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MEMORANDUM.

THE author purposes to follow this work, at the expiration of the term
of the MARQUIS OF LORNE, with a history of his administration in
Canada.

Entered according to Act of Parliament of Canada, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-eight, by WiLLIAM LEGGO, in the
Office of the Minister of Agriculture, at Ottawa.
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TO

HARRIOT, COUNTESS OF DUFFERIN,

A Bavy

WHO HAS SO GREATLY CONTRIBUTED, BY IER HIGIIT ATTAINMENTS AND
HER ADMIRABLE SOCIAL CHARACTER, TO THE SUCCESS
ACRIEVED BY HER ILLUSTRIOUS HUSBAND,

THE EARL OF DUFFERIN,

X

SKCURING, TO AN EXTENT UNEQUALLED IN COLONIAL HISTORY,
THE UNIVERSAL RESPECT, LOVE, AND ADMIRATION OF

THE PEOPLE OF CANADA,

This Wok is,

BY PERMISSION,

MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED.






PREFACE.

THE slow but steady development of the principles of Responsible
Government in Canada, under Lords Durham, Sydenham, Metcalfe,
Elgin, Monck, and Lisgar, and the unswerving devotedness of LoRD
DurFERIN to those principles, should make an historical account of
his Administration acceptable to all interested in them.

The system known in Canada as ¢ Responsible Government” is
simply an imitation of the Constitutional form of Government, which
has since the reign of George III. been slowly evolving itself in Great
Britain. That Sovereign knew little of it ;—his son, George IV., had
no occasion to attempt any check to its growth :—William IV. vainly
sought to impéde its progress,—and even our present Gracious Sove-
reign, in the warmth of a young heart, attempted on one memorable
occasion to resist its power. But a few years’ experience taught her
its true nature,—she gracefully acknowledged her error, and under her
subsequent sway this great charter of liberty has attained a strength
and stability hitherto unknown in any country—ancient or modern.

Its progress in British North America has been slow, but steady.
It was promoted under Lord Durham :—Lord Sydenham worked
it out as well as its imperfectly developed features were then under-
stood :—Lord Metcalfe halted, and attempted its check, but the
attempt only brought out a clearer view of its beauties, and added
strength to its growing power :—and Lord Elgin used it with a broad
mind and loyal determination to give the Canadian people the benefit
of its fullest development ; though in this he was, on one great occa-
sion, opposed by a large and influential portion of the people them-
selves. But it was left to Sir Edmund Head, Lord Monck, Lord
Lisgar, and especially to the EARL or DUFFERIN, to place the centre
stone in the arch,—for under their administrations the principles
of Responsible Government have become thoroughly understood
as well by the respective Ministers of their times as by the masses
of the population they have been called on to govern.

It is chiefly with a view to point out this gradual development,
and to show the means used by Lorp DUFFERIN in the process, that
this work has been projected. No Canadian statesman can hereafter



6 PREFACE,

pretend to even a fair knowledge of his duties or responsibilities
without an intimate acquaintance with the details of LORD DUFFERIN’S
ADMINISTRATION ;—and no inhabitant of Canada can with even toler-
able clearness understand the history of his country in the absence
of a familiarity with its progress since the system of Responsible
Government was established.

The work has not been reduced to a mere panegyric of the EARL
oF DUFFERIN, though the exceptionally excellent qualities with which
he is endowed have, of course, appeared. These the narrative have
gradually evolved ; and the student of Canadian history will have seen,
after the study of his rule of the Dominion, of what great importance
a genial disposition and popular manners are to the smooth working
of the government of a number of separate Provinces, differing in laws,
language, and religion.

The importance of the life of the ruler is to be measured by the
judgment with which he has construed the constitution of the country
he has been called on to govern; the ability with which he has
applied that construction to the practical working of the machinery of
government ; the tact with which he has dealt with the discordant
elements to be found in all societies ; the influences of a kindly heart
and a graceful bearing, with which he Has smoothed the rough edges
of partisan contests, and softened the social and political asperities,
so inevitable in all countries, and under all systems of government ;
by the degree of confidence in their rulers, and content with their
institutions, with which he leaves the people inspired ; and by the
amount of respect, the warmth of love, and the height of admiration
with which he has imbued the masses of the population placed under
his charge.

Judged by these tests the life of the EARL oF DUFFERIN, in
Canada, presents a subject for study as valuable to the statesman
as it is attractive to the student.

. The beneficial effects of his example are strikingly exhibited in
the government of Manitoba by Mr. Morris. This gentleman,
doubtless inspired by the study of Lord Dufferin’s conciliating tact,
and carrying out a similar policy adopted by Mr. Archibald, brought
that fine Province from anarchy to order; and though these rulers
exposed themselves to the hostility of a class whose only error was
that they permitted their feelings, for a time, to conquer their natural
kindness of heart, yet they succeeded in producing peace and hap-
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piness where a severe policy would probably have produced only
strife and wretchedness.

It is hardly necessary to say that the Earl of Dufferin is in no
degree to be held responsible for any statements made, or opinions
expressed in this work, excepting in so far as his own speeches are
concerned, the principal of which have been subjected to his own cor-
rection. With these exceptions he is completely ignorant of the
contents, and will remain so until he sees them in the printed volume
as it is now presented to the public.

A similar remark is made as to Mr. Archibald and Mr. Morris.

The author cannot allow the work to appear without an acknow-
ledgment of the deep obligation under which he lies to a number of
gentlemen in Ottawa. First among them is Mr. Alpheus Todd, the
Librarian of Parliament, whom the author cannot sufficiently thank
for his most valuable assistance in a variety of ways. The author also
desires sincerely to thank the other officers of the Library for their
kindness and untiring willingness to obtain any information he needed
in the compilation of his work.

He thanks, also, General Sir Edward Selby Smyth; Colonel
Powell, the Adjutant-General ; Col. Stoughton Dennis, the Surveyor
General ; Mr. Alfred Patrick, Clerk of the House of Commons ; Mr.
Vankoughnet, of the Indian Department; Mr. Brymner, of the
Department of Agriculture ; Mr. Buckingham, Secretary to the First
Minister ; and Mr. Botterell, for valuable information and assistance.

The author has much pleasure in saying that the type used in the
production of this volume was manufactured by the Dominion Type
Founding Co., Montreal ; the paper by Alexander Buntin, Esq., at
Valleyfield, Que. ; the portraits of the Earl and Countess of Dufferin
were engraved by the British American Bank Note Company, and
their Excellencies’ Coats of Arms, by Mr. James D. Scott, of Montreal.

Ot1TAWA, 19th October, 1878.
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THE RiGHT HONORABLE FREDERICK TEMPLE BLACKWOOD, EARL oF
DurreriN,* K.P., G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, F.R.S,, late Governor General
of Canada, the only son of Price, fourth Baron Dufferin, was born at
Florence in 1826. His mother, Helen Selina, daughter of Thomas
Sheridan, was distinguished for her beauty, wit and intellectual accom-

* It is a very common practice in this country, and indeed in Ireland, whence
America has taken it, to allude to noblemen possessing the title of Earl as ¢“ Earl
Beaconsfield,”” ¢“Earl Elgin,” instead of ‘¢ Earl of Beaconsfield,”” ¢ Earl of Elgin ; ”’
but in nine cases out of ten this is a solecism. It would be right to say ¢ Earl
Spencer’ or ‘“Earl Russell,” because these two noblemen belong to a junior
branch of a noble family and were so created ; but when the title is not identical
with the family name, but is territorial, the “ o/’ should never be dropped. The
designation of Lord ¢ so and so,”” of whatever rank the person may be below a
Duke, is always proper, and in narrative frequently proves the most convenient
appellation ; though, occasionally, the introduction of the other designation is use-
ful as a variation.

B
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plishments, and as a writer of songs, chief among which are “ The Irish
Emigrant,” ¢ Katie’s Letter,” ¢ Terence’s Farewell to Kathleen,”
“The Charming Woman,” which she wrote when she was only
sixteen, and some others. She was sister of the brilliant and beau-
tiful Duchess of Somerset, renowned, when Lady Seymour, as the
Queen of Beauty at the famous Eglinton Tournament, and of Lady
Stirling Maxwell, better known as the Hon. Mrs. Norton, celebrated
as a poetess and novelist, all three being the grand-daughters of the
wit, orator and dramatist, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, and she pos-
sessed in no ordinary degree the engaging qualities of her race. Her
literary capacity, her style of writing, and especially of letter-writing,
were of the highest order. To those who knew her well she appeared
as even a brighter star than her more distinguished sister, Mrs. Norton.
Of the Sheridan brilliance, the son of this attractive woman has
inherited a visible portion.

Lord Dufferin was educated at Eton, and Christ Church, Oxford,
and succeeded to the title in July, 1841, while still in his minority.
For some years subsequent to 1849 he was one of the Lords in
Waiting to Her Majesty, under Lord John Russell’s first adminis-
tration, and again in 1854-58. He visited the South of Ireland in
1846~7, and on his return to England published an account of his
experiences under the title of a “ Narrative of a Journey from Oxford
to Skibbereen, during the year of the Irish Famine.” In 1850 he
was created an English Baron, and sits in the House of Lords as an
hereditary peer by the title of Lord Clandeboye.

He early began to study the questions of land tenure, of the
relation of landlord and tenant, and of Irish emigration ; and, by his
speeches in the House of Lords, his letters to 7%e Zimes, his pam-
phlets, and his addresses at public meetings, he soon acquired a high
reputation as an authority on these complex and harassing questions.
His position as owner of large estates in the County Down brought
him face to face with the great defects of the system under which
the relations of landlord and tenant were regulated, and for many
years he devoted his time and energies to the elucidation of them
with a view to secure changes benefitable to both landlord and tenant.
About twenty years before the passing of Mr. Gladstone’s Land Act,
Lord Dufferin had anticipated its leading principle in a speech in the
House of Lords, suggesting that the Irish tenant-at-will should receive
compensation for ¢ disturbance” as well as for ¢ improvements,” but,
though liberal in his ideas of what was due to the tenant, he combated
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with unwonted ability, Mr. Mill’s proposal that the landed estates of all
the proprietors of Ireland should be brought to a forced sale. In 1854
he delivered an exhaustive speech in the House of Lords on the
Landlord and Tenant bills, which was, admittedly, the fairest and
most comprehensive statement hitherto made of the controversy then
pending between the landlords and tenants of Ireland. This speech
was followed by another on the same subject, and the views of Lord
Dufferin had a marked effect on the subsequent legislation of Parlia-
ment. During the years which elapsed before the conditional settle-
ment of these disputes, he published a valuable work entitled “ Irish
Emigration, and the Tenure of Land in Ireland,” in which he treated
very fully on emigration, landlords and tenanis—gave a retrospect of
the economical history of owners and occupiers in Ireland and Bel-
gium, and concluded with an elaborate review of various proposals for
the alteration of the tenure of land in Ireland.

His earlier speeches and writings by their ability soon drew the
attention of the leaders of his party to their author, who, in February,
1855, was invited by Lord John Russell to accept the position of
special attacké to his well-known mission to Vienna in that year.

In 1856 he made a yacht voyage to Iceland, a well-’known nar-
rative of which he published under the title of “ Letters from High
Latitudes.”

In 1860, he was appointed by Lord Palmerston, then at the head of
the Government, to proceed, as British Commissioner, to Syria, for the
purpose of prosecuting enquiries into the massacre of the Christians.
In the performance of this difficult and delicate duty he exhibited so
much discretion and firmness that on his return he was nominated a
K.C.B. The fre€ institutions he then secured for the Lebanons
have not only worked admirably, and enduringly, but have been
repeatedly referred to as the pattern on which the constitution of the
liberated Provinces of Bulgaria should be framed.

On 15th December, 1861, the Empire was stirred to its depths by
the death of Prince Albert. The duty of moving the address in the
House of Lords, in answer to Her Majesty’s speech from the
Throne, delivered by the Lord Commissioners, in which the melan-
choly event was referred to, was imposed on Lord Dufferin, and the
admirable manner in which he discharged it may be gathered from
his impressive speech on this occasion. It is in this speech that we
first see the beauty of diction, the warmth of feeling, and the breadth
of thought which will be found to characterise all the speeches of Lord
Dufferin.
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The following is that portion of the speech referring to the great
calamity which had overtaken Her Majesty and the Empire :

¢ My LorDs,—In rising to perform the duty which has devolved upon me, I feel
that scarcely ever has any Member of your Lordships’ House been called upon to
address you under more solemn or more trying circumstances ; and most painfully
am I aware how great is my need of your Lordships’ patience and indulgence.
My Lords, for nearly a quarter of a century it has been the invariable privilege of
those who have successively found themselves in the position I occupy to-night to
direct your attention to topics of a pleasing, hopeful, or triumphant character,—to
a gratifying retrospect, or a promising future—to projects of law calculated st:l1
further to promote the rapidly-increasing prosperity of the country—to treaties of
amity and commerce with foreign nations—at the worst, to difficulties surmounted
or disasters successfully retrieved—to foreign wars gloriously conducted and victo-
riously concluded. But, my Lords, to-night a very different task awaits me. For
the first time since Her Majesty commenced a reign of unexampled prosperity, we
have been overtaken by a calamity fraught with consequences which no man can
yet calculate—unexpected—irremediable—open.ng up alike to Sovereign and to
people an endless vista of sorrow and regret. Under such circumstances even the
most practised speaker in your Lordships’ House might well shrink from the re-
sponsibility of intruding the inadequate expression of his individual feelings on a
grief which must have endowed the heart of every one who hears me with an
eloquence far greater than any he can command. If, however, my Lords, there is
anything that can mitigate the painful anxiety of my situation, it is the conv.ction
that, however inefficient,—however wanting to the occasion—may be the terms in
which you are urged to join in the proposed sentences of condolence with Her
Majesty, the appeal must in its very nature command such an unanimity of earnest,
heartfelt acquiescence, as to leave the manner in which it may be placed before you
a matter of indifference. My Lords, this is not the occasion, nor am I the proper
person, to deliver an encomium on the Prince whom we have lost. When a whole
nation has lfted up its voice in lamentation, the feeble note of praise which may
fall from any individual tongue must necessarily be lost in the expression of the
general sorrow ; but, my Lords, superfluous as any artificial panegyric has now
become, right and fitting is it that that public grief which first found vent in the visi-
ble shudder which shook every congregation assembled in this metropolis when his
well-known name was omitted from the accustomed prayer—which, gathering
volume and intensity as reflect.on gave us the measure of our loss, swept
towards the Throne in one vast wave of passionate sympathy, and is even
still reiterated from every d.stant shore that owns allegiance to the British
Crown,—right and fitting is it that such a manifestation of a nation’s sorrow
as this should find its final embodiment and crowning consummation in a
solemn expression of their feelings by both Houses of the British Legisla-
ture. Never before, my Lords, has the heart of England been so greatly stirred,
and never yet has such signal homage been more spontaneously rendered to
unpretending intrinsic worth. Monarchs, heroes, patriots have perished from among
us, and have been attended to their grave by the respect and veneration of a grateful
people. But here was one who was neither king, warrior, nor legislator,—occu-
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pying a position in its very nature incompatible with all personal pre-eminence,—
alike debarred the achievement of military renown and political distinction, secluded
within the precincts of what might easily have become a negative existence,—
neither able to confer those favors which purchase popularity nor possessing in
any peculiar degree the trick of manner which seduces it,—who, nevertheless,
succeeded in winning for himself an amount of consideration and confidence such
as the most distinguished or the most successful of mankind have seldom attained.
By what combination of qualities, a stranger and an alien—exercising no definite
political functions—ever verging on the peril of a false position—his daily life
exposed to ceaseless observation—shut out from the encouragement afforded by the
sympathy of intimate friendship, the support of partisans, the good fellowship of
society,—how such an one acquired so remarkable a hold on the affection of a
jealous insular people, might well excite the astonishment of any one acquainted
with the temper and the peculiarities of the British nation. Yet, my Lords, after
all, how simple and obvious is the secret of the dominion he acquired! If, my
Lords, the death of Prince Albert has turned England into a land of mourning ; if
each one of us is conscious of having lost that calm feeling of satisfaction and
security which has gradually been interwoven with the existence of the nation from
the day he first took his stand beside the Throne ; if it seems as though the sun of
our prosperity were darkened, and a pillar of our state had fallen ; it is because in
him we have lost that which has never failed to acquire the unlimited confidence
and enthusiastic veneration of Englishmen—a man who, in every contingency of
life, in the presence of bewildering temptations, in the midst of luxury and splendor,
in good report and in evil report, in despite of the allurements of vanity, of selfish-
ness, and ambition, trod day by day and hour by hour, patiently, humbly, faith-
fully, the uninviting path of duly. My Lords, great must that people ever become
whose highest notion of human excellence is the fulfilment of duty; and happy
may that man be considered who has been able to realize their ideal ! Of the
various achievements of Prince Albert’s career I need not remind your Lordships.
We can, most of us, remember the day when he first came among us, and every
subsequent chapter of his blameless life has been open to our inspection. We all
know with what prudence he proceeded to exercise the functions of his elevated
but difficult station, and with what simpl.city of purpose he accepted the position
marked out for him by the Constitution. Noble Lords on either side of the
House can describe the impartiality of the welcome he extended to all the Parha-
mentary advisers of the Crown. Those who have had the honor of enjoying per-
sonal intercourse with him can speak not only to the grasp of his remarkable intel-
lect, and the inexhaustible store of his acquirements, but still more to the modesty,
the gentleness, and chivalrous purity of a disposition which invested the Court over
which he presided with an atmosphere of refinement and tranquil happiness such
as, probably, has never yet been found in a Royal home ; while his various
speeches, replete with liberal wisdlom—the enlightened influence he exercised over
our arts and manufactures—and, above all, the triumphant establishment of the
Exhibitions of 1851 and 1862, will bear witness to that practical sagacity which
in spite of the apparent inaction to which he was condemned, could call into
existence an unimagined field for the exercise of his untiring energy. And yet,
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my Lords, it is not so much for what he did, as for what he was that the

memory of Prince Albert will be honored and revered among us, though,

probably, all that he has been to England no one will ever rightly know.

As I have already had occasion to remark, the exigencies of his position

required him to shun all pretension to personal distinction. Politically

speaking, the Prince Consort was ignored by the Constitution—an ever-

watchful, though affectionate, jealousy, on the part of the people, guarded the pre-
eminence of the Crown. How loyally and faithfully the Queen’s first subject
respected this feeling we are all aware ; yet who shall ever know the nobler
loyalty, the still more loving fidelity with which the husband shared the burdens,

alleviated the cares, and guided the counsels of the wife? Some there are among
us, indeed, who have had opportunities of forming a just idea of the extent to which
this country has profited by the sagacity of Her Majesty’s most trusted counsellor ;
but it will not be until this generation has passed away, and those materials see th2
light from which alone true history can be written, that the people of England will
be able justly to appreciate the real extent of their obligations to probably one of
the wisest and most influential statesmen that ever controlled the destinies of the

nation. But, my Lords, deserving of admiration as were the qualities I have
enumerated, it is by ties of a tenderer nature that he will have most endeared him-
self to our affection. Good, wise, accomplished, useful as he was, little would all
these engaging characteristics have availed him, unless, before and above all else,

he had proved himself worthy of that precious trust which two-and-twenty years
ago the people of England confided to his honor, when they gave into his keeping

the domestic happiness of their youthful Queen. How faithfully he has fulfilled
that trust, how tenderly he has loved, guarded, cherished, honored the bride of
his youth, the companion of his manhood, is known in all its fulness but to one
alone ; yet, so bright has shone the flame of that wedded love, so hallowing has
been its influence, that even its reflected light has gladdened and purified many a
humble household, and at this moment there is not a woman in Great Britain who
will not mournfully acknowledge that as in life he made our Queen the proudest
and the happiest, so in death he has left her the most afflicted lady in her kingdom.
‘Well may we then hesitate, my Lords, before we draw near even with words of
condolence to that widowed Throne, wrapped as it is in the awful majesty of grief;
yet if there is one thing on earth which might bring—I will not say consolation,
but some soothing of her grief, to our afflicted Sovereign, it would be the conscious-
ness of that universal love and sympathy for her with which the heart of England is
at this moment full to bursting. Great as has been the affection always felt for her
by her subjects, the feeling has now attained an intensity difficult to imagine.
Death and sorrow have broken down the conventional barriers that have hitherto
awed into silence the expression of her people’s love ;—it is not a Monarch in a
palace that they now see, but a stricken Woman in a desolate home ; and public
meetings, and addresses of condolence, and marble memorials utterly fail to inter-
pret the unspeakable yearning with which the entire nation would fain gather her
to its bosom, and, if it were possible, for ever shelter her from all the ills and
sorrows of this storm-shaken world. Surely, next to the compassion of God must
be such love from such a people ! To give expression to these sentiments, as far
as the forms of State will admit, will, I am certain, be the heartfelt desire of your
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Lordships’ House ; and not, even when in some day of battle and defeat your Lord-
ships’ ancestors made a rampart of their lives round the person of their king, will
the Peers of England have gathered round the Throne in a spirit of more genuine
devotion ; and heartily, I am sure, my Lords, will you join me in praying that the
same inscrutable Providence which has visited our Queen and country with so
great a calamity will give to herand us patience to bow before the dread decree ; and
that the Father of the fatherless and the Comforter of the afflicted will, in His
own good time, afford to our beloved Sovereign such a measure of consolation as
is to be found in the love of her lost husband’s children, in the veneration of his
memory, the fulfilment of his wishes, and the imitation of his bright example. Such
a wish can be embodied in no nobler words than those furnished by the great poet
of our age :(—
¢ May all love,

¢ His love unseen, but felt, o’ershadow thee,

¢ The love of all thy sons encompass thee,

¢ The love of all thy daughters cherish thee,

¢ The love of all thy people comfort thee,

¢ Till God’s love set thee at his side again.’

And now, my Lords, glad should T be might my task of sorrowful reminiscence
be here concluded ; but on such an occasion it is impossible not to remember that
since we were last assembled the service of two other trusted and faithful council-
lors has been lost to the Crown and to the State—the one a Member of your Lord-
ships’ House, cut off in the prime of his manhood and in the midst of one of the
most brilliant careers that ever flattered the ambition of an English Statesman—
the other a Member of the other House of Parliament, after a long life of such
uninterrupted labor and unselfish devotion to the business of the country as has
seldom’ characterized the most indefatigable public servant. My Lords, it is not
my intention to enumerate the claims upon our gratitude possessed by those two
departed Statesmen ; but, in taking count of the losses sustained by Parliament
during the last recess, it is impossible not to pause an instant beside the vacant
places of Lord Herbert and Sir James Graham. Each has gone to his account,
and each has died, falling where he fought, as best befitted the noble birth and
knightly lineage of each. My Lords, whenever in her hour of need England shall
marshal her armies for the vindication of her honor, or the protection of her terri-
tories, the name of him who labored so assiduously for the improvement or the
sanitary condition of the soldier ata time when peace was devastating our barracks
in more fatal proportion than war our camps, will never lack its appointed meed
of praise. And when the day shall come for the impartial pen of history to blazon
those few names to whom alone it is given to be recognized by posterity as the
leading spirits of a by-gone age, the trusted friend, the laborious coadjutor, the
sagacious colleague of Lord Aberdeen, and of Sir Robert Peel, shall as surely find
his just measure of renown. But, my Lords, it was neither in the hope of winning
guerdon or renown that the Prince whom we mourn and the Statesmen whom we
have lost preferred the path of painful, self-denying duty to the life of luxury and
ease that lay within their reach. They obeyed a nobler instinct ; they were led
by the light of a higher revelation ; they cast their bread upou the waters in the
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faith of an unknown return. ¢ Omnia fui, nikil expedit,’ sighed one of the greatest
of Roman emperors as he lay upon his death-bed at York ; yet when, a moment
afterwards, the captain of his guard came to him for the watchword of the night,
with his dying breath he gave it, ¢ Zaboremus.’ So is it, my Lords, with us ;
we labor, and others enter into the fruit of our labors ; we dig the foundation,
and others build, and others again raise the superstructure ; and one by one the faith-
ful workmen, their spell of toil accomplished, descend it may be into oblivion and
an unhonored grave—but higher, brighter, fairer, rises the fabric of our social policy ;
broader and more beautiful spread out on every side the sacred realms of civiliza-
tion ; further and further back retire the dark tides of ignorance, misery, crime
—nay, even of disease and death itself, until to the eye of the enthusiastic specu-
lator on the destinies of the human race it might almost seem as if in the course of
ages it might be granted to the intellectual energy and moral development of man-
kind to reconquer a lost Paradise and reconstruct the shattered harmony of creation !
In what degree it may be granted to this country to work out such a destiny none
can tell ; but, though heavy be the shadow cast across the land by the loss of the
good and great, most eloquently do their lives remind us that our watchword in
the darkness still should be ¢ Zaboremas’ !

In 1862, Lord Dufferin married Harriot, eldest daughter of the
late Archibald R. Hamilton, of Killyleagh Castle, County Down. In
1863, he was nominated a Knight of St. Patrick and in 1864 was
appointed Lord Lieutenant of the County Down.

He kept steadily rising in the estimation of his party, and in public
favor, when in 1864 he was offered the position of Under Secretary of
State for India, which he held until the early part of 1866, when he
was offered the Government of Bombay, which he was forced to
decline on account of the delicate state of his mother’s health. He
was then transferred to the War Department, as Under Secretary, where
he remained until June of that year. When Mr. Gladstone came into
power in December, 1868, Lord Dufferin was nominated Chancellor
of the Duchy of Lancaster, Paymaster General, and was sworn in as
a Privy Councillor. Subsequently, in November, 1871, he was made
an Earl of the United Kingdom. He held the appointment of Chan-
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster until April, 1872, when he received
his commission, as Governor General of Canada, from the Govern-
ment of which Mr. Gladstone was Premier.

This appointment placed Lord Dufferin in a position where his
active mind would find scope for its excellent qualities. He had now
been in political life for about twenty-five years, but though his career
had given evidence of the possession of the abilities requisite to the
formation of a statesman, it had not, thus far, given him the opportunity
to prove it. He took office as one of the Lords in Waiting in 1849,
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but this position gave him but little political significance. The offices
for Under Secretary for India, and for War, were of a subordinate char-
acter, nor did the Chancellorship of the Duchy of Lancaster, afford any
special opportunities for the acquisition of distinction. The incidents
connected with his mission to Syria, though of the greatest importance,
did not attract any very general attention at the time; in fact all
that Lord Dufferin accomplished there was only fully known and
appreciated by his political chiefs. The opponents of Mr. Gladstone
admitted that Lord Dufferin possessed great talent for government,
and his political friends were glad to see an opportunity given to him
to show to the world that his qualities were really as great as they
believed them to be.

He had for many years been known and appreciated in Ireland
where he was regarded as the beau idea/ of an Irish nobleman.
He was a Liberal, but not an extreme one. He had many sym-
pathies with Irish landlords, but these did not interfere with his
kindly feeling for Irish tenants. His chivalrous spirit led him to
sympathize even with the complaints of the Orangemen when they
were exposed to the one-sided operation of the Party Processions Act,
although, as Lieutenant of his county, he had committed Mr. John-
stone for a breach of the Act. It was, by many, sincerely regretted
that as an Irish nobleman, thoroughly acquainted with Irish affairs, he
had not been offered the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland, and when the
Governor Generalship of India became vacant by the death of Lord
Mayo, it became a question whether he or Lord Northbrook should go
to India. Eventually Lord Northbrook was sent to Calcutta, and
Lord Dufferin to Canada.*

* There was a singular unanimity of feeling among the leading journals of the
day on Lord Dufferin’s appointment. One fairly summarized the general opinion
in England and Ireland, when it wrote: ¢ Lord Dufferin has at length
obtained a working office, in the conduct of which he can display his signal abilities,
and the Dominion, we are entitled to presume, will regard the choice made by our
Government with warm approval. Courteous, cultivated, prudent, yet enterprising,
gifted with an imagination which is as useful to a general or a statesman, as to a
poet or a musician, the new Governor General is precisely the person to fill an
office which demands tact in the management of men, acuteness in the percep-
tion of things, and a comprehensive moderation, able to make ample allowance
for party passions and national peculiarities. If the same talents which fitted Lord
Dufferin for mediating successfully between the stolid Mussulman and the fanatical
Druse, the shifting Maronite and the red-breeched Frenchman, carving boastful
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His appointment was important, when we recollect that in 1872 the
relations of Great Britain with the United States, and the vexed and
difficult topics affecting the position of Canada towards the Mother
Country, demanded a policy cautious yet bold, delicate yet firm. It
will be remembered that Lord Dufferin, though not a member of Mr.
Gladstone’s Cabinet, was a member of his Government, and that the
policy of that Government was then looked upon by a large portion of
the people of Britain and of Canada as indicating, at least, a half-
heartedness in the preservation of their connection. It was urged
against Mr. Gladstone that he had, in tolerably plain terms, informed
Canada that England would consent to retain her only so long as she
cost nothing, and would be ready to cast her off at any moment, and
would certainly do so if ever her sacrifice became necessary to secure
peace. Lord Dufferin’s position as Governor of Canada appointed by a
Government holding such views instantly became embarrassing. He
was, in fact, about to undertake the government of a country, as the
representative of an Imperial policy, which was suspected of forcing
upon that country the serious consideration of the question of separa-
tion, and impelling men whose dearest wish was to strengthen the ties
between the Colony and England to ask whether it would not be better to
doatonce themselves what the Imperial power seemed determined upon
forcing them to do when it suited its own purpose. The embarrass-
ment of Lord Dufferin’s position was materially increased by the
feeling then largely prevalent in Canada that her interests had been
sacrificed by the Washington Treaty, for the purpose of settling ques-
tions with the United States, which it was convenient for the Imperial
Government to see removed from further discussion.

It was determined to honor the Earl and Countess of Dufferin
with a banquet at Belfast on the eve of their departure for Canada,
and it speaks well for their popularity that the grand demonstration

inscriptions on the rocks above the Dog river, will enable him to deal equitably
with the French Acadians, the orange, green, and sturdy old buff and blue
Canadians, and the generous, but quick-tempered Yankees across the border, it is
matter of surprise to many that a politician whose abilities were well known should
have been kept so long out of active employment.” * * * * ¢ Common sense,
solidity of judgment, dignity, courtliness, are required in the West as much as in
the East, for on both continents questions are certain to arise which nothing but
insight, conciliatory manners, and firmness will be able to solve. Lord Dufferin’s
Irish blood and breeding will stand him in good stead among a people variously
composed of Celt and Teuton, yet strongly attached to the old country.”
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which was the result of this determination was attended by gentlemen
and ladies of all parties and creeds.* On 1rth June, 1872, their
Excellencies were accordingly entertained at Belfast. The Mayor of
Belfast, Mr. John Savage, presided, and there was a large and brilliant
assemblage, the hall being crowded with the leading citizens of Belfast
and landed gentry of the neighboring counties. The Deputy-Lieu-
tenants and Consuls appeared in uniform. The hall was beautifully
decorated. Grace was said by the Rev. William Johnston, Modera-
tor of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
and thanks were returned by the Lord Bishop of Down and Connor
and Dromore.

The preliminary toasts having been given, the Chairman proposed
the toast of the evening : “ The health of His Excellency, the Gover-
nor General of Canada.”

His Excellency, on rising to respond, was received with continued
cheering. He said—

¢ MR. MAYOR, MY LORDS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I am sure it will be
easily understood that, to any one in my situation to-night, it must be difficult to find
words either simple enough or strong enough to express his thanks. Those whom
I see around me are representatives of all that is most distinguished in the social,
mercantile, political and professional world of Ulster and the North. They are,
therefore, the very men whose good opinion it has always been my chief ambition
to acquire. Amongst them are included not only my personal friends and poli-
tical associates, but numbers to whom it has been my misfortune to find myself
opposed on many momentous public questions, and on whose indulgence and
sympathy, therefore, I could have no claim, beyond what their native generosity
of feeling must supply. (Cheers.) Yet all have been pleased to join together to-
night in a demonstration of personal kindness and goodwill towards Lady Duf-
ferin and myself, so cordial and so unanimous, so diverse in the quarters whence
it proceeds, and so magnificent in its outward characteristics, as may well render
the object of it speechless from surprise and gratitude. (Loud cheers). Yet,
ladies and gentlemen, however unequal I may be to making you understand all

* A leading Belfast journal, politically opposed to the Earl of Dufferin, thus
speaks of the proposed banquet :—

“ We need not tell the people of Belfast and of Ulster that we are opposed
politically to the party with which Lord Dufferin is connected, but this is not a
question of creed or party, for all creeds and all parties will be glad to hear of the
advancement of Lord Duflerin to the important position of Governor General of
the Dominion of Canada. Apart from political consideration, men of all creeds
and parties can observe in his Lordship many admirable social qualities, an anxious
desire to promote the welfare of all classes, however we may differ on the means
employed, an unwavering interest in the prosperity of Belfast and its institutions ;
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that I feel at this moment, there is one assurance I must hasten to give you, and
that is, that I fully comprehend that it is not to anything that I have done, or
been, or am, that I owe this supreme honor ; but that I am indebted for it to that
instinctive feeling of sympathy which all Irish hearts show towards those who, in
the discharge of anxious public duties, are called upon to leave their home and
native land. (Applause). You, Mr. Mayor, have indeed been good enough to
lay some stress on my humble efforts to promote the advantage of this town and
neighborhood—(hear, hear)—but, although I am conscious that the desire to serve
my country has never ceased to be the great passion of my life—(hear)—a sense
of how little I have been able to do towards so great an end has not failed to
supply me with a store of humiliating reflections. In one respect alone is my con-
science at ease, and that is in the knowledge that from my earliest entry into public
life, neither from fear nor favor, neither from a love of applause nor from a dread
of running counter to any dominant tide of popular sentiment, have I ever been
turned aside from advocating what I believed to be fair, and just, and right.
(Great cheering). As a consequence I have found myself opposed in turnto many
of the phases of political thought and feeling which may have prevailed in this
country. Probably there are many gentlemen in this room—I trust no lady—
(hear, hear)—to whom at one time or another my words and conduct may have
been displeasing—(hear, hear, and cheering)—but I hope I may regard their pre-
sence here to-night as an assurance that in the warmest moments of controversy,
no matter how strong my personal convictions, I have never failed to pay to my
temporary opponents that respect and deference which was due to their high char-
acter, their conscientious motives, and their intellectual eminence. (Applause). On
the other hand I trust I may take this opportunity of assuring those of my enter-
tainers with whom I have been politically allied that I retain a no less grateful
appreciation of the confidence with which they have honored me, of the encourage-
ment with which they have greeted my humble efforts on their behalf, and of the
genial and affectionate cordiality which has invested our political intercourse with
the attributes of personal friendship. (Cheers.) Ladies and gentlemen, Constitu-
tional Government must necessarily be carried on by party. (Hear, hear.) Alle-
giance to one’s party is the first obligation on every honorable man. (Hear, hear.)
Party warfare is as necessary to our political existence as those conflicting forces
which hold the world in equilibrium, and refresh and purify the face of nature.
But if there is one respect in which public life in this country has the advantage
over public life amongst other nations, it is that our statesmen, in respecting them-
selves, have learned to respect each other—(hear, hear)—it is that each section of
the community, in advocating its own opinions or interests, is content to do so
with sobriety and moderation, and that a mutual spirit of forbearance leads to the

and a readiness to comply with the wishes of our various social sections, and with
their various tastes.” * * * ¢ The Dominion of Canada is one of the most
important dependencies of the British Crown, and it is daily growing inimportance.”

* * * <« The community at large in Canada will derive the benefit of Lord
Dufferin’s great wisdom, and ability as a scholar and a Governor.”
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settlement of the most burning questions under conditions in which both sides can
eventually acquiesce ; it is that political controversy seldom degenerates into per-
sonal rancor ; it is that when once Her Majesty has been pleased to invest one of
her subjects with representative authority, whether as a judge, an ambassador, or
a viceroy-—(cheers)—no matter what may have been the vehemence of his political
antecedents, his countrymen of all classes and parties are content to regard him
henceforth as their common servant, champion, and representative—(hear, hear)—
as emancipated from all taint of political partizanhip—(hear, hear)—and as actu-
ated by a simple desire to serve the nation at large. (Cheers.) It is this gene-
rosity of sentiment on the part of the British people which seems to have acted like
an inspiration on the minds of those great men whose services abroad have added
so many glorious pages to our history. It has purified their natures, elevated their
aspirations, invigorated their intellects, until, as in the case of Lord Canning,—
(cheers)—Lord Elgin—(cheers)—and our late lamented countryman, Lord Mayo
—(loud cheers)—their reputations have expanded beyond the anticipations of their
warmest friends, and in dying they have left behind them almost heroic memories.
(Loud cheers.) And how could this be otherwise ? As the ship he sails in, slowly
moves away from the familiar shore, as the well-known features of the landscape,
the bright villas, the pointed spires, the pleasant woods, the torrent beds that scar
the mountain side, gradually melt down into a single tint, till only the broad out-
line of his native coast attracts his gaze, something of an analogous process operates
within his mind, and, as he considers his mission and his destiny, the landmarks of
home politics grow faint, the rugged controversies which divide opinion become
indistinct, the antagonisms of party strife recede into the distance, while their place
is occupied by the aspect of an united nation, which has confided its interests and
its honor to his keeping, and by the image of the beloved Mistress he represents
and serves. (Loud cheers.) It is thoughts like these—it is the consciousness that
he carries with him the confidence of his countrymen, the good wishes of his
friends, the favor of his Queen—that compels a man to forget himself, his self-
ish interests and feelings, and makes him wholly his country’s; which gives
him courage to incur responsibility, to sustain odium, to confront danger, to
sacrifice health, and, if need be, life itself, at the simple call of duty. (Cheers.)
Ladies and gentlemen, as far as such inspiriting auspices as these can ensure suc-
cess, few will have left their native shores under more encouraging circum-
stances than myself. (Hear, hear.) I only wish I could feel that the friendly
ant'cipations you have expressed were more certain to be realised. But, after
all, perhaps a deep and almost oppressive sense of the responsibility of one’s
position, a humble hope to be enabled, in spite of one’s deficiencies, to do
one’s duty, a due appreciation of the honor of one’s post, is a better preparation
for a future career than a more confident and self-satisfied frame of mind. (Cheers.)
At all events, there is one function of my great office which will prove a labor of
love, and to the discharge of which I know I shall not be unequal—that which
will consist in presenting myself to our fellow-subjects across the Atlantic as the
embodiment and representative of that kind feeling-—(hear, hear)—of that deep
sympathy— (hear, hear)—of that ceaseless and indestructible pride and affection
with which all classes and all parties in this country regard the inhabitants of our
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great Dominion. (Cheers.) Ladies and gentlemen, you are of course aware that
the Government of Canada is strictly constitutional—(hear, hear)—that it reflects,
in all respects, the institutions of this country, and that this resemblance is main-
tained, not merely by the outward form of its machinery, but, what is of far greater
importance, by that spirit of dignified moderation and sagacious statesmanship
which inspires the conduct of those distinguished men who have successfully ad-
ministered her affairs and directed the councils of her legislature. (Cheers.) Why,
the mere creation of the Dominion, the union of the Provinces, the concentration
of power in the hands of a Supreme Parliament, whose jurisdiction now extends
from ocean to ocean, is itself a proof of the patriotism, of the ability, and of the
organising power of the Canadian people. (Hear, hear.) It is not to be supposed
but that many local interests, prejudices and traditions must have imagined them-
selves compromised by the absorption of the Local Legislatures into the bosom of
the mightier body ; but not only have the wisest councils on the subject been per-
mitted to preva:l, and all minor jealousies been obliterated, but even those who
most vehemently opposed the arrangement, when once the controversy was con-
cluded, have acquiesced in the settlement, and with a loyal and generous patriotism
have done their very best to render nugatory their own misgivings, and to make
the system they at one time found it necessary to oppose work to the best possible
advantage. (Cheers.) Ladies and gentlemen, who can now doubt the construc-
tive power, the statesmanlike instincts, the vitality, or the future of a community
whose Parliament and whose statesmen can already boast of such notable achieve-
ments in the art of government ? (Hear, hear.) But, ladies and gentlemen, to be
the interpreter of the goodwill of the people of Great Britain towards the inhabi-
tants of Canada is not the only congenial duty imposed upon me by my office.
There is another of an analogous kind which it will give me hardly less pleasure
to discharge. Side by side with the Dominion of Canada, along a frontier of more
than 2,000 miles, extends the territory of a kindred race—(hear, hear, and applause)
—who are working out their great destiny under institutions which, though differ-
ing in some of their outward aspects from our own, have been elaborated under
the inspiration of that same love of freedom—(hear, hear)—that reverence for law,
that sober, practical statesmanship—c(hear, hear)—that capacity of self-discipline—
(hear, hear)—which characterises the English-speaking race. As the Chief of the
Executive of Canada, as the representative of the British Crown, as the servant and
spokesman of the British people, it will be my agreeable duty to exhibit on all
occasions whatever of hospitality, courtesy, and friendliness to the citizens of the
United States may most accurately exhibit that genuine sympathy felt by this
country for America, which, in spite of any momentary and superficial disputes which
may trouble the outward surface of their amity, descends too deep down into the
hearts of both peoples ever to be really shaken or disturbed. (Loud cheers.) It
has been my good fortune to know a great number of distinguished Americans.
Some of my dearest friends are natives of the States, and not the least of the plea-
sant anticipations which await me is the prospect of acquiring a better knowledge
and becoming more intimately acquainted with the social and political organization
of that great and prosperous nation. (Loud applause.) But of course the most
constant and absorbing duty of every one connected with the Government of Can-
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ada, and one not less agreeable than those to which I have alluded, will be that of
developing the latent wealth and the enormous material resources of the vast terri-
tory comprised within my new jurisdiction. Few people in this country have any
notion how blessed by nature is the Canadian soil. (Hear, hear.) The beauty,
majesty, and material importance of the Gulf of the St. Lawrence is indeed the
theme of every traveller, while the stupendous chain of lakes to which it is the out-
let is well known to afford a system of inland navigation such as is to be found in
no other part of the habitable globe. The inexhaustible harvest of its seas annually
gathered by its hardy maritime population, the innumerable treasures of its forests,
are known to all ; but what is not so generally understood is that beyond the pre-
sent inhabited regions of the country—beyond the towns, the lakes, the woods—
there stretches out an enormous breadth of rich alluvial soil comprising an area of
thousands of square miles, so level, so fertile, so ripe for cultivation, so profusely
watered, and intersected by enormous navigable rivers, with so exceptionally mild
a climate, as to be destined at no distant time to be occupied by millions of our
prosperous fellow subjects, and to become a central granary for the adjoining con-
tinents. (Cheers.) Such a scene as this may well fire the most sluggish imagina-
tion, nor can there be conceived a greater privilege than being permitted to watch
the development of an industry and civilization fraught with such universal advan-
tage to the human race. Infact, ladies and gentlemen, it may be doubted whether
the inhabitants of the Dominion themselves are as yet fully awake to the magnifi-
cent destiny in store for them—(hear, hear,)—or have altogether realized the pro-
mise of their young and virile nationality. Like a virgin goddess in a primeval
world, Canada still walks in unconscious beauty among her golden woods and by
the margin of her trackless streams, catching but broken glances of her radiant
majesty, as mirrored on their surface, and scarcely recks as yet of the glories
awaiting her in the Olympus of nations.” (Loud and long cheering.)

It will be observed that in this speech Lord Dufferin speaks of the
resources of Canada in terms which no one who had not made them a
study could have used. His declaration, that beyond the present
inhabited regions of the country there stretches an enormous breadth
of rich alluvial soil, so fertile, so profusely watered, and possessing so
mild a climate as to be destined to become the home of millions and
the granary for continents, is as accurate as the splendid and amplified
description he gave of these regions when in Manitoba, after having
personally inspected great portions of the country, he delivered the
great speech hereafter to be quoted.*

*In M. D. Conway’s London letter we find the following : I once got on
the top of an omnibus, running from Kingston towards Piccadilly,—eschewing
the inside in order that I might enjoy a balmy April morning, and also a whiff of
that weed which, as the Indians told Columbus, ¢ destroys care.’” By my side
there sat a middle-sized man with a very intelligent countenance, who had assumed
the same elevated but democratic position from evidently the same motivé as mine.
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That Lord Dufferin was regarded with respect and love by all
classes was further proved by the warm expressions used in addresses
which were poured in upon him from the various charitable, scientific
and other associations. A general review of his career up to the time
of his appointment to Canada, and of the almost universal feeling
with which his elevation was received, may thus be summed up. In
his own country, and especially in his own province of Ulster, where
his qualities as a landowner and a neighbor were best known, he was
highly popular. In the mingled force and grace of his character it
was admitted that he united the shrewd practical energy and
activity of the North of Ireland, with the kindly humour and
generous sentiment of the South. In the discussion and settlement
of many intricate and embarrassing questions, and notably those

We had a good deal of conversation. He was particularly interested in America,
and indicated such an intimacy with its politics that he might have been mistaken for
an American, especially as there was very little of the Englishman in his appearance.
He had a face more Celtic than Saxon—a fine, intellectual forehead—a light,
soft eye,—in all, a face of delicate beauly, but at the same time vigorous in
expression. We discussed Tennyson’s poetry, and that of Robert Browning.
Certain little observations made me aware that he was the personal friend
of both poets. But he was chiefly interested in American politics, taking very
heartily the side of the men of progress there, and asking many questions
about Wendell Phillips, and other reformers. He said it had been his privilege
to meet Senator Sumner when he was in Europe seeking to recover his health, and
was much pleased with him, but that he had felt deeply grieved by his speech on
the Alabama question. It did not at all do justice even to the devotion which
many of the highest classes, even the nobility—the Argyles, Granvilles, Howards,
Carlisles, Houghtons and others—had shewn to the cause of the North; much
less to the sacrifices which the great mass of working people had borne unmur-
muringly rather than countenance any of the propositions made for interfering with
the determination of the North to crush the rebellion. He rejoiced in the libera-
tion of America from slavery, and believed it would be reflected in England and
in Europe in a mighty advance of liberalism. He hoped still that the Alabama
difficulties would be surmounted, and England and America enter upon a friendship
such as they had never before known, and march together, on the highway of human
progress. 1 was much delighted with my companion’s ideas of literature, art, and
politics :—his fine eye, and his charming voice, and his beaming expression, con-
vinced me that I was in the presence of no ordinary man. By the time we reached
Regent’s Circus, cigars were ended—my new acquaintance alighted and disappeared
among the millions of London, with a fair prospect of remaining with me for the
time to come only as a pleasant omnibus-top memory. But it was not so to be.
A few evenings afterwards I happened to be in the Strangers’ Section of the House
of Lords. A debate in which I found little interest was going on, and my eyes
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relating to the Church and Land, he had taken a conspicuous and
decided part as a Liberal, without being the mere echo of a ministry
or a party. While expressing his opinions with freedom, and stand-
ing fast by his principles with ardour and sincerity, he counted
warm personal friends among strong political opponents ;—and when
he was about leaving his country to undertake, by the favor of
his Sovereign, imperial duties and responsibilities, all parties
concurred in doing him honor, and in wishing him a hearty and
affectionate farewell. It was universally admitted that numbers of
influential people who only knew Lord Dufferin by the general
report of his public services and his private worth, had marked him
out for higher honors and rewards than those of a comparatively
obscure and subordinate member of an Administration. It was no

were wandering about from face to face, Jingering here and there upon one which
seemed like an historical figure-head of ancient aristocratic England. But a voice
struck me as one I had heard before. I could not be mistaken in that low, clear
tone. Certainly when I looked in the direction of the man who had begun to speak,
I could not be mistaken. It was my friend of the omnibus-top. Dry as the theme
was—I have forgotten it—the speaker invested it with interest. He had looked
deeper into it than others,—knew the point on which the question turned, and in a
few simple words made the statement to which nothing could be added. This was
my first meeting with Lord Dufferin, but not, I am happy tosay, the last. It has
been my privilege to meet him in society, to listen to him, to know something of
his life, and my first impression has been more than confirmed. I am quite sure
that there is no one among the Peers of England who surpasses him in all that.
goes to make the gentleman, the true-hearted man, and the refined scholar. The
appointment of Lord Dufferin to be the Governor General of Canada is at this
moment very significant. It means obviously that it is deemed impértant that
there should be in Canada, just now, one who has been all his life one of the most.
faithful friends of the United States ; and also one who, as an Irish nobleman, has’
pursued a course towards his tenants in that country which has left him without an’
enemy there. So far as America is concerned—even Irish America—his record is-
without a blot, nor are these the only qualifications which Lord Dufferin has for the,
post to which he is sent. Twelve years ago he was entrusted with the delicate
mission of settling difficulties hetween the natives and Christians in Syria, where
he displayed much capacity, and for his services was made K. C. B. He also
successfully compromised difficultiés between the French and the Druses, and
shewed such great tact and ability in dealing with the Turks and other Orientals
that many of the most influential men at once named him as the right man to
succeed Lord Mayo in India. There was, indeed, a slight disappointment in some
quarters that Lord Northbrook should have been preferred for the post in question.
But Canada gains a great deal by it. England could send her no better man,”" =™
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secret that, in an office generally supposed to be a sinecure, he was
often called upon to exhibit the aptitude and the readiness of a states-
man. Whether as a Royal Commissioner, or as a departmental
adviser, or as a clear and candid expositor of legislative measures
in his place in Parliament, he had, by his patient and meritorious
services, fairly earned his promotion to one of the highest appoint-
ments in the gift of the Crown. When the sudden and tragic
fate of Lord Mayo had added another name to the martyrology of
Indian rulers, the Earl of Dufferin was certainly one of the favorite
candidates in Britain for the vacant Pro-consulate. But he was
reserved for a dignity only one degree less splendid and momentous
than the Viceroyalty of India, and one possibly more fitted to his
character and capacity. {The Government of Canada was strictly
constitutional, and the Governor General had to rule as a constitu-
tional sovereign. For such a post it would have been difficult to
select a statesman better fitted by temperament, habit, and expe-
rience than one in whom the training and the discipline of the
English intellect was so happily mingled with the sympathetic charm
and the imaginative insight of the Irish genius. It was declared by
men best able to judge that the new Governor General of Canada
would bear with him across the ocean the best of passports to a
sound popularity, a brilliant success, and an instinctive sympathy with
the people over whose destinies he was to preside. It was pointed
out that his parting speech at Belfast would be welcomed on this side
the Atlantic as the pledge and presage of a beneficent and enlightened
guardianship. It was confidently predicted that the people of
Canada would appreciate the unaffected simplicity and sincerity of
Lord Dufferin’s declaration, that to serve his country had always
been the great passion of his life, and that, whatever his infirmities
or his imperfections, he would be sustained by the consciousness
of having never turned aside from advocating what he believed
to be fair, just, and right. It was said that the applause of
his countrymen and neighbors ratified this assurance, and bore
witness to the temper of the man, who had never been betrayed by
political controversy into personal rancour, and who was going out
to his distant Government with the unanimous good will of all
classes and parties whom he was leaving behind, and who, to use his
own words were “ content to regard him henceforth as their common
servant, champion, and representative,—as emancipated from all taint
of political partisanship, and as actuated by a simple desire to serve
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the nation at large.” It was well remarked that to embody, represent,
and interpret the affectionate feeling of all classes and of all parties in
Britain towards their Canadian fellow-subjects would be an easy task
to one who could express so vividly and so feelingly as Lord Dufferin
did at Belfast this sentiment of a common inheritance of patriotism,
transcending and effacing all local interests and jealousies. The
glowing language in which he described the aspects and resources of
the Dominion, and pointed to its magnificent destinies, was no burst
of idle rhetoric, but the thoughtful outpouring of one for whom the
responsibility of watching over the peaceful conquests of civilization
was a labor of love, and an inspiring privilege. Nor was it forgotten
that the cordial fervor with which the chief of the Executive of Canada
and the representative of the British Crown anticipated the prospects
of fulfilling the duties of neighborly hospitality and good-will towards
the great kindred nation was less characteristic of the tact and temper
which promised to make Lord Dufferin’s administration in Canada a
happy epoch in the Western world.

That Lord Dufferin was a patriot in the highest sense of the word
was proven by his great services in the cause of the regeneration
of Ireland when Mr. Gladstone took office in 1872, and introduced
those large measures of church and land reforms with which his name
has become so closely identified. Lord Dufferin recognized the ne-
cessity of these changes long before the masses of the Irish people
were enabled to regard with complacent equanimity the sight of a
Protestant nobleman advocating the disestablishment and disendow-
ment of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the passing of compre-
hensive measures of land reform. Born, as Lord Dufferin was, of a noble
family, and living the greater part of his life in the most Protestant
county in Ireland, it required no small amount of courage to stand
forth the sole champion of religious equality and tenant right amongst
the nobility of his province. He never stooped to court popular favor.
He pandered to no prejudices for the sake of acquiring an ephemeral
popularity.

At Derry, Lord Dufferin was presented with an address by the
Mayor and Corporation on behalf of the citizens, expressing their
appreciation of his high character and great abilities, and congra-
tulating him on his appointment to the elevated position of Governor
General of the Dominion of Canada. A luncheon given to their
Excellencies was attended by all the notabilities of the city and the
adjoining country, and on 13th June they left the council chamber where
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the luncheon was given and were conveyed to the Allan steamship,
Prussian, bound to Quebec, where they arrived on the morning of
Tuesday, 25th June, 1872.



CHAPTER II

CONTENTS.

Sketch of the early government of the British North American Provinces—Rise and
Progress of “ Constitutional ”” or ¢ Responsible” Government—Maritime Pro-
vinces in 1839—Lord Durham,Governor General, May, 1838, to November, 1838
—His Report—Lord Sydenham, October, 1838, to September, 1841—Union of
Upper and Lower Canada determined on—Lord Sydenham’s Rule—Sir Charles
Bagot’s Administration, January, 1842, to March, 1843—Lord Metcalfe’s Rule,
March, 1843, to November, 1845—The Government of Lord Elgin, 1847 to
1855—Rebellion Losses Bill—Beautiful Farewell Address of Lord Elgin—
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THE history of the Imperial rule in British North America is the his-
tory of a paternal Government, gradually changing from a semi-mili-
tary to a personal character, and from a personal to the counterpart
of the constitution under which the parent country is now governed.*
Like its great exemplar, the Constitution of these Colonies has been
changed from time to time, to meet the needs of an ever varying
population ; the growth of liberty with us has kept pace with the
growth of liberty in the parent state, and each accession to popu-
lar power in Britain has been gradually, but surely, followed by a fresh

* In Canada this form of government is known as ¢ Responsible Government.”
This, strictly speaking, is inaccurate. The proper term is ¢ Constitutional Govern-
ment,” but the former phrase has perhaps become too well established now to be
discarded.
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accession to popular power in her great colonies of North America.
The ready willingness of the parent state to permit this accession
is the simple secret of the almost passionate loyalty of the Canadian
of 1878 to the British Crown. The rebellion of 1837-8 is but a seem-
ing contradiction of this general statement, since it was brought about
not by the unwillingness of the Imperial power to grant the reasonable
demands of a minority, but by the ill-advised measures of the Colonial
Executive itself.

The early Governors of the Provinces were usually, and almost
necessarily, military men. The people were not, it was supposed,
prepared even for the mild restraints which Britain imposed on a
conquered territory. In those early days Constitutional Government
in England, as now understood, was almost unknown. The power of
the Sovereign was very great. Each Sovereign was anxious to retain
it at its full height, and felt himself bound in honor to transmit it to
his heir undiminished in extent and unreduced in strength. He
looked upon the Colonies as part of his patrimony ; they were to him
an outlying possession, to be made happy, if possible, by gentle treat-
ment, but to be made subservient to the great interests of the parent
state, in any event, and to be held by a strong grasp, an iron one, if
necessary, as an appanage of the Imperial Crown forever. Thus it was
that restrictions were placed on Colonial industry. The trade measures
of the Provinces were invariably shaped to meet the interests of the
traders of Britain, and Pitt expressed in a sentence the whole policy of
Britain to her Transatlantic Empire when he said “ I will not permit
even a horse shoe nail to be manufactured in America.” This Imperial
policy, has always been changed, when the colonists have made a firm
demand for its modification. The early representatives of the Crown
were chosen, therefore, more as guardians of the Sovereign’s properties
than as guardians of the rights of the colonist,—more as assertors of the
Royal prerogative than of colonial freedom,—more for the purpose of
increasing the profits of Home trade than for the purpose of winning
the affections of a young people, struggling to create an independence
for themselves and their families, and a form of government relieved
from the heavy hand of a supervising power seated in a country differing
from their own in the most vital essentials. As arule these represen-
tatives of Imperial power knew butlittle of Constitutional Government,
and their instructions did not require them to begin its study. They
were sent out as governors, and they, not unnaturally, considered that
the more the people were permitted to govern themselves, the less were
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they governors. When, therefore, they found their subjects disposed
to demand an increase of popular power, they instantly regarded the
demand as an attack on that indefinable territory commonly known
as the ¢ prerogative of the Crown,” and with a loyalty to their Sove-
reign, of which even we. cannot well speak harshly, interposed the
powers with which they were amply provided to resist the encroach-
ments of the people.

But as the Provinces grew in population, they grew in wealth ; as
they grew in wealth, they grew in intelligence; as they grew in
intelligence, they grew in power. They had passed from childhood,—
they were now in young manhood ; the old system of government was
daily becoming more unsuited to the genius and wants of the people,
and was therefore daily becoming more unpopular. The upheaval
in England which resulted in the passing of the Reform Bill was felt
wherever a British heart beat. The power of Colonial Governors in
British North America was fast decreasing,—the people discovered
that a peaceful but determined agitation in England was an engine
which would sooner or later crush both monarch and aristocracy, and
they were not slow to follow the example of the liberals of the old
country.

It will probably surprise many of our young politicians to learn
that even so late as 1829, during the Administration of Sir John
Colborne, no less than twenty-one bills passed by the Assembly
were thrown out in the Upper House, and in 1830 forty met the same
fate ; that among these was an Act repealing one by which the sum of
42,500 per year had been granted in perpetuity in aid of the civil
list ; that the Province in this, and many other points, presented the
unconstitutional spectacle of a Government requiring no moneys from
the Assembly ; that the Legislative Councll, a creation of the Executive,
was not only not in harmony with the people as represented in the
Lower House, but offered a violent and contemptuous opposition to
their wishes ; that no restraint could be imposed on the Executive by
an annual vote of supply, or by the withholding of such a vote. In
effect, the Governor, supported by an Upper House of his own
choosing, was completely independent of the people.

It was in this year that we first hear of ¢ Responsible Government ”
for Upper Canada. The Hon. Mr. Stanley, (subsequently the Earl of
Derby), presented a petition in the British House of Commons, signed
by three thousand inhabitants of Toronto, praying, among other things,
“that they might have a Joca/ and responsible administration.” In
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Lower Canada, the Liberals desired an elective Upper House, since
they hoped by that means to secure what they termed Constitutional
Government, while in Upper Canada, the same party desired to get
the Executive into their hands as a means of securing the same object.
In Lower Canada, the domination of a race and a religion was sought ;
in Upper, the domination of the principle of Responsible Government.

The struggle for an extension of popular power in Lower Canada,
through an elective Upper House, and in Upper Canada through a
ministry responsible to the Lower House, continued with increasing
acrimony until it terminated in the rebellion of 1837, headed by L. J.
Papineau in the Lower Province, and by W. L. Mackenzie in the
Upper. With regard to the first it may safely be said that every
reasonable concession had been made by the Imperial power, but the
French leaders had evidently determined to be satisfied with nothing
less than independence—while in Upper Canada it may as safely be
said that no great body of the people desired independence, and that
the outbreak might have been prevented by common prudence and
good management.*

In Upper Canada, Sir Francis Bond Head conducted his Adminis-
tration on the supposition that the “maintenance of the connection
with Great Britain depended upon his triumph over the majority of
the Assembly.” + But the idea of governing on constitutional principles,
as they are now understood, never occurred to him. In Lower
Canada the struggle was not, as in the sister Province, one between a
Government and the people; it was a contest between two nations,
the British and the French, “ warring in the bosom of a single state.”{
It was a struggle, not of principles, but of races.

The rising in both Provinces was speedily crushed. In February,
1838, the constitution of Lower Canada was suspended by the Imperial
Parliament, and the Earl of Durham was appointed Governor General,
and also High Commissioner *for the adjustment of certain important
affairs affecting the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada.”

* «I am inclined to view the insurrectionary movements which did take place
as indicative of no deep-rooted dissatisfaction, and to believe that almost the entire
body of the reformers of this Province (Upper Canada) sought only by con-
stitutional means to obtain those objects for which they had so long peaceably
struggled before the unhappy troubles occasioned by the violence of a few
unprincipled adventurers and heated enthusiasts.” Lord Durham’s Report, 118.

t Lord Durham’s Report, 112,
f Ibid, 8.
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The system which had broken down in the Canadas was that
under which, with some unimportant differences, the Maritime Pro-
vinces were governed. These had not been violently disturbed, but
the defects of the general system were common to all. In each, the
people were represented by an Assembly elected by themselves, but
also in each the Executive was irresponsible, and there was, conse-
quently, the same constant collision between the different branches of
the Government,—the same abuse of the powers of the representative
bodies, inverted by the anomaly of their position, and the want of good
municipal institutions,—and the same constant interference of the
Imperial power in matters of a purely local character. That there was
but little discontent in these eastern portions of British North
America was to be attributed to the fact that important departures
from the ordinary course of the colonial system had been made, and a
nearer approach to Responsible, or Constitutional, Government had
been secured. .

Such was the political condition of the Canadas and the Maritime
Provinces in 1839. The attempt to rule a free people, armed with the
power of representative institutions, through an irresponsible Execu-
tive met the only fate it deserved. The Imperial policy kept the
Colonies in a state of constant irritation, and yet the authorities in
Britain were sincerely desirous to govern with justice and mildness.
The true system of a thoroughly Constitutional Government had not
yet been adopted even in England, and we should not judge harshly
the Ministers of Britain, because they did not give to the Dependen
cies a system better than the one they themselves possessed. Their
Colonial policy was an utter failure. In Britain the agitation attending
the passage of the Reform Bill enlarged the ideas and expanded
the minds of all classes, and the enlightened views of the Liberals of
that country were immediately reflected in the new system which the
events of 18378 in the Canadas rendered absolutely necessary.

In February, 1838,an Act was passed by the Imperial Legislature
suspending the Constitution of Lower Canada,—and making temporary
provision for its government by a Special Council, whose ordinances
were to be law. The Earl of Durham was appointed Governor
General, and also Her Majesty’s High Commissioner “for the adjust-
ment of certain important affairs affecting the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada.”

He arrived at Quebec, 27th May, 1838, and returned to England 3rd
November following, having secured the materials for his celebrated
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report. This admirable state paper had a most important effect
on the political condition of the British North American possessions,
since it led to the union of Upper and Lower Canada,*—the establish-
ment of Responsible Government, and the general melioration of the
Colonial policy of the Empire. But Lord Durham had not the honor
of carrying out the great scheme of his report. Qn his sudden depar-
ture from the country he left Sir John Colborne to govern Lower
Canada—while Sir Francis Bond Head was pursuing his disastrous
course in the Upper Province. On the removal of Sir Francis in
March, 1838, Sir George Arthur was appointed his successor; and
when Sir John Colborne retired from Lower Canada in October, 1839,
he was succeeded by Mr. Poulett Thomson.tf The Union of the
two Provinces had now been determined on by the Imperial authorities,
and they had also resolved on the concession of Constitutional or
Responsible Government. The despatch of Lord John Russell of
14th October, 1839, is a full and clear exposition of the principles of
Responsible Government as now understood.f Mr. Thomson was
deputed to secure the assent of the two Canadas to the Union and,

* The Bill of the Imperial Parliament, consummating this Union, framed on
resolutions passed by the Special Council of Lower Canada, 13th November, 1839,
and by the two Houses of Upper Canada in the following month received the Royal
Assent 23rd July, 1840, but, by a suspending clause, it did not take effect until 1oth
February, 1841, when it was declared in force by proclamation.

t Raised to the Peerage in 1840, by the title of ¢ Baron Sydenham of Kent and
of Toronto.”

t As the principles of Responsible Government seem yet to be but indistinctly
understood in the Province of Quebec, a careful consideration of this despatch is
recommended and especial notice is drawn to the following sentences: ¢‘The
Sovereign using the prerogative of the Crown to the utmost extent, and the House
of Commons exerting its power of the purse, to carry all its resolutions into
immediate effect, would produce confusion in the country in less than a twelve-
month. So, in a colony : the Governor thwarting every legitimate proposition of
the Assembly ; and the Assembly continually recurring to its power of refusing
supplies, can but disturb all political relations, embarrass trade, and retard the
prosperity of the people. Each must exercise a wise moderation. The Governor
must only oppose the wishes of the Assembly where the honor of the Crown or
the interests of the Empire are deeply concerned.” An address was presented to
Lord Sydenham by the Assembly, in order to elicit a distinct expression of his
views on the question of Responsible Government. On 14th January, 1840, he sent
down a message in reply, in which he declared “ that he had been commanded by
Her Majesty to administer the Government in accordance with the well-understood
wishes of the people ; and to pay to their feelings, as expressed through their repre-
sentatives, the deference that was justly due to them.”
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when secured, he was charged with the duty, as Governor General, of
carrying out the liberal and enlightened views of the Imperial Adminis-
tration, as set forth in Lord John Russell’s despatch. He fully concurred
in these views. He saw clearly that it was absolutely necessary to
make the members of the Government directly responsible to the
House of Assembly, as in England. He succeeded in both objects,
and Lord Sydenham was the first Governor of any portion of the
British Possessions in North America who attempted to rule his
province avowedly under the principles of Responsible Government.
He enjoyed the triumphant results of his great labors for but a brief
period. Incessant work for the preceding two years had undermined
a constitution naturally delicate. The fall of his horse, while out riding,
on 4th September, 1841, fractured his leg, causing a severe wound above
the knee. His weak frame succumbed, and Canada, on the 1gth of
that month, lost the ablest Governor and the most valuable ruler who
had hitherto guided her in her young life.*

But the principle of Constitutional Government was only initiated
under Lord Sydenham,—it was by no means fully developed under his
Administration,—in fact, it is doubtful if it ever would have been, for,
though an exceptionally able man, he possessed a dominating spirit,—
was tenacious of power, and had a firm reliance on his own personal
fitness to govern. But the principle had made a vast stride : it had
been specifically granted by the Imperial Government,—its full practice
had been solemnly urged upon the Governors sent to Canada in the
instructions and despatches of the Home Office,—and the system of
governing through the active personal interference of the Executive
had been formally abandoned.

Sir Charles Bagot, the successor of Lord Sydenham, arrived at King-
ston, then the seat of Government, on the 1oth January, 1842, and,
though his antecedents led many to suppose he would check the pro-
gress of Constitutional Government, as he was known to be a High
Churchman and a Tory of the old school, he was even more liberal
than Lord Sydenham, who had been unwilling to admit to his councils
any one who had been unfavorably connected with the late rebellion.
But Sir Charles Bagot, adopting the true reading of the principles of
Constitutional Government, stood firmly on the broad ground that the

* At his own desire Lord Sydenham was buried where he died, in Kingston,
then the seat of Government, and it reflects no credit on the Dominion of Canada

that no fitting monument to this really great Governor General has not yet been
erected to his memory.
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constitutional majority had the right to rule, and he therefore deter-
mined to use whatever party he found capable of supporting a minis-
try. The result was that a new Administration was formed, composed
of French Canadians from Lower Canada, under the leadership of Mr.
Lafontaine, and that section of the Reform party in Upper Canada
then led by Mr. Baldwin.

The failing health of Sir Charles compelled him to resign at the
close of the year, and he was succeeded by Sir Charles Metcalfe, who
arrived at Kingston on the 25th March, 1843. This very able and
very excellent man misconceived his duties, and misunderstood his
position as ruler of a country possessed of the principle of Constitu-
tional Government. He attempted to resuscitate the old system, and
maintained that he had the right to select the executive officers of the
Crown. His short term was a scene of constant irritation among the
people ;—his policy was a disastrous failure ; and, when illness com-
pelled him to resign his charge, in the month of November, 1845, he
left the country, probably, with smallregret. He had essayed to check
the expansion of the great principle of Constitutional Government, and
had met with determined resistance and inglorious defeat.

On Lord Metcalfe’s resignation, Lieutenant General Earl Cathcart,
then commanding the Forces in Canada, was appointed Administrator
of the Government until the arrival of the new Governor General, the
Earl of Elgin, who reached, on the 3oth January, 1847, Montreal, then
the seat of government. With the advent of Lord Elgin came the
full development of the system of Constitutional Government. He
was the first Governor who fully grasped the breadth and depth of its
principles, and who loyally worked them out. Lord Elgin was no
ordinary man. Of very high educational attainments, he had in turn
dealt with the various interests of the Empire, and had enjoyed unusually
good opportunities of studying many different forms of Colonial Gov-
ernment. His connection with the family of Lord Durham gave him
a special interest in that nobleman’s views of Canada, as embodied in
his report, and he’entered on his duty as Governor General strongly
impressed with their excellence, and with a firm determination to work
them out.*

* His biographer, Mr. Walrond, in his Life of Lord Elgin, page 34, says:
“ The principles on which he undertook to conduct the affairs of the colony were,
that he should identify himself with no party, but make himself a mediator
and moderator between the influential of all parties; that he should have no
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The Reform Bill in England was doing its work. The extension of
the power of the people was a contraction of the power of the Crown,
and one of its most direct effects was the total change of colonial
policy, which created in Lord Elgin the first true representative of
Constitutional Government the British Colonies of North America had
yetseen. Hisloyalty to his principles was putto a crucial test on 26th
April, 1849, when he assented to the celebrated Rebellion Losses Bill.
This bill had from the first been met with a fierceness of hostility
unusual even in the wildest excitement of Canadian politics. It had
been condemned at hundreds of public meetings held throughout the
length and breadth of the United Provinces—numerous deputations
of the leading men of the Conservative party had been sent to the seat
of Government to press on His Excellency the injustice and danger
of the measure—the press was filled with denunciation of the proposed
“outrage "—* No pay to rebels ” became the watchword of thousands
—serious riots occurred in various parts of the Province, and a storm
so fierce was raised that many thoughtful men convinced themselves
that Lord Elgin would take refuge in the device of reserving the bill
for the assent of Her Majesty. But his construction of the principles
of Responsible Government did not permit him to seek safety by such
a flight. His Ministry, sustained by a majority in both houses, deter-
mined to face the tempest; they demanded the assent of His Excel-
lency, and at the risk of his life he gave it on the morning of the 26th
April. On the next morning the smoking ruins of the Parliament
House furnished gloomy evidence of the intense hate which the
measure had inspired, and within the next twenty-four hours the mob
had attacked the Old Government House, where the Ministry were
assembled in Council; had completely wrecked the dwelling of the
Premier, Mr. Lafontaine, and burned his stables; had smashed the
windows of the temporary residences of Mr. Baldwin and Mr.
Cameron, two of the leading Upper Canada Ministers, and had
wrecked the dwellings of other prominent supporters of the obnoxious

Ministers who did not enjoy the confidence of the Assembly, or, in the last resort,
of the people ; and that he should not refuse his consent to any measure proposed
by his Ministry, unless it were of an extreme party character, such as the Assembly
or the people would be sure to disapprove.”

Lord Elgin himself said: ¢“I still adhere to my opinion that the real and
effectual vindication of Lord Durham’s memory and proceedings will be the
success of a Governor General of Canada who works out his views of government
fairly.,” Walrond, p. 41.
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bill. Subsequently, on the 3oth April, His Excellency was attacked in
his carriage by the mob, and narrowly escaped death. These disgrace-
ful proceedings led Lord Elgin to tender his resignation, but Her
Majesty and her Ministers promptly expressed their entire approval
of his conduct, and requested him to retain his position. Their
course was subsequently approved by both Houses of the Imperial
Parliament ; and thus the principles of Constitutional or Responsible
Government were triumphantly sustained in a case, where, if in any, a
governor would have been justified in reserving the bill for the
approval of the Imperial Executive or even in dismissing his Ministers.
This first course was pressed on Lord Elgin, but he nobly held to the
principles by which his rule was to be governed, and replied that had
he taken such a step he would have thrown on Her Majesty’s Ministers
the responsibility which should properly rest on himself.

It was said that Lord Elgin carried his deference to the wishes
of the people, as expressed through their representatives in the
Assembly, to an undue extent,—an extent which made him virtually a
mere figure head, without actual power in the Government of the
country. To this remark he replied:

¢ I believe, on the contrary, that there is more room for the exercise
. of influence on the part of the Governor under my system* than under
any that ever was before devised ;—an influence, however, wholly moral,
an influence of suasion, sympathy, and moderation, which softens the temper,
while it elevates the views of local politics. As the Imperial Government
and Parliament gradually withdraw from legislative interference, and from the
exercise of patronage in Colonial affairs, the office of Governor tends to become,
in the most emphatic sense of the term, the link which connects the Mother Coun-
try and the Colony, and his influence the means by which harmony of action
between the local and Imperial authorities is to be preserved. It is not, however,
in my humble judgment, by evincing an anxious desire to stretch to the utmost,
constitutional principles in his favor, but, on the contrary, by the formal acceptance
of the conditions of the Parliamentary system, that this influence can be most surely
extended and confirmed. Placed by his position above the strife of parties,—hold-
ing office by a tenure less precarious than the ministers who surround him,—hav-
ing no political interest to serve but that of the community whose affairs he is
appointed to administer, his opinion cannot fail, when all cause for suspicion and
jealousy is removed, to have great weight in the Colonial Councils, while he is set
at liberty to constitute himself in an especial manner the patron of those larger and
higher interests,—such interests, for example, as those of education, and of moral
and material progress in all its branches, which, unlike the contests of paity, unite,
instead of dividing the members of the body politic.”

* The system of Responsible Government.
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“The Canadian Tory Rebellion of 1849,” as Lord Elgin called it,
having died out, the Province proceeded on its progress of improve-
ment, without any further strain on its institutions during his admin-
istration. His term of office having expired in the latter part of 1854
he left Canada, but before his departure he had the almost inexpres-
sible satisfaction of knowing that his loyalty to the principles of Con-
stitutional Government had at last received its due reward,—for the
dislike and hostility of 1849 had changed into affection and support ;
the hot fires of religious and sectional feeling had burned low ; the
insults by which he had been overwhelmed had been deeply regretted
and honestly atoned for,—and now, when he was about to leave the
eountry forever, he was deluged with expressions of love and admira-
tion, and he departed, laden with the respect and good wishes of a
people, who, though sometimes hasty, are never long unjust, and who,
though sometimes carried away by the heat of party, are ever ready,
SO soon as reason returns, frankly to acknowledge their error, and ask
forgetfulness of the past.

He left Canada in a blaze of popularity, and in his farewell speech
at Montreal he feelingly and gracefully alluded to the past in the
following beautiful and touching words: *

‘¢ And again permit me to assure you that when I leave you, be it sooner or
later, I shall carry away no recollections of my sojourn among you except such as
are of a pleasing character. I shall remember, and remember with gratitude, the
cordial reception I met with at Montreal when I came, a stranger among you,
bearing with me for my sole recommendation the commission of our Sovereign.
I shall remember those early months of my residence here, when I learned, in this
beautiful neighborhood, to appreciate the charms of a bright Canadian winter day,
and to take delight in the cheerful music of yoursleigh bells. I shall remember one
glorious afternoon,—an afternoon in April, when looking down from the hill at
Monklands, on my return from transacting business in your city, I beheld that the
vast plain stretching out before me, which I had always seen clothed in the white
garb of winter, had assumed on a sudden, and, as if by enchantment, the Livery of
spring ; while your noble St. Lawrence, bursting through his icy fetters, had begun
to sparkle in the sunshine, and to murmur his vernal hymn of thanksgiving to the
bounteous Giver of light and heat. I shall remember my visits to your Mechanics’
Institutes, and Mercantile Library Associations, and the kind attention with which
the advice which I tendered to your young men and citizens was received by them.
I shall remember the undaunted courage with which the merchants of this city,
while suffering under the pressure of a commercial crisis of almost unparalleled

* ¢ This speech was listened to with tears by a crowded audience in the very
place where, a few years before, he had been so scandalously outraged and insult-
ed.”—Walrond, 165.
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severity, urged forward that great work which was the first step towards placing
Canada in her proper position in this age of railway progress. I shall remember
the energy and patriotism which gathered together in this city specimens of Canadian
industry, from all parts of the Province, for the World’s Fair, and which has been
the means of rendering this magnificent conception of the illustrious Consort of our
beloved Queen more serviceable to Canada than it has, perhaps, proved to any other
of the countless communities which have been represented there. And I shall forget,
but, no ; what I might have had to forget is forgotten already, and, therefore, I
cannot tell you what I shall forget.”

Sir Edmund Walker Head, having been appointed to succeed
Lord Elgin as Governor General of Canada, arrived at Quebec in the
early part of the year, and opened Parliament on the 23rd February,
1855.

The Administration of Sir Edmund Head is notable chiefly from the
fact that it was under his rule the idea of Confederation of the Pro-
vinces gained much strength. This scheme had, in fact, been pro-
pounded by a member of the Executive Council of Nova Scotia as
far back as 1806 ; but it met with no response from Canada. In
May, 1838, some time previous to the date of Lord Durham’s Report,
a scheme for Colonial Union was promulgated by Mr. Howe of
Halifax, and that well-known and very able man, at that early period,
sketched a plan of the Confederation of the Provinces of Newfound-
land, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, and the two Canadas,
very similar to the ¢ Quebec scheme” of 1864, which formed the
basis of the British North America Act of 1867,—the Act of
Union. In the following year, 1839, the report of Lord Durham
appeared, in which he strongly urged the Union of all the Colonies.
Fifteen years passed away without any practical effort being made to
carry out the project. On 1oth February, 1854, resolutions in favor of a
union or confederation of the British North American Provinces were
carried in the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia, and the Lieutenant
Governor was requested “ to make known to Her Majesty, and to the
Governments of the Sister Provinces of Canada, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island,” the opinion of the Houses that such a union
or confederation “ on just principles, while calculated to perpetuate
their connection with the parent state, will promote their advancement
and prosperity, increase their strength and influence, and elevate their
position,” and he was also desired by correspondence with the
Imperial and Provincial Governments, and by all means in His
Excellency’s power, to urge and facilitate the consideration of the
measure.” In 1857 another step was taken, and. again by Nova
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Scotia. In the summer of that year, a delegation, consisting of the
Hon. Messrs. J. W. Johnston, and A. G. Archibald,* both of Nova
Scotia, proceeded to England, instructed by the Nova Scotia Ministry
to bring the subject of a union of the Colonies under the notice of the
Colonial Secretary, with a view to effective action being taken.

In the following year (1858) after many appeals, direct and
indirect, from Nova Scotia, Canada, for the first time, appears on the
scene as an active negotiator. She was approaching the dead-lock,
which eventually compelled her to look to Confederation as' the only
escape from the difficulty. In that year a general election in Upper
Canada resulted in a large majority for the Reformers, while
in Lower Canada, the returns were just the reverse, the Rouge party
being in a large minority. When the Legislature met, the Ministry of
Mr. (now Sir) John A. Macdonald was forced to abandon the “double
majority ” principle. He was immediately charged with subjecting
Upper Canada to French domination ; and the Reform party at once
began the advocacy of ‘Representation by Population” without
regard to the boundaries of the Provinces, as the only means by which
Upper Canada could exert her proper influence in legislation. This
was the germ of Confederation, for, as time passed on, the duty of
carrying on the Government became each day more difficult. The
parties were so evenly balanced that neither could command a
working majority in the House of Assembly, and, after the formation
and breaking down of several Ministries, a serious attempt to secure
Confederation was resolved upon.

On 28th February, 1860, the Canadian Parliament met at Quebec,
Mr. George Brown moved two resolutions, the first was :

¢¢'That the existing Legislative Union of the Provinces had failed to realize the
anticipations of its promoters,—had resulted in heavy debt, great political abuse,
and universal dissatisfaction, and that the Union could no longer be continued with
advantage to the people.”

The second proposed :

¢¢That the true remedy for these evils will be found in the formation of two
or more local Governments, to which shall be committed all matters of a sectional
character ; and the erection of some ‘joint authority ” to dispose of the affairs
common to all.”

These were lost at the time, but the principle involved in them
was ultimately adopted as the only solution of the increasing difficul-
ties in carrying on the government of the country.

* Now, Lieut. Governor of Nova Scotia.
D
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On 15th April, 1861, the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia
passed resolutions zem. con. urging the expediency of a union,
and requesting the Lieutenant Governor to communicate with the
Colonial Secretary, the Governor General of Canada, and the
Lieutenant Governors of the other Provinces in order to ascertain
the policy of Her Majesty’s Government, and the opinions of
the other Colonies, with a view to the consideration of the question
of Confederation. A year passed away before action was taken on
this resolution ; but,in 1862, Mr. Howe, its mover, and head of the
Nova Scotia Ministry, proceeded, with two other members of his cabinet
as delegates to Quebec, where they met delegations from the Govern-
ments of Canada and New Brunswick assembled for the purpose of
settling on a scheme of union. The mission failed :—Canada was not
ripe for the movement. In October of 1861, Sir Edmund Head was
succeeded by Lord Monck. The difficulties between the Upper
Canada and the Lower Canada sections of the House of Assembly
had been steadily increasing during his Administration. Lord
Monck found the political parties much excited, and the con-
viction was daily increasing in strength that the administration of
affairs by a sectional majority could not long be tolerated. The
struggle continued with varying success until the defeat of the Mac-
Donald-Sicotte Ministry in the early part of 1864, when both parties
acknowledged that it was impossible to carry on the Government
under the existing system. A Coalition Ministry was formed for the
avowed object of carrying Confederation. As the year advanced the
attention of the Imperial authorities was closely devoted to the ques-
tion ; Lord Monck entered into active communication with the
Lieutenant Governors of the Provinces, and the question became the
great one of the day.

The Legislature of Canada in 1864 passed resolutions in favor of
a union of all the North American Colonies,—failing which, they pro-
vided for a dissolution of the Union of the two Canadas, and their
re-union upon a federal basis. At the same time, Nova Scotia, dis-
heartened, it would seem, by the obstacles in the way of a general
union of all the Provinces, passed a resolution in favor of a union of
the Maritime Provinces alone, and providing for a conference upon
the subject with delegates from New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island. The Legislatures of these Provinces each passed a similar
resolution. On the 1st of September, 1864, the delegates from these
three Provinces met at Charlottetown, the seat of Government of
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Prince Edward Island. It was soon discovered that some of them
really desired a union of the Maritime Provinces alone. In the mean-
time delegates from Canada arrived, who proposed to confer with their
fellow-colonists on the subject of a union of all the British North
American Provinces. This proposal was cordjally and unanimously
accepted, and Newfoundland volunteered to join in the negotiations.
The conference was therefore adjourned to Quebec, where a conven-
tion met on the 1oth October, 1864. It was composed of thirty-
three representatives from the Provinces of United Canada, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and Prince Edward Island.
Seventy-two resolutions were adopted as the basis of Confederation,
which were to be submitted to the Legislatures of the different Pro-
vinces, and the final decision was to be made by the Imperial Parlia-
ment. This is known as the “ Quebec Scheme,” and on it was based
The British North America Act of 1867—the Act of Union.

But now unexpected difficulties arose. Both Upper and Lower
Canada were anxious for union. Their governments had come to a dead-
lock, and so strong and universal was the popular opinion in its favor
that no one even seriously mooted the idea of submitting the “Scheme ”
to a new Assembly elected for the purpose of ascertaining the views of
the country. It was considered, as the fact really was, that the action
of the existing House, though not elected with any special view to legis-
lation on the question, would be satisfactory to the people. The British
Government warmly approved the scheme, and Mr. Cardwell, the
Colonial Minister, lost no time in urging on the Lieutenant Governors of
the Provinces the desirability of taking immediate and effective action
on it. New Brunswick was the first to move. Her Parliament was dis-
solved, that the sense of the people might be ascertained on the question,
But the electors, taken by surprise, and alarmed at the magnitude of
the change involved in a scheme which they had not had time or
opportunity to discuss, refused their assent. The Ministry resigned.,
and an anti-confederate one took its place. The Confederates of Nova
Scotia took warning, and determined to wait further developments in
New Brunswick. The Colonial Office, while placing such pressure on
New Brunswick as the relations of parent state and colony permitted,
did not urge Nova Scotia for a reply. Early in 1866, another election
was brought on in New Brunswick, and a re-action having set in, the
vote of the previous year was reversed,—the assent of the people to
the union was constitutionally obtained, and its terms were cheerfully
and loyally accepted. Now, Nova Scotia moved, but she did not, like
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New Brunswick, dissolve her Parliament, and seek approval of the pro-
posed union from an Assembly elected for the purpose of deciding on
the scheme. She used the existing House, disregarding numerous peti-
tions for a dissolution, and the Confederates triumphed. But it was a
dearly bought victory. The conduct both of the Imperial and of the
Colonial Government was fiercely assailed, and a deep bitterness of feel-
ing was created which is hardly yet removed. In truth, the policy was,
to say the least, unwise. It was not just,—and it placed a strain on Con-
stitutional Government which it bore with difficulty. The facts seem
tes be, that the Imperial Ministers were somewhat too willing to believe
the representations, doubtless made to them by the Confederates of the
Province ; and deeply impressed with the conviction that the policy
was one of good to all as a whole, and to each Province as a unit,
they consented to a little constitutional wrong in order to secure a
great material benefit. Itled, however, to serious inconveniences, and
the experiment will, doubtless, not soon be repeated of placing a Pro-
vince in a union upon which its people had been given no specific
opportunity of expressing their opinion at the polls, though this
opportunity had been demanded by addresses, deputations, and re-
presentations through the press. The enlightened ideas now enter-
tained of Constitutional Government would doubtless restrain the hand
of an Imperial Minister who should contemplate such an act.*

From the 3rd to the 13th February, 1865, the debate on Confedera-
tion continued in the Canadian Assembly. Mr. John A. Macdonald
moved :

*“ That a committee consisting of himself, Messrs. Cartier, Galt, Brown,

Rob:taille and Haultain, he appointed to draft an Address to Her Majesty on the
subject of the Union of the Colonies of British North America.”

* It is only proper to notice that the course pursued by the Imperial Govern-
ment has been ably and warmly defended on the following grounds : Firstly,
constitutionally it was not bound to ask for any expression of feeling, or opinion,
on the part of the people of Nova Scotia by a plebiscite, or otherwise, before pass-
ing the Act of Union. Secondly. Admitting for argument’s sake that these feel-
ings and opinions should have been ascertained and consulted, the Imperial Author-
ities, in the summer or autumn of 1866, were put in possession of what they were
constitutionally bound to consider the expression of Nova Scotia’s feelings and
opinions, for they were placed in possession of the solemnly avowed sentiments of
the Parliamentary Representatives of the Province. And, ¢Zirdly, the Imperial
Government, without being under any sort of obligation to concern itself to know
whether the constitutional representatives of Nova Scotia represented the real
sentiments of their constituents, or not, had the best of reasons for supposing that
they did represent them. ¢ The Repeal Agitation,” by P. S. Hamilton.
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After four amendments had been lost, the resolution was carried by
a large majority. This vote established Confederation. Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick had adopted the scheme, but Newfoundland and
Prince Edward Island left the question in abeyance.

On the 8th June, 1866, Parliament commenced its first sittings in the
new buildings at Ottawa. The Ministry immediately took the neces-
sary steps to complete the work of Confederation, and the House
adjourned on the 18th August. Delegates from the two Canadas,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick lost no time in proceeding to England
to effect a final arrangement of the terms for their Federal Union.
On the 7th of February, 1867, the Bill for Confederation was introduced
in the British House of Commons, by the Colonial Secretary, the
Earl of Carnarvon. It passed rapidly through all the necessary stages,
and received the Royal Assent on the 28th day of that month.

It came into force 1st July, 1867.

By “The British North America Act, 1867,” the four Provinces of
Upper Canada, Lower Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
were federated under the name of “TuE DominioN oF CANADA.”
Upper Canada was changed into ¢ Ontario,” and Lower Canada
into “ Quebec.” The first day of July, 1867, was celebrated with great
rejoicing as ‘‘ Dominion Day.” At Ottawa, the seat of the New
Government, Chief Justice Draper administered the oath of Governor
General of the Dominion to Lord Monck, who, by command of Her
Majesty, conferred upon the Hon. John A. Macdonald the order of
Knighthood, and upon the Honorables Messrs. Howland, McDougall,
Cartier,* Galt, Tilley and Tupper, the Companionship of the Bath.
The Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald became the first Premier of the
Dominion. The Hon. W. P. Howland, C.B., was appointed lieuten-
ant Governor of Ontario ; Sir Narcisse Belleau, of Quebec ; the Hon.
Mr. Wilmot, of New Brunswick ; and Lieut.-General Doyle, of Nova
Scotia.

Discontent soon began to shew itself in Nova Scotia. Her repug-
nance to the Union now took a distinct shape in the complaint that
she had given up much more than she had received,—and that her
share of the public revenues would not meet the current expenses of
her government ; this position was maintained by the Anti-Unionists,
and at the elections for the Commons and the Local Legislature a large
anti-confederate majority was returned. On the 18th September, 1867,

* The Hon. Mr. Cartier was subsequently nominated a Knight.
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the startling news was sent through the Dominion that in these elec-
tions the Confederate party had met with a terrible defeat. Out of
eighteen members of the Commons, .but one Confederate, Dr. Tupper,
was returned,—and out of thirty-eight members of the Local House of
Assembly but two Confederates had survived the storm of public opinion.
This disastrous turn of affairs spread gloom among the friends of the
Union, for it was feared that New Brunswick would sympathize with
the victorious Anti-Confederates of Nova Scotia, and that the combined
opposition of these two Provinces would endanger the whole Union.
Here was the natural result of the ill-advised haste with which Union
had been imposed on Nova Scotia, for it soon became evident that a
large proportion of the people had supported the Anti-Union cause
in the recent elections, not so much from love of it as from dislike to
the mode by which they had been carried into Confederation. The
magnitude of their success surprised and embarrassed the conquerors
themselves, for the serious question now presented itself: ¢ What
shall we do with our victory?” They were compelled to adopt some
policy, and, after much halting, it was authoritatively announced by the
Attorney-General, Mr. Wilkins, the Premier, and one of the chiefs of
the Anti-Confederates, in a manifesto issued in December, 1867, that
the ultimate aim of the party was Repeal. Mr. Howe, the real leader
of the movement, now began to hesitate. He had loyally fought the
battle of the Anti-Unionists up to this point, but the more ardent
spirits had compromised themselves and him by openly tampering
with disloyalty,—dallying with treason,—advocating annexation,
and hinting at the material aid which they would receive from
American “ Sympathizers” in the event of their throwing off
their allegiance to the British Crown. This was excessively
repugnant to Mr. Howe ; his feelings of loyalty were outraged, and
his sense of reason was shocked. “The old flag,” he said, “must
float above us still, and be revered and respected until we receive
our answer from England.” It soon came. A deputation, con-
sisting of Messrs. Howe, Annand, Troop and Smith, went to
England to lay their case at the foot of the Throne. They were
instructed to accept nothing but the Repeal of the Union, but
they soon found, what every one out of the House already felt, that
such a demand would not be yielded by the Imperial Government.
Their case was brought before the British House of Commons, where,
by a large majority, a Committee of Inquiry was refused, and in the
Lords the motion for one was withdrawn. The Duke of Buckingham,
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then the Secretary for the Colonies, immediately conveyed to Lord
Monck the official reply of the British Cabinet to the Delegates. It
was in substance that the Act of Union could not be repealed,—but
the Dominion Government was invited to remove all just grievances,
and deal as generously as possible with the Province. In obedience
to this suggestion Sir John A. Macdonald, accompanied by some other
Ministers, visited Halifax in September, 1867, and attended the Repeal
Convention then sitting, with a view accurately to ascertain their wishes,
—but nothing was done : the Ministers complained that the malcon-
tents declined to specify their demands ; the malcontents complained
that the Ministers made no offers; and in a few days the Convention
formally reported its determination to continue the agitation for Repeal.
Their chief support, however, was slowly but surely failing them. Mr.
Howe was gradually widening the breach between them and himself.
He clearly saw that Repeal could not be obtained, and he scouted the
idea of force or annexation. He had fought the battle bravely and
well, but now, when he saw himself defeated, he was prepared grace-
fully to accept the position, and Joyally to assist in the smooth working
of a union which had.become an irrevocable fact. His mind was too
noble,—his vision too clear to persist in a bootless warfare which must
end in utter defeat, and the protraction of which must keep the Prov-
ince in a state of constant irritation, to the great injury of all its
material and industrial interests. The delegates were, on the opening
of the House, after their fruitless errand to England, to receive the
thanks of the Assembly for their services. Mr. Howe’s seat was
vacant,—the breach between him and his former friends was now com-
plete. He justified his course by alleging that he found his party had
become unmanageable,—that he had to choose between treason if he re-
mained with them, and loyalty by leaving them, and he could not hesitate
a moment in the choice. It was soon seen that the Assembly could do
nothing ; the prestige of the Anti-Confederates quickly disappeared,—
their credit for honesty of purpose was lost,—their inactivity proved
their weakness, and the Unionists now felt that the victory was, at last,
their own, though they knew that it would take time, and that some
trouble would be involved, in bringing the Province to a state of perfect
quiet on this harassing subject. Soon after the close of the session Mr.
Howe published a letter, declaring his complete disapproval of the
Anti-Confederate policy ; expressing his belief that Repeal was unattain-
able, and announcing that he was prepared to consider a proposition
for “better terms” of Union which had been made to him by the
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Finance Minister of the Dominion. He was instantly assailed by a
storm of abuse from his late friends, and the most unworthy motives
for his change of opinion were freely imputed, but he answered his
opponents by the persistent maintenance of his opinion that the course
he advised was the only proper one ; he challenged the Anti-Unionists
to show even a remote probability of Repeal being obtained, and, as
for rebellion or annexation, he scouted the idea of either. His posi-
tion was really impregnable, and yet his old friends still kept aloof
from him. But allying himself with Mr. McLellan, a gentleman who
had acquired a fair local reputation as a financier, he entered into
negotiations with Sir John Rose, the Finance Minister of the Dominion,
and, after an arduous examination of the question, an agreement was
entered into by which Nova Scotia secured all the advantages which
the Anti-Unionists claimed as her due, but which, in the haste of the first
negotiations, had been overlooked. ¢ Better terms ” having now been
secured, the Dominion Ministry considered it essential that Mr. Howe
should enter the Cabinet for the purpose of assisting the Government
in carrying the agreement through the House, where it was sure to meet
with a strong opposition. Mr. Howe consented. Being obliged to
seek re-election on his acceptance of the position of Secretary of State,
he was bitterly opposed,—but right triumphed, and the Anti-Confeder-
ates met with a crushing defeat. During the next Session the Dominion
Parliament approved of the ¢ better terms” agreement, and thus
Nova Scotia was quieted.

We can now look upon the fine Province of Nova Scotia with feel-
ings of the liveliest satisfaction. A high-minded, industrious and in-
telligent people who have been distinguished by the exceptional
ability of their public men, and the enterprise of their mercantile and
industrial classes, and who were at one time smarting under a real
injury, and heated to an undue degree by the appeals of rash, though
doubtless sincere men, have now, thanks to the counsels of moderate
men, nearly obliterated the old feelings of bitterness, and have
transformed Nova Scotia from an irritated member of the Dominion
into one of the warmest and most valuable supporters of its integrity.

During the year 1867, the Province of British Columbia began to
consider the question of joining the Confederacy. In November, 1868,
Sir John Young, afterwards Lord Lisgar, arrived from England as the
successor of Lord Monck, and in this year a bill was passed by the
Dominion Parliament praying the cession by the Crown of the North
West Territory, and granting £300,000 sterling to be paid to the
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Hudson’s Bay Company in exchange for its rights, with some reserva-
tions. On the 4th May, 1870, a bill was introduced into Parliament
for the reception of the North West, and these territories were, in July,
formally ceded to Canada by the Imperial Government. The Pro-
vince of Manitoba was created, and the Hon. Mr. Archibald went out
as Lieutenant Governor. On zoth July, 1871, British Columbia and
Vancouver Island entered the Confederation, under the name of
British Columbia.

As already stated, the Earl of Dufferin arrived at Quebec as the suc-
cessor of Lord Lisgar, on the 25th June, 1872. The retiring Governor
General, in a speech at a banquet given to him in Montreal on the zoth
June, 1872, so well summarized the conditions of the British North
American possessions at the moment of their rule passing from his
hands to those of the Earl of Dufferin, that his address on that occa-
sion is reproduced. He said:

¢ GENTLEMEN,—1I am very sensible of the honor conveyed by your applause,
and I beg you to accept my warm and earnest thanks for all your kindness. I was
much gratified at receiving the invitation to this banquet, which, indeed, I did not
expect to find so numerously attended and so marked in all respects. I feel the
compliment all the more inasmuch as it is a repetition, after some length of time and
acquaintance, of a similar compliment paid to me on my first arrival. I retain in
distinct recollection the prompt hospitality and the lavish attention which were paid
to me by the Mayor and citizens of Montreal more than three years ago. Such
demonstrations, I am aware, are made, not to the individual, but to the official,—not
to the person, but to the choice of the British Government and the representative of
England in this great and noble dependency ; and it is only right that they should be
so directed, seeing, as we see by the latest instance, the pains and care the British
Government bestows on the selection of a person to represent the Sovereign in her
British North American Possessions. They have selected Lord Dufferin, a noble-
man of high rank, favorably known in literary circles, and conversant with all the
accomplishments and intricacies of social and political life. When I had the pleasure
of addressing a large and intelligent audience in this place three years ago, I was
just entering upon the duties which had been assigned to me by the choice and good
opinion of the Duke of Buckingham, acting on behalf of the Government of Eng-
land. I was, as it were, buckling on my armor ; now I am laying it off. There
is a proverbial warning against boasting on the former occasion, which I cannot
consider inapplicable to the latter also, and I hope I shall not lay myself open
in any degree to the imputation of neglecting it at the close of my official
life, for I consider this my last public appearance at the close of a public career
which, whatever its general shortcomings, has certainly been passed in employ-
ments of high responsibility, and has been sometimes thrown upon circumstances
of great difficulty. But when I recall to mind,the topics upon which I dwelt when
I last spoke in this place, I then felt that, basing myself upon the known energy of
the people, and the good faith which had theretofore attended the counsels of the
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statesmen of Canada, I could argue well for the future. Ianticipated large additions
to the territory ; I indulged the hope that the bitter feeling which then prevailed in
the United States would speedily give place to amity and reconciliation, and I
looked forward to the early commencement of public works of great magnitude
and undoubted utility. Well, three years have barely passed: the things which
rose then in anticipation,—the visions of hope,—some said, of too sanguine hope, are
now a realized, accomplished success. It is true that Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island still stand without the pale of the Dominion, and deny themselves
the advantages which have flowed in so full a tide upon the Provinces which have
thrown in their lot with it. But the vast area held by the Hudson Bay Company,
has, after a protracted investigation, been ceded to the Crown, and by the Crown
forthwith transferred to Canada,~—a mighty boon, greater in extent, and richer in
resources, than more than one first-class European Kingdom. British Columbia
came in on equal terms, a willing and valued partner and associate. The temper
and sagacity brought to bear on the arrangements with British Columbia reflect
credit on the negotiators on the one side and the other. If it be high praise for
machinery to say that it works evenly and efficiently without noise or friction,
to that praise the arrangements with British Columbia are entitled. They work
efficiently and work satisfactorily to all concerned, and seem to be as highly
approved of after trial as they were at their first commencement. The troubles
which ensued in Manitoba were due rather to misunderstanding and misapprehen-
sion, arising from ignorance, than to any rooted policy. They were overcome by
steacliness, patient explanation and the occasional display of an adequate armed
force to sustain civil authority. The form and frame of representative institutions
have now been organized, and set in motion with every prospect of satisfactory
working, Much praise is due to Lieutenant Governor Archibald for the legal
attainments, the unwearied industry, and the fine temper which he has brought to
bear on the difficulties he had to encounter. He literally encountered the wilder-
ness, but he has cleared the forest and taken out the stumps. Whoever succeeds
him, for I hear Mr, Archibald wishes to leave with views and objects of his own,
will have an easy task. He will enter on the results of another man’s intelligent
labors, and will not probably have more obstacles in his way than were found in
the older settled Provinces. To carry on the agricultural simile, he will only have
to cultivate the cleared farm on ordinary known principles, and with a proper
rotation of crops. So much for the extensions of territory that have been made.
The Dominion now stretches from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and opens its ports
on the one and the other ocean to receive and interchange the manufactures of
Europe and the varied products of Australian and Asiatic commerce. As to
Nova Scotia, I need not inform this audience that the work of reconciliation has
been effected. Whatever of ill-feeling remains is only the smouldering embers of
the former fire, and is fast dying out. The danger of conflagration is past, and if
we wanted proof to confirm the accounts received from many quarters of the good
dispositions which prevail throughout all the Acadian bodies, it may be found in
the concurrence of opinion with the other Provinces, and in the mode in which the
representatives of Nova Scotia joined with the representatives of the other
Provinces in affirming for the general interests the acceptance of the articles of
the Treaty of Washington which affect Canada.
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¢¢T must admit that when Ialluded to public works of great magnitude, of which
I hoped to see the commencement, I had not in view,—1I had not formed the con-
ception of so vast an enterprise as a railway thousands of miles long to connect the
Canadian system of lines with some point on the coast of the Pacific. I had only
in my mind the water communication,—new canals to be dug, and old ones to be en-
larged and deepened. Vast as is the project of the railway, it need not be appall-
ing. It is only in the darkness of night or of ignorance that doubts and apprehen-
sions appear appalling,— that shapes and shadows loom portentous in the gloom.
They vanish away, or assume their proper dimensions, in the light of science, and
the clear day of reason and awakened energy. We may indeed draw courage from
the earliest lessons learned in our infancy. The memories of a champion, which
continue, I trust, to be as popular and as carefully studied as they were in my
youth, assure us that many a giant may be overcome by intelligence ; and this
giant of a railway, if there be any truth in the adage that well begun is half done,
is already half overcome by the careful preliminary surveys which have been car-
ried over a wide expanse of country, and in the teeth of many obstacles, by that
excellent public servant, the Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Sandford Fleming, and his
indefatigable assistants, The conquest will be completed in good time by the
united energy, capital and credit of the country. I see at hand and around me
those who possess all the requisites, and are equal to the task. The work will be
done, for it is indispensable, in order to fulfil the inter-provincial engagements
which have been entered into, to afford facilities for traffic, and travelling to dis-
tant parts of the Dominion, and not merely to bind all the parts together by a
strong bond, and fresh links, by links stronger than iron, but to rivet them together
by fresh associations, and weld them into one integral, indissoluble whole by con-
stant, familiar, mutually beneficial intercourse. The last, but by no means the
least, advantage which will accrue from the work is the powerful stimulus which it
will give to emigration. It will afford employment and encouragement to multi-
tudes who are prepared, and longing to avail themselves of it, and who need such
help and encouragement during their first struggles for a few months, or it may be
for a year or two, in a strange country. This last remark applies in an equal de-
gree to the works upon the canals. They too will swell the tide of emigration by
hopes of employment. I do not believe that I ever read a paragraph in an opening
speech from the Throne with greater satisfaction than that which proclaimed that
the Government were about to take the canals in hand, and press their improve-
ment on a large scale. This satisfaction was enhanced when I saw it officially
announced in his budget speech by my honorable friend the Minister of Finance,*
that the country could well afford the outlay, and that now was the time. I hope I
may be allowed to say, even in Sir Francis Hincks’ presence, that he appears to me
to unite, in an eminent degree, accurate knowledge of the subjects he has to handle
with a true appreciation of the requirements of the country, and the tendencies of
sound public opinion. In his lucid exposition of the financial state and prospects
of the country, he spoke of the marvelous increase of Canadian exports, that is, of
the marvelous increase of the products of Canadian industry, the proofs of a mar-

—

* Sir Francis Hincks.



60 HISTORY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF

velous advancement in the country ; he mentioned the rising manufactures, a rapid-
ly growing carrying trade, and used the term, °wonderfully prosperous’ in refer-
ence to the present condition of the country, while he looked forward to a further
progress as well as a great increase in the public revenues in future years. I think
that the conclusion is properly and emphatically drawn that now is the time to
undertake the necessary—and what past experience of similar outlay, and even cal-
culation of future chances, pronounce to be safe—expenditure. Ihave heard appre-
hensions expressed in some quarters that the combinations amongst working men,
and the high rates of wages insisted upon, may go far to check or delay the pro-
gress of public works, or make the outlay a burthen too grievous to bear. These
apprehensions need not be indulged in. Combinations to keep up wages are
seldom successful, except in trades where the work people are a few in number,
and collected in a small number of local centres. In all other cases, wages
soon find their natural level, that is to say, the level of the rate which dis-
tributes the whole circulating capital of the country among the entire working
population. If workmen demand more, their demand can only be obtained by
keeping a portion of their number permanently out of employment. The intelli-
gence of the people will soon discover this point, and their entering into combina-
tions and unions will facilitate their doing so. No attempt should, therefore, be
made to prevent or put down the combinations by legislation or by force. The
atrocities sometimes committed by workmen in the way of personal outrage or
intimidation cannot be too rigidly repressed, and to that end the process of law
should be simplified and made summary. Inall other respects, and so long as they
abstain from the molestation of parties who do not join them, the Trades’ Unions
should be left free to combine for their own purposes and to further their own inter-
ests by all lawful and peaceable means. I served on a Committee of the House
of Commons many years ago, by which these principles were ascertained or con-
firmed, and upon its conclusions the law of England now rests. I was glad to see
that in the course of the Session just closed Sir John Macdonald introduced a bill
to assimilate the law of Canada to that of Great Britain in these respects. I
believe this course was wise in itself, and doubly so inasmuch as it is desirable
that the law in Canada should in all cases be as closely as possible assimilated to
that of England. No surer or more lasting bond of Union between the two coun-
tries can be devised than an identity of laws founded upon and fostering an identity
of feeling. I well know that Sir John Macdonald has this object much at heart,
and that he desires to strengthen the bond and perpetuate the connection, the good
intelligence, the alliance between Canada and England. I wish him and all those
who work with him in this field, God-speed, and the amplest success. But, after
all, the true remedy for the follies and violences of strikes and demands for too
high wages, as of all social evils, is popular intelligence, quickened by sound edu-
cation. You have established an excellent system in the Dominion, and education
is in a flourishing condition. I fear it may be objected that the process is slow,
that the truths of Economic Science and the convictions of philosophy can scarcely
reach the popular mind ; that the knowledge of the people is, and must ever
remain, superficial, This, to a certain extent, cannot be denied. Still, the truths
which regulate the moral and political relations of man are of no great distance
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from the surface. The great works in which discoveries are recorded cannot be
read by the people, but their substance passes through a number of minute and
circuitous channels, through the lecture, the pamphlet, the newspaper, to the shop
and the hamlet. To borrow a simile from an eminent writer: ¢ The conversion
of these works of unproductive splendor into select use and unobserved activity,
resembles the processes of nature in the eternal world, The expanse of a noble
lake, the course of a majestic river imposes on the imagination by every impres-
sioft of dignity and sublimity, but it is the moisture that insensibly arises from
them, which gradually mingles with the soil, nourishes all the luxuriance of vege-
tation, and adorns the surface of the earth”’ But now, Sir, I must bring my
remarks to a close. There are, no doubt, many other topics to which I might
allude, the Treaty of Washington, for instance, but that is ground on which I will
not tread ; Sir John Macdonald’s excellent and exhaustive speech must be fresh in
all your recollections ;—a speech which convinced or satisfied the Parliament of
Canada, and elicited the applause of the ministry and the press of England. I will
not weaken it by any attempt at repetition or ‘risk darkening councils by words
without knowledge.” I will not further trespass on your indulgence than to re-
iterate my thanks, and to say that, in leaving Canada, I leave no serious difficulties
for my successor. There are no clouds in the Canadian political sky,—no harassing
questions to engross his attention on his arrival. Should any arise hereafter, he
can rely, as I have relied with confidence, on an experienced and responsible Minis-
try, and recur, if need be, to the assistance of a loyal and well-instructed Parlia-
ment. I am happy to be able to say so much, and to think that my humble name
has been honorably associated with the youthful energies and the rising fortunes of
the Dominion ; I say rising fortunes, for many are the signs and assurances that its
fortunes are rising, and they are legibly written in evidence. The judgment and
foresight displayed in reconciling the conflicting claims of the different Provinces
and cementing them into one powerful and harmonious union argue statesmanship
of no mean order. The entertainment of such vast projects as the Pacific Railway
and the improvements on the canals show how large and comprehensive a view
Parliament can take of what is needed to advance the general interests. In the
last session a question arose on the point of religious education and touching the
respective rights and powers of the Dominion and the Provincial Legislatures.
At first, it wore a threatening aspect, but it was set at rest by the united action of
parties usually opposed to each other, much to their credit, while the settlement
proved that the wisdom and moderation of Parliament are equal to dealing with
the most thorny and troublesome matters. Lastly, the adoption of the articles of
the Treaty of Washington, under the doubtful circumstances of the time, and when
every day brought a different surmise as to the chances or fate of the Treaty,
savoured of that magnanimity which Edward Burke said was not seldom the truest
policy of the state. These wise and happy arrangements show that the day of little
things and little minds is past. The Parliament and the people are conscious of
their position, and zealous toact up to it valiantly and becomingly, with the Divine
blessing. They will take for their motto the old watchword of the Church, Sursum
Corda ;—brace up their energies, and raise their hearts to the great responsibilities
and the lofty destiny to which, in the order of Providence, they are called, and pro-
ceed, as I most wish they will, from strength to strength rejoicing.”
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Such was the picture of the condition of the British North Amer-
ican Possessions as painted by the retiring Governor General, Lord
Lisgar ;—a ruler who had given the utmost satisfaction to the Imperial
authorities, to the Dominion Government, and to the people of
Canada. His careful regard for the principles of Constitutional Govern-
ment had gained for him the respect of all shades of political opinion,
and the unobtrusive cordiality with which he encouraged and sup-
ported every judicious enterprise for the development of the great
industries and resources of the country had gained for him the
reputation of an excellent ruler.
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of the strength of the Ministry—His Excellency proceeds to the Lower St.
Lawrence—Defeat of Sir George Cartier for Montreal East—Return to Quebec
—Life of their Excellencies at Quebec—Opinions of the Quebec Press—Liberal
views of His Excellency—Stadacona Games—Reply of His Excellency to the
Address of the President—Dinners—Balls—Effect of their Excellencies’ affabi-
lity— Action of the Press—Address of the Mayor and Council on the departure
of their Excellencies for Quebec—Reply—Great demonstration on taking final
leave.

THE Earl of Dufferin was received at Quebec by the Premier, Sir
John A. Macdonald ; the Hon. Hector Langevin, C.B., Minister of
Public Works ; Hon. Mr. Cauchon,* President of the Senate ; the
Hon. Mr. Chapais, Receiver General; Sir Francis Hincks, K.C.B.,
Minister of Finance; Hon. J. G. Blanchet, Speaker of the Quebec
Legislative Assembly ; Sir Hastings Doyle, Administrator of the
Government ; his Honor Sir Narcisse Belleau, Lieutenant Governor
of Quebec; his Worship the Mayor of Quebec, with many Aldermen
and Councillors, and by a large assemblage of the most distinguished
citizens of the ancient capital.

His Excellency was sworn in during the day as Governor General
of Canada, the Hon. Chief Justice Meredith administering the Oath.
Addresses of welcome were presented to him by the Corporation and
citizens of Quebec, the Quebec Board of Trade, the St. Patrick’s

* Now (1878), Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba.
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Society, and on the next day by the Literary and Historical Society of
Quebec. Having visited the fortifications and camp then formed at
Point Levis, His Excellency, on the 26th June, accompanied by the .
Countess of Dufferin, Sir John and Lady Macdonald, Sir George
Cartier, and others, proceeded to Ottawa, the Seat of Government,
where he arrived on the evening of the 27th June, and was met with
the utmost enthusiasm.

The press now began faithfully to interpret the universal feeling of
the people of Canada towards His Excellency. His peculiar fitness
for the position of Governor General in a social point of view was well
known ; his reputation as a man well versed in the constitutional
usages and laws of the Empire had preceded him ; his unceasing
searching after information augured well, for it supplied a guaranty
that he would become acquainted with the people and the country
and judge for himself, unprejudiced by the whisperings of plotting
politicians, or interested schemers after wealth or position. It was
doubtless pleasing to a disposition so frank and open and manly as that
of Lord Dufferin to find the people freely expressing their opinions of
his predecessors, and their expectations from him. Even the Countess
of Dufferin was invited at the same time to listen to suggestions
as to her own social policy. Their Excellencies were reminded in
courteous and kindly, but in firm words, that Canada had enjoyed the
rule of but few Governors who had cared to exhibit a generous hospital-
ity ; that their views had been exclusive ; that popular rulers, in the broad
sense of the term, had been not only rare, but actually non-existent ;
and that the ladies who had presided at Government House had not
always drawn the distinction between coldness and condescension.
They were told that some Governors had been accused of spending less
than half their salaries, and of keeping up the state of the vice-regal
mansion by just so many entertainments as would free them from
the charge of premeditated isolation. It was admitted that but
few had trenched on the liberties of the people, or had been
guilty of any intentional abuse of their power, but it was at the
same time advanced that also few had risen to the true dignity of the
ruler of a great country, full of immense resources, and fitted for an
empire. The ambition of the Earl of Dufferin might justly have been
fired by the remark that most of his predecessors had been content to
come, remain and go, mere figure-heads, caring little for the work of
developing the enormous latent power and wealth of the Dominion, —
not curious to visit the various Provinces, or explore the vast terri-
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tories, and see with their own eyes the beauty and capabilities of the
great country under their charge ; or learn from the lips of the inhabi-
tants themselves the story of their hopes, or their needs,—their trials, or
their successes. The press, second to none in the British dependen-
cies, was not backward in reminding the new Governor General that
the justice and exceptional moderation and leniency of the Imperial
Government had conferred on Canada a constitution, and given to her
a freedom of legislation which rendered his appointment almost the
only link which bound the child to its great parent, and that upon his
personal bearing and political judgment depended, to a great extent,
the satisfactory working of our institutions. He was reminded that
the cardinal principle of Constitutional or Responsible Government
was the polar star of our system, and that any, the slightest, interference
with it, by him, would be quickly resented. It was pointed out by
men who well knew of what they were speaking, that even in England
this principle had not yet been fully developed, but that the people of
Canada expected its recognition in its widest and fullest sense. He
was respectfully told that he had in his hands the power to mould,
modify, and improve the legislation of the country, and closely identify
himself with the people, without, in the slightest degree, invading their
freedom, or the just rights of his ministers. He was cordially invited
to mix with the people, and ascertain by personal conference with them
their true opinions, their complaints and their desires:

It was pressed on him to visit every part of the Dominion, and the
great significance of submitting to the tedium of attending the public
festive gatherings of the populace, and countenancing even their
public amusements, was delicately suggested. In brief, the noble
example of his great Mistress was placed before him as a model from
which to mould a new Empire, and bind to Her, with hooks of steel, a
people in every way worthy of the splendid race from which she and
he had both sprung. That the Earl of Dufferin was able to rise to
the importance of the position, and carry out all these suggestions in a
manner far surpassing in magnificence and brilliancy the expectations
or hopes of Canada, is to be attributed the fact that he now stands out
in bold relief as the grandest figure in the long procession of Canadian
rulers, and that he has just left our shores laden with the blessings of
an unselfish and admiring nation.

His Excellency on his arrival at Ottawa was received by a large
number of gentlemen forming delegations from numerous public insti-
tutions, and before leaving the steamer was presented with addresses

E
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from the City Corporation, read by Mr. Mayor Martineau ; from the
Carleton County Council, read by Mr. Warden Morgan ; from the
Board of Trade, read by Mr. E. McGillivray ; from St. George’s
Society, read by Dr. Sweetland ; from the St. Jean Baptiste Society,
read by Dr. Dorion ; from the Canadian Institute, read by Dr. St. Jean ;
from St. Andrew’s Society, read by Mr. E. McGillivray ; from St.
Patrick’s Literary Association, read by Mr. W. H. Waller ; from the
Irish Catholic Temperance Association, read by Mr. J. Birmingham ;
from the I. O. O. Good Templars, read by Mr. Johnson of the Customs
Department ; from the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society, read by Mr.
Sheriff Powell ; and from the Metropolitan Canadian Society, read by
Mr. P. A. Egleson. His Excellency’s reply to the address of the
Mayor and Corporation of the city expressed in brief terms some of
the principles which he had laid down for himself on assuming the
Government of the Dominion. He said :

¢« MR. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—The warm and hearty welcome which has
been accorded me on my arrival in Canada, and the magnificent reception with
which I have been greeted on reaching the Metropolis of the Dominion, emana-
ting, as it has done, from all sections, creeds and classes of Her Majesty’s subjects
on this side of the Atlantic, only affords fresh proof of the attachment, loyalty and
devotion of the Canadian people to the Throne and person of our most gracious
Queen.

As long as I have the honor to be the representative of the Crown in this country
it will be my most anxious endeavor, on the one hand, to cherish and foster, by
every means in my power, those loyal sentiments by which you are so profoundly
animated, and on the other, to exhibit, on behalf of Her Majesty, the affection
and solicitude which she has never ceased to feel for the inhabitants of this her
greatest dependency.

In thanking you for such expressions of kindness in your address as are personal
to myself, I can only say that, although I cannot hope to fulfil the flattering expec-
tations of me which you have been pleased to form, I am actuated by the most
earnest and single-minded desire to serve you to the best of my ability, to spend
the best years of my life amongst you, and to place unreservedly at your disposal
such experience in the conduct of government as my previous public career has
enabled me to acquire.

To be permitted to associate myself with you in developing the marvelous
resources of this glorious land,—to have a share in building up on this side of the
Atlantic a great, prosperous and loyal community, is a privilege amply sufficient
to satisfy the ambition of the most aspiring statesman.

In conclusion, I beg to thank you on Lady Dufferin’s behalf for having included
her in your kindly welcome.

I can assure you that from the moment we set foot on Canadian soil, we have
both forgotten that we ever had another home than yours,—and in discharging the
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social duties which attach to her position, Lady Dufferin confidently expects to
establish ties amongst you which will effectually compensate her for the loss of
those she has so lately been forced to sever.”

No Governor, upon his arrival in Canada, ever before received so
warm and flattering a reception, and none ever entered upon his duties
under brighter auspices.

At this time the system of forming camps for the drill of our volun-
teers was in full working order, and encampments were to be found at
Quebec, Iaprairie, Prescott, Kingston, Niagara, and Windsor. The
men composing them were congregated from the various portions of
the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, and numbered about 30,000.
His Excellency, unwilling to miss the opportunity of a personal
inspection of the volunteer force of Canada, which had been spoken of
in the highest terms by experienced officers of the regular service, left
Ottawa on 1st July, for the camp at Prescott, accompanied by Col.
R. Ross, Adjutant-General ; Col. Fletcher, Military Secretary ; Lieut.-
Col. Macpherson, Hon. Col. Gray, M.P., and Capt. Coulson, A.D.C.
After the inspection of the force under the command of Col. Buell,
His Excellency proceeded to Kingston where the camp, containing
about 3,000 men, of whom about goo were cavalry, was under the
charge of Lieut.-Col. Jarvis, A.A.G. He here met the Hon. Mr.
Cockburn, speaker of the House of Commons, the Dean of Ontario,
the Hon. Mr. Campbell, Post Master General, and a number of
other distinguished gentlemen. His Excellency gave expression to
his feelings in a brief address. He said :

“CoL. Ross, CoL. JARVIS, OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE THIRD MILITARY
DrstricT,—It can hardly be expected that on an occasion such as this, I, a
civilian, should attempt to address you, but inasmuch as I have had, as Under
Secretary of State, and as a Minister of a Military Commission, considerable
experience in military matters, I hope that a few remarks from me will not be out
of place. I had heard much, before coming to this country, of the Canadian
Volunteers. I had heard them highly spoken of, but T confess that I am agreeably
surprised at the magnificent physique and appearance of the men whom I have had
the pleasure of reviewing to-day. As Her Majesty’s representative, I rejoice to
find that she has such a sturdy and proficient army of defenders; and I doubt not
that, should the occasion arise, you would all turn out manfully for the defence of
your families and homesteads. The spectacle which I have to-day witnessed is one
which I shall long remember. The steadiness and proficiency of the men is
beyond all praise, and, though I am not conversant with the details of military
science, I could not but observe the admirable manner in which the different corps
acted. As the representative of the Queen in this country, I shall have much
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pleasure in congratulating Her Majesty’s Government and the Commander-in-
Chief on having so fine a body of men for the defence of this country as that which
is furnished by the Third Military District. I am aware thatsoldiers are not fond of
long speeches, and I therefore close my remarks to you by thanking you sincerely
for the gratifying and magnificent spectacle you have afforded me this day.”

On the next day we find His Excellency back at Prescott, when
he made a more complete inspection of the camp, and on the follow-
ing morning, being joined by Her Excellency and Sir George Cartier,
he went to Montreal, where the party arrived in the evening.*

Apartments were secured at the St. Lawrence Hall hotel, and
it is not a little curious that, while the vice-regal party were dining in
one part of the house, Her Majesty’s Opposition in the House of
Commons were holding high festival in honor of their leaders in
another.t

On the day following His Excellency proceeded to Laprairie, where
about 1000 volunteers were in camp. He was received by the Mayor
and Corporation, and had presented to him the Hon. Mr. Justice
Dunkin, Messrs. Foster and Baker, and several other gentlemen.
The Mayor read an address in French, to which His Excellency
replied in that language,[ to the great delight of the French
officers and men, who were much gratified to find this graceful
recognition of their language made by their new Governor. In the
afternoon he attended at the City Hall, where he was met by the
Mayor, the members of the Corporation, and a large number of the

* ¢ Old Baptiste ” is historical. The faithful old pilot of whom all travellers
down the St. Lawrence have heard, and most of them have seen, met, as usual, the
Steamer Magnet on this occasion, paddling from the shore in his well-known
canoe, and safely conducted another Governor General down those most
dangerous rapids of Lachine, by a channel which 'he himself discovered in 1842.
It is said he has never missed a day since that period.

t Party feeling was then running high in Canada ; the general elections were
near at hand, and the Liberal party were making the most strenuous efforts to
secure the power of Government. At this gathering great enthusiasm prevailed,
the whole company frequently rising and waving their table napkins, often
leaping on the table, and expressing their delight in the most vociferous manner.

I His Excellency reads French, and speaks it with the pure Parisian accent.
He also reads Greek, Latin and Italian, and has made a considerable progress in
the study of Hieroglyphics. ILs speech delivered in Greek at McGill University,
which will be referred to in its place, astonished and delighted the learned pro-
fessors of that eminent seat of learning.
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most distinguished citizens of the commercial metropolis of the
Dominion. His Worship the Mayor presented him with an address,
to which he replied, taking occasion to express his gratification at the
fact that,

¢¢“Thanks to the magnanimous and wise conduct of your Parliament, and the
sagacious administration of my predecessors, I should have arrived in Canada at a
time when most of the anxious political questions, which occupied your attention,
have been settled, and all classes and sections of the community seem to be united
in an endeavor to promote and develop the material resources of the country.”

He took care to point out the political course it was his purpose to
pursue by the remark,

“ Bred, as I have been, in the atmosphere of Constitutional Government, I
trust that my administration of your affairs may prove worthy of a free and noble
people.”

He expressed the determination of himself and Her Excellency
to take up their residence in Montreal during some portion of the
year, and thus become, as he expressed it,

¢ Intimately acquainted with your beautiful neighborhood, and the agreeable
society of which it is the centre.”

In the evening His Excellency and suite, accompanied by Her
Excellency and Lady Harriet Fletcher, left for Quebec, where they
arrived on the morning of the sth July, and were met by Sir Narcisse
Belleau, the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Quebec, whose
guests their Excellencies were during their stay in the old capital.
In a few days they proceeded to the lower St. Lawrence, and spent
the hot season in the vicinity of Riviére du Loup. Preparations were,
during their absence, made to supply suitable accommodation for
their Excellencies’ stay in Quebec.

The General Elections for the Dominion House of Commons onw
commenced. On the 24th July the first of these took place at Ottawa,
when Messrs. J. B. Currier and J. B. Lewis were returned by acclama-
tion in the interest of the Liberal Conservative party, led by Sir John
A. Macdonald.

At the opening of the first session of the then last Parliament there
were in the Commons 181 members. Of these 82 were from Ontario,
65 from Quebec, 19 from Nova Scotia, and 15 from New Brunswick-
The Liberal Conservative party then in power, though strongly sus-
tained in the House by Ontario and Quebec, found the Nova Scotia
representatives all arrayed against it, with the single exception of Dr.
Tupper. Sir John Macdonald, the Premier, could only count on the
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support of about half of the members from New Brunswick. As
time wore on some of the Nova Scotia members gradually gave in their
adhesion to Sir John. During the fourth session Manitoba’s three
members, (one seat in the Province being unfilled) gave Sir John
their support, and in the last session British Columbia’s six repre-
sentatives also joined him, which gave him a working majority of
between thirty and forty. He had a larger majority on the Treaty
of Washington Bill, when every one of the Nova Scotia members, and
most of those from New Brunswick laid aside party ties for the
moment, in order to carry this great measure, on which the peace,
conciliation, and material benefit of the Dominion so much depended.
There was no great question before the people during the elections of
1872, and the Liberal Conservative party went to the country with
the prestige of success in amalgamating the Provinces, and in the
general working of the machinery of Government. The country was
prosperous, and the people contented. The great work of the Inter-
colonial Railway was going forward, and the Pacific Railway was en-
gaging the active and serious attention of the Government and people
of the country. : '

The most memorable occurrence of the campaign was the defeat of
Sir George Cartier in Montreal East. This very valuable man owed
this disaster entirely to his nobility of character and breadth of views.
This may seem strange, but it is not the less true. A Frenchman, he
was a descendant of the Jacques Cartier of 1534, who on the 2oth April
of that year, by command of Francis the First, King of France, sailed
from St. Malo, on a voyage of discovery, and after coasting the Gulf,
entered the River St. Lawrence, and took possession of the country in
the name of his Sovereign. He was an ardent admirer of British Con-
stitutional Government, and never hesitated to act on his convictions,
even though his action might jar on the feelings or prejudices of his
French supporters. He was, in effect, though of French descent, an
Englishman in his love of Constitutional Government, and though a
Roman Catholic, a Protestant in his love of religious freedom. He
was not French enough for many of his French supporters,—he was not
Roman Catholic enough for many of his Roman Catholic supporters.
But he outlived as well this defeat as the misapprehension of his truly
noble character, and died in England, where he had been an honored
guest of Queen Victoria herself, deeply regretted by all Canada, and
by none more deeply than the misguided people who in the campaign
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of 1872 were, for the moment, led astray by men more designing than
honest.

Their Excellencies were, from the first week in July until about -the
middle of August, enjoying the coolness of the lower St. Lawrence,
when they returned to Quebec, and from about the zoth August to
the day of their departure from Quebec, on the 23rd September, they
had availed themselves of every opportunity of studying the people
among whom they were thrown and the institutions of that part of the
Dominion. Lord Dufferin with all his hospitality and open handed-
ness was ever on the alert for information, and by mixing freely with
the people from the highest to the lowest, he obtained a wonderful know-
ledge of the Canadian character. Their Excellencies had no sooner
settled themselves in Quebec, than a series of receptions, levees,
dinner parties, balls, and visits to public institutions, educational, reli-
gious, and charitable, were inaugurated, which revived in the glorious
old city the departed grandeur of the ancient regime. Foreigners can
scarcely estimate the great effect this social policy,—for the means
adopted to secure the great ends their Excellencies* had in view de-
serve this dignified epithet,—had not only on the citizens of Quebec, but
on the people at large. It will be remembered that the annexationist
feeling still slumbered in the minds of many. The frequent allusions of
leading English writers and speakers to the small value of Canada to
the empire,—the bitter taunt to a really noble and loyal people that
Britain would willingly free them from their allegiance at any moment
they desired it, and the apparent coldness of some of the predecessors
of Lord Dufferin, had all produced a subdued feeling on the part
of the populace, but when the brilliancy and kindliness of the new
life burst forth, their hearts instantly went out in all their fullness to
their Excellencies, and the pent up feelings of love for the glorious
“0ld Country ” were showered upon these exponents of a new policy
and a new regime.t

* The Countess of Dufferin is associated with His Excellency, in these remarks,
from a conviction that the people of Canada are almost as deeply indebted to her
as they are to him for this phase of his rule. Her kindness, gentleness, affability
of manner, and thoughtful consideration for all within the sphere of her influence,
have created in the hearts of the Canadian people, a warmth of affection for her
which they themselves are utterly unable to express.

+ The following extracts from one of the Quebec journals of 14th September,
1872, so well expresses the general opinion then formed of their Excellencies,
that, though somewhat rude in structure, the article is re-produced. ¢¢ There was
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Lord Dufferin here evinced his broad and liberal religious views.
He visited the school of the Roman Catholic as willingly as that of
the Protestant. He saw loyalty in both. As the representative of
the Queen, who rules over millions of Hindoos and Mohammedans,
as well as of Roman Catholics and Protestants, respecting and pro-
tecting the rights of each creed with an even-handed justice, Lord
Dufferin began his Canadian career by meeting with equal respect,
and treating with equal consideration and deference, both the Roman
Catholic minority and the Protestant majority of Ontario ;—also the
Roman Catholic majority and the Protestant minority of Quebec.

a time when a Military Martinet bred in the Camp, renowned for severity. and loyal
Lo excess by education, interest and professional training, was supposed to be the
man and in fact the only man for a Colonial Governor. All the first Governors
of Canada answered to this description. A narrow minded, violent tempered,
choleric man of the sword, knowing nothing but “ His Majesty’s Service,” and
entertaining some Dutch Corporal’s ideas of that,—in fact some superior ““Von
Spitter ” of the ¢ Jungfrau” was the sort of person it was thought indispensable to
send to Canada, during the days of the Georges, and the long period of English
hostile rivalry and frequent warfare. Since that epoch the material of Governors has
somewhat improved intellectually :—nevertheless too many gentlemen have, since
the passage of Sydenham’s Union Act, been sent here merely to amend their
fortunes, improve their opportunities, and make a living out of the post they were
ass.gned to. Canadians had come to look upon the time of Durham as that of a
brilliant meteor, charged with a message of Imperial concern, and for Imperial
purposes. Lord Metcalfe was a man with a settled purpose, resolved to spend no
money in its accomplishment, and it was thought that Responsible Government
having given rule virtually to the Colonists in the Cabinet would end by our having
no more pol.ticians, and no more soldiers for Governors, but would also cause us
to have no more men of large income for the office, and confine us to a class of
persons coming here for their salary, and it only. Under such a state of public
opinion, the advent of Lord Dufferin is hailed by our people with a lively but
perfectly natural pleasure. In His Excellency they recognize a gentleman of large
means, kindly heart, and liberal disposition. An author of European celebrity, a
traveller of merit even in the days of Burton and Speke, although unlike them he
chose ¢ High Latitudes” in preference to the tropics as the scene of his researches,
Lord Dufferin comes with the prestige of intellect, of benevolence, and of almost
royal revenue and munificence amongst the people of Quebec. This, however, is
not all. The Quebecers, naturally retiring and sensitive, seldom make up their
minds about any man until they have had an opportunity of seeing him, and
observing his manners and his temper. This opportunity Tord Dufferin has
graciously allowed, and the opinion they have formed of him and his amiable and
accomplished lady is most favorable. In this opinion of the wise and kindly
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He, as Governor General, knew them but as devoted subjects of
Her Majesty, and he furnished proof of his great tact, good feeling
and adaptability of temper when we see that from his first visit to
a Roman Catholic school in Canada, the modest Convent at St.
Roche, until the day he left its shores he has never been charged
with a neglect of Protestantism and of undue attention to Roman
Catholicism, by the Protestant, nor of neglect of Roman Catholicism
and of undue attention to Protestantism, by the Roman Catholic. The
local papers of the day gave glowing accounts of the visits of their
Excellencies to “Ie Monastére des Ursulines,” “I1’Académie de
Sillery,” the ¢ Seminaire de Québec,” ¢ 1’ Université lLaval,”
“I’Ecole Normale, Laval,” the “Good Shepherd Institution” and
schools attached, and several other educational institutions.* Nor
were they inattentive to the amusements of the people. The Stada-
cona Athletic sports were attended by them, and on the grounds, in
the presence of 5,000 spectators, the Mayor of the City, president of
the games, presented their Excellencies with an address, thanking
them for their countenance. The reply of His Excellency was char-
acteristic. He made use of the event to inculcate the idea, that one
of his duties as the representative of Her Majesty was to identify

carriage of His Lordship, and the Countess, there is no exception of race, or creed,
or political party. The Quebecers are a unit as to the admirable manner in
which royalty is now represented in the Dominion. The Earl and Countess of
Dufferin have excited an absolute euthusiasm of regard among our citizens, and
have by their mere living and deportment, and their most generous, graceful and
judicioushospitality, done more to stamp out the last embers of annexat.on than could
have been effected by a dozen repressive statutes. Quebec should feel grateful to
the Queen and Government of England for the excellent selection of their repre-
sentative in the person of His Lordship, and we ought not to forget that the appoint-
ment was a graceful concession to Canadian feeling,—the Dominion Cabinet, with
great judgment and sagacity having an earnest desire to secure for their country the
valuable services of Lord Dufferin.”

* The Countess of Dufferin was quite as desirous as His Excellency to counte-
nance and assist in all worthy undertakings. To the application of the officers she,
when in Quebec, kindly and promptly sent to the Montreal Ladies’ Educational
Association the following reply : ¢ The Countess of Dufferin has great pleasure in
complying with the request of the General Committee of the Montreal Ladies’
Educational Association, that she would become a Lady Patroness of that Associa-
tion. Being already interested in the subject, and having been President of a similar
Association in Belfast, Lady Dufferin will watch with sincere interest the progress
and the success of the efforts made in Montreal to advance the education of women.,”
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himself with the people in every laudable way, and even in their
holiday amusements. He said :

“Mr. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I can assure you that both myself and
Lady Dufferin feel gratified by the expression of thanks which you have just made,
and by the warm reception which we have had here to-day. In being present
to-day I do no more than fulfil a duty as the representative of Her Majesty, for our
beloved Sovereign seldom allows an occasion to pass without shewing her interest
in the sportsand amusements of her people. I amsure we must all feel gratified at
the way in which the games of the day have gone off:—it has seldom been my
good fortune to be present at so large a gathering to witness such extraordinary
good behavior, mutual courtesy and good humor. 1 cordially reiterate the
desire expressed by you, Mr. Mayor, that the present celebration may be the
inauguration of the institution of annual games in this city, and, more, that you
may always be favored with such delightful weather and yourassemblies graced by
the presence of so many beautiful ladies.”

Among those present at the luncheon given by the Mayor were the
Hon. Hector Langevin, Madame Langevin, Col. and Lady Harriet
Fletcher, Col. and Madame Strange, Mons. Chevalier, Consul
General of France, Col. Gibbon, Halifax, Capt. and Mrs. Sericole,
Lieuts. Rowe and Courtenay, His Worship the Mayor, and Madame

Garneau.
In order to prove that he desired on all occasions to imitate as

closely as possible the affability of Her Majesty, whose political repre-
sentative he officially was, and whose social representative he desired
to become, His Excellency did not confine his hospitality to select
dinner parties or out-door fétes. During the last week of their stay
in Quebec, two splendid balls were given by their Excellencies, to
which were invited all the ladies and gentlemen who had called upon
them. The ball-room, in the Citadel, was tastefully fitted up, with the
adjacent terrace as a pleasant retreat,—and the unsurpassed enjoyment
of the company flowed more from the marked and charming affability
of the Earl and Countess, than from the ordinary pleasures of a ball.
The Vice-regal set was composed of the Governor General and
Lady Belleau, Sir N. F. Belleau and Lady Dufferin, Hon. Mr. Langevin,
C.B., and Madame Garneau, Col. Fletcher and Madame Langevin, the
Mayor and Lady Harriet Fletcher, Mr. Burstall and Mrs. R. H.
Smith, Lieut. Coulson and Mrs. Burstall, Major Montizambert and
Mrs. Boswell.

In referring to the general effect of this memorable visit of their
Excellencies to Quebec, a leading local journal well remarked :

¢ It is in no spirit of adulation that we point to it as a providential circumstance
that, at this turning point in the history of the magnificent appanages of the British
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Crown in Northern America, the first commission of Governor General of a
Dominion, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, has been conferred upon a
nobleman so ready and able to sympathize, and so well seconded by Her Excellency
in sympathizing with all the religious, social and industrial elements of the com-
munities entrusted to his care.” *

* The following notice of their Excellencies appeared in a Quebec Journal of
24th September, 1872, the day after their departure from Quebec for Toronto and
Hamilton : ¢ The resolution of our citizens to mark their sense of the amiable
qualities, the courtesy and hospitality of their Excellencies the Earl and Countess
of Dufferin by a grand ball in their honor is every way commendable. The demon-
stration of yesterday, embracing a good-bye excursion up the river, and a parting
cheer to those exalted personages, was conceived in the same sense, and with the same
object in view- Nothing could have been more appropriate. Indeed, had the
Governor General and Lady Dufferin been permitted to depart, even for a time,
which we hope will be short, without some special and emphatic exhibition of
interest, friendship and admiration, on the part of the citizens of Quebec, they
would have had just reason for shame and self-condemnation. Our citizens are
not likely, however, to subject themselves to any such reproach. Hospitable
themselves, they know how to appreciate the attentions and hospitalities of others.
It affords ourselves some pleasure to witness the full realization of the anticipations
we were not slow to express in connection with our notice of Lord Dufferin’s selec-
tion for the Canadian Vice-Royalty. The noble Earl has proved himself worthy
of the warmest words of welcome uttered through the press from Quebec to Van-
couver Island. In him centered the powers and sterling qualities of an able and
warm-hearted Irishman, who has added to his natural gifts the valuable advantages
of good education and extensive travel. Lord Dufferin’s affability, his condescen-
sion and desire to please all, stamp him the true gentleman. His example in this
respect might be followed with good results in Quebec and other cities, where you
often meet persons not one whit above you in social position, and far inferior to
you in the qualifications which render a man agreeable and entertaining, unwilling
evento be ordinarily polite on social and other occasions. This constant affectation
of superiority in a new, democratic, self-made community is the most ridiculous
outcome of egotism and stupid pride conceivable. The people who ape this
superiority, unconsciously betray both their ignorance of what good breeding is
and theirinward knowledge of the fact that there is nothing really superior about them.
It is not the genuine metal that needs polish and gilding, but the worthless pinch-
beck. We have heard the remark more than once made of late, that the development
of habits of silly display and snobbery in oir Canadian cities is something both sur-
prising and ridiculous ; and such ‘¢ fashions ” may be expected to live on as long
as sensible people who don’t like, or can’t afford them, don’t snub their votaries on
all proper occasions, and as long as obliging tailors and milliners don’t refuse to
give long credit. We want just such real leaders of society as Lord and Lady
Dufferin in this country, at present, to reform, by quiet, gentleman-like demeanor
and gracious conduct towards persons who really are inferior, that it is not necessary
to be rude, haughty, or foppishly dressed to play a gentleman’s part in * good
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The social qualities of their Excellencies have been dwelt on,
because they form a very large constituent of the power which the
Governor General was able to use, and of the great influence he was
subsequently able to exert in very momentous political exigencies,
and under very pressing circumstances. The kindliness, hospitality
and affability both of the Governor General and of Her Excellency
were never assumed in public, and discarded in private : they were
part of their natures. On the eve of their departure for the
Province of Ontario, their Excellencies were presented with an
address by his Worship the Mayor, on behalf of the citizens of
Quebec, respectfully requesting that they would be pleased to honor
them by their presence at a ball to be given at such time as might suit
their convenience. The reply of Lord Dufferin gives full expression
to the ideas he entertained of the state uses of such gatherings, and of
his duty as the Governor of the Dominion in giving encouragement
to them. . He said, in his usual felicitous and beautiful language :

“ MR. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—]I can assure you, I find it difficult
adequately to express, either on Lady Dufferin’s behalf or on my own, our deep
sense of the kindness of yourself, and our other friends in thus coming to bid us
good-bye. The delicacy of feeling which has suggested so graceful a compliment
doubles its value in our estimation. When we first arrived here we were unknown
to you all, and strangers in the land. When we next come to Quebec, we feel that
we shall be returning to acircle of warm friends,—to a most charming and agreeable
society, and to the sight of kind, familiar faces. Our only regret is that circum-
stances have not permitted us during our brief stay amongst you to make greater
exertions on your behalf, for I am well aware that the social duties of my station
are as imperative as my political functions. Encamped, however, as we have been
upon the rock above us, and confined within the narrow casemates of the Citadel,
it was impossible for us to open our doors as widely as we could have wished ; but
though in one sense the space at our disposal for your accommodation has been

society.” Lord Dufferin must have laughed over Spurgeon’s timely hit, which we
printed a short time ago, twitting the sovereigns with their refusal to shake hands
with the half-sovereigns, and the halves for turning their backs on the quarters,
and the crown pieces for looking down on the poor shillings. But  good
gwacious” as Lord Dundreary would say, only to think of Lord Dufferin not only
bringing the thousands, dollars, we mean, face to face with the hundreds, of
dollars,—but of himself—a great rich Earl—actually speaking to—worse than
that—shaking hands with persons—well—for whose bank books, Mr. Casey could
not get a bid of $100 after their debts were paid! His Excellency doesn’t look
into a man’s circumstances before issuing his invitations, and we feel bound to say
that,among the best men he has seen in Quebec, or anywhere, are men light of
pocket and modest in deportment.”
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restricted,—in another way, at all events, we can make ample provision for you all.
Tn the chambers of our hearts there is room and verge enough for many friends.
Their avenues are guarded by no state, nor ceremonial : no introduction is needed to
gain admission theve; and those who once enter need never take their leave*
Both on my own behalf, and on Lady Dufferin’s, Mr. Mayor, I accept with
gratitude your kind invitation to a Ball later in the year.” .

A few hours afterwards their Excellencies and suite were on board
the steamer which was to convey them to Ontario. At the Govern-
ment wharf lay the steamer Napoleon 7/77., Capt. Gourdeau,—which
had been kindly placed at the disposal of the Committee by
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries,—and the Grand Trunk
Ferry steamer St. George, Capt. Lamontagne,—both gaily dressed
with bunting. These vessels were filled with citizens who had been
invited by the Committee to accompany the steamer Montreal to Cap
Rouge, but as they were not nearly capacious enough many had to
take passage on the James. The Maid of Orleans, the Levis, and
the National, on which were the pupils of the Seminary, and their
band, proceeded on a similar expedition. All along the walls, the
Lower Park Garden, the Terrace, the Grand Battery, the Citadel, and
at every point commanding the scene, thousands of people were col-
lected, and row-boats, full of people, were also on the river.

As the Montreal steamed from her moorings, the guns of the
Citadel began to thunder forth a salute, which was taken up and
repeated by the Abyssinian field pieces of B Battery, on the Gov-
ernment wharf. The band of the Battery, on the Napoleon /77, played
“ God save the Queen,” as so did the Seminary band on the Nation-
a/, and a tremendous cheer uprose from the vast multitude. The
Montreal steamed up the river, the six steamers following closely be-
hind,—the .S. George and Napoleon 117 afterwards taking up positions
on either side. His Excellency the Governor General and the
Countess came out on the promenade deck, and gracefully acknow-
ledged the cheering and salutes. As the fleet moved up the river,
salutes were fired from the wharves of Messrs. Roche & Staveley,
R. R. Dobell & Co., and Mr. Chantillon at Sillery, and the residents
of the Coves gave hearty farewell cheers. The children of the Sillery
school turned out nearly opposite the church with flags and banners,
and cheered, and waved their handkerchiefs as the boats passed up.

About Cap Rouge leave was taken of the Montreal,—hearty
farewell cheers being given their Excellencies. The Napoleon I17.

* The Italics are the author’s.
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fired a salute in turning, and then all steamed back to port, where
they arrived at about half-past six o’clock. Such was Quebec’s leave.
taking of their Excellencies, and such a demonstration the citizens
would not have made had it not been richly deserved,—and it was
as hearty as it was spontaneous.*

At Montreal the Vice-regal party took the Grand Trunk Railway,
and proceeded to Toronto, where they arrived in the evening of the
24th September.

* Quebec Chronicle.
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1872, to do fitting honor to their Excellencies. They were met at
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the station by his Honor Lieutenant Governor Howland, Sir Hastings
Doyle, and a great number of distinguished citizens of the capital of
Ontario, and were escorted by an immense torch-light procession,
with military and music, to Government House, which was brilliantly
lighted and decorated for the occasion. Illuminated arches had been
prepared, and the reception was most enthusiasticc. The Hon. R.
W. Scott, Secretary of State, had joined the party at Prescott, and on
the arrival at Government House of their Excellencies the Hon.
Alexander Mackenzie and the Hon. Archibald McKellar paid their
respects to them.

Great preparations had been made for a ball at Government House.
During the next day their Excellencies remained the guests of the
Lieutenant Governor, when the members of the Ontario Government
were presented. In the evening one of the most brilliant balls ever
given in Toronto welcomed the representative of Royalty.

On the next day, the 26th September, the Governor General pro-
ceeded to Hamilton, where the Provincial Exhibition was in progress.
Hamilton, having earned the cognomen of ¢ The Ambitious City,”
was determined to preserve her reputation. She had sent a deputa-
tion to Toronto, to meet His Excellency in that city, and accompany
the party to Hamilton. This deputation consisted of the Hon. Isaac
Buchanan, Hon. S. Mills and Messrs. D. McInnes, A. T. Wood, A.
Irving, W. K. Muir,and S. E. Gregory. The Vice-regal party consisted
of their Excellencies the Earl and Countess of Dufferin ; Lieutenant
Governor Howland ; Sir Hastings Doyle, Lieutenant Governor of Nova
Scotia ; Sir Frederick Arrow, Deputy Master of Trinity House, Eng-
land ; Col. and Mrs. Harriet Fletcher ; Col. Cumberland, A.D.C. ; Mr.
Coulson, A.D.C. ; Mr. Brassey, M.P., England ; Mrs. Brassey ; Hon.
Messrs. A. Mackenzie, Adam Crooks, R. W. Scott, A. McKellar, and
Peter Gow.

On arriving at the station in Hamilton, where His Excellency was
received by the Mayor and Aldermen of the city, the members of the
Board of Trade, the members of the Exhibition Board, and a large
assemblage of citizens, a number of addresses were presented. The
City Clerk, Mr. Beasley, read the address of the Mayor and Corpora-
tion, presented by the Mayor, Mr. D. B. Chisholm ; Mr. A. T. Wood
read the address of the Board of Trade ; Mr. Alex. H. Wingfield read
a poem of welcome, composed by himself. On arriving at the Exhib-
ition grounds, His Excellency was met at the gates by the president
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and officers of the Association, and an immense number of people.*
On ascending the judges’ stand, Mr. S. White, the President of the
Association, read an address of the Council of the Agricultural and
Arts Association of Ontario to His Excellency, another to his Honor
Lieutenant Governor Howland, and one to Sir Hastings Doyle, to all
of which suitable replies were made.

The next day His Excellency and party returned to Toronto
where extensive preparations had been made for their reception.
The demonstrations in Quebec had stirred up the citizens of the
chief city of Ontario, who were determined to show their appreciation
of Lord Dufferin by an unusual display. The city was gay with
triumphal arches, flags, decorations, devices, mottoes, and armorial
bearings at every turn, while thousands of enthusiastic people crowded
the streets. Their Excellencies, the Mayor and Aldermen, and the
gentlemen who accompanied them, were conducted to the City Hall,
where a number of gentlemen were presented to their Excellencies,
among whom were the Chancellor of Ontario, the Hon. Mr. Spragge ;
Chief Justice Draper ; the Hon. Mr. Hagarty, Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas ; the Hon. Mr. Galt, one of the Puisné judges; the
Hon. Messrs. M. C. Cameron, Wm. Macdougal, W. L. Macpherson, J.
B. McMurrich, Wm. McMaster, G. W. Allan ; the Bishop of Toronto,

* ¢« Never was there such a multitude seen at an exhibition, the number being
estimated as high as fifty thousand.”— Zoronto Mail, 27th September, 1872.

¢¢ The party then, upon the suggestion of His Excellency, left the stand, and
on foot made the whole circuit of the ring, in order that the people might see them
better than it was possible for them to do from the distance at which they stood.
The progress of His Excellency and Lady Dufferin was a continued ovation, the
people cheering enthusiastically as they passed, and exhibiting in every way the
feelings of loyalty and pleasure with which they were filled. It was a very
pleasant and impressive spectacle to see the representative of Her Majesty making
acquaintance in this manner with the people over whom he had been appointed
to govern ; and it was inspiring to hear the acclamations of twenty thousand loyal
subjects resounding in honor of one who has already earned a title to their con-
sideration and respect. * * * The palace and grounds were too crowded to
admit the party extending their visit to other parts of the exhibition, and after
examining the animals, they again took carriage, and soon afterwards left the
grounds, the people cheering when they passed, as before. The party were driven
through the principal streets of the city,—Lord and Lady Dufferin to the residence
of Mr. D. McInnes, Lieut. Governor Howland to that of the Hon. Isaac Buchanan,
and Sir Hastings Doyle to Colonel McGiverin’s.”—76id.

F
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Rev. Provost Whittaker, Dean Grasett, Rev. Dr. Davies, Archbishop
Lynch, Father Gemmell, Dr. McCaul, Prof. Wilson, Dr. Ryerson,
and Cols. Denison, Spicer and Stevenson. His Worship the Mayor,
Mr. Sheard, read an address from the corporation, and Mr. A. R.
McMaster, President of the Board of Trade, read another from
that body. To these, verbal replies were given by His Excellency,
and subsequently, written ones were furnished. As these replies were
among the first of Lord Dufferin’s official utterances in the great Prov-
ince of Ontario, and, as they vividly express the views he then enter-
tained on the points referred to in them, they are now in part repro-
duced. To the Mayor and Corporation he said :

¢ MR. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—During my progress through the various
sections of the Dominion I have been everywhere greeted with assurances of the
deep attachment of the Canadian people to the British Throne and Constitution, and
nowhere have those expressions been more marked thanin the Province of Ontario.
I can assure you that I am deeply sensible of the honor I enjoy in being called
upon to administer the Government of so important a community,—a com-
munity destined, I believe, to develop the traditional institutions and the genius of
the Mother Country to the highest degree of perfection.

The confederation of the Provinces proves how great is the practical wisdom
and sagacity of your statesmen ; and the rapidity with which all sectional jealousies,
and the animosities of race and religion, have disappeared affords a striking proof
of the patriotism and magnanimity of the people. Most cordially do I reiterate
your hope that, ere long, the whole of the North American Provinces may be
welded into a perfect whole, and that before I leave your shores I may have
called together a Dominion Parliament, in which no portion of Her Majesty’s
Transatlantic Territories shall be unrepresented.” *

In his reply to the address of the Board of Trade he said :—

¢ T feel it to be a great honor to have been called upon to administer the Gov-
ernment of so progressive and so prosperous a Dominion. Hardly a week passes
but fresh proofs are brought to my notice of the illimitable resources which it con-
tains, and which cannot fail to become rich fountains of wealth to its industrious
and energetic people.

«1 have been looking forward with impatience to my visit to the capital of
Ontario,—and I propose to spend some weeks in Toronto for the express purpose
of becoming acquainted with its inhabitants and its institutions.”

The city was brilliantly illuminated in the evening.
Saturday morning was devoted to the reception of addresses at the

* This hope was fully realized with the exception that, when His Excellency
left Canada, Newfoundland alone, of the whole of British North America had
not yet entered into confederation.
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Queen’s Hotel. An address was presented by the Wesleyan Methodist
Conference. The deputation consisted of the Rev. Morley Punshon,
President of the Conference ; Rev. William Scott, Secretary ; and the
Rev. Messrs. C. Slater, John Gemly, E. H. Dewart, Alex. Sutherland,
and W. S. Griffin. An address from the Irish Protestant Benevolent
Society of Toronto was presented by the following gentlemen : Warring
Kenny, President; W. F. McMaster, Vice-President; Dr. Hodgins,
A. T. McCord, Alex. Hamilton, Robt. Wilkes, M.P., James Irwin,
Dr. Aikins, Thomas Kerr, and N. Dickey.

Later in the day a deputation from the Temperance Societies
attended His Excellency, and an address from members of the Total
Abstinence Organization of the city was presented by Edward
Beckett, P. H. Steward, Dennis O’Brien, M. Nasmith and James B.
Nixon. In the afternoon His Excellency held a levee in the Legisla-
tive Assembly Hall of the Parliament Buildings, which was very
numerously attended. On the following Monday the Vice-regal party
proceeded to Niagara Falls, in whose vicinity they remained during
the week, visiting the numerous places of interest.*

When at Hamilton during the Exhibition an address on behalf of
the Indians of the Six Nations was presented, signed by James Givins
and thirty-two other chiefs. His Excellency forwarded a reply from
Niagara, in which he referred to the loyalty of the Indian races to

* ¢ Take a carriage,” vociferated half a dozen greedy hackmen. .

“No, I thank you,” politely answered the Governor General. ¢ We much
prefer walking—it is but a short distance.” '

¢¢ Three quarters of a mile—a long walk for your Excellency,” persisted one of
the more unfortunate of these irrepressible Jehus.

¢“That’s but a step, my man,” said the Governor General, and away they went.

¢ A shoddyite, with only five dollars in the world to bless himself with,”
observed a gentleman witnessing the scene, ¢would have taken a carriage, and
here’s a man with a salary of $50,000 a year in gold—more than twice that of
the President of the United States—who goes on foot.” * * * * * % x =
The receptions given him, amounting to the dignity and importance of a triumph,
in his recent tour through Canada, attest the favorable impression he has already
made upon the people. He has entered upon his new career under the happiest
auspices, and everything betokens his most admirable fitness for the place. Heis
modest, unassuming, courteous to all,—and with nothing of that brusqueness
of manner that in so many men clothed with only a little brief authority shews
itself with such odious prominence. The Countess of Dufferin appears to be alady
of the same modest and retiring disposition,—a lady of the Queen Victoria school,

quiet, unpretending, winning smiles and love wherever she goes.”—Correspondence
of New York Herald.
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the British Crown, assured them that their devotion was esteemed
by Her Majesty, “to whom the welfare of her Indian children is a
constant care,” and trusted that the Six Nations would endeavor to
emulate their white brethren “in the industry, the sobriety and the pro-
vidence which do so much to ensure happiness, and are evidences of a
noble, firm, and constant character.”

On Saturday, 5th October, the Vice-regal party returned to Toronto.
On the following Tuesday night, their Excellencies gave their first Draw-
ing-room in Ontario, in the Assembly Chamber of the Parliament Build-
ings, which was attended by about fifteen hundred persons,—and on
1oth October, their Excellencies and suite, attended by the Hon.
Alex. Mackenzie and the Hon. Arch. McKellar, proceeded to London
to attend the Western Fair. On their way, addresses were presented
to His Excellency, at Woodstock, by the Mayor and Corporation of
the town, read by Mr. William Grey, the Mayor; and by the Warden
and members of the County Council of the county of Oxford, read
by Mr. H. Parker, the Warden. An immense number of people had
crowded into Woodstock to get a sight of the already popular Governor
General, and his brief stay was the occasion of great enthusiasm. The
Vice-regal party reached London in the afternoon, and were received by
his Worship the Mayor, Mr. John Campbell, and the members of the City
Council ; Mr. Atkinson, the President, and the members of the Board of
Trade ; Col. Taylor, Col. Moffatt, Major Walker, the Hon. Mr. Leonard,
Senator ; Mr. T. M. Daly, M.P.; Mr. Scatcherd, M.P.; Mr. Oliver,
M.P.; Mr. Glass, M.P.; Mr. G. W. Ross, M.P. ; Mr. Waterworth,
M.P.; Mr. J. B. Guest, M.P.; Mr. Stephen Blackburn, and a number
other prominent gentlemen of the city and county. An address from
the Mayor and Corporation of the city was read by the Mayor, Mr.
Campbell ; another of the City of London Board of Trade was read by
Mr. Atkinson, to each of which His Excellency gave a suitable reply.
A procession was then formed, and, accompanied by many thousands
of enthusiastic people, the Governor General and his party were
escorted to the Exhibition grounds. On his arrival he was received by
Mr. Wm. Saunders, the President of the Western Fair Association, by
whom an address of that body was read, to which His Excellency
replied. In the evening the city was illuminated. A number of
arches were erected for the occasion, lighted up by gas. Chinese
lanterns were lavishly used in the streets,—an immense torch-light
procession with fire works added brilliancy to the scene. A grand ball
was given which passed off with great éc/az.
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The next day was devoted to a visit to Petrolia, the centre of the
oil regions. On his way thither His Excellency was presented with
an address at Strathroy by the Mayor and Common Council, and on
his arrival at Petrolia, with another, by the Reeve and Municipal
Council of the village.

A little incident occurred here, illustrative of the thoughtful
kindness of His Excellency, even to young children. After his reply
to the address of the Municipality, and while the people were being
presented to Her Excellency, he, almost unobserved, walked back
to the place where the children were seated, and began addressing
them in a familiar and paternal way. It was not for some minutes
that his absence from the dais was noticed, and then a number of
persons gathered around him to listen to his remarks. He said he
was glad to learn that the children were good in behaviour, attentive
to their studies, and industrious in their habits. They had the
advantage of being natives of a country where all possessed equal
rights,—where the road to prosperity and honors was open to every
one alike, and where no abject want prevailed. They were born to
advantages greater than those of the people of any country in
Europe, and he trusted that as they grew older they would learn to
appreciate and value them.

His Excellency returned to Toronto during the evening, special
trains having been placed at his disposal by Mr. Muir, manager of the
Great Western Railway Company, to ensure the speedy return of the
party.*

Lord Dufferin remained in Toronto until the 28th October. In
order to show how desirous he was to acquire a knowledge of the
various institutions of the capital of Ontario, their Excellencies, on
the 15th October, visited Bishop Strachan’s Church of England school,
known as “ Wykeham Hall School.” On the 16th, they attended a
concert in aid of the St. Nicholas Home for boys, under the patronage

* The general result of Lord Dufferin’s visit to Western Ontario is fairly
summed up by one of the leading Canadian journals of the day: ‘“ A couple of
years ago, when a company of French artistes and litterateurs visited England,
it was said of Earl Granville, and the Earl of Dufferin, who did the honors at
a public dinner given to them, that they were perhaps the only two public men in
the Kingdom to whom it was a not more difficult task to address a learned
assemblage in the French than in their own language. No one who has read Lord
Dufferin’s speech delivered in Ireland, at the banquet given him just before his
departure for Canada, and has perused his briefer speeches since he has been among
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of his Honor Lieutenant Governor Howland and Mrs. Howland ; on
the 17th, Trinity College ; on the 18th, University College. On the
21st, His Excellency received an address from the Presbytery of
Toronto ; on the same day their Excellencies visited the following
Roman Catholic institutions : St. Michael’s College, St. Joseph’s College,
and the Convent. His Excellency received an address from the Yacht
Club ; and in the evening, their Excellencies gave a dinner and
evening party. On the 22nd the following programme was carried
out :—visit of inspection to the Normal School; University Athletic
Sports, the prizes were distributed by Her Excellency; dinner party.
On the 23rd, visit to John and King Streets Schools ; also to Loretto
Abbey, House of Providence, and La Salle Institute, Roman Catholic
institutions ; dinner and evening party. On the 24th, visit to the
Private Schools of Miss Stubbs and Miss Dupont ; ball at Parliament
Buildings. On the 25th, visit to Osgoode Hall, the Hall of the Law
Courts :—lunch there, and concert at Yorkville in aid of the Young
Men’s Christian Association. On the 26th, Athletic Sports on the
Toronto Cricket ground. In the evening a ball, perhaps the finest ever
given in Toronto. The following ladies were honored. by dancing with
His Excellency : Mrs. Howland, Miss Cumberland, Mrs. Mowat, Mrs.
T. C. Patteson, Miss Crawford, Mrs. J. B. Robinson, Miss Harman,
Miss Taylor (London), Mrs. George Brown, Miss Fraser (Port Hope),
Msrs. F. Barlow Cumberland, Mrs. Allan MeDeugall, Mrs. Kirkpatrick
(Kingston), Miss Heward and Mrs. Nicol Kingsmill. Her Excellency,
honored with her hand the Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Mowat, Mr.
George Brown, and Mr. McKellar.

Among the numerous speeches which Lord Dufferin made on
these occasions, three, which, from their importance and excellence,
are re-produced at length.

The first was delivered at Upper Canada College, on the occasion
of the visit of their Excellencies to that institution, on the 15th

us but must feel satisfied that he has a most complete mastery of English. All
his speeches are models of correct diction,” * * * ¢ Tord Dufferin’s observations
of Canada and of Canadian society must have produced that agreeable surprise
which is common to every educated Englishman—we use the word in its widest
signification—who has visited the Dominion for either a shorter or a longer period.
His every word bears evidence of the delight he has experienced from contact
with our people, as well as from the natural beauties of the country,—the substantial
wealth of our chief cities and towns, and the general prosperity of all classes of
the community.”
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October. In reply to the address of the officers of the College he
said:

¢ MR. PRINCIPAL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I can assure you that it is with
very great pleasure I find myself within these walls. Any institution which contains
within it such a specimen of the youth of a country must be one of the most
interesting sights which could be presented to the eyes of those who are in any way
connected with its administration, and I am sure that both to the Lieutenant-
Governor and to myself the aspect of so many bright and intelligent faces is a
matter of the greatest satisfaction. I have had the pleasure already of passing
through the various class-rooms, of informing myself of the course of instruction
communicated at this college, and of making the acquaintance of those gentlemen
who superintend the studies of the pupils; and, from first to last, I have seen
nothing but what appears to me to be based upon the most admirable principles for
the instruction of youth. As I understand, it is the ambition of those who direct
the internal affairs of this establishment, to assimilate, as far as possible, the prin-
ciples of its moral government to those which have proved so successful in the
administration of the great public schools in England. Well then, sir, I ask
myself what are the leading features of an English public school; and here I
would lay aside for the moment any reference to the particular course of study
which may be pursued at those establishments, because they vary in different
localities and are influenced by different considerations, but there is one feature
which is common to them all, and that is, that the authorities who are charged
with the responsibilities of the education of those young lads have laid down for
themselves this golden rule, that they will not treat the boys placed under their care
as mere children, as incapable of themselves discerning between what is right and
what is wrong, between what is honorable and what is dishonorable ; but they
endeavor to create among their pupils a healthy public opinion, and through its
instrumentality to maintain the proper discipline of the school. I am certain that
there is no more fruitful principle, no more certain mode of gaining at the same
time the confidence of the pupils and enlisting them on the side of order, regularity
and good conduct, than by thus making an appeal to their honorable feelings.
Educated myself at a public school where, perhaps, this principle of trustfulness
towards the boys has been carried out to the greatest extent, I know how it acts
upon the minds of the individuals who are thus honored by the confidence of their
masters. Although, of course, like other boys, we were very often idle, and
occasionally disobedient, although we committed many things for which we
deserved punishment, and for which, I must say, we received it, yet we each of us
had this feeling, that, placed upon our honors, as it were, we disdained to commit
a base, a dishonorable, or an unworthy action. (Loud applause.) Perhaps the
distinction between what was strictly right and wrong was somewhat confused ;
though we gave rather a liberal interpretation to the code which we thus set our-
selves, yet notwithstanding any imperfections of this kind, there was not one of us
who, if discovered in a fault, or accused of any act of disobedience, would have
hesitated to avow this fault, or would have sought refuge in anything so dastardly
as a lie. There was also another principle to which an appeal was made with
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success, and which worked with great benefit among the boys—the principle of
endeavoring to impose upon the elder lads a certain degree of responsibility, not
only in regard to the example they set, but in reference to the active influence they
exercised among their junior companions.  This was a very healthy principle. I
do not think that the authority thus delegated was ever abused, or that the boys
who were the most conscientious in its exercise were at all unpopular upon that
account with their younger colleagues; and I am sure a kindly word of warning
from a boy whom we felt to be superior to ourselves, not only in his moral character,
his age, or learning, but also in his skill in manly sports, exercised a most healthful
and pleasant influence upon our own conduct. (Applause.) We knew, of course,
we were school boys, and willingly and gladly submitted to the discipline we were
called upon to obey; but our masters were always careful to inculcate upon our
minds that because we were school boys, we had not ceased to be English gentle-
men. I will not dwell further upon this point because I know that to a youthful
audience, brevity is the soul of. eloquence ; but before concluding, I wish to say with
what satisfaction I have perceived the catholic character of this establishment, not
only in the technical acceptation of that term in respect of its freedom from any
religious restrictions or controversial impediments to its utility, but in the sense that
its healthtul influence seems to extend throughout the whole Dominion of Canada,
and even into distant parts of America. I have already had the pleasure of speak-
ing to two or three boys who have come from the Southern States, one from Geor-
gia and another I think from New Orleans ; and it speaks well for the reputation of
this college that such distant students should have been attracted to its walls.
There is also another very favorable regulation which I have observed, and which
had not been thought of when I was a boy, and which, in a country like this,
cannot fail to be of the greatest convenience. I mean the principle of allowing the
streams of education, after they have flowed together for some time, to bifurcate in
different directions, so as to allow the boys to follow the course which their taste or
talents point out, or their parents in their discretion may select for them. By this
means you are able to furnish students to all those varieties of occupation which are
so multiform in a new country. It must be a source of pride to you that this col-
lege should have furnished to the annals of the State the names of so many dis-
tinguished persons. You already count among those who have gone before you the
Prime Minister of the Province, and perhaps some day you may also be able to
point out, as amongst the numbers of your predecessors, the Prime Minister of the
Dominion. (Applause.) We have present hereto-day one of the most distinguished
gentlemen of this Province, a person eminent in the legal profession, who was also
a pupil of this establishment, and it must be a mutual satisfaction to him, as well
as to the pupils assembled in his presence, that they should have this opportunity
of meeting. (Applause.) I thank you, Mr. Principal, I thank you, ladies and gentle-
men, and I thank you, boys, for the kind and hearty welcome you have given to the
representative of Her Majesty ; and I am quite certain that, wherever a Canadian boy
is to be found, there, also, Her Majesty will find a loyal subject.” (Loud cheers.)

His Excellency subsequently rose again, and requested the autho-
rities to grant the boys a whole holiday. The Principal consented,

and fixed upon Monday for the holiday. The boys of thé Sixth, and
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the Exhibitioners of the Fifth Forms were then presented to His
Excellency, and the Vice-regal party left the building.

The second was delivered at Toronto University on the 18th
October. His Excellency had been invited to attend the annual
convocation of University College, and consented to take a pro-
minent part in the proceedings by presenting the prizes. The Senate
of the University, conjointly with the Council of University College,
presented an address of welcome to His Excellency. The address,
signed by the Hon. Adam Crooks, LL.D., Vice-Chancellor of the
University ; W. G. Falconbridge, Registrar ; John McCaul, LL.D.,
President of University College ; and W. H. Vandersmissen, M.A.,
acting registrar, was read by Mr. John A. Boyd, M.A., His Excel-
lency replying in the following terms :

“ DR. McCAUL, LADIES AND (FENTLEMEN,—]I cannot quit the presence of this
distinguished company without desiring in a few words to express to the Chancellor,
to the Vice-Chancellor, and the authorities of this institution, and to those who, upon
this occasion, have associated themselves with them in the pleasing welcome which
they have been good enough to extend to Lady Dufferin and myself, my best thanks
for the kind and hearty reception which they have accorded us. I have been look-
ing forward for a considerable time with the greatest pleasure to this occasion. I
had long since heard of the admirable system of education which had been estab-
lished in the Province of Ontario, and especially in the University of Toronto.
(Applause.) But I must say that any expectations I may havé formed, however
pleasing, have been infinitely surpassed by the pleasure I have experienced in my
visit. (Applause.) Until I reached Toronto itself, I confess I was not aware that
so magnificent a specimen of Gothic architecture existed upon the American conti-
nent. (Applause.) I can only say that the citizens of Toronto, as well as the
students of this University, have to be congratulated, in the first place, that, amongst
the inhabitants of their own Province, there should have been found a gentleman so
complete a master of his art as to have been enabled to decorate this town with
such a magnificent specimen of his skill ; and, in the next place, on the liberality
and public spirit of the Government and the people, which placed at his disposal
the means of executing his design. (Applause.) But it is not only on account of
the material appliances for the distribution of instruction that Thave to congratulate
you. I must also felicitate those whom I see present still more upon the fact that
they have been able to collect within these walls, and to furnish this Hall and its
chairs with a President, and with a body of Professors, amply worthy of the building
which they occupy. (Applause.) Thanks to an intimacy I had the good fortune
of forming with some relatives of Dr. McCaul, before I reached Canada, I was in
some measure aware of the successful nature of his labors, and of the noble work
upon which he was engaged. (Applause.) Since my arrival here, I have also
been able to assure myself that, perhaps, in no other educational establishment is
there to be found a more competent body of Professors, or a collection of gentlemen
who, in their several departments, are more qualified to do justice to the subjects
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which they undertake to teach. (Applause.) It is a special matter of congratula-
tion to the inhabitants of Toronto that there should be residing in their midst a body
of gentlemen of this description, because it cannot fail to be an advantage to any
society that, mixing upon familiar terms with them upon every occasion, there
should be found gentlemen of erudition in the several departments of human
knowledge, inasmuch as their presence and their conversation cannot fail to stimu-
late the intellectual and the mental activity of all who have the happiness of becoming
acquainted with them. But, of course, ladies and gentlemen, it is rather in their
professorial and professional character that we have now to consider them, and I
must say that nothing has taken me more by surprise, while, at the same time,
nothing has given me greater pleasure, than to have perceived, in consequence of
the pleasing duty whieh I have been called upon to perform, that, within the walls
of this University, a greater number of subjects is taught and a more practical direc-
tion is given to the education and to the studies of the students than within the walls
of any University with which I have been hitherto acquainted. (Applause.) All I
can say is, that I myself, who have been educated at Oxford, should have‘been
extremely grateful if the same means, the same appliances, and the same advantages
for pursuing the various branches of study, which were not then considered by any
means a necessary portion of our curriculum, had been placed within my reach.
(Applause.) But, while I hasten to pay this compliment to the practical character
of many of the departments over which these distinguished gentlemen preside, I trust
it will not be for a moment imagined that upon that account I am one of those who
are disposed to undervalue or to desire to see relegated to an inferior position that
which I consider to be the backbone of a liberal education. I mean the study of
the Greek and Roman classics. (Applause.) I am happy to think that, amongst
the many students to whom it has been my good fortune to deliver prizes, there
have been several young gentlemen who have distinguished themselves both in
Latin and in Greek, and I think that, especially in a new country like this, where
there is such an exuberant display of all the riches of nature—where every one
almost is primarily concerned in material pursuits—it is a point of the very
greatest importance that the lessons and the experiences of antiquity should not
be lost sight of, but that a knowledge of the learning, of the poetry, and of the his-
tory of the past, should liberalize our modern ideas. (Applause.) In considering
the educational system of Toronto, so far as I have been able to make myself
acquainted with it, it seems to me as though its University were the key-stone of
that educational arch upon which the future prosperity of the Province must de-
pend. (Applause.) Owing to the very high standard which has been fixed for
matriculation, there is naturally required of every educational establishment of a
lower degree the maintenance of a correspondingly high standard, while that stand-
ard itself becomes the platform from which the students, when once they have suc-
ceeded in entering your walls, take a new departure, and endeavor to reach, before
they have finished their University career, evena still higher elevation. And now,
in conclusion, I would ask permission to say a very few words more, especially
addressed to the students of the University themselves. I by no means venture to
read them a lecture, or to preach them a sermon ; but I would simply remind them
that perhaps in no country in the world, under no possible conditions which can be
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imagined, do a body of young men, such as those I see around me, start in life
under more favorable auspices, or enter upon their several careers with a more
assured certainty that, by industry, by the due cultivating of their intelligence, by
sobriety of manners and of conduct, they may attain the greatest prizes of life. I
would remind them that they are citizens of a country in which the most cherished
prizes of ambition are open to all—that, however humble the origin of any one of
them may have been, there is no position in the service of the country which he
may not hope to attain, and such a position is one of the most honorable objects of
ambition which a young man could put before him as his aim in life. And I
would further remind them that they may hope to attain to, not only the prizes
which exist in this country in the several professions they may adopt, or in the
public service of the Dominion, but that there are other prizes of an imperial
nature within their reach,—for the Queen of England does not stop to enquire
whether a deserving citizen is an Australian, or a Canadian, or a Scotchman, or
an Irishman, or an Englishman, it is enough that he should have rendered the
State good service, and this is his title to her favor and reward. (Applause.)
Already we have inthis country a distinguished example of the truth of what I
have said. Within a few weeks past, to a native born Canadian, and at the same
time one of the most distinguished servants of the Empire, the Queen has been
pleased to extend a signal mark of her favor, and has invited Sir John Macdonald
to become a member of the Imperial Privy Council. (Applause.) There are others,
friends of my own, who, in their early life having been Colonists, on returning to
England have fought their way into Parliament, and are now counted among the
most distinguished and successful rulers of the Empire. It will be enough for me
to make this slight allusion to this subject. I am sure those I am addressing will
lay it to heart, and the lesson I have ventured to inculcate will not be lost upon
them. Ladies and gentlemen, Ihave to apologise for the extremely imperfect nature
of these remarks. It was not until a very short time before I made my appearance
among you that I was made aware that I should be called upon to do more than
make a formal reply to the very cordial address with which I have been honored.
Had I known that an opportunity would be afforded to me of addressing, for the
first time since I have been in Canada, an audience so distinguished in every
respect, both for its learning, and, I may say for its beauty (applause), 1 certainly
should have made that preparation which I feel to be necessary, and the want
of which I trust you will kindly excuse.” (Loud applause.)

On the 23rd October their Excellencies paid a visit to the Loretto
Young Ladies’ school, Toronto. A delicate compliment was paid to
His Excellency in the singing by Miss Payne of the “Irish Emi-
grant,” a beautiful song written by his mother. In replying to the
address of the pupils, Lord Dufferin said :

““YoUNG LaDIES,—1I can assure you that I find it very difficult, indeed, to dis-
cover words which will express, with sufficient earnestness, my deep sense of the
kindness with which you have received me to-day. When I look around and con-
sider all the preparations which have been made for my welcome, I scarcely know
to which to refer with the greatest admiration. The young ladies themselves,
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ranged like a bed of flowers in the sunshine of spring-tide,—the beautiful music
which has been sung with such taste, delicacy, and feeling, more especially the
song which was written by my mother, to which, naturally, I can never listen with-
out deep emotion—all have combined to make an impression upon me which will
never fade away. I have been extremely interested in learning, from the observa-
tions which fell from His Grace the Archbishop, the origin of this community, and
I am proud to think it was from Irish shores it set forth to this country upon its
beneficent mission. I congratulate you heartily, young ladies, upon the fortunate
circumstance which has placed you within these walls, and I am sure, from all I
have heard and witnessed of the noble work in which the sisters are engaged, that
the benefits which will be spread abroad through the Dominion cannot be over-
estimated. In speaking of a certain lady, an English writer, famous in his time,
concluded a brilliant passage in her honor by observing that ¢to know her was
itself a liberal education.” I would venture to recommend you to lay this obser-
vation to heart, and to remember that the character and conduct of the women of
a country do more, perhaps, than anything else to elevate the tone of feeling
amongst its inhabitants, to inspire them with high thoughts and noble endeavors,
and with that spirit of chivalry which raises our nature far above its ordinary level.
‘When, however, these sentiments, are still further illuminated by a spirit of devo-
tion, and directed by the counsels of religion, we have just cause to hope that the
career of such a nation will receive the blessing of God, and will prove a benefit
to the world at large. I wish more especially to express to the sisters themselves
my deep and hearty sympathy with them in their lives of retirement and self-sacri-
fice, and I cannot imagine that there can be a greater consolation to their own
minds, or that a more perfect tribute could be paid to the utility and high charac-
ter of their work than the fact that the pupils placed under their guardianship and
beneath the influence of their saintly lives should include the flower of the Catholic
maidenhood of Toronto. I can only say, in conclusion, that, on my own behalf,
as well as on behalf of the Countess of Dufferin, I thank you again and again, and
that I wish to each one of you individually, and to the community collectively, all
the happiness that this world can give. I make no doubt but that, whatever may
be the dangers, the anxieties, the trials, and temptations which, in your future lives
you will have to encounter—and there is none of us whose life is entirely exempt
from them—the instruction which you have had here will do as much as any earthly
thing can do to sustain and comfort you, and will prove, to the end of your lives,
a delightful reminiscence.” (Applause.)

On 26th October His Excellency received an address from the
officers of the Sabbath School Association of Canada, and in the evening,
accompanied by Her Excellency, his Honor the Lieutenant Governor
and Mrs. Howland, with their suites, attended the Lyceum Theatre, at
an entertainment given for the benefit of the Protestant Orphans’
Home, under the direction of Mrs. Morrison, the secretary of the
Institution. On the following day, Sunday, their Excellencies
visited the St. James’ Cathedral Sunday school, where His Lordship
addressed the pupils. On the next day, the 28th October, the Vice-
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regal party left Toronto for Ottawa, where they arrived on the same
evening.

On the 6th November His Excellency was presented with an ad-
dress from the Bishops of the Church of England in the Ecclesiastical
Province of Canada, then assembled in conference at Ottawa, expres-
sing the congratulations and good wishes of the church. The
deputation consisted of His Lordship the Bishop of Ontario,* the
Archdeacon of Ottawa,t and the Rev. H. Pollard. The reply was
couched in the following terms :
¢“To THE BIsSHOPS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE ECCLESIASTICAL

PROVINCE OF CANADA :

““My LOrDS,—As the representative of our most gracious Queen, who is the
Head of the Church, of which you are the Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province, I
accept with pleasure the address of welcome which you have presented to me, and,
in doing so, I fulfil a function in especial accordance with my delegated office ; but
it is not solely as representative of our Queen in her relationship to the Church of
England but rather as the Chief Governor of this Great Dominion and her Civil
Minister that I desire to record my satisfaction at receiving so cordial an expression
of good-will from the rulers of a religious community whose influences have been
so generally beneficial throughout the country. Conciliating and blameless to
those of your fellow-subjects who are not members of your communion, you faith-
fully maintain in this new land the faith, discipline and doctrines of the Mother
Church, while, by your efforts to spread abroad true religion, and to inculcate the
truth of the Gospel, upon which alone national prosperity and the happiness of a
people is founded, you contribute to promote the present and ensure the future
greatness of Canada. I can assure you that no efforts shall be wanting on my
part to further your religious endeavors. In conclusion, I beg to thank you on
Lady Dufferin’s behalf and on my own for your prayerful aspirations and kind
wishes.”

In November His Excellency proceeded to Montreal, and on
the 21st of that month made a formal presentation to the city of a
statue of Her Majesty which had been procured by the citizens for the
ornamentation of Victoria Square. There were in attendance about
20,000 people, of all ranks, creeds and nationalities. Mr. W. Mﬁrray,
the chairman of the Committee, read an address to His Excellency,
requesting him to crown their work by presenting the statue to the
city of Montreal, which His Excellency did, in the following terms :

¢ GENTLEMEN,—]I¢ is with a degree of pleasure, very difficult to expressin words,
that I find myself engaged in the discharge of a duty so appropriate to my office,

* The Right Reverend J. Travers Lewis, D.D., LL.D., appointed in 1862,
+The Ven. J. S. Lauder, LL.D.
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and so congenial to my feelings, as that which you have imposed upon me to-day.
(Cheers.) Among the many circumstances which have made me feel at what a
10rtunate epoch I have arrived in Canada, by no means the least agreeable is the
fact that there should have been reserved to me this opportunity of taking part in
a ceremony which evinces, in so marked and general a manner, the unfailing
loyalty and affection entertained by the citizens of this large, prosperous and
wealthy town to the person and throne of our Sovereign. (Cheers.) It is, there-
fore, with the most heartfelt satisfaction that I undertake the function now allotted
to me, and that T become the momentary depositary of this unique and precious
gift with which you, gentlemen, the subscribers to the undertaking, are desirous to
grace your city, and which you now commission me to hand over as a perpetual
ornament to the inhabitants of Montrealand to their children forever. (Applause.)
And I must say it is to no mean heritage that these future generations will fall
heirs, for, thanks to the magic power of the sculptor, long after we and those who
have loved and honored Queen Victoria shall have passed away, there will still
remain to them and to their descendants, untouched by time, this breathing repre-
sentation of that open and intelligent regard, that sweet womanly grace and
imperial majesty of aspect, which in her lifetime combined to render the
presence of the Queen of England more august than that of any contemporary
monarch. (Tremendous cheering.) It is to you, then, citizens of Montreal, that I
now turn ; it is in your hands that I now place this sacred deposit ; it is on you that
I lay the charge of guarding for yourselves and those who come after you this
fair image of your Queen, this gracious impersonation of the Majesty of Britain,
this stately type and pledge of our Imperial unity, this crowned and sceptred
symbol of those glorious institutions which we have found to be so conducive to
the maintenance of individual liberty, and of constitutional freedom (loud applause).
Gentlemen, it was my good fortune in early life to serve near the person of our
Sovereign. At that time no domestic calamity had thrown its ineffaceable shadow
across the threshold of her home. I was then a spectator of her daily life, its pure
joys, its refined and noble occupations, its duties never neglected, but their
burdens shared by the tenderest of husbands and most sagacious of friends.
It was then that I learned the secret of that hold Her Majesty possesses over the
hearts of her subjects in every part of her extensive empire, (cheers) and when in
latter days death had forever shattered the bright visions of her early happiness,
and left her to discharge alone and unaided, during long years of widowhood
in the isolation of an empty palace, the weighty and oppressive functions of her
royal station, renmewed opportunities were afforded me of observing with what
patience, patriotism and devotion to the public service her brave and noble
nature bore each burden and discharged each daily task. (Applause.) From
dissipation, gaieties, the distraction of society, the widowed Sovereign may have
shrunk, but from duty never. (Loud cheers.) When, therefore, you cast your
eyes up to this work of art, let the image of the woman, as well as of the Queen,
be enshrined in your recollections, and let each citizen remember that in Her whose
sculptured lineaments he now regards he has an example of prosperity borne with
meekness, of adversity with patience, of the path of duty unfalteringly followed,
and of a blamelessness of existence which has been a source of pride to every

v
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English heart, (cheers) and whose pure and radiant influence has shed its holy
light on a thousand, thousand British homes. (Great applause.) Above all let
each Canadian patriot remember as he contemplates with pride the ever bright-
ening destinies of his native country, let your children and your children’s children
remember, as, generation after generation, this great Dominion gathers strength and
power, that it was under the auspices and the government of Her whose statue I now
confide unto your keeping, that these mighty Provinces were confederated into a still
mightier State, and that the foundations of that broad Dominion were laid which I
trust is destined to prove the brightest ornament, and I trust the most powerful adjunct
of the Empire of Britain. (Great enthusiasm.) Gentlemen, I thank you again for the
opportunity you have given me of taking partin these proceedings, and for those kind
expressions which you have addressed to me personally. I feel I can make no better
return than by saying that, in the discharge of my office in this country, it is my
desire and hope to follow, at however humble a distance, the example of that beloved
Sovereign, who during a long reign has faithfully trod in the paths of the British
Constitution, and has never once failed in Her duty to Her Crown, Her Ministers,
Her Parliament, or Her people.” (Prolonged cheers.)

At the request of the Mayor His Excellency then addressed the
assembly in French. He said:

¢ MESSIEURS,—Je le ferai, sans doute, d’une maniére bien imparfaite, mais je ne
saurais voir cette cérémonie solennelle se terminer, sans essayer de vous exprimer
dans votre propre langue combien j’ai été heureux d’assister 4 cette belle féte, et de
pouvoir apprécier 'empressement que vous avez mis 3 y prendre part, de votre
coté.

Je n’ignore pas, messieurs, que dans nulle partie de son vaste empire, notre
Souveraine saurait compter sur un dévouement plus complet que celui des cana-
diens-frangais.

Brave et noble race qui, la premiére, fournit & ’Europe les moyens d’importer
la civilisation sur le continent d’ Amérique. Race valeureuse et hardie dont les ex-
plorateurs, dans P'intérieur de ce continent ont permis 3 I’industrie européenne de
s’implanter non-seulement sur les bords du Saint-Laurent, mais encore dans les
riches vallées de I’Ohio et du Mississippi ; les premiers forts qu’elle érigea et les
premiers établissements qu’elle forma sont devenus aujourd’hui, grace au jugement
droit et & P'espéce d’instinct qui la caractérisent, le noyau de grandes villes et de
puissantes populations ; et c’est & leur coopération actuelle et 3 leur intelligence
naturelle, que nous devons une bonne partie de la condition prospére de cette Pro-
vince.

Le spectacle de deux peuples composés de nationalités si diverses s’efforgant, &
Penvi Pun de P’autre, de prouver leur loyauté 3 leur Reine et au gouvernement, et
travaillant de concert et dans une harmonie parfaite au bien de leur commune patrie,
restera I’un des faits les plus remarquables et les plus heureux de Phistoire du
monde, en méme temps qu’il témoignera de la sagesse politique et des sentiments
magnanimes dont sont pénétrés tous les membres de la grande famille Canadienne.”

On his return to Ottawa His Excellency evinced great interest in

the educational institutions of that city, and graciously accepted all
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invitations in connection with them. He took especial pains to mark
his high appreciation of the blessings of education, especially among
a people enjoying an untrammelled, civil and political liberty. Her
Excellency also took a great interest in them, and usually accompanied
him on these occasions. On the 3rd December they visited the
Christian Brothers school, a Roman Catholic institution ; on the 16th
the Ottawa Ladies’ college, a Protestant school, and in reply to the
address presented to him His Excellency in conclusion said :

‘I would beg to remind you that in course of time we shall expect a consider-
able proportion of those whom I am now addressing to be pioneers of civilization
in a westerly direction, and to help to people those rich regions of Western Can-
ada—the North West Provinces—which are being opened up to civilization, and to
the industry and enterprise of this great Dominion.”*

On 20th December, their Excellencies paid a more formal visit to
the school of the Christian Brothers, which was tastefully decorated for
the occasion with flags, evergreens, mottoes and devices. An address
was delivered, to which His Excellency happily replied. On
215t December they visited the Convent de Notre Dame du Saeré
Ceeur. Their Excellencies were received by the Mayor, the Right
Reverend the Lord Bishop, and a great number of the e/ite of
the city. In his reply to the address, His Excellency congratulated
the good Sisters upon the manifest success which had attended their
labors, both in the nursing of the sick and in the education of the
young. Already, he and Lady Dufferin, had had occasion to profit by

* This College is undenominational, every section of the Protestant Church
being represented among the pupils. Their Excellencies were received by the
Rev. John Laing, B.A.; Rev. Mr. Wells, Presbyterian Church, Montreal ;
Rev. Mr. Moore, Secretary ; Mr. John Rochester, M.P. ; Mr. J. D. Slater, Dr.
Sweetland, Rev. Mr. Gordon, Mr. Orme, Mr. Bronson, Mr. C. J. Robinson, Mr.
John Durie, Mr. Geo. Hay, Mr. J. C. Robinson, and others. In conversing with
the Secretary, Mr. Moore, His Excellency asked :

¢ Do the clergy of the various religious bodies visit your school ?”

Mr. Moore—¢¢ Oh, yes !”

His Excellency—¢“ It is a mixed institution of French and English?”

Mr. Moore—*¢“ No ; we have no French. We teach Latin, French and German.”

His Excellency-—¢¢ Do you teach Latin ?”

Mr. Moore—*¢ We do.”

His Excellency, after a pause—* Do you teach cooking?” (Laughter.)

Mr. Moore—¢“ It is our intention to do so.”

His Excellency’s object being, under cover of a jest, to convey his preference
for practical education over a mere smattering of Latin or German.
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their kind offices, a number of the Sisters having been called in to
attend a member of their household during a dangerous illness. He
added : )

¢« It would be impossible to equal the attention and devotion exhibited by these
ministering angels on the melancholy occasion in question.”

On 74th January, their Excellencies arrived at Quebec, to
attend the Citizens’ Ball, which had been tendered them on their
leaving the old capital in the preceding September, and on the
following afternoon they visited the Poultry Association show, where
they were received by the Lieutenant Governor, the Mayor, and the
members of the Committee. A guard of honor was in attendance,
and his Honor Sir Narcisse Belleau, the Lieutenant Governor, wel-
comed the visitors in a neat address, in which he referred to the great
pleasure the citizens of Quebec felt in seeing their Excellencies again
among them. :

In the evening the Citizens’ ball took place. The ladies of honor
in waiting upon Her Excellency the Countess of Dufferin were :
Mesdames Garneau, Duval, Langevin, Taschereau, Reeve, Meredith,
H. Smith, Dobell, Tessier, Murphy, Casault, De Lery, Stuart, Caron,
Chauveau, Sewell, Chevalier, and Strange.

The Vice-regal set was arranged as follows :—

The Earl of Dufferin..................Madame Garneau.
Lieutenant Governor Belleau. ..........The Countess of Dufferin.
Hon. Mr. Langevin.......eee...0....Madame Duval.

¢ Judge Meredith ....ce0vvvvvvuee. ¢ Taschereau.

€6 ¢ Stuart.....iieeseeneennees ¢ Meredith,

6 ¢ CaroNeees ovo.s o vesavecace ¢ Smith.
€ Mr. Tessier.vveees soeesansnssass < Dobell.
€€ ¢ Delery.eeeeieesssecoseeess % Tessier.
Lieutenant Col. Casault.......... eeeee ¢ O. Murphy.
¢ ¢ Reeve.vsesseseeneoeee Casault,
Mr. R. Hamilton.............ooovees ¢ De Lery.
¢ R. R. Dobell............ eieseses ¢ Stuart.
Lieutenant Coulson, A.D.C............ *“ A, Chauveau.
€ Hamilton ....... [N “  Sewell.
Monsieur Chevalierceovssseesseneerees  “  Dunscomb.
Lieutenant Col. Strange..e.eevessesee. ¢ Chevalier,
Mr. R. H. Smith ..ovivvienenininenes ‘¢ Strange.

The entertainment had exhausted the resources of Quebec in all

G
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that was necessary to render it, as it was, the grandest ball given for
many years in the ancient city.*

A visit to the Falls of Montmorenci, accompanied by the members
of the Stadacona Hunt and Driving Club ; a ball in the rink, given
by the Stadacona Skating Club ; a curling match in the rink of the
Quebec Curling Club, formed the amusements of their Excellencies
unti] the 1oth of January, when they left for Montreal, His Excellency
declining a public demonstration which had been proposed on the
occasion of their departure. They arrived at Montreal on the next
morning. The avidity with which His Excellency seized on every
opportunity, however minute, of gaining a full and accurate knowledge
of the various institutions of the country, and of the habits and sports
of the people, and of securing their good-will, may be estimated by
the fact that during a stay of twenty-five days in Montreal, he frequently
visited the Skating Rink, and mixed in unrestrained freedom with the
frequenters of that very pleasant place of exercise ; he, with Her Ex-
cellency, who was always as desirous to please as he himself, took
part in a snow-shoe tramp by torch-light, a novel entertainment in
which all the snow-shoe organizations of the city joined, and which
was witnessed by thousands of spectators ; inspected the Fire Brigade
of Montreal ; visited the Church of Notre Dame, the Catholic Commer-
cial Academy, the Ladies’ Benevolent Institution, the Mackay Institu-
tion for Protestant Deaf Mutes, the Protestant House of Industry, McGill
College University, the McGill Normal School, the Jesuits’ College,
the Schools of the Christian Brothers, the Montreal College, the
Convent of Villa Maria, the Montreal Water Works, the Protestant
Infants’ Home, St. Mary’s Convent, Hochelaga ; St. Patrick’s Orphan
Asylum, St. Bridget's Refuge, St. Ann’s Public School, the Court
House, the Supreme Court in Session, the Sergeants’ Mess Room of
the 1st or Prince of Wales Rifles, the annual races of the Alexandra
Snow-Shoe Club, and the Victoria Skating Rink Tournament. In

* The Quebec Chronicle of oth January, thus alludes to the visit of His
Excellency : ‘“From the day when Lord Dufferin set his foot within the bound-
aries of Canada, he has been growing in the love and estimation of her people.
His progress has been a triumphal one, for everywhere he is a conqueror of hearts.
In Quebec, a city for which he has evinced a warm affection, he displayed such
sterling qualities as won for him the esteem of all, and, therefore, when he took his
departure from us, there was little wonder that the hearts of the people should
break out in enthusiastic demonstrations. But it was thought proper that there
should be a fuller and more tangible expression to His Excellency of the appre-
ciation by the people of his generous and unbounded hospitality, and thus it was
that the project of the ball which took place last night originated.”
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addition to these labors His Excellency received deputations from the
Canada Presbyterian Church, the St. George’s Society and the Montreal
Board of Trade who presented him with addresses, and their Excel-
lencies attended a magnificent ball, a splendid skating carnival, and
a concert given by the Philharmonic Society.

The visit to the University of McGill College on the 22nd January,
deserves especial notice. Accompanied by Her Excellency and his
Aide-de-Camp, Capt. Hamilton, he reached the gates of the College,
when the students, particularly of the Faculty of Arts, mustered en
masse, and called on the coachman to “stand and deliver,” declar-
ing that they would themselves draw his sleigh to the doors of their
Alma Mater. After a moment’s parley His Excellency gave his con-
sent, remarking that this demand reminded him of one of the happiest
occasions of his life, when, on his return from church with his bride,
a similar ovation had been tendered him. Coachman and foot-
men at once set to work to take out the horses, and the students
having hitched themselves to the vehicle, passed up the roadway at a
rapid pace, amid the cheers and shoutings of the assembled crowd.
At the door the Vice-regal party was met by the Chancellor, the Hon.
Chatles Dewey Day ; the Vice-Chancellor ; Dr. Dawson, the Principal ;
Mr. W. C. Baynes, the Registrar ; the Metropolitan, and others. The
guests proceeded to the William Molson Hall, where the Governors,
Fellows, Faculty and Graduates had already preceded them. An
address having been read by the Chancellor, His Excellency replie
extemporaneously in the following terms :

‘MR, CHANCELLOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I can assure you that I am
deeply sensible of the warm and flattering welcome which you have given me, a
welcome not only conveyed in the words of the address which you, Mr. Chancellor,
have just read, but which has been still further exemplified and accentuated by the
ceremony which preceded my admission to your halls. Only upon one other
occasion, and that the most important in the lives of each of us, have Lady
Dufferin and myself been treated to similar honor, and that was upon our marriage
day. I can only say that if the ‘coaches’ of this college are as good as the
¢horses’—(applause and laughter)—the students cannot fail to take very high and
creditable degrees. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not propose to trouble you upon
the present occasion with anything more than a very brief but very warm expres-
sion of my thanks, not only for the welcome which you have addressed personally
to myself and to the Countess of Dufferin, but still more for that exhibition of
loyalty with which you have gratified me as the representative of Her Most
Gracious Majesty. In return, I can assure you, with the most perfect truth, that
there is no university in any part of Her Majesty’s dominions which the Queen
does not regard with interest and solicitude. (Applause.) At the same time I think ,
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it right to mention that I feel I should not be treating this great institution with
respect if I did not promise to myself on some future occasion, when I shall have
had more leisure than has been possible to me during my present visit to Montreal,
—to take advantage of the privilege which belongs to me as visitor to address the
students. (Applause.) And I am less inclined at the present moment to trespass
upon your time, because within the last few weeks the whole subject of University
Education has been most exhaustively considered and discussed by three of the
principal statesmen of England. If any of the professors, if any of the students
should have happened to have read the speech of Mr. Gladstone at Liverpool, of
the Duke of Somerset, at Plymouth, and of Mr. Bruce when addressing his
constituents, I am sure they will feel it would be impossible for any one to add
anything to the combined treatment by those gentlemen of this subject. ~Of course,
we are all aware that in England and elsewhere, a very violent contest is raging
between those who regard the Art courses as amply sufficient for all the real
purposes for which educational establishments are founded, while upon the other
hand, a school equally respectable, and supported by equal authority, is
inclined to denounce a system of classical education as a prejudice or superstition
of the past, and to set up the material and applied sciences as their only
 curriculum. Mr. Gladstone on the one hand, with a very natural affec-
tion for his own Alma Mater, went so far as to say that he considered even
the unimproved course which prevailed at Oxford when he himself was a
student was quite sufficient to furnish as well educated a set of young men as
the necessities of the age required, and that by the occasional training which was
there given, the mind was more fitly prepared than it could have been by any other
means, for the various difficulties, struggles and contests of life. On the other hand,
the Duke of Somerset took an opposite view, and referring with something approach-
ing disdain to the assertion made by Mr. Gladstone, that the construction of a violin
had exhibited as much ingenuity and intellectual power as the invention of the steam
engine, called upon his audience tocompare the respective achievements of material
and political science. Now, I confess, as far as I myselfam individually concerned,
my own training naturally leads me to regard perhaps with undue favor a classical
curriculum as the back bone of a liberal education, but, be that as it may, and,
without venturing for a moment to pronounce a dogmatic opinion upon so de-
bateable a topic, 1 cannot help remembering that in this country, at all events, the
almost overwhelming reasons which, on the one hand, may be urged in favor of
paramount attention being given to the physical and practical sciences, are con-
fronted with arguments of corresponding force in favor of the arts and classical
learning ; for while on the one hand the prosperity of the Dominion almost entirely
depends upon every one of its inhabitants using every exertion and straining every
nerve to develop its material resources; on the other, the fact of the whole popu-
lation being engaged in these necessary occupations, and in the accumulation of
wealth, renders it all the more a matter of vital importance that the purely intellec-
tual life of the community should be ennobled, embellished, disciplined, and refined
by the wisdom, the poetry, the wit, the experience, and the philosophy of the classic
ages. Leaving, however, this part of the subject, I will conclude by addressing a
very few words to those young men who have shown in so gratifying a manner
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with what indulgence they will probably listen to anything which falls from their
well-wisher and a friend. I would ask them, then, to remember that the gener-
ation which has preceded them has succeeded in bringing to a successful issue one
of the most difficult and one of the most beneficial achievements which statesmen
have ever undertaken. The generation which now lives and superintends the affairs
of this great country has been able, in spite of no ordinary difficulties and impedi-
ments, to weld into an united Dominion the whole of those magnificent provinces
of Canadian America which are contained between the Atlantic and the Pacific. It
is to the guardianship and the improvement of that inheritance which in due time
those I now address will be called, and a heavy bwden and responsibility will lie
upon them to take the best advantage of that glorious birth-right to which they are
destined to fall heirs, and in no degree to be behind those who have preceded
them in their devotion to their native country. I would further remind them that
happily they live in a country whose inhabitants are as free as the air they breathe,
that there is not a single prize which the ambition of man can desire to which they
may not aspire, and which they may not be certain of making theirs, if only they
will apply those faculties with which Providence has endowed them with industry,
intelligence, and perseverance. There is not one of you here who may not rise
to the highest offices of the state, who may not render his name illustrious for all
time to come, who may not engrave for himself on the annals of his country
an imperishable record. Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I must congratulate this
university, this city, this province and the Dominion at large, upon the fact that
an establishment so well conducted, founded upon so wide a basis, endowed with
such a healthy vitality, should be daily pouring forthinto the world a band of young
men, who each sets out upon his separate career, endowed with all the advantages
which a university education can give, and amongst those advantages you must
reckon not merely the learning, not merely the intellectual training which is the
end of all education, but that more subtle and even more important quality which
will enable the most casual acquaintance to distinguish between a university man
and one who is not. I cannot conclude these few and imperfect words, which I
regret not having had the opportunity to study before I ventured to address you,
without commenting upon the fact that itis to a citizen of Montreal that we are
indebted for this great establishment, and that it is to the continued and repeated
munificence of other citizens of Montreal, who have imitated his liberality, that the
usefulness of the University has been continuously expanded. In this country
hereditary distinctions do not take such root, or become so completely a part of the
social system, as in Europe, but I will venture to say that the very fact of any man
having connected his name in so honorable a manner with an Institution of this
kind will ever prove to his descendants as legitimate a source of ancestral pride as
any that ever originated in the Letters Patent of a Sovereign. I thank you again,
Mr. Chancellor and gentlemen, for the sentiments of kindness contained in your
address to Lady Dufferin and myself. I trust that during our residence in this
country we may have many opportunities of improving our acquaintance with you,
and I consider it a matter of no small advantage that, whenever we come to Mont-
real, it will be possible for us to recur to the intimacy of a body of men that repre-
sent so ably every branch and description of human learning.”
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His Excellency’s remarks on the “manners” of some young
people, made in his reply to the teachers of the McGill Normal
School, are pertinent. He said:

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I can assure you it gives me the greatest pleasure
to have had an opportunity of paying you this visit, and of showing you by my
presence here to-day not only what an interest I take in the general subject of edu-
cation, but how much importance I attach to those particular functions which you
will be shortly called upon to perform. It would be almost impossible to exag-
gerate the responsibility which rests upon you, because it is upon you, upon the
teachers who are spread abroad in every village and district from one end of the
country to the other, that must depend the due education of the great mass of the
people. I am happy to think, from what I have seen in Toronto and here, that
every precaution has been taken and every means has been furnished which man’s
ingenuity can contrive to fit you for the successful performance of your important
task. Itis a delightful thing to know that a number of young men and women,
whose intelligence is printed on every lineament of their countenances, should year
after year be sent forth from each of these parent establishments, spreading abroad
in all directions sound teaching and whatever is necessary to develop the intellec-
tual vigor and activity of the country. I do not know that there is any practical
suggestion I have to make to you, and yet there is one thing of which I would
venture to remind you, namely, that in your future relations with your young pupils,
you should remember that your functions must not be confined merely to the develop-
ment of their intelligence and the imparting of information, but that there is also
another duty asimportant as either of these, and that is, that you should endeavor to
refine, discipline, and elevate their general behavior, rendering them polite, well-bred,
deferential, respectful to their parents, to their elders, and their superiors. Perhaps
in a new country where, on every side, we are surrounded by the evidences of pros-
perity, where a spirit of independence is an essential element of success, where, ata
very early age, young persons are called upon to fight their own battles and to un-
dertake their own responsibilities, it is very natural that there should be developed
an exuberant spirit of self-confidence. Now, what I would venture to ask you from
time to time to impress upon your pupils is this, that, although upon the one hand,
there is no quality more creditable than self-respect, yet, on the other hand, the
very idea of self-respect excludes self-assertion, and I say this the more readily be-
cause I confess, if there is any criticism which I have to pass upon the youth of this
new country—I do not say of Canadaespecially, but of the Continent of America,—
it is that I have been struck by the absence of that deference and respect for those
who are older than themselves to which we still cling in Europe. Now, to use a
casual illustration ; I have observed in travelling on board the steamboats on the
St. Lawrence, children running about from one end of the vessel to the other,whom
more than once I have been tempted to take up and give a good whipping. I
have seen them thrust aside gentlemen in conversation ; trample on ladies’
dresses, shoulder their way about, without a thought of the inconvenience they
were occasioning, and, what was more remarkable, these thoughtless indiscretions
did not seem to attract the attention of their parents. When]I ventured to
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make an observation on this to the people with whom I have been travelling, I was
always told that these little peccant individuals came from the other side of the
line. Well, I only hope that this may be so: at all events, without enquiring too
strictly how that may be, I trust that the teachers of the schools of Canada willdo
their very best to inculcate into their pupils the duties of politeness, of refined
behavior, of respect for the old, and of reverence for their parents ; that they will
remember that a great deal may be done by kindly and wholesome advice in this
particular ; and that, if they only take a little trouble, they will contribute greatly
to render Canada not only one of the best educated, most prosperous, most success-
ful, and richest, but one of the most polite, best bred, and well-mannered countries
of the American continent,”

His Excellency paid a visit to St. Patrick’s Orphan Asylum on the
3oth January. In answer to the address, he replied as follows:

¢“MR. SECRETARY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—So far from it having been a
sacrifice on my part to come here, I can assure you that it has been to me an
unmixed gratification. No one can find himself under this roof, in the presence of
such a scene as this, without esteeming the invitation which he has had the pleasure
of receiving a very great privilege. The allusion which has' been made in your
address to that devastating famine by which Ireland was depopulated in 1846 and
1847 has recalled to my recollection very bitter and affecting memories. It so
happened that it was in that year I first was called upon to undertake the respon-
sibilities attaching to the ownership of land in Ireland, and my first initiation into
my duties as an Irish landlord consisted in an endeavor to confront the exigencies
of that terrible disaster. Although in my own neighborhood, owing to peculiar
circumstances, the distress never reached a point which did not admit of alleviation,
circumstances led me to the southern portion of the Kingdom, where famine had
seized upon the people, and with my own eyes I was forced to see all its terrible
consequences. Since coming to this country I have had occasion to make myself
acquainted with a fact, of which I confess until then I was but very imperfectly
informed, and that is, the noble way in which the inhabitants of Canada assisted
the unfortunate emigrants who, forced to fly under the stroke of famine from their
own country, arrived upon the shores of North America not only destitute, but
many of them struck down and perishing by disease. I am now aware of how
many of the clergy of Canada, both Catholic and Protestant, as well of the
members of the medical profession, fell victims to their noble and courageous
endeavors to assist those unfortunate persons ; and I confess that when I read the
record of the mortality which then took place amongst those classes to whom I
have referred, I was perfectly horror-struck with the facts that were revealed ; and
50, as an Irishman, if on no other account, I shall ever bear in my heart the deep
sense of the debt which we all owe to this country, and especially to those classes
to whom I have referred, for the assistance which they then rendered to us. The
existence of this asylum only shows that in the chastisements with which we are
afflicted a merciful Providence very frequently sows the seeds of innumerable
benefits ; for, as has been stated by your Secretary, it is owing to the emergency
which then arose, and which you endeavored to meet, that this admirable establish~
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ment continues to dispense those benefits to the unfortunate orphans of the locality,
even although the immediate occasion to which it owes its existence has happily
ceased to endure. (Applause.) I am very glad to think that the establishment is
being conducted under such satisfactory auspices, and I am sure it will not be con-
sidered inappropriate if, on behalf of those who are interested in all such good and
noble works as these, I should venture to tender to those ladies who are present
and who, I understand, are good enough to devote their time and their energies to
the education and to the interests of these little fatherless children, my best thanks,
accompanied by an assurance that, in common with every one who is acquainted
with their good deeds, I am deeply sensible of all that society owes to them.”’
(Applause.)

The public opinion of the character of His Excellency was briefly
but fairly summed up by a leading journal of Montreal on his departure
for the seat of Government, where he arrived on the 5th February.

¢¢ Lord Dufferin has now passed several months in Canada, and as the time has
been divided between the principal cities, the people of the Dominion have very
generally had an opportunity of assuring themselves that the praises bestowed upon
His Excellency in England were neither misplaced nor exaggerated. Of late,
many in the metropolitan city have enjoyed ample facilities for personal communi-
cation, but of this we shall not speak here. We take simply the spoken words of
‘His Excellency on the several occasions when he has appeared in public. From
these, the recluse in his closet, or the wider circle of readers who live at a distance
from the city, can form an opinion equally well with those who were present and
heard the words uttered. The first reflection which these speeches excite is, that
few attain the gift of saying so much, and yet saying it so well, or of speaking so
frankly, and yet pleasing all. His Excellency, while never descending to the part
of a merely formal visitor, has avoided with infinite tact the slightest offence to the
most susceptible among our mixed population. Nor has any one been able to
detect the smallest assumption in the 7o/z of Governor. The people of the Domi-
nion, with an exuberance of friendship to the Mother Country, and of loyalty to the
Crown, yet enjoy to so large an extent the privilege of self-government, that any
putting forward of the idea of control from abroad would doubtless be distasteful
to many. We avow with truth our allegiance, and glory in the connection, but
with a spice of self-assertion, perhaps, we are inclined to resent the utterances of
that school in England which holds that the benefit is all on our side. Of such a
sentiment not a trace can be found in the Governor General’s speeches. Then,
again, in the numerous engagements which have crowded upon His Excellency
during his stay in Montreal, the enlightened statesman and scholar has never for a
moment been lost in the simple representative of royalty. In the halls of our
universities and colleges Lord Dufferin has spoken like a scholar, and suggested
matter for reflection. In his reply to the literary and national societies he has exhib-
ited an ease which shows how familiar he is with the guise and the language of the
polished man of letters. Often when it might have seemed to others well nigh
impossible to keep clear of the most formal expressions, * i/ a semé des fleurs sur un
terrain aride”—some literary ornament has redeemed the reply from formality.
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Among merchants he has shown himself conversant with the great commercial
questions of the day, and in the presence of the leading men of the bar, the clergy,
and other professions and callings, His Lordship has been equally at home. It
would be unfair to conclude these remarks, imperfect as they are, without some allu-
sion to the hearty sympathy which His Excellency has manifested for our national
sports,—a kindness on his part which has given an impetus to these healthful recre-
ations. But the time devoted to the encouragement of athletic pursuits has not in-
terfered with the fulfilment of a long list of more serious engagements. Our
columns during the past month afferd ample evidence of the liberal attention
bestowed by their Excellencies on the various institutions of the city, and the
kmdly expressions with which their work has been commended. Even the deaf
have not been strangers to their words, nor have the blind missed the genial influ-
ence of their presence.” *

* A St. John, N.B., journal thus alludes to this visit to Montreal : ¢ Every
institution of a public character is attended to, His Excellency shewing a decided
inclination for such as are of a literary or educational character. His tour is not
a mere round of festivities, and his replies to congratulatory addresses, instead of
being a tissue of stereotyped platitudes, are bond fide speeches, abounding in sound
common sense and valuable suggestions. Very good illustrations of this are fur-
nished by extracts from some of his late speeches already published in our columns,
especially his remarks on the Educational Controversy, and the necessity for
cultivating national politeness,”
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Lorp DUFFERIN had now been in Canada about eight months. He
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had fully developed the social system he had proposed for himself.
More than usual prominence lias been given to the festivities attend-
ing his movements, because under these lay a policy far more impor-
tant in a political point.of view than would, at the first blush, appear.
It will have been observed that in all his replies to addresses he takes
care to emphasize the fact that he appears as the representative of
Her Majesty, and he had evidently determined to bind the people
to her, through himself, by exhibiting an honest and warm interest in
their institutions, their welfare, and their happiness, by a respectful
consideration for their manners, their habits, their creeds and their
language. A ball was to him not a mere gathering of beauty and
fashion,—itwas a school where he could learn the tastes of the people
and test the degree of refinement to which they had attained. A
cricket, or a lacrosse match was not a mere passing amusement,—it
was an exhibition by which he could compare the physical strength and
the manly qualities of the Canadian youths with those of their trans-
atlantic cousins. A visit to universities, or colleges, or schools, was
not to him a vain show, but a means of increasing the dignity and
value of a liberal education. The unwonted affability both of Lord and
Lady Dufferin drew to them the hearts of all classes, and their geniality,
and kindness, brought them in these few months to a height of popu-
larity never before reached by any Canadian Governor. This geniality
and kindness were so abundant, and were exhibited so constantly,
and in so many varying ways that the people, taken by surprise, were
sometimes inclined to fear that the exhibition was spasmodic, and that
their Excellencies would soon sink into the accustomed seclusion and
indifference of former representatives of British power,—but after six
years’ residence in Canada, they left the country, as will be seen, after
enjoying a constantly, and steadily increasing popularity, which had
known no check, and had never suffered the slightest diminution of
warmth. But now, Lord Dufferin was to enter upon another phase of
his life. Settled at the Seat of Government, just after a General Election
throughout the Dominion, his attention was about to be drawn to the
more serious subjects of his rule.*

* The observations of a correspondent of the New York Worid, who, we may
suppose, was uninfluenced by any national or sectional views, are interesting.
He says: It would be trite to say that, since Lord Dufferin came to Canada,
he has been winning ¢ golden opinions’ from all classes. He is the most
popular of royal representatives, and court journalists never tire of singing
his praises. He has placed upon record his mature conviction that he has
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The general elections had passed off in quiet. There was no great
issue before the country. The Government of Sir John Macdonald
had been sustained, notwithstanding the efforts of the Opposition to
destroy his majority by their attacks on the Nova Scotia * better
terms,”—their denunciations of the agreements by which Manitoba and
British Columbia were induced to enter Confederation,—their protests
against the inaction of the Ministry in omitting to provide legislation
for the suppression of corrupt practices at elections,—their sharp criti-
cisms on the Pacific Railway policy, and their insinuations that the
Secret Service Fund had been used for illegitimate purposes. The
Government of Sir John was at this period firmly rooted in power,—
it possessed the confidence of the people, and had nothing to fear
from a weak and disunited Opposition. It had survived the attacks

social as well as political responsibilities, and he has accordingly entered upon
a ceaseless round of festivities and entertainments. Not only does he give
splendid balls and magnificent dinners, but he holds levees, attends concerts, visits
public schools, patronizes lacrosse matches, lays corner-stones, attends University
convocations, receives addresses on all possible occasions, and delivers happy,
though impromptu, replies. He mingles very freely with the people, and is alto-
gether so unaffected, pleasant and popular that if the Great American Eagle
were to be his guest at Holland House, Toronto, or Rideau Hall, Ottawa, the
Geneva award might be cancelled, or perhaps handed over to the Dominion to pay
for the enlargement of its canals. Not only does His Excellency guide the affairs
of a growing nation but he buys dolls for pretty little girls on the street. The
Earl of Dufferin is in fact the most wonderful and popular Governor that has been
for years bestowed on the loyal Canadians.” * * * ¢ He has discharged his
social duties with a ¢graceful hospitality’ worthy of the old days, though personal
Government would, no doubt, be the last thing thought of by such a Liberal, and
such a stickler for the Constitution as His Excellency. Lord Dufferin manifested
great shrewdness, and a keen appreciation of the state of affairs, by spending some
weeks in Toronto before taking up his residence for the winter at Ottawa. He
rented ITolland House, and gave a series of private and public entertainments
which rendered society in the Ontario Capital exceedingly gay for a time, and gave
the people a very favorable impression of His Excellency and his accomplished
wife,”” ¥ * * * « The Governor’s affability may afford some scope for
snobs and sycophants to ply their harmless avocations ;—but, by mixing freely
with the people whom he has to govern, he has shown more practical statesmanship,
and become better acquainted with them and their aspirations than if, like his pre-
decessors, he had gone quietly to Rideau Hall, and had seen nothing more of the
people than could be noticed in a state tour, He has now gone to the Dominion
capital, where he is displaying the same splendid hospitality which made his stay
in Toronto very pleasant, and where he has promptly thrown off the shackles which
a band of would-be fashionables and aristocrats would have fastened upon him.”



1873] THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 109

made on it, on account of the alleged improper concessions made
by Sir John in the Washington Treaty,—for the people had exhibited
too much good sense, and too much respect for Imperial necessities,
to carp at a measure which, though in some slight matters it was
possible to be considered as inimical to their interests, was yet one of
much importance to the Empire at large, since it buried forever
several dangerous disputes which might at any moment have involved
Britain in serious complications. The crowning success of Sir John
was in transforming Nova Scotia from a passionate opponent of Con-
federation into one of its most loyal supporters, and in inducing British
Columbia to join her fortunes with the Confederated Provinces.

The recent elections had developed to an alarming extent the
fatal disease of corrupt practices. The evil had been steadily growing.
There was no special legislation directed against it. It was univer-
sally admitted that corruption was making gigantic strides among all
grades of the people. The usual venality of large towns had crept
into even the farming districts, and bribes were now as unblushingly
received as they were unblushingly offered. Neither of the great
political parties could boast of their purity,—one was as bad as the
other, the only difference being in the extent of means. The Liberal
party laid hold of the obvious corruption as a charge against the Con-
servatives, and cried with all the semblance of honesty, “ turn out the
corruptionists,—put us in their places,—then, and not until then, will
the reign of purity commence.” This cry assumed an unusual im-
portance in the course of subsequent events.

In the meantime each party was preparing for the struggle in
Parliament, and Lord Dufferin was quietly studying the people, and
the present needs of the country.

On his return to Ottawa His Excellency devoted himself to a pre-
paration for the first session of the second Dominion Parliament. It
opened on 5th March, with more than usual splendor. The Hon.
James Cockburn, member for the West Riding of the County of
Northumberland, Ont., was, on the nomination of Sir John A. Mac-
donald, elected Speaker without opposition.

* Inthe speech from the Throne His Excellency expressed his deep
sense of his good fortune in being permitted to associate himself with
the Houses in their labors and aspirations for the welfare of the
Dominion. He rejoiced to think that his assumption of office took
place when the prospects of the country appeared so full of promise,—
when peace and amity prevailed amongst neighboring nations, and
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when so many indications were afforded of the success with which
Canada was consolidating her political unity and developing her
natural resources. He announced that to carry out the legis-
lation of the preceding session a charter had been granted to
a body of Canadian capitalists for the construction of the Pacific
Railway. He informed the Houses that the surveys for the im-
provement and extension of our system of canals had been in active
preparation,—that the plans for the enlargement of the Welland and
the construction of the Baie Verte Canal had been completed, and that
the surveys for the St. Lawrence Canals would, he was assured, be
finished in time to commence the works at the beginning of the next
year. He expressed his gratification that the efforts made to encour-
age immigration had met with a great measure of success. He alluded
to the census, and informed the House, that a measure for the purpose
of consolidating and amending the Acts of the several Provinces re-
lating to the representation of the people in Parliament, and one for
the trial of controverted elections would be submitted for their con-
sideration.

Their Excellencies held a “ Drawing Room” in the Senate Chamber,
on the evening of the 6th March, which was attended by an unusually
large number of ladies and gentlemen, gathered from all parts of the
Dominion, anxious to pay their respects to the representatives of
Her Majesty who had already won for themselves the affections of
the people. This reception was the formal inauguration of a system
of “At Homes,” “Theatricals,” “Concerts,” *Balls,” ¢ Curling
and Snow-shoeing parties,” and other amusements given at Rideau
Hall, the invitations to which were very general, thus giving, during
the Session, an opportunity to many to cultivate the personal ac-
quaintance of their Excellencies. These gatherings were not exclu-
sive. All ladies and gentlemen who chose to enter their names at
Government House were sure to receive cards of invitation, and thus
its doors were thrown as wide open to every visitor as the hearts of
Lord and Lady Dufferin were to the people to whom they had been
sent as the representatives of the Queen. Fortunately for their Ex-
cellencies, and for their guests, they found in Ottawa a large fund of
histrionic and musical talent, from which they liberally drew for the
excellent rendering of these recreations. The frequenters of Rideau
Hall, during this memorable Session, will recall with pleasure the efforts
made by Col. Stuart, Capt. Hamilton, A.D.C., Capt. Coulson, Miss
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Himsworth, Mrs. Stuart, Mdlle. Perrault, Miss Low, Mrs. Waters,
Mrs. Beverley Robinson, Miss Aumond, Monsieur Edward Kimber,
Monsieur St. D. Lemoine, Mr. Himsworth, Monsieur Kimber, Master
Henry Stuart and others to assist their Excellencies in their festivities
at Rideau Hall.

The following extract from a leading English journal of 2ist
March, expresses the unbiassed opinions of an intelligent foreign
observer :

¢« The increasing importance of the Dominion of Canada is abundantly mani-
fested by the unprecedented ceremony and display which accompanied the opening
of Parliament at Ottawa upon the 5th instant. England has good reason to be
proud of ¢ Pro-consul on Pro-consul, a high and glorious line,” to whose hands the
administration of our North American Provinces has been successively committed.
The list of the Governors General who within the present century have swayed the
destinies of Canada, contains the names of statesmen no less eminent than any of
the illustrious viceroys who have served their country by governing England’s
mightiest dependency from Calcutta. Lord Durham, Sir Charles Metcalfe, Lord
Sydenham, and Lord Elgin will not suffer by comparison with Lord William Ben-
tinck, Lord Dalhousie, Lord Canning and Lord Mayo ; nor were there wanting
many travelled Englishmen who, when Lord Northbrook was sent by Mr. Glad-
stone to Calcutta, and Lord Dufferin to Ottawa, were of the opinion that an
Imperial statesman would find as many opportunities for gaining distinction among
the snows and forests of the Dominion as awaited him among the burning terri-
tories of Hindostan. Never has a Governor General of Canada had so fair a field
before him as was surveyed by Lord Dufferin in the able speech which he read,
first in English and then in French, from the throne at Ottawa some sixteen days
ago. Nor was the most distinguished living representative of the Sheridan blood
unworthy of so suggestive an occasion. Young, eloquent, winning in manner and
appearance, and gifted with no slight share of the genius of his race, Lord Dufferin
is well calculated to rivet the ties of loyal affection which bind the magnificent
Provinces of British North America to the Mother Country with hooks of steel. If
we may be permitted to lift for a moment the curtain of private life, we shall be
but echoing the universal sentiment of our Canadian fellow subjects when we say
that Lord and Lady Dufferin are already more popular at Montreal and Quebec
than any Vice-regal pair that ever England sent across the Atlantic. There is
much in the physical features of the noble territory now submitted to his sway
which cannot fail to fire an imagination so poetic, and a mind so quick and sympa-
thetic as those with which the noble author of ¢ A Voyage to High Latitudes’ is
endowed. On a continent where female comeliness and grace command universal
homage, Lady Dufferin is admitted, as was her husband’s aunt, the Duchess of
Somerset, at the English Tournament, to be an unrivalled Queen of Beauty.’
Great, indeed, are the advantages which this noble-hearted pair,’ to use the words
of a private letter, may have it in their power to bestow upon the young and vigor-
ous ofishoot of England, which covers more than half of the North American con-
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tinent. Wisely to guide the destinies and utilize the almost unlimited resources
of the Dominion, is a task worthy of the loftiest and most far-reaching ambition
which ever warmed an English heart.”’

As was generally anticipated, the Government of Sir John
Macdonald was sustained on the first trial of strength, but by a
smaller majority than he had commanded in the old House. The
Hon. Alex. McKenzie, who had acted as leader of the Liberal party,
was now formally installed as its head.

The Session of the Ontario Assembly which opened on the 8th
January, closed on the 28th March following. Its proceedings
related chiefly to the local affairs of the Province, having but little
bearing on the policy or movements of the Federal Government.
The reservation of the Orange Bills for the consideration of the
Cabinet at Ottawa may be here noticed, as it forms a precedent
illustrative of the working of Confederation. Two bills had been
introduced: one to incorporate the ¢ Loyal Orange Association of
Western Ontario,” the other the ¢ Loyal Orange Association of
Eastern Ontario.” They were opposed by the Roman Catholic
element in and out of the House. Mr. Fraser, a member of
the Government, of which Mr. Mowat was the head, bitterly
denounced them. Mr. Mowat studiously avoided embroiling his
Government in the dispute, though he voted for the measures. They
were passed, but the Lieutenant Governor reserved them for the assent
of His Excellency the Governor General. It was charged that Mr.
Mowat, the chief of a Liberal Government, thus advised his Honor,
in order to escape the responsibility of dealing with measures which had
excited the passions both of Orangemen and Roman Catholics, and
casting it on the Dominion Ministry. But Sir John was not compelled
to accept the burthen, and as his views on the question, elaborated in
his report as Minister of Justice to His Excellency, were not subjected
to revision by the Imperial authorities, they may now be said to stand
as forming part of the constitutional law of the Dominion. Dates
may be anticipated. The report was as follows :

¢ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
OTTAWA, August 26, 1873,

The undersigned has had under consideration two Acts passed by the Legisla-
ture of the Province of Ontario, at its last Session, entitled, respectively, < An Act
to Incorporate the Loyal Orange Association of Western Ontario” and “* An Act to
Incorporate the Loyal Orange Association of Eastern Ontario,” which were
reserved by the Lieutenant Governor for the assent of your Excellency, and now
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begs leave to report that these Acts purport to incorporate two Provincial Associa-
tions,

That the only object of these Associations appearing on the face of the Acts is
the holding of property, real and personal, and this being a Provincial object, the
Acts are within the competence and jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature.
Such being the case, in the opinion of the undersigned the Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario ought not to have reserved these Acts for your Excellency’s assent, but
should have given his assent to them as Lieutenant Governor.

Under the system of Government which obtains in England, as well as in the
Dominion and its several Provinces, it is the duty of the advisers of the Executive
to recommend every measure that has passed the Legislature for the Executive
assent.

The provision in the ¢British North America Act, 1867, ¢that your Excel-
lency may reserve a bill for the significance of Her Majesty’s pleasure,” was solely
made with the view to the protection of Imperial interests, and the maintenance of
Imperial policy ; and in case your Excellency should exercise the power of reserva-
tion conferred upon you, you would do so in your capacity as the Imperial officer,
and under the Royal instructions. So, in any Province, the Lieutenant Governor
should only reserve a bill in his capacity as an officer of the Dominion, and under
instructions from the Governor General.

The Ministers of the Governor General and of the Lieutenant Governor are
alike bound to oppose in the Legislature measures of which they disapprove, and
if, notwithstanding, such a measure is carried, the Ministry should either resign,
or accept the decision of the Legislature, and advise the passage of the bill. It
then rests with the Governor General, or the Lieutenant Governor, as the case may
be, to consider whether the Act conflicts with his instructions or his duty as an
Imperial, or a Dominion officer, and if it does so conflict he is bound to reserve it,
whatever the advice tendered to him may be ; but if not, he will doubtless feel it
his duty to give his assent, in accordance with advice to that effect which it was the
duty of his Ministers to give. With respect to the present measures, the under-
signed is of opinion that the Lieutenant Governor ought not to have reserved them
for your Excellency’s assent, as he had no instructions from the Governor General
in any way affecting these bills. They are entirely within the competence of the
Ontario Legislature, and if he had sought advice from his legal adviser, the Attor-
ney General of Ontario, on the question of competence, he would undoubtedly have
received his opinion that these Acts were within the jurisdiction of the Provincial
Legislature. This is evident from the fact that (as appears by the votes and
proceedings of the Legislature) the Attorney General voted for, and supported the
bills, as a member of the Legislature. Under these circumstances, the under-
signed recommends that the Lieutenant Governor be informed that your Excel-
lency does not propose to signify your pleasure with respect to these reserved Acts,
or to take any action upon them. The Legislature will, at its next Session, which
must meet before the expiration of the year within which, by the constitution, your
Excellency has the power to signify your pleasure, have the power, if it pleases,
of considering these measures anew, and re-enacting them, or rejecting them at its

discretion.
H
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If these Acts should again be passed, the Lieutenant Governor should consider
himself bound to deal with them at once ; and not ask your Excellency to inter-
vene in matters of Provincial concern, and solely and entirely within the jurisdic-
tion and competence of the Legislature of the Province.

(Signed,) JOHN. A. MACDONALD.”

The bills were subsequently passed by the Ontario Assembly, and
assented to by the Lieutenant Governor.

The Dominion Houses proceeded with but little excitement in the
prosecution of the ordinary business of the country. A working
majority of between thirty and forty placed Sir John Macdonald
beyond all apprehension, and the Conservative party seemed again
firmly seated in power, when suddenly they were roused from their
sense of safety, and the country was convulsed by an astounding
charge made in his place in the House of Commons by Mr. Hunting-
ton, Member for Shefford.

To obtain a clear understanding of the events which gave rise to this
motion, commonly comprised under the term “ The Pacific Railway
Scandal,” it will be necessary to give a summary of the proceedings
connected with the inception of the huge undertaking of building the
Pacific Railway,—a road which was to connect the Atlantic with the
Pacific through Canadian territory, traversing a space of nearly gooo
miles.*

It will be remembered that this project formed an essential part of
the Confederation scheme, and British Columbia entered the Confede-
racy on the distinctagreement,—an agreement amounting to a solemn
treaty, that the work should be commenced in two years, and com-
pleted in ten, computing from the day of union, 2oth July, 1871. In
order to carry out the undertaking, “ An Act respecting the Canadian
Pacific Railway ” was passed on the 14th June, 1872,% the recital of
which is given in full since it succinctly states the conditions under
which the measure was enacted, and this Act was the first prac-
tical step taken by Parliament in building the road. It states
that:

* The Pacific Railway, with its adjuncts, as now proposed will comprise the
following distances : Halifax to Riviére du Loup, 561 miles.—Rivi¢re du Loup to
Quebec, 126 miles.—Quebec to Montreal, 172 miles.—Montreal to Burrard’s Inlet,
B.C., zia Ottawa, Pembroke, French River,—the Northern shore of Lake Superior
—Fort William—Selkirk—Northcote— Téte Jaune—Pass—Kamloops, and Yale,
2862 miles—making a total of 3721 miles from the Atlantic to the Pacific.—
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¢« Whereas by the terms and conditions of the admission of British Columbia
into union with the Dominion of Canada, set forth and embodied in an address to
Her Majesty, adopted by the Legislative Council of that Colony in January, 1871,
under the provisions of the 146th Section of ¢ 7ke British North America Act,
1867,” and laid before both the Houses of the Parliament of Canada by His Excel-
lency the Governor General during the now last Session thereof, and recited and
concurred in by the Senate and Ilouse of Commons of Canada during the said
Session, and embodied in addresses of the said Houses to Her Majesty under the
said Section of the British North America Act, and approved by Her Majesty,
and embodied in the Order in Council admitting British Columbia into the Union
under the said Act, as part of the Dominion of Canada, from the 2oth day of July,
1871,—it is among other things provided that the Government of the Dominion
undertake to secure the commencement simultaneously, within two years from the
date of the Union, of the construction of a railway from the Pacific towards the
Rocky Mountains, and from such point as may be selected east of the Rocky
Mountains towards the Pacific, to connect the sea-board of British Columbia with
the Railway system of Canada: and further, to secure the completion of said Rail-
way within ten years from the date of the Union :—The Government of British
Columbia agreeing to convey to the Dominion Government in trust, to be appro-
priated in such manner as the Dominion Government may deem advisable in
furtherance of the construction of the said railway, a similar extent of public lands
along the line of railway throughout its entire length in British Columbia, not to
exceed, however, twenty miles on each side of the said line, as may be appropriated
for the same purpose by the Dominion Government from the public lands in the
North West Territories and the Province of Manitoba, subject to certain conditions
for making good to the Dominion Government from contiguous lands any lands
within the said limits which may beheld under pre-emption right or Crown grant,
and for restraining the sale or alienation by the Government of British Columbia,
during the said ten years, of lands within the said limits :  And whereas, the House
of Commons of Canada resolved, during the said now last Session, that the said
railway should be constructed and worked by private enterprise, and not by the
Dominion Government ; and that the public aid to be given to secure that under-
taking should consist of such liberal grants of land, and such subsidy in money, or
other aid not increasing the present rate of taxation, as the Parliament of Canada
should thereafter determine : and it is expedient to make provision for carrying out
the said agreement and resolution : therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as
follows,” &c.

This Act provided that the road should be constructed and worked
by one company, having a subscribed capital of at least ten million
dollars ; that it should be bond fide commenced within two years from
the 2oth July, 1871, and completed within ten years from that day ;
that the land grant to the company should not exceed fifty millions

* 35 Victoria, cap. 71, Canada.
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of acres, in blocks not exceeding twenty miles in depth on each side
of the railway, alternating with other blocks of the like depth to be
reserved by the Dominion Government to-be sold, and the proceeds
applied in reimbursing the sums expended by the Dominion under
the Act. The money subsidy was not to exceed thirty million dol-
lars. If more than one company should be formed, power was given
for their amalgamation. By another Act, passed on the same day,*
entitled “ An Act to Incorporate the Inter-Oceanic Railway Company
of Canada,” after reciting some of the facts just referred to, adding :
“ And whereas it is highly expedient that a great national Inter-
Oceanic Railway, aided and subsidized by Parliament, should be
managed, controlled, and worked in the interest of the Dominion, and,
as far as possible, &y persons who are residents of Canada and sub-
gects of Her Majesty,” T a company was formed, at the head of which
stood the Hon. Mr. Macpherson. By another Act passed on the
same day, | entitled, “ An Act to incorporate the Canada Pacific
Railway Company,” a second company was formed, at the head of
which was Sir Hagh Allan.

These companies became familiarly known as the ‘“ Macpherson
Company,” and the “ Hugh Allan Company.”

But, before the formation of these companies,—indeed before the
legislation of 1872, just referred to, an Englishman, Mr. Wad-
dington, attracted by the agreement made with British Columbia in
1871, had moved in the matter, with a view to the formation of a com-
pany to build the road, and, after failing in Toronto to secure the co-
operation of capitalists for the purpose, had succeeded in securing
the assistance of a number of wealthy gentlemen of New York and
Chicago, most of whom were interested in the American line,—the
“ Northern Pacific Railway.” A deputation from these gentlemen
visited Ottawa in the latter part of 1871, and had interviews with
some members of the Canadian Government, who intimated to
them that it was yet too early to enter into negotiations respecting
the building of the road. No move was made by any one for several
months after this, but, in the month of July preceding this visit of the
American projectors, Sir Francis Hincks, then a member of the Domi-
nion Government, had informed Sir Hugh Allan of their movements,

* 35 Victoria, cap. 72,—Canada.
+ The Italics are the author’s,
I 35 Victoria, cap. 73,—Canada,



1873] THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 117

—had given him the names of some of the Americans who had made
advances to the Government in the matter, and had expressed his regret
that a work of so great importance should pass into foreign hands.
Sir Hugh acted on the hint,—carefully examined the subject, and
soon formed a company for the purpose of building the road, com-
posed of these Americans and some Quebec capitalists. But it soon
became apparent to Sir Hugh that a company, important ingredients
of which were Americans largely interested in the American Pacific,
which would run parallel with the Canadian road, though further
south, would not be countenanced by Parliament ; and Sir Hugh was
informed by the Government that no proposition from such a com-
pany would be entertained. He then proceeded to the formation of
a professedly purely Canadian company, and positively assured the
Government that his American friends had been completely eliminated
from the new organization. This was the * Canada Pacific ” already
spoken of.

In the meantime, the Hon. Mr. Macpherson had organized another
company,—the ¢ Inter-Oceanic.” The three Acts already mentioned
completed the scheme for the building of the road ; provision was
made for the amalgamation of the rival companies, and now every-
thing seemed auspicious for the speedy commencement and comple-
tion of the great enterprise.

The session closed on the day these Acts were assented to—14th
June, 1872. Parliament was dissolved on the 8th July. From the
15th July to the r2th October the General Dominion Elections
were being held. So soon as they were completed, Sir John Mac-
donald returned to the seat of Government, and immediately engaged
in the work of putting forward the Railway negotiations. The Minis-
try was not favorably disposed to either company. Mr. Macpher-
son’s company contained a dominant Ontario element, Sir Hugh
Allan’s a Quebec one. The undertaking was so vast that it was
deemed imperative to secure the assistance of capitalists from all
parts of the Dominion, and an amalgamation of the rival companies
became the chief object of the Ministry. A long and intricate nego-
tiation took place between the companies, but a union could not be
effected. On the one hand it was discovered, or strongly suspected,
that Sir Hugh had not really broken his connection with his Ameri-
can friends*,—and, on the other, Mr. Macpherson was not dis-

(*) This, if true, would have been a fatal objection, as, by the terms of the Act
35 Vic., C. 72, foreigners were excluded from the control of the road.
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posed to yield to Sir Hugh the Chairmanship of the proposed amalga-
mated company, a position insisted upon by Sir Hugh. The Minis-
try favored this claim of Sir Hugh, partly because he was first in the
field, and partly because he was known to be a gentleman of large
capital, and of very great influence in the moneyed community.

Sir John Macdonald, finding it impossible to effect a union of
the two companies, announced the intention of the Government to
promote the formation of a new one, seeking elements for it in the
various Provinces, and a short time before the meeting of the House,
in March, 1873, such an organization was completed, which included
not only some of the chief men of the now defunct rival companies,
but also a number of representative gentlemen from each Province.*

Of this company Sir Hugh Allan was elected chairman. In
order to prevent the introduction of American interests into the
management, it was provided that no transfer of shares should take
place during the first six years without the consent of the Govern-
ment, nor after that period without the consent of the Board of Direc-
tors. Sir John Macdonald was very careful, and exhibited much soli-
citude in providing checks against the possibility of any one person,
or combination of persons, whether represented by Sir Hugh or not,
from obtaining any dominant influence in the direction.

On obtaining the charter, Sir Hugh proceeded to England for the
purpose of strengthening the company through the capitalists of
that country,—and he was there in April, when Mr. Huntington’s
motion was made. Up to this time the railway policy of the Gov-
ernment had been supported by the House, and the constitution

* The charter to this company was granted 5th February, under 35th Vic.,
cap. 73, and the following gentlemen were named in it as constituting the com-
pany, which was styled ¢ The Canadian Pacific Railway Company’’ :—Sir Hugh
Allan, of the city of Montreal, Knight ; the Hon. Adam George Archibald, of
Halifax, N.S., C.M.G., a member of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada ; the
Hon. Joseph Octave Beaubien, of Montreal, Commissioner of Crown Lands in the
Province of Quebec; Jean Baptiste Beaudry, of Montreal, Esquire; Egerton
Ryerson Burpee, of St. John, N.B., Esquire ; Frederick William Cumberland, of
Toronto, Esquire ; Sandford Fleming, of Toronto, Esquire ; Robert Newton Hall,
of the town of Sherbrooke, Esquire ; the Hon. John Sebastian Helmcken, of Victoria,
British Columbia ; Andrew McDermott, of the town of Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Esquire ; Donald MclInnes, of the city of Hamilton, Ont., Merchant; Walter
Shanly, then of the town of North Adams, U. S., Esquire ; and John Walker, of
the city of London, Ont., Esquire.
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of the new company did not challenge special opposition from any
quarter, excepting from Mr. Macpherson, who was disappointed at
the success of his rival, Sir Hugh Allan.

At this stage, on the 2nd April, Mr. Huntington made this start-
ling motion :

¢ Hon. Mr. Huntington moved, that Mr. Huntington, a member of the House,
‘¢ having stated in his place that he is credibly informed and believes that he can
¢¢ establish by satisfactory evidence,— .

¢¢ That, in anticipation of the legislation of last Session, as to the Pacific Rail-
‘‘ way, an agreement was made between Sir Hugh Allan, acting for himself, and
¢ certain other Canadian promoters, and G. W. McMullen, acting for certain
¢¢ United States capitalists, whereby the latter agreed to furnishall the funds neces-
¢ sary for the construction of the contemplated Railway, and to give the former a
‘¢ certain percentage of interest, in consideration of their interest and position, the
‘¢ scheme agreed on being ostensibly that of a Canadian company with Sir Hugk
¢ Allan at its head,—

¢ That the Government were aware that negotiations were pending between
¢¢ these parties,—

¢¢ That subsequently, an understanding was come to between the Government and
““ Sir Hugh Allarn and Mr. Abbott, M.P.—that Sir Hugh Allarn and his friends
‘¢ should advance a large sum of money for the purpose of aiding the elections of
¢¢ Ministers and their supporters at the ensuing General Election,—and that he and
¢¢ his friends should receive the contract for the construction of the Railway,—

¢ That accordingly Sir Hugh Allan did advance a large sum of money for the
¢¢ purpose mentioned, and at the solicitation, and under the pressing instances of
¢¢ Ministers,—

¢¢ That part of the moneys expended by Sir Hugh Allar in connection with the
¢¢ obtaining of the Act of incorporation and Charter was paid to him by the said
¢¢ United States capitalists under the agreement with him,—it is

¢ Ordered, That a committee of seven Members be appointed to enquire into
¢¢ all the circumstances connected with the negotiations for the construction of the
¢ Pacific Railway—with the legislation of last Session on the subject, and with the
¢¢ granting of the Charter to Sir Hugh Allan and others; with power to send for
‘¢ persons, papers and records ; and with instructions to report in full the evidence
¢ taken before, and all proceedings of said Committee.”’

In moving, Mr. Huntington contented himself with saying that
“ he felt compelled by a deep sense of duty to place the motion he
was about to make before the House at the earliest possible moment,
in view of the very grave question raised. He had already stated in
his place that he was credibly informed that arrangements had been
made by Sir Hugh Allan and an American gentleman representing
certain American capitalists for  the construction of the Pacific Rail-
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way, in anticipation of the legislation of last Session : that the Govern-
ment were aware of this ; and that subsequently arrangements were
made between the Government and Sir Hugh Allan, by which a large
sum of money was to be paid to the Government for the purpose of
influencing the recent elections, in return for which Sir Hugh Allan
and his friends were free to receive the contract for the construction
of the Railway, and that this was done.”

Not a word more was said on either side of the House. The
Ministry treated the motion as one of non-confidence, and met it by
absolute silence. On the vote being taken, it was found that Sir John,
—in a House of one hundred and eighty-three,—had a majority of
thirty-one.

Although it would have been impossible to grant a Committee on
so loose a charge, unsupported by a single fact, and avowedly made,
not on the respounsibility of the mover, but on hearsay evidence, yet
it was also impossible to permit the matter to rest. Sir John felt it due
to himself, as well as to the country, that the charge should be fully
met, though in a proper and constitutional manner. He therefore on
the next day, 3rd April, gave notice that he would on the following
Tuesday ask that the House should appoint a special Committee of
five to be selected by the House, for the purpose of considering the
subjects mentioned in the .motion of Mr. Huntington. He added
that, if need were, special power would be given to the Committee to
sit in recess, and, if necessary, that a Royal Commission would be
issued for the purpose of giving them additional powers. This motion
was made on the 8th April, and carried. The members composing
the Committee were Hon. Mr. Blanchet, Mr. Blake, Mr. Dorion
(Napierville), McDonald (Pictou), and J. Hillyard Cameron (Card-
well).* Mr. Mackenzie, the leader of the Opposition, suggested that a
short Act be passed, giving power to the Committee to sit during recess,
and to take the evidence on oath. Mr. Dorion, Mr. Blake and Mr.
Joly, leading members of the Opposition, expressed the same desire.
Sir John assented to this, but intimated that he had doubts as to the
power of the House to pass an Act allowing a Committee to take
evidence on oath, but he promised that either by an Act or a Com-
mission this power would be conferred.

* Of these gentlemen, three, Messrs. Blanchet, McDonald and Cameron, were
supporters, the other two opponents, of the Ministry.
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The Committee immediately proceeded with its duties. Mr. J.
Hillyard Cameren was appointed chairman, and on the 17th April
he presented its first report, whichh merely recommended that an Act
be passed to enable the Committee to examine witnesses on oath.
On the 18th April Mr. Cameron introduced such a bill. No objection
was raised to it, excepting that Sir John Macdonald feared that the
Act of Union did not confer that power on the Legislature.

It was hastened through both Houses, speeded on its way by the
Ministry, but as itinvolved a doubtful point, His Excellency reserved
it for the sanction of the Home authorities. It was passed on the 3rd
May, and was on the same day transmitted to England. The Colo-
nial Secretary, the Earl of Kimberley, referred it to the Law Officers
the Crown, who reported that it was w/fra vires; and on the 27th
June, more than a month after the adjournment of the House, a tele-
gram was received by His Excellency the Governor General from the
Earl of Kimberley in these words : “ Oath Act is disallowed.”

In the meantime the Committee had met, and on the sth May,
Mr. Cameron presented a report to the House containing the follow-
ing resolution :

¢ Resolved, that in view of the absence of Sir George E. Cartier and the Hon.
J. J.C. Abbott, members of the House of Commons, and the impossibility of pro-
ceeding with the investigation with which the Comnmittee is charged without their
being present, it is advisable the Committee should adjourn until the 2nd July, if
this Parliament should then be in session.”

This was strongly opposed, but it was carried on a vote of 107 yeas
against 76 nays.

The ordinary business of the House was now nearly concluded.
As it was conceded that prorogation would dissolve the Committee, it
was agreed that, to prevent this, the House should adjourn to a day
beyond the 2nd July sufficiently distant to enable the Committee to
complete their examination and frame their report.

The 13th August was fixed upon as that day, and the House
was on the 23rd May accordingly adjourned to the 13th August, then
to meet pro forma, for the purpose solely of receiving the Report of
the Committee, and not for its discussion or for any legislation. At
this meeting it was understood that neither the Governor General, nor
any members more than would be sufficient to form a quorum, need
attend. On this agreement the Session closed, and the members of
both Houses departed ; none, excepting enough to form a quorum,
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residing near Ottawa, expecting to return until an Autumn Session
was called for the purpose of dealing with the Report of the Com-
mittee.*

That the non-professional reader may understand why the House
was adjourned until the 13th August, instead of being prorogued, it may
be explained that a prorogation dissolves all the Committees of the
House ; everything done by a Committee in the way of taking
evidence or otherwise, short of the actual presentation of the report
to the House, falls to the ground; and, in order to proceed in the
matter with which it may have been charged, a new Committee
would require to be appointed at the next or some ensuing
Session. As the ordinary business of the House was com-
pleted on the 23rd May the usual course would have been to
prorogue, but, as this would have dissolved the Committee, and as it
was absolutely necessary that it should complete its inquiries, and
present its Report to the House before it became defunct, it was
determined to adjourn the House to such a day as would give it ample
time to meet, examine the witnesses, and settle its report for presenta-
tion. It being supposed that all this could be done by the 13th
August, that day was agreed upon, as already intimated, for the pur-
pose simply of receiving the report. This document having reached
the House in Session, even though it were a pro forma one, would
then become a record of Parliament, on which action could be taken
when the House met in full Session.

The country was moved to its very depths. The Liberals saw in
the conduct of Sir John, as charged, a fault so grave that nothing
short of resignation would be received by an indignant people. The
Conservatives hung their heads, and stood abashed before so serious
an accusation, but they hoped it could not be true—a hope which
found much support in the fact that Mr. Huntington had not pro-
duced a single tittle of evidence in aid of his indictment. But it is
creditable to the people of Canada that no party, or section of a party,
made the slightest attempt to thwart or delay the course of justice ;
and it is also creditable to Sir John Macdonald and his Ministry that
not only did they place no stone on its track, but he and they carefully
and most honorably removed every one which the Constitution of the
country or the practice of Parliament had deposited in its way.

* This Session was subsequently called for the 5th November.
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The most important matters which had engaged the attention of
Parliament during the Session, besides the Pacific Railway, were the
New Brunswick School question, the admission of Prince Edward
Island into the Union, and the Provincial Debt Assumption. It was dur-
ing the Session—zoth May—that Sir George Cartier died in England,
and that the Hon. Joseph Howe received the Lieutenant Governor-
ship of his native Province, Nova Scotia.*

On the 1oth June their Excellencies left Ottawa for a tour through
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island. On their
way thither they re-visited Quebec, where they were received with all
the enthusiasm which had been exhibited towards them on former
occasions.t On the 17th June, the twentieth anniversary of the
discovery of the Mississippi was celebrated with great pomp at the
Laval University, and the proceedings were attended by their Excel-
lencies. They were also present at the Convent with his Honor the
Lieutenant Governor and Madame Caron, when His Excellency
distributed the prizes to the successful pupils. Their spare time
was occupied in visiting the educational, religious, and civil institu-
tions of the city. On the 21st June His Excellency visited the
Steamer Prussian, and addressed the Canadian Wimbledon Team,

* This distinguished man did not long enjoy the well-earned reward for his
noble services to the Confederate causein his Province. He died, rather suddenly,
at Halifax, on the 2nd June.

t Lady Dufferin had given birth to a daughter at Ottawa on the 17th May,
and it had been determined that the baptismal rites should be performed at
the Anglican Cathedral, Quebec. Her Majesty the Queen had been graciously
pleased to intimate a desire to act as godmother to the infant, and that the young
‘“citizen of Ottawa,” as His Excellency subsequently spoke of her, should bear
Her Majesty’s own name, Victoria. The ceremony took place on the 16th June, in
the presence of an immense assemblage. Those present at the font were His
Excellency, Her Excellency, as proxy for Her Majesty ; Sir John Macdonald,
K.C.B., godfather ; Lady Harriet Fletcher, godmother ; the Hon, Alex. Campbell,
Col. Fletcher and Mr. Hamilton, A.D.C. The Rev. G. V. Housman baptized the
child by the name of Victoria. The Rev. C. W. Rawson assisted in the ceremony.
The font was filled with water brought from the Jordan by Mr. Douglas, thoughtfully
offered for the occasion. Her Majesty had sent, as a present to her godchild, a
beautiful locket of fine dull gold, with a raised medallion portrait of herself in the
centre, enclosed in a circle of brilliants, and surrounded by an outer border in
which pink coral bosses were relieved by diamond and pearl settings. From the
locket depend five drops of coral. On the reverse is the inscription, ¢ To Lady
Victoria Blackwood, from her godmother, Victoria R., 1873.”
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then on their way to England under the command of Col. Peters.
In the course of a short address he made to the Team, His Excellency
intimated that it was the intention of the Countess of Dufferin to pre-
sent the member of the Team who should score the greatest number
of marks with a gold medal.

On the 27th June, while in the Maritime Provinces, His Excel-
lency received the telegram from the Earl of Kimberley, the Colonial
Secretary, informing him that the Oaths Act had been disallowed.
The Governor General immediately communicated with Sir John
Macdonald, who was inclined to issue a commission to the members
of the Committee appointed by the House, but as he feared to do this
lest he should expose the Crown to the indignity of a rejection of its
mandate, His Excellency relieved him from his embarrassment by
offering to sanction such a proceeding, adding that he thought Sir
John might “with perfect propriety act upon the presumption that
the members of the Committee will accept the charge confided to
them.”

Upon this Sir John wrote to each Commissioner, informing him
of the disallowance of the Oaths Act, and renewing the offer made
by him on the floor of the House of a Royal Commission addressed
to the same gentlemen who had been nominated by the House,
which would confer upon them all the powers desired, and he con-
cluded his letter by saying :

¢ The acceptance of this Commission will enable the Committee to proceed

with the enquiry and the examination of witnesses on oath without any impor-
tant delay.”

This proposal was rejected by Messrs. Dorion and Blake. The
members of the Committee had met at Montreal on the 2nd July
as pre-arranged, and on the next day these gentlemen proposed to
proceed dispensing with oaths to the witnesses. To this the other
members declined to accede, as they felt themselves bound by the
express directions of the House to take the evidence under oath, and
by their vote the meeting was adjourned until the 13th August,
the day fixed for the pro forma assembling of the House to receive
their report. The Parliamentary Committee was thus virtually
dissolved. The promoters of Mr. Huntington’s charges probably now
felt themselves at liberty to place their evidence before the country
by means of the press, and accordingly on the next day there appeared
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in the Montreal Aerald a number of letters and telegrams purporting
to have been written by Sir Hugh Allan to Mr. McMullen, to Mr.
Smith of Chicago, and to some unknown person in the United
States on the subject of the Canadian Pacific Railway. On the next
day Sir Hugh published in another paper a statement under oath on
the same subject, and subsequently a series of letters was published,
now known as the “McMullen Correspondence,” containing docu-
ments which, if true, were calculated to compromise Sir John
Macdonald, and other Ministers.

During these proceedings His Excellency was on his tour through
the Maritime Provinces. The Government Steamer Drxid had been
placed at his disposal, and leaving Quebec on the 21st June he
arrived, with Her Excellency and suite, on the 8th July, at Gaspé,
where he was presented with an address from the County Council.

In their progress from Quebec the party visited Tadousac,
the Godbout river, where they were invited to the salmon fishing
grounds of Mr. Allan Gilmour of Ottawa, a warm and valued personal
friend of their Excellencies, where that gentleman took every pains to
show them good sport, and to make their visit an agreeable one,—a
kindness in every way successful and most highly appreciated by Mr.
Gilmour’s distinguished guests. Mingan Harbor was also visited.*

On the 14th July the Druid sailed for Percé, which His
Excellency was desirous of visiting for the purpose of inspecting a
place looked upon as one of the principal fishing stations on the
coast, and of making himself acquainted with the mode of conduct-
ing the arrangements for that important branch of the industrial
pursuits of that part of the Dominion. At about 7 a.m. the Druid
stood off the town of Percé, and Mr. Orange and Mr. Boutilier
immediately boarded her to pay their respects to their Excellencies.
As she steamed around the Rock, the High Sheriff, Mr. Vibert, also
came on board, and soon after their Excellencies and suite were rowed
to the dock, where they were received by the Mayor, Mr. Harper, and

* The party had now spent about ten days in salmon fishing,—the result was
seventeen salmon weighing 295 lbs. Of these Her Excellency captured one of
13 Ibs. weight, which she landed with great skill from one of the upper pools of
the St. John river. To Mr. Allan Gilmour, an ardent fisherman, belongs the
honor of first tutoring their Excellencies in the craft of salmon fishing, and he

found that they soon put his exceptionally great skill to a severe test in the friendly
contest.
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others of the principal gentlemen of the place, whilst the shore was
thronged by the population who cheered heartily as their Excellencies
landed. An address was read by the Mayor, to which His Excel-
lency replied. He then, accompanied by the Countess of Dufferin,
Colonel and Lady Fletcher, Mr. Hamilton and others, made a careful
examination of the store houses, and inspected the method of curing
the fish and preparing them for export. Every information was
afforded him by those in charge, and His Excellency was much
interested not only in the commercial enterprise, but in the influence
it exercised on the character and habits of those engaged in it.

Leaving this interesting spot, the party reached Chatham, N.B.,
on the evening of the 16th July, where they were met by the lead-
ing men of the neighborhood, and an address was presented to His
Excellency.

As the party landed they were met by a committee consisting
of Messrs. W. Wilkinson, P. Colman, J. B. Snowball, J. Gough, J.
Sheriff, Hon. W. Kelley, Hon. W. Muirhead, and Mr. McCulley. His
Lordship Bishop Rogers was also present. After the address bidding
him welcome to Miramichi, to which His Excellency gave a suitable
reply, he and Lady Dufferin were escorted to the residence of the
Hon. Mr. Muirhead. After luncheon, they returned to the Druid,
which proceeded on her voyage to Newcastle, where they arrived on
the 1y7th July, accompanied by the Hon Mr. Muirhead, Mrs. and
Miss Muirhead, the High Sheriff, the Hon. W. Kelley, Mr. Gough,
and others. The field battery, commanded by Captain Call, fired a
salute. The Governor General, followed by the greater portion of the
inhabitants of the town, proceeded to the Court House, where an
address was presented. After leaving the Court House the party
drove in carriages, provided by Mr. Muirhead, Mr. Kelley and Mr.
Snowball, to the railway bridge, then in course of -erection,—after
the inspection of which their Excellencies returned to the town, and
shortly after took their leave for Charlottetown, where they arrived on
the morning of the 18th July.

It will be remembered that this beautiful Island of Prince Edward had
come into the Confederacy on the 1st of the then month of July, after
much hesitation, and in face of the strong opposition of a powerful party.
The visit of His Excellency was therefore most opportune, as his course
was always marked by a softening of the asperities of political con-
tests, and a willingness to forget past disputes, and unite in the work
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of securing future prosperity. Great preparations had accordingly
been made for his reception, and it is highly creditable to the gentle-
men who had led the Anti-Union party that they now cordially assisted
their late opponents in giving His Excellency a most hearty reception.
Arches were erected, covered with inscriptions indicative of the popular
joy that the Island now formed part of the great Dominion of Canada,
and of the profound respect and deep love entertained both for
His Excellency and the Countess of Dufferin. The party were
received at the landing by his Honor the Lieutenant Governor,
Mr. Robinson, his worship the Mayor, Mr. Rankin, the members
of the Local Government, the members of the City Council, the
representatives of the Press, and a large number of the leading
gentlemen of Charlottetown and the Island. The reply to the address,
was as follows :

¢ GENTLEMEN,—Although, from time to time, it has been the good fortune of
many of my predecessors to set foot upon your hospitable shores, none of them has
ever arrived amongst you under such happy auspices as myself; and it is with
unspeakable pleasure that I return you my warmest thanks for the cordial welcome
you have extended to me.

Until the present moment each successive Governor General of Canada, though
nominally invested with vice-regal authority over your Island, was necessarily
precluded by the separate system of Governments hitherto in existence, from
taking that immediate and personal interest in your affairs Which your receny
incorporation with the Dominion will henceforth enable me to do. But it is upon
other grounds than these that I desire to take this, the earliest opportunity afforded
me, of offering you my warmest congratulations on the great change in your
political condition which has so recently taken place. Hitherto, thanks to the
native ability of your public men, and the intelligence of your Local Legislature,
your affairs have been administered with so much success as to have secured the
utmost peace and prosperity to your citizens; and these advantages, as far as all
matters of domestic interest are concerned, you will still retain, but to these
there will be super added the innumerable benefits which cannot fail to flow from
your complete and perfect union with the Dominion,—a great and pawerful com-
munity, whose political importance and whose material wealth and resources are
yearly on the increase. A larger and more important field will be afforded to th
talents and abilities of your public men, all of whom have so patriotically united in
promoting the Confederation of the Island ; and who, I feel assured, will be per-
fectly competent to hold their own, and to make their mark, and worthily to
represent your sentiments and interests in the central legislature at Ottawa, while
all the other arrangements which have become necessary to consummate the
Union, whether of a commercial or financial character, will not fail, I trust, to
pour a fuller tide of vitality and wealth through all the arteries which minister to
your material welfare.
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On the other hand, your accession to the Dominion will powerfully contribute
to its strength and completeness, while your well-known loyalty will still further
reinforce the devotion of its citizens to the Throne and the Empire.

In conclusion, gentlemen, allow me to assure you that it will be my especial
care to watch over your interests with the most anxious solicitude, and, as far as in
me lies, to make it a point of conscience that you shall not be losers by the bargain
you have made.

I rejoice to think that so beautiful a day should still further enhance the enjoy-
ment of our arrival at your beautiful Island ; and, in returning thanks for the kindly
words you have especially addressed to Her Excellency, I can assure you that we
both look forward with the greatest pleasure to a visit so happily commenced.”

Their Excellencies spent nine days on the Island, and, with their
usual industry and desire to become acquainted with the people and
institutions of the Province in all their different phases and character-
istics, the time was spent in driving about the country ; in a levee and
reception at Government House ; in the reception by His Excellency
of addresses from the members of the Local Government, from the
Conference of the two Presbyteries, and the Irish Benevolent Society ;
in an excursion into the mterior of the island by railway ;in attending
a ball at Government House, and one in the Colonial Building ; and in
witnessing a regatta. The members of the Local Government then
in Charlottetown, viz. : Messrs. the Hon. J. C. Hope, the Hon. T. H.
Hayviland, the Hon. J. Brecken, the Hon. W. W. Sullivan, and the Hon.
L. C. Owen, presented the address from the Executive Council, which
was read by the Premier, Mr. Pope. A deputation from the two
Presbyteries, composed of Messrs. the Rev. Thos. Duncan, the Rev.
John McLeod, the Rev. D. McNeill, the Rev. John McKinnon of
Nova Scotia, and Dr. Mackieson and D. Laird, presented an address,
read by the Rev. Mr. Duncan. A committee of the Benevolent
Irish Society, of which Mr. James Reddin was president, accompanied
by Messrs J. McCarron, assistant vice-president, Martin Hogan,
Henry Hughes, John A. McKenna, Patrick Foley, Maurice Blake,
Peter Doyle and John Walsh also presented an address. To each of
these His Excellency made a fitting reply. The party left Charlotte-
town in the evening of the 26th July, being escorted to the dock by
a torch-light procession ; their Excellencies having charmed the people
with their urbanity and kindly interest in their pursuits and institu-

tions.*

* St. Fokhn Daily Telegraph, 22nd August.
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On their arrival at Pictou, being anxious to inform himself of every
matter connected with the great coal interest of this portion of the
Dominion, His Excellency visited the Albion and Acadia coal
mines, carefully inspected all the works, and extended his explor-
ations to the bottoms of the mines themselves. Mr. Jesse Hoyt of
the Acadia Company, Mr. Hurson of the Albion, and a number
of leading gentlemen of Pictou and New Glasgow, accompanied
their Excellencies on their tour of inspection.

On the 26th July the party reached Louisburg, and Sydney, Cape
Breton, where they were enthusiastically received. Immediately on
the arrival of the Druid, His Excellency was waited on by the Hon.
Mr. Bourinot, the Hon. Mr. Justice Dodd, Mr. McKay, M.P., Rev.
Dr. Uniacke, Mr. Davenport Custos and others. His Excellency
expressed his great regret that as the original route of his tour did not
embrace this part of the country he had not at his command the time
which he would like to have devoted to an examination of the coal
mines, and the other industries of Cape Breton. He also said he
was much pleased with the beautiful aspect and scenery of the Island,
and greatly desired to have gone through the St. Peter’s Canal, and
seen the Bras d’Or Lake, of which he had heard so much. He was
particularly desirous to examine the mines of North Sydney, the
more especially as such a visit would have afforded him an opportunity
of becoming acquainted with the people and their pursuits, and of
giving him a further insight into the mineral and other wealth with
which the Island had been by nature so lavishly endowed ; but being
expected in Halifax on the 29th July, he was compelled to forego the
pleasure and instruction which such a visit would have given him.*

The party proceeded on their voyage, and on the afternoon of the
29th July, Halifax was reached. Shortly after the Druid had cast
anchor in the harbor, the distinguished party were visited by his
Honor Lieutenant Governor Archibald, Mrs. Archibald and a number
of prominent military and other officers. It was determined that the
official reception should take place the next day. The landing took

* The people so deeply regretted that no full opportunity had been given them of
shewing their respect for the representative of their Sovereign, that His Excellency
sent a letter to the Hon. Mr. Bourinot, enclosing a fine steel engraving likeness of
himself, which he hoped that gentleman would ‘‘keep as a memento of the only
too short visit he paid to Sydney.”’

I
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place accordingly at the dockyard. His Excellency was received by
the Mayor and Corporation, Admiral Fanshawe in command of the
Fleet, then in harbor, Lieutenant Governor Archibald and his
lady, Archbishop Conolly, Bishop Binney, and other dignitaries of
the Church and State. To the address read by the Mayor, His
Excellency replied in a very happy extempore speech, thanking the
Mayor and citizens for the cordiality of their welcome to himself and
Lady Dufferin, and expressing the great pleasure his visit to Nova
Scotia and the magnificent harbor of Halifax had afforded him. From
all he had seen of the Province since his arrival, in visiting the coal
mines of Pictou and Cape Breton, he said he was deeply impressed
with the importance of the mineral wealth of the country, and of the
industries which he was pleased to find in so forward a state of deve-
lopment.

Their Excellencies were greatly delighted with the magnificent
scenery of Cape Breton, the harbor of Louisburg and the eastern coast
of Nova Scotia.

Pursuing his settled plan of seeing and learning all he could of
the people, institutions, industries, and capabilities of the various
Provinces under his rule, His Excellency, most effectively assisted
by the Countess of Dufferin, spent a most active life in Halifax and
the surrounding country. The bitterness of the anti-confederate feel-
ing had not yet wholly disappeared, and the dominant desire of the
Governor General seemed to be to apply balm to the wounded spirits
of many most excellent men, whose opposition to Confederation had
been inspired by their warmth of attachment to their beautiful Pro-
vince, and to pour oil on the waters which were still in some degree
ruffled by the recollections of past acrimonies. But while thus engaged,
His Excellency had been, ever since the rising of Parliament on the
23rd May, exposed to the insinuations of a press which, however,
he understood too well to respect or fear. His course on the Pacific
Railway matter was being assailed in the most uncourteous terms,
though, as yet, he had done or said little or nothing to warrant the
suspicions entertained, or professed to be entertained, by this press.
Advice had been tendered to him by public prints, in the interests
of a violent partisanship, and even threats were levelled at him if he
presumed to deviate from the course which these ill-informed and
heated disputants chose to mark out for him. His Excellency had
left Ottawa under the conviction that as the meeting of Parliament on
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the 13th August was agreed to be a mere pro forma one, for the
sole purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee appointed by
the House, his presence would not be necessary, and he had there-
fore projected an extended visit to the Maritime Provinces. But the
disallowance of the Oaths Act,—the refusal of Messrs. Dorion and
Blake to act as Royal Commissioners,—the consequent virtual destruc-
tion of the Committee,—the publication of the McMullen correspon-
dence and the counter statements, and the confusion which would on
these accounts necessarily attend the adjourned meeting of the House,
rendered his presence on the occasion imperative. He, therefore,
determined to leave Halifax in time to reach Ottawa and open the
Session in person.

But before leaving, an opportunity was afforded him of giving
expression to some of his views on the duties, responsibilities and
powers of a Governor General of Canada. Having been invited to
dine with the Halifax Club on the 8th August, he accepted the
invitation. Dr. Almon, President of the Club, presided, His Excel-
lency being on his right, and his Honor the Lieutenant Governor of
Nova Scotia, Mr. Archibald, on his left. Admiral Fanshawe, Sir
William Young, the Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, and Senator Mac-
pherson were among the invited guests. The toast of the evening
was given by the Chief Justice.*

¢In a Province like ours, now a component part of the expanding and vast
Dominion, stretching from sea to sea, containing in its bosom the promise of a
great future, the germs of a mighty empire moulded upon and attached to British
institutions, the Representative of our Queen, I trust, will always be greeted with
an enthusiastic and cordial welcome, more especially when as now he brings in
his right hand the fair partner of his home, the impersonation of grace and beauty,
entering with genuine zest into our amusements and lending new fascinations to the
dance.

Since Canada began to assume real importance, we have seen a long, and, T
might add, an illustrious line of able and distinguished men filling the high post
which is now in the hands of our noble guest. Lord Durham, just before, and
Lord Sydenham, at the birth of, the Union of the Canadas, succeeded by Lords
Metcalfe, Elgin, Monck and Lisgar, and now by the Earl of Dufferin, form a
galaxy of statesmen, shewing the high estimation in which the office of Governor
General of this splendid Colony is held by the Mother Country,—and her deter-
mination to govern us through the medium of her best and choicest spirits. Greece,

the great colonizer of the ancient, as Britain is of the modern, world, used to send

’
—

* Departing from his usual course, the author has, on account of the exceptional
excellence of this speech, reproduced it in full.
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out with her colonists a portion of the sacred fire which burned upon heraltars, to
be ever preserved as a pure and living image of the institutions, the memories,
and the beliefs of the Fatherland. But in place of this grosser and more material
symbol, the Queen sends us as her representative a mature and experienced states-
man, to imitate her virtues, to engage the esteem and win the afections of her
subjects on this side of the Atlantic, as she rules the hearts of her own people at
home ; and be here, also, the living exemplar of the independence of character, the
true nobility of thought, and the delicate and high sense of honor which are the
pride and glory of the public men who make England what she is.

The Earl of Dufferin has given to the world a striking picture, while cruising
in ‘High Latitudes,” finely conceived and wrought out, of the peak of San Mayar
piercing the sky, and making itself sublimely visible through the grey and murky
atmosphere of those northern regions. He hailed it with delight ; and the adven-
turous mariner kept his eye steadily fixed on it; and now, when His Excellency is
embarked on a sea of political currents and vicissitudes, where the waters boil and
fret below, his parliamentary training and other antecedents assure us that, in
discharging the high functions of a Constitutional Governor, there will still be an
elevated point, a guiding star, to which his aims will be directed, and which will
preserve untarnished the dignity of the Crown tnd his own personal honor.

No one can retire from a conference with the Earl of Dufferin, when his heart is
open, and the true purposes of his administration revealed, without admiration of his
far-seeing sagacity, and a firm conviction that he means to do what is just and
right. A British nobleman cannot afford to have the slightest smirch on his
escutcheon, and we may rest assured that the noble Earl will zealously and success-
fully guard the purity of his own. I beg to propose asa toast: ¢The Earl of
Dufferin and his accomplished Countess,—health and happiness to them both.’”

To this exceedingly happy address His Excellency replied, in
a speech which has ever since been extolled throughout the length
and breadth of the Dominion, and is justly considered one of his best
efforts. Its manliness and warmth fired the Canadian heart, exhibited
as they were at a time when many men situated as he was would have
hidden their true opinions under a cloud of platitudes, which might be
interpreted to suit any and all parties. The ardentlove of Constitutional
Government,—the firm determination to keep this as his guiding
star,—the expression of his determination to extend an unswerving,
unhalting loyalty to the Ministers, whom the voice of the people had
designated, as his proper and only advisers, at least until they had
been proven unworthy of his confidence, all combined to mark Lord
Dufferin as an able and most just ruler. After a few preliminary
remarks, he said :

¢¢ GENTLEMEN,—If anything were wanting to enhance the honor done me, it
would be found in the eloquent and most kind and considerate terms in which the
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health of the Countess of Dufferin and myself has been proposed by the Chief
Justice. When I first arrived amongst you I was of course a stranger to all but a
very few, and, although with her traditional loyalty, your city was prepared to pay
every proper mark of respect to the Representative of Her Majesty, you have made
us feel that, as our acquaintance improved, a sentiment of personal kindness and
good-will has begun to mingle in daily increasing proportions with the official hos-
pitalities with which we have been overwhelmed. (Great cheering.) Of course,
these indications of your friendliness and indulgence are very gratifying to my feel-
ings, nor can you be surprised that I should reciprocate your good-will in even a
still warmer manner. (Cheers.) Iam sure I shall ever look back to my visit here
as a most pleasurable reminiscence. Independent of the advantages I have enjoyed
of becoming acquainted with the material aspects and characteristics of the chief
city of one of the most important Provinces of the Dominion, I have been able to
make the personal acquaintance of almost all your eminent citizens, your politi-
cians, your clergy, your judges, and the heads of those various interests and profes-
sions which maintain the intellectual vitality and minister to the commercial pros-
perity of this the capital of Eastern North America. As a consequence, I feel that
henceforth I shall be able to examine with a warmer sympathy and a far more in-
telligent appreciation than heretofore, such problems affecting your welfare as may
from time to time be submitted to the consideration of my Government at Ottawa.

And here, gentlemen, I should be disposed to conclude thisimperfect expression
of my thanks, were I not desirous of conveying to my friend the Chief Justice the
great gratification I have derived from the remarks which have dropped from him
in regard to my official position as Governor General of this great Dominion.
Gentlemen, I am well aware that this is, as it were, a domestic festival, and that
nothing could be more inopportune than the slightest allusion to any political topic,
but I may be permitted to say this much in reference to what has fallen from the
Chief Justice, that, if there is one obligation whose importance I appreciate more
than another, as attaching to the functions of my office, it is the absolute and para-
mount duty of maintaining not merely an outward attitude of perfect impartiality
towards the various parties into which the political world of Canada, as of the
Mother Country, is divided, but still more of preserving that subtle and inward bal-
ance of sympathy, judgment and opinion that should elevate the Representative of
your Sovereign above the faintest suspicion of having any other desire, aim, or am-
bition than to follow the example of his Royal Mistress in the relations which she
has constantly maintained towards Her Ministers, Her Parliament and Her people—
(tremendous cheering), to remember every hour of the day that he has but one duty
and but one office—-to administer his government in the interests of the whole Cana-
dian people, and of the Dominion at large. (Great cheering.) Of course, gentlemen,
having been but one brief year in the country, my charactel and my sentiments in
these respects can scarcely be known, and there is always a danger during the fer-
vor of those political controversies—which seem to be conducted by the Press of
Canada with peculiar animation—(great laughter)—of unauthorized references being
made to the Governor General’s supposed sentiments, opinions and intentions, which
would convey to the uninstructed reader a very erroneous impression of the conduct
and the attitude of the Chief of the State.
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Gentlemen, I do not make this remark by way of complaint. If there is any
person in Canada who has been kindly and considerately dealt with by the Press,—
to whom the Press of every political complexion has shown indulgence and good-
will, it is myself; and it is a most natural, and by no means an uncomplimentary
circumstance, that the organs of different shades of opinion should persuade them-
selves that the Governor General must necessarily be of their way of thinking and
see through their spectacles (laughter) ; but what I wish to say once for all, and I
do not care how widely this remark is disseminated, is this, that there is no human
being who is authorized to make any statement or suggestion as to what my opin-
ions or sentiments may be in respect of any political topic, or who has ever been
in a position, or is likely to be in a position, to make anything approaching to a
conjecture upon points of this description. It is true my object and my desire is to
inform my mind upon every subject affecting the interests of the country by conver-
sation and by discussion with any one who can afford me instruction or information,
and it would be very unfortunate for me if this freedom of intercourse with all
classes and parties in Canada, from which I derive so much benefit and pleasure,
should be trammelled by the dread lest this casual intercourse should become the
foundation for inference, comment or conjecture in the Press. No, gentlemen, I
understand my duty too well ever to allow my judgment or my sympathies to be
surprised into political partizanship. My one thought and desire is the welfare of
Canada as a whole ; to maintain her honor, to promote her prosperity, to do my
duty by her and her entire people, is the sole object of my ambition. When I con-
verse with your public men, it scarcely ever occurs to me to remember to what
political party they belong. I only see in them persons devoting themselves, each
according to his lights, to the service of his country. My only guiding star in the
conduct and maintenance of my official relations with your public men is the Parlia-
ment of Canada— (cheers)—in fact, I suppose Iam the only person in the Dominion
whose faith in the wisdom and in the infallibility of Parliament is never shaken.
(Great laughter.) Each of you, gentlemen, only believe in Parliament so long as
Parliament votes accordingto your wishes (cheers) and convictions ; I, gentlemen,
believe in Parliament, no matter which way it votes (laughter), and to those
men alone whom the absolute will of the Confederated Parliament of the Dominion
may assign to me as my responsible advisers can I give my confidence. (Cheers.)
Whether they are the heads of this party or that must be a matter of indifference to
the Governor General. So long as they are maintained by Parliament in their
positions, so long is he bound to give them his unreserved confidence, to defer to
their advice, and loyally to assist them with his counsels. (Applause.) When-
ever in the vicissitudes of parly warfare they are replaced by others (laughter) he
welcomes their successors with an equally open and loyal regard. Such private
friendships as he may have formed he will have a right to retain. (Hear, hear ) As
a reasonable being he cannot help having convictions upon the merits of different
policies. (Hear.) But these considerations are abstract, speculative, devoid of
practical effect on his official relations. (Cheers.) As the head of a Constitutional
State, as engaged inthe administration of Parliamentary Government, he has no
political friends—still less need he have political enemies (great cheering); the
possession of either—nay even to be suspected of possessing either—destroys his use-
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fﬁlness. (Cheers.) Sometimes, of course, no matter how disconnected his personality
may be from what is taking place, hisname will get dragged into some controversy,
and he may suddenly find himself the subject of criticism by the Press of whatever
party may for the moment be out of humor (laughter), but under these circumstances
he must console himself with the reflection that these spasmodic castigations
(laughter) are as transitory and innocuous (great laughter) as the discipline applied
occasionally to their idol by the unsophisticated worshippers of Mumbo Jumbo
(immense laughter), when their harvests are short, or a murrain visits their flock.
(Cheers.) For, gentlemen, of this I am certain, that, although he may sometimes
err in his judgment, or fail in serving you as effectually as he might desire, a
Viceroy who honestly seeksto do his duty (cheers), to whom the interests of Canada
are as precious and her honor as dear as his own (immense cheering), who steers,
unmoved, an even course, indifferent to praise or blame, between the political con-
tentions of the day (cheers), can never appeal in vain to the confidence and gene-
rosity of the Canadian people. (Immense applause).”

The time of their Excellencies in Halifax had been spent in visit-
ing the various public institutions of the City,—in attending a yacht
race,—a dinner at the Yacht Club,—drawing room theatricals,—
a public pic-nic,—a review and field day,—a grand civic banquet and
ball,—a promenade concert,—a cricket match,—a ball on board the
Royal Alfred, the Flag Ship of Admiral Fanshawe, and in other
gatherings by means of which they had been afforded frequent
opportunities of mixing with all classes of the people.

. Finding his presence at Ottawa at the opening of the adjourned
session, on the 13th August, indispensable, His Excellency, leaving
the Countess on board the Druid at Halifax, left that city for the seat
of Government on the evening of the gth August by the Steamer
Nestorian, bound to Montreal. He was attended to the dock by an
immense torch-light procession : the prominent places of business in
the route of the procession were decorated and illuminated. Dense
crowds of people filled the thoroughfares, and greeted the distin-
guished departing guest with enthusiastic cheers. A military guard
of honor received His Excellency on the dock. All the wharves in
the vicinity were lined with citizens, who made the welkin ring with
their cheers as the Nestorian steamed out of the harbor.

His Excellency reached Ottawa on the morning of the eventful
13th day of August. A number of members of the Commons had
already arrived. A few hours after the Governor General’s arrival,
he was attended by the First Minister, Sir John Macdonald, who
formally submitted to him the unanimous advice of the Ministers that
Parliament should be prorogued. His Excellency considered it
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the only proper course to adopt, but he required the assurance that
Parliament should again meet within a short time,—six or eight weeks.
To this Sir John Macdonald made no objection,—in fact he had
himself suggested the same course.

The House was to be convened at 3 p.m. At one o’clock, His
Excellency was informed that a deputation of members of Parliament
were desirous of waiting on him for the purpose of presenting a memorial
against prorogation. They were introduced by Mr. Cartwright, who
placed in the hands of His Excellency a memorial signed by ninety-
three members of the House, praying that Parliament be not pro-
rogued until the House of Commons “ should have had an opportunity
of taking such steps as it may deem necessary and expedient with
reference to this important matter,”—the investigation into Mr. Hun-
tington’s charges. His Excellency declined to accede to this request,
first verbally, and afterwards his reply was given in writing.*

During the morning of the 13th August, four of the members of
the Pacific Committee, Messrs. Cameron, Blanchet, Blake and
Dorion, had met, and adjourned until the next day,—having done
nothing.

At half-past three o’clock, the Speaker took the chair. Mr. Mac-
kenzie immediately rose amid great interruption and confusion, and
though constantly interrupted by cries of ¢ Order,” ¢ Order,” ¢ Privi-
lege,” ¢ Privilege,” moved the following resolution, seconded by Mr.
Holton :

¢¢ That the House, during the present Session, ordered an enquiry by a com-
mittee of its own into certain grave charges in connection with the granting of the
charter and the contract for the construction of the Pacific Railway, which, iftrue,
seriously affect the official honor and integrity of His Excellency’s Constitutional
Advisers, and the privilege and independence of Parliament: that the investiga-
tion thus ordered has, so far, not been proceeded with, owing to circumstances not
anticipated when the enquiry was ordered ; and that it is the imperative duty of this
House, at the earliest moment, to take such steps as will secure a full Parliament-
ary enquiry : that constitutional usage requires that charges of corruption against
Ministers of the Crown should be investigated by Parliament, and that the assumption
of that duty by any tribunal created by the Executive would be a flagrant violation
of the privileges of this House, and that this House will regard as highly reprehen-
sible any person who may presume to advise His Excellency to prorogue Parlia-
ment before it shall have had an opportunity of taking action in the premises, inas-
much as such prorogation would render abortive all the steps taken up to the
present time,—would inflict an unprecedented indignity on Parliament, and produce
great dissatisfaction in the country.”

* The full text of this memorial and of His Excellency’s reply will be found
post in his despatch to the Earl of Kimberley of 15th August.
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A scene of confusion, noise and unseemly conduct now took place,
which formed a melancholy commentary on the loud professions of a
party which have ever been ready to demand constitutional practice
from their opponents, and as ever ready to trample it under foot when
it did not run with their momentary desires.

Mr. Speaker rose to quiet the tumult. The House resounded
with the repeated cries of ¢ Privilege,” *Privilege,” ¢ Order,”
‘¢ Order,” and he was inaudible except to those near him. - He was
in fact announcing that the Usher of the Black Rod was at the door
with a message from His Excellency. Every one knew that the
Governor General was at the moment waiting in the Senate Chamber
for the attendance of the Commons, in order to prorogue the House.
But Mr. Mackenzie, the leader of the Opposition, continued :

¢¢ Nomessage shall interrupt me. Istand here representing a counstituency in this
Province, and, I have reason to believe, the opinions of a very large number of
people throughout the country. I propose to call the attention of the House to
circumstances affecting the independence of Parhament. There is nothing in the
circumstances which justifies His Excellency in proroguing Parliament for the
purpose of preserving an accused Ministry, and I propose hereafter to proceed with
the discussion of this matter to which our attention has been called on previous

oceasions. I have placed this motion in your hands because I have heard it is the
intention to prorogue this House.”

At this juncture the Sergeant-at-Arms came forward and announced
the attendance of the Usher of the Black Rod at the door of the
Commons. Mr. Speaker rose amid loud cries of Privilege,”
¢ Privilege,” which continued despite his command to the House to
maintain order. The Usher was admitted, but, owing to the hissing
and cheering in the House, his message was heard by none except
those in his immediate vicinity. After his departure, Mr. Speaker
communicated His Excellency’s message to the House, and imme-
diately leaving the chair, amidst such a babel of groans, hisses and
uproar as was never before witnessed in the Dominion House, he,
followed by the members of the. Government, the few of. their suppor-
ters who were present, and the officers of the House, took his way to
the Senate Chamber, where the House was prorogued by His Excel-
lency until Monday, the 23rd day of October then next.

Immediately after the prorogation, a meeting of the Opposition
members of the House was held in the Railway Committee Room,
which may be aptly termed an  Indignation Meeting.” Were it not
that the principles of Constitutional Government are deeply involved
in the proceedings connected with the Pacific Railway charges, no
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allusion would here be made to this meeting, but the deliberate
utterances of the leaders of a party claiming to be par excellence the
“ Liberal ”” party of the Dominion, expressed after an hour’s quiet dis-
cussion with His Excellency,—after hearing from his ownlips the
unanswerable arguments in favor of prorogation which he subsequently
condensed in his written reply to their memorial, and after a discussion
of months in the public press, must be taken as their settled opinions
on the duties of a Governor General. That these opinions are utterly
subversive of Constitutional Government, and if acted upon would
degrade the rule of the country to a “personal” one, and render the
Executive, to a dangerous extent, independent of his Ministry, and
therefore of the people, will doubtless now be admitted by all students
of Constitutional history. But itis well the country should be reminded
that the very party through whose invaluable agitation Responsible
Government was secured by the noble reformers of the Baldwin School
are ever ready to cast its principles to the winds when their application
does not suit their present needs. The conduct of this party on this
occasion, and in the Province of Quebec in 1878, (which will be
noticed in its proper place) stamps them as “ Liberals” only in an
usurped name. Mr. Holton said:

¢ They knew that the most unheard of indignity had been cast upon Parliament
by the Representative of the Crown, advised by his Ministers.”

Mr. Mackenzie argued that as ninety-three members had signed
the memorial against prorogation, and as several supporters of the
Government had privately expressed their disapprobation of His
Excellency’s course, there was in fact a majority of the House against
prorogation, and that the opinion of this majority thus expressed should
have been followed by His Excellency. This proposition bears its
own refutation with it. He is thus reported :

¢« He might say that in addition to the ninety-three members who had signed the
memorial, some of whom had been supporters of the Government,—he might say
that he had been spoken to by some Conservative gentlemen who had told him that
they thought it was an improper act on the part of the Government to prorogue
Parliament, and that if they did not join with the Opposition in signing the docu-
ment, it was because they had made a special remonstrance themselves. A number
of those gentlemen who had always supported the Government had thought that
the contemplated outrage was so great that it was impossible that it could be com-
mitted, and it was one which could not possibly be submitted to. The Ministry
had therefore a majority against them,—a majority larger than they had ever had in
the House.* * * In this instance, to shield members against whom a primd facie
case had been made out, the privileges of Parliament had been infringed.* * * * It
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would now become them to do nothing which could detract from their position,
and at the same time to take such steps to obtain the opinion of the country as
would convince His Excellency that he had been most grievously misinformed.” *

Mr. Blake was more guarded. He denounced the act of proro-
gation, but he made no charge against His Excellency, and thus far
he respected the principles of Constitutional Government, while Mr.
- Mackenzie directly fastened the so-called outrage on His Excellency
himself. Mr. Blake said :

“ They were met by the question whether the right of Parliament to try such
crimes was to be taken away. The Crown had prorogued the House on the advice
of Ministers. Them I charge, and them I call upon the country to condemn.* * * I
maintain that the course of justice qught not to have been interrupted by the proro-
gation, and should be resumed at the earliest moment, at which this tribunal re-
assembles.”

Hon. Mr. Cauchonf said :

¢ It was known that the privileges of Parliament had been encroached on to-day 3
and I will go further and say that the Crown had no right to interfere with the pri-
vileges of Parliament. I move the following resolution : i

¢ Resolved—That the prorogation of Parliament without giving the House of
Commons the opportunity of prosecuting the enquiry it had already taken was a
gross violation of the privileges and independence of Parliament, and of the rights
of the people.””

Mr. Mills § entirely concurred in the resolution :

¢ Tt seems to me that there had been a departure from the Constitutional system.
The Crown was seeking advice from the Ministry in a matter which affected them-
selves.” )

Hon. Mr. Cartwright,|| Mr. Burpee,§ Mr. Laflamme,** Hon. Mr.
Smith, T+ Mr. Huntington, {{ Dr. Forbes, Mr. McDonnell (Inverness),
Mr. Cunningham (Marquette), Mr. Coffin,|||| the Hon. Mr. Letellier de
St. Just,§§ Hon. Mr. Christie,*** Mr. Goudge, Mr. Fiset, Mr. Rymal,
Hon. Mr. Young, Mr. Jetté, and Mr. Anglintit all spoke in the same
strain.

* Parliamentary Debates, 1873, page t+ Now Sir Albert James Smith,

211—Library of Parliament. Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
+ Now Lieutenant Governor of Mani- 11+ Now Post Master General.
toba. il Now Receiver General.
+ Now Minister of the Interior. §§ Now Speaker of the Senate.
|| Now Finance Minister. *** Now Lieut. Governor of Quebec.
§ Now Minister of Customs. 11t Now Speaker of the House of Com-

** Now Minister of Justice. mons.
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The Hon. Mr. Smith said :

It appears to me that the present was just the case in which the Crown was
called upon to interpose its prerogative against the advice of the Ministry., The
reason given for the exercise of the prerogative to-day had no justification.”

Mr. Christie said :

‘I have no doubt that the privileges of Parliament have been trampled on to-
day. Mr. Mackenzie has been used in the most arbitrary manner when he had thig
day risen in his seat in Parliament. I believe in the sense of the resolution before
the meeting, and I hope it will not take any notice of the report of the Commission,
and I hope that Mr. Huntington will not attend before that Commission to give
evidence. The Ministers are incompetent to advise the Governor General, and I
think the Governor General was wrong in taking their advice.”

That these declarations are in direct antagonism to the trie prin-
ciples of Constitutional Government is shown so conciusively by His
Excellency’s own account of the Pacific Railway difficulty given by him
in his now historical and remarkably able despatch, No. 197, to the
Earl of Kimberley, dated the 15th August, two days aficr the pro-
rogation, that at the risk of some repetition, it is reproduced in full.
No. 197.

CANADA, August 15, 1873.

My Lorp,—I have the honor to state, for your Lordship’s information, that
at half-past three of the afternoon of Wednesday, the 13th instant, I prorogued
Parliament.

As this event is likely to be regarded with dissatisfaction by one of the great
political parties in this country, and has been already animadverted upon in no
measured terms by a portion of the Canadian press, I propose to give your Lordship
a full account of the circumstances under which it has taken place.

Although I have already acquainted your Lordship from time to time with
everything which has occurred in connection with the grant of the Pacific Railway
Charter, as well as with the proceedings in and out of Parliament to which it has
given rise, it may be well to preface my intended statement by a brief recapitula-
tion of its previous history.

The scheme of a Canadian line of railway from the Atlantic to the Pacific first
acquired a practical character in 1871, when its construction within ten years from
that date became one of the conditions on which British Columbia covenanted to
enter into Confederation.

The first move towards the realization of the project seems to have been initiated
not by a Canadian, but by an Englishman of the name of Waddington, who, after
broaching his proposals in Toronto and elsewhere, apparently without success,
eventually succeeded in obtaining the co-operation of a number of capitalists in
Chicago and New York, most of whom, though not all, were interested in the
¢« Northern Pacific Railway,” a United States line connecting at Lyndon with the
continental system, which it is intended to carry across the Northernmost States of
the Union to a port on the Pacific; and which will consequently run parallel—
though at alower latitude and over a wider arc—with the proposed Canadian line.
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A deputation from these gentlemen seem to have visited Ottawa in the autumn
of 1871, and to have had an interview with some members of the Canadian Govern-
ment, by whom they were informed that the time for entering into negotiations for
the construction of the railway had not arrived. For several months no other pro-

position was received by the Government, but it is stated by Sir Frasncis
No. 1. Hincks; in a letter of which I append a copy, that, being in Montreal in
the month of July of the same year, he met Sir Hugk Alian, and, giving him the
names of some of the Americans who had made these advances, expressed his regret
that a work of such importance should fall into the hands of foreigners, Acting
upon this suggestion, Sir /ugh Allan turned his attention to the matter, and even-
tually, in conjunction with these American gentlemen and some Quebec friends of
his own, formed a company for the prosecution of the work. But as the Session of
1872 approached, it became evident that the admission of parties connected with
the American Pacific to a share in the contract for the Canada Pacific was become
unpopular, and, Parliament appearing to share this feeling, it was announced by
the Government to Sir Z#gk Allan that no proposals emanating from an American
Company would be entertained.

On this intimation, Sir Hugh Allan appears to have addressed himself to the
organization of a purely Canadian Company, and gave to the Government the most
positive assurances that he had entirely dissociated himself from his American
friends.

In the meantime another Company had been formed in Toronto called the
¢ Interoceanic Company,” of which Mr. Macpherson, a gentleman of very high
standing and character, and a Dominion Senator, was chairman.

During the ensuing Session—that is, in the spring of 1872—both the Companies,
the ¢ Interoceanic ”” and ¢¢ Canada Pacific,” as Sir Hugh’s was now called, obtain-
ed Acts of Incorporation, and, at the same time, an Act of Parliament was passed
enabling the Government to enter into a contract with one or other of the above-
mentioned Companies, or with an amalgamation of the two, or, if they should see
fit, to grant a Royal Charter to a new and altogether distinct company,
agreement should be found impossible with those already in existence.

The terms which Government was authorized to grant to whatever Company
undertook the contract were settled in the last Parliament, and will already have
been communicated to your Lordship by my predecessor, Lord Lisgar, who, up to
this time, was still in office ; but it may be convenient to mention that the princi-
pal concessions consisted of a grant, under certain conditions, of 50,000,000 acres
of land, in alternate blocks along the line, and of a subsidy of $ 30,000,000 (say
46,000,000 sterling). Of this sum, the interest of 42,250,000, which, by the
transference of the fortification loan to the same account,
43,800,000, was guaranteed by the Imperial Government.

The session closed on the 14th June. = Parliament was dissolved on the Sth July.
On the 25th June I arrived in this country, and became personally cognizant of
many of the events I now proceed to record.

From the 15th July to the 12th October the elections were being held.
As soon as they were concluded, Sir $0kn Macdonald returned to Ottawa,

in case an

became eventually

and the
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Canadian 'Pacific Railway became a frequent topic of conversation between us.
My Government never seem to have favored the idea of giving the contract to
either of the rival companies, who were then competing for the preference. In
Senator Macpherson’s company an Ontario interest was very strongly represented.
In Sir Hugh Allar’s a Quebec interest predominated. The contemplated under-
taking would evidently tax the resources of the country to the utmost. It would
be undesirable, therefore, Sir F/4zn argued, that any Canadians desirous of putting
their shoulders to the wheel should be excluded, and a fusion of the two Companies—
as provided for in their incorporation acts, and contemplated by the Act of Parliament
—was the object to be attained. Into the intricate and somewhat obscure negoti-
ations which then ensued between Mr. Macpherson and Sir Hugh Allan, at the

instance of my Government, I need not enter. They are sufficiently
No. 2. displayed in the Blue Book which I subjoin, and which I have marked for
reference. It suffices to say that, notwithstanding Sir Jokn Macdonald’s efforts to
bring the parties to an understanding, the negotiation altogether failed, principally,
as it was alleged on the one side, because Sir Z/ugh Allar had not really broken
off his connection with the American interest, and, on the other, because Mr.
Macpherson was not willing to recognize the claims to the chairmanship of Sir #.
Allan, whose pretensions my Government were disposed to favor, in consideration,
as they stated, not only of his influential position in the Province of Quebec, but
as having been the first Canadian in the field to associate himself with the enter-
prise.

In reference to this point, I may observe that, although I have no means of
knowing either when or to what extent my Ministers may have pledged themselves
to favor Sir Hugh Allan’s election to the chairmanship, the selection of such a
person, the originator of the Oceanic line of communication between Great Britain
and Canada, a gentleman who might fairly be regarded as the representative
capitalist of the Dominion, and who would be more likely than any other to make
an impression upon the English money market, was a choice which, at that time,
few seemed disposed to question,

Baffled in their efforts to effect the amalgamation they desired, Sir Fo/kn
Macdonald and his colleagues announced their intention of promoting the forma-
tion of a new and independent Company, out of whatever elements of strength
were to be found throughout the Dominion, and shortly before the meeting of the
new Parliament in March, a Board of Directors was constituted, which included
not only some of the leading promoters of the two defunct companies, but repre-
sentative men from each of the Provinces of the Dominion. Of this Board, Sir
Hugh Allan seems to have been elected Chairman as a matter of course, and to
the company it represented the Charter was eventually issued.

In previous despatches I have already described to your Lordship the precau-
tions which were taken to prevent any American interest or foreign capital ever
obtaining control over the concern. I am not sufficiently conversant with railway
financing to assert, on my own authority, that the restrictions introduced into the
Charter, with this view, are sufficient for their purpose. Money, like water, has a
very narrow shoulder, and will find its way wherever it is likely to fructify,—but
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as far as I can judge, every reasonable precaution seems to have been taken. All
the Directors must be British subjects. The President and the majority of the
Directors must reside in Canada, and, though the shares are transferable, no transfer
can be made for the first six years without the consent of the Government, nor
after six years without the consent of the Directors,—the transfers in both cases
being registered in the books of the company. P

Another subject which seemed constantly to pre-occupy the mind of my Prime
Minister at this time was the necessity of preventing any one individual, or any one
interest, or combination of interests, whether represented by Sir Hugh Allan or
another, from acquiring a predominant influence on the directory. Here again I
am not sufficiently familiar with the arcana of Board-rooms to know whether the
adjustments on which Sir Fo/n relied were as effectual for the purpose as they
appeared to me to be, but I may observe that, although the scrutiny of Parliament
was directed under the light of subsequent events to these especial points, neither
House has expressed dissatisfaction with the provisions of the Railway Charter, or
the personnel of the governing body, On the contrary, up to the last moment of
the session, on repeated occasions, Parliament continued to manifest its confidence
in those who framed the one and constituted the other. If, therefore, as is alleged,
a corrupt modification of the Pacific Railway Charter to the advantage of Sir
Hugh Allan and his American friends, was the consideration for which these
personages squandered the enormous sums asserted to have been spent, it would
seem that they have scarcely obtained their money’s worth,—a result, I should
imagine, foreign to the experience of such shrewd men of business.

But though the Parliament of Canada thus unmistakeably ratified the Railway
policy of my Ministers its verdict on the subject was not destined to pass unchal-
lenged. On the 2nd of April, Mr. Zucius Seth Huntington, a distinguished
member of the House of Commons, startled his immediate auditory, as well as
the whole political world of Canada, by the unexpected introduction of the follow-
ing motion :

““Hon. Mr. Huntington moved, that Mr. Huntington, a member of the House,
‘“having stated in his place, that he is credibly informed and believes that he can
¢¢ establish by satisfactory evidence,—

¢ That, in anticipation of the legislation of last Session, as to the Pacific Rail-
“way, an agreement was made between Sir Hugk Allar, acting for himself, and
““certain other Canadian promoters, and G. W. McMullen, acting for certain
¢United States capitalists, whereby the latter agreed to furnish all the funds
““necessary for the construction of the contemplated Railway, and to give the
‘“former a certain per centage of interest, in consideration of their interest and
“¢position, the scheme agreed on being ostensibly that of a Canadian Company
¢ with Sir Hugh Allan at its head,—

¢“That the Government were aware that negotiations were pending between
¢¢these parties,—

‘¢ That subsequently, an understanding was come to between the Government
‘“and Sir Hugh Allan and Mr. Abbott, M.P.,—that Sir Hugh Allan and his
¢“friends should advance a large sum of money for the purpose of aiding the
‘“elections of Ministers and their supporters at the ensuing General Election,—and
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¢“that he and his friends should receive the contract for the construction of the
“““ Railway,—

¢ That accordingly Sir Hugh Allan did advance a large sum of money for the
¢ purpose mentioned, and at the solicitation, and under the pressing instances of
¢¢ Ministers,—

¢“That part of the moneys expended by Sir Hugh Allan in connection with the
‘“obtaining of the Act of Incorporation and Charter were paid to him by the said
¢United States capitalists under the agreement with him,—it is

‘¢ Ordered, That a Committee of seven Members be appointed to enquire into
““all the circumstances connected with the negotiations for the construction of the
¢ Pacific Railway,—with the legislation of last Session on the subject, and with the
¢ granting of the Charter to Sir Hugh Allan and others ; with power to send for
¢ persons, papers and records ; and with instructions to report in full the evidence
““ taken before, and all proceedings of said Committee”” —which was negatived.

As T have already remarked in a previous despatch, No. 116, May 3id, the
charge thus brought against my Government was very grave, viz. :—that they had
trafficked with foreigners in Canada’s most precious interests in order to debauch
the constituencies of the Dominion with the gold obtained as the price of their
treachery. In making these allegations, however, Mr. Huntingtorn did not enforce
them by any confirmatory statement or by the production of any prima facie proofs
of their validity. He merely read his motion and sat down. Neither Sir %o/n
Macdonald nor any of his colleagues having risen to address the House, a division
was taken without debate, which resulted in a majority of 31 for Government in a
House of 183.

Notwithstanding this display of their Parliamentary strength,—which I imagine
was put forward by way of protest against Mr. Huntington’s appeal to his own
mere psc dixii—my Government felt that the matter could not thus be disposed of,
and accordingly the next day Siv Jokn Macdonald gave notice of the following
motion which was carried on the ensuing Tuesday, April 8th :—

¢On motion of the Right Hon. Sir Jokn A. Macdonald, that a select Com-
““mittee of five members (of which Committee the mover shall not be one) be
“appointed by this House to enquire into and report upon the several matters
““ contained and stated in a Resolution moved on Wednesday, the 2nd April,
““instant, by the Hon. Mr. Zuntington, Member for the County of Shefiord,
¢ relating to the Canadian Pacific Railway, with power to send for persons, papers
¢“and records : to report from time to time, and to report the evidence from time
¢¢to time, and if need be to sit after the prorogation of Parliament.”

The Members to compose the Committee were then named by the House as
follows : Hon. Mr. Blanchet, Mx. Blake, and Hon. Messrs. Dorion (Napierville)
Macdonald (Pictou) and Cameron (Cardwell),

Of the five above mentioned gentlemen, three, viz.:—Mr. Cameron, Mr.
Macdonald, and Mr. Blanchef, may be regarded as regular supporters of the
administration, and two,—Mr. Blake and Mr. Dorion, as leading members of the
Opposition.

On the debate which took place on this motion, T am informed by my Prime
Minister,—and here I must remind your Lordship that I have no other means of
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acquainting myself with what takes place in the House, as I am precluded from
being present at its proceedings, and the newspaper reports are quite untrust-
worthy,—that Mr. Mackenzie, the leader of the Opposition, as well as Mr. Blake,
Mzr. Dorion and Mr. Foly, eminent members of the same party, expressed them-
selves of opinion that the evidence tendered should be on oath, and the former
gentleman further suggested, it being doubtful whether the Committee could sit
after the House was once prorogued, that a Bill should be introduced expressly
enabling it to do so. I shall have occasion subsequently to refer to this latter
circumstance. As the necessity for sworn testimony in respect of such grave
charges was generally obvious, an Oaths Bill was introduced into the House of
Commons on the 18th April,—was passed through the Senate on the 29th, and
received the Royal Assent on the 3rd May. The time occupied in getting this
measure through Parliament was pronounced unnecessarily long by many members
of the Opposition.

Into the motives which induced me to sanction the Oaths Bill, and into its
subsequent history, I need not enter, as the former are stated in my despatch of the
3rd May, (No. 116,) and the latter is recorded in your Lordship’s communica-
tion of June 3oth, (No. 198)—but I may observe in passing, that amongst other
respects in which my conduct has been criticized, the fact of my having communi-
cated to you by the first opportunity a certified copy of the Oaths Bill has been a
very general point of attack. I apprehend it will not be necessary to justify myself
to your Lordship in this particular. My law-adviser had called my attention to
the possibility of the Bill being illegal. Had perjured testimony been tendered
under it, no proceedings could have been taken against the delinquent, and if, under
these circumstances, I had wilfully witheld from the Home Government all
cognizance of the Act, it would have been a gross dereliction of duty. To those
in this country who have questioned my procedure it would be sufficient to reply,
that T recognise no authority on this side of the Atlantic competent to instruct the
Governor General as to the nature of his correspondence with Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State.

In the meantime the Committee had met, and on the 5th May had resolved,
amongst other things, ¢ That in view of the absence of Sir George Cartier and the
“Hon. ¥ F C. Abbott, and the impossibility of the investigation with which the
¢¢ Committee is charged being carried on in a proper manner without an opportunity
¢ being afforded these gentlemen of being present and hearing the testimony
¢“ adduced, it was advisable the Committee should adjourn until Wednesday, the
¢ 2nd day of July, if Parliament should be then in Session,”—a conclusion which
appears to have been arrived at in the Committee by a majority of three to two,
On the following day these recommendations were adopted by the House of
Commons, on a vote of 107 to 76.

The ordinary business of the Session being now nearly concluded, and it having
been admitted, I understand, by all parties, that the Committee could not sit after
prorogation, it was arranged that the House should adjourn to such a day beyond
the 2nd July as would enable the Committee to complete the investigation and to
frame their report. The date eventually determined on was the 1 3th August,
which was also settled as the day on which Parliament was to be prorogued.

K
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As the nature of the understanding at the time in respect of this latter event
has been warmly controverted, it is necessary that I should here acquaint your
Lordship with the facts of the case so far as I am cognizant of them. Early in
May,—1I forget the exact date,—Sir Fo/hn Macdonald waited upon me in my office,
and having communicated to me the arrangements contemplated for the conve-
nience of the Committee, informed me that he wished to take my pleasure asto the
date of prorogation, mentioning the 13th August as the one he desired to suggest.
Having received my assent to this proposal, he repaired to the House of Commons,
and announced from his place as leader of the House and the person responsi-
ble for the conduct of public business, that Parliament would be prorogued on the
13th August, stating—as he affirms—in the most distinct terms, that the ¢ re-assem-
¢ bly of Parliament on that day would be pro formd,—that no business would be
<« done beyond the reception of the report of the Committee, which could then be
¢ printed with the evidence, and go before the country,—that the Members would
¢¢ not be required to return, and that only the Speakers of the two Houses need be in
¢« their places.”’ —The only observation elicited by this announcement proceeded from
Mr. Holton, an Opposition Member, who remarked ¢ that to do any business
¢¢ there must be a quorum, and that he and a quorum would be there,””—to which
Sir Fokn informs me he replied, that ¢ if a quorum was necessary a sufficient
<« number of Members would be found in the neighborhood of Ottawa,”’—a quo-
rum consisting of the Speaker and nineteen others. It was upon this understand-
ing, Sir JoAn assures me, that the IHouse consented to adjourn, and in confirmation
of his assertion he has communicated to me the subjoined letter from Mr. Palmer,
the member for St. John:

¢ ST. JoHN, August 11, 1873.
«« Sir Fohn Macdonald, Minister of Fustice, Ottawa.

¢t SIr,—In consequence of statements that I understand have come from some
members of the Commons to the effect that there might be an actual Session of
Parliament at the adjournment on the 13th, to you, as the leader of the Government,
I beg to make the following statement by way of protest.

¢« T have to remind you that the House of Commons only consented to adjourn
to that time on your pledge openly given in the House that no business should be
transacted, nor would the attendance of members be required, as there would be
enough around Ottawa to make a quorum ; that Mr. Speaker would receive the
report of the Committee on the Huntington charges, so that it might be published,
and that then Parliament would be at once prorogued.

¢ If this promise had not been made, I do not believe the House would have
consented to any such adjournment. I certainly would not have given my consent
to any adjournment that would have put the country to an expense of a quarter of
a million dollars by bringing the Legislature together again.

« At all events, be that asit may, I feel that it would be dishonorable for
myself to attempt to do business at an adjournment of the House, at which my
colleagues had been told that no business would be done, and that they need not
attend, and therefore I must decline to do so ; and I protest at any attempt to do
business, and I require the Government to fulfil the pledge made to me and to
every member of the House, that Parliament would be at once prorogued.



1873] THE FEARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA, 147

¢ While T do this, I do not wish to interfere in any way with the right of the-
Government to call Parliament together whenever they think the exigencies of the
country require it ; they must be the judges of that, and be responsible for it ; but’
let that be done in the usual way, that all may understand that it is their duty to
attend ; and when I, together with all my colleagues, am so called upon, I trust
that I shall be found in my place, and I shall then feel that whether or not all my
colleagues attend, they will not have been kept away by a pledge that they would
not be required, and I could therefore honorably join in doing anythmg that the
House might consider for the interests of the country.

¢ I have the honor to be, &c.,
¢« A, L. PALMER,
¢ Member for the City and County of St. John.”

As far as my opinion is concerned, I am quite clear that it wasthe desire and ex-
pectation of Parliament that prorogation should take place at the time mentioned.
Every member must have known that Sir $/47’s announcement on the subject was
an intimation of the pleasure of the Crown through its official organ in the House,
and that the Prime Minister could only have made it after receiving my authority
to do so. Formerly, the intentions of the Sovereign on this subject were conveyed
to either Chamber by a written message, but though a verbal communication
through the First Minister has been now substituted, it does not render this latter
mode of communication less formal or official. Had, therefore, the House of Com-
mons desired to prolong the Session beyond the 13th August, its proper course
would have been to have communicated its wishes to me by an Address. Though
the fact that no motion to this effect was even suggested is sufficiently conclusive,
there are other circumstances which indicate, more or less-distinctly, the feeling of
the House. The motion originally appointing the Committee, and carried on the
8th April, ordered it to sit, ¢ if need were, after prorogation,” and more than
one member of the Opposition urged the propriety of a Bill being introduced to
enable it to do so. Clearly, therefore, when this motion was carried and these sug-
gestions made, the majority who passed the one and the individuals who proposed
the other must have contemplated the probability of the Report of the Committee
being considered, not in the present, but in a subsequent Session of Parliament.
Indeed, the mere fact of prorogation being fixed for the 13th August implies this
much, for it is not to be presumed that the House would have proceeded to con-
sider the Report, until both'it and the evidence upon which it was founded had been
printed and distributed to Members,—but to enable this to be done an interval of a
few-days, after Parliament had re-assembled and had received the report, would mani-
festly have been required before action could have been taken upon it. If, there-
fore, Parliament had contemplated considering the Report during the current Ses-
sion it would have desired a later day to be fixed for prorogation than that on which
the mere manuscript copy of the Report was to be laid on its table.

Again, when Mr. Dorion moved in amendment of the motion for the Com-
mittee’s adjournment to the 2nd July, that, ¢‘ inasmuch as the Committee will have
‘¢ no power either to enforce the attendance of witnesses or to compel them to give
¢¢ testimony without the action of this House, it is essential to the proper conduct
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¢ of the investigation that it should be prosecuted under circumstances that will
¢¢ admit of the prompt exercise of the authority of the House, it is therefore neces-
¢ sary that the House should sit on the day to which the Committee has leave to
¢ adjourn,” the House decided against him by a majority of 101 to 66,—one of
the representatives from British Columbia, as I am informed, protesting against
Members from the more distant Provinces in the Dominion being required to
return to Ottawa so late in the summer as the 2nd July.

But the intention of the House is still further exhibited by the following circum-
stance : During the Session a Bill was passed increasing the indemnity paid in
this country to Members of Parliament for their attendance. Into that Bill a
clause was introduced to the following effect : ¢¢ The said amendments shall apply
¢¢to the present Session of Parliament, and if either House shall adjourn for more
¢ than thirty days such adjournment shall, for the purposes of such act, be equiva-
¢«lent to a prorogation.” This provision was intended by its authors to enable
Members to receive their salaries and travelling expenses on the 23rd May, the
day on which Parliament adjourned, without having to wait for the 13th August,
the day named for prorogation. I may also mention that the same day, 7.c., on
the 23rd May, I came in State to the Senate Chamber to give my assent to the
Bills of the Session ; and in view of a Progress I intended to make through the
Maritime Provinces during the summer, I provided, before leaving Ottawa, for the
prorogation of Parliament by commission, in order to spare myself the labor and
fatigue of a journey of 2,400 miles for what I understood would be a mere formality.

From the foregoing narrative your Lordship will probably agree with me in the
conclusion that up to the time when the Houses adjourned, it was clearly the wish
and the expectation of Parliament that prorogation should take place on the 13th
August. And it is most natural that this should have been the case. The com-
mercial business and the agricultural operations of the year have to be crowded
into the five short months of summer. Almost every Member of both Houses in
this country is actively engaged in business pursuits requiring his personal atten-
dance. To be detained from home at this season implies not only extreme incon-
venience but pecuniary loss. Already the lateness of the current Session had bred
considerable discontent, and it had been expressly determined by the House that
in future the Session should never begin later thanthe first week of February. The
distance from Halifax to Ottawa is something like 1,200 miles, from Victoria in
British Columbia it is 4,000 miles. The re-assembly of Parliament in August, for
the transaction of business, would have cut up the entire summer, as far as many
members were concerned, and would have been more or less inconvenient to all
but those who reside within a day or two’s journey of Ottawa. The majority in
the House of Commons appear to have attached but little significance to Mr. Hunt-
ington’ s accusations, for they negatived his motion without even requiring my Min-
isters to reply to it, and I do not imagine that any one of them contemplated a
renewal of the Session on the I3th August. But, though the conduct of the
majority who confided in the Government is easily understood, the procedure of the
Members of the Opposition is more difficult to explain. They had in their posses-
sion, it is to be presumed, what they considered convincing proofs of the corruption
of Ministers. The matter had been referred to the adjudication of a committee,
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and, according to the theory of the prosecution, could have but one result. Strong
in these convictions, they should never have allowed the announcement of Proro-
gation to have passed unchallenged, but should have resorted to every means known
to the Constitution by which such a consummation could have been precluded.
Indeed, so obvious was their duty in this respect, that their opponents have attributed
to them a deliberate intention of allowing the dispersion of the majority to take
place sub silentio, with a view to the packing of a House with their own adherents
on the day to which it had adjourned, an operation to them exceptionally easy, as .
the parliamentary strength of the Ministers lies principally in the Maritime and out-
lying Provinces, while their own is close at home in the central region of Ontario
and Quebec. The subsequent publication in the newspapers of the documents now
known as the 4/an and McMullen correspondence is pointed to as having been a
move in aid of the same unworthy policy, by supplying a sudden and unexpected
pretext for insisting on the immediate intervention of Parliament at a time when the
Ministerial supporters were dispersed.

I do not, however, myself attach the slightest credit to this injurious insinua.
tion. Although, undoubtedly, party strife is conducted in this country with less
reticence and generosity than at home, and although the combatants ¢ strike below
the waistcoat”” more frequently than could be wished, my personal knowledge of
the leaders of the Opposition convinces me that such a design would be quite foreign
to their natures. My own opinion is, that, from first to last, they found themselves
impeded by the initial mistake in tactics,—as I ventured at the time to consider it,
—committed by Mr. Huntington in not re-enforcing his motion by the production
of some of the documents on which it was founded. Had he done so, Parliament
would undoubtedly have listened to him with greater respect, and Mr. Dorion’s
motion might perhaps have been carried ; for, though Mr. Huntington’s case is far
from being proved, no one can now deny that, if he was in possession of the AZa»
correspondence at the time he demanded his committee, he had a right to require an
investigation of the suspicious circumstances thus brought to his knowledge. The
premature disclosure of his hand could not have been the objection, for a sufficiency
of ‘¢ piéces justificatives’ for his purpose have since been produced. As it was, he
could not convince the House of the urgency of the affair, and, discouraged by their
repeated defeats, the Opposition, I imagine, gave up all hopes of being able to per-
suade Parliament to dispute the arrangements of the triumphant minister. Be that
as it may, it is certain that the day after the adjournment, most of the members of
both Houses dispersed themselves in different directions, some to their homes,
some to the States, and some to Europe, without any more intention of returning
to Ottawa, on the 13th August than myself.

On the 2nd July Mr. Cameron’s committee met in Montreal, but in the mean-
time I had received an intimation from your Lordship that the Oaths Bill had been
disallowed by the Queen in Council, and I had made the fact public by Proclamation.

Immediately on receipt of this intelligence, communications had passed between
Sir Jo/n Macdonald and myself as to the course to be pursued. Sir Fokz was
inclined to issue a Commission to the members of the Committee, but, as he hesit-
ated to do so from an unwillingness to expose the Crown to the rejection of its
mandate, I addressed him in the following terms :
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¢ THE CITADEL, QUEBEC, June 28th, 1873.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th. I am sure you are
¢¢ quite right not to allow the Committee to be postponed beyond the time origin-
‘¢ ally fixed for the opening of its proceedings.

¢ On the part of the Crown, I should have no objection to the offer of the
¢ Commission as you propose, and I think you may with perfect propriety actupon
¢“the assumption that the members of the Committee will accept the charge con-
¢ fided to them.” :

¢“The Government has stretched its legal conscience and encouraged Parlia-
‘“ ment, though not without warning, to exceed its legitimate powers in order to
¢¢ facilitate this enquiry. The obstacle now interposed is one with which you have
‘“no concern, and beyond your control. You propose to obviate the difficulty by
‘““the only means in your power,—but a means both legitimate and effectual. No
‘“one can doubt that for the purpose for which the Committee was originally con-
‘¢ stituted, its conversion into a Commission can make no practical difference. As
¢¢a Commission it will take evidence, and as a Committee it will report upon that
¢¢evidence to the House. It would be unreasonable to allege that in discharging
¢¢ this double function, and in acquiring, in addition to the powers delegated to it by
¢¢ Parliament, a technical authority at the hands of the Crown to take evidence on
¢¢ oath, it abates one tittle of its constitutional independence.”

Thus authorized, Sir $/» communicated with Mr. Cameron in the following
letter :—

¢““MONTREAL, July 2nd, 1873.

¢¢ Sir,—As the Act which would have enabled the Committee, now sitting in
¢ Montreal, of which you are Chairman, to examine witnesses on oath, has been
¢¢ disallowed, as being beyond the competence of the Canadian Parliament, I desire
““to renew to you as Chairman of the Committee the offer made by me on the
“ part of the Government on the floor of the House of Commons, to issue a Royal
¢ Commission addressed to the gentlemen forming the Committee which would
¢ confer upgn them all the powers given to the Committee by the House of Com-
“ mons, including the examination of witnesses under oath, and the power to send
“«for persons, papers and records, and containing the same provisions as to the
¢ yotes of the members of the Committee and yourself as Chairman, as was ordered
“by the House. The acceptance of this Commission will enable this Committee
“to proceed with the enquiry, and the examination of witnesses on oath without
¢any important delay. I shall cause a copy of this letter to be sent to each mem-

¢ ber of your Committee.
¢« ] have the honor to be,

¢Your obdt. servant,
“J. A. MACDONALD.
“To Hon. J. H. Cameron, &c., &c.
««P,S,—The Commission will contain a clause enjoining the Commissioners to

¢t report to the Speaker of the House of Commons.
« (Signed,) J. A. MACDONALD.”

The majority of the Committee are understood to have been willing to return
a favorable reply to this proposal, had their colleagues assented, but neither Mr.
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Dorion nor Mr. Blake considered themselves at liberty to accept the arrangement,
and stated their reasons in the following terms :—
70 the Right Honorable Sir Fohn A. Macdonald.

¢¢ Sir,~—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd
“¢inst., received this morning, enclosing a copy of a letter addressed by you to the
“Hon, ¥ H. Cameron, Chairman of the Special Committee of the House of Com-
‘“mons, now sitting in Montreal, in which you state that, as the Act which would
‘¢ have enabled the Committee to examine witnesses under oath had been disallowed,
‘“as being beyond the competence of the Canadian Parliament, you desire to re-
‘“new to him, as Chairman of the Committee, the offer made by you on the part
¢ of the Government to issue a Royal Commission, addressed to the gentlemen
¢ forming the Committee, which would confer upon them all the power given to
¢¢ the Committee by the House of Commons, including the examination of the wit-
““nesses by the Committee; but, as I understand your proposal, it is that the
¢ Government should give to the several members of the Committee named by.the
‘“House of Commons to enquire into the charge made against it a Commission to
“ enquire into the same charges, with power to examine witnesses under oath, and
“this with a view to carry out the intention of the House, to have this enquiry
‘“made under oath. Now I would beg to call to your attention that the Committee
““ was originally named on your own motion, as an ordinary Parliamentary Com-
‘¢ mittee, without reference to any authority to examine witnesses under oath, and
‘“that it was only on the suggestion of the Committee subsequently made, that the
““House and Senate unanimously passed the Oaths Bill, although on more than
‘‘one occasion you yourself made the suggestion, unheeded by the House, that a
¢ Commission might be issued instead of passing an Act to authorize the adminis-
““tering of oaths to the witnesses. This alone seems to me to be conclusive that
¢‘the House of Commons, whose nominee I am on the Committee, did not intend
““ that the enquiry should be carried on by a Commission appointed by the Execu-
‘“tive, and responsible as such only to that Executive. It seems to me, moreover,
¢ that the authority which is sought to be conferred on the Committee to examine
¢ witnesses under oath cannot be attained by the issue of a Royal Commission, for,
¢“although the Commissioners appointed might examine witnesses under oath, it
““would not be as members of the Committee appointed by the House that they
““would do so, but as Commissioners, whose decisions and proceedings would be
““subject to the supervision and control of the Executive, under whom they would
‘“hold their appointment, and not of the House. I have always been willing, as a
““ member of the House of Commons, to obey its commands in reference to any
¢ Parliamentary duties it might impose upon me ; in that view I did not shirk the
““arduous and unenviable position of a member of this Committee of Enquiry, as
““ being part of the labor and duty to which a member of Parliament is bound to
“‘submit ; but if, instead of moving for the appointment of a Committee by the
‘ House, the Government had proposed to name me on a Commission for the pur-
“ pose of this enquiry, I would then certainly have declined the proposed Com-
‘““mission. I cannot see why I should now accept it, when it seems to me that
““the effect of issuing such a Commission would be to supersede the Committee,
‘“and more especially in view of the declaration you made immediately before
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¢ the adjournment of the session in reference to Mr. Blake and myself, that we
¢ should not have consented to serve on the Committee, that men in our positions
¢‘in England would not have done so, and that you could not expect any fair play
¢“at our hands. This alone should be a sufficient reason why I humbly believe I
¢¢ should not be called upon to accept a Commission from the Government of which
¢ you are the head, after your public declaration, made in my absence, of my un-
¢ fitness to perform what the Commission would impose on me.

¢¢ I have the honor, &-c.,
(Signed,) “A. A, DorIoN.”

¢ MONTREAL, July 3.

¢¢ SIR,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd
‘¢ inst., enclosing a copy of a letter addressed by youto the Hon. Mr. Cameron,
¢¢ as Chairman of the Pacific Railway Enquiry Committee. I cannot agree in your
¢¢ statement that the acceptance of a Royal Commission would enable the Com-
¢ mittee to proceed with the enquiry and the examination of witnesses on oath.
¢¢ The Committee is, I believe, unanimously of opinion that the acceptance of the
¢¢ Commission would not enable the Committee to make progress, and that the
¢“action of the Commissioners (whether or not they be the same persons asthose who
¢¢ constitute the Committee) would be entirely disconnected from the action of the
¢¢ Committee. Sharing their opinion, I am called onto consider whether I should
¢¢ accept the offer made by the Government, of a Royal Commission addressed to
¢¢ the gentlemen 'who happen to be members of the Committee, calling on them to
¢ enquire into the matters of charge preferred in the statement of Mr. Huntington.
¢¢ I believe that it would be of evil consequence to create the precedent of a Govern-
“ meut issuing a Commission of enquiry into matters of a charge against itself,
¢¢ the Commissioners being, as they are, subject to the direction and control of the
¢ accused. I believe that the acceptance of such a Commission would be opposed
¢ to the sense of the House of Commons, as manifested by its action last session,
¢¢ and would, under present circumstances, be calculated to prejudice the enquiry
¢ ordered by the House, and to impair the full and efficient exercise of its most
<¢ ancient and important powers. The House of Commons does not, I think, ex-
s« pect that the Crown or any one else, least of all the members of its own Com-
¢ mittee, will interpose between itself and the great enquiry which it has under-
¢ taken. Apart from these and other difficulties, you have yourself interposed a
¢ barrier to my acceptance of your offer. During my absence from the House of
¢¢ Commons last session, you stated in your place that I had done wrong in not
¢¢ declining to fulfil the duty of Committeeman, which had been imposed on me by
¢¢ the House, that English statesmen in my- position—which however, you mis-stated
¢« —would have scorned to do as I had done, and that my speeches during the
¢ gession showed that your Government could not expect fair play from me on the
“ enquiry. I shall not condescend to reply to these statements, but I have to say
¢ that although I reluctantly came to the conclusion, that I wasnot free to decline
i to serve the House of which I am a member, I do not think it consistent with
¢ my self-respect to accept the Commission here offered by a Minister who has
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¢¢ chosen to so characterize my conduct. I-have sent a copy of this letter to Mr.
¢ Cameron for his information as Chairman of the Committee.
¢« I have, &c.,
¢¢ (Signed,) EDWARD BLAKE.
¢¢ The Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald.”

I do not presume to question for a moment the propriety of the course adopted

by these gentlemen. As members of the House of Commons, they may have had
a more acute appreciation of their Parliamentary obligations than had occurred
to my apprehension,—but I trust that your Lordship will not consider that I
acted wrongly in thus endeavoring to forward the enquiry by what I considered an
opportune expedient.
. The Committee being thus precluded from swearing in their witnesses, a motion
was made by Mr. Dorion, supported by Mr. Blake, that they should content
themselves with unsworn testimony, but the majority considering themselves
debarred from this course by the express instructions of the House upon the point,
they determined to adjourn until the 13th August.

This resolution was taken on the 3rd July. The day after there appeared in
the Montreal Herald a series of letters and telegrams written by Sir Hugh Allar
to a Mr. McMullen, and to a Mr. Smitk of Chicago, and to some unknown
person in the United States in reference to the Canadian Pacific Railway. The day
following a long statement on the same subject in the form of an affidavit was

issued by Sir Hugh Allan in another newspaper. I havealready
* had the honor of forwarding to your Lordship both these docu-
ments, but I think it well to append them to this despatch for convenience of
reference. It is not necessary for my present purpose that I should either analyze
or contrast the conflicting assertions observable in these productions. It will be
sufficient to note that not only does Sir Hugkh Allan admit upon oath that the
language of his letters is ‘¢ inaccurate,” but he also denies in?the most positive
manner the correctness of the inferences sought to be deduced from them. On the
whole, as far as I could gather from the tone of the press, and from conversation,
these revelations rather improved than otherwise the position of the Ministry. On
the one hand, Sir Hugh Allaw’s letters accounted for and justified Mr. Hunting-
ton’s pertinacity, on the other, his affidavit,—or rather, Sir Jokn Macdonala’s tele-
gram, quoted in the affidavit,—satisfactorily proved that, so far from yielding him-
self, or allowing his colleague, Sir George Cartier, to yield to the pressure put upon
him by Sir Hugh Allan in the height of the election contest, my Prime Minister
had required the immediate and complete cancelling of an arrangement favorable
to Sir Hughto which Sir George had evinced a willingness to subscribe. In
illustration of this point, I subjoin Sir George Cartier’s letter, as well as Sir Hugh
Allar’s reference to Sir Jokn Macdonald’s telegram concerning it.

[Cory.]

No. 3. and No. 4

“ MONTREAL, 30th July, 1872.
¢¢ DEAR SIR HUGH,— ’ ’

““I enclose you copies of telegrams received from Sir 04z A. Macdonald ;
““and with reference to their contents I would say that, in my opinion, the
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¢ Governor in Council will approve of the amalgamation of your Company with
¢“ the Interoceanic Company, under the name of the Canadian Pacific Railway
¢¢ Company, the Provincial Board of the amalgamated Company to be composed
¢ of seventeen members, of whom four shall be named from the Province of
¢ Quebec by the Canada Pacific Railway Company, four from the Province of
¢¢ Ontario by the Interoceanic Railway Company, and the remainder by the
¢ Government ; the amalgamated Company to have the powers specified in the
“ tenth section of the Act incorporating the Canada Pacific Railway Company,
¢ &ec., the agreement of amalgamation to be executed between the companies
¢¢ within two months from this date.

¢“The Canada Pacific Company might take the initiative in procuring the
¢¢ amalgamation ; and if the Interoceanic Company should not execute an agree-
¢ ment of amalgamation upon such terms and within such limited time, I think the
¢ contemplated arrangements should be made with the Canada Pacific Company
¢ under its charter.

¢ Upon the subscription and payment on account of stock, being made, as
¢¢ required by the Act of last session, respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway
¢ Company, I have no doubt but that the Governor in Council will agree with the
“ Company for the construction and working of the Canadian Pacific Railway
¢¢ with such branches as shall be agreed upon, and will grant to the Company all
¢¢ such subsidies and assistance as they are empowered to do by the Government
¢ Act. I believe all the advantages which the Government Act empowers the
¢ Government to confer upon any Company will be required to enable the works
¢¢ contemplated to be successfully carried through, and I am convinced that they
¢ will be accorded to the Company to be formed by amalgamation, or to the
¢¢ Canada Pacific Company, as the case may be.

“I would add that, as I approve of the measures to which I have referred in
¢¢ this letter, I shall use my best endeavors to have them carried into effect.

¢ Very truly yours,
(Signed,) ¢“GEO. E. CARTIER.”

Euxtract from Sir H. Allan’s affidavit of Fuly s5th.

«¢On the sanie day that I received the above letter from Sir George Cartier 1
¢ informed Sir $okn A. Macdonald of the contents of it, and asked for his
¢t sanction of the views which it contained. But he declined to concur in the
¢ terms of Sir George’s letter, telegraphing to him that he would not agree to them,
s and that he would come down to Montreal and confer with him respecting
¢them. Thereupon, I immediately informed Sir George Cartier that I should
¢¢ consider the letter addressed to me as being withdrawn ; and to my knowledge
¢ Sir George telegraphed Sir Fo4z that he had seen me, and that as he (Sir Fo/»n)
¢ objected to Sir George's letter, it had been withdrawn. I also telegraphed to
¢ Sir Fokn on the same day (July 31st) to the effect that I had seen Sir George
¢ Cartier, and that he (Sir F4#) might return my letter or regard it as waste



1873] THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 155

‘¢ paper, and that I was satisfied with the telegram of the 26th as expressive of the
‘¢ views of the Government.”

But any reaction in favor of the Government which might have thus set in was
more than counterbalanced by the appearance of another series of letters, which I
also re-append, and which are now generally known as the McMullen cor-
respondence. Amid these productions there have been introduced docu-
ments of a very compromising character, the one a letter from Sir George Cartier
asking for twenty thousand more dollars ($20,000 = £4,000 sterling), and the
other a telegram from Sir $04n Macdonald demanding an additional ten thousand
dollars ($10,000 = £2,000 sterling). These latter I subjoin :—

¢“MONTREAL, Aug. 24, 1872.

“ DEAR MR. ABBOTT,—In the absence of Sir Hugk Allan, I shall be obliged
“¢ by your supplying the Central Committee with a further sum of twenty thousand
¢¢ dollars upon the same conditions as the amount written by me at the foot of my
‘¢ letter to Sir Hugh Allan of the 3oth ultimo.

No. 3.

¢ GEORGE E. CARTIER.

“P.S.—Please also send Sir Fokn A. Macdonald ten thousand dollars more
‘ on the same terms.”

“ ToRONTO, Aug. 26th, 1872.
« To the Hon. J.J. C. ABBOoTT, St.Anne’s:—

«“ (Immediate, Private.)

¢ I must have another ten thousand ; will be the last time of calling ; do not
“ fail me ; answer to-day.
“JonN A. MACDONALD.”

But for the appearance of the foregoing documents, I doubt whether so great
an impression would have been produced on the public mind by the statement of
Mr. MeMullen. T myself have no knowledge of the gentleman, and have no right
to impeach his veracity, but it is manifest that many of his assertions are at va-
riance with Sir Hugh Allan’s sworn testimony, while others have been contradicted
by gentlemen whose credibility it would be difficult to impugn. Even with regard
to the documents themselves, it is to be observed that they were neither addressed
to Mr. McMullen nor to any one with whom' he was associated, and that they could
scarcely have come into his possession by other than surreptitious means. They do
not therefore necessarily connect themselves with those nefarious transactions to
which Mr. McMullen asserts he was privy. It is further contended by the friends
of the Government that the sums mentioned or even referred to were not very large
—about £12,000 sterling in all—an amount which would go but a little way to
defray the legitimate expenses of the 150 Ontario and Quebec Elections, and that
there was nothing to show whether they had been proffered as a subscription or as
atemporary loan froma wealthy political partizan. Their sinister significance re-
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sulted in a great measure from their factitious juxtaposition with Mr. McMullen’s
narrative. Under these circumstances, though without attaching too much import-
ance to mere conjectural pleas of this kind, I was unwilling to jump to a hasty
conclusion on a matter involving both the private and the public honor of my
Ministers, and above all things I felt bound notto allow my judgment to be swayed
by the current of popular suspicion which this concatenation of documents would
naturally produce.

I happened to be at Prince Edward Island when the AZcMfullen correspondence
reached my hands, whither two of my Ministers—Mr. Tilley, the Minister of
Finance, and Dr. Tupper, the Minister of Customs—had also come for the purpose
of settling certain details consequent on the recent confederation of the Island. I
immediately sent for these gentlemen, and the strenuous assurances I received from
each of them confirmed my hope that matters might be satisfactorily explained.
But, however that might be, I knew that our original programme for the indefinite
prorogation of Parliament could no longer be adhered to, and that my presence at
Ottawa on the 13th August was imperative. Understanding, however, that pre-
parations were in progress for our public reception at Halifax, I thought it better
to proceed thither, and to make no announcement of my subsequent intentions un-
til the last moment. At the same time I wrote to Sir /#, and intimated to him
that the position of affairs had changed since we parted—that a recess for the usual
period was no longer possible, and that it was necessary Parliament should be pro-
vided with as early an opportunity as circumstances permitted of pronouncing upon
the points at issue between himself and his assailants.

On reaching Halifax, on the 2g9th July, I found the popular excitement all over
the Dominion was intense, and that my supposed views, sympathies and intentions,
were becoming not merely the subject of conjecture, but of assertion and, comment
in the rival newspapers,—the Government press stating, as if upon authority, that
my course would be so and so,—announcements which were met by the Opposition
prints with strong admonitory or rather minatory articles. As, at this time, I had
by no means made up my mind as to the proper course to be pursued, and felt that
no decision was possible until I had seen my Ministers, I determined to take an
early opportunity of deprecating the introduction of the Governor General’s name
into such a controversy. An occasion soon presented itself, and I have the honor
to subjoin an extract from a newspaper report of a speech I made at a dinner given
to me by the Halifax Club :—

* * * * * ¢¢ And here, gentlemen, I should be dis-
¢¢ posed to conclude this imperfect expression of my thanks, were I not desirous of
‘¢ conveying to my friend, the Chief Justice, the great gratification I have derived
¢ from the remarks which have dropped from him in regard to my official position
¢“ as Governor General of this great Dominion. Gentlemen, I am well aware that
¢ this is, as it were, a domestic festival, and that nothing could be more inoppor-
“ tune than the slightest allusion to any political topic, but I may be permitted to
¢¢ say this much in reference to what has fallen from the Chief Justice, that, if there
¢¢ is one obligation whose importance I appreciate more than another, as attaching to
¢¢ the functions of my office, it is the absolute and paramount duty of maintaining
¢ not merely an outward attitude of perfect impartiality toward the various parties
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“ into which the political world of Canada as well as of the Mother Country is
¢ divided, but still more of preserving that more subtle and inward balance of
¢ sympathy, judgment, and opinion which should elevate the representative of
¢ your Sovereign above the faintest suspicion of having any other desire, aim, or
 ambition than to follow the example of his Royal Mistress in the relation she has
‘¢ constantly maintained towards her Ministers, her Parliament, and her people
¢ (tremendous applause) ; to remember every hour of the day that he has but one
¢ duty and but one object—to administer his Government in the interests of the
¢ whole Canadian people, and of the Dominion at large. (Great cheering.) Of
¢¢ course, gentlemen, having been but one brief year in the country, my character and
¢ my sentiments in these respects can scarcely be known, and there is always a
¢¢ danger during the fervor of these political controversies, which seem to be con-
¢ ducted by the press of Canada with peculiar liveliness and animation—(great
‘ laughter)--of unauthorized references being made to the Governor General’s
‘¢ supposed sentiments, opinions, and intentions, which would convey to the unin-
‘¢ structed reader a very erroneous impression of the conduct and the attitude of
¢¢ the chief of the State. Gentlemen, I do not make this remark by way of com-
“ plaint. If there is any person in Canada who has been kindly and considerately
* dealt with by the press, to whom the press of every political complexion has
¢¢ shown indulgence and good will, it is myself, and it is most natural and by no
 means an uncomplimentary circumstance, that the organs of different shades of
“¢ opinion should persuade themselves that the Governor General must necessarily
¢ be of their way of thinking, and see through their spectacles. (Laughter.) But
‘“ what I wish to say once for all, and I do not care how widely this remark is
¢¢ disseminated, is this-—that there is no human being who is authorized to make
‘¢ any statement or suggestion as to what my opinion or sentiments may be in re-
*“ spect of any political topic, or who has ever been in a position, or is likely to be
““in a position, to make anything approaching to a conjecture upon points of this
““ description. It is true, my object and my desire is to inform my mind upon
“ every subject affecting the interests of the country, by conversation and by dis-
¢¢ cussion with any one who can afford me instruction or information 5 and it would
“ be very unfortunate for me if this freedom of intercourse with all classes and
“ parties in Canada, from which I derive so much benefit and pleasure, should be
“ trammelled by the dread lest this casual intercourse should become the foun-
“ dation for inference, comment or conjecture in the press. No, gentlemen, I un-
¢ derstand my duty too well ever to allow my judgment or my sympathies to be
¢ surprised into political partizanship. My one thought and desire is the welfare
¢ of Canada as a whole. To maintain her honor, to promote her prosperity, to do
‘“ my duty by her and her entire people, is the sole object of my ambition. When
¢ I converse with your public men, it scarcely ever occurs to me to remember to
‘¢ what political party they belong. I ‘only see in ‘them persons devoting them-
¢¢ selves, each according to his lights, to the service of his country. My only guid-
“ ing star in the conduct and maintenance of my official relations with \your public
“ men is the Parliament of Canada. (Cheers.) In fact, I suppose I am the only
.44 person in the Dominion whose faith in the wisdom and the infallibility of Parlia-
‘‘ ment is never shaken. (Great laughter.) Each of you, gentlemen, only believe
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¢“in Parliament so long as Parliament acts according to your wishes—(cheers and
¢¢ laughter)—and convictions. I, gentlemen, believe in Parliament no matter which
“ way it votes—(laughter)—and to those men alone whom the deliberate will of the
¢ confederated Parliament of the Dominion may assign to me as my responsible ad-
‘¢ viserscan I give my confidence. (Cheers.) Whether they are the heads of this party
¢ or of that party must be a matter of indifference to the Governor General. (Cheers.)
‘“ So long as they are maintained by Parliament in their position, so long is he bound
‘“to give them his unreserved confidence, to defer to their advice, and loyally to
‘“ assist them with his counsels. (Applause.) Whenever, in the vicissitudes of
“ party warfare, they are replaced by others—(laughter)—he welcomes their
‘¢ successors with an equally open and loyal regard. (Cheers.) Such private
¢ friendships as he may have formed he may have a right to retain. (Hear, hear.)
‘¢ As a reasonable being he cannot help having convictions upon the merits of
¢¢ different policies—(hear)-—but these considerations are abstract, speculative and
‘ devoid of practical effect on his official relations. (Cheers.) As the head of a
¢¢ constitutional State, as engaged in the administration of Parliamentary Govern-
‘“ment, he has no political friends; still less need he have political enemies.
‘¢ (Great cheering.) The possession, or even to be suspected of possessing either,
¢¢ destroys his usefulness. (Loud cheers.) Sometimes, of course, no matter how
¢ disconnected he personally may be with what is taking place, his name will get
¢¢ dragged into some controversy, and he may suddenly find himself the subject of
““ hostile criticism by the press of whatever party may for the moment be out of
“ power. (Laughter.) But, under these circumstances, he must console himsel{
¢ with the reflection that these spasmodic castigations—(laughter)—are as transi-
““ tory and innocuous—(great laughter)—as the discipline applied occasionally to
¢¢ their idols by the unsophisticated worshippers of Mumbo Jumbo—(immense
¢ laughter)—when their harvests are short or a murrain visits their flocks.
“ (Cheers.) For, gentlemen, of this I am certain : although he may sometimes
“err in his judgment, or fail in serving you as effectually as he might desire, a
¢ Viceroy who honestly seeks to do his duty—(cheers)—to whom the interests of
¢ Canada are as precious and her honor as dearas hisown—(immense cheering)—
¢ who steers unmoved an even course indifferent to praise or blame, between the
‘¢ political contentions of the day—(cheers)—can never appeal in vain to the con-
¢ fidence and generosity of the Canadian people. (Immense applause.)”

But though keeping my final decision in suspense, my mind was much occupied,
as your Lordship may imagine, with the consideration of the various courses open
to me. On one point I was quite clear—namely, that it would not be right for me
to countenance the settlement of the serious issuesraised between my Ministers and
their opponents—involving, as they did, the personal honor of the most eminent men
in Canada, the fate of my Ministry, and the public credit of the country—except at
the hands of a full Parliament, in which the distant provinces of the Dominion were
as well represented as those of Ontario and Quebec.

As I have already described to your Lordship in the earlier part of this de-
spatch, before Parliament adjourned on the 23rd May, I had caused it to be an-
nounced to both Houses that Prorogation would take place on the 13th August.
This arrangement, I have no hesitation in saying, was agreeable to what were then
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the views of the majority both in the Senate and in the House of Commons. On
the faith of this pledge, many gentlemen were gone to so great a distance that it
was physically impossible for them to be recalled, and it so happened, from causes
to which I have already referred, that by far the larger proportion of these absentees
were supporters of the Government.  All the members from British Columbia, ex-
cept Sir F. Hincks, were on the wrong side of the Rocky Mountains. Some
Ministerialists were in Europe, as I was informed, others in the States, and even to
those in the Maritime Provinces, a return to Ottawa, though not physically im-
poss:ble, as it was to their colleagues, would prove a great inconvenience at such a
season. On the other hand, I learnt that the Opposition were mustering their full
force, an operation for which they possessed certain geographical facilities. Were,
therefore, the House of Commons to meet for the transaction of public business, it
was evident that important votes might be passed, and decisions taken, contrary to
the real sense of the country, and that my Ministers might justly complain that
they were being unfairly treated, and their fate determined by a packed Parliament.

But, apart from these practical considerations, a grave question of principle
seemed to me involved. The Imperial Officer representing the Crown in the
Dominion is the natural protector of the federal rights of its various Provinces, as
secured under an Imperial Act. The sanctity of the rights of any one of these
Provinces is not affected by the number of its representatives or the amount of its
population. In this view it is especially necessary that, in a country of such
enormous distances, ample notice should be given of the times and seasons when
Parliament is to sit. But if it be once admitted that the official ‘¢ fixtures” which
regulate the opening or closing of a Session and the conduct of public business, are
to be capriciously tampered with, and changed at so short a notice as to preclude
the distant representatives from being present, it is evident much wrong and
inconvenience would result, and the door be opened (o a great deal of trickery at
the hands of an unscrupulous Minister.

The foregoing considerations pointed pretty distinctly to prorogation as an
inevitable necessity of the situation. Only one other alternative indeed either
suggested itself then or has occurred to me since, and that was another adjournment
of the House to such a date as would suit the convenience of the absentees. At
first I confess this course appeared to me fairly practicable, but further reflection
disclosed difficulties I had not at once seen. In the first place, this was an
arrangement which I had not the power of enforcing, and I was confronted by
the obvious reflection, that if the Government made a motion to that effect, it
might be defeated or meet with an amendment tantamount to a vote of want of
confidence at the hands of the majority in presence, and I should then find myself
landed in the very position which I was quite satisfied ought to be avoided. Even
if the opponents of the Government were to refrain from taking so unfair an advan-
tage of their numerical superiority, it was evident that in view of the adjournment
preliminary issues would crop up of vital importance relative to the fresh instruc-
tions to be given to the Committce ; for instance, whether the evidence was to be
sworn or unsworn, and, if the former, how the oath was to be administered,—all
of which would necessarily be decided in a manner unduly adverse to the Govern-
ment, and in the absence of those who had an undoubted right to make their voices
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heard on the occasion. I was so anxious, nevertheless, to find some way of avoid-
ing a course which I foresaw would be denounced, however unjustly, as an undue
exercise of the Queen’s Prerogative, that I thought it desirable to make a sugges-
tion in this sense to Sir Fokn Macdonald, offering at the same time to become the
channel of communication by which an understanding between him and his oppo-
nents might be arrived at. Sir Fo4#’s reply was very much in the sense I had
anticipated. He insisted upon the injustice of his Government being given over
bound hand and foot to the tender mercies of their opponents in the absence of his
supporters, whom he had dismissed to their homes with my sanction, and with the
acquiescence of Parliament. He called my attention to the fact, that the Opposi-
tion organs, far from hinting at any compromise, were insisting on the fact that a
quorum of Parliament could do anything that Parliament itself could do, and were
evincing by unmistakeable signs that they would show no quarter :—that both
Messrs. Blake and Doriorn had endeavored to persuade the Committee to content
themselves with unsworn evidence, and that if Parliament met for business they
would be in a position to pass an instruction to the Committee to that effect,—
that no man would be willing to risk his life, still less his honor, in the hands of
witnesses released from the consequences of perjury,—and finally, that he would
not feel himself safe in entering into any arrangements dependent upon the bond
fides of those with whom I had suggested he should treat.

Unfortunately, in this country party animosity is intense, and the organs of each
side denounce the public men opposed to them in terms of far greater vigor than
those to which we are accustomed in England. The quarrel at this moment is
exceptionally bitter. The one party openly accuse the other of personal dishonor,
while these regard their opponents as unscrupulous conspirators. Asa consequence,
a mistrust of each other’s fair dealing,—which I cannot believe to be justified on
either hand,—has been engendered, which would render the 74¢l¢ of mediator under
any circumstances extremely difficult. As it was, the former part of Sir Fokn’s
representations, if not the latter, coincided too closely with what had occurred to
my ownmind to enable me to deny its cogency. There being, however, no further
time for correspondence, I left Halifax on Saturday night, the gth August, and
arrived in Ottawa on the morning of Wednesday the 13th. Had I been at liberty
to have done so, I should have preferred starting sooner, but the town of Halifax
had organized a series of popular demonstrations in our honor for Saturday after-
noon, and it would have occasioned great dissatisfaction had I absented myself.

Before continuing my narrative, there is one incident connected with my stay
at Halifax which perhaps ought to find mention here. Mr. Huntington sent me a
sealed packet covered by an official communication to my Secretary, which, as I
understood from the gentleman who brought it, as well as from Mr. Huntington’s
letter, contained copies of the incriminatory documents in his possession. As the
matters to which the papers referred had become the subject of a public investiga-
tion before a House of Commons Committee, and as I was still uncertain what
turn affairs might take, I did not consider it would be proper for me to take per-
sonal cognizance of these papers. I therefore returned the packet unopened to Mr.
Huntington.

The 13th August was not only the day appointed for prorogation, but it was
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also the day to which the Committee of enquiry had adjourned, but, as far as I can
gather from the subjoined report of what occurred, it came together to very little pur-
pose. Indeed its whole procedure on this occasion is difficult of comprehension, in con-
sequence, I suppose, of the meagreness of the only report of what passed, which I have
been able to obtain. In the first place only four out of the five Members were present,
and eventually another, Mr. Dorion, withdrew in the middle of a discussion, leav-
ing what are considered the Government Members in a majority. One of these,
Mr. Blanchzt, then proposed that they should report their proceedings to the
House. Mr. Blake, in amendment of this suggestion, moved the adjournment of
the Committee, which was carried,—the result being that when the House met at
three o’clock, as had been arranged six weeks before, for the very purpose of receiv-
ing the Committee’s report, no report of any sort or description was forthcoming.
The following is the account of the proceedings referred to :—

“OTTAWA, Aug. 13.

¢¢ The Pacific Committee met at 11.30. Present : Messrs. Cameron, Blanchet,
¢ Blake, Dorion.

¢ At the request of Mr. Blake, the resolution passed by the Committee at last
‘“ meeting—that the Committee cannot proceed without further instructions from
¢“the House, was read.

¢ Mr. Blake moved that the said resolution be rescinded.

¢ Yeas—Blake, Dorion. '

‘¢ Nays—Cameron, Blanchet.

¢ Resolution lost.

“ After some conversation as to the Committee making a report to the House,

¢¢ The CHAIRMAN said if Mr. Dorion and Mr. Blake were not in favor of mak-
‘¢ ing a report, and withdrew because they thought no report should be made, the
¢ majority of the Committee would not make any report.

““Mr. Dorion said he wanted a report to be made, but did not concur with the

majority.

¢ The CHAIRMAN—AII we propose to do is simply to report our proceedings
““to the House. If you don’t like that report, we need not make any at all.

¢ Mr. Dorion—If I move any amendment, I would stop the report from being
¢¢made.

¢“The CHAIRMAN——It is impossible for me to tell the result of merely reporting
¢ our proceedings to the House. But if you don’t think any report of our proceed-
‘ ings should be made, I have no objection that it be so resolved. My own im-
¢ pression is that as we reported all our former proceedings to the House, there
“ is no objection to our also reporting those which have taken place since the last
‘¢ meeting of the House.

¢¢Mr. Dorion said he would not interfere with such a step.

¢ The CHAIRMAN—Then I suppose it is so resolved, and we have completed
¢¢ our business ?

¢ Mr. Blake—No, there is a quorum present, and any amendment is in order.
“¢ T move that the House be asked to give such instructions to the Committee as
¢ will enable them to proceed with the enquiry.

L
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“ Mr. Dorion here withdrew from the room, and the motion was carried unani-
‘“ mously by Messrs. Cameron, Blanchet and Blake.

““ Mr. Blake inquired of the Chairman—Do you propose to give the House com-
“ munication of this resolution ?

¢¢ The CHAIRMAN—Not unless you move it to be done.

¢ Mr. Blake—Do you propose to communicate any of the previous proceed-
¢ ings? .

¢¢ The CHAIRMAN—TI do not.

¢ Mr. Blanchet—TI think we should report our proceedings. I move that the
¢¢ proceedings of the Committee since 17th May last be reported to the House.

¢ Mr. Blake—]I move an amendment that the Committee adjourn till eleven
“ o’clock to-morrow.

¢ Carried.

¢¢ Yeus—DBlake, Cameron.

¢« Nay— Blanchet.

¢ The Committee then adjourned.”

A few hours after my arrival in Ottawa, Sir Fokn Macdonald called upon me
by appointment, and formally submitted the unanimous advice of my Ministers,
that Parliament should be prorogued according to the announcement made by my
authority in both Houses previous to its adjournment. After some conversation,
in which we went over the whole ground, and again examined the suggestion con-
tained in my letter relative to an adjournment, I finally announced to him that, on
a due consideration of all the circumstances of the case, the prorogation of Parlia-
ment seemed to me inevitable,—that I did not feel myself justified in withdrawing
my confidence from Ministers, or in concluding that Parliament had done so, and
that, therefore, I was prepared to be guided by the counsels of himself and his
colleagues,—but that I must formally insist on one condition as the price of my
assent to prorogation, viz. :—that Parliament should be again convoked within as
short a period as was consistent with the reasonable convenience of Members, and
that I considered six or eight weeks was as long an interval as should intervene
before the House re-assembled. Sir Fokn Macdonald did not offer any objection to
this proposition—indeed he had already volunteered a suggestion toa similar effect,
—and it was agreed that I should meet my Council at two o’clock, in order that it
might be ratified in the presence of all my Ministers.

At one o’clock, however, I was unexpectedly informed that a deputation of
Members of Parliament was desirous of waiting upon me with a memorial against
prorogation. I had not received the slightest intimation of the intention of these
gentlemen, yet, although I felt the propriety of such a step upon their part was
very questionable, I concluded to receive them.

Inthe meantime I had repaired to the Council Chamber, as agreed upon, where
my Ministers jointly re-submitted the advice they had commissioned Sir Fo/ksn
Macdonald to convey on their behalf in the morning. I made the same reply to
them as to my Prime Minister, and the re-assembly of Parliament within the time
specified was agreed upon. It was, however, suggested that if ten weeks were
named as the limit instead of eight, it would be possible to get the preparation of
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the Estimates sufficiently advanced to roll two Sessions into one, and dispense with
the usual Spring Session. Although I was scarcely in a position to know how far
this proposal was practicable or would be acceptable to Parliament, it would evi-
dently prove such a saving of expense to the country and of fatigue and inconveni-
ence to Members, many of whom would otherwise scarcely have time to return to
their homes at all, between an autumn and the usual Session, that I consented to
the additional fortnight upon the specific understanding, however, that if in the
interval anything should occur which, in my opinion, required Parliament to meet
sooner, an expression of my wishes to that effect would be at once acted upon
without comment or discussion.

These matters being settled, I returned to where the deputation of remonstrant
Members was waiting for me. They were introduced by their Chairman, Mr.
Cartwright, a gentleman for whom I have a great esteem. In presenting the
Memorial, Mr. Cartwright stated that it had been signed by ninety-two members of
Parliament, and that another gentleman had intimated his willingness to have his
signature attached to it. I found, however, on examining the document that three
of the ninety-two signatures had been affixed by deputy, though, of course, with
the full authority of their owners. I note the circumstance, however, as I shall
have occasion to refer to it hereafter.

As my interview with my Council had occupied some little time, it had not
been possible for me either to study or to write my reply to the Memorial. I was
therefore forced to make Mr. Cartwright and his friends an extempore answer,
which was afterwards reduced to writing as nearly as possible in the terms actually
used. This document, together with the Members’ Remonstrance, I subjoin for
your Lordship’s information.

Memorial.

 The undersigned, Members of the House of Commons of Canada, desire re-
“ spectfully to approach your Excellency, and humbly to represent that more than
‘¢ four months have already elapsed since the Honorable Mr. Huntington made,
‘¢ from his place in the House, grave charges of corruption against your Excel-
“ lency’s constitutional advisers in reference to the Pacific Railway contract ; that
¢¢ although the House has appointed a Committee to enquire into the said charges,
¢¢ the proceedings of this Committee have, on various grounds, been postponed, and
¢¢ the enquiry has not yet taken place ; that the honor of the country imperatively
“ requires that no further delay should take place in the investigation of charges of
‘¢ so grave a character, and which it is the duty and undoubted right and privilege
‘¢ of the Commons to prosecute.

“ The undersigned are deeply impressed with the conviction that any attempt
‘¢ to postpone this enquiry, or to remove it from the jurisdiction of the Commons,
‘¢ would create the most intense dissatisfaction ; and they, therefore, pray your Ex-
¢¢ cellency not to prorogue Parliament until the House of Commons shall have an
‘¢ opportunity of taking such steps as it may deem necessary and expedient with
‘¢ reference to this important matter.

 The number of names signed to this document is ninety, within ten of one-
¢¢ half the House. They are as follows :—

¢¢ OPPOSITION.—Anglin, Archibald, Bain, Bechard, Bergin, Blain, Blake,
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¢¢ Bodwell, Bourassa, Bowman, Boyer, Brouse, Buell, Burpee (Sunbury), Cameron
‘¢ Huron), Cartwright, Casey, Casgrain, Cauchon, Charlton,* Church, Cockburn
¢¢ (Muskoka), Cook, Cutler, Delorme, St. George, Dorion, Dorion, Edgar, Ferris
¢ Findlay, Fiset, Fleming, Fournier, Galbraith, Geoffrion, Gibson, Gillies, Goudge,
¢¢ Hagar, Harvey, Higginbotham, Holton, Horton, Huntington, Jetté, Laflamme,
¢ Landerkin, McDonald Glengarry), McKenzie, Mercier, Metcalf, Mills, Oliver,
¢ Paquet, Paterson, Pearson, Pelletier, Pickard, Poser, Prévost, Richard, Rich
¢ ards,* Ross, Ross, Ross, Ross, Rymal, Smith (Peel), Snyder, Stirton, Tas-
¢ chereau, Thompson, Thomson,* Tremblay, Trow, White (Halton), Wilkes,
¢ Wood, Young, Young.

“ MINISTERIALISTS.—Burpee (St. John), Coffin, Cunningham, Forbes, Glass,
¢ Macdonell (Inverness), Ray, Schultz, Scriver, Shibley, D. A. Smith (Selkirk),
¢ A. J. Smith (Westmoreland).”+

Reply.

¢¢ GENTLEMEN,—It is quite unnecessary for me to assure you that any represen-
¢ tations emanating from persons possessing the right to speak on public affairs with
¢« such authority as yourselves will always be considered by me with the greatest
““respect, even had not circumstances already compelled me to give my most
‘¢ anxious thought to the matters to which you are now desirous of calling my
‘“attention.

“You say, in your memorandum, that four months have elapsed since the
““Hon. Mr. Huntington preferred grave charges of corruption against my present
¢ advisers, in reference to the Pacific Railway contract, and that although the
¢ House has appointed a Committee to enquire into these charges, the proceedings
« of this Committee have on various grounds been postponed, and the enquiry has
‘¢ not yet taken place.

¢ Gentlemen, no person can regret more deeply than I do these unfortunate
‘¢ delays, the more so as they seem to have given rise to the impression that they
¢ have been unnecessarily interposed by the action of the Executive.

« It may be premature at this moment to enter into a history of the disallowance
¢¢by the Imperial Government of the Oaths Bill, but this much, at all events, it is
¢ but fair to every one that I should state, viz. : that immediately after I had assented
¢t to that Act, I transmitted a certified copy of it to the Secretary of State, in ac-
¢« cordance with the instructions by which I am bound on such occasions. That,
¢¢ leaning myself to the op.nion (an opinion founded on the precedent afforded by
«¢ the Act of the Canadian Parliament, which empowers the Senate to examine
 witnesses on oath), that the Act was not #/fra vires, I accompanied it by a full
¢¢ exposition of the arguments which could be urged in its support ; but on the
« point being referred by the Secretary of State for the professional opinion of the
« Law Officers of the Crown, it was pronounced inconsistent with the Act of Con-

* The names thus noted were signed by proxy.

+ The above classificat.on is founded on the votes taken on Mr. Huntington’s
motion. One or two gentlemen, however, classed with the Opposition might be
more properly set down as ¢ Independent.”
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¢ federation. The postponement therefore of the enquiry, so far as it has arisen
¢ out of this circumstance, has resulted wholly by the operation of law, and has
¢ been beyond the control of any one concerned.

“ You then proceed to urge me, on grounds which are very fairly and forcibly
¢ stated, to decline the advice which has been unanimously tendered to me by my
¢¢ responsible Ministers, and to refuse to prorogue Parliament ; in other words you
‘““require me to dismiss them from my counsels ; for, gentlemen, you must be
¢ aware that this would be the necessary result of my assenting to your recommen-
¢“dation. .

<« Upon what grounds would I be justified in taking so grave a step ?

¢ What guarantee can you afford me that the Parliament of the Dominion would
¢¢ endorse such an act of personal interference on my part ?

“You, yourselves, gentlemen, do not form an actual moiety of the House of
¢ Commons, and I have no means, therefore, of ascertaining that the majority of
¢ that body subscribe to the opinion you have enounced.

¢ Again, to what should T have to appeal in justification of my conduct ?

“Itis true grave charges have been preferred against these gentlemen ; charges
¢ which I admit require the most searching investigation ; but as you, yourselves,
¢¢ remark in your memorandum, the truth of these accusations still remains untested.

¢One of the authors of this correspondence, which has made so painful an
“‘impression upon the public, has admitted that many of his statements were hasty
¢ and inaccurate ; and has denied on oath the correctness of the deductions drawn
¢“from them.

¢ Various assertions contained in the narrative of the other have been positively
¢‘ contradicted.

¢ Is the Governor General, upon the strength of such evidence as this, to drive
“ from his presence gentlemen who for years have filled the highest offices of State,
““and in whom, during the recent Session, Parliament has repeatedly declared its
¢“ continued confidence ? It is true, certain documents of grave significance have
‘‘lately been published in the newspapers in connection with these matters in
‘¢ regard to which the fullest explanation must be given, but no proof has yet been
¢¢ adduced which necessarily connects them with the culpable transactions of which
‘it is asserted tliey formed a part, however questionable they may appear, as
¢ placed in juxtaposition with the correspondence to which they have been appended
““by the person who has possessed himself of them.

¢ Under these circumstances, what right has the Governor General, on his per-
‘¢ sonal responsibility, to proclaim to Canada—nay, not only to Canada, but to
¢ America and Europe, as such a proceeding on his part must necessarily do, that
“ he believes his Ministers guilty of the crimes alleged against them? Were it
“possible at the present {ime to make a call of the House, and place myself in
¢ direct communication with the Parliament of the Dominion, my present em-
¢‘barrassment would disappear, but this is a physical impossibility. I am assured
“ by my Prime Minister, and the Report of the proceedings at the time bears out
¢ his statements, that when Parliament adjourned it was announced by him, as the
¢ Leader of the House, that the meeting on the 13th August would be immediate-
¢“ly followed by prorogation; that no substantive objection was taken to this
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¢¢announcement ; and that, as a consequence, a considerable portion of your fellow
¢“Members are dispersed in various directions. I should therefore only deceive
“myself were I to regard the present Assembly as a full Parliament.

“ Since the adjournment, indeed, circumstances have occurred which render
¢ your proximate re-assembly highly desirable, but in this country there are physical
“ circumstances which necessarily interpose a considerable lapse of time before the
“representatives of the various Provinces comprising the confederated Parliament
“ of Canada cun assemble, separated as some of them are by thousands of miles
¢¢from the capital of the Dominion.

““In regulating the times and seasons when Parliament is to be called together,
¢¢the Executive is bound not only to consider the reasonable convenience of these
‘ gentlemen but also to protect the federal rights of the Provinces which they
¢¢ represent, and under these circumstances I have concluded, on the advice of my
‘¢ Ministers (and even if I differed from them as to the policy of such a course,
¢ which I do not, it is a point upon which I should not hesitate to accept their
¢ recommendation) to issue a Royal Commission of enquiry to three gentlemen of
“ such legal standing, character and authority as will command the confidence of
“the public, by virtue of the powers conferred upon me by the Act 31 Vic., cap.
¢¢ 38.  On the other hand, I have determined in proroguing Parliament to announce
¢‘to the Members of both Houses my intention of assembling them immediately
““after the Commission in question shall have concluded its labors. By these
¢ means an opportunity will be afforded for the preliminary expurgation of these
‘¢ unhappy matters before a tribunal competent to take evidence on oath; ample
¢¢ opportunities will be given to the Members of the more distant Provinces to
‘ make their preparations,in view of an Autumnal Session ; and within two months
‘¢or ten weeks from this date a full Parliament of Canada will take supreme and
‘‘final cognizance of the case now pending between my Ministers and their
¢¢ accusers,

‘¢ Gentlemen, the situation we have been discussing is one of great anxiety and
¢ embarrassment, but I cannot but hope that on a calm retrospect of the various
¢¢ considerations to be kept in view, you will come to the conclusion that in deter-
¢ mining to be guided by the advice of my Ministers, on the present occasion—in
¢ other words, in declining to act as though the charges which have been advanced
“ against them were already proven, and in adhering to arrangements upon the
¢ faith of which many of your colleagues are absent from their places, I have
¢¢ adopted the course most in accordance with the maxims of Constitutional Govern-
¢¢“ment, and with what is due to those whom the Parliament of Canada has recom-
¢ mended to my confidence.”

After the Members had retired, it had become time for me to proceed to the
Senate Chamber, and about half-past three o’clock the Speaker appeared at the
Bar, and Parliament was prorogued. Considerable excitement, I am informed,
prevailed in the House of Commons, and cries of ¢ Privilege”’ were uttered, when
Black Rod made his appearance ; but as far as I can learn, nothing was done or
said incompatible with the dignity and self-respect of that assembly. Only the
Ministerialists present, about thirty-five in number, accompanied the Speaker to
the Senate Chamber. The Opposition, amongst whom, on this occasion, I suppose
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must be included thirteen of the ordinary supporters of my Government who
had signed the Memorial, remained behind in their places. Upwards of seventy
Members in a House of two hundred must have been absent—all of whom, with
the exception of three, were claimed by Government as their adherents.

In the evening, what is popularly known as an ‘‘indignation’’ meeting was

held, under the presidency of Mr. Mackenzie. 1 have appended to this
No. 6. despatch a report of its proceedings.

I have thus recounted, in as faithful language as I can command, the various
circumstances connected with the recent Prorogation. In doing so, your Lordship
will perceive that I have not attempted to discuss, still lessto defend, the action of
my Ministers on any of the occasions referred to, except so far as the justification
of their conduct follows as a corollary to the vindication of the attitude I myself
have assumed. The propriety of their procedure is a matter which they will have
to settle with the Canadian Parliament. My contestation would be, that the fact
of their being hereafter proved innocent or guilty of the accusations alleged against
them, or of having acted judiciously or the reverse, is a result which can have no
relation to my share in these transactions, and that, given the circumstances in
which I found myself, I have acted in the highest interests of the Parliament and
of the people of Canada. In the same way, if from time to time I have argued
against any of the views maintained by the Opposition, it has only been as con-
tending against their implied condemnation of what I myself have done or said.

Were I to be put upon my defence, my best justification would be found in a
review of whatever other courses may be considered to have been possible, but this
enquiry has been pretty well exhausted in the course of the preceding statement.
The alternatives I have seen suggested by those who are disposed to criticize my
conduct are indeed very few. The morning after the news of the prorogation had
reached Toronto, but before my pledge in regard to an Autumn Session was known,
the Globe—a recognized organ of the Opposition, and one of the ablest conducted
papers in Canada—in lamenting the prospects of a recess which was to last to
February of next year, observed that ‘“ a prorogation for two or three weeks’’
would have been a proper course. As I had actually anticipated, the pith of these
suggestions (for the question of a few extra weeks, I apprehend, could not have be-
come any grave cause of complaint) I naturally might have expected to have been
complimented on my action ; but although this paper and all the other Opposition
journals in Canada have, with a few exceptions, shown great forbearance to me
personally—considering the excitement which prevailed and the forcible language
in which leading articles are written—I am afraid I must admit to your Lordship
that its subsequent allusions to my procedure have not been eulogistic.

But if a short prorogation was wrong, what were the alternatives ? An
adjournment. But an adjournment is an act of the House, and cannot be com-
pelled by the Executive. The leader of the House had already rejected the sugges-
tion, and not the slightest intimation had ever reached me that such an expedient
would be agreeable to the Opposition. On the contrary, their last word within
an hour of the time the House was to meet, as conveyed to me by the ninety-two
Members, amongst whom were Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Blake, was—**¢ Let us meet
and proceed to business as though we were a fully constituted assembly, repre-
senting the collective will of the people.”
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But it has been suggested that I should, on the one hand, have compelled the
acquiescence of Sir Fokn Macdonald in an adjournment by refusing to prorogue,
while on the other, Mr. Mackensie ought to have been driven into the arrangement
under a threat of prorogation.

Now I am quite ready to admit, that one of the functions of a Governor Gen-
eral is to moderate the animosities of party warfare, to hold the balance even
between the contending parties, to see that the machinery of the Constitution is
not unfairly strained for party purposes, to intervene with his Counsels at oppor-
tune moments, and when desired by his Ministers to become the channel of com-
munication with their opponents, or even though uninvited, to offer himself as
negotiator in a difficulty. But the 7¢/ marked out for me above is very different
from this. I certainly should not have considered it consistent with my personal
honor to have approached my Prime Minister with a threat I had no intention of
executing, even had I seen less clearly than I did the objections to the course pro-
posed, while, except at his instance, I should have been still less justified in open-
ing communications with the Opposition. But as I have already explained the
mere negotiation of an adjournment would not have advanced matters in any degree,
unless the issues relative to the future proceedings of the Committee could have
been settled at the same time ; but the divergencies of opinion upon these points
were irreconcileable, and could never have been satisfactorily dealt with except by
the House in full Session.

If, then, my choice lay—which seems to be admitted—between a short proro-
gation and a barren adjournment for a similar period, I do not think it can be
disputed that the former was the preferable of the two.

Of course it was always open to me to have dismissed my Ministers, and have
to take my chance of Parliament approving my conduct, but I did not feel my-
self warranted in hazarding such a step on the data before me. Indeed, the rash-
ness and injustice of the proceeding would probably have roused such a feeling of
dissatisfaction in the minds of what I have no reason to know may not prove the
majority of the constituencies that there would have been a great chance—if Sir
Sokr and his friends came at all decently out of the affair—of their being borne
back into office on the shoulders of the people. If wholly exculpated, your Lord-
ship can imagine what my position would become in presence of the reaction that
would have ensued. At all events, as I told the remonstrant membersin my reply,
I was not prepared, by publicly withdrawing my confidence from my Ministers, to
proclaim to Canada, to America, and to Europe that I believed untried men guilty
of such atrocious crimes as those imputed to them. It is, however, not necessary to
debate this line of conduct, as no responsible person in this country has ventured
to recommend it.

But though not directly suggesting the dismissal of my Ministers, it has been
very generally contended that I should have considered them under a ban, and
should have ceased to act on their advice, though still retaining them in office.
The establishment of a relationship of this kind between the Crown and its Minis-
ters would be a novel fact in Constitutional history, and might have proved difficult
of execution. I was to go to my Council and say to them, ¢ Gentlemen, you state
¢ that in your opinion the Crown has pledged itself to Parliament to prorogue on
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¢ a certain day : you assert as a matter of fact that, relying on this pledge, sixty or
¢ seventy members are not in their places, and that to allow the House to proceed
¢ to business in their absence would be a gross impropriety to which you would
“ not consent, and that in view of this circumstance as my constitutional advisers,
¢ placed about me by the will of Parliament, you unanimously advise me to pro-
“ rogue. Well, gentlemen, when Parliament last voted, you possessed a command-
‘¢ ing majority : whether you have lost the confidence of Parliament or not I can-
‘“not tell.  You say you have not. Others say you have. Your political oppo-
“ nents have brought grave accusations against you. You are therefore under a
“ ban., You have forfeited my confidence. I do not intend to take your advice,
¢ except on mere questions of administration, but—Pray retain your places.” To
which, of course, these gentlemen would have replied :—‘ We are highly sensible
¢ of your Excellency’s forbearance, perhaps you will favor us with a list of sub-
¢ jects on which you will accept our recommendation, as well as an index expur-
¢ gatorius of those which are tabooed. The arrangement will lighten our respon-
¢¢ sibilities, our salaries will remain the same, and our honor ’—I cannot exactly
conjecture how the sentence would have concluded. But the suggestion that my
refusal to take their advice on prorogation would not have been tantamount to a
dismissal of them, is too untenable to need refutation.

Before, however, closing this head of the discussion it may be well to examine
the grounds on which it is alleged I ought to have withdrawn my confidence from
Sir Fo/n Macdonald and his colleagues.

In order to answer this question, we must inquire what I had to go upon?
There were Mr. Huntington’s statements as displayed in his motion,—but these
statements were not statements of facts, but of conclusions drawn from facts within
Mr. Huntington’s knowledge perhaps, but not within mine, and offered no safe
foothold. Next, there were Sir Hugh Allan’s statements,—but upon which was T
to found myself,—upon those in Sir Hugk’s letters, in which he admits there was
a good deal of *“inaccurate ” language, or upon those in his affidavit? If upon the
latter, could I have pronounced the Government guilty? Then there were Mr,
MeMuller’s statements,—but these have been much questioned, and many of them
have been contradicted. I do not think the people of Canada would be willing to
allow the reputation of any of their representative men to be staked upon evidence
of this nature. Lastly, there were Sir George Cartier’s letter, and Sir Fokn Mac-
donald’s telegram. In respect to these documents, I would merely observe that
suspicious as they might appear, no man would have been justified in acting upon
any conclusion in regard to them, until it had been shown with what transactions
they were connected. There is as yet no evidence to prove that the sums referred
to were consideration moneys for the Pacific Railway charter ; and Sir Hugh Allar
states upon his oath that they were not, as will be seen from the subjoined extract
from his affidavit :—

¢“In these and similar ways I expended sums of money approaching in amount
¢ those mentioned in those letters, as I conceive I had a perfect right to do ; but
“T did not state in those letters, nor is it the fact, that any portion of those sums
“of money were paid to the members of the Government, or were received by
‘“them or on their behalf directly as a consideration in any form for any advan-
‘“ tage to me in connection with the Pacific Railway contract.”



170 HISTORY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF [1873

On the other hand, what were the countervailing facts within my knowledge ?
The theory of the prosecution is “that the terms of the charter were corruptly
““ modified to the advantage of Sir Hugh Allan and his American confederates.”
Has the bargain been carried out ? Certainly not as far as the Americans are con-
cerned. Their complaint is that they have taken nothing by their motion. I was
myself a witness of the pains taken to exclude them when the charter was being
framed. Have Sir Hugh Allan and his friends been gratified with that control
over the concern to attain which Mr. McMullen asserts he bribed my Ministers ?
This is a fact less easy to elucidate, but I myself believe that he has not. At
moments when Sir Fokn Macdonald could not have been playing a part he gave
me repeated indications of his desire to prevent Sir Z#g#% from obtaining any com-
manding influence on the direction. That direction was framed with a view to a
proper representation upon it of every Province in Canada, regard being had to the
wealth and population of each. It numbers amongst its members gentlemen who
had been on the direction of the late Interoceanic Company, and it includes the
names of men whom every one would acknowledge would never willingly asso-
ciate themselves with any dishonorable enterprise. It is difficult to believe that
these personages are either the willing or unconscious tools of Sir Z. Alan.
Hence, we must arrive at the inference that, at all events, if the crime was im-
agined, it can scarcely have been consummated. This would not in the least
excuse ils authors, but if a thing has not been done, the fact affords grimd facie
grounds for believing that it was not intended to be done. Lastly, I have received
the most solemn assurances from my Ministers, both individually and collectively,
on their word as men of honor, and on their fealty to the Crown as my sworn
Councillors, that they are absolutely innocent of the things laid to their charge.

On a balance of the foregoing considerations, can any one say that I should have
been justified in deliberately violating my first duty as a constitutional ruler on 2
premature assumption of the guilt of these gentlemen ?

But a still more important question remains behind. Had I any means of
knowing that my Ministers had forfeited the confidence of the House of Commons,
—for, of course, if this were the case, any inward impressions of my own would
cease to be elements of the problem ?

What were the facts upon which I could rely ? During the whole of the pre-
ceding Session the Government had marched from victory to victory, as will be
seen by the subjoined record of votes taken on test divisions :—

7th March, majority for Government ...... cooeeeseevusies svenasanns 16
18th  do do 1« Y TR 25

2nd April, do s R P 31*
17th  do do QO et i i e e 26

7th May,  do QO v et e e 31
8th do do 15 (e R R 33
12th do do e U S 24
16th  do do < L T R PR R 35

They had left off with a majority of 35 at their command. The ordinary pre-

* Mr. Huntington’s motion.
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sumption would be that their supporters still adhered to them. Had anything
occurred to invalidate this conclusion ? The publication of the documents I have
referred to? Judging from the process of thought in my own mind, which com-
pelled me to suspend my verdict, I could not bring myself to believe that Parlia-
ment had jumped to any premature conclusion. But I had one other indication to
assist me. Ninety-two Members of Parliament declared themselves opposed to
the views of Ministers on prorogation. Where were the other one hundred and
seven, and what were their opinions? Of the thirty-five or forty who were in their
places, not one took steps to make me aware that they had ceased to support the
Government. Their names were conspicuously absent from the Memorial. The
sixty or sixty-five members who were away cannot complain if I have interpreted
their absence as an indication that they endorsed the policy of Government, so far
at least as prorogation was concerned. That the Memorialists were so many and
no more was in itself significant, for it gave the measure of the effort made and the
maximum result. They were not even a moiety of the House. They were a
minority, and therefore not in a position to acquaint me with the wishes of the
majority, or to speak in behalf of Parliament at all. So acutely was the force of
this fact felt that within a very few days after prorogation, it was industriously cir-
culated by all the Opposition newspapers, that in refusing to acquiesce in the sug-
gestions of the signatories of this Memorial, I had flown in the face of a  majority”
of the House of Commons. It is said that hypocrisy is the homage paid by vice to
virtue. The pertinacity with which this mis-statement has been propagated, I can-
not but regard as a homage to the strength of my position. But, not content with
this, some papers have even gone further, and stated positively that other gentlemen,
friends of the Government, waited upon me the same day and held language similar
to the remonstrants—an assertion for which there is not the slightest foundation, for
on that day, up to three o’clock, with the exception of the Speaker, the remon-
strant members themselves, and my Ministers, I had neither spoken to nor heard
from a single Member of Parliament.

But it has been subsequently argued, that inasmuch as no division ever took
place in a perfectly full house, ninety-two signatures implied a practical majority,
~—as though my appreciation of what should constitute a majority is to be regulated
by my estimate of the cogency of the respective whips. If, however, we are to
count noses with such particularity, let us see how the case stands. I admit that
the numerical strength of a house is always in excess of its voting power. There
will always be accidental vacancies. But the ranks of each side are equally
liable to be thinned by casualties. What was the voting power represented by this
Memorial ? It is true, on the word of the Chairman, I took 93 as the number of
persons on whose behalf he spoke, but the actual signatures at the time I had to
decide on my course were only 92. Of these, three were affixed by proxy, reducing
the momentary voting strength of the body represented to 89; for it is to be
presumed that, unless detained from Ottawa, the remaining gentlemen would
have signed with their own hands. Now, if we double 89 we get a house of 178,
and no later than last Session 183 names appeared on a division list,—so that the
89 remonstrants represented only a minority of the House even on this principle
of reckoning. But during the whole of last Session, Government had a large



172 HISTORY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF [1873

majority, a condition of affairs which superinduces a laxity of attendance. Had
the two parties been more evenly balanced, had victory depended on only a few
votes, the muster of members would have been inevitably stronger, and the
maximum division list of 183 undoubtedly exceeded.

But I am not prepared to admit that a Governor General would be justified in
taking so serious a step as was then urged upon me, on the strength of a memorial
signed even by a majority of Members of Parliament. Except so far as bringing
a certain amount of pressure to bear upon him for a momentary purpose, a docu-
ment of this nature is quite inconsequent. It would prove so much waste paper in
the presence of a different mandate from the constituencies of many of these
gentlemen, and when the time for voting arrived the Governor who relied upon it
might very well find a considerable proportion of its signatories on the wrong side
of the division list, with a dozen plausible excuses for their having played him
false. Indeed within a couple of hours after the deputation had left my presence,
I was assured on trustworthy authority that some of these very persons had openly
stated that in signing the Memorial they by no means intended to signify that they
withdrew their support from Government.

It is further to be remembered that, although I was in Ottawa at six in the
morning, I heard nothing of this Memorial until 1 o’clock, that three was the hour
at which Parliament met, that the gentlemen bringing it must have known that its
presentation and perusal must have occupied some time, and that I was bound to
communicate it to my Ministers,—yet it was upon the strength of a document of
this nature, presented in this fashion, when my Speech from the Throne was in the
hands of the printers and the guard of honor under arms, that I was expected to
take a step which under such circumstances must have inevitably led to a change
of Government, and possibly a general election.

I have one further point to mention, and I have done. It is a favorite theory
at this moment with many persons, that when once grave charges of this nature
have been preferred against the Ministry they become #pso facto unfit to counsel the
Crown. The practical application of this principle would prove very inconvenient,
and would leave not only the Governor General, but every Lieutenant Governor in
the Dominion, very thinly provided with responsible advisers, for as far as I have
been able to seize the spirit of political controversy in Canada, there is scarcely an
eminent man in the country on either side whose character or integrity has not
been, at one time or another, the subject of reckless attack by his opponents in the
press. Even your Lordship and Mr. Gladstone have not escaped, for it has been
more than insinuated that the Imperial Government have been ‘got at’ by Sir
Sohn Macdonald, and that the law officers of Her Majesty were instructed to con-
demn the Oaths Bill contrary to their legal convictions.

In conclusion, I desired to call your Lordship’s attention to the fact, that in this
despatch I have made no allusion to the Royal Commission, which I have just
issued under the advice of my Ministers.

My desire is to keep the transactions relating to the prorogation of Parliament,
and to the issue of the Commission, entirely distinct. These two events are quite
disconnected and independent. The reasons which induced me to agree to the
prorogation of Parliament had to be considered without reference to the effect of
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prorogation on the Committee, or, at least, they appeared sufficiently cogent to over-
power any countervailing arguments founded on the necessity of keeping the Com-
mittee alive. However much I might have desired to do so, I could not have
treated Parliament as a pregnant woman, and prolonged its existence for the sake
of the lesser life attached to it. If I have satisfied your Lordship that prorogation
under the circumstances was the proper course, the extinction of the Committee
was an ill effect with which I had no concern. It is necessary to keep this consi-
deration very clearly before our eyes, otherwise a confusion of ideas will ensue,
prejudicial to a correct judgment of the case. The extinction of the Committee is
being denounced as the worst feature in the transaction by persons who are ready
to admit that prorogation was perhaps a necessity, and they insensibly transfer their
dissatisfaction with the result to the circumstance which occasioned it. The same
class of minds probably conjecture that the destruction of the Committee was the
main inducement with my Government for insisting on prorogation, but with
speculations of this kind I have nothing todo. I prorogued Parliament for what I
considered not only full and sufficient, but imperative reason. The subordinate con-
sequences incident to the transaction do not, therefore, come under review.

There is one further point it may be well to remember. I see it is asserted that
the Government purposely kept its sixty Members away., Of course I have no
means of knowing how far this may have been the case. It is probable that having
concluded that the session could not be prolonged, my Ministers may have notified
their followers to that effect, but it is an indisputable fact, that the absence of a
considerable proportion was unavoidable.

In another despatch I propose to address your Lordship on the subject of the
Commission.

I have the honor to be, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient servant,

(Signed, ) DUFFERIN,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley,

&ec., &c., &c.

This despatch shews that Lord Dufferin better understood the
Constitutional form of government which our early reformers, headed
by Robert Baldwin, so long and so untiringly strove to secure than
the political descendants of that sterling man, who would have scorned,
under any temptation, to violate its principles. It is a notable circum-
stance that the only two attacks sustained by Constitutional Govern-
ment in Canada, since the Confederation of the Provinces, have been
made by the Liberal party,—first, in the case now under consideration,
and second, in the person of the Lieutenant Governor of Quebec, Mr.
Letellier de St. Just, in the early part of this year (1878). If any thing
were needed to show the absolute necessity of administering our
Colonial Government through a statesman from Britain it would be
furnished by the history of these two transactions.
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The Governor General, as was to be expected, now became the
object of bitter animadversion. The Opposition press exhausted the
vocabularies of abuse, but its violence was so extreme as to shock all
just-minded people, and thus its attacks were deprived of most of
their force. Its statements were so grossly untrue,—its views of Con-
stitutional Government so crude and incorrect, and its virulence so un-
justifiable, that its utterances may be passed by as unworthy of note ;
and when we examine the arguments of the cooler men and the more
educated minds, which have been placed before the public, on this
much debated subject, we find even them so disfigured by mis-state-
ments, and so marred by illogical reasoning, that we rise from the
task, convinced that Lord Dufferin’s position, as taken by himself in
his answer to the ninety-two memorialists and in his despatch to the
Earl of Kimberley, was the correct one ; and that he, in his dealings
with the embroglio, has done the cause of Constitutional Government
good service, in the proper application of its principles, and the
enlightened working of its rules of practice.

The House was prorogued on the 13th August. On the 14th a
Royal Commission was issued under the Canadian Act, 31 Vic., Cap.
38, to the Hon. Charles Dewey Day, of Montreal, late one of the
Judges of the Superior Court ; the Hon. A. Polette, of Three Rivers,
one of the Judges of the Superior Court; and James Robert Gowan,
of Barrie, County Court Judge of the County of Simcoe, in the Pro-
vince of Ontario, authorizing them to enquire into the various mat-
ters connected with the issue of the Pacific Railway Charter.

It will be borne in mind that Mr. Mackenzie’s motion of the 13th
August declared that :

¢¢ Constitutional usage requires that charges of corruption against Ministers of
the Crown should be investigated by Parliament, and that the assumption of that
duty by any tribunal created by the Executive would be a flagrant violation of the
privileges of this House.”

This was, of course, directed against the anticipated issue of
a Royal Commission, which the leader of the Opposition, supported
by all of his followers, with the exception, perhaps, of Mr. Blake—whose
adhesion to the doctrine of Mr. Mackenzie does not seem to have
been close—took pains beforehand to denounce. But the point of
Constitutional law involved is by no means clear in Mr. Mackenzie’s
favor ; on the contrary, it seems to be pretty clear against him.

In discussing Colonial Constitutional law, it must be kept constant-
ly in view that a Governor General, unlike Her Majesty, has two
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characters : he is the head of the Executive of the Dominion, and thus
far his position is similar to that of Her Majesty in Britain,—but he is,
besides, an Imperial officer, charged with the duty of guarding Im-
perial interests, as contra-distinguished from Colonial ones. In this
particular case this duty was emphasized by the fact that the Home
Government had passed an Act to guarantee a large loan to be raised
for the purpose of assisting the Pacific Railway enterprise. Admit-
ting, for the sake of argument, that the issue of the Royal Commis-
sion was per se an improper interference with the privileges of
Parliament,—for it is not denied that the moment the House had
become “seized” of the matter by the appointment of a Parliamen-
tary Committee, any interference with that proceeding would have
been irregular—yet it by no means follows that the Governor General,
in his character of guardian of Imperial interests, was debarred from
enquiry. It might—and there is nothing unreasonable in supposing
such a case—it might happen that a dishonest or factious Ministry,
supported by a dishonest or factious majority in the House, was
pursuing a dishonorable course affecting Imperial interests. To pro-
tect these interests is the duty of the representative here of the Crown,
but to appeal to his Ministry would, in the case supposed, be useless.
Would there be no escape from so anomalous a position? The duty
of the Governor General was to facilitate the Parliamentary enquiry,
which he did to the utmost extent of his ability, by insisting on an
early and extra session of the House ; his duty to the Imperial author-
ities was to institute an enquiry at the earliest moment,—and this he
did by means of the Royal Commission. It is vain and unfair to argue
that he should not have prorogued. Had he permitted the House, as
constituted on the 13th August, to take the matter into its control,
he would have been playing into the hands of an unscrupulous minor-
ity of the whole House, who well knew that a great many of the sup-
porters of the Ministry, trusting to the understanding arrived at before
they left Ottawa on the 23rd May, were not in attendance. Ad-
journ the House he could not, for that is the act of the House itself ;
and as the Session was at the moment composed of a majority of the
Opposition, who had evidently gathered in strength, hoping to take the
Ministry at a disadvantage,—to leave this majority to proceed accord-
ing to their pleasure would have been to break faith, or rather permit
them, too willing as they were, to break faith with the other members,
who were, many of them, thousands of miles distant. The only
course, therefore, open to the Governor General was to prorogue, with
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the pledge of a speedy Session, and issue a Royal Commission. By
this strictly constitutional proceeding he obtained an enquiry into the
conduct of his Ministers, whom he could not on the simplest principles
of justice dismiss on mere suspicion, —and he avoided all interference
with the privileges of Parliament, since an enquiry on the part of the
House could be ordered when it next met. The Commission was
declared to be issued under the authority of the Act of Canada, 31
Victoria, chapter 38 (1868) intituled, “ An Act Respecting Inquiries
Concerning Public Matters,” which provides that :

¢ Whenever the Governor in Council deems it expedient to cause enquiry to be
made into and concerning any matter connected with the good government of
Canada, or the conduct of any part of the public business thereof, and such enquiry
is not regulated by any special law, the Governor may, by the Commission in the
case, confer the power to examine witnesses on oath,” &-c.

It was urged that this Act gave power to the “ Governor in Coun-
cil” only to issue the Commission, but, be that as it may, Sir John
Macdonald urged the issue from the commencement, and the fact that
it was really issued as an act of the Dominion Government in no way
detracted from its value as a means of obtaining information, under
oath,—from Sir John Macdonald’s frankness in offering it, nor from
His Excellency’s sincere desire to obtain the fullest information as to
the conduct of the members of his Government at the earliest moment,
and in the most thorough manner possible.

On the 18th August His Excellency sent to the Colonial Secre-
tary, the Earl of Kimberley, the following despatch :

No. 198.
CANADA, Aug. 18, 1873.

My LorD,—In my previous despatch of the 15th August, I had the honor
of informing your Lordship of the circumstances under which Parliament was pro-
rogued on the 13th.

As a consequence of that event, the Pacific Railway Committee of Enquiry
became extinct, and, as I have already mentioned, an interval of eight or ten weeks
was to elapse before the re-assembly of Parliament. A question consequently
arose as to whether, during this short recess, anything could be done to forward
the hitherto abortive inquiry touching the Pacific Railway Charter.

When I was at Prince Edward Island, and in communication with my two
Ministers, Messrs, 77//ey and Zupper,—shortly after the publication of the Mc Mul-
len correspondence,—I had intimated to them that, should the Committee of the
House of Commons find itself unable to prosecute the investigation, the truth must
be got at somehow,—and that perhaps an inquiry conducted before three judges of
the land might prove a satisfactory issue out of the difficulty. In making this
suggestion I was actuated by a double motive, In the first place, I was deeply
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distressed at the embarrassing relations which existed between my Ministers and
myself. These gentlemen were being assailed by irresponsible newspaper corre-
spondents with accusations of the most injurious description. Documents which,
perhaps, in themselves proved nothing, had been brought into an alleged connec-
tion with a narrative that invested them with a very sinister signification. The
Parliamentary Committee that had undertaken to discover the truth appeared to
be paralyzed, and the accused were thus shut out from all means of vindicating
their characters. Yet it was to these persons I was bound to recur for advice in
all matters affecting the administration of public affairs. Again, as an Imperial
officer, it was my duty to watch with especial care over Imperial interests. The
allegation current against my Ministers and others, was that they had fraudulently
dealt with certain monetary trusts, voted indeed by the Parliament of Canada, but
guaranteed, to a considerable extent, by the Imperial Government. This being so,
I was evidently bound, apart from any action of the Canadian House of Commons,
whose powers of scrutiny seemed for the present of small avail, to obtain satisfac-
tion in regard to these matters by any constitutional methods within my reach.
Indeed from this point of view it was not the Ministry of the day,—who are but an
evanescent Committee of Parliament,—but the Parliament of Canada itself that
was responsible to Great Britain in respect of any malversation which might have
occurred—as having confided the disposal of these interests to improper agents.

At the same time, as long as the Parliamentary Committee was in existence,
even though it had ceased to act, the resort to any other instrument of investiga-
tion was not desirable. Beyond, therefore, the casual suggestion to which I have
referred, nothing further was volunteered by me in this sense. When, however,
the prorogation of Parliament being decided upon, and the Committee of the House
of Commons being about consequently to become extinct, my Government under-
took, on its own responsibility, to advise the issue of a Commission to three Judges
of character, standing, and acknowledged integrity, I had no difficulty in acquiesc-
ing in their recommendation.

I have now, therefore, to inform your Lordship that onthe 14th August I signed
a . Commission at the instance of my responsible advisers, and by virtue of the
powers vested in the Governor General by the Canadian Act of the 31 Vic., Cap. 38,
to the Honorable Judge Day, the Honorable Judge Polette and Judge Gowan,
authorizing them to inquire into the various matters connected with the issue of the
Pacific Railway Charter. A copy of this Commission I have the honor to append.

On referring to it, your Lordship will observe that the purview of the Com-
mission is very wide and inquisitorial, and that there is nothing to restrict its recep-
tion of anything that may appear to deserve the name of evidence. The professional
antecedents of these gentlemen are set forth in the accompanying document, which
has been prepared for me by my Ministers. Only one of them is personally known
to me, viz. : Judge Day, who, as Chancellor of the McGill University, received me
on my visit to that Institution. Since that we have improved our acquaintance,
and I have no hesitation in stating, both from what I know and have learnt, that
I have every confidence in Judge Day’s high sense of honor, capacity, and firmness.

I have also considered it my duty to satisfy myself as to the qualifications of
the two other gentlemen with whom he is associated, and I am in a position to

M
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inform your Lordship that they are generally regarded as persons of unblemished
integrity, sound judgment, and professional ability, while the length of time all
three have been removed from politics frees them from the suspicion of political
partizanship.

Notwithstanding the creditable antecedents of these personages, they have been
sharply assailed by the Opposition press, for which the praises of the Ministerial
organs is scarcely an adequate consolation. Perhaps, however, it may not be
amiss that I should append two or three articles from newspapers bitterly opposed
to the Government, who, nevertheless, are compelled to bear a scant and niggard
testimony to the high qualities of these gentlemen.

Under ordinary circumstances, I should have thought it sufficient to have ter-
minated my despatch at this point, but as matters now stand, it is necessary that I
should describe to your Lordship the chief features of the controversy to which the
issue of this Commission has given rise.

The objections urged against it seem to be three in number.

Ist. That the present investigation is not of the kind contemplated by the Act.

This point is so entirely a question of legal interpretation that I can only be
guided in regard to it by my law officer.

2nd. That the issue of the Commission is an invasion of the privilege of Parlia-
ment ; that Parliament being seized of the matter, no other authority has a right to
concern itself in the investigation.

I apprehend that this view cannot be sustained. The powers with which the
Commission is vested being legal, and granted by Parliament without limitation,
it is difficult to believe that their exercise can be held an interference with the pri-
vileges of Parliament. It is not a criminal suit, but a simple inquiry that has been
instituted by the House of Commons at the instance of my Ministers. Moreover,
Parliament has ceased to conduct this inquiry. The Crown possesses no absolute
guarantee that it will be renewed, or that, when renewed, it will be effectual. If
Ministers fall on a vote of want of confidence on the address, it might prove the
interest of so many persons to let the matter drop, that the Committee may not be
re-appointed. Unless conducted under oath, the investigation will certainly prove
ineffectual ; and I am advised that it is doubtful whether any device exists by which
a mere Committee of the House of Commons can be enabled to swear its witnesses.
If, therefore, an immediate investigation will promote the ¢ good Government of
Canada,” to quote the words of the Act, I do not apprehend that Parliament can
denounce the Commission as a breach of privilege. The House of Commons may
declare the issue of the Commission to be inopportune and unadvisable, and may
visit with its displeasure the Ministers who counselled its appointment, but it can
have no Jlocus standi as against the Crown itself.

Moreover, it must be remembered that the Commission can in no way intercept
or supersede the jurisdiction of the House of Commons. It will be quite com-
petent for Parliament to ignore the fact of its having existed. Its influence on the
present situation will entirely depend on the way in which it discharges its functions.
If the public is convinced that it has elucidated the truth—no matter with what
result—its position will be unassailable—if it fails to do so, it will not require the
action of Parliament to proclaim its décidance.
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There is yet another way of looking at the matter. Few people will deny that
individually I have the right to require an explanation from my Ministers in regard
to these transactions. But it is evident that in respect of so complicated a busi-
ness I have neither the time, nor the knowledge, nor the professional acuteness
necessary to unravel the tangled web of incriminatory matter presented to me. If,
then, I possess the legal power, and if, by undertaking to answer for the Act, my
Ministers endow me with the constitutional power, can Parliament complain if I
take advantage of these circumstances to subject my Ministers, through the Com-
mission that represents me, to such an interrogatory as I may deem advisable, orif
I order the collection of such other evidence as may be forthcoming, and is
calculated to throw light upon the business ?

Nor has Mr. Huntington himself any grounds to dispute my right to take
cognizance of this affair. While the Parliamentary Committee was still in exist-
ence, he approached me officially and directly with communications incriminating
sworn members of my Privy Council. It is true I returned him the documents he
forwarded, and declined to take personal cognizance of a matter then before a
Committee of the House of Commons, but I retain his covering letter, and it is
scarcely competent for him,—the Committee having ceased to exist,—to decline
the jurisdiction of the Commission so far as it is concerned with what he himself
brought to my notice. By his own act he has invited my intervention, and sub-
mitted the matter to the direct cognizance of the Crown.

Thirdly. The ¢ personnel” of the Commission is complained of as partial to
the Government, and as having been chosen by the accused. Into the personal
question I need not enter further than I have done. That the Commissioners
should have been named by the Government is an accident inevitable to the
anomalous situation of affairs ; but when we consider the character and antecedents
of these gentlemen, that they sit in open court, that their powers of inquiry are
unlimited, that they will act under the eyes of unsparing critics, that any appear-
ance of flinching on their part will only stimulate the desire both in and out of
Parliament for further inquiry, and that in such an event a review of the case by
the House of Commons is extremely probable, I do not think that any practical
objection can be taken to them on this account.

I should have much preferred that Sir #/4#’s previous offer to the House of
Commons’ Committee should have been renewed, for although this Committee can-
not be pronounced free from those characteristics which adhere to all Parliamen-
tary Committees on such occasions, it might possibly possess greater vigor of
evisceration than a Commission, though its ultimate verdict might not prove vnani-
mous. It would, moreover, have been able to command the appearance of Mr.
Huntington as a willing prosecutor. That gentleman, as I understand, intends to
question the jurisdiction of Judge Day and his colleagues. Of course, the Minis.-
terialists asseverate that he fears being brought to book, that having thoroughly
prejudiced the public mind through the agency of Mr. McMulles’s letters he would
willingly let the Government lie as long as possible under the odium of a vague
charge which accurate inquiry would dispose of ; but this seems a groundless asper-
sion. Mr. Huntington may be, and indeed I trust, and so far believe, is mistaken.
He may have ‘“got hold of the wrong end of the stick,” and have been too quick in
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drawing inferences ; it may be doubtful if he is well advised in declining to appear,
if that should be his determination, but that after all he has said and done he should
have misgivings as to his case is not credible, and such an injurious supposition is
unjustifiable. But the difficulties in the way of making a second offer to Messrs.
Blake and Dorion appeared insuperable, for both these gentlemen declining Sir
Fohn’s former proposal to make them Commissioners grounded themselves not
only on the necessity of obtaining the House’s sanction to their change of status, an
objection which, though somewhat subtle, was perhaps, sustainable, but furthermore
asserted that as Commissioners their independence would be destroyed. Mr. Blake,
moreover, had stated that on personal grounds he could not consent to act on a
Conmission appointed under the advice of Sir $okn Macdonald. As there was no
reason to suppose that these gentlemen had changed their minds in these respects,
it did not appear advisable to re-approach them on the subject.

Under these circumstances it was evident,—if the interval that must elapse
before the re-assembly of Parliament was to be utilized,—that any inquiry which
might be possible must be confided to fresh hands.

That my Ministers should desire an opportunity of making themselves heard
can be well understood. The language used on their behalf is something of this
sort :—*‘ For months past we have been the objects of the vilest calumnies. Our
“ most confidential documents have been purloined by an informer, and dishonestly
¢¢ connected with a narrative which is itself untrue. Hitherto we have had no
¢¢ opportunity of rebutting these accusations. The instrument appointed by the
“ House of Commons to do justice between us and our traducers has proved
¢¢ powerless for that object. Considering with whom we have to deal, we require
“ the evidence against us to be substantiated by an oath. We are not willing to
¢¢ place our honor at the mercy of our accusers unless protected against perjury.
¢« We ourselves are anxious to be heard upon our oaths. We doubt whether a
¢¢ Committee of the House of Commons can acquire the power of swearing in its
¢¢ witnesses without an Imperial Act. We think it but fair before Parliament
“‘re-assembles that we should have an opportunity of answering fully, point by
¢ po.nt, the injurious allegations brought against us. This cannot be done by mere
¢ statements. We desire therefore to subject ourselves to as searching an interro-
¢¢ gatory as a skilled tribunal or our most bitter opponents can apply. Unless we
¢“ have this opportunity we shall meet Parliament at a disadvantage. Our enemies
‘“have possessed themselves of the ear of the public for months. We have had
“no opportunities of counteracting these influences. Let at least our story be
¢“heard before a premature decision is snatched from Parliament, saturated as it
““may have become with these calumnies. We do not wish to escape from the
« scrutiny of the House of Commons. We know we could not do so,—did we so
¢« desire,—but since its action is for a time suspended, do not condemn us to
¢t remain, during the interval, under the opprobrium of such accusations.”

It is not my province to examine the force of this pleading. I merely report
it for your Lordship’s information ; but no one can fail to see that my Ministers
are fairly entitled, so far as the law allows them, to do whatever in them lies to
diss:pate the ifpression occasioned by the enforced silence entailed upon them by
the inaction of the late Parliamentary Committee.
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I have now concluded my narrative of the two important occurrences in which I
have found myself so unexpectedly engaged. My anxieties have been very great, and
my position most embarrassing. If I have erred in the conduct of these affairs, I
feel I can count upon your Lordship’s indulgence to put a favorable construction
on my intentions. Trained in the liberal school of politics under the auspices of a
great champion of Parliamentary rights, my political instincts would revolt against
any undue exercise of the Crown’s Prerogative. Vet it is of this I find myself
accused. I trust, however, that reflection will dissipate such impressions, and that
the people of Canada will ultimately feel that it is for their permanent interest that
a Governor General should unflinchingly maintain the principle of Ministerial
responsibility, and that it is better he should be too tardy in relinquishing this
palladium of colonial liberty, than too rash in resorting to acts of personal inter-
ference.

Considering how eager has been the controversy, I cannot hope to escape
criticism, but any irritation thus engendered will perhaps be softened by the reflec-
tion that, coming to this country full of faith in its people and its destinies, I was
naturally slow to believe that widespread public and personal corruption should
exist among its most eminent public men. If it should turn out that I have been
deceived in my -estimate of Canadian purity, the error is one which Canada may
afford to pardon. If, as I trust will be the case, the integrity of her chief states-
men is vindicated, I shall be well content if the fact of ¢ my not having despaired
of the Republic” is forgotten in the general satisfaction such a result will produce.

Be that as it may, there is one circumstance which we can regard with unmiti-
gated satisfaction. The alleged revelations which have taken place have profound-
ly moved the whole population. Apart from the section of society ¢ within poli-
tics ” whose feeling may be stimulated by other considerations, every citizen in the
country, no matter how indifferent to public affairs, has been dismayed and
humiliated by the thought that such things as are alleged to have taken place by
Mr. MecMullen and Mr Huntington should be possible. This is a re-assuring sign,
and even should it be found, which God forbid, that the Government has been un-
worthy of the trust confided to it, the indignation and the searchings of heart that
will ensue throughout the land will go far to cleanse the public life of Canada
for many a year to come.

I must apologize for the length of this and my previous despatch, but in record-
ing these transactions, I felt that T was contributing to a page of the History of
Canada.

I have, &c.,
(Signed,) DUFFERIN.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley,
&c., &c., &c.

Dates may be anticipated here, by introducing the expression of
the opinions of the Imperial Ministry on these despatches.

DOWNING STREET, gth October, 1873.
My Lorp,—I have received and laid before the Queen your Lordship’s
despatches, No. 197 of the 15th August, and No. 198 of the 18th August, giving
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an account of the circumstances connected with the recent prorogation of the
Dominion Parliament, and the issue of a commission to enquire into the charges
brought forward by Mr. Huntington. ¥er Majesty’s Government have read these
clear and able statements with much interest. It is not their duty to express any
opinion upon the particular measures adopted on the advice of your responsible
Ministers, but they fully approve your having acted in these matters in accordance

with constitutional usage.
I have, &c.,

KIMBERLEY.
GOVERNOR GENERAL,

The RiGHT HONORABLE THE EARL OF DUFFERIN, &°C.

The London Times, a journal which has so frequently expressed
opinions offensive to all intelligent and loyal Canadians, and views of
colonial policy antagonistic to the prosperity of Canada, is yet an
authority of respectable weight when it confines itself to questions of
purely constitutional law. That paper, speaking without full infor-
mation, at first condemned the proceedings of Lord Dufferin, but
subsequently, when they could be interpreted by the .light of the
accurate statement of facts which his despatches and the evidence
taken before the Commission contained, it veered round, and con-
cludes a very fair review of the case, in its issue of the 6th Novem-
ber, with these words:

¢« But, whatever may be the issue, the vindication of Lord Dufferin is complete.
The page of the History of Canada which he modestly apologizes for writing may
record events discreditable to the public men of the Dominion, but it contains
nothing that does not reflect honor on the representative of the British Crown.”

His Excellency left Ottawa immediately after prorogation, ez
route for St. John, N.B., where he was to rejoin Lady Dufferin, and
proceed on his progress through the Provinces.

His Excellency arrived at St. John, on the 1gth August, where
he met Lady Dufferin, who had just come from Halifax and Anna-
polis. They were both received with unusual demonstrations of

joy.*

* The following notice, cut from a local paper, is a truthful picture of the recep-
tion of His Excellency in the- chief city of New Brunswick : ¢ Those in Ontario
who were curious to know how His Excellency would be received on his return
from Ottawa, those especially who predicted that the people would follow their
own disreputable example of abusing him, must be interested in knowing that the
demonstration in St. John has surpassed any previous demonstration in honor of
a Governor General ever given in this city ; that it has been a popular demonstra-
tion in every sense, a demonstration without the aid of civic appropriation,
regular. troops, or official pomp of any kind ; and that the meanness shown by the
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As usual the days of their stay were days of universal holiday-
making, and the recent occurrences at Ottawa had so elevated His
Excellency in the estimation of all well-balanced minds that the
citizens of St. John did their utmost to prove their respect and attach-
ment. A drawing room reception, ball, regatta, torch-light procession,
public holiday and addresses were the order of the time. In his reply
to an address presented by the children of the Common Schools of St.
John, His Excellency truly said :

¢ Education is a subject to which I have devoted a great deal of my time, and
in which I am deeply interested. During my tour through the various parts of
the Dominion, I have felt it my duty to pay especial attention to a subject so vital
to the interests of Canada, and wherever I have gone I have had the satisfaction
of observing that the education of the children is among the foremost subjects
which pre-occupy the attention of my fellow citizens. * * * T will conclude
by saying that among the many glorious sights which it has been my good fortune
to witness since I crossed the Atlantic, there is none which has been so gratifying
to the feelings of myself and of the Countess of Dufferin as that which is here
exhibited. ~Gentlemen, I see before me, standing in the brightness of their youth
and beauty, the smiling representatives of the seven Provinces which constitute
this Dominion ;—and, if I may be permitted to close my observations with a prayer,
it is that as their prototypes now stand side by side in sisterly union, and in the
brightness of their youthful loveliness, so may these glorious Provinces ever remain
united by the ties of domestic affection and the bond of a common loyalty, and
boast to themselves to future ages as the mothers of a race as energetic, brave, and
loyal as that to which their fair representatives before us belong.”’

On Saturday, 23rd August, the party left St. John for Fredericton,
the capital of New Brunswick. This visit had an excellent effect in
cooling the heat of anti-confederate feeling which had distinguished
New Brunswick, and the outburst of popular feeling which the
admirable qualities of both His Excellency and the Countess of
Dufferin evoked from the people of St. John was a conclusive proof
that the embers of the anti-confederate fires were fast turning to ashes.

The visit to Fredericton was a constant ovation. On their way to
the city the party was met by two steamers, chartered by John

local echoes of the Ontario papers that attack His Excellency has had the effect of
making demonstrative, respect and loyal feelings that would otherwise have been
indulged in dignified silence after the fashion of this commercial and unsentimental
mart.”  Another local journal says: ¢ Yesterday will long be remembered by the
people who live around the mouth of the St. John. It was one of the greatest,
pleasantest, and most universal holidays which has ever been celebrated here.
Scarcely any Royal—certainly no previous Vice-royal visit, evoked so much
enthusiasm,”
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Pickard, Esq., M.P., containing the ladies and children of the capital.
On their arrival they were met by the Mayor and Aldermen and the
Reception Committee. In the evening a reception was held at the
Exhibition Building, where an address was presented, followed by a
promenade concert, the school children singing the National Anthem.
A torch-light procession closed the proceedings of the first day. On
Monday a pic-nic was given by the Local Government, and in the
evening Government House grounds were illuminated.

Monday was spent in visiting Mr. Gibson’s village of Nashwaak,
and in an excursion over the Riviere du Loup Railway. Among the
excursionists were the President of the road, Alex. Gibson, Esq. ; Julius
Inches, Secretary ; Sheriff Temple, C. H. Fairweather, the Hon. T. R.
Jones, John Boyd, Esq., W. H. Harrison, Esq., several members of the
Senate, House of Commons, Local Government and Legislature,
and many others. On their return the party enjoyed a pic-nic at
Merrithew’s farm, fifteen miles from Fredericton, and among the guests,
besides their Excellencies and swite, were the Lieutenant Governor,
Mr. Wilmot, Mrs. Wilmot, Mrs. King, Mrs. Adams, Miss Mary Dever,
and General Warner, the United States Consul.

On Tuesday, the 26th August, the party left St. John for Wood-
stock. They were escorted out of the city by a large number of ladies
and gentlemen, among whom were Lieutenant Governor Wilmot, Mrs.
Wilmot, Miss Black, Mr. and Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Shuttleworth, Cols.
Saunders and Otty, Hon. Messrs. Thomas R. Jones, Fraser, Young,
Kelly, Stevenson, Willis, and Crawford, Sheriff Temple, Julius Inches,
and W. W. Street.

Woodstock was reached in the evening, the party having been
met on the road about four miles from the town by the Hon. C. Perley,
Mr. Connell, Col. Inches and Col. Baird. Their reception was very
enthusiastic. In fact the tour of His Excellency through the Pro-
vinces was an unintermitting ovation, and it was quite evident that
the visit and soothing words of His Excellency were working a charm
over the remnants of the anti-confederate party. An address by the
Mayor and Councillors, reception by Her Excellency, and a torch-light
procession consumed the period of the short visit to Woodstock,
whence their Excellencies departed for Grand Falls.

This ended the visit to the Maritime Provinces, and their Excel-
lencies reached Quebec on the 5th September.

It will be remembered that the Province of Prince Edward Island
entered Confederation on the 1st July of this year. The first elec-
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tions for the Dominion House were concluded on the 17th Sep-
tember. This island, with a population of about 95,000, sends six
members to the House of Commons. Of these six, five were gen-
erally supposed to be supporters of Sir John Macdonald’s Ministry,
headed by Mr. Laird * ; they were Messrs. J. C. Pope and James Yeo
for Prince County; Laird and Sinclair for Queen’s County; and
Davis and A. C. Macdonald for King’s County.

Newfoundland still held out against Confederation, but it was
hoped by many that the general elections for her Assembly, to be
held in November of this year, would perhaps return a House dis-
posed to enter into negotiations with the Dominion with a view to
union ; but the hope was delusive. The truth seems to be that there
is no Confederate party in that Island,—both of the political parties
seem opposed to it, and no especial effort has been made either by
the Imperial or the Dominion Government to induce her to join the
Confederacy. She has so far remained contentedly out of it. The
chief line of demarcation between the parties of the Province seems
to be a religious one. Unfortunately, the old feud between Protestant-
ism and Roman Catholicism forms the basis of their parliamentary
struggle, and in a population of 150,000, of Which 60,000 are adher-
ents of the Roman Catholic faith, it is not surprising to find that the
most unhealthy of all disputes, religious ones, predominate in the
Island.

In October, the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, of which Sir
Hugh Allan was the President, finding it impossible to make satisfac-
tory monetary arrangements in England, formally surrendered their
charter to the Dominion Government.

Their Excellencies having spent most of their time since their
return from the Maritime Provinces in Quebec, left that city for
Montreal en route for Ottawa on the 15th October. They had
delighted the people of Quebec by their hospitalities, and their depar-
ture was signalized by a great display. They arrived at Montreal on
the morning of the 16th, and after visiting the Villa Maria Convent
left for Ottawa on the following morning, where they arrived in
the afternoon of the same day.

Parliament was opened on the 23rd October. The Speech from
the Throne declared that His Excellency had caused Parliament to
be summoned at the earliest moment after the receipt of the report of

* Now Lieutenant Governor of the North West Territories.
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the Pacific Railway Commission. It promised a bill for the amend-
ment of the laws relating to the representation of the people in Par-
liament ; it informed the Houses that the charter given to the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company had been surrendered ; and expressed
the hope that steps would be taken to secure the early commence-
ment and vigorous prosecution of the work, “and thus carry out in
good faith the arrangement made with the Province of British Colum-
bia”; and it invited the attention of the Legislature to the establish-
ment of a general Court of Appeals.

The attention of the House was called to the report of the Rail-
way Commission by Sir John Macdonald, who immediately after the
delivery of the Speech from the Throne brought down messages from
His Excellency, severally transmitting the following documents :
Papers relative to the disallowance of the Oaths Act ; papers relative
to the prorogation of Parliament on the 13th August; and papers
relative to the issue of the Royal Commission. Of these the only
one necessary to re-produce is the Report of the Commissioners, which
was as follows :

Mav 11 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—The undersigned Commissioners, ap-
pointed by Royal Commission addressed to them under the Great Seal of Canada,
bearing date the fourteenth day of August, A.D., 1873.

HAVE THE HONOR TO REPORT,—

1. That they met at Ottawa on the eighteenth day of August last, for the pur-
pose of making preparations for the discharge of the duties imposed upon them by
the Commission.

2. The course of proceedings was then settled, and the fourth day of September
last was appointed for entering upon the examination of witnesses.

3. The Commissioners, on undertaking the enquiry they were enjoined to make,
had hoped that the entire conduct of it would not have been left in their hands,
that the Hon. Mr. Huntington, or some one who believed that the charges specified
in the Commission could be established by evidence, would have conducted the
enquiry before them ; and they had resolved in such event, not only to accept such
aid in the investigation, but to allow to the promoter at least the same latitude in
the mode of proceeding as the recognised officers in courts of justice are allowed in
ordinary judicial investigations, and also to give to the members of the Government
a like latitude for defence. This course appeared to the Commissioners to be just,
and in accordance with what they believed to be your Excellency’s wishes and ex-
pectations.

4. In the prosecution of their work the Commissioners have called before them
such persons as they had reason to believe could give any information on the sub-
ject of it, or otherwise facilitate the investigation, and especially the Hon. Mr.
Huntington, to whom a letter, annexed to this Report, was addressed on the 21Ist
August last past, requesting him to furnish to the Commission a list of such witnesses
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as he might wish to examine, and to proceed on the day named with evidence in
the premises.

5. A letter was also addressed to the Hon. the Secretary of State, giving notice
of the day appointed for proceeding ; a copy of which is also annexed.

6. In the interval, between the first day of meeting and the day so appointed,
summonses were duly served upon Mr. Huntington and others, to appear and give
evidence.

7. On the 4th day of September the Commissioners met, and, after the publica-
tion of the Commission, the witnesses cited for that day were called.

8. Mr. Huntington failed to appear.

9. The evidence of the Hon. Henry Starnes was taken, and a sealed packet,
placed in his possession by Sir Hugh Allan and Mr. George W. McMullen, was
produced and deposited with the Commissioners. )

10. The sealed packet was opened, with the consent of Mr. Starnes and Sir
Hugh Allan, and the several papers it contained were put in proof.

11. The Commissioners then examined the other witnesses in attendance, and
afterwards, on successive days, proceeded to the examination of those whose names
are on the list styled ¢ List of Witnesses to be examined,” hereto annexed.

12. Of the thirty-three gentlemen, whose names are on that list, twenty-nine
have been examined.

13. Two of these, Mr. George W. McMullen and the Hon. A. B. Foster, failed
to appear, although duly summoned ; the former through a special messenger sent
to Chicago for that purpose.

14. The other two, Mr. Henry Nathan and Mr. Donald A. Smith, are resi-
dent, the former in British Columbia, and the latter in Manitoba. The distance and
consequent delay in securing their attendance, and the large outlay it would cause,
rendered it inexpedient, in the judgment of the Commissioners, to call them to give
evidence.

15. In addition to those whose names are on the above-mentioned list, the
Commissioners have called and examined Mr. Daniel Y. McMullen, Sir Hugh
Allan, the Hon. J. J. C. Abbott, and the Hon Mr. Ouimet.

16. Most of these witnesses were cross-examined on behalf of the Government
by Sir John A. Macdonald, or other members of it.

17. Mr. Charles M. Smith, of Chicago, was summoned by the Commissioners,
but did not appear. .

18. Evidence has also been given by Mr. Frederick C. Martin and Mr. Thomas
White, whose names were furnished by members of the Government, and Mr.
George Norris, Jr., and Mr. J. A. Perkins, whose names were also so furnished,
were cited to appear, but made default.

19. The Commissioners, on the 23rd day of September, while still in the
course of their examinations, requested, by public announcement, all persons
possessing any information on the subject of the enquiry to appear and give evi-
dence before them.

20. No evidence has been offered in answer to this announcement.

21. The Commission closed its sittings for taking evidence on the first day of



188 HISTORY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF [1873

October, instant. These sittings were public and open ; and accommodation was
provided for reporters of the public press.

22. The Commissioners have endeavored, in obedience to requirements of the
Commission, to obtain from the witnesses all the evidence pertinent to the subject
matter of the enquiry which they were able to give.

23. This evidence is contained in depositions, thirty-six in number, and in
certain documents, all of which are annexed to this Report, and specified respec-
tively in the accompanying List and Schedule.

24. If the evidence be considered redundant, it has arisen from the nature and
circumstances of the enquiry, which rendered it inexpedient to limit its range by the
technical rules of evidence observed in the ordinary tribunals.

25. With respect to that portion of the Commission which leaves to the discre-
tion of the Commissioners the expression of their opinions upon the evidence, they
have determined not to avail themselves of the liberty so given.

26. They had arrived at that conclusion before they were informed of your
Excellency’s views on the subject, and they feel confirmed and justified in it, by a
communication received before their labors commenced, to which your Excellency
kindly permits them to allude, relating to one or two points on which they thought
it their duty to consult your Excellency before entering upon the execution of their
task.

27. In that communication your Excellency was pleased to express the opinion
that the functions of the Commissioners were rather inquisitorial than judicial, and
that the execution of them should not be such as in any way to prejudice whatever
proceedings Parliament might desire to take when it re-assembled in October.

28. The Commissioners coinciding with your Excellency in the view that the
terms of the Commission do not require them to pronounce judicially on the
evidence, consider that their duty will have been fully discharged when they shall
have forwarded to the Secretary of State the accompanying depositions and docu-
ments with this report, in triplicate, as required by their instructions—unless a
report of their opinion on the result of the evidence should be especially required.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed,) CHARLES DEWEY DAY, Chairman.
A. POLETTE, Commissioner.
JAMES ROBERT GOWAN, Commissioner.
RovaL CommissioN Roowms,

Ottawa, October 17, 1873.

The debate on the Address was, of course, confined almost exclu-
sively to the Pacific Railway matter. The battle raged for several
days, and it was one of unparalleled severity. The contest arose
on the amendment moved by Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr.
Coffin, that the following be added to the second paragraph of the
Address :

““And that we have to acquaint His Excellency that by their course in reference
to the investigation of the charges preferred by Mr. Huntington in his place in this
House, and under the facts disclosed in the evidence laid before us, His Excellency’s
advisers have invited the severest censure of the House.”
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Mr. Witton, one of the members for the City of Hamilton, on the
27th October, moved the Address in reply to the Speech from the
Throne, seconded by Mr. Baby. Mr. Mackenzie moved the amend-
ment just cited, and the debate was continued with great warmth and
ability on both sides until the sth November, when the Ministry
resigned. Mr. Mackenzie was followed by Dr. Tupper (1) ; and the
House was addressed during the debate in the following order : by
Sir Francis Hincks (2); the Hon. James McDonald, of Pictou;
Mr. Glass (3); Mr. Baker (4); Mr. Young (5); E. B. Wood (6) ;
Mr. Palmer (7) ; Mr. Cartwright (8); Mr. Mackay (9); Mr. Kirk-
patrick (10); Mr. McDonnell (11); Dr. Grant (12); Mr. Cunning-
ham (13); Mr. Thompson (14); Mr. Joly (15) ; Mr. Coffin (16);
Mr. Wallace (17) ; Hon. Mr. Tilley (18) ; Mr. Laflamme (19); Mr.
Carter (20) ; Mr. Burpee (21) ; Mr. Domville (22) ; Mr. Pickard (23) ;
Mr. Ouimet (24) ; Mr. Prévost (25); Mr. Mathieu (26); Mr.
Huntington (27) ; Mr. White (28) ; Mr. Bodwell (20) ; Mr. W. McK.
Wright (30) ; Mr. Mills (31) ; Sir John Macdonald (32) ; Mr. Blake (33) ;

Mr.

J. Hillyard Cameron (34) ; Mr.

Laird (35) ; Mr. D. A.

Smith (36) ; Mr. Pope (37) ; Mr. Dodge (38) ; Mr. Davies (39).

(1) Minister of Customs, and member
for Cumberland, N.S.

(2) Member for Vancouver, B.C.

(3) Member for the City of London
—Opposition.

(4) Member for Missisquoi—Opp.

(5) Member for Waterloo.

(6) Member for Brant, N.R., now Chief

Justice of Manitoba--Opposition.

(7) Member for St. John, N.B,—Minis-

terialist.

(8) Member for Lennox, Ont., now Min-

ister of Finance—Opposition.

(9) Member for Cape Breton—Opp.
(10) Member for Frontenac—Ministerl’t.
(11) Member for Inverness, N.S.—Opp.
(12) Member for Russell, Ont —Minister.
(13) Member for Marquette, Man.—Opp,
(14) Member for Cariboo, B.C.—Minst.
(15) Member for Lotbiniere—Opposition
(16) Member for Shelburne, N.S., now

Receiver-General-—Opposition.
(17) Member for Norfolk, Ont.—Opp.

(18) Minister of Finance, Member for
St. John, N.B., late Lieut. Governor
of New Brunswick.

(19) Member for Jacques-Cartier, Que-
bec—Opposition—Now Minister of
Justice.

(20) Member for Brome—DMinisterialist.

(21) Member for St. John, N.B.—Oppo-
sition—Now Minister of Customs.

(22) Member for Kings, N.B.—Minstr't.

(23) Member for York, N.B.—Opp.

(24) Member for Laval, Q.—Ministerl’t.

(25) Member for Two Mountains—Opp.

(26) Member for Richelieu—Minister]’t.

(27) Member for Shefiord, Q.—Opposi-
tion—Now Post-Master General.

(28) Member for E. Hastings—Minist]’t

(29) Member for Oxford, S.R.—Opp.

(30)Member for Pontiac, Q.— Ministrl’t.

(31) Member for Bothwell, Ont.—Opp.
—Now Minister of the Interior.

(32) Member for Kingston—Premier of
Canada.
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The House adjourned at 1.30 a.m. of 5th November, and on its
opening at 3.30 p.m. of the same day, Sir John Macdonald announced
that :

¢The advisers of the Crown, until yesterday, until last night, believed that
they had a support in this House with which they could not only meet any vote of
want of confidence, and would not only support any vote of confidence, but would
enable them to carry on satisfactorily and creditably the affairs of the Government.
They have from certain speeches made in this House, and from certain communi-
cations more or less formal, outside of this House, reason to believe that they have
not at th’'s moment a good working majority, and the consequence was that I felt
it my duty to-day to go to His Excellency the Governor General, and to respect-
fully tender him the resignation of the present Government ; and I have his autho-
rity, and I may repeat now what Istated two daysago, that no statement could be
made by a Minister connected with any action of the Crown without the direct
assent and consent of the Crown. I have it, therefore, in charge from His Excel-
lency to state that he has accepted the resignation of the present Administration,
and I have his authority to state that he has sent for Mr. Mackenzie, the leader of
the Opposition, to form a Government.”

On Friday, the 7th November, Mr. Holton announced to the
House that Mr. Mackenzie had executed the commission entrusted to
him by His Excellency the Governor General, and he submitted the
names of the members of the new Administration as follows: Mr.
Mackenzie, Minister of Public Works ; Mr. Dorion, Minister of Justice ;
Mr. Blake, a member of the Privy Council without a Department ;
Mr. A. J. Smith, Minister of Marine and Fisheries ; Mr. Letellier de St.
Just, Minister of Agriculture ; Mr. Cartwright, Minister of Finance ;
Mr. Laird, Minister of the Interior ; Mr. Christie, Secretary of State ;
Mr. Burpee, Minister of Customs; Mr. McDonell, Post Master
General ; Mr. Coffin, Receiver General ; Mr. Fournier, Minister of
Inland Revenue ; Mr. Ross, Minister of Militia and Defence ; and Mr.
R. W. Scott, a member of the Privy Council without a portfolio,—
leaving the Presidency: of the Privy Couucil yet to be filled.

At 4 o’clock, His Excellency prorogued Parliament.

Thus ended the most exciting Session of Parliament since Confe-
. deration. A leader, confessedly the most able statesman Canada had

(33) Member for South Bruce—Opp. (36) Member for Selkirk, Manitoba.

(34) Member for Cardwell, since de- | (37) Member for Queen’s, P.E.I.—Min.-
ceased—Ministerialist . isterialist.

(35) Member for Belfast, P.E.I.—Opp. | (38) Member for North York—Minist]’t.
—Now Lieut. Governor of N.W. | (39) Member for King’s, P.E.I.—Opp.
Territories.
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yet produced, supported by a powerful party of warm admirers,—one
who had been for a quarter of a century a member of every Conserva-
tive Government in the old Province, and of the new Dominion of
Canada,—who had rendered the Imperial Government most signal
and valuable servicesin its negotiations with the United States,—who
had been the ruling spirit by which the noble work of Confederation
had been consummated,—a chief by whose astuteness and adaptability
to the reasonable wishes of the Provinces, Nova Scotia had been
quieted, and New Brunswick satisfied ; and by whose skillful hand the
beautiful Province of Prince Edward Island and the magnificent
territory of British Columbia had been added to the great Dominion,—
a gentleman whom Her Majesty had signally honored,—a Minister
who had dispensed the enormous patronage of the Crown for almost
half an ordinary lifetime without his most bitter political opponent
daring to charge him with personal dishonesty,—one who had by his
admirable social qualities secured the esteem of all classes, creeds,
and races,—who counted his personal enemies on his fingers, his
personal friends as the sands of the seashore,—one who had entered
public life a comparatively rich man, but now laid down the seals of
office, a poor one,—a Minister who had raised thousands to posts of
honor and wealth, and had taken no thought for his own old age :
this man was compelled to bend to the verdict of the people 'of
Canada, when they reluctantly declared him guilty of an act as to
which much may be said in extenuation,—in justification—nothing.

As the great debate proceeded it became more and more evident
that it would be impossible, successfully, to resist Mr. Mackenzie’s
amendment. It is creditable to the people of Canada that they were
determined, at whatever sacrifice, to declare to the world that the
corruption of the country which had culminated in this transaction
would not be condoned by them; and it was as creditable to the
Conservative members of the House that they refused to join in the
justification of the proceedings so justly arraigned before Parliament,
No vote was taken. The Conservative party were desirous of examin-
ing all the evidence, of listening to all that could be said by the pro-
moters of the charges, and of considering all the points made in
defence, or extenuation. When the debate had exhausted all these
means of forming an accurate opinion, the friends of Sir John, seeing
that it would be useless to go to a division, advised the resignation of
the Ministry, which was accordingly placed in the hands of His
Excellency.
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They said that though the precise charges made by Mr. Huntington
had not been established, yet enough of impropriety had been brought
out by the evidence taken under the Commission to overwhelm the
Government. Mr. Huntington had charged that a corrupt agreement
had been made. No such agreement was proved. But it had been
established that a very large sum of money had been advanced by
Sir Hugh Allan to some of the Ministers for the well understood pur-
pose of influencing the elections. This was enough. It was vain to
argue that Sir Hugh had received no promise that his interests or
wishes even should be in the slightest degree consulted by the Minis-
try in their dealings with the Pacific Railway ; vain to urge that Sir
Hugh had, in common with hundreds of others, advanced moneys to
forward Conservative interests in the elections, and that this in no
way compromised the Ministry, or gave him any right to look for favor
in the railway matter ; vain to point to the well-established fact that
Sir John Macdonald was personally inimical to Sir Hugh’s pretensions,
and that he took especial care so to frame the charter as to make it very
difficult atleast, if not impossible, that Sir Hugh should be able to obtain
a dominant influence in the management ; vain to insist on the undis-
puted point that personally Sir John Macdonald had derived, and
never desired to derive any benefit to himself; still the broad fact
remained that a man seeking most important personal advantages
from a Ministry who had the power to bestow or refuse them, did
advance sums of money to an extent unparalleled in the history of
the country for the purpose of enabling that Ministry—the possessors
of this great power—to secure their continuance in office. This factin
every court of conscience or honor would be sufficient to stamp the
act as one which must soil the purity of any Administration. It was
said that Sir Hugh Allan had no right to look for reward :—that
not justify the act,—for he, most unquestionably, advanced moneys
expecting his reward, and the Ministry must have been aware that
he made the advances under this expectation.

But though there is no justification, there is much to be said by
way of extenuation. The vice of bribery is one inseparable from all
representative institutions. This vice was created in Canada neither
by the Conservative nor the Liberal party. It came in with Repre-
sentative Government, and forms an evil, but an inseparable element
in its composition. It had grown with the growth of the country.
Both parties had fostered it ; both resorted to it; both were guilty of
it ; and if the Conservative party indulged in it to a greater extent than
their opponents—which is very doubtful—the Liberals were guilty to an
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extent less than the Conservatives, simply because their means were
less. The depth of their sins was measured only by the depth of their
purses. The result of the contested election cases brought before the
Courts during the subsequent years clearly proves that the Liberal
cry of “ purity ” was a hypocrisy and a sham,—for their seats in the
House fell before the judgments of the Courts like grain before the
reaper,—and this too in face of the strongest legislation against
bribery and corrupt practices, and in face of their own loud-mouthed
professions of purity. The vice had penetrated even to the fireside
of the well-to-do farmer, and after contaminating the needy populations
of large towns had invaded the precincts of a class of people who could
not plead poverty in excuse for their crime. The practice had grown
up in each party, of organizing election associations, charged, among
other duties, with that of raising a fund for election purposes. The
ramifications of these organizations were enormous, they extended into
every hamlet of the Dominion, and every supporter of his party was
expected to contribute to this fund according to his means. It was
never publicly announced, but every one knew that great portions of
the moneys collected by these organizations were used for improper
purposes, and the impropriety had come to be looked upon as almost
venial. Thousands of partisans contributed their hundreds of dollars,
—Sir Hugh Allan, being an exceptionally rich man, contributed his
hundreds of thousands. The difference between the humble laborer
who contributed his dollar, and the millionaire who contributed his
third of a million was simply one of degree, and the practice seemed
an authorization for universal corruption. In receiving money,
therefore, from Sir Hugh it may fairly be urged in extenuation by
Sir John that nothing unusual had been done, and that, at all events,
it did not lie in the mouth of the Liberals to condemn with such loud
cries of abhorrence a practice which they themselves had been pur-
suing for years with increasing vigilance and extent, and into the
depths of whose foulness they were themselves at the very moment
perhaps more deeply plunged than the men whom they were now
hounding to death. It was chiefly this consideration which has pre-
served for Sir John Macdonald the sympathy and support of his party.
They felt that he had fallen a victim—not to his own impurity—for
no one charged him with any personal dishonor, but to the impurity
of a system for the establishment and growth of which both parties
were equally responsible,—and when they found the attacks of

the Liberals accompanied by the most hypocritical professions
N
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of honesty and purity, which every one knew to be hollow, the great
Conservative party, while bowing to the judgment of the country, yet
instantly declared their undiminished confidence in Sir John Mac-
donald, and nobly determined to stand by him in this his great day of
trial. Meetings were held, declaring this determination, and the Con-
servatives quietly retired from the government of the country, content,
under the leadership of Sir John Macdonald, to wait until public opinion,
never cruel, should again call him, after a proper expiation, to the
helm of state.*

* The text was written in July—this note on 2oth September, 1878. At the
nomination for Kingston on the Ioth September, Sir John made the following
explanation :—

“ With reference to the Pacific Scandal, if the thing had to be done over again
I would not make the same mistake. In England where they had a higher politi-
cal morality the elections were managed by the Carleton Club for the Conservatives,
and the Reform Club for the Liberals. In Canada there was nothing of the kind,
and when subscriptions came in to aid in elections they were sent to the leader of
the party. I received money, and I am sorry I did, for we should avoid the very
appearance of evil. I, however, distributed the money I received all over the
country,—and not one cent went to Kingston. So conscious am I of mistakes being
made in this respect, that when I went to Toronto the first thing done was to start
the U. E. Club, which has received and distributed the subscriptions.”

The readers of Canadian journals will remember with what severity Mr. Gold-
win Smith in 1873 arraigned Sir John Macdonald for his participation in the
¢¢scandal.”” This writer is conspicuous for the vigor of his style and for his inde-
pendence of character, and his letter quoted below is referred to as expressive
of the almost universal feeling which, forming a leading constituent in the storm
of public dissatisfaction, which swept the Mackenzie Ministry out of existence
on the memorable 17th September, 1878, restored Sir John Macdonald to the high
position which had been wrested from him on the 5th November, 1873. On the
16th September, 1878, Mr. Smith thus writes to a Toronto journal :

¢“SIr,—I perceive that Mr. Brown has been imputing to me, through his
organ, some sinister and dishonest motive for avowing my conviction that, in our
present circumstances, our best chance of obtaining a Government on a broad basis
and a respite from the dangerous excesses of party strife, is the restoration to power
of Sir John Macdonald.

¢¢ Imputations of sinister and dishonest motives I will leave to find their own
level, which will not be higher than their source. But I will confess that, to my
mind, an additional reason for desiring the restoration of Sir John Macdonald is
that he alone, as matters now stand, can save the country and the public service
from being dominated, for years to come, by the narrow and vindictive mind of a
man who never, in the whole course of his long public life, has been generous or
even just to an opponent.

¢ Yours faithfully,
“GOLDWIN SMITH.”
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Mr. Smith in a speech at Brockton, West York, a few days before the general
elections of 17th September, spoke of Sir John and the Pacific Railway matter.
He is thus reported : He (Mr. Smith) could fairly claim to be an independent
politician—an independent man—for he had never associated himself with either
party. But as an independent man he had only one object, and that was that this
country of ours should be well governed. (Applause.) He owed no allegiance
to any party ; he owed no allegiance to Sir John Macdonald, to Mr. George Brown,
to Mr. Mackenzie, or to any other party leader. He owed allegiance to no one
but our common country, and he had no object in view but the good of the whole
people, and especially that section of the people who lived by the sweat of their
brow, and who, in consequence of misgovernment, are oppressed most cruelly.
That led him to his reasons—and he did not say that every one agreed with
him—for wishing, on the whole, that Sir John Macdonald might be restored to
power. (Applause.) Politics here, unfortunately, were not in a very satisfactory
state. He did not wish to paint them blacker than they were, or to say any
word of discouragement ; but he must say that it was impossible to take up
the papers on either side without seeing that there were in existence evils and
dangers which arose from the excessive party spirit and the bitterness of the
divisions amongst us. He ascribed the party spirit and the corruption with which
both sides charged each other—and, unfortunately, with some truth—to the
desire either to hold power, or to drive from power those who hold it. The
Pacific Scandal, for instance, which was continually dinned into the ears of the
people, notwithstanding that it was a thing of the past—what was it ? He did not
want to extenuate it. But what was it that led Sir John Macdonald to call for
money from Sir Hugh Allan to be expended in the elections? It was the
desperate struggle for power that was going on, and the keen fight with the then
opposition.  Sir John Macdonald took no money for himself. If he (Mr. Smith)
believed for one moment that one cent of illicit gain went to Sir John Macdonald,
he would not think of saying one word in favor of one of his supporters. Sir John
did, as he (Mr. Smith) stated at the time, and as he now frankly said, wrong ; but
what he did he did under the pressure of a great party struggle, and in consequence
of the excessive party spirit which existed. There were countries in which party
was necessary. Look, for example, at France. There was a great question
there as to the form of government ; half the people wanted a monarchy and half
a republic. They must be divided into parties, and there must be a struggle
between them. So, in Englond, when there was astruggle between the Crown and
the people, there were necessarily parties; and even now, while there were
such questions to be settled as the existence of the Established Church, the ques-
tion of the aristocracy, etc., the people must be divided into parties. But it seemed
to him that in Canada party questions were settled. Canada had Responsible Govern-
ment, the Clergy Reserves were abolished, the question of Representation by Popu-
lation was settled. In fact the great questions were out of the way, and he saw no
reason why party divisions should be maintained. At Confederation Sir John
Macdonald formed a Government—a very pure Government—but the opposition
to it broke it up. And now that both sides had had a trial, it was impossible to
see any great difference between the morality of the two sides. It is not likely
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that there would be, so long as both parties had the same object, namely, to get
the opposite party out and to get in themselves. On either side evidences were to
be found of the same party spirit, He would not fix the blame of this upon any-
body, but he would say that the blame was attachable to party spirit and not to
persons, as was the case with the Pacific Scandal. He would not go into the steel
rail question or the Anglin contract, because, really he did not like to touch any-
thing so doubtful. But about the Big Push létter there was no doubt. Its authen-
ticity had been admitted in a Court of Justice, and he would just remark in refer-
ence to it that it showed the same spirit as was shown in the telegram sent by Sir
John Macdonald to Sir Hugh Allan. There could be no doubt that in both cases
money was called for the purpose of influencing the elections. He did not think
there was much difference between calling upon the president of a railway company
and the president of a bank for aid, but he would rather that the president of the
bank should not be called upon, because in the banks was the very sinew and vital-
ity of our banking system.

The General Elections of 17th September, 1878, stand unparalleled in the history
of British North America. They will be fully referred to in their proper place,
but it may here be observed that one ingredient in the popular feeling which then
passed over Canada like a tidal wave was a kindly sympathy for Sir John Mac-
donald. The people felt that he had been sufficiently punished for offences of which
he was guilty to an extent even less than his pharasaical accusers, and they seized
the first opportunity of declaring their restored confidence in his integrity, and their
never-shaken trust in his ability. He suffered with dignity, and in patience, the
penalty which his assailants should have shared with him; and his nobility of
character, so strikingly exhibited while the cloud was passing over him, has
restored him to the supreme power of the State with the universal respect and the
undiminished love of his countrymen.,
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THE retiring Ministry appointed on the s5th November, the day
of their resignation, Mr. John Crawford, then a member for West
Toronto, to the Lieutenant Governorship of Ontario, and the Hon.
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S. L. Tilley, to that of New Brunswick. These appointments,
though open to remark, were not interfered with by Mr. Mackenzie’s
Government.

Writs for the re-election of those of the new Ministry who
were to hold seats in the House of Commons were immediately
issued. It is noticeable that no new policy was indicated.
Mr. Mackenzie was extremely reticent in his nomination speech at
Sarnia, and the meagre information as to the proposed policy of the
Government was given by Mr. Dorion, the Minister of Justice,
who said in his speech to his constituents when seeking re-election,
“ The Government will build the Pacific Railway, enlarge the canals,
leave the New Brunswick school question with the Imperial Privy
Council as agreed to by the Council of the Catholic Bishops, and
if it be proved that Riel and his party were promised an amnesty,
it would be a great point in favor of Riel,” and he added: “In the
main the general policy of the new Government is the same as that
of the old.”

Their Excellencies now began the inauguration of a system
of gatherings by which they would be constantly brought into
immediate and personal acquaintance not only with the residents of
Ottawa and its vicinity, but with strangers whom business or plea-
sure might bring to the Capital. His Excellency had during the
summer built a curling rink, which was opened on the 1st December
with due éc/at by a party of gentlemen, among whom were the new
Premier, Mr. Mackenzie, the President of the Ottawa St. Andrew’s
Society, and the President and members of the Ottawa Curling Club.
Their Excellencies during the last month of the year attended a
dramatic performance in the Skating Rink in aid of the Protestant
Hospital,—an entertainment in Gowan’s Hall, in aid of Christ Church,
and on the day before Christmas the examination of the public schools,
when they distributed the prizes,—His Excellency distributing the gold
medals to the boys, and the Countess of Dufferin performing the same
pleasing duty to the girls. Lord Dufferin addressed the large assem-
blage in one of those happy speeches on education for which he has
become so well known. Rideau Hall was visited by hundreds on New
Year’s day.

The members of the new Ministry were all re-elected, but early in
January, it began to be whispered that a general election was at
hand. The Government were probably encouraged by the result
of their own elections, and by the expression of the public sentiment
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in their favor, to think that a general election would strengthen
them in the House. They were naturally disinclined to trust to a
House which on its assemblage was largely composed of Conserva-
tives, and though the Pacific Railway matter had disintegrated the
party, so far at least as that question was concerned, it was not
probable that they would give allegiance to the new Ministry on
other questions. It was therefore determined to have a new House.
On the 7th January the writs were issued, returnable on the 22nd
of the month.

The reticence of Mr. Mackenzie as to his policy,was now, of course,
broken. He was obliged to speak out, and it was authoritatively
announced that the attention of the new Administration would be
devoted especially to the construction of the Pacific Railway, the
improvement of the Law of Insolvency, the establishment of a Court of
Appeal for the Dominion, the enlargement of the canals, the intro-
duction of vote by ballot, and the passage of Acts for the more
effectual prevention of bribery and corruption at elections. The
question of “free trade” and “ protection” began at this period
to attract attention. ¢ Incidental protection” had been advocated
since 1857, and as time progressed, it will be seen that the per-
plexing subject became each year more prominent in the discussion
of public affairs.

The deep interest taken by His Excellency in the education of
the people was shewn by a plan matured by him in the early part of
1874. This was to establish a system of awarding medals as prizes to
be competed for in the chief colleges and schools. The idea was
extended to schools of physical strength and skill such as rifle associ-
ations, cricket clubs, skating tournaments, curling clubs, quoit clubs,
yacht clubs, rowing clubs, artillery practice, and swimming races,—
and special prizes were awarded for saving life from drowning, - for
the best essay on artillery material, and for the encouragement of
farming among the Icelanders.

With this view he caused the following circulars to be sent :

GOVERNOR GENERAL’s OFFICE,
OTTAWA, Fanuary 24, 1874.

SIR,~—With the view of encouraging education, His Excellency the Governor
General is desirous of presenting annually, during the time he remains in Canada,
prizes to some of the principal universities and schools in the Dominion. He
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proposes to give gold and silver medals to be competed for at the universities, and

silver and bronze medals at the more important schools.
*

* * * * * * * *

I have, &-c.,
(Signed,) H. C. FLETCHER,
Governor General's Secretary.
His HONOR THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF ONTARIO,
QUEBEC.
Nova ScoTiA.
NEwW BRUNSWICK.

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S OFFICE,
OTTAWA, Fanuary 24, 1874.
SIR,—With the view of encouraging education, His Excellency the Governor
General is desirous of presenting annually, during the time he remains in Canada,

silver and bronze medals to be competed for at the principal educational establish-
ments in the Province of

* * * * * * * * * * *
I have, &c.,
(Signed,) H. C. FLETCHER,

Governor General’s Seeretary.
His HONOR THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF MANITOBA.
' BriTisH COLUMBIA.
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S OFFICE,
OTTAWA, Fanuary 30, 1874.

S1Rr,—1I have the honor to forward to you a circular letter containing the con-
ditions of a proposed competition for medals to be given by His Excellency the
Governor General, and to request that you will inform me whether the club which
you represent will take part in the competition.

As it is contemplated that all properly constituted clubsshould have the option
of competing, and as there are some which are not in connection with the Royal
Caledonian Club, and whose addresses it is difficult to obtain, I have taken the
liberty of forwarding you a dozen copies of the circular letter, in the hope that you
will kindly transmit them to the Secretaries of any such clubs as may have been
formed in your neighborhood.

I have, &c.,

(Signed,) H. C. FLETCHER,
Governor General's Secretary.

TO THE SECRETARIES OF THE CURLING CLUBS OF THE DOMINION.
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GOVERNOR GENERAL’s OFFICE,
OTTAWA, Marck 31, 1874.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Earl of Dufferin to inform you
that, with the view of encouraging education, he is desirous of presenting annually,
during the time he remains in Canada, a gold and silver medal, to be competed
for under such conditions as may appear best suited to the requirements of the
case.

Perhaps at your convenience you would be good enough to favor me with any
suggestions which may occur to you as to the conditions on which these annual
prizes should be given, and the branches of education to which they might most

properly be awarded.
I have, &-c.,

(Signed,) H. C. FLETCHER,
Governor General's Secretary.
THE REvV. DR, McCavuL, LL.D., UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO.
THE VERY REvV. T. E. HAMEL, LAVAL UNIVERSITY,
W. C. BAYNES, B.A., McGILL UNIVERSITY.
THE PRINCIPAL OF DALHOUSIE COLLEGE, NOVA SCOTIA.
THE PRESIDENT OF UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK, FREDERICTON.

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S OFFICE,
OTTAWA, March 31, 1874.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Earl of Dufferin to inform you
that, with the view of encouraging education, he is desirous of presenting annually,
during the time he remains in Canada, a silver medal to be competed for under
such conditions as may appear best suited to the requirements of the case.

Perhaps at your convenience you would be good enough to favor me with any
suggestions which may occur to you as to the conditions on which this annual
prize should be given, and the branches of education to which it might most pro-

perly be awarded.
I have, &-c.,

(Signed,) H. C. FLETCHER,
Governor General's Secretary.
To THE SECRETARIES AND PRINCIPALS OF 37 EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN
THE SEVERAL PROVINCES OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

[Circular.]

His Excellency the Governor General, Earl of Dufferin, taking a lively interest
in the game of Curling, has decided to give annually, during the time he remains
in Canada, a gold medal, to be played for by all the regularly organized Curling
Clubs of the Dominion who desire to enter into the competition,

The game to be played in competing for this medal to be that described in the
rules of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club as for local medal competitions, but
with the special provision that eight are to form the number of players in each
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Club, and the length of rink be that in general use in the Dominion, namely 42
yards from hack to tee. The Club which scores the greatest aggregate number of
shots to be the winner of the medal.

The President or the Vice-President and Secretary will be charged with the
duty of having the ice properly marked out, and seeing that the game is played
according to the said rules, and the scores correctly kept. On the completion of
the game they will make up a statement showing the particulars, and sign and
transmit the same to the undersigned on or before the 10th day of March next, for
the information of His Excellency.

His Excellency will also give a silver medal to be played for by all the members
of the winning club who choose to compete for it in accordance with the rules
above referred to, or as may be agreed upon by the members of the said club, and
on completion of this match a statement thereof to be made up, and transmitted,
as required in the Club match, as soon as circumstances will permit.

H. C. FLETCHER,
Governor General’s Secretary.
Government House, Ottawa, Jan. 30, 1874.

The result of this generosity of His Excellency is shewn in Appen-
dix A, which contains a list of the subjects for which medals have
been awarded, and the names of the successful candidates.

One of the first steps taken by Mr. Mackenzie, as head of the
new Ministry, was to attempt to secure additional party strength in
the Senate. He was in a hopeless minority in that Chamber, and he,
therefore, promptly sought the intervention of the Imperial authori-
ties to fortify himself in the Upper House.

The power to appoint to the Senate is, by the 26th Section of the
¢ British North America Act, 1867,” conferred on Her Majesty on
the recommendation of the Governor General, and Mr. Mackenzie
evidently supposed that this recommendation would meet with instant
approval. The brevity of his request indicates this, for he gives no
specific reason why Her Majesty should thus interfere. The follow-
ing are the words of his application as embodied in his official report
to the Privy Council of the Dominion :

¢ The undersigned begs leave to report that under the 26th Section of the
British North America Act, 1867, on the recommendation of the Governor General,
Her Majesty may direct that three or six Senators be added to the Senate.

That in his opinion it is desirable, in the public interests, that six additional
Senators should be named under that provision.

The undersigned therefore recommends that Her Majesty be requested by His
Excellency the Governor General to direct that six members be added to the
Senate in accordance with the provisions of ¢The British North America Act,

1867.
(Signed,) A. MACKENZIE)”
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To this request the Earl of Kimberley, in a despatch to the Gov-
ernor General, dated 18th February, 1874, replies in these words:

“I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 34, of the 26th
January, enclosing copy of an approved report of a Committee of the Privy
Council, recommending that six members be added to the Senate, in accordance
with a memorandum by Mr. Mackenzie of the 22nd December, 1873.

After careful examination of the question, which is one of considerable import-
ance, I am satisfied that the intention of the framers of the 26th Section of ¢The
British North America Act, 1867, was that this power should be vested in Her
Majesty in order to provide a means of bringing the Senate into accord with the
House of Commons in the event of an actual collision of opinion between the two
Houses.

You will readily understand that Her Majesty could not be advised to take the
responsibility of interfering with the constitution of the Senate, except upon an
occasion when it had been made apparent that a difference had arisen between the
two Houses of so serious and permanent a character that the Government could
not be carried on without her intervention, and when it could be shown that the
limited creation of Senators allowed by the Act would apply an adequate remedy.

This view is, I may observe, strongly confirmed by the provisions of the 27th
Section, which show that the addition to the Senate is to be reduced to its usual
number as soon as possible after the necessity for the exercise of the special power
has passed away.

It follows from what I have said that I am not prepared to advise Her
Majesty to direct the proposed addition to the Senate.”

The wisdom of withdrawing from the Dominion Government the
power of increasing the members of the Senate is here strikingly exhi-
bited. Mr. Mackenzie obtained power in November, 1873 ; he had
not met the House, and no opposition had consequently been shown
by the Senate ; and yet, on mere suspicion that his measures would
be thwarted by an adverse majority in that Chamber, he instantly
asks for a new supply of Senators. The constitutional history of
England would have taught him that the power of increasing party
strength in the Lords is never exercised excepting under the most
urgent necessity, and in cases where without such an exercise revolu-
tion would probably ensue. Had Mr. Mackenzie’s request been
granted, a precedent would have been formed for a practice which
would have degraded the Senate, and utterly destroyed its character
as a judicial portion of parliamentary machinery.

On the 2nd February their Excellencies visited Montreal, and on
the 5th His Excellency, accompanied by Colonel Fletcher, visited the
High School. The Preparatory School, under the direction of Profes-
sor Robins, was first inspected, and the system of teaching pursued
was examined.
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Dr. Dawson, Rev. Dr. Jenkins, Professor MacVicar, Rev. Canon
Bancroft, Mr. Lunn, and other gentlemen, were in attendance, and
accompanied the Governor in his visit to the different class rooms
where the scholars were examined by their teachers, in Latin, mental
arithmetic, and other subjects. The passages and rooms had been
neatly decorated for the occasion.

The party next proceeded to the High School proper, under
the management of Professor Howe, assisted by a numerous staff
of teachers. The cadets, under the command of Captain Barnjum
and Lieut. Adams, were drawn up in the drill room on the ground
floor, which was first visited. They presented an excellent appear-
ance. In one of the class rooms on this floor His Excellency
remained to hear an exercise in Euclid, and having observed the
different arrangements of the school as regards accommodation, the
party ascended to the rooms of the Governors of the school.

Rev. Dr. Jenkins then briefly expressed the gratification which
the students felt at His Excellency’s visit, after which Mr. Macpherson,
one of the students, stepped forward and read the following address
in the Latin language :—

Viro Excellenti Comitigue Nobili Dufferin, Victorie Regine in Regno Canadensi
Vicario, &c., Salutem Dicimus.

PAC‘I‘E TUA EXCELLENTISSIME :

Pergratum nobis fecisti, quod scholam nostram Regiam adventu tuo hodie
honorasti. Leetitia autem qua fruimur non illa simplex est quam secum ferre
solet cura optimatum benigna in eos qui humilioris loci sunt et ordinis, sed etiam
leetamur te praesentem videntes qui, in Scholis et Academiis Britannicis, artes que
ad humanitatem pertinent, ipse excoluisti, itaque ad bene zstimanda studia nostra et
labores idoneus.

Heec Canada adolescentula, in commercii, negotiis et in opificiis multum jam
profecit, sed periculum est ne in republica Literarum, et artium honestarum gloria
deficiat illa quam obtinet Britannia mater.

Quod ne fiat, sed ut prorsus sit Canada matre pulchra filia pulchrior, opus est
gratia et cura altrice procerum Scholis et Academiis nostris. Quas te primo ab
adventu in has oras studiose fovere scimus, itaque tibi ex animo gratulamur, atque
Deum precamur ut tibi et conjugi tuse amabili pulchreeque salutem det.

Cressa ne careat pulchra dies nota;

Sis felix, nostrumque leves, vir clare, laborem.

CAROLUS RITCHIE,
DAVID B. MACPHERSON.

Pro discipulis Schole Regiee, Monte Regali, Die .5 Feb., 1874.
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To this His Excellency made the following reply :

Vir doctissime, vos praceptores celebres, et vos hujus preeclare Scholz Cana-
densis alumni, me fortuni nescio qui permagni coram vobis hac in auld hoc die
versatum invenio.

Itaque me quum gratum, illustrissimi, tum humilem sententiis vestris fecistis.
Humilem, quippe qui literarum in studiis aliqui ex parte versatus dumtaxat perfec-
tee cumulateque scientie limina attigisse videar, cujus arcana explorasse mihi
negatum est. Gratum autem, quippe qui, in hac clard imperii nostri provincia
munere regali ac officio regio fungens, illa voluntatis et fidei pignora accipio, non
tam in meipsum expressa ac provocata, quam in Reginam ; cujus regnum, ut ita
dicam, in me personi est exhibendum atque sustinendum.

Queze quum ita sint, amici, omnia qua bona, omnia quz culta, omnia que
honesta, vos reperite, corripite, hac adolescentize hord occupate. Hinc verd vir-
tute, verd sapientia, verd fortudine imbuti, non solum vobismet ipsis sed etiam
patrize tam vestree quam meze preesidium et decus floreatis.

During their visit to Montreal their Excellencies were constantly
engaged in such pursuits as enabled them to mix freely with the people,
and the Governor General took especial pleasure in visiting and
encouraging educational institutions. Throughout his whole rule in
Canada he imposed this care on himself as a special duty, and the
beneficial influence thus excited is incalculable. On the 5th of the
month, in addition to the visit to the High School, their Excellencies
attended a Flower Show. This novel entertainment in Montreal
during the cold winter month of February was given for the purpose
of raising funds to furnish a “ Guests” room in a College for the
instruction of female teachers in Constantinople, and the sum realized
was very large.

On the gth February, Her Excellency held a reception at the St.
Lawrence Hall, Montreal, which was numerously attended. They
inspected the Fire Brigade on the following day; and on the next
they were present at the races and games in the Victoria Rink.

On the 26th March, the first Session of the third Parliament of the
Dominion was opened by His Excellency the Governor General.
The Hon. Timothy Warren Anglin was elected Speaker of the Com-
mons on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by the
Hon. Mr. Dorion. The Opposition was not strong enough to warrant
any amendment. On the 27th His Excellency delivered the Speech
from the Throne. Measures were promised, having reference to the
representation of the people in Parliament, embracing the system then
prevailing in Great Britain and in most other countries enjoying Con-
stitutional Government of taking votes by ballot, and to the estab-
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lishment of a General Court of Appeal. It was also promised that
measures would be submitted for the amendment of the laws relating
to Controverted Elections, the Militia and Insolvency. It was
announced that the enactment of 1872 respecting the Canadian Paci-
fic Railway having failed to secure the prosecution of that enterprise,
Parliament would be called upon to consider what plan would best
and most speedily provide the means of transcontinental communica-
tion with British Columbia. His Excellency informed the Houses
that the question of compensation due to the Dominion for the fishery
privileges conceded to the United States by the Treaty of Washing-
ton had given rise to a renewal of negotiations tending to widen reci-
procal trade relations with that country, and that at the instance of
the Dominion Ministry, the Imperial authorities had given directions
to the British Minister to discuss the whole subject with the Adminis-
tration at Washington, and had associated with him for that purpose
a Canadian Commissioner.*

On the 3oth of this month, the notorious Louis Riel stealthily
presented himself to Mr. Patrick, the Clerk of the House, in his pri-
vate office, and took the oaths as member for Provencher, Province
of Manitoba. This act evoked such a strong feeling of indignation
against the slayer of Scottt that he was obliged to go into hiding,
and shortly after left the country, without offering to take his seat.
He was formally expelled from the House of Commons on the 16th
April.

The citizens of Ottawa had been for some time preparing a ball
for their Excellencies. Unusual exertions were made to render it
worthy of their distinguished guests, and the success was a marked
one, for none equal to it had been given since the visit of the
Prince of Wales in 186o. It was felt that this compliment to the
Earl and Countess of Dufferin was well deserved, for they had
both proved in a thousand ways their desire to please the people
among whom they were living. Advantage was taken of the Ses-
sion, to secure the attendance of the leading men and representative
women of the Dominion—all eager to pay their respects to their
Excellencies. An Executive Committee of citizens had been formed,
consisting of His Worship the Mayor, Mr. Featherston, Chair-
man ; the Hon. Jas. Skead, W. G. Perley, Lieut. Col. Aumond, J.

* Hon. George Brown, called to the Senate on 16th December, 1873.
*+ Scott was shot 4th March, 1870.
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Sweetland, M.D., Ald. Rowe, D. S. Eastwood, Charles Magee, Lieut.
Col. Macpherson, Capt. Tilton, A. V. Noel, Lieut. Col. Ross, T.
McGarity, Capt. Bowie, E. C. Barber, W. Chesterton, Major Mac-
donald, Capt. W. H. Lee, and of W. Mackay Wright and R. E.
Kimber, Secretaries.

The beautiful Senate Chamber was used for the occasion. The
opening quadrille was composed of the following set :

His Excellency. . . Mrs. Featherston.

Hon. M. Letellier de St ]ust Mrs. Mackenzie.

Hon. D. A. Macdonald. . .  Mrs. Anglin.

Hon. Mr. Mitchell. . . . .  Mrs. Currier.

Hon. Mr. Huntington. . . .  Miss Macdonald.

Mr. Hamilton, A.D.C. . . .  Miss Featherston.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald.  Lady Harriet Fletcher.

Hon. Mr. Scott. . . . . .  Mdme. St. Jean.

Hon. Mr. Anglin. . . . .  Miss Skead.

Capt. Ward, AD.C. . . . . Miss Letellier de St. Just.

Lieut. Col. Fletcher. . . . .  Mrs. Perley.

Mr. Perley. . . . . . Lady Macdonald.

His Worship the '\/Iayor .. Her Excellency the Countess
of Dufferin.

The very large attendance was a fitting tribute to the success of
the social policy pursued by their Excellencies. During all the time of
their residence in Ottawa there was a constant succession of. “ At
homes,” private theatricals, concerts, skating and tobogganing parties,
curling matches, sleighing parties, intermixed with balls and state
dinners. This most unusual geniality drew forth the universal remark
that ““the right royal hospitalities of Rideau Hall, under the present
régime, are in marked contrast with years gone by, and lead to the
hope that Lord and Lady Dufferin will long remain amongst us.”

The Session closed on the 26th May, after a sitting of two
months. It was in no way important. But little was done. The
Government passed an Election measure providing for voting by bal-
lot. The Militia Act provided for the establishment of a Military
College on the system adopted at West Point.* The Insolvency Bill
was brought down, but was not proceeded with. Nothing was done
as to the Court of Appeal.

¥ The College was opened at Kingston.
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It will be remembered that in the Speech from the Throne on the
opening of Parliament it was stated that steps were being taken to
arrange a new Reciprocity Treaty with the Government of the United
States, and that a Canadian Commissioner had been appointed to act
with the British Minister at Washington in promoting such a Treaty.
Mr. George Brown was called to the Senate on the 16th December,
1873. On the 23rd February, 1874, the followiﬁg Report of a
Committee of the Privy Council, approved by His Excellency the
Governor General in Council, was made :

¢¢ The Committee of Council have had under consideration a memorandum,
dated 23rd February, 1874, from the Hon, Mr. Mackenzie, reporting that he con-
siders the present a most favorable opportunity for a renewal of negotiations for a
Reciprocity Treaty between Canada and the United States of America, by which
the claim for compensation as regards the Fisheries might be settled without the
reference provided for by Article XXII of the Treaty of Washington,* and therefore
recommending that the Imperial Government be requested to authorize the British
Minister at Washington to enter into negotiations on that subject with the Govern-
ment of the United States.”

His Excellency the Governor General on the next day despatched
this Order of Council to the Colonial Secretary, the Earl of Carnarvon,

and added :

¢ My present advisers are very anxious to take advantage of the opportunity
which seems about to present itself of re-establishing a Reciprocity Treaty between
Canada and the United States of America. I imagine that the course they con-
template will be generally approved throughout the country, and they assure me
that it"will meet with the approbation of Parliament.”’

On the 5th March the Colonial Minister writes to Lord Dufferin that
the Earl of Derby had addressed a despatch to the Minister at Wash-
ington, instructing him to take immediate steps for entering into nego-
tiations with the United States Government, with a view to the renewal
of the Reciprocity Treaty, and he adds:

¢ Upon learning the strong desire of your Ministers that a renewal of the
Reciprocity Treaty should be sought for, Her Majesty’s Government, though they
had been fully prepared to abide by, and were in no way apprehensive of the
results of, the reference contemplated by the provisions of that Treaty, did not
hesitate to accede to that desire ; and it will be seen, from the tenor of the
instructions addressed to Sir E. Thornton, that full effect was at once given to
what were understood to be the wishes of your Government.”’

* This is the reference to arbitration. It was held in Halifax in 1877, and ended
in an award in favor of Canada of $5,500,000.
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In acknowledging the receipt of this despatch, His Excellency, on
the 17th March, said :

‘¢ I have been requested by Mr. Mackenzie and his colleagues in the Adminis-
tration to convey to your Lordship their sense of the consideration which has been
shown to their representations by Her Majesty’s Government in this matter. I
have further to inform your Lordship that it is perfectly understood by the Domin-
ion Government that Her Majesty’s Government, in consenting to authorize the
substitution of a Reciprocity Treaty in lieu of the money payment secured to
Canada in respect of her fishery claims, under the article of the Treaty of Wash-
ington, have done so at the express instance and solicitation of the Canadian
Government.”’ ‘

On the 14th March, the Earl of Derby had informed Sir Edward
Thornton that the Canadian Government had recommended Senator
George Brown for the appointment of Commissioner to be associated
with him in negotiating the proposed Reciprocity Treaty, and that
Her Majesty’s Government had concurred in the recommendation.

Having received his appointment from the Foreign Office, appoint-
ing him to be “ Joint Plenipotentiary with Her Majesty’s Minister at
Washington, for the purpose of negotiating and concluding a Treaty
with the United States, relating to Fisheries, Commerce and Naviga-
tion,” Mr. Brown, and Sir Edward Thornton, on the 28th April,
sent to Mr. Fish, the American Minister, an elaborate memorandum
on the commercial relations, past and present, of the British North
American Provinces with the United States. This document was in
effect a written argument in favor of another Reciprocity Treaty; and
it contained a list of articles which it was proposed should be admitted
free into the United States, the Dominion and Newfoundland.

On the 17th June, Sir Edward Thornton writes to the Earl of
Derby that after a great many conferences which Mr. Brown and he
had held with Mr. Fish, they had at length agreed upon a draft Treaty
which Mr. Fish had promised to send to the Senate on the next day,
with a view to elicit an opinion from that body whether it would be
expedient to sign a Treaty on the basis of the stipulations proposed in
the draft. .

On the 23rd June, the British Ambassador writes to the Earl
of Derby, that the draft Treaty was taken into consideration by
the Senate on the preceding day in secret session ; that neither he
nor Mr. Brown had been able to learn the precise decision which
had been come to; but they understood the Senate, being of the

o)
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opinion that the time was too short to go into a thorough examination
of so important a question, had decided that its consideration should
be postponed till the session of Congress to be held in the following
December.

Mr. Fish, for some reason, saw fit to deviate from the usual course
of business by sending the draft to the Senate before it had been
approved of by the President. The American Secretary of State
doubtless proved his want of sympathy with the movement by this
deviation.

On the 19th February, 1875, Lord Dufferin sent to the Earl of
Carnarvon a copy of an approved order of the Privy Council of the
Dominion, which stated that, in consequence of the Senate of the
United States having decided that it was not expedient to raﬁfy the
Treaty of Reciprocity agreed to by Her Majesty’s plenipotentiaries,
it was now deemed desirable ¢ that no time should be lost in pro-
ceeding under the Treaty of Washington to ascertain the compensa-
tion due to Canada for the concession of the Fishery rights to citizens
of the United States.”

The arbitration proceedings under the 22nd article of the Treaty
of Washington had been delayed pending the result of the negotia-
tions conducted by Sir Edward Thornton and Mr. Brown, but as
those had failed, the Dominion Government now pressed for a speedy
continuation of the arbitration. The $5,500,000 award was the result
in 1877.

Mr. Brown obtained neither credit to himself nor benefit to the
country by his efforts. The arguments of the joint plenipotentiaries
fell flat on the American ear, for they were based on the fallacy that
because their statistics proved that the balance of trade was in favor
of the United States, the balance of benefit also was ; in other words,
that trade is always a gain to the seller, and a loss to the buyer. They
shewed that during the sixteen years’ duration of the Reciprocity
Treaty there was a “ gross cash balance in favor of the United States
of $20,454,520. But the balance was in fact much larger than this.
During the first ten years of the Treaty, the transactions between the
countries shewed a clear balance in favor of the United States of
$62,013,545.” The American Government could not understand
why Canada should desire the renewal of a Treaty which had been
so damaging to herself, and so advantageous to her rival. The truth
seems to be that the Americans never seriously intended to enter



1874] THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 211

into such a new Treaty as would have been considered desirable
by Canada, and whether the plenipotentiaries pleaded their cause
with judgment or not, the result was a foregone conclusion.

It was unwise to solicit from the United States a measure which
by our own shewing was one from which they would derive more
advantage than ourselves, and we emphasized our error by offering to
give up the valuable fishery claim, which has since been shown to be
worth five and a half millions for twelve years, for such a measure.
Our plenipotentiary went further; he proved, whether intentionally
or not is of little consequence, that Canada had thriven without a
Reciprocity Treaty. Why then press the Americans for a new mea-
sure. If our statements were correct, our neighbors knew, or would
soon ascertain, that their interests lay in a treaty with us, and Canada
would have held a much stronger position in the discussions on such
a treaty, when she shewed that she was quite able to assert her inde-
pendence. One cannot rise from an examination of the proceeding
without the conviction that it was a crude and ill-advised attempt. It
will be seen that the Imperial Government had no hand in urging it.
The British Ministers were too astute to place themselves in a false
position, and the part they took was purely technical. They permitted
the names of the Imperial authorities to be used, but merely and solely
because the Canadian Government desired it. It is sufficiently obvious
that the movement was taken to gratify Mr. Brown’s ambition to figure
as a treaty maker, without duly considering the inopportuneness of
the attempt, or the inefficiency of the chief plenipotentiary.

The New Brunswick school question had been causing bitterness -
between the Protestants and Roman Catholics of that Province ever
since the passage of an Act on the 17th May, 1871 ; and it had
been used by the Liberal party in the Dominion House as a means of
directing the opposition of the Roman Catholics against Sir John
Macdonald and his Ministry, because he held the opinion, as the
Minister of Justice and the legal adviser of the Governor General, that
the Local Legislature had power to pass the School Act of which the
Roman Catholics complained, and being of this opinion he declined
to interfere with the question either as head of the Government or as
Minister of Justice. The history of this question, relieved of all
extrinsic matter, is brief and plain.

New Brunswick was one of the four Provinces which formed the
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Dominion when Confederation was established on 1st July, 1867. Her
population then was about 285,000, of whom about 96,000 were
Roman Catholics.

Under the School Law of the Province in force at the time of Con-
federation, and up to the passage of a local Act of Parliament on the
17th May, 1871, Roman Catholics were enabled, whenever their
numbers were sufficiently large, to establish schools, where they taught
what they pleased; and they were not compelled to contribute by
any system of taxation to the support of Protestant or any other
schools. In May, 1871, a new School Act was passed by the Local
Parliament withdrawing these privileges, providing for the support
of public schools by a general taxation, and making no distinc-
tion of persons or creeds. While the Bill was before the Legisla-
ture the Roman Catholics did their utmost, by petitions and other
legitimate means, to induce the Legislature at least to grant them the
same liberty enjoyed by the Protestant minority in the Province of
Quebec and the Roman Catholic minority in Ontario, who were
permitted to establish separate schools. By this system the supporter
of a separate school is relieved from the burden of contributing to the
support of any school other than that of his own faith, and his
school tax is paid over to the separate school authorities. This
proposition was lost in the House on an equal division. The
new Act provided that there should be a compulsory rating and
assessment for the support of schools in every county in the Province
in a fiscal proportion to the number of the inhabitants, and that no
part of the money so raised, or of any money appropriated by the
Provincial Government for educational purposes, should be given to
any school in which the education was religious. It was urged, with
great force, in a petition to His Excellency the Governor General in
January, 1872, by the Roman Catholic hierarchy, clergy and laity of
this Province, that:

¢ If this Act beallowed to go into operation, your petitioners will be compelled
to contribute to the support of a school system of which they conscientiously dis-
approve. And if they would not expose their children to what they regard as the
most serious and alarming dangers, they must maintain other schools at their own
expense, thus paying twice, while others pay but once; or when their numbers or
means will not enable them to establish and maintain schools to which they can
with safety send their children, they will be compelled to allow them to grow up

in ignorance.”

The petition prayed that the Governor General would disallow the
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Act. ‘This prayer, supported by the powerful and zealous body who
declared the Act to be, ¢ a most serious infringement upon the rights
of your petitioners,” brought up the question of jurisdiction. If the
power to legislate on the education of the people still remained in
the Provincial Legislature the Governor General had no authority
to interfere,—but if “The British North America Act, 1867 "—the
Act of Confederation—had transferred the power to the Dominion
Parliament, His Excellency was properly appealed to, and his
Ministry would be compelled to advise him either to disallow the
Act, or decline to act. The introduction of such a fire-brand into
the Dominion House was to be prevented by the Government, if
possible.

His Excellency in due course referred the petition to the legal
adviser of the Crown, the Minister of Justice—then Sir John Mac-
donald. His report of the 2oth January, 1872, thus dealt with the
difficulty :

Numerous petitions to His Excellency the Governor General from the Roman
Catholics of New Brunswick, most respectably signed, have been received, praying
that the Act, Chapter 21, intituled ¢ An Act relating to Common Schools,” be
disallowed.

The grounds upon which the prayer is based are :—

I. That the Act will destroy or greatly diminish the educational privileges which
Catholics enjoyed at the time of the passing of the British North America Act,
and subsequently.

II. That the pecuniary grants hitherto made to the graded schools have been
taken away, although to those grants Catholics may, in most cases, be fairly regarded
as having a prescriptive right.

Now, the Provincial Legislatures have exclusive powers to make laws in rela-
tion to education, subject to the provisions of the 93rd clause of the British North
America Act. These provisions apply exclusively to the denominational, separate
or dissentient schools ; they do not in any way affect or lessen the power of such
Provincial Legislatures to pass laws respecting the general education system of the
Province.

The Act complained of is an Act relating to common schools, and the Acts
repealed by it apply to parish, grammar, superior and common schools. As
reference is made in them to separate, dissentient or denominational schools, and
the undersigned does not, on examination, find that any statute of the Province
exists, establishing such special schools,

It may be that the Act in question may operate unfavorably on the Catho-
lics, or on other religious denominations, and if so, it is for such religious

bodies to appeal to the Provincial Legislature, which has the sole power to grant
redress.
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As, therefore, the Act applies to the whole school system of New Brunswick,
and is not specially applicable to denominational schools, the Governor General
has, in the opinion of the undersigned, no right to intervene.

‘As to the second objection respecting pecuniary grants, these must, of course,
be under the annual supervision of the Legislature, which has the sole power to
deal with the public funds, unless, by special enactment, those grants have been
conferred for a specified period by an Act of the Legislature.

In such case the grant might be considered in the nature of a contract, and the
repeal might be held to be a breach of that contract.

The undersigned does not find that any such statutory contract has been made.
Under the circumstances, he is therefore of opinion that no other course is open to
the Governor General than to allow the Act to go into operation.

Matters remained in this position until the meeting of Parliament
in April, 1872. On the 2oth May Mr. Costigan moved in substance,
that His Excellency should disallow the School Act of 1871. The
Hon. Mr. Grey, the Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Colby, Mr. Dorion and
Mr. Mackenzie each moved an amendment, and after a sharp debate,
which extended over four days, it was resolved that the opinion of the
Law Officers of the Crown, and, if possible, the opinion of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, should be obtained as to the right of
the New Brunswick Legislature to make such changes in the School
Law as deprived the Roman Catholics of the privileges they enjoyed
at the time of the Union, in respect of religious education in the com-
mon schools, with the view of ascertaining whether the case comes
within the terms of the 4th sub-section of the ¢3rd clause of the Bri-
tish North America Act, 1867.

In accordance with this resolution the case was submitted to the
Law Officers of the Crown,—the Attorney General and Solicitor
General, and on the 29th November, 1872, these gentlemen—Sir J.
D. Coleridge and Sir G. Jessel—reported to the Earl of Kimberley,
the Colonial Secretary : P

¢« That we agree substantially with the opinion expressed by the Minister of
Justice of the Dominion :—so far as appears from the papers before us, whatever
may have been the practical working of annual education grants in the Province of

New Brunswick, the Roman Catholics of that Province had no such rights, privi-
leges or schools as are the subjects of enactment in the British North America Act,
1867, section 93, sub-section ef seg. :

“It is, of course, quite possible that the new Statute of the Province may work,
in practice, unfavorably to this or that denomination therein, and therefore to the
Roman Catholics, but we do not think that such a state of things is enough to bring
into operation the restraining powers, or the powers of appeal to the Governor
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General in Council, and the powers of remedial legislation in the Parliament of the
Dominion contained in the 93rd Section. We agree, therefore, in the practical
conclusion arrived at by Sir John A. Macdonald.”

Subsequent to this opinion, on the 23rd December, 1872, the
Executive Council of New Brunswick submitted to the Colonial
Secretary an elaborate argument against Sir John Macdonald’s
opinion, which was also referred to the Attorney General and Solicitor
General, with instructions to report whether, on considering that
document, they saw any reason to change their opinion. On the 12th
February, they replied :

¢¢We see no reason to alter or modify the opinion which has been already
submitted to your Lordship on this subject.”

This settled the question so far as the Law Officers were concerned ;
but it will be remembered, that by the resolution of the Dominion
House of May, 1872, it was directed that, ¢ if possible, the opinion of
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council shall be obtained.”
With this view the whole case was submitted to the Lord President
of the Council, and on the 13th December, 1872, that officer directed
the reply to be given, that:

Tt appears to His Lordship that, as the power of confirming or disallowing
Provincial Acts is vested by the Statute in the Governor General of the Dominion
of Canada, acting under the advice of his Constitutional advisers, there is nothing in
this case which gives to Her Majesty in Council any jurisdiction over this question,
though it is conceivable that the effect and validity of the Act may at some
future time be brought before Her Majesty as an appeal from the Canadian Courts
of Justice.

¢“This being the fact, His Lordship is of the opinion that Her Majesty cannot,
with propriety, be advised to refer to a Committee of Council in England a ques-
tion which Her Majesty in Council has at present no authority to determine, and
on which the opinion of the Privy Council would not be binding on the parties in
the Dominion of Canada.”

It will thus be seen that the only mode of obtaining the judg-
ment of the highest Court of the Empire, the Privy Council in
England, was by way of appeal from that of some court in the
Dominion.

But in the meantime this course had been adopted by the Catho-
lics. The question was raised in a suit of Auguste Renaud and
others, and in Hilary Term, 1873, the Supreme Court of New
Brunswick decided that the Provincial Act of 1871 was within
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the competence of the Local Legislature, and that it could not be
interfered with either by the Dominion Parliament or the Dominion
Government.

The case was, therefore, again for the third time submitted to the
Law Officers in England, with the addition of this judgment, but with
the addition also of further opinions and arguments from the Roman
Catholic Bishop of St. John,—and on the 7th April, 1843, they thus
reported :

¢« We have re-considered this case with special reference to the further papers
now sent, and we see no reason to alter or modify the opinion which we have
already submitted to your Lordship on the subject.”

No steps were taken to bring the case before the Judicial Commit-
tee of the Privy Council, though the Ministry of Sir John Macdonald
were willing to furnish funds for the purpose, and on the 18th May,
1874, Mr. Costigan, who had managed the Catholic case in the Com-
mons, asked leave to withdraw his proposed motion for an address to
Her Majesty on the subject of the Common Schools Act of 1871,
and praying for an amendment of the British North America Act,
1867. He said he believed it to be inexpedient at present to press
the matter further. It afforded him pleasure honorably to withdraw
his motion, and he believed he did so with the approval of his
constituents.

The New Brunswick Elections for the I.ocal House came on
immediately afterward, and the school question was the chief subject
of debate between the rival parties. The result was a decisive nega-
tive of the demand of the Roman Catholics. Thus ended, for the
time, a perplexing matter,—one which materially assisted Sir John
‘Macdonald in strengthening his reputation as a sound constitutional
lawyer, since he from the first insisted that the interference either of
the Dominion Government or the Dominion Parliament would have
been w#ltra wvires; and this opinion was ratified on three different
occasions by the Law Officers of the Crown in England. An attempt
was made in February, 1875, by Mr. Costigan, in the House of Com-
mons, to revive the question by petitioning the Imperial Government so
to amend the British North America Act, 1867, as to enable the Domi-
nion Parliament to deal with the question, but his motion was defeated
by a large majority.  The constitutional question was important, and
has been settled in a way to guarantee the rights of the Provinces
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against undue interference from the Dominion Government. Had Sir
John Macdonald’s opinion been reversed, a fatal blow to the indepen-
dence of the Provinces would have been struck ; but he was too loyal
to Provincial rights to countenance, for a moment, a course which,
though it ran side by side with his own interests as the head of a
party desirous to retain the strength given to it by the Roman Catho-
lic support, was yet, in his judgment, unconstitutional.

The case established another highly important point. It shews
that it has become the settled policy of the Imperial Government to
decline all interference in purely local questions. Even though a
strong case of grievance be made out, yet, if the matter be properly
cognizable by either the Provincial or the Dominion authorities, the
Home Government will studiously abstain from intervening its power ;
a guasi exception occurs when the case may be brought in the usual
manner by way of appeal from the Supreme Court of the Dominion
to the highest Court of the Empire, the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council,—but then the Court, and not the Government, acts in
the matter.

During the Session the policy of the Administration as to the con-
struction of the Pacific Railway was announced and fully discussed.
The new system is developed in the Statute 37 Victoria, Cap. 14,
assented to on 26th May, 1874. It recites the terms, so far as they
relate to this road, under which British Columbia entered Confedera-
tion,—that the House at about the time this Act was passed resolved,
that the road should be constructed and worked by private enterprise,
and not by the Dominion Government ; and that the public aid to be
given to secure its accomplishment should consist of such liberal grants
of land, and such subsidy in money, or other aid, as would not increase
the then existing rate of taxation. It declares that by the legislation
of the then present Session, in order to provide means for meeting the
obligations of the Dominion, the rate of taxation had been raised much
beyond that existing at the date of the Resolution of 1871, and it adds
the significant clause :

‘“ And whereas it is proper to make provisions for the construction of the said

work as rapidly as the same can be accomplished, without further raising the rate
of taxation.”

It then provides that a railway, to be called the “ Canadian Pacific
Railway,” shall be made from some point near to and south of Lake
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Nipissing to some point in British Columbia, on the Pacific Ocean,
with branches. The work is to be divided into sections and sub-sec-
tions, which are to be given out to contractors, who are to receive
$10,000 per mile in cash, as the work proceeds, with a guarantee
for interest at four per cent. for twenty-five years ona sum to be stated
in the contract ; that land not exceeding twenty thousand acres per
mile shall be appropriated in alternate sections of twenty square miles
each along the line, or at a convenient distance from it,—this land to
be sold by the Government, two-thirds of the proceeds to be paid
half-yearly to the contractors, the other third to be conveyed to them.
But, in case it should be found by the Governor in Council more
advantageous to construct the road, or any portion of it, as a public
work of the Dominion, then the construction may be let out by con-
tracts. Distinct provisions are made for two branch lines—one from
the eastern terminus to Georgian Bay, the other from the main line,
near Fort Garry, to some point near Pembina. The 21st Section pro-
vides that out of the moneys to be raised by another Act passed during
the Session (chap. z), the Governor in Council may apply £ 2,500,000
Stg. out of the sum raised with the Imperial guaranty, and sums
not exceeding in the whole $15,000,000 out of the sum raised under
that Act without the Imperial guaranty, for the construction of the
road.

To understand this, it must be explained that the Statute just
referred to (37 Vict., cap. 2, 1874), after reciting that, as one of the
terms on which British Columbia was admitted into union with the
Dominion was that the Pacific Railway should be built, it is expe-
dient to raise by way of loan for the purpose of the construction of
the Pacific Railway, and also for the improvement and enlargement of
the Canadian canals, a sum of money, not exceeding £8,000,000
Stg., the Imperial Parliament had passed Acts enabling the British
Treasury to guarantee 4 2,500,000 Stg. of this loan of ,£8,000,000,
and this is the sum referred to in the Railway Act.

Mr. Mackenzie, though strongly pressed, especially by the mem-
bers for British Columbia, to state when the building of the road at its
western extremity would commence, and where the terminus would
be placed, was unable to give a decided answer.  He replied, and the
reply was, under the circumstances, a reasonable one, that it was
impossible to answer either of these questions until such surveys had
been made as would enable the Government to decide on the route ;
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that these surveys were being made as rapidly as possible, and that
until their completion nothing decisive could be done. It will be
seen that in the Session of 1878 although he was able to give clearer
answers, they were nevertheless as unsatisfactory as those given in
1874.

On the 14th June, His Excellency the Governor General laid the
corner stone of the Ottawa Collegiate Institute, in the presence of the
school authorities, the Mayor and Corporation, and a large number of
citizens. On the 6th, their Excellencies arrived at Quebec, where,
after a stay of a few days, they proceeded to the Lower St. Lawrence.
They returned to Quebec on the 15th July, and immediately proceeded
on a tour in the western part of Ontario. They reached Toronto
on the 24th July, where they were most cordially received. An
address was presented to His Excellency by the Mayor and Alder-
men. The gentlemen who formed the deputation to wait upon His
Excellency, who had taken up his quarters at the Queen’s Hotel,
were the Mayor, Aldermen Sheard, Ball, Boulton, Spence, Adamson,
Downey, Tinning, Clements, Gearing, Mutton, Blevins, Withrow,
Hayes, and Davies : they were joined by Col. Durie, Deputy Adjutant
General, and Major Algar, Paymaster; and subsequently their Ex-
cellencies were attended by his Honor Lieutenant Governor Crawford,
Hon. Mr. Mowat, Hon. Mr. McKellar, Mr. Johnson, City Engineer,
and Sheriff Davidson of Waterloo.

On the 25th July, the Vice-regal party left Toronto for Newmarket.
At every station, ez route, enthusiastic crowds assembled to greet Her
Majesty’s representative. At Newmarket great preparations had been
made for the visit. Mr. E. Jackson, Reeve of the town, read an address
from the Council. Mr. Kane, Warden, presented an address from the
County Council. After fitting replies had been made to these, a
number of gentlemen were presented to their Excellencies, when they
proceeded to the new Christian Church, the corner stone of which His
Excellency had been requested to lay. An address was read by the
Rev. T. Garbutt. After laying the stone His Excellency said :

¢ Having spent the greater portion of my life in a country which, whatever its
other merits and blessings may be, has unfortunately been only too much distin-
guished by the vehemence of religious controversy, it has always afforded me the
most genuine pleasure to observe how in Canada the descendants of those who in

past generations often found themselves bitterly opposed, still retain allegiance to
the respective churches in which they were born. If in the progress and
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enlightenment of learning they regard with very different feelings from their ances-
tors those with whom they have the misfortune to differ in religious belief, I must
say wherever I have gone in Canada, I have almost invariably found, as I have found
this day, that ministers of the various religious persuasions, whether Catholic, Epis-
copalian, Methodist, or to whatsoever denominations they may belong, regard each
other with sentiments of the most unaffected good will, recognizing, as a broader
and stronger tie than any other, that brotherhood which is engendered by their
common faith in the principles of Christianity. I trust that this good feeling will
always distinguish the inhabitants of Canada ; and that as civilization progresses,
and as human intelligence becomes more extended, we shall be more and more
disposed to overlook those slight differences of opinion which at present separate
us, and be more ready to unite in one common effort against those enmities which
we are apt to create in striving against the scourge of human existence.”’

At each station between Newmarket and Allandale crowds were
collected on the platforms, who cheered heartily as the train passed
with slackened speed. At Allandale the party were met by the Hon.
G. W. Allan, Mr. Little, M.P.; Mr. Cook, M.P., and Mr. Ardagh,
M.P.P.

Arriving at Barrie their Excellencies were greeted with cheers
by an immense crowd. The station was decorated with evergreens
and flowers. The 35th Battalion of the Volunteer Militia were
paraded as a guard of honor, and flags were seen in every direction.
There were on the platform Mayor Boyd, Judge Gowan, Mr. T. D.
McConkey, Mr. Thomas Atkins, Warden of the County, and other
County and Town officials. The following reverend gentlemen were
also present: Rev. Mr. Morgan, Church of England; Rev. A.
O’Connor, Roman Catholic ; Rev. Mr. Boyle, Primitive Methodist ;
Rev. O. Crampton, Primitive Methodist ; Rev. Dr. McDonald and Mr.
Longford, Wesleyan Methodist ; Rev. Mr. Fraser, Canada Presbyter-
ian Church ; Rev. Mr. McKee, Free Church of Scotland. An address
from the Mayor and Corporation of the town was read by Mayor
Boyce, and one from the Clergy was read by the Rev. Mr. Morgan ;
to each of which His Excellency gave impromptu replies. The party
then proceeded to Orillia in the steamer ¢ Lady of the Lakes,” and as
she approached Atherley, four steamers, crowded with passengers, and
with bunting flying, came out to meet her. When nearing Lake
Couchiching, a number of canoes, brilliant with bunting, came along-
side the steamer ; they were paddled by Indians who cheered lustily.
Kempenfeldt Bay, Orillia, Was reached, and here a procession was
formed to the place where the addresses were to be delivered. An
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address from the Corporation of the Township of Orillia and Matcha-
dash was read by Mr. Brown; and, after a suitable reply, the party
re-embarked and proceeded to the Couchiching Hotel. This beautiful
summer retreat was crowded with visitors. In the evening the grounds
were beautifully illuminated, and a ball took place which was honored
by the presence of their Excellencies.*

On Monday, the 27th July, the party, after witnessing a yacht and
canoe race, proceeded to Rama, Washago, Parry Sound, and Colling-
wood. At Rama, the party were received by the Rev. Thos. Woolsey,
Missionary to the Indian settlement. The wharf was gaily decorated,
and a large number of Indians and white people congregated to
receive His Excellency. On leaving the boat their Excellencies were
conducted to a rising piece of ground, where Chief Benson of the
Ojibbeway Tribe, and two lesser Indian potentates, named Isaac
Yellow-head and John Young, were presented to them. Mr. Woolsey
then read an address from the Indians of Rama. He said:

““ We have long desired to see our Great Mother the Queen, and to-day our
hearts are made glad by the presence of her Cousin, whom she has sent in Her place
to govern and protect the country. We also beg most respectfully to assure Lady
Dufferin that we rejoice greatly because of her presence amongst us, a favor long
to be remembered by us with profound gratitude. As the children and faithful
allies of our Great Mother the Queen, we wish to tell your Excellency, for we
desire Her to know it, that Her children are well satisfied with the way in which
the promises made to our fathers thirty-seven summers ago by Sir Francis Bond
Head, the Great Chief who then governed this country, have beenkept. These
words have proved true to the present hour, and Her children are happy and con-
tented in the receipt of their annuities, and in the possession of their lands. The
Indian does not easily follow in the ways of his white brother, but our young men,
like him, livein their houses and cultivate their lands. We have a school in which
our children are taught ; and we have good missionaries who direct us how to walk
in right paths, and we are glad to say that through their influence many of our
young men have given up the use of fire-water. Our present Missionary, having
lived many years amongst the Pagan Indians of the Saskatchewan Valley, fully
comprehends the difference between them and ourselves. We pray that the Great
Spirit may protect your Excellency, Lady Dufferin, and party, in your journey, and
guide you safely back.”

* Their Excellencies were accompanied by their eldest son Viscount Clandeboye,
a lad of about ten, who enjoyed his trip very much, and took a boyish interest in
everything that came under hisnotice. He remarked here, that he would not care
to be a Governor General, alluding to the hard work his father was performing
with so much patience and good nature in making so many replies to addresses.
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The address was signed * Joseph Benson Waneguishking, Chief.”
His Excellency replied : '

T am especially glad to learn from your address that you are contented with
your present situation, that your circumstances are prosperous, and that Provicence
has blessed your industrious endeavors. I can assure you that your Great Mother
across the sea, though from certain circumstances she is not able to be in your
midst, takes the deepest interest in your welfare, and it is my duty from time to
time to make Her acquainted with the condition of Her Indian subjects. If, at
any time, they have occasion to complain, or have any grievance to be redressed,
they will always find in me a ready and willing channel through which their repre-
sentations may be conveyed to the foot of the Throne. You have said in your
address that the promises which your Great Mother, through the late Governors,
made to you have been faithfully fulfilled. I am glad to think you so thoroughly
comprehend that there is no obligation which Her Majesty considers so sacred as
the obligation to keep faith with her Indian subjects. Nothing would occasion us
greater sorrow than that we should have reason to think that our good faith and
our fair word were not trusted, and that the Government of the country had not the
confidence of the Indian nations. I do not know that any paragraph of your ad-
dress to which I have listened has caused me a livelier joy than to hear that, under
the auspices of your missionaries, and the example of your chief, the young men
of this nation have begun to understand how terrible are the evils which result from
an undue indulgence in intoxicating drinks. Let me assure them that if they wish
to secure happiness for themselves, for their wives and for their children, there is
nothing that is so certain to bring about such a result than that they shall exercise
self-restraint in this particular. Fire-water, and intoxication, are the root and
source of every physical evil, almost every moral misfortune.”

Her Excellency then desired to see some of the Indian babies, and
immediately a number of papooses were brought to her. The Rev.
Mr. Woolsey then presented a copy of the Psalms of David to
His Excellency in the Indian language. In return His Excellency
gave him a volume, “The Land and the Book,” on the fly leaf
of which was the following inscription: “To Chief Joseph Benson
Waneguishking, July 27th, 1873, from His Excellency the Governor
General.”

Upon the request of His Excellency, Mr. Woolsey took him to
the Indian Church, which he inspected with much interest. Upon
Jeaving the church Mrs. Woolsey and the teacher of the school of the
settlement were presented to His Excellency. He then paid a visit
to an Indian cottage belonging to an Indian named Philip Antoine,
an invalid. On his way to the vessel he spoke kindly to several
squaws, and upon arriving at the wharf the choir of the Indian church,
who were bedecked with the regalia of Good Templars, sang the
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National Anthem, which was followed by a Hymn. His Excellency
desired to have a war song, but as the young men were not prepared
with one, he asked for a love song in their native language—this, too,
they were then unable to supply. His Excellency then presented
Chief Benson with an elegant briar root pipe. The sub-chiefs and
the male members of the choir were also presented with pipes, and all
the females upon the wharf received a bead necklace each. Bowie
knives were also given to the chiefs.

The account of this visit has been given at large in order to show
by what justice and kindness the Indians of British North America
have been made and kept the faithful allies of the Crown. Though
distant many ‘“moons,” every minute incident of this interesting visit
of their Excellencies to the Ojibbeway Indians of Mara was speedily
known in the recesses of the Rocky Mountains, and thousands of the
warm hearts of Indian mothers traversing the illimitable North-West
kindled with love to Her Excellency, when they were told of her kind-
ness to the papooses of their red sisters of Ontario.

Arriving at Washago, an address from the Reeve and Councillors
of the United Townships of Orillia and Matchadash was presented
by the Reeve, Mr. John Ryan, Wm. Tremble, Deputy Reeve, and
Arch. Thompson, Councillor, to which a reply was given.

The Vice-regal party then drove to the new Presbyterian church,
the cornerstone of which was laid by His Excellency. On arriving at
Severn Bridge, an address was presented by the Council of the Munici-
pality of Morrison, read by Mr. J. H. Jackson, Reeve. On the road to
Gravenhurst a salute was fired from Gibraltar, and on arriving at the
former place an address was presented by the inhabitants of the town-
ship of Muskoka, and by Mr. J. R. Cockburn, Reeve. At Brace-
bridge, a large concourse of people had assembled to greet their
Excellencies ; a procession was formed which conducted them to a
platform, beautifully decorated with flowers, where an address was
presented from the Reeve and Township of Macaulay, read by Mr.
Robert E. Perry, Reeve, and signed by J. W. Dill, William Kirk,
George Willson, and Joseph Cooper.

On the 28th July, the party proceeded down Muskoka river. The
charming scenery of this lovely country was much enjoyed, and His
Excellency said to Mr. Cockburn, M.P., who accompanied him, that he
had not been in so beautiful a portion of Canada before. The steamer
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passed Port Carling, where some twenty or thirty people had as-
sembled upon the wharf, and an elderly gentleman named Birne,
in an eamest speech, warmly welcomed their Excellencies. Passing
through the locks, the steamer entered Lake Rosseau, and the village
of Rosseau was soon reached. Here an address was presented,
read by Mr. Samuel Greer. Port Cockburn was reached after a
delightful voyage among the thickly wooded islands of Lakes
Rosseau and Joseph.

The next stage of the journey from Port Cockburn to Parry Sound,
a distance of seventeen miles, was accomplished in vehicles. His
Excellency anxious to obtain a thorough knowledge of the condition
and prospects of the settlers, stopped at nearly every log hut on the
road side, inspecting the dwellings and outhouses, and interrogating
the owners. When about two miles from the village of Parry Sound,
the Vice-regal party met a deputation which had driven out to meet
them. Just after the bridge leading into the village had been passed,
a row of houses inhabited by Icelanders came in sight. When Lord
Dufferin wrote his “ Yacht Voyage to High Latitudes,” he little thought
that he should, as Governor General of the Dominion, meet a colony
of Icelanders in the backwoods of Canada. He was naturally delighted
to see them, and conversed some time with them. They expressed
themselves well pleased with the country and their prospects. On
reaching a platform prepared for their reception, their Excellencies
found a large number of Sunday school children, who sang the National
Anthem as they approached. An address was then presented by the
Municipality of Macdougal Township, read by the Reeve, Mr. John
D. Beatty. An address was also presented by the Ojibbeway tribe of
Indians of the Parry Sound District, inhabiting the Reserves known
as the Parry Sound Island and Shawanaga Reserves : this was signed
and read by Chief James, on behalf of the tribe.

On the next day, the z9th July, the party embarked on the
steamer Clicora, for Collingwood. When about eight miles from that
town, twelve steamers and a large number of yachts and small-boats
freighted with passengers came out to meet them. The Chicora, on
meeting these vessels, passed slowly between the lines, each saluting
in turn. The salute consisted of whistling three times, and dipping
the ensign, the Clicora responding. The reception by the inhabit-
ants was enthusiastic. Mr. Moberly, Mayor of Collingwood, read
an address of the inhabitants, to which His Excellency replied.
The party, in the afternoon, proceeded to Owen Sound, where Mr.
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Patterson, Mayor of the town, read an address. The introduc-
tions having been completed, about seven hundred Sunday school
children sang the National Anthem, and after a drive about the town
their Excellencies returned to the steamer which soon left for Thun-
der Bay.

His Excellency had now traversed one of the latest settlements in
Ontario. The country between Lake Simcoe and Parry Sound had
been but recently opened to emigrants, and everything was new and
rough. But he desired not only to see for himself the actual condi-
tion of the settlers, who had come from the British Isles, Germany,
and even from the shores of Iceland, to seek their fortunes in Canada,
but he was anxious to give them words of encouragement. He knew
that whatever fell from his lips would be received with unhesitating
confidence by these industrious and thrifty people, and he, therefore,
cheerfully exposed himself to the discomforts of travelling in a new
country for the sake of saying a few encouraging words to the weary
and sometimes despondent immigrant. His Excellency generally
contrived to say something consolatory in reply to the addresses which
poured in on him. Selecting at random, we find these words in his
reply to the address presented at Bracebridge :

¢ It has been my good fortune to visit many neighborhoods that are beautiful
and picturesque, and to make any comparison would be perhaps invidious, but this,
at all events, I may say, the approach to your town across the water of the
lake, and of the singularly beautiful and winding river by which we have
ascended, has struck me as much as anything I have seen in any part of Canada. I
am sure that you are too well acquainted with the habits of the English, and too
alive to those sympathies which prevail in England, not to be aware that it is perhaps
a weakness amongst us to look back with pride and satisfaction to those ancestors
from whom we are descended, and who may have been in any way connected in
an honorable manner with the history of our native land. But, although we can
well understand that the representative of a great English