantly the Queen, your Koyc.l

Hiii;hness, and all the members of the Royal Family ; that He may direct and prosper

theineasnres of his Majesty's governiiient ; and that He may maintain to the latest

ages the national blessings which he hath bestowed upon our country, are the fer-

vent prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

David Ritchie, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1814.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

to his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scothnul, eagerly embrace the opportunity of our meeting in this General

Assembly to approach the throne, that we may express to your Royal Highness our

sentiments on the events of a period, auspicious beyond our utmost hopes to the

glory of Britain, and the general interests of the civilized world.

Amidst the variety, however, of the subjects of heartfelt congratulation which

press upon our thoughts, we would pause till we ofier to your Eoyal Highness the

homage of our tenderest sympathy on the continuance of that malady, with which it

has pleased the .Almighty to afflict your Royal Father, our beloved and venerable

Sovereign. We feel, that to your Royal Highness, to the United Kingdom, and to

our illustrious Allies, the participation of his Majesty in the downfall of that " throne,

which framed mischief by a law," in the re-establishment of the legitimate govern-

ments of those countries which had been overpowered by a military despotism, and

in the return of all the friendly relations which formerly cemented the commonwealth

of Europe, would have completed the happiness of this great jubilee of the human
race. But, even in this case, it is both our consolation and our joy to remember, that

your Royal Highness, consulting the true principles of the constitution, and accept-

ing the direction of those arduous duties which the peqilexity and distress of nations

had devolved on the British Empire, has maintained the spirit of his Majesty's policy,

increased the glorv of his jNIajesty's reign, and purchased new titles to the confidence

and the gratitude of his Majesty's subjects and allies.

When we look back to the magnitude and the duration of the exertions which our

country has made in behalf of social order, national independence and public law,

amidst the perpetual vicissitudes of a contest so bloody, portentous, and long pro-

tracted, our eyes are filled with the tears of exulting ])atriotism. We have seen the

magnanimity and fortitude of a truly British King, supported by the wisdom and con-

stancy of approved councillors, abundantly supphed with resources by the generosity

of a people, who regarded no sacrifice as too costly to be oiFercd on the altar ot

liberty, and rendered triumphant by the courage, science, and devotion of fleets and

armies, which, in every quarter of the globe, sought only the presence of the enemy
and the heat of the battle. We have beheld our beloved country thus girded about

with might, and reposing her confidence in the Rock of Ages, imdaunted when alone ;

staying by her single efforts the wasting progress of anarchy ; opening her fostering

bosom as a common asylum for the exiled worth of every shattered slate ; interjjos-

ing the inii)cnetrablc shield of her protection between the honest struggles of reviving

valour, and the wretchedness of universal subjugation ; and everywhere palsying the
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strength, rebuking the pride, and quelling the violence of the frenzied oppressor. As
the recompence of such magnanimous perseverance, and of so many generous labours,

we have had the satisfaction of seeing the energies and resources of our government,

ultimately combined with the operations of a commander, unequalled in abilities for

w-ar ; and have beheld with exaltation the success of our firm battalions, and those of

our imperial and royal Allies, in accomplishing the repose of Europe, by toils, and

achievements, and triumphs, to which the admiration of the most distant times will

not cease to pay a just tribute of applause.

Amidst the peace which we now enjoy, and the hopes by which we are animated,

we desire to remember the days of darkness, so far only as may be necessary to per-

petuate among men the lessons of instruction which they engraved on our hearts, in

characters too deep to be erased. With great willingness we turn to the mild and

dignified spirit of conciliation, seldom equalled, and never surpassed, even in the

solitary exertions of human goodness, which has recently, on the broadest scale, res-

cued our nature from reproach, and shown that the legitimate rulers of the earth

labour only for the benefit of the people. We rejoice that the genuine stamp of that

government and magistracy, which are the ordinance of God, has been impressed on

all the proceedings of the Allied Sovereigns, to bind more firmly the cords of loyalty

amouCT the subjects of every land, and to unite them in the vigorous support of those

well-balanced constitutional powers which repay any surrender of personal right they

require, by the permanent security which they impart to liberty and religion, to pri-

vate and to public happiness. We rejoice not less, that in this better temper of man-

kind, Princes, consoled and supported, and aided by our country, remount the

thrones of their ancestors, enlightened by the misfortunes of the nations which they are

unanimously invited to govern; filled with sentiments of benignity and peace, cor-

responding to the happier condition of human affairs; and anxious to restore, through

the wide extent of their influence, the ancient relations of national amity and useful

commerce.
In thejust attention paid by the Continental nations to the true principles of civil

liberty and representative government, wc find the strongest encouragement to hope,

that, as the fathers have been suninioncd in a period of distress to contend with the

powers of evil, so the children will be quickened, by the occupations of peace, to en-

gao-e in a better emulation for the palm of industry and science, of political wisdom,

and of moralWorth. We hail with delight every public indication of so honourable

a disposition, and cannot refrain, as an Assembly of Christian ministers and elders,

from advertina: to the anxious and unwearied labours of his Majesty's government, for

the universal abolition of the African Siave-Trade. Wc rejoice in witnessing this dis-

interested employment of British counsel and British influence, in the promotion

of a cause so deeply interesting to the human race.

Considering the shame and contempt which Divine Providence has openly poured

on all visionary theories in religion and ])()litics, the offspring of a f;;lse, hypocritical,

and corrupting philosophy, we cannot sulfcr ourselves to entertain a doubt, that the

pure and unsophisticated doctrines of our holy faith, and the great laws of piety and

rio-hteousness, delivered and taught by its Antiior, from which hns visibly proceeded

the main strength exerted in this arduous conflict, will henceforfh conutiand both in-

creasincr reverence and additional authority among the rulers and ])eople of the earth.

We know, that before the end come, this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached

for a witness to every creature under Heaven. And it remains for us to assure your

Royal Highness, that our ministry, unceasingly directed, as it has been, to the in-

terest and advancement of this great cause when the times were troubled, will not be

less steadily directed to its interest and advancement in the day of prosperity.

That Abni^htv God, the Father of our Lord .lesus Christ, may direct and prosper

the Government, which your Royal Highness administers in the name and on behalf

of his Majesty ;—that He may long preserve your Royal Highness as a blessing to the

nation and to the world;—and that descendants of your illustrious house, steadily

maintainina: the civil and religious rights of a free people, may sway the British

sceptre to Uie latest posterity, are the fervent prayers of,
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May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most
obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met
in this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

David Ritchie, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1814.— Comviission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Muliny Elders for discussiny Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1814.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruliny Elders for the Re-

formation of the Hiyhlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managiny his Ma-
jesty s Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1814.— Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

( Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1814.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th day of May
1815.

I Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1815.

I.

Sess. \, May 18, 1815.— The Kinfs Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.
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II.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1815.

—

The Prince Rec/cjifs most r/racious Letter to the General
Asitembhi, presented to them bi/ his lifajesti/'x Commissmter.

In the name, and on the bclialf of liis Majesty,

George, P. R.

Right Reverend and well-l)eloved, we greet you well. Having taken into our

consideration that the annual meeting of the General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland was appointed to take place on the 18th day of this instant May, and deem- ,

ing it advantageous to the interests of our said Church, that the ministers and elders

thereof should again resume their deliberations, we have thought fit, iu the exercise

of his Majestv's jiatcrnal care, to sanction the approaching meeting of your venerable

body. And seeing that, by reason of other weight}' affairs, we cannot be present

ourselves on this solemn occasion, we have thought fit again to appoint our right

trusty and well-beloved Francis Lord Napier to represent us and hold our place

amongst you, nominating him our Commissioner to your holy meeting, to do all things

lawful and necessary in our royal name. We, accordingly, require that you, and all

other his Majesty's good subjects, do honour and obey him as our Representative,

and listen to those things which we have commanded him to declare to you. We
have more especially charged him to make known to you our high sense of your
steady and firm zeal for our service, and our determination to encourage the same,

by maintaining the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland pure and unim-
paired. We have, at the same time, cautioned him, that he suffer nothing to be done

in your holy Assembly to the prejudice of our authority or our prerogative.

The repeated proofs which you have given us of your attachment have created in

us the utmost confidence in this respect ; and we are persuaded, that the same tem-

perance and moderation, which have heretofore marked your counsels and proceed-

ings, will prevent your treating of any matter which is not a fit object for the deli-

berations of an ecclesiastical meeting.

We are anxious that, in ecclesiastical affairs, your wisdom should be exercised

without restraint, seeing that it has been invariably directed to the important pur-

poses of religion and of virtue. The advantages which have resulted from a steady

perseverance in the promotion of these great objects of our laws and all our establish-

ments, will encourage you to keep them at all times in view ; and for the advance-

ment of true piety in that part of the kingdom committed to your pastoral care, we
endeavour to animate your labours by our unceasing countenance and support.

Well-beloved, we have commanded our High Commissioner to assure you of our

solicitude for your welfare in all matters respecting your peculiar establishment.

And, recommending in the strongest manner, that you be not deterred from a firm

perseverance iu the important duties which you have undertaken, we bid you heartily

farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 11th day of May 1815, in the fifty-fifth

year of our reign.

By the Command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name, and
on the behalf of his Majesty,

SiDMOUTH.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the IModerator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

I
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III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1815.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the Prince Regent's most

gracious Letter.

U
May it please your Royal Highness,

\ We, the members of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, have re-

ceived, with sentiments of the profoundest respect, the gracious letter with which
' your Royal Highness, in name and on behalf of his Majesty, has condescended to

I honour us on this occasion.

It is peculiarly gratifying to us to be assured, that while, in the exercise of our

ii constitutional rights, we are again assembled to deliberate on the affairs submitted to

our judgment and review, your Royal Highness has thought fit, in the exercise of his

Majesty's paternal care, to sanction our meeting. And we esteem it a fresh token of

royal favour that this assurance is communicated to us by a nobleman so eminently

qualified to perform the duties of the royal representative, as Francis Lord Napier.

The long experience which the General Assembly has had of his piety, virtue, and

regard to the interests of true religion, disposes us to listen with the most respectful

deference to his admonitions, in declaring to us what your Royal Highness has com-
manded ; and will render his name not less distinguished in the records of our Na-
tional Church, than that of his illustrious ancestor in the annals of science. We are

satisfied that the same fidelity in the discharge of his important functions, which has

, already so often merited and obtained the royal approbation, will, on this occasion,

be still evinced in a manner equally honourable to himself and beneficial to us.

j

We are grateful to your Royal Highness for the high sense you are pleased to ex-

I press of our loyalty, and for the assurance which has been given at the same time, of

your determination to maintain the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland

pure and unimpaired. Your Royal Highness has also permitted us to believe that

the proofs we have given of attachment to the supreme authority of the land, have

inspired you with confidence that nothing will be done in our Ecclesiastical Assembly
prejudicial to the royal authority or prerogative. These favourable sentiments it will

ever be our study to confirm in the mind of your Royal Highness. And, strongly

influenced by the gracious terms in which they are conveyed, we will anxiously en-

deavour to maintain, in all our proceedings and subjects of discussion, the temperance,

moderation, and propriety, which have thus been honoured by your approbation, and
which your Royal Highness has now so earnestly recommended.

While we conduct our deliberations in the spirit of freedom, under the protection

of royal favour, our first object will be to promote the great interests of religion and

virtue in the sphere of our Influence. We shall also cherish among our people, by
all the means we possess, the spirit of loyalty, of submission to the laws and establish-

ments of our country, and of attachment to our happy constitution, under which we

enjoy such invaluable blessings, civil and religious—blessings unparalleled in the his-

tory of man. In all our exertions for these highly important purposes, it will be a

powerful encouragement, that our labours for the advancement of true piety, in that

part of the United Kingdom which is committed to our pastoral care, are anitnated

by the unceasing countenance and support of your Royal Highness. And assured

of your solicitude for all that respects the welfare and prosperity of our Ecclesiastical

Establishment, we shall firmly persevere in the discharge of the important duties

which we have undertaken.

The royal donation of L.2000, for the propagation of Christian knowledge in the

Highlands and Islands of Scotland, we accept with the warmest gratitude, as a pledge

of the anxiety of your Royal Highness to fulfil the pious and benevolent intentions

of his Majestv, and we shall endeavour to apply it with all fidelity.

1 That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may bless, console, and

; restore our gracious Sovereign ; that He may bless the Queen, your Royal High-

I ness, the Princess of Wales, and all the members of the Royal Family ; that He may'

i direct and prosper the measures of his Majesty's government, and maintain to the

latest ages the national blessings we enjoy, are the fervent prayers of,

C D
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May it please yonr Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Lewis Gordon, Moderator.

IV.

Sess, 3, May 20, 1815.

—

Address of the General Assevihhj of the Church of Scotland

to his Royal Hiyhness George Prince of IValcs, Regent of the United Kingdom of
j

Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in our General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne,

to present to your Royal Highness the respectful expression of our loyalty to our

venerable Sovereign, and of our attachment to your Royal Highness, by whom the

government is administered in his name, and on his behalf.

While we condole with your Royal Highness on the continued indisposition of

your august Father, our most gracious Sovereign, and earnestly pray that the Father

of Mercies would visit him with his tender mercy ; we regard it as a mark of the

goodness of Providence to this realm, that we have, in your Royal Highness, a

Prince who, by the wisdom and firmness of his administration, so well sustains the

honour, and promotes the interests of the United Kingdom.

Since we last had it in our jjower to lay the dutiful expression of our attachment

before the throne, many events have occurred deeply interesting to this country, and

to the civilized world. VVc have seen brought to a happy termination the war which

had been declared against us by America, after the ostensible cause of it had been

removed by your Royal Highness. It is gratifying to think, that, although this

country has to deplore the loss of many gallant men who have fallen in the contest,

yet the measures adopted by your Royal Highness, joined to the unrivalled skill

and intrepidity of our soldiers and sailors, have effectually sustained the honour of

the country, and enabled you to conclude peace without the smallest diminution

of the territory, or the least infringement of the maritime rights of the empire.

To the great public events which have happened in Europe, we look back with

feelings of satisfaction, though, unhappily, mingled of late with deep regret. After"

a war the most extensive, protracted, and calamitous, that ever afflicted the world,

the man, whose arrogant ambition, checked by no principle of justice, or feeling of

humanity, had so long oppressed and insulted the nations of Continental Europe, was

driven from a throne supported by violence, and stained with blood. The ancient

race of sovereigns was restored to France ; and peace, in the spirit of peace, con-

cluded with that nation.

It is with peculiar pleasure that we remark the honourable principles which have

invariably guided the councils of your Royal Highness in the management of these

great transactions. It is with high satisfaction we observe, not only that you have

made no attempt to encroach on the rights of other nations, but that the interests';

of humanity in distant lands have not escajied your benevolent regard. By your •

active, unremitted, and judicious endeavours, so much in consonance with the de-

clared sentiments of the British nation, to put a stop to the African Slave Trade, that

stain on the civilized world, your Royal Highness has procured its condemnation i

as unjust, by the great Congress of European Sovereigns ; and we doubt not, that,

by a continuation of the same enlightened endeavours, you will, at no distant period,

obtain its final suppression.

While the adjustment of the interests of the different nations of Europe was gra-
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dually approaching to its completion, we beheld, with the deepest sorrow and in-

dignation, that man whom the French nation had so lately abjured as their sovereign,

return to France ; and, supported by the soldiery, advance without opposition to the
capital, and seize the reins of government. This event, by raising a military govern-
ment in the heart of Europe, and throwing the whole power of the French empire
into the hands of an individual, with whom (in as far as the future may be antici-

pated, from experience of the past) the relations of peace can be expected to subsist

no longer than till he finds himself in a condition to declare war, threatens to

frustrate the generous endeavours of your Royal Highness, and your august allies,

for securing the future repose of Europe ; and to bring back the calamities and
the crimes which have so long afflicted and dishonoured the nations of the Con-
tinent.

But we trust, that by this unlooked for occurrence. Divine Providence is prepar-
ing the way for making the final overthrow of the tyrant more conspicuous and im-
pressive. And while, as the servants of the Prince of Peace, we deplore any event
which is likely to renew the calamities of war, and hope that means may still be
found of preser\-ing peace, yet we trust, that should war be inevitable, the wisdom,
promptitude, and vigour of the councils of your Royal Highness, and your august
allies—the pre-eminent skill of the great captains who lead the allied armies and
the intrepidity' of the forces arrayed in defence of the independence of Europe, will,

by the blessing of Heaven on a righteous cause, speedily bring the contest to a happy
conclusion, and establish the peace of the civilized world on a secure basis.

Sensible that the singular and unexpected circumstances of the times require
of this country to submit to many sacrifices for the common welfare, as well as for

our own individual security, we shall not fail to promote, by our influence and
example, a cheerful acquiescence in the exertions that may be necessary for bring-
ing the great cause in which your Royal Highness is engaged to a fortunate termi-
nation ; and we have peculiar satisfaction in being able to assure your Royal Hit^h-

ness, that the people of this part of the united empire, aware of the urgency of
the case, and relying confidently on the protection of Heaven, and on the wisdom
and integrity of your Royal Highness's government, are prepared cordially to con-
cur in the measures which it may be deemed necessary to adopt for the general
good.

That Almighty God, by whom kings reign, may console, support, and restore to

health our venerable Sovereign ; that He may bless her Majestv the Queen, protect
and bless your Royal Highness, the Princess of Wales, and all the members of the
Royal Family ; and that He may crown with success the measures of your admini-
stration, and render them the means of speedily conveying the blessings of peace
and security to this nation and to Europe, is the fervent prayer of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most
obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotlanci.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Lewis Gordon, Moderator.

I
Sess. 9, May 27, 1815.— CommiKsion of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Riding Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Sess. 9, 3fai/ 27, 1815 Commission to some Ministers and Ridiiif/ Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. ult, May 29, 1815 Overture anent the Ordination of Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1815.

—

Act appointing the Diet ofthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 16th day of May
1816.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 16, 1816.

I.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1816.— The King's Commission to Francis Lord Napier produced,
and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 16, 1816.

—

TJie Prince Regent's most gracious Letter to the General
Assembly, presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

In the name and on the behalf of his Majesty,

George, P. R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 18, 1816.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the Prince Regent's moat

gracious Letter.

May it please your Royal Highness, &c.



1816. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 949

IV.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 18, 1816.

—

Address of the General Asseinhlj/ of the Church of Scotland

to his Rnj/al Highness George Prince of H ales, Regent of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, met in our General Assembly, beg leave to approach the throne,

to express our warm attachment to your Royal Highness's person and government,

and our earnest desire to forward, by such means as lie within our sphere, the mea-
sures adopted by your Royal Highness for the public good.

While we feel the most sincere sorrow for the continued indisposition of our beloved

and venerable Sovereign, and earnestly beseech the Almighty to look upon him in

mercy, we are thankful to the Supreme Disposer of all events, that he has given us,

in your Royal Highness, a Prince so well fitted to conduct the government with the

prudence, equity, and firmness, which are necessary for maintaining the honour and
the prosperity of the empire.

Since we last had an opportunity of laying the dutiful expression of our homage
before the throne, we reflect, with profound gratitude to Him whose kingdom ruleth

over all, on the signal favour which he hath manifested to our country and to Europe,

in shortening the calamities of war. And we regard with admiration the vigour and
promptitude with which your Royal Highness, in conjunction with the Allied Sove-

reigns, inteq^osed to stop the career of the tyrant, who had again possessed himself

of the government of France, and brought Europe into the hazard of encountering

those difficulties a second time, which had already been so severelj' and extensively

experienced. We offer our most respectful congratulations to your Royal Highness,

on the pre-eminent skill and bravery displayed by his Majesty's troops in the late

short war, and on the fortunate and brilliant results in which it has terminated. In

the sanguinary conflict which closed the contest, the high talents of the British gene-

ral, and the invincible courage and perseverance of the army under his command, by
one vast effort, have raised the character of British soldiers to the highest pre-emi-

nence, cnished the power of the tyrant, annihilated his hopes, obliged him to abdi-

cate the throne, and, finally, compelled him to an unconditional surrender. We trust

that the situation in which he is now placed will render it impossible for him again

to disturb the repose of the world.

As servants of the Prince of Peace, we gladly indulge the hope that the pacification

which has been concluded will secure to the exhausted nations of Europe a long re-

spite from the horrors and burdens of war ; and that that people, whose turbulence

has so long proved the scourge of the civilized world, experiencing the advantages of

order and tranquillity, will acquire a desire of cultivating the habits and virtues of

peace, and of promoting that general improvement of human society, which peace

and industry, and regular government, are calculated to advance.

We humbly beg leave to lay before your Royal Highness the dutiful expression of

our high satisfaction, on account of that domestic event which has proved so gratify-

ing to the British nation, the marriage of your august daughter, the Princess Charlotte

Augusta, with his Serene Highness Leopold George Frederick Duke of Saxe, and
Prince of Cobourg of Saalfeld. We congratulate your Royal Highness on this

auspicious union ; and we trust that it will prove a public blessing, by increasing the

f)rospect which, in the good Providence of God, we enjoy, of having transmitted to

atest times the advantages which this favoured nation has derived from the mild and
paternal government of the illustrious House of Brunswick.

That Almighty God, by whom kings reign, may support, console, and relieve our

venerable Sovereign, and bless her Majesty the Queen ;—that He may pour down his

choicest blessings on jour Royal Highness, and prosper your government;—that He
may bless the Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family; and that Princes of your
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Royal Ilighness's House may, to latest poslcrlty, sway the sceptre over this realm, are
the fervent prayers f,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most
obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met
in the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Cook, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 25, 1816.— Ovcrfure and Interim Act anent the Union of Offices.'

(See Act 6th, 1817.)

VI.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1816.

—

Resolution of the General Assembly respcctiny the Gaelic

Translation of the Scriptures.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland called for the report of the

Committee upon the Gaelic Translation of the Scriptures, which was produced, and
read as follows :

—" Your Committee beg leave to report, that after considering the

Memorial and Petition from the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian

Knowledge, with all the attention due to the important object to which it relates,

they find cause to approve of the diligence and zeal of the Society in furnishing, by
a Translation of the Holy Scriptures into Gaelic, which has already passed through

different impressions, the best means of religious instruction to our countrymen in

those districts where the Gaelic language is spoken.
'' Your Committee particularly approve of the present communication, as manifest-

ing, on the part of the Society, a becoming respect for the General Assembly, to

whom it properly belongs to judge of and to sanction such versions of the Sacred

Scriptures as shall be used within the bounds of this Church.

• The following uotice of the discussion on this subject appears in the Abridgment of the Assembly's

Proceedings :

—

"The Assembly proceeded to consider the Overtures respecting the enactment of the Assembly, 1814,

anent the Residence of Ministers, and the Union of Offices in tlio person of Ministers. After long reason-

ing, it was moved and seconded. That the new enactments contained in the Declaration of Assembly, 1814,

not having been transmitted to Presbyteries in tlie manner prescril>ed by Act 9, 1697, are not to be regard-

ed as Standing Laws, and are not binding upon this Church ; and the General Assembly remit to the Com-
mittee of Overtures to prepare an Overture for preventing the improper Union of Offices, to be reported to

this Assembly to-morrow ; and if the said Overtvire shall be appro\'e I, it shall be transmitted to Presby-

teries, and, in the meantime, it shall be passed into an Interim Act. Another motion was moved and

seconded, That the Assembly declare, that the Act of Assembly, commonly called the Barrier Act, is a law

of essential importance to the general interests of the Church, and ought at all times to be acknowledged

as of indispensable and permanent authority. But the General Assembly, considering that the enactment of

Assembly, 1814, complained of in the Overtures, does merely declare and enforce that which has been the

established law of the Church ever since the Reformation, that the said enactment, as declaratory of the

e.\isting laws, is strictly constitutional, and in precise conformity to the principle and letter of the Barrier

Act ; and, farther, considering that the enactment of 1814 was not merely sanctioned by the Assembly of

that year, but was thereafter, on a discussion of the precise question of power alone, solemnly adjudged by

the Assembly, 1815, to be within the powers and jurisdiction of the Assembly ; and, therefore, dismiss all

the Overtures. And the vote being called for, it was agreed that the state of the vote shall be, Approve

or Dismiss j it being understood, that if it carry Approve, the first motion shall become the judgment of the

Assembly ; and if it carry Dismiss, the second motion shall be their judgment ; and the roll being called,

and votes marked, it carried, by a considerable majority. Approve ; therefore, the Assembly find and remit

in terras of the first motion ; and appoint the Committee of Overtures to meet at twelve o'clock to-morrow,

to prepare an Overture for preventing the improper Union of Offices, to be reported to the Assembly."

—

m. 1843.
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" Your Committee are further of opinion, that a final revision of the translation

now in use, by means of the acknowledged skill and matured experience of the Rev.
Dr Stuart of Luss, and the Rev. Mr Stewart of Dingwall, in order to improve the

translation, and render it as complete as possible, and the publication of a new edi-

tion thereof in quarto, the work in which the Society are now engaged, is of great

importance, and should receive the countenance, support, and encouragement of the

General Assembly.
" Your Committee, therefore, beg leave to propose, that a Standing Committee be

appointed, whose duty it shall be to consider the means which have been employed
for procuring the best version which could be obtained of the Sacred Scriptures in

Gaelic, and whether any further means can be used for rendering it more perfect ; to

receive communications on the subject from such respectable persons as may be will-

ing to offer them ; and, particularly, to attend to the progress of the new edition at

present projected, with the alterations of the version that may be therein made ; to

signify to the Society their opinion of it as it comes from the press ; and that the

said Committee shall report their proceedings on this business to the next General
Assembly.
"Your Committee beg leave also to suggest, that it may be proper that the Gene-

ral Assembly prohibit the use of any other Gaelic version of the Scriptures in the

churches, chapels, missions, and schools, within the Established Church, other than

any of the editions now in use published by the Society, until the work be completed.
'' And, lastly, that extracts of the Assembly's resolution on this business be sent to

every Presbytery within whose bounds parishes are situated in which the Gaelic lan-

guage is spoken."

The General Assembly approve of this report, and enjoin and ordain, in terms

thereof; and they appoint the committee upon this business a standing committee,

to carry the orders of the Assembly into execution. The names of the committee
are, the Moderator, Dr Gordon, Sir Henry Moncreiff, Dr Hill, Dr Inglis, Dr Mac-
dougal, Dr Fleming, Mr Macdonnel of Forres, Mr Macgibbon of Inverary, Mr Camp-
bell of Dunoon, Dr Macleod, Dr Maclea, Mr Dougal Campbell of Kilmichael, Mr
Hugh Fraser of Kilmoran, Dr Irvine, Little Dunkeld, Dr Robert Anderson, Edin-
burgh, Dr Stewart, Strachur, Mr Fraser, Boleskine, Mr Ross, Kilmanivaig, Mr
Macleod, Morven, Mr Mackaj', Reay, j\Ir Mackinnon, Slate, Mr Munro, Uig, Mr
Dougal Campbell, Kilfinichan, and Dr Campbell, Edinburgh ; Dr Campbell to be

convener, and any three to be a quorum.

VII.

Sess. 9, Afai/ 25, 1816.

—

Commission of the General Assemhh/ to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

I

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1816.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Elders for the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess. nit., May 27, 1816.

—

Deliverance of the General Assembly on the Communica-
tion from the Synod of Ulster in Ireland.

The Report of the Conunittee upon the Communication from Ulster was called
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for, and being produced was read, of the following tenor :—*' The Committee on
the Communication from the Moderator of the Synod of Ulster, having deliberately

considered said communication, report to the Venerable Assembly the following

opinion :—That from the respectable situation in which the Synod of Ulster is now
placed by its connection with the civil government, it may be expedient to declare,

that notwithstanding what is contained in the Act of Assembly, 1799, ministerial

communion might be allowed between the ministers and licentiates of that Synod
and those of the Church of Scotland. But as information respecting the education
of their candidates for licence and other particulars must be obtained, before any re-

solution on this subject be finally adopted, that, therefore, the matter should be de-
layed ; and, in the meantime, a committee be appointed to make the proper inquiries,

to correspond with the ISloderator of the Synod of Ulster, and to report to next As-
sembly. In testimony of the respect which this Church entertains for the Esta-

blished Presbyterian Church of Ireland, the Assembly should request of their Mode-
rator, that he, in their name, would convey, by letter, notice of their pi-esent resolution

to the Moderator of the Synod of Ulster." The General Assembly unanimously ap-
prove of said report, and appoint the committee to draw up the letter therein pro-

posed. The committee are,—the Moderator, Dr Gordon, Dr Hill, Dr Brown, Dr
Taylor, Dr Ritchie, Professor Jardine, Professor Young, and Dr Stevenson Macgill

;

Dr Taylor to be convener.

Sess. tilt, May 27, 1816.

—

Act anent the Ordination of Elders.

Whereas irregularities have crept into the Church with respect to the ordination
of elders, the General Assembly, with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries

of this Church, did, and hereby do, enact and ordain,

—

That, hereafter, no person shall be set apart to the office of an elder, unless he
hath attained the age of twenty-one years complete, and produce a certificate to that

effect, to remain in retentis ; and unless he is a communicant.
That no person be ordained an elder who is not an inhabitant of the parish, or who

does not reside therein at least six weeks annually, or who is not an heritor in that

Earish, liable to pay stipend and other parochial burdens, or who is not the apparent
eir of an heritor of that description in the parish.

That when any person who does not generally reside, but only occasionally, as

aforesaid, shall be proposed to the kirk-session to be ordained an elder, there shall

be produced a certificate, under the hands of the minister and kirk-session of the

parish where he generally resides, that he is of unblemished character, and regular in

giving attendance on the public ordinances of religion.

And further, it is enacted. That if any elder be ordained in future, without being
qualified as above, he shall not be held as entitled to any of the privileges of that

office.

But in any city or town where there are more congregations than one, that they
shall be held as one parish, in as far as this Act is concerned.

XI.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1816.

—

Recommendation by the General Assembly to Presby-
teries in Aid of the Funds of the Church.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee appointed to draw
up a Recommendation to Presbyteries anent the Funds of tlie Church, which was
produced and read, the tenor whereof follows :

—" In 1810, the General Assembly
submitted to the consideration of the Church the Proposal of a subscription in aid of
the fund for defending the rights of the Church. It was stated in this Proposal, that

of the L.IOOO allowed annually by government for defraying the expenses of the
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Church, only L.150 is left by the grant to be applied for law proceedings ; and inti-

mation has been given by government that no addition will be made to this allowance

of L. 1 50. The General Assembly further stated in 181 0, that they had -ascertained

that this allowance was wholly insufficient for defending the general rights of the Church,
in questions that often occur where no individual has any patrimonial interest,

and for assisting clergymen in defending their right, in those cases where the Church
has been in use to grant aid. And, therefore, the General Assembly, judging it

essential to the public interest of the Church, and the relief of individual clergymen,

tliat there should be an increase of the fund for these purposes, earnestly recommend-
ed a general contribution by the ministers and elders of the Church in the several

Presbyteries, to be remitted to the Procurator for the Church, and by him reported

to the General Assembly. The General Assembly, upon the report of the Procura-

tor, have now to state to the Church, that although this recommendation has been
frequently repeated, contributions have been received from very few Presbyteries, in

consequence of which both the evils which were apprehended have arrived. A large

debt has been contracted to support those cases which were already upon the funds,

and it has become necessary to refuse all new applications for aid, however urgent

the cases may be.

" The present debt to the Agents of the Church appears, upon the report of the

Procurator, to be L.593, 3s. 4d., and the total sum contributed, with the interest

arising thereon, amounts only to the sum of L.276.
" Although it is both unreasonable and inexpedient that the Church should con-

tinue indebted in so large a sum as L.593, 3s. 4d. to their Agents the General As-
sembly have refrained from applying any part of the sum of L.276, already contribut-

ed, in extinction of that debt ; because the contributions were made in the faith that

the total sum subscribed was to be accumulated into a capital, and the interest only

to be applied to the purposes in view ; and also, because the General Assembly does

not despair, that, when the circumstances of the case are placed fully in the view of
the (Church, this sum may receive an annual increase.

" They have, therefore, directed Sir Henry MoncreifF VVellwood, and the Procura-

tor, to invest the sum of L.276 contributed, in the most advantageous manner pos-

sible ; and they do again earnestly recommend to the ministers of all the Presbyteries

of this Church the annual contribution of os., suggested as the only remedy which
occurs for relieving the funds of the Church from their present difficulties. They
believe that, by small subscriptions, the deficiency in each contribution will be com-
pensated by the number of contributors ; and they remind their brethren, that if

every clergyman were to contribute os., it would raise in a twelvemonth the sum of

L.22.5, and in five years L.1125." The General Assembly approve of this recom-
mendation ; and enjoin the clerks to transmit printed copies thereof to the modera-

tors of all the Presbyteries of this Church, (along with the Overture anentthe Union
of Offices,) accompanied with a letter from the Moderator of this Assembly, enforcing

the said recommendation ; and the Assenibl}' enjoin all the Presbyteries of this

Church to take up the consitleration of this subject, not later than the day on which

they meet to elect their members to the Assembly.

Reverend Sir,—Agreeably to the resolution of the General Assembly, I hereby

transmit to the Presbyteries of the Church of Scotland the above recommendation of

annual contributions, in aid of the funds of the Church ; the importance of observing

which, I am confident, that no words of mine cm enforce. I am, Reverend Sir,

your most obedient servant,

John Cook, Moderator.

To be communicated.

XII.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1816.

—

Recommendation by the General Assembly concerning

Parochial Registers. '

The General Assembly having taken the overture ancnt parochial registers imder

G E
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their serious consideration, unanimously approve of the same; and therefore earnestly

recommend to all the Presbyteries and Kirk-Sessions within the bounds of the Church,
" That whereas great inconveniency and loss has been experienced in many parts of

the country, either from no parochial registers being kept, or from the inaccuracy

with which it is done, the Assembly enjoins the several Presbyteries of this Church
to take the steps necessary to secure the keeping of three separate registers in every

parish : In one of which, the names, of all children and of their parents shall be re-

corded, with the dates of their birth, whether their parents belong to the Church, or

are Dissenters : In another, the names of all persons married, with the dates of their

marriages, whether legally solemnized or not, with the specialties of any particular

cases which may occur : And, in the third, the names of all persons who have died,

with the particular dates of their deaths, whether they have been buried in the parish

burying-ground, or elsewhere ; and that these three registers shall be brought up to

the Presbytery of the bounds at the first meeting after the conclusion of each year

respectively, in each of which the Presbytery shall enter their remarks on the man-
ner in which it is kept, signed by the moderator for the time."

The General Assembly farther appoint the following committee, viz., Principal

Baird, Dr William Ritchie, Dr Fleming, Dr Inglis, Dr Meiklejohn, Mr Watson, and
the Procurator,—Dr Meiklejohn to be convener ; to communicate with the Officers

of the Crown, in the view of obtaining the authority of the legislature to secure the

faithful observance of this arrangement.

The General Assembly enjoin their clerks to send printed copies of this recom-

mendation to all the Presbyteries of this Church, who are hereby required to com-
municate the same to all the Kirk-Sessions within their bounds.

XIIL

Sess. lilt., May 27, 1816.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Aasembly.

l~lie next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May 1817.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CL Eccl. Scot,

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1817.

Sess. I, May 22, 1817 The King's Commission to William Earl of Errol produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

U.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1817.— The Prince Regents most gracious Letter to the General

Assembly, presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

In the name and on the behalf of his Majesty,

George, P. R.

Right Reverend and wcU-bcloved, we greet you well.—Impressed with the same
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lively interest which we have at all times felt for the prosperity of the Church of
Scotland, and sensible of the advantages which so large a portion of our subjects has
derived from the counsels of the General Assembly of that Church, we always con-
template with satisfaction the period appointed for the renewal of your deliberations

;

and we rest assured that your proceedings upon the present occasion will entitle

you to a continuance of our countenance and protection.

We have thought fit to constitute and appoint our right trusty and right well-

beloved cousin, William Earl of Errol, to be our Commissioner in the present As-
sembly. The experience we have had of his loyalty and attachment to us, and the

conviction which we feel that he is in every respect eminently qualified to discharge
this great trust, are considerations which have recommended him to our choice, as a
fit person to be our representative amongst you ; and, we doubt not, these reasons

will render him acceptable to you, and will ensure to him that respect and reverence
which, in his high and important office, he is entitled to receive. We feel confident

that you may rely upon his cordial support and co-operation in all your efforts to pro-

mote the cause of true religion and piety, and therein the welfare and happiness of
our people.

Although the wisdom and discretion which, upon former occasions, have charac-

terised your proceedings, entitle you to our confidence and affection, yet we feel our-

selves called upon at this time, in a particular manner, to impress upon you the

necessity of redoubling your zeal in the administering of useful instruction, and in

the due discharge of every public and private duty.

At a time when a spirit inimical to the established constitution, and the existing

form of government of these realms, unhappily prevails amongst certain descriptions

of our people, too much pains cannot be taken to counteract the efforts of those

wicked and designing persons who labour to increase so mischievous a spirit, and to

])romote general discontent.

We exhort you, therefore, in the strongest manner, at this moment, to be vigilant,

and to expose the designs of those who, under the specious semblance of Reform,
inculcate doctrines the most extravagant and dangerous ; and who, by constant mis-

representations and wicked means, endeavour to bring into contempt all the civil and
religious establishments and institutions of the United Kingdom.

Well-beloved, nothing can be more effectual to repress these evils, than a thorough

and sincere belief in the doctrines of Christianity ; we charge you, therefore, to use

your unremitting exertions to establish the salutary influence of the Gospel in the

minds of those committed to your charge, and to enforce a due obedience to the laws,

upon Christian principles, and from Christian motives. We depend upon your zeal-

ous endeavours to promote the growth of true piety, and a due reverence for the

sacred Word of Almighty God; and trust you will not fail to impress upon the minds
of our subjects, that a strict and conscientious discharge of their duties, both civil and
religious, affords the only sure means by which individual happiness and national

prosperity can be secured. Thus will you execute worthily the sacred duties which
are assigned to you ; for thus your exertions will promote the glory of God and the

happiness of your fellow-creatures. On our part, be assured that we are always

anxious to secure and continue to all our subjects the invaluable possession of their

laws, their liberties, and their excellent constitution ; and we repeat to you our full

determination to maintain and support the Church of Scotland in the complete en-

joyment of all her rights and privileges. Commending you, therefore, in all your

counsels and deliberations, to the Divine guidance and protection, we bid you heartily

farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 15th day of May 1817, in the fifty-

seventh year of our reign.

By the Command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name and on
the behalf of his Majesty,

SlDMOUTH.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
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IIL

Sess. 3, Mai/ 2-1, 1817.— The General Assembly's Answer to the Prince Regent's most

graciotis Letter.

May it please your Royal Highness,

Tiie gracious letter with which your Royal Highness, in the name and on the behalf

of his Majesty, has condescended to honour this General Assembly, has been re-

ceived with the most profound respect and gratitude.

We are peculiarly gratified by the lively interest which your Royal Highness conti-

nues to feel in the prosperity of the Church of Scotland, and by the notice taken of the

advantao-es which a large portion of his Majesty's subjects have derived from the coun-

sels of her General Assemblies. It is a pledge of the happy union which subsists be-

tween our religious and civil establishments, that the annual meetings of the General

Assembly of our National Church take place under royal countenance and protection ;

and we trust that our proceedings, upon the present occasion, will secure to us a con-

tinuance of that favour which we have experienced through so long and uninterrupted

a series of years.

The appointment of William Earl of Errol to represent the sacred person of our

beloved Sovereign among us, we regard as an additional pledge of the royal favour.

The eminent qualifications which he possesses for discharging the duties of this great

trust cannot fail to render him acceptable to us, and command the respect and reve-

rence which, in his high and important ofiice, he is entided to receive. We rely with

full assurance on his countenance and cordial support in all our efforts to promote

the cause of true religion and piety, and thus secure the welfare and happiness of the

people committed to our care.

The confidence and affection, inspired by the wisdom and discretion of former As-

semblies, with which your Royal Highness is graciously pleased to regard us, fill our

minds with sentiments of the warmest gratitude, and encourage us to redouble our

zeal in administeiing useful instruction, and in the discharge of every public and pri-

vate duty.

We lament, with unfeigned sorrow, that a spirit inimical to the established consti-

tution and the existing form of government of these realms, exists in any description

of his Majesty's subjects. Though well assured that the princip'es of unshaken loyalty,

and a just sense of the blessings of our inestimable constitution, generally prevail

in this part of the United Kingdom, we shall guard, with anxious solicitude, against

the beginnings of evil, and employ our most strenuous exertions to counteract the

efforts of any wicked and designing persons, who may labour to increase so mischie-

vous a spirit, and to promote general discontent.

Receiving with all respect the intimations of danger, we shall exert the vigilance

which the pressure of the time demands, and be diligent in exposing the designs of

those who, under the specious semblance of Reform, inculcate doctrines the most extra-

vagant and dangerous, and who, by constant misrepresentations and wicked means,

endeavour to bring into contem[)t all the civil and religious establishments and insti-

tutions of the United Kingdom.

Fully satisfied of the powerfnl efficacy of religious principle, and that nothing can

be more effectual to repress those evils than a thorough and sincere belief in the doc-

trines of Christianity, we listen with reverence to the call upon us, and will not fail

to use our unremitting exertions to establish the salutary infiuence of the Gospel in

the minds of those committed to our charge, and to enforce a due obedience to the

laws upon Christian principles, and from Christian motives.

Contemplating steadily the great objects of our holy vocation, we humbly trust,

that entire dependence may be placed on our zealous endeavours to promote the

growth of true piety and a due reverence for the sacred Word of Almighty God

;

and we are convimed, that while we impress upon the minds of our people a strict

and conscientious discharge of their duties, both civil and religious, we are directing

them to the only means by which individual happiness and national prosperity can
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be secured. We feel the unspeakably strong obligations which we are under, to per-

form worthily the sacred duties assigned to us ; for it is only by so doing that we
can promote the glory of God, and the happiness of our fellow-creatures.

We rejoice in the assurance, that it is the great object of your Koyal Highness to

secure and continue to all his Majesty's subjects the invaluable possession of their

laws, their liberties, and their excellent constitution ; and we receive, with the most

sincere gratitude, the renewed expression of your full determination to maintain and

support the Church of Scotland in the complete enjoyment of all her rights and privi-

leges, as by law established.

We receive, with all thankfulness, the royal donation of L.2000, for the propaga-

tion of Christian knowledge, and the principles of the Reformed religion in the High-

lands and Islands of Scotland. Wc shall be anxiously studious, by a faithful applica-

tion of this bounty, to accomplish the pious and benevolent purposes for which it has

been bestowed.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may bless, sustain, and

console his Majesty the King ;—that He may bless abundantly the Queen, your Royal

Highness, the Princess of Wales, and all the members of the Royal Family ;—that He
may direct and prosper the measures of his Majesty's government ;—and that princes

of your Illustrious House may be the guardians of our national blessings, and reign

over a free and a happy people to the latest posterity, are the fervent prayers of.

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Gavin Gibb, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 24, 1817.

—

Address of the General Assemble/ of the Church of Scotland

to his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland,

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met in this General As-

sembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to lay before the throne this humble

expression of our dutiful and affectionate respect for his ^Majesty's person and family,

and of devoted attachment to that constitution of government under which the good-

ness of Divine Providence has placed us.

We oflFer to your Royal Highness, during the continuance of our beloved Sove-

reign's lamented indisposition, the sympathy which we feel in common with a peo-

ple to whom, from his paternal reign and private virtues, he has been so long and so

deservedly endeared.

We shared the general horror of the nation, at the recent atrocious assault upon

your Royal Highness' sacred person, returning from Parliament in the exercise of a

solemn function of the British Sovereign ; and the general joy and gratitude for the

Divine protection which rendered that nefarious attempt abortive ; and we devoutly

implore the Everlasting King to encompass your Royal Highness with his omnipo-

tent shield, and to defend from every open and secret enemy a life so precious to

the State.

With sentiments becoming Britons, we contemplate the happy effects of that splen-

didly-conceived, and biilliantly-executed, enterprise against the city of Algiers,

which, in adding a new wreath to our crown of naval glory, broke down, we trust for

ever, a system of piracy, at war with the rights of human nature, and formed a be-

coming sequel to the arduous struggle strenuously maintained, and triumphantly ter-

minated by Great Britain, for the independence of Eiirojie.

The exultation with which we reflect on these exertions of our country in the great

II
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cause of legitimate government and of real liberty, and the hopes with which we anti-

cipate the long continuance of tliat peace which they have brought to the world, have

not made us insensible to the severe sufferings now widely diffused among our country-

men, partly by the necessary expenditure in a war of unexampled difficulties, partly

by the consequent sudden change and diminution in the demands of commerce, and

partly by the scarcity of food with which it has pleased the Great Disposer of all to

visit us, as if to remind us amidst human triumphs, that we ought to rejoice with

trembling. While we sincerely sympathise in their sufferings, and deeply deplore

the attempts of unprincipled men, during this season of general distress, to incite the

unhappy sufferers to rebellious deeds, and to propagate the licentious opinions which

prepare for the subversion alike of the altar and the throne, we are cheered by the

admirable display which has thus been called forth throughout our country, on the

one hand, of patience, and fortitude, and resignation to the will of Heaven, under in-

evitable privations, and on the other, of generous self-denial and active beneficence,

bringing alleviations to the pressure. Knowing that reverence for his righteous law

is the foundation on which the Moral Governor of the universe has determined that

the strength of empires shall repose, we congratulate your Royal Highness that the

British Sovereign rules in the hearts of a people who have shown so general a sense

of their sacred obligations, whom neither the sacrifices of a long and arduous war, nor

the sufferings of unexpected want, nor the corrupting inflammatory language of im-

piety and sedition, have as yet been able, nor will they, we hope in God, be ever

able, to seduce from their allegiance.

We are happy to embrace this opportunity of informing your Royal Highness, that

we believe the people of Scotland to have had a conspicuous share in this interesting

display of national worth; and in whatever degree this may be ascribed to the ser-

vices of the Established Church, and to the co-operation of the justly valued insti-

tution of parochial schools, we hesitate not to assure your Royal Highness, that we
shall give all the encouragement in our power, to every prudent measure for dissemi-

nating throughout the community a spirit of consideration and economy favourable

at once to the interest of religion and of civil government. In these, and in all our

ministerial labours, we will continue to imitate the example left to us by our ve-

nerable fathers, grateful for the distinguished advantage which the Church of Scot-

land derives from its connection with the British constitution, and under the serious

conviction that the religious and moral effect of a Gospel ministry is essential to hu-

man happiness, in all the various conditions and relations of the present life, as well

as throughout the endless progress of man's immortal destiny.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, may
shower down His consolations upon our beloved Sovereign, bless the Queen and Royal

Family, and continue to prosper the Goverinnent which your Royal Highness exer-

cises in his Majesty's name and behalf; and that descendants of your illustrious

House may, to the latest posterity, sway the British sceptre over a free, great, loyal,

and virtuous people, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in

the National Assembly of the Church of Scodand.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Gavin Gibb, Moderator,

Sess. 4. May 26, 1817.

—

Judgment of the General Assembly on the reference"from the

Presbytery of Brechin, respecting the Examination of the &chuols of Montrose.

The General Assembly, after due deliberation, approve of the firmness and pro-

priety with which the Presbytery of Brechin have asserted their undubitable right to
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examine schools of every description witliin their bounds ; but, in respect it has been
stated bv the elder from the burgh of Montrose, in name of the magistrates and coun-
cil, that they were sensible of their past error, and will give no opposition in future

to the exercise of this right, the Assembly judge it unnecessary to take any farther

steps in this matter; at the same time, they recommend it to the members of that,

and of ail the other Presbyteries of this Church, to continue their vigilance in at-

tending to the different schools within their bounds. The Assembly enjoin their

clerks to see that this judgment be inserted among the printed Acts of the Assembly.

VI.

Sess. 6, May 28, 1817 Act anent the Union of Offices.

Whereas apprehensions have been generally entertained, that the permission given

in a few recent instances to clergymen holding a Professorship in an University, to

hold at the same time a parochial charge in the country, may introduce abuses hurt-

ful to the interests of religion and literature : The General Assembly, conceiving

that it is their duty to vratch over both those interests, and feeling a becoming so-

licitude to maintain inviolate the residence of ministers in their respective parishes,

which the fundamental laws of this Church require, and by which the people of

Scotland enjoy in full measure the comfort and edification of a Gospel ministry,

direct all the Presbyteries of this Church to employ the means competent for them,

in order to prevent the same person from holding at the same time a Professorship

in an University and a parochial charge, which is not situated in the city which is the

seat of that University, or in the suburbs thereof; and, that this direction may be

uniformly carried into effect, the General Assembly do, with the consent of a ma-
jority of the Presbyteries of this Church, enact and ordain, that if a Professor in au
University be hereafter presented to a parochial charge, which is not situated in the

city that is the seat of that University, or in the suburbs thereof, he shall, within

nine months after his being admitted to the said charge, resign his Professorship, and
at the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery thereafter shall produce to the Presbytery

a certificate that his resignation has been accepted. And that if the minister of a

parish, which is not situated in the city that is the seat of a University, or the suburbs

thereof, be hereafter presented or elected to a Professorship in any University, he
shall, at the first ordinary meeting of Presbytery which shall take place after the

lapse of six months from the date of his induction into the Professorship, resign into

the hands of the Presbytery his parochial charge. And in the event of this injunc-

tion not being complied with by the persons holding such offices, the General As-

sembly, with the like consent of the Presbyteries of this Church, ordain the Pres-

bytery of the bounds to serve him in his character of parish minister with a libel for

the breach of this statute, and to proceed therein according to the rules of the Church.

And it is provided, that ministers of Chapels of Ease shall, in all respects, he subject

to the provisions of this Act, in the same manner as parochial ministers. And it is

further provided, that the Old and New Towns of Aberdeen shall be held as forming

one city, so far as respects the provisions of this overture.

VIL

Sess. 9, May 31, 1817.

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VIII.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1817.— Commission to some 3finisters and Rulinr/ Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managimj his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, «S;c.

IX.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1817.—Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National (Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 21st day of May
1818.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly', by

Andkew Duncan, CI. JSccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1818.

Sess. 1, 3fay 21, 1818.— The King's Commission to William Earl of Errol produced,
and ordered to be recorded.

The General Asscnibly, &c.

II.

Sess, I, May 21, 1818.— The Prince Retjenfs most gracious Letter to the General

Assembly, presented to them by his Majestys Commissioner.

In the name and on the behalf of his ]\Iajesty,

(jeorge, p. R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well.—We embrace with satis-

faction the opportunity afforded us by the present meeting of the General Assembly

of the Church of Scotland, to renew ihc assurance of our regard and paternal affec-

tion, and to encourage you, by the declaration of our countenance and support, in

the diligent discharge of the high and important duties committed to your trust.

The wisdom of your counsels and measures has, at all times, ensured to you our un-

bounded confidence, and we are fully satisfied that your proceedings will continue

to be characterised by temper and calmness ; that you will be actuated, in all your

deliberations, by a feeling of steady loyalty and attachment to ourself, and by an

earnest desire of promoting, to the utmost of your power, the happiness and best in-

j

terests of our people. In repeating to you the assurance of our full determination to
i

maintain the Church of Scotland in the comjilete enjoyment of all its rights and pri-

vileges, we cannot omit to announce to you our resolution to evince more strongly

our fatherly solicitude for the prosperity of that Church, by extending, at no distant

day, pecuniary succour to those parishes which, either from their redundant popu-

lation, or from their expanded dimensions, are at present incapable of supplying ade-

ijuate places of worship for their religiously-disposed inhabitants.
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We have thought fit again to appoint our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin,
William Earl of F.rrol, to be our Commissioner, and to represent our royal person in
the present Assembly, well knowing the lively interest he will tai^e in" all your de
liberations, and how ready he will be to co-operate with you in your endeavours for

the advancement of the cause of true religion and of virtue, and for the furtherance
of the spiritual benefit and advantage of the people entrusted to your care.

Since the last meeting of your venerable body, it has ])leased Almighty God, in

the inscrutable wisdom of his counsels, to visit our Royal House and this nation
with one of the heaviest and most afflicting dispensations of his Divine Providence.

In the general sorrow upon this melancholy occasion, we are fully assured that you
participate, and that you, and the rest of our faithful and loving subjects, will join
with us in imploring the Great Disposer of events, that it may please Him to ad-
minister to all our minds the consolation of which we stand so greatly in need, and
which He alone can impart. Nor will you neglect, under this severe national ca-

lamity, to remind those whom it is your office to instruct, that it is their duty to

receive, with implict submission, the present visitation, and to place their reliance

upon that Being who has given us the consoling assurance, that all, even His most
afflictive dispensations, work together for the general good.

Well-beloved, we exhort you to reflect how materially the welfare and prosperity

of a nation are affected by the conduct of the ministers of its religion. It is in

their power, by the due and assiduous discharge of their pastoral duties, by the
soundness of their precepts, and the blameless purity of their lives, to produce the
most salutary effects upon the general feelings and character of (he people. And
they must remember, that in proportion as their opportunities of usefulness are ex-
tensive, so will they be responsible for the neglect or abuse of them. It is the great

object of all human law and government, by regulating and adjusting the various

rights and interests of individuals, to promote the well-being, and constitute the

stability and good order of society. But vain and insufficient must ever be the most
enlightened institutions, unless regarded as deriving their weight and authority from
the precepts of the Divine Law ; and the wisest human ordinances will be found in-

effectual for the maintenance of peace and social order when the restraints of the

Gospel are disregarded. The experience of modern times has shown that no light

of science—no progress in the arts—no advantages of commerce—no success in arms,

can secure the internal quiet and prosperity of a nation which throws off the autho-
lity of Divine Revelation, the rejection of which infallibly leads to all the mischiefs

of private injustice and public anarch}'. And even in these days, and in this island,

attempts have not been wanting to bring into ridicule and disrespect the most sacred

commandments of God, and the Prayer which was taught to his Apostles by Our
Blessed Saviour himself.

It is your province, as the guardians of religion, and the expounders of the Divine
Law, to warn the people against falling into any of these most dangerous errors;

and, by impressing upon all ranks of our subjects their solemn obligation to ob-

serve the precepts and fulfil the duties inculcated by the Gospel, to give effect to

our endeavours for the promotion of their moral happiness and improvement. With
this view, we most earnestly repeat to you our recommendation to pay continued

and increased attention to the advancement of godliness, and the discouragement of

all loose notions, w]:ether in failh or morality. Such notions, unless timely counter-

acted, must tend to the destruction of all good prinpiplcs in the hearts of men, and
the provoking of the displeasure of Almighty God. Be diligent, be circumspect.

More encouraging dispositions will arise : profit by them ; and your labour shall not

be in vain.

We have beheld with the highest satisfaction the gradual restoration of tranquillity

and good order in those parts of Great Britain wjiere the efforts of wicked and de-

signing men were, for a time, but too successful in deluding some of our subjects,

and in disseminating doctrines which aimed at the subversion of the existing form of

government established in this realm.

And we look with confidence to the loyalty of the great body of our people, and
their firm attachment to the constitution, as the surest means of maintaining the

6 F
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peace and ([uiet of our kiDjrdom, and eradicating what may still remain of that spirit

of disaffection which unhappily existed in the minds of some of our deluded suh-

iects.

Be assured that no exertion shall he wanting on our part to further this great

object, by a firm, temperate, and imjiartial administration of the laws, intended

alike for the protection of the innocent, and for the dread and punishment of the

wicked.

Fully assured that your attachment to our royal jierson, your love for your coun-

try, and zeal for the glory of Almighty God, will prompt you to the due and faithful

discharge of all your duties, we commend your deliberations to the Uivine guidance;

and so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 9th day of May 1818, in the 58th year

of our reign.

By the Command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name, and on

the behalf of his Majesty,

SlDMOCTU.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator, Mini-

sters, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Scss, 3, May 21, 1818.

—

Tlie General Assembli/'s Ansicer to the Prince RegenCs
most (ji-acious Letter.

May it please your Royal Highness,

The grac'ous letter with which your Royal Highness, in the name, and on the be-

half of his Majesty, has been pleased to honour this meeting of the General Assem-
bly of our National Church, has been received with every sentiment of loyalty and
respect.

It is with unfeigned gratitude that we have received the renewed assurance of

your Royal Highness's regard and paternal affection ; and we are encouraged, by the

declaration of your countenance and support, to persevere in the diligent discharge

of the high and important duties with which we arc entrusted.

The approbation which your Royal Highness has been pleased to express of our

past councils and measures, and the unbounded confidence which you have con-

descended to reposs in us, have afforded us the most lively and heartfelt satisfaction

;

and we trust that we shall be enabled to show ourselves worthy of these distinguish-

ed marks of your Royal Highness's regard, by conducting our deliberations at this

time with becoming temper and calmness, by cherishing a steady loyalty and at-

tachment to our beloved Sovereign and your Royal Highness, and by doing every

thing in our power for jiromoting the happiness and best interests of his Majesty's

subjects in this part of the United Kingdom.
We feel that vvell grounded confidence, which long experience has taught us to

cherish, in the repeated assurance of your Royal Highness's full determination to

maintain the Church of Scotland in the complete enjoyment of all its rights and
privileges.

We learn with peculiar thankfulness and joy the resolution of your Royal High-
ness to extend, at no distant day, pecuniary succour for increasing the number of

our places of worship in those parishes of Scotland which, either from their re-

dundant population or great extent, stand in need of such an addition. This wise

and pious measure we consider as a fresh proof of your Royal Highness's fatherly

solicitude for the prosperity of our National Church. And we confidently anticipate

from it the most salutary effects, both in a religious and moral view, to a large pro-
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portion of our population that are at present destitute, in a great measure, of the

means and opportunities of spiritual instruction.

We are gratified by the appointment of the Earl of Errol to represent his Majesty's
person in this General Assembly, because he possesses our sincere and affectionate

respect, and because we are assured of the lively interest which he will take in all

our deliberations, and of his readiness to co-operate with us in our endeavours for the

advancement of the cause of true religion and virtue.

In the feelings expressed by your Royal Highness respecting that awful and un-
expected dispensation with which it has pleased Almighty God to afflict your Royal
House and this nation, we most cordially and deeply participate. In common with all

our fellow-subjects, we shared in unfeigned sympathy with the royal persons more
immediately affected by the event which we deplore. It becomes us to bow with
reverence before the Sovereign of the universe, who, in His unsearchable wisdom,
has removed from our eye and our expectation one who was so justly dear to our
hearts. Our most sincere and fervent prayers have often ascended to His Throne,
for that strong consolation to your Royal Highness and your afflicted House, which
even the sympathies of a loyal and affectionate people are unable to yield. Nor
have we failed to remind those whom it is our office to instruct, that it is their duty
to receive with implicit submission the present visitation, and to place their reliance

on that Being who rules in the exercise of infinite perfection, and has promised to

make all things work together for good to them that love Him.
We receive your Royal Highness's paternal counsels with becoming thankfulness.

And, aware of the vast importance of pastoral diligence, and fidelity to the welfare

and prosperity of the nation, it shall be our unceasing concern, depending upon the

Divine aid, to teach sound doctrine and pure morality to the people committed to

our care— to inculcate upon them that practical regard to the Gospel, without which
the wisest human institutions are of no avail, and to employ every means in our
]iower to make them good and loyal subjects, by making them true and zealous

Christians. While we learn with profound regret, that there are persons in these

days, and in this island, who have attempted to bring into ridicule and disrespect

some of the commandments and institutions of religion, we trust that a better spirit

will soon become universal, and that all ranks of our fellow-subjects will be persuaded

to fear God, and to work righteousness. We beg leave to assure your Royal Highness

that no efforts shall be wanting on our part to discourage any symptoms of profane-

ness which may appear among the people of Scotland, and to cherish in them that

reverence for every thing sacred, without which they can neither be virtuous nor

happy.

We participate in the high satisfaction expressed by your Royal Highness at the

restoration of tranquillity and good order in those parts of the Island where wicked

and designing men had succeeded in seducing some of his Majesty's subjects from

their allegiance and duty. We pray to God that the inhabitants of every part of this

highly favoured empire may be duly sensible of the blessings they enjoy under our

happy constitution, and be ready at all times to guard it from internal disaffection, as

well as from foreign aggression. And it is with no ordinary feelings of gratitude and
joy that we communicate to your Royal Highness our full conviction, that the people

with whom we are more immediately connected are sensible of their privileges, sacred

and civil, as a nation, and most cordial in their attachment to the government of their

country, and to your Illustrious House.
We receive, with all thankfulness, the royal donation of L.2P00, for the propaga-

tion of ('hristian knowledge, and the principles of the Reformed religion in the High-

lands and Islands of Scotland. We shall be anxiously studious, by a faithful applica-

tion of this bounty, to accomplish the pious and benevolent purposes for which it has

been bestowed.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may impart to his Ma-
jesty the King all that sui)port and consolation which his case requires :—that He
may bless the Queen, your Royal Highness, the Princess of Wales, and all the mem-
bers of the Royal Family ;—that He may direct the councils, and pro.-;per the mea-

sures of his Majesty's government ;—and that princes of your Illustrious House may
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reign, to the latest posterity, over a free, loyal, and happy people, are the fervent

prayers of,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of

this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Campbell, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1818.

—

Address of the General Assembly oft^e Church of Scotland

to his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent ^^ ^ .e United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders met in

this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave humbly to approach

your Royal Highness witli the sincere expression of our affection and respect for his

Majesty's person and family ; of the satisfaction and happiness which we experience

under the administration of your Royal Highness, and of our devoted attachment to

the happy constitution of government under which Divine Providence has placed us.

We deeply lament his Majesty's indisposition. Under the continuance of it we
offer your Royal Highness the tribute of our sympathy. We pray that Almighty
God may impart to his Majesty all the consolation of which his condition is suscep-

tible, and speedily restore him to the conscious enjoyment of every blessing which
may crown the evening of his days with felicity.

It is with heartfelt sorrow we turn our thoughts, on this occasion, to the severe ca-

lamity with which the United Kingdom has been visited, by the death of your ami-

able and beloved daughter, her Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte Augusta. We
take a tender interest in the paternal feelings of your Royal Highness, which have
been so deeply wounded by this mournful event. We commiserate the agonizing suf-

ferings of a widowed husband, thus bereaved of all that was most dear to him in life;

and we sympathize with the whole Royal Family, imder a stroke which has deprived

them of so bright an ornament.

The reverence for religion with which the mind of her Royal Highness was im-
pressed, her attentive observance of its ordinances, and her many eminent virtues,

both princely and domestic, render her memory jieciiliarly venerable in our estima*

tion, and have embalmed it in the affections of a disconsolate people.

The fair promise of future blessings to the United Kingdom, which the early life

of her Royal Highness held forth, and the interesting circumstances in which her

precious life was cut oft', render our grief for the event doubly poignant. When the

hopes of the nation had been wound up to the highest pitch, when we already antici-

pated that pledge which would have transmitted to posterity', in the line of your
Royal Highness, a succession of princes to the throne, she in whom these hopes

were centered was suddenly snatched from the world, and our fond expectations

humbled in the dust.

Under this dire calamity we bow in pious submission to the will of God. We
pray that His divine consolations may abound to your Royal Highness, and we trust

that your heavy afHiction may find some alleviation in the universal tribute of condo-

lence voluntarily poured forth throughout the wide extent of the British Empire.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, may shed
Divine consolations upon our beloved Sovereign, bless the Queen and Royal Family,

and continue to prosper the government which your Royal Highness exercises with

so much success and glory, in the name, and on the behalf of his Majesty, and that

descendants of the Illustrious House of Brunswick m:vy, tJ the latest posterity, sway
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the British sceptre over a free, great, loyal, and virtuous people, are the earnest
prayers of.

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most
obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met
in this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

John Campbell, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1818.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and Ruling Elders fur discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1818.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Jligtdands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty s Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1818.— Overture and Interim Actfur the more effectual Preventing
SimonyJ*

That upon a presentation being lodgjed with any Presbytery of this Church, before

the Presbytery shall take any steps towards the settlement of the presentee, the Mo-
derator shall read to him Act 5th, Assembly, 1753, and Act 8th, Assembly, 1759,
and thereafter the presentee shall subscribe coram the following solemn declaration

;

which declaration, as engrossed in the Presb> tery record, shall be authenticated by
the signature of the Moderator, in name and by appointment of the Presbytery:—" I,

A. B., presentee to the vacant parish and church of D., or appointed to be assistant

and successor to E. F., minister of the parish of II., hereby solemnly declare, as I shall

answer to God at the great day of judgment, that I have come under no engagement,
expressed or understood, with the patron or heritors of the parish of D., nor with an\'

person or persons in their name, or on their account ; that neither by myself nor by
any person with my knowledge, has any thing been given or promised, to procure
me a presentation to the vacant parish of D. ; and if, at any time hereafter, it

shall come to my knowledge that any thing has been given, or has been promised
to be given to the patron, or to any other person, for procuring the presenta-

tion now laid on the Presbytery's table to the vacant parish and church of D., I will

immediately reveal it to the Presbytery. (Signed) A. B., presentee to the parish

of D.— I. H., Moderator, in name and by appointment of the Presbytery ;"' and
that till such declaration is subscribed as above, the Presbyteries of this (Church be
prohibited from jirocceding to the settlement of presentees ; and that a copy of this

Act be given to each candidate for the ministry at the time he is licensed: All which
procedure shall be without prejudice to the Presbytery's right of putting such ques-
tions to the presentee, as they shall deem necessary on the circumstances of the case

;

and that, in the meantime, this overture be converted into an interim Act.

* This Overture was transmitted for four roars, but not passed.

—

Ed. 1843.



9G6 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1819.

VIIL

Sess. ult, June 1, 1818.—^irf appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle oF Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May 1819.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Ecd, Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1819.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1819.— The Kinys Commission to George Earl of Morton produced,

and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 20, 1819.— The Prince Et-genfs most gracious Letter to the General
'

Assembly, presented to them by his ]\Iajestys Commissioner.

In the name, and on the behalf of his Majesty,

Geouge, p. R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well.—We have always contem-

plated with the most lively interest the return of the period appointed for the meet-

ing of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland ; and it is with sentiments of

peculiar satisfaction that we now hasten to renew to you the assurance of our pater-

nal regard, and of our disposition to co-operate with you in all such measures as may
tend to the moral and religious improvement of our people. When we call to mind
the constant and laudable zeal which you have ever shown for the promotion of learn-

ing and true religion, we cannot doubt that the same advantages which have hereto-

fore resulted from your deliberations will continue to flow from them. Your venerable

body will sympathise with us in the severe affliction with which, since we last

addressed you, it has pleased the Divine Providence to visit the members of the Royal

Family, and the whole British nation, in the death of her Most Excellent Majesty.

You will feel with us, that in the discharge of the duties, whether public or private, of

her high station, she displayed a brilliant example of all those qualities which, while

thev dignify and add lustre to a throne, constitute the most becoming ornament of the

female character in domestic life.

We have thought fit to appoint oiu- right trusty and right well-beloved cousin,

George Earl of Morton, to be the representative of our royal person upon the present

occasion, well assured that your counsels will derive every advantage from his wisdom

and sound judgment, and that he will faithfully and zealously discharge the weighty

and important trust confided to his care. We cannot doubt that he will experience

at your hands all the respect and consideration due to the high oHice vv'ith which we
have judged it proper to invest him, and that you will manifest, in the reception which

you give to the bearer of our delegated authority, your dutiful submission to ourselll
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We assure you that we have not abaiKloned the intention which we expressed to

you at your last Assembly, of afFordin<r aid for tlie supply of adequate ])laces of

worship for the religiously-disposed inhabitants of those parishes which, from iheir

extent or ])opniation, stand in need of such assistance. Temporary circumstances

have impeded the fulfilment t)f our inteniion ; but we trust that every impediment will

be speedily surmounted. It is with dee))-felt grief that we call your attention to the

increase which has recently taken place in the number of crimes. This-increase, we
trust, as in former instances of the otherwise happy transition from war to peace, will

be but temporary. We purpose (assisted b}' the wisdom of our Parliament) to direct

proper measurers to be taken for ameliorating the discipline of our prisons. At the same

time, we exhort you to charge those ministers of the Church of Scotland whose peculiar

province it is to watch over the religious instruction of the unhappy persons confined

in the gaols of that part of our United Kingdom, to be vigilant and unremitting in

the performance of their sacred functions. The mischief we deplore may be mate-

rially abated by the judicious and zealous exertions of those ministers of the Gospel,

to whom it more particularly belongs, in these receptacles of crime, to awaken the

consciences of the obdurate, to enlighten the understandings of the ignorant, and to

bring back the lost sheep into the iold of the True Shepherd. You will not fail to

instruct your hearers in general how much their temporal, as well as their eternal

welfare, will be promoted by a strict adherence to the precepts of the religion which

vou preach, and that even human institutions are to be respecied as conducing to the

same end. You will teach them, that by maintaining a vigilant control over all their

selfish passions, which seek their gratification at the expense and to the injury of

their neighbours ; and b^' being always in strict and jieaceable obedience to the laws

and ordinances of the community of which they are members, they will best consult

not only the happiness of their liellow-creaturcs, but their own.

As a powerful means of procuring the ready dissemination of these sentiments, wc
recommend to you a watchful superintendence over the education of the rising gene-

ration. It has been found (and no where more than in Scotland) that the general

instruction of the children of the poorer classes has been attended with the happiest

effects. A visible improvement has taken place in the morals of the people, and those

who might otherwise have passed their days in ignorance and vice have been quali-

fied to become useful members of society.

It only remains fur us to renew to you the assurance of our stedfast purpose and

determination to maintain inviolate the rights and privileges of the Church of Scot-

land, as by law established ; and, commending your deliberations to the guidance of

the Almighty, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 7th day of May 1819, in the fifty-

ninth year of our reign.

By the Command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name,

and on the behalf of his Majesty,

SiDJIOUTH.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and \^'ell-bcloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assemblv of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sees. 3, May 22, 1819.—T%e General Assembb/s Answer to the Prince Regent's most

gracious Letter.

]\Iay it please your Royal Highness,

The very gracious letter with which your Royal Highness, in the name, and on

the behalf of his Majesty, has been pleased to honour this meeting of the General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland, has been received with the respect and gratitude

due to such a renewed proof of your royal favour.

II
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The assuranceof your Royal Iliglincss's paternal regard, and disposition to support

us in those measures by whieli we strive to promote the religious and moral improve-

ment of the people under our charge, is a most powerful encouragement to persevere

in the faithful discharge of our duty. We receive your gracious approbation of our

zeal for the advancement of religion and literature, as a gratitying recompence of our

past labours, and feel your confidence in the success of our future exertions a motive

for redoubling our diligence in time to come.

Bending in profound veneration to the will of that Great Being whose counsels

are unsearchable, we sympathise deeply in the successive afflictions of your Royal

House. In tendering the expression of our unfeigned condolence to your Royal

Highness i;n the lamented death of her Majesty, the late Queen, we desire to re-

member, with gratitude to Heaven, how long she was spared for a blessing to these

lands ; and earnestly pray that the excellent example which she set of genuine

piety, domestic virtue, and enlightened zeal for the moral interests of the community,

may never be forgotten.

The appointment of the Earl of Morton to represent his Majesty's person in this

Assembly, is to us a fresh token of your fatherly care and regard. The attachment

of his noble ancestors to the liberties of their country and principles of the Church of

!

Scotland, his own high and exemplary character, the dignified situations which he :

has filled, and his well-known zeal for the maintenance of the British constitution,

render the choice which your Royal Highness has made most acceptable to us, and

induce us, from esteem, as well as a sense of duty, to receive him with all the respect

and consideration due to the important office with which he is invested.

The assurance that your Royal Highness has not abandoned your wise and bene-

volent intention of affording aitl for the supply of adequate places of worship for the

religiously-disposed inhabitants of those parishes which, from their extent and popu-

lation, stand in need of such assistance, confirms our reliance on the affectionate in-

terest which vour Royal Highness takes in the prosperity of our Church ; and from

the fulfilment of that intention (which we trust will not be long delayed) we antici-

pate the happiest consequences to a large proportion of our fellow-subjects.

The increase in the number of crimes, to which your Royal Highness calls our at-

tention, has not by any means escaped our notice. We trust and pray that the pre-

valence of this evil may be of short duration, and that the measures which your

Royal Highness proposes to take for arresting its progress may be crowned, by Di-

vine Providence, with complete success. And we pledge ourselves to your Royal

Highness, that before we separate we shall adopt every means in our power to co-

operate with these measures.

We thankfully acknowledge the wisdom and watchfiil care of your Royal High-

ness, in exhorting us to that most sacred and important branch of our duty, which

consists in instructing the ignorant, and reclaiming the obdurate, especially when
suffering under the consequences of their crimes. Permit us to assure your Royal

Highness, that our best exertions as a body, and as individuals, shall not be wanting

to impress on every mind to which our influence extends the necessity of religious

principle as the foundation, and of respectful submission to the laws and institutions

of their country as the means, of personal and social happiness.

It affords us the most lively pleasure that your Ruyal Highness has been pleased

to recommend our continuing the watchful superintendence which we have been ac-

customed to exercise over the education of youth. The general diffusion of uscfiil

knowledge among the inferior orders of society has been long the pride and honour

of Scotland, and our experience of its beneficial effects determines us to employ every

means in our power to extend the benefits of instruction to all classes of persons under

our care ; and we rejoice in the prospect of these benefits being more generally ex-

tended, not only throughout the British Empire, but over the whole world.

We are animated in the discharge of these and all our other duties, by the repeated

assurance which your Royal Highness has condescended to give of your stedfast pur-

pose and determination to maintain inviolate the rights and privileges of our Esta-

blished Church. Attached by every principle of loyalty and feeling of gratitude to

the Royal House of Brunswick, we rely, in perfect security, on the protection and



1819. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 969

countenance of a Prince of that illustrious line, who, in exciting us to our duty, shows

that the faithful discharge of it is the surest recommendation to his flivour.

That the Father of Mercies may vouchsafe to bless his Majesty the King with that

Heavenly support and consolation which He alone can bestow ;—that He may watch

over the person, prolong the days, and bless the administration of your Royal High-

ness :—that you may behold the increasing prosperity of a loyal and affectionate

people, and be honoured as the instrument of Divine Providence lor their good ;—and
that, after long ruling in righteousness and judgment, you may receive the recom-

peace of a heavenly crown, are the prayers of.

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Duncan Macfarlane, Moderator.

IV.

Scss. 3, Mai/ 22, 1819.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

to his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders, met in

this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, embrace the opportunity, afforded

by the return of our annual meeting, of conveying to your Royal Highness the re-

newed assurances of our respect and affection to his Majesty's person and family.

While we deeply deplore his Majesty's long seclusion, by a severe and protracted

malady, from the personal exercise of the functions appropriate to that high station

which he constitutionally holds in the government of these realms, we offer to your

Royal Highness the expressions of our respectful condolence on the great loss which

your Royal Highness, the Royal Family, and the empire at large, have sustained in

the lamented death of her late Majesty the Queen, who continued to share the af-

fections of our beloved Sovereign, and to form the principal solace of his life for a

long series of years. The amiable manner in which she discharged the various con-

jugal and maternal duties rendered her Majesty's character a shining example to her

sex throughout the empire ; while her diffusive but unostentatious beneficence—

a

beneficence discovered to its full extent, chiefly by the regrets and tears of those who
had been accustomed to partake of it, cannot fail to give to the memory of our late

excellent Queen an endearing interest. That decided and conspicuous regard to

the interests of religion and virtue, manifested both by her example and support, not

onlv gave to the British Court a peculiar and dignified pre-eminence, but diffused

its salutary influence in a widely extended sphere. These recollections must render

it difficult to appreciate the full extent of the loss sustained bj' her INIajesty's death,

and will dispose the wise and good long to cherish her memory with affectionate ve-

neration. We are called, l)y this dispensation of Providence, to bow with submission

before the throne of the Almighty. It is our sincere and earnest prayer, that, in the

recollection and imitation of the various excellencies that adorned the character of

the late Queen, her illustrious descendants, and all ranks in the community, may ex-

press their respect for her memory, and find consolation under the irreparable loss

occasioned by her death.

That it may please Almighty God, the Father of ^Icrcies, to bless his Majesty,

and impart to him all that consolation and relief of which his condition is susceptible;

—that the King of Kings may vouchsafe to your Royal Highness every blessing, tem-

poral and spiritual, and render your administration effectual, according to your Royal

Highness's benevolent wishes, for promoting the virtue and happiness of your people,

6 G
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and the general prosperity of the empire;—that He niay distiiifriiish, by his favour, all

the members f^f the Royal Family;—aiul that the Crown of these realms may be

transmitted in a succession of Princes of your royal house to latest generations, are

the sincere and earnest prayers ot,

May it please your Royal Highness, his Majesty's most faithful, most

obedient, and most loyal subjects, the ^linisters and Elders met in

this General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Duncan Macfarlane, Moderator.

,1

V.

Sess. 4, May 24, 1819.

—

Act for the better Dispatching the Business of Assemblies

reprinted.

May 26, 1718.

The General Assembly, finding that their business is much retarded by parties

having references, appeals, and complaints, to lay before the Assembly, their not

giving them timeously into the Committee for Bills, and that, by such delays, the

Assembly is often necessarily obliged to commit several of their weighty affairs to their

Commission, which were more proper to be judged by themselves: Therefore, they

do hereby appoint and ordain all references, appeals, and complaints, that shall be

made in time coming to the General Assemblies of this Church, to be lodged in the

clerk's hands on or before the second or third days of the Assembly's meetings; that

thereby they may tiujeously have a full view of all their work, and may be able to

judge what things are of the greatest weight, and are necessary to be dispatched by
themselves, if they cantiot overtake the whole: With certification, that all appeals or

complaints, not lodged in the clerk's hands within the time foresaid, shall be held as

deserted and fallen from, and shall not thereafter be received ; unless, upon the first

opportunity, the parties concerned make it ap])ear to the Assembly that insuperable

difficulties did withhold them from lodging the same in manner above set down.

And the General Assembly enjoins the clerks of the several judicatures to transmit

to the clerk of Assembly, within the time foresaid, all references made by the re-

spective judicatures to the General Assembly.

Additional Actfor the Dispatch of Business of Assemblies.

May 24, 1819.

The General Assembly, considering that parties are often negligent in bringing

their causes in due time before the Assembly, by which the business of the Assem-

bly is unnecessarily delayed, appointed a conmiittee to take under their considera-

tion the Act, 1718, respecting the dispatch of business before the Assembl}' ; and to

consider what additional orders and regulations may be necessary to be made in

order to bring before the Assembly, on the first Saturday of their meeting, a view of

all the business which may afterwards come under their consideration, and to report.

The connuittee accordingly made the following report :
—" The committee report as

their opinion, that the Assembly ought to make such an order, for the dispatch of their

business, as will ensure to them the advantage of having the papers connected with

every private cause, on their table, at their meeting on the first Saturday of the As-

sembly ; and that, with a view to the accomplishment of this object, in the way least

inconvenient for all parties concerned, the first meeting of the Committee of Bills

ought to be held on the evening of the preceding Thursday ; a second meeting of

the same committee on the evening of Friday ; and a third on the morning of Satur-

day before the meeting of Assembly: And, farther, that all appeals, complaints, or

references, not presented to the Committee of Bills at or before their third meeting

on the morning of the first Saturday of the Aisjmbly, shall be held as deserted and
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fallen from." The General Assembly having considered the above report, unani-
mously approve thereof, and enact and enjoin in terms thereof. And the Assembly
direct their clerks to send printed copies of this enactment to all the Presbyteries of
the Church. And the Assembly farther direct and appoint, that this enactment
shall, in time coming, be read on the first day of the meeting of every future Assem-
bly, together with the Act, 1718, anent the dispatch of business, which they ap-
point to be printed in the Acts of this Assembly, along with this present Act, for the
greater conveniency.

Andrew Duncan, CL Heel. Scot.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1819.

—

Cnmmissimi of the General Assemhhj to certain Ministers

and Rilling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1819.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1819.— Order and Injunction of the General Assembly to the Pres-

byteries of the Church concerning the Examination of Schools.

The General Assembly called for the report of the Committee upon the Examina-
tion of Schools, which was produced and read as follows :

—" The Committee upon
the Returns from Presbyteries respecting the Examination of Schools report, that only
twenty-nine Presbyteries have sent up returns to the Assembly, viz.. Paisley, Dal-
keith, Irvine, Cupar, Forfar, Turriff, Biggar, Jedburgh, Chirnside, Peebles, Ellon,

Aberdeen, Penpont, Dunbar, Annan, Perth, ]3rechin, Haddington, Dunfermline,

Alford, Aberlour, Strathbogie, Lanark, St Andrews, Aberbrothock, Kirkaldy, Lin-
lithgow, Lochmaben, and Langholm.

" Most of these returns are in very general terms, and in several of them no other

information is given than that the schools of certain parishes, named in the return,

have been examined since last Assembly, or that reports have been given in to the

Presbytery by committees appointed to visit schools ; which reports have been sus-

tained. The returns made by certain Presbyteries, among which the committee

think it proper to particularise those of Irvine, Cupar, Forfar, Dalkeith, and Paisley,

are very full and minute, and exhibit a laudable attention on the part of those Pres-

byteries to the important duties belonging to them as superintendents of public edu-

cation within their bounds. Several Presbyteries state their experience of the great

and increasing advantages which result from the regular examination of schools, ac-

cording to the instructions of the General Assembly.—The committee would recom-

mend the renewal and re-transmission of the injunction of Assembly, 1799, to Pres-

byteries regarding the state of schools.

" The committee further suggest, that it might tend to draw the attention of Pres-

byteries more particularly to this important subject, and also to facilitate the making
up of Presbytcrial reports upon the ])olnts contained in the injunction above men-
tioned, were printed schedules, corresponding to the several subjects of inquiry, to be

prepared by a committee of Assembly, and transmitted to Presbyteries, to be filled

up by them in their future reports." The General Assembly approve of this report,

and enjoin the clerks to see that the recommendation of the Assembly upon this
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subject be inserted in the printed Acts of this Assembly. The schedule proposedm the above report having been prepared by the committee, the Assembly direct the
clerks to get printed a sufficient number of copies of the schedule, and transmitted to
the different Presbyteries of the Church. The Assembly enjoin all the Presbyteries
to make their reports of the examination of the schools within their bounds, con-
formably to the said schedule.

Follmvs the Injunction of the General Assembly, 1799.

The General Assembly enjoin all the Presbyteries of this Church to report to the
Assembly a list of all the schools within their bounds, specifying what is taught in
each school

; whether the schools be held on the Lord's Day, or on other days of
the week; in what way the schoolmasters are supported or maintained; whether
they act for themselves, or are employed by or under the direction of others ; what
number of scholars attend each school at the time of making the report; and, in ge-
neral, whatever else shall appear to the Presbytery of importance respecting the
schools within their bounds.

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

IX.

Sess. 9, Mmj 29, 1819.— Overture and Interim Act for the more effectual preventing

Simony.

(Re-transmitted.)

X.

Sess. ult., 3fay31, 1819.

—

Recomtnendation of the General Assembly to all the Ministers

of this Church to promote Subscriptions and Contributions for the Monumental
Church.

The General Assembly considering, that at a numerous meeting of noblemen and
gentlemen in this city, in the month of February last, it had been proposed, and
imanimously agreed to, that a general subscription should be opened for erecting a

monumental edifice, comprehending a church destined for the purposes of Divine

worship, in commemoration of the unparalleled victories with which the Great Dis-

poser of events had been pleased to crown the British arms, by sea and land, in the

late glorious and eventful war, in which the valour of Scotsmen was so conspicu-

ously displayed in every quarter of the globe ; and considering that this measure
appears to the General Assembly to be a most suitable and appropriate expression

of national gratitude to the Lord of Hosts, and, under Him, to our brethren in arms,

who had been the instruments in His hands of our national deliverance from impend-
ing dangers of incalculable extent: The General Assembly earnestly recommend to

all the parish ministers of this Church to give their countenance and aid to the mea-
sure, by promoting subscriptions and contributions for its accomplishment, within

their respective parishes ; and the General Assembly appoint and ordain that this

deliverance of the Assembly be printed, and copies thereof transmitted, without de-

lay, to every parish minister of the Church of Scotland.
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XI,

Sess. ult, May 31, 1819.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

.' The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th day of May 1820.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl Scot

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1820.

I.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1820.— The King's Commission to George Earl of Morton produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1820.

—

The Kin(fs most gracious Letter to the General Assendily,

presented to them by his Majesty^s Commissioner,

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, We greet you well-—-The numerous proofs which

your former meetings have afforded of their constant and unshaken adherence to the

succession of the crown of this realm in our family, and to the general interests of

the Protestant faith, and of the wisdom, prudence, and moderation which charac-

terize your National Church, have induced us most cheerfully to countenance with our

roval authority your approaching Assembly. And it is with the utmost sincerity

and good-will that we take this first opportunity of renewing to you, in our own per-

son, the assurance which we have heretofore given to you, in our vicarious character,

of our fixed purpose and unalterable resolution to continue to the Presbyterian Church

of Scotland, the same countenance and support which it has received from our royal

ancestors, and to maintain it in the full enjoyment of all its rights and privileges as

by law established. Not only the general tenor of the councils of your Church, but

the recent address of the Commission of the last General Assembly, inspire us with

the most entire confidence in your loyalty, and in your attachment to our person and

government; and we enjoy the most firm belief that you meet together with the best

disposition to co-operate, with all the means you can command, for the happiness of

our reign, and to further the true interests of the Church whose ministers you are.

In whatever may tend to those important and laudable ends, you may be assured of

our free and ready concurrence. On your part we are well persuaded that no pains

have been or will be spared to inculcate on your respective flocks the duty of subor-

dination to their temporal rulers, and the neces.sity of obedience to the lawful magi-

strates. Equally contrary to the ordinances of God, and to the laws of man, are the

treasonable attempts to subvert the happy constitution of our kingdom, by which

some parts of this favoured Island have been recently disgraced ; and we are convinced.
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that while we, through our civil magistrates, administer justice in mercy for the sup-

pression of these disorders, you will no less strive to counteract them, hy enforcing

their utter inconsistency with the precepts of tlie Gospel. Being well satisfied of the

loyalty, integrity, and zeal for our service of our right trusty and right well-beloved

cousin, George Earl of Morton, we have appointed him to represent our royal person

in this Assembly. You have already had experience of his ability for the discharge

of this important trust, and we are persuaded that the affection and concern for the

Church of Scotland which you have observed in him, cannot fail to render our choice

of him most acceptable to you. Not doubting that charity, brotherly love, and una-

nimity, will characterize your resolves, and will bring your proceedings to as happy a

conclusion as those of any former Assembly, we commend your deliberation to the

guidance of Almighty God, and so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 29th day of April 1820, in the first

year of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

SiDMOUTH.

Addressed thus—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of

Scotland,

III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1820.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your jNIajesty,

The gracious letter which your Majesty has been pleased to address lO this As-

sembly has been received by us with all due honour and respect.

Maintaining that unshaken adherence to the succession of the British Crown in

your Majesty's Illustrious House, and that regard to the interests of the Protestant

faith, which vour Majesty vouchsafes to approve in former Assemblies, we rejoice

that our meeting is countenanced by your royal authority. We receive, with entire

confidence and gratitude, the renewed assurance of your iSIajesty's fixed purpose and

unalterable resolution to continue to our National Church the same support with

which it hath been honoured by your royal ancestors, and to maintain it in the full

enjoyment of all its rights and privileges, as by law established. The paternal kind-

ness which our Church has already espcrienced from your Majesty, while admini-

sterinn- the government, in the name and on the behalf of your revered and beloved

father, is the surest pledge to ns of the advantages which we hope to enjoy under

your Majesty's reign,

I<or securing the happiness of that reign, and for furthering the true interests of

the Church whose ministers wc are, we shall eagerly avail ourselves of all the means

which we can command ; we shall inculcate on our fiocks the duty of subordination,

and of obedience to lawful magistrates, and shall anxiously and affectionately warn

them, how contrary alike to the laws of God and of man are those treasonable at-

tempts against our happy constitution, by which some parts of this favoured Island

have been recently disgraced. While your ^lajcsty, through the civil magistrates, ad-

ministers justice in mercy for the suppression of these disorders, it shall be our ear-

nest endeavour to counteract them, by enforcing their utter inconsistency with the

precepts of the Gospel.

The re-appointment of the Earl of jSIorton to represent your royal person in this

Assembly is rendered in( st acceptable to us, by the experience which we have had

of his ability for the discharge of that important trust, and of his affectionate concern

for the wtlfare of our Church. We humbly hope that the Lord High Commissioner
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ivill be able to make a favourable report to your M;ijesty of tlie spirit by whicli our

Jeliberations are guided.

We receive witli gratitude, and sb.ill emiiloy with fidelity and zeal, your Majesty's

royal donation of L.200U, for the promotion of religious knowledge in the Highlands

imd Islands of Scotland.

That Almighty God, by whom kings reign, may abundantly bless your Majesty,

that He may make your reign long and prosperous, and may, at the last, bestow upoa
your Majesty a crown of glory, are the prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most fliithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Thomas Macknigut, Moderator.

IV.

8ess. 3, May 20, 1820.

—

Address of the General Assembli/ of the Church of Scotland

to his Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

Wc, your Majesty's most faithful and affectionate subjects, the ministers and elders

met in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, while we participate cor-

dially in the expressions of duty and respect which have been tendered to your Ma-
jesty by the Commission of last Assembly, are eager to embrace this opportunity of

our first meeting, to offer our condolence to your Majest}' on the lametited death of

our late beloved Monarch,^to congratulate your Majesty on your auspicious accession

to the throne of your ancestors, and to express our attachment and loyalty to your

Majesty's person and government.

In reviewing the reign of our late venerable Sovereign, we delight to dwell on the

pre-eminent excellence of his character. Wc offer our fervent thanks to Heaven for

the manifold blessings which we enjoyed under his beneficent sway, and feel the re-

membrance of his virtues an additional tie of affection and duty to the Prince who
now inherits his throne.

In the solemn constitutional pledge which your Majesty has so early given of main-
taining our rights and privileges, and the assurance of your royal countenance and
protection to our Church, which your Majesty has been graciously pleased to renew
repeatedly to its representatives, we recognise the kind and paternal spirit of that

Illustrious House which has been so long the ornament and safeguard of our country,

and find encouragement to anticipate confidently every benefit which our National

Establishment can derive from the reign of a patriotic Monarch.
We sympathize deeply in the universal grief which has been excited by the death

of his Koyal Highness the late Duke of Kent, iniincdiately jireceding the demise of

his revered father ; and we beg leave to offer to your Majesty the tribute of our

heartfelt condolence on that mournful event. Our priiyer is, that, under every de])ri-

vation, your Majesty and all the Royal Family may be visited with the consolations

of Heaven, and supported by the assured hope of that blessed immortality, in which
separation and sorrow shall be unknown.
The scenes of tumult, disorder, and outrage, by which the commencement of your

Majesty's reign has been disturbed, have afflicted us with deep mortification and re-

gret. Those insidious arts which, by disseminating imjiiety, discontent, and treason,

have undermined the faith of the ignorant, aggravated the sufferings of the ])oor, and
disturbed the peace of society in various parts of the kingdom, are regarded by us

with unmixed abhorrence. We trust in the blessing of the Most High, on your

Majesty's wise and vigorous counsels for rei)ressing every instance of conspiracy, re-

bellion, and blasphemy, and guarding against their recurrence. We observe with

awe and affliction the working of that spirit of impiety and unbelief, which, spurning
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the authority of the Almighty, and denying tlie truths of the Gospel, has led to in-

suljordination, to the deliberate contrivance and perpetration of most atrocious crimes,

and to appalling obduracy of heart, even in the last moments of life. It is our con-

solation to be assured, that the spirit which we deplore is confined to a small portion

of the people of Scotland, and that the great body of those under our charge have

continued stedfast in their faith and loyalty ; and we pledge ourselves to your Ma-
jesty, that no exertion shall be wanting on our part to preserve and cherish in their

hearts piety towards God, submission to the laws, and attachment to the unrivalled

constitution under which they have the happiness to live.

That the God by whom kings reign, and in whose hand is the breath of all man-

kind, may confirm your Majesty's health and preserve your life ;—that He may esta-

blish your throne, and crown your measures with success ;—that He may scatter all

j'our foes, and baffle every attempt to disturb your government ;—and that, after long

blessing a free and happy people in your reign, He may at last exalt your Majesty

to an incorruptible crown, are the sincere and fervent prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most loyal, most dutiful, and

most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Thomas Macknight, Moderator.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1820.— Commission of the General Assemhly to certain Ministers and

Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

5tss. 9, May 27, 1820.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1820.

—

Report of the Committee appointed to class the Returnsfrom

Presbyteries of the Examination of Schools.

The Report of the Committee to class the Returns from Presbyteries of the Ex-

amination of vSchools was called for, and being produced, was read as follows :

—

"The Committee appointed to consider the Kclurns of Presbyteries, relative to the

Schools within their respective bounds, have to report to the General Assembly,

" \st, That the following Presbyteries have transmitted reports from the schedules

prepared by order of the last Assembly, viz., Abcrbrothock, Aberdeen, Uunbar, Dun-

fermline, Fordoun, Jedburgh, Kirkaldy, Lanark, Langholm, Lauder, Mcigle, Paisley,

St Andrews. And that the uniformity and fulness of the returns from these thirteen

Presbyteries is highly satisfactory.
•

i r
« 2rf, That returns in the same, or in some similar form, have been transmitted trom

the following Presbyteries, viz., Biggar, Dalkeith, Dundee, Dunoon, Dumbarton,

Ellon, Garioch, Forfar, Haddington, Irvine, Lorn, Penpont, Perth, Selkirk, Strath-

bof^ie. And that these fifteen reports being drawn up on the same or a similar plan



1820. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 977

with that of the printed schedule of last Assembly, are satisfactory, in respect of the
information which they present, though less uniform in size, and less easy for the
purpose of reference.

" 3d, That short reports, or notices of examination, have been transmitted from the
following Presbyteries, viz., Aberlour, Ayr, Brechin, Fordyce, Lochmaben, Peebles,

Turriff, stating generally on the backs of the commissions that the schools within
these Presbyteries were examined. These reports are, indeed, more or less satisfac-

tory, and some of them detail the names of the schools, the number of scholars, and
the branches taught ; others give only the names of the schools. One Presbytery
merely sends a note, stating that several of the schools have been visited.

" 4th, That the separate reports of the parishes have been transmitted by the Pres-
byteries of Abertarff and Stranraer, in place of the respective abstracts which ought
to have been prepared and sent up from these two Presbyteries ; but that, as parish

reports, most of these are carefully drawn up according to or near the general plan

;

though it is obvious that a committee of Assembly could not examine and do justice

to so many, if all the separate parishes were to report; and also, that it is of importance
for Presbyteries to examine them, and to make up their own returns to the Assembly.

" 5th, That except the above thirty-seven Presbyteries, all the others have omitted

to send up reports, or, if sent, they have not been delivered to the Assembly and their

committee, which, after all the orders on that subject sent out from year to year by
the Assembly, after the preparing of regular schedules for this purpose, and while the

great importance of regular examinations and returns is apparent to, and confessed

by every one in any degree acquainted with the subject, appears to furnish matter
equally of regret and surprise.

" Gth, That an extra column on the left of the printed schedules, to contain the

population of the respective parish, and the insertion of the Presbytery's designation

at the top, would be of use in case of any new impression of the schedules ; and that

for the purposes of uniformity and facility of reference, they should all be of the same
dimensions, or nearly so.

*• Lastly, The committee are perfectly satisfied, that not only will there be more
attention given to the important duties of examination of schools, in order to the con-
struction of the Assembly reports now required, froai one meeting of this Supreme
Court to another, but that, by means of these uniform returns, as soon as they are

generally iuade up and received, the most satisfactory means will be at the command
of the Assembly for constructing a national report on a subject of the highest interest

and consequence.
" The committee beg leave to report further, that as the continuance of the high

superintendence of this Court appears to have already produced very happy effects,

and the faithful attention of Presbyteries and ministers is essential to their continu-
ance ; and as it seems to be necessary for the success of these measures that a strict

inquiry be made into the nature and extent of the returns, it may contribute to ensure
correct returns, if the General Assembly shall be pleased to recommend and enjoin :

—

'' 1st, That every Presbytery of this Church give precise instructions to the re-

spective ministers to have schedules prepared for these returns, according to the form
approved and transmitted by the General Assembly, inserting the name of the parish

at the top, and the population, according to the last return thereof, in a column at

the left hand of the schedule : And that returns be made from every parish to the
respective Presbytery, on or before the day of election of their representatives to the
Assembly.

" 2d, That from these parish returns the Presbytery shall cause to be duly made
up and revised by themselves, a general return from the Presbytery, to comprehend
the substance of what is contained in the reports from parishes.

'' 3d, That every Presbytery of this Church take care to have such returns made
up and transmitted to the Agents for the Church on or before the first week of the
sitting of the General Assembly, to whom they will be answerable.

" ith. That these recommendations and injunctions be inserted in the printed Acts
of Assembly for this year, or communicated in any other way the Assembly may be
pleased to order ; and that authority be given for the purpose of transmitting a suf-

6 H
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ficient supply of printed schedules for the respective Presbyteries, on which, or ac-

cording to the forms of which, these returns niav be made.

(Signed) " William Singer.
" George Cook.
" James Haue."

The Assembly approve of this report, and of the additional recommendations which
the committee propose to be given by the Assembly upon this subject ; and, in pur-
suance thereof, the Assembly enjoin their clerks to see tliat the said recommendations
be inserted in the printed Acts of this Assembly ; together with a recommendation
that the Presbyteries be particularly careful to see that in all the schools within their

bounds the children be duly instructed in the principles of religion ; and that in the

schedule there be an additional column, to certify whether or not the teachers have
qualified to government.

VIII.

Sess. 9, Mai/ 27, 1820.

—

Report of the Committee on the Reference from the Presbytery

of Fordoun.

The committee of the General Assembly appointed to consider the reference from

the Presbytery of Fordoun, and the case of the vacant parish of Arbuthnot, humbly
report to this Assembly :

That many highly important interests are involved in this reference, and that it well

deserves the most serious consideration, that while the patronage of Arbuthnot, or any

other parish, continues during a vacancy to be the subject of litigation in civil courts,

and the parish remains without a settled minister, there must be many difficulties and
interruptions in the preaching of the Word, the administration of the sacraments, the

management and support of the poor, the inspection of schools, the visiting and ex-

amining the parishioners in general, and the administering of consolation to the af-

flicted and the dying ; besides the general neglect of the civil interests connected

with the parish and the cure of it, especially those which relate to the church, the

manse and offices, the school-houses, and the glebe : And as other cases of the same

description with that of the parish of Arbuthnot are known to exist, and Some have

already been of long continuance, it appears the more necessary to submit some

general and effective measures.

The committee, therefore, beg leave to suggest,

'[st, That the General Assembly authorise the Procurator and Agents for the Church

to look into the case of this parish of Arbuthnot, and into such other cases as may
exist at present, or occur hereafter, involving circumstances of protracted vacancy,

occasioned by litigation betwixt contending patrons ; that they watch over the pro-

gress of the respective processes, and endeavour to prevent improper or unnecessary

delays.

2dhi, That the Assembly recommend to the several Presbyteries within whose

bounds there is or may be a long vacancy in any parish, occasioned by contested claims

of patronage, to endeavour, as far as possible, to furnish regular supplies of preaching

at suitable intervals ; and for this purpose, to employ licentiates of this Church, ac-

cordintr as these Presbyteries may see proper and find convenient; to authorise the

several ministers in their bounds to administer the ordinance of baptism within the

vacant parish respectively, and to perform the other functions of an ordained mini-

ster therein, as the circumstances of the parish may require ; and in case the heritors,

elders, or parishioners, apply to the Presbytery for this purpose, that the Assembly

recommend to them to exercise their constitutional power in dispensing the Sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper within such vacant parish, at such times, and under such

arrangements, as the Presbytery shall find most proper.

'idfy, Tliat the Assembly authorise and recommend to the respective Presbytery,

in which any case of long vacancy of the above, or any other description may occur,

to take proper measures, as fur as they can, for securing an 1 preserving the civil
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interests of the vacant cure, especially in respect of the church, the manse and offices,

and the glebe, and for attending to the poor, and to the schools of the vacant parish.

Athly, That if this report meet the approbation of the General Assembly, it be in-

=;erted in the printed Acts, or communicated in such a manner as may appear most

proper for the information and satisfaction of all concerned.

William Singer, Convener.

(The Assembly approved of the above Report, and of the Suggestions subjoined to

it ; and they authorised and enjoined in terms of the said Report and Suggestions.)

—

Ed. 1843.

IX.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1820.— Overture and Interim Act for the more effectual Preventing

Simony.

(Re-transmitted.)

X.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1820.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held within

the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May 1821.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly,

Andrew Duncan, CI. JEccl. Scot.

Note In the Abridgment of the Assembly's Proceedings of this j'ear, the following notice appears of

a dbcussion which took place on the production of an Order of his Majesty in Council, respecting the public

offering of Prayers for the King and Royal Family :

—

" Upon a motion made and seconded, the Assembly called for the Order of his Majesty injCouncil, trans-

mitted by Government to the Moderator of the last General Assembly, and communicated by the said Mode-

rator to the members of the Church of Scotland, through the medium of the newspapers, respecting the

prayers to be publicly offered up for the King and Royal Family. Dr Macfarlaue accordingly laid before

the Assembly the said Order in Council, together with a letter which accompanied the said Order from the

Clerk of Council, which Order was read, together with the said letter. The deliberations of the As-

sembly upon this subject were opened by the following motion, viz. :
—

' That it be declared by the General

Assembly, that no civil authority can constitutionally prescribe either forms or heads of prayer to the mini-

sters and preachers of this Church ; and that the Orders in Council, which have been issued from time to

time, respecting prayers for the Royal Family, are inconsistent with the rights and privileges secured by

law to our Ecclesiastical Establishment ; but that as these Orders appear to have originated in mistake or

inadvertence, and not in any intention to interfere with our modes of worship, the General Assembly do not

consider it to be necessary to proceed farther in this matter at present. And the General Assembly em-

brace this opportunity of declaring the cordial and steady attachment of the Church of Scotland to their

most gracious Sovereign, and to all the Royal Family ; and of farther expressing their unqualified confidence,

that, actuated by the same principles of loyalty and religion which have hitherto guided them, her ministers

and preachers will never cease to offer up, alung with their people, their fervent supplications to Almighty

God, in behalf of a family to whom, under Providence, we are indebted for so many distinguished blessings,

both sacred and civil.' In the course of the debate, another motion was made and seconded, ' That whereas

the independence of the Church of Scotland, in all matters of faith, worship, and discipline, is fully esta-

blished by law, the General Assembly finds it unnecessary and inexpedient to adopt any declaration, with re-

gard to the late or any former Orders in Council, relative to prayers for his Jlajesty and the Royal Family.'

And the vote being called for, it was agreed the state of the vote should be First or Second Motion ; and the

roll being called, and votes marked, it carried, by a great majority. Second Jlotion. And, therefore, the

General Assembly did, and hereby do, adopt the said second motion as the judgment of the House. Against

which judgment several members dissented."

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, I82L

I.

Sess. 1, Mai/ 17, 1821.— TheKimjs Commission to Geor(je Earl of Morton producedy

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1821.— T/ie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner. ,

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1821.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your ]\Iajcsty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1821.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

to his Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign, .

We, your Majesty's dutiful and affectionate subjects, the ministers and elders met

in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, eagerly embrace this oppor-

tunity of approaching the throne, to renew the assurance of our cordial attachment

and unshaken fidelity to your Majesty's person and government.

In common with all the well-disposed and loyal parts of your Majesty's subjects

tliroughout the realm, we have beheld with sentiments of the deepest concern and

unfeigned abhorrence, the criminal attempts to undermine the religious principles of

the people, and to create a spirit of disaffection and hostility to our invaluable insti-

tutions, sacred and civil, so frequently made by unprincipled men, taking advantage

of the temporary distresses of the public, and abusing the liberty of the press, by

the circulation of tlie most pernicious writings; but we rejoice in the mercy of Pro-

vidence, that indications everywhere appear of returning prosperity in the manu-
factures and commerce of the country ; and it affords us no ordinary degree of

satisfaction, that the restless spirit to which we allude, so eager to catch at every

passing event, as the means of exciting agitation, has already received what, we ear-

nestly hope, will prove an effectual and lasting check.

With reference to this, we are happy again to bear our testimony to the steady

faith and unshaken loyalty of the great body of your Majesty's subjects in this part

of the United Kingdom. Even in districts where the worst symptoms of disaffection

and disorder had been manifested, so great is the change which has taken place,

that it is with the most heartfelt satisfaction we can now congratulate your Majesty

on the evident return, in the minds of the people, to sounder principle and better
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eeling, and even a sense of the grievous delusions under which they had laboured,

A.nd, deploring the infatuation of those who have endeavoured so nefariously to create

disrespect for the constituted authorities of the land, we solemnly pledge ourselves

to your Majesty, that we will exert, with zeal and diligence, all the means in our

power to counteract the progress of those principles of iufitlelity and irreligion, which
tend to incite to the perpetration of the most atrocious crimes, amidst confusion and
every evil work, and which, indeed, are so intimately connected with disloyalty, in-

subordination, and licentiousness, in all their forms. We will earnestly strive to cherish

and maintain among the ])cople under our pastoral charge a due spirit of veneration

and love for that system of religion and government, of whose inestimable advan-

tages we have had so long, not only the personal, but the recorded experience, which
has been matured by the wisdom of ages, and which challenges the admiration of the

world.

We could not fail to contemplate with much interest those occurrences on the

Continent, which lately threatened the ])eacc of Europe. It is fortunate for this

island, that no intention exists on the part of its Sovereign to interpose in the dis-

sensions of Foreign States, except in cases of urgent necessity. As servants of the

Prince of Peace, we trust that the same pacific maxims will ever actuate the execu-

tive councils of the nation.

Remembering, with the liveliest sentiments of gratitude, the paternal regard to

the National Establishment of which we are members, uniformly evinced by your

Majesty's Illustrious Predecessor, who, during a long and eventful life, approved him-
self a patriot King and a true Christian, the Father of his people, and the great pillar

of the Constitution in Church and State, we feel it truly gratifying to see your Ma-
jesty, in the exercise of your high constitutional functions, following the example of

a Sovereign, whose memory will never be recalled without admiration and delight,

while the noblest qualities of human nature are esteemed and respected amongst
men. Under the government of a Monarch animated by the same paternal feelings,

and ruling by principles so truly laudable and patriotic as those of your Majesty, we
fondly anticipate the perpetuity of the honour, the glory, and the prosperity of the

British empire. We are inspired with the firmest confidence in the permanent security

of our rights and liberties, sacred and civil. We trust in the strength of the Most
High, that no event ^ill occur to endanger the existence or privileges of that Church
which was established by the zeal, energy, and blood of our fathers, and which, we
hope, will, under God, continue to form the consolation and blessing of future genera-

tions in this land, through many succeeding ages.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may bless your Majesty,

direct your councils, and establish your throne in righteousness and peace ; that your
Majesty may be the instrument of Divine Providence to maintain inviolate our
glorious and happy constitution of govei'nment ; that, after a long and prosperous

reign over a free, a loyal, and a happy people, your Majesty may be exalted to a
crown that endureth for ever ; and that the descendants of your Illustrious House,
which has so long been the ornament and blessing of these kingdoms, may continue

to sway the British sceptre till the latest posterity, are the sincere and fervent

prayers of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most loyal,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Duncan Mearns, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 9, ilia?/ 26, 1821.— Commission ofthe General Assemhhi to certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VL

Sess. 9, May 26, 182 L

—

Commission to some Ministers and Rulinr/ Eldersfor ilie Re-

formation of the Hiffhlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIL

Sess. 9, May 26, 1821.

—

Overture and Interim Act for the more effectual Preventing

Simony.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIIL

Sess. ult., May 28, 1821 Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 16th day of May
1822.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly,

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

The General Assembly, &c.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 16, 1822.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1822.— The Kinfs Commission to George Earl of Morton produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

II.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1822 T/ie King's 7nost gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well.—>The great advantages which

the Church of Scotland has derived from the wisdom of your annual deliberations,

cannot but render the period of your meeting one of peculiar interest and satisfaction

to us ; and we are convinced that the result of your approaching labours will not be

less conducive to the maintenance and extension of the pure principles of the Gospel,

and consequently to the real happiness of our people, than upon any former occasion.

We have again thought fit to appoint our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin,

George Earl of Morton, to be our Commissioner, and the Representative of our Royal
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Person in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, being well assured that

his merits will continue to recommend him to your confidence, and that you will pay
him that reverence and respectful attention which are due to his high office. We

', have charged him to assure you of the continuance of that favour and protection which
( you have ever received from us, and of our stedfast purpose and resolution to pre-
t serve inviolably the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, as well as the

i religious and civil liberties of all classes and descriptions of our subjects.
' Well-beloved, you cannot fail to have witnessed, with deep concern, the wicked and
persevering efforts which have recently been made to subvert the religious faith of our
people, especially in the humbler and more numerous classes of society, by means of
publications replete with scepticism and blasphemy. It will require the most active

exertions of every friend of religion, of every lover of his country, and, above all, of

the ministers of the Gospel, to combat and counteract so great and alarming an evil.

We are assured that you will spare neither pains nor diligence in the religious in-

struction of that portion of our subjects, whose spiritual welfare is committed to your
charge, by enforcing upon them the full extent of their duty, both to God and man.
You will teach them the true value of the blessings they enjoy under our happy and
envied constitution, and that these blessings can only be preserved by a firm and
zealous attachment to that constitution, and a ready obedience to, and support of, the

laws and ordinances of the Slate.

In all your exertions to promote the great cause of religion, you may rely on our
zealous co-operation and support, and we are satisfied that your proceedings will now,
as upon all former occasions, be characterized by temper and calmness, and that you
will be actuated by a spirit of loyalty and attachment to us, of love for your country,

and zeal for the service of Almighty God; and so, commending your deliberations to

His Divine guidance, we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 8th day of May 1822, in the third year
of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Rob. Peel.

III.

Sess. 3, May 18, 1822.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The very gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour this

General Assembly of our National Church has been received by us with the most
profound respect and gratitude.

We receive, with heartfelt satisfaction, the assurance which your Majesty has been
pleased to express, that the great advant«ges which the Church of Scotland has de-

rived from the wisdom of our annual deliberations, renders the period of our meeting

one of peculiar interest and satisfaction to your Majesty ; and it shall be our study

that the result of our approaching labours may not prove less conducive to the main-
tenance and extension of the pure principles of the Gospel, and consequently to the

real happiness of your Majesty's people, than upon any former occasion.

The appointment of the Right Honourable the Earl of Morton to be your Majesty's

Commissioner, and the Representative of your royal person in our General Assembly,

we regard as a new proof of your Majesty's favour, the experience we have had on
former occasions of his meritorious services having secured to him our fullest confi-

dence ; and your Majesty may be assured, that we shall gratefully pay to him that

reverence and respectful attention which are due to his higii office. We have received

from him, with the highest satisfaction and gratitude, the assurance of your Majesty's

favour and protection, and of your stedfast purpose and resolution to preserve in-
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violably the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, as well as the religious

and civil liberties of all classes and descriptions of your Majesty's subjects.

We have witnessed, with' deep concern, the wicked and persevering efforts which,

in certain parts of the kingdom, have recently been made to subvert the religious faith

of your Majesty's people, especially in the humbler and more numerous classes of

society, by means of publications replete with scepticism and blasphemy. We are

sensible that it will require the most active exertions of every friend of religion, of

every lover of his country, and, above all, of the ministers of the Gospel, who are

specially called upon to exert themselves in such a cause, to combat and counteract

so great and alarming an evil. Your Majesty may be assured that we will spare

neither pains nor diligence in the religious instructions of that portion of our fellow-

subjects, whose spiritual welfare is committed to our charge, by enforcing upon them
the full extent of their duty, both to God and man. We will not fail to teach them
the true value of the blessings they enjoy under our happy and envied constitution,

and that these blessings can only be preserved by a firm and zealous attachment to

that constitution, and a ready obedience to, and support of, the laws and ordinances

of the State.

While it is our earnest desire that our proceedings may now, as on former occa-

sions, be found characterized by temper and calmness, and dictated by a spirit of

loyalty and attachment to your Majesty's person, of love for our country, and zeal for

the service of Almighty God ; we rejoice in the assurance communicated to us, that

we may rely on your Majesty's zealous co-operation and support in all our exertions

to promote the great cause of religion.

We receive, with sincere gratitude, your Majesty's donation of L.2000, for pro-

moting religious knowledge in the Htglilands and Island of Scotland ; and we shall

endeavour to apply this mark of your royal munificence in the manner best calcu-

lated for promoting the pious purpose for which it is bestowed.

That Almighty God may bless your Majesty, and all the members of the Royal
Family ; that He may guide and prosper all the measures of your Majesty's govern-

ment ; and that He may maintain, to latest ages, the national blessings we enjoy, are

the earnest prayers of^

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithfid, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this National
Assembly of the Clnn-ch of Scotland.

Signed in our name^ in our presence, and at our appointment, by

D. Lamont, Moderator,

IV.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1822.— Onnmhs'wn of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruliny Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. 9, May 25, 1822.— Commis.vion to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty s Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1822.

—

Act apjtointing the Diet of the next General Assembli/.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
vfithin the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May
182t3.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly.

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1823.

I.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1823.— Tfie King's Commission to George Earl of Morton produced,

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1823.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1823.— Tlie General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1823.

—

Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

to his Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, the ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland met in the General As-
sembly, beg leave to approach your Majesty with the strongest assurances of loyalty

and attachment to your Majesty's person and government.

We regard, with sentiments of peculiar joy, that paternal affection which induced

your Majesty, in the course of the last year, to visit your Scottish dominions ; and we
cordially unite in expressing our warmest gratitude for the very gracious and auspi-

cious countenance which your Majesty was then pleased to give to both the civil and
religious institutions in this part of the United Kingdom.

We have been highly gratified with the gracious and condescending terms in which
6 I
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your Majesty, at the opening of Parliament, was pleased to express the satisfaction

which your Majesty had derived from your visit to Scotland.

We gladly avairourselves of this opportunity to assure your Majesty, that that

visit has, in a li'gh dc!2;ree, strengthened and confirmed the principles of loyalty and

attachment to your jNlajesty ; and we arc confident that, by the blessing of God, it

will have a happy and permanent effect on all classes of your Majesty's subjects in

this part of the British empire.

That your Majesty may long reign over a pious, free, loyal, and happy people,

and may at length wear a crown of glory that tadcth not away, are the sincere and

fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most loyal, dutiful, and de-

voted subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this National Assembly

of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Alexander Brunton, Moderator.

Sess. 4, 3fai/ 26, 1823.

—

Address of the General Assembly to his Majesty, on the '

Abolition of Negro Slavery in the West Indies.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of

the Church of Scotland, beg leave to embrace the opportunity which our meeting in

the General Assembly affords us, of approaching your Majesty's throne, for the pur-

pose of expressing the lively satisfaction with which we have observed the recent

resolutions on the subject of Negro Slavery in the West Indies, unanimously adopted

by the Honourable the Commons House of Parliament, upon the proposition of a

member of your Majesty's government ; and the pledge which has been publicly

given, that decisive measures shall be taken for ameliorating the condition of the

slave population in the colonies, so as to prepare them, at as early a period as is

consistent with the interests of all parties, for a full participation in those civil

rights and religious privileges which are enjoyed by every other class of British

subjects.

As an Assembly of Christian ministers and elders, we cannot but lament the un-
favourable circumstances in which this large and interesting portion of our fellow-

subjects has so long been placed, in regard to the means of that moral and religious

instruction, which we consider as the most effectual instrument, under the coun-

tenance of an Almighty and overruling Providence, for qualifying them to partici-

pate in the inestimable blessings of freedom.

But we contemplate with delight the prospect which has now arisen, that these dis-

advantages shall, with the least possible delay, be removed. And we would humbly
express to your Majesty the confidence with which we look forward through a deter,

mined and vigorous, but, at the same time, temperate and judicious execution of the

measures of your Majesty's government, to the final fulfilment of our hopes upon a

subject which we must always regard with the greatest interest.

We cannot refrain from availing ourselves of the present occasion of renewing to

your ]\[ajesty the expressions of our heartfelt gratilude for the continued exertions

which have been made by your Majesty's government to accomplish the universal

extinction of the African Slave I'rade.

That your Majesty's disinterested efforts may speedily be crowned with success,

in wiping out for ever this deepest stain on European humanity, are the fervent

prayers of,
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May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,
and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the Ge-
neral Assembly of the National Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment, by

Alexander Brunton, Moderator.

VI.

6bss. 9, May 31, 1823.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1823.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Refor-
mation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1823.— Ooertures as to the Course of Study to be jnasued by

Students of Divinity.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee upon the course of

study to be pursued by Students in Divinity, which was produced and read. The
Assembly, without a vote, agree to transmit the Overtures contained in said report

to the different Presbyteries of the Church.*

IX.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1823.

—

Abstract Report of the Committee on the Examination of
Schools.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee upon the Examina-
tion of Schools, which was made by Dr Singer, convener of the coniniittce. The
Assembly approve of this report, and appoint an abstract thereof to be inserted in the

printed Acts of Assembly.

ABSTRACT.

I. Full and satisfactory reports in the tabular form prescribed by the Assembly
have been received from the following twenty-eight Presbyteries :—Aberbrothock,

Aberdeen, Abernethy, Aberdour, Alford, Brechin, Cupar, Dalkeith, Dunfermline,

Dumbarton, Dundee, Elgin, Fordyce, Garioch, Haddington, Irvine, Kincardine-

O'Neil, Kirkaldj', Kirkcudbright, Lanark, Lewis, Liniiihgovv, Lochmaben, Penpont,

Selkirk, Stranraer, St Andrews, and Uist.

II. Short and imperfect notifications, not according to form, have been received

from the seven Presbyteries of Chinisidc, Hamilton, Jedburgh, Peebles, Strathbogie,

Turriff, and Paisley.

* The first of these Overtures was enacted id 1826, and the second in 1827. See Act 8th, 1826, and

Act 7th, 1827 Ed. 1843.
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III. All the other Preshytcrics have omitted to send reports ; and though the

committee do not suppose tliat these Presbyteries have neglected the visiting and
examining the schools, the committee are of opinion that they ought to he remind-

ed of the duty of making up and sending in their annual reports, according to the

established form.

The result of the returns of this year shows, that the increasing number of scho-

lars in the several Presbyteries of this Church appear to derive more and more
benefit from the regular superintendence of the General Assemblies.

The committee observe with regret, in returns of several Presbyteries, some par-

ticular schools are less efficient than others ; that various teachers have not quali-

fied, by taking the Oaths of Allegiance, and signing the Formula ; that in the parishes

of Paisley, Greenock, Port-Glasgow, and Renfrew, there are no parochial schools,

though all these are landward parishes, Port-Glasgow excepted.

The attention of Presbyteries ought to be directed to these points :—To the im- i

provemcnt of those schools which are not so efficient as they ought to be ; to ob-

liging all the teachers to quality, by taking the Oath of Allegiance before a magi-

strate, and all who belong to this Church, by signing the proper Formula ; and in

those parishes where schools are still wanting, to make application for their establish-

ment under the Act, 1803, in so far as these parishes are landward, and come under "'

the provisions of that statute.

The committee arc particularly sorry to learn, that in the school of New Lanark
maintained by Mr Owen, the reading of the Scriptures was prohibited by that gentle-

man, and also the use of the Catechisms of the Church ; that although the Scriptures
,

are now allowed to be read there, it is under the restriction of this being done only

two hours a-week; and that the prohibition remains as to the Catechisms. On this

subject, the committee beg leave to submit two minutes of the Presbytery of Lanark,

from which it appears that the very commendable and constitutional exertions of
|

that Presbytery to introduce the Scriptures without restriction, and the Catechisms
of this Church, for the moral and religious improvement of the children at that

school, have not yet been attended with the desired success.

The committee have only to submit farther on this important subject, that the

prudent and constitutional exertions of the Presbytery of lanark ought to be highly

approved of; and that it be recommended to continue their exertions, and to report to

next Assembly.

X.

Sess. nit., June 2, 1823.— Opminn of the late Lord President Blair, as to the Pro-

fanation of the Sdlbath.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee upon the Profa-

nation of the Lord's Day, which was made by Mr Dickson, convener of the com-
mittee. The Assembly approve of this report, and appoint tbe opinion of the late

President Blair upon this subject to be inserted in the printed Acts of Assem-
bly.*

XL
Sens, idt., June 2, 1823.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th day of May
1824.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly.

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

• The opinion of President Blair, with the Acts of Parliament to which he refers, -will be found in the

" Admonition and Information respecting the Profanation' of the Lords Day," issued in 1794, and which

is printed in the Appendix to the present edition.

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRIXCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1824.

I.

Sess. \, May 20, 1824.— 7'Ae Kimjs Commission to George Earl of Morton produced^

and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May '20, 1824.— The Kinijs most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to them by his Majsstys Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

III.

ISess. 3, May 22, 1824.

—

-The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1824.— Commission of the General Assembhj to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1824.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 7, May 27, 1824.— Overtures as to the Course of Study to he pursued by

Students of Divinity.*

(Re-transmitted.)

' It is noticed in the Proceedings that there was much reasoning on the re-transmission of this Overture,

but eventually the motion was carried by a great majority. Ed. 1843.
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VII.

Sess. ult, May 31, 1824.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of May 1825.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly.

David Ritchie, CI. Eccl Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1825.

L

Sess. 1, 3Jay 19, 1825.— T/ie King''s Commission to James Oclwncar Lord Forbes
produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

I

II.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1825.— The King's most gracioiis Letter to the General Assembly,
presented to th<;vi by his Majesty s Commissioner.

George, R.

Right Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well.—The constant proofs we
have annually received of your affectionate loyalty to our person and government,
and of your unremitting zeal in the great cause of religion, produce in our mind the

most entire confidence that you will persevere in the same cause of piety and loyalty;

and it is, therefore, with imqualified satisfaction, that we now renew to you the assur-

ances of our unalterable determination to uphold the Presbyterian Church of Scotland

in the full enjoyment of all its rights and privileges, and to countenance the General
«

Note.—The following is the notice in the Abridgment of this year's Proceedings of the Overtures rc-

Fpecting the Propagation of the Gospel Abroad, and relative to the State of Religious Instruction and Edu-
cation in Scotland, and in the adoption of which the India Mission and Education Schemes oiiginated :—

" Sess. 7, Thursday, May 27, 1824.

" The Assembly proceeded to take up the Overtures relative to the Propagation of the Gospel

among the Heathen, and also the memorial and petition of the Rev. Dr Bryce, first minister of the Pres-

byterian Church in Calcutta, on the same subject. After mature deliberation, the following motion was
made, seconded, and unanimously and cordially agreed to: * 'I hat the Assembly approve of the general

purpose and object of these overtures ; appoint a committee to devise and report to the next Assembly
a specific plan for the accomplishment of that object, and reserve for the consideration of the ne.\t As-

sembly the means of providing the recpiLsite funds, by appointing an extraordinary collection at all the

Parish Churches and Chapels of Ease throughout Scotland, as well as by opening a general subscription

for the accomplishing this pious and benevolent object.*

" The Assembly then proceeded to take up the Overture relative to the State of Religious Instruction,

and of Education in the Highlands and Islands, and in the great towns in Scotland. After hearing the

wants of the inhabitants of the Highlands and Islands, and their claims upon the public most ably and
feelingly stated, the General Assembly most cordially gave their approbation to the object proposed in

these overtures, and unanimously agreed that a committee be appointed to inciuire, and to report to next

Assembly, as to an advisable plan for the Church to adopt for increasing the means of education and of

religious instruction throughout Scotland in general, where it may be needed, but particularly in the

Highlands and Islands, and in large and populous cities and towns ; and that the committee be instructed,

after collecting and digesting the relative facts, to take what proper and prudent measures may be in their

power to 'learn, for the information and direction of the ensuing Assembly, what degree of co-opera-

t'on may reasonably be expected from Tieritors and others in the different districts of the country ; and

whether, also, and in what manner, Government may be disposed to give public tud for carrying into

effect the important measure in contemplation."

—

Ed. 1843.
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Assemblies of that Church with the same favour and authority which they have en-
joyed from us and our royal ancestors. We are convinced that you will bring with
you to this present Assembly an ardent and sincere desire for the advancement of

true religion and pure morality, and will direct all your counsels to the general good
of that part of our empire which is committed to your pastoral care ; and we are

satisfied that your zeal for these laudable purposes will be tempered with the candour
and moderation calculated to ensure the success of your endeavours, towards which
end you may rely on our firm and hearty co-operation.

Having understood that in some parts of Scotland there is great deficiency of ac-

commodation for our good and religiously-disposed subjects, we shall recommend that

subject to the early attention of our Parliament, nothing doubting that, by their de-
liberative wisdom, a remedy will be provided for so serious an evil.

Having experienced in other branches of our service the fidelity, firmness, and
prudence of our right trusty and well-beloved James Ochoncar Lord Forbes, and
being well ass\ired of his zealous attachment to the Church of Scotland, we have se-

lected him to be our Commissioner, and to represent our Royal Person in this Assem-
bly ; and we are persuaded that this choice will be acceptable to you.

We earnestly recommend you, well-beloved, to the care of Divine Providence, and
heartily bid you farewell.

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the 2d day of May 1825, in the sixth year
of our reign.

By his Majesty's Command,

Rob. Peel.

HI.

Seas. 3, Mai/ 21, 1825.— The General Assembli/s Anstcer to the King's most gracious
Letter

.

May it please your Majesty,

The letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour us we have re-

ceived as a mark of royal condescension and good-will, which demands the strongest

expressions of respectful and grateful attachment from this General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland.

We are deeply sensible of the invaluable advantages which we enjoy under your
Majesty's government, and we earnestly pray that our future conduct may be so

directed by the wisdom which is from above, as to justify the entire confidence which
your Majesty has hitherto reposed in our affectionate loyalty to your person and go-
vernment, and our unremitting zeal in the great cause of religion, as the tie which
connects the interests of time with the hopes of eternity, and as yielding at once the

best security for the honour and stability of the throne, and the good order and hap-
piness of the people.

We return our warmest thanks for the renewed assurances of your Majesty's un-
alterable determination to uphold the Church of Scotland in the full enjoyment of all

its rights and privileges ; and we venture to hope that we shall never forfeit the

claims which our predecessors have established to the favour and authority with which
the General Assemblies of this Church have been countenanced by your Majesty
and your Royal Ancestors.

In humble dependence on the aid of Divine grace to guide us in judgment, and to

bestow on us the spirit of meekness and brotherly love, we are fully resolved to avail

ourselves of your Majesty's paternal admonition, conveyed in terms so encouraging,

bv bringing with us to this present Assembly an ardent and sincere desire for the

advancement of true religion and pure morality, and by tempering our zeal with can-

dour and moderation ; thus feeling ourselves warranted to rely on your Majesty's

firm and hearty co-operation, in promoting the success of the counsels and endeavours
which it shall be om- invariable object to direct to the general good of that portion of

the empire which is committed to our pastoral care.

We rejoice in the intelligence of your Majesty's pious resolution to recommend to
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the early attention of Parliament the great deficiency of accommodation felt by your

Majesty's religiously disposed subjects in some parts of Scotland ; and it is our fervent

prayer, that the deliberative wisdom of the legislature may speedily provide an effec-

tual remedy for so serious an evil, which, in common with your Majesty, we have

long deplored.

The appointment of the Right Honourable Lord Forbes to represent your Royal

Person in this General Assembly is received by us as a distinguished proof of your

Majesty's regard for the honour and interest of this National Church. The fidelity,

firmness, and prudence which he has disjilayed in other parts of your Majesty's ser-

vice, as well as the private worth and amiable qualities which endear him to his coun-

trymen, well entitle him to a most cordial and respectful welcome from us.

We receive with much gratitude the royal donation of L.2000, for propagating the

Christian religion in the llighlands and Islands of Scotland, and we shall study to

apply with strict fidelity the sum which has thus been confided to our management.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect your Ma-
jesty's person and guide your counsels, and that, after a long and happy reign on

earth, you may inherit a kingdom which cannot be moved, is the earnest prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most loyal,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Eiders of this (je-

neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

George Cook, Moderator,

IV.

Sess. 9, May 28, 1825.—'Co/ww^Won of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Riding Eldersfor discussiuy Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. lilt., May 30, 1825.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Jliyhlaiuh and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty s Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VL

Sess. ult., May 30, 1825.

—

Overtures as to the Course ofStudy to be pursued by Students

of Divinity.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIL

Sess. ult.y May 30, 1825.

—

Report as to Schools.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee anent the Returns

upon the subject of the Examination of Schools, which was made by Dr Singer, the

convener.

The Assembly direct their clerks to liave this report inserted in the printed Acts

of the Assembly.

At Edinburgh, 2Sth May 1825.

The Committee of the General Assembly, on the Returns of Presbyteries relative to

the regular Examination and State of the Schools, have to report,

—

That re 'ular printed or written forms, duly filled up in the prescribed order, have

been sent in from the following Presbyteries, viz.

—
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Aberdeen,
Aberbrothock,

Abernethj,
Alford,

5 Aberlour,

Annan,
Ayr,
Brechin,

Cupar,

10 Dumbarton,
Dundee,

Dunfermline,
Elgin,

Forfar,

15 Haddington,
Jedbm'gh,

Irvine,

Kincardine- O'Neil,
Kirkcaldy,

20 Lanark,
Lauder,

Lewis,

Lochmaben,
Meigle,

25 Paisley,

Peebles,

Penpont,
Perth,

St Andrews,

30 Selkirk,

Stranraer,

Tongue.

nz..

These returns being only 32, in due order and regular form.

But that parochial, in place of Presbyterial statements, have been sent in as follows,

from 11 parishes in the Presbytery of Dumfries ; from the several parishes in the
Presbytery of Dalkeith ; from 11 parishes in the Presbytery of Edinburgh ; and from
6 parishes of the Presbytery of Chirnside ; and that short notifications of examinations
of the schools, and of the satisfaction which was derived from the performance of this

duty, have been put in from the Presbyteries of Hamilton, Fordoun, Linlithgow, and
Strathbogic ; the returns in all being sent in from 40 Presbyteries.

That no report whatever appears for last year from any of the remaining 38 Pres-
byteries of this Church; and that several of these have neglected to make returns in

the prescribed form for more than one year, and some of them for many years ; so

that a full view of the schools in their respective bounds cannot be obtained until the
orders of the Assembly be more generally observed, or more effectually enforced, ac-

cording to the prescribed form ; and returns made from every Presbytery, embracing
all the parishes in one view.

That, besides the stimulus which the regular annual reports must give to the seve-

ral Presbyteries in the discharge of a most important duty, it must be useful also as a
stimulus to the several teachers, to know that such reports are made, and satisfactory

tu the Assembly and to the public, that they are obtained and preserved.

The committee feel it their duty to report, that some of the teachers have not yet
qualified, by taking the Oath of Allegiance, and subscribing the proper Formula of the

Church, dated in 1694; and that it may be proper to ordain a greater and more
exact attention to the orders of the x\ssembly, that the teachers may qualify, and may
be so reported.

Also, that no parish school appears to have been established in the parish of Lochs
and Presbytery of Lewis, and that an explanation of the reason of this ought to be

required, and measures taken for erecting one in that parish, and in ever}' other where
a parish school is wanting.

That some of the returns from Presbyteries contain very full and satisfactory state-

ments, not only of the schools and number of scholars, but that a column has been
.idded for the population, as formerly recommended by the Assembly ; which it is

evidently proper to possess, in order to an easy comparison, and which has been done
in the very perfect reports from Aberdeen and Aberbrothock ; and that the numbers
of schools, of the scholars attending them, and of the population, should be in sepa-

rate columns, each to be summed up ; the designation of the Presbytery to be at the

top of the return, and the attestation not to be omitted.

That full and accurate returns from Presbyteries, relative to schools, are now more
than ever important, with a view to facilitate the great objects of the Assembly's Stand-

ing Committee for increasing the means of education ; and that, in so far as the re-

ports of last year extend, they furnish continued evidence of the incalculable value of

the regular and accurate inspection of Presbyteries, under the high authority of the

General Assembly of this Church.
Wm. Singer, Cojivener.

6 K
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VIII.

Sess. uU., May 30, 1825.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held
within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th day of May
1826.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly.

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 182C.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1826

—

Tlie King's Commission to James Ochonear Lord Forbes

produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

Note.—There were laid on the table of the Assembly of 1825 numerous Overtures respecting the Union
of Offices. The following is the notice of this subject given in the Abridgment :

—

" Sess. 6, May 25, 1825.

" The Assembly called for the Overtures respecting the Union of Offices in the Church, which were
produced and laid on the table. The Overtures from the Synods of Glasgow and Ayr, the Synod of Angus
and Meams, the Synod of Fife, and the Presbytery of Glasgow, were read. 1 he Assembly dispensed with

the reading of the other Overtures upon this subject. After long reasoning, it was moved and seconded,

That a committee be appointed to prepare an Overture, to be converted into an Interim Act, anent the

Union of Offices, which shall be transmitted to Presbyteries, and by which the holding of a Principality or a '

Professorship in a University, now incompatible, by the Act of Assembly, 1817, with the holdinir of a paro.

chial charge in the country, shall be farther declared incompatible with the holding of a parochial charge,

or the charge of a Chapel of Ease, in the city that is the seat of that University, or in the suburbs thereof;

but, in respect that it appears that certain of the offices of Pr'neipals and Professors of Divinity, Church
History, and Oriental Languages, are not at present adequately provided, it is hereby declared, that until

it shall appear to the General Assembly that such adequate provision has been secured, the operation of

the said Act and Overture shall be suspended in regard to the office s of Principals and Professors of Divi-

nity. Church History, and Oriental Languages, in any of the said Universities. Another motion was made
and seconded. That the Assembly, considering that the Overtures recommend, in every case, the exclusion

of a minister holding a parochial charge from a Principality or Professorship in a University, judge it inex-

pedient to transmit them to Presbyteries of the Church. A third motion was made and seconded, That the

House do now adjourn till to-morrow ; and the vote being called for upon this motion, it was agreed the

state of the vote should be, Adjourn or Nut. The roll being called, and votes marked, it carried, by a con-

siderable majority. Not ; and, therefore, the General Assembly agreed to proceed in the debate upon ll:a

two other motions which had been made and seconded : but his Grace the Lord High Commissioner having

expressed a wish to retire, the Assembly agreed to resolve themselves into a committee of the whole House.

"Sess. 7, 3/ny 26, 1825.

" The Assembly called for the report of the dmrnittce of the whole House, which was produced and
read, the tenor whereof follows i

' Edinhuryh, 25th May 1825.—The Committee of the whole House being

met and constituted, ihey resumed the consideration of the subject which had been before the Assembly.

After farther reasoning, the committee agree, on account of the lateness of the hour, to adjourn the debate.

The committee closed with prayer.'

" The Assembly resumed the consideration of the Overtures anent the Union of Offices in the Church.

After farther reasoning, the vote was called for upon the two motions submitted to the House at yester-

day's diet ; and it was agreed that the state of the vote should be, First or Second Motion ; and the roll

being called, and votes marked, it carried, by a considerable majority. Second Motion ; and, therefore, the

General Assembly determined in terms of said second motion. Which judgment being intimated, Dr
Andrew Thomson, in his own name, and that of all who should adhere to him, entered his dissent from the

same, and asked and took instruments in the clerk's hands."

—

Ed. 1843.
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II.

fcs. 1, 3Iay 18, 1826.

—

TIic King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to ihem by his Majesty''s Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1826.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

fes*. 8, May 26, 1826.

—

Act authorising the use of the Quarto Edition of the Gaelic Bible.

Which day the General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee* on the

I^uarto edition of the Gaelic Bible, which, with the Report of the Society in Scot-

and for Propagating Christian Knowledge upon this subject, was produced and
cad ; and, at the same time, two copies of the Quarto Bible, and two copies of

he New Testament in Gaehc, having bound up with them a revised and improved

.ersion of the Psalms and Paraphrases, were laid upon the Assembly's table. The
general Assembly receiving, with the warmest satisfaction, the intelligence that

:lic Quarto edition of the Gaelic Bible is at last completed, unanimously approve of

he Report ; authorise and ordain this version of the Scriptures in Gaelic, with the

version of the Psalms and Paraphrases now attached to it, and no other version, to

be used in the churches and chapels within the bounds of this Church where public

worship is conducted in the Gaelic language, and appoint this enactment to be in-

serted in their printed Acts.

V.

Sess. 9, 3Iay 27, 1826 Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 27, \?<1%.— Commission to some Ministers and Riding Eldersfor the Re-

formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for 3Ianaging his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1826.

—

Report as to Schools.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee appointed to class

the Returns upon the subject of the Examination of Schools, which was produced by

* For Report of this Committee, see Appendix

—

F.d. J 843.
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Dr Bninton, the convener. The Assembly approved of said Report, and directed
their clerks to have the same inserted in the printed Acts of this Assembly.

REPORT.

Asscmhli/ House, 2Qth May 1826.

The Committee of the General Assembly appointed for Classing the Returns in

regard to Schools beg leave to report

—

1. That regular printed or written schedules of the prescribed form have been re-

ceived from the following Presbyteries, viz. :—

•

Aberbrothock,

Aberdeen,
Aberlour,

Abemethy,
5 Alford,

Annan,
Ayr,

Brechin,

Cupar,

10 Dalkeith,

Dumbarton,
Dunbar,

Dundee,
Dunfermline,

15 Fordoun,

Fordyce,

Forfar,

Irvine,

Kelso,

20 Kincardine-O'Neil,

Kirkcaldy,

Lanark,

Lauder,

Lewis,

25 Linlithgow,

Lochmaben,
Penpont,
Perth,

Selkirk,

30 St Andrews,
Stranraer,

Tongue,
Elgin, and

34 Meigle.

2. That reports, cither less complete or less regular than the above, have been
made by the following Presbyteries, viz.^

Chimside, Haddington, Strathbogie,

Edinburgh, Paisley, 42 Turriff.

Garioch, 40 Peebles,

3. That no return whatever has been received from the remaining thirty-six Pres-
byteries of this (]hurch; and that thus the important purposes for which the Ge-
neral Assembly requires such returns are, in a great measure, defeated.

4. That, in the case of the Parish of Lochs, in the Presbytery of Lewis, mentioned
in the report made upon this subject to the last General Assembly, the reason now
assigned why there is no parochial school there is, that there " is not a school-

house ;" but that no assurance is given that the proper means are employed for the

remedy of this evil.

5. That the suggestions made in the report upon this subject, laid before the last

General Assembly, have not been sufficiently attended to in the preparation of the

printed schedules transmitted to Presbyteries ; and,

6. That all the returns received this year continue to bear testimony to the great

and growing benefits which arise from habitual inspection, exercised by Presbyteries

over the schools within their respective bounds.

Respectfully reported, in name, and by appointment, of the committee, by

Alex. Brunton, Convener.

VIII.

Scss. 9, May 27, 1826.

—

Act as to the Course of Study to be pursued by Students

of Divinity,

The General Assembly, having called for the Report of the Committee for Class-

ing Returns to Overtures, and having learned from the said report, that a majority
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of Presbyteries had now given their consent to the first overture, respecting the course

of study to be pursued by students of divinity, did, and hereby do, convert the said

overture into a Standing Law of the Church, and enact and ordain, that, in all time

coming, it shall he held and acted upon as such by all the Presbyteries of this Churcii,

with respect to all students of divinity entering upon the said study, from and after

this date.

It is tlierefore enacted, that, in future, all students of divinity shall give at least

one year of regular attendance at the Divinity Hall ; and that such year of regular

attendance shall be the first, the second, or the third year of the course ; the present

law regulating the attendance remaining in other respects without alteration.

IX.

Sess. 9, May 27, 1826.

—

Overture as to tlie Course of Study to be pursued by Students

of Divinity.

(Ee-transmitted. See Act 7th, 1827.)

X.

Edinburgh, 29^/* Sfaif 1826. Sess. nit.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee appointed by last

General Assembly upon the Constitution of Chapels of Ease, which was produced
and read. The Assembly approve of and adopt this report ; direct in terms thereof,

and earnestly recommend to all concerned compliance with the articles specified

therein, and enjoin their clerks to see that the said articles be printed along with

the printed Acts of this Assembly, as follows, viz. :

—

Itcyulations to be observed in Framing Constitutions for Chapels of Ease.

The committee appointed last year to revise the Constitution which have been
given to different Chapels of Ease, and prepare a form, &c., report unto the Vener-

able the General Assembly as follows :

—

That the committee have examined the constitution given to twenty-two Cha-
pels of Ease in the course of the last twenty- seven years, and respectfidly suggest,

that, after having observed the provisions of the 5th Act of Assemblj"^, 1798, the ar-

ticles in the constitution of any proposed chapel shall, in time coming, be introduced

in the following order :

—

1. The property of the chapel to be invested in whom.
2. To be exclusively for the use of a minister of the Church of Scotland.

3. Management and application of the seat-rents.

4. If debt incurred in erecting the chapel, how to be liquidated.

.5. Managers and administration to be under the inspection of the Presbytery.

6. Manner of electing managers, and supply of vacancies, when they occur.

7. If a treasurer and clerk, how appointed and paid.

8. AmoTuit of stipend.

9. What security for the same, and time of payment.
10. Plan of augmenting the stipend when necessary.

11. Collections, and application of the money collectecL

12. Who are to choose the first minister, and how long to have this power.

13. The manner of supplying vacancies after the chapel is permanently established.

14. Supply of the pulpit during vacancies.

1 5. Names of candidates to be laid before the Presbytery.

16. Certificates of candidates to be laid before the Presbytery, and judged of.

17. Day of election, bow to be appointed, and mode of calling meetings for this

and other purposes.
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18. Election, letter of acceptance, certificate of having taken the usual oaths, and
renewed bond of security, to be laid before the Presbytery.

19. Duty to be performed by the minister when inducted.

20. If a Gaelic chapel, what portion of the service to be performed in that language,

and what in English.

21. Bounds within which he is to labour, if any are fixed.

22. When the sacrament is to be dispensed.

23. How persons are to be admitted to partake of the same.

24. Allowance for communion elements, and to the minister, when the sacrament

is dispensed.

25. Mode of letting the seats, and time when to be done.

26. Persons to be proposed, if any preference is to be given.

27. Precentor, by whom appointed, and with what salary.

28. Officer, by whom appointed, and with what allowance.

The committee have only farther to remark, that, when circumstances occur not

requiring some of the particulars mentioned to be specified, they may be omitted,

while the above order is observed in specifying those which are introduced. When,
on the other hand, it is found necessary to introduce other particulars, they may be

added after those which occur in the above enumeration.

Hugh Meiklejohn, Convener.

Andrew Thomson.

XL

Sess. ulL, May 29, 1826.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National (]hurch is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May
1827.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly.

Andrew Duncan, CI. Eccl. Scot.

2\!^ote The Union of Offices was this year again discussed. The following notice of the subject ap-

pears in the Abridgment : " The Assembly called for the Overtures respecting the Union of Offices in

the Church, which were produced and read. After long reasoning, it was moved and seconded, ' That

the General Assembly, being deeply convinced that the Union of the Office of a Parochial Minister with that

of Principal or Professor in any of the Universities of Scotland, is injurious to the interests of religion and

learning, and contrary to the spirit of our ecclesiastical constitution, resolve, that a Committee be ap-

pointed to prepare an Overture, to be transmitted to the Presbyteries of this Church, for preventing such

Union of these Offices in future, in all cases not already provided for by the Act of Assembly, 1817, and to

report to this Assembly; and, farther, that, in respect some of the Theological Professors are not at pre-

sent sufficiently provided for, the General Assembly agree to appoint a Committee to take all such cases

into consideration, with instructions to make all necessary imiuiries, and to adopt all measures that may

be deemed expedient, with the view of obtaining some means or security for the adequate endowment of

these offices, and to report to next General Assembly.' Another motion was made and seconded, ' That

the General Assembly, having maturely deliberated on the subject of these Overtures, judge it inexpe-

dient to transmit any Overture upon the subject to the several Presbyteries oftliis Church.' And the vote

bein"- called for, it was agreed that the state of the vote should be, First or Second Motion ; and the roll be-

in-- called, and votes marked, it carried, by a great majority, Second Motion ; and, therefore, the General

Assembly ' did, and hereby do, judge it inexpedient to transmit any Overture to the Presbyteries of this

Church anent the Union of Offices in the Church.' Which judgment being intimated, Mr Marshall, in

bis own name, and that of all who should adhere to him, entered his dissent."

—

Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1827.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1827.

—

The King's Commission to James Ochoncar Lord Forhes
produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess, 1, May 17, 1827.— The Kiiu/s inost gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them hj his Majestifs Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

in.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1827.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1827.

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The dutiful and loyal Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, the ministers and ciders of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

embrace the opportunity of this our first meeting, since the lamented death of his Royal
Highness the Duke of York and Albany, to approach the throne with the expression

of our heartfelt sympathy and condolence on account of that afflicting dispensation of

Providence.

We take a deep interest in whatever affects the happiness of a King so endeared to

us, and we contemplate the death of your Majesty's illustrious Brother as a great

calamity, both to your Majesty's Royal House and to the nation at large.

To affections and manners which gave a charm to the intercourse of social life,

there was added, in the Uuke of York, the nobler adorning of the most eminent offi-

cial merit, the merit of an enlightened, and benevolent, and indefatigable zeal, in the

discharge of the duties of his high appointment—the merit of having thus improved

the condition, and exalted the character of the British army, to a degree of excel-

lence which had never before been realized. If, in the late eventful contest, our

countrymen achieved the most splendid victories which our history records,— if, when
the mighty strife was over, the men, who had been accustomed to scenes of devasta-

tion and blood, returned readily, and at once, to all the quiet and orderly habits of

civil life,— if, while thus triumphant in war, they have also shown themselves exem-
plary in peace,—to the Duke of York's military administration, and to his solicitude

for their religious instruction, it is owing, under Providence, that Britain has to boast

of an army deserving such a praise.

While, in common with your Majesty, we mourn over the death of a Prince thus

privately amiable, and thus publicly useful, wc trust that it may be some consolation
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to your Majesty to know, that the sorrow with which your Majesty has been visited

is participated unaffectedly by the whole empire.

That your Majesty may long reign over a loyal and affectionate people, and may
at length exchange an earthly crown for one more glorious in the heavens, is the
fervent prayer ot^

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

Robert IIaldane, Moderator.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1827.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess, 9, 3fay 26, 1827.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Hiyldands and Islands of" Scotland^ and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

vn.

Sess. 9, Mail 26, 1827.

—

Act as to the Course of Study to le pursued by Students of
Dicinity.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee for Classing Returns

to Overtures, which was produced and read, as follows

:

" Returns have been received from four Presbyteries, as to the overture respecting

the course of study to be pursued by students of divinity, re-transmitted by last Assem-
bly, viz. from the Presbyteries of Caithness, Kirkcudbright, and Dumfries, approving

simpUciter of the same ; and from the Presbytery of Kintyre, approving of the general

principle and spirit of the overture, but objecting to it, ' in respect that it does not give

Presbyteries any powers in connection with the examinations proposed therein.'

" As it appears from the Report given in by the committee of Assembly last year,

that, exclusively of the returns from the Presbytery o-f Wigton, the import of which

was ambiguous, thirty-eight Presbyteries bad then approved of this overture, there

are now forty-one Presbyteries who have sent up returns in favour of it, constituting a

decided majority of Presbyteries approving of its being enacted into a Standing Law
of the Church.

" George Cook.
"David Dickson."

Whereas it appears from the above report, that a majority of Presbyteries have now
given their consent to the second overture, respecting the course of study to be pur-

sued by students of divinity, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, convert the

said overture into a Standing Law of the Church, and enact and ordain, that, in all

time coming, it shall be held and acted upon as such by all the Presbyteries of this
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Church, with respect to all students of divinity entering upon the said study from and
after this date.

It is therefore enacted, that, previously to the enrolment of any student as a student
of divinity, he shall be examined by the Presbytery within the bounds of which he
resides, upon literature, science, and philosophy, particularly upon Greek and Latin

;

that when students shall not give regular attendance at the Divinity Hall, excepting
for one year of their course, they shall, during the currency of the fourth year of that

course, be examined by their respective Presbyteries upon their attainments in Divi-
nity, Church History, Greek, and Hebrew ; and that, in both cases, they shall pre-
sent to the Professors of Divinity under whom their studies are conducted, the certi-

ficates of examination granted by Pi'esbyteries.

VIII.

Sess. ult,, May 28, 1827.

—

Rejwrt concerning Schools.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee appointed to Class

the Returns upon the subject of the Examination of Schools, which was produced by
Dr Dickson, the convener. The Assembly approved of said Report, and directed

their clerks to have the same inserted in the printed Acts of this Assembly.

REPORT.

Edinburrjh, 28th May 1827.

The Committee of the General Assembly for Classing Returns from Presbyteries,

in regard to the Examination and State of Schools, beg leave to report :

—

1. That regular printed or written schedules of the prescribed form, containing

reports as to almost every parish within their respactive bounds, have been received

from the following Presbyteries, viz. :

—

Jedburgh,
20 Lanark,

Lauder,

Lochmabcn,
Penpont,
Selkirk,

25 St Andrews,
Stranraer.

2. That reports, either less regular or less complete than the above, have been re-

turned by the following Presbyteries, viz. :

—

Aberbrothock,
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the special attention of the committees of future Assemblies, as it may otherwise be

supposed, in the course of two or three years, that returns have been received from

every Presbytery in the Church, while the fact may really be, that not many more
than a half of the Presbyteries have actually made such returns.

5. That the practice of making merely general reports on the back of commissions,

or of sending up separate reports from particular })arishes, instead of the prescribed

abstract that should be drawn up by Presbyteries, still prevails, and ought to be dis-

tinctly discountenanced, as rendering the reports necessarily most imperfect, and
making it almost impossible for any committee of Assembly sufficiently to examine

them.

6. That, notwithstanding the statements in the two former reports of the commit-

tee, there is still nothing said in the returns from the Presbytery of Lewis, as to the

actual erection of a parochial school-house in the parish of Lochs.

7. That the returns of this year continue to furnish the most satisfactory evidence

of the great advantages resulting from the stated presbyterial visitation of schools, and
should be felt by the Assembly as a powerful inducement to the renewed enforce-

ment of their regulations in so important a subject.

8. That it is of the utmost consequence that the third recommendation and in-

junction of the Assembly', 1820, anent the Examination of Schools, be more strictly

observed in future, viz. " That every Presbytery take care to have their returns made
up and transmitted to the Agent for the Church, on or before the first week of the

silting of the General Assembly, to whom they will be answerable."

All which is, in name and by appointment of the committee, respectfully sub-

mitted to the Assembly,

Davip Ujckson, Convener.

IX.

Scss. ult., May 28, 1827.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

within the New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May 1828.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly,

John Lee, CI, Eccl. Scot.

Note.—Overtures respecting the Union of Offices in the Church were again laid on the Assembly's
table :

—" After reasoning, it was moved and seconded, ' That the General Assembly, considering that

there is at the present time a Rnjal Commission holding sittings in this country, for remedy of all evils or
inconveniences alleged to exist in the Universities of Scotland, deem it inexpedient to enter upon the con-
sideration of the subject of the Overtures on the table of the Assembly

; and, therefore, resolve that the

consideration of the said Overtures shall be postponed until the meeting of the next General Assembly,
and that the said Overtures shall, in the meantime, lie on the table ' Another motion was made and
seconded, ' That the General Assembly, considering that there is at the present time a Royal Commission
holding sittings in this country, for remedy of all evils or inconveniences alleged to exist in the Univer-
sities of Scotland, deem it inexpedient to enter upon the consideration of the subject of the Overtures on
the table of this Assembly ;' and the vote being called for, it was agreed the state of the vote should be.

First or Second Motion; and the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried Second Motion; and,
therefore, the Assembly, considering that there is at the present time a Royal Commission holding
sittings in this country, for remedy of all evils or inconveniences alleged to exist in the Universities

of Scotland, deem it inexpedient to enter upon the consideration of the said Overtures." Ed. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1828.

1.

Sens, i, Mai/ 22, 1828.— The King's Commission to James Ochoncar Lord Forbes
produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1828.— The King's viost gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner.

George, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 24, 1828.— The General Assembly's Ansiver to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1828.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 9, May 31, 1828.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders Jor the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 10, Mai/ 31, 1828.— Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing

beyond the Bounds of this Church, before their entrance on the Study of Divinity.

(See Act 15th, 1835.)

VII.

Sess. idt, June 2, 1828.

—

Report of the Committee of Assembly on the Returns of Pres-
byteries as to Schools.

The General Assembly, having heard this report, approve thereof, direct the clerks
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to insert the same in the printed Acts ; and instrnct Presbyteries to send returns,

taking for their model the schedules formerly printed and circulated.

1. That returns appear from forty Presbyteries, a list of which will be found ap-

pended. That thirty-eight Presbyteries having omitted to send up returns, and this

neglect having become habitual with many of them, it is for the Assembly to consider

in what manner the repeated and salutary orders of the Supreme Ecclesiastical Court

ought to be enforced. Your committee think it would be necessary to send copies

of the printed form to each of these Presbyteries, which, if accompanied by a renewed

order specially sent to them, it is humbly thought would have the effect.

2. As no less than seventeen out of the forty returns of this year are on common
paper, and this mode of preparing them causes much trouble to the clerks, and is also

less uniform and satisfactory, your committee hope that the Assembly will be pleased

to authorise printed forms to be issued to the members of Presbyteries who may call

for them, or to the clerks who may send an application for this purpose ; and that in

the event of any more being printed, a column be left, as formerly ordered, for the

population, to be compared with the numbers of scholars. One printed report to be

made up for each Presbytery, duly attested.

3. That regular and most interesting reports have come up from Aberdeen, Ar-

broath, Ayr, Brechin, Cupar, Mull, St Andrews, and various other Presbyteries,

and that, in general, these embrace not only the parish, but also the other schools in

their bounds, which are supported by the Society for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, the Gaelic School Society, the Committee of the General Assembly, the In-

verness Education Society and its auxiliaries, the Society in Glasgow, the funds mor-

tified for that purpose, and the sums contributed by the benevolence and patriotism of

individuals.

4. That, from the aspect of these returns, compared with the extent and popula-

tion of nearly as many Presbyteries, who have omitted to send in reports, it appears

to your committee that there are at present under the superintendence of the Ge-
neral Assembly, and the inspection of Presbyteries in their committees, above 5000
schools in ail, containing above 250,000 scholars ; and that hardly any thing can be

more salutary than the moral and religious influence of an engine so extensive, and-

so well directed, which, with an energy even more increased of late than the aug-

menting population of Scotland, has been directed to the promoting of literature and
science, with sound principles and habits, and all the best interests of the kingdom.

5. That your committee think it their duty to observe, that, in the remote and
desolate parish of Lochs, in the Presbytery of Lewis, the report bears, that still there

is no parish school erected, a circumstance which must now also deprive the people

of any school from the Assembly's committee. That, in many Presbyteries, a num-
ber of the teachers have not yet qualified to Government, by taking the Oath of Al-

legiance before any magistrate. That the teachers ought also to qualify, by sub-

scribing the Confession of Faith before the Presbytery, and signing the Formula, 1694.

That a number of the parish teachers have been allowed only the minimum salary',

and that others possess too little, and far too mean accommodation in school-houses

and dwelling-houses ; and that now when, by the Act, 1803, an augmentation falls to

be made to the salaries of parish teachers, if landholders are pleased to give liberal at-

tention to these objects, it may raise the character of that useful order of men, in-

stead of depressing it, and withering the salutary influence of their labours, by leav-

ing them so meanly endowed and accommodated as many now are.

G. Your committee are bound in duty to notice the fiict, that no scholars attend

the parish school of Balmerino, which, to a parish containing 965 souls, must be very

highly injurious ; and, in thus noticing it, your conuuittee hope that their doing so

may tend, in some degree, to correct an evil, for which, in the report, no reason is

assigned.

7. That though the Episcopal teachers in Montrose made opposition to the Pres-

bytery's committees of examination some years ago, for which an apology was made
at the bar of this House, the schools there are now regularly visited and reported

from year to year ; and even the schools at New Lanark are not only open for exa-
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mination, but the Scriptures are daily read in them, through the Christian prudence

and attention of the minister of Lanark. That the report from Aberdeen bears, that

rehgious instruction is given in the ancient and flourishing High School of the New
City, where 204 scholars are learning Latin, and 80 are learning Greek, and that

your countenance and influence, it is humbly hoped, may induce other classical

schools to follow so good an example. That, in general, the number of scholars are

increasing in the numerous seminaries ; an instance being reported from the academy
at Ayr, as containing 578 scholars, and being also an excellent and thriving insti-

tution. .

Wm. Singer, Convene?:

List of Presbyteries who have sent up Returns of Examination of the Schools in

18:^7:—

Aberdeen,
Aberlour,

Abernethy,
Alford,

5 Annan,
Arbroath,

Ayr,
Biggar,

Brechin,

10 L'hirnside,

Cupar,

Dalkeith,

Dumbarton,
Dunbar,

15 Dundee,
Dunfermline,

Fordoun,

Fordyce,

Forfar,

20 Garioch,

Haddington,
Jedburgh,

Irvine,

Kirkcaldy,

25 Kirkcudbright,

Kincardinc-O'Neil,

Lanark,

Lewis,

Lauder,

30 Linlithgow,

Lochmaben,
Mull,

Paisley,

Peebles,

35 Penpont,
St Andrews,
St Andrews,
Selkirk,

Stranraer,

40 Strathbogie,

And in Dunblane, for

parish of Kilmadock.

Wm. Singer, Convener.

VIH.

Sess. ult, June 2, 1828.

—

Act afpointiny the Diet of the next General Assemhly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be held within the

New Church Aisle of Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 2 1st day of May 1829.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1829.

Sess. \, May 2\, 1829.— The King's Commission to James Ocho?icar Lord Forbes
produced, and ordered to he recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.
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II.

Scss, 1, 3/ay 21, 1829.— The Kin(fs most gracious Letter to the General Assernbhj,

presented, to them hy his Majesty's Commissioner,

George, R., &c.

lU.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1829.— The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1829.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1829.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 30, 1829.

—

Report and Injunction concerning Schools.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee appointed to Class

the Returns upon the subject of the Examinations of Schools, which was produced
and read. The Assembly approved of the Report, and directed the Clerk to have
it inserted in the Printed Acts, and also to write letters to all the Clerks of Pres-

byteries, requiring them peremptorily to send up by their Commissioners to the

next General Assembly, returns of the Examination of the Schools in their several

bounds, in the form of the printed Schedules, containing the names not only of all

the Schools examined, but of every School which has not been examined in the

course of the year, with the cause of such omission ; which Schedules must be de-

livered to the Clerks not later than the first week of the sitting of the General
Assembly.

Your committee beg leave first to advert to two particulars in last year's Report,

—

the schools of Montrose, and the school of Balmerino, in the Presbytery of Cupar.
In last year's Report it was stated, by mistake, that the Episcopal teachers in.Mon-

trose had, some years ago, refused to allow the Presbytery of Brechin to examine
their schools ; whereas it was from the magistrates of that place that the opposition

arose. While yoar committee deem it right, in consequence of the information

they have received, to bear their testimony to the submission, the diligence, and suc-

cess of those teachers, they are, at the same time, bound to state, on authentic intel-

ligence, that the magistrates of that burgh are now in the regular practice of cordially

giving their countenance to the Presbytery in the examination of the different schools

of that place.

By a letter just received from the clerk of the Presbytery of Cupar, it appears
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that an airangctnent has happily been at length completed, by which a schoolmaster

is about to be appointed at Balmciino, and the youth of that parish, it is to be hoped,

in future to enjoy the benefit arising from an active teacher.

With regard to this year, returns have been received from the following Presby-
teries, viz. :—

Dunfermline,

15 EiHnburgh,

Elgin,

Ellon,

Eordyce,

Garioch,

20 Haddington,

Jedburgh,

Irvine,

Kirkcaldy,

Kirkcudbright,

25 Kincardine- O'Neil,

Kintyre,

Aberdeen,
Aberlour,

Abernethy,
Alford,

5 Annan,
Arbroath,

Ayr,
Brechin,

Cupar,

10 Dalkeith,

Dunbar,
Dumbarton,
Dundee,

Lanark,

Lauder,
Lewis,

30 Linlithgow,

Lochmaben,
Meigle,

Mull,

Peebles,

35 Penpont,

St Andrews,
Strathbogie,

Tongue.

It thus appears, that not so many returns have this year been laid before the As-
sembly as there were twelve months ago.

By comparing these returns with those of last and some former years, it will be ob-
served, that while about the half of the Presbyteries of the Church have been in the

practice of complying with the injunction of the Assembly, by the other half the order

so frequently issued by the Assembly is totally disregarded.

Many of the returns received are both drawn up with great accuracy, and give

evidence of strict attention paid by the different members of these Presbyteries to

the moral and religious instruction of the youth under their care. Still, in some of

the returns, it appears that several members of Presbyteries either neglect to examine
the schools in their parishes, or, if that be done, to make a return to that effect.

One instance has been stated of a teacher, more anxious to disseminate opinions

hostile to the Established Church, than to instruct the youth under his care ; and in

another Presbytery, two teachers, it appears, who have not qualified, wonld not say,

when asked, whether they were or not willing to do so. But as there is no doubt
that what is here pointed out will speedily be corrected, it is not deemed to be ne-
cessary to direct the attention of the Assembly more particularly to this subject.

Your committee are of opinion, that attention to the instruction of the rising ge-
neration is one of the first objects to which the attention of the Church can be
turned ; and though it cannot be doubted that the Presbyteries who persist in de-
clining to make returns are nevertheless mindful of this most essential part of their

duty, yet, as no evidence to this effect is laid before the Assembly, your committee
would humbly suggest that some step ought to be taken by which this might be as-

certained. Perhaps this might be, to direct the Clerk of Assembly to address, with-

out delay, a letter to the Clerk of each Presbytery, ordering him peremptorily to send
up a return to next Assembly, on one of the printed schedules, of the schools ex-
amined within the respective Presbyteries during the twelve months, and to state

where any school has not been examined, the name of that school, and the cause of
the delay.

Were such an order issued, and compliance yielded to it, a pleasing view would
then be exhibited of the diligence and zeal with which ministers in Scotland attend
to the useful, but especially to the pious, interests of the rising generation, spread
over the various parts of the Church.

Geo. Whitson, Convener.
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vn.

Sess. 9, Mat/ 30, 1829.— Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing

beyond the Bounds of this Churchy before their entrance on the Stiidg of Divinity,

(Re-transmitted.)

VIIL

Sess. ulL, June 1, 1829.— Overtures and Interim Acts relative to the Attendance of
Students of Divinitg on the Classes of Church History and Hebrew.

(These Overtures having been amended in 1832, were ultimately passed in 1833.

See 9th Act of that ^c&r.—Ed. 1843.)

IX.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1829.

—

Act appointing tlie Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be held

at Edinburgh, ou Thursday, the 20th day of May 1830.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 1830.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1830.— The King's Commission to James Ochoncar Lord Foi-hes

jiroduced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 20, 1830.^ TAe Kiiig's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty's Commissioner,

Geoiige, R., &c.

IlL

Sess, 3, 3Iay 22, 1830.

—

The General Assembly s Ansicer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.
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IV.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1830.

—

Commission of the General Assetnhhj to certain Ministers and
Buling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

Sess. 9, May 29, ISZQ.:;— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islaiids of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty to that end.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1830.

—

Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing beyond
the Bounds of this Church, before their entrance on the Study of Divinity,

(Re-transmitted.)

VII.

Sess. ult, May 31, 1830

—

Overtures and Interim Acts relative to the Attendance of
Students of Divinity on the Classes of Church History and Hebrew.

(Re-transmitted.)

VIII.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1830.

—

Act appointing the Presbyteries of Lerwick and Burravoe,
and Synod of Shetland.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on the Petition from

the Presbytery of Shetland, which was given in by Dr Baird, the Convener, and
read, the tenor whereof follows :^-

The Committee respectfully reports,

1

.

That on mature consideration of the details stated in the petition of the Pres-

bytery of Shetland, they are of opinion that it would be expedient to divide the pre-

sent Presbytery, not into three Presbyteries as petitioned for, but into two ; the one

of these two to be called the Lerwick Presbytery, to hold its ordinary meetings at

Lerwick ; and the other to be called the Burravoe Presbytery, to hold its ordinary

meetings at Burravoe, in the parish of Yell.

2. That the committee have come to the above opinion from the authentic informa-

tion obtained by them, that the purposed arrangement would be acceptable to all the

members of the present Presbytery ; that it is required by the physical localities of

the Shetland Isles, and that it will tend to relieve the ministers, agents, and parties

having business in connection with that court, from many of the perils and difficul-

ties to which they would otherwise be exposed in travelling over hills and mosses,

without roads, or along rocky shores, through rapid and boisterous tides, to any one

fixed place of meeting.

3. That the committee recommend, if the subdivision humbly suggested above is

approved and authorised by the Assembly, that the Presbytery of Lerwick shall con-

6 M
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sist of the following parishes, viz.:—Duiirossness, Walls, Sandsting, Tingwall, Lerwick,

and Bressay ; and that the Presbytery of Biirravoe shall consist of the following pa-

rishes, viz. :—Nesting, Delting, Northmavine, Yell, Fetlar, and Unst ; thus com-
prising six parishes in each of the two Presbyteries.

4, That the committee are of opinion, that the said two Presbyteries shonld be

appointed to form a Synod with full synodical powers ; that Lerwick should be ap-

pointed as the fixed place of the meetings of the Synod of Shetland, where its re-

cords should be kept, and where the records of the present Presbytery should be de-

posited and kept in retentis.

5. That the Presbytery of Lerwick shonld be appointed to meet at Lerwick on the

second Wednesday of July next, and proceed to business ; that the Presbytery of

Burravoe should be appointed to meet at Burravoe on the' third Wednesday of July

next, and proceed to business ; and that the Synod of Shetland should be appointed

to meet at Lerwick on the last Wednesday of April 1831, and proceed to business.

(Signed) Geo. H. Baird, Convener.

The General Assembly approve of the report, and enact in terms thereof, and
order the same to be inserted in the printed Acts of the General Assembly.

I

IX.

Sess. ult., Maij 31, 1830.

—

Report concerning Schools.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee for classing Returns
of the Examination of Schools, which was given in by Dr Stirling, the Convener,
and read. The General Assembly approve of the Report, and appoint it to be

inserted among the printed Acts.

The committee of the General Assembly for classing Returns from Presbyteries,

respecting the Examination of Schools, reports as follows :

—

\st, That regular returns of all the schools within their bounds have been trans-

mitted to your committee by the following Presbyteries, viz.:

—

Aberbrothock, 15 Dunoon,
Aberlour, Elgin,

Abernethy, Ellon,

Alford, Fordoun,

Fordyce,

20 Garioch,

Haddington,
Inverness,

Jedburgh,

Kincardine-O'Neil,

25 Kintyre,

Kirkcaldy,

Kirkcudbright,

10

St Andrews,
Biggar,

Brechin,

Chirnside,

Cupar,

Dalkeith,

Dumbarton,
Dunfermline,

Dundee,
Dunse,

30

35

Langholm,

Lauder,

Lewis,

Linlithgow,

Lochmaben,
Lorn,

Meigle,

Mull,

Nairn,

Paisley,

Penpont,

Selkirk,

40 Stranraer,

Strathbogie,

42 Skye.

2f/, That returns, more or less regular and complete, have been sent from the fol-

lowing Presbyteries, viz. :

—

Aberdeen,
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fore he and his co-presbyters received the Assemljly's order of 30th May 1829, the
unfavourable season had set in, and they were unable, in their insular situations, to

accomplish presbyterially the examination of their schools, but promising implicit

obedience to the Assembly's injunctions on this subject in all time coming.
Ath, That from the remaining nineteen Presbyteries of the Church, no returns of

any kind have been received.

'bth, That in the Abbey parish of Paisley, and West parish of Greenock, thouo-h
landward parishes, there are no schoolhouses, and that, notwithstandino- the atten-
tion of the Assembly has been drawn by your committee on some former years to the
situation of the parish of Lochs, in the Presbytery of Lewis, yet no steps seem yet
to have been taken to get a schoolhouse built in that parish.

&th, That a complaint, which accompanies this report, has been made by the Pres-
bytery of Mull, of the conduct of certain teachers of the Gaelic School Society with-
in their bounds ; but your committee are fully persuaded that, when the justice of
this complaint is made known to that society, by which the interests of education
have been so greatly promoted, immediate steps will be taken for its redress.

7th, That in several returns which have been made, due care has not been taken
to have them authenticated by the signatures of the moderator and clerk of Presbytery,
or even by the minister of the parish in which the school is situated. Nor do some
of the Presbyteries, from which the most complete returns have come, seem to be
aware of the obligations under which they lie, to see that the teachers within their

bounds take the oaths to government; a striking example of this is afforded in the
towns of Paisley and Greenock, for, out of fifty-nine schools in the former of these
towns, forty-five of the teachers have not qualified to government ; and out of thirty-

four schools in the latter, twenty-nine of the teachers are in the same state.

%th, That your committee have great satisfaction in perceiving, that where the
duty of Presbyterial examination of schools has regularly taken place, the very best
effects have resulted from it,—that the methods of teaching have been improved,
that the zeal and diligence both of the teachers and taught have been powerfully ex-
cited. And your committee cannot conclude this report without expressing their

earnest desire that the venerable Assembly would continue to enforce upon all the
Presbyteries of this Church, and especially upon those from which no returns have
come, the faithful performance of a duty so eminently calculated to promote the best

interests of the rising generation

(Signed) John Stirling, Convener.

X.

Sess. jtlt.j May 31, 1830.— Overture as to printing Extracts from tlie Records of the

Inferior Church Courts*

The General Assembly called for the Overture from the Presbytery of Ellon on the

printing of Extracts from the Records of the Inferior Church Cor.rts, which was
produced and read as follows :

—

" Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, it is

humbly overlurcd by the Presbytery of Ellon, that, for enabling the members of As-
sembly more fully to understand all matters coming before them, it be enacted, that

the 16th Act of the General Assembly, 1700, discharging the printing of any part of

ecclesiastical processes without allowance, be repealed, and that, in future, all over-

tures be printed and laid on the Assembly's table, in sufficient numbers, for the use

of members, on the first Monday of its sitting, unless in the case of matters coming
to the knowledge of the Court during its sitting, and which may require immediate
attention ; but that, in every such case, the overture to be proposed shall be printed

and laid on the Assembly's table at least three days before it shall be discussed ; and

'^ * Tliis Overture was next jear referred to the Committee on the Form of Process Ed. 1843.
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that it be farther enacted, that in all references, complaints, or appeals, the record of

the Inferior Court shall be printed, and a sufficient number of copies for the use of

members, in all causes coming before the Court before the Wednesday, be laid on

the Assembly's table the firstSaturday of its sitting, and of all others on the first Mon-

day of the Assembly."

The General Assembly agre& to transmit the overture for the consideration of

Presbyteries.

XL
Sess. ult, May 31, 1830.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be holden at Edinburgh,

on Thursday, the 19th day of May 1831.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1831.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1831.— The Kings Commission to Robert Montgomery Lord

Belhoven produced, and ordered to be recorded.

The General Assembly, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1831 Tlie King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly,

presented to them by his Majesty s Commissioner.

William, R.

Right Reverend and Well-bclovcd, wo greet you well.—Highly sensible of the firm

adherence which your former meetings have uniformly shown to the succession of the

Crown of this realm in our Family, and knowing their attachment to the Protestant

faitli, and to the general interests of religion and sound morality, we most willingly

sanction with our royal authority your j;resent Assembly; and we gladly avail our-

selves of this first opportunity of giving you the assurance of our fixed purpose to con-

tinue to the Presbyterian Church of Scotland the same countenance and support

which it has received from our royal ancestors, and to maintain it in the full posses-

sion of all its rights and privileges, as by law established.

We arc persuaded that you will manifest, in the whole course of your proceedings,

during the present Assembly, an enlightened and well-tempered zeal in the cause of

true religion and good morals, and that your conduct will be distinguished by that

moderation, candour, and wisdom, which are essentially necessary for giving effect to

your counsels.

We commit with confidence to your pastoral care the interests of the Church of

Scotland, earnestly hoping that you will be enabled to promote the great object which

we have always at heart—the happiness and welfare of our people.

We have thought fit to appoint our right trusty and well-beloved Robert Montgo-
mery Lord Belhaven to be the Representative of our royal person in this Assembly,
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being well assured of his zealous attachment to the Church of Scotland, and of his

ability and earnest wish to discharge faithfully the high and important duties with

which he is entrusted. And we are persuaded that this choice will be acceptable to

you.

We earnestly recommend you, Well-beloved, to the care of Divine Providence,
and heartily bid you farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 9th day of May 1831, in the first year of

By his Majesty's Command,

Melbourne.

Addressed thits—To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved the Moderator,

Ministers, and Elders, of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

III.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 21, 1831.

—

The General Assembly s Answer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, the members of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, have re-

ceived with sentiments of the profoundest respect and warmest gratitude, the gracious

letter with which your Majesty has condescended to honour us on this occasion.

Nothing can yield us greater satisfaction than the assurance so graciously conveyed,

that your Majesty—highly sensible of the firm adherence which former Assemblies

have uniformly shown to the succession of the Crown of this realm in your Majesty's

illustrious Family', and knowingour attachment to the Protestant faith, and to the ge-
neral interests of religion and sound morality—most willingly sanctions, with your
royal authority, our present Assembly. It is also peculiarly gratifying to us, that

your Majesty has been pleased to give us the assurance of your fixed purpose to con-

tinue to the Church of Scotland the same countenance and support which it has re-

ceived from your royal ancestors, and to maintain it in the full possession of all its

rights and privileges, as by law established.

It will be our most earnest endeavour to manifest, in the whole course of our pro-

ceedings during this Assembly, an enlightened and well tempered zeal in the cause

of true religion and good morals ; and we trust that, by the blessing of God, our con-

duct will evince that moderation, candour, and wisdom, which are essentially neces-

sary for giving effect to our counsels.

Entrusted as we are w'lih. the religious interests of the Church of Scotland, we will

anxiously labour, under Providence, to assist in promoting the great objects which
we know your Majesty has always at heart—the happiness and welfare of your
people.

The appointment of a Commissioner so well recommended as Lord Belhaven,

by his loyalty, by his hereditary attachment to the Church of Scotland, and by the

interest he has personally taken in the proceedings of former Assemblies, is most ac-

ceptable to us ; and we are confident that, from his ability and earnest wish to dis-

charge faithfully the high and important duties committed to him, we shall receive

the most effectual co-operation and support.

The royal donation of L.2000, for the propagation of Christian knowledge in the

Highlands and Islands of Scotland, we accept with the liveliest gratitude, as a pledge
of your Majesty's anxiety to promote the extension of pure religion; and we shall

apply it with all fidelity to the pious purpose for which it is bestowed.

That Almighty God may bless your Majesty, your Royal Consort, and all the

members of the Royal Family ;—that He may ever direct and prosper your Majesty's
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government ;—and that He may maintain, till the latest ages, the national blessings

we now enjoy, are the fervent prayers of,

May it please yonr Majesty, yonr Majesty's most faithful, most loyal, and most

obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this General Assembly

of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

James Wallace, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 3, Majf 21, 1831.— The General Assembly's Address to the King on his

Accession to the Throne of these Realms.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church of

Scotland, met in this General Assembly, cordially approving of the conduct of the

Commission of the last General Assembly, in having conveyed to the throne those senti-

ments of respect and attachment which are so justly due to your Majesty's person

and government, and which are universally felt by the members of this National Church,

embrace with alacrity the earliest opportunity which our annual meeting affords, of

expressing our condolence on the death of our late illustrious King, and our congra-

tulations on your Majesty's auspicious elevation to the sovereignty of the United

Kingdom.
The retrospect of the many signal advantages which we enjoyed under the govern-

ment of your IMajesty's royal brother, during a scries of the most eventful years in the

history of our land, while it excites our gratitude to the Supreme Governor among
the nations, cannot fail to revive the sorrowful impressions with which all of us con-

templated an event most afflicting to your INIajesty and the Royal Family, and de-

plored as a heavy public calan)ity throughout the whole extent of the British Em-
pire.

It is with no common emotions of delight that we recognize in your Majesty the

son of a venerable Monarch, who, in the course of a reign of almost unprecedented

duration, was eminently distinguislied by his pin-e faith and fervent charity—by his

vigilance and firmness in tae most diflicult times—by the mild lustre of his domestic

virtues—by his reverence for the laws and constitution of this happy country—and
by the bright combination of virtuous qualities which engaged the veneration and
love of his subjects;—and we gladly anticipate from your Majesty the same fidelity

and zeal in fidhlling the arduous duties of your elevated station—the same resolute

adherence to every honourable purpose—the same generous encouragement of every

pious and beneficent undertaking—and the same countenance, protection, and favour

to the Church of Scotland, for the defence of whose rights and privileges the most

solemn pledge was given in the first act of your Majesty's administration.

We beg leave most earnestly to express the high value which we attach to the as-

surances of your Majesty's determination to preserve inviolate our ecclesiastical esta-

bhshment, which, under the fostering care of Divine Providence, has had the felicity

of enjoying complete security, ever since the period when the British Crown was
transferred to your Majesty's Illustrious Family—a family to which the members of

this Church have uninterruptedly maintained the most stedfast fidelity. Highly as

we estimate the benefits derived from the constitution, under which it is our happi-

ness to live, we feel the sacred obligation of exemplifying and inculcating, along with
that fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom, the duty of honouring the
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King, and submitting to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, " as free, and
not using liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God^"

That the Lord God Almighty, whose kingdom ruleth over all, may give your Ma-
jesty length of days, riches, and honour ;—that He may establish your throne in

righteousness ;—that He may eminently bless our gracious Queen, and all the Royal
Family ;—that He may impart to you in rich abundance the consolations and hopes

of the Gospel ;—and that, after a long and prosperous reign, He may receive you to

the glories and felicities of the heavenly kingdom, are the earnest prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your ]\Iajesty's most faithful, most loyal,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this Gene-
ral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

f James Wallace, Moderator.

?

Sess. 3, May 21, 1831.— The General Assemhlt/s Address to the Queen on Ids Majesty's

Accession to the Throne.

TO HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN.

May it please your Majesty,

We, his Majesty's loyal and faithful subjects, the ministers and elders of the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, gladly seize the first occasion which our
meeting has afforded us, of congratulating your Majesty on the auspicious accession
of our beloved Sovereign,' and on the unminglcd satisfaction felt by every loyal and
patriotic heart, in hailing your Majesty as the partaker of his throne.

While we rejoice in believing that your Majesty, though not insensible of the value
of the distinction of sharing the dignity and soothing the cares of a great Monarch
and commanding the deference of an admiring nation, is still more earnest in seeking
the honour which cometh from God only, we render thanks to the Supreme Disposer
of events, who has been pleased to exalt to a station so conspicuous, a Princess who
has already been distinguished as a pattern of personal and conjugal excellence, and
who is acknowledged to be most happily qualified to adorn the lofty circle in which
she moves, and to diffuse amongst all classes of his Majesty's subjects the influence
of a conversation becoming the Gospel.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may ever guide and
guard your Majesty ;—that He may enrich your soul with the fruits of the Spirit,

and make you exceeding glad with his salvation ;— and that, when the fashion of the
world shall have passed away, your Majesty may receive the crown of life, which the
Lord hath promised to them that love him, are the fervent prayers of,

IVfay it please your Majestj', your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient, and
most devoted servants, the Ministers and Elders met in this National
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointipent, by

James Wallace, Moderator.

VL

Sess. 9, May 28, ^S5'^.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers
and Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VIL

Sess. ult; May 30, 1831

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldei-s for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.

vin.

Sess. nit., May 30, 1831.— Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing

beyond the Bounds of this Church, before their entrance on the Study of Divinity.

(Re-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., May 30, ISSl.— Ovei-ture and Interim Act relative to the Attendance of
Students of Divinity on the Class of Hebrew.

(Re-transmitted,)

Sess. 9, May 30, ISSI.

—

Report concerning Schook.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee for classing Returns

of the Examination of Schools, whidi was given in by Dr Dickson, the Convener,

and read. The General Assembly approve of the Report, and authorise the inser-

tion thereof among the printed Acts.

Your Committee beg leave to report,

I. That regular returns concerning all the public or parochial, and in many in-

stances also the private schools within their bounds, have been received from the fol-

lowing Presbyteries :

—

Aberdeen,
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II. That returns, of which some are very nearly, but others very far from complete,
have been received from the following Presbyteries :

—

Biggar, 5 Hamilton, St Andrews,
Dunblane, Kelso, 10 Stranraer,

Dundee, Irvine, Uist.

Edinburgh, Lochcarron,

III. That to the equal surprise and regret of your committee, they find, from ex-
amining the returns of the former years, that none whatever have been received dur-
ing the lastfour years from the following Presbyteries, who, in the opinion of your com-
mittee, ought to be peremptorily enjoined to send up returns to next General As-
sembly :

—

Cairston, 5 Dunkeld, Inverary,

Caithness, Forres, Stirling,

Chanonry, Glasgow, 10 Tain.

Deer,

IV. That, in regard to the returns which your committee have reported as beino-

complete, except as to the examination of private schools, while they are aware that

it may be difficult for Presbyteries within whose bounds large towns, such as Kilmar-
nock, Greenock, Paisley, &c., are situated, to examine all such schools every vear,
they would suggest the propriety of at least the number of such schools, and of the
children attending them, with the kind of instruction received in them, beino- an-
nually reported ; it being most desirable that as full a view as possible of the whole pro-
vision for education throughout Scotland be annually laid before the Assembly; and
not only should female and charity and Sunday schools be included in such returns
but those of the General Assembly's Committee, the Society for Propagatino- Christ-
ian Knowledge, the Gaelic School Society, and other similar institutions ; with the
number and state of which, though they may be reported separately to the commit-
tees or societies to which they more particularly belong, it is of no small importance
that the Church also be made acquainted.

V. That in a considerable number of instances, even the returns that may be re-

garded as complete in one view, are often extremely defective in another ; some of
them, though reporting the number and kind of schools, giving no statement what-
ever as to the manner in which they are taughl, or whether the Scriptures and Church
Catechisms are regularly used in them ; others omitting to report whether the
teachers have qualified to Government or not, and some staling merely, in the most
general terms, that the schools within the bounds have been examined durino- the
year, without saying a single word more respecting them.

These defects should be carefully avoided in future, and with this view, your com-
mittee would especially recommend that all the Presbyteries be strictly enjoined to em-
ploy the last printed schedules prepared by the Assembly for the very purpose of se-

curing complete as well as regular returns ; instead of continuing to use the older
schedules, and still less of being satisfied, as some of them most improperly are, with
making their returns on the back of the Commissions of their representatives to the
Assembly. In every case, too, the returns should be attested by the Moderator or
Clerk of the Presbytery.

VI. That school-houses appear to be still wanting in the Abbey Parish of Paisley,
tand the West Parish of Greenock, though these are landward parishes

; and that
there is still no report from the Presbytery of Lewis, as to a school-house being pro-
vided for the parish of Lochs.

VII. That your committee regret to find the complaint made to last Assembly by
the Presbytery of Mull, respecting the irregular conduct of some of the Gaelic School
Society teachers, renewed this year.

6 N
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VIIL That in all cases, and these are not a few, in -which teachers who have not

yet qualified to Government, but who have expressed their willingness to do so, your

committee would suggest that the Presbyteries be instructed to direct them to apply

without delay for that purpose to the proper authorities.

IX. That as the number of returns this year is still by no means so great as, in

consequence of the special injunction of Assembly, 1829, on the subject, might rea-

sonably have been expected, and as many of thcni were so late of being sent up or

delivered to the clerks, that the committee have found the due examination of them

to be attended with much difficulty and inconvenience, from want of sufficient time,

they consider it of essential importance, that that injunction be renewed by the pre-

sent Assembly, with the view of securing a greater number of returns next year, and

of putting it into the power of the committee who may then be appointed to class

them, to make out a fuller digested statement of the interesting and useful informa-

tion, which, there can be little doubt, will be contained in them.

David Dickson, Convener.

XL

Sess. ult. May 30, 183 L

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be holden at Edin-
burgh, on Thursday, the 17th day of May 1832.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lee, CL Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1832.

I.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1832.— The King's Commission to the Right Honourable Lord
Belhaven,

GULIELMUS, &c.

IL

Sess. 1, May 17, 1832.

—

The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

William, R.

Right Reverend and Well-beloved, we greet you well.—Having received from you
on all occasions the most satisfactory prcois of your zeal for the maintenance and ad-
vancement of the Protestant religion, and of your loyalty and aft'eclion to our person
and government, we most cheerfully sanction this your meeting with our lull ap-
proval.

We feel confident that you will persevere to act upon the same enlightened prin^
ciples which have hitherto marked your conduct, and that you will endeavour to the:
utmost to maintain, in all your proceedings, a spirit ot moderation, wisdom, and
Christian charity. On your part, you may rest assured that the Church of Scot-
land, as by law established, shall enjoy our undiminished protection for securing to it
all its rights and privileges.

We have again thought fit to appoint our right trusty and well-bclcvcd Robert
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Montgomery Lord Belhaven to be our Commissioner, and to represent our person

in this General Assembly ; not doubting that the same qualifications which have re-

commended him to our choice, will continue to make him acceptable to you in the

execution of the important trust committed to his care ; and so we bid you heartily

farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 10th day of May 1832, in the second year

of our reia-n.o'

By his Majesty's Command,

Melbourne.

m.
Sess. 3, May 19, 1832.— The General Assembly's Ansioer to the King's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

The gracious letter with which your Majesty has been pleased to honour the pre-

sent General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has been received by us with the

most lively sentiments of respect and gratitude.

We offer our most sincere and humble acknowledgments for the approbation which
your Majesty has been pleased to express of our zeal for the maintenance and ad-

vancement of the Protestant religion, and of our loyalty and affection to your person

and government.

Permit us to assure your Majesty that it shall be our great endeavour to act upon
the same enlightened principles, which your Majesty condescends to say have hitherto

marked our conduct, and to carry on all our proceedings in that spirit of moderation

and Christian charity which become us as the servants of the Prince of Peace.

That your Majesty continues to countenance our Assembly with your royal autho-

rit)' is to us a gratifying proof of your paternal goodness ; and we repose with con-

fidence on the pledge which your Majesty has given us, that the Church of Scot-

land, as by law established, shall enjoy your undiminished protection for securing to

it all its rights and privileges.

The hereditary attachment of Lord Belhaven to the cause of civil and religious

liberty, his undoubted regard for the Church of Scotland, his exemplary conduct in

private life, as well as the wisdom and urbanity with which, on a former occasion, he

discharged the duties of his high office, render the re-appointment of him to repre-

sent your Majesty's royal person an acceptable mark of attention to our National

Church.

We rejoice in the renewed expression of your Majesty's zeal for the propagation of

the reformed Protestant religion in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland ; and it

shall be our care, by a faithful application of the sum your Majesty has graciously

bestowed, to fulfil the pious and benevolent intentions of the royal donor.

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may protect your Ma-
jesty's person, prolong your days, and prosper your government ; that He may bless

the Queen and all the Royal Family ; that He may continue with us the many na-

tional privileges which we enjoy under your Majesty's mild administration, and
transmit them as a precious inheritance to our children, and our children's children

;

and that, after a long reign over a fi-ee, a loyal, and a happy people, you may receive

from him the recompence of a heavenly crown, are the fervent prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obe-

dient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

Thomas Chalmers, Moderator.
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IV.

Sess, 9, Mai/ 26, 1832.— Commission of fhe General Assembhj to certain Ministers and
Ruling Eldei's for discussing Affairs referred to thgnu

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess.^, May 2%, 1832.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1832.

—

Standing Orders to he observed as to Procedure in the General
Assembly.

1. That the Committee of Overtures shall be appointed to meet on the evening of

the first Thursday of the Assembly, immediately after the rising of the committee for

revising commissions, and again on the following morning at ten o'clock.

2. That there shall be (wo sessions held on the first Friday of the Assembly, the

one thereof at twelve o'clock noon, to be spent in prayer, as at present ; the other as

soon thereafter as the Assembly may choose to appoint, for the purpose of hearing

the reports of the committees on bills and overtures, and for the arrangement and
dispatch of business generally.

3. That the practice of reading the Answer to the King's Letter, or any address,

paragraph by paragraph, in the Assembly itself, be dispensed with in future, reserving

the right of members to make such observations as may occur to them thereon as at

present,

4. That on the second Thursday of its sitting, the Assembly shall determine when
reports of committees, not previously lodged and disposed of by special order, shall

be taken up.

5. That rolls of the order of causes, overtures, reports, and other matters of busi-

ness, shall be printed for the use of the members of Assembly.

6. That, in as far as may be possible, separate days shall be set apart for the hear-

ing of causes, and consideration of overtures.

7. That when a Presbytery acquiesces in the sentence of a Synod, it shall not be
cniitled to appear as a separate party at the bar of the Assembly ; but the members
of Presbytery shall nevertheless be heard as members of Synod.

8. That in no case shall there be more than two speeches for each party at the bar,

besides the reply, to which the appellant or complainer shall be entitled. And when
there are more than two parties, there shall only be one speaker, and one speech for

each, besides the reply. It being understood that where there is more than one com-
plainer, each shall be considered as a different party only in case of its appearing to

the Assembly that the complaints rest upon distinctly separate grounds.

VII.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1832.

—

Overture on the Form of Process.

(See Act 11th, 1832.)
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VIII.

Sess. ult.. May 28, 1832.— Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing be-

yond the Bounds of this Church, before their entrance on the Study of Divinity.

(Rc-transmitted.)

IX.

Sess. ult., 3Iay 28, 1832.

—

-Overtures and Interim Acts relative to the Attendance of
Students of Divinity on the Classes of Church History and Hebrew.

( Re-transmit ted.

)

Sess. ult., May 28, 1832.

—

Report of the Committee appointed by the General Assembly

for Classing Returns as to Schools.

The Committee beg leave to report to the venerable Assembly :

—

1. That the following Presbyteries have made returns, including every parish with-

in their respective bounds, and specifying, with more or less minuteness, the state of

the parochial schools, and in the greater number of instances the state of private

schools also, viz. :

—

Aberbrothock,

Aberdeen,

Aberlour,

Alford,

Annan,
Brechin,

Chirnside,

Cupar,
Dalkeith,

Dumbarton,
Dundee,

Dunse,
Ellon,

Fordoun,
Fordyce,

Forfar,

Garioch,

Inverness,

Kincardine-O'Neil,

Kelso,

Lanark,

Lauder,

Lewis,

Linlithgow,

Lochmr.ben,

jVIeigle,

Mull,

Penpont,
Selkirk,

Strathbogie,

Tongue.

2. That the following Presbyteries have made returns, which include nearly all the

parishes within their respective bounds, viz.:

—

Abernethy, Dumfries, Lochcan'on,

Auchterarder, Elgin, Lorn,
Ayr, Haddington, North Isles,

Biggar,
,

Jedburgh, Peebles,

Deer, Kirkcudbright, Perth,

Dunbar, Kirkcaldy, St Andrews,
Dunfermline, Lerwick, Stranraer.

3. That only a few parishes are noticed in the returns from the Presbyteries of

Edinburgh and Irvine, and but one in that from the Presbytery of Hamilton ; while

the report sent by the Presbytery of Turriff is in the form of a general certificate

written on the back of the commission paper; and the report from Paisley is also

very brief.

4. That the following Presbyteries have made no returns, viz, :—
Abertai-ff, Cairston, Dunkeld,
Burravoe, Dingwall, Dunoon,
Chanonry, Dornoch, Forres,

Caithness, Dunblane, Glasgow,
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Inverary, Nairn, Tain,

Kintyre, Skye, Uist,

Kirkwall, Stirling, Wigton.

Langholm,

5. That several of the returns, such as those from the Presbytery of Aberdeen, in-

cluding very minute details of the state of education in the West Parish of Aberdeen,

and from the Presbyteries of St Andrews, Cupar, Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline, Dumfries,

Ayr, Linlithgow, and some others, appear to be made with most commendable at-

tention.

6. That the Presbyteries of Mull and Lewis complain again of the irregular con-

duct of certain teachers within their bounds, who have been publicly preaching on

the Lard's Day, and at other times. But this irregularity, in so far as the Presbytery

of Mull is concerned, being now under the consideration of a committee of the Ge-
neral Assembl}', is in the way of being prevented in future.

7. That two of the school-houses in Glenorchy and Inishail, in the Presbytery of

Lorn, are represented as being very much out of repair, and even dangerous to the

health of the scholars, and that the schoolmasters of Kilchrennan and Dalavich, in

the same Presbytery, have no dwelling-house assigned to them.

8. That all the Presbyteries of the Church ought to have asupply of printed sche-

dules on which to make their returns. Owing to the want of these, it is apprehend-

ed, the reports are, in several instances, not regular as to form, and defective.

9. That it is with great pleasure the committee observe, that the plan of instruction

which is so successfully followed in the Sessional School of Edinburgh is adopted,

and also that infant schools are opened in several parishes.

10. That while the committee entertain no doubt that, in teaching the principles

of religion, the Church Catechism, along with the Bible, is universally employed in

the parochial schools, they would like to see the daily use of it recognised by a for-

mal statement in all, as it is in many, of the returns.

11. That in the foUovcing parishes, viz. the West Parish of Greenock, the Abbey of

Paisley, and Lady Parish, in the Presbytery of North Isles, it appears that there is

no parochial school.

William Muir, Convener.

XL
Sess. ult., May 28, 1832.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be, holden at Edin-

burgh, on Thursday, the 16th "day of JLiy 1833.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lke, CI. Ecd. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 16, 1833.

I.

Sesi. 1, May 16, 1833,— The King's Commission to the Right Honourable Lord
JDelhaven,

GULIELMUS, &C.
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II.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1833.

—

His Majesty's Letter to the General Assembly of the Church

of Scotland.

William, R., &c.

m.

Sess. 3, Mai/ 17, 1833.— The General AssemUi/i Answer to the King's most gracions

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 20, 1833.— The General Assembly's Loyal and Dutiful Address to the

King.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Church of Scotland, beg leave to avail ourselves of our annual meeting in General

Assembly, to approach the throne with the assurance of our most cordial and affec-

tionate attachment to your ISIajesty's person and family ; and to express to your Ma-
jesty our most sincere and heartfelt congratulations on your providential escape from

the daring and treasonable attack which was made upon your Majesty's sacred person

since the last Assembly of this National Church. VVe have fell, in common with all

other classes of your Majesty's faithful subjects, the utmost abhorrence of that most

audacious act ; and we now embrace the earliest opportunity that the constitution

of this Assembly has afforded, of recording our unanimous sentiments, along with

those of the nation at large.

That Almighty God may long preserve your Majesty to reign over a loyal, happy,

and religious people, and that the royal sceptre may descend in your Illustrious

House, with undiminished splendour, to the latest posterity, are.

May it please your Majesty, the united prayers of the Ministers and Elders

of the Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

John Stirling, Moderator.

Sess, 9, May 24, 1833.

—

Declaratory Enactment and Recommendation as to Colonial

Churches.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland did, and hereby do, enact and

declare, That it is proper and expedient for ordained ministers of the Church of

Scotland connected with fixed congregations in any of the British Colonies, to form

themselves, where circumstances permit, into Presbyteries and Synods, adhering to

the Standards of this Church, and maintaining her form of worship and government.

That no minister should be received as a member of any such Presbytery or

Synod, when first formed, who has not been ordained by a Presbytery of this Church;

that no minister of this Church should be afterwards received as a member who does

not come specially recommended from the Presbytery by which he was ordained, or
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in which he has last resided ; and that no probationer of this Church should receive or-

dination from anj' such Presbytery, except on his producing extract of licence, with

a testimonial of his good character, from the Presbytery or Presbyteries within whose
bounds he has resided, down to the time of his leaving Scotland.

That it is not expedient for such Presbyteries, in the present state of education in

the Colonies, to exercise the power of licensing Probationers; but that licentiates of

the Church of Scotland, who shall be ordained by any such Presbytery to particular

charges in the manner above described, shall remain in full communion with the

Church of Scotland, and retain all the rights and privileges which belong to licen-

tiates or ministers of this Church ; and that members of congregations, under the

charge of ministers so ordained, shall, on co'iiing to Scotland, be admitted to Church
privileges, on the production of satisfactory certificates of their religious and moral
character, from the minister and session of the congregation to which they have seve-

rally belonged.

And the Assembly earnestly recommend to all ministers and probationers of this

Church, who remove to those Colonies in which such Presbyteries are constituted,

to put themselves under the inspection of the Presbytery of the bounds within which
they may reside ; and, in the event of their returning to this country, to produce

testimonials from such Presbytery or tPresbyteries of their character and conduct
during their absence.

The General Assembly further named a standing committee to correspond with

such Churches in the Colonies, for the purpose of giving advice on any question

with regard to which they may choose to consult the Church of Scotland, and afford-

ing them such aid as it may be in the power of the committee to give in all matters

affecting their rights and interests.

VI.

Sess. 10, 3Iay 25, 1833 Declaratory Enactment an to Parliamentary Churches.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland did, and hereby do, enact and

declare, That the whole districts in Scotland, now or to be hereafter provided with

places of worship and ministers, in terms of the Acts 4th Geo. IV. c. 79, and 5th

Geo. IV. c. 90, shall be, and are hereby, from and after this date, erected into separate

parishes quoad sacra, and to that effect are hereby declared to be disjoined and se-

parated from the parishes of which they at present constitute a part. And the Ge-

neral Assembly further enact and declare, that all ministers, already inducted or set-

tled as ministers within the said districts, or who shall hereafter be inducted and

settled in the same, shall be and are hereby authorised to exercise and enjoy, within

their respective districts, the whole powers and privileges now competent to parish

ministers of this Church, and that as fully and freely in every respect, and without

molestation or interference, as if their respective districts had been ordinary parishes,

and they had been regularly inducted as ministers thereof. Moreover, the General

Assembly hereby declares, that the said ministers are and shall be constituent mem-

bers of all Presbyteries, Synods, Church Courts, and Judicatories whatsoever, and

shall enjoy every privilege, as fully and freely, and with equal powers, as parish mi-

nisters of this Church ; hereby enjoining and req\uring all Presbyteries, Synods,

Church Courts, and Judicatories, within whose bounds the said churches arc or shall

be situated, to receive and enrol the said ministers as members thereof, and put

them, in all respects, on a footing of Presbyterian equality with the parish ministers

of this Church, giving, granting, and committing to the said ministers
_
the like

powers and authority, and privileges, now pertuiuing by law to parochial min'sters of

this Church, within their respective bounds.
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VIT.

Sess. 10, May 25, 1833.— Commission ofthe General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VIII.

Sess. 10, May 25, 1833.— Commission to some Mijiisters and Euling Elders for the

f. Reformation ofthe Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's

Royal Bounty.

K The General Assembly, &c.

P IX.

Sess. nit., May 27, 1833

—

Acts relative to the Attendance of Students ofDivinity on the

Classes of Church History and Hebrew.

The General Assembly, with consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of this

Church, hereby enact and ordain,

I. That every student of divinity shall, on application to be taken on trials before

any Presbytery, produce a certificate or certificates of having regularly attended the

class of Church History, during two of the sessions which he claims to be considered

as sessions of regular attendance at the Divinity Hall, if such a class exist in the Uni-

versity or Universities at which he has prosecuted his theological studies.

II. That every student of divinity shall henceforth attend the Hebrew class, in

one or other of the Universities during two of the sessions which he claims to be con-

sidered as sessions of regular attendance at the Divinity Hall ; and that the certifi-

cate or certificates of such attendance shall in every case be required by Presbyteries

before receiving students of divinity on trials : it being understood, that a senior and

junior class are taught by every Professor of Hebrew at separate hours.

X.

Sess. ult, May 27, 1833.— Overture on the Form of Process.

(Re-transmitted.)

XI.

Sess. ult, May 27, 1833.— Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing be-

yond the Bounds of this Church, before their entrance on the Study of Divinity.

(Re-transmitted.)

xn.
Sess. ult.. May 27, 1833.-

—

Report of the Committee appointed by the General Assembly

for Classing Returns relative to Schools.

The Committee appointed to examine the Returns as to the Examination of Schools

beg leave to report,

I. That returns have been received firom thirty-two Presbyteries, bearing that the

schools in all the parishes within their bounds have been examined during the past

years, viz. :

—

Aberlour, Brechin, Ellon,

Alford, Burravoe, Fordoun,

Annan, Cupar, Fordyce,

Arbroath, Dalkeith, Forfar,

Auchterarder, Deer, Garioch,

Biggar, Dundee, Inverness,

6o
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Kincardine-O'Neil, Lewis, Selkirk,

Kintyre, Meigle, St Andrews,
Kirkcudbright, Mull, Tongue,
Lanark, North Isles, Turriff.

Langholm, Penpont,

IL That returns have been received from twenty-five Presbyteries, bearing that the

schools, in a greater or less proportion, of the parishes in their bounds have been ex-

amined, viz. :

—

I
Aberdeen, Dunse, Lauder,

Ayr, Edinburgh, Lochcarron,

Chirnside, Elgin, • Lochmaben,
Dornoch, Haddington, Peebles,

Dumfries, Hamilton, Perth, '*

Dumbarton, Irvine, Stranraer,

Dunbar, Kelso, Strathbogie,

Dunblane, Kirkcaldy, Uist,

Dunfermline,

And that in some of these returns, reasons are assigned for there being no reports 83:

to some of the schools, which appear satisfactory to the committee.

HI. That it appears that there are twenty-two Presbyteries who have sent no re-:j(

turns this year, and that of these, Kirkwall and Wigton have sent none for the last 'i

five years, and Cairston, Caithness, Chanonry, Dunkeld, Forres, Glasgow, Inverary,

Stirling, and Tain, none for the last six. It seems, therefore, extremely desirable ,

that measures should be adopted by the Assembly to obtain compliance with their

instructions from all the Presbyteries of the Church, and especially from those which

have of late habitually neglected them.

IV. That considerable irregularity still exists in the manner in which these reports

are made up, which might in a great measure be obviated by the use of the schedules

printed by order of the Assembly. These schedules have not been used in twenty-

five of the returns this year transmitted, and of these, returns from Langholm and

Turriff are simply marked on the back of the commission to their representatives,

and that from Hamilton consists of lengthened separate reports from the various

parishes ; a mode which, if in any degree generally practised, would vastly increase

the labours of the conunittte appointed to examine the annual returns, and which,

besides, docs not afford so clear a view of the state of education in the district. It

may be added, that in no fewer than fourteen of the returns, either date or signature,

or both, are wanting.

V. That great care and attention seem to have been bestowed on the preparatioa

of many of these returns, of which those from Brechin, Cupar, Mull, St Andrews,

Aberdeen, Ayr, Kirkcaldy, and the Tron Church and St Stephen's parishes in Edin-

burgh, may be particularly noticed ; and that a gratifying indication is abundantly

exhibited of the advantages that result from a faithful discharge of the duties of Pres-

byteries in examining the seminaries of education within their respective bounds. In

many of the reports it is stated, that religions instruction is well attended to in the

schools, and, particularly, that the Scriptures are daily read, the Church Catechisms i

regularly taught, and the schools opened with prayer ; and while these circumstances

are not adverted to in the other reports, the committee have, at the same time, no

reason to believe that any Presbytery is unmindful of these most important points, in

its inquiry into the manner in which the schools under its superintendence are con-

ducted.

VI. In reference to the complaints which were in former years made by the Pres-

bytery of Mull, regarding the conduct of some of the teachers employed in then

bounds, by the Edinburgh Gaelic School Society, the committee arc happy to

observe, that the proceedings adopted by last Assembly have had the effect of re-
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moving, in a great degree, the grounds of complaint on the part of the Presbytery.

At the same time, it is stated in the report, that two of the teachers, while they ab-

stain from publicly exhorting as before, " still refuse to attend the stated ministration

a{ ordinances," and that the Society have " intimated, that they have no rule pre-

scribing to their teachers an attendance on ordinances."

VII. That ill Irvine, in consequence of the school having been recently attached

to a chartered academy, there is now no parochial school, a want which seems likely

to be in some degree supplied in Cupar, by the munificent bequest of the late Dr
Andrew Bell for the foundation of a school in that place. A copy of that part of Dr
Bell's will which contains the bequest has been transmitted, along with the report,

from the Presbytery of Cupar. In Largs, Presbytery of Irvine, the parish school has

been shut up, without any reason being assigned to the Presbytery, except that the

scholars had disappeared.

VIII. That the only other circumstances mentioned in the returns, which it appears

to the committee necessary to notice in their report, are, that in Glenshiel, Presbytery

of Lochcarron, there is no school-house ; that in Cupar Presbytery a teacher in the

parish of Kettle declined to submit to the examination of the Presbytery ; that in the

Presbytery of Irvine, and parish of Kilbirnie, there are two teachers whose characters

and conduct are described as in various respects objectionable ; that in Nesting, Pres-

bytery of Burravoe, the station of the parochial school has been most injudiciously

altered last year, so as to reduce the scholars from 68 to 19 ; and that in the Presby
tery of North Isles, Lady Parish, and the united parishes of Cross, Burness, and

1 North Ronaldshay, have only one centrical school supported by the heritors, instead

t of separate parochial schools, an arrangement manifestly defective, and at variance

with the law, while the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge,
not very consistently with its rules, (but probably from a desire to supply a glaring

defect,) has established a school in Lady Parish, and two in North Ronaldshay. In

regard to some of these objectionable facts, it may, perhaps, only be necessary for the

Assembly to recommend to the different Presbyteries .to exercise the prudence and
zeal which have formerly, in similar circumstances, happily conduced to the great end
of affording moral and religious instruction to the rising generation.

(Signed) John Cook, Convener.

XIIL

Sess. ult., May 27, 1833.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be holden at Edin-

burgh, on Thursday, the 22d day of May 1834.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, b}'

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

Note 1 The General Assembly of 1833 had under their consideration certain Overtures on the system

of National Education in Ireland. The following appears in the Abridgment on this subject :

—

"The General Assembly called for the Overtures on the system of National Education lately introduced

in Ireland. The Overtures from the Synod of Aberdeen, the Presbytery of Haddington, the Synod of

Moray, the Presbytery of Dingwall, and the Presbytery of Alford, were then read. The following motion

as made and seconded ;—That the General Assembly, being convinced that the only sure foundation of

sound morality and useful knowledge is to be found in the revealed Word of God, are of opinion that no

countenance from the government of this realm ought to be bestowed on any system of National

Education, of which instruction in the Holy Scriptures does not form an essential part : That they have

observed with much regret and disappointment, that a system of National Education is still main-

tained in Ireland, in which no adequate provision is made for the daily reading of the entire Word of God,

in the authorised version, without note or comment; and that they feel it incumbent upon them, as repre-

senting a branch of the Protestant Church, to petition Parliament against any further countenance being

given to such a system. Another motion was made and seconded. That as the petitions of the last General

Assembly expressed the decided and unanimous opinion of the Church of Scotland, that any scheme for the

education of the people of Ireland ought to secure the daily use of the Scriptures in the authorised Pro-

testant version, without note or comment, as part of the regular instruction of the scholars in a daily Bible
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1
I THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT ,i

EDINBURGH, MAY 22, 1834.

I

Sess. 1, May 22, 1834.— T/te King's Commission to the Right Honourable Lord
Belhaven.

GULIELMUS, &C.

class, for all Protestant children, and all others desirous to avail themselves of that privilege, in order that

they may thus become acquainted with the whole truths and doctrines of our holy religion, the General As-
sembly, retaming the same opinion, and earnestly and fervently trusting that full effect will be given to it

by the Legislature, do not, however, feel themselves called upon at present again to petition Parliament on
the subject. It was agreed that the state of the vote should be. First or Second Motion ; and the roll being

called, and votes marked, it carried First Motion, by a majority of 162 to 59. The General Assembly ac-

cordingly appointed a committee to prepare a petition to both Houses of Parliament, and to report."

—

Ed. 1843.

Note 2.—Overtures on the Settlement of Parishes were also this year discussed " The General Assembly
called for the Overtures relating to the Settlement of Parishes, including the Overtures on Calls and the

Overtures on Patronage. The Overture from the Synod of Moray anent the Settlement of Ministers in

Vacant Parishes, and several other Overtures, having been read, the General Assembly proceeded to the

consideration of the Overtures on Calls. It was moved and seconded. That the General Assembly, having

maturely weighed and considered the various Overtures now before them, do find and declare, that it is,

and has been ever since the Reformation, a fi.xed principle in the law of this Church, that no minister shall

be intruded into any pastoral charge contrary to the will of the congregation ; and considering that doubts

and misapprehensions have existed on this important subject, whereby the just and salutary operation of

the said principle has been impeded, and in many cases defeated, the General Assembly further declare it

to be their opinion, that the dissent of a majority of the male heads of families resident within the parish,

being members of the congregation, and in communion with the Church at least two years previous to the

day of moderation, whether such dissent shall be expressed with or without the assignment of reasons,

ought to be of conclusive effect in setting aside the presentee, (under the patron's nomination,) save and
except where it is clearly establishud by the patron, presentee, or any of the minority, that the said dissent

is founded in corrupt and malicious combination, or not truly founded on any o!)jection personal to the

presentee, in regard to his ministerial gifts or qualifications, either in general, or with reference to

that particular parish ; and in order that this declaration may be carried into full effect, that a committee

shall be appointed to prepiire the best measure for carrying it into efi'cct acconlii\j;ly, and to report to the

next General Assembly. Another motion was made and seconded. That the General Assembly declare,

that in all cases in which a person is presented to a vacant parish, it is, by the law of the Church, sanc-

tioned by the law of the land, competent for the h«ads of families in full and regular communion with the

Church to give in to the Presbytery within the bounds of which the vacant parish lies, objections of

whatever nature against the pre-entee, or against the settlement taking place ; that the Presbytery shall

deliberately consider these objections ; that if they find them unfounded, or originating from causeless

prejudices, they shall proceed to the settlement ; but if they find that they are well founded, that they re-

ject the presentation, the presentee being unqualified to receive it ; it being competent to the parties to

appi'al from the sentence if they see cause. The Assembly further appoint a committee to prepare regu-

lations, in conformity to this deliverance, for the guidance of Presbyteries in the settlement of parishes, and

report to the next General Assembly. After long reasoning, the motions were put to the vote, and it was

agreed that the state of the vote should be. First or Second Jlotion ; and the roll being called, and votes

marked, it carried Second Motion, by a majority of 149 to 137. Therefore, the General Assembly

declare and find in terms of the Second Motion. From this judgment Mr Samuel Meirtin dissented in his

own name, and in name of all who shouki adhere to him." Ed. 1843.

Note 3 A discussion also took place on Patronage. The following is the notice of it :

—

'* The General Assembly called for the Overtures on Patronage, which were read, and several members

heard on the subject. It was moved and seconded. That the General Assembly do now empower and direct

the Commission to make due application to the King and Parliament for redress of the grievance of Patron-

age, in case a favourable opportunity for so doing shall occur during the subsistence of the present Com-
mission. Another motion was made and seconded, That it is the opinion of this Assembly, that after the

proceedings which have already taken place in regard to the question of Calls, it is unnecessary and inex-

pedient to adopt at present any further proceeding in reference to Patronage. And the vote being called

for, it was agreed that the state of the vote shall be. First or SecondjMotion ; and the roll being called, and

votes marked, it carried Second Motion, by a majority of 134 to 33. And, therefore, the General Assembly

find in terms of the Second Motion. From this judgment the following members entered their dissent :

—

Mr Alexander Clark, James Bridges, Esq., Dr Welsh. Mr Macuaughion, W. Howison Crawfurd, Esq.,

Mr W. Ross Taylor, AV. F. Hunter Lawrie, Esq., and A. Johnston, Esq."

—

Ed, 1843.
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II.

Sess. 1, May 22, 1834.

—

His Majesty s Letter to the General Assembly of the Church

of Scotland.

William, R., &c.

ni.

Sess. 3, May 23, 183-i.— The General Assembly's Answer to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 5, May 26, 1834 The General Assembly s Address of Thanks to the King.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's faithful and dutiful subjects, the ministers and elders of the

General Assembly of the ('hurch of Scotland, beg leave to approach your Majesty
with the renewed assurance of our steady and unaltered attachment to your person
and government.

While, as Scotsmen, we feci gratified in viewing the ancient abode of your Ma-
jesty's royal predecessors adorned and enlivened by the temporary residence of your
representative, we desire, as members of the Church of Scotland, to recognise in

this arrangement a new proof of your Majesty's considerate regard for the honour
of our National Establishn;ent, and an additional pledge of your adherence to that

sacred compact which unites the Church to the State.

We entreat permission to acknowledge most gratefully the readiness with which
your Majesty's Commissioner, acting, as we are well assured, by your Eoyal instruc-

tions, has complied with the wishes of the Church and people of Scotland, in re-

moving all pretence for abusing his Grace's presence amongst us, as an excuse for

the neglect or violation of the duties of the Sabbath ; and we regard this compliance
as affording a confirmation of our confidence in your Majesty's solicitude for the

best interests of our ecclesiastical institutions, and a fresh testimony of the judg-

ment displayed in selecting a nobleman who is a member and elder of our National

Church, and who is so well entitled to our esteem and gratitude, to represent your
person in this Assembly.

That the Providence of Almighty God may grant your Majesty long to reign in

the hearts of a free, loyal, and affectionate people, is the prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most loyal, and
most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Church of

Scotland met in General Assembly.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

Patrick M'Farlan, Moderator.

V.

Sess. i(h., June 2, 1834.— The General Assembly's Address to the King on the

Abolition of Slavery.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and eldei's of
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the Church of Scotland, beg leave to embrace the opportunity which our meetin"- in

the General Assembly affords us of approaching your Majesty's throne, for the pur-
pose of expressing the lively satisfaction with which we have observed that an act

has recently been passed by the legislature, in consequence of which the system of
slavery, so long contemplated by ourselves and our brethren wdth feelings of regret
and anxiety, will, before the termination of the present year, stand abolished for ever
throughout the British dominions. We humbly beg to congratulate your Majesty on
this event, as one which cannot fail to bestow eminent dislinctioa on your ]\lajesty's

reign, and to afford so great facilities for the spread of the Gospel throughout your
Majesty's colonies. That, by the blessing of God resting on your Majesty's efforts

for giving effect to the act referred to, these efforts may be crowned with an abun-
dant measure of success, is the fervent prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,
and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders met in the Ge-
neral Assembly of the National Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

Patrick M'Farlan, Moderator.

VI.

Sess. 10, May 31, 1834.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and B.uling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint the Rev. Dr
Patrick M'Farlan, minister of the West Church of Greenock, their Moderator ; and
from the Presbytery of Dunoon, Mr John Macdougall at Lochgoilhead, Mr Joseph
Stark at Kilfinnan, ministers ; Dr Daniel Dcwar, Principal of Marischal College,

Aberdeen, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Rothsay, John Ker, Esq., of Raeside.

From the Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr Daniel Kelly at Campbeltown, Mr Alexander i

Cameron at Kilchoman, Mr John M'Artluir at Kilcalinonell, ministers; John Fie-

|

riling, Esq., of Moisdale, Captain R. N., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Campbel-
town, George Macneal, Esq., of Ugadale. From the Presbytery of Inverary, Mr
Colin Smith at Inverary, Mr Peter Mackichan at Lochgilphead, ministers ; Duncan
Macneill, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Inverary, Robert Mac-
kenzie, Esq. of Sallachry, W.S. From the Presbytery of Lorn, ]\Ir William Eraser]

at Kilchrenan, j\Ir Donald Macnaughton at Duror, ministers; George Buchan,
Esq., of Kelloe, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Mull, Mr John Macleod
at Morven, Mr Angus Maclainc at Ardnamurchan, Mr David Stewart at Ken-
lochspelve, ministers ; Ranaitl Macdonald, Esq., of Staffa, Advocate, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Dunkeld, Mr William Herdman at Rattray, Mr John
Stewart at Blair-Athol, Mr Michael Stirling at Cargill, Mr Henry Henderson
at Kinclaven, ministers ; Archibald Butter of Faskaliy, Esq., John Muir Mac-
kenzie, younger of Delvine, Esq., ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Perth,

Mr John Findlay at Perth, Mr James Esdaile at Perth, Mr John Edward Touch]
at Kinnoul, Mr David Duncan at Abernethy, ministers ; Adam Pringle, Esq.,

Lord Provost of Perth, James Mellis Nairne, Esq., of Dunsinnan, ruling elders.

From the Burgh of Perth, Thomas Robert Sandenian, Esq., wine-merchant in Perth.

From the Presbytery of Stirhng, Mr John Caw at Bothkennar, Mr Christopher Greig
at St Ninian's, Mr John Dempster at Denny, ministers ; Dr Muschet of Birkhill,

ruling elder. From the Burgh of Stirling, Thomas Balfour, Esq., of Blackburn.

From the Presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr John Brown at Gleudovan, Mr John Clark

at Blackford, Mr Peter Brydie at Fossoway, ministers ; John Moubray, Esq., of Cam- I

bus, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunblane, Mr William Wylie at Port, i

Mr Robert C. Graham at Aberfoil, ministers ; Henry Paul, Esq., Accountant in

Glasgow, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunfermline, Mr William Forfar at

Saline, Dr George Dalziel Craig Buchanan at Kinross, Mr Andi-cw Bethune Dun-
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can at Culross, ministers ; Henry Beveridge of Inzievar, Esq., ruling elder. From
the Burgh of Dunfermline, John Campbell, Esq., of Carbrook, W.S. From the
Burgh of Culross, Henry Cockburn, Esq., his Majesty's Solicitor- General for Scot-
land. From the Burgh of Inverkeiihing, James Newton, Esq., VV. S. From the
Presbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr John Maclachlan at Wemyss, Mr George Brewster at

Scoonie, ministers ; Charles Maitland Christie, Esq., of Durie, ruling elder. From
the Burgh of Kirkcaldy, Mr Alexander Balfour, merchant in Kirkcaldy. From the
Burgh of Burntisland, Alexander Hutchison, Esq., writer in Edinburgh. From the
Presbyfery of Cupar, Mr Joseph Crichton at Ceres, Mr Andrew Melville at Logic,
]\lr John Macfarlane at Collessie, Mr Adam Cairns at Dunboig, ministers; James
Anstruther, Esq., W. S., John Govan, Esq., W. S., ruling elders" From the Burgh
of Cupar, Peter Walker, Esq., of Muirhead. From the Presbytery of St Andrews,
Dr James Macdonald at Kemback, Dr Thomas Laurie at Newburn, Mr George
Wright at Kingsbarns, Mr William Nicolson at Ferry-Port-on -Craig, ministers;

John Hope, Esq., Uean of the Faculty of Advocates, Dr George Cook, Professor of
Moral Philosophy, St Andrews, ruling elders. From the Burgh of St Andrews, Dr
Thomas Gillespie, St Andrews. From the University of St Andrews, Dr Robert
Haldanc, Principal of St M.iry's College. From the Burgh of Pittenweem, Andrew
Johnston, Esq., younger of llennyhill. From the Burgh of Crail, Mr Peter Jarvis,

farmer, Wester Newhall. From the Burgh of Anstruther Easter, Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby Anstruther of Balcaskie, Baronet. From the Burgh of Anstruther Wester,

Robert Bruce, Esq., of Kennet. From the Presbytery of Meigle, Mr William Ram-
say at Alyth, Mr James S. Barty at Ruthven, JNIr James Flowerdew at Essay and
Nevay, ministers ; George Smith, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presby-
tery of Forfar, Mr George Loudon at Inverarity, Mr William Ogilvie at Cortachy,
ministers ; Andrew Alexander, Esq., Professor of Greek in the United College of St
Andrews, i-uling elder. From the Burgh of Forfiir, Henry Baxter, Esq., of Idvies,

Advocate. From the Presbytery of Dundee, Dr Patrick Maicvicar at Dundee, Mr
Alexander Davie at Inchture, Mr James Thomson at Dundee, ministers ; Alexander
Balfour, Esq., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Dundee, Alexander Keay, Esq.,

Session-Clerk of Dundee. From the Presbytery of Aborbrothock, Mr Thomas Guth-
rie at Arbirlot, Mr James Whitson at Guthrie, ministers ; William Andson, Esq.,

Provost of Arbroath, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Aberbrothock, Sir James
Wellwood MoncreifF, Bart., one of the Senators of the College of Justice. From the

Presbytery of Brechin, Mr David Harris at Fern, Mr James Brewster at Craig, Mr
Thomas Hill at Logiepcrt, ministers; Henry D. Hill, Esq., W. S., ruling elder.

From the Burgh of Brechin, George Crawford, Esq., merchant in Montrose. From
the Presbytery of Fordoun, Mr Allan Stewart at Kinneff, Mr John Glegg at Bervie

Mr John Cook at Laurencekirk, ministers ; George Douglas, Esq., Sheriff-depute of

Kincardineshire, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Eervie, Alexander Gibbon, Esq.,

of Johnstone, Advocate in Aberdeen. From the Presbytery of Aberdeen, Dr Dun-
can Mearns, Professor of Divinity, King's College, Dr Alexander Black, Professor of

Divinity, Marischal College, Mr William Robertson Pirie at Dyce, Mr John Murray,
North Parish, ministers ; Professor Robert J. Brown, Marischal College, Dr John
Abercrombie, Physician in Edinburgh, ruling elders. From the City of Aberdeen, Mr
Alexander Harper, one of the present Bailies. From the King's College, Dr Patrick

Forbes, minister of Old Machar, and Professor of Humanity and Natural History in

King's College. From the Marischal College, John Cruickshank, Esq., Doctor ofLaws,
and Professor of Mathematics in said College. From the Presbytery of Kincardine-

O'Neil, Mr Alexander Macfarlane at Crathie, Mr Robert Milne at Aboyne, Mr Hugh
Burgess at Glenmuik, ministers; the Earl of Aboyne, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Alford, Mr James Paul at Tullynesslc, Mr James Farquharson at Alford,

Mr Robert iSIeiklejohn at Strathdon, ministers ; Colonel Leith Hay, younger of

Rannes, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Ellon, Mr Maxwell Gordon at Fo-
veran, Mr James Robertson at Ellon, ministers ; Mr Hercules Scott, Professor in

King's College, Aberdeen, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Garioch, Mr
Alexander Cushney at Oyne, Mr James Bisset at Bourtie, Mr Thomas Burnet rt

Daviot, ministers; Hugh Gordon, Esq., of Manaar, ruling elder. From the Pre.sby-
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tery of Deer, Mr Charles Gibbon at Lonmay, Mr William Donald at Peterhead, Mr
James Welsh at New Deer, ministers ; Alexander Youngson, Esq., W.S., ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Turriff, Mr George Ramsay Davidson at Drum-
blade, Mr John Manson at Fyvie, ministers ; James Grant Duff, Esq., of Eden,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Fordyce, Mr James Gardner at llathven, Mr
John Inncs at Fordyce, ministers ; James Macinnes, Esq., S. S. C, ruling elder.

From the Burgh of Cullen, James Mackenzie, Esq., W,S. From the Presbytery of

Stralhbogie, Mr James Walker at Huntly, Mr William Rennie at Bellie, ministers

;

Major Alexander Francis Taylor, at Rothiemay-house, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Abcrlour, Mr Lewis William Forbes at Boharm, Mr William Asher at In-

veraven, ministers; Richard Wharton Duff ofOrton, Esq., ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Abernethy, Mr Charles Macpherson at Tomentoul, Mr J. Robertson

Glass at Inch, ministers; the Hon. Colonel Francis William Grant of Grant, M.P.,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Elgin, Dr Richard Rose at Dralnie, Mr
William Gordon at Elgin, ministers; his Grace George Duke of Gordon, ruling

elder. From the Burgh of Elgin, Robert Bell, Esq., Advocate, Edinburgh. From
the Presbytery of Forres, Mr George Mackay at Rafford, Mr William Robertson at

Kinloss, ministers ; William Young, Esq., W.S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of

Forres, George Gumming, Esq., W.S. From the Presbytery of Nairn, Mr Alexander

Campbell at Croy, Mr Alexander Eraser at Cawdor, ministers ; William Macintosh,

Esq., of Geddes, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Nairn, James Campbell Brodic,

Esq., of Lethen. From the Presbytery of Inverness, Dr Alexander Rose at Inver-

ness, Mr Alexander Clark at Inverness, ministers ; Alexander David Eraser, Esq.,

W. S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Inverness, John Eraser, Esq., merchant, and
senior Bailie of the Burgh. From the Presbytery of Chanonr}', Mr Donald Sage at

Kirkmichael, Mr Alexander Stewart at Cromarty, ministers ; James Wardrope Dick-

son, Esq., Sheriff-Substitute of Stirlingshire, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Fort-

rose, the Rev. Archibald Brown of Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Tain, Mr
David Garment at Rosskeen, Mr Charles Ross Matheson at Kilmuir Easter, mini-

sters ; John Tawse, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Tain, Robert

Paul, Esq., Secretary to the Commercial Bank of Scotland. From the Presbytery of

Dingwall, Mr John Noble at Fodderty, Mr David Tulloch at Kiuloch Lcuchart,

ministers. From the Presbytery of Abertarff, Mr John Rlacintyre at Kilmanivaig,

!Mr Donald Cameron at Laggan, ministers; Robert Johnston, Esq., of Edinburgh,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Skye, Mr Coll Macdonald at Portree, Mr
James Souter at Duirinish, ministers ; Thomas Elder Baird, Esq., younger of For-

neth. Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lewis, Mr John Cameron at

Stornoway, Mr John Macrae at Cross, ministers ; Roderick Mackenzie, Esq., W.S.,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Uist, Mr Alexander Nicolson at Barra, Mr
Finlay Macrae at North Uist, ministers; John Bowie, Esq., W.S., ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Lochcarron, Dr Thomas Ross at Lochbroom, Mr Donald
Macrae at Poolewe, ministers ; Alexander Dunlop, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Dornoch, Mr James Campbell, Kildonan, Mr Donald Gordon
at Store, ministers ; John Maekay, Esq., of Rockfield, ruling elder. From the Burgh of

Dornoch, William Gibson-Craig, Esq., of Riccarton. From the Presbytery of Tongue,
Mr Angus Macgillivrayat Strathie,Mr George Tulloch at Edrachilles, ministers; James
Bridges, Esq., Writer to the Signet, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Caith-

ness, Mr Peter Jolly at Cannisby, Mr George Davidson at Latheron, ministers ; Ro-
bert Johnston, junior, Esq., W. S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Wick, Sir

James Gibson-Craig of Riccarton, Bart. From the Presbytery of Kirkwall, Mr
Andrew Smith at ifolm, Mr Peter Petrie at Kirkwall, ministers ; Alexander Earle

Monteith, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Kirkwall, Graham
Speirs, Esq., Advocate. From the Presbytery of Cairston, Mr Charles Clouston at

Sandwick, Mr Peter Learmonth at Stromness, ministers. William Graham Watt,

Esq., of Breckness, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of North Isles, Mr John
Armit at Westray, Mr Patrick Fairbairn at North Ronaldsay, ministers; Thomas
Balfour, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Lerwick, Mr James
Gardiner at Quarff, Mr Alexander Stark at Sandwick, ministers; Robert White,



1834 OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 1033

Esq., W. S., ruling elder. From tlie Presbytery of Burravoe, Mr John Macgowan
at Nesting, Mr William Stevenson at Northmaving, ministers ; Isaac Bayley, Esq.,

S. S. C, Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Edinburgh," ;Mr James
Grant at South Leith, Dr David Ritchie, Edinburgh, Mr Daniel Wilkie, Edinburgh,
Mr John Thomson at Duddingstone, Mr Henry Grey, Edinburgh, Dr John Gil-

christ, Canongate, ministers ; George Ross, Esq., Advocate, William Paul, Esq., Ac-
countant, Thomas Sawers, Esq., one of the Bailies of Edinburgh, ruling elders.

From the City of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable James Spittal, Lord Provost of
Edmburgh, Dr Alexander Macauley, one of the Councillors thereof. From the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, Dr George Husband Baird, Principal of said University.

From the Church in India, WiUiam Nicol, Esq. From the Presbytery of Linlith-

gow, Dr Andrew Bell at Linlithgow, Mr John Fergusson, junior, at Uphall, Mr
John Brown Patterson at Falkirk, ilr Andrew King at Torphichen, ministers;

James Maitland Hog, Esq., of Newliston, Robert Bauchope, Esq., ruling elders.

From the Burgh of Linlithgow, Alan Alexander Maconochie, Esq., Advocate,

younger of Meadowbank. From the Burgh of Queensferry, Donald Home, Esq.,

of Langwell, W.S. From the Presbytery of Biggar, Mr John Alpine at Skirling, Mr
Hamilton Paul at Broughton, ministers; Norman Lockhart, Esq., W.S., ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr Alexander Affleck at Lyne, Mr Patrick Robert-

son at Eddleston, ministers; James Robertson, Esq. W.S., ruling elder. From the

Burgh of Peebles, Adam White, Esq., merchant in Leith. From the Presbytery of

Dalkeith, Mr Thomas Wright at Borthwick, Mr Thomas Pitcairn at Cockpen, Mr
James Bannerman at Ormiston, ministers ; Robert Dundas of Arniston, Esq., Ad-
vocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Haddington, Mr John Aberncthy at

Bolton, Mr James Macfarlane at Humbie, Mr Robert Balfour Graham at North
Berwick, ministers ; the Most Noble Marquis of Tweeddale, ruling elder. From'
the Burgh of Haddington, Mr Thomas Dods, merchant, Haddington. From the

Burgh of North Berwick, Mr James Porteous of Gilford. From the Presbytery of

Dunbar, Mr John Thomson at Prestonkirk, Mr Andrew Baird at Cockburnspath, mi-

nisters ; William Home, Esq., Advocate, Sheriff-depute of Haddingtonshire, ruling

elder. From the Burgh of Dunbar, Simon Sawers, Esq,, Provost of the said burgh.

From the Presbytery of Dunse, ]Mr George Maclean at Fogo, INIr Walter Home at

Polwarth, ministers; Carlyle Bell, Esq., ^V. S., ruling elder. From the Presbytery

of Chimside, Mr John Edgar at Hutton, Mr Alexander Cuthbertson at Edrom, mi-

nisters ; David Milne, Esq., junior, of Milne-Graden, Advocate, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Kelso, Mr Joseph Thomson at Ednam, Mr John Sym at Sprous-

ton, ministers ; George Dunbar, Esq., Professor of Greek, Edinburgh, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr David Aitken at Minto, Mr John A. Wallace

at Hawick, Mr James Wight at Oxnam, ministers; Archibald Jerdon of Bonjed-

ward, Esq., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Jedburgh, William Oliver, Esq., of

Dinlabyre. From the Presbytery of Lauder, Mr Peter Cosens at Lauder, Mr James
Paterson at Gordon, ministers ; John Shank More, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder.

From the Burgh of Lauder, William Boswell, Esq., Advocate. From the Presbytery

of Selkirk, Mr Thomas Jolly at Bowden, Mr John Campbell at Selkirk, ministers

;

Alexander Pringle, Esq., of Whytebank, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Selkirk,

John Anderson, Esq., of Hathornbank. From the Presbytery of Annan, Dr Henry
Duncan at Ruthwell, Mr Richard Nivison at Middlebie, ministers ; William Grier-

son of Garroch, Esq., W.S., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Langholm,

Mr William Berry Shaw at Langholm, Mr Angus Barton at Castleton, mi-

nisters ; George Graham Bell, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Lochmaben, Dr William Singer at Kirkpatrick-Justa, Dr Robert Colvin at John-

ston, Mr David Buchan Dowie at Drysdale, ministers ; William Francis Hunter
Laurie, Esq., W. S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Lochmaben, Robert Threshie,

Esq., junior, of JNIousewald Place. From the Presbytery of Penpont, Mr Robert

Wilson at Tynron, Mr George Smith at Penpont, ministers; Sir Thomas Kirkpa-

trick, Bart., of Closebura, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Sanquhar, Robert Whig-
ham of Lochpatrick, Esq., Advocate. From the Presbytery of Dumfries, Mr John
Yorston at Torthorwald, Mr WilUam Thorburn at Troqueer, Mr John Wightman at

6 p
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Kirkmahoe, ministers ; William Woodburn, Esq., of Terregles, ruling elder. From
the Burgh of Dumfries, John Barker, Esq., Treasurer of said burgh. From the Pres-

bytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr John Maclellan at Kclton, Mr Thomas Turnbull at

Anwoth, Mr George Hamilton at Kirkcudbright, ministers ; David Welsh, Esq., of

Collin, W.S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Kirkcudbright, Alexander Craig, Esq.,

of Ann Street, Stockbridge, Edinburgh. From the Burgh of New Galloway, James
Morgan, Esq., S.S.C, Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Wigton, Mr Christo-

pher Nicholson at Whithorn, Mr Samuel Clanaghan at Glasserton, ministers ; John
Marshall, Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Wigton, James Smith,

Esq., of Monkhill, residing in Wigton. From the Burgh of Whithorn, Alexander
Hannay, Esq., Physician in Glasgow. From the Presbytery of Stranraer, Mr Wil-
liam Mackergo at New Luce, Mr John Lamb at Kirkmaiden, ministers ; Alexander
Smith, Esq., VV.S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Stranraer, William Black, Esq.,

merchant in Stranraer. From the Presbytery of Ayr, Dr John Stirling at Craigie,

Mr John Stewart at Sorn, Mr Robert Houston at Dalmellington, Mr James Chrys-
tal at Auchinleck, Mr Alexander Duncan at Coylton, ministers ; William Campbell,

Esq., of Netherplace, Charles Ferguson, Esq., Advocate, ruling elders. From the

Burgh of Ayr, John Cowan, lisq., Advocate. From the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr
David Strong at Kilmarnock, Mr George Colville at Beith, Mr James Drummond
at Cumbrae, Mr John Bryce at Ardrossan, ministers ; the Lord Justice-Clerk, Wil-

liam Howieson Crawfurd of Crawfurdland, Esq., ruling elders. From the Burgh of

Irvine, Captain John Brooks of Knockewart. From the Presbytery of Paisley, Mr
llobert Douglas at Kilbarchan, Dr Andrew Stewart at Erskine, Mr Alexander Flem-
ing at Neilston, ministers ; John Shaw Stewart, Esq., Advocate, Dr John Speirs,

Physician, Greenock, ruling elders. From the Burgh of Renfrew, Mr John Stewart,

Wright and merchant in Renfrew, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Hamilton,

Dr John Russell at Dalserf, Dr James Begg at New Monkland, Dr Matthew Gardi-

ner at Bothwell, ministers ; Walter Campbell, Esq., of Sunderland, in Islay, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Lanark, Mr John Wilson at Lesmahago, Mr William

X^mb at Carmichael, ministers ; William Dickson, Esq., wine-merchant, Leith, rul-

ing elder. From the Burgh of Lanark, James Wyld, Esq., of Gilston, merchant in

Leith. From the Presbytery of Glasgow, Mr William Burns at Kilsyth, Mr John
Watson at Cumbernauld, Dr William Black at Glasgow, Mr John Forbes at Glas-

gow, ministers ; William Brown, Esq., merchant in Glasgow, Archibald Young, Esq.,

Writer there, ruling elders. From the City of Glasgow, William Gilmour, Esq., mer-

chant, and one of the Magistrates of said city. From the University of Glasgow,
Dr Duncan Macfarlane, Principal of said University. From the Burgh of Rutherglen,

Mr William Shaw, one of the Bailies of the burgh. From the Presbytery of Dum-'
barton, Dr John Graham at Killearn, Dr William Hamilton at Strathblane, Mr
Matthew Barclay at Old Kilpatrick, ministers ; Andrew Smollet, younger of Bon-
hill, Esq., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Dumbarton, Mr William Govan, resi-

denter in the burgh of Dumbarton. And the Assembly added thereto, Dr Thomas
Chalmers, Professor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh, in place of the Mo-
derator ; and also, from the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy, Dr John Martin at Kirkcaldy,

whose commission had been rejected on account of informality, to be commissioners,

&c.

VII.

Sess. 10, May 31, 1834.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Rogal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.
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Sess. 10, Mat/ 31, 1834.

—

Act Disjoining certain Parishes from the Presbytery of
Paisley, andfrom the Presbytery of Irvine, and forming them into the Presbytery of
Greenock.

I The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, without a vote, did, and hereby
do, disjoin the parishes of Erskine, Kilmacolm, Port-Glasgow, the three parishes of
Greenock, and that of Innerkip, from the Presbytery of Paisley, and the parishes of
Largs and Cumbraes from the Presbytery of Irvine ; and form those nine parishes
into a separate Presbytery, the seat thereof to be at Greenock ; and the General As-
sembly appoint the first meeting of this newly erected Presbytery to be at Greenock
on the second Tuesday of July next.

IX.

Sess. 10, May 31, 1834.

—

Declaratory Enactment a^ to Chapels of Ease.*

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, without a vote, approve of the
report of their committee, and did, and hereby do, enact and declare, that all mi-
nisters already inducted and settled, or who shall hereafter be inducted and settled,

as ministers of Chapels of Ease, presently erected and established, or which shall

be hereafter erected and established, in terms of the act anent Chapels of Ease,
of 1798, or prior thereto, by authority of the General Assembly, or by the Pres-
byteries of the bounds, are, and shall be, constituent members of the Presbyteries
and Synods within whose bounds the said chapels are, or shall be respectively

situated, and eligible to sit in the General Assembly ; and shall enjoy every
privilege as fully and freely, and with equal powers, with parish ministers of this

Church ; hereby enjoining and requiring all Presbyteries, Synods, Church Courts,
and Judicatories, within whose bounds the said chapels are or shall be situated,

to receive and enrol the said ministers as members thereof, and put them in all

respects on a footing of Presbyterian equality with the parish ministers of this

Church
; giving, granting, and committing, to the said ministers the like powers

md authority and privileges now pertaining to ministers of this Church, within their

* The following is the notice given in the Abridgment of the Assembly Proceedings, respecting the

liscussion on the Overtures relative to Chapels of Ease :

—

" The General Assembly called for the Overtures relating to Chapels of Ease, with the Petitions on
hat subject, and the Reference from the Presbytery of Edinburgh, relating to the Chapels in the parish

)f St Cuthbert. Mr Clason, Mr Gray, and Mr Brown, were heard in support of the views of the several

letitioners. It was moved and seconded. That the General Assembly, having maturely considered the

leport of the Committee of last Assembly on the subject of Chapels of Ease, and the Overtures and
'etitions on the same subject, approve of the principles and recommendation of this Report, and appoint

t Committee to prepare a Declaratory Enactment, to give effect to those principles and recommendation,

ind to report to a future diet of this Assembly. Another motion was made and seconded. That the Ge-
leral Assembly, having considered the various Overtures relative to Chapels of Ease, and also the Report
'f the Committee of last Assembly in respect thereto, highly approve the purpose of these Overtures

nd of that Report ; and, with a view of most effectually and permanently securing it, appoint a Commit-
ee to correspond with Government, or witli the Otlicers of the Crown, for obtaining a legislative enact-

(lent, through which, with the consent of all parties interested, parishes may be divided, or the districts

ow attached to Chapels of Ease quoad splritttu/tn, may be assigned to them as parishes, when the Church
i satisfied that this is proper or necessary for the instruction of the people. The General Assembly fur-

her instruct the Committee to take the measures which to them may seem best calculated to procure per-

lanent endowments to such Chapels as it may be deemed c.\|iedient to erect into Parish Churches, and to

lake all arrangements relative to carrying the scheme into effect ; and, in the mean time, the General

assembly instruct Presbyteries to report to next Assembly, whether, in their estimation, such a change

s to Chapels of Ease should take place, and the present law w ith regard to them be, upon the adoption

f the new system, rescinded. The vote having been called for, it w.is agreed that the state of the vote

hould be First or Second Motion ; and the roll ha\ing been called, and votes marked, it carried First Mo-
lon, by 153 to 103 ; and, therefore, the Geiinr.al Assembly find in terms of the First Motion. From which

esolution Dr Mearns dissented, and thereto adhered 33 other members, and took instruments. A Com.
littee appointed to prepare a Declaratory Enactment in terms of the resolution. Professor Brown, Con-
ener."—Ed. 1843.
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respective bounds: And, further, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, remit

to the Presbyteries within whose bounds the said chapels now established are

situated, to allot and assign to each of the said chapels a territorial district, and to

erect such districts into separate parishes quoad sacra, and to disjoin the same quoad

sacra from the parishes whereof they at present form parts ; and also to take the ne-

cessary measures for selecting and ordaining, according to the rules of the Church,

for each of the said districts so to be erected, a body of elders, who, with the said

ministers respectively, may exercise sessional jurisdiction within the same : And the

Assembly instruct Presbyteries to Ije cautious not to assign a rnore populous district

than it seems possible to attend to ;
provided always, that it shall be understood that

the chapels to be erected into parishes shall first have been constituted according to

the laws of this Church, for which purpose it will be open to chapel? to apply, if not

so constituted already.

X. I
Sess. ult., June 2, 1834.

—

Standinfi Orders appointed hy the General Assembly to be

observed in future,

1. That all papers, whether forming part of the record, or produced in evidence

in any of the Inferior Courts, shall, at the time when they are lodged, be dated

and numbered by the clerk of such court, and marked with his initials ; and no

paper not so authenticated shall be received in the Courts of Review unless upon

special cause shown.

2. That, in future, all overtures transn/itted through the committee, and all peti-

tion? or other applications to the Assembly, transmitted through the Committee of

Bills, shall be printed and laid on the Assembly's table, in sufficient numbers for

the use of members, on or before the first Monday of its sitting ; excepting in the

case of matters which may come to the knowledge of the Assembly during its sit-

ting; in which case the "overtures, petitions, &c., shall be printed and laid on the

table at least one day before they are discussed.

3. That the libel and defences,;—or when the case commences without a libel,

—

the petition or other initiatory step, and the answers thereto, with the sentences of

the Inferior Courts, shall be considered as the record.

4. That in all references, complaints, and appeals, under the exception mentioned

in Article 8th, the same, together with the evidence adduced, shall be printed in suf-

ficient numbers to afford a copy to every member of Assembly ; which co])ies shall be

laid on the t3,ble of the Assembly in sufficient time to admit of the cause being taken

up on one of the days during its sitting, otherwise the appeal or other application

shall be held to have been fallen from.

5. That when the appeal, complaint, or referenpe, is made merely on a point of

law or relevancy, it shall only be necessary to print such parts of the evidence, if any,

as the party may think requisite for the determination of such point of law or rele-

vancy ; but in such cases the papers shall be printed in such time as to enable the

respondent to print any other parts of the evidence which he may deem material for

the right understanding of the case.

6. That rcfisons of dissent or appeal, and the answers thereto, when made, as well

as all other papers not included in the record, shall be produced to the Assembly as

heretofore, but shall not be held as included in the regulation as to printing.

7. That, in causes, the expense of prirting shall be borne by the appellant, when

there is one. When the Inferior Court shall refer a cause to the Assembly, without

pronouncing judgment, the expense shall be borne by the parties mutually, under the

certification that the party refusing to pay his share thereof, before the time appointed

for laying the same on the table, shall be considered as having deserted the cause, and

shall not be entitled to be heard.

8. That when there is no appeal or reference, it shall be optional to individual

members of Inferior Courts, who may find it their duty to bring the proceedings of



1834. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.' 1037

these Courts under the review of the Assembly by complaint, either to comply with
the regulations as to printing, or to furnish a complete written copy of the'whoie
papers and proceedings to the Clerk of the Assembly.

9. That in all other cases, such as petitions, &c., the expense shall be borne by the
party bringing the matter under the notice of the Assembly.

1 0. That causes arising out of trials for licence or ordination, and matters relating

to Church ordinances ; as also references on matters which do not affect the interests

of the parties in the cause, shall be excepted from this rule, excepting when the par-

ties may think proper to print of their own accord.

11. That a copy of every printed paper shall be kept by the Clerk of Assembly,
to be bound up and kept in the Records of Assembly, with a copy of the judgment
annexed.

XI.

^sf. ulL, June 2, 1834.— Overture on the Form qf Process.

(Re-transmitted.)

XII.

Sess. 10, 3fa>/ 31, 1834.— Overtures and Interim Acts on the Calling of Ministers,'

I. Overture and Interim Act on Calls.

Th.e General Assembly declare, that it is a fundanjental law of this Church, that

no pastor shall be intruded on any congregation contrary to the will of the people
;

and, in order that this principle may be carried into full effect, the General Assembly,

wjth the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of this Church, do declare, enact,

and Qrdain, that it shall be an instruction to Presbyteries, that if, at the moderating

En a call to a vacant pastoral charge, the major part of the rnale heads of families,

Imgrnbers of the vacant congregation, and in full communion with the Church, shall

"disapprove of the person in w^hose favour the call is proposed to be moderated in,

isuch disapproval shall be deemed sufficient gropnd for the fresbytery rejecting such

The following is the notice given in the Abridgment of the discussion on the Overtures relative to

thi$ subject :-—

The General Assembly called for the Overtures relating to the Calljng of Ministers. The Overtures

From the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, frgm the Synod of Aberdeen, and the Presbytery of Inverness,

were read. After reasoning, the following motion was made and seconded, That the General Assembly,

having maturely considered the Overtures, do declare, that it is a fundamental law of the Church, that no

pastor shall be intruded on any congregatjoi; contrary to the will of the people ; and that, in order to carry

this principle into full effect, the Presbyteries of this Church shall be instructed, that if, at the moderating

in a call to a vacant pastoral charge, the major part of the male heads pf families, members qf the vacant

jongregation, and in full communion with the Church, shall disapprove of the person in whose favour the

3all is proposed to be moderated in, such disapproval shall be deemed sufficient ground for the Presbytery

rejecting such person, and that he sh^U be rejected accordingly, and due notice thereof forthwith given to

ill concerned ; but that if the major part of the heads of families shall not disapprove of such person to

3e their pastor, the Presbytery shall proceed with the settlement according to the rules of the Church : And
arther declare, that no person shall be held to be entitled to disapprove as aforesaid, who shall refuse, if

equired, solemnly to declare, in presence of the Presbytery, that he is actuated by no factious or malicious

notive, but solely by a conscientious regard to the spiritual interest pf himself or the congregation ; and

•esolve, that a committee be appointed to report to a future diet of this AssemWy in which manner, and by

what particular measures, this declaration and instruction may be best carried into full operation. It was

Jso moved and seconded. That the General Asseml)ly adhere to the Declaratory Laiy of last Assembly, ap-

irove of the report of the committee of last Assembly for preparing regulations, and direct Presbyteries to

Jroceed in terms thereof. The vote being called for, it was agreed that the state of the vote should be

First or Second Motion ; and the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried First Motion, by 184 to

|39. And, therefore, the General Assembly declare in terms of the First Motion. Against this resolu-

ion Dr Mearns dissented, and to his dissent 105 other members gave in their adherence, subscribed

)y their names. *

—

Ed. 1843.
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person, and that he shall be rejected accordingly, and due notice thereof forthwith

given to all concerned ; but that, if ihe major part of the said heads of families shall

not disapprove of such person to be their pastor, the Presbytery shall ])rocccd with

the settlement according to the rules of the Church : And farther declare, that no

person shall be held to be entitled to disapprove as aforesaid, who shall refuse, if re-

quired, solemnly to declare, in presence of the Presbytery, that he is actuated by no

factious or malicious motive, but solely by a conscientious regard to the spiritual in-

terests of himself or the congregation.

The General Assembly agree to transmit the above Overture to Presbyteries for

their opinion, and, without a vote, convert the same into an Interim Act.

II. Overture, with Regulations for carrying the above Act into effect.

Edinburgh, June 2, 1834.

Whereas the General Assembly have declared, enacted, and ordained, in terms of

;

their Act, passed in the sederunt of 31st May ult., on the subject of the moderating
:

in of calls ; and whereas it is necessary, for the better regulating the forms of pro-

ceeding under that Act, that some precise and definite rules should be laid down, the

General Assembly do, therefore, with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of !

this Church, declare, enact, and ordain, that the following directions and regulations

shall be observed :

—

1. That when any Presbytery shall have so far sustained a presentation to a parish,

as to be prepared to appoint a day for moderating in a call to the person presented,

they shall appoint one of their own number to preach in the church of the parish on a

day not later than the second Sunday thereafter ; that he shall, on that day, intimate

from the pulpit that the person presented will preach in that church on the first con-

venient Sunday, so as it be not later than the third Sunday after such intimation

;

and that he shall, at the same time, intimate that on another day, to be fixed, not less

than ei'dit, nor more than ten, days after that appointed for the presentee to preach,

the Presbytery will proceed, within the said church, to moderate in a call to such

person to be minister of the said parish in the usual way ; but that the Presbytery, if

tliey deem it expedient, may appoint the presentee to preach oftcner than once, pro-

vided that the day for moderating in the call be not more than six weeks after that

on which the presentation has been sustained.

2. That, on the day appointed for moderating in the call, the Presbytery shall, in

the first instance, proceed in the same manner in which they are in use at present to

proceed.

3. That if no special objections, and no dissents, by a major part of the male heads

of families, being members of the congregation, and in full communion with the

Church, according to a list or roll to be made up and regulated in manner herein-

after directed, shall be given in, the Presbytery shall proceed to the trials and settle-

ment of the presentee, according to the rules of the Church.

4. That it shall be competent to any one or more of the heads of families in the

parish, in full communion with the Church, by themselves, or by an agent duly

authorised, to state any sjiecial objections to the settlement of the person presented,

of whatever nature sucli objections may be ; and that, if the objections appear to be

deserving of deliberate consideration or investigation, the Presbytery shall delay the

farther proceedinn-s in the settlement till another meeting, to be then appointed, and

give notice to all parties concerned then to attend, that they may be heard.

5. That if the special objections so stated affect the moral character or the doctrine

of the presentee, so that, if they were established, he would be deprived of his licence,

or of his situation in the Church, the objectors shall proceed by libel, and the Pres-

bytery shall take the steps usual in such cases.

G. That if the special objections relate to the insufficiency or unfitness of the pre-

sentee for the particular charge to which he has been appointed, the objectors shall

not be required to become libellers, but shall simply deliver, in writing, their specific

grounds for objecting to the settlement, and shall have full liberty to substantiate the

same; upon all which the presentee shall have an opportunity to be fully heard, and
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shall have all competent means of defence. That the Presbytery shall then consider

these special objections, and if it shall appear that they are not sufficient, ornot well-

founded, they shall proceed to the settlement of the presentee, according to the rules

of the (Jhurch. But if the Presbytery shall be satisfied that the objector or objectors

have establisiied that the presentee is not fitted usefully and sufficiently to discharge

the pastoral duties in that jiarish, then they shall find that he is not qualified, and
shall intimate the same to the patron, that he may forthwith present another person ;

it being always in the power of the different parties to appeal from the sentence pro-

nounced by the Presbytery, if they shall see cause.

7. That if it shall happen, that, at the meeting for moderating in the call, dissents

are tendered by any of the male heads of families, being members of the congregation,

and in full comnuinion with the Church, their names standing on the roll above re-

ferred to, without the assignment of any special objections, such dissents shall either

be personally delivered in writing by the person dissenting, or taken down from his

oral statement by the moderator or clerk of the Presbytery.

8. That if the dissents so lodged do not amount in number to the major part of

the persons standing on the roll, and if there be no special objections remaining to be
considered, the Presbytery shall proceed to the trials and settlementj according to the

rules of the Church.

9. That if it shall appear that dissents have been lodged by an apparent majority

of the persons on the said roll, the Presbytery shall adjourn the proceedings to another

meeting, to be held not less than ten days, nor more than fourteen days thereafter,

10. That if the Presbytery deem it expedient, and the person presented be willing,

or if he shall desire so to do, the Presbytery shall appoint him to preach to the con-

gregation in the interval,

11. That it shall not be competent to receive any dissents without cause assigned,

except such as shall be dulv given in at the meeting for moderating in the call, as

above provided ; but it shall be competent to any person, who may have lodged a

dissent at that meeting, to withdraw such dissent at any time before the Presbytery

shall have given judgment on the effect of the dissents.

12. That in case the Presbytery shall, at the second meeting appointed, find that

the major part of the persons entitled to dissent do not adhere to their dissents, or

that there is not truly a majority of such persons on the roll dissenting, they shall

sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement.

13. That in case the Presbytery shall, at that meeting, find that there is a majority

Df the persons on the roll still dissenting, it shall be competent to the patron or the

presentee, or to any member of the Presbytery, to require all or any of the persons so

iissenting to appear before the Presbytery, or a committee of their number, atameet-
:ng to be appointed to take place within ten days at farthest, at some place within the

parish, and there and then todeclare in terms ofthe resolution of the General Assembly;

jnd ifany such person shall fail to appear after notice shall have been duly given to him,

3r shall refuse to declare in the terms required, the name of such person shall be struck

jff the list of persons dissenting, and the Presbytery shall determine whether there is

;till a major part dissenting or not, and proceed accordingly.

14. That if the Presbytery shall find that there is at last a major part of the per-

ions on the roll dissenting, they shall reject the person presented, so far as regards the

^articular presentation, and the occasion of that vacancy in the parish ; and shall

brthwiih direct notice of this their determination to be given to the patron, the pre-

entee, and the elders of the parish.

15. That if the patron shall give a presentation to another person within the time

imited by law, the proceedings shall again take place in the same manner as above

aid down, and so on, in regard to successive presentations within the time.

16. That if no presentation shall be given within the limited time toajierson from

vhose settlement a majority on the roll do not dissent, the Presbytery shall then pre-

entjure devuluto.

17. That cases of presentation by the PresbyteryJure devoluto, shall not fall under
he operation of the regulations in this and the relative Act of Assembly, but shall be

iroceeded in according to the general laws of the Church applicable to such cases.
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But every person who shall have been previously rejected, shall be considered as dis-

qualified to be presented to that parish on the occasion of that vacancy.

18. That in order to ascertain definitely the persons entitled, at any particular

time, to give in dissents, every kirk-session of the Church shall be required, within

two months after the rising of the present Assembly, to make out a list or roll of the

male heads of families, who are, at the date thereof, members of the congregation,

and also regular communicants, either in that parish, or some other parish of the

Church ; of which, in the latter case, proper evidence shall be produced to the kirk-

session.

19. That the roll so made up shall be inserted in the kirk-session record, and shall

be transmitted to the Presbytery ; and after being inspected by the Presbytery, and

countersigned on each page by the moderator, shall be returned to the kirk-session,

and form part of its records for the foresaid purposes.

20. That the said roll shall be revised and re-adjusted immediately after the occa-

sion of dispensing the Sacrament in the parish which shall have last preceded the22d
of November in each year, and shall be re-transmitted to the Presbytery within the

first week of December.
21. That the said list or roll, as last revised immediately before the vacancy in the

parish, shall be the only roll for determining the persons entitled to be reckoned in

any dissents to be offered in the manner above set forth, against the admission of any

presentee to be minister, in the moderating in a call, provided that it shall not be

made to appear that they, or any of them, have ceased to be members of the congre-

gation.

22. That the Presbyteries of the Church shall use their utmost endeavours to bring

about harmony and unanimity in congregations, and be at pains to avoid every thing

which may excite or encourage unreasonable exceptions in j>eople against a worthy

person that may be proposed to be their minister.

The General Assembly agree to transmit the above OVei-ture and Regulations to

Presbyteries for their opinion ; and, in the mean time, without a vote, they convert

the same into an Interim Act.

The General Assembly farther declai-e, that cases irt which the vacancies have

taken place before the rising of the present Assembly, shall not fall under the opera-

tion of the regulations in this and the relative Act of Assembly, but shall be pro-

ceeded in according to the general laws of the Church.

XIII.

Sess. 10, Mai/ 31, 1834.

—

Report of the Committee appointed by the'^Genei'al Assembly'

for Clasbimj Returns relative to Schools.

The Committee appointed to examine the Returns as to the Examination of

Schools beg leave to report to the Venerable Assembly,

—

I. That returns have been rtceivcd from forty Presbyteries, bearing that the

schools in all the parishes within their bounds have been examined during the past

year, viz. :

—

Abertarff, f)alkeith, Ellon,

Abemethy, Deer, Fordyce,

Aberlour, Dumbarton, Forres,

Alford, Dunfermline, Irvine,

Auchterarder, Dunblane, Inverary,

Ayr, Dunbar, Kelso,

Brechin, Dundee, Kincardine- O'Neil,

Chiinside, Dunoon, Kirkcudbright,

Cupar, Dunse, Kirkcaldy,

I
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Lanark, Mull, Stranraer,
Lauder, North Isles, Strathbo^ic,
Lewis, Paisley, St Andrews',
Linlithgow, Stirling, Tain.
Lorn,

IL That returns, more or less regular and complete, have been received from
twenty-five Presbyteries of the Church, viz. :

—

Aberdeen, Elgin, Kirkwall,
Annan, Fordoun, Meio-le
Biggar, Garioch, Nairn,'-
Burravoe, Haddington, Peebles
Caithness, Hamilton, Penpont
Dornoch, Jedburgh, Perth
Dumfries, Lochcarron, Selkirk,

Dunkeld, Lochmaben, Uist.

Edinburgh,

The returns from Edinburgh are peculiarly defective, including only the parishes
of New Greyfriars, Tron Church, and St Stephen's.

HL That the other Presbyteries have sent no returns of any kind this year, and
that of these, Wigton has sent^'none for these last six years ; and Cairston, Chan-
onry, and Glasgow, none for seven years. It is, therefore, the opinion of your com-
mittee, that a more general compliance with the instructions of the Assembly
should be enforced upon all the Presbyteries of the Church ; but especially ujion
those who, notwithstanding the reiterated animadversions of former committees, still

continue to neglect to send up reports.

IV. That to remedy the irregularity which exists in the manner of making up the
reports, and which tends to increase greatly the labours of your committee annually
appointed to class the Returns of the Examination of Schools, your committee now
submit that the print-^d schedules should be transmitted and uniiormly used, and that

when regularly filled up, they should be dated and duly attested by the Clerk of

Court.

V. That a very laudable attention has been bestowed upon the preparation of
these returns by several Presbyteries in the Church, but particularly those of Dun-
dee, Paisley, Selkirk, Stirling, and St Andrews.

VI. That there is appended to the report from the Presbytery of Stirling a very
important suggestion for the consideration of the Assembly, as to the use of such
books in schools as tend to promote the moral and religious instruction of the rising

feneration, and to the securing uniformity in this respect throughout the Church,
"our committee perceive with rej^ret, that in two of the burgh schools of Stirling

the teachers have perem])torily refused to allow their schools to be examined, on the

pretence that burgh schools are not subject to the jurisdiction of the Presbytery.

On a similar pretence some Presbyteries have been refused access to schools taught

by Dissenters.

VII. That tl;e Abbey Parish of Paisley, which is a landward parish, and contains

a population of upwards of 31,000 souls, has neither a parochial nor an endowed
school, and that there is not a thirteenth part of its population now in the enjoyment

of the means of education ; and, further, that it is evident from the remarks annexed

to the Presbytery's report, that, while they approve generally of the schools existing

within their bounds, they deplore the \vaiu of parochial schools in this densely peopled

district of the coinitry.

VIII. That the parish school of Largs, in tlsc Presbytery of In'ine, is at present

totally lost to the community, there being but one scholar in attendance throughout

the year; but your committee have to observe, with satisfaction, that measures have

been taken by the Presbytery in order to remedy this defect.

IX. That there appears to be no return as to any school in the parish of Barra, in

the Presbytery of Uist, where there is a population of 3000 souls. From the parish

of Harris, in the same Presbytery, there is no return.

6q

I
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X. That a great number of the teachers of the schools in the Church (fully one

half) are stated in the reports as not having (jnalifiecl to government.

XL That it is highly gratifying to your committee to observe, that in the schools,

generally, the Holy Scriptures are regularly read, the Catechisms of our Church used,

and, in many instances, the schools are opened and closed with prayer.

In conclusion, your committee arc happy to oljserve the incrciieed attention of the

several Presbyteries of the Church to the state and condition of the schools within

their bounds, which is so eminently calculated to encourage and stimulate the exer-

tions of the teachers in the discharge of their important office, and thus to raise the

moral and religious character of our country's population.

Robert Colvin, Convener.

XIV. ^

Sess. ult, June 2, 1834.— Overture and Interim Act relating to Students residing

beyond the Boutids of this Church before their entrance on the Study of Divinity.

(Re- transmitted.)

XV.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1834.

—

Act appointing the Diet qfthe next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be holden at Edin-

burgh, on Thursday, the 21st day of May 1835.

Collected arid extracted from Xhc Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot. . I

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1835.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1835.— The King's Co7ninission to the Right Honourable Lord
Bclhaven.

GULIELMUS, &C.

Note — A Pastoral Admonition on the subject of Sabbath Sanctification (yas issued bj the Assembly of

1834. See Appendix—£c/. 1843.

Note.-—A Committee on Church Accommodation or Extension had ejiisted for several years prior to

1834 ; but it was now only that the Comraittee was placed on a permanent footing, and its object adopted
as one of tlie Schemes of the Cliurcli. The folloninj;; notice ri^'specting this appears in the Abridgment of

the Proceedings of 1834 :

—

" The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Church Accommodation, which was
given in and read by Pr Bninton, the Convener. It was moved, seconded, and agreed to, that the As-
sembly approve of the Report of the Committee on Church Accommodation, and resolve, in terms of the

recommendation embodied in that Report, that a permanent Committee be formed, on the model of the

Committee for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts ; and that the Assembly enjoin all ministers of
Parishes, and all ministers of Chapels of Ease throughout the Church, to recommend the subject from the
jjulpit, and take measures for collecting at the church doors, and furthering subscriptions for carrying the

i

wishes of the Assembly into effect, and instruct the Committee to act on this injunction, to ascertain pre- i

cisely, by con\municating with the different Presbyteries, the state of Church Accommodation throughout
the country, and to mature a plan for the most beneficial distribution of the funds which may be so col-j

lected, to be reported to ne.\t General Assembly. The General Assembly re-appoint the Committee,!
with additional members. The Assembly returned thanks to the Convener, and tfii-ough him to the Com-
mittee, and at his request, appointed Dr Chalmers to be Convener." £d. 1843.
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II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1835.

—

The Kind's most gracious Letter to the General Assembhj.

William,, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1835.— The General Assembly s Anstver to the King's most gracious
Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 3, May 23, 1835.— The General Assembly s Address of Thanks to the King.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

We, your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to approach your Majesty with
the renewed assurance of our attachment to your person and government.
The rapid increase of population, especially in the manufacturing and commercial

districts of Scotland, having rendered essentially necessary the increase of the means
of religious instruction and parochial superintendence, we have observed, with the
most lively gratitude, that this very important subject has engaged your Majesty's
paternal regard, and that, in the speech from the throne, at the opening of the pre-
sent Parliament, your Majesty has commended it to the attention of the House of
Commons.
We beg leave to express to your Majesty our deep-felt conviction of the urn-ent

necessity of adopting some efficient measure for extending the means of spiritual im-
provement, and our earnest desire and hope that your Majesty's government may
continue to have this subject under their serious consideration, and may devise such
plans as shall, under the Divine blessing, issue in the religious and moral improve-
ment of the people under our care.

That your Majesty's paternal desire to afford to your subjects more extended ac-
cess to the ordinances of Divine worship may be speedily realized, and that you may
be blessed abundantly with all spiritual and heavenly blessings, is the earnest desire
of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most dutiful,

and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment.

William Aird Thomson, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 10, May 30, 1835.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
'Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 10, May 30, 1835.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Eldersfor the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing his Majesty's
Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VII.

Ses.i. 7, May 27, 1835 Act and Order as to Synod Books.

The General Assembly, on calling for the different Synod Books of this Church,

find that many Synods are not in the practice of sending up their books to the As-

sembly, as, by many former Acts, they are required to do. The General Assembly

hereby do enact and ordain, that Synods shall in future be careful to cause their books

to be regularly transmitted to every Assembly.

VIIL

Sess. 10, il/oy 30, 1835.

—

Act in favour nf the India Missions.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint the Committee
for the Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty, to be a committee of this Assembly for the propagation of

the Gospel in foreign parts, and for managing the funds subscribed and given for

that purpose, with the whole powers conferred by former Acts of Assembly, and with

power also to appoint a sub-committee of their number, consisting of nine, for more
effectually furthering the great end in view;—of the general committee, fourteen are

hereby declared to be a quorum, whereof nine are to be ministers ; and of the sub-

coinmittee to be appointed, five are hereby declared to be a quorum. That the

committee shall hold stated monthly meetings for dispatch of business, in the

Trustees' Hall, on the first Tuesday of every month, at three o'clock, with power
always to adjourn, as shall be needful ; and to meet on all occasions when urgent

business shall demand. And the said general committee are hereby enjoined and
required, through their sub-committee, to attend to the instructions and regulations

formerly approved by the General Assembly for the propagation of the Gospel

abroad ; with power to make and carry into effect such further regulations as to

them may seem most beneficial, such further regulations to be submitted to next

Assembly. And the said general committee are hereby appointed to report their

diligence, and that of their sub-committee, in calling forth the benevolence and sup-

port of the Christian public of Scotland,—their prudence in the expenditure of the

funds obtained ;—and, generally, their management, and the success of their opera-

tions in foreign parts. Farther, the General Assembly recommend to the favourable

consideration of the committee the subject of the Memorial from the Missionaries at

Bombay, leaving to the committee the time and manner of extending their counte-

nance and pecuniary su])port to that object, and warmly recommend their efforts to

the prayers and pecuniary assistance of the people of Scotland.

IX.

Sess. 9, May 29, 1835.

—

Act on the Calling of Ministers.'

The General Assembly declare. That it is a fundamental law of this Church, that

no pastor shall be intruded on any congregation contrary to the will of the people

;

* The following appears in the Abridgment regarding this Act:

—

" The General Assembly called for the Report of tlie Committee for classing Returns to Overtures, in

so far as they relate to Calls, which having been read on Wednesday, and having been jjriDtcd and circu-

lated among the members, was now taken into consideration without being again read. After reason-

ing, it was moved and seconded, TTiat the General Assembly, having considered the Report of their Com-
mittee for classing the Returns to Overtures, find that a majority of I'resbyteries have given their con-

sent to the ' Overture on Calls,' transmitted by the last Assembly
; and, therefore, the Assembly did, and

hereby do, enact and ordain, that the said Overture shall bo held and acted upon in all time coming as a

Standing Law of this Church : And the General Assembly farther find. That the ' Overture, with regula-

tions for carrying the above Act into effect,' also transmitted by last Assembly, has not received the
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and, in order that this principle may be carried into full effect, the General Assem-
bly, with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of this Church, do declare,

enact, and ordain. That it shall be an instruction to Presbyteries, that if, at the
moderating in a call to a vacant pastoral charge, the major part of the male heads of
families, members of the vacant congregation, and in full communion with the
Church, shall disapprove of the person in whose favour the call is proposed to be
moderated in, such disapproval shall be deemed sufficient ground for the Presbytery
rejecting such person, and that he shall be rejected accordingly, and due notice there-

of forthwith given to all concerned; but that, if the major part of the said heads of
families shall not disapprove of such person to be their pastor, the Presbytery shall

proceed with the settlement according to the rules of the Church : And farther

declare, that no person shall be held to be entitled to disapprove as aforesaid, who
shall refuse, if required, solemnly to declare, in presence of the Presbytery, that he
is actuated by no factious or malicious motive, but solely by a conscientious regard
to the spiritual interests of himself or the congregation.

X.

Scss. ult., June 1, 1835.

—

Overture and Interim Act, with Ileffulatia7is for carrying

into effect the Act of Assembly on the Calling of Ministers*

VVhere.ns the General Assembly have declared, enacted, and ordained, in terms of
their Act, passed into a law of the Church on the 29th May 1835, on the subject

consent of a majority of Presbyteries, but tli at various important suggestions on the snbject of it Iiave

bteii sent up by Presbyteries wlio do not approve thereof as it stands ; and the Assembly do, therefore,

emit to a committee to consider the said Act, with regulations, and the returns thereon, and to report

Dn Monday, in order tliat the said Act, or an amended Act for the same end and effect, may, if approved
5f, be again transmitted and passed as an Interim Act. Another motion was made and seconded. That the

General Assembly, being satisfied that this Overture is, in its declaratory statement of the law, ambiguous
md liable to be misinterpreted ; that it contains a provision limiting improperly the privileges of members
if congregations, and virtually setting aside the authority of the Church in judging of the qualifications of

iiiiiisters ; and that no meaus have been devised by which it can be carried into practical operation, did,

ind hereby do, find, that though approved of by a majority of Presbyteries, it ought not to be converted

nto a Standing Law of this Church ; but being desirous to employ all the means in their power for pro-

fiting the comfortable settlement of parishes, giving due weight to the wishes of congregations, and
naintaining the lawful authority of the Ecclesiastical Courts, appoint a committee to prepare the draft

jf a measure founded on those principles, and to report the same to a future diet of this Assembly. The
vote being called for, it was agreed that the state of the vote should be First or Second Motion ; and
he roll being called and votes marked, it carried First Motion, by a majority of 178 to 124. Against

IV Inch judgment Principal Macfarlan and several other members entered their dissent. A committee

.\ as then appointed in terms of the said judgment ; to whose consideration were referred all the Overtures

jn tlie regulations as to Calls."

—

Ed. 1843.

* The following is the notice in the Abridgment respecting the transmission of this Overture :

—

" The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee for revising and amending the regula-

iins for carrying into effect the Act on Calls, which was given in by Lord Moncreiif, the convener.

Various amendments were moved, but not insisted on ; and, particularly, it was moved and seconded, That
H'lsons proved to have combined for the purpose of obtaining the appointment of a particular candidate

-hall be considered as actuated by factious motives, and shall not be permitted to make the declaration

jrLscribed in the general Overture ; aud if that declaration be required by the Presbytery, or by any of

hi- ])arties in the case, shall have their names struck off from the list of dissents. This motion was nega-

iviil without a division. It was also moved and seconded, That the 14th Article stand thus. That in case

In' Presbytery shall, at the second meeting appointed, find that there is not truly a majority of such per-

lui^ on the roll dissenting, they shall proceed to the settlement according to the rules of the Church.

!t was agreed tliat the stale of the vote should be Motion or Not; and the roll being called, and votes

j'.arked, it carried Not, by a majority of 9G to 82. It was moved and seconded. That if it be proved that

III y canvassing take place in favour of a presentee, or influence be used with the parishioners to give a

all, or be used to prevent their dissenting ; in any of these cases the presentee shall be held to be dis-

|ualified, and the presentation shall not be sustained by the Presbytery. This motion was negatived with-

in a division. It was then moved and agreed to without a vote, 'Ihat the regulations shall be trans-

nitted to Presbyteries for their opinion, and converted into an Interim Act. From this resolution Dr
\Iiains ilissenicd, for reasons given in

; to which dissent Dr Lre, Mr Uhigham, Mr Smith, Mr Paul,

Mr Alton, and Mr James Robertson, adhered. Jlr Gibbon also dissented, for reasons given in."

—

Ed.

S4;i.
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of the moderating in of calls ; and whereas it is necessary, for regulating the forms

of proceeding under that Act, that some precise and definite rules should be laid

down, it is overtured, That the General Assembly do, therefore, with the consent o

a majority of the Presbyteries of this Church, declare, enact, and ordain, that the

following directions and regulations shall be observed :

—

L That wlieii a presentation shall be received by the Moderator of a Presbytery, he

shall, witliin two days after it comes to his hand, call a meeting of Presbytery, to take

place not less than eight, nor more than twelve, days from the date of such intimation
;

provided that no meeting of Presbytery shall have been already fixed to take place within

three weeks ; and that, if such meeting has been appointed, ho shall merely give notice that

the presentation has been received, and will be laid on the table at that meeting.

2. That when the presentation is so laid on the table of the Presbytery, they sliall, in

the first place, ascertain that in the vacant parish a roll of the male heads of families,

being members of the congregation and communicants in the church, has been regularly

completed, in the manner herein after directed ; and that having done so, they shall proceed

in terms of the 4th Regulation, after expressed.

3. That in case a roll has not been so completed, they shall, at that meeting, appoint

one of their number to act as moderator, with the elders of the parish, to constitute a
kirk-session, or where there are no elders, two or more of their own number to act as a kirk-

session, in making up a roll, in terms of the Regulations hereby enacted; aud in such a

case, they shall not tlien appoint a day for moderating in a call, but shall adjourn to another

day of meeting, not more than fourteen days thereafter, ordaining a roll, duly attested, to

be then produced to them ; at which meeting, if the roll shall be completed, approved of,

and countersigned, it shall be competent to fix a day for moderating in a call : it being hereby

farther provided, that in no case shall the day for moderating in the call be fixed until the

roll shall have been completed to the satisfaction of the Presbytery.

4. That when any Presbytery sliall be prepared to appoint a day for moderating in a call

to the person presented, they shall appoint one of their own number to preach in the church

of the parish on a day not later than the second Sabbath thereafter ; that he shall, on that

day, intimate from the pulpit that the person presented will preach in that church on the

first convenient Sabbath, so as it be not later than the third Sabbath after such intimation,

and also on some other Sabbath ; and that he shall, at the same time, intimate, that on
another day to be fixed, not later than the next Friday after the day last appointed for the

presentee to preach, the Presbytery will proceed, within the said church, to moderate in a

call to such person to be minister of the said parish, in the usual way ; but that the Presby-

tery, if they deem it expedient, may appoint tlic presentee to preach oftener than twice, pro-

vided that the day for moderating in the call be not more than six weeks after that on which
it was appointed.

5. That on the day appointed for moderating in the call, the Presbytery shall, in the

first instance, proceed in the same manner in which they are in use at present to proceed.

0. That if no special ol)jcctions be stated, and if there shall not be dissents by a major
part of the male heads of families, being members of the congregation, and in full com-
munion with the church, according to a list or roll to be made up, and regulated in manner
lierein after directed, the Presbytery shall sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and
settlement of the presentee, according to the rules of the Church.

7. That if any special objections to the settlement of the person presented, of whatever

nature such objections may be, shall be stated to the Presbytery ; and if such objections

appear to be deserving of deliberate consideration or investigation, the Presbytery shall

delay the farther proceedings in the settlement till another meeting, to be then appointed,

not later than eight days thereafter, and give notice to all parties concerned then to attend,

that they may be heard.

'8. That if the special objections so stated affect the moral character or the doctrine of

the presentee, so that, if they were established, he would be deprived of his licence, or of his

situation in the Church, the objectors shall proceed by libel, and the Presbytery shall take

the steps usual in such cases.

9. That if the special objections relate to the insufficiency or unfitness of the presentee

for the particular charge to which he has been appointed, the objectors shall not require

to become libellers, but shall simply deliver in writing their specific grounds for objecting

to the settlement, and shall have full liberty to substantiate the same ; upon all which the

presentee shall have an opportunity to be fuUy heard, and shall have all competent means
of defence : That the Presbytery shall then consider these special objections, and, if it shall

appear that they are not sufficient, or not weUfounded, they shall proceed to the settlement
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of the presentee, according to the rules of the Church ; but if the Presbytery .';hall be satis-

fied that the objector or objectors have established that the presentee is not fitted, usefully

and sufficiently to discharge the pastoral duties in that parish, then they shall find that ho

is not qualitied, and shall, within two days thereafter, intimate the same to the patron ; it

being always in the power of the different parties to appeal from the sentence pronouni;ed

by the Presbytery, if they shall see cause.

10. That if, at the meeting for moderating in the call, dissents are tendered by any of

the male heads of families, whose names stand on the roll above referred to, without the

assignment of any special objections, such dissents shall either be personally delivered in

writing by the person dissenting, or taken down from his oral statement by the moderator
or clerk of the Presbytery.

11. That if the dissents so lodged do not amount in number to the major part of the

persons standing on the roU, and if there be no special objections remaining to be considered,

the Presbytery shall sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement, according to

the rules of the Church.

12. That if it shall appear that dissents have been lodged by an apparent majority of

the persons on the said roU, the Presbytery shall adjourn the proceedings to another meet-
ing, to be held not less than ten free days, nor more than fourteen, thereafter.

13. That it shall not be competent to receive any dissents without cause assigned, except

such as shall be duly given in at the meeting for moderating in the call, as above provided
;

but it shall be competent to any person who may have lodged a dissent at that meeting to

withdraw such dissent at any time before the Presbytery shall have given judgment on the

effect of the dissents.

14. That in case the Presbytery shall, at the second meeting appointed, find that there

is not truly a majority of such persons on the roll dissenting, they shall sustain the call, and
proceed to the trials and settlement, according to the rules of the Church.

15. That in case the Presbytery shall, at that meeting, find that there is a majority of

the persons on the roU dissenting, it shall be competent to the patron or tiie presentee, or to

any member of the Presbytery, to require all or any of the persons so dissenting to appear
before the Presbytery, at a meeting to be appointed to take place within ten days at

farthest, at some place within the parish, and there and then to declare in terms of the
Resolution of the C4eneral Assembly ; and if any such person shall fail to appear after

notice shall have been duly given to him, or shall refuse to declare in the terms required,

the name of such person shall be struck off the list of persons dissenting, and the Presbytery
shall determine whether there is still a major part dissenting or not, and proceed accordingly.

IC. That if the Presbytery shall find that there is at last a major part of the persons

on the roU dissenting, they shall reject the person presented, so far as regards the particular

presentation, and the occasion of that vacancy in the parish ; and shall, within two days
thereafter, intimate this their determination to the patron, the presentee, and the elders of
the parish.

17. That if the patron shall give a presentation to another person within the time limited

by law, the proceedings shall again take place in the same manner as above laid down ; and
so on, in regard to successive presentations within the time.

18. That if no presentation shall be given, within the limited time, to a person from
whose settlement a majority on the roll do not dissent, or who shall not be excluded in con-
sequence of special objections, the Presbytery shall then supply the vacancy, tanquam jure
devoluto.

19. That cases of settlement by the Presbyteryjure devoluto shall not fall under the opera-
tion of the regulations in this and the relative Act of Assembly, but shall be proceeded in
according to the general laws of the Church applicable to such cases. But every person
who shall have been previously rejected, shall be considered as disqualified to be inducted
into that parish on the occasion of that vacaiicy.

20. That in order to ascertain defiuitively the persons entitled, at any particular time,
to give in dissents, every kirk-session which has not already made up a roU of the male
heads of families, in conformity to the enactment of last General Assembly, shall, within
three months of the rising of this present General Assembly, make up a roU of the male
heads of families who are members of the congregation, and who are, at the date thereof,
and have been for at least twelve months previous thereto, in fuU communion with the
Church. And, lest any doubt should arise as to who are heads of families, it is hereby
declared, that the term includes unmarried men and widowers, as well as married men
provided they occupy houses of which they are proprietors or tenants, and eldest sons when
their fathers are deceased, provided they are of the age of 21 years or upwards, and reside
in the same house with their mothers.
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21. That the roll so made up shall be open to inspection by any parishioner or member
of the congregation, for the space of one week, and thereafter shall be authenticated by the

moderator and session-clerk, and then transmitted to the Presbytery ; and after being in.

spected by the Presbytery, and countersigned on eacli page by the moderator, shall be re-

turned to the kirk-session, and form part of its record for the foresaid purposes.

22. That the said roll shall be revised and re-adjusted immediately after the occasion of

dispensing the sacrament in the parish which shall have last preceded the 22d of Novem-
ber in each year, and shall be re-transmitted to the Presbytery before the expiry of the first

week of December.
23. That the said list or roll, as last revised before the vacancy in the parish, where a

roll has been duly made up, revised, and authenticated, shall be the only roll for determin-

ing the persons entitled to be reckoned in any dissents to be offered, in the manner above

set forth, against the admission of any presentee to be minister, in the moderating in a call,

provided that it shall not be made to appear that they, or any of them, have ceased to be

members of the congregation.

24. That in all cases in which the roll has been regularly made up, revised, and authen-

ticated, before the vacancy, such roll shall be held to be conclusive as to the parties en-

titled to dissent in the mo Icration of a call for supplying that vacancy ; and it shall not be

competent to state any objections against it.

25. That in case any appeal shall be taken against any judgment or proceeding of the

Presbytery, previous to the time when they are prepared either to proceed to the settlement,

or to declare the presentee to be disqualified, and reject the presentation, such appeal shall

not sist procedure ; but the Presbytery, if they resolve to proceed to the settlement, shall

delay doing so till the appeal be discussed ; and, if they reject the presentee, it shall be

still competent to him to discuss the merits of any appeal which may have been duly en-

tered.

26. That iu the districts of Orkney and Zetland, the Synod of Glenelg:, and the Synod

of Argyle, the number of days appointed by this Act, with regard to meetings and for other

purposes, shall be double the number above provided.

27. That the regulations in this Act shall be applied to all cases of vacancies in which

the Presbytery has not already ajipointcd a day for moderating in the call ; but the Gene-

ral Assembly hereby renew and continue the Interim Act, with regulations, enacted and

transmitted by last Assembly, in regajd to all cases in which the day for moderating in

the call may have been already appoiijtcil ; declaring it to be still in force as to all such

cases, but no others.

28. That the Presbyteries of the Church are hereby enjoined to use all diligence to see

that the regulations hereby laiil dowij arc duly observed and followed out ; and also to use

their utmost endeavours to bring about harmony and unanimity in congregations, and be

at pains to avoid every thing which may excite or encourage unreasonable exceptions iu

people against a worthy person, who niay be proposed to be their minister,

The General Assembly a;ireo, >viihout a vote, to transmit the above overture and

rcsjuiations to Presbyteries tor their opinion ; and, in the mean time, they convert

the same into an Interim Act.

The General Assembly, in transmitting this revised and amended overture for regu-

lating the due execution of the Act of Assetnbly on the Calling of Ministers, now passed

into a Standing Law of the Church, think it of importance that the people of the pa-

rishes in Scotland should not be misled as to the nature and effect of that Act. It

gives to them a negative voice against the intrusion of any minister into the parish

whom they are compelled, under the solemn sanction of their conscientious belief as

Christians, uninfluenced by any extraneous consideration, to declare to be unfit for

the ministry in that parish, But the Act is not intended to confer any rights of a

different nature ; and any attempt to wrest it to other purposes must defeat its ob-

ject, and injure the fair interests cf the people, which it is meant to protect. All

canvassing and caballing, therefore, for obtaining the appointment of a particular

person to be minister, and all comljination beforehand for that purpose, arc incon-

sistent with the principle of the Act, and ought to disable every man who acts with a

due regard to his Christian character, whatever may be his opinion on the law of pa-

tronage, from conscientiously declaring in the terms which may be required of him.

The Act has been proposed, and after mncii deliberation passed by the whole Church,

for the benefit of the people, according to the view taken by the movers of it, of
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their rights under the existing law. But, in order that it may have any c hance of
producing such benefit, it must be fairly acted on by the patrons, the Presbyteries,
and the people—each party using the rights, and discharging the duties belonging to
each, with the honest and single purpose of obtaining a good and faithful minister
for the parish. It is only when this spirit shall duly influence all the parties, that
any measure devised by the General Assembly of the Church can be expected to ac-
complish tile great ends for which it is intended—the spiritual edification of the
people, their peace, happiness, and prosperity, and the strength and stability of the
Church of Scotland.

XL
Sess. ult, June 1, 1835.—^cf on the Form of Process.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Committee on the Returns to Over-
tures, that a majority of Presbyteries have approved of the Overture on the Form of
Process, pass the same into a Standing Law of the Church,
The General Assembly therefore did, and hereby do, resolve, enact, and ordain,

that when a Presbytery shall resolve to libel a minister or probationer, a complaint
or appeal may be taken against such resolution ; but neither that complaint or appeal,

nor any other, either when the Presbytery or any other party shall be libeller, shall

prevent the cause from going on till the relevancy shall be determined, so that all

such complaints and appeals, and the judgments on the relevancy, if appealed from,

may be disposed of at the same time.

XIL

Sess. ult., JuiM 1, 1835.

—

Overture on the Form, of Process.*

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on the Form of

Process, which was given in by the Procurator. The General Assembly agree to

transmit as an Overture to Presbyteries the first Thirteen Resolutions for their con-
sideration.

29<A May 1835.

The Committee on the Form of Process, having taken into their consideratiou the subject

of the mode in which trials of causes may be most advantageously conducted, with a view to

the due administration of justice, aze humbly of opinion, that this important end would be
far more effectually, correctly, and expeditiously attained, by having the questions of fact

arising in certain classes of cases tried by Commissions of Assembly, specially appointed
for the purpose ; instead of being left to be decided by the ordinary judicatures of the

Church, ^\'itllout entering into detail, the committee may observe, that they have been
led to this conclusion chiefly by the following considerations : Lst, That the time of the

Assembly no longer admits of their deciding all the questions which come before them under
the present system of procedure ; and are every year under the necessity of remitting many
of tliose causes to the ordinary Commission of Assembly, which is well known to be a very

uncertain and undefined body ; 2d, That a small committee, chosen by the Assembly,

(eyery member of which must act under the feeling of individual responsibility,) will,

from hearing the evidence delivered in their own presence, and from the opportunity

thereby afforded them of judging of the demeanour of the witnesses, be much better qua-

lified to judge of the weight and importance which should be attached to their depositions,

than courts of review, wlio have the evidence presented to them only in a written shape,

can ever be ; 3d, That Presbyteries will, to a considerable extent, be relieved from the

necessity of acting as prosecutors and judges in the same cases ; and, 4th, That much
vexation and delay will be saved by the change now recommended.

Tlie committee, therefore, respectfully recommend to the Assembly to transmit the fol-

• This Overture was'again transmitted In 1836, but not passed.

—

Ed. 18 '3.

6r
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lowing regulations to Presbyteries, with a view to their bcin? enacted into a law of the
Church :

1- That all cases relative to the settlement of ministers, licensing probationers, or in-

volving in any way questions of heresy or false doctrine ; as also, all cases with regard to

schools, or other matters in which the Presbyteries have a civil jurisdiction, should be
excepted from the proposed regulations, and shall be determined as at present by the Pres-
byteries of the Church, and be subject to the usual rules with regard to appeals to the Su-
perior Courts.

2. That in aU cases of scandal, whether for censure or deprivation, the preliminary steps,

as to resolving to libel, serving the libel, and fixing the relevancy, shall remain as at
present.

3. That where both parties shall acquiesce in the determination of those matters by the

Inferior Courts, the proceedings before those courts shall be transmitted to the clerk of

Assembly, for the purpose of abiding the directions of the House as to further procedure.
4. That after aU the preliminary matters before mentioned sliallhavo been finally deter-

mined by the judicatories of the Church, the trial of any points of fact necessary for the

decision of the cause shall bo by special Commission of the General Assembly.
5. That such trials shall bo held at Edinburgh, reserving, however, to the Assembly,

whenever it sees cause, power to appoint the same to be held at Glasgow, Aberdeen, Perth,
Inverness, or Dumfries.
C That the Assembly shall first fix the time and place of trial, and sliall then proceed

to the appointment of the Commission ; for which purpose the names of thirty-six mem-
bers, who may not be objected to, or excused on account of health, business, inconvenience,
or otherwise, at tlie dir.cretion of the Assembly, .shall be taken by ballot ; there being al-

ways two ministers for one lay elder ; from which number each party sliaU be entitled to

strike oft" one name alternately, the libeller or pursuer beginning, till the whole number is

reduced to sixteen, it being always understood that the number of ministers retained on
tlie roll shall never be less than eight ; and the sixteen members so chosen, with one clergy-

man, to be named by the Moderator of the Assembly, as preses or moderator, shall form
the Commission for the trial of the case.

7. When the place of trial is fixed at any other place than Edinburgh, the ballot shall

be taken from the members of Assembly from such adjacent Synods as may be fixed by
the Assembly, with the exclusion of the Presbytery in which the case may have originated.

8. In the event of the uuavoiilablo absence of any of the members, thirteen shall be a
quorum ; but no other excuse for absence shall be sustained than a medical certificate, on
soul and conscience, of incapacity to attend on account of ill health.

9. When the trial is held in ]']dinburgh, the Procurator shall be bound to attend as as-

sessor to the Commission ; and when it is held at any other place, the Commission may,
if they please, have power to appoint an assessor for themselves at the expense of the

parties, when it is not convenient for the Procurator to attend.
10. At the trial the Commission shall appoint a clerk, and an ofticer or officers, also at

the expense of the parties, to assist in the conduct of the case. The evidence sliall be
given viva voce, and shall not be taken down at length in writing ; but the preses or modera-
tor, or the assessor, shall take notes of the same, and of any points of law which may occur
during the trial. Presbyteries, when they are the prosecutors, shall be entitled to act by a
counsel and agent, or one or more of their own body, appointed by them as a committee
for the purpose. The accused shall have the privilege of reply. The moderator, or,

if the committee shall require it, the assessor, shall sum up ; and the majority of the Com-
mission shall decide ; the moderator having no vote excepting in case of equality.

11. It shall not be competent to appeal against the finding of the Connnission, except-
ing on the ground of misdirection in point of law. Such appeal shall only bo competent
to the next General Assembly ; and the party desiring to appeal shall intimate his inten-

tion to that effect, according to the present practice of the Church, and shall lodge his rea-

sons of appeal with the clerk of Assembly within one month after the date of the judg-
ment. If he fails to do so, he shall be held to have fallen from his appeal, and the case

shall be disposed of accordingly.

12._ The facts having been determined by tlie Commission ; and the appeal, if any, on
questions of law having been disposed of, or fallen from, the moderator of the Commission
shall forthwith intimate the judgment to the Presbytery in which the cause originated, by
causing the clerk to send an extract of it to the moderator and clerk of Presbytery, where-
upon the Presbytery shall proceed, according to the rules of the Church, to summon the

party accused, and pronounce sentence in terms of said judgment.
13. That an act of Parliament shall be obtained to enforce the attendance of witnesses.
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XIII.

Sess. ult, June I, 1835.

—

Standing Orders to be observed as to the Business oftlie
General Assembly.

The Procurator, as Convener of the Committee on the Form of Process, then sub-
mitted a series of llesohitions on the subject of making Motions and putting the
Vote, and also on the Printing of Papers ; and the Assembly agreed to convert these

into Standing Orders of the House.

I.

—

0:S MOTIONS AND VOTES.

1. A motion, whether original or amended, shall be given in to the Clerk in verit-

ing, as soon as it shall have been made to the House, and immediately read to the
•House by the Moderator.

2. When a motion is duly seconded, and in possession of the House, it shall not
be competent to make any alteration upon it, excepting in the shape of an amend-
ment, or second or third motion, as the case may be, regularly proposed to the House,
unless it shall be consented to by the mover and seconder of any other motion or
amendment then before the House.

3. The person who makes the first motion shall have a right to reply ; after which
, the debate shall be held to be definitively closed ; and no other person shall be en-
titled to speak, excepting with regard to the manner of putting the vote.

4. All motions, except the first, shall be considered as amendments on the first,

and disposed of accordingly.

5. When there are only two motions before the House, the question put to the
vote shall be. Motion or Amendment.

6. When there are three motions, the first question shall be, whether the second or

third motion shall be put as the aiaendnient against the first ; and the second
question shall be, whether the ^rst motion or the amer^dmcnt so fixed shall be the

determination of the House.

7. When there are more than three motions, the first question shall be, whether
that last proposed shall be put as the amendment, and so on till only three remain,
when the procedure shall be as prescribed in Article 6.

8. In causes, it shall not be competent to move an amendment to the motion, un-
less it be of such a nature as to decide the case, or to forward it in its progress.

II. ON THE PRINTING OF PAPERS.
I

1. That all papers laid on the table of the Assembl}' shall be printed in the quarto
form used in the Court of Session.

2. That it shall not be necessary to print petitions for the opinion of the Procura-
tor, or for aid ; or any other merely formal applications, which do not contain any
statement on their merits.

3. That the extracts firom the minutes of the Inferior Courts shall always be
printed entire.

XIV.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1835.

—

Act for alterina the Day oJM-eeting of the Synod of Glenelg,

and of the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale in May.

The General Assembly appoint the meeting of the Synod of Glenelg to be changed
from the third Wednesday of July to the Wednesday preceding the opening of the

General Assembly by one calendar month.
The Genei-al Assembly also appoint the meeting of the Synod of Lothian and

Tweeddale in May, to be holdcn henceforth on the second instead of the first Tues-
day of that month.
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XV.

Sess. lilt., June 1, 1835.

—

Acton tlie Examination of Students Te&iding heyond the

Bounds of this Church, before their entrance on the Study of Divinity.

On the Report of the Committee appointed to class Returns to Overtures, that a

majority of Presbyteries had approved of this Overture, the General Assembly pass

the same into a Standing Law of the Church.

The General Assembly therefore did, and hereby do, resolve, enact, and declare,

that students not resident within the bounds of the Church of Scotland, who liave

finished a course of philosophy in any of the Universities of Scotland, may, previous

to their enrolment as students of divinity, be examined by the Presbytery within

whose bounds the University at which they have studied is situated, either at the end

of the last session of their course of philosophy, or immediately before the commence-

ment of their first session in divinity.

XVI.

Sets, ult., June 1, 1835 Overture anent a Hehreto Exercise.

(Sec Act 10th, Assembly, 1836.)

XVII.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1835.— Overtures ancnt the Annual Examination of Students of
Dicinity.

(See Act 8th, Assembly, 1837.)

XVIII.

Sess. nit., June 1, 1835.— Overturefor the Examination of Students on the Catechetical

Standards of the Church.

(See Act 9th, Assembly, 1837.)

XIX.

Sess, ult., June 1, 1835.

—

Declaratory Act for Ex-plaining the Acts relative to the

number of Commissioners sentfrom Presbyteries,

Whereas, by the 5th Act of Assembly, 1694, and the 6th Act of Assembly, 1712,

appointing the number of representatives for Presbyteries, there is a proportion ob-

served between the number of ministerial charges in each Presbytery, and the num-
ber of its representatives, yet the regulations contained in the said Acts are no farther

expressed, than to allow six ministers and three ruling elders as the representatives

of each Presbytery whose number exceeds thirty, the General Assembly, according

to the design of said Acts, do declare and appoint, that in future every Presbytery, the

ministerial charges in which shall exceed thirty-six, shall send to the Assembly seven

ministers and three ruling elders ; and every Presbytery whose ministerial charges

shall exceed forty-two, shall send eight ministers and four ruling elders ; and, farther,

that in every case in which a Principal or Professor of Divinity in a University shall

be entitled, in virtue of his office in such University, to a seat in the Presbytery of

the bounds, (the said Principal or Professor not holding at the same time a cure of
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souls within the Presbytery,) the office of such Principal or Professor shall be held,

as far as regards the number of representatives to be elected by the Presbytery, to

be a ministerial charge.

XX.

Sess. ult, June 1, 1835.— Overture on New Churches.*

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on New Churches,
which was given in by Dr M'Farlan, and read. The Assembly approve thereof,

and agree to transmit the same to the Presbyteries for their consideration, with a

view of its being converted into a Standing Law of the Church.

1. That the Act of Assembly, 1798, anentthe Erection of Chapels of Ease, be rescinded,

2. That Presbyteries shall have the power of granting constitutions to new churches,

under the control, and liable to the review, of the General Assembly.

3. That when a petition shall be presented to them for a new erection, they shall strictly

observe the following rules :

—

\st, They shall cause to be cited, in the usual form, all parties having interest,—namely,

the minister and kirk-session of the parish in which the new churcii is to be built, the

heritors of the parish, and in royal burghs the magistrates, allowing an interval of at least

ten free days between the date of the citation and the day for entering on the consideration

of the petition.

2dly, In every petition for a new erection, the petitioners shall be required to state ex-

plicitly and minutely the number of persons who may be accommodated in the intended

church, the sum subscribed for its erection, the persons or corporate body in whom it is

proposed to invest the property, the wished-for mode of electing the minister and other

office-bearers, the provision made for keeping the church in repair, for defraying the ex-

pense of communion elements, and all the other circumstances with which the Presbytery

may deem it necessary for them to bo acquainted ; and the constitution shall contain regu-

lations as to these matters, and shall prescribe the bounds of the parish to be erected, the

Presbytery abstaining carefully from giving decree for a new erection when there is not a

reasonable prospect of the churi'h being permanent.

idly. The Presbytery shall make such arrangements as may appear to them to be adapted
to each particular case. They shall, however, in all cases, require that, by the title-deeds,

the church shall be inalienably mortified as a ehurcli in connection with the Church of

fScotland, and that the building and ground shall not be subject to be made liable for the

debts of the church or chapel.

ithly. Good and sufficient security shall be given for the regular annual payment of the

minister's stipend, which shall not be under L.80.

Ijthly, In every constitution it shall be expressly provided, that no profit shall be drawn
by contributors from the churcli, in the shape of interest, seat rents, or otherwise.

Qlhly, No constitution shall be granted till two-thirds of the expense incurred in purchas-

ing ground and building the church shall have been liquidated.

Ithly, It shall be provided in all constitutions, that wliensoever a permanent endowment,
of not less than L.lOO per annum, shall be secured by act of Parliament, allocation out of

the teinds, or mortification by the heritors, the whole collections at the church-doors shall

be paid into the poor's funds of the parish, notwithstanding any special provision thereanent
iu the constitution, but subject to such deductions as are competent by law, in the case of

ordinary parish churches.

"Sthly, When the terms of the constitution shaU have been settled, and the requisites

above mentioned complied with, the Presbytery shall pronounce a deliverance erecting the

church into a parish church, and the district into a parish ecclesiastical, in which the

minister shall exercise aU the functions of a parish minister, agreeably to the Act of As-
.senibly, 1834, and sanctioning the constitution agreed on ;

provided always, that where the

Gaelic language is to be used in the cliurch, the Presbytery shall not assign to it any ex-

clusive parochial district to the whole of the inhabitants of which the minister shall be

pastor, but thall assign certain limits to aU the Gaelic inhabitants, in which it shall be his

• This Overture was re-transmitted in 1836, amended and transmitted again in 1837; and in 1838 was
remitted to a Committee for further consideration Ed. 1843.
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peculiar duty to minister, and of such of whom as join liis congregation, he and his session'

shall have the exclusive spiritual jurisdiction, subject to the review of the superior judica-

tories of this Church.
4- That it shall be competent for all parties to appeal, if thej see cause, against the

actings of the Presbjterj ; and appeals shall be taken directlj to the General Assembly

;

but appeals on points not affecting the proposal for a new erection shall not sist procedure.

5. That it shall be competent for the trustees or managers, or the minister and session,

to apply to the Presbytery for alteration in the constitution of aU such churches already

erected and constituted, or hereafter to be erected and constituted ; and the Presbytery

shall thereupon cause all parties interested to be cited, and after inquiring into the circum-

stances and grounds of the application, shall report the same to the General Assembly, who
may sanction such alterations as are not inconsistent with the regulations hereby enacted.

6. That Presbyteries shall report all new erections and constitutions to the General

Assembly wliich shall be holdeu next after such erection shall have been made.
7. That this act shall not be construed to extend to the case of rebuilding, or re-erecting,

on another site the churches of such parishes as are or may be established by decree of the

Court of Teinds.

8. That nothing in this overture shall be construed as aflF«cting the right of Presby-

teries and parish ministers to sanction the establishment of preaching stations within their

bounds.

XXI.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1835 Act appointing a Day of Humiliation.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, having taken into serious con-

sideration the prevailing sins of this land, did, and hercl)y do, in conformity with the

freijuent practice of this National Church, especially in its earliest times, appoint a

day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer, to be universally observed throughout the

bounds of the Church, on 'i'hursday, the 23d day of July next to come, earnestly

exhorting all ranks of men to unite together in confession, supplication, and inter-

cession to the Almighty God, that, in fulfilment of his gracious promises to the con-

trite, he may be pleased to forgive us our multiplied and aggravated transgressions,

and to turn away from us his threatened judgments. And the several Presbyteries

of this Church are hereby enjoined to take care that the said day of humiliation shall

be reverently kept ; and all jjarcnts and masters are admonished to warn the mem-
bers of their families, and especially the young, to beware of converting the time set apart

for this devout and solemn exercise into a day of idleness and rela.tation, lest, by ne-
glecting to consider their ways, and to turn to Him who hath smitten, and who
alone can heal, they provoke the vengeance of Heaven, and bring down on themselves
swift destruction.

The General Assembly further ordains all ministers to read this Act from their

pulpits on the Lord's Day immediately preceding the said 23d day of Jti,ly, or on some
other convenient day, with the Address hereunto subjoined.

address to the min^sters, elders, and people, of the church of scotland.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,

We have appointed a day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer, to be soleinnly observed
throughout the Church of Scotland ; and in virtue of that authority with vhich we are in-

vested, we call upon you to suffer the word of exhortation.

We need not inquire in what respects, and to what extent, the former times were better
than these. We have ground for believing that there have been periods when this portion
of the United Kingdom was more distinguished than it is now for the attention of the in-

habitants to the religious instruction of children, the careful reading of the Holy Scriptures,
the duty of family devotion, and attendance on public ordinances, as well as the prudent,
temperate, industrious, and peaceable habits, which are nourished and strengthened by the
knowledge and love of the truth. But, without attempting to estimate the comparative de-
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merits of this our day, and the ages which are past, it is sufficient cause of humiliation,
that with us, even with us, are sins against the Lord our God, and that iniquity must prove
our ruin, if, after having heen weighed in the balances, and found wanting, wo continue
hardened and insensible, while God, by the voice of his Providence, is loudly calling us to
turn to Ilim with all our heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning.

Let us, then, search and try our ways
; and let us all, in our several stations, make con-

, fession of the innumerable and grievous trespasses by wliich we have augmented the fierce
anger of the Lord.

Far be it from us to lead away your thoughts from the manifest occasions of humiliation
which exist within the Church to any of those which prevail without. Ill would it become
a people laden with iniquities to fast for strife and debate, and to foster a spirit of variance,
emulation, envying, and vain-glory, instead of the penitential exercises of self-denial ami
self-abasement. Let us seriously reflect, whether, as ministers, and elders, and members
of the Church, we have, in any respect, left our first love, and let us remember whence we
have fallen, and repent and do the first works, in which our fathers excelled, lest our of-
fended Judge come quickly, and remove the candlestick out of its place.

If among us who bear the vessels of the Lord, and who have been allowed to keep the
charge of his sanctuary, there has been any decline in the exercise of vigilant superinten-
dence, and salutary discipline, and rightly dividing the word of truth,— if there has been
any undue relaxation of labour, either in public teaching, or in the attentions which re-
quire to be paid from house to house,—if there has been less devoted ardour, or less per-
severing diligence, in feeding the flock of the Chief Shepherd, than was worthy of our vo-
cation,—if we have not sufficiently commended the excellency of the knowledg'o of Christ,
and the pleasantness and profitableness of a holy life,— if we have failed to make full proof
of our ministry, by pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left,—it is now high time to awake out of sleep,
and to cast the beam out of our own eyes, that we may see clearly to cast the mote out of
the eyes of our brethren.

And if among you, brethren, for whose souls we are bound to watch, there be any root of
bitterness, any forgetfulness of God, any hatred of the light, any disrelish for the doctrine
of grace, any preference of the things of time to the interest of the eternal world, any in-

dulged disposition to dishonour the name of God, to profane his Sabbaths, to counteract
the free course of his Word, to resist tlie operation of his Spirit, to yield to the influence of
the ungodly and worldly lusts, which the grace of God teaches us to deny,—and thus, by
carnality of mind, to live in a state of enmity against God,—be admonislied even now,
while it is called to-day, to consider your ways, to cast off all the unfruitful works of dark-
ness, to loathe and renounce all the forms of intemperance which degrade the nature of
man below that of the beasts that perish, to live soberly, righteously, and godly in tlia

world, and to walk circumspectly before God, not as fools, but as wise.'redeeming the time,
because the days are evil.

In the course of this Assembly our attention has been drawn to many painful facts, all

of which must, in a great measure, be traced to neglect or remissness in the discharge of the

great duties of our Christian stewardship. The result of aU our inquiries impresses on us

more and more the appalling consideration, that in all the most populous districts of the
kingdom multitudes are passing onward to eternity, in utter ignorance of the only way of sal-

vation, and many thousands of children are growing up to manhood, without being brought
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and we dare not acquit ourselves of the

guilt of having failed to provide the means which it might have been in the power of our
hand to employ, for averting or removing these growing evils. We have cause to blush
and be ashamed when we reflect on the supineness which has too long and too extensively

prevailed in the bosom of a Church which, even in its infant state, was so strenuous and so

successful in lifting up the standard against all the varieties of error and ungodliness ; and
we desire to apply to ourselves, as well as to you, the exhortation to be watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain and are ready to die. We have reason to fear that the
example of indifference to the value of spiritual blessings has not originated with the lower
orders ; and if among them there be less now than formerly of the regular observance of the
offices of a religious life, and less firm and ardent attachment to the principles of the Re-
formation, for wliich our fathers struggled and bled, we are constrained to own, that far

less diligence and zeal have been exercised than the pastors and teachers of former gene-
rations were wont to manifest, in stirring up both the high and the low, without respect of

it persons, to the faithful performance of these sacred duties.

It is also a subject of serious lamentation that in our various colonies, peopled, as some
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of them are, to a great extent, with natives of Scotland, who were in their jouth trained up
in attachment to the doctrines and worship of this Church, there is so great a destitution

of the opportunities of i-eligious instruction, that many have become reconciled to the habit
of living in a state of estrangement from all Christian fellowship, and have yielded to the
temptation of casting off the restraints of piety, and foregoing the precious consolations of
God,—while many others, holding fast the profession of their faith, and hungering for tha
bread of life, have been, year after year, imploring from us that brotherly aid which our
hands have been too slack in rendering. And though we liavo not turned away our ear
from their reiterated cry, we have neither pleaded so perseveringly as we ought with the
Ciovernmoat, nor sufficiently stimulated the bounty of the wealthy, many of whom might
have been willing to communicate to so good a work as that of providing instruction in

righteousness to souls pining under the famine of the Word of the Lord.

Not less humbling is the reflection that in the vast regions of the East, whence wealth,
with a train of luxuries, has flowed profusely into this land, so slow has been the pro-

gress of Christian truth, that even at tliis hour an hundred and thirty millions of Imman
beings are said to bow the knee at the altars of idolatry ; while no effort, except on a most
minute scale, and during a very brief period, has been made by our Church to rescue these

bond-slaves of superstition from the power of darkness, and to translate them to the glo-

rious liberty of the children of God. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that there is hope in Israel concerning this thing ; and that, though it be but as

yesterday, the sons of the stranger have now begun to be taught to do the work of evan-

gelists in their native land, and thus have we the gladdening prospect of seeing a seed

raised up to serve the Lord, and to be accounted to him for a generation who shall come
and declare his righteousness to a people who shall be born.

That our exertions have hitherto been so languid and inefficacious, may be regarded as

a mortifying symptom of the littleness, if not the lack, of the faith which purifieth the heart

to the unfeigned love of tlie brethren ; and if it be so with us, we cannot too earnestly pray
that God may be pleased to forgive our past omissions of duty, and to animate us by his

grace, that we may henceforth abound more and more, both in the cultivation of personal

piety, and in the labour of bringing others to the knowledge of that truth by which alone

they can be sanctified and saved.

It may be also too justly laid to our cliarge, that in dealing with such as follow not with

us, we have occasionally been less patient and peaceable, less gentle and conciliating, than

becomes the followers of Him, who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; and if in this

or in any other respect we have been verily guilty concerning our brethren, rather provok-

ing one anotlier than overcoming evil with good, let us resolve more strictly to judge our-

selves, and more tenderly to exercise forbearance towards others, in meekness instructing

those that oppose themselves, that, following after charity and peace with them that call

on the Lord out of a pure heart, and avoiding questions and contentions whicli are unpro-

fitable and vain, we may all come, in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

In recommending such healing courses, we would by no means countenance any surren-

der of sound and stedfast principle. The wisdom that is from above, being first pure and
then peaceable, constrains aU who are under its influence to contend earnestly for the faith

which was once delivered unto the saints ; but they who are most valiant for the truth know
well that it is more eflicaciously conveyed from soul to soul when it is spoken in love, than

when the unbridled tongue proclaims the vanity of its professions of religion by indulging

in bitterness, and wrath, and clamour, and uncharitableness. These arc not the fruits of

the Spirit ; nor is it to be expected that while such effusions of worldly-minded animosity

are poured forth, truth will spring out of the earth, or righteousness look down from hea-

ven. For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of Goil.

Humbling ourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, and endeavouring everj|

man to understand his errors, and to know the plague of his own heart, let us lay aside the

sin that doth so easily beset us, and come to the Throne of Grace with the sacrifice of a

broken spirit, which God will not despise ;—let us pray the Lord of the harvest that he may
return and look down from heaven, and visit this vine, and the vineyard which liis right

hand hath planted, causing it to take deep root, and fiU the land, and to send out its boughs

to the sea, and its branches to the ends of the earth ;—and let such of us as are keepers of

the vineyard, watching on the walls of Zion, and seeing eye to eye, lift up the voice toge-

ther, and continue instant in supplication, until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high,

and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fiuitful field bo counted for a forest ; and the

work of righteousness shall be peace, aud the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance

for ever.
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XXII.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1835.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is to be holden at Edin-
burgh, on Thursday, the 19th day of May 1836.

Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Assembly, by

John Lke, CI Eccl. Scot,

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1836.

I.

Sess. 1, May 19, 1836.— The King's Commission to the Right Honourable Lord
Belhaven.

GULIBLMUS, &C.

n.

Ses$. 1, May 19, 1836.— The King's most gracious Letter to the General Assembly.

William, R., &c.

IIL

Sess. 3, May 20, 1836.

—

The General Assembly's Answer to the Kin^s most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 10, May 2^, 1836.— C'vimission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Riding Elds for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assemb.y, &c.

V.

Sess. 10, May '2S, 1836.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his Ma-
jesty's Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.

6s
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VL

Sess. 3, Mai/ 20, 1836 Act Disjoining certain Parishesfrom the Presbytery ofKirityre,

andformiiici them into the Presbytery of Islay and Jura.

The General Assembly of the Churcli of Scotland did, and hereby do, disjoin the

parishes of Killarrow, Kildalton, Kilchoman, Kilineny, Oa, Portnaliaven, Jura, and
Colonsay, from the Presbytery of Kintyrc, and form these seven parishes into a new-

Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Islay and Jura, the scat thereof to be at

Bowmore ; and the General Assembly appoint the first meeting of this newly elected

Presbytery to be held at Bowmore, on the third Wednesday of July next.

VII.

Sess. 6, May 24, 1836.

—

Act Disjoining certain Parishesfrom the Presbytery ofDunkeld,
andforming them into the Presbytery of Jf'eem.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland did, and hereby do, disjoin the

parishes of Weem, Logierait, Dull, Kenmore, Fortingall, Killin, Rannoch, Foss,

Glenlyon, and StrathfilUm, from the Presbytery of Dunkeld, and form these ten pa-

rishes into a separate Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Weem, the seat

thereof to be at Weem ; and the General Assembly appoint the first meeting of this

newly elected Presbytery to be held at Weem, on the last Wednesday of October

next.

VIIL

Sess. 7, May 25, 1836

—

Act infavour of India Missions.

The General Assembly ofthe Church of Scotland did, and herebydo, nominate andap-
poiut the ministers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and the following elders, who are

members of Assembly, viz., Charles Fergusson, Esq., &c. ; to be a committee of this As-

sembly for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, and for managing the funds

subscribed and given for that purpose, with the whole powers conferred by former Acts

of Assembly, and with power also to appoint sub-committees ; and particularly, a sub-

committee of their number, consisting of nine, for more effectually furthering the

great end in view. Of the general committee, nine are hereby declared to be a quo-

rum ; and of the sub-committee to be appointed, three are hereby declared to be a

quorum. The committee shall hold stated monthly meetings, for dispatch of busi-

ness, in the Presbytery Hall, or other suitable j)lace, on the first Monday of every

month, at two o'clock, with power always to adjourn as shall be needful, and to meet
on all occasions when urgent business shall demand. And the said general commit-,

tee arc herebv enjoined and required, by themselves, and through their sub-commit
tee, to attend to the instructions and regulations formerly approved by the General

Assembly, for the propagation of the Gospel abroad ; with power to make and carry

into effect such farther regulations, and to adopt such measures as to them may seem
most beneficial, such farther regulations and the measures adopted to be sub^

mitted to next Assembly ; and the said general committee are hereby appointed to

report their diligence, and that of their sub-committee, in calling forth the benevo-

lence and support of the Christian public of Scotland, their prudence in the expendi-

ture of the funds obtained, and generally their management, and the success and ex-

tent of their operations in foreign parts. The General Assembly renew their former

recommendations to the ministers throughout the Church, that they continue their

exertions in aid of the funds of the Mission, and earnestly recommend that in every

I
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parish there be a collection yearly, on behalf of this important cause ; and that

one minister in every Presbytery be appointed to receive contributions, and transmit

them to the Treasurer.

IX.

Sess. ult; May 30, 1836.

—

Act in favour of Colonial Churches, *

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Colonial

Churches, which was given in and read by Principal Macfarlan, the convener, who
\vas farther heard on the subject. The General Assembly approve of the report, and

appoint the following ministers and elders, viz., the Moderator, &c. ; a special com-
mittee for carrying the measures suggested by said report into effect, to be called,

" The General Assembly's Committee for promoting the Religious Interest of Scot-

tish Presbvterians in the British Colonies." Appoint this committee to meet in

Edinburgh on the Wednesday after the rising of the Assembly, at eleven o'clock, a. m.,

and thereafter statedly on the Tuesdays before the stated meetings of the Commission,

with power at their first said meeting to choose their own clerk, and, if necessary,

their treasurer ; and with power to appoint sub-committees to meet in Edinburgh,

Glasgow, Aberdeen, and elsewhere, for the purpose of collecting funds, and further-

ing the objects of their appointment. The Assembly recommend to the Presbyteries

of the Church to make public collections within their respective bounds, so as to en-

able the committee to send ministers and other teachers to stations in the Colonies,

where their services are required, and to assist those already employed there, whose

circumstances call, in a peculiar manner, for sympathy and assistance ; and the com-

mittee is empowered to apply the funds put under their management to the purposes

above mentioned, and instructed to continue in correspondence with the several

Synods, Presbyteries, and, where these have not been formed, individual clergymen

in said Colonies. This committee is farther instructed to correspond and co-operate

with the Colonial and other societies having the same benevolent o'ojects in view

;

and it is a special instruction to them to renew, in the name of the Assembly, the

application made by the last General Assembly to his INIajesty's government, in sup-

]iort of the Memorial presented by the clergy of Upper Canada respecting the Clergy

Reserve Fund. It is also made a special instruction to this committee, that they act

in terms of the report in matters respecting the churches in Van Uiemen's Land. And
the committee is instructed and empowered to embrace every proper opportunity of

asserting and practically maintaining the rights of members of the Church of Scotland

resident in the British Colonies, to all the privileges and emoluments secured by the

Treaty of Union to the Established Churches of the United Kingdom. The Assem-

bly appoint the report, with their deliverance thereon, to be printed, with such docu-

ments as the committee may think proper to add in an appendix, and to be circulated

throughout the Church and in the Colonies.

X.

Scss. ult, May 30, 1836.

—

Act ancnt a Hehnw Exercise.

The Committee on Returns to Overtures, having reported that a majority of

Presbyteries had approved of the Overture on a Hebrew Exercise, the Genera!

Assembly pass the same into a Standing Law of the Church.

The General Assembly, therefore, with the view of more effectually promoting the

great end of the Christian ministry in our National Established Church, did, and

hereby do, resolve, enact, and declare, that as nothing can be more important to the

* The Assembly of this year added the Coloni,al Churches to the number of tlie Schemes of the Church

of Scotland for the Advancement of the Cause of Christ at Home and Abroad. A Committee of Covre-

spondencc had previously existed.

—

Ed. 184."i.
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interests of the Christian Church, than the adequate preparation of those who are to

sustain the office of the sacred ministry, for the discharge of the duties of that office

;

and as an exact and critical acquaintance with the Scriptures in the original languages

is an attainment that is indispensable for enabling them, by the Divine blessing, to

convey to the minds of the people a just and accurate knowledge of the revealed will

of God ; a critical Hebrew Exercise on some portion of the original text of the Old
Testament shall henceforth be appointed to be prepared and delivered by every theo-

logical student in the course of his attendance at the Divinity Hall, in addition to

those exercises which are already prescribed by the Church.

XI.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1836.— Overture and Interim Act, with Begulations for carrying

into effect the Act of Assembly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers. *

Whereas the General Assembly have declared, enacted, and ordained, in terms of

their Act, passed into a law of the Church on the 29th May 1835, on the subject of

the Calling of Ministers ; and whereas it is necessary, for regulating the forms of pro-

ceeding under that Act, that some precise and definite rules should be laid down,

the General Assembly do, therefore, with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries

of this Church, declare, enact, and ordain, that the following directions and regula-

tions shall be observed:

—

1. That, at the first meeting of any Presbytery, after a vacancy occurring in any parish,

or on any application regularly brought before the Presbytery, for the appointment of an as-

sistant and successor, the Presbytery shall ascertain that a roll of the male heads of families,

being members of the congregation, and communicants in the church, has been completed

in the manner herein after directed ; and that, if such a roU has been made, they shaU pro-

ceed to purge the same, by striking off the names of all persons who may have died, ceased

to bo members of the congregation, or fallen under church censures, since such roU was so

made up.

2. That, in case a roll has not been so completed, they shall at that meeting appoint one

of their number to act as moderator, with the elders of the parish, to constitute a kirk-

gession, or, where there are no elders, two or more of their own number to act a» a kirk-

session, in making up a roll, in terms of the regulations hereby enacted, and shall ordain

the said roU, duly attested, to be produced to them at their next meeting, or any special

meeting to be appointed for that purpose.

3. That in no case shall tlie day for moderating in the call be appointed until the roll

shall have been completed and purged, to the satisfaction of the Presbytery.

4. That, in order to ascertain definitively the persons entitled, at any particular time, to

give in dissents, every kirk-session which has not already made up a roll of the male heads

of families, in conformity to the enactment of last General Assembly, shall, within three

months of the rising of this present General Assembly, make up a roll of the male heads of

families, who are members of the congregation, and in country parishes resident within the

same, and who are, at the date thereof, and have been for at least twelve months previous

thereto, in full communion with the Church. And, lest any doubt should arise as to who
are heads of families, it is hereby declared that the term includes unmarried men and
widowers, as well as married men, provided they occupy houses of which they are proprietors

or tenants, and eldest sous when their fathers are deceased, provided they are of the age of

* The fuUowing is the notice of the transmission of this Overture in the Proceedings of Assembly, 1836:

—

" The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on the Regulations as to the Calling of

Ministers, which was given in by Lord Moncreiff, the convener, and read. The General Assembly approve

of the Report, and order tlie Overture and Regulations to be transmitted to Presbyteries for their consi-

deration, and converted the same into an Interim Act. Mr Clark of Inverness dissented in his own name,

and in the name of those who may adhere to him, from the resolutioa to convert the Overture and Regula-

tions into an Interim Act, in so far as these regulations enjoin Presbyteries to sustain the Call, in every

case where there is not a majority of dissents by male heads ol families in full Communion with the Church,

Mr Mackenzie dissented from the resolution to transmit the Overture and Regulations, and convert them

into an Interim Act. A Committee named with power to receive any new or additional returns which

may be sent to them on or before the first of March next, with instructions to consider the e and the re-

turns already received, and to report to ne.\t Assembly.'

—

Ed. 1843



1836. OP THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 1061

twenty-one years or upwards, and reside in the same house with their mothers, they being
always in full communion with the Church.

5. That the roll so made up shall be open to inspection by any parishioner or member
of the congregation, for the space of one week, of which notice shall be given from the
pulpit, and thereafter shall be authenticated by the moderator and session -clerk, and then
transmitted to the Presbytery ; and after being inspected by the Presbytery, and counter-
signed on each page by the moderator, shall be returned to the kirk-session, and form part
of its record for the foresaid purposes.

6. That the said roll shall be revised and re-adjusted immediately after the occasion of
dispensing the sacrament in the parish which shall have last preceded the 22d of November
in each year, and shall bo open for inspection in the same manner as before, and shall be
re-transmitted to the Presbytery before the expiry of the first week of December.

7. That the said list or roll, as last revised before the vacancy in the parish, or before
any application, as aforesaid, for tlie appointment of an assistant and successor, where a
roU has been duly made up, revised, and authenticated, after being examined and purged,
as provided under the first regulation, or tlie roll made up immediately after such vacancy or
application, where none had been made before, shall be the only roll for determining the
persons entitled to be reckoned in any dissents to be offered against the admission of any
presentee to be minister, in the moderating in a call ; but it shall still be the duty of tlw
Presbytery to remove from tlie said roU the names of all persons who may have died, re-

moved from the parish, or become otherwise disqualified, previous to the time appointed
for moderating in the call.

8. That when a presentation shall be received by the moderator of a Presbytery, he shaU,
within two days after it comes to his hand, call a meeting of Presbytery, to take place not
less than eight, nor more than twelve, days from the date of such intimation

; provided that
no meeting of Presbytery shall have been already fixed to take place within three weeks ;

and that, if such meetiug has been appointed, he shall merely give notice that the presenta-
tion has been received, and will be laid on the table at that meeting.

9. That when any Presbytery shall be prepared to appoint a day for moderating in a
call to the person presented, they shall appoint one of their own number to preach in the
church of the parish on a day not later than the second Sabbath thereafter ; that he shall,

on that day, intimate from the pulpit that the person presented will preach in that church
on the first convenient Sabbath, so as it be not later than the third Sabbath after such in-

timation, and also on some other Sabbath ; and that he shall, at the same time, intimate, that
on another day to be fixed, not later than tlie nest Friday after the day last appointed for

the presentee to preach, the Presbytery will proceed, within the said church, to moderate
in a call to such person to be minister of the said parish in the usual way ; but that the
PresbyteVy, if they deem it expedient, may appoint the presentee to preach oftener than
twice, provided that the day for moderating in the call be not more than six weeks after

that on which it was appointed.

10. That on the day appointed for moderating in the call, the Presbytery shall, in the
first instance, proceed in the same manner in which they were in use to proceed before the
passing of the Act of Assembly, 1835, anent Calls.

11. That if there shall not be dissents by a major part of the persons standing on the
roll, made up and regulated in manner herein before directed, and if no special objections

be made, the Presbytery shall sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement of
the presentee, according to the rules of the Church.

12. That if dissents are tendered by any of the male heads of families, whose names stand
on the roU above referred to, such dissents shall either be personally delivered in writing
by each of the persons dissenting separately, or taken down from his oral statement by the
moderator or clerk of the Presbytery ; but that no person shall be entitled so to dissent
who shall have previously petitioned the patron for the appointment of the person pre-
sented ; it being always open to him to state special objections at the proper time.

13. That if dissents so lodged do not amount in number to the major part of the persons
standing on the roU, and if there be no special objection requiring consideration stated, the
Presbytej-y shall sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement, according to the
rules of the Church.

14. That if it shall appear that dissents have been lodged by an apparent majority of the

persons on the said roll, the Presbytery shall adjourn the proceedings to another meeting,
to be held not less than ten free days, nor more than fourteen, thereafter.

15. 'I'hat it shall not bo competent to receive any dissents, except such as shall be duly
given in at the meeting for moderating in the call, as above provided ; but it shall be com-
petent to any person, who may have lodged a dissent at that meeting, to withdraw such dis-



1062 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 183G.

sent at any time before the Presbjtery shall have given judgment on the eifect of the dis-

sents.

16. That in case the Presbytery shall, at the second meeting appointed, find that there

is not'truly a majority of such persons on the roll dissenting, and no special objections be

stated, they shall sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement according to the

rules of the Church.
17. That in case the Presbytery shall, at that meeting, find that there is a majority of

the persons on the roll dissenting, it shall be competent to the patron or the presentee, or to

any member of the Presbytery, to require all or any of the persons so dissenting to appear

before the Presbytery, at a meeting to be appointed, to take place within ten days at far-

thest, at some place within the parish, and there and then to declare in terms of the Act of

Assembly, 1835 ; and if any such person shall fail to appear, after notice in writing, either

personally or at his dwelling-house, shall have been duly given to him, or shall refuse to

declai-e in the terms required, the name of such person shall be struck off" the list of per-

sons dissenting, and the Presbytery shall determine whether there is still a major part dis-

senting or not, and proceed accordingly.

18- That if the Presbytery shall find that there is at last a major part of the persons on

the roll dissenting, they shall reject the person presented, so far as regards the particular

presentation, and the occasion of that vacancy in the parish ; and shall, within two days

thereafter, intimate this their determination to the patron, the presentee, and the elders

of the parish.

19. That if, at the meeting for moderating in the call, dissents by a majority on the roll

shall not be stated, and if any special objections to the settlement of the person presented,

of whatever nature such objections may be, shall then be stated to the Presbytery by any

person entitled to object by tlie general laws of the Church ; and if such objections appear

to be deserving of deliberate consideration or investigation, the Presbytery shall delay the

farther proceedings in the settlement till another meeting, to be then appointed, not later

than eight days thereafter, and give notice apud acta to all parties concerned then to attend,

that they may be heard.

20- That if the special objections so stated aff'ect the moral character or the doctrine of

the presentee, so that, if they were established, he would be deprived of his licence, o^ of

his situation in the Church, the objectors shall proceed by libel, and the Presbytery shall

take the steps usual in such cases.

21. That if the special objections relate to the insufficiency or unfitness of the presentee

for the particular charge to which he has been appointed, the objectors shall not be requir-

ed to become libellers, but shall simply deliver, in writing, tlreir specific grounds for ob-

jecting to the settlement, and shall have full liberty to substantiate the same ; upon all

which the presentee sball have an opportunity to be fully heard, and shall have all compe-

tent means of defence : That the Presbytery shall then consider these special objections,

and, if it shall appear that they are not suflioient, or not well-founded, they shall proceed

to the settlement of the presentee, according to the rules of the Church ; but if the Presb;y^-

tery shall be satisfied that the objector or objectors have established that the presentee is

not fitted usefully and sufficiently to dis.'hargc the pastoral duties in that parish, then they

shall find that he is not qualified, and sliall, within two days thereafter, intimate the same

to the patron, it being always in the power of the ditt'erent parties to appeal from the sen-

tence pronounced by the Presbytery, if they shall see cause.

22. That the Pre.sbytery shall not receive such special objections in any case, until after it

has been finally ascertained whether tlierc are dissents by a majority of the persons on the

roU ; but it shall always be competent, as soon as this is ascertained, to state special ob-

jections.

23. That if the Presbytery shall have rejected the presentee, and if the patron shall give,

a presentation to another person within the time limited by law, the proceedings shall agaiu|

take place in the same manner as above laid down, and so on, in regard to successive pre-

sentations within the time.

24. That if no presentation shall be given within the limited time, to a person from

whose settlement a majority on the roll do not dissent, or who shall not be excluded in con-

sequence of special objections, the Presbytery shall then supply the vacancy, tanquamjure

devoluto.

25. That cases of settlement by the Presbytery jttre devoluto shall not fall under the

operation of the regulations in thi.s and the relative Act of Assembly, but shall be proceed-

ed in according: to the general laws of the Church applicable to sucli cases. But every

person who shall have been previously rejected in that parish shall be considered as dis-

qualified to be inducted into that parish on the occasion of that vacancy.



1836. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 1063

26. That in case any appeal shall be taken against any judgment or proceeding of the
Presbytery, previous to the time when they are prepared either to proceed to the settle-

ment, or to declare the presentee to be disqualified, and reject the presentation, such appeal
shall not sist procedure ; but the Presbytery, if they resolve to proceed to the settlement,
shall delay doing so 'till the appeal be disposed of; and, if tliey reject the presentee, it

shall be still competent to him to discuss the merits of any appeal which may have been
duly entered.

27- That, in the districts of Orkney and Zetland, the Synod of Glenelg, and the Synod
of Argyle, the number of days appointed by this Act with regard to meetings and for other
purposes, shall be double the number above provided.

28. That the regulations in this Act shall be applied to aU cases of vacancies in which the
Presbytery has not already appointed a day for moderating in the call ; but the General
Assembly hereby renew and continue the Interim Act with regulations, enacted and trans-
mitted by last Assembly, in regard to all cases in which the day for moderating in the call

may have been already appointed ; declaring it to be still in force as to all such cases, but
no others.

29. That the Presbyteries of the Church are hereby enjoined to use all diligence to see

that the regulations hereby laid down are duly observed and followed out ; and also to use
their utmost endeavours to bring about liarmony and unanimity in congregations, and be
at pains to avoid every thing which may excite or encourage unreasonable exceptions in

people against a worthy person, who may be proposed to be their minister.

The General Assembly agree, without a vote, to transmit the above Overture
and Regulations to Presbyteries for their opinion ; and, in the mean time, they con-
vert the same into an Interim Act.

The General Assembly, in transmitting this revised and amended overture for regu-
lating the due execLitlon of the Act of Assembly on Calls, now passed into a Stand-
ing Law of the Church, think it of importance that the people of the parishes in Scot-
land should not be misled as to the nature and effect of that Act. It gives to them
a negative voice against the intrusion of any minister into the parish, whom they are

compelled, under the solemn sanction of their conscientious belief, as Christians, un-
influenced by any extraneous consideration, to declare to be unfit for the ministry in

that parish. But the Act is not intended to confer any rights of a different nature

;

and any attempt to wrest it to other purposes must defeat its object, and injure the
fair interests of the people which it is meant to protect. All canvassing and cabal-

ling, therefore, for obtaining the appointment of a particular person to be minister,

and all combination beforehand for that purpose, are inconsistent with the principle

of the Act, and ought to disable every man who acts with a due regard to his

Christian character, whatever may be his opinion on the law of patronage, from con-
scientiously declaring in the terms which may be required of him. The Act has been
proposed, and after much deliberation, passed by the whole Church, for the benefit

of the people, according to the view taken by the movers of it, of their rights under
the existing law. But, in order that it may have any chance of producing such bene-
fit, it must be fairly acted on by the patrons, the Presbyteries, and the people,—each
party using the rights, and discharging the duties belonging to each, with the honest
and single purpose of obtaining a good and faithful minister for the parish. It is only
when this spirit shall duly influence all the parties, that any measure devised by the

General Assembly of the Church can be expected to accomplish the great ends for

which it is intended,—the spiritual edification of the people, their peace, happiness,

and prosperity, and the strength and stability of the Church of Scotland.

XII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1836.— Overture anent the Qualification of Representative Elders.

(See Act 12th, Assembly, 1839.)
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XIII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 183G.—Overture on the Form of Process.
m

(Re-transmitted.)

XIV.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1836.— Overture anent the Annual Examination of Students of
Divinity.

(Re-transmitted.)

XV.

Sets, ult., May 30, 1836.— Overturefor the Examination of Students on the Catechetical
Standards of the Church.

( Re-transmitted.)

XVI.

Sess. ultf May 30, 1836.—-Actfor Altering the Day of Meeting of the Synod of
Sutherland and Caithness,

The General Assemblj appoint the next meeting of the Synod of Sutherland and
Caithness to be held as hitherto, on the third Wednesday of July, and the meeting
of Synod immediately following, on the last Wednesday of April 1837, and thence-

forth, annually, on the last Wednesday of April.

XVII.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1836.— Overture on New Churches.

(R e-transmitted.)

XVIII.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1836.—»0«er/Mrc o?i the Appointment and Ordination of Professors

of Theology.

(See Act 12th, Assembly, 1838.)

XIX.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1836.

PASTORAL LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND ON FAMILY WORSHIP.

The General Assembly, having considered and approved the Overtures recom-

mending a renewed Admonition for the purpose of stirring up the people of

this land to the faithful and regular observance of the worship of God in their

families, did, and hereby do, require the following Pastoral Letter to be read

by all the ministers of this Church from their several pulpits, on the first con-

venient Lord's Day after it shall come into their hands.

i
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The General Assembly of the Church op Scotland, To our dearly beloved people :

Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord.

On your behalf, brethren, we thank God, whom we serve with our spirit in the Gospel of
his Son, that your faith and devotion have long been spoken of throughout the world ; and
we are bound always to have remembrance of you in our prayers night and day, greatly

desiring tliat, like your forefathers in times of clearest light, you may continue stedfastly

in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, abounding in the exercises

of that unfeigned godliness, which is profitable unto all things, having prolnise of the life

that now is, and of that which is to come.

In compliance with the solicitations of many who watch for your souls, and are jealous

over you with godly jealousy, we have resolved to issue this brotherly exhortation on the
sacred and indispensable duty of family worship,—not as if we had any recent ground for

apprehending that it is likely to fall into more extensive neglect, but because we know too

well that it is by no means universally practised, and because even' the purest minds
require to be stirred up by way of remembrance, that, while they hold fast the profession

of their own faith without wavering, they may consider one another to provoke and en-

courage, by good counsel and good example, to the love of truth and holiness, and to the

liabitual and serious observance of those offices of piety, whereby, as surely as the body is

nourished and refreshed by its daily bread and its nightly rest, the soul of man, through the

nurture and admonition of the Lord, is progressively matured in excellence and strength,

tiU it is advanced to the perfection- and glory of its immortal existence.

In calling your attention to this momentous topic, we think it superfluous' to enlarge on
tlie high obligations by which the duty is enforced—obligations which are involved in the

very constitution of our frail and dependent being, and impressed on the understanding and
the heart by the persuasive voice of Scriptural authority, opening the ears of men and
sealing the instruction, by which God speaketh, not once or twice, but at sundry times,

and in divers manners, adding line upon line, precept upon precept, promise upon promise,

and threatening upon threatening, so as to bring perpetually to remembrance both the

blessings which are multiplied to them that fear the Lord, and the fury which is poured
out on the families which call not on his name. The appointment of the reasonable ser-

vice of bowing down at the domestic altar before the Lord our Maker, that, in waiting for

the promised eifusion of the Spirit of grace and supplications, we may be filled with the

fruits of righteousness, has ever been regarded by all men of sound mind and Christian ex-

perience, not as the imposition of aU irksome yoke, but as the conveyance of an inestim-

able privilege ; for as often as we mark the tokens of God's power and presence in making
the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice, must every enlightened and purified

heart, lifting up its affections to the Father of spirits, acknowledge, with triumphant satis-

faction, that it IS a good thing to show forth his loving-kindness in the morning, and his faith-

fulness every night.

To those only who have tasted and seen it, can we speak intelligibly of the tranquU de-

light which is awakened and sustained by such periodical acts of household worship, as are

not a mere formal ceremony in which the members join with reluctant or cold compliance,

but the fervent utterance of lips, which, out of the abundance of the heart in which the

love of God is shed abroad, are, by the influence of that unquenchable aSection, most
pleasingly constrained to celebrate the mercies which are new every morning, and to offer

up the spiritual incense of prayer, with as unceasing regularity as from the sanctuary of

Israel the smoke of the evening sacrifice arose, or as the early dew of Hermon descended

on the mountains of Sion, when there the Lord commanded the blessing—even life for ever-

more.

Without all controversy, the benefits produced by this hallowed exercise are inefiably pre-

cious. It isnot enough to say that thus are devout and grateful emotions awakened,—thus

is faith in the superintending Providence and holy promises of God confirmed,—thus are

the graces of humility, resignation, and patience, nourished and increased,—while, with

the contemplation of the infinite excellence, the unwearied beneficence, and the everlast-

ing strength of the Lord Jehovah, we contrast the instability, deceitfulness, and desperate

wickedness of the heart of man; By the infallible testimony of Heaven we are authorised

to afiirm constantly that there is an efficacy in the prayer of faith, which, though inexpli-

cable by our feeble understandings, must, through aU ages, continue to avail as much as it

did in the days of those patriarchs, prophets, and righteous men, who, as princes, had power

with God, when receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, they had grace to serve him
acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. The Lord is ever nigh unto them that are of a
broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit, when, taking with them the words

which inspired wisdom has taught them to utter, they lift up their desires at his footstool,

6 T
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not seeking great things for themselves, or panting after the dust of the eartli, or sighing

for the vain delights of the sons of men, but thirsting and longing for the blessedness of the

man whose transgression is forgiven, and who, being justified'by faith, has peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have no encouragement to hope that, by taking thought
for temporal satisfactions, we shall find grace in the sight of the Lord ; but if we aspire

after the best gifts which are the heritage of the faithful, seeking first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, we believe and are sure that his divine power will give us all things

that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to

glorj and virtue. Though our Father in the heavens knoweth what things we have need
of before we ask them, and though the purposes of his everlasting kindness are often ful-

filled more substantially by withholding than by granting the desires which we naturally

cherish, it is only to them who worship him in spirit and in truth that he has promised to

do exceeding abundantly above all that they ask or think ; and we have no more solid

ground to espect that we shall receive without asking, or that we shallfind without seeking,

than the husbandman has to look for an abundant harvest springing up in tlie fields which
he has neither planted nor watered, or than the merchant has to calculate on receiving his

own with usury for the talent which has been tied up in a napkin or buried in the earth.

It is not for us to unfold the laws of the spiritual world, so as to demonstrate why and
how it is that the communications of heavenly influence and favour are in any degree sus-

pended on the freq^uency and fervency of our supplications. But this we know, that, as in

old time the father of the faithful commanded his children, and his household after him,
to unite with him in the exercises of a lioly life, that the Lord niiglit bring upon Abraham
that which he had spoken of him,—even so, in all generations, may the willing and obe-

dient hope, that, while seeking unto God, and committing their cau.se to him who doeth

great things and unsearchable, they place their confidence not in their own importunity or

their own efforts, but in the exalted merit and prevalent intercession of the Mediator of

the New Covenant, they cannot fail to bo made partakers of that abundant grace which
ought to be the chief object of all our prayers, and which is never denied to the humble.
We know assuredly that our lieavenly Father giveth his Holy Spirit to them who ask

him ; and if, for the sake of his beloved Son, he is pleased to bestow this unspeakable gift,

in answer to the prayer of tlie believing soul, why should we hesitate to admit that it is

of the Lord's mercies that, by the eternal ordination of divine wisdom, prayer has been
rendered one of the sure and sufficient means of transmitting to tlie faithful evei-y other

good and perfect gift which comoth down from the Father of lights, with whom is no vari-

ableness, neither shadow of turning ?

To the duties of social prayer and thanksgiving, accompanied with that instruction in

righteousness which the reading of tlio Scriptures is calculated to impart, let the benefits

thus conferred on your several domestic circles operate as a strong incitement. It is not,

indeed, within the compass of human ability to infuse grace into the souls which are most
tenderly beloved. But great will probably bo the influence of a pious example on those

who confide in your aff'ection, and have cause to revere your worth. If your children and
dependants perceive that, while you are not slothful in the business of time, you are also

fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, and that, while you provide for your own the food and
the raiment, which are obtained by the blessing of God on the hand of the diligent, you ask

for them that bread of heaven which strengtheneth the heart, may you not hope that they

will be stirred up both to pray and to labour for the meat which endureth to life everlast-

ing, and that they wiU learn to regard the favour of God as a better portion than the abun-

dance of corn and wine ? May you not hope that, while your own minds are elevated, by
contemplating the works of creation, providence, and redemption, and by reflecting on the

dignified and endearing relation to which you have been raised, in having "received the

spirit of adoption, whereby you cry, Abba, Father," they who look up to you for guidance

and protection will take pleasure in approaching to God, and, through the experience of the

peace of walking with the wise, will bo taught to abhor the enticements of sinners, and to

hold fast that which is good ? And even in the case of those who, through perversity of

heart, and the snares of an evil world, have forsaken the path of integrity and truth, may
it not be hoped that tlie wise counsels which they have for a season forgotten, and the

devotional habits which they have long failed to imitate, will, like the bread cast up-

on the waters, be found after many days y Small must have been your experience of the

di.scipline of Providence, if you have never known so much as one who had wandered so

far from the way of peace as to disappoint the earnest expectations of his father, and to

turn the joy of her who bare him into bitterness, but who, after his own wickedness had
corrected him, and his backslidings reproved him, has been awakened to new obedience,

by recalling to his agonized mind, with reverential awe, the solemn image of the parental
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guide, in whose quiet habitation the daily exercises of prayer and praise hallowed every
pursuit, lightened every care, soothed every sorrow, and seasoned every enjoyment, so as
to render the voice of rejoicing and salvation in the tabernacles of the righteous a lively

type of the blessed conversation of heaven, and a delicious foretaste of the fellowship of
the saints in light.

If ye know these things by your own experience, or by the incontrovertible testimony of
them who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, happy are ye if ye do them. Nor can
you have peace and safety if, knowing what is good, you leave it undone.
And while you present your supplications for yourselves and your families, forget not

the eternal concerns of the families which call not on the name of God. If it be, as it

ought to be, your hearts' desire that they may be brought to the obedience of the Gospel,
brethren, pray for us, and for all the ministers of the truth, that the word of the Lord may
have free course and be glorified, even as it is with you. Such an intercession as this will

assuredly prove eflBcacious towards the enlargement of the household of faith, if all of you,
both small and great, not only in the congregations of the upright, who, in heaviness of
heart, sigh for the abounding of iniquity and the failing of truth, but in your families

apart, and in your unseen retirements, prostrate yourselves at the footstool of your Father
in heaven, who seeth in secret, and pour out your desires before him in that effectual fer-

vent importunity which, like the long and patient waiting of the husbandman for the pre-

cious fruit of the earth, wiU, according to the sure word of promise, issue in plenteous showers
of blessings, not confined to any favoured spot, or any privileged community, but dropping
down fertility far and wide, over fields co-extensive with the inhabited world, filled as it

shall be in that evening-time of light with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the

waters cover the sea ; and thus the God of the whole earth, in remembrance of his holy
covenant, and in fulfilment of the good pleasure of his goodness, will arise and have mercy,
not only on the mountain of holiness, in which he had his dwelling in time past, but on all

in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord ; so that, while he clothes

his priests with salvation, and makes his people shout for joy, the ways of Zion, which
liave mourned, because few came to the solemn feasts, shall be thronged with the multi-

tudes who keep the holy day with thanksgiving in their hearts, and the high praises of God
in their mouths,—wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of those times of refreshing

from the presence of the Lord, when his work shall appear before the face of his servants,

and his glory to their children ; and they that fear the Lord, being all replenished with
the riches of grace, shall take that sweet counsel together which revives the inward part,

and knits the brotherhood of Christians in the unity of the faith and the holy bond of per-

fectness. " Then shall the offering of his people be pleasant unto the Lord as in the days
of old, and as in former years." " And the Lord will create upon every dweUingplace of

Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a
flaming fire by night ; for upon all the glory shall be a defence."

XX.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1836.

—

Act recommending Collections for the Four Schemes of the
General Assembly.

The General Assembly, considering the obligation which lies on this Church to

promote to the utmost extent of the means wherewith God hath entrusted them, the

progress of the Gospel of Christ among our own people, our brethren in the colonies,

and the heathen throughout the world ; and considering farther, how greatly our ef-

forts have been impeded from a want of due arrangements for properly collecting the
contributions of our several congregations, and confiding in the liberality and Christ-

ian zeal, were fit occasions regularly presented to them for contributing to the ad-
vancement of the four great Schemes now prosecuted by the Church, and recited in

the Overtures above mentioned, earnestly recommend to all the ministers of this

Church to make collections on behalf of each of these objects, vig. (1.) The Church
Extension Scheme ; (2.) Colonial Churches

; (3.) Education
; (4.) Foreign Missions.

And the Assembly direct, that within eight days after each collection every minister

shall transmit to the clerk of his Presbytery a return of the amount of the collection

in his parish ; and the said clerk shall communicate to the committee of Assembly for

the Scheme for which the collection is made a statement of the whole returns within
his Presbytery ; and that the committees for the several Schemes shall annually re
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port jointly to the Assembly the collections of the several Presbyteries for each of

the said objects, with the names of the minisfers who have failed to make the collec-

tions as recommended. Farther, the General Assembly appoint every minister, on
the Sabbath immediately preceding that on which each collection is to be made, to

give due intimation thereof from the pulpit, accompanied with such information on
the object of the collection as he may deem fitting ; and they earnestly urge on their

faithful people seriously to consider the duty under which they lie liberally to con-

tribute towards the advancement of Christ's cause, according to the means wherewith
God has blessed them. And, finally, the General Assembly appoint this Act to be

read on every Sabbath when intimation of a collection is given as aforesaid.

XXI.

Sess, ult., May 30, 1836.

—

Act appointing the Diet of the next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be holdeo

at Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th ofMay 1837.

ExtraC;ted ^om the Records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by

John Leb, CI, Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 18, 1837.

I.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1837.

—

The King's Commission to Lord Belhavent

Gdlielmus, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 18, 1837

—

His Majesty's Letter to the General Assembly.

William, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 3, May 20, 1837

—

Tlie General Assembly's Answer to the Kin^a most grficiout

Letter.

May it pleaae your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1837

—

Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers
and Ruling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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V.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1837.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing his

Majesty's Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.

VI.

Sess. 6, May 24, 1837.

—

Act infavour of India Missions.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland did, and hereby do, nominate
and appoint the ministers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and the following elders,

who are members of Assembly, viz., James Stark, Esq., &c. ; to be a committee of

this Assembly for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, and for managing
the funds subscribed and given for that purpose, with the whole powers conferred by
former Acts of Assembly, and with power also to appoint sub-committees; and
particularly, a sub-committee of their number, consisting of nine, for more effectually

fiirthering the great end in view. Of the general committee, nine are hereby de-

clared to be a quorum ; and of the sub-committee to be appointed, three are hereby
declared to be a quorum. The committee shall hold stated monthly meetings for

dispatch of business in the Presbytery Hall, or other suitable place, on the first

Monday of every month, at two o'clock, with power always to adjourn as shall be

needful ; and to meet on all occasions when urgent business shall demand. And the

said general committee are hereby enjoined and required, by themselves, and through
their sub-committee, to attend to the instructions and regulations formerly approved
by the General Assenibly for the propagation of the Gospel abroad ; with povyer to

make and carry into effect such farther regulations, and to adopt such measures as to

them may seem most beneficial, such farther regulations, and the measures adopted,

to be submitted to next Assembly ; and the said general committee are hereby ap-

pointed to report their diligence, and ,that of their sub-committee, in calling forth the

benevolence and support of the Christian public of Scotland, their prudence in the

expenditure of the funds obtained, and generally their management, and the success

and exjtent of their operations in foreign parts. The General Assembly renew their

former recommendations to the ministers throughout the Church, that they continue

their exertions in aid of the funds of the mission^ and earnestly recommend that in

every parish there be a collection yearly on behalf of this important cause ; and that

one minister in every Presbytery be appointed to Receive contributions, and transmit

them to the treasurer.

VII.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1837.

—

Overture and Interim Apt, with Regulations for carrying
into effectthe Act of Assembly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers.*

Whereas the General Assembly have declared, enacted, and ordained, in terms of
Iheur Act, passed into a Law of the Church on the 29th May 1835, on the subject of

The foUovring is the notice respecting the transmission of this Overture and Interim Act :

—

" The Report on the Regniations in reference to the Overtures (ind Interim Acts relating to the Calling
of Ministers was given in by Lord Moncreiff and read. It was moved and seconded, That the words after
' provided," in the 8th regulation, under the second head, shall be omitted. It was also moved and seconded,
That the Assembly approve of the report of the Committee as amended, and transmit the regulations to the
Presbyteries, convert them into an Interim Act, renew the Committee on these regulations, and enjoin
Presbyteries to transmit their suggestions as to these regulations to that Committee, on or before the 1st
of March, that the whole may be deliberately considered, and a report made to the next Assembly. A
vote being taken, the second motion was carried by a majority of 1 15 to 76." Ed. 1843.
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the (falling of Ministers; and whereas it is necessary, for regulatinp; the forms of ])ro-

ceeding under that Act, that some precise and definite rules should be laid down, the

General Assembly do, therefore, with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of

this Church, declare, enact, and ordain, that the following directions and regulations

shall be observed :

—

I. Rules to be observed in making up and adjusting the Rof^L to be used in the

Moderation of Calls.

1. That at the first meeting of auy Presbytery after a vacancy occurring in any parish,

or on auy application regularly brought before the Presbytery for the appointment of an

assistant auJ successor, the Presbytery shall ascertain that a roU of the members of the

kirk-session and male heads of families, being members of the congregation, and com-

municants in the church, has been completed in the manner liereiu after directed ; and

that, if such a roll has been made, they shall proceed to purge the same, by striking off the

names of all persons who shall be ascertained to be dead, or to have ceased to be members
of the congregatiop, or to be under Church censures.

2. That in case a roll has not been so completed, they shall, at that meeting, appoint

one of their number to act as moderator, with the elders of the parish, to constitute a

kirk-session, or, where there are no elders, two or more of their own number, to act as a

kirk-session, in making up a roll in terms of the regulations hereby enacted, and shall or-

dain the said roll, duly attested, to be produced to them at their next meeting, or any

special meeting to be appointed for that purpose.

3. That in no case shall the day for moderating in the call be appointed until the roll

shall have been completed, and purged to the satisfaction of the Presbytery.

4. That in order tp ascertain definitively the persons entitled, at auy particular time, to

give in dissents, every kirk-session which has not already made up a roll, jn conformity

with the enactment of last General Assembly, shall, within three months of the rising of

this present General Assembly, make up a roll of the members of the kirk-session, and of

the male heads of families who arc members of the congregation, and in country parishes

resident within the same, and who are, at the date thereof, and have been for at least

twelve months previous thereto, in full cominunion with the church ; but declaring, that,

in the special case where new churches have been erected ecclesiastically, persons who are

heritors of tenants, having a legal right to sittings in the original parish church, and who
continue to be members of that congregation, shall be entered on the roll of the said ori-

ginal church, though resident in that part of the parish which has been disjoined from it.

And, lest any doubts should arise as to who are heads of families, it is hereby declared,

that the term includes unmarried men and widowers, as weU as married men, provided

they occupy houses of which they are proprietors or tenants, and eldest sons when their

fathers are deceased, provided they are of the age of twenty-one years or upwards, and
reside in the same house with their mothers, they being always in full communion with

the Church.

5. That the roll so made up sliall be open to inspection, in the hands of the session-

clerk, by any parishioner or member of tlie congregation, for the space of one week, of

which notice shall be given from the pulpit, and thereafter shall he authenticated by the

moderator and session-clerk, and then transmitted to the Presbytery ; and after being in-

spected by the Presbytery, and countersigned on each page by the moderator, shaU be

returned to the kirk-session, and form part of its record for the foresaid purposes.

0. That the said roll shall be revised and re-adjusted, in conformity with rule fourth,

immediately after the occasion of dispensing the sacrament of the Lord's Supper in the

parish, which shall have last preceded the 'J'2d of November in each year, and shall be

open for inspection in the same manner as before, and shall be re transmitted to the Pres-

bytery before the expiry of the second week of December.
7. That the said list or roll, as last revised before the vacancy in the parish, or before

any application, as aforesaid, for the appointment of an assistant and successor, where a

roll has been duly made up, revised, ^nd authenticated, after being examined and purged,

as above provided, or the roll made up immediately after such vacancy or application,

where none had been made before, shall be tlie only roU for determining the persons en-

titled to be reckoned in any dissents to be offered against the admission of any presentee

to be minister, in the moderating in a call ; but it shall still be the duty of the Presby-
tery to remove from the said roU the names of all persons who may have died, removed
from the parish, or who are under Church censures, previous to the time appointed for

moderating in the call.
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II. Rules to be observed in Moderating in the Call.

For Admitting Dissents.

1. That when a presentatien shall be received by the moderator of a Presbytery, he
shall, within two days after it comes to his hand, call a meeting of Presbytery, to take
place not less than eight, nor more than twelve, days from the date of such intimation

;

provided that no meeting of Presbytery shall have been already fixed to take place within
three weeks ; and that if such meeting has been appointed, he shall merely give notice

that the presentation has been received, and will be laid on the table at that meeting.
2. That when any Presbytery shall be prepared to appoint a day for moderating in a

call to the person presented, they shall appoint one of their own number to preach in the
church of the parish on a day not later than the second Sabbath thereafter ; that he shall

on that day intimate, from the pulpit, that the person presented will preach in that church
on the first convenient Sabbath, so as it be not later than the third Sabbath after such
intimation, and also on some other Sabbath ; and that he shall, at the same time, inti-

mate, that on another day to be fixed, not later than the next Friday after the day last

appointed for the presentee to preach, the Presbytery will proceed, witliin tbe said church,
to moderate in a call to such person to be minister of the said parish in the usual way ;

but that the Presbytery, if they deem it expedient, may appoint the presentee to preach
oftener than twice, provided that the day for moderating in the call be not more than six

weeks after that en which it was appointed.

3. That on the day appointed for moderating in the caU the Presbytery shaU, in the
first instance, proceed in the same manner in which they were in use to proceed before the
passing of the Act of Assembly, 1835, anent Calls.

4. That if there shall not be dissents by a major part of the persons standing on the
roll, made up and regulated in manner herein before directed, and if no .special objections

be made, the Presbytery shall sustain the caU, and proceed to the trials and settlement of
tlie presentee according to the rules of the Church.

5. That if dissents are tendered by any of the persons whose names stand on the roU
above referred to, such dissents shall either be personally delivered in writing by each of
the persons dissenting separately, or taken down from his oral statement by the Moderator
or Clerk of the Presbytery ; but that no person shall be entitled so to dissent who shall

have previously petitioned the patron for the appointment of the person presented, it being
always open to him to state special objections at the proper time.

G. That if the dissents so lodged do not amount in number to the major part of the per-

sons standing on the roll, and if there be no special objection requiring consideration

i stated, the Presbytery shall sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement ac-
cording to the rules of the Church.

7. That if it shall be found that dissents have been lodged by an apparent majority of
the persons on tlie said roll, the Presbytery shall adjourn the proceedings to another meet-
ing, to be held at some place within the vacant parish, not less than ten free days, nor more
than fourteen, thereafter ; and that it shall be competent to the patron or presentee, or
any person duly authorised to act in their behalf, or to any member of Presbytery, as soon
as the day of the said adjourned meeting shall be appointed, to require, by a notice given
apud acta, aU or any of the persons dissenting, to appear at the meeting so appointed, and
then and there to declare, in terms of the Act of Assembly, 1835, viz. :

—" That he is actu-

ated by no factious or malicious motives, but solely by a conscientious regard to the spiri-

tual interest of himself or the congregation ;" and that if any person having so dissented

shall fail to attend at the said meeting, or shall refuse to declare in the terms required,

the name of sucli, person shall be struck oif the list of persons dissenting: And, in order
that the notice thus appointed to be given apud acta may be effectual, the Presbytery shall,

in the commencement of the proceedings, give intimation that all persons who may intend
to dissent must remain till the termination of the proceedings of the day ; and that,

whether they remain or not, the notice, if ultimately given, shall be held as having been
duly given apud acta. Provided also, that if, from any cause, the proceedings of the said

first meeting for moderating the call shall not be completed on that day, the notice apud
acta shall still be competent and effectual as soon as the Presbytery shall appoint the
second day of meeting.

8. That it shall not be competent to receive any dissents, except such as shall be duly
given in at the meeting for moderating in the call, as above provided ; but it shall be com-
petent to any person who may have lodged a dissent at that meeting, to withdraw such
dissent at any time before the Presbytery shall have given judgment on the ett'ect of the
dissents.
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9. That in case the Presbytery shall, at the said second meeting, at last find that there
is not a majority of persons on the roll dissenting, and if no special objections be stated,

they shaU sustain the call, and proceed to the trials and settlement according to the rules

of the Church : But if the Presbytery shall find that there is a major part of the persons
on the roll dissenting, they shall reject the person presented, so far as regards the particu-
lar presentation, and the occasion of that vacancy in the parish ; and shall, within two
days thereafter, intimate this their determination to tlie patron, the presentee, and the
elders of the parish.

For receiving Special Objections.

10. That if, at the meeting for moderating in the call, dissents by a majority on the
roll shall not be stated, and if any special objections to the settlement of the person pre-

sented, of whatever nature such objections may be, shall tlien be stated to the Presbytery
by any person entitled to object by the general laws of the Church ; and if such objections

appear to be deserving of deliberate consideration or investigation, the Presbytery shall

delay the farther proceedings in the settlement tiU another meeting, to be then appointed,
not later than eight days thereafter, and give notice apud acta to all parties concerned then
to attend, that they may be heard.

11. That if the special objections so stated affect the moral character or the doctrine of
the presentee, so that, if they were established, he would be deprived of his licence, or of
his situation in the Church, the objectors shall proceed by libel, and the Presbytery shall

take the steps usual in such cases.

12. That if the special objections relate to the insufficiency or unfitness of the presentee
for the particular charge to which be has been appointed, the objectors shall not be re-

quired to become libellers, but shall simply deliver, in writing, their specific grounds for

objecting to the settlement, and shall have full liberty to substantiate the same ; upon all

which the presentee shall have an opportunity to be fully heard, and shall have all compe-
tent means of defence. That the Presbytery shall then consider these special objections,

and if it shall appear that they are not suflicient, or not well-founded, they shall proceed
to the settlement of the presentee according to the rules of the Church : But if the Pres-

bytery shaU be satisfied that the objector or objectors- have established that the presentee
is not fitted, usefully and sufficiently, to discharge the pastoral duties in that parish, then
they shall find that he is not qualified, and shall, within two days thereafter, intimate the

same to tlie patron ; it being always in the power of tlie different parties to appeal from the

sentence pronounced by the Presbytery, if they shall see cause,

13. That the Presbytery shall not receive such special objections in any case until after

It has been finally ascertained whether there are dissents by a majority of the persons on
the roll ; but it shall always be competent,- as soon as this is ascertained, to state special ob-

jections.

III. Rules to be observed in the Ultimate Proceedings.

1. That if the Presbytery shall have rejected the presentee, and if the patron shall give

a presentation to another person within the time limited by law, the proceedings shall again

take place in the same manner as above laid down, and so on, in regard to successive pre-

sentations within the time.

2. That if no preseutation shall be given within the limited time to a person from whose
settlement a majority on the roll do not dissent, or who shall not be excluded in conse-

quence of special objections, the Presbytery shall then supply the vacancy, tanquamjure
devoluto.

3. That cases of settlement by the Presbytery ^'ure devoluto shall not fall under the ope-

ration of tlie regulations in this and the relative Act of Assembly, but shall be proceeded
in according to the general laws of the Church applicable to such cases. But every person

who shall have been previously rejected in that parish, shall be considered as disqualified

to be inducted into that parish on the occasion of that vacancy.

4. That, in case any appeal shall be taken against any judgment or proceeding of the

Presbytery, previous to the time when they are prepared either to proceed to the settle-

ment, or to declare the presentee to be disqualified and reject the presentation, such appeal
shall not sist procedure ; but the Presbytery, if they resolve to proceed to the settlement,

shall delay doing so till the appeal be disposed of; and if they reject the presentee, it

shall be still competent to him to discuss the merits of any appeal which may have been
duly entered.
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IV. Time extended in Distant Synods, &c.

Application of this Act, and renewal offormer Acts.

1. That in the districts of Orkney and Zetland, the Synod of Glenelg, and the Synod
of Argyle, the number of days appointed by this Aotwith regard to meetings, and for other

purposes, may, if it be thought expedient by the Presbytery, be made double the number
above provided, or any other number not less than that prescribed in the above regulations.

2. That the regulations in this Act shall be applied to all cases of vacancies in which the

Presbytery has not already appointed a day for moderating in the call ; but the General
Assembly hereby renew and continue the Interim Act with regulations, enacted and trans-

mitted by last Assembly, in regard to all cases in which the day for moderating in the

call may have been already appointed, and also the Interim Act of Assembly, 1835, as to all

cases previously falling under it ; declaring these Acts to be still in force as to all such
cases respectively, but no others.

3. That the Presbyteries of the Church are hereby enjoined to use all diligence to see

that the regulations hereby laid down are duly observed and followed out ; and also to use

their utmost endeavours to bring about harmony and unanimity in congregations, and be

at pains to avoid every thing which may excite or encourage unreasonable exceptions in

people against a worthy person, who may be proposed to be their minister.

The General Assembly transmit the above Overture and Regulations to Presby-

teries for their consideration ; and, in the mean time, they convert the same into an
Interim Act.

The General Assembly, in transmitting this revised and amended Overture, &c.

(Same as last year.)

vm.
Sess. ult, May 29, 1837.—-^e< anent the Annual Examination of Students of Dioinity.

The General Assembly, on the report of the Committee for classing Returns to

Overtures, pass into a Standing Law the Overture anent the Annual Examina-
tion of Students of Divinity, which has received the approbation of a majority of

the Presbyteries.

Whereas it is of primary importance to the interest of religion in the Church, that

those who are preparing for the office of the ministry should be in every respect well

qualified for that office, and that the Church should have every possible evidence of

their being so, before they arc licensed to preach the Gospel as probationers ; and
whereas it would evidently tend to promote these important objects to place them, as

much as possible, during the whole period of their theological studies, under the

superintendence of the Presbyteries at whose hands they have the prospect of re-

ceiving licence ; the General Assembly enact and ordain, that eveiy Student of Di-
vinity be examined by the Presbytery within whose bounds he resides, not only pre-

vious to his being first enrolled as a Student of Divinity, and again, in certain cases,

in the third year of his attendance at the Hall, but tluit he be examined every year;

and that he be required to produce to the Professor of Divinity every session of his

attendance at the Hall, a certificate from the Presbytery of his having been examined
by them on the progress made by him in his studies, and of the Presbytery's satisfac-

tion with the same, as well as a certificate of his good moral character from the mini-

ster of the parish, before he can be enrolled.

IX.

Sess, tilt., May 29, 1837.

—

Act for the Examination of Students on the Catechetical

Standards of the Church.

The General Assembly, with the consent of the Presbyteries of the Church, as re-

6 u
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ported by the Committee for classing Returns to Oyertu,reSj enacts and ordains

as follows:

—

Whereas it is of grqat importance that all who are about to enter upon a course of

study, with a view to the exercise of the holy jninistry, should possess a gopd general

knowledge of the truths of Scripture; and whereas the Act of Assembly, ^827, by
which students are appointed to be exapiir^ed by their respective Presbyteries, pre-

vious to their enrolment as Students of Divinity, merely specifies " literature, science,

and philosophy, particularjy Greek and Latin," as the subjects of examination ; it is

enacted and ordained by .the General Assembly, that all students, pi;evious to their

first enrolment at the Divinity Hall, shall likewise be examined by their respective

Presbyteries upon their knowledge of the Christian religion, as it is exhibited in the

Catechetical Standards of the Church ; and shall produce to the Professors of Divinity

under whom their studies are to be conducted, certificates fi^om their Presbyteries,

bearing that they have passed such examination in a satisfactory manner.

X.

^e?«. ult., May 29, 1837.— Overture on New Churches.

(Overture of last year amended and rp-transmitted.)

XI.

Se^s. ult., May 29, 1837.— Overture on the Appointment and Ordirjtation of Professors

of TTieology.

(Re-transmitted.)

XIL

Sess. ult, May 29, 1837.

—

Act requiring Synod Clerks to send up their Books.

The General Assembly enjoin the clerks of the several Synods, whose books have

not been produced to this Assembly, to send them up to the Commission in August

;

and the Assembly give power to the Commission to revise and attest the said books.

XIII.

Sess. ult., May 29, 1837.

—

Act recommending Collectionsfor the Four Schemes of the

General Assembly.

Tlje General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, considering the obligation

which lies on this Church to promote, to the utmost extent of the means wherewith

God hath entrusted them, the progress of the Gospel of Christ among their own
people, their brethren in the colonies, and the heathen throughout the world ; and

considering farther, how greatly their efforts have been impedjid from a want of due

arrangements for properly collecting the contributions of their several congregations,

and confiding in their liberality and Christian zeal, were fit occasions regularly pre-
|

sented to them for contributing to the advancement of the four great Schemes now
prosecuted by the Church, earnestly recommend to all the ministers of this Church
to make collections on behalf of each of these objects, viz., (I.) The Church Exten-

sion Scheme; (2.) Colonial Churches; (3.) Education; (4.) Foreign Missions. And
the Assembly direct, that, within eight days after each collection, every minister

shall transmit to the clerk of his Presbytery a return of the amount of the collection

in his parish, specifying whether it is the fruit of a collection for one of the said oh-
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jects alone, or for two or more, and which of the said objects ; and that the said
clerk shall communicate to the committees of Assembly for the several Schemes a
statement of the whole returns within his Presbytery ; and that the said committees
shall annually rep6rt, jointly to the Assembly, the collections of the several Presby-
teries for each of the said objects : And the Assembly appoint every minister, on the
Sabbath immediately preceding that on which each collection is to be made, to give
due intimation thereof from the pulpit, accompanied with such information on the
object of the collection as he may deem titling : Farther, the General Assembly
strongly recommend,' that in all parishes, but especially in those in which circum-
stances may render a separate collection for each of the four objects inexpedient,
parochial subscriptions, by means of parochial associations or otherwise, be promoted
and encouraged, the funds collected to be appropriated to the several objects, in such
proportions as the contributors shall appoint, and failing any appointment by them,
as shall be directed by tlife minister and session ; and that all Presbyteries of the
Church adopt the measure already beneficially carried into execution in several parts

of the country, and of w'hich the Assembly highly approve, of appointing a yearly
meeting of Presbytery, of which due intimation shall be given in all the parish

churches within its bounds, and which the public shall be invited to attend, in order
to afford to every minister of the Presbytery an opportunity of stating what has been
done within his parish in furtherance of the said objects, and to give to the persons'

present, by means of addresses, by one or two of the members specially appointed for

that purpose, such information as to the progress of Christianity, at home and abroad,

as may be best calculated to arouse the benevolence of the Christian public,- and to

maintain their interest in the prosperity of the said objects. And the Assembly
earnestly urge on their faithful people seriously to consider the duty of contributing

liberally towards the advancement of Christ's cause, according to the ability where-
with God has blessed them: And, finally, the General Assembly appoint the mi-
nister of every parish within the bounds of this Church to read this Act from the

pulpit on the first Sabbath of July next to come, or where there is no i-ervice on that

day,- or where it is the communion Sabbath, on the first Sabbath thereafter.-

XIV.

Sess. ult, May 29, 19,^1.— Overture, S^c.'

(Re-transniitted.)

XV.

Sess, ult, May 29, 1837.

—

Act annexing the new Church of Fullarton, Half-way
Irvine, to the Presbytery of Irvine.

The General Assembly, oti the Report of the Committee on New Churches, an-

nex to the Presbytery of Irvine the parish, quoad sacra, called Fullarton, Half-way
Irvine.

XVI.

Sess. ult.. May 2^, l^Zl.—Act appointing the Diet of the riext General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of, this National Church is appointed to be holden at

Edinburgh, on Thursday, the ITlh of May 1838.'

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by

John Lee, CI. Ecd. Scot.
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THE PliliVCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 17, 1838. j

I.

Sess. 1, May 11, 1838.— The Queen's Commission to Lord Belhaven.

Victoria, &c.

n.

Sess. 1, May 17, 1838.

—

Her Majesty's Letter tothe General Assembly

.

Victoria, R.

Right Reverend and Well-beloved, we greet you well.—Relying on the ntimerous

proofs which you have already exhibited of your adherence to the succession of the

Crown in our family, and the general interests and advancement of the Presbyterian

religion, we most willingly renew to you the solemn obligations by which we bound
ourselves, on our succession to our throne, to maintain the Presbyterian Church of

Scotland in all its rights and privileges, as by law established.

Questions of deep importance will probably engage the attention of your venerable

body at your ensuing meeting, and we would earnestly remind you, that th-e diffu-

sion of religious peace will be best promoted, and the respect of our Scottish people

most firmly secured to your proceedings, by their discussion in that tone of calm-

ness and moderation which befits the members of a religious assembly.

We entrust into your hands with confidence, arising from past experience, the care

of the moral and religious instruction of our people, which we are always anxious to

promote ; and we feel assured that neither in your deliberations in Assembly, nor in

your separate localities, will this great duty ever be lost sight of.

We are likewise persuaded that no pains will be spared to inculcate on your re-

spective flocks the duty of subordination to their temporal rulers, and the necessity

of obedience to their lawful magistrates.

Being well satisfied with the loyalty, integrity, and zeal for our service, of our right

trusty and well-beloved Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven, we have appointed him
to represent our Royal person in this Assembly.

You have already experienced his ability to discharge the important trust,- and we
'

are persuaded that the anxiety to promote the interests of the Church of Scotland

which you have observed in him, cannot fail to render the choice of him most accept-

able to you.

Not doubting that charity and brotherly love will pervade your deliberations, we
j

commend j'ou to the guidance of Almighty God ; and so we bid you heartily fare-

well.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 7th day of May 1838, in the first year ofl

our reign..

By her Majesty's Command,
J. Russell.

in.

Sess. 3, May 19, 1838.— TTie General Assemhly's Answer tothe Queen's most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

Your Majesty's most gracious letter has been received by us with sentiments of

lively satisfaction and gratitude. Firmly attached to the Protestant faith, we have
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ever adhered to your Illustrious Family; and we rejoice to know that your Majesty
recognises the attachment which your loyal subjects feel towards your Royal House,
as intimately connected with their attachment to the Protestant faith; and that your
Majesty has willingly renewed the solemn obligation to maintain the Church of Scot-

land in all its rights and privileges, as by law established.

The questions which will engage our attention in this Assembly are of deep im-
portance to the people of Scotland, and we trust that, in our discussions, our calmness
and moderation shall be known and manifest to all men, and that our decisions may
thereby promote the peace of society, and secure the respect of the people committed
to our charge.

Having been entrusted with the spiritual interests of the people of Scotland, we
receive with heartfelt joy the expression of your Majesty's anxiety to promote their

moral and religious instruction, and of j'our confidence, from past experience, in the

manner in which we shall acquit ourselves of that sacred trust, which we are bound by
our ordination vows to fulfil ; and it is our earnest prayer that we may never, either

in our public deliberations, or in the discharge of our duties in our separate localities,

lose sight of that great object in the attainment of which, every inhabitant in this part

of your Majesty's dominions may know and believe the truth as it is in Jesus.

Your Majesty may rest assured that no pains will be spared by us to inculcate on
our respective flocks submission to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, and
to recommend to them, under the happy form of government with which they have
been blessed, to lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness and honesty.

The appointment of Lord Belhaven to represent your Royal person in this As-
sembly is most acceptable to us. Onf knowledge of the purity of his character,

and our past experience of the ability, and of the kindness and urbanity with

which he has discharged the duties of his high office, have gained for him the respect

and the attachment of the members of our Church.
We have received with sincere gratitude your Majesty's donation of L.2000 in aid

of the education of the inhabitants of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland ; and it

shall be our anxious desire to apply this sum in such a manner as may best promote
the religious and moral ends for which it has been bestowed.

In all our deliberations, it is our fervent prayer, that Almighty God may guide us,

and that He may give us that wisdom which cometh from above, so that brotherly

love may continue among us.

That He, by whom Kings reign, and who in His mercy has raised your Majesty
to rule over this great people, may long preserve you to be a blessing to this nation

;

—that He may give you to enjoy all comfort in the duties of your exalted station ;

—

and that He may endue you with grace to be found faithful in the high trust which
He has committed to you ;—and that, being found faithful, you may be blessed with
all spirit-ual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, and may finally receive a crown
of life io tlie kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, is the earnest and devoijt prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful, and most loyal

subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this G-eneral Assembly of the

Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

William Mum, Moderator.

IV.

Sess. 6, May 23, 1838.

—

The General Assembly's Address to the Queen on her

Accession to the Throne of these Realms.

TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The loyal and dutiful Address of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

!May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the
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Church of Scotland, representing the several Presbyteries, Universities, and Royal
Burghs, in this first General Assembly since your Majesty's accession, eagerly seize

this occasion now presented to us, of expressing our condolence with your Majesty,

and the Royal Family, on the death of our late beloved Sovereign, and offering

our cordial congratulations on your Majesty's elevation to the throne of your ances-

tors.

Approving of the promptitude with which the Commission of the last General

Assembly instructed a deputation of their number to convey to your Majesty their

assurances of devoted attachment, and concurring entirely in the sentiments ex-

pressed by them, we have felt highly gratified by their report of your Majesty's

favourable reception of that act of homage performed by the representatives of this

National Church.

In looking back to the peaceful reign which was closed last year, we feel ourselves

bound to express our thankfulness to the Supreme Ruler, in whose hand are the

hearts of kings, and by whose power our late illustrious Monarch was enabled to ful-

fil the duties of his lofty station with such fidelity and mildness, as to secure the af-

fections of all classes of his subjects, whose unfeigned grief at his departure was a

strong testimony of the respectful feelings with which they had contemplated his

amiable character and tranquil administration.

It has afforded us most sincere gratification to perceive how cordially the in-

habitants of the United Kingdom have hailed your Majesty's assumption of the regal

power, and how universal has been the admiration of the mature dignity and grace-

fulness with which, in early youth, the functions of government have been sustained

by a sovereign Princess, who possesses so many hereditary as well as personal claims

on their fealty.

It is our earnest hope that, through the Divine grace, your Majesty will be so

guided and strengthened, under the solicitudes of greatness, that the fulfilment of

the most arduous duties may prove a source of unfailing satisfaction to your own
heart, and of the most substantial benefits to your subjects.

It has been most pleasing to us to learn how cheerfully the constitutional pledge,

required by the Act of Union, was proffered by your Majesty, to maintain and pre-

serve inviolably the settlement of the true Protestant religion, with the government,

worship, discipline, rights, and privileges, of the Church of Scotland, as established by

the laws of the land ; laws which were framed for the purpose of securing to this Na-
tional Establishment the same privileges which are enjoyed by any other branch of

the Protestant Church in the British dominions. The attachment of the people of

Scotland to the Family from which your Majesty is descended was founded originally

on their known zeal for the cause of the Reformation ; and they have ever regarded

the stability of this august House as, under Providence, one of the bulwarks of the

Protestant faith, and of the inestimable benefits of civil and religious freedom.

Actuated by these views and principles, we account it a sacred duty to encourage

and exhort the people under our charge to maintain their loyalty to your Majesty

unshaken, and to render that willing obedience to the laws which the precepts of

the Gospel require, not only for wrath but for conscience sake.

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may multiply to your Majesty

all temporal blessings, and enrich you with the treasures of grace ;—that He may
establish your throne in righteousness, and teach your senators wisdom ;—that there

may be peace and truth in your days ;—and that, when our posterity shall walk about

Sion, remembering her towers and considering her palaces, they may have cause to

speak of the wisdom and knowledge which were the stability of the times, when a

Protestant Queen, who had been taught to fear the Lord from her youth, was a nurs-

ing mother to the Churches, which putting on charity,' the bond of perfectness, and

keeping the unity of the Spirit, had rest and were multiplied ; and above all, that

when the lustre of temporal power shall have faded away, you may receive an inherit-

ance with those that are sanctified, in that kingdom which shall not be moved, is

the hearts' desire and prayer of,
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May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most loyal,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this Gene-
ral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and by our appointment,

William Muir, Moderator.

V.

Sess. 6, May 23, 1838.— The General Assembly's Address to the Queen Dowager on

the Death of his late Majesty.

To her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen Dowager,

We, the ministers and elders of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

calling to mind the coidiality with which a former Assembly congratulated your Ma-
jesty on the occasion of your being raised to the eminent distinction of sharing the

nonours of the British throne, cannot now refrain from the expression of our heartfelt

sympathy and condolence, on the afflicting reverse which has deprived your Majesty

of an affectionate husband, and the nation of a patriotic Monarch, whose heart was

devoted to the welfare of his people.

We trust that your Majesty, under the pressure of the heavy bereavement with

which you have been visited, has experienced, in abundant measure, the efficacy of

the consolations of our holy faith ; and that, while mourning over a loss which time

cannot supply, your heart has been taught to rejoice in the victory oyer the grave,

secured to all the faithful by that Divine Prince and Saviour, who, by taking away
sin, the sting of death, has abolished and destroyed the power of the last enemy, and
brought life and immortality to light.

That it may please the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glor}', who is

the Prince of the kings of the earth, and the Judge of the widow, from his holy

habitation to pour out on your Majesty the choicest gifts of his Holy Spirit, and shed

abroad in your heart that love which passeth knowledge, enabling you, amid the trials

of life, to rejoice in the hope of the glory which is yet to be revealed, in the house

ijot made with hands, eternal in the heavens, where all who have died in fajlh shall

be kings and priests unto God, and shall reign for ever and ever, are the earnest

prayers of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most obedient,

and most devoted servants, the Ministers and Elders of this General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in pur jiame, in our presence, and by our appointment,

William Muir, Moderator.

VL

Ses^. 8, May 25, 1838.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Ituling Eldersfor discussing Affairs referr.u to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

VJI.

Sess. 8, May 25, 1838.

—

Commisidon to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing her

Majesty's Royal Bounty,

The General Assembly, &c.
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VIII.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1838,

—

Act on the Conversion of the Jews*

The General Assembly, having heard the Report ofthe Committee on the Conver-

sion of the Jews to the faith of Christ, approve of the same, acknowledge the high

importance of using means for the conversion of God's ancient people, and recommend
the object to the attention ofthe Church ; and that the ministers, in their preaching and

public prayers, more frequently avail themselves of opp;)rtunities of noticing the claims

of the Jews; and without recommending a general collection, appoint the following

ministers and elders, viz., the Moderator, &c. ; to be a committee, of which Dr Macgill

shall be convener, with power to appoint sub-committees ; the said committee to re-

ceive, and prudently expend, any contributions which may voluntarily be made by
individijals, associations, or parishes, towards this object. Appoint the committee to

collect information respecting the Jews, their numbers, condition, and character,

—

what means have hitherto been employed by the Christian Church for their spiritual

good, ai)d with what success,—whether there are any openings for a mission to their

nation, and where these are most promising,—and, generally, with full power to take

all prudent measures, both at homo and abroad, for the advatjcement of the cause,

and report to next General Assenjblj.

IX.

Sess. 7, May 24, 1838.

—

Act in favour of India Missions,

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland did, and hereby do, nominate

and appoint the ministers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and the following elders,

who are members of Assembly, viz., James Stark, Esq., &c. ; to be a committee for

the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, and for managing the funds subscribed

and given for that purpose, in any manner of -way, with the whole powers conferred

by former Acts of Assenjbly ; with power also to appoint a sub-committee of their

number in Edinburgh, consisting of nine, for more effectually furthering the grand

end in view. Of the general committee nine shall be a quorum, and ofthesub.com-

mittce three are hereby declared a quorum. The general committee shall hold stated

monthly meetings, for dispatch of Ijusiness, on the first Monday of every month, at

two o'clock, with power always to adjourn, as shall be needful, and to meet on all oc-

casions when needful business shall demand. And the said general committee are

hereby enjoined and required, by themselves, and through their sub-committees, to

attend to the instructions and regulations formerly approved by the General Assem-
bly for the propagation of the Gospel abroad, with power to make and carry into effect

such farther regulations, and to adopt such measures as to them may seem most bene-

ficial ; such farther regulations, and the measures adopted, to be submitted to next

Assembly. And the said general connnittee are hereby appointed to report their

<liligence, and that of their sub-committees, in calling forth the benevolence and sup-

port of the Christian public in Scotland, their prudence in the expenditure of the

funds obtaitied, and generally their management, and the success and extent of their

operations in foreign parts. The General Assembly i-enew their former recommenda-
tions to the ministers throughout the Church, that they continue their exertions, and

put forth farther exertions, in aid of the funds of the mission, and earnestly recom-

mend that in every parish there be a collection yearly on behalf of this most im-

portant cause.

• " The Conrersion of the .lews " was adopted as a. fifth Scheme of the Church in 1840

—

Ed. 1843.
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X.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1838.

—

Act recommending Collections for the Four Schemes of the

General Assembly.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, considering the oblio-atiou

which lies on this Church to promote, to the utmost extent of the means with which
God hath entrusted them, the progress of the Gospel of Christ amonof their own
people, their brethren in the colonies, and the heathen throughout the world ; and
considering farther, how greatly their efforts have been impeded from a want of due
arrangements for properly collecting the contributions of their several congregations,

and confiding in their liberality and Christian zeal, were fit occasions reo-ularly pre-
sented to them for contributing to the advancement of the four great Schemes now
prosecuted by the Church, earnestly recommend to all the ministers of this Church
to make collections on behalf of each of these objects, viz.

; (1.) Colonial Churches;
(2.) Education ; (3,) Foreign Missions

; (4.) The Church Extension Scheme ; and
the Assembly direct, that the committees of Assembly for the several Schemes shall

make up a joint state of the whole collections of the several Presbyteries for each
of the said objects, up to the first day of June in each year, and that each com-
mittee shall publish the same in an appendix to their annual reports. And the As-
sembly appoint every minister, on the Sabbath immediately preceding that on which
each collection is to be made, to give due intimation thereof from the pulpit, accom-
panied with such information on the object of the collection as he may deem fitting:

Farther, the General Assembly strongly recommend that in all parishes, but especially

in those in which circumstances may render a separate collection for each of the four

objects inexpedient, parochial subscriptions, by means of parochial associations or

otherwise, be promoted and encouraged, the funds collected to be appropriated to the

several objects, in such proportions as the contributors shall appoint, and failing any
appointment by them, as shall be directed by the minister and session ; and that all

Presbyteries of the Church adopt the measure already beneficially carried into exe-
cution in several parts of the country, and of which the Assembly highly approve, of
appointing a yearly meeting of Presbytery, of which due intimation shall be given in

all the parish churches within its bounds, and which the public shall be invited to

attend, in order to afford to every minister of the Presbytery an opportunity ofstating

what has been done within his parish in furtherance of the said objects, and to give

to the persons present, by means of addresses by one or two of the members specially

appointed for that purpose, such information as to the progress of Christianity at

home and abroad, as may be best calculated to arouse the benevolence of the Christ-

ian public, and to maintain their interest in the prosperity of the said objects ; and,

particularly, the General Assembly appoint the several Presbyteries to require an ac-

count of the diligence of all the ministers within their bounds in this matter, and to

record the report of every minister in their Presbytery-books ; and likewise ordain

the several Synods to take a particular account of the diligence of their respective

Presbyteries, and to record it in their S^'nod-books. And the Assembly earnestly

urge on their faithful people seriously to consider the duty of contributing libcrallv

towards the advancement of Christ's cause, according to the ability wherewith God
has blessed them.

The General Assembly appoint the minister of every parish within the bounds of
this Church to read this Act from the pulpit oji the first Sabbath of July next to

come, or where there is no service on that day, or where it is the communioa Sab-
bath, on the first Sabbath thereai'ter.

XI.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1838.—x^rf anent the Election of Commissioners to the General
Assemblyfrom the Presbyteries of the Northern and Western Islands of Scotkund.

The General Assembly enacts and ordains, That, in respect of the situation of
6x
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the Northern and ^'estern Islands frequently rendering it difficult or impossible for

the Presbyteries in these Islands to assemble on particular days during the months
of winter and spring, it shall be competent for these Presbyteries to elect their

Commissioners to the General Assembly at any time before the first day of May
in each year, due notice of the intention to elect haying been g^ven fifteen days

preceding.

XII.

Seas, ult., May 28, 183.8.

—

Act anent the Appointment arj^d Ordinatiqn of Prpfessors of
Theology.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Comtnittee for classing Returns to

Overtures, having found that the Overture anent the appointrnent and ordination of

Professors of Theology has received the approbation of a majority pf the Presby-

teries of the Church, did, and hereby do, enact the said Overture into a Standing

Law of the Church, as follows:

—

Whereas, by the law and practice of this National Church, Professors pf Theology

are declared to be ordinary officers in the Church, and have hitherto been consti-

tuent members of the ecclesiastical judicatories of the bounds within which the uni-

vensities of which they are members are severally included ; and whereas it is mani-

festly expedient, as well as conformable to the principles of this Church, as expressed

in the form of Church government approved by the General Assembly in 1645, that

every one who has the charge of giving instructions in any of the branches of theo-

logical learning to students of divinjty, should himself have passed through a com-

plete course of theological study, and have been not only licensed to preach, but

actually ordained as a minister of the Word ; and whereas ordination must be the

act of the Presbytery ; the General Assembly enact and ordain. That if at any time

hereafter a preacher of the Gospel shall be nominated a Professor of Divinity, or

Ecclesiastical History, or Biblical Criticism, or Hebrew, in any of the Universities

of Scotland, who has not been previously ordained as a minister of a charge in com-

munion with the Church of Scotland, tbe Presbytery within the bounds of which

the University lies shall be bound to take him on trials, for the purpose pf ascertain-

ing the proportion of his gifts to the station which he is to occupy, in the same

manner as if he had been appointed to the charge of a congregation within their

bounds, in order that, after being found qualified for the particular office, he may be

ordained as a minister of the Gospel, previously to his induction to his pfi]ce in the

university.

XIII.

8ess. ult., May 28, 1838.

—

Act anent the Standing Orders of the Church.

On the Report of the Committee on Standing Orders, the General Assembly agree

to the following Standing Orders ; and appoint them to be printed among the public

Acts of the Church, along with all other Standing Orders now in force:

—

1. The General Assembly of tlie jjhurch <)f Scotland direct and ordaip, That, hereafter,

all applications for tlie erection pf New Churches, and the relative documents, after pass-

ing through the respective Presbyteries, shall, alongst with the feudal titles of the site, or

drafts thereof, be transmitted one month before the meeting of each Assembly to the Stand-

ing Committee for Church Extension, or such other committee as the preceding Assembly

may have specially appointed for receiving the same ; and that such committee shall revise

the proposed constitutions and titles, and report to the Assembly their opinion as to any

alterations they may recommend to be made therein,—the said committee giving to all

parties who may have appeared before the respective Presbyteries eight days' notice of

the day fixed for the consideration of their case, in order that they may attend for their

interest ; certifying all parties applying for the erection of new churches, that if they fail
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so to transmit for revisal the documents aforesaid, their applications will not be entertained
by the Assembly : Provided always, that where the said documents have been transmitted,
they must also be tliereafter regularly passed to the Assembly, through their Committee of
Bills, in common form ; and that all parties who have made compearance in the Presbytery
shall be entitled,' as at present, to be heard before the Assembly to which the application

I
is so passed, or any committee to be appointed by them, on their objections to the erection

I
of the proposed church, or to the report of the Church Extension or other specially ap-

I pointed committee, as aforesaid,

I

2. That all papers appointed by former Standing Orders to be printed shall be lodged
• with the agent four days before the meeting of the Assembly, excepting when they relate to

( matters arising after that date, otherwise they shaU not be received nor founded on in the

I Assembly.
3. That no report of any committee shall be read to the Assembly till the principal copy

of the same shall have been lodged with the clerk.

4. That the clerk shall not give back or lend out the principal copy of any report to any
person whatever.

5. That all reports to the Assembly shall be written upon foolscap paper, so as to admit
of their being bound up in volumes ; after which it shall not be necessary to engross them
in the record.

STANDING ORDERS FORMERLY AGREED TO.

Sess. 9, 21ay 26, 1832.

The General Assembly called for the report of the commission on the Form of Process,

which was given in by the Procurator. The General Assembly agree to convert the first

eight resolutions in page 3 of the Report into Standing Orders of this House.
1. That the Committee of Overtures shall be appointed to meet on the evening of the

first Thursday of the Assembly, immediately after the rising of the Committee for Revis-
ing Commissions, and again on the following morning at ten o'clock.

2. That there shall be two sessions held on the first Friday of the Assembly, the one
thereof at twelve o'clock noon, to be spent in prayer, as at present ; the other as soon there-

after as the Assembly may choose to appoint, for the purpose of hearing the reports of the

Committees on Bills and Overtures, and for the arrangement and dispatch of business

generally. (^ These two articles have since been rescinded.)

3. That the practice of reading the Answer to the King's Letter, or any address, para-

graph by paragraph, in tlie Assembly itself, be dispensed with in future, reserving the right

of members to make such observations as may occur to them thereon as at present.

4. That on the second Thursday of its sitting, the Assembly shall determine when re-

ports of committees not previously lodged and disposed of by special order, shall be taken

IP-
S'. That rolls of the order of Causes, Overtures, Reports, and other matters of business,

shall be printed for the use of the members of Assembly.

6. That in as far as may be possible, separate days shall be set apart for the hearing of

causes, and consideration of overtures.

7. That when a Presbytery acquiesces in the sentence of a Synod, it shall not be en-

titled to appear as a separate party at the bar of the Assembly ; but the members of Pres-

bytery shall nevertheless be heard as members of Synod.
8. That in no case shall there be more than two speeches for each party at the bar, be-

sides the reply to which the appellant or complainer sliall be entitled. And when there

( are more than two parties, there shall only be one speaker, and one speech for each, besides

the reply. It being understood, that where there is more than one complainer, each shall be

considered as a different party, only in case of its appearing to the Assembly that the com-
plaints rest upon distinctly separate grounds.

Sess. ult., June 2, 1834.

The General Assembly, having heard the report of the Procurator on the following Re-
solutions, which, in terms of the appointment of last Assembly, (May 27, 1833,) had been
transmitted to the several Presbyteries of this Church, did, and hereby do, convert the same
into Standing Orders of this House.

1, That all papers, whether forming part of the Record, or produced in evidence in any
of the inferior courts, shall, at the time when they are lodged, be dated and numbered by
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the clerk of such court, and marked with his initials ; and no paper not so authenticated
shall be received in the Courts of Review, unless upon special cause shown.

'2. That, in future, all overtures transmitted through the committee, and all petitions or
other applications to the Assembly, transmitted through the Committee of Bills, shall be
printed and laid on the Assembly's table in sufficient numbers for the use of members, on
or before the first Monday of its sitting ; excepting in the case of matters which may come
to the knowledge of the Assembly during its sitting,—in which case, the overtures, peti-

tions, &o., shall be printed and laid on the table at least one day before they are discussed.
(See, as to this. No. 2, par. 1, page 1083, supra.)

3. That the libel and defences, or, when the case commences without a libel, the peti-

tion or other initiatory step, and the answers thereto, with the sentences of the inferior

courts, sliall be considered as the record.
4. That in all references, complaints, and appeals, under the exception mentioned in

article 8th, (in/ra,) tlie same, together with tlie evidence adduced, shall be printed in suf-

ficient numbers to afford a copy to every member of Assembly ; which copies shall be laid

on the table of the Assembly in sufficient time to admit of the cause being taken up on one
of the days during its sitting, otherwise the appeal or other application shall be held to
have been fallen from. (See, as to tUs, No. 2, par. 1, page 1083, supra.)

5. That when the appeal, complaint, or reference, is made merely on a point of law or
relevancy, it shall only be necessary to print such parts of the evidence, if any, as the party
may think requisite for the determination of such point of law or relevancy ; but in such
cases the papers shall be printed in such time as to enable the respondent to print any
other parts of the evidence which he may deem material for the right understanding of the
case. (See, as to this. No. 2, pm: 1, page 1083, supra.)

6. That reasons of dissent or appeal, and the answers thereto, when made, as well as all

other papers not included in the record, shall be produced to the Assembly, as hereto-
fore, but shall not be held as included in the regulation as to printing.

7. That in causes, the expense of printing shall be borne by the appellant, when there is

one. When the inferior court shall refer a cause to the Assembly, without pronouncing
judgment, the expense shall be borne by the parties mutually, under the certification that
the party refusing to pay his share thereof, before the time appointed for laying the same
on the table, shall be considered as having deserted the cause, and shall not be entitled to

be heard.

8. That when there is no appeal or reference, it shall be optional to individual members
of inferior courts, who may find it their duty to bring the proceedings of these courts under
the review of the Assembly by complaint, either to comply with the regulations as to print-

ing, or to furnish a complete written copy of the whole papers and proceedings to the Clerk
of the Assembly.

9. That in all other cases, such as petitions, ifec, the expense sbaE be boi'ne by the party
bringing the matter under the notice of the Assembly.

10. That causes arising out of trials for licence or ordination, and matters relating to

church ordinances, as also references on matters which do not affect the interests of the

parties in the cause, shall be excepted from this rule, excepting when the parties may think

;

proper to print of their own accord.

11. That a copy of every printed paper shall be kept by the Clerk of Assembly, to be
bound up and kept in the Records of Assembly, with a copy of the judgment annexed.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1835.

The Procurator, as Convener of the Committee on the Form of Process, submitted a
series of Resolutions on the subject of making motions and putting the vote, and also on

the printing of papers ; and the Assembly agreed to convert these into Standing Orders of

the House.

1 . On Motions and Votes.

1. A motion, whether original or amended, shall be given in to the Clerk in writing, as

soon as it shall have been made to the House, and immediately read to the House by the

Moderator.

2. When a motion is duly seconded, and in possession of the House, it shall not be com-
petent to make any alteration upon it, excepting in the shape of an amendment, or second

or third motion, as the case may be regularly proposed to the House, unless it shall be

consented to by the mover and seconder of any other motion or amendment then before the

House.

f
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3. The person who makes the first motion shall have a right to reply ; after which the

debate shaD be held to be definitively closed ; and no other person shall be entitled to speak,

excepting with regard to the manner of putting the vote.

4. All motions except the first shall be considered as amendments on the first, and dis-

posed of accordingly.

5. AVhen there are only two motions before the House, the question put to the vote shall

be, Motion or Amendment.
6. When there are three motions, the first question shall be, whether the second or third

motion shall be put as the amendment against the first ; and the second question shall be,

whether the first motion, or the amendment so fixed, shall be the determination of the

House.
7. When there are more than three motions, the first question shall be, whether that last

proposed shall be put as the amendment, and so on till only three remain, when the pro-

cedure shall be as prescribed in Article G.

8. In causes, it shall not be competent to move an amendment to the motion, unless it

be of such a nature as to decide the case, or to forward it in its progress.

2. On the Printing of Papers.

1. That all papers laid on the table of the Assembly shall be printed in the quarto form
used in the Court of Session.

2. That it shall not be necessary to print petitions for the opinion of the Procurator, or

for aid ; or any other merely formal applications, which do not contain any statement oa
their merits.

3. That the extracts from the minutes of the inferior courts shall always be printed

entire.

XIV.

Sess. G, May 23, 1838.

—

Resolution anent the Independent Jurisdietion of the Church

of Scotland.

The General Assembly, having heard and considered the Overtures on the Inde-

pendent Jurisdiction of the Church of Scotland, agreed, by a majority, to the follow-

ing resolution :

—

" That the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, while they unqualifiedly

acknowledge the exclusive jurisdiction of the Civil Courts in regard to the civil rights

and emoluments secured by law to the Church, and ministers thereof, and will ever

give and inculcate implicit obedience to their decisions thereanent,- do resolve, That,

as is declared in the Confession of Faiih of this National Established Church, ' The
Lord Jesus, as King and Head of his Church, hath therein appointed a government

in the hand of church officers, distinct from the civil magistrate ;' and that in all

matters touching the doctrine, government, and discipline of this Church, her judi-

catories possess an exclusive jurisdiction, founded on the Word of God, ' which

power ecclesiastical' (in the words of the Second Book of Discipline) ' flows imme-
diately from God and the Mediator Jesus Christ, and is spiritual, not having a tem-

poral head on earth, but only Christ, the only spiritual King and Governor of his

Kirk;' and they do farther resolve, that this spiritual jurisdiction, and the supremacy

and sole Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, on which it depends, they will assert

and at all hazards defend, by the help and blessing of that Great God, who, in the

days of old, enabled their fathers, amid manifold persecutions, to maintain a testi-

mony, even to the death, for Christ's kingdom and crown ; andy finally, that they

will firmly enforce submission to the same upon the office-bearers and members of

this Church, by the execution of her laws, in the exercise of the ecclesiastical autho-

rity wherewith they are invested."



1033 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1838.

XV.

Sess. 9, May 26, 1838

—

Overture anent Re-union loith Seceders.

(See Act 8th, Assembly, 1839.)

XVI.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1838.— Overture anent the Importance of Establisliing and Endotcing
a Professorship of Biblical Criticism.

(See Act 9th, Assembly, IS.'^Q.)

XVII.

Ses». ult.f May 22,, 1838.— Overture anent the Qualification cf Representative Elders.

(Re-transmitted.)

XVIII.

Sess, utt., May 28, 1898.— Overture and Interim Act, with RegiilatioTis for carryiny into

effect the Act of Assembly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers. *

The General Assembly, without a vote, re-transmit the following Overture and
Regulations to Presbyteries for tlieir consideration ; and, in the mean time, they con
vert the same into an Interim Act,—and direct the suggestions' of Presbyteries to be

transmitted to the committee on or before the 1st day of March 1839.
Whereas the General Assembly have declared, enacted, and ordained, in terms of

their Act, passed into a law of the Church on the 29th May 1835, on the subject of

the moderating in of calls; and whereas it is necessary, for regulating the forms ofJ

proceeding under that Act, that some precise and definite rules shouki be laid down, f

the General Assembly do, therefore, with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries]

• The following is the notice in the Abridgment of the transiliissicn of this Overture :^^

" Mr Shaw Stewart gave in a Report on the Overture and Regulations on the Calling of Ministers, ft'

was moved and seconded, That the Overture and Regulations be re-transmitted as amended, and that they

be converted itito an Interim Act. It was also moved, as an amendment, That the appendix, oi* appended dfe.

claratory admonition, shall be, in all future cases, taken and held by Presbyteries as a regulation, in so far al

it relates to canvassing and caballing, to the eH'ect that charges of this nature shall be held relevant to inler

disqualification for the exercise of the privilege of dissenting without cause shown, that charges of opposing

by dissent the admission of a presentee, for the purpose of obtaining the settlement of anothei*, shall infer

disqualification. This amendment was not pressed to a division. Mr Forbes dissented. It was riioved,

That the word 'not ' shall be inserted before the word 'fall,' in third sectioti of the third head of the Regu-

lations. This motion having been seconded, was negatived without a vote. The Procurator, Dr George
D. C, Buchanan, and Donald Home, Esq., dissented. It was moved and seconded, That as it has been

decided by the Court of Session, that the Act anent Calls is ultra vires of the General Assembly ; the Ge-

neral Assembly shall not transmit anew to the Presbyteries of the Church the Regulations connected with

it. nor re-appoint the Committee upon these regulations. This motion was negatived without a division.

Whereupon, Dr Cook and Dr Bryce dissented in their own names, and in name uf all those who might ad-

here to them; adhered Dr Brunton, Mr Paull, Tullynessle, Dr Bryce, Mr Vary, Mr William Martin, Dr
Murray, Mr Gibbon, R. Smyth. Esq., Mr Andrew Hell, Mr William Allardice, Captain Dalrymple, Mr
William Logic, R. Whigham, Esq., James Hope, jun., Esq., Mr John Cook, Mr Forbes, Boharm, Mr Z.

M. Hamilton, Norman Lockhart, Esq , Mr John Wilson, Mr Angus Barton, Donald Home, Esq., Mr
William Dunbar, Mr William Paul, Sir David Maxwell, Mr William Pirie, U. Anstruther Taylor, Esq,

Mr Richmond, Dr Alton. Mr J. Little, Mr Archibald Browne, Mr Christopher Nicolson, Mr M'Tavish,

William Murray, Fsq., and MrjAndrcw Murray. The motion for the re-transmission of the Overture as

amended being then put, was agreed to by the Assembly without a vote. The Committee was then re-

appointed, with additional members, to whom the suggestions of Presbyteries are to be transmitted on or

before 1st March 1839."—Ed. 1843.

i
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of this Church, declare, enact, and ordain, that the following directions and regula-

tions shall be observed :

—

I. Rules to be observed in making up and adjusting the Roll to be used in the

Moderation of Calls.

1. That at the first meeting of any Presbytery, after a vacancy occurring in any parish,

or on any application regularly brought before the Presbytery for the appointment of an
assistant and successor, the Presbytery shall ascertain that a roll of the members of the kirk-

session and male heads of families, being members of the congreggition, and communicants
in the church, has been completed in the manner herein after directed ; and that, if such a
roll has been made, they shall proceed to purge the sam,e, by striking off the names of aU
persons who shall be ascertained to be dead, or to have ceased to be members of the congre-

gation, or to be uijder church censures.

2. That in case a roll has not been so completed^ they shall, at that meeting, appoint one
of their number to act as moderator, with the elders ,of the parish, to copstjtute a kirk-

session, or, where there are po elders, two or more of their own number to act as a kirk-

session, in making up a roU, in terms of the regulations hereby enacted, and shall ordain

the said roll, duly attested, to be produced to them at their next meeting, or any special

meeting to be appointed for that purpose.

3. That in no case shall the day fpr moderating in the call be appointed ijntil the roll

shall have been completed and purged, to the satisfaction of the Presbytery.

4. 'J'hat in order to ascertain definitively the persong entitled, at any particular time, to

give in dissents, every kirk sessiofi which has not already made up a roll, in conformity to

the enactment of last General Assembly, shall, within three months of the rising of this

present General Assembly, prepare a roll of the members of the liirk- session, ayid of the male
heads of families who are members of the congregation, and, in country parishes, resident

within the parish, and who are, at the date thereof, and have beep for at least twelve months
previous thereto, in full communion with the church ; but declaring, that, in the special case

where new churches have been erected ecclesiastically, persons jvho are heritors or tenants,

haying a legal right to sittings in the ofigipal parish church, and who continue to be mem-
bers of that congregation, shall be entered on the rpll of the said original cljurch, though
resident in that part of the parish which hag been disjoined frpm it. And, lest any doubt
should arise as to who are head? of faniilies, it is hereby declared, that the term incdudes

unmarried men and yidowers, as well as pmrried inen, provided they occupy houses of

which they are proprietors or tenants, and the eldest of the sons who reside in the same
house wjth their mothers, when their fathers are deceased, provided they are of the age of

twenty-one years or upwards, they being always in full compipnion with the cjuirch.

5. That the roll so prepared shall be open to inspection, in the hands of the session-clerk,

by any parishioner or member of the congregation, for the space of one week, of which
notice shall be given frojn the pulpit, and thereafter, with any correction? or additions

which may have been piade upon it by the kirk-session, it shall be authenticated by the

moderator and session-clerk, and then transinitted to the Presbytery ; and after being

inspe.cted by the Presbytery, and countersigned off each page by the moderator, shall be
returned to the kirk-session, and form part pf its fecord for the foresaid purposes.

(6. That the said roll shall be revised and re-adjusted, in conformity to rule fourth, imme-
diately after the occasion of dispensing the sacrament pf the Lord's kSupper in the parish

which shall have last preceded the 22d of November in each year, and shall bo open for

inspection in the sapie manner as befpre, and shall be retransmitted to the Presbytery
before the expiry of the second week of December.

7. That the said list or roll, as last revised before the vacancy in the parish, or before

any application, as aforesaid, for the appointment of an assistant and successor, where a roll

has been duly ipade up, revised, and authenticated, after being examined and purged as

above provided, or the rpll made up immediately after such vacancy or application, where
none had been made before, shall be the only roll for determining the persons entitled to

be reckoned in any dissents tp be offered against the admission of any presentee to be mi-
nister, in the moderating in a call ; but it shall still be the duty of the Presbytery to remove
from the said roU the names of aU persons who may liave died, removed from the parish, or

who are under church censures, previous to the time appointed for moderating in the call.

II. Rules to be observed in Moderating in the Call.

1. That when a presentation shall be received by the moderator of a Presbytery, he shall.
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within two days after it comes to his hand, call a meeting' of Presbytery, to take place not
less than eight, nor more than twelve, days from the date of such intimation ; provided
that no meeting of Presbytery shall have been already fixed to take place witlnn three

weeks ; and he shall lay the presentation on the table at that iijeeting-

2. That when any Presbytery shall be prepared to appoint a day for moderating in a
call to the person presented, they shall appoint one of their own number to preach in the

church of the parish, on a day not later than the second Sabbath thereafter ; that he shall,

on that day, intimate from the pulpit that the person presented will preach iij that church
on the first convenient Sabbath, so as it be not later than the third Sabbath after such in-

timation, and also on some other Sabbath ; and that he shall further, at the same time,

intimate, that on another daj' to be fixed, not less than three, or more than si^, days after

the last da}" appointed for the presentee to preach, the Presbytery will proceed, within the

.said church, to moderate in a call to such person to be minister of the said parish in the

usual way ; but the Presbytery, if they deem it expedient, may appoint the presentee to

preach oftener than twice, provided that the day for moderating in the call be not more
than sis weeks after that on which it was appointed.

3. That on the day appointed for moderating in the call, the Presbytery .shall, in the first,

instance, proceed in the same manner in which they were in use to proceed before the pass-

ing of the Act of Assembly, 1835, anent Calls.

4. That if dissents are tendered by any of the male heads of fanjilies, whose names standi

on the roll above referred to, .such dissents shall either be personally delivered in writing]

by each of the persons dissenting separately, or taken down from his oral statement by the
j

moderator or clerk of the Presbytery ; but that no person shall be entitled so to dissent who!
shall have previously petitioned the patron for the appointment of the person presented, it i

being always open to him to state special objections at the proper time.

5. That if the Presbytery shall find that dissents have been lodged by an apparent ma-
jority of the persons on the said roll, it shall be competent to the patron or presentee, or any!
person duly authorised to act in their behalf, or to any member of Presbytery, to require]

all or any of the persons dissenting tiien and there to declare, in terms of the Act of As-
sembly, 1835, VIZ., " That he is actuated by no factious or malicious motives, but solely]

by a conscientious regard to the spiritual interest of himself or the congregation ;" and that,
J

if any person having .so dissented .«hall refuse to declare in the terms required, the name of I

such person shall be struck off the list of persons dissenting ; And the Presbytery shall,
]

in the commencement of the proceedings, give intimation that all persons who piay intend

to dissent must remain tiU the termination of the proceedings of the day. That it shall not
be competent to receive any dissents, except such as shall be duly given in at the meeting!
for moderating in the calf, as above provided. I

G. That if the Presbytery shall find that there is not a majority of persons on the roll]

dissenting, and if no special objections be stated, they shall sustain the call, and proceed to
J

the trials and settlement according to tlie rules of the Church : But if the Presbytery shaUJ
find that there is a major part of the persons on the roll dissenting, they shall reject the I

person presented, so far as regards tlie particular presentation, and the occasion of that va-|

cancy in the parish ; and shall, within two days thereafter, intimate this thejr determination]

to the patron, the presentee, and the elders of the parish.

7. Tliat if, at the meeting for moderating in the call, dissents by a majority on the roU

shall not be stated, and if any special objections to the settlement of the person presented,

of whatever nature such objections may be, shall then be stated to the Presbytery by any
person entitled to object by the general laws of the Church ; and if such objections appear

to be deserving of deliberate consideration or investigation, the Presbytery shall delay the

farther proceedings in the settlement till another meeting, to be then appointed, not later I

than eight days thereafter, and give notice apudacta to all parties concerned then to attend,

that they may be he^rd.

8. That if the special objections §o stated affect the moral character or the doctrine of

the presentee, so that, if they were established, he would be deprived of his licence or of his

.situation in the Chuvch, the objectors shall proceed by libel, and the Presbytery shall take

the steps usual in such cases.

9. That if the special objections relate to the insufficiency or unfitness of the presentee

for the particular charge to which he has been appointed, the objectors shall not be required

to become libellers, but shall simply deliver, in writing, their specific grounds for objecting

to the settlement, and shall have full liberty to substantiate the same ; upon all which the

presentee shall have an opportunitj- to be fully heard, and shall have all competent means of

defence : That the Presbytery shall then consider these speoial objections, and, if it shall

appear that they are not sufficient, or not well-founded, they shall proceed to the settlement



1838. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 1089

of the presentee, according to the rules of the Church : But if the Presbyterj shall be satisfied

that the objector or objectors have established that tlie presentee is not fitted usefully and
sufficiently to discharge the pastoral duties in that parish, then they shall find that he is

not qualified, and shaU, within two days thereafter, intimate the same to the patron ; it

being always in the power of the different parties to appeal from the sentence pronounced
by the Presbytery, if they shall see cause.

10. That the Presbytery shall not receive such special objections in any case, until after
it has been finally ascertained whether there are dissents by a majority of the persons on
the roll ; but it shall always be competent, as soon as this is ascertained, to state special
objections.

III. Rules to be observed in the ultimate Proceedings.

1. That if the Presbytery shall have rejected the presentee, and if the patron shall give
a presentation to another person within the time limited by law, the proceedings shall again
take place in the same manner as above laid down, and so on in regard to successive pre-
sentations within the time.

2. That if no presentation shall be given within the limited time, to a person from whose
settlement a majority on the roU do not dissent, or who shall not be excluded in consequence
of special objections, the Presbytery shall then supply the vacancy, tanquam jure devoluto.

3. That cases of settlement by the Presbyter}' jure devoluto shall fall under the operation
of the regulations in this and the relative Act of Assembly. But every person who shall

have been previously rejected in that parish, shall be considered as disqualified to be in-

ducted into that parish on the occasion of that vacancy.

4. That in case any appeal shall be taken against any judgment or proceeding of the
Presbytery, previous to the time when they are prepared either to proceed to the settlement,

or to declare the presentee to be disqualified, and reject the presentation, such appeal shall

not sist procedure ; but the Presbytery, if they resolve to proceed to the settlement, shall

delay doing so till the appeal be disposed of ; and if they reject the presentee, it shall be
Still competent to him to discuss the merits of any appeal which may have.been duly entered.

IV. Time extended in distant Synods, &c.

1. That in the districts of Orkney and Zetland, the Synod of Glenelg, and the Synod of
Argyle, the number of days appointed by this Act, with regard to meetings, and for other
purposes, shall be double the number above provided.

2. That the regulations in this Act shall be applied to all cases of vacancies in which
ihe Presbytery has not already appointed a day for moderating in the call : But the Ge-
eral Assembly hereby renew and continue the Interim Act with regulations, enacted and
iransmitted by last Assembly, in regard to all cases in which the day for moderating in

he call may have been already appointed, and also the Interim Act of Assembly, 1835, as
all cases previously falling, under it, and also the Interim Act of Assembly, 1836, as

:o all cases previously falling under it ; declaring these Acts to be still in force as to all

iuch cases respectively, but no others.

3. That the Presbyteries of the Church are hereby enjoined to use all diligence to see

hat the regulations hereby laid down are duly observed and followed out ; and also to use

heir utmost endeavours to bring about harmony and unanimity in congregations, and be

t pains to avoid every thing which may excite or encourage unreasonable exceptions in

leople against a worthy person, who may be proposed to be their minister.

The General Assembly, in transmitting this revised and amended Overture, &c.

Same as last year.)

XIX.

Sess. ult., May 28, 1838.

—

Act appointing the Diet of next General Assembly,

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be holden

t Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 16th of May 1839.

-xtracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by

JtH>J Lee, CI. Ecd. Scot.

6 Y



1090 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1838.

The following Pastoral Letter was issued bj the Commission of 1838 :

—

PASTORAL LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CHCRCH OF SCOTLAND.

Edinburgh, June 1, 1838.

The Commission of the General Assembly unanimously agree, that, in terms of

various Overtures transmitted to the Assembly, a Pastoral Address shall be framed in

the name of the Commission, and transmitted to all the ministers of this Church, to

be read to their several congregations :

—

Dearly Beloved Brethken,—We account it a high privilege, and we trust you will not

otherwise regard it, that an opportunity is granted us of communicating with you by a Pas-

toral Address. In this we follow an example, which, to the comforting of the Church, has

recently, as well as during former times, been set before us. And, desirous of following

that example, and in the same spirit, we would earnestly seize on the occasion for directing

your thoughts to some things which we are persuaded nearly concern your own peace, the

welfare of your families, the prosperity of the nation, and the good of our beloved Zion.

What we «tate to you, indeed, may be well known by you already. Yet, " to write the

same things to you to us is not grievous, but for you it is safe." We that are " put into

the ministry of the Word" are engaged to declare such things, " in season and out of sea-

son," and " here a little and there a little." And we must consider ourselves as " watch-

;

men unto the house of Israel, who are to warn them from the Lord, by the word of his

mouth." This, even the Word of the Lord, is our authority. Unto this we would bring

whatever message we give for trying the soundness and utility of our own teaching—and
unto this you are to bring whatever directions you receive for ascertaining their truth and

obligation. We ask no blind submission to our counsels. We make our appeal "to the

law and to the testimony." And it is only when we speak " the word from the Lord"
that we hold up the solemn responsibility by which you are constrained to hear.

Let us, first of all, remind you of the signal mercies which God has bestowed on our

land in bestowing on it the Protestant Faith. He chose our land out of heathenism. He
formed in it the vineyard of his own planting. And, when the vine that had borne much
pleasant fruit was overwhelmed with noxious weeds, " he looked down from heaven, and be

held, and visited this vine." He took away the miserable corruptions of the Papacy from
our land. He caused true religion to flourish in it with exceeding beauty and richness;

and he graciously settled the Protestant faith in Scotland, by the institutions of our own
Church—a Church, in her government, " founded on, and agreeable to, the Divine Word"
in her discipline, fitted to guard the purity of communion—in her worship, simple and edi

fying—in her Confession and Catechisms, prepared both to defend and spread the truth—

•

and in her salutary union with the State, receiving aid, without sacrificing one of her reli-

gious principles or ecclesiastical distinctions

Let us next remind you, however, thatwhilethe impression madeon us by these signal mer
ciesof the Lord is grateful and pleasing, it still suggests wliat is humblingto us Our religious

privileges have not been improved, have not even been valued as they ought to have been,

Neither public virtue in our land, nor family religion, nor personal godliness, have corre^

sponded with the means and op])ortunities for promoting them. The charge of unprofitable-

ness and aggravated sin, even under the highest incentives and occasions of improvement
and righteousness, is a charge tliat must be laid against us. Truly, these words of confes-

sion, employed by the prophet Daniel, for himself and his people, may suitably be uttered by

ourselves :
" We have smned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly,

and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments ; neither

have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings,

our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness be-

longeth unto thee ; but unto us confusion effaces, as at this day."

Let us remind you, farther, that while, for our personal salvation, " the long-suffering and

mercy of God should lead to repentance," the hope, too, of perpetuating our blessed privi-

leges forms another motive to an immediate and universal turning unto the Lord. It is our

devotedness, in a life of piety, to " the Author and Finisher of our faith," that raises the

best of human guards over the ordinances of our faith. It is fidelity of private and official

duty in the members of the Church that best ensures protection from the Head of the

Church, amid all occasions of anxiety for her safety. Occasions of anxiety, indeed, for her

safety, may now be gathered from many of the circumstances of the times. Enemies to

revealed truth are not inactive. Associations of unbelievers are publicly formed. Sceptical

and blasphemous works and pamphlets are circulated. Encroachments on the sanctity of

»
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the Lord's Day are, in many places, increasing. Men, whose opinions on religious subjects
are professedly very different, are leagued in enmity against the Church. Lukewarmness
in the service of Christ, and worldliuess, are prevalent. And where " iniquity abounds,
the love of many waxeth cold." But amid these causes of alarm for the safety of our Zion,
be assured, brethren, that it is in the spreading of vital godliness among ourselves that her
.safety is chiefly to be found. Be assured, that whatever our Church were to possess, either
of learning and eloquence in her ministers, or of countenance and support from statesmen, or
of zeal and wealth among her people, for rearing places of worship within her bounds, or
whatever besides, for "building up the walls of Ziou, and strengthening the bars of her
gates ;" yet all would be vain, unless the privileges given by the Divine mercy were employ-
ed for promoting the Divine glory. Be assured that it is in an increase of family and
personal religion, in the prevalence of Sabbath sanctification,—in the deepening of the
stamp of holiness on the Church, so as to mark out her people for a " peculiar people,
zealous of good works,"—it is in these, be assured, that our safety in the day of trial shall

chiefly be found. These are earnests and also means by which we may expect that, what-
ever be the flames that surround it, " the burning bush is not to be consumed."

For such reasons.brethren, we requestyou, along with us, to give thanks unto God for what
signs have appeared among us that these things are on the increase. We request you to
give thanks, too, for all such provisions for their spread, as the stated privileges of our Church
supply. And we request you, moreover, to join with us in gratefully acknowledging those
additional excitements to the spread of vital godliness among ourselves, which our Church
is affording by her calls on us to forward the grand interests of the Saviour's kingdom. She
calls on us to aid her in diffusing Scriptural education over our own country, and in sending
Christianity to the heathen, and in extending ordinances of grace among parishes at home,
where the population has outgrown the spiritual provision, and in transplanting to the
Colonies, for the benefit of our emigrants, the religion and worship of their fathers. She
calls on us, besides, to give our prayers, and, as opportunity arises, to exert zeal on behalfof
the once favoured people of Israel, with whose name and ancient privileges, with whose
outcast state and after restoration the final triumphs of the Gospel are themselves so mys-
teriously united. These, though pointing to foreign objects, are yet incentives to personal
good ; and while we counsel you to regard them as the precious occasions of furthering the
welfare of others, we counsel you, at the same time, to regard them as the precious occa-
sions of furthering the improvement of your own souls, and the stability of all your own
Christian advantages. Remember what is written in Scripture, " The liberal deviseth

liberal things, and by liberal things shall he stand." And in these you prepare a blessing

for your country and your Church, as well as for yourselves and your families.

But non-, turning to yourselves, we exhort you, dearly beloved brethren, to employ with
diligence the means of personal religion ; and, by the daily reading and studying of the

Word of (jod, and by the daily prayer and self examination of a devout retirement, let in-

crease of Christian seriousness in your hearts, and of Christian righteousness in your lives,

be the chief objects at which you aim.
And, turning also to your families, we exhort you to employ with diligence the means

of domestic religion ; and by maintaining the daily worship of God,

—

hy hallowing the

Lord's Da}-, and showing, to the inmates of your home, that you "esteem the Sabbath a
delight, hoi}', and honourable,"—by setting a godly example before the eyes of all around
you,—by asserting and keeping up, in your whole circle, the purity and order, and very
decorums of the Christian habits,—let this be your desire aud endeavour, that your house
be rendered " a Bethel," a dwelling-place of Jehovah, and thus a fit preparative both for

the sanctuarj' on earth, and for the lieavenly temple.

And ye, who are parents, be entreated hj us, on behalf of the religious and holy up-
bringing of your children. Follow no plan of educating them, in which the Word of God
is either forbidden, or employe<l for historical instruction merely, to an omission of the

peculiar doctrines of its salvation. Consider that, even where a direct assailing of the
Gospel is abstained from, irreligiou is produced where a direct communicating of the Gos-
pel is not made. While you are to desire for your children the acquisitions of secular

knowledge, let none of these, however valuable, form a substitute for the attainments of

Divine knowledge ;—and never forget that the supreme object in a Christian education is

the training of souls as the offspring of God, as the purchase of the Saviour's blood, and
the heirs of eternal life.

Be it your care, then, to "bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of the

Lord." Introduce them early to the knowledge of the Bible. Endeavour to impress them
with reverence for it. Secure their attendance on the House of God, that they may hear

the faithful exposition of it. Teach them prayer for the Holy Spirit, that He may cause
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them to feel the power of Scripture truth. And thus, praying with them, as wgII as on

their behalf, it shall come to pass that their supplications at the throne of grace being

united with yours, the blessing promised to "the families that call on the name of the

Lord" shall descend richly on you and on them.
Nor can we here omit to remind you, that, along with the Bible, your supreme guide in

the religious training of your children, you are favoured, as a subordinate guide, with the

Shorter Catechism of the Church. And we most earnestly beseech you to value it highly,

and to use it diligently for that purpose. Great is the benefit which, under the blessing of

God, has been derived from employmg this Catechism, in the religious instruction of youth.

Much of the sound religious knowledge that prevails in our native land may be traced to

it. Never was a summary of Christian doctrine and duty compiled, that, for correct, and

clear, and impressive statement of divine truth, equals it, or comes near it. Arranged with

exactest method,—expressed in a style peculiarly definite,—comprehensive in its bearings,

however brief in its details,—stating the Scripture mysteries, without any vain attempts to

solve them,—illustrating the Scripture precepts, by concise and forcible views ofmoral obli-

gation,—and enriched throughout with Bible proofs of every answer,—the Shorter Cate-

chism is an incomparable religious manual, and well worthy of being used, constantly and

prayerfully used, in your families. By your explaining those terms in it, which comprise

so much of important meaning witliin so small a compass,—by breaking down the answers

into their portions, and opening up the scope and tendency of each,—by putting questions

of your own on them, and raising new inquiries, according to the replies that are given

you,—by showing the connection that subsists between the several parts of the Catechism,

—

and especially by impressing the Scripture proofs, in their suitableness for confirming its

statement ofdoctrines and duties, you will find tliat, as subordinate to the Bible, this offers

you a " form of sound words," the use of which, through the blessing of the Holy Spirit,

shall render your children wise unto salvation.

But, dearly beloved brethren, the time should fail us, did we try to say aU that, in the

fulness of hearts, earnest for your welfare, we would think of addressing to you. We just

entreat you, therefore, out of concern, not only for yourselves and families, but also for

your country and your Church, that 3'ou give serious attention to the things, such as have

now been spoken. And let us assure you, that if, in answer to prayer, the influences of

" pure and undefiled religion" be more and more widely spread, through the personal ex-

perience of the several flocks under our charge, we shall then anticipate, with joy, the

stability, even to remotest generations, of our endeared privileges. Such were, indeed, a

token from God that " Ho is in the midst of our Zion :" such were an earnest from Him
that our Zion " is not to be moved ;" such were, as tlie light and glory over the ark of the

covenant, at once a sign of Jehovah's presence, and the proof that his covenant shall not

be broken.

And, in desiring this earnestly for you and for yours, " we now commend you unto God,

and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance

among all them which are sanctified."

Subscribed, in name of the Commission of the General Assembly, by

William Mum, Moderator.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 16, 1839.

I.

Sess. 1, May 16, 1839^

—

The Queen^s Commission to Lord Belhaven.

Victoria, &c.

II. -
Sess. 1, May 16, 1839.^

—

Her Majesty's Letter to the General Assembly. ^
Victoria, R., &c.
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III.

Sess. 3, 3fa7/ 18, 1839.

—

The General Assembles Ansicer to the Queens most gracious

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 10, May 24, 1839.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

V.

Sess. 10, May 24, 1839.— Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Refor-

mation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing her Majesty's

Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c

VI.

Sess. 8, May 23, 1839.

—

Act infavour of India Missions.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland did, and hereby do, nominate

and appoint the ministers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and the following elders,

who are members of Assembly, viz., James Stark, Esq., &c. ; to be a committee for

the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, and for managing the funds subscribed

and given for that purpose, in any manner of way ; with power also to appoint a sub-

committee of their number in Edinburgh, consisting of nine, for more effectually

furthering the grand object in view. Of the general committee nine shall be a quo-

rum, and of the sub-committee three are hereby declared a quorum. The general

committee shall hold stated monthly meetings for dispatch of business, with power to

meet on all occasions when business shall demand. And the said general committee

are hereby enjoined and required, by themselves, and through their sub-committees,

to attend to the instructions and regulations formerly approved of by the General

Assembly for the propagation of the Gospel abroad, with power to make and carry

into effect such farther regulations, and to adopt such measures as to them may seem
most beneficial ; such farther regulations, and the measures adopted, to be submitted

to next Assembly. And the said general committee are hereby appointed to report

their diligence and that of their sub-committees, in calling forth the benevolence and

support of the Christian public, their prudence in the expenditure of the funds ob-

tained, and generally their managemeut, and the success and extent of their opera-

tions in foreign parts. The General Assembly renew their former recommendations

to the ministers throughout the Church, that they continue their exertions, and put

forth farther exertions in aid of the funds of the mission, and earnestly recommend
Ithat in every parish there be a collection yearly on behalf of this most important

Icause.

VII.

Sess. 10, May 24, 1839.

—

Act anent the Representation of Presbyteries.

The General Assembly, having taken into consideration the Overture from the
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Presbytery of Glasgow, on the Representation of Presbyteries in the General Assem-
bly, and having heard an application from the Commissioners of the Presbytery of

Edinburgh to the same effect, did, and hereby do, enact and declare as follows :

—

" Whereas, by the 5th Act of Assembly, 1694, and the 6th Act of Assembly, 1712,

and the 19th Act of Assembly, 1835, appointing the number of representatives for

Presbyteries, a proportion is observed between the number of ministerial charges in

each Presbytery and the number of its representatives, yet the regulations contained

in the said Acts are no farther expressed than to allow eight ministers and four ruling

elders as the representatives of each Presbytery whose members exceed forty-two

;

the General Assembly, according to the design of said Acts, enact and declare, that

in future every Presbytery, the ministerial charges in which shall exceed forty-eight,

shall send to the Assembly nine ministers and four ruling elders; and every Presby-

tery whose ministerial charges shall exceed fifty-four, shall send ten ministers and

five ruling elders : And further, that in every case in which a Principal or a Pro-

fessor of Divinity in a University shall be entitled, in virtue of his office in such Uni-

versity, to a seat in the Presbytery of the bounds, (the said Principal or Professor

not holding at the same time a cure of souls within the Presbytery,) the office of such

Principal or Professor shall be held, as far as regards the number of representatives to

be elected by the Presbytery, to be a ministerial charge. The General Assembly, at

the same time, instruct the Presbyteries of Edinburgh and Glasgow to take into their

early consideration the propriety of adopting measures for their speedy division re-

spectively into Presbyteries, of an extent fitted for the most effectual execution of the

peculiar duties of these Courts."

VIII.

Sess. 11, Mai/ 25, 1839.

—

Act anent Re-union with Seceders.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Committee for classing Returns to

Overtures, having found that the Overture anent Re-union with Seceders has re-

ceived the approbation of a majority of the Presbyteries of the Church, did, and

hereby do, enact the said Overture into a Standing Law of the Church, as follows:

—

Whereas proposals have been made by the Associate Synod for a re-union with

the Church of Scotland, and a considerable number of overtures have been sent at

the same time to the General Assembly from the Synods and Presbyteries of the

Church favourable to that object ; and it has been ascertained by a Committee of

the General Assembly, that the course of study required for a long time past of

students in divinity in connection with said Synod is quite satisfactory, and that

their ministers and elders do firmly adhere to the Westminster Confession of Faith,

the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and other Standards of our Church; and where-

as the members of the Associate Synod do heartily concur with us in holding the

great principle of an Ecclesiastical Establishment, and the duly of acknowledging

God in our national as well as our individual capacity ; and we, on the other

hand, do heartily concur with the memljcrs of the Associate Synod in confessing the

great obligations under which we lie to our forefathers in the year 1638, and several

years of that century immediately following, and the duty, in particular circum-

stances, of uniting together in public solemn engagement in defence of the Church,

and its doctrine, discipline, and form of worship and government; and whereas our

brethren of the Associate Synod have declared their willingness, in the event of a

re-union, to submit to all the laws and judicatories of this Church, reserving only

to themselves the right which the members of the Established Church enjoy of en-

deavouring to correct in a lawful manner what may appear to them to be faulty in

its constitution and government.

The General Assembly, with the consent of the Presbyteries of this Church, enact

and ordain, that all the ministers of the Associate Synod, and their congregations,

in Scotland, desirous of being admitted into connection and full communion with

the Church of Scotland, be received accordingly, and that the following rules be

strictly observed by the Presbyteries of this Church relative to this subject :

—
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1. Ministers of the Associate Synod and their congregations shall be received into con-
nection with the Presbyteries in whose bounds their churches are situated, on their laying
before the said Presbyteries respectively a representation or memorial, subscribed in name
of the kirk-sessions of said congregations, by their moderator, or other person appointed
by them ; and if there be managers of said congregations, by the preses of said managers,
or other person in their name and by their authority, as also by the preses of a meeting of
the members of the congregation, setting forth the desire of said ministers and congrega-
tions to be received into connection with the Church of Scotland. On such representation

or memorial being presented, the Presbytery shall, subject to the condition after specified,

receive and admit the memorialists ; and in the event of the Presbytery's refusing to do so,

it shall be competent to the memorialists to appeal to the General Assembly.
2. On the reception of a minister and congregation of the Associate Synod into connection

with a Presbytery of this Church, the managers of said congregation, or the kirk-session

and deacons, if managers, shall forthwith take the steps necessary for procuring a constitu-

tion for the newly admitted church, and having a territorial district assigned thereto.

3. Every minister of the Associate Synod, at his admission as a member of Presbytery, and
every ruling elder of said Synod, before taking his seat as a member of Presbytery, or Synod,
or General Assembly, shall subscribe the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the For-

mula of the Church of Scotland, and shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of ordained

ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland.

4. The integrity of the kirk-sessions and existing congregations of the Associate Synod
admitted into the Church of Scotland, and the right of said kirk-sessions to grant sealing

ordinances to the present members of their said congregations, though not residing within

the bounds of the parish which may be allotted to them, shall be distinctly and practically

recognised by the other kirk-sessions and the Presbyteries of this Church ;—provided always,

that this provision shall in no respect apply to non-residents who are not at the date of this

Act members of the existing congregations as aforesaid.

5. Presbyteries shall not, at or after the admission of ministers of the Associate Synod
and their congregations into connection with the Church of Scotland, require any provision

to be made for the said ministers by the managers of said congregations different from exist-

ing arrangements ; but the laws now in force in this Church or hereafter to be enacted, shall

be observed with regard to all future intrants.

6. The licentiates or probationers of the Associate Synod shall be received and treated

as other probationers within the bounds of the Presbytery, on their making application to

the Presbytery to that effect, and on their subscribing the Westminster Confession of Faith,

and Formula of the Church of Scotland, and shall be held e(jually capable with them of

receiving a presentation, or of being elected and called to a vacant congregation within the

bounds of this Church.

7. The students of divinity of the Associate Synod at the time of the passing of this Act
shall, on producing certificates of their having finislied their theological course, under the

Professor of the Associate Synod, be taken on trials for licence by the Presbytery of the

bounds. Those of the existing students of said Synod who have commenced, but have not

finished their theological studies, shall complete their ncrriculmn with him or in the Divinity

Halls of the Scottish Universities ; and their .sessions of regular attendance on the lectures

of the Professor of Theology of the Associate Synod shall be counted as sessions of regular

attendance in the Divinity Hall.

8. Ministers and their congregations out of Scotland, belonging to the Associate Synod,

and expressing their desire of being recognised by the Church of Scotland as connected

with her, shall be held as standing in the same relative position as ministers and congrega-

tions in England, Ireland, and the Colonies, whose connection with this Church has been
acknowledged.

IX.

Sess. 11, 3Ia?/ 25, 1839.

—

Act anent the Establislunent and Endoioment of a Professor-

slap of Biblical Criticism.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Committee for classing Returns to

Overtures, having found that the Overture anent the Establishment and Endowment
of a Professorship of Biblical Criticism has received the approbation of a majority of

the Presbyteries of the Church, did, and hereby do, enact the said oveiture into a

Standing Law of the Church, as follows :

—
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" Whereas it is of the highest consequence to the character, influence, and effi-

ciency of the ministers of this Church, that no branch of theological study shall

be neglected or superficially cultivated ; and whereas there is not at present any
sufficient security or provision for having the study of Biblical Criticism conducted

as an essential part of the theological course in any of our universities, the General

Assembly direct that all ])racticable efforts shall be made for establishing a Professor-

ship of that department of sacred learning in evei'y one of the Universities of Scotland,

and for having such professorship so adequately endowed, and the course of study

generally so adjusted and arranged, that no increased expense shall be occasioned

to students ; and, farther, the General Assembly enact and ordain, that, after the in-

stitution and endowment of such additional chair for giving instructions in Biblical

Criticism, all students of divinity in every university shall be required to give re-

gular attendance on the lectures and other exercises during two years of their at-

tendance at the Divinity Hall."

X.

Sess. 1 1, May 25, 1839.

—

Act recommending Collectionsfor the Four Schemes of the

General Assembly.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, considering the obligation

which lies on this Church to promote, to the utmost extent of the means with which

God hath entrusted them, the progress of the Gospel of Christ among their own
people, their brethren in the Colonies, and the heathen throughout the world ; and
considering, farther, how greatly their efforts have been impeded from a want of due
arrangements for properly collecting the contributions of their several congregations,

and confiding in their liberality and Christian zeal, were fit occasions regularly pre-

sented to them for contributing to the advancement of the four great Schemes no\y

prosecuted by the Church, earnestly recommend to all the ministers of this Church,

to make collections every year on behalf of each of these objects, viz., (1.) Educa-
tion; (2.) Foreign Missions; (3.) Church Extension

; (4.) Colonial Churches; upon
the following Sabbaths, viz., upon the second Sabbath of July, the second Sabbath

of October, the second Sabbath of January, and the second Sabbath of April, com-
mencing this present year with the collection for the Education Committee on the

second Sabbath of July ; the collections for the other Schemes following in the order

above written, viz., for Foreign Missions, on the second Sabbath of October; for

Church Extension, on the second Sabbath of January ; and for Colonial Churches,

on the second Sabbath of April ; and in future years in the same order, but com-
mencing on the second Sabbath of July in each year with the Scheme next in order

to that for which the collection had been made in the year preceding ; as, for in-

stance, in the year 1840, with Foreign Missions, and so on, through the year, and
from year to year ;

provided always, that whenever the celebration of the sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper happens to fall on any of the said Sabbaths, the collection

shall be made on the Sabbath immediately preceding. And the Assembly direct that

the Committees of Assembly for the several Schemes shall make up a joint state,

&c. (The Act then proceeds in similar terms to that of last year.)

XL
Sess. 11, May 25, 1839.

—

Act on the Conversion of the Jews.

The General Assembly, having heard the Report of the Committee for Promoting

Christianity among the Jews, approve of the same, and appoint the following ministers

and elders, viz. ; the ministers of the Presbyteries ofEdinburgh and Glasgow, the Mode-
rator, &c. ; to be a committee for the above-mentioned object, of which Dr Macgill shall

be convener, with former powers, and with power to adopt such measures as to them

may seem necessary; and especially with power to take steps for sending a missionary
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or missionaries to the stations most promising : And the General Assembly recom-
mend that collections be made throughout the Church for this very interestino' ob-
ject ; and renew their recommendation to ministers to remember the cause of God's
ancient people in the services of the sanctuary, and that special prayer be made for
the Divine blessing on the steps now taken by the Church of Scotland.

XII.

Sess. uU., May 27, 1839.

—

Act anent the Qualification of Representative Elders.

The General Assembl}', on the Report of the Committee for classino- Returns to
Overtures, having found that the Overture anent the Qualification of Representative
Elders has received the approbation of a majority of Presbyteries of the Church, did
and hereby do, enact the said Overture into a Standing Law of the Church, as fol-

lows :

—

'' The General Assembly, with consent of the Presbyteries of the Church, did and
hereby do, enact and ordain, That no ruling elder shall be deemed qualified to be
chosen, or to sit as a commissioner in any Presbytery, Synod, or General Assembly,
of this Church, who is not bonafide an acting elder in the congregation in which he
holds office ; and that in all commissions in favour of ruling ciders, as commissioners
to Presbyteries and Synods, it shall be certified by the kirk-session that the commis-
sioner is bonafide an acting elder of their congregation ; and that alongst with every
commission in favour of a ruling elder as commissioner to the General Assembly
there be produced a certificate to the said effect by the kirk-session of which he is

a member, otherwise the commission to be rejected : Declaring always, that the pro-
visions of this Act shall not be construed to extend to the case of teaching elders, or
theological professors in universities, inasmuch as their proper and peculiar function
consists not in ruling in a particular congregation, but in teaching."

XIII.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1 839

—

Overture and Interim Act, with Regulations for carrying into

effect the Act of Assembly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers.*

(Re-transmitted.

)

XIV.

Sess. 11, May 25, 1839.

—

Injunction to Synods for visiting Presbytery Books.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, call the attention of Synods to the in-

junctions contained in the Acts of Assembly, 1713, 1723, and 1838, (regarding the

* This Overture and Interim Act is in the same terms as that of last year, and the following notice re-

specting its re-transmission appears in the Abridgment :

—

' " The General Assembly called for the Report on the Regulations as to Calls, which was given in by
Mr Shaw Stewart, and read. It was moved, That the Report of the Committee be approved of, and that

the Regulations be transmitted to Presbyteries for their consideration, and again passed into an Interim

Act. It was also moved. That the General Assembly disapprove of the Report, refuse to re-transmit the

Regulations anent Calls, and to re-enact them as an Interim Act. The first motion having been with-

drawn, it was also moved and seconded, That the General Assembly having declared, by its resolution on

Wednesday last, that it is deeply impressed with the unhappy consequences which must arise from any col-

lision between the civil and ecclesiastical authorities, and holding it to be their duty to use every means

in their power, not involving any dereliction of the principles and fundamental laws of their constitution,

to prevent such results, and having appointed a Committee for the purpose of considering in what way the

privileges of the National Establishment, and the harmony between Church and State may remain unim-

paired, with instructions to confer with the government of the country if they should see cause; and now-

feeling that it is inexpedient to take any step which may tend to embarrass the proceeding of the Commit-
tee then appointed, while they re-transmit the Regulations, and re-enact them into an Interim Act, direct

the Presbyteries to report all disputed cases to the next General Assembly. The vote being taken, it

carried Second Motion, by a majority of 137 to 89. This deliverance having been intimated, DrBryce, Dr
Cook, and other members, dissented, for reasons to be given in."

—

Ed. 1 843.

6z
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Collections for the Four Schemes,) as of great importance to the superintendence ex-

crcised by the superior over the inferior courts of this Church ; and they further en- |

'

join all Synods to be very particular in visiting the records of all the Presbyteries '

within their bounds, and in seeing that each Presbytery discharge its duties to its

members and its parishes, by a strict enforcement of the provisions of these Acts.

XV.

Sess. ult., May 27, 1839.

—

Act appointing the Diet of next General Assemhli/.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be holden

at Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 21st of May 1840.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the Church

of Scotland, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot,

'f

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 21, 1840.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1840.— The Queen's Commission to Lord Belhaven.

Victoria, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 21, 1840.

—

Her Majesty's Letter to the General Assembly.

Victoria, R., &c.

III.

Sess. 4, May 25, 1840.— The General Assembly s Ansicer to the Queen's most gracioui

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 4, May 25, 1840.— The General Assembly s Congratulatory Address to the Queen
on her Majesty's Matriage.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the

Dhurch of Scotland met in this General Assembly, gladly avail ourselves of this first

4



1840. OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 1099

opportunity of congratulating your Majesty on ilie auspicious occasion of your nup-
:ials with a Prince adorned by eminent personal qualities, and recommended to the

:onfidence of this Protestant nation, by his descent from a family signalized in the

history of Europe by early and stedfast attachment to the cause of the Reforma-
tion.

We humbly and heartily assure your Majesty of the affectionate interest with
which we and the people of whom we have the spiritual oversight, contemplate an
svent, which is calculated to lighten the multiplied cares of royalty by the soothing

influence of domestic kindness, and which, at the same time, affords us the pleasing

prospect of the blessings which, through the favour of Divine Providence, we hope
will continue to be enjoyed by this nation, in living under the mild sway of a race of

princes descended from your Majesty, who, inheriting all the excellencies which have
endeared their illustrious ancestors to our fathers and to us, will find their own hap-
piness and honour identified with the wisdom and worth, the peace and safety of
their subjects.

That it may please the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to guide and
to guard your Majesty—to prolong and to increase the felicities of the conjugal re-

lation—to establish your throne in righteousness, and to uphold it by mercy—to sa-

tisfy your heart with the treasures of his grace, and the joy of his salvation—to con-

fer on you the high privilege of being indeed the minister of God for good to the

Church, and at last to make you and your Royal Consort partakers of a crown of

life in the heavens, is the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most loyal, and
most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Angus Makellar, Moderator.

Sess. 4, May 2o, 1840.— The General Asscmhlifs Address to his Royal Highness

Prince Albert of Saxe Cohoury and Gotha.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the Church
of Scotland met in this General Assembly, approving of the conduct of the Commis-
sion of the last Assembl}-, in the early and cordial welcome which they offered to

your Royal Highness, avail ourselves gladly of this opportunity of adding our heart-

felt expressions of respectful attachment to a Prince descended from a family signal-

ized by zeal for truth and liberty, personally distinguished by high endowments, and

most honourable character, and now peculiarly endeared to us as the husband of the

august and gracious Queen who wears the Imperial Crown of the United King-

dom.
We devoutly pray to the Supreme Governor among the nations that the conjugal

alliance which, to the universal joy of the nation, has been so felicitously formed,

may continue to yield pure and permanent comfort to her Majesty antl your Koyal

Highness ;—that from this happy union may spring a line of princes trained up in

the fear of God, in the love of righteousness, peace, and truth, and in every excel-

lence which can give lustre to greatness, so that, through the favour of God, they

may enjoy the distinguished happiness of transmitting the blefsings of our unrivalled

constitution to many future generations ; and, finally, thut you may, at the close of this

temporal life, be admitted to immortal felicity and glory in the world to come.
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Given at Edinburgh, this 25th day of May 1840, by your Royal

Highness's most faithful, obedient, and devoted servants, the Mi-

nisters and Elders met in this General Assembly of the Church

of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Angus Makellar, Moderator.

IVI.

Sess, 4, May 25, 1840.

—

The General Assembh/s Address to her Royal Highness the

Duchess of Kent.

May it please your Royal Highness,

We, her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met in the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, approving of the sentiments expressed

by the Commission of the last General Assembly, in addressing your Royal Highness
on her Majesty's nuptials, beg leave to add our warm congratulations on the same
happy occasion, so interesting to your maternal heart, and so universally gratifying

to the people throughout the whole extent of the Britis'a Empire.
We feel grateful to your Royal Highness for the assiduity and fidelity with which

you devoted your attention to the tuition of our youthful Sovereign during the

years of her minority, and it is our earnest hope that you will long live to enjoy the

abundant fulfilment of your heart's desire and prayers, while you have the satisfaction

of witnessing the growing graces, and the domestic felicity of a beloved daughter, sus-

taining the high functions of government with such dignity and wisdom as to advance
the national honour, and to conciliate and secure the devoted allegiance of a confid-

ing people.

That Almighty God, the Father of mercies, may communicate to your Royal High-
ness the choicest gifts of Providence and grace ;—that you may long observe the

happy results of your tender and skilful guardianship of our gracious Queen, in the

not less wise and affectionate care extended by her to the offs])ring which we hope
will be granted to her, as the heritage of the Lord ;—and that, through the merits of

the Redeemer, you, and those who are dearest to you, may at last be gathered at the

right hand of the throne of the great Judge of heaven and earth, is the earnest

prayer of,

Your Royal Highness's most obedient, faithful, and devoted servants,

the Ministers and Elders of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

Angus Makellak, Moderator.

VIL

Sess. ult., June 1, 18i0.—-Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers ani
Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.

(The instructions given by the General Assembly, 1717, to their Commission, and
annually renewed since that time, are added.)
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VIII.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1840.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing her Majesty''

s

Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.

IX.

Sess. 2, May 22, 1840.

—

Act on the Conversion of the Jews.

The General Assembly, having heard the Report of the Committee for Promoting
Christianity among the Jews, approve of the same ; and having also heard two mem-
bers of the deputation with reference to their Report, the Assembly unanimously ex-

press their gratitude to all the members of the deputation, through the Moderator,
and their sympathy in the present circumstances of Dr Black. The General Assem-
bly appoint the following ministers and elders, viz., the ministers of the Presbyteries

of Edinburgh and Glasgow, &c. ; to be a committee for the above mentioned object,

of which Dr Macgill shall be convener, with former powers, and especially with
power to adopt such measures as to them may seem necessary ; and, particularly, with
power to take steps for preparing and sending missionaries to the stations most pro-

mising ; and the General Assembly recommend that collections be made throughout
the Church for this object, in the same way as for the other Schemes of the Church

;

and renew their recommendation to ministers to remember the cause of God's ancient

people in the services of the sanctuary.

Sess, 4, May 25, 1840.

—

Act in favour of India Missions.

After hearing the Report, the General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and
appoint the ministers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and of the Presbytery of Glas-
gow, and the following members of Assembly, viz. :—Dr Mackay, &c. ; to be a com-
mittee for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and for raising and
managing the funds contributed for that purpose ; with power to appoint sub-com-
mittees for furthering the objects in view. The general committee shall hold stated

monthly meetings for dispatch of business, with power to meet on all necessary occa-

sions. And the committee are enjoined to attend to the instructions approved of by
former Assemblies, with power to adopt and carry into effect such farther measures as

to them may seem beneficial. The General Assembly, deeply anxious that the funds
placed at the disposal of the committee should be increased in amount, to meet the

increasing expenditure, earnestly recommend the formation of parochial and district

associations, for the raising of funds and the dissemination of missionary intelligence.

And the Assembly renew their recommendation, that in every parish there may be
made an yearly public collection in the parish church on behalf of this cause, on the

day to be fixed by the Assembly in its arrangement regarding collections for the dif-

ferent Schemes of the Church. And the General Assembly earnestly recommend
that each minister, in his public prayers, implore the blessing of God on the exertions

of the committee, on the labours of the missionaries, and also on those who, through
their instrumentality, may be brought to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus.
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XL
Sess. ult, June 1, 1840.

—

Act Recommending Collections for the Five Schemes of the

General Assembly.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, considering the obligation

which lies on this Church to promote, to the utmost extent of the means with which
God hath entrusted them, the progress of the Gospel of Christ among their own
people, their brethren in the Colonies, and the heathen throughout the world ; and
considering farther, how greatly their efforts have been impeded from a want of due
arrangements for properly collecting the contributions of their several congregations,

and confiding in their liberality and Christian zeal, were fit occasions regularly pre-

sented to them for contributing to the advancement of the five great Schemes now
prosecuted by the Church, earnestly recommend to all the ministers of this Church
to make collections every year on behalf of each of these objects, viz.—(1.) Foreign
Missions

; (2.) Church Extension
; (3.) Colonial Churches

; (4.) Conversion of the

Jews; (5.) Education; upon the following Sabbaths, viz.—upon the second Sabbath
of July, the second Sabbath of October, the second Sabbath of January, the second
Sabbath of March, and the second Sabbath of May, commencing this present year
with the collection for Foreign Missions on the second Sabbath of July ; the collec-

tions for the other Schemes following in the order above written, viz.—for Church
Extension on the second Sabbath of October; for Colonial Churches, on the second
Sabbath of January ; for Conversion of the Jews, on the second Sabbath of March ;

and for Education, on the second Sabbath of May ; and in future years in the same
order, but commencing on the second Sabbath of July in each year, with the Scheme
next in order to that for which the collection had been made in the year preceding

;

as, for instance, in the year 1841, with Church Extension, and so on through the

year, and from year to year ; provided always, that whenever the celebration of the

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper happens to fall on any of the said Sabbaths, the col-

lection shall be made on tlie Sabbath immediately preceding : And the Assembly
direct that the committees of Assembly for the several Schemes shall make up a joint

state, &c. (The Act then proceeds in similar terms to that of last year,)

XIL

Sess. ult., June 1, 1840.

—

Act appointing a Special Commission to co-operate with the

Preshjtery of Strathbogie in providing for the Preaching of the Gospel, and the Ad-
ministration of the Ordinances of Religion, and the Exercise of Discipline in the

Parishes of the Seven Suspended Ministers of that Preshyterg.

The General Assembly, having taken into consideration the state of the Parishes of

the ministers of the Presbytery of Strathbogie, suspended by sentence of this date,

and the necessity of providing for the preaching of the Gospel, and the administra-

tion of the ordinances of religion, and the exercise of discipline therein, resolve to ap-

point a Special Commission to co-operate with the Presbytery of Strathbogie in pro-

viding the same ; and they accordingly did, and hereby do, appoint the Moderator,

Dr Dickson, Mr John Paul, Mr James Thomson, Mr Bannerman, Mr Scott, (Dal-

meny,) Dr Welsh, Dr Chalmers, Principal Dewar, Mr M'Lagan, Dr Paterson, Dr
Henderson, Mr Thorburn, Dr M'Farlan, ]Mr L. Balfour, Mr Grierson, R. Bruce,

Esq. of Kennet, the Procurator, George Buchan, Esq. of Kelloe, A. E. Monteith,

Esq,, A. Dunlop, Esq., J. G. Wood, Esq., P. Daimahoy, Esq., W. H. Craufurd,

Esq., Mr Duncan M'Farlane,—seven, of whom five shall be ministers, to be a

quorum,—commissioners for the purpose aforesaid; and they empower and instruct

the Presbytery of Strathbogie, with advice and consent of the said Special Commis-
sion, to appoint ministers or probationers to preach and administer the ordinances of

rehgion in the parishes of the said ministers during their suspension, and to give

special directions thereanent. And in the event of any circumstances occurring which

I
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may appear to the said Special Commission to render it necessary, the General As-
sembly empower them, of themselves, to do and perform what the Presbytery is

hereby authorised to perform, with their advice and consent; Dr Dickson to be
convener.

xni.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1840 Overture and Interim Act, with Regulations for carrying

into effect the Act of Assembly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers*

(Re-transmitted.)

XIV.

Sess. ult., June 1, 1840 Act appointing the Diet of next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be holden
at Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 20th of May 1841.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

• This Overture and Interim Act is the same as that of last year. The following notice respecting its

re-transmission appears in the Abridgment of the Proceedings :

—

" The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on the Overtures and Regulations as

to Calls, which, in the absence of the Convener, Mr Shaw Stewart, was given in by Mr Dunlop. It was
moved and seconded, That the General Assembly re-transmit the Regulations relative to the Act on Calls,

again enact them as an Interim Act, and renew the instruction of last year to Presbyteries to report to
next Assembly all cases in which an apparent majority of dissents shall be tendered, unless the dissent
shall be acquiesced in by the parties ; the General Assembly, in thus suspending all disputed cases, being
earnestly desirous to avoid, as far as possible, all further collision with the Civil Courts, and to reserve to
the Church the power of finally deciding all such cases, in harmony with any law regarding the tempor-
alities which may pass the Legislature during the current year, and which shall, at the same time, be in
accordance with the fundamental principles of this Church. Under the above instruction to Presbyteries,
the settlement of ministers will continue to be conducted according to the existing Act on Calls, and those
cases in which all parties acquiesce in its operation will be carried out to a final conclusion under the same :

but the General Assembly find themselves precluded, in present circumstances, from adopting any other
permanent rule upon the subject, when there appears no other arrangement consistent with the fundamental
principles of the Church, which the Assembly can substitute in its room, that may not be found equally
open to challenge by the Civil Courts. It was also moved and seconded, that as the Act anent Calls,
:!alled the Veto Act, has been declared illegal by the Supreme Civil Judicatory, the General Assembly de-
dare that the said Act is null and void, with the Regulations accessory to, and dependent upon it, and re-
fuse to re-enact and re-transmit the same. A third motion was made and seconded, That the General As-
sembly, taking into consideration the difficulties to which not only the Presbyteries of the Church, but the
individual members thereof, may be subjected through the attempt to carry into operation the Regulations,
and being desirous to remove every impediment in the way of an adjustment of the present difficulties, in
accordance withjthe repeatedly expressed mind of the Church, suspend the Act on Calls till the next General
Assembly and, in the mean time, instruct Presbyteries to proceed to the settlement of ministers according
to the rules of the Church ; it being distinctly enjoined, that the communicants shall, on the day fixed for

the moderation of the call, have full opportunity afforded them to express their dissent; that the dis-

sentients be required to assign, for the information and consideration of the Presbytery, the grounds of
their objections to the presentee ; and that the Presbytery shall, on a review of the whole circumstances
of the case, decide on the fitness or unfitness of the presentee for the particular parish. The second and
third motions were negatived without a division,—whereupon the General Assembly found in terms of the
first motion."_£d. 1843.
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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 20, 184L

I.

Sess. I, May 20, 1841.

—

The QueerCs Cormnisdon to Lord Belhaven,

Victoria, &c.

II.

Sess. 1, May 20, 184L

—

Her Majesty''s Letter to the General Assembly.

Victoria, R., &c.

Sess. 3, May 22, 1841.— The General Assembles Answer to the Queen's most gracions

Letter.

May it please your Majesty, &c.

IV.

Sess. 4, May 24, 1841.

—

The General Assembly's Address of Congratulation to the

Queen on the Birth of the Princess-Royal.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders met in the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, gladly avail ourselves of this earliest

opportunity of expressing to your Majesty our cordial congratulations on the birth of

the Princess- Royal—an event vrhich has diffused universal joy throughout the na-

tion, as tending at once to increase your Majesty's domestic comfort, to maintain the

stability of the British throne, and to secure the great interests, civil and sacred,

which, by the favour of Divine Providence, have been long incorporated with our

happy constitution.

It is our earnest prayer that your Majesty, with your Royal Consort and the infant

Princess, may be enriched with the grace of God which bringeth salvation, that

peace and truth may be multiplied tojyour souls, and that, after many years of felicity

and honour, you may be exalted to an inheritance of glory and blessedness in

heaven.

Given at Edinburgh, this 24th day of May 1841, by your Majesty's most
faithful, obedient, and loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of

this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Robert Gordon, Moderator.

V.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1841.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers

and Riding Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly, &c.
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VI.

Scss. tilt., Mat/ 31, 1841.

—

Commission to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for tlie

Reformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, andfor Managing her Ma-
jesty's Rogal Bounty.

The General Assembly, &c.

VII.

Sess. 2, May 21, 1841.

—

Act on the Conversion of the Jews.

The General Assembly having heard the Report of the Committee for the Con-
version of the Jews, approve of the same ; agree to the appointment of Dr Keith,

convener of the committee, and sanction the address proposed to be sent to the

Jewish people. The General Assembly farther appoint the following ministers and
elders, viz. the ministers of the Presbyteries of Edinburgh and Glasgow, &c. ; to be

a committee, of which Dr Keith shall be convener, with former powers, and with

power to appoint sub-committees ; and, particularly, with power to take all necessary

steps for preparing and sending missionaries to the stations most promising ; and the

Assembly, considering the acceptance with which this Scheme has been received, and
the blessing which has hitherto attended it, record their gratitude to Almighty God,
and renew their recommendation, that collections be made throughout the Church
for this very interesting object, and that all ministers remember the cause of God's
ancient people in the services of the sanctuary ; and that special prayer be made for

the Divine blessing on the steps now taken by the Church of Scotland.

VIII.

Sess. lilt, May 31, 1841.— Overture anent Attendance on the Latin Class.

The General Assembly, considering the importance of classical learning, agree to

transmit the following overture for the consideration of Presbyteries ;—
Whereas the Church of Scotland has, ever since the Reformation, considered the

learned languages as an essential part of the education of those intended for the mi-

nistry, but has hitherto required evidence only as to attainments in Greek and
Hebrew, although it is of much moment that a thorough acquaintance with Latin

should also be obtained, the General Assembly enact, that no student shall be ad-

mitted into any of the Divinity Halls imless he shall produce to the Professor or

Professors of Divinity, and to the Presbytery within whose bounds he resides, a cer-

tificate of having attended the Latin class in some University for at least one session,

and made satisfactory proficiency as a Latin scholar.

IX.

Sess. uU., May 31, 1841.

—

Act Appointing a Day of Humiliation, Thanksgiving, aiid

Prayer.

The General Assembly, having considered the overtures for a day of humiliation

in connection with the present circumstances of the Church, and also of thanks-

giving for mercies received, did, and hereby do, appoint Thursday, the 22d day of

July next, to be set apart for a day of fasting and humiliation, on account of the sins

and shortcomings of the people and Church,—thanksgivings lor mercies vouchsafed,

—and prayer and supplication for the Divine blessing on the ordinances of grace, and
for restoration of peace in the Church ; and did, and hereby do, nominate the Mo-

7 a
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derator, Principal Lee, Dr Hill, Dr Makellar, and Mr Candlish, a committee to

prepare a Pastoral Address relative to this matter ; Mr Candlish to be convener.

(The following is the Pastoral Address prepared and issued by the Committee
:)

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Dearly Beloved Beethren,—Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ. It hath seemed good unto us, being assembled with one ac-

cord, to invite and call all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made us overseers,

to join with us in devoting to the solemn exercises of humiliation, of thanksgiving, and of

prayer, a convenient day, which, in virtue of the authority committed to us by our King
and Head, we have set apart for that holy end. And in the near prospect of that day, we
do earnestly and affectionately exhort you all to give yourselves much to meditation, to the

searching of your own hearts, and the consideration of the ways of the Lord ; that by the

working of his good Spirit in you. you may be humbled under His mighty hand,—acknow-
ledging, at the same time, with all thankfulness, that, in the midst of deserved wrath, he
hath remembered mercy,—and that you may be moved to cry unto the Lord, when the

fast is sanctified, and the solemn assembly called ; when the ehlers and aU the people are

gathered into the house of the Lord your God.
That the Lord hath a controversy with us on account of our sins, even those who are

least accustomed to discern the signs of the times must plainly sec ; and it becometh us to

confess that he is righteous, while we, with our fathers, have done iniquity. We may not

be able to detect, with infallible certainty, the immediate causes of the Lord's controversy

with us, having no express revelation regarding it, such as, ki the days of the prophets, was
wont to be vouchsafed by their mouth to the ancient Church, when suffering under the just

anger of the Lord. Nevertheless, by the help of the unchanging Word of God—meeting
with the testimony of conscience, and the course of Providence—we may obtain a measure
of light sufficient to guide us amid manifold perplexities, and, in the day of our trial, to

teacli us heavenly wisdom.
In this inquiry we must judge, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

The troubles and perils of an external nature in which our beloved Church is involved,

being connected, in respect of time, and partly also in the way of natural consequence,

with particular measures adopted, or with a particular line of conduct followed,—this might
seem to be the mark and token of God's disapprobation of what has been done, and of his

holy displeasure against his Church on account of it. Mere human and earthly wisdom
might so interpret the ways of the Lord. But not such is the interpretation warranted by

his Word, and by the recorded experience of his Church in all former ages. On the con-

trary, we are taught to believe that severe chastisements may fall on God's people, not in

the day of their backslidmg and death, but in the day of their revival ; and that while, un-

doubtedly, as to the purpose of God, they suffer for tlieir sins, in so far as second causes

are concerned, they may suffer for weU-doing. There may be a false peace, and a respite

from suffering more ominous than the heaviest blow. " Why should ye be stricken any

more?" is God's terrible word to a people revolting more and more. To what purpose

should the rod be applied, when there is no sound part on which it may take effect? But
if any, having once departed from their first love, are now repenting and doing their first

works, it may be good for them to be afflicted ; and with returning grace, fatherly disci-

pline may be joined, that former .sins may be remembered, and the renewed soul may be

humbled and purged. AVe presume not to say how far tliis may be so, in reference to our

beloved Church and her present trials. We judge not her recent actings by their apparent

consequences ; nor can we determine, by that test, how far the things which have been

done have been pleasing to her great Head. To the law and to the testimony is the only

appeal. But thus far we may venture to affirm, that if at any time the Church of God, or

auy branch of it, be found in the attitude of redressing tolerated wrong, and discharging

neglected duty, repairing the breaches of former generations, and girding the loins for

earnest labour in tlie Lord's cause ; and if, in the very doing of this good work, and even

in consequence of its being done, trouble and danger come,—so far from thinking that any

strange thing has befallen tliem, they who thus suffer are stiU called upon to testify that

the Lord is righteous, and that all his ways are just and true. Especially may this testi-

mony be borne by the Church of our fathers, which once and again has been taught to

know that a time of reformation and revival may very shortly go before a time of trial,

and that, in the providence of Him whose ways are not as our ways, this may tend the

more, in the end, to His own glory, and the peace and prosperity of His believing people.

At the same time, while thus we arc fully persuaded that as we may not pronounce
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others, when they suffer, to be sinners more than ourselves, so neither are we to regard our
own suffering as a conclusive proof that in any particular point we have been doing wrong ;

we would ever bear in mind, tliat it should, at all events, move us to a diligent search after

sin. That the steps recently taken by the Church, seeking, in all good faith, to be guided

by the will of the Lord Jesus, should have issued in results so distressing, and, in many
instances, so little to be expected, is not an evidence of what has been done being sinful.

But assuredly it is a demonstration that the Lord sees much sin in us. Why is there not

more agreement of mind and heart in the Church herself, in reference to the measures
which are occasioning so much alarm,—more seeing eye to eye,—more of the consent

and concord of bretliren dwelling together in unity ? Why, instead of conciliating, as

might have been anticipated, have these measures estranged and alienated the more our
brethren, whose forefathers left us on this very quarrel, and handed down a solemn testi-

mony against the opposite actings of the Church, which they ever denounced as her most
grievous sins and defections ? And why, instead of increased stability and security im-
parted to our possession of our temporal privileges and advantages, do we find them all

put in imminent jeopardy, many great and powerful foes ranged against us, and new dif-

ficulties from day to day arising, amid which we are more and more every day shut up to

the necessit}' of crying, " Help, Lord ; for vain is the help of man ?"

These things are manifest evidences of there being some accursed thing in the midst

of us,—some root of bitterness,—some blot cleaving to our hands,—some unstedfastness

in tlie covenant of the Lord,—on account of which he is prolonging his controversy with

us. And they loudly call for the searching of our ways, and the humbling of our hearts

before him.

Especially, and above aU, is this seen to be required, when we consider, not the outward
estate of our Church merely, but her inward, spiritual condition, and how it fares with the

cause and the work of the Lord throughout our favoured land.

We have reason, indeed, to bless God, who hath given us not a few tokens for good,

—

in the increase of the faithful and lively preaching of the Gospel among us, and in the

awakening of a more zealous interest and concern for the glory of God and the con-

version of souls. We thankfully acknowledge the sovereign grace of our Lord, who has
enabled so many of his servants, in our day, to declare fully and affectionately the whole
counsel of his peace, and who has put it into our hearts to care for the multitudes at home
and abroad, whether our brethren or strangers, whether Jews or Gentiles, who are far from
God, and perishing for lack of knowledge.

But, alas, for the result of this love and of these labours ! In a certain measure,
we doubt not, the Spirit has been poured out from on high. There have been portions

of the vineyard refreshed and gladdened by the heavenly rain, and souls have been
won to Christ. Far be it from us to despise the day of small things. But who among
us can shut his eyes to the sad truth, that the Spirit of the Lord is straitened

—

that even where the means of grace are most abundant and most pure, the fruit of

righteousness and peace is but scanty and precarious ? Even among the people who
know the joyful sound, it cannot be said that the signs of spiritual life are such as

ought to satisfy the spiritual mind. Amid many serious professions, many salutary con-

victions and impressions, many works of faith and labours of love, we cannot but confess

and mourn over a lamentable want of sound and enlightened views—of accurate and
extensive knowledge respecting the sj'stem of divine truth, and the interpretation of the

Word of God. And stiU more we deplore the absence of that uncompromising decision

of character, and that high-toned and heavenly elevation of principle and of aim, which
ought to distinguish the followers of Jesus, and by wliich the world might be rebuked and
reclaimed. The low standard by wliich devotedness to God, and separation from the

world, are too generally measured and estimated ; the facility with which the name of true

godliness is given and assumed ; the wide prevalence of formality and lukewarmness ; the

rare examples among us of remarkable attainments in self-denial, in humility, in zeal, and
love, and the extent to which these have almost ceased to be expected ; the manifold in-

consistencies of those who seem to be walking with God, their partaking in other men's sins,

and the frequent instances of their conformity to an evil world ;—all combine to impress
the sad conviction, that if there be really spiritual life in the Church at all, it is but as the

bruised reed and the smoking flax ;—and that a new infusion of vital heat and of power
from above is greatly needed, to brace and nerve anew the Christianity of our day, and fit

it for the final struggle with the mustering hosts of the Prince of Darkness.

And turning our eye from the professing Church of Christ in our land, to the state of

society at large, we cannot but be moved to sigh and to cry for all the abominations that

are done in the midst thereof. How many thousands of our countrymen are beyond the



1108 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 184L

reach of all the ordinarj means and influences of grace, and how few care for their souls I

Multitudes everywhere forsake the assembling of themselves together, and never hear the
glad tidings of salvation. The Sabbath is profaned, in too many instances, by ordinary
labour

; in other cases, by idleness, the neglect of ordinances, and the haunting of scenes
of dissipation and riot. Need we dwell on the melancholy progress of intemperance

—

checked, indeed, as we would hope, in some measure, by the efforts of late made against
it—but still, it is to be feared, maintaining its ground, and likely to defy all the plans
and exertions of men, unless the Lord himself, by his Word and Spirit, interpose ? The
relaxation of morals—the loose ideas too commonly entertained on the subject of offences

against the law of chastity—the vitiating and corrupting influences to which the young
are exposed, in the crowded state of our manufacturing population—the increase of pro-

fanity, and profligacy, and crime ; these are evils which it may well make the heart
sick to contemplate. And the alarm is greatly heightened by the bold avowal, in many
quarters, of principles striking at the root of aU religious faith, and aU social decency and
order, and the industrious dissemination of these principles in every insidious form, fitted

to leaven the minds of tlie uninstructed and unsettled among the people. The condition

of tlie poor, also, suftering too frequently under privations such as it could scarcely be
conceived possible that a Christian country could tolerate, or that human nature could

endure—exposed to the ravages of disease, the contamination of vice, and temptations to

crime, hard, in their circumstances, to be resisted—is forcing itself on the notice of the

community, and cannot but draw the eye of Him who makes their cause peculiarly his

own. That means have been partially adopted for the remedy of these social grievances,

in accordance with the will of God, is a cause of thankfulness to him. That these means
have been so inadequate, is matter of reproach and blame to the Church and to the

country.

If, now, God is visiting us for such things as these, it cannot be thought strange. Nor
need we wonder when we see old institutions shaken, and threatening signs gathering all

around upon the earth—distress of nations, with perplexity, men's hearts failing them for

fear, and for looking after those things wliich are coming upon the earth. Nay, when
these things begin to come to pass, the Lord's people may look up and lift up their heads ;

for their redemption draweth nigh. But the land is called to mourn. And we, especially,

who are set to be witnesses for God, whether as united in one body under Christ our Head,
or as individuals occupying the several stations in which God has placed us, should be
constrained to search and try our ways, and to turn with our whole hearts unto the Lord.
As a Church, we desire that with one accord we should bow before our God, and reve-

rently inquire what there may bo in our conduct, or in our state, justly offensive to him.
If we have been seeking to do Ilis will in our public actings, has there been enough of

prayer for Ilis guidance, and consultation of His holy Word? Has there been entire

singleness of eye ? Has there been a duo measure of humiliation and repentance ?

—

sufficient searching after the old patlis, and sufticient recognition of old pledges and
obligations ? May not carnal wisdom have mixed itself too much in our proceedings ?

And whereas we arc not all at one in the measures taken, may not this want of una-

nimity be in part ascribed to the absence of that spirit of meekness and of self-dis-

trust which should have brouglit us all far nearer to Him who alone can lead us in the

way of righteousness and of peace ? If, again, we have been moved and enabled to set

on foot various schemes of Christian benevolence, for extending the blessings of edu-

cation and tlie means of grace at home ; for supplying the spiritual wants of our coun-

trymen in the Colonies ; and for sending forth missionaries to teach the heathen, and
to testify to the Jews;—have we duly given God the glory, and taken shame and
guilt to ourselves ? Have we not been puffed up ? Has there not been boasting and self-

confidence ? And have we not been tempted, forgetting our neglect in time past, and
greatly over-ratmg our services now, to look upon the little we have done—little in com-
parison with what we might, with what we ought to have done—with what other churches
have done, and are doing—as if it gave us some claim on the favour of God, or some
security against the visitation of his wrath ? And, once more, if God, in some blessed
instances, has been pleased to pour out his Spirit, and to give signal testimony to the
Word ot his grace, how have such dispensations been improved? Has not the unbelief
of some dishonoured the work of the Lord ? and the passing wonder of others appeared

uT) lV\P»7."- ^^^^ '^"°"' expectation of similar awakenings has been generally
called forth ? What earnest longings after them ? Has it not been regarded as a stran™
thing that the preaching of the Gospel should, at any time, simultaneously prick the
consciences of hundreds and of thousands, making them, with one accord, cry out in
agony. What must we do to be saved ? Have not such scenes been found to minister not
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to godly edifying, but to vain excitement ? And while God has been giving us specimens,

here and there, of what he is still able and willing to do, for converting sinners and quick-

ening his own people, have we, in any corresponding measure, enlarged our hearts in seek-

ing his blessing ? Have we not, on the contrary, grieved his Holy Spirit, so that he is

straitened still ?

Let us, as a Church, submit to be searched by God as to these things.

And in our several spheres of duty and relations of life, let us look to ourselves, as if

each of us feared lest the lot which detected Achan might fall on him.

We entreat pastors and elders to inquire if the Gospel has been faithfully preached,

and the fruit of preaching duly waited for and gathered in ? How is discipline admini-

stered, for warning the unruly, winning back the erring, rebuking the profane, and guard-

ing the purity of the house and ordinances of God ? What care is taken of the young ?

What sympathy shown to the poor and the sick ? What pains taken to instruct the igno-

rant, to edify and comfort believers, to deal affectionately with those who are forsaking

their own mercies ? What consultation is there of the pastor with the elders, respecting

the condition of the flock, and the means by which the Lord's cause may be advanced,

and souls may prosper more ? What prayer together ? What wrestling with God apart ?

Does the keeper of the vineyards of others keep his own ? What are the labours of his

study ? What the exercises of his closet ?

You who are the parents and heads of families, we exhort to consider well the trust com-
mitted to you, as having the care of the lambs of the flock, and what the Church has a

right to expect from you, through whose instrumentality she should be daily receiving new
sons and daughters, to be as plants for the garden of the Lord, and corner-stones polished

for his palace. The things which you have heard and known, and your fathers have told

you, are you not hiding from your children ? Are you showing to the generation to come
the praises of the Lord, and his strength, and the wonderful works which he hath done ?

Do you speak in your households of God's favour to our Church in days gone by, and of

the worthies whom he raised up—names once familiar to our very babes—and of the holy

cause in which they testified, and suffered, and died? Is parental discipline more relaxed,

and the master's rule in his household less cheerfully acknowledged than of old ? What
prayer is made in your dwellings ? what praises ascend on high ? what catechising is there

of your children and domestics ? what care to imbue their minds with the form of sound

words, and to interest their hearts in the love of Jesus ? what tender dealing with the con-

science ? what anxious longing for the conversion of their souls ? If in these things there

be neglect and sin, can it be matter of wonder that so many of our youth, as they grow up,

should enter into life with little attachment to the Church of their fathers, and little in-

terest in her well-being ?—ignorant of her value, careless of her institutions, unacquainted

with all that slie has been honoured to do for the Lord in this land, and all that the Lord
has been pleased to do for her.

To those who hold a more private station in the Church, we would address a word of

counsel and of persuasion. Let every one of you look to himself, and to his own case.

The Lord is manifestly sifting his people. He will separate the precious from the vile.

This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke and blasphemy. Temptations and trials

abound ; and as it is the last time, when antichrist is to come,—and even now already

there are many antichrists,—so may it be expected that principles and professions are to

be severely tested, and put to a searching proof. Are you prepared,—are you preparing,

—for the evil to come? Have you an unction from the Holy One, and do you know the

truth ? Is your religion such as will not merely shine in the summer's sun, but stand the

winter's blast ? Amid causes of oft'ence abounding on every side, amid the external

troubles and the internal disorders and contentions of the Church, your faith may be apt

to fail, and the world may seize its advantage for regaining its hold over you. You are

urgently called to examine yourselves, whether you have received, or are seeking, grace

sufficient for the crisis in which you are to act. And see if there be not,—in your un-

Btedfast walk with God,—in your occasional weariness of his service,—in the restraining

of private prayer, and the withholding of an open testimony for God,—something which

may in part bring home personally to you the sin and suffering of the Church at large, and
constrain you, above all, to fear lest your own souls be not in health.

Finally,' brethren, we beseech you all, with one accord, to pray for the Church and the

land, that the Lord may arise and give deliverance. And let your chief anxiety be, not

that deliverance come speedily, but that, when we are delivered, it may be the doing of

the Lord alone, that His may be all the glory. And, meanwhile, let us wait patiently

upon him. Let us turn unto the Lord with our whole hearts. Let us adore his justice in

visiting us for our sins. Let us gratefully acknowledge his goodness in turning away from
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us deserved judgments, and oyerruling evil for good. In liis recent dealings with us he
has not unfrequentlj disappointed our fears,—so that, amid things which might have oc-

casioned bitterness, and wrath, and schism in our Assemblies, unlooked-for tokens of con-
ciliation have appeared. Let us earnestly return and seek the Lord,—that He who has
the hearts of all men in his hands, and who ordereth all our ways, may cause unity and
peace to prevail, and may give help in the time of need. Let us pray for the outpouring
of his Holy Spirit, and the revival of his gracious work. Let our desire be, that while he
chastens, he may greatly quicken us ; and that, in the end, it may be manifest to all, that
our safety cometh from the Lord. Now may God himself, even the Father, bless us ; and
may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be upon us all.—Amen.

Signed in name of the Assembly, by
Robert Gordon, Moderator.

Sess, ult., May 31, 1841.— Overture and Interim Act, with Regulations for carrying

into effect the Act of Assembly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers,

(Same as last year. Re-transmitted.)

XL
Sess. lilt, May 31, 1841.

—

Standing Order on the Forms of Commissions.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on the Forms of
Commissions, which was given in by Mr Dunlop, the convener, and read. The
General Assembly approve of the Report, and did, and hereby do, declare and order

in terms thereof, and direct the same to be inserted among the public Acts of this

Church, the tenor whereof follows :

—

1. Your committee would recommend that a copy of the Act, 1839, anent re])re-

sentative elders, together with a copy of the form of certificate approved by the Ge-
neral Assembly, 1840, and also of this report, if approved of by the Assembly, be

transmitted to every minister of this Church, and that the Assembly declare that no
certificates will henceforth be received, or held a fulfilment of the Act above men-
tioned, unless exactly agreeing with the form aforesaid ; it being specially attended

to, that it is the certificate itself, and not an extract from the minutes of Session, that

must be lodged along with the commission.

2. In regard to the attestation by Presbj'teries of the commissions of representa-

tives from burghs, the committee, considering that the requiring of the attestation of

the Presbytery is additional to, and corroborative of, that of the Session, would re-

commend the Assembly to declare, that, on the one hand, Presbyteries are entitled to

attest such commissions, although there be no certificate produced to them from the

Session to which the commissioner belongs, that he is bona fide an acting elder, pro-

vided they have other sufficient grounds of information as to his truly being so ; and,

on the other hand, that such certificate, when produced to them, while it ought not to

be disregarded except on the strongest grounds, it is not to be holden as necessarily

conclusive as to the qualification of the party in this respect.

3. Your committee would suggest, that all commissions should be desired to be

transmitted to the Agent for the Church at least one week before the meeting of the

Assembly, and that those so transmitted should be revised, so far as regards the re-

gularity of the commission in point of form, by a meeting of the Procurator, Clerks,

and Agent of the Church, and that their report as to the commissions being correct,

should supersede the passing the same under the review of the usual revising com-
mittee ; while as to commissions which these parties may find to be objectionable in

form, that they should at once be remitted to the Committee on disputed and ob-

jected Commissions.

A. Dunlop, Convener.
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XII.

Sess. ult., May 31, l?,Al.—Standing Order anent the Visiting of Synod-Books.

^
The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee for Visiting the

Synod-Books, which was given in and read. The Assembly approve of the report,
and observing, in a few instances, that no notice is taken 'of inquiry having been
made by the Synods at the several Presbyteries of collections having been made
within their bounds for the different Schemes of the Church, did, and hereby do, di-
rect that, in future, all such omissions, with other remarks of the visitors, shall be
printed in the Acts of the Assembly.

xiir.

Sess. ult., May SI, 18-41

—

Act recommending Collections for the Five Schemes of the

General Assembly.

(This Act is similar to the corresponding Act of last year.)

XIV.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1841.— Overture on the Eldership.

(See Act 10th, Assembly, 1842.)

XV.

Sess. ult., May 31, 1841.

—

Act appointing a Special Commission to co-operate with the

I Presbyteries icithin whose bounds certain Vacant Parishes are situated, in settling and
superintending the same, andfor other purposes therein mentioned.

The General Assembly, having taken into their consideration the state of the pa-

rishes herein after mentioned, and the necessity of making some special provision for

t the settlement and superintendence thereof, and for the ordering of certain other

( matters after mentioned, resolve, for this purpose, to appoint a Special Commission, to

i the effect and with the powers herein after set forth; and they accordingly did, and here-

( by do, appoint Dr Robert Gordon, their Moderator, &c.; to be commissioners to co-

( operate with the several Presbyteries within whose bounds are situated the following

( parishes, viz. :—Huntly, Keith, Glass, Mordach, Rhynie, Cairnie, Botriphnie, and

JMarnoch, in the Presbytery of Strathbogie ; Auchterarder, in the Presbytery of

Auchterarder ; Lethendy and Kinloch, in the Presbytery of Dunkeld ; Muckairn, in

the Presbytery of Lorn ; and the new parish of Stewarton, in the Presbytery of

Irvine,—in the setdement and superintendence of the said parishes, and the making

provision for the supply of the ordinances of religion, and the exercise of discipline,

and the ordering of all ecclesiastical matters therein ; empowering and instructing

the said commissioners to advise and direct the said respective Presbyteries in all their

proceedings thereanent, and enjoining the said Presbyteries, as they are hereby en-

joined, to conform themselves to such advice and directions ; and with full power to

the said commissioners, in the event of their deeming it necessary, of themselves, to

do and perform, in relation to the premises, every act which the respective Presby-

teries might have done and performed ; and the said commissioners are farther em-
powered, in the event of any interference by the Civil Courts with the exercise of

the spiritual jurisdiction and discipline of the Church by these or any other Presby-

teries of the Church, and of their being applied to by such Presbyteries, to advise

and direct such Presbyteries in regard to their proceedings ; or if the said commis-
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sioners shall deem it necessary, of themselves, to do and perform whatever it might
have been competent for the said Presbyteries to have done and performed. And
they are also instructed and empowered to advise with the Procurator in regard to

legal processes in dependence, touching the questions connected with the matters re-

garding the parishes herein before mentioned, or any others that may be similarly

situated ; and the said commissioners are hereby empowered to choose their mode-
rator and clerk : And the General Assembly appoint the said commissioners to hold

their first meeting at Edinburgh, in the Presbytery Hall, on the 2d of June, at twelve

o'clock, with power to hold meetings thereafter at such times and places as they shall

see fit, and with power to their moderator at any time to summon meetings of the

said commissioners, -pro re nata, on five days' notice to each of the commissioners.

XVL
Sess. uU., May 31, 1841.

—

Act appointing the Diet of next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be holden

at Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 19th of May 1842.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

THE PRINCIPAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT
EDINBURGH, MAY 19, 1842.

Sesa, 1, May 19, 1842

—

The Queen^s Connnission to the Marquis of Bute produced,

and ordered to he recorded.

VicTORi.*, Dei gratis, Britanniarum Regina, Fidei Defensor; Omnibus probis ho-

minibus, ad quos praesentes literae- nostras pervenerint, Salutem. Quandoquideni

Nos considerantes, quod Generalis Ecclesiae Scotife Conventiis in diem decimain

nonam mensis Mali proximi convenire ordinatus fuit ; Nosque cupidae, et necessa-

rium esse judicantes, in commodum dictae Ecclesise, ut idem Generalis Conventus

die statuto et praescripto convenirct ; atque rebus magni momenti Nos alio vocanti-

bus, dicto Conventui personaliter interesse nequimus : Nosque abunde satisfactas de

sufficientia et fideHtate praefidelis Nostri et praedilecti Joannis Marchionis de Bute,

quod ad summum munus Nostri siipremi Commissionarii ad dictum Generalem Con-
ventum rit^ exercendum et obediundum usquequaque sit instructus : Noveritis igitur

nomin§,visse, constituisse et ordinavisse, tenoreque prgesentium nominare, eonstituere

et ordinare, dictum prsefidelem nostrum et praedilectum Joannem Marchionem de

Bute, supremum Nostrum Commissionarium dictae Ecclesiae Scotise Generali Con-
ventui ; dando illi et concedendo plenam potestatem, commissionem et warrantum,

sacram Nostram Personam et Auctoritatem Regalem repraesentandi, et praesentiam

Nostram supplendi, et locum Nostrum in dicto subsequenti Generali Conventu,

tanquam Commissionario Nostro pro eo proposito specialiter constituto, tenendi

;

omniaque ad imperium et munus Commissionarii Generali Conventui attinentia

peragendi, tam plen^ adeoque libere in omni respectu quam quilibet alius in eodem
summo munere fecerat seu quovis tempore prseterito facere potuerat, et ac si Nos
ipsae personaliter praesentes facere potuerimus. Quseque omnia et singula, quae dic-

tus Joannes Marchio de Bute, in hac Nostra commissione prosequenda legitime

fecerit, seu fieri ordinaverit, Nos firmiter ratificamus et approbamus. Insuper omni-

bus dicti Conventus et Ecclesiae Pastoribus et Presbyteris caeterisque quibuscunque.
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intra dictam partem Regni Nostri Uniti Magna Britannias et Hiberniae Scotiam vo-
catain, subditis Nostris cujuscunque gradus sen qualitatis, ut dictum Joannem jNIar-

chionem de Bute, tanquam supremum Commissionarium Nostrum, quoad etlectiun

et modum supra memoratos, agnoscant, revereantur, venerentur et audiant, manda-
mus et proecipimus: Et banc Nostram commissionem a decimo nono die Maii
proximi incipere, et deinceps durante subsequente sessione dicti Generalis Convcn-
tils in vigore continuare declaramus, vel usquedum a Nobis revocabitur et exonerabi-

ti'ir. In cujus rei testimonium, Sigillum Nostrum per Unionis Tractatum custodien-

dum, et in Scotia vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejusdem utendum ordinatum, praesenti-

bus appendi mandavimus, apud Aulam Nostram apud Saint James's, vigesimo quinto
die mensis Apriiis, anno Domini millesimo octingentesimo et quadragesimo secundo
Regnique Nostri anno quinto.

Per signaturam manu S. D. N. Reginae suprascriptam.

II.

Sess. I, May 19, 1842,

—

Her Majesty's Letter to the General Assemlly.

Victoria, R.

Right Reverend and Well-beloved, we greet you well.—The security and welfare

of the Church of Scotland, so intimately connected with the peace and eternal in-

terest of a large portion of our people, demand our constant care, and are regarded

by us with affectionate anxiety.

On our accession to our throne, we gladly renewed the solemn obligation which

binds us to maintain the Presbyterian Church of Scotland inviolate in all its rights

and privileges as by law established.

We rely on your loyalt}', and we contemplate with satisfaction the approach of

your meeting, in the confident expectation that your deliberations will be directed to

the advancement of piety and virtue; and that in all your proceedings you will be

guided by the love of religious peace, and by the temper of Christian charity and

forbearance.

We would earnestly remind you, that the happiness of our people in Scotland will

be promoted by your concord ; and we pray that Almighty God may so knit your

hearts and rule your decisions, that unity in the Church may be preserved, and

that the harmony indispensable in councils adapted for the furtherance of religion

may prevail among you.

It grieves us to know, that in some districts of Scotland many of the working-

classes have suffered, and still continue to suffer, severe distress.

We affectionately commend the poor and the destitute to your pastoral care ; and

we exhort you to inculcate on your respective flocks the duty of freely contributing

charitable aid to the relief of the necessities of their brethren.

We have thought fit to appoint our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin, John

Marquis of Bute, to be the representative of our royal person in this Assembly. We
are well assured of his tried ability and sincere wish faithfully to discharge the high

and important duties with which he is entrusted. His prudence and attachment to

the Church of Scotland are well known, and we are persuaded that our choice will

be acceptable to you. And so we bid you heartily farewell.

Given at our Court at St James's, the 11th day of May 1842, in the fifth year of

our reign.

By her Majesty's Command,

James Graham.
7b
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III.

Sess. 3, 31ay 21, 1842.— The General Assembly's Ansioer to the Queen's most ffracioust

Letter.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the]

Church of Scotland, convened in this General Assembly, have received with deepj

gratitude the gracious Letter conveying your Majesty's assurance, that the securitjd

and welfare of the Church of Scotland, so intimately connected with the peace ano

eternal interests of a large portion of your Majesty's subjects, engage your Majesty's

constant care and affectionate anxiety.

We remember with heartfelt satisfaction that your Majesty, on your accession to the

throne, recognised the soletim obligation which binds the Sovereigns of this country

to maintain the Church of Scotland inviolate in all its rights and privileges, as by lav

established.

We feel grateful for your Majesty's confidence in our loyalty, and for the expres-j

sion of your Majesty's satisfiiction in the prospect of our meeting ; and we humblj

trust that, through Divine grace, our deliberations will be directed to the advance.]

ment of piety and virtue, and that in all our proceedings we will be guided by the

love of religious peace, and by the spirit of Christian charity.

We assure your Majesty of our being fully aware that the happiness of your MaJ
jesty's subjects in Scotland will be promoted by our concord ; and we earnestly praj

that Almighty God may so guide our hearts, and rule our decisions, that unity in the

Church may be preserved, and that the harmony which is so conducive to th^

furtherance of religion may prevail among us.

We participate most fully in your Majesty's sympathy with the sufferings of manj

of the working-classes in some districts of Scotland, and we have accordingly ap4

pointed collections to be made in all the churches in which your Majesty's benevolenti

wishes for their relief have not been already anticipated.

As office-bearers of this Church, it will ever be our study lo watch over the inter

ests of the poor and destitute ; and we shall not fail to inculcate on our respective

Hocks the duty of freely contributing to the relief of their poor brethren.

"We hail with satisfaction the appointment of the Most Noble the Marquis of Bute

as the representative of your Majesty's person in this General Assembly, a nobleman

who, from his tried ability, prudence, and courtesy, and from his well-known attach-

ment, and large liberality to the Church of Scotland, cannot fail to be acceptable to

us in the execution of the important trust conunitted to his care.

We acknowledge with the warmest gratitude your Majesty's renewed grant of

L.2000 for the reformation of the Highlands and Islands ; and it will be the object of

our anxiety to apply this liberal donation in such a way as may most effectually pro-

mote your Majesty's pious and benevolent intentions.

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus ('hrist, the Father of mercies, and the

God of all comfort, may ever gladden your Majesty's heart with a sense of his favour

;

—that He may abundantly bless you with domestic happiness and public honour

;

—and that, after a long and prosperous reign, you may receive the crown of glory

that fadeth not awa}', is the earnest prayer of.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful, most loyal,

and most obedient subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appointment, by

D. Welsh, Moderator.
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IV.

Sess. 3, 3Ia>/ 21, 1842.— The Geripral Assemhb/s Address of Covgratvlation to the

Queen on the Birth of a Royal Prince.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your ]\Iajcsty's dmifiil and loyal subjects, the ministers and elders of the
Church of Scotland met in General Assembly, beg leave to offer our most cordial

congratulations on the birth of a Royal Prince, who, we trust, has been raised up bv
Divine Providence to inherit, at a period yet far distant, the throne of his illustrious

progenitors. We feel ourselves bound to express our gratitude to the Governor
among the nations, who has hitherto watched over your Majesty's health and safety,

and we earnestly hope and pray that your life may be long preserved as a blessino- to

the British empire, and to the other kingdoms of the earth ; and that the Prince,

whose birth has been the signal for universal rejoicing throughout the land, may be
so wisely trained under your Majesty's parental inspection, and so beneficially influ-

enced by your Majesty's example, as to become, in due season, the faithful guardian

of the sacred interests and privileges of the people, and the enlightened patron of all

the great national institutions, which in times past have contributed so essentially to

the power of the British nation.

It is our devout prayer that your Majesty, with your Royal Consort, and the objects

of your maternal affection, may long enjoy domestic felicity ;—that your reign may
be signalised by the advancement of sound learning, by the flourishing of commerce
and the arts of peace, and especially by the prevalence of pure religion ;—and that

your Majesty, and those who are most endeared to you, may be heirs of everlasting

blessedness and glory in heaven.

Given at Edinburgh, this 21st day of May 1842, by your Majesty's

most faithful, obedient, and loyal subjects, the Ministers and
Elders of this National Assembly of the Church of Scotland,

D. Welsh, Moderator.

Sess. 17, Ma>/30, 1842.— Commission of the General Assembly to certain Ministers and

Ruling Elders for discussing Affairs referred to them.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint the Rev. Dr

David Welsh, Professor of Church History in the University of Edinburgh, their

Moderator ; and from the Presbytery of Dornoch, Mr Duncan Macgillivray at Lairg,

Mr Peter Davidson at Stoer, ministers; Patrick Tennent, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Tongue, Mr Hugh Mackay Mackenzie at

Tongue, Mr William Findlater at Durness, ministers ; James Bridges, Esq., W.S.,

Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Caithness, Mr William M'Kenzie

at Olrick, Mr Charles Thomson at Wick, Mr Thomas Gun at Keiss, ministers

;

Robert Johnston, junior, Esq., W.S., residing in Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Kirkwall, Mr Peter Petrie at Kirkwall, Mr Adam Rettie at Evie and

Rendall, niinisters ; James Howden, Esq., jeweller at Edinburgh, ruling elder. From

the Presbytery of Cairston, Mr Thomas Blvth at Birsay and Harray, Mr Peter Lear-

month atStromness, ministers; Robert Om'ond, Esq., physician in Edinburgh, ruling

•elder. From the Presbytery of North Isles, Mr George Ritchie at Rousay and

Egilshay, Mr James Brotchie at Westray and Papa Westray, ministers ;
Charles

.Cowan, Esq., of Valleyfield, ruling elder. "From the Presbytery of Lerwick, Mr John

•Bryden at Sandsting, Mr Alexander Stark at Sandwick, ministers ; Charles Hay,

•Esq., younger of Laxfirth, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Burravoe, Mr John

.M'Gowan at Nesting, Mr WiUiam Stevenson at Northmavine, mmisters; Isaac Bay-
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ley, Esq., S.S.C, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Dr Robert Gor-

don at High Church, Mr James Buchanan at High Church, Mr John Clark at Ca-
||

nongate, Mr David Home at ('orstorphine, Mr William Cunningham at ("ollege *

Church, Mr Thomas Guthrie at St John's Church, Mr Robert Jamieson at Currie,

Dr Thomas Chalmers, Professor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh, Dr
Robert Smith Candlish at St George's Church, ministers ; James Balfour, Esq., of

Pilrig, Alexander Earle Monteith, Esq., Advocate, Sir William Whitehead, hosier,

Edinburgh, Mr William Brown, surgeon, Edinburgh, ruling elders. From the City

of Edinburgh, Sir James Forrest, Bart., Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Andrew Millar,

Esq., merchant, formerly one of the Magistrates of the burgh. From the University

of Edinburgh, the Very Rev. John Lee, D.D., Principal. From the Church in

India, the Rev. Robert Kerr Hamilton, A.M., one of the ministers of St Andrew's

Church, Madras, minister ; John Law, Esq., late of Madras, ruling elder. From

the Presbytery of Linlithgow, Mr James M'Farlan at Muiravonside, Mr Lewis H.

Irvino- at Abercorn, Mr William Learmonth at West Calder, Mr William M. Hether-

ino-ton at Torphichen, ministers ; Henry Salmon, Esq., of Bonnyside, James Hamil-

ton, Esq., of Ninewar, ruling elders. From the Burgh of Queensferry, Donald

Home, Esq., of Langwcll, W.S. From the Presbytery of Biggar, Carlyle Bell, Esq.,

W.S., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr John Elliot at Peebles, Mr
Walter Paterson at Kirkurd, ministers ; Thomas Charles Burns, Esq., ruling elder.

From the Burgh of Peebles, Harry Maxwell Inglis, Esq., of Loganbank, W.S. From

the Presbytery of Dalkeith, Mr John Crawford at Crichton, Mr William Scott Mon-
crieff at Pennycuick, Mr John Adamson at Newton, ministers ; James Moncreiff,

Esq., Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Haddington, Dr Angus Ma-
kellar at Pencaitland, Mr John Abernethy at Bolton, Mr Wilham Bruce Cunning,

hame at Prestonpans, ministers ; Hew Francis Cadell, Esq., merchant in Cockenzie,

rulin"- elder. From the Burgh of Haddington, Mr Thomas Dods, nurseryman, re-

sidino- iu Haddington. From the Burgh of North Berwick, Alexander Goodsir,

Esq., Secretary of the British Linen Company's Bank, Edinburgh. From the Pres-

bytery of Dmibar, Mr David Logan at Stenton, Mr Robert Burns Thomson at Spott,

ministers; Patrick Dalmahoy, Esq., W.S., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Dunbar,

Captain James Hay of Belton, R.N. From the Presbytery of Dunse, Mr William

Cousin at Boston Church, Dunse, Mr John Baillie at P'ogo, ministers; John

Cadell, Esq., of Tranent, Advocate, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Chirn-

side, Mr George Tough at Ayton, Mr John Turnbull at Eyemouth, Mr Thomas
Smith Goldie at Coldstream, ministers ; David Milne, Esq., Advocate, younger

of Milnegraden, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Kelso, Mr James Hope
at Roxburgh, Mr John Gilford at Nenthorn, ministers ; Frederick Lewis Roy,

Esq., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Richmond at

Southdean, Mr David Aitken at INIinto, Mr John A. Wallace at Hawick, ministers

;

John Paton, Esq., of Crailing, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Jedburgh, William

Oliver Rutherford, Esq., of Edgerston. From the Presbytery of Lauder, Mr Walter

Wood at Westruther, Mr David Waddell at Stow, ministers ; David Dickson, Esq., of

Hartree, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Lauder, Macduff Rhind, Esq., Advocate.

From the Presbytery of Selkirk, Mr John Campbell at Selkirk, Mr George Ritchie

at St Bosweli's, ministers ; Robert Boston, Esq., ruling elder. From the Burgh of

Selkirk, George William Hay, Esq., of Whiterigg. From the Presbytery of Annan,

Mr Huo-h M'Bryde Broun at Brydekirk, Mr VVilliam Nivison at Kirtle, ministers

;

Sir Patrick Maxwell, Bart., of Springkell, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Langholm, Mr Angus Barton at Castleton, Mr Adam Cunningham at Eskdalemuir,

ministers ; Alexander Harley Maxwell, Esq., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Lochmaben. Dr Robert Colvin at Johnstone, Mr Thomas Hunter Thomson at Dal-

ton, Mr William Little at Kirkpalrick-Juxta, ministers ; John James Hope Johnston,

Esq., of Annandale, M.P., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Lochmaben, David

Johnston, Esq., of lliggheads, writer in Dumfries, From the Presbytery of Penpont,

Mr George Smith at Penpont, Mr Robert Wilson at Tynron, ministers; Andrew
Lorimer, Esq., ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dumfries, Mr George Greig

at Tinwald, Mr George. John Duncan at Kirkpatrick-Durham, Mr Robert Crawford
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at Irongray, Mr Robert Gillies, A.j\I., at Carlavcrock, ministers; Mr James Brown,
Holywood, ISIr James Swan, Torthorwald, ruling ciders. From the Burgh of Dum-
fries, Archibald Hamilton, Esq., writer in Dumfries, a member of Council. From
the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Samuel Smith at Borgue, Mr John M'Millan
at Kirkcudbright, Dr John Whitson at Crossmiehdel, ministers ; Mr William Poole,
ruling elder. From the Burgh of Kirkcudbright, Andrew Storic, Esq., Writer to

the Signet, residing in Edinburgh. From the Burgh of New Galloway, James Mor-
gan, Esq., S.S.C., Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Wigtown, Mr Peter Young
at Wigtown, Mr Alexander Forrester at Sorbie, ministers ; George James Laurie,
D.D., ruling elder. From the Burgh of Wigtown, Stair H. Stewart, Esq., of Ph^'sgill.

From the Burgh of Whithorn, William Wingate, Esq., Glasgow. From the Presby-
tery of Stranraer, Mr Thomas B. Bell, assistant and successor at Leswalt, Mr Robert
Donald, at Sheuchan Church, ministers ; Mr William Tod, schoolmaster in Kirk-
maiden, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Stranraer, Mr William Black, merchant,
residing in Stranraer. From the Presbytery of Ayr, Mr Ebenezer B. Wallace at Barr,

Mr Robert Paton at Straiton, Mr Thomas Burns at Monkton, Mr James Symington
at Muirkirk, Mr Robert Houston at Dalmellington, Mr James Fairlie at Mauchline,
ministers ; Claud Alexander, Esq,, of Ballochmyle, George M'Micken Torrance,

Esq., George Square, Edinburgh, John Barclay, Esq., manager of Catrine Cotton
Works, ruling elders. From the Burgh of Ayr, Adam Hunter, Esq., merchant in

Ayr. From the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr Matthew Dickie at Dunlop, Mr George
Colville at Beith, Mr Robert Ferguson at Fenwick, Mr John Hamilton, Gaelic

Church, Saltcoats, ministers ; William Howieson Crawfurd, Esq., of Crawfurdland,
Patrick Boyle Mure Macredie, Esq., of Pierceton, ruling elders. From the Burgh
of Irvine, John Allan Rankine, Esq., writer in Irvine. From the Presbytery of

Paisley, Mr Robert Stevenson at Middle Parish, jMr James Graham at North Parish,

Mr Alexander Salmon at Barrhead, Mr James Falconer at Martyrs' Parish, ministers
;

Mr John Munro, Mr William Sluir, ruling elders. From the Burgh of Renfrew,
Matthew Muir, grain-merchant in Paisley. From the Presbytery of Greenock, Mr
James Smith at Greenock, Mr James Drummond at Cumbray, Mr John Dow at

Largs, ministers; Mr John Gray, merchant in Greenock, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Hamilton, Mr William Buchan at Hamilton, Mr Hugh Dewar at

Stonehouse, James Begg, D.D., New jNIonkland, Mr William Jackson at West Air-

drie, Mr David Paton at Chapelton, ministers ; William Clark, M.D., of Moifat,

William Collins, Esq., Glasgow, ruling elders. From the Presbytery of Lanark,

Mr Andrew Borland Parker at Lesmahagow, Mr David Burness at Wiston and
Roberton, Mr Thomas Stark at St Leonard's, Lanark, ministers ; Thomas Rennie
Scott, Esq., Castlemains, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Lanark, Allan Elliot

Lockhart of Cleghorn, Esq. From the Presbytery of Glasgov.', Dr John Muir at

Glasgow, Dr Michael Willis at Glasgow, Dr Matthew Leishman at Govan, Dr
Robert Buchanan at Glasgow, Mr John Cochran at East Cumbernauld, Mr Peter

M'Morland at Glasgow, Mr John Park at Cadder, Mr David Menzics at Glasgow,

Mr John Reid at Glasgow, Mr John Lyon at Banton, ministers ; James Buchanan,

Esq., merchant in Glasgow, John Geddes, Esq., merchant in Glasgow, Henry Dun-
lop, Esq., merchant in Glasgow, John Gordon, Esq., merchant in Glasgow, John
Bain, Esq., merchant in Glasgow, ruling ciders. From the City of Glasgow, Andrew
Ranken, Esq., merchant in Glasgow. From the University of Glasgow, Rev. Alex-

ander Hill, D.D., Professor of Theology in said College. From the Burgh of Ruther-

glen, Alexander Drew of Shawfield, Esq. From the Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr
Matthew Barclay at Old Kilpatrick, Mr William B. S. Palerson at Kilmaronock, Mr
William Dunn at Cardross, Mr John Pollock at Baldcrnock, ministers ; William

Brown, Esq., of Kilmardinny, John Wright, jimior, Esq., merchant in Glasgow,

ruling elders. From the Burgh of Dumbarton, Robert Duncanson jNI'Kenzie, Esq.,

of Calderven. From the Presbytery of Dunoon, Mr John Macdougall at Lochgoil-

head and Kilmorich, Mr Alexander jNIacbride at North Bute, ministers ; Mr Duncan
Campbell, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Ilothsay, Charles jMackiulay, Esq.,
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heritor in Rothsay, and residing there. From the Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr Dun-
can M'Nab at Campbeltown, Mr Hector M'Neill at Campbeltown, ministers; John
Grant, Esq., merchant In Campbeltown, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Campbel-
town, Nathaniel Harvey, Esq., bank agent in Campbeltown. From the Presbytery
of Isla and Jura, Mr Alexander Cameron at Kilchoman, Mr Colin Hunter at Port-
nahaven, ministers ; James Crawford, junior, Esq., Writer to the Signet, Edin-
burgh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Inverary, I\Ir Duncan Campbell at

Inverary, Mr Dugald Campbell at Glassary, ministers; James Hunter, Esq., re-

siding at Lochgilphead, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Inverary, James
Blackadder, Esq., upholsterer in Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Lorn,
Mr Donald M'Naughton at Duror, j\Ir Duncan M'Lean at Glenorchy, ministers

;

John George Wood, Esq., W. S., Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Mull, Mr Neil M'Lean at Tyrie, Mr Neil' M'Lean at Ulva, Mr Donald Stewart at

Tobermory, ministers; Dr George Gray, Professor of Oriental Languages, Univer-
sity of Glasgow, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dunkcld, Mr John Waddell
at Burrelton, Mr Andrew Kessen at Lethendy, Mr John M'Kenzie at Dunkeld,
ministers ; John Murray, Esq., 24, Ainslie Place, Edinburgh, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Weem, Mr Alexander Campbell at Weem, Mr Alexander Robert-

son Irvine at Foss, ministers ; James Stewart Robertson, Esq., ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Perth, Mr John Thomson at Monedie, Mr William Ritchie at St

Martins, Mr James Noble at St Madoes, Mr Andrew Bonar, assistant and successor

to Mr John Rogers, minister at CoUace, Mr Andrew Gray at Perth, ministers ; James
Mellis Nairn, E?q., of Dansinnane, Laurence Craigie, Esq., of Glendoick, ruling

elders. From the Burgh of Perth, William Henderson, Esq., physician in Perth,

and residing in Rose Terrace there. From the Presbytery of Stirling, Mr Andrew
Brown at Aiva, Mr John Harper at Bannockburn, Mr Ebenezer Johnstone at Plean,

ministers; Robert Bruce, Esq., of Kennet, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Stir-

ling, John Aikman, Esq., Treasurer of the said Burgh. From the Presbytery of

Auchtcrarder, Mr James Thomson at jMuckhart, Mr Fin lay Macalister at VVcst

Church, Crieff, Mr Samuel Grant at A rdoch, ministers ; Adam M'Cheyne, Esc].,

W.S., rulin" elder. From the Presbytery of Dunblane, Mr William M'Kenzie at

Dunblane, Mr James Duncan at East Kincardine, Mr George Hope Monilaws at

Tulliallan, ministers; Henr^' Paul, Esq. of Woodside, banker in Glasgow, ruling

elder. From the Presbytery of Duid'ermline, jNIr Thomas Doig at Torryburn, Mr
Andrew Bethune Duncan at Culross, j\Ir William Gilston at Carnock, ministers;

Robert Douglas, Esq., banker, Dunfermline, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Cul-

ross, John Tait, Es([., Advocate. From the Burgh of Inverkeithing, Alexander

Stevenson, Esq., W.S., residing in Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy,

Mr David Bell at Kcnnoway, Mr Alexander O. Laird at Abbotshall, Mr Davicl

Conper at Burntisland, Mr John Alexander at Kirkcaldy, ministers; Charles ]\[ait-

land Christie, Esq., of Duric, Patrick Don Swan, Esq., Provost of Kirkcaldy, ruling

elders. From the Burgh of Kirkcaldy, Major Hugh Lyon Playfair, residing in the

city of .St Andrews. From the Burgh of Burntisland, Alexander Hutchison, Esq.,

writer in Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Cupar, I)r Alexander Kiddat Moonzie,

Mr John Thomson at Balmerino, ]Mr Robert Johnston at Auchtermuchty, Mr Angus
M'Gillivray at Dairsie, ministers ; David Maitland Makgill Crichton, Esq., of Ran-
keillour, David Reid, Esq., Cruvie, ruling elders. From the Burgh of Cupar, Dun-
can M'Inlyre, Esq., manufacturer in Ciipar, From the Presbytery of St Andrews,

Mr James Roger at Dcnino, Dr Robert Haldane at St Andrews, Mr Charles Nairn

at Forgan, Mr William Ferrie at Anstrnther Easter, ministers ; Robert Bayne Dal-

gleish, Esq., of Dura, Colonel William Playfair, residing at St Andrews, ruling elders.

From the Burgh of St Andrews, Sir David Brewster, Principal of the United Col-

lege of St Salvator and St Leonards, St Andrews, and residing in St Andrews.

From the University of St Andrews, Mr Andrew Alexander, Professor of Greek in the

United College. From the Burgh of Pittenweem, John Wood, Esq., banker in

Colinsburgh. From the Burgh of Crail, Peter Walker, Esq., of Muirhead. From
the Burgh of Anstruther Easter, Mr George Darsie, junior, residenter in Anstruther

Easter. From the Burgh of Anstruther Wester, Walter Malcolm, Esq., writer in
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Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of Meigle, Mr James Flowerdew at Essie and
Nevay, Mr William Ramsay at Alylh, Mr Patrick Barty, Rulhven, ministers

;

Robert Smythe, Esq., of Methven, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Forfar, Mr
Daniel Cormick of the South Parish, Kirriemuir, Mr William Clugston at Forfar,

Mr George Loudon at Inverarity, ministers ; James Bonar, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh,
ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Dundee, Mr James Thomson at St Clement's,

Mr John Roxburgh at St John's, Mr George Lewis at St David's, Mr Samuel Miller

at Monifieth, Mr Patrick Leslie Miller at Wallacetown, Dundee, ministers ; John
Thain, Esq., merchant, Mr Alexander Hean, builder, Dundee, ruling elders. From
the Burgh of Dundee, Alexander Balfour, Esq., merchant in Dundee. From the

Presbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr John Kirk at Arbirlot, Mr John Laird at Inver-

keillor, Mr James Lumsden at Barry, ministers ; Captain John H. IMontgomerie of

Broorafield, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Aberbrothock, Mr George Kyd,
manufacturer at Mary-well Village, in the parish of St Vigcan's, within the Presby-

tery of Aberbrothock. From the Presbytery of Brechin, Dr Joseph Paterson at

Montrose, Dr Robert Smith at Montrose, Mr John Eadie at Dun, ministers ; Captain
Thomas Ramsay, Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Brechin, Patrick

Guthrie, Esq., merchant in Brechin. From the Burgh of Montrose, ilr Francis

Japp, Treasurer of the Burgh of Montrose. From the Presbytery of Fordoun, Mr
John Glegg at Bervie, Mr John (vook at Lawrencekirk, Mr Samuel Trail, assistant

and successor at Arbuthnott, ministers; Walter Cook, Es(|., W.S., ruling elder.

From the Burgh of Bervie, Alexander Johnston, Esq., W.S., residing at Tullos

House. From the Presbytery of Aberdeen, Dr Alexander John Forsyth at Bel-

helvie, Mr William Primrose at Melville Parish, Mr William Mitchell at Holborn,

Mr William Leslie, assistant and successor at Fintray, Mr John Stephen at John
Knox's Parish, Mr Robert Thomson at Peterculter, ministers ; Dr Daniel Dewar,
Principal of Marischal College and University, Captain Thomas Shepherd, residing

at Straloch, Dr William Henderson, physician, Aberdeen, ruling elders. From the

City of Aberdeen, David Chalmers, Esq., of Westburn, one of the members of Council

of the said Burgh. From Marischal College, Dr Robert James Brown, Professor of

Greek in said University. From the Presbytery of Kincardine- O' Neil, Mr Robert

Milne Miller at Aboyne, Mr William Ingram at Echt, Mr James Watson, assistant

and successor at Tarland, ministers; James Hope, junior, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh,

ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Alford, Mr James Paull at Tnllynessle

and Forbes, Mr Robert Meiklejohn at Strathdon, Mr Alexander Low at Keig,

ministers ; Dr George Cook, Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University

of St Andrews, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Ellon, Mr Francis Knox at

Tarves, minister ; Mr Hercules Scott, Professor of Moral Philosophy in King's Col-

lege and University, Aberdeen, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Garioch, Mr
James Bisset at Bourtie, Mr Thomas Burnett at Daviot, Mr John Wilson at Prem-
nay, ministers ; Captain James Elphinstone Dalrymple at Westhall, ruling elder.

From the Burgh of Kintore, William Macdonald, Esq., of Ormiston. From the

Presbytery of Deer, Mr James Welsh at New Deer, Mr John Morrison at Old Deer,

Mr James Yuill at East Parish Church of Peterhead, ministers ; Mr John Anderson,

residing in Mormond village, Strichen, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Tur-

riff, Mr George Ramsay Davidson at Drumblade, Mr Joseph Thorburn at Forglen,

ministers; Neil Smith, junior, Esq., merchant in Aberdeen, ruling elder. From the

Presbytery of Fordyce, Mr John Innes at Fordyce, Mr Robert Shanks at Buckie,

ministers ; Dr James Russell, Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Burgh of Cul-

len, John Fraser, Esq., Provost of the said Burgli of ('ullen. From the Presbytery

of Strathbogie, Mr David Dewar at Bellic, jMr Harry Leith at Rothiemay, ministers;

Major Ludovick Stewart, residing at Pittyvaich, ruling elder. From the Presbytery

of Aberlour, Mr Lewis William Forbes at Boharm, Mr William Asher at Inveraven,

ministers; James M'Innes, Esq., S.S.C., Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Pres-

bytery of Abernethy, Mr William Grant at Duthill, Mr James Grant at Cromdale,

ministers ; the Right Hon. Francis William Earl of Seafield, ruling elder. From
the Presbytery of Elgin, Mr Alexander Brander at Duffus, Mr Francis Wylie at

Elgin, ministers; Adam Longmore, Esq., residing in Edinburgh, ruling elder. From
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the Burgh of Elgin, Archibald Bonar, Esq., banker in Edinburgh. From the

Presbytery of Forres, Mr Mark Aitken at Dyke, Mr Peter Farries at Edinkilhe,

ministers ; Henry Tod, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh, ruhng elder. From the Burgh of

Forres, George Gumming, Esq., W.S. in Edinburgh. From the Presbytery of

Nairn, Mr William Barclay at Auldearn, Mr Simon Fraser M'Lauchlan at Cawdor,

ministers ; John Clerk Brodie, Esq., W.S. at Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the

Burgh of Nairn, James Campbell Brodie, Esq., of Lethen. From the Presbytery of

Inverness, Dr Alexander Rose at Inverness, Mr Simon Mackintosh at Inverness,

ministers; William Stothert, Esq., of Cargen, ruling elder. From the Burgh of In-

verness, Mr Alexander Mackenzie, residing at Douglas Row of Inverness. From
the Presbytery of Chanonry, Mr Simon Fraser at Fortrose, Mr Donald Kennedy
at Killearnan, ministers ; George Buchan, Esq., of Kelloe, ruling elder. From the

Burgh of Fortrose, Maurice Lothian, Esq., S.S.C., Edinburgh. From the Presby-

tery of Tain, Mr David Garment at Rosskeen, Mr Hugh M'Leod at Logic Easter,

ministers ; Donald Williamson, Esq., writer at Tain, ruling elder. From the Burgh
of Tain, Dr George Smyttan, H. E.I.G.S., residing in Edinburgh. From the Pres-

bytery of Dingwall, Mr Duncan Campbell at Kiltearn, Mr George M'Leod at Mary-

burgh, ministers ; Dr James Begbie, physician in Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the

Burgh of Dingwall, Hugh Innes Cameron, Esq., Provost of the Burgh of Dingwall.

From the Presbytery of AbertarfF, Mr Donald Cameron at Laggan, Mr Donald

Chisholm at Boleskine and Abertarff, ministers ; Robert Bell, Esq., Advocate, Pro-

curator for the Church of Scodand, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of Skye,

Mr John M'Kinnon at Strath, Mr Coll M'Donald at Portree, ministers ; George

Tweedie Stodart, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh, ruling elder. From the Presbytery of

Lewis, Mr Alexander M'Leod at Uig, Mr Duncan Matheson at Knock, ministers.

From the Presbytery of Uist, Mr John Bethune at Berneray, Mr Norman M'Leod
at Trumisgarry, ministers ; Hugh Bnice, Esq., Advocate, Edinburgh, ruling elder.

From the Presbytery of Lochcarron, Mr John M'Rae at Glenelg, Mr James Mor-

rison at Kintail, ministers ; Alexander Dunlop, Esq., Advocate in Edinburgh, ruling

elder; and the Assembly added thereto the name of the Rev. Dr Brunton, Professor

of Hebrew in the University of Edinburgh, named by the Moderator; to be commis-

sioners of this General Assembly, to the effect after mentioned ; with power to the

said commissioners, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty-

one of the said commissioners, whereof twenty-one are always to be ministers, to

meet and convene within the Assembly House at Edinburgh, the first day after

the dissolution of this Assembly, at twelve of the clock noon, and thereafter the

second Wednesday of August, the third Wednesday of November,, and the first

Wednesday of March next to come, and oftener, when and where they shall think fit

and convenient, with power to the said commissioners to choose their own moderator

;

and with authority, in the event of any application being made by any of the ministers

deposed or suspended in consequence of the occurrences connected with the Presbytery

of Strathbogie, to take the same into their consideration, and, if they shall see cause, to

remove the censure ; and, likewise, the General Assembly fully empower their said

Commissioners, or their quorum above mentioned, to cognosce and finally determine

as they shall see cause, in every matter referred to, or which shall be referred to them,

by any act or order of the Assembly ; and to do every thing contained in and con-

form to the instructions given, or to be given, by the Assembly; and to advert to

the interest of the Church on every occasion, that the Church and the present esta-

blishment thereof do not suffer or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as

they will be answerable ;
provided always, that this general clause be not extended

to particular affairs or processes before Synods or Presbyteries, that are not of uni-

versal concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby appoint-

ed that no private processes be determined, except at the four stated diets; and what

shall be determined at one diet of the commission, with relation to private causes,

shall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force

till disapproved of by the General Assembly. And the Assembly renews the instruc-

tions given by the General Assembly in the year 1717 to their commission, and ap-
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points the same to stand in full force, as instructions to the commissioners before
named, and to be observed by them in all points, as if the same were specially here
inserted ; and that they inquire into the publishing and spreading of boolis and
pamphlets tending towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, inconsistent

with our Confession of Faith ; and tluit the rccommcnders of such books and ])am-

phlcts, or of the errors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be called be-

fore the said Commission to answer for the same ; and, further, the said Commission is

hereby empowered to receive any references and appeals that shall be made to them
f\-om Synods in matters of doctrine, and ripen such affairs for next General Assem-
bly ; and to contribute what they can to the suppression of vice and immorality, and
to give all needful advice and assistance to Synods and Presbyteries, upon application

to them for that end: Likewise, to take care that the impressions of the Holy Scrip-

tures, the Confession of Faith, and Catechisms, and such books as are authorised by
this Church, relating to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government thereof,

be correct ; and to give directions about printing the same. And the commissioners

are appointed and empowered to keep a correspondence with the Committee for Re-
formation of the Highlands and Islands, for suppressing Popery and Superstition,

and for promoting the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reformation in

those parts, and to give assistance and concurrence therein ; and, if need be, to ap-

ply to the government for a proper remedy and speedy redress. And the said

commissioners are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any other

matters than what are committed and referred to them as above mentioned : And,
in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the acts and constitution of this

Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same ; de-

claring, that in and for all their actings they shall be accountable to, and censurable

by, next General Assembly, as they shall see cause. And the General Assembly ap-

points the said commissioners particularly to observe the Acts of the General Assembly
1712 and 1719, respecting the Application of the Public Money ; which two Acts are

printed among the Acts of the Assembly, 1761. And this Commission is to continue

and endure until another Commission be appointed; and members are required to

attend the diets of the said Commission ; and absentees therefrom are ordered to be

noticed, according to the 17th Act of the General Assembly, held in the year 1706 :

And for the better securing a quorum and attendance of members on the Commission,

the General Assembly prohibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Presby-

tery within twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks appointed for

the meeting of this Commission ; and such of the members of these Presbyteries as

are on the Commission are required, all of them, to give attendance on the diets

thereof; and the Presbyteries, at a greater distance, who have four or more members
on the Commission, are to take care that at least two of them attend each diet of the

same; and the General Assembly appoint their Commission, at the first meeting, to

discuss as many of the causes and questions relative to the settlement of vacant

churches, which are or shall be referred to them by the Assembly, as they can over-

take ; and it is further provided, that when any Presbytery or Synod of this Church

shall decline to comply with the sentence of the Commission, or to give the same a

full execution, in that case, the Commission is hereby prohibited to execute the same,

by appointing any such correspondent meeting, as has been sometimes the practice,

but shall allow the same to lie over to the ensuing Assembly, to which such Presby-

teries or Synods shall be answerable for such their conduct, and are hereby appointed

to send up with their commissioners their reasons for the same. And that in passing

their sentences, and in ordering the execution of the same, they strictly observe the

12th Act of the Assembly, 1736.

7 c
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VI.

jScw. 17, May 30, 1842.— Commi<ision to some Ministers and Ruling Elders for the

Beformation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and for Managing her

Majesty's Royal Bounty.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint the Rev. Dr
David Welsh, Professor of Church History in the University of Edinburgh, Mo-
derator, all the ministers who are members of the Presbytery of Edinburgh ; Mr
Peter Davidson, &c. ; to be a committee of this Assembly for the Reformation of

the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of true religion,

suppressing Popery and profaneness, and for managing the Royal Bounty for these

ends, according to, and in terms of, her Majesty's grant to this Assembly. In pro-

secution of which purposes, the committee are to appint preachers and catechists to

go to such places as thej' shall find, upon due information, to be the most proper,

according to her Majesty's design, expressed in her warrant ; and in so doing, that

they have particular regard to such parishes in South Uist, Small Isles, Glencoe,

Harris, the countries oi Moidart, Glengarry, and Locha'oer, and the other parishes

of the Synods of Cjilcnelg and Argyle, which the committee shall find, by reason of

their vast extent, by the prevalence of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy
circumstances, to be in the greatest distress : And ihey shall take care that the per-

sons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified

for their respective offices ; of good abilities for the same ; of a pious life and con-

versation ;
prudent, of undoubted loyalty to her Majesty, and of competent skill in

the principles of divinity, and particularly in Popish controversies ; such preachers

and catechists being hereby appointed to be subject to, and under the inspection

of, the Presbyteries of the bounds to which they are sent, who are to take care that

the orders of the committee be duly observed by them. And the preachers are also

appointed to catechise, and both they and the catechists to instruct the people from

house to house, and to visit the sick ; and, in all their labours among the people to

be careful to teach them the principles and duties of the true Christian Protestant

religion, and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign

Queen Victoria, and obedience to the laws : And the committee are empowered to

give them such instructions as to their work and behaviour, as they shall judge

meet ; which instructions the preachers and catechists are hereby ordered to obey.

The General Assembly do farther appoint the said committee to have a particular

regard in their proceedings to the regulations agreed upon by the committee of the

Assembly for managing the Royal Bounty on the 30lh September 1730, approved

by frequent Assemblies ; and to take care that Presbyteries, and others concerned,

observe the same, which they are hereby ordered to do ;
particularly, the Assembly

ordains the several Presbyteries to insert in their registers the committee's appoint-

ments of the designations, salaries, and stations of the several missionaries, and to

have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they shall write about the said mis-

sionaries, and in giving of certificates to them ; and to direct all their letters con-

cerning missionaries in their bounds only to the moderator of the committee; which

letters shall be signed at the appointment of the Presbytery by the moderator or clerk

thereof: And the Assembly docs discharge any payment to be made of the salaries of

the missionaries, except upon receipts from the missionaries themselves, and upon cer-

tificates Irom the Presbyteries, bearing that they have served for the time mentioned

in the receipts; and that every catechist who receives a salary from the Royal Bounty,

on condition that the parishioners or gentlemen of the district shall pay a certain

sum in aid of such salary, shall insert in the body of his receipt to the cashier a

declaration that he has received the particular sum specified ; and that the attesta-

tion of the Presbytery sha'.l, in like manner, bear that the catechist has received the

stipulated sum which the committee make the condition of his appointment ; that a

journal of tb.e itinerant's labours in the ministry of the mission committed to him
Le written on the back of the Presbytery's certificate, and signed by him, as the
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ground on which the Presbytery have granted hira said certificate. The General
Assembly do also empower the said committee to apply, for the puqioses above men-
tioned, what may remain of the last year's Royal Bounty, not disposed of by reason
of any of the missionaries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them ; and that

they are to keep a register of their proceedings, and likewise distinct books of ac-

counts, how the foresaid money is bestowed, which shall be patent to any concerned,
or who may be pleased to inspect the same. Of the persons above named as mem-
bers of this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are to be
ministers. But it is hereby appointed. That at the quarterly meeting of the com-
mittee in which the scheme or establishment of missionaries for the ensuing year
is to be approved and determined, not less than fourteen shall be a quorum, whereof
nine shall be ministers : And the said committee are appointed to have their first

general meeting at Edinburgh the first lawful day after the adjournment of the first

stated diets of the Commission of the General Assembly ; their second meeting
(which is for fixing the annual scheme) upon the first Thursday of July, with power
to those members who shall then be present to adjourn ; and their other two general

meetings the first lawful days after the stated meetings of the Commission of the

General Assembly in November and March, within the Assembly Aisle, at twelve

o'clock noon, except that day shall fall to be Saturday, and then the meeting shall be

upon Monday next thereafter, at the said hour; with power to the said committee to

adjourn themselves to such times and places as they shall find most needful and
convenient. And they are to keep a correspondence with the Commission of the

General Assembly, and the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, and their committee, and to take their advice and assistance ; and also to

correspond with the Synods and Presbyteries concerned. They are likewise in-

structed and empowered, as they shall see cause, to apply to the government, or

any magistrate, for assistance and support in carrying on the design of the commis-
sion now given to them. And the General Assembly do grant full power to the

said committee to make such regulations as to the administration of the foresaid

Royal Bounty, as to them may seem most beneficial. And the said committee are

appointed to examine the accounts of the distribution of the Royal Bounty, and to

lay the same before the Lords Commissioners of her Majesty's Treasury, or the Barons

of her Majesty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General

Assembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed, that no person

once employed, and inserted in the scheme, shall be struck out thereof for that year,

but by a quorum of at least fourteen, whereof nine to be ministers ; and in case any
complaint shall be made against any of those on the scheme, it shall not be deter-

mined the first ordinary meeting that the same is offered, but it shall lie on the

table till another meeting; and, in the mean time, the person complained of, and the

Presbytery of the bounds wherein he officiates, shall be acquainted with such com-
plaint, and those concerned be required to send to the said committee a just account

of the matter against the next meeting. And it is further appointed. That after

the yearly scheme of missionaries on the Royal Bounty is settled in the manner
above directed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Presbyteries concerned,

such Presbyteries shall send up to the said committee their answers to these letters,

at farthest with their commissioners to the General Assembly, if the same be not

done sooner; and that the conmiittee, at their first meeting after the General As-

sembly, shall endeavour to complete the next year's scheme themselves, and if they

cannot complete it, they shall name a sub-committee of their number for that pur-

pose, who are to lay their draught thereof before a subsequent meeting, wliich

is appointed to meet as soon after the rising of the Assembly as possible : And
empower the committee, at their first meeting, to reject any petition for a new
station, in case they shall find sufficient objections against it : And that the said com-
mittee, in making up the scheme of missionaries, &c., do not exceed the sum in the

grant.
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YII.

Sess, 2, May 20, 1842.

—

Act on the Conversion of the Jews.

The General Assembly having heard the report of the Committee for promoting

Christianity among the Jews, approve of the same, and appoint the following mini-

sters and ciders, viz., the ministers of the Presbyteries of Edinburgh and Glasgow,

&c. ; to be a committee, of which Dr Keith shall be convener, with all the powers

conferred by former Acts of Assembly, a])poiniing committees for the same object;

and, in particular, with full power to appoint an acting sub-committee in Edinburgh,

and corresponding and co-operating sulj-committees in other places, as well as to no-

minate missionaries and agents, and take all other needful steps for forwarding this

work, in those stations which shall appear to be most promising: Further, The Ge-

neral Assembly having considered the recommendation of the Committee relative to

the Establishment of an Institution or Mission for the Conversion of the Jews in

London, together with the a[)plication to that effect, of certain ministers and elders

connected with this Churcli and resident there, reported to the Assembly by the

committee, do hereby request and authorise the said ministers and elders, together

with such others in communion with this Church as they may associate with them-

selves, to act as a committee on behalf of this Church, and in subordination to

'

the acting committee before referred to, for the purpose of collecting funds, as well as

of managing and superintending such missionary operations among the Jews in Lon-

don, as it may be found desirable to institute, with instructions to the said committee

in London to avail themselves as far as possible of the concurrence and co-operation

of the Christians of other denominations, who may be willing to give their aid in this

good work of the Lord. And the General Assembly, with reference to that part of

the report of the committee, which brings before them the case of Mr Allan, and

that of Mr Wingate, being sensible, as well of the urgency of the call for additional

labourers among the Jews, as of the high qualifications of these two candidates for

the office, and the peculiar circumstances in which they have been placed, approve

of the arrangements adopted and contcm})lated by the committee ; and, in particular,

as to Mr Allan, the Assembly agree to dispense with one session of his attendance

on Divinity and Church History, he having pursued his studies during the past year

under Dr Duncan's superintendence at Pcsth, and having submitted all his discourses

to the Professor of Theology in Glasgow, under whom he formerly studied ; and they

authorise the Presbytery of Glasgow, or any other Presbytery of this Church, with-

out waiting for the usual sanction of the Synod, to take Mr Allan on trial for licence,

and thereafter, on his being licensed as a probationer, to proceed with his ordination

as a missionary to the Jews, according to the laws of the Church ; while, again, as to

Mr Wingiitc, the General Assembly, dispensing, in his case, with the usual prelimi-

nary of licensing him as a probationer to ])rcach the Gospel, which is indispensable

to his being eliitible to a charge in this country, and with a view exclusively to his

appointment as a missionary to the Jews, authorise the Presbytery of Edinburgh, or

any other Presbytery of this Church, to take trial of his gifts and qualifications in

the usual manner, after his completion of the next session of college, being the second

session of his attendance on the Professor of Theology ; and thereafter, on being satis-

lied, to ordain him to the office of the ministry as a missionary to the Jews as afore-

said ; it being expressly understood and hereby provided, that he shall not, in respect

of such ordination, be considered eligible for a charge in Scotland, until he shall have

completed the currmthan prescribed by the laws of this Church, as essential to the

receiving of a licence as a probationer as aforesaid. And the Assembly renews its

recommendation to the ministers of the Church to rcineinbcr the cause of God's ancient

people in the services of the sanctuary.
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VII r.

Sess. 3, May 21, 1842.

—

Standing Order as to Dissents.

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, appoint, that no dissents against any
deliverance of the Assembly shall be given in until the matter in which it is pro-
nounced shall, for that sederunt, be disposed of, the minutes completed and adjusted,
and the House ready to proceed to other business ; before doino- which, it shall be
intimated by the Moderator, that dissents from any deliverance in the course of the
proceeding then brought to a close may now be tendered, and that the clerks shall
not receive or record any dissents before such intimation shall have been made.

IX.

Sess. 4, May 21, 1842.

—

Act rescinding the Act, 1799, anent Ministerial Communimi.

The General Assembly, having considered the Overture for rescinding the 5th
Act of the General Assembly, 1799, did, and hereby do, rescind that part of the 5th
Act of the Assembly of 1799, which discharges and prohibits, under pain of such
censures as the judicatories of the Church may see cause to inflict, all the ministers
of the Church, and the ministers of all Chapels of Ease connected therewith, from
employing to preach, upon any occasion, or to dispense any of the other ordinances
of the Gospel, within any congregation under the jurisdiction of this Church, persons
who are not qualified, according to the laws of the Church, to accept of a presenta-
tion, and from holding ministerial communion in any other manner with such per-

sons ; while, at the same time, the Assembly enjoins upon all ministers of this Church
to guard against holding ministerial communion with men who are not duly ordained
and sound in the faith.

X.

Sess. 5, May 23, 1842.

—

Act anent the Election of Elders.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Committee for classing Returns to

Overtures, having found that the Overture anent the Eldership has received the appro-

bation of a majority of the Presbyteries of the Church, did, and hereby do, enact

the said Overture into a Standing Law of the Church, as follows :—

1. That when a kirk-session shall have resolved upon an addition to the number of
elders in the same, the minister shall publicly intimate from the pulpit, after divine

service on the Lord's Day, that an appointment of additional elders has been resolved

upon, and shall also intimate the number which is to be added ; and he shall certify

the whole male communicants of the congregation, that, on the third Lord's Day
thereafter, they shall give in lists of such members of the congregation, being com-
municants and of full age, as they would choose for the office of the eldership, the num-
ber of names in each list being required to be as near as may be one-half more than the

number of elders proposed, as, for instance, six when four elders are to be appointed
;

the session being at liberty, if they see fit, to suggest the names of such persons as

they may deem meet for the office, for the consideration of the communicants ; and

the minister shall repeat the intimation on the two following Lord's Days, giving such

exhortation as he shall deem necessary.

2. That on the Lord's Day fixed for giving in the lists aforesaid, the said male com-
municants shall respectively give to the elder or elders of the congregation appointed

to receive them their said lists, which shall be signed by the parties lodging them,

and shall have been scaled up by them before being given in.

3. That if the number of elders proposed to be appointed be not an even number,

that to be contained in the lists shall be equal to it and one-half of the next imme-
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diate larger number, as, for instance, if the elders proposed to be appointed shall be
five, the names to be given in shall be eight in each list.

4. That on the following Monday, the session shall meet in the Church with open
doors, so that all members of the congregation who choose to attend may be present,

and shall tlien and there open the sealed lists, and the names in each list shall be read

aloud and recorded, with the number of votes given for each, and those having most
votes, to the number required to be contained in the lists, shall be taken as the parties

chosen, from among whom the elders are to be appointed.

5. That the session shall thereupon select, from among the parties chosen as afore-

said, the number resolved to be added to the session ; being, however, always entitled,

according to the lavi's of the Church, to judge of the qualitications and fitness for the

office of the parties so chosen, and to reject such as they shall judge to be unqualified;

and being also entitled, if they shall see cause, in the particular circumstances of any
special case, to appoint to be elders the whole of the parties so chosen.

6. That when the parties so chosen and appointed shall have declared their will-

ingness to accept the office of elder, their edict shall be served, and the other steps

followed out towards their ordination, agreeably to the forms now in use, and accord-

ing to the laws of the (Jhurch.

7. That in parishes which, by the intervention of lochs, ridges of hills, or the like,

are separated into totally distinct districts ; or when, from other circumstances, a di-

vision is considered necessary and proper, the session may, with consent and authority

of the Presbytery, divide the parish into districts, and require a certain number of

elders to be appointed for each district ; and the choosing of the elders of each dis-

trict shall be by the male communicants residing in each district respectively, in the

game manner as is herein before provided as to parishes.

The General Assembly appoint a copy of this Act to be transmitted to every kirk-

session within the bounds of the Church, and direct the kirk-sessions to insert the

same in their respective records ; enjoin Presbyteries at their visitation of the session-

books, to see that this direction has been complied with ; and farther, to take order,

either at their parochial visitations, or on a])plication of members of congregations,

that, so far as the means exist for it, an adequate number of elders be established in

every congregation ; and farther, appoint all ministers and session-clerks to make a

return of the names of the elders in their several sessions, with the dates of their ordi-

nation, or of their admission, (if previously ordained,) and their usual places of resi-

dence ; and for facilitating the making of these returns, appoint the following com-
mittee to prepare and transmit schedules, to be filled up and re-transmitted to the

committee before the first day of April ne.xt to come, and to report to the ne.xt Ge-
neral Assembly the results, pointing out also the alteration in regard to the number
of elders in the respective sessions, as compared with the corresponding returns ob-

tained in 1828, viz., Rev. James Buchanan, Thomas Guthrie, R. Jameson, J. Adam-
son, W. Bruce Cunningham, James Balfour, Esq., VV. Brown, Esq., Carlyle Bell,

Esq., Captain Ramsay, John Tail, Esq., James Bonar, Esq., Macduff Rhind, Esq.,

James Crawford, jun., Esq., and Alexander Dunlop, Esq.—Mr Dunlop to be con-

vener.

XI.

Sess. 5, May 23, 1842.— Overture anent Attendance on the Latin Class.

(Re-transmitted.)

xn.

Sess. 6, 3Iaj/ 23, 1842.

—

Resolution as to Patronage.

The General Assembly, having considered the Overtures and Petitions anent

Patronage, did, and hereby do, resolve and declare, That patronage is a grievance,
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has been attended with much injury to the cause of true religion in this Church and
kingdom, is the main cause of the ditficuities in which the Church is at present in-

volved, and that it ought to be abolished ; and appoint the following committee to

prepare petitions to the two Houses of Parliament, and an address to the Queen, on
the subject, viz—The Moderator, Dr Gordon, Dr Makellar, Dr Dewar, Dr
Buchanan, Mr Cunningham, Dr Candlish, Mr Buchanan, Mr Gray, (Perth,) Mr
Bachan, Mr Makgill Crichton, Mr Earle Monteith, Mr Dunlop, JNIr Bridges ;—Mr
Cunningham to be convener.

XIII.

Sess. 7, May 24, 1842.

—

Act on India Missions.

The General Assembly, having heard the Report of the Committee for Propagat-

ing the Gospel in Foreign Parts, approve thereof, and authorise the same to be

printed and circulated ; and the General Assembly requested the Moderator to pre-

sent to Dr Brunton, and through him to the committee, the grateful thanks of this

Assembly, for their intelligent, zealous, and devoted labours in the conduct of the

important missionary scheme committed to their care ; re-appoint the committee,

with former powers and instructions, and enjoin them to continue their best exertions

to procure additional funds for the promotion of this cause, which is again earnestly

recommended to the support of the Presbyteries and ministers, and of all the mem-
bers of the Church, and of all Christians, whether at home or abroad, who take an

interest in the extension of Gospel truth among the heathen.

XIV.

Sess. 16, Mai/ 28, 1842.

—

Actfor Parochial Collections throughout the Church.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland appoint the following days for

general collections throughout all the churches within their bounds, vi^,. :— (1.) The
third Sabbath of June tor relief of the Labouring Classes in Distress; (2.) The
fourth Sabbath of August for the Scheme for Conversion of the Jews

; (3.) The
fourth Sabbath of October for Education

; (4.) The fourth Sabbath of December for

Foreign Missions; (5.) The fourth Sabbath of February for the Home Mission

—

the collection for Colonial Churches for the current year having already taken place
;—and they appoint the collections for the next year to commence in the ordinary-

order of rotation, with the Scheme for Conversion of the Jews on the fourth Sabbath of

April ;
provided always, that whenever the celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord's

Supper happens to fail on any of the said Sabbaths, the collection shall be made on the

Sabbath immediately preceding. And the Assembly appoint every minister, on the

Sabbath preceding that on which each collection is to be made, to give due intimation

thereof firom the pulpit, accompanied witli such information on the object of the collection

as he may deem fitting. The General Assembly, while rejoicing at the increased fruits

of the Christian zeal of the people of this Church, during a year of peculiar depression

and distress, would earnestly urge on them the duty of still farther augmenting the

means provided by them for promoting the cause of the Redeemer, so inadequate to

the extent of the field daily opening up to the operations of the Church, and so far

within what might be expected from the gratitude and love due to a crucified Sa-

viour. They would, particularly, press upon all ministers of the Church, the duty in-

cumbent on them, of at least affording to their parishioners an opportunity of contri-

buting' towards the spread of the Gospel of Christ. The General Assembly hail

with the highest gratification the information they have received of the increased

number of Parochial Associations for Raising Funds in support of the Schemes of the

Church, and renew their earnest recommendation to institute such associations where
these have not already been established ; and they would specially press on the
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members of these associations the great importance of accompanying all their cffiirts

with frequent meetings for prayer and supplication, in especial connection with the

objects in support of which they are associated. Farther, the General Assembly en-

ioin all the Presbyteries of the Church to hold a yearly meeting, of which due inti-

mation shall be given in all the parish churches within its bounds, and which the

public shall be invited to attend ; in order to afford to every minister ofthe Presbytery

an opportunity of stating what has been done within his parish in furtherance of the

said objects, and to give to the persons present, by means of addresses by one or two

of the members specially appointed for that purpose, such information as to the pro-

gress of Christianity at home and abroad, as may be best calculated to arouse the be-

nevolence of the Christian public, and to maintain their interest in the prosperity of

the said objects. And, particularly, the General Assembly appoint the several Pres-

byteries to require an account of the diligence of all the ministers within their bounds

in this matter, and to record the report of every minister in their Presbytery-books

;

and likewise ordain the several Synods to take a particular account of the diligence

of their respective Presbyteries, and to record it in their Synod-books. And the As-

sembly earnestly urge on their faithful people seriously to consider the duty of con-

tributing liberally towards the advancement of Christ's cause, according to the ability

wherewith God has blessed them.

The General Assembly appoint the minister of every parish within the bounds of

this Church to read this Act from the pulpit, on the second Sabbath of June next

to come, or where there is no service on that day, or where it is the Communion
Sabbath, on the first Sabbath thereafter.

XV.

Sess. 17, 3Iai/ 30, 1842.— Orde)- as to the Titles of New Churches.

The General Assembly, finding there is a general misapprehension on the subject,

did, and hereby do, direct, that the drafts of the titles of the new churches lodged,

or to be produced by the respective parties, be remitted to the revising committee on

the constitutions of new churches, that they may be satisfied that they are framed in

terms of the constitutions ; and instruct the Agent of the Church to give out extracts

of the constitutions to the parties, only on the production of a certificate from the

committee, to the effect that the feudal titles are framed, or sufficient security given

that the titles shall be framed, in terms of the constitutions ; and such committee

shall, for that purpose, have access to the constitutions and relative papers before ex-

tract. And the substance of this order shall be communicated by the revising com-

mittee to all parlies bringing up constitutions to the General Assembly.

XVL

Sess. 17, May 30, 1842 Act Amendiiui the First Article of the Standing Orders

passed in the year 1838.

The General Assembly, on the Report ofthe Revising Committee for New Churches,

did, and hereby do, amend the fiist article of the standing orders passed in 1838,

and enact, that instead of the words " alongst with the feudal titles of the site, or drafts

thereof," there be substituted the words " alongst with the drafts of the feudal titles

of the church and ground."

XVIL

Sess, 17, May 30, 1842.— Overture and Interim Act, with Regulations for carrying

into effect the Act of Assemhly, May 29, 1835, on the Calling of Ministers.

The General Assembly agree, without a vote, to authorise the omission of the
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words " sustain the call and," in the sixth section of the second head ; also un-
animously agree to omit those portions of the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth
sections, which relate to special objections ; and, with these amendments, re-transmit

the following Overture and Regulations to Presbyteries for their consideration ; and,
in the mean time, convert them into an Interim Act.

Whereas the General Assembly have declared, &c.

XVIU.

Sess. 17, Mai/ 30, 1842.—Act on Home Missions.

The General Assembly, upon the recommendation of their Committee on the

Home Missionary objects of the Church, did, and hereby do, appoint the following

committee, to be called the Home Mission Committee, of which Dr Makellar is to be
convener ; the Moderator, &c. ; which General Committee is hereby empowered to

take charge of the objects formerly carried on by separate Committees appointed by
this Church, called—the Church Extension Committee—the Committee for Aiding
Congregations already Established—the Committee for the Employment of Proba-
tioners—and the Committee for the Encouragement of Young Men to the Office of

the Ministry ; and the Assembly empower this General Committee, annually, at its

first meeting after the rising of the Assembly, to appoint four separate standing com-
mittees, one for each of the special objects above mentioned, the conveners whereof
to be Dr Simpson, for Church Extension ; Dr Candlish, for Aiding Congregations ;

Dr Clason, for the Employment of Probationers ; and Mr C. J. Brown, for the En-
couragement of Young Men ; and the General Committee is hereby appointed, from
time to time, to allocate to each separate Standing Committee, out of the general fund
which may be contributed to this Scheme, such sum as they may deem proper for the

object under its charge ; and they shall, at the same time, receive such special contri-

butions for each of the objects as any parties may appropriate thereto, applying the

same according to the specific destination of the donor. Farther, the Assembly direct

that, in the mean time, the expenditure in the erection of the new fabrics shall be

limited to the produce of the supplementary fund, and, so far as regards the general

fund, to meeting the subsisting engagements thereon ; but that the Standing Com-
mittee in charge of this branch of the Scheme shall direct their attention to obtain-

ing the removal of the obstacles to the erection of the quoad sacra parishes into

parishes quoad civilia, using all prudent means for obtaining endowments to the mini-

sters of these churches, and opening up communications with the heritors of the

various parishes, with a view to the attainment of the improvements and benefits

pointed out in the report of the sub-committee, given in to the Assembly of 1836 by
the Marquis of Tweeddale. The Assembly also instruct the Standing Committee for

Aiding Congregations to turn their attention to those cases where, from peculiar cir-

cumstances, sufficient or secure provision cannot be obtained, and must be guided in

their conduct by the relative conditions of the respective congregations ; with re-

ference to the Committee for the Employment of Probationers, the Committee are

appointed to apply the fund allocated to the object under their charge, either in

adding to the provision made locally for missionaries in particular parishes or districts,

according to the rules hitherto acted on by the former committee, provided always,

the missionary to be employed be examined and approved of by the committee, or

in the employment of missionaries after the manner of the missionaries on the Royal

Bounty ; and in regard to the encouragement of young men for the ministry, the

attention of the committee in charge of that object shall be very much directed to

seeking out and encouraging those having the Gaelic language, and the committee

shall bestow particular attention in framing a system of regulations for conducting the

object entrusted to them, in such a way as to secure all the advantages and avoid the

evils incident to a scheme of this nature.

7 D
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XIX.

Sess. 17, Mo)/ 30, 1842.— Claim, Declaration, and Protest, anent the Encroachments of
the Court of Session*

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, taking into consideration the

solemn circumstances in which, in the inscrutable providence of God, this Church is

now placed ; and that, notwithstanding the securities for the government thereof by

General Assemblies, Synods, Presbyteries, and Kirk-Sessions, and for the liberties,

government, jurisdiction, discipHne, rights, and privileges of the same, provided by

the statutes of the realm, by the constitution of this country, as unalterably settled by

the Treaty of Union, and by the oath " inviolably to maintain and preserve" the same,

required to be taken by each Sovereign at accession, as a condition precedent to the

exercise of the royal authority ; which securities might well seem, and had long been

thought to place the said liberties, government, jurisdiction, discipline, rights, and

privileges of this Church beyond the reach of danger or invasion ;—these have been of

late assailed by the very Court to which the Church was authorised to look for assist-

ance and protection, to an extent that threatens their entire subversion, with all the

grievous calamities to this Church and nation which would inevitably flow there-

from ;—did, and hereby do, solemnly, and in reliance on the grace and power of the

Most High, resolve and agree on the following Claim, Declaration, and Protest : that

is to say :

—

Whereas, it is an essential doctrine of this Church, and a fundamental principle in

• The following is the notice of the discussion in the House on the adoption of this Declaration and

Claim :

—

Tuesday, May 24, 1842. Sess. 7.

The General Assembly called for the Overture for a Declaration against the unconstitutional encroach,

ments of the Civil Courts, which "as read. It was moved and seconded, that the General Assembly ap-

prove of the tenor of the Declaration and Claim proposed in the said Overture, and declare in general in

terms thereof ; and remit to a committee to report to the House any verbal emendations or alterations

that may appear necessary to render it fit to be given forth as the declaration of this House. It was also

moved and seconded, that the General Assembly, having seriously considered the present state of the

Church, has, with the view and in the earnest desire of restoring its tranquillity, adopted the following

resolutions :

—

1. That as the Act on Calls, commonly denominated the Veto Act, infringes on civil and patrimonial

rights, with which, as the Church has often declared, it is not competent for its judicatories to intermed-

dle, the said Act is hereby declared to be null and void, and the penal judicial procedure in the Church

Courts, which has been founded on it, or occasioned by it, is cancelled or set aside.

2. That whilst the members of this Church believe and maintain that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head
of the Church ; that there is a spiritual government committed by him to the ofiBce-bearers of the Church,

independent of the civil power, and that the intrusion of unqualified or unsuitable ministers is decidedly at

variance with the principles of this Church—the application of these doctrines to particular points and

cases may occasion conscientious diversity of opinion, such diversity, however, affording no ground for

those who may so differ separating from each other, or not continuing members of the same Ecclesiastical

Body.

3. That such being the ease, it is of unspeakable moment to the welfare of the Church and the best

interests of religion, that the agitation which has of late prevailed, distracting the minds of men, and

fatal to the prevalence and power of vital godliness, should cease, and that ministers should devote them-

selves chioHy to the regular and assiduous discharge of their pastoral and parochial duties.

4. That tlie law of the Church, as recognised and sanctioned by the law of the State, being, that, in the

case of a vac:incy in a parish, the members of the congregation in full communion with the Church, may
state objections of whatever kind to a presentee ; that the Church Courts can judicata and decide on these

objections, and can determine whether, under all the circumstances of each case, these circumstances be-

ing minutely stated in the record, the presentee should, according to their solemn conviction of duty, and

on their moral and religious responsibility, be inducted ; there exists at present great security against the

settlement of unqualified and unsuitable minsters, whilst ample opportunities are afforded to the office-

bearers of the Church, as members of the different ecclesiastical judicatories, to propose, in a legal and

constitutional manner, any measures which may appear to them calculated to increase that security.

Tuesday, May 24, 1842. Sess. 8.

The General Assembly resumed the consideration of the Overture for a declaration against the uncon-

stitutional encroachments of the Civil Courts ; and, after long reasoning, the vote was taken on the two

moticn? moved at the former diet, when it carried first motion by a majority of 241 to 111. AVhereupon

the Asiembly found in terms of the first motion. From which finding Dr Cook dissented in his own name,

and in name of all who might auhere to him ; to which dissent adhered Dr Haldane and several others.

The Assembly appointeJ a committee to revise the Declaration and Claim.
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its constitution, as set forth in the Confession of Faith thereof, in accoi(hiiice witii

the Word and Law of the most holy God, that " there is no other Head of the Church f'- «^'«>

but the Lord Jesus Christ;" and that, while " God, the supreme Lord and King of ^i.",..".

all the world, hath ordained civil magistrates to be, under him, over the people, for
''

his own glory, and the public good, and to this end hath armed tlicui with the power
of the sword ;" and while " it is the duty of people to pray for magistrates, to honour ch. 23, ..ct.

their persons, to pay them tribute and other dues, to obey "their lawYul commands, and''
to be subject to their authority for conscience sake," " from which ecclesiastical persons
are not exempted ;" and while the magistrate hath authority, and it is his duty, in
the exercise of that power, which alone is committed to him,' namely, " the power of
the sword," or civil rule, as distinct from the " power of the keys," or spiritual autho-
rity, expressly denied to him, to take order for the preservation of purity, peace, and
unity in the Church, yet "the Lord Jesus, as King and Head of his Church, hath ch.3o,«ci.

therein appointed a government in the hand of Church officers distinct from the civil
''

magistrate ;" which government is ministerial, not lordly, and to be exercised in con-
sonance with the laws of Christ, and with the liberties of his people :

And whereas, according to the said Confession, and to the other Standards of the

Church, and agreeably to the Word of God, this government of the Church, thus

appointed by the Lord Jesus, in the hand of Church officers, distinct from the civil

magistrate or supreme power of the State, and flowing directly from the Head of the

Church to the office-bearers thereof, to the exclusion of the civil magistrate, compre-
hends, as the objects of it, the preaching of the Word, administration of the sacra-

ments, correction of manners, the admission of the office-bearers of the Church to

J
their offices, their suspension and deprivation therefrom, the infliction and removal of

i Church censures, and, generally, the whole "power of the keys," which, by the said ch. 3.1,,„t.

Confession, is declared, in conformity with Scripture, to have been " committed" to
''

Church officers, and which, as well as the preaching of the Word and the admini-
stration of the sacraments, it is likewise thereby declared, that " the civil magistrate ':'> "' >««

may not assume to himself:"

And whereas this jurisdiction and government, since it regards only spiritual con-

) dition, rights, and privileges, doth not interfere with the jurisdiction of secular tri-

bunals, whose determinations as to all temporalities conferred by tlie State upon the

Church, and as to all civil consequences attached by law to the decisions of Church
Courts in matters spiritual, this Church hath ever admitted, find doth admit, to

be exclusive and ultimate, as she hath ever given and inculcated implicit obedience

thereto :

And whereas the above mentioned essential doctrine and fundamental principle in

the constitution of the Church, and the government and exclusive jurisdiction flow-

ing therefrom, founded on God's Word, and set forth in the Confession of Faith and
other Standards of this Church, have been, by divers and repeated Acts of Parlia-

ment, recognised, ratified, and confirmed—inasmuch as,

—

First, The said Confession itself, containing the doctrine and principles above set forth,

was " ratified and established, and voted and approven as the public and avowed Con-
fession of this Church," by the fifth Act of the second Session of the first Parliament of

King William and Queen Mary, entitled, "Act ratifying the Confession of Faith, andicM.i.5.

settling Presbyterian Church government ;"—to which Act the said Confession is amiexed,

and with it incorporated iu the statute law of this kingdom.
Second, By an Act passed in the first Parliament of King James VI., entitled, " Of issr.c. 7.

admission of ministers ; of laic patronages," it is enacted and declared, " That the exami-

nation and admission of ministers within this realm be only in the power of the Kirk, now
openly and publicly professed within the same ;" and, while the " presentation of laic pa-

tronages" was thereby " reserved to the just and ancient patrons," it was provided, that,

if the presentee of a patron should be refused to be admitted by the inferior ecclesiastical

authorities, it should be lawful for the patron " to appeal to the General Assembly of the

whole realm, by whom the cause being decided, shall take end as they decern and declare."

Third, By an Act passed in the same first Parliament, and renewed in the sixth Parlia- ust.c. is.

ment of the said King James VI., entitled, " Anent the jurisdiction of the Kirk," the is's^c^ia'

said Kirk is declared to have jurisdiction " in the preaching of the true Word of Jesus

Christ, correi'tion of manners, and administration of the holy sacraments ;" and it is far-

tlicr declared, " That there be no other jurisdiction ecclesiastical acknowledged witliiu this

I
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realm, other than that which is and shall be Kithin the same Kirk, or thatjlows therefrom, con-

cerning thepremises ;" which Act, and that last before mentioned, were ratified and ap-

!isi,c.99. proven by another Act passed in the year 1581, entitled, " Ratification of the liberty of

the true Kirk of God and religion, with confirmation of the Laws and Acts made to that

effect of before ;" which other Act, and all the separate Acts therein recited, were again
revived, ratified, and confirmed by an Act of the twelfth Parliament of the said King James

is82,c.u6. VI., entitled, " Ratification of the Liberty of the true Kirk," &c. ; which said Act (hav-

ing been repealed in 1662) was revived, renewed, and confirmed by the before mentioned

1690, c. 5. statute of King William and Queen Mary.
Fourth, The said Act of the twelfth Parliament of King James VI. ratified andapprov-

IJ92.C. 116. ed the General Assemblies, Provincial Synods, Presbyteries, and Kirk-Sessions " appoint-

ed by the Kirk," and "the whole jurisdiction and discipline of the same Kirk;" cassed

and annulled "all and whatsoever acts, laws, and statutes, made at any time before the

day and date thereof, against the liberty of the true Kirk, jurisdiction and discipline there-

of, as the same is used and exercised within this realm ;" appointed presentations to bene-

fices to be directed to Presbyteries, " with fuU power to give collation thereupon, and to

put order to all matters and causes ecclesiastical within their bounds, according to the disci-

pline of the Kirk, providing the foresaid Presbyteries be bound and astricted to receive and
admit whatsoever qualified minister, presented by his Majesty or laic patrons ;" (the effect

of which proviso, and of the ^reservation in the Act of the first Parliament of King James
liCT.c.j. VI., above mentioned, is hereinafter more fuUy adverted to;) and farther declared, that

the jurisdiction of the Sovereign and his Courts, as set forth in a previous Act, to extend
1581, c U9. over all persons his subjects, and " in all matters," should " noways be prejudicial nor dero-

gate any thing to the privilege that God has given to the spiritual office-bearers of the Kirk,

concerning heads of religion, matters of heresy, excommunication, collation, or deprivation of
ministers, or any such like essential censures, grounded and having warrant of the Word of

God ;" by which enactment, declaration, and acknowledgment, the State recognised and
established as a fundamental principle of the constitution of the kingdom, that the juris-

diction of the Chnrcli in these matters was "given by God" to the office-bearers thereof,

and was exclusive, and free from coercion by any tribunals holding power or authority

from the State or supreme civil magistrate.

i66s,c. 1. Fifth, The Parliament holden by King Charles II., immediately on his restoration to
iMs.c, 116.

^j^g throne, while it repealed the above recited act of the twelfth Parliament of King James
and other relative acts, at the same time acknowledged the supreme and exclusive nature

of the jurisdiction thereby recognised to be in the Church, describing the said Acts, as

Acts " by which the sole and only power and jurisdiction within this Church doth stand in

the Church, and in the General, Provincial, and Presbytcrial Assemblies and Kirk-Ses-

sions," and as Acts " which may be interpreted to have given any Church power, jurisdic-

tion, or government, to the office-bearers of the Church, their respective meetings, other

than that which acknowledgeth a dependence upon, and subordination to, the sovereign

power of the King, as supreme."

1690, c. i. Sixth, The aforesaid Act of King William and Queen Mary,^—on the narrative that

their Majesties and the Estates of Parliament conceived " it to be their bounden duty, after

the great deliverance that God hath lately wrought for this Church and kingdom, in the

frst place, to settle and secure therein the true Protestant religion, according to the truth

of God's Word, as it hath of a long time been professed within this land ; as also the go-

vernment of Christ's Church witliin this nation, agreeable to the Word of God, and most
conducive to true piety and godliness, and the establishing of peace and tranquillity with-

in this realm,''—besides ratifying and establishing as aforesaid the Confession of Faith,

did also " establish, ratify, and confirm the Presbyterian Church government and disci-

pline ; that is to say, the government of the Church by Kirk- Sessions, Fresbyteries, Proviticial

Synods, and General Assemblies, ratified and established by the 116th Act of James VI.,

Parliament 12, anno 1592, entitled, ' Ratification of the Liberty of the true Kirk,'&c.,

and thereafter received by the general consent of this nation, to be the only government of
Christ's Church within this kingdom ;" and revived and confirmed the said Act of King

159S c 116. James VI.

And whereas, not only was the exclusive and ultimate jurisdiction of the Church
Courts, in the government of the Church, and especially in the particular matters

spiritual and ecclesiastical, above mentioned, recognised, ratified, and confirmed,

—

thus necessarily implying the denial of power on the part of any secular tribunal,

liolding its authority from the Sovereign, to review the sentences of the Churchi

Courts in regard to such matters, or coerce them in the exercise of such jurisdiction ;|
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lut all such power, and all claim on the part of the Sovereign to be considered su-
)reme governor over the subjects of this kingdom of Scotland in causes ecclesiastical
md spiritual, as he is in causes civil and temporal, was, after a long continued struggle,
inally and expressly repudiated and cast out of the constitution of Scotland, as incon-
istent icith the Presbyterian Church government established at the Revolution, and
.hereafter unalterably secured by the Treaty of Union with England ; by the consti-
:ution of which latter kingdom, differing in this respect from that of Scotland, the
Sovereign is recognised to be supreme governor, " as well in all spiritual and eccle-

•iastical things and causes as temporal." Thus :

—

First, The General Assembly having, in the year 1582, proceeded to inflict the censures
of the Church upon Robert Montgomery, minister of Stirling, for seeking to force himself,

I under a presentation from the king, into tlie archbishopric of Glasgow, contrary to an act of
the General Assembly discharging the ofiice of Prelatic bishop in the Church, and for ap-
pealing to the secular tribunals against the infliction of Church censures by the Church
courts, and seeking to have these suspended and interdicted,—and having deposed and
excommunicated him, notwithstanding of an interdict pronounced by the Privy Council of
Scotland, the then supreme secular court of the kingdom,—and having at the same time
declared it to be part of the subsisting discipline of the Church, that any ministers thereof
who " should seek any way by the civil power to exempt and withdraw themselves from the

I jurisdiction of the Kirk, or procure, obtain, or use any letters or charges, &c., to impair,

hurt, or stay the said jurisdiction, discipline, &c., or to make any appellation from the Ge-
neral Assembly to stop the discipline or order of the ecclesiastical policy or jurisdiction

granted by God's Word to the ofiice-bearers within the said Kirk," were liable to the
highest censures of the Church ;—although their sentence of excommunication was declared
by one of the acts of Parliament of the year 1584, commonly called the " Black Acts,"
to be void, yet ultimately the king and privy council abandoned their interference, Mont- '^s^' = '

gomery submitted to the Church courts, and the statute of the twelfth Parliament of King
James VI., already mentioned, cassed and annulled " all and whatsoever acts, laws, and
statutes made at any time before the day and date thereof, against the liberty of the true

Kirk, jurisdiction and discipline thereof, as the same is used and exercised within this realm ;"

since which enactment, no similar interference with the discipline and censures of the
Church was ever attempted till the year IS-ll.

Second, It having been declared by another of the " Black Acts" aforesaid, entitled,

i
" An act confirming the king's majesty's royal power over all the estates and subjects '"•'•'

i within this realm," that " his highness, his heirs and successors, by themselves and their

» councils, are, and in time to come shall be, judges competent to aU persons his highness'

( subjects, of whatsoever estate, degree, function, or condition that ever they be of, spiritual

1 or temporal, in all matters wherein they or any of them shall be apprehended, summoned,
; or charged to answer to such things as shall be inquired of them by our sovereign lord and
I his council," it was, by the said before mentioned act of the twelfth Parliament of King
James VI., declared that the said act last above mentioned " shall noways be prejudicial, issu.c-

1

nor derogate any thing to the privilege that God has given to the spiritual office-bearers

of the Kirk, concerning heads of religion, matters of heresy, excommunication, collation

or deprivation of ministers, or any such like essential censures, specially grounded and
i having warrant of the Word of God."
' Third, It having been enacted, on the establishment of Prelacy in 1612, that every mi- is'^. ='

i nister, at his admission, should swear obedience to the Sovereign, as " the only lawful su-

1 preme governor of this realm, as well in matters spiritual and ecclesiastical as in things

i temporal," the enactment to this eftect was repealed on the restoration of Presb3i;erian

I Church government. leio.c.

;

I Fourth, A like acknowledgment, that the Sovereign was " the only supreme governor
I of this kingdom, over all persons, and in all causes," having been, on the second esta-

I blishment of Prelacy consequent on the restoration of King Charles II., required as part iftei.c. i

) of the ordinary oath of allegiance, and having been also inserted into the " Test Oath," so
'°*''''

tyrannically attempted to be forced on the subjects of this realm during the reigus of

Charles II. and James II., and the same doctrine of the king's supremacy in all causes,

spiritual and ecclesiastical, as well as temporal and civil, having farther been separately

and specially declared by the first act of the second Parliament of the said King Charles II.,

(166!),) entitled, "Act asserting his majesty's supremacy over all persons and in all
"•'^'''

causes ecclesiastical," whereby it was " enacted, asserted, and declared, that his maje.^^ty

hath the supreme authority and supremacy over all person?, and in all causes ecclesiastical,
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E.tate., 1C99, within this kiDgdom,"— the Estates of this kingdom, at the era of the Revolution, did set
'• '* forth, as the second article of the " Grievances" of which they demanded redress under

their" Claim of Right," " That the first act of Parliament, 1669, is inconsistent with

the establishment of Church government now desired, and ought to be abrogated."

Fifth, In compliance with this claim, an act was immediately thereafter passed, of which
1690, c.i.

^jjg tenor follows : " Our sovereign lord and lady, the king and queen's majesties, taking

into their consideration, that by the second article of the Grievances presented to their

majesties by tlie estates of this kingdom, it is declared, that the first act of the second

Parliament of King Charles the Second, entitled, ' Act asserting his majesty's supremacy

over all persons and in all causes ecclesiastical,' is inconsistent with the establishment of

the church government now desired, and ought to be abrogate : Therefore, their majesties,

with advice and consent of the estates of Parliament, do hereby abrogate, rescind, and an-

iiul the foresaid act, and declares the same in the whole heads, articles, and clauses thereof,

to be of no force or effect in all time coming." In accordance also therewith, the oath of

allegiance above mentioned, requiring an acknowledgment of the king's sovereignty " in

all causes," was done away, and that substituted which is now in use, simply requiring a

promise to be " faithful, and bear true allegiance" to the sovereign; and all preceding

I089.C. 2. l^'^'s and acts of Parliament were rescinded, " in so far as they impose any other oaths of

allegiance and supremacy, declarations and tests, excepting the oaX\\ de fidcli." By the

which enactments, any claim on the part of the Sovereigns of Scotland to be supreme

rulers in spiritual and ecclesiastical, as well as in temporal and civil causes, or to possess

any power, by themselves or their judges holding commission from them, to exercise ju-

risdiction in matters or causes, spiritual and ecclesiastical, was repudiated and excluded

from the constitution, as inconsistent with the Presbyterian Church government then

established, and secured under the statutes then and subsequently passed, " to continue,

i;o«,c.6. without any alteration, to the people of this land, in all succeeding generations."

And whereas divers civil rights and privileges were, by various statutes of the Par- •

liament of Scotland, prior to the Union with England, secured to this Church, and :

certain civil consequences attached to the sentences of the courts thereof, which i

were farther directed to be aided and made effectual by all magistrates, judges, and !

officers of the law ; and in particular :

—

iMj.c.iiT. It was, by an act of the twelfth' Parliament of King James VI., enacted, " That all and
whatsoever sentences of deprivation, either pronounced already, or that happens to be pro-

nounced hereafter by any Presbytery, Synodal or General Assemblies, against any parson

or vicar within their jurisdiction, provided since his Highness* coronation, is, and .shall be

repute in all judgments, a just cause to seclude the person before provided, and tlien de-

prived, from all profits, commodities, rents, and duties of the said parsonage and vicarage,

or benefice of cure ; and that, cither by way of action, exception, or reply ; and that the

said sentence of deprivation shall be a sufficient cause to make the said benefice to vaike

thereby:"

1690, c. 5. As also, by the fifth act of the first Parliament of King William and Queen Mary, it

was enacted, " That whatsoever minister, being convened before the said general meeting,

and representatives of the Presbyterian ministers or elders, or the visitors to be appointed

by them, shall either prove contumacious for not appearing, or be found guilty, and shall

be therefor censured, whether by suspension or deposition, they shall, ipso facto, be sus-

pended from, or deprived of their stipends and benefices :"

1693, c.OT. As also, by an act passed in the fourth session of the first Parliament of King William

and Queen Mary, entitled, an "Act for settling the peace and quiet of the Church," it

was provided, that no minister should bo admitted, unless he owned the Presbyterian

Church government, as settled by the last recited act, " to be the only government of this

Church ;" "and that he wiU submit thereto, and concur therewith, and never endeavour,

directly or indirectly, the prejudice or subversion thereof;" and it was statute or ordained,
" that the Lords of their Majesties' Privy Council, and all other magistrates, judges, and

officers of justice, give all due assistance for making the sentences and censures of the

Church, and judicatories thereof, to be obeyed, or otherwise effectual, as accords :"

16'j'., t. 22. As also, by an act passed in the fifth session of the foresaid Parliament, entitled, an
" Act against intruding into Churches without a legal call and admission thereto," on the

narrative, " that ministers and preachers, their intruding themselves into vacant churches,

possessing of manses and benefices, and exercising any part of the ministerial function in

parishes, without a legal call and admission to the said churches, is an high contempt of

the law, and of a dangerous consequence, tending to perpetual schism;" such intrusion,

without an orderly call from the heritors and elders—the right of presentation by patrons

I
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eing at this time abolished,—and " legal admission from the Presbytery," was prohi-
ited under certain penalties ; and the Lords of the Privy Council were recommended to
amove all who had so intruded, and " to take some effectual course for stopping and hin-
ering those ministers who are, or shall be hereafter deposed by the judicatories of the
resent Established Church, from preaching or exercising any act of their ministerial
tmction, which" (the said statute declares) " they cannot do after they are deposed, without
, high contempt of the authority of the Church, and of the laws of the kingdom establishing
he same."

And whereas, at the Union between the two kingdoms, the Parliament of Scot-
and, being determined that the " true Protestant religion," as then professed, " with
he worship, discipline, and government of this Church, should be eft'ectually and
malterablj secured," did, in their Act appointing commissioners to treat with cora-
nissioners from the Parliament of England, as to an union of the kingdoms, provide ''«.'•<•

' That the said commissioners shall not treat of or concerning any alteration of the
3rorship, discipline, and government of the Church of this kingdom, as now by law
3stablished ;" and did, by another Act, commonly called the Act of Security, and en-
itled, " Act for securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Govern- '""t-s

ment," " establish and confirm the said true Protestant religion, and the worship, dis-

' :2ipline, and government of this Church, to continue without any alteration to the
I people of this land in all succeeding generations ;" and did " for ever confirm the 5th
Act of the first Parliament of King William and Queen Mary," entitled, " Act ra- ic9o,e.i.

tifying the Confession of Faith, and settling Presbyterian Church Government, and
the whole other Acts of Parliament relating thereto ;" and did " expressly provide and
declare. That the foresaid true Protestant religion, contained in the above mentioned

I Confession of Faith, with the form and purity of worship presently in use within this

Church, and its Presbyterian Church government and discipline ; that is to say, the
government of the Church by Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and
General Assemblies, all established by the foresaid Acts of Parliament, pursuant to

the Claim of Right, shall remain and continue unalterable : and that the said Pres-
byterian government shall be the only government of the Church within the king-
dom of Scotland :" And farther, " for the greater security of the same," did, inter

alia, enact, " That, after the decease of her present Majesty, the Sovereign succeeding
to her in the Royal Government of the Kingdom of Great Britain shall, in all time
coming, at his or her accession to the Crown, swear and subscribe, that they shall

inviolably maintain and preser\'e the foresaid settlement of the true Protestant re-

ligion, with the government, worship, discipline, right, and privileges of this Church,
as above established by the laws of this kingdom, in prosecution of the Claim of

Right ;" which said Act of Security, " with the establishment therein contained," it

was specially thereby enacted, " should be held and observed in all time coming, as

a fundamental and essential condition of any treaty or union to be concluded be-

twixt the two kingdoms, without any alteration thereof, or derogation thereto, m any
tort, for ever:'' It being farther thereby provided, that " the said Act and settlement

therein contained shall be insert and repeated in any Act of Parliament that shall

pass, for agreeing and concluding the foresaid treaty or union betwixt the two king-

doms ; and that the same shall be therein expressly declared to be a fundamental

and essential condition of the said treaty or union in all time coming." In terms of

which enactment, this Act of Security was inserted in the Treaty of Union between i;o6. c.?.

the two kingdoms, as a fundamental condition thereof, and was also inserted in the

Act of the Parliament of Scotland ratifying and approving of the said Treaty, and
likewise in the corresponding Act of the Parliament of England, entitled, " An Act ^ *»"».» »•

for a Union of the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland."

And whereas, at the date of the said Treaty of Union, the right of patrons to pre-

sent to churches stood abolished by statute, after the following manner, viz. :—By 's^.'-^-

the Act of King William and Queen Mary, herein before mentioned, the Act of issa.cuc

James VI., also herein before mentioned, then standing totally repealed, was only re-

vived, subject to the express exception of " that part of it relating to Patronages," which

consequently remained repealed and unrestored, and " which," the Act 1690, c. 5,

farther bore, " is hereafter to be taken into consideration." The part of the said Act,
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thus left repealed and unrevived, was the provision, that Presbyteries " be bound
and astricted to receive whatsoever qualified minister presented by his Majesty or

laic patrons,"—a provision which, while it subsisted, was held to leave the Church '

free to proceed in the collation of ministers *' according to the discipline of the Kirk ;"

and non-compliance with which implied only a forfeiture of the fruits of the par-

159S,.. 117. ticular benefice, which it did by virtue of the immediately succeeding statute 1592,

c. 117, whereby it was enacted, that " in case the Presbytery refuses to admit any

qualified minister presented to them by the patron, it shall be lawful to the patron to

retain the whole fruits of the benefice in his own hands." This subject having, ac-

cordingly, been thereafter taken into consideration in the same session of Parliament,

ic9o.c.«. was definitively settled by an Act, entitled, " Act concerning Patronages," whereby

the right of presentation by patrons was '' annulled and made void," and a right was

vested in the heritors and elders of the respective parishes " to name and propose the

person to the whole congregation, to be approven or disapproven by them," the dis-

approvers giving in their reasons " to the effect the affair may be cognosced upon by

the Presbytery of the bounds, at whose judgment, and by whose determination," (as

is declared by the said Act,) " the calling and entry of a particular minister is to be

ordered and concluded."

And whereas the said Act last mentioned formed part of the settlement of the

Presbyterian Church government effected at the Revolution, and was one of the
" Acts relating thereto," and to the statute 1 690, c. 5, specially confirmed and se-

cured by the Act of Security and Treaty of Union ; yet, notwithstanding thereof, and

of the said treaty, the Parhament of Great Britain, by an Act passed in the 10th of

inAnnr.c. Quccu Aunc, repealed the said Act, " in so far as relates to the presentation of mi-
'

nisters by heritors and others therein mentioned," and restored to patrons the right

of presentation, and enacted that Presbyteries should be " obliged to receive and ad-

mit in the same manner, such qualified person or persons, minister or ministers, as

shall be presented by the respective patrons, as the persons or ministers presented be-

fore the making of this Act ought to have been admitted
:"

And whereas, while this Church protested against the passing of the above men-
tioned Act of Queen Anne, as " contrary to the constitution of the Church, so well

secured by the late Treaty of Union, and solemnly ratified by Acts of Parliament in

both kingdoms," and for more than seventy years thereafter uninterruptedly sought

for its repeal, she at the same time maintained, and practically exercised, without

question or challenge from any quarter, the jurisdiction of her courts to determine

ultimately and exclusively, under what circumstances they would admit candidates

into the office of the holy ministry, or constitute the pastoral relationship between

minister and people, and, generally, " to order and conclude the entry of particular

ministers
:"

And whereas, in particular, this Church required, as necessary to the admission of

a minister to the charge of souls, that he should have received a call from the people

over whom he was to be appointed, and did not authorise or permit any one so to be

admitted till such call had been sustained by the Church Courts, and did, before and

subsequent to the passing of the said Act of Queen Anne, declare it to be a funda-

mental principle of the Church, as set forth in her authorised Standards, and par-

chap.3,§5. ticularly in the Second Book of Discipline, repeated by Act of Assembly in 1638,

that no pastor be intruded upon any congregation contrary to the will of the people :

AciofAs.em Aud whcrcas, in especial, this fundamental principle was, by the 14th Act of the
w,. 1,^ ,c.

Qgjjgj.^! Assembly, 1736, re-declared, and directed to be attended to in the setde-

ment of vacant parishes, but having been, after some time, disregarded in the admi-

nistration of the Church, it was once more re-declared by the General Assembly,

w^'ismT' 1834, who established certain specific provisions and regulations for carrying it into

» effect in time to come :

c^^^'St" And whereas, by a judgment pronounced by the House of Lords, in 1839, it was,

for the first time, declared to be illegal to refuse to take on trial, and to reject the

presentee of a patron, (although a layman, and merely a candidate for admission to

the office of the ministry,) in consideration of this fundamental principle of the

Church, and in respect of the dissent of the congregation ; to the authority of which

I
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ndgment, so for as disposing ofcivil interests, this Church implicitly bowed, by at once
ibandoning all claim to the jus devolutum,—to the benefice, for any pastor to be set-

led by her,—and to all other civil right or privilege which might otherwise have
)een competent to the Church or her Courts ; and an.xiously desirous, at the same
ime, of avoiding collision with the Civil Courts, she so far suspended the operation
)f the above mentioned Act of Assembly, as to direct all cases, in which dissents
hould be lodged by a majority of the congregation, to be reported to the General
Assembly, in the hope that a way might be opened up to her for reconcilino- with
he civil rights declared by the House of Lords, adherence to the above mentioned
'undamental principle, which she could not violate or abandon by admittino- to the
loly office of the ministry a party not having, in her conscientious judo-ment, a \e<y\-

, imate call thereto, or by intruding a pastor on a reclaiming congregation contrary to
: heir will ; and forthor, addressed herself to the Government and tlae Leo-islature for
uch an alteration of the law, (as for the first time now interpreted,) touching the tem-
poralities belonging to the Church, (which alone she held the decision of the House
)f Lords to be capable of affecting or regulating,) as might prevent a separation be-

I ween the cure of souls and the benefice thereto attached.

' And whereas, although during the century which elapsed after the passing of the said
l^ct ofQueenAnne, Presbyteries repeatedly rejected thepresenteesof patrons on o-rounds
indoubtedly ultra vires of the Presbyteries, as having reference to the title of the
jatron or the validity of competing presentations, and which were held by the Court
>f Session to be contrary to law, and admitted others to the pastoral office in the parishes
)resented to, who had no presentation or legal title to the benefice, the said Court
iven in such cases, never attempted or pretended to direct or coerce the Church
[Jourts, m the exercise of their functions in regard to the collation of ministers or
ther matters acknowledged by the State to have been conferred on the Church, not
>y the State, but by God himself. On the contrary, they limited their decrees to
he regulation and disposal of the temporalities which were derived from the State
ind which, as the proper subjects of " actions civil," were within the province assigned
o the Court of Session by the Constitution, refusing to interfere with the peculiar
unctions and exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts of the Church. Thus,

15. 1735.

1751.

k V- Cat-

iich.iel. .Mar.

17J3.

In the case of Auchtermuchty, where the Pre.sbytery had wrongfully admitted another
m the patron's presentee, the Court found, " That the right to a stipend is a civil right

;

md, therefore, that the Court have power to cognosce and determine upon the legality of
;he admission of ministers, in hunc efectum, whether the person admitted shall have rio-ht

o the stipend or not ;" and simply decided, that the patron was entitled to retain the
itipend in his own hands.

So also, the same course was followed in the cases of Culross, Lanark, and Forbes ; in <^"'"

eference to one of which (that of Lanark) the Government of the country, on behalf of j'me

;he Crown, in which the patronage was vested, recognised the retention of stipend by the
"

latron, as the only competent remedy for a wrongful refusal to admit his presentee ;—the T
Secretary of State having, in a letter to the Lord Advocate of Scotland, (January 17, Fote',..

.752,) signified the pleasure of his Majesty, " Directing and ordering his Lordship to do fZ ntj"'

ivery thing necessary and competent by law, for asserting and taking benefit, in the pre-

sent case, of the said right and privilege of patrons by the law of Scotland, to retain the
Fruits of the benefice in their own hands till their presentee be admitted.''

So farther, in the before mentioned case of Culross, the Court refused, " as incom- cochran,

petent," a bill of advocation presented to them by the patron, for the purpose of staying
""•""'^

the admission by the Presbytery of another than his presentee.

So likewise, in the case of Dunse, the Court would not interfere in regard to a conclu- Haj... prc

ion to prohibit the Presbytery " to moderate in a call at large, or settle any other man," Du^S.'ret..

because " that was interfering with the power of ordination or internal policy "of the Church, " ""•

with which the Lords thought they had nothing to do."

And so, in the same manner, in the case of LTnst, where the part}' concluded to have the t-""! Don,i3.

Presbytery ordained to proceed to the presentee's settlement, as well as to have the validity Zll""'
~

)f the presentation and the right to the stipend declared, the Court limited their decree to "'">

the civil matters of the presentation and stipend.

And whereas, pending the efforts of the Church to accomplish the desired altera-

tion of the law, the Court of Session,—a tribunal instituted bv special Act of Parlif-

7k

Prcibyttry

of Shetland.

15, IIS.'S.
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ment for the specific and limited purpose of " doing and administration of justice ia

all civil actions,^' with Judges appointed simply " to sit and decide upon all actions

civil,"—not confining themselves to the determination of " civil actions,"—to the

withholding of civil consequences from sentences of the Church Courts, which, io

their judgment, were not warranted by the statutes recognising the jurisdiction of

these courts,—to the enforcing of the provision of the Act 1592, c. 117, for retention

of the fruits of the benefice in case of wrongful refusal to admit a presentee, or the

giving of other civil redress for any civil injury held by them to have been wrongfully

sustained in consequence thereof,—have, in numerous and repeated instances, stepped

beyond the province allotted to them by the Constitution, and within which alone

their decisions can be held to declare the law, or to have the force of law, deciding

not only " actions civil," but " causes spiritual and ecclesiastical,"—and that, too,

even where these had no connection with the exercise of the right of patronage,

—

and have invaded the jurisdiction, and encroached upon the spiritual privileges of the

Courts of this Church, in violation of the Constitution of the country,—in de-

fiance of the statutes above mentioned, and in contempt of the laws of this king-

dom ; as for instance

—

lit Lcthendj

Ca»e.

Stpwnrlon

Marnoi

Case.

By* interdicting Presbyteries of the Church from admitting to a pastoral charge, when

about to be done irrespective of the civil benefice attached thereto, or even -where there

was no benefice—no right of patronage—no stipend—no manse or glebe, and no place of

worship, or any patrimonial right connected therewith.

By issuing a decree requiring and ordaining a Church Court to take on trial and admit

to the office of the holy ministry, in a particular charge, a probationer or unordaiiied can-

didate for the ministry, and to intrude him also on the congregation, contrary to the will

of the people ; both in this and in the cases first mentioned, invading the Church's exclu-

sive jurisdiction in the admission of ministers, the preaching of the Word, and admini-

stration of sacraments—recognised by statute to have been " given by God" directly to

the Church, and to be beyond the limits of the secular jurisdiction.

By prohibiting the communicants of the Church from intimating their dissent from a call

proposed to be given to a candidate for the ministry to become their pastor.

By granting interdict against the establishment of additional ministers to meet the wants

of an increasing population, as imintcrruptedly practised from the Reformation to this

day ;—against constituting a new Kirk-Session in a parish, to exorcise discipline ;—and

against innovating on its existing state, " as regards pastoral superintendence, its Kirk-

Session, and jurisdiction, and discipline thereto belonging."

By interdicting the preaching of the Gospel, and administration of ordinances through-

out a wliole district, by any minister of the Church under authority of the Church Courts,

thus assuming to themselves the regulation of the " preaching of the Word" and " admi-

nistration of the sacraments," and at the same time invading the privilege, common to all

the subjects of the realm, of liaving freedom to worship God according to their consciences,

CaUa
Ca>.'.

Cambusne-
tbaii Cast'.

bfranraei

Case.

4th Letneodj

Case.

1st and '^d

^ratbbogiv

and under the guidance of the ministers of the communion to which they belong.

By holding the members of inferior Church judicatories liable in damages for refusing

to break their ordination vows and oaths, (sworn by them, in compliance with the require-

ments of the statutes of the realm, and, in particular, of the Act of Security embodied in

the Treaty of Union,) by disobeying and setting at defiance the sentences, in matters

spiritual and ecclesiastical, of their superior Church judicatories, to which, by the Consti-

tution of the Church and country, they are, in such matters, subordinate and subject, and

which, by their said vows and oaths, they stand pledged to obey.

By iuterdictiug the execution of the sentence of a Church judicatory prohibiting a

minister from preaching or administering ordinances within a particular parish, pend-

ing the discussion of a cause in the Church Courts as to the validity of his settlement

therein.

By interdicting the General Assembly and inferior Church judicatories from inflicting

Church censures ; as in one case, where interdict was granted against the pronoiincing of

sentence of deposition upon a minister found guilty of theft by a judgment acquiesced in

by himself; in another, where a Presbytery was interdicted from proceeding in the trial

of a minister accused of fraud and swindling ; and in a third, where a Presbytery was in-

terdicted from proceeding with a libel against a licentiate for drunkenness, obsceuity, and

profane swearing. .... • c

By suspending Church censures, inflicted by the Church judicatories in the exercise of

discipline, (which, by special statute, all " Judges and officers of justice" are ordered

I
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"to give due assistance" for making " to be obeyed or otherwise eflfectual,") and so rcponing
ministers suspended from their oiKee, to the power of preaching and administering ordi-
nances ; thus assuming to themselves the " power of the kejs."
By interdicting the execution of a sentence of deposition from the office of the holy mi- 3d9.,.ih.

nistry, pronounced by the General Assembly of the Church; thereby also usurping the ""s'' ""
•' power of the keys," and supporting deposed ministers in the exercise" of ministerial func-
tions, which is declared by special statute to be a " high contempt of the authority of the
Church and of the laws of the kingdom establishing the same."
By assuming to judge of the right of individuals elected members of the General As- 5ihs,r«h.

isembly to sit therein, and interdicting them from taking their seats ; thus intcrferinn- with
''°^'° '""'

the constitution of the Supreme Court of the Church, and violating her freedom in the
holding of General Assemblies secured to her by statute.

By, in the greater number of the instances above referred to, requiring the inferior judi-
catories of the Church to disobey the sentences, in matters spiritual and ecclesiastical,

of the superior judicatories, to which, by the constitution in Church and State, they
are subordinate and subject, and which, in compliance with the provisions of the
statutes of the realm, their members have solemnly sworn to obey ;—thus subverting
•' the government of the Church by Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and
General Assemblies," settled by statute and the Treaty of Union, as " the only government
of the Church within the kingdom of Scotland."

By all which Acts, the said Court of Session, apparently not adverting to the oath
taken by the Sovereign from whom they hold their commissions, have exercised
powers not conferred upon them by the Constitution, but by it excluded from the
province of r.ny secular tribunal,—have invaded the jurisdiction of the Courts of
the Church—have subverted its government—have illegally attempted to coerce
Cimrch Courts in the exercise of their purely spiritual functions—have usurped the
" power of the keys"—have wrongfully acclaimed, as the subjects of their civil juris-

diction, to be regulated by their decrees, ordination of laymen to the office of the

holy ministry, admission to the cure of souls, Church censures, the preaching of the

Word, and the administration of the sacraments—and haveemployed the means entrust-

ed to them for enforcing submission to their lawful authority, in compelling submission

to that which they have usurped—in opposition to the doctrines of God's Word set

forth in the Confession of Faith, as ratified by statute—in violation of the Constitu-

tion—in breach of the Treaty of Union, and in disregard of divers express enact-

ments of the Legislature.

And whereas, farther encroachments are threatened on the government and dis-

cipUne of the Church as by law established, in actions now dependino- before the said

Court, in which it is sought to have sentences of deposition from the office of the

holy ministry reduced and set aside, and minorities of inferior judicatories authorised

. to take on trial and admit to the office of the holy ministry, in disregard of, and in sd'Teuina,

(opposition to, the authority of the judicatories of which they are members, and of the
"'

sunerior judicatories to which they are subordinate and subject.

And whereas, the government and discipline of Christ's Church cannot be carried

on according to His laws and the constitution of His Church, subject to the exer-

cise, by any secular tribunal, of such powers as have been assumed by the said Court

of Session.

And whereas this Church, highly valuing, as she has ever done, her connection,

on the terms contained in the statutes herein before recited, with the State, and her

possession of the temporal benefits thereby secured to her for the advantage of the

people, must, nevertheless, even at the risk and hazard of the loss of that connection

and of these public benefits,—deeply as she would deplore and deprecate such a result

for herself and the nation,—persevere in maintaining her liberties as a Church of

Christ, and in carrying on the government thereof on her own constitutional principles,

and must refuse to intrude ministers on her congregations, to obey the unlawful

coercion attempted to be enforced against her in the exercise of her spiritual func-

tions and jurisdiction, or to consent that her people be deprived of their rightful

liiierties.

'J'HEREFORE,the General Assembly, while, as above set forth, they fully recognise

the absolute jurisdictionof the Civil Courts in relation to all matters wliatsoevcr of a civil

nil Stralh-

Iji'fiie Case.

3d
ariler Caso.

Case.
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nature, and especially in relation to all the temporalities conferred by the State upon
the Church, and the civil consequences attached by law to the decisions, in matters

spiritual, of the Church Courts, do, in name and on behalf of this Church, and of the

nation and people of Scotland, and under the sanction of the several statutes, and the

Treaty of Union herein before recited, claim, as of right, that she shall freely pos-

sess and enjoy her liberties, government, discipline, rights, and privileges, according to

law, especially for the defence of the spiritual liberties of her people, and that she

shall be protected therein from the foresaid unconstitutional and illegal encroachments

of the said Court of Session, and her people secured in their Christian and constitu-

tional rights and liberties.

And they declare, that they cannot, in accordance with the Word of God, the

authorised and ratified Standards of this Church, and the dictates of their consciences,

intrude ministers on reclaiming congregations, or carry on the government of Christ's

Church, subject to the coercion attempted by the Court of Session as above set forth;

and that, at the risk and hazard of suffering the loss of the secular benefits conferred

by the State, and the public advantages of an establishment, they must, as by God's

grace they will, refuse so to do ; for, highly as they estimate these, they cannot put

them in competition with the inalienable liberties of a Church of Christ, which, alike

by their duty and allegiance to their Head and King, and by their ordination vows,

they are bound to maintain, '•' notwithstanding of whatsoever trouble or persecution

may arise."

And they protest, that all and whatsoever acts of the Parliament of Great Britain,

passed without the consent of this Church and nation, in alteration of, or derogation

to the aforesaid government, discipline, right, and privileges of this Church, (which

were not allowed to be treated of by the Commissioners for settling the terms of the

Union between the two kingdoms, but were secured by antecedent stipulation, pro-

vided to be inserted, and inserted in the Treaty of Union, as an unalterable and

fundamental condition thereof, and so reserved from the cognizance and power of the

federal legislature created by the said Treaty,)—as also, all and whatsoever sentences

of courts in contravention of the same government, discipline, right, and privileges,

are and shall be, in themselves, void and null, and of no legal force or effect ; and

that, while they will accord full submission to all such acts and sentences, in so far

—

though in so far only—as these may regard civil rights and privileges, whatever may

be their opinion of the justice or legality of the same, their said submission shall not

be deemed an acquiescence therein, but that it shall be free to the members of this

Church, or their successors, at any time hereafter, when there shall be a prospect of

obtaining justice, to claim the restitution of all such civil rights and privileges, and

temporal benefits and endowments, as for the present they may be compelled to yield

up, in order to preserve to their office-bearers the free exercise of their spiritual govern-

ment and discipline, and to their people the liberties, of which respectively it has been

attempted, so contrary to law and justice, to deprive them.

And, finally, the General Assembly call the Christian people of this kingdom, and

all the Churches of the Reformation throughout the world, who hold the great

doctrine of the sole Headship of the Lord Jesus over his Church, to witness, that it

is for their adherence to that doctrine, as set forth in their Confession of Faith, and

ratified bv the laws of this kingdom, and for the maintenance by them of the jurisdic-

tion of the office-bearers, and the freedom and privileges of the members of the Church

from that doctrine flowing, that this Church is subjected to hardship, and that the

rights so sacredly pledged and secured to her are put in peril ; and they especially

invite all the office-bearers and members of this Church, who are willing to suffer for

their allegiance to their adorable King and Head, to stand by the Church, and by

each other, in defence of the doctrine aforesaid, and of the liberties and privileges,

whether of office-bearers or people, which rest upon it ; and to unite in supplication

to Almighty God, that He would be pleased to turn the hearts of the rulers of this

kingdom, to keep unbroken the faith pledged to this Church, in former days, by

statutes and solemn treaty, and the obligations, come under to God himself, to pre-

serve and maintain the government and discipline of this Church in accordance with

His Word ; or otherwise, that he would give strength to this Church—office-bearer

II
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and people—to endure resignedly the loss of the temporal benefits of an establish-

ment, and the personal sufferings and sacrifices to which they may be called, and
would also inspire them witli zeal and energy to promote the advancement of His
Son's kingdom, in whatever condition it may be His will to place them ; and that, in

His own good time. He would restore to them these benefits, the fruits of the stru"o-les

and sufferings of their fathers in times past in the same cause ; and, thereafter, give

them grace to employ them more effectually than hitherto they have done, for the
manifestation of His glory.

XX.

Sens. 17, Mai/ 30, 1842.

—

Address to the Queen on the subject of the foregoing Claim

of Right.

May it please your Majesty,

We, your Majesty's most loyal, dutiful, and devoted subjects, the ministers and
;lders of the Church of Scotland, met in General Assembly, relying with undoubted
onfidence on the gracious assurance repeatedly vouchsafed to us, of your Majesty's

letermination to maintain inviolate the government, worship, discipline, rights, and
irivileges of this Church, humbly approach your Majesty, in order to lay before your
klajesty a statement of the invasions which have recently been made on the said

1
government, discipline, rights, and privileges of this Church.

I
' We deeplj' lament that the invasions of which we complain have proceeded from

! 'the Court of Session, to whose determinations, in their own province, we have ever

vielded and inculcated implicit obedience.

We most respectfully submit to your Majesty's favourable consideration the Claim,
Declaration, and Protest, which we have adopted with reference to this matter, whereia
u-e fully set forth the legal and constitutional securities for the rights and privileges

jf this Church, and the encroachments thereouj from which we desire to be protected.

We fully rely on your Majesty's determination to uphold and maintain the govern-
ment, discipline, rights, and privileges of this Church ; and while we cannot, in ac-

:ordance with the dictates of our conscience, and our views of the Word of God, sub-

mit to the coercion attempted over us in the exercise of our spiritual functions by the

said Court, and must refuse to do so, even at the hazard of the loss of the temporal

advantages we at present enjoy, we earnestly trust that such measures may be directed

by your Majesty as will preserve to us the peaceable possession of those rights and
privileges secured to us by statute and solemn treaty.

Given at Edinburgh, this 30th day of May 1842,by your Majesty's most
faithful, obedient, and loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of this

National Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

D. Welsh, Moderator.

XXI.

Sess. 17, May 30, 1842.

—

Declaration as to Declaratorg Act o/'1834, anent the

Ministers of quoad sacra Parishes.

' The General Assembly, on consideration of the overture anent quoad sacra mini-

sters, without a vote, did, and hereby do declare. That the principle on which the De-

claratory Act of 1834 is founded, is a fundamental principle of this Church, to which

she is resolved, by the grace of God, at all hazards to adhere, and instruct the Stand-

ling Committee of the Home Mission Committee, charged with the object of Church

Extension, to use all efforts in llieir power to obtain the removal of the obstruction
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to the erection of parishes quoad temporalia, presented by the provisions of the Act,

1707, and to secure adequate permanent provision for these ministers.

XXII.

Sess. 17, May 30, 1842.

—

Act appointing Meeting of Synod of Orkney.

The General Assembly, on an application from the Synod of Orkney, did, and

hereby do, appoint the said Synod in future to meet at Kirkwall, on the third Wed-
nesday of April ; and the Assembly supersede the appointment of the meeting of

the said Synod in July next.

XXIII.

Sess. 17, May 30, 1842.

—

Act appointing the Meeting of the Synod of Argyle.

The General Assembly, on the application of the Synod of Arp:yle, did, and here-

by do, authorise the said Synod to meet alternately at Lochgilphead and Invcrary,

on the first Wednesday of September annually ; and appoint the first meeting to be

held at Lochgilphead, on the first Wednesday of September next.

XXIV.

Sess. ult., May 30, 1842.

—

Act appointing a Special Commission, with reference to the

present Difficulties of the Church.

The General Assembly, having taken into their consideration the state of the pa-

rishes herein after mentioned, and the necessity of making some special provision for

the settlement and superintendence thereof, and for the management and ordering of

certain other matters after mentioned, resolve, for this purpose, to appoint a Special

Commission, to the eifect and with the powers herein after set forth ; and they accord-

ingly did, and hereby do. appoint Dr ])avid Welsh, their Moderator ; and Dr Ro-

bert Gordon, High Church, Edinburgh, Dr Thomas Chalmers, Professor of Divinity

in the University of Edinburgh, Dr Angus Makellar at Pencailland, Dr Patrick

M'Farlan at Greenock, Dr Thomas Brown, Dr John Smyth, Dr Nathaniel Paterson,

Dr James Henderson, and Dr Robert Buchanan at Glasgow, Dr James Brewster at

Craig, Dr David Dickson at St Cuthbert's, I\Ir James Grierson at Errol, Mr Lewis

Balfour at Colinton, Mr James Thomson, and Mr John Roxburgh at Dundee, Mr
John Paul at St Cuthbert's, Mr James jNI'Laggan at Kinfauns, Mr Duncan M'Far-

lan at Renfrew, Mr John Bruce, Mr William Cunningham, Dr Robert Smith Cand-

lish, Mr Archibald Bennie, Mr James Buchanan, Mr Thomas Guthrie, and Mr
Charles John Brown at Edinburgh, Mr James Banncrman at Ormiston, Mr David

Thorburn at South Leith, Mr James Scott at Dalmeny, Mr Andrew Gray at Perth,

Mr David Simpson at Aberdeen, Mr James Cordiner at Forgue, Mr George Shep-

herd at Kingussie, Mr George M'Kay at Rafford, Mr W illiani Barclay at Auldearn,

Mr Alexander Stewart at Cromarty, Dr M'Nair at Paisley, Mr D. Carment at

Rosskeen, Mr WiUiam JM'Kenzie at Dunblane, Mr Matthew Barclay at Old Kil-

patrick, Mr D. Home at Corstorphine, Mr Burns at Monkton, Mr Dickie at Dun-

lop, Mr Hetherington at Torphichen, Mr M'Gillivray at Dairsie, Ministers; and the

Procurator, Dr Daniel Dewar, Principal of Marischal College, Aberdeen, Sir David

Brewster, Principal of the United College of St Salvator and St Leonard's, St An-
drews, Dr Robert J. Brown, Professor of Greek in Marischal College, Aberdeen,

the Right Honourable Sir James P'orrcst of Comiston, Bart., Lord Provost of the

City of Edinburgh, George Buchan, Esq., of Kelloe, Robert Bruce, Esq., of Kennet,

I
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James Campbell Brodie, Esq., of Letben, Major Ludovick Stewart of Pittyvaich,
William Howison Crawfurd, Esq., of Crawfurdland, William Collins, Esq., Glasgow,
Jolin Thomson, Esq., Banker, Alexander Dunlop, Esq., Advocate, John George
Wood, Esq., W.S., John Clerk Brodie, Esq., W.S., Archibald Bonar, Esq., Banker,
INIaurice Lothian, Esq., Solicitor, Robert Johnston, jun., Esq., W.S., James Hamil-
ton, Esq., of Ninewar, James Moncreiff, Esq., Advocate, Dr Begbie, James Bonar,
Esq., W.S., W. Whitehead, Esq., Edinburgh, Dr Smyttan, Claud Ale.xander, Esq.,

of Ballochmyle, James Bridges, Esq., W.S,, and D. M. M. Crichton, Esq., of Ran-
keillour, Elders; five, of whom three shall be ministers, to be a quorum, to be com-
missioners, to co-operate with the several Presbyteries within whose bounds are situ-

ated the following parishes :—viz., Huntly, Keith, Glass, Mortlach, Rhynie, Cairnie,

Botriphnie, and Marnoch, in the Presbytery of Strathbogie ; Auchterarder in the

Presbytery of Auchterarder; Lethendy and Kinloch in the Presbytery of Dunkeld;
Muckairn in the Presbytery of Lorn ; Culsamond in the Presbytery of Garioch ; and
the new parish of Stewarton, in the Presbytery of Irvine,—in the settlement and super-

intendence of the said parishes, and the making provision for the supply of the ordi-

nances of religion, and the exercise of discipline, and the ordering of all ecclesiastical

matters therein ; empowering and instructing the said commissioners to advise and
direct the said respective Presbyteries in all their proceedings thereanent, with full

power to the said commissioners, of themselves, to do and perform, in relation to the

premises, every act which the respective Presbyteries might have done and performed
in those cases in which the Presbytery of the bounds may be exposed to hazard by
performing the same ; and especially with power to moderate in a call to, and ordain

a minister to the congregation of the said new church at Stewarton, and to grant or-

dination to the missionaries labouring in the several Strathbogie parishes, or others

of the parishes above mentioned, in which there may be no speedy prospect of ob-

taining the enjoyment of the benefice for the maintenance of the ministry of the

Word to those of the parishioners continuing in comiimnion with this Church ; and
the said commissioners are further empowered in the event of any interference by
the Civil Courts, with the exercise of the spiritual jurisdiction and discipline of the

Church, by these or any other Presbyteries of the Church, and of their being applied

to by such Presbyteries, to advise and direct such Presbyteries in regard to their pro-

ceedings; or of themselves to do and perform whatever it might have been competent

for the said Presbyteries to have done and performed in the event aforesaid. And
they are also instructed and empowered to advise with the Procurator in regard to

legal processes in dependence touching the questions connected with the matters re-

garding the parishes herein before mentioned, or any others that may be similarly

situated ; and the said commissioners are appointed and authorised to take charge of

all transactions with reference to a settlement of the great questions now in depend-

ence touching the spiritual jurisdiction of the Church, and the liberties of the Christ-

ian people, in regard to the appointment of pastors to congregations, instructing them

in all their proceedings regarding these matters, to have respect to the several deli-

verances of the General Assembly thereanent ; and instruct such ministers of the

Church as the said commissioners may call upon, to place their services at the dis-

posal of the commissioners; and the said commissioners are hereby empowered to

choose their moderator and clerk : And the General Assembh' appoint the said com-
missioners to hold their first meeting at Edinburgh, in the Presbytery Hall, on the

third of June, at ten o'clock, with power to hold meetings thereafter at such times

and places as x\\ej shall see fit, and with power to their ^Moderator at any time to

summon meetings of the said commissioners pro re nata, on five days notice to each

of the commissioners.

XXV.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1842.— Overture anent Processes against Ministers.

The General Assembly, upon the Report of the Committee on the Form of Pro-
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cess, without a vote agree to transmit the following Overture to all the Presbyteries

of this Church for their consideration :

—

1. That, in all cases of libel against a clergyman on charges of heresy or immo-
rality, inferring deposition or suspension, it shall not be competent for the party li-

belled to exercise the functions of his office from the date of the service of the libel

till the decision of the case upon the merits.

2. That, when a judgment finding the relevancy of a libel has become final, it shall

be competent for the Presbytery to proceed with the case till it is ready for judgment •

on the merits, notwithstanding of any appeals which may be taken in the course of

the proceedings.

XXVI.

Sess. ult, May 30, 1842 Standing Orders on the Form of Process.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Committee on the Form of Process,

agreed that the following Resolutions, contained in their Report, be converted into

Standing Orders of this Church :

—

1. That no fees shall be exigible on presenting petitions on general subjects ; and

that all such petitions as may be lodged on or before the day of meeting of the As-

sembly, shall be classified and reported on to the Assembly, so as to show the import

thereof, and number of names attached thereto ; in consequence whereof, the printing

of such petitions shall in future be dispensed with, unless the parties choose to print

the same.

2. That overtures shall be classified and reported on as above, and the printing

thereof also in like manner dispensed with.

3. That the second standing order of 28th May 1838 shall be altered and ex-

plained to the effect of declaring—That the printed copies only of all papers, appointed

by former standing orders to be printed, shall be lodged ivith the Agent, four days be-

fore the meeting of the Assembly, excepting when they relate to matters arising after

that date, otherwise they shall not be received nor founded upon in the Assembly

;

and that the record and other original papers shall be transmitted through the Com-
mittee of Bills as formerly.

xxvn.

Sess. ult.. May 30, 1842 Proposed Standing Order.

The General Assembly, on the Report of the Committee on the Form of Process,

direct the following Resolution of their committee to be printed in the Acts of thej

General Assembly, that Presbyteries may be fully aware of what is intended to be]

proposed for adoption as a standing order to the next General Assembly :

—

That, in cases of general resolutions, or of proposals for altering, repealing, or de

daring any of the laws of the Church, or for enacting new laws, being submitted to the

House, and when more than two motions shall be before the House at the same time,

the question shall be put. Aye or No, upon each motion, beginning with the last.

But that in cases ofjudgments on causes, the vote shall be taken in the same manner

as at present. Or,

That the vote shall be taken as at present in all cases ; but that when it shall be

required, the question Aye or No shall also be put separately on the motion or amend-

ment, which shall have been carried according to the present method of taking the

votes, excepting in the case of causes submitted for the judgment of the House, which

shall continue to be disposed of as formerly.
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I

XXVIII.

Sess. ult, May 30, \Mi.~Beclaratory Act as to Special Objections to Presentees.-

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, declare, that it is the law of this. Church
that it is competent at moderating in a call for any male communicant to stale ob-
jections, of whatever kind, without a libel, to the presentee, or to the settlement
taking place, and that the Presbytery are bound to receive and consider these objec-
tions.

•*

XXIX.

Sess. uU., May 30, 1842'.— Overture anenf Union of Offices.

The General Assembly, having considered the Overture anent Union of Offices,

agreed to transmit the same to Presbyteries for their consideration.

The General Assembly, being desirous to promote the interests of religion and
literature, direct all the Presbyteries of this Church to employ all means competent
to them in order to prevent the same person from holding at the same time a Prin-
cipality or Professorship in any University and a parochial or pastoral chai-"-e ; and
that this direction may be uniformly carried into effect, the General Assen>bly do,
with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of this Church,, enact and ordain
that if a Principal or Professor in any University be hereafter presented to a parochial
or pastoral charge, he shall, on his admission thereto, forthwith resign his Princi-
pality or Professorship, and at the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery thereafter

produce to the Presbytery a certificate that his resignation hiis been accepted ; and
that if any minister of a parish, or any pastor of a congregation, be hereafter pre-
sented or elected to any Principality or Professorship in any University, he shall, at

the first ordinary meeting of Presbytery, which shall take place after his induction
into the Principality or Professorship, resign into the hands of the Presbytery his

parochial or pastoral charge ; and in the event of this injunction not being complied
with by the persons holding such, offices, the General Assembly, with the like con-
sent of the Presbyteries of this Church, ordain the Presbytery of the bounds to serve

him, in his character of minister, with a libel for the breach of this statute, and to

proceed therein according to the rules of this Church.

XXX.

Sess. uli.. May 30, 1842

—

Aet appointing a Day of Humiliation and Prayer.

The General Assembly, having considered the Overtures for a Day of Humiliation,

and being deeply impressed with the continued tokens of the Divine displeasure

still resting on the Church, and on this highly favoured and guilty land, did, and hereby

do, appoint Thursday, the 21st day of July, to be set apart as a day of solemn hu-

miliation and prayer, with especial reference to the distressed condition of the coun-

try ; and the General Assembly earnestly invite the co-operation and concurrence of

other denominations of Christians in the observance of that day ; and appoint their

Moderator to prepare a suitable pastoral address..

(The Address is appended to the Acts in the original edition, and is as follows :—

)

PASTORAL ADDRESS,

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—The alarming indications of the Divine displeasure

ao-ainst our native country, manifested in the divisions and distractions that continue

to afflict our Church, and in the current of events by which va,st multitudes of our brethren

around us are subjected to all the ills of poverty and want, liave moved us, met together

7 F
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in solemn Assembly, to proclaim a fast throughout all the land ; and while we call upon

the individuals, and families and flocks over which the Lord has made us overseers, we

would invite others also to join together in humiliation of soul before the Lord, under His

threatening judgments, and in earnest supplication that He would turn away His wrath,

and cause His face to shine upon us.

The wretchedness endured by increasing numbers of our brethren in the liumbler classes

of society from actual destitution, the less palpable, but not less real sufferings of those

whose hearts are brought low under the silent decay of their worldly substance, and the

acknowledged inability of the wisdom of man to devise adequate means for the removal

of these evils, or even to determine the period of their continuance, or the limits of their

operation, are calculated to awaken the most thoughtless to serious reflection. Afflictive

providences, in whatever circumstances they are exhibited, should ever inspire sentiments

of reverential awe, leading each individual beholder to be still, and know that God is the

Lord. Wherever there is suffering there must liave been siu ; and when we see the out-

stretched arm of the Lord descending upon the devoted head, we are reminded of our

own sinful state, and of our fearful doservings. But when we behold multitudes, and these

our fellow-countrymen, singled out as tlie objects of the Divine chastisements,—their com-

forts blasted, their prospects darkened, their minds amazed through fear, and when no one

can say when or where the evil may be stayed,—-a more impressive lesson is set before us.

National judgments betoken national sin. And in considering the appalling scenes of

human misery existing in the midst of us, we are called upon to stand forth before the

Lord, with our little ones, our wives, and our children, and to cry unto Him in our af-

fliction, adoring his awful sovereignty, acknowledging our individual share in the guilt

that has drawn down his chastisements, and submitting ourselves wholly to his righteous

disposal, while deprecating the inflictions of his deserved displeasure.

In preparing for this solemnity our first duty must be, to endeavour to ascertain where-

fore the Lord has a controversy with us. And here we must not confine our inquiries to

the special occasions or more obvious and immediate causes of the distresses which pre-

vail. It is the part of wisdom, indeed, to attend to these, and to seek, by every proper

means, for their removal. But our search must extend farther, even to the sins of the

people that cause the land to mourn. We are ever ready to limit our views to what is pre-

sent and outward ; and in witnessing the calamities of others, we are prone to conceive

that they are sufficiently accounted for by the operation of temporary causes, in which we

have nofarther concern than as they att'ord prudential rules for the guidance of human
conduct. In acting thus, however, we misinterpret altogether the true character of events,

and neglect intimations conveyed in the course of Divine Providence. Shall a trumpet be

blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? Shall there be evil in the city, and the Lord

hath not done it ? The Scriptures teacli us, that the Almighty, in his dispensations, has pur-

poses beyond the special occasions of tliem ; that the ills which come upon one class of

individuals have often a reference to the transgressions of others ; while they hold out a

general warning, that unless we repent, we shall all likewise perish.

Every individual, therefore, should be much employed in searching and bewailing the

transgressions of his heart and of his life ; and with this exercise of soul respecting our

individual condition, we should connect a serious consideration of the iniquities that prevail

in the land, that we may unite in mourning over the sins with which, as a nation, we are

chargeable. And here the abuse we have made of our special privileges cannot fail to arise

before our view. It was the voice of the Almighty to the children of Israel of old,—You
only have I known of all the nations of the earth ; therefore will I punish you for all your

iniquities. And the distinguishing manifestations of the Divine goodness which have been

displayed to our highly favoured land, as they aggravate our guilt, so they mark out the

character of our national suffering as a Divine infliction. In the free preaching of the glo-

rious Gospel,—in the general ditt'usion of tlie benefits of education,— in the Scriptural

purity of the institutions of religion, there has been no people on the face of the earth more

signally blessed. And it affords matter of the deepest sorrow and shame to all, that we

have so little profited by tliese inestimable advantages.

The Word of God has had free course in our land, and the Gospel has been freely

preached to us. But can it be said that the privilege has been fully improved ? Have all

diligently waited upon God in his ordinances? It has, indeed, pleased God, by the foolish-

ness of preaching, to save multitudes who have believed. But is not the number of those in-

creasing who forsake the assembling of themselves together ? And even of those who seem

to seek after God, and delight to know his ways as a nation, that did righteousness, and for-

sook not the ordinances of their God, how mucli of self-pleasing, and formality, and liypo-

crisy, have mingled with their service? Have the professors of religion lived up to theirj
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privileges, or shown their efficacy in their lives ? Have they made it their holy aim to ex-
tiibit in the temper of their minds, and the tenor of their conduct, the blessed power of the
Gospel of our salvation ? Has it been their object to give full proof of the energy which God
imparts to liis Word in delivering men from the love of a present evil world, and from the
principles of our evil nature ? Or, while even the best must acknowledge that they fall short
in all these respects, do not many seek liow they may make their religious professions har-
monize with the pursuit of all those objects upon which the men of this world are most
strongly bent, and the indulgence of the sinful passions that reign undisguised among the
children of disobedience ?

We have experienced the great national blessing of a wide-spread education. We have
I been indebted to the enlightened zeal of our early Reformers from the errors of Popery, for
advantages connected with the instruction of the young of aU classes, such as no other
country has enjoyed, and to which the high name of Scotland among the nations of the
earth, and the success of so many of her sons in our own and in other lands, must be
mainly ascribed. As our nation owes these advantages to religion, have we made a due
return to religion? Has sufficient care been exercised that the schools of elementary
instruction should, agreeably to the intention of their founders, be chiefly consecrated to
the godly upbringing of the young? Or has there not been great neglect in this respect?
Has not that which was intended as a spiritual ordinance been too much regarded as a
secular institution, so that the opportunities of early education have been too often em-
ployed with no higher aim than as a means for promoting the worldly advantages of our-
selves and our children ?

And having experienced the advantages of the religious ordinances and institutions

handed down to us by the holy men who have gone before us, have we been sufficiently

careful that their benefits should be enjoyed by our brethren around us according to the
necessities of an increasing population ? Have we been mindful, as a nation, of teaching
diligently to our children the truths which we learned from our fathers, that they might

» declare them to the generation to come ? Or, are we not leaving thousands, and tens of
thousands of the little children whom Jesus loves, to rise around us without any effectual

endeavour to bring them to Jesus ? And are there not multitudes among us, of whom, in

the degradation of their penury, it must be said that no one careth for their souls, even in

this land that names the name of Him who gave it as a characteristic of his appearing,

that the Gospel was preached to the poor ?

From the necessities of our earthly condition, and from the enterprising character of
our countrymen, there is scarcely any land into which our brethren and children have not
penetrated. In almost all our Colonies, vast numbers of Scotsmen are to be found, and
new kingdoms are rising from our loins. An opportunity is thus presented to us for ex-

tending the knowledge of the Lord over the earth. But have we laid out this talent to

usury? Or are we not allowing our fellow-countrymen to leave our shores without any ade-

quate efforts for their spiritual interests ; and, instead of seeking that they may prove heralds

of the Gospel in the new regions whither they are going, or be themselves the founders of

new Christian kingdoms, neglecting them altogether, or thinking merely of their temporal

state, and continuing our intercourse with them for no higher end than the promotion of

our individual advantage, or adding to the national resources ?

In no respect has our country been more distinguished than by the high Scriptural

principles professed by almost all denominations of Christians among us respecting the

sanctification of the Sabbath, and in regard to the outward observance of it there is cer-

tainly less to condemn than in any other land ; and there is no particular as to which it

could be more clearly proved that godliness is profitable unto all things. And yet how
much have we to answer for in the desecration of tliat holy day ? How far does our practice

faU short of our principles ? And while multitudes are openly profaning, in every varied

form, the day that God has declared to be holy, how many of those by whom it is outward-

ly observed satisfy themselves with the form instead of the substance ? How melancholy

are the inconsistencies exhibited in regard to it ? And how few display such unequivocal

tokens of its sanctifying influences upon their whole deportment, as, without the Word,
might win the thoughtless and profane to external decency, and it may be, to inward holi-

ness ?

In regard to these and all other sins, our duty is to abase ourselves in the dust because

of the dishonour we have done to His name and cause who has so highly favoured us, and,

in the strength of the Lord, to turn away from our iniquities,—praying that a spirit of re-

pentance and reformation may be shed abroad, that we aO may be led to a better improve-

ment of our mercies,—that we may seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,

trusting that all needful things will be added unto us, so that our sufferings may be re-
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moved, or, if continued, maj tend to perfect that righteousness which alone exalteth a
nation.

In calling you to the exercises of fasting and humiliation, we would never have you to

forget that sympathy and relief must be extended to those who suffer, as the first and as

the abiding effect of genuine contrition of soul. We have already called upon you to this

duty—affording you an opportunity to contribute of your substance as the Lord hath pros-

pered you ; and so long as there is distress among us, your liberality must be exercised

for its mitigation. This is the unfailing consequence, or rather, it is the essential element,

of godly penitence. Is not this the fast that I have chosen, saith the Lord, to deal thy

bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house ? When
thou seest the naked, that thou cover liim ; and hide not thyself from thine own flesh.

If such a spirit were generally to prevail ; if even those professing godliness were to walk
worthy of their vocation, there would be reason to hope for the fulfilment of the promise,

that our light would break forth as the morning ;—that the sad calamities which are at

present exciting the apprehensions of all would wholly overpass, and that a barrier would
be reared against their recurrence. If there were less of the love of gain, and more of the

love of God, a spirit of greater moderation would be diffused ; and if the condition of the

poor were more wisely considered, and if more care were exercised for the elevation ofj

their character and habits, they would less readily yield themselves as instruments of the

cupidity of thase who, Iiastoning to be rich, fall into a snare, and pierce themselves, and
pierce their country, through with many sorrows.

It is in Religion alone that tlie permanent security and happiness of any people is to be
found ; and though the chastisements of the Lord may be withdrawn without the spirit of

repentance being exhibited, thoiv removal can be in sucli cases only temporary, and the

last state of such a land wiU be worse than its first. It is impossible, therefore, not to

think with sorrow of tho.«e wIk) limit their views to inferior causes, and who refuse to own
the work of the Lord. With rcferejice to our brethren in affliction, while we cannot but

see cause of thankfulness in the patience with which their trials have been borne, and while

we trust that, in many instances, this has arisen from a spirit of submission to the Divine

will, we would remind those with whom it is otherwise, that the benefit of their Fatherly

discipline is not received tiU they see who appointed the rod, and that till then all their

temporal deprivations are but typical of a worse famine that may bring death to their

souls. And in regard to tliose who, while they may pity and aid the destitute, make a

mock at every appeal to the duty of recognising a higher power in this national visitation,

and who are prepared to make our day of fasting a day of folly and sin, our souls would
weep in secret places for their pride, and our eyes would weep sore, when we consider the

denunciation against those who regard not the doings of the Lord. Behold, ye despisers,

and wonder and perish ; for I work a work in your days which ye shall not believe, though

a mau declare it unto you.

Still more solemnly would we warn those who neither fear God nor regard man,—who
in the day of their fast find pleasure, and exact all their labours ; or those who, without

the form, as well as without tlie power of godliness, have despised the poor, and oppressed

them. Behold, the hire of the labourers, whi(-h is of you kept back by fraud, crieth, and
the cries of them which have reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

But it is not only in the distresses and deprivations of many of our fellow-countrymen

that we have matter of humiliation. The unhappy dissensions which prevail in the Church,

with the sad consequences which they have brought in their train, of estrangements, am
contentions, and collisions, interrupting the harmony of families and friends, embitterin,

the intercourse of social life, disturbing the peace of society, and threatening even the sta

bility of the institutions of the country, cannot be contemplated without anxiety and alarm

In this unhappy state of our affairs, all the members of our Church may well humble them-

selves before the Most High. There may be a difference of opinion as to the character of

the principles contended for, and as to the nature of the proceedings to which our divi-

sions may be traced as their immediate cause. But, differing in other particulars, we may
agree in this, that none of us are without sin,—that it is the duty of all to pray that our

sins may be pardoned, aud that God, by his Holy Spirit, would so teach us to improve

under His afflicting hand, that we may be prepared for enjoying the peace which Christ

promised to aU his true followers. And here, we have hoped for the sympathy and prayers

of other branches of the Church of Christ. W^here one member of the body of Christ suf-

fers, aU the other members suffer along with it. And while those who endure are more
especially called upon to exercises of self-examination and acts of self-abasement, we
would seek for an interest in the prayers of the faithful, that this our purging may be

blessed towards our bringing fortli more fruit. Those who have built upon the true founda-

i
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tion, but -who differ in what is m»t essential, may perhaps even unite with us in inquir-
ing whether we have not allowed earthly feelings to" mingle too much with our differences,—whether we have not thought more of what is peculiar to Paul or to Apollos, than of
what belongs to Christ—whether we have not omitted opportunities of doing good by co-
operating together against the common enemies of the Ix)rd, and sought rather who should
ho greatest in the kingdom of heaven, than remembered all that is invoked in the declara-
tion, that he who is not against us is for us.

The dissensions which have existed among different denominations of Christians, how-
ever they may have originated, have tended greatly to the injury of religion ; and we can-
not but look upon them, not less than the divisions in our own Church, as holding a place
among the causes of the Divine displeasure against our land. We know not even to what
extent the distresses among us might have been prevented or mitigated, had all who name
the name of Christ united, in so far as their principles would allow, in making common
cause against prevailing ignorance and infidelity, and endeavoured to give the impress of a
higher Christian character to the inhabitants of our land. It may not yet be too late.

Let us pray, then, that Ephraim may no longer vex .Tudah, nor Judah Ephraim. If
we cannot be one in opinion, we may be one in Christian love, and in joint efforts for add-
ing to the numbers of the true followers of Christ.—" Let the people praise thee, God ;

let all the people praise thee I Then shall the earth yield her increase ; and God, even our
God, shall bless usi"

Bj order of the Assembly,

David Weish, Moderator.

XXXI.

Sess. uU., May 30, 1842.

—

Act appointing the Diet of next General Assembly.

The next General Assembly of this National Church is appointed to be holden
at Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 18th of May 1843.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by

John Leb, CI. Ecd. Scot.





APPENDIX.

No. I,

THREE ACTS OF THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY, FOR PROMOVING THE
KNOWLEDG OP THE GROUNDS OF SALVATION, AND OBSERVING
THE RULES OF DISCIPLINE.

Sess. 17, A%igust 2, 1652, ante ineridiem.— Overture for ordering of Lecturing and
Catechising, to be observed lohill the next Generall Assemhly.

The Generall Assembly, after consideration of the great controversie the Lord hath
against the land, for the manifold transgressions of his known commands, and continued
despising of grace and reconciliation offered through Jesus Ciirist, whereby transgressions

might have been, and yet may be pardoned and amended ; and after acknowledgment of

the just quarrell he hath against us all his ministers, for the sins of our persons and calling,

for which he hath so shaken the Judicatories and Assemblies of this Kirk amongst us, and
doth threaten to cast down altogether the hedge of discipline, and to thrust all his mini-
sters for a time from their places ; do seriously exhort and charge all and every one in-

trusted with the holy ministry, to stir up themselves to seek the Lord more carefully, and
settle their own peace with him, and to make full proof of their ministry, so long as the

day of his patience continueth ; and, in particular, to bee more diligent in the means of

acquainting the people with the Scripture, and grounds of religion held forth in the Cate-
chism, and to this end does recommend,

1. That every minister do so dispose of the time appointed for the reading of Scripture,

as both the order of the Directory, and Act of Uniformity, in the point of lecture, may be
observed ; that two chapters being read, one of tlie Old Testament, and the other of the

New, after reading of the first, some few observations of the chief doctrines being held forth,

and propounded briefly and plainly to the people, time may be left to read the second chap-
ter, and to give some brief observations on it also, as the time allowed will suffer.

2. For promoving the work of catechising, the Assembly, besides that they renew the
act for catechising weekly, 1. Recommends that also every Lord's Day, when the people
do most frequently conveen, some competent portion of the Catechism be explained before
the whole congregation, (without prejudice of the preaching ;) and recommendeth that in

this publike catechetick instruction, the points that ai'e handled be propounded by ques-
tion, to be answered by some called up for that purpose. 2. And because many being
bashfuU to speak in publike audience, do either altogether absent themselves, or, if they
must compear, are so distempered with fear, that their edification is marred ; the Assem-
bly recommendeth this overture, that the minister, in the publike catechetick instruction,

call up some that are more able in knowledge, and prepared before, to answer the points

that are to be intcrrogat and explained, that all the congregation may the more freely

drink in knowledge, and more frequently attend such exercises ; and that others, that are
not so fit to speak in publikp, be tryed in their knowledge, at the more private dyets of
examination, or in their families. 3. That ministers, beside publike teaching and instruct-

ing, be carefull, and make conscience to teach and instruct from house to house, and fre-

quently visite the families within their charge, on purpose for this very work ; and try
what pains parents and heads of families take to instruct such as are under them, accord-
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ing to their station ; and, if thej find them negligent herein, to admonish them ; and if,

after oftner admonition, they continue in that sinful! negligence, to bring them to more
publike admonition before the Session. 4. That the ministers and sessions of every con-
gregation see that such as have schools in their bounds exercise the young ones under
their charge in getting the Catechism by heart, which will much serve to further the
publike catechetick'doctrine. 5. And that the minister, with some of the session appoint-
ed for that effect, do, every quarter of a year, or so often as they can conveniently, visit the
schools in their bounds, to try what diligence is used in this. And if these that teach
schools shall be found negligent lierein, and after admonition sliaU continue so, that course
be taken to get them removed, and others put in their place.
The Assembly recommends to Presbyteries to be seriously thinking upon further over-

tures, which may be conduceable for making catecliizing fiuther usefull, and may serve
for promoving the knowledge of God in tlie land ; and to bring their thoughts to the next
General! Assembly.

Sess. 19, August 3, 1652, ante meridiem.—Act concerning Adnntting Expectcmia to their

Trials, and Ruling Elders to act in Presbyteries and Synods.

The General Assembly having, out of their earnest desire of the peace and unity of this

Kirk, condescended upon an Overture of Peace, and not onely propounded it to somd
brethren who were liere, opposite to the publick judicatories of this Kirk, but also in purJ
suance of that end, ordained the said overture to be presented and offered by the severall

Presbyteries or Synods, to all in their respective bounds, wlio hes protested against, and
declined, or coirseated, or adhered unto tlie jM-otestations and declinatours made against
this and the preceding General! Assemblie, and the conditions therein contained, to be re-

quired of them ; and, considering the great prejudice like to arise to this Kirk, by in-

creasing of our unhappie differences and distractions, if young men shall be admitted into
the ministry, which shall still blow the fire of contention, and continue in avowed opposition
to, and contempt of, the publick judicatories ; therefore, ordaines Presbyteries to take speciall

care, that upon the calling of any expectant to a particular charge of the ministry, before
they admit him to his trialls, they require him, under liis hand, to passe from the protes-
tations and declinatours against this and the pre<'eeding General! Assemblie, if he hath
been accessory to tlie same, and to promise and give assurance that he shall abstain
from holding up debates and controversies about matters of differences in this

Kirk, since tlie Assembly, 1650, in preaching, writing, or other wayes. Upon tlie per-

formance whereof, the Presbyterie shall proceed to his trialls, if not, in that case, the Pres-
byterie shall forbear to proceed until! the next General! Assembly, leaving liberty to tlie

Presbyterie and congregation for planting of the place otherwise. And the Assembly or-

daines and requires that Presbyteries be not sudden to lay by such young men as at first

refuses or scruples to perform these conditions mentioned, but that pains be taken upon
them to convince them of the reasonablenesse thereof, and to perswade them to embrace
them, and to give them a competent time for that effect.

Likeas the Assembly, considering the prejudice of elders commiug to Presbyteries for

strengthening a faction in opposition to the publick judicatories, ordains, that Presby-
teries shall require the same things forementioned of every ruling elder that comes to sit

and act in Presbyteries, and in case of his refusal!, shall not admit him to act as an elder in

the Presbyterie, but require the Kirk-session from which he is sent to make choise of, and
send another, who, for tljc peaeeof tliis Church, shall agree to performthe conditions required.

Sess. 20, August 3, 1652, post meridiem.—Act for putting in execution former Acts and
Constitutions of Generull Assemblies, anent Trying, Admitting, Removing, and Depos-

ing of Church Officers, Censuring of Scandalous Persons, Receiving of Penitents, and De-
barring of Persons from the Lord's Table.

The General! Assembly, considering the obligations that lyes upon all ecclesiastick judi-

catories, and ministers within this land, by the commaudement of God, and our Covenants

and engagements taken upon us before God and the world, (whereunto they resolve, in

the power of the Lord's might, constantly to adhere,) and to shew themselves faithful!

and zealous in all their administrations for the Lord, and for advancing the work of refor-

mation ; and, particularly, considering that the condition of this time doth require in speciall

wayes, that in trying, admitting, removing, and deposing of church officers, censuring of

scandalous persons, dispensing of ordinances, receiving of penitents, the rules of the Wtrd
of God, and constitutions of this Kirk, be diligently put in execution, and acuratly ob-

served.

Therefore, the Assembly ordains, that Presbyteries and Synods, in admitting of persons
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to the ministry, be acurate in their trialls, according to the order prescribed in this Church,
that none be admitted to the holy and high function but such as are qualified according
as is required in the Word of God and constitutions of this Kirk, both for knowledije in

the mysterie of godlinesse, and abilities to teach and convince the gainsayers, as also in
conversation and godlinesse, that they lay hands suddenly on no man, nor be partaker of
other men's sin ; and for this end, that every Presbyterie be careful! to have gathered together
such Acts of Assemblies as concerneth the triall of ministers, and have them before them,
whensoever any person is called to any place of the ministery, and is upon his trialls.

2. Ordaines that Presbyteries and Synods, in their respective bounds, make conscience
that such ministers as are found either ignorant, and not apt to feed the people of
God with knowledge and understanding, or erroneous in their judgement in matters
of religion, or are scandalous in their life and conversation, and are not examples unto their

flocks in godly and holy wallcing, or disaffected to the work of reformation, be censured
according to the degree of their offence and Acts of Assemblies. And for this end, that
they be frequent and acurate in visitation of kirks, and therein make consciensious use of
the rules prescribed for visitations, and of such Acts of former Assemblies, as holds forth

the duties of ministers, and the grounds and causes of censure.

3. Ordains that where ministers lawfully deposed are unlawfully admitted, and not ac-

cording to the order prescribed in the Acts of Generall Assemblies, or intrudes them-
selves into places, Presbyteries and Synods make use of tliat power and authoritv which
Christ hes put in their hands, to remediothe same, and to censure such disorders and en-*

ormities as they deserve ; and that people be not accessory unto, or concurring with any
ministers that are deposed, in intruding themselves into places, nor give them any coun-
tenance that does so, as they would not di-aw upon themselves the wrath of God, by con-

temning and despising Christ's ordinance of discipline ; and that no Presbyteries nor
Synods proceed to open the mouths of, or re-admit unto the ministery, any deposed mini-

' sters, but according to the order prescribed in the Acts of Generall Assemblies, as they
will be answerable unto the Generall Assemblie.

4. Ordaines that sessions be carefull that none be admitted to be elders iu congregations

but sucli as are in some competent measure able and qualified, with knowledge of religion,

and understanding of the duties of their calling, for discharging the duties of that office,

and of a blamelesse Christian and godly conversation. And that before any be admitted
to be an elder, the person's name that is designed be publickly intimate to the congrega-
tion the Lord's Day before, that if any have any thing to object against him, they may
come and present the same to the session or to the minister. And that if any elder be
found negligent in the duties of his charge, and continue so after admonition, or scandalous

in his life and conversation, or to be a neglecter of the worship of God in his family, he
be removed fi'om, and purged out of the session.

5. Ordaines that Sessions and Presbyteries be carefuU, and make conscience by all means
to censure impartially all persons of whatsoever rank or condition that are scandalous,

either in things of the First, or in things of the Second Table, according to the rules and
order which Christ hath prescribed in his Word, and to proceed to the highest censures

with such as are grossely and obstinatly scandalous, or are ignorant, and contemn and con-

tinuedly neglect the means of knowledge, as publike and private catechizing, &c., after

they are made inexcusable by sufficient means used to reclaim and gain them.

6. Ordaines that ministers and sessions in congregations be carefull, as they will be
answerable to Christ Jesus, to debar from the Lord's Table all such persons as are found
not to walk sutably to the Gospel, and being convinced and admonished thereof, do not

reform ; as also all such as have not knowledge to examine themselves, and to discern the

Lord's body. And that for the more orderly performing of this, the minister, in examina-
tion of the people, have some of the elders alwayes with him, and represent unto the ses-

sion such as are found grossely ignorant, that by order of the session they may be de-
•. barred.

7. That Presbyteries and Sessions make conscience that such persons as are found

1
scandalous, and are under censure for that cause, be not received nor absolved from their

censure, unlesse they give such satisfaction and evidences of their repentance as are ex-

pressed iu the Acts of the Assemblies concerning the receiving of penitents.

J. Makghie.

7 G

,
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No. II.

ADMONITION AND INFORMATION RESPECTING THE PROFANATION
OF THE LORD'S DAY.

At Edinburgh, tlie 2Cth day of May, 1794 years. Which day, the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland having called for the Report of their Committee appointed to

consider the Overtures from the Presbytery of St Andrews, and Synod of Perth and Stir-

ling, respecting the Profanation of the Lord's Day, tlie same was given in and read ; to-

gether with the Opinion of his Majesty's Solicitor-General, given at the request of the

said committee, in the absence of the Procurator of the Church, who was confined by
severe illness. Which Report and Opinion having been considered by the Assembly, the

said Opinion, together with extracts from the different Acts of Parliament therein referred

to, are, in name and by authority of the General Assembly, hereunto subjoined ; and the

whole is ordered to be printed, that copies may be distributed by the special committee
appointed for that purpose among the several Presbyteries of this Church : And, at the

same time, Presbyteries are enjoined to circulate the copies hereof transmitted to them
throughout their several bounds, for the information of all concerned ; and to act in other

respects conformably to the power vested in them, in such a prudent manner as shall

.seem best calculated for checking the further profanation of the holy Sabbath. And the

Assembly, thinking it expedient to confine the prosecutions which it may be necessary to

carry on, to those cases which shall be judged to be proper subjects of prosecution by the

several Presbyteries, it is particularly recommended to the inferior judicatories of the

Church, that no prosecution shall be raised, at the instance of any minister or kirk-ses-

sion, or of any person appointed by them, without the special advice and consent of the

Presbytery of the bounds, after the said Presbytery shall have deliberately considered the

case. And the General Assembly, impressed with the warmest sense of gratitude to the

Divine Author of our faith, for the appointment of that day which was made for man,
and reflecting with much satisfaction upon the advantages which the people of this coun-

try have derived from that devout observance of the Lord's Day by which tliey have long

been distinguished, do earnestly beseech and admonish all ranks to resist, by their ex-

ample and their influence, every violation of that day, and every attempt to diminish the

veneration in wliich it is held : in particular, they admonish parents, as they value the

most essential interests of those who are dearest to them ; and masters and heads of

families, as they desire to preserve their servants from those habits and practices which
are most destructive of the good order of society, to employ every method which appears

to them most winning and etfectual for rendering the stated returns of the Lord's Day
subservient to the instruction and improvement of the children, apprentices, and servants,

over whom they have influence.

OPINION of his Majesty s Solicitor- General respecting the Observance of the Sabbath Day.

The statutes now in force, witli respect to the observance of the Sabbath Day, appear

to me to be suflicient for checking the evil complained of. The statutes which I mean
are the following :—Act IGGl, c. 18 ; 1072, c. 22 ; 1G!)3, c. 40 ; 16'J5, c. 13 ; and Act i

1701, c. 11.

By these statutes, every person guilty of profaning the Sabbath Day, in any manner
j

whatever, is made liable in a pecuniary penalty, toties qxtoties, to be recovered by prose-

!

cution before sheriff's, justices of peace, or any other judge ordinary. And the minister of

every parish, the kirk-session, or the presbytery, or a person named by them, is entitled

to prosecute.

There appears, therefore, to be no defect in the law as it stands, if duly executed. And
the power of enforcing execution is lodged with tlie Church judicatories themselves. Perhaps
it might be proper to cause print the above statutes, and transmit copies thereof to the

different presbyteries, so that due notification may be given to all concerned.

(Signed) Robert Blair.

Edinburgh, 2ith Man 1794.
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The following are the Acts of Parliament, and part of Acts, referred to in the above
Opinion :

—

Anno lOGl, c. \8.—Act for the Due Olscrcation of the Sabbath Bay.

The King's Majesty, considering how much it concerns the honour of God that the
Sabbath Day be duly observed, and all abuses thereof restrained

; and that, notwithstand-
ing of several Acts of Parliament made in that behalf, particularly the third Act of the
sixth Parliament of King James the Sixth, of blessed memory, the said day hath been
much prophaned by salmond-fishing, going of salt-pans, milnes, and killes, hiring of
shearers, and using of merchandise on that day, and otherwaycs : Therefore, our Soverciffu
Lord, with the advice and consent of his Estates of Parliament, ratifies and approves all

former Acts of Parliament, made for observation of the Sabbath Day, and an-ainst the
breakers thereof; and, by these presents, inhibits and discharges all salmond-fishino-,
going of salt-pans, milns, or killes ; all hiring of shearers, carrying of loads, keeping of
mercats, or using any sorts of merchandise on the said day, and all other profanation
thereof whatsoever, under the pains and penalties following, viz., the sum of twenty pounds
Scots for the going of ilk salt-pan, miln, or kill, on the said day, to be paid by the heritors
and possessors thereof ; and the sum of ten pounds for ilk shearer and fisher of salmond
on the said day—the one half thereof to be paid by the hirers and conducers, and the
other half by the persons hired ; and the said sum of ten pounds for every other profana-
tion of the said day ; and which fines and penalties are to be uplifted and disposed of in
manner contained in the Act and Instructions anent the Justices of Peace.

Anno 1672, c. 22.

—

Act against Profaneness.

Our Sovereign Lord, considering the many and great violations of the law of God, and
of the laws of this kingdom, established by his Majesty and his royal predecessors, against
cursing, swearing, &o., profanation of the Lord's Day, mocking or reproaching of religion,

and the exercises thereof ;— it is hereby statute and ordained, that besides the exercise
of Church discipline, according to the laws and practice used in tliis Church, in every
paroch within royal burgh, or wherein any of his Majesty's Privy Council or Lords of
Session, Sheriff, Lord, or Bailiff of Regality, or their deputes or commissaries, have their

re.sidence. or keep courts, that the saids Counsellors or Lords of Session, Magistrates of
such burghs, the Sheriffs, and the Lords and Bailiffs of Regalities, or their deputes, the
Commissaries, or any Justice of Peace, they, or any one or more of them, execute or
cause execute the saids laws, against such delinquents in the several paroches where tliey

reside, as shall be dilated to them by the kirk-sessions, or other Church judicatories.
Providing always, likeas it is hereby provided, that the minister and kirk-session, witli

the heritors of each parisli, or such of them as, upon ])ublic intimation by tlie minister
from the pulpit, upon eight days' warning, shall meet with the minister, and his assistants

in discipline, have the nomination of a collector, who is to receive and compt for the fines

so imposed ; excepting to the royal burghs the nomination of their collectors, who have
been accustomed so to nominate, they always being accomptable, as other collectors, for

the uses after specified : And where there be any paroches in whicli there is none of the
saids above-named persons in authority resident, the minister and kirk-session, and heri-

tors of the parish, or major part of them, who shall convene, upon public intimation
by the minister, upon eight days' warning, sliall nominate, so often as they see cause,

a person resident within the parocli, whom they find most fit for executing of the saids

statutes, and sliall, under their hand, ofl'er the person so chosen to the Sheriffs, Lords,
and I5ailitfs of Regalities, Stewarts, Commissaries, having the ordinary jurisdiction of

that place, who are hereby authorised to give commission and deputation to the per-

sons so chosen for conveening the persons transgressors of the foresaids statutes, and
to judge them according to law. And it is hereby declared, that all execution shall

pass upon the decreets and sentences of the saids judges and commissioners, as do cr

may pass upon the decreets or sentences of Shcrifo, Bailiffs of Royalty or Regalitv,

for executing of the saids statutes, conform to the tenor thereof in all points. With
power to the said minister, kirk session, and heretors of each paroch, conveened in man-
ner aforesaid, to modifie and appoint such part and portion of the sums arising by tlie

saids decreets to the collectors nominat by them for tlieir services, as they sliall find "just,

according to their pains and diligence. And it is hereby declared, that the remainder
of the saids sums shall belong to, and be made use of for, the poor of each paroch rwpeo-
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the. in manner following, viz., the one-half thereof for the use of the poor of each paroch,
to be sent to the correction-houses, for being bred to lawful trades, conform to an Act of

Parliament made in this session of Parliament ; and for which the collector shall be
comptable to the heretors of each paroch, and shall deliver to them receipts from the
masters of the correction-houses of the one-half of the saids sums, towards the allowance
of the said poor people, appointed to be payed out of each paroch by the said Act ; and
the other half of the saids fines shall belong to the poor of each paroch respective, who,
by the said Act, by reason of their age or infirmity, are appointed to be entertained with-
in each paroch by the contributions at the paroch kirk, and for which the saids collectors

are to be comptable to the minister and kirk-session of each paroch, or to the elders

during the vacancy ; and to be applied by them for the use of the poor, as they shall

see cause.

Anno 1693, c. 40.

—

Act against Profaneness.

Our Sovereign Lord and Lady, taking to their serious consideration the profanity and
immoralities that so much at present abound, and how much it concerns the glory of God,
the honour of the Protestant religion, and the good and peace of the kingdom, that they
be repressed and restrained ; do, therefore, with advice and consent of the Estates of Par-
liament, hereby ratify and revive all Acts of Parliament formerly made against Sabbath-
breaking, prophane and idle swearing, drunkenness, or other immoralities whatsoever, or-

daining the same to bo put to strict execution with all diligence. And for the better

effectuating thereof, do hereby empower and ordain every Presbytery within this king-
dom to appoint one or more within their respective bounds, whom they shall think fit to

choise, to take notice of the foresaid vices and immoralities, and to dilate and prosecute
the persons guilty thereof before the magistrates of the bounds, conform to the tenors of

the saids Acts ; and allowing to them, out of the fines and penalties that shall be incurred,

not only their whole charges and expences of the said prosecutions, but also such further

rewards as the Lords of their Majesty's Privy Council shall think fit.

Anno 1695, c. 13.

—

Act against Profaneness.

Our Sovereign Lord and Estates of Parliament, considering that the twenty-fifth Act
of the second session of this current Parliament, intituled. Act against Profaneness, and
the Acts generally and particularly therein ratified, has not taken the wished etiect,

through the negligence of the magistrates, officers, and others concerned to put the same
in execution ; do hereby authorise, and strictly require and enjoin all Sheriffs and their

deputes, Stewarts and their deputes, Bailies of bailiaries and regalities, and their deputes,

^Magistrates of burghs royal, and Justices of Peace, within whose bounds any of the sins

forbidden by the said laws shall happen to be committed, to put the saids Acts to exai;t

and punctual execution at all times, without necessity of any dispensation, and against all

persons, whether officers, soldiers, or others, without exception ; witli this certification, that
such of the saids judges as shall refuse, neglect, or delay, to put the saids laws in execu-
tion, upon application of any minister or kirk-session, or any person in their name, giving
information, and offering sufficient probation against the off'ender, that every one of the

saids judges so refusing, neglecting, or delaying, shall, toties quoties, be subject and liable

to a fine of one hundred pound Scots, to be applied for behoof of the poor of the parish
where the scandal complained on was committed : declaring hereby that the agent for the
Kirk, the minister of the parish, or any other person having warrand from him, or from
the kirk-scssion withi)i the parish whereof the scandal complained on was committed, shall

have good interest to pursue, before the Lords of Session, any of the foresaid judges who
shall happen to refuse, neglect, or delay, to put the saids laws against profaneness to exact
and punctual execution, who are hereby ordained to proceed summarily without the order
of the roll : and that it shall be a sufficient probation of their refusal, neglect, or delay, if

the pursuer instruct, by an instrument under a nottar's hand, and witnesses thereto sub-
Boribing, and deponing thereupon, that he did inform the saids judges of the saids scandal,

and ottered a sufficient probation thereof, unless the- judge so pursued condescend and in-

struct that, within the space of ten days after the said application, he gave order to cite

the party complained on to compear before him within the space of ten days ; and that, at

the day of compearance, he was ready and willing to have taken cognition and trial of the
scandal complained on, and iustruct and condescend on a relevant reason why the saidaJ

laws were pot put in execution ag'ainst the person complained on.
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Anno 1701, c. 11.

—

Act against Profaneness.

_
Ratifies and approves the Acts following, viz., the Act of Parliament, 1672, in-

tituled, Act against Profaneness, whereby all niember.s of his Majesty's Privy Council, or
Lords of Session, with all judges ordinary, having their residence, or keeping courts in

any paroch, are ordained to execute, or cause execute, the said laws against any such de-
linquents therein as shall be dilated to them by the kirk-sessions or other Church judica-
tories, with power to the kirk-session and heritors to name a collector of the fines ; as also,

where none of the foresaid persons in authority reside, to nominate a person resident
within the paroch, wliom they shall offer to the judge ordinary of tlie bounds, to the end
he may grant them a deputation to the eflfect foresaid : As likewise to modify and appoint
such fees to the said collectors out of tlie saids fines as they shall find just, and that the
remainder of the saids fines be applied for the use of the poor, in manner specified in the
said Act. The Act of Parliament, 1693, also intituled, Act against Profaneness, whereby
every Presbytery within this kingdom is empowered and ordained to appoint one or more
within their respective bounds to take notice of all vices and immoralities, and to dilate

and prosecute the persons guilty, conform to the tenor of the former Acts ; and allowing
to them, out of the fines, not only their whole expenses, but such rewards as the Lords of

Privy Council shall think fit. The Act 1595, likewise intitiJed, Against Profaneness,

whereby all the judges ordinary and their deputes, and aU Justices of Peace, within whose
bounds any of the said offences shaU happen, are authorised and enjoyned to put the said

Acts against Profaneness to exact and punctual execution at aU times, without necessity

of any dispensation ; and against all persons, whether officers, soldiers, or others, without

exception ; with certification, that any of the said judges that shall refuse or neglect to

put the said laws in execution, upon the application of any minister, kirk-session, or any
person in their name, informing and offering sufficient probation, he shall be liable and
subject, toties quoties, to a fine of one hundred pound Scots for the poor of the paroch
where the scandal happened ; declaring that the agent for the Kirk, the minister or kirk-

session of the paroch, or any having their warrand, shall have good interest to pursue,

before the Lords of Session, any of the said judges refusing or neglecting as said is ;

and that the said refusal or neglect shall be sufficiently proven by an instrument under
a nottar's hand, and witnesses subscribing, and deponing that the said information was
given, and probation offered ; as the said Act more fuUy bears. And, lastly, the Act
169G, also mtituled, Act against Profaneness, in the haill lieads, articles, and clauses

thereof, aU which laws and Acts of Parliament generally and particulaidy above nar-

rated, his Majestj", with advice and consent foresaid, ordains to be put to strict and
punctual execution in all points ; and farder, all ministers, and kirk-sessions, and heri-

tors concerned, are hereby required and ordained to do and act their parts faithfully

in the premises, as they will be answerable ; and in case any person shall be excom-
municate for not answering, or for not obeying and satisfying the Church, when pro-

cessed before them for profaneness and immorality, or in case that any person, cited on
the account foresaid, shall be declared by the Church to be contumacious, then, and in

either of these cases, his Majesty, with advice and consent foresaid, statutes and or-

dains, that, upon application made by a Presbytery, Provincial Synod, or C4eneral

Assembly, to his Majesty's Privy Council, representing the same, the Lords of Privy
Council shall represent the said matter to his Majesty, that he may be duly informed
anent the foresaid person found guilty or contumacious, as said is, as a person not fit

to be employed or continued in any place of public trust, civil or military.

The above printed under the inspection of the Special Committee appointed for
that purpose, and ordered to be transmitted to thi several I'resbyteries.

Andkew Dalzel, Gl. Ecsl. Scot.
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No. III.

WARNING AND ADMONITION TO THE PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND, BY
THE COMMISSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, MET AT EDIN-
BURGH, MARCH 1, 1798.

The Commission of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, in conformity to

the instructions which tliey received, " to advert to the interest of the Church upon every

occasion," have met at a season which summons all the friends of every civil and religious

establishment arouud their standards ; and while other orders of men, roused by tlic

dangers which threaten their country, are making every exertion to diffuse the public spirit

which their own conduct displays, the Commission judge it their indispensable duty to

issue this Warning and Admonition to the people under their charge in the different

parishes of Scotland.

In the arduous contest in which we are at present engaged, we have not as yet met with

any national disaster ; but, while the other states of Europe, intimidated by the progress I

of the French arms, are bending under the yoke, we have hitherto been able to protect I

our commerce, and to ward off the hostilities which have been directed against our shores.
|

While, brethren, you celebrate the gallantry of our seamen, the vigilance and activity of

our naval administration, the skill and alertness of our commanders ; while you honour,

with daily expressions of your good will, the illustrious heroes who led to victory, and pay

every tribute to the memory of the brave and faithful men who fell in the cause of their

country ;—amidst the acknowledgments due to human exertions, look up to Him whom
the wind and the seas obey. Recollect the circumstances which render the time and

the measure of a naval victory completely dependent upon the will of Heaven. In the

train of success which has attended us round the globe, mark the continued interposition

of Providence for our defence ; and, after the example of the noble admirals who, in the

presence of their Sovereign, presented upon the altar of God the colours which have been

won in the great naval engagements of tins war, let all ranks of men unite in saying,
" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name be the glory

!"

Tlie succession of naval victories, wliich we trust, brethren, you recoUect with pious

gratitude, lias fiUed our enemies with rage. They are indignant that there is one nation

in Europe over whicli, in the unexampled career of their fortune, they have never gained

any advantage ; which lias persevered in opposing its influence to the wild progress of their

ambition, and has had the magnanimity to extend its views to the independence of

Europe, and the liberties of mankind. They are indignant that there is one free govern-

ment which repudiates their false maxims ; one established constitution whicli exposes the

chimerical nature of their system ; one happy country, where tlie complete security whicli

the subject derives from the legal administration of justice, forms a striking contrast to

the precarious tenure by wliich every man holds his life, iiis property, and his place in

society, under the unlimited despotism which has been engrafted upon their doctrines of

liberty and equality. They have declared that the French Republic and the British Go-

vernment cannot subsist together. They are collecting on their coasts a great army,

wliich, with a view both to insult and to intimidate us, they call " The Army of England ;"

and, having rejected the equitable terms whicli we offered, without proposing, in their

turn, any plan of pacification, they boast that they will send this army to dictate in Lon-

don the terms upon which they will condescend to give us peace.

After these declarations of the enemy, the war is not, on our part, a matter of choice :

it is a war which the first law of nature, the great duty of self-preservation, renders just

and necessary : it is a war not for wealth, for distant possessions, for commercial advan-

tages : it is a war in defence of all the blessings which we have received from heaven

—

in defence of the honour, the independence, the existence of the nation. Imagine not,

brethren, that it is only a temporary interruption of your tranquillity which you have

reason to dread. The enemies with whom you now contend come to seize your property,

to lay waste your lands, and to repay the armies which invade you with the spoil. In the

fury of their rapine, they will make no distinction ; but the houses of the peasant and the

landlord, of the farmer and the cottager, will be consumed in one flame. They come to

wrest out of our hands the dominion of the sea, to annihilate our commerce, to render us

completely subject to their power, and to reduce Great Britain to the condition of Venice,
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Trhich, after pretending to make free, they sold to the Emperor ; of Holland, which their
friendship has ruined

; of the combination of States, called the Cisalpine Republic, which
hold a precarious existence under the protection of a victorious French General.' They
wage war against your form of gOTernment

; and, if they accomplish their designs, you
wiU be no longer a free people. Instead of that security which every man enjoys, by
knowing that he cannot be condemned till liis conduct has been fuUy investigated, and
the sentence of a jury has pronounced him guilty, there will be substituted the mandates
of a government which, under the pretext of liberty, sets no bounds to its despotism ;

which, without even the form of a trial, sends the suspected to public or to secret death,'
to prison or to banishment ; which confiscates their effects, and extends its persecution to
aU their connections. Instead of a subordination of ranks, which we know to be the best
guard of liberty, by which no man is excluded from rising to riches and honour, and the
different orders of the state minister to the subsistence, the protection, and the enjoyments
of one another, there will be an equality of wretchedness, in which the rich are stripped of
their property

; the poor, without being permitted to share in the spoil, are deprived of
their comforts

; and all are alike subjected to arbitrary requisition, to insult, and oppres-
sion. Your enemies come, brethren, not only to dethrone your King, and to dismiss
your Parliament, but they come to overthrow that religion which you and your fathers
have pi-ofessed, and the free exercise of which is one of the rights of a British subject.
They wage war against the Scriptures which you revere ; against the God in whom you
trust. They have effaced from their calendar that day upon which Christians have, from
the beginning, celebrated the resurrection of the Lord Jesus ; and they are endeavouring
to obliterate every memorial of the Christian religion. All religious establishment of
every kind, all Christian belief and worship, they ridicule and proscribe. Were their
impious threatenings to prevail, in those churches where you are now met, you would as-

semble no more ; the voice of your pastors would never again be heard there. Instead of
the cheering, consoling, elevating doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, there would be pub-
licly inculcated in this land that gloomy, degrading system, which banishes mind from
the universe, which declares that death is an eternal sleep, and that beyond the grave
there is no punishment to the wicked, no reward to the righteous, no recompence for the
troubles of life. The sound instruction of the Scriptures would yield to the delusive doc-
trines of a false philosophy, which shakes the security of government, destroys the inno-
cence and tranquillity of private life, and gives licence to a multitude of crimes : and the
dereliction of every religious principle would, in this country, be accompanied with the
same brutality of rage, and the same flagitiousness of conduct, which have appeared in
the atrocious deeds that have marked the progress of the French Revolution. Nor would
it be in your power, brethren, to fly, as many inhabitants of France have fled, from these
horrors ; for whitlier could you go ? If this island become a province of France, there will

be no longer an asylum for the wretched ; no otlier habitation of religion, truth, and
justice ; but one sound of tumult and uproar will be heard around the globe.
We beseech you, brethren, seriously to consider the dangers of which we have given

you a faithful picture. And we earnestly recommend it to all the ministers of this

National Church to endeavour, by public and private instruction, to impress 3'our minds
with a sense of tlie duty which, in such circumstances, you owe to your country ; and to
encourage people of all ranks to resolve, like our King and liis two Houses of Parliament,
that they will stand or fall with our religion, our laws, and liberties. Is there a Briton
whose heart will not accord with such admonitions ? Is this a time to contend about
political differences, when we are struggling for the very existence of the nation ? Shall
speculative improvements of the best constitution in the world, shall attachment to a
party, or private dissatisfaction, unnerve the British arm, and lay our side open to the
dagger of the foe ? We liave seen, with much satisfaction, the voluntary associations for

the defence of the country, in which persons of rank and property, mingling with mer-
chants, manufacturers, and mechanics, form a body of men trained to the use of arms,
who, without forsaking the occupations of peace, are ready to repress internal tumult,
and to guard our shores against the approach of the foe. We behold, witli equal de-
light, another expression of the same patriotic spirit, in the alacrity with which money
is furnished for the public service. While the taxes that have been lately imposed do
not, in the smallest degree, affect the lower orders of the community, those who pay the
largest share of them are so far from complaining of the burden created by the de-

mands of the State, that we see them pressing forward to testify their zeal in the
common cause, liy the voluntary contribution of a large portion of their income. It

is wise to think, that wealth cannot be so profitably expended as in preserving all that
renders existence desirable : it is virtuous to learn private frugality from the extent of
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the national expenditure : it is magnanimous to relinquish every paltry scheme of hoard-

ing up superfluities and savings when all is at stake, and to trust that every sacrifice

will be abundantly recompensed by the gratitude of the country, and a share in the

national prosperity. Let those who are restrained by the narrowness of their income,

or the demands of their families, from emulating the liberality of their brethren, be

the more solicitous to exhibit every display of public spirit which their situation admits.

A season of danger, of alarm, and national exertion, is a time when the laws should

reign supreme ; when every man should be found at his post, waiting in silence to receive

the orders which may be given him
;
prompt in yielding obedience, and ready to lend

to the community aU his talents and all his vigour. At such a time, all who love their

country, forgetting former quarrels, should, without recrimination, encourage one ano-

ther under every hardship, and bear, without murmuring, evei'v burden. Let every

sinner think, that he adds to the sum of national guilt, and conspires, in his place, to

draw down the vengeance of Heaven upon the land which nourishes him. Let the fri-

volous manners, the languid, careless, selfish spirit, and that corruption of the whole

character, which the continuance of peace and national prosperity tends to foster, yield

the place which they have usurped in this country to those manly virtues which tlio

pressure of the times demands. Maintain, brethren, a secret regard to all the rights of

your neighbours : abandon every vicious pursuit ; and concentre, in love to your coun-

try, those affections which, at other times, follow after vanity. By this union of senti-

ment and of efi'ort you will expose the falseliood of that insidious distinction which our

enemies affect to draw between the government and the people of Britain ; and j'ou

will exhibit to their view a nation whom their emissaries were not able to corrupt,!

whom their boasting has not intimidated, and whom the history of their eventful Revo-j

lution is daily confirming in attachment to that unrivalled constitution, of which, witli

an envious eye and an usurping hand, they attempt to rob us.

Let a firm faith in the superintending Providence of God establish your minds, bred

thren, in perfect tranquillity, with regard to the issue of the present contest. To resist thf

rude attack of the spoiler, to set bounds to lawless ambition, and to prolong the reign ol

order and justice, is a duty which God hath imposed, a service which accords with tha^

whole plan of His righteous administration, a work which He approves, and which He
will bless. The combination of His enemies cannot shako the pillars of His everlasting

throne. The Church of Chri.st is founded upon a " rock, against which the gates of hell

shall not prevail ;" and, notwithstanding the assertions and efforts of infidelity, the public

establishment of Christianity shall continue to be the barrier erected by the God of truth

ao^ainst the return of idolatry and superstition. " He that is higher than the highest re-

gardeth, and there be higher than they."—" Ho boholdeth mischief and spite to requite

them with His hand."—" He hath bent His bow ;" and when His time is come, " He will

make ready His arrows upon the strings," and " will find out them that hate Him." By
continuing our successes at sea. He may stiU turn the battle from our gates : or, if He
has destined that upon our own land we are to contend, wliether Great Britain shall retain

its rank amongst the nations of the earth, or become an appendage of the French Republic,

He may employ the confusion and destruction which await the invader as an instrument of

accelerating the return of peace. Be not afraid, brethren, of the threats of the foe ; but
" sanctify the Lord of Hosts himself, and let Him bq your fear, and let Him be your

dread." Recollect the glorious struggle by which your ancestors purchased the blessings

of a free government ; and, proving yourselves worthy of tlie precious inheritance which

they have transmitted to you, trust in that arm which made them strong. " Remem-
ber the Lord whicli is great and terrible ; and fight for your brethren, your sons and your

daughters, your wives and your houses." Set up your banners in His name, and He
will spread over you His impenetrable shield. " The right hand of the Lord, which doth

valiantly," shall again overthrow those who rise up against you ; and your children's

children shall, in this land, worship the God of their fathers. Amen.

The above Warning and Admonition having been read and fuUy considered, was
unanimously approved by the Commission of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland ; and they appoint the same to be forthwith printed,

and copies thereof sent to all the Ministers of this Church ; who are hereby

appointed to read the same from their respective pulpits, on Thursday next,

the 8th of this present month, the day appointed for a National Fast, or on

the fii'St Lord's Bay after it comes to their hands. Subscribed by

William Gbeenfield, Moderator.
Andrew Dalzel, Oik.
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No. IV.

EEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ANENT
THE GAELIC BIBLE.

Edinhurgh, May 18, 1826.

Which day the General Assembly's Committee on the Gaelic Scriptures met in the So-
ciety's Hall, according to appointment. Present, Rev. Dr Campbell of Edinburgh, Con-
vener

; Rev. Principal Macfarlan of Glasgow ; Rev. Dr Anderson of Edinburgh ;' Rev.
John Stewart of Blair-Athole ; Rev. John Macdonald of Urquhart ; Rev. Colin Macvean
of Kenmore

; and the Rev. Mr Macarthur of Dairsie ; and having appointed Principal
Macfarlan Preses, there was laid before them a Report of the Directors of the Society in
Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, announcing the completion of the Quarto
Edition of the Gaelic Bible, with an Octavo Edition of the New Testament in tlie same
type, and a revised metrical version of tiie Psalms and Paraphrases.

REPOB T of the Directors of the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge,
to the Committee of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, on the Quarto Gaelic
Bible.

It affords the Directors great satisfaction to report to the Committee, that the printing
of the whole of the Scriptures in Quarto, and also of the New Testament in Octavo, has lately

been completed.

On this work being finished, it was suggested to the Directors by a member of the Com-
mittee, that, to render the work still more complete and useful, it would be very desirable

to have the metrical version of the Psalms and Paraphrases revised and printed along with
it. This measure appeared to be indispensably necessary, as there were in circulation two
editions of the Psalms, which differed materially from each other, and which, on this ac-

count, produced much inconvenience. In order to remove this inconvenience, the Directors,

with the unanimous consent and advice of the Committee, resolved to publish a version

of the Psalter, which should unite the merits of both editions already referred to, and
which, if approved and sanctioned by the General Assembly, might be adopted as the

standard version.

This has been accordingly executed. And as great care has been taken to correct tho
errors of former editions,—to improve the harmony of the verse,—and to restore the literal

rendering of passages that had been paraphrased, as well as to expunge, so far as was pos-

sible, obsolete and Irish words, the Directors confidently hope that this edition of the Psalter

will meet the views of all parties, and that, under the sanction of the General Assembly, it

may be adopted in public worship in all the Churches and Chapels of Ease in the Highlands
of Scotland.

Two copies of the whole Scriptures in Quarto, and two copies of the New Testament in

Octavo, each accompanied with a version of the Psalms and Paraphrases, thus revised and
corrected, are ready to be laid upon the table of the General Assembly.

In closing their final report, tho Directors believe that a brief statement of a few facts,

illustrating the progress of this undertaking, may not be unacceptable to the Committee,

and may afford some information to those who had not an opportunity of being much ac-

quainted with the various steps which led to its present termination.

The version of the New Testament, by the Rev. James Stuart of KiUin, was published

in 1767 ; and the Old Testament was published at different times in four parts, and con-

cluded in 1801.

The Directors found it necessary to yield to the sentiments and wishes strongly expressed

by many respectable individuals conversant with Gaelic literature, for an improved edition

of the fourth part of the Old Testament, containing the prophetical books, which should

be more literal, and more conformable to the original Hebrew text. This service having

been declined by the Rev. John Stuart of Luss, by wliom the third part liad been trans-

lated, and the two preceding carefully revised, the Directors tlien applied to tlic Rev. A.

Stewart, minister of Dingwall, who cheerfully undertook the work proposed ; and, accord-

7 H^
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ingly, a new edition of the Old Testament, including the fourth part revised and corrected,
was published in 1807.

After the publication of the second edition of the Old Testament, it was suggested by
the learned and pious translator, that a new edition, carefully revised, and receiving all

the improvements of which the version was still susceptible, would be a work of great im-
portance, and highly beneficial to our countrymen in the Highlands. In this measure,
Dr Stuart was warmly encouraged by the Society, and every facility afforded him for its

execution. The assistance of his friend, the Rev. A. Stewart of Dingwall, whose qualifica-

tions for the service were well understood, and highly appreciated by all conversant with
Oriental and Celtic literature, was requested and obtained ; and in him he found an able
and willing coadjutor. The plan of a new and improved edition of the Gaelic Scriptures
was then submitted to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in May 1815. The
Assembly approved of the plan, and appointed a committee to superintend the progress of
the work.

In May 1821, a portion of the revised and improved translation, containing the Penta-
teuch, and extending to the third chapter of First Samuel, was laid on the table of the Ge-
neral Assembly. At this period, the unexpected and deeply lamented death of the two
gentlemen who had been engaged in the undertaking, within a few days of each other, in-

volved the whole business in great confusion. By all who were best acquainted with its

nature, the loss thus sustained was considered as irreparable. Though different gentlemen
were known as distinguished by their acquirements in Oriental and Celtic literature, yet
there was none whose qualifications were universally acknowledged to be so pre-eminent as

to procure from him that confidence from Gaelic scholars, which had been enjoyed by Dr
Stuart, Luss, and by his friend, Mr Stewart of Dingwall. In these circumstances, the mem-
bers of the Assembly's Committee unanimously recommended, that the plan of a revised and
improved version should be relinquished, and that a reprint of the last edition, without any
alteration on the text, should be undertaken with as little delay as possible. It was pro-

posed, however, that the few instances of Irisli phrases or idioms, occurring chiefly in the

prophetical books, should be altered, and that tlie whole orthography should be conformed
to that of the Pentateuch ; whicli had been superintended by Dr Stuart himself. In this

view, the Directors and the Society judged it their duty to acquiesce, and the plan was after-

wards sanctioned by the General Assembly in May 1822.
This resolution was the more easily adopted, as the specimen of the corrected version pub-

lished by Dr Stuart himself, although certainly improved, did not contain corrections which
were either so numerous or of such importance as materially to affect the sense ; and by
this means a perfect uniformity in the Gaelic text was happily preserved.

In entering on this work, tlie Directors felt themselves peculiarly happy in being able to

secure the services of Mr John Macdonald, preacher of the Gospel, who had been for se-

veral years employed by Dr Stuart in correctmg the press for the Quarto Gaelic Bible, and
whose intimate acquaintance with Dr Stuart's principles of translation, and the rules which
he prescribed to himself in printing the Bible, rendered him peculiarly well qualified for

the undertaking. Mr Macdonald has been enabled to bring this important work to a con-

clusion, with the entire and cordial approbation of aU the members of the Committee ; and
to his minute accuracy and indefatigable attention, it is indebted for that high degree of

excellence which it is acknowledged to possess.

It was found that the Irish phrases and idioms abounded much more in the New Testa-

ment than in the Old. Dr Stuart, in his revised Translation, had uniformly expunged them,

wheresoever they occurred ; insomuch, that not a single instance of the kind is to be found

in the Pentateuch. This was a decisive proof of his own judgment in the case : And the

Committee of the General Assembly unanimously judged it proper that the same alterations

should be made in the New Testament ; and that phrases and idioms purely Gaelic should

be exclusively used, in order that a perfect uniformity might be maintained through the

whole of the Scriptures.

Thus the Directors have endeavoured, to the utmost of their power, to avail themselves

of the means within their reach, for rendering the present edition of the Gaelic Scriptures

as perfect as possible. Though this work may not possess all the advantages it would have

derived from the gentlemen originally employed in conducting it, had it pleased God to

prolong their lives ; yet the Directors are assured, by gentlemen well qualified to judge of

Its merits, that it is marked by such superior excellence, as will render it a precious and

acceptable gift to their Highland countrymen, and secure for it lasting and extensive use-

fulness. To the members of the Assembly's Committee, they beg leave to express peculiar

gratitude, sensible as they are how much the work is indebted to their minute attention

and indefatigable diligence, in superintending its progress. The unanimity, alacrity, aud

I
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zeal, with which they co-operated in furthering the revised edition of the Psalter, the Di-
rectors are willing to consider as a proof of the fidelity with which the whole work has been
conducted, and as affording a favourable presage of the approbation of the venerable Assem-
bly, and of its usefulness and acceptableness to our countrymen at large.

The Directors look up with unfeigned gratitude and thanksgiving to that Divine Provi-
dence who has so graciously delivered them from the apprehensions with which, at one time,

they were ready to be overwhelmed, and has permitted them to see the work now brought
to so happy a termination. May He crown its circulation with His effectual blessing, and
render His Holy Word the means of eternal life to generations long to come.

J. Campbell, Convener.

The Committee, on receiving this report, feel themselves called on to express their high
gratification in the information which it contains, and their gratitude to Him by whose
blessing this important work has at length been completed. They beg leave to state to the

General Assembly their approbation of the report, with their sense of the smgular zeal,

energy, and perseverance, which the Directors of the Society have shown, during the pro-

gress of this undertaking, and the accuracy and fidelity with which Mr Macdonald has dis-

charged the important duty entrusted to him.

The Committee further beg leave to recommend, that the General Assembly, if they see

proper, authorise this version of the Scriptures, with that of the Psalter, to be used exclu-

sively in all the churches and chapels within their bounds in which public worship is con-

ducted in the Gaelic language.

D. Macfarlan, Preset.

No. V.

PASTORAL ADMONITION ON THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE
SABBATH.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland having taken into consideration the
evil of Sabbath Profanation, as described in the Report of their Committee on that sub-
ject, resolved to issue the following Pastoral Admonition, which is hereby required to be
publicly read by all the ministers of this Church, from their respective pulpits, on the first

Lord's Day after receiving printed copies of the same.

John Lee, CI. Eccl. Scot.

Edinburgh, June 2, 1834.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—Knowing well that there are many among you who are
zealously exercised in having consciences void of offence towards God and man, whose
hearts' desire and prayer it is, that pure and undefiled religion may flourish, and that
iniquity may stop its mouth, we cannot conceal from ourselves that there are multitudes
who bring reproach on our land, by disregarding the form and denying the power of godli-

ness ; and who, instead of humbly endeavouring to walk in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless, make light of that holy commandment which was first

promulgated when the heavens and the earth were finished, " and God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it ;" and which wiU continue to be binding on all the generations of men
till the heavens and the earth shall pass away.

We solemnly entreat you, brethren, to bear in mind that this precept rests on an au-
thority not to be challenged or explained away by human reason,—that, though the Sab-
bath was made for man, man is not entitled to frustrate the beneficent purpose of God, by
renouncing or foregoing the inestimable blessings which the institution was intended to
secure ; and that, though the evil heart of unbelief, and the prevalence of corrupt example,
may tempt many to make a mock at this presumptuous sin, and to act as if their time
were their own, and not included among the talents for which an account must be rendered
in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ

; yet the faithfulness

of the Sovereign Judge will be vindicated by shutting out from his presence all who have
wilfully departed from him, despising the riches of his goodness and forbearance, and set-
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ting at nought the threatened vengeance which will assuredly be executed against them
who obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness.

We call upon aU, in every ranli, to consider seriously in how many ways the command
to sanctify the Sabbath is disobeyed in thought, in word, and in deed. Even among those
who have prepared their hearts to seek God, it must be confessed that there is no smaU
danger of suffering the mind to be unduly occupied on this holy day with vain imagina-
tions and worldly cares ; and that though idle and foolish talking may not be deliberately

indulged, the conversation is not always with grace, seasoned with holiness, and many
things are inconsiderately done, wherebv the profane may be countenanced and encouraged
in their worldly-minded pursuits, and weak brethren offended or made to stumble. But
whatever may be the estimation in which you are held, and whatever the stations which
you occupy, we cannot forbear to remind you, that all violations of the Fourth Command-
ment are utterly inconsistent with the principles of the doctrine of Christ, which you are

bound to adorn, and, witli the example of Christ, which it is your highest honour and in-

terest to follow ; and that those gross acts of profanation are especially perilous, which,
while they betray contempt of the Divine Lawgiver, have a manifest tendency not only to

grieve and wound every serious spirit, but to ensnare and mislead the giddy and careless,

and thus ultimately involve them in everlasting ruin. Though we trust that some trans-

gressions of the law of the Sabbath are less frequent than at former periods, we have too

great cause to fear, that there has been, upon the whole, an increased abounding of this

flagrant iniquity, and that many things are done, without hesitation or scruple, of which it

is a shame even to speak. With deep concern we have learned, that in various parts of

the country there has been, for a number of years past, a great increase of unnecessary tra-

velling on the Lord's Day, both for purposes of business and amusement ; that shops have
been kept open on that day for the sale of provisions and other articles of traffic ; that

multitudes, forgetful of their most sacred duties and their immortal interests, have become
accustomed to wander in the fields, to frequent scenes of recreation, or to spend their time
in riot and drunkenness, and other immoralities. We do not attempt to enumerate the

multiplied and aggravated offences of this description, of which we have received most un-

welcome information ; but we have ground for apprehending that many of these offences

may be traced to the neglect of the religious instruction of children,—to the inattention of

masters to the spiritual welfare of their servants,---to the inadequate provision for accom-
modating the population in places of public worship,—to the consequent deficiency of

pastoral superintendence,-—and, above all, to the temptation presented by the almost un-

limited number of public-houses, which, in many places, are so inconsiderately licensed

from year to year, with too little regard to the characters and habits of the landlords.

As we cainiot shut our eyes to the alarming extent and enormity of these evils, the pro-

gress of which it is our duty to counteract by all the means within our reach, we earnestly

warn j'ou to beware of outraging the sanctity of the Sabbath, bv engaging in any ordi-

nary employment, or in any occasional labour which you cannot m your consciences, and
in the near prospect of eternal judgment, regard as a work of necessity or mercy. As the

Lord God has appropriated the Sabbath to himself, it is an impious encroachment on his

inalienable prerogative to attempt to convert it either into a day of business or a day of

idleness and pastime. In the entire cessation from secular pursuits, in the strict exclusion

of all worldly cares, in turning away the eyes from vanity, in avoiding all corrupt commu-
nication, and in endeavouring to unite tlie heart to fear the Lord, and to attend on his

service without distraction, a spiritually-minded man, far from accounting the Sabbath a

weariness, finds it to be a delight ; and has the satisfaction of knowing that, by the light of

a good example, he is employing the mo.st likely means of encouraging others to serve the

Lord with gladness.

We exhort those who possess power and wealth, not only to set an example of the re-

gular observance of the otfices of divine worship, in public and in private, and to abstain

from making any unnecessary demands on the time and the services of their dependants,

that none may, on their account, be detained from the house of God ; but diligently to

exert themselves in discouraging and repressing the ensnaring haunts of guilty excess, and
liberally to devise and promote more ample means of attending on the solemnities of reli-

gion, for those who have too good grounds for alleging that no space has been reserved for

them in the churches of the Establishment. If, during the personal ministry of the Lord

Jesus, it was matter of just commendation to a man of rank, who was an alien from the

commonwealth of Israel, that from the love of that nation he had built a .synagogue ; much
more must it become every Christian patriot, according to his ability, to provide access

for men of all conditions to the house of prayer, that the small and the great meeting to-

gether mav, with one accord, pour out their cumnion supplications, intercessions, and
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thanksgivings, before the throne of the Universal Father, who hath made of one blood all

the families of men to dwell on the face of the earth, and who, in proclaiming it to be his
pleasure that to the poor the Gospel shall be preached, has emphaticaUj admonished the
rich, that, in proportion as they know and value the truth, they ought to do with all tlieir

might whatsoever their hand findeth to do, for the free and copious communication of this
inestimable privilege.

We exhort parents and masters that they be faithfiil and earnest in commanding their
children and their households after them, to walk in the ways of the Lord, restrainino-
them from the pernicious liberty of finding their own pleasure, imparting to them instruc"
tion in righteousness, and setting before them such an edifying pattern as may be expect-
ed to convince them that the duties of devotion are not only reasonable, but in the hio-hest
degree beneficial and pleasing to all who exercise themselves unto that vital godliness
which is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come.
We exhort the humble in station to remember, that to them the Sabbath of tlie Lord

ought to be peculiarly precious, as it provides for them not only a periodical relaxation from
toil, but frequent opportunities of calmly considering the things which belono- to their
peace, and making preparation for entering on the rest which remaineth for the people of
God. We beseech them to call to mind the honourable distmction which their fathers
possessed in times past, when almost every household, poorly provided as it might be with
the accommodations and comforts of life, offered up the morning and evening sacrifice of
prayer and praise, day by day continually, and when more especially the mornings and the
evenings of the day of holy repose were passed either in sweet meditation on the power
and glory of God, or in taking sweet counsel with brethren and companions in the kino--

dom and patience of Jesus Christ. How unlike to'such days of refreshing fellowship are
the polluted Sabbaths to which many lost souls will forever look back as to the wide gate
and the broad way which swiftly and surely led them to endless destruction ! Let it no
longer be the reproach of this lanr", once so renowned for purity of faith and decorum of
Christian practice, that there are many of its degenerate inhabitants who have broken
down the domestic altars, and profaned the sanctuaries, and on whom the weekly Sabbath
opens and closes with no other distinction except that of being more exclusively than any
other day devoted to folly, dissipation, and vice. Encompassed as you are with light, how
great wiU be your condemnation, if of you it can be said, that in the tabernacles of grace
neither your prayers nor your alms ascend in memorial before God ; that the words of
truth and soberness are seldom heard in your families ; that not one thought of yours is

bestowed on the care of the precious souls for whose good you are bound to watch ; but
that every expression, every action, and every relaxation, is as carnal, earthly, and devilish,

as if man had been created for the purpose of dishonouring his Maker, degrading his own
nature, and multiplying injuries and sorrows to his fellow-creatures ;—that clamour, strife,

sensuality, violence, and worse than brutal intoxication, with other kindred offences, fill

up the measure of that day which God, in his mercy, appointed for the refreshment of
man and beast, but which is so far from yielding refreshment to infatuated myriads of
human beings, that, more than the most laborious of their other days, it exhausts their
strength, and wastes their substance, and impairs their present comfort, while it fails to

awaken any solid hope of future happiness.

Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we would persuade and adjure the hardened, by all

that is bitter in remorse, by all that is intolerable in an awakened and unpurified con-
science, by all that is fearful on the deathbed of impenitence, by all that is searching in
the frown of an unreconciled Judge, by all that is repulsive in the fellowship of accursed
spirits, by all that is woefully agonising in the gnawing of the worm that dieth not, and in
the fire that is not quenched, to awaken from the dream of guilty insensibility, and to flee

from the wrath to come to the hope set before them in tlie Gospel. Most tenderly do we
beseech them, by the mercies of God, by that forgiveness which is with him, that he may
be feared, by the love and the pity, the blood and the agony of the Lord Jesus, whom they
have crucified afresh, and by the ineffable consolations of the Spirit of Grace, to whom
they have done despite, that they seek the Lord while he may be found, and call upon him
while he is near. It is presumptuous to expect that the Spirit wiU always strive with the
rebellious sinners who do always resist and grieve him ; but while the door of hope is not
shut, we pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.
We need scarcely admonish those who have experience of the holy satisfactions of a reli-

gious life, to continue to walk in the ways which they have found to be pleasantness and
peace. But we entreat them to suffer this word of exhortation. Let no one say, am I my
brother's keeper '.—when he sees a feUow-creature walking in the way which leadeth to
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destruction. It is the office of brotherly kindness to warn and rebuke, and restore to

counsel, erring souls, and not to suffer sin upon them,— " of some having compassion, mak-
ing a difference, and others saving with fear, puUiug them out of the tire." To such la-

bours of Christian love, applied to the godlike object of gathering the outcasts, and regain-

ing the lost, the highest rewards have been promised and secured. The fruit of the

righteous is a tree of life, and he that winneth souls is wise. They that be wise shall

shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they tliat turn many to righteousness, as the

stars for ever and ever.

Now, unto Ilim who is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before

the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Sayiour, be glory

and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
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croachments of the Court of Session, 1 ISO

Claim of Right, .\ddrebs to her Majesty on the

suliji'Ct of the, . ' . 1141
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Claim of Right, rote respecting the discussion

on the, . . 1130

Clerks to subscribe their books before they come

to the Assembly, . Si

Collections ordered for the Society for Propagat-

ing Christian Knowledge, 4.62, 481, 492, 304, 509,

514,527, 590,600,605, 617,

Collections, Act in regard to the making of, 1777, 795

Collections for the poor not to be made during

Divine service, . . 198
Collections for Assembly's Schemes, Act recom-

mending, 1836, . . 1067
Collections for the Schemes of the Church recom-

mended, 1837, . . 1074
Collections for the Schemes of the Church recom-

mended, 1838, . . 1081

Collections for the Schemes of the Church recom-

mended, 1639, . .1096
Collections for the Schemes of the Church recom-

mended, 1840, . . 1102

Collections, Parochial, Act for, 1842, 1127

Colleges, Visitation of, . . 21

Colleges, concerning the promoting of religion

and learning in, . . 532

Colonial Churches, enactment and recommenda-

tion concerning, 1830, . 1023

Commemoration of the Revolution of 1688, Ad-

dress to his Majesty respecting the, 827

Commission to Lord Carmichael to represent the

King in the Assembly, 1690, . 221

Commission to Lord Carmichael to represent the

King, 1694, . . 235
Commission to Lord Carmichael to represent the

King, 1695, . . 246
Commission to Lord Carmichael to represent the

King, 1697, . . 256

Commission to Lord Carmichael to represent the

King, 1698, . . 267

Commission to Lord Carmichael to represent the

King, 1699, . . 277

Commission to Viscount SeaBeld to represent the

King, 1700, . . 289
Commission to the Karl of Annandale to repre-

sent the King, 1701, . 301

Commission to the Earl of Marchmont to repre-

sent the King, 1702, . 312
Commission to the Earl of Seafield to represent

the Queen, 1703, . 316
Commission to Lord Ross to represent the

Queen, 1701, . . 325
Commission to the Marquis of Annandale to re-

present the Queen, 1705, . 381

Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the Queen, 1706, . . 392
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the Queen, 17U7, . 398
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the Queen, 1 708, . 420
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the Queen, 1 709, . 432
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the Queen, 1710, . 440
Commission to the Marquis of Annandale to re-

present the Queen, 1711, . 450
Commission to tlic Duke of Alhol to represent

the Queen, 171:', . 459

Commission to the Duke of Alhol to represent

the Queen, 1713, . 478

Commission to the Duke of Athol to represent

the Queen, 1714, . 4S5
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1715, . 495

PAGE
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1716, . 507
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1717, . 513
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1718, . 520
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1719, . 524
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1720, . 533
Commission to the Earl of Rothes to represent

the King, 1721, . 541
Commission to the Earl of Loudon to represent

the King, 1722, . 543
Commission to the Earl of Hopetoun to repre-

sent the King, 1723, . 560
Commission to the Earl of Findlater to represent

the King, 1724, . 566 1

Commission to the Earl of Loudon to represent

the King, 1 725, . 570
Commission to the Earl of Loudon to represent

the King, 1726, . 578
Commission to the Earl of Findlater to represent

the King, 1727, . 585 |

Commission to the Earl of Loudon to represent

the King, 1728, . 595
|

Commission to the Earl of Buchan to represent

the King, 1729, . 605
|

Commission to the Earl of Loudon to represent

tlie King, 17.30, . 610
|

Commission lo the Earl of Loudon to represent

the King, 1731, . 613
Commission to ihe Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent the King, 1732, . 017
Commission to the Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent the King, 1733. . 622
Commission to the Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent the King, 1734, . 626
Commission to the Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent the King, 1735, . 630
Commission to the Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent the King, 17.36, . 6.33

Commission to the Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent the King, 1737, . 642
Commission to the Marquis of Lothian to repre-

sent tlie King, 1738, . 646
Commission to the Earl of Hyndford to repre-

sent the King, 1739, . 649
Commission to the Earl of Hyndford to repre-

sent the King, 1740. . 653
Commission to the Earl of Levcn to represent

the King, 1741, 661

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1742, . 664
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1743, . 669
Commission to Ihe Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1744, . 673
Commission to the Earl of J^even to represent

the King, 1745, . 678
Commission to tlie Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1746, . 683
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

Uie King, 1747, . 691 1

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1748, . 695]
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1749, . 6981
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1750, . 701 I

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1751, . 704j
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Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1752, . • 700
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1733, . 716
Commission to the Earl of Hopetoun to repre-

sent the King. 1764-, . 718
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1755, . . 721
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1736, . . 722
Commission to Lord Catiicart to represent the

King, 1757, . . 728
Commission to. Lord Cathcart to represent the

King. 1738, . . 7.31

Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1739, . . 735
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1760, . . 738
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1761, . . 741
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1762, . . 746
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 176.3, . . 732
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1764, . 757
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1765, . . 758
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1766, . . 762
Commission to tlie Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1767. . . 766
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King. 1768, . . 772
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1709, . . 777
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1770, . . 779
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1771. . . 782
Commission to the Earl of Glasgow to represent

the King, 1772, . . 783
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King. 1773, . . 785
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1774, . . 786
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent the

King, 1775, . . 788
Commission to Lord Cathcart to represent tlie

King, 1776. . . 790
Commission to the Earl of Dalhousie to repre-

sent the King. 1777, . . 794
Commission to the Earl of Dalhousie to repre-

sent the King. 1778, . . 796
Commission to the Earl of Daliiousie to repre-

sent the King, 1779, . . 600
Commission to the Earl of Dalhousie to repre-

sent the King, 1780, . . 804
Commission to the Earl of Dalhousie to repre-

sent the King, 1781, . . 805
Commission to the Earl of Dalhousie to repre-

sent the King, 1782, . . 808
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1783, . . 815
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1784, . . 819
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1785, . . 822
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1786, . . 824
Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1787, . . 825

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1788.

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1789.

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1790,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1791,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1792,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1793,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King. 1794,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1795,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1796,

Commission to the Earl of I^even to represent
the King, 1797,

Commission to tlie Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1798,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King. 1799,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent
the King, 1800,

Commission to the Earl of Leven to represent

the King, 1801,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the
King, 1802,

Commission to Lord Napier to rejiresent the

King, 1803,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the
King, 1804,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1803.

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1806.

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King. 1807,

Commission to Lord Najiier to represent the

King, 1808,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1809,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1810,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1811,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1812,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1813,

Commissson to T^ord Napier to represent the

King. 1814,

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1813.

Commission to Lord Napier to represent the

King, 1816,

Commission to the Earl of Errol to represent the

King, 1817,

Commission to the Earl of Errol to represent the

King, 1618,

Commission to the Earl of Morton to represent

the King, 1819.

Commission to the Earl of Morton to represent

the King, 1820,

Commission to the Earl of Morton to represent

the King. 1821,

Commission to the Earl of Morton to represent

the King, 1822,

Commission to the Earl of Morton to represent

the King, 182.3,

TACK

827
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833

835

836

840

843

847

830

856

858

865

875

882

887

893

893

899

901

906

911

915

917

924

929

932

939

943

948

954

960

966

973

980

982

985
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Commission to the Earl of IMoiton to represent

the King, 1824,

Commission to Lord Forbes to represent the

King, 1825,

Commission to Lord Forbes to represent the

King, 1826,

Commission to Lord Forbes to represent the

King, 1827,

Commission to Lord Forbes to represent the

King, 1828,

Commission to Lord Forbes to represent the

King, 1829,

Commission to Lord Forbes to represent the

King, 1830,

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

King, 1831,

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

King, 1832,

Commission to Lord Belliaven to represent the

King. 1833.

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

King, 1834-,

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent tlie

King. 1835,

Commission to Lord Belliaven to represent the

King, 1836,

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

King, 1837.

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

Queen, 1838,

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

Qneen, 1839,

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent the

Queen, 1840.

Commission to Lord Belhaven to represent llie

Queen. 184-1.

Commission to the Marquis of Bute to represent

the Queen, 1842.

Commission for the Public Affairs of the Kirk,

1642,

Commission for the Public Affairs of the Kirk,

1643.

Commission for the Public Affairs of the Kirk,

1644,

Commission for the Public Affairs of the Kirk,

1645,

Commission for the Public Afi'airs of the Kirk,

1646,

Commission for the Public Affairs of the Kirk,

1647,

Commission fur the Public Affairs of the Kirk,

1648,

Commission for the Public ABVirs of the Kirk,

1649,

Commission of 1694, appointment of.

Commission of 1096, appointment of.

Commission of 1697, appointment of.

Commission of 1698, appuiittinent of.

Commission of 1699, appointment of.

Commission of 1700, appoin'.nieiit of.

Commission of 1701, appointment of.

Commission of 1702, appointment of.

Commission of 170.3, appointment of.

Commission of 1704, appointment of,

Commission of 1705, appointment of.

Commission of 1706, appointment of.

Commission of 1707, appointment if.

Commission of 1708, appointment of.

Commission of 1709, appointment of.

Commission of 1710, appointment of,

Commission of 1711, appointment of,

Commission of 1712, appointment of,

l-AUE
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Commission of I7S5, appointment of.

Commission of 1786, appointment of.

Commission of 1787, appointment of,

Commission of 1788, appointment of.

Commission of 1789, appointment of»

Commission of 1790, appointment of.

Commission of 1791, appointment of.

Commission of 1792, appointment of.

Commission of 1793, appointment of,

Commission of 1794-, appointment of.

Commission of 1795, appointment of,

Commission of 1796. appointment of.

Commission of 1797. appoinlmunt of.

Commission of l798, appointment of.

Commission of 1799, appointment of.

Commission of 1800, appointment of.

Commission of 1801, appointment of,

Commission of 18U2, appointment of,

Commission of 180;^, appointment of.

Commission of 1804-, appointment of,

Commission of 1806, appointment of.

Commission of 1806, appointment of.

Commission of 1807, appointment of,

Commission of 1808, appointment of,

Commission of 1809, appointment of*

Commission of 1810, appointment of.

Commission of ISl 1, appointment of.

Commission of 1812, appointment of.

Commission of 1813, appointment off

Commission of I814-, appointment of.

Commission of 1815, appointment of,

Commission of 1816, appointment of.

Commission of 1817, appointment of,

Commission of 1818, appointment of.

Commission of 1819. appointment of,

Commission of 1820. appointment of,

Commi-ision of 1821, appointment of.

Commission of 18i;2, appointment of,

Commission of 1823, appointment of.

Commission of 1824-, appointment of,

Commission of 1825, appointment of,

Commission of 1826, appointment of,

Commission of 1827, appointment of.

Commission of 1H28, appointment of.

Commission of 1829, appointment of,

Commission of 18.j0, appointment of.

Commission of 1831, appointment of,

Commission of 1832, appointment of.

Commission of 1833, appointment of.

Commission of 1834-, appointment of.

Commission of 1835, appointment of,

Commission of IS36, appointment of,

Commission of 1837, appointment of.

Commission of 1838, appointment of,

Commission of 1839, uppolnlment of.

Commission of 1840, appointment of,

Commission of IS-Vl, appointment of.

Commission of 184-2, appointment of,

Commission for managing the Uoyal

appointment of the, 1725,

Commission for managinf^ the Royal

appointment cf the. 1726,

Commission for managing the Royal

appointment of the, 1727,

Commission for managinf^ the R-iyal

appointment of ihe, 1728,

Commission for managing the Royal

appointment of the, 17*^9,

Commission for managing the Royal

appointment of the, 173(\

Commission for managing the Royal

appointment of the. 1731,

PAGK

823 Commission for managing the

824' appointment of the, 1732.
826 Commission for managing the
828 appointment of the, 1733,
832 Commission for managing the
833 appointment of the, 1734',

835 Commission for managing the
8.39 appointment of the, 1735,
842 Commission for managing the
84-6 appointment of the, 1736.
84.9 Commission for managing the
852 appointment of the, 1737.
857 Commission for managing the

862 appointment of the, 1738,

870 Commission for managing the

8^9 appointment of the, 1739,

886 Commission for managing the

892 appointment of the, 1740,

895 Commission for managing the

898 appointment of the, 1741,

COl Commission for managing the

905 appointment of the, 1742,

909 Commission for managing the

914 appointment of the, 1743,

916 Commission for managing the

922 appointment of the, 1744,

928 Commission for managing the

930 appointment of the, 1745.

934 Commission for managing the

943 appointment of the, 1746,

947 Commission for managing the

951 appointment of the, 1748,

959 Commission for managing the

965 appointment of tiie, 1749,

971 Commission for managing the

976 appointment of the, 1750,

981 Commission for managing the

981 appointment of the, 1751,

987 Commission for managing the

989 appointment of the, 1752,

992 Commission for managing the

995 appointment of the, 1753,

1000 Commission for managing the

1003 appointment of the, 1754,

1006 Commission for managing the

1009 appointment of the, 1755,

1015 Commission for managing the

1020 appointment of the. 1756,

1025 Commission for managing the

1030 appointment of the, l757,

1043 Commission for managing tiie

1057 appointment of the, 1758,

1068 Commission for managing the

1079 appointment of the. 1759,

1093 Commission for managing the

1100 appointment of the, 1760,

1104 Commission for managing the

II 15 appointment of the, 1761,

15ounIy, Commission for managing the

574 appointment of the, 1762,

Bounty, Commission for managing the

5S2 appointment of the, 1763,

Bounty, Commission for managing the

587 appointment of the, 1764,

Bounty, Commission for managing the

603 appointment of the, 1765.

Bounty, Commission for managing the

608 appointment of the, 1766,

Bounty, Commission for managing the

612 appointment of the, 1767,

Bounty, Commission for managing the

615 appointment of the, 1768,

Royal Bounty,
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Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1769,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1770,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1771,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1772,

Commission for managing the

appointment ol" the, 1773,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1774-,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1775,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1776,

Commission for managing tlie

appointment of the. 1777,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the. 1778,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1779,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1780,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1781,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1782,

Commission for managing the

appointment of tlie, 1783,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1784',

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1785,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1786,

Commission for managing the

appointment of Jhe, 1787,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1788,

Commission for managing the

appointniLMit of tlie, 1789,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1790,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1791,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1792,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1793,

Commission for managing the

appointment of tlie, 1794-,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1795,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1796,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1797,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1798,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1799,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1800,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1801,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1802,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1803,

Commission for managing the

appointment of the, 1804^,

Royal Bounty,
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Commission for managing the Royal Bounty,

appointment of the, 1841,

Commission for managing the Royal Bounty,

appointment of the, 1842,

Commission of Assembly, 1648— (heir proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1647—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1648—their proceed-

ings approved of,

Commission of Assembly, 1696—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1697— their proceed-

ings approved of,

Commission of Assembly, 1698— their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1699—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1700—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1701^—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1703—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1705—their proceed-

ings approved of.

Commission of Assembly, 1713—their proceed-

ings approved of,

Commission of the General Assembly, Act ap-

proving Overtures anent a, 1694,

Commission, anent the better attendance of mem-
bers on the.

Commission, anent the better attendance of mem-
bers on the,

Commission, anent the better attendance of mem-
bers on the.

Commission, concerning the electing of the mem-
bers of the, 1 736,

Commission, concerning the powers of the.

Commission, Overture about tlie manner of de-

ciding causes before the, I74'i, •

Commission, Presbyteries to be careful to send

in one at least of their number to attend the

meetings of the.

Commission, qualifications of members of the.

Commission, regulations respecting the consti-

tution of the.

Commission of the Assembly, regulations re-

specting the—number of members, how to be

nominated, &c..

Commission for examining and considering the

process against Mr John Sinison,

Commission appointed to co-operate with the

Presbytery of Lorn, 1712,

Commission for planting the North, Act approv-

ing Overtures anent a, •

Commission for planting the North, and other

affairs,

Connnission for visiting the Presbytery of Mid-

dlebie,

Commissions for visiting the North side of Tay,

232, 244

Commission for visiting the South side of Tay,

1690, . . 233

Commission to visit Angus and Mearns, Aber-

deen, Moray, and Ross, 1700, . 295

Commission of Assembly to Angus, &c., 1700,

approbation of the proceedings of the, 309

Commission to visit Caithness, Orkney, and Zet-

land, . . .295
Commission to some Ministers to go to Ireland, 70, 87

Commission to Zetland, approbation of the pro-

ceedings of the, . • 308

1105

1122

137

168

200

265

5;73

285

293

302

320

331

393

490

239

320

385

665

040
ib.

673

390
529

385

331

303

473

265

273

299

Commission to those who were sent by the
Church of Scotland to the Westminster Assem-
bly, . . .94

Commission to Ministers and Elders to West-
minster Assembly, 1648, . 196

Commission of 1698, instructions to the, . 274
Commission of 1699, instructions to the, . 388
Commission of 1700, instructions to the, . 298
Commission of 1701, instructions to the, . 309
Commission of 1703, instructions to the, . 319
Commission of 1704, instructions to the, . 333
Commission of 1705, instructions to the, . 389
Commission of 1706, instructions to the, . 396
Commission of 1707, instructions to the, . 417
Commission of 1708, instructions to the, . 425
Commission of 1709, instructions to the, . 436
Commission of 1710, instructions to the, . 447
Commission of 1711, instructions to the, , 451
Commission of 1712, instructions to the, . 466
Commission of 1713, instructions to the, . 483
Commission of 1717, instructions to the, . 545
Commission— instructions to Ihem in respect to

the tetilemcnt of parishes, 1743, . 672
Commission to the Assembly, form of a, 1693, 247
Commission, Special, appointed to co-operate

with the Presbytery of Strathbogie in supply-

ing the Parishes of the Suspended Ministers

with Divine ordinances, 1840, . 1102
Commission, Special, to co-operale with certain

Presbyteries in reference to certain Vacant
Parishes, 1841, . . 1111

Commission, Special, with reference to the Dif-

ficulties of the Church, 1842, . 1142
Commission Book, concerning the method of

approving the, , . 394
Commissioner from the University of Edinburgh,

Act concerning the election of a, 1723, . 503
Commissioner I'rom his Majesty—none appeared

in Assembly, lti40, . . 41
Conmiissioners to General .Assembly, Act for

punctual sending of . 270
Commissioners at Westminster Assembly, Let-

ter from the, 1644, . 101
Commissioners at Westminster Assembly, Let-

ter from the, 1645, . . Ill
Commissioners from Burghs to Assembly, to be

always Elders, . . 167

Commissioners from Presbyteries, anent the num-
ber of 1839, . . 1093

Commissioners from Universities to the Assem-
bly, Act concerning, . . 560

Connnissioners to the Assembly must subscribe

the Confession of Faith, . . 327
Commissioners to Westminster Assembly, refer-

ence to the Commission anent the, . 94
Commissioners to Assembly, anent the expenses

of, . . 39
Commissioners to Assembly, Act anent the

election of Professors of Divinity to be, 74
Connnissioners to Assembly, Missionary Mi-

nisters and Preachers not to be elected, 716
Commissioners to the Assembly, from the Pres-

byteries of the Northern and Western Islands,

may be elected any time previous to the 1st oC

May, • . 1081

Commissioners of the Kingdom at London, As-

sembly's Letter to the, 1042, . 65
Commissioners of Assembly, 1642, approbation

of the proceedings of, . , 76
Commissioners of Assemblies, 1643 and 1644,

approbation of the proceedings of the, . 115

Commissioners, propositions from English, 164.3, 80
Commissioners of English Parliament—their

7k
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propositions to be presented to the Assembly,

1643,

Commissioners to Westminster Assembly, As-

sembly's Letter to the, 164-4,

Commissioners to Westminster Assembly, an-

swer to the, 1C15,

Commissioners to Westminster Assembly, their

Commission renewed, 1645,

Commissioners to Westminster Assembly re-ap-

pointed, 1646,

Commissioners to Westminster Assembly, their

Commission renewed, 1647,

Commissioners sent to his Majesty, approba-

tion of the, 1649,

Commissioners to wait on his Majesty anent the

affairs of the Church, 1690,

Commissioners to General Assembly—Presby-

teries recommended to take steps for the pay-

ment of their expenses.

Commissioners sent from Presbyteries, Decla-

ratory Act for explaining the Acts relative to

the number of, 1835,

Commissioners of Assemblies, their proceedings

to be examined.

Commissions from Burghs, anent the attestation

of Kirk-Sessions to,

Commissions of Assemblies, 1660 and 1694, ap-

probation of the proceedings of the,

Commissions, anent printing.

Commissions, anent supplying certain defects

in the forms of,

Commissions, anent the form of,

Commissions, anent the form of,

Commissions from Burghs and Universities,

anent the form of,

Commissions from Burghs and Universities,

anent.

Commissions from Universities, alterations of the

form of, 1726,

Commissions from Presbyteries, Universities, and

Burghs, anent the forjn of, .

Commissions to Members of Assembly, anent

the forms of,

Commissions, Standing Order on the forms of,

1841,

Commissions to lluling Elders, anent.

Commissions, Presbyteries recomminded to ob-

serve a uniform method in granting,

Committee appointed by Assembly, 1702, to retire

immediately for the purpose of nominating a

Commission, and drawing up instructions

thereto, a communiciition having been made

by the High Commissioner that his Jlajesty

had been seized with dangerous illness.

Committees of Assembly—directions given to

them anent Bills, References, and Appeals,

Common Prayer, Act condemning the Book of,

Communicants, concerning the admission of,

Communion, a uniform Catechism to l)e used in

examinations preparatory to the,

Complyers with the public enemies of the Kirk

and Kingdom to be censured,

Complyers in the first class—Act debarring

them from ecclesiastical office,

Conference of -Alinisters, Lawyers, and Physi-

cians, concerning the trial itnd punishment of

Witchcraft, Charming, and Consulting,

Confession of Faith, Act anent subscribing the,

1700,

Confession of Faith, Act anent the subscribing

of the.

Confession of Faith, Act approving the.

Confession of Faith, as condescended upon by

P\GE PAGE

Assembly, 1638, to be sworn to and subscribed

76 by all persons, . . 25
Confession of Faith, Commissioners to the As-

107 sembly must subscribe the, . 327
Confession of Faith— those who speak or write

134 against it to be censured, . 26
Confession of Faith to be subscribed by Proba-

131 tioners and Intrants, . 225

Confession of Faith, &c,, to be translated into

143 the Highland language, . . 287
Confession of Faith to be subscribed, not accord-

161 ing to the King's, but the Assembly's inter-

pretation of it, . . 31

201 Confession of Faith and Covenant, Act ordain-

ing the subscription of the, . 42

234 Conforming Ministers, declaration to be made

by, 1694, . . 23
Congregations, no Minister to be intruded con-

25 trary to the will of the, . . 26
Conspiracy, address to the King on the discovery

ofa horrid, 172.3, . . 561

1052 Contribution for the erection of Schools, anent a, 399
Contumacious persons. Act anent, . 296

107 Conversionof the Jews, Acton the, 18.38, 1080

Conversion of the Jews, Act on the, 1839, 1096
826 Conversion of the Jews, Act on the, 1840, 1101

Conversion of the Jews, Act on the, 1841, 1105
251 Conversion of the Jews, Act on the, 1842, 1124
910 Correspondence between Synods, . 29

Corruptions in the persons and lives of Ministers, 24
767 Corruptions in the office of the Ministry, . 22
819 Corruptions of the time. Act for censuring Mi-
765 nisters for their silence, and who speak not to

the, 1648, . . 188

56.3 Covenant, Act against secret disaflfecters of the, 99

Covenant, Act for censuring speakers against the, 45
567 Covenant, Act for subscribing the, , 75

Covenant, Act of the Lords of Council ordaining

584 the signing of the, . . 41

Covenant, anent expectants who refuse to sub-

773 scribe the, . . 45

Covenant, supplication to the King's Comrais-

576 sioner, &c., anent the signing of the, . 40

Court of High Commission, act condemning
1110 the, . . 9

569 Court of Session, Claim, Declaration, and Pro-

test anent the encroachments of the, 1 130

247 Cumberland, Uuke of, congratulatory Letter to

the, 1746, . . 686

Cumberland, Letter from the Duke of, 1746, 690

Custom-house, Act anent perjuries at the, 1719, 530
Custom-houses in Scotland, Act against perjuries

in, . . 641

313
Dalry and Carsphairn parishes reunited to the

74 Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, . 324
9 Dalrymple, Mr Itobert, reponed to the office of

589 the ministry, . . 792
Dancing, Act anent promiscuous, . 311

39 Dancing, Act discharging promiscuous, 1649, 201

Dangers and duties, warning by the Assembly

140 to members of the Kirk, regarding, 1649, 203

Dangers, solemn and seasonable warning re-

160 specting present, 1645, . • 123

Deacons and elders, who neglect family worship,

to be censured. . . 259

216 Deacons to he ordained in congregations where

thty are wanting, but to have no decisive voice

294 in calling ministers, or in tlie exercise of dis-

cipline, . , 529

285 Deacons to maintain family worship, . 559

158 Declaration against all oaths and bands imposed,

without consent of the Church, . 170
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Declaration against the unlawful Engagement. J71
Declaration and acknowledgment to be sub-

scribeii by engagers in the unlawful war
against England, when received lo public sa-

tisfaction, . . 202
Declaration and exhortation by the Assembly to

tbeir brethren of England, in regard to the

troubles and dangers of the time, 1647, 14-8

Declaration of the Assembly of 1618 to their

brethren of England, . . 183
Declaration of the English Parliament to As-

sembly of 164-?, . . 58
Declaration of English Parliament, 1643, the

Assembly's answer to the, . . S9
Declaration of the Lords and Commons of the

Parliament of England to the General Assem-
bly, 1643, . . 77

Declaration subscribed by the Scottish Lords at

Oxford, Act concerning the, . 99
*' Declaration, the Large"—supplication to his

Majesty's Commissioner concerning that book, 39
Declaratory enactment as to Chapels of Ease,

1834, . » . 1035
Declaratory enactment in regard to Parliamentary

Churches, . . 1024
Declaratory enactment of 1 834 respecting Chapels

of Ease, the Church resolved at all hazards to

adhere to the principle of the, 1842, . 1141
Deficients in supplying the North, Act anent

the, . . . 270
Deists, Act against the Atheistical opinions of

the, . . . 253
Deists, ministers recommended to put into execu-

tion the Act against the, . 267
Demolishing of idolatrous monuments, Act anent

the, . . . 44
Denmark, Queen of. Address of Condolence to

his Majesty on the death of the, 1775, . 788
Denmark, &c., Letter to Scotsmen in, . 163
Deposed ministers, Act, 1639, anent receiving

them, . . . 38
Deposed ministers. Act against sudden admitting

of, . . . 168
Deposed ministers. Act anent the reposition of, 79
Deposed ministers. Act discharging their being

reponed to their former places, . 121
Deposed ministers, cautions anent, 1652, 1!53
Deposed ministers, Act against suddenly receiv-

ing them, , , 16
Deposed ministers not acquiescing in their sen-

tence to be excommunicated, . 29
Deposed or suspended ministers— Act discharg-

ing them from the exercise of the ministry, or

meddling with the stipend, . 190
Deposed ministers to be reported by Presbyteries

to the General Assembly, . 439
Deposition of Abetnethie. pretended Bishop of

Caithness, . . 12

Deposition of Ballantyne, pretended Bishop of

Aberdeen, . . 10
Deposition of Campbell, pretended Bishop of

the Isles, . . . 11

Deposition of Ebenezer Erskine and other mini-

sters, Seceders from the Church, 1 740, 653
Deposition of Fairlie, pretended Bishop of Lis-

nioir, . . . 11

Deposition of Guthry, prete;ided Bishop of Mur-
ray, , . . ib.

Deposition of Dr George Garden, Aberdeen, 3U7
Deposition of Grahame, pretended Bishop of

Orkney, . . . 11

Deposition of Mr John Hepburn, . 385

D I'AUB
eposition of Lindsay, pretended Bishop of
Edinburgh,

.
. jq

Deposition of Lindsay, pretended Archbishop of
Glasgow,

. . j^_
Deposition of Lindsay, pretended Bishop of

Dunkeld,

Deposition of Maxwell, pretended Bishop of
Ross,

12

10
Deposition of Sidserf, pretended Bishop of Gal-

'owiy. • . . ib.
Deposition of Spottiswood, pretended Archbishop

of St Andrews, . ,
ju

Deposition of Wedderburn, pretended Bishop of
Dunblane,

. j.

Deposition of Whytford, pretended Bishop of
Brechin,

ib.
Deposition of the ministers by the committees

Act, 1639, approving the, , 33
Directions respecting secret and family worshin

l«'t7, . .154
Directory for Divme worship, Act for preparing a, 80
Directory for election of ministers, . 212
Directory for public worship agreed upon in

England, approbation and establishment of,

1645, . . ,16
Directory for worship, recommendation concern-

ing the observation of the, . . ggy
Discipline, Act anent, 1652, . . 1152
Discipline, Act anent the overtures concerning, 323
Discipline not to be exercised by prelatical preach-

ers and separatists from the Church, . 505
Discipline, Overtures concerning Church, . 336
Discipline, the large Overtures on. See Overtures, 337
Discipline, three Acts of Assembly, 1652, for

observing the rule of, . 1 151
Dispatch of business. Act for the better, 1819, 970
Dissent, recording of reasons of— Act, 1730. re-

lative thereto, declared to be no longer bind-

ing, 1734, . . 627
Dissents, Act relative to, 1644, . Ill
Dissents against a deliverance of the Assembly

not to be received until the matter in which
it is pronounced shall, for that sederunt, be
disposed of, . . 1125

Dissents from judgments of Inferior Courts,

Overture for regulating the effect of, . 715
Dissent, Reasons of, to be kept in retentis, and

not entered in the Register, . 612
Distressed professors in Ireland, Petitions from
some, . . 69. 74, 97

Divine ^vorship, concerning beha\iour in the

time of. . , 432
Divinity Hall, course oi University education to

be observed hy .^tudents previous to their en-

tering the, . . 802
Divinity Hall, Overture respecting the attend-

ance of Students at the, . . 853
Divinity, Overtures respecting Course of Study

to be pursued by Students of, 1823, t 987
Divinity Students to give at least one year of re.

gnlar attendance at the Hall, 1826, 997
Divinity, young men to be examined by Presby-

teries in regard to Literature and Philosophy,

before they are enrolled as Students of, 1000
Division in the Church, Act for jireventing of, 499
Doctrine, Act concerning, 17:^2, , 548
Doctrine, anent purity of, . 44'6

Duels. Act discharging, . . 200
DunfLTinllne, regulations respecting the Clupel

of Ease in, . . 602
Dunfermline Presbytery, Act concerning some

Overtures of the, . . 623



1180 GENERAL INDEX.

Dunfermline, Presbytery of, appointed to admit

Mr Richardson at Inverkcilhing, 707
Uunkeld, disjunction of certain parishes from

the Presbytery of, . . 1058

Ecclesiastical judicatories. Act concerning the

revising the Overtures about the method of

procedure in, . . 419
Education of Highland Boys, . 189

Education of young noblemen, gentlemen, and

others, children of Popish parents, Presbyte-

ries to see to the. 1G93, . . 24'7

Education scheme, note respecting the origin of

the, . . 990
Elders, Act anent the election of, 184-2, . 1125

Elders and deacons, concerning the duty of, 559
Elders and deacons who neglect family worship,

to be censured, . . 259

Elders in congregations, anent the admission of,

1652, . 115.3

Elders, members of Assembly, concerning the

qualification of, . . Gi5

Elders not to be ordained until twenty-one years

of age, . 793

Elders—-Overture to prevent elders being ordain-

ed in congregations with which they are in

nowise connected, . . S22
Elders, Presbyteries directed to inquire in re-

gard to alleged irregularities In the electing

and ordaining of, . . 78i

Elders, representative, must be buna fide acting

elders, . . 1097

Elders, rules respecting the qualifications of such

as are to be ordained. 1816, . 952

Elders, ruling, anent commissions to, . 569

Elders, ruling, their duties and qualifications, 388

Elders to act In Presbyteries and Synods, Act

concerning admitting, 1652, . 1152

Elders to maintain family worship, . 559
Elders to make conscience of family worship, 24-1

Elders elected to the Assembly, Overture anent

certificates of the ordination of, . 826
Election of elders, Act anent the, I81?, . 1125

Election of ministers, directory for, . 212
Elections of members of Assctnlily, Act regu-

lating, . . 523
Enemies of the Kirk and Kingdom, Act for

censuring the complyers wl:h the, , 14-0

Engagement, anent the,

169. 170, 171, 182, 188, 201, 203, 213

Engagers in the unlawful war against England,

anent the receiving of them to public satis-

faction, . . 201

England—anent the restraining of people from

passing Into that country to mairy, . 39

England. Assembly's exhortation to their breth-

ren in, 16-19, . . 21.5

England, Declaration and Exhortation by the

Assembly to their brethren in, 148

England, Declaration and Exhortation of the

Assembly to their brethren of, . 18.3

England. Letter from some Ministers in, 1641, 49

England, Letter from some IMinlsters In, 161-2, 66

En"land, Letter from some Ministers in, 1643, 78

England, Letter from the Presbytery with the

army dure, 1614, . 96
Enfrl.nid, Overture anent Ministers ordained in,

17.34, . . 720
English Ministers' Letter, Assembly's Answer

to, 1641, . . 50
Enoi miiies and Corruptions in the Ministry. See

Ministry, • .137
Episcopal Intruders, appointment concerning, 506

Episcopacy abjured by Mr George Graham, late

pretended Bishop of Orkney, . 35
Episcopacy declared to have been abjured by the

Confession of Faith, 1380, and to be removed
out of the Kirk, . 13

Erroneous Books, Act discharging the importing,

vending, or spreading of, . 160

Erroneous Doctrine, Act against preaching or

disseminating, . 329
Error, Act against the spreading of, . 612
Error, Act for preventing, 17.35, . 632
Erskine, Ebenezer—Act and Sentence concern-

ing him and those adhering to his protest, 624
Erskine, Ebenezer, and those adhering to bim.

Act and recommendation respecting, 1734, 629
Erskine, Ebenezer, and others, Act concerning,

1738, . . 646
Erskine, Ebenezer, and others. Act concerning,

1739, . . 649
Erskine, Ebenezer, and others, Sentence of De-

position against, 1740, . 633
Estates, Committee of, the Assembly's Answer

to their paper of July 24, 1648, . 168

Estates, Committee of, tUe Assembly's Answer
to their paper of July 24, 1648, . 181

Estates, Committee of, the Assembly's humble
supplication to the, 1648, . 187

Evils of the Kirk, Act, 1639, containing the

causes and remedies of the bygone, . 36
Evils of the Kirk, King's Commissioner's con-

sent to the Act relative to the bygone, . 4

1

ExaminaticMi of Schools, order to Presbyteries

concerning the, 1819, . 971

Examination of Students of Divinity, annual, 1073
Examination of Students not residing in Scotland

before they enter the Divinity Hall, 18.'35, 1052
Examination of Students on the Catechetical

Standards, . . 1073

Excommunicated Papists and Papists* Children,

lists of them to be presented to the Council, 5Q
Excommunicated persons. Act against Ministers

haunting with, . 88
Excommunicated persons. Act anent an order

for using civil execution against, . ib.

Excommunicated persons, ."^ct recommending
the execution of the Act of Parliament for up-
littlng pecunlal pains against, . 160

Excommunicated persons, anent frequenting with, 23
Excomn-unication, Act anent, , 328
Excommunication of the Archbishops of St An-

drews and Glasgow, and of the Bishops of
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Ross, Brechin, Aber-
deen, and Dunblane, . . 10

ExiOiiimunication of the Earl of Seaforth. Ordi-
nance for the, . . L36

Exculpations, Overture for repealing that part of
the Form of Process anent, 1762, . 751

Exercise and Addition, Presbyteries recommend-
ed to sei up, . . 243

Exhortation trum the Assembly to their brethren

of England, 1649, . . 213
Expectants, Act concerning the admission of,

1C52, . . . 1152
Expectants, anent the order of trial of, . 54
Expectant , anent the trial of, , 26
Expectants educated In corrupt colleges, &c.,

anent, . . 4,3

Expectants—none to preach under that name
unless such as shall have been tried and found
qualified, . , 14,0

Expectants, renovation of former Acts for trial

and admission of, . . ]61
Expectants refusing to subscribe the Covenant, 45
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Expectants to lie tried before being permitted to

preach in public, . . 4-8

Expectants to take with them testimonials when
they remove to another Presbytery, . ib.

Falsehood and forgery of a lying, scandalous

pamphlet, put forth under the name of BJr

Alexander Henderson, after his death, . 190
Families, ministerial visitation of, . 426
Family Exercises, Act anent, , . 4-3

Family Exercises to be more carefully observed, 64'

Family Worship, . . 21, 43
Family Worship, Act anent, . 259
Family Worship, directions of Assembly regard-
- ing, 1647, . . .134
Family \V'orship, Pastoral Letter relative to, 1 836, 1 064
Family Worship, recommendation concerning, 431
Fast, Act appointing a, 1642, . . 72
Fast, Act appointing a, 1 690, . . 227
Fast, Act appointing a, 1699, . . 279
Fast, Act appointing a, 1700, . . 290
Fast, Act appointing a, 1701, . 305
Fast, Act appointing a, 17U4, . . 336
Fast, Act appointing a, 1705, . 391
Fast, Act appointing a, 1706, . . 397
Fast, Act appointing a, 1709, . . 434
Fast, Act appointing a, 1710, . . 442
Fast, Act appointing a, 1726, . S8t
Fast, Act appointing a, 1741, . . 661
Fast, Act appointing a, 1736, . . 725
Fast, Act appointing a, 1833, . 1034
Fast, Act appointing a, 1841, . 1105
Fast, Act appointing a, 1842, . 1143
Fast, all the congregations in the town, where

the Assembly holds, to keep the,

Fast ordained to be kept previous to Assembly,

1647,

Fast, Pastoral Address relative to a, 1833,

Fast, Pastoral Address relative to a, 1841,

Fast, Pastoral Address relative to a, 1842,

Fast, resolution in regard to a, 1783.

Fasts, Act anent Ministers who do not observe,

Fasts, Act for the better observance of,

Fasts, concerning the observation of, 1710,

Fife, Synod of, to meet on second Wednesday
of October, 1776,

Fife, Synod of, to meet on the second Tuesday

of October,

Fire in Edinburgh, 28th October 1701, great

loss sustained to the Church llicreby.

Fishing and goingof millson Sabbathdischarged,29, 38
Foidoun. Presbytery of. Report of the commit-

tee on the reference from—case of the vacancy

of Arbuthnot. 1820,

Foreign parts. Overture anent Ministers ordain-

ed in, 1754,

Form of Process, Act anent the, 1706,

Form of Process, Act approving of a.

Form of Process, Act on the, 1833,

Form of Process, anent preparing of a.

Form of Process in the Judicatories of the Church

of Scotland, with relation to scandals and cen-

sures, the.

Chapter i. Concerning Church government,

discipline, scandals, and censures in gene-

ral.

Chapter ii. Concerning the entering of pro-

cesses, citation of parties, and witnesses,

and taking depositions, and anent fugi-

tives from discipline,

Chapter iii. Concerning swearers, cursers,

profancrs of the Lord's Day. drunkards,

and other scandals of that nature, . 407

111

147

1054
1106
1)45
818
223
343
443

792

795

323

978

720
393
403
1049

336

404

ib.

405

Chapter iv. Concerning the sin of fornica-
tion, adultery, and scandalous carriage
tending thereto, . . 407

Chapter v. Concerning appeals from a Kirk-
session to a Presbytery, &c., . 410

Chapter vi. Concerning processes which na-
tively begin at the kirk-session, but are not
to be brought to a final determination by
them, . . .411

Chapter vii. Concerning processes against
Alinisters, . . ;(,_

Chapter viii. Concerning processes in order to
the censure of the greater excommunication, 413

Chapter ix. Concerning the order of proceed-
ing to absolution, , ,

^|c
Form of Process, Overture on the—trial of causes,

1835, . . . j{)4.,j

Form of Commissions, Act anent the, . 765
Form of Commissions, Act anent the, 1768, 773
Forms of Commissions, Act anent the supplying

certain defects in the, . , 757
Forms of Commissions to members of Assembly,

Act establishing the, 1725, . 575
Formula. Overture regarding the signing of the, 370
Formula to be subscribed by Ministers and

Probationers, . . 453
Fornication, antenuptial. Act concerning sa-

tisfaction for, . . ]36
Fullerton, quoad sacra Parish of, annexed to

the Presbytery of Irvine, . 1075
Funds of the Church, annual contributions re-

commended in aid of the, 1816, . 952
Funeral Sermons discharged, . 26

Gaelic Bible, Act authorising the use of the

Quarto edition of the, 1826, . 995
Gaelic Bible, report of Assembly anent the, ] 161
Gaelic Scriptures, new edition of the, 1816, 930
Gairloch, erection of the Presbytery of, . 367
Gidloway, Synod of to meet at Wigton, instead

of Newton-Stewart. 1776, . 793
Garden, Dr George, deposed. . 307
General Assemblies, Act concerning yearly, 32
General Assembly, concerning the better attend-

ance of members on the, 1709. . 434
Gillespie, Mr Thomas, minister at Carnock, Act

deposing, . . 707
Gipps. Thomas, vindication of the Church of

Scotland from the calumny of, . 270
Glasgow. 1610, reasons for annulling the pre-

tended Assembly holden at, . 7
Glasgow, regulations for a new Gaelic Chapel

in, 1788, . . 863
Glebes, Act concerning the extent and marches

of 1802, . . 891
Glebes, Act for ascertaining the extent of. 1762, 731
Glebes and manses, recommendation to the Com-

missioners for Public Affairs anent. . 166
Glebes, Proposals for the melioration of, 834
Glenelg. alteration of the day of the meeting of

the Synod of, 1835, . . 1051
Glenelg, erection of the Synod of, . 567
Governors of youth. Act anent, . 294
Graham, James, Act concerning the proclama-

tion of, 1646, . . 141

Grahame, Mr George, his abjuration of Episco-

pacy, . 35
Greenock, formation of the Presbytery of, 1035
Grievances of the Church, from Toleration and

Patronage, . . 501

Hanover. Act recommending prayers for the

succession in the House of, . 430
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Haunters with Papists and excommunicated per-

sons. Act against, . . 39

Hebrew class. Act anent attendance on, 1833, 1023

Hebrew Esereise, Act anent a, 1836, . 1039

Henderson, Alexander, cleared from the asper-

sions cast upon him, in a lying scandalous

pamphlet put forth after his death, . 190

Hepburn, Act anent Mr John, . 332
Hepburn, sentence of deposition against Mr

John, . . 383
Hepburn, suspension of Mr John, . 255
Heretical publications. Act discharging the im-

porting, vending, or spreading of, . 160

Heritors, Act against Ministers making agree-

ments with, , . . 736
Highland Boys, education of, . 189

Highland Boys, extraordinary collection ordered

for the, 1619, . .216
Highland Boys of Argyle ; Jloray, Ross, and

Argyle, exempted from contributions for the, 197

Highland language, Confession of Faith, &c.,

to be translated into the, . 287

Highland language, recommendation to main-

tain Bursars o( Theology having the, . 304

Highlands, anent the distribution of Bibles, &c.,

in the, . . 227

Highlands, Act anent planting of the, 1699, 282

Highlands, Act anent the erection of Schools in

the, . . . .227
Highlands, Act anent the erection of Schools in

the, . . . . 330
Highlands, Act for facilitating the planting of the, 512

Highlands, against the transportation of Mini-

sters from the, . • 584

Highlands and Islands, measures to spread the

knowledge of Christ In the, . 142

Highlands, Islands, &c. Preachers sent thereto

to be punctually paid out of the Cliurcli's pub-

lic money, . - 499

Highlands, anent Libraries in the, . 332
Highlands, anent lists for the kirks In the, 55

Highlands, approbation of overture for promot-

ing the knowledge of God in the, 1699, 287
Highlands, care to plant the, . 245
Highlands, Committees to be sent by the Com-

mission to plant kirks in the, 1716, . 512
Highlands, &c., concerning the Libraries in the, 388
Highlands, concerning the planting of the, 418
Highlands, concerning the planting of the, 432

Home Missions, Acton, . 1129

Honours In Kirks, Act against the hanging of, 79
Hospital for diseased poor, collection to aid In

erecting an, . GO I

Hundred and Eleven Propositions, Act concern-

ing the, . . 164

Hungary, &c., Letter to Scotsmen in, . 183

Idolatrolts rocnuments. Act anent the demo-

lishing of, . . 44
Immorality and infidelity, Act against, . 721

Impiety and schism. Act against, . 47

Independent jurisdiction oi' the Church of Scot-

land, resolution anent the, 1838. . 1085

India Mission Scheme, note respecting the ori-

gin of the, . . .990
India Missions. Act in favour of, 18)5, . 1044

India Missions, Act in fivour of, lho6, . 1058

India Missions, Act In favour of, 1837, . 1069

India Missions, Act in favour of, 18.J8. . 1080

India Missions, Act in favour of. 1839, . 1093
India Missions. Act ill favour of, 1810. . llol

India Missions, Act in favour of, l-i42. . I I 27

Infants, Act respecting the baptlMii of, . 461

26(

41{

E

3S

310
26
641

Inferior Courts judging in causes appealed from
them to the Superior Courts, Overture anent
members of. . . . 72i

Inferior Courts, Overture anent members there-

of judging In causes appealed from them,

783, 78-

Inferior Courts. Overture as to printing extracts

from the Records of, 18.30, . 10!

Infidelity and immorality. Act against, . 72
Infirmary, recommendation for a collection to

aid in erecting an, . . 601
Innovations, Act for preventing.

Innovations In the worship of God, Act against.

Intrants— Act against the unlawful oaths exact-

ed of them by the Prelates.

Intrants to be tried whether they be qualified for

the places to which they are presented,

Intruders Into kirks. Act against,

Intrusion, against.

Intrusion of Ministers, Act against, 1736,
Intrusion of Ministers, Act to prevent the, 1835, 1044
Intrusion upon kirks, against, . . 243
Ireland, petitions from some distressed professors

in, . . 69, 74, 97
Ireland, Commission to some Ministers to go to

70, 87
Irish— Act for bestowing bursaries on students

having that language,

Irish language, Act for the further encourage-
ment of students having the,

Irish language, concerning bursars and stu-

dents having the, 1710,

Irish language, concerning probationers having
the.

Irish language—preachers having this language
not to be planted in the Lowlands,

Irish langu.ige— Presbyteries discharged from
settling in the Lowlands such as have this lan-

guage, . . .

Irish language, recommendation to Presbyteries

and Universities anent students that have the.

Irish language, revival of bursaries for students

having the, 1756,

Irish language—students having Irish to be tried

as to their knowledge therein,

Irish language—students having this language to

be preferred to bursaries, 1715,

Irish language. Synods recommended to main-
tain bursars of theology having the,

Irish language—such as can preach in it not to be

settled in the Lowlands,

Irish National Education, note respecting the dis-

cussion on, 1833,

Irish Psalms, Act anent the,

Irregular licence or ordination by the Prelates

to be censured.

Irregularities by vagrant Ministers, Act anent,

Irvine, disjunction of certain Parishes from the

Presbytery of, . . 1035
Irvine, quoad sacra Parish of Fullarton annexed

to the Presbytery of, . . 1075
Islay and Jura, appointment of the Presbytery

of, . ... 1053

Jedburgh, Act disjoining the parish of Castle-

ton from the Presbytery of, . . 671
Jews, Act on the conversion of the, 18.38, . IDSO

Jews, Act on the conversion of the, 1839, . 1(196

.lews, Act on the conversion of the, 1840, . 1 ItU

Jews, Act on the conversion of the, 1841, . I ll'5

Jews, Acton the conversion of the, 1842, . 11:.'4

Judicatories, Act anent the reviving of the Regi-

sters of the Church, . 293

329

472

444tl

432'

512

428

82

727

517

500

301.

243

11127

241.

.•;09

254
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Judicatoiies of the Kirk, Act restoring the, 21

Judicatories, Inferior—Overlure about the Mem-
bers thereof judging in Superior Courts, 1741, 6C3

Kent, Duchess of, Address to her Royal High-
ness the, . . 1100

Jving. Remonstrance to the, 1043, 132

King, Supplication of Assembly, 1638, to the, 32, '.i:i

King, Supplication to the, IGl:^, . 57
King, Supplication of Assembly, IGiS, to the, 198

King, Address to the, 1(590, . 231

King, Address by the Assembly to the, 1698, 269
King, an Address to the, on tlie discovery of a

horrid Conspiracy, 1723, . 561

King, Address to the, by the Commission of

, 1727, on his Accession to the Throne, 599
King, Address to the, on his Accession to the

Throne, 1728, . . 598
King, Address to the, on the Marriage of the

Princess Royal, 1 734, . 627
Kmg, Address to the, on the Marriage of the

;

Princeof Wales, 1736, . 633
King, Congratulatory Address to the, on occa-

sion of taking the Forts near Carthagena. 1741, 662
King, Address to the, on the present critical

juncture of Affairs, 1744, . 675
Knig, Address to the, on the Victory obtained

over the Rebels, 1746, . . 685
King, Address to the, on occasion of the General

Peace, 1749, . . 700
King. Congratulatory Address to the, on tiie

Uirth of a Prince, 1750, . 763
King, Address to the, on the declaration of War

against tlie French King, 1756, . 724
King, Address to the, on the Successes of his

Arms, 1760, . . 739
KJig George III., Address to his Majesty, on

his Accession to the Throne, 1761, . 743
King George III., Address to his IMajesty, on

the happy event of his Marriage, 1762, 748
King, Address to the. on the Birth of the Prince

of Wales, 1763, . . 734
King, Address to the, on Public Affairs, rj69, 778
King, Address to the, on the Birth of a Prin-

cess, 1770. . . 780
King, Address of condolence to the, on the

Death of the late Queen of Denmark, 1775, 788
King, Address to the, on the present situation

of Affairs, 1776, . . 790
King, Address to the, on the Birth of a Prince,

1774, . . 787
King, Address to the, on the Birth of a Prin-

cess, 1776, . . 791

King, Address to the, on the present situation

of Affairs in North America, 1777, . 794
King, Address to the, on the Birth of a Prince,

1779, . . 800
King, Address to the, on the Birth of a Prince,

&c., 1781, . . 806
King. Address to the, on the situation of Public

Affairs, 1782, . . 808
King, Address to the, on the Peace. 1783, 817
King, Address to the, on the Birth of a Prin-

cess, 1784, . . 819

King, Address to the, on his Recovery from Sick-

ness, 1789, . . 830
King. Address to the, on the Marriage of the

Duke of York, 1792, . 838
King, Address to the, on the subject of the War,

179.3, . . 841

King, .\ddress to the, on the subject of the War,

1794, . . 843

King, Address to, on the Marriage of the Prince
of Wales, 1795,

King, Address to the, on his Preservation, 1796,
King, Address to the, on the Birth of the Prin-

cess Charlotte of Wales, 1796,
King, Address to the, on the Marriage of the

Princess Royal, 1797,
King, Address to the, on the situation of Affairs,

1798,

King, .Address to the, on his Escape from As-
sassination, 1800,

King, Address to the, on the situation of Affairs,
1800,

King, Address to the, on the situation of Affairs,
1801,

King, Address to the, on the situation of Afl'airs.

1802,

King, Address to the, on the defeat of a darino-
Conspiracy, 1803,

King, Address to the, on the arduous situation
of Affairs, 1804,

King, Address to the, on the arduous situation
of Affairs, 1805,

King, Address to the, on the arduous situation
of Affairs, 1806,

King, Address to the, on the arduous situation

of Affairs, 1807,

King, Address to the, on the arduous situation

of Public Affairs, 1808,

King, Address to the, on the arduous situation

of Public Affairs, 1609,

King, Address to the, on the Fiftieth Anniversary
of bis .\ccession. 1810,

King. Address to his Majesty, George IV., on
his Accession to the Throne, &c., 1820,

King, Address to the, 1821.

King, Address to the, on the Abolition of Ne>»ro
Slavery in the West Indies, 1823,

King, Address to the, 182.3,

King, -Address to his Majesty on the Death of
the Duke of York, 1827,

King, Address to his Majesty, William IV., on
his Accession to the Tlirone, 1831,

King. Address to the, on his providential Escape,
1833,

King. Address to the, on the Abolition of
Slavery, 1834,

King, Address of Thanks to the, in respect to

his Grace the Commissioner's compliance
with the wishes of the Church and people
of Scotland in reference to the Sabbath,

1834,

Kmg, Address of Thanks to the, on the prospect
of increased means of Religious Instruction

and Pastoral Superintendence, 1833,
King's Commissioners consent to the Cove-

nant, the,

King's dedication of L.500 sterling annually,

for pious uses, the Assembly's desire anent
the.

King's Letter lo the Assembly, 1641, the,

King's Letter, the, 1642,

King's Letter, the, 1643,

King's Letter, the, 1646,

King's Letter, the, 1690,

King's Letter, the, 1697,

King's Letter, the, 1698,

King's Letter, the, 1699,

King's Letter, the, 1701,

King's Letter, the, 1702,

King's Letter, the, 1713,

King'-, Letter, the, 1716,

848
850

851

856

860

876

878

884

889

894.

897

899

903

908

913

915

921

975
980

986
985

999

1014

1023

1029

ib.

1022

41

65
45
52
73
135
222
257
267
277
301
312
496
507

/
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King's Letter, the, 1719, .

King's Letter, the, 1722,

King's Letter, the, 17x3,

King's Letter, the, 1726,

King's Letter, the, 1727, .

King's Letter, the, 1 728,

King's Letter, the, 1737,

King's Letter, the, I74-3, .

King's Letter, the, 174.5,

King's Letter, the, 174-6,

King's Letter, the, 174-7,

King's Letter, the, 1756,

King's Letter, the, 1761,

King's Letter, the, 1762,

King's Letter, the, 1763,

King's Letter, the, 1765,

King's Letter, the, 1778,

King's Letter, the, 1783,

King's Letter, the, 1792,

King's Letter, the, 1794.,

King's Letter, the, 1798,

King's Letter, the, 1800,

King's Letter, the, 1801,

King's Letter, the, 1802,

King's Letter, the, 180*,

King's Letter, the, 1806,

King's Letter, the, 1607,

King's Letter, the, 1808,

King's Letter, the, 1810,

King's Letter, the, 1820,

King's Letter, the, 1822,

King's Letter, the, 1825,

King's Letter, the, I83I,

King's Letter, the, 1832,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 164 1,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 164-3,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1646,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1649,

King's Letter Answer to the, 1690,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1696,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1697,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1698,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1699,

King's Letter, Answer to Ihe, 1701,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1702,

King's Letter, Answer to tlic, 1715,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1716,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1719,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1722,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1725,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1726,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1727,

Kin"'s Letter, Answer to the, 1728,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 17.37,

King's Letter, .'\nswer to the, 1713,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1745,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1746,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1747,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1756,

Kin'»-'s Letter, Answer to the, 1761,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1762,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1763,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1765,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1778,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1783,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1792,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1794,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1798,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1800,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1801,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1802,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1804,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1806,

King's Letter, Answer to the, 1807,

TACK p,GK
524. King's Letter, Answer to the, 1808, . 912
54-4. King's Letter. Answer to the, 1810, . 919
571 King's Letter, Answer to the, 1820, . 974.

579 King's Letter, Answer to the, 1822, . 982
583 King's Letter, -Answer to the, 1823, . 991
595 King's Letter, Answer to the, 1831, . 1013
642 King's Letter, Answer to the, 1832, . 1019
069 Kintyre, disjunction of certain Parishes from
678 the Preshjtery of, . . 1058
683 Kirk of Campvere, Act in favour of tlie, 335
691 Kirkcudhright, the Parislies of Dairy and Cars-

723 phairn reunited to liie Preshytery of, . 324;

741 Kirk Government and Ordination, Act approv-

746 ing the propositions respecting, . 121
752 Kirk restored. Judicatories of the, . 2!

753 Kirktnen, Act against the civil places and power
796 of, . . . 29
815 Kifk-Sessions, anent voicing in, . . 26
836 Kirk- Sessions, anent the choosing of, . 53
843 Kirk-Sessions^Books to be yearly tried by Pres-

858 byteries, ... 39
875 Kirk-Sessions, Overtures concerning, 340
882 Kirk- Sessions, resolutions about Overtures con-

887 cerning, ... 543
893 Kirk-Sessions to have a copy of the Acts of As-
901 sembly, . . . 31
906 Kirk-Sessions to purchase the Acts of Assem-
911 bly, . . . .785
918 Kirks, Act against burials and hanging of ho-

973 nours in, . . . 79
982 Kirks, Act anent the furthering the plantation

990 of, . . . . 160
1012 Kirks, anent trial of the quality of, . 34.

1018 Kirks, disjunction of, . . 166
31

88 Langholm, erection of the Presbytery of, 671
144 Larbert, Commission of 1794 instructed to

217 judge of appeals in the case of the presenta-

222 tion of Mr Robert Knox to the parish of, 846
234 Larger Overtures, Act concerning the, 1718, 324.

258 Larger Overtures, the. Sec Overtures, . 337
268 Larger Overtures, Presbyteries to send in their

278 opinions respecting the, 1708, . 430
302 Larger Overtures, Presbyteries recommended to

314 consider and report on the, . 438
496 Larger Catechism approved of, . ,168
508 Larger Overtures, reference concerning the,

525 1710, . . .449
544 Latin Class, Overture anent attendance on the,

571 1841, . . 1105
379 Lawyers who are members of Assembly not to

386 appear as Procurators for parties at the bar, 703
596 Lawyers who are members of the Assembly or

643 Commission not to appear as Procurators for

670 parties at the bar, . . 818
679 League and Covenant agreed upon by the Com-
684 mittees of the Convention of Estates, and
692 General Assembly appointed to meet with the

723 Commissioners of the Parliament of England, 85
742 League and Covenant approved of by Assembly,

747 1 643, . . .86
753 League and Covenant to be subscribed by all

759 students of philosophy at their entry and lau-

797 reation, and by others before their first receiv-

816 ing the Lord's Supper, . 166

837 League and Covenant to be taken at the first re-

844 ceiving of the Sacrament of the .Supper by

859 students at their first entry to College, 191

877 League and Covenant, ordinance for the Earl

883 of Seaforth's excommunication for opposing

88S the, . . .136
896 Learning, anent the advancement of, . 400
902 Learning, ^c, approbation of Overtures con-

907 cerning, 1645 ; Schools and Colleges to be
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visited twice in the year ; jjrammar scliool-

masters to be skilled in the Latin tongue, for

poesy as well as prose ; Greek not to be taught

in gramruar schools or private places, unless

it be in the way of preparation for entering Col-

lege ; none to be admitted Students of Greek
in Colleges unless able to make n Latin theme;
none to be promoted from an inferior to a su-

perior class unless they be found to have pro-

tited ; none to have the degree of Ministers

who are found unworthy ; none who have

entered at one College to be admitted to an-

other without a testimonial from the JNIasters

of the College where he first entered, and none
of those who may be thus admitted to be re-

ceived into a higher class than that which he

should have occupied in the College from

whence he came ; correspondence to be kept

up among Universities, and Commissioners
of Colleges to meet for consultation at every

General Assembly, , 117.

Lecturing, Act anent, ITO't,

Lecturing and Catechising, anent, 165?,

Lecturing on a portion of the \\'ord of God re-

commended to Ministers,

Lecturing. Presbyteries are diligently to inquire

how ministers observe the Acts concerning,

Lerwick, appointment of the Presbytery of.

Letters and Addresses :—
From the King to the Assembly, 1641,

From Ministers in England, to the Assembly,
164.1.

From Assembly to tlie English Ministers, 1641

From the Assembly to the King,

From the King to the Assembly, 164"2,

From the Assembly to the King. 164"^,

From the Assembly to the Commissioners of

the kingdom at London, 164?,

From some I\linisters in England. 1642,

From the Assembly to these ^Ilnisters,

From distressed Professors in Ireland, 164?,

From the King to the Assembly, 164.3,

From distressed Professors in Ireland, 164.3,

From some Ministers in the Kirk of England,

1643. . . 78
Frc)m Westminster Assembly of Divines, 164.3, 8.3

From the Assembly to the King, i 643, 88
From the Assembly to the Parliament of Eng-

land, 1643,

From the Assembly to the Westminster As-

sembly of Divines, 1643,

From the Presf)ytery with the Army, 1644.

From distressed Christians in Ireland, 1644,

From the Assembly to the Presbytery v\itb

the Army, 1644,

From the Commissioners sent to the West-

minster Assembly, 1644,

From the Westminster Assembly, 1644,

From the Assembly to the Westminster As-

sembly of Divines, 1644,

From the Assembly to their Commissioners at

Westminster, 1664,

From the Assembly to tlie Kirks In the Ne-

therlands,

From the Commissioners at London, 1645,

From the Westminster Assembly, 1645,

From the Assembly to Parliament, 1645,

From the Assembly to the Westminster As-

sembly, 1645.

From the Assembly to the King, 1645,

From the Assemlily to their Commissioners at

London. 1645,

From the King to the Assembly, 1646,

118

1131

238

394
1009

45

'19

50
51

32
37

65
66
67
69
73
74

89

90
96
97

101

ib.

103

105

107

108

111

113

118

131

1.32

134

135

P.iOR

Letters and Addresses :—
From the Assembly to the King, 1646, 141
From the Assembly to the Parliament of Eng-

land, 1646, . . ib.

From the Assembly to the Lord Mayor, &c.
of London, 1646, . 14,5

From the Assembly to the Westminster As-
sembly, 1646, . . 146

From the Assembly to Scotsmen in Poland,
Sweden, Denmark, and Hungary, 163

From Westminster Assembly to the General
Assembly, 1648, . |66

From the Assembly to the Committee ofEstales, 168
From the Assembly to the Committee of Estates, 181
From the Assembly to the Westminster As-

sembly, 1648, . . 186
From the Assembly to Ihe King, 1648, 198
From the Assembly to the Kmg, 1649, 217
From the King to the Assembly, 1690, 222
From the Assembly to the King, 1690, ib.

From i\Ir i'hotnas Lining and others to the

Assembly, . . 225
From the Assembly to the King, 1690, -^i]

From the Assembly to the King, 1696, 254
From the King to the Assembly, 1697, 257
From the Assembly to the King, 1697, 258
From the King to the Assembly, 1698, 267
From the Assembly to the King, 1698, 268
From Ihe Assembly to the King, 1698, 269
From the King to the Assembly, 1699, 277
From the Assembly to the King, 1699, 278
From the Assembly to Mr Alexander Shields,

Mr Francis Boreland, Mr Archibald Stobo,

and Mr Alexander Dalgliesh, . 291
From the King to the Assembly, 1701, 301
From the Assembly to the King, 1701, 302
From the King to the Assembly, 1702, 312
From the Assembly to the King, 1702, 314
From the Commission of 1702 to Queen
Anne, on her Accession to the Throne, 313

From the Queen to the Assembly, 1703, 316
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1703, 317
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1704, 325
From the Assembly lo the Queen, 1704, 326
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1 705, 382
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1705, ib.

From the Assembly to the Queen, 1707, 419
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1708, 421
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1708, 422
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1708, 423
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1710, 440
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1710, 441
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1712, 460
Fiom the Assembly to the Queen, 1712, ib.

From the Commission of 171 1 to the Queen, 467
From the Commission of 1711 to the Queen, 470
From the Commission of 1711 to the Queen, 474
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1712, 476
Fiom the .Assembly to tlie Queen, 1712, 477
From the Queen to the .Assembly, 1713, 478
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1713, 479
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1714, 485
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1714, 486
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1714, 487
From the King to the Assembly, 1713, 49G
From the Assembly to the King, 1715, ib.

From the King to the Assembly, 1716, 307
From the Assembly to the King, 1716, 308
From the Assembly to the King, (congratu-

latory on the suppression of the Rebellion,)

1716, ... 310
From the King to the Assembly, 1719, 324
From the Assembly to ;he Kmg, 1719, 525

7L
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Letters and Addresses :

—

From the King to the Assembly, 1722, 541
From the Assembly to the King, 17:^2, ib.

From the Assembly to the King, on tlie

Growth of Popery, 1722, . . 54-6

From the Assembly lo the King, on the dis-

covery of a horrid Conspiracy, 1723, .561

From the King to the Assembly, 1725, 571
From the Assembly to the Kin;,', 1725, ib.

From tlie King to the Assembly, !726, 579
From the Assembly to the King, 1726, ib.

From the King to the Assembly, 1727, 585
From the Assembly to the King, 1727, 586
From the Assembly to the King, in regard to

the Growth of Popery, &c., 1727, . 593
From the Assembly to the King, on bis IVTa-

jesty's Accession to the Throne, 1728, 598
From the Commission of 1727 to the King,

on his Majesty's Accession, . 599
From the Assembly to the King, on the Mar-

riage of the Princess. Royal, 1734., . 627
From the Assembly to the King, on the Mar-

riage of the Prince of Wales, 1736, . 633
From the .Assembly's Commissioners to the

King, on the grievance of Patronage, 6.34.

From the King to the Assembly, 17.37, 642
From the Assemlily to the King, 1737, 643
I'rom the Assembly to the King, on occasion

of Taking the Forts near Carthagena, . 662
From the King to the .Assembly, 1743, 669
From the Assembly to the King, 1743, 670
From the Assembly to the King, on the criti-

cal Juncture of Affairs in 1744, . 675
From tlie King to the Assembly, 1 745, 678
From the Assembly to the King, 1745, 679
From the King to the Assembly, 1746. C83
From the Assembly to the King, 1746, 684
From the Assembly to the King, on occasion

of the Victory over the Rebels, 1746, C85
From the Assembly to the Duke of Cumber-

land, on occasion of the same, 1746, 686
From the Duke of Cumberland to the Com-

missioner to the Assembly of 1746, . 690
From the King lo the Assembly, 1747, 691
From the Assembly to the King, 1747, 692
From the Assembly lo the King, on the Ge-

neral Peace, 1749, . . 700
From the Assembly to the King, on the Birlli

of a Prince, 1750, . . 703
From the King to the Assembly, 1756, 723
From the Assembly lo the King, 1756, ib.

From the Assembly to the King, on the occa-

sion of his Declaration of War against the

French King, 1756, . 724

From the Assembly lo the King, on account

of the signal Successes of his Arms, 1760, 739

From the King lo the Assembly, 1761, 741

From the Assembly to the King, 1761, 742

From the Assembly to the King, on his Ac-

cession lo the Throne of these realms,

1761, ... 743

From the King to the Assembly, 1762, 746

From the Assembly to the King, 1762, 747

From the Assembly to the King, on his Mar-

riage, 1762, . . 748

From the .Assembly to the Queen, on her

Marriage, 17C2, . . 749

From the .Assembly to the Princess of Wales,

on the King's i\Iarriage, 1762, . 750
From the King to the .Assembly. 176.3, 752

From the Assembly to Ihe King, 1763, 753

From the Assembly to the King, on the Birth

of the Prince of Wales, 1703, . 754

Letters and Addresses :—
From the Assembly lo the Queen, on the Birth

of the Pi ince of Wales, . . 755 i

From the King to the Assembly, 1765, 758 i

From the Assembly to ihe King, 1765, 759
From the Assembly lo the King, anentlhe new

erections in the Highlands, 1765, . 760
From the Assembly to the King, on Public

Affairs, 1769, . . 778
From the .Assembly to the King, on the Birth

of a Princess, 1770, . . 780
From the Assembly to the King, on the Birth

of a Prince, 1774, . 787
From the Assembly lo the King, on the Death

of the late Queen of Denmark, 1775, 788
From the Assembly to the King, on the pre-

sent situation of .A flairs, 1776, . 790
From the .Assembly lo ibe King, on the Birth

of a Princess, 1776, . . 791
From the Assembly to his IVIajesty, on the pre-

sent situation of .Affairs in North .America,

1777, . . 794
From the King to the .Assembly, 1778, 796
From the Assembly lo the King, 1778, 797
From the Assembly to the King, on the pre-

sent situation of A fl'airs, 1778, . 798
From the Assembly to the King, on the Birth

of a Prince and situation of Affairs, 1779, 800
From Ihe Assembly to the King, on ihe Birth

of a Prince, 1781, . 806
From the Assemhiv to the King, on the situa-

tion of Public Afi'airs, 1782, . 808
From the King to the Assembly, 1783, 815
From the Assembly to the King, 1783, 8 If

From the .Assembly to the King, on the Peace,

1783, . . 817
From the Assembly to the King, on the Birth

of a Princess, 1784, . 819
From the Assembly to Ihe King, anent the

Commemoiation of the Revolution of 1688, 827
Fi'om the Assembly to the King, on his Re-

covery from Sickness, 1789, . 830
From the Assembly to the Queen, on his Ma-

jesty's Recovery, 1789, . 831
From the King lo the Assembly, 1792, 836
P'rom the Assembly lo the King, 1792, 837
From the .Assembly to the King, on the Mar-

riage of ihe Duke of York with the Prin-

cess Royal of Prussia, , . 838
From the Assembly to the King, on the sub-

ject of the War, 1 793, . 840
From the King to the Assembly, 1794, 843
From the Assembly to the King, 1794, 841
Ftom the Assembly to the King, on the sub-

ject of the War, 1794, . 845
From the Assembly lo the King, on the Mar-

riage of the Prince of Wales, 1795, 848
From the .Assembly to the Prince of Wales,

on his Marriage, . . ib.

From the Assembly to the King, on his late

Preservation, 1796, . 850
From the Assembly lo the King, on the Birth

of the Princess Charlotte of Wales, . 851
From the Assembly lo the King, on the Mar-

riage of the Princess Royal, . 856
From the King to the Assembly, 1798, 858
From the Assembly to ihe King, 1798, 859
From the .Assembly to the King, on the situa-

tion of Public Affairs, . SCO
From Ihe King lo the Assembly, 1799, 865
From the Assembly to the King. 1799, 866
From the Assembly to the King, on the situa-

tion of Public Affairs, . 867
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Letters and Addresses;—
I'Voin the Assembly to the People of Scotland,

warning tliein ag<iinst listening to Mission-

aries or itinerant Preachers sent by the So-

ciety tor Propagating the Gospel at Home,
From the King to the Assembly, 1800,

From the Assembly to the King, on his Pro-

vidential Escape iVom Assassination, 1800,

From the Assembly to tiie King, in Answer to

his Letter, 1800,

From the Assembly to the King, on the situa-

tion of AHaiis,

From the King to the Assembly, 1801,

From the Assembly to the King, 1801,

From the Assembly to the King, on the situa-

tion of Public Affairs,

From the King to the Assembly, 1802,

From the Assembly to the King, 1802,

From the Assembly to the King, on the situa-

tion of Pul)lic Affairs, 1802,

From the Assembly to the King, on the De-
feat of a daring Conspiracy, 1803,

From the King to the Assembly, 1804-,

From the Assembly to the King, ISOl,

From the Assembly to the King, on the ar-

duous situation of Affairs, 1804-,

From the Assembly to the King, on the ar-

duous situation of Affairs, 180j,

From the King to the Assembly, 180fi,

From the Assembly to the King, 1806,

From the Assembly to the King, on the ar-

duous situation of Affairs,

From the King to the Assembly, 1807,

From the Assembly to the King, 1807,

From the Assembly to the King, on the ar-

duous situation of Affairs,

From the King to the Assembly, 1808,

From the Assembly to the King, IS08,

From the Assembly to the King, on the situa-

tion of Affairs, I8;'8,

From the King to the Assembly, 1810,

From the Assembly to the King, 1810,

Froiu the Assembly to the King, on the Fiftieth

Anniversary of his Majesty's Accession to

the Throne,

From the Prince Regent to the As^eniblv,

ISll.

From the Assembly to the

1811,

From the Assembly to the

laii.

From the Assembly to the

18H.
From the Assembly to the

1813,

From the Prince Regent to the Assembly,

1814.,

From the Assembly to the Prince Regent,

1814.,

From the Assembly to the Prince Regent,

1814,

From the Prince Regent to the Assembly,

1813,

From the Assembly lo the Prince Regent,

1815,

From the Assembly to the Prince Regent,

1810,

From the Assembly to the Prince Regent,

1816,

From the Prince Regent lo the Assembly,

1817,

From the Assembly to the I'rince Regent,

1817,

From t!ie Assembly to the Prince Regent,

1817.

Prince

Prince

Prince

Prince

Regent,

Regent,

Regent,

Regent,

870
875

87G

877

878
882
883

884.

887
888

889

894.

895
896

897

899
901

902

903
906
907

908
911

912

913
918
919

921

9^1.

925

927

929

9.32

939

940

941

944.

945

9t6

919

95-4.

956

957

Letters and Addresses:—
From tlie Prince Regent to the Assembly,

1818, .
• 960

From the Assembly to the Prince Regent,
1818, . .962

From the Assembly to the Prince Regent,
1818, . .96*

From the Prince Regent to the Assembly,
1819. . .966

From the Assembly to the Prince Reaent,
1819, . .969

From the King to the Assembly, 1820, 973
From the Assembly to the King, 1820, 974
From the Assembly to the King, on his Acces-

sion to the 'Ihrone, 1820, . 975
From the Assembly to the King, 1821, 980
From the King to the ..\ssembly, 1822, 982
From the Assembly to the King, 1822, 983
From the Assemlily to the King, 1823, 986
From the Assembly to the King, on the Abo-

lition of Negro Slavery in the West In-
dies, 182.3, . . 986

From the King to the Assembly, 1825, 990
From the Assembly to the King, 1825, 991
From the Assembly to the King, on the Death

of the Duke of York, 1827, . 999
From the King to the Assembly, 1831, 1012
From the Assembly to the King, 1831, 1013
From the Assembly to the King, on his Ac-

cession to the Throne, . 1014
From the Assembly to the Queen, on his W.a-

jesty's Accession, . . 1015
From the King to the Assembly, 1832, 1018
From the Assembly to the King, 1832, 1019
From the Assembly to the King, on his pro-

vidential Escape from Assassination, 1833, 1023
From the Assembly to the King, an Address

of Thanks, 1834, . 1029
From the Assembly to the King, on the Abo-

lition of Slavery, 1834, . . ib.

From the Assembly to the King, an Address
of Thanks for the prospect of increased

means of Religious Instruction and l*as-

toral .Superintendence, 1835, . 1043
From the Ass.jmbly to the People of Scot-

land, relative to a Fast, 1835, . 1054
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1838, 1070
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1838, ib.

From the .'\ssembly to the Queen, on her Ma-
jesty's Accession, 18.38, . 1077

From the Assembly to the Queen Dowager,
on the Death of his late Majesty, 18.j8. 1079

From the .Assembly to the People of Scotland,

1838, . .1090
From the Assembly to the Queen, on her

Marriage, 1840,
'

. . 1098
From the ,'\ssembly to Prince Albert, 1840, 1099
From the Assembly lo the Ducliess of Kent,

^
1840, . . 1100

I'rum the Assembly lo the Queen, on the

IJirlh of the Princess- Roy.il, 1841, 1104
From the Assembly to tiie People, relative to

the Fast, 1841, . . 1106
From the Queen to the Assembly, 1842, 1 1 13
From the Assembly to the Queen, 1842, 1114
From ihc Assembly to the (Jucen, on tlie

liirth of the Prince of W'^rles, 1842. 1115
rVom the .Assembly to the Ciueen, on the

Claim of Right, 1842, . II4|
From the Assembly to the People of Scotland, 1 1 45
From the .Assembly to the Peo|)ie of Scotland, 1 158
From the Assembly to the People of Scotland,

relative to S.ibbath Profanation, 1834, II G3
Lcechman. I^rofessor, Act concerning, 1744, 076
Lewis, Act erecting the I'resbytery of, . 664
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Liberties of the Kirk encroached upon, . 173
Libraries in Presbyteries, Act for erecting, . 4-3S

Libraries in the Highlands, Act concerning tlie, 396
Libraries in the Higlilands, anent, . 332
Libraries in tbe Highlands, Islands, &c., concern-

ing the, .
. .388

Licence or ordination without the bounds of the

Church prohibited in the case of those who
have been educated within its bounds, . 803

Licence to Probationers, Overture anent the form

of a. . . o69
Licensing of Probationers, anent the, 1708, 429
Licensing of Probationers, Act concerning the.

1727, . . 39i
Licensing of Probationers, Overture about the.

174.1, . . 663
Licensing of Probationers, Act and Overture

about tbe manner of, 1742, 1743, 665, 671

Licensing of Probationers, Act anent, 1754', 719
Licensing of Probationers, Overture on the sub-

ject transmitted in 1767, . 768
Licensing of Probationers, Interim Act concern-

ing the, 1781, . . 807
Licensing of Probationers, Act concerning the, 81

1

Licensing of Probationers, Oveilure from tiie

Synod of Fife respecting tbe, . 823
Licensing of Probationers, Act respecting the.

1813, . . 9i4
Licentiates from abroad not to be allowed to

preach in Scotland till they be re-txiunined. 641

Lining, Mr Tliomas, and others, Assembly's

proceedings anent, . . 224
Linliiligow, 1606, Reasons annulling the pre-

tended Assembly hclden at, . 6

Linlithgow. 1608, Reasons annulling the pre-

tended Assembly holden at, . ib.

Lithuania, Act for the maintenance of a Student

from, 1740. . . 660
Lithuania, Act for the maintenance of two Stu-

dents from, . .316
Lochmaben, Act disjoining certain parishes of

the Presbytery of. . . 671

London, the Assembly's Letter to the Lord
Mayor, &c.. of, 1646, . 145

Long Island, Act erecting the Prcbytery of, 567
Long Island, Act disjoining the Presbytery of,

1742, . . 664
Lord's Day, anent the Profanation of the, 25, 38,

36,72,79, 141, 193,226, 387. 429. 339,988, 1154
Lord's Day. instruction to the Commission of

1791, res|jecting the due observjiion of the. 846
Lord's Day piofaned by multitudes of people

walking idly on the streets of Edinburgh, Pier,

and Shore, and Links of Leith, &c., . 387
Lord's Slipper, Article relating to the more fre-

quent celebration of the, 1638, . 25
Lord's Supper. Act anent the more frequent ce-

lebration of the, 1731, . . 705
Lord's .Slipper, Clause respecting the admini-

stration tif that ordinance in the Act 1643,

approving the Directory for Public ^Vorship, IIG
Lord's Supper not to be administered in private. 226
l^ord's Supper, recommenrlation anent tbe more

frequent administration of the, . 311

Lord's Supper, strict trial to be taken of those

who are admitted to the, . . 394-

Lord's Supper, recommendation concerning tbe

administration of tbe, . . 4-31

Lord's Supper, .-let appointing the more fre-

quent celebration of the Sacrament of the, 471

Lord's Supper, concerning the more frequent ce-

lebration of the, . . 568
Lord's Table, concerning the admission of per-

sons to the, . . 389

Lord's Table, such as do not walk suitably to

the Gospel to be debarred from the. 1652, 1 153
Lorn, Act dividing the Presbytery of, . 606
Ijorn, Commission appointed to co-operate with

the Presbytery of, 1712, . . 473
Lothian and Tweeddale. anent the meeting of

the Synod of, 1739, . . 736
Lothian and Tweeddale, alteration of the day of

meeting of the Synod of, 1835, . 1051
Lykwakes, Act against. . 128, 311

M'MlLLAN, Act anent IMr John, . 332
M'Millan, Rlr John, and others, Act concern-

ing their irregularities, . 506
Magistrate's concurrence in curbing and punish-

ing prevalent vices to be procured. . 641

Maitland, Lord. The Assembly's Commission
to his Lordship to present their Supplication

to tbe King, &c., . . 67
Malignancy, anent Ministers deposed for, . 200

See Ministers deposedfor Malignancy.
Manses and Glebes, recommendation to the Com-

missioners fur Public Afl'airs anent, . 166
Slanses and Stipends, measures taken to make

them free to the intrant, . .142
Markets on Monday and Saturday, anent, 25
Markets on Saturdays and Mondays, application

to be made to Parliament respecting tbe altera-

tion of, . . . 226
;\Iarriage, Act concerning, . 450
INIarriage, Overture concerning promises of

marriage made by minors to those with whom
they have committed fornication, 1644, 1 10

Blarriage to be celebrated only after the procla-

mation of banns, . . 226
Blarriages, resolution concerning, , 821
" JIarrow" Controversy, . . 534, 318
*• IMarrow of Modern Divinity," Act concerning

a book entitled, 1720, . . 534
Masters who have servants that profane the

Lord's Day. Act against, . . 79
Members of Assembly, Act concerning the elec-

tions of. 1 7:iS. . . C48
Members of Assembly, Presbyteries to see that

commissions to them be in due form, 1744, 675
Jlembirs of Assembly, their commissions and

attestations thereof, 1720, . 333
Members of Commission, qualifications of, 329
Members of tbe Kirk of Scotland, Exhorta-

tions and Directions to them regarding the

dangers of religion and the unlawful engage-
ment in war against England. . 171

IMerse and Tevioidale, sermon preached bv Mr
Gabriel Wilson of Maxton before tbe Synod
of,

.
• • 365

MIddlebie, Connnission for visiting the Presby-
tery ot; 299

MIddlebie, Act disjoining certain parishes of the

Presbytery of, . 671
Ministerial Communion, Act of 1799 regarding, 868
Minisieiial Communion, Act of 1799 on this

subject rescinded, 1842, . . 1125
Bllnislerial Freedom, Act concerning, 1734, 630
Ministerial Visitation, anent, . 395
Ministerial Visitation of Families. Overtures re-

garding,
_ . . .399

Ministerial Visitation of Families, directions re-

giirdlng, . . . 426
Ministers, Act anent the calling of, . 1044
Ministers, Act against petitions to the Privy

Council in their name without their knowledge
and consent, . . 64

Ministers, Act for censuring those who speak
not to the corruptions of the time, 1648, 188
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Ministers, Act for regulating Ihe transportation

of, . . . 236
Ministers admitted to parishes to be members of

Presbyteries and Synotis in whose bounds the

parish lies, . . 710
Ministers, against slandering of, . 71

Ministers already ordained, Questions to be put

to them when admitted to a parish, . 4-56

Ministers and Preachers unqualified, Act of

1799 regarding:, . . 868
Ministers and Probationers—their behaviour. 682
Ministers and Probationers to subscribe the For-

mula, . . 4o5
]\Iinisters, anent receiving deposed. • 38
Ministers, anent the calling of, . 44-7

Ministers at their ordination, questions to be put

to, . . 4^5
Ministers are carefully to inform their people of

the errors of the Church of Rome, . 422
Ministers and Probationers having the Irish lan-

guage not to be settled in the Lowlands, 428
Ministers appointed to supply vacant churches to

obey punctually, . . 260
Ministers appointed to supply the North, 1698, 275
Ministers^ corruptions in (he persons and lives of, 24
Ministers deposed for malignancy (when tliey are

put into a capacity fur admission to the mini-

stry) not to be allowed to become ministers of

congregations, the pastors whereof have been

deposed for a similar cause, . 200
Ministers deposed not to be reponed to their

former places. . . 129

Ministers deposed not to be suddenly admitted

to particular congregations, . 168

Ministers deposed or suspended, to be reported

by Presbyteries to the General Assembly, 439
Ministers, directory for election of. . 212
Ministers, entry and conversation of. . 22
Ministers in burghs, steps to secure provision for, 198

Ministers in England, Letter from, 16-1I, 1642,

1643, . - 49, 66, 78
Ministers of the Church of Scotland, Act

against their removing out of the kingdom,

1690, . . 2-26

Ministers bruiking their benefices, anent old, 46
Ministers making agreements with their herlti rs

about stipends, Overture for an addition to the

Act about, . . 738, 740
Ministers not to attend thelheiitre, . 729
Ministers not to be transported from the High-

lands excepting upon great and weighty rea-

sons, . . 584
Ministers not to make agreements with their

heritors about stipend, . 736
Ministers not to preach in vacant churches with-

out the bounds of their own Presbytery, un-

less invited by the Presbytery within whose

bounds they lie, or by some neighbouring

minister, . . 457
Ministers haunting with excommunicated per-

sons. Act against, . 88
Ministers obliged to reside in their parishes, 22
Ministers, Qveriure anent processes against, 1 143
Ministers, Overture anent the calling of, 1834, 1037
IMinisters, Presbyteries to proceed circumspectly

in processes against, . .24-1
Ministers publishing of books, &c., anent, . 400
Ministers, qualifications of Persons claiming to

vote in the calling of, - . 695
Ministers, Recommendation to them in regard

to their preaching, . . . 636
Ministers recommended to preach Catechetical

Doctrine, . . . 252

Ministers recommended to preach on the prin-

ciples of the Reformation and Revolution, . 698
Ministers, respect to be had to the character of

those Persons who vote in the Election of, . 697
Ministers' Stipends, Act and Recommendation

anent. , . . 313
Ministers, sentences passed against them from

1650, until tlie re- introduction of Prelacy,

declared null and void, . , 230
Ministers seceding from the Church, Act con-

cerning the. 173& . . 646
Ministers seceding from the Church, Act con-

cerning the, 1739, . . 649
Ministers sent North, Act in favour of, 1700, 296
Ministers to go for the supply of the North

quarterly, appointment of, . . 264
Ministers to study Popish Controversies more,
and to deal wisely with the consciences of
those who have fallen to Popery, . . 281

Ministers, transportation of, . 61, 62, 63
Ministers, transportation of, , , 327
Ministers to the Army, RecommendatioD anent, 263
Ministers, their deposition by the Committees

approved. , . . 38
Ministers, vagrant. Act anent the irregularities

of, . . . .254
Ministers when transported, not to be tried

again, • . . ,54
Ministers who are deposed or suspended dis-

charged from the exercise of the ministry, or

meddling with the stipend, . 190
Ministers who have not obeyed their appoint-

ment to go North, . . . 259
Ministers who observe not the order of the

Church, regarding fasts, thanksgivings, ad-
ministration of the sacraments, &c., Act
anent, . ... 225

Ministers who acquiesce not in the sentence of
Deposition, Act against, , , 29

^Ministry, anent Intrants to the, . , 390
Ministry, conuptions in the office of the, . 22
Ministry, enormities and corruptions observed in

the

—

In their lives— fruitless conversation, worldli-

ness, slighting of family worship, tippling,

minced oaths, &c.

In their callings— corrupt entry into' the mi-
nistry, silence in the public cause, idleness,

want of zeal, lifelessnets in preaching,

&c.. . . . 137, 138
Ministry— none to be admitted to the office

before reaching the age of 25, excepting where
qualities are rare and singular, . . 25

I^Jinistry, Presbyteries to appoint some to direct

the studies of young men coming forward to

the, . . .142
JJinistry, remedies for corruption in the.

Presbyteries to see that vacants kirks are

filled with godly men. and to be accurate

in private trials and visitations of kirks

Minibters to humble themselves, to have a

godly conversation, to commune among
themselves, and to improve their ministry

with diligence, . . 138, 139
Ministry, recommendation anent Intrants to the,

1708, . ... 429
Jlinistry, trial and admission of Expectants to

the, . . . .161
Missionary ^Ministers not to be elected as Com-

missioners to the Assembly, . . 715
Missions, Home, Act regarding, . 1129
Missions, India, Act in favour of, 1835, 1044
Missions, India, Act in favour of, 1836, 1058
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Missions, India, Act in favour of, 1837, 1069
Missions, India, Act in favour of, 1838, 1080

Missions, India, Act in favour of, lri39, 1093

Missions, India, Act in favour of, I84'0, 1 101

Missions, India, Act in favour of, 1842, 1127

Moderation of a Call agreeable to immemorial

and constitutional practice, . . 811

Moderator in Provincial Assemblies, Act con-

cerning election of a, IG-i^, . Ill

Money, concerning the Church's Public, 564
Money granted by her Majesty for defraying the

public expenses of the Church, Act respecting

the right application nf the, . . 4-65

Money, the Church's Public, Act for the right

management of the, 1719, , , 529
Montrose, Presbytery of Brechin recommended

for asserting their rights to examine all the

Schools of, . . . 958
Monumental Church, recommendation to pro-

mote subscriptions for the, IH19, . 972
Moray, the Presbytery of Sirathbogie united to

the Synod of, . . . 289
Mortifications, Act anent, . . 299
Mortifications, anent, . . 394
Mull. Act erecting the Presbytery of, . 606
Murdering of Children—the Act of Parliament

thereanent appointed to be read from the

pulpits, .... 748

Nationai. Education in Ireland, note respecting

the discussion on the Overtures concerning,

1833, . . . 1027
National Fast, Act anent a, 1700, . 290
Nation.il Fast appointed, 1701, . 305
National Fast. Act concerning a, 1706, . 397

National Fast, appointment of a, 1726, . 581

Nation:il Fast, Act appointing a, 1756, . 725
National Thanksgiving, Act concerning a, 424
Nenthorii, Parish of, disjoined from the Presby-

lery of Lauder, and annexed to tiie Presby-

tery of Kl-Uo, 1776, . . 792
Netherlands, Assembly's Letters to the Kirks

in the, . . 108

New Churches, Overtures on, 1835, . i053

New Churches, titles of, 1842, . I 128

Non- Communicants and profaners of the Sabbath

to be proceeded against, . 56
""on- Residence, Act against, . 22

"th. Act anent (he deficients in supplying the, 270
i orih, Act anent the supply of the, . 299
North. Act anent the supply of the, I70I, 303
North, Act approving of the proceedings of the

Committee of 1694, for the, . 251

North, Act approving Overtures for planting

the, . .271
North, Act approving Overtures for planting

the, 16!)9, . . 2S3
North, Act approving Overtures concerning

the planting of the, 'l703, . 322
North, Act continuing supplies of preaching for

the. 1696, . . . 255
North, Act declaring Appeals of Committee for

1694 fallen from, . . ib.

North, Act for rendering etfectual the supplies

for the, . . .300
North, Act for rendering effectuiil the supplies

for the, . . . 360
North, Act in favour of Ministers sent to the,

1700, . . .296
North, Act nominating Ministers to go to the,

1696, . . .251
North, anent Ministers who have not obL-yed

their appointment to go, . . 259

North, anent the planting of the,

North, appointment of Ministers to go to the,

1697,

North, approbation of Overtures for more
speedily and certainly supplying the, 1693,

North, Ministers appointed to supply the.

North, some Ministers appointed to supply the,

1698.

North, some Probationers appointed to go, 1698,

Notice to the Reader, prefixed to the Acts of 1638.

Novations, anent.

Novations, Overture transmitted anent, 1695,

Novations, Synods and Presbyteries to be advised

with before they are determined in,

Oath of Abjuration, Act concerning the.

Oath of Abjuration, Address to the Queen con-

cerning the.

Oath taken by the Sovereign to maintain the

Church of Scotland,

Oaths, Act against contrary.

Oaths and Bonds imposed without the consent

of the Church, Act and Declaration against.

Observation of Fasts, concerning the.

Observation of the Lord's Day, Act for the bet-

ter,

Ordained Assistants, Interim Act and Overture
concerning,

Ordinances may be dispensed to strangers coming
from other Protestant Churches,

Ordination, Act condemning the Book of,

Ordination and Kirk Government, Act approv-

ing the Propositions of the Westminster As-
sembly respecting.

Ordination, Questions to be put to Ministers at

their.

Ordination without relation to a particular

charge, Presbyteries recommended to be cau-

tious in granting.

Ordination of elders, Act of 1816, anent the.]

See Elders,

Order in Council respecting Prayers for the

Royal Family, note of discussion on the,

1820,

Orkney, Caithness, and Zetland, joined in one

Synod, 1704,

Orkney a:id Zetland Presbyteries joined to the

Provincial of Caithness,

Orknev, Act in favour of the Presbytery of,

1700,

Orkney, anent the erection of another Presbytery

in, . .

Orkney, anent the Synod of, •

Orkney, Commission to visit,

Orkney, concerning the erection of the Synod
of,

Orkney, Syno'l of, to meet on the 3d Wednes-
day of April,

Orphan Children of Soldiers, recommendation
anent the.

Orphans and Widows of Ministers, recommenda-
tion of a Fund for the maintenance of the,

Orphans and Widows of Ministers—former

recommendation concerning them revived,

1735,

Orphans and Widows of .Ministers—time for

contributing to the Fund prolonged,

Orphans and Widows of IMInisicrs, Act concern-

ing the Fund for the provision of the, 1743,

Overture anent the ordering of the Assembly's

House approved,

Overtures and Acts of Assembly, concerning the

method of passing.

265

264

2! a
ni

275
276

I

4-8

248

42

473

476

408
63

170

U:i

429

821

457
9

121

455

821

952

979

32 i

140

293

403
ib.

295

573

1142

760

520

631

5G4

GSO

46

296
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Overluros, &c., concerning the method of giving

theiTi in to the Assembly, . . 393
Overtures, Act anent Presbyteries neglecting to

send up their opinion on, . 733
Overtures,*Act concerning Presbyteries neglect-

ing to send up their opinion on, . 715, 718
Ovei'tures, Act concerning the Larger, 1718, o2t
Overtures not to be brought into the Assembly

the same day in which they were moved in

the Committee, . . . 781

Overtures, the Large, 1705, . . 337
Chapter I.

General Directions.

1. Of the right Manner of Constituting of

Church Judicatories, , . 338

2. Of the Moderator of a Church Judicatory, ib.

3. Of Clerks to Church Judicatories, and their

Registers, . . . 339

4. Of Proceedings in all Church Judicatories,

and the Members' Behaviour therein, 340

5. Of the Closing of all Church Judicatories, 311

Chapter II.

Of the Proceedings and Methods of Kirk- Sessions.

1. Of the Constitution of this Judicatory, 342
'/, Of the Election and Constituting of Elders

and Deacons, , . . ib.

3. Anent JIarriage, . . . 343
4. Of the Admission of Infants to Baptism, ib.

5. Of Admission to the Lord's Table, and de-

barring from it, . . . ib.

6. Of proceeding willi Drunkards, Swearers,

Profaners of the Sabbath, and such like

Scandalous Persons, . . . 344
7. Of Processes for Uncleanncss, Fornica-

tion, and Adultery, . . ib.

8. Of Processes which natively begin at the

Kirk-Session, but are not to be brought

to a 6nal determination by them, 347

9. Of the Privy Censures in the Sessions, ib.

Chapter III.

Of the Proceedings and Methods in Presbyteries.

1. Of the Constitution of this Judicatory, 348
2. Of Licensing Probationers or Preachers, ib.

3. Of Vacant Congregations, and Planting

thereof, . . 350

4. Of the Ordination of a Min'ster, . 352

5. Of Transportations in general, and the

Grounds and Reasons thereof, . 35.3

6. Of Parochial Visitations by the Presbytery, 338

7. Of Censuring of Ministers, . 361

8. Of Appeals from a Kirk- Session to the

Presbytery, . . 362

9. Of References made by the Kirk-Session

to the Presbytery, . 363

10. Of Censuring such Scandals which are so

gross, that tlie Kirk-Session does not ab-

solve from, as of Adultery, &c., 364

11. Of a Process in order to the highest Cen-

sure of Excommunication, . ib.

12. Of Prcsbyterial Exercises, . 366

13. Of Privy Censures in the Presbyteries, ib.

Chapter IV.

Of the Proceedings and Method in Provincial

Synods.

1. Of the Constitul'on and Opening of this

Judicatory, . . . 367

2. Of the Committees of Synods. . 368

3. OfProceedingsofCommitteesfor Overtures, 309

4. Of the Proceedings of the Committees for

Bills, References, and Appeals, ib.

5. Of the Proceedings of the Committees for

the Examination of the Presbytery Pooks

or Registers, . . . 370

6. Of the Synod's Proceedings in Processes, 370
7. Of the Privy Censures of Presbyteries, 372
8. Of the Closing of the Synod, . 373

Chapter V.

Of the Proceedings and Methods in General
A ssemblies.

1. Of the Constitution and Opening of this

Judicatory, . . . 373
2. Of the Committees of the General As-

sembly, . . . 375
3. Of the Proceedings in the Committee of

Overtures, , . . ib.

4. Of the Proceedings of the Committees for
Bills, References, and Appeals, . 376

5. Of the Proceedings of the Committees for
Synod Books, and the Commission of
former .'Assemblies, . . 377

6. Of the General Assembly's Methods of
Proceedings, . , Jb.

7. Of the Commissions appointed by General
Assemblies, . . 380

8. Of ihe Closing of the General Assembly, 381
Overtures, reference concerning the Larger,

1710, . . .449
Overtures respecting a Commission of the As-

sembly approved of, . . 239
Overtures transmitted by the Assembly, Over-

ture intended to remedy the delay of Presby-
teries in sending up their opinions on, 1761, 746

Paisley, disjunction of certain parishes from the

Presbytery of, . . 1035
Papists, Acts renewed against, . 39
Papists' names and number to be taken up, 25
Papists' names to be given in to the Privy Coun-

cil, 1695, . . 247
Papists' names to be sent to the Privy Council, 334
Papists' names to be sent to his Majesty's Ad-

vocate, 1715, . , 506
Papists, Overtures anent, . 56
Papists, Overtures anent the education of the

children of, . . ib.

Papists, Piotestants not to marry with, . 334
Papists, recommendation to Presbyteries anent,

lego, . . 226
Papists, their children and excommunicated per-

sons. Presbyteries enjoined to observe the

Overtures concerning.

Presbyteries to give in lists of Papists to Ge-
neral Assembly, and to require of those who
have been, or are still Papists, that they

bring home such of their children as are

in foreign countries ; Parents, before they

send their children abroad, to acquaint the

Presbytery of the bounds, and such as do
not comjily to be processed ; Presbyteries

to inquire whether pedagogues remain sted-

fast in the true religion. The names of
all excommunicated persons to be given in

annually to the Assembly, &c., . 195
Paraphrase of the Psalms brought from England,

Act for revising the, . 159
Paraphrases, Act anent the, . 681
Parents not to send their children abroad before

acquainting their Presbytery, . Ml
Parish Churches, Act against such as withdraw

themselves from their own, , 157
Parish Churches, Act discharging Presbyteries to

consent to the suppressing of, 1740, 655
Parishes,— their disjunction or annexation from
one Presbytery to another, not to be determin-

ed liy Synods without authority from the As-
sembly, . . 681
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Parishes, Overture anent the annexation and

suppression of.

Parliament of England, Assembly's Letter to

the,

Parliament of England,— Declaration of the

Lords and Commons to the General Assem-
bly, 1613,

Parliament, Petition to the, 1645,

Parliament, Petition to, respecting the Catholic

claims,

Parliament, Act, 1661, c. 18, of, for the due ob-

servance of the Sabbath,

Parliamentary Church, districts erected into

parishes, quoad sacra^

Parliament,— Assembly's supplication to them,

anent Ministers' stipends and tithes, 164-9,

Parliament, Act, 1672, c. 22; 1693, c. 40;

1695, c. 13, of, against Profaneness,

Parliament of England,— Propositions given by

their Commissioners to a committee to be pre-

sented to the Assembly, 1643,

Parliament of England, Assembly's Answer to

the, 1642,

Parliament of England,—the Assembly's An-
swer 10 their Declaration, 1643,

Parochial Collections throughout the Church,

Act for, 1842,

Parochial Registers,—the different kinds recom-

mended to he kept,

Parochial Schools, Presbyteries to see to the set-

tlement of,

Parochial Schools to be erected where not already

planted, 1758,

Parochial Schoolmasters, Declaration in favour

of an increase of their salary, 1802,

Pastoral Address, relative to a Fast, 1841,

Pastoral Address, relative to a day of humilia-

tion and prayer, 1842,

Pastoral Address, 1835,

Pastoral Address, 1838, . .

Pastoral Admonition of 1799,

Pastoral Admonition on Sabbath Profanation,

1834,

Pastoral Admonition on the subject of Sab-

bath Sanclification, note respecting the, 1841,

Pastoral Letter on Family Worship, 1836,

Patronage, Address of the Commission of 171 1,

concerning.

Patronage, Address of the Assembly's Com-

missioners to his Majesty on the grievance of,

Patronage, directions given to the Commission

of Assembly, in regard to the grievance of,

1736. . •

Patronage declared to be a grievance, 1842,

Patronage, note respecting the discussion on the

Overtures anent, 1833,

Patronage, Memorial sent to Members of Par-

liament by the Commission of 1714, resptct-

in" the grievance of,

Patronage, notice of the discussion in 1784, re-

specting the repeal of the law of,

Patronaoe. Representation and Address of the

Commission of 1711 thereanent, approved of,

Patronages, Parliament commended by the As-

sembly for abolition of.

Peace, Address on the, 178.3,

Pence, Address to the King on the, 1749,

Pecunial pains against excommunicated persons.

Act recommending the enforcement of,

Pedapcogues, Act anent.

Penalties for restraining vice, ordinance for up

lifting.

Penny Bridals, Act against,

I'AGE PAGP
Penny Bridals, recommendation concerning, . 395

84 Penny Bridals, Act for restraining Abuses at, . 129
Penny Weddings, recommendation against

144 Abuses at, . . . 531
People, Warning and Admonition to the, 1798, 1158
Perjuries at the Custom-houses in matters of

77 Trade, Act concerning,
. . 530

118 Perjuries in Cuslom-houses, Act against, . 641
Perth abjured, the Five Articles of, ,18

933 Perth, 1618, Reasons for annulling the pre-

tended Assembly, holden at, . .8
1 155 Perth and Stirling, Act appointing the places of

meeting of the, 1743, . . 672
1024 Petition to High Court of Parliament, respect-

ing the Irish Invasion, . . .118
203 Petitioners for charity, to produce testimonials

as to their life and conversation, . . 44.3

1155 Plantation of Kirks, Act for pressing and fur-

thering the, . . . 160
1

Planting vacant Churches, especially tanquam
76 jure devoluto. Overtures concerning the,

1720, . . . . 539
38 Pluralities, discussion on, 1816, . 950

Pluralities, Act anent, 1817, . . 959
89 Pluralities, note respecting the discussion on,

1825, . . .994
1127 Pluralities, note respecting the discussion on,

1826, . . .998
953 Pluralities, note respecting the discussion on,

1828, . . . 1002
699 Pluralities, Overture anent, . 1145

Poland, &c.. Letter to Scotsmen in, . I63
7.33 Poor—the collection for them not to be taken

during the time of Divine service, . 198
891 Pocr to be maintained by their own Parishes, 368

1 106 Popish and Prelalic Faction, call by the Parlia-

ment of England to unite against the, . 81
1145 Popish Schools and Colleges without the king-
1034 dom, Presbyteries to inquire whether any
1090 children have been sent to, , 141
870 Popery, Address to the Queen on the Growth

of, 1714, . . .491
1163 Popery, Address to the King on the Growth of,

1722, . . . 546
1042 Popery, Address to the King in regard to the

1064 Growth of, 1727, . . .393
Popery, Act against, 1704, . . 334

470 Popery, Act against, . . 281
Popery, anent the repressing of, . 25

634 Popery, anent reception of converts from, 1703, .323

Popery, Act for preventing the Growth of, 1719, 326
Popery, Act for the better execution of former

640 Acts against, 1714, . . 490
1127 Popery, Act for suppressing and preventing the

Growth thereof. 1707, . . 401
1028 Popery and Profanity, Act against, . 305

Popery, Act for suppressing of, . 317
Popery, Act for preventing the Growth of, 1747, 694

302 Popery, Act regulating the reception of converts

from, . . . . 297
820 Popery, Ministers to be careful to inform their

people of the abominable errors of, . 422
467 Popery, Resolution anent, 1779, . 801

Popery, scandalous persons who embrace, . 328
203 Popery, steps to prevent the Growth of, . 338
817 Prayer, Assembly's appointment of a Diet for,

700 1690, . . 223
Prayer, Diet for, 1694, . . 235

160 Prayer, Diets for, 1695, . . 846
294 Prayer enjoined for the Princess of Wales, as

well as the other membtrs of the Royal Fa-

110 mily, 1795, . . 849
31 1 Prayer for the Royal Family, 1736, . 634
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Prayers tor tl»e Royal Family, iiole regarding

tlie discussion on the Order in Council re-

specting, 18-20, . . 979
Prayers, Act relating to (>'jblic, . 72
Preachers sent to the North to be punctually

paid, . . 490
Preachers not to be elected as Commissioners to

the Assembly, . .716
Preaching, recommendation to Ministers and

Probationers on the subject of, . G36
Precentors, recommendation for maintenance of, 217
Prelates—Acts against the unlawful Oaths ex-

acted by them of Intrants, . 8
Prelates—such as receive licence or ordination

from them declared censurable, 1701, . 308
Prelatical Preachers discharged from the exercise

of Church Discipline, . 505
Presbyterial Libraries, . . 438
Presbyterial Meetings ordered to be kept, 21
Presbyterial Visitations, . . ib.

Presbyterial Visitations recommended, . 299
Presbyterial Visitations, anent, . 395
Presbytery Books, Synods enjoined to visit, 1097
Presbytery Eiders to be chosen within two months

after the meeting of Synod, . 793
Presbytery of Annan, erection of the, . 671

Presbytery of Burravoe erected, . 1009
Presbytery of Dunkeld, certain parishes dis-

joined from the, . . 1058

Presbytery of Greenock erected, , J 035
Presbytery of Irvine, certain parishes disjoined

from the, . . ib.

Presbytery of Isla and Jura, erection of the, 1058
Presbytery of Jedburgh, the parish of Castleton

disjoined from the, . . 671

Presbvtery of Kintyre, certain parishes disjoined

from the, . . 1058

Presbytery of Langholm, erection of the, 671

Presbytery of Lerwick erected, . 1009

Presbytery of Lewis erected, . . 664
Presbytery of Lochraaben, certain parishes dis-

joined from the, . . 671

Presbytery of Long Island erected, . 567
Presbytery of Long Island disjoined, . 664

Presbytery of Lorn, Act dividing the, . 606

Presbytery of IMiddlebie, certain parishes dis-

joined from the, . . 67

1

Presbytery of Mull, Act dividing the, 606

Presbytery of Paisley, certain parishes disjoin-

ed iVom the, . . 1035
Presbytery of Uist erected, . G64

Presbytery of Weem, erection of the, . 1058

Presbytery Meetings to be more carefully ob-

served. .... 64

Presbyterians separating from the Church, .ict

against some, . 506

Presbyteries, Act approving the association of,

1690, . . .226
Presbyteries, anent Commissions from, 773

Presbyteries are recommended to be cautious in

granting ordination to such persons .as have

no fixed charge, nor a reasonable prospect of

such provision as shall enable them to sup-

port the ministerial character, . 821

Presbyteries discharged from using any Formula,

in licensing Probationers or ordaining Mini-

sters, but such as is approved by the General

Assembly, . . . . 519
Presbyteries in General Assembly, Act concern-

ing the representation of, , . 465

Presbyteries in the Northern and Western Islands

may elect their Commissioners to the Assembly

at any time before the 1st of May, . 1081

Presbyteries instructed to have a Copy of liie

Acts of Assembly, ... 30
Presbyteries may proceed to take all steps towards

the settlement of a parish, notwithstanding an
appeal, but may not complete it, . 618

Presbyteries not obeying sentences of the Assem-
bly, decfared to be ipsofacto sisted before the

next General .Assembly, . . 719
Presbyteries neglecting to send up their opinion
on Overtures, Act concerning, . 715

Presbyteries, Overtures concerning, . 540
Presbyteries prohibited from taking young men

on trials who have never studied at any Uni-
versity, .... 807

Presbyteries re-erected, . . .21
Presbyteries, Resolution about Overtures con-

cerning, . . 3^3
Presbyteries, rule regarding their Representation

in the General Assembly, . 236
Presbyteries to consider matters referred to them,

1645, . . 135
Presbyteries to correspond personally and by letter, 142
Presbyteries to keep a watchful eye over Students

of Tlieology, and to be careful in regard to

those whom they license to preach the Gospel, 390
Presbyteries to keep separate Registers for in-

serting particulars relative to the Scheme for

providing for Ministers' Widows, &c., 1744, 674
Presbyteries to make annual trial of Parish

Registers, . . 39
Presbyteries to take notice of what is taught in

Colleges, . . 457
Presbyteries to transmit Annual Lists to the

Trustees for the Widows' Fund, 1747, . 693
Presbyteries to see to the Settlement of Parochial

Schools, . . 699
Presentation, Act anent Settling Ministers in

consequence of a, . . 719
Presentations, anent Lists to his Majesty and

other Patrons for. . . 54
Presentations, Assembly's desires to his Majesty

anent the Lists for, . S(j

Press, ."ict repressing the Licentiousness of the, 30
Priests, anent Popish, . 247
Prince Albert, Address to his Royal Highness,

1S40, . . 1099
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1811, . 927
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1812, . 929
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1813, . 932
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1614, . 941
Prince Regent, .Address to the, 1815, . 946
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1816, . 949
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1817, . 937
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1818, . 964
Prince Regent, Address to the, 1819, . 969
Prince of Wales, Address to Queen Victoria, on

the Birth of the, 1842, . . 1115
Prince of Wales, Address to the King on the

Marriage of the, . . 633
Piince Regent's Letter, 1811, . 921
Prince Regent's Letter, 1814, . 939
Prince Regent's Letter, 1815, . 944
Prince Ret;ent's Letter, 1817, . 954
Pri:)ce Regent's Letter, 1818, . 960
Prince Regent's Letter, 1819, . 966
Prince Regent's Letter, Answer to the, 1811, 925
Prince Regent's Letter, .Answer to the, 1814. 940
Prince Regent's Letter, Answer to the, 1815, 945
Prince Regent's Letter, Answer to the, 1817, 95(i

Prince Regent's Letter, Answer to the, 1818, 962
Prince Regent's Letter, Answer to the, 1819, 967
Princess Charlotte of Wales, Address to the Prince

Regent, on occasion of the Death of the, 964

7 .M
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Princess- Royal, Address to the King, on tlie

Marriage of the, 1 734., . . 627
Princess- l{oy;d, Address to Queen Victoria, on

the Birth of the, 1841, . . 1104
Princess of Wales, Mother of George III., Ad-

dress to the, on the King's Marriage, 1762, 750
Printed Acts of Assembly, Sessions to nave

the, . . . 128

Printing Commissions, Act anent, . 910
Printing of Ecclesiastical Processes discharged,

where there is no allowance, . 297
Printing of Papers in Processes, Act concerning

the, ... 588
Printing of Proceedings of the Kirk, &c., not

allowed, without Warrant subscribed by the

Clerk of Assembly, .

.' 30
Printing of the Acts of Assembly, anent the, 39
Privy Censures, Presbvteries recommended to

setup, . ' . . 243
Privy Council, ihe Lords of his Majesty's— the

.'Assembly's desires to them, respecting unity

in religion, &c., . . - 64'

Privy Council, Names of Papists to be sent to the, S34
Probalioners, Act for Enrolling the Names of

all, 1697, ... 257
Probationers. Act concerning the Trial and Li-

censing of, . . . 4-53

Probiitioners and Alinistcrs to Subscribe the

Formula, . . . 453
Probalioners, Act for further regulating the

Trials of, 1714., . . 488
Probationers, Act concerning the Licensing of,

1727, . . .594
Probalioners, Act and Overture about the man-

ner of Licensing, 1742 and 1743, . 663,671
Probationers, Act and Overture about Processes

against, . . . 688
Probationers, Act respecting the Licensing of,

1813, . . . . 934
Probationers and Students, Act for better obser-

vation of the Acts of Assembly regarding, 641

Probationers, anent Testimonials of, . 250
Probationers, anent the Licensing of, 1754, 719
Probationers appointed to go to the North,

1698, . . 276
Probationers before they be licensed, questions

to be put to, . . 436
Probationers, concerning the Licensing of, 1708, 429
Probationers silenced, Presbyteries to report to

Assembly concerning, . . 439
Probationei s, Act, 1782, respecting the Licensing

of, . . 811

Probationers, Lists of them to be Annually pre-

sented to the Assembly, . . 637
Probationers. Overture about the Licensing of,

1741, . . .663
Probationers, Overture about Processes against, 696
Probationers, Overture anent the form of a Li-

cence to, . 369

Probationers, Overture respecting the Licensing

of, . . . 772

Probationers prohibited from going to offer them-

selves for Ordinations, unless they carry testi-

monials with tliem, . . 436

Probationers, Regulations respecting, . 238

Probationers to subscribe the Confession of

Faith, . . .225
Probationers, their behaviour. . . 682

Procedure in Ecclesiastical Judicatories, con-

cerning the reviling the Overtures about the

method of, . . 419

Procedure in the case of scandalous persons.

Act concerning, 1703, . • 383

297
237
1143

241

279
26

141

988

1133

487
241

Proceeding in Ecclesiastical Judicatories, Act
anent Overtures concerning the method of, 258, 272

Proceedings of Assembly, 1643, approved, 139

Process, anent preparing a Form of, , 336
Process, Act anent the Form of, 1706, . 393
Process, Act approving the Form of, . 403
Process, Act on the Form of, 1833, . 1049
Process, Overture on the Form of (trial of causes,)

1633, . . .1049
Processes, Ecclesiastical, no part of them to be

printed without allowance.

Processes, anent the giving in of.

Processes against Ministers, Overture anent.

Processes against Ministers, Presbyteries to pro-

ceed circuiYispectly in,

Proclamation of Baims, Act anent,

Proclamation of Banns, anent.

Proclamation, Act concerning James Graham's,
16+6,

Procurators for parties at the bar. Lawyers who
are Member of Assembly not lo appear as, 703, 818

Profanation of the Sabbath, anent the, 23, 38, 56, 72,

79, 141, 193, 2-^6, 387, 429, 359,988, 1154

Profanation of the Sabbath, President Blair's opi-

nion as to the,

Piofiination of the Lord's Day, Admonition and

Information respecting the,

Profaneness, Act of Parliament, 1672, 1693,

1695, and 1701, against, 1155, 1136, 1137

Profaneness, Act against, . 26

1

Profaneness, Act for the better execution of the

Laws against, .

Profaneness, Act against, 1694,

Profaneness, Act and Recommendation concern-

ing, . . . .395

Profaneness, Act against, . 329
Profaneness, Act against, . . 280
Profaneness, Act against, 1722, . 539
Profaneness, Act against, 1746, . 688
Profaneness, Laws against,—Abbreviate of them

to he reprinted, 1746, •
. 687

Profanity, King's Proclamation against, to be

read from the pulpits, . . 503
Professions in Schools, Act for the encourage-

ment of scholars to, . . 129

Professor of Theology, Act anent the appoint-

ment and ordination of, 1838, . 1082

Professors to be the ablest men, and best affected

to the Reformation, . 47
Professors of Divinity, Act anent their election

to be Commissioners to Assemblies by Pres-

byteries, . . 74

Professors of Divinity to endeavour to make their

Students well acquainted with the true method

of preaching the Gospel, . 637

Professors in Universities to send a copy of their

dictates lo the General Assembly, . 142

Professorship of Biblical Criticism, anent the

establishment .nnd endowment of a, . 1095

Promiscuous dancing. Act against, . 31

1

Propositions from English Commissioners rela-

tive to further reformation of religion, 1643, 60
Propositions, Act concerning the Hundred and

Eleven, . . 164

Protest by Ebenezer Erskine and others, 1733, 625
Protestant line. Act recommending Prayers for

the Succession in the, . . 430
Protestants warned against marrying with Pa-

pists, . . . 335
Provincial Assemblies in 1638. order of the, 27, 28
Psalmody, Overture anent the,

690, 094, 697, 701, 704

Psalmody, Overture about the, . 706
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Psaltns, Act anent tlie Irish,

Psalms, Act for revising the Paraphrase of the,

Psalms, anent the new Paraphrase of the.

Psalms, recommendatioa concerning the sing-

ing of the.

Psalms, revising of the Paraphrase of the.

Psalm Tunes, recommendation for teaching the

common,
Puhlic Accounts, concerning, 1723,

Public Libraries in Presbyteries, Act for erect-

ing, .

Public Money, Acts respecting the.

Public Money, by order of Assembly, 176S—all

application for it to be transmitted to the Agent

for the Church before the 1st of Way
yearly.

Public Worship, Act respecting those who with-

draw themselves from.

Public Worship, uniformity in. See Uniformity

fnr this Kirk,

Purging of Scandals, Overture about the manner

of 174.1,

Purity of Doctrine, Act for preservin.; of the.

Purity of Doctrine, Committee for preserving,

(Professor Simson's case,) . 500,

Purity of Doctrine, continuance of the Commit-

tee for, ( Professor Simson's case,)

Purity of Doctrine, Act for maintaining, (Pro-

fessor Simson's case,)

Purity of Doctrine. Act and Commission for

preserving Purity of Doctrine, (Professor

Simson's case.

)

Purity of Doctrine, Act and Recommendation

for preserving, (Professor Campbell's case,)

Quakers, means to be taken for reclaiming the,

Queen, Act recommending Prayers for the,

1711,

Queen Adelaide— Address to her Majesty, on

the King's Accession to the Throne,

Queen Charlotte— Address to her Majesty, on

her Marriage, 1762,

Queen Charlotte ^ Address to her Majesty, on

the Birth of the Prince of Wales, 176.3,

Queen Charlotte— Address to her Majesty, on

the King's Kecovery from Sickness, 17b9,

Queen Charlotte— Address to the Prince Re-

gent, on the Death of, 1818,

Queen Dowager— Address to her Majesty, on

the Death of William IV.,

Queen, Address by the Commission of 1702 to

the.

Queen, Address to the, 1703,

Queen, Address to the, 1707,

Queen, Address to the, 1708,

Queen, Address to the, on her Recovery from

Indisposition, 1714,

Queen, Address to the, on the Growth of

Popery, 1714.,

Queen, Address to the, on her Accession to the

Throne, 183o,

Queen, Address to the, on her Marriage,

1840,

Queen, Address to the, on the Birth of the Prin-

cess-Royal, ISl-I,

Queen, Address to the, on the Birth of

the Prince of Wales, 1842,

Queen, Address to the, on the subject of the

Claim of Rights, 1842, . . '

Queen's Letter, 1703,

Queen's Letter. 1 704,

Queen's Letter, 1705,

(iucen's Letter, 1710,

IMOF. i-v«;k

244 . Queen's Letter, 1712, . . 460
139 Queen's Letter, 1713, . . 478
217 Queen's Letter, 1714, . . 485

Queen's Letter, 1838, . . 1076
687 Queen's Letter, 1 842, 1113
194 Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1703, . 317

Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1704, . 326
483 Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1705, . 382
564 Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1708, . 421

Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1710, . 441
438 Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1712, . 460
745 Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1713, . 479

Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1714, . 486
Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1838, . 1076
Queen's Letter, Answer to the, 1842, . 1114

756 Questions to be put to Ministers at their ordina-

tion, . . 4.55

157 Questions to be put to Ministers who have been
already ordained, when they are admitted to a

120 parish, . . ib.

Questions to be put to Probationers before they

663 be licensed, . . 454
446 Quoad Sacra Churches, 1024

Quoad Sacra Parishes, the Church resolved, at

50.3 all hazards, to adhere to the principle of the

Declaratory Enactment of 18.'-i4., respecting

511 the Ministers of, 1842, . . 1141

518 Reading of the Scriptures, recommendation re-

specting the public, . . .9.31
Reasons for the Fast, 1642, . . 72

591 Reasons of Dissent from the judgments of In-

ferior Judicatories to be kept in retentisy and
638 not entered in the Register, . . 612

Rebellion. Address to the King on the Sup-
248 pression of the, 1710, . . . 510

Rebellion, Processes to be carried on against

450 those concerned in the, 1 74fi, . . 687
Rebels m the North and South, Act against

1015 the, 1644, . . . .99
Records, Synod, Act recommending the signing

749 of, . .... 273
References, &c—concerning the method of giv-

755 ing them in to the Assembly, . . 39.3

References, Overtures anent, . . 73
8.31 Reformation of lieligion, Propositions by Eng-

lish Commissioners relative to, . . 80
969 Reformation, recommendation to IVIinisters to

preach on the principles of the, . . 698
1079 Register of the Assembly, 1572 to 157.3, Act

approving .in old, . . .37
315 Registers, Act approving the, . . 2
320 Registers, Act for trying the, . . ib.

419 Registers produced before the Assembly, rca-

423 sons proving the authenticity of the, . .3

Registers of Assembly, concerning the preserva-

487 tion of the, . . . .473
Registers of Assemblies, &c.. Act for supplying

491 and preserving the, . . . 323
Registers of Burial to be kept, . . 688

1077 Registers of the Church. Act anent the, 1704, 337
Registers of Church Judicatories, Act anent the

1098 revising of the, . . . .292
Registers of Provincial Assemblies, Act con-

1104 cerning, . . .136
Registers to be correclly written, and no blottlngs

1115 nor interlinings to be allowed, . 394
Registers to be kept bv parishes, the dilFercnt

1141 kinds of, .

'

. 953
316 Regulations anent the Calling of Ministers,

325 Overture with, 1836, . 1060
.382 Regulations .inent the Calling of Ministers,

440 Overture with, 1837, . I0G9
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PAGE
Regulations ancnt the Calling of Ministers,

Overture with, 18^8, • 1080
Regulations anent the Calling of Ministers,

Overture with, 1812, . 1128
Regulations anent the Calling of Ministers,

note of the discussion respecting the re-trans-

mission of the Overture with, 1810, . 1103
Regulations anent the Veto Act, note of the dis-

cussion respecting the retransmission of the

Overture with, 1839, . 1097
Remedies for Corruptions in the Ministry. See

Ministry, .

'.

138
Remedies for the grievous common Sins of the

Land, 1648. See Sins of the Land, 192
Remonstrance from the Assembly to the King,

164.3, . . 132
Reponing Mr Robert Dalrymplc, Act, . 792
Reponing of deposed Ministers, Act anent the, 79
Representation and Petition by twelve ^Ministers

of tile Church, anent the ** Marrow," consi-

dered by the Assembly of 1722, . 54-8

Representation of Presbyteries in the General

Assembly, rule regarding the, . . 236
Representative Elders to be bona fide Acting

hiders, . . 1097
Representatives from Presbyteries, Act relative

to the number of 1839, . . 1093
Representatives from Presbyteries, declai'atory

Act relative to the number of 1833, 1032
Representatives of Presbyteries in the General

Assembly— p-oporlion to be observetl, . 463
Rescinding of Act, 1799, relative to Ministerial

Communion, 1842, . . .1 125

Rescissory, recommendation concerning Acts.

See Acts Rescissonj, . . . 637
Resolution as to Patronage, 1842. . . 1 126

Re-union with .Seceders, 1839, . . 1094
Revised and ratified in 1638, several former Acts, 21

Revolution of 1088, Address to the King re-

specting the Commeinoration of the, , 827
Revolution of 1088, National Thanksgiving in

Commemoration of the, . . 829
Revolution, recommendation to INIinisters to

preach on the principles of the, . . 698
Richaidson Mr Andrew, to be admitted Mini-

ster of Inverkeithing, . , . 707
Roll, doors of Assembly-House to be kept shut

during the calling of the, . . 832
Roman Catholics, Petition to Parliament re-

specting the political privileges of, . 933
Ross, anent the meeting of the Synod of,

1761, 74.5

Ross, Synod of, to meet once in the year, 1739, 733
Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, anent the sup-

ply of, .... . 230
Royal Bounty, Act concerning the management

of the, 1730, . . . .610
Royal Bounty, the, . . .63
Royal Family, Act about praying for the, 1730, 634
Ruling Elders—concerning Commissions, 509
Ruling Elders, the duties and qualifications of, 388
Ruling Elders, none to be ordained under 21

years of age, 1770, . . .793

Sabbath, against the going of Mills, &c. on, 29, .38

Sabbath, anent the Profanation of the, 25, 38, 30, 72,

79, 141, 193, 226, 387, 429, 559, 988, 1154
Sabbath-breaking by Carriers, . 193
Sabbath, President Blair's opinion as to the, 988
Sabbath Sanctitication, Admonition on the sub-

ject of, . 1042
S.il)l)ath, scholars in Universities to be taken ac-

count of on the. . 163

Sacrament of the Supper to be more frequently
celebrated, . . 47

1

Sacraments, a Catechism, containing errors in the

number of the, . , 17I
Sacraments, Act anent those ministers who ad-

minister them privately, . . 225
Sacraments, anent the private administration of

tlie, . . 220
Sacred poesy. Act and Overture concerning some

pieces of, 1743, . , ggl
Sailing and travelling on the Sabbath, recom-

mendation to Presbyteries regarding unneces-
sary. . .226

St Andrews, the meeting of the pretended As-
sembly at, 1017, . . 7

Salt-pans— reference from the Presbytery of
Kirkaldy regarding their going on Sabbath, 72

Salvation, three Acts of Assembly for promovin^
the knowledge of the grounds of, 1052, 1131

Scandalous and contumacious persons, Act
anent, . . , 296

Scandalous persons. Sessions and Presbyteries to

be careful to censure all, 1032, . 1153
Scandalous persons, turning Popish, Act

anent, . . . 393
Scandalous persons, method of procedure in the

case of, . . 3g3
Scandals, Overture anent the presctiption of,

1042, . . .73
Scandals, Presbyteries to advise on some com-
mon order as to the trial thereof, . 64

Scandals, anent the purging of them in the case of
soldiers, . , 4-42

Siandals, Overture about the manner of purg-
ing of, . . .603

Scarcity of provisions,—acknowledgment of this

visitation of Divine Providence, 1783, . 818
Schemes of the Church, recommendation of col-

lections in behalf of the, 1830, . 10G7
Schemes of the Church, Act recommending col-

lections for ihe, 1837, . . 1074
Schemes of the Church, Act recommending col-

lections for, 1838, . . 1081
Schemes of the Church, Act recommending col-

lections for the, 1839, . . ]096
Schemes of the Church, Act recommending col-

lections for the, 1840, . . 1102
Schemes of the Church, Act recommending col-

lections for the, 1841, . nil
Schism, Act against, . . 4.7

Schism and Disorders, Act against, . 332
Schism and Disorders in the Church, anent the

suppressing of, . . 424
Schools and Colleges, advancement of learning

in. See Zearniiiff, . , 117
Schools, articles passed in 1642, respecting the

provision of, viz. :—
Every parish to have a school, and consider-

able places to have a grammar school ; jMi-

nisters to give an account to the Presby-
teries respecting these schools; Presbv-
teries to report to Synods, and Synods 10

the General Assembly, that schools are
planted ; Commissioners to report to next
Assembly what has been done in the high-
lands. Islands, and Borders, where there has
been most neglect ; Parliament to be sup-
plicated to make provision for schools, and
to allot a maintenance for Highland and
Border youths to be bred in Universities

j

Visitation of schools, . . 63
Schools, Act concerning, 1703, . 384
Schools, anent the settlement and provision of, 320
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Schools, Bible to be read as a regular exercise in, 847
Schools, Catechism to be committed to memory

in, . . . ib.

Schools for the Highlands, . 282
Schools in the Highlands, anent the Erection

of, . . . 227
Schools in the Highlands, Act anent Erecting, 330
Schools in Landward Parishes, Presbyteries di-

rected to Settle, . . 22
Schools in the Lowlands, recommendation anent

Erecting, . • . 2S2

Schools, injunction respecting the Visitation of, 923
Schools, Presbyteries* right to examine all, . 958
Schools, Order anent the Examination of, 1SI9, 971

Schools, Parochial, Presbyteries enjoined to see

to the Erection of these where they are not

already planted, . . 733
Schools— Presbyteries to use all suitable endea-

vours to get a School erected in every Parish, 399
Schools, Presbyteries to hold Visitations for the

purpose of Settling Parochial. . C99
Schools, Recommendation, Injunction, and

Queries, respecting. 1813, . 937
Schools, Report of Committee appointed to class

Returns from Presbyteries respecting the Ex-
amination of, 1820, . . 976

Schools, Report of Examination of, 1823, 987
Schools, Report as to, 1825, . 992
Schools, Report as to, 1 826, . 995
Schools, Report concerning, 1827, . 100

1

Schools, Report concerning. 1S28, 1003

Schools, Report and Injunction concerning,

1829, . . . 1006

Schools, Report concerning, 1830, . 1010
Schools, Report concerning, 1831, . 1016

Schools, Report concerning, 1832, , 1021

Schools, Report concerning, 1833, . 1025

Schools, Report concerning, 18.ii, . 104-0

Schools, Sunday, Report concrrning, . 87.3

Schools— their Visit:ition recommended, I64'7, 163

Schools, Visitation of, . . 21

Scholars in Universities to be taken account of

on the Sabbath, . . 163

Scholars to be encouraged to Professions in

Schools, . . . 128

Schoolmaster of Bothwell, Recommendation by

the Assembly to Subscribe towards the defray-

ing the Expense in the Appeal in the cause

relative to the, . . 881

Schoolmasters, Act anent, . 29+
Schoolmasters, Injunction respecting, 880, 886, 890
Schoolmasters, Order respecting, 1808, 91i, 917
Schoolmasters, Parochial— Declaration in favour

of an increase of their Salary. 1802. . 891
Schoolmasters, recommendation for Maintenance

of, . . . 217
Schoolmasters to Sing part of a Psalm daily with

their Scholars, . . .483
Schoolmasters—such as have taken their degrees

at College to be preferred, . 395
Schoolmasters to Instruct the Youth in Singing

the common Tunes, . . G87
Scottish Lords at Oxford—-Act concerning the

Declaration Subscribed by them—Power to

the Commission to proceed against them to

Excommunication, . . 99
Scriptural Songs, Act concerning the, 1707, 419
Scriptural Songs, anent Revising Mr Z. Boyd's

jal)ours on the, . • . 194

Scriptural Songs, concerning the publishing of a

Version of llie. . . 430
Scriptural Songs, recommendation to IVIr Zachary

Bovd anent the. . . 159

PAGR
Scripture Songs—the use of them recommended, 392
Scriptures, anent Expounding of the, . 327
Scriptures, New Edition of the Gaelic Transla-

tion of the, 1816, . . 950
Scriptures, Recommendation respecting the Pub-

lic reading of the, . . . 931
Seaforth, Earl of—Ordinance for his Excommu-

nication, . . 130
Seceders from the Church, Act concerning the,

1738, ... 646
Seceders from the Church, Act concerning the,

1739, . . . 649
Seceders from the Church, Act Deposing the.

1740, . . . 653
Seceders, Act anent Re-union with, 18.39, 1094
Secret Worship, Directions of Assembly regard-

ing, 1017, . . . 154,

Separation, Act for Searching Books tending

to, . . .75
Separate Registers, Act appointing Presbyteries

to keep, . . . 674
Separate Registers, anent the method of keeping

the. 1757, . . . 728
Sermon preached by Mr Gabriel Wilson of

Maxton, before the Synod of iMerse and
Teviotdale, concerning the. . 565

Servants, care to be taken that they bring with

them testimonials when they remove from one
parish to another, . . 241

Service-Book. .-^ct condemning the. . 9
Session, Court of. Protest anent the encroach-

ments of the, . .1130
Sessions to have the printed Acts of Assembly, 128
Settlement of Parishes, instruction to the Com-

mission respecting the, . . 672
Shields, ]Mr Alexander, &c., Letter from the

Assembly to, . . 29

1

Ships not to be loosed on the Lord's Day, 141
Shorter Catechism approved of, . 17

1

Simson, case of Mr John,

500, 50.3, 511, 518, 591, 603, 607
Simoniacal practices. Act against, . 716
Simoniacal practices. Act against, 1759, . 737
Simony, Overture for the more efleclual prevent-

ing of, 1818, . .965
Singing, Act concerning the teaching of, . 483
Singing of Psalms in Private Families recom-

mended, . , 687
Sins of the Land, approbation of Overtures for

the remedies of the, 1648:—
Civil remedies— Acts of Parliament for re-

straining vice to be put in execution.

Domestic remedies— Care to be taken in the

receiving of servants, every family to have a

Bible and Psalm-book, the Worship of God
to be practised, &c.

General Ecclesiastical remedies—Suspension

from the Sacraments, impartial proceedings

against men of all quality, &c.

Particular Ecclesiastical remedies— 1. Against

ignorance. Ministers to be diligent in Cate-

chising, ignorant persons to be debarred

from the Communion, Sec.

2. Against profaneness, various recommenda-
tions for the better exercise of discipline; per-

sons removing from one parish to another to

take testimonials with them ; great care to

be observed in the performance of private

censures in Presbyteries and Synods

;

Elders to have bounds assigned to them,

and to observe how the Sabbath is kept

;

Ministers not to resort to excommuni-
cated persons, unless by permission of
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Presbytery"; Session-books to be visited, &c.

&c., . 192, 193, 191.

Skye, Presbytery of, to be joined to the Synod

of Argyle, . . 5G

Skye, erection of the Presbytery of, . 567
Slandering of Ministers, Act against, . 71

Slavery, Address to his Majestv on the Aboli-

tion pf, ISaa .
' .986

Smufjgling, Act against the sinful practice of,

I7ii-, . . 675
Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

recommendation concerning the, . 4-i5

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

representation of their Committee witli Act

of Assembly thereupon, 1712, . 462
Society for Propagating Cliristian Knowledge,

recommendation for contributions and sub-

scriptions towards tlie, 171.% . 481

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

recommendation in favour of the, 1714. 492

Society for Propagating Cliristian Knowledge,

public collection recommended for the, 504
Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

Act for furthering the pious design of the, 509

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

recommendation for the further encourage-

ment of the, 1717, . . 514
Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

their representation, with .^Vct thereupon,

1719, . . . . 527

Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

Act and Recommendatioii concerning the, 589
Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,

Act and Recommendation in favour of the,

1728, . .GOO
Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge

approved for their zeal in the translation

and publication of the Scriptures in the Gaelic

Language, 18IG, . . 950

Socinian errors. Act discharging the venting

of, . . . .329

Solemn and Seasonable Warning to the Noble-

men, Barons, Gentlemen, Burghs, Ministers,

and Commons of Scotland, as also to the

Scottish Armies, respecting present dangers.

1645, . . .123
Soldiers, recommendation anent the orphan

children of, . . . 766

Soldiers under Scandals, concerning, . 442

Soldiers under Scandals, advice concerning, ib.

Songs, concerning the Scriptural, . 419

Songs, Scripture, recommended to be used, 392

Songs, Scriptural, concerning the publishing of

a version of the, . . 430

Special Commission to co-operate with certain

Presbyteries in reference to certain vacant pa-

rishes, 1S41, . . llll

Special Commission appointed to co-operate

with the Presbytery of Stiathbogie, in sup-

plying the parishes of the seven suspended

Ministers with Divine ordinances, 1840, 1102

Special Commission with reference to the pre-

sent difficulties of the Church, appointment

of a, 1842, . . 1142

Special objections to presentees, declaratory Act

as to, . . .1145
Standing Order anent the Visiting of Synod

Books, 1841, . . . 1111

Standing Order as to dissents, 1842, . 1125

Standin.' Order on the Forms of Commissions,

1841, . .1110
Standing Ortler, proposed, ancnl llic mttliod of

taking the Vote, . I I 1-1-

page
Standing Orders adopted in !834, regarding

Overtures, References, Appeals, &c. . 1036
Standing Orders of the Church in force in 183S,

all the, . . . 1082
Standing Orders, 1832, Meetings of Committee

of Overtures, mode of reading the Answer to

the King's Letter, hearing reports of Com-
mittees, separate days for Causes and Over-
tures, appearance of parties, and rules for

hearing them, &c., . . . 1020
Standing Orders respecting Fees for presenting

petitions, the lodging of printed papers, &c. ll-tl?

Standing Orders, 1835,— 1. On motions and
votes; 2. On the printing of papers, . 1051

Stipend, deposed or suspended Ministers dis-

charged from meddling with the, . J 90
Stipends, Act and Recommendation anent, 313
Stipends, anent, . . 394<

Stipends, anent the settling of, . . 203
Stipends, concerning an application to Parlia-

ment, for an augmentation to, 1750, 702
Stipend.s. Act against the dilapidation of, 1763, 750
Stipends, Commission of 1792 inMriicted to ap-

ply to the Legislature for an augmentation of
p-.irochial, . . . 839

Stipends, vacant, recommendations that tho'ie

who go to the North should be supplied out

of the, .... 243
Stranraer and Wigton, certain parishes annexed

to the Preshytery of, 1699, . . 278
Strathbogie. Presbytery of, disjoined from the

Synod of Aberdeen, and annexed to Moray, 289
Strangers coming from other Protestant Churches

to have the benefit of sealing ordinances, 4-57

Students, Act anent, . . 253
Students— course of University education to be

observed by them previous to their entering

the Divinity Hall, . 862
Students of Divinity, young men to be examined

by Presbyteries on Literature and Philosophy

before they are enrolled as, . 1000
Students of Divinity, Overtures as to the course

of study to be pursued by, 1823, . 987
Students of Divinity to give at least one year of

regular attendance at the Hall, 1826, 997
Students of Divinity, Overture respecling'them

transmitted in 1767. . . 768
Students of Divinity prohibited going to foreign

places that they may offer themselves for

licence, unless they carry testimonials with

them, . . 456
Students of Divinity to pass their private Trial

in the Presbytery where they are proposed,

before they can get a transference to an-

other Presbytery, 1713, . 484
Students of Divinity, Act concerning, 1727, 594
Students in Divinity, Act concerning the be-

haviour of, 1735, . . 631

Students of Divinity, Act for enrolling the

names of nil. 1697, . . 257
Students of Divinity to be annually examin-

ed, .... 1073
Students of Theology, recommendation concern-

ing, . . . 390
Students having the Irish language to be pre-

ferred to Bursaries, 1715, . 500
Students having Irish to be examined upon their

knowledge of thnt language, . 517
Students having Iriah, Act for the further en-

couragement of, . . 472
Students, Lithuanian, Act for the maintenance

of two, . 5 K)

Students not resident within the houndis of the
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Church to be examined before entering the

Hall, 1835, . .1052
Students, Overture respecting their attendance

on the Divinity Hall, . 858
Students passing trials. Act anent, . 3^8
Students to take the Covenant at their first entry

to College, . 191

Students to be examined on the Catechetical

Standards before enrolment in the Divinity

Hall, . . . 1073
Students who have the Gaelic language in the

Northern and Western Isles, Overture that an

indulgence should be given to, . 825
Subordination of Church Judicatories, Act for

preserving the, . . 623
Sunday Schools, Report concerning, , 873
Superior Judicatories, Overture from the Synod

of Perth and Stirling against receiving extra-

judicial papers into the proceedings of, 807
Superstitious days, Act for censuring the ob-

servers of, , . 128
Supplication to the King's Commissioner, &c.,

anent the signing of the Covenant, . 4-0

Supplication of Assembly, 1 638, to the King, 32, 33
Supplication to the King by Assembly, 164-:^, 57
Supplication of Assenibly, I64S, to Committee

of Estates, . . 187

Supplication of Assembly, 164-8, to the King, 198

Supplication to the King's Commissioner regard-

ing the Book called ' The Large Declara-

tion," . . .39
Supplication to the King by Assembly, 1639, 4-3

Suspended or deposed Ministers— Act discharg-

ing them from the Exercise of the Ministry,

or meddling with the Stipend, . 190

Suspension of i\lr John Hepburn, . 255
Sutherland and Caithness, alteration of the day of

the meeting of the Synod of, 1836, , 1064?

Sutherland, anent the supply of, . 250
SwedfO, &c., Letter to Scotsmen in, . 163
Synod of Angus, appointment of the meeting of

the, . , .
• 72

Synod of Angus and Mearns, discontinuance of

the extraordinary correspondence with the, 522
Synod of Argyle to meet alternately at Loch-

gilpliead and Inverury, on the first Wednesday
of September, . . 1 142

Synod-books to be brought up to the Assembly
every year, . . 53

Synod-books to be presented yearly to the As-

sembly, . . 313
Synod-books, directions to the visitors of, 480
Synod-books, additional directions to the visitors

of, . . 562
Synod-books, recommendation and injunction

concerning the sending up of, 1792, 839
Synod-books ordtrtd to be sent up to every As-

sembly, I8;^5, .

.'
1044.

Synod-books, standing order anent the visiting

of, 1»41, . . Ill I

Synod of Caithness, erection of the, . 581
Synod Clerks ordered to send up their books.

ISSl, . , . 1075
Synod of Fife to meet on the second Tuesday of

October, .
.

'

. 795
Synod of Fife to meet on the second Wednesday

of October, 1776, . . 792
Synod of Galloway—their place of meeting

changed from Wigton to Newton- Stewart,

1776, . . 793
Synod of Glenelg erected, . 567
Synod of Glenelg, day of meeting altered, 1835, 1051
Svnod of Lothian snd Tweuddale, Act anent

'
the meeting of the, 1 759- . 730

Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, day of meet-
ing altered, 1835, . . 1051

Synod Meetings to be more carefully observed, 64t

Synod of Orkney to meet on the third Wednes-
day of April, . , 1142

Synod of Perth and Stirling, Act appointing the
places of meeting of the, 1743, . 672

Synod Records, recommendation anent sub-
scribing the, . . 273

Synod Registers, Act concerning, . 136
Synod of Ross, Act anent the meeting of the,

1759, . . .735
Synod of Ross, anent the meetings of the, 1761, 745
Synod of Shetland, Act appointing the, 1009
Synod of Sutherland and Caithness, alteration

of the day of the meeting of the, 1836, 1064
Synod of Ulster. See Ulster^ . 950
Synods, Act concerning the Election of a Mo-

derator in, . , l\\
Synods, Act regulating their meetings, in conse-

quence of the change of the Calendar, 715
Synods enjoined to visit Presbytery- Books, 1097
Synods to inquire at Presbyteries about vacan-

cies witliin their bounds, . 736
Synods prohibited to disjoin or annex Parishes

from one Presbytery to another, without au-
thority from the Assembly, . 681

Teachers, vagrant, report concerning, . 873
Testimonials of Probationers. Act anent, 250
Thanksgiving, Act concerning a national, 424
Thanksgiving, appointment of a day of, 1746, 689
Thanksgiving in Commemoration of the Revo-

lution of 1688, . . 829
Thanksgivings, Act for the better observance of, 545
Theatre, Ministers of this Church not to attend the, 729
Theological Faculties, the 111 Propositions re-

ferred to the, . .165
Theological Learning, Overture and recommen-

dation respecting the promoting of, . 892
Theology, Bursjirs of. St.^e Bursarst . 119
Theology, Professors of, appointment and ordi-

nation of, . . 1082
Tithes, the Assembly request that Parliament

will allow certain tithes to be affected with

the burden of pious uses, 1649, . 203
Titles of Dignity declared to be banished out of

the Reformed Kirk, . . 26
Titles, Feudal, of New Churches, amendment

of Standing Order of 1838 relative to, (842, 1128
Titles of Nevv Churches, order as to the, 184:^, ib.

Toleration, Address of the Commissiun of 1711,
concerning the, . . 467

Toleration, Act approving the Representation

and Address of the Cunmiission of 171 1, there-

anent, . , . ib.

Toleration, Memorial sent by the Commission
of 17 14 to Members of Parliament respecting, 502

Tongue, erection of the i'resbytery of, . 58

1

Translations of Scripture, Act and Overture con-

cerning the, 1745, , . 681
Transportation of Ministers, , 54
Transportation of Ministers, Ailides on this

subject agreed upon by Assembly, 1642, viz.

— Parties having interest must be cited ; rea-

sons why a town such as Edinburgh is to

be preferred ; Professorships, and towns where
Colleges are. should be attended to; noble-

men's residences should be reg.trded ; those

who desire a transportation should give rea-

sons ; Ministers having the Irish Language
to be transported to the Highlands, when
found in the Lowlands; no Minister

to transact witli any parish to be trans-
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ported thereto, without a hearing of him and
his parish before the Presbytery

;
planting of

vacant Kirks not to be tied to any within a

Presbytery ; chief Burghs recommended to

train up young men for the ministry, that

transplantations [nay be in time prevented, 61,62, 63
Transportation of Ministers, Act for regulating

the, . . -236

Transportation of Ministers, Act anent citations

in cases of, . . 327
Transportation of Ministers from the Highlands

not to be allowed, excepting for great and
weighty reasons, . . 584

Trial of expectants, anent the, . 26
Trial of expectants, anent, . 48
Trial of expectants, anent the order of, . 54-

Trial and admission of expectants, innovation of

former Acts for, , . 161

Trials, anent Students passing, . 328
Trials of I'robationers, further regulations con-

cerning, 1714., . . 488
Trials, Actanent admitting expectants to, 1652, 1152
Trials, Presbyteries to be accurate in, 1652, 1153

UiST, Act erecting the Presbytery of, . 664
Ulster, Synod of, deliverance of the Assembly,

1816, on the communication from the, 951
Uncleanness,—persons guilty of this sin to satisfy

in the parish whereof the woman was a pa-

rishioner when guilt was committed, . 782
Uniformity in this Kirk, the observation of the

Directory in some points of public worship,

approbation of the opinion of the committee

for keeping, viz., anent reading and expound-

ing the Scriptures on the Lord's Day ; where

and when baptism is to be administered ; rules

to be observed in the administration of the

Lord's Supper ; the practice of ministers bow-
ing in the pulpit to be discontinued, 120

Uniformity of Kirk Government, &c., Assem-
bly's desire for, . 59, 65

Union of Offices, Act anent the, . 959
Union of Offices, notice of the discussion on this

subject in 1816, . . 950
Union of Offices, note respecting the discussion

on the Overtures anent, 1825, . 994
Union of Offices, note respecting the discussion

on, 1826, . . 998
Union of Offices, note respecting the discussion

on, 1827, . . 1000
Union of Offices, Overture anent, . ! 146

Unity and Peace of the Church, Act for main-

taining the, 1713, . 482
Unity in the Church, Act for restoring and pre-

serving, 1714, . . 489
Unity, recommendation to preserve, 1735, 632
Universal Redemption, a Cattchism condemned,

containing errors on the point of, . 171

Universities and Colleges, Act concerning the

inspection of, . . . . 457
Universities, approbation of Overtures respect-

ing Learning in, 1645. See Lcaniiny, 117

Universities, concerning Commissions from, 567
Universities, Act concerning their Commission-

ers to the Assembly, . . . 560
L^niversities, anent C'ommissions from, . 773, 781

Universities, concerning the promoting of re-

ligion and learning in, . . . 532
Universities, Act concerning the form of a Com-

mission from, . . . 56.3

Universities, form of Commission from, 1726, 584
Universities, recommendation of Overtures from

the Commissioners of, 1047, viz., visitation of

schools; care of scholars on Sabbath ; their

commissioners to be instructed with answers
to Overtures ; provision for bursars of Divi-
nity, . . . .163

Universities recommended to condescend on the

best system of teaching Grammar and Philo-
sophy. 104G, . . . .142

Universities— Professors to be provided, and
fabrics upheld out of the rents of the pre-
lacies, iSic, . . . . 46

Universities— Professors to send a copy of their

dictates to the General Assembly, . .142
Universities—their Commissioners to obtain an

Index of the Acts of Assembly, . . 31
Universities to hold mutual correspondence, 47
University of Edinburgh, Act concerning the

election of a representative from, 1723, 56.3

Vacanxues, Act anent protracted, . 978
Vacancies, Synods to inquire at Presbyteries

about, . . 7;jg
Vacant Churches to be punctually supplied, 260
Vacant Churches without the bounds of their

own Presbytery—ministers not to preach with-

out invitation from neighbouring ministers,

&c. . . . 457
Vacant Churches, Overtures concerning the

planting of, 1711, . . 4.5S
Vacant Churches, Overtures concerning the

planting of, 1720, . . 539
Vacant Clmrches, resolutions about the Over-

tures concerning the planting of, , 54.3

Vacant Churches, .'Vet and Overture concerning
the method of planting, 1731, . 014

Vacant Churches, Act anent the method of plant-

ing, 1732, . . 620
Vacant Churches,— Act relative to the planting

thereof, passed in 1732, declared to be no
longer binding, 1734, . . 627

Vacant Churches, remit to Presbyteries concern-
ing an Overture for planting of, . . 6.30

Vacant Churches, anent the method of plant-

ing, . . 779, 781
Vacant Congregations, Act concerning intrusion

of ministers into, 1736, . . 641
Vacant Parishes, qualifications of persons claim-

ing to vote in the culling of ministers to, • 695
Vagrant unlixed ministers, Act anent irregulari-

ties of, . . 254
Vagrant teachers, report concerning, . 87.5

Veto Act, Act commonly called the, . 1044
Veto Act, note of the discussion at the enacting

of the, 183.5, . . . ib.

Veto Act Regulations, Overture .Tnent the, 1835, 1045
Veto Act Regulations, note of discussion on

transmitting the Overture anent the, 1835, ib.

Veto Act Regulations, 1836, . . 1060
Veto Act Regulations, 1837, . . 1069
Veto Act Regulations, 18.38, . . 1086
Veto Act Regulations, note respecting the re-

transmission of the Overture anent, 1839, 1097
Veto Act Regulations, note resptcting the re-

transmission of tlie Overtures anent, 1840, 1103
Veto Act Regulations, re-transmission of,

1842, .... 1128
Vindication of the Church of Scotland from the

calumny of Thomas Gipp-^, . . 270
Visitation of Families by Ministers, directions

regarding, .... 426
Visitation of Kirks, . . 21

Visitation of Parishes, Act anent, . 299
Visitation of Schools, . . 21

Visitation of Schools, injunction respecting the, 923
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Visitation of Schools recommended, . .163
Visitations, anent Presbyterial, . . 395
Visitations on the Nortii and Soutii side of Tay,

instructions to the Commission for, . 232
Visiting of Synod Books, Standing Older anent

the, 184.1, . . . .1111
Visitors of Synod Books, directions to the, . i&O
Visitors of Synod Books, directions to, . 562

Wales, Prince of—Address to him on his Mar-
riage, . . 848

Wales, Princess of. Act enjoining prayer for the, 849
War against France, Address to his Majesty on

the Declaration of, 1756, . 724
Warning addressed to Noblemen, Barons, Gen-

tlemen, Burghs, Ministers, and Commons of

Scotland ; as also to the Scottish armies, re.

specting present dangers, 164-5, . 123

Warning and Declaration by the Assembly to

members of the Kirk, regarding present dan-

gers and duties, 1649, . 203
Warning and Admonition to the People of Scot-

land by the Commission of Assembly, March,

1798, . .1158
Weddings, Penny, recommendation against

abuses at, . .531
Weem, appointment ofthe Presbytery of, 1058

Westminster Assembly, Assembly's Answer to

the, 1644, . .105
Westminster Assembly— Approval of their Pro-

positions concerning Kirk Government and
Ordination, . . 121

Westminster Assembly, Commission to those

who were sent to the, . 94
Westminster Assembly— Commission of Mi-

nisters and Elders thereto renewed, 1645, 131

Westminster Assembly— Commission of Mi-
nisters and Elders thereto renewed, 1646, 143

Westminster Assembly—Commissioners thereto

re-appointed, 1647, . . 161

Westminster Assembly, Declaration of English

Parliament anent the calling of the, . 77
Westminster Assembly, Letter from the, 1643, 82
Westminster Assembly, Letter to, 1643, . 90
Westminster Assembly, Letter from the Commis-

sioners sent to the, 1644, . . 101

Westminster Assembly, renovation of the Com-
mission to those who went to the, 1644, ib.

Westminster Assembly, Letter from the, 1644, 103

Westminster Assembly, Letter from the,

1645, . .113
Westminster Assembly, Letter from the Commis-

sioners sent to the, 1645, . . ib.

Westminster Assembly, the Assembly's Letter to

the, 1645, . . .131

Westminster Assembly, the Assembly's Answer
to their Commissioners at, 1645, . 134

Westminster Assembly, Letter to the, 1646, 146
Westminster Assembly,—Confession approved

and adopted by the General Assembly, . 158
Westminster Assembly, Letter from the, 1648, 166
Westminster Assembly, Letter to the, 1648, 186
Westminster Assembly, renewal of the Commis-

sion to the Commissioners to the, 1648, 196
Westminster Assembly's Larger Catechism ap-

proved of, . . 168
Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism ap-

proved of, . . .171
Widows and Orphans of Ministers, recommend-

ation concerning a Fund for maintaining the, 520
Widowsand Orphans of Ministers—time for con-

tributing to the Fund prolonged, . 564
Widows and Orphans of Ministers, Act reviving

a former recommendation for raising a Fund
for the, 1735, . .631

Widows of Ministers, Act concerning the

Fund for the Provision of the, 1745, 680
Widows of Ministers, Act concerning the Fund

for a Provision to the, 1747, . 693
Wigton and Stranraer, certain Parishes annexed

to the Presbyteries of, 1699, . 278
Wilson, Mr Gabriel, Act concerning a Sermon

preached by, . . 565
Witchcraft, &c., Conference of Ministers, Law-

yers, and Physicians, concerning, . 216
Witches, Act against, . . 44
Worship of God, against innovations in the, 418
Worship, Pastoral Letter, relative to Family,

1836, . . 1064.

Worship, Recommendation concerning Family, 451

York, Duke of. Address to his Majesty, on the

Marriage of the, . 838
York, Duke of, Address to his Majesty, on the

Death of the, . . 999
Youth to be instructed in the principles of religion, 384
Yule- Day, Act for censuring the observances of, 128

Zetland, Act in favour of the Presbytery of,

1700, . . 293
Zetland and Orkney, Presbyteries joined to the

Provincial of Caithness, . 140
Zetland, appointment of the Synod of, . 1009
Zetland, Caithness and Orkney joined in one

Synod, 1704, . . 326
Zetland, Commission to visit, . 295
Zetland, Presbytery of—Act disjoining it from

the Synod of Orkney and Caithness, 1648, 191
Zetland, division of the Presbytery of, 1009
Zetland, the half of the ministers in that Presby-

tery only to keep the Provincial Assembly, 148

7n
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1643, Sir John Hope of Craighall

1690, John Lord Carmichael

1692 Earl of Lothian

1694, John Lord Carmichael

1095, John Lord Carmichael

lOyO, John Lord Carmichael

1697, John Lord Carmichael

1698, Jolin Lord Carmichael

1699, John Lord Carmichael

1 700, James Viscount Seafiuld

1701, William Earl of Annandale

1 702, Patrick Earl of ?>l:trchmount

170-!, .lames Earl of Seafield

I 704, William Lord Ross

1 705, William Marquis of Annandale

1 706, David Earl of Glasgow

1707, David Earl of Glasgow

1708, David Earl of Glasgow

1 709, David Earl of Glasgow

1710, David Earl of Glasgow

1711, William Marquis of Annandale

1712, John Duke of Alhol

1713, John Dukeof Athol

1714, John Duke of Athol

1715, John Earl of Rothes

1716, John Earl of Rothes

1717, John Earl of Rothes

1718, John Earl of Kothes

1711, Jo'm Earl of Rothes

172J, John Earl of Rothes

1 72 1 , John Earl of Rothes

1722, Hugh Earl of Loudoun

1 723, Charles Earl of Hopetoun

1724, James Earl of Findlater and Seafield

1725, Hugh Earl of Loudoun

1 726, Hugh Earl of Loudoun

1727, James Earl of Findlater and Sepfield

1728, Hugh Earl of Loudoun

1 729, David Earl of Buchan

1 730, Hugh Earl of Loudoun

1731, Hugh Earl of Loudoun

1732, William Marquis of Lothian

1733, William Marquis of Lothian

1734, William Marquis of Lothian

1735, William Marquis of Lothian

1736, William Marquis of Lothian

1737, William Marquis of Lothian

1738, William Marquis of Lothian

1739, John Earl of Hyndford

1740, John Earl of Hyndford

1741, Alexander Earl of Leven

1742, Alexander Earl of Leven

1743, Alexander Earl of Leven

1744, Alexander Earl of Leven

1 745, Alexander Earl of Leven

1746, Alexander Earl of Leven

1 747, Alexander Earl of Leven

1748, Alexander Earl of Leven

1749, Alexander Earl of Leven

1750, Alexander Earl of Leven

1751, Alexander Earl of Leven

1752, Alexander Earl of Leven
1753, Alexander Earl of Leven

1754, John Earl of Hopetoun

1755, Charles Lord Cathcart

1756, Charles Lord Cathcart
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1757) Charles Lord Cathcart

1758, Charles Lord Cathcart

1759, Charles Lord Cathcart

1760, iharles Lord Cathcart

1761, Charles Lord Cathcart

1762, Charles Lord Cathcart

1 763, Charles Lord Cathcart

1 704, .John Earl of Glasgow
1 765, John Earl of Glasgow
1766, John Earl of Glasgow

1767, John Earl of Glasgow
1 768, John Earl of Glasgow
1769, John Earl of Glasgow
1 770, John Earl of Glasgow

1771, John Earl of Glasgow
177"2, John Earl of Glasgow
1773, Charles Lord Cathcart

1774, Charles Lord Cathcart

1775, Charles Lord Cathcart

1776, Charles Lord Cathcart

1777, George Earl of Dalhousie

1778, George Earl of Dalhousie

1779, George Earl of Dalhousie

1780, George Earl of Dalhousie

1781, George Earl of Dalhousie

1 782, George Earl of Dalhousie

1783, David Earl of Leven
1784, David Earl of Leven
1785, David Earl of Leven
1786, David Earl of Leven
1787, David Earl of Leven
1788, David Earl of Leven
1789, David Earl of Leven
1790, David Earl of Leven
1791, David Earl of Leven
1792, David Earl of Leven
1793, David Earl of Leven
1794, David Earl of Leven
1 795, David Earl of Leven
1796, David Earl of Leven and Melville

1797, David Earl of Leven and Melville

1798, David Earl of Leven and Melville

1799, David Earl of Leven and Melville

1800, David Earl of Leven and Melville

1801, David Earl of Leven and Melville

1802, Francis Lord Napier

180:i, Francis Lord Napier

1804, Francis Lord Napier

1805, Francis Lord Napier

1806, Francis Lord Napier

1807, Francis Lord Napier

1808, Francis Lord Napier

1809, Francis Lord Napier

1810, Francis Lord Napier

1811, Francis Lord Napier

1812, Francis Lord Napier

1813, Francis Lord Napier

1814, Francis Lord Napier

1815, Francis Lord Napier

1816, Francis Lord Napier

1817, William Earl of Errol

1818, William Earl of Errol

1819, George Earl of Morton
1820, George Earl of Morton
1821, George Earl of Morton
1822, George Earl of Morton
1823, George Earl of Morton
1824, George Earl of Morton
1825, James Ochoncar Lord Forbes

1826, James Ochoncar Lord Forbes

1827, James Ochoncar Lord Forbes

1828, James Ochoncar Lord Forbes
i 829, James Ochoncar Lord Forbes

1830, James Ochoncar Lord Forbes

1831, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1832, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1833, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1834, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1835, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1836, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1837, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1838, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1839, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1840, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1 84
1
, Robert Montgomery Lord Belhaven

1842, John Marquis of Bute

MODERATORS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

1638, Mr Alex. Henderson, minister of Leuchars

1639, Mr David Dickson, minister of Irvine

1640, Mr Andrew Ramsay, minister at Edinburgh

1641, Mr Andrew Ramsay, minister at Edinburgh

1642, Mr Robert Douglas, minister at Edinburgh

1643, Mr Alex. Henderson, minister at Edinburgh,

formerly at Leuchars

1 044, Mr James Bonar, minister at Maybole
1 645, Mr Robert Douglas, minister at Edinburgh

1646, Mr Robert Blair, minister at St Andrews
1647, Mr Robert Douglas, minister at Edinburgh
1648, Mr George Gillespie, minister at Edinburgh
1 649, Mr Robert Douglas, minister at Edinburgh

1 690, Mr Hugh Kennedy, minister at Edinburgh
1692
1694, Mr John Law, minister at Edinburgh

1695, Mr Patrick Simpson, minister at Renfrew
1696, Mr Patrick Simpson, minister at Renfrew
1 697, Mr William Crichton, minister at Edinburgh
1698, Mr George Meldrum, minister at Edinburgh
1699, Mr George Hamilton, minister at Edinburgh
1700, Mr David Blair, minister at Edinburgh
1701, Mr Thomas Wilkie, one of the ministers of

Canongate, Edinburgh

1 702, Mr David Williamson, one of the ministers
of West Kirk, Edinburgh

1703, Mr George Meldrum, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh

1 704, Mr Thomas Wilkie, Canongate, Edinburgh
1705, Mr William Carstairs, Principal of the Col-

lege of Edinburgh

1706, Mr William Wishart, one of the ministers of
South Lcith



1206 GENERAL UXUEX.

1707, Mr John Stirling, Principal of the College of

Glasgow
170S, Mr William Carstairs, Priacipal of tlio Col-

lege of Edinburgh

1709, Mr John Curi-ie, Haddington

1710, Mr William Mitchel, Edinburgh

1711, Mr William Carstairs, Principal of tho Col-

lege of Edinburgh

1712, Mr William Hamilton

1713, Mr William Wishart, South Leith

1714, Mr William Mitchel, Edinburgh

1715, Mr William Carstairs, Principal of the Col-

lege of Edinburgh

1716, Mr William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh

1717, Mr William Mitchel, Edinburgh

1718, Mr William Wishart, Principal of Edinburgh

College

1719, Mr James Grierson, Edinburgh

1720, Mr William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh

17-21, Mr Thomas Black, Perth

17-2'i, Mr Wdliam Mitchell, Edinburgh

1723, Mr James Smith, Craraond

1724, Mr William Wishart, Principal of Edinburgh

College

1 725, Mr James Alston, Dirleton

1726, Mr William Mitchell, Edinburgh

1727, Mr William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh

1728, Mr William Wishart, Principal of Edinburgh

College

1 729, Mr James Alston, Dirleton

1730, Mr William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh

1731, Mr James Smith, Edinburgh

1732, Mr Neil Campbell, Principal of Glasgow Col-

lege

1733, Mr John Gowdie, Edinburgh

1734, Mr James Gordon, Alford

1735, Mr Alexander Anderson, St Andrews

1736, Mr I.auchlan M'Intosh, Errol

1737, Mr Neil Campbell, Principal of Glasgow

College

173S, Mr James Ramsay, Kelso

1 739, Mr James Bannatyne, Edinburgh

1 740, Mr George Logan, Edinburgh

1741, Mr James Ramsay, Kelso

1742, Mr Thomas Tullidelph, Principal of St Leo-

nard's College, St Andrews

1743, Mr Robert Wallace, Edinburgh

1744, Mr John Adams, Dalryraple

1745, Dr William Wishart, Principal of Edinburgh

College

1746, Mr John Lnmsden, Profesor of Divinity,

King's College, Aberdeen

1747, Mr Robert Kinloch, Edinburgh

1 748, Mr George Wishart, Edinburgh

1 749, Mr Patrick Cuming, Edinburgh

1 750, Mr Robert Paton, Renfrew

1751, Mr John Lurasden, Professor of Divinity,

King's College, Aberdeen

1752, Dr Patrick Cuming, Edinburgh

1753, Mr Alexander Webster

1754, Mr Robert Hamilton, Professor of Divinity

at Edinburgh

1755, Mr George Rcid, St Evox

1756, Dr Patrick Gumming, Professor of Church

History, Edinburgh

1757, Mr William Leechman, Professor of Divinity,

Glasgow
1 758, Mr Thomas Turnbull, Borthwick
1759, Dr George Kay, Edinburgh

1760, Dr Robert Hamilton, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh
1761, Dr John Hyudman, West Church, Edin-

burgh

1762, Dr Robert Traill, Professor of Divinity,

Glasgow

1763, Dr William Robertson, Principal of the Uni-

versity, Edinburgh

1764, Dr Alexander Gerard, Professor of Divinity,

Marischal College, Aberdeen
1765, Mr James Oswald, Methven
1766, Mr John Hamilton, Glasgow
1767, Mr James Morrison, Principal of the New

College, St Andrews
1768, Dr Gilbert Hamilton, Cramond
1709, Dr James M'Knight, Maybole

1770, Dr Alexander Carlyle, Inveresk

1771, Mr Robert Walker, Edinburgh

1772, Mr Adam Fergusson, Moulin

1773, Dr John Drysdale, Edinburgh

1774, Dr Robert Henry, Edinburgh

1775, Dr David Shaw, Coylton

1776, Dr John Ker, Forfar

1777, Mr James Brown, Edinburgh

1778, Dr Patrick Grant, Moray
1779, Dr James Gillespie, St Andrews
1780, Dr Hary Spens, Wemyss
1781, Dr William Dalrymple, Ayr
1 782, Dr Jos. M'Corniick, Prestonpans

1783, Dr Henry Grieve, Dalkeith

1784, Dr John Drysdale, Edinburgh. (Dr John

M'Farlane, Edinburgh, was also pro-

posed.)

1785, Sir II. Moncreiff Wellwood, Bart., West
Church, Edinburgh

1786, Mr Duncan Shaw, Aberdeen

1787, Mr Robert Liston, Aberdour

1788, Dr Archibald Davidson, Principal of the

University, Glasgow

1789, Dr George Hill, Professor of Divinity, St

Andrews
1790, Dr John Walker, Colinton, Professor of Na-

tural History, Edinburgh

1791, Dr Robert Small, Dundee
1792, Dr Andrew Hunter, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh

1793, Dr Thomas Hardy, Professor of Church

History, Edinburgh

1794, Dr Robert Arnot, Professor of Divinity, St

Andrews
1795, Dr James Meek, Cambuslang

1796, Dr William Greenfield, Edinburgh, and Pro-

fessor of Rhetoric there

1797, Dr John Adamson, St Andrews
1798, Dr William T.-iylor, Glasgow
1799, Dr William Moodic, Edinburgh

1800, Dr George H. Baird, Principal of the Col-

lege, Edinburgh

1801, Dr William Ritchie, Kilwinning

1802, Dr James Finlayson, Edinburgh

1803, Dr Gilbert Gerard, Professor of Divinity,

Aberdeen

1804, Dr John Inglis, Edinburgh

1805, Dr George Hamilton, Gladsrauir

1806, Dr William Taylor, jun-, Glasgow
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1S07,

1808,

1809,

1810,

1811,

1812,

1813,

1814,

1815,

1816,

1817,

1818,

1819,

1820,

1821,

1822,

1823,

1824,

1825,

Dr James Sheriffs, Aberdeen 1826,

Dr Andrew Grant, Kilmarnock 1827,
Dr Francis Nicoll, Mains and Stratbmartin

Dr Hugh Meiklojohn, Abercorn 1828,
Dr Alexander Ranken, Glasgow

Dr William Wacmorine, Carlaverock 1829,
Dr Andrew Brown, Edinburgh

Dr David Ritchie, Edinburgh

Dr Lewis Gordon, Drainie 1830,
Dr John Cook, Professor of Divinity, St An- 1831,

drews 1832,

Dr Gavin Gibb, Glasgow
Dr John Campbell, Edinburgh 1833,

Dr Duncan M'Farlane, Drymen 1834,

Dr Thomas Maeknight, Edinburgh 1835,

Dr Duncan Mcains, Professor of Divinity, 1836,

King's College, Aberdeen. (Dr George 1837,

Cook of Laurencekirk was also put in

nomination, but Dr Mearns was elected by

a majority of 23.)

Dr David Lament, Kirkpatrick-Durbam. (Dr 1838,

Cook was again nominated, but Dr Lament 1839,

was elected by a considerable majority.) 1840,

Dr Alexander Brunton, Professor of Orien-

tal Languages, Edinburgh

Dr Andrew Duncan, Ratho 1841,
Dr George Cook, Laurencekirk 1842,

Dr Thomas Taylor, Tibbermore
Dr Robert Haldane, Principal of St Mary's

College, St Andrews
Dr Stevenson M'Gill, Professor of Divinity,

Glasgow
Dr Patrick Forbes, Old Machar, and Pro-

fessor of Humanity, King's College, Aber-
deen

Dr William Singer, Kirkpatrick-Juxta

Dr James Wallace, Whitekirk

Dr Thonas Chalmers, Professor of Divinity,

Edinburgh
Dr John Stirling, Craigie

Dr Patrick M'Farlan, Greenock
Dr William Aird Thomson, Perth

Dr Norman M'Leod, Gla.sgow

Dr Matthew Gardiner, Bothwell. (Dr John
Lee, Edinburgh, was also put in nomina-
tion, but Dr Gardiner was elected by a
majority of 2G2 to 59.)

Dr William Muir, Edinburgh
Dr Henry Duncan, Ruthwell

Dr Angus Makellar, Peneaitland. (He was
opposed by Dr Alexander Hill, Dailly,

but elected by a majority of 197 to 147.)

Dr Robert Gordon, Edinburgh
Dr David Welsh, Professor of Church His-

tory, Edinburgh

CLERKS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, &c.—PROCURATORS
AND AGENTS FOR THE CHURCH.

1638.

1642.

1643.

1647.

1648.

1690.

1694.

1695.

1696.

1697.

1698.

1699.

1700.

1701.

1703.

1706.

1708.

1711.

1731.

1738.

1743.

1746.

1753.

Mr (afterwards Sir) Archibald Johnston was chosen Clerk and procurator to the Church, and Mr
Robert Dalgleish appointed Agent.

Mr Johnston was allowed to adjoin any to himself, or depute any that he might think fit in the

offices of Clerk and Procurator.

This allowance ivas confirmed.

>The Acts of these years appear to have been extracted by Mr A. Ker.

Mr John Spalding was chosen Clerk, and Mr John Blair Agent.

Mr Robert Park, Advocate, was Clerk to the Assembly.

^ In consequence of Mr Park's decease, Mr John Bannatyne, Minister of Lanark, was appointed

j to act as Clerk to this Assembly, and Mr Nicol Spence to assist him.

Mr John Bannatyne was continued Clerk, pro tempot-e,

Mr John Bannatyne was chosen Clerk to this Assembly.

Mr John Bannatyne was chosen Clerk to this Assembly.

Mr John Bannatyne was chosen Clerk to this Assembly.

Mr David Dui.d.is, Advocate, was chosen Clerk ; and Mr Nicol Spence continued in the office of

Sub-Clerk to the Assembly and Commission thereof.

Mr Jolm Dundas of Philipstoun, Advocate, was chosen Clerk to the Assembly and Commission,
in room of Mr David Dundas, deceased.

The said Mr John Dundas appointed Advocate in Ordinary and Procurator for the Church.
Mr Nicol Spence conjoined with Mr John Blair as Agent.

Mr Nicol Spence appears to have been sole Agent.

Mr William Grant, Advocate, was elected Principal Clerk and Procurator, in room of Mr John
Dundas, deceased.

Mr Robert M'Intosh was conjoined with Sir Nicol Spence in the offices of Agent and Sub-Clerk.

Mr Nicol Spen.e having died, Mr John BaiUie, W.S., was elected conjunct with Mr Robert
M'Intosh, the former taking the .Agent's, and the latter the Sub-Clerk's department.

In c 'nseijuence of the appointment of Mr William Grant to the office of his Majesty's Advocate,
the Assembly made choice of Mr George Wishart, one of the Ministers of Edinburgh, to be Prin-

cipal Clerk, and Mr David Dalrymplo, Advocate, to be Procurator for the Church.
Mr Rl'lntosh having died, Mr James Edmonstoue, Writer in Edinburgh, was conjoined with Mr
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Baillie ; Mr Baillie to act as Agent, and Mr Edmonstone to take the office of Sub-Clerk to the

Assembly, and Clerk to the Committee for Managing the Rojal Bonn*

1778. Dr John Drysdale, Edinburgh, was conjoined with Dr George Wishart ^ .he office of Principal

Clerk. Dr Wishart died previous to the Assembly of 1783.

1778. Mr William Robertson, Advocate, was appointed Procurator for the Church, in room of Mr David
Dalrymple, (Lord Westhall.) promoted to the Bench.

1781. In consequence of the death of Mr Edmonstone, who for many years had held the offices both of

Agent and SubClerk, Dr William Gloag, one of the Ministers of Edinburgh, was appointed

Sub-Clerk of Assembly, and Clerk to the Committee for Managing the Royal Bounty ; and
Mr George Cairncross, Writer in Edinburgh, was appointed Agent for the Church.

1789. The office of Principal Clerk being vacant. Professor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, was elected;

Dr Alexander Carlyle, Minister of luveresk, was also put in nomination, and on the roll being

called, the majority of the votes appeared to be in his favour ; but, after a long and anxious scru-

tiny, the election was declared to have fallen on Professor Dalzel.

1795. Mr William Murray, Writer in Edinburgh, was elected Agent for the Church.

1802. On the death of Dr Gloag, Mr Thomas Macknight, Leith, and Mr David Ritchie, Edinburgh, were

appointed conjunct Sub-Clerks; Dr Ritchie resigned in 1808.

1806. Mr Robertson, (afterwards Lord Robertson,) having been promoted, Mr John Connell, Advocate,

was elected Procurator. He was opposed by Mr James Moncreiff, Advocate.

1807. Mr Andrew Duncan, Ratho, was appointed to the office of Principal Clerk on the death of Pro-

fessor Dalzel. He was opposed by Dr Robert Dickson, South I.ieith.

1809. Mr John Murray, W.S., was conjoined with his father in the office of Agent for the Church ; he

became sole Agent in 1825.

1826. Dr John Lee, Edinburgh, was elected Sub-Clerk, conjunct with Dr Macknight.

1828. On the death of Dr Duncan, Dr Lee was elected Principal Clerk of Assembly. At the same time,

Mr Alexander Lockhart Simpson, Minister of Kirknewton, was elected Sub-Clerk, conjunct

with Dr Macknight ; he was opposed by Mr John Murray, Agent for the Church.

1831. On the death of Sir John Connell, Mr Robert Bell, Advocate, was appointed Procurator for the

Church ; he was opposed by Messrs R- Whigham and George Grant, Advocates.

1837. Mr William Young, W.S., was elected Agent for the Church, in room of Mr Murray, deceased;

he was opposed by Messrs Harry Inglis and James Crawford, Jun., W.S. The votes on that

occasion stood as follows:—For Mr Young, 153; for Mr Inglis, 110; for Mr Crawford, 68.

THE END.

EniHBL'BGlI TRINTING COMP-ANV, SOUTH ST DAVIP STl KET.
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