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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”
by SHEN Fu

Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER ONE: WEDDED BLISS

At this time, we were staying in the
home of our friend Lu Panfang, in a house
called Hsiaoshuanglou. A few days after-
wards, Mrs. Lu heard of the story from
someone, and secretly told Yiin: “Do you
know that your husband was drinking a
few days ago at the Bridge of Ten Thou-
sand Years with two sing-song girls?”
“Yes, I do,” replied Yiin, “and one of the
sing-song girls was myself.” Then she
told her the whole story and Mrs. Lu had
a good laugh at herself.

When I came back from eastern
kKwang'tung in July, 1794, there was a
cousin of mine, by the name of Hsii Hsiu-
feng, who had brought home with him 2
concubine. He was erazy about her beauty
and asked Yiin to go and see her. After
seeing her, Yiin remarked to Hsiufeng one
|day, “She has beauty but no charm.” “Do
you mean to say that when your husband
takes azoncubine, she must have both
beauty and charm?”’ answered Hsiufeng.
Yiin replied in the affirmative. So from
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that time on, she was quite bent on find-
ing a concubine for me, bat was short of
cash.

At this time there was a Chekiang
sing-song girl by the name of Wen Leng-
hsiang, who was staying at Soochow. She
had composed four poems on the Willow
Catkins which werg talked about all over
the city, and many scholars wrote poems
in reply, using the same rhyme-words as
her originals, as was the custom. There
was a friend of mine, Hsienhan of Wu-
kiang, who was a good friend of Leng-
hsiang and brought her poems to me, ask-
ing me to write some in reply. Yiin wasn't
interested because she did not think much
of her, but I was intrigued and composed
one on the flying willow catking which fill-
ed the air in May. Two lines which Yiin
liked very much were:

“The softly touch the spring sorrow in my bosom,
And gently stir the longings in her heart.”

On the fifth day of the eighth moon
in the following year, my mother was go-
ing to see Huch’iu with Yiin, when Hsien-
han suddenly appeared and said:
going to Huch’iu, too.
with me and see a Dbeautiful sing-song
girl?” 1 told my mother to go ahead and
agreed to meet her at Pant’ang near
Huch’iu. My friend thendragged me fto
Lenghsiang’s place, I saw that Lenghsiang
was already in her middle-age, but she had
a girl by the name of Hanyiian, who was
a very sweet young maiden, still in her
"teens. & Her eyes looked like an autumn
lake that cooled one by its e¢old splendour.

Will you come along
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After talking with her for a while, I learnt
that she knew how to read and write.
There was also a younger sister of hers, by
the name of Wenylian, who was still a
mere child. I had then no thought of going
with a sing-song girl, fully realizing that,
as a poor scholar, I could not afford to give
a feast in return. But since 1 was there
|already, I tried to get along as best I could.
“Are you trying to seduce me?’ 1
Isaid to Hsienhan secretly.

“No,” he veplied, ‘“someone had invited
me to-day to a dinner in Hanyiian’s place
in return for a previous dinner. It hap-
pened that the host himself was invited by
an important person, and I am acting in
his place. Don’t you worry!”

I felt then quite relieved. Arriving at
Pant’ang, we met my mother’s boat, and I
azied Hanylian to go over to her boat and
meet her. When Yin and Han met each
other, they instinctively toock to -each other
like old friends, and later they went hand-
in-hand to see the famous hill. Yiin was
eapecially fond of a place called “A Thou-
sand Acres of Clouds,” and she remained
there for a long time, lost in admiration of
I the scenery. We returned to-the Bank of
Rural Fragrance where we tied up the
boats and had a jolly drinking party to-
gether.

When we sgtarted on our wayv home,
Yin said: “Will you please go over to the
other boat with your friend, while I share
this one with Han?’ We did as she
sugpested, and I did not return to my boat
until we had passed the Tut’ing Bridge,
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fwhere we parted from my friend and Han-
§ylian. It was midnight by the time we
dreturned home-

8 - “Now I have found a girl who has
i hoth beauty and charm,” Yiin said to me.
1T have already asked Hanyilian to come
{and see us to-morrow, and I'll arrange it
§for you.” I was taken by surprise.

; “You know we are not a wealthy
Hfamily. We can’t afford to keep a girl
tlike that, and we are so happily married.
§Why do you want to find scmebody else?”
*_ “But I love her,” said Yin smilingly.
$“You just leave it to me.”

; The following afterncen, Hanyian
gactually came. Yiin was very cordial to
{her and prepared a feast, and we played
jthe finger-guessing game and drank, but
fduring the whole dinner, not a word was
imentioned about securing her for me.
When Hanyiian had gone, Yiin said, “I
have secretly made another appointment
with her to come on the eighteenth, when
we will pledge curselves as sisters. You
must prepare a sacrificial offering for the
occasion”; and pointing to the bracelet on
her arm, she continued, “if you see this
bracelet appear on Hanyilian’s arm, you'll

understand that she has consented. I have
already hinted at it to her, but we haven’t

got to know each other as thoroughly as
I should like to yet.” 1 had to let her have
her own way.

On the eighteenth, Hanyiian turned up
in spite of a pouring rain. She disappear-
ed in the bed-room for a long time before
she came sut hand-in-hand with Yiin.
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When she saw me, she felt a little shy, for
the bracelet was already on her arm.
After we had burnt incense and pledged an
oath, we continued to drink again. It hap-
pened that Hanyiian had an engagement to
go and visit Shih-hu Lake, and soon she
left.

) Yiin came to me all smiles and said,
“Now that I have found a beauty for you,
how are you going to reward the go-be-
tween?’ 1 asked her for the details.

“I had to broach the topic delicately
-{to her,” she said,
that she might have someone else in mind.
Now I have learnt that there isw’t anyone,
and I asked her, ‘Do you understand why
we have this dinner today? ‘I should feel
greatly honoured if I could come to your

home, but my mother is expecting a lot of | %

me and I can't decide by myself. We
will watch and see,’ she replied. As I was
pubting on the bracelet, I told her again,
‘The jade is chesen for its hardness as a
token of fidelity and the bracelet’s round-
ness is a symbol of everlasting faithful-
ness. Meanwhile, please put it on as a
token of our pledge”’ She replied that
everyvthing depended on her mother. So
it seems that she is willing herself. The
only difficulty is her mother, Lenghsiang.
We will wait and see how it turns out.

“Are you going to enact the comedy
Linhsicagpan of Li Liweng right in our
home$”’

“Yes!” YuP replied.

From that time on, not a day passed
without her mentioning Hanylian’s name,

“because I was afraid

L, RRHAE EHR
PEERE R, REN
Rk HEE SRR

HEWZ I, Bk,
FRRESRE, [H
B, T LIS
§ ST
‘I?Ei ] E ﬁtﬂz = i

UL TR
A REZH, [ At

AHZEE JHH,
[ERAZL, REE

R, MERIR
ﬁ:,i‘&ﬁlﬂiﬁ:,ﬁﬂﬁﬂt

SBZ . R,
AFELE, [ BRKEE |
R, B

REZUB I, |1
H, [ RBaeZHE@ER
5’) Effv’i"*m £y E—
EI@lZo ]
KEE, [N
ﬁ»\:ﬁz I S
SH, Tk

Ewﬁﬁ%aﬁm

3




EAspRERR: ZARK T4

Eventually Hanyiian was married by force :
some influential person, and our arrange-%“&g—&ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ*’
ents did not come off. And Yiin actually|FR. ERILZHE. |
ied of grief on this account. p
(END OF CHAPTER ONE) (& — 5)
(TO BE CONTINUED) (2ERH)
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THE WEST WIND MONTHLY
House 20, Lane 361, Yu Yuen Road, Shanghai
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