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T THE
.. CHURCHWARDENS, SIDESMEN,
THE REST OF THE CONGREGATION
or
' ST. JOHN’S CHURCH,
DEARLY BELQVED,

THOUGH forbidden by bodily infirmity to ad-
dress you from the pulp1t and though this infirmity
has now been of long: continuance, yet I cannot be
insensible to your eternal interests, the magmtude of
- whichs; like: that of nataral objects, seems to increase
in proportiou as’ their distance diminishes. When,
however, T speak of distance on this' occaalon, ‘it is
evident that the term is not to be understood as im-
plying real, but only appurent distauce, masmuch as
eternal thiugs are ever equally near, at one time as at
another, and if they appear otherwise, ‘it is owing
merely to the state of the ’optics; by dr through which
they are viewed. Thuy to- the eyes of the young,
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who as yet are unacquamted with any decay of
bodlly bealth and strenfrth ‘who see nothing, aund
are dnsposed to see nothing, but the. fascmatmg
prospects of temporal exjstence; in whose view the
world appears adorned with all the imperishable
cf:arms of a pleasure whlch will never satiate, and
of an ambmon, a galn, and a glory, which can pever
have an eud i—to such eyes, I say, the realities of
another world near and grand as they are in them-
selves, must of necess;ty appear both remote and
small and thns for no other reason than because they
are not seen as they really are, but only as a per-
verted and mlstaken judgment  represents them.
Let thls state, however, be changed, as it wust be
sﬂo‘(’)}ler or later, by age, by s;ckqeg, ‘hy jthe logs .of
frignds, or by any other,of, these pverhelming ce-
la&n l’“/e{s:’. Which “JPR??SI.‘; the, Rresent world,. and. ja
so doipg, expose fo opgn view, its. delpuons, M.
uncertainties, it's disgrdess,, agdt 'y, dangems,.and.
how is the aspect of eternal things, changed apeord:
mg‘y !, How is thefr remoteness pow seen asmenr->
ms;s,,,s,nqq._;t,lx,gl; diminyfivengss, gonyeried inlognan-. .
deur ; and this for no other reaan thag becanse shey
are viewed vthro.ugh the medium of altered eyes, an. -
rather through,the felescape, of altered affactians and
thoughts, which, exbibit, them, ta. the, intellecsual
sight in their troe size.angd.pyppgrions, ps the things

e et e
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in which man is most deeply interested, because the
things -which can alone satlsfy the desxtes of an un-
mortad being ! '

** Seeing then, as 1 trust I do, your eternal lntérests
n&agmﬁedf according to this their true greatness, and
gratefulas 1 feel to that D1viNe ProvIDENCE which
has blessed ‘me with the sight, it is lmpOSSlble for
me not to be affected by it; and it is equally im-

possible to be affected and not to tell you so. And

since it hath' pleased the same Divine Providence
still to allow me the use of my pen, I flatter myself
that you-will not think I have trespassed too much
on your time and patiénce in my present apphcatlon
of it, the intent of which is'to secure to you more
eﬂ'ectually’the blessings prepared for, you in another
life, Ly putting you on your guard against a subtle
argument of modern infidelity, calculated to mnslead
and discourage you'in the parsuit of them, whllst it
representsthe pursuit as attended with unsurmount-}
able difficulties, and at_the saine time, charges the
Grear CrReATOR and GoviRrNnorof the universe with
either ignorance, or injnstice, or both, for 'pe‘rmiuii{é ‘
those difficulties.—Butit is necessary that 1 explam
myself, “
I c,anwt have escaped your notlce that infi-
delity, that bird of night, ‘has for seme yeats past,
both m this and’ oﬂ\ti‘ iparts of Christendom, been
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spreading dbfoad ‘her black" wiiigy; and endeavour-
ing to build her nest, where she m4y lay her yotng,
in the decayed and dead branches, ‘which - she has
first lopped 0ff fiom the tree of lifé, anid then applied
to her own' dark and mischievoud: purposes. - Of,
(to speak without a figure) you cannot be ignorant
of the:diabiolical ‘attempts which have of late’been
made, and -are now making, both i this an'd othét
kingdoms of Europe, to ‘aunihilate the -Christian
religion by doubting, disputing, and- denying 'fhie
‘evidetices of the Revelation on which it is founded ;
dnd by thus endeavouring’ to prove that'the Word
of the Mos? Hicet Gop is a merély human fabrica-
tion, destitute alike of ‘divine authotity and’ divine
wikdow, and” thus calculated solely'to impose ‘on
the credulity of mankind, to mislead their judgment,
@nd to fastén on them a cruel ‘yoke of burdensome
laws, anjust statites, and- ridiciifous observances.
You must also have farther ioted, oh this occasion,
how the 'advocates' of- the'above scépticism, in at:
tenpting to root up the TREE oir L1¥k, have }abour-
ed to effect théir wicked: desxgh’ by first cutting of
some of the ‘principal ‘Branckes'; in othet words, by
detaching some particular parts of Revelation from
the wlkolt, and by thiis' 'expi)si'ng each part] ibf it's
single and detached state,” to 'abartlal atl‘d unfalr
judication, to which it could not have been exposed
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so lopg as.it, rempiped in conuection with the parent
trynk.apd the rest of the branches. . '

.Of. al‘l;tbe ingtances, of this cunning, and mcked
artlﬁpe,“bx'wllnch_ these enemies of mankind have
sgt themselyes 19 battle array against the authority
of divine fruth, apd. thus against the power of ivs
copsalations, , none perhaps. is mqre conspicueus
tbﬁn;,tﬁé subject of the follpwing pages, viz. The
Nature, Origin, and End of Opposites. For let ys -
gﬁlgtid now to the general tenor of their septiments
and reasonings; on this. occasion. Some of- them
have the boldness to assert (hat the opposite, called
in Sacred Scripture the depil and saten, capnot pos-
sibly have any existence, because, they urge, it is
ntterly inconceivahle, -and contrary to all qur ideas
of an infinitely. pawerful Being, to suppose that He
. wonld for a moment allaw such ap adyersary to dis-
turb the order-of His kipgdaw, and_especially. to
tempt others to disturb . it, when He himsglf could
at;any instant pronounce against such an adversary
a sentence of annihilation.* Others again, in a strain
* indged less audacious, but in a temper and spirig
‘pot_less impious -and offensive, contend that all
opposites are nat only of divine permission, but of
divine approbation ; in other words, that there is

* See Mr. Paine’s Age of Reason, |
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nothiog in man, which can properly be said t& be
opposed to Gop, since man, in obeylng his passions,
acts only according to the impulse wblch bie receives
from his MAkeR, and consequently is as mcapable
of commlttmg a crime, as his MAKER is mcapahle
of- bemg justly offended at the commission.* Others
again consider the birth. and existence of opposua,
as at variance with all the known -attributes of deity,
and - accordingly unpugn the divine' testlmony of
Revelation on the ground of its attributing to the
~ Deity such birth and existence. 'For such is the
tendency of their scéptical ¢omments on the second
and third chapters of Genesis, whilst :they labour to
prove, that agreeable to the plain meaning of ‘these
chapters, Gob is evideitly the first author of sin
and transgression, since, had the tree of the lmow
ledge of good and evil never been planted, and’
~ the . prohibition againist eating of it's fruit never .
been u;ttered‘, man would have continued for_ever in
the enjoyment of his original innocence, so that the
discord of disobedience, and of the infernal passions
" to which it gave birth, would never have grated in
the ears, nor have tormented the hearts of offending
mortals. With an air 'thereforé'of triumph and self-

* See the several systems of French plnlosophy advocated by
Helvetms, Diderot, Condoreet, &c. &¢.
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compléceney,sthey tnultiitgly ask, < Why 'did 'the
“Asmrogrr plant:in Paradise a fatal :iree, from
“ whigh; #le:must tberssrare;: so many trémendotd -
“ eouspquenicesutere tovennwe ? - 'We'qangot:hilievd
‘“biat,cen: infindte  saerey. would rpertiiti- sl lass
““codntendngéy {sach -a:certain source; oll'ori;ue, and
“meidehiof : we therafere rejéct’ilie record, by which
“1a-fet; so detogbtdty todivine jnstice issupported
¥ antpme secondittgly eanclude thintithé Bible isinot of
«divinbaathprity;but rathér animposition ot the cre-
# delity of wankind, aswicked heitis buredsonable.”™
~ rSuglcdre sheurguisents,: by which- the infidel of
the presemt diy exidetrvoinrs i to demonstrate, either
thut the AvusesTy is bonkd ta atnihilate all things
oppdsed  soislbimself amd  His -hingdoin ; .or. that
nothiag really is opposed, because He Himself hath
appointed it, ined is pleasad with, rather than offend-
edbyy it'e ;operition;;ior lastlys that: the Sacred
Bcriptutes; ia anaouneing that: Gop planted a-ires,
the fruit .of awhich first.gave birthito sin, and-to all
the disorderly passies of the hnman Leatt, cavmot’
powsibly: be regarded- as anthentic records, either of H
divioe justice .or of divine judgment; - -

#Heve  then; frem.-these - attempts of  Uesigning
men to depnve yon of all the comforts of evangehcal

. See the recent pubhcatlona of Carhle and other deumcal
' b
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faith and fife; by invalidatiog the evideuces of.djuine
revelation'; by arraigning €he chief. attributes ofi 4he
Deity ;iby introdacieg into: fhe sbamdia minkk:a
dreadful -perplexity cemcermibg . the. origim of seuil,
snd 'e’:pedﬁ"y-by?a';gmn,ﬂmiﬁiﬂuhﬁonw.ﬂﬁt
hamaw passions may be securely mdalged; sa:being
subject neither :to: divine: scrutiny! ner. toi-diviee
controly 'sinve : wan: is cowpelied:of . meeessify :ito
sabmit to shkivuinfluetice ; from these aitempts;. 1
say, - (wiich were:never, in any former pamiod of i the
world, . either devised with despér artifice, or enter-
‘prised with' more ardent :seal..than -at .the: present
momrent;) you ‘may learn. both the design and - the
desire by which I'have been instigated to adiivess
* you in theifelbowing pages on the ntonetugnub.ct
ofiupposites. . . X ARAEPIRT I SRR I T PT

buPer itis my barnest’ wdl, 4 it Intlulioymbun
my devout prajyer, that yeu moy bepeendtived pure
of ¢very taint of sceptieal infection, and: that)thus
becoming .true believers: in the Gasat -Savious,
you may be ddwitted $0 the high honoor.and. happi-
‘wessof following His steps; of oheyiag His precepts,
of incorporating into: yeur heants anddives His boly
spirit of love and wﬁdom, and:of thus anteng with
‘Him into glory. - B e e
o My intention therefore, in the Wm-k ‘here pre-
sented to you, is to guard you, ‘in the ﬁrst’m,
against the delasive and dangeroniideas cherished
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by 'theo:ndvocates of medern “infidelity, respecting
the otiging muture, and téndency of all those prinei-
plesuiid persumsions in‘thie eman mind,  which atd'
in'gppositivntoi tire diwine mind, thet'so yoiu miay bb
led tora fulier:.discovery of the nfisebhefs to whick
you :gre exposed: from their influence; and of yout
owlyiseedriey against their - destrnetive - oparations
Itr dinbuswing; - therdfore, - thisi important -subjec; ‘B
have endeavoured to prove, -that you have nothing:
tofear fromi the viblence of sueh opposites but your
owy want of determination and resebtion’ te control
sulsabdeie them, sincefrom the moment that you
logk wp to' the ALmrGn#y for grace and power - tol
At yoo! i this: 'spiritaal warfdre, from ‘that miek
mentipotir- adversaries -are’ net:only.disarmed of ialk
power 80 do you irijury, but are-also converted-inta
instros emts-of your purification; and of ithud adding
vew! jewels yoar crown .of glory.’ - ¢ c-.uid
- In‘ipohuettion too with -this -vabject, I haveens
deevouced: farther to demonstrae, thatthe Almighs
ty-hath, fromi the beginning, permitted the existence
and’ operation of thie above -opposites, as the only
proper ' ground of the -freedom ' of the human will,
siice .if. man be supposéd to be created in a state
incapable of transgression, he muast then be: sup-
posed also'to bein a state of nécessary or compelled
gooduess, in wthich case he-could not possibly be a
vebjoct!:of -hie -subliess Rappiness to.'which he-is
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enlled.ia the Giospal, consisting in an entive and free.
‘renmaciation of all ewil ;. in & victory ovep himwelf,
the devil, the world, and the flesh ; in.a.valantery.
ohoice. of the. Surremz Gaen, which,isthe lose of
Gow and of his neighbonr ; and.in. thus conjoining
himself . mutually. -and. reciprocally;. with: Gan, by:
keeping. His holy commandments, and. labouring.
tp mﬂom shimeelf entizely toithe. dnvmmll. g~
dange.andl prateotign - . 1 o L o
4 A farther . design,. of the. fdlowws: pages-is ‘0
- gnerdl - yon agwinat.a apirit of murmnring. and com-
Ploint. respecsing the dispansations of the divine
providence, by .endeavanring. A9 ognvince. yom that:
the divioe providense, even - When. it appears mest
qpposed to- you, .is ever on, your side; Sghting: fon
you;and-with you ageinst all yowx spisitunl esemies;
ang; that. thergforg thesa suemies ¢an-have mo mdvan-
tage over you, but, what,you .giwe them,: eithenby:
your.carelpsspass; or upbelief, ox.your want of reso-
lytion ;. or, lagtly, by that impatience of spinit, whick
will not submit to. wait.and he.gently.ded.avd guided
of the ALmicuty, but taking the veink ke its omn
bands, will: beiit’s, own; gyiste, gavemar, .and deli-
verer. On this.occasion tharefare induenlcated the
absolute negessity of keeping.a doiy. waich oxer the
wind's temper, that so it may be.found. contivmally
in snch a state of meekness,, duetility, iompasure;
snd _contepsment, 85 10, e an.eRsy-uBresinsing 4ub~
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ject of dixine . leasling, and never to.break the bridie
by which  the FaTHER oF MERCIES would: at ence
restrain it.-frem falling inta: destrwetiop, and: conduet
it in the pure.and; @mt path of eternal . life and sal-
xafoon.. . - .. . STI Rt TS W ERP R P

i dastly,: I bave - endoawom:ed to - point -out the
Wfplj. and . impdrtaat (Chrstians duties, . bindiag
upon. you: fiom :yqur necessary canndotion with iep-
posties, and to show that these: daties: condist princi-
pally, -as thie gespel teachés.throughowt, .in renounc-
ing the inardinate boves of self and of the world, that
so:the lave of Gop and .of your neighbour may be
implaoted: ip-their place, and render -you fruitfal in
every gend thopght,  word, and work. ..And.hpre it
has. been:my fwrther intention .to- prave to.you, that
religion is @a ipportant’ transaction bétween Gop
aad yourselves; the execution of'a éolemn‘édvenum,
intended. to conmect the CrEATOR of the world and
‘his eremtares.in a blessed bond ef ‘miutual respect,
lone; and endearment ; and that with this view it’s
bldssed end iato work a ehange in. the human heart,
by expelling: from it all thet is selfish, impure, un-
Just and defiled, thas all pride and. vanity, all ambi-
don; 'revenge; covetoasness and 'samualitj, that so
the kingdom of ‘Gop, which is: the kingdom of his
unutterabla love, mercy, compassion, charity, meek-
nets, justice, judgment, and patience, may be esta-
blished on the subjugation of their opposites, and



Aiv.
man,. being thus tdnmtad 7.3 aa everlastiog and
blessed conjuuction wihi his Mk, may recever
the divine.image and likoness, re-entenparadne eat
Qf THE TREE OF LIFE, and live for ever. e
It onl y remains then that I earnestly entreat you,
for your own sakes, to take these thibgs into sefious
consideration, and to. peruse the: following! pages;
not with a cold and critical eye, which is disposed
to quarrel with-langusge, or to-reject a‘sentiment
because. it appears new, bat. with humble and peni;-
teat hearts, warmed with the hedvenly flame of de-
vout affection, in conseqaence of being enlighténed
to see that the concerns of eternity are, - beyond all
compariaca, infinitely.more deserving objeets of your
pursuit. than any.gain, glory, or pleasuare, howsdever
fascinating in it's aspect, whiich the present trassitory
world has:to- bestew. May b ﬂauermyself'ﬂco that
you.will. keep in mind .that you are. here addressed
by one who loves you, and whose constant labeur
it has been, now for ore than fifty years, -to poiat
out to you the way to a blessed immortality: Re-
memwber also that he closely conneets your interests
‘with his own, and that ‘in agreeaieot with this ¢on-
nection he remains, and must ever remain, with de- :
vout prayer for your everlasting welfare,
: Your affectionate Pastor,
' J. C.
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®n Opposites, St.

SECTION I
On Opposites in general, their Nature and Origin.

WHOSOEVER, with the contemplative eye of wisdom,
hath been accustomed to scrutinize the works of Gop, and
to take delight in observing their indefinite varieties,
together with their astonishing magnificence, harmeny,
» use, and end, must of course have been led to the acknow-
ledgment and adoration of that Divine incomprehensible
agency, by which the world, with all it’s wonderful con-
tents, was first brought into existence, and afterwards
preserved in it. For who can behold so stupendous a
fabric, and not be convinced that it is the workmanship of
a power superior to itself? Who can discover grandeur,
order, and beneficence, and not confess at the same time
that they bespeak an Author? Let the same observer too
rass from external objects, and enter into the interior
) regions of his own mind : Let him endeavour to anatomize
himself as to the two wenderful faculties of volition and



-

L ON OPPOSITES IN GENERAL.

intellect, with all their ramifications, which properly con-
stitute himself: How is he again struck with the view of
powers and capacities, of purposes, affections, thoughts,
and Eliergles, wlich defy all calculation of numbers and of
excellence, and which again call him, as they were in-
tended, to recognise the Divine Source from whence they
flow ! Thus, whether we look out of, or within ourselves;
at the mechanism and forins of matter, or at the still more
marvellous struoture and operations of mind; we are
compelled to bow down before the Diving ArcHiTECT of so
many wonders, and to adopt the language of the holy one
of old, O Lorv, kow manifold are Thy works! In wisdom
kast Thow made them all; the earth is full of Thy
rickes, [Psalm civ. 24.] '

But, whilst we are at once surprised and edified by
the above contemplations both of the universe and of our-
selves, have we ever been led to reflect that the various
objects, which excite our combined astonishment and

* adoration, are in themselves compounds ; in other words,

that they are made up of heterogeneous principles and
materials, which, in many cases, are not only discordant,
but opposed to each other? Have we ever too reflected
further, that the harmony and order which we admire ; the
grandeur, the beneficence and use, which so deservedly af-
fect us ; result entirely from this circumstance of their com-
position, insomuch that if this were wanting, in other ’
words, if the above prmupleq and materials were not
discordant, and opposed to each uther, it would then be
absolutely impossible that either order or harmony ; either
grandeur, beneficence, or use, should exist ?

Perhaps this subject hath not heretofore commanded
the attention which it’s great importance merits, whether
it be viewed philosophically, or theologically ; whether as
affecting the science of nature and her natural laws, or
the knowledge of man and his spiritual duties. It is Iug'h
time; then, that we apply to a contemplation so well calcu-

e

. >
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lated to open our eyes to the knowledge both of Gop and-
of ourselves, by unfolding to our view the laws of the

divine economy in this lower world ; by explaining at the:

same time the mysterious phenomenon of our owrnt minds ;

and above all, by justifying the permissions and operations

of the Divine Providence, in ‘reference to what are com-

monly called natural and spiritual evils, with their effects.

Under the influence then of the Divine Spirit, which is all
the bright truth of revealed wisdom, and in-devout sup -

plication for it’s heavenly guidance, from a conviction of.
the natural darkiess of our own understandings, let us:
proceed to an inquiry ihv’olving"in it our dearest interests,

because connected with our growth both in heavenly in-

telligence and it’s life.

The _first step in the above investigation leads us to
consider the mature and the origin of the opposxtes of
which we are treatmg ' :

On this part of our subject, however, nothing can be
known, until it be first seen, and seen clearly, that all
creation ‘implies the combination of two distinct principles,
called spiritual and natural, or immaterial and material,
the former of which, viz. the spiritual and immaterial
pnncnple, is lwmy and active, whilst the latter, viz. the
natural and ‘material principle, is in itself dead and pas-
sive. For creation, properly considered, is not the crea-
tion of life, since life is not ereatable, but it is the creation
of various forms for the reception of life, and this for it’s
enjoyment, propagation, and fruitfulness.* In like man-

* In contradiction to the assertion here made, that life is not creutable,
some spiritual writers have insisted that the soul of man is created life, and
thus is life itfelf, and not merely the receptacle of life from Gop. But these
writers do not seem to be aware.of the dangerous tendency of a position,
which so directly opposes the divine testimony where it is written, that Gop
breathed into man the breath of lives, and man became a living soul, [Gen, ii.
22.] For from this testimony it is clear, that man originally became a living
soul in consequence of receiving the breath of lives from Gov, in like manner
as the Apostles, after the Lorn’s resurrection, received the HoLy SpPIRIT, in
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ner, and for the same reason, creation, prepetly consider.-
ed, is not the creation of love, of wisdom, of power, and
of bliss, since these principles, like the. life with which
they are connected, are not creatable ; but it comsists in
the creation of various forms fer the reception and enjoy-
ment of love, of wisdom, of power, and of bliss. For it
is an undeniable truth, that there is but .oze fountain of
life, of love, of wisdom, of power, and of bliss, and that
is Gop ; and therefore life, love, wisdom, power, and bliss,
cannot with any propriety be said to be created by Gon,
‘but only to preceed from Him. Nothing then is created,
ar ever hath been ereated by Gopo, but the various recep-
tacles of what flows from Himself, which receptacles are -
:all the nameless and numberless forms, both spiritual and
natural, existing in the three kingdoms of nature,. called
animal, vegetable, and mineral, which taken oellectively
constitiute what is commonly called natwre. -Thus the end
of creation is to impart life, love, wisdom, power, and bliss,
and all this from the divine mercy, for the sake of making
others happy out of itself ; but this end, it is plain, cannet
be attained unless by means of an indefinite variety of

gonsequence of a similar éreathing from the INCARNATE Gop, [John xx. 22.]
But how plain is it to see, that in this latter case the Apostles did not become
themselves the HoLy Sprrit by the breathing of their risen Gop, but only
" receivers of that inestimable gift, as it was continually imparted to them from
" it’s Divine Source and Fountain! Haw plain therefore is it to see further,
that, in the former case, man did not become life itself by receiving the breath
of lives, but only a receptacle of life, momentarily imparted from the Divine
Beiug who first breathed it! Besides, it merits the most profound consider-
" ation, that lifein itself is the proper characteristic of DEITY, as derived and
- dependent life is the proper cldracteristic of His creatures, consequently, that
- to create life in ifself is to create a Gop, the very idea of which creation is
contrary to every dictate of reasen and common sense. It is sald indeed by
the GREAT REDEEMER, that as the FATHER kath life in Himself, so hath He
given to the So to have life in Himae(f, [John v. 26.] but this assertien only
proves that the humanity of that Redeemer was a DIVINE MUMANITY, and
. thus, by virtue of it’s indissoluble union with divinity, possessed independent
aud underived life.
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forms. acoommodated -to -the receptiou of ﬂm above divine
and heavenly principles, which flow continually from Gon.
It is equally evident that these forms are iu themselves
dead and passive, and all the life: and aetivity.which they
receive is from the first source of life and activity, that is,
from:Gop, but this in proportion to the greater or lesser
perfection of the form, since animal forms. receive more of
life and activity than vegetable forms, and vegetable forms
more than mineral. St

It is manifest, then, that in every sub;ect of creatlon
there is contained both an immaterial principle, and a
wmaterial one, consequently both a living and a dead pria-
ciple, both an actéve and a passive one. For supposing a
living and active principle to exist, separate from a dead
or passive one, how plain is it to see that, in such case,
there would be no creation, since a living and active prin-
ciple, as was shown above, is not creatable! Again, if
we suppose a dead and pussive subject to exist, destitute
of a living and active oune, it is again evident to demon-
stration, that all the ends and purposes of creation would -
‘be entirely frustrated ; for what is creation without lgfe
and activity ?

Here then we may discover the nature and origin of
opposites, and how, by the goodness and wisdom of the
GreaT CRrEATOR, Which:constitute the law of the existence
of all things here below, those opposites are necessarily
combined in all created subjects. For what principles can
be more opposed to each other than what is living and what
is dead, what is active and what is passive, thus what is
spiritual and what is natural, what is immaterial and
what is material? Yet on the combination of these oppo-
site principles depend the whole of creation, consequent-
ly the all of it’s order, harmony, magnificence, beauty,
and use. On the same combination also depends the very
existence of the human mind, together with the operation
of all it’s powers and faculties, it’s sense of bliss and enjoy-
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ment, it’s variety of affections, thoughts, and purposes.’
If then we remove from creation this it’s distinguishing
characteristic, as being a complex of opposites, we at the
same moment destroy it; and if we remove the same cha--
racteristic from the human mind, we unmake it also in like
manner, because we despoil it of the very constituent pr/ml
ciples of it’s being and capacities. ‘
Some writers indeed have insisted, and with much
plausibility, that opposites had their birth from tke fall of
man, and would never have come into existence, had man
continued to stand stedfast in his original integrity. But
these writers forget that the fall of man is itself an evident
proof that opposites had a prior existence, since-itself was
the effect of the operation of an opposite. For had the
human ‘mind been originally created in a state of separation
from all opposing. principles; in other words, had it been
created subject to the influence of good only, without any
ocapacity of inclining to evil, it is manifest to demonstration;
that the fall of man could never have been effected. It is
“plain, then, that even before the fall, opposites existed, and
consequently were not the derivative effects of the fall, but
rather it’s producing cause, so that howsoever the fall might
tend afterwards to render opposites more opposite, yet it
did not or lgmally give them birth, but on the contrary re-
ceived birth from them. ;
But the nature and origin of opposites will better ap-
pear from considering their varieties, as they are to be
found both in the outward creation, or what may be called
‘the great world of nature, and also in inward creation, or
what may be termed the little world of the mind of mans
The former may be denominated nafural opposites ;. the
latter spiritual. 'We shall begin then with the former.
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SECTION II

" On natural Opposites, their Varicties and Uses
EVERY intelligent person must necessarﬂy have been
led to note a multiplicity of natural opposites, as they af-
fect the bodily senses, both of sight, of kearing, of taste,
“of smelling, and of touch ; for who hath not been made
sensible, occasionally, of the opposites of light and dark-
ness, of concord and discord, of sweet and bitter, of a
grateful odour and a stench, of keat and cold, thus of
natural pleasure and natural pain? But whence, it may
be asked, come these opposites? ~What is their origin,
and what their end ?* It were impiety to say that dark-
ness, discord, bitterness, stench, cold and pain, proceed
tmmediately from the Faruer or MEercies, because from
Him, we are well assured, cometh light, beauty, concord,
sweetness, grateful odour, heat, and pleasure, and it is
impossible that the same fountain can produce waters of
such contrary properties. We are compelled then to con-
clude, in agreement with what wis suggested in the fore-
‘going section, that the principles, which excite in us pain-
ful sensations, are not immediately from Gop, but from
" nature, and that nature therefore was created for the pur-
pose of receiving, reflecting, and thus bringing into mani-
festation, fixation, and fruitfulness, the divine, life-giving,
and active powers which are from Gopo, and which could
not otherwise be either manifested, fixed, or made fruitful.
For Gop, we know, is in His essence the purest love, and
the purest wisdom :* but how now can this purest love an(l

* When it is said that Gop in His essence is the purest love and the purest
wisdom, it is to be understood that love and wisdom in Him are one, and not
two; in other words, that they are distinctly one, and never divided. In the
inseparable union therefore of these two divine principles consists the perfec-
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purest, wigdow be imparted and made knowg, ..bse,i-}q and
in vecipient subjests ?;, Aad what are such recipient sub-

3

Jgats, byt creatures and thingy which in themselyes.are ag-

tural? in other words, which in themselyes, are dead an

passive, et 50 ardaiped ag to he capable of receiying,, re:
flecting, and, rendering fruitful what is alive apd agtive !

We conclude, thereforg that.all natyral oppasites arg from

matpre, and. arg, thus groynded jn, the immutablelaw, of
sreation,. which requires the.combination of.Ziving and dead
principlen, . of active and passive apes, for the pyrpose
of bringing into manifestation and fruitfulnegg,@lj@_‘gg?g%
ble Jaye and wisdom of the Grgar CresTor, |, . .o

<« -|Hence, then, if .tpﬁ,ﬁbqyp'-l:g%s;o“ing b?Juﬁ"' &!“Hﬁ?ﬂ
snd ackpowledged to be.go, we may be enabled to discover
samo of the importayt uses yesulting. from. natural, oppe:
sitea; Forwhat would patural light be without pptyral
alagknpss and shade, hut. an _yniform uuyaried prilliancy,
~which would seon dazzle.and weary our, gyes by it’s splep;
idoury, but:eanld pever resreate them, as. they are, Al present
repreatad, o byi a; vaxietys of tints,, of. £olowrings,, and of
forts 1, Ewexy judicions pinter,ig well. aware of this cjp-
‘cuinstanoe; and :seeing; the impssibility of making a fine
pieture; by. tbe aid; of Jighn only,.be, artfully mingles bis
ghades, and.thus,hy the gombinatian. of appysites produges

wll the beauty, ardes, and, effect, which, are. the, charag- -

‘tevisticd of fine, printing. . In like manner a skilful musiciap
-mixes-hisconcands a9d discords, because he knaps, from
nf‘;:,;&-‘!(w R L L R T TIE ANCTS DTS PR BV PU ) YRV § PIPTPIee

;mmnetywmeﬁwm pfeseaf%ﬁnf., them 39#?;%&&{{%@3533‘;
‘perfection of man. e approximation of man then owards the pe
:; his being is to be estimated, in 4Rl ¢ases, By his apPfbsihitids gfﬁe ebh-
tion of love and of wisdom from God in himself, since he becomes an
“image thd® RRENEN i Mk ew s prepereiow s5isueln eonjumc tiom ks effect-
44, ind on’ tHé ContraPy dstroys such image and likemessin proportion as'he
digjoins in himself those godlike and: fiving prideiples. It is-however to:be
_understood that the above conjunction leaves man at perfect liberty to will,
think, and act, as of himself, yet under the secret acknowledgment that all

his power to do 80 is from above,
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experienice, that the human ear is soon satiated with con-
cords alone, and that therefore the discord is necessary to
 relieve it, by introducing variety, and through variety con-
: ducting to all the fulness of delight resulting from the
perfeet” harmony of modulation and composition. Yet
‘what is thus true respecting the senses of seeing and kear-
my, is equally true of all the other 'senses, which, it is
evident, reqmre variety for their gratification, and of
course require the combination of opposites in one degree
or other, since vanety, without opposites, cannot posslbiy
be produced. - : ;

- The uses then of natural opposites result from the ten-
dency of the latter to increase natural delight, which is
soon cloyed by the sameness of the sensations which give
it birth, and of course requires variety for it’s continuance
and increntent. Perhaps even bodily pain itself, in this
view, may be regarded as instrumental in administering to
the store of arimal pleasure, since animal pleasure, like
‘fine painting and music, is the effect of 'the combination of
‘opposites, and would consequently soon pall on the appe-
tite, if it's tone was always the same, uninterrupted by
vicissitudé, and unrelieved by contrast. Let us again then
prostrate ourselves before the ALmierTY CRrEATOR, in gTate-
ful adoration of the mercy which has thus, in the infinity
of it’s wisdom, provided for the perfection of our bliss, by
‘placing all things here below in a kind of equilibrium*
‘between two oppesites, and thus by combining these oppo-
sites with each other in .such due proportion, as compels
them to produce the greatest possible variety of sensation
for our gratification and delight. T

Qlare,whedmmryuuuld.iﬁtmaymgbpmuthtmm

- of such equilibrium, and thus as, the composed and quiet x;eot of . the,:eue-,

opeuted upon by two equal qd opposite powers ? _ N
. -
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‘B?Y qm#uazwam, ds was shswa i the first sebﬁu‘,
are to he understood alf those opposites which are: tobe
found in the little world of the human mind, and that theseé
wre'ad variohs ay matural opposites; may be evident from
this consideration; thatthe mind has it’s several senses aliké
Aith-the body, -and is thus:the subject of light and dark-
#eds, oF concord and discord, of sweet and bitter, of grate:
Fril odoiir- and a stench, of heat and cold; thus of pleaswre
‘ind pain. Nevertheless, the senses of the mind differ
wdsentially from those of: the body in this respect, that the
former- are' apiritual, and affected by spéritial objeéts,
ivhereas the latter are natural, and affected only by natw-
nal objeots. Light therefore and darkwness, eencord and
discord, sweet and bitter, grateful odour and stenck, heat
‘and ecold, pleasure and puain, when predicated of mind,
teust be understood according to a spiritual idea, other-
-wise..they canaot polslhly be. regurded as apphcable w
i . ‘f §

© In-ordet than to apprelnmd clenrly what is meant by
“spirit¥al opposites, and to discover at the same time their
-warietics and uaes; it will be necessary to attain first a. dis-
Aimot-idea: of spiritual light and:.darknecss, of. spiritual
«comcord abd discord, of spiritwal sweet and bitter, of spi-
“vitual grateful odour and stench, of spiritual heat and
cold and thus of spiritual pleawre and pain. .

. To xbhgm «they with spiriteal light amd Jarbms-—
’Phere cdn’be e difffenlty in conceiving a just idea on this
subject if it only be considered that truth is to the mind,
‘or ‘mental eye, what the sun’s light is to the body, or bodily
eye, and that consequently truth is spiritual light, making
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manifest to the'mind an indefinite variety of spiritual ob-
jeots, in like manner as the light of the sun makes manifest
an indefinite variety . of natural ob;ects If it be asked,

what ¢ruth is? it may be replied, “that truth, in it’s origin,
is a divige. principle proceeding from Gap, and. applying
itself to the understanding of man, to the intent that man

way, Faceive instruction respecting . Gon,. .respecting at®
His kingdom, and. that mode of: life which is. agceptable i
fiep, and which conducts to His kingdoem. ,; The Wozn, ¥
oo therefare is truth, because the Worn.oe Gop,. or what
we: call. tRe Bisie, is the divipe will and, wisdom of .the
Meat Hign lgt down here upon the earth, and embodied in
ligaral @xpressian and an historical farm,* that.go jt. may he
accommodated, to the reception, of man, and thus administer
torkim @ hlesyad light, by which he may be enlightened in
the thimgs which concern. his eternal peace. Accordingly
when this Wazn, was made; flesh..[Jobn i. 14.].in the per-
sop,of  the Grpat.Saviour, this manjfested Gop is pleaged
;o call Himself by, the emphatic appellations of m,’l‘nqm,
oo DRI SN ‘-‘Y.\\,"-x~',,x‘\ \\\/
R It is, much to be lsmented that this_idea of the Wonn or Gop, o ﬂ}e
Sacrep Scmnuks, has been nearly lost slght of and that thus the letter
and history of the Holy Vofume have been tdo frequently regarded as con-
‘Mitafivig it’s samictity, separate from the intéinal or spiritedd ‘sense contsintd
and involved in them. But who cannot see that THx WoRDp oF Gony s
mowem from Gon, must..of necgssity he. spirifualy agyesalila o giiat de-
u;a on of the GreaT Runsauxn, The_words that I speak unto you are
cptri‘ and are life?’ [John vi. 63.] To separate then the lerter and kzstory
“frim Shib spikit and fife,; by whieki they are ahimated, and of which they are
‘Gl \is Mike séparating badg from s/, the'consequenceyf which separativhtis,
at the body kecomes a careass. - And\wmmdtww‘bsm ]
,the Rnncl\pal canse of the deistical principles whlch are -at d  50.pre-
valent? For what is more offensive than a carcase? If then the oly Volume
be converted iutd'auchi’a éarcase, by depriving it of it's edsentlat'sonl add fife,
-wrhisk-womder'is {tthat 50 niany. mre offinged at'it? Tio-msike tienat Adroot of
» s offence, gnd thus, at the regt of Deism, we mpst eadeayouy; to, pyavaitixt
l(.lllle Worp oF, Gon. i is full of the LiFB oF Gon,l ;md t.hat thg{efqre r]};’,}e
calv;ls of le Deists agamst it’s Ietter or histor, Y ¢ do not at all affect it’s soul or
"Mpit; anfy tabse ‘thidr'a *dcrdtch on & cadket of bré{fons stonies” affelts’ the
2 pidbioas ¢ionee tHiamsbivos which ik conghised ip & < 1ol Dits ooy

L
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[Jolim xiv:6.] and alkd of the Eicar or vHE worLD, [Jéhn
vil. 12.] t0 insteuctits} not only'thidt He is Gon, but-also
that truth'is spériseal light; bnd that consequently; whes
ther we' speak‘ of &pin‘wul ‘Tight, or of the tretk, it is-the
hmemng T Y R N TR MV ITIE R I .

" From this' view now of ‘spiridual Kpht, it may be plaiﬂ
to see ‘what'iv to be understood by spéritual dariness: Fer
if all spiridical’ light 'bé the divine truth'which proceedetlt
from: Qop, ‘and ‘enligiteneth- the humat’ mind; - ther alt
spirttwal dwrkiress ‘wast be the'absence of Mvine truthiin
thed human 'mind, whéther 'sach absence'result: from ignov
rance, ' ffom perversion; or from: rejection 'of ! the “thuth
For such'aré ‘the -seveéral: origins of spiritwal -davkiess,
sinee it'is evident thdt one” mah may hever sed’ by the
Plessed light: of the eternal trutli, Beciuse ke ‘has ‘never
been instrustedin''the “divine oraeles;- which' contain ity
whilst: another muy never'see by the dame' tight, becanse,:
although instrueted'in the Woro br Gov, he yet perverts’
instruotion, and thus’in thé fanguage of ‘prophecy, furns
the:truth of Gov 'into a lie. For a similar reason, a third’
day ‘still sit in spéritwal darknéss,’ not Decause he is igne--
rant of -the truth, which should enlighten him, nor yet bev:
cawse he perverts the truth-whei he hds received it, butfor:
this ' most tremendous reason | because His mind is no defiled
with' e¥il, and hatdened in’ sin; ¢hat' hé ‘absolutely ‘and
altogether rejects the admission of truth,” when it iy prei’
sented to his acceptance, agreeable to)the awful declarhs
tibn 'of -the GrEAT Saviovr, He that doeth evil hateth:¥he”
light, meithér-cometh to'the light, lest mdeeauw b’
reprodzed, [Johm iii. 20.] - - " cer ot

. It is manifest then,. even to demonstrmion,'that thei‘e
exist in the humian mind the two eppositey’oft wpiritwal”
light and spiritual darPness, and'that-these ypposttes, e
those bf matural light and natural darkness; are'tie result
of twa, distinet' principles, one: from" Goo, ‘which is the”
ETERN4L 'TRUTE, and the dther froin natire, whiokis oapable -
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aithr of receiving :or rejedting that. truth. . For the shiby
- pebeon-we ae . compelled -to. admit. the .existencd of .the
other spiritual oppasites, called apiritual copeord, and dés
vord, spirituat awect. and bitter, spiritual (grateful odour
and stench, spiritual heat and cold, spiritual pleasype and
pain, becawse spiritual.concord axises from the agraeient,
as dpiritual discord does from. the disagreement;. betmween
the mind’s inglinations apd it's wiews Lof, tryudh in-dthet:
fords,betwesn the affactions whiek are.of the will oy lowey
anidithe peroeptions which .areof - the understanding - op:
‘wisdoma:. Spérityal sweet, in like manner, is. nothing elat)
bat:ithe dgligbtﬁul.sensaﬁionnf such agreement, manifesting;
ifeslfirina scertain, .interior pleasantness,:wvhieh ‘may b
aalled,: and. i called ;in the. Sacred Scripture, the fomey.
and-the.hgney-oombof i the sonl or spirit ;; whilst, spiritual:
bifter,.is :the;joppesite 'painful. sensation,ariging frem disn;
agreement ; Spiritual grefeful adour, again, and spiritual;
slench, are sensations arising: from the. same. -cawses. as.;
speritual swmeet. .and .bitter, but: repdered parcept;blg in.a:
higher sphere . or degree of man’s .spiritual : Yife ; For:tha:
same, rensan spirituel heat .is .the  activity- of .spirityal:
affaction, .exeroising itself either in the ardent depire and-
‘pursuitiof the- etornal truth, and. of that state of heavendy :
pmlw.’m-whiqb-thewmmalways‘,poiats,.m;-in-« the: -hadneid :
ahd.rejection. both.of: trath and-it’s purity; in the:fermer::
of‘,wingh ensgs.it/is properly called spiritual heat, wherpas:
in ¢he Jagtar.itis proper degomipation iy spiritual cold, im. .
agiouch as.the batred and vejaction.of ;truth. is the. resalt of :
the predowminanveof mege paturalloye;. which lave, wheén::
separated from spiritual love, or rthe lave: ef  tfmth, .qs+
nething efse,.and - thexefore, deserves .no other. vame than
thatoof . epiritugl cold- Hence: then .it.mnst be: evidwiit 5
whit js-te-he nundersiood by spiritual pleasare. end padn,
singe..the:: fopmer is..the: constant ‘necessary .effecs of the!:
reaeptiond of | the otgrnel, trath, and: of. ohedience [t dit's:.
digtadqey. whilst she-datteryis- the. uniferm. result of sprim- -
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ciples, inclinatiops, and affectiops, which.would counterapt
apd oppose_ either the reception of truth, or eomm
thh it’s requirements. G o
' szrztual qppmtea thep, IK appem, u‘e all tbcse CoRr.
tendlng powers in the human mind, which mavifeat thems
selves whenisoever the ETERNAL ,TRYTH is presgnted fof
acceptance, that is to, say, for, agkmwledmngnt ang; for. ol
dience, because in some gases contention.is mare qxcited
yespectmg the acknowledgmept of, truth, and, .ipn. others
more respecting obedience to.it's digtates. . Jpsus. Gunar
adverts to this contention, when He speaks of ome fing
going to make war against.another king, aud. of she. fiormaer
with ten thousand meeting him that. cometh. against, kin
wzth twenty thousand, [Luke xiv.31.]. For swoh is, the
state ,of warfare to whxch every human heing:. is exponsds
when he is to decide oun the avidence, .the, origin; the
authority, and especially the -ascendancy .of the, revealed
will or Word of the Most Higa, in his own besow.., Jks
;hgmand of the heayeply bost, who are his blegged spigitual
a.ssoclates, encourage him to believe and to. ohey, whilst
tyventy thousand of the inferna) crew, who are his.cuswed
and delugive companions, would persuade him to deny awd
to reject. What person, bosn jn a-country where the Xosp
oF Gpp is known, hath not.experiepced more or.less. of the
effect of su¢h warfare,. either,in the apposition, made to, ihe
reception of truth. in his understanding and, thonghts, v
"m thé more violgut combat which: ensues,. whep it's haw
venly light is to be exalted in his @il and ivs affeetions?
lt may be, posmbl ¥» that he is, not.awave, of his.close.con-
nection either with the powers of heaven, or the. spinity @f
darkness, who are the principal agents iy, the (Femendons
conflict, .qnd therefore_he refeys it mgrely, to.qensanding
prmcnples in. his owa mmd, .mdgpepdgut\,gf,,all,,fonm
_agency whethen; from abgve or_from, beneath. . Billyhen-
ever, he js made, seps;bl«: of: conteptings,whilshat ene dive
the, fen thousand, and. it apnSs she. Smendy., Abowmad
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have 'tli¢ ‘adtvantage. For sometimes his passions are
Neadstrong, and urge the’ impossibility of restraint ; self-
love aud the love of the world takeé the rems, and his
ohariot-horses are driven furiously, trampling. down, as
mire in‘the Streets, every opposing dictate of that heavenly
i‘isdorm, which was given 'to curb them. Agam, at other
ﬁmel, the voice of ‘wisdom is attended to ; ‘passion glves
plise to her sober counsels ; and the chariot-horses begin
6 adknowlédge that their 'réins are in better hands, 'hnd
that -their course is dlrected to a'safer and more glorlou?\
goal

~“The existence then of spzntual opposites is- confirmed
b‘y’the common expéne'lrce of mankind, which testlﬁes uni-
Y¥¢isally that-tHe ETRRNAL TRUTH, When presented to the
Bunian mind; always excites more or less of combat, before
it's divine anthouty is fully acknowledged, it’s’ dlvme in-
Huende fully complied with, and it’s divine empxre and
sovermgnty fally established. '

-+ Poithe inattentive observer it may possxbly appear, that
fhe above opposztes, so far from being of any: use, or pro-
meting in any way the benefit of mankind, are pecuharly
lgiumns, by dlosing the windows of the human intellect
sgaltist: the admission of that light of truth, which, being
infiditely brighter than that of the meridian sun of this
world, is at'the same time fraught with infinitely greater
Mesditgs and comforts, It may appear therefore further,
that hdd o such opposites existed, the Providence of the
Atmiotery. Would have béen more conspicuous, His adora-
ble will would have.been more universally accomplished,
and ‘the salvation of His cluldren would have been ren-
dered more secure. - '

-But - the: question still is, not conaenmng what may ap-
pear on this occasion advantageous, or injurious, bat con+
cerning what, #¢ally is so, since perhaps there never was a
case, ‘to which the words pf thie GrEAT Saviour were morg
spplieable, - or the application more urgent, where He says;
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fudge not accordmy to'the a appearance, but judge rzyhteom’
(_‘ust] judgment, [John vii. 24.] .

Let us conslder then what is the language and decision
of rzgkteoue or ]ust judgment in regard to the 8pzrztuai
opposites above adverted to, that so, if possxble, we may
Wndlcate the ways of Gop, and justify His' provndentml

ermlssnons, by mdking the grand and mterestmg dlsco-
very, that the eternal ‘happiness of mankind is more ec-
tually promoted and secured by such opposites, thén’ tt
could possnbly be by their absence ; in other words, that i

more conducive to the everlasting benefit of man. ihai
Ihe ‘admission of revealéd truth into his understanding and
will should be combated, and by combat be rendered ‘dif~
ﬁcnlt than if it coufd find an easy “and unmterrupted
1(?gtlmnee, like the llght of the sun into his bodﬂy ey'és"' v

Wlth alI humlhty tlilen before the AbOBABLE Fouk’uin
or ALL ’rnlrm, and with all deference to the general seq-
;lgnépts of ixiankmd the followmg queries on the micresL
ing s{'xbjeét are subnutfed to the reader s mosi seruSus
eonsideration. . ) T i

oL Doth not common experlence warrani the Jconc[u-
pion, that every 5ood Jenves a value, and thus receives
%ncrease, from the labour, danger, ‘and dlﬂiculty, afthndmg
xt’s agqmrement? "And wﬂl noivt\ns concluslon apply 1o
the acqulrement of ﬁ'uth? SRR O
9 ’ 2. For supposmg two persons to Teceive t'he trhtil idné
mﬂwut combat, ‘and (he other mt]& combat, wﬁll1 not fr‘t)!{ﬂ
be seen lliy the latter as a grea‘ter He’ssjin'g"x ﬁl i’ l‘)’se'félL"
mer ? “And’ will he not’ accordm gly'¢ 'iirm §¢ moke 1A 1is
éwn mlnd, and hke the woman in z e araﬂe mijh’her Ten
/ »m which hall
pzeces qf sz{ver, rq;o'lce at ﬁndﬁ he }nece

been lost, 'more than in the possessxon 01' whb{‘ had” ok

L it RIS ;".y
))eenlost? T S ey

©8, Again, Was man to receive. the eferna} tﬂlﬂ’l} into hib
understanding: without labour, :and’ to inooeporﬂte t. 16

hu will, or love, without eonflict, might he'not be led.to



flatter himself, that all this was eﬂ'ected by some mheyeqt
power of his own, mdependent of the pIVINE POWER, amd
that thys both the first insemination of truth, and it’s fu-
re frnxg.;'ulpess, were the results of his own skill and pro-
kmenc ‘ ) nin:e than of the DIVINE PROVIDENCE and MERCY? -

,4 n such case, would not a dangerous self-love be
cb,erlshed and exalted above the divine love? And would
not .p:an f)e led from that defiled love to reo'ard the light of
t,mth wiuch is the light of heaven, notasa perpetual gift
frogn the Fatner oF Lient, but as an acquisition of his
owp ; not so much as a plant of paradise, but as the pro-
du.ct and growth of his own sagaclty, penetratmn and
lnbelligemce? ,

5. All the promlses of heavenly reward we are m-
ptru(.ted o,re made to Inm \who overcometh [see Rev. ii,
7, 11, 17, 26; chap iii. 5, 12,,21 chap xxi. 73] but who
can be s;ugl to overcome, who hath no enemies to.combat ?
W:l_iw S there is no. warfa.re, there can be np victory ; con-
aeqquﬂy, if truth could be a,dmltted into man’s mind and
fife s withopt struggle, it would brlng with i mo reward
because it would conduct to no triumph.

6. When stns Cnnm'r said, Blessed are they that. age
ger;ecuted Jor. ngkteommese aalze, [Matt. v. 10.] and
agam, Ye shall be eorrowful but your sorrow shall be
turned into joy ! [John xvi. 20.] is it.not reasomnable to

SURPORE;. ,that He had respect to the insemination and
ﬁ. Y of that ETERNAL . TRUTH, which He came to tedch

,thq palmtloq of man,krmd and that therefore He meant
to ,mstruct all His folloyvers, that the blessedness of this
truth is increased by thé persecution or opposition which

uends lt.'s recepuon, and that thus true. joy results from
the sprrnw, trug peace from the mﬂw{, ‘which His follow~
ers must be prepared to expect, during the ‘momentous
qum;l of the truth’s operatlon, until it’s kirgdom of
pnut; is. establlshed in the human bosom, and the crown

D
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d‘mmbgbry 8¢k onthe, head: of .the uctonqnsxcqgf
badants. !t i e - s
- a Fickemat, tharproxidenee of.the Amwlm(fuﬂa mﬁpd
inthepeaniidsion of, all 4hose,appasitss, which i ingease the
diffeibltydf thiavrenaption.of His, bleased: coungels,. wmn
it i Ahms-eaysigdepes, that.those: cpunsels. derixe. Mhbmr
edives-from opposition, -affecting iman with jay in, jprepec-
tnnedorrtheoservom, ocdasioved . by . oppesing  prisciples?
s iy modi she smpontant uses of gpiritual, oppasites he
dinge sleasty anen, dnd. ully appreciated, .when it ig,dis;
ovdbeed; thothy eweh.opposites revealed teuth is.aot oply
k& ceongfinmedt, %, the, peyan . mind, . buy regdered .2l
afpe bleseed ;;and not only rendered more, l(lessqdmbﬁt,as
awsonixlyaino: Stow thek tersible rapacity,op ﬂl?Wﬁ&fom,
wdfichdvduld eive wpomit as his. vox, fnatesd.of m(epyiﬂg

-its by hgrastful .ackmowledgment, ta iV's. prapers Ruvge.

sBdiimen? 1 Gannet We hete taa diseaver.n happy %m
Aich ek the divine shasimy exfficient uato the duy i3 khe enl
1dheneafyl [Mpdt Ni. 3k ]; which, separate from the abose
. viewvof appedites, Boeltagether inexplicabled 1.1pyal; .
1. 1. Hom oughit, we then again, 0. how .down . in hymble
cgrateful. eckbewledgmdnt and adsvation..of . thas :Dyvsxe
saiid Ghateaps BrovineNor which,, in sl agesiof stharwertd,
sdndainden eviryisponsationsof mavealed truihy Jiath;per-
smtitged)it’s mencifn], onungels Ao .he oppesed.and counter-
tacked; imi the humisn.srindblis 18 any pessiblyAppear so48
s@iatiit would thave seddusder; monasto. the; honpur,of. G
aandithe bappiaces, of, Blis, cisaturen i, the latter-had heen
. originally created in a state incapable of transgresgion, in
-which-atatd the dizine, Wiort, and-wisdom Rayld hayq been
nurireihistinghy i and «devouly gmndﬂi toiy apd, mpukiad
tomemild have:biean preseevad in ithe, @pth.af taath  without
1mmyulabour of their omn,:and indeed Byt the possihility
ciofrimidtian foaunid’s gmidance aod purity., -But e A8~
- wotupesent.indhenatwl onisn of. man. 4p, fasham;the depfh
nof rdiine: thonght-sad it opaeakion ! o5 Jgw shalluibe
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CONL piss’ thevugh’ the nedle’svege? {18D6 s Anitsentie
might indeed have created man, as he hath created isifusied
Hilfvials, hot.only fiee from sin o birt frommitAs! paswerlofisin-
ilhg? Bt where, -in suth eave)iwskld havébeensthe jrai
pét‘and -bosisted freedont: of the-hittman swill, thay idisfini>
gaidhitig-favdlty'by which menlis-elovatedsto-pre-emineace
boive the bensts 7« Fovfresdon fram the ppwerof lsinuing
06t Fredddnm; - but needssityy candsuchoa mecesity asi ik
akel “88  unmans “inat;> 2% Annikhases sindeed alk: triad,
teipthtion, sysiritunl lubbiir and feak;busannitilarks at:the
Vil Wnre evetly vidtaous energycevery victotious effort,
‘wiirpBlebsed Bope, every apiitustiadvarivemeit-ond -
Privbment: - Fhe alli wise 'Gos, 3t iy luil wasewaro of the
Uotibeliirbtices of suchi @ hecessity) ind-therefore by the two
Htivitive trees iy parirdise,” thie ‘owe of Tife; hiid the wther
‘df 'the knowdedge of good: wnd:boil; Héwabpeased td an-
fibtedt BN diviné dnd’ mereifed Wil thatman shoul He
e, either to-¢ticowedifé or ‘deth) eitlier 4o+ cheyhid dine,
"0Pt6 tedhsgress ahdidie; sited by skibhi frebdbid Hpamight
be elevated irt6 a stite-of celdstinlisnd angiidimgslisgowhere-
Wiwithoat- it e wokld evorhave rémamedigya médfal o
‘shithal tute, ineapublDsf hesvénbyrigbelwmed fea vinily jog,
ke thivke 1Rferivr éreatufoy;’ whiok belngp Yompalied dohlive
theif pipeivad Kife,“and unsblé: tvelnidie b oithémior dhe
HeHeP Dl thieb Worsey e itteshyrinoapaile. of 1astingithe
Joys 6P Wikl et Grtue) thd blussedness «of) nestbeined
fidsionay witd: thd! eveplutinge deliirsovesahing ivoms the
‘Hiseifitlathos; G groweldnd fruitfulness ofgse Kirsanar
PGS $0edd e ragbang s1ate £ 55 bugasTe B,
3¢ B¢ eath ‘it b whist'hasbeon sdidy the dnigor-
PaeTessbng that Widiveby appositionb whighs oweifisd:iin
"Hiitkeives 6 the'knowlodge, betisdove; anddtbe pt ablicenof
Uibiflie? o8 “fife fromd "diseturh gitig: ity wadr dnfoebliadgyour
“Uditibris) sught/ pthéitto opedanems dnoiashensétl stiinilus
Iigobutlviiaois eiietgiosiobboniave oy wrefristen apdin -
“Uinladofi e devintojitidened ohaar tinorunai Rirhes
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to.berthechlested wheans; ndt only of ' forming our érown
ok immiortal glony; but .also ef adding continually to-it's
brighiness, it’s. beauty, and it'swoagoificedce. .- . o
S~ B L T ) I DT RTITER
N . T A N N EERY I LI

4 Srke————————— 1\ e
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‘o SECTIQN IV. (R IEEEI ] |
Dn the Devtl, ﬂe Woorld, and ﬂw Flesh; mapz«

S o, ‘ﬂtﬂalaappmho.. oo

IN diéoussmg thlb important subject; it .maynbe',ropi
Krst to defiue accurately. what - is to be maderstood by thie
thirée opposites here mentioned, becdyse until the medninyg
of the terms, the devid, the sworid; and the flish, be clesrly
asedrinined, all reasoning about themimust of nocessity b¥
vaim, ambiguous; and.inconelusive.-~To begin then tWitlra
definition bf the first of these terms, or the devid. - . -
v, ,;Undﬁf this m,- mldillg tdﬂ*'tﬁdﬁﬁm ﬁlth
Sacred Scriptures; which is the.only sure testimony to be
dependedion in this'instance, are intended to be expresseil;
Bet one-siagle or individual ageat only, but al the spirits
of -darkness . collectively, -who .therefore .designate ‘thems
belvas by the significant name, Legion, fLuke .viii. 30.]
Whether these-spirits weré originaly fallen dngels, or; 2
is far more probable, consist of such-intelligent beigs. ad
were .once men, but men hordened in wickedness, and
blinded by errer, it-is not rxy yrescut purposs to iquire.
R is. sufficient to know, that the existenoe of such bpirits
is sanctioned by the authority of ‘divine revelatisn; and
that their close comnection with the human race,. together
with the malicious asd :.mischievous .arts which they exer
¢isa. by virtue of such connection; is: supported - by. the
amie bigh autberity.. Thua we vead im the paralile ofS the
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sower, voncerning him ~who ‘haaréth the -Wobd 'df thé
kingdom)' anth widerstandeth it not; < Then cometh''the
wicked one, and.calcheth wway dhut whichiwds somn i A%
heart,’ [Matt. xiii: 19;] and again it is written ih the
parable of the tares of the field, « The enemy that sowed
them is the-dovel - {verse-89-of the-same-chapter ;] from
which words, (which, it is to be observed, are the words
of Jesus Carist Himself,) we are taught this interesting
trith, that the spirits‘of datkhdss) it consequence of their
connettion with man, have the power so to influence his
judgment; as. to” indlirle: him to Yeject all-hehvenly truth,
signified by catching away. that which was sown in his
heart ; and that they have also the power to inseminate
false-persuasiens in the:place ofitruth, as announced- ik
the diviné declaration, He that sewéd them [the tares]-sa
thaidevad. ‘Accordingly we read in .another place;.that Is
Was ub she inetigation of the same wicked spirits, that' the
faith of the:Apostle Petér was' weak and wavering, [Matk
xv1;i88 5 . Ladon:xxii. 31, 32 ;] ‘and that the heart of :amother
Apostle, viz.\Juilas; wastempted to- Hetrdy: his: Lok}
[dohin xiii. 2 5}-andithat the uabelieving Jews were/not
oily: a faithless; but -4 wicked generation, for thub i ig
positively asderted by.Jesus Cumisr Hituself, Yo-iure(af
your, father the demily and the kusts of your futher ye il
do;: (He was a murderer from: the' beginning; ond abode
not in the trmth, Decausé theyeis no thwuth.in himi| ¥Wikon
ke speaketh: a lie, he speaketh from Ris ot ;' for heis'd
liar; andthe father of it, [John viii. 44.] 'To the bauré
purpose we are admoenished, ‘inthe apostolic writings,té
be..sqher -and -gigilant; which: admonition -is”enforoed by
this veiighty largument,  becausé: yous adversary: the: devit)
a6 a roaring lon; wwalketh abowt, seeking vohom 'he: may
devorory ' [L-Peterivi:8 ;] and ‘again »we' nre-instraoted 16
vesist 4hes devily which insttuction is suppoited “By Cthy
elicouraging cpnsideration] Fe: willl fice from gou, [Yatmds
7.1 o Bawauld: be endicss N’d&uﬁt’iﬁdﬁﬂg’eﬂmm
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Book of Revélation, bl confirming this samie dovtrine; Hot
6tily that infernal spirits, caltéd’the devil und satan; ‘have
éxisténce, but also that they are in’thé clossst ¢on§ociatndu
With the* buian race, insomuch that’ they inflience both
e afféctions and thoughts of ‘mer, and this" ih' sudki-4
manher, as fo gain an entire ahd destiuctive possessiot’ vf
the bumdn mind in all instances, where no resistadce 1%
made to their wicked'and delusive'suggestiots, ! " 3*3%
' Having thus considered what we dtb’'to unﬁérsi&nd’ﬂf
the first of the above opposites, called’ the deddl, 16t' i
now proceed to a eonsideration of the setond,’ Wiﬂéhbii.
o.bnounced to us under the appellation of the’ wortd. N
“ Tt must be-obvious to every reflecting: mind, ‘that'th
thiig appellation is involved, not-so much'the Tden of PlesY,
us of state, dnd of state alvo as’ applied ‘to th¢ inhabith R
of the world, rather than to the world itself. Thus whih
Jisus Carist saith of His disciples, They ‘ave not of ‘the
world, even as I am not of the world, [.Nhu xviio 14, it
is evident that by the term world He nieant to desigmite
Yhe manners; cistoms, laws, tempers, incliwations; &0 &e.
‘of “those-who'live-in ' the wotld, dnd ‘not'so’ muéh’ fh‘e%rlﬂ
as the pluce or habitation in' which they'ﬁvé ‘K h ‘wﬁ%
Hb-sdith of Himsel; T have overcome the: ot "[:‘Iohn
%vi. 83,] -and of His disciples, 1 Mave’ thoséh yc?d”W’qf
he morldy [John xv. 19,] it is “aguin ‘méuifest; thit ‘We
‘mt*s{’seek ‘the propér intefpretation of“these word' ﬁ\ the
pnnci’ples and persiiasions’ whidh 'govéri - -anidt*Hifdet ¢
‘minids of men, and not m‘ thie” globe of "elirth v’vﬁ‘i&i"‘t’hﬁ&
Inhabit: =~ ¢ ; N N I TP [ ETR
8\ The morld t‘hen, itls plam is b oppotied, 6t ¥o Wiith
fromi it's’ soil; it’s a&nospkm -arid“the m&téhﬁ W”‘
‘6f whieh ¢ is cbmpbs‘ed “nor yét so’ et WSO8 G-
‘cent delights whiehi it présents to the bodiy sanses; oot
thie ‘vtiriohint emplognients with which Yo seld dt Workd?
{He- hedds andthe Hands of i¢'s childres) B o the
Shd" tenper with which those Jdeﬁgm*%&i? wibead, MY
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thase, employments, prosecuted ; from the wild schemes of
ambjtion, the inordinate accumulation of wealth, the visions
of /2 false.and perishable glory, which they cherish, and by
whieh they. delude ;. from the temptations thus, by which
they. contingally: assail, and so- frequently overcome the
thonghtless and nnwary, whilst they represent themselyes
9 Al imperishable saurce of the purest. gratifications, and
give the lie direct to the whole Scripture - testimony: re-
§H°?H*'35 the superior joys of religion and the world to
gqme; . It is therefore in this sense of the term under,con»
gwfgatlon, that the apostolic precepts are grounded Be
not conformed to this world, [Rom: xii. 2 ;] and again,
ke, friendship qf the world is enmity with Goo: Who-
sogwer. therefore will he a friend of the world, is an enemy
ﬂ"ggqﬁ[.lam‘eg iv. 4 ,] and again, Love not the world,
nepther, khe things that are in the warld. For all thet is
im.the world, the Just qf the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
ﬂnd t{cepndeof hfe, 48 not of the, Fq'man, but wqf(h;g
wp?,'ld, {1 Johnii. 15,16.] .. = .
4ef us.nQwW, in the tkzrd place,‘proceed ta conander what
' me g.y,e te understand by. tke fesh, and in what sense, and
A‘oq what, reason, thp flesh is denounced as an opposite. .
ad Qil‘jns term, it is plain, when applied in the Sacred
:gcmtugqg, involves in it a vanety of meaning. -Thus,
Mhem desos-Carist, saith, It is the spirit that quickeneth,
the ﬂg .prgﬁteﬂ; nothing, [Jobn vi. 63.] it is evident that
ﬂfﬂq s here contrasted with spirit, and is. -thus mtended
}p SXRTESS, what may be called the selfhood of masn, whxch
in itself is dead, as gpposed to the divine operation of .the
Mosz Hien, which in itself is living, or life.  Again, when

{he game Duvine Seeaxen, in His last prayer to His Fataen,
addresses Him in these words, As Thou hast given Him
fower. over, all, flesh, [Js ohn xvii. 2.]: what eye cannot see
ﬂ&&ﬂ;h th&t by flesh is here intended to be expressed. the

e humam, race, who. are;probably; here denominated

#fz by e Guear Saviovs, as baing in, themselves dead,
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aad having no life hut what they repeive by yirtue of His
living influence? Again, when the Apostle writes, 7%s
Nesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against the
Hesk, and then adds, The works of the flesh are manifest,
which are these, adyltery, fornication, yncleanness, lasci-
wiqusness, idolatry, pitcherqft, hatred, variauce, emulg:
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and such like, [Gal. v. 17, 19,29, -
21.] it is manifest that the term flesh is here applied to
designate that corrupt principle of the humau heart, which
by nature is opposed to the grace and truth of Gop, and
whose fryits therefore are nothing else but the external
mapifestations of the bage principle from which they
proceed .

By the flesh then, considered as an opposite, it is plalu,
we are to understand, not merely bodily 'a}q:etzte:, ar those
patural inclinations, which are serviceable either for the
support of animal life, as eating apd drinking, or for the
propagation of that life, as the laye of the sex, or for it's
recreation, as innocent pleasures, diversions, and amuse-
ments, (for such appetites, so far from being in themselves
criminal, or opposed o the will of heaven, are tbe appoint.
ments of that will, and when indulged with a view to their
proper end, are rather in agreement with, than opposed to
the designs of the ALmienTy;)—hut by the flesh we are to
understand that corrupt principle of selfishress or self-
hood, in man, which inclines him at any time, or on any
occagion, to oppose the will, and to dispute the coungels of
the Most Hicn, either by direct and overt acts of rebel-
Jion against divine authority, or by the no less dangerous,
but tacit and secret oppositiop, resulting from a hardened,
anbroken, and unsubmissive self-will, which exalts itself,
in all things, above Goo, His Word, His provndence, M
His kingdom.

Such then are the ideas suggested i lp the bok af Reu\-
}»uon -respecting the three grand oppogites, called the
devil, the world, and the flesh.
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"”Bm‘, "to ‘see’ (hese opposrtes in thelr true and’ proper
character, we must view them, not only separately, but
col)ectwely ; in other words, not only as 8mgle and dzs-'
 tinét opposntes, but as opposites combined, and comblned
by such a law, that the opposition of one can produce no
effedt” without the opposition of the other two, and of
cour"“se the united opposition of all three is necessary to
glve e’ cacy to_the opposition of any. This law of com-
limatlon‘ is not peculiar to the three opposxtes of whlch we
are speakmg, but extends tv other cases, as for mstance,
éé){he‘ soul ‘the body, and the operatlon of man, all which
ﬁxree prmclples, though perfectly dlstmct from each other,
dre'y yet so united, that acting separately, or mdwndual]y,
they can produce no effect : It extends also to the tl;n'ee
pﬁdodophlcal prmclp]es, called end, cause, and effect, no
one of ‘which is any thing, or can accompllsh any purpose,
in’ lt’é insulated state, or disjoined from the other twoa
but T)ecomes somethmg, ‘and accompllshes it’s purpose,
by it's’ umon ‘with the two others. Such then is the com-
bihatidon ' of the three opposites, the devil, the world; and
the ﬁes?z i’ man, agreeable to whxch combmatnon, the
devil ‘may be regarded as ‘the soul of opposntlon, the world
afs’the bodg/, and the Jlesh as the operatwn or agam, the
the" dedﬂfmay ‘e’ regarded as the end, the world as thé
cause, and the ﬁeslt as the qﬂ'ect in all cases where com-
bat is waged by man against the law, ‘the order, the pro-
v'ldence, ‘and the kmgdom of the ALMIGHTY For who
éannot see fhat the ‘devil, of Iumse{f, or .s‘myly, canno&
tempt man to- auy evﬂ inasmuch as all the power of hi
temptatlon results from the’ rlches, the honours and” plea-;
sﬁl‘es of ‘the Wor’ld as mstruments,* and from the dwpo—

S-S0 S SN

e oidsfadt is coaﬁrmed by the - hlstm'y of our Lonn ] temptatron in th
wilderness, in which we read, Aguin, the devil taketh Him upiito an exceedmg
lngh vapurigin and showath Him all the kingdowis of: the world; and’ the glory

,them’,)?ad*saztlx ynto Him, All these things will I gwc Thee; 4f Thou will
alldownandworshtpme. att, iv, 8,9]‘ T T 1uh
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sition qf fhe flash to yield to his suggestions? Who
again canpot seg, that the riches, the hopoprs, and plea-.
sures of the world can be mo instruments productive of
temptatiop, upless pressed on. the human mind by spme
spiritual agept, since righes, honours, and pleasures of
the world are.in themselves dead and inactive, angd of
Gouyse incapable of operating on the immortal spirit of
man, upless quickened and instigated by a living end
intelligent being? And lastly, who cannot discern that
the flesk, agreeable to the definition given of it above,
oan he no source of opposition in man to the will and
counsels of the ETernsr, if separated from it’s grand
gtimylants the devil and the world, fram which alope it
derives gll it’s life and activity of mischief? We are com-
pelled then to conclude, that the above three opposites,
called the devil, the world, and the flesh, are joined toge-
ther in some secret mysterious connection or confederacy
with each other, and by this infernal league and alliance
carry on a perpetual and destructive war against the ever-
lasting interests of man, to which they are oppased by the
~ most malicious and inveterate hostility.

It appears then, from the ahove account, that every
fndividual human bemg, durmg the whale period of his
gxistence here below, is beset by a hast of combined ad-
versaries, who are ever attempting to divert his affections
,and thoughts from all concern about his eternal interests,

and thus, by separating him from Gap and heaven, and all
‘belief in the great realities of another world, to impress
on him their own inferpal image, to make him their
defiled child, to bind on him their heavy yoke, to deprive
hiro of his heavenly birthright, and to degrade him finally
even below the beasts that perish. It appears yet further,
that these adversaries have their stong holds in the very
centre of every man’s life; that they are the foes of his
own household ; that they are operative in all his most
_secret purposes and counsels ; and that their cbagf dehght
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is to stifle serious meditation, to murder every pious in-
clination, to annihilate all thé blessed principles of love
and charity, of innocence and humility, and thus to con-
vert the human bosom, which was intended to be a kouse
of prayer, and of continual adoration of the Most HicH,
into a den of thieves, into an habitation of devils, [Matt.
xxi. 18 Rev. xviii. 2.] - Did these truths want ¢confirma-"
tion, it might be sought for and fourid in the history, not
“only of the Jewish nation, but of all nations, people, and
languages, on the face of the earth, from thie indisputable
tecords of which it is, alas ! but too evident, that sin and
folly have abounded in all ages, and in all countries, and
that thus the devil, the world, and the flesk, have acqlured
a frightful dominion, exalting their throne above the throne
of Gop Himself, and like the impious king of old, setting
up their image of gold, whilst their herald cries aloud,
“To you it is commdnded, O people, nations, and lan-
guages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet,
lute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all Rinds of
‘music, ye fall down and worship the golden image whick
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up, [Dan.iii. 1,4,5.] .
What inference now shall we draw, or what infefence
‘is it wise and fair to draw, from the above statement of the
tremendous snares and dangers to which we are éxposed,
as human beings, in our pilgrimage here below? Shall we
say with some infidels, that the spirits of darkness, calfed
the devil 'and satan, have no existence, or, at least, thit
they have no connection with, and exercise no destructive
operation on mankind? 'We must then deny, not only the
general testimony of the sacred writers, but the testimony
2136 of universal experience, which confirms the awful fact,
"thit this formidable adversary of man both exists, and hafh
consociation with man, and not only consociation with
‘man, but malice against him, and a malice fruitful in ail
kinds of delusive artificrs and cunning stratageds to dé-
céive and destroyhima. Or shall we say with ethers; 'that
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the world and the flesh are no enemies, but rather friends
of man, since they supply him with pleasures, without
which he cannot live, and since his natural appetites prove
_that he was created and born for the unrestrained enjoyment
of those pleasures? We must then again contradict the
‘plainest and most repeated declarations, not enly of re-
‘vealed truth, but also of daily experience, which bear con-
tinual and pointed witness to the mischiefs resulting from
the free and unbridled indulgence of worldly and carnal,
passions. Or, lastly, shall we assert with others, titat man
has no control over himself, and of course is compelled
to follow his natural inclinations, and that therefore, if he
suffers any injury from either the devil, the world, or the
flesh, the fault lies, not with himself, but with the condition
of his nature, which was made subject to the operation of
those agents! We must then maintain the monstrous
position, that every divine law is vain and nugatory, and
consequently that the ALmiemTy, in promulgating His
laws, has totally misapplied them, by binding them on the
observance of a creature, who had neither inclination nor
_ ability to obey them. :
~ How then shall we reconcile the existence of the above
_opposites, the devil, the world, and the flesh, with divine
.mercy -and providence! How shall we justify the Ar-
‘MIGATY in his permission of such evils to disturb, to defile,
‘and to destroy His creature man, when a single act of His
omnipotence might have prevented the mischief? How
“too shall we convince mankind, that this very permission
_originates in the purest love and wisdom, and that there-
fore instead of regretting it, and complaining of it’s pain-
ful consequences, they ought rather to bow down con-
tinually before their Heavexcy FaTaer in grateful acknow-
ledgment of the innumerable benefits resulting from it?
,No reasonable answer can be given to these questions but
‘what is grounded in the doctrine of opposites as above
.stated, from which doctrine it is made evident that a state
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of trial and difficulty is more advantageous to man, than a
contrary state; in other words, that if it be not man’s own
fault, every spiritual adversary becomes his benefactor, by
bringing into fuller exercise the principles of his spiritual
life, by forwarding thus his purification and regeneration,
and finally, by ddding brighter jewels to his immortal
crown than could have adorned it, had no enemy excited
combat, and had no combat conducted to the splendid re-
ward of victory..

Let us apply now this doctrine of 0ppos1tes to the three
opposites above named, viz. the devil, the worid, and the
Slesh ; and first of all to the devil.

It is granted that the devil is a power opposed to the
salvation of man, and in many instances a successful
power. But in some instances, it must be allowed, his
power is not successful ; and on these occasions it may be
asked, what becomes of his power, or what is it’s effect ?
In answer to this question, let us turn our eyes towards
the sincere Christian, and mark the result of all the trials
and temptations which are forced on him by his great ad-
versary. Behold him then under every assault, from a
deep sense of his own inability to protect himself, applying
in devout supplication to his DiviNe ProTECTOR, and com-
mitting himself for shelter under the shadow of His wings !
Behold him also drawing nearer to his Gop, and entering
inQo a closer conjunction with Him of confidence and of
love, in proportion as the roaring of the lion is more fre-
quent and more terrific! It may be that at times he ap-
i)ears to himself to be overcome, or at least not to have
guarded himself sufficiently at all points against the force
and cunning of his antagonist. But mark now the effect
of this seeming discomfiture, and how, instead of discou-
raging, it only humbles him ; instead of weakening, it in-
creages his strength, by making him more sensible of his
ewn infirmities, more awake to his danger, more distrust-
ful of his'own resolutions, and more importunate for divide
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did and security! ' Who then canriot discern, in this case,
that every effort of the enemy is turned against himself,
since instedd of gaining it's wicked purpose, it only forces
the object of it’s assault into the arms of an OMNIPOTENT
Saviour ; and thus, at once, manifests and magnifies the
power of that Saviour, at the same time that it adds to thé
peace and security of it's intended victim? Who, there:
fore, cannot discern that the salt of heavenly affection id
thus preserved from losing it’s savour, whilst it is seasohed
by the holy feer of falling into ‘the hands of a deadly and
defiling foe? And who, lastly, cannot hence perceive that
the ALmicHTy, in His adorable mercy and prondence, per-
tnits infernal agency; not because He could not by His
omnipotence annihilate it but because He is ever near to
overrule and control it m such a manner, that it shall be
tompelled to administer to His own glory, by promofing
the more complete parification of Iis children, and thas
rendering them more sensible of His parental love, His i in-
finite powet, wisdom, and greatness ?

Yet what js thus true concetning the devil and his
agency, is equally true concerning the world and the flésh,
and their agency, as may again he discovered in the ex-
awmple of every sincere Christian. For behold, now, this
spiritual champion going Sorth conquering and to conquer,
amidst the riches, honours, and pleasures of a disordered
sorld, whilst at the same time he is beset with all the in-
firmities of a fleskly and distempered nature! Tt may rea-
sonably be supposed that he is not insensible to his danger,
because the eterNAL TRUTH, to which hé bas submitted the
guidance of his understanding, perpetually warns him of
it. What effect then has this sense of danger on his en-
lightened mind ? What ! but to makeé him eager to esoape

it, and for this purpose to direct his wholé heart, with it's
best affections, to that ALmicaTy CoxQuERoR, Who, in thé
days of his flesh was exposed to the same danger, and
from His divine ommipotence was enabled to say, I havé
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evercome the world! 1t is plain thep, om this pccasion,

that the riches, hanours, and pleasures of the world, toge-
ther with all the deceitfyl lusts of the flesh, are deprived
of all their power of mischief, and converted into instru- '
mepts of blessing. For as all fear impels an infant to
geegk shelter in it's wother’s arms, and to cling closer to
it's mother's breast, so the dread of those most terrible of
all mensters, ambition, avarice, worldly-mindedness, the
love of smuql pleasure, &c. &c. drives the true Christian

into the arms and bosam of His Gup, by an ;mpulse of
deyout affection, which probably love alone, without fear,
could mever have excited. Thus every alarm about the
mql‘edﬁm of his heels proves the security of his lead

apd even the occasional stumbling of his feet is converted
into the means of amending his keart, whilst it renders
him more abased in himself, more semsible of infirmity,

and thus better disposed to see ‘and acknawledge, that all
the riches, honours and pleasures of the world, and all
the gratifications of the flesh, are but as dung and dross,
when set in competition with the riches, hanours, pleasures
and gratifications resulting from communion with Gop,
from the consolations of His Worp, and from the pros-
pect of His eternal kingdom.

It ia not however to be supposed that this spiritual
combatant, in his warfare against the world and the flesh,
is afraid either of worldly riches, worldly honours, worldly
pleasures, or even of the lower gratifications of the senses ;
for so far from it, he can fearlessly enjoy bath riches, ho-
nours, pleasures, and sensual gratifications, when they are
presented to him in the order of providence, and are made
to administer to the will of heaven. Al} therefore that he
really fears is the abuse of such things, when they are suf.
fered to be masters,. instead of being compelled to he ser-
vants; thus when they are allowed to exalt themselves
above the lave and wisdom of Gob in the spiritpal mmd,
wstead of so submitting thamselves, that the love and thg

.........
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wisdom. of. Gop may have entire ascendency, and bear
uneontrolled and unmixed sway.over all the affections;
thoughts, joys, and delights of the natural man or mind.
It is further to be considered, that when worldly riches,
honours; and pleasures, together with the gratifications of
sense, thus submit themselves to divine control, they then
ecome that mammon of unrighteousness, concerning which
Jesus Curist saith to His diseiples, Make to yourselves
Jriends [of it], that when ye fail they may receive you into
everlasting habitations, {Luke xvi. 9.] the true grouad
and comprehensive meaning of which divine words is mahi-
festly this, that when woerldly riches, henours, and plea-
gures, together with the gratifications of sense, are enjoyed
in the order of Gop, and under the grateful acknowledg-
ment of His bounty, and.as the instrumental means of pro<
moting the good of society, they then become friendly to
man’s: best interests ; so that instead of separating him
from Gop and heaven, as is their natural tendency when
abused, they now draw closer the cords. of union, and
bringing the principles of heavenly. love and wisdom into
fuller exercise, open and keep open the door of the ever-
lasting habitations of the blessed in the kingdom of Gob. :

Such then is the situation of man, as expesed to the
three grand enemies of his salvation, the devil, the world,
and the flesh.

But shall we say with the infidel, that this situation is
a disadvantageous one, which might be improved for the
better, and that therefore the providence of the ALmicHTY
is unjustifiable in it’s permission of so much imperfection ?
Let us rather ask, How can victory be obtained without
combat? What proof can be given of obedience, without
trial? And what happiness can have it’s full and proper
relish, which is not attained through dangers and difficul-
ties? It is true, Gop might have created man, as He hath
- created other animals, in a capacity of enjoying animal
pleasure, free from the interruption of spiritual trial ; but

.
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then it ought to be recollected that animal pleasure is not
happiness, as will be shown more particularly in a followe
ing section. He might also have created man in sucha
state, as to have been incapable of sinning, but where then
would have been his boasted freedom of will? and how,
without such freedom, could he have been a man, born to
the noble privilege of choosing freely an eternal good in
preference to a temporal one, and thus of attaching him-
self mutually and reciprocally to his heavenly Father ®
Oa this subject, however, of freedom we shall speak-more
at large in a future section of this work, and therefore shall
cenclude the present section with observing, that since it
appears that the above opposites, the devil, the world, and
the flesh, are all of them under divine control, and are thus
rendered instrumental in ‘the hands of the Most High, to
iry or prove his faithful children ; and by trying, to purify;
aad by purifying, to render them free and willing recipients
.of the divine love and wisdom, and thus to qualify them for
an eternal conjunction of life, of love, and of bliss, with
their HEavENLY FaATHER ; therefore the divine providence
isfully justified in the permission of those opposites, and
all the objections of the infidel, grounded in such per-
migsion, are fallacious and vain.
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SECTION V.

In what cases Oppoaztes are injurious to man, and in
‘ what cases they are bendiczal

THAT opposites are not necessarily, and in all cases,
injurious to man, may be evident from the consideration of
the natural opposites above mentioned, such as derkness,
discord, bitter, a stench, cold, and pasn. Fer who cannot
see that these opposites cause no mischief to the natural
life of man, only so ‘far as they are not attended to, and
are thus not guarded against, but suffered- to- gain an
undue ascendency, ‘in consequence of the want of proper
thought, prudence, .and: precaution, respecting them oa
the part of man? And who cannot see further, that when
they are properly attended to, guarded - against;:and 'net
suffered to gain:an undue ascendency, théy’then rather
administer ‘to man’s' advantage, 'in the jfirst: place by
exeiting ‘thought, .prudence, and precaation; and in ‘the
second plaee, by: giving . fuller- effect to the principles to
which they are opposed, at the same time that they add an
indefinite increase to the variety of natural sensations, and
thus to the sum of natural gratification? The darkness,
for instance, by which the careless traveller is led astray
in his journey; which throws indistinctness, obscurity,
and confusion, on all the beauties of nature ; which excites
apprehension and terror in the bosoms of the thoughtless;
and which fills even the most reflecting mind with awe and
seriousness ; how are it’s effects counteracted, when man
regards it, as he was ‘intended to regard it, with a
thoughtful eye, and thus not only secures himself against
it's mischiefs, but learns from it all that sublime wisdom
and instruction which it was designed to convey! For
what shall we say is the proper speech and language of
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this natural opposite? Doth it not with it’s black, but
loud tongue, call man to reflect on it’s causes and it’s con-
sequences ! Doth it not announce, therefore, the necessity
of caution, of circumspection, and of foresight?! Doth it
not also, by inculcating such necessity, guard the watch-
ful and considerate effectually against it’s dangers ! What
alesson too doth it teach respecting the glory and conso-
lation of ‘light, at the same time that by the variety of it’s
shades, it gives variety to that glory and consolation ?
But above all, how is the serious mind instructed- by this
natural opposite, in'it’s representative character, concern-
ing the spiritual darkness of ignorance and of errer, and
concerning too the terrible perils to which the inconsiderate
are exposed .from this darkness, whilst, with those of an
opposite character, it’s shades add inconceivable splendour
and comfort to the light of the ETERNAL TRUTB? Yet what
is thus. true respecting the natural opposite of darkness, is
equally.true respecting: every other natural opposite, each
of which.has it’s peculiar speech and language, full fraught
with: lessons of science, of intelligence and wisdom to the
attentive hearer. o ;

: . kt appears.then that natural opposites are not necessa-
rily injurious to man, since they only become injurious
from man’s: inattention. to the language which they speak,
and .to the prudence which they are calculated to excite.
1t appears yet further, that whensoever man is wise to
‘hearken to and interpret their language, and to profit by
their prudential lessons, they not only cease to be injurious,
but also instastly acquire a contrary tendency, being ren-
dered instrumental, under the divine providence of the
Most Hien, in the first place to beget reflection ; in-the
~ second, to give variety to semsations; in the fhird, to
manifest the blessedness of the principles to which they
are opposed ; and in the fourtk place, [what is perhaps
their highest benefit, and that for which they were prin-
cipally designed,] to exhibit, in their representative cha-
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tacter, the nature and effect of spiritwal opposites, and
thus to instruct man concerning the mischiefs to which he
is exposed, and the advantages which .he may hope to
derive, from their-operation. .‘ i
- From this view then of natural opponte:, it may fue-
ther be .discovered in what cases spiritual appaesites also
are injurious, and in what cases they are beneficial, sinee
‘the above reasoning will equally apply to both.. As there-
fore natural darkness is never mischieveus, only so far as
man makes it so by his want of thought and consideratian,
in like manner spiritual darkness, which is the absence of
-the light of the ETERNAL TRUTH, derives all it’s. pernicious
effects solely from man’s inattention, carelessness, and
_consequent perverseness. And as netural darkness, ac-
.cording to what was shown above,:has a tendeney to make
more manifest to.the reflecting .mind: the. glory and the
comforts of natural light, at the same.time that. it adds
indefinite variety to that glory.and to those comforts, for
the same reason spiritual daykness, when it’s causes and
it’s consequences are well, weighed, ‘tends finally to render
.the light of truth more brilliant, to give variety to it’s tints,
and thus to increase the power of it’s eonsohuon in the
human will and- understanding. -
-That spiritual darkness isi thus injurious, or heneﬁcml,
according to the manmer- in which -the huinan -mind is
affected by.it, will be manifest from considering the cases
of two persons, in one of whom it begets only imeonsidera-
-ration and perverseness, whilst in the other, it:exeites
‘thought, reflection, and all that happy disposition of the
heart, which never fails to result from the due exeraise.of
‘reason and of intellect. Behold then the formier contented
‘with his ignorance; insensible alike to the darkness of
error and to the light of truth, yea, perhaps even mis-
-taking the one for the other ; proud amd conceited of ‘the
-natural powers of his understanding; but never reflecting
-on their want .of a director ; calling animal pleasure and
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false joy by the venerable-name of happiness, without ever
vonsidering that the light.of heaveuly truth alone, by dis.
tinguishing between :the one and the other, conducts to
the regions of bliss! Behold him therefore misled: by
error, not because he was born, like the mole-and- the: bat,
'to delight. in darkness, but because he never'suffered his
natural ignorance to lead bim, as it was designed to do,
to see himself as a mole and a'bat, and thus ‘to 'diseover
his want of the light of truth' to. make him a man, and: tb
change the eye of the bat for that of the eagle. Like the
mole therefore he works under ground, and ¥ke the but
he flies: in the shades of night, when yet a momient’s
_serious refteetiotr might have taught'him, that he was bern
to live and’to fly in higher and more lightsome 1regions,
and that his natural ignorance:was' designéd only 4v:serve
 first, as a stimulant to the-diseovery of these regions ;' and,
secondly, as a contrasted:shade tb:'make ‘'more manifest
their incomparable brightness, glory, and bliss. - -7
- But let'us turn our eyes, now; from ‘this disgasting
:portrait of homan folly, te contemplate it’s opposite, as
-displayed in the character of him, who, from a sense of the
spiritual darkness in which he is naturally born; is led to
think and reflect on his privations, and thus to supplicate
heaiven for their removal. - Behold, therefore, this awhken-
:ed penitent buinbled, in the first place, under a due'sense
-of his ‘wretched condition, and lifting up his eyes and his
-heart to his MerciFuL CrEaTor for the blessing of that spiri-
-tual light, by which alone it can be improved! Belold; in
the. seeond: place, this mErciruL CRrEaToR- listening ‘to ' the
desires of his penitent child, and sending out the light of
His moLY Worb for his-guidance and comfort ! With what
sacred joy and transport is this light received; which is'to
~tuen the night into day ; the wilderness of  ervor ifito a
~garden of sintelligence ; the mole and the bat into- a madn
and an eagle! How plainly too is it pereeived ‘that the
‘rising of the sun of wisdom is remdered ‘infinitely' more
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glorious by the mists and clouds out of which ke rises, and
that his meridian splendour acquires a brightness from the
contrast of that midnight darkness by which it was pre-
ceded! Ignorance is thus seen, like the-opaque substance
behind a' mirror, to reflect the beautiful image of truth;
whilst all error, and the evil in which it originates, are-ac-
knowledged: to add to that beauty, by the dark and oppo-
site shades which they exkibit. -'Fhus the merey and pro-
vidence of the aLL-wise CreaTOR are confessed both in the
evéning and in the morning, whilst:the gloom of the former
is'viewed as administering to the briﬂiancy,r'the consola.
tnon, and the fruitfulaess of the latter. - = . i
~: And ifrall this be true of spiritual durkness, it is equally ,

true of' every other spiritaal epposite, which increases in
man the difficulty of attaining that stateof purity and: bliss,
to' which he'is called-in the love and: the wisdem of Goo.
For the difficulty; in such base, tends: rather to his advan-
tage, since the divine ommipotence is rendered mere mani-
fest by overcoming it ; and in proportion: as the:divine om-
wipotence ‘is more manifest, the selfhood of 'man and all
‘dependance on- self is removed; and ‘thus, whilst. man is
dumbled, the ALmreaTy is exalted ;-and with the: exaltation
‘of the ‘ALmienTY évery heavenly ‘grace and virtwe, every
angelic: joy and -delight is imparted: to the:purified spirit.
‘Biven; therefore; the natural hardness of the;human. heart:;
#!s natural propensity to every variety of evil ; the natural
-gegistance 'which it 1hakes: to the light of truth ;: it’s dume-
ous'and repeated offentes against' the: divine counsels;
together ‘with the combats which-it'so long :wages against
«#hdt" mercy and- wisdom by which it .is to be saved ; all
ithese things ure capable of being turned:te.agood aseount,
oprovided ‘they excite that self-exploration and self.abhor-
arence, whith they re calculated to excite, and thus. lead t0
i ¢learer view, and to'a more implicit trust in that 1ncaR-

WATEGop- who hath declared, :*‘ Behold, I yive you power
~ 2t0°tread on serpemts “and soerpions,: and.on:all the powsr



AND BENEFICIAL TO MAN. 39

of therewemy 5 -.and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”
[Luke x. 19.] . For.how is it possible for man to be made
sensible of this blessed power; nutil he feels the :.want of it ?
And how shall he be brought. to feel the want of it; until
by repeated experience of his own natural defilements, dis-
obediences, and infirmities, he is convinced - that the ser«
pentrand the scorpion.cannot be rod upon by any strength
merely his own, but only by the divine might.of the Grear
Rensemse): . [t is .ageordingly written,. “ The Lorp is
known {consequently His divine mercy, and might] by the
Judgmient whioh He:evecuteth, [Psalm ix, 16.] in:other
words, by his..omnipotenee. in .the removal of the powers
of, darkness from man, andthe eonsequent establishment
of the peace and arder of his awn heavenly kingdom.

. Did this. subject. want any farther confirmation, it
might -be. sought :for and found in the case of .the great
Apostle: of the Gentiles; whase piety, we find, was ele-
vated, :beeause his humility was premoted, by a.tkorn. .in
theflesh, . the messenger. of satam, sent to buffet him, lost
he.should: be exalted above, measure througk the abundance
of the Revelations. [2 Cori xii.7.]. What this Zkorn -is
the flesh was, we are not-expzesslytold ;. but, (what is..of
fargreater importance) we are informed. of it’s happy effeet
in exciting a spirit of ;devout supplication, for thas we
readiin the subsequent. vesse, For this thing. I hesought
the - Lionn thrice, that it:might depart from me. . We aze
made acquainted. also ‘yet further with.the result,ef this
supplication in another verse, where it is written, 4nd He
said unto. me, My grace is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made. perfeet. in weakness. [verse 9.] It is
evident then from this account, that tke thorn in the flesh,
by which the Apostle was buffeted, was attended with sim-
gular benefits, first by stimulating to prayer, and secondly
by procuring the blessing which sincere prayer never fails °
to draw down from the Faruer or MErcies, viz. dévise
grace, and by thus leading him to depend no longer on his
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own goeakness, - but -on:that strength. of the :OMNIPOTENT
whieh was to he made perfect.in it. Yet what is thus true
of. a thorn im .the flesh mugt be confessed to be true. of
every other oppasite, which would. separate between maa.
and .his, Goo, and thevefore we are compelled to subseribe.
to this conclusion, that whensoever- such opposite tends te:
excite in man, the spirit of dewvout supplication to. the In¢
cagFATE Gob, it is not only instantly. deprived.of it’s mis-:
chievous character as.a messenger of satas, but it assames
=.contrary aspect, and is emdued. with a contrazy virtue,
being rendered instrumental in magnifying and bringing
near the divine strength.of the: Most Hicn, and .at .the
same time in preparing ‘man to.receive it, by .abasing his:
natural pride, vanity and self-exaltation. . - ... .. .
.. Do we complain then of the maaifold evils into. which
wa are bora, and of the rebelions against the divine meroy
and truth which they continually excite? Dwoth. this per-
petial war of the: flesh against the spirit perplex.and dis-
may us ?" and.do we think it. would have been happier for
usif we bad never been thus exposed to the dangerous:
contention of our passions.! = Have we oocasionally too felt
the. bite of the serpent, and hath the sting of the scorpien.
at times infected our blood with its deadly poison /- ‘Doth:
the ‘Aumicary therefore appear to forsake us, and Hte
merey to come utterly to an end for evermore, so that in-:
stead .of being our friend and deliverer, He is changed
inte our most formidable foe,. and most avenging de-
stroyer i—Let us pause awhile under this sense of . our dis-
tresses, and take heed lest we imorease their. number by -
impetuous and mistaken judgment. Forthis purpese let
" us stand still, and weigh well all our complaints ¢n. /e
bulance of the sanctuary, that so we may form our opinion
of ourselves and of our situation, not.from the: deceitfal
semblances suggested by our spiritnal fees, but from the
unerring decision of the ETERNAL TRUTH, im comjunmotion
with the infinite mercy with which it -is ‘even unived;: Lot
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¢ ask oursdlves at the same time' the following questions,
and’let us compel our hedrts to give them a sincere answer.’
Doth sin give us’delight, and do we deliberately indulge
in'the gratification of our passions? Or, on'the contrary,’
is'sin our greatest-torment, and do we endeavour to check:
the violence -of our passions - by all those means which the
Attrenty hay appointed ? When the serpent bites there-
fore, and when the scorpion stings, de we look up to Him
whe hath said, Behstd 1 yive you power to tread on ser-
pents and- on- scorpions, and >on ull ‘the -power of the
exemsy £ & -our  prayer too attended with repentance,
grounded ‘in a deep sorrow for our offences, and doth the:
feeling - of our infirmities and iniquities increase our hu--
miliation and self-abhorrence? -Do we learn thus that of
ourselves alone we never.were, and never can be any thing
else than the meérest defilement, ignorance, misery, weak-
ness and death, and-that consequently all purity, wisdom,
bliss, strength and life, are selely from that BLEssep RE-:
pezmir, who hath said, Withoyt Me ye can do nothing #—
How -plain s it to. see; that‘if our hearts answer these:
questions’in -the affirmative, the ground ‘of all our:com-
plaints j8 instantly removed;: our distresses are no longer
real, :but imaginary; the’ bite of the serpent is harmless,
and the sting of  the scorpion. is deprived of it's poison!:
For lo! both the serpent and the scorpion, as they were.
intended, make:manifest the merey and the omnipotence of.
their D1vinz ‘Broiser, whilst we ourselves, humbled by our:
" defilements, and elevated by the supplication which they-
emcite, find ourselves driven nearer to the gates of heaven;.
and brought into closer and eternal con_;unctnon of life audi
of love with it’s Gob. :
-But some, perhaps, will say on this occasion, we do not:
complain of our weaknesses and defilements, and that we.
are subject to temptation ;- for we perceive clearly that in:
all these things the hand of the ALmieHTY i$ able to save:
us, whensoever we supplicate it’s divine aid, and humble
G
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qurselves .under a feeling sense that of ourselves we are
not able to h¢lp ourselves. But we are grieved to think-
that, ‘notwithstanding our prayers and owr hnmiliation, and
notwnthstandmg also the nearness and omuipotence of the
divine arm of our Gop, we are frequently overcome by
temptation, made the slaves of our passions, and left &
miserable prey to our spiritual enemies, the pewers of. sint
and darkness, who seem to gain a more terrible ascendeney
aver us, in proportion as our supplications for segurity
have formerly been more frequent, ‘and our humiliation:
more profound. How then can spéritual oppdsites be of
any advantage to us, when they have no pther effect than
to counteract all our best purposes, to render our very
prayers at once ynprofitable and profane, and thus to set
- us apparently at a greater distance from heaven, than if
we had never stirred a step towards the blessed kingdom ?
. To persons of this description it may be replied, that
possibly they pass an unjust, because too severe a judg-
ment against themselves, by supposing,. for instance, that
they are overcome by temptation, and made. the slaves of
their passions, and subjected ta the power of. their spirjr
tual enemies, when perhaps the very reverse may be tlie
case, and they are in the direct way to comquest, te
triumph, and to a crown of immortal glory. KFor the
question is, and a more important one cannot be asked
‘What is it to be overcame of temptation, and to be’ made
the slave of passion, and thus suhjected to fufernal domi-
pion? Can such miserable effects be produced whilst
they excite only in the penitent soul the bitterness of grief,
with inward and earnest abhorrence of the evils in-which
they originate, attended with louder and more importuxiate
prayer that they may be averted ? Can man. he the slave
of what he hates, or subjected to the dominion of an evil
‘which he holds in abomination ? For is pot.every man his
own ruling love, and is not his proper quality and charae-
ter such as that love is ? It may be that through inadver-
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tence, and the overwhelming. force of some’ hetedltary
corruption, actual sin has been committed. Be it so—but
it eught surely to be remembered, that the enormlty of
every sin depends, not so much on lt’s externyl form at
the moment when it was committed, as on the manner in
which ‘the offender is afterwards affected by it, when he
eomes to reflect upon it. 1f indeed, on reflection, he jus-
tifies it, takes delight in the thought of repeating it, never
supplicates future protection with increased earnestness in
consequence of the discovery he has made of his own weak-~
ness, in this unbappy case the sin is assuredly dowbled,
and becomes exceeding sinful, infecting the whole man by
it's malignity, aud thus joining bim in a close confederacy
with the powers of defilement and darkness, both as to
soul and body. But on the contrary, if the reviéw of
transgression be, attended with that godly sorrow which
worketh repentance ; if, on the retrospect, sin excites hor-
ror, and with horror increased watchfulness, more profound
humiliation, louder and more importunate supphcatlon,
deeper self-abliorrence, and a more earnest desire to offend
no more, and never again to wander from the city of re-
fuge; what eye cannot discern that, in such case, the
heinousness. of :the offence, both in the sight of Gop and of
man, is abated, whilst the penitent offender, regaining
mere by repentance than he had lost by disobedience, and
taking part with the ALmicHTY in the condemnation of his
iniquity, draws a line of clearer distinction in himself be-
tween the two kingdoms of good and of 'evil, and in this
hedge finds security to his vineyard, hecause he makes the
grand discavery, that the divine mercy and protection is
always with those who have been led by sincere self-explo-
ration to plant this Aedge, and that the kedge alse becomes
more perfect, im proportion as sin is more dlstmctly noted,
and, more faithfully resisted.

In agreement with the ahove remarks, it wag long ago
observed by a pions writer, that the more sin is aus burdom,

o
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the less it is our fault; and again, that the $in iokivh
humbles is better than the virtite ‘which exalts, bectuse
the former is the justified publican, whereas the latter is
the proud Pharisee. To the same purpose thé Graar
Saviour so emphatically calls the attention of Hig diseiphés
to the consideration of the nature and effect' of sin"of
this description, when He says to Simon, Seést thou this
woman ? [Luke vii. 44.] for that this woman was a sinner,
we learn from verse 89 of the same- chapter. ' But why
should Simon be directed to ‘look at a person, who hdd
evidently been betrayed into transgression, awd this re-
peatedly ? [see ver. 47.] No reasott can be assigned for
this strange circumstance but this, that' thoagh :she had
‘been a transgressor, yet she had not transgressed voluntarily
and deliberately, and therefore when'she was informed . 6f
that Saviour, who came to rescue her ftom the power of si,
she received Him with joy, or, as it is figuratively ex-
pressed at verses 37 and 38, she brought an alabaster box
of ointment, and stood at His feet: behind Him weeping,
and began to wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them
with the hairs of Rer kead, and kissed His feet, and
anointed them with the ointment. ‘It is manifest therefore
that the sin of this woman had wrought in' her’ the ‘hea-
venly grace of ‘contrition, and that through contrition she
was led to love her Saviour with 4 tenderness which:con-
trition only can excite, and that on this account she was
pointed at by that Saviour as an interesting object'of umi-
versal regard in His church, being intended to transmitto
all future ages the important and edlfymg lesson, that her
sins, which were many, were forgiven, for she lobed mack ;
but to whom little is forgwen, -the “same ’lawtlr kﬂle,
[verse 47.] AR U ~

" Who then is that wise servant,  who 'is desirous to es-
cape all the mischiefs to which he is exposed from the ope-
ration of spiritual opposites, and at the same time to sécure
all the benefits which they have’a tendency to promote,
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both by their variety and their violence? Let him, in the
Jirst place, explore: in himself attentively by, the light of
the eternal truth, which the Farner or MErciEs dispenses
for that purpose to all his penitent children,, the number,
thie quality, the origin, and the tendency of those opposites,
since to discern and to note well what is evil is the first
necessary step to it’s removal. When he hath thus made
this requisite discrimination between the two kingdoms of
light and of darkness in himself, and, as it is expressed in
the book of Revelation, hath called the light day, and the
darkness night, let him, in the second place, prepare him-
gelf for assault ; not of the kingdom of light against the
kidgdom of darkness, (for the former kingdom never fights
except in the way of self-defence) but of the kingdom of
darkness against the kingdom of light, inasmuch as it is
the very nature and essence of ¢kat kingdom to attempt
the destruction of -#hés. Let him prepare -himself, there-
fore, in the third place, for repeated assault, from the sure
conviction that evils.are manifold, and that, consequently,
if one be conquered,-another.may be expected to renew the
rcombat, according as it is written of the GreaT Saviour’s
warfare, that when tAe devil had ended all the temptatzon,
he departed from Him Bon A sEasox ; [Luke w,,lS,] and as
itis written also of Israel, Many 4 TIME have they qfflicted
me from my youth, may Israel now say ; MANY A TIME 'ka;;e
‘they - afflicted me from my youth. [Psalm cxxix. 1.] In
the fourth place, let him endeavour to confirm himself jn a
full faith and persuasion that merely of himself, separate
from divine aid, he is not able to withstand a single oppo-
site, and that therefore all his strength on the occasion
donsists in. his absolute distrust of himself, and his conse-
quent firm reliance on the arm of the OmNIPOTENT., Finally,
in this- awful warfare, which is to determine whetber he is
to be a blessed angel, or.a miserable infernal, let him pos-
-8ess his soul.in patience,.not in that natural patience,
‘which resulis.from mere natural causes, powers, and mp-
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tives, but in that divine patience, with which the Avyicmry,
as with a shield, covers and protects all his faithful chil.
dren, and congerning which it is declared by the Garat.
Saviour, He that endureth tq the end shall be saved. Thus
will all the powers of evil apd darkness, in.their multiplied
varieties, be compelled to admipister, to his purification and
xegeneration : even, mafwral opppsites, i their. severa)
shapes of wogldly losses, disappointments, sorrows,. and
perplexities, will no longer depgess, but elgvate ;. np longer
prove obstacles ta salvation, but be. ¢onverted ,iato ths
means of securing it;. whilst gpiritual opposites, being,
Placed undgr the cqntrol of . the divipe previdenge gud om-
nipotence of the Most Hien, and thus combated by a di-
vine faith, and enduged with a divine patienge, willincrease
the number of hig laurels, 3nd, give pdditiong) spiendour tg
his crown, of victory, by enghling him to sing with a, mers
elevated tope of joy and thanksgiving, 7%e Lopn is my
rock, and my fortress, and wy deliverer ; my. Gop, wit
strength, in whom I will trysh; wy buckler, gnd the hern
of my salvation, avd my strong tomer. [Pealm xwiii. 2.}

i .

SECTION VL. . ,
T.hat the.Eﬁect qf Opposites. wtﬂdcpeud op._ their. Sub-
mission gnd. Arrangement, since in case they are mat
submitted, and arranged, they bring Destasction,
whereas.. if . they be subwitted emd duly arnanged,

they then tend to elevate the principles to.whieh they
axe opposed. k :

BY the submission and arrangement. of oppasites is here
meant their subjection to the control of seme. ryling. prin-
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ciple, bysmeans of which they may be kept in their proper
plices. beneath it, whether that principle be s¢ience, intellit
gence, ot wisdom, scienee béing necessary for the sub-
mission and arrangement of natirdl -opposites, whilst
intelligence and: wisdom are alike netessary for the sub-
misgion and arrangéient of spiritual bpposites.
i, 'Phat-widwral oppbsites require the control of science,
in order to bring them into subjection and arrangement,
and thht widhout such. eentrol they are destructive of the
principles to wilsh they #re opposed, whereas by virtue of
‘sich-contrel they tend ‘to ‘elevate these principles, must be
pNin to avery abtetitive observer. T a conéert of music,
for instance, how éevident is it that discords, unless skil-
fully applied, ‘destroy harmony and introduce ‘confusion,
when yet if properly introduced, ‘atid rightly arringed by
the skill of the composer, they have a direct-contrary
tendéncy, viz. to elevate and:increase ‘the harmony! In
painting again, who cannot see the neécéssity of skill or
‘seienice in thie right arrangement of Hghts and shades,
‘inée withowt such skill the shades ‘itust Tievitably destroy
the effect of lights, ‘whereas if the shades he properly
wrraiiged, and” By arrangement kept -ih -their . proper
places, they thien tend to'elevate the Tights, and thus add
-to’ the beauty of the picture? THhe same obdervation will
Be found true in régard to natural bftters, whetliér mixed
‘in.meditine or in food, ‘the effect of Which bitters, either in
injuring bodily health, or in improving it, it is well known,
will depend altogether on the skill vmh which they are
-apphed R o

“Anid if all this be true respecting ‘natur al opposztes, as
‘requiring the direction and control of science to give them
their proper arrangement, and thus deprive them of their
destructive operation, by:so:binding them into theservice
‘of the principlés to which they are opposed, fliat they 'may
be instrumental in elevating those principles, instead of
injuring them, it is much more true concerning spiritual
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opposites and all that intelligence and mwisdom which are
necessary for their control and direetion. For in this
latter case also, as in the former, every thing will depend
on submission and arrangement, and as science is the only
power which can produce such submission and arrange-
ment in natural opposites, so intelligence and wisdom are
the only powers which can accomplish the same ends in
regard to spiritual opposites.

The truth however of this remark cannot be fudly prov,
ed, unless it be first seen what spiritual opposites properly
are; what also that intelligence and wisdom are, which are
mecessary for their arrangement; and lastly what that
arrangment is, by virtue of which those opposites are
deprived of their destructive qualities, and rendered con-
ducive to the elevation of the. principles to which they are
.opposed.

In regard to the first of these points, viz. what apz—
ritual opposites properly are, it is to be observed, that
spiritual opposites are all those natural loves into which
every man is born, and which being in connection with
infernal agency,* oppose in him the establishment and
.dominion of heavenly loves, for which loves he was also
born, and for the attainment and enjoyment of which he is
gifted with a continual capacity by his MEerciruL CREATOR.
These natural loves are in pumber indefinite, and in quality
and degree various, yet altogether forming a one, which

* That man is a subject both of heavenly and of infernal agency, is plain
_from the concurrent testimony of the Sacred Scriptures, which represent him
as standing between two kingdoms, viz. the kingdom of light, and the king-
dom of. darkness, and as operated on by the inhabitauts of each kingdom.
‘It is however to be noted, that the operation of the kingdom of darkness
extends only to man’s natural loves, or to the matural man, and mnot to his
spiritual loves, or spiritual man, which circumstance is described in the holy
gecords by it’s affecting only ¢the heel, aceording as it is written concerning
the serpent and the seed of the woman, “I will put enmity between thee ‘and
& the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head,
« and thou shalt bruise his heel,” [Gen. iii. 15 ;] for natural love, compared
-gwith spiritual love, is as the heel in respect to the kead. )
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‘eus ipwo other than whatis eommonly:called the natural
man,  consiting -of vanl assemblage of loves, with their
"derivative: affoetions: andl thoughts, iaclinations and pur:
poses, uctivities and operations, .appetites and delights,
as tountless as the stars of heaven, or as the sand on the
.sva’ shore: : Nevertheless this one, or this satural man,
Jilce- levery-othes ‘man, kath his Aead, his body, and his
mentbers ; his head being self-love, his Dody the love of the
eworld, 'and hisimembers every infevior or subsrdinate love
and eppetite; subjéct to the eontral, and administering te
the gratification of the:kead and the body, according to
4 rebpective power, quality and degree. [t is further to
bé:notéd respecting this one, or this-nataral- man, that
“although it's aspect and form vary with every individaal
min, being in some cases wmore, and in some less violent
in it’s operation and opposition to heavenly loves, yet-in all
canes it is opposed, and this to sucli a degree, that it' can
never be brought into right subjection and arrangement,
dittil it be placed ‘under the immediate contrel and direc-
tion’ of intelligence and wiedom.—What this intelligence
and mwivdom are, we shall now proeeed to inquire.

‘Man, it is plain, consists of two distinct parts or prir-
eiples, orie of which is external, and the other internal’;
otte of which, therefore, may be ealled his external man,
dnd the other his internal max. That the nature of man
isthus ¢io-fold, and that in' thisrespect he differs from.the
inferior animals, may be evident from this consideration,
that he is eapable of thinking about fwo worlds, the visible
and- the énovisible, and of being affeeted by each; whereas
the inferior animals are utterly incapable of thinking aboit,
and being affected by any other world than that visible
ene into which they are born. The part or principle of
man therefore, which employs it’s thoughts and affections
dbout the visible world and it’s concerns, is called the
éxternal man, whilst the part or principle, which hath the
capacity of elevating it's thoughts and affectlons to tl;p
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invisible world and it’s concerns, is called the infernal
man. But each of these men hath a distinct light. proper
to itself, by which it is enabled to discern the objects of
it’s own world, and to regulate it’s life accordingly. The
light of the external man is called science, and is all that
light which is derived from observation of natural objects,
and from reasoning concerning them ; but the light of the
internal Man is called éntelligence and wisdom, and is all
that light which is" derived from divine revelation, thus
from the ETERNAL TRUTH, or the Worp of Gop, whieh light
is denominated intelligence, so long as it remains in the
wnderstanding only, but assumes the more venerable naine
of wisdom, whensoever it is exalted into the w$il, and thus
incorporated into man’s life and love. Under the title of
intelligence then is designated all the light -of revealed
truth made manifest in man’s understanding, whilst the
title of wisdom is expressive of the same truth as operative
.in the superior principle of his will.

But it was said above, that intelligence and wisdom are
necessary for the subjection and arrangement of speritual
opposites. Let us consider then further the ground of
_this necessity. , .

Intelligence, which is the light of the eTerNaL TRUTH in
‘man’s understanding, inculcates perpetually this heavenly
lesson, that man ought to love Gob above all things, and
“his neighbour as himself, because his eternal happiness
depends on such love. Wisdom again is for ever employed
in practising this lesson, because wisdom finds it’s chief
delight in the exercise of such love. 1In proportien then as
man becomes intelligent and wise, in the same proportion
_ he exalts the love of Gop and of his neighbour above every
other love ; but in proportion as he rejects intelligence and
-wisdom, in the same proportion the love of self and of the
world exalt themselves above the love of Gop and neigh-
bourly love. Hence then may be discovered the nedessity
. of iatelligence and wisdem for the subjeotion and arrange-
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ment of spiritual opposites, and especially of those pri-

mary opposites called self-love and the love. of the world.

For where. there is.no intelligence and wisdom, there can

be no love of Gop and neighbourly love ; and where there

is no love of Gobp and neighbourly love, self-love and the

love of the world must of necessity he the ruling loves in

man, and consequently cannot be brought into subjection
and arrangement, since subjection implies that they submit
themselves to the government of some principle which is

above themselves, and arrangement is the result of such

submission. = They may indeed be kept in appawrent ox

external subjection by the fear of punishment, or by the
dread of temporal losses, such as the loss of gain and re-

putation, but this subjection is not the subjeetion. of which

we are speaking, sinee it is a subjection induced by mere

external. causes, not by internal principles, and thus it

leaves self-love and the love.of the world in absolute pos-

session of the internal kingdom of man’s mind, just as if
no such subjection had place. That intelligence and wis-

dom are thus .necessary for the control of spiritual oppo-

sites, and that all proper intelligence and wisdom are
derived solely from the revealed Word of the Most Higcs, .
is evident. from the testimony of that Word, which per-

petually teaches, Through Thy commandments. I get un-

derstanding, therefore I hate every false way, [Psalm

cxix. 104 ;] and again, Thke entrance of Thy words giveth

light ;. it giveth understanding unto the simple, [ver. 130 ;]

‘and again, Order my steps in Thy Word, and let not any

dniquity have dominion over me, [ver. 188.] '

It remains now'to be considered what that arrange-
wment is, by virtue of which the above opposites.are de-
:prived of their destructive qualities, and rendered. cos-
ducive to the elevation of the principles to which they are
apposed. :

It has already been shown that the arrangement of spi-
ritual opposites in man is effected salely by the admission
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of the light of inteHigen¢e and wiadom, 'in proportion-as
this light prepares for the reception of the love of Gan and
of neighbourly love, which is charity. But the love of
Gob ard neighbourly love are never fully received by man,
until they are. seen as the great ends of his life for which
alone ke was born, thus as the grand and oaly promoters
of his proper and true bliss, begause derived from Gop,
conducting to Gob, and thus opening in the human bosom
all the sanctities, joys, delights, and peace of the eternil
kingdom of Gon. Whensoever then the love of Gor and
meighbourly love are thus seen and estimated and exalted,
from that moment commmences the subjection and conee-
quent arrangement of all those natural, temporal, and in-
ferior loves which had before exercised am uucontrolled
sovereignty and dominion in the mind of man, agreeable
to that maxim of the ETERNAL TII.JTB', that »0 man can
serve two masters. It is not however to be understoed,
that by such subjection and arrangement thoseé inferior
loves are annihilated, so as ta exert no operation, aid pro-
duce no longer any effect on the life of men, but enly that
they are brought into proper submission and order, by
being compelled to regard an eternal end, and to adminis.
ter to that end. The natural affections, passions, and
‘appetites, therefore, are not destroyed, but only change
- their master, so that whereas they heretofore were the
servants of selfish and worldly love, they mow renounce
that infernal gevernment, and. enrol thewmselves in the
blessed and free service of divine and heavenly love. The
< order also of these appetites is now inverted, for previous
to the admission and exaltation of intelligence and wisdom,
" external evil, which is of the body and it’s concupiscences,
" was regarded as being the most enormous of all evils, end
was thus exalted as the greatest or chief evil; whesess
it is now seen that the greatest or chief evil is that. of
the spirit of man, whilst it is unwilling to submit itself
to the guidance ind government of the divine love aad
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wisdomt of the Mosr Hion. The arrargement, then, of.
which we are here speaking, implies first the arrangemesi
of al spiritual opposites under the banner of the eternal
love and truth of the MosT Hien Gob ; and, secondly, their-
arrangement uander eack other, so that what was heretofore
the kead now becomes the feet, and what was heretofore.
the feet mow becomes the kead, whilst all the intermediate:
members change their places accordingly, and add to the
harmony and blessedness of the arrangenrent.*

But it was said, that by virtue of this arrangement
spiritual opposites are deprived of their destructive quali-:
ties, and rendered conducive to the elevation of the prin-
eiples to whick they ere opposed. This must appear plaim

-to every attentive observer ; for who cannot see that when
spiritual opposites are placed under the control of heavenly
intelligence and wisdom, they then become like famed or
chkained beasts, which no longer do injury; exemplifying
thus the trath of the words of Jzsus Carist to his disciples,

* The arrangément here adverted te, of evils under each other, may be
#lustrated by the case of murder, which is an evil involving in it three distiney
evils, viz. evil intention, evil thought, and evil act. But of these three distinct
evils, it is manifest that evil intention is the most enormous, since all the evil

" Both of thoughit and of act originates in it. Moreover, the sin of murder is
8 ¢ottiplex sim in another respeet, as involving in it, not only the intention
aid theaght of destroyiag the bodily life of mun, but of destroying also his spi.
ridual life, or the life of his soul ; and not only the intention and thought of
destroying the life of man, but of destroying the life of the LorD Himself. It
is evident, however, that the nataral or unregenerate man forms his estimate
of thie criminality of the gin of murder from the etferwal aef of taking away

. mwn's life, pforé thin from gny evil intenition and thought either respecting

man or the Lorn, and that he thus comparatively makes light of hatred and
mtempt of others, which is the very soul and essence of murder. Thus with
the natural or unregénerate man, the evils involved in the sin of murder are

- 1% am inverted order, the external act being regarded as mote enormous thah
the intention and theught;. wherens with the spiritnal or regerterate mans the

. proper order is restored, and the intention and thought of murder are deemed
more cnmmal than the mere external act separate from such intention and
thought. The observations Lere made concerning murder will apply wid;

- &qual force fo adnitery and thef?; which, like marder, are complex evils. *
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Behkold, I give you power to tread on serpests and scor-:

pions, and on all the power of the ememy; and NoTmiNe
SHALL BY ANY MEANS HURT You ! [Luke x. 19.]. Who cannot
again see yet further, that the dread and alarm which those
beasts once excited, when they were suffered to run at
‘large without control, tend now only, as a rich seasoning,
to give a higher relish to the principles of heavenly.love
and joy which succeed them? Or, to alter the allusion,
who cannot see that the waters of the flood, in which the.
ungodly perish, change their destructive operation with
those who are enclosed in the heavenly ark of repentance
and faith, so that instead of overwhelming, they serve only
to elevate them out of the reach of danger, until they come
to their place of rest on the holy mountains ? [Gen. viii. 4.]
Self-love and the love of the world, therefore, with all their
infernal brood of serpents, scorpions, and wild beasts, are
only so far hurtful to man as they are suffered to live with-,
out a ruler: whereas, from the moment that heavenly in-
telligence and wisdom are let in, and permitted to establish
their innocent and blessed dominion in the human mind,
all those opposing powers, by their very opposition, tend
to strengthen that dominion, by bringing into fuller exer-
cise the contrary powers of the divine love and truth of the
Most Hien. This is what the psalmist teaches. when he
says, ¢ Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like
dross, THEREFORE I LOVE THY TEsTIMONIES ;" and again, ¢ I¢
is time for Thee, Lorp, to work, for they have made void
Thy law ; TREREFORE I LOVE THY COMMANDMENTS ABOVE GOLD,
YEA, ABOVE FINE 6oLp;”’ [Psalm cxix. 119, 126, 127.] from
which words it is manifest, that his love for the festimonies
and commandments of Gop was increased by the wicked
principles themselves, which opposed their authority. Thus
the head of leviathan is not only brokem in pieces, but is
GIVEN TO BE MEAT TO THE PEOPLE IN THE WILDERNESS ; [Psalm
l:xxiv. 14.] and thus too A TABLE 8 prepared 1N TBE PRESENCE
or Enemies; [Psalm xxiii. 5.] and the people of the lang
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secoME BREAD. [Numb. xiv. 9.] Hence also the divine
mercy is more magnified than it could have been, had it
remained unassailed, so that the angelic song is sung with
a higher tone of thankfulness, ¢ I will extol Thee, O Lorb,
Jor Thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to
triumph over me; [Psalm xxx.1.] When Gob arose to
Judgment, to save all the meek of the earth, the wraTH oF
MAN SHALL PRAISE THEE, the remainder of wrath Tkou sltalt
restrain. [Psalm Ixxvi. 10.]

Did this subject want any further proof, either in the
~way of illustration or confirmation, the reader might be
‘referred to the common experience of mankind, in regard
to the bodily appetite of eating and drinking, wherein he
would abundantly find it. For who doth not see that if.
this appetite be gratified without check or restraint, it then

operates to the destruction hoth of soul and body, by intro-
ducing disorder into both, and thus separating both from
the life and blessing of order and it's Gop; whereas, if it
be placed under the guidance and government of intelli-
gence and wisdom, it then imparts health to both; to the
Jormer, by leading it daily to the humble and grateful ac-
.knowledgment, that not only bodily food, but also the ap-
petite which requires it, are the continual gifts of the pi-
VINE BOUNTY ; and to the latter, by supplying it with such
bodily health and strength as may render it a meet instru-
ment to effect the purposes of it’s soul or spirit, and thus to
.administer to the will and intentions of the divine provi-
dence of the Mosr Hien? Yet what is thus true concern-
ing the natural appetite of eating and drinking, must be
acknowledged to be equally true respecting every other
natural appetite, and also respecting every natural affec-
tion, since both the appetite and affection are alike capable
of lifting up their heels above heavenly intelligence and
wisdom, and thus destroying their possessor, or of bowing
down to their salutary restramts, and thus promotmg his
salvation. - :
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Is it thes true that pll spiritead opposites have this
-double tendency to destray and to elévate ; to plunge man
‘into eternal death, or to be instrumental in exalting him to
.8 fuller participation of heavenly life and peace’ Is it
true also that the direction of this tendency will depeiid
apon the tian himself, and will turn upen this single point,
whather he cherishes or comtrols such opposites ; whether
he suffers them to opeérate without restraint, or looks up
to the FaTreR oF MERcIES for the light and comfort of His
HOLY WoRD to bring them into due subjection and arrange-
ment?! 'Then what an importance hence attaches to our
daily conduct; to all the determinations of our free-will;
to the current of our daily thoughts ; to the movement and
posture of all our daily puiposes, inclinations, tempers,
and activities; all which things are to decide in what
~manner the above opposites are to affect us ; whether they

-are to govern us with their ¢ron rod to our destruction, or
to be governed by us with the golden scepére of heavenly
intelligence and wisdom tn our salvation! Then, too,
how dear and precious ought heavenly intelligence and
wisdom to appear in our eyes, when they are seen to be the
only possibleinsiruments whereby the enemies of our peace
and salvation can be centrolled! And ip what estimation
ought we to hold, and with what attention and diligence

- to study that revealed Word of the Most Hicn, from
which alone such intelligence and wisdom flow, and by the
light of which alone we can hope either to discover our
spiritual adversaries, or to subdue them!
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SECTION Vll

ﬂats without. Opptmtes ‘the Life, which Man receives
. momentarily from Goo, wouid be merely trangfluent,
like that.of the Brute Creation, and thus there would
be.no Re-action o the part of Man wpwards towardp
Gon. -

BEFORE the truth¥of this preposition cap be clearly

seen, so as to be fully ycknowledged, it must first be ad-
mitted as an axiom, that all life, whether appertaining to
man or. to otber amm%s, is a continual emanation from
Gon imrmedcate, as it relates to man, but mediate, as it
relates to other animals ; 5 and that thus peither man, no;'
any other animal, has any life propexly self-derived, but
reeelves life momentarily from the only life, and only foun-
tain of - life, the LiviNG Lorp, whose high and holy pameis .
JEsus Carist, and who to this purpose, declared, 4s the

Eather hath life in. Hzmse{f, (or self-derived life,) so kath
He given to the Son (or the humanity which he assumed,)
“to hape life in Htmse@f,* [John v. 26.] . But this derived
life, it is observable, is of two distinct. qualities, or cha-
racters, being transfluent with the brute creation, so that a
brute is compelled to act accordmg to it’s tendenpy, and
cannot possibly re-act, either in the way of controlling it,
or yet in thé way'of referring it to it’s D;y,mr. _Omem ;,and

® That the Lorp and SAVIOUR J ESUS Cmum' is the Only Fonnt:m of hfe,
is manifest from His own declmuon, where He says, I am the ‘resurrection
and the LiFE, [John xi. 25.]; and in another place, I am the way, and the
truth, and the LIFE, [John xiv. 6.]; for if He be THE LiFE, He must of me-
cessjty be the fountain of life, and if He be the fountain of life, he must by
a like neceaﬂty be the only fountain, smce jt is impossible to concenve that
there can be more than one fountain of life ; and if He be the onLY FOUNTAIN
oF LirE, He must of necessity be the oNLY Goo, since Gon md THE FOUN-
TAIN OF LIFE are synonymous-terms,

, . I
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being re-active with the human species, so that man can
both refer it to it’s divine original, and can also control all
those natural propensities, in himself which are in opposi-
tion to it. From this consideration may be discovered the
‘peculiar feature of. discrimination which marks the. grand
-essential difference between the: human species and the
bestial. It has been long supposed, and indeed strongly
insisted on by eminent writers, that this difference consists
solely in the faculty of rationality, and- accordingly it is
generally believed and maintained that man is a rational
animal, and a beast irrational. But is it not a fact that
‘in many instances beasts prove themselves more apparently
rational than men, since beasts inyariably pursue the great
‘ends of their creation, and consult with prudeat sagacjty
the best means of preserving the life which they have re-
.ceived ; whereas men, though born with far higher capa-
-cities, and created for infinitely higher ends of life, are in
‘many cases not only totally forgetful of those ends;, but
‘abuse also their higher capacities to their own destruction,
‘exhibiting thus a proof of érrationality, which cannot he
‘chargeable on a beast? We must look then for some other
distinction besides rationality, befare we can establish the
precise difference between the human species and the bes-
tial ; and if ‘we look attentively, we shall not long look in
‘vain, because we shall soon make the interesting discovery,
that  the human species universally Aave tke capacity,
whether they exert it, or not, of becoming both rational
and religious, whereas the hestial speci¢s bave ne such
capacity. For that a beast is totally incapable of becom-
-ing religlous, all experience testifies; and that hé is alike
incapable of becoming rational, whatsoever appearances
. may be presented to the contrary, must be evident to every
‘one from this consideration, that he is governed solely by
v'znstmct which instinct compels him, without any rdlec.
tion .of his own, consequently without any reasoning, te
‘act in one way rather than another, and thus .to fulfil the
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ends of his creation.* - But that a man, on the contrary,
s capable of acquiring both rationality and religion, whe-
ther he exerts the capacity or not, must be plain to every
considerate person both from reason and revelation ; from
reason, which teaches that without rationality and religion,
man is not a man, but a brute ; and from revelation, which
continually applies itself to the above capacity as a neces-
sary ground for the reception and improvement of the di-
vine truths which it inculcates. We: conclude then: that
life, as' infused into a beast, is ‘ramsfiwent, and utterly
incapable of any re-action ; but that the life which man
momentsdtily receives by immediate influx from Goo, is
‘not ¢ransfluent, being endowed with a re-active energy,
by virtue of which it can refer itself to it’s divine origin in
grateful acknowledgment of the bounty which dispenses it,
and can thus at the same time control all those natunl
propensities ‘which are in opposition-te it. :

‘ But here "arises a most impertant mqmry—-—whence
comes it to pass that' the life of man is not tmsﬂuent like
the lifé of a beast?

The proper answer to this question will lead us to fom
a just conclusion respecting opposites, especially respecting
spiritual opposites, by demonstrating, not only their ex-
pedieney, ‘but absolute necessity, for the purpose of form-
ing that perfection of the human character, hy which man
is 80 eminently distingnished above the brute.creation.

For the true reason ‘why the life of man is not érans-
Sment is evidently this, that had it been twansfiment, it
could not have been frée, since transfluent life implies
-compulsian in regard ta the subject-of it, and this of such

*If it be here objected, shat beasts are oapable of beiag traiped by man

»into cestain habits, which bespeak a semblance of rational thought and con-

sideration, it may be repliedv that such habits are the result, not so much of

the éxercise of any reasoning faculty on the part of the beast, as of the im-

" pulse of love or of fear, and, in some cases, of tmitation, grovmded in the
faculty of imstinet, S S
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a sort, that the subject is constrained to think and- act-ia
agreement with the tendency of the life received; and can-
notpossibly think dnd act otherwise. - To the intent then that
‘'man might enjoy- that high prerogative, called freedom of
the will, without which he would not bave been a-man, but -
a machine ; \nacconntable therefore to his Creator ; inca-
pable alike of -virtue and of vice, of holiness and iniquity ;
it- was ‘absolutely necessary that he should be endowed.
‘with a-capacity of reflecting on the life whieh he reedived,
and: thus of either referring it humbly and gratefully to it’s
‘proper divine source, or of regarding it as Ais own, and
self derived, independently of that source. It was abso-
lutely necessary-also that' the life, though not really his
‘own, should 'yet appear tobe his owii, and that he should
exercise it freely under ‘that dppearance, siuce othdrwise
it's reception would 'have been deprived of ‘it's principal
blessedness, by suggesting continually the: painful idea
that he was a consirained agent, and not the free nrbiuatoi
ot’ his own purposes, thoughts, words, and works. - o
- Here then' we may discover the triie grouﬂd of the
mecessity of opposites, since it is evident that without them
‘mun ‘weuld have been wutterly incapable of freedom, and
~-alike incapable of referring his life to it's proper Drvine
-Sourck, or of regarding it as Ais orn, independent of that
‘Source. For what shall we say is the proper freedom <f
the kuman svill, and in what deth it consist? Is it any
-thing, and-doth it ¢onsistin any thing, but an eguaébiiune
‘betweemr-good and evil, or'sueli an egiipoise, that. man.cém
‘incline to and choose the one-in preference.ta she other,
;according ‘to his own volustary decision and -determina-
tion? For if good be supposed to operate without any
'counteraction from evil,: then man.must-be a. necossary
‘'subject of good, consequently not a firee subject ; and if
‘evil be supposed to operate without any counteraction from
.good, im this-eage again man becomes a necessary suhject
of evil, and is again deprived of freedom ;.-whereas if we
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sappose man to be placed in.an exact equilibrium between
both good and evil, with the power of inclining to either,
according. to his own free choice, we then view him in pes-
session of a freedom of will, which repders him properly a
man, and not a mere automaton, and which at the same
time is the ground .of his true blessedness, by giving him
the capacity of enjoying hig life freely as his own, at the
very moment that he refers it humbly and gratefully to the
continual bounty and merclful prondenee of his HeaveNLY
FATHER. '
It is in agreement with tlus ldea of free—woll that we
find, even in paradise, fwo ¢rees placed, the one of life,
the other of the knowledge of good ard evil, and at the
same time.n positive command given by the ALmicury to
the man and,womnn, #of b0 eat of the latier, lest they
should die ; from: which aeco;mt it is evident, not only. that
man was. eriginally endowed with free-will, hut that he
was born also W\lth the facylty of inclining to evil, ‘as well
as to.good, and'was thns in the equilibriam bel}ween the
twe faculties, yet with the free. power of - determining him-
self to either. For had not this heen the case, what satis-
factory reason can be assxgned for the prohibition respect-
mg the treeof the knowledge of good'and evil? If man
bad -been createﬂ with no othér capacity than that of -in4
elmmg te gdod; that tree could never have been heard of,
still less-the phdnbilton respecting it, because both the tree
anil :the. prohibition manifestly imply a capagity. at least of
mshmg ito ewl. On the other hand, if man had -been
. greated  with ‘no. other. _eppacity than that of inclitiag te
evil, (the: tneeqf lgfe would_ then have been gs: ‘unmeaning
8s; the troe of - the knoricdge of -goad and evil, aud. for this
plain neason, because it :'would have been utterly impossible
for.mam to have tasted of it’s blessed fruit.., The two figu-
wiative ¢neas then dninounce loudly and. plaindy this inpor-
tant dessdn, -that man was originally. created in the passes-
sion of ifneestuitl; amd-alse that: this free-will consisted in

v
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an exact equilibrium betweer good and evil, so that hé had”
the power either to eat of the tree of life, by the humble
and grateful acknowledgment that his life is the continual
momentary gift of the Faraer or Mercies, or to eat of
the tree of the kmowledge of good and evil, by ascribing
his life to himself, or calhng it self-derived, and thus in-
dependent of the DiviNe GivER.

When it is said that man was ongmally created wnth a
capacity to incline to evil, it is not intended to assert that
he was created in sin or for sm, and that thus sin was the
necessary result of his creation, for this would be to charge
the ALmiaaTY as being the author of sin, and also to make
man sinfal of mecessity. It is therefore to be well noted,
that there is a striking difference between the capacity of
inclining to evil, and the sin to which that capacity may
lead ; and that the capacity of inclining to evil is not in
itself evil, only so far as man makes it so by giving way
to the inclination wilfully and deliberately, and thus con-
ﬁrmmg himself in the love of evil, and tle hatred of
good The capacity therefore of inclining to evil, or, what
amounts to the same, temptation to fall into evil, never
brings man into condemnation and spiritual death, but, on
the contrary, if it be resisted, has a tendency to elevate
him into life, agreeable to what hias been shown in a formes
gection ; whereas sin, or the ylelding to such inclination
and temptation, is the certain -cause of man’s destruction;
‘since, if persisted in without repentance, it unavoidably
separates man from the influences of heaven and it’s Gop,
by leading him to conclude that his life is self-derived, and
altogether independent of the AvLmerty. Accordingly the
GreaT Saviour testifies concerning the HoLy Spirrr which
He was about to send, that when He is come, He will con-
vince the world of sin ; [John xvi. 8, 8.] and to instruct
us in what sin properly consists, He adds these remarkable
words, Because they believe not on me, evidently intima~
ting that all sin is attended with this tremendous effect, ta
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destroy pll belief in divine influence, and thus to separate
man from his Gop, since if there be no falth in the INcar-
¥ATE Gop, from whom alone all divine influence proceeds,
there must of necessity be an eternal separation from all
that can be called Gop and DivinE,

R F;ém,, this ’y}ie_w of the subject under consideration, we
are presented with a simple, but satisfactory solution of
another, perplexing point, which has so often engaged the
attentlon, and evaded the scrutiny, of the learned-and in--
q;usmve in all ages, viz. the origin of evil. For how plain.
is it to see,, from what has been said, that evil first com-
menced at the fatal moment, when man first began to per-
vert his free-mll by inclining to live to himself, separate
from Gon ; in other words, by loving to confirm himself in
the belief that his life was self-derived and mdependent
on divine mﬂuence, and by dellghtmg in this infernal and
deadly persuasion.! For what shall we say is evil, and in
what doth it consnst, but in separation from the life, the
love, and the wisdom of the Grear FathER of being and
of bliss? What then can be it’s origin, but the primary
original inclination on the part of man to effect this sepa-
ratign? And how was, this separation effected, but by,
ap unholy, motlon of man in his free-will, mclmmg him
to love, ‘himself more than hls Gon, or what amounts to
the same thing, inclining him to love self-dependauce
and copfidence in his own gmdance and government, in
preference to a humble submission of his life, witly all it’s
pucposes, thoughts, a nd Joys, to the all-blessed and all-
blessmg government ¢ and gmdance of his MerciFuL CRrEa-
1o}, This therefore was what is common]y called original
gin, pecause this is what is meant and descrlbed in the
ﬁgqrgtrve language of eating of the fruit of the forbul-
den tree. This too was the predicted deatk, announced
ip the admonitory caution of divine mercy, where it is
written, In the day thou eatest tkereof, thou wilt surely
',if"’-: For yv,l;at is deatk, prp‘penly so called but separatlon
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of ‘Nfe from Gob, by not submitting te the rubé and

guidance of His living spirit of*love and wisdom? ' Frie

the common aeceptation of the ‘word, indeed, nothing is

called death but the séparation of the soul from thé body,

and the consequent dissolution of the body ; but that the

terms death and' dying are applied in the Sacred Scrip-
tures accorditig to another idea, is evident from the geme-

ral testimony of those Seriptures throughout, and espe-

cially from the words of Jesvs Curist, Iani the resur-

weotion and the life’; he that belitveth in Me, though: Ae

were dead, yet shall he live ; and ke that liveth akd be-
Uieveth ih' Me suaLL NEVER Dig, [John xi. 25, 26.]; and
- agnin, This is the bread which cometh down: from heaven,
dhat a man mwy eat thereof, and NoT pig, [Johnvi.50.] ;
and aguin, Verily, verily, I say unto you; if a man keep
.My saying, nE SHALL NEVER SEE DEATH, [John vm 51.;
im all which pessagés it must be evident to every mtbllngent
reader, that the terms déath and dying are not to be under-

stood aecording to- & natural, but a spiritual 1dea, as: de-
noﬁng separanon of life from the ETERNAL.

From the same view too we may not only discover the
origin of .evil, but also the cause of #’s continuance in the
world, and of that terrible dccamulation, which, at the
present day, excites apprehension and supplication in the
bosoms of the serious and cousiderate. For as’evil first
eommenced at the fatal moment, when man first incline& to
live to himself more than to Gop, and thus to regard his
life as self-derived and independent of it’s. Divine Sourck,
in like manner it’s destructive influence is still operative in
the world, and with perpetual increment of disorder and
of mischief, in proportion as the infernal persuasion is
suffered to prevail, that man possesses life from kimself,
and not momentarily from Gop. For how numerous and
tremendous i the progeny of this persuasion! Doth it
not, in the first place, give birth to an inordinate self-love?
- and is pot self-love the fruitful pareunt of: every enormity,
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defilemeat, sin, dnd disorder, by which the little kingdom
of the human mind is miserably changed from a house of
prayer and praise, which it was intended to be, intp a
wretched des ¢f thieves and musderars, into a held of
" every foul spirit, and a.cage ¢f every unclean and hateful
hird ¢ The.origin.of evil, then, and it's continmadice, are
to. be referred to the same source, and are in reality one
and the same. thing, though they differ as to times and
persons and ether contingeneiess For evil eriginated with
oup first pareais in the. first ages of the world, whep the
fruit of the forbidden tree was first tasted, but it conéinues
it’s ravages and defilcments with ourselves, in this latter
period of time, yet from the same cause, and with the same
' comsegjuences. May not then the continuance of evil be re-
garded as a mew and. perpetual origin of ewil, in like man-
neri as preservetion is a new and, perpetuat creation 2 Iw
other werds, doth not evil still originate with: every man
aecording . to the determindtions of his free-will? It is
granted, that in censequence of original sin, and the here-
ditary corruptions which followed it in a long series of
succeeding generations, every man is born with propen-
sities to évil mmoh’ stranger than what existed in the origi-
amnbistate of integrity and innocence ; but . then it deserves
to be considered, that he is born also under the influence
and eperation of stronger powers to-eonnteraet and centrel
those piopeisities, agreeable to the apostolic testimony,
that &s sin alownded, grace did mwch niore abound. It
mwerits also further oonsideration, that the propensities to
evil, as hatlk been showm above, are nat in themselves evil,
sad only beeome evil, so far as man cherishes and indulges
then in linelf; through disobedience to the BTERNAL TRVTH.
" For let it be supposed fov a mement that man, instead of
cherishinly and indulging his evil propensities, renownces,
eoinbats, and rejects them, under a deep senae of their con-
tririety to thé vevealed will.and word of the Most Hien ;
#ow plein isit tosee; inthis ease, that evil gnins ne birth
K
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in him, uonsequendy hath - no origéiz, aud. that;thergfore:it.
still originates only. with those who de ®ot renounce,.coms.

bat, and reject it! .And how plain is it to see,still further,.

that every nian living, in vegard to .good and ¢xil, is pre-.
cisely in .the same state with our first parents:in\paradise;-
being born. in perfect freedom either to eat of..the iree of-
the knowiedge of good and.evil, and thus separate himself
from the life of Gob, or to eat of .the tree of life, and, live.
Jor ever | Moreover these two trees are ever slear himsin
his intellectual garden, whilst .the. voice of ‘the Aumignwy.
still suggests caution, and the voice of the.serpent stilk
uiters.the language of seduction. Lt is.net therefare the sin
of Adam which at this day keeps any man.out:of paradise;.

only so far .as a man makes it his owa sin byloving .and.

cherishing: it ; for from the moment that he renounces.it
hy.a vigorous repentance, the gates of paradise are. im:.
wmediately opened- to him, and-the tree.of life,. with. all.it’e.
blessed fruit, is presented to his view aad to his.acceptance,
sgreeable. to-the divine promise, To.Aim that overcosseth
will I give to eat of the tree.of Ufe, whick is in the midis
qftbeparadneqf(}on [Rev. ii. 7.] - W e

-It .is ‘manifest. then, from what has beon sud, tha.t,wg
have no reason to complain of any iepposition which we. at
any time feel.in ourselves to -the counsels of the ErERNsL
TRUTH, let it be ever so violent,: and frem. whatseexer
accamulation either of hereditary or.of actual eyil it; may
have derived-it's birth. For thia. appasitien, sofar from
exciting our regret, .ought. rather to be.a:ground of thanks
fulness, sinee’ it forms. the basis of :our free-will, and by
preventing our life from being transfivent; like that of .the
‘brute oreation, endows us with the .capaeity of,iwchon,
and thus of referring ourselves and all our concerns to the
Farrer oF MEercies, our adorable CreaTor, PRESERVER,
and Repeemer. Moreover, be the principles of opposition
‘ever so strong and powerful, there are other principles
which counteract, and thus maintain en equélibrium, so
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that ‘dlthough on the one hand we are pressed’ by the
enemies of our -salvation to eat of forbidden fruit, and
die, we: are equally urged on the other by a host of ‘hea~
venly friends'and associates to resist the temnptation, and
thus:te eat of theitree of life, and live. All then that we
‘Iave to complain of is our‘own irresolution and unfaith-
fulness; which lead us, by the perversion of our free-will,
teiake part with our eneuries, and to.-tura our backs on
ourheavenly. friends; and thus to renew and' confirm- the
opiginal. transgression and bamishment from paradise. For
let us only be firm and faithful, and behold the blessed
and "immediate - consequences |: The gagden of Eden is
agaimepened to our delightedieyes, and we are allowed to
énter in - and taste of it's unmoxtal fruits, repdered ‘mere
precious by the: laboure, pacessary for our introduction, in
that other garden, the garder of Gethsemane., The strong
man armed no-langer- keepeth his palace, nor are his goods
in peace, for do.! a strouger Whan ke cometh upon him, and
overgoareth him, and taketh from him his armour wherein
Aeitrusted,” and divideth Mis: spoils, [Luke xi. 21, 2%.}
Thus the perils of combat.are succeeded by the rewards of
vistory, whilst- the rewards of victory are rendered more
nunmerous and more brifliant by the perils of combat. And
thus wlso -in -a measure is fulfilled in the person of every
#invere follower of the Grear Repeemen what. isrwritten of
that Redeemer Himsolf, Yet it pleased Jeuovan to brusse
Him ;- Hehth put Him to grief; when Thou shalt make
His -a0ud- an -offering. for:sin, He shall see His seed; He
ahalb. prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lowp shall
prosper-in His hand : He shall see of the travail q" Hu
rml, aqd shall be {aw,» [Isamh liii. 10 1L }
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That witlwat Opposites Man conld not bé a »S*abje'ct of
Happ?ness o ""

. ' [ A A

THE truth of this propesition cannot: possibly be: deeni
and acknewledged, until it be first defined in what peeuliar
sense the term Ahappiness is here used; und'intended: 1o ‘be
understood. e s S G

By kappiness, then, s here meant-that principle-of hat
man joy whieh ‘is -connected with an &fernal objeet, ‘aud
which is-thus proper 4o the raman species, belng pérfordy
distinct from that «nimal plecsure, whieh-is commmn alike
to the rational and brute creation. 'The inferidr eveatures,
therefore, though eapabie of enjoying animal pleasuwe, nre
yet ineapable of Aappiness, because :they are incapable of
attaching themselves: to, and being affected by what is
‘eternel ; -‘whereas man, by virtue of' his saperior faewlties,
and as bora for an everlasting existence in the hingdom ef
his adorable CrEator, is endowed with ‘the high capacity
both of knowing and tasting Lappiness, beeause he is gift-
ed with the lkigh talent of knewing and leving eternal ob-
jects, such as Gon, His Wou, His klngdom, and l-hs pro-
vidence. .

Tt is further to be observed ccmeel‘nmg Imppmeaa,
distinguished from pleasure, that it flows into the humbh
mind from an internal source, and affects by interndl con-
- siderations ; wherea3 pleaswre comes from withéut, and all
_it’s sensations -are-excited by things external. Happiness

again is independent on external circumstances, and though
it can associate with pleasure as a companion, and find it’s
joys increased by such asseciation, yet it has a kingdom of
it’s own, which, whilst it does not refuse the alliance of
pleasure, can yet subsist without it. It deserves notice,
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therefore, that man may feel Aappy under the deprivation
of external delights, and even under the loss of their prin-.
cipal sources, swch as bodily health, weaith, reputation,
dignity, &e. &c.;' whereas pleasyre finds these sources,
of external . gratificatien so absolutely necessawy for it’s
subsistence, that it cannot subsist without them: Sensible
joys too, which increase the amount of animal pleasure, by
cherishing -the lusts of ambitien, .of wanity, of . avarice, &c.
&d. are fraquently fouiid to be dedtructive ‘of happiness;
sinoe every angmentation of dignity, ofitalents, of propenty,
&e. &ec. if not accompanied by due submission to the divine
provadeiee of the) Mbaw &ion, dnd acknowledgéd to be Hid
mercifal gift for universal benefit, tends onlyto beget the
anziety of: self-love; and-by this anxiety to sepnrata from
the fountain of ‘trwe pedce and comfort. - . N
~#rom this view, then, of what kappiness properly id;
and 'means, and: from what has been already said -on the
sibject of apposites, it may-now be plainly seen that with.
out opposttes man cannot be a subject of happiness. :
‘For it has been already shown that without opposites
man would be utterly imcapable of reflecting: on-the souree
of his own life; and.stil more so of referrimg it te Gon,
who alose is life; and the supreme fountain of life to all his
diving creatures. Without apposites, therefore; the life of
man weuld be tiransfluent, like thelife of beasts,” and con-
sequently, like the bensts, he would be a neeessary agerit,
mtterly destitute of - free-will, and of course incapable of
choosing an‘eternal goed in preference to a temporal one.
In this case, thepefone, how plain is it to see that he would
be incapable of kappiness, since happiness, according to
the.definition just mow given, results solely from connectioa
with anéternal good, thus from cornjunction with Gop, Hiis
wenrd, Hiw:kingdom, and His providence. In short; with-
out oppesites man would be a mere amimal, and incapable '
of .any other than' animal : gratifications ; because, ‘being
wffected by sensible delights, and having ne power of ele-
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wating ithose: dbliglits: te. their 'eternal svuree’ byia gratefud
acknowledgmens of: theit prvise: Grvir, -he' would: be: i
wmersed ‘solely in their defilements, and’ would: thus daste
perpetually reund ‘the golden calf of his. own eonoupigi-
edncies, without any-ability: either to rentunce his-idolatryy
ov 'to discover and worship ‘the 'trme Gon, ‘a8 the pivone
-Gvencof his facultied, ooy o ol
.~ ;:Suech is the: generai conpectibn - betweer Adppincks sadd
oppooites;'- but 40 seet thetrue ‘and;certain gronnd -of this’
cehitiection, it 'will -be necessary to comsider-it move: purtis
culurly, by exainining the several:links of -whieh the chain;
is composed. And since this cannet be delre untid the-se.
véral degrees of man’s life are dldarly ascertainedy togetiver:
with the meaus by which:they a¥e opened, and an asdent iy
effected from one' degree: to aneother, and: afterwardsi@
déseent;: therefore these prebuminaries must be:previeusly
adjusted, ‘before the-subject under comsideration -can be
viewed' in ull the! d!stinchm of it's: truth, and all the:
grandeur ofit’s importance. - oo s
: “In regard to the several degraec of ‘man's Dgfe, it ‘must
be' sbivious ‘to ‘every attentive  observér, ‘that they are 'as:
' yifridus’ and’ distinet as theé goods ‘whieh be is capable 'of
enjoyitg, ‘which' goods may be arranged under the fellowl:
ing classes; viz. corporeal good, semsual good, naturdd:
good, rational good,: spivitual geed, and cefestial good:
For man, it is well known, at bis birth-is merely carporeal;
and consequently ut' that period he-is the 'subjedt ohlf of
corrporeal: good, 'ini ather words, of ‘corpoveal -delight, yét:
with-a capacity from Gop' of attaining other and higher:
orders'of ‘good, to which higher orders he is gradually and
sndéessively admitted, ‘it ‘proportion o' his application of:
the empatity of attainiog them. with:which ke is gifted:
The next’ order of geod therefore, to -which: he ¥ intre--
diced, is senswal good, by which isimeant. the -goed; orit
detight, whick he derives from:the wee of his several senses
of -seting, hearing, tdsting, zmelling, sndtowching, *by
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means of which he.attaing communication with,the.outward
vigible. warld .which he inhabits, and: gaine acquaintanse
with-the indefinite variety of it’s objeats,. and this-succesn.
sively,-aceording fo the pexfection of thos¢.nenses and. thaix.
application,.. To this order of good succeeds a thind, which.
may be called natural gaod, consisting in tha exercise.and
delight of natural affections, combined with .the science of: )
natural , things, which bad. heen. let in by the senses,; and
thus forming. what may.properly be called the matunal man, .
with,all ,is, powers, activities, enjoyments, thoughts, . pur~
poses, apd woarks.. . But this natural man,, it is plain,. posy .
sesses, the . faculty of bepoming. ratinnal, because he can:
exalt Lin patural ideas into an interior .or, higher region of
his miad, and.there reflect upon them, and form analytical.
couglugions, from. which. he derives notions of gpod.and .
eyil; of right and wroag, of justice and injustice; ofimoral
apd qiyil virtues and, their apposites, .so. far as.an estimate
csa: he. formed. . oft such. things by.mere. rational light.and.
investigation. Here then we see.another scale.in. the {&rar.
dation of human gaod,, which scale may he tenmed ragiopal
9o0d, comprehending. in. it allthe gratifications of the ra-,
tional mind, ; ag, resulting . fram . the exexcise. of , rational
afigetion and . thought, employed on sahjects of; an interior
nature, or such ‘as, concern man as.a.socipl bejng, and
which lm'e mare, immediate. relation to,the,dyties imposed.
on.him by a state.of society. here below.. . . ... . ., _
1» We. are  a@iv.dhen. argived  at a, degree of ,yqod,, wu,a;
which-semeipaople,. alas |-rest satisfied, because. it.is.im..
possible to.asceud, higher. without the aid of divine gegeja-
tion, ex THE, WorD, oF. Gob; and- therefore all who reject.
the gxidenceof revelation, .and with it the. bright truthy
whiak it unfolds, cnuceive ratienal geod:to be the supremg,
good, anfl thug.never think of any further elevation, intpy
the shperios-aphere of spiritual and celestial good, B4,
09t 89. the humble: Christian,, who,, feeling; spmeﬂnw ias,
higuself wshigh: tewporal things cannat,satisfy,,and, W,ng
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{hwre' aftepretetiral objects; asthe only sources of tete bops:
temtient und bliss, willingly and gratefully. reveivés e
glad: tidimgs anhoaniced -in.-the Word ‘of the Mbst- High
¢ondernihg un everldsting kingdom, it's ‘inhabitante! and
it’s bliss, the laws of* the ditine order #tnd providénce rels
spectitig it, ‘and that rule of life necessary to be obsérved.
on the part of man, -before ke can hope for an infietitance:
it that region of rest-and rmmortality. -To such-a €lhwis<
tiait therefore another degree of ‘gosd is presently opemwed
.t his’ ititetior nfind, called spiridual good; restilting’ from
By reception of the bessed truths of tux Won oriGob itt
his understanding, by vittie of which his eyes aveoperned
15 the light of Heaven, and Bis mind is made setisible:of an
ftiterior deRight, as fir excéeding it his former gratifiow:
Bons, asthe Divine Fountain from whichi it flows is ‘supe-
yior to the ordinary sources-of iere animal dutisfactions.
PFor a time'however this défight is confinéd to the region
of‘the undbrstanding, because us yet the subject of it:id
‘more affected by the light of trutk, than by the lové of
that heavenly good to which it pdmts, ner can hie concefve
at this period that the joy derived from the Tatter infinitely
surpasses “the gladness resdlting from thé forter* « But
this lgnorance is not of lonig durationi, for, o ! presently,
when the hlossoms of the eternal truth have suﬂidiently.
mamfested both therr fragrance and théir beauty in -tHe

Ceh e At v R R PV PTE SR | B Y T TP IV

" & The terms joy ahd gladnéss are hére applied atcoting '¥b” thikt Serise
of which we find thers expressive in the bok of divine inspivation. Fdﬁ
that. hook nothitsg is more common than to join the two terms together, when
the subjgct treated of is concermng any hlgh gratnﬁcatnon. To the matten-
tive reader, this circumstance may pohsnbly appear as a ‘Blamable  and uh-
meaning fautology, when yet thefe s every Yeason tb ‘Weltevd that cdch 66Fth
‘his reference to a distinet degresof. biis, the torm joy bemg applied 4 the
ecusatign excited in the human aill by what is good, whilst the term ghdw
is applied to the sensation excited in the uuderstand;ng by what is true. Thu;
the two terms combmed are expresslve of the conjunction or spiritual mar-
Yiage of coop and of TRUTH, this nfarriage consututmg the very ‘essenﬁ.‘ﬂ
"infeandmtﬁoftheﬂowm C Lo

L
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intellectual mind, the fruit begins to show itself in the volus-
 tary or wiéll principle, and according to the richness of it's
-flavour ‘proves to a'demonstration; that howsoever man
-may -be affected ifor-a time with the light of intelligence,:
-the good of heavenly love and charity is ‘still more affect-
ing; because productive of -a bligs both more durable and
" more satisfying. This good then' may be termed celestial
good, which -is -tife highest to which the human mind is
-capable of attaining, eonducting man, not ouly to the pre-
sence of his. Gob, but to the closest conjunction of life
with Him, and thus eminently distinguished from spiritual
good, which only introduces'to His presence. -

Frem this view, now, ef the several degrees of good
which the human mind ‘is capable of tasting and enjoying>
it may be manifest whiat are the several degrees of man’s
life, and that these degrees are successively opened, so far
as man saffers them to be opened, by the influent life of the
Great Gne'atmz,ﬂeven : to' the cmm himself.* It may

. What is here said concermng the openmg of the degrees of man's life
to the GREAT CREATOR, may be illustrated by the duty of prayer, the pet-
forssance of which daty, if sificere, is always. atténded ‘with ‘an spening of
man's interiors towards heaven, agreeable to, what is.observed of the GREAT

_Sarrounr’s prayer, where it is written, that Jusus also being baptized, and
praying, the heaven was opened, [Luke iii. 21.) But if prayer has a tendency
to open the interiors of the devout supphcmit towards heaven, and thus to
introduce him to the heavenly inhabitants, it must of conrse have a tendency
to open the interiors towards Gov, and thus to introduce into the divine pre-
sence, since Gob and, heaven are one. It is however to be understood, that
this effect of prayer is not to be ascribed to any power of man alone sepa-
rate from Gop, but to the dlvme power with whxch man is contmually gifted
from Gob ; consequently it is an effect of prayer derived from God, rather
‘than of prayer addressed to God, since prayer may be addressed to Gid from
very imperfect and .impure motives, as is the case with the prayer of hypo-
crites, in which instance it cannot be supposed to open. the mind towards
Gou, but rather to close it against Him. To give then to prayer the blessed -
power of opening heaven, and of mtroducmg man to the divine presence, it

"is necessary fhat- it be devived from Ged, as well as addtessed to God ; in other-

-words, that Gon be acknowledged as it's FATHER and FounTAIN, and that

.under this devout acknowledgment it be returned to Him with a grateful
heart, as well as directed to Him with a suppliant and contrite spmt.

\ L
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be manifest dlso that every: degree has it’s peculiar difliglit

-or joy, and though we have no apprepriate terms iwmwar
language to express the distinct delight or joy proper o
ench degree, .yet this ;proves nothing but the itdpordection
of our language,-and is no argument it all sigainst the dis-
tinctiaéss here adverted to. Perhaps, at some future pe-
riod im the history of the human race, when the -degrees of
humaa life are wore attended te, and it is sbougit neces-

. sary to mark themmere accurately, a peouliar name may-be
assigned.to-the delight or joy proper to each, -so as. to dis-
tinguish it.from that of every other degvee. Snffice.it,at
present, only to discriminate between she delight proper:to
the four first- degrees, viz. the corporeal, the semsual, the

-natural, and the rational, and that whichis proper. tothe
two last degrees, vis. the apinitual, and the celedtink-and
to call the fermer by the nume of: pleaswre, and ihe latter
by the name of Messeduess ; applying at the same time the
rterm happiness in designite the conjunetion of pleassre in

_it’s several degrees, and of blessedsess in it’s degrees, with an
eternal end, that is to say, with Gov, His word, His king-
dom, and .His providence. For it merits the most pro-
found donsideration-en the part of men, thatall the abeve
degrees of his life, together ‘with all their respective plea-
suresand blessednesses, are capableof being conjoined, more
or less remotely, with the Divine Sovrcg.of life, bat them.it
is to be observed that this conjunction will :depend altn-
gether on the due subordination and arrangement of those |
degrees, and especially on the exaltation of the celestial
and spiritual degrees above the rest. For should it come
to pass, through the folly and profligacy -of man, that the

‘inferior degrees are suffered to exalt themselves, and that
thus the heel of corporeal, sensual, and natural pleasure

lifts itself above the kead of spiritual and celestial blessed-

-mess, from that moment confusiop suoceeds in the place of
order, and with-senfusion, disjunction, andseparation from

‘Gop and heaven, and with disjunction and separation from
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Gon and heaven, the, utter annihilation of every &mg that
- can properly be dememinated happiness. .-

- From the abave view: of the several degrees of man’s
life,and of thediatinct joy or delight proper to each degree,
it-must be:evident that it-is intended of the divine provi-
dence, : that: man - should: be ' continually: ascending in ‘the
sealé.of gratifieation, from, it’s. lowest step, which is sen-
sxal-and carporeals to-it’s highest, which is spirityal and
celastial, and that from this highest step he should again.
descend; by conaectiug all degrees. with an eterpal end,.
which is: Gon, and Hia kingdom, and: thus infusing into all
_ aprineiple of hoppiness. It remainsinow:to be shown how
both thisascent and: descent are eﬁ‘ect.ed ﬂmugh the instra--
mentality of opposites..  -:
nIbwould:. be tedipus to-note tho operat;on of oppqmtc&,
during' the opening sud . formation of the inferior degrees.
of the homan mind, and to ‘point- out -all the instances of
the: necessity.of sush operation. far.the. aceomplishment of
that: puepose.. For every reader,, who bath been at -all.
attentives to. bis own mental: grewth and' progress from
semsuality te retiomality, must of cedrse have: been. led-to
mavk the: oppesition.which he.has experienced on the ocea-
sien, aud at the same time haw that very opposition has
been qyer+ruled -to his. adwantage,. by strengthening. the.
degree ofi-lifa which. it: threatened to destroy: :Who hath,
niog:made: this: diseovary. in. the. pursuits of science, -and.
especially in -the formation of the rational misd, on bhoth
whiolx oopasions the senspal mind would have. tempted him
to-ba enhtent with it's low gratifications, rather than ascend;
abill diflewlt to. climb, and whieh presented po. praspects
bt of: fangied and.uncertaip joys ! Vet when this temp..
tatiomhath bean combated cnd overcome, kow plainly hath.
it hnen seen. thatithe enjoyments of science and. rationality.
have eecgivad a.bundred-fald . increase from the difficulties
atending, theis. acquirement, #aq that.thys. the repugnance.
cowiderk By dhe sonwak wind. cabanced, rather: thaw de-
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‘'stroyed, the higher good to which it was opposed! -'Aad
if all this be true respecting the opening and formatiensof
the inferior degrees of the human.mind, and tespecting
the correspondlng ascent from a lower pleasure to a higher,
how mueh more is it true in regard to the higher degrees,
‘and the ‘elevation from the region of pleasure into that of
blessedness ! For this elevation, it has been shown above,
cannot be effected but by the reception of the eTemwaL
/TRUTH, first in man’s understanding, and afterwards in-his
will ; and what a host of enemies are leagued against -this
‘reception, representing it as at once visionary and fruitless,
and opposing it with all the might of an enraged Pharach
‘and his Egyptian host, setting the battle in array-against
the departing Israelites! But when Pharaoh and: his hest.
are overwhelmed in the  Red Sea, and seen - dead en dhe
"shore, [Exod. xiv. 80.], in other words, when all opposing
principles are subdued, and the powers of nature suismit
‘themselves to the ‘control and government of the divine
‘love and wisdom, how is the tone of the victorious song
of praise and thanksgiving to the OmniroTExt CREATOR
heightened by the consideration of the adversary’s strength
‘arid nuibers, and how plainly is it seen that it is this cem-
‘sideration alone which gives birth to the song, since with-
out it. the blessed confession could never be: made, Fhy
_vight hand, O Lord, is become glorious im power ; ‘Thy
right -hand, O Lord, hath daabed in piem &e eduny!
'EE‘xod xv. 8.] E STy
" It is evidént then that mthout opposites man can neveér
‘be a subject of kappiness, and for this plain reason; beeswse
happiness donsists in the kumble gratefal acknowledgmént
of the divine mercy and wisdom rulitig in and blessidg
‘every dégree of man's life; from the lowest to the highest,
and-back again from the highest to the lowest, atd without
opposites this acknowledgment can never be fully made. -
“Por without opposites, how would it be possible for man.
_ever to attain a state of heartfelt humility ‘and ‘gratitwde
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Ao his Heiveney Faraee? Doth any cqnsrdeu'auon tend so -
-completely to humble and ‘abase man, as a sense of the‘,
numberless deadly evils by. whlch he is surrounded to .
_which also he hath so frequently given the reins, and by
_which his. whole soul, in-it’s natural unregenerate state, is is
so. miserably contaminated ? And in regard to gratitude, .
_how .can.this delightful aﬁ:ectlon be ever fully felt, except.
,under a sense of divine favour and protection ? And what
. instanee of - divine favour and protecuon can equ.al that of .
.ile remssion of sin, and preservation from it’s power?:
_Yet what opposite is so formidable to man as sin ? If then
rithis gpposite may, through man’s sincere repentance and .
.tlip-eonsequent operation of the divine mercy, be compelled’
- to-administer to the increase of his humility and grétitude,' :
-and- thus to -the perfectian ,of his Aappiness ; if under all .
-hi5 tranegressions, and the sorrows which attend them, the
‘tear. of penitence and contrition not. only washes out the
.stain, bat magnuifies the divine wnderness from which it
_flows ; .how reasonable is. it to conclude. that every other .
.apposite .hath a similar blessed: tendency, and that thus
,'what are commonly. called losses, disappointments, per- -
plexities,; troubles, embarrassments, and the like, way,
_#hrough -the divine blessing:and providence, be converted
wio ‘materials for the fabrication of that most Wouderful
wand mes uqmplex of all spiritual substances—HarrINESS,
xR0 :we camplain then of ogposites? We complain. ¢ of »
the ingredients which enter into the composition of m;r,
,bligs,-and .without which it is absolutely impossible for any
tpue \bliss either to be formed or tasted. We complain ¢f
- the proyidential ‘means by which we are enabled to ascend
from one degree of life to another ; thus from ignorance to
_intelligence, from' pleasnre to blessedness, from blessedness
. to h,appmess,* and by happiness to conjunction wnth the

e W qump:ecicemaningmpexedbythemﬂmw thetzrmhlmwnu
ugﬂmpguqnmtwewmsﬂem o
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Losp in every degree of life, from the highest to the
lowest. We complain too of the means of our punﬁoa-
“tion, by whick owt bumility and gratitude are pexfected,.
and all our joysare thus brought into an eternsl commection..
with the divine joy. But is it wise thus to quarsek wikhy.
the evil, which, if it be not our own faundt, may he turned -
intp good, or to fret at thet gall and wormsaoed,. whigh.:
may be converted into the wilk and honey of etemnal de-
" lights, and sill be se convested, whenseéver we have the:
" plety to supplicate the Grear RenzrmER for that purpese ?
- Is it net muek wiser to reganrd all the enamies of whith we;
complain as designed to inorease the:numhen and splemr
dour of the victories of that ALureary Brae, whe saith of
them. as He said of Pharaoh of old, “ 4nd.in very deod fon,
this cause have I raised thee up, fori toshaw in thoe: ny
- power,, and that my name may be dedlared thronghout the:
earth ? [Bxod. ix: 16.] For what can so-effestusiy; tenh
to.enhance oun. true bliss, as the manifestation of the dixine.
ommipotence in our favouri . And how. can this wanifesta~:
* tion be so fully made as in and by: the subjugation aof o~
posites.? Let then all.our eempluiats, ansd musrmurings,
apd sorrows, be hemceforth silenced by, patienpe,, Uianks-.
fulness, and joy, grounded in. the reeollection ofl the wia- -
dom whick enjoined of old that the :passaver showid be
eaten with bitters, [Exod. xii. ], and whigh: aftezmardn,.
taught the consolatory mexim, Blessod anethey (that
mourn, for thoy shall be qomforted, [Mats. v. 4]
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SECTION IX.

q%at the Providence of the ALmicHTY is ‘principally con-

" .ceimed abowt Opposites, to prevent their preponder-
anoe, that so Man may be kept in an Bquilibrium be-
tween Qood and Evil, and thus in the full enjoyment
of Free:uill.

IT .bas already been shown in a former section, that the
dreedoem ‘of the human will results from the equilibrium
‘between good and evil, in which every man is kept, during
his abode in the world, witha view to his refermation and
regeneration. :For was-either good orevil to preponderate,
man ‘would be in a state of compulsion, in which state nei-
ther.good nor evil could pessibly be imputed to him as his,
since nothimg can be imputed to man but what &e Freely
:ohoeses, and all freedom of choice is necessarily destroyesl .
by campulsion. Was either good or evil, therefore, to
‘prependerate, it would be impowsible fer man either .to e
-reforméd or regemerated, inasmucdh as both réformation
-and regeneration imply a ‘change i man’s lowe, or that
lieavenly love bemins to prevail over ieanthly : but ithis
change cannot by any . posstbility be -effected, :umless by
sthe free determsination of the mam himself, 'since to eompsl
love is to destroy it, in case the compulsion be frem ano-
ither, and not from the man himself. Man ‘may, indeed,
-compel - kimself, but this compulsion differs totally from
that which comes from a source without himself, the latter
constituting properly the most absolute slavery, whoress .
-the formér, .as it proceeds from the raost perfect freedom,
80 it tends to establish and confirm such freedom. . .

To maintain then an exact ‘equilibrium of good anfl
evil, 0 that man may be kept in the eontinual .possession
‘of free-will, constitutes a principal part of that divine
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government which the ALmicnTy exercises here below over
his creature man. And since this equilibrium may be pre-
served in two ways, either by increasing the power of good
in proportion to the increase of the power of evil, or by
diminishing the power of evil, so that it may keep pace
with the power of good, therefore this increase and dimi-
‘nution have, in all ages of the world, and amongst all
nations, been objects of the peculiar concern of the divine
providence, in respect both to the church in geueral, and
to the individuals who compose it. Perbaps this subject
‘bas never been regarded with that attention and serious-
-ness which it’s infinite importance demands. Let us then
-stop awhile to take a more distinet view of the mterestmg
‘particulars which enter into it’s composition.

If we believe in that divine revelation which is an-
nounced in the Sacred Scriptires, or Worp or Goo; we
‘must be well aware that the Deity, on various occasions,
‘has been pleased to manifest Himself personally to His
‘children here below; and at other times has spoken to them

| by His servants the prophets. We are bound to. believe
-also, that at one important period He assumed a body of
flesh in the person of Jesvs CHrist, and under this mani-
festation declared His divine will more .fully and specifi-
-cally than He had done before, whilst at the same time He
performed an act of judgment by subduing the powers of
‘darkness, and through the combats and .victories attendaut
.on that subjugation, glorified, or made divine the Huma-
ity which He had assumed, so as to make it one with
Himself, and thus to give all mankind access to Himself
in that glorified or Divine Humanity. But are we awa¥e
‘that in all these cases of divine interposition; whether by
personal appearance, by prophetic warning and instruc-
tion, or by the assumption of human nature, the equili:
brium of good and cvil was prineipally'coasulted and pro-
vided for, and thus respect was had to the freedom of the
* fuman will, that man might always be preserved in a state
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-Wgiwhighibe might. he.capable of -heing. reformed and rege-
.Bgrated }.. Are. we, aware,, therefore,, that every personal
.shpgarance of the Axmicury to the patriarchs and prophets
. @k ald, ,and also every prophetic dictate and expostulation,
«Was, atgended with a descent of. the. heavenly. princigles of
ivine gooduess. and truth, by virtue of, which the oppo-
-ite principles. of evil gnd, emror. were, counteracted,. the
£anipoise hetween, good- and evil  gestored, apd maonkind
-jgre thps re-established.in a freedom of choige, which had
-hegn, invaded and.nearly destroyed by the preponserance
~of .iniqmity ? = In like mapner, when Go, in kis adgrahje
1#PeFeY,. . Was made, manifest in the. flesh,. .have we ever re-
Mgeted, that the, extraordinary and. alapming ingeement of
+¢vil, which at the, time threatened the whele human Fage
\x!\u,b eeternal destxuction, hecause, it. threatened the gnnj-
!latum of. free-will, was one :principal, cauge of that gra-
>¢1!0)18 .manifestation }, Accardingly we.are informed, that,
- gharing the,period. of .the yesidemngce of that Grgar Gop and
§,qnoun here on ea.rth a work of judgment was effected,
by virtue of ;which the iufesting, powers of arknessy who
-bad.gained an undue :ascendgney, . not only,aver the minds,
byt .even aver, the. bodies of ;mankind, were brought ingp
WJ@GH‘)% and mankiyd thus, reseued wera,restored. to the
hhsspd Liberty. of will .and of intelect,. ,whigh had heen
«Pegrly. lost,- . This. restoration of the-equilibrium of, good
ofd exil, in,cowsequence of . the subjugation of the. powers
-of, darkness, is thug anneunced: by the Repeemer Himself,
-Where He says, Now is the judgment of this world ; pow
- fhall the prince of . this world. be cast out ; and. I,.if I je
fifted up from. dke earth, will draw,all [meu] ungo Mg,
« folohm, xii, 31, 82.];.and also in tiese words, JVken a
. $trong. men arped, keepeth . his. palace, hig goods . qre.a?
.Bgace ; hut whup o stronger than ke shali came.ypon him,
Apd eyarcome _him, . he tuketh from him all his armouy
Mergw he.trugted, and divideth his spoils,” [Luke xi.
. 2),-22:], : Thus,,, by His contmual combats sgpinst, tlw
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“potiery of dirkness, abd their econseqdent sdlfuigation,
"which acts are here enlled the judpment of thib doorM,
“ tind by the glorificatioh ‘at the same tishe of His Hattiasiity,
-Which is here expressed by being lfted wy from the corth,
‘thie Bresstp Jisus detomplished the great work of mi&#'s
‘tédemption, by rendering salvatioh possiblé to all; whibh
* otherwise would lidvé been impossible: * For wiklst the
- #trony man armed kept Fis pulack i the utiruly affsctidls
~4iid thbights of ittefi, who liad subinitted theinvelves: o-
“titkly to the rule of his iron sceptre, Such a prepsnderifide
" 6f &vil previiiled thiroughout the edrth, thit the whple rite
~ of thahRind must inevitably have petished i one universal
' destruction, hdd not the preponderance beéh eonhtéracted,
fiist, by a diminution of the power of evil, in donsequeétice
- oF taking from the strony man his armowr, awd dividing
s dpoils; and secomdly, by an increment of the power bf
- good, which was effécted through the unidn of the divite
'aid Hdman natures in the glol ified pérson of the ke
- SAvIOUR.
" And as thié divine provideiice of the MosT Hios his this,
- in all ages of the world, been watchful over mankind i% y&-
“ meral, to chedk the prepénderanee of evil, and thereby to
“préberve the ptiticiple of free-will'inviolute, se hath it exer-
 cised, and still contitues to exervise the sume atténtive cate
‘uiid caution in regard t6 imdivideats. For should the powers
of evil so far prevail in the mind of ‘uny individael,; usto
desh‘oy the freedom of will and of thought, from that rew-
‘ment destruction would be inevitable, since the taw him-
3elf, Deing urged downwards by ai irrestatible impolse, wh-
« checked by anly contrary tendeny, woukl fall like & stane
down a mountain, by the force'of his own gravity, or like
the kerd of swine, into which the devils were-perutted to
‘eitter, and of ‘whieh it is written, that they rn- oistently
doivn u steep place into the sea, andperished ¥h the waters,
~fMat. viii; 82.] And aguin, should the powers of good so.
¢ far-prevail, as-to compel man to he good, independent-of
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aug,,gmc@ of his gwn, hoy plain is it to see that his good-
nesgs, in guch case, would be the goodness of compulsion,
qot of fmedom, and of course would be the goodness of an
amzpal, ot of a map ; smce man is no further good than
in proportion as he cherishes goodness voluntard ly, or with
all the force of his own free determmatwn r
Henge then it is evident, that the operation of the divine
pravidepce, as exercised ju regard to every individual
bpmap bemg, is du‘ected by this uqursal law of divine
leve and wisdom, which requires tllat the principle of free-
will should bp preserved mvmlable, and that fon this bless-
-ed, purpose an exact equilibrium should be perpetually
maintaiped between the powers of good and evil, so that
the map, duripg every successive period of his life here
belaw, may he kept in the capacity of turnmg either to the
gpe gr the aqther, and thus of volgmtardy ﬁxmg hlmself
sither jp the blesped kingdom of celestial love and life, or
in the gpposite misgrable kingdom of infernal love ‘and
death.
But i M‘ aqrder. tp .exhijhit tlns truth ia it’s proper bnght-
ness. and splendour, it will be pecessary to take a distinct
,vigy of the gbove provldeuual .operatjon, as we find it
Jnapifested ip two distinet states of the life of man, viz.
ﬁrst during the perlod of his unregenerate life, or at the
e :yhep be is Jed apd goverped by mere natural lgve,
ibefore.he submits himself to the guidance apd government
of thelove and the wisdom of his MErcIFUL CREATOR ; and
_secondly, dun;mg the process of his regeneration, or from the
_time that, the djvipe 1qye apd yisdom begm to be consulted
uatil. they are exalted to pre-eminenge in the hmnan ho-
‘som, and their kingdom of purity, truth, and blessednesy,
s ﬁnally established in all the fulness of heavenly power,
ustre, And, henediction.
An regard. to the first of these states, it may be expedi-
‘ent-to premise, that it is- the state into which all mankind
uuiversally are born, and in which they continue during
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a considerable portion of the time allotted for their sojourn-
mg here below. For, as the apostle testifies, that was not
Jirst which is spiritual, but that whick is natural, and
qfterwards that which is spiritual, [1 Cor. xv. 46.], cont
sequently all men are born in a natural and unregenerate
state, and this with the intent that they may be made spiri:
tual and regenerate.* ' This change, however, from natural
to spiritual,” from unregenerate to regenerate, is not, and
cannot be effected until man arrives at a state capable of
thinking for himself, and thus of determining freely  re-
specting the comparative value of what is temporal- and
what is eternal, of what concerns him as an inhabitant of
this world, and what concerns him as born to inherit a hea-
venly and everlasting kingdom in a future world. - It is
necessary then, during the earlier years of his life, untdl
the natural mind be formed, and in some degree matured,
that every man shall remain under the government and gui-
dance of mere natural loves, or such affections as regard
only his temporal well-being, since these loves and- affec-
tions cannot be controlled but by regeneration; or the im-
plantation and fruitfulness of heavenly goodness and truth.
Nevertheless, in this state, which may be compared with
that of the earth, _where it is written, that the earth was

' What is here asserted concerning the state of everymanat hisbirth.
will apply even to our first parents, or to the first race of mankiud ‘here m
earth. For from the apostle’s declaration, that tAat sus woé ﬁr:t whick is
spiritual, :-but that which ix natural, and afterswards that which is spiritual, itis
evident thi; they were born in a natural, not in a spiritual state, as may be
farther confirmed by this consideration, that man never becomes spiriiual,

‘but by regarding and obeying some spiritual law, thus by regarding and ohex,
.ing the declated will of his Cri:ATOR, and in so doing, by attaching himself
to his CReATOR in filial affection and dutiful submission. Our first parents,
‘accordigly, had such a spiritual law given them for their direction, to the
intent that they mlgbt, from natural, become spiritual, and thus, like all their
descend:nts they were left to the exercise of their .judgment, and the
idetermination of their free-will, differing from their descendants only in tln,,
.that they were in a state of greater integrity, in consequence of bemg exempt
fmﬂehhtndpolhtlmdheredittrywﬂ. o 3
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without form, and void, and darkness was on the face of
the deep, how conspicuous and transcendent is the mercy
of the Armic¢aTy in providing a counterpoise to man’s na~
tural evils, and thus establishing such an equilibrium, that
he may be'kept in the perpétual freedom of deciding for
himself whethér “he will be a blessed angel, to live and re-
Joice eternally in the kingdom and presence of his FIEAVEN-
ty Fatuer, or a miserable infernal, to be banished for ever
from the life, the peace, and the glory of Gonp ! K
- Fot"let us for a moment attend to the growth of this
'éhild’ ‘of imuiortality, from the period of his entrance into
the world,' until he makes the awfal decision, which is to de
' termhine whethet 'he will eat of the tree of life, and live for
ever, of, by yielding ‘to the seducing serpent of sensual
?Bve, taste of the forbidden tree, and die to all the bless-
ddness which an infinite mercy had intended for him. ‘
‘" AWe behold him first under the form of a sweet infant
i the arms of his mother, presenting an aspect of the
most endearing innocence, which is at once a sure indica-
tion -of the tranquillity of his mind, and of the divine
merey in whichit originates. ' In judging therefore of his
proper character ‘from this early portrait, we are led to
suppose, that he is such within, as he appears to be with-
out, and that the innocence, simplicity, tenderness, and
love of alt the angellc ‘host have fixed their eternal resi-
dence in this young bud of beauty and of fragrance. This
]udoment however is soon found to be premature, for, lo!
no sooner do the days of infancy pass away, and give place
to tht next succeeding period of human life, than we are
both alarmed and perplexed at observing a change, which
seems to ‘threaten the destruction of all our fond expecsa~
“tions, by convincing us te a demonstration, that other
‘inhabitants besides the angelic host, and of a quality in
“direct contranety to angelic innocence and peace, havq
their abode in that germ, which we bad imagined t¢ be the.
~ consecrated: habitation enly of celestial -‘heings, ' ‘Who
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hath net witnessed more or less of the truth of this remarky
whilst he has noted how, in process of time, anger, envyy
revenge, obstinacy, perverseness, and every other dead]y
and infernal passion, begin to show their malignant coup,
tenances, and to manifest their direful sway, in the same
identical human form, which had before given se fair a
promise of becoming a celestial garden, in which no nexious
weed wonld be found to grow, and no peisonous serpept
to terpt, to ensnare, and to destroy?

But how now shall we account for this strange and
apparently lamentable circumstance’ Whence eomes it
to pass that both good and evil, both what is heavenly and
what is infernal, both what wears the aspect of the most
blessed tranquillity, and what alarms and terrifies by the
direful malignity of it’s countenance and it's gestures,
have their abode in the same house, and make parts as it
were of the same family? Shall we say that the Faraer
oF M&rciss, the GreaT Creator apd. Governor of all thipgs,
hath ariginally constituted this mixture of heterogeneous
principles, and placed in the same fold the lamb and the
wolf ; inclosed in the same cage the dove and the kite ; and
planted in the same garden the rose and the thorn ? Surely
it were impiety, ‘it were blasphemy, to cherish snuch an
idea, ‘since to ascribe to Gop the birth of evil is to contra-
diot the divine testimony which apnounces, that Gop.sgw
avery thing that He had made, and, behold! it was very
geod, [Gen..i.31,] The evil then is not of Gop, but of
-man, resnlting, as hath been abave ohserved, from the
abuse of his free-will. Nevertheless, though the eyjl is
‘et of Gop, and though it’s origin therefore cannot, with-
-out -impiety and, hlasphemy, be ascribed to Gon, yet it.is
.neither impjous ner blasphemeys. to assert, that Gop per-
-mitz the evil, in p]l it's shapes and sjzes, and that he per-
.enits it also for an emd, which epd is it’s subjugation ; and
- that moreaver,:to prompie this end, He gifts all His inte}-
‘ligent oreatures with additignal power frem Himself fo
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-ddbivb evil, so that notwithstanding it’s. malignity, han is
Joept ever e a state of freedom, and thus it a capacny to
expil the wdlf; the kite, and. the thorn,, that so the lomb,
-the.dovk, . and the tose, may be the blessed inmates of his
-spiritaal Aouse and yarden.
‘Behold here then the mereiful, the astonishing provi-
-sions. of thie divine love and wisdom in regard to every
Aindividual of the human race ! - For by natural birth, every
man derived hereditarily from his natural parents a prin-
:viple of -evil, which is in direet opposition te the divine
-sherey and .loving-kindness, because it prompts him fo
.ekalt higelf above others, and thus to despise others in
-oomaparison with himself. By natural birth therefore he is
-proud, vain, arregant, self-vonceited, ealling nothing good
~but self-indulgence, and nothing evil but what opposes his
rown oorrupt will and inclinations. In this state therefore,
ihstead of bowing down before his Gop in the humility of
‘welf-abasoment, which is the only trué worship, either ac-
eeptable. to Gob, or profitable to man, he sets wp his idois
“$m kis heart, and werships the molten Smages of his own
-imaginatien, which have no other life in them than lust,
"and no other origin than self-love and the love of the
wwerld. Moreover, since all evil is in close connection with .
 the powers of darkness, being the filthy and dark element
.in which those powers most delight to dwell, thetefore
this defiled and unhappy moertal, aithough not at all aware
~-of his awful and tremendous situation, wills, thinks, and
.aots in confederacy with those powers, and.is fast bound
in the éroz chain of their diabolical and miserable tyranny.
But how now is it possible that such a polluted and infernal
" being can be saved ? How is it possible that the love of evil
. should be eradicated in his bosom, so that the love of good,
-‘which:is the love of Gop and of his neighbour, should bé in-
: planted,and bring forth it’s blessed fruits in his life and con-
versation! Adored be the divine mercy ! we have wot far
to dook for the existence of this possibility. For lo! even
from the first moments of the conception and birth of this
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.child of disorder ond defilement, the, F aHER of] l;nuf,mhk
.Jove hath been present with him, fulfilling His awa gracious
_words, Before I formed thep in the belly, I knem, thee;
_and before thou camest Jor ﬂ; qut of the wmb, [ sancti-
Sied thee, [Jer. 1. 5.] But what shall we say is the effegt
_of this divine knowledge and smwt ification ? Can it
any other than’ the commumcatno of. heavenly good for
the' purpose-of counteractmg ‘the prmclp*e of hereditqry
.evil?  And do ‘net 'we accordmgly observe, in the cage: pf
.every individual, a manifest proof of thls eﬁect wiulst
. we note the amazing stores of i lnnocenqe oppratu(e in ‘the
.#nfant, the deli«rﬂtful aﬁ'echon of knowledge supgragldad
in the child, (e unprovmg resilts of this aﬂ'ecuon d:scp-
‘Yering’ themselvéé in the youth, together with a proportl
_able éonﬁrhatlon i goodnéss ‘and truth, 86 far as :Q
_grown-up man suffers himself to 'Be gmded and, governed
by that affection ?' Moreover, doth not the ALMIGBTY, by
means of this affection, and in all the severa,l ages ‘both of
 childhood, youtk, dnd’ manhood, instruet His intelligent
‘creatures in the sublifiie'and edifying truths of His Most
HoLy Worbp, opening. their minds thus, if they are. dis-
posed to hivé’ themn’ opeiied, to the bright knowledge of
"Himself, and ¢f His eternal kmgd‘om and domg, as Jn
the day of credtion,” where it is ‘written, And Gob divided.
the light from the darkiiess ; and Gop called the ltgkt day,
‘and the duikness' He called wight 2 [Gen. i. 4, 5] both
He not also,"when H‘e sees His creatures inattentive to
such instructibn, exercisé a judicial, yet mercnfiﬂ auihorlty
.over them, by visiting théir offences with a rod, aml ﬂmr
sins with scourges, through sonre awakening calmmty, in
the several shapes; either of bodily sickness, the %oss of
friends, theloss of reputation,” worldly disappointments,
&e. &o. to excite reflection, aud thus convert them to'Hmil
self? It is therefore most evident, that man, from h"s
birth, is net left a single mément to the unrestrainéd pe power
of lmedmu-y evil but is’ atfended constaﬁtly with o

\\J N , l(u,
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‘opposite power from the Fatuer or mis Bring, so that he
gtands, as it were, between two kingdoms, the one of light,
and the other of darkness, the one of good, and the other
of ‘evil, gifted also with the faculty of free-will, by virtue
of which he is enabled to make his election and decide
freely for himself, whether he will be an angel or an infer-
nal; whether he will obey the truth or reject it; thus
whether he will mhent eternal blessedness in the kmédom
of Gop, or take up his everlasting abode i in the opposite
kmgdom of darkness and of misery.

Havmg' thus then taken a brief view of the operatmns ’
of the divine provndence of the Mosr Hicn, for the purpose
of maintaining an equilibrium of good and evil in the nnpds '
of the unregenerate, and of preserving them in freedom of

- determination, let us now turn our eyes to the contempla-
tion of the same provxdence, as we find it exerclsed ta-
wards those who have entered on the process of regeneraté
life, or ‘who have begun to consult and exalt the divine
love and’ wxsdom above all the concerns of time and of
'sense " i} : :

On thls occasion two dlstmct operatuons of tbe dwme
mercy call for our more particular attention. The first i is
that by which the ALuicaTy guards against the ¢oo sudden
removal of evils; and the second is that by which He leaves
some evils for a time unremoved, until the powers of good

and of truth have *attai'ned their full conjunction, order,
and arrangement The first of these operations was
ﬁgured by the divine injunction delivered to the children
of Israel il these words, respecting their ‘enemies, I swill
not drwe tkem out from before thee in one year, lest the
land become desolate, and the beast of the field nwmply
‘against thee. - By little and little I will drive them oxt
from before thee, until thou be increased, and inkerit the
lund, [Exod. xxiii. 29, 30.] The second, again,.was. fi-
gured by this declaration of the ALmIGHTY, concerning the
same people, I alse will not hencqforth drive out any from
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bgfore them of the natwns whiok Joshua left nhen hedied,
that throuyh ‘them 1 may proee Israel whether they 1 wz’&l
leep the nay of the Lorp, [Judges ii. 21, 22.] v
In rerrnrd to the ﬁrst of the ahove operatlons, viz. the
dlvme caution to prevent the too sudden removal of evils,
it may he expednent to observe that thls operatlon is
grounded ﬁrst in the nature of evnls, in that they are ln-
numerahle in every buman being ; and secondly, in the un-
regenerate nature of man, in that he is nothlug of lnmsel(
But a defiled mass of such evils : and therefore if these evils
were to be removed suddenly, before the goods and truths‘
of heaven are opened and formed in him, he must lmme-
dnately explre, being left wnthout any life elther oi good or
evnl It is therefore written in the parable concermng the
wheat and the tares of the JSield, Let both grow together fo
the harvest and in the time of harvest I will sdy to the
reapere, Gather ye together ﬁrst the tares, and lmul them
in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my
barn, [Matt xiii. 30.] For by | the hart'eet here spoken of
is manifestly meant the time and state when a full separa-
fion is about to be effected between good-and evil, between
fruth and error, “and ‘this separatlon ca.nnot be eﬁ‘ected
untll a sutﬁcleney of good is acquired to remove evnI, and
a suﬁiclency of truth to remove error. Moreover, the re-
moval of evils and of errors requu'es that they be ﬁrst ‘P.?‘”
tmcﬁy noted as to theu' several genera, and specxes, therr
particular characters ‘and quahtles, together with . thelr
clhse connectlon or confederacy one amongst another, and
W|th the powers of darkuess, and ‘this cannot be done sm-
mdzately, but only in’ the degree of man’s advancement
in the love of good, and his consequent advancement in
the’ lnght of heavenly truth, wnthout which it is absolutely
1mposs1hle that the filthiness and darkness of the opposxte
kmgdom can be detected and made manlfest It deserves
also to'be further consxdered that the removal of ewls im-
pliés t’hen- arrangement so that whereas, at the. begnnmpg

FRERVERY
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of man 'S regeneratlon externnl evils are exalted above i ln-\

ternal evnls, in consequence of being thought more heinoug
and abominable, a different order takes place in the  coyrse
of regeneratlon, ‘durmg which, mtelnal evils are seen to be
at once greater and more alarmlng than external and are
accondlngly put down in a lower place.* It onght llkemge'
to be consndered that all evils, in their arrangement are to
l?e regarded only in a state of removal from man, and noq
in a state of absolute e.zpulszon or anm}ulatwn, masmucl‘
as ev11 even with the regenerate, still remains, and is never
totally destroyed, but only subJugated ‘whilst the regene.
rate man is elevated to dominion over 1t so that the onlg
(ilﬁ'erence botween evil in the regenerate and uniegenerate
man is thls, that in the regenerate man the lion is, chamed
and kept in such subJectlon, that however he roars and is
rampant he cdnnot do the smallest act of violence or iny
Jury, whereas ‘with the unregenerate man he is wnthout a -
cham, and commlts depredation at pleasure, being undel'
no restramt or check whatsoever from the keeper of his
den. Thus the ALmisnTy, in His udomble mercy, provndes.
that the hon, in his ckained state, shall still operate upon
IP&D, not mdeed as heretofore, to hls burt, but rather to
his beneﬁt by exciting to a more attentlve w'itchfulness H
toa greater distrust of himself; to a deeper and more con-
tinual dependance on divine ald together with a morev
profound humlhatlon under a sense of the dangers by
which heis surrounded, yet at the same time witha blessed
tranqullhty from a firm and full conviction that under the,
featkers of his Almighty guardian he shall be covered and
safe. Thus too is the prlnclp]e of free-will preserved invio-
lable'i in eyery stage of man’s regeneration, and not only so,
but is seen every day in brighter lustre, and enjoyed w1th
mcreasmg benefit, since it is now dxscovered to have lt’;
ongm in the (divine mercy, and to be mstrumental in con-

Exy 'S'ee'se;:tlon V. off thie Subission and Arrangement of ‘(’)pposi.tea.
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t}uctmg map, every instant, more and more to con,)uhchm
of life wnth that origin, by leading him more and more to
teJect every evil suggestion, and to love, cherish and obey
every good ane.

" Such then are tbe advantages derived tv man- from thb
Jfirst of the aboye providential operations. relative :to- the
gradual removal of evils. Let us npw proceed to-the con-
sideration of the blessings resulting from the second, viz.
from that which permits some evils to be unremoved, until
the powers of good and of truth bave attained thiur fuall
conjunction, order.and arrangememt. . . .r .o
" It.is the commen imagination of .man, on lns first en:.
trance into a regenerate state, that every evil,' whether
hereditary or actual, ahould instantly be remm;ed,:and' that
in consequence of his setting his face towards bis Heavavry
Farner and the kingdom: of his purity, and: at the same
time renouncing from his heart and life both the prineiples
and the practices of iniquity, he should be.kept:in -the
undistyrbed enjoyment.of divine rest, free from all: moles-.
tation te which he had before been exposed from: his. anryly
passions .and that infernal kingdom iwith which. they. are
closely connected. Thisimagination howexer is as ground-
less and delusive, as it is flattering and 'common, being id
direct contrariety to the counsels. of the Erernaw, thus
equally, opposed. to the econemy of: the divine providence,
and the. best interests.of that human: being, over whem
that providence is momentatily and: in every. minutest cir-
cumstance of .his: life exercised. For what, let us.inquire,
would be the probable consequence of ‘all evil ‘being. en+
tirely removed at the commencement of man’s regemera-
tion, before this great work was fully accomplished, by the
implantation and complete -conjunction of the heavenly
powers of good and of truth in his purified bosom ?  What
would be the sure consequence, if none of the hestile
nations were left to prove Israel, whether they will keep
the way of the Lord, or not ? Would it not come to pass,
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. insuch: case, that man-would 'bé left without trial, without
temptation,.without a cross; without 'diﬁculty‘,' aid without
combat ! /Ferwhat can' be meant by proving Israel, but
hls pmnful exercise in these spiritual labours? * Add’ if
these. spiritual labours were to cease; or be entirely sus-

~pended, - how could: he, jn such case, make' progress and
advaneement in the regeneritidn ? - For what' shall: we'say
is vegeneratiod; but :the formation of & héw 'man’; tlie im-
plantation .of new:/lif® ; . the conjuitetion ‘of ‘thé blessed
jrinciples of heavenly goodnesls and truth in the regenerdte

- mind ; together with the: descent of those principles into

the extepnal - or. natural man, and their operation - there ;

and :llfthls attended with the iumble awd: gratefal acknmow-
ldgmnnt. on.the part of man, that this formation, implan-
tation, :cdnjunction, descént;: and operation, are entirely
the work of Gom, and:only se far of man; as'he willingly
gongpdte: with the divine purpese in effecting it ? - Bat how
incomplete would this work of the ALmieHTY be; or rather,
how.imypossible would - be it’s full accomplishment, if it be
supposed that man is left without' trials and temptations,
witheut labours :and - eolsbats te prove him, as he must 'of
necessity be, if all evils be suddenly removed, and none be
left to bring him into spiritual exercise and difficulty! For
in such .case, would not his very virtues and graces ; the
illumination of his understanding and the purification of
his will ; the splendour and number of his good deeds, and
even: the costly sacrifices which he is in the habit of making,

" whilst-he -takes up his daily cross to follow his suffering

Savioor, tend all of them to.nourish in him a more subtle

and dangerous ‘self-love, by leading him to suppose that

these excellencies were kis onn, independent of their divine
source and beneficent donor? Besides, it is a fact con-
firmved by every day’s experience, that large measures both
of .goodness and. truth are imparted. to man from above,
tong before their divine origin is bumbly and gratefully
acknowledged, and especially before it is seen that they
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dré the bountiful’ resuits of an unmerited mercy, and that
ﬁotwathstandqng theéir receptlon and their purity, man, Qf
kimself, is and ever must be the same defiled, 1gnorani
dnd udiserablé being that he was, previous to the commu-
mcatlon of such superemment gifts and graces. But how
now is man to be taught the edifying lesson, that he maj
pérish i in his very virtues, as well as in his sins, unless he
is wise' to renouricé the pride of virtue, by ascnbmg aﬂ
dxcellence wholly and entirely to that Divine: Bzma of
whom it is wntten, There is none yood but one ? - How 15
lie fo' become truly Just, by rendering back to the DIVINB
Giver a1l that he has received, and by returmng it nof
véid; [Tsaiah' Iv. 11.], but with usury ? [Matt. xxv. 27
Luke" xix. 23.] Alas! ns there not too much reason to
conelude, that if no enemy was left to prove blm, he would
dofivert even the favours and mercies of his Heaveniy Fa-
raeR info sourdes of condemnatlon, by selzmg upon them
. 48 Kis'omon ; By thus robbing Gop of His property, and’ pro-
faning it; and finally by exposmg hlmsclf to the terrible
severity of the sentence denounced’ agaiust the king of
Egypt in these awful words, Therefore thus saith the
Lorp’ Gon, Bekold, T nill bring a sword upon thee, and
éut off man and beast out of thee ; and the land of Egyp‘t
sllall be désolate and waste ; and they shall know that I
am he Lonn, because ke hath said, 'T'nE RIVER 1S mNB.,
AND I HAVE mapt 1T? [Ezek. xxix. 9]

It appears évident then, from wllat has been satd in
this section, that the providence of the AimieaTy has beéit
operative ih all ages, and is stlll operatlve, both’ in His
church generally, and with every member of His church
individually, to maintain the exact balance between good
and evil, thdat so His creatare man may be endowed, du-
ring every penoa of his life here below, with the blesse&
ficulty of freé-will, and thius ‘with the wonderful ¢ ca acnfy
of turning himself from all the powers of 'sin and ‘destiuc.
#ion, 16 seek and find ah etérnal asyldin of righteotsness .



. DIVINE PROVIDENCE. . 93

apd salva,tlon in the presence, the mercy and trugh of his
adorable Saviovr. Well then might the psalmist exclaim,
]f I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there if I make my
bed in hell, behold, Thou art there. [PS_alm cxxxix, 8.}
For it js not only in the bright mansions of bliss, and
groun(,l the throne of His own glorious perfections, that
we dlspern the. presence, the power, and the operatlon of
the INFINITB and the E'rnnNAL He boweth the heavens
also amﬂ cometlz dons, and darkness is wcder His feet,
[Psalm xviii. 9.], so tha,t He is the LasT, as well as the
FIRST, € xtpndlng Hls blessed dommlon from the centre to
;he cu'cumference from the highest principles of His own
t@pcendent light and Joye to thelowest principles of corrupt
nafure, and even to the very remotest depths and dregs of
jnferna,l deﬁ]ement and- misery: To discover then the path
of HIS majesty, we must trace kis divine footsteps in the
iowest regions of sin and disordet, as well as in the highest
of purity and order ; .we must nete the keys of hell and of
death, which He bears in His’ hand, [Rev. i. 18.] as well
as the keys of heaven ; we must observe the control which
He contitually and minutely exercises over the -powers of
darkness; to:preveit their preponderance both generally
end individually, that so His church bere on earth, and all
’ it’s membet‘s may be kept in an exact equilibrium, and thnl
in the most perfect exereise of free determination of will or
love. We must learn, in shert, the edifying lesson, that
our. HEaveNLy FaTaER, every day and every moment of.the
thy, extends over s the.golden sceptreof His double sway,
by guarding us, in the fins? place, with the.thousands and
ten thousands of His angelic mipistry; and in ﬂm aemd
place, by permitting our faith and leve to- be every imstant
tried, and through trial purified, whilst the countless host
of the enemies of our salvationkide a snare for. us, ang
tm'dt and spread a net by the way nde; and set.gmq for
" {Psalm éxl 5] )

- But who is: that enhghtened Chnspan, whose mentaL
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eye shall be: qualibed te/look beyond the vall ofl madare;rsé
as.ip penetrate into the abeve mysteries'of ithe divine pros: -
vidence aad: loving-hkindgdss? - Alms} what is finite' chnnot
by anypessiblity compsehend: what. is -infinite, and:theres
fore we must-all of - us be content to see here as through-a- -
glass darkly, and to confess in humility, Suck knowlethye és
teo wonderful and ezcellont for me ;. ¥ cannot atiain untd
#. Nevertheless, if we are'not able to'see all}- we may;'if
it be not our own fault, see enough to exeite our adorhtioy;
to.cenfirm our. faith,, and to: qaicken our .pace’tdwards
mount Zion apd.the heavenly Jerwsalem. .Only let us-turn
our. backs :pn. gur.patural darkoess, on the dimeess and
waeertainty of our.cemjectures, om-the false and delusiné:
lights . of. aur .sciences -and reasomings, looking for; sand
ardepgly pauting: after that higher. and. brighter light' of
revaaled wisdom, concerning whieh, it is wwitten,In Thy:
light we.shajl sec tighi. How will our night then.be turned.
fnto day!  How.will invisible things_ beceme wisible, idis-
tant things near, umcertainties.be seen.as realities; and the:
limits of .our. former . vigian. extended: far beyond what we
could have conceived,qither probable or.pessible! ; For asa-
benighted traveller, . when, the sum ariges, is -at emee sar:.
prised.and delighted at beholding distinatiy all the besutios
and varigtjes,of outyard creation presented to.his vietw, awd
as he advances.in his journey, discovers one horizen suni: .
ceeded perpetuallyby another, and thus preving to demon--
stration that the boundarigsof natural vision ave constaatly
changing and new, according to his progress; in like
manaer. the Christian traveller, .when.the sun of the divime
love snd wisdom, in the person of: the Grrar Reveewis,
hegins to dawn on the organs of his intellectual sight, “aid
thus to dissipate the darkness with which he was before
- encompassed and perplexed, is lost bothjn.astonisbment
aad joy at noting distinetly:a new creation-of wonders awmd
of delights, perpetually chinging according. tohis a&v’aﬁce-
* ment in celestial light 45id life. His lidrizon thus of to-g[gy
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is not. ke herizon -of to-morrow, because as he proveeds
in-his journey, the limits of ‘his -present vision are removed;
and give place to more extended prospects, whilst his ge-
neral ideas of :the divine providence and ‘operatioir becomé
every day more .pavticular, and his particular ideas moid
singwlar.* - 'Fhus at-length he discovers, to his inexpres-
sible satisfaction, -that to preserve the human will in its
ariginal freedom, and for this purpose to mmimtain an ‘exact
equilibrium: of good and evil in every human being; b
odntrol thus every event the most minute, whether affecting
manls. joys otiserrows,-his: temporal prosperities or adver.
dities; his. health or sickness, &c. &c. ; ‘to'shut the dobrs of
theiinfernadikingdom; ‘se that no- evit may infest xhaﬁ'-"m
“what may be:turaed to his advantage, and at the samé time
tw keep opew the' doors -of the hedvenly kingdom, that so
mand may approeach and-eat dally sf the tree of lifé’; ‘these
dre the etermal ‘designs and counsels of the 'il'i‘v’fné""niilidi
and to'aceomplish thiese adorable etids is the ground of that
law viidiviae! aperation; which; régarding’ mifin %4 to 13
-dmwo ifald eonwreetivet with the kitigdoin of Hght'on the ond

’ 'drthie vthier, accommo-
sayinly concerning the former

W angels charle ‘over thee: td

Pty xei. 19.]; did ebtiderning

thiee from the $hire'of the fou.

pestiBerite ¢ He yhuld cober Yhés

bt H w'm‘zj& thbu' brust';

wossanar deay hoe e e

¢ 21 e dMfinkstionhere sl Uetweddt Wikbral; pdilatd, add iingwti 1dosh
-of the [DVINR PRAVINNOR tnay e illugtrated by the idensifavmred by defe!
TR Peraaus, of  the apatomy of, She hyman hody. . Forof shis:avatamy very

" ‘man concéives a general ‘id‘qa,"vyhilst he_ oi)ge'rve?_ the external human form
- WAtH 18 séveral Itibs and membérs ; but it is the anatomist 6i‘1|ytv:ho acquires
& pertichiis ddés] whils¥ hie: contethpldtes’ 11 ifaridd stvdcturd, toetne with
the.sevorsl argons :and viscera whichicemposedejudd i b extendyihid’ Rei
search still further to,_the coystituent , payts pf M,W;md'nmw L
i s may ke, solled s singular, Wes, o1 the paticulss of 4, pac;

e



98 THE ' BEKEFIT QF OPPOSITES

His truth shall be thy shicld and buckler. Théu shalt nod
be afraid for the terror by night, nor for the errow shat
Sieth by day ; nor for the pestibence that walketk tn dark-
ness, nor for the destruction that wasteth at aaon.dcy

[Psalm xci. 8 to 7.]. :

SECTION X.

That the full Blessedness resulting from Oppostdes canwet
be revealed to Man during hie Abode in the World, but
remajins to be revealed hen bt puts off kis mortal Co-
vering, and enters into the great Readities qf ﬁmu'e
Ewtenne ’

It halh pleased the GreAT Crpavar, in His. adorable
mercy, to place His creature man in the splendid habita-
tion of this lower or external world, afier providing ia it
all things necessary for his sustemasice and conifert im:@n
astonishing variety. It bath-further pleased the sanie Ax-
micETY BEINe to mmke known to man, by the réveldtion of
His noLy Worb, the existeneé of another worlt, in which it
is intended man should live for ever, and at the shue tisme
to inform him that that other world is iw slose cesheation
with this, insomuch that all effects produced in this lower
or external world are ‘from -causes whivch oxist is that
higher or intetior world ; mtd met only so, bat -that the
oul or spitit of man, being in it’s nature spiritual and
immaterial, is an inhabitant of that higher or interior world,
even during it’s connection with it’s material bedy here
below. The two worlds therefore, though- oalled twv, are
‘evidently one, in like manuer as soul and body are one,
‘¢bnstituting together the Lorp’s kingdom in heaven and

-
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in darth; and not separated from each other by any distanee
of space, but oaly by. this eondition. of their existence, that
all things in.the higher.or inner world are spiritual, and
from a spiritual origin, whilst all things in the lower or
sxternal world are natyral, and from a natural origin.

One striking difference, then, between our existence in
the preseat life and in the future, is evidently this, that ia
the present life we are encumbered; with amaterial body, and
censequently subject to the pressure of all it’s wants, it's
infirmities, it's grossness, and it’s pains; whereas in the
fature life we are emancipated from this body, and thys are
not oaly frééd from the shackles and necessities of matter,
but. being _ invested with a spiritual body, the activities,
sensations, and powers of which are infinitely better ac-
commodated to our immortal spirits, we are in a capacity
of enjoying all the bliss, and executing all the purposes of
ouwr minds far more exquisitely and more rapidly than
when that bliss wes blunted, and those purposes cramped
by » teaement of clay. Lt was accordingly a maxim of
apeieit wisdom thet the corvwplible body presseth down
the soui, amd the earthly tahernacle weigheth down the
mind bhat museth upow many.things, [Wisdom of Solo-
mon ix. 15.] ; from: whick. we are isstructed that matter
and weénd are of a quality and character perfectly distinct
from each other, insomuch thet the inertness of the former
operates rather as a elog and impediment to the superior
energies of the latter, and thus'at once obstructs it’s powr
ersy and renders it’s joys less sensible and affecting.

Another remarkable difference also between the present
life and the future is this, that the world which we at pre,
sent inhabit is a mived world, in which, it is plain, there is
a perpetaal contention of opposing. principles ; sp that, let
the mind of man be ever so well dispesed to tranquillity
and peace, it canaot help feeling disturbance .more or less
from the umsettled state of the elements with which it is
esurrounded, whilst Zeat and cold, light and darkness, calbip
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and storm, salubrity, avd distemper, &c. &c.-are i sueh g
constant succession to gach.other. .. It is net meant.te in-
finuate by this.observation, that the purposes of the. DyviNe.
ProvIDENCE in regard to man weuld,.or.could havebegn
sore effectually promoted, had the.present world bpen.less
?gzwed than it is ; since there is every reason to. believe dhat
in the present, mized state,of the buman mind, 8, poncasy
gpqumg mizture,in;the elements of matter -may, he sather
epu'dncive than otherwise to.it’s.purification andreformmr-
tion: it is only intended therefore to say, that; whilst .the
ng gquq,ds of discord thus assail our. extma}gmg,m
keep: ps in perpetupl alarm, itis scarcely, possible for. the
ind to enjoy fully the harmony of .it’s own pusposes and
fhoughts, be they ever.so well regulated, ar.evem. in sugh
‘?erfept .coneord, with the divine will -andd censel,+t ke the
Tuture life, however, we are. taught, to,belicva on the high
,ggthprlty,pf divine Revelation, that.if the.state of the.mind
be at pegce and im congord, so will algo the wonld. areumd
At be; since it is an immutable lasn.af. the oterned woald,
Ahat external things shall .harmonize perfaotly. with.thipgs
zntemqtl Jin other .words,. that suchiias the intenhel state
.,of the ming.is, sych will; be the.external:appearancesshy
. ;v,hwh it is encompagped. Heaven. acegrdingly in desnibed
.2s gn exact pattera of this. harmeny, baeauseiit’s: blewmed
- inhabitants are.pot oply, the subjents. of all thas.ie:geod eed
_wise gnd orderly.in: their affectionsiand thonghts, hutcbe-
.hold_goodness, wisdom and order.in.avery thing arsund
_them, epch inhabitant secing himself, with all hisi purposes
. and persuasions, all his tempers and dispositinsipomrtraly-
.ed, as in a picture, in every external object, howsoerer
.minnte, . which is;presented to hiy view.. In.the other life
therefore,: every mind .mpakes - it's.owa werld,.and,; this. ik
agreement with the unchangeable law. of :the «i¥ine prowi-
‘dence, whereas in;this life evgry mind is.compelled to live
iin‘a world made, not from itself, and. ite own nuling pnia-
.ciples, but from jarring materials, which, howspever they
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mhyadeinister-to it*s: futute’ purification, are by hb meahn
eumduéive th 1t's prédent happinéss. v
171 Pheré'id’ yet s ‘thind considieritioh, and this' of nd smhﬂ
‘Inoment;> whish marks' dn “essential 'diﬁ'erende bétween the
‘Present!life atid ‘the fature on the ‘score ot/ Happiiiess, and
‘gt in e skt of “dotiety, or bF socthl intedoourse.  ¥For
tHwothis stafe contributes mach bither to the’ indhease or
lbirinirtott- of ‘oulr-foyy, ‘i a trith Whieh® Every one i
aMow} Who'has lived' 18tig Envugh I’ the présent Wortd ‘to
e, {MA¢ hé chnnot comindnd His ‘asdocidtes) tnd that fic T

'*ﬁ‘equéh*t]& ‘therefore compelléd’ to hold 'tnteftdurse’ mtll '

sttiose; Whose sphierds of Jife cldsh' with his ‘owi, and thiis
idietuely Hie' peace: -Besides, the' very’éixéumstmce of living
ko wordd,> whers; ' t0'sey the‘ldast i3f ‘it; the Yight of trith
Slb 80 fréquently durkiied: by ‘érror, ‘and the life of purity
idefiled’ by travisgressivi, is of ‘ftself a sad’ Eounterpoisé to
{ sheblisk of u'sineere Christian, wio' takes his thief deélighit
Lisw: obeérving ‘the' previlemce of ‘evangelical’ life and prin-
-eiples amiongst his fellow-men. - But-How delightfully Will
~tisis i state of -thiilgs Be '‘changed in ‘that'world, in which
wé-aretadght ¢o believe that: every one is gathered to his
1peoplo !1fade Glen! kv, 8,17 ; chap: Aix. 29, 38.];" it ‘other
Irwbeds; where' alb :ate assosintkd to tAeir Tikeé, ‘or to those
'twhot are 1of :similat dispositidns;:qunlities, ‘dnd charatters
‘withimemselves: . Forthe grand clistacteristic of the vther
-wotldy avcording %o >the 'testiinony’of 'revelatiom; appedts
;o b that o€ separation and diverfmination; consisting bt
-waly:in; the sepavation’ of -the sheep from the goats, as it'is
described; Matt. xxv. 32, butin the discrimindtion also of
rthe'shesp of one fold from the sheép of another fold; sitice
~#here 'is’ every reason to believe that these sheep vary’in
their: properties ‘and features 'like the several members,
‘wrgans, and viscera in the human body, and aré ‘hrerealfter
“atranged . accordingly. The erear REebEEmERr therefore
swpeaks of the many mansions in His Fatuer’s “hodse,
+ f@olar xiv: 2.], to fmstruct us-that-in the heavenly kidg-
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dom there is en indefinite variety of govd, and thet every
inhabitant enjoys association awd habitation with those,
who are principled in good affectionis and thoughte hetimo-
pizing with his own. But -what human tongue or pen.is
ble to deseribe the full and complete bliss, which muss of
necessity result to the sinpere Clwistiaif frem n separation
and discrimimation, which is thes te place him for ewer in .
the society of those he most loves, and of those also, frein
~ whose examples, precepts, and-interconrse, he mny hope
to be continvally moking new. advemees in msdom, pﬂu&yg
and happiness ?

. A fourth instance of the above dd‘ereme between- tlle
two worlds, the present and the future, must not be forgels
ten, becanse perhaps it is more marked amd comspicuows
than any of the foregoing, and is of itself a snflicient prosf
of the truth of the proposition, ‘‘ that the fall: blessedhiinds
¢ r¢sulting from oppasités cannot be revenied to man-during
¢ hig abede in the present woeld; buit remains to e rewetled;
* when he puts off his mortal covering, and. Mn«-iqh
% the great realities of future existemce.”

The instance here aHuded to s ¢his;: tlntﬁlepnno-t
Jife manifestly is, and was intended to-be;. a séete of: tréad,
which staie is to determing whether. we ane to kiwe-hertnfter
a8 blessed angels in the kingdom of our Hiavexoy Farmew,
or as siserable infernals, for ever banished #rom.tive realins
of light and peace; But every state «of trial-implies icon-
Jict of contending principles, and - all such confliet -ntust
of necessity be attended, in a grenter or less degree, with
sorrow, pain, and suffering. Is it asked why the presemt
life is a state of trial, and in what the trial is grounded ?
It may be sufficient to reply, that the present-life is a state
of trial, because it is the time appointed of the divimne pro-
vidence of the Mosr Hier for fixing the -detekminatien of
our free-will, thus for deciding on the direction of our
ruling love, that so it may be ascertained what are the
chief ebjeets of ourregard, Gop or onrselves ; the good-
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nesa, wisdom, and glory of Gop, or what we call our ven
geodhess, wisdem, and glery ; eternal things, or temporal ;
the great realitios of the kingdom of Goo, or the perish-
able vanities amd uncertainties of the world of nature:
For until the free-will is thus determined, and the peint
of the compass is thus discovered, towards which the ruling
lave. tarns itself, we are totally void of all quality and cha.
raeter, so far as regards an eternal state, and may theres
fore:be compared with that sall, which kath lost it’s savour,
conesming which Jesus Curist says, It is nejther fit for
the land, nor yet for the dunghill, but men cast it out,
{Luke xiv. 85.] 1It.is impossible however for the free-will
to be thus determined either in faveur of Gop and the
things of His kingdom, or in favour of their opposites,
without some degree of pain and suffering, since in deters
mining itself in favoyr of Gap and the things of His
kingdom, the passions and appetites of the natural man
make. resistance; and in determining itself in favour of
their.opposites, it has to eomtend with the united powers
of the divine love and wisdem, ‘which are ever striving te
effect a conirary determination. Thus every man, during
bia abade here below, is.under the absolute necessity of
living in a state of -combat, either against Aedven, or
ageinst Aoll, becaise the former is at all times striving te
impart to him it’s own blessed life and light of purity and
teyth, whilst the latter is at work to plunge him into all
it’s. awn miserable abominations and delusions.

Adored however be the Fazugn or Mercies, who hath
erdained that trial and combat are comparatively of short
duratien, and are then to be sucbeeded by endless rest and
peate | For such is the decisive testimony of His Most
Houvy Woen, whieh accordingly announces to the sincere
“Chiriatian, that they who sow ik teare shall reap.in joy ; and
ihat he that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
soed, aholl doublless come again with rejoiving; bringing
_hia shenves with him.. [Psolm oxxvi: 5,6.] Whatsvever
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then may be the dangers, the difficulties, the perplexities
and the sorrows, with which we are beset, annoyed and
alarmed in the present world, they are only preparatory

~ - and introductory to ‘a new state of things in the eternal

world, where there shall be no more death, neither sorrosw,
wor crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; for the
Jormer things are passed away. [Rev. xxi. 4.] - Danger.
is thus to give place to security ; difficulty to facility ; per-
Pplexity to clearness of apprehension ;. soerow and suffering
to joy and gratification; whilst every principle opposed to
our salvation is comstrained to bow down to and confess a
divine power superior to itself, and ever converting it.inte
an instrument of our bliss. - . s
_It is evident then that no fair decision can be made on
the subject of apposites, unless we take into the account a
state of future existence, regarding that state asthe cea-
cluding scene of our present lives, when every event and
‘contingency, every determination of our affections and
thoughts, will be brought to it’s final issue, either in the
eternal kingdom of bliss or of misery. With a view there-
fore to our being enabled to form a just judgment of our
‘present state of probation, we ought.to be often undrawing
the curtain, which hides from our eyes the grand realities
of the invisible world, that so we may discover the fermi-
nagtion of what we now discern only the comamencement.
Is it. asked, how shall we wndraw this curtain? [t is re-
plied, by thinking above matter, which is the only vail that
hides from our intellectual sight the things of futurity, and
by bounding us within the regions of time, prevents our
looking into the purer and higher regions of eternity. Is
it asked again, How shall we think above matter?. It is
again replied, by elevating our thoughts and affections to-
-wards Goo, His Worp and Kinenon, and by accusteming
;ourselveé to think in such a state. of elevation, .until we
. make the happy discovery, that Gopo, His Worp, and
K1Napox, are not only move interesting-objects than any
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the Most Hxaq, extendipg to us,it’s divine arm for gni- .
dance, for protection, and for purification ! that gvery evil,
there,forg, with which we have been assaulted, hath had a
powerful and presegt contrller ! that not g kair, of opr
headshath been upattendedto ! and thay gyr deepest distres, .
ses have been made subservient tg our highest copgelations |
With what affection, too, and interest ought we to contem-
plate, not oply, the period and the day which are to reveal
t9.ya such bigh mysteries, but alse fhe paspqge which jstg.
igtrodue to them, apd which we commaoly, designate hy
the; name of. death ; a nawe,.glas |, tog. generally, fraughs,
only with the tidings, of terror qnd dismay?. Yat Why.
- should this name excite. in the. minds of Christians, any,
peinful emetion *. Far what is death, groperly copsidergd,
byt the separation of matep fram spirit, or xather the emang
cipption of spirjt, from . matfer,. thus it's libgration from:
shackle, from ipertness, and from infixmify {, Andis there,
any thing, terrible in the idea of aych liberatign. ,or shall,
we feel dismay at the thought of the remoyal of those jn.
cumbrances which sufiopate qur traje jyg!., Syrely, we'
ought rather tq rejoice and be thankful for thas change by-
which this corruptible must. pgt on, incorraption, and this
wmortal must pui on smmortality, Syrely we gught rather.
tg endeavour to, despoil death of it's sommgp fitla, by, which
the wickerdness and folly of mankind haye marked .if, 25
the king, of, fprrovs, and.to desigpate it, by if's proper
Christian nawes, #p tha trye Christian's friend, hecpuge
the termination of bis fears, the accomplishment of his
Ropes, the gate of .introduction to, hig purest joys, thys.
the glosing peried gof all his trials, pains, and syfferings,
and at the same time ﬂw commencement of that state
af durable bliss when there shall be no more curse, but
the __tiym of Gop and of the Lans dall'be in it, and
His . servants shall serve Him, [Rev. xxii. &] For
death, it is evident, howsoever it may affect matter, has no
pqwer'a't all over mind, and of course the mind, or that
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spiritual substance which we call sox/, and which is all
that properly constitutes what we term ourselves, remains
untouched by death, suffering no diminution, but rather
_experféncing increased energy in all it’s purposes, affec-
tions, thoughts, and operations, by being set atliberty’ from
it’s temporal connection with it’s material associate. ~ .
> From the above comsiderations, then, let us learn to
arm ourselves with inoreased patience under the operation
of every opposite, whieh, in our present state of probation,
4dds {d our difficultles, by stréwing ‘our. path with thorns
and Driers ; recolldcting' the: happy day, when instead of
#hie thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead. of the
Brier shiall come up the myrtle-tree; and it shall be to the
Lorp for a name, for an everlasting sign that there shall
be mo cutting off. [Isaiah Iv. 13.] And let us-recollect
farther, that the sole ground of the permission of the ex-
istence either of the #Aorm or brier of our natural evils and
érrors is this, ‘that being ‘seen, rejected, and rooted ‘ap, by
4 vigorous repentancé and evangelical faith, they may
finally make mere manifest that.divine unutterable merey
of the Most Hren, which is ever disposed to plant in their
place the. fir-tree, and the myrtle-twee,- of every saving
good and truth, and thus to make to itself ¢ mame, by
‘giving to the humble and the penitent .an unequivocal sign
‘6f #’s bverlasting endurance in-that eternal kingdom, wheze
¥irewiill be no cutting off, hut where the blessed promise
‘Wil ‘be for ever accomplished, My mercy will 1 keep .for
"Kim for evermore, and my eovenant shall stand fast with
‘Avm.: His seed also will I make ¥o endure for ever, and
‘hés throne as the days-of keaven. [Psalm lxxxix. 28, 29.]-

)
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SECTION XI

On the Bffects intcmtcd to ba produted in Mam' by ile
above Doctrine of Opposites, togethor with the éimport..
- ant Duties incumbant on Mn, as rmlfmy jrau those
Effects. o .

EVERY doctrine derived front the Wb up. Glow.fs
manifestly dedigned to produse spnie himefigent offect op
the human miad, and in consequenpe to ¢all and bind man
to the practice of seme religiovs duty. Thus the dogtrines
coricerning the manifestation of Gopin the flesh, edneern+
ing the redemption wrqught by Him, concerming repents
ance, reformation, regeneration, e futare state; &p. ke,
have sach of them a tendency to opeérate, inove pt less,- na
the will, the understanding, and tlie aotions of man, by
leading him to see either how great things his: Hpavpniy
Faruer hath done for him, or to discern how he sught 4»
wonduct himgelf, in order that thie divine metéy and loying-
kindwesy may not be extended ta him in'vdn.v,f!Fw,thg
Worn or Gos, it is evident, in it’s inmost bospih sortaing
the whole of the divire wjll and wisdam in. the olenest
‘union, and donsequently, in: proportion 35 mankind admit
it by faith and love into their affections and -thoughts, sad
‘thenee suffer it to govern and diveet their lives, it chagges
them from natural te spiritual ; begets in them s now will
and 4 new understanding ; restéres. in them tha divime
imaga and likeness ; purges and. purifies them from N -the
defilements of sin, and thus accomplishes what is written
in the prophet concerning it, For as the rain cometh down,
and the snow, from heaven, and returneth not thitker,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the
eater ; 8o shall My Word be that goetk forth out of My
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wmoyth; it shall net return unto Me void, but it shall
accamplish that which I please, ard it shall prosper in the
Hhing whergto I sent it, [Isaiah Iv. 10, 11.] -

. And as this is the law of operahon respectmg the
Smm‘ Sgrg}tureq or Wogp or Gop in geneml so is it the
jaw of opgration in reggrd. te every doctrine derlved from
those Scriptures in partu‘ulm', cqnsequently it is a law of
pperation extendmv to the doctrine of opposites which i 1s
})\g snbject of the present pages, inasmuch as this doctrine
ingraunded in divine yevelation, and supported continually
by it's gplightening and edifying. testnmony For whep
the Worp oF Gan teaghes that there is a heaven and a
hell,; and _that men ig asuluggt of ;nﬂuem;e from eat;h of
4hese. kingdoms, whilst by influence from heaven he is
spntinually drawn upwards, to believe in, to love, and | to
shey the Qpe Etemygr, Gop, his merclful Cp.m'ron and
[Ranzgyzen, apd by influence fro;n hell is as constantly
grewa dowpwards, to bdxgve in, to love, a,nd to obey r no

‘buthimself and his passiops ; and when it is expressiy
wd, that ug man can,serve fwg masters, for either he will
Aete the ope, and lave, the other, or else he will Ig,qld to the
e, and despisg the other, [Matt vi. 24.], what surer
##Aek. can be given that the doctrine of opposites is P
Mcpipture doctrine ?
~ay Juet.,us proceed then to copsnder some of the more
WM effects, Whlch the doctyine of oPposnes is cal-
culated to produce on the human mind, together with the
ere. interesting. duties ipcumbent on ‘man, as resnltmg
£ram those affects. )

- And Fthe dootnno of op,oates haa 3 powwful
tendency to open man’s eyes to the knowledge of the awful
sitpation in which he is placed here below, by convincing
him that he stands in the midst between twa mvnsnbie kmé-
'dowss, the kingdom of light,and tke kingdom of darkness,
‘and by demonstrating further that the inkabitaats of. each
lungqgm haye perpetqal access to him; ‘éouseq(hemly, that
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in all places and at all times, whether he be in 6bmj)ﬂffﬁ'
alone; whether engaged in the husiness of life or im e~
tirement ; whetlier humbling limself before Gop ‘ih’ the
sacred duties of the temple and the closét, or rebelling
against Gop by a neglect of those ‘duties ; he is for evér
encompassed by a multitude both of heaVenly divd infernal
associates, who enter into all his thoughts, labour ‘to atfaif
possession of his will and affections, and use every effort
to conjoin him with themselves, by inclining him eftherto
good or evil, and by thus' either'opening his eyes ‘tu’'the
bright tight of the eTERNAL TRUTR, Or Hlosing them for evef
against it’s splendour and it’s blessedness. Feoot
- No human being, therefore, as to his soul or spirit,’1s
shsolutely isolated, or separated: from other spirits, becitish
such is the divine economy, discoverable thtoughout *the
universe of creation, that all creatéd subjects stand'in con>
nection, more or less close, with the first ahd only foutitain
of life, called Gop, Jerovas, or Lorb,* and il that cBiinee:
tion were broken, the created subijects must’ inh'talmypé
rish. And as they stand'thus in conrection withf ¢he 'oxi-
versaL Parent of life, fhey stand also in' connectivn wifh
‘each other ; the nature of which connection i¥ such, that
heaven, or, what is the same thing, the angelic’ hos& wio
compose it, are closely associated, like soul and Body,’hﬁn
‘the human race, whilst the human race aghin are i the
same nearness to, and assoclatlbn mth the kingdolh of
gt e,
* In the Scriptures of the Old Testament the Dreine Beine, we find,
desigmated by the two distinct mames, JxsovAR, and Gob, the téim’Jxsio-
".vAH having more immediate reference to, amd thus being intended to ex-
press, the divine principle of His love or goodncss, whilst the term. Gon bp
more immediate reference to, and is thetefore intended to express the divine
principle of his wisdom or trutk. But in the Scriptures of the New Testa-
mgthemmmkdnghpetpemﬂymw,*Jm, or Curwinér,
the term Lorp being expressive of the wnien of Davariyrn sinil Hunanrew in

the glorified persom of the GRAAT SAVIOUR,, whilst the terms Juuy and
" CHRisT are expressive of the two divine principles which constitute thpt
uniop, viz. dledxvmebumdmado»,orthednvinegoommdw&
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darkness, or the dxgordprly .spirits who compase that king-.
dom, . .
{Yns qyy evndence besldes that of Revelatwn roqmrnd
g 9“1@ Jruth qn(_l‘,reahty of the above connection, .it might
bg, sopght. far, and foupd  in the docpments,of every man’s
dajly experience, if he would attend tp what passes conti-
pually in hig, own mind.. For whence comes;it.that the
bypan mind is the -subject of so many varigus gpposite,
q\q cmtgm,ling,inﬂuencqs ?.. . How shall we give any satis-
W accopnk of this. fwt of daily occurrence, that the
evil purpgses and thoyghbts, which man holds in.meost ah-
hoxrence, shall suddenly.intrude on his mind withoyt his
qpusent, apd put him to a momentary torture, whilst at the.
same, tyme the good purposes and thaughts, in which he
takes his chief delight, seem to fly away like so many birds.
of paasage,.and; leave him,in perplexity and misery at theix
departure,, but, destifute of power. to. recal them?, It is
algolytely impogsible to explain these phenomena on any
rgfional groupd, but on, that which rests on the authority
of . xeyepled tryth, and which teaches that.both, good and
«yil, spirits bave, coptinual access to man, and that thus
#4l, his,.purposes apd . thoughts are not self-derived, bus
wgm, aceording to theu' ,quality, either in the kingdom
of light. and purity, or in the opposite, k;ngdom of darkues,s,
defilement, and disorder. .

But. how awful is this conslderatmn, especlally when
at;@ended with the melancholy reflection that few people, -
comparatively, are fully aware of their sitpation! How
enght we then to be affected by that docirime. of opposites,
which has a tendency thus to open our eyes to a view of
the countless hosts of invisible friends and enemies whith
beset us! And how ought we, further to, attend to those |
sexious and intesasting duties, to the dlwharga of whieh
this view so loudly and imperatively calls us !
~ For if it be true that the ministers of life and the mf.
nisters of death are thus continually around us, the former
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méditating dut salvatioh, did the tulbis Plotife GAFWES
straction, (and what can be true, if this is not true?) the¥
who Eamirot see the grand duty impdsed on’' Rt Hy 4 Piri-
cipfle 8F ‘selfubecyity, to be dpoit Kiv gaard,’ 4id®at h
shme' titié  t ‘domiult how he miay give AN -Aeb WO
blessed pitrpuses of Hid heavenly fiheitds ‘and Hostiamebitd
oAy defeat ‘the Bestrubtivé attbmpty’ of Hi¥ioWodl fHay s
Foh i dngele fiont ‘Héven Were to-visit udiid ‘Bodify iwe
visible fornis; as' they ‘onee " Visite? B AR B 14
WHo dthongst (s 'would refase ‘theki'd meﬂmy’m
ol thnts' shiat We' daors aghirst: L THRAD R P i
O thie othiér iid; were We'indlirel tHat's 4l of dIRs
teds; With' i digger i Riv Hard) Wak: kg tind SPORP
Beds: at'night, - whe Emongst us wiorN IRk ¥ dad QSlite
10 WbePR 5 sleep Withi a wtivdre #0' Hode itk PO
S¥Rdent thew tWat the/dbctiiie oft dppbeites’ N/ als vt &
' Place us iy the best postare of deférbe ouidde atP AR
#éncy, ‘AIVERY the oM tiiiie: b Préipare ot ith dFsiome
reeeption of the richest blessingd of edr Heavinty I
By disposing s to pay a becominy attensldif’ tb T withidy
ters. Watclifulvess therefore ovér the corfapt Hosenk bf
seff-love ;  HiaBivdal' attention: e the sorirses of 'our datly
purposes dird thoughts ; dévout seppHoation ' Be pm
from’ tHE hetmErciis fooy of oy owh' Aduses ;'
plication to the light of divine truth, te ens¥e A8y A
the exact ifne of demirtativiBetweer'good’ dnd WHiF; these
ave some of the wehhity' oblizations ithposed-ofi us' b the
 dcirine of opposites. v e o Rl
" But Bconsrr—TPhe doctrine of opposites tehcledd it
enly that we are perpetually Besét wittPaii-iidefinite viiriety
of evils, andiof evil spirits, but also tifat the tature-of evil
i sich, Biatitcanmot by sy puisibllity be’ annibitited,
But-only browghe: énts. subordination awd skbjection, Witn
that it must ever remaitr with us, yet with i difference,
thet so lotig as we continue to cherish it, we are it’s*ser-
vents, boundii-iv’s-cheins, and: hnirried ofi- to- it’s den' of
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destryction, . whereas from the moment we renognce it,
we hecome, it's rulers; break, it’s .chains, and see it unden
our; feet hemeath us, producing no other effoct; ypon us,
then . to, ingrease .our. adoration of that Diviye Bre,
by whase power, we are po.miraculously preserved from it’s
defiloments, it's subtleties,, and it’s dangers. .. .
r+dMhat this jis;ithe .case with all evil, both generally aml
mglq,r,ly, must be obvious, from the representation givea
mthe Saored; Scriptures, of the state and arrangement, of
e¥ilain. the regenerate mind. . Thus we read in the prophat
Inpinh, (The wolf alsa shall dwell with, the. lumb, and the
leayard shall lie down with the.kid ; and the calf, and the
wung:lion, and the fatling tagether, and a little child, shall
, lﬂf‘m-ﬂnﬁm;tbq cow. .and the bear: shall feed ; their
yowng ones. shall lie down together ; .and the liok shall eat
‘sbramn.kike the ox..\ And the sucking child shall play on the
Holeofl the asp, and the weaned, child shall put. kis hand on
W gochatpics’ den.. They shall mot. hurt nor destroy.in all -
wh-Roly mountain, - [Isdiah xi. 6,7,8,9.].. For in these
Words a0 intimation at all:is .given of the annikilatian of
the principlesof evil, whether:signified by the wolf, the °
feopgnd, the bear, the lion, the asp, or the cockatrice, but
Quby.of .their subjection under the blessed, spirit of inmo-
oenee, ;which innocence and it's rule are figured by the
ULittle child that shall lead them, also by the suéking child
Plaging on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child pudting
s hand om the cockatrice’ den, in which case the principles
of evil, though still existing and operative, are undeydivine
wxontrol, and thus. are deprived -of thmrfpcwernf Iuwtny
aud of destroying. b te .

. Hence thenwmults another unpqrtnt duty» bmding on
.every. Chriation; which is this. .In eppesing his matural -
evils, and.the powers of darkness with whick they are con-
mneeted, he will uever attempt to anwikslate,: but only:to pwt
.#kem déron.in. their proper place of subordinatien, and sub-
miesion, and'te keep them:there, by exalting:the spisit. of

innocence from Jesus Carist, and thus Jesus CurisT
Q
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Himself above them. * He will,’ ihei'efore, ‘consider atten>
tively what*principles are in the cenére of his: own mind]
and what in ‘the cércumference, and he will discover tleardy,
that if the principles of heuveﬂy intGeence, : of 10ve ane
charity fromy Jrsvg €rrrsy are'in‘the centre, and alf oppé-
site principles be driven to the: ofrcumference, therdfity dvi¥
can injure him, sisice every taan is; and wilt be- judged’ by,
what is in the midst of Mm," and net by what ig in#heleec
tremities. His grand: contern thersfore will be: to ‘ekakt
Jesus.Carist to dontinion,: by maintdinig the emisire!of
His ‘bessed spirit in ‘the imost retesses of s own thirnid
being well -assured -that) if he centinwes fuithfal ey uvis
work, then what 'is) witAvn Wil pmﬁyamnmmsm
soithout in alt idls henvendy power. of patification wnd ‘sSpw:
ration, agfecablé o the divine maim, ‘Clomwse ek TR
which is within the onp and phitter,. that' the onbeh \of
them wmay be clean:alsv. {Matt. xxifi: 28.]> Phus'all: evild
‘will by degrees be removed from their comdral -hokls in Kk
supreme love and affections; and banished to their vireun-
Serential prisons, whewe they will lese all: their powers: of
isjury and destruetion ; and-thos too ‘the mhind: of the huml
ble and penitent Christion will. become like the ‘ortsmge at
-his table, all swestness and full: of excelleirt flavour wisiiin,
~whilst the. bitierness is only to be found: mtthe wory extre.
mity of the rind. . St e IR T
~Tmrouy—The :abm ‘deetrine - of opposites mohes,
and this also -on /divine: autkority, et only: that we' are
encompassed with evils and evil spirits, and: that we must
ever remain in: semé sert of contactiwith thém, efther as
our lords and masters, or as our slaves:and servants, but
.also - that: oun emameipation:from the ‘tyrenny of:'thesé our
.spiritual adverseries will depend #@pon-ourselves, and on
this single, cendition :of ife and conduwot: respectiug our-
‘selves, viz.; whether we sincerely repent of our éiss; and
believe in Jesus Capist as Gop menifestad in. the flesh,
. to destroy in-us. the works of ;the ‘devil, and-at' the same
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Ak to,open and. foras in us:the aternal and. blessed king-
dom- of \His owan pune love, wnsdom, peace, punty, and
wellsdoing. .. .
5o -That the doctbmof opposwes is suppNﬁad by dunne
authewityiin:thie abe've  insqruction,: must be: plain-to every
mitentive readec of ; the Wonp oF Gob.. . For what point is
more frequently or strongly insisted on in- the:sapred
volinme, ; than /the neeessity of repentance for the removal
aof evil; and the .necessity alse 'of fudsk .in'a-power’ above
oursglves .for the accomplishment of. .the.same. purpose?
Fhe devhilasting Gospel is accordingly ushered in wish-the
soleran admonitory -precept, Repentiye, for the kingdam
of ..heauen 18, at hand, [Mdtt. ifiz 2 ; ehap. iv. 17.];' wmhilst
at;the .same time the Burssed ' Jusus is annotineed-as the
mmnifasted. Gop, .in whom all ought .to heliave; aud te
show all ought to draw near and abide im,.for the remis-
sion of their sins, and. for et do, lleeom the sans of
fGon.. [See the Gaspel.throaghout.] - . P
+. Here then.we find the docirine, of opposltes pmg‘alt
alao.;wtth; other most.important duties; and, préssing them
‘upen. our atteption and praetice with irvesistible force and -
eloguenge.. . For what, is the strong language/of opposites
-on:this oceasion ! Dothit net declare ‘to all. the.families
of the earth the. edifying lesson, that every man,is: what
e loges to be, and that he is naf. what he hates'to be, and
consequently.that his. state,im eternity will depend alto-
gether an; the determination.of, his live in regsrd, to. gond

-and: evil, or,»what amounts i¢ the same thing, on the de-

termination- of his: ehoice, whether geod or evil: shall .he
his lordand master? Deoth;it not declare therefore to all
he families of the earth, that repentance and;faith in the
INcaRNATE Gob are the two. grand saving duties, and the
only two, by the proper discharge. of . which man-may hope
for. deligerance .from eternal death, and-admission into
aternal life ! For what shall we say is Goqfel,«repeatam,
hug.a sinogee batred. and detestation of all the evil of sin.?

4
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And what is faith in the INcArNATE G0D, but'a smeere love
of all' the good which proceeds . fromn' that: God, land' of
which He is at once the fruitful parent, and the beneficemt
disposer ? | Whilst repentance therefore shiuts the door of
the infernal kingdom, and keeps it shut, faith:in theiEw:
€arNaTE Gop opens the door of the heavenly hingdm, and
keeps it opem. =
!> ‘But how miany graces and virtnu cenhvolwd botlixm
‘vepbntunce and faith/ For who''eaw repent without diki.
gent self-exploration ; without a competont inowledge ' of
the number and quality of his maturel évils; witheut dhe
tourage te resist them ; without patiense and perseserance
fn such resistance, grounded in the comwviction that shey
are not to be subdued suddenly # ' Who' again car have
Saith in the INcarNaTE Gop, unidss he be previousty em-
lightened with. the knowledge who and what that Gup is,
and that in Him Dresnrrr and’ Humanrry: are inseparably
united, and make one, insontuch that ne-aeéess or approaeh
is given to DmixiTy, but by and throwgh' the assumed
Humariry? Who again can have this-faith; wifless he has
idtiscovered also his own weaknsss, and s consequent wepd
of Dyvine Ap; unless too he be convinced that an eterval
good is infinitely more deserving of his love them any
temporal good ; and lastly, unless he sees clearly that this
eternal good is the love of Gop 4nd of his neighbour; and
thdt this love can'never-be sevured and incorpotated-into his
life, until it's precedéncy is ncknowledged, and all wther
loves are submitted to it’s blessed government and control ?
“Phe dbctrine of opposites, then, in condwcting to repent-
ance and faith, is a guide at the same time to the temple
of wisdom, and to thie possession of all the gold; akbr and“
prediotis stoney included nv that temple: A
FounthLt—'The doctrine of opposites, if well"dlgested
and undefstodd; s a tendenty to ‘éxplain, it 4 minker
the ‘most satihictory, the nature of those spiritual tyvéals
‘and femptations, to whieh man is:exposed in the coursé of
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his . regederation ; and:not only so, but likewise to demont
strate the expediency, and even necessity/of such painful
exercises for the removal of evil, and the consequent-esta-
blishment of -the love and the life of heavenly good in the
himan mind. - - .

For all evil,:it is Wellxlmown, is a violent. and resﬂesé
prineiple, being perpetually under the impulse of the spirits
of ‘darkmess ; so that whensoever any attempt is ‘made tb
bring it into submission and subjection, it immediately
makes: resistance, and: strives to'maintain ll:’s soveretgnty
in it’s own kingdom. -

Fhat such is the natore of evil, we learn from the con-
stantwmony of -the book of Revelation, which accord-
~ ingly represents the life of man as a state of combat and
* marfare ageinst his spiritual enemips, and as a-consequent
state of serresa, until through victory he is introduced to
_ the repose of peaee, and his sorrow: is- thus turned into
joy. -The same truth is-also confirmed by the general ex-
penence of mankind, which testifres universally that when-
soever amy .one begins to de the work .of repentance, by
opposing any evil in his own, heart and life, he never fails
10 be exposed to trial and- temptation before -the evil ‘is
subdued; nor wdoth he cease-to be tried-and tempted until
the opposed evil bows down before a supermr power, and
submits to divine controki . . . -

- It is'however to be well noted, that no one is ever ad-

mitted into a state of trial and temptation until, in the first
placé, he is sincerely desirous to' do the work of repentance,
aud thus to effect a separation in himself between the pow-
ers of heavenly good and of infernal evil, and until, in the
second pliuve, he ivinstructed in the distinct qualities both
of good and evil, so as clearly to discern their: indefinite
varieties, and thus to see the previse boundaries by which
he kingdom of light and blisis -is separated frem the king-
dom of darkness and misery. - For if there be no desire to
do the work of repentance and neparatlon, it is a most con-
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vinging proof that man is under.thé.domimion,of .ewil, -is
which case he willingly suffers himself to be carried dewn
it’s stream, and making no resisting effort, is. not made
sensible of the violence of the cuxrent, as . he imsnediately
would be, if he attempted a change in the dirgction, af/ hie
motion. Agunin, if there be no.instruation, received, as to
the distinct qualities of good and evil, it is again impossible
dhat a state of trial and temptation can be :experienced,
and that for thjs plain reason, because without sugh in-
struction derived from the ETERYAL TRUTH, man would he
utterly incapable of maintaining successful combat against
his spiritual adversaries, ;and consequently, if exposed to
such combat, would become an easy ,prgy tp thpu' m;bw
-and artifices. S T
- Here then we may dmcovcr sqvenal o&hﬂ' unportant
duties resulting {rom the dectrire of opposites. Faor, if
the great. work of repentance camnot, be effected . withent
trial and temptation on the past of man, in. other. words,
without spiritual warfare and combg?, thenit is. axpedient,
" in the first place, that every Chrigtian be, awaze of. this
necessity, and in the second place, that he make provision
accordingly, by consyiting (ss it is expressed in.the pans.-
ble) whether he be able with tem thossand 4o mect.hime
that cometh againgt him mith twenty thoupand.. [Luke xin.
31.] But who, shall we say, is the -wise diaciple..that
thus consylteth?. Who is the spirithal combatant that
maketh the exagt computation of the puwhes end.atrength
of his spjritual friends, and foes? Let the words of Jssus
Cagpist, with which the parahle concludes, answer these
questions—=So likesoise, whosoeser he be of ‘yem.that. for-
saketh not all that he kath, he cannat.be my diseiple, {Vex.
33.] Thbe true Christian, then, must forsake all that ke
hatk before he.can he tapght of Jesus Crrist how te con-
.duct himself, so as to fight to the greatest advantage
against his spiritugl foes.  But what, shall we say, iate
be understood by forsaking all that ke hath ? 1t gannot
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sitrdly méah that'té should part with hislands and Foases,
atid- othet Zemporal property, since if thislaw were'to be-
tofte general; it would be itnpossible -for soviety te exist.
We 'dre’ conipelled: then to! conclude, thut when JEesvs
Qwirst ' made ‘this'-d condition of becoming. His. disciples,
“that. minn‘ shoald forsake all\that ‘he hatk, Heé had vthet
Pproperty in’ view bésidés ands and' houses; and that this
dthér yroperty is . nothing else than man’s natural will and
‘Wetubdl' utiderstanding,” thue aH his datural ‘afRetidiy,
‘Hatural thoulghts; - and ‘natural ‘delights, -to’ forsake which
is no longer to regarll ‘them as kié omm, but to refer thetn
-all to a'source above hitisel, that is to sny, to the di\nne
fdﬁnﬁﬁn oflife, the TxrmiTe and Brerwat.

' Belold ' here then the great:duty of the spiritual comi--
bu'wm;f or that rule ‘of life whieh!every man i called: fo
attend to and practise,”"when in a state of ‘spiritual trial
-and: temptatior * ' For -his strength in' this 'state is to
- péiovmee 'all Hependanve ‘oni himself, by ascribing all thdt
‘he huuvh to divine bounty, and thus possessing it as a corn-
‘tinual’ géft- from the ‘Farer' or Meroies, rather than as
-propérly: either self-derived. or sélf-protected. - The 'more
-absolute therefore that this seM-renunciation is, the mote

- complete will: be his secarity, ‘since i’ proportion as ke
. askinowlédges all of goodness ‘and’treth, all of ‘will and
tinderstanding, - all 'of affeetion ‘and thought, to be from
- Gop, dnd’ not from - hithsélf, ‘in the same proportion he
placés these principlés - undet the protection of ommipo-
* tence, and ‘thus, fighting urtder the banner of 'the ALmicnty,
hiv'wabfare-cannot fail to canduot him to victory; agreeable
. to the tenour of the divine promise, ‘Because thou hast
- made the Lioro my refuge; the Most Hicn thy habitation,
. there “shall wo 'cvil befal thee, meither shall. ary plague
eome uigh -thy dwelling.” For he shall give kis angels
- charge over thee, to kéep thee in all'thy ways : They shall
bear thee up in $heir hands, lest thow dash thy foot against
- @ stone. + Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder, the
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young lion. and - the drngan shelt|thou trample under, feet,
[Psalm xci. 9 to.14,]. Thas toe.the true beligver, in;,all
his spiritual trisls and temptations, like, Jonah in the helly
of the whale, axperiences an immense inerease of faith apsl
Jove, résultipg: evan fiom the principles jof destructiom,
being; enablad 10, say, J wamt \down. to the boftoms of the
mountaing ;. the eanth with her bars was abeut me far
gver'; yet hast Thaw hroupht «p my. life from corruptiom,
O-Loréd - my Godi L. il sagrifice unto Thee, with the
weice: of thanksgiving ; I will pay mthatllmqmwed
Salvation ie of the Lord. [Jonahiii.$,9.]. | i
. Farmain—Another effect of the degtrine. of mmtm i,
to convince us of the dapger, of mixing them. toggthen,. pnd
at the same time to paint: ot the. benefit, and,;the, hlegsing
which may; he expeated to resuly from presexving them inn
\state of distinction and.separation, ;. . ..
1 Oppoesites are;said to be.mized, when they are npt.du-
stimguished ‘or disctiminated the .one fram. the othen,.thus
_when no line of -separation is drawn in.the mind between
.gond and evil, between truth and error, hetwesn .the St
. cattle and the lean cattle,. [Eaech. xxxiv. 20.], between
‘what,is of Geop, and.in agxeement with His divine Jove and
. wisdom, and, what is. not of Gam, consequently what is
copposed to Him and-te all His: gauctities., . This confused
_state of good and evil, of truth and error, was figured. by
- the mixed multitude, of which we read,in the bogk of Ex-
‘odus, where itis written copcerping the children of Lsrael,
_at the time of their going, up: out .of Egypt, that a mized
multitude swent up glso with them, and flacks qud herds,
- even very much cattle. [Chap. xii. 88.] The same stateis
alva described by the kedge of fhe vineyard which was to
" be taken gray, and the wall which.was fe be Areken doson,
. of whicl it is thus, written in the prophet Isaiab, <And
«¢now go ta; I will tell you what L will do to my,vinegpard ;
r - Lowill take asoay the hedge thereqf,. and it shall. e aaten
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“$roddén down ; and I will lay it waste ; it shall not be
¢ pruned, nor digged ; but there shall come up briers and
“ thorns,” [chap. v. 5, 6] For under the figure of a vine-
yard is' here manifestly described the church, called the
kouse of Israel, and the men of Judah, according-as it is
written, The vineyard of the Lorp or Hosts is the Aouse
of Israel, and the mern of Judak His pleasant plant,
[ver. 7.] ; and under the figure of a hedge and a wall is as
plainly marked the discrimination of principles which ought
to prevail in the church, together with'the security thenee
derived, the former being signified by a Aedge, and the
latter by a wall, since the hedge of a vineyard, we know,
is for separation and distinction of the vineyard from what
s net the vineyard, whilst the wall is' for defence.  When
therefore it is said by the AvLmionTy, that He will fake away
the kedge of the vineyard, and Break doewn the wall, we ave
instructed in the most significant language concerning the
sriserable and defiled state of the Jewish Charch, vie: that
for want of proper discérnment and discrimination of prin-
eiples, it would be left in the confusion of darkness, and
therconsequent terrible mixture of good and evil, of trwth
and error; of whatis of Gop and what is not of Goap. -
* : Hence then may be seen, in some degree, the danger
to whieh we are exposed, whensoever) from want of due
watchfulness and attention to the light of heavenly truth,
we guffer the contending’ principles of our minds-to be so
senféunded together, as not to be discerned by us in their
proper distinct calourings, characters and tendenciss. ‘For,
in such case, what must be the necessary comsequence, hut
that our spiritual vineyard will be left withott a Redge, or
a wall, and will thus be eaten up, and tPodden down, whilst
the boor ot bf the wood doth waste it, and the wild: beast
of the field doth devowr it'? [Psalm Ixxx. 18.] Or, to
speak without a figure, will not the evil affeetions, and
‘false persaasions in our minds, being left unnoticed, and of
-eourse unrestrained by the light of the Divine Trows, im-
R . .
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pose themselves upon us under the ‘aspect of good: affec-:
tions and true persuasions, and thus' tempt us to. yied to
, their seducing and overwhehning influence ! - Will not evil*
thus clandestinely supplant good, and error truth, uatil at-
length we be left in such a miserable state of comfusion.
and .darkness, as not even to know what is goed, or what
is evil, what is true, and what is not true? - And what
mast be the terrible result, but that, according to the dreamr
of Pharaoh, ke ill-favoured and lean-ficahed kine will eat
up the seven well-favoured and fat kine, and the seven-
thin ears will devouy the sever rank and full ecars ? [Gen.
xh. 4,6.] .Or, to speak again without a figure, will not
the evil affections, with their direful and delusive persua-
sions, destroy all the goud affections, and extinguish
every ray of heuvenly truth in sach a dark and :disoirderly
mind, until they have established in it their own unlimited,
yet mfernal and destructive dominion? - S e
But whilst we view with mingléd horror and COMPpas-
sion-the perilous state of ‘a mind -thus unexplored and-ua-
arranged, and thus confused and m¥miixed, let us recréate
our delighted eyes with' the - centrary portrait- of that
enlightened Christian, who hath begun to set his spiritual
house in order, by noting, discriminating, and separating
the several principles vf good and evil, of truth and error,
which he finds operative in :himself, and contending for
sovereignty. - Behold him then, in the first place, planting
in Ais spiritual vineyard, or rather saffering it to be planted
by the creatr HousenoLpEr, [see Matt. xxi. 38.], a kedge
of :the most marked' discrimination, for separation and for
defence! ;- Beliold him"for this blessed :purpose’ opening
his mind continually to the light of heavenly truth, as.it is
imparted in the sacred pages of the revéaled Werd, since
it is' by this light alone that he can-be qualified to distin-
guish the indefinitely various und contending principles of
which his: life is gompounded; so -as: to call- them all by
their names, and to assign to each it's proper place ! Be-
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hold himn thus distinguishing accurately between the lamb
and the lion, between the sheep and the wolf, between the
ox and the bear, between the dove and the owl, between
the finutree and the thorz, between:the myrtie-tree and
the bramble, and not only distinguishiag, but arranging
each .principle in hjs :own mind according. to it’s proper
precedence, as graduated in the scale of divine estimation !
Can any omne doubt of the infinite benefit and: blessing
which must of necessity resalt from such :an arrangement ?
For in this case, will not all the principles of eyil and of
erzor, of defilement and of destruetion, not only be de-
prived of their power, but be.converted also.into the
happy means of promoting good, by bringing their oppo-
sites into fuller exercise, and thus by making them strike
deeper..root in the regenerate mind, comparatively as a
stormy . wind, .by the agitation which it excites, fixes the
disturbed tree more firmly in-it’s soil ? ; Will not harmeny
thus arise out of discord; peace.out of conflict, rest out of
labour, and this in proportion to the violence of these
opposites? - And will not thus the riddle of Samson be
again verified and explained, Qut of the eator came forth
meat, and out of the ;tr«my oame forth sweelness. ?
[Fudges xiv. 14.]

Liastrv—The dootrine of q:}umtea ‘has a tendanoy to '
unfold to us the mnystery of all those changes of state and
vieissitudes of events, which every man .experiences here
belew, and thus to conduet us.to the mest edifying views
of the stupendous operations of the DiviNe Provinesce,
in the regulation of those changes and vicissitudes; and at
the same time, to compose ouir minds into such a Christian
temperament of subihission, gentleness, tranquillity,- pa-
tience, and even cheerfulaess, as may bess secure to us all
the blessings and beaefits with which tha¢ provxdenoe. ig 8o
abundantly fraught.

.. By the changes of state here adverted te, are to. be un.
derstood.all those perpetual and almost momentary:fluctua,
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tions in the affections, the thoughts, the sensations, the

joys, the sorrows, &c. &ec. whioch all men feel in a greater
" or less degree, and more especially those who are attentive
to the operations of their own minds, and who from sueh
attention are led to note mere minutely el the risings and
fallings of their mental barometers and, thermometers.

For, in regard to the affeetions, how variable are these

living principles in the course even of a single day, not only
as -to their intenseness, but likewise as to the mmultiplicity
of objects and purposes towards ‘which they are directed !
AMNernately rwarm and cold, eluded and depressed, fized and
snstable, how plainly do they demonstrate that the mind of
man is not it’s own master, but is under the contrel of
foreign agency and influence of contending powers and
principles, which drive it, as the wind drives chaff, in every
direction, and this without even asking the consent of it’s
owner and lord! What child of Adam hath not felt more
or less of this alternation, whilst not only in the concerns of
natural life, it’s business, recreations, pursuits, and asso-
ciations, but also in the more momentous interests of spiri-
tual and eternal good, hope is suddenly supplanted by fear,
joy by sorrow, and all the bright prospects of successful
issues by the melancholy gloom of disappointment and
despondency, and vice versa # It is not, however, intend-
ed by this remark to insinuate that the determination of
the human will in respect to good and evil, eternsl life and
eternal death, is net unchangeable; because so far as such -
determination is in conjunetion with the unchangeable pur-
pose-of the ALMiGATY, 80 far it becomes itself unchangeable,
fixed, and permanent, notwithstanding the changes whieh
take place in the lower principles of the natural and sensi-
tive mind. It is only istended to say, that so long as mah
contipues in connection with matter, he must of mecessity
be subject, as to his owtward man, to it’s fluctuations,
whatsoever may be the firmness and fixeduess of the prin-
ciples and persuasions of his inser man.
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"Yet what is thws true of the affeetions is equally true
of the thoughts, sensations, jeys, sorrows, &c. &c. to which
they give birth, and which therefore, like their parents, are,
subject to perpetual vicissitudes. - For who-can say to any
particular present ' thought, sensation, joy, or sorrow,
Stand s8ill ¢ Let him only notice'it’s current, during the
course of a single day, and he will find that he has no
command over-it, so as to remder it stationary. Hosm
rapidly, for instance, does one delight succeed another in_
the short period of twenty-four hours! And who can count
the variety of delights through which he passes during that
period ! -« Yet what are delights but the children of affec-
tions and thoughts; which thus by.their eontinual variations
muke manifest the mutability of the sources from whence
they spring ! -

Nor ia this muiabﬂ:ty more evident in the affections,
thoughts, sensations, &¢. of the human mind, than in the
eircle of human events, or of what are commonty called’
eontingencies in the affairs and concerns of this lower
world: - This subject however is in itself so #rite, having
empleyed the pens of moralists in all ages, and being con-
firmed moreover by the common experience of mankind,
that it may be sufficient to observe concerning it, that the
fluctuation- of all things merely temporal bespeaks. the
existence and operation of a #ide in other things, besides
the waters of the sea, and that this tide hath both it’s flux
and refluz, and is also, like the tide of waters, under the
influence and action of superior powers. ' For what en-
lightemed eye, which has been accustomed to contemplate
the ebbings and flowings of human prosperity and adver-
gity ; the risings and fallings of ‘empires, as well as of
individuals; the summer and winter, the heat and cold,
the seed time and harvest, the storm and calm, which so
rapidly sucteed each other in the various regions of men’s
purposes, pursuits, business, and employments, cannot dis-
cern also, that the waters of the life of man, as well as
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those of the ocean, are kept in a continual agitation; ‘that
they move besides in alternate opposite- dirdctioss ; that
Juzx is thus succeeded by r¢ffuz, and reflus agein by flaa: ;
and that all this mutability is absolutely unaccosmtable
witheut recourse had to the operation of the epposites,
which have been the subject of the preceding pages, as
they are acted upon.and influenced by foreign: powers, and

ose of an order infinitely superier tp. the;mbpots on
whieh they act?

But what shall we say are these foreign and upernr
powers, which thus produce a daily $ide beth in the minds
of men and their affairs? The thoughtless: and unbeliev-
ing refuse to acknowledge any such powers, and therefove
refer all.contingencies to what they call chence, or fortune.
‘The self-taught philosopher again, who sets his own con-
jectures above divine revelation, ascribes.all buman events
to what he terms the fized laws of nature, and of course
suppeses them to be the creatures of necepsidy. Shall we
then, in agreement with these sentiments, exalt these
visionary beings, called ckance and fortume and necessity,
by placing them on the throne of the Most Hia Gob,? Or
shall we not rather adopt the ideas and language of re-
vealed wisdom, and say in our hearts, as well as with our
lips, Jenovan hatk prepared His throne in the heavens,
and ilis kingdom ruleth over all, [Psalm eiii. 19.]; Are
not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and mnet one of
them is forgotter before Gop ; but even the very hairs of
your kead are all wumbered ? [Luke xii. 6, 7.] Shall we
not therefore bow down under the heartfelt. aeknowledg-
ment of a Divine Provipence, which, extends it’s: blessed
superintendance, not only generally, but particulgnly, and
thus to the most minute concerns of our lives? Surely if
we believe in a divine revelation, we must be compelled to
adopt this acknowledgment, and to confess in agreement
with it that chance and fortune and mecessity are mere
monentities, and that all things are under the control and
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govermment of: the IxviniTE and the ETERNAL, whose name
im the Old 'Festament is called anovm-Gon, bat in -the
~ New Testament Jesus CrrisT.
+* But perhaps, on this occasion, some will objeet, and
say, How can the snckangeable Gop, by His providence,
either produce or tolerate the above-mentioned charges
amongst men ? If this Armienty Beine. extends His
divine influence and authority, His divine rule and govern«
mént here below, whence comes it to pass, that we observe
80 much of a contrary influence and operation ! and why
does not :the divine omnipotence instantly interpese itself
to prevent allithat vicissitude, mixture, and misrule, which
sdchr centrary influence and operation are perpetually intro-
ducing mto the world both generally and individually ? .
The abeve dootnine of opposites can alene give a satis-
factory answer to - these objections, because this doctrine
alone teaches, that the providence of the Almighty is prin-
ocipally empleyed in contrelling opposites, that so they may
becdme ‘productive: of all that geod, which was originally
intended by them, and which, there is every reason to
believe, could not be produced without them. = Gob there-
fore does mot anmihilate opposites, since in so doing, He
‘would.annililate at the same time the free-will of man, and
thus. reAder him incapable of happiness, but he permits
and governs opposites, agreesble to what was shown above
in Section VIII, for the purpose of compelling them to
administer to the blessedness of His kingdom. It is more-
oven to be observed, that the providence of Gop'is not so
much cencerned in providing temporal gratifications, as
in securing efernal joys, and is therefore operative rather
in-begetting a capaeity for future bliss, than in prometing
present indulgence. And since the capacity for future
bliss depends entirely on man’s purification from his natu-
ral evils, and these nataral evils cannot be purged away
and separated by any other means so effectually as hy
trials, troubles, difficulties, perplexities, vieissitudes and
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alternations of joys and sorrows, through 4l the various
states and stages of human life from the eradle to the
grave, therefore the divine providence permits and divects -
those means, solely with a view to the blessed end to
which they conduct the humble, the fh.lthfu.l, and the
obedient.

Have we still any doubts on this interestmg sabjeot ?
Let us consider how the case stands in regard te the
acquirement of any one evangelical grace and virtue. -Let
us take, for instance, the grace of Aumility, and then let
‘us ask ourselves, what are the most: likely and probable
means of securing this inestimable grace, without. which
all other graces are of no acceumt ‘in the sight of .Giom ?
But first let us consider well what Awmslsty really is, and
implies, until we discern clearly that bumility is the heart-
felt acknowledgment that of ourselves, separate from divine
influence, we are mere defilement, ignoramce, misery,
death, and hell, and that all the good we are capable of
willing, thinking, and doing ; all the truth too, which we
are capable of seeing, acknowledging, and delighting in;
-all the happiness also, which we ever did or can enjoy ; are
perpetual gifts of a divine unmerited merey, and no more
otiginate in ourselves than the heat amd light which we
. receive every day from the body of- the sun. Humility
therefore implies a profound sense of the all of Gop, and
‘the comparative nothingness of man, tonsequently a sense
-that the all of merit, of glory, of power, and of every ather
:exeellence, is to be ascribed solely and exdlusively to the
InriniTe and the ETernar. It implies further, that we fiad
our chief happiness in the above ackmowledgmeat and
-gense, and in thus being restored to the true kmkdge of
Gob and of ourselves.

- But who now, shall we say, is most likely to be the
greatest proficient in this divine grace of humility, the
man who is never made sensible of the fluetuations to
which his own mind is exposed, and of .the wasettled state
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of human: events, and of the continual operations of the
divine. providenee il the eontrol of both, or the true Chris-
tian, whe is aecustemed to attend to what passes daily both
within' bim and without him, and te note a Drvine Hand
-reguiating all the wheels both. of mind and matter, and
directing their conflicting powers to- the production of
the gredtest possible good? Surely both reason and reli-
-gion agtee in setting the bright crown of -pure gold, whe-
ther constructed of ‘any single virtue, or of all the virtues,
-an-{hé head of ‘the lattér, and in declaring concerning the
férmer that he is not-as yet prepared to wear it. For what
"is more ‘humbling to man than a right knowledge of Gop,
and-of himself ; of Gop, as riding on the storm of human
‘passions, -and saying to the winds and waves, Be still;
and- of himself, as the continual subject of those boisterous
agitatiens which expose-him every instant te danger, and
from which ‘nothiag can preserve him but the arm of an
omiipotent Gop and Saviour, perpetually stretched out for
his protection? What, again, can be more humbling than
ua due and correet sense of human life; the uneertainty of
-it’s best-arranged plans and most flattering prospects ; the
very thin partition which separates between it’s brightest
joys ard it’s darkest sotrows ;. it’s sudden tramsitions from
prospetity to adversity, from the enjoyment of friends, of
‘honours, of reputation, of health, of property, &ec. &c. to
uit that waste, desolation and destraction, whieh the whirl-
“wind of oppesités semetimes brings along with it so sud-
denly and so tremendously? Yet whdt is thus true of the
heavenly grace of humility, is equally true of every other
heavenly grace and virtue, not one of which can be deeply
and- firmly rooted  in the hwman mind and life, until the
“recesses of the heart be attentively and diligently explored ;
‘until the collisions of contending principles be thus dis-
covered ; until likewise the uncertainties and fluctuations
“of all’ temporal ‘things be seen and acknowledged ; and,

lastly, wuntil recourse be had to the divine providence-of
: s
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the MosT HieH, as to the only regulating power by whick
.those collisions can be restored to congcord, and those un-
certaigties and fluctuations can be made to hear the divine
‘voice, which says in the midst of them, Staxd still, and see
the salvation of the Logp, whick he will shew you to-day,
- [Exod. xiv. 13.] ,

Do we wish then to attain unto the fnlness of Clmshan
_perfection, as resulting from a full assemblage of all
Christian graces and virtues? Do we wish to arise out of

the lower regions of fretfuluess, of discontent, of repining,
_either with regard to our own frailties and imperfectipns,
_or those of others, and to ascend into the pure atmosphere
of unlimited submission to the divine will and providence
in all things? Do we wish thus to maintaip in our sopnls
‘all that tranquillity, patience, and peace, of which Jxgus
CHrisT spake when He said to His discjples, Peace I leave
with you ; My peace I give unto you: not as the worid
giveth, give I unto you ? [John xiv. 27.] . We must then,
.taking the light of the divine truth for our guidance, be
bold to enter into the inmost recesses of our own minds,
.‘and there explore, as in the divine presence, all the con-
Alicting principles, persuasions, joys, and delights, of which
.they are composed. We must also note, with a discerning
eye, the unstableness of all things around us, and how,
.like the atmosphere with which we are encompassed, all
our temporal concerns are subject to sudden alternations
of cloud and sunshine, of storm and calm, of cold and
heat, of depression and elevation, which are altogether out
. of the reach of human control. But we must not. stap
here. When we have thus contemplated with our spiritual -
. microscope all that is passing in ourselves and in the world
. around us, we must then turn from this valley ¢f the sha-
_dow of death, and lift up our eyes unto the hills from.
whence cometh our strength. Aund here, if we would
secure all the advantages which our sjtuation. presents to
Jur acceptance, we myst acquaint ourselves well with the
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Divine Beine, who dwells on these %ills. - We must ob-
gerve how by His divine love and wisdom He is continually
present in every part of His creation, in like manner as’
the sun of this world, which is an ‘exact emblem of Him,
is present by his reviving' hent and light in every part of
the system in which he shines. - We muist observe further’
how by His providence, which is nothing else but the’
government of His divine love and wisdom; He directs’
.4nd rules all events, ‘even the most minute, in the outward"
world ‘of nature, and especially in the little kingdom of
every human mind, ‘that He may ‘bring good ‘out of evil,
harmony out of discord, and order out of disorder. . But
we ‘must not be content with observation only, nor even
with'the privilege, ‘great as it is, ‘of being introduced into
the divine presence, and of beholding all the wonders of the
divine administration. - For to make that presence and
administration blessings to us, it will be necessary that
we cotinect ourselves with them in- will,"in purpose, in
thought, and in operation; and espeeially in the will, pur-’
ypose, thought, and operation, of renouncing all our natural
evils from this pure and heavenly motive, because they are
directly opposed to the divine will, the divine purpose, the
divine thought, and the divine operation.

Here then let us fix our feet firm in the persuasion and
the practice of the duty which most concerns us. Let us
hate all sin and folly, because it is opposed to Gon, and
let us love, cherish, and do all that is good and wise, be-
cause it is of Goo, and conducts to Gop. Thus may we
humbly hope to connect ourselves with the divine omnipo-
tence, the divine order, and the divine stability ; and in
the degree that this connection is perfected, divine omni-
potence, order, and stability, will descend into all our
affairs, and our house will be founded on a rock. And
what words can describe the blessedness of such a state ?

. For shall we not then be taken out of our own hands, and
out of the hands of every enemy, and placed in the hands
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of the ereat FaTurr or MERcies, the Goveanop of Tra
Universe !  And in this case will not mutability be con-
verted, inta constancy, fluctuation into fixedness, in the
affections, tempers, and dispositions of oyr minds, since
whether we be in joy or sorrow, in presperity or.adversity ;;
whether aur puassipns be at rest ox in commotion ; whether.
we are basking in the sumshine of divine peaca and;conr
solation, er are lef}, still to gtruggle with the .wanes. of
trial and, temptation ; in each and all of these statps we
shall be enabled to sing wijth the holy man of: old,, ‘“fGaw
is awr refuge and strength, a very present help in $mouble.
Therefors. will, we not fenr thoygh the aarth ha remmiady
and, theugh the mountains he earriad,into the midst.of the,
sea, Though the waleys thereof rogr and b, traubledy
‘though. the mountains. shoke with the swellings thexeofl
There is a riven, the streams whereok shall.maka gladthe
city.of Gon, the holy place of the tabernacls of .the Masr
Hicn. Gen ig in the midst of her, she.shall not, be mqved;.
Gon shall help. h,er, and that, ngbt early, [Paalw xlvi..

1.to 6, ]
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CONCLUSION.
IP.ihe tender wants any further evidence on the interest-
ing:sublject of' the fexegoing -pages, the Authier is’ desitvas
of referring bim. to'a work, which, he thinks, cannot fail
to give him every satisfactory information. [t was written
originally in the Latin tongue by the learned; prous, and
honourable EmaxuerL Swesenpows, and was' translatéd into
the English language several years agé by a learned phy-
sician of this country. The work is’divided into sections,
and every section into distinct propositions, which are
afterwards proved by, the clearest reasonings grounded
both in the documents of revelation and of philosophy.
Theheads of theiseveral sections, together with: the: pro-

positions whinlbthey are divided, ave as folow.
Dirime P SEc'rIoﬁ gt

Pusr'Bivine Providence is the government of the divine
love and the divine wisdom of the Lord. '

Pmpmtwm.

" L. 'That:the universe, with all. and singular it’s contents,
was_cpeated from the divine love by the divine wisdom.
2. That divine love and: divire wisdom proceed as one
from the Lord: 3. That this: one‘is in a-certain image in
every created thing. 4. That it is ofithe divive providence
that every created thing in general and in particular be
such a one ; and if it be not, that.it he made so. 5. That
the good of love is only so far good as it is united to the
truth of wisdémi;  andvthat:the truth of! wisdom is only so
far:truth, as it is united to-the good of love: 6. That the
good of love not united to the truth of wisdom is net. good
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in itself, but is apparent good ; and that the truth of wis-
dom not united to the good of love is not truth in itself,
but is apparent truth. 7. That the Lord doth not suffer
any thing to be divided, wherefore it must be either in
good and truth together, or it must be in evil and what- is
false together. 8. That what is in good and truth toge-
ther is something, and that what is in evil and what is
false together is not any thing. 9. That the divine pro-
vidence of the Lord is efficacious in compelling evil and
what is false together to serve for equilibrium, for relation,
and for purification, and thus for the con;unctlon of. good
~ and truth with others

SECTION II

Tm'r the end . regarded by the Divine Provndence of the
Lord is the fermation: of heaven from the ‘human race. -

N -\ N L
h P .o AN W ’\ ~‘~ ,‘-\.\ -
- ~ Proposztcona, NN =

1. That heaven is con]unchon with' the Lbrd ‘2. That
man by creation is of such a quality, as to be capable of
nearer and nearer conjunction with the Lord.. 3. That in
proporuou to the nearness of man’s conjunction with the
Lord, in the same proportnon he becomes wiser. 4. That
in proportlon to the nearness of man’s conjunction with

. the Lord, in the same proportion he becomes happier.. 5
That in .proportion to the nearness-of man’s ‘conjunction
.with the Lord, in the same proportion.it appears. to ;him
more distinotly that; he is his own, and he observes more
evidently that he is the Lord’s. . . :

SECTION I

That the Dmne Prondence of the Lord in every tbmg
~ whieh it deeth, hath respeet to what is infinite and
eternal. o . )

Y



. THE CONOLUSION. 185

Propositions. -

1. That what is infinite in itself, and eternal in itself,is
the same thing with what is divine. 2. That what is infi-
nite and eternal in itself cannot but regard what is infinite
from itself in things finite. - 3. That the divine providence,
in every thing which it doeth, hath respect to what is infi-
nite and eternal from itself, especially in saving the human
race. 4. That an image of the Infinite and Eternal exists
in the angelic heaven, consisting of the human race who-
are saved. 5. That to regard what is infinite and eternal
in forming the angelic heaven, that it may be before the
Lord as one man, who is His image, is the inmost [prin-

_ciple] of the divine providence.

~SECTION 1V.

“T'HAT the laws of the Divine Providence are such as are
unknown to man. :

SECTION V.

Taat it is a law of the Divine Providence, that man should
act from freedom according to reason.

Propositions. ,

1. That man hath reason and freedom, or rationality
and liberty ; and that those two faculties appertain to man
from the Lord. 2. That whatsoever a man doeth from
freedom, whether it be of reason or not of reason, provided
it be according to his reason, appears to him as his. 3.
That whatsoever a man doeth from freedom according to

“his thought, is appropriated to him as his, and remains.
4. That man, by those two faculties from the Lord, is re-
formed and regenerated ;. and that without them he cannet
be reformed and regenerated. 5. That man, by means of
those two faculties, may be reformed and regenerated so
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far as he can be led by them to acknowledge that every
thing good and true, which he thinketh and doeth, is from
the Lord, and not from himself. 6. That the conjunction
of the Lord with man, and the reciprocal conjunction of
man with the Lord, is effected by those two faculties. 7.
That the Lord in every progression of His divine provi-
dence, keeps those two faculties appertaining to man un-
tainted and as holy. 8. That therefore it is of the divine
_ providence that man should act from freedom accbrding to
reason.

SECTION VE.

Tuar it is a law of the Divine Providence that man, as o‘f
himself, should remove evils as sins in the external
man, and that thus, and no otherwise, the Lord cap
remove evils in the internal man, aid at the same tl%

in such case, in the external. .
»

Propositions.

1. That every man hath an external and internal prin-
ciple of thought. 2. That the external prindiple of man’s
‘thought is in itself of such a quality as his internalis. 8.
That the internal cannot be purified from the concupis-
cences of evil, so long as evils are not removed in the ex-
ternal man, because they stop up the way. 4. That evils
in the external man cannot be removed by the Lord except
by the instrumentality of man. 5. That therefore man
ought as of himself to remove evils from the external man.
‘6. That in sueh case the Lord purifies than from the con-
cupiscences of evil -in the intermal m#n; and from the evils
themselves in the external. 7. That it is the continual
endeavour of the divine providence of the Lord to join man
to Himself, and Himself to man, that he may give him the
happy things of eternal life, which cannot be effécted; only
10 far as evils with their concupiscences are removed.
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. SECTION VII. -

Taat it is a law of the Divine Providenee, that man skeuld
not be compelled by external means to think and will,
thus to believe and love the things which are of re-
ligion ; but that man should induce, and occasionally

. compel bimself.

Propositions.

1. That no one is reformed by miracles and signs, be-
cause they compel. 2. That no one is reformed by visions,
and by discourse with departed spirits, because they com-
pel. 3. That no one is reformed by threats and punish-
ments, because they compel. 4. That no one is reformed
in states of non-rationality and non-liberty. 5. That it is
not contrary to rationality and liberty for a man to compel
himself. 6. That the external man must be reformed by
the internal, and not contrariwise.

SECTION VIIL.

Tuar it is a law of the Divine Providence that man be led

and taught from the Lord out of heaven, by means of

_the word, of doctrine, and of preaching from the word,
and this in all appearance as from himself.

Propositions.

1. That man is led and taught from the Lord alone.
2. That man is led and taught from the Lord alone,
through the angelic heaven and out of it. 3. That man
is led of the Lord by influx, and is taught by 1llustratlon.
4. That man is taught from the Lord by means of the
- Word, of doctrine, and of ‘preachihg‘ from the Word, thus
immediately from himself alone. 5. That man is led and

taught from the Lord in thmgs external in all appearance
as from himself.

7
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SECTION IX.

Taar it is a law of the Divine Providence that man should
not perceive and be sensible of any thing respecting the
_operation of the divine ptovi(fence, but that he should:
still know and acknowledge that operation.
Propesitions.

1. That if man perceived and was sensible of the opera-
tion of the divine providence, he would not act from free-
dom according to reason, neither would any thing appear
to him as of himself: In like manner if he foreknew
events. 2. That if man manifestly saw the divine provi:
dence, he would bring himself into the order and tenor of
it's progress, and would pervert and destroy i¢. 3. That
if man manifestly saw the divine providence, he would
either deny a God, or would make himself a God. 4.
That it is given to man to see the divine providence from.
behind and not from before ; also in a spmtual state, and
not in a natural state.

SECTION X.

Tnn man’s own proper prudence is no prudence, and:
"ouly appears to be prudence, and likewise ought to- ap-
pear tobe se: but that the Divine Providence, as ope-
rating ia things most singular, is universal. - i

L4

* Proposttions.

1. That all the thoughts -of man are from the affectiens

of his life’s love, and that there are no thoughts at all, nor
“can any be given, without those affections. 2. That the
affections of man’s life’s love are known to the Lord alone.
8. That the affections af man’s life’s love from the Lord
are led by His divine providence, and at the same time, in:
such case, the tllougjhté which give birth to human pru-
dence. 4. That the Lord by His divine pravidence com-
pounds the affections’ of the whole. human race into ong
form, which is buman. 5. That hence heaven and hell,
which are from the human sace, are in such a form. 6.
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That they, who have acknowledged nature alone, ‘and hu-
man prudence alone, make hell; and that they, who have
aeknowledged God and His divine providence, make hea.
ven. 7. That all these things cannot be effected unless it
appears to man that he thinks from lumself, and from hlm-

self manages his concerns.
!

SECTION XL

Taat the Divine Providence hath respect’ to things eternal,
and to things temporal in no other way, than seo far as
they are in agreement with things eternal, ’

. ‘Propositions,

1. That temporal things have reference to dignities
and riches, thus to honours and gains, in the world. 2.
That eternal things have reference to spiritual honours
and wealth, which are of love and wisdom, in heaven. 8,
That things temporal and things eternal are separated by
man, but are joined together by the Lord. 4. That the
conjunction of things temporal and things eternal is the
divine proyidence of the Lord

SECTION XII.

THAT man is net let into the truths of faith, and into the
goods of charity, interiorly, unless so far as he can be,
kept in them, even to the end of life.

. Proposztwm‘

1. That man may be let into the wisdom of spiritual
things, and likewise into the love of them, and yet not be
reformed. 2. That if man afterwards recedes from them,
and goes away into what is opposite, he profanes holy.
things. 8. That there are several kinds of profanations,
but that this kind is the worst of all. 4. That on this ac-
count the Lord doth not let map interiorly into the truths
of wisdom, and at the same time into the goods of love,
unless so far as man can be kept in them, even to the end.
of life, )
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SECTION XIII
Taat the laws of permission are alse laws of the Dmnc
Proudence
: Propositions.

1. That the wisest of men, Adam and his wufe, su&md
themselves to bé seduced by the serpent, and that God did
not avert this by His divihe providence. 2. That their
first son Cain slew his brother Abel, and that God did aet
prevent it at the time by speaking with him, but enly
cursed him when the deed was done. = 3. That the Israel-
itish nation in the wilderness worshipped a golden calf,
and acknowledged it for a god, who brought them out of
the land of Egypt, whep yet Jehovah saw this from Mount
Sinai, which was near, and did not deprecate it. 4, That
David pumbered the people, and that on this account
pestilence was sent, by which se many thousands of men
perished, and that God sent the prophet Gad to him, not
before, but after the deed was done, and denounced pumsh-.
ment agamst him. 5. That Solomon was penmtted te
" establish various kinds of idolatrous worslnp 6. That
many kings after Solomon were permitted to profane the -
temple and the holy thmgs of the churgh. 7. That the
Jewish nation were permltted to cruclfy the Lord. 8.
That every worshipper of self and worshlppel of nature
confirms himself against the divine provrdence, when he
sees so many wicked people in the world, with so much
impiety, and in'some cases a glorying in impiety, and still
that they are not punished by God. 9. That the worship-
per of self and the worshipper of nature ‘confirms himself
against the divine providence, when he sees wicked people
exalted to honour, and crowned with distinetion and pre-
eminence, abounding also in wealth, and living in luxury
and- magnificence, ﬁghilst the worshippers of God live it
contempt and.poverty. 10. That the worshipper of self
and the worshipper of nature confirms himself ‘against a
divine prpvi(_lense, when he thinks that wars are permittedy
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aftended with ‘the destruction of so many men, and the
ruin of their property. 11. That the worshipper of self
‘amd the worshipper of nature confirms himself against the
divine providence, when he thinks, according to his own
view, that victory turns on the side of prudence, and somet
times not on the side of justice; also that it is of no mo-
ment, whether a general be upright or otherwise. 12.
‘That the mere natural man confirms himself against the
.divine providence, when he looks at the religious state of
.various nations, and observes that there are some who are
-altogether ignorant of the being of.a God, and some who
-worship the sun and moon; some likewise who worship
idols and graven images. - 13. That the mere natural man
¢onfirms himself against the divine providence, when he
-Jooks at the religion of Mahomet, and sees that it has been
received by so many empires and kingdoms. 14. That
the mere natural man confirms himself against the divine
providence, when he sees that the Christian religion is
received only in a small part of the habitable globe, called
Europe, and that there it is divided. 15. That the mere
‘patural man confirms himself against the divine providence
from this circumstance, that in several kingdoms, where
‘the Christian religion has ‘been received, there are ‘some
‘who claim to themselves divine power, and wish to be
‘worsl,\i pped as gods. 16, That the mere natural man con-
firms himself against the divine providence from this cir-
cumstance, that amongst those who profess the Chris'tian.
religion, there are some who make salvation to consist in
certain expressions which they think and speak, and not at
“all in the good things which they do. 17. That the mere
natural man confirms himself against the divine providence
from this circumstance, that there have been, and still are,
‘80 many heresies in the Christian world, as Quaketism,
Moravianism, Anabaptism, and several others. 18. That
‘the mere ‘natural man confirms himself against the divire
‘providence from this circumstance, that Judaism still con-
tinues. - 19. That doubt may be inferred against the divine
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providenoce from this consideration, that the whole Chris-
gian world worships one God under three persons, that is,
three Gods ; and that stil it is unknewn, that God is one
au person and essence, in whem is a trinity, and that that
God is the Lord. 20. That douht may be inferred against
'the divine providence from this consideration, that hereto-
fore it hath not beem known that in singular the things of
the Wond there is a spiritual sense, and that it’s sanctity
is thence derived. 21. That doubt may be inferred against
the divine providence from this ponsideration, that hitherto
it hath not been known that te shun evils as sinsis the
wery Christian religion itself, 22. That doubt may. be
inferred against the divine providence from this considera-
tion, that hitherto it hath not been known, that man liveth
@ man after death, and that this hath not heep before
,dnscovexed.

SECTION XIV
TaaT evils are permitted for an end, which is aalvatlon.

Pyopositions. : ’
1. ‘That every man is in evil, and that he must be led
away from evil that he may be reformed. 2. That evils
cannot be removed, unless they appear. 3. That so far as
evils are removed, so farthey are remitted. 4. That this
the permission of evil is for the sake of an end, that there
may be salvation. '

SECTION XV.'

Taar the Divine Providence is operative alike with the
o wicked as wnth the good.

Propositions.

1. That the -divine providence is umversal in things
most singular, not enly with the good, but also with the
wicked ; and that still it is not in their evils. 2. That the
wicked continually lead themselves into evils, but that the
Lord ,copt'n‘mal‘ly draws them from evils. 3. That the
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wicked cannot be drawn altogether from evil, and led in
good, so long as they believe that their own mtelllgence is
every ' thing, and that the divine providence is not any
thmg 4. That the Lord rules hell by opposites, and that
in regard to the wicked who are in the world, He rules
them in hell as to the interiors, but not as to the exteriors.

SECTION XVL

THar the Divine Providence doth not appropriate evil to
amy oné, ner good to amy one, but that man’s own
pmdence appuopriates esch. : :
- Propositions.
1. What man’s own proper prudence i is, and what the
4 prudence not properly his own. 2. That man, from his
' own proper prudence, persuades and confirms himself, that
all good and truth is from himself and in himself, in like
manner every thing evil and false. 8. That every thing
of which man is persuaded, and in which he is confirmed,
remains with him as his own. 4. That if man believed, as
the truth is, that every thing good and true is from the
Lord, and every thing evil and false from hell, he would
not appropriate good to himself, and make it meritorious,
neither would he appropriate evil to himself, and make
himself gmlty of it.

SECTION XVII.

THAT every man is capable of being .réformed,' and th:;t
there is no such thing as predestination.

Propositions.,

1. That the end of creation is the formatlon of heaven
from the human race. 2. That- hence it is of the divine
providence, that every man is capable of being saved, and
that they are saved who acknowledge a God, and lead good
lives. 8. That man himself is in fault, if he be not saved.
4. That thus all are predestmated to heaven, and none te
bell.
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SECTION XVIII.

,','l‘m'r the Lord cannot act contrary to the laws of Divine
Providence, hecause to act contrary to those laws would
be to act contrary to His own divine love and divine
wisdom, thus contrary to Ilimself.

Propositions.

1. That the operation of the divine providence to save
Jman commences at bis pativity, and continues even to the
end of his life, and afterwards to eternity. 2. That the
operation of divine providence is comtimually cffected by
means [or mediums] out of pure mercy. 8. That instan-
" taneous salvation from immediate mercy cannot possibly
be given. 4. That instantaneous salvation out of imme-
'diate mercy is a fiery flying serpent in the church.

————

Such are the Interesting subjects discussed in the work
wnder consideration ; and therefore it is earnestly recom-
‘mended to the reader, who is desirous of gaining a satis-
factory idea of the wonderful operations of the Divine
Providence, and of the nature and use of Opposites, to
-consult the volume from whence the above eéxtracts are
made, that so he may be fully gratified by observing the

luminous and convinting proofs which follow and confirm
every proposition.

~ J. GLEAVE, PRINTER, MANCHESTER,



