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* On the day the third KONOYE Cabinet fell, the
accused SATO visited his home to tell him about the

situation in army circles. He was well acquainted with the
accused SATO, having known him thirty years. Asked if SATO

discussed or made any recommendation as to who should
succeed KONOYE, he replied that SATO conveyed a message
from the army, and by army he meant TOJO and not the
General Staff, for it had nothing to do with politics.
* Therefore, he believed it could be assumed that the
message was from War Minlster TOJO. At that time SATO
was a conlonel.

The message was that since the KONOYE Cabinet
fell, the army deemed 1t desirable to recommend that an
Imperial prince become premier. The name mentioned was
Prince HIGASHIKUNI. At no time during this visit did
SATO mention TOJO's name for premler.

The affiant stated he attended a conference
about October 17 to recommend a successor to KONOYL, at
which he believed were WAKATSUKI, OKADA, HIROTA, HAYASHI,
*+ HIRANUMA, YONAI, HARA, KIYOURA, and the Lord Keeper,
KIDO, who presided as chairman. The affiant recalled that
KIYOURA mentioned HIGASHIKINI's name, and the affiant did
not express his opinion relative to HIGASHIKUNI's becoming
premier to SATO, nor to anyone else,

* Asked if he paid absolutely no attention to
the message SATO brought, he replied he just listened to
his story, and nothing he saild affected his opinion. At
the confe%ence on October 17 they. finally recommended
TOJO as premier. Never once during this visit did SATO
mention TOJO's name as one who should be premier. The
affiant believed it was KIDO who recommended TOJO, but
* there was no one present absolutely against having him
as premier,

The affiant stated he was famillar enough with
the War Ministry to state whether the bureaus within it
were on an equal level as to exercising authority. He
kxnew TANAKA. Ryukichi, and knew that he had been used by
the prosecution as a witness in the trial.
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To the affiant was nquoted a question in TANAKA's
direct examination, in which TANAKA was asked 1f he
remembered SATO telling him anything about the matter- in
which TOJO became premier. * To this question TANAKA
had answered that after TOJO became premier, he came to
the affiant's office and told him about the matter.

1t was always the stand of the Military Service
Bureau that the army, outside the War linister himself,
should not interfere in politiecs, and he thought SATO's
visit was in eonnection with this matter to explain his

position.

SATO told TANAKA he had seen the two generals,
ARE and HAYASHI., to whom he had said that unless TOJO was
made premier it would be difficult to control the army.
After this was quoted, the affiant was asked 1f SATO made
any statement about TOJO becoming premler and if he were
not it would be difficult to control the army, and the
affiant replied he had never heard it. There never was
any iniication that there would be trouble with the army
inless TOJO was appointed Prime Minister.
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Def. Doc. Ne. 2887 -

The accused SATO will not take. the stand. There'a}etsev-
eral reasens f;r ChiSes & wﬁuld 1like to set-them'outibriefly
for the benefit of the Tribunal, | |

The desire to save valuable time when compatlble with the
daing.of Justice dictates that this procedure be follewed. Quite
ebviously the Precsecution has falled to substantiate the Indict-
ment charges against this accused. Innuendos and inferences ﬁot
arising from concrete evidence have never occupled = position
of any merit whatsoever before any court, -Certalnly, thereféfe,
counsel.is entitled to the sound assumption thet a different’
rule will not be applied befere this International Tribunal,

For a trisl thst has shattered all precedents in hiswory
for length snd complicatien, consuming a period of over a year
and a half, and promising to envelop-a two year period, ‘the only
hepe for expediting.maiters is for counsel to rely upon his con-
sidered judgment as to whether or not to advise:a defendant te
take the stand.‘After careful gtudy and deliberation the undis-
puted revelation arising from the reading of the recerd is that
there 1s simply no evidende'of any merit adduced against the ac-
cused SATO to warrant an individual defense, Hence thils presen-
tation will entail the offering of only a few documents designed
to clarify minor issues. '

The accused SATO held no office of importance until after :
the beginning of the Pacific war, and that was to beceme Chief
of the Militzry Affairs Bureau in April, 1942. Evidence will be
effered as to the occasion of this appointment. Frankly, the
Progecutisan has relied almost snle}y upon the one professional
witness to emerge in this trial, General TANAKA, Ryukichi,'for
- what evidence it has offered against.this accused, The court's
attention is directed to the fact that Tanaks has thus far
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efs Doc. No., 2887 (Coht.)

It would be merely rcpetitious for the accused to offer
evidence relating te the functions and duties of the Military Af-
falrs Bureau as this has been amply covered by documents already
in evidence, We refer particularly to Exhibit No. 3439. Ex-
hibits Nos. 270 and 2235 are ene and the same, and are speeches
supposed to have been made by the accused in 1938 at a policemen's
conference. While these speeches have never been properly auvthen-

ticated before the court, evidence will be offered to show that

such speeches were _mers-pelesscs from.tihe Informrtieomr—Burcemrdn
hz4d

t R — - Spa o - S=N ST Do _puk oRa- 1n ne way
referred to any pelicy of the Japsnese Goverrment,

Lastly, it will be shown that in the closing period of the
war, in 1945, the 37th Division in Siam, of which the eccused
SATO was in command, was purely an eperative divisien, and had
nothing to do with any mistreatment of civilians or prisoners of
war thst mey have occurred in that area,

Reference 1s made to the fellowing exhiblts, which we re-

spectfully request be incorporated as part of the defense of this

accused:

Exhibit No, 3447: Milki, Yoshihlide ~ relative to the November
27, 1941, meeting of Bureau Chiefs, where MNUTO
was supposed to have reed Exhibit No. 1175, and
which relates to SATO.

Exhibit Nn. 3034: which is an affidavit of General Kretchmer,
Military Attache to Japan, relative to certsiln
decerations given by Germany to Japanese Goverh-
ment officisls including the accused SATO.

Fxhibit No. 841: (record p.18,278) relative to the accused and
the five-year plan,

Exhibits Nos. 3439 snd 2238 - relative to Imperial Headquar-
ters; also as to attendants, and explainers 1n

Parliament,

Exhibit No. 3449: As to Greater East Asia Conference,
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Inview of the stress of the Japsnese "mon-expansion policy®
by the defense the speeches by the defendant SATO held Detween -4

and 29 August 1938 may be of interest to you.

$he follovwing is a quotation from them!

SAg an operation ay the time of the outbreak
of this incident, we vere of the opinion that the
mopping wWp of the Poipm-ﬂ.ntnu areas-—an
internediate Detween pon-expansion and all out

operation poliulu—-'hy striking a blow at the Chinese
20th Army and repelling them to the south of the Yung-

Ling River, the probleas of Chi-tung and Chi-gha

tTherefore, the field of operation had to
be expended and our troops penetrated-- and then
to wnndtoth-fdloflnkhc. Then
there was the miraculous landing at (blank) by the

Yanogawa Forces." (Pages 3616 to 3617)

Thege exhibits were {ntroduced as Exhidit 270.

Lt. Kurt Steiner




29 January 1947

Memo to: Kr. Carlisle Higgine
From t Iale Nexon

subject: Contention by MUTU, SATO and CEA in thelr wotions for
dismissal that they were, in effect, mere secretaries.

1. Counter evidence to the adbove. claim is contsined in Kido
Diery entry for 11 August 1941, a rechecked copy of which is attached.
This has never bdeen offered in evidence.

2. Though it is argusble that the Zmperor wished teo exclude
these individuals because of their non-izportemce, it is oqually arguabdle
and such more probabdle that the Xmperor wished the vital guestioa of
way or peace to be discussed and decided at a eafe distance from the
fanatical erponents of expansion at any price. Vhy else could he not
gsk questions until he fully understooed?

3. Ferhaps it in; be desired to introduce this evidemce &t a
later etage in the trisl vhen Kido is on the stand.

Iale ¥Maxon

Coples to!
Capt. Hobinason
¥r. Coayme-Carr
Vr. HKorasne
Mr. horwits




August Llth, Moncay, fing.

At 9130 mem., exchanged bethrothal presents for the marriage-
engagement of Takssumi and Nobuko. All the members of ¥hite Chrysanthesun
Cludb came for congratulsticms.

At 10330 went to the office.

From 10340 until 11:40 was received in audience. Being very such
vorried over receat relestions between Japan and the United States, the
fmperor spoke to me to the following effect:

“If the conference with the President which the Premier resorted
to the Zmperor the other day should be successful there will be nothing
to worry about. But in case the United States does not sccept Japan's
proposale in a simple and straightforwerd manner, 1 think we must make &
very wserious decigion. |

“Previous Imperial Councils have Deen extremely formal, but this
tine 1 want to ask questions until I fully underetond. 5o 1 suggest that
it %o made up for the most part of the folloving people and that sdmini-
strative personnel such as the Chiefs of the Military Affeirs Buresus be
not included: the Vrime Minister, the Joreign Ninieter, the Finauce
Minister, the Minigters of the Army =nd the Navy, the President of the
Flanning Eoard, the Chiefs of the Arny Genernl Steff, and the Chief of the
Navy General fStaff. We had better add the three Gengui [¥ieli-Marshels or
Fleet Admirale/.

"Fleage telk over these points vith the Premier too."

‘he above was what I wns told.

% 3 pem. Harchioness Xomatsu crme to see me with Nobuko and I had




2 talk with them.

Invited Mr. Hiromichi for supper snd we dined together.




176 8ATO, Kenryo

Edward B, 0'Neill ¥r. Comyns Carr 3 April 1946
:.t.mt Ny, Humphris

In accordance with the conversation had with
starday afte there is attached hereto a

e
{ac skateh SATO, X In re to his
y-egee s I mﬂmnly gselected

various itions and ass ’
those which may be desmed pertinent, Hiis personal record
govering his en into the Army up to and ineluding his

comzand of the 37th Division covers eight pages.

Respectiully,

EDWARD E., O'NEILL




SATO, Kenryo

1., Born June 1, 1895; July 1938 promoted to Colonel;
March 1941 Manager o}.‘ Liaison Committee of the Asiatic Develop-
ment Board and Administrative official of the Manchurian Affairs
Boardj October 1941 promoted to Major General; April 1942 -
mwmmmnum% May 1942 Manager of the
Greater Rast Asia Construetion Committee; November 1942 Member
of the Liaison Committee of Greater Rast Asla Department; March
1945 promoted to Lt. Generalj April 1945 Division Commander
37th Division; from March 1941 to Beptember 1944 a member oi’
the Governmenl: Committee dealing with the affairs under the
jurisdiction of the War Department; from the time of hils pro-
motion to captain (Aug, 6, 1926) '£111 his command of the 37th
Division (Apr. 7, 1945) his assignments were direetly connected
with the General Staff. (N.B. The exact date of his tenure as
Chief of Military Affairs Bureau is not reflected in the fille,
but he is known to have held that position during TOJO's
premiership and he did not leave Tokyo until April 1945 when
given command of the 37th Division.)

2., The Military Affairs Bureau under the TOJO Cabinet was

the War Ministers administrative staff, controlling administration

in occupied territories, information and propaganda services,
and influencing mterna.{ administration and diplomatie inter-
course. This Bureau took the lead in carrying out plans for
the Pacific War and ecte

of prisoners of war.

3. BATO, throughout his career has been closely attached
to TOJO.. He worked for the appointment of TOJO as premier.
He, in conjunction with MUTO, most ardently advised TOJO to
open hostilities in the Paeihc. Puring his military career,
he has been classified as one seeking the expansion of Japan
by force, the conquest and control of Greater East Asla, and
the superilority of the Asiatic race (Japanese) over Occldentals,
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SUPREME CQUMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
INTERNATIGNAL FROSEQUTICON SECTION

6 Mareh 1946

MEMORARDUM TOs Mr. Comyns Oarr
Chairman, Exsoutive Committee

Reference § 3470, EKenryo

Ieint e

Trom L .~Jenersl ISHIDA, Otogoro, Row interned at Sugamo, and
from Gonaral TANAKA, their statemants being substaniielly in asooxd;
learn that 34TO was Director of MiliSary Affairs throughout the pericd
of TOJC's regime, and wos a close goafidant and, in faet, shaped most
polisies relating to military operntions, treatment of prisoners of
war, ote., for TOJO, Likswise, thatpropaganda and informmtion bureaus
wore under his ooamtrol, That om, to wit, Degember 6, 1541 an Imperial
Degree was issued calling for the setting wp of priscncr of war hureau,
but on, to wit, 6%h of May 1542 a desision was rendered by TOJC
calling for the working of wvhite prisoners of war and thelr intermment
in Oriental countries under Japancse contrvl in oxder to demcnstrate
the inferiority of the shite race, and subsequently orders ware issued
directing the carrying out of this plan, It is suggested that SATO
was responsible for the Imperial dearee, for the desiszion of TOJO, and
his office prepared the orders referred to, He is represented to have
been the key figure in the War Ministry other than TOJU himself, By
7 March T should hare a list of witnesses who can verify Oenersel TANAXA's
story as to the degision on the priscner of war policy, he himself being
present, and likewise the mames of witoesses who can verify the prepera-
tion of, the nature and the issuance of, the orders referred to if the
onders themselves cannot be located,

iniat Iree

the Imperial decree referred to in the above paragraph,
both Cenerals being in mocord, learned there were two priscner of war
same person. m‘_mm




L o=Ceneral MUTO participated in the

Notes It 18 suggestied that
recomn-ndation $0 sdopt the priscner of war policy su
ted that 1% .~Oeneral EATO, Helku jiro and

KENNETH No FARKINSON
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TNTERROGATION OF K0IS0, Kunlakl

tion held from 1900 to 1945.

1. piographical sketch of posl
4me Minister, the Emperor

n assuming the position of P>
"to bring this war to a

2e Upo
instructed him

auccessful end,

e Imperial Constitution'. gince this in-

baging it upon th
KOISO undertook

struction could be interpreted two WayS,

"to bring the war to & successful end both by means of

battle and by means of p eace .
3, KOISO formed the Salko Senso shido Kaign (Highest War

Guiding cConmittee) &8 advisor to him.

aue orders decreaslng the rations

to prilsoners of war. not Mmow there Wwas guch an

He does not know who jggued the order to burn Manilae.

order.
to the command-

nThe method of waprfare is left up

He states
a" meaning that the commandl

ng officer

ing officer in that are
in the field has complete authority to do whatever he sees

fit.
of the Tanaka Memoriale.

_KAT were formed by young me jors
the ArTmYye

Se He never‘heard

The SAKURA-KAIL and KOSAKURA
o increase the budget for

groups of people but rather

6
and 11 eutenant colonels ©

Te The TOSEI-HO and KODA=-HA were not

jons into which military men were groupoﬁ. ™e

classificat
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10.
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12.

13.

severe thinkers were the KOhA-HA. He classifies the

following personnel:

TOSEI~-HO - KODA-HA UNENOWN
Nagata, Tetsuzan Tojo Itagaki,
Minime, - Honjo,
Tatekawa,

The Mukden Incident was a surprise to him.

When Tanaks was War Minister (September 1923 - January
1924), Army and Navy agreed on Y 900 million budget for

10 years but appropriations were about 1/? during subse-
quent years. Thils plan was discarded when Mukden Incident
occurred. The Cabinet desired to further reduce the mili-
tary budget in the summer of 1931. After the fall of the
Cabinet in December 1931, the budget for 1932 was increased.
End 12 Februery.

KOISO wanted to disolve the IRAA when he was Prime Minister
but was unsuccessful. He names some personnel connected
with the IRAPA.

KOISO was never a member of KOKURYUEAI, GEVYOSHA, SHIUNOSO,
MIZUHO Club.

KOISO belleves that "humanity, based upon Japanese moral
standards " should be extended to other nations and that
government leaders must have the "capacity to mahage the
p60p1é." _

He knows nothing about the Political and Administrative




14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20,

Reforms Program, nor the Plan for productive capacilty,

nor the War Policy Plan.

He enumerates the Jap mllitary forces in Manchuria 1n

the summer of 1931 and states that the Chinese forces

far outnumbered the Jap garrison. End 18 February.

Orders were issued to Jap commander in Manchuria not to
attack the Chinese but they disobeyed the order. No
disciplinary action was taken for this disobedience. He
doesn't know the place or the time.

As Chief of Staff of Kwantung Army, he helped the command-
er in bringing independence to Manchuria. End 5 March.
The occupation of SHANKAIKAWAN in January 1935 was a result

of the Chimese evacuating the city. Both Jap and Chlnese
troops occupied the place and Chinese troops were wlthdrawn.
KOISO's mission as Chief of Staff of Kwantung Army was to

preserve peace in Manchuria, improve communication faclilities

and private industry and commerce. Nelther ITAGAKI nor

TSHIWARA remained on Kwantung Army Staff there.

After the China Incident, KOISO (As Commander of Korean Army)
was ordered by Tokyo to dispatch reinforcements to the North
China Army.

When Commander of Korea, KOISO treated Korean people "as
nicely as I could;" he requested additional pay for the
Koreaen officials and didn't know why he was called "Tiger




21 .

22 «

of Eorea" but knew that he was.

when Overseas Minister, he knows nothing of construction
in Mandated Islands. He authorized laborers for the
Mandated Islands from the native and Jap residents. The
Navy pald all their expenses. Shunsuke KONDO was Governor
of Mandated Islands in 1940.

No protests were brought to him concerning treatment of

P. We while KOISO was Prime Minister.

/s/ J. F. Humel,
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JITNESS: SAITO, Yaheita

IV. KELEVANCY: He was the President of the Manchurisn Development
Comp any. Hgﬂig,hﬁliaxgg_to be at present under
detention of the Soviet Goveinment. He will testify
to the activities and duties of KOISO during his

service in Manchuria,

PLISONAL DATA:

1885 Born.
1914 Graduated from Argy Staff College.
July 1918 Appointed regular staff officer of the General Staff
1920 Trip to Siberia and China,
1923 Trip to Europe.
1928 Further study at Steff College, another trip to China.
1930 Colonel, Chief of the Control Secticn, Bureau of
Supplies &nd Equipment, War Ministry.
8 Aug 1932 Steff Officer of the Kuantung Army
1 Aug 1933 Commender of the 6th Infantry Bacidexkkn Bridage.

1938 Comender of the First Division, lajor General.

1940 Chief of Weapons Division, War Miuisiry, Lt. Gen,

vi. PFOSEI?UTIUN'S EVIDECLs

CKADA, Record p. 1825,"After the occupation of Manchuria, the
Kwantung Army was the real government there, although & soecelled
independent government was set yp there in the -early part of 1932,
whose independence was sapposedly recognized by Jepen in September
pxof that year. This Government was com.letely dominsted and con-
trolled by the Kwantung Army." (Koiso was Chief of Staff, Kwantung

Army , 1932'210

TANAKA, Record 2023, "Manchurie wes completely occupied by
the Spring of 1933 when the occupation of Jehol was completed.”
(Koiso was Chief of Staff, Kwaniung Army, 1932=34)

EXH. 210, Record, p. 2701, ", ,..Japanese militarists and
diplomats openly declared thet the political structure of North
Chine did not satisfy their wishes and they instigated bocal
authorities to proclaim autonomy which the villages menaged 1o
evade.”

EXH. 2,210, Record p. 15,809 KOIS0 received 20,000 yen under
secret Manchurian fund.
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Prepared by Col. R. W. Fixel

WITNESS: SAITO, Yaheita

In behalf of Koiso, Xunlaki. to testify relative to the

activity and duties of Koiso, Kuniaki, during his ser-
vice in Kanchuria. “

PERSONAL DATA:

Vaj. Gen. Yaheita SLITO was born 28 September 1885.
While his permanent sddress is No. 158 Kami Tokano-mura,
I"'itoyo-gun, Kagawa Prefecture, it appzars in tne Court
Order (Paper 600) authorizing issuance of subpoenas in
behalf of Koilso, that SAITO is "at present believed to be.
under detention by the Soviet Government at Chiamsu i1n
llanchuria,.®

AITO!'s mature life was spent in the Japenese military

e whére he held importent positions, being assigned
neral Staff Office on 29 May 1916. From 1924 to

1928 he performed duties »s inspector; thereaflter until

Avg. 8, 1932 he successively wes g student znd Instrictor

in the "ilitary Staff College in 1229; Chief of the Control

Section, Bureau of Suppliecs gnl Teniprent in 1930; Assistan

Secretzry and Secretary of the comrittee arranging the

mobilization of munition industries lor the irmy cnd Navy

in 1931; and on Aug. ©, 1932 & staff offilicer of the Kwantung

Army, which post he held until fug. 1, 1 3 hen he wes

relfeved znd appointed Comrander of the 6ta Infantry Regiment

(Curriculium vitae).
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SUMARY OF PROSECUTION'S EVIDD'CE relsting to witneses or

asccnsec.,

Prosecution Document 19082 (Minutzs of Third Trial of
Okaws., Shumei) ties Koiso into the abortive plot to over-
throw the Czbinet in Japen in I"arch 1%231. The evicdence
showed thst Koiso, who was then in the "ar Tinistry took

"eharge of sverything" and agreed to "represent the Army™
in the attzmnted murder which was planned, but l=ter "decided
to suspend it." (P. 20 of minutles of triad ),

Durins the sanme sumrer (1931) Keiso was ealled in to
consult on the military budget, =nd recorrended increasing
it. (Cese Tile 42 Serizl 22).

Koiso 'ros ossisned a2s Chief of St=fl of Lhe Kwantung
trmy in Aug. 1932, His mwission was to support three basic
princivles:s (1) the reorganization of peace in Manchurls;
(™) development of transportation anc com nnication; (3)
development of industry, mining anc azriculture. (Case

file 62 Serizl No. 51).

is TO the execution of the policy to develop Nanchuria
industrially it is apparent thst such develonment was mainly
for the benefit of and under the political and military con-
trol of Japen. TFor control of the anchurian communications
system, see Pros. Ex 231; Recorc p. 2919-24, TFor control of
railways, harbors, waterways anc air routes, see Record
P, 4258. Tor control of l'anchultoan industry, see Ex. 445

(Record P. 5052-5069). :
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THER AVAILADLE FACTS

See document prepared by Col. Fixel re testimony
of Ishimaru, Shitoma (Shizuma) in behalf of Koiso,

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR CROSS-EXAVINATION

The position of Salto as a staff officer in the
Kwantung f“vv during & part of the time Kolso was Chiefl
of qtm“f sresents an on“o:tuwlty to eclzrify the activities
of ¥oiso in the office he held.

(a) Ordinarily ¢ uhlE- of Staff does not receive
or disburse army funds. ¢ would be apropos to find out
what Saito lmows asbout the receipt and expenditure by
Koiso of ¥ 1,970,000 for "secret expenditure as required"
by the .rmy, why the fund went to the Chief ol Staff
instead of to the Finsnce Officers; what such fund was
used for: whet seecret setivities were carried on; whot
uchn“1?1b wes meCe of the expendituresy what were Saito's
duties 2t the time £s a sta’”l officer; were there staff
ich Ffiscussions were had relative to tais
a

-

J

LY ]

meetinss at wh
funés; what was discussed; who nttended such meelings;

what action was taken.

-

Staffy; what transactions were had beuween the myrhether
ito had knawleﬂﬂr of the Kwentungz &rmy in its work,*n

:ﬁnchnrls; whether the Army secured rp proval or ratifi-

cation of such plans from Tokyo Wrr Winistry officials,

or vhether it acted independently.

(b) The relationship between Srito ané Koiso on

-

(¢) Was ouito ever entrusted with missions by
iKoiso as Chief of Staff of the Krantung _rmy, what were
such missions; whft wae Aone by Saito in reference thereto;
wss he ever given sccret funis to erugz&; il sg, whst Were

they expended for.

(d) ihere was the physiece l location of the 6th Inf.
Reziment in 1533 when Ba ito assumed cor"tndi if 1t was
in Manchuria who d4id he rﬁport to as comnender; if to the
Command inz General, I'wantung Army, were his Leglin with
the Chief of Staff, Koisoj what wss the work the 6th
inf. Regiment d&id while he ~'~c.m‘rn"'""c‘f”q Th't organization;
mhet connections did it have with civil a cfeirs, (ﬁwplore

this fully).
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