Monthly Report, March 2025

Programs

Wikipedia Student Program

Spring 2025 in numbers:
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the Dashboard. Performance at a glance: With 362
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March typically marks the middle of the term for most of our spring classes. After spring break,
students begin to enter the final stages of their Wikipedia assignment. This means they're busy
drafting their work, finalizing sources, and in many cases, moving their work into the live article
space. At the half point, our students have already added almost 2 million words to Wikipedia.

Senior Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal, along with Wikipedia Expert Brianda Felix, held a
session for faculty on drafting work and moving it live. In this session, they went over best
practices for crafting contributions and what to look out for when making those contributions live.
We continued to hold weekly office hours for faculty and will do so through the middle of May.
The Student Program team continued to onboard classes on the quarter system and helped
those from winter quarter wrap up.

At the end of the month, Wiki Education co-hosted a faculty panel with the Linguistics Society of
America. During the session, Helaine facilitated a virtual roundtable with three of our longtime
participating linguistics faculty: Christine Schreyer (University of British Columbia), Anna Lim
(Boston University), and Laurel Stvan (University of Texas at Arlington). We discussed the value
of the Wikipedia assignment in the field of linguistics as well as the power of the assignment as a
pedagogical tool more generally.


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/spring_2025/programs

Scholars & Scientists Program

Courses in progress:

e Anthology of Latino Poets: We started our new Anthology of Latino Poets course in
partnership with Equis. This course is new in that it is being offered simultaneously in
Spanish and English. This entailed translating the Dashboard timeline, as well as the
training modules. Furthermore we are working with interpreters who live-translate our
meetings. We are looking forward to the impact that these 16 participants will have on
Wikipedia.
In March, we signed a partnership agreement with the American Association for State and Local
History (AASLH), our partners for our 250 by 2026 campaign. Project Manager: Digital Heritage
Kelly Doyle Kim worked with AASLH to send out an email promoting our first course; the
responses was so overwhelming we opened up two additional courses, which will start in April.

Communications

Blog posts:

The Wikipedia Assignment: 7 questions with a student editor (March 5, 2025)
“This community is so alive because they are real people” (March 12, 2025)
From backyards to Wikipedia: Science students transform plant species articles
(March 14, 2025)

e Broadcom Foundation continues support to bring diverse figures in STEM to
Wikipedia (March 18, 2025)

e Wikipedia is missing people and perspectives. Here’s how Wiki Education is
changing that. (March 20, 2025)

e A heightened level of accountability and thoroughness: Student expands type 1
diabetes article (March 24, 2025)
Wikipedia in the Classroom (March 27, 2025)
Welcome, Jordan and Kelly! (March 31, 2025)

External Press:

e Professor Katie Holt appointed to Wiki Education’s Humanities and Social Justice
Advisory Committee. The College of Wooster News. (March 12, 2025)

e A Conversation with a Smart Girl (LT Rease Miles feature). Amanda Quintero.
LinkedIn (March 19, 2025)

e \Women'’s History Month Student Work Spotlight: William Alex Wong Emily Caffery.
Baruch College Department of History News, Events, and Recent Publications.
(March 28, 2025)

March was a busy month for Wiki Education's blog, with eight posts that covered a wide range of
topics including student work in STEM and humanities fields, guest contributions by faculty
participants and Wiki Education Chief Programs Officer and Deputy Director LiAnna Davis, and
announcements of new funding and new Wiki Education staff. To promote the Wikipedia Student
Program in anticipation of its spring quarter system priority deadline of March 17,
Communications and Outreach Coordinator Colleen McCoy developed and sent recruitment
emails to quarter system contacts throughout the month. Colleen also published a new
testimonial video short "3 questions with a Wikipedia student editor" featuring a student editor
from the University of Washington, worked with LiAnna and Chief Technology Officer Sage Ross
on a pilot project to run Wikipedia banners at three quarter system schools, and provided
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communications support to Senior Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal throughout webinar
collaborations with the Linguistic Society of America. To support Wiki Education's efforts to
engage academic associations in the life and physical sciences, Colleen developed templates for
cold outreach, requests for introductions, and introductions through personal connections.

In celebration of Women's History Month, Colleen organized, hosted, and moderated the March
Speaker Series webinar "Persistence & Progress: Confronting Wikipedia’'s gender imbalance" on
March 13; it was Wiki Education's highest-attended Speaker Series event of at least the past
year.

Advancement

The Advancement Team welcomed and began to onboard Lauren Batten, our new Senior
Institutional Giving Officer. She will be charged with building and maintaining her own institutional
giving portfolio. Kathleen Crowley, Director of Donor Relations, worked on the priorities and
innovations document for next fiscal year in preparation for drafting sections of the Annual Plan.
Kathleen also created projections for revenue and expenses for the Advancement budget for
2025-26. Kathleen finished writing and mailed a grant application to a new foundation funder for
the Communicating Science initiative in the Wikipedia Student Program. She also drafted and
submitted the Guru Krupa Foundation's mid-year grant report for their support of the
Communicating Science initiative in the Wikipedia Student Program. We received $50,000 from
the Henry Luce Foundation for Student Program support for STEM biographies of women.
Kathleen connected with the folks at LaVant Consulting on Zoom, who Rebecca Cokley, Program
Officer, US Disability Rights at the Ford Foundation connected her to to learn more about their
project to improve the representation of BIPOC people with disabilities on Wikipedia. Kathleen
spent time at the end of the month going over the workings of fundraising in the onboarding
processes of Kelly Doyle, Project Manager: Digital Heritage, Jordan Daly, Chief Administration
and Financial Officer, and Sovannlyly Cheng.

Technology

In March, we deployed a major overhaul of the Dashboard's system for fetching, analyzing and
storing edit statistics. The rollout worked smoothly on Wiki Education Dashboard
(dashboard.wikiedu.org), and after a set of performance refinements, we deployed it to Programs
& Events Dashboard (outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org) as well. Throughout the month, Chief
Technology Officer Sage Ross and software development contractor Gabina Luz worked to
monitor the systems, pinpoint bottlenecks, and make adjustments to process the backlog of
ongoing courses through the new system. After putting each current course through a full update
using the new system, we achieved dramatically improved performance for ongoing updates,
with all Programs & Events Dashboard courses receiving updates every few hours — down from
several days between updates, prior to the rollout. These changes also decreased server load
and database storage requirements, and have resulted in significant reductions in server
downtime for Programs & Events Dashboard. Sage and Gabina will continue working on
remaining causes of occasional downtime in April.

Outreachy interns Esther Timothy and Formasit Chijoh successfully completed their projects,
resulting in improvements in system monitoring (including a user-facing status page), and a
faster and more reliable test suite. (Both projects were very helpful during the rollout of the
statistics overhaul, making it easier to pinpoint problems and deploy fixes quickly.)


https://youtu.be/DMUgj_HSwB4?feature=shared/
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/status

Finance & Administration

The total expenditure for the month of March was $219K, ($40K) under the budget of $259K.
Fundraising was under ($43K), underspending ($40K) in professional services and ($3K) in
payroll. General & Administrative were under ($8K) due to overspending +$11K in payroll, +$7K
in direct and indirect administrative expenditures and +$3K in computer equipment while
underspending ($28K) in audit and accounting and ($1K) in travel. Programs were over +$11K
due to overspending +$18K on payroll, +$12K in professional services and +$4K in
communications while underspending ($13K) in software, ($6K) in travel and ($4K) in indirect
expenditures.
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The Year-to-date expenditures were $1,838K, +$19K over the budget of $1,819K. Fundraising
was under ($46K) underspending ($7K) on travel, ($14K) on payroll and ($32K) on professional
services while over +$7K in marketing. General & Administrative were over +$21K due to
underspending ($22K) on payroll, ($7K) on travel, ($7K) in professional services and ($2K) in
direct and indirect administrative expenditures while overspending +$39K in meetings, +$19K on
office equipment and +$2K in occupancy expenditures. Programs were over +$44K comprised of
underspending ($33K) professional services, ($10K) in software, ($7K) in indirect expenses and
($5K) in communications while overspending +$2K in computer equipment, +$8K in travel and
+$89K in payroll.



Year to Date Expenses March 2025
Actual vs. Plan

51,281
Programs
$1,237
$257
$303

Fundraising

$299
$278

General and Administration

S- $200 $400 $600 $800 51,000 1,200 $1,400
ousands

W Actual ®mPlan



	File:Wiki-edu-png.png 
	Monthly​ ​Report,​ March 2025 
	Programs 
	Wikipedia Student Program 
	Spring 2025 in numbers: 
	 
	Scholars & Scientists Program 
	Communications 

	Advancement 
	Technology 
	Finance & Administration 


