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LIRS

ADDRESS TO THE READER.

Ubique patriam, reminisce.

BELIEVE me, I think, some Apology’s due,

Of course, Candid Reader, T'll make one to you,

The’ Critics may cavil, for ever and ever,

1 dread not their frown, nor solicit their favor.
Then, as for my rhyming—in sooth, you must know it,

I never pretended to be a great poet,

1 write not for bread, and care little for pelf,

But scribble, to please my good rrizxnps and myself.
Too partial, perhaps, to my Writings, of late,

Tuey urg’d me to publish—The Ozpran Boy’s Fate;®

1 did as they wish’d, and the constant demand

For the poor little Boy, whom all took by the hand,

_ So flatter’d my hopes, that, to mend his condition,}

I publish’d a Second, Third, Feurth, Fiftb, Edition.
But, believe me, I am not so fond of the treasure

Igainby the work, as the ultimate pleasure

It gives me to find, both the high and the low
With sympathy melt, with compafsion o’erflow ;
And children, with sweet pearly drops in each eye,
Lament, whilst they yea‘d, his hard fate with a sigh.

#* A Pathetic Tale—See British Critic for November 1799, Article 18.
+ The ensuing Editions were published with Additions.
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Engagements in bus’nefs, fill most of my time,
And little, indeed, can I trifle with rhyme;
But having invented a mode grand and new,
T* exhibit the BirMincuam TRADES at a view,
1 thought a Description, in brief, of the place,
Some StrANGERs might please, to my Towxsmex do grace,
And, though it be told, in a plain, simple way,
May act as a Guide, when they take a survey.
Eight hours every day my Museon I *tend,
To wait on each Traweller, Stranger, or Friend.
‘To design Works of Fancy, and Sketches to make,
You'll allow in each day a few moments will take ;
Some scores of young Artists, with hearts full of joy,
If trade’s brisk or dull, thus have constant employ !
And ev’ry day teems with some works rare and new,
" ‘Which, craTis, to all, I exhibit to view.
Domestic affairs seldom trouble my head,
(My partner, for life, in all those takes the lead;)
But my children to teach, moral lefsons impart,
Of course, as a parent, lies nearest my heart:
Some hours in a week, then, I hope yow’ll agree,
At least, to that purpose, devoted should be.
Arrange ev'ry order, sum up each account,
You'll, surcly,\ allow, to some hours must amount ;
And tradesmen must own, that no time should be lost
The ledger to keep, and the daybook to post s
Correspondents to answer ; each invoice o’erhaul,
Be pleas’d, Cundid Reader, to know—1I doall t
of fime Tve but little to spare for inditing,
Let candour excuse, then, all faults in my writing.

Muscum, Brrmincran,
JAN. 1, 1800



INTRODUCTION.

Tantum modo incepto opus est : catera res expedict.

SALLUST.

\

WHEN Wozrxs of Gex1usclaim the votive lay,

‘Where shall the Muse her first devotion pay ?

Or how,' when once she takes the pen in hand,

Her course pursue? or where attempt to stand ?
Methinks I hear dame Prudence, whisp'ring, say,

¢ Forego thy task, forbear the votive lay ;

¢ A work like thine requires more skill and wit,

¢ To wiser heads the arduous task submit.’
To what she whispers, freely would I yield,

If any one, besides, would take the field.

Full many, equal to the theme, I find,

But none, to undertake it, seems inclin’d.

Oft have I urg’d, but urg’d, alas! in vain,

None, yet, has dar'd to ‘tempt th’ advent’rous strain.
The task be mine—If honor, forth, it calls,

‘That honor on the Arts, and Artists, falls;

I seek no praise, to plaudits lay no claim,

(My pt;n, I fear, will never raise my fame.)

But rest contented, hoping to produce

A work of novelty, and general use.



[ vin ]

No high-flown metaphors shall lead the Muse
In mazy labyrinth, her way to lose,
Or soar, on eagle wings, with vain pretence,

But, in plain language—thus the work commences

.“ﬂ’ -




POETIC SURVEY

ROUND
- Birmingham, &c.
AN

SUPPOSE some TRAV'LLERS, at an Inn set down,
And INNs * there are that grace this TRADING TOWN,
Where elegance and taste, at once, combine
With well stor’d larders—<ellars stock’d with wine;
Clean well air'd rooms—for those who pafs the night,
Each nosT, and nosTess, civil and polite.
High mettl’d horses, every Inn can boast,
For thofe, in haste, who wish to travel post;
No chaises can be found more neat or clean,
From Dover cliffs to Tweed, or Gretna Green,
Should TravELLERS incline to spend a day,
And thro’ this SEaT of ArTs should wish to stray,

1 For a card of the principal Inns, &c. See plate F. in Magnificent Directory.
B
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To point each devious path shall be my pride,

Well pleas'd (if they’ll accept) I'll be their GuipE.

Or, if th’ adjacent spots, that greet the eye,

Which, from St. Philip’s Dome, with ease we ’spy,

Will gratify their taste, I'll climb that height,

And, from the CuroLra, indulge their sight.
For strangers, freely, fhall command my pow'r,

To guide their footsteps, at a leisure hours

And, whilst surrounding objects they survey,

Some knowledge of the diff 'rent scenes convey.

Tho’ little of the kind I have to spare,

Yet what I have, I'm sure, I'll freely share,

And, any little child, by chance, you meet,

May name each Pusric BuiLping, and each StreeT.

Or any stranger guide, and easy tell

The way to ev'ry Inn—or Grand Hotel.

Of course I can, with ease, each Fact'ry show, .

And say—* There HanpsworTH lies—or there Sono.”
Then, where yon Crofs salutes the azure skies,

See PuiLir’s® noble dome majestic rise ;

My station there I’ll fix—as suiting best,

Then, faithful guide you—North, East, South, or West.
South-west the Founpry, 2 and the Brass-uouse 3 stand,

The CrescenT,? and the WaarFs, 4 rich views command ;

1 8t. Philip’s is one of the handsomest Churches and Church-yards in England 3
Jt is situated on an eminence, and commands a beautiful and extensive
Prospect. The walks around it are planted yvith trees. See plate H, of
Magnificent DireQory,

2 Dearman and Francis's Iron Foundry, Magnificent DireQory, plate U,
3 Works belonging to the Brafs Company, plate L, 4 Sce plate G,
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The MoNuMENT, * near Lapy-woob, ? you'll view,
There SpriNGFIELD's® seen—the CoTTaGE* lics perdue,
Near yonder terrace walk, so clean and neat,
There GiLes and ForresT oft prepare a treat
Of healthy bev'rage ; Porter, stout and strong,
To renovate old age, or cheer the young.
Beneath your eye—north-west, you'll view St. Paut’s, 3
And where, in yonder vale, the water falls,
Where locks impede the current’s rapid force,
A grand Canaw © there takes its devious course;
In mazy windings round the town it bends
Its circling course ; at south-south-east it ends,
Tho’ various branches from its trunk extends.
Now further glance your eye beyond the town,
‘Where purple Heaths” appear, or dusky brown,
Close by yon Laxe’s ® pellucid stream, behold
A Gotaic Pire,® which seems some cent’ries old,
VuLrcanic FaNcy there display’d her taste, v
And rear'd the fabrick on the barren waste ;

1 Belonging to Parrot Noel, Esq.

2 Seat of Colonel Rann. ’ .

3 Seat of Thoimnas Barker, Esq.

4 Cottage of Content,

5 St. Paul's Chapel is a very neat stone building ; there is an Altar Piece of St,
Paul’s Conversion, in stained glafs, executed by the ingenious and
celebrated Mr. Eginton, of Handsworth—(plate N.)—whcse elegant works
are so much admired at Oxford, Windsor, Fonthill, and various other parts
of Great Britain and Ireland.

6 Birmingham Grand Canal.

7 Birmingham Heath,

8 Hockley Pool, a beautiful lake of water, plate A.

9 Hockley Abbey, the seat of Mr, Richard Ford, do.

B2
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The ForcE materials for the work provides,
Rude cinders clothe the front—compose the sides.
Where bogs and brakes, and marshy fens were seen,
We now behold a turf-enamel’d green;
It’s hoary sage, withdrawn from toil and care,
Both ease and solitude pofsefses there ;
The mofs-clad turrets, ivy-clasp’d, o’er grown,
Look as if PEace had mark’d the spot her own.
~ On Yonder gentle slope, which shrubs adorn,
Where grew, of late, ¢ rank weeds,”” gorse, ling, and thorn,
Now pendant woods, and shady groves are seen,
And nature there afsumes a nobler mien.
There verdant lawns, cool grots, and peaceful bow'rs,
Luxuriant, now, are strew’d with sweetest flow’rs,
Reflected by the lake, which spreads below,
All Nature smiles around—there stands Sono !'*
Sono ! 2—~where GEn1us and the ArTs preside,

Evrora’s wonder and BriTann1a’s pride ;
Trny matchlefs works have rais’d Old England’s fame,
And future ages will record thy name ;
Each rival Nation fhall to thee resign
The Parm of TasTE, and own—"tis justly thine ;
Whilst Commerce shall to thee an altar raise,
And infant Genius learn to lisp thy praise :
Whilst Art and Science reign, they'll still proclaim
Trine! ever blended, with a BouLToN's name,

1 The scat of M. Boulton, Esq. plate A.

2 Scho, about two miles from Birmingham, on the Walsall and Wolverhampton Road.
Fora view of this elegant and splendid manufactory, see plate T
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Behold, due north, a stately building stands, *
‘Whose friendly portal wide to all expands.

The poor, if sick or lame, there find relief,
To calm their anguish or afsuage their grief.
By voluntary gifts the pile was rear'd,

By voluntary aid each patient’s cheer'd, L
And what must be acceptable to heav’n,

Relief to strangers, there is freely giv'n;

The Sons of GALEN anxious cares exprefs,

To ease their patients pain and sooth distrefs ;

Like good Samaritans, with pleasure toil,

And freely pour their balsam, wine, and oil.

Near north by east, BArr Beacon 2 greets your eye,
More to the right, you'll AsTon s turrets spy.
BrITANNIA BrEW'RY, nearer view, between,

And o’er that Conic Tow'r 4 lies NEcHELL’S GRrEEN. ¢

In that neat Square, St. Mary's © you'll behold,
Whose vane is tipp'd and shines with burnish’d gold.
Beyond it, Aston JuncTion’s? plainly seen,

‘Where boats seem sailing o'er the verdant green ;

1 Birmingham General Hospital.—It was opened in 1779 for the reception of
patients, since which period mno lefs than 22,373 have happily experienced
its bountiful effects.

2 Near which is the seat of Joseph Scott, Esq.

3 Aston Hall, the seat of Heneage Legge, Esq.

4 Aston Glafs House, the Manufactory of Mefsrs. Smart, Jones, and Co. See

plate W. in Magnificent Directory. '

6~ At which are the Rolling and Thimble Mills, belonging to Mr. Rose.

6 St. Mary’s Chapel, is a neat octagon brick building, with a beauti ful stone spire.

7 Aston Junction Wharf, adjacent to the elegant and extensive Porter Brewery of

Mefsrs, Clay, Bairs, Farley & Co.
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The busy WHARFINGERS, intent on gain,

Their vefsels load—and ply the rattling crane.

The boatmen sit at ease, their pipes they smoak,
Or, with each other, crack a harmlefs joke ;
Whilst some the sluices ope—the waters flow

In torrénts, rushing, to the locks below,

Where, by the hedge-row masts, in numbers glide,
Boats, carts and coaches, pafsing side by side.

Just o’er the Union MiLr-—exact north east,
Behold a pile, which marks the owner's taste;
Where ELEcANCE and NEATNESS both unite,

And DuppesTon ¥ in splendor greets your sight.
On this side Wasnwoop Heatn 2 see BEnneT's-HiLL,?
" And SartLEY village—close by yonder mill.

More to the East are seen, majestic trees,
That court the freshnefs of each gentle breeze ;
Whose spreading branches, thick, umbrageous fall,

Retir'd amidst their foliage—lies VauxsaLL: 4
A rural spot, where tradesmen oft repair

For relaxation, and to breathe fresh air:

The beauties of the place attractive prove,

To those who quiet and retirement love ;
There, freed from toils and labours of the day,

Mechanics with their wives, or sweethearts, stray ;

't Duddeston Hall, the seat of S, Galton, Esq. 2 Residence of Jos. Sheldon, Efq.

3 Theseatof W.Hutton, Esq. F.A.S.S. the ingenious Authorof the History of
Birmingham, &c. &c. &c. :

4 Vauxhall is a pleasant place, about a mile from the centre of the town.—In
summer it furnishe§ amusements similar to those of London, music, &c.
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or rosy children, sportive, trip along, ’ N
To see rare Fire-works—or to hear a Song:
For oft, in Summer, Music’s secret pow’rs,
Woos thousands to VauxuaLrt, to pafs their hours.
Next Asutep * view—the Chapel’s plainly seen,
The Barracks for the troops, lie just between.
BartnoroMEW's ? you'll see about due east,
Smarr Heatn extends beyond, two miles at least.
Where curling eddies of black smoke ascends,
STeaM-Encines? wond'rous force and pow’r portends,
A WatT and Bourton's Fame they sure must raise,
Far, far beyond, my Muse’s feeble praise ;
Tho’ on a theme so grand she’d wish to shew,
- Respect to TALENTS and to GEN1us due.
These Locks, and Boats, and Bridges, now you'll view,
Point out a fresh Canar,4 and Junction new :
Thence boats to WARWICKI and to STRATFORD go,
And thence—where silver Tuames and Avon flow.
Now, more beneath your eye, see, to the right,

St. MarTIN's® beauteous spire attracts your sight.

1 Ashted is a new built Hamlet adjoining the town; having a very neat
-Chapel ; and the Barracks are situated there—about a mile from the centre
of Birmingham,

2 Chapel of St. Bartholomew.

3 Watt and Boulton’s ingenious and celebrated Steam Engine, secured to them not
only by a common Patent, but by Actof Parliament, plate Q.

4 The Warwick and Stratford Canal. . ‘

5 A very ancient Church, with one of the most beautiful Spires in the kingdom.
This Church has an exceilent peal of twelve bells, and a very musical set of
chimes. For a distant view of the steeple, see Magnificent Directory,
plate D,
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Those Trees that wave below, by yonder Moar, *

The antient Manor of our Lords denote ;
The STrREAMLET which beyond you now may see,
For we’ve no River else,—is call’d the Rea.2
South-east lies DEr1TEND and BorpESLEY 3 rare,
Both fam’'d alike for good and “special ware.
Camp-niLL 4 upon yon summit you'll espy, "
Beyond, Fair Hirr ® and MoseLEy WakE they lie.
More south stands MoseLEY ViLLAcE—just below,
Where cedars, ash, and lofty poplars grow,
Lies Moserey HaLL, ¢ near which is Cannvon HirL,
And, just beyond that Caurch,” the PEssLe MiLL.
See NorToN ® spire, upon yon rising ground, |
And num’rous villas lie dispers’d around ; !
Those hills beyond, are Bromsgrove Lickey nam'd,
More for their barrennefs, than beauty, fam'd.
Moor GreeN,® and SeLLy Oak,*° lie south by west,
In Nature’s verdant liv'ry, gaily drest;
EpcrasToN’s' ! rural beauties intervene,

And fairest landscapes fill the chequer’d fcene.

1 Moat House, originally the seat of the Lords de Birmingham, now the Manufac-
tory of Mr. Thomas Francis.

2 A mere brook, serving to turn mills.

3 Two Manufacturing Hamlets adjoining Birmingham,—For a view of the Chapel,
&c. sce plate S.

4 Foran account of a curious battle fought there in 164 3—See Hutton's History
of Birmingham, :

5 Once the residence of the Rev. Dr, Priestley : also of the late Dr. Withering.

6 Seat of John Taylor, Esq. 7 Edgbaston Church, 8 King’s Norton.

9 Seat of Thomas Rufsell, Esq. 1o Seat of James Bingham, Esq. =

11 Ed baston Hall, seat of Lord Calthorp. -
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Now, gently, to the right, your eyes incline,

And mark where Barges float along yon line,*

Till disappearing, * in the dark profound,’

They sail some thousand yards beneath the ground ;
From thence emerging, swiftly on they glide,

To reach the confines of the Severn’s side.

‘What, tho’ we boast no River’s genial source,
And, to old Ocean, rocks impede our course,
Impervious mountains, yielding to our skill,

We pierce their centers, and the vallies fill;
Direct their springs, construct a NavicaTion,
To waft our ComMERCE to each distant nation ;
And shew, where’er our PATTERNS are unfurl'd,
For works of FaNcy, we outstrip the WorLD.

The CoaL and TiMBer W HARFS see just below,
South-west stand IsLiNcToN, and HacLEY Row;
Beyond, the RavenuursT? and HarsorNe? lie;

South-west by west, you may the Licutwoops* spy;

1 The Worcester and Birmingham Canal—no lefs celebrated for its breadth and
deep cutting, than for its famous arched Tunnel near King’s Norton, which is
nearly two miles in length, sixteen feet wide, and eighteen feet high;
but so perfectly straight, though it was begun at the extremities, as to be
distinctly seen through. It is allowed to be one of the greatest curiosities
of the kind in Great Britain, and redounds highly to the honour of that eminent
engineer Cartwright. This tunnel is so extensive in the centre, where
Barges pafs and repafs, that the Royal Arch Masons of Birmingham held a
regular Chapter there in August 1795.

2 Seat of J. Wigley, Esq.
3 Seat of Thomas Green, Esq.
4 Seat of Jonathan Grundy, Esq.

. C
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Three miles beyond exhibits to your view,
Those ruril scenes® that SuEnsToNE"s pencil drew.
Around, in various parts, you'll RuINs trace,
Mementos sad, of RioT and disgrace ;
REL1G10N O'er these relics drops a tear,
And SurersTiTION shrinks, appal'd with fear;
The Musk laments the scene, but draws a veil,
And, in oblivion, sinks the haplefs tale.
Near Lapy Grove? agasn you may descry,
The tow’ring MoNuMENT ascending high;
The Beaks3 and SuireLanNDd Harr,4 see to the right,
And, west-ward, SMETHWIcK® Brass-works meet your sight ;
‘Where clouds of smoke in lofty columns rise,

And sable exhalations dim the skies.

1 The Leasowes, a most delizhtful and enchar;ting spot, near Hales Owen—
once the residence of Shenstone, the celebrated pastoral Poet; whose
taste and genius form’d the place, from a rude uncultivated waste. It is
about four miles from Hagley, the seat of Lord Lyttleton.

2 Residence of Mr. Wm, Walker, merchant, Congreve-street.

3 Residence of Mr. J. Rabone, merchant.

4 Residence of Mefsrs. Cairns and Frears, merchants.

5 Very extensive Works, belonging to the Smethwick Brafs Company, about three
miles from Birmingham,—Mefsrs. Boulton and Watt, have erected there a
complete Iron Foundry, in which the power of their steam engines is applicd
to the boring of cylinders, pumps, &c. to drilling, turning, or blowing
smelting furnaces, and whatever tends to abridge human labour. The
following facts shew the wonderful powers of their engines ; one bushel of
coals applied to one of them, will - raise 30,000,000 of pounds weight of
water one foot high, 3.ooo;ooo ten feet high, or the like proportion to any
given height. For a particular account of these stupendous works, see
notes to Dr. Darwin’scelebrated Botanic Garden.—About two miles on this
side Smethwick, are the Glafs Works of Mr. John Hawker, for a view of
which, see plate O in Magnificent Directory,
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Our circuit now complete, around the Town,
Ere from this eminence we venture down,
Be pleas'd to look once more t'ward WingoN GRrEEN,®
‘Where glittering spears, and MARTIAL troops, are seen,
Where splendid AANNERS, BRITAIN'S ARMS display;
And VoLuNTEERS are rang'd in fair array.

When dangers? threat’ned NepTune's favourite IsLe,
Ere Britisu bulwarks thunder'd off the NiLg,3?
A warlike band arose, a valiant host,
To guard the fam'd BRiTANNIA'S sea-girt coast ;
InTERIOR CouUNTIES, fir'd with ardent zeal,
Pour’d forth their sons, to guard the Common-weal ;
AssociaTeEp Cores, join'd HEART and HAND,
And BirmiNgHAM produc’d a chosen band,
Of Hoxrsk 4 and Foor, >—to aid their Country's cause,
Protect their King, their LiserTy, and Laws.
These are the troops, in training, now you view,
The HorsEMEN, ScARLET wear, the Foot, TruE BLuk.

1 Mr. Pickering’s academy, near Birmingham Heath.

2 When there was a rumour of an intended invasion.

3 Alluding to Nelson's brilliant victory, Aug. 1, 1798,

4 The Loyal Birmingham Light Horse Volunteers, commanded by Capt. Pearson.
5 The Birmingham Loyal Afsociatien, Lord Brooke, Colonel Commandant.

035~ The above respectable corps are composed of Gentlemen of the town, who furnish
themselves, at their own expence, with elegant cloathing, arms, and accou-
trements. They amount to upwards of 500 strong, and have evinced great
zeal and attention to the interests of the town, The alacrity and readinefs
of the Afsociation to serve in cases of emergency, or to afsist in extinguish-
ing fires and protecting property, has often, deservedly, call'd forth the thanks
and approbation of the inhabitants.

c2
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Now, soft descending, from this height, we'll trace
The different MaNuracT RIES of the place;
But works so various BirmincHam displays,
To view them all, would take some length of days.
Therefore each courteous READER, sTRANGER, n.uzui:,
Back to your Inn, be pleas’d your way to bend ;
T’ amuse you there, I'll do the best I'm able,
And give a brief DescripTioN—in a FasLe. .

S It was originally the Author's intention to annex ¢ Tony Lumpx1N's Ramble
thro' BrIRMINGHAM,” written for, and spoken by Mr. MuNDEN, atthe
Theatre last Season, and received with such unbounded applause :—But as the
RamsLE of the Gops contains a more circumstantial account of the different
MANUFACTORIES, &C. he presumes it will be more acceptable te the
Public—to whom he submits it, with all due deference.




RAMBLE OF THE GODS

THROUGH

BIRMINGHAM.

A TALE.

¢¢ Eranti, paffimque oculos per cunta ferenti.”

SOMETIME ago, I'm told, a rambling fit

Seiz’'d on AroLro, Gop of Song and Wit;

He spoke to Mercury, and ask'd if he

To Earth a while would bear him company ?

¢ With all my heart,” said he, ¢ Ilong to know,

¢ And see what's pafsing in the world below.

¢ Then, if you please, I'll lead for you the way ;"

For HerMEs oft conducts the Gobs, they say.
Baccrus, who heard it, whisper'd, thro’ the sky,

That soon they meant to quit the realms on high,

Propos'd that their example he might follow,

Which was with joy accepted by Arorro.

Tuey went, and leave of absence ask’d of Jove,

Then sallied gaily forth from ReaLms aBOVE.



22 RAMBLE OF THE GODS

To Brrtain's IsLe, with speed, they bent their flight,
And lighted HERE," just on the edge of night ;
ImmorTAL forms they veil’d in dark disguise,

And seem’d like mortal men, to mortal eyes.

Old Vurcan’s Smithy soon, with ease, they found,
Directed by the thund'ring anvil’s sound ;

To see the limping Gob they straight repair,
Secure of finding friendly welcome there.

The moment they approach’d, old Vurcan knew
His coprike guests, and then to meet them flew ;
His hammer thrown aside, he Lime’Dp apace,
Alternate each he clasp’d, in close embrace ;
Straight to his Cazin then the Gobs he led

To pafs the night, and take a friendly bed.

"The best of ev'ry sort was order'd out,

Rum, Branpy, WiNE, with ALE and PorTER stout;
O’erjoy’d, on earth, to see such worthy friends,
The sparkling glafs he round the table sends.

They talk’d of former times, they sang and laugh'd,
They smok'd, crack’d jokes, and friendly bumpers quaff’d;
As Nectar, BaccHus prais’d the amber ale,
Arovrvro sang, and HerMES told a tale.
The HosT well pleas’d, the guests quite blythe and gay,
In mirth and glee the ev’'ning pafs'd away.

The Gops now told their errand—Vurcan smil'd—

With various anecdotes the time beguil'd ;

1 In Birmingham,
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And ¢ vow'd, next day, if they would walk at leisure,
¢ That he’d be happy to attend their pleasure.’
They ask’d about the PovLice * of the place,
And much he wish'd to do his Townsmen grace ;
For in th’ administration of the laws,
Both equity and justice judge ecach cause. 2
He told them, * that the Officers were few,
¢ Of ConsTaBLES and BaiL1Frs,? each buttwo:
¢ The latter privileg'd are, ev'ry year,
¢ To treat their friends and neighbours with good cheer ;
¢ And those invited to each Civic FeasT, ,
¢ Cost nim, who treats, one hundred pounds at least.’
He said, * Inferior Courts sat once a week, '

¢ For those who petty debts were forc'd to seek ;

1 In 1789, the Author had the honor, in conjunction with George Simcox, Esq.
(now one of our worthy Magistrates), and several Gentlemen in the neigh-
bourhood of St. Paul's, of forming the first Committee, and establishing a
Nightly Patrole in that district, for preserving the peace, and securing the
property of the inhabitants. The Jaws and regulations were approved of
and soon after adopted throughout the town, which was afterwards divided
into 1 3 districts, each governed by a Committee of their own. The utility
and advantages resulting from these Institutions, and the good order and
regularity which has since prevailed, in such districts where the Patrole is
continued, has fully evinced their beneficial effects; and as one of the
Comnmittee always attends the Patrole, in their nocturnal perambulations,
every Member of the Society cheerfully obeys the summons of the Night

Constable, whenever it comes to his turn.

2 Our Magistrates, much to their bonor, sit at the Public Office a few hours every

day for the dispatch of businefs.

3 The High and Low Bailiffs, two Constables, and a Headborough, are chosen

annually from the most respectable inhabitants of the town.
#4* No salary or emolument is annex’d to the offices in Birmingham !
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¢ Procrastination there, is seldom-known,
¢ The Judges soon award each one his own.”
And, tho’ they seem’d to wonder, VuLcaN swore,
¢ They oft determin’d thirty suits* an hour.’
Of sim’]ar CourTs we've many in the land,
Whose laws, like those of MepEs and Persians, stand ;
For when the Jupces set their hand or seal,
From their decision, there is na appeal.
¢ Th’ INuaBrTANTS,” he said, ¢ take old and young,
¢ Might then amount to Erguty THOUSAND strong.
¢ Of CuurcHEs 2 there are Two, of CuareLs Four,
¢ And of DissENTING MEETINGS near a score.’
Of Public Charities we have our share,
To which all freely give, who ought can spare;
For independent of the Levies 3 clear,
Which net, near Tuirty THousanp Pounns per year,
There’s various Institutions, 4 where, indeed, N
Relief’s afforded to the poor in need,
Who oft, with grateful hearts, those gifis receive,
Which lib’ral doners oft so freely give.
3 The Court of Requests, for the recovery of any sum under 408.—The Author
has often known above 100 causes determined in lefs than three hours.
2 St. Martin's and St. Philip's Churches. The Chapels of St. Bartholomew, St.
Mary, St.-Paul, and St. John, in Deritend.
3 Levies for the Poor are collected atout eighteen times per annum, at the rate of
6d. in the pound each levy, on all houses above six pounds,
4 The General Hospital, the Dispensary, the Blue Coat Charity School, and one
belonging to the Difsenting Meetings, all supported by Voluntary Contri-
butions; also the Benevolent Society, and Subscriptions for Bread, Coals,

Soup, &c. &c. which are distributed amongst the lower order of the people,
every week, during the winter,
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Of Pusric Praces for AMUSEMENT, we
~ Can boast of little more than Two or THrEE: *
Of LisrARIES rare,? we number two,
One call’d the OLp, the other styl'd the New.
We've MaiLs and COACHES, HOURLY setting out
For ev'ry Tow~ and CouNTy round about,
And safe conveyance had to ev'ry part,3
For East, WEest, NorTH and SouTs, they daily start.
Of handsome HackNey CoacHES we’ve our share,
But yet no Act to regulate their fare ;
Of course the CoacHMEN charge whate’er they please,
Tho’ few are found extorting extra fees ;
You'll find them steady fellows, and quite willing,
To drive you several streets’ length for a shilling ;

25

x The Theatre, the Bowling Greens, &c. at Vauxhall, the Apollo in Deritend,

and one near the Crescent ; there are also Public Concerts and Afsemblies,
every fortnight at the Hotel, during the winter,—The TuEATRZ is a
noble structure, and is reckoned, for its size, one of the handsomest in
Great Britain: it is open during four months in the summer, viz. June,
July, August, and September, and the most eminent London and Pro-
vincial Performers are usually engaged for the season. The machinery
and scenery are excellent, and the Manager spirited and attentive. We
formerly had two Theatres ; that in King-street is converted into a Difsent-
ing Chapel.—The New-street Theatre was burnt by accident in 1792, and
the present superb building rose, like a Phanix, from its ashes: for a
view of which see Magnificent Directory, plate C.

2 There are two excellent Libraries, the first established in 1779—the latter in

1796, to which any stranger may be introduced by a subscriber. |

3 London Coaches start, daily, from the Castle, the Dog, the George, Saracen’s Head,

the Rose and Swan Inns, &c. and Mails every day from some of the above,
for Bristol, Shrewsbury, Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, &c. °
The London Mail sets off every afterneon, from the Dog Inn, exactly at
three o'clock, and the Bristol, at five, from the Castle,

D
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Two sHILLINGS to Vauxuarr's their usual fare,
Or EicuTeen-pENCE the CRESCENT or the Square; *
But those who visit HANDswoRrRTH ? or SoHo,
Had better make a bargain, ere they go.
Of Banks we've Four, 3—than which none in the lan;i
Upon a steadier, firmer basis stand.
When Stocks were low, and discount’s rapid force,
Had almost drain’d Orp Asr’am’s grand resource,
The Credit of our BaNkErs firmly stood, -
As sterling'Gow, their NoTEs were full as good,
Nor e'er were question’d—\all throughout the land.
The Reason’s plain—They pay ¢ vroN DEMAND.
Old Vulcan said, ¢ Of one thing he was sure,
¢ The atmosphere we breathe is clear and pure;
-¢ The num'rous Fires around,’ he said, * bid fair,
¢ T* expel all Varours, purify the Air:
¢ And thotgh, in some things, Doctors differ still,
¢ To controvert that truth, there’s none that will.’
Our STREETS are spacious, BurLpines neat and clean,
As in a Trapine TowN were ever seen, ‘
And FirreeN THousAND Houses here you'll find,
With thrice TEn Trousanp Sxoes arrang’d behind.

3 St. Paul's Square.—N. B. Since corn has been so very high, the Author finds the
Fares have been advanced to os.

2 A very handsome village about half a mile beyond Soxo, surrounded by Gentle-
mens’ séats.

3 Three of the Banks have honored the Author with their Firms for his Magnificent
Directory. See plate A,
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The STREETS are pav'd, 'tis true, but all the stores
Are set the wrong wayeup, in shape of cones,
And STrANGERS limp along the best pav'd street,
As if parch’d peas were strew’d beneath their feet ;
Whilst custom makes the NATives scarcely feel
Sharp pointed pebbles® prefs the toe or hecl.

Of anNuaL Fairs, indeed, we have but few,
Yet rest well satisfy'd with only Two ;2
But those who favourite dainties often seek,
Will find there are, three markETs every week ;
And Epicureans, then, may have their wish,
And tho’ an inland place, find good fresh fish ;
For many schemes suggested, have been tried,
To have our markets constantly supplied
With ev'ry thing that’s good, and cheap in reason,
Fruit, Fish or Fowl, and rarities in scason :3
And as for Meat, each Butcher in his station,
Will safely swear, ¢ No better’s in the Nation.’

» The following authentic anecdote will shew how far custom reconciles people, to
what others imagine inconveniencies: An Inhabitant of Birmingham,
having been a journey of pleasure up to London, was asked, on his return,
how he liked the place? He said, * he was much pleased with every

+ thing but the PavemEnT, for the stones were all so smooTH there was
no foot-hold.’

2 The annual Fairs are held the Thursday in Whitsuntide weck and the two follow-
ing days; the second on Michaelmas day, unlefs it falls on a Sunday, in
which case it is held on the Monday and two following days. The latter is a
very great Onion Fair; and in 1778, the tall was paid for 84 waggon loads.

3 Our Markets every week are well supplied: fruit of all kinds, and exccllent

vegetables, are brought from the adjacent counties. Fine Severn salmon
from the West, and all kind of fish from E, N. & S. coasts, &c.

D 2
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Of Inns and PusrLic Housks there are plenty,
To guefs at which you'll double TEN times TWENTY :
When that is done, you then may take Four score,
To make the number near, add TWENTY more.
¢ What!" cry’d Arorro, ¢ Five and twenty score,’ -
When Vyrcan thus reply’d,—¢ Aye, many more.’
Now HEermes seem’d surpris’d, and Baccuus star'd,
And thought OLympus could not be compar'd,
Nor Hysra sweet, or NEcTar so divine,
To what he found below, Good ALe ' and WiNE :
The Gobps quaff'd flowing bumpers, with true zest,
To VuLcan toasted—Then retir'd to rest.
Next day TueY rambl'd round the Town, and swore,
¢ That such a place they never saw before :’
Tuey visited our WHarrs,?® and, wond'ring, found
Some thousand tons of Coar pil'd on the ground,
And scores of boats, in length full sixty feet,,
With loads of mineral fuel, quite replete ;
Whilst carts, and country waggons, fill'd each space,
And loaded teams stood rang’d around the place.
The Gops beheld the whole with great surprise,
And ask’d, ¢ from whence we gain'd such large supplies ?
For, tho’ well vers'd in all EmpyREAL scenes,

Tuey here were pos'd, to find our ¢ Ways and Means.'—

N

1 Birmingham is famed for fine ale.

2 For Navigation Office and Coal Wharf, see letter y, in the Plan of Birmingham.
It is a very neat building, and weighing machines are under each gate-
way .



[\

THROUGH BIRMINGHAM. 29

When satisfy'd *—then told, some hundred ton

Would be consum’d that day, ere setting sun,
In BirMiNcHAM alone,—amaz’d THEY stood, .
And ev'ry pile, with admiration, view'd.

They next, attracted by the vivid gleams,
Saw MarcasiTes difsolve in liquid streams, 2
And stubborn Ores expand, and smelting, flow
By strength of Calefaction, from below.

To see the Pin-works then, the Gobs repair,
Nor wonder'd lefs at what they met with there,

To find it was in-any mortal’s pow'r,

To poINT, and cuT, twelve thousand Pins an hour; 3
And fifty thousand nEADS their shapes acquire,

In half that time, spun round elastic wire.

The different BurTon-works, they next review,
And seem’d well pleas’d with sights so rare and new:
The various Ores they saw rich hues impart,
Afsuming different shapes, by skilful art ;

And beauteous metals polish’d charms display,

In radiant colours, rang'd in fair array ;

The same Canal by which we export our goods by way of Liverpool, Hull, &c.
servesto supply us with coal from the pits in Staffordshire, pig Iron, &c.
The boats are long and narrow, and carry from 25 to 50 tons: they are

. drawn by a single horse, and go at the rate of about two miles an hour.

At Dearman and Francis’s Fagle Cast Iron Foundry, Broad-strect. Their newly
invented Culinary Utensils, bid fair to rival every thing of the kind hitherto
manufactured in cast iron. For a view of the works, see plate U,

‘The Author went to Mr. Phipson’s Manufactory, to ascertain how many pin
heads could be spun in a short space of time ; when he saw a boy, about
twelve years of age, form 7200, in three minutes.
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The procefs of the GiLpine look’d well o’er,
Yet scarce could tell x1cH GiLT, from SEMILORE ; *
Each Stamp, each LaTne, and Press ? TuEiy careful scann'd,
Then went to see the PArER TRAYS JAPANN'D ;
Examin’d nicely ev’ry curious part,
And much admir'd th’ improvements of the AxT.?
These seen, they next resolv'd with speed to go,
To visit BouLToN’s, at the great Sono,
The wonders of that magic place explore,
And with attention, view its beauties o’er.
They went—but here description fails, I ween,
To tell you half the curious works there seen.
Suffice it then, such scenes were there display'd, R
The Gobs, with rapture fraught, the whole survey'd ;
Their Names they wrote, and saw, with great surprise,
Fac SimiLes # that moment, strike their eyes ;
Whilst at the MinT, th’ invention of the miLL, ®
Seem’d as if Coin was form’d by magic skill.

t A species of Brafs, form’d by means of exposing Copper to Zink, in a state of
evaporation by heat, which bears an excellent polish, and when finish'd has
a great resemblance to gold.

2 For a sketch of a Stamp Piercing Prefs, Lathe, &c. see Magnificent Directosy,
plate R, with a list of several eminent Button-makers.

3 H. Clay, Esq. obtained a Patent for his admired improvements in the art of fa-
panning on Paper, &c. For a list of Manufacturers, see plate Q.

4 From Watt and Company’s Patent Copying Machine.

5 The Coining Mill has been much improved since it was first erected, in 1788 ;
it is adapted to work eight machines, and each is capable of striking from
seventy to eighty-four pieces per minute, the size of a guinea; which is
2qual to between 30,000 and 40,000 per hour; and at the same blow,

which strikes the face and reverse, the edge of the piece is also struck
either plain or with an inscription. See elegant Coins now in circulation.
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But when the ponderous ExciNes * were survey’d—
THEeY ev'ry tribute due to merit paid:

Then, with reluctance, forc'd themselves away,
Resolv'd to see all that they could by day.

At HaNDswoRTH, by intrinsic worth impcll'd,
They stopp’d, and EcinTon’s Stain'd Glafs beheld,
With admiration saw the Artist trace,

A beauteous SERAPH, or an ANGEL's face.

Now back to BirmiNcHaM, with speed they hie,
Exploring ev'ry place, with curious eye.

The Gops, at Swinney's? Founbpry, stood amaz'd,

And on each curious Tyre and LETTER gaz'd;

Then the Museum view'd! * * * *

»* » * . & x » » . '
- » » * . =x » » - »
. . * » . » - T

1 Amongst the various applications of the steam engine, that of Coining seems
“to be of considerable importance, as, by its power, all the operations are
concentered on the same spot; such as rolling the cakes of copper into
sheets, 2dly. Fine rolling the same cold, in steel polish'd rollers.  3dly,
‘Cutting out the blank pieces of coin, which is done with greater ease and

. facility by girls, than could pofsibly be done by strong men. Italso .
afsists in shaking the coin in bags, and works a number of coining ma-
chines with greater rapidity and exactnefs, by a few boys, than could be
done by men, without endangering their fingers; as the machine itself
lays the blanks upon the die, perfectly concentral with it, and, when struck,
displaces one piece and replaces another. See Shaw’s Hist, of Staffordshire.

2 This useful Branch of the Typographic Art, immediately on the demise of the

late ‘cclebrated Baskerville, was resumed, and is now continued, with
persevering industry and succels, by Mr. Swinney, whose elegant Specimens
of Printing, add celebrity to the other manufactures of this Emporium of
the Artse
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Next, at the Gun Works, THEY, surpris'd, beheld
The lusty Cyclops musket barrels weld ;
Whilst peals, like rattling thunder, shook the roof,
When nit'rous powers proclaim’d them StanparD' Proof.
The dread explosions, wing'd by echos round,
Made Gops themselves to startle at the sound.

To see the BuckLE Works they next repair’d,
*Twas ere that Fancy Trade was so i.mpair'd;
When all the Makers had a full employ,
Which made some thousand hearts to dance for joy ;
For BuckLes then, by high and low were wore,
Nor were, by Serics of Fasuion, deem'd ¢ 2 Bore.' 2
A fatal epithet, however glofs'd,
For thousands, by that Worbp, their bread have lost.

t In 1796, His Majesty’s Honorable Board of Ordnance, in order to save time,
and get more Arms, established an Ordnance Office here, for proving Musket
Barrels, and viewing materials for them in setting up; experienced View
Masters were sent down from the Tower; and Government must be aware
of the amazing advantages accruing to the State by having them proved on
the spot ; as formerly all were sent up to London for that purpose. The
iron and fuel, and every material for welding Gun Barrels being had in
the neighbourhood, BirMINGHAM, of course, must be able to produce ex-
cellent Muskets, and at a cheaper rate than any other place in the kingdom.
There are, upon an average, 4200 muskets examined and set yp every
Month at the Ordnance Office for the use of Government, exclusive of those
proved and finished by the rest of the eminent Gun-makers in Birmingham,
for home consumption and for exportation. See plate E, Magnificent
Directory, for those Gentlemen who sent their Names for insertion,

2 BoRre, is a suBLimE epithet, used by the more enlightened EruEmErRALs of
the animal creation, to exprefs any thing UNFASHIONABLE, in contra-
distinction to the superlative Trery, which signifies all that is elegant

and in the Tox.  Sic transit gloria Mundi !
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Ingenious engines ‘prov’d mechanic pow'rs,
And happy pafs'd the months, weeks, days and hours ;
¢ The Toy Shap of the World," then rear'd its-crest,
Whilst hope and joy, alternate, fill'd each breast.
Inventions curious, various kinds of Tovs, *
Then occupied the time of men and boys,
And blooming girls, at work, were often seen,
That twice their ages join'd, was scarce fifteen,
Sent by their parents out, their bread to seek,?
Who'd earn, perhaps, some shillings in a week ;
And many women, too, you then might see,
‘With children on the lap, or round the knee,
An honest livelihoed intent to gain,
And their sweet INFANT RACE, help to maintain,
Charm’d with the sight, the'Gops the whole review'd,
And seem’d, with admiration, quite subdu'd.
To see each warlike weapon THEY resort,3
And view'd the polish’d blade, of various sort,
The SciMETER, the Sworp, the FaurcHion bright,
Form'd for the dreadful horrors of the fight ;
Sharp pointed'PoiaNarDS, and the SasrE keen,
Srikes, Spears and 'Lances, were in thousands seen.

3 For 'foy Makers, see plate M, in Magnificent Directory.

2 Children were often sent out when five years of age to various shops, and it was
a melancholy circumstance to reflect, that the means for their educatian
were thus neglected ; bt by the salutary establishment of the Sunday
Schools, some thousands now have an opportunity of learning Hotlt to read
and write ; while every attention is paid to their morals.

8 For a listof eminent Sword Cutlers, &c. see plate K, in Magnificent Directory,

E
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From thence THEY went, well satisfy’d away,
To see the Wnir * ingenious engines play ;
Then Lroyp's fam'd mill, for slitting Inon Robs,®
Was honor’d by the presence of the Gobs.

To WriTMORE'S, then, intent on earth to scan
The wond'rous works of still more wond'rous man,
Tuevy next resorted; and HyprauvrLics 3 new,
Macuines 4 and RoLriNg-mMiLLs ® with pleasure view ;
Whilst sturdy Cycrors, AN\"vlLss *rang’d around,
With thund'ring hammers, made the air resound.

Ten thousand namelefs beauties strike the eye,
Form'd from the yielding Wax, or plastic Die,
Whilst from the copper, or the canvas, start,

Ten thousand beauties of the GrAPHIC ART ;
Of ArTisTs rare, who has not heard the fame
Of * *'s PorTraiTs,orof * *’s GAME ;
Of * *’s Mepavts, Silver, Gold or Brafs,
Which Dacier’s, or the Antients, far surpafs!

1 There are several of these ingenious manufactories in town, where vast quanti-
ties of elegant whips are made for exportation and home consumption. The
works are well worthy the attention and inspection of strangers ; for some
of the makers’ names, see plates in Magnificent Directory. C, I, Q.

2 A very ingenious and curious procefs for slitting Iron Bars into Rods for
Nailors, &c.

3 New invented Pumps, &c. and a Canal Lock whichraises up one vefsel and lowers

) another without lofs of water,

4 Machines upon a new construction for weighing barges, boats and waggons, &c.
and Patent Machines for Mashing Malt without manual labour.

s For a sketch of arolling orflatting mill, see Mr, Whitmore’s card in Magnij-
nificent Directory, Plate U. .

6 For Anvil, Vice, Hammer and Scale Bcam Makers, &c. see plate I.
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From Articles minute, to pond’rous Ores,
The Rovar PaTENT, here, is found in scores ;
Huge ‘Engines, I have seen, with ease, comprefs
Three trufs of hay, in half a span,* nay lefs;
With patent WrEeELs, ? which malt so quickly mashes,
Spring Latcuers?® for the shoes, and—patent Sasues, 4
Ingenious SNurFeRs, 3 which some ign'rant elves,
At first, suppos’d, were made to act themselves ;
Grand warlike le/;rous,‘ various works of art,
MacHEee of paper,” and the Patent Cart :8
Improvements in the mode of making Locks,®
Proof Leather HELMETS *© too, and Patent Cocks;**
Spring steps for CoacHEes, *? NEEDLES, '3 *mongst the rest,

And, to detect Base Coin, the Patent TisT. '4

A mafsy Machine, made by Mr. Whitmore, to extract Liquorice juice from
the roots, which comprefsed three trufs of hay in the space of three

inches.

2 A very ingenious i/hchine. see note 4, page 34.

3 Mefsrs. Boulton and Smith's, see plate T, Magnidcent Directory.

14 Mefsrx.’jordcu and Co.’s Patent Metal Window Sashes.

§ Gill's szrr acting Snuffers.

6 Several, invented and improved by the eminent Sword Cutlers, see plate K.

7 Ste Note 2, page 30.

8 & g For a sketch of Mr.'Clay’s Patent Cart, and improved double Lock for Canals,
see plate J, in Mag. Direct,

10 For resisting wet or heat, see plates C, and K, do.

11 Mr. E. Thomasons's Patent Cocks for Gun and Pistol Locks, see piate X, Mag-
nificent Directory. Also, a view of his ManufaQory.

12 Ditto Steps for Carriages, which raise up and let down by the opening and
fhutting of the Carriage Door, see plate do.

13 Sheward's ——,

14 A Liquid, invented by the ingenious Mr. Alston, for detecting base silver.

E2



36 RAMBLE OF THE GoDs, &c.

The Gobs, well pleas’d, with-all THEY saw on. Earth,
Where works of genius daily had: New Birth,
Breath'd forth a pray’r that seon a lasting Peace,
Might crown this Isle, and Commerce still increase ;
Then to their lib'ral Host's, Tuey back repair'd,

And with Orp Vurcan friendly bumpers shar'd ;
Thence re-ascended to the realms above,

And with their RamMBLES oft divert OLp Jova.



POSTSCRIPT,.

THE various beauties which from Labor spring,
The willing muse, in artlefs verse, would sing :
But nobler motives lay a stronger claim,
Important duties * damp the Muse's flame,
Or ¢ She’d a tale unfold !’ LA A
.« x » . = . . . .
What beauteous works from Ores refin’d arise,
To grace the nEAD and NEck, and charm the eyes;
To grace the nanps, and reeT, the coaT, and vEsT,
And ornament our Belles and Beaux, full drest ;
The orient PearLs, and blazing Diamonnbs, feel
Their lustre, oft, outvied by polish’d STeEL.
- Witnefs each sparkling pLume and radiant zone,
Some years ago, that grac'd Britannia®s throne ;
The erauLeTs, the STAR the PriNcE then wore,
And full plum’d Cresr, that GEorcEe AucusTus bore ;4
Then tens of thousands hail'd the jocund day,
~ And taste and fashion, bore the palm away,

* See the Apology.
1 These elegant ornaments were entirely compos’d of fine steel beads.
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_ Then BuckLes grac’d each shoe—thben faney reign'd,

And honors crown'd the laurels labor gain'd:
O! Birmincuam then triumph'd—CommercE smil'd,
And Vulcan's sons from morn till ev'ning toil’d :
Then whirling LaTHES, and sTaMps’ tremendous sound,
With tinkling HamMeRSs, were in concert found ;
Itluminations, grand, burft on the sight,
When workmens’ lamps illum'd each shep at night.
TrEeN children carol'd songs, devoid of guile,
Responsive to the sound of forge or file.
Tuen Art and Science, hand in hand were found,
And Vulcan seem'd to toil on magic ground.

O sad reverse—how many rue the-day,
Since fickle Fasn1oN wrought a TraDE’s decay ?
A Fancy trape—from whence the péor deriv'd
A constant bread—and thousands daily thriv’d.

Let not the creaT, who now in splendor roll,
On Arts fastidious gaze, with narrow soul ;
O let not Av'rice sway the nobler mind !
To works of Art and Genius be not blind ;
The poor look up, with confidence, to you,
Then grant to modest worth whate’er is due.

How many Men of Talents oft you'll meet,
With pensive looks, bare clothes and shoelefs feet,
Who ne’er knew penury till trade grew dead,
Forlorn and wretched, pining now for bread :
How many Wives, alas, their Husbands mourn,

How many Children, pant their Sires’ return;
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, Nor Wives nor Children shall behold them more;
They’ve breath’d, perhaps, their last on * * *'s shore,
Or crofs th’ Atlantic, willing victims led,

In field of battle, unlamented, bled. ’

Oh! ruthlefs Wag, enfuriate—madd’ning sense,
The Poor Man’s scourge, Ambition’s vain Pretence,
'O sheath thy faulchion, let rude clamors cease,

O let us, once again, enjoy sweet Peace !
Then Trade and Commerce will again revive,
And BirmiNGHAM, once more, be seen alive.

O! could I say, with truth, each Lib'ral Art,

Alike was patroniz’d in ev'ry part ;

O'! could I say that such was HERE the case,

It would, with pleasure, this my efsay grace ;
But truth must ever guide my humble strain,

To praise, 'twould grateful be, to censure, pain;-
My wish alone, is for the gen’ral weal,

" And for the helplefs poor I would appeal:

How many fouths of Genius oft you'll see +
Deprefs‘d,:' neglected, chill’d by poverty;

Their Parents scarcely can ;upply them bread,
Whilst want and famine fills the mind with dread.
NecessiTy’s a spur to GEN1US, true,

But sometimes goads INvENTION thro® and thro’;

It lacerates its side, inflicts a wound,

And Genius, oft, lies bleeding on the ground;

Nipp'd in the bud, the blofsoms fade away,
They droop, they sink, they languish and decay.

39
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But if you would extend your friendly hand,
The budsitnight blofsom and the flow'rs expand ;
Rich fruit, in time, :¢éach goodly ‘branch might bear,
And Children, yet unborn, the blefeings share.

0! strétch your friendly arms-each plant to save,
And snasch the genidl'blofsoms from the grave;
O'! prop eachfeeble stem, 'before it fills,
O! succour the distréfs’d, 'tis-duty calls ;
Humanity's sweét ‘voice -cdlls, those who can
Support, protect, and cherish fellow man ;
Remove the sappling plants to richer soil,
They'll grow, they’ll floutish, and reward your toil.
Relieve the Poor, whose hearts with anguish bleed,
Heav'N, and your Conscfence, will-approve the deed!
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: ALL PATRONIZERS OF THE LIBERAL ARTS,

i3

BY THEIR MOST OBEDIENT,

AND OBLIGED SERVANT,

}:mnw ;%%ret.
Museum, BiIrRMiNGHAN, '
JAN. 1, 1800,

T ——————
—_—

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR;

BY SWINNEY AND HAWKINS, HIGH-STREET, BIRMINGHAM,
SOLD BY T. HEPTINSTALL, 304, HOLBORN, LONDON,
SWINNEY AND HAWKINS, BIRMINGHAM,

AND ALL OTHER BOOKSELLERS.
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REFERENCE TO THE PLATES

IN THE

Dagnificent Divedory,

Bankers, Birmingham, and Gentlemen adjacent, Emblems of Stability;
View of Mr. Ford’s, Hockley-Abbey, and M. Boulton’s, Esq. Soho.

Merchants, Birmingham ; Britannia supporting the Scroll.

Miscellaneous Profefsions, &c. New-street; View, Theatre, &c. and.
Bifset’s Museum.

Do. Do. High-street ; diftant View of St. Martin’s Spire.

Gun Makers, &c. Trophies of War.

Inns and Taverns, &c. and View of Mr. Swinney’s Type Foundry.

Factors, Birmingham; View, Crescent and Wharfs.

Miscellaneous Profefsions, &c. View, New Church and Blue-School.

Do. Do. in Shields, with emblematic Crests.

Artists, and in lower Compartment, Mr. Clay’s Patent Cart, &c.

Sword Manufacturers, &c. with emblematic Devices.

Brafs Founders, with View of the Brafs house, and Miscellaneous Cards.

. Toy-makers; View of Birmingham from the Navigation Office.

Miscellancous Profefsions, &c. View of St. Paul’s Chapel.

Japanners; and, in lower Compartment; View of Park Glafs House.

Miscellaneous Profefsions, &c. i

Q. Do. Do. View of Birmingham, from the Warwick Canal.

Button Makers, with a Stamp, Prefses and Lathe.
Miscellaneous Profefsions, &c. in Deritend ; and View of Chapeland Terrace.
View of Soho Manufactory, belonging to M. Boulton, Esq.
Do. of Eagle Foundry, Broad-street, and Mr. Whitmore’s, Newhall-street.
Lloyd’s New Hotel, and King Edward’s Free-School, New-street.

. Exterior and interior View of Aston Glafs House, &c.
Mr. Thomason’s Patent Carriage Steps, and Manufactory.

Extra Plates, whbich accompany the above, intended for Bifset’s Grand National

Directory, or Universal Register, now publifbing in Numbers.

No. 1. View of Westminster Life Insurance, and British Fire Office, Strand,

London, with a List ofDirectors, &c.

No. 2. Elegant Emblematic Figure for Pheenix Fire Office, Lombard street,

London, with a Lift of Directors, &c.

No. 3. Elegant Picturesque Views and Emblematic Designs, Trophies of

War, &c.

Exclusive of a Plan of Birmingham, drawn by the ingenious Mr. Sherriff,

of King’s Swinford, late of the Crescent, Birmingham.
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I NDE X.

~A0

ADCOCK and Ivey, Gilt and Steel Toy-makers, Coleshill street
Allan, John, Miller and Baker, Bull-street e vee
Allin, John, Cabinet of Curiosities, &c. Clothes Warchouse, &c.
Hay-Market ... TN
Alkins, John, Hardware and Toyman, High-street J— [
Anderton and Calley, Button-makers, Factors, Gilt Toy and Trinket
ManufaCurers in general, Weaman-street [ -
Archer, Thomas, Gun-maker, Lichfield-street wossoms [
Armfield, Munslow, and Edwards; Japanners, Pocket Book Lock,
and Black Button-makers, Paradise-street ... e -........
Armfield, Stephen, Bone Brush, and Ivory Toy-maker, 52, Snowhill
Ashford, Charles, Plater in general, Newhall-street .o [,

Astley, Thomas, Cabinet Case-maker, Warwick-street, Deritend

B.

Bache, William, M. D. Snowhill - J— J—— [
Baker, Samuel, Ivory and Hardwood Turner, Bull liing [
Balden, Jofeph, Scale Beam and Steelyard Manufacturer, &c. &c.

Ditto, Money Scales, and Screw Stocks ———r wsoomas somens

See Plate

M
I

GMR

w m 2 0

o o O

(G Respectable Strangers may gain free Admifsion to most of the Manufactories in

Rirmingham, by applying to the respective Proprietors.
G



46 INDEX,

Baldwin, A. and W. Button-makers, Great Hampton-street
Barker, Thomas, and Lander, Mercersand Drapers, New-street ...
Barnett, John, Button-maker, &c. Snowhill; Agent in London,
Mr. Ellerby, No. 8, Ave-Maria-Lane e o T
Ditto, Gilt Toy-maker, in general sresene R avonass PR
Barnard, Copper-plate Printer, New Meeting-street P
Barr, John, Surgeon, Newhall-street ... [ oo
Barry, Redmund, Factor, Caroline-strect R R R
Beach, Thomas, Spark Hill cuws e s oo srse
Bedford, James, Cutler, and Wickyarn-Manufa¢turer, &c. Bordesley
Bellamy, Thomas and John, Japanners, Edgbaston-street ... T,
Biddle, Cope, and Biddle; Soap Manufaturers, Bordesley sosmese
Bingham, James, Plater, Newhall-street s J— .
Bingham, John, Stork Tavern, Agent to the Sun Fire Office  caume

Bird, Francis, Builder, Snowhill S . [re— J—

Bird, Thomas, Steelhoufe-lane R S [
Bird,George Ryder, Barge and Boat Builder, Broad-street [
Bishop, Thomas, Bookfeller and Stationer, Bull-street ... [

Bifset, James, Museumy* Jewellery, Toy, Fancy Miniature, and
Imperial Pi€ture Warehouse, Repository for Alabaster, Spar,
and Petrifaction Chimney Ornaments, original Marmatinto
Drawings, Paintings in Oil and Water Colours, curious Tranf-
parencies, Pearl and Hair Devices, Models in Wax, &c. &c, ...

Blair and Sutherlands, Gun-makers, St. Paul’s Square ... JEv—

Blyth, Benjamin, Woollendraéer, &c. High-street s o

Blyth, Robert, and Co. Brafs Foundets o o eaenes

Blyth, Samuel, Wine and Brandy Merchant, New-street P

Blyth, Thomas, Factor, Digbe_t_h congoms [ -~ [

Bolton, Richard, Merchant and Plater, New-ftreet e ansntre

Booth and Co. Japanners, &c. e asenseer .

Bott, George, Surgeon Dentist, 32, Newhall-street v wroisne

* Admittance gratis,

See Plate
R
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INDEX. 47

Boulton, Matthew, Merchant f— -~ Jes— P See }Xag
Ditto, M. and Button Company, cwnseare SOhO* T
Ditto, M. Medals in general, and Rollers of mixed Metals ... Ditto T
Ditto, M. and Plate Company . «weees Ditto T
Ditto and Smith, Patent Latchets, and Buckle Makers, ... Ditto T
Ditto, Watt and Sons, Patent Steam Engines, and Iron Foundry, Do. T
Bowdler, Thomas, Steel Buckle, Toy, and Snuffer Maker,
Jennen's-row, Bartholomew-fireet J— - - Q
Boyce, John, Umbrella Maker, and Brafs Founder e - LS

Bragg, Henry, Japanner, Suffolk-ftreet, Exeter-row R
Brandish and Olonrenshaw, Factors, No. 2, Hall-street ... o G
Bratt, William, Button Maker, St. Paul's-square JR— R
Bristow, Edward, Woollen and Linen Draper, Scotch and Manchester

‘Warehouse, New-stree; JRs—— ostosse aosustes [— C
British Fire Office, and Westminster Life Insurance, London,

Gottwaltz, Agent, Post-Office, New-street ... - sonoree N. 1.
Brotherhood, Samuel, Doctor, Navigation-street R PR I
Brown, Thomas, Clock and Watch Maker, Bull Ring, New invented

Spring Clocks, Jewellery, &C.  ewome PR [ J—
Brunner, Paul, Wood and Bone Brush Maker, Digbeth ... J— 1
Buggins, Biddulph, and Buggins, Silver Pencil and Toy Makers, in

general, St. Paul’s-square ... PR - R R, M
Bright and Martin, Saddle, Bridle, Harnefs, and Whip Manufacturers,

&c. New-street, for exportation, &c. aornense - JR— (o}
Bullock, George, Portrait Modeller, Ann-street PR J
Bullock, William, Factor, Bristol-street o R, - G
Burrish, George, Attorney, New-street R seesese C
Busby, James, Wirc-Worker in general, New-street assonnas P

#* See Plate T of Soho Manufactory.



48 INDEX.

C.

Cairns, Frears, and Kirmichael, American Merchants .. J—
Campbell, James, Petrifactionist, &c. Cherry-street s, PR
Carson, William, M.D. Ludgate-street, St. Paul’s-square ... J—
Chapman, Thomas, Printer, Bookseller, and Stationer, Bull-street
Clarke and Beal, Saddlers, Collar and Coach Harnefs Makers, 127,
Digbeth o, avorenes [ - ovreness RO
Clarke, Beal, and Osborn, Wholesale Whip Manufacturers, for
exportation, 127, Digbeth [— R, asavtere J—
Clark, Jeremiah, M. B. Organist, Great Charles-street ...... O
Clarke, Chemist, Druggist, Tea-Dealer, and Preparer of the indelible
permanent Ink, Bull-street R cavsee | evserens O,
Clark and Ashmore, (late May), Whip Manufacturers, Bull Ring ...
Clay, Henry, Japanner in Ordinary to his Majefty, and his Royal
Highnefs the Prince of Wales ...... e ven
Coales, Robert, Bordesley Grange e R R —
Coales, Robert, Woolley, and Co. Bankers oooneees ssetons o,
Cockle, James, Leather Drefser, Deritend onnense osaneess o,
Cooper, R. B. Helmet Maker, Sword Cutler, &c. New-street  iuume
Cooper, Thomas and John, Merchants and Japan Manufacturers,
High-strect  sswee - . [ [ s,
Ditto, Cutlers, Hardware and Toymen, for exportation, High-;treet
Cope and Biddle, Chemists, &c.
Cope, John, Druggist, &c. High-street wone wnses e
Corn, Edward, Japanncr, Paradise-street - wene + eveen
Cox, William, Upholder, Cabinet and Umbrella Maker, Bord.eslcy

!

See Plate
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DO

Dallaway and Willmore, Platers, and Rollers of Metals, New-street
D’Avice’s French and Fencing Academy, Newhall-street ... R,

' Davies, Mary, and Son, Tortoisc-shell and Ivory Comb Makers, &c.
by the Moat .. e - [

19

See Plare
cp

N

Davies, Joseph, junior, Shrewsbury Shoe Warehouse, No. 8o, High- .

street T e eee oo
Dawes, William and ‘Samuel, Gun Makers and Sword Cutlers,
Snowhill -, JER— J— [ U cosomnes
Dearman’s and Francis’s Eagle Iron Foundry, Broad-ftreet R
Dingley, Richard, Spade and Brace-bit Maker, Deritend ... ovsins

Dixon, Henry, Anvil, Axle-tree, Vice, and Hammer Maker,

Digbeth ssnese o sosrons S~ wornes” reveoee
Dolphin, John, Brafs Founder, &c. also, Commode Maker for Cabinet
Work, &c. Prospect-row ... - - - aovsens

Ditto, Manufacturer of new-invented Coffin Furniture, Bordering for

Rooms, Picture Frames, &c. do. ... . v e
Donald, William, (only Wholesale) Nottingham and Leicefter Ware-
house, High-street . I R R

Dunderdale and Mabson, Gun Makers and Factors . R
Dunn, E. and S. Georgc Inn, Digheth s - [ R
Dunn, William, Cheese and Corn Factor, Coach Proprietor, &c.

Dighcth it o wse pivte e stoomn



50 INDEX.

E.

< ee Plate
Eaton, Richard, Confectioner, &c. New-street ... J— s P
Eden, Robert, Silver Plater, in general, Ashted — o Q
Eginton; Francis, Historical Painter &c. on stained Glafs, Handsworth J
Eginton, John, Factor, Toy Maker, &C. d0e  seeeome O [ GM
Ditto, Button-maker, &c. [T — See Egington in Plate R
Ellis, John, and Co. Platersand Toy Makers, Livery-street N M
Elwell, William, Wine and Brandy Merchant, St. Paul’s-square «ums N
Evans, Edward, Nail Factor, Bridge-row, Deritend R J— S
Evans, Henry, Hatter, Hosier, and Glover, 69, Bull-ftreet - H
Everett, Allen, Drawing-master, Painter on Glafs, &c. Congreve-str. J

Ewins, and Co. Manufacturers of new invented Chimney Mouldings

and Composition Ornaments, Castle-street e te Q
F.
Fallows, Samuel, Spring-Gardens,} Floodgate-street ...... wnune I
Farmer and Knight, Factors, Easy-row . o -~ G

Farmer, Edward, Accomptant in general, Ashted-row L
Farror, Joseph, Auctioneer, Glafs and China Warehouse, Dealer in

Tea, &c. and Agent to the Pheenix Fire-Office, London  ...... No. 2. P
Fearon, Joseph, and Son, Tin-plate Workers, &c. Colmore-row ... H

Fiedler, Albert, Miniature Painter, Fancy Pearl, and i{air ‘Worker,

No. 10, Parade PN e coones RO ot one J
Forbes, John, Nursery ;xnd Seedsman, New-street [ C
Ford, Richard, Hockley-abbey e [ o vorvne A
Francis, Thomas, Nail-maker, Moat Q

Freeth, Charles, Gun Furniture and Silver Caster in general, Great

Z -

Charles-street ...

1+ Public Tea Gardens, %c.




INDEX.

G.

Galton, Samuel, Gun-maker e see
Gale, Richard, Mercer and Draper, Union-street e vee [,
Gem and Son, Attornies, New-street woone
Giles and Forrest, Brewers, War-stone-lane ..... eosee
Gill, Thomas, Gun-maker, Sword cutler, &c. ... o, [
Glover, Charles, Builder, Snowhill ... e one
Goer and Moore, Factors, St. Paul's SQUare ... e
Goddington, James, Brafs and Iron Founder, Bradford-street, Deritend
Goode, William, Auctioneer, Cutler, Toyman, &c. New Street  wwae
Gordon, Richard, Hatter and Hosier, §6, High-street s —
Gough, James, Bright Engraver, Hall-street ... R o
Grafton and Reddell, Printers, Stationers, and Dealers in New and
Second-hand Books, High-Street s U, [ o,
Green, Thomas, Harborne ... [T e s oee
Green, John, and Son, Snuffer-makers, &c. Ann-street e e
Greensall, John, Mercer and Draper, High-street o R
Grice and Marris, Gun-makers [ O, - [o—
Grove, Daniel, Brush Maker, Bull-sn-e_et ssrreen acrains o~

H‘
Hadley, Bayley, and Co. Merchants, St. Paul’s-square e sosne
Hadley, Thomas, Toy-maker, Newhall strect T e .
Hadley, Thomas, and Son, Chape-makers, Ditto -~ -

Hammersly, Ralph, T6y~mz{ker in general, Bath-street ... ’ R
Hands, Caroline, Toy-maker in general, Edmund stveet R
Handasyd and Rudder, Cock-founders and Wariming-pan-makers,

Hill-street *  aee P - P, -

- Hancock, J. Gregory, Portrait Modeller, &c. ... . [
. H2
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52 INDEX.

Hardman and Lewis, Button-makers, Paradise-street . -
Harper, Joseph, Stationer and Paper-seller, Colmore-row .
Hart, Edward, Swan Inn and Hotel ... - e PR R
Harris, John, Nail-factor, Edgbaston-strect e o J—
Harrison, Fidgeon, and Getley, Merchants, Great Charles-street ...
Haughton, Moses, Portrait Painter, Dead Game, &C. e R
Hawker, John, Park Glafs-house, Birmingham-heath (Warchouse
14, New-strect) ... I . f— o esenaee
Hawkins, William and Thomas, Button-makers, St. Paul’s Square
Haywood, John, Brafs-founder, and Lamp-maker, Weaman-street ...
Hipkifs, ]ol;m. Merchant soneton J— o O
Hipkifs and Harrold, Japanners, Suffolk-street ... T -
Hobday, Benjamin, Factqr, Suffolk-street o [ emorme
Hobday, Semuel, senior, Iron Tin Spoen-maker, and Engraver,
Weaman-row ... covonne osemmen consine o osevme
Hoddinott, William, Maker and Roller of plated, gilt, and mixed
Metals for the Manufacturers, Edmund-street [T .

Hollins, William, Architect, Great Hampton-street s s

Holt, John, Brush-maker, 29, Bull-street voremes . [
Hopkins, John, Button-maker, (gilt and plated) 13, Newhall-street
Hughcs, Edward, and Co. Merchants, Congreve-street ... avosenes

Hutton, William, r. a. s. s. Bennet’s-hill  ceweee [ [,

J.

Jabet, William, Land-surveyor, Bordesley ...... R
I]’acob, Benjamin, Auctioneer and Appraiser, Ironmonger and Toy-
man, near the Welch-crofs oo vne e vee
James, William, Auctioneer and A ppraiser, &c. 22, Moor-street ...
Jefcoate, Joseph, Manufacturer of gilt, plated,Glafs and Enamel
Buttons, Coat, Breast and Link, 5;, Great Charles-street  wowme

See Plate
R
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INDEX.

Jefferys, Thomas, Shagreen and Morrocco Instrument and Jewel
Case-maker, Snow-hill ... e, R [ o,
Johnson, Owen, Glafs and Glafs-toy Manufacturer, and Dealer in
Cornelians, &c. Islington [ J— [ R

Jones and Barker, Brafs Founders, Coffin-plate and Picture-frame

Manufacturers, No. 16, Lichfield-street J— R
Jones, Smart, and Co. Glafs Manufacturers, &C. *  wwoes [,
Jones, George, Builder, Church-street ... - o -

Jukes, Son, and Pitt, Button-makers and Platers in general, Easy-row

K.

Keartland, Samuel, Fancy Imperial Painter and Gilder on Glafs, &c.
Weaman-street ... [ . R [ avsanees
Kettle, John, New Street v - - R, -
Kettle, and Son, Bl'xtton and Toy-makers in general, Suffolk-street
Knight, Joseph, Plater and Harnefs-maker in general, 77, do. s

Knott, Jonathan, New-street ... e [ - nssear

L.

Lambley, Abraham, Cabinet-case-maker in general, Deritend ...
Ledsam, Thomas, & Sons, White-metal Button-makers, Edmund st.
Lee, Francis, and Waldo, Merchants ... crme arvesens PR
Lee and Corrie, Attornies, Newhall-street J— [ o
Lilly, Joseph, Plater, Foredrove, or Foredrough-street ...
Lloyd, Sarah, Hotel,’and Hen and Chickens Inn, New-street o
Lloyd, Sampson, jun. Smallheath  wewe s o csrer
Ljoyd, Simue,l, jun. Crescent, East-wing  wwesee
Lobrot and Hughes, Merchants aonnisen I [~

53
See Plate
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Lowe, John, Stationer, Bookseller and Stamp-office, Union-street ...
Lucas, Thomas, Auctioneer and Appraiser, &c. High-street, 'and
Deritend [ Jo—. [ —— saarncn

Lycett, William, Mercer and Draper, &c. New-street ... ceeone

M.
Mabson and Dunderdale, see Dunderdsle and Mabson. N. B. This

Firm came too late for regular Insertion ... U [
Madeley, George, Button-Maker, Great Charles-street ... Jo—
Malkin, Samuel, Plater, St. Paul's-square [— e N
M-‘Cready, William, Theatrical Manager O J— O
Marston, Thomas, White Hart Inn, Digbeth cue O [
Mason, John, Ivory and Tortoise-shell Box-Maker, &c. New-Town

Row . wee oo Js—, . [ [y s
Mason, Richard, Grocer, High-street. ... [ PO J—
Mayo, Isaac, Awl and Needle-Maker fas Bridle-cuttcrs,-&c. Hockley
Mewis, William, Grocer, High-fireet wmee [ . O
Mewis and Mosely, Gun-Makers and Faétors, Gough-street e
Mi:llar, James, Portrait and Historical Painter, Hall-street O
Minshull,l George, Box and Bone Turner, Deritend  seenee O,
Mogridge, Matthias, Dealer in Canal, Brafs and Copper Shares,

and Shares in other Public Companies, Freeman-street o,
Moclesworth, Thomas, Uphelder and Cabinet-Maker, Dale End .
Moore, John, Manufacturer of Jewellery, Gilt Toys, Wax, and

DPearl Beads, &cv. Newmarket  ueen ostmse [ csnesen
Moore, Jofeph,and Co. Button-Makers, Mount-street v [,
Morfitt, J. Barrister at Law, St. Paul’s-square ... sevioons [
Mofs, William, Plane-Maker, 13, Cannon-street I e,

Motteram, William, Factor, Sand-street o [, .

See Plote
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N.
Sec Plate
Kevill and Lowe, Platers of Coach and Coach Harnefs Furniture,

&c. Great Charles-street ... [ onesest coneromn O L
Norman, Thomas, Pocket-Book-Maker, &c. Cannon-strcet' J— P
0.

Osborn, Thos. Astronomical and Musical Clock Maker, Vauxhall-st. | ¢
Owen, David, Timber Merchant, Selly Gi—ovc e [ A
P.

Parkes, John, P!ater. &c. Great Charles-street ... . Joe—. N
Parkes, Zacharizh, Malt-Mill-Maker, &c. Digbeth PR O P
Parry, A. Ilaberdasher and Milliner, New-street C
Parsons and Clark, Mercers and Drapers, High-street e J— D

Patrick, Thomas, Steel Button, Gilt Watch Chain, and Toy-Maker,

No. 7, Great Hampton-strect ...... MR
Patrick, Jos. Engraver on Wood, and Drawing-master, No. 7, Do. J
Pearson, Thomas A. Printer, Bookseller, Stationer, &c. High-street D
Peart, Richard, Improved Ruling Machine, Booksellerand Stationer,

Temple-street o H
Pemberton, Sm. & §on. Jewellers, Gold and Silver Toy-Makers, &c. M
Pemberton, Thomas, Steel Button, and gilt Toy-maker in general MR
Pettitt’s Worcester Glove- warehouse, and Sling Manufactory High-st. D
Phillips, James and Son,Spade and Plantation Hoe Manufacturers L
Phillips, John, Wood-turner, makes Saddlers, Book-binders, and

. Copper-plate Prefses, &c. and Oval-turning in general ... . N
Phipson, Thos. anJ Son, Rollers and Millers, Steam-mill, Fazely-st. Q.
Phipson, Thos. jun, (late Ryland) Pin-maker, New-street ... . C
Pheenix Fire Office, London, J. Farror, Agent weee  No. 2.

Pickering, John, & C6. Merchants and Button-makers, St. Paul’sSq. ,BR
Piper, C. Pocket-book-maker, &c. ... P
Pratchet, Richard, Druggist, &c. High-street ... ceesre eeeee N D

+ Pring, William, Button-maker, Aston-street «. .o R
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R.
8ee Plare
Rabone’s, Brothers, Merchants J— S [ B
Rawson, John, Gun-maker, 65, Snow-hill E
Redfern, B. M. & W. Gun-makers and Factors “avees EG
‘Richardson, John, Stone-mason, Great Charles-street ... e ane N
Richards, Joseph and William, Gun and Pistol-makers, New-street CE
Richards, Theophilus, Gun-maker, High-street e ene E
Richards, T. & T. Jewellers and Goldsmiths, &c. High-street D
Richards, Charles and Son, Enamcilers, Gilders on Glafs and Minia-
ture Painters, St. Paul’s Square e e et e [T J
Roach, Son, and Profser, Merchants ... weone seeses B
Robinson, ]ohh, 53, Mcor-street, Builderand Coffin-maker, &c. ... Q
Robinson, John, Carver and Gilder, High-street ... " "e D
Robinson, Thomas, jun. Brush-maker, Bull-street ... e H
Robbins William, Gild«.:r and Thimble-maker, 26, Coleshill-street Q
Rogers, Joseph and Samuel, Factors, Moor-street Jus— beaoee G
Room, Mary and Sons, Japanners, Summer-row v [y o
Rﬁbcry, Charles and William, Factors, Navigation-street ... [ G
Rudder & Ledsam, Steel-button & Watch-chain-makers, &c. Edmund-st. MR
Rudder, Ledsam, and Kemp, Gilt Toy, Neck-lace, Ear-drop, Ring,
and Buckle-makers, Do. ... [ ST e ers M
Rudder, Samuel, Lady-wood-lane, (See Rudder and Ledsahl) oo ses M
Rudder, William, Snow-hill, (fee Handasyd and Rudder) PR L
Rudge, Edward, Artist’ssRepository, Steelhouse-lane e e ee J
Ryland, William, and Son, Platers in general, New-strect. e (o]
Ryland, Thomas, Button-maker and Optician, Great Charles-street HR
Ryley, William, Upholder and Cabinct-maker, Union-street ... Q
Ryley, Daniel, Ivory-turner, Green’s Village, Hill-street ... v Q

~
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S

Sanders, Mark, Button-maker, Jennens-row ... ovoreen R
Saunders and Piercy’s Manufactory for Tortoise-shell, Ivory and

See Plate
R

Leather Boxes, Tooth-picks and Tea-caddees, &c. 105, Snowhill N
Scott, William, Jeweller and Toy-maker, Pritchet-street ... J— M
Selkirk, William, Plater in general, Rufsell-street J— N
Sherriff, James, Land-surveyor, Oldswinfcrd, late of the Crescent,

Birmingham.——See Plan of Birmingbam.

Shield, John, Musician and Musical Instrument-maker, Queen-st. o Q
Simcox, George, and Co. Brafs-founders L
Simcox and Timmins’s, Ring-manufacturers, &c. Livery-street s N
Simmons, W. L. Gilt Watch-chain and Toy-malker, St. Paul’s-square M
Skey, Robert Samuel, Owner and Wharfinger, Broad-street waene L
Skynner, John, Merchant ... vtee B
Slater, John, Coach-spring-maker, Digbeth ...... P
Sloan, E. and S. Pocket-book and Morocco D;efsing Cafe-makers,

8cc. Jamaica-row, Moat e Q
Small, Thomas, Button-maker, Suffolk-street ... wes R
Smallwood, Thomas, Wine and Brandy-merchant, Daleend ...... N
Smith, Joseph, Mercer and Draper, Bull-street * ... e et H
Smith, Son & Smith, Merchants ..... . B
Smith, 'John, Dye-sinker, King Edward’s Place J
Smith, Edward, Notary Public and Canal Agent, New-street ....., P
Snaps, John, Civil Engineer and Land-surveyor e en [T Q
Spencer, John, Gun-maker, and Merchant e s - BE
Spooner and Attwoods, Bankers, New-street ... A
Spooner, Isaac, Elmdon ...... R A
Stokes, Benjamin, Merchant R AB
Styles, Tontine Hotel, Temple-row ... -, seses . F

Sturges, Darby and Fereday, Platers of Urns, CandlesticKs, Cruet
Frames, &c. Charlotte-street ...... MN

1
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See Plare

Swinney & Hawkins, Printers, Booksellers and Stationers, High-str. D
Swinney, Myles, Letter Founder, &c. and Printer of the Birmingham

Chronicle [ e e osene e . evosonse F

Swaine, Js. Working-jeweller, Neck-laces, Ear-rings, &c. Weaman-st. M

T,

Taylor and Lloyd’s, Bankers, Dale-end .. e e o A

Taylor, John, Mofeley-hall ... . o, oer s s ure A

Taylor, John, Deritend . R - S

Taylor, John, Surgeon, Colmore-row ... R R [ H

Thomason, Edward, Button and Toy-maker in general—Patent Gun

and Pistol Cocks, Patent Carriage-steps, &c. Church-street we.. MR&X
Thompson and Co. Gilt Chain, Steel Key, and Silver Toy-makers

and Factors, 36, Price-street J— - aesstose GM
Timmins, Samuel, Factor, Church-street PR ootronns aonveses
Tindall and Dutton, Gun-makers, &c. Snowhill ... ' J— -
Todd, E. Book-binder, &c. New-Meeting-street, No. 15 ... ’ s onn
‘Tongue, William, Toy-maker, &c. Weaman-street L orevons

Bep@

Toy, Samuel, Steel-button, Steel and gilt Toy Manufacturer, New-
hall-strcet ...... J— evene P e ve e e MR

Turner, Jobn, Sword-cutler, Button-maker, &c. Ashted [ KR

Twigg, Charles, Button-maker, Hospital-street aexsse - sespes R

Twifs, James, Plater in general, Newhall-street o avoroons N
U. ’

Underhill, John, Brafs-Founder [ aosvess sossonns o, L

Vaux, Jeremiah, Surgeon, Moor-street R Jo— [E— H

‘Waddell, W. Castle-Inn, High-street ... [ J— sesnse: F

Walker, William, Merchant, Congreve-street, Tin-plate and Metal

Warehouse ore sovesass [y [

sovoomseoreemee B
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Willis and Underhill, Merchants, St. Mary’s Square . S
Watt, James, Heathfield  coe  cooveens .
Watt J. and Co. Manufacturers of Copying Machines, Soho —
Ward, John, Factor, 28, Dale-end ...... J— R
‘Wareham, Potts and Smith, Merchants [
Watred, J. N. W. Mercer and Draper, Bull-street [—
‘Webb, James, Factor, St. Paul’s Square J—
‘Webb, Thos. Die Engraver, and Gilder on Steel, &c. 35, Cannon-st.
‘Webster, Richard, and Co. Brafs and Iron Founders, &c. Manufac-
turers of Coffin-furniture, Picture-frames, &c. Moor-street ...
Weische, Translator of Languages, Weaman-street R
Welch, Startin, and Co. Merchants, Summer-row —_ [
‘Westwood, Obadiah, Coffin-furniture, Commodes, and Picture-frame
maker, Great Charles-street  .oooe  covsens -
‘Wheeley, Francis, Coach-maker, Lichfield-street .......; R
‘Wheeler, Raobert, Gun-mikcr, Snow-hill Jv— [ [~
Whitefield, Edward, Manufacturer of Scale-beams, Steel-yards,
8C. CHUFCH-SEIEEE e st womee wovme seneee

‘Whitmore, William, Engineer and Manufacturer of all Kinds of
rolling ard flatting Mills, Machines for weighing Barges, Boats,
‘Waggons, &c. Engines, Lathes, Stamps, Prefses and Lancashire
Watch-tools, &c. [ [ [

Whyley, Cope and Biddle, Aquz-fortis Makers, Deritend ...

Willets, Thomas, Die Sinker, Great Charles-street  ......

Wilkinson, Joshua, Auctionqer and Appraiser, &c. Newhall-street

Wilkes, Thomas, Engine Cutter, &c. 53, Snowhill PR PR

‘Wilson, James, Clock Dial Japanner ... o wesses oossee

Wilson, Thomas, Proprietor of the improved Antiscorbutic Drops,

&c. No. 9, Worcester-street e oo ST

Wood, Thos. Stationer, Bookseller, Medicine-vender, &c. High-st.

12
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See Plate
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See Plate
Wocd, Wiiliam, Factor, Bath-street ... O e ven P G

‘Wooller, Matthew, Clock and Weatkerglafs Maker, 51, Edgbaston-st.
Woolley, James, and Co. Sword Manufacturers, Edmund-street ...
Wyatt, John, Woollen-draper, &c. New-street — PR
Wyer, Samucl, Dog-Inn, Spiceal-street e ooe coesen e aee
Wynn, Wm. and Co. Buckie ard Steel Toy-makers, Carcline-street

Z wmo R o

Y’

Yates and Co. Brafs-founders, and Coffin-furniture Manufacturers,
Platers, Factors, Looking-glafs and Picture Frame -makers,
Deritend ... weee swem wee e wew GLS

Yates, Thos. Buckle Stock-sinker and Core-mould Maker, Coleshili-st. Q
05> Not delivered in Time.
Reece, John, Dealer in Tea and Spice, Groceries, &c. No. 6, High-
street, Succefsor to Mifs Mansells [, senee cevee D

Ttere are daily Conveyarces from Birmingham to all Parts of the Kingdom, thoxgh
the follrwirg are tke cnly Communications sent.

John Twifs's Manchester, Liverpool, and North Waggons, arrive at his
‘Warchouse in Birmingham every Wednesday and Saturday Mornings, and
return the same Evenings.

William Phillips’s London Waggon, arrives at his Warchouse, at the Red
Lion Inn, Digbeth, Birmingham, every Tuesday; returns Wednesday
about Noon, to the George Inn, Snowhill, London.

— D e———

95> Those Gentlemen whose Names were sent too late for Insertion, will appear
either in the Grand National Directory and Universal Register, or in
an Appendix to the present Work.
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THuis Book, perhaps, may soon its way explore,
And find a welcome, on each Foreien fhore
Perhaps thro’ EuropEe may, in time, be spread,
Or by the tawny ArricaN be read:
Its novelry may strike, perhaps it may,
In time, reach Borneo, Pekin, or BomBav;
At cither INp1a, may, perhaps, be found,
Or at KaMScHATEKA seen, or NooTka Sounb.
Ev'nKincs and PrincEs, here may deign to ook,
Or smiles of BriTisu BeauTies grace the book :
My LearNep CounTrYMEN * and SacEes rare,
The whole design, perhaps, may scan with care;
And whilst each trophied emblem they peruse,
May feel half tempted to forgive the Muse,
Nay, Foreign MERCHANTS, when they #bis look o’er,
To view this PLAcE, may quit their Native Shore :
-And when ¢ The Toy Shop of the World’ they see,
May own (O! vain surmise) “twas all thro’ me!
In regions yet unknown, or lands remote,
The Natives, thus, may hear of VuLcan’s spot;
And whilst, with wonder, they each print survey;

Somc information of the Arts convey ;

# In Scotia.
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For whilst, with rapture fraught, they this explore,

And view such sights as ne’er were seen before,

Some CIRCUMNAVIGATORS may, ere long,

Hear BirmiNcHAM extoll’'d in Savace Sowe ;

And when some progrefs in the ArTs they’ve made,

Can tell who form'd the Hok, the Axe, the Seapk;

Or when their great utility they feel,

And learn the use of Iron and of StEEL,

In extacy, may cry, enrapt with wonder,

¢ Dese English make de Guns dat roar like tunder;

¢ De Swor", de Lance, de HaTcHET and de Seear,

¢ All dat be grand, and Bir—miNG—HAM, be dere.’
And when, in mirrors, they themselves behold,

Drefs'd out with amber beads, with pearls or gold,

With varnish'd cheeks, of ochre, or red clay,

Like Chimney Sweeps, deck’d out on first of May,

With bracelets for their Tuicus, their Arms, their Toks,

Or gaudy pendants for their Ears or Nosg;

Each martial Cuier, each sable colour'd Squaw,

Won't cry, in broken French, ¢ Me nong-tong paw,"+

But cry, in droken English, ¢ O, Manne,

¢ Dat Englan be grand place—me go an zee.’

4 A Corruption of ¢ Je ne vous entends pds.’ i. e, I do not understand you.

THE END.

R —
SWINNEY & HAYVKINS, Printers,
No. 75, High-ureet,

\ Bitming ~am.



TO THE PUBLIC.

THE very magniﬁceni mode J. B. has adopted to extend the circulation of the
—sespective addrefses he has been honored with, having received the sanction and
approbation of the Encouragers of the Liberal Arts, and the many respectable Gentle-
men whose names will appear in the work, he requests them to accept his sincere
thanks for the confidence they have manifested; and he hopes, in the execution
of the design, he has fully justified the opinion they entertained, that’ it would be
both useful, elegant, and ornamental.—Yet, in submitting it to the Public, he feels
it incumbent on him to state to them the reason why, ALL the inhabitants were
not inserted, fearing, otherwise, they may imagine it a partial undertaking.—In

. s0 doing he thinks it requisite to lay before them, extracts from the different
Advertisements he has occasionally inserted in the public newspapers, as well as
some thousands of hand-bills, which will clearly evince that he was actuated by no
other motive than to promote the interests of the Town and Trade of Birmingham,
and, in a commercial point of view, extend the manufactories of the place.

COPY OF ADVERTISEMENT, Jurr 16, 1799.

* J. BISSET takes the liberty of informing the Public, that having a little poem
in contemplation,. descriptive of the manufactories, and other curiosities, to be seen
in and about Birmingham, intended chiefly for the use of strangers or travellers, who,
Qccasionally visit the Town, and whoare often anxious to gain permifsion to see
the most noted manufactories of the place—he (with all due deference) submits for
their consideration the propriety of annexing a few elegant and appropriate
CoereR PLATEs, comtaining the name, profefsion or place of residence of any
gentleman, merchant, tradesman, or manufacturer, who may wish to be more
generally known. Insertion of names 10s. 6d. each,

“ J. B. feels every sentiment of gratitude for favors received ; bat solicits no
patronage to his present undertaking, conscious that if it is deserving of notice, it
will receive it from a discerning public ;—and as he does it with no view of
pecuniary advantage, but a desire of promoting the interest of individuals in
particular, and the town in general, hopes he will be excused making personal appli-
cation to any one, though all communications, bearing real signatures, will be
strictly attended to.

A nominal Concatenation, alphabetically arranged, and engraved ina superb-
manner, will supersede the necefsity of gentlemen, &c, ifsuing their own cards, as,
by this means, their names will be more generally known, in conjunction with the



ADVERTISEMENT.

most respectable inhabitants of the place; and being concentered in on€ grand and
general focus, they will not be thrown aside like the generality of Cards, but be-
come an object of curiosity, and will, doubtlefs, be sought after with avidity, by all
patronizers of the Liberal Arts. ‘

“ Any gentleman wishing to find his own Plate, may be accommodated with a
place, free of expence ; or if any gentleman can suggest an improvement in the
present undertaking, or is willing to take upon himself the guidance and direion of
the whole, J. B. will freely relinquish his design, and furnish him (gratis) with
every requisite in_ his power to accomplish his purpose.—If not, he will do the
best in his power to make the work worthy the attention of the Public, or of those
‘Travellers or Strangers for whom it is particularly intended.”

The Author declined taking any Subscriptions for the Poem, (though often foli-
cited) as he wished the Public to judge for themselves; and when the work appeared,
either to purchase it or not, as their inclination might lead them.

In subsequent advertisements, J. B. gave the Public to understand, that, as
several MzrcHANTS, FAcTORs, and other GeNTLEMEN, &C. might have probably '
been on journies, he would extend the time of receiving names till the end of
November; and as it was his wish to make it as complete as pofsible, another adver-
tisement was ifsued, wherein he offered to give an account of all the coaches,
waggons, carts, boats, or barges, setting out from, or arriving in Birminghams
(free of expence,) if the Proprietors would favor him with lists for that purpose.
The Reader will perceive how many availed themselves of the opportunity; and
the impartial Public will clearly see, that all that was pofsible to be done for their
satisfaction and information was adopted; and nothing left undone to make it as

. acceptable as the brevity of the work would allow.

Apprehensive that the expence of engraving, &c. might preclude many ingenious
Artists, Mechanics, &c. from having their Names inserted, repeated advertise-
ments, hand bills, &. were ifsued, offering fice admifsion to whoever would
apply ; and, anxious to lay the Work before the Fublic in as superb a style as
pofsible, he has spared no pains or expence in the execution of the designs, and
all the ENcrAvERs had strict orders * To finish their Plates as well as they
could, and charge what Price they pleased.”

‘The inadequacy of the Author, in attempting the Poem which accompanies the
Directory, he trusts, is the only Apology he has to make to the Fublic; but, as it was
written with a desire to oblige, he hopes it will plead a sufficient excase ; relying
on this, he temains, with great sincerity and respect,

) Their most obedient sexvant,

Museox, Birmincnan. : J. B

e - e o e m - e —
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