

















VST AP
3 VoS R ey ’ \
2 ~ g 9 g 7 Y N -
A S S it bR
" " b . PR

v
s
PR A *

AN

T e









TRAVELS anp DISCOVERIES
NORTH Axp CENTRAL AFRICA:

BEING A

JOURNAL OF AN EXPEDITION

UNDERTAKKEN

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF H.B.M.S GOVERNMENT,

IN THR YEARS

-1849—18566.

BY

HENRY{BARTH)\Pa.D., D.C.L.

1
- PRLLOW OF THR ROYAL GROGRAPHICAL AND ASIATIC SOCIKTIES,
' §e. §e.

IN FIVE YOLUMES.

VOL. 1L

LONDON:
LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, LONGMANS, & ROBERTS.
1857.



Lownom ¢

Printed by SrorTiswoons & Co.
New-street Square.



CONTENTS

THE SECOND VOLUME.

CHAPTER XXIL

Separation of the Travellers.—The Border Districts of the
Independent Pagan Confederation.—TWsiwa - - 1

Disscmbling of the Chis/,—His steadfast Character.~Mr. Richardson’s
Health.—Separation.— Different Roads to Kané.~— Animated Intercourse.
~—Native 'Warfare.—The First Large Tamarind-tree.—Villages and
Wells.—Separation from Mr. Overweg.—Improved Scenery.—Encamp-
ment at (fosenikko.—Lively Camp-scene.—Native Delicacies. —Reve-
nues of Tasiwa.—Astounding Message.— Visit to Tasiwa.—The Market
in Tasiwa.—Nachirf, A’nnur’s Estato.—Character of the People and
their Dwellings.—Iotrigue defeated.—Counting Shells,.—A Petty Sul-
tan.—Dyeing-Pits.

CHAP. XXITIL.

Gazfiwa.—Residence in Kitsena - - - - 82

An African Dandy.—My Protector Elaiji.—Camp-life.—Fortifications
and Market of Gazséwd—March resumed. — Desolate Wilderness.—Site
of Dénkama.—Struggle between Islistism and Paganism.—Eancamp-
ment near Kétsega.—~Estimate of Salt-caravan.~~Negro Horsemen.—
Equestrian Musicians.-~The Governor of Kitsena.~—Detained by him.—
The Governor's Wiles—Disputoa—Who is the * Kifer ?"—Clapper-
ton's Companion.—The Tawatl Bel-Ghét conciliated.—Exfortionate
Demands~Subject abous the K¥fer resumsd.—The Presonts.—Pro-
menado through the Town.~+The Governor's Wishes.—Taking Leave
of him. ' '



iv CONTENTS OF

CHAP. XXIV.
Page

Hausa.—History and Description of Kitsena.—Entry into
Kané - - - - - - - 69
The Name Hiusa. —Origin of the HAusa Nation.—The seven States,—
Origin of the Town of Katsena.—The Mohammedang Missionary Ben
Maghili—Kings of Katsena.—The First Moslim,~The Oldest Quarter.
—Magnitude of the Town.—Its Decline.—Salubrious Site and.Favour-
able Situation of Kitsena.— Departure from Kitsena.—Wild State of the
Country.— Shibdiwa.—Rich Scenery.—Kusida.—The Dentang Tree.
—Women with Heavy Loads.— Beehives.—Gérzo.— Approach to Kand.
—Straggling Villages.—Composition of our Troop.—First View of
Dalé. —Entering Kand.

CHAP. XXV.

Residence in Kané.—View of its Interior.—Its History and
Present State.—Commerce - - - - 97

My Situation in Kand—Debts. - -Projects.—The Commissioner.—Diffi-
culties.—Sickness.—Interior of Kané; Animated Picture.—The Quar.
ters of the Conquered and the Ruling Race.—The* Serki” and the Gha-
ladima.—The Audience.—Presents.—Plan of Kand,—Street-groups.—
Industry.—View from Mount Dald.~—Acquaintances in Kano.—Medi-
tated Departure.—Historical Sketch of Kand.—Growth of the Town.—
The Quarters of the Town.—Ground-plan of my House.~—Population.—
Commerce.—Various Kinds of Zénne.—Export of Cloth.——Grand Cha-
racter of Trade.—~Produce.—The Guinea-fowl Shirt.—Icather-work.-—
Kola -nut.—Slaves.—Natron, Salt, Ivory-trade.—European Goods in
Kané.—The South American Slave-traders.—Small Quantity of Calico.
— Silk.—Woollen Cloth.—Beads.—~Sugar.—Fire-arms. —Razors. — Arab
Dresscs,—Copper.—The Shells and the Dollar.—Markets of Xand,—
Revenues.—Administration,—The Conquering Tribe,

CHAP. XXVL

Starting for Ktkawa.-—~The Frontier-district - - 148

Leaving Kan6 quite by mysclf.—My Trooper.—Get off later.—Domestic
Slavery.—Gezawa.—My Runaway Servant ‘Abd Allah.—The Sherif and
his Attendants.—Mules in Negroland.—Kika Mairawi.—Insecurity,—
Scarcity of Water.—Natron-frade.—Endurance and Privations of the
Traveller.—Arrival at Gerki—Take Leave of Héusa.—Gummel.—
Houscbuilding. —Antidote. —Market at Gmmel.——Magnitude of Nork.



THE S8ECOND VOLUME. v

—Tv:; Spanish Dollars.—Depart from Gémmel.—Benziri.—The Rebel
Chicef Bokhari.—His Exploits.—The Governor of Maishena.—Letter-
carrier’s Mistake.—Curious Talisman.—Manga Warriots.—Wuélleri.
—Scarcity of Water again.—Town of Mishena.—State of the Country.
--Cheorﬁq. Out-of-the-way Place.~—A/lamiy.—Bandi and the Ghila-
~ dinsi~The Kirds.--Ronta from Kané to A'lamiéy by way of Kha-

déjs. o .

. CHAP. XXVIL

* Pagoe
B6rnu Proper © - - - - - - 197

“Intercourse.—Change of Life in Negroland —Region of the Dam-palm.—
The Kiri Ox.—The River Wini.—Enter Bérnu Proper.—Zurrikulé,—
News of the Death of Mr. Richardson.—Sandy Downs.— Déffowa,—
Industry.—The Stray Camel.—Town of Wadi.—-Good Market and no
Provisions.— Hospitable Treatment.—The Bauks of the Wani.—Locusts
aud Hawks.—Nguratuwa; Grave of Mr. Richardson.—The Tawarek
again.—Aldune.—~The Jungles of the Komidugn.—Ruins of Ghim-
barG.—A Forest Encampment.—Nomadic Herdsmen.— Abundance of
Milk.—Ford of the Komidugu.—Native Ferry-boats.—Khér-Alla, the
DBorder-warfarer.—Changing Guides.—The Runaway Horse.—A Do-
mestic Quarrel.

CHAP. XXVIIL .

*
Arrival in KGkawa - - - - . - 240

Pcculiar Character of the Alluvial Plainsof Bérnu.—The Attentive Woman.
—Entrance into Kikawa.—Scrvants of the Mission.—Debts of the Mis-
sion.—Interview with the Vizier,—Sheikh ‘Omar.—Mr, Richardson's
Property.—Amicable Arrangements,

CHAP. ¥XIX.

Authenticity and genera£ Character of the History of Bornu 253

Documents. —Beginning of written History,—Pedigree of the Bornu Kings.
Chronology.—Harmony of Facts.—The Séfuwa Dynasty.—E’bn Khal-
diin.—Makrizi afid E'bn Batdta.—Surprising Accuracy of the Chro-
nicle of Bérpu.—S%tement of Leo Africanus.—Berber Origin of the
Béfuwa.~Form of Government.—The Berber Race.~The Quecn
Mother.-—Indigenous Tribes.—TMe Teda or Tebu.—The Soy.—Epochs
of Bérnu History.—@reatest Power.—Decling of the Bérnu Ewpire.—
The Kénemiyin.



vi CONTENTS OF

[y

. L. .
CHAP. X Pago

The Capital of Bornu - - - - - 283

My Friends.—The Arab A’hmed bel MejGb, —The Pillo 'brahim from
the Senegal. — Nangerous Medical Practice. — A'hmed®he Traweller.-.-
My Bornu Friends.—The Vizier el Hij Beshir ; his Carcer; his
Domestic Establishment ; his Leniency.— Debts of the Missjon paid.
— The English House. —Plaguo of Insects.— Preparations for a Journey.
—Character of Kakawa.—The Two Towns.—The Great Market, —
Business and Concourse, — Defective Currency.— Drices of Provisions.
— Fruits, — Camels. — Horses, — Want of Native Industry. — Bérnu
Women. — Promenade.

CHAP. XXXI.
The Tsad - - - - - - - 319

Character of the Road to Ngérnu.— Nyornu.—— Searching the Tsid,
—Longer Excursion, —Character of the Shoures of the Tsid,—
The Biadduma and their Boats,—Fresh Water. -— Swampy Plains, —
Boats of the Biidduma again. — Maduwari. — Idress of the Sugirti, —
Account of the Lake, — Shores of the Creek.— Soyorum — Kéwa. — Re-
turngo Kiikawa.—Servants dismissed.—Mohammed Titiwi the Auapicious
Messenger. — Slave-caravan, -~ Announcement of Rainy Season. — Ride
to Gawinge. —Mr, Overweg's Arrival. —Meeting. —Property restored. —
Mercantile Intrigues, —The Sheikh’s Relatives, — Messengers from
A’'damiwa.—Anticipated Importance of the Eastern Branch of the Niger
— Proposed Jouruey to A’damiwa.

CHAP. XXXII1.

Setting out on my Jourtey to A’damiwa.— The Flat,
Swampy Grounds of Bérnu - - - - 351

Leaving Kikawa. —The Road Southwards. -~ Inhospitality ncar the
Capital,—Buying with a Shirt. —The Winter €orn.—'The Shiiwa Arabs.
— Mingholo Gezéwa,— Fair Arabs, —Magi Distriet, —The Gémerght
District.—District of Ujé.—Fi Conntry.—Mébani.—Pilgrim Trad ere
Banks of the Yalo. — Virst View of the Mdtntains, — Flgo Moziri, —
Market of Ujé, — Alawo. — Approuch to Méndars,



.

THE SECOND ‘VOLUME. vi

CHAP. XXXIIL
. Page

The Borzier-eountry of the Marghf - - - 374

Question abgnt Snowy Mountains, — The Blackemith, — Sh&mo. District. —
A Storm, —Molghoy. —The Southern Molghoy. ~—Large Kiirna-trées. —
Structurqof the Huts. — Deviations from Negro Type. — The Marghi,
their Attire and Language.—Edible Wild Fruits.—The Baobab.—Beauti-
ful Scenery.—I'ssege.—Spirit of the Natives.—Degenerate Félbe.—The
Iake. — View of Mount Mindif. —JVindalé Mountains. — Route to
Sugfir.—The Marghf Tribe.— o Dispute. — Unsafe Wilderness.
—Unwholesome Water. —The Return of the Slave Girl.—The Babir
Tribe. —~ Lahiuls. — The Idol — Alarm.--Abundance of Vegetable
Butter. — Serions March. —The Béza Tribe.—The Dividing Range. —
U’'ba. —The New Colony.

CHAP. XXXIV.

A’damiwa. Mohammedan Settlements in the Ileart of
Central Africa - - - - - - 414

The Conquering Tribe.— The Granite Hills, — Valley and Mouantain-chain,
—Isolated Mountain-groups. — Mbi. — The Surrounding Country, —
Origin of the Filbe. — Bégma and Peculiar Structures. — Camels a
Novelty. — Compliment paid to the Christian. —Mbutiidi.— Filbe Way
of Salattng. —The Déléb-palm (Borassus flabelliformis #) and its
Fruit.—The Granits Mount, — Simplicity of Manners. —Monnt Holma.
—Tegéro.— Edible Productions, — Groand-nut Diet. — Badanijo. —
Fertile Vale. — Temporary Senrcity, — Kuriilu, — Red and white Sor-
ghum, — Sariwu Beréberé, — Comfortable Quarters. — Accurate De-
scription. — Important Situation of Saréwu. — Tebu Traders. — Fair
Negroes. — Market of Sardwu, — Sariwn Fulfiilde. —The Mansion, —
‘The Blind Governor. — Principal Men in Y§la. — Mount Konkel. —Bélem.
— An Arab Adventurer,—Rich Vegetation. —The young Pallo. —Old
Msdllem Dalili, -— Arab Colony. — A Country for Colonies. — Ruined
Village (Meligo). — Gastronomic Discussion, — Mdyo Tiyel. — The
Bétta Tribe, — Sullérj, — Inhospitable Reception,

* CHAP. XXXV.

. .
The Meeting of the Waters.—The Bénuwé and Firo - 463

Approach to the River.— Mount Mantika and the Bénuwé.— The Tépe
or “Junction.” —The great Arm of the Kwéra,—The Traveller’s
Pursuits, — Highroad of Commerce. — The Frail Canoes. — Bathing in



viil . CONTENTS OF

the Bénuwé.— The Passage.— The River Féro ; its Current.—Floods
and Fall of the River. — Chabajéure. — Densely inhabited District. —
Mount Bégelé. — The Backwater. — Ribégo — Cultivation 3 Rice.—
The Bétta Language.— Inundation, —Yebbérews. — Mount Bégelé and
Island. —Reach Yéla. - '

CHAP. XXXVIL
Pago

My Reception in Y§la.—Short Stay.—Dismissal - - 483

Inauspicious Entrance.—(,’nriosity of Natives. — Quarters.— An Arab
Traveller to Lake Nyassa.— The Governor Mohammed Lowel — The
Anundience. — The Mission repulsed. — The Goveruor's Brother Manstr.
—Ordered to withdraw. —Begin my Return-Journey. — Character of
Yéla. — Slavery. — Extent of Fambina. — Elevation and Climate. —
Vegetable and Animal Kingdom. — Principal Chicfs of the Country. —
Tribes ; the Bitta, the Chdmba, and other Tribes.

CHAP. XXXVIL
My Journey Home from A’damiwa - - - 515

Start from Ribago. — Hospitable Treatment in Sulléri. — Demsa-Pdha, —
The Memorable Campaign Southward. — View of a Native Settlement.
Beaautiful Country. — Bélem again, — Mgllem Dalili and his Family, ——
Miglebi. — Mibi. — My Quarters. — Houschold Futniure. — U’ba, -—
Unsafe Boundary-district. — Lahaula. — I'ssego. — Iron Ornaments of
the Marghi. — Funeral Dance. — Ordeal. — Feeling of Love, — A Party
going to Sacrifice.— Arrival at Yerimari. — Villages of the Gémerghi.
— Ujé Kisukuli.— Difference of Climate, ~ Plants.— ITuts. — Plains of
Bérou Proper.— Seizing a Hut. — African Schoolboys. — A wandering
Tribe.—~Town and Country — Guineaworm. — Thunder-storm, — TPeople
returning from Market.—Manghono.—Return to Ktikawa.

APPENDIX. *

I.
Quarters of the Town of Kétsena - -. - -~ 553

fr.

Chief Places in the Provineco of Kitsena - ~ - 857



' THE BECOND WOLUME.

chiéf'i'ladés in the Province of Kan6, and Routes diverging
from Kané in various Dxrechons, prmccpally towmls the

South - ' e . .
9 e
Iv. _
Collection of Itmermes passing through the various Dis-
tricts of A.’dcm&n - - -
. VO

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE,

Containing a List of the Séfuwa, or Kings of Bérnu de-
scended from Séf, with the few historical facts and events
under their respective reigns, that have come to our
knowledge - - - - - -

VL
Fragments of w*Metearological Register - - .

Page



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

IN

THE SECOND VOLUME.

MAPS.
, Page
VIL Routes between Kétsena and Kikawa - - i
VIIL Route from Kikawa to Yéla - - - 851
PLATES. .

* e

1. Tépe, the confluence of the Bénuwé and Firo - Frontispiece
2. Kané from Mount Dala - - to face 111
3. Dendal in Kikawa - - 243

”

4, Kélu-Kemé, the open Water of the Tsﬁd - &) |
5. Shores of Lake Tsid - - - - 332
6. Mbutddi . - . - Cm 425
7. Demsa-pbha - - . - -, 521 x
8, Méglebu - - - - -y, 525X
WOODCUTS.
Corn-stack - - - <. - 8
Negro Stirrup - - - ! . - 46
Ground-plan of the Town of Kiitsena - - - 79
Ground-plan of the Town of Kané - - . - 107

Dagger and Scabbard - . - .

110



ILLYSTRATIONS IN SECOND VOLUME. xi

Page
Ground-glan of my House in Kané - - -, - 124
Guinea-f8wl Shirt - - - - - - 129
Sandals - - - - - - - 130
Leather Pockete - - - - - - ib.
Henhouse - " - - - - 207
Ground-plan P House in Kﬁkawa - - - - 299
Ground-plan of the Town of Kikawa - - - 304
The Sefhéum of the Marghf - - - - 384
Douple Peak of Mount Mindif - - - - 896
View of Mountain-chaia of Uba - - - - 416
Mountain - - - - - - - 418
Another Mountain - - - - - - 419
Mount Kilba-Géya - - - - - - ib.
Mountain-chain, Fingting - - - - - 421
Mount Hélma - - - - - - 431
Mount Kurtlu - - - - - - 437
Ground-plan of Huts - < - - - 439
Couch-screen - - o - - - 441
Picturesque Cone - - - - - - 442
Mountain-range beyond Sardwu - - - - 450
Mount Kdnkel - - - -a - 451
The Governor's Aud:ence-hal[ - - - - 490
Pi¢turesque Cone - - - - - - 518
Ground-plan of Hut in Mabi - - - - 527
Household Furniture - - - - - 528
Hand-bill - - . . - - - 532
Shield - - - - - - 537

Different Shape of Huts - .- - - - 549












TRAWELS AND DISCOVERIES

IN

AFRICA.

CHAPTER XXII.

SEPARATION OF THE TRAVELLERS. — TIIE BORDER DISTRICTS OF
THE INDEPENDENT PAGAN CONFEDERATION. — TASAWA.

Tue important day had arrived when g,
we werce to scparate not only from each Jan 10th, 1851
other, but also from the old chief A'nnur, upon whom
our fortunes had been dependent for so long a
period. Iaving concealed his real intentions till the
very last moment, he at length, with seeming reluc-
tance, pretended that he was going first to Zinder.
He confided me, therefore, to the care of his brother
Elaiji, a most amiable old man, only a year younger
than himself, but of a very different character, who
was to take the lead of the salt-caravan to Kand;
and he promised me that I should arrive there in
safety.
VoL II. B



2 TRAVELS IN AFKIUA, Gm\r X X1l

I had been so fortunate as -to gécure for mﬂclf‘ A
far as that place, the services of Gajére, whoewns sct-
tled in Tégelel, where he was regarded as A'nnur’s
chief slave, or overseer (* baba-n-bawa ”)b Thisman
I hired, together with a mare of his, for myself, and
a very fine pack-ox for that part of my luggage,which
my faithful camel, the Bu-Séfi, was unable to carry.
A’nnur, I must suy, behaved excellently towards me
in this matter; for, having called e and Gajére
into his presence, he presented his trusty servant, be-
fore all the people, with a red bernids on my account,
enjoining him in the strictest terms to scc e safc to
Kané.

And so 1 separated from our worthy old friend
with deep and sincere regret. He was a most inter-
esting specimen of an able politician and a peaceful
ruler in the midst of wild, lawless hordes; and I
must do him the justice of declaring that he behaved,
on the whole, exceedingly well towards us. I cannot
avoid expressing the. sorrow I afterwards felt on
account of the step which Mr. Richardson thought
himself justified in taking as soon as he had passed
from the hands of A'nnur into those of the autho-
rities of DBdrau, viz., to. urge the shcikh of that
country to claim restitution from the former, not
ouly for the value of the things taken from us by the
bordering tribes of the desert, bus even of part of the
sum which we had paid to A’nnur himself. Such
conduct, it appeared to me, was not only impolitic,
but unfair. It was impolitic, because the claim
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could e of o avail and would only sgrve to
alienate® from us a‘man whom we had succeeded in
makmg our frignd; and it was unfair, for, although
thé¢ sum- whjch we had given to the chicf was rather
Iwrge in proportion ‘to our limited means, we were
not. .compelled to pay it, but were simply given to
understand that, if we wanted the chicf himself to
accompany us, we must contribute so much. I became
fully aware of the unfavourable effect which ~Mr.
Richardson’s proceedings in this respect produced, on
the occasion of a visit which I paid the old chief in
the beginning of the year 1853, when passing through
Zinder on my way to Tiwbtktu. He then mentioned
the circumstance with much fedling, and asked me if;;
judging from his whole behaviour towards us, he had
deserved to be treated as a robber.

But to return to Tdgelel, when I shook hands with
the ¢ s6fo” he was sitting, like a patriarch of old, in
the midst of his slaves and free men, male and female,
and was dividing amongst them presents, such as
shawls and turkedies, but principally painted arm-
rings of clay, imported from Egypt, and of which the
women of these districts are passionately fond. Mr.
Richardson being rcady to start, I took a hearty fare-
well of him, fixing our next place of meecting in K-
kawa, about the first of April. He was tolerably well
at the timne, although he had shown evident symptoms
of being greatly affected by the change from the
finc fresh air of the mountainous district of Air to
the sultry climate of the fertile lands of Negroland;

B 2
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and he was quite incapable of bearing the heatfof the
sun, for which reason he always carried an uabrella,
instead of accustoming himsclf fo it by degrees.
There was somec sinister foreboding in t.he ciredm-
stunce that I did not feel sufficient confidence to
intrust to his care a parcel for Europe. I had gealed
it expressly that he might take it with him to Ku-
kawa, and send it oft from that place with his own
despatches immediately after his arrival; but at the
moment of parting 1 preferred taking it mysclf to
Kané. All iy best friends amongst the Kél-owi
were also going to Zinder, in order, as they said,
to accompany their master, although only a small
part of the salt-caravin followed that route. Over-
weg and I remained together for two or three days
longer.

I felt happy in the extreme when I found mysclf
once more on horseback, however deficient in beauty
my little mare might be; for few energetic Europeans,
I think, will relish travelling for any length of time
on camel’s back, as they are far too dependent on
the caprice of the animal. We set out at half-past
scven o'clock, and soon passed on our right a village,
and then a second one, which I think was Ddkari,
where a noble lady of handsorne figure, and well
mounted upon a bullock, joined the caravan. She
was seated in a most comfortables large chair, which
was fastened on the bullock’s back. We after-
wards passed on our l?ight the town of Olaldwa,
situated on a low range of hills. In the dower plain

B A KRN
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into Which:we next descended, I observed the first
regular ant-hill. Small groups of corn-
stacks, or rumbis, further on dotted a
depression or hollow, which was encom-
passed on both sides with gently-sloping
hills. Here I had to leave the path of
the caravan with my new companion Gajére, who
was riding the bullock, in order to water our two
beasts, a duty which now demanded our chief atten-
tion every day.

At length we reached the watering-place of Gil-
mirdm, consisting of a group of not less than twenty
wells, but all nearly dry. The district of Damerghi
must sometimes suffer greatly from drought. The
horses and cattle of the village were just coming to
be watcred; what time and pains it must take to
satisfy a whole herd, when we were scarcely able to
water our two animals! Passing along through thick
underwood, where the ¢ kdlbo,” with its large dry
leaves of olive hue, and its long red pods similar to
those of the khartb-trece, but much larger, predomi-
nated almost cxclusively, and lcaving the village
Maihdnkuba on our right, we at last overtook the
caravan ; for the A’sbendwa pack-oxen are capable of
carrying heavy loads at a very expeditious pace, and
in this respect leave far behind them the pack-oxen
of the fertile regions of Negroland. We now kept
along through the woody region, where the tree
“ aéshi,” with an edible fruit, was most frequent.

We cncamped in a thickly-wooded hollow, when my
B 3
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<

sociable companion Gajére, as well: by the cafe he
took for our evening fire (which he arrangeq in the
most scientific way) as by the information-hé gave
me with regard to the routes leading frémeZinder to
Kané, contributed greatly to the comfort®gnd cheer-
fulness of our bivouac. 1 first learned from him
that there are four different routes from. Zinder to
Kand, one route, the westernmost,;. passing by Ddu-
ra; the sccond, passing by Kazdure; the. third, by
Garti-n-Gedtnia; the fourth, by Gummel (or, as he
pronounced it, Gtimiel* ), gari-n-serki-n-Da-n-Tandma,
this being the -easternmost and longest route. Ga-
jére himself was only acquainted with the third
route, the stations of which are as follows.

Starting from Zinder you sleep*the first night in
Gégo, the second in Mokdkia, the third in Zélunzélun,
the fourth in Magérid, the fifth in Tunfushi, the sixth
in Gard-n-Gedinia, from whence it is three days’
journey to Kané.

Saturday, My people, Gajére, and mysclf started
January 11th. considerably in advance of the caravan, in
order to water the animals at our leisure, and fill the
waterskins. It was a beautiful morning, and our
march a most pleasant one; a tall sort of grass called
‘“ gdmba ” covered the whole groind. Thus we went
on cheerfully, passing by a well at present dry, situated
in a small hollow and surrounded with fine trees which
were enlivened by numbers of Guinea fowl and wild

<

* 'This same variation is to be observed in the name Maradi,
which many people pronounce M ariyddi. - ' ;
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Cuary XXII.

pigeks, Beyond this spot the country became more
open ; apd about five miles from the well we‘reached
the pond or “ tébki-n-riwa Kiédura,” close on the right
of our path. * It was already partly dried up, and the
water had®quite a milky colour from the nature of
the ground, which consists of a whitish clay; but
during the ;rainy season, and for some time after-
wards, when all the trees which surround it in its
dry state stand in the midst of the water, it is of
consxderable size. There are a great many kailbo-
trees herc. We also met a small troop of men very
characteristic of the country we had entered, being
wanton in behaviour and light in dress, having no-
thing on but short shirts (the colour of which had
once been dark blue) and diminutive straw hats, while
all their luggage consisted of a small leathern bag
with poundg¢d ¢ géro” or millet, some gourd bottles
to contain the fura, besides two or three drinking-
vesscls.  One of them, an exceedingly tall fellow,
rode a horse scarcely able to carry him, though the
cavalier was almost as lean as his Rosinante. Soon
afterwards the pond became enlivened by the arrival
of a caravan of pack-oxen, everything indicating that
we had reached a region where intercourse was easy
and continuous. . ‘

We remained here nearly two hours, till the * airi”
came up, when we joined it, and soon discovered the
reason of their being so long; for in the thick under-
wood the long strings of camels could not proceed

fast, and the stoppages were frequent. We then met
B 4
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another small caravan. At aquarter past;fourfin the
afternoon we encamped in a locality, adlled Amsiisu,
in the midst of the forest. We were bulm "pitching
the tent, when a body of about sixtéemhorsemnen
came up, ull dressed in the Tawdrek fashlon, but
plainly indicating their intermixture with the Hdusa
people by their “less muscular frame, and Dy the
variety of their dress; and in fact they all belonged
to that curious mulatto tribe called Bizu- (p/. Ba-
zawe). They were going on a * yhki,” but whether
against the Awelimmiden or the Féllani I could not
learn at-the time; the latter, however, proved to be
the case.

The carth hereabouts was filled with a peculiar
kind of small worms, which greatly annoyed any
person lying on the bare ground, so that 1 wus
very fortunate in having my “gadé” with me. A
bedstead of some kind is a most necessary picce of
furniture for an African traveller, as T have already
remarked on a previous oceasion; but it should be of
a lighter description than my heavy boards, which,
notwithstanding their thickness, were soon split,
and at length smashed to pieces, in the thick forests
through which we often had to pass. Our ‘bivouac in
the cvening round our fire wal exceedingly agree-
able, the staid and grave demeanour of my burly and
energetic companion imposing even upon the frivolous
Mohamined, who at this time behaved much bet-
ter than usual. Gajére* informed me that:ghe dircct
western road from here to Tasdwa passed by the
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villaBe Gérari; the pond U'rafa, the well Jiga, and by
B;rm«q-TMn, ‘while we were to follow an eastern
a swamp'hamed Thgelel.

Sevex:a,l ‘canii¢ls were missing in the morn- o,
ing, as'was indeed very natural in & coun- January i2(h.
try like thls,,ﬂnckly covered with trees and underwood.
.Soon, however; a tremendously shrill' cry, passing
-from troop to troop, and producing altogether a most
startling effect, announced that the animals had been
found ; and a most interesting and lively scene ensued,
each party, scattered as the caravan was through the
forest, beginning to load their camels on any narrow
open space at hand. The sky was thickly overcast;
and the sun did not break forth till after we had gone
some three or four miles. We passed a beautiful
tsdmia, or tamarind-tree, which was, I think, the first
full-grown tree of this specics we had seen, those in
Tagclel being mere dwarfs. Having descended a
little, we passed at cleven o’clock a small hamlet or
farming-village called Kauye-n-Salakh; and I after-
wards observed the first tulip-tree, splendidly covered
with the beautiful flower just open in all the natural
finery of its colours, while not a single leaf adorned
the tree. I think this was the first tree of the
kind we had passed on our road, although Overweg
(whose attention d drew to it) asserted that he had
seen specimens of it the day before; nevertheless
1 doubt their having escaped my observation, as I
took the.greatest interest in noting down accuratcly
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where every new species of plant first ap
At four o’clock in the afterncon we-saw -the first
cotton-fields, which alternated with the corn:fields-
most agreeably. The former are certainly: tch& -great-
ost and most permanent ornament of ‘any?landscape
in these rcgions, the plant being in leaf at almost
every season of the year, and partly even in a state
of fructification; but a field of full-grown cotton-.
plants, in good order, is very rarely met with in these,
countries, as they are left generally in a wild. state,
over-grown with all sorts of rank grass. A little
beyond these ficlds we pitched our tent.

Monday, We started at rather a late hour, our
January 13th. - poad being crossed by a number of small
paths which led to watering-places; and we were
soon surrounded by a great many women from a
neighbouring village called Baibay, offering for sale, to
the people of the caravan, *godjia,” or ground-nuts,
and ‘ ddkkwa,” a sort of dry paste made of pounded
Guinea corn (Pennisetum), with dates and an enor-
mous quantity of pepper. This is the meaning of
ddkkwa in these districts; it is, however, clsewhere
used as a general term signifying only paste, and
is often employed to denote a very palatable sort of
sweatmeat made of pounded rice, butter, and honcy.
We then passed on our left the fields of the village,
those near the road being well and carefully fenced,
and lying around the well, where half the mhabltants
of the place were assembled to draw wj
required no small pains, the depth of

.x-‘

- 'e well ex-
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ceedin twenty fathoms. Attempting to water the
horse, I found that the water was excessively ‘warm ;
unfortunately, I had not-got my thermometer with
me, bat résglwed. to be more careful in future. On
passing the®village, we were struck by the neatness
with which it was fenced on this side; and I after-
wards learned by experience what a beautiful and
comfortable dwelling may be arranged with no other
material than reeds and corn-stalks. The population
of these villages consists of a mixture of Moham-
medans and pagans; but I think the majority of the
inhabitants are Mohammedans.

After a short interval of woody country, we passed
a village of the name of Chirdk, with another busy
scene round the well. In many districts in Cen-
tral Africa the labour of drawing water, for a por-
tion of the jycar, is so heavy that it occupies the
greater part of the inhabitants half the day; but
fortunately, at this season, with the exception of
weaving a little cotton, they have no other employ-
ment, while during the season when agricultural
lubours are going on water is to be found every-
where, and the wells are not used at all. Buzawe
are- scattered everywhere hereabouts, and infuse into
the population a godd deal of Berber blood. Very
pure Hdusa is spoken. ‘

Tt was near Chirdk that Overweg, who had deter-
mined to go directly to Tasdwa, in order to commence
his mtendéﬂwxcurswn to Géber and Maradi separated
from me, m@illus was indeed quite a gallant com-
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mencement, of his undertaking, as . he had 1fonc of
A'npur's. people with him, and besides Ibrghim and
the useful snake-like Amankay (who had regovercd
from his guineaworm), his only companion was a
Tébu who had long been settled in»,&_.'sbeﬁ, and whom
he had engaged for the length of:his intended trip.
At that time he had still the firm intention to go to
Kiikawa by way of Kand, and begged me to leave his
things there. Ile was in excellent health, and full of
an enthusiastic desire to devote himself to the study
of the new world which opened before us; and we
parted with a hearty wish for each other’s success in
our different quarters before we were to meet again
in the capital of Bérnu-—for we did not then know
that we should have an interview in Tasdwa.

I now went on alone, but felt not at all depressed by
solitude, as 1 had been accustomned framm my youth
to wander about by myself among strange people. |
felt disposed, indeed, to enter into a closer conncction
with iy black friend Gajére, who was very comamu-
nicative, but oftentimes rather rude, and unable to
refrain from occasionally mocking the strunger who
wanted to know everything, and would not acknow-
ledge Mohammed in all his prophetic glory. ° He
called my attention to several’ new kinds of trees
while we were passing the two villages Bagdngard
and Tangénda. These were the o baushi,” the *“ka-
rdmmia,” and the “génda,” the last being identical
with the Carica Papaga, and rather .rare_in the
northern parts of Negroland,..but .very.common in



Cuar.XXII.  IMPROVED SCENERY. 13

the country’ between Kdtsena and Nipe, and scat-
tered in esingle specimens over ‘all the country from
Kané and” GﬁJeba southwards to the river Bénuwc;
but at that .tlme I was ignorant that it bore a splen-
did fruit, with which“I first became acquainted in
Kétsena. The Whole country, indeed, had a most
interesting and cheerful appearance, villages and corn-
fields succeeding each other with only short intervals
of thick underwood, which contributed to give richer
varicty to the whole landscape, while the ground was
undulating, and might sometimes even be called
hilly. 'We met a numerous herd of fine cattle belong-
ing to Gozendkko, returning to their pasture-grounds
after having been watcred, — the bulls all with the
beautiful hump, and of fine strong limbs, but of
modcratc size, and with small horns. Scarcely had
this moving» picture passed before our eyes, when
another interesting and characteristic procession suc-
ceeded —a long troop of men, all carrying on their
heads large baskets filled with the fruit of the géreba
(Cucifera, or Hyphaene Thebaica), commonly called
the gingerbread-tree, which, in many-of the northern
districts of Negroland, furnishes a most important
article of food, and certainly seasons many dishes
very pleasantly, as I shall have occasion to mention
in the course of my mnarrative. Further on, the
fields were enlivened with cattle grazing in the
stubble, while a new species of tree, the * kirria,”
attracted my attention. ) :

Thus we reached  Gozendkko; and while my ser-
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vants Mohammed and the Gatréni went with the
camel to the camping-ground, 1 followed me sturdy
overseer to the village in order to water the horse;
for though I might have sent one of my men after-
wards, I preferred taking this“opportunity of sccing
the interior of the yillage. It is of considerable size,
and consists of a town and its suburbs, the former
being surrounded with a ¢ kéffi,” or close stockade of
thick stems of trees, while the suburbs are ranged
around without any inclosure or defence. All the
houses consist of conical huts made entirely of stalks
and reeds; and great numbers of little grunarics were
scattered among them. As it was about half-past
two in the afternoon, the people were sunk in slumber
or repose, and the well was left to our disposal;
afterwards, however, we were obliged to pay for the
water. We then joined the caravan, which had en-
camped at no great distance ecastward of the village,
in the stubble-ficlds. These, enlivened as they werc
by a number of tall fan-palms besides a variety of
other trees, formed a very cheerful open ground for
our little trading-party, which, preparing for a longer
stay of two or three days, had chosen its ground in
a more systematic way, each person arranging his
“ takrufa,” or the straw sacks containing the salt,
so as to form a barrier open only on one side, in
the shape of an clongated horseshoe, in the recess
of which they might stow away their slender stock
of less bulky property, and sleep themsélves, while
in order to protect the salt from behind, a light
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stockade of the stalks of Guinea corn was congtructed
on that eside; for haying now exchanged the regious
of highway robbers and marauders for those of
thieves, we - -had nothing more to fear from opcn
attacks, but a great ‘@eal from furtive attempts by
night. |
Scarcely had our people made themselves comfort-
able, when their appetite was excited by a various
assortment of the delicacies of the country, clamour-
ously offered for sale by crowds of women from the
village. The whole evening a discordant chime was
rung upon the words *néno” (sour milk), * may”
(butter), “ dodéwa ” (the vegetable-paste above men-
tioned), ¢ kitka” (the young leaves of the Adansonia,
which are used for making an infusion with which
meat or the “ tiwo” is eaten), and “ yaru da ddria.”
The last ofethese names, indeed, is one which cha-
racterizes and illustrates the cheerful disposition of
the Hiusa pcople; for the literal meaning of it is,
¢ the laughing boy,” or “ the boy to laugh,” while it
signifies the sweet ground-nut, which if roasted is
indeed one of the greatest delicacies of the country.
Reasoning from subsequent experience, I thought it
remarkable that no ¢ tiwo” (the common paste or
hasty pudding made of millet, called “fufu” on the
western coast), which forms the ordinary food of the
natives, was offered for sale; but it must be borne in
mind that the people of A’sben care very little about
a warm supper, and like nothing better than the fura
or ghussub-water, and the corn in its crude state,
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oﬁly a little pounded. To this circumstanfe the
Arabs generally attribute the enormous and glisgust-
ing quantity of lice with which the Kél-owi, even the
very first men of the country, are covered. -

I was greatly disappointed-in not bemg able to
procure a fowl for my supper. The breeding of
fowls seems to be carried on to a very small extent
in this village, although they are in such immense
numbers in Damerghu, that a few years ago travellers
could buy “a fowl for a needle.”

Tacsilay, Seeing that we should make some stay
January 14th. here, I had decided upon visiting the town
of TasAwa, which was only a few miles distant to
'the west, but deferred my visit till the morrow, in
order to see the town in the more interesting phuse
of the ¢ kdswa-n-Laraba,” or the Wednesday market.
However, our encampment, where I quietdy spent the
day, was itself changed into a lively and bustling
market; and cven during the heat of the day the
discordant cries of the sellers did not cease.

My intelligent and jovial companion meanwhile
gave me some valuable information with regard to the
revenue of the wealthy governor of Tasdwa; who in
certain respects is an mdcpendent prince, though he
may be called a powerful vassal of the king or clucf
of Marddi. Every head of a family in his territory..
pays him three thousand kurdi,eas *kurdi-n-kay”
(head-money or poll-tax) ; besides, there is an ample
list of penalties (¢ kurax-n-laeﬁ”), some of them.
very heavy: thus, for example, the fine for having.
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flogged' another man, 6f most probably for having
given him a sound cudgelling, is as much as ten
thousand. kurdi; for illicit paternity, one hundred
thousand ku‘réi-'-an ‘entormous sum considering the
economic condition of the population, and which, I
think, plainly proves how rarely such a thing happens
in this region; but of course where every man may
lawfully take as many wives as he is able to feed,
there is little excuse for illicit intercourse. In case
of wilful murder, the whole property of the murderer
is forfeited, and is of right seized by the governor.
Each village has its own mayor, who décides petty
matters, and is responsible for the tax payable within
his jurisdiction. The king, or paramount chief, has
the power of life and death; affd there is no appeal
from his sentence to the ruler of Marddi. However,
he cannot venture to carry into effect any measure of
consequence without asking the opinion of his privy
council, or at least that of the ghaladima or prime
minister, some account of whose office I shall have
an opportunity of giving in the course of my narra-
tive. The little territory of Tasdwa might constitute
a very happy state, if the inhabitants were left in
quiet ; but they are continually harassed by predatory
expeditions, and even last evening, while we were
cncamped here, the Féllani drove away a small herd
of ten calves from tlte neighbouring village of K4lbo.
About noon the “salt” of the scrki-n-Kél-owi
arfived with the people of Olaléwa, as well as that of
Sdlah Lisu'’s head man, who before had always been
VOL. 1I. C
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in advance of us. In the evening I might have fan-
cied myself a prince; for I had a splendid supper,
consisting of a fowl or two, while a sohtary maimoélo
cheered me with a performance on his gxfnple three-
stringed instrument, which, however monetonous, was
still. expresswe of much fecling, and. acoompamed
with a song in my praise.

Wednesda, At the very dawn of day, to my great
Jmuuary 15th.  gstonishment, I was called out of the tent
by Mohammed, who told me that Férraji, Lisu’s man,
our companion from-Ghéat, had suddenly arrived from
Zinder with three or four Bérnu horsemen, and had
express orders with regard to me. However, when I
went out to salute him, he said nothing of his errand,
but simply told me #hat he wanted first to speak to
Elaiji, the chief of the caravan. 1 therefore went
to the latter myself to know what was the matter,
and learnt from the old man, that though he was not
able to make out all the terms of the letters of which
Férraji was the bearer, one of which was written by
the sherif and the other by Liisu, he yct understood
that the horsemen had come with no other purpose
but to take me and Overweg to Zinder, without
consulting our wishes, and that the sherif as well as
Lisu had instructed him to send us off in company
with these fellows, but. that they had also a letter
for A'nnur, who ought to be consulted. As for him-
self, thc old man (well aware of the real state of
affairs, and that the averment of a letter having ar-
rived from the consul at Tripoli, to the effect that till
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further measiures were taken with regard to our recent
losses wes ought to stay in' Bérnu, was a mere sham
and fabrication) declared that he would not force us
to do anythmg against our inclination, but that we
ought to’ decide ourselves what was best to be done.

Having, therefore, a double reason for going to
Tasiwa, I set out-as early as possible, accompanied
by my faithless, wanton Tunisian shushdn, and by my
faithful, sedate Tagelali overseer. The path leading
through the suburbs of Gozendkko was well fenced,
in order to prevent any violation of property; but
on ‘the western side of the village there was scarcely
any cultivated ground, and we soon entered upon
a wilderness where the ¢ diummia” and the * kardsa”
were the principal plants, when, after a march of a
.little more than three miles, the wild thicket again
/gave way to eultivated fields; and the town of Tasdwa
appeared in the distance—or rather (as is generally
the case in these countries, where the dwellings are so
low, and where almost all the trees round the towns
are cut down, for stratagetical as well as economical
reasons) the fine shady trees in the interior of the
town were seen, which make it a very cheerful place.
After two miles more we -reached the suburbs, and,
crossing them, kept along the outer ditch which runs
round the stockadg of the town, in order to reach Al
Wili's house, under- whose special protection I knew
that Mr. Overweg had placed himself. :
- . My friend’s quarters, into which we were shown,

-were very comfortable, although rather narrow. They
c 2
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consisted of a courtyard, feniced withmits: made of
reeds, and contmnmg a large shed or ‘-ruwfd,” Tike-
wise built of mats and stalks, and & tolerably Bpacious
hut, the walls built of cluy (* béngo’ ) but with a
thatched roof-(* shibki”). The inner pa.rt of it was
guarded by a cross-wall from the prymg of mchscrcct
eyes.

Overweg was not a little surprised on hearmg
the recent news; and we sent for El Wikhshi,
our Ghaddmsi friend from Tin-téggana, in order to
consult him, as one- who had long resided in: these
countries, and who, we had reason to hope, would be
uninfluenced by personal considerations. He firmly
pronounced his opinion that we ought not to go,
and afterwards, when Farraji called Mdnzo and Al
Wili to his aid, entered into a violent dispute with
these men, who advised us to go; butehe went 00"
far in supposing that the letter had been written with
a malicious intention. Tor my part, I could well
imagine that the step was authorized by the sheikh
of Bérnu, or at least by his vizier, who might bave
heard long ago of our intention to-go to Kané,
as it had been even Mr. Richardson’s intention to go
there, which indeed he ought to have done in -con-
formity with his written obligations to Mohamnmed
e’ Sfaksi; they might therefore have instructed-the
sherif to do what he might thirk fit to prevent us
from carrying out our purpose. Hoivever, it seemed
hot improbable that Liisu had something to do with
the affair. But it was absoltitely. necessary for Mr.
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Overweg and myself, or for one of us at least, to go
to-Kand,, as we had several debts to pay, and were
obhged to sell the little. merchandlse we had with us,
in order t6 settle our affairs.

We were still considering the question, when we
were informed that our old protecter the chief A'nnur
had just arrived from Zinder; and I immediately
determined to go to see him in his éwn domain at
' Néchira, situated at a little more than a mile N. E.
from Tasdwa. In passing through the town I crossed
the market-place, which at that time, during the hot
hours of. the -day, was very well frequented, and pre-
sented a' busy scene of the highest interest to a
traveller emerging from the desert, and to which the
faint sparks of life still to be observed in A’gades can-
not be compared. A considerable number of cattle
were offered for sale, as well as six camels, and the
whole market was surrounded by continnous rows of
runfis or sheds; but provisions and ready-dressed food
fofmed the staple commodity, and scarcely anything of
value was to be scen. On leaving the town I entered
an- open’ country covered with stubble-fields, and
soon reached that group. of Néachira where the chief
had fixed his quarters. In front of -the yard was a
most splendid tamarind-tree, such as I had not yet
seen. . Leaving my horse in its shade, I entered the
yard, accbmpanied sby Gajére, and looked about for
some time for the greéat man, when at length we dis-
covercd him under a small shed or runfé. of 8 conical

form, so low that we had passed it without noticing
c 3



92 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. CuargXXIT,

the pegple collected in its shade. There he lay sur-
rounded by his attendants, as was his cpstom in
general when reposing in the day-t.ime,’ with no
clothing but his trowsers, while his shin;t., rolled up,
formed a pillow to rest his left arm upon. e did
not seem to be in the best humour—at least he did
not say a single cheerful word to me; and though it
was the very hottest time of the day, he did not
offer me as much as a draught of water. I had
expected to be trcated to a bowl of well:sonked
“fura” seasoned with cheese. But what astonished
me more than his miserly conduct (which was ra-
ther fumiliar to me) was, that I learned from his
own mouth that he had not been to Zinder at all,
whither we had been assured he had sccompanied
Mr. Richardson, but that he had spent all the time
in Tigelel, from which place he had now come
direct. I was therefore the more certain that Lusu
had some part in the intrigucs. A’nnur, who had
not yet received the letter addressed to him from
Zinder, knew nothing about it, and merely expressed
his surprise that such a letter had been written, with-
out adding another word. o
Sceing the old chief in a very cheerléss humour, I
soon left him, and took a ramble with Gajére over
the place. The estate is very extansive, and consists
of & great many clusters of huts scattered over the
ficlds, while isolated dém-palms give to the whole
8 peculiar feature. The people; all followers and
mostly domestic slaves of ‘A’nnur,“seéimed to Hve in
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tolerable case and comfort, as far as I was able to
see, my gompanion introducing me into several huts.
Indeed. every candid person,  however. opposed to
slavery he may be, must acknowledge that the
Tawhrck in’ general, and particularly the Kél-owi,
treat their slaves not only humanely, but even with
the utmost indulgence and affability, and scarcely let
them feel their bondage at all. Of course there are
exceptions, as the cruelty of yoking slaves to a
plough, and .driving them on with a whip (which I
had witnessed in Auderas), is scarcely surpassed in
any of the Christian slave-states; but these exceptions
are extremely rare.

When I returned from my ra.mble, Mr Overweg
had also arrived, and the old chief had received the
letter; and though neither he nor any of his people
could read ity he was fully aware of its contents, and
disapproved of it entirely, saying that we should act
freely, and according to the best of our knowledge.
I then returned with my countryman into the town,
and remained some time with him. In front of his
dwelling . was .cncamped the natron-caravan of Al
Wili, which in a few days was to leave for Niipe or
(as the HAusa people say) Nyfi. We shall have to
notice - very frequently this important commerce,
which is carried on between the shores of the Tsdd
and Nyfli. ~

. I'left the town at about. five o’clock, and feehng
rathcr hungry on reaching the cncampment in Go-

zendkka, to.the great amusement of our neighbours,
c 4
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parodying the usual salute of “iné labéri ¥ (Fhat is
the news)? I asked my people xmmedmt,ely the.news
of our cooking-pot,. ‘““ind labdri-n-tokénia’; . (what
news of the pot) ? I was greatly pletised: W}th my
day’s excursion ; for Tasdwa was the first large place
of Negroland proper which I had seen, and it made
the most cheerful impression upon me, as manifesting
everywhere the unmistakable marks of the comfort-
able, pleasant sort of life led by the natives:-the
courtyard fenced with a “dérne” of tall reeds, ex-
cluding to a certain degree the eyes of the passer-by,
without securing to the interior absolute sccrecy;
then near the entrance the cool shady place of the
“runfa” for ordinary business and for the reception
of strangers, and the “ gida,” partly consisting en-
tirely of reed (* déki-n-kédra”) of the best wicker-
work, partly built of clay..in its Jlower parts
(“boéngo™), while the roof .consists of reeds only
(¢ shibki”) — but of whatever material it may con-
sist, it is warm and well adapted for domestic pri-
vacy,— the whole dwelling shaded with spreading
trees, and cnlivened with groups of children, goats,
fowls, pigcons, and, where a little wealth had been
accumulated, a horse or a pack-ox. ‘

With this character of the dwellings, t}mt of the
inhabitants themsclves is in entire, harmony, its most
constant element being a cﬁeerful temperament, bent
upon enjoying life, rather given to women, dance, and
song, but without any disgusting excess. Lverybody
here finds his greatest. happiness in. a.comely lass;
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and's soon as he makes a little profit, he, adds a
'yourng wife to his elder companion in life: yet a man
has rarely more than two wives-at a time. Drinking
fermented liquor cannot be strictly reckoned a sin in
‘s place where & great many of the inhabitants are pa-
gans ; but a drunken person, nevertheless, is scarcely
cver seen: those who are not Mohammedans only
indulge in their ‘“giya,” made of sorghum, just
enough to make them merry and enjoy life with more
light-heartedness. There was at that time a renegade
Jew in the place, called Musa, who made spirits of
dates and tamarinds for his own use. Their dress is
very simple, consisting; for the man, of a wide shirt
and trowsers, mostly of a dark colour, while the head-
is generally covered with a light cap of cotton cloth,
which is negligently worn, in all sorts of fashions.
Others wear a rather closely fitting cap of green
cloth, called béki-n-zdki. Only the wealthier amongst
thein céan afford the ‘“zénne” or shawl, thrown over
the shoulder like the plaid of the Highlanders. On
their feet the richer class wear very neat sandals,
.such as we shall describe among the manufactiires of
Kané. .

As for the women, their dress consists almost en-
tirely of -a large cotton cloth, also of dark colour—
““the tirkedi,” fastened under or above the breast —
the only ornamen$ of the latter in general consisting
of some strings of glass -beads worn round the neck.
The women are tolerably handsome, and ‘have plea-
‘sant features; but they are worn out by excessive
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domesti¢c labour, and their growth never at
and vigorous proportions. They do mnot. h@toﬁ“
much care upon their Hair as the Fé,llam, or some
of the Bagirmi people. ST TP
There arc in the town a good many “ ﬁﬁzawe,” or
Tawérek half-castes, who distinguish themselves in
their dress principally by the “rdwani” or {esflge-
mist (the lithdm) of white or black colour, which they
wind round their head in the same way as the Kdl-
owi; but their mode of managing the tuft of hair
left on the top of the head is not always the samec,
some wearing their curled hair all over the crown of
the head, while others leave -only a long tuft, which
"was the old fashion of the Zendgha. The pagan in-
habitants of this district wear, in general, only a
leathern apron (*wuélki”); but with the excep-
tion of young children, none are seen. here quite
naked. The town was so busy, and secemed so well
inhabited, that on the spot I estimated its popula-
tion at fifteen thousand ; but this estimate is probably
too h:gh .
Thursday, We still remained near Gozendkko, aml
Januarg 16th. T was busy studying Temdshight, after
which I once more went over the letter of the sherif
°1 Fési, HAj Boshir's agent in Zinder; and Imving
hecome fully aware of the dictatorial manner in
which he had requested Elafji to forward.me and
Mr. Overweg to him (just as a piece of mierchandisc)
without askmg our consent, I sat down to write himn
a suitable answer, assuring. hini: zhat,,s’as I was de-
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sibifielof paying my respects to theson of Mohammed
el Kirieyni and his enlightened vizier, I would st out
for their residence as soon as I had settled my affairs
in Kand, and that I was sure of attaining my ends
without his intervention, as I had not the least desire
to visit him.” ~ ' :

- This letter, as subsequent events proved, grew into
importance, for the sherif being perplexed by its tone,
sent it straight on to Kikawa, where it served toin-
troduce me at once to.the sheikh and his vizier. But
the difficulty was to send it off with the warlike mes-
sengers who had brought the sherif’s letters, as they
would not go without us, and swore that their orders,
from the sherif as well as from Serk’ Ibrdm, were so
peremptory that they should be utterly disgraced if
they returned empty-handed. At length, after a
violent dispute with Farraji and these warlike-looking
horsemen, the old chief, who took my part very fairly,
finished the matter by plainly stating that if we our-
selves, of our own free will, wanted to go, we might
do so, but if we did not wish to go, iffstead of forcing
us, he would defend us against anybody who should
dare to offer us violence. Nevertheless the mes-
sengers would not depart; and it seemed impossible
to get rid of them till I made each of them a present
of two mithkdly, when they mounted their horses
with a very bad grace, and went off with my letter.
The energ‘etic, and ‘straightforward but penurious old
chief left us in the afternoon, and rode to. Kdlgo, a
village at no-great distance. - ‘L



23 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. Cuas, ¥XI1,

Friday, -~ Still another day of halt, in brd&f;ﬁj
January 17th. \yag told, to allow Héj .Abdlim’siﬁaltﬂﬁm
to come up and join us. Being tired of the camp, T
once more went-into the town to spend iy dey use-
fully and pleasantly; leaving all my ‘people behind, I
was accompanied by some of my fellow-travellers of
the caravan. Arriving.at Overweg's quarters, what
was my surprise to find Fdrriji not yet gone, but
endeavouring to persuade iy companion, with all the
arts of his barbarous eloquence, that though I should
not go, he at least might, in which case he would be
amply rewarded with the many fine things which
had been prepared in Zinder for our reception. The
‘poor fellow was greatly cast down when he saw me,
angd soon made off in very bad humour, while I went
with Overweg to El Wikhshi, whe was just occu-
pied in that most tedious of all commercial trans-
actions in these countries, namely; the counting of
shells; for in all these inland countries of Central
Africa the cowries or kurdi (Cyprea moneta) are
not, as is custothary in some regions near the coast,
fastened together in strings of one hundred cach, but
are separate, and must be counted one by one. Even
those ¢ titkrufa” (or sacks made of rushes) containing
20,000 kurdi each, as the governors of :the towns
are in the habit of packing them up, no private indi-
vidual will receive without counting them out... The
general custom in so doing is to count them by fives,
in which operation some are very expert,,gmd .then,.
according to the amount of the sum t6 form heaps of
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twisiliindred (or ten hiwiyas*) or: a thousand each.

Hi¥ifig.sat -length succeeded; with the help of some
five or six. other people, in the really heroic work of
counting 500 000 shells; our friend went with us to
the sick sultan Mazdwaji: I say sultan, as it is well
for ‘a- traveller to employ these sounding titles of
petty chiefs, which have become naturalized in the
country from very ancient times, although it is very
likcly that foreign governments would be unwilling
to acknowledge them. The poor fellow, who was
living in a hut built half of mud, half of reeds, was
suffering under a dreadful attack of dysentery, and
looked like a spectre; fortunately iny friend suc-
cecded in bringing on perspiration with some hot tea
and a good dose of peppermint, in the absence of
stronger medicines. We then went to the house of
Amdnkay, that useful fellow so often mentioned in
the Journal of the late Mr: Richardson, and by my-
self. Ile was a “bizu” of this place, and had
many relatives here, all living near him. His house
was built in the general style ; but thé interior of the
courtyard was screened from profane eyes. For-
tunately I had taken with me some small things,
such. as mirrors, English darning-needles, and some
knives, .80 that I 'was able to give a small present to
cach of his kinsmen and relatives, while hc treated:
us thh a calaba’sh of .fura.

.« Huwxya. "means twenty, and ‘seems ormr‘xal'ly.to have been
the highest sum reached by the indigenciis arithmetic. I shall say
more gbout this point in niy vocabulary of the Hfusa language.
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In. the afternoon we strolled a long time mbout
the market, which not being so crowdeds % ‘thie
day before yesterday, was on that account far"moro
favourable for observation. Here 1 ﬁl‘%t saw and
tasted the bread made of the frait of the magarié-
tree, and called ¢ téiwo-n-magarig;” which I have men-
tioned before, and was not a little astonished to see
whole calabashes filled with roasted locusts (* fard”),
which occasionally form a considerable part of the
food of the natives, particularly if their grain has been
destroyed by this plague, as they can then enjoy not
only the agreeable flavour of the dish, but also take
a pleasant revenge on the ravagers of thcir fields.

"Every open space in the midst of the market-place

was occupicd by a fire-place (* maidéffa”) on a raised
platform, on which diminutive morsels of meat, at-
tached to a small stick, were roasting, or rather
stewing, in such a way that the fat, trickling down
from the richer pieces attached to the top of the
stick, basted the lower ones. These dainty bits were
sold for a single shell or “uri” * cach. 1 was much
pleased at recognizing the red cloth which had been
stolen from my bales in the valley of Afis, and which
was exposed here for sale.  But the most interesting
thing in the town was the “mérind” (the dyeing-
place) near the wall, consisting of g raised platform
of clay with fourteen ‘holes or'piﬁﬁ, in which the

-

h.l “Kurdi” (ehells) is the irregular plural of “uri” (a single
shell).
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mikture-of indigo is prepared, and the cloths remain
for'ajcertain length of-time, from one to seven days,
accdrdmg to the colour which they. are to attain. It
is prmclpq}ly this- dyeing, I think, which gtves to
many parts of Negroland a certain tincture of civi-
lization, a civilization ‘which it would be highly in
teresting to trace, if it were possible, thromgh all
the stages of its development. 0

While rambling about, Overweg and I for a whlle
were greatly annoyed by a tall fellow, very respectably
and most picturesquely dressed, who professed him-
self to be a messenger from the governor of Kdtsena,
sent to offer us his compliments and to invite us to
go to him. Though the thing was not altogether
impossible, it looked rather improbable; and having
thanked him profusely for his civility, we at length
succeeded in getting rid of him. In the evening I
returned to our camping-ground with I’dder the
Emgédesi man mentioned in a preceding part of my
narrative, and was very glad to receive reliable in-
formation that we were to start the following day.
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CHAP. XXIIT.

’

GAZAWA .~ RESIDENCE IN XATSENA.

Saturday. ‘W& made a good start with our camels,
January 18th. which having been treated to a consider-
able allowance of salt on the first day of our halt,
had made the best possible use of these four days’
rest to rccruit their strength. At the considerable
village of Kalgo, which we passed at a little less than
five miles beyond our encampment, the country became
rather hilly, but only for a short distance. Tamarinds
constituted the greatest ornament of the landscape.
A solltary traveller attracted our mnotice on account
of his odd attire, mounted as he was on a bullock
with three large pitchers on each side. Four mlles
beyond Kalgo the character of ‘the country became
suddenly chanrred, and dense groups of diim- palms‘
covered th(, ground Dut what pleased mq_,!‘nore‘
when, half an hour after mu,l day, I r(.corrmmd my,
splendid old friend the bore- -tree, of the va]ley Bégl}el" ,

* Jt might seem to some read.rs that tMrﬂ%ﬂs some connecnou".
between the name of the valley and the tree ; Jbut T think it is
merely accidental. The HAusa language is not a written lan-
guage; but if the natives were to write the name bére™ or
“biure,” they would certainly write it with an , and not with a gh.
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which had excited my surprise in so high a degree,
and the magnificence of which at its first appearance
was not at all eclipsed by this second specimen in
the fertile regtons of Negroland. Soon afterwards
we reached the faddama of Gazdwa ; and leaving the
town on our right hidden in the thick forest, we
encamped a little further on in an open place, which
was soon crowded with hucksters and retailers. I
was also pestered with a visit from some half-caste
Arabs settled in the town; but fortunately, seeing
that they were likely to wait in vain for a present,
they went off, and were soon succeeded by a native
mallem from the town, whose visit was most agreeable
to me.

About sunset the * serkf-n-turiwa,” or consul of
the Arabs, came to pay his regards to Elafji, and intro-
duced the subject of a present, which, as he conceived,
1 ought to make to the governor of the town as a
sort of passage-money ; my protector, however, would
not listen to the proposal, but merely satisfied his
visitor’s curiosity by calling me into his presence and
introducing him tome. The serki was very showily and
picturesquely dressed—in a green and white striped
tobe, wide trowsers of a gpeckled pattern and colour,
like the plumage of the Guinea fowl, with an embroi-
dery of green silk in front of the legs. Over this he
wore a gaudy red’ bernis, while round his red cap
a red and white turban was wound crosswise in a
very neat and careful manner. His sword was slung
over his right shoulder by means of thick hangers

VOL. II. D
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of red silk ornamented with enormous tassels.. He
was mounted on a splendid charger, the head and
neck of which was most fancifully ornamented with
a profusion of tassels, bells, and little Iegther pockets
containing charms, while from . under the saddle a
shabrack peeped out, consisting of little triangular
patches in all the colours of the rainbow.

This little African dandy received. me with a pro-
fusion of the finest compliments, .pronounced . with
the most refined and sweet accent of which the
Héusa language is capable. When hc was gone, my
old friend Elafji informed me that he had prevented
the ¢ consul of the Arabs” from exacting a present
from me, and begged me to acknowledge his service
by a cup of coffee, which of course I granted him
with all my heart. DPoor old Elaiji! He died in the
year 1854, in the forest between Gazdwa and Kdtscna,
where from the weakness of age he lost his way when
left alone. He has left on my memory an image
which I shall always recall with pleasure. Hec was
certainly the most honourable and religious man
among the Kél-owi.

The market in our encampment, which continued
till nightfall, reached its highest pitch at sunsect, when
the people of the town brought ready-made ¢ tiwo,”
each dish, with rather a small allowance, selling for
three kurdi, or not quite the fountht ‘part of a farthing.
I, however, was happy in not being thrown upon
this three-kurd{ supper; and while I indulged in my
own home-made dish, Gajére entertained me with the
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narrative of a nine days’ siege, which the warlike
inhabitants of Gazawa had sustained, ten years pre-
vxously, against the whole army of the famous Bello.

" We remamed encamped ; and my day Sunday,
was most arrreeably and usefully spent in January 19th
gathering information with regard to the regions
which I had just entered. There was first Maadi,
the slave of A’nnur, a native of Bérnu, who when
young had been made prisoner by the Budduma of
the lake, and had resided three years among these
interesting people, till having fallen into the hands
of the Weldd Slimdn, then in Kénem, he at length,
on the occasion of the great expedition of the pre-
ceding ycar, had fallen into the power of the Kél-owi.
Although he owed the loss of his liberty to the free-
booting islanders, he was nevertheless a great ad-
mirer of theirs, and a sincere vindicator of their
character. He represented them as a brave and high-
spirited people, who made glorious and successful
inroads upon the inhabitants of the shores of the
lake with surprising celerity, -while at home they
were a pious and God-fearing race, and knew neither
theft nor fraud among themselves. He concluded his
cloquent eulogy of this valorous nation of pirates
by expressing his fervent hope that they might for
ever preserve theix.ifidependence against the ruler of
Bérnu. i

I then wrote, from the mouth of Gajére and Yéhia
(another of my friends), a list of the places lying round

about Gazdwa, as follows : — On the east side, Madobf,
D 2
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Mafjirgi® Kégena na kay-debtt, Kérmasa, Kérgom,
Kénche (a little independent principality): Guiiid4,
half a day east of Gazdwa, with numbers of ‘A’she-
néwa; Démbeda, or Diimbida, at less distance; Sha-
béli, Babil, Tvirmeni, Ginga, Kandémka, Sabé-n-kefi,
Zéngoni-n-dkwa, Kurni, Kurndwa, Ddngudaw. On the
west side, where the country is more exposed to the
inroads of the Fiilbe or Féllani, there is only one place
of importance, called Tinddkku, which name scems
to imply a close relation to the Tawérek. All these
towns and villages are said to be in a certain degrec
dcpendent on Raffa, the “babd” (i. e. great man or
chief) of Gazdwa, who, however, himsclf owes alle-
giance to the supreme ruler of Maradi.

There was an exciting stir in the encampment
at about ten o'clock in the morning, illustrative
of the restless struggle going on in these regions.
A troop of about forty horsemen, mostly well mounted,
led on by the serki-n-Gumds, and followed by a body
of tall slender archers, quite naked but for their
leathern aprons, passed through the different rows of
the airi, on their way to join the expedition which
the prince of Marddi was preparing against the
Féllani.

About noon the natron-caravan of Haj Al Wili,
which I had scen in Tasdwa, came marching up in

hd T.his village I touched at on my journey from Zinder to K4-
tsena in 1853 —a journcy which is of great importance for the

construction of my routes collectively, as it forms the link
between my first route and Zinder. : '
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solemn order, led on by two drums, and affording a
pleagant specimen of the character of the }Id,uSd.
people. Afterwards I went into the town, which was
distant from my tent about half a mile. Being much
exposed to attacks from the Mohammedans, as the
southernmost pagan place belonging to the Mar4di-
Géber union, Gazdwa has no open suburbs outside
its strong stockade, which is surrounded by a deep
ditch. It forms almost a regular quadrangle, having
a gate on each side built of clay, which gives to the
whole fortification a more regular character, besides
the greater strength which the place derives from this
precaution. Each gateway is twelve feet deep, and
furnished on its top with a rampart sufficiently
capacious for about a dozcen archers. The interior
of the town is almost of the same character as
Tasdwa; but.Gazéwa is rather more closély built,
though I doubt whether its circumference cxceeds
that of the former place. The market is held cvery
day, but, as might be supposed, is far inferior to that
of Tasdwa, which is a sort of little entrepdt for the
merchants coming from the north, and affords much
more security than Gazdwa, which, though an impor-
tant place with regard to the struggle carried on
between Paganism and Islamism in these quarters,
is not so with rcspect to commerce. The principal
things offered for sale were cattle, neat, vegetables
of different kinds, and earthenware pots. Gazdwa
has also a marind or dyeing-place, but of less extent

than that of Tasdwa, as most of its inhabitants are
D 3
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pagans, and wear no clothing but the leathern apron.
Their character appeared to me to be far more grave
than that of the inhabitants of Tasdwn; and this is
& natural consequence of the precaricus position in
which they are placed, as well as of thefr more war-
like disposition. The whole population is certainly
not less than ten thousand. . '

Having visited the market, I went to the house of
the mallem, where I found several A’shendwa belong-
ing to our caravan enjoying themsclves in a very
simple manner, eating the fruits of the kata, which are
a little larger than cherries, but not so soft and suc-
culent. The mallem, as I had an opportunity of
learning on this occasion, is a protég¢ of Elaiji, to
whom the house belongs. Returning with my com-
panions to our encampment, I witnessed a very in-
teresting” sort of dance, or rather gymuastic play,
performed on a large scale by the Kél-owi, who being
arranged in long rows, in pairs, and keeping up a
regular motion, pushed along several of their number
under their arms— not very unlike some of our old
dances.

Monday, Starting early in the morning, we fclt

Jaouary 20th. the cold very sensibly, the thermometer
standing at 48° Fahr. a little ‘before sunsct. Culti-
vated fields interrupted from time to time the
underwood for the first threec miles, while the
“ngille,” or “kaba,” formed the most characteristic
feature of the landscape; but dim-palms, at first very
rarely secn, soon became prevalent, and continued
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for the next two miles. Then the count.i‘yt became
more.open, while in the distance to the left extended
a low range of hills. New species of trces appeared,
which I had not seen before, as the ¢ kokia,” a tree
with large léaves of a dark-green colour, with a green
fruit of the size of an apple, but not eatable. The
first solitary spcecimens of the gigifia or deléb-palm,
which is one of the most characteristic trees of the
more southern regions, were also met with.

Moving silently along, about noon we met a con-
siderable caravan, with a great number of oxen and
asses led by two horsemen, and protected in the rear
by a strong guard of archers; for this is one of the
most dangerous routes in all Central Africa, where
every year a great many parties are plundered by ma-
rauders, no one being responsible for the security of
this disputed, territory. We had here a thick forest
on our left enlivened by numbers of birds; then
about two o’clock in the afternoon we cntered a fine
undulating country covered with a profusion of herb-
age, while the large gdinshi-tree, with its broad fleshy
leaves of the finest green, formed the most remarkable
object of the vegetable kingdom. All this country was
once a bustling scene of life, with numbers of towns
and villages, till, at the very commencement of this
century, the ¢ Jihddi,” -or Reformer, rose among
the Iilbe of Géber, and, inflaming them with fanatic
zeal, urged them on to merciless warfare against
pagans as well as Mohammedans.

It was here that my companions drew my atten-
. D4
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tion to *e tracks of the elephant, of whose existence
in the more nerthern regions we had not hitherto
seen the slightest trace —so that this seems to be the
limit of its haunts on this side; and’it was shortly
afterwards that Gajére descried in thé distance a
living specimen making slowly off to the east; but my
sight was not strong enough to distinguish it. Thus
we entered the thicker part of the forest, and about
half-past four in the afternoon reached the site of the
large town of Dénkama, whither Magajin Haddedu,
the king of Kdtsena, had retired after his residence
had been taken by the Filbe, and from whence he
waged unrelenting but unsuccessful war against the
bloody-minded enemies of the religious as well as po-
litical independence of his country. Once, indeed,
the Filbe were driven out of Kdtsena; but they soon
returned with renewed zeal and with a fresh army,
and the Hdusa prince was expelled from his ancient
capital for ever. After several battles Dénkama,
whither all the nobility and wealth of Kétsena had
retired, was taken, ransacked, and burnt.

A solitary cologsal kika* (baobab), representing
in its huge, leafless, and gloomy frame the sad recol-
lections connected with the spot, shoots out from the
prickly underwood which thickly overgrows the lo-

* It has been remarked by travellers t}m‘t this tree is only found
near some dwelling-place of man; but I doubt whether we arc
authorized to regard all those specimens of it which are scattered

over the wilds of Central Africa, as marking the site of former
towns,
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cality *, and points out the market-place once teeming
with life. It was a most affecting moment; for, as
i€ afraid of the evil spirits dwelling in this wild and
deserted sgot all the people of the caravan, while
we were thronging algng the narrow paths opening
between the thick prickly underwood, shouted with
wild cries, cursing and execrating the Féllani, the au-
thors of so much mischief, all the drums were beat-
ing, and every one pushed on in order to get out of
this melancholy neighbourhood as soon as possible.

Having passed a little after sunset a large granitic
mass projecting from the ground, called Korreméitse,
and once a place of worship, we saw in the distance
in front the fires of those- parties of the airi which
had preceded us ; and greeting them with a wild ery,
we encamped on the uneven ground in great disorder,
as it had begome quite tdark. After a long march I
felt very glad when the tent was at length pitched.
While the fire was lighted, and the supper preparing,
Gajére informed me that, besides Dénkama, Bello
destroyed also the towns of Jankuki and Maddwa in
this district, which now presents such a frightful wil-
derness.f

* The Hiusa people call the site of a former town ¢ kufai,” in
the plural form « kufaife.”

t Gajére enumerated to me also the following places as lying
towards the north-west of our road in the direction of Marddi :
viz., Wila, Golkika, ﬂaruma,wa, Gindiwa, Majéne, Kore, Din-
dabu, Kdbdu (a large place belonging to Astifidet), Simia mai-
giije, Rubiikia, Furagirke, Agé, Kukta, Kaff mayidki (which ap-
proaches within a little distance of Tindkku, the place I men-
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In the course of the night, the roar of a lion was
heard close by our encampment.

Toeadsy, Ve started, with gencral cnthusmsm, at
January 31st. gn early hour; and the people’ of our troop
seeing the fires of the other,divisions of the salt-
caravan in front of us still burning, jeered at their
laziness, till at length, on approaching within a short
distance of the fires, we found that the other people
had set out long before, leaving their fires burning.
A poor woman, carrying a load on her head, and
leading a pair of goats, had attached herself to our
party in Gaziawa; and though she had lost her goats
in the bustle of the previous afternoon, she continued
her journey cheerfully and with resignation.

After five hours’ march the whole caravan was
suddenly brought to a stand for some time, the cause
of which was a ditch of consilerable magnitude, dug
right across the path, and leaving only a narrow
passage, the beginning of a small path which wound
along through thick thorny underwood. This, to-
gether with the ditch, formed a sort of outer defence
for the cultivated fields and the pasture-grounds of
Kétsena, against any sudden inroad. Having passed

tioned above). Further southward, on the west side of our route,
were mentioned Struru and Koff; to the east, Sdmia maidin-
kay. On inquiring after Simia Enkéra, a place mentioned in an
itinerary sent home by Mr. Richardson durmg his first journey,
I learnt that it lics on an castern road leading from Damergh to
Tasiwa by the following stations (the march being slow from
Tagelel) : — Baibay, Kamé, Sémin Klkdra (this is said to be the
right form of the name), Dindu, Gomariyima, Taséwa. .
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another projecting mass of granite rock, we passed
two small villages on our left, called Tilla and
Takumtﬁm, from whence the inhabitants came out
to salute us: We encamped at length in a large
stubble’ﬁelﬁd, beyond ,some kitchen-gardens, where
pumpkins (dimma) were planted, two miles N.E.
from the town of Kdtsena. While we were pitching
my tent, which was the only one in the whole
encampment, the sultan or governor of Kétsena came
out with a numerous retinue of horsemen, all well-
dressed and mounted ; and having learnt from Elaiji
that I was a Christian traveller belonging to a mis-
sion (a fact, however, which he knew long before),
he sent me soon afterwards a ram and two large ca-
labashes or ddmmas filled with honey —an honour
which was rather disagreeable to me than otherwise,
as it placed, me under the necessity of making the
governor a considerable present in return. I had no
article of value with me; and I began to feel some
unpleasant foreboding of future difficulties.

An approximative estimate of the entire number
of the salt-caravan, as affording the means of accu-
rately determining the amount of a great national
commerce carried on between widely-separated coun-
tries, had much océupied my attention, and having
in vain tried on the road to arrive at such an esti-
mate, I did all T ceuld to-day to obtain a list of the
different divisions composing it ; but although Y4hia,
one of the principal of A’nnur’s people, assured me
that there werc more than thirty troops, I was not



?

44 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. Caar. XXI1I1.

able to obtain particulars of more than the following :
viz., encamped on this same ground with us was the
salt-caravan of A’'nnur, of Elaiji, of Héinma with the
Kél-tafidet, of Sdlah, of H4j Makhmuad with the Kél-
tagrimmat, of A’maki with the Amakita, of the Im-
asdghlar (led by Mohammed dan A’ggeg), of the K¢él-
azanéres, of the Kél-inger (the people of Zingina), of
the Kél-dgwau, and finally that of the Kél-chémia.
No doubt none of these divisions had more than
two hundred camels laden with salt, exclusive
of the young and the spare camels; the whole of
the salt, therefore, collected here at the time was at
the utmost worth one hundred millions of kurdi, or
about ecight thousand pounds sterling. Beside the
divisions of the airi which 1 have just cnumerated as
encamped on this spot, the Erdzar were still behind,
while the followiug divisions had gone on jn advance:
the Kél-n-Néggaru ; the Iserdraran, with the chief
Bérka and the tdmberi (war chieftain) Naséma ; and
the Ikdzkezan, with the chiefs Mohammed Irdlagh
and Wuentusa.

We may therefore not be far from the truth if we
estimate the whole numbcr of the salt-caravan of the
Kél-owi, of this year, at two thousand five hundred
camels. To this must be added "the salt which had
gone to Zinder, and which I estimate at about a thou-
sand camcl-loads, and that which had been left in Ta-
sdwa for the supply of the markets of the country
as far as Gober, which 1 estimate at from two hun-
dred to three hundred camel-loads. But it must be
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borne in mind that the country of A’sben had been
for somg time in a more than ordinarily turbulent
state, ancl that consequently the caravan was at this
juncture probably less numerous than it would be in
quiet times.

Being rather uneasy with regard to the intention of
the governor of the province, I went early the next
morning to Elafji, and assured him that, besides some
small things, such as razors, cloves, and frankincense,
I possessed only two red caps to give to the governor,
and that 1 could not afford to contract more debts by
buying a berntis. The good old man was himself
aware of the governor’s intention, who, he told me,
had made up his mind to get a large present from
me, otherwise he would not allow me to continue my
journey. I wanted to visit the town, but was pre-
vented from doing so under these circumstances,
and therefore remained in the encampment.

The governor, who spends a great deal of his time
in a country-house which he has recently built out-
side the town, about noon held a sort of review of
scveral hundred horsemen, whose horses, in general,
were in excellent condition. They were armed with
a straight sword hanging on the left, a long heavy
spear for thrusting, and a shield, either of the same
description as that of the Tawérek, of oblong shape,
made of the hide.of the large antelope (Leucoryr),
or else of bullock’s or elephant’s hide, and form-
ing an immense circular disk of about five feet in
diamecter ; some of them wore also the dagger at the
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left arm, while I counted not more than four or five
muskets. Their dress was picturesque, and, not too
flowing for warlike purposes, the large shirt, or shirts
(for they generally wear two), being fastpned round
the breast with an Egyptian shawl with a red border;
and even those who were dressed in a bernis had
it wound round their breast. Most of them wore
black ¢ rdwani,” or shawls, round their faces, a
custom which the Féllani of Haiusa have adopted
from the Tawdrek merely on account of its looking
warlike ; for they have no superstitious reason for
covering the mouth. The harness of the horses was
all of Hdusa manufacture, the saddles very diftcrent
from those of the Tawdrek (which seem to be iden-
tical with the old Arab saddles). The stjrrups formed
a very peculiar kind of medium between the large
unwieldy stirrups of the modern Arab and the small
ones of the Tawdrek and Europeans, the sole of the
stirrup being long, but turned down at both cnds,
while it is so narrow that the rider can only thrust
the naked foot into it. I could not under-

stand the principle upon which this kind of m
stirrup is_made. It appeared to me a most

absurd specimen of workmanship.

The Féllani in Kétsena have good reason to be
on- their guard against the Kél-owj, who, in an un-
derhand way, are always assisting the independent
Hausa states of Géber and Mar4di in. their struggle,
and might some day casily make common cause with
them to drive out these arrogant intruders from the
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conquered provinces. In fact they have done all in
their power to attain this object; and A'nnur’s policy
is so well known to the Féllani, that once when he
came to Kétsena he received most shameful treatment
at their hands. Afterwards I was visited by Kl
Wiékhshi, and paid him in return a visit at that part
of the encampment where some of his merchandise
was deposited, for he himself was living in the town.
Here he introduced to me a person who was very
soon to become one of my direst tormentors, the
bare remembrance of whom is even now unpleasant ;
it was the h4j DBel-Ghét, a man born in Tawait,
but who had long been settled in Kitsena, and
though not -with the title, yet in reality holding the
office of * a serki-n-turdwa.”

A troop of eight mounted royal musicians (* masu-
kidda-n-serki”), who had been playing the whole day
before the several divisions of the ¢ airi,” came like-
wise to my tent in the course of the afternoon, and
gratified my ears with a performance on their various
instruments. There was the drum, or “ ganga”, very
much like our own instrument of that kind, and of
about the same size as the commen regimental drum;
the long wind instrument, or ¢ pampdamme;” a shorter
one, a sort of flute, or “elgaita*;” a sort of double
tambourine, or “kaléngo;” a simple tympanum, or

® All sorts of wind instruments, the flute included, are called
by the Hédusa people « bushé-bushé,” from which word the Féllani-
n-Hiusa have formed “ fufefuféji.”
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“késo;” a sort of double Egyptian darabika, called
“jéjo,” and a small horn, or “kafs.”  The most
common among them is the “jGjo,” which in Héusa is
the chief instrument made use of in an_ expedition,
and, if accompanicd by the voice, is not disagreeable.
With these various instruments the well-mounted
horsemen made a pretty good noise; but it was
neither harmonious nor characteristic —to all this
pompous imitative music I prefer a few strains with
natural fecling by a solitary maimélo. T was obliged
to reward my entertainers with a large quantity of
cloves, as 1 had scarcely anything else left.

I was rather astonished to hear that the A’sbe-
niwa do not pay passage-money to the governor
according to the number of their camels, but that
every freeman among them makes him a present of
one kantu of salt. For every beast of burden, be it
pack-ox or donkey, five hundred kurdi are generally
paid.

Thursday, Having assorted such a present as 1
January 23rd. could afford, T protested once more to Elaiji
that, my other luggage having gone on in advance to
Kand, I had but very little to offer the governor.

I went about noon with my protector and a great
number of A’sbendwa to offer the governor my com-
pliments and my present.  Sitting down under a
tree at a considerable distance fsom the spot where
he himsclf was seated, we waited a little, till we
shc:uld be called into his presence, when his brother,
who held the office of ghaladima, came to us—a man
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of immense corpulency, resembling a eunuch. Indeed
nothing kpt the cut of his face, his aquiline nose, and
rather light colour, and the little goatlike beard
which ornapented his chin, could expose him to the
suspicion of being a Pullo or Ba-Féllanchi.* He
wanted to treat my business apart from that of Elafji,
who, however, declared that he had come only for
my sake. While the fat ghaladima was returning
to inform his brother of what he had heard, a troop
of well-mounted Kél-esdrarf (who, as I was told, are
scttled at present in the province of Katsena) came
up at full speed. It was not long before a servant
came from the serki, inviting me alone into his pre-
sence.

Mohammed Béllo Yerima, the eldest son of the
former well-known governor Mallem Ghomdrof was
scatcd under-a wide-spreading and luxuriant tama-
rind-tree, dressed simply in a large white shirt with
a black rdwani round his face. The A’sbendwa, who
formed a large semicircle around him, were dressed
most gaudily. Stepping into the opening of the
semicircle, I saluted the governor, telling him that as
I and my companions had lost, on the border of A’s-
ben, almost all the valuable property we had brought

* This is the only correct Hiusa form for the singular of Fél-
lani. .

t I afterwards heard that these people belonged to the Kdl-
tidik, and possessed large establishments ofgslaves and farms in

Dwin and Shirgingim.
1 The Filbe generally change the ain into ghain, and there.

fore sny GLomaro instead of ‘Oméro.
VOL, II. E
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with us, and as the few things left to me had gone on
to Kané, he ought to excuse me for bejpg unable
at the present moment to offer him a present worthy
of his high position, that it was my degire to go on
without delay to Kand, in order to settlc my affairs,
and to proceed to Bérnu, where we expected to receive
fresh supplics, after which one of our party certainly
would go to Sékoto, in order to pay our respects to
the Emir ¢l Mimenin. The governor answered my
address with much apparent kindness, telling me that
I was now in his “ iména,” or under his protection,
and that he had no other purpose but to do what
would be conducive to my advantage. He then asked
the news of my companions, though he knew all
about them, and did not appear to take the least offence
at Mr. Overweg’s going to Marddi, although the
people and the ruler of that place wererhis most inve-
terate enemics.  But things must not be looked upon
here as they would be in Europe ; for here people are
accustomed to see strangers from the north pay visits
to all sorts of princes, whatever may be their policy.
However, while he spoke in rather friendly terms to
me, and while my presents were received thankfully
by the servants, he declared to the people who were
sitting near him, that as the ruler of Bérnu had laid
Lold of one of my companions, and that of Maridi
of the other, he should be a fool if he were to let
me pass out of Wis hands. T thercfore took leave of
himn with no very light heart.

My present consisted of two fine red caps, a picce
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of printed calico which 1 had bought in Mdurzuk for
four Spamsh dollars, but which was of a pattern not
much liked in Hudin, an English razor and scissors,
onc pound of' cloves, another of frankincense, a picce
of fine soap, and a packet of English needles. Though
it certainly was not a very brilliant present, yet, con-
sidering that I did not want anything from him, it
was quite enough; but the fact was, that he wanted
something wmore from me, and therefore it was not
sufficient.

Early the following morning, while it was still
dark, a servant of the .governor came with Elaiji to
my tent, requesting me to stay voluntarily behind
the caravan. Though this would have been the best
plan, had I knoyn that the governor had set his heart
upon keeping me back, yet I could not well assent to
it, as I had nothing at all with me, not even sufficient
to keep me and my people for a short time from
starving. 1 therefore told them that it was impos-
sible for me to stay behind, and preparedto go on with
the caravan which was setting out. This, however,
Iilaiji would not allow me to. do, but while all the divi-
sions of the airi started one after the other, he himself
remained behind with several of the principal men of
the caravan, till H4j Bel-GLét came and announced
that it was necessary for me to go to the town, there
to await the decision of the governor. Secing that
nothing was to be done but to obey, and having in
vain shown my letter of recommendation from the
sultan of A’gades, from which, as I had feared from
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the beginning, nothing was inferred but that I had
been directly forwarded by him to the governor of
Kétsena in order to see me safe to Sdkoto, I took
leave of Elafji, thanking him and his frignds for their
trouble, and followed Bel-Ghét and his companion
Misa into the town. i

The immense mass of the wall, measuring in its
lower part not less than thirty feet, and its wide cir-
cumference, made a deep impression upon me. The
town (if town it may be called) presented a most
cheerful rural scene, with its detached light cottages,
and its stubble-fields shaded with a variety of finc
trees; but I suspect that this ground was not entircly
covered with dwellings even during the most glorious
period of Katsena. We travelled a anile and a half
before we rcached the * zinsere,” a small dwelling
used by the governor as a place of.audience — on
account, as it scems, of a ‘splendid wide-spreading
fig-tree growing close to it, and forming a thick shady
canopy sufficient for a large number of people.

I, however, was conducted to the other side of the
building, where a quadrangular chamber projects
from the half-decayed wall, and had there to wait a
long time, till the governor came into town from his
new country-seat. Having at last arrived, he called
me, and, thanking me for remgining with him, hLe
promised that I should be well treated as his guest,
and that without delay a house should be placed at
my disposal. He was a man of middle age, and had
much in his manners and features which made himn
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resemble gn actor; and such he really is, and was still
more so in his younger days.

Taking leave of him for the present, I followed
Bel- tht to,my quarters; but we had still a good
march to make; first through detached dwellings
of clay, then leaving the immense palace of the
governor on our left, and entering what may be
strictly called the town, with connected dwellings.
Here I was lodged in a small house opposite the
spacious dwelling of Bel-Ghét ; and though on first
centering I found it almost insupportable, I soon suc-
ceeded in making myself tolerably comfortable in a
clean room neatly arranged. It seemed to have once
formed the snug seat for a well-furnished harim ; at
least the dark passages leading to the interior could
not be penctrated by a stranger’s eye. We had
scarcely taken possession of our quarters, when the
governor sent me a ram and two ox-loads of corn —
onc of “ddwa” and the other of “ géro.” But in-
stead of feeling satisfied with this abundant provision,
we were quite horrified at it, as I with my three
people might have subsisted a whole year on the
‘corn sent us; and we began to have uneasy fore-
bodings of a long detention. Indeed we suspected,
and were confirmed in our suspicion by the statements
of several people, that it was the governor’s real in-
tention to forward me directly to Sdékoto, a circum-
stance which alienated from me my servants—even
the faithful Mohammed ¢l Gatréni, who was much

afraid of going there.
E 3



54 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. Cuar. XXTI1I.

However, my new protector, Bel-Ghét,"did not
leave me much time for reflection, but soon came
back to take me again to the governot, Having sat
awhile in the cool shade of the tree,"wg were called
into his audience-room, which was nothing more
than the round hut or dérne (“zaure” in Kaniri)
which generally forms the entrance and passage-room
in every Pullo cstablishment. Besides myself, the
h4j Bel-Ghét, and his constant companion Musa,
there was also the wealthy merchant Hidj Wali, whom
I had seen in Tasdwa, when he tried to persuade
me to follow the men sent to take me to Zinder,
while he now sought to represent the governor of
Katsena as the greatest man in all Negroland, and the
best friend I could have. The governor soon began
to display his talent as an actor, and had the unfortu-
nate letter from the sultan of A’gades read, interpreted,
and commented upon. According to the sagacious
interpretatio;l of these men, the purport of the letter
was to rccommend me expressly to this governor
as a fit person to be detained in his company. All
my representations to the effect that my friend “Abd
el Kéder had recommended me in exactly the same*
terms to the governors of Ddyra and Kand, and that
I'had forwarded a letter from A’gades to the Emir el
Mumenin in Sokoto, informing him that as soon as we
had received new supplies fromt' the coast, one of us
at least would certainly pay him a visit, which under
present circumstances, robbed and destitute as we
were, we could not well do, were all in vain; he
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had an answer for every objection, and was impu-
dent cnough to tell me that a message had been re-
ceived froth Mar4di, soliciting me to go thither; that
as Bérnu had laid hold of one of my companions, and
Mar4di of the other, so he would lay hold of me, but
of course only in order to become my benefactor (*se
al khére”). Seeing that reply was useless, and that
it was much better to let this lively humourist go
through his performance, and to wait patiently for the
end of the comedy, I took leave of him, and rcturned
to my quarters.

Late in thc evening the governor sent for Mo-
hammed, who could scarcely be expected, with his
fiery and inconsiderate behaviour, to imnprove the state
of things; and as the governor’s dwelling was a good
way off, and the town ill-frequented, I was obliged
to allow him to go armed with a pair of pistols, which
soon attracted the attention of our host, who com-
plained bitterly that while all the petty chiefs had re-
ccived from us such splendid presents, Ire, the greatest
man in Negroland, had got nothing. Mohammed
having told him that the pistols belonged to me, he
wanted me to present them to him; but this I obsti-
nately refused, as I was convinced that the whole
success of our further proceedings depended on our
fire-arms.

I was rather glad when El Wakhshi called upon
me the following morning, as T trusted he might help
me out of the scrape. After conversing with him

about my situation, I went out with him to stroll
E 4
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about the town, We had gone, however, but a little
way when Bel-Ghét saw us, and lepmmanded me
gseverely for going out without asking his pPermission.
Growing rather warm at such humiliating treat-
ment, I told him, in very plain terms, that as long
as the governor refrained from posting soldiers be-
fore my door, I would regard myself as a free man,
and at liberty to go where I chose. Seeing that he
could not wreak his anger directly upon e, he tried
to do it indirectly, by reprimanding my companion
for going about with this ¢ kafer,” and confirming
the * kdfer” in his refractoriness against the will of
the sultan. Not fecling much honoured with the title
thus bestowed on me, I told him that as yet nobody in
the whole town had insulted me with that epithet, but
that he alone had the insolence to apply it.  When the
miscrable fellow saw 1ne irritated, he did not hesitate
to declare that though well versed in the Kurin, he
had been entirely unaware of the meaning of * kifer,”
and begged me to give him full mformatlou about the
relations of the English to the various Mohammedan
states. When I came to speak nbout Morucco, he
interrupted me, as, being a native of Gurara, he might
be presumed to know the relations of those countrics
better than I did; and he insisted that the Lnglish were
not on good terms with the emperor of Morocco, and
were not allowed to visit Fas (Fezy). I then declared to
him that there could scarcely be a"more unmistakeable
proof of the friendly relations existing between the
Lnglish and Mula "‘Abd ¢’ Rahmén than the present
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of four magnificent horses, which the latter had latcly
seift’ to the Quecn of England. He then confesscd that
he was more of an antiquarian, and ignorant of the
present state of matters; but he was quite sure that
during the time-of Mula Ismail it certainly was as
he had stated. To this I replied, that while all the
Mohammedan states, including Morocco, had since
that time declined in power, the Christians, and the
English in particular, had made immense steps in
advance. We then shook hands, and I left the poor
Moslim to his own reflections. ’
Proceeding with El Wakhshi on our intended pro-
menade, and laughing at the scrape into which he
had almost got by changing (in the dispute with Bel-
Ghét) the honorary title of the latter, ¢ Sultdn ben ¢’
Sultin” (Sultan son of Sultan), into that of ¢ Shitdn
ben ¢ Shitdn” (Satan son of Satan), we went to the
house of a Ghaddmsti, where we found several Arab and
native merchants collected together, and among them
a Ghaddmsi who bore the same name as that which,
for more friendly intercourse with the natives, 1 had
adopted on these journeys, namely, that of *‘Abd el
Nerim. This man had accompanied ‘Abd Allah (Clap-
perton) on his second journey from Kané to Sékoto,
and was well acquainted with all the circumstances
attending his deagh. He was greatly surprised to
hear that ¢ Rishar” (Richard Lander), whom he had
believed to be a younger brother of Clapperton, had
not only successfully reached the coast, after his cir-
cuitous journey to Danréro, and after having been
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dragged back by force from his enterprising march
upon Fanda, but had twice returned from England
to those quarters befare he fell a victim to his urduous
exertions.

I then returned with my old Ghadémsi fmend to
my lodgings, when Bel-Ghét came soon after us, and
once more begged my pardon for having called me
“ kafer.”

Afterwards El Wdkhshi brought me a loaf of sugar,
that I might make a present of it to Bel-Ghét, Ou
this occasion he cast his eyes on a small telescope
which I had bought in Paris for six francs, aund
begged me to giveit to him for the loat of sugar
which he had just lent me. 1 complied with his wish.
Taking the loaf of sugar with me, and the two other
letters of the sultan of A’gades, as well that addressed
to the governor of Daura,‘as that to the governor of
Kané, I went to Bel-Ghét, and presenting him with
the sugar as a swnall token of my acknowledgment for
the trouble he was taking in my behalf; I showed
him the letters as’a proof that the sultan of A’gades
never intended to forward me to his friend the
governor of Kdtsena as a sort of “ abenchi,” or a tit-
bit for himself, but that he acknowledged entircly
my liberty of action, and really wished to obtain pro-
tection for me wherever I might choose to go. Bel-
Ghét being touched by the compliments I paid him,
affected to understand now for the first time the veal
circumstances of my case, and promised to lend me
his assistance if I would bind myself to return to
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Kétsena from Bérnu, after having received sufficient
supplies from the coast. This I did to a certain
degree, under the condition that circumstances should
not prove yunfavourable to such a proceeding; indeed
I doubted at that time very much whether I should
be able to rcturn this way again. But when I did
re-visit Katsena in the beginning of 1853, with a
considerable supply of presents, and met before the
gates of the town this same man, who had been sent
to compliment me on the part of the same governor,
it was a triumph which I could scarcely have ex-
pected. The old man was on the latter occasion
alinost beside himself with joy, and fell upon my
neck exclaiming, over and over again, “ ‘Abd el
Kerfin! "Abd el Kerim!” while I told him, ¢ Here I
am, although both my compunions have dicd; I am
come to fulfil my promiser I am on my way to
Sokoto, with valuable presents for the Kmir el M-
menin.”

Leaving Bel-Ghét in better humour, I went with
101 Wakhshi to his house, where he trcated me and
two A’sbendwa with a dish of roasted fowl and dates,
after which I proceeded with him through the de-
cayed and deserted quarter where the rich Ghaddm-
sfye merchants once lived, and through some other
strects in a rather better state, to the market-place,
which forms a large regular quadrapgle, with several
rows of sheds, or runfi, of the same style as those in
Tasdwa, but much better and more regularly built.
Of course there was here a better supply of native
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cotton-cloth,:and of small Nuremberg wares; in
the :market - than ‘in the former place ;:but .other-
wite:there was nothing particular, and altodether it
was:dull, showing the state of decay into yvhich this
once splendid and busy emporium: of Negroland has
fallen. Co T e
- The most interesting thing I observed-ih the
market were limes, of tolerably large size,.and ex-
tremely cheap, and the beautiful large fruit of the
gonda (Carica Papaya), which had just begun to
ripen; however, the latter was rather dear, consi-
dering the low price of provisions in general, a fine
papaw being sold for fromn twenty-five to thirty kurdi,
a sum v(rhich may keep a poor man from starvation
for five days. In Kané I afterwards saw this fruit
cut into thin slices, which were sold for one “uri”
(shell) each. Having sat for a long time with El
Wiékhshi in a runfd, without being exposed to any
insult whatever, though 1 was necessarily an object of
some curiosity, I returned home and passed the even-
ing quietly with m¥ people, Gajére giving me reason
all the time for the utmost satisfaction with his
faithful and steadfast behaviour. Besides being sin-
cerely attached to me, he was persuaded that he
possessed influence enough to get me out of. my
scrape ; and thus he informed me, gs. a great secret,
that he had forwarded a message-to. Annur, giving
him full information of my case, and that in conse-
quence I might give myself no further trouble, but
rely entirely upon that chief’s assistance, - While. he
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was thus cheering my spirits in the evening, as we lay
round the fire in our courtyard, he frequently repeated
the worlis, * Kasé. mutim dondédi uystaso, kadda
kakishi dg, kfmmia,” contrasting his own faithful-
ness with the faithless, frivolous behaviour of Mo-
hammed el Tinsi, whom he called “mdgo mutim”
(a bad. sort-of fellow). But Gajére also had his own
reasons for not being so very angry at our delay, as
the lean ‘mare which I had hired of him had a sore
back, and was in a rather weak state, so that a little
rest and a full measure of corn every day was not so
much amiss for her.

1i1 Wékhshi returned the same evening, giving me
hope that I might get off the next day. However,
this proved to be empty talk; for the following day
my business with the pompous Béllo made no-progress,
he demandirg nothing les§ from me than one hundred
thousand kurdi or cowries — a sum certainly small
according to Europcan modes of thinking, barely
exceeding 8., but which I was quite unable to raise
at the time. Béllo'was mean enough to found his
claims upon his noble but quite uncalled-for hospi-
tality, having given me, as he said, two rams, two
vessels of honey, and two loads of corn, altogether
worth from eleven to twelve thousand cowries; and I
now felt myself fully justified in changing his noble
title ¢ Sultdn ben-Sultdn” into that of ¢ delldl ben
dellal” (broker, son .of a broker). Even my old
friend El Wékhshi took the occasion of this new
difficulty of mine to give vent to his feelings as a
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merchant, saying that this was the #dawa? (the cursc)
attending our (the English) proceedings aga,inst the
slave-trade. . And it must be confessed that” the mer-
chants of Ghadimes have suffered a- greaj, deal -from
the abolition of the slave-trade in.Tunis®, without
being compensated for this loss .by-the e&mmon or
increased security of legitimate . eqmmeme’. ' Seeing
that the slave-trade is still carried on in Nﬁpq or Nyh,
where, they are persuaded, the English could prevent
it if they would, and that it is there carried on not
by Mohammedans but by Christians, they have plau-
sible grounds for being angry with the Eunglish nation.
I had a highly interesting discussion with 1y
old fanatical friend Bel-Ghét. It seems that after I
had protested against his calling me “kafer” the
otyer day, he had held a consultation on the. sub-
ject with some people of his own faith ;. and his zcal
being thus revived, he returned to day to urge the
point. .He began with questioning me about the dif-
ferent nations that professed Christianity, and which
among them were the “kofdr;” for some of them, Le
was quite sure, were, and deserved to be, so called., I
replied that the application of the word depended on
the meaning attached to’it, and that if he understood
by the word kédfer anybody who doubted of the mis-
sion of Mohammed, of course a greag many Christians
were kofdr, but if, with more reasen, he called by this

® The recent abolition of the slave-trade in Trxpoh and Fezzén
will certainly not spothe their wrath.
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name -only those who had no idea of the unity of
God, and venerated other objects besides the Al-
mighty éod that it could then be applied only to a few
Christians particularly to those of the Greek, and
to the less' 'énligﬁtened of the Catholic. Church, though
even these venerated the crucifix and the images
rather a8 ‘symbols than as idols. But I confessed
to him that, with regard to the unity of the Divine
Being, Isldm- certamly was somewhat purer than the
creeds of most of the Christian sects; and I ac-
knowledged that, just at the time when Mohammed
appeared, Christianity had sunk considerably below
the level of its pristine purity. The old man went
away pleased with what I had told him, and swore
that he would not again call the English kofdr, but
that with my permission he would still apply that
name to the-* Mdésko ” (the Russians).

In the afternoon his son, a man of about five and
thirty, came to visit me, accompanied by a sherif
from Yeman, who had been to Bombay, and was
well acquainted with the English ; he was now on his
way to Timbiktu, in order to vindicate his right of
inheritance to the property of a wealthy merchant
who had died there. In this, however, he was un-
successful ; ‘and. when I reached Timbiktu in Sep-
tember, 1853, he had left it some time previously with
broken spirits and in great distress. He perished
on his way home. He was an amiable and intelli-
gent man, and visited me several times. From him
and his companion I received intimation of a large
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¢ Christian book,” bound in leather, with edges and
lock made of metal, in the possession of a Plillo or
Ba-Féllanchi in the town; but no one ‘coufd tell me
whether it was manuscript or print, and, although I
offered to pay for a sight of it, I never succeeded in
my object. It might be one of those heavy books
which Clapperton, when dying, told Lander rather to
leave behind than take with him to England.

Tucaday, I at length succeeded in arranging
Janoary 28th. natters with the governor. Early in the
morning I sent Mohammed to El Wakhshi in order
to try and settle the business, telling him that T was
ready to make any possible sacrifice; and he sent
me a bernis for fifty-two thousand kurdi. While I
was hesitating about contracting a new debt of such
magnitude (in my poor circumstances), Bel-Ghét,
who evidently feared that if I gave one.large present
to the governor, he himself would get nothing, inti-
mated to me that it would be better to choose several
small articles. El Wékhshi therefore procured a caf-
tan of very common velvet, a carpet, a sedriye or
close waistcoat, and a shawl, which altogether did
not cxceed the price of thirty-one thousand kurdi, so
that I saved more than twenty thousand. In order,
however, to give to the whole a more unpremeditated,
honorary, and professional appearance, I added to it a
pencil, a little frankincense, and *two strong doses of
Epsom salts.

While Bel-Ghét was engaged in negotiating peace
for me with the eccentric governor, I went with E]
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Wédkhshi and Gajére to the market, and thence pro-
ceeded w Jh the latter, who, stout and portly, strode
before me with his heavy spear, like a stately body-
guard or ‘“«kavds,” to the house of Médnzo, an agent
of Masdwaji, who always lives here, and paid him
our compliments. Passing then by the house of the
sultan’ of A’gades (“ gida-n-serki-n-A’gades”), who
occasionally resules here, we went to the ¢kéfan
Giga” (the north-western gate of the town), which
my companion represented to me as belonging entirely
to the A’sbendwa ; for as long as Kétsena formed the
great emporium of this part of Africa, the Airi used
to encamp in the plain outside this gate. The wall
is here very strong and high, at least from without,
where the height is certainly not less than from five
and thirty to forty feet, while in the interior the
rubbish and ehrth has accumulated against it to such
a degree that a man may very casily look over it;
the consequence is, that during thc rains a strong
torrent formed here rushes out of the gate. On the
outside there is also a deep broad ditch. We re-
turned to our lodging by way of the * mdrind” and
the market, both of which places were already sunk
in the repose and silence of night.

I had scarcely re®entered my dark quarters, when
Bel-Ghét arrived, telling me that the governor did not
want my property af all; however, to do honour to
my present, he would condescend to keep the caftan
and the carpet, but he sent me back the sedriye and
the shawl — of course to be given as a present to his

VOL. II. F
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agent and commissioner, my noble friend from Gurédra.
The governor, however, was anxious to olfain some
more medicines from me. He at the same time pro-
mised to make me a present of a horsef# Although
I had but a small store of medicines with me, I chose
a few powders of quinine, of tartar-emetic,. and of
acetate of lead, and gave him a small bottle with a
few drops of laudanum, while it was arranged that
the following morning I should explain to the governor
himself the proper use of these medicines.

The next morning, therefore, I procceded with Bel-
Ghét, to whose swollen eye I had successfully applied
a lotion, and whose greediness I had satisfied with
another small present, on the way to the “ zinserc.”
He wished to show me the interior of the immense
palace or the * fida;” but he could not obtain access
to it, and I did not see it till on my second wvisit to
Kétsena.

Béllo received me in his private apartment, and
detained me for full two hours while I gave him comn-
plete information about the use of the medicines. He
wanted, besides, two things from me, which 1 could
not favour him with,—things of very different
character, and the most desired by all the princes of
Negroland. One of these was a ¢ médgani-n-algiiwa”
(a medicine to increase his conj ugal-vigour) ; the other,
some rockets, as a “ mAgani-nYy4ki” (a medicine of
war), in order to frighten his enemies.

‘Not being able to comply with these two modest
wishes of his, I had great difficulty in convincing him
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of my good will; and he remained incredulous to
my protestations that we had intentionally not taken
such things as rockets with us, as we were afraid
that if' we gswe such a thing to one prince, his neigh-
bour might become fiercely hostile to us. DBut he
remarked that he would keep such a gift a secret. I
was very glad he did not say a word more about
the pistols; but in order to give me a proof that
he knew how to value fine things, he showed me the
scissors and razor which I had given him the other
day, for which he had got a sheath made, and wore
them constantly at his left side.  He then told me he
would make me a present of an ¢ abi-n-hdwa " (some-
thing to mount upon), intimating already by this
expression that it would not be a first-rate horse, as I
had not complied with his heart’s desire, but that it
would be furnished with saddle and harness, and that
besides he would send me a large * hdkkori-n-giwa”
(an elephant’s tooth) to Kané. This latter offer I
declined, saying that, though my mcans were very
small at present, I did not like to turn merchant.
He reminded me then of my promise to return; and
we parted the best of friends. Notwithstanding the
injustice of every kind which he daily commits, he
has some sentiment of honour; and feeling rather
ashamed for having given me so much trouble for
nothing, as he was aware that it would become known
to all his fellow-governors, and probably even to his
liege lord, the Emir el Mumenin, he was -anxious to

vindicate his reputation. It was from the same motive
r2
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that he begged me most urgently not to tell anybody
that I had made him the presents here, adding, that
he would afterwards say that he had releived them
from me from Kand. ¢
Having returned home, 1 thankfully received the
compliments which were made me from different
quarters on account of the fortunate issue of my
affair with this “mundfeki,” or evil-doer; and al-
though the horse, which was not brought till next
morning after we ‘had been waiting for it a long
while, proved rather ill-looking and poor, being
scarcely worth more than ten thousand kurdi, or four
dollars, and though the saddle was broken and har-
ness wanting altogether, I was quite content, and
exulted in my good fortune. But before leaving this
once most important place, 1 shall try to give a short
historical sketch of its past, and an: outline of its
present state. I only hope that the description of my
personal relations in this town may not be thought
too diffuse; but while it affords a glance into the
nctual state of things, it may also serve to instruct
those who may hereafter travel in these regions.



69

CHAP. XXIV. :

HAUSA. — HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF KATSENA.-— ENTRY INTO
’
KANO.

IN order to render intelligible the anterior history of
Kitsena, it will be necessary to enter into some pre-
liminary explanation respecting the whole country of
Héusa. The name Hausa was unknown, as it seems,
to Leo Africanus; else instead of saying that the
inhabitants of Zéria, Kdtsena, and Kané spoke the
language of Gdéber ¥, he would have said that they
spoke the H4dusa language. But we have no right to
conclude fromthis circumstance that the practice of
giving the name H4usa, not only to the widely-diffused
language, but also to the countries collectively in
which it prevails, is later than Leo’s time; on the
contrary, I must acknowledge the improbability of
such an assumption. It is true that, with the faint
light available, we are unable to discern quite distinctly
how the HAiusa nation originated ; but we may posi-
tively assert that it was not an indigenous nation, or
at least that it did mot occupy its present seat from

* Leo, L. i. s. 12. When he says that the inhabitants of Win-
gara (Guangara) likewise spoke H4usa, he falls into the same sort of
error as when he says that the people of Mélle spoke the Sénghay
language.

¥ 3
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very ancient times, but that it settled in the country
at a comparatively recent date.  As to one of the
associated states, and the most prominerﬁ and noble
amongst them (I mean Goéber), we knpw positively
that in ancient times it occupied tracts situafed much
further north*; and 1 have been assured that the
name Hdusa also proceeded from the same quarter —
an opinion which seems to be confirmed by the affinity
of that language with the Temdshight.f Whether the
name was originally identical with the word * A’usa,”
which, as we shall sec, is used by the Western Tawi#rek
and the people of Timbuktu to denote the country on
this the northern side of the Great River, in opposi-
tion to “ Giurmas,” the country on its southern side, I
am unable to say.

Sultan Béllo’s statement, that the Hausa people ori-
ginated from a Bérnu slave, deserves very little credit.
It is to be considered as merely expressive of his con-
tempt for the effeminate manners of the Hausa people
in his time. But their language, though it has a few
words in common with the Kaniri, is evidently quite
distinct from it, as well in its vocabulary as in its

* See above, Vol. I. Ch, XV,

t There is evidently some relation between the Hiiusa, the
Berber, and the Coptic languages, not in the gencral vocabu-
laries, but chiefly in the demonstratives,'such as “ me,”  hakka,”
and the prepositions, such as “n4,” «&,” «gg,” « daga,” “ garé.”
Sce the excellent analysis of the Berber language by Newman, in
Zeitschrift fiir Kunde des Morgenlandes, vol. vii. a. 1845, pp. 268.
277, 278; (on the feminine forms “jta,”  ta,”) pp. 282. 291. 296.
Many more specimens, however, may now be added.
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grammar. What Béllo says may be correct in a cer-
tain sense with regard to the population of Kand,
which indégd seems to consist, for the greater part, of
Bérnu glemgpts, though in course of time the people
have adopted the Hdusa language; and this may be
the case also with other provinces, the original popu-
lation having been more nearly related to the Manga-
Bérnu stock. The name ¢ Bawu,” which occurs in
the mythical genealogy of the Hdusa people as that
of the ancestor of most of the Héusa states, can
hardly be supposed to be a mere personification repre-
senting the state of slavery in which the nation for-
merly existed; the name for slave in the Hdusa lan-
guage 18 bdwa, not bawu. It is, however, remarkable
that this personage is said to be the son of Karbdgari,
whose name evidently implies ¢ the taking of a town,”
and might be derived from the capture of the town
of Biram, which is universally represented as the
oldest seat of the Hausa people, a tradition which
is attested by a peculiar usage cven at the present day.
This town of Biram is situated between Kandé and
Khadéja, and is often called “ Biram-ta-ghabbes,” in
order to distinguish it from a more westerly town of
the same name. DBiram, the personification of this
town, is said to have been, by his grandson, Bdwu,
(the son of Karbdgari), the progenitor of the six other
Hiusa states (likewise personified): viz. Kétscna and
Zégzeg, who are represented as twins ; Kané and Rané,

another pair of twins ; Géber and Ddura. However, it
rd4
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seems slmost universally acknowledged that of all
these children Ddura was the eldest.* ‘
More important in a historical point offview, and
confirming what has been said above, appears to be
the statement that the mother of these children be-
longed to the Déggara or Diggera, a Berber tribe at
present established to the north of Miiniyo, and once
very powerful. Biram, Ddura, Géber, Kand, Rané, K4-
tsena, and Zéozeg, are the well-known original seven
Hdusa states, the ¢ Hdusa békoy ” (the seven Hausa),
while seven other provinces or countries, in which the
H#usa language has spread to a great extent, although
it is not the language of the aboriginal inhabitants,
arc called jocosely ‘bdnza bokoy” (the upstart, or
illegitimate) ; these are Zanfara, Kébbi, Nupe or
Nyfti, Gwari, Yduri, Yéruba or Yariba, and Korérofa.
As for the six children of Bdwu, they are said to
have had each his share assigned to him by his
father in the following way: Géber was appointed the
“serki-n-ydki” (the war.chief), in order to defend his
brethren, Kané and Rand being made ¢ sdrauki-n-
bdba” (the ministers of the *madiring,” that peculiar

* Itis also a very remarkable fact, that Diura claims the glory of
having had an apostle of its own, Mohammed 'Ali el Baghdadi ; and
with this fact the circumstance, that the holy place which I noticed
on my tour from Tin-téllust to A’gades is called by some * msid
Sidi Baghdddi,” may probably be connceted. Whether Diura bo
identical with E} Bekri’s Duur, or Daw, is a question of some
imporiance, since, if it really be so, it would appear to have been
a considerable place at a very carly period; but I prefer not to
enter here upon the slippery ground of comparative geography.
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emblem of the industry of H4usa), and Kdtsena 'and
Déura ¢ sdraki-n-kdswa” (the ministers of inter-
course #¥d commerce), while Zégzeg is said to have
been -obliged to provide his brethren with those ne-
cessary instruments of social life in these regions,
namely, slaves, becoming the ¢serki-n-bay.” Rand,
which at present has been greatly reduced, though it
is still a considerable place, situated south-west from
Kand, was originally, like each of the other towns, the
capital of an independent territory, though not men-
tioned hitherto by any traveller who has spoken of
Héusa. '

If we credit Leo’s description, we must conclude
that when he visited. these regions, towards the
end of the 15th century of our era, there was no
capital in the province of Kdtsena, the whole country
being inhabited in ¢ piccoli casali fatti a guisa di
capanne.” For with respect to later events, which -
happened after he had left the country, and while he
was writing his description, very imperfect infor-
mation appears to have reached him. Now, the list
of the kings of Kdtscna, from a remote period, is still
tolerably well preserved, together with the length of
their respective reigns; and there is no reason what-
ever to doubt their general accuracy, as the history of
the state has been in writing at least since the middle
of the 16th century-of our era, and we have something
to control this list, and to commect it with facts gleaned
from other quarters. This regards the period of the
reign of the king Tbrahim M4ji, who, as we know, lived
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in the time of the famous Tawdti Mohammed ben ‘Abd
el Kerim ben Maghili, the friend and contemporary,
as I have said above®, of the great en(gﬁhpmdist-
Abu ’1 Fadhl Jeldl ¢’ din “‘Abd € Rahmén ef Khodairi
¢’ Soyuti, commonly known under the name-of
B’ Sheikh e’ Soytiti; and his connéction with the king
of Kdtsena we are able to fix with tolerable cer-
tainty by his relation to the Sénghay king Is-hdk,
who is said to have excited his severest indignation
by refusing to punish the pcople who had murdered
his son in G6g6.+ And although we can scarcely be-

* Vol L p. 386.

t+ In Timbtktu I was enabled to peruse a long letter from
Maghili to Is-hik about points of feligion. ‘This is the only
work of Maghili, which I was able to discover in Negroland.
There were two Sénghay kings of the name of Is-hik — the first,
who ruled from A. H. 946—956, and the second, who was the last
king of the dynasty, when Gégho or G6gd was conquered by the
Basha Jodir the 17th Jumad ¢’ thiini, 999 ; but there is no doubt
that the first is meant. What I have said about the grandson of
Maghili’s dispute with Is-bak is the common tradition in Negroland,
and, I think, deserves more confidence than what M. Cherbon-
nean has made out in Constantine. See Journal Asiatique, 1855.
He eays, “ Aprés cet horrible massacre, K1 Mrili quitta T'ouat
pour s’enfoncer dans le ceeur du Soudan. Il parcourut successive-
ment Tekra (? Tirka), Kachtne et Kanou. Dans les deux pre-
miéres villes il enseigna publiquement la science du Koran ; dans
Pautre il fit un cours de jurisprudence. De Ja il passa & Karou (ou
‘Tchiarou, suivant la prononciation locale), et fut invité par el Hadj
Mobammed, qui en était le gouverneur, & rédiger une note sur
différentes questions de droit. Tl était deBnin pecu dans cette ville,
lorsqu'on vint lui apprendre que son fils avait 6té aseassiné par

les juifs de Touat. Il repartit et mourut presque au moment de
son arrivée.”
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lieve that the ruin of the Sdénghay empire, and the
rise of -that of Kétsena, was the consequence of this
holy maKs curse, nevertheless we are justified in
presuming that after he had received offence from the
king Is-hdk, by being refused satisfaction, he began
to cultivate friendly relations with the king of Ka-
tsena, a country then rising into importance.

We are therefore justified in placing Ibrahim M4ji
(the king of Kéatsena, whom the fanatic Moslim con-
verted to Jslam) about the middle of the 10th century
of the Ilejra. Now, if we count backwards from this
period, adding together the years attributed to each
reign, to Komdyo, the man who is universally stated
to have founded Katsena, we obtain at least three
hundred and fifty years, which would carry back the
political existence of the state of Kdtsena to the be-
ginning of the Tth century of the Hejra. In this
computation we reduce the rcign of the first two
kings, or chiefs (of whom Komayo is said to have
rcigned a hundred years, and his successor ninety), to
about twenty ycars each. Excepting this little exag-
geration, which is such as we find recurring in the
carly history of almost every nation, I do not see any
reason for rejecting the list of the kings of this coun-
try, as it is preserved not only in the memory of
the people, but even in written documents, though,
indeed, it is to bz lamented that the books con-
taining a comprehensive history of this nation have
been destroyed intentionally by the Fulbe, or Féllani,
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since the conquest of the country,-in order te anni-
hilate, as far as possible, the national records.

The dynasty founded by Komiyo compfised four
kings in succession, besides its founde?, nahiely,
RAmba, Téryau, Jerinnidta and Sandwu. Sandwu,
after a reign of thirty years, is said to have been killed
by Koriwu, who came from a place named Yendiitu,
and founded a new dynasty (if we count backwards
from the time of lbrahim M4ji) about the year 722 of
the Hejra; but, of course, I do not pretend to any
exactness in these dates. Whether Ibrahim M4ji
belonged to the same dynasty which Kordwu had
founded, I am not able to say. About thirty years
before the time of Ibrahimi Msgji, in the year 919
A.H., or 1513 A.D., occurred that eventful expe-
dition of the great Sénghay king Hdj Mohammed
A’skid which threw all these countriecs into the
greatest confusion. According to Leo, at that time
Kdtsena acknowledged the supremacy of Kand, hav-
ing been subjected for only a short time to the sway
of the king of Sdénghay, and afterwards mnost pro-
bably to that of the e¢nergetic and successful king of
Kébbi, who repulsed the great A’skid. Kdtsena must
have fallen very soon. under the supremacy of the
empire of Bérnu. About fifty years after the be-
ginning of the reign of the first Moslim king, a new
dynasty commenced, that of the Hdbce®, which, as it

* “Haébe,” plural of the singular “ Kido” is a general term now
applicd l.;y the Yilbe to the conquered race; but in this instance
the application is different. = 1t is not improbable that the con-



Cuar. XXI1V. EARLIEST DYNASTY. 79

is unanimously stated to have ruled for a hundred
and sixty-nine years, and as it was driven out by the
Falbe. ithe year of the Hejra 1222, must have com-
menced akput the year 1053 (A.p. 1643). In this
latter dynasty, however, there seem to have been two
factions (or families), which are noticed already in
the preceding dynasty, one of which was called Cha-
gardna, and the other Kdaryaghiwd.* & But before
speaking of the struggle between the Fulbe and the
Hébe, I shall say a few words about the town of
Kétsena. :

The town, probably, did not receive the name
of the province till it had become large and pre-
dominant; which event, if Leo be correct, we must
conclude did not happen much before the middle of
the 16th century of our era, while in early times
some separate villages probably occupied the site
where, at a later period, the immense town spread
out. The oldest of these villages is said to have been
Ambutéy or Mbutéy, where we must presume Ko-
mayo and his successors to have resided. After Gégé
had been conquered by Muldy Hamed, the emperor
of Morocco, and, from a large and industrious capital,
had become a provincial town, great part of the com-
merce which formerly centred there must have been

querors extended the meaning of this term, which originally
applied only to one dynasty, to the whole conquered nation.

* This name, in the corrupted form * Kilinghiwa,” Mr. Cooley
has conneceted with the Berbers, in his excellent little work on the
Negroland of the Arabs.
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transferred to Kdtsena, although this latter place
seems never to have had any considerable trade in
gold, which formed the staple of the markgl of Gégd.
Thus the town went on increasing to tha& enormous
size, the vestiges of which still exist at the present
time, although the quarter actually inhabited com-
prises but a small part of its extent.*

The town, if only half of its immense area were
ever tolerably well inhabited, must certainly have had
a population of at least a hundred thousand souls;
for its circuit is between thirteen and fourteen En-
glish miles. At present, when the inhabited quarter
is reduced to the north-western part, and when
even this is mostly deserted, there are scarcely seven
or cight thousand people living in it. In former
times it was the residence of a prince, who, though
he seems never to have attained to «any remark-
able degree of power, and was indced almost always
in some degree dependent on, or a vassal of, the king
of Bérnu, nevertheless was one of the most wealthy
and conspicuous rulers of Negroland.} Every prince

* For the names of the quarters of the town, which are not
destitute of interest, see Appendix I.

t It was most probably a king of K4tsena, whom Mukrizi en-
titled king of A’funi (Hamaker, Spec. Cat. p. 206.), remarking
the great jealousy with which he watched his wives, although the
name Mastid which he gives to him, does®not occur in the lists
of the kings of Kitsena which have confs to my knowledge, and
does not even seem to be a true native name. The power of the
prince of Kitsena towards the end of the last century (Lucas,
Horncman) scems to have been rather transient, being based on
the then weakness of Bérnu.
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at his accession to the throne had to forward a sort
of tribute or present to Birni Ghasréggomo, the
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capital of the Bérnu empire, consisting of one hun-
dred slaves, as a token of his obedience; but this
being done, it does not appear that his sovereign
rights were in any way interfered with. In fact,
Kétscna, during the seventcenth and eightcenth cen-
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turies of our era, seems to have been the chief city of
this -part of Negroland, as well in commercial and
political importance as in other respectsff for here
that state of civilization which had been €alled forth
by contact with the Arabs seems to have reached its
highest degree, and as the Hdusa language here at-
tained the greatest richness of form and the most re-
fined pronunciation, so also the manners of Kétsena
were distinguished by superibr politencss fromthose
of the other towns of Hdusa.

But this state of things was wholly changed, when,
in the very beginning of the present century, in the
year 1222 of the Hejra, or 1807 of our cra, the Fiilbe,
called Féllani by the Hausa, and Felldta by the
Bérnu people, raised to the highest pitch of fanaticism
by the preaching of the Reformer or Jihddi ‘Othmdn
dan Fédiye, and formed into the religious and poli-
tical association of the Jemm#a, or, as they pronounce
it, Jemméara, succeceded in possessing themselves
of this town. However, while Kané fell inglori-
ously, and almost without resistance, into the hands
of Slimdn (the Hdusa king El W4li having escaped
to Ziria), the struggle for Kétsena was protracted
and sanguinary. Indeced Mallem Ghoméro had carried
on unrelenting war against the town for seven years,
before he at length reduced it by famine; and the
distress in the town is said to have been so great that
a dead “dnguli” or vulture (impure food which no-
body would touch in time of peace) sold for five hun-
dred kurdi, and a kadéngeré or lizard for fifty. But
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the struggle did not cease here; for the ‘“Hdbe” suc-
ceceded once more in expelling the conquerors from the
town, wiﬂ%ut, however, being able to maintain their
position, when Mallem Ghoméro returned with a fresh
army. Five princes of Kétsena, one after the other,
fell in this struggle for religious and national inde-
pendence ; and the Pdllo general was not quite secure
of his conquest till after the total destruction of the
town of Dénkama, when” Mdgajin Héddedu was slain
only four months after his predecessor Mahamidu had
succumbed in Sabéngari. Even then the new Héusa
prince Benéni, who still bore the title of * serki-n-
Kétsena,” did not lay down his arms; but maintained
the contest till he likewise was conquered and slain in
Thntuma.

From this time the town declined rapidly, and all
the principal foreign merchants migrated to Kand,
where they were beyond the reach of this constant
struggle; and even the Asbendwa transferred their
salt-market to the latter place, which now became
the emporium of this part of Negroland, while Ka-
tsena retained but secondary importance as the seat of
a governor. This is indeed to be lamented, as the
situation of the town is excellent, and, both on ac-
count of its position to the various routes and of its
greater salubrity, ig far preferable to Kané. How-
cver, as matters standy unless either the Fulbe succeed
in crushing entirely.the independent provinces to the
north and north-west (which, in the present weak state
of the empire of Sékoto, is far from probable), or till

VOL. II. G
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the Goberdwa and Mariaddws, whose king-still bears
the title of serki-n-Kdtsena, reconquer this town, it
will continue to decline and become mqfte desolate
every year. In fact, Mohammed Béllo,fthe. present
governor, had conceived the design of giving up this
immense town altogether, and of founding a new resi-
dence of smaller compass -in its neighbourhood;. but
his liege-lord, Aliyu, the Emir el Mﬂmenin, wotild not
allow him to do so. *

I shall say nothing here about the empu-e of the
Kilbe, or about their character, of which I received a
very bad impression during my first dealings with
them, but shall treat of both these subjects hercafter.
The only inhabited part of the town at present is the
north-west quarter, although any one who should
omit to take into account the population scattercd
over the other parts, principally round about the
residence of the governor, and the people scttled in
the hamlets near the gates, would make a great mis-
take. lere it may be added, that most of the im-
portance which Kdtsena has still preserved, in a
commercial aspect, is due to its position with respect

to Nupe, with which it keeps up a tolerably-lively
intercourse, the route from it to that industrious but
most unfortunate country being practicable even for
camels, while the road from Kapé can only be tra-
velled with horses and asses. »Almost all the more
considerable native merchants in Kétsena are Wan-
gariwa (Eastern Mandingoes). T

The province of Kétsena was formerly far more ex-
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tensive than it‘is at present, but it has been curtailed,
in order not to leave its governor too much induce-
ment to ipke himself independent. Besides, many
parts of it¥being much exposed to the continual in-
cursions of the independent - Hdusdwa, have greatly
suffered, so that probably the population of the whole
provinee- does not now exceed three hundred thousand
souls *, of whom only about one half seem to pay tri-
bute. Every head of a *family has to pay here two
thousand five hundred kurdi-n-kassa, or ground-rent,
and the whole of the kurdi-n-kassa of the province is
estimated by those best acquainted with the affairs of
the country at from twenty to thirty millions ; a tax of
five hundred kurdi is levied also on every slave. The
military force of the province consists of two thousand
horsemen, and about eight thousand men on foot,
most of them.archers.¥ Altogether the province of
Katsena is one of the finest parts of Negroland, and
being situated just at the water-parting between the
basin of the Tsid and that of the Kwéra, at a
general elevation of from 1200 to 1500 feet, it
enjoys the advantage of being at once well watered
and well drained, the chains of hills which diversify
its surface sending down numerous rapid streams, so
that it is less insalubrious than other regions of this

* Among the places 8f which a list is subjoined, certainly not
less than fifty have about’ 4000 inhabitants, while about 100,000
people are distributed amongst the rest and those smaller hamlets
which have not been named,

t For the names of the chief places in the province, see Appen—
dix 1I.
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continent. Its productions are: varied and rich,
though its elevated situation seems unfavourable to
the growth of cotton. ‘But, on the otherfide, useful
trees seem to be more numerous-in this &strict:than
in any other under the same latitude; and the 4yaba
or banana, and the génda or papaya, are found in
many favoured spots, while the doréwa or Parkia, the
tsdmia or tamarind, and the kadefia, or the :Shea
butter-tree (Bassia Parkit), are the most common trees
everywhere, and very often form thick clusters. As
I shall have to describe the western districts in the
narrative of my journey to Sékoto, in 1853, I now
proceed with my route to Kand. <™
Thusisy, 1 Was extremely glad when, after a long
Junuary 30th. delay — for we had been obliged to wait
more than an hour for the poor nag presented to me
by the governor,—we reached the south-eastern gate
of the town, the ¢ kéfa-n-Kdura.,” - It was as if I had
just escaped from a prison, and I drew my breath
deeply #s I inhaled the fresh air outside the wall.
I should have carried with me a very unfavourable
impression of Kétsena, if it had not been my destiny
to visit this place again under more favourable cir-
cumstances ; and I should have obtained a very false
idea of the character of the Filbe, if, from the little
experience which I had acquired in this place, I had
formed a definitive judgment of them.. . -
On the southern side of the town there is at present
no cultivated ground; but the whole country is in a
wild state, covered with brushwood. What we saw
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also of the traffic on the path seemed to be not of a
very peaceable kind ; for we met nothing but armed
foot-and h%rsemen hastening to Kdtsena on the news
of .the ‘expedition in course of preparation by the
peopléioft Marddi. But further on, the aspect of the
country became a little more peaceful; and after a
march of three miles we passed a well, where the
women from a neighbouring village were offering for
sale the common vegetables ofsthe country, such as
gowéza or yams, ddnkali or sweet potatoes, kiika, the
leaves of the monkey bread-tree, dodéwa or the vege-
table cakes mentioned above, ground nuts, beans, and
sour milk. Nevertheless the whole country, with its
few fortified villages, its little cultivation, and the
thick forests which separated the villages one from
another, left the impression of a very unsettled and
precarious existence. I observed that brushwood,
where it is not interrupted by larger trees, is always
a proof of cultivation having been carried on at no
distant period. In the midst of a wild thicket, which
deranged all my things, we met a long warlike-train
of several hundred horsemen, who perhaps might
have incommaded us on the narrow path, if the strange
appearance of my luggage had not so frightened the
horses, that they rather chose to carry their riders
through the very thickest of the covert than to fall in
with us. Dum-palms now began to appear; and beyond
the considerable village Bay, cultivation became more

cxtensive. Besides the fan-palm, the dumma and
63
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kafia, and the immense monkey bread-tree,: with its
colossal (now leafless) branches, from which the long
heavy ¢ kauchi” were hangmg down rn slender
mouse-tail stalks, were the prevalent :

By degrees the country became more - beautxful
and cheerful, exhibiting a character -of repose and
ease which is entirely wanting in the northern parts
of the province; separate comfortable dwellings of
cattle-breeding Féllami were spread about, and the
corn-fields were carefully fenced and well kept. I
was greatly astonished when Gajére, with a certain
feeling of national pride, pointed out to me here
the extensive property of Sidi Ghélli el H4j A’nnur,
the man whom I had occasion, in my description of
A’gades, to mention amongst the most respectable
people of that town. It is astonishing how much
property is held in these fertile regians by the Ta-
wirek of A’sben; and to what consequences this may
cventually lead, everybody will easily conjecture.

A little before four o’clock in the afternoon we en-
camped close to a village called Shibddwa, the cele-
brated town of Déaura being distant two days’ march.

Friday, It was a most beautiful morning; and
Jauary 81st. ] indulged in the feeling of unbounded
liberty, and in the tranquil enjoyment of the beau-
tiful aspect of God’s creation. The country through
which we passed on leaving Shibddwa, formed one
of the finest landscapes I ever saw in my life. The
ground was pleasantly undulating, c¢overed with a
profusion of herbage not yet entirély ‘dried up by
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the sun’s power; the trees, belonging to a great
variety of gpecies, were not. thrown together into
an impengirable - thicket of the forest, but formed
into bealtx)f%ul;agroups, .exhibiting all the advantage
of light and shade. There was the kaifla, with its
rich dark-tinged foliage, the kadefia, or butter-tree,
which I here saw for the first time, exhibiting the
freshest and most beautiful grecn; then the marké,
more airy, and sending out its branches in more
irregular shape, with light groups of foliage ; young
tamarind-trees rounding off their thick crown of
foliage till it resembled an artificial canopy spread
out for the traveller to repose in its shade, besides
the gdmji, the shéria, the sokitso, the turdwa, and
many other species of trees unknown to me; while
above them all, tall and slender gérebas unfolded
their fan-crowns, just as if to protect the cye of the
delighted wanderer from the rays of the morning
sun, and to allow him to gazc undisturbed on the
enchanting scenery around. Near the village Kdshi
even the génda-tree or Carica Papaya, which is so
rarely seen in these quarters, enlivened the scenery.
The densely-luxuriant groves seemed to be the abode
only of the feathered tribe, birds of numberless variety
playing and warbling about in the full enjoyment of
their liberty, while the ¢ serdi,” a large bird with
beautiful plumage of a light-blue colour, especially at-
tracted my attention. . Now and then a herd of cattle
was seen dispersed over the rich pasturage-grounds, all

of white colour, and the bulls provided with a large fat
o4
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hump or tézo" hanging, down on ;ona.aaide. . Buat
in.this delightful spectacle objects of destruction also
wgre not wanting, the poisonous fplﬂnt[-?,f-w“"
starting forth everywhere. . - - ‘

Cotton and kardsia fields interrupted théparklike
scenery; and near Kdmri, a small place surrounded
with a low clay wall, we were delighted with the
view of a green patch of low ground laid out into
Leds, and, with the help of a number of drawbeams,
¢ khattatir,” or * ldmbuna,” producing wheat and
onions. This ground too is only worked with the
gélma and the fertdiia or small hoe.

Granite rock was protruding in several places; and
a little after mid-day we had a detached range of hills
on our right stretching E. and W. Soon afterwards,
near the village Temnma, we passed a small market-
place, consisting of about eight sheds, and shaded by
a number of wide-spreading tamarind-trees, where I
was astonished at the number of cattle and horses
assembled, but heard on inquiry that they were not
intended for sale. Further on, after we had passed
the ficlds of Gogé, plenty of cattle and goats were
scen browsing everywhere about. All the cattle were
of a white, and all the goats of a coffee-brown colour.
Having passed the encampment of the Tin-néggaru
or Kél-néggaru, and crossed a dale fringed with small
fresh patches of wheat, which \w"eré watered by way of
the said “lamnbuna” fromewells in the hollow, we ens
camped a quarter before four o'clock close to the fence
of the village Bégo; for the whole country swarms
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with thieves; and great caution is necessary at night:
the Tin-néggaru last night killed a thief, who was
attemptingyto: carry off a loaf of salt.

After a rharch of about two milesanda- o .
half, over clayey ground greatly broken up February ist.
by the rains, we reached the N.W. corner of the consi-
derable town Kusdds, and continued along its western
wall, where a group of very tall and majestic rimis
(Bombaz or Eriodendron Guineense), though at present
leafless, formed a most conspicuous object. It is very
singular and highly characteristic, that this tree (the
bentang-tree of Mungo Park) generally grows near
the principal gate of the large towns in Hdusa, while
otherwise it is not frequent, at least not the large
full-grown specimens; and it is not improbable that
the natives purposely planted them in those places as
a kind of waymark-—or perhaps it may be a remnant
of their pagan customs, this tree being deemed holy
by several pagan tribes. It is almost incredible at
what an immense distance these stupendous trees, the
tallest of the vegetable kingdom, may be seen.

Kusdda is a town of importance, and is very little
less than Gazdwa, though not so thickly inhabited ; the
wall of the town is in tolerably good repair, and the
interior is rich in trees, making it look very cheerful
and comfortable. Most of the huts consist of clay
walls, with a thatched roof, which is certainly the
mode of architecture best adapted to the climate and
the whole nature of the country.

© When leaving the south side of this town we were
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joined by a troop of women very heavily-laden, cach
carrying upon the head from six to ten enormous
calabashes filled with various articles: byt they did
not prove to be agreeable company; fJ not being
able to walk steadily for any length.of time with their
loads, they stopped every few minutes, and then went
on at a running pace, till they were obliged again to
halt, so that they came frequently into collision either
with my camel or with the bullock. It is really incre-
dible what loads the native women of Negroland can
carry on their heads, but I think no other tribe is equal
in this respect to the Tapua or Nyffdwa. The country
through which we had to pass along for the first two
miles was overgrown with underwood, and much
broken up by the rains, till we reached the stubble-
fields of Kaférda, where my attention was attracted
again by a few scattered specimens of the gigiila, or
deléb-palm, which, in these districts, seems to be ex-
tremely rare. Descending then a little, the country
assumed once more that delightful park-like appear-
ance which had so charmed me the previous day ; and
the variety of the vegetation was extraordinary, —
goreba, jéja, ghmji, rimi, and déka being the principal
trees.

The industry of the natives was also well repre-
sented ; for soon after we had met a troop of men car-
rying home loads of indigo-plants, in order to prepare
them in their simple way, we passed over extensive
tobacco-fields, which had very nearly.reached. ma-
turity. Rich aromatic bushes were growing cvery-.
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where in the fields, affording most nourishing food
for bees, for. which purpose hives, formed of thick
hollow - logs, - were fastened to the branches of the
colossal kﬁﬁa-trees. We here passed a most curious
specimen of vegetable intercourse in the thorough
intermixture of a gigifia with another tree. In the
course of my travels my attention was drawn to the
interesting attraction which exists between the "tama-
rind-tree and the kika, both of which trees I very
often found linked together in the closest embraces.
This district was greatly enlivened also by a rich
varicty of the feathered tribe, but the beautiful serdi
was not seen; the kdlé and the tsirna now taking its
place.

A quarter of an hour after noon we passed the
considerable place Dan-Sébua, defended only by a
stockade, and, with the exception of a small market-
place, giving very little proof of any kind of industry
existing among its inhabitants. When I passed the
place three years later, it even seemed almost deserted.
About two miles further on we passed a small round
hill covered with underwood up to its very summit,
and remarkable enough for being taken as a boundary-
mark between the provinces of Kdtsena and Kané; in
1854, however, the frontier was carried further N.W.,
near Kaférda. We encamped -early in the afternoon
near the village Gurzo, separated from it only by a
dell laid out in small garden-fields with wheat an
onions, and obtained a good supply of the latter, but
nothing else. In the night a thief alinost succeeded
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in carrying off some of our luggage, but had to run
vel'y hard for his life.

- Early the next morning we atarted 1t.h an en-

thusmstxc impulse, in order to reach befofe night the
celebrated emporium of Central Negroland. Kand,
indeed, is a name which excites enthusiasm in every
traveller in these regions, from whatever quarter
he may come, but principally if he arrives from the
north. We thus started in the twilight, passing in
the bush some herds of tattle remaining out in the
pasture-grounds, and meeting several troops of tra-
vellers, which made us fancy the capital to be nearer
than it really was. We listened to the tales of
our comely and cheerful companion, the * babé-n-
bawa” of Tdgelel, who detailed to us the wonders
of this Afmca.n London, Birmingham, and Man-
chester —the vastness of the town, the palace and
retinue of the governor, the immense multitudes as-
sembled every day in its market-place, the splendour
and richness of the merchandise exposed there for
sale, the various delicacies of the table, the beauty
and gracefulness of its ladies. At times my fiery Tu-
nisian mulatto shouted out from mere anticipation of
the pleasures which awaited him.
: Keeping steadily along, we reached, after about five
miles, the very considerable town of Béchi, the well-
kept high clay walls of which started forth -suddenly
from a most luxuriant mass of vegetation, where we
saw again the beautxfully-feathered serdl fluttering
about from branch to branch. ¢ :
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The town is very remarkable, as exhibiting the
peculiar circumstances of the.social state in this
country; for it belongs partly to the Tawérek tribe of
the Itisan, *whose biigaje or serfs — properly half-
castes, born-of free mothers, but slaves from the
father’s side—live here, cultivating for their lords the
fields around the town. Thus we see Tawdrek every-
where, not only as occasional merchants, but even as
settlers and proprietors. The town has but one gate;
and a great many of the houses are of the kind de-
scribed above. Beyond the town the country becomes
less cultivated, and is mostly covered with the wild
génda-bush, which bears a most delicious fruit, richly
deserving to be called the cream-apple. I suspected it
for some time to be identical with the custard-apple ;s
but I afterwards assured myself that it is not. I call
the attention of every African traveller to this fruit,
which affords the greatest relief after a long day’s
journey; but it does not grow on the flat clayey
plains of Bérnu Proper.

Beyond the little market-place of Budiimme we
met the first strings of empty camels belonging to
the airi with which we had been travelling. They
were returning from Kand, where they had carried
the salt, in order to retrace their steps to good
pasture-grounds, while their masters remained in
the capital to sell their merchandise. The drivers
confirmed the information we had already received,
that our protector Elaiji had not as yet arrived in
the town. For he likewise possesses a large property
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near Kazdure, whither he ‘had gone after parting
from me at Kétsena. The country again assumed a
more cheerful character; we passed several villages,
and even a mériné, or dyeing-place, and the path was
well frequented. Almost all the people who met us
galuted us most kindly and cheerfully ; and I was par-
ticularly amused by the following form of saluta-
tion: * Bérka, sanfi samii: hm! hm!” “ God bless you,
gently, gently ; how strange!” Only a few proud I'él-
lani, very unlike their brethren in the west, passed us
without a salute. The villages are here scattered about
in the most agreeable and convenient way, as farming
villages ought always to be, but which is practicable
only in a country in a state of considerable security
«and tranquillity. All their names, therefore, are in
the plural form, as Taraurdwa, Jimbeddwa, Bagaddwa.
The idea of a great degree of industry was inspired
by the sight of a mérind near Jimbedawa, comprising
as many as twenty dyeing-pots; and here also a little
market was held by the women of the district. About
half-past one in the afternoon we c¢ntered the rich dis-
trict of Dawano, which almost cxclusively belongs to
the wealthy Dan Mailia, and is chiefly inhabited by
Féllani. There was here a large market-place, con-
sisting of several rows of well-built sheds, and fre-
quented by numbers of people. A few market-women
attached themselves to our little troop, giving«"ﬁs as-
surance that we should be able to reach the ¢ birni”
to-day, but then added that we ought to arrive at the
outer gate before sunset, as it is shut at that time.
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We accordingly pressed.on with our varied little
caravan, consisting of a very lean black horse, covered
with coarse wool-like hair, worth four dollars, or
perhaps less; a mare, scarcely worth more in its
present condition; a camel, my faithful Bu-Séfi,
evidently the most respectable four-footed member of
the troop, carrying a very awkward load, representing
my whole travelling household, with writing-table and
bedding-boards ; a sumpter-ox, heavily laden ; then the
four human bipeds to match, viz. one half-barbarized
European, one half-civilized Géberdwi Tunisian mu-
latto, a young lean T'ébu lad, and my stout, sturdy,
and grave overseer from Tagelel. As we then entered
some ficlds of scsamum, or “ndéme” (quite a new
sight for me in this country, but which was soon
to become of very common occurrence), Gajére de-
scried in the distance between the trees the top of the
hill Dal4, and we all strained our eyes to get a first
glimpse of this hill, which is the real landinark of
Kandé.

The country hercabouts exhibited a new feature,
some of the fields being enclosed with a bush which
I had not seen before, and which was called by my in-
telligent guide “fidde serewukka.” In Miniyo, where
I afterwards saw it used for the same purpose, it is
called “mégara.” It is a kind of broom, growing to
the height of ten or twelve feet, and has a milky
juice, which is slightly poisonous, but by some people
is employed as a cure for wounds caused by thorns.
A little while afterwards we saw the first single date-
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palm, a tree also most characteristic of Kané; and
now, the country becoming clear, we obtained a full
sight of both the hills, Dald and Kégo-n-ditsi, which
rise from the flat level of the plain; but nothing
was as yet visible of the town, and we had but faint
hopes of reaching it before sunset. However, we
went on, though a little disheartened, as we had gome
foreboding that we should incur the displeasure of the
governor; and passing through the gate, in front of
which part of the airi were gncamped, without stop-
ping, as if we were natives of the country, went on
across open fields. It took us forty minutes to reach
the house of Bdwu from the gate, though this lies
near the very outskirts of Dald, the northernmost
quarter of the town.

It was quite dark, and we had some trouble in
taking possession of the quarters assigned to us by
our host.

Kané had been sounding in my ears now for more
than a year; it had been one of the great objects of our
journey as the central point of commerce, as a great
storehouse of information, and as the point whence
more distant regions might be most successfully at-

ternpted. At length, after nearly a year’s exertions,
I had reached it.
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CHAP. XXV.

RESIDENCE IN KANG.-—— VIEW OF ITS INTERIOR. — ITS HISTORY AND
PRESENT STATE. — COMMERCE.

KANG for us was a station of importance not only
from a scientific but also from an economical point
of view. Instead of being provided with ready
cash, we had received in Mirzuk, on account of the
British government, merchandise which, we had been
assured, would not only be safer than money, but
would also prove more advantageous for us. In con-
sequence of the heavy extortions to which we were
subjected on the road to Air, and of our long delay
in that' country, we had been deprived of the small
articles which we carried for barter, so that we were
entirely thrown upon the merchandise which we had
forwarded in advance from Tintéggana; and I for
my part, on my arrival in Kané, had to liquidate a
debt of not less than 112,300 kurdi: viz. 55,000 for
the carriage of this very merchandise from Tintéggana
to Kané ; 8300 as my.share of the presents or passage-
money given on the read; 18,000 to Gajére, as hire
for the mare and bullock ; and 31,000 to a man of the
name of Haij el Ddwaki, on account of Abu-Bakr el
Wikhshi, for the articles bought from him in Kétsena,

VOL. 1I. H
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in order to satisfy the governor of that place. Be-
sides, I was aware that I had to make-a considerable
present to the governor of Kand; and I was most
desirous to discharge Mohammed &' Ttnsi, whom I
had discovered to be utterly useless in these countries,
and who, besides his insupportable insolence, might
bring me into trouble by his inconsiderate and frivo-
lous conduct.

These were material calls upon my encumbered
property. On my mind, too, there were claims of
a not less serious character; for, from my very outsct
from' Europe, I had steadily fixed my eyes upon
that Eastern branch of the Kwira, or so called Ni-
ger, which Laird, Allen, and Oldfield had navigated
for the distance of some eighty miles, and which
the former (although he himself did not penctrate
further than Fdnda) had, with reasons decisive in
my eyes, and which could not be overthrown in my
opinion by Captain William Allen’s ingenious but
fanciful hypothesis, concluded to have no communi-
cation whatever with Lake Tsdd, but to proceed from
another and very different quarter.™

I had therefore cherished the hope, that I should
be capable of penetrating from Kand in the direction

* Laird’s and Oldficld’'s Narrative, vol. i. p. 283, As this clear
and rational conviction, which the meritorious man who has la-
boured so long for that part of Afrida entertained, has been en-
tirely confirmed by my succeeding discovery, I think it well to
give to it all the publicity which it deserves. The two learncd

g.eogra.phers of Africa, Mr. Cooley and MacQueen, concurred en-
tirely in this opinion.
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of ‘Adamiwa, a country wherein I was surc that the
question respecting the course of the river would be
decided; but obviously such an undertaking could
not be engaged in without pecuniary means, and all
therefore depended on my success in selling advan.
tageously the merchandise with which I was provided.

For all these reasons, nothing could be more disa-
grecable and dishcartening to me, though I was not
quite unprepared for it, than the information which
I received the very evening of my arrival in Kand,
that the price of merchandise such as I had was very
low. In the next place, I soon found that Biwu,
Mr. Gaglinffi’s agent, whom in complunce with his
recommendation we had made also ‘our comimissioner,
was not to be implicitly relied on. He was the second
son of 1l4j Hat Sdleh, the man so well known from
the narrative of Captain Clapperton, towards whom
he scems to have behaved with honesty and fairness,
and by this means perhaps he had recommended
himself to Mr. Gaglinfli ; but Bawu was not the right
man to be entrusted with discretionary power over
the property of a foreign merchant residing at a great
distance, and belonging even to another religion,
or to be the commissioner for European travellers.
Young and ambitious as he was, he had no other object
but to insinuate himself into the good graces of the
governor at the expense of those who had been foolish
enough to trust themselves into his hands. Besides,
he had upon his hand a host of younger brothers, who

all wanted to “cat.” Though Hdj Hit Sdleh scems
u 2
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to have been a respectable man, he niist have paid
very little attention ta-the educatiori of his children.

It will scarcely be believed thatsthis'man, although
he had two camel.loads of godds of mine in his hands,
yet left me without a single shell, * ko urf gudé4,” for
a whole fortnight, so that I was glad to borrow two
thousand kurdi — less than an Austrian doHar, from
Mohammed ¢ Sfdksi, in order to defray the most
necessary expenses of my houschold.

Besides, this agent urged the absolute necessity
of making a considerable present not only to the
governor, which I was quite prepared to do, but
another of nearly the same value to the ghaladima
or first minister, Who happened to be the governor's
brother, and enjoyed quite as much authority and in-
fluence. The consequence was that I was obliged to
give away the few articles of value in® my possession
merely for being tolerated and protected. The sccond
day after my arrival, the governor reccived a message
from Mr. Richardson, forwarded from Zinder, iuti-
mating that, after he should have reccived new sup-
plies from the coast, he would not fail to come to
Kané; whereupon he sent me word that I had done
very wrong to enter his town without giving him
previous information, whereas my countryman had
already forwarded a notice that at some futuré period
he was likely to pay him a visit. Besides concluding
from the fact that I was not mentioned at al¥ in that
letter that T was travelling on my own account, he

made also greater pretensions with rezard to's pre-
sent,
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Being lodged in dark, uncomfortable, and cheer-
less quarters, which I was forbidden to leave before
the governor had seen me, destitute of a single far-
thing in cash, while I was daily called upon and
pestered by my numerous creditors, and laughed at
on account:of my poverty by an insolent servant, my
readers may fancy that my situation in the great far-
famed entrepdt of Central Africa, the name of which
had excited my imagination for so long a time, was far
from agrecable. Dartly from anxiety, partly from want
of cxercise, in the course of a few days I had a very
severe attack of fever, which reduced me to a state of
great wecakness. Fortunately, however, I mustered
sufficient strength to avail myself of a summons
which called me at length into the presence of the
governor, on the 18th of February; and by sacri-
ficing what few things remained to me, I paved the
road for my further proceedings, while the degree of
exertion which was necessary to undergo the fatigue
of the visit carried me over my weakness, and re-
stored me gradually to health. The distances in Kand,
though less than those of L.ondon, are very great;
and the ceremonies to be gone through are scarcely
less tedious than those at any European court.

Clothing myself as warmly as possible in my Tu-
nisian dress, and wearing over it a white tobe and
a white bernis, I mounted my poor black nag, and
followed my three mediators and advocates. These
were Biwu, Elafji and Sidi ‘Ali. Elajji had ar-

rived three days after me from his estate, and had
H 3
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continued to show me the same diginterested friend-
ship which I had experienced from-him before. Sidi
*Ali was the son of Mohammed, the forgaer sultan of
Fezzén, and last of the Weléd Mohammed,:who was
killed by Mukni, the father of Yusuf, Mf. Richardson’s
interpreter. =

This man, whom it would have been far better for

us to have employed as our agent from the beginning,

had testified his interest in my welfare by sending e
a fat ram as a present, and now accompanied me most
kindly, in order to exert his influence in my behalf
with the governor. On my sccond visit to Kand on
my return from Timbiiktu, in the latter part of 1854,
when [ was still more destitute than in 1851, [ placed
myself directly under his protection, and made him
my agent at the moment when the state of my aftuirs
rendered considerable credit desirable. .

It was a very fine morning; and the whole scenery of
the town in its great variety of clay houses, huts, sheds,
green open places affording pasture for oxen, horses,
camels, donkeys, and goats, in motley confusion, deep
hollows containing ponds overgrown with the water-
plant the Pistia stratiotes, or pits freshly dug up in order
to form the material for some new buildings, various
and most beautiful specimens of the vegetable king-
dom, particularly the fine symmetric gbnda or papaya,
the slender date-palm, the spreading alléluba, and
the majestic rimi or silk cotton-tree (Bombaz)i-the
people in all varieties of costume, from the naked slave
up to the most gaudily dressed Arab, — all-formied a
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most animated and exciting scene. As far as the
market-place I had already proceeded on foot; but
Bawu, as soon as he saw me, had hurried me back
to my lodgings, as having not yet been formally re-
ceived.hy the governor. DBut no one on foot can get
a correct idea of an African town, confined as he is on
every side by the fences and walls, while on horse-
back he obtains an insight into all the courtyards,
becomes an eye-witness of scenes of private life, and
often with one glance surveys a whole town.

Passing through the market-place, which had only
begun to collect its crowds, and crossing the narrow
neck of land which divides the characteristic pool
“ Jakara,” we entered the quarters of the ruling race,
the I"ilbe or Féllani, where conical huts of thatch-
work, and the génda-tree, are prevalent, and where
most beautifu] and lively pictures of nature meet the
eyc on all sides. Thus we proceeded, first to the
house of the gad4 (the Lord of the Treasury), who
had already called several times at my house, and
acted as the mediator between me and the governor.

His house was a most interesting specimen of the
domestic arrangements of the Filbe, who, however
civilized they may have become, do not disown their
original character as ‘ berrordji,” or nomadic cattle-
breeders. His courtyard, though in the middle of
the town, looked lika a farm-yard, and could not be
conscientiously commended for its cleanliness. Ilav-
ing  with difficulty found a small spot to sit down

upon. withont much danger of soiling our clothes, we
u 4
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had to wait patiently till his Excellency had examined
and approved of the presents. . Having manifested
his satisfaction with them by appropriating to himself
a very handsome large gilt cup, which with great. risk
I had carried safely through the desert, he accom-
panied us on horseback to the * fdda,” * lamérde,” or
palace, which forms a real labyrinth of courtyards,
provided with spacious round huts of audience, built
of clay, with a door on each side, and connected
together by narrow intricate passages. Hundreds of
lazy, arrogant courtiers, frcemen and slaves, were
lounging and idling here, killing time with trivial
and saucy jokes.

We were first conducted to the audience-hall of the
ghaladima, who, while living in a separate palace,
visits the * fAda” almost cvery day, in order to act
in his important and influential office .as vizier; for
he is far more intelligent, and also somewhat more
encrgetic, than his lazy and indolent brother' Othmndn*,
who allows this excessively wealthy and most beau-
tiful province, “ the garden of Central Africa,” to be
ransacked with impunity by the predatory incursions
of the serki Ibrdm of Zinder, and other petty chiefs.
Both are sons of Débo and Shékara— the latter one of
the cclebrated ladies of Hdusa, a native of Déura,
who is still living, and has three other chil@ren, viz.

L ] . .

* ‘Othmdn has since died of cholera, which made its appearance

in Kané in 1855. I do not know the name of his successor. For

the sake of the country, I entertain the hope that he may be 'more
energetic than his predecessor. Y
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a son (Makhmidd) and two daughters, one of them
named Fétima' Z4har, and the other Sdretu. The
governor was then eight and thirty, the ghaladima
seven and thirty years of age. They were both stout
and handsome" men, the governor rather too stout
and clumsy. Their apartments were so excessively
dark that, coming from a sunny place, it was some
time before I could distinguish anybody. The go-
vernor’s hall was very handsome, and even stately
for this country, and was the more imposing as
the rafters supporting the very elevated ceiling were
concealed, two lofty arches of clay, very neatly
polished and ornamented, appearing to support the
whole. At the bottom of the apartment were two
spacious and highly decorated niches, in one of which
the governor was reposing on a * gadd,” spread with
a carpet. His dress was not that of a simple Piillo,
but consisted of all the mixed finery of Haiusa and
Barbary ; he allowed his face to be seen, the white
shawl hanging down far below his mouth over his
breast. *

In both audiences (as well that with the ¢ ghaladi-
ma’” as with the governor) old Elaiji was the speaker,
beginning his speech with a captatio benevolentice,
founded on the heavy and numerous losses sustained
on the road by me and my companions. Altoge-
ther he performed hisoffice very well, with the excep-
tion that he dwelt longer than was necessary on Over-
weg's journey to Maradi, which certainly could not
be a very agreeable topic to a Ba-Féllanchi. Sidi “Ali
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also displayed his eloquence in-g very fair way. The
ghaladims made some intelligent observations, while
the governor only observed that, though I had suf-
fered so severely from extortion, yet I seemed to have
still ample presents for him. Nor was he far wrong;
for the black “kabd” (a sort of bernis, with silk
and gold lace, which I gave him) was a very hand-
some garment, and here worth sixty thousand kur-
di: besides, he got a red cap, a white shawl with
red border, a picce of white muslin, rose oil, onc
pound of cloves, and another of jiwi or benzoin,
razor, scissors, an Iinglish clasp-knife, and a largc
mirror of German silver. The ghaladima got the same
presents, except that, instead of the kabd, I gave hima
picce of French striped silk worth fifty thousand kurdi.

However, our audience did not go off so fast as I
relate it ; for, after being dismissed by the ghaladima,
we were obliged to wait full two hours before we
could see the governor; yet although we returned to
our quarters during the very hottest hour of the
day, I felt much better, ahid in the cvening was able
to finish a whole chicken, and to enjoy a cup of
Cyprian wine, for which I felt very grateful to Mr.
and Mrs. Crowe, who had supplied me with this
cheering luxury.

Having now at length made my peace.with the
governor, and seeing that e«ercise of body and
recreation of mind were the best medieines, I could
resort to, I mounted on horseback the ngxt.day
again, and, guided by a lad well acquaintéd' ﬁth the
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topography of the town, rode for several hours
round all the inhabited quarters, enjoying at my
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1. My own quarters in Dald. During my second stay in Xand, I also resided in
Dald, at a short distance from my old quarters.

2. Great market-place. 3. Small market-place.

4. Palace of Governor. o 5. Palace of Ghaladima.

6. Kofa Maniger. ° 7. Kofa-n-"Adama.

8. Kofa-n-Gddan. 9. Kofa-n-Kansdkkali.

10. Kofa-n-Linnin, or Kdboga. 11, Kofa-n-Dakanye, or Dukénie,
12. Kofa-n-Dakaina. " 13. Kofa-n-Naisa.

14. Kofa-n-Kiira. 16. Kofa-n-Nasardwa.

16. Kofa-n-Méta. 17. Kofa-n-Wambay.

18. Kofa-n-Magardi. 19. Kofa-n-Rda (at present shut.)

20. Mount Dald. 21. Mount Kdgo-n-diitsi.
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leisure, from the saddle, the, manifold scenes of
public and- private life, of comfort and happiness, of
lizury and. misery, of activitywand laziness, of in-
dustry::and- indolence, which- were exhibited in the
streets, - the market-places, and in the interior of the
courtyards. It was the most animated picture of o
little world in itself, so different in e¢xternal form
from all that is seen in European towns, yet so similar
in its internal principles.

Here a row of shops filled with articles of native
and foreign produce, with buyers and sellers in cvery
variety of figure, complexion, and dress, yet all intent
upon their little gain, endeavouring to cheat cach
other; there a large shed, like a hurdle, full of half-
naked, half-starved slaves torn from their native homes,
from their wives or husbands, from their children or
parents, arranged in rows like cattley and staring
desperately upon the buyers, anxiously watching into
whose hands it should be their destiny to fall. In
another part were to be scen all the necessaries of
life; the wealthy buying the most palatable things
for his table; the-poor stopping and looking greedily
upon a handful of grain: here a rich governor
dressed in silk and gaudy clothes, mounted upon a
spirited and richly caparisoned horse, and followed
hy a host of idle, insolent slaves;.there a poor blind
man groping his way througlt the multitude, and
fearing at every step to be trodden down;  here a
yard neatly fenced with mats of reed, and provided
with all the comforts which the country affords—a



Cuar. XXV, STREET GROUPS. 109

clean, ‘snug-looking cottage, the clay walls nicely po-
lished, a shutter of reeds placed against the low,
well-rounded door, and forbidding intrusion on the
privacy of life, a cool shed for the daily household work,
—a fine spreading alléluba-tree, aftording a pleasant
shade during the hottest hours of the day, or a beau-
tiful génda or papaya unfolding its large feather-
like leaves above a slender, smooth, and undivided
stem, or the tall date-trce, waving over the whole
scene; the matron in a clean black cotton gown wound
round her waist, her hair neatly dressed in ‘ chdékoli”
or bejaji, busy preparing the meal for her absent hus-
band, or spinning cotton, and at the same time urging
the female slaves to pound the corn; the children
naked and merry, playing about in the sand at the
“urgi-n-dawaki ” or the ¢ da-n-chacha,” or chasing
a straggling stubborn goat; carthenware pots and
wooden bowls, all cleanly washed, standing in order.
Further on a dashing Cyprian, homeless, comfortless,
and childless, but affecting merriment or forcing a
wanton" laugh, gaudily ornamented with numerous
strings of beads round her ncck, her hair fancifully
dressed and bound with a diadem, her gown of
various colours loosely fastened under her luxuriant
breast, and trailing behind in the sand; near her a
diseased wretch covered with ulcers, or with cle-
phantiasis. .

Now a busy ¢ ma-ind,” an open terrace of clay, with
a number of dyeing-pots, and people busily employed
in various processes of their handicraft: here a man



110 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. Cuar. XXV,

stirring the juice, and mixing with the indigo some
colouring wood in order to give it the desired tint;
there another, drawing a shirt from the dye-pot, or
hanging it up on a rope fastened to the trees; there
two men beating a well-dyed shirt, singing the while,
and keeping good time ; further on, a blacksmith busy
with his rude tools in making a dagger
which will surprise, by the sharpness
of its blade, those who feel disposed
to laugh at the workman’s instruments,
a formidable barbed spear, or the more
estimable and useful instruments of
husbandry ; in another place, men and
women making use of an ill-frequented
thoroughfare, as a * kaudi tseggendbe,”
to hang up, along the fences, their
cotton thread for weaving; close by, & group of in-
dolent loiterers lying in the sun and idling away their
hours.

Here a caravan from Goénja arriving with the de-
sired kola-nut, chewed by all who have * ten kurdi”
to sparc from their nccessary wants, or a caravan
laden with natron, starting for Nvipe, or a troop of
A’sbendwa going off with their salt for the neighbour-
ing towns, or some Arabs leading their camels, heavily
laden with the luxurics of the north and east (the
“kiya-n-ghdbbes ) to the quartér of the Ghadamsiye ;
there, a troop of gaudy, warlike-looking horsemcen
galloping towards the palace of the governor to bring
him the news of a new inroad of Serki Ibram. Every-







LTINS g RN









Cuar. XXV. MOUNT DALA’. 111

where human life in its. varied forms, the most cheer-
ful and the most gloomy, seemed closely mixed toge-
ther; every variety of national form and complexion
w—the olive-coloured Arab, the dark Kantri, with
his wide nostrils, the small-featured, light, and slender
Ba-Féllanchi, the broad-faced Ba-Wingara (Man-
dingo), the stout, large-boned, and masculine-looking
Nupe female, the well-proportioned and comely Ba-
Hdushe woman. .

Delighted with my trip, and deeply impressed
by the many curious and interesfing scenes which
had presented themselves to my eyes, I returned
by way of the ‘ ungwa-n-makaifi,” or * belad ecl
amiydn” (the village of the blind), to my quarters,
the gloominess and cheerlessness of which made the
more painful impression upon me from its contrast
with the brightly animated picture which I had just
before enjoyed.

The next day I made another long ride through
the town ; and being tolerably well acquainted with
the topography of the place and its different quarters,
I enjoyed still more the charming view obtained from
the top of the Dald, and of which the accompanying
sketch is but a feeble representation.®

* The very strong wind, which T had always the misfortune to
cncounter when aseending Mount Dal4, did not allow me to enter
into all the details of the Sketch, which would be requisite to give
a true picture of the variety of the scene; and the glowing, lively
tone spread over the whole has been inadequately caught by the
artist. I must also observe that the southern quarter of the town,
which is at too great a distance from this hill to be discernible, is
far more picturesque than the northern one.
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I had just descended from the eminence beneath
which spread this glorious panorama, whén I heard a
well-known voice calling me by my name; it was
‘Abdalla the Tawiti, my friend and teacher in A’gades,
who after residing some time in Tasdwa, had come
to try his fortune in this larger sphere of action. I
had besides him some other acquaintances, who gave
me much interesting information, particularly a young
Ba-H4ushe lad of the name of Ibrahima, who gave me
the first tolerably correct idea of the road to Ydla,
the capital of Adaméwa, although he was puzzled
about the direction of the Great River, which he had
crossed, supposing that it flowed eastward instead of
westward. I derived also a great deal of information
from a less agreeable man named Mohammed, with
the surname ‘el Merdbet” (reclaimed), rather antithe-
tically, as “lucus a non lucendo,” for he was the most
profligate drunkard imaginable, and cventually re-
mained indebted to me for several thousand cowries.

I was much worried during my stay in Kané by a
son of the governor of Zéria, who, suffering drecadfully

- from stricture or some other obstruction, had come ex-
pressly to Kané in the hope of being relieved by me;
and it was impossible for me to convince him that I
had neither the knowledge nor the instruments ne-
cessary for effecting the cure of his ‘disease. It
would, no doubt, have been of great service if I had
been able to cure him, as he was the son of ofie of
the most powerful princes of Negroland;.but as it
was, I could only afford him a little temporary relief.
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My.intercourse with. this man was indeed most painful
to, me, as 1. meg -of,entire inability to help
hlm, whlle heggonjured me by.all. that was dear to
me not. {9, gwgrh;m A1p. and. sbandon him. He died
shortly afterwaeds.. . More. agreeable to. me was a visit
from the:gldeay son of.thé governor of Kané, who, ac-
companied by.twe horsemen, came to call upon:me one
day, and.not. finding me at-home, traced me whither
I had gone,.and having met me, followed silently. till
I had re-entered my quarters. He was a handsome,
modest, and intelligent youth of about eighteen years
of age, and was delighted with the performance of
my musical-box. I gave him an English clasp-knife, -
and we parted the best of friends, greatly pleased
with each other..

I had considerable dxﬁiculty in arranging my pecu-
niary affairs, and felt really ashamed at being unable to
pay my debt to the Héj el Ddwaki till after E1 Wékhshi
himself had arrived {from Kéatsena. After having soldy
with difficulty, all that I possessed, having suffered a
very heavy loss by Bawu’s dishonesty, paid my debts,
and arranged my business with Mohammed el Tnsi,
who, suffering under a..very:severe attack of fever,
wanted. most -eagerly. §? -peturn.. home, I should
scarcely- have heen able-to make the necessary pre-
parations- for ,my. Joumey to Bérnu if the governor
had not assasted me & little..,He had hltherto be-
haved. #er-y« sha.bbxly towdrds me, not a _single: dish,
not.n gliéip:gr other token of his hospitality having

v@r’?f II-U Y I
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been sent.me during my stay in the town. - 1 was there-
fore most agreeably surprised when, ou..the morning
of the 2nd of March, old Elafji came snd-announced to
me that, in consequence of his urgent remonstrances,
the governor had sent me a present.of sixty-thousand
kurdi. He told me, with a"sors of pride, that he had
severely reprxmanded him, assuring. him thut he was
the only prince who had not honoured me. T should
have been better pleased if the governor had sent me
a pair of camels or a horse; but I was thankful for
this unexpected supply ; and giving six thousand to
the officer who had brought the money, and as much
to Elaiji, and dividing eight thousand between Bawu
and Sidi ‘Ali, I kept forty thousand for myself.

With this present I was fortunately enabled to buy
two camels instead of sumpter oxen, which give great
trouble on the road during the dry season, especially
if not properly attended to, and prepared everything
for my journey; but the people in these countries arc
all cowards, and as I was to go alone without a cara-
van, [ was unable to, find a.good servant. .. Thus I
had only my faithful Tébu. lad Mobammed whom
I could rely upon, having besides him none but a
debauched young Fezzdni, Makhmdd, who had long
lived in this town, and a. youth named ‘Abd-Alla.
Nevertheless I felt not a moment’s: hesxtatnon, ‘but, on
the contrary, impatiently awaxted the moment when I
should leave my dmgy and melanoholy quarters, full

of mice and vermin. ‘
T had hoped to get off on 2 the Gth bl,ﬂ; ngthing was
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heard from the governor, and it-would have been im-
pradent to ‘stare. without bis-permission. With envi-
ous feelings F:vitnessed the departure of the natron-
caravan for Nﬁpe or Nyfli, consisting of from two to
three hundred asses. With it went Mohammed A’nnur,
a very.intelligent; man, whom I had endeavoured by
all*possible megahs to hire as a servant, but could not
muster shells enough. However, the exploration of
all those more: distant regions I was obliged in my pre-
sent circumstances to give up, and to concentrate my
whole energies an the-effort to reach Kikawa, where
I had concerted with Mr. Richardson to arrive in the
beginning of April. I had had the satisfaction of send-
ing off a long report and several letters to Europe on
the 1st of March (when the Ghaddmsiye merchants
dispatched a courier to their native town), and felt
therefore much gasier with regard to my communica-
tion with Europe. ' My delay also had given me the
great advantage of making the acquaintance of s
man named Mohammed el ‘Andya, from the Dara el
Takhtaniye, to the south of Morocco, who first gave
me some general information about the route from
Timbiiktu to Sékoto, which in 'the sequel was to be-

come & new field for my researches.and adventures.
I became 80 seriously ill on the 8th, that I looked
forward with apprehension to my departure, which
was fixed for the following day. . But before leaving
this.. impomant place, I will make a few general ob-
gowith regard to its histoty and its present
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.Phe’‘town of Kané, considered- as the “capital.of a
province, must' be of somewhat solder date than' K-
tsena, if:we are to rely:on- Leo's-&ccaracy, though
_from ether more reliable sources,{which-I shall bring
to hght in the chapter on the . history, of Bérnu)
it is evident that even in the.sexond halfiwof the
16th century there could have beeh” here only. the
fortress of Dald, which, at that period, withstood the
attacks of the Bérnu king. :I.think we ave justified
in supposing that, in this. respect, -Leo .(when, after
an interval of many years, he wrote .the account of
the countries of Negroland which he bad visited)
confounded Kané with Kdtsena. The strength of the
Kandwa, that is to say, the inhabitants of the pro-
vince of Kand, at the time of the Bérnu king Edris
Alawéma, is quite apparent from the report of his
imdm; but from that time forth the country seems
to have been tributary to Bérnu; and the population
of the town of Kané is said, with good reason, to havc
consisted from the beginning mostly of Kaniri or
Bérnu elements. However, the established . allegiance
or subjection of this province to Bérnu. was evidently
rather precarious, and cou)d be maintained only.with a
strong hand ; for+there was a powerful ne:ghbour, the
king of Korérofa or Jiku, ready to avail himself of
every opportunity of extending his owh pawer and
dominion over that territorys: We knosw also that
one king of that country, whose nameﬁhggver,
could not obtain, on the entry of a new givedifnor-into
office in Kand, made an expedition intg:th

,“. [ dountry,
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and+installed ‘his own representative in the place of
th&t ‘6f Bérhu, and though the eastern provinces of
Korérofa 5 itsélf (1. mean- the -district -inhabited by
the“Kohna- or’ Kwﬁna) became” afterwards tributary
to Bému, *yet the main province -{or Jiku Proper)
with "thé" capwa!# Wukéri, seems to- have always re-
mained-strony “ahd independent; till now, at length,
it' seems destined'to be gradually swallowed up by the
Filbe, if the English 'do not interfere. But to return
to our subject. ° As long as Kétsena continued inde-
pendent ‘and ﬂouﬂshmg, the town of Kand appears
never to have beeri an important commercial place;
and it "was not till after Katsena had been occupied
by the Fiilbe, and, owing to its exposed position on the
northern frontier of H4usa, had become a very unsafe
central point for commercial transactions, that Kané
became ‘the great commercial entrepét of Central
Negrolahd. © Before this time, that is to say, before
the year-1807, F have~strong reason to suppose that
scarcely any great Arab merchant ever visited Kand,
a place which nevertheless continues till this very
day to be identified with Ghdna or Ghénata, a state or
tdwn ' 'expressly ‘stated by Arab writers of the 11th
century to have beeén. the rendezvous for Arab-mer-
chant$ from the very first rise of commercial connec-
tions with Negroland. - And all regard ‘to historical
or geographical facts s “put aside merely from an
“{Jefitification of two ‘entirely distinct names
86 and Ghéna or Ghénata.

Awsegithe period -when the Kandwa in geneml be-
13
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cane Mohumemedans, we may fairly-dastime-itt6 Hive
beén séveral Fears later than ‘the Rire whenMuji,

‘this’ prince of Kétsena, embraced Isliim, ‘oriabbut the
‘17th centuiy, though it is Evident that the:larger
“portion of the population-all over Héusa, especially

that of the country towns'and villégéd ~rémined
addicted to paganism till"the - fariatic seal - of itheir
conquerors the Fiilbe forced them ‘to profess Tsldm,
at least publicly. Nevertheless' everi at the prégent
day there is a ‘great deal 'of paganisi: cherished,
and rites really pagan performed, in the province
of Kand as well as in that of Kétsena, —a subjéct on
which I shall say somethmg more on andther oc-
casion.

With regard to the growth of tbe tmvn, we “have
express testimony that Dald was the ‘most ‘anciént
quarter. The steep rocky hill, about 120 ¥eet “high,
naturally afforded a secure retreat to th&-ahtient'in-
habitants in case of sudden attack ; but*it“is most
probable that there was another or several'separate
villages within the wide expanse now encompassed by
the ‘wall, which rather exceeds than falls'short of fif-
teen’ English miles, and it seems inconceivable: why
the other hill, « Kégo—!i-&ﬁtm” (which -is -inelosed
within the circumference of ‘thé walls) though it is
not quite so well fortified by nature, should not have
afforded a strong site for another hamlet,* Wi ha¥e,
indeed, no means of describing the way iii “whicki‘the
town gradually incredsed to its presen &e" “this
much, however, is evident, that the irihy usrters



Cuar. XXV.  .GBOWTH OF .THE TOWN. 119

never filled up the.immmense space comprised within
the.walls, though it .is. curious to observe that there
are evidgnt traces.of a more ancient wall on the south
side, which, as will,be geen from the plan, did not
describe so,wide:a circumference, particularly towards
the south-west,;where the great projecting angle seems
to have been added in later times, for merely strategi-
cal purposes.. The reason why the fortifications were
carried to go much greater extent than the population
of the town rendered necessary, was evidently to make
the place capable of sustaining a long siege (sufficient
ground being inclosed within the walls to produce the
necessazy supply of corn for the inhabitants), and also
to receivé the population of the open and unprotected
villages in the neighbourhood. The inhabited quarter
occupies at present only the south-eastern part of the
town between Mount Dald and the wall, which on this
side is clgsely approached by the dwellings.

On the northern margin of the Jékara is the market-
place, forming a large quadrangle, mostly consisting
of gheds built in regular rows like streets; but the
westernmost part of it forms the slaughtering-place,
where numbers of cattle aze daily butchered, causing
an immense.quantity of offal and filth to accumulate,
for which there is no other outlet than the all-swallow-
ing Jakara. . It is the accumnlation of this filth in
the most frequented quarters of the, town which makes
it s ynhealthy. . On the porth-east side of the sheds
issthe,camel-market, where also pack-oxen are sold.

'l‘hq,@wmhm@he slaves are sold is at the north-

14
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west corner; and thence, along the principal street,
which traverses the market, is the station of the
people who sell firewood. The market is.generaly
immensely crowded during the heat of the day, and
offers a most interesting scene. . .

The wall, just as it has been descrlbed by Captam
Clapperton®, is still kept in the best repair, and is
an imposing piece of workmanship in this quarter of
the world. This wall, with its gates, I have not been
able to lay down with much exactness; but, from my
observations on my later visit in 1854, being awarc
of the great inaccuracy of the little sketch of the
town given by Clapperton, who himself pretends only
to give an eye-sketch, T thought it worth while, with
regard to a place like Kané (which certainly will at
some future period become important even for the
commercial world of Europe), to survey and sketch
it more minutely; and I hope my plan, together with
the view taken from Mount Dal4 of the southern and
really-inhabited quarter of the town, will give a tole-
rably correct idea of its character.

The market-place is necessarily much less fre-
quented during the rainy season, when most of the
people are busy with the labours of the field. A great
part of the market-place during that time is even in-
undated by the waters of the pond Jékara. !

I now proceed to enumerate the quarters, the
names of which are not without their mterest I must

s

* Clapperton and Denham’s Travels, -vql,a il 1')5. 50, vy
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first ' observe, that the quarters to the north of the
great and' characteristic pond Jékara, which inter-
sects- the- town from east to west, are chiefly inha-
bited by Héusa people, or, as they are called by their
conquerors, * Habe,” from the singular ¢ Kado,” while
the southern quarters are chiefly, but not at all ex-
clusively, inhabited by the Fidlbe (sing. Pillo), called
Féllani (sing. Baféllanchi), by the conquered race.
Beginning with Dald, the oldest quarter of the
town, and which in commercial respects is the most
important one, as it is the residence of almost all the
wealthy Arab and Berber (principally Ghaddmsiye)
merchants, I shall first proceed eastwards, then re-
turn by south to west, and so on. East-south-east,
the quarter called Déndalin (the esplanade) borders
on Dald, then Kutumbdiwa, Gérke, Madabd, Ya-n-
tandu, Adakdwa, Kéki, Zéta, Limanchi (or the quarter
of the people of Této, a considerable town not far
from Fdnda) ; south from the latter, Yandéwea, and
thence, returning westward, Jibdji-n-Yél-labu, an-
other Limanchi (with a large mosque), Masu-kiydni
(the. quartet near the ¢ kaswa” or market-place),
Tuddu-n-mékerg (the quarter of the blacksmiths)
on the west side of the market, Yamroché, ¢ Marar-
raba békoy” (the seven -crossways), ‘ Bdki-n-rda”
(the waterside — that is, the quay along the Jéka-
ra), not very neat nor fragrant, and in this respect
deserving to be compared with the quays of the
Thames, which may be called, just with the same
reason, the great sink of London, as the Jdkara is
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that of . Kand, the difference being -only:ghat: the
Thamies -is a running stream, while the Jékara.is
stagnant), “ Runfdwa” (the quarter of the-gheds),
Yéllwd. Here, turning again eastwards, we:come
first to the quarter Rima-n-jirdjiré, then enter Mdg-
goga, then Maggdgi, Ungwa-n-kéri, Déndali-n-Wire,
Limanch{ (a third quarter of this name), Dukkurdwa,
Ruffogi, Dérma. All these are quarters of the Hdbe,
where no Ptillo, as far as I am aware, would deign
to live. Beyond the Jdkara we now come to the
quarters of the ruling race, proceeding from west to
east. '

fadlewa, Mdrmara, A’gadesiwa (a quarter belong-
ing originally to the natives of A'gades), Ydla —the
princely quarter of the town, and called on this
account “madaki-n-Kand. It is interesting also as
having given its name to the new capital of Adamdwa,
(the natives of Negroland being not less anxious than
Europeans to familiarize the new regions which they
colonize by names taken from their ancient homes) ;
el Kantara (so called fromn a rough kind of bridge, or
kaddrko, thrown over one of those numerous pools
which intersect the town), Wuaitgkka, Go-shérifé-
dodé (a quarter, the name of which is taken from
the ancient pagan worship of the ¢ dodé),” Tékabd,
Dukkdwa, Zaghiddmse, Shafushi. Returning . from
cast to west we have the quarters Shérbalé, Mddaté,
Ktrna, Sheshé, “ Dirm{ (or dfrremi)-kay ok ” (called
from a tree of the dirremi species, with three separate
crowns), Leléki-n-lemt, Kéllwa al héndeki; Sora-n-
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dinkiy- Rémi-n-kéro, Tojf, Ydrkasd, Manddwari; Mar-
mara-(different from the quarter mentioned above),
Ddnttirku, Sabansdra, Kudedefdwa, Jingo, Doséyi,
Warire, Gho. (an interesting name, identical with
thiat of the. capital of the Sénghay empire), Kur-
méwa, ‘Héusdwa, Ungwa Médkama, Ghaladénchi (the
quarter .wherein-resides the ghaladima), Shdramchi
(the quarter where lives the eldest son of the go-
verner, whose title chiréma —a Kaniri name —in
the corrupted form of ¢ shiiromo” has furnished the
name of the quarter), Ye-serki, Kurmdwa (not iden-
tical with the above), “ Kusserdwa” (the corner),
Udelawa. South from the palace of the governor,
Rimi-n-kera, Kéraki, Dugerawa, Ydkase, Naserdwa
(most probably destined to be hereafter the quarter
of the Nasara or Christians), and ‘Abdelawa.

All over the town, clay houses and huts, with
thatched conical roofs, are mixed together; but genc-
rally in the southern quarter the latter prevail. The
clay houses, as far as I have secn them in Dal4, where
of course Arab influence predominates, are built in a
most uncomfortable style, with no other purpose than
that of obtaining the greatest possible privacy for do-
mestic life, without any attempt to provide for the
influx of fresh air and light, although I must admit
that a few houses gre built in somewhat better taste;
but invariably the courtyard is extremely small, and
in this respect the houses of Kand are very inferior
to those of A'gades and Timbiiktu, which are built
almost on the same principle as the dwellings of the
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ancient Grecks and Romans. I here give the ground-
plan of the house in which I lodged in 1851ewppty -

1. Large public yard common to the tv, igatace; cwith
1 two huts. LR Sk
| 2. Trregular apartment where Ehd“h saldel

T Jeast wanting in light and air.,'

! ,.FL‘ 8. Dark room without any carrentof lil'.w wehich I
al s was obliged to withdraw w suffering ftvm fover.

4. Storeroom.
5. Inner private yard,
6. Closet.

Almost all these houses have also a very irregular
upper story on a different level, and very badly airced.
Many of the Arabs sleep on their terraces.

In estimating the population of the town at 30,000,
I am certainly not above the truth. Captain Clap-
perton estimated it at from 30,000 to 40,000.
The population, as might be expected in a place of
great commercial resort, is of a rather mixed nature;
but the chief elements in it are Kaniiri or Bérnu people,
Hausawa, Fulbe or Féllani, and Nyffdwa or Nipe; a
good many Arabs also reside there, who by their com-
merce and their handicraft contribute a gréat deal to
the importance of the place. The influx of foreigners
and temporary residents is occasionally very great,
so that the whole number of residents during the
most busy time of the year (that is to say from

Jaunuary to April) may often amount to '60,000.
The number of domestic slaves, of course, is very

considerable ; but I ‘think it hardly équals, certainly
does not exceed that of the free men, for, while the
wealthy have many slaves, the poorer class, which is
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far‘imote numerous, have few.or none. It would be
very. h{teresting to arrive at an exact estimate of the
nambera of the conquering nation, in order to see the
! ; which they stand to the conquered.

tﬁé fown ftself, their whole number, of every
sex ant'age;-does not, in my opinion, exceed 4000;
but with"regard™to the whole country I can give no
opinion,

The principal commerce of Kané consists in native
produce, namely, the cotton cloth woven and dyed
here or in the neighbouring towns, in the form of
tobes or rigona (sing. riga); tirkedi, or the oblong
piece of dress of dark-blue colour worn by the wo-
men ; the zénne® or plaid, of various colours; and
the rdwani baki, or black lithdm.

* There is a great variety of this article, of which I shall enue
merate a few kinds :>—¢ fari-n-zénne,” the white undyed one ; * zen-
ne déffowa,” of light-blue colour ; « fessagida,” with a broad line of
silk ; “hammakfiku,” with less silk, sold generally for 3000 kurdf;
“ mailém@,” sold for 2500; “zelluwdmi,” a peculiar zénne with
a silk border ; “jumadda,” another similar kind; “da-n-katinga,”
once a very favourite article of female dress, and therefore called
“ the child of tho market” (of the word katdnga, I have spoken on
a former occasion), with red and black silk in small quantity, and a
little white ;- ¢ albdssa-n-Kwira ” a very peculiar name, chosen to
denote a kind of zénne of three stripes of mixed colours; “gddo,”
white and black and of thick thread; ¢ alkflla,” white and black
chequered ; “siki,” silk and cotton interwoven, and forming small
squares black and white ; ‘kék:,” half thrkedi (that is to say in-
digo-coloured), half «sdki, »or silk and cotton interwoven ; * kéki
serki bokoy,” four kinds. Besides, there are ten kinds of zénnwa
entirely of silk, but these are made better in Nipe than in Kand,



126 " TRAVELS IN AFRICA. Cmar:. XXV,

The great advantagé of Kané 'is, that eommurce
and taanufactures go hand in hand, and ‘that almost
every family has its share in them. - There i8 really
gomething grand in this kind of industyyyiwh
spreads to the north as far as Mdrauk, (Ghék"and
éven Tripoli ; tothe west, not only to Timbaktis but in
some degree even as far as the shores of thesktlantic,
the very inhabitants of Arguin dressing in the cloth
woven and dyed in Kand ; to the east, all over Bérnu,
although there it comes into contact with the native
industry of the country ; and to the south it maintains
a rivalry with the native industry of the I’gbira and
I’gbo, while towards the sonth-east it invades the whole
of ‘Adamdwa, and 8 only limited by the nakedness of
the pagan sans-culottes, who do not wear clothing.

As for the supply sent to Timbtktu, this is a fact
entirely overlooked in Europe, where, people speak
continually of the fine ¢otton cloth produced in that
town, while in truth all the apparel of-a decent cha-
racter in Timbiktu is brought either from Kané or
from Sansdndi; and how, urgently this article is there
demanded is amply shown by the immense circuit
which the merchandise makes to avoid the great
dangers of the direct road from Kané to Txmbuktu

[ ]

One of these, called “ bin{ da géni” (follow me and look), A name
which is also given to a conspicuous kind of beads, is distinguished
by three colours—yellow, red, and blue. Then there js a zénne
made of atlag, called * massarchi;” another of coloured Manches-
ter; and the simple one of Manchester, which is called  béftn.”
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travelled. by nie, the merchandise of Kané being first
carried up,to Ghét and even, Ghaddmes, and thence
takmg its, gmy to 'l;mbuktu by Tawat.
M&h@_mz estimate in rating this export to
Txmbﬁk{walon&» at three hundred camel-loads annu-
ally, worth 60,000,000 kurd{ in Kané—san amount
which p,}mrely remains in the country, and redounds
to the benefit- of the whole population, both cotton
and indigo being produced and prepared in the coun-
try. In takmg a general view of the aubject, I think
myself justified in estimating the whole produce of
this manufacture, as far as it is sold abroad, at the
very least at about 300,000,000; and how great this
national wealth is, will be understood by my readers
when they know that, with from fifty to sixty thou-
sand kurdi, or from four to five pounds sterling a
year, a whole family may live in that country with.
ease, including every expense, even that of their
clothing: and we must remember that the province is
one of the most fertile spots on the earth, and is able to
produce not only the supply of corn necessury for its
population, but can also export and that it possesses,
besides, -the finest pasture-grounds. In fact, if we
consider that this industry is not carried on here as
in Europe, in immense establishments, degrading man
to the meanest condition of life, but that it gives em-
ployment and support, to families without compelling
them to sacrifice their domestic habits, we must
presume that Kané ought to be one of the happiest



128, TRAVELS IN AFRICA. Caar. XXV.

countries .in the world; and so it is as long as
its governor, too often lazy and indolent, is ablq to
defend its inhabitants frqm the, cu uhw of their
neighbours, which of course is Mygg%@ted
by the very wealth of this country. ...

Besides the cloth produced “and dyeci ng and
in the neighbouring villages, there is a cnni}derable
commerce carried on here with the clath manufactured
in Nyffi or Ndpe, which, however, extends ouly to
the first and the third of the articles above mcen-
tioned, viz. the “riga,” or shirt worn by men, and
the *“ zénne,” or plaid; for the Nyffiwa are unable to
produce either tirkedi or rdwan{—at least for ex-
port, while they scem, with the exception of the
wealthier classes, to supply their own wants them-
selves. The tobes brought from Nyffi are either
large black ones, or of mixed silk and cotton.

With regard to the former, which are called ¢ giwa”
(the elephant’s shirt), I am unable to say why the
Kanéwa are not capable of manufacturing them them-
sclves; but it seems that, while they thoroughly
understand how to impart the most beautiful dye to
the turkedi, they are unable to apply the same to
the riga — I do not know why.

Of the latter kind there are several varietics : —the
riga sdki, with small squares bluc and white, as if
speckled, and therefore called .by the Arabs « filfil”
(pepper), and by the Tawdrek, who, as I have men-
tioned, esteem it more than any other kind, the * Gui-
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nea-fowl shirt” (tckdtkat taflelt), as shown in the
accompanying woodcut, is very becoming, and was

my ordinary dress from the moment I was rich enough
to purchase it, as a good one fetches as much as
from cighteen to twenty thousand kurdi; then the
tob-harir, with stripes of speckled cast like the tailelt,
but intermixed with red; the jelliba, red and white,
with embroidery of green silk, and several others.
Specimens of all these I have brought home and
delivered to the Foreign Office.*

The chief articles of native industry, besides cloth,

* Among these specimens ig also an undyed and a dyed speci-
men of the ¢ riga tsimia,” which seems to deserve a good deal of
interest, as it consists half of home-made silk, obtained from a
peculiar kind of silkworm, which lives on the tamarind-tree. T
also sent home from Kikawa, at a former period, a piece of native
cloth of the Kwéna, a tribe of the Kordrofa.

VOr. 1L K
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which have a wide market, are principally sandals.
The sandals are made with great neat-
ness, and, like the cloth, are exported to.
an immense distancc; but being a cheap-
article (the very best, which are called- JFEN
« tdka-sdaraki,” fetching only 200 kurdi), §
they bear of course no comparison in )
importance with the former. I estimate
this branch at ten millions. It is very
curious that the shoes made here by
Arab shoemakers, of Suddn leather, and called
“bélghh,” are exported in great quantitics to North
Africa. The “nesisa,” ongwisted
leather strap, is a celebrated ar-
ticle of Kané manufacture, and
““jebiras,’ richly ornamented,
as the accompanying woodcut
shows, are made by Arab work-
men.

The other leather-work I will
not mention here, as it does not
form a great article of com-
merce ; but tanned hides (* kul4-
bu”) and red sheepskins, dyed
with a juice extracted from the
stalks of the holcus, are not un-
important, being sent in gPeat
quantities even as far as Tripoli.
1 value the amount of export at
about five millions.*

* T e &
Ihere are many other branches of manufacture in Kand
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Besides these manufactures, the chicef article of
African produce in the Kané market is the ¢ giiro,”
or kola-nut; but while on the one hand it forms an
1mpomnﬁartxcle of transit, and brings considerable
profit, on:the other large sums are expended by the
natives uppg,thls‘ luxury, which has become to them
as necessa.ry as coffee or tea to us. On another oc-
casion I shall enumerate the different kinds of this
nut, and the seasons when it is collected. The im-
port of this nut into Kand, comprising certainly more
than five hundred ass-loads every year, the load of
cach, if safely brought to the market —for it is a
very delicate article, and very liable to spoil — being
sold for about 200,000 kurdi, will amount to an ave-
rage of from eighty to one hundred millions. Of
this sum, I think we shall be correct in asserting
about half to be paid for by the natives of the pro-
vince, while the other half will be profit.

But we must bea in mind that the greater part
of the persons employed in this trade are Kandwa,
and that therefore they and their families subsist
upon this branch of trade.

A very important branch of the native commerce in
Kand is certainly the slave-trade ; but it is extremely
difficult to say how many of these unfortunate crea-

which are too minute to be enumerated hore. I will only mention
the framing of the little looking-glasses, called lemma, imported
from Tripoli, and the immense variety of bdtta or miirta, small
leathern boxes. There is also a kind of small box made with great
neatness from the kernel of the dam-fruit.

K 2
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tures ‘are exported, as a greater number are carried
away by small caravans to Bérnu and Nipe than on
the direct road to Ghdt and Fezzdn. Altogether, I do
not think that the number of slaves annually éxported
from Kané exceeds®* 5,000 ; but of course & consider-
able number are sold into domestic slavery &ither to
the inhabitants of the province itself, or to those of the
adjoining districts. The value of this trade, of which
only a small percentage falls to the profit of the
Kandwa, besides the tax which is levied in the market,
may altogether amount to from a hundred and fifty to
two hundred millions of kurdi per annuin.

Another important branch of the commerce of
Kané is the transit of natron from Bérnu to Nipe or
Nyfli, which here always passes into other hands,
and in so doing leaves a considerable profit in the
place. The merchandise is very -cheap; but the
quantity is great, and it employs a great many per-
sons, as I shall have ample oceasion to illustrate in
the coursc of my proceedings. Twenty thousand
loads, at the very least, between puck-oxen, sumpter-
horses, and asses, of mnatron must annually pass
through the market of Kané; which, at 500 kurdi
per load, merely for passage-money, would give
10,000,000 kurdi.

I here also mention the salt-trade, which is entirely
an import one, the salt being® almost all consumed in
the province. Of the three thousand camel-loads of

* This trade will now be greatly affected by the abolition of the
slave-trade in Tripoli.
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salt which I have above computed as comprising the
airi with which I reached Kdtsena, we may suppose
one-third to be sold in the province of Kand; and
therefore that hereby a value of from fifty to eighty
millions - annually is drained from the country. Dut
we must not forget that the money which is paid for
this requisite (and not only for that consumed in
Kané, but also in other provinces) is entirely laid
out by the sellers in buying the produce of Kané;
viz., cloth and corn. Here, therefore, is an abso-
lute balance —a real exchange of necessaries and
wants. «

As for ivory, at present it does not form a very
important branch of the commerce of Kand; and I
scarcely believe that more than one hundred kantérs
pass through this place. The lowest price of the?
kantar is in geaneral thirty dollars, or 75,000 kurdi;
but it often rises to forty dollars, or 100,000 kurdi,
and even more, though I have seen it bought with
ready money for twenty-five dollars.

Of Furopean goods the greatest proportion is still
imported by the northern road, while the natural
road, by way of the great eastern branch of the so-
called Niger, will and must, in the course of events,
be soon opened.

But I must here speak about a point of very great
importance for the English, both as regards their
honour and their commercial activity. The final

opening of the lower course of the Kwira has been
k3
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one of the most glorious achievements of English
discovery, bought with the lives of so many enter-
prising men. But it seems that the English are
more apt to perform a great deed than to follow up
its conscquences. After they have opened this noble
river to the knowledge of Kurope, frightened: by the
sacrifice of a few lives, instead of using it themselves
for the benefit of the nations of the interior, they
have allowed it to fall into the hands of the American
sluve-dealers, who have opened a regular annual
slave-trade with those very regions, while the En-
glish scem not to have even the slightest idea of such
a traffic going on. Thus American produce, brought
in large quantitics to the market of Niupe, has begun
to inundate Central Africa, to the great damage of
» the commerce and the most unqualified scandal of
the Arabs, who think that the English, if they would,
could easily prevent it. For this is not a legitimatc
commercee ; it is nothing but slave-traffic on a large
scale, the Americans taking nothing in return for
their merchandise and their dollars but slaves, be-
sides a small quantity of natron. On this painful
subject 1 have written repeatedly to H. M.’s consul
in Tripoli, and to 1. M.’s government, and I have
spoken cnergetically about it to Lord Palmerston
since my return. I principally regret in this respect
the death of Mr. Richardson, who, in his eloquent
language, would have dealt worthily with this ques-
tion. But even from his unfinished journals as they
_have been published, it is clear that, during his short
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stay in the country before he was doomed to succumb,
he became well aware of what was going on.*

The principal European goods brought to the market
of Kané are bleached and unbleached calicoes, and cot-
ton prints from Manchester ; French silks and sugar;
red cloth from Saxony and other parts of Europe;
beads from Venice and Trieste; a very coarse kind of
silk from -Trieste ; common paper with the sign of
threec moons, looking-glasses, needles, and small ware,
from Nuremberg ; sword blades from Solingen ; razors
from Styria. It is very remarkable that so little
English merchandise is seen in this great emporium
of Negroland, which lies so near to the two branches
of ¢ the Great River” of Western Africa, calico and
muslins (or tanjips, as they are called by the mer-
chants) being almost the onlgEnglish articles. Calico 4
certainly is no# the thing most wanted in a country
where home-made cloth is produced at so cheap a rate,
and of so excellent a quality ; indeed the unbleached
calico has a very poor chance in Kand, while the
bleached calico and the cambric attract the wealthier

* I need only refer to the memorablo passage in his Journal,
Vol. ii. p. 203.—¢ The best of the slaves now go to Nifiee, to be
there shipped for America. They are mostly males, and are mi-
nutcely examined before departure.” (This latter circumstance
agrees exactly with my own observations.) “ From all reports
there is an tmmense traffic of slaves that way exchunged aguainst
American goods, which are»driving out of the markets all the
merchandise of the North.” But another passage is not lcss clear,
p. 228, f. * Slaves are sent from Zinder to Niffee. Indeeld it now
appears that all this part of Africa is put under contribution to
supply the South American market with slaves.”

K 4 .
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peaple .op account of their nobler appearance. In
Timbuktu on the contrary, where the native cloth s
dearer, unbleached’ calico is in request; and it would
be s0 in an extraordinary degree, if it were dyed dark
blue. It is very interesting to.observe that a small
proportion of the calico imported into Kang .is again
exported, after having been dyed,. returning ecven
the long way to Ghaddmes. I estimate the whole
amount of Manchester goods imported into Kané at
about forty millions ; but it may be somewhat more.
The sale of tanjips is very considerable; and the im-
port of this article into Kané certainly equals in valuc
that of the former.

The very coarse silk, or rather refuse, which is
dyed in Tripoli, is imported to a very considerable
amount, this forming e principal merchandise of
most of the caravans of the Ghadémsiye merchants,
and about one third of their whole commerce, amount-
ing certainly to not less than fromn three to four
hundred camel-loads annually, worth in Kané cach
about 200,000 kurdi; this would give a value of
about seventy millions imported. But according to
some well-informed people, even as many as one
thousand loads of this article pass annually through
Ghaddmes; so that, if we take into consideration that
the supply of the northerly markets (as Tasdwa, Zin-
der) may well be compensated by what is brought
by way of Murzuk, the value of the import of this
article into Kan6é may be much more. A great deal
of this silk, I have no doubt by far the greatest part,
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remains in the country, being used for ornamenting
the tobes, sandals, shoes, and other things.

Woollen cloth of the most ordinary quality, chiefly
red, but-about one third of the whole amount of grecn
colour,  was formerly imported to a great extent;
but it has gone out of fashion, and I think a better
quality, like that with which the market of Timbidktu
is supplied by way of Mogador or Swaira, would
succeed. I estimate this branch at present at only
fifteen millions. ¢

Beads, in very great variety®, form an important
article of import; but the price has become so low
of late years that there has been very little profit,
and the supply has been kept back to raise the prices.
The import of this article certainly amounts to more
than fifty millions of kurdi, of ‘which sum the value
of twenty may remain in the country.

Of sugar, I think about one hundred camel-loads
are imported every year, each containing cighty
small loaves, of two and a half pounds each, which
are sold in general at 1500 kurdi; so that the import
of this article would amount to about twelve millions.
It is very remarkable that in all Central Negroland
the large English sugarloaf is scarcely ever seen,
while it is the only one secn in Timbiktu. However,
I was greatly surprised when, on my return from
that place in 1854, “Aliyu, the Emir el Mumenin of

* The names of the different kinds of beads, of which I have
collected thirty-five, bear evident testimony to the imaginative
powers and lively character of the Hiusiwa.
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Sékoto, presented. to me an English loaf of sugar; and
I heard that he had received seyeral of them as
presents from a merchant of Tawdt. The small loaf
has certainly a great advantage in such a country,
where money is scarce ; and I found in 1854 that its
wéight had even been reduced to two pounds,

Common paper, called on the coast *tre.lune,”
from the mnark of three moons which it beurs, is
imported in great quantity, being used for wrapping
up the country cloth ; but'it’is a bulky, heavy article,
and in larger quantities is sold at a very cheap rate.
The whole amount of this inport may be about five
millions of kurdi.

Necedles, with the emblem of the pig®, and small
looking-glasses called *lemma,” in boxes, form im-
portant but very cheap articles, and 1 think their
amount together will not much exceed the valuc of
cight millions. Generally, the needles in large quan-
titics are sold for one “uri” or shell each, but often
even cheaper; and 1 was obliged to sell a thousand
for six hundred kurdi. Also, fine needles for silk-
work are in request, but only in small quantity, while
large darning-needles arc not at all wanted here,
where the cotton cloth is fine, but are the most pro-
fitable thing in Eastern Negroland, from Bagirmi
inclusive to Abyssinia. .

Sword-blades, which are set here, are imported in
considerable quantity ; as not only the Kél-owi and

* Originally these came from Nurcmberg, but of late they have
been also produced in Leghorn.
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the neighbouring Térki tribes, but also the Hausdwa,
Ffilbe, Nyffiws, and Kantri or Bérnu people, are
supplied from this market. Fifty thousand may be
the general annual amount of -this article, which
produces (the blade being reckoned at one thousand
kurdf) fifty millions. Almost all of them that I saw,
not only here, but even among the Tawarek near Tim-
biiktu, were from Solingen. Only a small proportion
of the import remains in the country; but the setting
of the blades, which are again exported, secures a
great profit to the natives.

Very few fire-armns, as far as I became aware,
arc imported into this market, although common
muskets have begun to be imported by way of Nyfi
at extraordinarily cheap prices by the Americans.
Pistols and blunderbusscs are privately sold by the
merchants to princes or great men.

The common razors, made in Styria, with black
wooden handles, bad as they are, are very much
liked by the inhabitants, who know how to sharpen
them most beautifully, and strengthen the wretched
handle with a guard of copper. 1 had a tolerable
supply of English razors, and found that those bought
for sixpence at home would sell profitably, but that
nobody would give, for a good razor, though ever so
excellent, more than one thousand kurdi ; however,
the better sort are very fit for presents to men of
importance, who know well their value. In any case
the handles ought to be strong, and not likely to
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break:- This “dbmmodity does certamly 'not. much
excetd two gr’%ree millions,

¢ "French’ silks, called “hattdyn,” were fornierly in
great request, but at present seem to be a little out of
vogue; and raost of what is imported here is exported
sgain by second-hand buyers to ¥éruba and Gdnja.
The amount of this import into the Kané market 1
think, does not exceed twenty millions.

An important branch of import is formed by
articles of Arab dress, chiefly bermises, caftans,
sedriyas, trowsers, red caps, red sashes, shawls. It
is difficult to state, even approximately, the value of
these articles; but it cannot certainly be much less
than fifty millions altogether. The sort of dress
most in request comes from Tunis, but a good deal
also from Egypt; and from the latter country come
all the white shawls with red bordere, called *su-
béta” in Arabic, “aliydfu” in H4usa, and very much
liked by the negroes as well as by the Tawdrek.
The import of this article alonec exceeds the value
of ten millions. The common articles of dress, of
coarser workmanship, are made in Tripoli. Red caps
of very coarse description are now imported from
Leghorn, and find a sale, but are not liked by the
free people. |

Frankincense and spices— principally jawi, benzoin,
the resin obtained fron a species of styrax, * sinbil ”
or Valeriana Celtica, and cloves—form a not incon-
siderable article of import, perhaps amounting to fif-
teen millions.  However, I exclude from this sum the
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value of the rose-oil which is annually imported in
considerable quantity, and, being a dear article, forins
also an important one; but very little gf it comes
into the general trade, almost all of it being disposed
of privately to the princes and great men, or given
to them in presents. I am inclined to cstimate the
value of this article imported at about forty millions.
Tin and many other smaller articles may together
be estimated at ten millions.

In the trade of Kané there is another very inter-
esting article, which tends to unite very distant
regions of Africa; this is copper— “ja-n-kdrfi.,” A
good deal of old copper —say fifty loads, together
with about twenty loads of zinc —is imported from
Tripoli; but a considerable supply of this useful and
handsome metal is also imported every year by the
Jelliba of Nimro in Waddy, who bring it from the
celcbrated copper-mine, ‘el héfra,” situate to the
south of Dar-Far, of which I shall have occasion to
speak in the following volume.* T estimate the whole
import of this metal at about from fifteen to twenty
millions ; bdt it is to be remarked that, so far from
being to the disadvantage of the Kandwa, it proves a
new material of industry, while only the smaller part
remains in the country.

* T will here only rhentlon, that the profit on the copper for
the Jelliba, if they do not'go themselves to the héfrn, but buy it
in Dar-Far, is as follows: —In Far they buy the kantir of
copper for one seddshi (slave), cqual to the value of a kantir of

ivory, and sell it in Kiakawa for 4000 rottls, cqual to two kantirs
of ivory. In Kand the price is about the same.
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With regard to the precious metals, a small supply
of silver is 1mported by the merchants, but rather
exceptiona]ly, most of the latter being but agents
or commissioners engaged to effect the sale of the
merchandise forwarded from Tripoli and Fezzdn.
The silver likewise supplies & branch of industry, the
silversmiths, who are «encrally identical with, the.
blacksmiths, being very clever in making mngﬁ*"a,ud
anklets. In Kané scarcely any tradesman will ob-
ject to receive a dollar in payment. With regard to
iron, which forms a very counsiderable branch of in-
dustry in the place, I will only say that it is far in-
ferior to that of Wiandala or Mdndara 'and Buban-
jidda, which I shall mention in the course of my
proceedings. Spears, daggers, hoes, and stirrups are
the articles most extensively produced in iron.

As for gold, though a general standard, of the mith-
kil at four thousand kurdi, is usually maintained,
in Timbiiktu its price greatly wvaries, from three
thousand five hundred up to four thousand five hun-
dred kurdi; but this unreasonable fluctuation is but
nominal, gold being scarcely ever bought in Tim-
biktu for ready money, but for tirkedis, when a
tirkedi bought in Kané for eighteen hundred, or at
the utmost two thousand, fetches there a mithkal.
One hundred mithkdls of gold may easily be bought
in Kané at any time. Even the common currency of
the Kané market, the “uri” (pl. kurdi) or shell
(Cypreea moneta), 2,500 of which are equal to the
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Spanish or Austrian dollar*, forms an important
article of import and commerce, though I have not
been able to ascertain that a large -quantity is ever
introduged at a time.  Nevertheless that must some-
times happen, as a great amount of shells has been
exported to Bérnu, where they have been recently
vintroduced as currency; and this obviously explains
why gince the year 1848 the demand for these shells
has so greatly increased on the coast.

These merely approximative figures cannot be re-
duced to the form of a balance-sheet; but they will
give a general idea of the commercial activity of the
place. I will conclude these few remarks by observing
that the market of Kand is better supplied with articles
of food than any other market in Negroland; but meat
as well as corn is dearer here than in Kukawa, par-
ticularly the latter. Besides the great market-place,
there are several smaller ones dispersed through the
town, the most noted of which are the kaswa-n-
kurmi, Mandaweli, Hanga, kdswa-n-mata, kdswa-n-
dyagi, kdswa-n-Jirba, kdswa-n-Y akase, kdswa-n-kotan
Wambay, and the kiaswa-n-kofan Ndyisa.

The province of Kanét, which comprises a very
fertile district of comsiderable extent, contains, ac-
cording to my computation, more than two hundred

* There is no difference® made between these two coins, women
in general even preferring Maria Theresa to the two columns on
the Spanish dollar, which they faney to represent cannon.

t For a list of the principal places of the province see Appen-
dix, No. 1L
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thousand free people, besides at least an equal number
of slaves ; so that the whole population of the province
amounts to more than half a million; though it may
greatly exceed this number. The governor, is able
to raise an army of seven thousand horse, and more
than twenty thousand men on foot. In the most
flourishing state of the country, the governor of, Kané
is said to have been able to bring into the ﬁel& a8
many as ten thousand horse.

The tribute which he levies is very large, con-
sidering the state of the country, amounting alto-
gether to about one hundred millions of kurdi, besides
the presents received from merchants. The most con-
siderable item of his revenue consists in the “kurdi-
n-kasa” (what is called in Kantri ¢ larderdm ), or
the ground-rent. It is said to amount to ninety mil-
lions, and is levied, both here and in-the province
of Kdtsena, not from the ground under cultivation,
but every head of a fumily has to pay two thousand
five hundred kurdi, or just a Spanish dollar; in the
province of Zégzeg, on the contrary, the kurdi-n-kisa
is a tax of five hundred kurdi levied on every fertdiia
or hoe, and a single hoe will cultivate a picce of
ground capable of producing from one hundred to
two hundred “démmi " or sheaves of grain (sorghumn
and pennisetum), cach of which .contains two kél,
while fifty kél are reckoned sufficient for a man's
sustenance during a whole year. Besides the kurdi-
n-kisa, the governor levies an ann‘u,al tax called
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“ kurdi-n-koréf,’” of seven hundred kurdi* on every
dyecing-pot or koréfi, of which' ther¢ are more than
two thousand in tbe town ‘alone;a “fitto” of five
hundred kurdf on every ‘slavé gold in the market; an
annual tax, * kurdi-n-débino,” of six hundred kurdi on
every Izal'h-tree, and a small tax called *kurdi-n-

ofivthé “veégetables sold in' the market, such as
dét’i’ﬁﬁi Br sweet " potatoes, gwdza or yams, risga,
rbgo;" &c. This latter tax is very singular, as the
mecat, or the cattle brought into the town, as far as I
know, does not pay+any tax at all. Clapperton was
mistaken in stating that all the date-trees in the town
belong to the governor, which is not more true than
that all the sheds in the market belong to him.

The authority of the governor is not absolute, even
without considering the appeal which lies to his liege
lord in Sékoto or Wiirno, if the subjects’ complaints
can be made to reach so far; a sort of ministerial
council is formed, to act in conjunction with the
governor, which 'in important cases he cannot ‘well
avoid consulting. = At the head of this council stands
the ghaladima, whose office originated, as we shall sce,
in the empire of Bérnu, and who very often exercises,
as is the case in Kand, the highest influence, sur-
passing that of the governor himself; then follows
the “ serki-n-dawakay ¥ (the master of the horse), an
important charge in barbarous countries, ‘where
victory depends almost always on the