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ef, Doc., no. 1500-C=6 Exccrpt from
PTARL HARBOR ATTACK

(United States Government frintin Of fice:
Wwashington, D.C. 19L6%

yol. 11

TTSTIMONY OF SUMNFR VFLLES, FORMER UNDIR
CF STATE

T CRLTARY

Page 513 N RS R

Senator h'egel;usc.mw "hen d4id you first hear Irom &ny source that
the "apanese Ambassadors in various nlaces, for instance, here
in ‘Jeshineton and in Llondon, wWere destroving codes, OI did

you ever hear of it?

Mr. “Jelles. I recollect thet shortly before Jecember 7th an inter-
cept gave an indication that the Jananese L.rbassy here was

instructed to destroy 1ts papers.

Do you recall when that was”®
L could not give you the

Senator ferguson.

¥r. Welles. wit. out referring to & record
precise day O tine.

verguson., '/as 1t nrior to the 7th”

¥Yrior to the 7th.

Senator Ferzuson, -hat d4id that signify to you as & diplomat and

Unider Secretary of state”

Ny, welles. That signified tO me rhat the last stage had been

reachﬁd.

senator Ferzuson. 1 3id not catch that.

iy . Welles. That signified tO me thet the la
reached.

st stage had been

sould you s2y 1t indicetsd war”

+ the very least
the rrobabillty

Jenator Ferguson.
ic relatlions @

Nr. welles. & rupture of dinlomat
then Bxisiving

and under the circumstances
of war.

mTy

T eTIIONY OF MAJ. GEN, CHERVAK VILIS, URITED
“TATTS ARNMY

rage 777

r. Gesell (Chief agsistant Coursel). General,will you state for
he record your full name and vour present rank, and duty,

please,air?

~herman Miles, major general,
La SSe

srmy of the United

teneral Miles. _
Stees; stationed in boston,
fy, Gesell. You were head of G-2, were YyOu, seperal, on sJecember

7, 19417

General Mlles.
hat duty”®

Viy Gesell. How long have you had t
I rerorted OnN May 1, 1940.

General l iles.

—
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Mr: Gesell. what, in a general way, would you say 8I€ t he duties
and the functiony of G-27

General i“iles. The kilitary lntellicence vivision of the General
Staff is charged with tie collection, analysis, estimeation,

diesemination of informaticn »nrimarily for the Chief of
Staff and the zecretary of w«ar.

G-2 is a staff officer of the Chief of =taff, an assistant
chief of staff for intellicgernce.

br. Gesell, C-2 is enothesr nonme for idlltary lntelligcence Jivision,

)

is thet correct’

feneral illes.

Page 841
Mr. Gesell. #ay L ask ou, Cenerel, what signiflconce co ould rroper-

ly be attached at this tlme to tie aumber of mezsages which
vie had interce-ted fron the Jernanece in the reriod from
Decerber 1 to Jeceiber 5 2nd latc; indicating that the

o

JopaLwsre destroying thelr most secret 2nd confidential
sodss in ‘asainston and in fact thrcughout the world”

CGeneral biles., The inference would be that the Ya~anese had eltner
rlannec for tnc out hresk of war, in other words, vlanned
t+igte & wor ac they 4id or feared war coming

C A

G0 X%
5 U0 ,r]. t%ouhh vhat was described in thet message you
-

L
‘l\.] l'--l'll-i- "

renel ]y read, a class o1 arms.,

lir. Gesell. ~rercfore, the informetion conceruing code burning
en? ¢estruction was of a srecific and vital military

neture, vwas it not”

General =iles. 1t was, sir.

TESTIICNY CF ATMNIRAL R, k., IFGI™ LOLL, UITED STATLS NAVI

.L_..r

rage L2321

fr. itichardson (Ceuneral Counsel
neme to the renorter, !

Admiral Ingersoll. R. L. lngersoll,

. . L J L -

Page 4222 -
vy .Eichardson. 'het* vas y.our assignnent curing overber and

Jecember 19417

1 vas at that time o~ssistant Lhief of l'aval

Jtark?

o ©

My, ®ichardson. <four immecdlate supe rior was Admiral

T

Admiral Incersoll. <+hat is coirect.

¥y . Richardson. hat were your dutles ccnerally spcaking in thatv
asgicnment, aduwiral®

Admiral In: ersoll. The 4ssistant Chief of +«aval Operetions had no

juties assigned by law cor by favy resulations.

2 -

—be

By Txecutive
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rage k222 (continued)

order lhe was a member of the 101n board which was the
forerunner of the joint chiefs of steff. <ty office
reguletions rrececribed by the vhief of #avsl Cperetions

nhe had in ceneral suvervision of all officers of the Office
of Chief of “aval Ureretions. I had no original cognizance
O any manner. #&s a metter of fact 1 had no office other
then myself. +nd 211 hesds of sections took up their
questions with me usually before rresentine them to the
Chief of *aval Oreretions.

Unce the Chief of **aval Cperetions had established a
policy, I endcavored then to relieve him of @:1 the loed
that 1 could of the detoils in cerrying out that policy,
in signing papers end rcleesing disnatched, I kept him
informed of corresvondence where I tliought there was
sometning of which he should be informed.

Fage L4226

tdmiral Ingersoll. =+ considered thet the informetion which we
recelved regarding the destruction of the cots -nd which
weés sent out to the fleets as one of the two most imrortent
nessaces that were zent out by the Chief of dMaval Oncrations
curing the entire period before learl harbor, the other one
being the dispatch stetineg that, "This is a war warning”™ in
cffcct and th«t 5ll hore of ncrot19t10nﬁ hed broken off.

“ow, the wording in that winds nmessage did not say
thet ve 2re going to be in a stste of war or that hestitities
now cxict. It referred to 2 runture of dinlometic nego-
tiation:e or thet the situstion between the countries wes
becomins critical.,

The img ortance of the messcges regardines the destruction
of the COdC° iz this: 4f you rupture diploratic negotiations
you 4o not necesserily have to burn your ccdes. The dirlo-
mets 20 home and Sthev can reck ur thtif codes with their
dolls end take them home. Als=o, v.en yo>v runture diplomatic
negotlistions you do not rupture consular relations. The
coriculs stay on.

“0w, 1n this rarticular set of dispatchcd they not only
told their diplomats in was! ineton eand iLondon to burn their
codes bnt t“:y told thelr consuls in benila, in Hong nong,
slncapore, end Betavia to burn their codes and that did not
mean s rupturn of cdlplomatic negitistions, it meant war,
ana that information was sent out to the flcets as soon as
we £ot it and it made no difference whethcr we ever got an
execute I'rom the winds after that or not, and that is why
1 think officers in hirch rositions are vazue ebout it. It
did not make sny differcnce.

» " * - *
éaart (Representative from California). .« . <Nov the
reason wh you knew thet the destruction of the codes meant

war end not merely bresking off of negotiations was the
fact that 1f they were mercly breaking off di-lomstic
negotiastionsz with us they would not nave to destroy their
codes”

dmiral Ingersoll. Not neccassari.

r. Gearhsrd. mhgv could ypack ‘m up, as you said with their
secend suit of clobhes and take ther. home if they were
merely breeking off 01plom v1c recletions.
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Page 4233 (continued)

Admirel Ingersodl. Correct.

¥r. Gearhart. 3o thet it wes: a dcad tip-off, & foregone conclusion
in the estimations of the higher ronkineg military of ficers
that the order for the destruction of their codes within
our arcas meant nothing but was?

Admirel Ingersoll. Yes; end the fact that the consulateg VETE
inaluded cinched it in my opinion that it was war and
not a rupture of diplometic neeotiations or dinlomsatic
relations.

Page 1269

Senator Ferguson. But would you say that all davy men would come
to the conclusion that the moment that codes werc coing
to bc destroyed that that meant war bctween the countrics”®

sdmiral Inecersodl. That ves what we construed 1t and I think evcry-
body construed it, that it would mcall that.

Senator Fcrguson. &#11 right. Nov: you know of no one 1n the high
command in the Yavy that construed the dcetruction of the
codes in sny other way than you construcd them”

Admirel Ingersoll. I thiniz everybody in the havy Jepartment
construed the destruction of the codes as the fact that
Japan expected to be at war very shortly with the three

oountrice that were involved in that serles of mewsS&ges.,

Senator Ferguson. “then we come to thils conclusion, that at least
on the Lth--I think that is the date taey sent the messages
out, was 1t not?

Admiral Ingersoll. Third or fourtkh.

Senator Ferguson. Third or fourth, thet cveryone in the Navy, as
far as the high commend wae concerned, were alerted that
war vas ¢oing to occur betweei iraerica and Jajpan®

~ Admiral Ingersoll, “Yhose instructions were sent to certain com-
menders, to the commenders of the Tleect, to the naval
sttaches in reiping and to the karinc detachnents and
others and the purpose of sendins it to them was tO
s nform them that we expected -to be at war--or that Japan
cXxpected to be 8t war with those countries in a Very
short tiue. |

cenator Ferguson. <nd our country was onc of them?

admiral Ingersoll. 4nd our country was Onc of then.

TISTINONY OF CAPT, ALWIN D. KRAMER, UNITLD STATES NAVY

Vol IX
Page 3998
Senator Ferguson., MNpv U wamt you to 100K at page 249, the top
message from Tokyo to hasﬁington, December the 7, 1941,




Def, Doc, No, 1500=C=6

"Extremely urgent," The other one was listed, 907, "Urgent,

very important," but this is "Extremely urgent"and I will

read its b
After deciphering part 14 of my #9022 and also # 907°,
28 and £09. vlease destroy at once the remaining cipher
machineesi

You will notice it says:
the remaining cipher machine and all machine codes,
Dispose in like manner also secret documents,

Now, I will ask you when that message was received and
decoded,

Capt, Kramer, 1 cannot state, sir, from firste=hand knowledge when
it was received and when it was decoded, 1 do know that
it was not received, or at least seen by me, until about
the middle of Sunday morning,

Senator Ferguson, Now, what hour would that be?

Captain Kramer, I believe that this particular one, 910, which you
read, waz seen by me first when I returned from my appointe
ment at the State Department,

Senator Ferguson, Do I understand that it was seen at the same
time as the 1 o'clock message?

Captain Kramer, That is my recollection, sir,

Senator Ferguson, Well, now I have information here that a 910
and )7--C7==thcre are two short messages I have just
read--1=s filed in Tokyo on 4:18 a.m, on the 7th of
Decemb-:*, "is is Exhibit 41, It is page 248 of Exhibit
l. ArJ % w.3 intercepted in Japanese code by the Nev:-
Statici at Painbridge Icland, Washington, at 4:35 zc.m.

Captain Kramer, It says Z:37",

Page 3999

Senator Ferguson, You don’t know; all righk,
Now, let us get to 910, this messame ab “u':
Pleaze cdestroy at oncew=rweki :r doc ihoring parc 14 of
my #9072 ard alee #907, #9007 and #'09, picuse Cesbrav at
once the remcining cipher machine and ail machine codegee

and so forihe




