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PERIODIC REVIEW BOARD, March 20, 2014 

ALI AHMAD AL-RAZIHI ISN 45 

OPENING STATEMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the board, we are the Personal Representatives for 

Ali Ahmad Mohammed AI-Razihi. To my right/left is our translator, (translator's call sign). We 

have met with Mr. Al-Razihi for over 40 hours over the past three months. Mr. Al-Razihi has 

obviously been eager to participate and has worked very closely with us to participate in the 

Periodic Review Board process. Today, we will present our case without the aid of a private 

counsel, and this is at the request of Ali. He is eager to demonstrate to this board in the most 

straight forward way that he is a peaceful man. Also, my client would like to show that he fully 

trusts the support and guidance of his military personal representatives. The trust he has 

demonstrated in us is one of many contributing factors that persuade us to believe that Ali should 

no longer be considered a continued significant threat to the United States. 

Furthermore, 1 would like to expound on some of the other factors that I would like you 

to consider in deciding Ali's case. First, my client is a compliant detainee. He resides in part of 

the camp where detainees live in communal conditions. In the last couple of months, Ali has 

completely turned his attention, focus and preparation toward a peaceful transition back to 

Yemen. He has mentioned to me many times that he desires to go back to Yemen and become a 

constructive member of his hometown, Taiz. He also feels that his incarceration has left him 

behind many of his peers from his homeland, who have gone on to establish their own home, 

family and career. Now, he wants to catch-up with his peers. To do this, my client has 

developed three main goals to accomplish on his return to Yemen. 
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First, understandably, my client wants to get married. Ali has never been married and as 

you see in the family correspondence in Exhibit 1, luckily enough, his father has already 

arranged a bride and his bride to be waits for his return. It also appears that Ali's father would 

like to marry again, but he waits for his son's return before doing so. 

Ali's second goal is to work on his education. Through many meetings with Ali it is 

apparent that he has keen business acumen. He wants to understand marketing better so he can 

expand his father's fruit and vegetable business. 

Expansion of his father's business is my client's third goal, and Ali has created a business 

plan for expanding his father's business. The Major and I aided Ali in developing a business 

strategy Power Point presentation to better illustrate his idea to the Board, due to the language 

issues. The Board members have that for review in Exhibit 2. One of the major points I would 

like to emphasize is that Ali wanted to develop a plan that is obtainable. This is not a multi-

million dollar project, but a plan that can be executed with little help and can be strategically 

expanded and grown, if he is present to oversee its development. During the time I've spent 

meeting and talking with Ali, I have been moved by the way he is determined to make something 

good come out of his detention. The very inspiration for his business plan came from the food 

service at Guantanamo Bay. This spirit is the will that helps him survive every day. 

My client's detention has not been without sad news from home. His mother passed 

while he has been incarcerated. Furthermore, his older brother has an extreme disability which 

has increased the burden and workload on Ali's elderly father and amplified the need for another 

valuable and dependable family member to bolster the Al-Razihi household. Please refer to 

exhibit 3 for more details on his older brother's condition. 
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Finally, I recently had a telephone conversation with Ali's middle brother about his 

transition back to Yemen, should this Board recommend Ali's transfer. Throughout the 

conversation, which I've summarized in Exhibit 5, his middle brother has expressed a desire to 

help with Ali's transition back to Yemen not only financially, but also by assisting in the marital 

arrangements and by finding a safe place for him to live. This desire to help is also seen in the 

familial correspondence we've provided to the Board members as Exhibit 4. His brother also 

explained that, with the elderly state of their father, Ali would have to help with the fam ily 

business. Moreover, Ali would be a critical piece in the support of the family due to his father's 

condition. Family, as the Board members are aware, is central to my client's culture. 

You have no doubt already reviewed the historical information that led to my client's 

detention here at Guantanamo. As you review the documentation we've provided, and have the 

opportunity to hear Ali speak to you and respond to your questions, I urge you to consider the 

entire spectrum, not just the past, as you determine your recommendation. He is a man with a lot 

of work to do at home, and a family support group more than ready to ensure he moves back in 

to a critical support role. Ali is a man with obtainable goals and the drive to catch up with the 

personal and professional growth already accomplished by his peers. He's ready to live out the 

rest of his days as a peaceful man, a family man and an entrepreneur and no longer should be 

considered a continued significant threat to the United States of America. 
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