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HANDBOOK OF CHINESE POSTAGE STAMPS.
By M. D. Chow.

(continued from last number).
CHUNGKING BISECTED STAMPS.

These bisected stamps were also made from the red 2ct. stamps which
were cut diagonally into halves and used as substitutes for 1lct. stamps.
Instead of special surcharge chop, a circular post mark with double out-
lire was used. The diameter of the outer circle is 25 mm., while that of
the inner, 23 mm. The space inside the circle is divided into three sections
by two cross bars, the upper section containing the two Chinese characters
“Wn|” (Szechuen), and the middle section containing the date in Chinese
“PRXAHZR” or “@ K< AH#=H", Chia Chén 6th moon, 22nd or 23rd
day, equivalent to the 3rd or 4th August, 1904 of the Gregorian Calendar.
(The two Chinese characters “# " are one of the combinations used in the
old mode of recording the Chinese years. There are two sets of these terms,
10 upper ones known as ‘““KF” (Celestial Stems) and 12 lower called “ %
(Earthly Branches). To couple one of the ten “stems” with one of the
twelve “brarches” will form the name of a year. As there are only sixty
different combinations possibly arranged from these characters, they will
repeat and turn out to be exactly alike in every 60 years, thus forming a
sexagenary cycle, This is the most ancient method of recording the year
and was in existence 4,000 years ago, when China first had her written
characters. It is still used in postmarks on some occasions now. As most
foreigners often fail to understand the meaning of these couplets, I take
this opportunity to give a brief explanation here). In the lower section lie
horizontally the two Chinese characters “##” (Chungking), and between
thess two characters, there is a numeral figure showing the ordinal - number
of the branch post office. From what I have seen, I only notice three such
numbers, “2”, “3”, and “6”, and I do not know whether the branch post
offices “1”, “4” and “5” had ever issued any such bisected stamps or not.



There is no means of tracing whether there were any marked with the post
office numbers “7”, “8”, arnd so forth, other than the six as mentioned above.

It is said that the issue of these stamps took place only for 2 days, ie.,
the 22nd and 23rd, and was suspended on the 24th. I have however in my
possession a queer cover bearing the Post Office number “3”, marked with
the date 25th.. Some opine that the figure “5” is the result of an alteration
from the figure “3”, because the Chinese figure “=" can easily be altered
to “5” (1), by adding on two short vertical strokes. But when I compare
very carefully this date chop with that of the 23rd, I find that the two
figures “25” are different from the figures “23” in every respect, and that
it can by ne means be the result of an alteration of the figure “3” to the
figure “5"”. So far nobody can give the reason how this cover could have

received the date chop of “25th”.

{To be continued)

Mr. James Starr’s Visit in Shanghai.

On Saturday, February 21st, some of the members of the Chinese
Philatelic Society had the good fortune to be able to entertain Mr. James
Starr, the well-knowr. American ecollector of 'Chinese stamps, during his
all-toc-short stop-over in Shanghai. Mr. Starr arrived at the Customs
Jetty, from the “Empress of Australia, or. which he was making a round-
the-world trip with Mrs. and Miss Starr, at ten o’clock, a.m. There he was
met by Mr. Theo. Siddall and Mr. 8. J. Mills, who had come from Nanking
for the occasion. '

The remaining hours of the morning were spent with Mr. Siddall and
in visitirg one or two other members of the Society. At two o'clock Mr.
M. D. Chow called for Mr. Starr and Mr. Mills and took them to the
Bankers’ Club, where the Society holds its monthly meetings. Here
Mry, ‘Starr had the opportunity of meeting several of the prominent
‘members of the Philatelic Society and of making the acquaintance of a few
with whom he had been in correspondence from time to time in the past.
A photograph of the group was taken as a souvenir of the event. From
the Bankers’ Club, the whole group went to Mr. Chow’s home, at 286 Yu
Yuen Road, where for a couple of hours and more Mr. Starr and Mr. Chow
gave an exhibition of portions of their remarkable collections.

The original plan was for everybody to accept Mr. Chow’s kind invita-
tion for the evening meal, but, since the last tender left the Customs Jetty
at six O’clock, this was out of the guestion as far as Mr. Starr was con-
cerned. It was with the sincerest of regrets that “good-byes” were said
to Mr. Starr as he left Shanghai to continue his journeyings which will
bring him back home about the middle of April. We are already looking
forward to Mr. Starr’s rext visit to China and trust that it will be possible
for him to make a longer stay in Shanghai at that time.






