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American System of Education,

There are about 600 universities and collges in the
Unrited States. Most States of the Union maintain a
State University, which is usually located at a distance
from crowded cities. Besides the State Universities
there are universities maintained by the income of
private endowment. Michigan, Minnessota, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Califorsia are State Universities, while Yale,
Harvard, Columbia, Cornell, Princeton, Chicago, and
Stanford are private universities. Of all tlese univer-
sities, about 23 are. of the first grade. These have
faculties of liberal arts, sciences, engineering, agriculture

medicine, law.

Most of the colleges, as distinguished from the univer-
.ait.ies, have only the faculties of arts and sciences. But
there are colleges of medicine and colleges of engineering
and several states have separate colleges of agriculture.
Massachnsets Institute of Tuchnology generally known as
¢ Boston Teck. ” is a good example of an Engineering

college.

Besides thsee universities and colleges, there are tech-
nical schools maintained by big manufacturing coneerns,
They are generally meant for the empluyees of the factory.
These technical institutions are good for those students
who are self-supporting and may secure employment in
such factories. The teaching in factory schools is much
inferior to that of universities or colleges, and foreigners
( specially those from Asia ) have practically no chance to

enter such factories.
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A. Credit System and Credit Defined and Exem-
plified.

American college and university education is based on
credit system In many colleges and universities one
credit or unit is equivalent to one lecture a week. Thus
a student carrying 17 credits or units is attending 17 lec-
tures in a week for a period of one semester, or half-year.
A creditisarranged in sucha way that a student of aver-
age merit has to put in only 3 hours’ work a week for i,
i. e,, one hour's lectnre and 2 hour's work at home to pre-
pare the lesson assigned in the lecture period. Thus, a

student carrying 17 credits or units has to put in a total
of 17 x 3=51 hours a week.

In some universities (Chicago, for example) the quar-
ter system is used. At Chicago an under-graduate carries

three subjects, reciting in each five times a week for
twelve weeks.

B. Time and Credit Required for under-graduate

worl.

The under-graduate work extends over a period of 4
yesrs. The first year after matriculation is the Freshman
year; the second year, Sophomore; the third, Junior; and
the fourth year or the year of graduation is Senior year.
Students belonging to these classes are known respectively
as Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, and Senijors.

~ Thefour years of under-graduate work are divided into
elght semesters,—i. e., there are two semesters in a Col-
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lege year. Durin
i ; g these four years a stud
Plete about 135* eredits. T AR T Sk

C. Oredit Limit.

Generally there is a limit to the number of credits one
may carry each semester. Usually no one is allowed to
take less than 12 credits and more than 17 credits in a
semester. Whatever be the number of cridits a student
carries, he has to complete 185 credits to get the degrees.
Thus, if one takes only 12 credits every semester he has
to spend about 11 semesters to become & graduate.

COURSES OF STUDY.
1. College and Depariment.

A—University generally contains 7 Colleges:—
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
College of Engineering.

College of Agricalture.

College of Medicine.

College of Law.

College of Commerce.

College of Journalism.

Arts and Sciences comprise all pure Sciences
for example— Physics, Chemistry, Botany,

QEHSQWE

(Liberal

and subjects;
History, Literature, Mathematics, ete.)

In some Universities there; are additional Colleges
than the above mentioned seven-e.g. Colleges of Dentistry.

*The requirements in different universities and even
in different departments of a university differ. Genenally
180 to 140 units of undergraduate work are required for

grad uation.

—
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each College is subdivided into various departments, e. g.
in the College of Liberal Arts and Science there are
Physics department, Chemistry department, Mathematies
department, History departmert, ete. 1In the College of
Engineering for example, tbere are departments of Elec-
trical Engineering, Department of Civil Engineering, De-
partment of Sanitary Engineering, etc. Similarly there
are departments in other Colleges also.

2. Requiremenis of Different Colleges.

It has been said before that it requires about 135 cre-
dits to graduate and these 135 credits take about 4 years
to complete. Now all the Colleges just mentioned do not
require the same number of credits for graduation,
Generally the College of Engineering credit requirement
is more than that of ary other College, Thus, in a parti-
cular case, the college of Engineering requires 142 credits,
while the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences require 132,
and the Agricultural College requires only 130.

3. Subjects Taught

The subject requirement for a degree isa little more
complicated than the credit requirement. When it is men-
tioned that 142 credits are necessary for graduation, it
‘means that those 142 credits should be chosen from &
specified group or groups of subjects prescribed by the
department. The subjects required fall under three |
general classes:—

~ a. Major Subject.
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b. Minor Subject.
c. Ilective Subject.

() A Major subject “consists of courses amountiag to
20 hours cx;edits)chose_n from among those designated by
a department and approved by the faculty of the College.
Suech courses are to be exclusive those elementary or begin-
ning courses which are open to Freshmen (1st year) and
inclusive of some distinetly advanced work.”

Sometimes the credit i-equirement in a major subject
is more than 20 but it is seldom more than 24, Major
subjects are more or less specialized studies ofa particular

subject.

b) Minor subjects are those which are also higher
studies for Allied subjects. Thus, lor a student of Phy-
sics, higher Physics wonld form Major subject; while
higher Chemistry and ‘Mathematics will form Minor

subjects A wminimum of 20 units of Minor subject is

necessary for graduation.

(e} Hlective subjects:—Elective subjectsare generally
those which are prescribed for general culture and are
other than the main and allied subjects. Thus, for a stu-
APBtIor Physies, Chemistry and Mat.be':.natics are allied
or minor subjects ; while Economics, History, ete., form
electives. The number of electives required for gradua-

tion is different for different Colleges.

One to six credits constitute a subject and sveral sub-
jects form a semester’s study. To show the relation bet-
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Wween éubject. and credit, the following is reproduced from
one of the Bulietins of a 1st Class University:—

CURRICULUM IN CHEMISTRY
First year

First Semester

Subjects hours or
credits
1. Noye's Inorganic Chemistry

(non metallic elements )... 3
2. German or. French 4
3. College Algebra 3
4. Plane Trigonometry 2
5. Rhetoric and Themes .. et 1
6. Gymnasium ( Physical training ) ... 1
7. Military Drill... e 1

LOLRLIG o) o188 fiash o abest il ABLES
First Year
Second Semester

1. Inorganic Chemistry and

qualitative Analysis... 6
2. German or French 4
3. Analytical Geometry 5
4. Gymnasium 1
5. Military Drill 1
6. Drill Regulations ... 1

18 hrs.
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The following is from Liberal Art’s department:—

(General Business Curriculum

First Year
First Semester.
Subject hours, or
credits

Principles of Accounting ... ..o oo oo ee 3
Economic resourees 3
Rhetoriec and Themes 3
Gymnasium 1
Military Drill 1
College Al :ebra 3
Electives 4

. 18 hrs.’

Second Semester
Principles of Accounting 600 G 3
Economic History of the U. S, A. ... 3
Rhetoric and Themes 3
Gymnasiam 1
Drill Regulations 1
Military Drill 1

12 hrs.

For the first two years of College the subjects taught
in various departments of a College are pratically the
game. This is specially true for the College of En-
gineering From the third year specialization begins
and the sabjects are divided according to Majors, Minors

and Electives.
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ACADEMIC YEAR,
Sessions:

American Universities "are scattered throughout a
country twice as large as India, The academie sessions
begin and close according to locel elimatic or weagher
conditions, which vary a great deal,

Nine months of College work constitutes one aca-
demic year.

The session begins in September ang extends to the
end of January ; and from February to the middle of

Jone. Thus the academie Year is divided into two
semesters,

The University of California starts and closes one

month earlier. The University of Chicago has four
quarters of twelve weeks egch.

Summer Sessions:

Summer sessions or more precisely Summer schools

a8 they are called are an unique American institution un-
known in India,

Summer vaeation lasts for three months from the
middle of June to the middle of September.

Almost every large Un;

versity holds a summer session
of about six weeks.

Distinguished professors, specialists
exchange their seats during this short period teaching in
colleges other than their own.

Daily Attendance:

In the Universities clasg-

) work lasts from 8in the mor-
ning till 6 in the evening wit

h the 1ntermission of an hour
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at noon. The University Library, however, keeps its
doors open till 10 P.M., presenting facilities of study and
research work to the earnest students.

Registration.

A Student’s University career begins with registrat-
ion. In minor details Universities differ from one an-
other as to the mode of registration, but fundamentally
they agree on the main requirements, These are :—

( 4 ) Adjustment of Frerequisites.

The Student is required to furnish certificates and
diplomas, ete., showing the snbjects he has studied before
in Indian schools and colleges, as well as certificate of
good moral character. By this amount and standard of
work the University authorities determine his standing.

( B) Formalities and Fees.

After the adjustment of the pre-requisites for entr-
ance into any of the departments or colleges of the Uni-
versity the stadent has to fill up various forms mention-
ng intended subjects of study. This must be accom pani-
d by payment of fees when required. Of course the
ees vary according to subjects as well as Universities.

( C) Lale Registration. .

An extra charge is made if registration is not com-
leted on the preseribed date. After a certain period has
lapsed no more registration is allowed. Students must

nsure timely registration by starting from India on such A‘:{ 3;?

_date that they may reach here in time for registratiop”
/"

{

4

/

,f/ |
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Prerequisites :

Every student entering » University has ¢ to fulfill &
certain educational requirement which is called Prerequi-
gite. A matriculate of any Indian University, must pro-
duce certificates of high school study covering all the
subjects mnecessary for admission. Physics, Chemistry
with laboratory work and Solid Geometry and Trigono-
metry are among the prerequisites. If the student has
not taken those subjects in the high school, he has to take

them after jrining the University here but this work will
noi be counted for graduntion,

It is advisable to come to this country after finishing
at least one year of College work though two years of
College work in India will make it muel, easier for

the student to follow courses leading to graduation in aB
American University.

Credits in addition to matriculation for any college
work in an Indian university are adjusted as far as they

are equivalent to courses given in ap American - univer-
sity.

EXAMINATION SYSTEM,

A Final Examination qnd Grade -

Unlike the Indian Universities,
work is tested by an eXamination ag the G ]
the American Universities hold eXaminationg g thfend of
each semester which are final for the eoypges taken u; by
a student in that semester. The fing) LT i
subject is not the grade obtained in thq finai examiz Jtion

7
Where two years
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that which is made up of grades received in (a) class re-
citations and ( b)) class quizzes during the semester and
(¢ ) that obtained inthe final examination. Th sis true for
any subject and for every department; thus, in every lec-
ture-period the instructor assings lessons for 'the next
period. The student prepares the lesson and recites it in
the next lecture-period. He is assigned a grade for that
particular day’s work which depends upon the quality of
his recitation. Thus, for every period of class room work
the student gets a grade. Again occasional quizzes:

( exam'nations ) are held during a semester to test the °

progress of the students and for each of these quizzes the
student gets a grade. Thus, the final result of a student
( which is determined ashasbeen said before, by semester
grades ) does not entirely depend upon final or semester
examination but upon the progress of the student from
day to day. In fact, the final examination counts for only
one-third of the final grade and the other two, Recitations.
and Quizzes, for the remaining two-thirds. Thus a student,

who works conscientiously during the semester and keeps
a good grade, is allowed to pass even if his grade.drops-

off below the passing mark in the final.

B. Final Grade and Failures.

The full grade for any one subject is 100 and passing
grade is 7o, i. e; a student must be 707 efficient to pass.

'
A

in a course. If the final grade of a student is below 7o ,q;i- ge

he fails in that subject, and has to repeat that one subjec

4

J
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in some other semester and not all other subjects which
he took along withit. Thus, from the Curriculum of Che-
mistry for first semester of the freshman year (p. 62) it is
sean that a student has to take up 7 subjects ineluding

‘Gymnasium and Military Drill. Now if he fails to pass

in Collega Algebra he has to repeat only that subject in
some other semester and not any one of the remaining

gix. There is a minimum number of e¢redits in which a

student has to pass. This minimum varies between 8

and 12. If the final grade of a student is not above the

passing mark in this minimum number of credits for
two semesters, he is dropped from the roll of the Univer-
sity Thus, at Califoroia University if a "student cannot
keep 8 credits for two consecutive semesters, he is asked
to leave the University.

The Degrees.

American Universities award the followmg Degrees
B. S.—Bachelor of Science,

A. B.—Bachelor of Arts.

LL. B.—Bachelor of Law.

M. S.—Master of Science.

A, M.—Master of Arts.

Ph. D.—Doctor of Philosophy.

D. D. 8.—Doctor of Dental Surgery.

Some Universities such as Yale give Ph., B, which

‘means Bachelor of Philosophy andisequivalent to B.S. or

A. B. Students in schools of Pharmacy get Pn. G. Gradu-
ate in Pharmacy after two years of college work. All of
hat has been suid up till now applies only to under-
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oraduate work, 4. e., t0 work which prepares one for the
degrees of B. S. or A. B. The requirements for the
Bachelor’s degree are about 135 units of College work
which generally extends over a period of four years and
comprises the Major subjects,. the Minor subjects, the:
Electives and often a Thesis.

The requirements of Post graduate work will be dealt i

with under a separate heading.
The Graduate School.

One feature of the first grade American Universities
that should particalarly commend itself to the Indian
students is the ample opportunities of post graduate '
study and research. Graduation 1o fact is only the ,
beginning of the higher specialized study. Most of the
graduate schools are maintained at a very high level of
efficiency their equipmant is most up to date and
privileges of specialization are within reach of all .

earnest students.

The graduate sehools offer to college graduates courses
Jeading to the degrees of M. A. and Ph. D, and degrees
of corresponding gra.de in the technical branches.

E

« They provide”, to qU ote the U. S. Bulletin, '
% opportunitiea for advanced study in the arts and sciences.
and for research similar to those provided by the leading

European Universities. ” .
raduates of the Indian Universities will find M

Thus theg
le of years in any of

it highly profitable to spend a coup

hools of America.
these graduate schools P

P 4
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Education of Women,

In Ameries almost equal care is taken for the educa-
tion of boys and girls. For women students the oppor-
tunities are greater than in any other country. Most of all
the State Universities are co-educational; that is, both
men and women students are admitted snd instructed
there. :

Besides the co-educational State Universities there are
many excellent colleges exclusively for women.
-colleges subjeets of special utility and'interest. t
are given by competent teachers,
ments for indoor and outdoor exe
trainicg. From these colleges he
bighly educated women are gent ou
of national leadershi p.

In those
0 women
There are arrange-
rcises and physical
althy, cultured and
t to take their share

There are already a few women,
studying in Amereian Universitios w
satisfactory.

students from India
h.o find the conditious

Colleges for Women,

1. Bryn Mawr at Phi[adelphia, Pa.
2. Barnard College at Columb
3. Radeliff College at Harwar
4. College of Women in Western Reserve UniverBity.
5. Wellesley Coilege. ( Near Boston. )

Simmons College (specializes in Scientifie courses)
Boston, Mass,

7. Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N, Y.
8. Gowcher College, Bultimore, Mq,

18 University.
d Univeraity.

&
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Requisites For Entry Into U. S. 4.

According to U. 8, A. Immigration Rules, India is

in the barred zone and its inhabitants are prohibited im- "

migrants into the U. 8. A. There are exceptions amongst
whom are Students, professional men, merchants, travel-
Jers ote. It is necessary however, to prove the claim for
exemption and in order to do so it is necessary to get a
document stating the object of going to the United States,
the approximate period of stay there in, what oceupation

has been followed during the first two preceding years at
least, what will be the means of maintenance during the

proposed period of stay and if the applicant is free from
Trachoma, Hookworm, Clonorchis-sinensis-ova ( & sort
of worm in liver ), in short, free from any contagious or
loathsome disease and is in general good health.

ament must be certified by an official compe-
ister oaths and attested by the American
the applicants domicile. It is also
necessary to have & letter of invitation from the college
to which the student is going for further education and
to have a passport duly vised by the Americn Consul.
One should note that compliance with above stated con-
ditions will not guarantee admission into the U. 8. A.

This doe
tent to admin
Consul nearest t0

The right to admit aliens of any race or nationality
is primarily vested by law in the Immigration Inspectors
at the various ports of entry following a medical exami-

/"4.'

AT
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nation, but if they reject any alien he then has the right
to appeal to the Secretary of Labour at Washington, who
generally holds a special enquiry into his case.

Duplicate copies of all the above certificates must bs
presented and the school to which the applicant desires to

proceed must have made arrangements and given certain

guarantees to the Secretary of Labour at Washington, be-
fore he can be admitted,

It is suggested that the applicant provides himself
with certitied duplicate copies of his certificates and
write at once Lo his college requesting them to make the
necessary arrangements with the Secretary of Labour so

that he will not have any difficulty with the Immigration
authorities at his port of entry.
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Thos. Cook & Son Ltd.
P. 0. Box 4.
Bombay.
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