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. GENERAL

(a) Unit Reporting VT=33 (b) Based onorat UeSeSe SANGAMON _(e) Report No.. o
O
(d) Take off: Date 28 March 1948 1 (LZT) 1331(1) _(Zone); Lat._ 26942 N Long. 127V30'E

(e) Mission ~ Support-Attack Gun Posltlons 6) Time of Return +748(T)7010)
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THlS REPORT.
NUMBER
E A ' MBS AN O OE
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11l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | * NUMBER BASE
FM=? VOC=2 8 U.S.3. FANSHAW BAY TBM 8 Support Carrier Unit
FM=2 VC=85 4 U.3.3. LUNGA POINT '51:.[.2 ;
TBM VC=84 4 | U,3,9. MAKIN ISLAND FM=2 12
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).
TE:'D)E ﬂ%’. NO Er\(I(CS)AGING T(IﬂE LOCA'?'?()JN OF BOMBS, TORP:EBOES CARRIED: CAMOUF(I?P)xGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
@-o-n-o (ZONE)
- (ZONE)
(ZONE)

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of

(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?_ If so, Describe Clouds
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon (k) Visibility TR

(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).

(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (¢) (d)
TYPE i MERR ik ; - e : i DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED

NeeQesNe@
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VL. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR_ OPFRATIONAL OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those fisted in !I only).

- ) ! (c) ld} | (E}
{'.d,%. e T tbjp ; CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE {(List arspor, EXTENT OF LO5S OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON T‘r PE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL L.AU:aE self-sealing tanks, equ;pment 1t) g & {vae Bureau serfalmumber of planes GEstreu {)

 TN-3E VI-35 Enemy Ak (0m) | Fort ving, 3 o'clock Change wing
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VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft I|sted in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
NeQen-e - _
BN SRR S S i — : |
&
—— = SHA e el e — ———— ST T —. WS e S S i, = i

VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

——— —

JE, L, I iAol L ol R AT YN VPV T e .

(3) (b) (c) (d) (e) () (g) TOTAL f\MMUNIT ON EXPENDED (h)

TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL PRE BUEL | st i i —1 NO. OF PLANES

A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
PR S SN TSN S SRTIRS WSSO, TSGR AR e Ear el Ml o e o e TR T RC S WO RPN [ DR SO SR . SRR I SO (N S N U
TBM=3E h_“___&_._ | 54 4 00 _275#_. ll&& ﬁ_,_1250ﬁ,_.____-_._-__,_ - 4
— - —————— 4+ - -+ - —_——— ——t— B ——————

e o e e R TN _— 2 e 1. e sl gl i M B il e s - £ C i
IX. ENEMY ANTI- AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each Ime)
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE

HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over | T R T T
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 2L"ﬂr1___g_mm | T T g . ___-_.____________________.ﬂ._x L
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13.2mm . PR, X w L e PR T

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS NeeQwNeg
DIVES

CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-223 RESTRICTED

SR AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
%

(a) Target(s) and Location(s) Nah&a Airfield, Okinawa  (b) Time Over Target(s) 1415(X)  (Zone

(c)

(d) Visibility of Target_

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type __ ~Glide .  Bomb Sight Used Mk, VIII

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed o Probably Destroyed 0

'3 Gun Positlon

11200 X .50 cal. |
| i L i
1
3 |
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I
4 |
e 1
|
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- — - — — e —— +- - - - ——— e S — —— — ———
.i
|
. —— t — E————— e — — e —— —— — —— TR — . i — e e e — I
8 !
| = ]
|
| |
P S (P T W =) NPp RN SRSCEL., PO YT SN NN S S L SRS T L T R Ll b it sellie pact. -, 21 2
f [ 4 { " oy ey ] | ~ s . k= - | = = i S Ty -] 4 . A s = g 2L ~ o o o ey i e - i\ 0 } por
1.0) RESULTS: -ar all FS aimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, d aw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing tyj
r S R e ; A Ty P=Tt R o S e - il e = 1 Vs e e R s | R TR |1 : OF et R e P el T
of hits For all targets give location and effect cof hits, and icentity by umbers above Use additional sheets | necessary)

l. These gun gosltions were located within 500 yards of the east side of Naha

(p) Were Photographs Taken”?____ No __Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

~filled cut)

. (OMIT THIS SHEET [F NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

REPORT No.__ @
Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALLT IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

Clouds Over Tarqet Base 28600 feet, cover _?jZLQ_&D gtrato, cumulus

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE A TENTHS OF cOVER)

~_Clear 1  (e) Vishilith® miles

" (CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.) (MILES)

(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run ¢4 Spacing_____ 100 Altitude of Bomb Release _ 1900
(NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)

___Damaged__ 0

(h) | (1) | (i) NO A/C ATTACKING (1) (m)

“(n)

T | DIMENSIONS Or |2 O AL AT | _BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITSOn | DAMAGE None siih
AAUL LR R | [ONNAGE | (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED., EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Pcint serious, destroyed or sunk)
s . d E = resa e Lo S e (s e et o st e By ey e e e s RS ST i e sy 2 e e et e e e . S = Moy
|

I 4 | 40 X 100 G.P. "Unobs%rved.unbbéervea
ST | VI-33 |31 HVARR.P., | * 8% &

Alrfield, Okinawa, and were firing medium AA, moderate and accurate. The
positions are - well hidden and/or camouflaged, Pilots and crewmen were

not able to assess damage, especially for two reasons; they were not visue
ally sure whegither or not they had hit a gun position and because of dirt

and debris from preceding planes'! hits, they could not be sure as to the
effectiveness of bombs and rockets expended.
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OPNAV-16-223

e AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT PR R Al

w e o filled out)

X1I. TACTICAL AND Gpmmmm DATA. (Narrative and comment Describe action fully and comment fre
£ ‘:ff:AGEMEH'l W TH t:"v'FVY foliowing applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets it necessary. )

UWN AIRCRAFT

A A Air Group Commander, as Alr Coordinator, and three other
pilots took orf as part of group of 24 FM-2ts and 15 TBM!s,
The group was for support work (pre-landing date). They
Angles of Attack and - were given AA poslitions around Naha Airfiegd Okinawa,

efense Tactics and | With 2500 ft. cloud base 1t was very difficult to come
Mgl SETRY - down through the clouds and get any bombing accuracy. ARso,

ENEMY MRCRAFTE ~ the positions were so well camouflaged and/or hidden that

Lt pilots were unable to effectively identlfy a pinpolnt target.

'. Alao where several planes are 4diving in column, after the

; first two planes have dropped, smoke and debrls obscure the

target from vision of succeeding planes in the dive.

Defensve Tactics | In his fourth dive, Eneign EBERLEY¥'s plane received a
COMMENTS AND - direct hit on the underside of his port wing, Just outboard
o o ~ of the stub wing. He returned to base and landed.

b S I EBERLEY informed base that the plane stalled out at 125
vtencwetons 0w knots (with wheels and flaps up)e He made several passes at
e e e thls speed but was waved off. He was told to get some altl-

ort Tactics ~ tude and experiment, After an hour, he called in that he

- could approach more slowly. He then came in again and rec-
ight Fighting  eived a cut at about 90 knots. He was brought in a little

e i - high and when he got the cut, he nosed over a little and
ATTACK bro ught the stick back rather severely. This resulted in a

A TR i E stall and just as the port wing started to fall off, the

Fatsetyby coviediiniil t{oo caught and stralghtened out the plane into a good land-

- 1ng.

Sia |

Dive |
_ Pull-C No other planes were damaged. The wing was changed and
okl the plane recelved an up within twelve hours,

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Fvasive Tactics, Shi
Concealment
f:-h]r—, Lw'--imi'-*t;
4jﬂrF|G 1 T¢ rT] 19
i 1Se O] ! Iz:]'ﬁ 1ﬂ(.-]

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

> T

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
;r__ff tiveness of

Pﬁm 5. | orpedoes
~4 T.a'_r.1_-".+r

Fum q

Strafing Tactics

t A § EI'J-F.. Ir:‘- [

[ se of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photo qrap ny

-.:——.

Brief ﬂ(]

OPERATIONAL
N ‘vl(_'q Telg
Homing
Rendezyous
Pr ~ogn:tion, Ships
Communications
F' Q: erations i
Seaﬁ+ﬁ and Tracking |
Base Operations |
Maintenance
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OPNAV-16-223
Form ACA-1
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XI11l. MATERIAL

DATA.

ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bowbﬁa, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor: Points and
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT

Parachutes
Life Belts,
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits

Rations, First Aid
NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses

Driftsights
i =
LJCctants
Automatic
e a0
L,T!a[!'j}

Field Lightin

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
PQWWT FWETT

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe

i L]
L M e
onirol surraces
— -"\.*‘

i | C

T
| ife Rafts

Pilots

ntrol Jdystem

U

™ = |
Dive Flaps
! ;Jr".,'Ji ala

L 1 C rimel

| -{-}a-. 11 i
i ('}_\1.

E_"I - II 'IL ! ] '_|F""J_- "F_ o T

| 1 ' \ LN \,

POWER PLANT

= . 5

CNnaines

Erngine Accessories
» PEALR (| P

P

-t[|4"~.-" Atina Svsrem

A .. L || 4
Starters
- ! N ! i

| i Tharamare
10 Lampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant

| .
5 i:ﬁ;r‘! l-:-".

—

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

An Jd ¢

D

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities
REPORT PREPARED BY

A. W, SWARNER, Lleut,(A) U.S.N.R
S N.ﬂc:? & Orflcer VT-SS RANK AND DUTY
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REPORT No 3

(Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
Use additional sheets if necessary).

The projectile which damaged the wing of Enslgn EBERLEY'!s
plane appeared to be a 40 mm in slze with contact fuze. 1t
penetrated the under side of the wing, exploded inside, and cam
out the topside in about 25 pieces, making holes from the size
of a fingernail to 23" in diameter. The leading edge of the

wing, directly forward of the hit, buckled 1n as 1f it had
hit a tree at taxl speed.

No jolt was felt by the pllot or crew when the hit was
received, but they heard a crack like that of a whip.

APPROVED BY
28 March 1945

- F. B. GILKESON, Lieut,Comdr,,
SIGNATURE comdg Officer vTEssND LﬁT;’S.N.
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