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P R E Ac C E.

The freqiU'ent reference- which is required to 
the Acts of Parliament passed from time to 
time relating to the East-India Company, and 
to the circumstances which led to such legisla
tive provisions, siiggested the present work. Its 
extent considerably exceeds what was origi
nally contemplated. On some of the points, 
matter is introduced not immediately relating 
to the Com{)i^n%' but tending to elucidate the 
subject ipider which it is embraced.

A brief account of the rise of the Company 
in England, and of the progress .of the British 
power in India, is followed by an Analysis of 
the existing Laws to the close of > the session 
on the 31st May 1826. A short statement is 
prefixed to the several heads under which those 
laws are contained, explanatory of the cause of 
their enactment, and also of the opinions enter
tained by the leading political characters of the 
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vi PREFACE.
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day when the came under discussion
' in Parliament.

The system by which the affairs of India are 
governed was fram^4 upon mature deliberation. 
Its object was to preserve the constitution of 
the country, and to secure to the Company their 
rights and privileges.

The act of • 1784, which originated that sys
tem, contained the declaration, that to purr 

sue schemes of conquest and extension of 
dominion in India, are measures repugnant 
to the wish, the honour, and the policy of

“ this nation.” ,
The territories possessed • by • the Company at 

that period had been acquired prinp:^]pa]Lly under 
the governments of Lord Clive and Mr. Has
tings. The means which were necessary for the 
preservation of those acquisitions, inevitably led 
to their extension; such extension almost im- 
med^i^'tely following the decided opinion which 
Parliament had recorded.

The war during the administration of Lord 
Con^-Kwrll^is, in 1789, wi^tliTippoo, was provoked 
by that chieftain’s attack on Travancore.

In 1799 • and 1803, under the government of 
the Marquis Wellesley, the designs of Tippoo, 

. the

    
 



PREFACED. vii 

the intrigues of the • French, together with the 
hostility of the Mahrattas, necessarily involved ' 
the British Government in a war with those 
powers.

During the government of the Marquis of 
Hastings, tT^^ aggressions of the NepaMese, 
the barbarous incursions of the Pindarri^<es, the 
insincerity of the Mahratta powers, the disaffec
tion of the Paishwa, and the treachery of the 
Rajah of Nagpore, led to the operations which 
took place between the years 1814 and 1819.

To the foregoing causes is to be attributed 
the extension of our Indian empire. Its go
vernment (under certain restrictions) is com
mitted to the East-India Compan;y, who have 
been described by the most eminent and con
stitutional lawyers as a limb of the govern
ment of the country;” and it has been declared 
by the same high authority, that no distinction 
can be established between offices held under 
the Company and those held under the Govern
ment of the country.*

The
* Lord Kenyon, when Lord Chiief Justice of the Court of

King’s Bench, and Mr. Justice Lawrence, 24th January
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The development, in some measure, of the 
system under which the domestic and foreign 
affairs of the Company are administered is the 
object of the following pages.

JuT>7 ■ 1^826.• A*\
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A

BRIEF HISTORY
OF TttE

EAST-IND.IA - COMPANY^..,

The discovery of a passage by sea to India, at the 
close of the f^^tee^^th century, was embraced by the 
Port^u^g^u^ese, who persevered in acqui:ring seats of trade 
and dominion in distant country, where thev main
tained an ascendancy, and engrossed almost” the- whole 

the Asiatic c^imm^j^’ce- until 'the year 1595, when- ' 
the Dutch, who had rev^^^ed again^^ the authority - of - . 
the United Kingdom of Spain and Portugal un^lcer 
Philip the Second, followed ' the Portuguese to India, 
soon becoming thei^i^^rivals, and subsetpu^mt^^  ̂the sub
verters their poweir in the East. Att^empts had been
made abouit the same time by various- merchants of 
London, under the sanction of Queen Elizabeth, to pro
secute the trade wi^h India. Their efforts proving un
successful, a charter - was granted by Her Majesty, on 
the 30th December 1600, in the forty-thiud year of her 
reign, incorp^^^iti^g - the LondonE^ast-I^dia Co'inpany,' 
whose affaiirs were to be managed - by a 'goveitnor and 
twenty-four conn^m^^^tees. They ' were to' enjoy the 
exclusive privilege of trading to all parts o^ ' Asia, 
Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of' Good Hope, - 
ea^^ward the Straits of Mag^ellan. In the early
period of the Company’s existence ihey encountered 

, b " )' a series

    
 



X BRIEF HISTORY OF

a series of diff^iculties of no .ordinary character, iVbroad 
/they had ' to contend with their powerful 'lEurop^'an 
enemy the Dutch, who opposed every obstacle to thefr 
establishing any s^^tlement in the Eastern seas. Not- 
wiithstanding the charter granted by Elizabeth and con- 
f^irmed by her successor, licenses were issued to rndm- 
duals for private trade, which, at the period of the 
civil . warise. involved the Company in a series of losses 
and disasters. Soon after the restoration of Charles

the rights conferred by charters from the, crown, 
irrespective o^ Parliament, were called in question, 
This, circumstance induced speculative adventurers, 
then termed interlopers, to embark in opposition to 
the Company, Notwi'th^^anding these vicissitudes and 
discouragements, the Company formed by degrees 
factories in India, and ultimately reached such a de
gree .of prosperity, that .various attempts were pradero 
indiuce the Crown and Parliament to revoke their chap
ter, with no other object than that the petitioners them
selves should be erected into an exclusive Company. 
Those effoi’ts were ineffec^ti^u^l; but a circumstance 
arose which gave the Governme^it an opportunity to 
rlce:t^eumin.e the Company’s charter, The Comj^i^^y . 
having fai^l^^c^'in 1693 in the payment of a duty of 
five per cent, on their capital stock, imposed. by the 
4th and 5th of William and Mary, the charter was 
rendered void. Their privileges were, however, re
vived by a new chairt^<^ir; but they were obliged to, sub
mit to a condition, that it 'sho'uhd^ . be de1;e'rmindble oTn three 
ycard n^oti^ce. In 1698, the necessities of the state,. 
caused . by the wars in which Great Britain.' . was 
engaged, induced Parliameirt to authorize the incor
poration of .a new ro^iety for trading to India, The

and l[Oltlic .of Wdiiam and Mary .was accordingly 
.T . f ‘.... - ' passed,

    
 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. xi

j^'assed, for borrowing £€,000,000 at ' eight per cent, j 
and as an encouragement to subscribers, it was* 

that they should be incorporated by charter 
into a (iciier(a Society, with liberty for each individual 
member to trade to India, so • that the value of his 
exports should not exceed his share of the • loan. 
Such subscribers as should choose were empowered 
to convert their subscriptions into a joint stock, to 
be incorporated by a se^parate charter, by the name 
of the English- East-lnd-ia Co'^]3any. The act reserved 
a power to determine both the old and new Com- 
panics after September 17H^, on re-pa;ym^:^'t of the 
loan and three years' notice. It is unnecessary to 
detail the events which occurred after the incorpo
ration.^^ the English Company in 1698, to the union 
of the London and English Company, under the award

Lord Godolphin, by the act of the 6th of Queen 
Anne in 17O8. The charter granted by William III, 
in 1698, is the foundation of the privileges of the pre
sent United East-India Company. The constitution of 
the Court of Directors and of the General Court of 
Proprietors, under that charter, have been continued 
wi^h the modifications introduced by various acts of 
Parliament, subsequently passed for the regulation 
of the Company's affairs, which acts are noticed in 
the Analysis.

The Company obtained an enlargement o^ their 
term in the exclusive trade in 17O8, for f^^teen years, 
on advancing £1,200,^00, as a loan without interest, 
their nominal trading capital thus becomi^^ig£S,200,000. 
In I7I2 the Company considered the term then re
maining too short to admit of their risking the outlay 
which was requisite to secure an advantageous return , ; 
an act was passed, extending their •privileges to 1733.

‘b 2 In
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c. 85, §9.

XU BRIEF HISTORY OF

In .17SO they ■ were continued until 1766, for , which 
, extension they gave to ' the public the sum , of 
•£200,000, and agreed to a reduction of the rait©. of 
iiitefest to £4 per cent, on the debt of £3,200,000. 
In 1744 they obtained an addition of foui’teen . yeeti^s 
beyond ' ' I766, which extended their privilege of ex
clusive trade to . 178O, and in return they lenit to 
the' public £1,000,000 at three per. cent, . j in . 1750 
the Company agreed to a further reduction of 
the ' rate. of interest on the ^<?,O0O,O0O to three.per, 
C'in;. Thus arose the £4^,200,000 East-India annui
ties, which carried an annual interest of £126,000,fand 
which .were transferred to the Bank in 1793, leaving .a 
debt of £ 1,207,559 due to the Company.—( F«Ve. An- . 
liuities, p. 17.) ,

In 1781 a further agreeme^it was made, b}w\hiich the 
trade was continued to the Company until 1794. By . 
the Act of 1793 the trade was continued until ,1^13? , 
when the 53d Geo. III. c. 155 ' was pass'ed, .opening the; 
trade with India to the publi^ic; at the .same .time rerT^. 
serving the trade with China and in Tea exclusively to. 
the .Company. (Fide Ih^de'.)

The exclusive trade which the Company /oon^^erll^. , 
enjoyed with India having been noticed, th^ pps- , 
sessions of the territorial acquisitions will - be adverted 
to. When intelligence was received ‘ by . the , Court 
of the grant of the Dewanny in 1765, the, att^empts . 
which were made by the ' proprietors ' to^ obtain an . 
increase of dividend attracted the notice of Parlia-

. . . /-y T- 'J * •'
ment, and from the year 1767 the affairs of the Com- . 
pany have been more . or less the s^bj’ect of Parlia- 
menitary discussion . and legislative provision, . Amoip^-st. , 
the points in dispute was the right .contended for on 
the part of the East-India Go^n^-pany to the territ^orial .

acquisitions

    
 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. xiil
j J.................................... 1 {

acquisitions in India. This was met by a decJa; 
ration that aii conquests ‘made by subjects , necesj 
sariiy 'belo'iig to tiie Cro^n: subsequently, to whiph 
a ciause has been inserted in every Act passed for 
continuing in the Company the territ^oria! possest^ion, 
reserving the right and authority oJf the Crown 
without prejudice to any of the rights, franchise!, 
and immunities of the Company. The question , in- 
voives points of the utmost mome^^t to the Company's 
^^i^^ree^s a^nd without in the ieast trenching , upon the 
undoubted Prerogat^ive Rights, whenever the ’period 
shaii arrlvr■ at which the matter may come under, dis,- 
cussion, the rights of the Company wiii be found to 
rest 'upon ‘numeeous pi^iviieges and immunit^ies, and ■th- 
extend to property and possessions of great vaiue and 
lmportancr. It has aiready been remarked that the. 
constitution of ■ the Company, as iaid down by the ■ 
char-ter of King Wiiiiam, existed unchanged tiii the. 
Reguiating Act of ITlfi, which introduced important 
alterat^ions as to the mode of electing the Direc
tors, the quaiit(^cvt.ion of the proprietors, and the , sys-, 
tern under w^i^^lhythe Company shouid conduct the • 
administration their attairs abroad, .Fort Wiili^^,-in :
Bengai being declared the sea^ of Government, under 
a Governhr-^rnreal in Councii. In 1783 Mr. Fox's 
memorabie In^dia biii was brought theward, and reiected,' 
and foe biii peophsrd by Mr. Pitt, after a ser’ies • in-,, •
terestmg but extraordinary debates and occuJerlm'e,^, 
was passed into an Act in 1784, under which the Board • - 
oT Commlssionres .foe the Atfaies of India were , f^^st es- 
tabiished. y The biii brought forwai’d by Mr. Fox' 
teanstr^’rrd the entier government the Gd^-pahy’s -- , 
attail^s^■ to ^^he new ^^oath,' together wi^h foe whoie of • 
the oate^hnage : that submitted by Mr. Pitt had mreely

' b 3 controi

    
 



xiv :BaiEF HISTOllE OF,

control . for its object, aad even that • contrpl 'wa^s^rr;fe;r;;(;A 
{p. t^l^e , discretion, of: flie Crown.* Further pifvvisitjiiS; 
■■yire^ introduced by the .Acts of 1793 and 18.1^3, yy?ijcp 
aire- ^^^^o^^iced . in the Analysis under the several h^a^d,s, 
to i. which . the subjects relate. The pi’ovj{ipn{ 
laii^, down in the Acts of 177 and 1784; have ,bee^ff 
yirtpall^y maintained : the patronage being, vestef.tJ. in> 
the. East-India Company, and all ,the ,measpre{ -lOri,-, 
gipating with the Co^irt of Direcl^ors, subject to . revisipp, 
pnd control by the Board of Commissioners jfor thp 
pfhirs of India. ' - ,

The discussions which took place on .the . inti^odu^c- 
tfon of those bills are adverted to under “ .Bpard of 
‘i* .Commissioners.” ' n

The distance of India, the nature ^^- its,G^^^c^y^e^i^n^i• 
ments, and the peculiarity o^ its inhabitants, a^ppar 
to demand the vigilance and control of a distingt^ japd 
separate body, responsible to the public for thpiit po.j 
duct,. directed and controlled by legislative pr^c^v^isipn^?, 
and subject on all political matters to th^e, guppr^* 
intendance of the cons'titutional executive powe^;. 
the country. * , - (

The existing system has been significantly, terpjed 
a system of checks.” It,is certain that to -nonp, of 

the affairs o^ the country has, more publ^i^c^i^t^y; b.'^’en 
given, than tp those relating to the Thstii^r^d^i^a^. -Com., 
pan^y^, and to the measi^iress, connected - wi-th the^gp^y^^^^i^* 
inen;t of the ext^^si^i^tj, empire .clniri^itt^.ed .fp-.t^beir 
charge. . , , ., - , , - , .e - **

An objection to the Co^rt of* (^j^irectors . -beinge.ren* 
trusted .with the administration the Government, of 
India has been urged, on the ground . ^^ ■theirlr^ing 

, - Direct^ors
> The detail will be found under Gonvefisi^f^nerss^^^- BO- '*

    
 



THE EAST-imi^fA COMTA^’V.

DiT'{^t^ii6:fs' bf a* Company. Had'nOt'fBe^'
India been confided to a body consldl^nted' 

a^ t^Iie Has-t-iTndia Company is, possessing the joint' 
chara(^t^(i'r■ of sovereigns and ' merchant's, the 'Bril^S^ir- 
possessions in that quarter of the globe might have’ 
long ceased to occasion discussion as to the ' best ' 
of admi:nii^^e:ri:ng them ; as nothing short of the 'fuilds' 
drawn ' from the commercial branch of their ' affairs' 
could have enabled the ' Court of Directors to ' iireeti 
the demands consequent upon political measures' 
whi^<di have been deemed essential to the 
of our interests in In^d^i^a.

A decided testimony to the beneficial resul-t of thd 
Company’s government, as af^ei^^ing the happiness andf 
W^hfai^’e of the nat^ives, is recorded in the following 
tej^ms, ' in theT^hfth Report o:f t^he Select Comnu^it'ted 
of the House of Commons, printed in July T81t2;' 
which'committee had been engaged in a laborious ' and 
n^^u^utLe investigation into every branch of the Com'- 
pany’s aflfaii^S):— •■'•'’

'Your co^^^^^^^ttee having in their ■ forme:^'-reports 
“ adverted to the extensive establishments for tlte 

internal administration of India as bearing with 
considerable weight ' upon the revenue, and having 
in a 'great degree contributed to affect the .eXp^ 
tatibns formed -of’^^n abundant surplus, have felt ' it 

♦’ a part of their duty to offer some account o^’- 'thd 
“ nature and hi^^ory of those establishment's, and 'of 

the circumstances undpr which they have .been 
augttiehted to their ' present ' scale,' -trusting that ' such 
an account Wll be acceptable to the Hc^i.s^e, not 
6nly as she^^;ng the • importance and utility of the 
establishments themselves to the welfare and order 
of the" country, but ' as evincing ' the unremitting 

b 4 “ anxiety
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■ BRIEF HISTORY OT ixvI

“tiiat^- has influenced the efforts of -.those to 
o whom' the government ' of our -- Indian .' possessions 

has been consigned to establish a system of adminisi 
Juration best ' calculated to promote the. confidence 
and- conciliate the feelings of the native inhabitants; 

“ not - less by-a . respect for their Own institutio^ns, than 
by the endeavour gradually to engraft upon them 
such improvements as might shield, under the - safe- 

“ jguard- of equal' law, every class of people from the 
■i^]^]^f^^i^!^!^:ions -of power, and communicate to them'that 

“sense of protection and assurance of justice, which 
“ is the ef^cient spring of all public prosperi-ty and 
“happiness.

“ Although the view given in the foregoing part ' of 
this report may ■ shew that certain imperfections are 
found in tlie -system of internal gove^rnmen-f In the 
Bengal provinces, yet it can, ■ in'f^h^e^; opinion of your 
committee, admit of no question, whe^he  ̂- thp ■ do
minion exercised by the East-India Com]pany has

“ on the whole been beneficial to - the -nativess-■ -'l^f 
“. such, a question were proposed, your committee 
“ must decidedly answer it in the affi^imative. - The 

strength of the government of British ■ India, ■ directed 
as it has been, has had the eff’ce^^^ of ■ securing^, its 

Y'subjects as well from foreign depreda<;ioi? as f^'om 
ini^ernal copimotion. This is a-u' adv£^ntage rarely 
experienced by the subjects Asiatic states^ Rnd 
combined with a domestic -.'admin^i^^^tion- 'mofw jnst 
in its principles, and ■ exercised with far .'jgreater 
integrity and ability than the native one thaft prei 
ceded it, may' suff^i^^i^^itly ac^un-t fbf 'the improve-

“ ments that ■ have taken ' pl^ie ;' - and wh^<c^,,; in .The 
“ Bengal provinces, where peace has been /enjoyed for 
‘.‘ a period t^ime, perhaps' hardly' paralleled>.ih

“ oriental

«
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“ oriental, history, have ir^ianifesited . themselves Jn ■ the 
M(a^Dm^li<^ri^t^<;d condition of the great mass the popu^* *
“■i^tto^; although certain classes may have been 
< 'ri^<p>ressed.\by. the indispensable ’ policy 'cf a foreign 
“ 'government. The nature and circumstances o^ < our 
“..s^i^i^i^i^'tion prescribe 'narrow hmits to the pi^ospect^s. of 
“ the nat^ives-in the political .and military . branc^h^e^s^. of 

the public sej^'v^i^c^-:' -Strictly speaking, howeviBr,- they 
we:re foreigners who generally enjoyed the. .-^at 
offi^ic.es in - those departements, even.under, the - Mogul 
gov<^]^l^m<^]^l;; but to agriculture and - commerce -every'.

- encmul^t^'^’^’^’^'^’^^ is ' affoor^led under a syl^i^(^I^s.. o^" 
“ laws, the prominent object -which is to. protect 
“ the weak from oppi^e^sision, and to- secure t^o every 
“^individual the fruits of his industry.
; The country, as may be expected, has, - under 
“..these circumstances, exhibited in every part - of it 
if" on a general view, advancing w^th
.P) acceleIated' prrgIess in latter times.”
- Local experience in the vaIirus. branches of the Com
pany’s service abroad, and an intimi^t^t^., acquaintance 
with their concerns - at home, are to be found . in t^he 
collective body of the Co^i^lt of Directors- ; but there 
is no -one bI^t^^^^l^‘ of- which as Director 'ought not- -to 
pos^s^e^ss^* a knowledge, whilst the 'members - the 
arduous-and important^, stations of Chairmari -and De
puty GhtiIman of the East-India Company, must - pe^c^ts^^- 
sa^^ly be familiar with^. the . -system in all - its de^t^ai^ls. •

Experience in. the dire^cti^r^^, .can alone give this-.know- 
led<^e: hence an objection - which has ' been made- to - the 
mode -adopted in appointing the members of the several 
comm^ittees by seniority, - will lose.- much of its apparent 
weight. A who - had been chie:f judge of -the
Nizamut .or Sudder Dewanny .Adaw^ut may know 

little
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little of ■ the ■ military, shipping, revenue, comimtjl’cial,* 
or ■ fihancial .concerns' of the ■ C^c^mpan;y: if placed' 
immedi-^ately ■ on his ■ election as a Director ■ in th%* 
Coffimittee'^ oif Coirrespondence, it would not be^ hi^ 
duty ■ as ■ a-' ■member of such committee, to^ lodk"intd' 
the principle 'upon which freights are settled, Cm-' 
tracts agreed to, mili-tary indents prepared; and a' 
thousand other points, a knowledge of 'Wi^i^i^li'is ne
vertheless essential to a full comprehension of the' 
comjplii.cated concerns of the Company. The samd' 
observations apply with equal force to ■ the case of a 
mili-tary servant, whose career may have been highly' 
brillia:nt and distinguished in India, but' who, it- may 
naturally ■ be supposed, would feel little inclination to' 
attend ■ to commercial questions, or' interfere in settling* 
a disputed point of freight or war contingencies.
appointment, therefore, of a newly '(^l^i^c^-ted D'iir^et^tori^'' 
to the ju^r^ior committee, from wha'te'v'^:^' S^^^lete 'he* 
may be chosen, imposes upon the party the neces
sity of making himse]^:f acquainted with the several 
subjects to which he would otherwise remain comr 
paratively a stranger. It is always to be remembered, 
that every Director has an opportunity, when any 
ma'tter subm^itted by a commi'ttee of which he is not 
a member comes before the court, ■ to olRsr his opinion 
and advice, , and to recoic^. hii^s diss^i^nt from the 
decision of the majori-ty of the court thereon, if ' he 
shall deem such a proceeding necessary.*

The chairs have been frilled 'by memb^ciis chosen 
from the various branches of the Coi^j^i^i^^^s service, 
and by gent^lemen of high character and talent, se-. 
lected from the body of British merchants at home.

It
* Vide Court of Directors, p. 195 ; Commtittees, p. 182.
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It!}Piay,,iOji;ily |)e. necessary to mentictt , the names.- 
Sir, §itt^j^lien Lushington, Sir Francis . Baritip^^,; Sir Hugh ■• 
Ing;')is^* ; Scott, Mr. Elphinstone, ' Mr. Grant, ■ andi
Si.c- Th^omas Reid (no longer members o^ the 'Court^),^. 
tp ^JieiY that the existing system is calculated to- 
secure in ■ the chair talents and qualifications of nO' 
ordinary stamp and character.

When the act of 1813 was passed, it became neces-: 
sary to conside:r whether any alterations ■ in ■ the-t 
by-laws were . called for. The Comm^ittee of By-law.s 
met, ■ and after a full examination they stated, “ th£^i^> 

they cquld not conclude their report without expres-' 
sing 'the grat^ification they felt on observing the clear 
and comprehensive system upon which the extensive 
affairs pf the Company had been conduct^^d^,. and , 
which appeared to the comm^lttee to reflect much; 
honour on the Cosurt of Directors and the diffei^r^^iit ■ 
ofBicers employed under them.” j,

■ 
a 
<<

    
 



OF THE

RISE AND PROGRESS

OF

THE BRITISH POWER IN. INR^^jd.

Brief as the foregoi:ng sketch necessarily ds of 
the ' rise and progress oif the East-India .Co;mpan.y 
in England, the ' attempt to . give mere outline, 
of the origin and course of the British pow<2i; 
India must, it is feared, prove still less . satisfactoryi, 
Nevert^heless it may, in some measure, supply . ,1^111! 
means of reference to the valuable -and interesting hiiii 
tories which have been given to the public ppon ,11%. , 
affairs of India generally. . . ; j
i It, has - been justly remarked by . a' .distinguished 

military . serva^^ off the Company,* in .the Inf^i^^c^i^ct^c^r, 
to his work on the - Political State o^ India^,^^, ‘‘ that a ^spiall p 
“ island in the Atlantic should have .conquered .and held y 
“ - the vast co,ntine;nt -India - as, a .subject proyince^.i^s

in . itselff a fact which can neyer.be staf^t^d
" ce^tciiiig astonishment. . But . the,.,^^^rprise ;'wiU - be 
“ ’i^nci^eased when it is added, thaCthis .great,conquest-l-. 
“ was made, not by the collectiyo^force, of .^'^ip-^ation, ij 
* but by a Company Of Merc:^l^l^r^s. vested >^i-ih a,.-

charter of exclusive commerce, . and. i^j^'th, . the j^jrivi- i 
lege f .T 

* Major-general Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B. and K.L.S.
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" lege and right to protect their propertjr and- to re- 
“ taliate attack.”

in the year. I6l6 the Company on the continent 
India were conf^^ed to Surat and Amadavad in -the 
Mogul’s dominions ; to Calicut, on the Mal^bi^ir coast,, 
and to. Masulipatam, on the Coromandel coast. ,

At the conclusion of the seventeenth ce^t^iury^-the 
English in Bengal were settled at Ca:^^i^'^^ta,dhe ^|’rench 
at Cila'ime'rr^eia^^co^-e, and the Dutch at' Chmsur^a h, all 
situated on the river Hooghly.

The Rajahs of the country -surrounding those settle
ments having revolted against the Mogul gove^ iment 
and plundered seve^r^ail t^owns belonging to the Nat lob of 
Bengal, dhe three European nations, . for their own 
deferic6, immediately forl^ified their settlement's. Au- 
riihgkebe, 'f^hdn Mogul, sent one of his g^a^r^c^f^o: ns t^o 
sh^p^f^c^f's^'tihe rebellion and superintend the. prov i^nces 
of'Behghlj’Bahar, and Oriss:^; through whom the . Eng- 
liCd 'ob^ri^e'd permission, in 1698, to purchase troi n the 
iniLdLlIiif'c p'roprietors' the villages of Soota Nr^ty,^^^ Cal- 
cdfte, ' a‘hl’d Gr^^i^(^^o:re, on which ground the c ity .ojF 
Calcutta now ^^ands. * ,

Tti’ ^li^ttl^e ^f ^t^O^orc .lii^it^^e
tcf Madt^^^s, was declared an ind^^enide:^'t presid . en^y. 
Th^mErigiish were soon involved in cbnt^l^c^v,e^l^^^i^€^s ) witl?. 
Ja^lfii* iOian, the 'naooO of Bengal, who, jealo us .of 
the^:^’ JifOs^^'e:nty, fnOvOd from Dacca to . Muxad avad, 
on the Ho^Oghly, that. he might be at hand to C(j .jritirol 
thO L Cotr^i^i^i^^y's servants. He cbm.mi^'^ted every. sort

extortidri. The Coihi'pany nrt^^tde a .represent at^ioij 
to the Emperdr' Ferokshere, ' which ‘ was favd^lll . raT^ly 
redeI'^^^'L; and various' %s. to - ti^a^d^e| and
othe:! 'points, ' ivere C^i^]re]^]red upon them bj ‘ 
Mogul,

I ’ . ‘

Bengal. 

y

! 1715.
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17461'1753. --Wit;}!! the of the Coim^i^i^;^’s’ ' cWnl^meiC^ial
•■• concerns, few matters of momt^int occurred until the 

year 1740, when hostilities’ commei^iced betweei^]^‘ the 
French' and English forces. The former halving 
htted oit an expedition at Pondicherry (wheiei tliey

■ establisl^hed themselves in 1692), besieged and took 
Madras. It was restored to the English 'by the ti'eaty

of-Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1749. The French under DiU 
pleix 'w'ere Sh^irtly ' afterwards involved in' content^^ons ' 
\Vith ' tiVo rival 'native chiefs, who ' re.ss^^i^1tively claimed 
the nab^c^l^ship the Carr^-iic. ' The English suj)-
port^e^d^’ Mahomed Ali. It vvis during the' abov^- 
mentio ',hed ' operations that Captain Clive ' (ahterwards 
Lord ( ' H^'ve) f^i^’S't displayed those extr'a^ord^i^i^a.ry talent^s 
whi^i^lf' laid the foundation of the extensive empire 
we ’ lu iVe acquired in the ' East, and obtained' for 
him tl le honours which he so justly merited for hK 
valuable services to his country. ' Mahomed Ali 
was d€ 'r^^i^red nabob of the Carnatic, ' under the pro- 
visio^a 1 treaty signed' at Pondicherry on ' the 2dd 
Decern ber 1754.

Maiabar In 1 755 the pirate forces of Angria, '' which liad
overpo’ vereid many merehar^^-t vessels, received a severe 
check Hoy a fl^e-t under Commodore ja^mes, ^^he com
mander' ■' of ' the Company's ships of war in Tndl^i^Ei’' 't'fe 
preside ncy ' of Bombay was, ' at the' same time, encou
raged t )y the success of Commodore janies to follow 
it up I ' ly attempting a decisive blow af 011i^r^ria, the 
princip al station of the pir^a^t^r^s^.‘ Accordingly in
Febi^i^a' fy 1756 a considerable f^^'et of his Majesty’s 
ships, ' accompanied' by ' the ' ’Comm0^bjle’ with the 
Compa ny’s ' ships, the troops ' on Foara being coin- 
mandei I by Colonel Cli-ve (who had, only lately ' rrt-; 
tunied from England), stood into the river, burnt tfr 

whole
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jyhole of' the enemy's fleet, and compelled the ganjSon j7,56rV■ 
to spi^ir^nder. ■ -
r I^hortly afte^ these occur^r^e^r^c^e^s. on the Malabar coast, 
intelligence was received at Madras of the hostility > ' 
manifested towards the English in Bengal by Ser^aje^wdi, a/cngai. 
Dowlah, and of the inhuman incarceration of one hunk!'-'' 
.( (< t . • _ - c
dred and for^l^r^siix Europeans in the Black-hole atC^iJ^cu^l^ 
t'a, r^i^<^^^oufs were .-despatched to Bengal under Aihiirriil^ 
Wat-son .and Pocock, and Colonel Clive, then at Mladi.-as., 
^he expedition proceeded to Hooghly, which place, 
they captured, destroying the resources of . the enem}"^.. 
The forces under Coho^n^; y^^i^ve having disembarked, ep-. 
camped near Calcutta, and awaited the approach the 
Nabob, with whom a partial action took place, in which 
the Nabob was defeated. Intelligence of war between 
Frapce and England .having reached Calcutta, it .was . 
judged expedie^^ to enter into negociations with the . 
Ijr-bo;b, in order to prevent his joining the French, then 
at . Chapdernagore. A treaty was effece^d ; but the. . 
-^^^jj^r^c^l■i1ty the Nabob, as well as the intrigues.,
of the French, were soon apparent. Colonel Chve, j 
with that decision which he invariably manifested, at 
once resolved on war, and determined to attack,, 
their united forces. A conspiracy which had beep 
eptpred into against the Nabob, at the head of 
which was one of his principal o^i^i^jrs, favoured., 
the operations. At the battle of . Plassey,,. whi^h. .
decided thp interests of, the English in Bengal, the., 
Nabob was totally defeated, his troops dispersed, and . 
himself, made prisoner and subsequently put to death 
b- some nat^ives, who had sufli^^i'cd under his vindictive ., 
and cruel conduct. Meer Ja^ffir was raised to ...,tlm- . 
musn^-^id, , the territories ,, of. the English were en
larged, indemIli]fi^c.r^^<or. to .a .considerable am^nt was

" granted
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granted to them for tlieir sufferings at Calcutta, and a 
sum money was presented by the Nabob as a 
grdfctuty to the sea forces and t^ioops.

Gh the coast Coromandel, the siege of T’ort St.
George by the French was raised in February 1759 by 

_ jor Brereton, and Masulipatam was
taken by Major Fo^(^(^; but the attempt against the 
French se^tleme^^ of Pondicherry was unsuc^c^c^^^ful, 
and' M. Lally laid siege to Tj^^c^h^^n^c^poly. His pro
gress was, however, checked by the operations of 
Colonel Coote, who invested and took Wand^e^wa^sh. 
M. Lally, alive to the importance of Wandewash, made 
every effoi^-t to recover it, A long and ob^^inate en
gagement took place, in which the French were com
pletely defeated. General Bussy and many other offi
cers being made prisoners by Colonel Coote, who 
followed up his victory by the captures of Chittaput 
and Arcot. ' '

During these operations on shore. Admiral Pocock 
defeated the fl^^t M. D’Ache, although great^ly
superior in ships and guns. The engagemei^'t was ex-. 
tremely severe, eight of the English ships having at 
one period withstood the f^re of the whole o^ the French 
fleet, consi^^ing of sixteen ships. The arrival of Admi
ral Cornish, who joined Admiral Pocock, gave -the Eng
lish so decided a superiority, that the French ult^imat^ely 
withdrew from the Indian seas.

In November 176O the operations againsl^. Pondi
cherry were carried on by Colonel Coote, and the 
blockade by sea under Ad^m^^i-al Stevens. The siege 
was continued, under a variety of- adverse circu^^- 
stances, for a period of eight months, during which 
the garr'ison su^^Tred the utmost extremity of 
distress.

. In
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In January l/Bl the city was given up at discretion •
to our arms, the enemy, having refused to gap'i' date . * 
Thus, through the valour and judgment of Colone- 
Coote, the British became the masters of the ' oati. oi 
Coromandel, and the French were driven out o(‘
Carnal^ic. Arrangments were made with ■ . the Niah^b, 
and treat^ies concluded as to the grant of . te-rritbi^y . u* 
the Company, which were conf^irmed by dle 
In 1765 the Northern Circars were graiiosJ to . the 
Company by a fii'inaiin. from the Mogul, on tiie tgi-'i 
August. — —

The events which took place in Bengal, from the 
departure of Colonel Clive for Europe in 176O, to 
his return thereto as Lord Clive, in the station of 
governor and commander-in-chiefj in 1/65, including 
the grant the Dewanny, are briefly noticed under 
the head “ Governments in India,” p. 363.

Ill 1767. Hyder Ali, one of the most foriuidable 
enemies that the English had to contend with in India, 
and whose possessions embraced a considerable part of 
the Malabar coast, ■ je^alous o:f the rising power of the 
Company, induced the Nizam to renounce his alli
ance with the Company and to join in a war against 
them. A force was sent against the allied troops of 
Hyder and the Nizam, under Colonel Smith, who 
brought them to an engagement in September near 
Tiinc^mallee, and completely , defeated them, taking 
seventy pieces of cannon. Tlie Nizam concluded a 
treaty with -'he Company, but the war was continued 
against Hyder^.

In. the course of . the operations some ships were 
f^l^^ed out from Bombay to attack Mangalore, one of 
Hydei^fs principal seaports ; the enterprize succeeded, 

nine

Bengal,

Carnatic.

Malabar.
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nit! ? being brought away. Colonel Sjm^th, wli<^
“’had been recalled by orders from the Presidenicy^ 

" w 'iS again .placed at the head of the Eng^^i^sh,,foj^^es,
Carnati^^ d ^p<C^^P ^^ee t^rogi^t^s^s of Hjfder, der^o f^£^d i^  ̂oi^;ci^(^ye 

'^‘.os^^l? of his c^^quered districts. Hyder, howevc-r^ 
av^ie^sl. . himse:^^ of an oppo^-tunity to push a laig^t^ 

= bo.dy af' .horse between the English forcef and thcj 
Carnatic, which c^^ntry he entered and con'imilLted 
dre,adfie ravages, approaching within a few jniles qt^ 
Jr^^<^J^Jaf,' _and ^^liging the Company’s troops to .ret^feat. 
t’le .Prefidcncy enteree into a negociation with, him, 
demanding a truce of f^:fty dayts: this he refuf^c^e^^ but 
cono^^^iled to seven, when a treaty, offensive and 'eelC^ne 

re, w..af .'agreed to. in April 1769. The .pf^tsonerf pn, 
both . fidcf were rcleasee, the coi^quests mut^ua^ly, rq-j 
ftoree, and a free trade allowed both in the Carnatic._ . E’t ..j st.) .

and in the eominionf of Hyder. , e,ii uu
Oueo• During these procooeingf, the attention of the Bernie

gal council was attracted by Sujah Dowlah, thq eiiz^ier .j 
Oude, who had increased his forces so as to form ., . ■ . ■! 'i i. . .1 1

a 'considerable army. A ti'eaty was effelctee, Jby y^^hi^i^h, 
he . engaged never to increase it beyond a certain stipu
lated number. ,. •

The .affairs under the MaerafP^I^c^sidency had , been so, 
wrotcheely conducted, and such eissensions had arisen 
in the council, that the Cout^'t determined . to . appoint 
three persons, well acquainted with Indian affairs, in 
the character of supervisors, . to proceed to ,1ne^Ia,. .for , 
the purpose of c^^recting the abuses and oftablish- 
ing such rcgulat^ionf as might appear to be. nec^s- 
sary.* . . ,

1n 1772 committees of the House of Commons were 
appointed to investigate the Company’s -affairs, .and . in 

' - " 1773 !

Madras.

* Vide Governments, page 365.
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1773 the Regulating Act was passed, f^^st nominating '
a governor-general and council, ScCt ’ .........

The proceedings of the Madras Government,- -ht <(Mi- 3ft<iri». : 
cert with the Nabob of Arcot, against the Rajah'diC^"'’’ 
^anjore, led to the appointme:^-t of Lord Pigott' 
home as governor. He reached Fort St. Ge^ogss^K^' 
latter end of 1775, and succeeded in restoring --flie 1773-1778, 
Rajah Tanjore to the possession of his ancie;n‘t - 
dominions. The measures connected wi^h the ' affairs 
of that kingdom involved his Lordship in oppositioii 
with his council. He carried the suspension two of 
the members by his cashing vote, and put Sir Robert 
Fletcher, the commander o^ the forces, under ar
rest, A plot was formed by the excluded members 
for securing the person o^ the president. Colonel 
Stuart, who succeeded to the command of the forces 
on the occasion of Sir Robert Fletcher being placed - 
under arrest, though a friend of the governor, en
tered into the views of the suspe:nded counsellors. His 
Lordship having been persuaded by Colonel ^^uart, 
on the 24th August 1'^'76, to proceed to a villa a ’ 
sho^’t distance from Madras, appropriated for the usd; 
of the governors, and accompanied by the colonel, tvds 
surrounded by a party of sepoys on the way, and car
ried as a prisoner to the Mount. The proceeding's, 
though supported by the Bengal Governm'ent and by -' 
many of the Directors, was strongly condemned by the _ 
maJj^^ty, and the Propriet^ors resolved 'that his Lordt , 
ship should be rein^^ated. Before the orders of the' 
Cou:rt reached India, ' his Lordship had sunk under 'a

■ debi^i^^ited constitution and the effects of the violent 
measures in which he 'was involved. T^ie 'proceeding be
came 'subs^i^uei^rtly a maitter of discussion in Parliament.*-'

■ c 2 In
*' Pide T^a^rliaraent, page 508.
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1778. In 1778 ' Pondicherry was again captured, and'
al'i the'^French settlements in the East reduced, in

’ dUcing ' wc-l^-^-foi^i^ded behel^ that general tranquillity, 
a mai:ntenance Of the Company’s superiority, 

^llOaidd be secured. Events, however, little contem- 
pii^!d,an3^e, which involved the C^^pany in hostilit^i^es;

. and ^a^bd their possessions in the peninsula in a very
fEubi'ld^i^il and hazardous position.

Mahrattai. '' ”'' At‘ that period the M'ahrattas and Hyder Ali were 
the only two native powers which could atTord any 
ground oT alarm. The Mahrattas had sustained a long 
war against Aurengzebe, and on the decline oT the 
Great Mogul they became one the most powtcful 
bodies in India. The paramount authority - was 
acknowledged to rest in the Ram Rajah, the immediate 
desce^idant o^ Sevaje, the founder oT the Mahratta 

. empire.*
The wars between Hyder Ali and the Mahrattas 

—in which the English (notwithstanding their treaty 
of 1769 and the repeated applications from Hyder) 
avoided ' taking a part—reduced Hyder apparently to 
inevitable ruin. His fortune, however, triumphed over 
his danger, and in 177 he obtained a tolerable peace, 
without a Triend or ally. The coolness oT the Madras 
Government during those proceedings alienated Hyde:r: 

Bombay, wlliit^tt the measures oT the presidency oT Bombay, in 
supporting the interests Ragonaut Rao (commonly 
called Ragobah), who ' had murdered his nephew with 
the view oT succeeding as Paishwa, involved the Com
pany in a war with the Mahratt^as. The operations 
being immediately on the coast, the aid oT the ship
ping materially tended to suj^jpoi^fc the Company’s 
troops. Baroach was besieged and Tell j and the island 

oT
* Vide Major Scott Waring's History of the Mahrattas.

*
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of Salsi^-tte was captured, on which occasion the Bom- 1777-1779. 
bay marine is stated to have highly distinguished itself.

.The whole of the proceedings were condemned 
by a majority of the Supreme Council in Bengal, 
under the authorities ve^^ed in them by the act o^- 
1773. instructions were sent, through Colonel Upton,' 
from Bengal, to negociate a pea<^^; the treaty of 
Poonah was concluded and ratified in March 177^, 
by which the island of Salsi^ette, with Baroach and the 
islands of Caranja, Canary, Elepha:^'fc^,-'and Hog island 
adjacent to Bombay, were ceded in perpetuity to the 
Company. The death o^ Colonel Monson in 1776, and ■ 
General Clavering in 1777, two of the members of the 
Supreme Council who had been instrumental in effect- ' 
ing the peace between the Bombay Governme^^ and the 
Mahratta^s, left the majority o^ the council at Calcutta 
and the Governme^^^ olf Bombay agreed as to the course 
to be ado]^i^<^^; a fresh war was accordingly commenced 
against the Mahrattas. The measure was strongly sup
ported by the Bengal Government, who resolved ' to 
send a military force by land to Bombay, in aid of the 
policy which it had been determined to adopt, viz. to 
effei^-t a treaty with the Rajah of Berar, in order .that 
he might enforce his claims to the throne oi^ the Ram 
Rajah, and by establishing himsell^’ in the Mahratta .
empire, effei^-tually support his claims on the Nizam.

In November 1778 the Bombay Gf^vermnii^nt sent 
forward Captain Stuart w^th a small detachment to 
take possession of the Bom Ghaut, a pass through the 
m^^ntains of niuch importance, opening ■ the way to 
Poonah, which city was within f^^ty miles o^ the pass. 
The ob^^ect was effei^'ted, and the pass fortified.

The Bombay army, under Colonel Egerton, having 
joined Captain ^^ua:rt on t^he 1s't January 1779, t^h^e^j

- c 3 , marched
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1778U779. .marched t from. Cpndal, ■. a, village immediately beyond 

the pass.; On the route t^hey .were harassed j by 
dhe enemy, and when within t^wenty . miles 

, . Poonah so ..severely atl^acked as to he, obliged ..0 
'Retreat, - and ..ultimately constrained . to. enter. into ,a 
,.id-.atl^ at - Wurgaon with the Mahrattas in r77,,3; .. 
V^l^ii^lj treaty Ragonaut Rao was to be given .up,,£^nd 
,'§alse'tte and the other conquered countries . restored to 
the . Mahrat^ta^s. Messrs. Farmer and 'Stuart, ,wlhu had 

1 been deputed' to frame the terms, wei^ie, to . remain as 
1;,hostages qntil the treaty was. con^jrmed 'by the .Bombay 
^Goveirnment. The Government .refused tp.j^^t^^fy it: 
and in this refusal they were supported by the. Su- 

■ preme Government. * , .
Moodajee Bhoosla, the Rajah of .Berar, alt^hough 

-.aware of - the object entertained by the Supr^etne, Go
vernment of supporting his pret^en^sions S;o . .tl,e .t^ht^pne 

p^Jf the Ram Rajah, used every exertion to. produ^qe 
a friendly understanding bet^ween . the courts of P^p^oqah 
^d Calcutt^a, - and eflfei^ited the dismissal of some Fr^^pcCh 

s.^fl5i^«^]rs of note - from the former city^^^ Att^he . sapiedime 
; 'he expostulated with the Governor-general .against, .Ae 
expedition o;f Colonel ' Goddard, who had_ been deputgd 
with a considerable force to Bombay, 'and pointed, put 

..the -danger to which the detachment 'wo^uld^n^ec^essarily
- ' be .exposed in passing through, .the Mahratta 'statues.
His representation was disregarded. . Cplp.nel . Goddard 
was sen^ forwa:rd, and. though ■., mad^e^,.. acquainted on 
his route with the treaty .of- Wurgaon,,. by the. pro
visions of which he was . to-....return .to Calcutta, he pro
ceeded on his : march, ', and, reached Fe
bruary.- 1^779, with full powers.. yo. treat wi^tli .. the . Mah- 
■a^ttiis j bu:L wj^^h. a strict imjr^nct^ion -^^^f^t.-admi:tting

- the French, .orgiving .lup . any .of ..the conquests or,. a^t^cjes-
..........  . sions
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. - , . , » , ■■ ‘■■'F r H >;
•'bRfTESH' 1*0WJlk' rS-'i[k£)lJl. i^ikif to *’ s' -v

' Colonel' Goddard had been 'advariCed td ' oH ••
dt lirigadier-General. Before entering hpOn his iniss^i^i^^** i‘ V'i

Bad ' had f^ed from dhe custody 'of' Madajee 
*§ciii^(;^iah'’fo Goddard’s camp at Surat. Thejrnitecl^ion

■ him was approved ' in Be^i^i^l: but the effe^'ts/at 
dhe’ period tended to shake the very existence oi^ the 
• Ehglish in ' India. A confederacy was formed, ' cdnsis'tirig 
‘ dfthe'hfizam/ Hyder Ali, the Mahrattas, and the Rajah 
*(^tf Be]^i^i^.'-'' 'The Nizam- and Hyder were to attiack- the 
’Carnafid-aiid Northern Circars; the Mahratt^a^s, Sufdt 
-ahd^^uzi^i^j^tt'and Moodajee Bhooslah, Bengal ;’whilst 

■ COme Ot^l^^r chiefs- on the we^^ern side of India 
To' attack- Oude, Allahabad, and other provinc^e^c. ■*•-••

A treaty had been concluded with Futty Sing Giifco- 
^^aajii'y' which - he ceded to the Company - a portion ofGu- 
"Cerat, ’and -engaged to supply 3,000 horse ; in return for 
cahieh he wais to have Ahmedabad and other pos^s^i^ssi^ii^ns, 
^Tn’iti which the GovCrnme^'t of Poonah was to - be entirely 
c'ceiSfcldeid'. General Goddard besieged and t^ook Ah- 
Chfedabadj -the capital of Guzerat, in February' 1780.' 
c ‘’'t>vnr&i"es a^ire, about the same time, made by Scin- 
Cdia'l^,/dhrdugh' Messrs. Farmer - and Stuart, the -hostages 

had been released from the Mahratta camjc^^^to 
C'tft^e^lt with the English. ' The aggrandizeme^it of Seihr' 
Cdiah and -the possession - o^ Ragona^^ appearing to be 
'The GreCt^s, the overtures were rejected, - and on die 
C"}<C-k^p^]^ilTl^he Mahira^a force was con^^j^le-tely 'defeated 
' by^’iGeneral ' Goddard. - Subs^i^i^^i^it' afiaiirs took place 
"s^^i'tlll‘V^af,oVs English - detachments in which - the - Mah- 
’’i^rattas' were i^epulsed arid dispersed. The English 
' anny weh't into quarters 'fo^' the- rainy season. • ' • 
■* T^COn the side -of thd Cajm^^ic’much jealousy -had been 
C cteafed in thamirids - of th^e^■N^ct^,l^■' and -'H^y^d^e^r^,-oir ac- 

cour^tt'of't:he- treaty with 'Bazalet Jung,' by which' "-the 
c 4 Guntoor

1780.

Carnatic.
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i^so. jJjin|oor Circar was ceded to the , Coi^j^a^ny yal^js;, cej- 
Camatic...- tfliji. rcnl^.. -Manifes-ta^ions of ■. .hos-tility on the part nC 

Hyder were apparent. The Nabob of Arcot was inert 
and indiffejren^ .in preparing a force to co-opej'ate with 
the Company . in the defence of the Cia^^na^ii^^.. 
Madras army consis-ted of thirty thousand effective 
menf- .bu’t it was broken and dispersed in various de
tached ; some were sent to M'ajor-Generar
Goddard, others to the garrisons on the. Malabar coast, 
and a . valuable detachment was in the Guntoor Circar, 
under Colonel Baillie. Hyder had for some months 
been assembling a large army on the frontiers. Alive 
to the indisposition manifested by the English to assist 
him against the Mahrattas under the treaty of he 
determined to resent their conduct^.* Aware of the di^sf 
sensions in the Council of Madi^a^s, he commenced 
operations in the month of July 178O, and burst like a 
torrent into the Carnatic, accompanied by the French 
of^ii^ers and troops whom he had obtained from the 
Nizam. Terror and consternation prevailed at the 
Presidency. . The danger became immediate. Sir 
Hector Munro proceeded to take the command of .the ' 
army at the Mount, and an express was sent to Colonel 
Bailrie in the Guntoor Circar' to march towards the 
Presidency, at the same time directing him to take 
such a course as might affo]Id him an oppo:^^un^ty of 
cutting off some of the enemy's convoys. .

Conjeveram was ultimatery f^^ied upon . as the spot: 
of rendezvo^js; thither Sir Hector Munro, with the > 
army, amounting altogether only to 6,000 troops, 
marched from the Mount.

-Hyder, who was before Arcot, .raised the siege, and. 
managed to t^hr^ow bis army • across the course which he ‘ 

, supposed;
* PiiCe.pi^jge xxviji.
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su])posed Colonel Baillie would ■ take to join the if^i^-in 
f^^c^dy c ' anc^ by other ■n^cov^i^<^;l^ifcs eviricing great dex
terity, ' -he induced Sir Hector Munro to alter Ms po
sition,- -whilst at the same time he determined to make 
a"- decided- attack on Colonel - Baillie’s detaclr^mLeA; for 
W^i^ich -purpose - Tippoo Saib, Hyder’s -son, was ' se^^' With 
a darge force, consis^ng of 6,000' infantry, 18,000 
cavalry, and twelve pieces o^ cannon. A sevefe -doh- 

took place at- Peei^a^m^ba^t^Cum, and Tippoo was 
completely'repulsed. In consequence of a C^mmur^i^c^ti- 
tion from Colonel Baillie after he had defeated Tippoo' 
a force under Colonel Fletcher was sent to his relief. 
Its progress, though conducted in the nigh-t and with 
gre^t;' secrecy, was attempted to be intercepted by 
Hyder, who had exact information, through spies, O' 
wh^^ was passi^i^ig; but Colonel -Fletcher changed -his 
route, and effe^^ed a ju^r^ct^ion with Colonel Bai^lii?: 
this point, coupled w^-th the defeat of Tippoo, spread 
dismay through the Mysore army. After much discus
sion, and 'in opposition to M. Tally, Hyder planned ah 
ambuscade through the route Colonel Baillie Was to 
pass, enf^^^iading the road With batteries o^‘ cannon. 
The fatal result is too weH known to need recapitula- 
tibn. The - commiander and men evinced heroic courage, 
sustaining the c^^-test ' again^^ an overwhelming- force, 
until they were literally borne down and ti^ampled upon 
by the horse and elephants. Colonel Baillie himself, 
being severely wounded, and two hundred Eur^opeans, 
were made pr^isoners.* Sir Hector Munro retreated to 

' Ching^'e^ut
* The Hon. Capt. Lindsay of ' His Majesty’s serVc^c^jJlthe brother of 

the present Deputy Chairman of the East-I^ndia Compa^;y^ fell in the 
engagement. Sir David Baird, together with Lieut.-Gen. - Bowser'of 
the Madras Establishment, Capt. Melvill, late Lieutenant Governor of 

, Pdndeiinis Castle and father of J. C. Melvill, Esq. Auditor of Indian 
Accounts, were amongst the prisoners confined at Seringapatain.

1’780.
J»- *■ . •
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0 :i?8o. fChiiiglepuE ‘ The: Guntoor Circar was' re.st:Grt'd to 
let'Ju^ng. The siege of Arcot was renewed' by

- and capitulated to that chie:f on the 3d November 1780. 
■iThe Bengal Government de^^i^'^ched' reini^c^i^c^e^fl^^eh^ 
sand;'pr^ovisions t^o Madras, and sent down Sit EVre 
rCoote as commander of all the fo;rc^!5; who, nofwit^n- 
-standing the ill state of his health, immediately met 
ithe wishes ■ of the Government, and reached Fort St. 
‘G^eorge on the 5th ■ November. ■' u
it) Mb’. Whitehill, the president 'of: -Fort Sfi Georg^e, 
v^as ; ijremoved under orders from : Bengal. -The -t^t^h^- 
duc;fc - of Sir Eyre Coote in the measures v/^<c(l’ he 
adopted, fully ju^s^t^i^fied the unlimited confidence which 

.was reposed in his skill and juidg^irientiFew -geiie^i^hls 
;■ have had a more arduous task corhm^ltted' 'to'-them.
The fate of Madras, of the British interests -iii' the -Car
natic, and indeed in all Ind^ia, rested Usoh applica-
t^ion of the comparatively trif^^in^ means '(c^E^^3'^r'j^o^6b 
-troops) possessed by the general, of' w^ln^ni^-'hi,7C^0 

•- wests ’ Europeans, opposed to an- army of: - the f^ihein'y 
amounting to upwards one hundred thousa’^id’'iiiel(i. 

'Tt was determined . to attempt ' the - relief bfi 'Vetibre, 
rWahdewash, Permacoil, and Qnniglepnt, which . were 
ebesS(^e^^^'d. - Sir Eyre Coote marched on the 17th'Ja
nuary, at the head of the ' army, from the '-MduihfAb 
Wand^ewash. Hyder, ou learning his appro^ac^lifraised 
the siege of Wandewash and abandoned - t^^^-h^^efs in 
the same manner. . . ; ' ; u- . .-'>i bx-i.-...h^i

The siege o:f Tr^ichinopoly being meditated by -Hyder, 
Sir- Eyre Coote marched to - Porto Novo, ■ the^'-wants ef 
the - army being - supplied. - with -stores -from -the’’ fleet 
—8^' .edward Hug^hes, who .-had^^ already - fend'ered 
great -service - by destroying'Hyder’S shipping edh -"the 
coast pf - Malabar. On the- Lst-July,/'^^81-’ithe-baitie -of 

' Porto
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fought ’tslie force of Hyder consisiting' o:f i-78o.a78i. 
150^000 men, that ■ Of the English ■ sCEa-icely 10,00^. ' 

J!fhq ' positi^o^j> chosen by -Sir Eyre Coote was ' mos^ j^di- 
jj^O^PPus i 'Jnj was ably supported by Generals Stuart and.- Sir 

l^P^f^o^r-r Nfun^r^o. The enemy were' ' defea^^ied,'. and
ICipiP^o.o Saib, then before WandeWash, ■ was obliged fo 
raise t^he sieg^<*, Hyder-withdrew 'to Arcco:., Reinforce
ments '• reached Sir Eyre Coote frpm Bengal, ' with ■ which 
he immediately attacked and carried Tri^^a^ssore on - the' 

^3d August. Hyder fell back • on t^he - spot where he 
jiacj de;^ated Colonel Baillie, and was • followed up • by 
>t^e Engh.sh army. A severe and hai’dly-coi^ite^^ed bat- 
jtle t^ook place on the 27th, lasting frbPPnine in .the ' morn
ing until', sunset, in which he was completely defeiO^e^d;

the loss of the, English army was great^.^. General 
^^ua]^it lost a •'leg,, by a cannon-s^lKo; Colonel Brown • Was 
pd^^^d by.the same; means; and Captain Hislop, one of 
^^icgeneral’s aide-de-campsj was killed close to his side. 
I, -Qn the 27th September Hyder was defeated again by 

Coote, near Sholingur, on the progr^ess of 'the 
armyito 'y^^lo(^]^<^4. . > ' '.m

i On / the 12th ' November Negapatam was' taken by 
the joint, forces under Sir Edward Hughes andsSir 
Hector Munr^o, causing Hyder to evacuate- aU the 

, .Stir^o^ig posts 'in the country o:f Tanjore. - is -e
1,i The;w^a^p in. the~C^a^l^natic had involved the Coin- 
pany's ,JSllance^^}_. ' in. greats embarrassme^nt, the supplies 
remitted from Bengal having nearly drained the 
treasury.' The intelligence • of the war ' with France in 

■"’jl'773» induced, the 'Governor-general to. make arrange
ments to/.meet ■. ..the: additional charges whit;!^* • must 
necessarily he. incul^l^cdh lWhlel^'lhe • peace was' • ar
ranged ' w^^h • Sujah-ul-Dowlah,. in '1765, a stipulation 

t was made_ •_^haf'li^^a^h 'Bulwunt Sing, . a l^libutary to: t^he 
Nabob

n73-178O.
Benpial 

and 
Oude.
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i.78p-i78s Nabob Vizier, should be preserved in his territory. 
■■ Upon the death of the Nabob Vizier, in - 1775, and 

the accession of his - -son and successor, Asoff’-ul-L^rw’- - 
lah, the sovereignty of Benares and its dependencies 
was entirely transferred to the Comipun^-; the Rajah, 
Cheit Sing, successor of Bulwunt Sing, standing in 
exactly - the same situation to the Co^^any as he 
had to the Nabob- The measure apparently gave - 
great satisfaction to the Rajah and his family- 
On the breaking ou^ of the war, the Governor
general accordingly required - that the Rajah should 
co.n^ribute towards the increased charge that would 
necessarily be incurred- The indisposition and back
wardness o:f the Rajah was marui^ie^t: it* was also . 
apparent that he gradually became alienated from the 
interests of the British Govei^tniuen; and as he was 
surrounded by territories in which marks of disaffection 
towards the Company existed, it was evident, in - the 
general state of feeling throughout India, that the first 
opportunity would be seized to throw o^ the govern
ment of the Company- The afiTii’s of Oude required t^o 
be organized, and there, as in later times, money was 
to be procured. A separate peace was likewise in agita
tion with Madhajee Scindiah- The Governor-general 
proceeded to the Upper Provinces in July 1781- On 
reaching Benares in August, after repeated conferences, 
the Governor-general determined on- placing the Ra^a^h 
Cheit Sing under arrest- The inadequate means taken 
to eff‘e<^et the object,and the delay which ensued, enabled - 
the multitude attached to the Rajah to rally round his 
perst^n; the three European of^(^ert comma'n^ling the 
detachment and eighty-two sepoys were killed on the 
spot, and ninety-two desperately wounded- .

The Rajah, overwhelmed at the unexpected tumult, 
was
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was ' hurried off: he from Ramnag^u- th ' one ' iTsi-ivfe.
his ' strongest fort^re^s^ses, for shelter. The Go-' ' 

vefr^^^i^-^j^enerai’s f^i’mness ■ was unshaken, both ui^' 
that instance and at the unfo^unate defea-t on the' 
atlatk of Ramnagur. It was, however, deemed ek-' 
pedient “that he should quit Benares and proceed '’tb' 
Chunar, where he was via^^ted by Sad-^it AJ> the' 
Vizier.' A manifesto was published by Cheit 'Si;^ig fd' 
the several Rajahs, and disaffei^ition spread in Bahar.' 
The perseverance of the Governor-general overcaitie' 
aii obstacles. A revolution was effei^lted : Cheit ' ^^'ng'' 
f^ed from Bidjeeghur, which was besieged by 'Ma^^ir' 
Popham, and a grand-son of Bulwunt Sing was pro
claimed Rajah.

At the period of these transactions the fleets Madras.
France and England, the former under M'.Snrrr■ein, the' 
latter under Sir Edward Hu^h^es, had various skir
mishes off the Coromandel coast, and a bloody action 
ehsued in’-April 1782, which, though not decisive, 'was 
very ' important in its consequences to the English.
On the 'Malabar coast, the blockade of Tellicherry by' ' MaUba-. 
Hyder’s troops was raised by the arrival of a force under 
Major Abingdon from Boimbij’: after a severe 'i^'c- 
tion, Hyder’s army under Sudass Cawn was defeated, 
the whole of his treasure and the matmiel of his army' 
falling into possessiion of the British, and a ' com
munication opened on either side of T'eJli.cherry, 
the country being cieared of the enemy. This chec'k 
on the coast o^ Malabar was met by the defeat of 
the detachment under Colonel Braithwaite, on the 
borders of the kingdom of Tanjore, by Tippoo Saib ; on 
which occasion the intei'ference of.M. Tally saved the 
force from annihilation':, many the captives, however, '
suffered a long imprisonm'eirt at Serihgapatam.

' A detachment
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Pondicherry in'March' I78I i t^hey ■^eireeummediateljf 
joined ' by a body ■'O^- Hyder’s forces, ' bjr whdn^^^^e^nai^' 
coil was besieged and takers and an'attack meditatefl 6*11^ 
Wand^ewash. The latter was, however, prevented by 
the advance Sir Eyte Coote, who follpwed Hyde't’
on his retiring.' Whilst the force under S^r' Er Cb'dt'W 
was marking out the camp at Arnee, Hy^er^T - sudd^ehlj/l 
appeared.' An rngagrme]^'t ensued ' on the’ ^d‘ duhe f 
the 'enemy trere repulsed, and Sir 'Eyre Co^d;e rdttir^r^^^d^^' 
to! the Presidmcy. This was the last 'bcbai^i’o^’oh' 
whif^crllyder and Sir Eyfe Coote ever* 'met. ' '(- -'''c' d 

■Various severe engagements took'j^^£'!ce ' ai tbis'tlinti' 
between the English and French' • fleets 'on 'theToast bP 
Coromandel and Ceylon. - ' ‘j '

Peace was concluded with - the' Mahr;^at.tas^'bj^'’‘the’' ■ 
treaty May 1782, through the mediation oF^MJ—^ 

■ < dahjee Scindiah. Ragonaut Row, -to- ■ whom, in ' k-^p^ebt 
measure, was to be attributed the ^engthrnrd KoPlrlit^^^r^b” 
in -which the two power's had been rrg'agrd, wky ■
a certain f^xed allowance, and to ■ choose ‘ his ^;^lkbb’t^fN 
rrsidrncr. ' ‘ r'^3^li^

The Mahrattas engaged that Hyder Ali,' 'slUbiu.d/P 
w^'thin six months, relinquish to ‘the EnglTsK.br-tmel^'' 
allies aU the places he had tak^e^' ■ during “the'' *'v^3i}[ 
and that the prisoners' on both ■ bides should be ■ re-’; 
leased. - The Paishwa bound hrmSe'^i^,''¥ort'thb’Wli oibiJ 

the Mahratt^as, not ' to suffer other Eurr^rarf■ nattio'ns®'' 
to ‘ establish factories in their dominions. '' tr^^{tt®J*
was that of Salbey. Nana ' ’Fum^a^v^^sr; the' Pais^T^;rVV * 
prime minister, and Madahjee ■ Scindiah,■ w•rrr'' 'tlrd^n^wb' . ” 
gri^^^ parties ‘ which gbvernrd -th’d'M^^l^i^a^^a^' btupife; i'

The famine occurj^^ed this year attMkdr^as/dh^^‘ thd nr^()^tth•^P' 
October, by which ter'!^^^lc^usar^ld ' f^<^'fsonb‘'pe'i’ishrd?"’^ 

The
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, The Qoyernments of .Bengal .and ■ Bpnil)ajr> now.'di- 
reeled, their attention .to free the.Carnatic from Hyde!! ■Camat'c- 

had been sent from Bom^' > Bombay* 
to - the coi^jst, and took possession of C£ili^> .

cu| ?i.nd., . other inferior places. The Bombay '.(^hoyern^' 
nie^^ had . des^^; ’̂tched General Matthews- in .support tofi 
Colonel -Humberstone. Tippoo j^a^ilb, incensed;- at.- thisj 
p.rocereding - of ■ Colonel Humberstone, departed yapid^l^jv. 
froip the Carnatic- to cut him oflT at Mungary. -Col;h^^l3ifr 
By ' somq means Hu^mbei^st^one learned Tippoo’s inte^T^-lt 
tion, and haying blown up the fortifications fell: back toit 
Ramgerry ; from whence, on hearing of, Tippoo’s.• 
appr^c^a^cli^^ he -. yetir^ed, destroying the ; works.
Tippoo,.,with, M. .LaU^ and a large force, att^nc^h^e^C. * 
the Eng^Iish ■ arm;y; but was repulsed by Colonel? 
Macleod, who .shortly «^ff^t^I^'^^^:Ids besieged and took 
Onp^r^e!-, , . . ..!

, -Qu thpjreport of Hyder’s death, the Bombay Govern-: MilabiI. 
m.enj; or^Ap-ed .(General Matt^hews to penetrate th-^ough^7: 
thp^ (Hi^i^y^.ts to the Bednore country. The General? ' 
passe^Ajdhe g^i^a^u^t^s, and proceeded towards Bednore. x; 
There .the misunderstanding ■a-ose on the subjeclfc.-.ofn 
priz^e^. and other .points, in which Colonels n.u^mbe^rs^t^o^ne, 
Macl^f^c^^ok and.^^iyor.' Shaw difi^e:-ed so widely fromih^tKY 
ne-^a^l,. Mat^1^i^<^v^!3^ that they quitted him, and. -'c^t^ulm<;^^'.s 
to k B^c^glm^^kjJ(- -on. their. representation Ger^£^r^i^l;;M^i^^^•'f.t! 
the^ws -v-a■_. s^p^^s^'^<^<i»?and Colonel Macleod .appoi,l^^(^(^.■.' 
to the comma^r^d. Wh^^st proceeding in the Ranger, .-to' , 
join the tr^oops, that vessel was attacked off Ghe-ia^-bv -a-. - 
Ma^.r^^'tta - -^leet.( Major Shaw . was killed , and Colo:re^.. -■

, Macleod severely V^ouhd^ed. , .,
Tippoo -Sultaun determined to relinquish, all .O'ther’ - v 

objects for the recovery o:f the favourite possessions 
which he had lost in the - Bednore country. - The ■-corl-+r. 

s duct
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.1783. of General Matt^hews ‘ was a^wa^re
” of the . approach of Tippoo with an ’ Intmense fol^c^es 

Instead of returning ‘to the 'Ghauts he ‘ marched ’out o^' 
Bednore with a force of ■ little more than 2,000-men to 
meet the enemy. He was immediately driven back by 
a French detachment into the fort, with the ‘‘loss-^iP five 
hundred of his men. ‘ The report o:^' the disa^-ter reach
ing Cilndapore, the garrison, panic-^^ruck, filed ‘without 
even the appearance of the enemy, some of the fugh 
tives:taking refuge in the fort‘ Onore. ‘
.. The •firmness and prudence of the late Major (tlien' 
Captain) Tol^lii^a^n^o, who commanded at Onore, not only 
preserved the troops in that fort from being infected 
with the same panic, but, through their commie's 
spirited exert^i^ons, an attempt was ‘made ‘to recover t^he 
artillery which had been abandoned at Cundapore. ' 

In April 1783 the garrison at Bednore capi^uhited;
the survivors suffej^-ed the most cruel ind^i.g’nit:ies, 
General Matthews, with many of his ofifi^i^iefs, ‘ being 
marched into the interior and barbarously murdered. 
After the • reduction of Bednore Tippoo appeared be
fore Mangalore, which fort was commanded by Major 
Campbell. During the siege ‘ accounts we'e. received, 
in July, of the peace between England and France. 
Gn learning the event, the French commander posi
tively refusing to permit his troops to act in any 
manner against the English, tlie siege of Mangalore 
was accordingly concerted into ‘ a blockade. The 
garrisons of Mangalore • and Onore were reduced ■ to 
the greatest His^jre.sss; but under ‘i^he exertions • of' their 
galla:^it commanders, they stood , c^rrt until relie^f was 
afl^’oiried ' by the arrival • of General Macleod with a foirce 
from Bombay. .

On the Coromandel coast, Sir Eyre Coote’s state
* of
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»£. health ' was^. such as to have obliged him to quit nss. 
the, field and proceed to. : at the same time ”
tl:e last remains of the select force which he had 
jc^'fi^iinc^^^,y brought down from Bengal, were . re- Ca-natic 
turned to. that presidency. In April 1783 he again 
returned to Madira^: _ but having suffejred a relapse 
during the^. voyage, . his valuable life fell a sacrifice two 
.days after he had landed. The command of the army 
devolved on General Stuart. The . obje^-t of the cam* 
paign was to oblige the French to evacuate the 
Ca;ri^^a^t^i3; they were strongly fortified at Cudalore. 
The Marquis de Bussy had arrived to take the ■ com
mand, and had brought wi^h him a force from the 
Mauritius. General Stuart approached Cudalore in 
the month of June. Observing .the rapidity with which 
the enemy threw up the .fortifications, he determined at 
once on attacking the outworks, and confided the exe
cution . of it to General Bruce, by whom it was con
ducted with great skill and ■ bravery. The engagement 
becoming general, the reserve under the conimander- 
in-chie:f was brought up. The. French fought with 
such determined valour that the ass'ai^'l-aints were 
rejjcdl^s^d; and . a sortie was made in order to drive 
the reseiwe completely back. In the eageimc^s^^ of 
pursuit the French advanced too far from the works, 
when the grenadiel•s, under General Stuart, turned, 
and gaining possession of a strong hold which had 
been the point of contention, the enemy abandoned 
the whole of‘ their ou.tworks and retired within the 
fortress. .The French ^eet under M. Suffrein ap
peared off Cudalore at ■ the same time wi^h S!;- ■ Ed
ward Hughu's^. commanding the English fll^e^^l;: some 
cannonading passed, but no close engagement took 
place. .

d The
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J7S8-1786.. The sickly state of the English obliged the admiral 
JMadras* to bear U’ for Madras. M. Suffrein availed hims^i^^f -of 

the oppoP'tunity not only to return to M. Bus^^sy’iit 
Cudalore the 1,200 men lent from that fortre\ss, but 

5 to supply 2,400- men in addition for the defence of the 
place.- The eifective force under General Stuart being 
coiisiiderably reduced, the French made a night att^ack 
on the English in their trenches, in which they v e 

-repulsed with considerable loss, the sepoys behaving 
admirably. In two or three days after this occurrence 
inteUigence arrived from Lord Macartney of the con

. clusion of peace betweei^' the two nations. A cessa
tion of hostilities took place, together with a restora
tion' of prisoners. The treaty wi'th Tippoo Sultaim 
was signed at Mangalore on the- 11th March 1784.

Lor^^ . In the same year Mr. Pitt’s bill for the future admi
nistration the affairs of India was passed j and ia 1786

' Lord - Cornwallis proceeded to India as governor-general 
<and commander-in-chief. The act o^ the 24th Geo. Ill, 
C^jp. 25, contained the declaratpry clause ; “ That to 

pursue schemes of conquest and extension of domi
nion in India are measures repugnant to the.. 
the honour, and policy of this nation J? and that jt 
shall not be lawful for any governor-general, wi'thout 
the • express comma:nd the Court of Directors -or of
the Sei^^e-t Committee, in any- case (except where 
hostilities have been actually commenced, -or prepara^- 
tions actually made against the British nation in In- 
dia,or against some • of the princes or states • dependant 
thereon, or whose territories the Company shall - be 
by any existing treaty-engaged to defend or guaran-

“ tee)- either to declare war or commence hostdi- 
ties,” &c.- ' .

- By the treaty concluded , w^th the Nizam in February 
. 17^68,
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176S, the Guntoor Circar was to be ceded to the 
Company, a certain peshcush being paid to the Crnatic. 
Nizam. It was also agreed that a coi'ps of two . 
battalions of Sepoys, with guns, should be furnished

- by the Company to the Nizam, on his requisition 
to that eff«^<ct. The corps had never been required 
by the Nizam ; and the connexion between that prince 

the Coim^^any being of an unsettled naturae. Lord 
Cornwallis, in 1788, deputed Sir John (then Cap
tain) Kennaway to Hyd^er^abad, as the British ' resi- 
.dent, wi^h the view of obtaining the Guntoor Circars, 
and efTef^iti-ng a settlement of the peshcush. The ‘ ar
rangement was acceded to by the Nizam, who des]pa'tch- 
ed Meer Abdool Cossim to Calcutta, to make known his 
sentiments to the Governor-general. .

The arrangement included a stipulation, that the . . 
corps agreed to be supphed by the l^i’i^l^^sh, bn the 
demand of the Nizam, should not be employed again^^ 
any powers in alliance with the Company, which 
powers were specified, but no mention was made 
of Tippoo Sultaun. These circumstances excited ap
prehensions in the mind of that chief, who was 
aware -tha-^ he was an object of ’jealousy to the 
Mahrattas and to the Nizam, and that those powers, 
although difreir^ng in laws, institut^i^ons, and religion, 
urged by the common danger, were joined- in the , 
closest ’alliance.

In 1788 Tippoo marched his army down the Ghauts, Maiabar. 
towards the Malabar coast, with host^il^e' intentions 
against t^he Rajah of Tr^a^vancore, then an ally of 
the Company. . He stirred up the Rajah of Cochin to ’ 
lay claim to a portion of Tr^a^vancore on which the- 
lines were built. The Rajah of Ti^a^vancore despa^tched

• d 2 '.ia mes-
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)ts8-a790. <i" ikiess^^i^^geir Madras for- succour; ; S^i*; Archibald
Campbell sent some troops to his assi^^ance- :. the mea- 

, isure- tvas 'approved by the Bengal Governmen'tj-^and 
■Bii^ipoo withdrew to Seringapat^am. < ' ;?

i' ' In ' the following year the Dutch o^^ired for sale ; . to 
r-^l^e -Rajah - of Ti'a^vancore Cranganore and - Ja^y^c^ol^l^a^^^,- 

which ' lay before Cochin and Mysore. Tipp^oo, to- pre
' this measure, marched an army to the- frontier of 

Tr^a^vancore, and attacked the lines on the 29th De- 
•i- .cember: but was repulsed, and retired until ,he. pro

cured supplies to enable him to make a ree^ulsr^' ap
proach. In the following spring he effected -ihis 
object, subduing Ti^avancore, laying wa^^e . the coun
try, and taking the fortr^esses of CI^a^ng^a^^o^I’^. ' ^nd 
Ja^y^c^ot^l^ah. " •. .j . '

The -conduct of the Madras Government exc^^ed the 
■^-^c^nn^’est indignation in the mind of Lord Cc^ynwallis, 
who reprobated the supineness which they ' had mani

' fested - in making preparations to suppo^'t the Rajalh 
Cn-natici ■ General Mead^ows, who succeeded Mr. Holland as 
' J gove^rnor^j was entrusted with the conduct of the -’^jar. 

An army of 15,000 men was assembled in the - Car- 
fnatic, under his comma:nd ; and one- of laboat 

t : 8,000 at Bombay, under General Abercro^l^iie.: the 
latter to act against Tippoo’s ' possessions in the - Gha^^^ss; 
the grand army to march - towards - Coimbatore,, and 
afterwards t^o penetrate into lMys^l^-^;' . --f^he Mahrattas 
and the Nizam co-oj^i^ira-ting, by . - ma^k^i^^g-a- - diversion 
on the north. General -Meadows t^ookCa^i^oor,' Coimba- 
t^ore, and Dind^j^i^l; Tippoo -, surprised and - attacked 
ah expedition under 'Colonel Floyd, but was repulsed 
at Shoroor after - an. - obs^:inate - engai^|^I^<^r^n,L. his - bro- 

-ther-inJaw being - killed. '
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- Mm I Ti^jipoo,- avoiding ’ a: general • act^ion,J returned from ' " 1792^ 
fll^e Ghaut^s, drawing off the . English forces i from

' his own posses!^i^(^i^^; . and, passing through th^er- Car- , 
natic, - com:^i^1^lted the most. dreadful ravages. The 
operations in-t^^ie course the • first . campaig^i jwere

• in r favour of the English, but another campaign 
was necesssiry to subdue the power o^ ; j -

Eord Cornwallis, although it had not - be^n; his 
original intention, proceeded to Madras to: take. f^he 
command of the army in per^^n: he . embarked - on 
board the Vestal frigate, and reached Fort, St. George 
on the ISth December. His • Lordship having exa- 
tnined the state ' .of the army and of the supplies, • and 
arranged the plan for - the ensuing campaign, deter
mined to penetrate into Mysore direct from Madras, Mysore. - 
and to attempt some of the passes about the middle

' df the Carnatic. At the close of January . 1791 . he 
'moved forward j and in five days pushed, on ■ to 
Bangalore, where the Mysore forces 'arrived on.the

- same day. - On- -the 7th February the town- was.
assaulted and carried. On the 14th, the ' batteries 
OKened against the fort. On the SLst, a practicable 
breai^di' l)cing effected, his Lordship determined,! to 
storms the place that hi^lh; and to prevent /-Tiippoo 
leal^l^i^i^l^’his • intent^ionj he did not. raake^. it .known 
til^ the moo^en^tt’t^he : execution of it . was ordered. 
The as^^ul't began -at -eleven at ni^l^h;; - complete tuccnts 
attended the measu^r^e^.,, and in two hours -thei Brit^ish 
standard on the ramparts. Lord Cornwa]lit
then moved northward to meet a -large .reinforcnment 
ofthe Nizam’s ■ cavalry^,’ by which he was and, in
order to bring t^^re-war’to a fnrmitatiot, notwiithstatd- 
ing the snatot was far advanced, pressed on towiards

dS Seringa-
«
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1792. ' Seri'B^i^iapatam, encountering great diff^iculties and ' '
baiT^issjme’nts from the nature the roads. Tippoo 

. had 'returned, and posted himse;^:^ between his 'capital 
and the English army. A general engageme:nt took 
place on the 15th May ; the enemy were driven undei'' 
the guns of Seringapatam, and thei'e was every pros
pect of its falling into our hands, when sc^^’ci^y began 
to appear in the camp, and. the unexpected delay in 

/the arrival o^ the Mahrattas deprived the army of a 
covering force.

Lord Cornwallis determined to fall back on 'Banga
lore. At the completion of the frrs^ day's march, * 
the appearance of a large body horse ridding 
in on the baggage f^^anks created great ' alaj^:^-;- it 
proved, however, to be the advanced' guard of- the 
Mahratta army, the main body being at no great dis
tance. With this reinforcement, and all fear of want 
being removed, the army was again encamped before - 

but as the monsoon was expected to ' 
set in, the siege was deferred to the ensuing season, 
and Lord Cornwallis retired northwards.

Mysore In the int^erim the strong fo:rt of Ryacottah, with 
various hill-forts, were taken, and sub^^^ue^tly' that 
of Nundydr^oog. In February 1792, Lord - Cornwallis- 
arrived before Seringapatam for the second t^ime. 
Tippoo was with his army in a fortified camp - on the 
river Cauvery. Lord Cornwallis determined - to - dis- 

■ lodge him the 'following nigh't; and after detailing the 
, plan of attack, his Lordship commanding the centre.

General Meadows the right, and Colonel Maxwell -the 
left, the' army moved fo;^'^j^i’d: the ' enemy were- driven 
across the Cauvery, which river surrounds-'' Seringa- 
patam, their redoubts taken, and a lodgment was ' 
made in the island by a detachment from - the centre 

' division.
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division.’ During the-c^pei^a^t^i^ons Lord Cornw-^Uis was. irsiir792. 
in danger, the greater part of his detachment .
being separated from him in the confusion of a noctur
nal attack. His Lordship was assailed by a co^s^i^c^ejr? 
able body of the en^ir^y^, but being joined by a rein- . 
forc^m^e^i^it he was enabled to repulse them. After 
repeated inefFe<^^ual but determined att^empts, on ■ the. 
part of Tippoo, td drive the British forces from the 
island, he retired within Seringapatam. Ample pre
parations had been made for the assault, but orders 
were issued on the 22d February to desist. from 
farther hostilities r negotiations for peace having 
been brought to a close by the signing of 
preliminaries- on the 24th, by which Tippoo was 
to cede half his dominions to the allied powers, 
the Brit^ish, the Nizam, and the ^lal^^ra^l^tas; to pay 
three crore and thirty . lacs rupees (nearly 
£3,500,<^<^0); to restore the whole of the prisoners 
who had been captured from the time of Hyder; and- 
to deliver two of his sons as hostages for the fulf^ilmi^nt 
of the treaty. Tippoo procrastinated the negotiation 
as long as possible, and was actually engaged with 
increasing di^gence in repairing the damages of the 
fort, absd^’^'tely refusing to yield up some territory. 
on the borders of the Coorg Rajah. Lord Coimwallis 
immediately issued orders for the - recommencemei^^lt of 
the siege, and for the two princes to be sein. to the 
Cair^i^l^tiJ; these determined and prompts, proceedings 
on the part of his Lordship led to Tippoo’s signing 
the definitive treaty, .on . the March 1792. ,

Peace being thus rest^ored, Lord Cornwallis was fully . 
engaged in introducing systems for the administration 
of the revenue' and judi^cial affairs^, of the Company’s 
terri^t^oiies, including those acquired under the foi^e> 

d 4 going
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going 'treaty, and like^w^is'e in settling-the affairs i^Jf.jthe
f

Coast of 
Corochan- 

del.

■Vizier- of Oude. . " ’• s ■
On the - receipt -of the intelligence of the..wai! be- 

t^ween France and England, Pondicherry was attacked 
and taken - by a force under Sir John BrathAw^i^l^t^.' iDi-d 
Cornwallis proceeded to Madras to direct the service, 
but arrived after it had- been accomplished. His Lprd- 
iship did not return to Calcutt^^^,. but embarked -.for 
tEngland in August 1793. ■

Bengal. :Sir John Shore, now- Lord Teignmouth, succeeded as 
governor-general. His - Lordship's administration - in
cluded a period of six year's, during whidi, .although 
peace was maintained, it has been questioned whether 
a course of policy indisputably governed by a con
scientious desire to act in accordance with, the ..literal 
declarat^ion the Legislature, was; not rather nalcp-

, lated to admit of the other st^at^e^s. in India incieasing 
-their stren^^t^lh; whilst - that of the British Government, 
if not lessened, did not keep pace with the growing 

. influence the Native Powers. «>! u -v
Bombay . In 1794, the court of Poonah manifested hostile 
p^oonah. dispositions t^owards the Nizam •- and Tippoo - Sultan, 

' who had assembled an army, also threat^e^niedl to come 
forward and join the Mahrattas. The decision of Jhc 
Governor-general to abstain from taking any - part, -.was 
su^pported on strong grounds of expediency {—“.When 
“ he contemplated the dil^i^^ties which - present^ed 

t^hemselves on viewiing " the Ni^zam's admi^ni^sl^]^a^- 
“ ‘tion—^thie impossibii^:^:ty of directing his politics 
“ wi-thouit usurping his Government—the -. dif^i^iu^ityjo^ 

making any impression upon the Mahrattas—the 
comparative facility - with,' which they could - injure

- (“ the British Governmer^tc—the,-. magnitud^rn of the re
. * sources of the Mahrattas and Tippoo, the number 

“ - of
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l^f^obps; ne<essarry '^o ©^jposc' ■them--«^^nd.: the i^r^evi- 
“ table ruin of a long protracted war—it was consf- 

ic^e^s^«sd that the inducement to support the.Nizaih at 
!♦* t^he hazard, of such impending consequences, ought. 

to be' much- stronger than the apprehensions fu-
“ t^ure evils ' from the subversion of his power.”. ' -i

The war between the Mahrattas and the Nizam was . Oudc. 

not hf long duration, Tippoo being too 'fully occupied 
in his own country to take part in the q^a^-sl.. -rhe 
affairs of Oude .engaged a considerable ' port^iori. o^^ -his. j 

Lordship’s attent^ion. The death of Hyder Beg, th^e - 
minister, put a stop to the measures of reform . C^n1;em- 
plated by Lord Corn^wa^llis. Asoff^i^^l-^Dowlah was suc- , 
ceeded by Vizier Ali, whose legitimacy was questioned, 

' although he was supported by a .considei’able party at 
'luicl^iK^^w. - Sa^dut .Ali, the eldesit ' surviving brother of 
' Asoff--^^-^-Dowlah, had appei^^(^c^l^otl;^j^ritish Governmeint 
•in supporifc of his .riglh.: that o^ Vizier Ali was, however, 
ocoKnr(.srunoed by t^he . Governor-general, .on the full - per
suasion that he was the lawful heir. In January. 1798 
the' Governor-general procssdsd to Lucknow, with the •i«d 

view settling the affairs of the Vizier. Amongst -'
other . questions, that of ' Vizier Ali’s right- to the 
musnud was brought under discussion. After a minute 

/ examination, it appearing that aU the reputed ' sons ..^:^ 
Asoff-'ul-Dowlah were undoubtedly . spurious, . -iit was 
resolve4 that Vizier Ali should be deposed, and; 'that . 
Saadut Ali Khan should be. placed on the throne.' A 
t^r^eaty was acc<^K^cd^r^^I^. entered into 'on the £ l^^t^ 'of 
February 1798, vesiting, 'in the Company the . defence 

the Vizier’s dominions.. The fortress of Allahabad
was at the same time . ceded to' the Company. jw-. '

Lord Wellesley, who ' had been appointed .Governor- ^Lo’-''’ _ 

‘genSfal >
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1798-1799. general in October ^1'797) reached India in April 1798.' 
H^is Lordship soon, discovered that Tippoo ha^ii- been- 
engaged in ;S<^i^iret negociations with the French, . whose- 
influence was also paramoun-t at the courts of the 
Nizam and Scitidiah, - and that Poonah was eptirely - 
subject to the latter power, whilst the Rajah of Berar 
was decidedly adverse to - the British .Government.

The -first step determined upon by the G-ovcjnior-, 
general was to form a new treaty with the Nizam:, 
thi^^. measure was effei^^ed, on the Iss-of .September. . 
1798, by which the subsidiary detachment of Brit^ish . 
ti'oop^s^^. at Hyderabad was made pei^n'upiiint,,-and . the;

. great political object of obtaining the dismissal from 
the service of the Nizam of - a French force, consisting 
of fourteen thousand men, was provided for, . and ;ulti- i 
mately carried into effect, under circumstances -of pecu
liar di^i^^lty, the whole force being surrounded and 
disarmed, by the joint operation of the British troops ■ 
and a body of the Nizam’s horse, on the 22d of October... 

Similar success did not attend the negociations with - 
the Paishwa or Scindiah, It being apparent that, 
Tippoo’s designs were ripe for execution, the Gover-- 
nor-general was obliged to proceed in - his operations 

Mysore, against Mysore wi'tho^t coming to any satisfactory con
clusion with those chiefs, •.

Indisputable proofs were established of Tippoo Sul-, 
taun having se^rt ambassadors to .the Isle of France, 
to Kabul, Persia, and Tu^rk^e^j^r—aU with ..il^ssi^ns .hostile 
to the British power,

The procssdings of the French in Egypt, and the 
ins^i^iceri-ty o^ Tippoo, determined Lord Wellesley 
either to compel him to detach himsi^^^:f from' the 
French, interest's, or to commence immediate hos- 

• tilit^i^es
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tilit^ie^S against Mysore ■ ; with this he ■ pro- .1799.

ceeded ■ to Madras in December, and landed on the 
Slsf of that month. All expectation of inducing 
Tippoo to come to an amicable adjustment having, 
ceased, the British force under General (now Lord) 
Harris was directed, in February 1799, to advance 
against Mysore. Tip^poo, when aware of the proceed
ings, hastened to attack the Bombay army under 
General Stuai^l:: he was repulsed with great loss. H 
then attempted to obs^:ruct the advance of General 
Harris at Sultanpet, when being again defeated in a 
partial action, he instantly retreated to Seringapatam, 
against which plaice the British forces proceeded. A 
full and interesting detail of the operations will be 
found in Lieutenant^-CoJonel (now Majf^]^--General) 
Beatson's account of the war in Mysore.

The batteries erected under the order of General 
Harris opened again^^ Se:ringapatam on the 30th 
April. On the 3d May a breach was reported prac
ticable, and at one ■ o’clock on the fourth the assault 
was made in the most gallant manner by Si;^" David 
Baird, who nearly twenty years before had been one 
of the detachment under Colonel Baillie who were 
carried prisoners to that fortress :* evej^’y obstacle was 
overcome, and com]^jlete success attended the operations. 
“ Tippoo Sultaun was slain, and the empire- of the 
“ House of Hyder subverted.” It was in this -campaign 
that his G^r^ace the Duke of Wellington commenced 
his mil^izary career in India, as Colonel of the t^hird^y^- 
third - regiment of foot, comimindt^ig a detachment ofthe 
army -under General Harr-is, General Wellesley formed 
one of the Commiss:^^ners nominated to , settle the con- 

■ " . ■ • quered -

■JVxj'soce.

Seringa- 
patam.

* Vide p. xxxiii.
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iquered teri^itoriee jifterv^iirdsje^j^pc^intedl to ihe

” permanent command of Setitfg;d^)dtam. • ,* i - ,• . fif- l
A, central and- tepatate government, - under the Com

pany’s. protection, wat ettablithed in Mytote, the 
• J^IaaratJsat participating in a divition the conquered 
. tei■i^il^^i^3^et. The -dittrictt of Canara, including the aej^- 
coaft of Mytore,and the . provincet immediately ■ ;coh- 

4^i^f^luouf to the ■poftettfont o^f the Company on the C^!tst 
Malabar, were attigned to .the -Britith G^^^^e^:^l^nefI|t, 

y , The, gont of Tippoo were removed to Ve'IJote j and 
Kittna Rajah Oodiaver, - a child of five yeart oldj t^he 
linetl degcenda^^'t the ancient family of Mytore,

whoge power wat usurped by Hyder in 1761, - wag 
taised to the throne. The partil^ion treaty wat - tignCd 
the 22d Ju^ne, and the subgidiary treaty -the^: 8th July 

Mthitttts. 1799^. The ult^erior measui^es. adopted by . Lord Wel- 
lesley—-the hogtilftfes bet^ween Holkar and S^fnd^ith, 
in the beginning of 1801, which obliged . the fatte^-lo 
move from Poonah—the contett which took piacc.-in 
1802 between Scindiah and Holkarj-in which 1^h^e.jOi^c^eg

.- pf the fotmet joined with those oif the ' Paithwa. were 
defeated near Poonah,, on the 25th Oct^obet-f—-and

- -the f^iight .of Bajee Rao, placing hUnge^ff' under ,^J^i^1^)^gh 
iaibhva.' - ptotection, led, to the tteaty of Batgein, whither, the

Paithwa proceeded on the 3181 Decembe^-1802. Jd 
By that treaty, a fubsidfaty force of. no^. ieff than 

6,000 regular infantry wat ., to, be fuinifhed . by’the 
Company, and .for payment of itt . expenfef the Paithwa 
wat to make over tetiitory . to the amount of t^wenty^- 
tix lact tupee!3; -he wat- ,likewife, .16.;dismfss.:any

- Europeant - from Mt forvice -hottile to .the^’ ^^E^gflis^Il. -in
-the event of war .bfeaking' -out .-between the EngKth and 
anyE^^i^opean nttfon^. . c-- ’ ■ ; .]

, At it wat i^^o^ti^^t to s.ecute the- -edrl^’ arii^^^tl^ of -the
Bi•itigh
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tWops At FOtji^iah,' Lord Cli^-te. (t^h^eii Gdve^^h'dr'' df i8oS-4«ds.

Madras), on the 27 th ' February, • directed General' S'tuart, 
•iWiti the army on' the frontier of Mysore, to • ado^it- the 
nri^<^<^i!^!^i^i*y 'measures for the march of the troops into the 
f'M;a^h^r^^'t.a Ut^i^i^^ito^’y The advanced detachmei^t' wks 
sali^i^'ed by Lord Clive under General • Wellesley, ' who . 

-a^rossed. the Tumbudra .river on the IS^th M'ar^di,
after a long route • at a most unfavourable seasoh, 

through- the ' Boru Gha^^^, at 'night • on the ' 19th 
! of April, reached Poonah on the SOth at the' head 
■if th^e^^ cavalry, making the total distance marched, 
, •sinc^' 'the'm^orning of the 19th, sixty miles in thirty- 

tw^o. hours. '• 'Rao ^ed from Poonah, and Bajee
I Rap was - reseated on ' the ' musnud by G^eneral Welles- 
yley on:, the^i ISth'May. ^^ortly after the adoption ' o^ 
■td^id foregoing measures, Scindiah hav^:ng taken 'up a 
,,threatening position on 'the Nizam's ' frontier, was ' re- 
equired t^o retire, or to give some unequivocal proofs 'of 
nhis intention not to attempt a derangement o^' the 
^engagements ' between the British Government and 
the Paishwii. A contest 'being 'apprehended. General 

fjWhellce^^^iey.was ordered to be in preparation to act. ' 
1 ’Aftejp ' fruitless negociat^ions wi^-th Sc^:ndiah, from May
-t^o August, and it being apparent that a confederaSy ' 

between Sc^i^id^i^l^' and the Rajah of Berar was forming 
I agaij^^s^’ the British ' power, offensive operations were 
r fes^^'^ed on^c They were commeiuced by General -Wel- 
f le^^e;^. 'on the 8th of ' A^ug^ust, ' by an^’ 'attack bn' ■ the 
fo^'tif^ied town of. Ahmednuggur, ' which 'was carried'by 

- escalaide.’ On the ISth' the 'fort'^ess capitulated. ja^l^'ia- 
, poor was 'taken by a force under Colonel Stevehsbn -'On 

the Sd Se^ptember. On 'the SS-d the ■ battle of Assye took 
place. The British army had marched' t^we^ty f^:iles 

st^o t^he atlac^l" of. tne: 'combined forces 'of' the ^^c^t^lfede- 
f n' >7 rates.
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1803-1805. ratios. The British troops did not amo^^i^'t to ' more

Guzerat.

'^^ittauV.

than 4,500, the enemy to 10,500, commanded by 
European oflfi^icers, and a ' train of artillery of one huh- 
dred guns, with some very large bodies of horse. The 
British ' suffered severely on the advance, the line being 
led by General Wellesley in .person. A chairgie by 
Colonel Maxwell, of His Majesty's service, in which 
that gallant and lamented offi^icer fell, materially pro
moted the success of the day. Boorhanpoor surren
dered on the l6th October, and Asseerghur on 
the 21st.

In Guzerat, Broach was stormed and carried on the 
29th . August, and Champaneer on the 17th September 
—booth under Colonel Woodington. ' ''

Cuttack was invaded under the Governor^-general’s 
orders in Sejptember ; the Pagoda of Jaggernaut occu
pied on the 18th. The t^own of Cuttack was taken on 
the 10th of October, and the foj^^ of Barabatty by 
storm on the 14th. -

On the north-wes: frontier of Oude the opera- 
Mahratibis^. tions were carried on under Lord Lake', the ■ Com- 

mander-in-ichi^i^Jf in India. His Lordship entered 
. ' the Mahr^^ta territ^ories in August, and reached Ali- 

ghur on the 29th, which f'oi^-t was taken by storm 
on the 4th Sej^^ember, On the 7th, M. Perron, the 
French commander, who had been in Scindiah’s service; 
souglct the protection of the British. On the 8th the 
for-t o^f Koorjah was abandoned by the enemy. On 
the 11th the battle of Delhi took place, in which the 
enemy were defeated after a most severe engagement. 
On the 14th September, M. • Bourquieur, who' .com
manded on the .11th, together with the' other French, 
su:rrendered themselves prisoners to Lord Lake.

Agra was taken by assault on the T^th October, and 
the

Oude 
and
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' V * 1 * ' I
the foirt capitulated on the I7th. On the 1st November \18O^?'18O5,..

• the battle Laswarree took place, in which Lord '
. Lake had t^wo horses killed under hinr. The enemy 
behaved w^th the utmost gal^^i^in^t^jy; and the victory, 
which completely subverted Scindiah’s hostile power, 
was not gained w^-thout.very severe lossis. ,

A treaty was concluded with the Rajah of Berar nerar. 
on t^he 17th December 1803 by General Wellesjey, at 
D^eogaum, under which he agreed to give up the pro
vince of Cuttack, and all his share of the provinces of 
Berar westwa;rd of the Windah, and not to admi^ any 
Frenchman, or the subject of any other European . 
power, into his service. Resident ministers were to be 
kept at the cou:rt o^ each of the contracting states.

. The treaty with Scindiah at ■ Anjengaum imme
diately foU^^ed, by which he ceded to the Company ' 
lall th^O territ^ories he possessed . in Hindostan northward 
of th^ose of 'the Rajahs of Jyepore, Joc^f^j^ore’, and the 
Ranah of Gohi^d: he ceded also all the lands ■ s^^th 
the Adjun1^er, and all claims of every description up^^^,. 
the British Government and its allies, the Soubah of • 
the Deccan, the Paishwa, and the Guicowar. — «

Holkar stood out and com^:^itted aggressions on the H^oikar. 

t^erIit^orirs of the Jyrporr Rajah ; war was accordingly 
declared and commenced against ' him, in which some 
extraordinary failures occurred. Amongst t^hem, the 
retreat of Colonel Monson’s corps and the unsuc^^r^ssfol 
attack on Bhurtpore ; but the battle of Deeg was fatal 
to HolkaPs infa:^-try, and the action of J^u^lt^j^g^hrir 
broke the spiiri-t of his cavalry. A treaty was com 
eluded with him in, 1805. • . -

The follow^:^jg is a surtii^i^^ry of the leading results ■ of 
Lord Wellesley’s administrat^ion.

The revenues of ' Mysore were greatly increased frotn 
its
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its, am'dioa^i^ited-system of ami' iith£(- .mtet-
nal tranquillity which it enjoyed. That state' had,"after 
;^^ie ' paymen't of-the ' Company's . subsidy and jxf . -iit£.I6wn 
civil and miliitary establishments, a consi^derildtiiv’sar- 
■pluii^ revenue, part of which has been ‘ -ja-nE^h^E^U^iTem- 
.j^^^l^-yed -in - great and useful works. GC,.ij
' •’ Such .was ' the ■ change in a coun^i’y ■which,/when "Lord 
.Wellesley .reached India, was in possession- bf a .tyrant 
who had no object but that of ' cbU^c^t^i^i^^-means h) 
annihilate the British power in Indii^.'.: ■ ,f ,h .uh-,j;d

’ The authority of the Company was ' .jcompletely 
introduced into the Cairnatc.; and that fine count^i^y, 
no longer a prey to a system of usury and^. dpprci^j^i^oa, 

, "was. rising rapidly into prosperity, and .the■coIidit^ion 
of the inhabitants greatly improved. v. uij; b in

The conque^  ̂■ of Cuttack had connec1ted.in^e^ft^(^I^l^l^- 
dtoj^’ies^^if Madras and Beng:d ; . and comb^ined ^wi^h -the 
important .cessions we had before obtai^’ned in Guzerat, 
Malabar, and Canara, gave the Company the-.p^osse,s- 
sion- of almost -the whole line of seacoast -from the 

'mouths of the Ganges to those of. the Indus. . .■ m m
The subordinate Government of Boinbay obtained, 

during " the administration of Lord WeUesley, a g^i^c^at 
addition to its territories by cessions in Guzerat -from 
the ■ Paishwa and Scindiah, and .from the Gui^c^c^v’a^it, 
with" whom the Governme.n1; of Bombay, acting rmddr 
his Lordship's orders, had . formed a subsidiary alliance.

The Paishwa, sensible - o.f the advantag^e^^^. . which, -the 
connexion wi'th the British brought to him - and 
his subjects, endeavo^ured, -by every means within .his 
power, to evince his fideility to " the ^^j^igagements -that 
he had formed; and his territories, which . hadit^E^enl, 
from the day of his access^<^o^, till that orr -which the 
treaty -of Bassein -was concluded, annually- .wasted ."by 

’ . his
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1805.
•

Lord 
Cornwallis.

Mi

iusi^t^l^tllious feudal^oi^i^es, ■ I'had enjoyed from’ that^; date 
lo^iii^nterj^^up.ted tt^ianquillity.

, irv>riie "qc^^^e^ir of Dbwlut Rao Scindiah was , reduced ; 
-as-was .'also that ■ of Jeswunt Rao Holkar. . i
-fT Tlce.,French party had been annihila:ted, the Mah
rattas expelled, the British Governmei^'t established 

iovt^H the whole of the Dooab and along the right 
banks of the Jumna; and a line of petty states, under 
■he. protection .olf the .British Government, were . esta
blished, as a barrier between its most fruitful . provinces 
and.' th^e^’ future predatory encroachmen-ts of.-the Mah- 

The rich province of. Bundlecund. was suh- 
idued, ' and occupied by British troops; and the couintry 
-ceded by.-the Vizier. in 1801' was completely settled, 
and ' greatly improved in .revenue. .
I 'The'M^a^I^qucs ..'Wellesley quitted India in July . 1805, 

■•^idd was .succeeded by the Marquis Cornwallis, who 
rani^^^c^’ at Fort William in July 1805. His Lordship 
was immediat^-.ly engaged in elFen^cting . a treaty w^-th 
Dowlut' Rao Scindiah, in order to, remove all doubts 
of the misunderstanding arising out of. the treaty of 

.1803, and in settling the British connexion with the 
'Rajah of Jy^^pore, one of the principal Rajpoot chiefs 
-avliose t^erritory divided Malwah from Hindostan. His 
Lordship’s measures w^re directed with t^he view, of re- 
-lieving the, Comp.^^y’s finances from the embarrassment 
io wh^c^- the preceding loans had . involved them.. His 
health, which.' was in a ‘ declining state when he left 
^ghrnd, became . worse, ' from the period of his. leaving 
a^dc^i^tita for the Upper Pr^ovinces, and he closed his , 
valuable life at Gazeepore, . hear Benares, on the 5th 
.<^(^1tob(tr 1805.
, . George Barlow, who had been appointed. provi- sii^ GtoIgo 
'.sit^naJly,, succeeded to - governmeiit. On', the ' -SSd ’
■> e November
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j8o^-is67. November the treaty was concluded, by d^^he pol^t^ical 
agent of the Governor-general (I^i^e^ttti^nnit^t^^Cei^lai^dl 
Malcolmj) with ■J^j^i^indiahi . by the ^^xth article ■^^ which 
the river Chumbul was t^ot. form' the boundary ■betweep 
the 'two,' st^s;' Scindiah- rtsigning, alli plaim.^ahd 
pr^el^e^x^s^i^c^n^s, on the - counta^ies of Boond^t^t^j Sumedee, 
D^h^ptlpoor, Barely and Rajah Kerrah. ■ The Company 
engaged hot to enter into treaties with' "the -Ra^^.of 
Oudepore, Joud^epore, - and Kotah, and dthtr cbi^fs> 
tributar’ies of Sc^^ndiah in Mdlwa, - • f .• i - - -> r

In December 1805 a treaty was -by
Lieut^e^an1^-Colontl " Malcolm with JHo^k^r,. unde^i^^' the 
direction o^f Lord I^ake. The system o^ policy pur
sued by Sir George Barlow, was to withdraw, as- far as 
possible^ from all 'interference in "the affairs- of ■ petty
chiefs, including - the dissolution of the defensive alli
ance with the state of Jyepol^rt; and - by thus co.iitracting 
•ttie political - relations the British Government, avoid 
a recurren^ce of the embarrassments to which such' ex- . 
tended engagements had given rise. . .. j ■, '

Lord Minto reached Bengal" as -Governor-general in 
July 18O7. . During his L^or^dship’s administI^a^1i^l^n, 
little variation occurred in the political I'elal^ions "^^, 'tht 
Bril^i^s^h^^ Goveirnment with the several native po^wers. 
The Dutch possessions- in the- Indian -seas, including 
Java, and the Isles of France and Bourbon, were suc
cessively reduced, and brmught. under British rule..

The Earl Minto was succeeded by the Marquis of

Lord 
Minto.

1813.

Hastings, then Lord Moira, who proceeded to India 
as Governor-general, and Comm:^l^<^<^l^•-^l^•^-^]^i^<^tf and ar
rived at Calc^itta in October I81S. The states at that 
period connected with the British power by subsidiary 
alliances were, the Nizam at Hyderabad; the --Paishwa 
at Poonah, the Guicowar in Guzei^i^tf the Rajahs -of 

Mysore
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And Tiavancore, and the Vizier of Oude. W13-1614. 
By these alliances, which were formed bn the same 
priheipies, a spieci^f^ic force . was-to be ■ furnished by 'the 
•^i^^tish Government for the protection of the' couti- 

anil the ' of ' the sover^i^g^r^f^*- legiti
mate authority.- A subsidy equivalent to the 'charge 
was t^o be ' turnisl^<^<^’'by the state so protected, either 
in '-money or territorial cession. These states were not 
■o engag^e' in any political iiegocia1^;^on with the’ • other 
powers of -India, e'xcep't in conce:rt with the- British 
G^over^iment. '

> "V'itlh 'the Rajahs of Bhurtpore and 'Macherree, with 
the Bundela cliief^ on the frontier of Bundlekund, 
with the Seikhs, and with some other inferior • chief
tainships and principalities, the relations of the British 
Gbveriime:^-t had the same controlling chai^:^<^it^i-;’ bht 
any cbnsideratibn for the • protection af^i^ded was sel- 
'dblrl exacted, nor was there any obligation on the 
British Governmenit to maintain a specific force for 
that pur-pose. ■ . ’

With Sc.indiah, the Rajah of Nagpoor, and •Hblkar, 
the connexion was one mutual amity alom;: British 
Residents W^i-e at the - courts of Scindiah and Nagpobf^. 
Since Jesiunt Rao 'Holkar's death in 1811, the power 
Wfii^h he had e^^blished was falling to decay. Mulhar 
'Rao, the son of Jeswunf Rao^, being a minor. Ameer 
•^inan ahd Mahoi^^^d 'Khan, two Patan chiefs, - were 
raising themselves to power on the ruins of Holkar's 
hotise. ‘ ' ' ' ■ ’ , -

In I8l^-t the aggressions of the Nepaulese led to Nepau. 
hostilities with that state. The British forces entered 
the coui^try in four divisions. ■ ■

‘ The ^rst division, of 7>112 zi^i^nk and file, under the 
late Sir David Ochterlony, was to act against • the western 

. e 2 pl•bvinces
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• 18^- 4' jjrovinces. ofthe Goorkas and , their forces uiKler U-minei’ 
Sing Thappa. . . ' a;

The' second, ■ whi^^lh, devolved; on Colonel. IViayfhpj 
in consequence ^of the death of General .Sir.iRc^b^t^rt 
Gill^espie at Kalunga, on the ■ SOl;h ,aftqfr
wards' confeirred On Major-General Martindell, c^'P" 
sis.t^i^jg of 10,422 rank and file, was. '-stationed in the 
Dhoon, -and was also appointed to ■.^<^'t again^^ J^q^t^u^c^k; 
i The third, under Major-General Wood, consisting o 
4,698, rank and .file,- was to enter the Ter7^ii^.^t3Troin 
Goruckpoi^fj; and .. I . r
{ -'The fourth, under Major-^eneiral Marley, consisting 
of rank and file, was to -march .on .Cat
mandoo, thr^ough Muckw^i^j^to^r^. . .- , ; . . <tni,

The enemy, after a most determined,;r^e^£^i^st^a^r^ce, 
were driven from their fort^ified ppsit^ipns; •'on. t:Iie 
Malown range by GeneralO^cht^erdony,-in  . . April 1815. 
The divisions under Generals Wppd and Marle;y' were 
Pot equally succ^i^s^fi^l; an attack - also .1l^^, Ge^p^e^r^pl 
d^f^j^tindeU on a stockaded fort was .repulsed; ,with 
considerable loss.

In another quarter. Colonel Jasper Ni^clioHs* carrigd 
.fiy assi^i^:^it the fortified heights -and town - ip^f;.A'^SIp^J^i^j 
,and repulsed a n^ght attack -pf the enemy. . ,<^^l,t}^cJ;1^^'th 
April that --ofE^icer concluded a convention with the -prii^ 
cipal -Gporka cWefs of Kemapon, by which.ithe;whplp 
country from Kemaoon to -.the Sutledge was. ceded - to 
the Company. * , . . . ^ ..p’
!,.On -the 2d Oct^ober^,- a peace was f^^:^,allyS^1^1tled be- 

t^ween - the Nepaulese: and the?B^r^ilish Governments -at 
. Segowlee.' When, however, ;l^he ti^pops -were withdra^wn, 
.the Nepaulese evinced, -so ■(^^t^^I^l^ig - i^n ■::irlc^isposition .to

' 1. i..- /■,. ../fulfil
-■* Now.-Major-General Nich{>lllE^,- -aDa. the

;s^e^.pf Bhurtpore, in 1826. ■ . .
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fulfil- €ondii^;io^i5-' Of t'reat^y^j"^- tliat l^' 'w'af^'"foun4 isu^isu.
necessairy to have recourse to compulsion, and Sir David 
Ofht^f^iS^^ony -was directed ' to- advance - through the great 
Sant forest te the foot of the pass of Buhiaki leading to 
Mubkwanpore, which position he -reached ' about ■ the- close 
of January 1816. Fr^om Muck^'^^^^ore Sir David Och- 
terlohy sent accounts of his proceeding's. It ap)pe:ur^-that 
he - had been engaged in some severe ■ contests wi'th -the 
NepU^(i^^^^(^jf -by wlioni the’-village in which the; - British 
forces -w^i^’e’Usse^bled was ■ obsti-nately att^acked. On-the 
3d March intelligence was received of the capture 'o^ : th .̂ 
fortress' <Hurria^j^<^ire, which ■ had been ■evacuatedl'by
t^h^€^^ eneih^),- after they had been repulsed in a .sally 
made with desperate ■bravery. -On the ■'1i5th • March 
1816 ' the ■i^a^^ification■ of the treaty made in December 
1815 ■ was-'anr^c^i^iK^ied, W^iich put an 'end to ■ the' war.
‘ -Irii S’ebrraiy' 'U force under Colonel East entered 
'Crtch, and captured the fortress of ■ Anjar.- A treaty-of 
UlliUftc^e' wUs entered ■into with the state of Cutch, und 
U-d^^^U^c^hment rnde^ Colonel - Barclay was sen^- 'to 
Wagur, to reduce the uncivilized districts to the -nu- 
thority of the Hao of Cutch. I
. - During the early part of the war - with the Nepanlese, MahrUttUs. 

uK agreemi^^ft appeared to have been enl^i^^ird' Into 
bet^ween Scindiiah ■and - the Nagpoor Rajah,- for reducing - 
'the-stafo^  ̂-Boj^i^t^l:. the-measures adopted by - t^he- -Gta 
Weindr.^eneral -counteracted -the- desigc- - - »-<■

At the same junct^ure, the proceedings p^-^^aj^ee 
RUo Ut Poonah, t^owards ' the - Guioowai^i in- Guz^'rat, 
rendered the interposition the British ' authority 
me-^'ess;U^'y to induce,- on the part- o^-the Paishwa,- Uh 
‘abUndolcmlfn^ of all right -of-interference with the Giii- 
a^c^’^ar. Gungadhur Sastr^ee, the prime minister of the 
Gu^^cowar, who, was^» opposed to - the - infl-uence^, -of t^he 

e3 - court
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Foonah.

Ixii

i8i5-i'8r6. ' coi^^r^ Oif 'Pooriai^li,' was' induced, with the countenance 0:f 
the British Govei-nm^e^n* to proceed _ to Poonah for the 

. purpose- o^. compromising . the Paishwa's cla^i^ns^ ■.
At.'^Poo^ah there was a worthless '.and profligate i 

mini^^er named Tri^n^l^i^t^ltiee Dang^lia, who possessei^- > 
great - influence w^th Bajee Rao.- - Through - this - niisii i 
guided counsellor, the Paishwa began to feel the Brit^ish 
influence as a re^^raint which he determined tothrow olF, 
with ' the view of restoring in his own person the Mahrat^ta^' 
enipire t^o its original splendour. The negociations - for an 
adjustment the diflfeirences between the -two - statues
proved fruit^less, and - the attempts to gain over the 
Sas^ree failing success, TI^i^n^b^t^ckjee determined to*
remove by violence a man whose existence ' wa^5^= So ' 
inimical to his views and wishes j he accordingly 
shaded the Sastree t^o accompany him to a temple, 
for the purpose of performing his ' devotions, where he 
was - inhumanly murdered in - the. -month of Julyil’815!i ' 
It was fully apparent that the Paishwa was privy' to!'- 
the proceeding's. Mr. Elphinstone, the ■'resii^h.'r^n a^ Pob- 
nah, demanded that Ti^i^m^I^t^ccjee should be given up,' 
Negociations for that purpose were carried on till SepK' 
tember, when he was delivered up, and sent tO ’ the'fort o^ 
Tanhah in- Salseltte, from whence he escaped on the 
12th September 8186, and filed to ' the - territories of the * 
Paishwa, who was required to withhold- from him- aU - 
protection, but - who professed- entire ignorance >oi th^ea - 
place of his concealment. • .i ■

•• lu the latter part of 8185, the Pindar’ries, in two* 
large bodies, crossed the Nerbudda -and eommi(.ted-• 
great - devastat^ions, passing - throipg^^r the va^]^<^e^''^^'; 
Taptee and returning along the God^^lvlyy*. - making - 
good their route to -Nemawur ' wi^h an immense 
collected from the Nizam's territory. ■ .

pindarries.

In
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In ’ 1816 they planned the second expetlT, ■ isn>.
tiou,i and ■ appeared in the d^^^r^ct of Masulipatam 
the 10th March. From ■ this ■ point they shaped their ■ 
course southward, making a march the next day o 

miles, plundering ninety-two ■ villages, ■ com
mitting iii each the most horrid cruelt^i^es. On the ■-^^^^-h, 
after ■ a similar march, they arrived at the civil station 
of Gunt^oor, where, they plundered a- considerable part^ 
of the town and h^ouses of the civil ol^cers. Such wax 
the dread .entertained of those merciless ■ ru^fiians, that. ■ ■' -i ■
the inhabitants of Aniav^ote, a village in the ■ wes5^ 
tern^; district of Guntoor, on their ■approach ■ unEm-'-! 
mously resolved to ■ sacrifice themselves and ’ theii’. 
fami^]^i^(^si^- rather ■than submit to the violation of Jtheir 
wives and ; and when their noble resistance
was ov^^owi^;red ■ by '.the superior ^^.rength of their 
assailants,, they' applied the ' torch to their .habitations, ; 
and^t .pel^i^sho^d^,^, w^th t^heir relations, in the general con-, 
f^i^^ration. ■ , ■ ,

In Decembol 1816 Lord Hastings determined on hos^-- 
tditi^os, for the ■ purpose of exterminating those lawless . 
froebootors. The intent^ion was made known to Scirm > 
diahi.. Opposition was anticipated on the part ■ of Ame.or_. 
Khan, and likewise a pi^obable attempt of the Paishwa 
to c^^n-t^jra^^ the measures the Governor-generah ,

At^: the period oJf this detormination, the unpI^ovoked 
aggressions of Dya Ram and Rugwhunt Sing, Zemin
dars in the Dooab, 'who possessed the two very ■ strong 
forts.'of Hat^j^^ss and MIoorsaun, on the peaceable inhabi
tants ■ of Agra, and the harbm^ir which ■ they affor.ded tp ■ 
thiovos and robbers, 'and tlie total disregard of all the 
eons^^-tuted a^u^t^O^c^Ii^-i^^* induced the Supreme Govoit^*, 
ment to resent their eonduet, ■e^eeially■lWith reference

■ e_ 4 -■ . . -^o.
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isw-iTffl?., t^o the dispM^liii^iVwliicth'-had beeii' Svincef^f'byf-'thi^^:;Faiaji; 
ip; .Rohilt^Und to. -rise' in;^oj^j^<^s^i^!Oon^tOcS 

regulation issi^e^dlb^ Goy^^^Jinmeiit.; . i.
Hal^i^aSs wa^S cdnsidered • the strongest-foj^it-s W

In3^ia, - and was -in perfect' repair.' On 11 th
T^ebr^uary 1817 t^lie place ' was invested by 't^he forces 
under Major-General iMarsball.. After a- ft^u^^l^l^e^ss . ue4 
gbciation -the siege was commenced on t^he 16th t the 
T^^r^t^i^iied - t^own was -taken on the 23d; app1^c^a^GheS 
wefe-.^hen made to the fort- ; The works-.!of; the - bxc^y 
siegers were com^leited on the 1 st Mai’ch', • -and on- the 
follo^ng day forty-two mortars and three .t^I^e^ll(^ll^ng- 
batt^eries of- heavy guns -began to -play bn - the fort. ' In 
the - evei^iipg. a magazine in - the;Tol^ hIe^w'’mlI)->>nDya 
Ram --.made- his retread -in the '.dark^e^^' of, the nightt 
a1id. the rest - the garrison surrend^eiedl.n .R^^whuiit

agreed to -disma^ntle his -fort at the f^^st - summorin. 
Poonali. ' I Early -in March 1817, it was. -ascertained .that Ti^^- 

.b^ckjee, who had escaped from Tannah in S.eptemhef 
1816, was in the Mahadeo hills, makin^i - ejstte^si;!# 
dpvies, of t^roops and raising an . ins^^]^I^^«^1^i^i^I^.-ini-,l^Mt 
n^l^£irte1^.^. The British resident, - Mr! Elo^h^ins^^t^<^#/ de- 
ananded explanation from th^'Pa^is^^w^a^,.- '..whOi pr^h- 

tossed.- to have sent t^r^oops to quell ..t^he^.-.insnrgenf^s. 
'The -''continued preparat^ions of bBajee, .Rao determined 
*the Resident to bring matt^ers; to. an issue. i.. - '•;!.. jlk/i'.aj.iJ

On the 3d .May -1817i having hea^d-of fhe 
tion in Cuttack and the. \hhnlm■Uni^^^ti6ns .t,l^:;y..(^iawk

ib^eang . cut off, - he.determinei.1^o .'W£^i^fi - till-the - 6th; when, 
: -not ■ receiv^g further advice.- from the -Gov-^n-Kfc-jgejn-sraJ, 
'Mi^- Elphinstone demanded - the surrender ; of. Tri^^^li^uck- 
yee, also that three hill-fo^ts -should -be deli-vej^^.d, •llp1ns 
,0ledgl^^5.■.for his being giv^e^^;,!up-.‘-,r-i^^s^tr^uc1ions;awefe 

; v .received

f'
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from- Lord ' Hastings on. .the- . 16th. May^ . ac
tr^^tj^^wras concluded on the . 7th . June by the 
article of which T^i^i^mbuckjee Danglia was renounced.. 
If was.rat^i^fied by Lord-. Hastings on the .'Sth Jul;^;;' .. 
> ' Oir - the. 8th July 1817 Lord Hastings embarked .a 
second time for the Upper Provinces. The. objects - .<ot" 
his Lordship’s measures were the extermination .of-the 
predatory hordes Pindarries from their. haunts .in 
Malwa; and a complete reform of the condition; 
central - India '-(then “ the arena of a general scramble 

for dominii^n”) by -removing all inducements to- 
dal^ory and ambitious adventure. *.1.

The- Governor-general took the . fiel^l- on the- ■ 20tR 
October -I8I7. The centre division o^ the grand, .arniy 
being assembled at - Secunderabad, information - was 
-^^en to Scindiah of t^he. intentions of the British - 
Gov<^i^j^i^e^i^t; and a ■ note was delivered - to him- in 
October 1817^, remonstrating with him for having 
harboured the’ freebooters. Discussions . took plai^^ 
^^he resu^^ of whi^<^^' was a treaty signed on - the 5th 

.- 1817j and ra^l^ified . on the follow^'ng- - day, 
which Scindiah engaged to affo:rd every facility t^o 

the British, troops in their pursuit -, the Pindarries
through his dominions, and to co-oj^p^^^;ate. actively. 
'towi^i^rk-t^heir extinct^ion. He was to'.fh^m^i^sh ..-^1000 
auxiliary horse for, the service of the camp^^ig^i^), and 

-his country and .t^'oops were accordingly. to be 'r^e- 
garde^ as thos^ .^:^ an ally. - - . ? ’ ‘r >• i- .

. In fhe’same month an engagement, was entered 
.into with Ameer Khan,, by -which - the territ^ories he 
held under grants, from the Maharajah H^c^Uar,' were 

■'.g^t^aratteed to him - j the Bjritish Governnient taking 
'tliem-^:^^<^-r their protect^ion, and Ameer Khan disb^mding 
his army, with the exception of such portion as nai^^l^rt

. . be

ras). Tf'\)

„ . .. . .HM-
Pindarnes.
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(

The 
Paisliwa.

I ■

Ix-v^-'
be 'requisite for the inl^ernal' manage^m^i^nt of -his pos*-I 
sessions. , ■ : ' • . . . ?”"■ i .ik
. On the same day that the ' treaty was - Bajeeii -
Rao, the Paishwa, attacked the Pindaxri^es and the' 
British troops at Poonah. The battle Kirkee imihe- 
diately followed. . .

At .the'mo'm^i^tt, when the - arrangements had been - 
made - to drive the Pindarries out of Malwa, in^li-* 
genCe was received by Si:r Thomas Hislop' thatt the 
Paishwa had risen in arms. - Lord ' Ha^st^ings; on' 
hearing this circumstance, - issued - orders fo^r -
Thomas Hislop (who was proceeding' towards Bom-*-' 
bay), to adhere to the -original plan laid down for the 
campaign, and to c^^tinue his advance ' into Malwa. < 
Captain 'Vaughan and his brother were shortly aftert' - 
wards ' murdered by the Mahrattas at Tu^l^l^^eg^a^^m j - ■ 
and Appa Sahib, the Rajah -of Nagpore, after much • ' 
evasion,' joined the 'confederacy - of the Mahfattas? ; r ' 

Nagpore. Host^ilit^i^es commeiaced on the 26th November 1^17* '
by -the Rajah's Arab - infantry ' on the -British ' i
picquet^s. On - the'following day Dr, Nev^^ri ' and -

of the 20th infantry 'fell, and - immediately 
afterwards Mr. Sotheby, the Resident’s' f^i^rst^- assj^i^t^t^i^tt' 
At the moment - that t^he enemy were - seen advi^J^r^ii^g' 
in great numbers, and when the prospect - was’ most 
discouraging, the c^^ttest ' having 'been C^in^^i^'ued dor' 
eighteen - hours, - a brilliant charge of - -cavalry, -undo • 
Captain Fitzgerald, of -the Bengal establishment- who J 
had reserved himsdJf'within the ' Residency - ground,'- 
was em^nei^itly successful in -driving the enemy -hadk ' 
and is one am^^gsit the many gallant exploits recoir^h^T .

- during the campaign. i -' ■’
Strong l’einforcements were - imme<diately 'ordefed^to' - 

Nagpore by Lord Hasting^s. ' Colonel - (j^ahan aind Major 
Pitman
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Pitmanisuccessively 'arrived wi^h. detachments, . and on.: 
the 12th December Brigadier-General Doveton, . wi^h .■ 
the whole of. the second division of ■ the ■ army of ■ the 
Deccam . . '

On the 15th December 1817 terms ■ . of, submission ■ 
were offei^ied to the Rajah Appa Sahib,, .who .'^iltimately 
delivered himsi^]^ up t^o Mr. Jenki:^^; but the troops ■ in 
the Residency and fojrt determined on holding O^t 
aga^^s^ our forces. An attempt on our part . to penetrate ■ 
into the f^^it failed, from the want olf a ■ more . 
battering train .i before . it arrived, the . garrison, on . thes' 
SOl;h December, . evacuated - the fort. - .

.Int^e^^ligence of the Paishwa's defection reaching t^-iie. Hoika-, 
cam]3,o]fE^(^^kar, thd reigning authorities determiu^d, 
onrmarchi^g south, to rally round Bajee .Rao, as • the' 
head of the Mahratla^s. Negociations had .been -carry
ing. on with the Regency ,^]f Holkar. On .the f5th . 
Nove;mb^ir ,,1817,. . Lord Hastings received an ov^i^itu^e 
from- the Regent, Tc^ol^-sheerBhye, oflfeir^^ng to pi^aice 
herse^^^and young Mu^ar Rao . under British protection.- ., 
It wa.s . siupposed that .the ' Bhye wisihed to rid herse^^^, ■
the influence of Ameer Khai.n. At this mome;^it .the , 
camp oif Holkar .was .joined by. Cheetoo, . one of .thes; 
Pindarry chieftains. . i

Sir John Malcolm formed a. jt^^r^c^t^^o^pi, ..with .the force, 
under Sh'T^f^o^mas H^islop on fhe 12th .Dece■^l^l^l^r..and . 
on the 14 ^h ■ma:cc^hed from Oojein .towards . the ' camp of , 
Holkar. Negociations were the . Patan ..ic-hiefs n
weice opposed to . tei^ms, . and imprisoned . the .Bhye,, > 
whom they sh^^ly after murdered on the .banks ,the 
Soo^pra. . , f , , -.-..t ........

On the 20th December Sir Thomas■Hi^^<^0P., det^e^!^^. 'aIahiCpoor; 
mined, to advance, and on .the 21 st the .battle pf Ma- 
hidpoot !was fought; the main attack on the .enemy - 

being
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i8i7-t«i8. b^i^ng'-entrUsted' to'd^lie divisions, which Si^. Jcrliip
‘ Maleolrn ‘had obtained per^mission to lead ■ to-dhh?. 

att^ack, ■'Lieut^enant-Colonel 'Murray MacgregoPd^e^adl 
iii-g" a detachme^lt of that division, consisting .of th& 
Royal Scots. The enemy ' were .. completely defeatedi 
Sir. John Malcolm continued the pursuit witlr hi^suh^g^hib 
diVisioUj and followed up the victoiy^^ .Sir'-iKiilliarfb ■ 
Keir was des^patched ■ by^. Sir Th^omas . H^islpp in- puifi^i^M 
of^^]^^|^■Pindarraes under Che^e^l^c^o* These ma-r^ndersweire 
entirely ■ subdued, and in the ■early pair^-^'oE' T&lSrthey 
successively ■ surrei^t^'^ir^d; Namda Kha^^. on the Sd-M 

t^o Colonel Adam^; ' Wasia■ ,Mah^ome^eU; at. tlifi. 
cam^. ‘of ■ Scindiah, Kurr^eem, and. Cheetoo; t^o^^J^iir J61ut 
Malcolm^ ' . ■ adjl
' These operations led to a peace with ■^cik^il^rina the 
16th January 1818. ; • L- r-..sil(sb

Piishwi. -■ The Pi^i^s^ii^w^i^i after 'his defei^t at Poonah'in,Nb^vetof 
ber ■ 1817^, fled to Sattarah, from whence. ■ he^'a-fc^okt-l, ■ 
northerly direction; and not being ■ j^^in^e^eL•'b}^^a^he ■ 
force '• which he. ■ expected, he 'returned; to ■Ay^^i;toor.'iO» 
the 28th December, and from, -t^hence pl^c^(^ee^e^<^el, 
ohj the direct, road to Poonah,. where ■Coionei^x.^ucf 
commanded. That oCE^i^i^^ having applied -^^or a re.i© 
forcement. Captain 'Staunton, of the Bombay .estahiishc 
ment, was ordered toj^c^inlimi.with abo'iut' , five; hundred 
infantry aiid three ■ hunered ‘ auxiliary hoi^s^tj,.' Inih^i^s 
route he fell in ' with the whole <d’ ■ the Paishwa’s.'foiCe) 
amounting to twenty thousand ■ horse ■ and ■ SLt^e^<uJ^’al;.t^l:y^^-’' 

Korygaum. sand infant^ry^^ at Korygaum. • An . ^^^a^t^iojn took ■ place, 
in ‘..^l^i^ich the mos-t heroic bravery was displayedT^by 
Captain Staunton, who, 'with ■ his handful of. mep; ■. suce 
ceeded in driving off the ■ enemy. Six-oCfic^rs ■ and tuyo 
assisitant-surgeons wwx're ■ ‘.al^^t^hat .;acc^omC)anhie^j,.tM 
detachm^i^t;: of these three were killed and two 

■ wounded.
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wouhded. The fortress of Sai^^rah , ' Was taken pos- 
S^t^i^siic^n* of by Brigadier-GenerU Smith, on the. >Htli 

1818. The Paishwa had succeeded, in, 
ci^^c^in^g^. his pursuers, , and bent his . course nort^^waidt.; 
Notwithstanding Appa Sahib had received - such 
cduntenance and supp^^t at the hands pf' the " Resi* 
dent at Nagpoor, it was discovered, notwithstanding. 
his .solemn engagement to the British Government, that 
he had held out promises of succour.to Bajee Rap j. he,,. 
was . accordingly placed .under ' close arrest ; but con
trived -to . effe^-t his escape in disguise on .the ' 13th 
May, . arid . al^ attempts to trace his were ineffec
tual. On- the; .16th May the Paishwa sent to ■ Sir

John Malcolm (then at Mhow) for the purpose of 
obtaining . .a personal intervi^'^; Sir . John Malcblm 
declined, but despatched two of his otfn^iers with . the 
vakeel .to .‘Bajee. Rao. • On the 31^^ ‘an int^er^view .took 
pla^(B'bet^ween ■ Bajee Rao . ^d Sir .John Malcol^'.J 
when (. . propositions were made, by which Bajee Rao 
wasJ^o .']iel^nquish, for . hims^^^jf and successor's, all right 
4nd title to the government of Poonah, and to proceed 
to. ■Beli^^lres,,; or . any other place in; Hindostan that . the 
GovernoriGeneral . pii-g^^tt. appoint, .with a - pension . of 
nbt .-less than.'eigh^ lacs of rupees .per aunnm. ,On ' the 
§d,^i^i^^'^e assi^i^ited Io ^^hese ploposit^ic^n^^.^: . ',. , 
‘' Kand^e^i^s^^. was; subjugale^e^'; and . Mr. Elp^j^n^^s^one . 
(the . pre^^i^-t’ . govi^i^no^) L^Jis . appointed com^missio.nel 
oft^^lc’coT1^^^^(^^^^<^--^(^rlitbl^i^e^s.',

The whole of the Paishwa's dominions . 'We;le .,■i^I^col- 
polated with the former .conquests- .-of the' ■Bl’^tish 
nation, with the exception . of that .part . fol^^m^^^^a^, . the 
dependant sovi^i^^i^j^j^-ty foir the. Rajah of Sattarah ; ■■ and 
Bajee Bio Bhoosla, the grandson of Ragojee Bhoosla, 

. .succee.ded

Appa 
Saliib.

The 
Paishwa.

f.    
 



Ixx RISE AND PROGRESS or the

i8i«-r82.5. succeeded as Rajah of Nagpore, in t^e room -of the

Lord

fugit^ive Appa ' Sahib. y
By the political measures of Lord Hastings tlil^ 

^^a^^^J'esSions - the ' Nepaulese were repi^^ssed, and a
peace - wi'th that kingdom c^^c]^^(^(^(d; the Pindarry 
association was.- ann^i^l^i^t^f^cd; the Mahratta confederacy 
subverted, and the peace of Central India • seicui^i^c^^; 
whilst the Company's goveirnm^-^^ was fi:^-mly -esta- 

b^^i^shed throughout their extensive empire.
The Marquis -of Hastings quitted the gover^r^raent 

of' India in January 1823. In August of -that year 
Lord 'Amherst reached Calcutta as GoveI^n^tw^■-G^a^r^t^rol. 

Burmese. ^fhe aggr^^ssicus of the Burmese led to the manifesto of 
the Supreme Government on the 21th February 182-1. 
H^ost^ilit^ies immediaitely commi^i^r^f^d: the seapcrt or" 
Rangoon was taken on the -11 th May, l»y a force .u^r^der 
Major-General -Sir Archibald Camp^leel^^* Pr^ome . ..^as 
occupied on - the 26th April 1825. The opei^-ations. at 
Meady took place on the 1 st, 2d, and 5th ' December
1825, when the Burmese, after a brave d^elen^^e, were 
completely defei^i^t^cd; in consequence of which a’ pre
liminary treaty was entered into on the 3d January
1826, at Patanagoh. The principal articles of the treaty 
were the cession of Assam and its depend^e^^c^-^^s^, - the 
four districts of Arracan, and the provinces on, the 
coast of Ten^nassei'im. .The time grant^ed^. for the re
ceipt of the ratif^'cation of -the treaty having expired 
on the 18th January, and the Burman chiefs - continuing 
to act with base duplicity and evasidhm ''no alt^er^j^^l^ive 
appeared to be left - to the- commander of the forces 
but renewal of hostilities, which took place on the 19th, 
and was attended with the complete defeat of the 
enemy and the capture of Melloun.

Bhurtpore. In the early part of 1825, during the opcratiynl) 
' ag-niist
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Aagainst the Burmese, the attention of the Bengal Go- lass-isas.
was drawn to the proceedings at Bhurtpoi^e, 

Doorjun Sal, aided by his brother Madoo Sing, 
■tljtmpit^ted to usurp the right of Bulwunt Sing, their 
cousin, who was a minor and rightful heir to Buldoo 
^ing, the deceased Rajah. All .exertions and inti'eaties 
on the part of the ResideiUt' Sir Charles Metcalfe, to 
induce Doorjun Sal to abstain from the 'course which 
he was pursuing proving fruit^le^ss, oflE’ens.ive operations 
were resolved on ; and General Lord Combermere, who 
arrived in Bengal as comma;nder-i;n-i^]^l^<^:lf in October 
1825, proceeded to Bhurtpore to take the command in 
person of 25,000 of the troops of the Bengal
army, together with a heavy and well^^bmied battering 
train and otlier ordnance. The batteries were erected 
and opened agains-t the outworks on the 25th De
cember ; approaches were made, and operations carried 
on until the 18th of January, on which day, after 
a most vigorous defence on the part of the enemy, the 
breaches were carried by storm, and the forti’ess sur- 
lende;ied unconditionally. Doorju'nt Sal . was made
pi•isoner in an attempt to escape, together with his 
wife, two^- sons, and a hundred and sixty chosen horse. 
This sa:tis:factory intelligence was received in London 

I on the 29th May 1826. The ample preparat^ions 
which were made to effei^it the reduction o^ Bhurtpore, 
left little doubt as to the result. Its fall is important, 
as it will tend to efface the impression created in the 
nainds of the natives by the iU^-^iuccess which attended 
tlie four attempts made in 1805 to storm that fort, 
when the loss of the British army amounted to between 

^three and four thousand men.
1’ _____ ■

• ‘ The forejgoi^i^ig outline .does not touch upon the va- 
- 1 , ' ' rious
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rious measures involved in the interior administrati' > 
of India. The extent and importance of the subjei'; ■ 
connected with that branch . of the Government mr. _ 
in some degree, be inferred from the . documeut^a 
which have, from time to time, been laid before Par
liament, and also, at various periods, printed for the 
information the Proprietors and the public.
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ACCOUNT'S,

By the Charter of King Wi^l^liam in 1688, the Company are 
required to lay before the Privy Council, in the month of 
October in each year, an account of all the goods exported, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain. By 
the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52 (1193), a general statement of the 
Company's affairs, both at home and abroad, is to be annu
ally laid before Parliament. Under the 64th section of the 
Act of the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155 (1813), the Company are 
required to keep distinct accounts of their territorial, poli- 
4ical, and commercial affairs, and the Court of Dii’cctors were 
to frame a plan for such an arri^i^jgement of their accounts, 
for the approbation of the Board '^ff Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India. This plan was approved by the Board on the 
30th June 1814, and was laid ' before Parliament on the 9th 
of May 1816, pursuant to an order of the House of Com
mons. An account of the Court's proceedings under the Act 
of the 51th Geo. Ill, cap. 120 (1811), authorizing the Com
pany to grant additio:nal allowances to owners of certain ships, 
is to be laid before Parliament.

The By-laws of the Company are noticed in every case 
immediately after the Acts of Parliament.

LAWS.
Privy Council.

(1) A Aue accoL^iU and in vc^r^to^ry to lx: delh^cjred to the f’rivy .Ch- J698' 
Council in tha mhath of Octhbct in eoch ocot, of the ghhns exphttcn, ' 
the growth onn pthcluce of Englonn.

Pr^i^n^cipal
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LAWS. -

Ch 1698' 
Wm. 3.

1771.
21 Geo. 3, 

c. 65. 
§ 16.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52. 
§ 126. 
1814.

54 Geo. 3, 
c. 36, 
§ 55.

be 
be

Dii^ectors to lay 
copies of said 
M^counts before a 
General Court

Directors to lay 
beforer^^^li^ment 
certain yearly ac
counts.

Principal and additional Stock.
(2) A book of account of the principal and additional stock to' 

be kept by an accoraptant, and to be by him attested on oath, if re-', 
quired.

(3) The Directors shall cause copies of the ac
counts, directed to be made up for Parliament, to 
laid before the General Court of Proprietors to 
holden next after the same shall be so made up.

Parliament, Accounts
W And be it furtlier enacted, that the Court of 

Directors of the said' Company shall, within the first 
ffc^urteen sitting days next after the 1st day <f May in 
every yea-r, lay before both Houses of Parliament an
account, made up according to the latest .adviices which shall have 
been received, and with as much accuracy as tlte nature of the case 
will admit, of the annual produce, of the revenues of the British terri
tories in India, distinguishing the same under the respective heads 
thereof, at each of their several presidencies or settlements, with the 
amount of their safes of goods and stores within the limits of their 
exclusive trade, and of all their annual disbur^ei^ients within the said 
limits, distinguishing the same under the respective heads thereof,, 
together with the latest estimate of the same, and also the amount of 
their debts abroad, with the rates of interest they respectively carry, 
and the annual amount of such interest, the state of their effects at 
each presidency or settlement, and in China, consisting of ■ cash • and' 
bills in their treasuries, goods and stores, and debts owing to the said 
Company, according to the latest advices which shall have been Re
ceived ther^e^f; and also a list of their several establishments in India, 
and other parts within the limits of their exclusive trade, and the 
salaries and allowances payable by the said Company in respect 
the:^^(^f: And also another annual account, made up to the first day ' 
of May next p^^ceding the delivery thenjolf to Parliament, containing 
the amount of the proceeds of the sale of the goods and mer
chandizes of the said Company in Great Britain, and of their com
mercial and other receipts, charges, and payments in Great Britain, 
under the several heads thereof, together with an estimate of the same 
for the current year, and a statement of their bond debts and simple 
contract debts, with the rates of interest they respectively carry, and 
the amount of such interest, and the state of the cash remaining in 
their treasury, and other effects appertaining to the Compt^i^jrin Great 
Britain or afloi^^; and if any new or increased salaries, estahlisli- 
ments, or pensions, payable in Great Britain, shall have been granted 
or created within the preceding yeai, the particulars thereof shall ti'. 
specially stated and inserted at the foot of such account.

Separation
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Separation qf Accounts.
(5) From and after the passing of this act, the said 

Court of Directors of the said Company shall, and 
tliey are hereby required to direct and order, that the 
books of account of the said Company at their several 
presidencies and settlements in India, at their factory 
in China, at the island of St. Helena, and in all other 
places, as well abroad as in England, be so kept and 
arri^nged, as that the same shall contain and exhibit 
the receipts, disbursements, debts, and assets apper
taining to or connected with the territorial, political,

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 64.

Directors to or
der distinct ac
counts to be kept 
of their ternto- 
rial, political, and 
commercial af
fairs, and to sub
mit a for
such an arrange
ment of their ac
counts to the 
Board, for their ' 
approbation.

and commercial branches of their affairs respective:^;y; and that 
the same shall be made up in such manner, that the said books 
shall contain and exhibit the accounts of the territorial and political 
departments separately and distinctly from such as appertain to or are 
connected with the commercial branch of their affaiir^; and the said 
Court of Directors are hereby required, forthwith after the passing of 
this act, to prepare a plan for an am^i^jgt^ment of the accounts the 
said Company in the manner aforesaid, and to subnet the same to the 
said Board of Commissioners for the -Affairs of India, for their appro
bation ; and it shall be lawful for the said Board of Commissioners 
from time to time to make such alterations and amendments therein, 
and such additions thereto, as they shall think filt; which said plan, 
so approved, altered, amended, or added to by the said Board of Com
missioners, the said Court of Directors shall direct and order to be 
carried into execution. (This plan was apyrroved SQJiJune 1814, and 
laid before Parliame^^t 9th May 1816.)

The j)rincip1e to 
1 - - ■ 
accounts to be 
laid before Par
liament. _ _ _
33 Geo. 3, c. 52. of Parliament, shall be henceforth prepared and ar
ranged in conformity to the principles of separation herein-before 
directed, of the territorial and political branch from the commercial 
branch of the affairs of the said. United Company.

(7) Begulations made by several Governors in India under 37 Geo, 
III, cap. ; 39 and 40 Geo. HI, cap. 79; and 47 Geo. Ill, Sess. 
2, cap. 68; to be laid annually with accounts before Parliament.

■ (8) Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India may require
accounts to be prepared by Directors.

' , Allowances to Ship-Owners. .
(9) Accounts of the Court’s proceedings relative to the grant of 

additional allowances to the owners of certain ships to be laid before 
Parliament.

The principle to 1^6) A^n^d l^e it ftn'tlet^r (^^e sse^v^^r^ell
he attended to in counts required by the said Act of the Parliament 

of Great Britain of the thirty-third year his pre
sent Majesty, to be annually laid before both Houses

1813. ,
53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, §65.

§66

§ 7.

1817.
57 Geo, 3, 
e. 120, §10.
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LAWS.

1820.
1&2, Geo.4,
c._ 61, § 4.

Chap. 1, 
§ 1- 
§ 4.
§ 10.

5 67, & 8-

§ 9.

§ 2.
§ 8.

§ IJ.

§ 5.

Clmp. 6, 
§ 19.

4 ACCOUNTS.

F^r'iz^e-^M^c^n^ey.
(10) Accounts of unclaimed shares of prize-money belonging to 

soldiers or sailors in the Company's service to be delivered to the 
Company on oath.

BY-LAWS.
Alco^i^nts, gnneral, 13<^o^lss of, to lie t^aa^i^ced to 3^0di .'Ppril.
jlccoi^nts la^di liofore laaria^m^i^itt to lie Lidl liofore ^enrral Curtt. 
Accounts to ■ pass Court of Dirnctors -quarterly.
Exports rnd Pr^y^ments, Accounts of, to be kept by clerks to 

Commiittnn of Shipping and Buying.
r^t^d i^f siipi to b^e l^i^jit m

Freight O10icel
-n^t/r^n I0o(ht b^e b^Ell^r^c^d 3^0th A^j^i’il t^r^d liome.
N^e^tt Tjeocee^e^ct of Srale^is, on le/i^ate T^e^r^c^e, r^nd A^j^jjliratO^n of

rll Nett Peqfltt, Account of, to be laid beOorn Geeepa^ Court aeeuallyl

Bicelpts rnd Payments, A^^c^u^nl^ant, his deputy, or person keep
ing journal, to examine all, Ooupteee days after every month.

Sirale of C^t^nprt^i^y', ryfriere jeer ^(^n^J^ur^rK^n to J^Ohi Atpil,, to
be laid befope Quartnply Gennpar Court in the month of De(^embrp 
followieg at Jatrstl

Sopeernnortlons to ofEicers and servants, to be laid brffpe the 
Genepal CoupI.
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ALIf^NS.

At the period of the French revolution the influx of fo
reigners was great; and, as many of them had conducted them
selves in such a manner as to justify suspicion of their inten
tions, Government deemed it expedient, for the security of 
Great Britain, to submit a bill to Parliament, containing va
rious proposed legislative provisions relative to Aliens. Lord 
Grenville accordingly, on the 19th December 1793, brought a 
bill into the House of Lords for that purpose. The bill was 
considered an extraordinary measure, but the country was in a 
situation to render ex^l^raordinary measures necessary. Refe
rence was-made to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the 
overgrown power of Philip the Second agitated and alarmed 
every surrounding nation. It was asserted that many seditious 
writings, as well as forces and secret emissaries, were at work. 
In the Lords, the bill was supported by the Dukes of Leeds, 
Richmond, and Portland, and Lords Carlisle, Spenser, Stor
mont, Hawkesbury, Loug^h^borough, and Grenv^l^<3; and op
posed by the Duke of Norfolk, Lords Lansdowne, Gnildfoi’d, 
and Lauderdi^le;—it passed without a division.

In the House of Commons the measure was more fully 
discussed. Mr. Dundas, on the second reading, stated that many 
of the foreigners who had fled from their country, were liable 
to suspicion, and had been engaged in those very transac
tions of cruelty and outrage, which he was confident none 
could defend; it became matter of still more serious consi
deration, since there had been found men in this country so 
infatuated, as to have adopted those very • principles which in 
the country where they originated had overthrown the con- 

■ stitution, and were inimical to the principles - of every go
vernment. On the occasion of this debate, Mr. Burke made 
his celebrated speec^h; in the course of which he adverted to 
three thousand daggers having been manufactured at Birming- 

B 3 ham.
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the 33d • Geo. Ill, cap. 4, commonly called 
was accoridrngly passed, by which masters of 
from foreign ports, under certain penalt^ies, 
to report the number and names of every

ALIENS.

ham, and to enforce his account threw down one of them on 
the floor of the House, and bid them look to it as a sample of 
the fruits to be obtained by an alliance with France, exclaim
ing, at the same ' time, that he would to the utmost of his 
powerjkeep French infection from our country, their principles 
from our minds, and their daggers from our hearts. It was 
likewise supported by Mr. Pitt, but opposed by Mr. Fox. 
The measure was carried.

The act of 
the Alien Act, 
ships arriving 
were ' required 
foreigner on board to the custom-house ofl^t^t^i^fs. Justices and 
others were appointed to grant passports to such aliens; 
power was given to the King to restrain and send them 
out of the kingdom, on pain of transportation, and, on their 
return, of death. Aliens w^ire required to give in an account 
of the arms which they possessed, and, if necessary, to surren
der the:m; neither could they proceed from one part of the 
kingdom to another without a pa^i^s^t^rr.' Ame^r^t^mients were 
made in the 34th Geo. III. The act was continued in a mo
dified shape, after the peace of Amiens in 1801, and that of 
Paris in 1814. The 56th Geo. III. was the last act which 
passed on the sub^<^(^t: as connected with the United Kingdom: 
it has been designated as the Peace Alien Act.

As respects the British possessions in India, a circum^st^ance 
arising out of the case of two Roman Catholic priests who had 
incurred the censure of their diocesan, and were subsequently 
suspended by him from their functions as priests, at St. Th^c^me, 
caused the subject to be discussed 'at Madras in the year 1814. 
It was determined that the priests should be required to 
depart from the Company’s territories. They ^refused to obey 
the order; in consequence of which they were taken into 
custody under an order of Government. A writ of habeas 
corpus having been obtained, the parties were brought before 
the Supreme Court, where the Advocate-General contended, 
that the Government possessed the power of seizing and de
porting aliens. He was opposed by Mr. Gahaj^j^n; the Chief 
Justice, in expressing his opinion, observed that it might 

be
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«

l>e desirable that Government should have such power, under 
proper modifications, particularly looking forward to the 
possible restitution of the foreign settlements in the neigh
bourhood upon the approaching peace; .but, however desi
rable, it did not appear to him that we possessed ^(t, and 
therefore the party must be discharged. The other two judges 
concurred in such opinion, and the priests were discharged 
accordingly.

The subject was brought to the notice of the - authorities in 
Englai^d; and in the following session of Parliament an act 
was passed, by which the Indian -Governments were respec
tively empowered to remove persons not being British subjects, 
under the following provisions.

J

LAWS. 
Aliens.

Removal of per- (1) Whereas it is expedient that the several govern-
sons not being ihents in the East-Indies should be enabled.to prevent 
Ri-iush subjects. g^j,jgg^(.g foreign S;ates from residing or sojourn
ing within the British territories tliere, against the consent oH such 
governments respi^<^t^i^'^(^l;y; be it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council, and 
to and for the Governor in Council or chielf olBcer for the time 
being of any pnssidisncy, or of any place not being subordintite to 
any presidency under the government of the United Company .of 
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, to cause notice in 
writing to be given to any person, not being a native of any part of 
the British territories in India, or within the limits of the charter of 
the said United Company, other than such natural-born subjects of 
his Majesty as may from time to time lawfully resort - to or reside in 
the East-Indies, to remove himself or herse^^ from such presidency, or 
from all or any part of the British territories in the East-Indies, as 
may be deemed expedient, within a time to be limited by such notii^^e: 
and in case any such person shall not obey such notice, then it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the Governor^General in Council or 
Governor in Council or other chief officer (as the case may be) of the 
place where such person shall be found, to cause such person to be 
apprehended and OrouJght before the court of civil or criminal judi
cature, to the jurisdiction where<^^f such place may be sub^^^c^t; and 
upon pri^i^f^ being made upon oath to the satisfaction of such court, by 
any credible witness swearing to his knowledge or belief, stating the 
ground of such belief, that such person is an alien and the subject of 
a foreign state, and tliat such notice as aforesaid has been served on 

B 4 such
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55 Geo. 3, 
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1815.
55 Geo. S, 

c. 84, §7.

ALIENS.
»

LAWS. such person, either personally or by leaving the same at his dwelling- 
‘ house, - unless such person shall prove that he is a natural-born subject 

of his Majesty authorized to reside in India, or a native of the 'British 
territories in India, or within the limits of the charter of the Com
pany, for the making which proof, reasonable time and opportunity 
shall be^aiowed by the said court, such person shall be remanded - by 
the said court into the custody of the Governor-General, Governor, or 
chielf officer, who shall, as soon as may be, cause such person to be 
removed, in such manner as his or her rank, state, and condition in 
life shall require, ' by the first convenient opportunity, to the country 
or place to which he or she shall belong if he or she shall be willing 
to go thereto, or otherwise to such country or place as the Governor
General, Governor, or officer by whose authority he or she shall have 
been apprehended or shall be detained, shall be of opinion shall be 
most proper, regard being had to the convenience of the person to be 
removed, and the peace and security of the British territories in the 
East-Indies, and of the allies of his Majesty and the East-India 
Company, and of any neighbouring princes or states,; and in the 
meantime, and until such person can be conveniently and properly 
removed, it shall and may be lawful to detain him or her in such cus
tody, or under such guard as the person by whose authority he or she 
shall have been apprehended or shall be detained shall see fit and 
necessary, so as that the person detained may be put to as little incon
venience as shall be, consistent with the object of his or her detention; 
and in case any such person, having removed him or he^^^el^lf in pursu
ance of any such notice, or having been so removed, shall again wil
fully return to any country or place from which he or she shall have 
had notice to remove, without the consent of the- Government or chief 
offcer of the place to which he or she shall so return, it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council, or Governor in 
Council, or chief officer of the place where such person shall be 
found, to cause such person to be apprehended and detained in safe 
custody; until he or she shall be discharged out of custody, upon 
such terms and conditions as the Governor-General in Council, Go
vernor in Council, or other chieif officer at the place where he or she 
shall be detained, shall deem sufficient for the peace and security of 
the British territories, and of the allies of his Majesty and of the East- 
India Company, and of the neighbouring princes and states.

Warrant ^for Apprehension.
(2) It shall be lawful to carry into execution any Warrant or au- 

warrant or authority for the apprehension, detention, thority for ap- 
or removal of any such person or persons as aforesaid, P’'®*’®*’”*’”- 
notwithstanding he, she, or they may be in custody, or delivered to 
bail, or in execution on any civil process, and notwithstanding any 
license, privilege, or protection whatsoever, any law, statute, or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding : provided always, that no British sub

' ject.
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9
ject, nor any native of the British territories in India, or- within' the LAWS. 
limits of the charter of the said Company, shall be apprehended, de
tained, or removed, by virtue of any of the provisions herein con
tained, nor shall any thing herein contained in ' anywise alter or aflfect 
any law' or statute under or by virtue of which any British subject 
may resort to or is restrained from resorting to the East-Inedi^is: pro
vided also, that it shall not be lawful to apprehend, detain, or, remove 
any person being the subject of any foreign state, under or by virtue 
of this act, in any way inconsistent with any treaty made or to be 
made by his Majesty or the East-India,Company, and to the benefit 
of which such person shall be entitled.

    
 



( 10 )

AMERICA.

In the same year (l^TCS) that the policy observed by Great 
Britain towards her North-American colonies, extending at 
that time from the Greenland Sea to the mouths of the 
Mississippi, led to the separation of the Thirteen States from 
the mother country, we have to record the acquisition, under 
the East-India Company, of the E^e^wanny, in Bengal, which 
laid the foundation of that extensive empire in the East, from 
whence we have derived such important political and com
mercial advantages.

The original introduction of the Stamp Act into Ame^rica, 
and the measures consequent thereon, led to a prediction 
that the independence of that country was not far distant^. 
An assembly of delegates met at Philadelphia in ITT^l, at 
which it was agreed to abstain from importing into the Thir
teen States 
the Act of 
course with 
ships.

In 1775,
be free and independent, and their ports open to vessels of 
all nations. At that period the incursions of the Ame^rican 
privateers were so daring, that it became necessary to appoint 
convoy for the purpose of protecting the linen trade with 
Ireland.

Plenipot^ent^iaries were dispatched from America to the 
several European courts of Germany, France, Spain, and 
Prussia, to solicit their assistance. A treaty of friendship and 
alliance between France and America was signed at Paris on 
the 6th February 1778, by which, in the event of England 
breaking peace with France, in consi^<^i^(^i^<^(3,^(^jf the said 
treaty, the latter power and America were to make it a 
common cause. A declaration was sent by France to the 

British

any British goods. That measure gave rise to 
the 16th Geo. Ill, which prohibited all inter- 
the revolted countries either in British or neutral

Congress declared the Thirteen United States to
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British Court, giving notice of the t^-eaty, and expressing a 
hope that the harmony which subsisted between the two 
kingdoms might not be disturbed; at the same time stating, 
that the King of France was determined to protect the com
merce of his subj<ects and to maintain the dignity of his flafg; 
and had, in consequence, taken eventual measures in concert 
with the United States.

Immediately after this declaration, the British ambassador 
was recalled from France, upon which the French' ambassador 
left London.

Those occurrences were shortly followed by a declaration 
of war on the part of Spain against Great Britain.

A negociation had been carried on between America and 
the Dutch, with the intention of fra^i^g a treaty, to be 
termed “ the Union of the Twenty States,” viz, the seven 
Dutch and thirteen American. The discovery of the fact, 
which was not made till 1780, led to a rupture with the Dutch; 
and thus was Great Britain involved in hostilities with the four 
great maritime powers—France, Spain, Holland, and Ame
rica. In the manifesto, dated St. James's the 20th December 
1780, is the following passi^j^tj: In the East-Indies the sub- 
“ jects of the States-General, in concert with France, have 
“ endeavoured to raise up -enemies against us.”

The secret treaty before alluded to between the Dutch and 
Americans was publicly ratified in 1782. In that year the 
nation had become earnestly desirous of peacie; and the sub
jugation of America appeared to be a vain attempt. Mr. 
Grenville was accordingly sent to Paris with fuU authority 
to treat with all the powers allied against Great Britain, 
including an acknowledgment of the independence of the 
United States. A provisional treaty with A^merica was 
signed at Paris on the 30th November; in the month of 
January in the following' year (1783), preliminary treaties 
of peace between France, Spain, and Great Britain, were 

'signed, and that with the Dutch in the month of Sep-, 
tember.

The French port^ of Dunkirk and L’Orien't^ Bayonne, 
and Marseilles, were permitted to remain free ports; prin
cipally with the view of retaining as much as possible the 

X\merican
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American trade: the vessels of tlie United States were like- 
'wise permitted to touch at the French islands of Mauritius 
and Bourbon, for the purpose of disposing of and purchasing 
Indian produce.

In the year 1784, the first American vessel with East-India 
goods arrived at New Yorli; in the following year the Ameri
can flag was first displayed at Canton in a vessel from Bal
timore. Teas, china-ware, &c., were imported by her into 
the United States.

In the year 1789, the American ship Chesapeake was allowed 
to enter the Ganges on favourable terms, and the intercourse 
continued without material interruption till the war broke out 
between Great Britain and France in 1793. The latter power 
attempted to procure the ' produce of her We^st-India pos
sessions on neutral bottoms, and the flag of the United States 
was , made available for that purpose. An Order in Council 
was issued for securing and detaining all vessels having on
board the produce of the French coloniesi This measure led 
to the detention of ‘so many ships belonging to A^^^^t^i^icans, 
that Congress laid an embargo, in 1794, upon • all British 
vessels then in their ports, and despatched M. Say to seek 
at the hands of the British Government redress of the griev
ances complained of on the part of the citizens of the Unit^ed 
States.

The explanation afforded to that gentleman by the British 
Government, through Lord Grenville, then secretary of state 
for foreign affairs, paved the way for the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation, whicli wsis signed by that noble
man and M. Say in November 1794. By the thirteenth 
article .of the treaty, American vessels -were to be admitted 
and hospitably received into all the ports of the British 
territories in the East-Indies, and to be allowed to trade in 
all articles, the importation or exportation of- which were 
not prohibited, paying only the . same tonnage duties as were 
paid by British ships on entering the ports in Americii; like-" 
wise the same duties on goods imported or exported by them, 
as were paid on the like goods imported or exported in 
British vessels. Americans were to carry the articles
exported by them from the British ports in India to America 

* only 5

    
 



AMERICA.

> “

only; and when Great-Britain was engaged in' war, the«£ 
were not to export any military or naval stores without theA 
sanction of the British authorities in 'India. Neither were 
they to enter into the coasting trade of India, or to settle in 
the British territories, or to travel into the interior^ without 
the permission of the Government at each place.

To this treaty, which was confirmed by the act- of the 
37th Geo. Ill, cap. 97; to -the belligerent state of Europe; 
and to the neutral ' character possessed by the Americans, 
which' enabled them to navigate more cheaply, more expedi
tiously, and with - greater safety - than the British merchant, 
is to be attributed their advantage and success in the Indian 
trade. , '

The provisions of the 37th Geo. Ill, -cap. 97, were conti
nued by subsequent acts to the year 1808. The resistance 
by the American frigate Chesapeake to a - search for British 
deserters having occa;sioned the loss of some - lives, a prohi
bition was issued by the American Government against British 
armed vessels entering the harbours and waters of the United 
States. In March 1809 the Non-Intercourse Act with Great 
Britain and France was passed. In 1811. the a^t prohibiting 
the importation of British manufactures or merchandize took 
place; and in June 1812 war was - declared against Gre^a^l^lSri- 
tain, which continued until D^ec^ember ; on the 24th of
which month a treaty of peace was signed between the British 
and American plenipc^t^e^nt^^aries at Ghent. A convention of 
commerce was signed on the - 3d July 1815, tlte provisions of 
which were to continue - for four years from that date; the 
third article of which provides- as follows :

“ His Britannic Majesty agrees that the vessels of the United 
States of America shall bq admitted, and hospitably received 
at the principal - settlements of the British dominions in the 
East-Indies, viz. Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of 
Wales’ Island; and that the citizens of the said United 
States may freely carry on trade between the said principal 
settlements and the said United States, in all articles of 
which the importation and exportation respectively, to and 
from the said territories, shall not be entirely prohibii^t^d: pro
vided only, that - it shall not be lawful for them, in any time -of 
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a

war between' the ■ British Government and any State or 
Power whatever, to export from the said territories, with
out ■the special permission -of the British Government, any 
military ■ stores, or naval stores, or rice. The citizens of the 
United States shall pay for their vessels, when admitted, no 
higher or other duty or charge than shall be payable on the 
vessels of the ■ most favoured European and they
shall pay no higher or other duties or charges on the impor- 
talion or exportation of the cargoes of the said vessels than 
shall be payable on the same articles, when imported or 
exported in the vessels of the most favoured European 
nations.
“ But it -is expressly agreed, that the vessels of the United 
States shall not carry any articles from the said principal 
settlements to any port or place, except to some port or 
place in the United States of America where the same shall 
be ■ unladen.
« It is also understood, that the permission granted by this 
article- is not to extend ’ to allow the vessels of the United 
States to carry on any part of the coasting trade of the said 
British terriiti^i^ii^is; but the vessels of the United States hav
ing, in -the first instance, proceeded . to one of the said prin
cipal settlements of the British dominions in the East-Indies, 
and then, going with their ■ original cargoes to - any part 
thereof, from one of the said principal settlements to ano
ther, shall not be considered as carryinjg on the coasting 
trade. The vessels of the United States may . also touch 
for refreshment, but not for commerce, . in ■ the course of 
their voyage to or from the British territories in India, or 
to dr from the dominions of the Emperor of China^ at the 
Cape of Good Hope, the island of St. Helena, or such 
other places as may be in the possession of Great-Bi-i^t^ain, 
in the African or Indian sea^; it being well understood that 
in all that regards . this article, the . citizens of the United 
States shall be subject, in all respects, to the laws and' 
regulations of the British Government, from time to time 
established.
“■ Art. IV. It shall be free for each of the two contracting 
parties respectively to appoint consuls, for the protection of 

“ trade,
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trade, to reside in the dominions and territoi'ies of the other 
pair^tf; but before any consul shall act a^ such, he shall, in 
the usual form, be ' approved and admitted by the govern- 
m.^nt to which he is sent;; and it is hereby declared, that in 
c^e of illegal or improper conduct towards the laws or 
government of the country to which he is sent, such- consul 
may either be punished according to law, if the laws will 
reach the case, or be sent back, the offended government 
assigning to the other the reasons for the same.
“ It is hereby declared, that either of the contracting par
ties may except from the residence of consuls such particular 
places as such party shall judge fit to be so excepted.”
On the ISOth of October 1818, a fuller convention was

signed, explanatory of and arr^i^^ing the differences which 
had arisen respecting liberty claimed by the United States for 
the inhabitants thereof to take, dry, and cure fish, &c., on 
certain coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks of his Britannic 
Majesty’s dominions. By this convention, the term of four 
years, to which that of 1815 was confined, was extended to 
the term of ten years from the said 20th October 1818.

The act of the 59th Geo. Ill, cap. 54, was passed to 
carry into effect the provisions of the convent^^^; by the sixth 
section of which American vessels are permitted to clear out 
from any port in the United Kingdom for the British settl^e- 
ments in the E^t-Indies, subject to the same regulations as 
British vessels.

)

LAW^.
(1) And whereas it is<^dpedi(^nt that vessels i^i^it t 

in the countries belonging to the United States of 
America, or any of them, or condemned as prize there, 
and being owned and navigated as dereinbefore-men- 
tioned,* should be allowed to clear out from any part of

Vessels ofAtne- 
ri can-built al
lowed to dear 
out for British 
settlements in 
India.

the United Kingdom, for the principal settlements of the British domi
nions in the East-Indies, viz. Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of 
Wales’ Island, with any articles which may be legally exported from the 
United Kingdom to the said settlements in British-built shii^^; be it 
therefore enacted, that all vessels built in the said United States of 
America, or any of them, or condemned as prizes there, and being 

owned
* Master and three-fourths of the mariners to be subjects of the said states.

1819.
59 Geo. 3, 
c. 5^4, § 6.
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LAWS, owned and navigated as herein-before mentioned, shall be allowed to 
---- t (cleirr <^ut fr<^m j^ort rt^e l^nitedlCn^j^i^'^m oor dm oolloivang j)rin- 

cipal settlements of the British dominions in rhe Easi-Indies, viz. Cal
cutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, with any goods, 
wares, or merchandize, which may be legally expofied from iht 
United Kingdom to the said settlemenrs in British-built vessels, sub
ject to the like rules and fegularions, fesiriciions, penalties, and for- 
ftirufes as are now by law imposed upon the exportation of such 
goods to the said settlemenis in Bfitish-buiit ships, any law, custom, 
or usage to the contrary noiwiihstanding.
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ANNUITII^S.

By the 10th of Wm. III. a new East-India Company was 
establi^:^^id; the union between the old and the new Companies 
took place in 1702. The new Company had advanced to the 
Government, at the time of their incorporation, the sum of 
^^2,000,000, at eight per cent, interest, payable quarl^i^iriy; in 
1708 the Joint Company lent a further sum of £^1,200,000 
without inter<^‘^li: thus the loan to Government was £3,200,000, 
bearing an interest on the whole of ^5 per cent. In 1730, 
the Company consenting to the interest being reduced from 
five to four per cent., and paying the sum of £^2^00,000 to the 
public, the exclusive trade was continued to them until 1766. 
In 1744 the Company agreed to lend £^1,000,000 at three per 
cent, to the Government, on their exclusive trade being con
tinued to 1783. In 1749 the Company consented to a re
duction in the interest on the £^4^,2^00,000 from four to three 
per cent., on condition that they were empowered to raise 
money towards the discharge of their bond debt by the sale of 
three per cent, annuities to the amount of the debt due from 
the public to the Company. The sum of £^2^,992,440. 5s. was 
raised, the dividends on which were paid at the East-India 
House, Government allowing the Company £^1,687 per'annum 
for charges of mani^'^i^i^^iQt: these, together with £^1,207,559. 
15s., being the residue of the debt of £^4^,^00,000 from the 
public, form the East-India Annuities, which, by the Act of 
the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 47, were placed under the management 
of the Bank, and engrafted on the Three per Cent. Reduced 
Annuii^ii^i^. By the same Act the Company was allowed to 
increase their capital stock from five to six millions.
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APPEAI.S.

13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63.

§ 36.

21 Geo. 3, 
C7O.

The right of appeal forms a most important part of every 
well-devised system of legal administir^tii^n; it guards against 
the injury which might be inflicted by unjust decisions of 
inferior courts of primary jui’isdiction, whether arising from 
error in judgment or any less venal cause, at the same time 
that it is calculated to maintain regularity and enforce duty. 
In England, appeals lie. from the lowest court, as well as 
from Courts Baron and County Courts, to tlie Courts of 
Record at Westmi^s^t^t^r: and from those courts and the 
Court o^ Chancery to the one great court of appeal, ■ the 
House of Lords, which is described by Blackstone in the 
following ter;^s: “ it is the last resort, in matters both of law

and equity, and which will, therefore, take care to preserve 
an uniformity and equilibrium among all the inferior juris
dictions—a court composed of prelates, selected for their 
piety, and of nobles, advanced to that ■ hon^i^u'. for their 
personal mei'it, or deriving both honour and merit from an 
illusirlous train of ancestors, who are formed by their edu
cation, interested by their property, and bound upon their 
conscience and honour to be skilled in the laws of their 
country.”
The act of 1^73, commonly called the Regulating Act, 

authorized the establishment of a Supreme Court of Judica
ture. for the administration of British laws in India, and 
provided at the same time for investing the Governor General 
and Council with powers to make such rules, ordinances, and 
regulations for the good government of, the Company’s pos
sessions as they might judge to be expedient. ■ By the Expla
natory ■ Act of 1781, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
was more accurately defined, with a reservation of the laws 
and usages of the natives.—{Vide Courts of Judicature.)

Many rules and orders were passed by Government from 
1772; but it was not until 1793 that the^ existing code of regu- 

. lations
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lations for the administration of justice in the provinces sub
ject to the presidency of Fort Wil^liam was introduced. The 
Regulations for Madras and Bombay are likewise framed into 
separate codes and printed.

Appeals lie from the inferior native courts to the Sudder 
De^wanny Adawlut,* and from thence to the King in Council, 
in civil suits, the value of which shall be or upwards.
By the act of 1813, British subjects in suits commenced 
against them in any subordinate civil or revenue court of jus
tice, instead of- appealing to the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, 
may appeal to the Supreme Court. Appeals lie from • the Su
preme Courts of Judicature -to the King in Council. No 
appeal is to be allowed unless the petition for that pur
pose is preferred within six months from the day of pro
nouncing the judgment or determination complained of. In 
appeals from Bengal and Madras, the value of the matter in 
dispute must exceed 1,000 pagodas; and from Bombay, 3,000 
rupees.

It has already been observed that, by the act of 1713, the 
Governor-General and Council are empowered to make such 
regulations as they shall see fit for the government of Fort- 
W'^i^^l^i^am, and the factories and places subordinate to it, such 
regulations not being repugnant to the laws of the realm; 
neither are they to have any force or effect until they have 
been duly registered and published in the Supreme Court 
of Judicature. From such rules and regulations an appeal 
lies to his Majesty in Council, who is empowered to set 
aside or repeal such rules, &c. Notice of the appeal is to 
be lodged in the Supreme Court within sixty days after the 
register of the regulation; and it is open to ■ any person in 
England to appeal, in like manner, within sixty days after the 
said regulation shall have been published in England. Copies 
of such rules and regulations are to be exposed in some' con
spicuous place in the East-India House. -
’ A case occurred on the ^^th February 1824, when ■ Mr. 
Buckingham, the appellant, presented a petition to his Ma
jesty in Council against a rule, regulation, and . ordinance, 

c 2 issued
• Chii^lT Civil Court.

i

ssG^i^o. .3, 
c. 155;
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issued at Fort William on the 4th April 1823, for regu
lating the press at Calcutta.

The appeal was argued at great length on Monday, the 23d 
May 1825i before a Commission of the Lords of the Privy 
Council, consisting of

The Earl of Harrowby, Lord Presii^h^in;
The Lord Chancellor,
Lord Teignmouth,
Lord Colchester,
Lord Stowell,
Lord Bexley,
Lord Gilford, Master of the Rolls,
The Lord Chie:f Justice of the Court of King's Bench,
The Lord ChielT Justice of the Court of Common Pleas,

- The Lord ChieiF Baron,
The Right Hon. C. W. W. Wynne,
The Right Hon. Sir John Nicoll,
The .Right lion* John Beckett, Judge-Advocate,
The Right Hon. John Sulivan,
The Right Hon. Sir Henry Russell,
The Right Hon. W. H. Freemantle,
The Right Hon. Sir George Wa^i^render, Bart.

A^ssess^^s to the Lords' Cio^^^ttee,
His Majesty's Attorney-General,
His Majesty's Solicitor-General.

Counsel ^or the Appellant,
Mr. Common Serjeant,
Mr. John Wdliams.

Counsel j^or the 'Eas:-India Company,
Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet,
Mr. Serjeant Spankie,
Mr. Brougham, '
Mr. Tindal.
The following is an extract from the arguments urged by 

Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet in support of the ordinance:—"
“ My Lords, is it argued (for that is the way to try it) 

“ that the subject which has been considered as a fit sub- 
“ ject of legislation in India (the press), has, by the Parlia- 
' “ ment
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ment of England, by any public law, been declared to be 
free and unrestricted, and not a fit subject for legislation 
even in England? I can find nothing of the kind; but I 
can find that, from the earliest time since printing was 
introduced into this country down to the latest period, 
restrictions have been imposed by the authorities which for 
the time were supposed to have a control over it, without 
the aid of Parliament, and subsequently by the Parliament 
itself; therefore, as I apprehend, it has been considered in 
this country as a subject not wholly exempted from restric
tion. I need not call your Lordships’ attention to the state 
of things at an early period, especially in the reign of Eliza
beth!^'—perhaps it might be said that those restrictions were 
imposed by a court, the authority of which is no longer 
admit^i^i^d; but they were enforced by a court supposed to 
have the controlling power at that time over the subj^n^t;; 
and when the power of that court ceased, the regulations 
imposed by the Commonwealth were certainly as strict, in 
all respects, as any thing that is to be found among the 
restrictions of the preceding reigns, or is now sought to be 
introduced with respect to India. The same power of 
licensing every species of work, the same power of search, 
and every strict power which your Lordships could well 
imagine, you will find in the various regulations in Scobell. 
It would be a waste of your Lordships’ time to refer to them, 
particularly as you are well acquainted with them; they 
occur among the ordinances for the years 1643, 1647, 1649, 
and 1652, in which periods regulations were made, certainly 
by authority, which we no longer recognize, because it was 
during the Commi^i^v^w^i^ltli; but no sooner did the Restora
tion take place, than you find that all the regulations com
prehended in those ordinances were adopted by a statute 
of Charles II, which statute was in force for a considerable 
length of time. That statute expired, and was again revived, 
and the^’e- were many discussions respecting the renewal of 
it; but it was at length suffered to expire, as we all know, 
in tlie year 1697, or somewhere thereabouts.
“ But give me leave to ask, my Lords—independently 

“ of the regulations of comparatively an ancient date, whether 
c 3 “ there
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there ane hot subsisi^i^i^jg at' this moment, consistent with 
the law of England, restrictions upon printing, o^' a very 
high and impoi-tant nature—-limited, it ■ is true, with re
spect to their particular ' subjects, but just as much the 
law of the land as ' if they extended to any other matters? 
We .all know what are called prerogative copii^ss;. we 
know that translations . of the Bible, that translations of the 
Psalms, that the Book of Common Prayer, the Statutes 
of the realm, proclamations, and other acts of the state— 
that none of these can be printed but under the license 
of his Maji^i^sty; we know that the King’s printer and the 
Universities have that privilege; and we also know that 
there are restrictions imposed by recent statutes* upon 
printing and printing presses, extending to other subjects 
besides those which I have particularly mentioned. Those, 
my Lords, are restriictions imposed by the latv, because such 
regulations have been found necessary, and were thought 
applicable to the particular exigencies which occasioned 
them.” '
Mr. Serjeant Spankie, in support of the power of the Bengal

'Government to make such regulation, made the following 
remai!^!^:—

“ I have found instances in which, by his Majesty’s prero
gative, colonial acts have been disallowed, sometimes as 
being unreasonable, and sometimes for encroaching on the 
royal authority; but I find no objection made to the 
legal competence to enact those regulations which were 
necessary for the safety and protection of the colony, in' 
matters, and some of a very high nature, where the law 
of England furnished none, or inadequate re^^i^ii^S!; the 
examples of colonial legislation on which, under the advice 
of its law officers in the . particular instances, and not pass
ing sub silentio, are extremely various, comprehending the 
subjects already specified, and indeed a great variety of 
others. Some are rather curious. I recollect a ca^i^-f froffi 
the island Barbadoes, in which the legislature had gone 

“ so

*

• S8 Geo. Ill, c, 78, and 39 Geo. Ill, c. 79. 
f 2 Chalmers; 38, 39.
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so far as to enact, that if any person should bid at any 
auction for an estate, being unable 'to pay for 'it, he should 
be imprisoned for twelve months; that at the expiration 
of the term of his imprisonment he should stand in the 
pillory, and have his ears cut off. This is pretty str^ing; 
and certainly the law of England had no corresponding 
provision for such a case. Sir Edward Northey, the attor
ney-general of that time (1717), was consulted about this 
and other acts of the Assembly of Barbadoes. He notices 
this act, as imposing, what he calls, rather a singular, and 
severe punishment, for the offence of bidding at an auction 
without having money to pay for the goods; ‘ bu't,’ con- 
eludes he, ‘ as this punishment is only for those who know 
‘ their own inability, I have no objection to it.’ ”
“ This instance may serve, and many similar might be 
adduced, to shew that the meaning of the qualification not 
being repugnant to the laws of England is, that laws to be 
made by the colonial legislatures shall not contradict the 
laws of England in cases for which the law of England hiis 
provided, for that wovdd be a power to repeal the laws of 
England. They shall not introduce any thing so absurd . 
as a conflictus Icjum, by the inferior legislature enacting 
any thing contrary to what the supreme legislature has 
enacted in the same matter. They shall not enact any ' 
thing tbap is contradictory and repugnant to the general 
laws and statutes of the realm, meant for universal appli
cation, and founded on principles of permanent imperial 
policy. But where the law of England is silent, where 
local circumstances demand local remedies, where the ends 
of good order and -civil government require new laws, the 
local legislative power is competent to enact such laws for 
the public safety, and the legislative authority was granted 
to afford a prompt and present remedy - in unforeseen cases, 
for which the laws of England had not provided.”

- The following extracts are also given from the arguments 
of the learned Serjeant before the Privy Council, and they 
are entitled to every consideration from the fact of Ser
jeant Spankie having resided some years at Calcutta, filling 
the high of^ce of Advocate-General, consequently fully qua- 

c 4 lified
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.. “

lified to form a jast opinion as to the effects to be anticipated 
from a free and unrestricted press in India.

“ I think the government of India acted on solid grounds 
in establishing this restr^^;^it of printing, when they saw 
the consequences to which the freedom of the press, as it 
was exercised in Calcutta^ was tending. What, my Lords, 
can you think of having three or four daily papers, in a 
place which could hardly furnish news for a paper in the 
course of a month, filled with political essays and disqui
sitions? Yet, in the rage for this novelty, daily papers 
sprang up in all shapjes,—all languages. The government 
was attacked, its measures arraigned, the , individual mem
bers were attacked, the judicial system was attacked, every 
department and office of administration was attacked. In 
such a society as Calcutta, your Lordships fnay conceive the 
unsocial spirit and contentious habits which were produced. 
The happiness and good-humour of the place were de
stroyed. People unaccustomed to such contests, were irri
tated by public charges in a degree hardly to be conceived 
here. It was necessary for _ the peace of society, my Lords, 
to adopt this regulation, to suppress such an intolerable 
nuisance, and give the inhabitants the benefit of quiet and 
ordinary life,
“ But, my Lords, the inconvenience experienced by private 
society, though no slight evil, was nothing tUsthe danger 
with which, as the press was exercised, its licenltiousness 
was pregnant to the safety and permanence of the British 
power in India. No rational man, I am convinced, can 
seriously think that, consistently with duty to itself and the 
dictates of self-preservation, the government of India could 
have allowed the unrestrained freedom of printing to cons 
tinue.
‘‘ It is a government which rules over an innumerable people, 
of a different religion, of different character, of different habits, 
as different in mind as in body, from ourselves. They are 
placed under our rule, with nothing but power and opinion 
to protect us. We have claims to the allegiance of the 
people, and to their support of our government, as better 
than the Mahomedan usurpation which it has superseded; 

“ but.
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«c

but, with all the advantage of that comparison, a foreign 
dominion like ours cannot be quite secure, in such a com
parison, upon a question of right with the people we govern 
as a conquered people, without their choice, their partici
pation, their natural sympathies.
“ I believe that in the government of India there is the 
strongest and most sincere disposition to protect the person 
and property of every indi^dual under its rule, and to 
govern by fixed law, and not by arbitrary discr^t^ic^n; but 
there is nothing that can give to the people, the natives of 
that vast empire, that strong and warm affection and attach
ment to us which can naturally influence them to rise and 
take up arms in our defence. The most that can be said 
for it is, that while our government continues to respect 
the prejudices of the natives, and to perform the duties of 
government in promoting their interests (purposes, on the 
whole, better secured now than for many centuries of their 
past history), the people of those countries will patiently, 
contentedly subtmt: they will not think of changing our 
foreign dominion for national government. If, however, 
they are taught the principles of ltberty—tf they are to be 
taught that a people ought not to submit to a foreign yoke— 
that they ought to be governed by laws of their own enact
ing, and to pay taxes of their own imposing, by themselves 
and their representatives, and to enjoy all the privileges of 
a free goverm^^i^t: things which a free press (in the sense 
of the advocates of a free press, as desired by the • friends 
of a free press in India,) would naturally have taught and 
enforced—the British government of India must give way 
to some new and untried state of existence, calamitous to 
the people of that country. As matter of argument and 
debate, the advocates of the government of India could 
have little to urge in answer to such topics of popular 
seductive declamation. The people of India, indeed, enjoy 
under our protection the substantial blessings of practical 
good government. They enjoy, without any exception, 
the advantages of protection for person and property. 
They have that which they^ never enjoyed before—a full 
sense of security for property. Through your equal pro

tecting
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if

“ tecting' authority, -they may ■ now be wealthy without 'danger, 
“ a thing almost unknown in Asiatic countries. The people 
“ now feel that perfect security, they have ceased to hoard 

and conceal. This is a notorious fact, and it shews, beyond 
a thousand arguments, and in refutation of a .thousand de
clamations, the practical benefits of the . British power to the 
people of -that country. That great change in the state 
of an As^^t^ti;. people shews that the government is good, 
and that the government possesses the confidence of -its 
subjects.”
The . argument lasted from eleven till half-past four o'clock.

A report was made to the King, as the opinion of their Lord
ships, that the prayer . ought not to be complied with; which 
decision his Majesty was pleased, by and with the advice of 
his Privy Council, to confirm on the 14th June 1825.

An APPEAL is likewise provided for in the case of the Court 
of Direc^l^ors, who may petition his Majesty in Council if they 
consider that the Board of Commissioners have exceeded 
their powers, by issuing orders and instructions which do 
not relate to points connected with the civil or military go
vernment or revenues of the Briti.sh territories or possessions 
in Ind^^; or by expunging, varying, ■ or altering any despatches 
proposed by the Court of ^:^r^e^(^l^ors, which do not relate to 
such points. His Majesty, on such petition, is to decide how- 
far the said ordinance, &c. be or be not connected with the 
civil or military governments or revenues, which decision is to 
be final and conclusive. An instance of appeal under the 
foregoing provisions occurred in the year 1815, in the case of 
Major Hart, formerly of the Madras establishment. That 
officer had been commissary of grain to the ai-my commanded 
by General Harris, which proceeded gainst Sering^r^f^s^l^am 
in 1799. On the 16th April in that year, during the siege, an 
alarming deficiency was discovered in the quantity of grain 
then supposed to be in camp, he 'having reported that there 
was only suf^^iient for the fighting men of the army for eigh"-' 
teen days, at hal^ allowance, and the deficiency in the markets 
of the camp amounted to famine. On the 22d of that month 
Major Hart stated that he had in his possession a quantity of 
private rice, which he had provided for the eventual con

sumption
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sumption of tHe followers in his department, which, he wished 
to sell • for the use of the army. The Commai^i^i^i^-^h^-^ich^^ir 
ordered 106,000 seers of such rice to be taken by Major Hart 
on account of the public service, but no agreement as to 
price, &c. was made. Major Hart's conduct was impugned 
with reference to the trans^t^tit^n; he was suspended from the 
service by Earl Powis, then Governor of Madras, with the 
privity and direction of the Marquis Wellesley, then Governor 
General; and, on consideration of the subject at hdme, in 
March 1801, the Court removed him from the Company's 
service. Notification of this resolution was- sent ' to Madras, 
and instructions were likewise given to reimburse him in the 
full cost and charges of the rice. Madras government
referred to the Court for further • directions as to the rate of 
reimbursement. A despatch was accor^.^^jgly prepared, direct
ing the Madras government, on Major Hart, or his attorney, 
producing satisfactory vouchers to shew the prime cost, and 
of whom purchased, with all charges thereupon previous to 
its delivery for the public use, to cause the amount to be paid, 
with simple interest thereon at eight per cent, per annum. The 
Board of Commissioners altered the despatch, and ordered one 
rupee per seer to be the rate at which reimbursement was to
be made. This was considered by the Court of Directors as 
a most exorbitant rat^^ ;• one, ' indeed, only conceivable in a 
state of excessive famii^t^; they accordingly - made a repre
sentation to the Board. The Board adhered to their view 
of the subject, and ordered the para.graphs to be sent 
out. The Court, in the mean time, took the opinion of 
counsel as to the right of the Board to direct the trans
mission oif the paragraphs to Indi^; which - opinion supported 
the Court’s objections. The matter rested till the year 1815, 
when the Court were called upon either to transmit the para
graphs to India, or appeal to his Majesty in Coun^ii; other
wise, the Board would consider themselves compelled to take 
the necessary steps for enforcing the transmission of the para
graphs. The Court resolved not to send the paragraphs, 
unless it was judicially deiermined that they were precluded 
from exercising their discretion. On the 8th June 1815, a writ 
of mandamus was moved for in the Court of King’s Bench;

cause
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cause was. shewn, on the part of the Court of Directors, by Mr. 
Serjeant Lens, Mr. Park, Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet, and Mr. 
Spankie, why a writ .of mandamus should not issue. The Bench 
decided that there was matter for appeal to the Privy Council. 
The Privy Council accordingly met on the 28th July ISD, 
and the Court’s petition having • been read, the appeal was 
opened by Sir Arthur Piggot^t; who, after claiming . far the 
Company the privilege of being heard by two counsel, entered 
into -a review.oif the case. The Privy Council adjourned to Wed
nesday, the 2d August, on which day Sir Samuel Romilly argued 
the case on behallT of the Company, and Mr. Leach on the part 
of the Board of Commissioners. The Privy Council adjourned 
to the 5th August. On the 27 th November the Report ' of the 
Council, dated the 17th of that month, was laid before the 
Prince Regent; when. his Royal Highness decided, by and 
with the advice of his Privy Council, that the parag^raphs, as 
altered by the Board, did relate to points connected with the 
military government of the British territories and acquisitions 
in India and the revenues thereof, and that the Commission
ers had power to vary, alter, or expunge the same. On the 
26th January 1816, on the motion of the
the Court of King’s Bench made the rule for the mandamus 
absolute. The mandamus was served upon the members 
present at a court held on Wt^c^r^e^sday the 14th February; on 
the 21st of that month, the Court adopted a unanimous reso
lution of protest against the propriety of the orders which 
they were required to send out. On the 20th March, the 
same was communicated to the General Court, when the whole 
of the papers relative to the case of Major Hart were ordered ■ 
to be printed for the Proprietors; who, on the . 16th April 
1817,' unanimously approved of the course ■ pursued by the 
Court of ^i^r^e^c^t^o^rs. .    
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LAWS.
From Provincial Cour^ to Supreme Court.

’ (1) The Supreme Court of Judicature shall hear and
determine any suits or actions whatsoever of any of

- his Majesty's subjects, against any inhabitant of India 
residing m any of the said king^c^<^m*s or provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, or Orissa, or any of them, upon any 
contract or agreement in writing ■entered into' by any

Limitation of 
actions before Su
preme Court.
Smts may origi
nate in said Tturt, 
or be brought by 
appeal from Pro
vincial Courts.
of the said inhabitants with any of his Majesty’s said subjects, where 
the cause of action shall exceed the sum of five hundred cur^^nt 
rup(^(^!j; and where the said inhabitant shall have agreed in' the said 
contract^ that, in case of dispute, the matter ' shall be heard and deter
mined in the said Supreme Coui^t; and all such suits or actions may 
be brought, in the first instance, before the said court, or by appeal 
from the sentence of any of the courts established in the said pro
vinces, or any of them.

From Supreme Cour^ to King in Council.
Appeal may be (2) In case any person or persons whatsoever shall 

made to his' Ma- think himself, herself, or themselves, aggrieved by 
jesty in Council. judgment or determination of the Supreme Court
of Judicature to be established as aforesaid, he, she, or they shall 
and may appeal from such judgment or determination to his Majesty 
in Council, his heirs or successors, within such time, in such manner 
and in such cases, and on such security as his Majesty, in his said 
charter, shall judge proper and reasonable to be appointed and pre
scribed.—(Vide Charter of Justice, p. 35, 36, and 37.)

Appeals may be 
raade foir theKing 
i ”, *
way repeal rules. 
A copy of all re
t ■ ■ ■
affixed in the In
dia-House.

From Rules, Ordinances, and Regulations, issu<^ti bty Governor
General and Council to the King.
(3) It shall be lawful for any person or persons in 

_ India to appeal therefrom to his Majesty, his heirs or 
in Council, who successors, in Coyticil, who are hereby empowered, if 

A*copy of ail r^e-' think fit, to set aside and repeal any such rules,
gnlations to be ordinances, and regulations respectively, so as such 

appeal, or notice thereof, be lodged in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature within the space of sixty days 

after the time of the registering and publishing the sa^^^; and it 
shall be lawful for any person or persons in England to appeal 
therefrom, in like manner, within sixty days after the publishing the 
same in England; and it is hereby directed and required, that a copy 
of all such rules, ordinances, and regulations, from time to time, as 
the same shall be so received, shall be affi:xed in some conspicuous 
and public place in the India-House, there to remain and be resorted 
to as occasion shall reqi^ii^r;; yet, nevertheless, such appeal shall not 

obstruct.

177S.
13 Geo. 3,

§ 16.

§ 18.

1773.
1.3 Geo. 3, 

c. 63. 
§ 36.

    
 



L.4WS.

1781.
21 Geo. 3, 

C7O, 
§ 21.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§16.

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 142, 
§ 16.

SO APPEAL.

obstruct, impede, or hinder the immediate execution of any rule, 
ordinance, or regulation, so madt^. and registered as aforesaid, until 
the same shall appear to have been set aside or repealed, upon the 
hearing and determination of such appeal.

From Go'vei^-^t^t^-General an^ Council to the King.
(4) Whereas the Governor-General and Council, or In civil suits 

some committee thereoif or appointed thereby, do de- ^h’jh^'sMrbe 
termine on appeals and references from the country £50oo and up- 
or Provincial Courts in civil cau^t^s!; be ■ 'it further wards, 
enacted, that the said 'court shall and lawfully may hold all such 
pleas and appeals, in the manner and with such powers as it hitherto 
hath held the same, and shall be deemed in' law a court of record; 
and the judgments therein given shall be final and conclusive, except 
upon appeal to his Majesty, in civil suits only, the value of which 
shall be five thousand pounds and upwards.

By Court: of Directors to King in Council,
(5) Nothing in this act contained shall extend, or if the Board is. 

be construed to extend, to give to the Board of Com-. sue or alter any 
missioners any power or authority to issue or send 
any orders or instructions, which do not relate to or “military Ego
points connected with the civil or military government vernment or re- 

or revenues of the British ter^iitories or possessions in
India, nor to expunge, vary, or alter any despatches proposed by the 
said Court of Directors as aforesaid, which do not relate to the said 
government or revem^i^gi; and that if the said Board shall send any 
orders or instructions to the said Court of Directors, to be by JJiena 
transmitted, which in the opinion of the said Court of Directors shall 
relate to points not connected with the said civil or military govern
ment or revenues, then and on any such occasion it shall be lawful 
for the said Court of Directors to apply by petition to his Majesty in 
Council touching the same, and his Majesty in Council shall decide 
how far the same be or be not connected with the civil or military . 
governments and revenues of the said territories and possessions in 
India, which decision shall be final and conclusive.

From Courts of Judi^cature at Madras and ^o^miay.
(6) In case any person or persons whatever shall „

. , , . , Personsmays^p-think him, her, or themselves aggrieved, by 'any judg- peal from the 
ment or determination of either of the said Courts of courts to bis Ma- 
Judicature of Madras or Bombay, he, she, or they in Council. 

may appeal from such judgment or determination to his Majesty in 
Council, within such time and in such manner, and in such cases, 
as his Majesty in his said charter shall judge proper and reasonable 
to be appointed and prescribed.

orders, &c. not 
relating to civil

venues.
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APPEALS. SI

Rules, ordinan
ces, and regula
tions, made by 
Governors in 
Council, subject 
to appeal.

LAWS.

1807.
47 Geo. 3, 

c, 68, '
§ 2.

British subjects

Supreme Courts.

From Rules, Ordinances, and Regulations made , Go'eejrno-rs in
Council O M^a^dras and Bornbay,

rules, ordinar^c^c^s, a:nd regulat^ions,:^o 
to be made as aforesaid, shall be sabject, io all respects, 
to the like power of ap^peaiy-aod to all the like regala- 
tioos aod provisioos as are mentioned aod cootaioed io 
aij act made io the , thirteeoth year of the reigo of his

preseot Majesty, iotitaled, “ Ao dct for establishing• certaio ' Rega- 
“ latious for the better Maoagemeot of the Affairs ol^ the East. 
“ lodia Compaoy, as well io lodia as io ' Earooe ^od io ao act, 
made io the thioty-ointh aod fortieth year of the reigu of his presemt 
Majesty, intituled, “ Au Act for establishiog farther Regulatious 
“ for the Geveromeot of the British Teorite^es iu lodia, aod the 
“ better Administoatien of Jastice withiu the sa^^:” as to the 
rales, ordioances, aod oegalations thereiu respectively aathorized to 
be made by the said Gevernor-Geoeral iu Coaucil, as aforesaid.— 
{Vide sapra.)

From Decrees oj'■ subordinate Civil or R^ev^enue Courts.
British subjects (®) Provided also, that where by the laws or regala

may appeal to tioos iu force, or hereafter to be iu force, withiu the 
prov^oces respectively sabject to the aevernmeots of ' 

Fort William, Fort St. George, aod Bombay aforesaid, it woald be 
competeut to a party to auy fioal judament or decree of auy sabor- 
diuate civil or reveuae Coart of Jadicatare to. appeal therefrom to the 
Sadder Dewaouy ddawlat, or etSer coart, however deuomiuated, 
exercisina withio those provioces respectively the highest appellate 
jurisdictiou io civil saits, it shall be competeut to British sabjects of 
his Majesty, iu saits commeoced agaiost them aoder the provisioos of 
this act, iostead of appealing to the said Sadder DewaHuy ddawlat, 
or other ceurts so exercisiog the highest appellate jarisdictiou as afore
said, to appeal to the Sapreme Coart of Judicature at Fort William 
or Fort St. George, or the Recorder’s Coart at Bombay, accordi^^ as 
the sait may have beeo commeoced iu the poev^uces suberdi^^te to 
either of the said P^^si^i^i^i^t^ii^s; aud sach coart shall have the same 
power as to suspending or allowiDg execatiou of the judgment or 
decree appealed agaiost, aod as to takiog secarity for costs, or for the 
perferma;nce of the decree or judgment of the said sabordioate coarts, 
as the said Sadder DewaDoy ddawlat, or etheo sach ceurts as aforesaid 
woald have had, aud shall also make rales of practice for the ceuduct 
of’ the said appeals, io all other respects couferming iu substance aud 
effect as oearly as pessible to the coarse of poocedure of the said 
Sadder Dewaooy ddawlat, or other sach coart as aforesaid, iu cases 
of ap^^ea : provided also, that uotSing hereiu cootaioed shall exteud 
or be censtrued to exteud to take away the juoisdiction of the said 
Sapreme Coarts of Jadicatare at Fort William aod Madras, or the 

said

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c 15.5, 
§ ^^7.
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LAWS, said Recorder's Court at Bombay res^^ect^'^t^lyy: but that all persons 
having cause of action against any British subject may at their elec
tion, instead of suing in such Provincial Courts as herein-before pro
vided, commence and prosecute their said suits in the said Supreme 
Courts of Judicature, and the said Recorder’s Court respectively, in 
the same manner as before the passing of this act:: provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to 
authorize the holding or occupying of any land or other immoveable 
property, beyonc^ the limits of the said several Presidencies, by any 
British subject of his Majesty, otherwise than under and according 
to the permission of the government of the said Presidencies.

    
 



( S3 )

APPROPRIATION
OF

TERRITORIAL REVENUE and- HOME PROFITS.

Anteriok to 1765 the revenues of the East-India Company 
in India arose principally from duties of customs, &c., and 
were comparatively trifling. In that year, by the grant of the 
Dewanny, they acquired considerable territorial possessions, 
whereby the revenues were greatly augmented.

The attention of Parliament was almost immediately di
rected to the affairs of the Company. After a lengthened 
negotiation and much discussion, an act was passed in 1767, 7 Geo. 3,

c 57. giving effect to a temporary arra:^:gement, under which the 
territorial acquisitions and revenues were to remain with the 
Company during the term of two years, to be computed from 
the 1st July 1767. By a subsequent act, the Company paying' 
J^400,000 per annum to the public, the same arri^-ngement was 
continued till 1774. In the year 1773, the Company, from a 
series of great and unusual diffiiculties, were obliged to apply 
to Parliament for relief. A loan of £^1,40^0,000 was grant- Js Geo. s,. 
ed; on which occasion the first specific enactments as to 
the appropriation of the revenues and profits were passed. 
The surplus was to be applied, first, to a dividend of six 
per cent., and secondly, to the reduction of the loan of. 
£^1,^00,000.

In 1779 the territorial acquisitions were confirmed to tRe 
Company for another year; at the same time it was pro-. 
vided that, after paying a dividend of eight per cent., the clear 
surplus of revenue and profits should be reserved, and await 
any further agreement that might be made between the public 
and the Company; in 1780, the same were extended till -the. 
5th April 1781, upon similar terms.

In that year the exclusive privilege of trade was granted to
D the

c. 64.

I9 Geo. 3, 
c. 61.

20 Geo, S, 
c. S^.

21 Geo. a, 
c 65
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23 Geo. S, 
c. 83.

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52.

53 Geo. 3.
c. 155.

1813.
£3 Geo. S, 

c. 155, 
§ 55.

34 APPROPRIA^T^l^C^J^, &c.

the Company, until the expiration of three years' notice after 
the ' 1st of March 1791. The territorial acquisitions were like
wise to remain with the Company for the same time. From 
the profits arising from territory and commerce such a sum 
was to be set apart as should be equal to a dividend of eight 
per cent, per annum on the capital sto^li; and of the surplus, 
after such payment, three-fourths was to be set apart for the 
use of the public, and one-fourth for the Company.

In 1783, in consequence of the expenses of the wars in India 
and in Europe, the Company's home affairs had become much 
distress^id; relie:f was granted, and the participation of the 
public in the surplus profits of territory and commerce was 
postponed till the debts then incurred were paid.

In 1793 the Company were granted an extension of the ex
clusive privilege for the further term of twenty years, when a 
more specific and detailed appropriation was laid down.

In 1813 the exclusive privilege of the China trade, with the 
territorial possessions in India, were vested in the Company 
for a further term of twenty years from 1814, and new provi
sions for the appropriation of the profits of territory and com
merce were passed.

LAWS.
Territorial Revenue.*

(1) Be it iurturr enac^tad, thathfijr ouid touring the 
continuance of the possession and government of the 
said teggitogial acquisitions and revenues in the said 
Umted Company, the rents, revenues, and profits 
arising from the said tegritorial acquisitions, after 
defraying the chariges and expenses of colledting the 
same, shall be applied and disposed of to and for the 
uses and purposes hegeinafteg expressed, in the fol
lowing order of pgefegence, and to or for no other 
use or purpose, or in any other manner whatsoever, 
any act or acts of parliament now in force to the con
trary notwithi^itai^i^ii^n;; (that is to say), in the first place, 
in defraying all the charges and expenses of raiising 
and maintaining the forces, as well European as
native, military, agtillegy, and marine, on the establishments in the 
East-Indies and parts aforesaid, and of maintaining the forts and 
gaggisons there, and providing warlike and naval stories; secondly, 
in payment of the interest accruing on the debts owing, or which 

‘ may

AppHcalicn oif 
the revenues 
arising from U^c 
territorial acqui
sitions in lnt^a. 
—1st, in main
taining forces.*— 
2(1, in pay
ment of interest 

tnttn^n ttrbt. 
—stl^, tn ttfray•. 
ing expenses of 
establishments, 
—4th, towards 
liquitation of 
territorial debt, 
or bond debt, 
&c.

    
 



APPROPRIATE&c. 35

by consignments or remittances to 
Directors, with the approbation of 
Affairs of India, ■ shall from time 
defraying the civil and commercial

LAW’S,
1813.

53 Geo. 3g

or re-

(2) And whereas it is not reasonable that the 
commercial funds of the said Company should be 
exposed to embarrassment by payments made m Eu
rope on account of territorial chair^fes; be it therefore 

that a sum equal to the actual payments 
which shall have been made from the commercial 
funds at home on account of ten-it^t^ri^l cliarges in 
the year preceding,, after deducting tl^erefrom the

§ 56.

may be hereafter incurred by the said Company in the East-Indies, 
or parts aforesaid, including that portion the^^^if for which ' bills 
shall he demanded payable in England, and for which provision 
shall at all times be made 
England, as the Court of 
the Commissioners for the 
to time, di^^c^t: thirdly, in
establishments of the said Company, at their several settlements 
the^£!: fourthly, towards the ' liquidation' of the territorial debt of 
the said Company, or of the bond debt at home, or to such other 
purposes, subject to the provision hereinafter made, as the said 
Court of Directors, with the approbation of the Board of Com
missioners for the Affairs of India, shall from time to time- direct, 
any act or acts of parliament to the contrary ther^o^ notwithstanding.

A sum e^ual to 
payments from 
commercial 
funds at home 
on ac^^^nt of 
territorial 
dro^ges an
nually applied 
in India to in
vestment
mittance, Ac. 
charges of the tomnertial establishments, and all the conmercial 
charges in India which may have been paid from the territorial reve
nues in the same year, shall in each and every year be issued in India, 
for the purpose of the said Company’s China or India invf^^ti^f^i^t; or 
of remittance to England on account of the said Company, at the 
option of the said Court of Directors : provided always, that any ex
cess which may happen to be so issued in any year, for the purposes 
of investment, beyond the actual payment which shall have been made 
in the same year by the said Company in Europe on account of ter
ritorial charges, shall be taken into account in diminution of the sum 
to be applied to the purposes of investment for the year following.

Home Pr'ofils.
(3) And l^e it fitrffusrh^naete^t diat for f^nd durh^jr 

the contidufdte of the possession fnU goverdnent of 
the said territorial acquisitions fdd reveduts in the 
said United Company, the nett proceeds of their sales 
of goods at home, with the duties and allowances 
arising by private trade, and all the tonmercial profits 
fdd other receipts of the said Conpfny in Great 
Britfid, shall be applied and disposed of in nadder 
following; (that- is to say), first, in proviUidg for the 
pfunedt of bills of exchange already fccepttU fdd 
htreffter to 'be accepted by the said Company, as the 
same shall become due: stconUlu, in proviUing for the 

D 2 current

Applications of 
the profits of the 
Company in 
Gre^t Bi^^Uiin. —■ 
1st in paying 
bills of ex
change. —• 2d 
in paying debts; 
except principal 
of bond debt.— 
Sd in payment 
of diTid^^d of 
lea p^ c^nt. till 
separate fund 
exhausted, and 
then lOJ per

§ 51
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LAWS, 

.1813.
. 52 Geo. 3, 
' c. ^^5.

§ 57.

§ 5S,

cent. — 4th in 
K^eduction of ln» 
dian debty er 
bond debt ftt 
home,

current payment oO other debts (the principal of the 
bond debt in England always excepted) as well as 
interest, and the commercial outgoings, charges, and 
expenses of the said Company : thirdly, in payment of 
a dividend after the rate of ten pounds per centum 
per annum on the present or any future amount of the capital 
stock of the said Company, for and during such time as a cer
tain fund of the ’ said Company Pereinafter-mentioned, called “ The 
Company’s Separate Fund,” shall be suf^cient to pay a dividend after 
the ^^te of ten shillings for every hundred pounds per annum on the 
present or any future amount of the capital stock of the said Com
pany ; and when and so soon as the said last-mentioned fund shall be 
exhausted, then, in payment of a dividend at the rate of ten pounds 
ten’ shillings per cent^lm per annum on the then existing or future 
capital stock of the said Con^j^s^r^ny; provided that no greater dividend 
shall be paid in the whole, in any one year, than at the said rate of 
ten pounds ten sltillings per centum per annum upon the present or 
future capital stock of the said Companj' : four^ltly, in reduction of 
the principal of the debt in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, or of 
the bond debt at home, as the said Court of D^^rect^ors, with the 
apprfobation of the said Board of Commissioners, shall from time to 
time dir^c^l;: any act or acts of parliament to the contrary notwith
standing.

(4) And ^hwheri^a ii no t oi^ase^^o^na ^h a^atie P^oco 
pany’s commercial prof^^s should be liable a^^^al^y to 
the payment in Europe of tessitosial cparges, till tpe 
said dividend, aOtes tPe rate i of ten pounds and ten 
spillango per centum per annum, shall have been paid 
and discha^^i^d ; be it tPhreOose provided and enacted, 
lhatt the net proceeds of tPe sales of goods and other 
commercial prof^^s of tPe Company in Great Britain 
as afoi-esaid, shall not be ' liable ' to the liquidation olf 
any charge on account of tPe tessitosial or political 
government of India payable in England, or of any 
bills of exchange or certificaths drawn on account of 
the tessitosial or political charge in India, till aOtes tPe 
^ividen d on tp^ capital stock of the said Company 
shall first ht^a^v b^e^r^n p^rovide^d ^s* i excep^iinrg a^^^^is 
such bills and ce^i’tificates fo^r rt^e of wl^p^la
value shall h^^^ been previously paid^^ I^di^ fi^itm ohe 
tersitosial or political funds, and consignments or se- 
mittances made theri^i^lf to England, for the liquidation 
of tPe said bills and cestif^^^^^^; excepting likewise 
the amount of the inthsest and . sinking fund on the 
loan advanced by the public to the said Company, as . 
pi-ovided in an act passed in the Oim;y-oecond year of 
hiis present Majesty, intituled, “ -An JVct fos advancing.

“ Two

Homio prohP 
not Itablie h) 
ntc^ria^^ (^liar)eb 
till aOtee diti- 
dend p^cvidrO 
for; except to 
HUis anb v^^i:oi^« 
catvs toe value 
received ib In
dia. and to in
terest and sink- 
ing^ui^t^^nla^n 
of 1812, from 
the public to the 
Company. — If 
hooic bnbs tc> 
sufficivbt attee 
dividend to 
dis^chare;O bills 
drawn for mte- 
rest ot existing 
Indian debt, de
ficiency to be 
pmd as ParH^ 
mcnt shall di
rect. bP^oib
received at home 
on credit oO bills 
drawn on terri
torial funds, .or 
Oor advances in 
India, to ije "P^ 
plied to pa^ym^ent 
of liable terri-
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^orial charges in 
Europe. — And 
deficiency of 
commercial pro
fits at home in 
any year for di
vidend to be 
made go^d out 

surplus of 
territorial reve
nues.

Two Millions Five Hundred Thousand Pounds to the 
East-India Company, to enable them to discharge 
Part of the East-Indian Del^t t” whc^h said interest

LAWS.

" 1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c.155, 
§ 58.

u

and sinking fund shall nevertheless continue to be 
deemed a territorial charge, and shall be accounted for 
as such out of the produce of the revenues of Indiia: 
provided also, that in case sulfiicient funds shall not 
remain in the hands of the said Company, after pay
ment of the dividend, to discharge all such bills as

shall be drawn for the interest of any loan in India, under conditions 
now subsisting, or which may be contracted at any time before the 10th 
day of April 1814, entitling the holders of such loan to receive bills on 
the said Company for the payment of the interest thereof, the residue 
of such bills, so long as such interest may be demandable in England, 
shall be discharged in such manner as Parliament shall from time to 
time d^^i^t^t: provided also, that if any monies shall be received into 
the treasury of the Company at home upon the credit of bills to be 
drawn upon the Company’s territorial or political funds abroad, or in 
liquidation of bills of exchange remitted, or of any other security for 
advances made in India from the said territorial or political funi^!^,' or 
of any advances made from such funds on account of his Majesty’s 
government or on any other account, the said monies shall be set 
apart and applied to defray the territorial or political charges to which 
the said Company is liable in Europe; and the excess of such funds 
shall be subject to such further appropriations as the territorial reve
nues are liable to by virtue of this act;: provided also, that in the 
event of the commercial profits of the said Compa^^ at home being 
insufH^i^nt in any year fully to defray the said dividend, it shall and 
may be lawful to make good any such de^^^ency out of any surplus 
revenue that may have arisen in the preceding year of account out 
of the territorial revenues, after the payment of all charges, interest 
of debt included.

Surplus Territorial and Home Profits. ,
(5) And^e bt fiirther enac^ted, thaltu^hwa tlie f^rin- 

cipal debt of the said United Company, bearing inter
est in India, shall have been reduded to the sum of 
ten millions of pounds sterling, celculeted at the ex
change of two shillings for the Bengal durrent rhnee, 
eight shillings for the Madras pagoda, and two shil
lings and three-nence for the Bombay rhnee, and the 
bonded debt in Great Britain shall have been reduced 
to the sum of three millions of pounds sterling, then 
and thereafter the shrnlhs proceeds which shall be 
found to aris^ from the said rents, revenues and pro
fits of the said territorial acquisitions, and feom sales 
of the goods and the profits of the trade of the said 

D 3 • Comneny,

Application of 
the surplus of 
territorial reve
nues, and home 
profits.—In re
payment of the 
capital of public 
funds created for 
Company ; any 
further surplus 
to he paid into 
the Exchequer, 
to be a guaran
tee fund, not ex
ceeding twelve 
millions, for the 
capital stock and 
dividends, &ic.—

§ 59.
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LAWS.

■181S.
S3 Geo. 3, 

c. 155,
5 .59.

§ 60.

One-sixth of ex- 
““ to be the 
Company ’s;' and 
remaining Hve- 
sixths to belong 
to the public.

Company, or in any other manner, after providing for 
the J)ayments aforesaid, shall be applied to the more 
speedy repayments of the capital of any public funds 
or securities which have been or may be created for 
the use of the said Company, the charges of which 
have been or may be directed to be borne by the said Company 
by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament; and that any further 
surplus that may arise shall be set apart, and from time to time 
paid into the receipt of his Majesty's Exchequer, to be applied as 
Parliament shall direct, without interest to be paid to the Company 
in respect or for the use thert^i^f': but, nevertheless, it is hereby 
declared, that all such sums of money as shall be so paid into the 
receipt of his Majesty's Exc^he^quer as aforesaid, not exceeding twelve 
millions of pounds sterling, shall be deemed and taken to be a fund 
for securing to the said United Company the capital stock of the 
said United Company, and also a dividend at the rate of ten pounds 

. ten shillings per centum per annum in respect thereof; and of the 
excess of such payments, if any, beyond the said amount of twelve 
millions of pounds sterling, one-sixth part shall from time to time 
be reserved and retained by the said United Company, for their own 
use and benefit, and the remaining five-sixth parts shall be deemed 
and shall be the property of the public, and at the disposal of Par
liament.

(6) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if 
the debts of the said Company in India, after the 
same shall have been reduced to ten millions of pounds 
sterling, calculated as aforesaid, shall be again in
creased beyond that amount, or if their bond debt in 
Great Britain, after the same shall have been reduced 
to three millions of pounds sterling, shall be again increased beyond 
that sum, then and so often as either of those cases shall happen, 
such surplus proceeds shall be appropriated to the reduction of the 
said new debts respectively, until the whole of the debts of the said 
Company in India shall be again reduced to ten milli^i^ .̂ of pounds 
sterling, calculated as aforesaid, and their bond debt in Great Bri
tain to three millions o^ pounds sterlii^ni; any thi^^ in this act con
tained to the contrary notwithstanding.

If the debts 
after reduction - 
shall be again in. 
creased beyond 
certain sums, 
reduction agaiu 
to take place.
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BALLOT.

The mode of deciding questions by ballot in the General 
Court of Proprietors is prescribed by the charter of King 
W:^^^^iam III, 1698. At that period every proprietor of 
^^£^00 stock in his own right was enticed to give his vote 
in General Court; and no proprietor, whatever amount of 
stock he might hold beyond that sum, could give more than 
one vote.

As it was not requisite that a proprietor should have held, 
his stock for any prescribed period to qualify him to vote, 
it may be readily conceived that, upon any occasion where 
questions involving conflicting interests'were to be decided by 
ballot, parties did not hesitate to become proprietors for the 
immediate occasion, and parting with their stock so soon as 
the object for which they qualified was effected. The evils 
attendant xjn such a system became more apparent as the 
Company’s affairs enla^^^j^i^d; and, as ballots took place imme
diately on their being demanded, the privilege was open to 
the most flagrant abuse, and made subservient to the views of 
interested parties. - -

Between the years l’J'57 and 1764, various questions relative 
to the state of the Company’s affairs and possessions abroad 
came under discussion in General Court. • On the appoint
ment of a successor to the government of Bengal, and on 
the proposed re-appointment, in 1764, of Lord Clive, party 
spirit • ran high. So great was the inconvenience arising 
from the facility with which individuals could qualify, that, 
on the 12th March 1764, a General Court was held at the 
instance of several proprietors, amongst whom were Lords 
Clive and Elibai^lc; at which Court a motion was made 
to limit the right of voting to those who had possessed 
their stock for a certain period. The question was adjourned 
to the 21st of. that month, when it was resolved that an 
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application be made to Parliament for an act to prevent parties 
‘ voting who should not have been in possession of their , stock 

for at fOur months.
The first ballot that took place after such resolution was on 

the 4th of May follov^^Jing, on a motion for empowering the 
Court of Directors to agree with Lord Clive for the payment 
of his jaghire for the space of ten years. With the view of 
preventing, as far as possible, in the absence of leg^islative pro-i 
vision, a recurrence of the evil complained of, the ballot was 
demanded in General Court on the 2d May; it was fixed for 
the 4th; the transfer books were ordered to be forthwith 
closed, and not to be re-opened until the ballot should have 
been concluded. The petition, which had been prepared in 
conformity with the resolution of the 21st Mai’ch, was pre
sented to the House of Commons on the 16th January 
1165; on the 14th March a bill was brought in, which was 
ordered to be read that day three months. In Sepl^e^mber 
following, the Company resolved to renew their applit^al^ion 
to Parliam^^n^.; and, at the same time, solicit such an alteration 
in the oath taken on balloting, as should preveiit parties 
voting who did not possess the stock in their own right, 
A petition to the above effect was accordingly presented, 
and thrown out on the third reading on the 17th March 
1766. The number being equal, forty-three ayes and noes, 
the speaker (Mr. Cust) observed, that as the bill might he 
brought in, if a proper one, another year, he declared him
self in the negative, and the bill was consequently lost. The 
provisions of the charter remained in force until 1767. On 
the 6th of May in that year an improvident proposition was 
brought forward and carried, notwithstanding the opposition 
of the Directors, to increase the dividend to twelve and a half 
per cent. To check the recurrence of such a proceeding, a 
bill was brought into Parliament to regulate the declaration 
of dividei^t^is; and on the 18th May a motion was made in 
General Court, at the hour of nine in the evening, that the 
Company should agree to petition against such a bil^l: it was 
demanded that the ballot should take place the same evening. 
A protest, signed by fifty-two proprietors, and one from the 
Court of ^^irectors, against such a precipitate; unprece^dc^nt^ed, 

• and

    
 



BALLOT^. 41

and irreigular proceeding, were ■ delivered in and read. The 
proprietors then proceeded to appoint scrutineers. The Court 
of Directors declined to nominate any on the occasion. At 
eleven o'clock the glasses were delivered to the scrutineers; 
and the General Court being resumed, the . protests were again 
read. Shortly after, the scrutineers .reported one hundred and 
thirty-height votes for the question, and. two against—-t^lhe direc
tors and proprietors who had protested against the ballot 
taking no share in that transaction. Counsel was then named 
to oppose the bill in Pa^rli^ament.. On the same a
further discussion took place on the subject of the protest 
delivered in 'by the Court of directors against the ballot, and 
it was recommended to them to reconsider the same; the 
Court adjourning at four o'clock on the morning of the 19th. 
On the 27th May the General Court again met; when the 
Chairman stated, “ that the Court of Di^i^ect^ors, having deli

berately reconsidered their protest, were unanihiously of 
opinion, that they had an undoubted right and good cause 
to make such protest, and that they saw no reason to with
draw or alter the same.”
The Chairman also stated to the Court, that a bill for 

regulating the qualification of Proprietors had been read a 
second time, and was ordered to be printed. Discussions on 
the principles of such bill took place on the 29th of May, 
the 5th and 11th of June; in the latter month the acts 
of 7th Geo. Ill, cap. 48 and 49, were pas^i^el: the former 
to regulate the qualifications {vide General Court of Pro
prietors) and limiting the power of voting to those who had 
held theiir stock six month; the latter providing, that no 
ball^ on any question proposed in General . Court should 
be begun within a less space of time than eight hours after 
the adjournment of such General Court in which the ques
tion was proposed; and that, in no case, should the ballot , 
commisnce at a later hour than twelve ' o'clock at noon, nor 
close earlier than six. Instances have occurred of a ballot 
having been kept open till ten at night, on the occasion of the 
Feast of the Passover. In 1770 an act passed, by which no 
ballot can take place until twenty-four hours after the adjourn
ment of the Court • in which the que^.stion to be decided -has
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been proposed. Further .provisions affecting the right of I’ro'*’ 
prietors were made in the R^^ula^ting Act of 1773.

A proprietor holding in his own right, for twelve months, 
£^1,000 stock, is entitled to give one vote at .a ballot.

two votes. 
three votes. 
four votes.

3,000
6.000

10,000
The oath which a proprietor takes before he can vote is

founded upon the provisions in the charter, and the 7th of 
Geo. Ill, c. 48.

In the year 1813, the 53d Geo. III. c. 155. s. 77, wa^ passc^d; 
bj^'which it is declared, that in cases of equality of votes (except 
on questions for the appointment of two or more candidates 
for office), the question is rejected.

1767.
7 Geo.S, 

c. 49, §3.

1770.
10 Geo. 3, 

c, 47, §3.

LAWS.
Ballot, HiJien to commence and close. '

(1) And be it further enacted by the autliority aforesaid, in no
case the balloting shall be begun at- a later hour of the day than 
twelve of the clock at noon, nor closed at an -earlier hour than six of 
the clock in the afternoon. ■

(2) From and after the passing of this act, no balloting upon any 
question proposed in any General Court of the said Company, relative 
to any matter whatsoever, shall be begun within a less space of time 
than twenty-four hours after the adjournment or breaking-up of the 
General ■ Court in which it shall have been - determined that such ques
tion should be. decided by balloting.

Equality of Votes.
(3) Whereas, by the Charter of Incorporation of in leases

. - _ - - . . . .... - •, 

General Courts 
or(^<^^rtsof Di
rectors, the ques
tions to be con
sidered as reject
ed, except in 
cases of two, or 
more candidates 
for office, wWcli 
aresUU ..tib^de- 
termined k>t.

181.3. I. . , .
53 Geo.s, said United Company, granted under the authority of Kty of votes in 

C. 1.5^, „ J • fl. • Tk j . .k e .k • -------'
§ 77’ an act passed in the ninth and tenth years of the -.reign

of his late Majesty King William the Third, intituled, 
An Act for raising a Sum not exceeding 'T-wo Mil
lions, upon a Fund tor Payment of Annuities after 
the Rate of Eight Pounds per Centum per Annum, 

o and for settling the Trade to the East-Indies,” it is 
Ode^t^i^d and appointed, that in all cases where there 
shall an equality ’ or equal number of votes in any 
General Court, or in any Court of Directors to be holden as aforesaid, 
the matter shall be determined by lots, which the Tfeasufef for the 
said Company shall cause to be prepared and drawm for that purj^i^s^C!: 
and whereas - it is expedient that such mode of decision should be no 

longer
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LAWS.

1813.
5.3 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§77.

Upon electton 
of D^i*ectors, 
every Proprietor 
shall, before ad
mitted to vote, 
in*a the follow
ing oath.

1773.
13 Geo. 8, 

c. 63, 
$ 6.

Persons com
mitting wilful 
pei^ury, or cor
ruptly suborn
ing others so to 
do, tOaU be iia- 
ble to aunblti^.

longer continued, be it thereforie enacted, that from, and nfter the 
passing of this hct, no question in any such General Court, or Court; , of 
Directors, shall be carried otherwise than by . a majority of votes; and 
in all cases of an equality of votes upon any question put in any such 
General Court or Court of Directors, such equality shall be deemed 
and taken to operate as a rejection of the motion or proposition on 
which such question shall have been so put; provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
cases of election of any . person to any ofi^ce or place where there . shall 
be more than one candidate for such of^ije or place, but that in all 
S^ch cases where there shall be an equality of votes in favour ' of any 
two or more candidates, such election may be determined by lot, in 
manner directed by the said chart^t^r; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. ■ *

Oath to be taken b^ a Propri^or at a Ballot.
(4) And be it further enacted, that from and after 

the first day of October 1773, upon every ballot to be 
taken at any General Court of the said United Com
pany, every member or proprietor of the said Company 
shall, before admitted to vote in such General Court, 
first take the oath hereafter mentioned before two or 

more of the Directors of the said United Company, who are hereby 
empowered to administer such oath ; (that is to say),

“ I, A. B., do swear,” (or, being one of the people called Quakers, 
do solemnly affirm”), “ that the sum of one thousand pounds or 
more of the capital stock of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, standing in my name, doth at 
this time belong, and hath for the space of twelve chlendhr months 
actually belonged to me, in my own right, and not in trust for any 
person or persons wha^soevi^ir; and that I have been in the actual 
receipt of the dividends and profits therei^if for my own use, freed 
and discharged of all incumbrances which can or may affect the 
same, for the said space of twelve calendar months ; or that the 
same came to me within the time afonesaid by bequest, or by • mar- 
ria^e, or by succession to an intestate’s estate, or by the custom of 
the City of London, or by settlem^i^t; and that such stock has not 
been transferred or made to me fraudulently or collusively, on pur
pose to qualify me to give my voo^e; and that I have not before 
given my vote on this ballot— So help me God.”

Perjury liable to Penalty.
(5) And in case any p^^son ti^l^ing the erth or affir

mation hereby hpphinted shall thereby commit wilful 
perjury, and be rhnreot^ convictnS ; and if any perthn 
do unlawfully or corruptly procure or suborn any other 
person to take the said oath or afif^rn^iition, in order to 
vote, whereby he or she shall commit such wilful per-

t
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LA^WS.

1773.
13 Geo. 3.

c. 63, 
§ 6.

c 7, 
§ 10.

c. 8, 
§ I.

jury, and shall be the^i^«^ir convicted, he, she, and they, for every such 
offence, shall incur such pains and penalties as are in and by two acts 
of parliament, the one made in the fifth year of the late Queen Eliza
beth, intitult^c^^ “ An Act for punishing such Persons as shall procure 
“ or commit wilful Perjury, or suborn or procure any Person to com- 
“ mit any wilful or corrupt Perjuiy^he other, made in the second 
year of his Majesty King George the Second, intituled, “ An Act for 
“ the more effectual Preventing and further Punishment of Forgery, 
“ Perrjur^, and Subornation of Perjuiy,■ and to make it .Felony to 
“ steal Bonds, Notes, or other Securities for Payment of Money,” 
directed to be , inflicted for offences committed contrary to the said 
acts.

BY-LAWS.
Mii'nENEVEB two or more ballots ai-e to be taken 

on distinct questions on the same day, the same ballots 
be taken in separate rooms; and that upon every 
public ballot the Directors in charge of the glasses, at 
their being opened, shall require the scrutineers, should 
any be then present, to satisfy themselves of their 
being empty, and that at the conclusion of each ballot,
the Directors in charge o^ the glasses deliver the same sealed up to 
the scrutineers.

If at any General Court, nine of the members 
present, duly qualified to vote, shall demand a ballot 
for determining any question, except for adjoummient, 
or the previous question, or an amendment, such ques
tion shall be put by the ballot, and not otherwise.

Ballots, how 
to be taken. 
Glas^^ to be 
examined when 
opened.£^i^dseaU 
ed up when the 
ballot is con
cluded.

A ballot to be 
taken when de
manded by nine 
members.
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BANKS,
ENGLAND AND INDIA.

Although the only legislative enactment which has joint 9 Ann,c. 7. 
reference to the Bank of England and the East-India Com
pany was passed in the year 1710, and provides that no person 
can be a director of both corporations at the same time, At 
may not be uninteresting to take a b^^^^ review of the several 
banks which have been established in Europe, especially that 
of the Bank of England. The same principles which led to 
the maintenance and support of such an establishment in this 
country, induced the East-India Company, at the recommen
dation of the Government abroad, to sanction the ' formation 
of banks at Calcutta; and as doubts were entertained 
whether it was competent to those Governments .to establish 
such banks within the local limits of the jurisdiction of 
the several courts of justice in India, an Act was passed in 
the year 1807, declaring it lawful to and for the several 
Governments to authorize public banks, with perpetual suc
cession, and with such privileges and franchises as are granted 
to such corporations in the country.

The earliest banks were those of Venice and Bar^i^l^l^r^a; they 
were established at the commencement of the fifteenth century. 
The former arose out of the loans required by the State, and 
became an establishment for the payment and transfer of the 
national debt, which had b^en created on the funding system. 
That at Barcelona was . established by the magistrates, as one 
of exchange and deposits upon the security of the funds of the 
city, with the intention of extending those accommodations to 
for^ii^i^iers as well as to their own citizens. Foreign bills were 
negotiated, and assistance was afforded by the directors to the 
manufacturers, when engaged in purchasing raw materials; 
especially wool from England.

The bank of Genoa was established in 1407. It had been 
customary
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"u^stc^i^iiry for the Republic to borrow large sums from the citi
zens, and to assign certain branches of the public revenue 
as funds for the payment of interest. The management was 
placed in the hands of the most respefctable citizens, who were 
to pay the creditors, and account to the State for their dis
bursements. In process of time, it was thought proper to 
consolidate the loans which had been made at various periods 
into one capital stock, to be managed by eight protectors, who 
were to be elected annually by the creditors or stock-hol^ders. - 
The establishment- was denominated “ the Chamber of St. 
“ George.”

In 1609 the famous bank at- Amsterdam was incorporated. 
Mr. Adam Smith, in his “ Wealth of Nations,” gives a full 
description of that extensive establishment, which was more a 
bank for depos:^!^^; and at one period was supposed to contain 
almost all the wealth of the burghers. Regular books were 
kept for registering the amount deposited, which was not to 
be of a less sum than 300 guilderts; and transfers were 
made by tickets or notes, specifying the value of - which they 
were the representatives.

In 1635 the bank at Rotterdam was ettab:^i^.st^h^<J; in 1688 
that at Hamburi^h; and in 1694 those of Naples and Bologna. 
The public bank in France, under Mr. Law's scheme, was 
established in 1716.

By all act of the Parliament of Scotland a bank was esta
blished first in 1695, its capital being equal to £^100,000. In 
1727 the Royal Bank at Edinburgh was incorporated under 
charter from King George I.; its capital £^150,000. In 1774 
the proprietors of the bank which had been established in 
1695, generally called the Old Bank, applied to Parliament 
for permission to - double their caj^it;^!; their request was 
granted, and the act of the 14th Geo. Ill, eap. 32, passed 
accordingly. In 1784, by the 24tli Geo. Ill, cap. 12, they 
were allowed to increase - their capital in the further sum of 
£^1^0,000, making £3^^0,000. In 1792 they were empowered 
to increase their capital stock to £6^^0,000. The shares of the 
bank, originally £^3. Os. &i., sold at £^180; and in 1794 they 
W;ire permitted to increase the capital £^4^00,000 more, making 
the total capital £^1,^(^^^,(^0.

In
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In 1721 an unsuccessful attempt was ma^e to establish a 

bank in Ireland. In 1783 a public bank was opened in 
Dublin, with an original-capital -of £^6^C^{^,000.

With respect to England, an attempt appears to have been 
made in 1683, by a Dr. Chamberlain and a Mr. Mu^i^iaiy, to 
establish a bank for circulating bills of credit on merchan
dize to be pawned there, and also for lending money to the 
industrious poor on pawns, at six per cent., but the whole 
project failed. Shortly after the above period, the necessities 
of the State were such as to render it expedient to raise loans 
for the purpose of defraying the unavoidable expenses of the 
war in which Great Britain was involved. The wants of 
Government only incited the monied men to demand more 
exorbitant prof^t^ss;—eight per cent, on the land-tax, besides 
additional premiums, did not satisfy them. Other anticipa
tions of the public revenues were much higher, and all con
tracts with the Government were made at forty and fifty per 
cent, above the current value of the supplies. To remedy 
these excessive eyils, and with the view of bringing down the 
high rates of interests and premiums paid by Government, it 
was deemed expedient to establish a public transferable fund 
of interest; also that the same should be for the conveni
ence of daily receipts and payments. It was contended by 
those whose interests were likely to be effected, that none 
but republics were calculated for the existence of a bank; 
at the same time, it was urg€;d as a reason against it, that 
it would tend to make the King absolute. Parliament deter
mined to countenance the measure, having passed an act 
for granting certain rates and duties on tonnage of ships, 
beer, ale, and other liquors, they also empowered their Ma
jesties to incorporate any persons who should voluntarily 
advance 0^0,000, and to grant them a yearly allowance
of £^160,000; being, at the rate of eight per ce^tt, £^96,000, 
and -£4,000 a-year for : -the corporation to have
the name of the Governos and Gompany of the Bank of 
England. The charter was issued on the 27th July 1694.

In 1708, by the statute of Queen Anne, no bo^y politic 
other than the Bank, or any other persons who may be united 
in partnership, above six persons, were to issue notes or 

bills
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<

13 Geo. 3, 
c. 79.

23 Geo. S, 
e. 49.

bills payable on demand in less than six months. In PMl, ' by 
the act of the 9th of Anne, cap. 7, a clause was inserted, dis
abling any person from being a Director of the Bank and the 
East-India Company at the same time.'" .

The capital of the Bank in 1717 was £^5^,375.^027. In 1744 
£^1^.^700,000. In 1745, in consequence of the alarm raised in 
London by the progress of the Pretender’s son, there was a great 
run on the Bank. The Directors endeavoured to make the cash 
hold out by paying in silver, and that in sixpences. *More effec
tual measures were adopted by a meeting of merchants, bankers, 
and traders, who drew up a paper, wherein they declared their 
resolution to support the credit of the Bank, by receiving their 
notes in all payments, and using their utmost endeavours to pay 
them away to all persons receiving payments. The resolution 
was soon signed by ^^100 persons, and had the effect of quieting 
apprehension and restoring confidenc^e^. In 1773, imitating 
the water-mark of the Bank-note paper was made punishable 
with death, and no person was allowed to engrave any bill or 
promissory note containing the words “ Bank of England,” 
or “ Bank Post Bill,” under penalty of imprisonment. In 
1781, the 60th of Geo. III. was passed, granting a,renewal of 
the Bank’s exclusive privilege to the year 1812, with one year’s 
notice ^jon the lending the public two millions at three per 
cent. .

In September 1781 the capital of the Bank was increased, 
by an addition of eight per cent, to the capital stock, from 
£^1(^.^7^0,000 to £^11,642,400, and their dividends were raised 
from five and a half to six per cent. The stamp-duties 
imposed on inland bills of exchange by the act of 1783, 
were extended in 17^ to foreign bills of exchange, and 
to receipts for sums above forty shillings. The notes of 
the Bank of England were exempted from stamp-duties, the 
Bank paying for that indulgence a composition of £^1^,000 
annually. In 1778 the dividends were raised to seven per cent. 
In 1791 the unclaimed dividends in the public funds amounted 
to £^(^^^,^000. Mr. Pitt proposed that £^500,000 of that dor
mant money should be applied to the public serv;^i^<5: the 
■Dt^r^ctors of the Bank opposed it. A compromise was effected, 
by which that sum was made as a loan from the Bank to

■ the
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the public without interest, nn condition 'that a balance of not 
less than £6^1^0,000 should at all times remain in the hands of 
the Bank, and that the annual allowance to the Bank for the 
ma^ajgemenf of the public debt should continue at the rate of 
£^450 for every million of the capital.

In the early part of 1793, the commercial distress was 
universal. The Cil^i^rnty was greatly augmented by the immense 
issues of paper from the country banks, ■ who thereby not only 
laid the foundation of their own misfortunes, but spread ruin 
around theim; one hundred of them failed before the month 
of April had expired. Measures were adopted, in concert with 
the prime minister, Mr. Pitt; a meeting was held at the Man
sion House on the 23d of April, when several merchants 
were appointed a committee, for the purpose of drawing up 
the outlines of a plan for the revival of commercial credit. 
The committee consisted of the most eminent merchants, viz. 
Messrs. Anderson, Bosanquet, Thornton, Baring, and othe^rs; 
who suggested an advance of Exchequer bills, under Parlia- 
menta^jy-authority and proper regulations, to houses of real ' 
capital. A copy of the report was laid before Mr. Pitt by the 
Lord Mayor and Mr. Bosanquet.

A Select Comm.ittee was appointed by the House of Com
mons, to whom Mr. Pitt submitted the propositj^n^n; and, at 
the same time, stated the circumstances which had led to the 
paper being drawn up. That ■ he had received representations 
from mat _ different quarters, which induced him to believe 
that the failures which had taken place had begun by a 
run on those houses who had issued circulating paper with
out being possessed of sufficient capital; but that the conse
quences had soon extended themselves so far as to affect many 
houses of great solidity, and posseiied of funds, ultimately, mu6h 
more than sufficient to answer all demands upon them; but 
which had not the means of converting those funds into money, 
or negotiable securities, in time to meet the pressure of the 
moment. That the sudden discredit of a considerable quan
tity of paper which had been issued by different banks, in 
itself produced a deficiency of the circulating medium, which 
in the ordinary course of things could not be immediately- 
replaced, and that this deficiency occasioned material incon

E venience
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venience in mercantile transactions. That, in addition to this 
immediate effect, these circumstances 'also ■ were represented to 
have induced bank^e^i’s and others to keep in their hands a 
greater quantity of money than they thought necessary in the 
usual train of business, and that large sums were thus kept 
out of circulation, and great dil^culty arose in procuring the 
usual advances on bills of exchange, particularly those of a 
long date. That many persons were said to be possessed of 
large stocks of goods, which they could not at present dispose 
of, and on ■ the credit of which they could not raise moi^i^.v: 
that this occasioned an interruption' of the usual orders to 
manufacturers, which circumstance, together with the inter-^. 
ruption of the means by which they were enabled to make 
their weekly payments, tended to prevent the employment of 
a number of persons engaged in different manufactures. That 
these evils were represented as likely rapidly to increase to a 
very serious extent, if some extraordinary means were ' not 
adopted to restore credit and circulation. That in conse
quence of these representations, he had desired a meeting 
of different gentlemen, in order to obtain the best infor
mation in his power respecting the extent of the evil, and the 
possibility and propriety of any measure to remedy it. That, 
after much discussion, all the gentlemen present seemed to 
agree ' in a very strong opinion of the extent of the evil, though 
many 'objections at 'first occurred to any plan for remedying 
it. That, in the result, it was agreed to desire the gent^^^e^men 
whose names were mentioned in the paper' now delivered, to 
meet the next day at the Mansion-House, to consider more 
particularly the proposal for the issue of Ex^chequer bills to a 
certain amount, to be advanced, under proper regulations, for 
the accommodation of such persons as might apply for the 
same,' and likewise the objections to which such a proposal 
might be liabl^e; and that the paper which he had laid before 
the Committee contained the opinion of this second meeting.

The extent of the evil, and the necessity of a remedy, which 
to be effectual must be immediate, was made apparent to the 
Committee. In touching upon the latter point, they thought 
it material to remark, - that if the distress had been confined in 
its effects to individuals, however they might regret the extent 
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of private calamity, they should not have considered the case 
as justifying an extraordinary public interpo^i^ti^n; much less 
should they have recommended such a measure if the pressure 
had been ■ felt only by houses of doubtful credit, or who had 
suffered from the consequences of rash and unwarrantable 
spe^^ul^t^ti^i^^: but it appeared to ■ the Committee that the 
embarrassments arising from the want of credit had already 
affected houses of undoubted solidity and sufficient ultimate 
resources, and that there was too much reason to apprehend 
that these embarrassments might ' extend in a degree which no 
individual exertions could counteract, with sufficient expe
dition and certainty, to prevent consequences of the most 
serious national importance.

The principal objects in any measure for affording relief ap
peared to be, to enable those who had securities ultimately 
good, but which were not available till too distant a period, 
to receive such advances as might give them ■ the means of 
supporting the pressure to which they might be exposed in 
the intervs^l; to' furnish some medium of circulation which 
might, either directly or indirectly, ' replace the quantity of 
currency suddenly withdriai^n; and, by the effect of those 
measures, to afford such assistance to individuals as might 
revive confiidence'' and credit.

The result an act (33 Geo. Ill, cap. 29) authorizing 
the advance of Exchequer bills to the amount of £5,600,000 to 
such merchants, &c. as should apply ' for them, in sums of not 
less than £^4,000, on approved security by the commissioners, 
or on the deposit of goods. The measure was the cause a 
speedy restoration of confidence in mercantile transa(;ti<^ns; 
the difficulties of many houses were ■ removed, the manufac
tures resumed, and employment afforded to numerous work
people who would otherwise have been thrown on the parish. 
A similar measure, to the extent of £^1,5^00^,000, was passed in 
1795, for affording relii^^ to persons connected with the islands 
of Grenada and St. Vincent’s, from' the difficulties occasioned 
by the insurrection in those islands. In 1799, a similar relief, 
to the extent of £^^00,000, was granted to the merchants at 
Liverpool, in consequence of the sufferings occasioned by the 
stagna'tion of the sugar trade.

E 2 .l^n
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In 1817, £^500,000 in Exchequer bills were placed in a_ com
mission, to advance in completion of public woi^k^.s, for encou
raging fisheries and employing the poor. By subsequent acts, 
the same system has been continued from' time to time.

In 1795, the commercial pressure was such, that the Bank 
felt it necessary to diminish their- discounts. Being 'the centre ' 
of all the circulation of money, and the repositors of all the 
spare cash of the nation, it is subjected to be called upon for 
cash directly or indirectly, and is necessarily affected by every 
material failure or distress which arises from any deficiency of 
coin in the United Kingdom.

In 1797, the continual drain of bullion, owing to the expen
sive war and loans to foreign powers, raised the price of gold 
from £3 17s. 10Ji/. per oz. to £4.4s. per oz., and made it evident 
that the precious metals would soon disappear. The Bank 
had made various representations to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the subject, and anxiously required repayment 
of a considerable portion of the debt due to them from Govern
ment, then amou:nting to nearly £8^,000,000. A loan of 
£^1,500,000 was about to be raised for Ireland ; it was repre
sented that if the measure was carried through it would be 
necessary to remit the amount in cash, and - that the Bank would 
consequently be drained of specie. The run upon the country 

.banks throuighout the kingdom was severe; that upon the 
Bank of England was increasing, and had reached so alarm
ing an extent on the •24th February, that the Deputy
Governor and Mr. Bosanquet waited on Mr. Pitt to represent 
the dreadful drain of cash, and to ask him how far he thought 
the Bank might go on in paying cash, and when he would deem 
it necessary to interfere to prevent the balance of cash being 
so reduced as to prove detrimental to the immediate service of 
the state. In this crisis, the King was requested to come to 
town to assist at a meeting of the Privy Council, on Sunday the 
26th, which was accordingly held at St. James’s; when the 
following order was pa^^i^d:—

« At
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“ At the Cio^mAl Chamler^^ Whiteh'all, 2&li 1'7i97.

By the Lords of his Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy 
Coi^i^<^il:—
« Present, the Lord Chancellor, Lord President; Duke of 
Portland, Marquis Cornwallis, Earl Spencer, Earl of Liver
pool, Lord Grenville, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequ<^:r;
“ Upon the representation of the Chancellor of the Ex
chequer, stating that, from the result of the information 
which he has received, and of the inquiries which it has 
been his duty to make respecting the effect of the unusual 
demands for specie that have been made upon the metro
polis, in consequence of ill-founded or exaggerated alarms 
in different parts of the country, it appears that, unless 
some measure is immediately taken, there may be reason 
to apprehend a want of a suffii^i^ient supply of cash to answer 
the exigencies of the public service. It is the unanimous 
opinion of the Board, that it is indispensably necessary for 
the public service, that the Directors of the Bank of Eng
land should forbear issuing any cash in payment until the 
sense of Parliament can be taken' on that subject, and the 
proper measures , adopted thereupon for maintai-ning the 
means of circulation, and supporting the public and com
mercial credit of the kingdom at this important conjunc
ture ; and it is ordered, that . a copy of this minute be 
transmitted to the • Directors of the Bank of England, and 
they are hereby required,. on the grounds of the exigency of 
the ca;se, to conform thereto, until the sense of Parliament 
can be taken as aforesaid.

(Signed) “ W. Fawi^i^^ser.”

The Bank immediately issued the following noti^fe:—

“ Banh of England, Febi^i^iry 2'^th 1797. *
“ In consequence ' of an order of his Majesty’s Privy Council, 

• notified to the Bank last night, • copy of which is hereunto 
annexed;■ + 
“The Governor, deputy Governor, and Directors of the 
Bank of England, think it their duty to inform the Pro
prietors of the Bank Stock, as well as the public at large, 

E 3 “ that

    
 



54 . BANKS.

that the general concerns of the Bank are in the most 
affluent and prosperous situation, and such as to preclude 
every doubt as to the security of its notes.
“ The Directors mean to continue their, usual discounts for 
the accommodation of the commercial interest, paying the 
amount in Bank notes, and the dividend warrants wi^l be 
paid in the same manner.”
At a meeting at the Mansioi^-House on the same day, a

resolution was passed declaratory of the readiness of the parties 
then present to receive Bank-notes. It was immediately 
signed by all the gentlemen present, and in a few days by 
above three thousand principal merchants, bankers, and 
traders. Shortly after the Bank . began to issue one and two 
pound notes.

The measure was sanctioned by the 37 Geo. IlI. cap. 28, and 
by a subsequent act of the same year, cap. 45, they were prohi
bited from issuing cash in payment of any debt or demand 
whatsoever, except in sums under twenty shillings.

A writer of that day, referring to the subject of gold and 
paper currency, remarlks: “ Gold and silver and other precious 

metals have a twofold value—a value intrinsic and a value 
conventi^i^i^i^jl; they are valuable on account of their own 
qualities, and they are valuable as the signs and pledges of 
W^ialth. This distinction men learnt to make in the progress 
of commerce, and there never was an abstraction more 
curious in itself, or in common aflairs more important in its 
consequences. The conventional or arbitrary value of gold 
and silver, the signs and pledges of wealth, has been taken 

“ off—hha been abstracted from the solid metals and transferred 
to paper—a very flimsy and unsubstantial body, and which 
may be considered as holding a middle place between matter 
and spirit. It is not, however, the paper that is in fact the 
substitute for money, but something still - more exile—the 
promise, the act of the mind stamped upon it; so that .money 
has come to be not so much a substantial or material, as a 
metaphysical thing, and so ea;sily multiplied that the number 
of paper dollars in America, assignats in France, and Bank
notes in Great Britain, have almost exceeded calculation.” 
The prompt and decisive measures, however, which were 

authorized
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authorized by the Privy Council, and confirmed by Parliament, 
had the desired effect of entirely restoring public confidence. .

On the 15th D^e^c^e^mber 1808, an act was passed, . to continue 
until six months after the . ratification o-f a definitive treaty of 
peace the restrictions contained in the acts of 1797, 1798, 
1802, and 1803, on payments of cash, by the Bank.

By the 59th Geo. III. cap. 49, passed in 1819, the restrictions 
were to cease on the 1st May 1823. That act however provided, 
that whenever any person should tender to the Bank any note 
or notes payable .on demand, to an amount not less than the 
price or value of sixty ounces of gold, the Bank should exchange 
the same for standard gold in bars at the following ral^t^ss:—

Between 1st Fe^bruary, and 1st October 1820,
at the rate of.................................. pe^r oun^ce £^4 10

Between 1st October 1820 and 1st May 3 ^^9 ' 6
----------- 1st Mlay 122 1 andsst May 1233 ..... . 3 ^7

In 1816, £^2^,910,600 capital was added by the nivi1ioa among, 
the proprietors of part of the ' surplus profits, at the rate of 
25 per cent., in proportion to the interest on the capital.

In May 1821 an act was paned, authorizing the Bank to 
pay in coin of the realm in1tean of ingots or bars of gold, as 
provided for in 1819—thereby virtually authorizing the resump
tion of ca1h-paymeat1. In July 1822, Parliament resolved that 
the burtnea occa1ioaen by the military and naval pensioa1 and 
civil superaaauatioa1 should be apportioned into equal annual 
payments to trustees, for a specific term of year^; and voted, 
accordingly, that an equal • annuity of £^2^,8^00,000, terminable 

■ at the end of forty-five years from the Sth • of April 1822, 
should be vested in trustees named by Parliament, and that 
the said aanuita should be charged on the Consolinaten • Fund. 
The tru1tee1, under an authority vested in them to sell and 
nii1po1e of so much of the annuity as might be necessary for 
enabling them to pay into the Exchequer the sums required 
by the acts, entered into an agreement with the Bank of 
England, in March 1823, by which the -Bank. are to pay within 
the years 1823 and 1828, both inclusive, the gross sum of 
^13,089,419, in coa1ideration of the trustees tran1ferr^ag to 
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£^2,178,589
2.445.740
2,293,240
2.165.740
2,030,740
1,975,370

the Bank - an - annuity of -£585,740, to cm^i^'^ncjeXrom ' the 5th 
April 1823, and to continue for a term of forty-four years, and 
then to cease. .

The sums payab^^ by the Bank in each , year are as 
follow:—.

In 188^2
18:24.
18^^
18:^6

18;^i8

4

4

Total........ d^]^30^g^£»,4^19

4 Geo. fj, 
cap. 22.

The arrai^jgement wa^ confirmed by the act of May 1823.
There were two other important financial measures adopted 

in the same year, viz^. the reduction in the Navy Five per Cent, ' 
'to four per cent., eve^ holder consenting to such reduction, 
receiving for ever^ £^100 five per C?t^'t. stock, £^105 four per 
cen^.; the other was the determination of the Bank to reduce 
their rates of discount from five to four per cent., which was 
however raised again in December to five per cent.

BANKS IN INDIA,
Public as well as private, though- not chartered banks, existed 

from an early period of the Company’s Government in India; it 
was not, however, till 1806 that a public chartered bank was 
established at Calcutta. In that year the Bengal Government, 
upon the ground that it would be conducive to the maint^e^r^s^t^cfe 
of public credit, to the augmentation of capital applicable to 
commerce, to the equalization of the value of money and to the 
reduction of interest, and, moreover, that it would enable the 
Governmei^tto withstand the combination of the monied interest, 
whether -directed' against Government or an individual, establish
ed a bank' under the countenance and ' authority of Government. 
It wa;5 to consist of nine Directors, and Government were - to 

' have
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have a voice in 'the management, by nominating three of such 
Directors. The . subject . was fully considered' by the authorities 
at home, and' their sanction obtained, under a persuasion that 
it might be productive of the advantages contemplated. In 
order to remove all doubts whether the power of the local 
Governments were competent to the establishment of banks 
within the limits of the Supreme Courts, an act (the 47th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 68) was obtained, vesting the requisite powers 
in the Goveri^^i^r^ts: subject, upon any occasion of its exercise, 
to approbation from Engl^and.

The advantages anticipated appear to have been fully rea
lized; Government was enabled to withdraw from circulation a 
depreciated currency which embarrassed all its operations, -nd 
was productive . of infinite. inconvenience and injury to the 
public} an unobjectionable currency was, ; a fund
was establislred which supplied the. demands of the comm^:^i^5y; 
no scarcity of specie was any longer heard of; the rate of 
interest, both on public and private loans, was reduced, and the 
Government relieved from all financial difficulty.

The establishment of the Gov^e^i'ament Bank at Madras, 
which took place in 1805, was occasioned by intelligence 
having reached India of the hostile designs of the Fre^.di; 
when, among other precautionary measures, it was deemed 
advisable - to secure a deposit of funds. This bank was solely 
under the authority of Government, upon which principle it 
has since continued to be conducted.

At Bombay no bank under the authority of Government has 
yet been 'established.

LAWS. .
Directors of Bank of England nolt to be Directors Of the East-India 

CompaT^^y.
(1) And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 

that in all future elections of Governor, Deputy-Go
vernor, or Directors of the respective corporations of

None may be 
Governor, &c., 
rf die ^ank and 
East ■- India ,
Cfimpany at the jfjg Bank of England and of the United Company of

• ' Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, all 
and every person or persons who shall be elected Governor, De
puty-Governor, or Director of- the Bank of England, shall, during 
the year for which he or they shall be elected, be incapable of being 

chosen

1710. *
9 Anne, 

e. 7, § 11.    
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chosen Director or Directors for the management of t 
said United Compa!^;y; and all anid. every person o 
shall be .elected a Director or Directors of the said • U 
shall, during the year for which he or they shall . be 
incapable of being chosen a Governor, or Deputy-GojUp 
rector or Directors of the Bank of England. .

Banks may he establisbeti in India.

(2) AnA v^liweaSeOs. may l^e expe^X^iOdt titat pubiu^blic 
banks for the deposit and loan of • money, and thei^ 
negotiation of securities, and other purposes, should 
be established in the East-Indies, and that the indi-'f^? 
viduals who may become members thareo;f should 
under and by the authority of the respective gove 
East-In^ii^ii; but doubts have been antartatned, whe*' 
of those governments are competent to the establi 
banks within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the 
of justice in India which have been estaelished b; 
charters, and it is expedient that such doubts shoul 
be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted an 
it . shall and may be lawful to and for the several gov 
East-Indies to establish, such public banks, with perp 
and such rights, priviilieges, fr^chises, • and immuniti 
dental or are usually granted to corporations legall 
part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
England, and under and subject to such terms and conditions as they 
shall see fit;; and that the several persons who shall be so incorpo
rated,. and their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, shall 
have, hold, enjoy, and be entitled to pH such rights, p^i’^itl^gas, fran
chises, and immunities, as well within as beyond the local limits of 
the jurisdiction of the several courts of justice so established as afore
said, according to the true intent and meaning of the several orders 
or acts, by virtue of .which any such banks or corporations sha^l. be 
so estab^^ii^l^i^d: provided always, that the establiseyent of any such 
banks or. corporations shall not be valid or effectual, until they sepll 
eava received the approbation of the Court of Directors of the said 
Company, subject to the control of the Board of Commisstonars for 
the Alfairs of India for the time being.

Members or Subscribers to Banks.
(3) And be it enacted, that it shall and may be 

lawful to and for all persons whomsoever in the ser
vice of the said Company, and for all the ' judges of 
the several courts of justice in India, to subscribe to
and become members of any such bank or corporation as aforesaid, 
and that it shall be lawful to and for any person or persons in the

. service -

All per^ns in 
the service of 
the Company 
may subscribe to 
banks.
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* -service of- the said Company to be elected or appointed, or to 
1 * become directors or managers the^^^olT; any thing contained in the

• said act of the thirty-third year of his present Majesty’s reign, or 
any other act of - Parliament, to the contrary ther^o^ in anywise not
withstanding.- •

(4) Providec^ advai^s, i^nd be it further (Enacted, d,at judg^e ix) bss
6o judge of any of the said courts of justice in India, ® Director, 
established by his Maj^esty’s cheeter, shall be cepebla of being 
ept^<^iiltce to or hdleing the ofS^iie of the directoe or meneger of any 
such bank or coepdeation. -

LAWS,

1807.
47 Geo. S, 
c. 68, 5 9.

§ 10.
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board of commissioners for the

AFFAIRS OF INDIA.

Previous to 1781, the affairs of India were administered by 
the East-India Company, without any direct control on the part 

21 Geo. • 3, of his Majesty’s Government. In that year it was enacted by 
’ ’ ’ Parliament, , that the Court of Directors should deliver to the

Lords of Treasury copies of all letters and orders relating to 
the revenues of the Company, and to one of his Majesty’s 
Secretaries of State copies of all letters and orders relating to 
the civil and military government and affairs of the Company, 
or of their servants in Indiia; also that the Court should be 
bound by such instructions as they might receive from his 
Majesty, through one of the Secretaries of State, so far as 
related to the conduct and transactions of the Company and 
their servants with the country powers in India, as well to the 
levying war as to making peace.

This arrangement continued in force until the year 1784, 
when it was superseded by the act of 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, 
under which the Board ,of Commissioners for the Alfairs of India 
was first constituted.

The following statement of the circumstances which led to 
the institution of that Board, may afford a useful introduction 
to the various enactments which prescribe the nature and extent 
of the powers with which it is invested.

About the year 1780, various discussiions upon points con
nected with India took place in the House of Commons, and 
were continued with great earnestness during the two suc
ceeding years. In 1782 a select committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed, for the specific purpose of inquiring 
into the state of the administration of justice in India, and of 
considering how the British possessions in the East could be 
held with most advantage to Great Britain, as well as to the 
native population of India. The session of 1782 closed with
out any measure being proposed to Parliament; but the affairs 
of the Company, and the necessity of framing some regula

tions
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tions for the future management of them, formed a prominent 
feature in the King's speech upon the opening of Parliament 
in the year 1783 :—“ The situation of the East-India Com- 
“ pany will require the utmost exertions of your wisdom to 
“ maintain and improve the valuable advantages derived from 

our Indian possessions, and to promote and to secure the 
“ happiness of the native inhabitants of those provinces.” On 
the 18th of November in that ' year, leave was given to bring 
in a bill for vesting the affairs of the Company in the bands 
of commissioners, for the benefit of the proprietors and the 
publiic; and also another bill for the better government of 
the territorial possesisions and dependencies in India. These 
bills were subsequently forced into one; well known '■ as “ Mn 
“ - Fox's East-India Bill.” The following is a brief outline of 
the nature of the bills, their objects, and the grounds upon 
which they were brought forward and opposed.

By the former of these bills the whole government and 
, management of the territorial possessions, revenues, and com

merce of the Company, together with all the powers before 
vested in the Courts' of Di^rectors or Proprietors, should be 
vested in Seven Directors named in the act, for four years. The 
persons nominated in the Committee to be Directors were,- Earl 
Fitzwilliam, Mr. Frederick Montagu, Lord Lewisham, Mr. 
Geo. Aug. North, Sir Gilbert Elliott, Sir Henry Fletcher, and 
Mr. Gregory.

Ni^ne, Assistant-Di^rectors, being proprietors of £^2,000 stock 
each, were to be appointed, - for the sole purpose of -managing 
the commercial concerns of the Company—to act under the 
orders of, and be subject to the seven directors before named.

All vacancies in the of^ce of 'Directors were to be filled by 
his Majesty, and those of the Assista:nt-Di^rectors by the Pro
prietors, at an election by open poll.

The Assistant-Directors were to be removeable by five 
Directors; the Directors and Assistant-Di^rectors were to be 
removeabile by his Majesty, upon an address of either House 
of Parliament.

The Di^rectors were to have authority to remove, suspend, 
appoint, or restore any of the officers in the Company's service, 
either civil or military.

It
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It presided ' for the speedy and effectual trial of all persons 
charged with offences in India, and for the prevention of all 
parties so charged from returning to India before an examina
tion had taken place . :—each Director was to enter upon the 
j^ui^nals, and subscribe his ' name, with the specific reasons for 
his vote on the particular case. A decision was to be had on 
any differences or doubts which might arise amongst the mem
bers of the Governments in India, within three months after 
the • account should have reached the Directors. If any delay 
in such decision, their . reasons were to be entered for not coming 
to a determination.

The Directors and Assist^^t-Directors were not to hold any 
office whatever in the service of the Company, or hny place of 
profit 'from the Crown, during pleasure. The Directors . werei 
not' disqualified from' sitting in the House of Commons. Each 
Assistant-Director was to receive a salary of £^500 per .annum 
from the Company.

The' second bill -went to explain the powt^r^;? vested in the 
Governor-General and Council by the act of 1773, and forbad 
the exchange, acquisition, or invasion of any territory in India; 
declared the acceptance of presents illegal; prescribed a mode^- 
for adjusting the disputes between the Nabob of Arcot and the 
Rajah of Tanjore, or between them and their British creditors; 
explained the powers of the Governor-General in Council over 

'the other .Presidencies, as to war, peace, and treaties; disquali
fied the agent of any protected prince, and all persc^r^s^^ in the 
service of the Company, from sitting in the House of Commons 
during their continuance in such employment, and for a certain 
time after their quitting such servii^is; lasitly, it directed that 
all offences against the proposed act might be prosecuted in 
the courts in India, or in the Court of King's Bench.

The arguments urged in opposition to the bills were, first, 
the arbitrary defeasance of the chartered rights of the Courts of ' 
Proprietors and T^i^^ect^ors, without a justifiable plea of neces
sity ; and; secondly, the dangerous power lodged in the hands 
of the new commissione^rs. ........

The ' supporters of the bill, with regard to the first objeetibh, 
i-;ferred to the acts of 1773, depriving the £^500 stock-holders I 
of-the right of voting, and to the act of 1781; which, it was 

contended.
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*. ■ .contended, all interfered, more or less, with the Company’s 
chartered rights. They remarked, that it was admitted on all 
sides . that some revision was requisite, und asked how it was 
possible to attempt any regulation without violating the- Com
pany’s charter. On the other - side it was contended diat, 
though some reform was necessary, the extent of the remedy 
went infinitely beyond the extent of the necessi^i^-^; that the. 
disfranchisement of the members of the Company, and the 
confiscation of their property, could only be justified by acts 
of delinquency legally established. It Was rsplisd, that the bill 
vested it in the Company in trust . for the sole benefit of the 
Proprietors, i - . . ,l (

But to whom, it was asked, were the Proprietors to apply ■ 
for relief in cases of the grossest abuse of the trusts,? It,could . 
only be to Parliament; where, in any dispute, the corrupt 
influence created . by the biUs would readily -■ procure to any 
minister a majority in his favour.

In support of the bills, accounts were brought forward to 
shew that the Company were on .the verge of bankruptcy: 
whilst, . on . the other side, it - was averred that these accounts 
were - absolutely fa^s^ie; and another account was presented to 
the - House, -prepared by the Court of Directors, shewing a 
balance of nearly four millions in the Compan^y’s favour.

The second head of abuses brought forward related to the 
government in India. Three points were noticed as affected 
by the prevailing system: first, the independent powers of that 
country, against whom, it was contended, extravagant projects 
and expensive wars had been entered into by the Company, 
for the purpose of extending their dominii^^i^: secondly, the 
states in alliance with us, or dependent on us, towards whom - 
a . ruinous interference had been exercised, their rights in
vaded, aids - and tribute unjustly exacted, and the enormous 
peculations of .the Company’s servants, and disorr^is^it^s- and' 
rapacity of the military ; and, thirdly, our own tessitorial pos
sessions, governed with the'single. view of trai^ss^ii^t^ii^jg wealth 
to Europe. . .

Although the evils were allowed to exist, still the picture 
drawn of them was deemed to be much exaggerated; but whilst 
rsmediss were admitted to be necessary, a total change of 

system
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■ ■ -t *• * •system was most strongly opposed. Il*wms insisted on, that 

the Company's despatches to India wefe, <or *li(5 most part, , 
consonant to policy and humai^il^ty; and,*as p, check upon an;y. 
collusion between the servants of the Company and their' 
masters had been given by act of Parliament, it was stated 
that, by amending a few errors and supplying a few defects, 
a control might be established over the Company sufficient 
for the purpose of good government, without the violent demo
lition of ■ its rights, as aimed at by the ' proposed bill. '! But the 
argument most strongly insisted upon was, the creation of a' 
new and unconstitutional power—a kind of fourth estate ■ in the 
realm; and by . the enormous influence it lodged in the hands 
of a faction for four years, might, in the end, annihilate ■ the 
power of the Crown and subvert the constitution.

The bill excited the immediate and warm' opposition of the 
Directors and Proprieto^^: an appeal against it was agreed to 
iti the General Court, on the 21st of November 1783/ A peti
tion from the Company was accordingly presented to the 
House of Commons on the 25th' of that month, setting forth 
that the proposed bill destroyed the constitution, and wholly 
subverted the rights and privileges given to the Company by 
Aeir charter, made for valuable considerations, and confirmed 
Sy divers acts of Parliament, confiscating their property, and 
seizing and taking possession of all their lands, tenements, 
houses, warehouses^ and other buildings, books, records, 
charters, letters and other papers, ships, vessels, goods, wares, 
merchandize, money, securities for money, and other effects 
belonging to the Company (a proceeding most contrary to the 
sacred rights of British subjects), and praying to' be heard by 
counsel. Messrs. Rous and Dallas were appointed counsel.

In the debate on the 27ta November 1783, Mr. Pitt stated 
that he had pledged hims^l^f to the House, and to the world 
at large, to point out the dreadful tendency of the bill on every 
thing dear and sacred to Englishmen, to prove its inimical 
influence on the constitution and liberties of the' country, and 
to establish, ■ by undeniable evidence, the false and pernicious 
principles on which it was founded. The alleged bankruptcy 
of ' the East-India Company, he contended, was not proved; 
buy had it been founded, he denied it to be a fit plea to warrant

• the
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the passing the* He trusted the House had too much 
regard- for. its, .owf^ h^i^c^ur and dignity,' too scrupulous an 
attention to justice, and too conscientious an adherence to their 

duty to their constituents, to support the. minister - in one of 
the - boldest, most unprecedented, most desperate and alarming 
attempts at- the exercise^, of tyra^my that ever disgraced the 
annals of this or any other country. Alluding to Mr. Fox, he 
observes, “ The right honourable gentleman, whose eloquence 

and whose abilities would lend a grace to deformity, has 
appealed to the passi^orfS, and pressed home the distressed 
situation - of the unhappy natives of India^ a situation which 
every man must deeply deplore and anxiously wish to 
relii^'^e: but ought the right - honourable gentleman to pro
ceed to the protection of the oppressed abroad, by enforcing

“ -the most unparalleled oppression at home ? Was the relief to 
“- be administered in Asia, to be grounded on violence and 
“ injustice in Europe, ?”

Mr. Pitt afterwards justified the financial statement set forth 
by the Court of Directors, and moved the adjournment -of the 
debi^ttj: which - motion was negatived by 229 noes to 120 ayes. 
On the 8th D^e^c^ember the bill parsed the Commons, on a- divi
sion of 208 to 102, and was the next day carried to the Lords.

It has been remarked, - that -on the division, several of the, 
members well known as the friends of his Majesty gave their * 
votes on the side of opposition. It was, however, generally 
imagined that ministers were too strong to be affected, and it 
was deemed to the la^t degree improbable that they should 
have adopted a -measure of such infinite importance, either 
without knowing, or contrary to, the inclinations of the King. 
The Company lost no time in presenting a . petition - to the 
House of Lords, similar in import to that which had been laid 
before the House of Com^r^i^^; and here - the appeal was more 
successful. On the first reading, -which took place the 11th 
December, Earl Temple, Lord Thurlow, and the Duke of 
Richmond, expressed their abhorrence of the measure -in the 
most unqualified teriffs. The second reading - was fixed for 
Monday the- 15th Various rumours ■ began to- cir
culate. It was confidently alarmed that Earl Temple had 
been ordered to . attend the King, and that a written note had 

F been
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been put into his hands, in which his Majesty declared that “ he 
“ should deem those who shoul^tt for it, not only not his

friends but his . enemies, and that if Lord.jJi'emple could put it 
“ in stronger words, he had full authority to do so.” . Circum
stances which took place on the second reading of the bill, -on 
the 15th Dece^mber, appeared to confirm the truth of the reports. 
—Several peers who had -entrusted their proxies to the minister 
and his friends, withdrew them only a few hours hefor<3, the 
House met, and- others voted in opposition to him, so that he 
was left -in a- minority .of 79 to -87. 'In the debate, on the. ques
tion for adj<ournment moved by the. Duke of Chandos, for the 
purpose of hearing counsel, Lord Temple acknowledged that 
he had been admitted to an audience of the King, and con
tended that, as a peer of the realm, he had a right to offer his 
Majesty such advice as he might think proper. He had, he 
said, given his adv:^<^<s: what that was he would not say—it was 
lodged in the breast of the Kii^n? 5 nor would he declare the 
purport of it without his Majesty's consent, or till he. saw, a 
proper occasion.. But though he would not declare affirma
tively what his advice to his sovereign was, he would tell their 
Lordships, negatively, what . was not—it was not friendly to 
the principles and objects of the bill. '

In the House of Commons, referience was made to the above
mentioned reports, and a motion was submitted by Mr. Baker,

That it is now nece^ss^^i^j^. to declare, that to report any 
opinion, or pretended opinion of his Majesty, upon any bill 
or other proceedings depending in either. House of Parlia
ment, with- a view to influence the votes of the members, is 
a high crime and misdemeanor, derogatory to the . honour of 
the Crown, a breach ofthe fundamental privileges of Parlia
ment, and subversive of the constitution.” Lord Maitland

seconded the motion: which was strongly opposed by Mr. Pitt, 
who, with reference to the criminality of the facts which were 
the subj'ects of these reports, -denied that it. was criminal in 
any 9f the peers, who were the acknowledged heredita^ry 
counsellors of the .crown, to give his advice to the King, in any 
case whati^^i^ir; and as to the breach of privilege of Parliament, 
he contended that the precedents which had been read from 
the journals,, though selected from .the glorious times of King 

- / Charles
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Charles the First, were in no wise applicable to the present 
case. After a warm debate, 'the motion was .carried by 153 to 
8O. It was then ' resolved, that on the Monday following the 
House would resolve itse^^^ into a committee of the whole House, 
to take into consideration the .present state of the nation.

As a change of .ministers appeared to be determined on, 
and, consequently, a dissolution of Parliament, immediately 
after these resolutions Mr, Erskine moved, that it is neces

sary to the most 'essential interests ■ of this kingdom, and 
peculiarly incumbent on’this House, to pursue with unre
mitting attention the consideration of a suitable' remedy for 
the abuses which have prevailed in the government of the 
British dominions in the Ea^’^-In'^^ii^s!; and that this House 
will consider as an enemy to his country any j^ef^on who 
shall presume to advise his Majesty to prevent, or in any 
manner interrupt the discharge of this important duty.”-

The motion was opposed' as factious, and touching on the 
undoubted prerogative of the Crown without any justifiable 
cause. A member observed, that the true meaning and intent 
of the. motion was, “ 'that it is necessary, for 'securing the pre- 
“ sent administration’s continuance in olBcej that no dissolu- 
“ tion of Parliament should take place at present.”

The motion was, however, carried by the same ■ majority as 
the former. On We^dnesday, the 17th De^c^t^mber, the bill was 
rejected by the Lords, on a division of ninety-five to seventy- 
six. • •

At twelve o’clock on the following night, ■ the 18th Decem
ber, a messenger delivered to the two Secretaries of State his 
Majesty’s orders,

a

“ that ' they should deliver up. the seals of 
their offices, aild send them by the under Secretaries, Mr. 
Fraser and Mr. Nepean, as a personal interview on the 
occasion would be disagreeable to him.”
Lord Temple received the . seals from his Majesty, and his 

Lordship sent . letters of dismission to the Cabinet Council the 
following day. At the same time, Mr. Pitt was appointed First 
Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Earl Gower President of the Council. On the 22d, Lord 
Temple resigned the seals of of^ce, and they were delivered 
to Lord Sydney, as Secretary of State for the Home De^part- 
. F 2 merit.
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ment, and also to the Marquess of Carmarthen for the -Foreign. 
Lord Thurlow was 'appointed Lord Chance^^hir; the- L>ulc^> of 
Rutland,- Lord Privy-Seal; ' Viscount Howe, First 'Lord of the 
Admiralty ■; and the Duke of Richmond, M^iste^i^^C^i^l^f^i^al > of 
the Ordnance; Mr. W:^]^l:^am Grenville and Lord Mulg^i^a^Ve 
succeeded Mr. Burke in the - Pay-Office; • and Mr. He^Ury 
^t^t^das was appointed Treasurer of -the Navy. -

On -the fate of the bill being communicated to tho General 
Court, on the 19th - De^cember, a motion was ma(^i^,' “ that 
“ -the thanks of the Court be -presented to fourteen members 

of ' the Court of Di^rectors (naming each), for thei^r. steady, 
virtuous, and manly fortitude, in adhering to' - their duty, 

“ and opposing the late violent attempts - made nrpon the 
“ ' chartered - rights and franchises of the Company, also for the 
“ assistance - thus rendered to - the Committee of ^r^priet^ors, 
“ -appointed by the General Court to watch over the- rights of 
“ the Company and maintain their privileges.” - An- amend
ment -was moved, “ to leave out the - names of the - fourteen 
“- members, and insert the words ‘ the Court of Dir^c^tor^ r’” 
which was lost, and the original motion carried by a - very 
large maji^J^i^^^; the ^i^rectors who were named being >

Nathaniel -Smith, Esq., Chairi^i^n;
' William ^e^v^aynes, Esq. Deputy Chairman;-

Be^njamin Booth, Esq. ■
William Bensley, Esq.
Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 
Charles Boddam, Esq. 
Lionel Da^rell, Esq. 
John Hunter, Esq. 
W-^]^]^iam - Mills, Esq.

■ Thomas Parry, Esq.
John Roberts, Esq.
Samuel Smith, jun. Esq.

' Lawrence Sulivan, Esq. ■ and
John Townson, Esq. •

Unanimous votes of thanks were passed to George Johnston, 
E^sq., and Richard Atkinson, Esq;, for their services iti the 
Committee of Proprietors, and -to -the Counci^^-who had de
fended the Company's rights at the bars- of- both '^r^t^s^es- of 

• ' ' Parliament;
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; and three proprietors -werd iinanimausly ■ requested 
to come;forward as candidates tq- the - three vacancies bccaf-
siOned hy the resignations of Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart., -and 
Jacob ^Willcnssor^,' Esqi,rand -the death - of Sir William James, 
Bart! I. • I ' . . ' " I- ( . ' .
[ Al! a G^e^n^e^ral Court held ion the followirng. day, ai unanir 

mous resolution was passed, declaratory of the , Company’^ 
readiness.at all times to treat in an . amicable tnanner- .'^iith his 
Majesty’si ministers, upon all such regulations of the Gom4 
pany’s affairs as shall be for thegeneral welfare of the public:and 
the Company. Votes of thanks also were passed unanimously^' to 
the Lord Mayor,- Aldermen, Common Council and Live^^- of 
the city of London, for the ready and firm assistance given 
by . them . to the Compan^y; and tO' John Smith, Es^c;;, the Cotri-^ 
pany’s solicitor, for- the - great ability, zeal, and diligence he 
had shewn in defence of the Company’s rights; and it was 
unanimously recommended to- the Court of Directors - td make 
such ^complimentary present as they might think fit to the 
counsel employed in the Company’s defence, and also to th'e 
Company’s solicitor. .

A report’ -being prevalent of an intended - dissolution of 
Parliament, the House of Commons went into a committee 
on the State- of the Nation, on the 22d of Dc^c^e^mber 1783, 
and agreed to supplicate his Majesty not 'to 'dissolve the Par
liament; urging, among other .considerations, the necessity 
for “ reformation in the government of, the East-Indies at 
“ home and abroad.” i .

His Majesty was pleased, on the 24th 1783, to
signify his acquiescence in the request - of the. House of Com
mons ; and, in his reply, his Majesty observ^^i, the state

of the - East -Indies is an object of as- inuch- delicacy and 
importance as can exercise thi^. wisdom , and - justice of 
Parliament.” < i - : ,
A reso.lution havin-g been, - proposed by Lord - . Bfeauchamp, ’

and agreed to by the House, restricting the Confpany from 
■cceeitii^'g bills of exchange but under .certain conditions,’ and 
another res^ilution fai^-vied by the Earl of Surrey for kn address 
to his Majes^;y, prayi:ng that his Majesty would not grant the 
office of Chaneellor- of the Duchy -of Lancaster to any person, 

S 3 otherwise
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othetwise than during pleasure, before the 20th January, the 
House adjourned' to the 12th of that month.

Conferences bad been held between his Majesty’s ministers 
and the Court of Dliie^ct(^i’s, with the view of framing a bill to 
be submitted to Parliament for the future government of the 
Compairy: the same having been agreed upon, it was com
municated by tire Court of Directors to the Court of Pro
prietors on the 8th of January 1784; who, on the 10th, 
adopted the following resolution by the ballot, the numbers 
being 250 ayes and 50 nays: “ that, confiding in the ' wisdom 

of Parliament for an effectual relief in the respite' of duties, 
for such time as the exigency of the Company’s affairs may 
appear to require, and for pm'mitting the acceptance of the 
unaccepted bills, so that they may become payable at such 
times as it shall appear that the Company will, in the 
ordinary course of their affairs, be able to pay the saime; 
and also con^ding that all appointments of servants and the 
manUigement of the Company’s commerce shall remain 
wholly with the Comj^f^i^}y; it is the opinion of this Court, 
that it will be expedient for the Company cheerfully to 
acquiesce in the following powers being 'vested in Govern
ment, viz. first, that all despatches to or from India on the 
subject of the civil or military government or revenue be 
communicated to one of the King’s ministers, and that 
the Directors shall 'be bound to conform to his Majesty’s 
pleasure, signified within a competent tim^; thereupon the 
Company confiding that such contriolling power will be 
vested in an efficient minister, or other person or persons, 
enabled by their situation and functions to attend to the 
affairs of the Cbmpany as they arise:.—Secondly, that as 
despatches to India relative to commercial affairs may' be 
connected with the civil or military government or reven'ues 
of the Company, all despatches on commercial ' affairs shall 
also be transmitted in like man^^ir; and the minister to 
whom they are transmitted shall have power to put a nega
tive thereupon, in such cases only where the commercial 
affairs are connected with the civil or military government 
or revenues ' of the Company, stating his reasons in writing 
for such negat:iv^; and if the Company shall not alter the 

“ same

“'
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same . so as to obtain its approbation, they may. apply by 
petition to bis Majesty in .Council, whose decision on- the- 
matter in dispute shall be conclusive.”
On the nth January, four days after the above resolutions 

had been agreed to by the Proprietors, Mr. Pitt moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, “ for the better Government and 
“ Management of the Affairs of the East-India Company.” 
Such bill was accordingly introduced on the bSth of January 
1784, and read a second time on the 23d; but, on the motion 
for its being committed, was lost;: the numbers having been, 
214 for, and 222 against the motion.

No sooner had this decision taken place, than Mr. Fox gave 
notice of his intention to bring in another bill, “ for the 
“ better Regulation and Management of the Affairs of the 
“ East-India Company.”

On the following day, as an impression prevailed that a disso
lution of Parliament would take place, .JUr. Powys asked the 
minister whether he could pledge himse^ that the House 
should meet there in Parliament on Monday next. The 
minister was . also called upon to give the House some satis
factory reasons for his continuing in ofStce, after repeated resolu-^. 
tions had passed against him. Mr. Pitt observed, that although 
a minister continuing at his post after the House of Commons 
hiid declared him undeserving of their confidence was novel and 
extraordinary, yet it was by no means unconstitutional. He 
conceived that, by the constitution, neither the appointment 
or removal of a minister rested with that House. That he 
neither could or ought to remain long in such a situation; 
but it behoved him’ to consider who were likely to be his 
succes5o:^is; and he was bound in honour and duty so far to 
support the prerogative of the Crown, as - not to quit a situa
tion because it was become difl^i^ult or dangerous, till he saw 
some prospect of its being filled in a manner more acceptable 
to all the parties concerned.
' With the view of promoting a reconciliation of parties, a 
meeting of nearly seventy members took place on the 26th 
January, at the St. Alban's Tavern ; but the Duke of Portland 
declined havi^ng any interview with Mr. Pitt, so long as the 
latter held his situation of prime minister in defiance of the 

r 4 resolutions
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i^^i^olutions of -the -House. Mn Pitt still declined resigning, 
‘either virtually or actually, ' as a preliminary to a negotiation. 
On the 2d February, in the House of Commons,- Mr. Coke 

hnoved- a resolution, having for its object th^. reprehension of 
'Mr.-Pitt’s refusal to resign, declaring “ that the continuance 

of the present ministers in office was an obstacle to the 
forming a firm, efiR^icient, extended, and united administra- 

-‘^fitii^n.” - This motion was strongly opposed, on the grounds 
df the growing popularity of the new . administration, and the 
‘House were adjured not to ' p'rovoke the people to - go to the 
. foot of the throne and implore the Crown to rescue them - from 
its tyranny. Mr. Pitt threw hims^^f on the candour and justice 
of the House, but declared firmly that he would not by any 

‘ management be -induced to resign. To march out of his -post 
’with -a halter about his neck, change his armour, and meanly 
-beg to be - readmitted and considered as a volunteer in theiarmy of 
the enemy, was an humiliation to which he would never - submit.

In the House of Lords, on the ^th of February, - Lord 
Effingham brought forward a motion, declaring “ that, accord- 

‘ “ ing to the known principles of this excellent constitution, 
“ the undoubted authority of appointing to the great oflices 
“ of the executive government.is solely vested in his Majesty, 

‘■’‘‘and that this House has every retison to .place tho firmest 
reliance in his Majesty’s wisdom in the exercise of this pre
rogative.” It passed without a divij^ii^n; and an- address, 

t founded thereon, was presented to the King.
It appears that his Majesty .wrote to. Mr..Pitt on - the day 

> this address was expected to be moved in the House of Lords, 
and expressed himsislf in this manner, after lamenting the 
leugih to which the House, of Commons had gon^: i “ I trust 

the House of Lords- will - this day feel that the hour is come 
for which the - wisdom of our - ancestors established, that

■ “ respectable corps in the state, to prevent either the Crown 
or the Commons from encroaching on each other. .-Indeed, 

“ -should not the Lords stand boldly forl^h* -this cqnsiiiuitou 
‘‘ must soon be changed; for if th-e only two remaining pri- 
“ vileges of the Crown are tufriuged, that of negativing ' bills 

. “ which have passed both H^c^uses - of Parliament, and that of 
** naming the ministers to be -employed, I cannot but feel, 

J ' “as
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as far as regards my person, that I can ibe no - longer of 
utility to this country, nor can with honour continue in 
this island.” • • •>

*’ On- the 11th of February, in a-t^e^t^ate- in the House .of 
<^{^i^m()ns, on ' the necessity - of -a ministry being ■ formed- which 
should embrace members of both administrations, Mr. Fox 
avowed his opinion that the House of Commons. had, and 

■>oglit to have, a real and substantial negative in the nomina
tion of minister of state. Mr. Pitt declared, that, he would . 
not- recede from -his former determination. He .denied that 

'there -Wjre any constitutional means to force -him to resi^^n; 
-irfhj proper method was by an -address to the Crown. - <. 
v*r^u’ring these transactions,- addresses from the corporation 
'a^^l'^e^rchants i of London, and from various parts of. the 
-country, were presented 'to the King, strongly expressive of 
*tlhiir confidence in the ministers, condemning the violent pro
ceedings of the House' of Commons in consequence of Mr. 

'‘'^(di’s dismissal from ol^ce, and promising support to his 
(Ma^iesty in 'the exercise of his constitutional prerogative.

Endeavours to bring -about an amicable negotiation being 
•‘•still persevered in, it was - suggested that the,Duke- bf - Portland 
I should be requested by the King to have a conference with 
t Mr. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new administration. 

This -proposition wa;s relucta:^^ly acceded to by the King, who 
--on the 15th February wrote to Mr. Pit^t;: “ My- present
“ situation is, perhaps, the most singular that ever occurred, 

either in the annals of this -or any other com^tty;.for the 
t‘'’'Hbuse of Lords, by a not less majority than near two, to one, • 

have -declared in my favour, and my subjects at large, -in a 
much more considerable pyoportioh, are not less -decided; 
to 'combat which Opposition have only a majority of twenty,.

“ or at most thirty, in the House of Commons, who,. I am 
sorry to add, seem as yet willing to prevent the public sup

-plies. Though I certainly have never much valued popu- 
'tlarity,. yet I do not think it is to be despised when - arising 

'■“i from' a rectitude of conduct, and when it is to be retained 
by following the ' same -respectable path whic^ conviction 

''“ makes me - esteem—‘l^lhat -of -duty; as calculated .to prevent 
‘“'one-branch cf the legislature from annihilating the other 

' “ two,
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two, and seizing, also the executive power, to which she has 
no claim. I will, thpugh reluctantly, go so far as to autho
rize a message in my name to be carried to the Duke of 
Portland, expressing a desire that he and Mr. Pitt may 
confer on the means of fo,rming an administration on a 
wide basis, as the only means of healing the divisions which 
stop the ■ business of the nation. Should the Duke of Port
land, when required by me, refuse to meet Mr. Pitt, more 
especially upon the strange plea he has as yet held .fo^i^ti”

(a refusal to -resign), “ I must here declare, jtlaat I shall not 
deem it right for me - ever to address mysel-f again to him. 
The message must be drawn on paper, as must every thing 
in such a negociation, as far as my name is concerned.”
A message was accordingly sent by Mr. Pitt to the Duk^; but

misunderstJ^i^'ding as to the terms of the message rendered all 
hopes of a coalition illusory. On the 18th February, Mr. Pitt, 
in reply to some questions put to him, informed the House 
“ that his Majesty, after a consideration of all the cii-cum- 
“ stances of ,the country, had not thought proper to dismiss 
“ his ministers, and that his ministers had not resigned.” A 
warm debate ensued, in which it was remarked, that the only 
course would be to refuse the sup^lii^.s; and it was proposed 
to defer the ordnance estimates by the question of adjourn
ment, which was carried by 208 to 196. On the following 
day, Mr. Powys, who had voted with Mr. Fox, stated that he 
was ready to vote the supply, relying with the utmost confi
dence that his Majesty would , attend to the voice of his faithful 
Commons, and gratify those wishes with which their anxiety 
for the constitution inspired them. Mr. Pitt declared that he 
would not enter into any ,compri^im;^(^-; he would not stipulate 
any condition for the passing of .the supply. When any pro
position should be submitted to the House, it would be for 
the House to dispose of it as they should think proper,; but 
he would never make any compromise npon the subject. The 
ordnance supplies appear to have gone on in the usual course;

On the 20th of February, a resolution was moved by - Mr. 
Powys for an address to his Majesty, having for its , object the 
removal of ministers. On . this occasion Mr. Pitt, in reply to 
Mr. Fox, who had reprobated the numerous addresses pre

sented
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sented ’ to the King in support of ministers, observed,' “ that 
the right honourable gentleman had appeared in a charac
ter perfectly new to him'—he is the champion 'of the majo
rity of this house against ■ the voice of the people; ‘ It is by 
way of complimenting the people of England that their 
opinions are stated to be founded in impos)^^:^(e; and then, 
by way of libelling' their addresses, and of libelling this 
reign, he recalls to your mind the addresses offered in the 
infamous reign of Charles II,* and warning them not to 
trust at ail to the most unanimous addresses of the people 
of England, by summa:^iily mentioning those which were 
offered to that monarch, requesting the Grown to take into 
its hands ai'id protection the several charters of this ■ country. 
The allusions must not pass off unexplained. The case wte 
thiis; after many cruel and scandalous decisions in the 
courts against chartered companies, in a fit of desperation, 
the several corporations offered their charters to the Crown, 
as the only protection against this tyranny—and is this to be 
cited by way of libelling the addresses of the people at this 
time ? The right honourable gentleman is exasperated and 
surprised at the manly' spirit of' the people, -who will not 
w^^^' till their charters' are prostituted to the purpose of 
ministers, and then seek re^^^Jf by yielding them, to' the 
Crown, but who boldly resist the violence in th^' first 
instance, and who are as hardy in their resistance as t^e

“ right honourable gentleman has been in his attack. The 
right honourable gentleman asks, how should the people 

“ understand the India Bill ? Do they know the abuses in 
“ ' India? True, they may not have read all the . voluminous 

reports; neither, perhaps, haVe one-ha^f of the members 
of the house: but they know that no correction of 'abuses 
in’ India, not even the rescuing India from loss or annihila
tion, could compensate for the loss ' of the constitution. The 
plain sense of this country could see that the 'objection to

“ the India-bill was, that it raised up a new ■ power in the con- 
“ sti^^l^ti^n; that it stripped at once the Crown of its preroga* 
“ tive and the people of their chartered rights, and' that it 
“ ' created the' right honourable ' gentleman - the dictator of his 
“ king and his country.” •

a
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' ‘Ti^f^a^ddreSsiwasj however, carried: by a majority . ofj twentj> 
being, 191' to ITT,! and -presented- t< the King 

onathe -aoti^^'.io His ■j^saj'^sty’si reply waS, reported tg the.H^c^usg 
Ijyr-ith^ speaker, - om.the 2Tthj Jhl which his.r.Majesty -idor 
dh^i^ed ithac - he could not'see that the. divisions and distractitins 

the cbnntry could atall .be remedied by - the dismissj^ort ..of 
^^iinisters.' ..On the 1st .March his Majesty’s's^^^l^v^^^l■wviss!ponl 
sidered by the House of Commons, when ■ another address 
*^as-iOg^^ed Io, in which the House - claimed,.as a right,) to 
advise- his- Majesty on every proper occasion touching the 
exercise of his royal prerogative, and-uu^ging the removal 
off ininisters. . The- numbers for-the address -.were.,,2^1,to 
189.1 It Wiis -presented on -the 4tK His Majesty’s .reply ex^ 
pt^sifed a . conviction that the obj^cs^? contemplated were, hot 
likel}^' to be obtained by the dismission of minis^ite^r^js? His 
Majesty’s answer was ordered to be taken into consideration 
on the 8th ■ of March. On that day Mr. .Fox moved that a 
representation be presented to his Majesty, in which it Wis 
stated, that it had been the practice of the House to withhold 
supplies until grievances were redressed, and that the con* 
tinuation of - the administration was ■ an .innovation upon, the 
system which had till then prevailed. The motion was' carried 
by - a majority of one only, the numbers being 191 i to .190.; 
upon which it was ordered, without a division, that the irepre- 
sentation should be presented to His Majesty by such members 
as were -privy -counsellors. lO

Mr. Pitt - sent to bis Majesty at W:^ndsor an account of -what 
had passed. In the answer which -he - received were the foUbw- 
ing'p^assages: “ The avowal that all negotiation is at - ^^jp^nd 

gives every reason to hope that, by a firm and proper corf-
h.'duct, this -faction will be des^j^t^^d.- by. many, and at--length 
“ be forgot. I shall ever with pleasure consider, that, by .t^'e 
‘f iprudence as well as rectitude of one person in thb House 

of Coffim^i^,s,’ this great change has been effected.. and that 
‘f he will ever be able to reflect, with satisfaction, that iri - hay- 

.‘t" ing supported-, me he has saved - the constitution, the most 
'«■ perfect of human formation.” ■ . , ,. , ! . '*

The Mutiny -bill -and some other - bills -as to S^^jplies,--were 
passed, and- nothing of moment occurred till the 82d of March, 

’ when,
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whenj 'upon 'the Secre^t^ai-y at War moving the order of 'the day' 
for -a comniittee on the army estimates,. Sir Grey Cooper 
mentioned ' the report of an intended dissolution of Parliament, 
which measure he termed darinig and unwari'antable. Various 
inquiries 'were made of the minister by several memb<^is5i, who 
tools''T^O' notice of them. On the following day Mr. 'Eden, 
Lord North, and General Conway successively mentioned i^:he 
sub^'ect; but ' Mr. Pitt remained silent. ■. h.i
' ' On 'the' 24th the King 'went to the House, of Lords, and 
after'giving the royal assent to several bills, delivered a speech, 
in the*'course of which his Majesty stated that, “ oni^-,full 
“ consideration of the present situation of affairs,' and 'of ' the 

ext^raordinary circumstances which have produced it, I am 
induced to put an end to this session of ■ Parliament. I • feel 

“ dt a duty which I owe to the constitution and to the country, 
“'in such a situation, to recur as speedily as possible to 'the 
“ senses. ■ of my people by cabling a new Parliament. can 

havie no other object but to preserve the true principles of 
“ oiir free and happy constitution, and to' employ the powers 

entrusted to me by law for the only end for which they were 
given, the good ■ of my people.” The dissolution took' place 

bn the 25th March, and the new Parliament was summoned 
toi meet on the 18 th May. . -

Thus ended a contest which decided the point at iss'^^; a 
point which was considered by the nation to ■ involve the preser
vation of our constitution. Mr. Pitt’s age, at ' the period when 
these memorable struggles took place, was only twenl^j--I^A^(^, 

Parliament met on the 18th of ' May; Mr. Pitt was ele^Obed 
to represent the university of Cambridge. A - scrutiny' being 
demanded on the 'return for We^sl^minster, Mr. 'Fox took his 
seat, for 'some Scotch boroughs, through the ' interest ' of Sir 
Thomas L^undas. • , ■ •

:Ottthe'19th, after approving Mr. Cornwall as Speaker, 'his 
Majesty addressed-the Houses of L^r^cls* and Commons.)' '..The 
speech 'contained' the following passi^f^is'on the ' affairs of Ind^: 

Whilst the affairs of the East-India L^omjj^j^^ form an 
“ object of deliberation deeply connecte^d,' with the general 

interests of the tcountry—i^^lh^sit you, feel ' -a ' just - anxiety to 
f^pr.ovide foi^^ tbei ^ood government of 'our possessions int^hat 
I li '< " ' “ part
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“ part of ■ the world, you will, I trust, never lose, sight of the 
“ effect which any measure to be adopted for that purpose may 
“ have on our own constitution, and our dearc!^^ interests at 
“ home.” ' J

The address which was moved returned thanks to ' his Ma
jesty for ' the late dissolution. To this Lord Surrey -objected, 
and moved by way of amendment “ that it should be omitted.” 
The importance of unanimity was pressed upon the -minister, 
who declined - purchasing it at the expense of a - great constitu
tional question t a division took place, when the numbers for 
the original address were 282, and against it 114. This nega
tive given to Lord Surrey’s motion was considered as so un
equivocal an approbation of the dissolution, - that no direct 
question was brought forward by Opposition on the subject.

Measures for improving the revenue, and for settling the 
affairs of the East-India Company, engaged the attention of 
Parliament. ‘

With regard to the first, a^^ngst other measures was that ■ 
of the Commutation Act. {Vide Tea.)

With referience to the East-India Company, a petition had ■ 
been presented by ' the Company on the 26th May, stating' 
their inability to discharge a debt due to the public; and, 
under existing circumstances, they were incapacitated from 
accepting bills drawn from India, or from making a dividend, 
and praying such relie:f as the House might see fit. The ■ 
Directors being called on, - afforded information which was 
referred to a select committee, Mr, Dundas being chairman. 
The committee reported on the 22d June, which report was 
printed. After some discussion a bill was brou^hl; in, au
thorizing the Company to make a dividend at the rate- of eight 
per centt; and also for enabling them to accept bills of ex
change (with the consent of the Lords of the Treasury) drawn 
on them from- India, beyond the amount laid down by the act. 
of 1773, viz. £3^00,000 in any one year. These two objects 
being effected, the next measure was that of providing for t^^^’ 
permanent- regulation and future government of the East-India 
Company, and their various and extensive affairs;

A bill was accord^gly brought into the House by Mr. Pitt, 
on- the 6th July 178-4 j on which occasion he observed, that his 

endeavours
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endeavours ' were directed to suggesting -the means ■ of doing the 
most good to India and to the Ea^t-lndia Company*. with the 
least injury to our constitution. In framing such a system, he 
thought it his duty never to lose sight of this principle, that 
though no charter ■ could or ought to supersede state necessity, 
still nothing but absolute - necessity could justify a departure 
from chart;er.s; they ought never to be invaded, except when 
the public safety palled for alteration. Charters were sacred 
things; on them depended the property, franchises, and every 
thing thatwas dear to Englishmen; and wantonly to Invade 
them, would be to unhinge the constitution, ■ and throw the 
state into anarchy and confusion. There no longer existed 
any danger -of the best and most sacred rights of Englishmen * 
being made a sacrifice to the ambitious projects of those who, 
under the necessity that actually existed of some revision being 
made, had taken the desperate resolution, that nothing short of 
measures of the most decisive and extreme nature, and mea
sures far exceeding the necessity of the case, could be effectual. 
He thanked God so great a sacrifice had been esc^j^i^d; and he 
trusted that the sense .plainly and incontrovertibly declared 
to be entertained upon the subject, would prove to be the sense, 
of the majority of the House of Commons. Neither . state 
policy nor common prudence called for the Legislature’s pro
ceeding beyond the limit of the existing necessity, much less 
of going the length either ■ of dest^^,ying the rights of any indi
viduals or bodies of men, established upon the most sacred of 
all foundations, the -express words of solemn charters, recog
nized and confirmed by repeated acts of Parliaments, or of 
directly changing the constitution of the country, and depart
ing from those known principles of government which the 
wisdom of our ancestors had provided, and which had -proved: 
for ages the uninterrupted - source . of security to the liberties - of ■ 
Englishmen. With reference to the remark that commercial 
companies could not govern empires, Mr. Pitt observed, that 
was matter of mere speculation, which general experience ' 
proved to be not true in practice, however admitted in theory. 
The- East-^India Company had . governed a vast empire for 
years. In the measures to be taken for its future government, 
if they had the Company’s concurrence, it would surely be 

admitted

    
 



80 BOARD OF *COMiM][SSIONERS.

admitted that they took the safest line—that they pursued the 
wisest cour.se; and the measures he should propose were such 
as the -Company agreed to.

With respect to the new establishment at home, Mr. Pitt 
proposed to place all the civil and military affairs, the 
revenues of the East-India Company, and the government of 
their territorial possessions, nnder the control and superin
tendance of a Board of Commissioners to .be appointed by his 
Majesty, consisting of six privy counsellors, of . whom .one of 
the Secretaries of State . and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
were to be two; and the other four were to be . persons who 
should ' hold offices of considerable emolument under Govern
ment, to which little or no employment belonged, and who 
would therefore have leisure, and might . be expected to 
discharge the duties of their new situation, without any remu
neration for that ti'ouble. The Secretary of State was to be 
president of this Board, and in his absence the Chancellor of 
the Ex^cheque^; but it beings impossible that either of those 
ministers should be able to attend constantly, though they 
might be present when points of great importance were dis
cussed, the senior of the other four privy counsellors was, 
in the' absence of the Secretary of State and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, to be pres^i^i^i^lt; and it was intended that he 
should take the active part in the general - business of the 
Board. If the members present should be equally divided 
upon any question, the president was to have a casting 
vote. This Board was to have access to all papers and 
muniments of the Company, and to be furnished with such 
extracts or copies of them, as they might from time to time 
desire. To this Board the Directors were to communicate 
copies. of all proceedings, both of their own Court and of the 
Court of Proprietors, relative to the civil, military, and finan
cial affairs of the Co^j^s^i^ny ’ copies of all despatches from 
their servants in India, and also of all despatches proposed to 
be sent by them to India. These intended despatches the 
Board was to return to the ' Di^rectors within fourteett days, 
with the written appr-obation of three commissioners, or their 
reasons for disapproving them, together with instructions ' for 
alterations, if necessary, and the Directors were to send to
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India the despatches so approved or amended '; the Court 
Proprietors' was'not 'to have the power of rescinding or'altering' ' 
any resolution or act of the Directors, after it tvas 'approved' 
by the Board. The Board was also to have power to require 
the D^irectors to prepare despatches upon any proposed subject, 
and if siich despatches should • not be sent within fourteen days' 
to the Commissioners for their revisal, the Board might itself 
draw up the despatches, and order the Directors to send them 
to In^^ia; and in any case where secrecy was necessary, the 
Board might send 'its 'orders to 'a committee of three D^^r^ectors,’ 
to be' api^c^iirted by tlie Court of Di^rectors for that purpose, ' 
who were to transmit them to India without disclosing the 
substance of them; and the answers were to be sent to the' '■ 
Secret Committee of Directors, by whom they were to be com-- 
municated to the Board of Control. These powers were not ■ 
to extend to the commercial affairs of the Com^^i^jy; and if at 
any time the Commissioners should send orders or instructions ' 
to the Directors to be transmitted to India, in the opinion of 
the latter not authorized by this bill, they might appeal to the 
King in Council, whose decision was to be final. Similar 
powers had been given to the Secretaries of State by former 
Acts of Parliament; but they had never, or at least' very'*' ■ 
ranely, be^n' exercised, those great officers having been too • 
much occupied by the immediate duties of their station. • But 
this was to ' be an active, efficient, responsible board, whose 
positive concurrence, expressed by the signature of its mem
bers, was to be ' essential to every despatch sent to Indial 
This board was not, however, to have the appointment of a ' 
single servant of • the • Company, in Europe or in Asia.

With regard to India, Mr. Pitt proposed, that the govern
ment in each of the three presidencies should consist of 
a President and three Counselloris; ' that the Governor-Ge
neral of India should be president of the government in 

; • and that the Comrmu^d<^i^-iin(^ln(^f' of all the Com
pany’s forces in India should be on^' of the Council, and 
next in rank to the Governor-General; that the Comman- 
ders^-in-chii^;f at Madras and at Bomb^^ should be members 
of the council in those presidencies, next in rank to the 
respective 'Governors; but if the Comm^:^(^i^i^r4^^i^]hie^ of all 
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the forces in Indira, should , at, any, time- be- at. Madras oy '' 
Bombay, he should be a member, of the council ther^; and 
the Comma'^i^i^;^-^-^i^-c^ii^^ of the presidency should in that 
case continue to .have a seat , in the council, but no vote.- 
If the members of the council present, in any of the presidenr 
cies should . be equally divided upon any qucs^i^i^t^,. the Go
vernor or President should have a casting vote. And with a 
view of producing, an unity of system in the different, part? 
of our extensive Indian . territories, the Supreme Government 
in . Bengal was. to have an .effectual contr^^ over the, other 
presidi^^n^i^(^s>; the Governors and Councils of which were to be 
required to obey all orders they might receive from the 
Government in Bengal, unless, they were contrary to order? 
which they had previously received from .the Directors, and of 
which the Government in Bengal was ignor^^t; and in . case, of 
disobedience they were to. be liable to suspension. The appointf 
ment of the Governors, of the Commandei's-in-chief, and -of 
the other members of the council was to be in the Directors; 
but either the King . or the Court of Directors might, recall the 
Governor-General, or any other person employed by the Coipr 
pany. If the Directors should omit to fill up any vacancy 
which might take place in the council for two months after it 
was regularly. notified to them, the King might appoint, .to 
such vacancy, and the person, so appointed Wsas not to be 
liable to recall by the D^^rectors. All other appoint^men^l^s, were 
to be in . the governments of the respective . presid^^^^^^;. and 
to prevent any corrupt or improper use .of this patronage, it 
was to be provided,. that all promo.tions. in India, both civil 
and military, beneath the degree of members of . the councils,- 
should be made according to seniority, in a . regular progressive 
succession, unless for some very urgent cau^i^: in which case, 
the reasons for such deviation .from this general rule were to 
be entered at length upon the minutes of, the council, and 
copies of these entries transmitted .by,. the .first .opportunity to 
the Directors, for their confirmation .or repeal of the . appoint
ment. The . Governors and Councils were to be. empowered 
to apprehend aU persons in their respective. presidencies 
suspected of carry,ing on illicit corrss^^^^onde^i^ie, and to bring 
them to trial in India^or to send them. to England.. To prevent 

all
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all ambitious projects for the extt^i^s^ion of dominion, the Gover
nor-General and Council of Bengal were not to be permitted, 
without the express command of the D^:^i:^e^cl^ors, to enter into 
any ofE‘e:^^ive treaty, or to make war with any of the country 
powers, unless they should actually have committed hosti
lities, or have given evident proo^ of such intentions against 
the British nation in India, or against some country power 
dependent upon the Company, or whose territories they were by 
sab^iKSf^tng treaty hound to defend; and the' Governors and 
Councils of t^e other presidencies Were to be prohibited from 
comm^inc^:^jg hostilities, or concluding any treaty ' whatever with 
the country powers, without express orders from the Governor
General and Council or from the Directors, unless some immi
nent danger or sudden emergency should render it unsafe to 
postpone such hostilities or treaty; and every treaty so con
cluded was, if possible, to contain a clause, subjecting it to the 
rati^cation or rejection of the Governor-General and Council. 
The Governors and Councils of the other presidencies were to 
transmit to the Governor-General and Council copies of all their 
proceedings, and of all material occurrences in their respective 
presidencies; ‘Provision wais' to be made for the investiga
tion of the claims of British subjects on the Nabob of Arcot, 
and for settling disputes between that prince and the Rajah 
of Tanj<^^e; and also for redressing, according to the respec
tive circumstances of each particular case, all complaints of 
injustice ' and oppression from zemindars and other native 
landholders who had been dispossessed of their lands, or sub
jected to exorbitant rent^ or heavy contributions; and in 
future, payments from ' tributary princes '' and renters' of land 
were to' be' def^ite . and moderate.' All practicable retrench
ments were ' to- be made in the different 'establishments. ' The 
ages -at which writers and' cadets should be appointed were to 
be regulated,' and no • greater 'number was to be sent out than 
would be necessary to keep up the proper comp^^cjim^i^it; the 
ac^ept^nce of presents from the natives was to be forbidden, 
under ' the penalty of forfeiture and ' punishment as extori^tim; 
it was to be made a misdemeanor in the Company's ser
vants ' to ' disobey the orders or instructions' of the Directors, 
to neglect the duties' of any ' trust or employment, or to make 
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a corrupt bargain or contract relative to any office. No ■ persbn 
removed from any situation by the sentence of a court of 
law could be again employed by the Company.

The last part of the bill related to the erection of a Court 
of Judicature in England for the trial of offences committed 
in India. •

Such is a brief outline of the measure which was proposed 
by Mr. Pitt, and ultimately agreed to, the motion for the bill 
going into a committee being 271 to 60: only two subsequent 
divisions took place, on which occasions the humbers were 92 
to 7, and 110 to 89 on the other. Among the objections urged 
to it was the division of power between the Board of Com
missioners and the Court of Directors, which it was asserted 
would render the government of India weak and inefficient. 
To this it was replied, that such was not the necessary con
sequence of divided power, since in the English constitution 
,t^ie supreme power is divided into three branches, designed to 
be a control on each other, and producing the happiest and 
most perfect form of political government known in ancient 
or modern times. The difference between the bills proposed 
by Mr. Fox and Mi% Pitt have been stated as follows:—That 
of Mr. Fox took the commerce entirely away from the Com
pany ; it abolished ' the Court of ^i^i^e^c^ors, and deprived the 
Company of every appointment, civil, military, and commer
cial, both at home and abroad, vesting ■ the whole in com
missioners: Mr. Pitt’s bill left the commerce with the Com
pany, and the Directors and thejr servants in possession of 
the whole patronage. Mr. Fox’s bill was a total abrogation 
of all the Company’s rights, and a violent confiscation of ' all 
their property: Mr. Pitt’s bill was a partial deviation from 
the charter, making only such changes as were absolutely 
necessary, at the saihe time securing to the constitutional exe
cutive power of these realms the superintendence over all the 
political affairs of so vast an empire; whilst Mr. Fox’s bill 
enacted what has been termed an imperium in imperio, the 
commissioners whom he proposed not having any depen^dance 
upon or communication with his Majesty’s ministers, and 
possessing an influence of the nlost dangerous nature to the 
established authorities, with the means of involving this 

country
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country in war with any of the European states connected 
with India, without even the knowledge of his Majesty’s 
Government.

The bill's^ul^s^equently passed the Lords on the 12th of 
August 1784, and on the following day received the ■ royal 
absent.

Thus originated the act of the 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, 
under the authority of which the Board of Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India was instituted. Alterations have 
been made from time to time, which will be briefly noticed. 
In 1788, the act was passed which authorized the Board to 
direct the payment of King’s troops, to the extent of 8,045 
men.

In 1791, the act which authorized an additional number of 
King’s - troops, making the total number 10,727.

In 1793, by the ' act of the 33d Geo. III^, cap. 52, the Board 
was continued, with the following additional provi^i^ii^i^!,;—the, 
person first, named in the King’s commission was declared to 
be pre^^dient; three members were to form a Board; officers 
might be appointed by the Board; the salaries to the com
missioners and officers were first authoi^ii^i^d; those to the com
missioners were not to exceed in the whole £5,000 a-year, and 
to the officers of the Board £^11,000, making a total of £^16,000. 
The Board are to approve all grants of salaries beyond £^200 
a year. The Secret Committee was also instituted. In 1811 
the sum for the salaries and expenses of the Board - was fixed at 
£^22,000, and in 1813 at £^26,000. In the latter year, also, the 
Board was invested with control over territorial appropriation, 
and the Board’s confirmatiion is necessary to gratuities above 
£^600, and also to the restoration of servants.

The Board, as constituted under the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 32, 
and subsequent enactments, is now given.

1784.
24 Geo. S 

c. 2.5.
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§ 5.
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LAWS^.

His Majesiy 
may appoint 
Commissioners 
for tlie Affairs o^ 
India.

, Constitution of the Board.
(1) And be it further enacted by the authority afore

said, that it shall and may be ■ lawful for his Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, by any letters-^^i^t^i^t^t ■ or by 
any commission or commissions to be issued under
the great seal of Great Britain, from time to time to nominate, con
stitute, and appoint, during his or their pleasure, such members of the 
Privy Council (of whom the two principal Secretaries of State and the 
Chancellor , of the Exchequer for the time being shall always be three), 
and such other two persons as his Majesty, his heirs or successors, 
shall think fit to be, and who shall accordingly and be styled 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India.

(2) And be it further enacted, that any three or more Three to form 
of the said commissioners shall and may form a Board » Board.
for executing the several powers which by this act, or by any 
other act or acts, are or shall be given to or vested in the said 
commissionens; and that the fir^t-named commissioner in any such 
letters-patent or commission for the time being shall be the president 
of the said Boarrl; and that when any Board shall be formed in the 
absence of the president, the commissioner whose name shall stand 
next in the order of their nonrination in the said commission of those 
who shall be present, shall for that turn preside at the said Board.

(3) And be it further enacted, that if the commission- president to 
ers present at any Board shall be equally divided in opi- have casting 
nion in respect to any matter by them discussed, then
and on every such occasion the president, or in his absence the 
commissioner acting as such, shall have two voices^;^. 6r the casting 
vote.

(4) And be it further enacted, that the said Board of Board may ap- 
Commissioners shall and may nominate and appoint sa^Sedto 
such secretaries and officers as shall be necessary be fixed by his 
to attend upon the said Board, who shall be subject to Majesty, &c. 
dismission at the pleasure of the said Boai^d; and that the proceedings 
of the said commissioners shall be entered in proper bool^i^; and that 
as well the said commissioners, or such and so many of them as his 
Majesty shall think fit, as likewise their secretaries and other officers, 
shall be paid such l^xed salaries as his Majesty shall, by any warrant 
or warrants under his sign-manual, countersigned by t^^ Chancellor 
of the Exchequer for the time being, direct, the quarterly amount 
thereof being first settled and allowed by the said Board, and certi
fied by the president or acting president of the said Board for the 
time being, to the Court of Directors of the said Company.*

■ And
- f Salaries and expenses of Board ill 1793, JIGSQOO per annum; 1811, £22,0OO 
di-^^o; 181.3, £^26,000 ditto. .
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Adiiitional pro- l^y a^n a^cit m tl^e f^ftjr-f^i^ist
tUion foi* -sala- of his .Majesty’s reign* intituled “An Act for making 

Provision for the Payment of Salaries and 
not to exceed ’ “ Other -Chari’es in the OfEice of the Commissioners for 
.£26,000 per an- << the Affairs of India,” it is enacted, that the whole 
num.

LAWS.
J. ■ '

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 
C. 153, §90.

of the salaries to be ■ paid to the members of the - said 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 'of India, and to the secretaries 
and office'^^^ of the 'same, together with all other contingent chaqge^ 
and expenses of the said Board to be defrayed by the said United 
Company, should not' exceed 'the -sum of twenty-two thousand pounds 
in any one year-; and whereas it is necessary that an additi<g;i should 
be made - 'to the said sum, for -the- purpose of further remunerating the 
services of the 'secretaries and ' officers of the said .Board; be it there
fore enacted, that so much of the said act as limits the sum to be 
defrayed by the said Company on ■ accountt -of the said ■ Board to the 
sum ■ of twenty-two thousand pounds in -any one year, shall be, and the 
same is hereby rep'e^^l^d; and that, from and after the passinsg of ' this 
act, the sum to be -defrayed by the said Company, on account of the 
said Board,-shall not-exceed the sum of twenty-six thousand pounds in 
any one year, and -that the same -shall be deemed and taken as -part of 
the politicai charges of the said Company.

(6) So trium^ c^f oO XOeG'UIi cap.,U7, '78 di-ects t^ccai^i^t^s t^f 
increase and diminution of saldries, &c. to be laid before ■Parlid
merit, shall extend to the office of the Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India.

Oath to be 
taken by com
missioners.

in them (save 
tioned), shall sevetd^Iy take and subscribe the following oath (that 
is - to say):

“ I, A. B., do ■fdithfully promise d-ld swear, that, as a commissioner 
“ or member of the Board for - the Affairs of India, I will give my 
“ best ad-^ii^^ ’and -dssistarice for the good government of the British 
“'possessions -of the East-Indies, and the due administta^ion of the 
“ revenues of the same, 'accotding to law- and will execute the several 
“ ^powers 'iand trusts ^posed in me, dccording to the best of r^^ skill 
“ and judgment, without favour or affection, prejudice or malice, to 
“ any person whatever,”

Which oath any two- of the-said commissioners shall - and are hereby 
empowered to administer to the others- of them, or -any of them ; and 
the said oath shall be entered by their'-cihii^^' Secretary amongst the 
acts of the Board, amd be duly subscribed and attested by the said 
conimissionets, at the time of their taking and ddministeting the same 
to each ■othet respectively.
'Officers ’to be (8) And be it futlher enacted, that the several secre- § 1-
sworn. tdties and other officers of the said- Board shall also

G 4 take

1811.
51 Geo. 3, 

c. 75, 
§ 3.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, § 6.

(7) Provided ’also, and be it further enacted, that the 
Slid cr^miissioners, before they shall proceed to act in 
execution of any of the powers or authorities vested 
only the pow'er of administering the oath after-men-
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i>a ws.
179S, 

S3 Geo. ,3, 
c. 52, § 8. Commissioners 

and chief secre
tary may be 
elected to Par
liament. 'I

§9-

• S 30.

take and subscribe befort^' the said Board such bath of secrecy, and 
for the execution of the duties of their re.sj^t^^tive stations, as the said 
Board shalld^irect.

(9) And for obviating any doubt which might otherwise 
arise, how far ■ the office or appointment of a commis
sioner of ' the said Board 'for the Affairs of India ' by 
virtue of this 'act, Or of the chi^if secretary of the said
Board, 'be within any of the provisi^i^ii' contained in an ac^-of the 
sixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, intituled “ An Act for the 
“ 'Security of her Majesty’s Person and Government, and of the 

Succassion to the Crown of Great Britain in the Protestant Line,” 
or -low far the appointment of any such commissioner or secretary, 
being a member or members of the House of Commons, shall vacate 
his or their seat or seats in that House, be it further enacted and 
declared, that the said respective offces, places, or appointments of a 
commissioner or chief secretary of the said Board for the Affairs of 
India, to be made under the authority of this ■ act, shall not be deemed 
or taken' to be 'within the intent or purview of'the said act of the ' sixth 
year of Queen Anne, whereby to disqualify any such commissioner or 
chi^^f secretary from being elected, or sitting or voting as a member of 
the House of Commi^i^s; nor shall the appointment of any such 'com
missioner, not having any special salary annexed to such appointment, 
or the said chi^:f secretary, if a member or members of the House ■ of 
Commons, vacate his or their seat or seats in the said house ;■ any 
thing contained in the said act of the sixth year of Queen Anne, or in 
any other act, to the century notwithstanding. . • '

Powers o' the Board.
■ (10) And be it further enacted, that the said Board of To direct and 
Commissioners shall, by force and virtue of this act,

' have and be invested with full power and authority to litary or reve- 
sU^i^i^ii^^^:nd, direct, and control all acts, operations, 
and concerns which in any wise relate to or concern the civil or 
military government or revenues of the said territories and 'acquisitions 
in the East-Indi^is; subject nevertheless to such directiton;^,-rules, 
^^gulations, and restrictions, and to such appropriations of the said 
revenues, as are by this act made, provided, or established, and' not 
otherwise or in any other manner, any former act or acts to the con
trary notwithstanding. ■

(11) And be it further enacted, thaf;the!^aid commis- Boardando^- 
sioners, or any of them, or their chie^ secretary, or any cars to have ac- 
other of the officers of the said Board, by the order and ““ co
authority of the said Board, shall have free access to 
the books, papers, letters of correspondence, evidences, and other 
records of the said Company, and be assisted by the proper officers 
of the said Company in their searches for the ■ same, 'and furnished, by

■ and at the expense of the said Company, ' with copies or extracts of
so

control all con
cerns, civil, mi-

nue.
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so ■ man^-.or such parts ther^c^^ respectively as - the said Board shall 
require.
Mayrequire ac

counts, abstracts 
and- statements 
from Uic-co^i^s.

LAWS.
t

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 78.

(12) And be it further enacted, that the said. Commis
sioners for the Affairs of India, or any of the officers of 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
by the order and authority of the said Board, shall not •

only have- free access to the books, papers, letters of correspondence, 
evidences, and other records of the said Compahy, and be assisted in 
their searches for them, and furnished with copies or .extracts, in the 
manner prescribed by the said act of the Parliament of Great Britain 
of, the thirty-third year his -Majesty’s reign, but shall and may - call •
for, and direct to be. prepared, all such accounts, statements, and 
abstracts relating to the affairs of the said Company as the said 
Board - shall think fit; and the- said Court of Directors shall, with all 
reasonable despatch, cause to be prepared and transmitted to the said 
Board all such accounts, statements, and abstracts as the said Board 
shall so direct - to be prepared.

Approval ne
cessary of des- 

relatlve 
to civil or mili
tary government 
or r^v^^i^e of 
India, and ioans 
to investment.

commiitt^ie of the said Directors, until the same shall have - been 
submitted to the consideration - of and approved by the -said Board.

No despatches 
relative to ap
propriation of 
revenue, &c. to 
be sent to I^dia 
till approved by 
Board.

(13) And be it further enacted, that no orders or in-, 
structions whatever, relating to the civil or military go
vernment or revenues of the said territorial acquisitions 
in India, shall be at any time sent or given to any of the 
governments or settlements in India by the Court of 
Directors of the . said United Company, or by any

(14) And be it further enacted, that no orders . or in
structions whatever relating to the appropriation to any 
investment, or other commercial purpose whatsoever, 
of any part of the revenues of the said territories -or 
acquisitions in the Jia^t-Indies, or of any monies arising

from any loan raised or to be raised in the East-Indies, or of any . 
securities issued or to be issued f^;y any of the governments of the said 
Company, shall be at any time- sent or given to any of the govern
ments or settlements in the East-Indies by the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, or -by any committee of the - said Direct^ors, 
until the same shall have been submitted to the consideration of, and 
approved by the said Boai^d; and for that purpose, that copies of - all • 
orders and - instructions which the said Court of Directors, or any 
committee of the said Directors, shall propose to be - sent to the East
Indies, shall be by them previously laid before the said Board; and. 
that after the receipt of such proposed despatches, the said Board 
shall with all reasonable despatch, not exceeding two months, return 
the same to the said Court of Directors, or committee of Directors, 
either with, their approbation thereof, certified under the hand ■ of the 
chief, or assistant secretary to the said Board, by order of the said 
Board, or if the said Board shall disapprove, alter, or vary in substance 
any of such proposed orders or- instructions, in every such case the 

said

17&3.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 12.

1813.
53 Geo. S, 

c. 155, 
§ 70.
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Oio.
Oeo 3,

c. 155, 
b 70.

§ 67.

sS 68.

said Bttj^i'd shall ,give to said Directors, in writing Wde^ the hand
of the chief or assistant secretary of the said Board, by order of the 
said Board, their reasons, at ■ larg<e ,in 'respect thereof, together with their 
ii^ssa^uc^^it^^^S'^^o t^l^e s^iidl-lih^^o^i^s in lr(^l£^t;^om tl^i^r^(^to_; t^tid ^littt tl^e 
sb^d Diu^(^ctc^^j^s s^^a:ll, r^nd "^h^iej-'^are r^^^q^uired’'^io^i^t^^w:^t^h '^o d«^^-
patch and send the letters, orders, and instructions, in the form 
aoproved hjrbl^h; said Board, to -the propeir governpient'or officers in 
the ‘East-Indies, without further delay, U^liess, on any representation 
made to‘l^he^rn by -the said Directors, the 'said Board shall Or^ier any 
alterations ’to he made ther^ii^'; ’and that ■ thesaid Directors shall, and , 
they'are hereby'required to pay •^l^^^<^i(Bnce to, u^t^d shall be governed 
and bound by -such orders and 'instructions 'as they 'shall from lime 'to 
time receive from the said Board of Commissioners touching Or con
cerning such appropriation, acaording to the tenor and true intent of 
this act.

(1'5) And be it further enacted, -that all rates,- customs, i^utiesin Indiu 
and duties of export and import which shall be char^f^d' on Companjrb 
■nthe East-Indies Or other places under the govern- 
•^ent of 'the said-'Company, upon-any -goods, Wai^ies, ' or 
Merchandize of or belonging to the said Company, 
shall be C^h^^ir^fed in the books of account of the'Said 
Company to the debit '<^o'-the commercial branch of 
their a'ffaii^^; and all sudi 'rates, customs, ■ and duties ' which shall be so 
charged ^pon any goods, Wares, or’me^rchandize of or belonging 'to 

■the said■ Company, O" which shall be received by the said Company 
in the EaS^-Indies or parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wares, 'or mer- 
churidizB O’ any '0r^‘^i^l^ie m^e^rchant, trader, Or bther’ 'person, shall be 
placed in the books O’ - aeconn't of the said Company to the credit of 
the ' territorial revenues of 'the said' Counpairiy; and all such rates, 
CiiUtsms, ‘and duties so placed to the Credit of the territorial revenues 
of'thebj^'id Com'p^ny, shall be deemed and taken'to be part of such 
tt^tnrs(^lr,al revenues, and ^ball be subject to ' thfe cohtrol o’ -the 'said 
Board ^^'Coramissioncre, in like -manner, to all intents and purposes, 
as any other p^^ such territorial ■ncvenues.
■ (16) And je' it f^^l•tl^<rr •'e^I^£^ctt(^dl tl^itt Um B^i^ard o^f oo hiave
Gommiissornerfe for the Affairs ofIndia shall, by'^rce -and control over ter
virtue O’ 'ihis act, have and be snveiied with full power 
ard authority to superintend, 'direct, and control all 
ofdefs '^nd - instructions 'wl^iat ’̂oever which ir ’any wise 
rclate ‘to or Concern thC amount -it^ff appropria'tion to 
any ihvcSttaei''t, or -dlher -■Commen^ial purjjoses, of atty 
paft of the neven'uCS of ’^e '^s^id territories or 'acqui- 
siiioiiS in tbe East-Illd^es or' parts aforesaid, ’other than 
and eXCCpi sUch sum as by ' this ^^dt -is directed IO be issued ih India, 
for t^he purpose of making godd from 'ttie Indian revenue's paymehts 
fb be ttad'e at ’hbrnie 'ttr ’aci^ount of lern'torial fchangeli; or if any ■ 

-ifi'o01itcs arising fihsnI 'ahy IWan •raised -br 'io he■ra'sed ;in the Eas-IlridiCs,
or

and private trade 
go(xls tO'be con
sidered as'terri- 
O^n’al revetiuet 
and subject . to 
the control of 
the Board,

ritori^^e^vc^^e^, 
with <^3cvcet^on 
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er of any securities .-issu^ or. to be . issued by to^y^-Of the gcy-eBnuost^ts ILrAWS. 
of the said-Company, in .-^lie 'same ’i^j^i^i^et to-all intents and .purj^oses, ~
and under .and subject to all such and the like -regulation's and provi
sions, as if the said orders or instructions immediately related -to *^nd 
concerned the civil or military government or revenues, of .the said 
territories or acquisitions; any thing in the said fr:5(t--^isntioned act 
the thirty-third year of -his present^' Majesty, or of .any other act or 
acts, to the -contrary notwithstanding.
-Bo^rd to return 

despatches with
in two months, 
instead of foum 
teen days,

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 1.55, 
§ 68.

(17) And whereas it is provided by the said act of the 
Parliament of Great Britain of th^ thirty-third .year of 
his Majesty’s reign, that copies of all orders and in
structions which the Court of Directors, or any com

mittee of'the . Court of Directors of the said Company, shall propose to 
be se^t . to India, shall be by them previously laid before the said 
Board; and that within the space of fourteen days after the receipt of 
such proposed despatches the said Board shall return the same to the 
said Court of Directors or Committee of Directors, in the manner 
directed by the said act;: and whereas .t;he said limitation of fourteen 
days for the return of such proposed despatches may he found incon
venient, be it therefore enacted, that so mudi of the said act of the 
thirty-third year of his present Majesty as requires such proposed 
despatches to be returned by the said Board within fourteen days, 
shall be, and the same is hereby rep^^l^d; and that from and after 
the passing of this act, it shall be suffcient. for the said Board to 
return all such proposed despatches to the said Court of Directors, or 
committee of the said Court of Directo^i^; and the said Board is hereby- 
required to return the same, with all reasonable despatch, not ex
ceeding two months.
Represen^tions

Directors as to 
orders disap
proved. or alter
ed by Board. • 
AfterBoard have 
corrected the 
same, their or
ders thereon to 
be final.

RepresenfStions (i^®) Provided always, that nothingshall extend, or be
may be made by •, construed to extend, to restrict or prohibit the Direc

tors from expressing by representation in writing ■ to die 
Slid Board, Such remarks, observations, or explanations 
as slia^n occur, or they shall think fit, touching or con
cerning any letters, orders, or i nstructions, w.hi ch shall 
have been varied in substance, or disapproved by the 
said Board; and that the said Board shall, and they 
are hereby required, to take every such representation, 

and the several matters therein ..contained or alleged, into their con
’ sideration, and to give such farther orders or instructions thereupon 

as they shall think fit and ej^jp^tdi^nt; which orders Or instructions 
rl'iall be final and conclusive upon the said Directors.

•-^^it-ceedugs tf (19) And t^ihereas it is requiiisd by the saiii act of the
Board majr^be Parliament of Gre^t Britain of the thirty-third year ' 
o^'assisstuit'^se- Majesty's reigni timt Vinous proceedings of the
cretary. .said Board of Commissioners should be signed by the
cluef secretary to the said Bo^; be . it enacted, that from and after 
the passing of this act, all proceedings of the said Board to -wlrii^b the 

signature

§71.

1733.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 13.

1813.
S3 Geo. 3, 

c. 155,
5 72.
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LA WS. ,
1793.

S3 Geo. 3,
c. 52,

§ 15.

sigiiatUoe ' od the 'saib chieid secoetaoy is now by law ■oequioed, may be 
si<gued eitheo by such ■ chie;d secoetaoy oo by the aosistant-se^c^retary 
to the said Board; any act, matteo, oo thing to the contoaoy notwith
standing. ■ ■

(20) And be it duotheo enacted, that wheneveo the 
Couot od Dioectoos od the said United Company shall 
neglect ' to doame, and to toansmit to /the said Boaod, 
despatches on any subject connected with the civil oo 
militeoy goveonment od the said teruitories and acqui
sitions, oo with the oevenues theoeod, beyond the space 
od douoteen days adteo oequisition made to them by 
oodeo od the said Boaod, it shall and may be lawdul to 
and doo the said Boaod to poepaoe and send to the 
Said Dioectoos (without waiting doo the oeceipt od the 
copies ' od despatches intended to be sent by the said 
Dioectoos) any oodeos oo instouctions doo any od the
governments oo puesidencies in India, conceoning the civil oo militaoy 
government od the said territories oo the oevenues theoi^f^d: and the 
said Dioectoos shall, and they aoe heoeby oequioed to toansmit des
patches, accooding to the tenoo the said orders and instouctions 
so toansmiitted to them by the said Boaob, unto the oespective go- 
veonments and poesidencies in India, unless, on any oepoesentation 
made by the said Dioectoos to the said Boaob touching such oodeos 
oo instouctions, the said Boaob shall dioect any alteoations to be made 
in the same, which dioections the said Couot od Dioectoos shall in 
such case be bound to ■ condoom to.

Board may re
quire Directors 
to frame des
patches connect
ed wi^h civil or 
military govern
ment ; if Ckjurt 
neglect to do so 
beyond eourt^en 
days after requi
sition, the Board 
may roepeoe in
structions, and 
Directors sh»11 
forward them to 
India.

§ 16. Board only to is
sue oodrrb rela
tive to rivH oo 
military govern
ment or the j^eve- 
i^i^iesonl}?; nndif 
tlie Directors i 
think they do not 
relate to them, 
they may peti
tion his Majesty 
in Council,

(21) Poovibeb always, anb be it duotheo enacted, 
that nothing in thio act contained shall extend, ou be 
conotoueb to extend, to give to the said Boaob od Com
missioners any poweo oo authooity to issue oo send 
any oodeos oo i nstouctions ' which do not oelate to 
points connected with the civil oo militaoy government 
oo oevenues od the Boitish teuoitooies oo possessions in 
India, noo to expunge, vaoy, oo alteo any ' despatches 
pooposed by the said Couot od Dioectoos as adooesaid,
which do not oelate to the said goveonment ' oo oevenui^is: and that id 
the said Boaob shall send any oodeos oo instouctions to the said Couot 
odDioectoos, to be by them toansmiitted, which in the opinion od the 
said Couot od ■ Dioectoos shall oelate to points not connected with the 
saib civil oo militaoy government oo oevenues, then, and on any such 
occasion, it' shall be lawdul doo the saib Couot od Dioectoos to apply 
by petition ■ to ' his Majesty in Council touching the same, anb his 
Majesty in Council shall decide how dao the same be oo be not 
connected with the civil oo militaoy government anb oevenues od the 
said territories and possessions in India, which decision shall be hnal 
and conclusive, .

    
 



IBIOA RD - OF UlJMMISSIONERSi 93

(22) Provided aito, and be it fuethee enactedj _ that LAWS,
ilf the said Btoaed of Committioneet shall lie of opinion (trST
that the subject-matter of any of their deiiberationt 33 Qeo. 3, 
concerning the levying war, or making peace, or treat
ing or negotiating with any of the native pfinces or 
states in India, intended to be communicated in ordert

to any of the governmentt or pretidenciet in India, thail be of a 
nature to require tecrecy, it thail and may be lawful for the taid 
Board to tend their ordert and inttructiont to the Secret Committee 
of the taid Court of Directort, to be appointed at it by thit act 
directed, who thall thereupon, without ditcloting the tame, trahtmit 
their ordert and detpatchet, according to the tenor of the taid ordert 
and inttructiont of the taid Board, to the retpective governmentt and 
pretidenciet in India ; and that the taid governmentt and pretidenciet 
thall be bound to pay a faithful ■ obedience thereto, in like manner ■ at 
if tuch ordert and- inttructiont had been tent to them by ' the taid . 
Court of Directort. . ■

(23) And be it further enacted, that when any ■ of 
the governmentt or pre^iidenc^es in India thall be of opi- 
bion that any of their detpatchet to Great Britain, con- 
earning the government of the taid telTiltories and ac- 
quititiont, or the levying war, or making peace, or 
negotiationt or treatiet with any of the native princet

or ttatet of India, thall be of a nature to require the tame to be kept 
tecret, it thall be law’ful for the taid governmentt or pretidenciet 
retpect^vely to addrett their despatches requiring tuch tecrecy, under 
cover, tealed with their tealt, unto the taid Secret Committee of Di
rectort of the taid Company, for the intpection of tuch com^iit^e^; 
and that immediately upon the arrival of tuch detpatchet to ad- 
drested, the taid Secret Committee of Directort thall deliver the 
tame or copiet therei^lf to the taid Board.
' Sec^i^r^^Co^mnilt- 
tee' not to d«- 
close or make 
known contents 
ofany <^^s^pat^ches 
until authoiised 
by I^oard.

' Board may 
send orders to 
the Com
mittee of Di.. 
rector3,who shall 
tranernit the 
same to India.

Pr^esidencies in 
India may send 
despatches to the 
Seci^et Commit- 
tee,who shall de
liver them to the 
Board.

- - ( ’ - - . r ’ 'J J -
(24) And be it further enacted, that from.,and .after 

the patting of thit act, where any of the governmentt 
cr '.pretidei^^iet in the Eatt-Indiet. or partt, aforetaid 
thall, under the provitiont of the act of the .thirty- 
third year of his pretent Majetty, addrett any ' det- 
patchet to the Secret Committee of ■ Directars of the 

taid United Compi^i^)^,, for the intpection of tuch commiiti^i^,, the 
taid Secret ■ Commiittee -of Directort , thall not disclate or make 'known 
the contents of any , tuch detpatchet W^ich relate to the levying of 
war or the making of peace, or treating or negotiating with any of the 
native pr:inces or 'ttatet of the Eatt-Indiet, or other partt within the 
limitt of the taid Company' charter, until they thall. be authorized 
by the Board of CommLstionert for. the Affairt of India so to do.

1 i , • _ - , .
Actions

1793.
v.52, 
519.

§ 22.

1813.
5S Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
.5 73.
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LAWSr__ _ t 
1793.

33 Geo. 3,
c.
§ 68.

Actions noi-ito ie'sitayed or compou^^id^d iaithout Approbation of Board.
(25) And be it further enacted, that it shall' not be lawful for the said 

United Couipany, , or for any of their officers or servants, or for the 
Cburt of' Directors of the said Company, to discontinue, stay, or 
compound, or settle or agree to any actions or suits at law or equity, 
now depending or hereafter to be commenced, before a final decree 
or judgment shall be obtained' or given therein, unless by and with 
the approbation of the- Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India.

§14.

1807.
47 Geo. 3, 
c.68,^ess.2.

* Appointments, Board not to interfere in.

(26) Provided, also, and be it further enacted and declared, that 
nothing in this act contained, shall- extend to give to the said Board 
of Commissioners the power of nominating or appointing any of the 
servants of the said United Company, any thing - herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding.

Banks in India.
(2?) Board’s consent necessary to the establishment of banks in 

India*

1811.
51 Geo. 3, 

c. 64,
§ 1.

179.3.
S3 Geo 3, 

c 52,
§ 76.

1793.
33 Geo. 

c. 52, 
s H* 
1813.

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155. 
§<^9.

3,

Bond Debt.
(28) Board’s consent.necessary for borrowing on bond the further 

sum £2,000,000;- thus -making the total bond - debt £7,000,000.
Chinas

(29) In-case - cession from the Chinese government of territory se- 
par^l^ie from the continent of China, and- wholly - free from any jurisdic
tion or authority of the Chinese government, an^- of his-' Majesty’s 
subjects -ma;y export- British or Irish manufactures in Company’s ships, 
under-regulations and restrictions to be ap.pi^r^w^c^'-l^j^- the- Board - of 
Commissioners.
Copies of all 'Minutes (f Courts of B^i^r^e^dors and B^i^ep^iiit^t^ars, and of 

Itespa^ches, Sjc. pfrom,- India, to be sent to the ^c^c^i^di
‘ (SO) And be it further enacted, that the Court -ofDi- 

rectors of the said Company shall, and they are -hereby 
required from - time to time -to - deliver to - the said Board, 
copies of - all - minutes, orders, resolutions, and - proceed- 
mgs of all Courts o.f Proprietors, general or special, 
and of all - - Courts of - Directors, within eighth- days 
after the!'- holding- of such courts ^^s]p^<^^i^-^<^l;y; and-' 
also copies -of all letters, advices, and - -despatches, - 
which shall at any - time or- times- be received by the
Directors, or any committee of Directors, from the East-Indies, 
or from-- any othe^r- of their- settlements or factories within the 
limits- of - their- charter;- - or- -fr^^i'any of' - the-servants^'--of ' -the' ' said 
United - Company stationed -at St; Helenaj'-Bussora; Suez, Aleppo, or 
other parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to or concerning the 
civil or -military government or revenues of the said territories, or

* concerning

Co^i^ltofl^i^ec. 
tors to deliver 
to the Board co
pies of all pro* 
ct^dim^, and o^ 
despatches re
ceived relating 
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and loai^s rto ru- 
vestmei^tt 
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concer;ning the appropriation to any investment, er othe^- commercial 
purjaoses, of any part of the revenues of the said- teiTit^(^ri«;s> or acqui
sitions, or of any monies arising from any loan .raised or to be raised 
in the East-Indies, or of any securities issue^t* or to be issued by any 
o^ the governments of the said Company, immediately after the arri
val and receipt thereoft

Colleger and . Seminaries. ' ,
(31) GoU^jies and. semii^arn^ii et homemnd adrobt^ to-, be subjec.t.- to 

the coatrel of the Board.-^—(^le Collegen, &c,)

Duti^es. in India.
(32) ■ No duties impossd in Iadia by regulhtioan to be valid . till 

shactioaed .by Direct^c^ri^. and approved by Beardt
(33) Duties, in India, on . geeen . of. the Cemphay. to.b^ ,eebrted., to 

comm^rt^^; aae, together with duties, ea.^)rrvaiotl•ahe■...^^oeee, to be 
censidered .as territorial revenue, and. to..be subject to. the ceatrel of 
the Beard,

LAWS^i> ___
1813.

53 Geo. 3
c. 1.55,
§ 6^3.1

§42..

§25.

§67.

General Court I^i^c^p^i^i^etors.
(34) The orders of the Court of. Directors, when approved, by the

Beare, not . liable to be rescindee, nuspeadee, . revekee, or varied, by 
any Gl^neral Court oi. Preprie,tors•. _ .

Governor-General.
(35) The Court Directers, with the approbatiea of the Beare, 

may suspend the powers of the Gevsrner-Gsasral to act upon his 
own authoritj'.

Gratuities.
(36) No grh^ui(^i^^^n. hbeve £^600 to be valid ualenn confirmed by the

Beare.—^(,j^atM:e2s j^nd. G^^httutrn^s.) . t.
(37) Previeed also, and be it further enacted, thati.it sh^l,npl^ . .be

lawful for the .shid Bohre to . give or cause .to be given any ei^^ctiea . for 
the payment, o^ any extraoreiahr^ allowance or gratui.ty..from thn..shid 
revsauss to any psrsea, on account of nsr^ices psrfermed in India, or 
on any other hcteuat whatever, to any grshtsr ,amouat, or to . any 
other pers^QU. than shall be. .s[^cifii^<e.hadi tenthrasd, in . some. despatch 
prepesed by the, shid Court of Direc^t^c^s^oted be .neat .. to . Iadih^.aad 
transmiitted by .'them. to ..the. nhrd Behrd . for. their approbhtiea.; and 
that in every case where any such eir^ctiens shall be so given, h.din-. 
tinct hcceua.t of all. such ^hlftwhJ^Q»jro r?^«tt^irt,es .nhalL .be . aeee,d to 
the next list of establishmeatn laid before Pa.rjiikmsa).t^ by, the,.trid, 
Court of . Directori^^., , , .

' Kiang’s Tr^oaps.., .
(38) Not lawful for the Beare to give or approve oresrs or eirectioas 

that there shall be. pare, eefrayee, and . allowed any sums of money in' 
respect . of. any. grehter■ aumber. . of hin■• Majesty’s- forces thha, nhall, 
am^1^1^a-to .20,00^0. m.en, iacl^eiag. cemminsioned. and . nen-comrein-.

■ * sioaed

1793, ■
S3 Geo. .3, 
c. 52, § 33.

§55.

1813.
53 Geo. S, 

-c. 155, § 88
179.3.

3.3 Geo. ,3, 
c. 52, J 4^-

1813.
.53 Geo. 3y 

c. 155, 
§87.
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LAWS.

1813,
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 11, 12.

§ 33, 34.

1817.
57 Geo. 3, 

§36.

1819.
59 Geo. 3, 
-c. Ill,

§ 11.

§ 13.

1797.
.37 Geo. 3, 

c. 142, 
§ 8.

181.3,
53 Geo. 3, 
C155, § 25.

^^15.
55 Geo. 3, 
C84, § 1.

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 117, §2.
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sioned oflSicers, tinl^ it larger 'number is required by the Court of 
Directors.—^ele M0kary Fomif^s.)' -

'' S^cen^es ^for Ships and Persons^

(39) Form of licenses for ships in private-trade to be settled by the 
Court of Directors, with the approbation of the Board.

(40) Special licenses for the continent of Asia, between the Indus 
and Malacca (except the Company’s principal settlements), or islands 
north ofthe Equator or- Bencoolen, to be at the discretion of the Direc
tors, subjiect to the ' control -of the Board, who may direct the issue 
such license, recording the special circumstances inducing them to give 
such license in the book of the Board, Licenses for other places more 
north than 11 degrees south latitude, and between 64 and 150 degrees 
ea.st longitude, to be granted by the Board, who are to frame rules 
and regulations for the sam^; and in all cases in which any license 
may be granted by the Board otherwise than according to such rules 
and regulations, the special circumstances under which such is granted 
shall be recorded in the books of the said Board, and communicated 
to the Court of Directors.

(41) When the Court of Directors refuse permission to any person 
to proceed to the East^-dindies, the applications to be transmitted 'to 
the Board, who may di^^ct certificates -to be granted -by the Directors, 
authorizing such persons to proceed to any of the principal settle-' 
ments. Directors may miike representations thereon to the Board.

(42) Board to approve forms of lists of persons and arms on board 
ships sailing from Malta and Gibraltar to India.—(Vide Licenses.)

Postage.
(43) Board of - Commissioners may send and receive packets to . and 

from India, Ceylon, Mauritius, and the Cape, provided no such packet 
exceeds three ounces.

(44) Secretary of the Board to have the same privilege of franking 
as the under-secretaries.

Regulations issued in India,
(45) Ten copies ' of the regulations issued by the Governor-General 

in Council, .affecting the rights, persons, or property of the natives; 
to be sent home to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India.

(46) Regulations imposing duties in India not valid till sanctioned 
by Directors and Board.

(47) Regulations for extending the limits of the towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, to be approved by Board.

Regulations hy Directors as to Trade.
(48) And be it further - enacted, that all such regulations <as shall be 

framed by the said Court of Directors, for carrying ^n the trade to
and
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and from tlie British possessions in India and the countries and states 
ill amity with his Majesty, shall be, 'and they ard hdi-isby -directed to 
be subject to the superintendadce, di«^_ction,. tfl^id c^c^nl^rol of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indu^!^ in the same manner 
as all acts, operations, and concerns, which anywise relate to or con
cern the civil and military governments and revenues of the British 
territories and acquisitions in the East-Indies now are.

Salaries anl Establishments in India and at Home.
(49) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 

shall not be lawful for the said Board to give, or cause 
to be given any directions, ordering or authorizing, by 
any despatches to be sent to India, the increase of the 
established salaries, allowances, or emoluments of any 
Governor-General, Governor, or president, or mem
ber of council of any of the presidencies and settle- 
or of any other offiijer in the service of the said

Board not to di- 
recti^lje increase 
of estal)iished sa
laries unless pro* 
posed by the Di
rectors, and laid 
before Parlia
ment.

BOARD OF COMMj^^SIONERS.
♦laws, >__

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 117, 
§ 3.

1793. '
33 Geo. 3, 

7. ^^2
§ 17 St 125 .

ments there,
Company, beyond the amount to which the same now stands fiixed by 
the orders which have been sent to India, unless such increase 
shall be specified and contained in some despatch proposed by the ' 
said Court of Directors to be sent to India, and transmitted by them: 
to the said Board for , their approbation, and unless an account of the 
actual salaries, allowances, and emoluments of such Governor-General, 
Governor, -or president, or member of council, or other offi::er respec
tively, and of the increase proposed to be made therein, with the 
reasons for such increase, shall have been laid before both Houses of 
Parliament thirty days before such despatch shall be sent.

Se-rvants, Military.
Return after (•'^§9) No military ofi^er who shall have been absent

five years. from India more than t^ve years to return, unless the
Court of Directors and Board are satisfied that the said absence has 
been occasioned by sickness, infirmity, or some inevitable -accident.
Restoration af- (^1) Restoration of servants, civil and military, sus- 

ter removal or pended or removed by the governments abroad, not to 
suspension. valid without consent of the Board.

(52) The Company may restore to their service military of^cers 
removed by sentences court-martial, subject to approval by the 
Board.

1793.
33 Geo. &, 

c* 52, 
§ 70.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ ^3,48.

1811.'
51 Geo. 3, 

c. 75, 
§ 4 & 5.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

0.155,
■ § 84.

Officers who (53) Any military officer, being of the rank of a gene- 
ma;y,return, ai- ral officer or colonel commanding a regiment, or being 
fi're'ycarsS..'°”*. § lieutenant-colonel commandant of a regiment, may 

return to India, although they may have been absent ' 
more than five years; with consent of Court and Board.-^(E/’ife 
Servants, Civil and Military.)

' H Supers.
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LAWy.
1813.

P3 Gec. 3)
c. 1.5.5, 
§ 91.

1800.
39 and 40

Gec. 3,
c. 79.

Superannuations.
(54) His Majesty, iiis heirs or successors, have power to grant allow

ances, compensations,‘femunerations or superannuations, to the secre
taries and other otEi^drs o^ the said Board.—(Viide Superannuations.)

Territorial '^(^c^t^is^i^ions.
(55) The Court of Directors may appoint what parts of the territorial

‘ ‘ ‘ .................. ’ ‘ , and which of

' 1813.
53 Gec. 3,

c. 155, 
§ 81.

1793.
33 Gec. 3, 

c. 52,
' §42.;

acquisitions, revenue, &C. shall be subject to either, 
their presidencies subject to the control of the Board.,

. Vacancies in India.
(56) And be it further enacted, that from and after 

the passi^^ of this act, it shall not be lawful for the 
said Court of Directors, either provisionally or other
wise, to nominate or appoint any person to succeed to 
any office or employment in the civil or military establishments of 
the said Company in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, without the 
approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, ' other than and 
except as aforesaid : provided always, that nothing herein contained 
shall prevent or hinder the said Court of Directors from nominating 
or appointing absolutely or provi'isiionally such persons as they may 
think fit to the offices of member of council, general officer on the 
Staff, advocate and attorney-general, atto^ey at law of the said Com
pany, or chaplain at the several presidencies or settlements, or to any 
offices or employments in the civil or marine establishments of the 
said Company which may be and usually have been supplied by per
sons not having been covenanted servants of the said Company pre
viously to their nominations or appointments, nor to prevent the said 
Court of Directors from nominating or appointing writers, cadets, or 
assistant-surgeons, in such manner as they have heretofore been used 
or accustomed to do.

. War not to be declared.
(57) And forasmuch as to pursue schemes of con

quest and extension of dominion in India, are measures 
repugnant to the wish, the honour, and policy of this 
nation : be it further enacted, that it shall not be law
ful for the Governor-General in Council of Fort-Wil
liam aforesaid, without the express command and au
thority of the said Court of Directors, or of the said, 
Secret Committee by the authority of the said Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, in any case 
(except rvhere hostilities have actually been com
menced, or preparations actually made for the com
mencement of hostilities, against the British nation in 
India, or against some of the princes or states depen
dant thereon, or whose territories the said United Company shall be 
at ■ such tinye engaged by any subsisting treaty to defend or guarantee),

either

Nct tc be sup
plied by Ittrec- 
tors w^^out die 
approbation of 
the Board.

War not to be 
cleclared, &n. by 

GovMnor* 
GcncralinCoun- 
cil at Fort Wil
liam without tiie 
command r)t the 
Directors,&c.^j:- 

pres^sata^u 
o'lK>snidcs ^h^l 
be made, &c.— 
Communication 
of commeucc- 
ment of bosttU- 
t^ies, &C4 tc be 
made tc tbe ^i- 
i^ectcrs, SeCi
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either to declare war or commence hostilities, pr enter into any treaty 
for making war against any of the country princes or states in India, 
or any treaty for guan^i^^eeing the possessions of any country princes 
O’ sta^^^; and that in any such case, it shall not be lawful for the 
said Governor-General and Council to declare war or to commence 
hostilities, or to enter into any treaty for making war against any 
other prince or state, than such as shall be actually committing hosti
lities, or making preparations as aforesaid, or to make such treaty for 
guaranteeing tf^’e possessions of any prince or state, but upon the con
sideration of such prince or state actually engaging to assist the Com
pany against such hostilities commenced, or preparations madeas afore
said ; and in all cases where hostilities shall be commenced, or treaty 
made, the said Governor-General and Council shall, by the most expe
ditious means tliey can devise, communicate the same unto the said 
Court of Directors, or to the said Secret Committee, together with a 
full state of the information and intelligence upon which they shall 
have commenced such hostilities, or made such treaties, and their 
motives and reasons for the same ■ at large.—(Vide Government in, 
India.)

LAWS.

1793.
33 Geo. .3, 
c. 52, § 42.

H 2.
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BRITISH SUBJECTS.

A SECRET committee of the House of Commons was ap
pointed in the year 1771, to inquire into the state of the East- 
India Company. Between the date of the committee’s nomi
nation and the month . of June 1773, they made nine volumi
nous reports on the affairs of India, in which a full review was- 
taken of the various and extensive subjects connected with 
every branch of the Company’s. government, both at home and 
abroad. t

The committee dwelt upon the sufferings experienced by the 
natives from oppression practised in a country where the . name 
of an European was sufficient to authorize any act of injustice. 
The committee urged upon the House the importance of 
introducing a new system of government, supported by a. . new 
system of jurisprudence, and thereby secure prompt and . effec
tive obedience from the Company’s servants and other British 
subjects to the governing power; and likewise facilitate ■ the 
means of redress, by establishing a fixed, lasting, and regular 
course of justice for the permanent security of liberty and 
property. The regulating act of 1773, appointing a Governor
General and Council, and establishing a supreme court at 
Calcutta, was the result of the committee’s investigati^i^., '

That act, together with acts which have been subsequently 
passed, provide for the resort to India of British subjects, -and 
their responsibility to the local authorities during their resi
dence in that country. Ko pei'son can proceed to India without 
a license or certificate from the Court of D^i^i^c^t^tors, to whom 
application is to be made in the first ins^i^<^(3; if the Court 
do not see fit to comply with sych request, it is transmitted to 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indi^:. who, if 
they concur in.opinion with the Court, intimate that they have 
no instructions to issue with regard to it; otherwise they direct 

a cer-
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a certificate to be issued to the party from the Court of Direc
tors, permitting the applicant to proceed to India.

The governments in India are not to license the residence of 
parties who shall not have been previously furnished with a 
license or certificate from the Court of ^j^i-ec^t^ors, unless the 
G^overnor-General or Governor shall authorize by special 
license the residence of any British subj(^<^t; his reasons 
for so doing are to be entered on the Minutes of Council} 
and a copy of such license, and the reasons for granting it, 
are to be sent home, accompanied by an application from' the 
party for a license from the Court of Dir^e^c^t^ors. '

Ail British subjects are amenable to the courts of justice 
there, and to the local regulations. No British subject is 'to 
reside more than ten miles from a principal settlement, withotlt 
a special license from the* Company, or the Governor-General" 
or Governor of such principal .settlement; if resident beyond ' 
ten miles, then to be. subject to the local civU judicature under 
certain restrictions,.and to have power of appeal. to. the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, instead of to the Sudder Dewanny' 
Adawilut; but all persons having cause of action against any 
British subject, may, at their election, commence and prose
cute their suit in supreme courts, instead of suing in such 
provincial courts. .

The governments in India may declare licenses and certifi
cates to be void; and after the expiration of two months 
from the ' notification to the party of his' license being with
drawn, he is liable to prosecution .for being in India without a' 
license. -

Unlj^censed parties who shall be found in India, or trading 
within the Company's exclusive limits, are subjected to various 
forfeitures 'and 'penalties prescribed by the acts of 1793 and 
1813. Dismissed persons or persons who shall have voluntarily 
resigned the service, or any free merchant, mariner, ' or other 
person whose ' covenants with the' Company shall have expired or 
ceased, being found' within the limits aforesaid, are to be .deemed 
to' have' unlawfully traded,' arid* are subject to all the penalties 
and forfeitures contained in' -the various 'Actss''Pf^ovision-has 
likewise been' made for the 'summary conviction and punish^r^iUt 
of British subjects being in India without 'license, of exceeding

H 3 the

1793.

1813.

ISIS.
53 <7jo. S, 

c. 1.W,, 
§ VII.

108201
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tlie terms of such license, upon information by the Advocate 
General or other principal law-ofEcer of the Company in either 
of the Supreme Courts, and the offender is liable to such fine 
as the Court may see fit, not exceeding 2,000 rupees for the first 
offence, and imprisonment for two months if the fine is not paiii: 
on conviction of a second offence, 4,000 rupees or four months 
imprisonment, or he may be sent home and prosecuted for a 
misdemeanor. Persons not licensed may be sent home without 
being afterwards prosecuted, and the Governor-General, or in 
his absence the • Vice President and Governor of any presidency 
or settlement, to take, arrest, seize, and send them to the United 
Kingdom on board any ship or ships in the Company's service.

All British subjects are required to enter in the provincial 
office the name and place of their native stewards and agents. 
Justices of the peace may be appointed from the British subjects. 
By the act of 1813, justices of the peace in the provinces have 
jurisdiction in case of assault and trespass committed by British 
subjects on the natives of India, and in cases of small debts 
due to natives from British subjects.

1784.
24 Geo. .3, 

c. 25, 
§ 44.

1786.
26 Geo. 3, 

c, .67, 
§ 29.

LAWS.
Amenable to Co-wrl^s in India and England, and subject to the local 

Regulations. .
(1) All his Majesty’s subjects, as well servants of B_;_ish sub'--,., 

the United Company as others, shall be and are hereby amenable to jus- 
declared to be amenable to all courts of justice (both 
in India and in Great Britain) of competent jurisdiction 
to try offences committed in India, for all acts, injuries, wrongs, 
oppressions, trespasses, misdemeanors, crimes, and offences whatso
ever, by them or any of them done, or to be done or committed, in 
any of the lands or territories of any native priince or state, or against 
their persons or properties, or the persons Or properties of any of their 
subj'ects or people, in the same manner as if the same had been done 
or committed within the territories directly subject to 
British government in India.

(2) As well the servants of the United Company as 
all other of bis Majesty’s subjects resident or to be 
resident in India, shall be, and are hereby declared 
to be amenable to the courts of Oyer and 'Terminer and 
gaol-delivery, and courts of murders, felonies, homicides, manslaugh
ters, burglaries, rapes of women, perjuries, confederacies, riots, routs,

retainings.

British subjects
„ ■

tice for all acts 
done in India,

and under the

I’eisons resi
dent in India 
amenable to the 
courts there.
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retainings, 'oppressions, trespasses, wrongs, and other misdemeanors, LAWS. 
offences and injuries whatsoever, by them done, committed, or per- '1786 
petrated, or to be by them hereafter done, committed, or perpetrated 26 Geo'. 3. 
in any of the countries or parts of Asia, Africa, or America, beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, within the 
limits of the es^clusive trade of the said United Company, whether 
tire same shall have been done, committed, or perpetra:ted, or shall 
hereafter be done, committed, or perpetrated against any of his Ma
jesty’s subjects, or against any other person or persons whatsoever.

His Majesty’s 
subjects amena
ble to courts of 
justice in J’ndw 
and Great IJri- 
m n for oteerii^cs 
m the l^^^riio* 
ries of native 
princes.

to be done or committed in any of the lands or territories of any 
native pr^nice or state, or against their persons or properties, or the 
persons or properties of any of their subjects or people, in the 
same manner as if the same had b6en done or committed within the 
territories directly subject to and under the British government in India.

All persons to (4) All persons who ■ shall proceed to the East-Indies

(3) All his Majesty's subjects, as well servants of 
the United Company as others, shall be and are herebj' 
declared to be amenable to all courts , of justice, both 
in India and Great Britain, of competent jurisdiction 
to try offences csim^iitted in India, for all 'acts, injuries, 
wrongs, oppressions, trespasses, misdemeanors, offences 
and crimes whatever, by them or any of them done or

z

1786.

c. 57j 
§29.

1793.
33 Geov 3, 

c. 52.
§ 67.

-. V , r . 1813.
re>'ulatioiss*of shall, upon their arrival at any place within the limits ^’15-53'

, Z-.l. T- . z, > . K. • 35.’the local govern- of the said United Company’s government,., be subject 
menu. _ (g a)l such rules, and regulations as now are or hereafter
may be in force within , those limits,

to granting Licenses,
(5) And whereas it is the duty of this country to 

promote the interest and hajlpiness of tlie native inhabi
tants of the British dominions in India, and such mea
sures ought to be adopted as may tend to the intro
duction among them of useful knowledge, and of reli-

§

33. (Wiicn the Court 
of Dii^ectors re
fuse, the applica
tions to be trans
mitted to tlie 
Board.

gious and moral - improvi^’ment; and in furtherance of the above objects, 
sufficient facilities ought to be afforded by law to persons desirous of 
going to and remaining in India, for the purpose of accomplishing 
those benevolent designs, so as the autho^^^ty of the local governments 
^^sp^tinjg the intercourse of Europeans with the interior of the 
country be preserved, and the principles of the British Government, 
on which the natives of India have hitherto relied for the free exercise 
of their religion, be inv:iolably maintained : and whereas it is expedient 
to ' make provision for granting permission to persons desirous of 
going to and remainiujg in India for the above purposes, and also to 
persons desirous of going to and remaining there for other lawful pur
poses; be it therefore enacted, that when and as often as any 'applica
tion shall be made to the said Court of Directors, for or on behalf of 
any person or persons desirous of proceeding to the East-Indics for per- 

■ II 4 mission
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■iKaws;

<e.il.55,
§S;i.

§34.

§37.

mission so '-to do, the said Court shall, unless they-' shall think fit to 
comply therewith, transmit every such aaalicatioy within-one- month 
Hora the receipt thereoif to the said Bogard of Commissioners Tor the 
Affairs of Indiia; and in case the - said commisi^iimers shall notisee any 
st^^ffi^ciin-t objection thereto, it shall and may be lawful for the said com
missioners to direct that such person or persons shall, -at his or-l^heir-t^wn 
special charge, be permitted to proceed to any of the said prinoiaal 

- settleraeyts of the said Company, and that such persop. or persons 
shall be furnished by the said Court of Directors with a oertifioate or

■ oertificates, according to such form as the said oommissioyers shall 
• aresoribe. signifying that such person or persons hath or have so pro- 
“(ceeded with the oognizanoe and under the sayotioy of the said Court
of Directors; and that all such certificates shall entitle the'a^(^l^soy3 

‘obtaining the same, so long as they shall properly conduot themselves,
■ to the oountenance and protection of the several governments of-the

skid Company in the East-Indies and parts aforesaid- in tlteiit resjiec- 
five pursuits, subject to all such provisions and restrictions -as- are -now 

■in' fo^^e, or may hereafter be judged necessary with-ifj^g^fVd.to ■aersons■ 
’'Residing in India. • i i

(6) Provided always, that nothing herein ooytained Directors-n^a^y 
' - shall extend- or be construed to extend to restrict or represen-

prohibit the said Court of Directors from offering such 
representations to the said Board of Commissioners, ' 
r•espectiyg•aersons so applying for permission to proceed t<^-the East
Indies, as the said Court of Directors may at any time think f^t^. -'

Governments not to license bid under special circumstances.
.■ ■ . , J. .G '

(7) It sh^H. not be lawful for any of the governments. Governments
of the said Company, at their several ar^sid^ncies, to. .in, India not to 
lioeyse or otherwise authorize the residence, at any of^liis"
place or places within the limits of the said Company’s Majesty’s sub-place or places within the limits of the said Company’s _
governments, of any subject of his Majesty who shall without the
go thereto after the tenth day of April one thousand 'oiJX'tX,except 

eight hundred and fourteen, unless such person shall -^^der.uspecial 
have been previously furnished with a licShse or cer- «nciimstance& 
tificate from the Court of Directors of the said Co^j^any, of have 
otherwise been authorized by law to reside within the- said limii^^: 
provided, nevertheless, that any Governor-General or Governor of any 
of the said presidencies, for extraordinary reasons, to be entered upon 
the minutes of council, may authorize by special license the - residence 
of any subject of his Majesty in any place or places under the govern
ment of such presidency, until the pleasure of the said Court of Direc
tors shall be known in that behalf; and that such special - license -shall 
h(5 deemed and taken to be of the same force and effect M a license 
•of and from the said Court of Directors, until - notice - of the pleasure 
of'the said Court to the contrary shall have been, given to’ such per
son, by delivery ther^^if to such person, or by leaving -the same at his 
■ last
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last place of - abode, or by publication ther^oif in the gazette of .the , •
pr^^^ic^<^l^(^C^■by which such-special license shall have been gran^ied: -
provided that a copy of such license, and of the reasons for granting 3,
the same, accompanied with an apphcation for a license from tlie said ..c.-155,the same, accompanied with an application for a license from tlie said 
Court of Directors, shall be transmitted to the said Court Directors 
forthwith after the granting thereof.

Boajrd of Con • 
tnd may au^lio- 
rize any persons

- ‘to proceed to and

(8) It shall and may be lawful for the.Board of 
Conjmissioners -for the^Affairs of India, by license .in 
wrting for that purpose, upon such terms and condi- 

reside, except , tions as they may think fit, to authorize any person or 
within certain 11- •' •', , ,

Stilts of die char- persons to proceed to and reside at any place or places 
situate more to the northward than eleven degrees of 

south latitude, and between the sixty-fourth and one hundred and 
-fiftieth degrees-o^ east longitude from London, and not being upon the 
-i^oi^tii^i^nt of Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Malacca 
inclu^ii^e; nor in any island under the government of the said Com

' pany lying to the northward of the equator; nor at the said Company’s 
'factory at Bencoolen, nor its dep^^t^t^x^n^ii^^; nor within the dominions 
of the Emperor of Chi^a; any act, matter, or ihitg whatsoever to the 

.contrary notwithsianditg.
P^is Majesty’s 
subject^ au^lio 
rized to go t^ 
and reside at 
places ‘within 
certain liiuiSi' 
w^iitii^i^lt license.

§ 38.

§39.(9) It shall . and may be lawful for any subjects of 
his Majesty to. proceed to and reside at any place or 
places situate more to the southward than -eleven de
grees of south latitude, or more to the westward than 
sixty-four degrees, or more to the eastward - than one 
hundred and fifty degrees of east longitude from Lon

don, for any lawful purposes, without any license any '
thing in- this or' any other act, or in any charter contained to the con- 
ti^f^lr''noiwithstandIng.
111.,1 

lI I .
f

No persons to 
more than 

ten miles from a 
principal settle
ment without 
leave of the Go. 
vernoi* &c.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
S 98.

Subjects to res^ wit:hi,n ten m^les of a principO, Se^t^lemen^, 
unless licensed by Government to reside beyond it.

(10) During all such time as the Company shall be 
entitled to the said exclusive trade, subject as aforesaid, 
it shall not .be lawful for any British subject or sub
jects in the ser^^ce of the said Company, or licensed 
by them to go to, or to live, or continue in India, to 
reside in any other place there than in one ^of the

principal settlements the said Company, or within ten , miles of 
such principal settlement, without the special license of the said 
‘Company, or of the Governor-General, or Governors of such principal 
settlement, in writing, for that purpose first had and obt^ii^i^d; nor 
shall any such British subject or subjects go to or continue beyond 
the limits aforesaid for any longer space of time, or at any other time 
or times respectively, than shall be specified in his or their license or 
order of leave in that behalf, on pain of being dismissed the service of 
the said Companj', and forfeiting to the said Company such wages, 

salaries
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LAWS,

1813.
S3 Geo. 3, 

c. 15,5, 
§107.

British suWects 
residing or trad
ing or occupy
ing imm^vcaiile 
property, ten 
miles from tlie 

to 
be subject to tlie 
localcivil judica- 
ture.—Restric- 
tions as to the 
grounds ofjuris- 
diction of the lo
cal
-*^Where an ap. 
peai would lie 
to the Sudder 
Dewannji Adaw
lut or local 
court, British 
subjects may ap
peal his jIa- 
jdsty’s courts.— 
Not to bar tlie 
jerisdittion ■ of 
the King's 
courts. — The 
plaintiff may .sue 
the^e, at Ills elec- 
tlon.

salaries and allowances as shall be due by the said Company, to tlie 
person or persons so offending, and of his or their .license or licenses 
to continue or reside in India.

Residenit b^eyoinl ten miles.
(11) All British subjects of his Majesty, as well the 

servants of the said United Company as others, who 
shall reside, or shall carry on trade or other business, 
or shall be in the- occupation or "^(^ss^i^ission of any im
moveable property in any part of the British territories 
in India, at the distance of more than ten miles from . 
the several presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint 
George, and Bombay respectively, shall be subject to 
the jurisdiction of all courts which now have, or here
after may have cognizance of civil suits or matters of 
revenue, either originally or by way of appeal, within 
the districts or places where such British subjects shall 
so reside, or carry on trade or business, or possess or 
occupy immoveable property, in all actions and pro
ceedings of a civil nature, and in all matters of revenue 
(except as hereinafter excepted), m the like manner as 
natives of India, and ' other persons not British subjects, 
are now liable to the jurisdiction of such courts by and 
under the regulations of the several governments of 
Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay re- 
spectiv^llf: provided always, that no British subject 
shall be liable to be sued in any such court in respect 
of residence, unless he shall have his residence within the jurisdiction 
then^i^:^ at the time of commencing the action or proceeding against 
him; or that the cause of suit shall have arisen I^ithin the jurisdiction 
of the said court, and the suit shall be commenced within two years 
after the cause thereo:f shall have arisen, and also within six months 
after the defendant shall have ceased to reside within such jurisdiction; 
nor shall any British subject be liable to be su^d in any such court 
in respect of his carrying on trade or business within the jurisdiction 
thereof, unless the cause of suit shall have arisen within such jurisdic
tion, and shall relate to the trade or business so carried on; nor to be 
sued in respect of any immoveable property possessed or occupied by 
him, unless such property shall be situated within the jurisdiction of 
the court in which he shall be so sued, and such suit shall be brought 
to recover the possession or occupation of such property, or for rent, 
or other demand arising out of the possession or - occupation of such 
property by such British subj^e^t: provided also, that where by the 
laws or regulations in force, or hereafter to be in force, within the 
provinces respiectively subj’ect to the governments of Fort William, 
Fort Sa^nt George, and Bombay aforesaid, it would be compi^e^i^i^^^ to a 
party to any final judgment or decree of any subordinate civil or 

revenue
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revenue court of judicature, to appeal therefrom to the Sudder 
De^wi^i^ny Adawlut, or other court however denominated, exercising 
within those provinces respectively the highest 'appellate jurisdiction 
in civil suits, it shall be competent to British subjects of his Majesty, 
in suits commenced against them under the provisions of this act, 
instead of appealing to tlie said Sudder De^wanny Adawlut, or other 
court so exercising the highest appellate jurisdiction as aforesaid, to 
appeal to the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, or Fort 
Saint George, or the Recorder’s Court at Bombay, accc^idiiigo as thp 
suit may have been commenced in the provinces subordinate to either 
of the said pres^encies; and such court shall have the same powers 
as to suspending or allowing execution of the judgment or decree ap
pealed against, and as to taking security for costs, or for the per
formance of the decree or judgment of the said subordinate courts, 
as the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut or other such court as aforesaid 
would have had, and shall also make rules of practice for the conduct 
of the said appeals, in all other respects conforming in substance and 
effect as nearly as possible to the course of procedure of the said 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other such court as aforesaid in cases 
of app^^l; provided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, 
or be construed to extend, to take away the jurisdiction of - the said 
Supreme Courts of Judicature at Fort William and Madras, or the 
said Retiorder’s, Court at Bombay res^^e^^ii^^ljf; but that all persons 
having cause of action against any British subject may, at their 
election, instead of suing in such provincial courts as hereinbefore 
provided, commence and prt^isecute their said suits in the said Su
preme Courts of Judicature, and the said Rec^order’s Court respec
tively, in the same manner as before the passing of this act:; provided 
also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed 
to extend, to authorize the holding or occupying of any land or . 
other immoveable property beyond the limits of the said several 
presidencies, by any British subject of his Majesty, otherwise than 
under and according to the permission of the governments of the said 
presidencies,

British subjects 
allowed to reside 
more than ten 
miles from pre
sidency, shall 
procure and re
gister certificate 
of such permis
sion in the co^rt 
of* the district;

surng in any 
civil courts, shall 
produce n^oiry of 
sudr cortioicyto, 
or an 
accounting for 
pot Aliug k.

,^A\VS. I

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, ■ 
§ 107.

(12) Every British subject of his Majesty, not in the 
service of his said Majesty, or of the said United 
Company, who, after the tenth day of April, one thou- 
said eight hundred and fourteen, shall go to and reside 
in anj? part of the} British territories in India, distant 
KK^re than ten miles ' from the presidency to which the 
same shall be subordinate, with the permission -of the 
government of such presidency, or who shall after the 
said day change his residence from one part theri^e^^ to 
another, distant as aforesaid, with such permission, 
shall procure from the chief secretary of the said 
government, or other officer authorized for that pur
pose, a certificate signed by the said chief secretary or 

other

§ 108.
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‘ Laws.

18'13.
53 3,

§108.

Other officer, expressing that such British subject has the permission 
of such government to reside at such place, specifying the same, and 
expressing also whether such permission has been granted -during the 
pleasure of such government or for any limited tim^; and the said 
certificate shall be deposited by such British subject in the - civil court 
of the distriict in which he shall so go to reside, within one month 
after his taking up his residence there, and shall be kept among the 
records of the said corner; of which certificate so deposited a thie 
copy, attested by tlie judge or other officer of such court thereto 
authorized, shall be given to the party depositing the same, and shall 
be deemed ' and taken in aU courts of justice, and on all occasions 
whatsoever, to be good and sufficient evidence of such certificate, 
unless the contrary shall be shewn : and no British subject not in -the 
service of his Majesty, or of the said United Company, going to 
reside in any such part of the British territories, or changing his resi
dence from one part thereof to another, after the said day, shall be 
allowed, while he so resides, to have or maintain any civil action - or 
proceeding - (other than in the nature of an appeal) against any person 
whomsoever in any -court of civil jurisdiction within the British terri
tories in India, until he shall have filed, in the - court in which siich 
action or pr^^eedng is commenced, a copy of such certificate, signed 
by the judge of the court wherein the same - is deposited, or an 
affidavit accounting to the satisfaction of -the court for not filing the 
same; and if it - shall be proved to the court in which such action ' 
is brought, that such British subject is residing at any place within 
the said territories, ' distant more than ten miles from the presidency 
to which it is subordinate, without such certificate, or otherwise than ' 
according to the permission contained in such certificate, or that 
such permission has been revoked, or that, being for a limited time, 
it has expired and has not been renewed, and that such British subject 
is therefore residing without permission at - more than ten miles dis-, 
tance from such presidency, such British subject shall thereupon be 
nonsuited.

§36.

L^icenses ami Certificates to Btit^i^sh Subjects may be uitbc^i^im^n,
(13) If any person, having obtained a certificate or 

license from the said Court of Director!, authorizing 
such person to proceed to the East-Indies, shall at any 
time so conduct himself as, in the judgment of the 
Governo^^General, or Governor of the presidency 
within which such person shall be found, to have for
feited his claim to the countenance and protection of 
the government of such presidency, it shall and may 
be lawful for such Governor-General or Governor, by order, to declare 
that the certificate or license so obtained by such person shal.^' be 
void from a day to be named in such o^^i^ir; and from ■ and after such 
day so to be named in such order, such person shall be deemed and 

taken

Governments in 
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sohs trading 
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1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 32, 
§ 129.

tn^^^ln to be a person residing and being in the East-Indies (^it^t^out 
license or authority for that purpose, and mny be sent forthwith to the 
United any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary
notw^^h^^lt^l^(^it^J;; provided nevertheless, that no^ person whose certi» 
ttcate or license shall have been so vacated by order of any of tlte 
governments of the said Company as aforesaid, shall be subject, or 
ltnble. to any prosecution for residing or being found in the East-Indies 
without license or authority for that purpose, until two months after 
notice of such order shall have been . given to such persoi^j by deli
very to such person of a copy thereof, or by leaving the same at the 
last place of abode of such person, or by publtcntton of such order 

-the gazette of the presidency where such or<^<2r shall - be made a 
subject of itselE

Vnlicenst^d and dismisseti Persons, Or Persons t^ho have volun^iar^ly 
resigned.

(I'l) And whereas various statutes have been here
tofore made for securing to , the said United Company 
their sole and erclusive right of trading, to the, Easier, 
Indies, - and parts aforesntd, during the continuance of 
such sole and erclusive right, and to restrain all tlltctt 
and clandestine trade to, in, and from the East-Indies, 

and parts afori^js^iil; and whereas the limitations and provisions in this 
act contained, concerning the future conduct of the - said trade, require., 
that some nlternttons should be made in the said statut^^^; and it may 
be convenient that such provisions as shall be deemed - necessary for 
securing to the said Company the full benefit of such sole and erclu- 
sive right (subject to the provisions and limitations contained in this 
act), and for restraining all clandestine and tlltctt trade in, to, and from 
the East-Indies, and parts aforesaid, should be reduced into one act 
of FaHli^t^ei^t: be it further enacted, that- if any of the subjects of his 
Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great Britain, or 
the islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, or Faro 
Isles, or to any of his Majesty’s colonies, islands, or plantations in 
America or the West-Indies, other than such as by the said United 
Coi^jpian^ - shall be licensed, or otherwise thereunto lawfully authorized, 
shall at any time or times, before such determtnatton - of the .said 
Company’s ,wliole and sole trade as is hereinbefore limited, directly 
or indiriectly sail to, visit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure to, 
ini or from the said Ea^t-Indies, or other parts hereinbefore mentioned,, 
contrary to the limitations and provisions of tliiisact, or the -true intent 
and meaning thereof, all and every such offender or ofienders shall 
incur th^, forfeiture and - loss of all the ships and vessels belonging to 
or employed by such subjects respectively, with the guns, tackle, 
apparel and furniture thereunto, belonging, and also all the goods and 
merchandize laden thereupon, or which, were or shall be - sent, ac
quired, traded, trntft;k^d, or adventured - within the said East-Indies,

or
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I^ci^s^ons going 
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act, to deemed 
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unlawfully.

§ 131.

those |iaFts, or 
found therein, li-

§ 132.

or parts afo^c^^i^id; and all the proceeds and effects of Such goods and 
merohandize, and double the value • the^^iof (to wit), one-fourth part 
of suoh forfeiture to suoh person or persons who shall seize, inform, 
or sue for the same ;• and the other three-fourth parts thereof to the 
use of the said United Company, they defraying thereout the oharges 
of proseoution.

(15) All and every subjeot and subjeots of his Ma
jesty, his • heirs or suooessors, of or belonging to Great 
Britain, or the islands, oolonies, or plantations afore
said, or any oi^ them, who shall at an;y ' time or times 
before suoh determination of the said United Company’s
whole and sole trade, as -is hereinbefore limited, go, sail, or repair to 
the said East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, against any the provisions 
of this aot, shall be deemed and aooounted to have unlawfully traded 
and trafl^r<^lte<i there, and all the ships, goods and merohandize whioh 
shall be etnployed therein, or found in his or their oustody, or in the 
oustody of any other person or persons by his or their employment, 
order, or procurement, shall and may be seized, and shall be forfeited, 
with double the value theri^c^o; one-fourth of whioh forfeiture shall 
belong to the person or persons who shall seize, inform, or sue for 
the sa^^; and three-fourths the^^olf to the use of the - said United 
Company, they thereout defraying the oharges of proseoution.

(16) If any subjeot or subjeots of his Majesty, his Any rnlicensed
heirs or srcoessors, of or belonging to Great Britain, persons going to 
or any of the islands, oolonies, or plantations aforesaid, U-
not being lawfully lioensed or authorized, shall at any able to fine and 
one time or times before suoh determination of the said unprsKcmnent. 
Company’s whole and sole trade, as is hereinbefore limited, direotly 
or indin^iEtly go, sail, or repair to, or be found in the East-Indies, or 
any of the parts aforesaid, all and every, suoh person and persons are 
hereby deolared to be guilty of a high orime and misdemeanor, and 
being oonvioted thereof, shall be liable to suoh fine or imprisonment, or 
both fine and imprisonment, as the oourt in whioh suoh person or per
sons shall be oonvioted sliall think fit; and in oase of a fine, one 
moiety thereof shall belong to his Majesty, his heirs or srcoessors, 
and the other moiety ther^i^^ to the said United Company, if they 
shall proseoute the said offenoe, or otherwise suoh moiety shall be to 
the use of suoh person or persons as shall proseoute the same.

(17) At- any time or times before suoh determina
tion of the said Company’s whole and sole trade as is 
hereinbefore limited, it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Company and their suooessors, by and 
through suoh person or persons as is and are hereafter 
mentioned, to take, arr^^t and seize, or oause to be taken, arrested 
and seized, at any plaoe or plaoes within the East-Indies, or parts 
aforesaid, all and every person and persons, being a subjeot or sub-

jeots
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ji^cts of his Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great 
Britain, or to any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, 
who shall go, sail, or repair to, or be, or be found within the said East
Indies or parts aforesaid, against any of the provisions o^ this ■ act, and 
him or them to remit and send, or bring to England, there to answer 
for his, her, or their offence according ■ to due course of law ; and when 
such person or ■ persons shall arrive in England, it shall and may be 
lawful to ■ and for any one or 'more of his Majesty’s justices of the 
peace, and he and they are hereby authorized and required to commit 
all and every such person or persons to the next county gaol, there to 
remain until ■ sufficient security be given, by natural-born subjects or 
denizens, for the appearance of such person or persons in the court in 
which he or they shall or may be sued or prosecuted, or shall be 
under actual prosecution in respect of such his or their offence, and 
for his or their not going out of court, or out of the kingdom, without 
the leave of such court.

By wiiom such (18) The powers and authorities hereby given to the 
arT^^^Sor! Company, of taking, amesting, seizing, remitting,
felted vessels, &c. or sending to England, any such person or persons as 

aforesaid, together with the power of seizing any ships, 
Vessels, go^ds, merchandize and effects, by this act made liable to 
seizure or forfeiture, shall and may be enforced and put in execution 
in the name of the said Company, by the order and authority of the 
Governor-General of Fort William in Bengal, or. the Governor of Fort 
St. George and Governor of Bombay for the time being respectively, 
or by any chief officer of the said Company resident at any other 
of the British settlements in the East-Indies respectively, or by the 
order and authority of ■ the said Company’s council of supracargoes 
for the time being, at the town or factory of Canton, within the 
said town or factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other part 
of the coasts of China, and by such other persons as shall be 
from time to time especially deputed and authorized for that pur
pose by the Court of Directors of the said United Company for the 
time being.
Piersons dismiss
ed, &c,, who 
sda]l 1)0 fowno 
within the limits 
aforesaid, after 
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to be to
have unlawfully 
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license to go
Indies, or parts aforesaid, shall ' have ceased and OetermineO, shall be 
or be found in the East-Indies, or parts and limits aforesaid, after 
the expiration of such time as shall be allowed by the respective 
governments or presidencies in India wherein such person or per

' • sons
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§ 133.

(19) During such time ss the said Company shall 
have such whole and sole trade as aforesaid, if any 
person or persons who shall have been .dismissed from, 
or shall have voluntarily resigned the service of the 
said Company, or any free merchant, free mariner, or 
Oilier person, whose covenants or agreements with the 
said Company shall be expired or have ceased, or whose 
to, or traffic, trade, or reside within the said East-

§ 134.
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U nlk^^iisej f^er* 
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§ 129, and sub-- 
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3.

sons shall be or be found, every such person 'and persons shall be 
deemed and taken, ho all inhenhs and purposes whatever, ho have 
unlawfully hraded in hhe said parhs and limihs conhrary ho hhis ach, 
and shall be subjech ho all hhe penalhies, forfeihures and provisions 
of hhis ach, againsh persons unlawfully going ho or hrafficking, hrading 
or advenhu^^ng or found in ■ any place wihhin hhe said parhs and limihs 
accordingly.

(20) If anyof t^e subjecjs of ofs h^aMsjy, his lieihs 
Or seccefjorSi of or belonging ho any of his Majeshy’s 
dominions sihuahe wihhouh hhe EashTindieji and limihs 
of hhe said Company’s charher, ohher hhan such as 'fhall 
be licensed by ' hhe said Unihed Company, or ohherwise 
hhereunho ' lawfully auhborized, shall ah ..ny hime before 
hhe deherminahion of hhe nurhber herm hereby granhed 
ho hhe said Company, di^^chly or indir^chly sail ho, 
visih, baunhi frequenh, ' hrade, hra^niCi or advenhure ho, 

'in or from tbe Eash-Indief or parhs aforesaid, or go, sail, 
orrepair hberetOi orbehound hbe^^in,m any ohber manner 
hhan is prujcriCed or allowed by hhe provisions of hliis
ach, and tbe• termf and condihions of any license or cerhificahe ho Cu 
granhed by virhue thereofi all and every such person and pu^jons 
shall be deemed and haken ho have enlawfully hraded and traflicksd 
hhere; and all such personji and all sbipf and vessels found in hhe 
ceftody of any fucb person or personfi or engaged or concernud in 
fech unlawful frade or trafnici and hhe ownerfi majterSi and crews 
tbereofi and all • goods, mercband:izei treasure and uffuchs sbippsd or 
laden thereini or haken ouh of hhe same, or found in hhe cejhodf of 
any jucb person or perfonji shall be fuCjuct and liaCle ho all jech 
and tbe like pains, penalhies, forfeiheresi dijabilihieSi and muhbodj of 
fuiti as a^^ coiihained in hhe said achs of hhe tbirhy-hbird year of bij 
presenh Majeshy (ach supra), or uihbur of tbumi or in any ach or achs 
now in force, and which pains, punalhiufi for^sihurefi dijaCilitiuSi and 
mehhods of fuihi were enached for hhe purpofu of securing ho hhe 
said Company tbu sole and exclejive righh of hrading ho hhe Eash- 
IndiuSi and otber 'parhs wihhin thu limihs of thuir cbarteri during hhe 
conhinuance of such sole and exclusiue righh, and of reshraining 
clandujhine and illicih hrade in, ho, and from thu Eash-Indiuj and 
parhs aforesaid ; and all such and hhe like powers, provijionji ciaujuji 
mahhers, and tbingSi as are conhained in thu said achs of hhe thi^hf- 
hhird fuar■ of his presenh Majeshy, or uithur of hhumi or in any ach 
or achs now in force, and which wuru enached for hhe purpose afore
said, shall be duumud and haken ho be in force, and ho apply ho all 
fucb unlawnul hrade and hraffic as aforesaid, conhrary ho hhe provijionj 
of hhis ach, or of hhe herms and condihionf of any license or cerhi- 
ficahe ho be granhud by virhue hbureofi and fhall be puh in exuculi■on 
during hhe nurhber term hereby g^'anhed ho hhe said Company, for hhe

• , purpojs
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(21) Whweer it is expt^t^ient i^hatjji^ovii^ion shot^ld 
be made for empowering the several • gooernmehts of 
the said Company in India to restrain, by summary 
conoictions, British subjects residing in India Viiliout 
license or certif ciate, or beyond • the terms of such li
cense or certificate, in cases where such governments 
may not deem it advisable to exercise the powers vested 
in them of vrosecuting such persons for a misdemeandr, 
or sending • them to the United Kingdom ; be it there
fore enacted, that upon information being • exhibited 
by the Advocate General, or other principal law-officer 
of the said Company, at any of their presidencies,• in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, the

corder’s Court at Bombay, or the Court of Judicature at

j^uipose of preventing any such unlawful trade or traffic as .fully and 
effectually as if the same powers, . vrdoisions, clauses, mattm-s • and’ 
things were severally repeated at large,, and . re-enacted in the t:^s^dy of 
this act, and .applied to and. for the purpose last aforesaid. ‘

P^i^^vision for 
nummary con
viction and pu
nishment of 
British subjects 
being in India 
without license, 
or exceeding the 
terms of their li
cense. —Penalty. 
—Not to’ pre
vent such British 
subjects from 
being prosecuted 
for nusdemea- 
nors, o^ sent 
home ;~^^ut not 
on account of re- , ,
iidence_ previ'ous, s^pj-gme Court of Judicature at Madras, the ' Re
to conviction. * ’

corder’s Court at Bombay, or the Court of Judicature at 
Prince of Wales’ Island, that • any such subject of bis Majesty has been 
found in any part or place of the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, to 
which the jurisdiction the court in which such infdrmation may be 
f^led extends, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for 
that vurvose, it shall and may be lawful for the court in which such 
information may be filed to cause such person to be arriested and 
brought before such co^^r;; and upon proolf being duly made before 
such court of the substance of the matter stated in the sa^d information, 
such person shall be required to vrdduce or vrdve the license or other 
authority under which he came to and resides in the East-Indies, and 
under which he resorted to or was remaining, or found at the place 
wlmre he shall be prdved to have been; and in case he shall fail to, 
produce or prove any such license or authority, of duly to account for. 
the non-vroductidn O’ want of thereof; or if, upon vroducltioJ^. or
pn^t^iF thereof, it shall appear to the said court that the njsi^ence of such 
persdn in the East-Indies, or his resorting to or remaining in the place 
where he shall be vrdoed to have been, was .not within the true intent 
and meaning of such license or authority, it shall and may be lawful, 
for such court, in a summary way, to cdnoict such offender of having 
been found, on such a day, at such ■ a place within the East-Indies or 
parts aforesaid, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for ■ 
that purpose, and to order such offender to pay such fine, not exceeding 
two thousand rupees, as the said court shall think fit, and also to com
mit such offender to the gaol of the presidency to which such court , 
shall belong, for a period not exceeding two months, -unless .such fine 
shall be sooner paid; and in case such■verson shall a second .time be 
cdnoicted of a like offence, either before the same or any dther court,

■ t it

li.AWS.

. 1813. 
Geo. 3, 

C.I55, § 40.

§ Ml.

    
 



114 BRITISH SUBJECTS^.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155.
§ 101.

5 104. Persons resid
ing in India 
without license, 
may Ije sent 
home without 
being afterwards 
prosecuted.

LAWS. it shall and may be lawful for such court before which such person 
shall be so convicted a second time to order such offender to pay 

j such fine, not exceeding four thousand rupees, as the said court shall 
think fit, and also to commit such offender to the gaol of the presi
dency to which such court shall belong, for a period not exceeding 
four months, unless such fine shall be sooner paid : provided always, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
to repeal, alter, or annul any enactment or provision contained in any 
former act or acts, whereby any ■ person so being found in the East
Indies or parts aforesaid, without having a license or other authority 
for that purpose, is or may be subjected to 'a ■ prosecution for a mis
demeanor, or whe^^by such person is or may be liable to be sent to the 
United Kingi^t^m: provided nevertheless, that no person who shall 
have been convicted as aforesaid, shall be liable to be prosecuted for 
a misdemeanor, or sent to the United Kingdom, in • respect of any 
residence in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, previously to the 
date of such conviction,

(22) AYlweer h; iiiay l^e tkiulitful ^hethei’ ^lie Go
vernor-General of Fort William in Bengal, or other 
persons autliorized to take, arrest, and seize such per
sons as may be found within the East-Indies, and other 
limits of the said Company’s charter, without license 
or other lawful authority for that purpose, have power 
to remit or send any such person or persons to the said United King
dom, except for the purpose of being prosecuted for a misdnmnanor, 
and whereas it may be sufficient in many cases to remit and send such 
persons to the United Kingdom, without subjecting them to fustens 
punis!^n^£^l^r: • be it enacted, that it shall and ma^ be lawful for the 
said- Governo'r’-'G'eneral, or, in' his absence ('rom bis government, the 
Vicn-O’^rnsidentj the Governor of any of the said Company’s presiden
cies, the chief officer of the said Company resident at any Bsitise 
snttlnment in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, the Company’s 
council of supr^cargoes at the town and factory of Canton, within 
the said town and factory, and upon the river of Canton, or othnr 
part of the coast of China, and such other persons as may be from 
time to time especially deputed and authorized for that purpose by 
the Court of Directors of the said United Company, to take, arrest, 
snizn, and cause te be taken, arriested,- and seized, at any place or 
places within the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, and to remit and 
send to the United Kingdom, on board any ship or ships of or be
longing to, or in the service of the said Company, bound to the' 
United Kingdom, all such persons so being 'found at any 'such place 
or places in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, without license or 
other lawful authority for that pur^c^i^e; and the masters or other 
persons having the command of all such ships shall, and they are 
hereby auteos^zed and required to • receive, and safely and securely to 

keep
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keep all and epeny such person and pensons who shall ' be sent on board 
a^y ship on ships, fon the purpose aforesaid, until such person on 
persons ' shall be landed in some port or ports of the United Kingdom; 
provided always, that every person who shall be so put on board any 
such ship for the purpose aforesaid, shall be entitled to be discharged 
in such port of the United Kingdom, in which such ship shall be 
moored in safety, as such person shall think fit.
In actions for (^) fSrtSier enacted, that if any suit on

unlawful arr^t- action shall be brought or commenced againsC the 
foun<hSsii’'^SlK”e United Company or any of their servants, or any
East-Indies, &c., person on persons acting by thein authority, for the 
the defendants recovery of any costs or damages for the unlawful 
general issue,— • taking, arresting, seizing, impnsomng, sending, or 
Proo^ to lie on bringing into the United Kingdom of any person or 

• TreOle'c'oalsf" persons found in the East-Indies or other parts afore
said within the limits of the said Company's charter, 

or as not being authorized to reside of trafi^c there, 'the defendant or 
defendants to such suit or action may plead the gener.^1- issue, and 
give the special matter in evidence for his or their defence; and the 
pro<^^shall lie on the plainti^’ or plaintiffs upon the trial of the issue to 
shew that, at the time or times of ar^^sting or seizing such person or per
sons respectively for the causes aforesaid, in the manner in which such 
an^iesting on seizing shall be laid on changed to have been do^e in or 
by the declaration on declarations in . such suits or actions, the person 
on pensons so an^^sted was on were in the military . on marine senvice of 
■his Majesty, his hei^^. on successons, or was or were unden covenant 
to serve the said Company in India, on was or were duly possessed of 
a license on- licenses, certificate or certificates in writing, authorizing 
him on ,them to go to or reside traffic in the East-Indies on parts
aforesaid, or that the person or persons not being in his Majesty’s 
service, was or were, at the time or times of his or their being so seized 
or ar^i^ist^d, entitled or authorized, by the stipulation of such covenants, 
licenses, or certificates - respectip^ly, to remain and continue in India 
or other the parts afo^i^i^iuii; and in failure of such proof, tlie plain
tiff or- plaintiffs shall become no^^utieel; and in case, on in any 
other cases wherein the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuited, 
or wherein judgment shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs 
upon demurrer, or where a verdict shall pass fon the defendant on 
defendants, he or they shall have treble costs awarded, to be paid by 
the ^^spective plaintiff or plaintiffs in such suit or ac^^^n; -any law, 
statute, -on provision to the contrary notwithstanding. '

Assault and Trespass on Natives. '
(24) Whereas 'his Majesty’s British, subjects resident 

in the British territories in India, without, the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras, and the town and island of Bombay,

assault and tres- are now, by law, subject only to the jurisdiction of his 
I 2 Majesty’s

J^s^icesofpcace - 
in the provinces' 
shall have juris- 
dict^ion in <ise of

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 104.

§ 123.

§ 105.
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LAWS. , Majesty’s courts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay 

1813
53 Geo'.' 3, . the courts established by the said United Company 

c. 155, within the said territories, to which all other persons, 
5 105' whether natives or others, inhabitants in the said terri

tories without the limits of the town aforesaid, are 
amenable : and whereas it is expedient to provide more 
effectual redress for' the native inhabitants of the said 
territories, as well in the case of assault, forcible entry, 
or other injury accompanied with force, whjch may be 
committed by British subjects at a distance from the 
places where his Majesty’s courts are established, as 
in case of civil controversies with such British sub
jects ; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and . may 
be lawful for any native of India, resident in the East-Indies, or 
parts aforesaid, and without the said towns, in case of any assault, 
forcible entry, or other injury accompanied with force, alleged to 
have been done against his person of property by a British sub
ject, to complain of such assault', forcible entry, or other injury 
accompanied with force, not being felony, to the magistrate of the 
zillah or district where the alleged offender shall be resident, or in 
which such offence shall have been committed ; and that such magis
trate shall have powder and authority, at the instance of the person so 
complaining, to take cognizance of sach complaint, to hear parties, 
to examine witnesses, and, having t^ken in writing the substance of 
the complaint, defence, and evidence, to acquit or convict the person 
accusl^i^; and, in case of conviction, to inflict upon such person a 
suitable punishment, by fine, not exceeding' five hundred rupees, to be 
levied, in case of 'non-payment, by warrant under the hand of the said 
magistrate, and upon any property of the partiy so convicted which 
may be found within the said disti^rt^t; and if no such property shall 
be found within the said district, (hen it shall be lawful for the said 
magistrate, by warrant also under his hand, to commit such offender 
to some place of confinement within the said zillah or district, which 
in the judgment of the said magistrate shall be fit for receiving sucli 
offender : or if there shall be no fit place of confinement, then to the 
gaol of the presidenr^y, to remain there for a period not exceeding 
two months, unless such fine shall be sooner paid; and it shall be 
lawful for the said magistrate to award the whole or any portion of 
such fine to the party aggrieved, by way of satisfaction for such 
injui^r^: provided always, that in all cases of conviction of a British 
subject, under the provision herein-before contained, the magistrate 
before whom such conviction shall take place shall forthwith transmit 
copies of such conviction, and of all depositions and other proceed
ings relative thereto, to the goverpment to which the place wherein 
the offence w'as committed is or shall be subordinate : ' provided also, 
that all such fines shall be paid in the first instance to - the magistrate 

before

pass, committed'
respectively, and are exempted from the jurisdiction of by British sub- * 

jects on the na
tives of India.*- 
c^opy of convi'c- 
tion and pro
ceedings to be 
sent to the go- 
verament. ~- 
Fines to Oo iaiO 
to the magistrate. 
—Application 
thereof. — Con- 
vwtiobs rrioo^- 
able by certiorari^ 
and subject to 
provisions oi 33 
Geo. 3. cap. 52.
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before wiiom the 'party offending shall be convicted, and the amount 
thereof, after making such satisfaction to the party aggrieved as aford- 
said, if any shall be transmitted by such magistrate to the clerk of 
tile crown, or other officer to whom it belongs to receive fines in his 
Majesty’s Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for the 
province within which the offence shall have been commi^^^d; and 
such fines shall and may be disposed of in the same manner as other 
fines imposed by such Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Deli
very : provided also, that all such convictions shall and may be 
removable by writ of cejr,iorari into the said Courts of Oyer and Ter
miner and Gaol Delivery respectively, in the same manner, and upon the 
same terms and conditions, and shall be proceeded upon in the same 
manner in every respect as ' is dirjcted in the said act of the thirty- 
third year of his Majesty’s reign, with regard to other convictions 
before justices of peace in the British settlements or territories in 
India : provided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to prevent such magistrate from committing 
or holding to bail any British subject, charged with any such offence 
before him, in the .same manner as such Briti.sh subject might have 
been committed or holden to bail if this act had not been passed, 
where the offence charged shall appear ' to such magistrate to be of 
so aggravated a nature as to be a fit subject for prosecution in any 
of his Majesty’s courts to which such British subject may be ame
nable.

Jui^tices of the 
peace to have 
jurisdiction in 
cases of small 
debts due to. na
tives from Bri- 
h’slj subjects.

LAWS.
ISIS.

.53 Geo. 3, 
c; iss.
§ IOS.

I loe.

Debts to Natives Jrom British Subjec^^>

(25) In all cases of debt not exceeding the stim of 
fifty rupees, alleged to be due from any British sub
jects (;o any native of India resident in the East-Indies 
or parts aforestiid, and without the jurisdiction of the 
several Courts of Request established at Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay respectively, it shall and may he

lawful for the magistrate of the zillah or district where such British sub
ject shall be resident, or in which such debt shall have been contracted, 
to take cognizance of all such debts, and to examine witnesses upon 
oath, and in a summary w'ay to decide between the parties, , which 
decision shall be final and conclusive to all intents and purposes; 
and in all cases where any such debt shall be found to be due from 
any British subject to any such native of India, the amount thereof 
shall and may be levied in the same manner, and subject to the , 
same regulations and provisions, in respect to the commitment of the 

’ debtor, as are herein-before made and provided in respect to the 
levying of fines, in case of tlie conviction of a British subject .before 
such magistrate.

■ British,

I; 3
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I793.*-
33 Geo. 3, 

-,.:. 5i2i< 1-:^
■ § 151. 

17fk. '
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 6.3. 
§ 30.
1797r . , 

‘37 Geo. 3",
C.142,

1781.
21 Geo. 3, 

c. 65. 
§ 29.

1813.
53 Geo. 3,

c. 155, 
§ 1Q3.;-

ci J

1R^;}.
4 Gt'O- 4, 

e. HI, 
§ 2.

178i.
21 Geo. 3, 

e. ~0,, 
§ 13.
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Just'ices the Peace.
' Justices of ' the peace may be appointed from the British sub

jects or inliabitanta by ' the Governor-General in Council.
' '! Loans in India.'

(27) NG' Person shall take on loan of monies above twelve per ' cent. ' 
per annum—t^nd , persons engaging in such shall forfeit for every 
offence treble the value.

(28) From 1797, no British subject to lend any ' money, Or be con
cerned in raising any . for native Princes, without the consent of the • 
Court of Directors or Governor in Council. '

(29) No British subject in India to lend any sum or sums to foreigfj," 
companies or foreign European merchants.—(Vide Loans and Interest 
on 'Loans.)

. Misdemeanors beyond 100 Miles ffre^m Presidency.
(30) Whereas great inconvenience and expense have '

hitherto been experienced in cases of prosecution 
under the authority of the Advocate-General or other 
prkrrc'pal law-officer of the said Company, at their 
several presiidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, 
and Bombay respectively, for misdemeanors committed 
at a "dista^^e from the Slid severe by- 'the
ordinary course of indictment, or information filed with 
leave the cou^^; belt therefore enacted, that it shall "of King’s Bendi 
and ' may be lawful for the Advocate-General, or other' ^riglatjd. - 
FrinciFal law-officer of the said Company at their several .presidencies, 
in all' cases of misdemeanor alleged to have been committed by' any-. 
British subject, at a distance of more tltan one hundred miles ' fi’om ', 
the presi^^i^^^y within the limits wher^i^lf such offence shall be alleged ; 
to have been committed, to file an information ex-officio in the Su- , 
preme Court of Judicature at Fort William, the Supreme Court of 

‘Judicature at Madras, or the Recorder's Court at Bombay,: as t^he '
’ case may be; and all such proceedings shall and may " be ' used and 

had upon such information as may lawfully be used ' and had in 'cases ' 
of information filed ex-ofj^io by his Majesty’s ' At^t^orney-G^<^r^e^ral in 'his. .. 
Majesty’s Court of' King’s Bench in Engl^i^d; any matter or thing to 
the contrary notwithstanding. ' ' l'

(31) Persons accused of capital crimes 125 miles from the presh 
dency can be t^^^ed.by court martial.—(Vide Military Forces.)

, Native Pa^rt^ner or Servant Bri^t^i^sh. Subjects to be regist^er^e^-
(32) All and every of his Majesty’s British subjects 

I shall cause to be entered in the Provincial Office
of the district in which the said British subject 
doth most com^^nly reside, the name, description, 
and place of abode of his native steward or stewards,

For misdemea
nors cominitted 
by British sub
jects mOre than 
one hundred . 
miles from a pre- . . 
sidency, infer- 
mations may be 
filed ex-ijffido, , 
and prosecuted 
as in. the .Court ,

All British sub
jects shall enter ' 
in the Pi^ovin- 
cial Office, the 
name ^d place 

____  _____ _____ . ...___ __   of abode of their ' 
'______________ ,___________________________,_______ i native stewards,.agent or agents, or partner or partners in any j.gcts, &c. , .

concern of revenue or merchandize (if ant'' sUcR ' .
' ■ ' ' ' ' stcwai’d,
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steward, agent, partner he hath), and in like manner shall .enter, or caus*^-- L-’V^VS.
to be entered, Wl^luifthree months from the time of succession, or new 
appoii^itmei^^, sr new partnership, the names of him or. them who are dis» 
missed, dead, or new-appointed in the said Erovineial Offi^i^; and the presi
dent of the said Council is directed to transmit within three months to 
Calcutta, the name of every person who shall succeed to the said e^nployment 

' or part^^ei^!^^5[), for which a fee of one sicca rupee for every enti^j', and no 
more, shall be paid to the offi^i^r keeping the said register.

Penalty on Bri
tish subjects' em- 
P'll^;l^ng Miy 
agent, &c. n^ m> 
rojitt^i^ed.

1781.
21 Geo. a. 

c. 70, 
s IS.

(33) If any British subject shall be convicted before the 
Supreme Court of employing any native agent, or engaging 
with any native partner, not registered as heteinbefore is 
pr^ovided, or who shall be bona and in effect and sub
stance, suc^ agent or partner (although by covi^, collusion, 

or deceit, the same may be recovered and concealed, contrary to the true 
in'tent and meaning of this act), the said Br'itish subject, if in the Company's 
service, shall forfeit, on ■c^yvic^ioy, the sum of five hundred pound-s, and if 
not in the Company's service, shall forfeit one hundred pounds to any person 
suing for the same.

(34) No native entitled to any salary till registered.
Penalty on British

T“ ■ •
engaging in trade 
witli native partners 
not registercd.

4 14.

(35) If any British European subject shall engage in any 
Em^opean subjects ■concern of trade ^^^th a native partner not registered as 

... .—.u {giigjin directed, the said British subject shall not be en
titled to recover or receive any sum or sums of money by 
reason of the said joint concern, or to compel an account 

thereof by any suit in law or equity in any court witbin the said pro^^nc^^; 
and any person prosecuting to convi^^ion, in the Supreme Court, a British 
subject having a native partner or agent not being registered as aforesaid, 
shall be' entitled to, and shall recover by due process of the said C^r^, the 
whole of the salary engaged for, and shall also be entitled to an ac^^unt and 
receipt of the said British subject’s share of profit of any partnership entered 
into with any person or persons not confo.rmiag to the regulations of this act,*-

CouMerfeitit^ng Li^censes.
Counterfeiting li- (35*) Be it enacted, that if any person or person.s within 

cense^orcertificates, the local limits of the criminal jurisdiction of the said 
or attested copies courts, or if any' person persons personally subject to
W'ithr°fiye'**nd'1m- j’ul^isdiction of any of the said courts, at any place in
priSoymeyt. the East-Indies, or at any place between the Citpe of Good

§ 

§

15.

16.

1313. .
53 Geo. ,3, 

c . 155, 
. 120.

the East-Indies, or at any place between the Citpe of Good 
Hope or the Straii^s,of Magellan, where the said 'Com

pany shall have a settlement, factory, or other establishme^^, shall couhter- 
fe^^, erase, alter or falsify any license, auth^r^'izing any ship or vessel to pro
ceed to any place in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, or any license or 
certificate author^izing any person to go to' or reside at any such pl^, or any ' 
attested copy of any such license or certificate, or shall utter or publish as 
true any such counterfeited, erased, ■ altered or falsified li^^t^^e,' certif^^^te, 
or attested copy, knowing the same to be counterfeited, erased,, altered or 
falsified, and sh^l be convicted thereof, every person so offending shall suffer 
such im^^isi^nm^^t, not exceeding one year, and shai^l pay such fine, not ex
ceeding in value one thousand sicca rupees, in the ' currency of the place in 
which such offence sliall b^ com^^tted, as the c^urt before which he or she shall 
have been so convicted, shall direct.

• The ..same provisions as to registry of natives extended to Madras and Bombay 
by the S7th Geo. 3, Ci 142.
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BY-LAWS.

The power of making and constituting By-Laws is vested in . 
the majority of Proprietors qualified for electors when assem
bled in General Court, by the chapter of Wi^l^iam III.

At the first General Court of the United East-India Com
pany, held under , that charter on the ■ 25th March 1709, it was 
resolved that a committee of fifteen proprietors, whereof nine 
to form a quorum, should be chosen by ballot to frame by-laws 
for the government of the Company. No proprietor was 
eligible to be chosen, who did' not possess £^2,000 stock. The 
committee, which was chosen on the 29th March, reported on 
the 29th September.

By the twent^y^-S^:xth by-law then ordained, the committee 
was henceforth to consist of seven members who were to be 
chosen by ballot, in the month of June in each year. In the 
year 1716 it was resolved, in General . Court that the choice- 
should in future be made by shew- of hands instead of by 
ballot and by motion, for the appointment of each member 
separ^t^t^I^^y: this mode has existed to the present time. In 
1775 a motion was made to revert to the system of electing the 
committee by ballot, but it was negatived. Al^te^rations have - 
been made from time to time in the code of By-^i^aws.

In UJ13, in consequence of the act of the 58d Geo. Ill, 
c. 155, the committee met to consider whether any alterations 
were requisite in the then existing laws. On the 16th February - 
^^15, they reported their proceedings to the court, with sug
gestions fi>r such alterations as had become requisite under the 
provisions of the above-mentioned - act. In concluding the - 
report, - the committee expressed the gratification which they 
felt at observiing the clear and comprehensive S^iStiem upon 
which the extensive- affairs - of the Company had been con
ducted, refl^i^^ting much honour upon the Court of E^^i^e^ctors, 
and the officers employed Under them.

Sundry
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Sundry alterations in tlie laws were proposed in General 
Cou^ft; and, among others, it was resolved that the committee 
of by-laws should in future consist of fifteen members instead 
of seven, and that five should be a quorum.

The committee are required to meet twice in the year, and 
to be summoned by the secretary for the time being, on the 
requisition of any two of its members.

No by-law can be effectual which shall alter the constitution 
of the Company, as pi^^vided for by charter, or which shall be- 
contrary to any act of Parliament either existing or which may
be passed for regulating the Company's affairs. The by-laws 
are requii'ed to be read in the first Court of Directors and . 
first General Court after every annual election. No by-law 
can be suspended, altered, or repealed without the consent ■ and 
approbation of 'two special General ■ Courts; ■ of the first 'of - 
which fourteen days' public notice, at the least, must be giv^j^.' 
Offending against the by-laws subjects the party, if a Direc
tor, to be removed, and renders him incapable of holding 'any 
other office or employment under the Com^^i^^; if an of^cer, 
to be dismissed 'the service.

LAWS.
(1) And we do hereby, for us, our heirs and success . c1 larte-r 

sors, ' grant to the said Lnglish Company trading to the Wm, 3.
East-Indies, that all and ever^ the said members quafi - 
fied for doctors as aforesaid shall have full power, and 
they are ' hereby authorized in the General Courts ' or 
assemblies aforesaid, by majority of tlieir votes as 
aforesaid, to make and constitute reasonable by-laws,

'The General 
Court to make 
by-laws fo^ call
ing in money, 
making divi
dends,- and go
vernment of the 
Company.

constitutions, orders, and ordinances from time to time, as well for 
raising and calling in, and payment of monies for an additional joint 
stock, for the better carr^ying on and managing the said trade, and for ' 
the applying and propor^i^oning the profit, advantage, and produce 
arisii^jg by the joint stock and trade, as for the good government the 
said trade to the East-Indies and oflter the parts aforesaid, and oii the 
factors, agents, officers, and others concerned in the same; and to 
inflict reasonable penalties and punishments by imprisonments, mulcts, 
fines, or amerciaments for any breach or breaches thereof, and to levy 
such t^nes, mulcts, or amerciaments to the use of the said Company - 
and their s^iccessors, so that such by-laws be not repugnant to the laws 
of this our kingdom, and be confirmed and approved according to th© 
statutes in such cases made and pnovVi^t^d; all which mulcts, ^nes, 

and
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and amerciaments shall and may be recovered and received, to the 
only use and beho^^ of the said Company and their successors, with
out any account or other matter or thing, to be therefore rendered to 
us, our heirs or successors.

BY- 
BAW'S.

c. 3,
§ i to 4.

By-Laws.
Item, , it is ordained. that at the General Court A committee of 

to be held yearly in the month of June, a committee of chosentanmial^ 
fifteen shall be chosen, wher^i^^ five to be a quorum, in June, 
who being thereby authorized and empowered, are required to meet 
at least twice in the year, to inspect the by-laws, and to make inquiry 
into the observance and execution of them, and to consider what 
alterations and additions may be proper to be made, and to report 
their opinions from time to time to the General Cot^it; and that the 
said commi^i^'^^e shall be summoned to meet by the secretary for the 
time being, on the requisition of any two members thereof.

That the by-laews shall be read in the first Court - 
of Directors, and first General Court, after every an
nual election.

That no by-l^ws shall be ordained, altered, repeal
ed, or suspended without the consent and approbation 
of two General Courts, especially to be called for that 
purpose e of the first of which General Courts fourteen 
days' public notie’e, at the least, shall by given.

That if any Director shall be guilty of a wilful 
breach of any of the by-laws of this corporation, to 
which any other special penalty is not annexed, and 
shall be so adjudged by a General Court, he shall be 
liable to be removed from his offi^ie of Director, and 
shall be incapable thereafter of holding any other o-fcice 
or employment under this Comj^s^i^jy; and if any other
officer or servant of this Company shall be guilty of a wilful breach of 
any of the by-laws of the cor^or^^ion, to which any other special 
penalty is not annexed, he shall be dismissed from the service, Uid be 
incapable of holding any oflSce or employment under this Company,, 
the qualifilcatton for which is subject to the regulation of the General 
Court.

By-laws, when 
to be read,

No by-laws to 
be altered with
out the consent 
of two fenera1 
Courts.

Directors or 
other persons 
guilty of a wilful 
brraeh of the by
laws, to he re
moved, and ren
dered incapable 
of holding any 
office.
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CAPITAL STOCK.

The original apiounl^j^if the Company’s capital stock, under 
the 10th Wm. III. was £^2,000,000. In 1708, by the 6th Anne, 
the Company were permitted to increase it to £3,2^00,000. In 
1786, by the 26th Geo. III., the amount was further increased 
by raising £8^00,000 at, £^155 per cenit, making a total of 
£4,000,000, which in 1789 was increued to £^5,000,000, by 
raisi^:ng another million at £^174 per cent. In 1793 the Com
pany were permitted, under ■ the 33 d Geo. III. cap. 47, to in
crease it to £^6^.^^^0,000, on condition that, of the sum so raised, 
such part as was necessary should be applied to reduce the 
bond debt, then £3{,S^(^^^000, to £^1,500,000. By another act in 
ths same year, cap. 52, a guarantee fund was provided for 
to the extent of £^12,000,000: by the act of 1813 other pro
visions were introduced, which will be noticed.

In 1797, the affairs of the Company required the permanent 
advance of a considerable sum of money. An act was accord
ingly passed permitting an addition of ' £^^,^00,000 to be made 
to the capital stock, which stock, had it been raised, would have 
made the total £^8,000,000; the guarantee fund provided for 
in the act of 1793 was to be increased to £^16^,000,000.

The Company did not avail themselves of such permission 
to increase the capital stock, but in 1807 obtained an act 
anthi^ir.zing them to increase their bond debt from £3^,000,000 
to £5,000,000. At the same time it was provided, in the event of ■ § 1—S- 
the Company increasing their capital under the act of the 37th 
Geo. III. cap. 31, the amount of the increased bond debt 
was to be reduced after the rate of £^200 for every £^100 stock 
raised, till the bond debt should be reduced to £3,000,000.— 
Subsequent provisions, in the 51st Geo. III. cap. 64., enabled 

the

47 Geo. 3, 
Sess. 2, 
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the Company to raise money, either by the increase of the 

capital stock under the 37th Geo, III, cap. 31, 4^i?0)OO0^(^0, 
or by increasing their bond debt • £^^,^)^C^C^,000, so that the whole 
sum raised on bond should not exceed £^7,)^)^0,000.—(Fif 
Debts of the Company.)

The present amount of the capit^ol stock is £^6,^(^^,000; the 
dividend on whi^h is lOJ per cent.

Guarantee Fund.
By the act of the 53d Geo. III. cap. 155, sec. 50, it is pro

vided, that when the principal debt of the Company in India 
shall have been reduced to ten millions (£^1(^,)^)^(^,)^(^0), cal
culated at 2s. the Bengal current rupee, 8s. the iNt^t^i’a-s pagoda, 
and 2s. 3d. the Bombay rupee, and the bonded debt-in Great 
Britain reduced to £^3^,0^00,000, the surplu.s proceeds of terri
torial revenue and home profits are to be applied in repayment 
of the capital of public funds created for the Company; and 
any further surplus is to be paid into the Exchequer, to be a 
guarantee fund, not exceeding £^1^,0^0^0^;000, for the capital 
stock and dividends.—(Vide Appropriation.)

1793.
S.3 Ge^. , 

c. 47, 
§8.

The Company, 
with conTnt of 
theTreasury,may 
add 000,000 
to their capital 
stock. — Sub- 

1) he jn- 
corpordt^ed with 
tJjc Company.

LAWS.
Capital may be Six M^^lli(^ns.

(1) And whereas, in the present circumstances of the 
said Company, it is fit- and proper that they should 
be empowered to raise a further sum of money, beyond 
what they are authorized by law to raise, for the pur
poses to which the same is hereinafter directed to be 
ap^lii^d; and it is e.xj^edient that such money should 
be raised by a further increase of their capital sto<^^: 
be it fui’ther' enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the said Compan^y,'and they -are hereby authorized and empowered, 
by and with the consent and approbation of the Commissiioners 
of his Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, or any three or more 
of them, or of the high-treasurer for the time being, at any time 
or times hereafter, to open books, and to receive subscriptions 
from any person or persons, natives or foreigners, bodies politic 
or corporate, for enlarging their present capital stock or fund of 

Jive millions to any sum not exceeding the further sum of one million 
capital stock, so as to make their iuhole capital stock the sum of six 
millions' s which said additional capital stock shall be subscribed and 

paid
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paid fo* at the rate of two hundred pounds for every one - hundred 
pounds of such stock, - or at such other rate as the Court - of Directors 
of the said Company, with the consent and approbation , of the Com
missioners of his Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, or any three 
or more of them, or of the high-treasurer for the time being, shall 
diri^c^t; which said subscription shall be made, and the money for- the 
said' additional stock ' shall be paid, in such manner and form, and by 
such instalments and proportions, as the said Court of Directors, 'with 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid, shall - appt^ir^t; and -the 
capital stock so subscribed and paid for shall, from and after the time 
of such payment, be deemed, considered, and taken as and for a part 
of the capital stock -of the said Comj^^r^jr; and the said subscribers, 
from and after the time of making full payment for the said additional 
stock, and their respective executors -or administrators and assigns, 
shall at all times be deemed and reputed to be Members , of the said 
Company, and incorporated therewith, - and shall be - intitled unto, and 
have, hold, and . enjoy all and every the profits, benefits, privileges, 
advantages, and immunities, and be subject and liable to all and every 
the regulations, rules, and orders whereto the present stock-holders 
and Members of the said Company, in respect of the stock held by 
and belonging to them, are respectively intitled, subject, and liable 
unto, by any act or acts of Parliament, charter, or by-law, or other
wise how^l^l^ci^^•; and the said additional stock shall be - transferable 
and assignable, and the proprietors and holders thereof shall hold their 
respective shares of the said additional stock, in like manner respec
tively as 'the present stockholders of the said Company now do and 
hereafter shall hold and enjoy -the respective sums belonging - or- to 
belong to them in the present capital stock of the said Company, and 
the same shall in all respects be consolidated and united into one 
joint capital stock.

Capital may he /•aised to Eight Millions.
(2) Whereas the affairs of the United Company - of 

^Ten^ciants of England trading to the East-Indies re
quire a permanent advance or a considerable sum of 
money beyond wloat tire said Company can raise under 
Ae powers now vested in them by law; and it is expe
dient that Stch mo^ey should be raised by an increase of 
their capital S^ioc^lc; be it enacted by the King’s most 
excellent Majesty, that it shall and may be lawful to 

and fpr the said United Company, and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered, by and with the consent and approbation of the 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, or any 
three or more of them, or of the high treasurer for the time being, 
from time to time, and at any time or times hereafter, to -open books 
and receive subscriptions from any person or persons, natives or fo

reigners,

LA^WS.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 47, 
§8.

Preai^l^l^<^. — 
The Company, 
with consent of 
the treasury, may 
add 
to their capital 
^ck. — Sub
scribers to be in- 
eoe^c^c^om n^ith 
theC^mnmnn.
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reigners, bodies politic or corpo'ir^t;e, for enlarging their present capi
tal stock or fond of six millions of pounds to any sum or sums not 
exceeding the further sum of two millions capital stock, so that 
thejir whole capital stock shall not: excee<i the sum of £5^03(^00)00; 
which said additional capital stock shall from time to time be sub
scribed and paid for at such rate for every one hundred pounds of such 
stock as the Court of Directors of the said United Company, with 
the consent and approbation of the Commissioners of his Majesty’s 
Treasury for the time being, or any three or more of them, or of the 
high treasurer for the time being, shall dii^t^t^c; which said subscriptions 
shall be made, and the money for the said additional stock shall 
from time to time be paid, in such manner and form, and by such 
instalments and proportions, as the said Court • of Directors, with 
such consent and approbation • as aforesaitl, shall appoii^t; and the 
capital stock so subscribed and paid for, shall, from and after the 
time of such payment, be ' deemed, considered, and taken as • and for 
a part of the capital stock of the said Comj^t^i^jy; and the said sub
scribers, from, and after the time of making full payment for the said 
additional stock, and their respective executors or administrators and 
assigns, shall at all times be deemed and reputed to be. members of 
the said United Company, and • .ii^c^o^i^porated-therewith, 'and shall be 
entitled unto, and have,; 'hold, and enjoy all and every the profits, 
benefits, privileges, advantajges, and immunities, and be subject and 
liable to all and every the regulations, rules, and orders, whereto 
the present stockholders and members of the said United Company, 
in respect of the stock held by and belonging to them, are respectively 
entitled, subject, and liable unto by -any act or acts of parliament, 
charter, or by-law, or otherwise howsoever. ■

(3) And be it further enacted byLhe authority afore- Ih^eJU^edivi-
said, that the said United Company shall and may, Iddi&SSl
from time to time, make and pay the like dividends to as -on the present 
the proprietors of the said additional stock, as they stock.
now do and hereafter shall and may -make and pay to the proprietors 
and holders of the present stock .of the said United Company, .the 
first of which said dividends shall commence from such time as shall 
be specified in the proposals or terms to be - offered for the said sub
scription, by the s^d Court of Directors, with - such consent and 
approbation as aforesaid.

(4) Provided nevertheless, and .be it further enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the said Court of Directors, with 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid, to give the 
option and preference in subscribing for the said addi
tional stock, to such per^t^i^s.as shall hold t^e said 
Company’s stock at the time or times o^ such subscrip
tion as aforesaid, as -far as and not exceeding the

t Pr^e^fei^ence to
be givpn to jire- 

' sent pIoprietors, 
I not exceeding 
J fifty per cent, on 
' theircapitah—If 
‘ their subscrip- 
[ tions be more 
ii, *

I deduction to be 
amount
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; and if amount of fifty pounds per centum on the capital stock 
lessmhe deficien- gthen be held by each stockholder so sub-
nlied by others, scribmg, for all such sums as they shall subscribe, on 
or. before a day to be named by the said Court o^ Directors, ■ with 
such consent and approbation as afon^^aiil; and in case the subscrip
tions made by them on or before such day shall exceed the sum 
proposed to be sold at that time, a proportionable deduction shall be 
made from each subscriip;i(^n; and if such subscription shall, on the 
close ther^i^if on such day as aforesaid, fall short of the sum proposed 
to be sold, the deficiency shall be disposed to other persons, as 
the said Court of Directors, with such consent, and approbation as 
aforesaid, shall think fit. .

Tiie additional 
stock, with ^^n- 
Mrt of tlie Tread 
mry, Ut sold 
to one or more 
nersons.

as aforesaid, from agreeing with one or more person or persons, bodies 
politic or corporate, for the sale of the whole of the said additional 
capital stock, or for such part or parts theri^i^lf as they shall from time 
to time think fit and find it necessary and proper to se^l; but it shall 
and may be lawful for the said Court, with such consent and appro
bation as aforesaid, to contract for and agree to sell the whole, or any 
part thereof, to one or more person or persons.

E^eceintsto be 
given for depo- 
sitsj whtch may 
be assigned, &c. 
ditional stock 
treasurer shall give a receipt for the same, and so from time to time as 
future payments shall be mat^e; which said receipts shall be assign
able and transferable by indorsement theri^t^n; and when the last 
payment shall be made on the said additional stock to be subscribed 
for as aaeresaid, the holder of such receipt, on delivering up the same, 
shall have his or her name entered in proper books to be kept by 
the said United Company for that pul'pese, with an account of the 
capital stock belonging to each proprietor, in like manner as the ac
counts of the present preprieters of India stock are kept.

(7) Provided always, nevertheless, and be it further 
enacted, that in case any subscriber or subscribers, , 
after having subscribed, shall fail in making all or any

LAWS.

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 31, 
§3.

(5) Provided always, and be it further enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that nothing herein contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to previent or 
restrain the Court of Directors of the said United . 
Company, by and with such consent and approbation

(6) And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that as soon as reasonably may be after , the 
deposit or first payment shall be made for the said ad- 
to be subscribed for, the said Company’s cashier or

de
faulters to be 
forfeilted.

the payments agreed at the respective times for such payments, then 
and in every such case the said United Company shall and may take 
in subscriptions for and sell the stock subscribed for by such de
faulter, to any other person or and all deposits and payments
made by such defaulter, previous to such default, shall be forfeited to 
and become the property of the said United Company.

(8) Ai^d

5 4.

§ s.
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(8) And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for any 
guardian, or trustee having the disposition of the 
money of any infant, to subscribe and pay for the said additional 
stock, or any par^ thereof, upon the terms and conditions contained 
in this ac^; and such infant, upon the payment of such sum or sums 
by such guardian or trustee, shall be entitled unto the stock so sub
scribed and paid for on his account, and to all advantages in respect 
thereof, in like manner ..as any other . purchaser or subscriber j.,and the 
said guardian or trustee, as to the sum or sums advanced, by . him, 
shall be, and is hereby discharged in respect thereof, so as the name of 
such infant shall be expressed in the receipt or'receipts'for '’such 
money. - •• • ' ■ ' ’.i fcm.

Guardians may 
subSCTibe for m- 
fants. ,
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the French from time to time, 
of fifteen years, a negotiation 
Mr. Saunders took place at

The country of the Carnatic, from whence the commission 
treated of in the following sketch takes its name, extends from 
the eighth to the sixteenth 'degree of north latitude, along the 
coast of Coromandel westward from 'the sea; it has . been 
distinguished as the Carnatic below and above the Ghauts. 
It was annexed to the Mogul conquests under Aurungzebe, at 
the close of the seventeenth century, and made a dependency 
or nabobship on the Soubah of the Deccan, of which power it 
formed one of the grand divisions.

With the view of putting an end to the hostilities in which 
we had been engaged with 
during a period little short 
between M. Dupleix and 
Madras, in January 1734.

The point in dispute was, whether Mahomed Ali should 
be acknowledged Nabob of the Carj^i^l^it!; his pretensions were 
supported by the English, and opposed by the French. ' The 1754’

negotiation was broken off^ and matters were . taken up by 
the governments of the two nations in Europe—Lord Holder- 
ness negotiating for the English, and M. ^a^veleur on the 
part of the Frenph: the Duke of Newcastle and the French^ 
ambassador, the Due de Mirepoix, sharing in the conference 
and decisions . when necessary. The little knowledge possessed 
by the parties in Europe as to Indian affairs rendering it 
utterly impossible for them to ■ adopt any ' definitive arrange
ment, M. Godheu was sent out to supersede M. Dupleix 
in the government of ■ all the French possessions in India, 
and’arrived at Pondicherry in August 1754. On the llth 
October a suspension of arms was agreed upo:n; and, on 
the 23d De^c^e^mber, a provisional treaty, which was to be 
confirmed or altered in Europe, was signed at Pondicherry, 
By that treaty Mahomed Ali was left Nabob of the Carnatic.

K The
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The peace resulting from the treaty ■ was but of short 
duration, as the war which broke out between the ' two 
nat:^(^i^^'in Europe in 1756 'extended itself to India. The 
French ministry meditated a decisive blow in Indi^;, the 
Comte de Lally, a member of one ■ of the Irish families who 
accompanied James II. to France, was despatched as Com- 

of all the French forces. The memorable 
contests, in which the Comte de Lally and M. Bussy wei'e op
posed to Lawrence, Clive, and Cbote, followed, and led to the 
final evacuation of the Carnatic by the French in 1761. The 
different reception given by the two nations to their respec
tive commanders, on their return to their native shores, 
presents a strong contira^t: ■ La Bourt^c^r^i^jii^ (the French naval 
commander) and Lally were thrown into the Bastite;; the former 
not liberated till he had suffered three years’ imprisonment; 
the latter condemned to suffer an unjust and igncminicus death, 
being dragged through the streets of Paris to his execution.

Dupleix suffered in health and fortune, and his death is 
reported to have been hastened by grief.

The English having expended large sums in ma'intaining 
the interest of Mahomed Ali, looked for some return out 
of the revenues of the country which they had secured for 
him.

Treaties were accordingly entered into in 1763 and 1765, 
specifying the payments to be made by the Nabob. In 1766, 
the Mogul issued a phirmaund, rendering the Carnatic inde
pendent of the Nizam, and bestowing it ■ on Mahomed Ali, 
together with the title of Wallah Jah Ummeer-ul-Hind, a title 
which he afterwards invariably used.

In 1767, Hyder (whose great grandfather, a native of the 
Punjaub, entered the Deccan in the character of a fakir) had 
raised himself, by his talents and valour, to ■ the government of 
the kingdom of Mysore, originally one of the dependencies of 
the great Hindu government of Bijanuggur, and ultimately 
proved the most formidable enemy we had to contend with in 
India. He had effected an alliance with the Nizam, and having 
planned ■ an attack on ' the Carnatic, actually approached within 
a short distance of Madras with ■ five thousand horse. In 1769, 
having drawn the English army a considerable way from 

Madras,

    
 



CAENATIC COMMISSIONERS. 131

Madras, he marched with great rapidity six thousand horse 
to St. Thom^, from whence he sent a message to the Governor 
of Fort Sl George, requiring that a negotiation should be 
immediately opened. The result was treaty concluded on 
the 4th April 1769; by the second article of which the con
tracting parties agreed mutually to assist, each other in driving 
out their enem^i^i?; and, by the fifth article, to restore all the 
forts and places which might have been taken by either party 
from the other. ' '

The incursions of Hyder, and the continued wars to which 
the Carnatic had been subjected for a series of years, had 
drained the country of its resources ; its revenues were nearly 
swallowed up in payment of exorbitant int^<^i^<2;tj, by the grant 
of tunkas or assignments of land.. In' 1770, the military defence' 
of the country was committed to the English. With the view 
of recovering his affairs, Mahomed Ali, in 1781, assigned all 
his revenues to the East-India Company, and an arrangement 
was entered into with his Highness by the Bengal Government, 
when provision was made for a settlement of his debts, and a 
plan for their adjudication was subsequently communicated by 
the Madras Government to the authorities in Europe.

A Secret Committee of the House of Commons had, in the 
same year, been appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
w'ar in the Carnatic, and into the condition of the British 
possessions in those parts; this Committee, in their Fourth 
Report, which was presented in February 1782, called^: the 
attention of the House of Commons to the debts due by the 
Nabob to the Company and to private individuals.

By the 37th section of the act of 1784, cap. 25, which first 
established the Board of Commissioners, the Court of D^i^rec- 
tors were required to take into ■ consideration the origin and 
justice of the demands of British subjects on the Nabob.

At the time when this enactment Wis passed, the private 
debts of the Nabob were divided into three classes;

Old Debt,, consolidated in 1767;i—New Debt, consolidated 
in 1777;—and, debt commonly called the “ Cavalry Loan 
due for “ advances made to the Nabob to enable him to pay 
“ arrears to his cavalry.”
, Independe:ntly of these debts, the Nabob was' considerably 

,, K 2 in
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in aweac 'to, the .Ctjmpany.:. and he had, by treaty, with. the 
Bengal iGoTr<ii?inm<;nt, engaged to .liquidate .such , .;arreaj*,.by an 
annual , ilacs - of pagodas. liHesSubsequently
offered to set apart a further sum of five lacs for the discharge 
of his debts, making a total of twelve lacs. , , (

The Court of, Directors, in obedience to the directions of 
the leejiis^^t^ure, took into consideration the subject of the 
debt^ -of the Nabob ; and finding themselves . unable to. come 
to; satisfactory conclusions respecting the origin and justice 
of the whole , of such demands, they proposed to instruct the 
Government , of Madras to institute a full examination into

, 1 The Board ,of Commissioners for -the Affairs of India, . which 
had recently been instituted,, and to whom the pi'oposed 
instructions were necessarily submi'^i^ied, to^lk, a different view 
of -the subject. Di^rections were substituted for making up 
the. three classes of debts, with interest, and for diseharjeing 
them out of the before-mentioned fund of twelve lacs of 
pagodas; to be - applied—1st, to the growing inter!^s^1^',on die 
cavalry loan:—■2d, to the growing interest;.nn- the .new debt 
of 1777. The remainder was then to be equally diyided;, one- 
half to be applied to the payment of the arrears, to the Com
pany, land the other half to the growing interest and,the dis
charge of the principal of the debt of 1767; and, after that 
should be . discharged, then such. half was to. --be applied, to ' 
the current interest and principal .of the cavalry ,When
the cavalry loan was discharjeed, then the Company. .were to 
receive towards their arrears the sum ' of seven lacs, jnstead 
of the moiety -of a balance, as stated above; and -when the 
Company’s debt - was -liquidated, the whole of - the - p^v^l^y^,e_- laqs 
was to be applied to the discharge - of the new consolidated debt 
of 1777. . ■ . n I

The mode thus prescribed by the Board for the settle^^nten,t 
of the Nabob’s debts, took from the Company for a length - of 
time - the greater - part of the benefit of the seven lacs -of pago
das, which the Nabob had agreed to set apart -in satisfaction 
of ■-their- demands., , , , r .. q
. .- The Court of Directors made - a - strong- but ineffectual re
monstrance against these early proceedings of the ,Bogard. 
' * A warm
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A warm discussion on the subject took place’ in the- Hftuse 
of Commons, upon’ a motion for the production of papers, 
wh^ich w^Essi’ made by Mr. Fox'on the'SSth of ']^ieb:^^’ary 
1785. ■ -I- . O'

The arrangement, ■ as framed by ’the Board, was despatched 
to Madras, and promi^^lgated the^^; in consiequence ’of 'which, 
and of other directions from ’ home respectinig- the affairs - 
the Carnatic, the preliminary articles of a ’treaty were ’ entf^i^ed 
intb’ 'between the Government of Fort St. Gec^r^g^<*’ and- the 
Nabob; ’in the second article of ■ which his Highness agreed to 
pay* “ twelve lacs of’ pagodas per ’ annum, ’ on account' ’of ’his 
“debts to the Company and to private creditors, until those 
“ debts ’should be discharged.” This article was confirmed in 
a treaty concluded ’with the Nabob in 1187.' > > ' < ’ ' j O) !

By Art. ’2. ’of that ’treaty, provision was made ’ for the--'grant 
to the Company by'the Nabob of an annual sum by w'aj^’ of 
peac^' subsicd^^; and’in case of war, ’for the approp^^ati<^n,'tinder Article lo. 
the' Company’s direction, of four-fifths of ’the ’ revenues ' of -the 
C^^hatic ’ to'''w'hr’'fe5^]^<^i^!^^s; the Nabob's proportion of which 
W«j fixed af ff'parts; The contingency which was contem- Article li. 
plated soon ’'arose,^ ii^^nd the Carnatic again became the scene 
of arf extensi'^i^'’tvar"with Tippoo. The entire expenses ’in* 
cuiTed ’ in ’consC^i^^i^i^ce, after’ deducting a payment from Tippoo 
afthe conclusion of the war, amounted to £3,310,000; of 
wh^^I^■'tne Nabob’s* share, and which fornied ’ a debt t® the 
Cbm^any, amounted ■ to' £^1,623,000. * ' "i •

'Oh the''te^rmination of the war ’ in 1792, a new treaty was 
formed with the Nabob, by which he engaged to allow’ the 
suitiof’nine lacs of ’ pagodas annually, as peace subsi^^^y;. but 
the sum' applicable to the discharge of his ’ ’ private debts ’ was 
fixed by 'this t^reaty 'at only 6,21,105 pagodas annually. ’ ' ‘

Under the arr^i^j^i^i^^nts framed in 1784, the old consoli- 
dat(^id- debt of 1767, and a part of the cavalry debt, had been 
discharged previously to the breaking out of’the war with 
Tippoo ’in "HOO; during Wnicn the Company, as stipulated 
hy"t^l^e'’" treaty of 1787, had received and ’applied to war ex* 
penses four-fifths of the Carnatic revenue's; ’ and ’■ for iha* 
peribd all payme^n^l^if on account- ’of the • cre'd^t^t^irs* ’ were - sus^ 
pbhded.
” K 3 ‘The
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The state of the -debts of the Nabob came agairi under. the 
consideration of the authorities at home in the year 1794; 
when Mr. Dundas, then President . of the India-Board, pro
posed a plan for transferring those debts to the Company. 
That plan did not meet with the concurrence o^ the - Court of 
Direcl^ors. Much correspondence ensued between the Board 
and the Cour^; in the course of which the Board proposed, 
that instructions should be issued to the G^c^vernment of Fort 
St. George to the following effee^t:

The cavalry loan, it was presumed, had been discharged by 
the payments under the treaty of 179^; and it ' was calculated 
that if the payments under the arrangement of 1784 had hot 
been suspended by the war, that loan would have been finally 
liquidated in 1790; and that, consequently, 'five lacs would have 
been applicable from that period to the liquidation of the debt 
of 1777. The payment of interest to the holders of that debt 
had also ceased during the war.

It was now proposed, that as the Company found it neces
sary, in order to provide for the defence of the country, to 
take possession of the Nabob’s territoi'ies, and to apply the 
revenues arising from them to the expense of the war, and not 
to the payment of the sums which became annually due to the 
creditors, according to the agreement of 1784, the Company 
should b^ considered as having 'biornowed the sums which 
ought to have been paid to the credit^t^rs from the treaty of 
1792.

Upon this principle it was proposed to instruct the Madras 
Government to pay to the creditors, either iii cash or by bonds 
beai'ing six per cent, interest, the sums which, but for the sus
pension in the payments o^ the cavalry loan, they would have 
received in liquidation of the principal of their debt, and also 
the amount of interest which had been suspended during 
the war. These payments were calculated at upwards of 
eighteen lacs of pagodas.

The Court of Directors objected in strong terms (although 
some members tdi^^^^nted from such objection) to these propo- 
s^a^ls, contending that, during the war, the . existing' treaties, 
and tlie interests of the creditors themselves, requii’ed the 
appropriation of the revenues to the war expensive;; and, there

fore,
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fore, that the creditors, during the war, had no just claim oiV . 
the revenues.

After much corri^^^^i^:ndence with the Board of Commis
sioners and with the agents for the creditors, and after remon
strance on the part of the Court of Directors, the proposed 
arrangement was accordingly despatched to Madras. The 
despatch also contained instructions for the payment of the 
whole of the sum of pagodas 6,21,105, under the treaty of 
1792, to the creditors of 177'7; and that such payment should ■ 
not be suspended, on any account whatever, until the debt 

- should be fully liquidated. -
It has been before stated, that the sura which was to be 

paid to the creditors under the orders enforced by the Board, 
was estimated at upwards of eighteen lacs of pagodas. Under 
the construction put upon those orders by the Government of 
Fort St. George, the sum due to the creditors appeared to be 
more than twenty-three lacs, or one million two himdred 
thousand pounds. ..

That Government experiencing considerable difficulty^, in 
the execution of the orders, referred them to the Government 
of Bengal in August 1796, by whom it was determined to issue, 
in proportions of twenty-five per cent, annually, notes for the 
amount transferable to Bengal, receivable- on the remittance 
for the Indian debt, and providing for the regular payment of 
the interest and the discharge of the notes, according to the • 
priority of date.

The whole of these proceedings came under the considera
tion of the General Court of Proprietors in May 1797, which 
was held on a requisition from nine proprietors, when a motion 
was made, declaring that, by the act of the Board of Commis
sioners for the Affairs of India, the Company had been un
justly subjected to the loss of £^1,200,000, and proposing the 
appointment of a Committee of Proprietors “ to consider 
“ what relieJf could be obtained for the Company, and what 
“ measures ought to be adopted to secure them for the future 
“ from those fatal consequences which must ensue .from an 
“ adherence to the principles laid down by the Board.”*

A -long debate arose upon this motion, the question on 
. K 4 . . whicli

* Vide Papers printed for the Proprietors^ 1797.

    
 



In the n<^e^’a'^ye'ptl 'I^J^cJ.ilSth 
(ll^*^.^’P^UW.bers, .haying , been , 34.-^ -ypte^ .,&»■:) ^h<^^<J!^«SS^■ 

t^7j’Il!ni*J'^6?; votes!.!a^j^li^st,iit NotwIthstandlng/fluii -depisIbn, 
te^.',<<^ei^(^i^id,. -Court of f^i^oprietors subsequently- pamei,(tO! an 
uni^iqiuious., - resolution, approving the proceedings^! which^the 
Court of- Directors had adopted, In - consequence of the , mea-' 
suresf proposed by the Board, .declaring that the Board, - by • 
enforcing those measures, had - placed. the Com]^a^l^n>’,I^■,re“ 
spect - to. - tlie Nabob of the Carnatic, in- a situation (diffir^jnt 
frpni that which the Legislature had contemplated, and rec^:-' 
mending the Court of Directors to take the subject again .^pto’, 
cqnsideration, and to adopt such measures as - teey-U^i^i?et^hipe 
li^^ly^^t^p. relieve- the Company, and to protect them, ‘‘ -a^£^iwt 
“jjfjje alarming responsibility -and dangers to. which they - y'^vuiddi 

liable according -to the principle avowed .-in - -the ordera 
“ enforced by the - Board.” , . - . i , . rt, „ --/
^,The ^i^rectors accordingly addressed another ■ remonstrance

to, -the, Board, but to no purpose, the Board being - detoi^niiined
tp. adhere to the arrajngement weice they h£i(( ifrij^n^c^tl.,) - Ma-' 
homed Ali died in October 1795, a-ged- -sevenl^yyeigelt,'l audjwas 
succeeded by Omdut-ul-Omrah, his eldest son,; ■■'y^U’n.^^.-iS^y.^ll‘

y®jr96j seven^l^. creditors of the late Nabob ^of, (11^, _,n^arl5n^.tj^,c -;■^or 
debts addressed the Court i^^,Xiircc^to^s,;.y^i^l;ll.■ a 

ij view to an adjustment of their claims: no proviann wd^ reri 
| -“spect tq;UnconsolIdated debts .having been made in - |the - former 

arrangements. ■ . i. <,i-< i
„ Much, correspondence followed, and a reference ,was .mad^, 

to the Government of Fort St. George. in,prder -that arrange
ments might be proposed to the existing Na^b^b,- 
Om,rae, for - the investigation of those deinands, - and .fpr ytli?! 
appropriation of a fund to the disi^l^iE^i^g^«^.,of suce-^^f^,^tee)jl^aai 
might be - satisfactorily- established. ■ .. ...ii fli.ji?/^anab

In July 1801 the Nabob died, when a totaL■<^l^^^l^n^gpOtpyI 
| place in the state of the family of - Arcot and the ^tt^i^rjitjjr^jpf 
. the -Carnatic. His successor was Azeem-iil-I^(^w^l^ae,.-wIl^e)L!whorpI 

a -treaty was entered-into, by- which tee,civil and ;mliitari<,g^<ytt 
vernment of all the territories and dependencies- of the, 
nape, togeteer-with,te.e -full ande^x^c^lus^i^ve aiget.to tee,^eynnu,si^^^; 
were vested in the Company for ever.

The
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Tlie Company, in'the treaty Concluded upon that occasion, 
charged'thetni^i^Ikes■ with the'annual paymehf^^-'id the tireditors 
in'the" 'i^^^iss^^red dehi^,'lintil 'the sahie shonlr^^'ES ' ifdtii^l^^^^cl# ' of 
tha stfin!''df pagodas. e,2’1,10^£^^'which, ?)3y“tHe’'’<r?aty’?hT*1?9S5,’ 
the ‘Nabohf' had engaged to-i^i^j^erve for that pUi^p^^o^s^ej'f'httt^'f^'o 
pi?^\^ii^i,on was tnbde^’ with respect to unconsolidated ’debt?!'.-' ‘

‘dn'hl^O. ?^«^ar 1804, the payment’ of the cbnM^^i^i^i^i^^dldebis ' 
was completed. '‘The'claimants on account -of unconsolidated 
debts had rn^rged 'their claims upon the attention of the COuf^' 
Of'’D^il^€CtorS and the Board of Commissioners for the ’Affairs 'of 
India/*'' ■' 
dTht^'Gourt of Di^rectors soon' after proposed ’a plan’ fd:f 'fflis 

appropriation of a^]^<^l^l^^lon of the revenues of the Carnatic 'toh 
fund for -the liquidation of the debts remaining unsettled, ii^iid 
for'the u^pp^oinllm^^eht of Commissioners for the purpose’’^1^‘In-’ 
vestigating and adjud^Ciat^:^jg the several claimsi ' ' -V' ’’Os
- -Alfter some disCUssii^ii,' this plan was, in substance, approved 

by’^Kh'’Board and ’by -the creditors, with whom a formal agi^ee- 
ment wl 'OJcCCilt^^d the 10th of July 180^; the principal
fea^We^Sojf which'will now ' be noticed. ’
'The•?gret^t^f^tit provides that the sum of three lacs and' Agreement 

forty ’thousan'd^s^rpagodas (should so much 'be derived front- company 
the^b^Visnltes of the’ ’’Carnatic) shall be appropriated’ ann^i^llly' nndche<Cre-' 

to"'fh??<^ll^^^^^iion■ ’ Of a ’ fund ' for the ’ payment of all the j'ust debfa -ditors, ioth 
tO^'priva^O creditors Of the Nabobs Wallah Jah, Omdut-ul5 July 180'9’ 

Omrah, and Ameer-ul-Omrah, and that the Company S shall 
allow’ hnsii^ti^irfest Of ' six per cent, per annum- on thC unappro^ 
prS'S^^^id 'balahCd Of ‘Such fund. ' ' . vi.

'■h^HH'(-^o■Frl)a^l^lr’ -irie'-not rtiponssble to the crtdstori for more’’ 
tl^^aB 'McCll^i^H’Slall][^a^J^J^(^jnt, ‘ nor liable to make good any los^' 
Sd? C^^^n^^tl'^'ftn;hCo)' a deficiency of revenue, ’ except such 
cSency shall have been occasSoned ’by the ’fault ’ or' htgligehceof- 
tlft'Goi^Jp^^^;y’sistr^£^ntsi ' - -
iBBy-ttiS’ 'ngft^t^m'elut' the debts ’ are divided into two claa^ie^.'’ 

Ili''n^Se'f^■mt'claii arie comprized all debts incurred prt^isi(^^illB 
td thb.'lSth‘of Februa:^^ 1785, the’ day ’on’ which the ’act of ' the’ ' 
24tll'GKt01 III, ’cap; ’ 25, sec. 37, was ’promulgated at Madras; 
aliO’^lsH' debts of pay to ‘civil and mslsta^ ’ servants, and all 

■ ’ ' debts

Classif^eii- 
tion 

of debts.
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In^l^erest 

ed claims.

As to the 
redemption 
of the prin
cipal.

debts contracted to persons acting under the Company's autho
rity. ' In ■ the second class are comprized all debts not ■ included 
in the first class.

The claims are subject to investigation by Commissioners as 
hereinafter mentioned; and when adjudicated, interest upon 
the principal is allowed as follow!?, viz.

claims in the fftrst Class.—From the date when the debt 
was contracted to the 12th of February 1785, twelve per cent, 
per annum. From the 12th February 1785 to the 15th May 
1804, six percent. per annum. From the 15th May 1804, four 
per cent. per annum. ‘

On claims in the secomi Class.—From the date- when the 
debt was contracted to the 15th May 1804, five per cent, per 
annum; and from the 15th May 1804, three per cent, per 
annum.

It is further stipulated that such interest shall be paid half- 
yearly;* viz. on the 5th January and the 5th July. That 
should the fund prove inadequate to meet the demand on ac
count of interest, a proportionate reduction shall be made, 
and that, in the event of its being more than adequate for 
that purpose, the surplus shall form a Sinking Fund for the 
redemption of the principal.

The surplus of the fund, after payment of charges of ma
nagement ' and^” of interest on the allowed claims, it is agreed 
shall be' placed to the credit of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund at Madras; to be invested in Comp^^;y’s secu
rities, and applied at the discretion of the Commissioners 
(subject to the control of the Madras Government and of the 
Court of D^i^rec^t^c^rs), to the liquidation of the principal. Six 
months’ notice is required before any of the principa^l can be 
paid off; and the payment, if in India, must be made in cash 
at Madras, or by bills on the Court at twelve months sight, 
and at eight shillings the pagodia; and if in England, at eight 
shillings the pagoda. It is al^o stipulated, that when any of 
the principal is to be redeemed, advertisements shall be issued 
inviting proposals for the sale of it; and that, if proposals be 
made for the sale of a larger sum than is required, the lowest 
offers shall have the preference; it being always understood 

that
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that the Company are not obliged to accept any unrea^nable 
proposals. The Company may, if they please, pay '<o£f the 
whole debt at par. . •

The agreement provides that three Commissioner shah' be 
appointed in England to arbitrate and decide on ' the claims 
of the cred^toi^^; and that three • Bengal civil servants shall b^ 
appointed by the government of Bengal to sit at Madras, to 
act as Commissioners and Referees under the Commif^^sf^o^^iis in 
England—those in India not being competent todecide any claim.

The first Commissioners in England were named in' the 
agreement, and provision was therein made to enable the ' Court 
of Directors, in conjunction with a majority of the creditors, 
to supply vacancies; if fourteen days elapse after the com
munication to the Court of a vacancy without' its being sup
plied, the other Commissioners may nominate: if they differ 
in opinion, the casting vote to be given by lot •

. It is to be observed, that no person interested in any claim 
is qualified to act as a Commissioner.

The Commissioners take a prescribed oath, and are emj^<^w- 
ered to administer oaths to compel the attendance of wit
nesses and the production of papers, and to commit persons 
refusing to be examined. They cannot compel any one in 
England to go to India, or the reverse. The Commissioners 
in England are required to send copies of any instructions 
which they may propose to despatch to India, to the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to the Court of Di
rectors, and to the agents for the creditors, fourteen days 
before a final decision' is had upon them. Each of those au
thorities may transmit observations upon such instructions; 
when the Carnatic Commissioners may finally decide and for
ward the instructions through the Court of ^^rect^ors, who 
are required to direct the Local Government to give every 
proper aid in carrying the same into effect.

The Commissioners in England enjoy the -salary ofl^^lia- 
mentary Commissioners, viz. £^1,500 per annum. Those in 
India enjoy sala^ri^ as follows;: viz^. - .

First .......... ...................... ........R^up^^s
Second ...................................... 35,000
Thi)^(^......?............................................30,000

Mode of 
investiga
tion of ■' 
claims.

Power of 
the Com- 
missione™.

Salaries of 
the Com
missioners.

In
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of the Com
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■^n,J824 ths same gentlemen were appointed Commissioners 
for investigating the claims of the , credito^rs, ^he RajOh of 
Ta^njor^e^'; and it was resolved, that, for the they
should receive an addition . of, £300 per ann^u^^mipa^^^^Kiraaking 
a total of £^1,^800 per annum; the same to be reduced l;j £^1,500, 
whenever one of the Commissions should ,be ,plo.sed^*7r^'fFi•ids 
Tanjore Commissioners.) , ■ nl. '

There are two Registers of , Claj^m:^, one , at Madras l^rpd one 
in England, who are each , allowed a salarj; of £^500 .per ,pai^m. 
The appointment of Registers rests . with the creditors, (S'^b.^lSct 
to the approbation of the Court of Dj^rectors, who map,d^ismiss 
them.
'■{TIiss, Cop^ipissioners’expenses and the 'expenses of investi

gation.. are -charjgeable, one-hal^if to the Company and one-half 
to ' the..fund. . \ , . • /
j It further be observed, that .the powers,- of the- Com
missioners, as stated above, were confirmed by the. Act -of the 
4,<3th Geo. Ill, cap. 133, and have been , continued, -from .time 
to 'time. by. subsequent enactmenis. .r.,

' The Commissioners are required annuallyj to -la, a ' siaismsni ■ 
before Parliament - of the claims dscidsd.■ lT^^«^^^hit5^ti^pO^f .'ths' 
commission, is abundanilp svidsncsd by ihs-rssuli S^Xbi1^^isd in 
ths,lTwsnip-^irsi, Report of the - Comm■^ssi^msrspi of!,thsn21si 
February, which is as Oo^:— ■ , ' rj

‘t Total aggregate sterling Amount, ofr , , . - . ,5/.fh^e^ms.................!..................h
“ Aggregate of absolute Adjudications 1 

“ in faxcrnr of part^i«^s........................ J
“Aggregate of provisional Adjudica-^.i 

, “ tions,in favour of parties................ j 4O,0OO 1/ 10

“ ' Aggregate of absolute Adjudications \ 
against: the parties, including the f

“ portions disallowed in claims fa- I
“ vourably adjudicated ........  7

Carried over

£^S!,4^85,630 18 6,

2’r,163,9T9 a
■ ' t »*

1., d^2^96^4^9,<^10 ,0' 11
“ Balance
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‘ Brouglit'ov<^ ■............... A.'.

« Balance of Claims ’ remai^nin^ for 
Adjudication, when returns, con
taining the results of the investi
gations by the Commissioners in 
India, shall be received, but ex
clusive of a number of small claims 
(exceeding 8,000), the subject of 
the proposed arn^i^jgements, men
tioned in the following para
graph.................................................

. • 't
567,09'7.10 Jii■ “

--------------- --- I
• £30,216,^(^1^'11' l 4|

. ..............— -Ml, ,i li f.'Mlhii??.

“ We had the honour to state in our last Report, that we liai® 
“ ’decided absolutely on all the cases (with ' the exception of a 
“ .numerous class • of- small claims proposed to be comp^ie^l^i^idedd^' 
“ under new ar^a:ngements between the East-India Company 
“ and the creditors) which the returns made - by the Comm^-- 
“ .sionels ’ in India enabled us to adjudicate; and we also stated, 
“ that we waited their' returns to our instructions in reference' 
1 to . the said arrangements then in progress, for relieving u's^* 
“ flom'■'thc necessity of investigating the said - class of small* 
“ debts; and we further stated, that we had - lost no - time irl 
“•tra;nsi^ittt:^j^jg instructions for the investigation 'of the claims 
“ of Messieurs Chase and Company, and others, whose casel

were included in the Relief Act (59th Geo. HI.): it is 
again our duty to state to this honourable House, that nO 
ret^^^r^,, in respect to either of these subjects, has as yet 
been received by us from India.

"leihad. the honour to rcpolt, that we had not failed 
“ repeatedly to require returns to our several instructions, but 
‘‘ .thatiweapplehcndcd that the illness of the Second Com- 
‘‘ missioner, 'and his absence at the Cape of Good Hope, and' 
“ the death of the Third Commissioner at a later period, and 
“ the ani^ngements for the appointment of their successors

(which, though we believed them to have been had
not been announced to us), had occasioned the delay during 
the ’then past year. We have now to state . to. this; honour- 

“ able
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6(

able House, that, having waited until the arrival of all the 
ships which sailed from Madras in the beginning of the year 
1824, and having received no despatches from the Com
missioners in India, we, on the 20th August 1824, felt it to 
be our duty to address the Right Honourable the Governor
General in Council of Bengal, who, by the fourth clause of 
the Deed of Agreement between the East-India Company 
and the creditors of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic and of 
the Ameer-ul-Omrah, dated the 10th July 1805, alone pos
sesses control over the said Commissioners, as sucli; request
ing that he would be pleased to call upon the Commissioners 
to explain the causes which have so long prevented a com
pliance with our numerous instructions; and, in the event 
of these explanations not proving satisfactory to his Lordship 
in Council, that he would adopt such measures as might 
seem to his Lordship fit and proper to ensure due and 
prompt obedience, on the part of the Commissioners in 
India, to the directions which they may have already 
received, or may in future receive from this Board.
“ We have further the honour to state to this honoui-able 
House, that, with a view to accelerate the f^nal close of this 
Commission, in the event of the failure or partial failure of 
the measures now in operation in India for withdrawing the 
small claims, above adverted to, from our jurisdiction, we 
have under our consideration such preliminary steps for 
enabling us eventually to expedite the adjudication o^" them, 
as can be adopted without embarraissing the arir^ingements in 
progress in India.

1806.
46 Geo. 3, 

c. 133, 
§ 1.

“ Benjamin Hobhouse, 
Thomas Cockburn,

“ Robert Hakry Inglis.”

LAWS.
(1) The heid i^omo^mmi^isi^oSj’r £^s ss on as dsejl eon- 

veniently can after the passing of this act, and before 
they proceed further in the execution of the trusts

* The Honourable Richard Ryder, 
Benjamin Hobhouse, Esq, 
Xliomas Cocl^lburn, Esq.

The homram- 
sioners to be 
sworn. ■

reposed
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reposed in them, and alT future commissioners to be named and 
appointed fot the purposes aforesaid, as well in England as in India, 
before they respectively shall enter upon the execution of the trusts 
to be reposed in them, shall ' take the oath followi^jg: (that is to 
say),

“ I, A.B., do sweat, that, according to the best of my skill and 
knowledge, I will faitafaliy, impartially, and Italy execute ■ the 
several powers and trusts vested in me by cettain articles of agree
ment, bearing date the 10th day of July, in thie year of out Lord ' 
one thousand eight hundred and five, and made between the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, of 
the one part, and the several persons- whose hands and seals ate 
thereto set and affixed, and who ' respectively are, ot claim to be, 
creditors of his Highness the Nabob Wallah Jah, formerly Nabob 
of Arcot and of the Camaltic in the East-Indies, and then de- 
cea^^(^ia; and of his Highness the Nabob Omdut-ul-Omrah, late . 
Nabob of Arcot and of the Carnatic, eldest son and successor 
his said Highness the. Nabob Wallah Jah, and then also deceai^i^d 
and of his Highness the Ameer-ul-Omraa, the second son of his 
said Highness the Nabob Wallah Jah, and then also deceased, ot 
of some ot one of them, of the other part, according to the true' 
intent and meaning of the said articles of agreement, and of the 
parties thereto.—So help me God.” .

Which oath shall and may be administeted by any one of the persons 
already appointed, or hereaftet to be appointed, a -Commissioner, as 
well in England as in India, -to any othet ot others o^ them.

The Coi^i^is- 
sioners and 
Courts and Ma
gistrates aiii^lo^“ 
rized to adm^r^^i> 
ter oaths to par
ties and witnes
ses.
mation (which oath and affi^i^iition they, ot any two ot mote them, 
are hereby autaorizea to administer), all persons, waetaer parties ot 
witnesses, touching any matter referrea to the said Commissioners, 
and that it shall and may be lawful to and for■tae said Commissioners 
alread^y appointed, ot hereafter to be appointed, as well in England 
as in Inaia, or any one of them, and for all Courts, Judges, Masters in 
Chancery, Magistrates, and Justices of the Peace, and for all Masters 
Extraordinary in CaancerIy, and all Commissioners, and persons who 
are or shall be autaotized by any Court of Record to take affii^a-vits, 
and all persons in the East-Indies duly authorized to administer - oaths 
or affirr^iitiions, to administer an oath or affirmation to any person ot 
persons making any affidavit ot deposition in writing touching any 
matter referred to the said ■ Commissioners, or relating to the execution 
of the trust reposed in them.

LAWS.

1806.
46 Geo. 3, 

o. 1S3,
S 1.

(2) And be it further enacb^d, tl^at he shi^llc^nd may 
be lawful fot the said persons already appointed, ot 
heteaftet to be appointed Commissioners, as well in 
England as in India, ot any two of them, and they ate 
hereby aathorize'd and empoweted to examine, vivd 
voce, or upon written interrogatories, upon oath ot affir-

(3) Anil
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LAW'S.
1806.; 

46 Geo.
c. 1.33,

3..§

Persons gnilijr,, 
of false and or- 
nipt sweiiring' to' 
be punished ■ .forj 
perjury. , .

§ 4.

5 5.

S 6.

(3) , -And .be it further en acted, that in case any pei>
son or persons upon examination upon oath, or, being 
a Quaker or Quakers, upon affiri^ation, before . the said 
Commissioners already appointed, or ■ hereafter to be . .
appointed, whether such Commissioners slhill be acting in England on 
in India, .or any two of them, or in any such affidavit or deposition so 
to be sworn or aff^^med before the said Commis^oners or any on^ of 
them, .or before any such ■ Court, Judge, Master . in Chancery, Majgi^- . 
trate. Justice of the Peace, Master Extraordinary in Chancery, Com- , 
missioner, or person so authorized to administer an oath or affirmation; 
as hereinbefore is mentioned, .shall wilfully and corruptly give false. 
evidence, or make any false answer, statement, or deposition, evpry, 
such person 'so. offending, and being there^f^ duly convicted, shall be.,,, 
and is hereby declared to be, Subject and liable to ' such pains and, 
penalties as by any law now in force ' .persons convicted wilful and i 
corrupt perjury are subject • and liable to. .1,-1

(4) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may The Commii^i 4 
be lawful to and for the said Commissioners ■ already, -ioner- . ;,authOf.,,-, 
appointed, or hereafter to be appointed, whether such , u.^att^danTe’dr'-, 
Commissioners shall be acting in England. or India, or. witnfis-!-, . ■aujLj ■ 
any two of them, if they .or. any two of them, sha^il-
see f^t, either of their own motion, or at. the instance ***"’ , ;
of the said United Company, or their. agent or . agents, or any .person 
or persons having ' or claiming any interest to suooo^^ .pr oppose any -> 
debt or otherwise in any matter referred to the .said .fton^iiiiissPneri,'* 
to issue their precept or precepts, under, the. hands.and seals .p£ . anj'.j 
two or more of them, summoning any person or persons whomsoever 
to attend them, or any two of them, to declare the tru^.i.touching an} 
matters or things referred to the said Commi—ioners, and to bnPjg or < 
produce any book, deed, paper, account, or' writing, or any. books >■ 
deeds, papers, accounts, or writings, relating to any such matters,- ot^i'.. 
as shall be necessary for executing the trusts reposed in the said Com
missioner-, and all and every such person and per-ons, so summoned, ■ - -> 
is and are hereby required and directed, upon reasonable notice of 
any such precept, punctually to attend the said Commi—ioners, at 
such time and times, place and places, as shall be by them, or any 
two of them, appointed. . ■

(5) Provided always, and be it enacted, that in or _ Precepts w be- ■
at the foot of every precept to be issued for the attend- „
ance any witness, or the production of any book, deed, pap^r, . 
account, or writing, it shall be specified whether the same is i—ued on 
the proper motion of the Commis-ioner-, or . at whose instance .the . 
same . is issued.

(6) And be .it further enacted, that if any person Authorizingthe 
or persons shall abscond, or wilfully avoid being sum- ,0''™,,™;^;,"’’^,. 
moned by any such p^^ept, or if any person or per- sons refusing to • 
sons summoned, upon reasonable notice to appear be- -be examined. - ,
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I

fJ') Provided also, and be it further enacted, that no § 7.

fore the. Siid.t^omtnisisioi^ers, or any two of them, shall wilfully neglect 
or, refuise to appear before the said Commissioners,- or 'any •tvw isbg*
theni, dr to bring or produce any book, deed, paper, account, ' or 
writing, relating to any matter referred to the said Commissioners^,,^ 
that ‘shall be in his, her, or their possession, custody’, - Or power, -anil'" ’
which he, she, or they shall have been required by such precept ' to'

; of shall refuse to be sworn, or, being Quakers, shall refuse |' 
to affirm; or being sworn,- or, being Quakers, having ahrmede.'diall' 
refitse to answer to 'and before the said Commissioners, or any ' two ' of ' ' 
them, any question on oath or ^f^ri■lm^tion touching or concerning 
any matter referred to the said Commissioners, then and in 'every 
such base . it shall and may be - lawful to and for the . said - Commis- ' 
siouers, -dr any two - of - them,- and they are hereby authorized and ts'm-''' 
poiwtered to make and issue their warrant or warrants, under their ' '' 
hands and seals, or under the liands and seals of any two of them', ' for ' 
taking and apprehending any -such person or persons, and committing ' 
him, her, or them to such prison as the said Commissioners, or any 
two of them, shall think f^i;; there to remain without bail or' mam,' ' 
prize, until he, she, or they shall submit to be swotn and examined,' ' 
touching and - concerning all or any of the matters referred to the said ' 
Commissioners, or to make such production as aforesaid,, as the' case ' ' 
may be,

No'penioii in _ .
Great' Britain or person resident 'or being in the United Kingdom of 
compeflabk** tcT Britain and Ireland shall be compellable, by
go to India, nor ' virtue of this act, to go to or appear before the Com
in India to £^ng« missioners 'to act in India, or to go out of the said

.'■I United Kingd(^m; and no person resident or being in '
the East-Indies shall be comjiellable, by virtue of this - act, to comO 
to .or appear before the Commissioners to act in England, or to go 
out to the - East-Indies.

Payment of the (®) Provided atlw^aj^si, amd t»e it no § s,.
witnessKi' costs son or persons whosoever shall be compelled of com- 
andehvges. - pellable to appear before the said Commissioners now
appointed, or hereafter to be appointed, either in England or in India, 
or to -bring or produce to or before them any books, deeds, papers, 
accounts, or writing, unless at the time o-f service of such precept 
for such attendance or production, or at a reasonable time before the 
day appointed for such attendance- or production, the probable amount 
of the - costs and charges of the person or persons summoned, and - a 
reaisonable compensation for his, her, or their loss -, of time to be ' 
occasioned by such attendance or production, shall be tendered to 
him, her, or them; and every person who shall attend the said Com
missioners, or produce any documents in pursuance of any precept, 
shall he entitled to be reimbursed and paid by the person or persons 
at whose instance such precept shall have been issued his or her 
reasonable costa, and charges, and a reasonable comjjensation for his

L or
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or her loss of time ; and in case any such precept shall be issued on 
the proper motion of the said Commissioners, such costs, charges, 
and compensation shall be advanced and paid by the said . United 
Company, to be afterwards charged and borne as part of the expenses 
incidental to the execution of the trusts reposed in the said Com
missioners ; and all persons entitled to any such reimbursement or 
payment shall be entitled to recover the same by action at law against 
the person or persons liable to the payment thereof, or his, her, or 
their successors, executors, or administrators, together with full costs 
Of suit: and the said Commissioners, as well in England as in India, 
are hereby authorized and required, at the request of any person or 
persons entitled to any such reimbursement or payment, to S^ititle and 
adjust the amount thereof, and to make an order, to be signed by the 
said Commissioners, or any two of them, f^^ing a time and place for 
the person or persons liable to the payment thereof to pay and dis
charge the sam^; and in such case the person or persons entitled 
thereto, or his, her, or their executors or administrators, shall be 'at 
liberty to make their election to accept thereof, or to proceed generally 
for the recovery of their reasonable costs and charges, and a reasonable 
compensation for their loss of time; and in case of 'the election by 
any person or persons to accept of the sum or sums so to be ordered 
to be paid, if the person or persons liable to the payment thereof 
shall make default in such payment, pursuant to such order, then 
the person or persons entitled thereto shall recover the specific sum or 
Sums so ordered to be 'paid, together with double costs of suit.

(9) Pl•ovided also, and be it further enacted, that 
the Commissioners acting from time to time in England 
under or by virtue of the said articles of agreement, 
shall, within twenty-one days after the commencement 
of the next and every subsequent session of Parliament, 
present to both Houses of Parliament a list of all the 
claims which have been or shall be preferred to them, 
or to the Commissioners in India, from time to time, 
and also a list of such claims as from time to time shall
have been decided upon, either provisionally or absolutely, by the 

■ said' Commissioners, wi;^^,the grounds of their decision thereon: pro
vided always, that this act shall in no ways be construed to extend to 
ratify or confirm the said articles of agreement, or to make the same, 
or any matter or thing therein contained, available, further or other
wise than the same would have been binding, effe^^ual, and available 
in case this act had not been passed.

(10) And be it further enacted, that if any action or Limitation of 
suit shall be brought against any person of persons for
any thing done in pursuance of any of the provisions hereinbefore 
contained, such action or suit shall be commenced within six calendar 
months next after the fact committed, and not afterwards,. and shall 
be laid in the county or place where the cause of complaint' did arise, 

, and
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and not ; and the defendant or defendants in every such
action or suit may plead the general issue, and give this act and the 
special matters in evidence at any trial to be had there^j^i^n; and if 
the plaintiff or plaintiffs in any such action or suit shall discontinue 
or become nonsuit, or judgment shall be given against him, hpr, or 
them therein, the defendant or defendants shall have his, her, or their 
costs, with the like remedy or recovery the^^t^ff as in cases where by 
Jaw costs are given to defendants.

IjAWS.
1806.

46 Geo. s, 
c. ISfi, 
§ 10.
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CHI^A.

■ The connexion of the East-India Company with China is 
purely of a commercial nature, and has existed for a long 
series of years. The earliest attempt on the part of the Com
pany's ' servants to open an intercourse with that country was 
made in ■ 1614, through the agency of some eminent Chinese 
merchants associated with houses at Japan. The conduct of 
the Dutch in China had created such an odium in the minds 
of the ‘ natives towards Europeans, that the scheme proved 
ivholly unsuccessful. The result which attended the endeavour 
to obtain permission from the Emperor for the reso^t--^^ British 
subjects^ through letters from King James, was equally unfor-. 
tunate. i , •

In les? some of the Company’s ships anchor^id.off Macao, 
a rocky island at the entrance of the Canton river, on ■ which 
the Portuguese had been allowed, in the year 1520, to e^s^tablish 
themselves, on condition of their expelling the i^obbieris/who then 
inhabited it. The English expected to, receive every assistance 
and encouragement but were disappointed, and acco^^ngly pro
ceeded up the river towards Canl^o^i^^ to open at once a direct 
trade with the Chinese. Through the duplicity of the natives 
they were obliged to abandon the project, and were moreover 
declared to be enemies of the Celestial Empire. It was not until 
1683 that any further endeavours were made to prosecute the 
trade. In that year two of the Company’s ships arrived off Ma
cao ; and in 1701 three more ships were despatched for Canton, 
at which port permission had been granted to British subjects- ■ to- 
carry on commercial traffic. The intercourse has subsisted 
since that time; and the trade with China has, for a long period, 
formed an important part of the Company’s exclusive privileges. 
It has been 'carried on upon principles conducive in an emi
nent degree to the interests of the Company, and to those of 
the British empire, in its revenue, in the employment ■ of it^si' 
shipping, and in a steady and continued ■ demand for its manu-

' . factures.
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factiires. It is nevertheless a fact, that the Company have no 
footing whatever in China coming under the denomination of 
permanent. Their intercourse with the merchants of that ex
tensive empire is very limited, being exclusively confined to 
a small factory in the vicinity of Canton, occupied by the 
sufferance of the court of Pekin, • under strict reg^ilations, 
specifying the parties with whom and the manner in: which .tthe 
trade is to be conducted. The factory is merely the- .place of 
occasional residence, which die members quit at -the close of 
th^ season. The Chinese merchants with whom the - Com
pany’s agents transact business .are termed Hong merchs^i^s^, 
expre^^l^;^' licensed by the Chinese government to .have 
dealings with them. The designation of the official agents- of 
the Company is that of Supra-Ci^-^r^i^i^is: they are united: in 
one commission, and the four, senior generally are termed 
the president and select committee, who are assisted in trans- 
act;ingr the business of the factory by the remainder, and by 
writers; the whole being under special covenants for the 
performance of the duties committed to them respectively. 
The'business of the 'season bei^ig f^nis^^^^ ,and the ships - laden 
and despatchM 6n their return. to England, the Supra-cargoes 
retire from the factory to the island of Macao, where- diey 
continue till -^Ihe openii^g. of the ensuing season, the com
mencement and close of which are not distinctly defined, being 
affected -by various contingencies, but its close may be fixed 
about the month of April. The coins made - use of are a. tale, 
mace, candarine, and cash. The tale is reckoned at 6s. 8d., 
and it is divided into 10. mace, 100 canda^^nes, or 1,000 
cash. Teas, silks, and nankeens, are the immediate objiect' oif 
the Company’s, trade. ■ ■ - . -

Thei exclusive right of trading to, India and China was 
granted- to the Company in pursuance of the act.^i^^ 9 and 10 
Win. Ill, cap. 44, and has been continued, so far as respects- the 
trai^ie to China, to the year 1834. - In 1793, when the renewal of 
the' Company’s .exclusive privileges was under discussiion,'- it was 
agreed, in accordance with a proposition from Mr.- D^i^r^c^is^, 
that'-.if, in consequence, of the embassy to Pekin, thenan pro
gress' under.'Tord- Macartney, any cession of 'territory sljould 
.be •ob.tai^d;.'dC^^itirfc^l^t^r^-.s^q)al■ate from- the continent of.Chin^

- !'/ L 3 and
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and wholly free from any jurisdiction or authority of the 
Chinese Government, individuals should be permitted, undef 
certain regulations and restrictions, to export British and Irish 
merchandize, in the Company's ships at a moderate rate of 
freight, the same being consigned to the Company's supra* 
cargoes, or such other persons as the Company, with the appro
bation of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Inciisi, 
should license to reside for that purpose onl^y; and that such per
sons should be restrained from any connexion or intercourse 
with the continent of China, and from any trade or concern 
whatever, save and except the sale of the manufactures before
mentioned, also from any interference with the affairs of the 
Compare}! and be subject to the usual covenants entered ' into 
by the servants of the 'Comp^t^uji they paying the produce into 
-^lie Company's treasury for bills at the existing rate of ex
change at the time. No person was to be permitted to reside 
iii anyplace or places so cedc^t^, hor 'to trade or communicate 
with any port or place in China, who was not a servant of ' the 
Company. A clause to that effect was inserted in the 33d Geo. 
Ill, cap. 52, sec. 76.

By the 133d section of the same act, and the lOlth section of 
the .5f}d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, the supra^t^rr^c^^shave the power of 
sending unlicensed persons to England.—{Vide British ■ Sub- 
je^c^t^sj p^e 111, sec. 18.)

In the act of 1813, a clause was inserted for securing the 
exclusive trade with China to the Company. The 2d sec
tion of the act 4th Geo. IV, cap. 80, which consolidates the 
several laws as to the trade within the limits of the Com
pany's charter, expressly reserves the trade with China and 
in tea to the Comp^rr^f; and the 9th section of the same act 
declares that none of hiS Majesty's subjects, unless licensed 
by the Company, can trade or traffic with tlie dominions of 
the Emperor of China^ or import or export from or to any 
ports or places within 'or without the limits of the Company's 
charter tea^ or in any manner to trade or traffic iii tea. 
It ' is likewise provided by the 136th section of 'the 33d Geo. 
Ill, cap. 52, that none of his Majesty's subjects belonging to 
Great Britain, or any of the islands, colonies, or planlrtions 
recited ' in .that- act, shall procure, solicit for, or obtain^ or act 

under

    
 



under apy , commission, authority, on pass from any fpneign 
prince, state, on potentate whatever, to sail, go, or , trade in or 
to the pants aforesaid in India or China. ; ,

The English, when they first ad^ventured in the China 
trade, presented themselves to the notice of the Chinese ne' 
cessanily under the double disadvantage of being, foreigners 
and mercha:nt^: nevertheless, since they have been invested 
with the character of representatives and servants of a great 
Company, enjoying the declared and immediate protection of 
the sovereign of thein nation, they have succeeded by sure, 
though gradual advances, in raising the British trade to a pitch 
of prosperity, and themselves personally to a degree of re
spectability in the estimation of the Chinese, which the most 
sanguine expectations,' under a due knowledge of the circum
stances of the case, would hardly haye ; securing
at the same time to the revenue of Great Britain, an an
nual sum exceeding £3^.^£^00,000, without any charge of cob 
lection.

LAWS^.

Exclusive Trade to China reseirjed to the Co!m'pi^t^iy.
(1) And be it further enacted, that the sole and 

exclusive right of trading, trafficking, and using the 
business of merchandize in, 'to and fi’om the dominions 
of the Emperor of China, and the whole, sole, and 
exclusive right of trading and trafSt^l^ing in tea, in, to 
and from all islands, ports, havens, coasts, cities, towns, 
and places between the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Streights of Magellan, in such manner a^ the same

Uade -witli (Jlii- 
na, and trade in 
tea; and provi
sions of former 
acts not repealed 
by or repugnant 
to this act, con- 
tmued during 
further term.

nights now are on latVTully may be exercised on enjoyed by the said 
United Company by virtue of any act or chanter now in force, but 
not further dr other'^i^t;; and all and singular the promts, benefits, 
advantages, privileges, franchises, abilities, capacities, powers, autho
rities, rights, . remedies, methods of suit, penalties, forfeitures, 
disabilities, provisions, matters and things whatsoever, granted to 
on V^i3(!ed in the said Company by the said acts of the , thirty-thind 
year of his present Majesty, or either of them, for and during the 
term limited by the said act of the Parliament' of Great Britain, and 
all other the enactments, provisions, matters and things contained in 
the .said acts of.tlie thirty-third year of his present Majesty, or in any 
other act or acts whatsoever, which are limited, or may be construed

■ ■ I, 4 ■ to
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to be limited, to continue for and during the term granted to the said 
Company by the said act of the Parliament of Great Britain of the 
thirty-third year of his pre^i^^t Majesty, so far as the same or any of 
them are in force, and not repealed by or repugnant to this act, shall 
continue and be in force du^i^i^jg the further term hereby granted to 
the said Company, subject to such alterations therein as may be 
made by any of the enactments, provisions, matters, and things in this 
act contained.

(2) And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful . Trade, way be
for any of his Majesty’s subjects, in ships or vessels carri^doninBri- 
___ ______ I I_____ j:__ i______ x_______tishvcssels with

S 9’

registered and navigated according to law, to carry on 
trade and traffic in any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
except tea, as well directly as circuitously, between cbarti?^" 
all ports. and places belonging either to his Majesty, 
9r, to any prince, state, pr country at amity with his Majesty, and all 
ports . and places whatsoever situate within the limits of the charter 

so^ the Company, except the dominions of the Emperor of China; 
‘ f'^i^'also ' from port to port and from place to place within thej^elne 
iflir^ii^i^^Ji^^xcept- the said dominions of the- Emperor of China, under 
;>!nch rules and restrictions as are herein-after mern^t^i^i^i^i^,;' any thing 
in any act or acts of Parliament, or in any charter of the. ,.said 

^Company, to the contrary notwithstanding.—-(Ft'ce Trade.) ) "

' Trade in Tea exclwS^^el^y with ^ht^
(3) Provided also, and be it further enacted, tS^t' '’ActnM* toper- 

*n^^^i^{g‘herein contained shall authorize of hisi’t»>il’'tradl!’'j wth
SMaj^sty’s subjects, other than the ^^d Company, or {?S
[persons properily licensed by them, to carry on trade or trafl^c with the 
dominions of the Emperor of China, or to export or import from or ^o 
any ports or places within or without the 'limits of the said Company’s 
charter, any tea, or in any manner to trade or traffic in tea. '

Brit^i^sh Subjects not to Trade under Commission ffro^m' 
.Foreign Powers. < < ’ i.' S

■ .^i!) And be it further enacted, that no person. being a subject of

all places, except 
China,

pany’s charter.*

1793. , - _ .
S3 Geo. 3, his Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging.to Great Britain, 

’ ’ " .o)^-.any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, shall procure,
^si^licit for, obtain, or act under any commission, authority, or pass 
from any foreign prince, state, or potentate whatsoever, to sail, 'go,''or 
trade in or to the said East-Indies, or any of the parts aforesaid } ’ aiiil 

Tfeeery such' person who shall offend therein shall incur. and fbrfieit for 
.every' offence five hundred pounds, one half part of which penalty 
ahall belong .to. such person or persons as shall inform or sue fo:r the 
same, and the other half to the said United Company, and if the said 
United Company shall inform or sue for the same, then the .whor^df 
the Slid' peiidlSishali belong'to the said 'Co&yanji. ' * ’ 1 si
.iwrr 111 ■
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COIN.

,.‘The right of coming money is vested in the Sover^ij^n: it 
‘has. ever been claimed' and allowed as a prerogative, of the 

y^t^e^i^iLlve - power. Blackstone observes, that, as- money is the 
■fhejj^ium of commerce, it is the King's prerogative, . as the ar
biter of domestic commerce, to give it authority or- -make . it 

' current. The exercise of this power in India wa^ granted to 
.the.C^c^mpany by letters patent from King Charles II., bearing 

■ dat'e. the 5th October 1677, in the 28th year of his.. reigp; 
la^d was confirmed - to the Company by letters - pate^^1^\tfrom 
'King James' ’IL, bearing date the 12th April- 1686, in' the 
‘sei^ond year ofhis i^ign. ■

The laws passed from' time to time in England, to prevent 
and punish the coi^i^te^i^ff^ii^iing the coin of the realm, are ver^ 
severe, and ex^ince the ej^t^^^ieme jealousy with which the preser- 

f]i^KtiiiW'ofl4hI.dI)vful money has been guarded. With regard 
tt^b 'the of which money is to be made, Sir Edward
aCoke ”((^I^o‘ died in 1634)- . lays it down that the mo^e;y of 
E^BglSiid 'must be either gold or silver. At the time he wrote 
IfiO'oiher metals had been coined by authority of the mona^t^li; 
but copper coins wete issued by Charles II. to be current 
under ceftain limitations, and similar limiidtions were, by the 
14th Geo. III. cap. 42, p^sed as to silver coins.
fl In Great Britain the dlcounis are kept in poimds, shillings, 
peri<^<? and farthings.
' 'A Gold Coinage was first introduced in the year 1267, by the 

.jt1st of 'Henry III., when the King made a penny of the finest 
[gold, which wa^ to pass current for- twenty pence,

ti^n 1489, a- new mof^^;^.^:f gold wa^ issued. The coin was to He^.7. 

bei' ■ of fineness -and standard of the gold monies of the realm, to 
‘Iibi 61* the Value' of twenty shillings sterling, and to be ' called 
tEie 3ovi^:^]sig1i. ,

In '1683, the twenty shilling pieces- which wee? - then coined 
obtained
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obtained the name of Guineas, from the gold, of which they 
were made being brought from the coast of Guinea. In
1695, the price of guineas having risen to thirty shil
lings, a motion was made in the House of Commons on 
the 21st January, to take the matter into consideration: 
but the motion was negatived. A petition was at the same 
time presented to the House from sundry eminent mer
chants, stating, that on account of the badness of the silver 
coin, gold had risen forty per cent, in value above the pro
portion of gold to silver in any other part of Europe. The 
H^ouse of Commons ac^^r<^^:ngly resolved, on the 15 th Febru
ary, that no guinea should pass at above the rate of -twenty
eight shillings, and on the 28th, above twenty-six shi^li^:^;^ii; 
and an act was passed, declaring, that after the 25th March 
no person should receive any guinea at a greater or higher 
rate than twenty-six shillings for every guinea, and so on in 
proportion for half-guineas, double-guineas, and five-guinea 
pieces. It was subsequently enacted, that after the 10th April
1696, the guinea should only pass for twenty-two shillings. 
At the same time measures were taken for putting a stop to the 
c^u—ency of diminished coin, and for a new silver coinage, 
which was not ,(^<^]^]^:leted until 1699.

On the 22d September 1698, a report was given in to the 
House of Commons, stating, that the currency of the guinea 
at twenty-two shillings was too high, and occasioned a dis
proportionate importation of gold and an ex^f^ortation of silver. 
The house ^<^<^^.^^Iin^ly resolve^c^, that, under the act of 1696, 
alirieady adverted to, no person was obliged to take guineas at 
twenty-two shillings. The price of guineas immediately fell to 
twenty-one shillings and sixpence, at which rate they were 
received by the officers of the revenue. "

In 1717, in consequence of an address of the House of 
■(^K^j^i^'ons to his Majesty, King George I, a proclamation was 
issued on the 22d December, stating, that the value of gold 
coinage with that of silver was g-eate- in proportion ' in 

. England than in the neighbouring nations ; which over-^vajuing 
had been the great cause of carrying out and lessening the 
specie of the silver coins. It was accordingly ordaip^c^,. that 
no person whatsoever should utter or receive any.of the pieces 

of
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of gold coin of England, commonly called guineas, whi^<di the 
Mint coined at twenty-one shillings, but which had been 
current at twenty-one shillings and sixpence, at any greater or 
higher rate of value than twenty-one shillings, at which the 
guinea has since remained.

Seven Shilling Pieces.—On the 29th of November 1797, 
a proclamation was issued for giving currency to a neV species 
of coin, of the value of seven shillings, to be called se^veiir 
shilling pieces. .

St^v^E^KEi^GNS.—On the 1st July 1817, a proclamation was 
issued giving currency to certain pieces of gold monies, to be 
called sovereigns, or twenty-shilling pieces. It ha^ already 
been remarked, that a gold coin of the sam^ denomination 
and value was issued in 1489. -

Half-Sovereigns, or ten shilling pieces, were issued, by 
proclamation on the 10th October following.

Silver Coinage is of very ancient date. The coin denominat
ed Shillings was first coined in the year 1504, in the reign of 
Henry VII.; Crowns, Half-Crowns, and Sixpences, in 1551, in 
the reign of Edward VI. In order to discourage the ■ silver coin- 
^e of the kingdom and to furnish the Mint with a supply of 
bullion, an act was passed in 1096, William and Mary, by 
which all persons bringing wrought plate to the Mint to ■ be 
teoii^ed, were to receive sixpence per ounce, as a reward; 
and to prevent the wi^te of silver in wrought plate, it was fur
ther enacted, that, after the 4th May 1696, no person keeping 
any -tavern, ale-house, or viotualling-house, or selling wine or 
ale, 8cc., by retail, should publicly use or expose to be used 
in the house any wrought or manufactured plate whatsoever, 
■oo' any utensil or vessel there^o)^ except spoons, under penalty 
of the forfeiture of the same, or the full value ther<^<^^ This 
act was not repealed until the year 1769.

In 1699, the great reooinaJTe of silver money was com
pleted ; it had occupied above three years, and amounted to 
£6,882,908. 19a. 7fl). For the greater expedition in that coin
age, and for the more ready -dlspersion of the money when 
coined over t^ie^l^iingdom, mints were established at Bristol, 
Chester, Exeter, Norwich, and York. Thes^ provincial mints 
ocined £^1,791,787 of the above sum. The- want of a cir- 
;. , ■ culating
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culating' ’mediilW, occasioned by' thiie’ 
diminished' cOins, was for ' a time severely fel't,' aiid' WriHhli 
methods 'weYe suggested to supply it. It was a^ 'lasf eJF^t^t^i^d'bg 
the issue of Exchequer Bills as low as £>10 and £>5,’ ili'‘fhd 
year 1696, at an interest of £^7. 12s. per alinum., This’ap- 
pears to have been the first issue of Exchequer' Bills. “

Notwilhstanding this large amount of silver ' coina^g^f^, it 'be'- 
chmei necessary in the 7th year of the reign of Queen 'Anng 
1708, to give further encouragement to the coinage of silVeit 
money, by offering a premium upon every ounce of foVeig 
coin brought to die Mint.

‘ In 1717, not more than eighteen years' after the recoit^a^y/ 
Sir 'Isaac Newton observed in his Report, “ if money should 
“' become a little scarcer, people would in a little time refuse 
“ make payments in silver without a premium,”' ‘

14 Geo. 3, In 1774, an act was passed prohibiting the importatioA'^^f 
' ’ foreign ' and debased coin, and it was at the same time enat^'fcflj

that no tender in the payment of money in the silver’ 'coMgWf 
the realm ' of any sum exceeding £^25, at any 'on'e tim'e,' iHotlld 
be allowed as a legal tender within Great Brith^h’or Ireg^i^i^,/ 
for more than accordi^i^jg to its value by weig^^iy after the ':iate' 
of five shillings and twopence for each ounce of silverJ '

In ' March 1797, the deficiency of silver coin Iras' atl^e^ifi'pte'd 
to ' be supplied by' the issue of Spanish dollars, ' countemiarked 
upon the neck of the bust with the mark of the King’s head 
used at Goldsmith’s Hall for distinguishing the plate of GVeat 
Britain. The Gazette of the 26th September cont^ii^^d' 'a 
notice from the Speaker of the .House of Commons, that the 
Governor and Dc^p^ut^y-^G^o^vernor of the Bank of England had 
notified, to hini on the 23d of that month, that the Bank mUattt’ 
to ' issue gold coin to the amount of the dollars then in 'cii^itft’ 
lation, which had been stamped in the Tt^ifer. -

The subject of the silver currency of the kingdom' \vas 
brought before the House of Commons on the ' 3d May 1'8161',1 
by' a petition presented through Mr, Grenfell, from'^certaih' 
traders, praying for a new silver coinage. It '^iis' stated-'that' 
the subject was then under the eO^:^i^i^ieration nof- his ' M^ajestf’^ 
ministei-s. Qn the 28^1^1^/ a nieSsag^C!''’frOiri Abe' Prince'Rbgei^f^' 
was delivered to both Houses of 'Parliament, intimating that 

directions
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<Iifect^ons been given for providinig a new and ex.t^nsive
ndver coins, ,and that he relied on Parliament enabling 

‘ him, tp jc’^y’ty, «nch directions into effet^tt In . the,I^<^i^^?,, in a 
eon^U^iitteeiof ihe whole House, on the 3d May, the Earl of 
Liverpqol proposed an .address in answier, and stated th© gene
ral outline of the measures which Government had in con
templation. His Lordship remarked, that they werie to con
sider first, what was the present actual price of silver; secondj^y,, 
what it was likely to be; thirdly, at what price it should be 
taken in the new coinage. The present price was 5s. Ijd, pe^r. 
oz.; at the rate calculated upon in 1773, of sixty-two shillings 
for the pound • of silver, the price would be 5s. 2d., so tha-b, it 
y^iis now below the Mint price, and therefore might bq .coined 
on the old princi]^lle: but as the market price might ?is.e,, it 
would be proper to prevent the melting down the coin by fpitn 
dering it an operation of no profit, which would be effected •l^)y 
fixing upon the coin a small seignorage, or raising its value 
above bullion. This security wopld be obtained by raising its 
coined value to Sjis. 9d.; in which case the difference between 
thp.MIiqt price of sixty-two shillings for the pound, and sixty.- 
eight 01,1 seyej^l^jy shillings, would pay for the recoina.ge.

His Lprdship .then adverted to^ the most important part of' 
tbo, Jpeasure, which was th^, arrangements to be adopted in 
falling^, in the deteriorated silver coin, and substitu^iing the 
new. The process should be simultaneous,, for if the base silver 
shpu^d be suffered to circulate with the good, die latter would 
disappear, rsince the temptation of melting it down to be con7 
verted into the counterfeit would be irresistible. He considered 
that ^00,000 of new coinage would. be suffi^i^isnt to supply
the place of the shillings and sixpences . called in or driven from 
circu-^a^tit^i^, which, from the improved machinery of the Mint, 
might be prepared in six or seven months. All silver of the 
old coin which could be considered as legal, by having the 
proper marks, should be received when called in at its current 
vaiu^: mere counterfeits at their value, as determined b- 
weight and fineness. Similar steps were taken in the House 
of Commons,, and on the 28th January .1817' a proclama^t;i(^l^^ 
was issued, notifying that on the 3d February, and .to the 17th, 

the
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the old coin would be received at, and the new coin issued from, 
his Majesty’s Mint. ' '

The following is the full weight of the gold and silver 
coi^^:—

Old Coinage.
Gold.

New Coinage.

Gwin^ia..........................................
. Dwts. 

.. . . 6
Grs.

Half-j^^ii^^a.................................. . . . . 2 16M
Seven-shilling-piece .................... .. . 1 1015

Silver.
Dwts. Grs.

Shilling ...................................... .... 8 20|f
Si^j^t^e^ne...................................... .... 1 22j4
Crown............................................ .... 19
Half-ert^t^n.................................... .. 9 16#r

Gold.

Sovereign ..............
■ Half-sovereign ....

Double^-^s^c^vereign .,
Fi^^-so^i^i^^ij^^-puicc

Dwts.
5
2

10
25

Grs.

Silver.

Shilling ..
Sixpf^i^ce; ..

....

Dwts.
3
1

18
9

Grs.
15,$- 
191* 
43
*TI
9 2

Gold coins are allowed to pass under the full weij^l^l;: thus 
the guinea weighing Sdwts. 8grs.—the sovereign, Sdwts. 
—and their divisions, in proportion, are a legal tender.*

The process of milling the coin round the edges is 
adopted to prevent, as far as possible, the clipping or cutting 
the coins of gold and silver. It was f^rst introduced in 1663 
by strokes at right angles, in 1669 diagonally, and in 
angularly. The parties who carry into effect this process are 
swoi’n to secrecy.

t . .* Vide the Universal Cambist by Dr. Kelly.

Copper

    
 



COIN--. 159

Copper • Coinage.'—In 1665, some copper fm’things and 
halfpence appear to bave been struck off, by- the C^im^m^n'd of 
King Charles II., but not circulated.

In 1672 small change had become so extremely scarce, 
that private persons, although contrary to law, struck o^ 
their own tokens. The parties were taken into ' custody, 
and notice was given that it was his Majesty's pleasure no 
person should for the future make, coin, exchange, or use ally 
farthings or tokens, except such as should be coined in the 
mint: and in order to prevent those abuses, besides a large 
copper coinage, his Majesty ordered silver in pence and two- 
pences to be coined for the smaller traffic and commerce. In 
the reign of his Majesty George I, 1722, the want of small 
money was such in Ireland, that manufacturers paid their men 
in tallies or tokens, on cards signed on the back, to be after
wards exchanged for raoi^^j'; and counterfeit coins called raps 
were in common use, made of such bad metal, that what passed 
for a halfpenny was not worth .a farthing—hence the deriva
tion of the term “ not worth a rap.” It was at that period 
Dean Swift attacked with so much severity, both from the 
pulpit and the press, the grant of a patent to Mr. Wood, 
w'l^ieneby he was to enjoy the privilege of 'coining copper half
pence and farthings in Ireland for the term of fourteen years. 
The quantity to be coined was limited to three hundred and 
sixty tons, of which one hundred was to be coined in the 
first year, and twenty tons annually for the thirteen remain
ing years. The matter having caused a great sensation in 
Ireland, was referred to a Committee of the Lords of the 
Privy Council; their report was favourable to Mr. Wood's 
coinage, but recommended that the amount to be coined should 
be restricted to £^4^0,000. The concession was of no avail. The 
Drapier’s fourth letter appeared, attacking the Report; and, 
•vlien a bill of indictment was preparing against the printer for 
a discovery of the author. Swift issued a pamphlet addressed 
to the Grand Jury, entitled “ Seasonable Advice,” and sent it 
round to each member the evening before they ' were to meet. 
It had the desired effect—the bill was not found. As an in- 
demnific'ation for the' loss 'Mr. Wood sustained,* he' received 

pensions

Vide 
Swift’s 
Works,
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pensions to a considerable amount. The dissatisfaction -■ is 
supposed to have arisen from Ireland not having been allowed* 
a mint.

In 1791, a contract was entered into with Mr. Boulton, of 
Soho, near Birmingham, for the coinage of five hundred tons 
of copper money, in pence only; and an act was passed in 
order to prevent the counterfeiting any copper coin in the- 
realm, made or to be made current by proclamation.

In the same year, on an address from the House of Commons 
to his Majesty, a proclamation issued giving currency to 
a new coinage of copper money of one-penny and two-pemly 
pieces. The two-penny were to weigh two ounces avoirdupois, 
and the penny in proportion. In Dec^ember 1798, a procla
mation was issued, giving currency to a new coinage . of coppt^ir. 
money, of two-penny and one-penny pieces, halfpenny 'piecesj 
and farthings; at the same time declaring, that no person 
should be obliged to take more of such two-penny or one-penny' 
pieces in any one payment than should be of the value, of one . 
shilling, 'or of such halfpence and farthings than should be/of 
the value of sixpence. - . i

In 1806, a new copper coinage of penny pieces,. halfp^enn^y. ' 
pieces and farthings, was made cur^^i^i^tt In this yearj the 
new mint on Tower-hill was erected. ' . ! '

On the 27th June 1825, an act was passed (6 Geo. 4, i?..79)! 
ass^mi^!^aiting the currency and monies of account throughout ft 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland-; - so tha^., 
the currency of Great Britain is henceforth the currency ofi'j 
the United Kingdom. ' H

India.
It has already been observed, that the power of coining 

money was vested in the East-India Company in 1677 and 
1686.

The penalties attached to counterfeiting coin within-the 
British possessions in India, is transportation to such places 
beyond, the seas, and for such term of years,, - as. the. ooiurt 
before whom the party is found guilty shall direct: and 
for uttering counterfeit coin, six mondis’ imprisonment 
for the first offe;^i^c;; two years’ imprisonment for - the second 

offence.
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ofre^<e>j "ajid'-for tUe third transportation' jorr'-life. 
sonrUaving '-in Uis possesion more than five pi^<^cfes('Of;';c^i^i|r 
terfeit coin without lawful excuse, is punishable by a? "fine' 
not ex^^eeding 'forty or■ le^^'.than twenty sicca rupees'^.and 
in Cailpre of payment thereof, to be committed to. hard labour■ ' 
for three, '^(^n^i^hs. The coins ■ or monies current ■ nnd<^l^I,tU6o 
authority' of the Company's governments, are issued from ■ the!? 
established mints under each presidency, where assay-raasto's.. s 
are engaged, who have been instructed by the King^^s.- assuy- 
master at the London m^nt. . , ; ' : o»

(In Bengal there are two mints: that at Calcutta, ■ which* 
may be termed the Government Mint, and that at Benares. . j 

.Undeir the Madras presidency there is only one mint, and. 
that, at F ort ■ St. George. • i. , ■,

■Undei-, Bombay there is one principal mint at the prejs^L-- 
deucy,; .and several subo^^i^^al^(e. mint^; but as such■ mirn^s^-- 
are ' not wholly under European superintendence, the coi^n^* 
issued from the former will be alone noticed. . .• ;

-At ■ J^^he■^^alcptta Mint, gold mohurs and sicca rupees are?- 
coined. At the mint of Madras and Bombay, gold and s-I^v^-.— 
rupe^^. and- at the mint at ■ Benares rupee^-only. Copper 
moiie^; is' coined at the mints at the three presidencies, for .the../ 
East-India Company only. These mints are open to the pub. . 
lief' 'and any person; carrying bullion thither may have it coi^i^d 
at a. charge 'of two per cent, on the standard value -of such ' eplk .. 
lions ' or coin,- together with a charge for refining bullion ' on, 
coin below the standard weight and fineness, which- are. as-

I I

Calcutta.
Fine Metal. Alloy.

' - ' ’ Troy Grains. t^i^ah^u.
Goldmol^ur..,. ..........  17-(^.59

jSSicai-upf^e^f^.... 1759(23 .......... 19-993

- I
Gross We^ight.

TTrc^y >
.. 204-710 
.. 191-91& ,

' -I
-The standard weight and fineness of the Benares rupee "is—-

* Fine Silver. Alloy. Gross Weight.
Troy Grains. Tr^oy Grains. Tr^oy trf^ixi*
168-879 .......... 6-129 .......... 179.

M Madras.
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Fine Metal.
Grains.

... . 165-

' Alloy.
T^oy Gr.a!ns.

. , 15-4

Gross Weight. 
Tr^oy Grains.

.... 180
. 180.... 165’ .... .. 15- ..

Bombay.
Fine Metal.

Troy Grains.
. 164-74 ........

Alloy.
Tr^oy Grains. 

. 14-26 .

Gross Weight. 
Tr^oy Grainy 

........ 179
. 164-74 ......... . 14-26 . ........ 179

Gold 
Silver rupee,

Gold ruj^^e^..
Silver ruj^pe

The gold rupee, both at Madras and Bombay, pass as equal 
to fifteen silver rupees. • The terms gold ruj^e. and silver rupee 
are understood to be misapplied in both instances, more 
especially in the case of the gold money; the term rupee 
literally signifying silver, and applied by the natives to silver 
money only, which being of the regulated weight of ten massa, or 
one sicca, the coin was called the sicca rupee, or the silver sicca.

The Bengal current rupee is calculated at two shillings, being 
sixteen per cent, less than the sicca, which is valued at two shil
lings and three-oence. .

The Madras pagoda is eight shillings, being equal to three 
and a half Madras rupees, which is valued at two sliillings and 
three-pence.

The Bombay rupee is two shillings and three-^^ent^ie; tlie 
dollar at Prince of Wales' Island is five shillings.

In Bengal and at Madras the silver rupee is divided into 
sixteen annas, and the anna into twelve pice. At Bombay it 
is divided into four quarters, and each quarter into 100 rej^..

The whole the accounts relating to the British- possessions 
on the continent of India are kept in the same denomination 
of money, viz. the rupee.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 116.

LAW S.
(1) And be it further enacted, that if any person countcrfeiting 

or persons within the local limits of the criminal juris- current coin pu- 
diction of the said courts, or if any person or persons n‘shab'e with . _ . . \ tr^n^p^i^lation.perso^^H^y subject to the jurisdiction of any of the said 
courts, at any place in the East-Indies, or at any place between the 
Cape Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan where the said 
Compan;y shall have a settlement, factory, or other establishment, 

shall
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IMS.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155. 
§ 116.

(2) And be it further enacted, that if any person 
or persons within the local limits of the criminal juris
diction of tl^ie said courts, oh if any person or persons 
personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of the- 
said- courts at any place in the East-Indies, or at any 
place between the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Streights Magellan where the said Company shall 
havfj. a settlement, factory, or other establishment, 
tender in payment, ■ or sell or ' give in exchange,' or'

§ 117.

shall counl^eirfeit, or pcocure to be counterfeited, or willingly act or 
assist in counterfeiting any of the gold or silver coins of any of the 
British governments in India, or any gold or silver coin usually cur
rent and received as money in payments in any part of the British 
possessions in the East-Indies, it shall and may be lawful for the 
court before which any such person or persons shall be convicted of 
any such offence by due course of law, to order and adjudge that 
such person ur persons shall be transported to such place beyond the 
seas, and for such terms years as the said court shall direct.
Utterine coun

terfeit coins pu- 
nish^l^llc: ^rst 
cfleence with six 
mon^h^^’ impru 
soni^c^in; se
cond, with two 
ye^i^; third, 
tviith tra^s^^r^^’ 
tion for life.

shall utter or
pay or put ofif to any person or persons any such false or counter
feited coin as aforesaid, kncwine the same to be so false or ocunter- 
feitedi and shall be thereof ocn^^<^ted, every person so offending shall 
suffer six months’ imprisonment, and shall, - at^- the'' dis0reti'on - o^ the 
ocurt before which he or she shall be so convicted, be sentenced to 
hard labour during the tei^m^-'such imprisonment,' and find sureties ■ 
for his or her good behaviour for six months more, to be computed 
from the end of the said first s^^ moi^^l^is; and if the same person 
shall afterwards- be convicted a second time the like ' offenoe Of' 
uttering or tendering in payment, or giving in exchange, or paying' 
or putting off any such false or counterfeit coin as aforesaid, know-' 
ing the same to be false or ocunterfeit, such person shall for such 
sec^^d offei^^ie' suffer two years’ omproscnmcnt, 'and also, at the dis- 
oreticn of the court before which he or she shall be so ccnvioted, be' 
sentenced to hard labour during the' term of such imprisonment, and' 
fi^d sureties for his or her good behaviiour^for two years more, ' to. be 
computed from the end of the ' said ^rst two years; and if the name ' 
person shall afterwards Offend a third- time, - in uttering or ietiderine' 
in payment, or giving -in exchange, or paying or putting off any such 
false or counterfeit coin as afmesaid, knowing the same to be false 
or ocunterfeit, and shall be convicted of such third ofifence in any o^ 
the ocurts aforesaid, he or she shall be sentenced to transpcrtaticn 
for life, to such placie beyond the seas as the said court shall direct..

(3) And be it further enacted, that if any person, 
or persons, having been convicted of any offence or 
cffenoes by virtue ofrthis act, shall again be prosecuted 
Iii any court Oth^r than the court or courts wherein 
such person or persons shall have been before con
victed for a like offence, whereby such person or 

M 2 persons

i^c^r^^^catv 0^ 
fonner 
tionint^he (^o^ur^, 
suff^i^i^i^nt pr^f 
of such ocnvoo- 
tocn.

§ 116.
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LA^rS.

1813.
53 Goo. 3, 

c. 155, 
5 ns*

$ 119. Having in pos- 
more than 

five pieces of 
counterfeit coin, 
without lawful 
excuse, punish* 

by fine or 
three months' 
imprisonment.

persons would be subject to an increased punishment. the clerk of 
the crown. or other offi^i^ier to whom it may belong to keep the records. 
of the court where any . such conviction shall have taken place, shall, 
at the request of the prosecutor, or any other person on his Majesty's 
behalf, certify the same, by writing under his hand, in a few words, 
containing the substance and effei^^ of such conviction, for which, 
certificate one rupee and no more shall be paid; and such certificate, 
being produced in court, shall be suf^icii^i^^ proof of such former 
conviction.

(4) And be it further enacted, that if any person or 
persons within the. local limits of the criminal jurisdic
tion of the said courts, or ■ if any person or persons 
personally subject to the jui^isdiction of any of the 
said courts, at any place in the East-Indies, or at any 
place between the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Streights of Magellan where the said Company shall 
have a settlement, factory, or other establishment, shall have in his,- 
her, or their custody, without lawful excuse, the proo^ whereof shall 
lie on the party accused, any greater number of pieces than five 
pieces of such false or counterfeit coin as aforesaid, every such person 
being thereof convicted upon the oath- of one or more credible witness 
or witnesses, before one of his Majesty's justices of the peace, or if 
there should be no justice of the peace duly qualified to act'in the 
place where such offence shall -be committed, before one of the judges 
of his Majesty’s court there, shall forfeit and lose all . such false .and 
counterfeit coin, which shall be cut in pieces and destroyed by order 
of such justice or judge, and shall for every offence forfeit and pay 
any sum of money not - exceeding in value forty sicca rupees, or less 
than twenty sicca rupees, in the currency ■ of the plac^ in"-^l^i^^h -such 
offence shall be . commi(:ted, for every such piece of false or counter
feit coin which shall be found in the custody of such person; one 
moiety to the informer or informers, and the other moiety to the poor 
of the presidency, settlement, or place in which such offe:nce shall be 
committi^d; and in case any such penalties shall not be forthwith paid, 
it shall be lawful for . such justice or judge to commit the person or 
persons who shall be adjudged .to pay the same to the common gaol 
or house of correction, there to. be kept to hard labour for the space 
of three calendar months, or until such penalty shall be paid.
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COLLEGES ■ AND SEM.INARIES.

By the Act of 47th Geo. IU, cap. 68, sec. 2, 1807, any 
person, after attaining the age .of seventeen, and having , bon& 
Jide spent, either before or after that age, two years at least at 
the , East-India College in England, on his proceeding to India 
in the Company's civil service, was allowed to account such 
period of . two years, as to ofBices, places, and emolumc^r^t^is,,as 
so, much time actually spent in India. By the act ■ the 53d 
Geo, Ill, cap. 155, sec. 42, the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India have full power and authority to superin
tend, direct, and control all orders and instructions whatsoeveij 
respecting collegers, and, seminaries in Indicia; tlie Civil College 
and I Military .Seminary in England are to be continued and 
maintaiiled, and mil the regulations which may fi-om- time to 
time' ■ be framed for the good government of those institutions, 
are subject to alteration and approval ' by ■ the Board, . '

The establishments in India will be first noticed, and oftb^ir-; 
wards those which have been formed in England.

It was during the administration of the - Marquess 
le'slt^v* 'that the first regular "i^!^t^i^i;ution was formed for the 
education of the civil serva:nts of the Company in India, 
In the year 1800, that distinguished nobleman founded the 
Calcutta College, in order that ample means mights, be af
forded to the .junior civ^l’ servants to qualify- themselves' for 
the eff^icient discharge of the duties of the several offices to‘ 
which they might be nominated. Provision - was made for 
the study of the Oriental languages, and for lectures on 
almost every - branch of literature and science. The plan, 
whilst it evinced the enlightened views of the noble foun
der, was considered by the authorities in Europe to in
volve an indefinite expense, to embrace far too wide a field, 
and to contemplate the acquirement of various branches of 
knowledge, the study of which, it was conceived, -i^iight be

M 3 prosecuted
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prosecuted with far better pros^peicl of success at home. On 
this point it was remarked, that if general knowledge be neces
sary, as much of it as can be imparted in consistently
with the nature of the service should be so imparted, and that 
the presumption is in favour of the knowledge thus bestowed 
being found of superior quality, and obtained at a much 
smaller expense. It was also proposed that every writer, on 
his appointment, should in the first instance proceed from 
Europe to Calcutta, and there enter the college, although bis 
subseqi^ient employment might be either at Madras or Bomba;^'; 
and that it should be left to the Governor-General for the time 
.being to determine to which establishment of the service the 
students should be finally appointed. To this it was objected, 
that the three presidencies were not on a similar footing; 
that a young man would more readily adapt his conduct to 
the manners . and habits of the 'community of which he . is to 
continue a memb^ir: and as Bengal might be considered the 
preferable presidency, the studies of each servant would be 
directed to the acquisition of that species of knowledge best 
calculated to qualify him for that establishment, to the manifest 
injury of the public service at Madi'as and Bombay; and that, 
were the Goveimor-General to possess the power of selecting 
the servants for the presidencies^ it would, in fact, be delegat
ing to a remote authority the patronage of India, and vesting 
in an individual that species of influence, to guard a.gainst 
which has been a leading object at each of the' periods when 
a renewal of the Company’s privileges has come under dis
cussion.

The plan of the Marquess Wf^l^lesley having been greatly 
modified, was finally sanctioned, the writers for Madras and 
Bombay not being required to proceed to Calcutta, and con
siderable reductions being made in the proposed collegiate 
establishment. -

Since the year 1804, when the ' C^lll^jge at Hertford was 
projected, the object of the Calcutta College has been confined 
to perfecting the students in Oriental literature.

In 1808, provision was made at Madras for civil servants, 
on their arrival at the presidency, continuing the study of 
the native languaj^i^sj: they have the assistance O’ native 

teachers,
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teachers, and quarterly examinations take place for the pur
pose of ascertaining the progress which has been made ' : such 
examination also extends to subjects of general knowledge 
connected with the affairs of the Company. In 1812 the 
establishment was denominated a college, and placed under a 
board of superintendance. Measures have likewise been 
taken to promote the study of the Hindustannee, Mahratta, and 
Guzzeratte languages at Bombay, under a permanent public 
examination committee.

Whilst such ample means have been provided ■ for enabling 
the Company’s Servants to perfect themselves in the knowledge 
of the Oriental languages, the education of the natives has. 
been an object of solicitude. Schools where Eng^hsh may be 
taught grammatically, and instruction given in that language 
on history, geography, and the popular branches of science, 
have been established, under the sanction and patronage of the 
Company. The natives have themselves evinced an anxious 
desire to obtain the benefit of an English education for their 
children, and have contributed in many cases liberally towards 
the support of such schools.

Provision is likewise made, in the forty-third section of the 
Act of 1813, that, out of the surplus territorial revenues, one 
lac of rupees shall be set apart and applied to' the revival and 
improvement of literature amongst the natives.

The institutions in England are—the East-India College at 
Haileybury, near Hertford; and the Military Seminary at Ad- 
discombe, near Croydon. '

The college was established in the year 1805 by the East- 
India Company, with the view of affording . the means of 
education to persons intended for the Company’s civil service 
under • the presidencies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, and 
of acquiring, with classical and mathematical instruction, the 
elements of those branches of science likely to be most useful 
in their future service in India. It is under the superin
tendence of a principal and professors, and is governed by 
statutes and regulations approved by the Board of Commis
sioners, which statutes are good and valid in lawj afid binding 
and effectual upon all persons and in all matters belonging to 
or relating to the said college. The Bishop of London exer

M 4 cises
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ciseS visitatorial jurisdiction. No person can be appointed a 
writer who'shall not have kept four terms at the college. • .(

The expediency of continuing the college, as well a^i of 
applying to Parliament to repeal the' obligatory clause requir
ing all persons to reside four terms before they can be 'ndmi^-i 
nated writers, has been discussed by the Court of Proprietors. 
The first question was debated during ' three days in 1817, and 
rejected by a shew of hands on the 4th of March in that yea^; 
the second in 1824, and, after a debate .of equal duration, was 
negatived by the ballot on the 31st of March, the number- in 
favour of the application to Parliament for a repeal of the 
compulsory clause being two hundred and seventy-two, and 
against it four hundred. The difference of opinion which still 
exists ns to the clause in question, combined with the probahje 
demand'r^fi 'the service . abroad exceeding the means pf supply 

the college, mqy possibly lead to a relaxation'. 'inr this 
lehhctment. ' ' ' ' ' ■ ' ' ^ ■

The Military Seminary was established iq 't^li<^' yeaf^^ 18'(1^, 
f^r the purpose of educating the cadets intended -:^f)r the.y^^pmr 
pany’s engineer or artillery service , In, India. PJ^jc^]f,,itO- ,jliat 
period -a' certain number had been - educa^i^e^ii^a't^^^^owpii^lq 
j^'nd’some undef private tuition; bur 'the' ini^th5’quaicy'ii^ ’̂’point 
of _liuniben qualified to meet the exigency ’ of the'S^^^-^^n^.e.became 

,so apparent, that it was considered, by -combining ’ thd ^vhiMij 
establi^ishm^i^lt under the immediate- government of -the -East

' India Company, and making the professors and tutors, - as well 

as the pupils, responsible to the Coiintof Di^rectors for- the- ..due 
discharge of their respective duties, advantages would*’arise 
that could not be expected from institutions over which.the 

, D^i^rectors - had no power 'or control whatsoever. The p^ltii^i'Vyas 
accordingly ' -laid before the Court of Proprietors dn- . -die Hio'nth 

' of March -1809, who highly approved thereof, confi^i^ttiiti^'t^He 
appointment of - the late General (then Colonel) Mudge as 

_ the first public examiner.' Under the unceasing efforts of- that 
1 distinguished and scientific officer, as well as those- of his 
1 successor. Sir Howard Douglas, and of the present examiner, 

Sir Alexander Dickson, the greatest proficiency has been made 
,.'by the sti^idei^t^js; and the public service in India has reaped 
all the advantages which were anticipated at the first feundjitjon 
... ....... of
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of the' institution. ' It is under the superintendence, of a 
lieutenant-governor, aided by professors in the , various 
braniches of study. The rules and regulations for its govern
ment ar^- equally valid and binding as those relating to the 
Civil College. , ’

LAWS.
Colleges Seminaries in

(1) And be it further enacted, that the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affsirt of India, by force tlind 
Virtue of this act, shall have and be invested with full 
power and authority to superintend, direct, and conr

CollegetSn^3tl-’ 
pSnfriet . sbrosd 
to be subject to 
tbe control ofthe 
.Board.> I .. , . . , ■ . J
tfol all orders and instructions whsttoever which in anywise relate 
to or concern any rMes, regulations, or ettsblishments whatisoever ' of 
th^' several colleees ettablithed by the said Cotnpat^^y at Calcu^ttS■Or 
Fdirt! St. George, or of any seminaries which may be ettsblithed under 
.the authority of any of the governments of Un said .Company, in the 
same manner, to all intents and purpotet, and under and subtect fo all 
such' and the like reeulstions and provisions, as if such orders, and 
instructidnS' immedistely related to and concerned the government ' and 
"revinuey of thd'shid territorial acquisitions in the - Esst-Indies.
''’'RtcViiioSsr<tr' (2) And- be it fm^l^t^^el^l^^^s^Cel^d1^t^£^S it!^^sll I^oSwv-
5clioob,s,,p,ubll<;, -fyi Qf t^he Gc^v^l^r^nor^G(^I^<^l^Sll in Council l^o direct:, l^hat 
tliters<iy ^iptt<tu-l®u* .®: suy surplus which may rimsin oif the rents, 
tions for the be- revinuit: and profits aritine from the said territorial 
livet rjf. bheeu- -,1.;. „(■ ...a!,
lives, to be regu- 

‘istcd by Gover- 
-Uor-Glnetsl ,in 
X^ounci), sulject 
1)‘ooctror 0f oft 
poard d but ap- 
poihtmentsto of- 

,^rlcss Oede|s to l)e
os(dl - by the lo- ___ _______ ___ .

-Hal eovednolntt: promotion of a knowlfidge of the sciincet among the 
Sjuhabitants of the British tirditodies in Indras and that any schools, 
tpublic licturis, or other institur<ons for the purposes sforesaid, which 
ifl^aR be .■t0undid at the pdesll^^nciis of Fort-William, Fort St. Geoiei, 

. or Bombay, or in any other psrrt of the Britithstedritodiit in India, in 
virtue of this act, sIisII be eovednid by such rieulstiont as may from 
tiinp to time be made by the said Govirnod-Genirsl in Council, sub

' ject nevertheless to such powers as are herein vested in the said Board 
rof Con:nnissienirt for the - Arrsids of India - respecting collieet -and 

teminarii^!i: pdovided.^^lw:syt, that - all appointmintt to offces in such 
tchoolt, . lictudethipt, and other institutiont, shall be made by or 
under the authority of the governments within which the same shall 
be s<tUstid! .

j, Colleges

jliterrniy '(ipstitu-1®'** ®’ ^“7 sutplus which may remain of the rents,.. ......... .1 ■ ■ , .n. n .. . .. . l
acquisitions, after defraying the expenses of the mili
tary, civil and commercial establishments, and paying 
tlie intenest of the debt, in manner hereinafter provided, 
a sum of not; le^e. tlit^n nnts lac of rur^t^t^i^, in ^a<^li yet^r 
shall be set apart and applied to the revival and ira- 
provement of literature, and the encouraeeolent of the 
learned natives of India, and for the introduction and

18!I3.
53 Geo. 3r 

c. 155, 
§ 42.

§43.

(Vide
Ajtprojpria-

    
 



17Q co^^eges and seminaries.
LAWS.

1813.
S3 Geo. 3, 

C. 15S, 
§ 44.

§45.

Collegeand Mi
litary Seminaty 
in England to 
be. continued ; 
and the Dir^- 
tors, with the ap
probation of the 
Board) to make 
rules and rcgu. 
lations for the 
same. Di’recjtors 
may make repre
sentations re
specting altera- , 
tions or additions 
ly die Board,

Colleges uncl Military ■ Seminaries in Eujgj^j^nd.
(3) And whereas the said United Company have 

lately established in England a college for the appro
priate education of young men designed for their civil 
service in India, and also a military seminai^jr 'for the 
appropriate education of young men designed for their 
military service in Indiii: and whereas it is expedient 
that the said college and military seminary should be 
further continued and maintained, and that proper 
rules and regulatii^i^si' should be constituted and esta
blished by authority of law, for thfT good government 
of the said college and military seminary respiectively; 
be it therefore enacted, that the said college and mill-
tary seminary shall ' be continued and maintained by the said United 
Company during the further term hereby granted to the' said Com- 
pat^jTj and that it shall -and may be lawful for the said Court of 
Directors, and they are hereby required forthwith after the passing of 
this act, to - frame such rules and regulations for the good government 
of the said college and military seminary respectively as in their 
judgment shall appear bek adapted to the purposes aforesaid, and to 
lay the same before the Board of -Commissioners for the Affairs' of 
India, for their revisal and app^<^l^^t^i<^n; who shall thereupon proceed 
to consider the same, and shall and may 'make such alterations therein - 
and additions thereto as they shall - think f^l:; nevertheless, all such 
rules and regulations shall and may be subject to such future revision 
and alteration by the said Court of Directors, with the approbation of 
the said Board, as circumstances may from time to time require in 
that beh^aif; and all such rules and regulations, so framed, approved, ' 
revised or altered, shall be deemed and taken to be good and valid in 
law, and shall be bindinjg and ' effectual upon all persons and in all 
matters belonging or relating to the said college and military semi
nary respectively, any law, charter, or other matter or thing to the 
contrary notwithsti^^i^ir^g;: provided always, that nothing herein con
tained shall prevent the said Court of Directors from making such 
representation, with respect to any alterations in or additions to such - 
rules and regulations which may be made by the said Board of Com
missioners, as the said Court of Directors shall at any time think fit.

(4) And be it further enacted, that from and after B;si,op ^f ion. 
the parsing of this aot, it shall and may be lawful for to exercise 
the Lord Bishop of London for the time being to have visitatorial juris- 
and exercise, and he is hereby authorized and empow- '
ered to have and exercise such vrsrtatorial power and . jurisdiction 
over all such persons, matters and things, belonging or relating to 
the said college, and in such manner as shall be appointed and 
established by the said rules and regulations of the said college in 
that behalf, any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary notwith
standing.

(5) And
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'Establishment 
of officers in tlie 
col 1 ege and mi
litary seminary 
to be subject to 
the control of the 
Board.

C. 155, 
5 47.

§48.

(5) And be it further enticted, that no order for LAWS, 
the establishment of any office, or the appointment of jsj? 
any person to fill the situation of principal nt the said 53 Geo.i3, 
olliBge, or head-master of the miUtary seminary, 
shall be valid or effectual, until the same shall have 
been approved by the said Board of Commissioners , for 

the Affairs of India.
Principal and whereas, for the due performance of the

professors ex- public duties of religion at the said college, as Will 
erapted from pa- as for the- maintenance of -sound learning and religious 
rocmal residence. , . . . , ...education, it .is expedient that the principal and some 
of the professors of the said college should be clergymen of the 
Established Cbi^ir^h; and whereas it may be expected, - that among 
clergymen best qua^ifiied for such situations, from their character and 
attainments, some may be possessed of benefices in the church, be it 
enacted, that every spiritual person -holding the situation of - principal 
or professor of - the said college, and actually -performing the ..duties of 
the same, shall be and he is hereby exempted from residence on any 
benefice of which he may be possessed, in the same manner as the 
spiritual persons specified in an act passed in the forty-third year of 
his present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act to amend the Laws 
relating to Spiritual Persons holding of Farms, and - for enforcing the 
Residence of Spiritual Persons on their Benefices in England,” are by 
die said act exempted from residence on their respective beneffi^i^is; 
any act, matter, or thing, to the contrary notwithstanding.

TT
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comm.^:^;^;er-in.chief.

Military.
The designation of Ci^rmnaaner-^'i^nrchi/;/^ is attached to the 

following stations in the East-Indie's, viz. Commander-in-chief 
of all the Forces in India, Provincial Commander-^^n-chief ih 
Bengal, Commanider^ii^-^^liii^if at Madras, Commander^ii^n-chii^f 
at Bombay. *

Major-General Stringer Lawrence, who, from his first ap
pointment to India as a Major in 1748, had highly, distin
guished hims^l^^ in the military operations on the coast 
Cofomandel, held the station of Commaln^(^l^in--^l^i(^if of the 
Company’s forces in 1763; Brigadier-General Caillaud, who 
had served under him, was appointed his successor. The' 
important ' events consequent on the restoration of Meer JaiSir"' 
to the Soubahship* of Bengal, in 1764,' led to lengthenetf 
discussions , in the Court of Proprietors, who resolved, on th! 
12th of March in the same year, that Lord Clive (who lia^* 
been raised to the peerage after his second return to llui^ojii^^ 
in 1760, as a mark of the high sense entertained of his Lord
ship’s brilliant services) should be requested to take upon hi'm' 
the stations of President of Bengal and the command of the

. . . . ° . •< Imilitary forces. His Lordship accepted the appointment, 
was sworn in on the 30th of April 1764, arrived , in India' 
in the beginning of the following year, and retained those ap
pointments till 1767, when his Lordship finally returned to 
his native country. Sir Eyre Coote was nominated ' his Lord
ship’s successor as Commander-in-chief. On his arrival at 
Madras, his powers were disputed by the council, there, ih 
consequence of which he returned to Europe overland, in 
November 1771, and addressed a letter to the Court of Diie'c- 
tors from Paris, representing the circumstances under which 
he had quitted India.' The Court passed a resolution, severely 

"^nimad-
* Viceroy or governor. ' '
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animadverting on the • conduct of, the authorities at Fort St. 
George, and at the same time required Sir Eyre Coote to hold 
himsi^^^lf in readiness to return to India. On the 26th of 
January 1773, the Court of D^ie^cosrs resolved, that as tran
quillity •prevailed in India, it was unnecessary to, continue the •' 
office of commander-in-chief. At the commencement of the 
session of that year the affairs .of the Company, which since 
1767 had come under the cognizance .of Parliament, more ■ 
particularly engaged the attention of the House of Commons, • 
and the various resolutions .upon which the 13th Geo. III. 
cap. 63, commonly called the Regulating Act, was framed, were 
parsed. Amongst them was a • clause appointing a governor
general and four counsellors for the government of the. Com
pany’s affairs abroad. Lord North, on the 9th of June 1773^ 
liad .an interview with the Chairman and Deputy^-^C^h^irman o^ 
the^. Company,. at which they were desired to state wlietheij 
the Court of. Directors would grant .to Lieutenant -Gener^f^l, 
Clavering, who had been nominated as first counsellor, . a, 
commission as commi^iRd^irii^^i^]^hi^;f of the Company’s forces -in- 
Inciiat.! A pomufi^i^ii^i^tion to that effect was . accordingly mpcli 
by, the. Chairman to the Court of Directors, who, referring , tjp.^ 
theiy res^^u^u^il of the 26th of January a.l^i^'ve adverted . .tpi 
postpfiiied j the . further consideration of the subject ^^11, .thi^^ 
16th of June; on which day it was further discussed, but.,no. 
decision adopted. The state of the question was 
to Lord North. ,

On the 3d of February 1774, a General Court wa^ held, ■ in 
pursuance of a requisition from nine proprietors, when it 
was moved to recommend to the Court of Directors forthwith . 
to appoint General . Clavering comman^^:^^^!^^-^’^i^i^:f in India. 
A ballot .was demanded by thirteen proprietors, amongst whom' 
were the Duke of 'Richmond and Lord Pigot. It took place 
on the 8th of February, and was carried in favour of Ihe 
recommendation, there being three hundred 'and' fifty-four 
ayes, and three hundred and eleven nayes. ,

General .Clavering was accordingly appointed by. the Court .' 
on ' the day following. Intelligence of that officer’s death hav-, 
ing been -'received by the Court in 'April 1778, Sir Eyre Coote 
was nominated to ■.a seat in . council, and also, commander-in- 

chief
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in India. As the act of the L^th Geo. Ill, cap. 63, 
sec. lOj required the approbation of his ' Majesty to any ap
pointment to council made within the term of 'five years from 
the date of ' such act, \^he same ■ was obtained, and Sir Eyre 
Coote took the oaths of office before' the Court of '^ir^c^c^l^c^rs ' 
on the' 28th April 1778.

In 1781, the ' 21st Geo. Ill,' cap. 65, was passed, declaring' 
that if a commai^i^^^i^-^-i^-^i^l^iii^if was appointed to council, ' he 
should rank as Second member of 'council, and not succeed as 
governor-general, or governor, unless specially appointed.

In 1784, by the act of the 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of 'India ' was first instituted, 
and provision was made that the Government should consist 
of a governor-general, and three, in ' the room of four (as pre
scribed by the Act of 1773) counsellors, and that the ' Com- 
mander-ii^-chii^f of the Company's forces should have voice 
and precedence in council next' after the Governor-General. 
It also provides, that when the Commander-^iin-chi^f in India 
shall be present either at Madras or 'Bombay, he is to be one' 
of' the counsellors, instead of the commander-^iin-cl^^ef of such 
settlement, who during such time is to have a seat, but lio 
voice in the council.

By the same 'act, are not ' to succeed^-'
to the office 'of governor-general or ' governor, unless specially 
appointed by the Court of ^^j^rec^t^o^rs. .

By the 26th Geo. Ill, cap. 16, 1786, the Corn^m^i^<^er-^in- 
chi^lf is not entitled to a voice or seat in council, unless spe
cially appointed thereto by the Court of Di^recl^ors. It is' 
likewise provided, that ' the offices of governor-general, or 
governor and commander^-^i^n^-^Chiefi may be ' held by the same 
person.

On the 24th February 1786^> the Earl Cornwallis was ap
pointed governor-general and comma^<^i^i^-^i^:^-^ich^i^if in -I^n^dia,' 
being the first instance in which those two high ' offices tvere 
combined in the same pe^rson. His' Lordship, who quitted 
India in 1793, was solicited-by the ' Court 'of Di^rectors in 
the month of January 1797, with' reference to the state of the 
military affairs ' in India, again to take upon^’ 'himself ' the ' offices 
of governor-general and commander-in-chief. His Lord

ship,
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ship, following up the principle which had distinguished.- his 
conduct through life, in sacrificing all private; interest- to the 
good of the state, met the. call of the Court, . arn^l, w^asi ac^ 
cordingly unanimously .appointed to those ofi^c^^s on .the 1st • 
February 1797. Intelligence having been. shortly afterwards 
received from India, remo.v^ing in a great measure. the grounds 
upon which the Court had sought - for his Lordship’s services, 
they consented, at the request . of his Lordship, -to accept .his • 
resignation. The Aarquess Wc^llesley, then Earl of Mornington, 
was nominated governor-general, and Sir Alured. Clarke, , 
commander-in-chief. In 1800, General, afterwards Lord Lake, 
proceeded as comm^i^(^<^i^-^ii^-^^^)^^:f -to India- In the . - month of 
August in that year his .Majesty, by lettcrs-patent, appointed 
the Marquess Wellesley, then governor-general, to be his 
Majesty’s captain-general and comman^i^:^^:^^-chi^^lf of all his • 
Majesty’s land forces serving in the Ea^t-Indies. 'The saute 
was made known by proclamation at Fort William, the 26th 
February 1801. As this is the only instance in which such a 
commission has been issued it is given, at length, .and imme
diately follows the laws respecting the commas(^^igr-^i^^c^n^^if. 
under this head. His Lordship issued general orders, .desiring • 
that all returns might be made as usual to the military comT 
mander-in-chief. It has already been observed that the Mar
quess Cornwallis, at the cad of the East-India Company, in_ 
1T)7, although at an age that “ might hqve.discouraged him. 
“^fnom engaging in so arduous an undertaking,” had consented 
to reassume the administration of their alfairs in India. .That 
plea, strengthened by the addition of eight years to the -age of 
the patriotic and venerable nobleman, was again waived at the * 
intreaties of the Court of Directors, and the- noble Marquess 
embarked - for India in the month of April 1805, to assume > 
the combined offices before conferred upon him. Lord Lake, 
who was then com^^^^^c^<^l^-iitcl^i^i^^;f in India^ was -nominated pror 
vincial commande:^-^i^i^-^i^i^i^^:f in Bengal; and an act was passed 
on the 10th April 1805, empowering the Court, when -tbcjoffices 
of governor-general and commander-;in-clrie^ were vested in* 
the same person, tp' appoint the provincial commander-in- 
chief in Bengal to a- seat in council, as second member. Such 

appointment -
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appointment was accordingly conferred by the Court on Lord 
Lake the following day.

On the death of Marquess Cornwallis, which occurred in the 
latter part of the same year, Lord Lake was re-appointed 
commandi^i^-^i^i^'^c'^i^i^lf in India.

In 1813, on the appointment of the Earl Moira as gover
nor-general and commander-^in-^c^liKf^ Lieutenant-General Sir 
George Nugent, then commai^cd^i^-^iin^i^lhi^lf in India, was nomi
nated comman(^i^i^-^i^i^^^i^!^iii^)fin Bengal, and second in council. Sir 
George Nugent returned to Europe in 181L By the act of 
the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, his Majesty’s approbation is neces
sary to confirm the appointment of commander-in-chielT in 
India, and of the commal^(^l^l^■^i^i^•^l^i^l^l^lf at the presidencies of 
Madras and Bombay.

1786.
26 Ge^. 3, 

c. 16, 
§5.

LA^^.
(1) And whereas, by the 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, ,

it is enacted, that the commander.^i^i^-chii^f’ of the council, unl^ess f 
Company’s forces in India for the time being shall “*’■
have voice and precedence in the Supreme Council ’
next after the Governor-General of Fort-Willii^m; and that the com- 
manderi^-^ii^-^i^hii^f’ at Fort St. George and Bombay shall respectively 
be of the council in the said respective presi^^i^r^i^:^: and whereas it 
may be more expedient that any such commander-il^-chie^’ should not, 
by virtue of his said office, be a member of any of the said respective 
councils, unless he be specially appointed thereto, be it the-efo-e 
enacted, that so much and such part of the said act as directs 
that the commander-^in-^i^hii^f’ of the Company’s forces in India for 
the time being, or the commanders^-in-^chii^f’ in the presidencies or 
settlements Fort St. George and Bombay, shall, by virtue of their 
said respective offices, be a member or members of any of the coun
cils of Fott.William, Fort St. George, or Bombay respectively, or 
have any - voice or precedence therein, shall be, and the same is 
hereby repealed. •

(2) Provided always, and be it enacted, that no
thing in this or in any former act contained shall 
extend to ■ preclude the Court of Directors of the said 
United Company from appointing the commander-in- 
ch^^f’ of the Company’s fori^i^st in India to be Go
vernor-General, or a member of the Supreme Coun
cil at FortiWilfiam in Bengal; or from appointing
either of the said comnianders^-^ii^-i^lhi^f of Fort St. George and

Bombay

Coiurt of 
Directors may 
appoint Com
mander-in-chief 
to be Governor
General, or Go- 
vernor,and mem
bers of Council.
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Boml^E^y" to be- president or member of the eouncil for' the 
presii^^ncy wherein he shall so be the comman(^'etrii^-i^^^i^gf5 or to 
prevent or preclude the Court of Directors of the said Company 
from appoicticg the gOvercorigeceral of Bengal, or any other 
member of the supreme council for the time being, to be the com- 
mal^(^let^•ii^■^i^lul^if of the Company’s forces in Indira; or from appoi^^--' 
ing either of the governors or pre.sidents of Fort St. George and 
Bombay,- or any of the members ' of council of the said respective 
presidencies for the time being, to be comman(^let^-ii^-i^l^ii^if - o^ thet 
forces within the same presidency of' which he shall be - the gouernor, 
or president, or a member of council, if the said Court of Din^e^-, 
tors shall think fit and expedient so to do. ■

Commanders-
no^ to 

succeed ?is gc- 
ue^^-lO0’ .^t^nenl" 
o.r governor in 
^he event of a 
varancy, unl^ess 
pr^ovisionally ap
pointed. 

where such, vacancy shall occur, shall not succeed to the temporary 
t government of such presidency, unless such comimin(^^r.i^^chief, 

shall have been provisionaHy appointed to supply the satne, but that’ 
the uacaccy shall,, be .supplied by the councillor next in rank at , the 1 
Council-Board, to. such comicanderiicichief, any thing herein coctmni 
e4,,,o,;flie cpi^triiry cotwithstandicg. . .

AVhen not gd- , (4). And be it further enacted, that when the offi<^^-; S 32.
vernor-. general - gouercor-general, and the office .^if commacderi. i
<»!• govcrn^, 
ma^ be appoint
ed second .tin 
coiy)cil.|

(3) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
^^at the time of any vacant^^- happening in ' the office 
of governor-general, or of a governor of any of the '■ 
said presidencies, no eventual successor . appointed’’ 
under tlie authority of this act shall be present upon 
the spot, any commander-in-cluef, although he shall 
be then a member of the council of the presidency

17B6.
26 Geo. 3, 

c. 16, 
I 6.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
4 30.

in-chie^ of ail the forces in India, shall not be . vested . 
in the same person, such comman^-er-^in-chi^lf shall and- 

t . may, specially authorized for that purpose by. the- ■> 
said Court of Directors, and - not otherwise, be ■ a member of the council 
of Fort William; - and that when the offices of governor of ForJt St. 
George, and comm^i^tlet^-il^-i^l^ii^f of the forces there shall be vested 
in different persons, or the. offices of governor of Bombay, and com.-, 
mand^r-in-chief of thenforces in Bombay, shall be vested in different 
persons, such respective con^^^i^(^et^-^-iI^-i^lhl^if shall and may,, if. 
specially . authorized by the Court of Directors, and not otherwise; be- * 
a member of council at the said respective . and when
any commandier-in-chief shall be appointed a member of - any of-the 
said councils, such commander-shall have rank and priec^denoe at;^he - u 
council board next to the govt^rnoriJt,^nerai-; or governor of^ the same > 
pn^i^ii^f^e^cjr; but no commander■^ii^^i^l^il^:f shall be entitled, to any i 
salary or emolument in respect of his being a member of any of the ' 
said councils, unless the same shall be specially granted by the Court 
of Directors -of the said Company.

If (5) Provided
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(5) Provided always, and be it further enacted, That
when the command^r-ii^-i^^i^'f o^ all the forces in India 
(not being likewise bovernor-beneral) shall happen to 
be resident at either of the presidencies of Fort St. 
George or Bombay, the said commander-in-chii;f 
shall, from the time of his arrival, and during his con^ 
tinuance at such presidency, be a member of the 
council of such presidcncy, dnd during thdt period 
the provincial commander-ii^-i^t^il^^' of the forces of. council and de- 
the same presidency, if he shall be a member of the “*
council thereof, shall and may' continue to sit and deli
berate, but shall not have any voice at the council board.

(6) His Majesty by sign manual, countersigned by the president 
of the Board, may remove any officef or servant of the Company in 
India.—(Vide The King.)

(7) The departure from India of any commander- 
in-chi^^ with intent to return to Europe, shall be 
deemed in law a resignation and avoidance of his 
ofG^ce or empIl^^t^eiH ; and that the arrival in any part 
of Europe of any such eommandefiinichief, shall be a 
sufficient indication of such intent. His salary to 
cease on his quitting the presidency, unless on the 
known service of the Company.

(8) Wilfully neglecting to execute the orders of the Court of Di- 
fectofs to be deemed a misdemeanor.

(9) Whereas it is expedient that the Court of 
Directors of the United Company of Men^lh^a^tt'of 
England trading to the East-Indies should be au
thorized and empowered, if they shall think fit, to 
appoint the commander of the military forces of the 
said United Company on the' Bengal establishment 
to be a member of the supreme eouneil ofFort William 
in Bengal, notwithstanding the offce of governofi 
general of FortWilliam aforesaid, and the office of commandefiin-ehief 
of all the forces in India, shall be vested in tlie same per^c^n; may it 
therefore please your Majesty that it may be ena(3t(^d; and be it 
enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and eonsent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That it shall and may be lawful to and for the Court of Difeetors of 
the said United Company especially to authorize and appoint the 
commander of the military forces of the said United Company on 
the Bengal establishment to be a member of the said supreme 
council of Fort William aforesaid, notwithstanding the office of 
governoribeneral of Fort William aforesaid, and the offce of com-

mandefi

C^c^^^^nder- 
in-chief in In
dia, not bein® 
governor - gene
ral when at Ma
dras or Bombay,, 
to be a 
of council, and 
the provincial 
commander -in
chief to sit in

Departuie from 
India of any 
commander-in- 
chie^ to be 
deem^c^ avoid
ance of office, 
and negJect of 
orders of Direc
tors a misde
meanour.

When gover- 
nor--^^r^^ral and 
commander-in
chief in India is 
vested - in the 
same person- the 
provincial com
mander 
in Bengal may 
be 2^f^p^^inted w- 
cond in cou^^il.
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mand(^i^-^(i^-(^l^i(^ir of all the forces in India, shall be vested in the same 
person.

(10) And be it enacted, that when any such commander of the mili
tary forces of the said United Company on the Bengal establishment 
shall be appointed a ' member the said supreme council, such com
mander shall have rank and precedence at the council boardnext to the 
governor-general, but he shall not succeed to the government of such 
presidency on the happening of a vacancy in the ofi^ce of- governors 
general, unless such commander of the military forces the said
United Company on the Bengal establishment shall have been pro
visionally appointed to supply the sai^is; but such vacancy shall be 
supplied by the councillor next in rank at the council board to such 
commander of the military forces of the said United Company on 
the Bengal establishment, any thing contained in an act, passed in 
the thirty-third year of the reign o^ his present Majesty, intituled, an 
act for continuing in the East-India Company for a further term the 
possession of the British territories in India, together with their 
exclusive trade, under certain limiit^^ii^i^^; for establishing further 
regulations for the government the said territories, and the better 
adminisiraiion of justice within the sam^'; for approprii^t;ing to certain 
uses the revenues and profits of - the said Company ; and for making 
provision for the good order and government - of the towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Boml^i^jr; or any other law, usage, or custom, to the 
contrary ther^i^if in anywise notwithstanding.

(11) Provided always, and be it enacted, that any commander so to 
be appointed a member of the said supreme council as hereinbefore is 
mentioned, shall be subjiect to recall by the same persons and in the 
same manner, and shall have the same powers, franchises, and autho
rities, in all respects as a member o^ council, as if he had been ap
pointed thereto as commander■^(I^-(^l^i(^lf of all the forces in India.

„ . (12) Vacancies in the office of command^r-^-i^'^ch^f
acancies. at Fort William, Fort St. George, or Bombay, to be 

filled by appointments from the court of Eirectors subjiect to appro
bation by the King.

Passage Money.'}—If . commai^(^iei^-(i^-chii^if of either presidency is 
resident in England at the time of his appointment, he is entitled to 
passage money, as fo^I^l^'^s:

Commande-^(I^-(^lu(^if in Int^ia 
Eitto at Fort St. Georr^ie.... 

. Ditto at Bombl^Jr................ .

Power o]f commtd^ing sentence Of I^e^ath to Transportation.
Officer commaI^<^ii^5^-(i^-(^l^ii^lf instead of causing sentence of death 

to be carried into execution, may order the oifender to be transport
ed, as a felon, for life, or for a certain term years.—(Vide -Military 
Forces.)

LAWS.

1805.
45 Geo. 3, 

c36, 
§2.

§3.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

cJl55, § 80.

§ 89.

2,000
1,500

1823.
4 Geo. 4. 
c8i,§8. '
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August 
1800.
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L^etters Patent to Marquess Wellesley, as Cattain-Generai, 
IN India.

George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, and so forth, to all

“ to whom these presents shall come, greetinjg:
Whereas the United Company of Merchants o'f England trading 

to the East-Indies by their commission, under the seal of the said 
Company, bearing date the sixth day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-seven, have appointed our right trusty, and 
entirely beloved cousin and councillor, Richard Wellesley, Marquis 
Wellesley, (then Earl of Mornington) of our kingdom of Ireland, 
and Baron Wellesley, of Wellesley, in our county of Somerset, in 
our kingdom of Great Britain, and Knight, of the most illustrious 
order of Saint Patrick, to be, during the pleasure of the said Com
pany, governor-general of the presidency oi Fort-William in the 
bay of Bengal, and of all the towns and territories thereunto 
belonging, and of all and singular the forts, factories, settlements, 
lands, territories, countries, and jurisdictions within the soubahship 
of Bengal, and of, and for all the affairs whatsoever of the said 
Company in the bay of Bengal, and other the places and provinces ■ 
thereto belonging, in the East-Indies, together ■ with all and every 
the powers and authorities committed and given to the governor
general of Bengal, for the time being, by any act or acts of Par- 
Uiment then in forr^^; and by another commission under the seal 
of the said Company, bearing date the same sixth day of October, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, have appointed the 
said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, governor-general and comman- 

of the fort and garrison of Fort-William in ■ Bengal, of 
the town of Calcutta, and of all the forces which then were or 
thereafter should be employed in the service of the said United 
Company within the said fort, garrison, and town; and the said 
Company have also from time to time appointed officers to be com- 
manchiir^^^i^-chii^lf of their forces at the said presidency Fort
William in Bengal, and their presidencies Fort St. George and 
Bombay respectively, and also have occasionally appointed persons 
to be commanderi^-^ii^-idui^f of all the said Company’s forces in the 
East-Irn^ii^i!; and whereas we have from time to' time caused detach
ments of our land forces to be employed in the East-Jndies, for the 
protection of the British territories there, and the annoyance o^ our 
enemies in those -pa^rii; and whereas difSiiulties have arisen and 
may arise -in the direction and employment of our said forces, inas- 

“ - rtnuch as the same are ■ 'under the immediate command'o:f 'officers 
commissioned by us, - and not by the said - Company, and -we are 
desirous of preventing such difBi:ulties by giving authority to the 
said Richard Marquis Wellesley to' act as captain- general and 
commander-in^^hi^if of all our forces in the East-Indies, aiid 

“ thereby
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August
1800.

thereby to put under his orders and directions all our land forces, 
as well as the military force in the service o^ the said United Com
pany which may be employed in those pai^tss: Now, know ye, that 
we, reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, 
and loyalty of the said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, have made, 
constituted, and appointed, and do by these presents make, consti
tute, and appoint the said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, our captain
general and commandiBr--i^--^lh'i^)f of all and singular our land forces 
employed or to be employed in our • service within any o^ the British 
territories in India, and in all parts within the limits of the exclu
sive trade o^ the said United Company, during our pleasure, to order, 
do, and perform all things whatsoever, which do or ought to belong 
to the oiBce of our captain-general, and comman(^i^i^--i^--^ln^if of

“ our land forces, within the parts aforesaid, and generally to order, 
do, and perform all, and whatsoever for us, and in our name ought 
to be - done, in the command, order, and direction of our said forces, 
and also of all military forces whatsoever in - the parts aforesaid 
which the said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, is not authorized 'and 
empowered to order, do, and perform by force and virtue of - the 
said commissions, from the said United Company, it being our 
gtacious will and intention by this our commission, to give to the 
said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, full power and authority to order, 
direct, and conttol all military forces employed, or to be employed, 
in the tetritories and parts -aforesaid, in all cases to which - the 
commissions so granted by the said United Company to the said 
Richard, Marquis Wellesley, cannot extend for want o^ powers in 
die said Company for that purr^f^st^; and we do hereby command 
all our officers and soldiers who are, or shall be employed in our 
land service within any of the territories and parts aforesaid, to 
acknowledge and obey the said Richard, M'arquis Wellesley, as 
their captain-general and commander-in-chief; but, nevertheless,

“ we do strictly enjoin and command the- said Richard, Marquis 
“ Wellesley, in the exercise of the powers and authoirtt^s given 
“ to - him, by these presents, to observe and obey all such instruc- 
“ tions, orders, and directions, from time to time, as the said 
“ Richard, Marquis Wellesley, shall receive from the first commis- 
‘‘ sioner for the affairs of India, or from _ any of our principal 
« secretaries of s^t^^; provided always, and our will and pleasure 

is, that if the said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, shall cease to 
“ be governor-genetal . of the presidiency o^ the British territories in

Bengal as aforesaid, then and from thenceforth all and every the 
powers and authorities hereby ' given to -the said Richard, Marquis 
Wellesley, -cease, deter^nine, - and become void; any 'thing herein- 
contained to the contri^ry notwithstanding, In - witness whereof, 
we have caused ,these our letters to.be made patent. Witness 
ourself at - Westminster, the seventh day of August, in the' fortieth 
year of our reign.

“ By writ of privy seal.”
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(Signed) “ Yorke.”
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COMMITTEE^}.

The charter of King Wi^h^iam provides, that sub-committees 
may be appointed for the despatch of business. The term mb- 
committee arose from the meeting of the twenty-four Di^i^ectors 
of the old or London Company having Iween designated, ante- 

■ rior to the projected union of the two companies in 1702, a 
of Co^imiitees.

The practice which appears to have prevailed before the union, 
of choosing the several sub-committees immediately after the 
annual election, was followed when that union was completed 
in 1708. After the first ^r^in^iual election, which took place in 
April 1709, the several committees were chosen; they consisted 
of the Committee of Accounts—Buying—Correspondence— 
Law Suits—Shipping—Treasury—Wa^r^e^liouses—and Private 
Ti'ade. In April 1771, the Committee for the Management and 
Application of the Military, or Lord Clive’s Fund, was added; 
and, in 1781, the Committee^! Government Troops and Stores, 
for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions contained 
in the 17th and 24ttl sections of the act of the 21st Geo. Ill, 
cap. 65. In 1784, by the 16th section of the 24th Geo. Ill, 
cap. 25, the Court of L^i^rectors were required to appoint a 
Secret Committee, to consist of three of their members, who 
by the 26th Geo. Ill, cap. 16, were required to take the oath 
therein prescribed.

The existing committees for conducting the Affairs of the 
East-India Company may be divided into four headis:—

1st. The standing Committees of the Court of L^:^re^<^(^ors. 
The Committee of Secrecy appointed by the act of 

Parliament.
The Secret Commercial Committee. .

4th. The Committee of By-I^^ws.

2d.

3d.

The
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The f^rst class of committees consists of

The Committee of Correspondence, 
........................ Law Suits, 
........................Siiilitary jUudd, 
................. . Tu’c^asury, 
........................ Civil College, 
........................ L^j^b^rary. -

The members composing these committees are the chairman 
and deputy-chairman and the nine senior Directors- The chair
man and deputy-chairman are members of all committees-

The business assijgned to the Committee of Correspond
ence is by far the most extensive- The whole of the advices 
from India in the public, political, military, revenue,] udicial, law, 
separate and ecclesiastical departments, come under their review 
and cousider:^^^(^:n; as also'the replies to such despatches before 
they are submitted for the approbation of the Court of Direc
tors- The Committee of Correspondence report the number of 
civil, military, and'medical servants necessary for keeping up the 
establishments abroad, and on the applications of all such ser
vants for leave of absence, or for permission to return to their 
respective presidencies- All representations and applications 
for redress of grievances or pecuniary demands from the Com
pany's servants are, in the first instance, decided by this 
committee, and likewise the various subjects growing out of the 
employment of the royal navy, and of his Majesty's troops in 
India- The recruiting department is under the Committee of 
Correspondence, to whom it also belongs to submit such ap
pointments as may be necessary in the secretary's, examiner's, 
auditor’s, military secretary's, military fund, and treasury de
partments, to the decision of the Court of Directors, as well as 
the stationing of the several ships for their respective voyages.

It belongs to the Committee of Correspondence to issue the 
secret instructions to the commanders of the Company’s ships 
as to- the course they are to proceed on the voyage to and 
from India and China, and in the time of war to apply to 
the Admiralty for convoys, and for devising and ' taking such 
precautions as the committee may deem necessary for their 
safety with regard to signals and otherwise-

N 4 The
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The 'Committee of Law Suits directs prosecutions and de
fences in all suits in which the Company are parties, and also 
takes cognizance of whatever becomes the subject of litigation 
either abroad or at home, C^i^^i^i^i^i^ica^:ng with the other 
committee in whose department the subject litigated may ori
ginate. All bills of law charges are examined and reported 
oh by the committee of Law Suits to the court.

The Committee for the Management ■ and Appl^ic^ation of the 
Military Fund was appointed ' to carry into effect a deed ' of 
agreement entered into between the Company and the first 
Lord Clive on the 6th April 1770. The sum given by hiS 
Lordship was £^(^2^,£^33. The Nabob of Bengal added £3^7,700, 
which sums, together with the further sum of £^2^4^, 128, being 
the interest due by the Company on the cash notes granted 
on account of the two first-mentioned sums, formed the original 
capital with interest on the whole at the rate of eight per' cent. 
The fund was established for the relief of European of^cers and 
soldiers, invalids, or superannuated, their widows, and the 
widows of officers and soldiers dying in the service. The Court 
of Directors, for the time being, are trustees for -the due appli
cation of the proceeds, which' are to be distributed, as nearly as 
possible, under regulations similar to those for paying Chelsea 
pensioners.

Every commissioned of^cer is to take an oath, before he is 
admitted, that he is not possessed of, or entitled to, real and 
personal est^t^^': ,

A Colt^i^t^e...............of..
Lieutenant-Colonel .. ..i 
Major.................................
Captain .................. .
Lieutenant ..................
Ensign ............................

All commissioned staff or warrant officers have half the ordi
nary stated pay they enjoyed whilst in servi^i^ie; sergeants of 
horse artillery, 9d. per da;^^, and such as have lost a limb. Is. I 
privates of the artillery, 6d, and such as have lost a limb, 'dd. 
Other, non-commissioned of^cers and privates, per day. 
All pensions commence from the time of .their respective de
barkations in England.

.. 3,000

.. 2,500
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The widows to bring evidence that their husbands did not 

die possessed of the sums befor^i^m^i^tti^r^e^d: the pensions to be 
paid during widowhood. If parties are insane, the pension to 
be paid to the churchwardens of the parish towards the pen
sioner’s subsistence.

In the event of the Company having no military force . in 
India in their actual pay or service, then the fund is -to' be ap
plied in the same manner to the support of the invalided marine 
servants or their widcr^s; and if the Company should .cease to 
employ - troops or marine, then the sum out of which the . fund 
originally arose reverts to the representatives of the donor.

The Committee of Treasury provides, agreeably . to the 
order of Court, for the payment of dividends and of the in
terest on bonds, and negotiates whatever loans the Company’s 
credit may at any ' time require. They also purchase wh^n 
required all bullion for exportation, and arrange the sale of 
such specie as may be sent home from India. Tliey affi:x the 
Company’s seal to the counterparts charter-parties, supra
cargoes’, factors’ and writers’ covenants—to any bonds given at 
the Custom-House, and to . whatever bonds or deeds the Court 
may order. They examine the state of -the Company’s cash, 
and judge on all applications on the loss of bonds or any 
other money transactions.

The Committee of C'iv^l, College has the superintendence of 
the regulations for the government - of that institution, and re
ports on the nomination of the professors and students to thq 
college, and to- the fitness of the latter for appointment, as 
writers.

The second class of committees comprehends
The Committee of Buying and Wtirehouses, 

...................Accconnts, . 

................... louuse,
. ....................Mi^i^ttay :e«i:^^^ary.

The six membert next in tenioaity to thcte fcrming the 
Committee of Ccr:^<^^^t^'^cldence compose the abcve-menticned 
ccmmitteet.

The butinett allotted to the Committee of Buying and 
Warehouses is the management and supe-intendence of the 

Company’s
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Cpmjpany’s commercial concerns, both exports arid imports ; 
arranging and suiting the orders sent abroad to the state of the 
markets at • home; the control of the servants employed in 
ascertaining that the ' articles procured are of a proper quality, 

. and obtained at fair rates of cost; devising means for con
veying these articles to England, providing for landing and 
putting them in the warehouses, arra^^ing the order of sales, 
and collecting and digesting the opinions as to forming proper 
future provision for the trade; providing and superintend
ing the purchase and export of the military stores for ser
vice in India, as well as the purchase of certain specified arti
cles of export, such as lead, woollens, &c. This comifiittee 
settles contracts with the dyers, appoints tradesmen, gives 
directions respecting cloth and long ells, which are brought 
in their white state to pass through the process which fits them 
for the markiet; and after they are returned from the dyer, 
for their being fine-drawn, plained, pressed, and properly 
packed for shipping. It likewise issues • orders for' the different 
goods being sent on board the several ships, audits the tradesr 
men’s accounts, and directs and controls the extensive ware
house establishments at home. .

The business' of the Committee of Accounts is to • examine 
whatever relates to bills exchange and certificates- granted 
in India or • China, or elsewhere, on the Company, and to com
pare advices with the bills, &c., when presented for accepta^t^e; 
to examine the estimates and actual accounts of cash or of 
stock formed for the use of the Court o^ Directors, of the Lords 
of his Majesty’s Treasury, and of Parliament. To this comr 
mittee is immediately subservi^^nt the Accountant’s Office, with 
its dependencies, and the Transfer Office, in which letters of 
attorney for the sale and transfer of the Company’s stock and 
annuities are investigated.

The business ajssigned to the- Committee of House is 
limited. It issues orders for the necessary repairs and altera
tions required at the India Hou^^; and regulates - ail the internal 
arri^i^ngements of the establishment.

To the Milh'ary Seminary Committee belongs the framing 
regulations ' for the - government of the establishment -at Addis- 
combe, the - appointment of the lieutenant-governor and other 

officers
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officers and professors, and of the cadets who are to study 
ther^; as also the appointment of cadets for general service, a.s 
well as of the assistait-sur;geons for the Company’s S^i^’^ii^e in 
India.

The third class of committees comprehends 
The Committee of Shipping, 

................... Private Trade.

The Co^m^iit^ee of Shipping has the purchase of the ■ stores 
for the voyages. It has to settle terms with the owners of 
freighted ships, and to examine the qualifications of the com
manders and officers. It has the distribution of th© outward 
cargoes, and superintends the raising and allotting the recruits 
to be sent to India in each ship. It examines arid passes the 
volunteers for the marine. It directs ’the agreement for and 
payment of seamen’s wages, outward and homeward. It 
superintends the regulation and allowances o^ private trade 
outward to the commanders and officers of the Company’s 
ships. It issues orders for building, repairing, and fitting out 
the ships, packets, &c., of which the Company are proprie
tors; and it provides for the embarkation o^ his 'Majesty’s 
troops, when ordered on service in the East-Indies.

To the Committee of Private Trade is allotted the duty 
of preparing the charter-parties, adjusting the accounts of
freight of goods carried out in the Company’s chartered ships, 
and of the demorage payable on their sailing from Englai^nd; of 
examining the commanders on their arrival from their respec
tive voyages, to ascertain whether they -have complied with 
the orders and instructions given them by the Court of Direc
tors, and by the Company’s servants abri^£^d; determining
on the claims of the owners of chartered ships, in respect to the 
“ eari^ii^igs” of freight and demorage, adjusting the accounts 
between them and the Company, and ordering the payments 
to be made to them; of regulating the indulgences in private 
trade homewai^rd; of comparing the accounts of private trade 
home, with the quantities and species allowed and manifested, 
in order to discover whether the established regulations have 
been 'complied with; and of considering and determining on 

the
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the several applications which may be -made on private trade, 
exceeding the allowances ’which may not be duly manifested. 

_ The Committees for Govjernment Troops and Stores, and 
for Preventing the Growth of Private Trade, are abe^l^i^s^h^ed.

The foregoing is a bri^if summary of the various duties which 
devolve upon, the several committees to prepare and submit 
for . the final approbation of the Court of Directors.

2d. The Committee of ■ Secrecy appointed by Act of Par
liament may be termed the Secret Political Committee.

When the Company’s concerns began to assume the mixed 
aspects of commerce and revenUe, it became difficult to 'as
sign to any of the standing committees, either the political 
interferences with the Indian princes, o^ whose sovereignties 
their foreign governments had become sharers or allies, or to 
manage the political connexion which the Company now 
necessarily had with the executive government. As early as 
the peace of PtU^S, and while the- political struggle between 
the Fi’ench and English on the Coromandel Coast was ob
viously the harbinger of a war, a Secret Committee was 
appointed and began to take an important lead in the 
Company’s domestic, and foreign affairs. As the war be
tween England and France ' assumed a more serious aspect^ 
the.Secret Committee, besides its - first - character, wjas entrusted 
with the conduct o^ the Company’s military and naval affairs; 
had the charge of providing for the safety of their chartered 
and trading ships, and authority to enter into such treaties 
and alliances with the Indian powers as might be thought 
requisite .for the preservation - and protection of the. factories 
or the districts depending on them. These powers of the 
Secret Committee were renewed and - enlarged during the 

1756 to fi. whole 'course of the war, -extending not only to the set
tlements on the peninsula, but to ' their establishments 
making on . the west coast of Sumatra, for the - purpose of pro
moting commerce- in that quarter of the Company’s limits. 
While the arms of Britain ’ were . making rapid acquisitioiis, 
particularly towards ' the close of .'this ' war, the Secret . Com
mittee began to be invested • with more . specific powers, viz. 
those of conferring with the King’s ministers, on the proper 

and
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and effectual plans for seconding the efforts of ■ Government, 
in reducing the Manilla!!; of soliciting the Admiralty for con
voys ■ to the Company's shi^.s; of opening such packets as 
might be addressed to the committee only, and communicating 
the contents to the ■Court of Directors, or not, as they might deem 
it prudent that the contents should be known; and of consulting 
with ministry on the measures for securing the Company's pos
sessions and privileges of commerce, in the treaty of peace 
which now appeared to be approaching. To this Secret Com
mittee, also, upon the same principle of secur:ing to the Com
pany their recent acquisitions, were confided the duty of soli
citing the assistance of the executive power, to enable . the 
Company to retain the possession of Masulipatam, as ceded by 
Salibat Jung. Similar powers with these already referred to, 
of opening packets which might be addressed to them, and of 
laying such parts only of them before the Court of 'Directors 
as it might be thought prudent to divulge, were renewed to 
this committee for seventeen successive years.

As the late general war approached, the powers of the Secret 
Committee were, in a measure, limited to the Chairman and 
De^f^u^l^y'-^C^l^i^i^rman only, who were vested with the whole exe
cutive authority of the Company, that they might watch ■ over 
the general safety of their dominions and trade. From 1778, 
till the passing of the act in 1784, instituting the India Board, 
the Secret Committee alone communicated with the King's 
ministers on the political interests of the Company. In that 
act it was declared to be a fixed part of the doin^iesitic esta
blishment of the Com^i^i^’y; and the Court of Dinectons were 

’ required, “ from time to time, to appoint a secret comm.ittee, 
■“ to consist of any number of the Court not exceeding three 

members.” In 1786, by the 26th Geo. Ill, , cap. 16, the 
. members of the committee were required to take an oath of se

crecy, and the parties who might be employed in transcrjibing or 
prepariing any secret despatch, were likewise to be sworn. The 
oath prescribed in 1786 was renewed in the sam-e terms in the 
act of 1793; but in 1813, by the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, sec. 
74, an addition is made to such oath, prohibiting the disclosure 
of all despatches received from India addressed to the Secret 
Committee, as well as those sent to Iqdia without authority 

' from
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from the Board of Goi^i^i^:s^i^<^n'ers for the Affairs of India. 
The despatches from India are to be sent by the Gove^rn^menls 
there to the Secret Committee, who are immediately to for
ward the same, or copies thereof, to the Board.

Two other secret committees are ordained by the by-laws; 
the one for selecting and settling all matters relating to signals, 
places of rendezvous, and convoys with the Adi^iirialty. It con
sists of the members of the Committee of Correspondence, 
and has already been noticed.

The other is the Secret Commercial Committee, first ap
pointed in 1815 under the by-laws. It • consists of five direc
tors, of whom the chairman and deputy are • to be two; the 
other three members are • chosen one from each of the Com
mittees of Correspondence, Buying and Wa^i’ehouses, and Ship
ping. It is nominated • for the purpose of carrying into effect 
such commercial objects under the instruction of the Court of 
Directors aS shall be of a nature to require secrecy; and the 
proceedings of the committee are to be reported to the Court 
whenever the same can be done with safety to the inIeresIs of 
the Company. Such report has been invariably made every 
year at the close of the direction in 'the month of April.

The CommiHee of 'By-L^aws is described under the head of 
“ By-Laws.”

Every report from the committees appointed by the Court 
of Dj^i^ectors,' to be valid, must be signed and laid before the 
Court of Dj^rectors within eight days from the date of its passing 
the commiHee.

The Committees of Baying and W'^an^e^houses and Shipping 
are required by the by-laws to report to the Court of Direc
tors, at least ten days before the ships are taken up, the quan
tity df tonnage necessary for the service of the current year; 
and the tonnage to be contracted for is • to be proportioned to 
such reports, provided the Court of Dj^rectors shall approve 
the S^me.    
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Board may send 
orders to the Se
cret Committee 
of Dii^ectors, 
who shall 
mit the same to 
India.

I..^W^S.

1698.
Charter, 
Wtn. 3.

1793.
33 Geo.- 3, 

c. .562, 
§ ■ 19.

' LAW^SL ‘
Business may (1) Provided nevertheless, that all matters and things 

be dotie by sub^- which the said Directors, or the major part of them, 
committees. shall in manner as aforesaid prder and direct to be
done by sub-committees, or other persons appointed under tliem, 
shall and may, by virtue of such orders, be done by the said sub
committees, or otheij persons so appointed.

Secret' Committee originally es^ablisheti in 17!^^^.
(2) Provided also, and be it furtli^r enacted, tha^ if 

the Board of Commissioners shall ■ be of opinion that 
the subject matter of any of their deliberations con
cerning the levying war, or making peace, or - treating 
or negotiating with any o^ the native princes or states 
in India, intended to be communi^iated in orders to 

any of the governments or presidencies in India, shall be of a nature 
to require secrecy, it shall and may be lawful for the said Board to 
send their orders and instructions to the Secret Committee of the 
said Court of Directors, to be - appointed as is by this act directed, 
who shall thereupon, without disclosing the same, transmit their 
orders and despatches, according to the tenor of the said orders and 
insructions of the said Board, to the respective governments and 
presidencies in India; and that the said governments and presidencies 
shall be bound to pay a faithful obedience thereto, in like manner as 
if such orders and instructions had been seat to them by the said 
Court of Directors.
Directors ' to ap- (3) And be it further enacted, that the said Court of 
point a Secret Directors shall from time to time appoint a Secret 
shall take 'an Committee, to consist of any number not exceeding 
oath. three of the said Directors, for the particular purposes
in this act speciffi^d; which said Directors so appointed shall, before 
they or any o^ them shall act in the execution of the powers and 
trusts hereby reposed in them, take an oath.
Secret Coimmit- (4) And, that instead of the oath in the act of the

tee^ to- take the Parliament of Great-Britain of the thirty-third year o^ 
stead off”ibrmer bis present Majesty, required to- be taken by the se-' 
oath. veral Directors, who shall from time to time be ap
pointed a Secret Committee, they shall take an oath of the tenor 
fo^j^i^'^ii^jg; that is to say—

“ I, A. B., do swear, that I will, according to the - best of my 
skill and judgment, faithfully execute the several trusts and powers 
reposed in me as a member of the Secret Committee, appointed 
by the Court of Directors of the United Company Merchants
of England trading to the East -Indies; I will not disclose or make , 
known any - of the secret orders or instructions which shall be 
given, communicated or transmitted to the said commii;tee by the 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India, nor any despatches com- 

“ municated

1813.
5.3 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 74.
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1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 20.
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1813.
53 Geo.

c. 1:>5, 
§ 75.
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D^cspa^t^c^hes of 
the Secret Com
mittee to be pre
pared only by 
the Secretary or 
Examiner of In
dian Correspon
dence, who sliatl 
take an, oath of 
secrecy.

municated or transmitted to the said. commi^1;tee by any of the 
governments or presidencies in India, which relate to the levying 
of war or the making of peace, or treating or negociating with ' 
any of the native pr^inces or states of the East-Indies, oi: other 
parts within ' the lim^s of the said Company’s charter, save only to 
the other members of the said Secret Committee, or to the per
son or persons > who shall be duly nominated and employed in 
transcribing pr preparing the same respectively, unless I shall be 
authorized ' by . the said Commissioners to disclose and make known 
the same.’’—“ So help me God.”
Which said oath shall and may be administsrsd by the several and

respective members of the said Secret Committee to each other; 
and, being so by them. taken and subscribed, the same shall be 
recorded by the secretary of the said Court of Directors for the 
time being amongst the acts of the said Court.

(5) And be it further enacted, that the said Secret 
Committee, in the execution of their said powers and 
trusts, shall f^nd it necessary to employ any person in 
transcribing or preparing anjf secret despatches, orders, 
or instructions required to be transmitted by them to 
India under the direction of this act, the said des
patches, . orders, and instructions shall be transcribed 
and prepared either by the se^^etary of the Court of
Directors for the time . being, or by the ofiSi^ier called the examiner of 
Indian correspondence ■ for the time being, and by no other person or 
persons, unless with the approbation and consent of the said hoard of 
commissioners for the affairs of India, for that purpose first had and 
obtai^c^e!; and that as well the said secretary and examiner as every 
other person who shall be intrusted with the transcribing or pre
paring any of ' such despatches, orders, or instructions, shall, before 
they respectively enter upon that duty, take and subscribe, before any 
of the members of the said secret committee, an oath of secrecy as 
near unto the tenor and form of the oath hsrsinbsfore provided and 
directed to be taken by the members of the said Secret Committee as 
the case will admii; and the members of the said committss, or any two 
of them, are hereby authorized and required to frame and administer 
such O^a^h accordingly, and to attest the taking and subscribing the 
same by the said secretary and examiner, and all other persons . who 
shall be employed by them as aforesaid, and to cause the same to be 
recorded amongst the acts of the said Court of Directors.

(6) And be it further enacted, that the secretary of
the said Court of Directors, or the examiner Indian
correspondence, or any other person employed by the 
Secret Commiittee, in preparing or transcribing any 
secret despatches, orders, or instructions, required to 
be transmitted by them to India, under the direction of
the said act of Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of

his

New oath of 
secrecy to be 
taken by Persons 
employed in pre
paring - or trans
cribing secret 
des^iatches.

    
 



CQMMI'TTEES^. lyj

his Majesty’s ' reign, or any secret despatches received from the 
goveirnments or presidencies in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, 
shall, before they respectively enter upon that duty, take and sub
scribe, before any of the members of the said Secret Commiittee, an 
oath of secresy, as near unto the tenor and form the oath herein
before provided and directed to be taken by the members the - said 
Secret Committee, as the ease will admit, in such manner as by the 
same act of the thirty-third ' year of his present Majesty is required in 
r^^s^r^d to the oath thereby directed to be taken by persons employed 
in preparing and transcribing secret despatches intended to be sent to 
Indii^w

pI^esidencies in 
India may send 

despj^tt^c^c^ to the 
secret Com.nit- 
tee, wlio shall 
deliver them to 
tile iioard.

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 75.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52. 
§ 22.

(7) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
when any of the 'governments or presidencies in ■ India 
ijl^ali jje of opinion that any of their -despatches to 
tireat Britain, concerning the government of the said 
territories and acquisitions, or the levying war, or mak
ing peace, ot negociations or treaties with any of the

native princes or states of India, shall be of a nature to require the 
same to be kept secret, it shall be lawful for the said governments or 
presidencies respectively to address their despatches 'requiring such 
secrecy, under cover, sealed with their seals, unto the said Secret 
Committee of Directors of the said Company, for the inspection of 
such committee, and that immediately upon the arrival of such des
patches so addressed, the said Secret Committee of Directors shall 
deliver the same or copies thereof to the said Board.
Secret Commit

tee not to dis
close despatches 
sent from - t^ 
prnsidencies re
lative to war, 
peace, or nego., 
tiations, until 
authorized by 
the Board of 
Commissioners.

(8) And I)e it further tjn^^c^eicl, i^iat from a^nd a^fter 
the passing of this act, where any of the governments 
or presidencies in the East-^n^c^ies, or parts aforesaid 
shall, under the provisions of the said first-mentioned 
act of the thirty-third year of his present Majesty, 
address any despatches to the Secret Commii;tee of 
Directors of the said United Company, for the in
spection of such commiit^i^ie; the said Secret Com
mittee of Directors shall not disclose- or make known 

the - contents of any such despatches which lelate - to the levying of 
war or the making of peace, or treating or'ne^gotiating with any of 
the native princes or states of the East-I^n^tlies,, or other parts witliin - 
the limits of the said Company’s cbarter, until they shall be autho
rized by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India - so to do.

1813.
5.3 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§73.

Elections of 
committees by 
ballot, in the 
general court,

BY-LAWS^.
Election of Committees in General Court,

That in all elections of committees made by bal- -'c. 7, § 9. 
lot in a general court, the same method (so near as the 
case will admit) shall be observed ; under such penal- 

o ties
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c. 5, § 3.

c. 5, § 5.

c. 4, § 1.

*

c .5, § J.
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ties as are before prescribed, concerning the election 
of directors.—{Vide Cour^ of Direcl^ors.)

to be managed 
conformably to 
the election of 
Diiec^ors.

P^o^wers of the 
Committee of 
Secrecy.

Secret Co^nmittee for Signals, 8'<c-
That a Committee of Oecrecy, besides the Oecret 

Committee authorized by the act of the 33d Geo. Ill, 
cap. 52, be annually appointed by the Court of Direc
tors ; and that the only subjects of reference to the said Committee of
Oecrecy shall be the soliciting and settling of all matters relative to 
signals, places of rendezvous, and convoys with the Admiralty.

Secret Commeirci.al Committee.
That the Court of Directors be empowered, so 

often as it shall appear to them to be necessary, to ap
point a committee, to consist of five directors', of whom 
the chairman and deputy are to be two, for carrying 
into effect such commercial objects, under the instruc
tion of the Court of Directors, as shall be of a nature 
to require secr^t^jy; . and that the committee so appoint
ed, shall report their proceedings to the court, when
ever the same, in their judgment, can be done ■ with safety to the inte
rests of-the Company, and within the period to n^f^hch the duration of 
such committee shall be limited.

Court of Direc
tors may appoint 
a secret commit
tee for commer
cial objects, who 
are to report their 
proceedings to 
the co^rt when 
the same can be 
done with safety.

Reports to be laid before Court within eight days.
That the report of every committee appointed by Report of com- 

the Court of Directors, shall be signed and laid be- J^JiiXtefore ftie 

fore a Court of Directors within eight days. Court of Direc
tors within eight days.

Tonnage fur the season to be reported.
That the Commi^itee of Buying and Warehouses 

and Committee of Ohipping shall report to the Court 
of Directors, at least ten days before the ships are 
taken up, the quantity of tonnage necessary for the ’ 
service of the current year; and that th^. tonnage to
be contracted for shall be proportioned to those reports, provided the 
Court of Directors shall approve the same.

Treaswry Committee not to have unlimited vote of credit, and not to con
sist of less than three Members.

That no unlimited vote of credit shall be given by 
the Court of Directors to the Committee of Treasury 
on the Company’s account.

Reports from 
committees to 
be made to the 
Court of Direc
tors of the ton
nage wanted for 
the current yem.

That the quorum of the Committee of Treasury 
shall never consist of less than three Directors.

No unlimited 
vote of a«*t to 
be given to the* 
Commitl^ee of 
Treasury.

Three to be a 
quorum of the 
Committee of 
Treasury.
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COURT OF DIRECTORS.

Under the charter granted by Queen Elizabeth in 1600, 
it was ordained that a governor and twenty-four committees, 
as the members were then designated, should be chosen annu
ally for the management of all the affairs of “ the Governor 
“ and Company of Merchants of London trading to the East- 
“ Indies,” 'which was their corporate name. It was likewise 
provided that a deputy-governor should be elected in 'a gene
ral court. .

In 1698 -the new company was incorporated, under the deno
mination of the English East-India Company, by King W^i^lliam. 
III. In the choice of goveri^i^ir. and committees, the same 

, system was observed by the English Company as that which 
had been established by the old or London Company. The 
London Company’s exclusive privileges of trade 'were to cease 
in 1701; so far, however, from being intimidated by the powers 
vested in the English Company, they determined to continue 
to trade on such portion of that company’s stock for which 
they had subscribed, and thus retain the rights and privileges 
which they had acquired. The English Company, after having 
made three advances in payment of their subscriptions, found 
their stock depressed in price, and the public opinion of their 
credit beginning to waver, and they accordingly made the first 
overtures to the London Company for a coalition. Fruitless 
negociations were carried on for some time, during which in
telligence was received by the London Company of the alarm 
which their foreign settlements had taken, on hearing of the 
establishment of the English Company. They ' immediately ad
dressed their agents abroad, urging them not to be dismayed 
at what the committees described “ as a blustering storm, 

which was so far from tearing them up, -that it only a little 
shook the roots, and made them thereby take the better 
hold, and grow the firmer and flourish the faster.”

o Uj^on

    
 



COURT pF DIRECTORS.196

Upon tile petition . of the London Company to be continued 
a corporation, a bill passed Parliament in February 1699, and, 
as was then 'the custom on private bills, the parties prayed 
permission to attend ■ the King, to entreat that his Majesty 
Would -be-graciously pleased to give it his royal assent. Per
mission having been given to the London Company to attend 
his Majesty, the governor and committees, with about one 
hundred proprietors, accompanied by the lord mayor, sheriffs, 
and six of the aldermen of London, obtained an audience of 
his Majesty at Kensington, on the 8th March 1699, at, which 
the King was pleased to assure them of his favour and pro
tection, and recomgi^i^nded an union of the two companies to 
their serious consideration, as it was his opinion that it would 
be most for the interest of the India trade. In July , 1702, 
after much preliminary discussion, an Indenture Tripartite was 
passed under the great seal. It was described as the Chakter 
of Union, and took effect in 1708, until which period it was 
agreed that a court of managers should be appoint
ed, twelve to be chosen from each company for carrying on the 
trade. The charter of the English Company was to be con
sidered the charter of both, and the name of the company in 
future was to be the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, whose affairs were to 
be - conducted by their own directors, agreeably to the charter 
granted in pursuance of the 10th of King Wi^]^l^i^a^m. In 1708, 
under the award of the Lord High Tre^asurer, Lord Godolphin, 
the union was completed; and, on the 25th March 1709, the 
first general court of the United Company was held.

On the 15th April 1709, the first twenty-four directors were 
elected, and on the 21st of that month the several committees 
were appointed in the Court of D^i^r^e^t^t^^rs. It appears to have 
been the custom for the directors severally to take the chair 
for a week -each. In 1713, it was recommended -in a report 

Jf^r^in the Committee of By-L^aws, that the year should be 
divided into four periods, each period to consist of three 
months, and that for each three months a chairman and deputy 
should be chosen.

At a General Court, on the 5th March 1714, a resolution
was'
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was movetl and adopted, that when the directors were annually 
chosen, the court, at their first iheeting, should elects- out of 
themselves two persons, the one to he chairman, the other 
deputy chairman for the whole year. On • the 14th April fol
lowing, being the first court day after the election, a chairman 
and deputy-chairman were chosen by th$ ballot, which • .course 
is now prescribed by the by-laws. From that time tw^-nty-four 
directors were elected • annutilhs and a chairman • and deputy 
chosen at the first court after the electii^n; at which court the 
committees were also nominated. ' '

In March 1733, a proposition was submitted to .the General 
Court for precluding any director, should he' be elected four 
years successively, from falling the ■ offices of chairman and 
deputy-chairman more than once during the said term: it was 
neg^atived. In June 1734, a by-law was enacted, by which no 
proprietor, after he had served as a director for four years, 
could be re-elected until he should have been one year out 
of the direction.

This regulation was incorporated in the act of the 13th Geo. 177;!. 
Ill, cap. 63, .commonly called the Regulating’Act, which was 
the first legislative provision passed for the general government 
of the Company’s affairs subsequent to the charter of King 
Will^iam, with the exception of the enactments as to the decla
ration of dividends and the commencement and termination 
of a ballot. '

• The qualifications for a director, and the laws applicable 
to directors individually, will be first briefly ’ noticed, after 
which the constitution of the Court of Directors, as a • body, 
and the ’ laws by which their proceedings are governed.

By the charter of King Will^iam, the directors are to be 
elected from the body of proprietors, and no proprietor isf 
capable of being chosen a director, who shall not at the time 
of such choice be a natural-born subject of England, or natu
ralized, and have in his own right ’and for his own use two’ . 
thousand pounds or more stock. Neither can he continue to 
be a director longer than he ’ is in possession of such stock ’ J it 
is not necessary (as in the case of voting) that he should have 
possessed the stock for any prescribed time to make him . eligi
ble for the direction.

Wi^t^hino 3
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Wit^hin ten days after his election, he is required to take an 
oath before the Lord High Chancellor, or Keeper of the Great 
Seal, or the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or Chief Baion of 
the Exchequer, or before any two or more of the D)ix^€^c^t^c^rs : ' if 
he shall not take such oath within the prescribed period of ten 
days his election is to become void. ’

A director is liable to be displaced by the proceedings of 
two General Courts; at the first of which the grounds for the 
motion of removal are to be brought forward; and at the 
second the question is to be decided by the votes of the pro
prietors then present.

A director of the East-India Company is not to be a diree- 
tor of the Bank or South Sea Company at the same time.

No person having been in ol^ce in India is capable of being 
chosen a director until he shall have returned to and been 
resident in England two years. It is likewise prescribed by 
the by-laws, that any person being elected a direptor within 
two years after holding any maritime ofi^ce in the service of 
the Company is liable to be removed.

No director is to have any dealings with the Company, ex
cept at their public sales, neither is he to vote on a lot of goods 
wherein he may be concerned. A director is not to take any 
fee or reward, directly or indirectly, upon any account what
soever, relating to the business or affairs of the Company, 
under pain of removal. When a director goes beyond sea, he 
is required to make a report thereojf to the Court of Direc
tors ; and should he continue beyond sea twelve months, he is 
liable to be removed from his offii^tj; also, if he shall hold any 
olBice or place of emolument under the crown. No director is 
to trade to or from India otherwise than in tlie joint stock of. 
the Company, or transact any kind of business for persons resi
dent ill India, for any gain , or emolument whatever.

The origin of the Company’s designation as the United 
Company, the qualification for a Director, and the laws 
affecting Directors having been . pointed out, the const^l^ul^ion 
of the Court of Directors will 'now be noticed.

There are twenty-four directors, six of whom are elected 
annually, in the room of six, who, having served four years, 
retire, and are not eligible to be re-elected till they have been 
one year out of the direction. By
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By the act of the I3th Geo. Ill, it was provided, instead of 

electing twenty-four Di^rectors each year, that^ at the first 
annual election after the passing of that ■ act, six D^i^i^ectors 
should be chosen for four, six for three, six for two years, 
and six for one year;' and that, at each subse'quent annual 
election, six D^j^r^e^ctors should be elected for four years, in the 
room of six who were to vacate their seats.* It appearing 
that, in the year 1177) the election would fall on Sunday tbe 
13th of April, counsel’s opinion was taken whether it- could not 
be deferred till the Monday follow^i^ng; it however appeared 
that under the act it was imperative the election should take 
place on the Sunday. The 17th’ Geo. Ill, cap. 8, was ac
cordingly passed, fixing We^c^^es^day, the 16th of April 1777, 
for the day of election, in the room of Sunday the 13th; 
and providing that for the future the general election should 
take place on the second We^dnesday in the month of April in 
every year. ’

The twenty-four Directors so elected, having taken the 
prescribed oath, when assembled are designated by the charter 
of King Will^iam, A Court of Directors, which Diirectors or 
any thirteen of them are competent to order, manage, and’ 
direct die affairs of the Company, according to the acts of Par
liament and by-laws which may from time to time be passed 
for their government and direction. It is ordained by the 
by-laws, that in the first C^urt of Diirectors which is held 
after the annual election, a chairman and deputy-chairman 
are to be chosen by the ballot. It is likewise ordained by the 
by-laws, that a Court of Diirectors shall be held once in every 
week. A Court constituted in the manner before mentioned 
is the executive body of the East-India flompany, and pos
sesses full power and authority to direct all matters con
nected with the affairs of India, both at home and abroad 
(excepting such as relate to the committees of secrecy) sub
ject to the parliamentary restrictions contained in the various 
acts which have been passed ' for the government of the Com

pany,

* In case of death, removal, or otherwise, the Director who may be elected on 
such vacancy is to be chosen to serve the remainder of the term for which the person 
who occasions the vacancy had to serve.

o 4
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pany, as well as to the powers of superintendence and control 
vested in the Board of Commissioners for the Affaii’s of India, 
and to the -concurrence 'and approbation on various points of 
the - General Court of Proprietors.
. Notwithstanding the restrictive authorities above adverted 
to, it - rests with the Court of Directors ta frame and - originate 
in the first instance 'despatches 'or -instructions to the govern
ments in - India. The Board of Commissioners have the power 
to call upon the Court of Directors to frame and transmit 
to them despatches oh any - subject connected with the civil or 
military government of - the territories and - acquisitions, or 
with the revenues ther'^r^f; - but it is with the Court of Direc
tors to cause such despatches to be framed in accordance with 
their view of the subject; such despatches, as well as all 

others relating to the abovementioned points, before they are 
sent to India, being subject to alteration by the Board, who are 
to return the said proposed drafts within two months after 
their receipt at the Board, and, if varied or altered, with - their 
reasons at large in respect thereof; against which -alterations 
power is reserved to the Court of - Directors to make such 
representations as they may see fit.

All orders, despatches, or instructions from the Court to 
their governments abroad (excepting always the secret com
mittees) must be signed by thirteen - or more Directors, -and 
any disobedience of such orders by their servants abroad is 
punishable as a misdemeanor. . , .

The Court have the power of nominating - to the - several 
governments in India. The appointments of governor-^gfjneral, 
and governors of the subordinate presidencies of Madras 
and Bombj^^; also those of commander in-chii^l' in India, pro
vincial commai^(deir--i^-^-^l^ii^:f in Bengal, and-commanders-in- 
chief' at Madras and Bombay, are subject - to. the approbation 
of his Majesty', to be signified under the sign-manual, coun
tersigned by the president of the Board. The absolute ap
pointment of members to council is vested^.in the- Court of 
Directors. If, however,, the Court neglect to appoint to any 
of the ■ abovementioned vacancies for two calendar months 
after such vacancy has been notified to theip, the-King may m 

appoint; and in the case of the party so appointed, the Court
' of
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of Directors do not possess the power of recall. In every 
other case, they are vested with the power of removing, 
dismissing, or recalling their servants. His Majesty, also, 
by sign manual, countersigned by the president - of the Board, 
may remove any officer or servant of the Company in India, 
provided a duplicate or copy of every such instrument is 
delivered or transmitted to the chairman or deputy chairman 
for the time being, within eight days after the same shall 
have been signed, to the intent that the Court of Directors 
shall be apprized thereof.

The Court may appoint provisional successors to cou^^ii; 
who are not to draw the allowances of the office till they shall 
have actually succeeded thereto. ’

The Court, with the approbation of the Board of Commis
sioners, are empowered to suspend the extraordinary powers 
of the governor-general to act upon his own responsibility; 
and to revive them again should they see fit.

All appointments of writers, cadets and ajssist^nt-surgeons, 
rest with the Court, - who are to be governed by the returns 
of vacancies transmitted home by the several governments 
abroad.

The Court can permit civil servants to return to ‘India, 
although they shall have been absent more than five years;

. provided such absence shall be proved, to the satisfaction of 
the Court, to have been occasioned by sickness; otherwise, 
their return must be sanctioned by a ballot' in General Court, 
in which three parts in four -^f the Proprietors voting must 
concur.

Any civil servant returning after five years’ absence, is only 
entitled to rank according to the period he shall have served 
in India at the time of his departure, taking -^uch rank imme
diately below those ' who shall have served a like length of 
time.

The Court, witti the approbation of the Board of Commis
sioners, may pertntt the return of military officers, after they 
shall have been •absent beyond' five years, provided they shall 
be satisfied that sickness, infirmity, or some inevitable accident, 
has caused such'absence.

Military officers, of the rank of general officer, -or colonel 
commanding
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commanding a regiment, or a lieutenant-colonel Cir^mfindant 
of a regiment, may be permitted by thg Court, with the ap
probation of the Boardj to return to India, although they may 
have been absent beyond five years, and such - absence not 
have been occasioned by sickness or infirmity. No restoration 
of servants, civil or military, who shall have been suspended or 
removed by- the governments abroad,, is valid or effectual 
without the approbation of th.e-'Board of Commis;^i(^i^<;r:^; nor 
is any action to be stayed or compounded by the 'Court with
out the consent' of the Board.

The Court may grant any gratuity not exceeding six hun
dred pounds, and maj^ make an addition of two hundred pounds 
per annum to any person’s salar;y'; but any gratuity * or increase 
of salary beyond such sums, are subject to the approbation of 
the General Court and of -the Board of Commissioners.

/ The Court are required to keep separate accounts of their- 
political and commercial affairs, and to lay a complete account 
of all, their affairs annually before Parliament. All accounts 
which are presented to Parliament by the Court of Directors 

, are to be laid before the General Court of Proprietors.
The Court of Directors are required by charter to summon 

and appoint four General Courts to be held; one in March, one 
in June, one in September, and one in December. If the Di
rectors fail in summoning such Courts, any three or more 
Directors riiay summon and call a General Court.

A director has the power of entering his dissent on the pro
ceedings of the Court of Directors to any measure, within 
fourteen days from the date on which such measure shall have 
been adopted or resolved on by the Court.

The foregoing statement gives a general view of the consti
tution and powers of the executive body of the East-India 
Company. To enumerate at any length the various duties which 
devolve upon the Court would extend this head too greatly. 
It may be suffici-ent to remark, that all papers, letters, memo
rials, and petitions, addressed to the Court of Directors, are 
read on the first Court day which is held after they ' have been 
received, and a decision is either immediately passed upon 
them by the Court, or they are referred to the respective 

com-
* Vide Gratuit^ies. Vide
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committees to examine report upon their contents for the 
fiinai decision df. the Court. All the voluminous records of the 
proceedings . of the governments abroad, and the despatches ' in 
the political, financial, revenue, judici^j^li military, public, 
separate, law, and ecclesiastical departments, come under the 
consideration and review of the Court, as ■ well as the replies 
and orders consequent thereon; It rests with the Court to 
confirm or revise all measures of the several committees, and 
to decide on the very numerous applications and appeals from 
the various servants and parties in . Europe, as well as corres
ponding with the several public departments of his Majesty's 
government. It may also be observed, that as the Court of 
Directors are the executive body of the East-India Company, 
so the chairman and deputy chairman are the organs the 
Court. All subjects are brought forward by them; all com
munications requiring personal intercourse with his Majesty’s 
ministers and the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India are conducted by them, excepting in cases where it has 
been deemed expedient to form a deputation, by aissociating 
other members of the Court with the chaii^s; hence it will be 
apparent that the duties of the Court of Directors form in -the 
whole an aggregate so various and important, as to demand the 
unceasing attention of the Chairs, and the aid and counsel of 
the Court and of the Committees. • -

The twei^ity- 
four Directors or 
any thirteen to 
be a couil. •

LAWS.
Number Of Directors.

(1) And for the better ordering, managing, and 
r governing the affairs of the same Company, and for 
’’ the making and establishing a continual succession of 
‘ persons to be the directors of the same, we do,, by 

these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, grant unto the 
said body politic, so called. The English Company trading to the 
East-Indies, and to their successors, and do hereby ordain and ap- 

• point that the^^ shall be, from time to time, for ever (o^ the mem
bers of the said Company) twenty-four directors of and in. the same 
Company,, which directors, or any thirteen or more of them, shall 
be and be called a Court of the Directors, for the ordering, 
managing, and directing the affairs of the same - Company, and corpo
ration, and shall have such powers and - pri^iii^{;es as are' hereinafter 
mentioned. .

Thirteen

Charter 
Wm. 3d.
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a
LAW^S.

1698.
Cii^rter 

• Wm. 3d.

Ibid.

, , Thirteen D^i^t^ectors to a Courti.
. (2) And foe ehe bettee oedeeing and managing* of ehe 
affaies' of ehe same Company, we do by these peesents 
foe .us, oue heies and successoes, geant, and we do by 
these presents will, authoeise, and appoint, that the said ■ accordingjo
dieectoes, toe the • time being, of any thieteen- oe moee anti where' they 
o^ them, shall and may feom time to time, and at all aec wanting, ■ 
convenient times, assemble and meet togetheF at an^' bUshiee” "of the 
convenient place of places foe the dieection and manage- As
ment of the affairs and business of the same Company, 
and then and there to hold courts of the directors, foe
the purpose aforesaid, and summon General Courts, to meet as often 
as they shall see cau^e; and that the said dieectoes, oe the major part 
of them so assembled, shall and may act according to ' such by-laws, 
constitutions, orders, e^les, oe directions, as shall feom time to time 
be made and given unto them by the General Court of the said Com
pany ; and in all cases where such by-laws, constitutions, orders, rules, 
oe directions, by or feom the General Court shall be wanting, the said 
directors, .or the major part of them .so assembled, shall . and may direct 
and manage all the affaies and business of the same Company, in the 
dieection of all the voyages of oe foe the same Company, and the pro
vision of the shipping and merchandizes thereunto belonging, as also ■ 
the sale of the merchandizes, goods, and ■ other things returned in all 
or any the voyages or. ships of or for the same Company, and in the 
transacting and handling of all other m'atters and things touching and 
concerning the same Com^i^i^jr; and shall and may choose and appoint 
the agents or servants which shall from time to time be necessary, to 
be employed therein, and to allow and pay reasonable salaries and 
allowances to the said agents and servants respectively, and them, or 
any .of them, from time to time, to remove or displace as they shall 
see cause, and generally to act and do in all matters and things whiat- 
soever, which by the said recited act of Parliament shall or may be 
done, and in all matters . and things whatsoever, which they shall judge 
necessary for the well . ordering and managing of the same Company 
and thie affairs. then^t^f; and to do, enjoy, perform, and execute all the 
powers, authorities, priviieges, acts, and things in relation to the said 
Company as fully, to all ' intents and purposes, as if the same were done 
by the whiole Company, or by a General Court of the sam^; subj^'tt. 
nevertheless to such restrictions, limitations, rules, or appointments as 
are contained in the said recited act Parliament, or in these pre
sents in' that behalf. .

* Qualification. '
» (3) Provided also, and we do hereby, for us, our

heirs and successors, constitute, ordain, and appoint, 
that no person shall be capable of being chosen a di

. rector of the said Company, who shall not, at the time 
of suchi choice, be a natural-born subject of England,

The Dii^ectoi^s, 
or ino tliioteeu 
way hold courts, 
&c., and shal 
the by-laws ;

' Ko person to be 
a ‘director, -but 
wbohad £a , OW 
stock in his own 
right, nor to con- 
tinuelonger^h^iu

or
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or naturalized, and shall not also then have in his own 
name, or in his own right, and for his- own use,' two 

thousand pounds or more, in the said stock; and that no director-or 
directors shall continue in his or their respective of^ces longer than 
the continuance of such their respective interests and stocks, ,in ' their 
own names and rights, and to their own uses respectively ; 'but upon 
parting with; or reducing his or their respective shares or interest in 
the said stock, to any lesser sura or sums than . as aforesaid, the said 
respective oSSces or places of such director ' pr directors so parting 
with, reducing, or diminishing their said shares or interest as aforesaid; 
shall cease, determine, and ' become vacant, and others shall be chosen 
in their room by a General Cour^ of the same Company.

Not to ben Directror O the Bank or South Sea Companiy. .
None may be 

governor, &c. of 
the Bank and 
East^lndia 
Company at the 
same time.

lie keeps the 
same. LAWS.

J6i)8.

Wm. ;?d.

1708.
9 Anne, 

c. 7, 
§ 11.

(4) And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that in all future elections of Governor, Deputy-Go
vernor, or Directors of the respective corporations of 
the Bank of England, and of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, all

and every person or persons who shall be elected Governor, Deputy
Governor, or Director of the Bank of England shall, during the year 
for which he or they shall be elected, be incapable of being chosen 
director or directors for the management of the affairs of the ' said 
United Company, and all and every person or persons w'lio shall be 
elected director or directors of the said United Company, shall, during 
the year for which he or they shall be so elected, be incapable of 
being chosen a governor or deputy-governor, or director or directors 
of the Bank of England. - •

How to he elected.
(5) And whereas the electing and choosing of Di- 

ri^ctors of the said United Company, every year, in 
such manner as at present prescribed by charter, has 
not answered the good purposes intended thereby, 
but, on the contrary, by limiting the duration of their

office to so short a time, evidently tends to weaken the authority 
of the Court Directors, and to produce instability in the councils 
and measures of the said Compai^^; may .it therefore please your 
Majesty that it may be enacted, • and be it enacted by the • King’s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and _ consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that at the next ensuing 
general election of' directors Of the said United Company, instead of 
an election of twenty-four Directors - to ser^e for the space of one year " 
only, there shall be •chosen, in such manner and order as the directors 

. of the said United Company for the time being shall' appoint, six 
directors expressly for the term of one yeair;' and six other directors

■ for

By U Gvo. 3, 
c. 8, the annual 
eiection is "xed 
for the second 
Wednesday in 
April.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63,
§1-
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I-AWS.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63,
I 1.

1777.
17 Geo.

c. 8.
3,

for the term of two years, and six other directors for the term of three 
years, and- the remaining six directors for the term of four years, and 
not other^i^; and from thenceforth yearly and every year.; and at 
the expiration of each and every of the said terms respectively, six new 
directors, . and no -more, - slrall be chosen, from time to time, in the 
place of such directors whose term shall have expired, and who are 
hereby declared incapable of being then re-cht^i^i^n; . and at every 
subsequent election, during the continuance of the charter o^ the said 
United Company, six new directors shall be chosen, and shall con
tinue to be -directors for the term of four years, and no longer, to be 
accounted from the day .on which the election of such directors was 
respectively ma^^; and in case the office and authority of any such 
director shall become void by death, removal, or otherwise, another 
shall be chosen from time to time, in his place, to serve as a director 
during the remainder of such term for which the person whose office 
shall have become void was chosen,. and no longer.

Election, when to take place.
(6) And whereas there is ilot any provision ip the 

said act for the making an election of directors of the 
said United Company at any other time than on the 
exact day when the term ofthe former elections expire: 
and whereas' the day of election of directors, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, 
according to the said recited act, will happen on Sun
day, the thirteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-seven ; but it . is highly improper that such election should be 
made on a Sunday, and it is expedient that the like impropriety should 
be prevented in future; be it therefore enacted by the King’s most 
e^^c^ellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by . the authority of the same, that, instead of the 
said general election of six directors of the said United Company, in 
the . said year one thousand seven 'hundred and seventy-seven, for the 
term of four years, being made on Sunday, the said thirteenth day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and, seventy-seven, the same 
election shall be made oh Wednesday, the sixteenth day of the same 
month of Aprii; and in respect to all future actual elections of Di
rectors of the said United Company, instead of the same being made 
•on the exact day o^ the expiration of the terra for which the former 
Directors were elected, in pursuance of the said recited act, such 
future annual general elections of Directors of the said United Com
pany shall be made on the second Wednesday in the month of April 
in every year.

Oath to be taken by a D^r^ector.
(7) And be it further enacted, that every person who shall here

after be elected a Director of the said Company shall, within ten
days

General elec
tion of Directors 
for 1777, to be 
on Wednesday, 
April 16 ; and 
all future annual 
elections on the 
second Wednes
day in April. -

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52 
§ 160.
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days next after his . election; . and before he shall take that office 
upon him (save only the- administering . the oath hereinafter men-, 
tinned, instead of the oath now prescribed to be taken by persons 33 Geo.” 3 
elected Directors of the said Company, take the following oath; c 52, 
that is to say)— , § 160-

“ I, A. B., do swear, that the sum of two thousand pounds, now 
standing in my name, o^ the stock of the United Company of Mer- , 
chants of England trading to the East-Indies, wheri^^if I am elected 
to be a director, doth at this time belong to me in my own right, 
and not in trust for any other person or persons whomsoever; 
and I do further swear, that in case I shall at any time - or times, 
whilst I shall continue to be a director the said Company, have 
any dealings or business with the said Company -upon my own ac- . 
count, separately or in conjunction with any other . person or persons, 
for or in respect buying for or selling to the said Company -any
bullion or other goods whatsoever, or in making any other bargain 
or contract whatsoever, by, to, or with the said Company, then and 
in every such case, previous to any treaty or negotiation upon such 
business or businesses, I will declare and record the same upon the 
proceedings of the court or committee where the same is to be trans
acted, and that I will withdraw from such court or committee 
during the discussion thereof, and will not return thereto, until 
after such business or businesses shall be decided upon : and I do 
further swear, that I am not di^^ctly or indirectly interested or con
cerned, as an owner or pait-ov^ner, of or in any ship or vessel which 
at this time is hired or freighted, or is expected to be hired or 
freighted to or for the use of the said Coi^j^i^jr; and that during 
the time I sha^l CJi^tt’nue to be a di^iector o^ the said Company, I 
will not become an owner or part-owner of any ship or vessel 
which is or shall -be so freighted, except such ships or shares of 
ships a^ shall come to me by bequest or marriage, or as next of kin 
of any person who shall d^e intestate, and that in all such cases I 
will forthwith give notice in writing to the Court of Directors of 
the said -Company of my being so inter^^t^^ri; and I do hereby ■ 
promise that I will sell and dispose of my interest in such shipping 
within twelve months next after my interest therein shall accrue, or 
in default theri^t^if shall and will vacate my place and office of a 
d^riector of the said Company - ; and further I do swear, that I will 
not, directly or indiri^ctly, accept or take any perquisite, emolument, 
fee, present, or reward, upon any account whatsoever, or a^y promise 
.or engagement for any perquisite, emolument, fee, present, or re
ward whatsoever, for of in respect of the appointment or nomina
tion of any person or persons to any place or office in the gift or 
appointment of the said Company, or of me as a director thereof, or 
for or on account of stationing or appointing the voyage or voyages 
of any ship or ships in the said Company's employ, or for or on 
account of, or any ways relating to, any other business . or - affairs of 

“ the
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LA>ye.

____ c
1793.

33 Geo. 3,
c. 63,

§ 100.

3,

“ the said Com^s^i^y’; and I do further swear, that I will be taithful 
“ to the sa.id Company, and, according to the best of my skill and 

understanding, give Uiy best advjiee, counsel, and assistance for the 
“ support ■ of the good government of the said Company, and during 
“ my continuance in the said Company will - not at any time or times 

•sl^ip, lade, send, direct,, or eause to be sent from England, or any 
other count^ry^* to the East-Indies, or otlior parts within the limits 
wherein the said Company may lawf^^ly trade by virtue of their- 
Charter of Incorporation, or bring from thence, - for my private ac
count, any goods, coins, or other merchandizes, contrary to an act 
of Parliament made in the fifty-third year of the reign of his 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled. An Act JOr continuing 
in the East-India. Com'pany ^^or a term, the possession of
the British territories im India, together with certain exclusive pri- 
viieges ^for establishing ff^riher Regulations ffor the Government of 
the said Territories, and the bef^^er Administrati^on (f Justice within 
the same, and _for Regulating the Trade to and ffri^m the places 
within ■ the limits the said Company. And I do further faithfully
promise and swear, that in the offi^ice of a director of the said" Com
pany, I will be indifferent and equal to all manner of persons, , 
and will in all things , faithfully and honestly demean mysi^Jif accord
ing to the best of my skill and understanding.”—“ So help me God.” 
Which said oath ' shall be signed by the person or persons taking the

same, and shall be administered by any two of the directors of the 
said Company, who also shall sign and attest the sat^^; and in case 
any person so to be elected a director of the said Company, shall 
refuse or neglect to take the said oath within the time aforesaid, his 
ofBice or place, as a director of the said Company, 'shall become void.

If h^ld ofp.ce in India, to be resident two years in England before
■ qualfied.
(8) And it is hereby further enacted, that no person or persons 

whatsoever, employed in any civil or military station, office, or capa
city whatsoever, in the East-Indies, or claiming or exercising any 
power, authority, or jurisdiction therein, shall be capable of being, 
appointed or chosen into the offiice of director until such person 
or persons, shall have returned to and been resident in England 
for the space of two ye^^i^; any law or usa^e to the contrary not
withstanding. ..

«

«
«

M773. 
13 Geo.

c. 63, 
§2.

3,

1793.
33 Geo. .3, 

c. .?2, 
§ 68 
^^07.

47 Geo. 3, 
c. 68, 

§ 8, IO.

Action. .
(9) Actions not to be stayed without consent of the Board.

Boinks in India.
(10) The government in India may establish banks therie; but the 

establishment of any such corporation shall not be valid or effectual, 
until they shall have received the approbation of the Court of Direc
tors, subjiset to the control of the Board of Commissioners ■ for the 
Affairs of India.—(Vide Banks, p. 56.)

colleges
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■ Golleges-and Sem^ntart/.

(11) Directors, with approbation of Board, to make rules and re- 
gulat^ions for their government.—{Vide Colleses.)

. Commanders-in-Chiefi
(12) The Court of Director.s may appoint the commander o^ the 

forces of the Company of the Bengal establishment to be a member 
of the council o^ Fort William, notwithstanding the ofhce of gover
nor-general and commaiu^i^i^-in-chii^]^’ be vested in the same person.

Copies of Minutes^_ and Proceedings ■ of Court:, and Despatches, to be 
sent to the Board Commi,ssioners.
(13) And be it further enacted, that the Court of 

Directors of the. said Company for the time being 
shall, and they ■ are hereby , required, from time to 
time^, to deliver tU' the Board of Commissioners for 
tie Affairs of India, copies ■ of all minutes, orders, 
resolutions, and proceedings of all Courts of Proprie
tors, general special, and of all Courts of Direc
tors, within eight 'days after the holding of such courts

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c* i 55, 
§44. 
1805.

45 Geo. .3, 
c. 36, § 1.

1793.
^3 3,

52, § 11.

Coi^i^t. of Direc
tors to deliver to 
the Board, co
pies of all pto- 
ceedings, and of 
despatches re- 
cei^^cl relatins 
to the civil or 
military govern
ment or ret^Ct 
nues.
respectively, and , also copies of all letters, advices, an^ despatches, 
which sliall at any time or times be received by the said Court of 
Directors, or any committi^t^' of directors, from the East-Indies, or 
from any other of their settlements or factories within the limits of 
their exclusive trade, or from.any of tlie ser^'ants of the said United 
Company, stationed at St. Helena, Bussora, Suez, Aleppo, or other 
parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to' or concerning the civil 
or military government, or the revenues of the said territories and ac
quisitions in India, immediately after the arrival and receipt thereof.
Court of Dit^ec- 

tors to deliver to 
the Board copies 
of all proceed
ings, and of des
patches received, 
reiafing to the 
ap^i^opriation of 
revenue and Imus (o invest- 
menis.
which shall at any time or times be received by the said Court of 
Directors or any Committee of Directors, from the East-Indies, or 
from any other of their settlements or factories within the limits 
of their charter, 'or frora*any of the servants . of the sait^‘'Untted 
Company stationed ' at St. Helena, ■ Bussora, Suez, Aleppo, or othei 
parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to or concerning the 
appropriation to any investment, or other commercial purposes, of 
any ' part of the reyen ues of the said territories or acqutsttions, ,or 
of any monies arising from any loan raised or to. be raised in the 
EasO-Indtes, or of any securities issued or to be issued by any of the

, . p governments

(14) And be it further enacted, that the • Court of 
Directors of the said Company shall, and they are 
hereby required from time to time to deliver to the 
said Board, copies of all minutes, orders, resolutions, 
and proceedings of all Courts of Proprietors, general 
or special, and of all Courts of Directors, within eight 
days after ‘ the boldinjg of such courts respecti^*^!!^; 
and also copies of all letters, advices, and despatt^ht^i^

18i3.
53 Geo. 3,' 

e. 155, 
§ 69.
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LAW?,

1793.33 Geo. 3, 
*. 52, § 12.

Orders relating 
to civil or mili
tary government 
Or reeemies, to 
be submitted to 
Oie consi deration 
of the Board, 
who may alter 
the same, &c.

Two months 
instead of 14 
days, and by 
assistant-se
cretary.

' 35 Geo. 3, 
c. 155,

§ 71, 72.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. .52, 
§13.

governments of the said Company, immediately after the arrival and 
r^^ctetpt tli(jreof. .

Despatches, Orders, and Instructions, anti Alterations b'y Board.
(15) And be it further enacted, that no orders or 

instructions wPateetr relating .to the civil or military 
government or teeenues of the said territorial acqui
sitions in India, shall be at any time sent or given 
to any of the governments or settlements in India, 
by the Court • of Directors of the said United Com
pany, or by any commit^^e of the said directors, until
the same shall have been submitted to the consideration of and 
approved by the said Board; and for that purpose that copies of all 
orders and instructions which the said Court of Directors, or any Com
mittee of the said directors, shall propose to be sent to India, shall be 
by them previously laid before the said Boarrl; and that within the 
space of two months after the receipt of such, proposed despatches, the 
said Board shall either return the same to the said Court of Directors or 
Committee of Dirtctots, with their approbation ther^i^if certified under 
the . hand of the chielf or assistant-secretary to the said Board, by the 
order of the said Board, or if the said Board shall disapprove, alter, 
or vary in substance any of such proposed orders or instructions, in 
every such case the said Board shall give to the sa^d directors in _ 
writing, under the hand of the chi^lf or assistant-secretary of the said ■ 
Board, by order of the said Board, their reasons at large in respect 
thereof, together w^th their instructions to the said directors in rela
tion thei^^e^t); and that the said directors shall, and they are hereby 
required forthwith to despatch and send the letters, orders, and instruc
tions, in the form approved by the said Board, to the proper .govern
ments or officers in India, or otpet limits, without futtPet delay, unless, 
on any representation made to them by the said dirtctors, the said 
Board shall order any alterations to be made tPet^tn; and that the ■ 
directors of the said Company, for the time being, shall, and are pereby 
required to pay • obedience to, and shall be governed and bound by, such 
orders and instructions as they shall, from time to time, receive from ■ 
the said Board . of Commissioners, touching or concerning the civil and 
military government of the said tertitoties and acquisitions, and the-, 
revenues of the same, according to the tenor and true int^t .of this act,-

(16) Provided always, and be it futtPer enacted, that Utr^ctots-
nothing Perein-containtd shall extend, or be construed make represen- 
to extend, to restrict or prohibit the said directors. )t^ettalfeXft 6? 
fro•m^txpt^ssing by representation in writing to the disapproved iry 
said Board, such remarks, observations, or explana- Board,

lions as shall occur, or they shall think fit, touching or concerning 
any letters, orders, or instructions, which shall have been varled in 
substance, or disapproved by the said Boanl; and that the.said 
Board shall, and they are .he^by .required, to take every such

. representation.

    
 



C^iURT OF Sll

representation, and the several matters therein contained or alleged, 
into their considert^tti^r^,' and to give such further orders or instruc
tions thereupon as they shall think fit and expedient i which orders 
or instructions shall be final and conclusive upon the said directors.
If tlie directors 

neglect to fnine 
despatches be
yond fourteen 
days after requi
sition, the Board 
may prepare in- 
St<u<f^ons, and 
the directors 
shall forirard 
flrem to Infdia. 
may be lawful to hhd for tbe I^iiid Board to prepare and send td 
the said directors (without whiting for the receipt of the copies ' of 
despatches intended to he sent by the said directors) any orders of 
instructions for any bf the governments or 'presidencies ho India, 
concerning the civil or military government o^ the said territories, 
or the revenues ther^t^f; and the said directors shall, and they afe 
hereby required to transmit despatches, accordinjg to the tenor of 
the said orders and instructions so transmitted to them by the said 
Board, unto the respective governments and ' in India,
unless, on any representation made by the said directors to the 
said Board, touching such orders or instructions, the said Board 
shall direct any alteration to he made in the same, which directions 
the said Court o^ Directors shall, in such case, be bound to con
form to.

Board to issue 
orders relative to 
the cn^iil ot n^ii^i- 
tary ' gov^^^ment, 
or the fevenues 
only; and if the 
dir^ectors thi'nlc 
they do not re
late to them, they 
may petition nis 

any ■ despatches proposed by the said Court of Directors as afor^- 
feetiil, which do not relate to the ' said gove^ment or revenues, and 
that if the said Board shall send any orders or instructions to the 
said Court of Directors, to be by them transmitted, which in th^' 
bpinion of the Said Court of Directors shall relate to points not 
connected with the said civil or military government or ' revenues, 
then and On any such occasion, it shall be lawful for the said Court 
of Directors to apply by petition to his Majesty in Council touching 
die same, and his Majesty tn CoWieil shall decide now far the same 
be or be not connected with the, C'vil or military government and 
revenues the said territories and pr'sseSsions in India, which decision 
shah be f^nal and conclusive.'

p &

L.tWS.
i;;)3.

33 Geo. 3, 
C. 52, § 13.

(17) And be it furtiler enacted, that whenever the §15.
Court o^ Directors of the sai'd United Company shall 
neglect to frame, and to transmit to the said Board 
despatches on any subject connected with the civil 
or military government of the *aid 'territories and 
acquisitions Or widh the revenires thereof, beyond 
the space ' of fourteen days, after requisition made 
to them by older the said Board, it shall and

(18) Provided alw’j^j's, and be it further enacted, § 16. 
that nothing ih this act contained shall extend, or be 
construed to extend, ho give to the said Board of 
Commissic^ne^i^s a^ny j)ow^(^r or riv^t^hc^T^ity t^o is^s^i^e or 
send toy orders or instructions, which do ' not relate 
tb points connected with the civil or military govem- 
tnent, or • of (^^e Prits^h l^(^^^il^c^ri<^s or p^c^i^-
ssssions in India, nor to expunge, vary,' or alter

Despatches
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’.1813.
53 Geo. 3, ' 

c. 155, '
§ 70.

No despatcbe^
to be sent to In> 
dm tiii appr(^^v(i

LAWS. ^e^s^pa^^ches and E^t^t^t^eedings as to appropriating Revenue ta
, investments. ■

. (19) And be it'fi^rther enac^i^i^,'that no ' orders .or jj„ despatchei 
'Instructliins whatever relating. to the appropriation to reKiive thereto 
‘■^ny- inVestment-or'other Comm^r^ii^I purpose whatso- dda'till'approvVi 
ever, -of any part of the. revenues of the said :territoriet by the Boardi.

' of' i^(^c^ulsltlOst in the East-Ihdies, or of.any monies
arising froni any loan, raised of to- be raised in the East-lndi'es^" or .^^ 
any -^t^curiities ' i^ssued of to be istued by any the - go.^«^immi^i^(^i^.;<^f 
the said Company, shall be at any time - sent or given to any'O' the 
governments or settlements in the East-Indies by the Court 'of Direc
tors - of ' the said United Company, or by any committee of the - said 
directors, until- the same shall - have been submitted to the, considera- 
't^ion of, and approved by the sai^ Bo^^d; and for that purj^ose, ,l^hat 

■‘copies of all orders and isstructlons which the said- Cour^ of Direc
tors, or any comnii^tee - of 'the said directors, shall propose to be sent 
to the East-Indies, shall be by them previously laid before the said 

' Bo^^rl; and that, after the receipt of such proposed despatches, the 
■ said Board ' shall, with all reasonable despatch, - not exceeding two 
-^o'nths, return the same to the said Court of Directors, or committee 
of directors, either with their approbation thereof, certified under, the 
hand of the chie^ or atsistast-secretary to the said Board . by the order 
of the said Board, or if the said Board shall disapprove, alter, ' or vary 
in substance any of s^^i proposed orders or instructioss,' in every 

, such case the said Board shall give to the said directors in ' writing 
under the hand of the chle^ or assistant-secretary of the said Board, 
by order of the said Board, their reasons at large in respect , thereof, 

' together with their instructioss -to the said directors in relation ther^^o;
and that the said directors -shall, and they are hereby required forth
with to despatch and send the letters, orders, and isstructions, in the 
form approved by the said -Board, to the proper government or officers 
in the East-Indiet, without further delay, unless, on any representa
tion made to them by the said directors, the said Board shall- order 
any alterations to be made therein; and that the said directors - shall 
and they -are hereby required to pay obedience to, and shall be governed 
and bound by, such orders and instructions as they shall from^ time to 
time receive from the' said Board of Commtssosness' toucbing.or con
cerning such appropriation, according' to the tenor and true - -intent of 
this' act.

M^13.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, ' 
.J!^5.

Duties in India.
(20) No duties imposed in India to be valid, till sanctioned by the 

directors and approved by the Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India. (Vide Duties and Customs^) . ~

E^ast-
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, East-l^nc^ia, Dock Co’mjpany.
Subsequent ap- ' (S!) Provided always, and be it '^i^E^t^ted, that 'in case 

l^cSD"i^inf!oors John Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Got-
iby the Direc- ton, and William Thornton,* or any of them, or any 

person or persons to be nominated or appointed in liis 
or. tlieir room or .^tt^^ad, as a director or directors of -t^he 
said East-Indi^.Dock- Company, shall die, .or - refuse to 
act in the execution- of this act, or shall cease to . be a' 
director rnr directors of the said East-India Company,

LAWS.

43 0«^.T, 
c. i^6, - 
$ IX.

S«6..

tors of the East- 
India Company) 
in the room of 
those who shell
die, refuse to 
act, or beo^me 
disqualified.

the space of .two succeeding years, then and in every ' such case ' 
the directors of the said East-India Company shall, and they are hereby ' 
required to nominate and appoint, in such manner as to them shall 
seem -right and proper, some other person or persons, -out of tho-Uirec- 

■' tors the said East-India Company, to be a director or directors of 
the 'said East-India- Dock Company, in the room or - stead of the direc
tor 'or directors of tlie said East-l^ndia Dock„Com.pany so dyii^j^,.re- 
fusifig -to act, or ceasing to be a director or directors of the said, East- 
India Company, for the space of. two yern^i^; and ever^^ person, so 
nominated and appointed shall have the like powers and authorities, 
and shall be subject to the like rules, regulations, and restrictions, 
as the person in whose room or stead he shall be so nominated and 
appointed. • ■,
No' other than (22) Provided also, and be it enacted, that no ship-

■ East-India ships, or vessel Ot^^r than and except ships and vessels which 
shall have immediately come from,' or shall be imme
diately bound to the East-Indies or China, and other 
-th^n lighters and craft, to convey, deliver, discharge, or 
receive gootis, wares, or merchandize, or any other 
matter or thing whatsoever to or from on board of any

and vessels to 
use tiie dwlis 
without the con
sent of the Court 
of D^i^ectors of 
the East-India 

, Company. '
such ships or vessels, or to be used in relation to the loading, unload
ing, or care of them in tlie said docks or basons, and other than and 
except ships, vessels, lighters, and craft bringing or carrying away 
materials, or any other matter or thing for the building,.alte^ration, or 
repairs of the said docks and basons, and the erections, buildings, and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, or to be used in or relating to 
t^he buildings, alterations, repairs, or cleansings of the. said docks- and 
•b^afsons, and their appurt^ienanices, shall at any time go - into- the said 
docks, or basons, or any- of the works belonging -thereto for any purpose 

’whatsoever, xitt^out ■ the consent inra^ir^^ing of the Ci^o^rt of- Directors of 
the said United Company f^or that purpose ff^i^st had and obtained t- and 
in case any ship or vessel, other than, and except as aforesaid, shall at 
any time go into any of the said docks, basons, or works without such 
consent -as aforesaid, every - person having the.' command-offdhy suqh J8*

' ' '' ■ • 1 p.'.S ' ' i-r'.i ship” •
• The pre^nt Dir^ectors are’-i-i- . - , i; ( , --^ ..

William As^ll, Esq^, 3I.P. Etlwtird Parry, Esq.
, Sweoy Toooe, Esq. Campbell Mai^oriba^ks, Esq.
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iA^WS. ship or V^i^isel, otlier than and except- as ahaei^iaid, or who shall autho-
1*8103* rise, peraiiti ©it suffer her to, go into, any of the-said docks, _ basons, o

4.3 'Geo.- a,- Qfh^y works, shall fo^' every such offence!, forfeit and pay the sum
Ci 42S.- ■
§66.i

1698.
Cli. Wm.

fifty pounds.
■ Gefieral Courts.

: (23)' Four Gene^i^al Courts.,. to be. summoned and appointed at least 
in every yeai'; whieri^c^f.one tb be in the month of December, another 
in March, another- in June. and another in September; and in failure 
of holding a General Court by fault of the majority of ' the Court of 
Directors, three or more . of . the, directors may cajl and summon a; 
General Court.

(24)' And moreover we do by these presents will,. direct, and,- 
appoint, that the said' dinsctors, or the major part them for' the 
time- being shall; -from time to time upon demand to be made by 
any nine or more of the said members^ having each j6)00 or more 
interest or ' share of the said stock,. within- ten days, after such demand, 
summon and call such General -Court, to be held of the members 
of the same. Company qualified for - electors.—^; Fide General Court of 
Proprietors.)

1813.
,53 Geo. 3, 

c. 1,515,
§ 8o;

1793.
33 Geo. 3,
c. 52, § 18.

1813.
53 Geo. 3. 

c. 155, 
§ 81.

1784.
24 Geo. 3, 

e. 25, § 64.

Gov^or-General.
' (25) To be appointed by' the Court of Directors, subj’ect to his 
Majesty’s approbation.

(26) Directors, with the -approbation the Board, may suspend the 
powers of the governor-general to act upon his own authority.—{Vide, 
Governor-General.) '

Gratuities.
(21} Provided also, and be it further enacted, that .it Gratuities, to be 

shall not be lawful for the Board of Commissioners, jireS^os &<■ 
to give or cause to 'be given any direction for the pay
ment -of any extraordinary allowance or gratuity from the said 'reve
nues 'to any person, on account of services performed in India, 
or on any other account whatever, to any greater amount, or tu 
any ' other person than shall be specified and contained in some des
patch proposed by the said Court of Directors to be sent to India, and 
transmitted by them to the said Board for their appri^l^t^tic^n; and that, 
in every case where any such diriections shall be so given, a distinct 
account of all such allowances or gratuities shall be added to the next 
list of establishments laid before Parliament by the said Court of 
Directors.

(28) The Company cannot charge themselves with any gratuity 
beyond £600, without the approbation of the Board of Commissioners 
for the Affairs o,f India.—(Vide Gratuities.)

Jr^ormation in Co^ni.^f King’s Bench.
(29) The Court of Directors, in the name of the Company, may 

exhibit informations ' in Court of King’s ' Bench against persons guilty 
of extortion.

King’s
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^ingg's Tr-oops,
(30) Payment for King’s ■ troops by the Coippany not' to ejected

20,000 men, unless greater number sent on the requisition o^ ■ the 
Company.—(^ide Military Forces.) ■ ‘

l^oans to Native
(31) From 'Deci 1, VJ97, no British subject to lend any money, qr 

be concerned in raising any for native princes, without consent off the 
Court of Directors or the Governor in Council; and any person doine 
so may be prosecuted for a misdemeanour—Security for ' money lent 
contrary hereto, to be void.

(32) On complaint to the governments in India, for acting contrary 
to this act, the case, to be laid before the law officers, whose report shall 
be transmitted to the, Court of Directors.—(Fide Loans and Interest 
on Loans in India.)

LA>VS.

18i3.
53 Geo. .3* 

' c. \5s;
§ 87.

l7i)3.’
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 142, 
§28 and29.

. Military stores 
to be ex

ported but with 
the Company's 
permission.

181:5.
53 Geo. S, 
e. 155, § 9.

Military Stores.
(33) Provided also, and be it further enacted^ that it 

shall not be lawful for any person or persons to .carry 
any military store? to any place upon the continent of 
Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Malacca, 
on the peninsula of Malacca inclusive, or in any island

under the government of the said Company, situate to the north of 
t^e equator, or to the said Company’s factory of Bencoolen, in the 
island of Sumatra, or its dependeI^(^iI^s; -save only the said United 
Company, or such as shall obtain their special leave and licence in 
writing, or a special leave and licence in writing under their authority, 
for that purpose.

Postage.
(34) The Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, the chair

man and deputy-chairman, and secretary and assistant-secretary, may 
receive and send letters and packets to and from ■ India, free of post
age, &c. -

(35) Commissioners for the Affairs of India and Chairman of the 
Company may also send and receive letters and packets free from 
postage.

(36) Directors may receive letters free of sea-postaj;e from India
by the ships of the Company. '

(37) Act not to extend to letters, &c. to and from China__ (Vide
Postage.) •

1819.
59 Geo- 3, 
c. Ill, 5 9.

§ 11.

§15.

§ 33.

Pri^!X-^(^n^ey.
(38) The prize-money in the hands of agents to be paid 'over to the 

East-India Company, and to be applied to Lord Clive’s Fund and 
Poplar Hospital.

(39) The Court of Directors empowered toj call for accounts on 
oath (Vide Rrii^e-MoBey.)

p 4 Resort

1821.

c. 61.
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Persons to India.
Wl£^I^<^£ts 'it is tiie' duty of this 'cbuhtty to -v^henthcCoirrt 

i-prt^orotf; the ’ interi^s^l^' atid happiness the native 'inha- of Directors re. 
of the British dominions in India; and such tOUse 'Pe‘'m“'ssion 

measures ought to be ado})ted as may tend to the 
'kit^roduction among them of useful knowledge, and of 
Tejligious and tttorjal inipi^c^’^ennent; and in furtherance of 
•the^i above objects, suificient facilities ought to be 
^^ffoi^c^(3d by law to persons desirous of going to and 
R^i^fiining- in ' India, for the purpose of accomplishing 

-those'hmsevolent designs, so ' as the authority oT the 
ducal go^v^^^tnents -resp^e^t^ing' the' intercourse of Eu- 

tyith the ' interior of the country ■ be pnesen^ed, ■

(?•? Cf o. 3, 
' ai h65,- > 

§ 33. to any ' persons to 
pi^oceeq to the 
East-Indie-s the 
a{>piication&io be 
transmilted.to . 
Board, who may 

c^ert^ificates 
to be "ranted by 
the dir^ectors, 
authorizing such 
persons to pro
ceed to any of 

„ . the principal se^-
hnd the principles of the British • government, on ' which demepi?.
the' natives of India have hitherto relied for the free exercise of 

•their'i^eligion, be inviolably maintained; and whereas it is expedient 
to n^aatis provisions for gnaptipg permission to persons desirous of 
going to 'and remaining in •India for the above purpt^!^^,-and also tj 
persons desirous' of going to and remaipipg 'there for ' otlier lawful pur
poses ;• be it therefore enacted, that when and as often as any appli
cation shall be made to the said Court of Directors for or on behai^^’ of 

,'any person or •persons desirous of proceeding to the East-Indies for 
l permission so to do, the said Coui^tt.s^hall, unless they shall think 
fit to comply therewith, transmit every such application within 'one 
month from the receipt t'her^^of to the said 'Board of Commissioners 

, for the Affairs of Ind^ia; and in case the said Commissioners shall not 
see any sufhijient objection thereto, it shall and may be lawful for the 
said Commissioners to direct that such person or persons shall, at 'his or 
their own special charge, be permitted to proceed to any of the said 
principal settlements of the said Company, and that such person ' or 
persons shall be futpishl^^.by the said Court of Diteciors with a certi
ficate' or certificates, according to such form^as the said Commissioners 
shall prescribe, signifying that such person or persons hath or have so 
proceeded with the cognizance and under the sanction of the said Court 
oii Ditectors ; and that all such certificates shall entitle the persons 
obtaining the same, so long as they shall properly conduct themselves, 

, to the countenance and protection of the several governments of the 
said Company in the East-Indies and parts aforesaid, in their respective 
pursuits, subject to all such provisions and restrictions as, are now in 

j force, or may hereafter be judged necessary, with regard to perspns 
residing in India. .

§34. ,(41) Provided always, that nothing herein contained Directors may
shall extend or be construed to extend, to restrict of make represen- 
prohibit' the said Court of Directors from' offeripg t^ Board ■ 
such representatiops to the said Board of 'Corimis-

■ sioners resp^ctipg persons so applying for 'permission to ' prodeed id the 
' Easfgndies/ga the ■saitl Court of Directors 'riay it any time thinl^ fit.

. Salaries

Directors may

tationst^^^^reon to
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Board not tod i- 
Vrct the increase 
rtf established sa. 
larics, unless pro
posed rte Di
rectors, and laid 
before Parlia
ment.

Salaries and Establishments.
(42) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 

it shall not be lawful for the Board of Commissioners 
to give or cause to be given any directions, ordering 
or authorizing, by any despatches to be sent to India, 
the increase of the established salaries, allowances, or 
emoluments of any governor-general, governor, or presi
dent, or member of council, of any of the presidencies

and settlements there, or of an'y other officer in the service of the said 
Company, beyond ■ the amount to which the same now stands ^xed by 
the orders which have been sent to India,, unless such increase shall be 
specified and contained in 'some despatch proposed by the said Court 
■o Directors to be 'sent to India, and transmitted by them to the said 
Board for their approbation, and unless an account of the actual sala- 

Ties, allowances, and emoluments of such governor-general, governor, 
or president, or member of council, or other of^cer respectively, and 
of the increase proposed to be made therein, with the reasons for 

j such increase, shall have been laid before both houses of Parliament 
thirty days before such despatch shall be sent.
No grant ^^' {43) And whereas,' for protecting the funds of the 

new said Company during their further term in the said
be good, unless exclusive trade from being burthened with any improper 
confrmed by the charges, it is et;piedient that the said Company should 
Board.

granting pensions or increasing the salaries of their oflfcers and 
servants, or creating hew establishi^^i^ts;; be it further enacted, that 
no grant or resolution of the said Company, or their Court of Direc
tors, to be mad'e after the passing of this act, and during the conti
nuance of tlieir right in the said exclusive trade, whereby the said 
funds may become chargeable with any new salary or increase of 
salary, or any new or additional establishment of officers or servants, 
or any new pension, of increase of pension, to any one person, exceed
ing two hundred pounds pet annum, shall be available in law, unless 
such grant or resolution shall be approved and confirmed by the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, attested under the hand of 
the president of the said Board.—(Vide Pensions and Salaries.)

Sercants, Civil and Military.
(44) His Majesty, by sign-manual, countersigned by the President 

of the Board, may remove any of^cer or servant of the Company in 
India. The right of recall and removal reserved to the Court of 
Directors.

(45) The Company not to release sentences or restore servants 
dismissed by sentences.

(45) No person uuder the degree of a member of council or .com- 
thander-in-chief, who shall not return to India within- five years from 

his

{43) And whereas,' for protecting the funds of the

charges, it is et;piedient that the said COmpany should 
be put under reasonable limitations in respect to the

I^A^MiS.

1793. 
,33 Geo. .3, 
c. .52, § 17.

S125. .

J35.

$ 69.

§ 70.

z

    
 



LAWS.

1811.
61 Geo. 3, 
c. 1^, § 4.

1813.
53 Geo. 3) 

c. 155, 
§83.
§^4.

1818.
58 Geo. 3, 

c33.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155,
§.39,

2.1.8 eoytl^T O? DIRECTORS.

his leave to depart, shall be entitled to- rank, &c., except as herein 
prqvided, .

,(47) The . East-India Comp,any inay restore to their- service . military 
. officers, removed therefrom by sentences, of courts-martial. With 

consent of the Board of Com.mi^ssioners.
■ (48) The restoration of servants, civil and military, suspended or
Ri^ov^d by the governm^i^lts abroad, not tp he valid without consent 
of the Board,

(49.) Of^cera of the rank of a gem^i^ad. ofhcer, colonel commanding 
a regiment, or being a lieutenant-colonel commandant of a regiment, 
may return to India after -five years' absence with consent of the 
directors, and the Board, though their absence m.ay not have been 
occasioned by sickness, infirmity, or inevitable accident.—(Vide- Ser
vants, Civ^l and , Military.)

Shipping, ,
(50) For the m.ode in which the Court are to hire and take up 

Ships,—(Vide Shipping.)

(51) And whereas it is reasonable that the said
- Court of Di^rectors should have power to grant allow- tors empowered 

ances, in , the nature of superannuations, to such of . dnnSiOnan..t“*‘’d' 
their officers and servants in England, as. from age or Company’s ser- 
infirmit^^ may no longer be qualified for the execution 
of their several offices or empi^i^^i^^tsi; be it therefore ’ ,
enacec^dd that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Court of 
Directors, to make allowances, compensations, remunerations, or su
perannuations to the officers and servants of the said Company in 
England, subjiect to the restrictions and according to the conditions 
and proportions followii^jg; (that is. to say), where it shall .be proved, 
to the satisfaction of the said Court of Directors, that any such of^cer 
or servant, being under sixty years of age, shall be. incapable, from 
infirmity of mind or body, to discharge the duties of his ofl^ce, in such 
case, if he shall have served with diligence and fidelity in the service 
of the said Company, for ten years, it shall, and may be lawful to 
grant him^ by way . of superannuation, any annual sum not exceeding 
one-third of th^ salai^jcand allowed emoluments of his offi^^; if above 
ten years, and less than twenty, any such sum not exceeding one

' hal;t of such salary and allowed emoluments ; if above twenty years, 
any such sqm not exceeding twoT;hirds of such salary and allowed 
emoIuml^l^l^s5; if such officer or servant s.hall'be above sixty years. of 
age, and he shall have served fifteen years or upwards, it shall and 
may be lawful, without proolf of infirimiisy of mind or body; to grant 
him, by way of superannuation, any annual sum not exceeding two- 
thirds of the salary and allowed emoluments of his offt^^: if sixty-five 
years of age or . upwards, and he shall have served forty years or 
upwards, any such- sum npt. exceeding thre.e-fo.urths. of such salary

' and '

Court olT Ditec- '
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eae jll'owedt ef^oluH<^i)ts if sixSy-five yeers of-ege or upwerds, end 
he shell heve served f^.fty yeers, or- upwseds, eny such sum, noS ex
ceeding She whole, of such seler^ end ellow^d emoluments s e^l which 
a^low-ances so So he made shell he cherged in She bo,^I^ss f^f- - ^counS 
of She seid Compeny So She dehit of SheS hran.o.h• of She Compeny's 
effeirs So which She seid ofl^cers or servenSs mey respectively helu^jg; 
eny Shing in She seid ecS of She ShirSy-Shird yeer of his MejesSy’s 
reign So She conSrery noSwiShsSending.—(Vide SuperennuaSions.)

, Taxes, in Iniiia^ -
(be) Provided elweys, SheS np ir^^j^c^^sitipn of any 

duSy or Sex, or eny increase- of eny duty or Sex, 
within She Sowns of CelcuSSe or Madras, She Sown 
end islend of Bombey or Prijice Weles’ - Islend, 
shell be velid or ef^ecSual, unSil She seme shell heve 
been sencSio.ned by She seid CourS of DirecSors, 
wiSh She approb.aSion of She seid Boerd of Commisr 
sioners, in menner herein-befor^, prescribed respecSing 
duSies end S^es of exporS, imporS, end SrensiS on

goods, weres., or merchandize.
Tea. -

(53) None buS She Compeny, or by Sherr- license, So. Srede in See.— 
{Vide Tea.) ’

Territory subject: to- each Pr^e^s^^d^ency.
(54) Be iS- enecSed by She King’s, most excellenS 

MejesSy, by end wiSh She edvice end consenS of She 
Lords spirituel end Semporel, end Commons, in Shis 
presenS ParliamenS essembled, end by She euShor^ty 
She seme, SheS from end efSer She pessing of - Shis ecS, 
iS shell end mey be lewful for She. CourS of DirecSors of 
the said Compeny for She Sime being, So declere end 
eppoint wheS perS or perSs of She seid Ser^Soriel ecqui- 
sirions, or of any oSher now s.ubjecS So She govern-' 
menS of She seid presidi^i^cy of I?orS St;. G eorge, or She 
seid presidency of Bombey, SogeSher wiSh She revenues

No duty or tax 
in Calcu^^a^> Ma
dras, Bombay, or 
Pr^ince of 
Isl^ntli to be va
lid till sanction
ed by the Direc
tors, with the 
approbation o^ 
the Board.

The Court of 
Directors may 
appoint what 
p^^ of the ter. 
ritorial acquisi
tions, revenues, 
&c. shall be sub
ject to either, and 
which of their 
presidencies, 
subject to tlie 
control oT' the 
C^^miss^o^^ir^ 
for she Affdrs of 
India.
arising sherefrom, end she esSeblishmenS of civil serve^Ss connected 
SherewiSh respectively, shell from ShenceforSh hereafter be subject 
So She governmenS of eiSher, end which of She seid presidencies, • or 
of She presidency of ForS Williem in Bengel, end from Sime So 
Sime, es. occesion mey require, So revoke end elSer in She whoile or 
in perS such eppoinSmenS, end So meke such new disSribuSion of 
fhe seme es So Shem shell seem f^S end expedient; subjecSnever- 
Sheless, in ell ceses, So She superinSendence, direction, end conSrol 
of She Commissioners for She Affeirs of Indie, in like menner es eny 
ecls or orders She seid CourS of DirecSors ere now- by lew sub- 
jecS ; end ell such terriSorial ecquisiSions, end She revenues erising 
therefrom, end She -esSeblishmenS of civil servanSs coniiecSed ' SherewiSh, 
' shell.

X.AWS< ' __ * '
1813.

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 
S 93.

§ 98.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

c. 80, 
S9.
1809.

89 and 40 
Geo. 3, 

c. 79, § 1.
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.IMAVS
' laoy. 

, SS'and 40
- GtOrlB, 
c-79,' § 1.

33 Geo. 3, 
c. .52, 
§ 25.

'iihallj fr&m'iand ■ ^fter the timej?and sut^'ect as ta -such tii^ce to the con- 
.ditions and limitations by the said Court- of Directors liinited and
ii^{)[^oir^t^ied for such purposes respectively, be • to all intents and pur- 

"i^oses - whatsoever- and 4:nade subject to suca•p^resideocy,
, and to .fi^e i^i^i^itt 1oifc^i^l^li^s■ o^f judicaturee^sto^liik^l^i^d o^r o l^e lettablislidd 
- therein- respectively. ■' ■ ■■ ■- * . .i

' Vacancies in Indian ''
(S.'j) .And be it further - enacted,, that all vacancies, Vtctocie3tol« 

happening in the members of the council Fort Wil- ^y the
liara, or - of Fort St. George or Bombay, or- any of , , >'11!
^e -members of the council of,the same respectively, all and every 
of such vacanciee shall bp filled up 'and supplied, by ,tjie CouA of 
.Directors of the said United Company, the vacancies of any ^^.the 
said - members of council being always supplied from amongst the- list 

senior merchants of the said Company,- who. shall have reepectively
. n 

. ytctoeies vf 
governors, and 
commanderS.in. 
caief, toaerUed. 
up by the Court 
of Directors, 
euajeci tb tas 
bation.

Ten years, < _
by5C3^55"3’ resided ten years in India in their service, and not otherwise,. 

1813.
53 Geo. 3,

c. 1.5;),
§ 8^.

S 8K

(56) - And be it further enacted, that from and after 
■. the passing of taie act) all vacancies which saall hap-

■ pen - in -tae ofl^ce of governor-general - ,0:^ - Fort Williamj 
or of governor of -either of the Company’s presiden- 
des or settlementsi.of Fort St. George or Bombay, or

, of governor ofith^ forts and garrisons of Fort Wil- -,WrJesty’eappro- 
iam. Fort Su - George, or Bombay, or of commander- ^***?”- , , 
in-chi^i^if of - all the forces in India, or of any- provincial commander- 
io-ca^i^:^ of th^ forces there, sh^ll, be filled up and supplied by,the . 
Court -(^if Directors of the said United , Comj^^i^;^; subject never- 
■taeless to the approbation of bis Majesty, to be signified in -vyritrng 
under ais -royal sign-manual, couotersigoed by the president -of the 
Board of Commieeioners for the Affairs of India: provided always, that 
nothiog herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
take away or affect - the power of the tsitid Court of Directors, to re
move or recall any such governor-general, governor, or commander- 
in-diief; but the said Court eaall and may at,all times aavlt; full 
liberty to - remove, recall, --^nd dismise. any such, governpr-genetal, 
governor, or commaoder-in-chief, at their will and pleasure,..in-the 
like manner as if this act had not been made. . '■ _ . 'I ' t»T' ,

■ (57) And be it further enacted, that from and after ... - - t5
the paeslog ‘of dhis act, it shall not be-lawful'for jndia (with, ex- 
the said- tCourt-o^ Directors, either provislooally or ee|ti«^ns)n niot to 
otaer-wise, to-nomioate or-. - appoint-any person' to ‘ the -‘^'Djxcttars’n 

'succeed'- --to any office or -employment in the civil or witaout the ap- 
military" estahlishmeots' of -the’ said -Company --‘in- t*®
East-Indies,or- parts aforesaid,‘^il;hou1:-tiae appr<^i^^aii^l^'

-of ‘the said Board of Commissioners, ■otaer '-taanjand - except ‘at^^afore- 
' saiid; provided -always, that notain'g herein cootained shall - prevent or 

aloder the said -Court of Directors - from nominating or appointing 'abso-
■ lutely
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1793.
3.3 Geo. 8, 

c. 52, 
§26.

such 'persons as .they,ma;y think fttfto;.the ofEtces ,]JAXVS. 
I of' Inember' of council, general^- officer*' omithe ;stalfii Mvocatte^i&nd .’ratg
attoilt^tsy-jgeneral, attorney at' law of the said Company, or chaplain fSSi<ie!ot'3, 
at the several presidencies or.settlements, or to any offi2es.c^r--eni- .ic..!35. 

> ployments in the- civil or ii^ai^ii^iB establishments of ■ the said Company, 1 I'®*. 
which may be and usually have 'been supplied by ■ persons not ' having 
been covenanted servants of the . said Company previously to their 
nominations or appointments, nor to prevent the said Court of Di- 

I’re^ctors'' from nominating or 'appointing ■ writers, ' cadets, or- asS'liti^nt- 
"surgeons, in su'ch'manner as' they' have -heretofore been tised- or iacrlu■S-' ' _ 

tomed to do. '
D' t ' (58) 'Provided always, and be it - fufther C^aicted

^'i^eglect tQrfiUup ‘I’tit when and so 'often as' the' said 'Court- of Ditfe^tors 
ll^eeancies,‘'Ills ' shaa^l'neglect,' for 'the 'space two calen'dan'indnrhs,

Cimj^i^lfed from ther day whereon the notification
•*' ' ''of ' the vacancy of a^^ office or em'ployment in 'India, J"

in the appointm'ent of th^ '^aid Court' of' Directors'; shall 'ha-iie beferi ■ 
h;ceived' by the said court, to S^j^'ply such . vacancy)- then firtd in 
every' such cas^ it shall be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs '-^t^d' sue. 
l^iBS!^ois5,i to constitute and appoint, by writii^jg, ■ under his orrtheir ' 

’'r<)yal.'r^rn-l^£mual (under the same 'resirictions and regulations as are 
hereinbefore provided with 'respect to the nominations'and 'appoint- 

‘ meni^!^; made bj the said Court- of Directors) such person to supply 
such vacancy as his Majest^yv his heirs and successors, shall think 

‘ pro^<^r;’ and ' that every person so constituted and appointed shall have 
'and be 'invested with the'Same ))ohers, priviil!ges,'and authorities,! as 

-' if he or they had been'nominated and appointed by the said 'Court 
- Directors, and ' shall be subject 'to recall only by the King’s Majesty, 

'hfs'hei^i^''or successors; any 'thing herein contained to the ' contrary 
‘'hotwithstanding.’'I '' " ■ ■ . i -

I yotef in and Genee^tdl 'uila;n -equal.
'rCses of " (59)-And whereas,' by' the Charter of Incorporation 

1 m^generfTOrts ' of the' said United Company, granted under ' the 'autho- ■ 
orCourts 'of DU rity 'of an act passed in the ninth ' and tenth, 'yean of 

I recitors,tf^euu&- '.'tije reign of his late Majesty, King Williarn'the Third, 
sidered as reject- intituled, “ An Act for raising a Sum hot exceeding 
ed, except in - Two Millions, )upon a 'Fund for payment ' of Annuities 
'Xre' *n^nnraLtj “^0"^ *’’® ‘■nte of Eight Pounds per Centum per,' Annum, 
for office, which- and for settlinjg’the Trade to the ' J^i^st-I^ndies,” it 'is 

'ienihoJ^b?'lot*' “'dt^red and appointed,,in' all -cases where 'there 
" • • t '■ shall he an ' equality or equal number -of votesi' in any 
’ general' court,' or in any Court, of Directors to be,holden,as aforesaid, 

the matter shaH ' be deiermlned by lots, ;hhich tbe.tneasurer fon- the-said 
i7''Company 'shall ' cause to' he-.■pnepared and 'drawn for,;that purpose} ''and 
' t^hereas it is Ei^jx^idiient that' 'such mode of decision' should 'be' noilonger 

to)nilnued);' heit thereforicrenacted.,. that, ' from and' after the pass^^ng' of j 
this

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 15.5, 
§77.
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LAWS.<
1813;

5S Geo. .I, 
c. 155, 
§ n.

1793.
33 Geo. 8, 

c. 52, 
§ 42.

§<^3.

§ 59.

I fiO.

' this act, no cjuf^s^l^^^icn in -iuny S^ich general cotirf-, oV Uo^i^it 'Of DTffcC^'o'rs, 
shall be -Ci^iried et^he^iWise • than by a^-Tt^ajority of and in all

, C^^iBs ■ of an’ equality of votes upon any question put'in any such 
general- ■ or Court of Directors, such equality shall be deemed 
and taken to O^^emte as a rejection of -fthe motion O* proposilioh Oii 

tvhich such question shall have been «o put: provided always, that 
nothing herein C^i^l^ained shall extendi Or be construed to ex^ehd, 'to 
cases of election Of any person to any ofG^ce or place where there 
shall be more than One candidate for such office or place, but that in all 
such cases- where thetC shall be equality of Votes in fevouT of any 
two or more candidates, such election may be determined by lot, in 
mi^iu^^r directed by the said chanter; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithsta^ndingi

War -co- Hostilities.
(60) War not tO 'be declared,’&c., by the governor-general in council

■ at Fort William without the command of the Court of Directors, or of 
', t^ Secret Gomt^iiti^by th^ authority 'of 'the Board of Commissioners, 

except preparations of hostilities shall be made, &e. Communication 
of commencement of hostilities, to be made ' Wthe Directors, &c.

(61) Governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, not to declare 
Wir, &c., but by orders from Fort William, or the Directors, &c., 
F^eualty on gov^(^i^nOrs, &c. of Fort St. George and Bombay, for 
U^e^^ect ord'ers from Fort Wiliiam.‘-^( V^de Governments.)

Writers and Cadets, .
(62) -Ind be it further enacted, that it Shall not be Directors not W 

lawful for the Court of Directors Of the said Company ^"gons than'^ne- 
to app^ii^n or send, out to India a greater number of cessary to supply 
persons, in the capacity of cadets or writers, or in any the ^taWish* 
other capacity, than will be necessary, in addition to .ment.
those already in - India, to supply the proper complement of officers 
and servants contained in the said lists of their establishments, accord
ing to such returns of vacancies as th' respective governments irfflndia 
shall transmit from thence to the said Court of Directors. .

(66) A^^ be it-further ^i^a^ated, l^at no person shah(6^) Ar^^ bb itt urt-^tae ^I^a^ateI^, l^at nn pedson bOat^ ■^wrteIt ann ’ 
be capable of acting, or being appnioted or sent to In- Cadets to be of 

cerUin ages, &Crf 

be under fifteen yrass. Or oaall ei^^ed tWUty-t^Wo yeass, nor until the 
peSooO ps^pnsdd, or in■tdoddd -to -be So appnioted, •shail have ''d■rlivesed 
to ' the -said ■Cot^rt of -Directors a'■Cdrtiiicatd -of his n^^>u^i^der the hand' 
of the miniotdS of the parish in which he ■ WaS baptized, or keeper of ’ 
the regist^ of b-aptiohi 6f •0^Udh pasisa; ‘and if hO sueh registsy can 
be foiitld, an affidavit- nf that ciniumOtat[ee 'shall be made 'by the ■pasty 
hitnSelf, -with ’bis infnsmiatino and beli^^ -that ■ his age is ho’t •uodds fiifleeo 
yte^s, and doth not 'dxcee^l-tweIln^y-twn ye^^^; prn's^ded ote’VeIstl'elesO, 
'tltat the said- seotrict^oo shtall not extend to ' prIyirht the'Stid ■'CnUrt nf 

Disdctnss

dia, in the capacity of Wifer at whos^ age Aii^li
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Dir^c^i^c^rs from appointing any j^erst^n- to be a cadet ■ who shall have 
been fos the space of one yeas at least a commissioned oll^t^i^is in his 
Majesty’s service, os in the militia or fencible men when-embodied, 
and hath been called into actual sesvice, os fsom the company of cadets, 
in the soyal segiment of artillery, and whose age shall not exceed 
twenty-f^ve yeats. . -

I»AWSi .
1793.

33 Geo. 3, 
c.S2,§ ’6o.

BY-LAWS.' ' ■ I ’
It is osdained. That the By-Laws shall be sead in -the {^rst - Coust - of 

Directors, and first General Coust, aftet evesy annual election.

Breach By-I^a^ws.
That any disectos shall be guilty of a wilful bseach 

of any of the by-laws of this crrporatton, to which any 
othes special penalty is hot annexed, and -shall be so 
adjudged by a genesal coust, he shall be liable tp be' 
semoved fsom his office of disectos, and shall be inca
pable theseaftes of holding any otlies office O- employ
ment undes this Company,

Chairman and Deputy-Chairman.
That at the fisst coust of disectrrs aftes evesy an., 

nual election, a chaisman and deputy-chaisman shall 
jjg chosen fos the year by the ba^l^l^t; and that each of - 
them be allowed five hundsed pounds a - yeas, and evesy 
other dir(^ctrr thsee hundsed pounds a-yeas, fos his 
attendance upon the business this Company,

CouH O ^i^t^e^ctors. ,
That a Cotfrt Dtrectrrs Shall be summoned, and held mc^ - in 

every week, at the least. -
, If any debate shall arise in the - Cc^urt O ^ireittOrii 

withdraw during concerning any director. Or any matter -os thing - whetem -. 
debates in which ' "
they are person- 
iie eoncenlid.

Directors or 
other persons 
guilty of a wilful 
breach of the by
laws to be re
moved, and ren
dered incapable 
of holding any 
oiflce.

A. Chairmaii 
and Deputy 
Chairman to be 
chosen yearly, 
by ballot, and 
allowed e500 a 
year each, and 
e^we ethes Di-
r!Ct<r• iE^SOO a-^cw.

c. S, § 2.

§4.

c. e, SII.

S 1-

§ 3.

gny directrr shall be pessonally concerned, every - such 
director, having been fisst heasd, shall withdsaw during 
such -debate, -and when the question theFeon is putv

Companies Cask. . ,
That the CrUrt of Disectofs shall not - inves^-any - of c. 4, '§ i. 

the Company’s money in puschasing any past rr share 
in the capital stock of this Company, tfithrOt the - con-' 
sent of the Genesal Coust f^sst had. • *

Company's mo
ney not to -be in- 
vte^ttel-'in 'Ciom- 
pany's stoick, 
without consent 
of • the general 
court.

Cash to be kept . .
stt the :Bank - of as the Coi^OtV^f Disectoss shall think -necessasy to tsust • 
Bngland. undes the case of the Company’s cashies, fsom time to

time.

That the bash o^ this crrporation, except such -Dite's § 2.
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c.4§3.

f4.

gSi COURT OF DIRECTORS.

time, for the current business, shall be kept at the Bank of England, 
in such method as' the Court of Directors shall appoint.

That for ■ every sum drawn out of the Bank of England, a write-off 
or draft shall be signed by the chairman or deputy-chairman, for the 
time ■ being, and one other director of the Commil:tee -of Treasury, and 
countersigned by the principal cashier or his deputy, or by such other 
officer or officers as the Court of Directors shall appoint for that pur
pose ; and that no other person but the principal cashier, or his deputy, 
shall present the said write-off or draft for payment.

That no money relating to the trade or affairs of the 
Company shall be disposed of without an order of the 
Court of Directors; and that the interest, and all other 
advantages arising and growing upon the cash of the
Compan;y, shall be brought to the account of the said Company.

That the book containing the state of the cash shall 
be laid before the Court of Directors, once in every 
week, by the cashier, and that he sign the 'same.

That the chairman or deputy-chairman, and two of 
the Court of Directors, do once a month, or oftener, 
examine the several species wher^t^if the balance of the 
cash consists, and certify the same under their hands.

That no unlimited vote of credit shall be given by 
the Court of Directors to the Committee of Treasury 
on the Company’s -account.

No motley to 
be disposed of 
without an order 
of the Cou^t of 
Dir^ectors.

§ S.

e.

5 1-

State of the 
caslt to be laid 
before the Court 
weekly.

Balance of cash 
to be examined 
monthly by Di
rectors.

No unlimited 
vote of credit to 
be given to the 
Committee of 
Treasury,

c. 6 § 2.

§ 4.

Di^rectors.
That in all cases, no director of this Corojjany shall 

have any dealings or business with the Company upon 
his own account, either separately, or in conjuhction 
with any other person or persons, for or in respect of 
buying for, or selling to the Company any bullion or 
other goods, or in the making of any other bargain or 
contract, by, to, or with this corporation, other than 
Company’s public sales.

That .no director shall give his vote for any lot . of 
goods bought at the Company’s sale, or for making any 
allowance for any goods so bought, wherein he shall be 
directly or indirectly concerned.

'Tliat if any director shall take any fee, present, or 
reward, dir^ictly or indirectly, upon any account what
soever relating to the business .or affairs of the Com
pany, or his office of a director, he shall forfeit to the
use of this Company double the amount received, be, liable to be 
removed from his office of director, and shall be, ipso ja^cto,‘incapable 
thereafter of holding any other place whatsoever, or a^y employment 
or pension under the Ui^rnpany.

No Director to 
'have any deal
ings with the 
Company, ex
cept as to goods 
bought al the 
sales.

at any of the

No Director to 
vote on the sale 
of goods wherein 
lie is vonvvrned.

No Director to 
take any fee, 
present, or fe
ward.

S S.

That

    
 



courts of directors.
DtIector ' That every director going beyond sea shall mahe a 

beyond teport thereoif to the Court of Directors, who shall
notify his absence to the general court after it shall 

have exceeded the period of one year, and such director shall,there- 
upon be liable to be removed from his office of director.

No person can 
be a director 
within two years 
after having 
been in the com-, 
pany’s marititne 
service ; o if 
holding an of
fice unde^ the 
errwn.
son at present in the direction, and now holding an offce under the 
crown, or preclude his being re-elected to be a director, or subject him 
to be liable to be removed from the said office.

Directors may 
inspect and copy 
papers; except 
those before the 
Secret Co^i^iiu 
tee and Com
mittee of ^.-cre-
cy.

5 7-

That any proprietor who _ shall have been elected a 
director of this Company, within two years after hav
ing h^i^ld any maritime offce in the service- of the Com
pany, shall be liable to be removed from-his -office of 
di^e^i^1^<^i-; and that any director who shall hold any office 
or place of emolument under the crown^ shall be liable 
to be removed from the said office of director. Pro
vided always that this by-law shall not affect any per-

§ 9-

That every director shall have liberty to take copies 
of all accounts, letters, and papers relating to the Com
pany's affairs, except such as are before the Secret 
Commitee appointed by the act of 33 -Geo. Ill, cap. 
52, or the Committees of Secrecy.

§ 12.

Despatches and Orders to be signed by thirteen Members.
That no orders shall be sent by the directors to, or 

obeyed bjs rnty persons employed in the service of this 
Crmpany, in India, or any other parts beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope, or at St. Helena, but such as shall be 
Signed -by thirteen or more of the directors, for the time 
bei^ng; except such orders as are directed or allowed

All orders to be 
signed by thir
teen ormore di
rectors euccp^ 
orders from the 
Secret Commit
tee or Com^i^- 
tees of Secrecy.

-to be issued by the Secret Committee, pursuant to the act of Parlia
ment of 33 Geo. Ill, cap. 52, or by the Committees of Secrecy, rela
tive to signals, places of rendezvous, and convoys, and other com
mercial matters.

§10.

D^sents.
Dliectors may That any direptor who shall dissent from any reso- 

cnter dissents on lution of the Court of Directors shall have the liberty 
Court minutes- of entering liis t^i^s^c^nt, wi<h the reasons thereof, on the 
minutes of the said court, within fourteen days from the passing such 
resolution.

5 is.

Alsn resolu
tions re^pe^iting 
gratuities, ex- 
c«!ding 
to be laid before 
twu gen^rat 
courts, in the -,_ 
form of a report', 
j^atlng the ■' ' '

Gratuities.
That every resolution of the Court of Directors for 

granting to any person - by way of gratuity, any sura of 
money, -exceeding in the whole six -hundred -pounds, 
shall -be laid l^t^fore and approved -by two general 
courts-,. - specially summoned for that purpose, in the 
form of a report, stating the grounds upon which such 
grant is recommended, which resolution and report 

Q shall
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shall be signed by such directors as approve the same, 
and that the documents on which such resolution may 
have been formed shall be open to the inspection of 
the ptoprieOors, from the day on which public notice 
has been given of the proposed grant. -

OJji,ces and Salaries,
That no new of^t;e, either at home or abroad, shall 

be created by the directors with any salary exceeding 
the sum of two hundred pounds per annum, without per annum, 
the approbation of two general courts to be sum- without appro- 
moned for that purpose. - general courts.

That no additional salary, exceeding in the whole 
two hundred U^c^i^nds pet annum, shall be annexed to Not a greater 
any ofice, without the approbation of two general £2d)ot<> ahsala' 

courts to be summoned for that purpose. '

Pensions.
That every resolution of the Court of Directors for .granting a new 

pension or an increase of pension, exceeding in the - whole two hundred 
pounds per annum, to any one person, shall be laid "before and ap
proved by two general courts specially summoned for that purpose, 
before the same shall be submitted to the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India, in the form of a report, stating the grounds upon 
wnicn such grant is recommended, which resolution and report shall 
be signed by such diriectors as approve the same, and that the docu
ments upon which such resolution may have been formed shall be 
open to the inspection of the proprietors from the day on which public 
notice has been given of the proposed grant.

Register of Bonds and other Instruments.
That the Court of Directors do cause a register of all bonds for 

money borrowed at interest to be kept under the inspection of those 
who have the custody of the seal.

That a register be kept, in like manner, for the entry of all other 
bonds and instruments, of what kind soever, which shall pass under 
the Company’s seal.

That the secretary, for the time being, do see that 
the said register books be laid before the Court of 
Directors, at the first court in every calendar month.

Seal of the Company.
£. 12, § 1. That the common seal of this corporation shall be

■ kept under three locks: that the key of one of the 
said locks shall be kept by the chairman or deputy
chairman, for the time bei^jg; that the key of another 
of the said locks shall be kept by the accountant-.

Bt-L^ws.

§ 20.

§ 17.

§ 18.

S 19.

c.ll, 
§ 1 to S,

grounds of re- 
aommendation, 
atid signed by 
the directors ap
proving the 
same.

No new ofiice 
to be created of 
more than

The register 
boo^s to be laid 
before the court.

And not to be 
put to jrny writ
ing but by order 
of the Court of 
Directors.

genera!
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B7-JL.aws.
c, 11, 

c. 12. § 1.

Allowances for 
superannuation, 
to officers ^nd 
servants in Eng
land to be ' laid 
before next ge
neral court:.

Vacancies in 
*ie direction to 
be filled up with
in forty days 
^tter a declara^ 
tion therec^f.

given of the day upon which such choice shall be made.

general or his depi^tt^: and that the third key shall be kept by tbe 
treasurer or his dep^i^jr; that in case of the indispensable' absence of 
the chairman and deputy-chairman, their key shall be placed in the 
custody of the secretary or his deputy for the period of such ;
and that the said seal shall not be set to any writing or instrument 
but by an order of the Court of Directors first had for that puir^<^s^«;; 
and in the unavoidable absence of the chairman or deputy-chairman, 
not to be afBiced but in the presence of the secretary, the accounttmt- 
general, and the treasurer, or their respective deputies.

Superannuations. .
That such allowances, in the nature of SuperaU- e.6, §19. 

nuations, as the Court of Directors are empowered 
to grant to their officers and servants in England, by 
53 Geo. Ill, ca^ 155, section 93, shall be laid before 
the next general court.

Vacancies in the Direction.
That whenever there shall be a vacancy of the place § 8.

of a direc tor, another shall be chosen in his room within 
a convenient time, not exceeding forty days after every ' 
such vacancy shall have been declared in the Court of 
Directoi^i^; and that ten days’ public notice shall be 

£ 2
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COURTS OF JUE)][C.ATURE.

Under this head may be classed '
1. The Supreme Courts of Judicature in Bengal, and at

Madras 'and Bombay,
2. The Recorder’s Court at Prince of Wales' Island, Sin

gapore, and Malacca,
3. The Court established under the act of the 24th Geo.

Ill, cap. 25, and 26 Geo. Ill, cap. 57—for the trial in 
Great Britain of offences committed in India; and, 
lastly, ■

4. The Courts, for the Provinces in India.
The origin and establishment of 'the Supreme Courts at the 

three Presidencies will be first noticed. ,
BENGAL. .r

The charter granted to the East-India Company by Charles 
II. in the year 1661, gave to the Governor and Council of ,the 
several places belonging to the Company in the East-Indies 
power to judge all persons living under the Company • in all 
causes, whether civil or- criminal, according to the lawd of 
Great Britain, and to execute judgment accordingly. < i

In the subsequent grants to the Company of the islands of 
Bombay and St. Helena in 166^ and 16T4, full power was 
given for the exercise by the Company of judicial authority 
according to the British laws.

In the year 1683, Cha^’les the Second granted a further 
charter to the Company, in which the royal will was declared, 
that a Court of Judicature should be established at.such places 

the Company might appo:^nt; to consist of one person, 
learned in the civil laws, and two ; -all to , be ap
pointed by the Company. ■

This arrangement was continued in. the charters granted by 
James the Second in the year 1686, and by Wi^l^i^am the Th^ird 
in the year 169:8; but it does -not appear to have been effectual

■ to
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COURTS OF JUDICATURE. gg9[“ ,
BENGAL. \r

to the object f^r which it was framed; for, in the year 1726, Mi 
the Court of E^i^i^ecl^ors represented to the King, “ that there 

was great want at Madras, Fort William, and Bombay, of 
a proper and competent power and authority for the more 
speedy and effectual administering of justice ■ in civil causes, 
and for the trying and punishing of capital and other cri
minal offences and misdemeanors.” The court, therefore,

prayed permisssion to establish Mayor's Courts at the said 
places. ■

In compliance with the prayer of this petition, his Majesty 
George I. was pleased on the 24th of Septemljer 1726, by 
letters patent, to establish Mayor's Courts ' at Madras, Bombay, 
and Fort William, each consisting of a mayor and nine alder
men ; seven of whom, with the mayor, were required to be 
natural-born British subjects. The courts so established were 
Courts of Record, and were authorized to try, hear, and deter
mine all civil suits, actions, and pleas between party and party.

By virtue of the same letters patent, the local governments 
were constituted Courts of Record, to whom appeals from the 
decisions of the Mayor's Court migh^ be made, and whose 
decrees were ' declared to be final in all • causes involving sums 
under one thou^nd pagodas. In causes involving sums above 
that amount, further appeals were authorized from the Govern
ment Courts to the King in Council.

- The Government Courts were further constituted Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer, and were authorized and required to 
hold quarter sessions for the trial of all offences, excepting 
high treason; and the Mayor's Courts were empowered • to 
grant probates of wills and administration to intestates' effects. 

In consequence of the capture of Madras by the French in 
the year 1746, the Mayor's Court which had been established 
there was dissolved.

Madras was subseq'^^ntly restored, and upon the re-settle
ment there of the East-India Company, the Court of Directors 
represented to the King in Council that “ it would be a 
“ encouragemient to persons to come and settle at that .place, 
“ if a proper and competent judicial power and authority 
“ were established there.” They further represented, that • “ it 
' had been found by experience that there were some de^^cts 
. . o 3 “ m
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BEN<eAL.

“ in the chari^<^^” granted in 1726, which has been before 
referred to. '

Upon these grounds, his Majesty King George II. was pleased 
to • accept the Company's surrender of that charter; and by 
letters patent, dated ' the 8th of January 1753, established 
Mayor's Courts and Government Courts of ' Appeal, &c. at 
Madras, Bombay, and Fort Wi^l^l^i^am, constituted in the' manner 
above described, but with powers intended to remedy the de
fects of which the Conipany had complaine^d^-

These letters patent also established a Court of Requests at 
each of the said places for the determination of suits, “ where 
“ the debt, duty, or matter in dispute should not exceed five 
“ pagodas.”

The Mayor's Courts, as well as the Courts of Requests, were 
made subject to a control on the part of the Court of Direc
tors, it having been provided in the letters patent, that ' they 
(the Court of ^i^r^ec^t^ors) might “ make by-laws, rules,' hnd 
“ ordinances, for the good government and regulation of the 
“ several Courts of Judicature established in India.”

' In the year 1772, the alfairs of the East-India Company 
were examined into by the House of Comm<^]^£i; when it was 
judged necessary to devise a plan for their future government, 
which should correct the prevailing abuses, and give strength 
and vigour to their affairs. . One of the leading objects ■ was 
the introduction of a new system of jurisprudence, whereby 
the revenues and commerce of the Company should be pre
served from depredation, by subjecting their' servants to the 
control of the courts—^by relieving the subject from oppression, 
by the means of redress being facilitated—and a fixed and 
regular course of justice established for the permanent ' security 
of liberty and property.

The Company, by a resolution of the Court of Proprietors, 
of the 4th March 1772, recommended the Court of ' Di^rect^ors 

■ “ to make application to the crown for a new Charter ' of Jus-
“ tice in Bengal.”

The Regulating Act of the 13th Geo. III. was at that time 
under consideration, and it was determined to engraft thereon 

. such provisions as might be deemed necessary to place the 
jib^cial system on. a ' better and more perfect footing. '

, . A bill
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A bill was accordingly introduced into the House of Com
. mons on the 13th of April 17'72, by Mr. Sullivan, a Director 

of the Com^i^]^^; the object of which, so far as respects 
the administration of justice in India, was the institution of 
a new Court of Judicature in Bengal,'^r^s^(^ead of the Mayor’s 
Court; and it was proposed, that such new court should con
sist of a chief justice and three other judges, who should hold 
their offices for life; that it-should exercise civil, criminal, and 
ecclesiastical jur^sd^i^tt^i^n; that all criminal causes should be 
determined by juries, and civil causes heard upon depositions; 
that appeals should be allowed to the Bengal Government, 
assisted by the chie:f justice, who was to have a vote therein, ■ 
but in no case where the debt might exceed £500; that from 
the decisions of the Bengal Government upon such appeals, 
further appeals should lie to the King in Council, and that 
vacancies of judge should be filled up by the Company.

Parliament, however, determined, previously to the adoption 
of any definite measure, to await the result of an investiga
tion into the general affairs of the Company at home and 
abr^iul; a committee of thirty-one members was appointed to 
inquire into the nature and state of the E^st-India Company, 
and of the affairs in the East-Indies. The necessity of such 
inquiry was strongly urged, tliat a regular and permanent forin 
of justice and government might be established. On the 18th 
May 1772, the bill which Mr. Sullivan had introduced was lost, 
on a division.

No further attempt was made to obtain an alteration in the 
King’s Court in Bengal until 1773, the Company being 
compelled to petition the House of Commons for pecuniary 
assistance, added to their petition an assurance “ that they 
“ would forthwith consider and propose such regulations as 
“ might appear ppt^per and essential for the due administra- 
“ tion of justice ill India.”

In confoi^m;^1^yi^OT'th the intention thus expressed, the Gene
ral Court of Proprietors, on the 10th of May 1773, came to 
various res^^i^^^^^s; the main object of which was an appli
cation for 'new charter of justice,, explaining, amending, and 
extendin^./the charter of 1753. It was proposed that, in the 
new charter, provision should be made to enable the directors ■ 

i 24 'of

    
 



COIURTS OR Jt^UlCATURfi.BENGALI-, 
of the Company to add to each of the Mayor’s dO^urts a bar
rister of not less than three years’ standing, who s^hould be 
denominated “ Rec^^oder.s^nd that he should also be added 
to the governor and council as a member of . the Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer and Quarter Sessions. It was also pro
posed to extend the powers and jurisdiction of the Mayor’s 
Courts, particularly to criminal prosecutions against the ser
vants of the Comj^i^i^;^; except for offences triable by courts- 
martial, or committed by the governors. It was further pro
posed to introduce the privilege of Habeas Corpus to India.”-

These propositions were annexed by the -Company to a peti
tion to the - House of Commons, in which they solicited leave 
to introduce a bill accordingly.

The - House had, on the 4th of May 1773, granted leave to ' 
Lord North and others to bring in a bill - “ For' establishing 
certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs 
of the East-India as well India „s e„,—„;”
and such bill 
the day aftep'tRat onjp^jf 
foumd^d Bh^jii^'&i^!’’

JsTt^th's

sented “ ■ that

were' -one
ou^se

lany, as well in India as in Europe; 
u<^ed accordingly on the 18th of May, 
fggji the Company’s petition for a bill, 

jj^SUilSpI' had been presented.
aed . jnost important alterations in 

tliaUw^^stiliitidn of the - QNliUhy - and the arra^^gement of 
^^eir sC^^U’s.;: it Uso proposed the eUbt^ltsl^ment of a Supreme 
ij|jl0}dI[,iSdf,Ju^ri.«^atu^•e in Bengal, witbUiV^l, criminal, and eccle- 
jjlllllllll^^^hjurisdictiop-oVed all persons, - exceptingthe governor- 

c^pegal -or any -lof.' the ^council -of This bill,
- the opposition of the - C^p.8UU’ passed- the 

of. Commons on the- lOth- of ,Jun^-;1773«!>.-The votes 
hundred and .thirty^one - fOd;th.e'bil^,; -rOnd- t 
|^'' ,,jNo - fime was - lost - in-,■pdefe,rripg- ,to-,thj.^;

of Lories ''»ppeittiop- against- the . bill; •sin- (which,' Wl^ 
respected tbeeUr^fS^ij®ii^t^^^I^’^jion ,of justice, jithi- .Compafiy - .cejpj^r^;,, 
scntcd “ -that ’ UjUt^c^ial- effccts of ^pp^-^ientiipgi cUt^’res- '

sions in India, b}^es^!^l^li|^aftg.-'a - retBec^<a^b^etC«K^^l^ltjQF.^UM|oi^i-f 

 

on the spot, - mustS)u ' - d-efeated.ibyithe bill, .jjanoci.jit^<Ci<i;>^ 

 

sons who might be §^o^FOted■itO 'iCOmmifefSU^^lV0^P^^^«ssioiiS1■. 
were exempted from th di^c^ji^on -^ the CoujSL-e^ -erap--;;!
sequently -left without restti«MfU|and fuSther, Aj /thatq^iiNE!

•tO-•Prev«at;opjUfctts)t^% ' 
\ whichr

most effectual provision of -al
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which was recommended by the Company—viz. that of the 
Habeas Corpus; whereby men might know of 'what crime 
they were accused, and by whom imprisoned—was omitt^i^d; 
by which means all the . tyranny of a double government, 
without responsibility any where, would be entailed on the 
inhabitants.” -
All opposition, however, to the bill was fruitless. On the 

20th June l7’^3, - it was agreed to by the Lords without 
alteration, and on the following day it received the royal 
assent. ... .

Such were the circumstances under which the King was 
authorized to establish a Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 

This authority was exercised on the 26th of March 
1774; when a charter was'issued, by which a supreme court 
was erected, to consist of a chie:f justice and three puisne 
judges, and was empowered to ' administer in India all the 
departments of English law; as well as- a court of common 
law, it was a court of equity, of oyer and terminer and gaol 
delivery, an ecclesiastical court and a court of admiralty. 
All proceeding pending in- the Mayor’s Court, which was 
abolished, were transferred to the Supreme Court, to whom 
the records of the Mayor’s Court were ordered 
vered up.

The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was 
.. extend to all British subjects in Bengal, Bahar,

and they were authorized to hear and determine suits or actions ’ 
of British subjects against natives, where the cause might 
involve a sum exceeding five hundred rupees, and where the 

in the contract under dispute might have agreed in case 
■lf dispute to submit to the Court’s decision. It was at the same 
time - declared, that the Supreme Court should not be compe
tent to hear and determine any 'indictment or information 
against the - governor-general or any of the council, for any 
offence not being treason or ' felony. .

On the 28th March 1774, the newly-appointed judges of 
the Supreme Court, -Elijah Inipey, Esq., ch^i^ifjustice, Robert 
Chambers^ Esq., Stephen C. Le Maistre, Esq., and John Hyde, 
Esq., puisne judges, took leave of- the Court of Direcl^ors, and 
availed themselves of that 'opportunity to assure ' the Court, that 

they

to be deli-

declared to 
and Orissia;
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they would use their -utmost - endeavours to render their appoint
ment serviceable to the Company.

A short experience proved that the authority which . they 
exercised -was incompatible with the good government of . the 
territories of the Company, or with the -happiness o^ the vast 
population committed to their care. -

Instead of a code of laws having been framed -for this new 
institution in India, the I^i^j^llish laws were introduced in their 
full extent and with all their consequences, without any restric
tion or modification whatever, to accommodate them to' the 
habits, manners, religious feelings, and - local customs of the 
natives, or to the influence of other laws- handed down from 
the remotest antiquity, and .fixed in the hearts the people.

It had. been the constant practice for the department of 
government- which was entrusted with the managenient of 
the public- revenue, to exercise judicial authority in revenue 
mattierss: and when the Company, in the year 1772, ostensibly 
assumed the ofl^ce o^ Dewan of Bengal, provincial councils 
and- courts of appeal were established under th^. titles of 
“ -D^e^w^annee Adawlut.” These courts . were -instituted, under 
the authority of the - De^wan, - for hearing and determining all 
civil suits whatsoever between native and native, and all causes 
relating to the revenue.

The; judges of the Supreme Court, little disposed ’to recog
nize . the authority of the courts o^- Dewannee Adawlut, had 
scarcely entered - upon their ofiice, than they endeavoured to 
extend their jurisdiction to- subjects intimately connected with 
the. collection and security o^ the revenue. - Writs were issued 
at the suit of individuals against the zemindars of the coun
try ; and, in carrying into effect these and other orde'rs o^' the 
Supreme - Court,- odious outrages on the .persons and property 
of natives of rank and consideration were committed, - which 
the Company,- in a petition to the House of Commons, cha
ritably ascribed “ to the ignorance of the inferior officers of 
“ the court.'' The Supreme Coml ' further appear to have 
considered the criminal law of England as - in force against 
the natives of Bengal, though utterly repugnant to their - laws 
and customs. Great complaints of injustice and- oppression 
consequently’ arose, a-nd the--power assumed by the - Supreme

, Court
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Court seeihed • to .'indicate an attem]^);! to extend-^ita 'ji^^ist;- 
diction and the authority of the English law to- d^i^ native 
inhabitants of Bengal^ - by whom such an 'attempt was r^^f^ded 
f^^tli general apprehension and^' alarm. Bnt the • evil which 

' threatened the subversion of ' a^l regUlar' goV^immept. in. Ir^dun 
the collision beWeen.tl^ie Sup^^^-’Councii^i .^^d tire Su- 

pre^^^'Ct^Urt. Warm disputes regarding their-r^espe^t^ti^i^e^'
powers had frequently arisen;. and notwithst^^^:^ng t^he Su
preme Court had been. restricted froitt hearing any indictment 
or information against 'the gove^rr^i^i^^genei’al or • anj^'-o^ the- 
councU, ' they attempted . to e^n^i^d their jutisdicdon to: :suits 
instituted against 'the Bengal government, 'for acts doneuby 
theni in tbe^ir’collective capacity. In the year IT79 the con
tentions between the authoriti^is^' Re^t^l^ied a most. ' alanning 
height, in consequence of a suit having been instituted ' in 'die 
Supreme Cour% by a native inhabitant of Calcutta, against ^a 
zemindar. ■ The^. Bengal gG^i^^^l^^;^lta^(^n^. apprehensive^; for . 'die 
revenue^ notified to the zemindar ' that he was not subject to 
the' Supreme Court's'ju^r^i^f^di^c^l^i^t^n't - the court; however, 'deter- 
nuned to' maintain then authority, and despatched an armed 
force to execute their writ^- The government, on their 'part, 
resolved'to assert their civil and ' military rights, and. C^i^i^ied- 
the force to be captured and br^u^ht •rt^• -^l^<^■ ^^csidency, 
where they were immediately released. Stiong proceedings 
were adopted by the court against sohie of persons: ; em
ployed' on that x^c^cOsion: and an atteInpt-w^ds• i^i^de to^-u^i^<est 
the officer 'who commai^i^i^^; 'the detachment by' which the .armed 
force was.'Ci^i^ti^i^<^d; but ''to''that off^iBer the govern^^i^:^it' g^i^i^_te^d 
the protection of the 'military. ' ' >'

The Supreme Council on ' the one hand, and the judges 
bn the other, were unaninious in every - measure taken through
out these linhappy contentions '•. ^^^eiarl;y shewing, tbati 'there 
was a defect in the law, and that 'the powers qf the't^wo;au- 
'dioriities ^^ire not suff^i^ii'ently defined. ,

Petitions, couched in the strongest ' terms, ' soliciting, 'relief 
from die ' powers assumed by the' S^upreme Court, were pre
sented to' Parliament froih the East-India 'Compai^y;' from ' the 
Bi^^jgal Govern:^^:rtt, and from British subjects, inhabitants' of 

■ ' <B^n'gal.
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Bengal.* It was stated, that unless - reliief was given the Com* 
pany Woi^ld have ports without trade, ' possessions ■ without 
revenue, and laws without inhabitants. i < _ •

These- petitions ‘ were referred to a select committee «f 
the House of Commons, consisting fifteen Members. In
consequence of • a report- from that committee, an ' act was 
passed on the' 18th July 1781, for new modelling the 
Supreme Court of Judicature •’ in Bengal, for indemnifying 
the governor in council for ■ their resistance to the decrees of 
the said court, and for directing in future the operation of 
its jurisdiction, as 'also for the relief of certain persons im
prisoned at Calcutta under a judgment of the -Supreme Cour*

This act -provided that the governor general and council^: 
of 'Bengal should not be subject to the -jurisdiction of ' the 
Supreme Court, but should ' be amenable to a competent court 
in Great Britain. That the Supreme Court should have no 
jurisdiction whatever in ■ matters of revenue, nor over any 
person on account of his being a landowner or farmer of land,' 
nor over persons employed ■ by the -Company in -a judici^]^- 
capat^i^^;^-; that it should have power to determine suits against 
the native inhabitants of Calcutta by the native laws, ’ and to 
frame such forms of process as ' might suit their -religion and 
manners. Authority was by the same act given to the Bengal 
government to hear appeals from the decisions of the prow 
vincial courts, and to determine all revenue questions. Cer
tain natives, who had been imprisoned at Calcutta “ in exew 
cution for damages recovered against them in actions in the 
Supreme Court,” were ordered to be disch^i^jg^d; and the' 
governor-general and council and others were indemnified' for- 
resisting the execution of the orders of the Supreme Court. '

Considerable delay arose in forwarding this act to India, 
which was imputed, by a select committee of the House of 
Commons, to Lawrence Sullivan, Esq., then chairman of the 
Company, for which he was severely ■ censured in a re-port 
from that committee, and in a resolution of a committee of 
the whole House itself, which decl^t^i^c^di that Mr. Sullivan did

■ • not
■ * Journals of the House of Con^mous, February-and March 1781.
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not do what he might and ought to have done towards, the 
early and eiF^t^t^i^al transmission of that act; by which delay 
the good purposes of the act in regulating the judicature in 
Bengal, and in providing reli^jf to individual natives, as ’well 
as to the people at large, might be frustrated. .

At the time that 'Parliament was employed in preparinjg 
that act, the governor-^-gener^l' had devised .and executed an 
arrangement) for reconciling differences between the Bengal 
government and the Supreme ' Court, It was the appointment 
of Sir Elijah Impey, chief justice of the Supreme Court, 
to be judge of the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut at 
Calcutta, with a salary of 60,000 rupees per annum, un 
arrangement whi^li'the governor-general 'contemplated woiild■ 

the means of lessening the distance between .the go^ 
“' vernment and the Supreme Court, and would prove ■ ah 
“ instrument of conciliation.” . , .

-By a subsequent arrangement. Sir Robert Chambers, one 
of the puisne judges . of the Supreme Court, accepted the office 
of ' president of the Court of Justice at 'Chinsura. ,i The 'intelligence of the aooointment 'of Sir Elijah Impey 
reached . England in October 1781, and doubts immediately 
arose in the minds of the Directors respecting its legality. The 
doubts 'of 'the Select Committee of the House of Comrn^:^^ 
were not confined to the legality of the appointment. That 
committee entered into the. consideration of 'the powers which 
the appointment conferred' ; of the circumstances under which' 
it wa;s.i^i^(^<e; of the authority possessed by the governor-gene-' 
raJ to confer it; of -its ef^^icts; and of the mode in -which it Was 
communicated to the authorities in Europe. Upon these se^;/e--' 
ral, points the Select Committee reported to the House at‘ 
length. '

The Court of Directors, on the. 24th of. April 1782,' unani-' 
mously resolved, to remove-Sir Elijah Impey from the statio^r^* 
of judge of the Court of .Dewanny Adawluj*

p^n the. 2d of' May 1782, resolutions of a ■ committee of the '' 
whole House were reported, to the effect that the holding ' by' 
any judge ' of the Supreme Court of an office granted by, and 
tenable at, the pleasure of the Company, was against the. good 

purposes
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purposes and policy of the act of the 13th Geo. Ill, . and tended 
to create a dependence in the said Court upon those whose 
actions it was intended to contri^l; and that all appoint^ments 
to ' ofB^ices of such descriptions of any judge of the Supreme 
Court ought to be held null and void; and that the ^i^i^ec^t^ors 
of the East-India Company should order the same to be an
nulled and vacated accordingly.

On the 3d of .May 1782, the House of Commons ' resolved, 
on a division, in which the numbers were fifty-one for the 
question, and five against if That an humble address be 

presented to his Majesty, that he would be pleased to recall 
Sir Elijah Impey, one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort Wili^iam in Bengal, to answer to the 
charge of having accepted an office granted by, and tenable 
at, the .pleasure of the servants of the East-India Company, 
which has a tendency to create a dependence in the said 
Supreme Court upon those over whose actions the said court 
was ' intended as a control, contrary to the good purposes 
and true intent and meaning of an act of the thirteenth year 
of his Majesty’s reign.” ‘
Sir Elijah Impey w^ recalled accordingly. Subsequently

to his return to England, several articles of impeachment 
were exhibited against him; but, after much discussion, they 
were drop^i^id; a division having taken place in a com
mittee of the house on the first charge, of which the num
bers were seventy-three for the impeachment, and fifty-five 
against it.

From this period .until the year 1797, no alteration of miy 
importance was made in the constitution or powers of the Su
preme Court at Calcutta. On the 26th of June in that year, 
leave was given in the House of Commons to bring in a bill.

For abolishing the office of one of the judges of that court, 
for pensioning judges returning to Europe in certain cases, 
and for other objects, connected as well with the Supreme 
Court at Calcutta as with the Mayor’s Courts at Ma^dras 

“ and Bombay,” which remained as constituted by the charter 
of 1753.

The number of judges was originally fixed at four; but, 
, from

4<
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from 1*7(5 to 1791, his Majesty only appointed three judges to 
the Supreme Court. In 1791, however, the number was 
increased to four, under the authority which his Majesty 
possessed. Considerable opposition was experienced to the 
proposed bill, which was declared to be pregnant with conse
quences of the most alarming nature; as tending to establish 
the first, and perhaps fatal, precedent of a pension list within - 
the nomination of the crown, payable out of the finances . of 
the Company without their consent; and . subversive: of, and 
derogatory from, .one of the ■ most sacred principles in the admir 
nistration .of British India; -namely, that judges should be in
dependent of the Crown.

The Company petitioned against the bill,. and were heard by 
coun^K^l.; but their resistance was ineffei^t^^^l; for, on the 10th 
of July 1797, the proposition was adopted by the House .of 
Commons.

At the time that these proceedings were pending, the atten
tion of Parliament was directed to the consideration of the 
state of justice at Madras and Bomb^ay; and a bill passed the 
House of Commons, on the 15th of July 1797, for the better 
administration of justice at those presidencies. In this bill, as 
well as . in that respecting pensions, several alterations were 
made by the Lords, in which the Commons did not concur. It 
was subsequently determined to throw the two bills into one 
^^H; . and the same passed both Houses, and received ■' the royhl ' 
assent on the 20th of July 1797; under the title of “ . An Act 
“ for the better Adminfstratfoh of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, 
“ and . Bombay.”

The regulations prescribed in that act for the grant. of pen
sions, with subsiequent- modfffcltfons thereof, will be stated 
under the head of Pensions.

The new act extended the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
at Calcutta- to the province of Benares, and to all places that 
might thereafter become subject to the presidency of Fort-
William. ..

In 1825, further provision was made as to ' the - salaries and - - 
pensions to the judges.—{Vide Pensions and Salaries.)

In -February 1826, Right. Hon. Wil^l^i^ams Wynn, President 
, ■ of
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of the Board of Commissioners, obtained leave to bring tn a 
bill to regulate Juries in India.—{Vide Juries, &c.)

LAWS.

LAWS.

177S.
13 Geo. 3, 
e. 63, § 13.

His Majesty 
jnay, by charter 
or letters patent, 
establisli a Su
preme Court of 
J^^d^i'^ature at 
Fort William, 
& c——iSi^e fui'th<^ 
21 Geo. 3, c, fO.

To consist of a 
chief^^^^^ce, and 
twootherjudges; 
who invested 
with civil, cf1- 
minal, admiral
ty, and ecclesias
tical jurisdiction, 
and may cstab- 
iish mles nf prac^ 
tice and pi^ocess. 
To be a co'urt of 
record, Oyer and 
Terminer and 
Gaol I^eUvery, 
for Calcutta and 
Fort Wil^^^m.

• Establishment. .
(1) Whereas liis late Majesty King George the 

Second did, by his letters patent bearing date at West
minster, the eighth day of January, in the twenty
sixth year of his reign, grant unto the said United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East-Indies, his royal charl^i^i'; thereby, amongst other 
things, constituting and establishing courts of civil, cri
minal, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, at the said United 
Company’s respective settlements at Madras-patnara, 
Bombay, on the island of Bombay, and Fort William 
in Benj^i^l; which said charter does not suff^ientty pro
vide for the due administration of justice in such man
ner as the state and condition of the Company’s pre
sidency of F'ort William in Bengal, so long as the said 
Company shall continue m the possession of the terri
torial acquisitions before mentioned, do and must re
quire ; be it therefore enacted by the authority afore
said, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, by 
charter or letters patent under the great seal of Great
Britain, to erect and establish a Supreme , Court of Judicature at Fort 
William aforesaid, to consist of a chief justice and two * other judges,- 
being . barristers in England or Ireland, of not less than five years’ 
standing, to be named, from time to time, by his Majesty, his heirs, and 
successors ; which said Supreme Court of Judicature shall have, and 
the same court is hereby declared to have, full power and authority 
to ''exercise and perform all civil, criminal, admirr^lty, and ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, and to appoint such clerks, and other ministerial officers 
of the said court, with such reasonable salaries as shall be approved 
of by the said governor-general and couni^ii; and to form and establish 
such rules ot piactice, and such rules for the process of the said court, 
and to do all such other things as shall be found necessary for the 
administration of justice, and the due execution of all • or any of jhe 
powers which by the said charter shall or may be granted and com
mitted to the said cou^t:; -and also shall be, at all times, a Cout;t of 
Record, and shall be a Court of- Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Deli-' 

-e very.

• Two Puisne in the room of three—1797, 37 Geo. 3, c. 142.
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very, in and for the said town of Calcutta, and factory of Fort Wil
liam in Bengal aforesaid, and the limits thereof, and the . factories subor
dinate thereto.

LAWS.

Jurisdiction, when Jirst established.

(2) The Slid new charter which his Majesty is here
inbefore empowered to grant, and the jurisdiction, 
powers, and authorities to be thereby estafcdi^lj^d^ shall 
and may extend to all British subjects who shall reside

Extent; of the 
^m^sdiction and 
po7ver of his Ma- 

and of the Su- 
^UdfCatUlo^^^ kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and
2^/iese powers are Orissa, or any of them, under the projection of the 
resiricted, aad de- said United Company, and the same ' charter shall , be

Ge0' competent and e5^e<^l;U^^i; and the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, therein and thereby to be established,' shall 

have full power and authority to hear and determine all complaints 
against any of his Majesty’s subjects for any crimes, misdemeanors, 
or oppressions committed or to be committisd; and also to entertain, 
hear, and determine any suits or actions whatsoever against any of his 
Majesty’s subj^ts in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and any suit, action, 
or complaint against any person who shall, at the time when such debt 
or cause of action or complaint shall have arisen, have .been employed 
by, or shall then have been, directly or indirectly, in the. service of the 
said United Company, or any of his Majesty’s subjects.

Jurisdiction limited and defined by expla-naito'ry Act 1781.

Supreme crnirt (3) The stiid Supreme Court shall not have or exer-
j'urisd'ictioiT 1’17 ji^i^lsdii^tii)^ in a^jr mattee cc^^crr^ing; ttie!
any maitt^^^ con- rrvenur!,• w concerning any act or acts ordered 
crrn1i1g the rrvr- done in the c^ll^i^ition therr^fj according to the usagr 

' and practice of the country, or the regulations of ehr
governor-genrral and council.

(4) For removing all doubts concerning the persons 
subject to the jurisdiction of the said Supreme Court, 
be it enacted, that no person shall be Subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Count,' for or by reason o^ 

his being a landowner, landholder, or farmer of land, 
or of land rent, or for receiving a payment or pension 
in lieu of any title to, or ancient possession o5, rand 
or land rent, or for receiving, any compensation or 

share of profits for collecting of rents payable to the public out 
of such lands or districts as are actually farmed by himself, or 
those who are his undier-tenants in virtue of his farm, or for exercising 
within the said lands and farms any ordinary or local authority 
commonly annexed to the possession or farm thereof, within ^e pro
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, or for or by reason of his 
becoming security for the payment of the rents reserved or otherwise 

K payable

(3) The saiid Supreme Court shall not have or exer-

revenue- w concerning any act or acts ordered

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, § 14.

17^8^.
21 Geo. ?, 
c. 70, 7 8.

No person shall 
be subject to the 
j^i^i’s^d^iction of 
the supreme 
court on account 
of lus beinn a 
land-owner or 
farmer of land, 
&c.

5 9.
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1781.
21 Geo. 3, 

c. 70, § 10.

§ 24. J^i^c^j^cial off^- 
cers in thecoun. 
try courts not li
able tt Mtions
in the supreme 
court fot Uieir

§ 25.

S 26.

Geo. 3, 
c. 1
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payable out of any lands ot fatms, ot fatms of land, within the pto: 
vinces of Bengal, Bahat, and Otissa. . ■

(5) No petson, fot ot by teason of his being em- jjor ' for being
’’ ployed by the Company, ot the govetnot-genetal and employed by the 

■ council, ot by an^'jjt^tson detivin^ authotit.y undet ’actions
them, ot fot ot on account of his bein^ employed by fori^i^is!^])i^i^ses,&c. 
a native ot - descendant of a native of Gteat Btitain, 
shall become subject to the jutisdiction of the Supteme Coutt in any 
muttet of inhetitance ot succession to lands ot goods, ot in any 
mattet of dealing ot conttact between patty ot patties, except in 
actions - fot wtongs ot ttes^^s^i^^st and - also except in any civil suit by 
agteement of patties in wtiting, to submit the same to the decision of 
the said coutt.

(6) Wheteas it is teasonable to tendet the pto- 
vincial magisttates, as well natives as Btitish subjects, 
mote safe in the execution of theit ofSi^^; be it enact
ed, that no action fot wtong ot injuty shall lie in the for- wrong, &c. 
Supteme Cout^ against any petson whatsoevet exet- joutt °for"*tiieir° 
cising a judicial office in the countty coutts, fot any decrees, &c. 
judgment, dectee, ot otdet' of the said coutt, not .
against any petson fot any act ' done by ot in vittue -of the otdet of the 
said coutt. -

(7) In . case of an infotmation intended to be 
btought ot moved fot against any such ofEicet ot ma- 
gisttate, fot any cottupt act ot acts, no tule ot othet 
p tocess shall be made ot issued theteon until notice be 
given to the said magisttate ot offiicet, ot left at his 
usual place of abode, in wtiting, signed by the patty 
ot his attotney, one month, if the petson exetcising 
such office shall teside within fifty mi^es of Ca^^^l^^^; two months, if 
he shall teside beyond fifty mil^t^i^; and thtee months, if he shall 
teside beyond one hundted miles ftom Calcutta, befote - the suing out 
ot setving the sam^: in which notice the cause of complaint shall 
be fully and - explicitly conta^i^i^d; not shall any vetdict be given 
against such magisttate, until it be ptoved on ttial that such notice 
hath been given; and in default of such ptoof, a vetdict with costs

' shall be given fot the defendant.
' (8) No magisttate shall be liable, in any such
case, to- any petsonal caption ot attest, not shall be 
obliged to put in bail, until he shall have declined - to

■ appeat to answet aftet notice -given as dit^cted by 
this act, and ' setvice of the ptocess ditecting his ap- 
peatance by- hims^l^lf ot his- attotney.

(9) Wheteas the ptovince ot disttict of Benates has 
been ceded to the said United Company, and been gn-

No rule, &c. 
duU made on 
u^foinm^t^on a
gainst any such 
officer, until pro
per notiice has 
beeo given to 
him. Juii^sdic. 
tion limited.

No such magis
trate liable to ar- 
r^t, until be 
shall have de^i^n- 
ed to appear to 
answer, &c. ,

1799.
39 and 4^ ■
c. 79,° §^^0. nexed to ’ the said ptesidiency of Foth William in Ben

' gal, since ' the establishment o^ the said Supteme Couth

From inatch 1° 
isoi, to extend 
over die province 
of Benares, &c.

of
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o^ Judicature at Fort William aforesaid, and it- is expedient that' the 
same should be subject to the jurisdiction of the said court, in like 
manner as the kingdoms or provinces 'of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissia; 
and that the said province or district, and ' all 'other provinces or dis
tricts;- which may hereafter be at any time annexed and made subject 
to the said presidency, should be subject to such regulations as the 
Govemor-G^ne^raTand Council of- Fort-William aforesaid have framed 
or may frame for the better administration ■ of justice - among the native 
inhabitants - and others -within'the same respi^t^t^^'^i^l^^; be it therefore 
further enacted, that from and after the first day of March, which will 
be - in the year of our Lord one - thoufand eight hundred and one, the 
jiower and authority -of the- said Supreme Court of Judicature in and 
for the said presidency of Fort William aforesaid, as now -and by virtue 
of this act established, - and all - such regulations as have been or may 
be hereafter,- according to the powers and authorities, and subject to 
the provisions and restrictions before enacted, framed, and provided, 
shall extend to and over the said province or district o^ Benares; and 
to - and over - all - the factories, dist^^cts, and places which now are or 
hereafter shall be made subordinate thereto, and to and over all such 
provinces and districts as may at- any time hereafter be annexed and 
made subject to-the said presidency of Fort - William aforesaid.

Go'veir^o)'’General and Council.
(10) The said ourt shall not be competent to hear, 

try, ■ or determine any indictment or information against 
the - said governor-general, or - any of the said council, 
for' the time being, for any offence (not being treason 
or fgloi^jy) v^l^ilch such governor-general, or any of the 
said council, shall or may be charged with having com
mitted in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa.

(H) Nothing- in this act shall extend to subject the 
person of the governor-general, or of any of the said 
dr^ncil, or chief justice and judges respectively, for 
the -time being, to be arrested or imprisoned upon any 
action, suit, or proceeding in the said court.

(12) The governor-general and council of Bengal 
shall not be subject, jointly or seve^^l^ly, to the -juris
diction of the Supreme Court of Fort William in 
Bengal, for or by reason of any- act or order, or any 
other -matter or thing whatsoever, counselled, ordered, ■

or done by them in their public capacity only; and acting as governor
general- and - council. .
Persons im

pleaded in the 
supreme cour^ 
for acts' - don^ by 
order of the go
vernor-general.

Supreme c^^rt 
not competent to 
bear and deter- 

or informations 
against the go
vernor-general, 
&c.

The gove-'hor- 
general, council, 
Ik. i^ot subject 
to be arrested or 
imprisoned,

The governor
general and 
council of Ben
gal not to b^ sub
ject to the su
preme court.

LA'ViS,

1799.
39 and 40

Geo. 3, • 
C.79, § 90.

1773,
13 Geo. 3, 

e. 63, § 15.

§ 17.

1781.
21 Geo. 3, 
c. 70, § 1.

(13)- If any person or persons shall be impleaded 
in any action or process, civil or criminal, in the said 
Supreme Court, for any act or acts done by. the - order 
of the said gov^^rnor-general and council in ' writing, 
he or they may plead the general issue, and give the 

R 2 * said
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JL--‘'WS. .s^aid -order in evidence; which said order, 'with pr^i^if &c. may -pfeirs

■2-1 Geo- s, 
C. 70, § 2.

244

§ 4. The gotenior- 
gwi^^ral, &c. to 
remain liable to 
any complaint 
before a compe- 
tenn court ut this* 
kiiigdom.

§ 5.

that the act or acts • done has or have been done general issuft
cording to the purport of the same, shall amount to a sufficient 
justification of the said acts; and the defendant shall be fully justi- 
fieO, acquitted, and discharged from all and every suit, action, and 
process whatsoever, civil or criminal, in the said court.

(14) With respect to such order or orders of the Proviso,
said governor-general and council as do- pr shall extend to any 
British subject or subjects, the said court shall have and retain- as 
full and competent jurisdiction as if this act had never been made.

(15) Nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 
construed to extend, to discharge or acquit ' the said 
governor-general and council, jointly or severally, or 
any other person or persons acting by or under their 
order, from any complaint, suit, or process, before 
any . competent court in this kingdom, or to give any 
other authority whatsoever to their acts, than acts of the same nature 
and description 'had, by the laws and statutes of this kingdom, before 
this act was made.

(16) In order to prevent all abuse of the powers
given to the governor-general and council, be it fur- ’ 
ther enacted, that in case any person, . by or j
his attorney or counsel, shall . make a complaint to the ! 
Supreme Court, and enter the same in writinng, and ' 
upon oath, of any oppression or injury, charging the ; 
same to be committed by the said governor-general, or 
nny member or members of the council, or any other 
person or persons by or in virtue of any order given 
by the saicd governor general ^nd council, nd shall 
execute a boned, with some other person whom the i 
said court shall deem responsible, jointly and seve- ' 
rally, ' to the United East-India Conipanj', in such a 
penalty as the court shall appoint efifectually to prose- - 
cute the said complaint by indictment, information, ' 
or action in some competent court in Great Britain, 
within two years of the making of the same, or of the return into 
Great Britain of the party or. parties against whom the same is 
made; that then, and in such case, the part^ complaining shall be, 
and is hereby enabled to compel, by order of the court, the produc
tion in the said Supreme Court of true copy or copies of the order or 
orders of council complained of, and to have the same authenticated 
by the court, and to examine witnesses up^n the matter of the said 
complaint, and also on the part of the person or persons complained 
of; and the said parties, as well complaining as complained of, shall 
have and enjoy severally all manner of advantages, rights, and privi
leges relative to pn^^:^ of the said complaint or tiefence, and - also 
relative' to any mandamus or colntnission to be issued by any of his

■ * Majesty’s

If any pe-^J^on. 
making ct^m- 
plaint to the su
preme coutt 
aj^i^^nst tbe go
vernor-general,. 
&c. shall execute- 
a bond to th e 
company to pro
secute the same 
in some, compe
tent' court in 
Great Britain, 
&c., such person 
may compel, by 
Glider of the 
courts the pro
duction of coptca 
of the or^(^i*s 
^mplaincd of, 
&c.
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Majesty’s courts in Westminster-Hall, in case the court upon motion 
shall think fit to issue the same, as are provided in case of any suit in 
such cases by an act of the 13th year of his Majesty’s reign* intituled 
“ An Act for establishing certain Regulations for the better Manage
ment of the Affairs of the East-India Company, as well in India as in 
Europe;md the Supreme Court -shall have the same powers for the 
compelling witnesses to appear and be examined, and the same rules and 
directions shall be observed for the transmitting the deppsitions of wit
nesses and other eaeeos to this kingdom, as are provided by the said 
recited act.

Au^t^h^^n^l^i^c^ated co
pies of orders, &e. 
shall be received in 
evidence in the 
courts at Wt^stt^i^i- 
ster. ■

at West^minster.
Limi^tion of ac

tion.

243

, LAW’S. 
1781.

21 Geo. 3, 
c. 7fl, § 5.

(17) All copies SO authenticated of orders of the 
said governor-general and council, and also the depo- ■ 
sitions which shall have been taken in ifliuiner afore- 
g^id before the Supreme Court, shall be received in 
evidence in any of his Majesty’s courts of law or equity

(18) No prosecution or suit shall be carried on against 
the said governor-general, or any member of the coun

cil, before any court in Great Britain (the high court of Parliament only 
excepted), unless the same shall be commenced within five years after 
the offence committed, or within five years after his arrival in England.

Admira^^y Jurisdiction and Prize' Causes.
(19) Whereas by the charter of justice under the great seal of Great 

Britain, bearing date the 26th day of March, in the 14th year of his pre
sent Majesty’s reign, for establishing the Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Fort William in Bengal, his Majesty did grant, ordain, establish, and 
appoint that the said Supreme Court Judicature should be a Court of 
Admirj^lljy: and whereas doubts have arisen how far the jurisdiction of 
the said Supneme Court, in criminal matters, is limited by the said 
charter to offences committed on the coasts of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, 
territories or islands respectively, within the ebbing and flowing of the 
sea and high-water marlk: and inasmuch as it is essentially necessary 
that the admiri^lty jurisdiction of the said Supreme Court of Judicature 
should extend to crimes and offences committed on the high seas at 
large : be it further enacted and declared, that the power and authority 
of the said court, granted to them by the said charter of justice, shall 
extend and be extended to the high seas, and that the said court shall, 
by force and virtue of this act, have full power and authority to inquire, 
hear, try, examine, and determine, by the oaths of honest and lawful 
men, being British subjects, resident in the town of Calcutta, all treasotts, 
murders, piracies, robberies, felonies, maimings, forestallings, extortions, 
trespasses, misdemeanors, offences, excesses, and enormities, and mari
time causes whatsoever, according to the laws and customs of the Ad
miralty of England, done, perpetrated, or committed upon any of the 
high seais; and to fine, imprison, correct, punish, chastise, and reform 
parties guilty, and violators of the laws, in like and in as ample manner, to 

all

§ 6.

§ ?•

1793.
33 Geo. 3» 

c. 529 
§ 156.
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c. 79, 
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His Majesty may 
appoint Commis
sioners for carrying 
into execution a 
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&c. in India.

181.3.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 110.

§ 102.

§ 100.

§ 111.
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laws. t all intents and purposes, as the said court might or could do if the same 
were done, perpetrated, or committed within the limits prescribed by the 
said charter of justice, and not otherwise, or in any other manner.

(20) And whereas it may be expedient for bis Ma
jesty, his heirs or successors, to issue a commission from 
his High Court of Admiralty in England, for the trial 
and adjudication of prize causes, and other maritime 
questions arising in India; be it therefore further enact
ed, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his
heirs and successors, to nominate and appoint all or any of the judges of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William aforesaid, or of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature to be erected as aforesaid at Madras, or 
the Court of the Recorder at Bombay, either alone or jointly with any 
other persons to Jie named in such commission, to be commissioners for 
the purpose of car^^^ing such commission so to be issued as aforesaid into 
execution ; any act or acts to the contrary ther^oif in anywise notwith
standing.

(17*) And whereas the courts established by the gaid Admiralty Juris, 
United Company have no jurisdiction over crimes ma- COurts ex'tenckd”^ 
ritime, and doubts have been entertained whether the
Admiralty jurisdiction ofRig Majesty's courts at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, extends to any persons but those who are amenable to their 
ordinary jurisdiction, by reason whe^^oif failures of justice may arise ; 
be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty’s 
courts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, exercising Admiralty juris
diction, to take cognizances of all crimes perpetrated on the high seas, 
by any person or persons whatsoever, in as full and ample a manner as 
any other Court of Admiralty jurisdiction established by his Majesty’s 
authority in any colony or settlement whatsoever belonging to the 
Crown of the said United Kingdom.

To hold Sessi^i^t^s^four times a Year.
(18*) And far preventing any delay of justice, or the unnecessary 

detention of persons charged with offei^c^f^s?; be it further enacted, that 
all his Majesty’s courts exercising criminal jurisdiction within the said 
several Presidencies of the said Company, shall, and they are hereby 
required, four times at the least in every year, on . such days and at such 
C^i^i^i^n^ient intervals of time as the judges of the said courts respectively 
shall appoint, to hold their sessions, for the purpose of taking cognizance 
of all matters relating to pleas of the Crown.

Advocate General.
(19*) The advocate general or other principal law offi-cer of the 

Company may exhibit informations to the King’s Courts in matters of 
revenue, &c. ' ,
, (20*) The advocate general of the Company may file information in
King’s Courts for debts due to his Majesty.

Actions
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Actions and Suits.
(21) The said Supreme Court shall hear and deter

mine any suits or actions whatsoever of any his Ma
jesty’s subjects, against any inhabitant of India residing 
in any of the said kingdoms or prov^n^es of Bengal, 
Bahar, or Orissa, or any of them, upon any contract 
or a^g^ree^me^nt in writing into byany of t^I^ei^tidl
inhabitants with any of his Majesty's said subjects, 
where the cause of action shall exceed the sum of

five hundred current ru]^(^t^ti: and where tire said inhabitant shall 
have agreed in the said contract, that in case of dispute the matter 
shall be heard and determined in the said Supreme Cornet.; and all 
such suits or actions may be brought, in the first instance, before 
the said court, or by appeal from the sentencie of an^ of the courts 
established in the said provinces, or any of them.

Appeals.
(22) It shall and' may be directed, in and by tlie said

LAWS.

17TS.
13 Geo. 3,

c. 63, ■§ 10

Appeals may
Mfe made to his new charter which his Maj^isty is hereinbefore em- 
Majesty in 
Council. powered to grant, that in case any person or persons 

whatsoever shall think himself, herself, or themselves 
aggrieved by any judgment or determination o^ the said Supreme 
Court of Judicature to be established as aforesaid, he, she, or they 
shall and may appeal from such judgment or determination to his Ma
jesty in Council, his heirs or successors, within such time, in such 
manner, and in such cases, and on such security, as his Majesty, in his 
said charter, shall judge proper and reasonable to be appointed and 
prescribed. >

(23) By the charter it is provided, that appeals may be made in civil 
suits to the King in Council, if the petition for that purpose is pre-, 
ferred within six months for that purpose, and the matter in dispute 
shall exceed 1,000 pagodas.

The supreme 
court, where the 
matt”? io (^it 
pute does not ex
ceed 1^1000 pago
das, may dirwt 
depositions to be 
filed of record, 
or not.

S 18.

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 142, 
§ 4.

(24) Whereas by the charter of justice granted by ■ 
his Majessty, under the authority of the hereinbefore 
recited act, passed in the thirteenth year of his present 
Majesty's reign, the said Supreme Court of Judicature 
was directed and required t;o reduce or cause to be 
reduced to writing the depositions of witnesses m civji 
causes, and was directed to require the same to be sub
scribed by such witnesses, with their name or other

mark, and to file the same of record : and whereas, by the said char
ter of justice, it was also directed that no appeal should be allowed from 
the said Supreme Court of Judicature, unless the value of the matters 
in dispute exceed the sum .of one thousand pagodas: and whereas the 
requiring the depositions of witnesses to .be reduced into writing, and 
^led of record, is produtctive of much expense and delay in small 
causes, where the value of the matter in dispute does not exceed one 

R 4 thousand
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LAWS, thousand pagodas, and which, for reason, cannot be . made the 
subject of ; be it therefore enacted, that from and after . the
passing of this act, it -shall be in the discretion of the said Supreme 
Court, in all cases when the value of the matter in dispute does not 
exceed one thousand pagodas, either to di^^ct the deposition of -wit* 
nesses to be reduced into writing, and filed of record, or not, as the 
said court shall think fit, in the particular casie: any thing in the said 
charter of justice contained to the contrary notwithstanding,

British Subjects ami others amenable to Courts.
(25) All his -Majesty’s subjects, as well servants o^ the said United 

Company -as others, shall be, and are hereby declared to be, amenable 
to all courts of justice (both in India and in Great Britain) of -compe
tent jurisdiction to try of^miies committed in India, fU-r all acts, inju
ries, wrongs, oppressions,, trespasses, misdemeanors, crimes, and of
fences whatsoever, by them or any of them done, or to be done or 
committed, in any - of the lands or territories of any native prince or 
state, or against their persons or properties, or. the persons or pro
perties any of their subjects or people, in the same manner as if 
the same had been done or committed within the territories directly 
subject to and under the British government in India.

(26) The servants of the said United Company, Persons resi
as all other of his Majesty’s subjects resident or 
to -be resident in India, shall be, and are hereby de
elated to be, amenable to the Courts of Oyer and Ter
miner and Gaol De^livery, and Courts of General or 
Quarter Sessions of the Peace, in any of the British 
India, for all murders, felonies, homicides, manslaughters, burglaries, 
rapes of women, perjuries, confederacies, riots,- routes, retainings, 
oppressions, trespasses, wrongs, and other misdemeanors, offences, and 
injuries whatsoever, by them done, committed, or perpetrated, or to 
be by them hereafter done, committed, or perpetrated, in any of the 
countries or parts of Asia, Africa, or America, beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, to - the Straits of Magellan, within the limits of the - ex
clusive trade of the said United Company, whether the same - shall 
have been done, committed, or perpetrated, or shall hereafter be done, 
committed, - or perpetrated, against any of his Majesty’s subjects, or 
against any other person or persons whatever.

. . Evidence of Bonis, Deeds, &c.
(27) Whereas great difficulties, expense, and delay 

often arise in giving pr^^^ in Great Britain of the ex
ecution - of bonds, and other deeds and writings, exe
cuted and witnessed by persons resident in the East
Indies ;■ -and the like di^culties, expense, and delay also 
arise in giving prooi^ in the East-Indies of the execu
tion of bonds and other deeds and writings executed

settlements in

5 38. Bonds executed 
in the East-In
dies shall be evi
dence in Britain, 
and contra^iW'i*^, 
on . of the 
hand-writing, of 
the parties,

and
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and witnessed by persons resident in Great Britain; for remedy 
thereof, be it enacted, that whenever any bond, or other deed or 
writing, executed in the East-Indies, and attested by any person or 
persons resident there, shall be offered in evidence in any of the courts 
of justice in Great Britain, it shall be suffii;ient to prove, by one or 
more credible witness or witnesses, that the name or names sub
scribed to such bond, deed, or writing, purporting to be of the hand 
or hands-writing o^ the obligor or obligors to such bond, or o^ the 
party or parties to such deed or writing, is or are of the proper hand
writing or hands-writing of such obligor or obligors, parity or parties 
resp^^tt^^elT; and that the name or names set and subscribed of the 
witness or witnesses attesting the execution of the same respectively, 
is or are of the proper hand or hands-writing of the witness or wit
nesses so attesting the same, and that such witness or witnesses is or 
are resident in the East-Indies ; and, in like manner all courts of jus
tice in the East-Indies shall admit the like prooif of the execution of 
bonds and other deeds and writings executed in Great Britain, and 
witnessed by any person or persons resident in Great Britaiit: and 
such proofs shall be deemed and taken to be as valid and sufficient 
evidence of the due execution of such bonds, and other deeds and 
writings, as if the witness or witnesses thereto was or were dead.

Insolvent Debtors.
(g6) A nd whereas doubts may have arisen whether 

any of the Courts of Judicature established in India 
by virtue of his Majesty’s charter, are competent to 
administer adequate reli^if to insolvent debtors, who 
stand charged in execution for debts under a certain 
amount, according to the provisions of an act passed 
in the thirty-second year of his late Majesty’s reign, 
commonly called The Lord’s Act, be it therefore fur
ther enacted, that it .shall and may be • lawful for the 
j'udge of the said Supreme Court at Fort • William, and 
of the Supreme Court which his Maj’esty is empowered 
by this act to erect at Madras, or for the Court of the

The judge of 
the supreme 
court at Fort 
William, and of 

' the supreme 
cour^ to l^e c^ect- 
ed at Madras and 
the court of the 
rec^^drr at Fom- 
hay, may make 
ru^^s^ for extend
ing to insolvent 
dchiors the relieir 
intended by act 
32 Geo. 2, com
monly caUed 
T^ie Lord’s Act.
Recorder at Bombay, to make and publish such rules and orders .as to 
them respectively shall seem meet, • for extending to such . insolvent 
debtors as shall be in execution under the process of-such respective 
courts, or of any court previously established at such presidency 
respectively, for sums under the amount to be prescribed by such 
rules and orders, the rel^^lf intended by the said act, and to^ prescribe 
and order what weekly sum the creditor or creditors at whose suit 
such debtor stands charged in execution, shall be obliged to pay and 
allow, in case such creditor or creditors. shall insist on such debtor 
being detained in custody, and to adopt and proportion the same, as 
weir as the amount of such debt as above-mentioned, to the general 
state and condition such debtors, whether natives or Europeans,

■ under

1786.
26 Geo. 3, 
c. 57, § 38.

1800.
39 and 40
Geo. 3, 

c. 79, 
§ 23.
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under the jurisdiction of such court respectj^i^el;/; and such courts are 
1800.

89 and 40 ,
Geo. S,
c. 79,
§ 23. _
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§24.

1781.
21 Geo. 3, 
c. 70, § 17.

§ 18.

All rules made 
previous to the 
notification of 
this act m t^h^e 
preside^n^cjes, for 
the relief of in
solvent debtors, 
shall be confirm
ed, and all suits 
commenced for 
acting under 
them sba11 be 
void,

hereby authorized and empowered, as soon as such rules and orders 
shall have b^en made and established, to proceed to act upon the .same 
accordingly as cases may arise to require the same, and to make such 
orders in such cases as may be necessary to carry the same fully into 
efiEen^l;: provided always, that all such rules and . orders as are first 
above mentioned, for prescribing the mode in which such reliel^ shall 
be administered, shall be transmitted to the president of the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to be laid before his Ma
jesty for his royal approbation, correction, or revision, and such rules 
and orders shall be observed until the same shall be repealed or varied, 
and in the last case with such variation as shall be made therein.

(27) And be it further' enacted, that all rules and 
orders heretofore made or hereafter to be made, pre
vious to the notification of this present act, in such 
presidencies respectively, by any of the. courts above
mentioned, or any court previously established in either 
of the said presidencies for the relieif and discharge of 
such insolvent debtors, and all acts by them, or either 
of them, done or commanded in pursuance thereof, 
shall be, and they are hereby ratified and confirmed, 
and all present actions and suits, indictments, informa
tions, . and all molestations, prosecutions, and proceedings whatsoever, 
which may have been, or may be had, commenced, or prosecuted, 
against any person whomsoever, for acting or having acted under and 
in obedience to any such rules or orders, are and shall be discharged, 
annulled, and utterly made void and of no effect, to all intents and 
purposes, by virtue of this act. .

Native Lam and Usages to be obseirved.
(28) The Suprekne Court of Judicature at Fort Wil- 

H^im in Bengal shall have full power and authority 
to hear and clet^rmine, in such manner as is provided 
for that purpose in the said charter or letters patent, 
all and all manner of actions and suits agidnst all and 
Si^jgular the mhabitants of the said city of ^^It^c^t^t^ta; 
provided that their inheritance and succession to lands, rents, and 
goods, and all matters of contract and dealing between party and 
party, shall be determined, in the case of Mahoinedans, by the laws 
and usages of Mahom^i^t^r^n; and in the case of Gentus, by the laws 
and usages of Gentt^^: and, where only one of the parties shall be a 
Mahomedan or Gentu, by the laws and usages of the defendant.

(29) In order that regard should be had to the civil 
and religious usages of the said natives, be it enacted, 
that the rights and authorities of fathers of families, 
and masters of families, according as the same might 
have been exercised by the Gentu, or Mahomedan

the su
preme court shall 
determine ^c- 
tions between 
Mabomedan and 
Gentu inhabi- 
tanisof Calcutta.

x'be au^boi^ity 
olf fathers and 
masters of fami
lies, among the 
natives, to be 
preserved, &c,

law,
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law, shall be preserved to them respectively within' their said fami
lies; .-nor shall any acts done in conseqi^i^i^ce of the rule and law of 
caste, respecting the members of' the said families only, be held and 
adjudged a crime, although the same may not be held justifiable by 
the laws of England. ■

The supreme 
court may frame 
such forms of 
process, &c. m 
suits against the 
natives, as shall 
suit their religion 
and manners.
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1.AWS;-

1781.
21 GeO. 3, 

c. 70, 
§ 18.

§ 19

(31) Such new forms of process, and rules and orders 
for the execution thereof, shall be forthwith trar^s- 
mitted to one o^ his Majesty’s principal secretaries of 
state, to be laid before his Majesty, for his royal ap
probation, correction, or refusal; and such process

§ 20.

(30) It ®iiill and ' may be lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, to 
frame such process, and make siuch rules and orders 
for the execution thereof, in suits civil or ' criminal 
against the natives of Bengal, Bahar, and ■ Orissa, as 
may accommodate the same to the religion and man
ners of such natives, so far as the same may consist

with the due execution of the laws and attainment of justice.
Such forms to 

be transmitted to 
one of the Secre
taries of State 
for his Majesty’s 
approbation.

shall be used, and such rules and orders shall be observed until the 
same shall be repealed or vari<^d; and in the last case, with such 
variations as shall be made therein. '

Passage-Mone^ to Judges, Sc.
The Court of Directors shall, and they are hereby required to pay 

and advance to all and singular the persons hereafter mentioned, 
who shall be resident in the United Kingdom at the time of their 
respective appointments, for the purpose defraying' the expenses of 
their equipments and voyage, such sums of money as are set against 
the names of such persons respectively; that is to say.

To the chi^f justice, Fort William.....................
Each of the puisne jrn^j^gs............................... 1,000

(^ide Passage-Money.)

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§89.

• Salaries.
The salaries of the judges the Supreme Court at Calcutta 

commence on their respectively taking upon them the e cution of 
their office, and are in lieu of all fees or perquisites : vis. —

To the chief justice of the Supreme Court;.... jeii a^tu^um.
Each the puisne ju^^i^ ........................   6,000 do.

(Vide Salaries.)

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, § 21.

■ ■ F^en^si^ons.
The existing taws as to pensio^^ to the judges were framed in 

1825, by which it is provided that no allowance shall be made to 
any judge who sh^H. not have resided in India as chi^^ justice or 
puisne judge, or as partly one and partly the other, for five year^; 
after which period the scale of pensions is guided by length of service.

To
I
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To -'the-chi^ justice- who -shall'have served as' suck * •'
■ for five years .-£^1,000 periinnum.
As chii^if or puisne, partly one - and partly the other ■ ■

’ ■ of^ce, seven years -  ............ ’... ii... 1,300 do.
Do. ten ye^^s^.. *.....................................................do. .
To each puisne judge, after' five years^. ............... 750 do.
Do. seven yeai^r........................ ..............................ilo.
Do. ten years ...............__ ............................
If a chii^if justice has not filled that office in one of the Supreme 

Courts for five years, he is only entitled, on resigning, to the allow
ance to be made to the puisne judges of the court to which such 
Chi^f justice shall belong.—For the Laws (Fide Pensions.)

MADRAS AND BOMBAY.
The Mayor’s Court, which existed at Madras until 1797, ■ 

was in that year superseded by the establishment of a Re
corder’s Court, under the 37th Geo. IU, cap. 142, which 
Goiprt wa^ abolished in 1800 by the act of the 39th and 4.0th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 79; and a Supreme Court of Judicature was 
erected in its room, to consist of a chie'f justice and two puisne 
judges. Lette^r^s. patent granting a charter of justice were 
issued on the 26th D^e^cember 1801.

In the year 1823, an act was passed authorizing the abolition 
of the Recorder’s Court at Bombay and the establishment in 
its room Df a Supreme Court of Judicature, to consist of the 
like number of judges a^ the Supreme Court at Fort Whl].^am 
in Bengal (4th Geo. IV, cap. 71), by the 17th section of which 
act it was provided, that the courts at Madras and Bombay 
shall have the same powers as the court at Fort Wi^l^^i^^m. It 
has therefore been deemed unnecessary to give more than the 
second sectj^c^n.of the act of 1800, establishing the Supreme 
Court at Madras, and the 7th and 17th sections of the act of 
1823, establishing a Supreme Court at Bombay, and investing 
those courts respectively Aiiti the powers possessed by the Su
preme Court at Calcutta, the laws regarding which have already 
been -noticed. .

LAWS.

1800.
39 and 40

Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 2.

' LAWS.
Esta^blishMent Supreme at Madras. '

(1) And whereas it may be expedient, for the better His Majesty 
administration of justice in the said settlement of *’®y establish a

Madras,
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supreme court of Madras, . that £t Supreme Court of Judicature should’ 'be 
j^^d^^cature at , 
Madras, to con
sist of the like 
number of per
sons, &c. as the 
Supi^rn^e (Joui't*

established at.Ma^dras, ip. the same form, and.with the 
same powere and 'authorities, as .that now subsisting, 
by virtue of the several i^ets before-mentioned, .at Fort 

_ William in Bengal: be it therefore enacted, that’ it 
afFort-William.. shall and may ’ be lawful for. his Majesty, his ’ heirs and 
successors, by charter or letters patent under the great seal of Grea- 
Britain, to erect and establish a Supreme ’Court of Judicature . at Ma
dras aforesaid, to consist, of such and the .like -number of persons, to 
be named from time to time by his . Majesty, hi$ heirs and successors, 
with full power to exercise such civil, criminal, .admWty, and eccle
siastical jurisdiictions, both as.to natives and ’British subjects, and to 
be 'invested with such power and authorities, . privii^g^s and .immuni
ties, for the better administration of the same, and subject to the same 
limitations, restrictions, and control within the said Fort St. George 
and town of. Madras, and the limits thereof, and the -factories subor
dinate thereto, and within the . territories ’ which now are or hereafter 
may be subject to or dependant .upon the ’ said government Of Madras, . 
as the said Supreme Court of Judicature ’ at Fort William in Bengal, 
by virl^t^cD^ any law now in .force and unrepealed, or by this present 
act, doth consist of, is invested with, or subject to- within the said Fort 
William, or the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa.

Establishment. Of Supreme Courts at Bombay. ,
Supreme court (2) And whereas his late Majesty King George II.

of judicature at did by his letters . patent bearing date at Westminster 
St^lishe^ ** eighth day of January in the twenty-sixth year of 

his reign, grant unto the United Company ofMerchants 
of England trading to the' East-Indies, his 'royal ch'artt^r- thereby 
amongst other things constituting and establishing courts of civil, cri
minal, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction at the United Company’s respec
tive settlements at Madraspatnam, Bombay, or the Island of Bombay 
and Fort William in Bengi^l; and whereas the said clrarter in as far as 
it respects the administration of justice at Bombay, has been altered 
and changed by virtue of an act passed in the thirty-seventh year of 
his late Maj'esty King George III, intituled “ An Act for the better 

Administration of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay^, and 
“ for preventing British subjects from being cpncemed in . Loarns.to 
“ Native Princes in India and by letters patent granted by his said 

^^ate Majesty King George III, and bearing date’ at Westminster on the 
twentieth day of February in the thirty-eighth 'his reign, amongst
other things, for the establishment of a . court called “ The Court of 
“ the Recorder of Bombay ;’’ and-whe^reas the said charter of the 
eighth day of January, in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of his 
Majesty King George II, so far as it respects .the administration of 
justice’ at Fort^- William. in Bengal, has been altered and changed . by 
rviritue of an act passed ' in the . thirteenth year of. his.^aid late .Majesty

King

ItAWS.

l>00,
39 and 40

Geo. 3, 
c. 79, I 2*

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 
c. 71, §7.
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Ring George III, intituled “ An ■ Aet for ■ establishing certain Regula- 
“■ tions for the better. . man^a^ietei^i^ilt of the Affairs ■of the East-India 

Company, as well in India as ■ in Europe, and by divers subsequent 
“ statutes^nd whereas the said last-mentioned charter, so far as it 
respects the administration of justice at Madras, has been ■ altered or 
changed by virtue of the said act of the thirty-seventh year of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, arid also by an act of the thirty-ninth 
and fortieth years ■ of - his said late Majesty, intituled “ An Act for 
‘f establishing certain Regulation” for the Government of the- British 

Territories in India, and the better Administration of Jusl^ic^ei-wiii^hin 
“ the sw^efan^d■whereas it may be expedient for ■ the better admi- 
nisSraSion Justice in the said seStlement of Bombay, that a Su
preme Court of JudieaSure should be established at Bombay ■in the 
same form ■ and with the same powers and authorities as that now-sub
sisting by virtue . of the several acts before-mentioned at ■Fort ■ William 
in Bengid; be ■ it therefore enacted,, that it shall and may be lawful 
for his Majesty, his heirs and successor”, by charter or letters patent 
under. the ■ great seal of Great Britain, to erect and establish ■a Supreme 
Courit. of Judicature ■ at Bombay aforesaid, to consist of such ■and the 
like ■ number of persons to be named, from time to time, by his Ma
jesty, his heirs and sue•eessors, with full power to exercise such ■ civil, 
criminal, admiralty, and ecelesitstietl jurisdiction, both a” to ■ natives 
and British subjeeSs, and to be invested with such powers and autho-' 
rities, privileges, and immunities for the better administration of the 
same, and subjeeS to the same limitations, restrictions, and ■ control, 
within the said town and island of Bombay, and the limiSs thereof, 
and the territories subordinate thereto, and within the territories- which 
now are or hereafter may be subject to or dependant upon the said 
government of Bombay, as the said Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal, by vir^^^’^^ any law now in force and unre
pealed doth consist of, is invested with or subject to, within the said 
Fort William, or the places subject to or dependant on the govern
ment theri^i^lF; provided always, that the governor and ■ eouneil at 
Bombay, and the - governor-general at Fort William aforesaid, -^liall 
enjoy the same exemption and no other, from the authorrty of the said 
Supreme Court of Judietture to be there erected, as is enjoyed by 
the said governor-general and council at Fort William aforesaid, for 
the time being, from the jurisdicsion of the Supreme Court of Judi
cature there already/ by law established.

Courts at Madras and Bomba^y.
(3) And be it further declared and enacted, that it 

hath ■been and is and shall be lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Madras, within Fort ■St. George 
and the ■town of Madras and the limits thereof, and ■the the ^0^*" 
faetories subordinate thereto, and within the territories 
which now are, or hereafter may be ■subject to or d.ie-

Co^i^it at Ma
dras ond ^c^th- 
bay to have the 
same - powers as

William in Ben
gal.

pendant
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pendant upon the government of Mad^i^si; and that; it shall be lawful 
for the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay to - be created 
by virtue of this act, within the said town and island of Bombay and 
the limits thereof, and the factories subordinate thereto, and within 
the territories which now are or hereafter may be subject to or de
pendant upon the said government of Bombay , and the said Supreme 
Courts respectively are hereby required, within the same respectively, to 
do, execute, perform and fulfil all such acts, authorities, duties, matters, 
and things whatsoever as the said Supreme Court of Fort William is 

' or may be lawfully authorized, empowered, or directed to do, execute, 
perform, and fulfil within Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, or t^he 
places subject to or dependant upon the government thereof.

Passage-Money.
To the chief j^^ticc.................
To each puisne judge................

Salaries.
To the chief j■uttice at Madi^s^s.. 60,000 Madras Rs. per annum.
To the chief jutiice at Bombl^s'.• .60,000 Bombay Rs. 
To each puisne judge at Madi^t^a.. 50,00u Madras Rs. 
To each puisne judge at Bombi^j^’ • 50,000 Bombay Rs.

Pensions.
To the chii^f justice, after having served as 

such, five yei^ar.....................................
As chief or puisne judge, partly one and 

partly the other, seven ye^^r.................
Ditto ten years .........................................
To each of the puisne judges, after five

ye^ar........... ............................................
Ditto seven years ................................... .
Ditto ten years ........................................

. 1,000.

do. 
do.
(^0.

£800 per annum,

1,000 do.
1,600 do.

600 (^O.
800 (^O.

1,200 <^0.

355

LAWS.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

c. 71, 5 17.

1823. ■ 
4 Geo. 4, 
c. 71, 512.*

182S.
6 Geo. 4, ' 

c. 85, 
§ 1 and 2.

§ 9 and 11,

PRINCE OF WALES’ ISLAND, SINGAPORE, and 
MALACCA.

A Recorder’s Court was established at Prince of Wales' 
Island by letters patent, . issued on the ■ 25th March 1807, in 
consequence of a petition from the East-India Company to his 
late Majesty. A treaty having been concluded with his Ma
jesty the King of the Nel^herlands, on the 17th March 1824, 
by which Great Britain obtained possession of the -island of 
Singapore and the town and fort of Malac<^a; and those set
tlements having . been- transferred to the Company^ they were

. empowered
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prince op wales' island, Singapore and Malacca. ' 

empowei’cd by the act 'of the 6th Geo. IV, cap. 85, to annex 
such possessions to Prince of Wales’ Island, or oth^e^rwise, as 
they might see fit. The Court of ^i^r^ectors, in pursuance of 
such authority, have annexed the said settlements to that of 
Prince of Wales’ Island, forming the whole into a government 
denominated the Governor and Council of Prince of Wales’ 
Island, Singapore, and Malacca. By the same act, his Ma
jesty is authorized to issue letters patent, should it be deemed 
expedient to make any alteration for the administration of 
justice. The Court accordingly presented a petition to his 
Majesty in 1825, praying his Majesty to accept a surrender 
of the charter, or letters-patent, granted in 1807, and that 
his Majesty would be graciously pleased to grant to the Com
pany letters-patent, establishing or authorizing the establish
ment of such Courts and Judicatures for the trial and punish
ment of capital and other . offences within the said settlement of 
Prince of Wales’ Island, Singapore, and Malacca. Lette^rs- 
patent have been accordingly issued, by which a Court of ■ 
Judicature is constituted, to consist of the governor and , the 
resident counsellor, and one other judge to be called the 
recorder.

LAWS. ’

1825.6 Geo. 4, 
c. «5, § 19.

LAWS^,
(1) And whereas under and by virtue and accord- Administration 

ing to the effect of an act passed in the forty-second justice nt
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George ivalacca. 
the Third, intituled, “ ' An Act to authorize the

East-India Company to make their Settlement at Fort Marl
borough in the East-Indies a Factory subordinate to the Presidency 
of Fort William in Bengal, and to transfer the servants, who on 
the Reduction of that Establishment shall be supernumerary, to 
the Presidency of Fort St. G^^rge C t^nd an act passed in the fifth

year of the rcign of his present Majesty King Gcorgc thc Fourth, 
intituled “ An Act for tgansfcgging to the East-India Company 
“ certain Possessions ncwly acquired in the East-Indies, and thc 
“ Removal of Convicts from Sumatra, the Island of Singapore in 

thc East-Indics, and the Town and Fort of Malacca and its De
pendencies, and all the Colonics, Possessions, and Establishments 
ccdcd by his Majesty the King of thc Netherlands to his said 
present Majesty King George the Fourth, by a Treaty, concluded 
between thcir said Majesties on the Seventeenth Day of March One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-four,” have become and now 

arc
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are . factories subordinate to the-presidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
and thereby, by virtue of an act passed in the thirty-ninth and for
tieth years of the reign of his said late Majesty, King George the 
Third, intituled “ An Act for establishing further Regulations for 
“ the Government of the British Territories in India, and the better 
“ Administration of Justice within the same,” are Subject to the juris
diction of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Fort Willianr afore
said ; and it may be expedient that some other provision should be 
made for the administration of justice within the said island and other 
places aforissi^id; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for his Majesty, his heirs and successors, by letters
patent under the’ great- seal of Great Britain, or in any other lawful 
manner, to make such provision for the administration of justii^ie in' 
civil, criminal, ecclesiastical, and admiralty matters, arisen and to 
arise within the said island of Singapore, and the said town and fort 

■ of Malacca and its dependencies, by his and their royal prerogative, as 
he or they might have done if the said last-nientioned act had ’ never 
been . made or pa^^^d; and in case any such provision ’shall be made 
by his Majesty, his heirs and successors, then the said island, and 
the said town and foi’t and its dependencies, from the time or several 
times when such provision shall take effect, or from any other time 
or times to be appointed by his hlajesty, his heirs or successors, 
and all the inhabitants of the said island, and the said town, fort, 
and its dependencies, and other persons being thereon, shall cease 
to be subject to and shall be wholly exempt from . the jurisdiction 
of the said Supreme Court; the said last-mentioned act, or any 
other law or statute, to the contrary ther^i^l^ in anywise notwith
standing. ’

LAWS.

1800.
39 and 40

Geo. 3,
c. 79.

COURTS OF JUDICATURE
FOR THE

TRIAL IN ENGLAND OF OFFENCES COMMITTED
IN INDIA.

In the act of the 24th Geo. Ill,’ cap. 25, by which the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India was first esta
blished, provision was made for the erection of a Court Of 
Judicature in Imgkmd for the Trial of Offences ■ cwmmittel in 
India. The court was to consist of three judges, one ap
pointed from each’ of the three courts of King’s Bench, Com-' 
mon Pleas, and ’Exchequer, four peers, ’and six members ’of 
the House of Commons. The four peers to be taken out of 
a list of twenty-six, to be chosen at the commi^^cement of 

s each
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each session; and the six commoners out of a list of forty 
membei’s chosen in the same manner; liberty being given to 
the party accused and to the prosecutor to challenge a certain 
number of The same., All depositions of witnesses taken in 
India, and all writings received by the Court of D^iie^ctc^i^s, 
and copies of those sent out by them were to be - received as 
legal evidence. The judgment of the court is made 'lfi;nal, and 
to extend to fine and imprisonment, and to the declaring the 
party incapable of ever serving the Company in any capacity 
whatever. The bill likewise provided, that every servant of 
the Company should, within two months after his- return to 
England, .deliver in upon .oath to the Cornet’ of.Ex^c^he^quer, 
an, inventory of his real and personal esta^ies; and a copy 
thereolf to the Court of Directors for the inspection of the 
proprietorjs; and in case any complaint should be made 
thereupon by the Board of Commissioners, the Court of Di
rectors or any three proprietors, possessing stock to the amount 
conjunctively of £^10,000, the Court of Exchequer were re
quired to examine the person complained of upon oath, 
and to imprison him until he answered the interrogatories put 
to. him to their satisfaction, and ■ any neglect or concealment 
was punishable by imprisonment, forfeiture of all his estates, 
both real and personal, and an incapacity of ever serving the 
Company. Considerable opposition was offered to the bill. 
The compelling persons to swear to the value of their property 
upon their return from India, was represented as harsh and 
rigorous. In defence of that provision it was said, that there 
was no other effectual mode of putting an end to the pecula
tion and extortionwhich had so long prevailed; and as a further 
defence it was urged that as the oath was not to be required 
till 1787, those who were already in India and might be 
affected retrospectively, would have an opportunity of avoid
ing its operation by returning to England before that time: 
and those who should go out subsequently, would know to what 
test they would be subject when they returned. •

The new; Court of Judicature was strongly objected to, 
especially as not allowing Indian delinquents a trial by a jury 
of their peers, which was represented as the birthright of 
every Engi^^shman. It was observed in reply, that many per
, sons
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sons in this country ar-c convicted and punished without Si 
jury, particularly that numerous and valuable set of men the 
ofBicers and privates of our army and navy. As the ordinary 
law of England was not suited to the enforcement of military 
discipline, so it had been found inadequate to the prevention 
of the grossest misconduct in India: the same principle of 
public utility' and general expediency would therefore equally 
justify another mode of trial in both cases. The courts of 
Wt^st^minster Hall, and even the power of Parliament, had 
been proved by experience to be incompetent to the punish
ment of offences committed in the distant regions of the East, 
which rendered it necessary to have recourse to a new species 
of judicature not confined to the common rules of evidence; 
and when it was considered from what classes of life the mem
bers of the proposed court , were to be taken, and that every 
possible precaution was to be used for excluding from the 
office of judge all persons who could be supposed to have any 
bias upon their minds; it might be safely said, that no -assem
blage of persons could be found better qualified to investigate 
truth or more likely to decide with candour and justice. The 
chief debate was on the bill going into a commitl^i^e;; and on 
the motion for the speaker’s leaving the chair, the numbers 
were two hundred and seventy-one yeas to sixty nayes.

The note addressed by the King to Mr. Pitt on learning 
the result, wa^ in the following term:^;—

It is with infinite pleasure I have received Mr, Pitt’s note 
containing the agreeable account of the committee on the 
East-India bill having been opened by the division of so 
very decided a majority. '
“ I trust this will prevent much trouble, being given in its 
further progress, and that this measure may lay a founda
tion for, by degrees, correcting those shocking enormities in 
India which disgrace human nature, and if not put', a stop 
to, threaten the expulsion of the Company out of that 
^a^lt^lh’y region.”
In 1786, a bill was brought in by Mr. Dundas for amending

so much of the act of 1784, as required from the servants of 
the Company returning from India, a disclosure of all ' their 
property upon oath; which measure had been loudly com

s 2 plained
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plained, of, and had created .^itnong disgust ■ and indig^na^tion 
amongst the Company’s servants in India. It also provided 
for some alteration in the CoUrt constituted by the act of 
1784, for the trial in England ^of offences committed in India. 
Strong invectives were uttered by Mr. Fox against re-enacting, 
under any modifications, a bill which took away the unalien
able birthright of every British subject, to a trial by jury. 
The bill was opposed in the House of Lords on the same 
grounds, by the Lords Carlisle, Stormont, and Loug^hboroug^h; 
but it passed by large majorities.

LAWS.

1786.
26 Geo. 3, 

c. 57,
§ 1.

Pi^eamble.— 
Recital o;f Act 24 
Geo. 3, c. 25.— 
Within ■ the first 
thirty sitting- 
days, lists of 
twenty-six peers 
to be delivered 
in, sealed up.

LAW^.
(1) Whw^eas by i^n i^nt i^am^ in l^ne twenty^-fo-^i^ou 

year of his Blbjasto’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for 
tea battar Regulation and Mbnbgemant of ■ tea 
Affaii’s of tea Ebst-India Company, and of tea Bri
tish Possessions in India: and for astbbli.sllmg a 
Court of Judicbtura for the more speedy and aI^ec- 
tual Trial of Persons bccusad of Offancas committed
in tea Ebst-Indias,” divers provisions nare made and enacted for 

the more nffactubllo prosecuting and bringing to spaado and condign 
punisement the crime of extortion, and otear misdamnbnors, com
mitted in tea Ebyt-Indias by British subjects, in tea sarvica of his 
Mbjasto, .or of tee said Cornj^j^i^nr; and pbl’ticulbr]:y for constituting 
a spacibl Court of Judicature for tea trial of any information, to be 
axeibitad in his Mbjasto’s Court of King’s Bance, againi^^- such 
offandars, under and by virtue of a commission, to be awarded under 
tea great sabl of Great Britain, directed to four members of the 
House of Peers, six members of tea House of Commons, and terea 
of the judges of his Majesty’s courts of law at Wastminstar, such 
members and judges to be salacted and chosen in the manner pre
scribed by the said act;; and the said Special Commissioners, to be 
so constituted by such commission, or any seven or more of them 
(o:f whom o-w of the said three judges was to be one), were, by the 
said act, invested with full power and authoriito to haar and determina 
every such infor-iation, and to pronounce judgment tharaon, accord
ing to thn affect of the judgment at common law, upon convictions 
liad and obtained according to thn course of- the common law, for 
extortion or other mis^i^i^^i^i^i^r: and whereas thn selection of the 
members of the said respectivn Houses of Parliamnnt, for the pur
poses bforesaid, may be rendered morn easy and convnnienlt; and 
W^i^i^eas it is judged expedient, that, instead of seven, not lass than 
ten commissioners, to be constituted by such commission as aforesaid, 
should have authoriity to hear and determine any such information, 

and,
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and, for that purpose, that a greater number of members of each ; 
House of Parliament, than is directed by the said act, should, toge
ther with the said three judges, be named and authorized as commis- 2( 
sioners in and by such commiissii^n; and whereas it is also expedient, 
that, for giving greater vigour and effiiacy to ‘ the proceedings and * 
judgments of the said special commissioners, further regulations 
should be provided and established; be it enacted, that within -the 
first thirty sitting days of the House Lords in every future ses
sion of Parliament, the members of the said House, or any of them-, 

•may respectively deliver in, at the table, lists inclosed in covers, 
sealed up, and having the words “ East-India Judicature,” and their 
respective names or titles of honour, by which . they are generally 
known and distinguished, indorsed on the outside thereof, in their 
respective proper haed-writing•: every such list containing the names 
or titles of twenty-six peers ; and - that, on the first sitting day after 
the expiration of the said thirty days, the clerk of the Parliaments, 
or his deputy or assistant, or such other person as the said House 
shall direct, shall prepare and lay upon the table of the said House 
a list of the names or titles of the Lords who shall, within the said 
thirty days, have delivered such lis^i^; and that, on the next sitfitg* 
day of the said House, the said covers shall be opened by the clerk 
of the Parliaments, or his deputy or assistant, or such other ' person 
as the said House shall direct, by order of the speaker of the said 
House, during the sitting of the said House, and all the- lists which 
shall be so delivered shall be taken out of the said covers and put - into 
a box; and the said lists shall be referred by the said Flouse to a 
commit^tf^e; who shall examine the same, and within such time as the 
said House shall direct, report to the House the name or title of 
every Lord whose name or title shall appear in ten or more of such 
lis^is; and if the names or titles of the respective members so returned 
shall not amount to twenty-six members at the least, exclusively of 
such of the members so returned as shall be struck out of the said 
lists according to the directions of this act, the members the - said 
House; or any of them, may, on any of the next seven sitting days 
of the said House,'t^e^liver in ffesh lists in covers sealed up, and 
indorsed in the manner hereinbefore directed, each of such lists 
coetainieg a number of names or titles of members of the said House, 
equal to that number by which the list returned by the committee 
shall, exclusively- of the members struck out -as aforesaid, fall short ' 
of twent^;^•^^^ix; and the said covers shall be opened, and the - lists 
disposed of, referred, and proceeded upon after the end of the said 
seven days, in the manner hereinbefore directed in respect to the said 
former lists.

Lists of forty 
Commoners to 
be delivmd in .

(2) And be it further enacted by the authority 
•aforesaid, that the members of the Hoiu^c^' otf Com
mons, to be named by that House for' the purposes 

aforesaid, shall be chosen, nominated, and appointed in the ertann^’lf 
s 3 following,

5 2-
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following, and not'Otherwise, an;yl^hing in the said recited actcon- 
tained to the contrary notwithstan^ii^jg; (that is to say), that within 

!, the first thirty ■ sitting days of the said House in every future session 
of Parliament, the members of the said House, or any of them, may 
respectively deliver in, at the table, lists, inclosed in covers, sealed 
up, and having the words “ East-India Judicature,” and their re
spective names, indorsed on the -outside thereof, in their respective 
proper hand-writing, each of which lists shall contain the names of 
forty - members of the said House;; and that, on the first sitting day 
after the es^piration-of the said - thirty days, the clerk of the said 
House, or - bis deputy or assistant, or such other person as the House 
shall direct, shall prepare, and lay upon the table, the names of all 
the members who shall have delivered such lis^^; and that on the 
next sitting day of the said House, the clerk of the said House, 
or any or either of such other persons as aforesaid, shall, at the table, 
during the sitting of the said House, by the order of the speaker, 
take the lists .out of the-said covers, and put the said lists together into 
a box; and the said lists shall be immediately referred, by the said 
House, to a committee, who shall examine the same, and within 
such time as the House shall diV^ct, report to the House the name of 
ever^ member whose name shall appear in twenty or more of the said 
listis; and if the names so returned shall not amount to forty at the 
least, exclusively of such of the said members therein named as shall 
■e struck out of the said lists according to the di^^ctions of this act, 
the members of the said House, or any of them, may, on any of the 
next seven sitting days of the said House, deliver in at the table of 
the said House fresh listis,. in covers, sealed up and indorsed in the 
manner hereinbefore directed, each list containing a number of 
names of members of the said House equal to that number by which 
tlie list returned by the said committee shall, exclusively of such of 
the said names as shall be. so struck out, fall short of forty, and the 
said lists shall be opened, disposed of, referred, and proceeded upon, 
after the end of the said seven days, in the manner hereinbefore di
rected in respect to the said former li^^^: and the like order and course 
respectively as aforesaid, shall be taken in each House of Parliament, 
until the said numbers of twenty-six members of the House o^ Lords, 
and forty members of the House of Commons, shall have been 
returned to the said respective Houses, by the committees to whom 
the said lists shall be referred, exclusively of such .of the members so 
returned as shall be struck out of the said lists, according to the direc

. tions of this act.
(3) Provided always, and be it enacted, that if any 

of the persons named in any of the lists returned by 
the said resp<;ctive committees, - shali appear to hold 
any civil offce of profit under the crown, during his 
Majesty’s pleasure, or to be, or to havti been, a Commissioner for 
the Affairs of India, or . to be, or to have been, a Director of the said

Company,

I^^reons hold
big offices under 
the Crown to be 
struck out.
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Company, or to hold, or •to • have held, any ofi^ce or employment in 
the service of the said Company .in India, • the names of all and every .'jgg’ 
such persons shall be struck out o^ the,said lists, by the order of the 26'Geo. .3, 
said rocnocl^vo Houses of Parliament, ' ~6.57,

Si3.

S63

said respective Houses of Parliament, I i
Mode of deli- (4) Provided also, and be it further • enacted, •tha^t if

vering in of Usts the delivery of.the said lists at the tables of the respec- 
oftparlian)i0it.eS tive Houses of Parliament, in the manner directed’,by 

this act, shall occasion any interruption of .other •busi
ness, or be found inconvenient in any other respect, it shall be lawful 
for both or either of the said Houses, by their order or orders, to sub
stitute such other mode for the delivery of such lists as the said 
Houses shall respectively think fit, and that the said lists shall, after 
the making any such order or orders, be delivered according to the 
tenor and directions thereoif rcspectivi^ly; any thing hereinbofore• con
tained to the contrary • notwithstanding.
The party ac

cused and prose
cuted may chal
lenge thirteen 
peers and tvv^n- 

I ty commoners. 
—The f^rst five 
peers, and the 
f’rst s^^en com
moners notchaU 
lenged to be, 
with the three 
j^^d^es, appoint
ed special com
missioners.

§ 5,(5) And be it • further enacted, that the names of the 
twenty-six peers, and forty members of the Houses, of 
Commons, which shall have been • so chosen by the 
said respective Houses of Parliament, or the names of 
the twenty-six peers, and forty members of the House 
of Commons, which’ (in case the said lists of both ,or 
either of the said Houses shall happen to contain a • 
greater nmnber members than as aforesaid respec-< 
lively) • shall have been drawn by lot, according to • the 
directions the said •former act, or of such • of them
as shall personally appear at <lie time and place ap
pointed, in the manner by the said act directed, shall

be put into a box, to be drawn by lot, in the presence of the judges, 
to be appointed according to the directions of the said recited act, 
and of the parties to the information to be tried, or their counsel or 
agenl^is; and the person or persons against whom the said information 
shall have been exhibited, shall have the liberty, as the said names 
are drawn out, to make peremptory challenges, to the number of 
thirteen of the peers, and twenty of the members of the House of 
Commons, whose names shall have been put into the said bo;x; and 
his Majesty's attorni^^y-general, or other prosecutor, as the case may 
happen, and also the party • or parties against whom such information • 
shall have been exhibited as aforesaid, shall respectively have power 
to make challenges to any of the • names which shall be • so drawn out, 
and to assign for caus^ of challenge any such matter as, in the opinion 
of the three judges, or the majority them, shall ap^^^r, in their dis
cretion, suffii^i^nt to set -jaiside the person or persons so challenged, for 
the puqjose obtaining equal justi^i^c: and the first five names of the
said peers, and likewise the firkt seven names of the said members of 
the House of Commons, which being drawn out shall not be sp chal
lenged, or against whonf no challenge shall have been allowed, sliall 
be returned by the said judges to the Lord High Chancellor, or •Lord 

s 4 Keeper,
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Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for the custody of the great seal of 
Great Britain, who shall cause the said five peers, and the said seven 
members of the House of Commons, by their respective proper names 
or titles of honour, together with the names of the said three judges, 
to be ■ inserted in the special commission to be issued by virtue of the 
said recited act, and this present act;; and the persons who shall be 
so named and authorized in and by the said commission, shall appear 
within ten days, at the time and place to be appointed by the said 
three judges, and shall then and there take the following oath, before 
the Lord High Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, or Lords .Commissioners 
of the Great Seal of Great Britain, for the time being, or any one 
of them:—

“ I, A. B., do swear, that as a commissioner ap- Commission- 
pointed by his Majesty’s commission for the trial of “ ^'th.
the information now at issue against C. D., I will diligently attend 
such ■ trial, And that I will hear and determine the same to the best 
of my judgment, according to the evidence which shall be given.

‘ » So help me God.”
If challenger 

reduce number 
Co less than five 
peeiks and seven 
commoners, new 
lists to be made 
out. .

ii

5 7.

(6) And be it further enacted, that if, by reason of 
the challenges as aforesaid, the number of names so 
drawn out as aforesaid shall be reduced to less than 
five peers and seven members of the House of Com
mons respectively, then and m such case the said 
three judges shall forthwith certify the same to the
speakers of the respective Houses of Parliament, who shall lay the 
same before the said houses res^^^^^^^lyr; and the said houses shall 
respectively proceed, within any of the next seven days on which the" 
said houses shall respectively sit for the despatch of business, to 
choose, nominate, and appoint twenty-six members of the House of 
Lords, and forty members of the ■House of Commons, after the man
ner and course aforesaid, the lists of which said respective members ' 
so chosen and appointed shall be transmitted to the clerk of the crown 
in his Majesty’s High Court of Chancery, or his deputy, and be in
serted in a new commission, to be issued in the manner hereinbefore 
and in the said former act directed : provided always, that no day on 
which the House of Commons shall have adjourned, for want of the 
presence of a sufficient number of members to execute the provisions 
of the several acts passed in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign 
of his present Majesty, to regulate the trials of controverted elections 
or returns of members to serve in Parliament, shall be accounted 
one of the sitting days of the said House, for any of the purposes of' 
this act.

(7) And be it further enacted, that the said special Power o^ the 
commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid shall have ,C°'n“issionlrs. 
full power and authority to hear and determine every such informa
tion, and to pronounce judgment thereon according to the effect of

• the
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the judgment of the common law, upon convictions had and obtained 
according to the course of _ the common law, for extortion, or other 
misdemeanor, and also to declare the party so convicted incapable Of 
serving the King's Majesty, his heli's or successors, or the said United 
Company, in any capacity whatever; and such judgment so pro
nounced by the said special commissioners as aforesaid, upon such 
information, shall be good and effectual, and shall be conclusive, to all 
intents and purj^c^s^i^s; and no certiorari shall be granted for removing 
the proceedings of the said special commissioners, on such informa
tion, into any court whatever ; and the proceedings the said special 
commissioners shall not be impeached, or the validity ther^o:f ques
tioned, in any action or suit, or other proceeding, in any court of law 
or equity. ■ , .
Ten Commis- (8) Provided always, and be it enacted, that all and 

sioners compe- every the powers and authorities given and granted by 
the said recited act, and by • this present act, unto' the 

said special commissioners, shall and may be executed by ' or before 
any ten or more of them (o^- whom one o^ the said three judges shall 
always be on^); and that no act done ' or executed by or before the 
said commissioners, unless ten •or more of the said commissioners (of 
whom one of the said three judges shall be one) shall be present at 
the doing or executing ther^i^if (save and except in the particular cases 
hereinafter specially provided), shall be valid or eflfei^itui^l; any thing in 
the said former act contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

(9) Subpoenas may be issued out of the crown offiiie of the Court 
of King’s Bench for the attendance of witnesses. Non-attendance 
to be deemed a misdemeanor.

(10) The said special commissioners may send for persons, papers, 
and records, and examine all witnesses who shall come or be brought 
before them upon oath, and may commit prevaricators to the Fleet 
or Newgate.

(11) The majority of commissioners to determine; and the presi
dent to have a casting vote. If by death or otherwise, the number 
should be reduced under ten, a new commission to be made out.

(12) The commissioners to attend during the whole trial, unless 
absent by leave.—If all do not meet, the majority present may 
adjourn.—Caase of absence to be inquired in^i^.—Absentees may be 
censured or fined, and 'disabled from' actinj^.—No fine shall exceed 
the sum of five hundred pounds, which fine or fines to be forthwith 
estreated by one or more of the three judges into the Court of Ex
chequer, 'and the like process shall be awarded by the said Court of 
Exchequer, for levying the said fine or fines for his Majesty’s use, as. 
is usually awarded for the levying other fines estreated • into the 
said Court of Exchequer

(13) Leave of absence j^iay be granted to commii^i^ii^r^^irs; but being 
absent during part of trial, are not again to sit.
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(14) During a tria^, the commissiondos hot to adjouon for more 
than twenty-four hours, except Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good 
Friday, shall happen to inten^^i^^^; in which case their adjournment 
shall not exceed twenty-four hours, exclusive of such days.

(15) Commissioners _ to appoint a register.
(16) The clerks .and other of^cers shall be paid, by the parties 

informant or infoi^i^t^nts, and defendant or defendants, named in such 
information, the same or the like fees and allowances as the rdspdctivd 
officers attendant upon his Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench, upon 
trials of informations for misddmdanors prosdcutdd in the said court, 
are entitled to receive from the parties thereto respectively, according 
to the stations and duties of such ofl^cers respectively.

(17) Court , of King’s Bench may issue out warrants for appre
hending persons accused of extortion, &c., in the East-Indies.

. (18) Parties informed against to be committed or to find bail.
(19) The recognizance shall bind all the goods of the principal 

partly at the time of entering into the same, &c.
(20) Mode of proceeding when parties abscond.
(n1) De^positions of witnesses taken in India and toansmittdd to 

the Court of King’s Bench, may be read before the special com
missioners, and shall be dedmdd competent dviddnce.—Chi^f justice 
of the King’s Bench, &c. to deliver the deposition, &c., to the 
Lord Chancellor. .

(22) Restriction as to the delivery thereof.
(23) All writings received by the Court of Directors from India, 

and copies of writing sent by the Court to their servants there, rela
tive to the charge in the information, &c., may be admitted by the 
commissioners as dviddnce.

(24; The Court of King’s Bench at the prayer of the prosecutor, &c., 
may order an examination of witnesses upon interrogatories, &c.

(25) In all cases where the plea ofnot guilty shall be entered, for the 
party or parties, defendant or defendants, to any information by the 
prosecutor or prosecutors thereof, by virtue and according to the 
directions of this act, it shall be suffii^ient, in order to the hearing 
and determining of such information, for such prosecutor or prose
cutors to give fourteen days notice of the day appointed for the trial 
thereoif by advertisement in the London Gazette, any law, usage, or 
practice to the Cmtrary notwithstanding.

(26) Judgment to be pronounced by the Commissioners, though
the parties, do not appear. ,

(27) Parties during trial may be committed to the Marshalsea, 
Tower of London, or gaol of Newgi^i^e; as also disturbdrs of the Court.

(28) Judgments of the commissioners to be executed by the Court 
of King’s Bench, and to be final.

(29) Proo^icled
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(29) Provided alvr^jrs, and be it further enacted that 
nothing shall extend, or be cnnstrued to extend, tn 

of any right they Copi'^vo the prosccutnr od psosecutors of any infor- 
are e&ct'ed to hy mation, or the party or, parties, defendant, or defen

' ■ dants thereto, any right, liberty, benefit, or advan
tage, to which, by the law of the land, or the rules of practice -of 
the Court of King's Bench, such prosecutor or prosecutors, defen

' dant or defendants, is or are, or would, could, or. might have 
been intitled, upon any other infnrmatinn of a like' nature,, de
pending in the said Court of King’s Bench, before ' issue in fact 
joined tberr;iit; nor to prevent or restrict the said Court of King’s 
Bench from exercising any such power or authority as would, 'Could, 
or might have been legally exercised by the said Court of King’s 
Bench, in the m.atter of any such information, before issue in. fact 
joined therein, if the said former act, or this present act, had' not 
been mai^e; any thing in the said former act or this present act con
tained to the contrary notwithstanding.

Mode pro- (P®)' Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
eeei^^n^ where if the party or parties charged by any such informa- 
entO;OedP"P aforesaid, shall enter a demurrer to such^^-i^nfor-

mation, and such demurrer shall be nverruled by the 
said Court of King’s Bench, such party or parties sha^l, within . eight 
days next after the said court shall have given judgment on . such 
demurrer, unless a writ of error shall be brought . therenn, and then 
within eight days next after such judgment shall . be affirmed, or such 
writ of error shall be nonprossed, enter the plea of not guilty to such 
information, or, in default thereof, the said plea of not .guilty shall and 
may be . entered for and in the name or names such party or parties, 
by his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other ; and the ' said
information shall proceed in the like manner as if no demurrer had 
been entered thereto, any law or the usage or practice of the said 
court, to the contrary notwithstanding.

(31) Informations may be determined in the Courts- of 'King’s 
Bench.

(32) Where the party shall be found guilty and adjudged to pay a 
fine, he may be examined by interrogatories in the Court of Exche
quer as to his estate and effects.—If he shall not appear, or refuse to 
answer, &c., he shall forfeit all his estate to the King, and shall he 
liable to be imprisoned in Newgate or the Tower.

Jl^ow fines, &c. (33) Whenever the party or parties, against whom
areedio be reco’ any such information shall have been exhibited as 

aforesaid, shall be adjudged to pay a fine or fines to 
his' Majesty, his heirs or successors; and also whenovor any recog
nizance or recognizances entered into under the said former act [or 
this present act, shall become forfeited, the said Court of King’s 

Bench,
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Bench, or, in case the said court shall not be then sitting, the 
Lord Chii^^ Justice of the same court, shall and may forthwith, at 
the instance of 'his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor, 
deliver to die lord chief baron, ' or any other of the barons of the 
Court of Exchequer, an ' estreat of the fine ot fines, recognisance 
or recognizances, so adjudged or become forfeited respectively as 
afori^j^i^itd; and the , said lord chief baron, or other of the said barons, 
shall thereupon, at . the requisition of the said attorney-general, or 
other prosecutor, authorize' and dinect the proper ofScer of the same 
court to award, and such officer shall accordingly forthwith award, 
under the seal the same court, one or more special writ or writs of 

and capias, or other special process, against the said 
party or parties adjudged to pay such fine or fines, or the principal or 
principals, and sureties, in such recognizance or recognizances respect
ively, and their' lands, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, chattels, 
and effects, directed into such county or counties, cities, places, or 
liberties, to the proper sheriffs, or other of^cers of the same respect
ively, for the due execution 'thereof, as the said attorney-general, or 
other prosecutor, shall desire 'or require in that behalf.

(34) And be it further enacted, ' that if it shall at 
any time be made to appear, to the satisfaction of the 
said Court of Exchequer in England, at the instance 
of his Majesty s ' attorney-general, or other prosecutor, 
by motion in the said court on his or their behalf, that 
such party or parties, principal or principals, or sureties,
as-aforesaid, or any of them; have no lands, tenements, or other 
estate or effects in. Great Britain, or that the same (iif any) are not' 
suffi^iient to ' answer the sum or sums forfeited by such recognizance or 
recognizances, or due for such fine or f^nes respectively, and that 
such party or parties, principal or ' principals, or sureties, or any of 
them, sha^l have, or be seized or 'possessed of, or entitled to, any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, goods, chattels, debts, estate, or effects, 
within any of the British possessions in the East Indies, respectively 
(the said sura or sums, fine or fines, not being paid and satis^ed), then, 
and in every such case, the said Court of Exchequer shall and may, 
by rule or order of the ' said court, cause one or more transcript or 
transcripts of the' estreats of the said recognizance or recognizances, 
fine or fines, to be sealed with the seal of the said court, or to be other
wise attested, as the said court shall direct, and the same so sealed or 
attested, shall be closed up under the seals of any two of the barons of 
the sa^d court, directed to the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, 
and to the mayor’s courts at Madras and Bombay, or to any or either 
of the said courts, as the case shall or may'require.

(35) Examinations in India to be sealed up and given to the agents 
of the parties, to be delivered to the clerks of the King’s Bench.

The

§ 28.
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The Courts for the Provinces under the several Governments 
in India will now be noticed.

COURTS FOR THE PROVINCES.
Bengal.

The three principal branches of the public administration 
committed to the agency of the East-India Company's servants 
(exclusive of the political and diplomatic, which depend on the 
governor-general and council) are the judicial, revenue, and 
commercial.

The judicial branch, which alone will be noticed under this 
head, may be divided into two parts, viz. civil and criminal.

The existing courts of j^d^icature in India, already treated 
of, may be denominated the King’s courts. Those which 
will now be described, may be properly designated the 
courts established by the East-India Company for the admi
nistration of justice throughout the extensive territories under 
their Indian governments, and upon principles laid down by 
regulations framed under the authority of acts of Parliament, 
having the same force and effect as legislative ' enactments in 
this country.

It was in that the East-India Company acquired the 
Dewanny authority* over the provinces of Bengal, ■ Bahar, and 
Orissa.

In the following year the president of the council, Lor4 
Clive, took • his place as D^e^w^an, and also exercised the func- , 
tions of Nazim or Governor. At that period it was not though^t, 
prudent to vest the immediate administration of -civil and cri
minal justice in European officers. In 1169, supervisors were 
appointed by government with powers of superintending the 
native officers employed in collecting the revenue and admi
nistering justice in differfent parts of the country, and councils 
with superior authority were in the following year established 
at Moorshedabad and Patna-

In 1112, in pursuance of orders issued by the Court of 
Directors a committee of council, consisting of Mr. Hastings 
(the governor) and four members of council, proposed a plan 
for the more regular administration of justice in the provinces, 

adopting
* Keceivf^i^-Generai in perpetuity of the Revenues,
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adapting the rules to the manners and understanding . of the 
people and to the exigencies of the countryj adhering as 
closely as possible to their ancient usages and institutions. Un
der that plan Mofussil Dewanny Adawluts, or provincial courts 
of civil justice, under the superintendence of the collectors 
of the revenues were established in each district. A' court of 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or superior civil coui:t, was esta
blished at the presidency under the superintendence of three 
or more members of council, to hear appeals from the pro
vincial courts in causes exceeding five hundred rupees.

In 1773, the regulating act was pas^e^d, under which the 
King’s Supreme Court of Judicature w,is established; by the 
37th section of that act the governor-general and council (then 
first appointed) were authorized to make and issue such rules, 
ordinances, and regulations for the good government of the 
settlement of Fort William as might appear just—they were 
not to be valid until duly registered in the Supreme Court, and 
appeals might be .made from them to the King in Council who 
might repeal such rules, &c.

In 1774, an alteration took place in the constitution of the 
provincial civil courts by the recall of the collectors, and 
appointment of provincial councils for the divisions of Cal
cutta, Burdwan, Dacca, Moorshedabad, Dinag^epo^re, and 
Patna.

The administration of civil justice was vested in the cou^i^^^l^' 
at large, but exercised by one of the members in rotation. 
This plan continued until 1780, when the governor-general 
and council resolved, that for the more effectual and regular 
administration of justice, distinct courts of De^wanny Adawlut 
should be established in the six divisions before mentioned, to 
be independent of the provincial courts, and to take cogni
zance of all claims of inheritance to zemindarries, talook- 
darries, or other real property, or mercantile disputes, &c.

The avocations of the governor-general in council havyig 
prevented their sitting in the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adaw
lut, established in 1772, at the presidency, Sir Elijah Impey, 
the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature was ap
pointed in 1780 to the charge and superi^^n^tendence of that 
court. This circumstance, which occasioned so much animad-

■ version
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version in Parliament, is adverted to in the detail already 
given of the establishment of the Supi’eme Court. •

Sir Elijah Impey was removed by the Court’s orders of April 
1182, and the superintendence of the Sudder Dc^wanny Adaw
lut resumed '.by the governor-general and council on the 15th 
November in that year. • -

The act of Parliament of the preceding year, 21 Geo. Ill, 
cap. 70, which had heen passed to define more clearly the 
powers of the Supreme Court and .to preserve the ■ rights of 
the natives, provided that the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut 
should he deemed a Court of Record, and its judgments con
clusive and final, except upon appeal to his Majesty in civil 
suits only, the value of which should be £^5,000 and .upwards.

In the act of 1784, 24th Geo. Ill,. cap. 25, sec. 39, the. Com
pany were required “ to inquire into the alleged grievances of 
“ 'the landholders, and if founded in truth, to afford them

redress, and to establish permanent rules for the . settlement 
“ .and collection of the revenues, and for the administration • 
“ of justice'founded on the ancient laws and local usages of 

the country.”
The Marquess Cornwallis was selected to superintend and 

direct the important measures which. were . determined upon, 
in consequence of that act. The Court of D^i^i^ectors, in a 
letter to Bengal, of the 12th April 1786, with reference to 
the plan for the civil administration of justice among the na
tives, stated “ that they had been actuated by the necessity of 

accommodating their views and interests to the subsisting man- 
“ mers and usages of the people, rather than by any abstract 
“ theories drawn from other countries or applicable to a different 
“ state of things.” And on these pri^^^i^l^^ .̂ they ordered that 
the superintendence of the courts of Dewanny Adawlut . should 
be vested in the collectors of the revenue, who were also to 
have the power of apprehending offenders against the public 
peace, but their trial and punishment were still to be left with 
the established officer’s under the Mahomedan law, who were not 
to be interfered with beyond what the influence of the British 
government might effect through occasional recommendation., 
of forbearance, as to inflicting any punishment of a cruel 
nature.

Distinct
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E^i^stinct courts ' were established for the administ^ration of 
justice in the ' cities of Moo^rsh^e^dabad, Dacca, and Patna, 
superintended by a judge and magistr^l^ie; the office of col
lector in those situations not being necessary. Appeals were 
allowed from the provincial courts to the governor-g^e^ne^ral in 
council, in their capacity of judges of the Sudder ^e^w^^nny 
Adawlut.

The Marquis Cornwallis determined, in 1793, to invest the 
collection of revenue and administration of justice in separate 

; - to abolish- the inal adawluts, or revenue courts, and 
to withdraw from the collectors of revenue all judicial powers, 
transferring the cognizance of all causes hitherto tried by the 
revenue officers to the D^t^w^ai'nny Adawlut. - ■

The benign motives which influenced that- philant^hropic 
nobleman are apparent - in the following observations, which 
he recorded on - the occas^i^j^..—* The proposed -arrangements 

only aim at ensuring a general obedience- to the regulat^i^ons 
which -we may institute, and at the same time impose some 
check upon ourselves a.gainst passing such as may ultimately 
prove detrimental to our own interests, as well as the prosr 
perity of the country. The natives have been accustomed 
to despotic rule from time immemorial, and - are well ac
quainted with the miseries of their own tyrannic admi- ' 
nistrations. When they have-, experienced the blessings - of 
good government, there can be no doubt- to which of the 
two they will give the preference. We may therefore be 
assured, that the happiness of the- people, and the -prosperity 
of the country, is the firmest basis on which we can build 
our political security.”
Regulations in accordance with such views were passed in

May 1793, the -41st of which was termed “ a Regulation for 
“ forming into a regular code all Regulations that may be 
“ enacted for the internal government of the British Terri- 

^^Ceo^s, “ tories in Bengal.” The act of Parliament of 1797, which 
was passed on the 20th July, incorporated the substance of 
the above regulation, by providing- that all regulations which 
should be issued and framed by the governor-general in council ■ 
affecting the rights, persons, or property of the natives, or 
of any other individuals who might be amenable to the pro

vincial
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vincial courts of justice, should be registered in the judicial de
partment and formed into a regular code, and printed with , 
translations in the country languages, and that the grounds 
of each regulation should be prefixed to it. All the pro
vincial courts of judicature were directed to be bound and to 
regulate their decisions by such rules and ordinances as should 
be contained in the said regula^i^;^^; and the Governor-General 
in Council to transmit annually to the Court of Directors of the 
East-India Company ten copies of such i-^igulations as might 
be passed .in each year, and the same number to the .Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India.

The provisions of the 41st regulation were extended to 
Benares in 1795, and to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces 
in 1803.

. CivU Justice.
The courts which have been established for the admini

stration of civil justice will now be described. Their relative 
order of superior jurisdiction may be stated as follows

1. The court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or principal 
court of civil judicature at the presidency.

2. The si^ provincial courts, viz. four in the Imwer Pro
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and two in the Upper 
Provinces, includ^,^^ Benares. •

3. The zillah and .<eity D^e^wanny Adawluts, or civil courts.
4. Courts of .the registers.
5. The 'courts of native commissioners.
As the Sudder De^wanny forms the ultimate court of appeal, 

the powers and duties of the several courts will be described, 
commencing with the zillah and city courlts; with the subor
dinate c^ourt of registej^ and native commi:^i^i^i^i^^:^ii; then the 
provincial counts; and, lastly, the Court of Sudder Adawlut.

a^d City Cii^^ Courts.
The^ courts are all superintended by an European judge, 

assisted by a Mahomedan and Hindoo law officer, by a 
register who, as well as the judge, is a covenanted servant of 
-the Coi^i^i^i^j': in some instances -by an assistant to the register, 
being also a covenanted servant, apd by an establishment of 

n^i^l^ive ministerial officers.
T Th®
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The local jurisdiction of the court extends to all places 
that are or may be included within the limits of the zillahs and 
cities, in which they are respectively established. All natives 
as well as Europeans and other persons not British subjects- 
residing out of Calcutta, ■ are amenable - to the jurisdiction .of 
the zillah and city courts, which . are further declared to. have 
jurisdiction over all British .subjects, excepting King's - officers 
serving under tlie presidency of Fort Wi^l^l^i^am, and the military 
officers and covenanted civil servants of the Company, so far 
as not to allow them to reside within their respective jurisdic
tions at fl greater distance than ten .miles from Calcutta, unless 
they execute a bond, the form of which is prescribed in Regula
tion xx^viii, 1793, to render themselves amenable to the court 
within whose jurisdiction they may reside, in all suits of a civil 
nature that may be instituted against them by natives or other 
persons not British subjects, in which the amount claimed 
may not . exceed 500 - sicca rupees. By the* same regu
lations it is provided, that when any British subject or other 

’person not amenable to the jurisdiction of the zillah .and city 
courts, shall institute.a suit against a person amenable thereto, 
he the plaintiff is to execute an instrument, of the nature of an 
arbitration-bond, declaring himself subject to the jurisdiction 
of the court for so much as shall relate .to the .s^t in question, 
and binding himsi^i^lf to abide by the award or decree of. the 
C^urt in the same manner and to the same extent as the juris
diction of the court is valid against the defendant. If the 
plaintiff refuse to execute such instrument, his plaint is not to 
be received or filed. The authority of the Cornet;. of ■ Adawlut 
does not extend to the person of the Nawaub of Bengal; and 
any complaint against his dependants are, in the first instance, 
to be referred to the Nawaub. .. .

The zillah and city courts ' respectively are empowered to 
take cognizance of all suits and complaints respecting the suc
cession or right to real or personal property, land-rents, 
revenues, debts, accounts, contracts, partnerships, marriage, 
caste, claims to ' damages for injuries; and, generally, of all suits 
and complaints of a, civil nature in which the defendant may 
be amenable to their jurisdiction. • .

The
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The town of Calcutta, which is under the immediate juris
diction of his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature, not being 
comprized in that of any zillah or city court, the above powers 
do not include the cognizance of any suits for land or other 
real property situated within the limits of Calcutta, nor any 
personal actions against the fixed inhabitants of that town 
which may not be for arrears of revenue or may be legally 
considered exclusively cognizable by the Supreme Court.

Courts of Bef^^sters.

To prevent the time of the zillah and city judges from 
being occupied with the trial of petty suits, and consequently 
to enable them to determine causes of magnitude with greater 
expedition, they are empowered to authorize the registers of 
their respective courts to try and decide suits in which the 
amount or value contested was originally limited to 200 rupees, 
but has since been extended. An appeal lies from the re
gister to the zillah or city court. .

Courts oof Native Commi^issioners.

For the further relief of the judge of the zillah and city 
courts in the trial of petty suits, as well as' to save the parties 
and witnesses in such ' suits from the inconvenience to which 
they would be subjected by the necessity of attendance at the 
court of the zillah or city, for the general speedy administra
tion of civil justice, the additional subordinate judicatures of 
the native commissioners were established. These officers are- 
selected by the judges of the zillah and city courts, and sub- 
m-itted for the approbation of the superior courts.

The native commissioners are of two classes, 
ameens and moonsiffs. The sudder anieens, or 
missioners, are empowered to try and determine
may be referred to them by the zillah or city judges. Their 
jurisdiction was originally limited to suits within 100 rupees, 
but has since been extended. The zillah or city courts may 
refer suits in appeal from the decision of the sudder ameens 
to the registers.

the sudder 
head com- 
suits which

T 2 The

    
 



2^^ COURTS OF JUDICATURE.
COURTS FOR THE PROVIN^C^I^S^k

The moohsiffs* are empowered to receivcj try, and -determine 
suits preferred to theiil against any ■ native - inhabitant of thein 
respective divisions for money or other . personal property;, 
their jurisdiction was originally limited to fifty rupees^, but 
has since been extended. From the decisions of the moonsiffs 
there is an appeal to the zillah or city .judge, who - is empow
ered to refer it to the ' register or to th-^ sudder ameen. The 
claim must be really for money due, or for personal property, 
or for the value of such property, and not for damages oil 
account of alleged personal -injuries, or for personal damages of 
whatever nature. . .

The foregoing recital briefly points. out the provisions made 
by the existing regulations for the administration of civil jus
tice in the zillah and city jurisdictions.

Provincial Ctnu^s.

To provide against the possibility of unjust or erroneous- 
decisions in the zillah and city courts, as well as to secure a' 
strict ree^i^ll^i^iity of proceeding in all such courts, their acts 
and decisions are subjected to appeal and to revision by a' 
superior authority. This authority is vested in the sir pro
vincial cour^;^; the first four which were- established in 1793, 
in Calcutta, Dacca, Moorshedabad, and Patna. In 1795, a 
fifth court was established at Benares; ahd, in 1803-4,- a sixth 
court, for the Ceded and Conquered Provinces. These courts 
each consist of four judges, denominated first, second, third, 
and fourth judges. An appeal lies to them from decisions of 
the zillah and city courts, and they have primary jurisdiction 
within certain limits.

The Marquis Cornwallis, in his minute of lllth February 
1793, considered that these courts would be the great security 
to Government for the due execution of the regulations, and 
barriers to the rights and property of the people.

Counit of Sudder D^ewanny Adawlut.
This court is the highest civil court of appeal :«1;' is Es^ab^lished 

at the presidency, and consists of a . chie:fjudge, and . Oif as .many 
puisne judges as the GovernoreGeneral in Council may, from 

time
• A just and ( quitable man—native or jud^g^e, whose powers do not

extend farther than to suits for personal property to a limited amount.
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time to time, ' deem necessary for the despatch of the business 
of the court. The number of puisne judges at present . iis- 
three; All original suit;^, exceeding- 5,000 rupees, are to be 
instituted and tried in the provincial courts. In the event 
of pressure of business in the provincial courts, when suits 
amounting to 50,000 current rupees, (being the sum fixed 
for appeals to the King in Council), can be more con
veniently or- expeditiously tried in the first instance by the 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, than by the provincial court, before 
whom they may be depending, it - is ■ competent to the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut to order the transfer of all or any of such 
suits from the provincial courts to the Sudder Dewanny Adaw
lut, to whom appeals lie, from cases originally decided by such 
provincial courts. .

The judgments of the Court of Sudder D^e^wanny Adawlut 
are final and conclusive, in all cases heard and determined by 
that cou^^,within the limitation prescribed by the 21st Ge^O, 
III, cap. 70, sec. 21, viz. £5,000, or at the medium rate of 
exchange, 50,000 current rupees. An appeal lies to his 
Majesty in Council, if the value 'constituting' the cause or 
action in -the Sudder De^wanny Adawlut, or amount adjudged, 
be ^5,000, or 50,000 current rupees.

The courts of civil judicature having been described, that 
for the administration of criminal justice will be briefly given.

Cirimintai Justice.
In the administration of criminal justice the courts are 

guided generally by the Mahommedan'.law, excepting in cases 
wherein a deviation from it may have been expressly authorized 
by the regulations of the British Government.

The administration of criminal justice was, for some years 
after the Company’s acquisition of the Dewanny (1765), left 
as formerly to the Nazim, and the influence only of the ' Com
pany’s servants was exerted to remedy the deficiency .o’ the 
law, or to'p^romote the due execution of it, as appeared requi
site in the cases that occurred. By the judicial regulations 
which were proposed by the comnnittee of circuit on the 15th 

' August 1772, and adopted by the president and council on 
the 21st of that month, a court of criminal judicature was 
established in each' district under the denomination ofJFoujdddrry 

T S' "■ ’ ■ Adawlut,
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Adawlvt, in which a kazee* and ■ with the assistance
of two THoha^iesX as expounders of the laws, were appointed 
to try persons charged with crime and misdemeanors, &c. A 
superior court’ of criminal jurisdiction was at' the same time 
established at Moorshedabad (then considered the capital), un
der the designation of Nizamuit .Adawlut, in whieh was to 
preside a chielf officer having the title of Daroghah, on the 
part of the Nizam, assisted by the chief kazee, the chief moof- 
tee, and three capable moolavies, whose duty it was declared 
to be to revise all the proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, 
and in capital ■ cases by signifying their approbation or disap* 
probation thereof, with their reasons at large, to prepare the 
warrant for the Nazhn. A control over the Foujdarry Adaw- 
luts was lodged in the ch^eif and council at Moorshedabad.

In 1790, the Marquis Cornwallis recorded his minute on the 
state of criminal jurisprudence under the native form of go
vernment, noticing the amendments introduced, from 1773 to 
1787; and pointed out that the evils complained of arose from 
two obvious cam^i^s;—1st, the gross defects in the Mahomme- 
dan law ; and the defects in the constitution of the courts 
established fof the trial of offenders. -

Provisions to remedy the defects were accordiingly included 
in a regulation , of fifty-two articles for the administration of 
justice in the , foujdarry and criminal courts in Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, passed on the 3d D^e^c^ember 1790; the Nizamut 
Adawlut being again removed from Moorshedabad and per
manently established at Calcutta. Instead of a native judge 
superintending the court, it was to consist of the governor-gene
ral and members of the supreme council, assisted by the kazee* 
ool-^kazat, or head kazee of the provinces, and two mooftees.

The three several branches of authority for the administra
tion of criminal justice, may be comprized under the following 
hea^^:—

1. Magistrates (including joint and 'assistant magistrates).and 
their assistants.

2. Courts of circuit.
3. Court of Nizamut Adawlut.

Mlagist^i^a^^es.
* A judge. .
f 4- M'lhommedau law ofScer who declares the sentence.
I An interpreter the Mahommedan law.
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By the regulations of 1793, the zillah and city judges were 
constituted magistrates for the zillahs and districts in which 
they were respectively stationed. In 1810, the magistrates in 
certain zillahs were vested with concurrent authority in conti
guous or other jurisdictions as joint magr^ssti^atiss; aitd as ip 
particular districts it was expected the police might be • im
proved, and the discharge of the general duties of the of^ce 
of magistrate essentially promoted by ■ the appointment of 
assistant magistrates, a regulation to that effect was accord
ingly passed. The magistrates, and joint and assistant magis
trates, are to the best of their ability to preserve the peace of 
their zillah under the prescribed regulations. The police and 
other establishments of native officers employed under a zillah 
or city magistrate, and not ordered to be placed under th^' 
immediate authority of a joint or assistant magistrate, con
tinue under the control of the city magistrate. At the same 
time, they are to furnish every information required from 
them, and to obey all orders issued to them by such joint or 
assistant magistrate.

All native subjects of the British Government, as well as all 
other persons not being European British subjects, are ame
nable for crimes and ipisdemeanors committed by them within 
the limits of the East-India Company’s territorial possessions 
under the presidency of Fort W'^il^^iam, and without the boun
daries of Calcutta and parts adjacent, forming the local juris
diction of his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature, to the 

. authority of the city or zillah magistrate and court of circuit, 
in whose jurisdiction the crime or misdemeanor may have 
been committed, or in which they may reside or be found 
when the charge is preferred against them. Native subjects 
of the British Government, who may be charged with crimes 
or '.i^ii^t^i^^^i^i^oris committed in places out of the limit of the 
British provinces, are also declared amenable to the magis
trates and criminal courts in certain cases.

The established courts in the British provinces are not au
thorized to take cognizance of any charge against a native 
military officer, sepoy, troopi^i^,. or other person, for which he 

T 4 may
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may already have been tried by court-martial. European sub
jects resident in the territories subject to the presidency of 
Fort-Wi^l^ia^m, before the enactments of the 53d Geo. III., cap. 
155, were amenable only to the Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Calcutta for all acts of a criminal nature. By the 105tb 
section of that act, any British subject residing without the 
town of Calcutta is declared subject to the authority of the 
local ■ magisti’ate on complaint by a native of India of any 
assault, forcible entry, or other injury accompanied with force 
(not being felony) alleged to have been done to his person oi 
prop^:^t^^'; and on conviction, the magistrate is empowered to 
inflict upon such person a suitable punishment by fine, not 
exceeding 500 rupees. The public jails are under the charge 
of the magistrates. ■

of C^ircrn^..
There are six courts of circuit, each consisting of the four 

judges who compose the provincial court of appeal in the 
divisions already mentioned, under the head of civil justice, 
and ■ the kazee and mooftee attached to that court. The 
duties the circuit, including the jail deliveries at the 
principal stations, are in ordinary cases performed by the 
second, third and fourth judges in regular succ<^:^sic^n: the first 
judge remaining fixed for conducting the public business at 
the principal ■ station, unless otherwise ordered by the Gover
nor-General in Council or the Nizamut Adawlut, who may im 
struct the first judge to hold the session o^ jail delivery. The 
utility and importance of the circuits is apparent, in the pro
vision which is thereby secured for the regular and impartial 
administration of criminal justice by experienced judges, and 
as ■superintending and controlling the local magistrates , within 
their respective divisions.

Cio^t^^ Niz^cmut Adawlut.
In If9S the court of Nizamut Adawlut consisted of the 

Governor-General arid members of the supreme council, assisted 
by the head kazee and two rnooftees. In 1801, the court was 
thenceforth to consist of three judges, to be denominated re- 
specl^ivelv, chie^ judge, and ■ second and third judge of the 
N^ifOmut Adawdut, assisted by the head kazee of Bengal, 

Bahar,
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Bahai’, Orissa and Benares, and by two mooftees. Neither the 
Governor-General or commander-^n-chiief were to be of the 
nnmber, but one of the members - of the supreme council was, 
to be selected and appointed by the Governor-General in 
Council, the second and third being selected from the cove
nanted servants of the Company, not being members of 
council. The court, as at present formed, consists of a. 
chief justice and as many puisne judges as the Governor
General in Council may fro ,̂ time to time deem necessary^* 
The judges of the Nizamut Adawlut are composed of the 
same persons who form the judges of the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut.

The court of Nizamut Adawlut is authorised to take cog
nizance of all matters relating to the administration of justice 
in criminal cases, and to the police of the country. It pos
sesses a general power of calling for and controlling the pro
ceedings -of any court of circuit, magistrate or assistant.

Police

At the time of forming the decennial settlement bf the land 
revenue for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, in the 
year 1790, the landholders and sudder farmers of lands, in 
conformity with former usage, were bound by ' a clause ih 
their engagements to keep the peace, and iii the event Of 
robbery being committed on their respective estates or farms, 
to - produce the robbers and property . plund^ir^: but the 
general impracticability of enforcing this engagement rendered 
it of little effei^tt By the regluation of 1793, the . police was 
accordingly declared to ' be under the exclusive charge of the 
officers who m.ight be appointed - to the superintendance of 
it on the part of Government, and the landh^c^lders and far
mers of land, who were before bound to keep up estal^ii^f^li-t 
ments of police officers for -the preservation of the peace, were 
required to discharge them, and prohibited from entertaining 
such establishments in future. The zillah magistrates Were at 
the same time required to divide their respective zillahs, 
including the rent-free lands, ' into police jurisdictions; each 
jurisdiction to be ten coss (twenty miles) square, except 

, ; ■ . where
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where., local circumstanCes might render . it advisable to form 
them of greater or less extent; the guarding of each juris
diction to be committed to a darogah or native superintendant, 
with an establishment of police officei-s to be . paid by Govern
ment.

The police establishment of ever^ zillah (or magistrate’s 
jurisdiction) may be stated to consist of a darogah,* with from 
ten to fifty burkundazesf^. for every thanna or division of coun
try varying from one hundred to three hundred square miles. 
In cities, the extent of jurisdiction was regulated with refe
rence to the populat^ic^n; but every where these thanhas, with 
the magistrate’s offisce, formed the stipendiary police establish
ments, introduced by the British Government in 1792, and 
maintained to the present day, without any alteration in prin
ciple, and . with only a late subsidiary addition. This addition 
is the extension of the chokedar^^;f system of police. The 
principles upon which this addition wa^ devised is, that every 
society should provide for its own internal.protection in minor 
cases, beyond what can be provided for by Government from 
the general resources .of the state; and whenever the society 
may not of itself .have . already devised a plan for the purpose; 
Government are of course justified in coming forward to ■ .require 
that it should do so, as well a^ in pointing out the form .in 
which the object can best be acoom^h^i^i^^e^': and they did 
accordingly require the members of the society to elect from 
amongst themselves, a certain number of managers with • an 
establishment of watch and patrol, sufl^i^i^^nt to provide for 
those objec^iss^ ,

Superintendants of police ai*e .established for the divisions of 
the ■ Lower and We^i^l^e^rn Provinces. It is. their ■ duty to keep 
themselves constantly informed by communication with the 
local magistrates, and ■ with the darogahs of^ police, . and by every 
other practicable means of inquiry, ■ of the actual state of the 
police in the several .zillahs and cities comprized within their 
respective jurisdictions.

* A super^ntendant or overseer. 
f Men armed with matchlocks.
I Chokee^ar, a watchman.
§ Lord Judicial Minute, 2d October 1815.

Such
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Such is _ the outline of the origin and progress of the exist
ing system for the administration of civil and criminal justice 
under the Presidency of .Bengal.* It exhibits the vast and exten
sive field over which the control of the British Government has 
been extendi^d; and the anxiety which has been manifested 
to administer the important charge, with every consideration 
to the feelings and prejudices of the natives of India.

The said court 
raay frame regu
lations for 
proviiif^^Mcourts, 
&c.

LAWS.
and Council make Regulations.

(1) Governor-general and council may make such regulations as 
may appear just, which shall not be valid until duly registered in the 
Supreme Court. Appeals may be made to the King in council, who 
may repeal such rul^^; and a copy of all regulations is to be affixed 
in the India-House.

(2) Governor-general and council to transmit copies of their rules 
to one of the secretaries of state ; which, if his Majesty does not signify 
his disallowance of, shall have full force.

Regtdatfons J^or Provinciid Courts.
(3) And it is hereby enacted, that the governor-ge

neral and council shall have power and authority, from 
time to time, to frame regulations for the provincial - 
courts and count^iiii; and shall, within six months after

the making the said regulations, transmit, or cause to be transmitted, 
copies of all the said regulations to the Court of Directors, and to 
one of his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state; which regulations 
his Majesty in council may disallow or am^:^d; and the said regula
tions, if not. disallowed within two years, shall be of force and authority 
to direct the said provincial courts, according to the tenor, of the said 
amendment, provided the same do not produce any new expense to 
the suitors in the said court. ■

Regulations to be printed and translated, and j^ormed into a Code.
(4) Regulations of the governor-general in council, which affect the 

natives or others amenable to the courts of justice, to be printed, with 
translations, in the country languages, &c.

(5) The governor-general and council at Fort-William may order 
corporal punishment for breach of rules made under authority of the 
recited act of I3 Geo. 3.—(Vide Governments.)

(6) No corporal punishment to be ordered, except on ■ conviction 
before two justices.—No conviction to be reviewed.

(7)
* To outer into a more minute detail of the subject w^^^d exceed the limits 

of this work. The whole will be found in the valuable Analysis of the Laws 
and Regulat^ions enacted by the Governor-General for the British Ter^i^oi^ies 
under the Bengal Go^^i^nm^^t, printed and revised by J. H. Haringfon, Esq. 
in 1824, under the patronage of the Court of Directors.

LAWS.

1773.
13 Geo. ,3, 

c. 63, 
I 36.

§ 37.

1781.
21 Geo. 3, 

c. 70, 
§ 23.

§ 19.

. 1797.
37 Geo. 3,

C. 142, 
§8.
1800.

39 and 40 
Geo. 3,

c. 79, § 18<-    
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1813,
53 Geo. S,
c.l35,§109. 

§ 113.
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• (7) Natives of India in the Service of the Company declared subject 
to provincial courts. \

(8) The provincial courts of the highest jurisdiction may arrest in 
civil or criminal process within the presidencies, notwithstanding the 
jurisdiction of the King’s Courts.

COIURTS FOR THE PROVINCES.
Madras.' ,

The principal courts established under the presidency of 
Fort St. George for the administration of civil and criminal 
justice in the provinces, are similar to those existing in Bengal; 
viz. the Sudder and Foujdarry Adawlut,* the Provincial 
Courts, and Courts of Circuit, and the Zillah Courts, with their 
registers. Vakeels, or native plehders, apd 'Hindoo and Mahom- 
metlan law officers, are attached to the cou^t^fs; and native com- 
mi.ssioners are appointed to decide causes of inferior mag
nitude.

In the year 1814, the Court of E^^i’ec^t^ors communicated 
to the government, of Madras the result of an investiga
tion in which they had been engaged, relative to the then 
prevailing judicial and revenue systems. The cOurt pointed 
out the defects which they considered to exist, ‘and directed 
such a modification to be introduced as should extend the 
means of administering justice through native agent^j," thereby 
relieving the zillah and prbvincial courts, and at the same 
time laying a foundation for the diminution of the expense 
attending that branch of the public service. To carry into 
effect these instructions, a commission was formed, at the head 
of which the present governor of Madras, then Colonel Munro, 
was nominated by the Court’s orders chief commissioner, Mr. 
George Stratton 'being the second commissioner.

Regulations proposed by the commissioners were adopted by 
the Madras government in 1816, declaring that heads of villages, 
by virtue of their office, should be moonsiffs x^ii^tiin their re
spective villages; with powers to decide suits for personal pro
perty not exceeding ten rupees. It may not be uninteresting 
to insert the de.scription of a native village, as given in the 

Fifth 
%

♦ Answering to the Sudder Dewanny aud Nizamut Adawlut in Bengal.

♦ I-
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Fifth Report, printed by order of the ^^mmittee pfthe House 
.of Commons, on India Affairs, in 1812. ‘ »

A ^^iililajge, geog^raphically considered, is a tract of country 
comp^^zing some hundreds or thousands of acres of arable' and 
waste land: politically viewed, it resembles a corporation or ' 
township. Its proper establishment of ofi^t^ijrs and servants 
consists of the following descrij^t^i^)^)^^: the potail, or head in- 
habi^l^a^nb who has the general superintendence of the affairs 
of the village, settles the disputes of ' the inhabitants, attends 
to the police, and performs the duty of collecting the reve
nues within his village, a duty which his personal influence, ■ 
and minute acquaiintance with, the situation and concerns 
of the people, render him best qualified to discharj^ie; the ' 
curnum, who keeps the ■ accounts of cultivation, and regis
ters every tiling connected with it; the talUtr and totie, the - 
duty of the former appearing to consist in a wider and more 
enlarged sphere of action, in gaining information of crimes 
and offences, and in escorting and protecting persons travelling 
from one village to another: the province of the latter ap
pearing to be more immediately confined to the village, con
sisting, among other duties, in guarding the crops and assist
ing in measuring them; ihe^m^tdS^cu^y^-^man, who preserves the 
limits of the village, or gives evidence respecting them, in 
cases of, dispute; the sup&inlxnAant of the tanks and water
courses, distributes the water therefrom, for the purposes of , 
agriculture; the brahmin, who performs the village worshiip; 
the schoolmaster, who is seen teaching the children in the vil
lages to read and wr^te in the sand; the calendar brahmin, or, 
astrologer, who proclaims the lucky or unpropitious periods f^, 
sowing and thres^^iinsg; the smith and carpenter, who manu-, 
factiire the implements of agriculture, and build the dwelling , 
of the ryot;—the pot^man, or potter; the washerman; the 
barber, the caw-keeper, who looks after the cattle; the dwdtor; the. 
dancing girl, who attends at rejoicing.s; the mu^cian and the < 
poet; these officers and servants generally constitute the 
establishment of the villa^^ie; but in some parts of a country, - 
it' is of less extent, some of the duties and functions above
described being united in the same persoin; in others, it exceeds 
the number of individuals which have been described. ,

“ Under
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*' Under this simple form of municipal government, the inha
bitants of the country have lived from time immemoriail: ■ the 
boundaries of the villages have been but seldom alteri^d; and 
though the villages themselves have been sometimes injured, and 
even desolated by war, famine, and disease, the same name, 
the same limits, the same interest, and even the same families, 
have continued for ages. The inhabitants give themselves no 
trouble about the break^:ng-up and division of kingdom:,; while 
the village remains entire, they care not to what power it is trans
ferred, or to.what sovereign it devolves: its internal economy 
remains unch^i^<^«^<d; the 'potail is still the head inhabitant, and 
still acts as the petty judge and magistrate, and collector or 
renter of the village.”

With the view of diminishing the expense of litig^ation, and 
in order to render the principal and more 'intelligent inhabi
tants useful and resp^ctabl^ieby employing .them in administering 
justicd to, their neighbours, a regulation was passed, directing 
the assemb^ling punchayets, for the adjudication of civil suits, 
on the application of both the parties interested.

It was likewise ordained, that the Hindoo law ofl^c^<ers of the 
provincial courts should be sudder ameens, or head native 
commissioners; and to enable the zillah judge to devote more 
time to the" administratioli of civil justice, the duties of magis
trate were transferred to the collector. District moonsiffs were 
also appointed, with liberal allowances, for the purpose of faci
litating the means of justice.

A revised system of police was at the same time established 
throughout the presidency, under the followin^g denomi
nations :—

1st.—Heads of villages coming under the denomination 
of potail, who collects the revenue, aided by curnums, 
or village - registers, and tallyars, and other village 
watches.

2d.—Tehsildars, or native collectors of district^.,’ by 
whatever name designated, with the assistance of pesh- 
kars,* goma^hti^,-f and establishment of peons,f

3d.—Zemindars,
* Chi^if assistant.
•f" A factor—agent.
; A footman—a foot-soldier—an inferior servant.
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3d.—Zemindars,*
4th.—Ameens of police, ’
5th.—Cutwali^-f and their peons,
6th.—Magistrates of zillahs and. their assistants.

Little more than a reference to the leading points connected 
with these important subjects, has been attempted in this brief 
sketch.

A full and interesting detail is to be found in the Selections 
from the Company’s records, printed by order of the Court of 
Directors, on the civil and criminal justice and police of India.

The result of Colonel Munro’s exertions Mly answered the 
expectations which-the- Court had formed of his peculiar fitness 
for the office of head commissioner. Their warmest com
mendation of • the zeal, ability, and judgment displayed , by 
him, were conveyed to the government; and the services which 
he rendered to the Company and to • the natives as chief of the 
commission, were considered , to be as deservi^ig of the Court’s 
hearty acknowiledgment, as any act ofhislong and honourable life.

.. , , LAWS.
The Gpoemor in Co^ni^H^ may Regulations for the promi^cial
,. _ Courts. , ' ,

' (I) And be it further enacted, that it shall a^d may be lawful to 
and for the governor and council at Fort St. George, to frame regula- 

. tions from time to time for the provincial courts and councils within 
the territories and provinces which now 'are, or shall at any time 
hereafter be (and while the same shall so be) annexed to or made 
subject to the said presidiancy, in like manner, and subject to all the 
regulations, provisions, and confirmations touching the same, as the 
governor-general and council at Fort William aforesaid are, by any 
act now in force, authorized and empowered to do, for the better 
administration of justice among the native inhabitants and others being 
within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa.

LAWS.

1799.
39 and 40

Geo. 3, 
c. 79, 
5U.

COURTS
* Landholder. ,
t Chie^ of^^er- of police in a large town or city.
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Bombay.

courts, with their registers and native establjs^l^mf^nts, 
and sudder .s^i^isens and native commissioners, exist under the 
presidency . of Bombay. The provincial Court of Appeal, which 
was instituted in IS^Oo, existed until 1820, when it was abo
lished ; and the ■ Sudder Adawlui, then established at the 
Presidency, being formed of the members of government, was 
modified to meet the change, and 'with the Sudder Foujdarry 
Adawlut,' transferred from Bombay to Surat, and the mem-i 
bers appointed by the governor from the covenanted servants- of 
the Company.

The courts are com-posed of the same judges, being four in 
number. Each of the three puisne judges of the Foujdarry 
A^c^^w^hi^ in. rotation, makes the circuit of all the zillahs, to 
hold general jail deliveries. . In 1818, the ' office - of zillah 
magistrate was transferred from the judge to the collector of 
the zillah, the former being constituted a criminal as well 
as civil judge. Native officers and pleaders, as at the . other 
presidencies, are attached to these courts. The mode 
of adjusting suits by arbitration^ appears to have existed more 
or Jess in the provinces under the Bombay govemm^j^t:; and 
although there is no regulation prescribing the adoption of 
the punchayet, as at Madras, there is reason to believe that 
mode has been frequently resorted to.

A -revised, system of police, upon the same principle as that 
existing at Fort St. .George, was introduced by ^.dhe government 
of ■ Bombay in 1818,

LAWa

180?.
47 Geo. 3, 

c. 68, 
§3.

LAWS.
(1) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 

be lawful to and for' the Governor in Council at 
Bombay, to frame regulations, from time to time, 
for the provincial courts and councils within the terri
tories and provinces which now are, or .shall at any
time hereafter be (and while the same shall so be) annexed to or made 

subject

Gov^irnor in 
council at Bom
bay to frame re
gulations for pro
vincial courts.
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subject to the said presidency, in like manner and subject to all th^ , ' t'S'Vij^. 
regulations, provisions, and confirmations, touching the same, as the 
governor-general in council at Fort I^iiliam aforesaid are, by any act 
now in force, authorized and empowered to do for the better adminis
tration of justice among the native inhabitants, and others, being 
within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa.

* 4l
' C/f-.* I

1807.;-- 
41 Geo. 3. 
c. 68, § 3.

I

Towns Madras and Bombay,
(2) Subject to ; governors in council at Madras and. Bom

bay to make regulations for the good order of those towns and depen
dencies.

(3) Copies of regulations abroad, made under 37 Ge^. Ill, cap. 142; 
39 and 40 Geo. Ill, cap. 79; and 47 Geo. Ill, sess. 2, cap. 68, to be 
laid annually with accounts before Parliament.

§ I.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 66.

V
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DEBTS OF THE COMPANY IN INDIA AND
ENGLAND.

REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBTS.

The few obsi3i"vati(^ns under this head will be confined to 
the “ Register Debt in Indiaby which is ineaiit the sum 
raised by loans for the public service in that country, including 
the balance of the fund, reserved for the payment of the pri
vate debts of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic : and to the home 
or Bona debt of the Company in England.

Resister Debt in India.
The registered debt in India is of two descriptions, viz. 

Remittable paper, and 
Non-remittable paper. '

The former, or remittable debt, consists chiefly of the loan 
opened in February 1822, and closed in June of that year. It 
amounts to between seven and eight crore. Interest at the 
rate of six per cent, is payable to subscribers in India, and the 
same to holders bond jticfe resident in Europe, at their option, 
by bills on the Court of E^i^i-ec^l^c^rs at 25. Id. the sicca rupee, 
and twelve months after date. The principal of the loan is 
not to be paid off during the existing chart^i^i’; and when that 
measure shall be carried into effect, the proprietors are to 
have the option of being paid either in India or in England, 
at 2s. 6a. the sicca rupee.
, In addition to the debt of 1822, is a temporary debt of 

rupees 33,14,960 (thirty-three lacs fourteen thousand nine 
hundred and sixty), which was i-^newed for seven yearns from 
E^e^i^e^mber 1818. It was arranged, that at the expiration of 
the seven years, the principal of the debt should be discharged 
by annual payments of one-fifth, either in cash in India, or by 
bills on England at 2Si 6d. the sicca rupee, at the option of 
the holder.

The
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The Non-remittable Debt

Originally consisted of loans raised at various periods, which 
were consolidated with the loan of 1811, and subsequently 
transferred into the Ioan of March 1822. More than four lacs of 
this transfer were discharged under the arnrngements concluded 
in February 1823. The remainder (with the exception of 
twenty-seven lacs, ordered for payment) was carried to the loan 
of the 31st March 1823, which loan amounted to Rupees 
9,04,11,000 (i^i^i^e foiur lai^s eli^e^v^n thotu^^^nd)^ The
conditions provide that it shall bear an interest of five per cent., 
payable in Indira: proprietors resident in Europe, have hitherto 
been permitted by the Court of Directors to receive their 
interest i^n England by bills at 2s. Id. the sicca rupee: No 
part of that loan is to be advertised for payment before ' the 
31st March 1825, and after that date to no greater extent than 
a crore and a haJ^ per annum.

In September 1824, a loan at four per cent., with the option 
of receiving the interest in England at 2s. the sicca rupee, was 
opened at Calcutta: the subscriptions to that loan amounted to 
Rupees 1,57,00,000 (one crore fifty-seven lacs.)

A loan w’ia; subsequently opened in May 1825 at five per 
cent., on terms similar to that of September 1824; and the 
holders of the four per cent. loan were to have the priority, by 
being allowed to transfer their subscriptions from that to the 
new loan, provided they submitted a sum in cash equal to the 
amount of transfer.

To the forego’lns; debts in Bengal is to be added that of 
two crore to the King of Oude, the loan of the first crore 
having been effected in 1815; the interest on which at six per 
cent, is payable in pensions; and the loan for the second 
crore in 1825 at five per cent.

The debt at Madras consists chiefly of the balance of the 
Carnatic fund, the amount of which, together with the regis
tered debt on the 30th April 1.824, was Madras Rupees 
1,58,33,684.

The trifling registered debt at Bombay was in 1823 trans
ferred to die Bengal loan of 1822.

u 2 The
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The total registered debt of India may be taken at about 
twenty-eight millions sterling.
. The interest on the Indian debt is payable out of the terri
torial revenues, after the charges and expenses of raising and 
maintaining the forces, as well European, as native, military, 
artillery and marine on the several establishments in India.

For such portion of interest of the debt as may be payable in 
England, provision is to be made by consignments or re
mittances to England, as the Court of Directors, with the ap
probation of the Board of Commissioners, shall from time to 
time direct.

The following table will shew the medium rates at which 
money has been borrowed by the governments in India, from 
1792-3 to 1823-4.

1822-23, the average rate of interest has been

Bengal. Madras. Bombay.

1792-3 ....... 9 per Cent. N.ne. N.ne.
1798-4 ............. 7 .. do . ., 7 per Cent. N.ne.
1794-5 ............. 6 .. . 6 .. d.. ., N.ne.
1795-6 ............. 6 .. do.,. 7 .. d.. .. N.ne.
1796-7 ............. 12 .. do... 9 .. d.. .. 8 per Cent.
1797-8 .............. 12 .. do. .. 9 .. do... 11 .. d..
1798-9 ............. 11 .. do.., 10 .. d.. .. 12 .. d..
1799-1^100.......... 9 ., do... 10 .. do... 10 .. d..
IS^^O.............. 111.. do. .. 10 .. do... 10 .. d..
18(^l-2............. 10 .. d.. .. 9 .. do... 10 .. d..
1802-3 ............. 8 .. do... 8 .. d.. .. 9 .. d..
1803-4 ............. 8 .. do.,. 9 .. do.,. 10 .. d..
1804-5 ............. 9 .. d.. .. 9 .. do... 10 .. d.i
1805-6 ............. 10 ,. d.. .. 10 . . do... 9 .. d..
1806-7 .............. 8 .. . 8 .. d.. .. 10 d.. >
1807-8 .......... 8 .. do... 8 .. do... 8 .. - d..
1808-9 ............. 8 ., do... 8 .. do.,. 8 .. d..
1809-10............. 6 .. . 8 . - d.. .. 8 .. d.. •
-810---............. 7 .. do.... 7 .. d.. .. 8 .. d..
18--212,,.......... 6 .. do... 6 .. do... 6 .. d..

From 1812-13 to
six per cent.; and in 1823-24, six and five per cent.

Bond
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Bond Debt.
By the act of the 9th and lOth Wm. Ilf, the Company 

cannot borrow money on their common seal for a less period 
than six months. This provision was introduced to preserve the 
interests of the Bank of England then newly incorporated. The 
first limit to the extent of the Company's borrowing on their 
bonds was made by the 7th of Queen Anne, fixing the total 
at i^1,5C^0,000. By the 7th Geo. I, the same was extended' to 
£^5,000,000, and by the 17th Geo. H, to £^6,000,000. Under 
the regulating act of 1773, the bond debt was to be reduced 
to £^1,500,000, to which amount the Company have at various 
times been required by Parliament to reduce it. In 1793, the 
Company were permitted to increase their capital stock, upon 
condition that the bond debt, then £3,200,000, was reduced to 
£^1,500,000; after , which, by consent of the Board of Commis
sioners ' for the Affairs of India, obtained in writing, it might 
be increased in tlie sum of £^50^0,000. Tliis was the first 
legislative provision giving the Board authority to interfere 
with regard to the Company’s bond debt. In 1794, it was 
permitted to be increased to £3^,^f^f^^,000.

The Company not having availed themselves of the per
mission granted them in 1797, to increase their capital stock 
from six to eight millions, an act was parsed in 1807 to allow the 
bond debt to be increased to £^5,000,000. In 1811, in order to 
meet the bills drawn upon the Court of Directors from India, 
on account of the territorial and political expenses incurred iu 
India, the Company were authorized, with the consent of the 
Board of Commissi^oners, to increase the bond debt to 
£^7,000,000, beyond which no further sum is to be raised on 
bond—legal effect was likewise given by that act to the transfer 
of the property in such bonds' from one person to another. 
By the act of 1813, the . limit to which the bond debt is to be 
reduced is fixed at £^,^(^(^^j^000.

The interest on the bonds has been as follow;^:—

From 1773 to 30 April .............................3 per cent:.
The 1 May 1778 to 31 May 1783 ......... 4 do.
The 1 June to 30 Sept. 1783 ............4| do.

u 3, From
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From the 1 Oct. KSS to 31 March
The 1 April 1787 to 30 June 17!^6... 
The 1 July 1796 to 30 June 18(^0j ... 
The 1 .Tidily 1804 to 30 Sept. 1806 ... 
The 1 Oct. 1806 to 31 March 1818 
The 1 April 1818 to 31 March 1823 
The 1 April 1823 to 5 April 18125... 
The 5 April to 10 De^ct^mber 1825 .
The 20 last December..........................

...5 f^e^r cc^^t.
.. .4 . do.
.. .5 do.

5| t^o**
...a d^f
...4 do.

do.
.. 3 • d..
... 4 oo.

The amount of the bond debt for the l^t ten years has at 
ho one period reached four millions. The Company's bonds 
are a very marketable security, and present an eligible invest
ment for parties or companies who may have money to lay 
out, which they may require at an uncertain period.

When the principal debt of the Company bearing interest 
in India shall have been reduced to ten millions of pounds 
sterling, and the bonded debt in England to the sum of tkree 
millions of pounds sterling, and the capital of any public funds' 
which may have been created for the use of the Company, 

. by virtue of any Acts of Parliament discharged, a guarantee 
fund is to be formed from the surplus territorial and home 
pi’ofi:ts, not exceeding , twelve millions for capital stock and' 
dividends.—(Fide Appropriation.) .

LAWS.

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. H)5, 
§55.

INDIAN DEBT AND BOND DEBT.

(1) The revenues arising from tei-ritorial acquisitions in India are to 
be applied, f^rst, in maintaining the forc^esi; secondly, in payment of 
intereSi O' Indian del^t; thirdly, in defraying expenses of establish
ments ; fourthly, towards liquidation of territorial debt: or bond 
debt;. ■

(2) The

* Under the 46th Geo. Ill, cap. 3, the interest was allowed to be the s^me as 
Exchequer bills, tlie holder paying die projjerty tax.

•I* The Company paying the property tax of ten per cent, upon tlie interest from 
1st October 1806 to 5th April 1816. '
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(2) The Company’s profits in (Seat Britain are to be applied, 
first, in paying bills exchange ; secondly, in paying debts, except 
principal bond debt ; thirdly, in payment of divii^i^nd; fourthly, in 
reduction of Indian debt, or bo^id deb^ at home.

(3) If home funds insufficient after payment of the dividends to 
discharge any bills on the Company for interest of debt, the residue 
of such bills, so long as such interest may be demandable in England, 
shall be discharged in such manner as Parliament may direct.

Bond Debt.
May be increased to £3,000,000.

(4) Be B enactatl, tdat it sb all and may be Lawful fur t^Iie said (idm- 
pany to keep on foot and continue their said bond debt in Great 
Britain at tlie amount of two mi^ii^i^i^; and furthce, that it sIiuH and 
may be lawful for the said Company, by and with the approbation 
and consent of the Boura of Commilsionees for the Affairs of India 
for the time being, at any time or times heeeaftce, to borrow upon 
and issue bonds, u^lace their common seal, for any further sum or 
sums of money, not exceeding in the whole the sum of one million, 
for the purposes of their trade, as circumstances may req^ii^e; any 
thing contained in the said act, or in uny othce act, to the conteuey 
notwithstanding.

May be increased to £;>/)00,000.
(.5) And tvhereae Cu iii expeX^^nt e^nat sUc said tiampany teduid lid 

permitted to increusc their bond debt by a furthc'r sura, not exceeding 
two millions sterling, as circumstances muy require, inst^aa of incecas,' 
ing thcir cupitul sto^^l^; may it thcrcfoec plcuse your Majesty that it 
may be enucted, und be it enacted by die King’s most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent o^ the Lords spiritual 
and tcmporul, and Commons, in this present Parliament assenIbiea, 
and by the authority of the same, that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Company, by and with the approbation . and consent 
of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India for the time 
being, at any time or times hereafter, to borrow, upon bonds to be 
issued unace their common seal, any furthee sum or sums of money, 
not exceeding in the whole the sum o^ two millions sterling, OTer und 
above such sum and sums as the said Company can now lawfully 
raise on thcir bonds, and to apply the money so to be boeeowea and 
raised for such purposes as, under and by virtue of the said ' uct of the 
37th year of his said Majesty’s reign, the money to ' be eaised by 
enlarging the capital stock of the said Company is uppll^c^t^llc; any 
thing contained in the said recited act, or in any other act, notwith- 
ltanaing.

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. ^^5, 
§57.
I 58. '

1794.
34 Geo. 3, 

c. 41.

■ .1807,
47 Geo. 3, 
» c. 41,

5 1-

' Mayu 4
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LAWS.

ISll.
51 Geo. 3, 

c. 64,
§1-

§ 2, 
repeating 
par^ of Act 
1.47 Geo. 3, 
cap. 41.

DEBTS OF TDE COM-PANY
REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBT.

n
May be increased to £7,000,000.

(6) And whereas a considerable part of the debt' secured by the
engagement of the said Company in the East Indies, and which was 
incurred by reason of territorial and political expenses in that country, 
has lately been discharged in India, by means of bills drawn by the 
governments of the said Company in the East-Indies upon their 
Court of Directors in London ; and thereby it has become necessary 
for the said Company to provide in this country a much larger sum 
of money 'than in the ordinary course of their transactions can arise 
from the sales of their goods and the ordinary receipts and means of 
the said Company ; And whereas the said United Company have not 
yet increased their capital stock, under and by virtue of the powers 
contained in the said fir^^-mentioned act;: and it is expedient that the 
power of the said United Company to raise money upon their bonds 
should be enlarged, so that they may be enabled either to raise a 
further sum by bond, or by increase of their capital stoc^; and there
fore, that the provision in the said last-recited ' act, as to the application 
of the money to be raised . by increasing the capital stock of the said 
Company, and as to the reduction of the power of the said Company 
to increase their bond debt in a certain case, should be.repealed, and 
that other provisions should be made in respect ther^i^f: May it there
fore please your Majiesty that it m'ay be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the sarhe; 
that 'it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Company, by and 
with the approbation and consent of the Board of Commissioners 'fot' 
the Affairs of India for the time being, at any time or times hereafter, 
to ' borrow upon bonds to be issued under their common seal, any' 
further sum or sums of money not exceeding in the Wiole the sum 
of two millions sterling, over and above such sum and sums as the 
said Company can now lawfully raise on their bonds, and to apply the 
money so to be boiTowed and raised for such purposes, as under and 
by virtue of the said act of the 37th year of the reign of his said 
Majesty, the money to be raised by enlarging the capital stock of 
the said Company is app'^^i^able; any thing contained in the said 
recited act or any other act notwithstanding. '

(7) And be it further enacted; that so much of the said act of 'the 
47th yea'r'o^ the reign of his present Majesty, as provides that all the 
money to be raised by enlarging the ' capital stock of the said Cpni- 
pany as therein mentioned, should’ be applied towards the redaction 
of the bond debt of the said United Company, ■ until it should be so 
reduced to the sum which the said Company might then lawfully raise 
by bond, and as provides that in case the said Company should enlarge 
their capital stock, then that the ' sum which' they were thereby ' em-

' powered
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powered to raise by bond should ' be reduced, ShiiU be and the same 
is hereby repealed. -

After raising
£4,000,000, 
Company re
strained from 
raising further 
money on 
bond.

LAWS.

1811.
^>1 Geo. 3* 

c.
§2.

(8) Provided always, <iod de i t enacted, l^hat when a 
the said United Company shall have raised under and 
by virtue of the said act of the 37 th year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, and of the said act of the 47th 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, and of this 
act such sums of money as together shall amount to 

the sura of four millions sterling, then and from thenceforth it shall 
not be law ful for the said Company to raise any further sum of money 
upon bon^i: and all monkey which from thenceforth shall be raiteh by 
increase of capital stock, under and by virtue of the said first- 
mentioned act, shall be applied in discharge of the said bond debt, 
until the said bond debt, created by virtue of the said act of the 47 th 
year of the reign of his Majesty, or this act, together with the money 
to be raised by increase of capital as aforesaid, shall be reduced to 
the sum of four millions sterling.

Bonds declared to be assignable and transjerable.
Bonds issued (9) And whereas bonds issued under the common 

by the Company ggjjj said United Company, for money borrowed
under' their com- . .. , •' , ■'
mon seal shall . by them by virtue of the powers enabling them to 
be transferable, borrow money upon bond, have usually been entered

■ into, and have been expressed to have been made pay
able to the person who for the time being has been the treasurer of 
the said United Company, or his attigns, and upon his inhortement 
thereof, they have been sold and passed from one person to arn^t^I^^i^,' 
by delivery of the possession ther^c^f; and it is expedient that a 
legal effect should be given to such mode o^ transfer of the property 
in the said bonds, and the money secured th^I^^I^ty; be .it therefore 
further enacIeh, that all bonds istued, or to be itsueh, under the com
mon seal of the said United Company, by virtue of any power by 
which they have been, are, or hereafter may be authorized to borrow 
money upon their bonds, shall be assignable and transferable by 
helidery of the potsettion theree^f; and upon every such attignment 
or Irantfer, the money secured by the bond so assigned or trantferreh, 
and due, and to become due thereon, and the property ip such bond 
shall be absolutely yetIeh as well at law as in equity, in the person or . 
persons, body or bodies politic and corporate, to whom the same shall 
be so atsigneh or transferreh, and the person or persons, body or 
bodies politic and corporate, to whom any such bond shall be so 
assigned and transferred, and his, her, and their executors, adminis
trators, and tuccestort respectively, shall and may maintain his, her, 
or their action for the principal 'and inIeretI secured thereby, and due 
thereon, or otherwise relating thereto, in like manner as the obligee 
or obligees named in any such bond, or his, her, or their executors,

■ . adminitIratort,

5 3.

§4.

    
 



LAWS.

1811.
51 Geo, 3, 

c. 64, 
I 3.

DEBTS OF THE CO]MPANY.
REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBT,

administrators, or successors, m^y now maintain any action tlien^t^n; 
and in every such action the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover his, her, 
or their debt; damages, and costs of suit ; and if any such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or a verdict be given against him, her, 
or them, the defendant or defendants shall recover his, her, or their 
costs against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, and every such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, defendant or defendants respectively recovering, may sue 
out ■ execution for such debt, damages, and costs by capias, fieri faciasi 
or eleegit.

298

1804.
44 Geo. 3, 
C. 3, § 3.

pany allowed to 
pay tlie same in
terest as is al
lowed on Ex
chequer bills.

§ 4.

1726.
12 Geo. 1, 

c. 32.
1729.

2 Geo. 2, 
c. 25.

Interest on Bonds.
(10) And be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the said United Company, with the approbation and 
consent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India for the time being, from time to time, to pay
and allow interest on the money heretofore raised on the bonds of 
the said Company, and which are now outstanding, and also on money 
to be raised on any bonds which the said United Company may law
fully issue,' at and after siich rate not exceeding such rate of interest 
as may be allowed on any Exchequer bills issued or to be issued at 
the same ■ time by virtue of any act or acts of parliament, as the said 
United Company, with such 'consent rs aforesaid, shall in their 
discretion see fit; and all bonds and instruments for securing the 
money raised • thereon,- shall be valid and effectual; and no person or 
persons taking, accepting, or receiving such interest, shall be • therefore 
liable to any penalty or forfeiture ; any law, statute, or
usage to the contrary thercoif in anywise notwithstanding,

(11) Provided always, that nothing herein contained Not restrained 
shall be construed to • extend to restrain the said United f”’™ .allowing 
Company from allowing at any time legal interest oa
such bonds. -

(12) Porging any bond of the Company is felony without benefit 
of clergy,

(13) Stealing East-India bonds a capital offence.
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DIVIDEND E^S^.

Previously to the union of the two Companies much, irre
gularity existed in declaring dividends on the capital - stock . 
of the East-India Comj3atry; it appears to have been the ■ 
practice to make dividends upon general computations, without •• 
any particular or recorded account the state of the Com
pany’s affairs.

After the union of the two Companies in 1708, six per cent, 
per annum was allowed to the proprietors upon sums paid in 
on account of their subscri^^ti^^:^^; and, in addition to this, 
they were allowed dividends, which #^iere made two or three 
times in the year, of six, eight, and ten shillings per cent. 
The real dividend may be computed to have amounted from 
five to ten per cent.

In the year 1722, the dividend was fixed at eight per ,cent.’ 
per annum; and, in 1732, it was -reduced to seven percent, 
per annum.

In 1733, an ineffectual attempt was made to institute a by-law 
to place the regulation - of all future dividends in the hands 
of a committee, composed partly of E^:^rectors and partly of 
Proprietors.

A by-law was sub^iequently adopted in 1734, which pre
scribed “ that no alteration should be made in the dividend 
on the capital stock of the Company without first giving six 
months’ public notice.” '

In the year 1743, six months’ notice having been given, tlie 
dividend was increased to eight per cent, per annum, upon 
the ground, of the prosperous state of the Company’s affairs- ; 
in 1755, it was found necessary to reduce the dividend to six 
per cent, per annum.

When information was received of the grant of the Dewanny, 
great
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great desire was manifested for an increase of dividend; and on , 
the ISth'of June 1766, the day on which the despatches con
taining ' that important intelligence were read to the General 
Court, a motion was made to increase the dividend ' to eight 
per cent, per annum.

The Court of D^irectors, however, were not prepared to 
sanction such a mea^i^i^tj: they admitted that great advantages 
had been gained by the Company in the East;; ' but at the same 
time stated that the extensive military operations had entailed a 
large' and heavy expense, that their pr-^t^ts were remote and 
precarious, their debts urgent and certain, and that justice and 
good policy concurred ' in recommending in the first place a 
discharge of their incumbrances, before they thought of par
ticipating in supposed profits. This impression of the Court’s 
unanimous opinion against any increase led to the motion being 
withdrawn. The expectation of many of the propriet^o^rs, however, 
was not _ to be disappointed. The subject came a^ain under the 
consideration of the general court on the 24th September 1766. 
The Court ofDirectors, ^iiihip^^l^ing a renewal of the proposition 
for an increase of dividend, had prepared a report, containing 
their unanimous opinion, “that it would not be for the 
interest of the Company, nor prudent at that time, to declare 
any addition to the dividend.”

Notwithstanding this declaration on the part of the executive, 
it was determined by a ballot, taken on the 26th of Sep- 
tember-1766, that the half-year’s dividend, from Christmas to 
Midsummer 1767, should be five- per cent., being at the rate 
of ten per cent, per annum. The numbers were three hundred 
and forty votes for the question, and two hundred and thirty- 
one votes against -the question, and on the 6th of -May 1767 
the General Court came to a resolution to divide six and a 
quarter per cent, for the half year, ending at Christmas 1767.

At this time Parliament was directing its attention to the 
affairs of the Comj^f^i^jr; on the day following the declaration 
of six and a quarter per cent, by the General Court, the House 
of Commons called for a copy of the proceedings of that Court, 
and of other proceedings connected with the - former declara- 
tion.o^ a hal;^- yearly dividend of five per cent.

When the House of Commons ' called for the papers upon this
subject.
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subjiect, tbe Directors «ib^«^£^ted the General.Court ' to reconsider, 
their re^<^!lut^iion; after much discussion.^, it was agreed to en^ 
deavour, in a. general arrangement then pending with his. 
Majesty's ministers for settling the Company's affairs, to securet- 
the annual sum of £400,000 as a dividend to the proprietors, . 
which would have been at the rate . of twelve and a haljf per cent.

Parliament, however, determined, previously to adopting 
a plan for the general, administration of the affairs of India, 
to pass a law for regulating the dividi^i^n^s; and, on the 11th 
of May 17.67, a bill for that purpose was accordiingly in
troduced. .

The object of this bill was to restrain the declaration of 
dividends, except by ballot, and after seven days' notice;;; 
and also to limit the dividend, from • the last decl^^i^tii^n . to 
the beginning • of. the then session of Parliament, to ten per 
cent. .

On the 18th of May 1767, it was. proposed 'in the. General 
Court to petition against the bill. This proposition led to a long 
and warm debate, • which was terminated by a demand of a balr 
lot to be taken instanter. The Directors disapproved of this 
course, and strong protests were entered against the adoption 
of it. It was, however, persisted in; and the ballot was taken 
between the hours of nine and eleven o’clock at night. The 
decision was in the aff^rmtitiive. .

The extraordinary circumstances under which the ballot 
upon this petition was taken, attracted the particular notice 
of the House of Commons, who, having. called for a copy 
of the proceedings of the General Court, determined to reject 
the petition.

Much discussion .took place in the General Court in. con
sequence, and a petition was ultimately adopted upon, .a 
ballot regularly taken. This petition was presented • to, .and 
received by the Hoi^se e l^ut it failed to produce ' the . desired 
eff^^'t; for, on the 28th of May 1767, the bill passed . the • HoUse 
of Commons. The General Court proceeded to petition the 
House of Lords against the bill, aqd offered to comoromise 
the matter, if Parliame^nt would .consent • to fix the limit, at 
twelve and a half, instead of ten per cent. The Lords, .not

. withstanding the representations of the Company, oaseed the 
bill
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bill as approved by the Commons, though not without great 
opposition, the numbers for ' the bill being fifty-nine, and forty- 
four against it. Nineteen ' peers signed a protest. The grounds 
of diss^'nt were, “ because the inability of the Company to 
make the dividends rescinded by this bill, had been argued on 
a supposition, that the right of the territorial acquisitions of 
the Company in the East-Indies was not in that Company, but 
in the public-; which method of arguing, if admitted as one of 
the g^rounds of the bill, was conceived to be inc^onc^lu^sive as to 
the subject matter, and highly dangerous as to the precedent; 
for, the Company being in possession, and no claim against them 
being so much as made, much less established, their Lordships 
held it highly dangerous to the property of the subject, and ex
tremely unbecoming the justice and dignity of the House, by 
extra judicial opinions, to. call into question the legality of such 
a possession, and to act without hearing, as if the House bad 
decided against it.” On the 29th of June 1767 it received the 
royal assent.
' Early in the following session another bill was introduced, 
to continue the limitation of the dividend to ten per cent, 
per annum ' until the 1st of February 1769; this bill, though 
opposed by the Company, was passed into a law on the 21st 
of February 1768. On this occasion, eleven peers entered 
their protest, “ Because this annual restraint tends to establish 
a perpetual interposition of Parliament in declaring dividends 
for the Company, and indeed all companies whatsoever, to 
the increase of that most dangerous and infamous part of stock 
jobbing which is carried pn by clandestine intelligence, and to 
the vesting it in the worst of all hands, those of administration: 
for a minister, who shall hereafter acquire in Pa^rliament (by 
whatever means) sufficient influence for the purpose, may, by 
his power of ' increa.ssng, diminishing, or withholding dividends 
at his pleasure, have all the stockholders in these Companies 
(a body extremely considerable for wealth and numbers) en
tirely at his mercy, and probably- at his disposal, to the infinite 
incre^e of the already overgrown and almost incredible in
fluence of the crown.”

In 1769, the period of the last arr^i^igement with the public 
having expired, a negotiation was commenced for a prospective 

arrangement.
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aiTj^i^ngement, in which the Proprietors contemplated, as a 
principal object, the removal of the existing restriction on 
the declaration of dividend.

The General Court had several meetings respecting it,- and 
discussions took place between the Court of directors and 
the Lords of the Treasury. It was at length mutually agreed 
that the Company should pay to the crown £^40)0,000 per 
annum for five years, subject to a proportionate deduction in 
the event of the dividend being reduced, and that the Com
pany should be allowed to increase the dividend at ■ a rate not 
exceeding one per cent, per annum, until it reached twelve 
and a half per cent, per annum. It was further agreed that 
the payment to the crown should cease altogether, in the 
event of the dividend being reduced to six per cent, per 
annum. This arrj^^.^ement was S^i^titiijned by the Legislature 
in the act 9th Geo. Ill, cap. 24. Under the authority of that 
act, the dividend wa^ augmented at the rate of one per cent, 
per annum, until it reached twelve and a hal^ per. cent, per 
annum, the maximum fixed by the act. In the year 1771, Mr. 
Manship, then a member of the Court of Directors, dissented 
from a resolution of that court, authorizing a declaration of 
the halif yearly • dividend of six and a quarter per cent. The 
General Court fixed such dividend without being aware of 
Mr. Manship’s dissect; but after it had been fixed, • several 
proprietors hearing of the dissent, convened a general , court 
upon special affairs, at which the subject was introduced, ' and 
Mr; Manship w'ins heard in his place. Evidence was given of 
the ability of the Company to make the dividend in question ; 
and it was resolved by the ballot (in which the numbers were 
three hundred and seventy-four votes for, the question, and 
thirty votes against the question) that the Court of Directors, 
in recommending the continuance of the dividend, had acted 
consistently with their duty. '

In 1772, the Company’s affairs became greatly embarrassed, 
and they were under the necessity not only of borrou'ing large 
sums of' the Bank of England • to meet existing demands, 
but also of making application to the public for a loan.

In such a state of things, the Court of Directors did not 
feel themselves at liberty to recommend the declaration of any 

div^i^i^^d;
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dividend; and, on the 23d of September 1772, the chairman 
informed the General Court, that it was not, as had been ■ usual, 
called for the purpose of declaring a half-yearly dividend; for 
that, until a pending treaty with his ' Majesty’s go^vernment 
should be concluded, the Court of ^i^rectors could not recom
mend any resolutions relative to a dividend.

On the 23d ofD^^^mber 1772 the General Court again met; 
when a half-yearly dividend, at the rate of six per cent, per 
annum, was declared. The reduction bf the dividend to six 
per cent, relieved the Company from the payment of £4^(^0,(^00 
per annum to the crown, as provided for in the act of 9th Geo. 
Ill, cap. 24.
„ The situation of the Company’s affairs was brought before 
Parliament by his late Majesty, in his speech upon the open* , 
ingof the session of 1772; and, on the 26th of Nov^e^mber in that 
year, a Committee of Secrecy of the ■ House of Commons was 
appointed to inspect the books and accounts of the Company.

In consequence of reports from this committee, , an act was 
passed for the raising a loan of £^1,400,000 for the Company, 
by the issue of Exchequer Bills; which sum was ■ directed to 
be applied in the payment of arrears of , duties to thep^u^blio 
and in the repayment of advances made to the Company, by 
the Bank of England. In the same act it was pi’ovided, that 
the revenues and profits of the Company should be charge
able, in the first instance, wdth a dividend of six per ■cent. ■•per 
annum; and that, when the loan then granted should be liqui
dated, the dividend should be increased to seven per ■ cent, per 
annum,'which it was not to exceed until the bond-debt should 
be reduced to £^1,5^00,000.

This arrangement was not in accordance with the sentiments 
of the General Court. They contended ■ that the restriction 
on the dividend ■ was extremely arbitrary, and not formed with 
any reference to the commercial profits of the Company; and, 
as a compromise, they proposed that the Company should be 
authorized to increase the dividend to eight per cent, as soon 
as a moiety of the loan should be repaid; but -Lord North 
would not assent to any increase of, the dividend until .the loan 
should be fully redeemed: and the act was accordingly passed 
to the effect before stated. . ,

From
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ITIS to 1T76 the dividend was six per -^<ent. per 
annum. On the 24th of December 1776, the debt of the 
public of £^1,4^00,000 having been repaid, a half-yearly divi
dend was declared at the rate of seven per cent. per ;
and arri^i^jgements .were at the same time made for liquidating 
£^00,000 of the bond debt. In the. following year arrange
ments were made for a further liquidation of the bond debt to. 
the extent of £^600,000.

The bond debt being thus reduced to £^1,5(^(,^0^(^(^> the divi
dend was, in June 1778, increased to eight per cent, per ' 
annum. In 1779, an act was passed (19tlk Geo. Ill, cap. 61), 
to continue, for one year, the general arrangements made in 
1773. This act restricted the declaration of a ■ larger dividend 
than eight per 'cent, per annum, until April 1780. These 
arrangements were further continued for another year, by the 
act of the 20th Geo III, cap. 56.

In 1781, the situation of the Company's affairs again 
came under the consideration of the general court, and 
several propositions were offered to his Majesty’s govern
ment, as the basis of an arra:ngement for the prolongation 'of 
the term of the Company's exclueive privileges. One of the 
primary objects of these propoeale was the security of a divi
dent of eight per cent, per annum, with a power to increase 
it,- at a rate not exceeding one per cent, per annum, until it 
amounted to twelve and a half per cent. It was, however, 
arranged, that the dividend should be eight ' per cent. p6r 
annum, and that the remaining profits of the Company should 
be divided between the public and the Company, in the pro
portion ' of three-fourths to the former, and one-fourth to the 
latter. An act of Parliament to this effe<ct was passed' (21st 
Geo. Ill, cap. 65, sec. 9). In 1782, the year after that act 
had passed, the Company’s affairs again became embarraeeed, 
and application was made to Parliament for relief. An act 
was, in consequence, passed (22d Geo. Ill, cap. 51), to autho
rize the postponement of the payment by the Company of 
sums due on account of customs, &c.1 and to secure to the 
proprietors their dividend of eight per cent. The same 
amount of dividend was, secured by two subsequent acts 
(23d Geo. Ill, cap. 36, and ■ 23d Geo. Ill, cap. 83) j and, in 

X 1784,
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' 178t, it further secured by the act of the 24th Geo^; III, 
cap.' '34. ■.

The dividend continued at eight p'er cent, per annum Until 
the act of 1793, when it was increased to ten and a half per
cent, (at which rate it has since been continued), the half per 
cent, being chai'geable on a separate fund, reserved under a' 
former act of Parliament (21st Geo. Ill, cap. 65); an ari-a^r^gre» 
ment was at the same time made for allowing to the Company 
a sixth part of the surplus of their . profits and revenues, after 
the reduction of their debts to a .specified amount. By a 
subsequent act passed in 1793 (33d Geo. Ill, cap. 31), the ten 
shillings per cent, of the dividend was made a charjge upon 
the general profits of the Company, in like manner with that 
of the ten pounds per cent. The dividend of ten and a half 
per cent, thus allowed in 1793, was continued by the act of 
1813 (53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155). In that a^t it is. provided, 
that the dividend shall be charged apon the home, profits of 
the Company, or, on the failure of a suiBciency of > home 
profits in one year to meet the dividend, then that the defi
ciency should be charged upon the surplus India revenue in 
the preceding. year (53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, sec. 57 and 58). 
The Company cannot legally make any larger dividend until 
their debt in India shall have been reduced to ten millions, 
and the bond debt to three . milli^c^^i,; nor until the public - 
funds created for the Company shall have been redeemed, - 
and the sum of twelve millions, after the accomplishment of 
those objects, paid into the Ex^chequer, as . a guarantee fundi 
then . the Company will be entitled to one-sixth of the excess 
of profit and revenue, which would constitute a fund for a fur
ther dividend (53d Geo III, cap. 155, sec. 59).

When the property-tax was institued, efforts were made to 
relieve the proprietors individually from the operation of it, 
and to authorize the payment of the amount out of the profits 
of the' Company, previous to the declaration ■ a dividend. 
The matter was referred to counsel, who were of opinion that ' 
the Company bad not the power, by law, to make such ' pay
ment. A representation was accordingly preferred by the 
Count-.o^ Directors to the president of the Board of Commis
sioners for the Affairs of Indian expressing a hop^ that his.

' ■ Majesty’s
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Majesty’s ministers would think it just and advisable that . the , 
Company should vested with such power, by a legislative 

■ provision. Lord Castlereagh, in reply, stated that- ministers 
d^d not feel warranted in recommending the Company to 
apply to Parliament for a bill for such purpose. .

In July 1804, the subject was again urged on the attention 
of ministers^ - whose- concurrence it was contended would be 
suff^i^i^^nt authority without any legislative provision. It was' 
opposed on the grpund that it would militate against the pro
visions of the act of 1793, as to the appropriations affecting 
the Company’s funds.

In 1812, during the negotiation for a renewal 6f the Co^^v 
pany’s exclusive privileges, the justice of relieving the pro
prietors of East-India stock from the payment of the property
tax on their dividends,- was again pressed on the attention of 
Lord Melville, the president of the Board;- but his Lordship 
did not think it expedient to charge the Company’s funds 
with any additional payment on that' account. .

. LAWS^. .

DVideni^d to be Ten anid a half per Cent.

‘ (I) And be' it further enacted, that f^>r and during the continuance 
of the possession and government of the said territorial acquisitions 
and ' ^^venues in the said United Company, the net proceeds of their 
sales of goods at home, with the duties and allowances arising by 
private trade, and all the commercial profits and other receipts ot the 
said Company in Great Britain, shall be applied and disposed of in 
manner follo-^ir^n?: (that, is to say) first, in providing for the payment 
of bills o^ exchange already accepted and hereafter to be accepted by 
the said Company, as the same shall become du^'; secondly, ' in pro
viding for the current payment of other debts (the principal of the 
bond debt in England always excepted), as well as interest, and the 
commercial outgoings, charges', and expenses of the said Com^i^i^jy; 
thirdty, in payment of a dividend, after the rate of ten pounds per 
centum per annum, ' on ■ the present or any future amount the capi
tal stock of the said Company, . for and during such time as a certain 
fund-- of the said Company 'hereinafter mentioned, called “ The Com
pany’s Separate Fund,” shall be sufficient to pay a dividend), after the 
rate 'of ten shillings for every hundred pounds per annum, on the 
present or any future . amount of the capital stock of the said Com- 

X 2 p^^jr;
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§ 58.

1770.
10 Geo. 3)
c. 47. § .3.

pai^jf; and when and so . soon as the said last-mentioned fund shaU 
be exhausted, then in payment of a dividend at the TOte of tep pounds 
ten shillings per centum per annum, on the then existing or future 
capital stock of the said Com]^!^I^Jy; provided that no greater dividend 
shall be paid in the whole, in any one year, than at the said rate of 
ten pounds ten shillings per centum per annum, upon the 'present or 

, future capital stock 'of the said Company.' ' ' '''
(2) And whereas it is not ' reasonable that the Com- Home 

pany’s commercial profits should be liable annually to 
the payment in Europe of territorial charges, till the 
said dividend, after, the rate of ten pounds and ten 
shillings per centum per annum, shall have been paid 
and dischai^r^i^d; be it therefore provided and enacted.

not liable to ter
ritorial chttrr^^s, 
till after divide^id 
provided foi”; and 
deficiency 
commercial pro- 

and dischai^j^i^d; be it therefore provided and epacted, ' fit-s at home in , 
that the net proceeds of the sales of goods, and other boridade
commercial profits of the Company in Great Britain, as ‘good out of sur- 
aforesaid, shall not be liable to the liquidation of any P**‘® territorial 
charge on account of the territorial or poli^ ^^^^1 govern- ..................
ment of India payable in England, of of any ' bills of exchange or cer
tificates drawn on account of the territorial or political charge in.India, 
till after the dividend on the capital stock of the said Company shall 
first have been prov.ided for; excepting always such bills and certifi
cates, for the amount of t^^liich value shall have been previously paid 
in India, from the territorial or political funds, and consignments' or 
remittances made ther^^^ to England, for the liquidation of the said 
bills and certiiSi^i^ti^si: provided also, that in the event of the' com
mercial profits the said Company at home being insufficient in any 
year, fully to defray the said dividend, it shall and may ' be lawful ’’to 
make good any such deficiency out of any surplus revenue'‘'Wat 
may have arisen in the preceding year 'account but of the terri
torial revenues, after the payment of all charges, interest of i^e_bt 
included.

Ballot noli nea^i^i^ca'y nihfm no alteration from preceding ‘ • 
Declaration. t

(3) Be it enacted, that from and after the passing of this act, when 
any half-yearly or other dividend of the said Company shall be voted- 
and declared by a General Court of Proprietors, not varying or differ
ing from tlie rate of the ' said Company’s dividend ' for the last preceding 
half-year, that then, and in every such case, it . shall not be ^^s^(^ss^ry 
for the said general court of the said Compan;y to proceed to a ba^ot 
respecting such dh'idends ; but that a declaration from 'the chairman, 
for the time being, of the said Company of the .voting and agr^'e- 
ing of the General Court of Proprietors to such dividend, shall -be 
a' sufficient notice and authority for declarin^g and making such 
dividend. ' . '• ' t

Courts
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Equity may ' compel Tfamf^rs and Of
' ' ■ Etivi<^^^ds.-

I . preami^l<^.’ ^4) Whereas great expense arises in suits in coui-ts oiT
,fequity, from the practice of making the governor and company of the 

Bank parties thereto, for the mere purpose of compelling or authorizing 
the said corporation to suffer any transfer of stock standing in their 
books tobe made which justice may tequii^e: be it enacted by the King's 

,• most excelient Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of- the 
*' Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia

ment assembled, and by the authority of the same, that it shall be 
' lawful for any of his Majesty’s courts of equity, before or upon hear
ing any ^cause depending ' therein, to -order the governor • and company 

"of the Bank of England to suffer a transfer of stock standing in their 
ijllt^olcs to be made, or to pay any accrued or accruing dividends 

■ thereon>> belonging to or standing in the -names of any party to a suit, 
as such courts • may deem j^^tt; or to jssue an injunction to restrain 
them from suffering any transfer of such stock, or' from paying toy 

''dividends or interest accruing or accrued thereon, although such 
^^o\v?rnor and company are not parties to the suit in which such decree 

j'or order shall be made, such courts being satisfied by the certifcate 
of the accountant of the- said corporation, duty signed by him as 

•hereinafter is directed, ttiat the stock required to be transferred is 
standing in their books in the name of the persons of person required 

' to transfer the same, or of the -persons or person to whom they or he 
are or is the legal ^^pi^i^s^i^i^ti^tii^e!; and that after due service of a short 

’order upon the said governor and company, or their proper officer, 
'w’hich shall contain no recital of their pleadings or other matter than 

title of the cause, and the ordering part of such decree or order 
which respects the said governor and company, and for which the sum 
of eighteen shillings and no more, shall be paid, like process shall 
issue to -enforce such order or decree as to enforce them against any 
party to a suit depending in such court.

stating the amount njf such Stock or Dividends, to be delivered 
" ' '^ ‘ on application.

r - -to ex- -(fi) A^nd for tlie t^^tt^r e^!^^l»ling atr^y piiii-ty to a isiitt
their-^discOverty^’’ ^btt^hi i^nd jir(^(^«cce meh ceriif^(^itte m coutt, lee tt 

^'thanherein men- enacted, that upon request in writing signed by the 
jt^oned,; -nor to clerk • in court (or other officer answering teeretc) nnd 

- She- •Bank vlaint - t’’® Solicii^or cc^nt^e^rned in the cause for the party apply- 
9,en' interest_in tlie ihg, which shall state the cause, and. for' what parties 

■., they.- are concerned, tee- Governor and Company of t^e
Bank of England shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the said 
clerk in court, or other officer and solicitor, or one of them, a certifi- 

’ cate signed by their accountant, slating the amount of such stock or 
X 3 dividends,

• LAWS.
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LAW^.. dividends, and in whose nam^s or name - such stock is standing in their 
1800.

S9 and 40
Geo. 3)
c. 36,
^2.

books, and, if it. be particularly required (but not otherwise) when 
such . stock or any part ther^o^ was transferred, and by whom, for the 
signing of which request in writing, there shall be paid to such clerk 
in court or other officer, a fee of six shillings and eight-pence, and no 
more, and to such solicitor, for the drawing, copying, and delivering 
at the Bank, a fee of thirteen shillings and four-pence, and no more, 
and to the officer making out and delivering such certificate, a fee of 
two shillings and sixpence, and no moi^^: provided nevertheless, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to any case where any further 
discovery is wanted. than what is' hereinbefore expressly meq.^iimed, 
nor to any case vh<^i'e the said governor and company claim any inte
rest in or lien upon the said fund, but that in such ' cases it ' shall be'* 
necessary to make theta ' a party to such suit as if this act -had ne^ett 
been and that if Aiy special matter shall arise, which in thet
opinion of the said governor and company shall affect their interests,, 
or which might be objected against suffering such transfer of stock, 
or payment of dividends, it shall be lawful for them to state siich' 
matter to the court hy motion or petition in such suit, and that exc-'" 
cution of process to compel such transfer or payme^nt, shall be Sus-f 
pended until final order shall be made thereon. .

§4.
The Provisions extend to the East-lndia Company.

(6) And be it further enacted, that all the several regulations jiiid^ 
provisions hereinbefore enacted, shall extend mufatis mutandis to 
every case where the United Company of Merchants of En^laritt' 
trading to the £^^st-j^ndies, or the Governor and Company of Mt^iht 
chants of Great Britain trading to the South Seas or other -parts;of; 
America, have any stock standing in the books such respective cjoj;-;, 
porations, which may now be or hereafter may become tlm subject .of 
any suit in equity or incidental thereto, saving to the said corporations’ 
respectively the like right of being made a party, or applying bji 
motion or petition, in such suits as is before reserved or given to the!' 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England. -.

1812.
52 Geo. 3)

P 158,
»

Div^i^dends due to li^ants.
(t} The .Court of Chancery, Court of Exchequer, or the Lord Chan

cellor, authorized to direct dividends due to infants, to be paid for 
their use to their guardians, under the provisions of the 36th Geo. Ill, 
cap, 90, and 52 Geo. IJI, cap. 32.    
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DUTIES, CUSTOMS, AND TAXES.

The several governments in India ,are empowered to frame
regulations for the imposition of duties on the export, import, 
or. transit of any goods, wares, or merchandize in the East
Indies. The regulations are not valid until sanctioned .by. the 
Court of Directors with the approbation of the Boatrl, pf 
Commiss^ii^ners;; such sanction and approbation being signir - 
fled to’ the governments respectively in a public despatch' 
from the said Coi^i^t; all such regulations when promulgated' 
in India, are to contain express mention that the same 
are made with the sanction of the Court of Directors, and 
with the approbation of the Board of Commissioners; and 
such mention is to be taken as conclusive evidence of such 
sanction and approbation in all courts of justice. The Gover- 
ilpr-t-eIlerat and the governors of Madraf!, Bombay, and PrincC 
o.f ’ Wales' Island, are also authorized to impose duties of cus
toms ’ and other taxes on places and persons within the juris
diction of the courts established by the King’s charter, in the 
same manner as in places without such jurisdiction. No impo
sition of any such duty, or tax, or any ’increase thereof is valid 
until sanctioned by the Court of Directors, with the approba
tion of the Board of Commissioners. Regulations may je. 
also passed for imposing fines, penalties, and forfeitures, for 
the non payment of duties and taxes.

In 1814, doubts having arisen as to certain duties and taxes 
imppsed by .tlie several governments in India, an act was passed 
confirnfing the regulations which bad been passed, for. the 
imposiition, levying, raising, or recovering any such duties of 
customs or other taxes, or in any ways relating ther^t^t>; and 
all fines, penalties, and forfeitures imposed or levied by the 
several governments.

The fon^jgoing are the existing authorities under ’ which the 
, x 4 regulations
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regulations are passed in India for imposing duties, taxes, 
&c. ' '

With regard to the duties and customs on East-India goods 
imported into Great Britain, it would require greater .space 
than can possibly be allotted to the subject in a work of this 
nature, to enter into a detail of the important measures 
brdught forward in ■ 1825 by the Right Honourable the Pi^tjsi* 
dent of the Board of Trade, which led to' the repeal of the 
several latts relating to the customs, from the seventeenth of 
Richard II, in 1394., to those of the fourth of his pres.seitti 
Majesty in 1823, embracing no less than . four hundred and 
fifty-two acts of Parliament. This repeal was followed’ by , 

. the introduction of ’eleven separate acts, all of v^-hich received'-' 
the royal assent the 5th July 1825, relative to duties, customs., - 
and

6 Get). 4, 
c. lOfi.
c. 107.

c. 108.

c. 109.

c. 110.

c. 111.
c. 112.

c. 11.'’,.

c. 114.

'c. ll5.
c. UP.

trade generally, viz, . , .

An Act for the Mana.gement of the Customs,
........... for ^^e (eeneaal leetul^lt^i^ion iff tlie (^t^it^tor^s, 
........ltt- to ^i^entHt O^l^eaioling, ■ . , ,,
i. l....... fer ^^e ]^:nfueaejsmnott ^fBei^i^i^ish t^^^^^eeg^el^^ti'■

Navigatifo, ''
............fee Ieeg^itSei■^e^g .of Iei•ti^ihlVesssl^ls, 
............orr (ea^1tt0^g IUt^f^sss ^f (^lutf^oss, 
...... .  ... for Wa^eshfusiog Goods,
;.......... oor (e^^nt0^g eetaah^ I^t^i^nt^^e i^i^d Aa^]^iWlaolcseebft)t

Customs, ' ■ 'I"''*’
  to Rseulate the Trade of the Beitish POSsessifies,' 

■ •................................ ■ • ■ ' ■ • >-■ lirr-jib
abroad,

............fer ISegalai^e^g her Traade of llsf SaSf (ff Maai,'' , , ,•
ii, iiiiii for Regulatteg, Vessels caeeying Passnniee:e^'’i^lo," 

Ffeeign partsi

Such cIiusss . cooosctnd with the. customs as ■ tmmediatnlylI 
eelatn to the East-Iodta Cfmoaoy, ’ or to the tmoOf^tati'oit 
gfOds 0efm the limits withio the Cfmpaoy's nxclustvn chalfl^'’ 
ter, ’will OoIIow thosn which authoeize the tmpfsitif^n, of auttns, _ 
c^s'ittI]^,' and ■ taxes ■in Iodial It may ’be ■obsnevea^^. ’that ithn, j 
MauetttUs ’ is asclarna to be fon of his Majesty’s sugar ct>l^^ltsst5!• 
aeta'^lac6d -u'0fo the -samn foftiog, in all rnSpncts, at 'His Majesi^' 
ty’s’ tslaeas in thn■W(^i3t-Ioains■l ' ' ' ' . '■ ‘ ’

■ . ) LAWS.

d ■.
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LAWS.

DUTIES IN INDIA.

(1) And whereas it is expedient that the ■govern
ments of the said Company established at Fort Wil
liam, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince of Wales' 
Island respectively, should have authority to impose 
duties and taxes to be levied within the several towns 
of Calcutta and Madras, the town and island of Bom
bay and Prince of Wales' Island, and also duties and 
taxes to be paid by persons subject to the jurisdictions 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal, the Supreme Court of Judicature at Ma
dras, the Court of the Recorder o^ Bombay, and the 
Court of Judicature at Prince of Wales' Island respec- 
tiv^l;^; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may 
be ■ lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council 
of l^or-WZilii^m m Bei^g^al , a^i^d to i^idd oor dm G^t^ver- 
nor in Council of Fort St. George, and to and 
for 'the Governor iu Council .of Bombay, and to and 
for Bie Governor in Council of Prince of Wales' Island, 
wirhin the respective presidencies of ■ Foer-Wililaml 
Fort St. Giiorge', Bombay, and Prince of Wales' Island, 
to impose all such duties cusromsl and other taxes

Governments maiy impose Duties, Customs, and othiee Taxes, subject to 
^auc^ion of Co^Tt of Directors at^d approbation of Board.

G^^i^i^'or-gcn'^., 
ral and governors 
in council at Fort 
Wi^Uiam, Ma
dras, Bombay, 
and Prince of 
Wales’ Island, 
may impose du
ties o£ customs- - 
and oth<er taxes 
on -places . and 
persons within 
the jurisdictiott ■ 
of cm^rts es
tablished by the 
King's charter, 
in the same man- 
nor as in places 
without such ju- - 
risdiction. — No 
such oiuty m MX 
iii -€^alc^^, Ma- 
de^s, Bombay, or 
Prince of Wales* 
Island to bs valid 
till sanctioned by 
the directors,with 
th^ i^}Jpeobation 
of the Board.
to, 'be. levied, raised, and paid within the said towns of Gaicorta and 
Madras, the said town and island of Bombay, and Prince of Wales' 
Island, and upon and by all persons whomsoever, resident or being 
therein eespectlvelyl and in respect of all goods, wares, meechandizesl 

, commodities and property whatsoevee also being rheeein ^^sp^<^t^ii^<^llr; 
and also u'pon' and by all persons whomsoever, whether Beirish born 
or ■ foreigners, rssident or being in any country or place within the 
aothority of the said governments eesp^^^i'^^l^^; and in respect of all 
goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities and property wharsoeveel 
being in any such country or place, in as full, 'large and ample manner 
as such goveenor-general in council, or gove^rnor^ in council respec- 
tivel;^,„may now iawfolly impose any duties or taxes to be levied, 
raised, or paid, upon or by any persons whomsoever, or ■ in any place 
whatsoever, within the autliority of the said governments e^^s^^l^tii^^l5': 
provided always, that no imposition of any such duty or tax. Or- any 
increase of any such duty or tax, within the said towns of Calcutta 
ot Madras, the said town and island of Bombay, or Prince of Wales' 
Island, shah be valid or errectoail onrii the same shall have been 
sanctioned by the said Couer of DieecrorSl with the approbation of 

the

LAWS.

1813.
53 Geo, 3, 

c. 1S3, 
§ 98.
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J8I3.
53 Gm. 3> 

c. 155, 
' 5 99.

§ 25.

31^ DUTIES, CUSTOMS, AND T^^XEp,. 

tlie Kiid T^c^ard of .■ Commissioners,_ in manner , bereinrbefqre 
respecting duties and taxes of export, import, . -and 3'^stns,ib-T>oa, gooiis< 
wares, or merchandize.

Governments ma^y impose• Fines Jbr Non-payment Taxes, ^c.
(2) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may Goven^or-genM, 

1)6 lawful for such governor-general in council, and falandgf^yernors:. . , , , . in council maygovernors m council respectively, to make laws and ia„s a„d 
regulations respecting such , duties and taxes, and to regulations re
impose fines, penalties, and forfeitures, for the non- tTs''*£iand*3Jt«c-i 
payment of such duties pr taxes, or for the breach of and impose-^nes- 
such .laws or regulations, in as full and ample, manner 
as such governor-general in council, or governors thereof. • u 
in council respectively, may now lawfully make any ' ' ' *’
other laws or regulations, or impose any other fiines, penalties, pr_ 
forfeitures whatsoever: and all such laws and regulations shall be

• . . . ~ . * Itaken notice of without being specifically pleaded, as well in the saiid. 
Supreme Courts and Recorder’s Court and Courts of Judicature at^ 
Prince of Wales’ Island respectively, as in all other courts whatsoevi^i^,, 
within the said British territorii^ss: and that it shall and may . be lawfjd^ 
for . all persons whomsoever, to prefer, prosecute, and maintain in th^' 
same Supreme Counts and Recorder’s Court and Court of. JuditTture. 
at Prince of Wales’ Island respectively, all manner of indictments, ■ 
rnformatrons, and suits whatsoever, for enforcing such laws and .regula
tions, or for any matter or thing whatsoever arising out of the same ; 
any act, charter, usage, or other thing to the contrary notwith-l 
standing.

Duties imposed in India not valid till sanctioni^id by . Court'" *. 

and Bboard. • .u -if
(3) And be it further enacted, that no new or additional rmp<^S!t^<iliT 

of any duty or tax upon the export, import, or . transit of any goods, 
wares, or merchandize whatsoever, made or to be made by authority^ 
of the Governor-General or Governor in Council, of any of the sai^^- 
Company’s presidencies or settlements in the East-Ind:^^ss. or partS(, 
aforesaid, shall be valid or effectt^al, until the same shall have been, 
sanctioned by the Court of Directors of the said United Company,^ 
with the approbation of the said Board of Commissiom^j^rs; which- 
sanction and ■ approbation shall be signified to the said governments- 
respectively by some public despatch from the said Court of Direc-', 
tors, describing each regulation for the purposes aforesaid, which shall,, 
b^ so sanctioned and approved by its title at full length, and express-., 
ing that ■ the same is . so sanctioned and appro-^f^d; and all .such regulay.. 
tions, when promulgated . in the East-Indies by the said governments,.,, 
shall contain express mention that the same are made with the sanc-r. 
tion . of the . said Court of Directors, . and with the approbation of the^ 
said Board; of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indiia; and such men- ,

tioe

    
 



CUSTOMS, AND TAXES.

Duties in India 
on goods of the 
C^mp^ny to be 
debited to com-i 
merce, and, to^ 
gether with du
ties on private
trade goods, to be 
considered as te
ntorial revenue, 
and-to -be subject 
to ti^eo aod^l . of 
the Board.

tfoii ehtd^' be taken as conclusive evidence bf'ettce- sanc’tiotfand'aipprio^* 
bation- in all courts of justice. •' ■ ' l *‘* '1^'’'’

■ ' .w '
Duties in India on Goods to he deh'ited to Commerce,

(4) And be it further t^r^acbedi tlu^l: ell n^test cus
toms, and duties export and import, whish seall - be 
chargea in the Eeet-Inaies or other places under tee■ 
government of - the said Company, upon any goods, 
wares, or merseanaize of or belonging to the said Com
pany, shall be chargea in the books of' account of thd 
said Company to the debit of the commercial bran<;h 
of their affaii^t;; and all such retee, customs, ' and duties 
whice ' ehall be so chiarged upon ahy ver^e8 o'r"
merceandize of or belonging to -the eeia Company, - ot'

which seall be received by the eaia Company in the Eeet-Inaies or 
parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wares, or merceendize of any privt^^'e - 
merceent, trader, or other person, shall be placed in the books of’ 
account of the said Company, to the credit of the territoriel revenues 
of the eeia Compan-y; and all such - rates, customs, and autiee, so 
placed td the credit of the territorial revenues of the said Compt^i^j^,' 
shall -be deemed and taken to be part of euce territorial revenuee, and ’ 
shall be subject to the control of the said Board of Commissionere, 
in'like manner, to all intents and purposes as any other part of siicb 
territorial revenues. ' ' , ■

1813.
53 (yeo. Sf

§ 67.-;

Doubts r^emov^ii as to the Duties and Taxes heret^ofore imposeti an^ 
levieii in the East-Indies. ■ ■.

Power of levy- (5) Whereas doubts hwe ^naen ou to ceOai’n due^es 
bng thut*es’ &c' and taxes heretofore imposed by the several govern- ■ 
mentseing'lne(iin- ments Fort William in Bengal, Madras, Bombay,
confiirneil. and Prince of Wales' Island respectively : be it enacted

by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the > 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Com
mons, -in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority ■ of - 
the same, that all duties of customs and other taxes heretofore made ' 
or imposed, -as well upon British eubjecte as foreigners, and other per
sons whomsoever, by the orders or under the authority of the GoviK^-' 
nor-General in council of Fort William in Bengal, the Governor in 
Council of Fort St. George, the Governor in Council of Bombay, and 
the Governor in Council of Prince of- Wales’ Island, respectively, - ' 
within the several towns of Calcutta and Madras, the town and island -
of Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, and upon all pereone wh^i^-' 
soever resident or being therein respectively, and in respect to all'- • 

• goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities, and property wlial^^oevier," 
also being therein reepectively, and also upon all -perl^(^l^^^wbomeoever,• '• - 
weeteer Britiee-born or foreignere, resident or being in ' any country 
or^ladc within tliie authority of the said governmente respectively, 

and

1 ser.
54 Geo. 3, 

c. H)5.
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WM.
bl-VtW,

cootinuiog in the East-India ' Company for a further term the Pos
session of the British Terrtories in India, together with certa^o 
exclusive Priv^^^e^^s; for establishing further Reg^ul^tion's for the 
Government of the said Territories, and the better Admioisfratioo 
of Justice withio the sam^; and for regulating the trade' tp and 
from the places within the limits the said Company’s Cha^^t^|^^1 ’

5 2.

-and in respect of alP g^oods,-wai^<^s, *merchantli;^^s,'diotoModiia^t>^LaHd 
fpi’^perihy ' whatsoever, being • in any such country -or-place,- wdfi^Jisqall 
orders • and regulations for the imposition, levying, "ir^iisingy'br'ae'co- 
'vering any such duties of •customs'or other taxes, • or<in I ahyways 
relating thereto, and all i^nes, penalties, and forfeitures heretofore 

■ imposed or levied by or under the authority of- such govemor-g'enetal 
in council and governors in council respectively, for the non-payment 
of such duties or taxes, or for the breach of any laws • or regulations 
heretofore made by such goveroor-geoeral in council and governors 
in council respectively, respecting such duties and taxes, shall be, and 
the same are hereby confirmed, and -shall be • deemed to be as valid 
and effectual to all ioteots and purposes wlujt-si^^^i^i^,, according to the 
true iment and meaning of the several orders, regulations, and usages, 
under which any such duties,- taxes, fiOes! penalties, and forfeitures 
have been imposed or levied, as fully and effectually as •■if 'the -Same 
had been imposed and made respectively under the provisions of an 
act made in the last session of Parliament, intituled “ An Act iqr “ . . . . , — >.• _.. • - ' — ■

“ iroim the places within the limits of the said company is cuar^^^ri 
any act or acts of Parliament or law to the contrary thereof- Io ^t^nn^- 
wise notwithstaoding, and all arrears of such duties and taxes may be 
demanded, levied, sued for, and recovered, and all penalties aod.'fbr- 
feitures for any breach of any such rules and regulations- bi-, relation 
to.any such duties and taxes shall and may , be sued for, recovertid, 
and eofOrced under the provisions of the said recited act, as fully and 
effectually as if the same had been, imposed, made, incurred, or arisen 

-after the passing thereof. ,
- (6) And be it further enacted, that all such orders, _

regulations, usages^, duties, taxes, fines, penalties, aemaiPerSnnfS’rC»’ 
and forfeitures, shall be and remain in full force and 
effect until the' same respectively shall ' be repealed, 
altered, or varied, by any orders or regulations made and passed, 
or ' to be made and passed, under or by virtue of the said rented 

•^(^t;-; and all persons who have' been engaged ' or .-coocerned• 'in"a^- 
vising, passing, imposing, demaodiog, levying, or recoverinjg- ao2v,such 
orders, regulations, duties, taxes, hne^, ‘peoaltie^, - and forfeitures, 
shall b^ -and are hereby indemoified in respect thereof, and of,all -proj- 

-Ci^edogs and acts had, done, or taken undejr-- -and according toi -B^ 
'true inteOt and- meaning of any- such orders, regulations', or usaged; 
■Ind •all•‘^t^l^ions and suits whatsoever which ' have •been or hereafter 
d^iiill'be 'ct^imr^^^^^ced, 'sued, -or prosecuted, for or touching the-receipt, - 
cblTectidri, or imposition of -arty-SU(^ihiduti<^' taxes, fioesvp^I^Eltries^,sor 

Torfei^ureS,-’ shall -be ■ -and’become absolutely null and-- 'void fo: all jj^t^rts 
'• and

‘ '1 ,‘ ■ M
Orders, ;&C5 jlo 

and persons in* 
demnified.‘ .i
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whats^oi^^fer, ■save and except for ■the purjjose o!f necovep- 
which may have been incurred in any such action,, apd 

whiclhibc^^h.been or.may be awarded to be paid, by a^y party ■ thereto,: 
t-provided always, ■that nothing herein contained shall extend to confirm . 
lahy ac^or prt^^eeding, . or to indemnify any person or persons ■ in •. respect 
l^^, any act or proceeding, done without the authority or contrary to 
jthe ■ tpu^ .intent and meaning .of any such order,, regulation, or iTiage, 
i8S -i^-.hereby intended to ■ be confirmed. •

S<W,Si- 
isM.

■ C<0O5,

. Duties in Great Britain,

' ' '^U^ty on East-India Goods act^cordii^ng to Sale value. 
■'’Value of. East- (7) Provided always, and be it further enacted,
cpnB^/io'iies,' value of goods imported by the East-India

''' \ •. Company, and of all goods called “ Piece Goods,”
f^^^ii^'g, 'articles manufactured of silk, hair, or cotton, or any ' mixture 
thereof, imported by any person into the port of London, from 
places within tf^ie limits of the charter of the said Company, ' sliall be 
ascertained by the gross price at which the same shall have been sold 

auction at the public sales of the said Compt^t^^; and,that such 
goods shall be landed and secured in such places and in such manner 

Pis the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs shall require, until the 
duties thereon shall have been duly paid, or the same shall have been 
duly .exported-

■\East- India Company to sell Goods within three Years of Importation. 
■''■ '(8) ■'.Ahd' be^ it further enacted, that the East-India Company shall 
T3rrrly'arld openly expose to sale, and cause to be svld■ all such goods “ 
ddx^harge'd to pay duty according to the value' thereof, -by way'of 
'jidblic' duction, in the city of London, within three years from the 
importation the^l^<^Vf; and shall give due notice at the custom-house in 

'London,' to the officers appointed to ■ attend such sales, of the time and 
place''thereof- ' • ■

East-I^ndia Company may ente'r by Bill Sight, also Private

(9) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
that ■ it shall be lawful for ■ the East-India Company 
without making the ■ proof herein-before requir'd,, to 
enter ' by .bill of sight, to ■ be landed and secured- in' 
such manner as the commissioners of his Majesty’s 
customs shall require, any goods imported by ■ thein, 
and also any goods imp<^v^t^t^il■ by any other person 
froro placac widiih .the! lin:iiu of the, chcraei’ of tht:

1325.
6 Geo. 4, 
c. 107, 
i 21.

§22.

5 2^5."..Advaiorcm du- 
ties.—Bated du; 
ties. — Private 
importers may 

,e^lt^i^^^the. Com
pany . .may, on 
T^i^nii y -provided 
^oods be■.ss^4•rred 
w . Cmnpand,’* 'wareliW!-^ ' '

i- ’“ ■ ’ - , . -

-Slid ■Gompanyy, with tlie ■consent of such ■per^t^i^,, upon.- conditivn._to 
cause perfect -entry to be made of such goods within ■ three months from:- 
the .Ms^te the importation the^^of; either .tOiWareh<vrsle the same ■pr

to
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1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. 107,
. §*25.i

LAF's/ to - pay the duti^ thereon within the ti^^s -and in the r^iinner herein
after meni^ti^i^f^d; (that is to say) if such goods be charged to pay duty 
according to the value, then to pay such duty within four months from 
the sale of the goods ; and if such goods be charged to pay duty 
according ' to the number, measure, or weigiit thereof, then to pay 
one moiety of such duties within six calendar months fom the time of 
the importation of 'such goods, and the other moiety within twelve 
calendar months from such time ; and such goods shall be secured in 
such places and in such manner as the commissioners of his Majesty’s 
customs shall require, until the same shall have been duly entered, 
and the duties the^^on shall have been duly paid, or until the same 
shall have been dul-y export^eti: provided also, that it shall be lawful 
for' any Otier person who shall have imported any goods from places 
within the said limits into the port of London, in like manner to 
enter such goods by bill of sight in his own name, upon giving 
suffiici^nt security by bond, to -the satisfaction of the commissioners 
of 'his Majesty’s customs, with the like conditions as are required of 
the said Company, for making perfect entries, and for selling at the 
sales of the said Company all such of the said goods as are called 
“ Piece Goods,” and for the securing and 'the paying of duties; pro
vided such goods be entered by such bill of sight, to be warehoused in 
some warehouse under the superintendance' of the said' Company, and 
in which goods imported by the said Company may' be secured in 
manner before mentioned.

§ 26.

§ 27. ’’

DtfaUht of Payment: <f Duties.
(10) And be it farther enacted, that in- default of in dclhult - of 

perfect entry within three mouths- as aforesaid, or -of ‘ijj-
due entry and payment of duty within the times and sold.*” 
in the manners herein-before respectively requir^ed, it 
shall be lawful for the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs to 
cause any such goods, in respect of which such default shall have 
been made, to be sold for the payment of such duties (or for expor
tation, if they be such as cannot be entered for home use) and 
for the payment of .all charges incurred by the crown in respect of 
such goo^^; arid the overplus, if any, shall be paid to the proprietor 
thereof. .

East-India Coi^'pf^'^Ty to pay Duties to Receiver-Gene'ral.

(11) And be 'it further enacted, that the East-India Compan;y shall 
pay into the hands of the Receiver-General the Customs, every sum 
of money due from the said Company on account of the duties of 
customs, at the respective times when the same shall beconiie dui^; and 
that the said ^^ceiver-general shall ' give to the said Company a receipt 
for the monies so paid, on the account of the collector of the customs, 
which receipt, when delivered - to such collector, shall be received by 
hiri) as cash. '

Goods
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vttiF' r ■. Goods damaged on' Voo^i^'gei Abatement Dufies.
iWten fcliara to (12) And be it further enacted, that if any goods 

be -made. which are rated to pay duty according to the number,
ipeasure, - or weight thereof, (except certain goods herein-after men
tioned), shall receive damage during the voyage, an abatement of 
SUchhJ^utties shall be allowed in proportion to the damage so received;, 
proviided prooif be made to the satisfaction of the commissioners ' of 
his Majesty’s customs, or of any officers of customs acting therein 
unilert their directions, that such damage was received after the goods 
were shipped abroad in the ship importing the same, and before 
they landed in the United Kingdom; and provided- claim to such ' 
abatement - of duties be made at the time of the firist examination of' 
sucl^goods. .

'Sii^ar 'from U- 
ra^tis'fO? charter, — 
Master to make 
oath to ' certif'- 
ctrie.'. I-'

Entry O EaSt-India Sugar.
(13) And be it further enacted, that before any 

sugar shall be entered as being the produce any
British possession in the limits of the East-India Com
pany’s charter, the master of the ship importing the 

' same shall deliver to the collector - or controller, a cer-' 
tificATfe' tinder the hand and seal of the proper off cer - at the- plaice' 
Tliere'^nch sugar - was taken onl^c^j^rd, testifying that oath had been 
madyV^^<^‘fore- him by the shipper- of such sugar, that the same - wa» 
really and Ito^nijide the produce of such British - posses^li^n; and such- 
master shall also make oath before the collector or controller, that 
such certi^cate was received by him at the place where such sugar 
was taken on board, and that the sugar so imported is -. the same as is 
meptibned - therein.

■ Prohil/itel Goods being warehoused.
(14)-Any goods of whatsoever sort may be imported into the 

United Kingdom, to be warehoused under the regulations of any 
aef in force for the time being for the warehousing of goods, without 
payment of -duty at the time of the first entry thereof, or notwith
standing that such goods may be prohibited to be imported into the 
United Kingdom-, to be used - therein, except . tea and .goods from 
China in other than British ships, or by other persons than the East- 
India Company. .

LAWS.

18;^J5.
6 Geo. 4^ 
c. 107,
§ 28.

§36.

f 53."

5115.

' Terms used in Acts.
■(IS) Whenever the several terms or expressions following shall: 

occur in - this act, or in any other act relating to the customs, the 
same, shall be construed respectively in the manner hereinafter di-,^ 
rented; (that is - to say) that the term “ East-India Compi^i^jf” shall 
be- -construed to mean the United Company of Merchants of England i 
tradit^ng tp.Ahe East-Indids; that the term “ Limits of the East-, 
India-Company’s Charter ” shall be construed to mean all places and,, 
seas eastward o^ the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of

. ... (16) And
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LA^ys.

1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. Ill, 
§ 12.

c. 112, 
S 14.

S 13. ,

C/ipe O Good Hope dn ; Mauritius as WeS^-Indies.
. (16) And be it further enacted, that, for the purposes of fhis act, 
the Cape of Good Hope and the territories and dependencies thereof, 
shaii be deemed to be within the limits of the East-India Company’s 
char^i^r; and the Island of Mauritius shaii be deemed to be one of 
his Majesty’s sugar coionies, and piaced upon the same footing in aii 
respects as his Majesty’s isiands in the West-Indies.

Produce of limits imported ffrem Malta or Gil^raht^r.
(17) And be it further enacted, that aii goods the produce of piaces 

within the iimits of the East-India Company’s charter, having been 
imported into Maita or Gibraitar in British ships, shaii, upon subsequent 
importation into the United Kingdom direct from thence, be iiabie to 
the same duties, as the iike goods wouid respectively be iiabie to, 
if imported direct from some place within the iimits of the said 
charter. '

. Goods warehoused to be cleared in three Years.
(18) Be it enacted, that aii goods which have been warehoused shaii 

be duly cieared, either for exportation or for home use, within three 
years, and aii surplus stores of ships within one year from the day of 
the first entry thereof (unless further time be given by the commis
sioners of his Majesty’s treasui^;^); and- if any such goods be not so 
cieared, it shaii be iawfui for the commissioners of his Majesty’s cus
toms' to cause the same to be soid, and the produce shaii be applied 
to the payment of warehouse rent and other cha^^es, and the overpius, 
if any, shaii be paid to the propi^ii^tc^n’; and such goods, when soid, 
shaii be heid subject to aii the conditions to which they were subject ■ 
previous to such saie, except that, a further time of three months from 
the date of , the saie shaii be aiiowed to the purchaser for the ciearing 
of such goods from the warehouse ; and if the goods so soid shaii not 
be duiy cieared from the warehouse within such three months, the’ 
same shaii be forfeited : provided aiways, that if the goods so to be 
disposed of shaii have been imported by the Ea^t-India Company, or 
shaii be of the description caiied “ Piece Goods,” imported from 
piaces within the iimits of their charter into the port of London, the 
same shaii, at the requisition of the commissioners of customs, be 
duly exposed to saie by the said company at their next ensuing saie, 
and shaii be then soid for the' highest price which shaii be then pub- 
iickiy offered for the same.    

 



( S2t )

EAST-INDIA DOCK COMPANY.

In the year 1803, a measure was brought forward in Par
liament for the improvement of the port of London, which 
had specific reference to the shipping employed by the East- 
India Company. It appeared to Parliament that the , size of 
the vessels was far larger than others employed by merchants in 
trade, and that many of them were equal in bulk to ships of 
the Royal Navy, and that their cargoes were of great value and 
national importance. The system which then prevailed of 
loading and discharging the ships, greatly impeded the na
vigation of the riv^;r; the cargoes were liable to plunder, and 
tlie public revenue was thereby defrauded to a considerable 
amount. A company, to be styled, “ the Ea^t-India Dock 
Compa^;^.,” was accordingly formed, with a capital of £^200,000 
in shares of £^100 ea^li; £5 per cent, was to be paid on the 
capital raised, and when the docks were completed, the Com
pany were empowered to grant in the whole £^10 per cent, per 
annum, and they were also allowed to increase their capital to 
£300,000. Two 'general meetings of the Company of Pro
prietors are to be held in the year; one in the month of Ja
nuary, the other in the month of July, and all general meet
ings of the said' Company are to consist of ten of the said 
proprietors at least, and to be held between the hours of ten in 
■1^(3 forenoon and four- in the afternoon. The number of di
rectors is 1hir1een, of whom four are to be chosen out of the 
directors of the East-India Company. The four directors named 
in the act were John Roberts, Stephen - WilHi^ms, Joseph Cotton, 
and ' William Thornton (now Wm. Astell), Esquires. Jn the 
event of any of the directors - of the East-India Company, so no
minated, dying, or refusing - to act, or shall cease to be a 
director of the East-India Company for the space of two suc
ceeding years, then the directors of the East-India Company 
are required to appoint another person out of the directors to 
be a director of the East-Jndita Dock Co/mpany. The directors 

Y ' continue
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continue in office for three years;: the election is to be held the 
second Monday in the month of July in each year. A ' chair
man and deputy are to be appointed ; nine proprietors of ten 
shares may require an extraordinary general meeting of the 
Company, and the directors are required within ten days 
after delivery of the notice to call such general meeting—not 
sooner than seven days, nor later than one calendar month 
after the notice c—*

Five shares give one vote. 
Fifteen................ Uvovtees,
Thirty................  three votes.
Fifty ................. four votes.

The Chairman has the casting vote, whether the matter or 
thing discussed is decided by the majority of votes then present 
or by ballot.

All ships and veesele from India or China are to unload and 
discharge the whole of their cargoes within the docks. If at 
any time East-India ships cannot be admitted into the docks, 
the cvmmissivners of the cuetvme may authorize the car
goes of those particular ships to be discharged elsewhere. 
Outward-bound East-India ships may load in the docks or 
below Creek.

The directors, or any five, may make by-laws, rules, orders, 
regulations, for the docks, ; but a general meeting of 
the Company may alter and annul any of them. Certain 
rates are fixed for ships using the docks; the rates may be 
lowered by the directors arid raised again, but not to a 
higher rate than is expressed in the table . of the act.

In 1806, the Company were permitted to increase their 
capital to £^4^^0,000.

No other than East-lndia vessels to use the docks without 
consent of the Lords of the Treasury.

Caravans are to be provided for the East-lndia Company 
or the conveyance of all goods, wares, and merchandize to 
the Company's warehouses in London, which caravans are 
subject to approval by the cvmmiesivnere of his Majesty's 
cuetvme.

For more efFectually securing to the East-India Dock Com- 
p^any the rates granted by the 43d Geo. Ill, cap. 126, and 

46 G^eo.
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46 Geo. Ill, cap. 113, it was provided, in 1813, by the 53d 
Geo. Ill, cap. 155, sec. 28, that the said rates should be paid 
before goods are delivered to the owners or consignees, and 
that if the rates on goods are not paid to the East-India 
Dock Co^^any before unloading, ^they may be sent to the 
East-India Company’s warehouses to be sold, and the rates 
deducted from the purchase-money. -

In 1814, the East-India Dock Co^^any were empowered to 
increase their capital to £^500,000, and the Directors were 
empowered to build warehouses on the banks of such docks.

LAW^.
Directors of the (I) And be it further enacted, that John Roberts, 

said Company- Stephen Williams, Joseph Cotton, and William Thorn
ton, Esquires, four of the directors of the East-India Company, and 
their successors, to be appointed in' manner herein directed, together 
with Sir William Curtis, Baronet, John Atkins, Henry Bonham, Abel 
Chapman, Joseph Huddart, Richard Lewin the younger, William Wells 
the younger, Robert Wigram, and John Woolmore, Esquires, nine 
of the members of the said East-India Dock Company, and their suc
cessors, to be appointed in manner herein directed, shall be and be 
called “ The Directors of the East-India Dock Company.”

East-India Dock Company,
(2) Provided always, and be it enacted, that in case 

the said John Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Cot
ton, and William Thornton,* or any of them, or any 
person or persons to be nominated or appointed in his 
or their room or stead, as a director or directors of the 
said East-India Dock Company, shall die, or refuse to 
act in ' the execution of this act, or shall cease to be a 
director or directors of the said East-India Company,

LAWS.

im*.
43 Geo. 3, 

c. 126', 
5 16.

§ 17.Subsequent ap
pointments of 
Dock; Di^ectors 
(by the Direc
tors of the East- 
India Company) 
in the room of 
those who shall 
die, refuse to 
act, or become 
disqualified.
for the space of two succeeding years, then and in every such case 
the directors of the said East-India Company shall, and they are hereby 
required to nominate and appoint, in such manner as to them shall 
seem right and proper, some other person or persons, out of the Direc
tors of the said East-India Company, to be a director or directors of 
the said East-India Dock Compan;y, in the room or stead of the direc
tor or directors of the said East-India Dock Company so dying, re
fusing to act, or ceasing to be a director or directors the said East- 
India Company, for the space of two yem^ss; and every person so 

nominated
* Tlie present Directors are— 

William Astell, Esq., 3I. P. 
Sweny Toone, Esq.

Edward Parry, Esq.
Campbell Marjoribanks, Esq, 

Y 2
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LAWS.

18O.-3.
43 Geo, 3^ 

c. 126, 
§ 17.

§ 91.

nominated and appointed shall have the like powers and authorities, 
and shall be subject to the like rules, regulations,'and restrictions, 
as the person in whose room, or stead he shall be so nominated and 
appointe^c^.

Rates to be paid for Ships us-ing the Dock.
(4) And, in consideration of the great charges and expenses which 

the making, budding, erecting, and providing of such docks, basons, 
sluices, bridges and other works authorized and intended to be made 
in pursuance of this act as aforesaid, and the supporting, maintaining, 
and keeping of the same in repair for the future, be it fm-ther enacted, 
that there shall be payable and paid to the said East-India Dock 
Company, or to their collectors, receivers, or agents, for the use of 
the said East-India Dock Company, for every ship or vessel entering 
into and using any dock or docks, basoji or basons, or other works to 
be made by virtue of this act, by the master or other person having 
the charge or command of such ship or vessel, or by the owner 
or owners thereofj the several and respective rates following (that 
is to say)—

For every such ship or vessel (except country ships or vessels here- 
in-after described) entering inwards, and unloading her cargo in the 
said docks, and loading her cargo outwards in the said docks, the rate 
or sum of fourteen shillings per ton, according to the register tonnage 
of such ship or vessel, to be paid within ten days after such ship or 
vessel shall be 'cleared inwards ;

For every ship or vessel built in the East-Indies (called country 
ships) and navigated by lascars (not less than two-thirds of her crew 
being lascars), entering inwards, and unloading her cargo in the said 
docks, and loading her cargo outwards*in the said docks, the rate or 
sum of twelve shillings per ton, register tonnage as aforesaid, to be 
paid within ten days after such ship or vessel shall be cleared inwards; 
the last-mentioned rate being two shillings per ton less than the rate 
on other ships or vessels, in consideration of the expenses of. and in 
the maintenance' of the lascars whilst such country ships or vessels 
are unloai^ii^g;: .

For every' ship or vessel loading outwards in the said docks, being 
a new ship, or not having upon her last arrival unloaded inwards 
therein, the rate or sum of four shillings per ton, register tO^najge 
as aforesaid, to be paid before such ship or vessel shall depart from 
the docks.

In case any such British, or country, or other ship or vessel, having 
unloaded her cargo in the said docks, shall remove from the said 
docks before loading any cargo outwards, and shall not load any 
cargo outwards in the said docks, there shall be allowed and returned, 
in respect thereof, the sum of two shillings out every such four
teen shillings or twelve shillings respectively, to be repaid before 
such ship or vessel shall sail from the said port of London. .
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And in case such ship or vessel shall have completed her regular 
number of ■ voyages, or shall not be continued in the East-India 
trade, there shall be allowed and returned, in respect thereof, for 
the last voyage of such ship or vessel in such East-India trade, the 
sum of four shillings out of every such fourteen shillings or twelve 
shillings respectively, to be repaid within one calendar month after 
such ship or vessel shall be removed from the dock. ■

And there shall also be payable and paid to the said East-India 
Dock Company, or to their collectors, receivers, or agents, for their 
use, for all goods, wares, ■ and merclu^ndize, imported or brought 
from the East-Indies or China, which shall ■ be landed, unshipped, 
or discharged from on board of any ship or vessel entering into and 
using any of the said intended dock’s or basons, by the East-India 
Company, or by any other owner or owners, consignee or consignees 
of such goods, wares, ■ and merchandize respectively (over- and above 
and besides the rates heredn-before grafted and specified) the rate 
following (that is to say)— ' :

. For all goods, wares, and merchandize imported or brought from 
the East Indies or China, or coming from the East‘Indies or China, 
and unloaded in the said docks, the rate or sum of two shillings per 
ton (such ton to be estimated and calculated on all goods, wares, 
and merchandize whatever, according to the usual and accustomed 
mode of estimating and calculating tons of goods, wares, and mer
chandize by the East-India Company), which ' rate ■ or sura shall be 
paid in respect of all such goods, wares, and merchandize so im
ported or brought by or for the said East-India Company, within 
three months after the ship or vessel containing such goods, wares, 
or. merchandize shall be cletyed'; ■and in respect of all such goods, 
wares, and merchandize so imported or brought by ■ or for any other 
person ■ or persons, such rate or sum of money shall be deducted 
out of the produce of such goods, wares, and merchandize, at the 
sales thereof, by the receiver of the East-India Compa:ny, and shall 
by him be paid over to the collector or receiver for the said East- 
India Company as soon after such sales as the 'account of such 
priviieged or private trade of such goods, wares, and merchandize 
can be made up. •

Which several rates or sums of money shall be accepted and taken 
for and in 'satisfaction of the use and convenience of the said docks, 
and all charges and expenses of the navigating, mooring, unmoor
ing, removing, and management of such ship or vessel, from her 
arrival at' the entrance into ' the said docks until such ship or vessel 
shall be unloaded and ’ removed from the said docks, and also the 
unloading or unshipping of her cargo and stores within the said 
docks, and also for ■the loading of her cargo and stores ' within the 
said docks, together with the ■use of the light dock for any space of 
time, not ■ exceeding six ■calendar months from the time of unloading 
such ship or vessel, in- case there shall be suffii;ient and convenient 

y 3 space

IyAAVS.
1803.

43 Geo. 3, 
c. ' 126, 
§ 91.

    
 



326 EAST-INDIA DOCK COMPANY.

LAWS.

imi.
43 Geo. .3, 

c. 12(i, 
§9I.

1806,
46 Geo. 3, 

c. 113, 
§ 25.

§ 36.

■ Space for the reception of such ship or vessel in such light dock 
during such six calendar mon^l^^; and all such rates shall bf; and are 
hereby vested in the said East-India Dock Company, and their suc
cessors, executors, administrators, and assigns (holding for the time 
being shares of the ■ aforesaid capital stock), as their own proper .mo
nies, for the several purposes herein mentii^i^i^d; and such several 
rates shall be paid to the officer or oflS^ers, or person or persons, 
appointed to collect and receive the same as aforesaid.

Caravans to be provided bty the East-India CoT^Tpanij.
(5) And, for the purpose of preventing frauds being committed 

on the revenue in the conveyance of goods, wares, and' merchandize 
from the said docks, wharfs, quays, and other works, be it further 
enacted, that the said East-India Company shall, and they are hereby 
required to prov'ide and maintain such and so many covered carts, 
Migigons,' or caravans, as- to them shall seem necessary, for the pur
pose of safely conveying all goods, wares, and merchandize, from 
such docks, wharfs, quays, and other works, to the wariehouse or 
wardiouses of the said East-India Comj^i^t^jr; and all such covered 
carts, waggons, and caravans, shall be provided with such locks and 
keys, and shall be fitted up and secured in such manner as shall be 
approved by the commissioners of his Majesty's customs for the - time 
being, or three or more of them.

Rate^ for Wharfage and Loading the Caravans.
(G) And be it further enacted, that in consideration of the costs, 

charges, and expenses of making and maintaining such wharfs and 
quays, and of employing labourers and workmen for the loading or 
placing of goods, wares, and merchandize, in the carts, waggons, or 
caravans- herein-mentioned, it shall ant^may be lawful to and for the 
East-India Dock Company to demand and take, or cause to be de
manded and taken, to and for their own use - and benefit, of and from 
ihe East-India Company, or other owner or owners, consignee or con
signees, of such goods, wares, and merchandize respectively (over 
and above and besides the rates granted and specified in the said re
cited act, made in the forty-third year of the reign of his present 
Majesty), for .the wharfage of such goods, wares, and merchandize, 
and for loading or placing the same in the carts, waggons, or caravans 
as aforesaid, the rate or sum of two shillings for every ton of such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, such ton to be computed in the 
manner set forth in the said recited act, made in the forty-third year 
of the reign his present Majesty : and that it shall be lawful for the 
said East-India Company, or their Court of Directors, upon suffi^i^nt 
cause being shewn to them, from time to time to increase the said last- 
mentioned rate in such proportions, not exceeding in thti" whole one 
shilling for every ton of such goods, wares, and merchandize, in ad
dition to the said . rate or sum of - two shillings for every ton of such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, as to them shall appear just and 
reaso^i^l^llj: provided always, that nothing herein contained, shall au

thorize
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thorize the said East-India Dock Company to make any charge, or 
receive any compensation for ' the labour of landing such goods, Wii^iss, 
and merchandize, of the said 'East-Jndia Company, or those to be de
livered into their war^lu^r^s^tei; but such work shall be considered as 
compensated for by the tonnage rate or duty granted by • the said last- 
mentioned act.

Easul^ndia
Dock Company 
to receive such 
rates for convey
ing of go^ds, &c. 
M shall be agreed 
Ml .

LAWS.

1806.
46 Geo. 3, 

C113, 
.§3^6.

§37.(7) And be it further enacted, that in C^i^i^ii^eration 
of the costs, charges, and expenses of making and 
maintaining such wharfs and quays, and of employing 
labourers and workmen, and for carrying and convey- ■ 
ing sycli goods, wares, merchandize, stores, article's, 
matters, and things, to or from the said docks, basons,

and other works, it shall and may be •lawful to and for the said East- 
India Dock Company to demand and take, or cause to be demanded 
and taken, to and for their own use and benefit, such rate or rates, or 
sum>or sums of money, for the wharfage, and for carrying • or con
veying such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, or other matters or 
things, or any of them, to or from the said docks and basons, or for 
any other service as shall be required by the • East-India Company, or 
the owners of the East-India Shipping, for the accommodation or 
convenience of the said shipping, as shall be mutually agreed upon 
between the said Company of Proprietors, or their directors, and the 
proprietor or proprietors of Such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, 
or other articles, matters, or things, or the said East-India Company, 
or the owners of the East-India Shipping. •

' Rates to be paid before Goods delivered.
(8) Ain^, foi- mt^i^e elff^<^<^^^^^llly sc^curii^gr to tlrn

India Doclc Company the rates and duties granted and 
made payable to them by two several acts, one passed 
in the forty-third year of his present Majesty, intituled 
“ Au Act for the further Improvement of the Port of 
« London, by making Docks and ,• other Works at 
„ Blackwall, for ^he Accommodation of the East- 
“ India Shipping in ■'tlie said Port; ” and the other,

Rates granted 
to the East-India 
Dock Compa»y, 
by 4! Geo. !, 
£rtid 4(5 iTer. 3i 

"to be jiaid before 
goods are deli- 
ver^d Ko iIs own
ers or consigndss.

'assfjd iii the'forty-sixth year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
intiluldd “ An Act for altering and enlarging the powers of an Act • 
“ made in the forty-third year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
“ for the further Improvement of the Port of I.r:»)K^on, by making 
“ Docks and olhdr Works at BlackWill, for the Accommodation of 
“ the East-India Shipping in the said Port::” be it further enacted 
that all the ralds and duties by tlie said acts granted and made pay
able to the East-India Dock Company, for or in respect of any goods, 
wares, or mdrchandizd, shall be fully adjusldd, sdltled, and paid to the 
said East-India Dock Company, or their colldclors or rdcdivdrs, before 

■uch goods, wares, or merchandize, shall be ddlivdrdd to the owner 
or owners, or consignee or consignees thereof.

Y 4 y

18!.’!.
53 Geo, .3, 

c. 15*5, 
§ 28.
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c. .^35, 
§ ?;>.

Dock Comip^i^^y 
before unload-' 
ing, they may be • 
sent Jo E^ast- 
Indi^C^mpany’s 
wart^liouses to be 
sold, and the rates 
sha11 be deducted - 

chase-money.

1814.
54 Geo. 3, 

C. 228, 
§9-

1806,
46 Geo. S, 

c. 11.“?, 
§28,

3^^

If .Cli»)(rs-.-tiu, ie ■ to ■ Eastr^^diia.-,tQompany'e JVare-
■c P f'.,io’,-v ;,t! u* c .‘i,'hsiwss; to.ie soW. ■ ‘-iii'T*-- 1 ,,<>
j?) t^rovi?^^ ; always,be.it.j^^rtOer enact^d,-tOat ;.If ratesjon go^ids 

in- -qise any goods,. wares, or mercOandize, sOall be ■ 
cleared - or .discOarged from any sOip or vessel before 
tOe,, rates and -duties. payable to .^Oe said f^s^s^t^^I^ndia 
Dock -Company - in respect, of tOe -same sOall Oave been 
fully discOarged, tOen it sOall- be -lawful for tOe said 
East-India Dock Company to cause sucO- goods, wares, 
or - mercOandize, to be sent to and deposited -in - we 
warekouses of tOe said - United Company, and to be sold -from the pur- 
under -tOe order and autOority of - tOe Court of Direc
tors of tOe. said Company, on tOe acco.unt of tOe proper owners 
tOen^<^<f; - and tOe rates and duties payable- to tOe said -East-India Dock 
Company in respect of tOe same, and tOe - reasonable expenses of send
ing and depositing - tOe same as aforesaid, sOall be deducted and paid 
to, -tOe -said East-India Dock Company, tOeir receivers or collectors, 
in sucO manner - as is directed by tOe said act of tOe forty-tOird year 
of- Ois present. -Majesty, witO respect to tOe rates or duties tOereby 
made p^^abbli;. any tOing Oereinbefore contained to tOe contrary 
tOereo^ in piywise, notwitOstanding. . ■

Dock Comjpaniy, maiy buC^d Warehouses, Sfc-
(10) And be it furtOer enacted, tOat it sOall be -lawful for, tOe said 

directors, from time to- time, by tOemselves, tOeir deputies, -agents, 
servants, and workmen to build and erect, or cause to be built and 
erected, sucO and so many wareOouses, wOarfs, quays, cranes, sOeds, 
and -engines, as - tOey sOall tOink necessary and proper, .along tOe 
banks of or adjoining, or near tOe several docks and basons made and 
to, be. - made by virtue of tOe said recited acts, and in tOis - act, con
venient and sufS^i^nt for tOe trade and business of tOe said docks, for - 
botO Oomeward and outward bound sOips, and for tOe landing -and dis- 
cOarging, lading, - and sOipping of any goods, wares, or mercOandize, 
tOat sOall or may at any time or times be legally landed or- .sOipped, 
at,tOe-said docks. - . ... :
,^..5) - -Tea and. other Goods.- \

Ill'y/Providiec also, and be iteenacted, tOat it sOall 
bp - lawful -■ to and for - tOe -said East-India Company- to 
lend or - cause - to be landed any cOest or cOests of tea, 
or otOer goods, wares, or- mercOandize, subject or liable 
tip be weigOed, for tOe purpose ot^ ascertaining- tOe duty 
or duties to be - paid tOereon, being tOe property of or __
llelonging e® tOe East-India Company, or belonginjg , being- pre-
to ..or. - tOe -.property of any individual or individuals, 
cc^ir^n^c^-nl^y called or known by tOe' name of “ - Privileged .
and,,^r^yiate Trade,” or of any other description wOatsoever, from any 
ship . rnr sOips, vessel or vessels, witOin (Oe said docks and basons, 
upon tOe said -wOarfs and ' quays, or . any of 'tOem, and to convey tOe 
game -in sucO covered carl ,qr carts, waggon or waggons, caravan or ■> 

' ' caravans,

Tea and other 
goods. ;may be; 
VmSdd ynd epn- 
veyed by the ca
ravans to, the 
warehouses' of 
the 'Efet-India 
Company wi^b^ 
viously WtrjgOl-'    
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camvans, and to deposit such chest or ches^'of tea,- and 'other goods, ' 
war^s, and merchandize, so subjiect and' liable to be weighed - as 
aforesaid, in the' warehouse or' warehouses of the East-India Com
pany, without such chest or chests of tea, or other such goods, wares,' 
or merchandize respectively, being weighed or liable to -be weighed 
by any offcer of his' Majesty’s customs or excise on the larn^itn^' 
tht^i^^c^f; provided always, that the proper ofJ^cer or officers of the said' 
East-India Company shall, and he and they is and are hereby required 
to weigh or cause to be weighed every such chest or chests -tea, and' 
all ' such goods, wares, and - merchandize, - as soon as possible aflpr the 
same respectively shall be brought into such warehouse or warehouses, 
in the presence - of' the ofl^iJer or officers of his Majesty’s customs or' 

' excise then - on duty at such warehouse or warehouses respectiviely.
As to Landing, Entering, Bonding, aml^ Sale Goods.'

For securing (1^) -^nd whereas many valuable goods -and arti-

LAWS.
1806.

46 Geo. 3, 
c. 113, 
§2^8.

For securing (1^) ^nd whereas many valuable goods .and arti- 1814.
small packages cles are imported from the East-Indies and China ^228^’

£^«^st~3^ndla in . oimoll packages and pa^/^jelo and to prevent • the - low' §ShipS,^a'St'I^"dla in ' small packages and pa^r^i^I^^, and- to prevent 'the - loss' 
of the sam^; be it further enacted, that ever^ com

mander a ship or vessel in the employ of the said United Company, ‘ 
or engaged in private trade, shall, within ‘ten days next after he shall 
leave his last consigned port in the East-Indies or China, in the pre
sence of two or more ' o^ the offiiiers of - such ship or vessel, collect all 
such small packages and parcels, and cause the same - to be - put into 
a ca^e or cases respectively containing - not less than six cubical feet^, 
and cause the contents of every such case to be marked on the outside 
thereof, - and that a - register of every such transaction shall be entered 
in the log-book, and a copy t^er^e^lf annexed to the manifest delivered 
at the Cus^tim^Hou^i^; and that every case containing such small 
packages and parcels shall be sent to the East-India Company’s ware
houses in the order and condition hereinbefore descrii^i^d; and every 
commander neglecting to put any small package or parcel into such 
case as aforesaid, shall, for ever^ such offence, forfeit and pay a- sum 
not exceeding one - hundred pounds.

For entering 
and bonding 
goods by the 
East-l^^dia Com
pany. ■

be duly entered at the Custom-^House in Eondon, and also at such 
other office of his Majesty’s revenue as shall be required by law, within 
seven days next after the ship or vessel importing the said goods, wares, 
or - merchan(^i;ze shall have entered the said - inner dock, then and in 
ever^ -such case the directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the East-Indies, or some officer or of^cers 
appointed by them for that purpose, shall, and they are hereby required, 
on the next ensuing day (not being a Sunday, ChristmaS-day, or Good 
Friday, or a day appointed by his Majesty’s proclamation for the pur

* pose of a general fast or thanksgiving) to cause such goods, wares, 
or

(13) And be it further enacted, that in case any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, the produce of any place 
or places within the limits of the East-India Company’s 
charter, shall be brought into any of the said docks or 
basons, on board of any ship or vessel, and shall not

$ 14.
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1814.
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c. 2^8, 
§ 15.
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Goods bonded, 
and prohibited 
goods when 
landed, to be 
sent to the East

warehouses. — 
Application of 
the proceeds of 
goods sold at the 
E^^Tndia Com
pany's sales.

§ 16.

or merchandize to be duly entered at the . Custom-House, or otlier 
proper revenue officei"- and thereupon to give security according to law 
fbr the payment of the duties to which the same shall be subject.

(14) And be it further enacted, that all 'ships and 
vessels arriving in the said inner dock shall be cleared 
and discharged with all convenient speed, and all 
goods, wares, and merchandize imported in private 
tra^e, which shall be landed therefrom, and which shall 
be bonded by the said "United Company as aforesaid, or 
otherwise howsoever, and which are prohibited goods, 
shall, without loss of time (unless the contrary shall be 
ordered by the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s
treasury, or any three or more of them, as hereinafter mentioned), be 
sent to and deposited in the warehouses of the said United Company, 
Irho shall account to the said East-India Dock Company for the 
rates and duties payable to them ' in respect of the sa^^; and such 
goods, wares, and merchandize shall be sold, under the order, and 
authority of the Court of Directors of the said United • Company, on 
account of the proper owners thereof, and the duties of customs and 
excise, and the rates, charges, and expenses payable to the 'said East- 
India Dock Company, in respect of the same, shall be deducted and 
paid to the proper officers of his Majesty’s revenue, and to the said 
East-India Dock Company, their receivers or collectors, by the said 
United Cornj^i^t^jr; provided always, that the said United Company 
shall not be or be deemed liable to the payment of any freiijht for 
any such goods, wares, or merchandize, so deposited in their ware
houses, beyond the nett ■ proceeds of such goods, wares, and merchan
dize, on such sale as aforesaid, after retaining and defraying the ware
house rent, costs and charges of landing, sale and management, the 
dock dues and duties payable to hi^ Majesty in respect thereof; and 
the master and owner or owners of any vessel from which any such 
-goods, wares, or merchandize shall have been landed, shall have the 
same lien , upon such nett proceeds of such goods, wares, and merchan
dize, for the freight thereof, .as they shall have been entitled to upon 
the same goods, wares, and merchandize, before the landing thereof, 
or if he- or they shall give notice in writing of his or their claim or 
lien before such nett proceeds shall have been paid over to the .con
signees 'or owners of such goods, wares, or merchandize.

(15) And be it -further enacted, that the said United IndiaCom-
Company shall, and they are ' hereby required, at their soo™as
own proper costs and charges, to provide proper and landed, 
sufficient caravans or carriajges, lighters or craft, with,
sufficient servants or workmen ready to rem^^^^ or' carry away any 
goods, wares, and merchandize, to be deposi'ted in their warehouses 
when and as soon as the same shall be landed in the discharge of any 
s^hip or vessel in the said inner -dock, and to cause all such goods, 
wares, and merchandize to be forthwith removed and cwr-ied away . 
■accordingly.
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ECC^LESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT,

By the charter of King Wi^l^Ii^am, granted in 1698, the 
Company are required to maintain ministers in India; and 
it is likewise provided, that no such minister shall be sent 
out until he shall have been approved of by the Ai^c^li? 
bishop of Canterbury, or the Bishop of London, ' for the time 
being. It is under this restriction that the Court of D^i^rectors 
have, from time to time, nominated chaplains to their several 
presidencies of Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Prince of Wailts^’ 
Island, St. Helena, and to their factory in China. At that 
period it was required that all ministers sent to reside in India 
should learn within one year of their arrival the Portuguese 
language, and should apply themselves to learn the native 
language of the country where they might reside, the better 
to enable them to instruct the Gentoos, servants of the Com
pany, in the Protestant religion.

As the period approached when the renewal of the Com
pany's exclusive privileges came under the consideration of 
Parliament in 1813, petitions from various parts of the kingdom 
were presented to the Legislature, praying that provision 
might be made for the resort to India of missionaries, and 
other persons, who might be desirous of proceeding to that 
country, foj* the purpose of introducing amongst the natives 
useful knowledge and religious and moral impriQVi^i^i^r^tt

Amongst the resolutions submitted by 'Lord Cast^Iereagh to 
the House of Commons, in 1813, there was one declaring it to 
be expedient diat the church establishment, in the British terri
tories in the East-Indies, should be placed under the superin
tendance of a bishop and three arc^dea^^i^is; and that adequate 

'' provision
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provision ■ should be made from the territorial revenues of 
India for their . maintenance. It was at the same time 
remarked, that provision ought to be made for the main
tenance of some members of the ■ Scotch church. On an 
assurance that every disposition would be shewn by the East- 
India Company 'to support the Scotch church in India, the 
proposed resolution was agreed to. The 49th and four fol
lowing sections of the 53d Geo. • Ill, cap. 155, were accordingly 
passed, , providing ■ that should . his Majesty be pleased, by his 
letters-patefit under the great seal, to erect, found, and consti
tute one bishoprick for the whole of the British territories in the 
East-Indies, and three archdeaconries, certain salaries should be 
paid out of the revenues .at a .specified 'rate of exchange, to 
commence from the time ■ the parties respectively take upon 
them their several offices.

The ■ letters-patent were accordingly issued on the 2d May 
1814, ■ by which the- British territoriies- in India were consti
tuted and ordained to be a Bishop’s See, to be called the 
Bishoprick • of Calcut^-a; and to be subject and subordinate 
to the Archiepiscopal See of - Canterbury, in the same manner 
as - any- bishop of any ■ see within the province of Canterbury, 
except in the matter of -appeals from judgments, decrees, 
and sentences pronounced by the Bishop of Calcutta. The 
bishop has full ■ power to confer the orders of deacon and 
priest, . and to perform all the other functions peculiar to a 
bishop, and ■ by hipiselfi or by, his commissary or commissaries 
to exercise jurisdiction, spiritual and . ecclesiastical, in and 
throughout the see and- diocese, accort^ii^jg' to the ecclesias
tical laws of England; and to grant licence to officiate to all 
ministers and chaplains of all the churches or chapels, or 
other places within the diocese wherein divine service may 
be performed, and to visit such ministers with all manner of 
jurisdiction, power, - and coercion ecclesiesticel, that may be 
requisite. And for aiding the bishop an archdeaconry is 
established at the three presidencies of Fort Wil^Iiam, Fort 
St. George, and Bombay, subject and subordinate to the • 
Bishop's see. The archdeacon is appointed the commissary 
of the bishop within each erchdeaconry. After the death of 
either of the said archdeacons, the bishop is -invested with power 

to
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to collate to the office of archdeacon, in all times to come, any 
priest, being one of the Company’s chaplains resident in 
India; In the event of the death of the bishop, tlie functi^onis, 
of the see are to be exercised, as far 'as by law they may be, 
by the Archdeacon of Ca^cut^l^a; or in the case of a vacancy of 
the said archdeaconry, then by the Archdeacon of Madi^sw, 
or the Archdeacon of Bombay, or by two clergymen of the ' 
churcl) of England, ■ resident within the ' diocese, as may ' be 
directed by the governor-general in council. During a va
cancy of either of the archdeacons, and till the bishop shall 
collate a successor, the duties are to be performed by one . 
of the chaplains of the presid^nc^^; and if no chaplain be 
there, then by a discreet minister in priest’s orders of the 
church of England, to be nominated by the governor in 
council of the presidency. The Court of Directors^ their 
respective governments, and others, are to aid and, assist, the 
bishop and archdeacons in the execution of these premises. 
The bishop is to appoint a registrar at each presidency. All mat-i 
ters are to be judicially examined and proceeded in before 
the bishop, or his commissary or commissaries. The judges of 
the Supreme Court at .Calcutta^ and the members of council 
there, are constituted the King’s commissioners delegate, to 
hear appeals, any three of whom, one being a judge of the ■ 
Supreme Court, have power finally to decide and determine 
such appeals in as ample manner and form as the commis
sioners appointed under the great seal, by virtue of the statute 
of the twenty-fifth of Henry' : one ■ of the judges coiir 
curving in the decision on any . appeal. , • •

If any archdeacon or chaplain be deprived of his office,' or 
be suspended therefrom, or subjected to ecclesiastical . punish
ment, or censure, a copy of the. sentence promulgated is to. -be 
transmitted by the bishop,. or his commissaries, to the ■ Govern
ment, The supreme courts at Calcutta, Madras, and; Bom
bay, haye the power of interference by writ of - prohibition .or 
mandamus. , :. . ; '

. The provisions of the several charters .whereby, ecclesiai-i 
tical jurisdiction is given to the said .<Courts of Judicature 
and Recorder’s ' Court respectively, so, far as the .same does 
not appertain to the correction of clerks or the spiritual su

perintendance
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perintendance of ecclesiastical persons, are not repealed, varied, 
or altered. The bishop and archdeacons are, respectively, bo
dies corporate, and empowered to hold lands, and the bishop is 
to have a corporate seal. The powers o:f the several governments 
as to the residence of persons in India, are not in any way 
abridg-ed or limited by the letters-pafent. The power of recal- 
ing the bishop is vested in the King. The resignation of the 
bishop is to be by instrument 'under his hand and seal, deli
vered to the King's commissioner delegate, and to be by him 
accepted and regis^i^:^«^d; the resignation of the archdeacons and 
their successors, by a like instrument, delivered to the Bishop 
of Calcutta, for the time being. The biond expenses of
the bishop's visitation to the several • prei^i^idencies in his diocese 
are borne by the Company. Although the bishop has power 
to grant license to ministers to ofB^i^^ate, it does not appear 
that his Lordship has power to appoint, at his discretion, the 
Company's chaplains to particular stations in his diocese
in 18£1, ' a corresjjondence took place between the Supreme 
Government and the Govei’nment of Madi'as, at the instance 
of the Bishop of Calcutta, as ' to the establishment • of a Con
sistorial Court at the latter presidency, and also at Bombay. 
The legal opinions obtained in Bengal were in support of 
such right; for although the term consistory courts does not 
occur in the letters-patent, a jurisdiction is given to ' the bishop 
and hifs, commissaries to ' act in such a manner as constitutes 
them judges with very great powers, which cannot be exer
cised except in a cou^r;; and the Consistory Court is defined 
to be the court, Christian or Spiritual Court, which every 
bishop has, and which is held before his chancellor or his 
commissary, for all ecclesiastical causes within his diocese. 
The - authorities referred to in this country entirely concurred 
in the opinions given at Calcutta. The jurisdiction, although 
limited in its nature, must be exercised judicially in all grave 
matters of corn^t^t^tt^n; the consequences to individuals may be 
of the most serious nature, as the power of the bishop or his 
commissary extends to depr^iv^t^ti^n; and the proceedings must 
consequently- be had in curia, and not in cam^era.

The Reverend Dr. Middleton was the first bishop nominated 
. in
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in . the letters-patent. ■ His Lordship proceeded' to India in 
1814, and died on the 8th July 1822.

His successor, the Reverend Di’. Heber, was ■ ■ appointed on 
the 14th May 1823, and proceeded to Calcutta in that year.

The archdeacons nominated by the letters-patent were
The Reverend Henry Lloyd Loring, Ca^c^l^t^ti;
The Reverend John Mousley, ........^Maac^ns;

' The Reverend John Barnes,............. Bombay.
Mr. Loring died in September 1822, and was succeeded by 

the -present archdeacon, the Reverend Dr. Corrie, in De
cember 1823.

Mr. Mousley died in August 1819, and was succeeded by the 
present archdeacon, the Reverend R. Vaughan.

The Reverend J. Barnes retained the office; of Archdeacon 
of Bombay in 1825, but there is reason to believe that Mr.- 
Barnes is on his way to Europe.

The salary, o^ the bishop is fixed at £5,000 per annum.
The salaries the archdeacons £^2,000 per annum each. 

The salaries commence from takiing ofSice. The bishop and 
archdeacons are respectively entitled to passage-money and 
pensions.—(Vi^de Salaries, Parage-Money, Pension, Cc.)

The respective chaplains at the several presidencies are ap
pointed by the Court of Directoj^ii; they are aividea into two 
classes, viz. senior and Jun^i^i*: each chaplain, after eighteen 
years’ service in India (ten o^ which ^t a military station), in
cluding three years for one furlough, is allowed to retire with 
the pay of major.

After eighteen years’ service in China, including three years’ 
furlough, £^200 per annum.

After ten years’ service in India, and ill-health not permitting 
a continuance in the service, the half-pay of maj(^;r; after seven 
years’, the half-pay o^ captain.

1t has already been observed, that the attention of the Com
pany would be given to t^e appointment of Scotch chaplains, 
the Court of- Directors have accordingly nominated two clergy
men of the Church of Scotland to each the presidencies of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay.

Doubts having arisen as to the validity of marriages so
lemnized within tile British territories in India by ordained 

ministers
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.. ■ -■ ■ . 
ministers ■ of* .the Church of <^c^ttl^Iui,ra.s by law est^lilii^li-; 
ed, an act wa^ passed lin June 1818, eecl'l^^l^ring that all 
mar^rio^i^^* solemnizee nn Ineia‘i before the. 31st D^t^^mber of 
that year by sUtih minii^i^l^ri;,» should be of ‘the same force as if 
solemnized by clerr^^men of tbe Church of Engl^^d; and after 
that period, if solemnized by members of the' Church of Scot
land, appointed chaplains by the East-India Company, the 
parties to sign a declaration that they, or he, or she, as the 
case may be, are, or is members or member of the Scotch 
Church. The minister is to certify the marriage, and to de
liver a duplicate of the certificate to the party, and transmit 
another to the secretary at the presidency. "

LAWS.

1608.
Cb.Wm.3

1813.
S3 Geo. 3, 

c. 1.5^, 
5 49.

If a bisliop and 
three archdea
cons shall be es
tablished in In-' 
di^i by his Ma
jesty’s royal let- 
tei-s-patenm their 
salaries to be paid 
by the Company.

LAWS.
' Appro'oal O Ch(^]p,a^^ts bp Archbishop of Canic'rbw^y, or Bi^shop f 

London.
(1) And moreover no minister shall be sent -by the Company to the 

East-Indies, or other the parts within the limits-aforesaid, until he 
shall have been first approved of by the Archbishop of Canterb^vry, or 
the Bishop of London, for the time being, all which said ministers so 
to be sent, shall be entertained from time to time with all due respect.

Bishoprick in India.
(2) And whereas no sufficient provision - hath hither

to been made for the maintenance and support of a 
cliurch - establishment m the British territories in the 
East-Indies and other parts within the limits of the 
said Company's Charter, be it therefore enacted, that 
in case it shall please his Majesty, by his royal let
ters-patent under the great seal of the said United
Kingdom, to erect, found, and constitute, one bishoprick for the 
whole of the sa^d British territories in the East-Indies, and parts 
afort^^t^itl; one archdeaconry for the presidency of Fort-William, in ■ 
Ben^^i^l; one archdeaconry for the presidien^y of Fort St. George on 
the coast of Cort^i^t^t^el; and one archdeaconry for tlie presidency 
and island of Bombay, on the coast of Ma^abi^r; and from time to 
time to nominate and appoint a bishop and archdeacons to such 
bishoprick and archdeaconries ; the Court Directors of
the said Company, durinjr such time as the said territorial acquisitions 
shall remain in the possession ol the said Company, shall, and they 
are hereby requiied to direct .and cause to be paid, certain esiablishee 
salaries to such bishop and archdeacons ^^^i^^l^tii^(^llr; that is to say, 
from and out of the revenue.s of the said presidency of Fort-William, 
in Bengal, to the said bishop, five thousand pounds by the year, at

an
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and to each of the archdeacons two thousand pounds by thqyear.—CFitfZe A..WW^S!. •
ries, p. 610.)

Btlhop to have 
no jul^I’l^dtt•tion or 
functions exc^^pt 
sucii as may be 
limited by let;tcss* 
patent.
under the great seal qf the Unit^ei^KtI^n^^om.
His Majesty may - •

grant to tlie bishop, 
by letters-patent, 
sucli ecclesiastica- , 
jur^ildiction as lie 
may think nec^* 
sary.

(3) Be it enacted, that such bishop shall not'have or use 
any juris^diction, or' exei^<^i.s^ any cijiscopal functions what., 
soever, either in the. Blast-Indies or- elsewhere, but only 
such jurisdiction and functions as shall or may from time to 
tirpe be limited to him by his JSaJesty', by letters-patent,

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§4H.
§ 51.

(4)> Be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his 
^jajeel:y, fjoin time to time, if he shall think fit, by his letters
patent under the great seal of the said United Kingdom, to 
graht to such bishop so to be nominated and appointed as 
afore^id, such ecclesiastical jur^isdiction, and the exercise of 
such episcopal functionsI within the East-Indies and p^ts 

aforesaid, as his Majesty .sl^till think necessary for the administering holy cere
monies, and for the ^^pi^^-intendance and go^ goviernme^t of t^ie .ministers of 
the Church Establis^^ne^^ ^^thin the East-Indies and parts any law,
charter, or other master x^ir thing to the contrary notwithstanding.
Warrant for let- 

ters-iiatent to be 
countersigned by 
t- ___
Board.
the bill in every such case shall be countersigned by the President of the Board 
o^ Commissioners for the Af^aiirl of India.

Residence awl Expense Of Bisliojps Viisi1,aiion.
(6) Be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Company,

and they are hereby required to provide a luItable house at Cal^^itta for the 
residence of the said Bishop, and that the expense of the visitations to be made 
by the said bishop from time to time shall be defrayed by the said Company, 
out of the revenues of the British territories in India; provided always, tliat 
no greater sum on account of providine such house or of such v^ili!:ations be 
at any time issued, than shall from time to time be defined and settled by the 
Court of Directors of the said Company, with the approbation of the Commis
sioners for the Affairs of India, any law or statute to the co^^ra^'y notwith
standing. •

(7) And whereas doubts have a^'isen wh^t:her the Bishop of Calcutta, in 
conferring holy orders, is subject to the several provisions and Mr^lti^tii^ns 
e-stablished by the laws of this realm, or canons ccclesiasttcalI as to the titles 
of the persons to be ordainedI and as to the oaths and subscriptions to b^ by 
such persons taken and mac^is; be it further declared and enacted, that it shall 
and may be lawful for the Bishop of Calcutta for the time being to admit into 
the holy ordern of deacon and priest, relpecttvely, any person whom he shall, 
upon examination, deem duly qualified, specially for the purpose of taking upon 
himsel;^’ the cure of souls, or ofRt^ii^ttng in any spiritual capacity within the limits 
of the said diocese of Calcutta, and residtne therein; and that a declaration 
of such purpose, and a written engag^m^i^^ to perform the same, under the 
hand of such person, being deposited in the hands of such bishop, shal^ be held 
to be a suffi^ii^i^^ title wilth a view to such ordin^^^i^n; and tliat in every such 
case it shall be distinctly stated, in the letters of ordination of every person so

admitted

(5) it enacted, that when and as often a.s it shall please 
his jdiijeJ^^y to hsisue any letters-patent respecting any such 

tlie Preshdentoifthe hishoprick or archdeaconry as aforesaid, or for the nomina
tion or appointment of any person thereto, the warrant for

§52.

5 53.

1824-5.
5 & 6 Geo. 4,

C.11.
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XAW& * admitted to holy orders, that he has been ordained for the cure of souls within 
-----  the li^^^its of the said diocese of Calcutta, onl^; and that unless such person 

I824-5. shall be a British subject, of or belonging to the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, he shall not be required to take and make the oaths and 
subscriptions which persons ordained in England are required to take and 
maJ^e; provided always, that nothing herein contained shall he construed to 
repeal or affect the provisions of an act passed in the ^itt^^-^tihird year of the 
reign of his late Majesty King George thb Third, op any letters-patent issued 
by his late Majesty, or by his present Majesty, their heirs and successors, in 
virtue of the said act, or of their lawful prerogative.

ELECTION OF DIREGTOES.

Previously to the year 1773 the twenty-four directors were 
elected every year. It was considered that this mode of electing 
and choosing directors had not answered the good purposes 
intended by such measure, hut that, on the contrary, by limiting 
the duration of their office to so short a time, the authority of 
the Court of Directors was w(^£^l«^ned, and instability produced 
in the councils and measures of the Company. The act of 
13 Geo. HI, cap. 63, was accordingly passed, which provides 
that, instead of twenty-four directors being chosen at the then 
ensuing election for one year, six should be chosen for four 
years, six for three, six for . two, and six for one year; after 
which, at every annual election during the continuance of the 
charter, six new directors are to be chosen, and to continue to be 
directors for the term of four years and no long^:r; which period 
was to be accounted from the 'day in which tlie election of such 
directors was respectively ma^e; and in case the oflhie and 
authority of any such director becomes void- by death, removal, 
or otherwise, another is to be clvosen from time to time in his 
place, to serve as a director during the remainder of such term 
for which the person wlnose of^ce shall have become void was 

’ chosen and no longer. As the day of election, in the year 1777, 
would have fallen on Sunday, the 17th Geo. Ill, cap. 8, was 
passed, under which act the general election of six directors, 
for four years, is to be made on the second We^dnesday in the 
month of April in each year, instead of the same being made on 
the exact day of the expiration of the term of four years.

The by-laws ordain tliat previous to every annual election, 
seven months' notice thereof shall be given, and two printed 
lists of the names of the members who appear qualified to vote 

sha^l

    
 



ELECTION OE DIRECTORS. ‘ 339"'
shall be ready to be delivered 'tlie first, at least, five months.,” 
and the second fourteen days .before the day of electii^n; a list . 
is likewise to be published thirty days before the annual elec-' 
tion of dire(^^<^i^^i contaiini^nr' the- names of such proprietors ' 
qualified a;greeably to law, Os shall signilf^" in writing to the 
secretary their desire of becor^ung candidates for the direction, ' 
thirty-two days before such annual election. No list given at 
such ballot is to contain more than six names of persons, duly 
qualified to be directors. .

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the place of a director, 
another is to be chosen in'his room within a period not exceed
ing forty days after the declaration of the vacancy, ten days 
notice being given of the day of election. . It has already been 
noticed, under the head Court of D^i^r^ec^t^ors, that no person is 
qualified for a director. who does not possess two thousand 
pounds stock, and that every person who may be elected is to 
take the prescribed oath within . ten days after such election, 
or ■ his election is to become void.

LAWS.
' ” ■ ■ M^ec^ion l^o second Wednesday i^n,

tJeneral elec- (1) And whereas the day of election of directors in 
<trJ777*t'<»beon thousand seven hundred and seventy-
Wednesday, ' ' aeven, according to the said recited act, will happen
Aprili^; aiulall on 'Sunday, the thiriteenth day of April, one thousand 
future annual . , , ,
elections on the hundred and sev^i^t^^-^^^^^n; but it is highly im-
second' Wo^i^es- proper that such election should be made on a Sunday, - 
day m April- jg expedient that the like impropn^iety should be

LAWS.

1777.
17 Geo. 3, 
c. 8, § 1.

day m .April.

prevented in future; be it therefore enacted by the King's most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority the same, that, instead of the said 
general election of six directors the said United Company, in . the
said year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, for the term 
o^ four years, being made on Sunday, . the said thirteenth day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, the same elec
tion shall be made on Wednesday, the sixteenth day of the same 
month of Aprii; and in respect to all future annual elections of 
directors of the said United Company, instead of the same being 
made on the exact day of t^ie expiration of the term for which the 
former ■ directors were elected, in pursuance of the said recited act, ’ 
^^<;h future annual general elections of directors of the said United 

z 2 Company

    
 



340 ELECTION OF DIRECTORS.

laws/ Company shall be made on the second Wednesday ie 
---- April in every year. ' "

Six Di^r^e^ctors to be chosen a.nnuall,y.
(2) At every subsequent election, during the con

tinuance of the charter of the said United Company', 
six new directors shall be chosen, and shall continue to 
be directors for the term of four years, and no longer, 
to be accounted from the day on which the election

the month of

1773.
13 Geo. .3
c.63, § 1.

§2.

By 17 Geo. S, 
c.S, the annual 
election is fixed 
lo the second 
Wednesday in 
April,

of such diriectors was respectively and in case the OfiiSB and
authority of any such director shall become void by dead), removal 
or otherwise, another shall be chosen from time to time, in his place, 
to serve as a director during the remainder of su^h term , for which 
the person whose ofRice shall have become void was chosen, and no 
longer.
P^t^i^s^ons jho have held Office in India to be resident two Years in England.

(3) And it is hereby further enacted, that no person 
or persons whatsoever, employed in any civil or mili
tary station, office, or capacity whatsoever, m the East
Indies, or claiming or exercising any power, authority, 
or jurisdiction therein, shall be capable, of being ap
pointed or chosen into the office of director until such 
person or persons shall have returned to and been re- 
sid^i^tin England for the space of two yearjs; any law or usage to 
the contrary notwithstanding.

No person em
ployed in the 
Bast-Indies shall 
l^e cliosen a di
rector, until he 
shall have be^n 
resident in Gng> 
land for two 
yea”.

BY-LAWS. ■
Seven IMonths' Notice to be given of annual Election.

Item, it is (ordained, that previous to ’ every annual election on d- 
• rectors, at least seven months’public notice shall be given thereof; 
and two printed lists of the names of the members who appear quali
fied to vote shall be ready to be delivered, the first at least five montlis, 
and the second at least fourteen days before the day of election.

L^ist (f Candidates to be published thirty Days before Election.
That a list shall be published thirty days before the annual election 

of Directors, containing the names of such proprietors, qualifi^'ed 
' agreeable to law, as shall signify ifi writing, to the secretary; their 

desire of becoming candidates for the direction thirty-two days before 
such annual election. _

List oe the Ballo, not to contain more than six Names.
§ 7. That in all elections to be annually - made of six directors for four 

' years, in pursuance, of the act of Parliament of the lAdi year of his 
Majesty King George III, . cap. 63, each proprietor votiiig shal^ give 

in

By-Laws.
c. 7, § 5.

§ 6.

    
 



ELECTION OF DIRECTORS. 341
in a list, ’ containing not more than six names of persons duly quali
fied to be dir^i^t^i^i^^; and if any list shall contain the names of more 
than six persons duly qualified, every such list shall be totally 
rejected. •

No List to he after Glass finally sealed. -
That no list shall be received for any election after the glass is 

finally sealed up according to the time ' prefixed. '

On eqwdliiy of Votes yfor L^^i^i^ctors Lots to be drawn.
That ifi upon the scrutiny for directors, any two or more persons 

qualified shall have an equal number of votes, the election in such 
cases, shall be determined by drawing lots in the General Court _ in 
which such scrutiny shall be reported.

Mistakes in Names, Scrutineers to determine.
That if, on the scrutiny, two or more persons qualified for the 

same office have the same. C^iriistian and surnames, and are not dis
tinguished by their addil^itn^^; or if a wrong Cniistian name in any 
list is placed to a surname, when but one person of that surname is 
quali^^d; or literal mistakes are made in Ch^rlstian or sun^^i^^ss: in 
eveiry of the said cases, the majority of the scrutineers may deter
mine the person or persons so intendi^d; but in case of the scruti
neers being equally divided, the question shall be decided by drawing 
lots.

Votes obtained by indirect Mearns render incapable oj^ Office.
That if any ' member of this Company shall by menaces or pro

mises, collusive transfer or transfers of stock, by any' fee, present, 
reward, or ren^i^neriatiion, under the plea of defraying travelling 
expenses, or under any other plea or pretence whatsoever, ' directly 
or indirectly, obtain ' or endeavour to obtain, any vote for the election 
of himself, or any other, to be a director, and be declared guilty there
of at a General Court to be called for that purpose, such person shall ' 
be incapable thereafter of holding any off^iee, the qualification for which 
is subject to the regulation of the General Court, and if a direc
tor, be further liable to be removed from his office.

Bv 'Laws.
c. 7, § h.

5 2.

§3.

§ 4^

§1.

ic 3
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EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRAT^ORS IN
INDIA.

The administration to estates of persons dying in the 
East-Indies, is regulated by the acts of the 39th' and 40th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 79, and by the 55th Geo.' Ill, cap 84. An act 
was also passed in 1825, ■ • 6th Geo. IV, cap. 61, regulating 
the distribution of the effects of officers and soldiers dying in 
service, and the receipt of sums due to soldiers without taking 
out letters of admtntstratton.

LAWS.

1800.
39 and 40

Geo. 3,
c. 79, § 21,

, LAWS.
R^egistrar of Ecclesiastical Cou-Tt to apply JOr Letters Administrati^on.

(1) And whereas great inconveniencies have arisen From March i,
from the practice of granting letters of administration 
by the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 

y __ . , . ____  ,___ ___ _ 7 ’ within either of
any of the creditors of the deceased, do not apply for **’® pt«aidencte’, i . , or subordinate

territories, and no 
next of kin or 
creditor shall ap- 

. pef^ar^t^e reg’ister 
the ecclesias

tical court Uiall 
apply for letters 
of administra- 
tton, and shall 
collect the assets 
of the deceived, 
and bring-^hem 
into court, and 
account for them.

William aforesaid, in cases where the next of kin, or 

the same, to persons calling themselves friends of the 
decea^i^d; be it therefore further enacted, that, from 
and after the f^rst day of March, which will be in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one, 
whenever any British subject shall die intestate within 
either of the presidencies of t?(^rt William, Fort Saint 
George, or Bombay, or the territories subordinate 
to either of the said presidencies, or to become subor
dinate thereto, and on return of the citation to be 
issued from the proper ecclesiastical court, no next of 
kin or creditor shall appear and make out their claim 
to the administration of the effects of the intestate deceased, to the 
satisfaction of the said court, it shall and may be lawful for the register 
of such court respectively, and he is hereby required to apply for, 
and such court is hereby required and directed to grant such letters 
ad colligenda, or of administration, as to such court shall seem meet, 
by virtue whereo:f such register shall collect the assets of the deceased, 
and shall bring them for safe custody into such court, and account

• for

    
 



EXECUTORS ADA^3^:^:ISTRATORS, . &c. S4S

for them regularly, in like manner as he is now by law provided in 
cases where assets are vested in the hands of any officer of the court, 
under or by virtue of the equitable jurisdiction of any such court. .
When any next 

of kin or credi* 
tor, who shall 
have been absent, 
shall make out 
his claim, the 
ietters of admi- 
nis^^on to the 
register shall be 
^e^lled, and let
ters granted to 
the claimant.

hAWS.
I8i:0

39 and 40
Geo. .3, 

c. 79, § 22.
(2) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 

when any next of kin or creditor, who, at the time ' 
of the return of ■ the above citation, shall have been 
absent in Europe or elsewhere, shall make and establish 
ttieir claim to the administration of the assets such 
intestate, the letters ■ ad coUigenda, or of administration, 
granted by virtue of this act to the said register, shall 
be recalled, and administration in due form granted to 
such neitt of kin or creditor respectively.

Letters Administration to Att^^ies or Executors.
(S) And whereas by an act passed in ■ the thirty-ninth and fortieth 

year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for 
establishing further Regulations for the Government of ■ the British 
territories in India, and for the better Administration of Justice within 
the same,” it was enacted among other things, that whenever any 
British subj’ects should die intestate, within either of the presidencies 
of Fort-William, Fort St. George, or Bombay^* or the territories sub
ordinate or to become subordinate thereto, -and on return of the cita
tion to be issued from the proper Ecclesiastical Court, no next ■ of kin 
or creditor should appear and make, out their claim to the administra
tion of the effects of the intestate to the satisfaction of the said court, _ 
it should and might be' lawful for the registrar of such court, and he 
was thereby -required to apply for, and such court was thereby directed 

jto grant, letters ad coUigenda, or of administration, to such registrar, ■ 
. in manner as the said act ■ set for^ti: and whereas the said act doth 

not expressly provide for the cases of executors or administrators, or 
persons entitled to administration, as herein-after mentioned, not 
resident'withih the jurisdiction of such courts, wlio may have appointed 
attornies resident or being therein ; and it hath been doubted whether 

"the said courts, were not required under the said act, ■ to grant letters 
ad codligenda, or of administration, to their registrars, in preference to 

' attornies so appt^ii^l^t^d; and it is fit that such doubts be remt^'^i^d; 
be it therefore enacted , and declared, that when ' the executor or 
administrator lawfully appointed,- or the person ■ entitled to adminis- 

‘ tration as next of kin or residuary legatee with the will annexed, of 
a’iiy person deceased, whose .effects shall be subject to the jurisdic
tion of any of the . said courts in respect to the granting of administra- 

,.i;on, pot being resident within the jurisdiction of such court, shall 
have appointed or shall - hereafter appoint, either by power of attorney 
under seal, .or. by any- other suffcient authority, to - be shewn to the 
-satisfaction ^of the said court, any person or persons resident or being 
aWtith^^.s^.uch. jurisdiction to act for such executor or administrator, or 
person entitled to administration as aforesaid, in collecting . of adminis- 
, ■ z 4 tering

1815.
55 Geo. .1, 
c. 84, § 2.

    
 



344 EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS

LAWS.
1815.

55 Geo. 3,
c. 84,
5 2-

§4.

tering in any manner the effeets of the deceO^s^t^d^, the person or persons 
AO appointed shall be entitled to obtain letters ad colligenda,or of 
administration, either general or special, as the tenor of Such authority 
and the ■ nature of the case may require, preferabjly to the registrar of 
such court, and all other persons to whom such executor or adminis
trator, or persons entitled as aforesaid, would have had a j^i^t^ferttble 
claim, if personally resident within the jurisdiction of the said court.

Malting void Letters of Administration to Registra'r.
(4) And be it further enacted, that where any such letters ad colli-

genda, or of administration, shall have been granted to the registrar of 
such court, and application shall be afterwards made by any person 
or persons so appointed as aforesaid for the revocation thereof, in 
order to grant other letters to such person or persons, the letters so 
granted to such registrar shall be revoked, unless it shall appear to the 
said court that there has been unreasonable delay, either in the 
transmission of the authority under which such application is made, 
or in making such appliica^ii^n : provided always, that when any letters 
ad colligenda, or of administration, shall have been actually granted to 
the registrar of any. such court by virtue of the act herein-before 
recited, and shall be revoked on the application of such attorney or 
attornies as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such court, if they shall 
think fit, to direct that the whole or part of any commission, in respect 
to the administration of assets which may arise or become due by 
virtue of any reason^^le custom, obtaining within the jurisdiction of 
such court, shall be allowed to such registrar out of any assets which . 
may have come to his hands, regard being had to the trouble and 
responsibility, actually incurred, and to the ser^^ce rendered by the 
said registrar in the collection of such ass^tti: pro-vided, also, that 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed to render necessary 
the taking oiit of letters ad colligenda, or of administration, from any 
of the courts aforesaid, by any such attorney or attornies, otherwise 
than it would have been if this act had not been ma(^<3; and that no 
claim or right to any such commission in respect of administration of 
effects as aforesaid, shall be deemed to accrue to any such attorney or 
attornies by reason of letters ad colligenda, or administration, taken 
out by him or them . in Vrl^ue of such • authority as aforesaid, nor any 
other or further commission thin -^<^i^ld have been payable to him or 
them as agents, either according to the usual and reasonable rates of 
such an agency, or by special agreement. '

(5) Provided also, and -be it further enacted, that • Not to affect
this act shall not, nor shall any thing herein contained, son^^endtle<f*to 
in anywise prejudice or affect the rights, claims, actions, probates of -^ilils 
suits, or appeals of any person or persons being en- efffects of^^w* 
titled to or claiming to be entitled, either as principal • sons shaU 
OO principals, attorney or attornies, to the probate or have died before 

• probates

of administration 
of effects of per-

    
 



IN INDIA. 345

the pasi^it^s?. probates of any will or wills, codicil or codicils, Of
this act, &c. letters ad colligenda, or of administration, of the goods,

- chattels, and effects of any person or persons who shall have died 
before the passing of this acl;; nor the rights, claims, actions, suits, 
or appeals of any person- or persons claiming or su^g, or to claim or 
sue for the recall or repeal of any letters, ad colligenda, or of adminis
tration, granted of the goods, chattels, or effeicts of any person or 
persons who shall have died before the passing of this act, which may 
have been or shall be granted to any such registrar as herein-before 
mentirn^i^d: nor to the rights, - claims, actions, suits, or appeals of 
any person or persons claiming or to claim as executors, legatees, or 
next of kin of any person or persons who shall have died before the 
passing of this act, in any way relating to the goods, chattels, pro-, 
perty, estate, or effeicts of such deceased person or persons, or to the 
transactions, acts, deeds, neglects, defaults, intermeddlings, or ac
counts of any such registrar relating to any such goods, ' chattels, 
property, estate, or effects, or under or by pretence of any letters 
ad colligenda, or of administration, which may have been granted to 
him; nor in any way to ■entil^^^'any such registrar to any commission, 
compensation, or allowance in respect of any thing done or to be 
done by him ■ in relation to the goods, chattels, debts, credits, estate, 
or effeicts of any person or persons ■ who shall have died before the 
passing of this act, which he would not have been entitled to if this

• act had not been passi^d; but every person being entitled to or claim
ing any such probate or probates, letters ad colligenda, or adminis
tration, or to -have any such letters ad colligenda, or of administration, 
recalled or repealed, or having or being entitled to or claiming or 
claim any such cause or causes of action, suit, or appeal, shall be 

I entitled -thereto, and all benefit and advantage thereof, and to prose
cute and carry on the same, in the same manner, as he, she, or they 
would have been entitled if this act had not been passed.

Registrar when appointed Administrator, to en^er in a Book separate 
Accounts. .

(6) And t^e it furtl^er enacted, that ui £ill cases in ’which the
registrar of any ot the suit eountn shall be appointed atminintnston 
unten the aforesaid aet, besides tiling an inventory and aeeount-eur- 
nent aeeorting to the tenor of the administration bond and. the usual 
eourse of the Eeelesiastieal Court, he shall enter into a book, to be 
kept by him for that purpose, separate and distinet aeeounts of eaeh 
estate, and of all sueh sums of money, bonds, and other seeurities for 
money, goods, efttets and things as shall eome to his hands, or to the 
hands of any persons employed by liim or in trust for him by virtue of 
any letters .ad colligenda, or of stministrstion, granted to . him. under 
the authorii^ty. of the said aet, and likewise all payments made by 
him for or on aeeount o^ the said estates,, and of all debts due by or

. to

LAWS.

1815.
55 Geo. 3j 

f. 84, 
§ 4.

§5.

    
 



346 EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS

LAWS.

1815.
55 Geo. 3, 
c. 84, § 5.

to the same, specifying the dates of such receipts and payments re
spectively ; which said book shall be kept in the registrar's of^ce, and 
shall be open for the inspection of all such persons, practitioners in 
the said courts, or others, as may have occasion to inspect the same, 
at offiice hours, paying such reasonable fee as may be fixed therefore 
by the said courts, and no moi^e; and the said registrars shall twice 
in every year, that is, on the first day of March and on the twenty- 
second day of. October, or on the first day after those days on which 
their respective courts shall be sitting, exhibit and deliver in open 
court, a true and perfect schedule of all sums of money, bonds, or 
other securities, received on account of each estate remaining under 
their charge, together with the payments .made thereout, and the 
bala^<^^^; and also of all administrations whert^t^lf the balances shall have 
been paid over to the persons entitled to the same, since the period 
of exhibiting the last schedule, specifying the amount of such balances, 
and the persons to whom paid; which schedules shall be filed of 

_ record in the said courts, and shall within fourteen days afterwards be 
published in the gazettes of the presidencies within which such courts 
are respectively situated,' by the said registrar, who shall likewise 
cause copies thereof, in triplicate, to be delivered to the chi^^ secre
tary at such presidency, and the same shall be transmitted by the. 
respective governments at such presidencies to the Court of Directors 
of the East'India Company, who, upon the receipt thereof, shall, 
cause the same to be published in the London Gazette,

1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. 61, § 1.

Officers 
others authorized 
under the articles 
of war to take 
care of the rffrcts 
or officers and 
soldiers empow
ered to collect 
and receive the 
same, without 
taking out letters 
o f administra
tion, &c.

Officers’ and Soldiers’ Lffeids.
(7) Whereaa tlie ttansr^is.sion tto regin^entta ag^er^tt 

or other persons, of tea affects or peoceads of affechs 
of offiicees and soldiers dying in his Majesty’s saevice, 
or in the saevice of tlm Company, has been found 
higely baneecinl m sacueine an early d’stribution or 
such affects among the eelntions of su>d ofGcers and 
soldiars at small expense, and mat^r^^^ms are thaeeby 
saved to the ealations of soldier i which would otear- 
wise be, from their small nmourn, wholly los^; and it 
is, thaeefore, expedient to eanderMia provisions of tha 
said eacitad acts, eelatine to such mathars, more effet^t^t^i^a: be it teeen- 
fore ennctad, by the King’s most exc^OJ^nt Majesty, by and wite thn 
advice and consant of hea Lords spie^^lU^1, and tampoeal, and Com
mons, in teis present Parliament assemtlle^ ■ and by tea auteority of 
the snma, tent it senll be lawful for all of^icars and parsons, who may 
be employed or required, by or undae the nuteor.;ty of any nrticlas of 
war, in foeca for tha tima baine, eiteer for the officers or soldiers in 
the service of his Majesty, or for the European officers or soldiers 
in the sarvica of the said Company, to take care of or collect, or 
supaeintand and direct the collection of, tha effects of officers or sol- 
diaes dying in saevice out of the United Kingdom, to ask, demand, 

and
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Effects remit
ted to agents, &c. 
not u> b^TL^eeen<^<i 
asset's within the 
province inwhich 
they reside, so as 
to render adnii- 
nistrahon neces
sary, &c.

and receive any such eiF^<;ts, and to commence, prosecute, and carr^ 
on any actions or -suits for the recovery thereof, without taking out 
any-, letters of administration, either with any will annexed or other
wise, in like manner, in ever^ respect, as if such officers or persons 
had been appointed executors, - or had taken out letters of adminis
tration of such effe<^t^!^; and no registrar any court in the East
Indies, or elsewhere, in any colonies or possessions of-his Majesty 
abroad, shall in, any - manner interpose in relation to any such effects, 
unless required or authorized so to do by any such officers or persons 
under the provisions of this act: any act or acts of Parliament, law, 
statute, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

Letters 'Administration unnec'essartj.
^3) And be it further enacted, that such effects or 

proceeds of effects, when remitted to any regimental 
agent, or Oilier person, under any order or regulation 
of the secretary at war in that behalf, or of the mili
tary secretary to the government of any of the said 
Company’s pi^esidencies, respectively, shall not, by 
reason of coming into the hands of such agent or per

son, be deemed or taken to be assets or effects within the province 
in which such agent or person shall reside, so as to render it necessary 
that -administration should be taken out in respect thereof in such 
province, unless administration of any other effects of the officer or 
soldier, to whom the proceeds so remitted shall have belonged, shall 
have been or shall be taken out in such province ; and it shall be law
ful for the secretary at war, in all cases relating to the effects of any 
officer or soldier in his Majesty’s service, and for the military secretary 
to the government o^ the presidency, to which the deceased officer or 
soldier shall have belonged, in all cases relating to the effeicts of any 
European officer or soldier in the service of the said Company, to 
order - that any such effects or proceeds of any such effects shall be 
remitted to any other place where the same can be more conveniently 
paid over to the person or persons entitled thereto : and the obedience 
to any such orders by any agent or person, to whose hands any such 
effects shall come, shall be a sufficient discharge to such agent or 
person ;.and no such agent , or person shall be liable to any action or 
suit, by reason of any such effects or proceeds of effects having been 
in his hands, and thereafter transmitted under the order rn’ the secre
tary at war, or military secretary, respectively in that behalf.

'Surplus only, (9) And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful
after payment of for the secretary at war, in the case of any offcer or 
funeral expenses ..................... - - -
and delbts, to
be. deemed tie secretary to the government oi the presidency, to 
of the

LAWS^.

^^825.
G Geo. 4, 
c61, § 1.

§2.

§3.

soldier in his Majesty’s service, and for the military

of thed^eceased^*^ which the deceased ofircer or soldier shall have be
longed, in the case of any European oll^cer or soldier 

in the service o^ the said Company, to order or direct the payment 
of
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182S.
6 Geo. 4>
c. 61, § 3.

348 EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS,

of any charges or expenses attending or relating to the illness or 
funeral any such officer or soldier, out of any effects or proceeds 
ol: effects, or out of any arrears of pay or hallf^j^i^jr; and that such 
charges and expenses, together . with all regimental debts and military 
payments, which may be allowed under the provisions, of any act or 
acts o^-Parliament, or articles war, made in pursuance thereof, shall 
be made out of such effects or proceeds of effects, or arrears of pay 
or half-pay, and the surplus only, after such payment, shall be deemed 
the personal estate the deceased.
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GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS. -

Aljl persons holding shares in the capital stock of the East- 
India Company are denominated proprietors. The books of the 
Company are open at all times for the admission of British sub
jects and foreign^ins: no distinction exists as to religion, profes
sion, or sex. No proprietor is competent to vote, who has not 
been for twelve months possessed in his or her own right of stock 
to the amount of one thousand pounds, except the same shall 
have been acquired by bequest, marriiage, the custom of the 
city of London, or by settlement.

£^1,000 stock gives one vote. 
£^,000........ .......... two votes.
£^6,000............... ...dn^e^e .
£>10,000....... ai^d upiaadss f'u'ur vc^tes.

No puopuitCfu can give more than four votes whaCtvtr may 
be the amount of his or her stock. Iafaate or miafus are not 
quali^itd to vote. PrfpuitCous of £^500 stock are ptumicctd to 
be puteeat at Gtatral Cfuute.

The diuectfus of the Company, or the major part of them, 
are required to summon and appoint four General Courts, at 
the least, in every year, to be held in the months of March, 
June, September, and December. In the event of a Geatral 
Court not being held in either of those months, by default of 
a majo]^i:ty of the directoue, three or more diutctors may sum
mon a Geaeaal Court to be held in the month next after that 
in which the same should have been holden upon the summons 
of the majo:^,ity. At such quai^t^terly courts, it is compi^ltent for 
pufpuittoue to propose any question in accordance with the 
Acts of Parliament and By-l^aws.

The diuectfus of the Company are empowered further to 
summon General Courts as often as they shall see cause.

It.

    
 



350 GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS.

It is also competent to nine proprietors duly qualified aS 
before-mentioned, to require the Court of' D^i^re^tors to' con
vene a General Court: and if the Court of D^:^rec^1^ors fail ' to 
convene one within ten days from the date of ^uch requi
sition, then ' the nine proprietors may themselves issue a 
public notice of their intention to hold a General Court, and 
may hold one accordingly at the expiration of ten days frc^m, 
the date of such notice. It is not necessary for any specific 
number of proprietors to be present to constitute a General 
Court.

Instances have occurred in which the Court of Directors 
have made a quarterly General Court special—at the request 
of two or more proprietors—for the purpose of the said 
proprietors introducing to the Court’s notice some subject 
not contemplated when the General Court was originally, 
summoned: but it is to be observed, that such a proceeding is 
entirely a matter of discretion on the part of the directors, 
and does not arise from any right conferred by law in the 
proprietors to require a General Court to be made special.

With respect to the hour of meeting, the constant practice 
has been to summon the General Court for eleven o’clock. 
The meetings, however, have not usually taken place until 
twelve. When an earlier time of meeting has been required, 
the advertisement has specified eleven o’clock precisely. '

The ' General Court have always been invested with thd 
power of electing persons to direct and superintend the manage-' 
ment of the Com^a^y’s affairs. Persons ' so elected may ' be’ 
removed by the General Court for mismanagement. ' '

It rests with the General Court to declare the dividends on 
the capital stock of the Company, in the exercise of whit^hi' 
power, they ' are, however, restrained by various legislative 
enactments.—{Vide Dividends.)

The General Court are also empowered to frame by-laws, 
rules, and regulations, for the good government of the East- 
India Compabiy; and such by-laws, provided they do not inter
fere with enactments of the legislature, are binding upon the 
members and directors of the Company.

In virtue of by-laws framed under the provisions of the le
gislature, the General Court have a control over grants by the 

Court
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Court of Directors of any sum of money exceeding ' £^600, by • 
way of gratuity, and of any increase to a salary or pension 
beyond £^200 per annum.

All grants exceeding those amounts to any one person, are 
subject to confirmation by the Boai'd of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India.

In the year 1793, the legislature specially vested in the Court 
of Directors and the Board of Commissioners the adminis
tration of all matters relating to the civil or military govern
ment or revenue of Indjii; and parliament at that time' provided, 
“ that no order or resolution of the Court of Directors touching 
or concerning the civil or military government or revenues of 
India, after the same shall have received the approbation of 
the Board of Commissioners, shall be liable to be rescinded, 
suspended, revoked, or V^i^i^d by any general Court of Pro
prietors.”

Although, the General Court have- ceased to interfere in 
the origin or progress of measures connected with the go
vernment of India, they may be considered to have de
legated, not ' abandoned, their concern in the sovereignty of 
that vast empire. Instances have occurred in which particular 
measures have been discussed, and even revised by the pro
prietors; and whenever success has crowned the British ' arms 
in the east, the General Court have been forward to bestow the 
tribute of their applause to those statesmen and warriors whose 
services have been brought before them, which tribute has 
frequently been accompanied by a more substantial expression 
of their gratitude.

Wh^^neyer there is any proceeding' in Parliament which in 
the 'opinion of the Court of ^i^rectors are likely to ' affect the 
rights, interests, or privileges of the East-India Company, the 
General Court is ' to be specially summoned to take.into -con
sideration such proceeding before , it pa^s into a law. No by
laws -can be . ordained, altered, or repealed, nor any grants of 
money made out of the Company's cash, without the consent of 
two General Courts specially convened, of thefirst of which courts 
fourteen days’ notice must be given. Various accounts, relating ' 
to the affairs of the Company, are required to be laid before the

, General

    
 



352 GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS.

• General Court, ■ as well as -<oj)i<es of all papers presented to pai'-- 
liame:nt; likewise all proceedings of the Court of Direct^ors 
when ships may have been taken up under private contract.

The chairman of the Court of D^irectors is ex-officio chairman 
of the -East-India Company, and consequently presides at all 
meetings of the General Court of the Company. By invariable 
usage, the chairman introduces to the notice of- the General 
Court all business arising out of measures adopted by the Court 

. of Di^rectors, as . well as all motions founded upon their recom
mendation. .

The forin of proceeding usually adopted in the General Court 
is nearly similar to that used in the House of Commons; every 
motion, excepting the previous question, ,or that of adjoui^n? , 
ment, being open to amendment. ■ .

Questions in General Courts are usually -decided in the first • 
instance by shew of -hands, of thei'csi^lt of which the chaimian ‘ 
is to judge;, but if any proprietor doubt the c^]^l^^^<3t^^^ess of such 
decision, he may call for a diy:i^ii^n; in which case the pre--, 
prietors present qualified to vote, divide accordingly,- teller's. ( 
being appointed. If, previously to the question being put,- nin^e*- 
members present and- duly qualified should desire an appeal to 
the proprietors at large, they- may demand a - decision .on the 
question by ballot. This proceeding, however, cannot be taken 
on questions of adjournment, nor on the previous question, nor r 
on amendi^i^i^l^s; upon which questions the court decide either''' 
by shew of hands or by a division. *

A ballot cannot be taken within a less period than twenty- ■> 
four hours after the adjournment of the General Court, in wnicn 
it may have been determined to proceed to the balls^tt; nor can 
a ballot begin later than twelve o'clock, nor close earlier than ' 
six o'clock.

All questions, excepting the previous question, or that of ad
journment, must, if required, be stated in writing, - and the General 
Court cannot be adjourned or dissolved -without a question. .

It is to be observed that the quarterly courts are the only 
courts for general business, at which subjects not previously 
advertised may be introduced for discussion, such subjects 
must- - not involve questions in which a specific notice is 

, prescliOed
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prescribed by the by-laws^ such as grants of money, the for
giving offences, &c. On questions affecting the grant of money, ■■ 
it is not cpmpetent to a proprietor without fourteen days pre
vious notice of his intention, to move as an amendment the, 
grant of a larger sum than is specified in the original . notice. .

LAWS.
To be e a General Cour(.

(1) And we do further, by these presents, for us, our heirs
and - successors, give and grant unto the said English Company, 
trading to the East-Indies, and their successors, . and we do hereby 
ordain, will, and appoint that it shall and may be lawful to and 
for all and every the members of the same Company hereby, 
established, from time to time, to assemble and meet-t^ogether, 
at any convenient place or places, for the choice of their di
rectors, and for making of by-laws, ordinai^c^i^is, rules, orders, or, 
directions, for the government of the said Company, or for any other, 
affairs or business concerning the and that all the members of,
the same Company, or so many of them as .shall be so assembled,, 
shall be and be called- a General - Court of the said Company or cor
poration, which court shall assemble and meet at such times and in, 
such manner as is directed.

Ge-neiral Courts, to be ki^lil quar<^eir,y.
(2) And we do hereby will and appoint, that the said directors, or ' 

the major part of them for the time being, shall from time to time,
%id they are hereby . required so to do, to summon and appoint four 
General Courts at least in every year; whcn^e^f one to be in the month 
of Dospraber, another in the month of March, . another in the. month 
of June, and another in the month of September.

Tn failure there
of, three Dircc- 
tors may sum
mon.

LAWS.

ibaa. 
Charter <>f 
William,

(3) . And we do further will and appoint, that if at 
any time or times there should be a failure of holding a 
Gene^ral Court in any of the said months, by default of 

the- directoi^si, or the major part of them, that then and so often, and 
in every such case, three or more of the directors of the. said Com
pany shall and may summon and call a General Court, which shall 
meet and be holden in the month next coming after the month in 
which the same should have ' been holden upon the summons of the 
majority of the directors aforesaid.

Nine Proprietors may demand a Genial Court.
A general court (4) And moreover, we do by, these presents, will,

to_l^(^]Si^n)^^oned, and appoint, that the said directors, or the
of nine members, major part of them for the time being, shall, from time 
within ten days, to time, upon demand to be made by any nine or more 

2 a nf
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[,AW;S.

16S8.
C. lartef of 
WilUam.i

1813.
53 Geo, 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 88.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, c52, 

§2^3.

and in drfault 
the said ninh 
members may 
summon, ■ and 
may disp.’aceahji 
Director for mis- 
Oianageinent.

of the 'said members, -having each of them five -* hun
dred hounds, or more, interest or shtire of the . ssiid 
Stock, Within- ten days after such 'demand, summon ' and 
call such General Courts to be held of the members of 
the same Company qualified, for electors as afo^es^t^id; - 
and in default of'the said directors, or .the major part of them, to 
summon and call such court, it shall and may be lawful- to and for the 
said nine or more members, having each five hundred pounds stock as 
aforesaid, upon ten days' «otice in writing, to be fixed upon the Royal 
Exchange in London, to' summon and hold a General Court, and there 
to do and dispatch any business relating to the government or affairs 
of the said Company, -and to hear and debate any complaint that -^Irall 
be miade against any director or directors for mismanagement in his or 
their office or - offices, and if such director or'directors shall hot ' cleat 
him -or themselves of such ' complaint to the' satisfaction of'the fiiajor 
part of the members of the same Company in the said General Court 
assembled, that then within ten days another General Court shall be 
called, and held as aforesaid of the members of the same Company, 
qualified to vote as - aforesaid, f^naHy to determine the same by the 
majority of their votes as aforesaid, who m^ remove or displace all 
or any of the said directors for such misdemeanours or abuse of their 
offices, and elect and choose others in his or 'their room ' in manner 
before prescril^t^d; and - in every such case, where any director -or di
rectors shall happen to die or be removed, or his office -shall - otherwise 
become void before the expiration of the term for which he shall have 
been elected, the major part of the members of the same Company 
to be assembled In a General Court, and being qualified as aforesaid 
shall and may elect and choose any other member or members o^ the 
said Company, qualified as aforesaid, into the office of such director 
or directors that shall so die or be removed, or whose offce shall be
come void, which person so to be chosen shall continue in the said 
offiice until the next usual time hereby appointed for election, and 

'until others shall be duly - chosen- and sworn, unless he shall be ' re
moved as aforesaid.

' ■ Gen^iOl Co'urt.,
(6) And be it further enacted, that no order or reso

lution of the Court of Directors of the said ^mpany, 
touching or concerning -the. civil or military govern- 
inent, or revenues of the said territories - and acqui
sitions in India, after the same shall have' received the

Gratuities. • ■ ‘
(5) The approbation, of the General Court necessary to any' gratuity 

exceeding the sum of £600 to any one person.— Vide Gratuities. '

' Orders of Di^r^ectors and Board of Commissioners not revocable by
> I

. Orders of ' the 
Dii^ectors, touch- 
iftg tlie civil or 
military govern
ment . or tliei^t^ve- 
^ties, ap-

•.approbation
• .£1,000 by 13 Geo. IH. cap. 63.
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probation by tlie approbation of the Board . of Commissioners for the LAW& 
caWe^bytth/pi-o- of India, shall be liable to, .be- rescinded, sus-
prietors. . pended, revoked, or varied by any . General Court of 
Proprietors of the said Company.

>- Servants absent,Jrom Ind^di^f^y^ondJive"Yeanl-, ' ‘
' (7') Three parts in four of the proprietors ' assembled in General 
Court 'must concur, by' ballot, in' permitting 'a civil ' s^i^^ht to'return, 
aftei- ' having been absent from India more thaii five ' years'.-—'(Vide Ser
vants, Civil and Military.) • ' *

. Shipping. . .
(b) In cases of unforeseen exigency, ships may be engaged by the 

i^ourt of Directors, for one voyage, by private contrt^ce-; but the 
reasons for taking up such ship or ships are to be reported to the 
Court of Proprietors that shall be next holden after such 'hiring and 
taking up. .
1 f(9) If -a ship be lost or captured before- ' the completion of' her fifth' 

voyage, and- on investigation the commanders and owners such ship 
shall ' be- fully acquitted from all neglect or misconduct in respect of 
.such loss by eighteen dinectore; and on the same being reported to a 
General Court, of which eight days’ notice ' shall be given, and three 
parts in four of the proprietors voting shall 'confirm the said reso- 
Juttim, another ship may be built in the room that lost or captured. 
Tr( Vide Shipping.)
1/ .

J ' '
• AH tt^t^^fe^s 
made

- '^ive manner to 
qualify voters at 

4ile^^i^i^^5 and 
riJl bomls, cove- 
tiants, &c, with 

in trust, 
shall he null and 
void.—Penalty 
on persons who 
shall vote by vir
tue of collusive 

‘transfers at any 
election, land 
sli^ll afterwards 
re-transfer the 
stock in conse
quence of any 

J ti;usts, •&c.^Af- 
ter October 1, 
,1778, no pro- ,
prietor shall vote election of 'members of the Court of ' Directors, or in 
at any election of 
^directors in re-' 
^^ed o^ stock * 
,,iniounting to 
iessUian.;^]l,000^,.

Vo^ting. in Genet^al Comtes, SfC, ,

. (10) ' And whereas it ha^ been ' found, tliat the pro-
• vision made by the charter of the" tenth year of the 
' reign of King William III, under which ■ persons pos

sessed of five hundred pounds stock are intitled to vote 
in general courts, has been productive ■ of much incon
venience in the present situation ■ of the ■ Company, and • 
tends to promote th^ mischievous practice, o^ making

, collusive transfers, which practice hath not ■ been suffi-
• ciently prevented by the . provision made by an act of 
’• the seventh ■ year o^ his prie^ien^Majesty’s' reign, whereby

the . right of' voting is limited to persons 'having been 
i six calendar months in possession of their st^cli; be 

jt further enacted, that all transfers of stocks whatso
ever made to any person or persons, in any fnaut^i^lient 

' or collusive manner, on purpose to qualify him, her, ' or 
them, to give his, her, or their vote .or votes, .at any

any General Court of the said United Company (sub
ject, nevertheless, to conditions or ' agreements, either 
verbal or in writing, to defeat or determine such trans
fers, or to re-transfer or return the same), shall be 

• 2 A 2 deemed

179S1
33 Geo. 3,
c.52'§ 2^3,

§70.

1818,
58 Geo. 3, 
C. 83, 5 8.

J 12.

1773.
13 Geo. 2.,,
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laws, deemed and taken ' against ' those persons who trans- nor until he shall 

ferred the same, as free and absolute, and be • holden have ,be,en P0s" 
1773, , , 1 , ,, 1 . . , . . sessed thereofr^ GeO.3, and enjoyed by all -and every such • person or persons twelve calendar 

c. c3, §3.’ to whom such transfer shall be made, as -aforesaid, months, - certain 
freely and absolutely - acquitted, exonerated, and disri, 
charged of and from all manner of trusts, conditions, ppwerSjOf,rev(^-) 
cation, provisoes of redemption, or other defeazances between or with 
the said parties, or any other person or persons in trust ' for them; and 
that all bonds, coVenant^^ notes collateral, or other ' securities, con
tracts, or agreements, between or with the said parties -or ' arn^- other- 
person or persons in trust for them, or 'any of them, for the re-trans-* 
ferring, redeeming, revoking, or defeating such transfer, ‘ or fbr'tl^i" 

, restoring or re-transferring thereof, or any part thereof, to any person 
or persons who made such transfer, or to any other person or' 'persons 
in 'trust for them, or any of them, shall be null and void 'to all intdnts 
and purposes whal^i^so ’̂^t^r: and that every person to whom such’-tfaissfei'^ 
shall have been made, and who shall have voted by virtue ther^^o^ at- 
any flfction of members of the Court of Directors, or in any' General
Court of the said United Company, and who shall afterward!^' i^i-t^’ars's-'- 
fer or return the same, in consequence - of any trust- condition, powers, 
of revolution, proviso of redemption, or other defeazance wllatso<^vert 
as aforesaid, shall for ■levery such offence, forfeit the sum o^ pne,. 
thousand pounds; one moiety shall go and be .disposed tjC.tOj
any person who shall sue for the same, and the other moiety,-to. his^ 
Majesty, his heirs and successors ; to be recovered, together with full 
costs of suit, by action 'of debt, bill, plaint, or information in any of 
his M'ajesty’s Courts of Record at Wfstminstfrt wherein no esspin, 
privilegf^,• protection, wager of law, or more than, one imparlancf, shaljj 
be' admitted or allow^id: and that, from and after the first day, o^ 
October, one. thousand seven hundred and sevfnty-thaff, no.membfr, 
or paoprietoa of the said United Company shall be deemed qualififdt} 
or capable to vote, or be admitted to give any vote or votes, 
any election of Diafctors, or at any General Court of the said 
United Company, in respect of any stock amounting to less than one 
thousand po'unds, no- in respect of any stock -transferred • to -him, heat 
or them, after the said first day of October, one thousand seven Tturi'-^ 
dred and sfventy-thref, until he, she, or they shall have Been jios-i 
sessed - of such - stock twelve calendar months in his, hefi - bb thefr'oWij^* 
right, and not in trust for any other person or persons whatsoeVf^I^^■'f^'f^d’ 
and'discharged of all incumbrances which cat! or i^ay -affect thil^^^a^tifejl 
unless ' such stock shall have been acquired, or shall have •cf^n^lf td’ 
such proprietor by bequest, or by marriage, or by succession to 'jaff^y 
intfstatf’s estafe, or by the custom of the - city of London;^'Or-ibya^i^j^l 
deed or settlement after the death of any - person - who shall have been! 
entitlfd for life to the divd^<^nds of such stock ■; any law, statutei - oil 
usage to the 'C0ntrary notwithstandingi—{'Fn/e Ballot.)' "

BY-LAWS,
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V Ot-'T

Bv-Laws.
c. 8, § 5.

BYL-AWS.
, Admission to Gei^i^rcd Courts, ,

" JUin--~t, hordained,- That no-person be admitted to be present . at 
any General Court, who'shall not, at the .time, be possessed: of five 
hiihdi-ed pBuh'ds stock. ' - - '■ ‘ . .
iltifr II riy^^-'ti ' c - 'i ' ' -rt ■ 'I Ibf!)’ • 1!^ frr^'^ceeding Ty BeUot iri General Court.
-(iJI^at^itifjany Ceneral Court, nine of tl^e members present, duly, 

. to-yptte,- shall demand a ballot for determining. any question,, 
exciept- for, adjournment - or the previous question, or an amendment, , 
syt:h question, shall be put by the ballot, and not . otherwise.

J^ueidion^o'y Adj^ournment, previous Qued^on of Amendment. 
ftiTIjgt if any -idoubt 'shall arise in the.'.General Court, .upon or. rc- 

latjngn^p .a.ny declaration which shall be, made from the chair upon 
tjte-t^i^iestion j'or adjournment, or the previous. question, or an amend- . . 
i^ent,. .such .question shall be .determined by a division ’of the . pro* ' 

p.^:i9ttr!t.' duly qualified , to vote, then present. ,
,di‘i ' , ' 1 ' -What Questions to he stated in Writing. ■ ■
'’Thkf all Qu^ist^ions in any General Court, except the -.previous. ques* 

tfoW di for 'adjournment, shall, if requined, be stated in writing, be- 
iSle'lhk sat^e shall be pu^; and the .chairm'an shall not adjourn ■ or . dis*' 
SflV^^lhn . coiirt without h question. ' ■
Il I lit' / i I . .
ill ( ll I Not^ice ^ot^i^ons requisite.

■ ("nlTifit i^to motions shall,' in future, ’be made in a General Court, to; 
fo'rgive a^;y.'&ffenc«;s committed . by any-i^^ the Company’s, servantn, orj 
tfi’make any grants of any sums of money . out of the .Company’s cash,* 
without notii^e’ being given, in writing, by .the persons proposing' .the t 
sdtne;'htad n^p^l^lii^lied by the .Court of Directors at least fourteen, days- 
previous . fo .the holding of .such General Court, -.
bit- .It , A '
Ullf ' Acco-urrt^* , J
nnnJ^,.ti''?*g.,a<^<^<^'unt shall annually be laid before a General Courl^,i^^^. 

Pj^oprienor^, shewing the nett proceeds of . the Company’s sales of 
goods. during .the year last past, ending the SCth April; the duties 
antii;^liowanccs arising .to the .Company by private-trj^t^i^; and all , 
othop nett profits. of the Company in Great Britain, and the. applica- 
tiqn<,and, disposition thereof, agreeably. to the act 53d Geo. Ill,

; 
yiilbjMt such, accounts and papers as may, from time to time, be laid 

beeQre,tettl^e.r house of Parliament . by the Court. of Directors, shall, 
be.laid before .the .next General ‘and .that all proceedings of
Parliament which, in the opinion of the Goutt of Directors, may
affect the rights, •intetcsts,',ot privileges of the East India Company, 
shall be submitted by them to the consideration of a General Court, 

‘ i I t-i 2 a 3 to

5>.

§ 2.

5 3-

§ 4.

c. 1, § 3.

§ 4-

    
 



c. I, §5. ■

r.3§i-

J 3.

c.«, § 17.

,3;5§ ' dF PROPRIET^ORS'

BY,i.^ivs. to be epeeially surnb^f^i^ed for tliat purpose, before the same shall be 
pai^^ed into a la»v. ' -

That the Court of Directors slmll annually cause a general sta^ie . 
per ' computatiou of the Company’s affairs to be .drawn -out to the 30th 
April in eacll year, -and laid before them fop their obe^cvatii^n; and 
that the Sameysliailjr afsb bd laid','befflr'ei\.^^e- e^’jaftef^iy' General Court, 
in the' month of December following at the latest. ■

Qotmm^ee Bij-Lam. ■
A committee of bydaws to be chosen - ahnuall'y in the month of 

June. , .X ■ ■
By-Laws to be read in tbe -iirSt Qeneral -Court af^er -the. annual

■ electiontil i,r ‘l-.., i--j,,* '..;rr-if.firyrfjvc/n Ltntc^V??. .;nUr 'j.
ij.NjJ.’-l^a^^^Tfa^'fcj'be - ye^^i<dl»ilVr^^0J^^crou^ient of

itwo. ■Geneial Courts, so*^'r^<^ily agi^ihiniiiieaia ' of thig ' first -o‘f'Vvhahh',ffoii'r- 
f^i^i^i^'days' pui)ilc■n6fi''[^<^^4o'■bl^' o/ij 'lo

. Net^ ~(0ijice witt. more^t/i^r^'^^l^^pr^ani^^nL '̂
That no new office, either ai hornet or ab^d, *tjiall'h5e”CT^ 

Directors with any salary eXceiJdi^ftji the’suh/ef £50f)'^r^hh^ 
without the appriobation of two ’General Courtsj'to be^sumitfo'ned 

T<j'rlthavpulIC(s&'''i 'i., ■' . I
Salari^es, Pensions, Gratuities, Su2)eiram^t^(^iti<^tSr:A l ilul 

' CN0::a<^<^il^i<^l^^^l■rs^^^^ly,.• -toberaiVen fe5£e;<^<dihl^^JC??^fr, per,jiiinnna“yKitli*

No pension or increase of ■ pension ej^^eedihg '£200' per ' annum, 
without same being fa'ld 'bah^ie; General'Ciitirf 'ih'Tonh -dffaaafeaiJt,. . 

' and 'dpp■laved' by - two' G^^nel^^^ ieoiii^' '• Djst , 0£’ !^^u;perannlJatrons'£0 be 
dm,dlefo^^ -General'CourtJ:, - ; - , , . , , r. i -iir-jil

No, gratuiity exceeding, J^fjOO, without -same being laid before'Gcne- 
rai.C.durb - l,u„fow,;olf'. a report, an^.opO(»ed by two-' Gc^lld•tl'^'Collr'iJ''a

§ 18.

§ 19.
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GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA,

Bengal.
. 1

The several governments which have been formed for admi* 
histering the affairs in India under the direction and authority 
of the East-India Company, subject to the superintendence of 
the Board of Commissioners, are as follow :—

The Supreme Government in Bengal,
The Government of Madras,
The Government ■ of Bombay, , .
The -Government of Prince of Wales' Island, Singapore, 

and Malacca.
The three first are established by Parlia^^i^t^-; and as- the 

Government in Bengal is the supreme British- -authority ' in 
India, it will be first noticed. _ *

The East-India Compan^y obtained permission to trade to 
Bengal in 1633, to the port of Pipley only. In 1642, it 
was extended to Balasore and Cossimbuzar. In 1699, gi’ants 
were made to the Company of the towns or villages of Chuta- 
nuttee (Calcutta) and Govindpore, Sir Charles Eyre being 
sent out as chief a^ent in Bengal, where a fort was ordered to 
be built; and, in compliment to his Majesty King W^’^^^^am 
the Third, it was denominated Fort Willjam. Hence the 
designation of The G^^^i^^rnor-General jn Council op 
Fort Wjlli^am in Bengal.

On the union of the London and English Companies in 
1702, the instructions from home were issued in the name of 
The United Company of Merchants of England trad
ing to the East-Indies.

Some degree of power was esssential to the support and 
protection of the Company's comm^e^t^f^: an embassy was 

2 A 4 accordingly
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accordingly, despatched - ,tto the Emperor Ferrokshere in 
consisting, of itwo of t^lie - most - intelligent', factors at the -Presi
dency, - who obtained a phirmaund, or- royal grant, conferring 
additional ,]pr'^-^ii^<^e^^^'^>> -in, consequence of which, Ca^tu^t^i^siWvJs 
declared ,an independent presidency, - accountable only to’ the 
directors at home, , ■ • i i ' t i > I

Jafiir Khan, who was , at that period governor'of 
obtained a, .grant of Bahar and Orif^^ix: his conduct KAt'aj^tie 
the English , was tyrannical and extortionate. He died in 1725, 
and was succeeded Oy Sujah Khan,,his son-in-law, whO ie^i^tv’ed ,1o Moorshedabad, , accompanied by two omrahs^y one ''irf- wll(hi^, 
named Ally Verdy Khan, was appointed in 1729, gov^(2ri^<))^"oT 
Bahar; and ultimately, through intrigue and' trea^<^h^(^iyr;if]^ro- 
claimed Nabob of Bengal, Bahar, and Ori.ss^ju Nj^z^a^m-^nh^MIi^l^l 
the soubah of the Deccan, jealous of Ally Verdy’s' inti^eaSittg 

. power, instigated the Mahrattas, whose rise, as a body; -^aj^’be 
dated about the , middle of the. seventeenth -century, to deiiiapd 
the or tribute, which had been granted them -in -TIISO
by - the Mogul, . for the three provinces above 'mentioned. 
They accordingly advanced in - the two divisions of Pco^ti^t^A 
and Berar to - Burdwan, under the command of Bajee -Ri^i# 
and Ragojee Boonslah. ' The scourge, occasioned- by ihd iri^tlpl 
tion was dreadful. Commerce was at a stand throughout -iihg 
provinces .; the poor afl^r.ignted innabitants fled in terror- l^^olh 
their looms and their fields to the ^^or^ids, wlim^rj they either 
perished from - hunger, or fell an eai^^y prey to the wild beai'cf 
with wnirh the forests -.abounded. The. native innabiia^nfcssrf 
Calrutt^, dreading a repetition of the calamities, solicil^ediianfl' 
obtained permission to dig a ditrn, round .tllat:oiitJ^; <o -'thq 
extent of seven, n^:^<^is,.(the Company’sh^^unds) wnirn wasfiinlled; 
the M^ahraita^. IMtch., . ‘ ' f J i buff

Ally Verdy .succeeded tn^!following year in- obliging , thd 
Mahra^t^to make a precipit^-^ie' retread: when hel-was'cenJ 
firmed by the Mogul, Soubah ’of Bengal, -■ Bahar, and Oriss^a,f 
on condition of his remitting - annually to Del^^ six cro^e of 
rupees, by - way of tribute. His death tooki place in .1756,^! 
when he was. succeeded by his grandson, -. Seraji-ud-D^t^w^3^x^ny' 
then only jn Jhis seventeentn year. < He' was of h ■rruel', tvin-w 

dictive.
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dictivej ' and sullen^, disposition, of profligate Rabits, and t^jith 
stfjong feelings of ■ hostility ta the English. ■' It'was^ during his 
government -that the horrible m^acre 'in the black'-hoT^e!' at; 
Calcutta tocdi place, i By the ■ tyrant's 'Commands, ' one ■ hundred 
and 'fort^-six ' persons,: including Mr. Holwell,'the ' goVerhof’ of 
Fort Wi^]^]^i^a^m, were ■ incarcerated, in an intensely sultry' 'hight 
in. the. month of June, in a dungeon not twenty feet square. 
Of the above number, not tmore- than tWenty-three ' cariie 
out alive the ensuing^- morning; .Mr. Holwell hiiilseiff"' being 
amongst the survivors 'wh-o. notwithstanding the' shock which 
his .constitution' received., returned to England and lived to 
the' age^of ninet;yt - .■ . ' . -. i.

:;^^e Nabob having evacuated Calcutta, a deputatioh was 
despatched to Madras to-s^olicit immediate and ■ effectual ' sU^-i 
cot^rssi^t, reached Fort St. George 'on the "Sth ' August. A 
detachment;,, of nine -hundred Europeans, with 'fifteen hundred 
sepoys^ 'mder' the command of Colonel Clive, 'was immediately 
despatched to Bengal, accompanied by Admiral W^tsoU'with 
a squadron then fortunately in the roads, the
Kent, sixty-four (the admiral's); the Cumberland) seventy; 'oh 
which.Admiral Pocock hoisted his 'flag; T^g^^jr- sixty; Salis
bury,! fift;y; Bridgwater, twe^^y?' and a fi^^s^j^li^-;..' together 
wil^li, transports for the troops.' On the 2!^tl^'!December,’''all 
the ships , and vessels had arr.ived at 'Fulta, and; thct next tftei^-i 
not^i^', anchored, ten miles below the fort 'of Budge-Budge, 
which Admiral Watson determined to attack the nex;'t morn-i 
ing., ,An ambuscade was. planiied to intercept the ' retreat of 
the garrison. , It was directed by Colonel Clive ' in person,'bui 
pro^v^e^C* the pre^^^i^ei'to 'more ' serious operations.- The 'Mogul 
gmieral lraving' marcheii' from ' Calcutta ' tb aid ' the'' gahris^bn ' at 
Budge-Budge, with fifteen hundred horse ' and two' thousand 
foot, a- 'general' engagement to^k-p^l^a^^et ' Monick • 'Chund Ws 
however , obliged to retreat with his troops to Hooghly, 'and froih 
thence^* to the Nabob ' of ' Moorshedabad.. On -^the 2d' Januiai^J, 
1757, at nine in the 'morning, the Kent and 'Tiger anchored’ 
before the ' gates of Fort 'Wii^liam; the batteries ' of which 'were' 
sU^)^(^<^(^jiby eleven;, the fort 'evacuated, of ‘ which a'd^etbch- 
ment junder Captain Cb^te took possession, with 'loud''accla-'

. mations;
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mations- ; . the British colours being ' once more hoisted on the 
ramparts. Mr. Drake and the former members of council 
were the following day solemnly,. reinstated - by Admiral 
'Watson. . . '

The orders which had been. given to the Admiral and Colo
nel' Clive were, to obtain full reparation of all injuries, and 
eventually to attack the tyrant in, his capital. The expe- 

, dition proceeded to Hooghly, which place they captured, and 
destroyed the resources of the enemy. The Nabob, on learn
ing the fate of Hooghly, was highly 'exasperated. He left his 
capital at the head of all his forces.^ The English encamped 
a mile northward of Calcutta, where they awaited his approach. 
A partial action took - place, in which he lost twenty-two -officers 
of distinction, si:x hundred men, and five hundred horses. At 
this juncture, intelligence reached Calcutta that war had 
broken out between France and England. The French were 
strong at Chandernagore. Colonel Clive, - apprehensive that 
they might 'join^the Nabob,-e^r^t^e^i^’ed into a treaty with the 
latter, by which - the English procured- a restitution of all plun
dered effects; a -permission to fortify Calcutta as they might 
think p-opc-; liberty to coin gold and silver in a mint of their' 

, own; exemption of merchandize from taxes, &c. The sin
cerity of the Nabob was justly sus^^icted: it shortly appeared 
that he secretly abetted the French, and had in fact sent a lac 
of rupees to their aid at Chandernagore. Colonel Clive at 
once resolved on war; and accord^ingly determined to attack 
thes French and Mogul forces united. The English army 
havi^^ -reached Plassey, they took -immediate, possession of -a 
grove of mango trees of considerable extern t,; they had scarcely 
done this before tbeir ears were assailed with the sound -of 
martial music, such as generally accompanies the night-watches 
of an Indian : it proved to be the army of the Nabolj; 
who, on finding the English slower in their progress than his 
startled imagination had suggested, advanced towards Plassey.

The result of the memorable battle of Plassey, which was 
to decide the fate of the English in Bengal, is too well-known 
to need - recapitulation. The mo.st^. decisive, victory was ob
tained by the,- wisdom, prudence, and- valour of Colonel Clive, 
over the Nabob, whose army wast dispersed, and himself obliged 

to
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t6 seek safety in flight from Mot^i^sl^e^c^jibad. ' Meer Jafifiir* was 
in waiting at that city 'to receive -Colonel Clive ■ ; who, ' aftey the 
first salutations were over, led Meer 'JafBev 'towards the ' mus- 
nut^nr^d, placing him upon it, made obeisance to him as lord 
of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, present
ing a 'plate 'of gold coin. All the omrahs'then present-like- 
wise paid their homage, and presented gold. Meer Jaffer' was 
afterwards publicly proclaimed as Nabob. •

Nothing ' could exceed the transport into which the 'whole 
city of 'Calcutta was thrown by this great change.' The 
praii^<2S of’ Clive and Watson were resounded. The latter 
unfortunately fell a victim on the 16th of August to • a malig
nant 'fever. Colonel Clive, having settled all affaiiri’at Moor
shedabad, ' returned with his’army to Calcutta oh the 14th of 
September, 'where he was received with all the ' mer^^i^t^i^'-ho
nours due 'to so distinguished an 'officer; and in 1758, at the 
united wish of the Council, took upon himst^ilf the office of 
president. Colonel Clive sailed for Europe in 1760, and was 
succeeded by Mr.' Holwell, the oldest in 'council, who shortly 
after resigned to Mr. Vansittart, who had been appointed 
successor to Colonel Clive. The internal administration’ of 
Bengal had been most wretchedly conducted by Jaffier Khan. 
Guilty of a series of 'crimes and exactions, he was removed 
from the- musnud, and ' succeeded by Cossim Ally Cawn, his 
son-in-law, in whom, however, his supporters were grievously 
disappointed. - He not only reversed all the immunities 
granted by his predecessor, and confirmed by himself, but 
imposed ' heavy duties' on the transport of goods throughout 
the provinces. An embassy ' was 'despatched from the Presi
dency to' ’ the Nabob, with the view of promoting a good 
understanding between him and the English: ' the result 'was 
hot only unsuccessful, but the deputation, passing' through 
MoorS^i^idabad on ' their return to Calcutta, were fired upiua 
by orders from the Nabob. Mr. Amyatt, who had been afthe 
head of the deputation, with many 'others, were killed, and the 
rest taken 'prisoners. ' ,

Previously to this catastrophe, intelligence had reached 
Mr. Ellis, the chie^ at Patna, 'that 'the ' Nabob was determined 
on host^li^^^:^'; that gentleman ' immediately planned an ' attack 

upon
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' upon the ' Mogul guard, for the ' pu^^i^s^fJ'of seizing - cityji
the'project failed; the English were routed; Mr. ElSlStjHMr.i 
Lushington, and -inany other gentlemen were taken -prisoners? 
and ithe - Nobohi-ordered an indiscriminate slaug^l^t^s^rndfi ' all 
Englishmen found in the several^- districts.' 7 When, tintelliin 
genCe -of these events'' reached- Calcutta, the council - det^eC^^'j 
mined on deposing Meer - tCoss:^:m; and,-.(^n^theT7thfof Jniy-, 
1763, .Jailier .(Khan, wl^c» - had been residing' at .Calcutta 'sinrcistj 
the acces^iiOri ' of .-his - son-in-law, Meer - Cossim, re-asoi^^i^t^^s 
the. musnud»( -Cossim -retired - tO' Mong^he^er. • Th^ hatt^Ie;.-.^^' 
Gheria took,plac©; his army, c6nsisti^:^!g. of - twelve'htt£li^O^B^el 
dfo sepoys -.an^e^■ ^ifteen' thousand - ho^rs^sj, ' were'.compliett^ly der! 
feate'd - by .Major. Adams . with three thousand t^r^c^c^j^isrjisevenh 
hHneree•. (ane-fifty of which ^^:re - Europe^ans': t^l^l^J(•lp^l^!^leed(" 
oh • to I iM^o^nghir, 1 .Wl^^re t they > learnt that.- Meer COsstmI^l^^el t 
caus^; two hundred English- to - be murdered, through thesf 
instrume^tidity of Sumroo, a renegade French so^l^el^^rill’£^^e^^l^i 
favourite general - of Cossim, who had fled to Patna; thithe^) 
the.' English force- hastened, -which place they took hy fsfoitn 
on'. the 6th of November 1763. .The Nabob sought-rreft^ge^l 
in the territories - of Sujah Dowlah, who had been csOnfir^m^V, 
by. the. Mogul as perpetual Vizier of the empire for his.'s^^^rvic^e^s// 
against the Mahrattas -at the battle of Paniput in - 176L - /i , mi 

The Mogul - and Vizier jointly- mantersted- er^(^rm^i^I^e2d( 'ibo^- 
ttltey to - the English. Major Munro (aetrrwares Sir Hr;cCrr)dl■. 
who had'arrtvrd from.-Bombay, assumed the 'commJ^l[^(^‘-^je 
British eorcr in the month of May; in Sept^rmbr^■ he orderrett 
a general rendezvous of the troops, - and, on the 22d of lOcttwi. 
bti^rencami^i^^, -within- gun-s.^(^t.of the - enemy’s. iicamp; ;nrav n 
Buxan The Mogul troops- C^^•^i^<^r^<^ed the. -'act^i^i^m afterl/an 
severe conflict, tliry.wrrr - completely defeated. Sujah' -D^o^wfah -1 
f^e^'Ip - Al^a^habad, - six .thousane of his troops were left- .eead'J 
on the firld, and -one hundred and thirty- ptrcrs oI;- cannotr(t 
were taken.- This victory- was '-most important to the Britiislbu 
tntrrrsts i^n^'. - India.^' - The Vizier, the only Mogu.1 -chie^ .^whoq 
r^afned any power, was completely -reduced; Cossim- - ■wai(for^lJ 
eve^'eeprived of any power or territory - in- Bengal- ;^.a^d' .thrir 
En^p^^or, Shah Aulum,. who had-been a-s^l^ate .-s -of^<^|
hffl^dege by the Vizier, - being-'once more master of his- oWn" !

. actions,
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actions, applied, to' the British general for protection'.^? :He- > 
was ’accordingrl^y received in the British camp with ‘the honour^-? 
due to his rank, ■ and accompanied Colonel Miinro to Benares.!

Colonel Cl-iv^^;■ who had been raised to the peerage, after hi^s*-'" 
ret^nr to Europe was appointed, in 1764, commai^i^^<^:^-^i^i^-i 
chiefs president and governor in-Bengal, together with four- 
gentlemen, who formt^cd-a‘select committee, and* were'e^^.;. 
powered to act by ‘their own authority, without consulting- 
the council. His Lordship reached Madras in April ■ 
The Vizier, .after the ■ battle of Buxar, endeavoured to obtain 
the aid of ■ the- Mahrattasi of the Rohilla chiefs, and of ■the^'' 
Jats. A skirmish took place on. the 3d of Ma;y; the whol^ of < 
the. troops were dispersed, and the Vizier, finding his . . affairs;’, 

'desperate, ■ resolved to ■ throw on the generosity .tof^l
the ■ Eng^^iii^li? Negotiations and arrangements were entered. 
into, by ‘which NudJum-^^t^-^^Dowlah, the son of JafEier Khan, ■^: 
was secured' in the ‘station ‘of soubahdar of Bengal, Bah^a^^/. and?" 
Orhs^£i.i.. ..... ; . * i;' ■'«

" ‘Sulah D^owlah, in that of Nabob Vizier of Oude, and' the(. . 
Emperor Shah Auluni, by a phirmaund dated the 12th' >
Augustt 17b5, ■ granted to the East^India Company the De-..* 

wanny., or^. Collection of the Revenue oe Bengali, Ba-;, 

hak^ and? Orissaw ■ ' ll •.

Lord Clive returned to England in the year 1767. The 
affairs ■ of India had excited considerable attention ■ in the . 
public ‘mind.. Parliamentary- interference had already regulated '■' 
the ■ declaration of dividends i and, ■ by the 'tlr Geo. III,i e. 57,. 1 

and^i 9th Geo; ■ III, c. *24., the ‘temit^rial acquisitions, and rev<^- l 
nues-were 'continued to the Compai^;y for certain per^i^ds," a^t^i.b 
under ‘ certain' regulations. ..In 1769, the •state' of the Conn<f 
pany’s* affairs ■in India having been under'the Court's '.serious*, 
cdnsideration,. they ■determined , on ■ recommending ‘to the. prh«.'1 
prietors‘ . ithe measure of ■ sending out a commission of three;*'* 
gentleihen; ability «i^d ' experience, to ■ superintend all. .their ■
presidencies and‘ settlements, with full power, ‘over the sametof 
to.correet ‘iH abuses, and to dismiss or suspend suc^' sehvants-‘ i 
asimigh-t; appear-do have been concerned therein. Thisprox* 
position Was submitted to a General Court oit the l2th of July . 
176^5>S and carried by a majority of twenty votes; the hun^tfers'd

, *!.!. • for
4
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for it bping two hun^c^i'c^cj and .seventyr^icine, and against 'it two 
hundred and fifty-nine. , ,
. The commiss.ioners*, were appointed by ballot on the ,19th 

July, , by three hundred . and fourteen votes to two hundred and 
ninety-eight. . . , . i • .

■ Advices from Madras having been re^d in a Court pf J’l’Qn 
prieti^j^is, on the following day, announcing the suspension of 
measures for procuring investments,, in ^consequence of .the 
want of funds to • carry. on the war against .Hyder Ali, .who 
had threatened, and shortly afterwards ove^rrun the Carnatic, 
a • requisition for a Special Court was given in; •and,;pnthe 
27th July,' it was moved that application should be made to. his 
Majesty’s Government for some ships of the line - .bieing sent out 
for the security of the Company’s possessions in the East;, and 
likewise that two battalions .of land forces might .be also giai^nted 
for -the proteetion of their -settlements. The General, Court 
agreed to apply for some ships;- but. deemed the Company’s 
own troops, if properly recruited, to be suf^cient for the, Com
pany’s service. , ,

His Majesty’s Government were not disposed to grant a 
naval force, unless' the commander of such force was invested 
with powers as plenipotentiary fort treating with Hyder Alh 
the Mahrattas, &c. The Company were averse to arming 
him with such powers. Government, were still of opinion 
that they should be conceded; but subsequently suggested 
that • they might .be confined to his having. a voice on .all ques
tions connected with peace and war. The. objections of the . 
directors and proprietors to this modification not being removed, 
it. was. urged by Government that the commission proposed . to 
be sent out was illegal; and, moreover, that his Majesty ..could 
not consent to permit his forces . to be subjected toi,possible 

.employment, contrary to the engagement by treaty to acknow- 
dedge. the legal titles of the Soubah . of the Deccan, and Nabob 
of the Carnatic. .. , . . ,
-1 .Lord We^y^mouth, who. conveyed such intimation to ..t^e 
directorsj'.desired, that. the sense .of tlhe General Court should 

!be taken upon . it., .On the .15th .of August, the .day .appointed
I , , for

* Henry Vansi^ittart, Luke S^raft^n, .and Francis Fordc,!Esqs. . - •
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for the General Court, another letter was read from his Lord
ship, in which he ' recapitulated the object contemplated in 
his former communic^^^^'^n; and concluded by stating that, 
“'The difE^tcu^lty of a sole plenipotentiary, if ever it existed, ■ is- 
“ remo-^^d: the crown does not desire to interfere w^th 
“ powers of the commission; wants no authority ■ over your 
“ ‘ servants, nor any direction or inspection of your commercial 
“'affairs; disclaims even ■ a recommendation of any .person to 
“ be employed in it: in shorty only wishes to be enabled to 
“ 'ass;ist you effectually ■; and, in order to that, finds it necessary 
“■ 'to have a share in the deliberations and resolutions of ■ the 
“ Company, merely with regard to the ' two objects of peace 

and war, when his Majesty’s forces are to be employed.” 
The proposed commission was declared by the attorney 

general, and the Compai^^^’s counsel, to be free from any legal 
objections. The ■ question of giving a voice to the naval com- 
mander-^^^^-^i^l^i^^iF in discussions as to peace and .war, was consi
dered in successive General Courts, and finally rejected on the 
13th of September.
'' Sir John Lindsay was nominated comm^n^(^:^-^i^in^chii^;f of 
ihe- .Ring’s ships in Indi^; he was likewise appointed by the 
Company to take the command of all their vessels of war . in the 
Indian seas, and to treat and settle matters in the Persian 
l^r^l^ph. The commissioners were permitted to embark' on
board his Majesty’s frigate Aurora. Although no official inti
mation was received of any king’s ship being ordered to India, 
it appears that two frigates, of which the Anson was one, were 
f^iBspatched for that station. No intelligence 
ceived of the Aurora, or of her passengers, 
England. ■

It subsequently appeared, that without the
i^he Company, ■ or any intimation of the fact being made ■ to 
the Court of D^ii^e^co^-rsi a commission under the great seal 
had passed, appointing . Sir John Lindsay his Majesty’s pleni
potentiary, ^^th- powers ■' to negociate and conclude ar^^ioge- 
ments with the Indian sovereigns g^enerally. The danger and 
embar^ia^s^s^f^nt ■ anticipated by the authorities both ■ abroad, and 
at home, from the existence of two independent authorities, 
was experienced to. the utmost exte^tt . .

was ever re* 
after quitting

knowledge of

So
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' So extensive, did Sir John Lindsay consider his powers, that^;
he called upon the council -to 'attend him when he proceeded 
to deliver the King’s present to the Nabob. The council' were ' 
unanimous in refusing a compliance with such a requis^^tion. 
The interviews between Sir John and the Nabob were pro
ductive -of the greatest inconve:nii^;^i^(e; and were calculated to 
lead to results extremely prejudicial to the British interests in 
India. Under all these circumstance^ the council earnestly 
pressed on the directors, thft necessity of procuring ' his recal 
from India. This measure accordingly took place; but the 
same power was vested in Sir Robert Harlahd, who succeeded 
to the naval command. The exchange ' was not productive - of 
more favourable re^’^ll^ss: had the counsels either of Sir John 
Lindsay or Sir Robert Harland prevailed, the British interests 
in India would have been plunged into the greatest confu^^i^n; 
but the line ' of conduct pursued by the East-India Company, - 
which was characterized both by prudence and firmness, 
averted the evils which were apprehended.

The necessity which had arisen for the appointment of the . 
former commission in 1769, daily grew more apparent; public - 
attention was directed to the affairs of Indisa; the Company’s 
finances had become more embarrassed; and the King’s speech, . 
at the opening of Parliament in January 1772, hinted at the 
necessity of Parliamentary interference in the concerns of 
India in the following ter:^i^: “ the concerns of this country 

are so various and extensive, as to require the ■ most vigilant . 
and active atte^^i^i^n; and some of them, as ' well from. ; 
remoteness of place, as from other circumstances, are so 
peculiarly liable to abuses, and exposed to danger,, that the 
interposition of the Legislature for their protection may. 
become necessary.”
The address of the ' House of the Commons assured hiiis

Majesty, that they should think it their duty to endeavour, 
by every regulation in their' power, to remedy the evils adverted. 
to; which, in their consequences, might so essentially affect 
the interests and honour of . this country. . , ■

On the 4th of March 1772, ' it was resolved in General. . 
Court, that immediate application should be made to - the - 
crown for an act for the better regulating the Company’s 

affairs
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affairs ant" servants in India; and, On the 30th of March, 
leave was;' given to Mr. Sullivan and other members, to bring 
in 'a bill for such purposes.

'The bill was presented to' the House, and read a first time 
oli the T3th of April.

On the same day it was resolved in the Commons, that a 
select committee of thirty-^ne members should be appointed to 
inquire’ into the state, nature, and condition of the Company, 

, and of the Jlritish affairs in the East-Indies.
■ TJie committee was chosen on the I5tb ; Colonel Burgoyne' 

being chairman.
The bill introduced by Mr. Sullivan on the 13th ’of April 

was read a second time on the 4th of Ma^; the votes being on 
the question, fifty-eight to forty-one. On the 18th, on a 
motion for ztie House resolving itsel:f into a committee upon 
the bill,' the votes were forty-nine , tC' twe^i^;^-^1^’^o: the 
Commons being afterwards counted, and forty members 
not being present, the House adjourned, and the bill w'as 
dropped. '

On the 26th of May, the Select Committee submitted a 
report to’ the House of their proc^i^(^ii^<^is; and, on the 9th of ' 
June, ’ Parliament was prorogued.

In the month of September 1772, the Court of Proprietors 
came to a resolution, at the recommendation of the Court of 
D^irect^ors, to send out another superintending commission, 
with extraordinary powers, to regulate their affairs in Ind^si: 
it was to consist of nine members; six to be sent from ’this 
country, viz., Lieutenant-General Moncton, Edward Whee
ler, W. D^t^vaynes, G. Cumming, P. Lascelles, and D. We^ir, 
Esquires.

The Court of Di^rectors were called upon at this period to 
state what instructions they proposed sending out as to the 
policy to be observed towards the Mahrattas and Hyder Ally.' 
The Court professed to observe a strict neutrality.

To relieve the Company's pecuniary concerns, propositions 
were submitted to his«Majesty’s Government to commute the 
debt from the Company to the public, on account of duties 
on customs, indeihnity on tea, &c. of £^^,2^00,000, by the pay- 

2 b ment
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ment of an equal swri due' from the public tb the Goippanyl 
To this Lord North strongly obj^ected; his Lc^rdshi^piii^k^iWvife 

of the Company borrowing a further .sum /Miijier 
their 'seal at the 'same time he desired to he .furi^shedwith 
sundry accounts, 'in order that a more proper iheth’od'might 
be considered of assisting the Company before- the. meeting 
of Parliament. ‘ ,

Parliament appears to have been summoned earlier ' thaii 
had been intended, for the purpose of 'giving them ■ an oppo^ik 
tun^ty of' entering into a full consideration of the affairs of ’ the 
East-India Company, as .will appear by the following extract 
from the King’s speech on the 26th of November ' i

“ It is impossible that I can ' look with indifference upon 
“ whatever concerns either the, commerce and revenue of the 
J*' kingdom at large, ■ or the private rights and int^^e^sts of 'co®- 

siderable numbers among my people. ' Neither can I be 
insensible how materially every one • of these greait objects

“ must be interested in the maintenance of- the credit and 
prosperity of the East-India Company. When, therefo^r^, 
I received information of the dif^^ulties in ''which that Cbm- 
pany appear- to be involved, ' I determined to give you' an 
early opportunity of informing yourselves fully of ' the true 
state of their affairs, and of making such provisions for the 
common benefit and security of all the various interests 
concerned, as you shall find best adapted to the exigencies 
of the case.” . ■ i
On the same day, the House of Commons agreed to appoint

a committee of secrecy, of thirteen members, to inspect the 
affairs of the Company ' ; they were chosen on the ' SQthni^if 
Novembi^ir; Alderman Harley being the chairman. - t

The Select Committee of thirty-one members, which had 
been chosen on the 13th of April, was re-appointed. ' ' •

The Committee of Secrecy w’jas instructed to enquire in the 
first place, as to the appointment of the superintending com- 
taission, and intimation was given that the committee would 
meet at the India-House on the 1st of December 1772, for whiihh 

■ day a General ' Court had been ' summoned. The' committee 
met accordi^^gllj^j and the Chairman and

■■■ • ■ • . •'........... ' • “ ^-'-having

ii
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h’aVinjg’attended the committee, they were acqu!^i^i^t^(^(^,'i'.that 
should it ■ be found any material interruption was given by the 
employment of any of the Company’s servants, the 'committee 
would regulate their proceedings, so as to interfere as little 
as.^^^^-sib^le with the necessary business of the Company. -

In the General Court, a motion was made for the appoint
ment of' a committee of twenty-five proprietors. During the 
debate, 'the attendance of the chairs was requested at the Secret 
Committee. The Chairman • desired to know the sentiments 
of the General Court thereon; when the D^eputy-Chairman 
was directed to inform 'the Secret Committee that the General 
Court was sitting, and ■ they desired that the presence of the 
chairs at the committee might be dispensed with.

On the 7th of De^c^e^mber, the Secret Committee appointed 
on the 26 th November, surprised a’ considerable part of the 
H^c^us^e; who 'considered the shortness of the time and the mag
nitude of the subject of inquiry, by a report on the affairs of 
the Company. In this Report it was stated, that though the 

, Company were much distressed in money matters, they were 
notwithstanding preparing to send out an expensive commis
sion of supervision to India, 'which woul^d. still add to that dis
tress; and that it was the opinion of the committee, that a bill 
should ' be brought in to restrain the Company for a limited 
time from sending out any such commission of supervision. 
This proposition caused great alarm, not 'only to tfie gentle
men who were more immediately interested in the affairs of 
the ■ Company, but to those who considered it merely as an 
invasion of legal 'rights and the principles of the constitution 
in general. It accordingly occasioned 'a very warm and pro
tracted 'debase: leave was, however, given to bring in a bill 
to prevent the Company from appointing com^^^i^!^ii^i^<^ir>; 
the minister declaring that' no hostile intentions whatever 
Were ' conceived against the Company, but that it' was the 
.ji^t^^i^ition of .Parliament, and the great wish of administration, 
to .render it a great company, .and to settle it on a permanent 
foundation. , . .

The Court of Proprietors on 'the 11th of resolved
to petition the House of Commons in support of their right 
to send out commissioners, and prayed to he heard by counsel;

2 B 2 On,
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Orif‘^h6:’5^8l:'h'lof' D^eeen^b^^rf’UigCO^K^p^arty’-J 'pC'titioHiAs'^^tl^cl, 
and'^^SiOt^'riiSet 'wiete hea^r^c^' against the- bill,; but’^h'edj^ietioil^fbif 

'the - bill being tead -a third- time, passed by a* large ‘ntaJofityJnUi 
•''Reports' from the -Secret Committee were prtssenfecii-tee't^lie' 
House - oh the'ITth - of Dec^e^mber 1772, and on the'9thb^^P^<b^riiri‘ 
i^ry'1773; and referred to a committee of -the -whole -House- otP 
the 2d of March. On that day a petition was presented froaii 
the Company, praying fijr a loan of £^1,500,000. On - the'24th 
oiT'- March, a further report from the Committee -of St^trt^(?y 
was presented. ■ ■, ■ ' t j . ,

‘ - Int’erviews had taken place between the chairs and -Lord
North, as to the proposition which -the - court should - subihit 
for the fj^lture government of the Company. The - Generrae 
Court on -the 12th of February authorized the chairs to reqtttjtf 
hiis'Majesty’s ministers -to state what provisions t^tiey mig^h^t;' 

' think- assuring them that the - propr^t^^t^^^';would
co-operate in - promoting the public good. Lord No^rt^h inl-bI^mt^C^' 
the court that his Majesty’s Government cotild- not feel war- 
i^anted in- i-(^<^(^i^i^(^)^^ing or proposing any plan, and thatf^ef 
the - Company’s past - experience did- not enable -them to Stigge^StT 
such -plan, that it could take its rise alone in Parliament;- - -flt 

Various discussions took place in the Coiu^t of Proprietors aS’ 
to the estab'lishment of a new court of judicature: but no spe^-* 
cific- resolution had been adopted for the - future’
the - Company’s affairs. , ■ ■ ■ , ’< -“• d ’..''1

!■ On - the 27th of April, the chairman from the- comrnittee ofT 
the - whole house reported sundry resolutions; amongst the i^<estp 
that £^1,400,000 appeared to be suf^i^i^ient for the present' relief' 
ofthe - Company, “ - provided at the same time due care be -takef'’ 
‘t to Secure, by proper regulations, the future good gov^e^rT^n^i^ne 
‘t"of the- Company’s - affah's.” ^q.i’

These resolutions were considered by the -General-Cburt ‘ 
o^'"the- 29th of that month; the Company petitioned rgai’jist 
the^thy’ urging that the territorial revenues were derived through' 
their--C^Iftt^^^t^e,iirl- crpital'; - that the limitation in possi^'^siiig^ th-eir' 
teftttC^^^i^t^S -in India Was altogether arbitrary;- and tliey appealed' 
to-ia-leg^a'l-dj^e^ii^i^'on rgrins^■ the'- proposition for-- the pay'mentof *' 
three-fourths -ofthe- surplus' nett- profits'- of the - Cbmpany^i^'t -h^tfiej 
after'-tlte 'payment of eight per cent.’ Into the tre^aS^iryj^.^e , ;'-. --.jf n- ’ 

‘ '■ : The

    
 



,ba^^l'»e^]^tpition^! :^ws presented . Dii ■ the ' 3d,M^^«Lf>I ihoW**l
i«SoIniced''"!’ihstt;j’th«s^f'rep<^i^l^S'; fronr, the. C.QMnittt«^,^i^)^f;>:^^<^riX^y;P^ 
ihirteehj^.iand the .committee of thirtyT^we memlfeE^ .shopld fj^* 
eonsideredt .on.jthe lOih May wlii<I^^-^^ay . resolutions.,"tyere
adopted'-decla^ratory of the right .of die crown -to ad acquisitions 
made under' the ■ in^uence of a military force, ' or by treaty -i^jith 
for^gh princes. . , _-v
dithi- thie ith May 1773, the' minister moved a series - of. .i^es^o^f 

ludons.'.which'.were the foundation of the regulating act. The^ 
seventh resolution provided, that a superiority^' be given to thg 
Presidency of Bengal over the other presidencies in ( India. 
This (measure was deemed to - be absolutely necessary,, . as-,^h^^ 
being furnished with - equal and separate powers in maUersthat . 
relatedi to war, peace, and alliance, had frequently been proo 

« d^^tive -of. great disorder, confusion, and conIrahiction.t^'ani^ 
dresji- proposed superiority only -related -to general affairs,.;an^ 
hlh^■OOt' -at -ad - jritierfere with the -internal- regulation, ... - ,.<1

. .TiThe> -i^i^i^ieral Court, on the- same day, resolved, that- tbo 
nhads, should, wait on Lord North to obtain, - in -.writing,,,- a, 
qjo^j^-^oO, hts, proposed- plan, and ' to state to hiS - Lorhship,- that, 
the Courts, of D^^iec^tors, - had nearly completed such -regHlat^o^,, 
ath tvo«^hl^;"l^«^''mosI effectual to promote the --welfai^ie,of,...the 
Company, &c. His Lordship declineh to furnish a copy. .. <.7
'tfDn-'t^he .l/tth-May, - the General -Court-came to a resolutionjs ' 
by ballot, that the chairs should wait on Lord -North and'pointi 
dut the- obtections they enIerIained to the propositions,' unher ' 
fl^ich'.ai loan was to be made to -the Company. tHis Lorh^lHpi 
rupliedfOn -the 17th, 'and stated, that if there -was no -prps^eq^t 
of.^;an -agteement between -the Company and 'the put^l[i<t «l"h®tr> 
Parliam'ent -must apply iIse^^:f to a -consideration of - what'Othei?* 
steps it might be fit to take with reference to the - whole-i^of lathes 
interests .'ooncerneh. ' ■n- - . . ve^j^T

i>5n." the -?8Ih May," Lord North presented,the bill, ttitirho 
House"..- 'As it 'exciIed.' very gi^Iieral -alarm,- not only with 'fes.pcctt 
IQI4hie,' Company, - but - as, being consihereh 2d^ng^<^l^<^^^^Slci^l^^i^t.•t 
tin^<^<nc^jr"- IQr.^he" 'J^loni^.IiIutiOn ,olf; -the !co^i^niiy^tji-,.it;!WaSiddgq3J 

, thnsly .ct>IRbIe^d in.'evety.- poinLofits progressIcevei'y. queshi<81eI 
eyetffC:e^>l^<g!cIfl^hbeytly^<ahdiIipnt -wast :pEO^u,e.lhye f"^lf 
hebaIe and. •pfnff^it^yisibim ".r-Hptxffe Ibe;<^v^«tla^i51>lrhichf4ti8ltS^^s 

■ trlf^ 2 B 3
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the establishme:nt '.of a governor and' council in Bengal, alter 
long debates, and a variety of amendments t^e^ii^jg proposed and 
rejected, it was at length put, whether 'the right of -nominating 
the governor and council should be vested in the Crown or in 
the Comp<mn^': it was carried in favour of the former.

This appointment of executive officers by. Parliament was 
highly ' condemned as unconstitutional, most pernicious in its 
example, productive ■ of faction and intrigue, and calculated for 
extending a corrupt influence in the Crt^own; as freeing mi
nisters from al^' responsibility, whilst it leaves them all ' the 
effects of patronage. ‘

Nol^withstanding the opposition, the bill was read' a third 
time, and passed on the 19th June, and received 'the rovi^l. 
assent on the 21st of that month. '

On the 1st July Parliament was prorogued, when the King, 
in his speech, adverted to the measures adopted with reference 
to India, in the following term^:—

. “ I cannot close this session without assuring you, that I
’ “ have observed with much satisfaction the zeal, assiduity,, 

and perseverance with which you have applied yourselves 
to the very important business which at the meeting of Par
liament I recommended to your particular .attention; and 
trust that the laws which have been the residt of your de
liberations, will be found to answer the salutary purposes' for 
which they were intended.” . . . ,
Thus was established the Regulating Act of the 13th Geo.

Ill, cap. 63, which first laid down any specific laws for the 
government of the affairs of India, and for the appointi^^'nt of 
a governor-general and council. Alterations and modi^f^^ca- 
tions have been made from time to time, which will be shortly 
noticed. . ■ .

In 1*781, the power of appointing to the office of gc^v^e^i^n^oifr 
generaTwas vested in . the Court of D^:^iec^tors, subject to his ” 
Majesty’s approbation : in 1784, such power was confirmed, 
and in ‘1'786, it waS declared that his Majesty’s ap'pnob^i^^i^i^i^' of 
the parties nominated by the Court was not necessary. •' 

“ In that year, Mr. Dundas brought in a bil^ for amending ■ die
*^'act pas^d in 1*84, for regulating the government of the Comi 

pan'y. Previous, to thufirst mention of the subject byMr.-D^un^c^is^
- ‘ ' ‘ ' ■ Mr.

“ ■
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and thirdly, by authorizing him to

not. The bill was committed on the 22d of

GQyEp^lSMIENJ'S ■ .l^N JNIJJA.
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l^fr. Frf^ci3 Ji^d moved fqr leave to bring in a bill with the samp 
;jitl<%,lbut ,mnch more extensive jn its objects. Upon this motion 
,thq .pce,vio,us question was put^ and carried without a division, 
j, 3^11^6 .principal object of Mr. . Dundits’s bill was to eidarge 
the powers of tine' governo:^^^en^i^^^^l; first, by vesting in him 
the nomij^^a^ii^n. to ■vacant seats in counc^^; secondly, by 
.uniting . the offices of governor-general and commander-in- 
(^Ihi^f’ . of the fort^i^ss;
.decide upon every measure, whether ■ his council agreed 
with hi^n or
March, when the clauses conferring so extraordinary a degree 

jpf power on the governor-general were opposed by Mr. 
I .Bururjievl^o prc^teteet^ in tlitj ftro^^<i^(^sf t^erers aga^init l^htjprini^ 
ciple of a bill which, he said, was to introduce an arbitrary 
and deepetic gevernment in India, on the false pretence of its 

^ti^f^<^i^ji greatly to the strength and security of the Britieh pos
sessions .there, and giving energy, vigour, and despatchi its 

1 ceneiant featuree . bfing weakness,. debility, and delay, In 
l^^swer to these ebjectiene, Mr. Dundas contended, that before 
gentlemen took upon -them to charge the empooering the 

.i^(^^^f^t^E^er-general to act in cases of emergency without the 
f.concurrence of the council, as the introductien of arbitrary 
.g^c^ve^fnment, it behoved them to prove, that arbitrary govern
ment depended more upon one person governing than toe, 
a position which he believed it would not be easy to make 

,,out. He had ever considered the governing by known 
iaoe,, the preservatien of -all the nights. and ftanchises of 

' subjecte, and teial in aU caeee of preperty by the . eetablished • 
judicature of the country, as the invariable and undoubted 
proofs of fteedom. This was the neal• case with India; the 
pereen entrusted with the administration of the country was, 
indeed.^' vested with more peoer; but he had, thenefone, the 

; gteater ■ neepensibLlity, though in caeee of great emergency he 
' was allowed to act without the cencutrence ■ of his coui^c^ii; 

icyet he, .had . etill his council . to advise with, . and they were 
always about him as checks and controls on his conducett: in 

vfaet, in preportion as he had more persenal• peoe^•, ,so had .the , 
billi previded -more nesponslbillty. All the, mischief.,,and all 

.. thp lniefortunee which had for yeare taken place in -India, he 
nZ ' 2 b 4 was

    
 



■Jy,ft®> 'ftfWp 4ong ■ Btid ' attentive .inquirjy; iht^o^i ‘.the^iijflfSiirs
spuitrrj^> ■.a-^iose entirely from tlje party principles offitlie 

t^^ii^l^(^j^r;of the different councils in existence the^i^t^JjandL'it^Ks 
factious scenes' which those councils.had almost uni^^c^l^^Jl pre^i 
,^nted. i The bill was supported by large, majorities ■ in 'i^c^t^li 
Houses, and finally passed into a law. (26 Geo. HI, capjlf’f^.!)-^!

The following is a summary of the existing laws ■: ' ■■ '1
,• The go^yernmerit-.general of Bengal continues'upVem<j: 
the ■ presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay, are 'subor
dinate to it. The Government of Bengal consists ■ of'a govafi 
nor-general and three members of counfcil: the subordinate 
presidencies, 'in the 'particular ■ cases of concluding ■ treaties with 
(^the native 'powers in India, levying war, making peace,, coll- 
lecting and applying revenues, levying and employing forces, 
and,, in general, in ,all matters of civil and military admii^^si- 
tration, are placed under the superintendence of 'the go^vCr^- 
mept-general of Bengal; and, in all cases, are to obey^- itb 
orders,, unless the 'directors should have sent ■ Mistructions to 
t^t^ie contrary, not known to the government■^l^en^l^^l; buty in 
such 'case, the subordinate presidencies are to give the govern- 
(I'nent-general immediatie notice of the same. ' . > ■' ■ 'O'

. The civil members of council are to be appointed from 
the list of civil servants who have resided ten years in ' the 
r^^vil service in India. . . :
, . .When a vacancy of g^overnor-general or governor may 
happen, and no provisional ■ successor appointed, it is to' ■ be 
filled up by the senior of the civil counsellors, till a sue* 
cessor shall arr^'^ie; the vacant seat in council, occasioned 
by this contingency, is during the time to be supplied from 
dieif senior' . merchants, at the nomination of' the acting'g^dver- 
^^o^r-igenera]!; if only one counsellor shaU then remain,' the 
-Goyernp^^^General has power, in case of vacancies in counc^i^l^j 
tp., supply them from the senior merchants ' uhti^' successors, 
jJ'M.ly appointed, shall take their seats. In 'all these case:^,’'the 
.salaries (.(>r allowances ait! to attach to the acting m^m^ll-rs 
(tyliileip,xffBce. -■ , ■ ' .. '• ... j.fi'
5(jIp.,Ca5?e' any ' inember of council shall he ' disabled ■. from 
aHelhdii^h- by 'taaual ■allne.-s^ or ' Ihfirm■^l^;^t>'’provisIon is, tnadei 'to 

' sup^Jly?.l.le plaeej.,,!. ' ‘ i',,'
.. Upon
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' of- any governor, or member of -^ove^jri^*- 
mfai^ity from - Indiii'for Europi^,^'or of any written intim^^’ti^dii 
dr^lir^f^:red - in.- by them to such effect, such departure, or writing', 
is tp be held-as an avoidance of office;.- ‘ ‘
J' -The..mode of conducting business in the Council Board'*is 
as follows ‘ ’

The subjects proposed by the President are first to be dis
cussed, and he is to have the power of adjourjning- any ques- 
tionsi which may be proposed by the members of council, 
but -not more than twice, and not longer than fort;^^-eight hours 
each- time. '
•'/■All-orders are to be expressed as 'made by the Gove^t^nor- 
General - in Council. Powers are given -to the Governor-General 

- act contrary to' the opinions of the members of coum^ii-; 
biib iin - such, cases, the Governor-General, is alone to be respon
sible. - Qn such occasions the Governor-General and counsel
lors are to communicate to each other their opinions and 
se^asons, by minutes in writing, and to meet a second time ; 
and -(i^ both - retain their first opinions, the minutes are - to 
be! entered on the consultations, and the orders of the- Gover
nor-General are to -be deemed valid and put in execution.
, I In 'the event of the Governor-General visiting any subor
dinate presidency, he is vested with the power to appoint 
a vice-president, to act in Bengal during his absence, -who, 
with the council, are to administer the government in that 
presidency only, the authority of tlie Governor-General, and 
that of his counsel, are transferred to the Council Board of 
tlie -Presidency, where he may be present, except in judicial 
eases.! . . - ■ .
• r When -the Governor-General, is at a subordinate presidency, 
the goveimor of that presidency is only to have one - voice - in 
counciit: his other authorities, except in judicial cases, -becom
ing -sus^^-nd.ed; and if the Governor-General should be in -the 
•field,- not attended by a council, all the governments ant'd 
officers I are - to -obey his orders, -he alone being responsible. 
These extraordinary powers, however, are not to extend - to 
thei imposing' -of taxes, nor to- any act which, might not - be 
done by the whole council, nor to qny judicial casi^,^or -to the 
suspension of any standing -order of governm^i^it; a'nd thesse 

powers
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.■powe-s of the ,Govei-^<^)^-General are not.l^p be - exeycispj|,b,y 
.persons casuplly succeeding to . the temporary gove-pnienl;^|, 
It < The Government is laid under .rest-ictions - to p-eY^^^'t.waf, 
.of:.extension of territoi’y, in India, unless hostilites agai^r^s^ti lfee 
Company’,, or their allies, should render war and- its conse- 

.qiu^nces unavoidable. , i
The membe-s of the subordinate governments who ,might 

act contrary to this decree, or to the orders of the Gove-Bo-
General, are to be suspended from their offices, or dismissed 
the service, besides being liable - to farthe- punishment. T^O 
subordinate presidencies, for the purposes of p-ese-ving uni
formity -in the system of government, are .-equ^red with exery 
possible despatch to communicate all matters of importance to 
the , Supreme Government. The Gove-nor-Gene-al is vested 
with the power of -apprehending all persons suspected of illicit 
correspondence, of examining and - c-oss-examining witnesses, 
and the evidence - given by them is to be recor^i^d: such per
sons may be tried either in India, or may be sent home fpr 
trial ; the depositions of the witnesses, in the latter case,-are 
to -be .sent home, and to be received in evidence, but subject to 
impeachment in rcs^pect to, the -competency of the witnesi^ia. ,■

In all cases - where there may be an equality of voii^i^a, |the 
acting president of the council is -vested with the, power,,o:f 
giving the casting vote. • >

. Madras.■ ■ ' - ' 'In the year 1625-6, the agents of the Company at Bantam, 
in Java, suggested to the authorities in Europe, the expediency 
of directing • their attention to the trade on the Coromandel 

;coast, and at the close of .the season despatched a vessel from 
rBatavia to Masulipatam with a cargo. In addition to the fac

' tory - at that place, they fixed on a station at Armagon, between 
'Nellore and Pullicat, In 1638, the situation of Armagon 
was-not considei'ed favourable for increasing the Company's 

ix^c^i^^ierice' in that quarter. - Measures -were accon^i^i^jgly {^alken 
Ao.;^- upon a more eligible spot. Mr. Dayi .one -of the,conn
veil - at Mai^i^]^]^j^itiam, - - selec^ted Madraisl^i^l^i^m the. -Naig of ;i^hat 
“distnict- havingi offered to erect a fort at his own cost^ pro- 

.■ 1 vided
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vided' the English would settle there, ' and likewise to 
them' from all 'customs on trade: so'much importance was_ 
attached' to securing this position, , that without' w'i^il^i^ig for; 
instructions from England, ' a .fortification was commenced 'at 
the ' ^e^x^iense ' of the Company, giving to the ' fort the name-of 
Fort St. Georoje; the town retaining its original appel
lation, ' *

' In 1653, Fort St. George was raised to the rank of a presi
dency ; and, on the application of the Company in 1687, ' it 
was incorported by royal charter from his Majesty Ki^ 
Charles. II. The question was agitated before the Privy 
Council, whether such charter should proceed from the King 
under the great seal of England, or from the Company, under 
its broad seal, from being vested with a right to exercise a 
delegated sovereignty in India. His Majesty was pleased to, 
consent to ■ its going under. the . seal of the Company, For the^; 
particulars ' of the discussion before the privy counsel, vide 
The Sovi^j^^iGN. .

In 1692, the French formed a settlement at Pondicherry, on 
the Goi^ist of ' Coromandel. In 1746, a French fleet anchored 
off Fort St. 65«^^rge:, which place capitulated after -u-taining■ 
a bombardment for five days. It was restored. by the treaty of 
'Aix^-la-Chapelle, and delivered up to the English in August 
1749. It was again besieged by M. Lally, ' and the Count 
D’Estaign in 1758, but an arrival of a convoy with troops 
under Admiral Pococke, from Bombay, and the want of sup
plies on ' the part of the enemy, obliged them to raise the 
siege. In 1767, Hyder Ally, one of the most formidable foes 
which the British had to contend with in India, began his 
first operations against the English, ' and approached without 
opposition to the very precincts of Madras. The situation of 
the Company in Bengal compared with their position on the 
Coromandel coast, was very different. In, Bengal, posse—ed 
of the authority of ^e^wan, they were invested with the prin
cipal functions of the internal government of that cou^brr: 

'At Madras,' they were dependants on Mahomed All^j^,) whose 
-^^n^t^e^rest they had uphe^ld; a^d ' who, through their influence, 
’ had been -proclaimed Nabob of the - Carnatic;^. - which -’country 
Was rendered independent of the Nizam. ■ The Nabi^l^,.’un- 

equal
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eqiiiil, to of ;iprotie.eting'. Jis-; ■owa^Somi^E^i^co^S'iIt^j^nsB^!
feitred to .llieijEin^l’ishs who 'already the mark^^me^<^d^-l
iricl of the four Northern Circars -(obtained' from the. Mogifl 
in!;l.765)i the -military defence -'of the .count^ry, allowing ouI.c^H 
its revenues a - sum- proportionale to the expense -.incurred byi 
that - arrangement. A detail , of the ulterior me^a^i^ures^'t'yhich^r 
were adopted with regard to ' the Carnatic, Will be found-, ajndt^r'. 
the -.head of Carnatic 'Commissioners. • -d r

When Bengal was declared to be the seat of die - Govecnqis^i. 
General in Council by the act of the IBth .Geo, 
in 1773, Madras and Bombay were designated preside^n^ce^Si 
subject to Bengal; and it was not until 1784, that the. edmini§;-li 
lration of the effe'irs of each of those seltlemenls was vested in ip 
governor and three counsellors, by the act of the 24lh . .G€Pr'WIl^e 
cap. 25, under which form they are still edmini£^l^t^^e^t^, acco^idl-; i 
i^g to the legislative provisions hereafter 'mentioned. -

Bombay.
The first seHlement of the Ea^t-India Company bn ^ffie ‘ 

western' side of India was at Surat, a populous city in‘‘the '' 
province of Guzerat, where a factory was esleblished in 1 BIW..' 
It became the chief commercial esleblishmenl of the Com
pany, when their egenls were obliged to retire from' Benlamm■, 
The Island of Bombay had been ceded by the crown. of 
tugal to King Charles II, as a part of the dowry of tlie ' Intfsinti^' 
Calherine, who was married to the King in 1661. ' In 16()8j^ 
the King grented the Island of Bombay to the Companj'^^^ 
and in 1687, it was constituted the chief seat of the' Bri^itlk'h^ 
governmem ib India, all the other seHlements being- del‘ 
ciared subordinele ' to it. The Court of Directors considef^'Af’ 
it as the key of India, and it was accordingly to be forlif^■edf 
“ as S^i^i^ng as an and money could make it.” It has already; 
been observed that,-.in 1773, it was declared a pressidt^^i^'il^ -^suDpj 
ject to Bengal; and in 1784 was formed into a -governme^ti^ 
consisting of a governor and three counsellors, under* whii^i'’^ 
form' its affairs continued to be edminislered. 1

■va I'.i 1- i; ■ . s. josn'-'^iJ
Prince of Wales’. Islane^, Singapobe,v and; .^lAf^c,£jA,5 Jixj 
P ULO ■ J^emangi - subseq uently -called: Prineb.eOf ■ -W alei^^ Isle.^^.d,3 

in the SI^Iis ' of- Malacca,' w^' 'gi'affied 'by- .^e Kifi^g1of^fi^u€dei'l
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to iiCompa^i^j^ and • taken ij^osse&^iiJii ■ of 't)j’ fQ^WM’
IflgfliCfseA' the • August 1786, ' under the authority •Of‘the^^
Ba^O^l government. The objects contemplated at the for^^ai 
tiort; of she settlement were both commercial and • politidal’'- 
to.‘cdnnec6 the Bengal and China trade, and procure a 
ward’ port during the north-east monsoon for the refr^^i^i^i^m^i^ ’̂ 
and ‘-rephir of the King’s ships in time of war. Captain Light 
was authorized to receive such colonists as he might judge' 
expedient, ’and to allot such portion of land to each family as cir- 
cnmstances would admit. In 1800, the Court of Directors, from- 
the 'importance of Prince of Wales’ Island in a commercial j^t^iint’ 
of ‘view, ‘issued orders that a senior civil servant from • Bengal' 
fully competent to 'the charge should be immediately appointedt 
superintendant of the island. The Bengal government, in. the* 
int^e^ii^n^^. had appointed Sir George Leith, Bart., to 'the charge^ ' ’ 

. In 1805 it was determined that the future system of man^^ing; 
the affairs at that settlement should be by a governor . and 
three other members of council, who were accordingly 
nominated ' and proceeded to their duty in the course of that 
yww^, .V' . • ,. _ *

The same system was continued until the year 1825, with 
the exception .of the members of council being reduced to two, 
in, .addition to the governor. In the year 1819 Sir Stamford 
Raffles, then Lieutenant Governor of Bencoolen, was deputed 
by th^ Governor-General the Marquis of Hastings to proceed . 
to ' the ' .Straits of Malacca, with the view of fixing upon some; 
settlement in the Eastern Archipelago, which should present, .a 
fav<^^i^i^l^le. position for counteracting the efforts which the . 
D^utch 'were exerting to engross the whole of the trade of the ' 
Eastern . Tslands,, to the total exclusion of the British U'ader. 
The. .result Was the acquisition of the island of S!n'a.af)or<^._ 
considerable . differences arose out of this transaction,—the . 
Dutch contending that by treaty with the state of Rhio,' to 
which they .represented Singapore as subject, we had no ’' 
right or pretension to fix the 'British flag .on the ■
tlement. In order to adjust such difference, and to remove , 
all fufthrfr-‘t^^urr’ bf. disagreement ‘ between thl^''’agrn^'6f • the 

, British!^ !^l^t^:’'’iSert^e^rll^Qds governments • . in"Ir^c^i^a^<i *. ' negptm- 
tiof^^>yW^iiipered aA' Greats. B^ritain .in 182.3, antt- brought .tor at; 
conclusion in’ 1824, when a treaty between his Britannic 

Majesty
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Majesty and the King of the Netherlands, bearing date ' the ITth 
March in that year, -was concluded and signed; by 'which ' the 
British- agreed to withdraw -from the island of. Sumatra, -ceding 
{with the consent of the East-India Company) the settle^^nt of 
Beneoolen and its dependencies to the Dutch, in exchange for 
which the whole of the Dutch possessions on the continent trf" 
India, as well as the settlement of Malacca, were transferred to 
Greitt Britain, with the undisputed possession of Singapore.

The said possessions ' on the continent of India, together- 
with -the island of Singapore and the -settlement of Malacca, 
were transferred to the East-India Company, under the pr^ci- 
visions of the 5th Geo. IV, cap. 108; and by an act of the 
following year, 6th Geo. IV, cap. 85, the Company were -au
thorized to annex Singapore and Malacca to Prince of Wales’ 
Island, or otherwise as they might see fit. Under the fore
going powers the Court of^' Directors issued orders on the 
12th October 1825, constituting the three settlements one 
government, to consist of a governor and three counsellors; 
one counsellor to be resident at Prince of Wales’ Island, one 
at Singapore, and one at Malacca. The whole being designated 
the- Gov:Ernor in Council of Prince of Whales’ Islanh, 
Singapore, and Malac^ja; which government is subject - to 
the Supreme Government in Bengal, under the 40 th and 44th , 
sections of the 33d ' Geo. Ill, cap. 52. )

LAWS.

J793.
33' Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 24.

LAWS?..

Form oj Government,
(1) And be it further enacted, that the whole civil 

and military g<^'(^<^i^i^i^e^i^t of tth; pi't^sii^tjncjy of Foi^t 
, William in Beiso^^i^, at^d all^o ttue ol^<lelriOI^, nu^in^a^*^- 

' m(?nt, a^nd goovre]^I,m^^nt c^f all tlie ^t^t^Lii^iioins
■ a^nd re^ve^nut^s iin tt^h; kii^n^dc^o^s oo ppoi^ii^ce^s of 

Bahar, and Orissa, shall be and are hereby vested in a 
gover^ior-geneiral and three counsellors and for the said presi
dency, subject to such rules, regulations, and oestoictiocs as are made, 
provided, or established in that behaaf in this act, or in any other act 
or acts now in force, and not by this act .repealed or alten^t^.; and 

f that - the whole ,civil and military government of the presidency .of 
Fort St. George, on the coast of Coromandel, and the ordering, 

'-nannage^r^cint, -mtd government of all the territorial acquisitions and 
• revenues on the said coast, and also so'- much and such parts the 
‘g-s - terriiories

Govom
the priR^Hie^cics 
vested in the go
vernorsand three 
counsellors re
spectively. —- 
Form of go
vernment. -    
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territories.and- possession^;' on the -coast of Orissa- with the reyenu^is £aWS. 
of;thf l^»'ne,'as have been, .and now are under the administration of 
the- governr^ent- or presidency of Fort St. George, shall ■ be ' and ar! 33 Gio,'3, ■ 
hefeTjy vested in a governor and three counsellors of and for the ’said *.5^2,
Jif^s^ii^in^^cy o^ Fort St, George, subject to such rules, -^i^j^t^latioiis, '
and restrictions - as aforesaid; and that the whole civiil apd naiilttry’ 
gover^iment of -the presidency and island of Bombay on the coast - of 
Malabar, and the ordering, manaigement, and government of ^^1. the 
territorial acquisitions and revenues on the said coast of Malabar, 
shall be and are hereby vested in a governor and three counsellors of 
and for the said presidency and island of Bombay, subject as aforie- 
saidy. andthe said governors and councils of the said presidencies, -of 
Fort St, George and Bombay respectively,- being also subject to the 
superintendence and control of the said Governor-General in Council, 
in manner by this act provided or directed in that behalf, any act of 
acts - to the contrary notwithstanding. -

Council,
For^m Pr^f^ceeding in ,

(2) And be it further enacted, that the Governor- § 38. 
General and counsellors of Fort 'William, and the se
veral governors and counsellors o' Fort St. George and 
Bombay shall at their respective council boards pro
ceed in the first plaCf to the consideration of such 
matters or questions as shall be proposed by the go
vernor-general, or by the governors of the said presi-

Councils, in the 
first place, to 

'mzittsrs 
proposed by the 
governor, who 
Juay postpone 

ai3y pro
posed by Coun
sellors. .

1 •
dencies : and as often as any matter or question shall
be propounded by -any of the said counsellors, it shall be competent 
to the said governor-general or governor respectively, to postpone or 
adjourn the discussion ther^i^if to a future da;y; provided -that no 
such adjournment shall exceed forty-eight hours, nor shall the matter 
or question so proposed be adjournep more than twice -^itt^out the 
consent of the counsellor who proposed the same.

If any Memb<^ir incapable attending, a provisional Successor' he .
caliled in. ; - - -

(3) Ai^d be it fi^rtt^h^r ei^nctt^c^, tth^tif at^jr oo ttui me^ml^c^rr of tt^<^ 
counci^i^^ of either of the sctd prestdenttes shell by cny inftrejity, 
otherwise be rendered incepeble of acting, or of attending (.o-. ■ ect' 'Cs ’ 
suth,^’ i^ any of such members shall be absent from the presidenc^^,
cnd^; the '-^(^^(^t^no^-general, or eithe»- of the said ' governors, shall be 
desirous of having the -advice of a full council upon any urgent busi
ness, the governor-general, or such governors respectively, -ss^idl,^' - by 

1■1tit^lre of this act, have full power and authority to call any provisi'onal 
‘ successor - appointed then on the spot, or, there being none such-bn 
ijtlbe Spot, then 'any senior merchant on the to assist at the ■ cortt- 
' 'cil board 'foif that turn; but that such provisional 'su^cea^iop, -or other

(' - • ' person
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person shall not be entitled to any salary or other emolument in 
respect thereof, nor shall his acting as an occasional member of coun
cil, in manner aforesaid, deprive him of any office or employment he1793.

33 Geo. 3, _ _ _
c. 52, § 34, before enjoyed. .

in India be appointei to Council,
(4) And be it fiirther enacted, that when the office 

of governor-general, and the olii:ce of commander-in- 
chief of all Hthe forces in India, shall not be vested in 
the same person, such commander-it^-chii^f shall and 
may, if specially authorized for that purpose by the 
said Court of Directors, and not otherwise, be a mem
ber of the council of Fort Willii^m; and that when 
the offices of governor of Fort St. George, and com- 
man(^^r^ii^^i^^i^^" of ' the forces there, shall be vested in different 
persons, or the offices of governor of Bombay and commander-in- 
chief of the forces in Bombay, shall be vested in different persons, 
such respective commander^•^il^-chil^f shall and may, if specially au
thorized by the Court of Directors, and not otherwise, be a member 
of council at the said respective, pri^i^ii^^i^n^ii^ss; and that when any 
command^l^-ii^-<^lu(^lf shall be appointed a member of any of the said 
councils, such commander shall have rank and precedence at the 
council board next to the governor-general, or governor of the same 
presii^^l^<^iy; but no commander'-in-ichii^if shall be entitled to any salary 
or emolument in respect of his being a member of any of the said 
councils, unless the same shall be specially granted by tlie Court of 
Directors of the said Company.
While resident at Fort St. George or Bombay, shall be a Member of 

Council.
(5) Provided always, and belt further enacted, that when the com- 

mand^r-^^i^-^hief of all the forces in India (not being likewise governor
general) shall happen to be resident at either of the presidencies of 
Fort St. George or Bombay, the said comm;tn<^(?r-il^-cililef shall, from 
the time .of his an^ii^^l, and during his continuance at such presidency, 
be a member of the council of such presidency, and during that period 
the provincial commander-in-i?idef of the forces of the same presi
dency, if he shall be a member of the council thereof, shall and may 
continue to sit and deliberate, but shall not have any voice at the 
council board.

Provincial Commander (f the Forces in Bengal.
dS) Be it enacted by the King’s most excel- The Co^rt of 

lent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent ' comd
of the Lords, spiritual and temporal, and Commons, ' maiwler of the 
in this ■ priesent Parliament assembled, and by the of ihe
authority of the same, ' that it shall and may ■ be' 
lawful to and for the .Court of Directors of the ment to- iw »

- - said

$32.

§ 33.

1805.
45 Geo. 3, 
c.S6,§ 1.

lawful to and for the .Court of Directors of the

The comman
der - dln^d
when not the 
governor at the 
presidency, may, 
by the authority 
of Uie Dbectors, 
be the second 
member of the 
council. .
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said , United Company specially to authorize and ap
point the comm^j^rd^irof the military forces of the said 
United ■ Company on the Bengal establishment to be a 
member of the said Supreme Council of Fort William 
aforesaid, notwithstandin^g the office' of governor-ge
neral of Fort William aforesaid, and the office of com- 
mander-ii^-^^lnel’ of all the forces in India, shall be

I.AWS.

1«05.
45 Geo. 3, 
C3(^,§ 1*

Teo'bcr of the 
council of Fort- 
WiHiam. not^ 
widi^^nding t^e 
oi^OB of gover
nor-general and 
coi^i^aaner rjn- 
c^^^^libe vested in 
the same person.

vested in the same person. . ■
And such com- (7) And be it enacted, that when any such com

mander shall jnander of the military forces of the said United Com- 
r*^nlc aii i ini

Board next to the. pany on the Bengal establisliment 'shall be appointed' 
govt^e^^nr-gei^e- a member of the said. Supreme Council, such com

e mander shall have rank and precedence at the council 
_ board next to the governor-general, but he shall not
case of vac^n^^i succeed ' to the government of such presidency on the 
unless provision- . °happening of a ' vacancy m the off^c^ of governor-ge

neral, unless such commander of the military forces of 
jjie said ■ United Compt^tty on the 'Bengal establishment 
shall have been provisionally appointed to supply the 

sam^; but such vacancy shall be supplied by the counsellor next in 
rank at the council board to such commander of the military forca5, 

the said United Company on the Bengal astabl^:31^r^^e^r; any thing ■ 
contained in an act, passed in the thirty ■ third year o^ the reign of his 
present Majesty, or any other law, or usage to the contrary theri^t^f^ in, 
anywise notwithstanding. •
Such com^a^der 
so appointed a 
member of* the 
council. sh^Il be 
ralbjaet to re
calle

and authorities, in all raspeets as a mambar of council, as if he had, 
beeh appointed tharato com^^I^(^l^l^•^-i^^chi^l^ of all the forces in 
India.

rah bi^t shall foe 
^^eceed to fbe. 
govei^nmei^t in 
• “ . 
unless provision
ally appointed to 
supply the same. 
—S3 Geo. 3, c.

(8) Provided always, and be it enacted, that any 
commander so to be appointed a ' member of the said 
supreme council as hereinbefore is mentioned, shall be 
subject to recall by the same persons, and in the same 
manner, and shall have the same powers, frai^chises,_

Proceedings of Council to be signeii biy Governoir-Generai.
If the gov^rnor- 

gencral of Fort- 
Wdh'am1 or the 
grvr^rnrr of Fort 
B. Georaje w of 
Bombay, h^all 
signify his in
tended absence 
from the council, 
the senirr mem- 
her presenit ■ shall 
preside) but no 
artof ^uch <^oun- 
cit shall be valid, 
tudeso se;ned by 
thr gr■^l^rnor<^bb 
neral m grvrrnrr

gl) And l^e it fi^irtl^t^r e^i^^cei^d , tl^^t if t^e g^t^veri^i^r-- 
general of Fort-William in Bengal for the time being, 
or the governor of the said presidency of Fort St. 
George, and o^ the said presidency and island of 
Bombay respectively for the time being, shall happen 
to lig absent from any council to be assembled for the 
said respective presidencies ot Fort-William and Fort 
St. George, and the said presidency and island of 
Bombay, owing to indisposition or any other cause 
whatsoever, and shall ■ signify such his ■ irterded , absence 
to such council so to be assembled, then and in ■ every 
sucb case the senior member for the time being who 

2 e shall

§ 2.

§3.

1799.
39 and 40

Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 12.
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§ 12.

1*93.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 47.
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shall be present at the council so assembled, shall pre
side at such council, in such manner, and with such 
full powers and autliorities, during the time that such 
council shall continue to b e assembled, as such governor
general or governor might or would have had in case 
such governor-general or governor were hims^^^ actu
ally present at such council: provided nevertheless, 
that no act of any council so held shall be valid to any 
effect whatsoever, unless the same • shall be signed by 
such governor-general or governor respectively, if such 
governor-general or governor shall at the time-be resu 
dent at the presidency at which such council shall be 
so assembled, • and.- shall not be prevented by such

respectively, • if* 
resi^e^^ at the 
presidency, and

• not prevented by
• ineispos^t^on; :
^^d if not so pre
vented, and he 
shall refuse to 
sign, he and the 
memb^i^^ tvlio 
shall have signed, 
shall mutually 
communicate die 
grounds their 
opinions as di
rected by recited 
act of 3^. Geo 3,

_____ ____ where he shall, 
indisposition from signing the same : provided always, . di*2ent*erOTe'*tde 
that it! case such governor-general or governor, not 
bein g so prevented as aforesaid, shall decline or refuse 
to Sign such act of council, he and the several members 
of the council who shall have signed the same, shall 
mutually exchange with and communicate in writing 
to each other the grounds and reasons of their respec- 
live opinions, in like manner and subject to such regulations and 
ultimate responsibility of such governor-general or governor respec
tively, as are by the said act, passed in the thirty-third year of the 
reign of his present Majesty, provided and directed, in . cases where 
such governor-general or governor respectively shall, when present, 
dissent from any . measure proposed or agitated in such council re
spectively : provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be taken 
or construed to prevent such governor-general, in case he shall be 
absent from his own government of Bengal, to nominate a vice-presi
dent and deputy-governor of Fort-William, according to the provision 
for that purpose in the said act passed in the tdirty-tdird year of his 

e present Majesty.

Independent Powers qf, Governors.
Governi^r-Gei^<^i'at or Governors may act ivithout Concurrence qf their 

Council.
(10) And whereas it will tend greatly to the strength 

and security of the British possessions in India, and 
give energy, vigour, and despatch to the measures and 
proiceedings of the executive government within the 
respective presidencies, if the governor-general of Fort
William in Bengal, and the several governors of Fort 
St. George • and Bombay, were vested, with dis
cretionary power of acting without the concurrence of 
their respective councils, or forbearing to act according to. their 
opinions, in cases of digd • importance, and essentially affecting tire 
public interest and welfare; thereby subjecting themselves personally 

to

council.—The 
governor-gene
ral, when absent, 
may nominate a 
vice-president 
and deputy-go, 
vernoif of. Foit- 
"^Wlliam.

ml or governors 
may order mea
sures proposed iii 
council, about 
wliKih they differ 
from the other 
members, to be 
adopted or sus
pended, &c.
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to answer to their country for so acting, or forbearing to ; be it 
enacted, that when and so often as any measure or question shall be ' 
proposed or agitated in the supreme council at Fort-William in Ben
gal, or in either of the councils of Fort St. George and Bombay, 
whereby the interests of the said United Company, or the safety or 
tranquiility of the British possessions in India, or any part thereof, 
are, or may, in the judgment of the governor-general, or of the said 
governors respectively, be essentially concerned or affected, and the ' 
said governor-general, or such governors respectively, shall be of 
opinion that it will be expedient either that the measures - so proposed, 
or agitated ought to be adopted or carried into execution, or that the 
same ought to be suspended or wholly rejected, and the several other 
members of such council then present shall differ in and dissent from 
such opinion, the said governor-general or such governor, and the 
other members of the council, shall, and they are hereby directed 
forthwith mutually to exchange with and communicate in council to 
each other, in writing, under their respective hands (to be recorded 
at large on their secret consultations) the respective grounds and 
reasons of their respective opinii^^is; and ifi after considering the 
same, the said governor-general, or such governor respectively, and 
the other members of the said council, shall severally retain their 
opinions, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor
general in the Supreme Council of Fort-William, or either of the said 
governors in their respective councils, to make and declare any order 
(to be signed and subscribed by the said governor-general, or by the 
governor making the same) for suspending or rejecting the measure or 
question so proposed or agitated, in part or in the whole, or to make 
and declare such order and resolution for adopting and carrying the 
measure so proposed or agitated into execution, as the said governor
general, or - such governors in their respective -councils, shall think 
fit and expcdii^i^t; which said last-mentioned order and resolution, so 
made and declared, shall be signed as well by the said gove^i^nor-® 
general, or the governor so making and declaring the same, as by all 
the other members of the council then present, and shall by force and 
virtue of this act be as effectual' and valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as if all the said other members had advised the same, or concurred 
therein ; and_the said members of council, and all offcers, civil and 
military, and all other persons concerned, shall be and they are 
hereby commanded, authorized, and enjoined to be obedient thereto, 
and to be aiding and assisting in their respective stations in the carry
ing the same- into execution.

■Laws.
1793.

33 Gto. 3, 
c. S2, 
§47.

/

(11) And be it further enacted, that the governor-Goveri^t^r-gene- (11) And be it further enacted, that the governor-
Iny mdeer^^'th- gef'^ral, or governor, who shall declare and command 
out the constant - . -
of the council re-

§ 48.

any such order or resolution to be made and recorded 
v^iil^out the assent or concurrence of any of the other 

2 c 2 meml^l^l^l^-
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179.3.
33 Geo. 3, C.S2, 

549.

Butnot to 'make 
any order tsv? 
could not ba'v^ 
been made with 
the consent ofthe 
council.

S SO.

5 SI,

membe^rs- of council, shall alone be held responsible for sponsible for the 
the same, and the consequences thereof. same...

(12) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that
nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be con
strued to extend, to give power to the said governor
general of Fort-William in Bengal, or to either of the 
said governors of Fort St. George and Bombay respec
tively, to makie or carry into execution any . order or resolution which 
could not have been lawfully made and executed with the concurrence ' 
of the councils of-the respective governments or presidencies, any' 
thing ■ herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. ■

This 'disc:ret..ot^(vi^ry and independent Power no^ to be exerci^e^ by a pro
visional Successor as Governor,

(13) Provided also, and be it further enacted and Disci^etionary

declared, that nothing in this act contained shall ex
tend, or be construed to extend, to ■ give any discre
tionary power of acting or forbearing to act, without the concurrence 
of the other members of council, unto any person on whom the said 
office of governor-general, or the said offline ■ of governor respectively, 
shall happen to devolve by the death or resignation of any governor
general, or governor, for the time being respectively, or unto ■ any 
deputy governor-general, unless such person shall ■have been pro
visionally appointed to succeed to such respective office by the said 
Court of Directors, or unless and until such person shall have been 
or shall be confirmed in the said office: and that in the mean time 
all orders, resolutions, and other acts and tilings in such presidency 
shall be determined by the voice of the major part in number of the 
governor-general and counsellors, or governor and counsehons present 
at the making or doing thereof, such governor-general or ■ governor 
having on any equality of voices a casting' vote, and not otherwise, or 
in any other mai^i^^r; any thing in this act contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. l.

Not to be exercised in certain Cases. '
(14) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that nothing hereii(

contained shall be construed to give power or ■ authority to the gover
nor-general of Fort-William in Bengal, or either of the governors of 
Fort St. George and Bombay respectively, to make or carry into exe
cution any order or resolution against the opinion or concur^i^nce of 
the counseHors of their respective governments, in apy matle^r. whicl^^. 
shall come under the consideration of the said governor^general and ' 
governors in council respectively, in their judicial cap^c^iiiy; or to 
make, repeal, or suspend any general rule, order, or regulation, for 
the good order and civil government of the said United Company’s 
settle^^i^^!^-; or ” to impose, of his own authority, any tax or d_iityr^ 
within the said respective governments or presidencies. .

Powers
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(15) And ' be it further enacted, that when the gover
nor-general of Fort William in Bengal for the time 
being ' shall find it expedient to visit the presidency ' of 
Fort gaint George, or the presidency of Bombay,' or 
any province or place m India, the powers and autho
rities of the governor or other chi^ff ■ officer or officers 
of such presidency, province, or place, shall from 'the

of Governor-Geni^t'al when at otihsr Presidencies.
The powers of 

Hie governor of 
rith^i'o  ̂the other 
presidencies vest
ed m the' go-' 
vernor-general 
during bis stay 
in ' the pre^id^n.

time of the proclamation ■ of the arrival of the sa^d governor-general 
therein be suspended (except with regard to judicial proceedings), 
and shall so continue to be suspended, until other proclamation be 
made' to the contrary by the order of the said governor-general, or 
otherwise, until the said governor-general shall depart therefrom, and 
no Io^^(^!r; and that' . during that interval the powers and authorities of 
the said ' governor, or other ch^i^lf officer, shall be vested in the said 
governor-general, with liberty nevertheless for such governor to sit 
and act as a member of the council o^ such ; and that the
said governor general in council, at either of the said presidencies of 
Fort Saint George and Bombay, shall be invested with the powers and 
authoritiies of the governor in council the same presidency or' set
tlement respectively, and also with the same ample powers and autho
rities as can or may be exercised by the governor-general in council 
at Fort William by force and virtue of this act.

, , - To nominate a Vic<^-President during his Absence.
. (16) And be it further enacted, that when and so often as the said 

governor-general shall on any occasion be absent from his own govern
ment of Bengal, such one of the members of the council theri^c^ff as 
the said governor-general shall nominate ■ for that purpose, shall be 
styled and act as vice-president and deputy-governor of Fort-William, 

' and that the government of the said presidency shall be exercised by 
such vice-president or deputy, and the other members or member of 
the said council, in like manner, and no further or otherwise than as 
the government the said presi^e:^cies of Fort Saint George and 
Bombay may be exercised . by the governors in council there, subject 
nevertheless to the restriictions in this ' act eonraincd. ,

LAWS.

17M- ,
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52 . 
§52.

'. While absent may issue Orders to other Presidencies.
' (iV) And be it further enacted, that if the said governor-general, 

during his ahsencc from Jiis own government 'in Bengal, shall judge 
it necessary "'to' issue ' any orders or directions' to any of the said govern- 
mepts or "presidencies "in , India, or to 'any of the officers or servants of 
the said Company acting under the authority of any of the said pre
sidencies, without previously communicating such orders or instruc
tions to the said respective governments, under the authority of which 
such of^ccrr or servants shall be acting,'it shall and may be ' lawful

- -■ ' 2 c .3 for

5 54.    
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v as, 
§ 54.

LAWS, for him to issue the same, and that the said respective governments 
or presidencies, and also such officers and servants shall, and they 

3.3 Geo. 3, are hereby severally and respectively authorized and required to obey 
the same, and such orders and instructions shall be of the same force 
as if the same had been made by the said governor-general in council 
at Fort-William, but not of any greater or other force or val^i^itty; 
and that if such orders or dteections shall be made by the said 
governor-general of his own sole authority, or without the concur- . 
rence of the other members of council of either of the said presiden
cies of Fort St. George and Bombay respectively, in that case the 
said goveenor-geneeal shall be alone held responsible for the same, 
in the like manner as for any orders or resolutions by him made in 
council at Fort-William, of his own sole authority, without'the con
currence of the other members of the same council, according to the 
directions and true intent and meaning of this act;: provided always, 
that such governor-general shall and he is hereby required to transmit 
by the first opportunity, to the governors, and councils of the respec
tive presidencies S;o which the officers or servants to whom any such 
orders or instructions shall be so sent to be executed shall belong, 
copies of such orders and instroctions respectively, with his reasons 
or inducements for issuing the same, and also to transmit to the Court 
of Directors of the said Company, by the first oppoetontty that shall 
or may occur, a copy of all orders and instructions by him so sent to 
any of the said governments, presidencies, officers, or servants re
spectively, together with his reasons and inducements for sending or 
issuing the same. , , .

§5S.

5 39.

Power O tfte GovernoTr-General to act upon his own Authoirity, may be 
suspended.

(18) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall and may 
be lawful for the Court of Directors the said Company, with the 
approbation of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
to suspend all or any of the powers hereby given to the governor
general at Fort-William to act upon his own sole authority, at and for 
such time Or times as they may judge expedient or necessary, and that 
the same shall be suspended accordingly, from the time of the arrival 
of their orders for • that purpose in Indi^; and also for the said Court 
of Directors, with such approbation as aforesaid, to revive the said 
powers, when and as they shall think ; any thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding.

Proceedings of Government.
When publisheid to be signed by Secre^a^.

(19) And be it further enacted, that all orders and I^i^o^ceedings to 
other proceedings of the governor-general and council •“^'^xpi-eeeeetobe 
of Fort-William . shall be expressed to be made by the vernOr and ^’nn- 

governor-
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cil.and signed by govemor-general in council; and that all orders and 
the • secretaiyr. -jther proceedings of the governors and council of Fort 
St. George and Bombay respectively, shall be expressed to be made 
by the governor in council, and not otherwise ; and that the several 
orders and proceedings of all the said presidencies shall,, previous to 
their being published or put in execution, be signed by the chie^ 
secretary to the council of the presidency, by the authority the go
vernor-general in council, or the governor in council, as the case maybe. 

By the principal 
secretary of the 
depa»rt^^r^t tl)e 
absence of tlie 
chi efs«:ret«^ry.
33 G^^.rtC, 52.

'O.-AVS.
1793.

33 Geo. 3, 
cS2, 
§ 39.

ISiS.
S3 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§79.

(20) A^i^d wvhn^i^e’tis t^y tlie ^f ^h^e tliu^t^yt-hiird
year of his Majesty’s reign, it is enacted, that the 
Several orders and proceedings of the presidencies of 
Fort William, - Fort St. George, and Bombay, should, 
previously to their being published and put in execu

tion, be signed by the chief secretary to the council of the presidency, 
by the authority of the governor-general in council or governors in 
council, as the case may be: and whereas inconvenience may arise to 
the public service, unless some other person, besides such chie^ secre
tary, be authorized to sign such orders and proceedings ; be it there
fore further enacted, that all such orders and proceedings of the seve
ral governments and presidencies in the East-Indies and parts afore
said, shall or may, previously to their being published or put in 
execution, be signed in manner aforesaid, 'either by the chi^^ secretary 
to the government of the said presidency, or, in the absence of such 
chief secretary, -by the principal secretary of the department of such 
presidi^;^(iy to which such orders and proceedings rela^i^; any thing to 
the contrary notwithstanding. ■

Other Preridencier ruVjeCC Co Bengal,
(21) And be it further enacted, that the governor

general in council at Fort William shall have and be 
invested, by virtue of this act, with full power and

supenntend thr authority to superintend, control, and direct the several 
other presiden- •' ,
cies, Madras and governments and presidencies of tort St. George and 

Bombay, and all other governments erected or to be

-Govi^i^iu^i^-gene- 
ral in council at 
Fort-William 
empowered to

other preesiden- 
<' , ’ .........
Bombay.
erected by the said United Company, within the limits of their said 
exclusive trade, in all such points as shall relate to any negotiations 
or transactions with the country powers or states, or levying war or 
making peace, or the collection or application of the revenues of the 
said acquisitions and territories in India, or to the forces employed at 
any of such presidencies or governments, or to the civil or military 
governmient of the said presidencies, acquisitions, or terrttories, or 
any of them.

The other presi
dencies to obey 
the orders of the 
governor-general 
in council at Fort 
William., if not

1793.
S3 Geo. 3, 

CS2, 
§ 40.

(22) And in order to prevent the embaiT^i^s^ii^nent and ' i § 41. 
difficulty which may otherwise arise from any doubt 
whether - the orders or instructions of the governor
general in council of Fort William relate to other 
points than those aforesaid, be.it further enacted, that

2 c 4 notwith-

    
 



GO'v^i’ki^jME^r'rs ’I X

'* CTSS.
33 Geo. «S, 
c. 52. § 41. to send dates,^ 

&c. of despatches 
fromEng^land, on 
points contained 
in instructions to 
presidencies, &c., 
who shall trans
mit tohun copits 
of any orders - 
they deem repug- 
umit tliereto. *

nttt^i(^l^H5tairiding any'c^o^i»b£ which may' be ' entertained 
ny the said pcesidiencies dC governments to wht^m such 
orders or instructions shall he given respecting the vcrnoi'-gen-r;^!'' 
power of ihe gove^e^i^»general in council to give such 
orders, yet the said presidencies or governments shall 
he hound to. obey such orders and directions of the 
said governor-general in . council, . in all cases what
ever, except only where they shall have received posi- 

■ tive orders and instructions from the said Court of 
Directors, or from the Secret Co^ramittee of Directors, 
by the authority of the said Board of Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India, repugnant to the orders and instructions .of 
the said governor-general in council, and not known to the said 
'governor-general and council ,at the time of despatching their ocOccs 
and instructions as afoi^^^^iii; and the said governor-general in. council 
•shall, ' at the time of transmitting all such orders' and instructions, 
transmit therewith the dates of and the. times of receiving the last des
patches, orders, and instructions, which they have received from the 
Court of Directors, or from the said Secret Committee by the direc
tion of the said Board of Commissioners, on any of the points contained 
therein; and the said presidencies, governments, and settl<^Baeint,^^>’ in 
all cases where they have received any orders from the said Court’pf 
Directors, or from the said Secret Committee by the direction of the 
Board of Commissioners as aforesaid, which they shall deem repi^jg- 
nant to the orders of the said governor-general in council of Fort 
William, and which were not' known to the said govereor-geeeral and 
council at the time of despatching their orders and instructioes. .as 
aforesaid, shall forthwith' transmit copies of the same, together with 
an ' account of all instructions or orders made by them in coesequeece 
thereof, to the governor-general in council of Fort William, who 

‘ shall, after the receipt df the same, despatch such further orders and 
instr^ctioes to the said presidencies, and governmeets or settle
ments, as the said governor-general in council may judge eecettary 
thereupon. ' ' >

Other Governments ■ to se^ul Cojpies of the^r Proceedings to Bengal,^.
S 44. (23) And be it further enacted, that the governors Prcsidt^ncieslof

and' counsellors of the said presidencies of Fort Saint’ )F'o’rt to^‘Gedjl^gto 
' George and. Bombay respectively, for the time being, Fort ’^iiHiani 'co- 

■' and the governors and counsellors, or other chie^ officer pie,s of® I , . ■ • orders. &c-or officers of and belonging to any other British settle
ment in India shall, and they are hereby respectively required, ' con

' stantly and diligently to traetmit to the said governor-general in 
council at Fort William aforesaid tr^e and exact copies of' all ' orders, 
retolutioes, and acts in -council of their respective govereme^nts, presi
dencies, and council!^,-and also- advice and intelligence 'of all transac
tions and matters which shall come to their keowleige, material- to - be 

' '■ ' com-

orders, &c.- w?    
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■ ' 'i.c «« Of
communicated to the gove-no--gene-al in council of Fort Williamf'e^j^^.^VZ^.*-- 
aforesaid, or which the . said .IGove-no--Gene-a^ in Council shall,. frono 
time to time, require. * . , .time to time, require. - .
Recall of Officers and Servants vested in the Directors except vhen the

King appoints.
Act not to pre- (24) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 

'toriderrom reCalC" no thing in this act contained shall extend, or be con
ing their offii^isrs strued to extend, to preclude or take away the power 
or servants. (he Court of Directors of the said company from
cemovmg or recalling any of the officers or servants of the said com
pany, but that the said court shall a^d may at all times have full 
liberty to remove, recall, or dismiss any of such offcers or servants, 
at their will and pleasure, in the like ' manner as if this act had mot 
been made, any ‘ eovernor-eeneraI, governor, or commander-in-chief, 
appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, .through the default 
of appointment by the said Court of Directors, always excep^(eV; any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
Resignation of Governor-General, Governors, Membeir O Council, Or 

Commai^c^ee-in-^ltieJ^.
■ (25) And be. it further enacted, that the . departure 5 37. 

from India of any governor-general, governor, member 
of council, or commander-in-chief, with intent . to return 
toEurope, shall bev^<^(^m(^V mh^wa -^^^e^“^ttO^n ai^dt^t^od-- 
rnrce of his office or employment, and that the arrival in

1793.
.33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 5 36.

While -at . the 
presidency, no 
resignation of a

kI, &c. to be v£i - 
lid, except deli
vered in writing
to the secretary, any part of Europe of any such governor-general, go- 
^rting mWcs" member of council, or commander-in-chief,
I, . . shall be a sufiicient indication ofs^uchintent; and that no

or declaration of any governor-general, or governor, or member, of 
council, during his continuance in the presidency wher(^(^j^. he was so 

'governor-general, governor, or . .counsellor, except .by some deed...or 
- instrument in writing, under hand . and seal, delivered to the secretary 
'for the public department of the same presidency, in . order to its beii^ 
recorded, shall be deemed or held as a resignation or surrender of his 
said offii^fj; and that the salary and other allowances of any such 
governor-general, or other officers respectively, shall cease - from die 
d^y of such his, departure, resignation,. .or surn^e^c^^r; and that if any 
such governor-general, -or any .other officer whatever in the . servme.^^ 
the said'company, shall quit or leave the presidency or settlement - to 
which he sha.Il belong; other than in the known actual service of the. 
said company, the salary and allowances - appertainin^g to. his, office 
shall not be pa^d or payable during his absence to any agent or other 
person for his use, and in the .event of his not returning back to his 
station at such presidency or settlement, mr o^ his coming to Europe, 
his salary and allowances shall be deemed to have ceased . from the 
day of his quitting such presidency. or settlement; any law , or. usjage 

...-O the contrary notwithstanding.
Vacancies
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LAWSv Vacancies Of Governor-General, Governors, Membei- ojf Council, and 
to be ffill^d by Court.

(26) And be st further enacted, that all vacancies Vacancies of 

Wsllsam m Bengal, or oiT any of the members of the directors.^ y 
council there, or of governor of either of the Company's presidencies 
or settlements of Fort St. George or Bombay, or any of the members 
of the coun<^ii' at the same respectively, or of governor of the forts 
and garrisons at Fort William, Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of 
commai^<^(^)^-ii^-t^l^i(^iF of all the forces in India, or of any provincial 
commai^c^(^i^-iim;hii^lf of the forces there, all and every of such vacan
cies shall be filled up and supplied by the Court of Directors of the 
said United Company, the vacancies of any of the said members 
of council being always supplied from amongst the list of senior mer
chants of the said Company, who shall have respectively resided ten 
years in India iq their service, and no^ otherwise, except as is herein
after otherwise provided.

D^^i^ectors neghcCing to Jill up, Ms yiajest-tj may appoint.
(27) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that when and so

often as the. said Court of Directors shall neglect, for the space of 
two calendar months, to be computed from the day whereon the noti
fication of the vacancy of any of^ce or employment in India, in the 
appointment of the said Court of Directors, shall have been received 
by the said court to supply such vacancy, then, and in ever^ such 
case, it shall be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and successors, to 
constitute and appoint, by writing, under his or their royal sign
manual (under the same restrictions and regulations as are herein
before provided with respect to the nominations and appointments made 
by the said Court of Directors)' such person to supply such vacancy as 
his Majesty, his heirs and successors, - shall think and that
every person so constituted and appointed shall have and be invested 
with the same powers, privileges, and authorities, as if he or they had 
I^een nominated and appointed by the said Court of Directors, and 
shall be subject to recall only by the King’s Majesty, his heirs or 
success^i^s^; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith
standing. •

Appointments subject to Ms Majesty' approbation. ■
■ (28) And be it further enacted, that from and after 

the passing of this act, all vacancies which shall happen 
in the ofSice of governor-general of Fort William, or 
of governor of either of the Company’s presidencies or 
settlements of Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of go
vernor of the forts and garrisons of Fort William, 
Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of commander-in- 
chii^if of all the forces in India, or of any provincial 
command^^l^•^ii^Ti^l^i(^e■ of the forces there, shall be filled

179.3.
33 Geo. 3,
c. 5'2., § 25. happening in the office ' of governor-general of Fort

# 26.

1813.
53 Geo. 3.

c. 155, 
§ 80.

Vacancies of 
governors and 
commandeis-in- 
chie^ to be ^Hed 
up by the Court 
of Directors, sub
ject tu Iris Majes
ty’s approbation. 
—None to affect 
the right of Di
rectors to recall.

up
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»
Dir^ectors may 

appoint persons 
provisionally to

up ' and supplied by the Court of Directors of the sa^d United Com
pany ; subject nevertheless to the approbation of his Ma^i^tt^, ■, to be 
signified in writing under his royal sign-manual, countersigned , by .the 
president of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indiit: 
provided always, that . nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 
■conttrued to extend, to take. away or afJiect the power ' of the said 
Court of Directors, to remove or recall any such governor-general, 
governor, or commandi^i^-ii^-cilhi^f; but the said court shall and may 
at all times have full liberty to remove, recall, and dismiss any such 
governorigeneral, governor, or commande--in-chief, at their will and 
pleasure, in the like manner as if this act had not been made.

Provisional Appointments.
(29) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law

ful for the said Court of Directn-t to appoint any per
supply vacancies. S^:n or persons . provitionally to ' succeed to any of the 
of3^cet aforesaid; for supplying any vacancy or vacancies therein, when 
the same shall happen by the death .or retignatinn of the person or 
persons holding the same office or offices respectively, or on his or 
their departure from India, or on any event or c;^n^-ii^;g<3ncy • expressed 
in any such provisional . appointment or appointments to the same 
respectively, and such appointments again to. revc^o^^; but that no per
son so appointed to succeed prnvitinnally to any of the said offces 
shall be entitled to any authority, salary, or emolument, appertaining 
thereto, until he shall be in the actual possession of such offii^e, any 
act or statute to the cont-aJ-y notwithstanding.

Vacancies how to be supplied when no Successors are on the Spot.
(30) Andn^e it; furtl^irr (^i^aene^, dbat if any vacancy isl^asi liaph^n 

in the otncf of goy(^l^-^on^-igenerfl of Fort William, or of goaernnr of 
Fort St. George or Bombay rftnectiafly, when no nrovisional or other 
success^c^r. shall . be upon the spot to supply such aacnncy, then, and 

- in fafry such cftf, the couvtfllor of the presidency wherfiv such 
. ancancy shall hfpnfn, next in rank to the said goafrnnr-genfral or 

goaernnr retnectiafly, shall hold and execute the tfid office of gover- 
nor-generf^ or gnae-nnr, until a successor shall n-rive, or until some 
other nersov on the spot shnll be duly nnpnivted thereto ; and if the 
council bonrd shfll hfnpen during . that . intfrval to bfcnmf reduced to 
one only member, bftidfs the activg ' goaervor-gfneral or governor, 
then, and in such case, the nf-sov so nctivg as gnvervor-generyl . or 
goaernnr shall be, and is hereby empowered to ciII to the council 
bnfrd such one of the senior ' merchnnts of the said Company, at such 
■)rrsti^el^c;y where the aacfvny shfll occur, as he thfll think fit to be a 
.tempn-aI•^ member of the said bnfrd, nvd that the nfrton so called 
shfU fccnrdm-rly sit, and act as a - member of the tfid council, and 
shall hfae the same powers in all other respects as are giafn to per
sons ' fpnninted to the council board by the said Court of Direc^l^^i^ 

until

I,AWS.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 153, 
§ 80.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c.52, 
§ 27.

S 29.
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limsi

,< .Wo 
riS,;- 2Sv 3

§30.

toitsil ihe- amval of'a successor or other ‘appointment made ' to the office 
Of govera^()r-^(general .or governor resp^ictiviel^y; and that every siicii 
feting governor-general or governor, and occasional counsellor, shall; 
duri^jg th^ time of their continuing to- act as such respectively, ‘hti 
entitled . to receive ' the 'several emoluments and advantages 'appei'ttiin.' 
ing to the said oifi;es by them respectively supplied, such actin'g 
governor-general and governor foregoing their salary and allowances 
of, counsellor for the same period.

- . 1 ; I a
Unless Con^f^c^r^c^e^r-ii^'^-Chief, provisiond^ly appointed, neXt MI<^mber:,,th 

. • Council to succeetd as Governor. . .j. ■ ji t
(31) Provided al-ways, and be it further enacted, that if at the tithe

of any vacancy happening in the office of governor-general, or of ' a' 
governor o^ any of the said presidencies, no eventual successor 
appointed under the authority of this act shall be present upon the' 
spot, any commander-in-chief, although he shall be then a member' 
of the council of the presi^^i^^y where such vacancy shi^ai' occur; 
shall not succeed to the teihporar^ government of such presidency, 
unless such comman^^r-^i^^ichi^i^ shall have been provisionally ap
pointed to supply the same, ‘but that the vacancy shall be supplied' 
by -.the counsellor next in rank at the council board to such 'coin-' 
mander-^ii^^^t^l^ii^f;‘ any -thing herein contained to the -contrary notnitli-' 
standing. " . ' ,

Vacancy of Counsellors when■ to be supplied by Gover^ior in Council.
(32) And be it further- enacted, that if any vacancy shall "happen' of

tlte office of a counsellor at either of the said presidencies, -when ‘'ho 
person provisionally or otherwise appointed to succeed thereto ‘^halb 
be then resident on the- spot, then and on every such occasion such’' 
vacancy shall be supplied by and at the nomination or appointment- 
of the governor-general -in council of -Fort William, or the goverhof 
in council of Fort St. George or Bombay ‘respectively, ‘ from, amongst;' 
the senior merchants in - the said Company’s service in India ;-‘andl 
that the person or persons so nominated shall execute - the said - office, 
and shall - have the same powers in all respects as are given -to persons . 
appointed to the’ council board by - the -. said Court of Directors,_-lintih‘ 
a successor or successors shall arrive, duly appointed by the said 
court of Directors, and shall have and be entitled to the salary, aptJrt 
other emoluments and advantages appertaining to the said offi^i^: .or 
offices during his or their continuance therein respectively. . '

■ Courts' o^ Requests. '
(33) And'l^l^erhas e^i^eateatonvon^^nies l^<xvh a^^eult- _

ed" from the manner in which the Courts of Requests general “"fd f . 
for the revovery of small debts in the tesptvtive set- 'Wiiiiam a nd the 
tlements of - Fort ‘William and Fo^ - St; George <^i'c con- govei^i^iot -and' • i

'■ri,'' ' 'The governor

council of Fort

1799.
39 and 40

Geo. 3,
c.79, § 17.

,
'■’i-* stituted; be- it - 'therefore further .'enacted, -that - it shall ■ of •Fort ' t • > St. George, miay

“’ ' ‘ ' and
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Otte)- io; ;whai--and may be lawful .to- and • for the govemor^genei'al 
cbmtsnfre'quests Council of Fort William,- and for the . goverf^or-.'an'd,
shall -in future be -council of Fort St- -George aforesaid for -the ' time .heifiig 
formed;, a^'d^o respectively; to order and appoint in what manner • thg 
jurisdiction- shall ®hd courts - respectively shall in future be formed^ and to 
extend, &c. what -amount i^n value, not ^j^c^^^ding the■ sum offout-
hundir^e^.i^cca rupees, the jurisdiction of the same shall extend, -and to 
frame and make such' new rules and orders, and to establish and declare 
such new modes and forms o^ proceeding, as to them shall appear to be 
necessary and expedi^^l^' for new modelling, altering, and reforming the 
present constitution and pra^tic^ of the said courts respectively, and by ' 
their proclamation, to be made'and published in due form of law,' to de
clare and notify to all persons concerned such new constitution, rules,, 
orders,, modes, and forms of proceeding, and the time from whence.' 
they are to have force and efifet^c:; and from and after such -time as, . 
shall be ' so respectively notified for that purpose, the. present Courts .of 
Requests, . as well . as the rules, orders, modes, and forms of proceeding, 
which are. now used and observed therein, shall be abedished and ceaf^e^,- 
and thenceforth the new court, rules, orders,, modes, and., form.s,-^^pcOtf 
ceeding which the said governor-general and council are authorized and, 
empowered, und^^and by virtue of this act, to. make -and publish,' 
shall -be .in full force and eflfet^^; anj' former act or acts to the contrary- 
ther^t^if in anywise notwithstanding. ,

.rW-sI.

c.

, . • Duties awl Taxes. '
GoveV^toi^-jjeneral and governor in council at For^ William, igig. 

Madras, ,-Bombay, -and Print^^ 'of Wales’ Island, may impose duties -53.Geo. 3, 
of -customs and other taxes on places aiid persons within the, juris-^" 
diction of the courts established by the King’s Charter, in the same ' 
manner as in places without such jurisdiction. No such duty or tax' 
in Calcutta, Madras, ' Bombay, or Prince of Wales’ Island to b^" 
valid, till . sanctioned by the directors with the approbation of the 
Board. , , • - .

,(35) Governor-general and governors in council may ' make laws ‘ 
and regulations respecting such duties and taxes, and impose finest*’ 
and 'forfeitures for non-payment ther^t^ff • ' ' ' ;'■

(.36) Power of levying duties, &c., by the government in Ind^a con-'C 
fanned. . —

(37) And be it further enacted, that all such orders, regulations-. 
usages, duties, taxes, ' f^nes, penalties, and forfeitures, shall be and 
remain in full force and effect until the same respectively shall ' be 
repealed, -altered,, ' or varied.—(Firt/e Duties, Customs, Taxes, &C..)r,

. Justices the Peace anl Coroners. , _ -
(38) , The - governor-general and council, .and the ch^i^^ justi^e.antdit 

jodges ^^- the -Supreme- Court, to be jostices .ft^r, Fort .William. fj.-;*;:
(39) Gt^’^«^)^ll^(ol^-

c: 135, 
§ 98.

§ 99-

1814.
54 Geo. S, 

!<t. 10S, S I.
S 2-

<.it bn* Sf 
f ,oo£i

■ 4 iG" -•»
ms, 

<13 
■ c. 63, § 38.
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c. 68, § 4.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, § 35.

1813.
53 Geo. 3,
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(39) (^(^-^leri^f^i^-^jgeneral, and governor in council, under commis
sion from the Supreme Court, may appoint justices of the peace and 
coroners.

(40) Governors of Madras and Bombay to be justices of the peace; 
—(Vide Justices of the Peace, &c.)

Governments in 
India de
clare cwtii^cates 
and licenses to 
i^®'<^ii^,if it ^^^ll 

o hiem 
that the persons 
to whom granted 
have forfeited 
their claim to 
protection.— 
I?ersons not tobe- 
prosecuted for 
residing without 
a license, until 
two months after 
notice.

5 37.

The King.
(41) His Majesty, by sign-manual, countersigned by the President 

of the Board, may remove any officer or servant of the Company in 
India.—( Vide The Sovereign.)

» Li<^e^nses and Certificates.
(42) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 

if any person having obtained a certificate or license 
from the said Court of Directors, authorizing such 
person to proceed to the East-Indies, shall at any time 
SO conduct .himself as in the judgment of the gover
nor-general, or governor of the presidency within which 
such person shall be found, to have forfeited his claim 
to the countenance and protection of the government 
of such pr(2sidency, it shall and may be lawful for such 
governor-general, or governor, by order, 'to declare that 
the certificate or license so obtained by such person, 
shall be void from a day to be named in such order; 
and from and after such day so to be named in such
order, ' such person, shall be deemed and • taken to be a person re
siding and being in the East-Indies without license or authority for 
that purpose, and may be sent forthwith to the United Kingdom ; 
any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary notwithstandii^jg: pro
vided nevertheless, that no person whose certificate or license shall 
have been so vacated . by order of any of the governments of the said 
Company as afo.resaid, shall be subj'ect or liable to any prosecution 
for residing or being found in the East-Indies without license or 
authority for that purpose, until two months after notice of such 
order shall have been given to such person, by delivery .to such person 
of a copy thereof, or by leaving the same at the last place of abode 
of such person, or by publication of such order in the gazette of the 
presidency where such order shall be made.

(43) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be Go^^i^nments in 
lawful for any of the governments of the said Com
pany at their several presidencies to license or other
wise authorize the residence at any place or places 
within the limits of the said Company’s governments, 
of any subject of -his Majesty, who shall go thereto 
after the tenth day of April one thousand eight hun
dred and fourteen, unless such person shall have been 
previously furnished with a license or certificate from the Court of

Directors

India not to sanc- 
tiwi t^T residc^Qce 
of his Majesty's 
subjects without 
tlie autlwrity of 
the directors, ex- 
cc^^t under spc- . 
cial circumstan
ces. -
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P^ei^ons residing 
in India without 
license, may be 

home 'witli- 
oiit being after^ 
wards pro^^(^ut- 
ed.

Directors of the said Company, or have' otherwise been authorized 
by law to reside within the said limits ; provided nevertheless, that any 
governor-general or governor of any of the said presidencies,, for > 
extraordinary reasons to be entered upon the minutes o^ council, may 
authorize by special license the residence of any subject of his Maji^i^ty 
in any place or places under the government of such presidency, 
until the pleasure of the said Court of Directors shall be known in 
that behalf; and that such special license shall be deemed and 
taken to be of the same force and effect as a'license of and from 
the said Court of Directors, until notice of the pleasure of the said 
court to the contrary shall have been given to such person, by 
delivery thereo-f to .such person, or by leaving the same at his last 
place of abode, or by publication therieof in the gazette of the pre
sidency by which such special license shall have been gra^t^^d; pro
vided that a copy of such license, and of the reasons for grantii^jg the 
same, accompanied with an application for a license from the said 
Court of Directors, shall be transmitted to the said Court o^ Direc
tors forthwith after the granting thereof.

Vnlice^i^i^d Persons.
(44) And whereas it may be doubtful whether the 

governor-general of Fort William in Bengal, or other 
persons authori zed to take, arrest, and seize such per
sons as may be found within the East-Indies; and other 
limits of the said Company’s charter, without license 
or other lawful authority ' for that purpose, have power 

to remit or send any such person or persons to the said United King-^; 
dom, except for the purpose of being prosecuted for a misdem^e^i^c^r; 
and whereas it may be sufficient in many cases to remit and send such ' 
persons to the United Kingdom, without subjecting them to further 
puni!^l^t^(^l^t; be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
said governor-general, or in his absence from his government the vice
president, the governor of any of the said Company’s presidencies, 
the chi^:f officer of the said Company resident at any British settle
ment in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, the Company’s council of 
supercarjgoes at the town and factory of Canton, . within the said town 
and factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other part of the coast 
of China, and such other persons as may be from time to time espe
cially deputed and authorized for that purpose by the Court Direc
tors of the said United Company, to take, arrest, seize, and cause to 
be .taken, arrested, and seized, at any place or places within the East
Indies or parts aforesaid, and to remit and send to the United King
dom, on board any ship or ships of or belonging to or in the service 
of the said Company, bound to the United Kingdom, all such persons 
so being found at any such place or places in the East-Indies or parts 
aforesaid, without licence or other lawful authority for that purj^t^is^; 
and the masters or other persons having the command of all such ships, 

shall

L.AWS.
1813.

53 Geo.
c. 155, 
§37.

§ 104.
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LAWS.

1813.
S3 Geo.' 3, 

c. 155, 
4 104.

shall and they are hereby authorized and required to receive and - safely 
and securely to keep all and every such person and persons who shall 
be sent -on board any ship or ships, for the purpose aforesaid, until 
such person or persons shall be landed in some port or ports of the 
United Kingdu^m: - provided always, that every person who shall be 
so put - bn board any such ship for the purpose aforesaid, shall be 
entitled to be discl^i^ir^f^d; in such port of the United Kingdom in 
which ' such ship 'shall be moored in safety, as such person shall 
think, fit. ■ .

1793.
33 Geo, 3, 

c. 52, 
S 45.

The governor- 
gcncral of Fort
William may is
sue warrants for

Suspecl^i^il Piersons.
(45) And be it further enacted, that it shall and 

may be lawful for the governor-general of Fort Wil
liam aforesaid, for the time being to issue his warrant _ 
under his hand and seal, directed to such peace pec^^Tperirnns 
officers and other persons as ' he shall think fit, for 
securing and detaining in custody any person or persons suspected of 
carrjdn^ on, mediately or immediately, any illicit correspondence dan
gerous to the peace or safety of any of the British' settlements or pos
sessions in India, with any of the princes, rajahs, or zemindars, or any 
other person or persons having authority in India, or with the comman
ders, governors, or presidents of any factories established in the East
Indies, by any European power, or any cor^tespi^i^den^e contrary to the 
r^l^s and orders of the said Company, or of the governor-general in 
council of Fort William aforesaid, and if, upon examination taken upon 
oath, in' writing, of ' any credible witness or witnesses before the gover
nor-general in council of Fort William aforesaid, there shall appear rea
sonable grounds for the charge, the said governor-general shall be, and 
is hereby authorized and empowered to commit such person or persons 
so suspected or accused to' safe custody, and shall within a reasonable 
time, not exceeding five days, cause to be delivered to him or them a 
copy of the charge or accusation on which he or they shall have been 
commil^t^t^d; and that the par^y or parties accused shall be permitted to 
deliver in his or their defence in writing, together with a list of such 
witnesses as he or they shall desire to' be examined in support thereof) 
and that such witnesses, and also the witness or witnesses in support 
of the charge, shall he examined and cross-examined on oath, in the 
presence of the party accused, and their depositions and examinations 
taken down in w^^l^ii^ng; and, if, notwithstanding such' defence, there 
shall appear to the said governor-general in council reasonable grounds 
for the charge or accusation, and for continuing the confinement, the 
party or parties accused shall remain in custody until he or they shall 
be brought to trial in India, or sent to England for that and
that all such examinations and proceedings, or attested copies thereof, 
under the seal of the Supreme Court of Judicature at FortWilliam, or 
of one of the mayor’s courts, shall be transmitted 'to the said Court 
of- 'Directors by the first despatches, in order to their being produced 

in
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in evidence on the trial of the part^iiss in the event of their being sent 
for trial to Great Britain; and in case such person or persons is or are 
intended to be sent to England, the said governor-general shall and 
he is hereby required to cause such person or persons to be s^nt to 
England by the first convenient opportunity, unless such person or 
persons sliall be disabled by illness from undertaking the voyage, in 
which case he or they shall be sent as soon as his or their state of 
health will safe^ly admit ther^e^ff; and that the examinations and pro* 
ceedings so transmitted as aforesaid shall be admitted and received as 
evidence in all courts law, subject to, any just exceptions to the 
competency of the said witness.

(46) Any unlicensed person going within Company's limits liable 
to , fine and imprisonment, and may be arrested and sent to England 
for trial by order of the governments in Indiia; and persons who shall 
have been dismissed, if found within the limits, to be deemed to have 
unlawfully traded.—(Vide British Subjects.)

l^i^mits oj Calcutta, Madras, and Eombdy.
(47) Whereas by an act of the Parliament of Great 

Britain, made and passed in the thirty-third year of his 
present Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for con-

LAWS.

17!^;^...
33 Gei). 3, 
c. O'2, § 45'.

1131—13-f.

Limits of the 
towns of Cal- 
Mtta, 
and Bombay. 
“ tinning in the East-India Company for a further Term the PosAsi-r 
“ sion of the British Territories in India, together with their exclusive 
“ Trade, under certain for establishing further Regu-
“ lations for the Government of the said Territories, and the better 

Administration of Justice within the samie; for appropir'atinng to' 
“ certain Uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Company; and- 
« for making Provision for the good Order and Government 'of the 
“ Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay it was amongst other, 
things enacted, that if any question should arise touching or concern
ing the true limits and extent of the towns and factories of Calcutta- 
Madras, and Bombay, respectively, or any of them, the same should 
be inquired into by the governor-general in council at Fort William, 
in respect to the limits and extent of Calcutta, and by the governor' 
in ,council at Fort St. George in respect to the limits and extent , of 
Madras, and the governor in council at Bombay in respect to the’ 
town of Bomb^iy; and that snch limits as the said respective govern
ments by order in council should declare, and prescribe to be the' 
limits of the said towns and factories respectively, should be held, 
deemed, and tak.en in law as the true-limits of the same, any custom' 
or usage to the contrary notwith^ts^i^t^ii^n^,: and whereas by reason of 
the.increase of the population of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, it is expedient that -tb^ several governments ofFort William* 
Fort St. George and Bombay in the East-Indies, should be further 
empowered, in manner, hereinafter mentioned, to extend, from time to 
tj^i^e.the limits of tlie said several towns,: may it. therefore, please 2d your

181S.
55 Geo. 3^ 
c. 84, S 1.
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. your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King’s 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of • the 
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia- 

. ment assembled, and by •the authority of the same, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the governor-general in council at Fort 
William •in Bengal, from time to time, as circumstances shall in their 
judgment require, to extend the limits of the town of Call^ut^ti; and 
to and for the governor in council at ' Fort St. George from time . 
to time, as circum^t^^nces shall in thefr judgment require, to • ex
tend the limits of the town of Madri^^; and to and for the governor in' 
council at Bombay, from time to time, as circumstances shall in . their 

^judgn^f^nt • require, to extend the limits of the town of Bot^bi^jr; and that 
such extended limits as the said respective governments shall, from time 
to time, in and by their respective orders in council, or by their regula
tions, declare and prescribe as aforesaid to be the limits of the said towns 
respectively, shall, from the time of publishing such orders in council, . 
or regulations by proclamation, at the respective presidencies, be held, 
deemed, and taken, as and for the true limits of the same ; and from 

'time to time, as any extension shall be made thereof, all jurisdictions, 
powers, and authorities which, by virtue of any act or acts of Parlia-, 
ment, or any charter or charters, or any law or usage, shall or may be. 
bounded or regulated by the limits of the said towns respectively, 
shall thenceforth be bounded and regulated by the limits of the said ' 
towns respectively, as they shall be UeclareU and prescribed, from time 
to time, in manner hereinbefore men^ii^i^{^(U; any custom, law, or 
usage to the contrai"^ notwithstanUing :• provided always, that no order 
in council or regulation hereafter to be made, and declaring or pre
scribing the limits of any of the said towns, . shall be valid or effectual, 
until it shall have been sanctioned, or shall have been authorized to 
be made and passed by the Court of Directors of the United Com
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, with the 
approbation of the Board • of Commissioners for the Affairs of India.

1813.
I Geo. .3, 
c. 15.5,
§ 89.

Passage-Money.

(48) The (^<3Urt of t^irecir^rs shall, and tl^dys^re hr^rel^^yibquired ro 
pay and advance to all and singular the ■s^ficera and persons herein-, 
hftor montioneU, .who ahall be reaidont in the United Kingdom at the 
time of their respective appointments, for the purpose of defraying the 
expenaos of their eeoipmenta and voyage, such aoms of monoq as are 
set against the namea of aoch officer.s and perssna reapostivolq, that is 
to*^l^t': ■ - . . .

To. the gsver^or-gonorhl of Fort-William in Bongal.... £^5,0D0
To ohch of the members of cooncil th^rc...........................l/SOO

(Vide Pasahge-Monoq.)
Reeridations.
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Regulations. 
Govetrnotr-General and Count^U may make Regulations.

(49) And be it further enacb^d, tfar h rhe^ll ^t^id 
may be lawful for the governor-general and coun
cil of the said United Company’s settlements at 
Fort William in Bengal, from time to ■t;ime, to make 
and issue sych rules, ordinances, and regulations, 
for the good order and civil government of the 
said United Company’s settlement at Fort William 
afotesaia, and other factories and places subordi
nate or to be Saborainate thereto, as shall be 
ae^emea just and reasonable (such rules, ordinances, 
and regulations, not being repugnant to the laws of the 
realm), and to set, impose, inflict, and levy reason
able fines and forfeitures for the breach or non-ob
servance of such rules, ordinances, and regulations;

Govei^noi’-ge- 
neral and coun

, cil may make 
such regulat^^ons 
ns may appear 

which shall 
not be valid un
til duly register
ed in the Su
preme 
Appeals may 'be 
made to the King 
in council, who 

•may repeal such 
rules ; and a co
py of all regula
tions is to be af
fixed in the In- 
dia-^^^se.

but nevertheless the sam'e, or any of them, shall not be V^lid, or of 
any force or effect, until the same shall be duly registered and 
published in the said Supreme Court of Judicature, which shall be 
by the said new charter established, with the consent and approbation 
of the said court^t' which registry shall not be made until the expi
ration of twenty days after the same shall b^ openly published, and a 
copy the^^of aff xed in some conspicuous part of the court-house, or 
place where the said supreme courts shall be held, and from and 
immediatiely after such registry -as' aforesaid, the same shall be good 
and valid in law; but nevertheless, it shall be lawful for any person 
or - persons in India to appeal therefrom to his Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, in counc^I^ who are hereby empowered, if they think f^t, 
to set aside and repeal^' any such rules, ordin^^ces, and regulations 
respectively, so as shch appeal, or notice thereof, be lodged in the 
said new court of judicature within the space of sixty days after 
the time of the registering and publishing the sa^; and it shall be 
lawful for any person or persons in England to appeal therefrom in 
like manner, within sixty days after the publishing the same in 
Englat^d; and it is hereby di^^^cted and required, that a copy of all 
such rules, ordinances, and regulations from time to time, as the 
same shall be so received, shall be af^xjed in some conspicuous and 
public place in the India-House, there to remain and be resorted to, 
as occasion ' shall require; yet nevertheless, such appeal shall not 
obstruct, impede, or hinder the immediate execution of any rule, 
ordinance, or regulation, so made and registered as aforesaid, until 
the same shall appear to have been set aside or repealed, upon the 
hearing and determination of such appeal.

Governor-ge- (50) Provided always, and be it enacted, that the 
go’^<ct^ol^tj^(eneral and council shall, and they are 

pies oftlieir rules hereby required from time to time, to transmit 
2 D 2 copies

a 7
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63, 
§36.

§37,
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o <)f the se-
cr€‘tj^ries of state; 
w’hich, if his Ma- 
jesi^y does not 
signify his disal
lowance of, shall 
t^^^e full ■

copias of nll sucb heles, ohdinancas, ^nd 
tions, ns thay sball n^s^k^e ^r^d o^i^e hiis
Mnjeety’s phiecipal eachatahiae of etata for tha tima 
baii^jg; ■ nnd thnt it sl^t^ll at^d ms^ny b(^ Is^n^ff^e tto 'ai^d 
for bie Majeety, his -b^^ris ai^d s,ul^(^l^^lS^rl^, fr<^m tti^i^ tto
tima, ns thay shnll think necaseahy, to signify to tha eaid Unitad Com- 
pney, endar his or tbaih sien-manual, bie or tbaih disapprobatitn ned 
disnllownnca of nll eucb relas, ohdinances, ned regulations ; and tbat 
fram ned immadintaly nftar tbe tima thnt sech dieapphobation shall 
ba dely registehed nnd publiebed in tha snid Sepheme Court of Jedi- 
catehe nt FOTt-William in Bengal, nll sucb hules, trdinancee, nnd reee- 
latione, sball ba eell ned void ; bet in caee his Majeety, his hairs nnd 
seccassors, shnll not, within tha spnca of two yanrs from tha mnking 
of sech relas, ordinances, nnd heeelations, eienify hie or tbeih disap- 
phtbatitn or disalltwance theheof■, ns afOTesaid, thnt than nnd in that 
caee nll eecb relas, OTd^^iancas, nnd regulatitne shnll ba vnlid nnd 
efiectual, nnd have fell fohce.

1781.
21 Gto. .3, 

c. 70, § 23.

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. 142,
§ 8.

R^egulati^ons f^ir Pr^ovincial Co'urts.

(50) Thehaid liout^tlh^annranhe ^^guleU<^ltis l^oir harivlovial i^oucte,
&c {Vide Coehte for tha Phtviacae.)

neral in council, 
"'hich aifece ehe 
natives or others 
amenable to tlie 
courts of justice, 
to be 
with translations, 
i«^ ^lie ccuntrc 

nc.

Regulations to he printed and translat.ed and ^^^r^med into a Code.

(51)And v^liwras nertane r^ej^^v^ecU^i^iesifor the be^t^tee 
ndminiserntion tf jeetica nmteg eba eaeiva iebnbieaeee the govemor-ge- 
ned othere, being within the pro-^^ncae of Baegnl, '
Bnbnr, ned Orissn, bava baan from tima to tima framad 
by tha govi^l^l^(^t^■^jc®earnl in coencil in Baegnl; ned 
nmong othar regelntioee it hns baae aetnbliehad ned 
declahad ns assantinl to- tha fetera prosparity bf tha 
British tarritthies in Baegnl, thnt nil hegelatites pnssad 
by Govarnmant, nffectieg tha rights, propahtiae, or par
sons of tha sebjacts, should ba formed into n rcgelnr coda, nnd prietad, 
with trn^elntioes, in tha coentry lnegengas, nnd thnt tha ghoeede of 
avary ragelntion ba prafi^^ad to it; nnd thnt tha ctuhte of jestica 
within tha prov^ncas ba boend to ragelnta thair dacisitee by tha 
relas nnd ordiea^ltas which sech hegulatione mny coetaie, whareby 
tha nntiva iehnbitnets mny ba mnda acquainted with tha pr^^iiegas 
nnd immeeitias ghaetad to tham by tha Bhitieb Gtvahnmaet, nnd tha 
moda of obtnieing spaady hadheee for nny iefhii^j^lem^et of tha snma : 
ned wharans it is eseantinl thnt so wisa nnd snletnry n provision 
shoeld ba ethictIy obeervad, ned thnt it ebould not ba in tha powar of 
tha gtvahnth-gee^rnl in coencil to naglact or to dispeesa with tha eama; 
ba it tbahaftra annctad, thnt nll hagelntione which shnll ba ieeuad nnd 
framad by tha gtvahnor-genarnl in coencil nt ' Fort' Willinm in Baegnl, 
nffecting tha rights, pahetns, ot ■ phopehty of tha eativae, ot of ney 

othar
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other individuals who may be amenable to the provincial courts ’ of 
justice, shall be registered in the judicial department, and formed 
into a regular code, and printed, with translations, in the country 
languages, and that the grounds of each regulation shall be prefixed 
to it; and all the provincial courts of judicature shall be, and they 
are hereby directed to be bound by and to regulate their decisions by 
such rules and ordinances as shall be contained in the said regula
tions ; and the said governor-general in council shall annually 
transmit to the Court of Directors of the East-India Company 
ten copies o^ such regulations as may be passed in each year, and 
the same number to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India.

j LAWS,

1797.
37 Geo. 3, 

c. ige, 
§8.

Hie gove^nor- 
general and 
council at Fort
William may or
der coporal pu
nishment for 
br^ct (^f ^^les 
made under au
thority of the rr- 
cit(6d act oX 13 
Geo. 3.

(52) And whereas the powers given by the act of the 
thirteenth year of his present Majesty to the governor
general and council of the said United Company’ s set
tlement at Fort William aforesaid, to enforce the ob- 
®^rr^i^i^(ce of such rules, ordinances, or regulations, for 
the good order and civil government of the said settle
ment, and Ot^ter factories and places subordinate to or 
to be subordinate thereto, as they are thereby autho
rized to make, by setting, imposing, and levying reason
forfeitures -for the breach or non-observance of such

1800.
.39 an^d 40 

Ge(^. 3,
c. 79, § 18.

able f^nes and
rules, ordinai^ices, and regulations, have not been found sufficient tor 
the preservation of good order in the said settle^^i^lt; be it therefore 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor
general and council for the time being, in addition to, or instead of 
such f^nes and forfeitures as above-mentioned, to order or appoint 
such moderate and reasonable corporal punishment, by public or pri
vate whipping, or otherwise, as to them' shall seem fit and expedient, 
for the breach or non-observance of any such rules heretofore made 
or hereafter to be by them made, by virtue of the author^^y herein
before recited, subject nevertheless to such regisitre^, publication, 
approbation, power of appeal, and other regulations, as in and 
by the said recited act, passed in the thirteenth year of his pre
sent Majesty, are prescribed and provided, touching the rules, ordi
nances, ^^gulations, fines, and forfeitures therein and hereinbefore 
mentioned.

No corporal 
punishment to be 
ordered, except 
on r(^nvvitism lie- 
fore two justices. 
—No conviction 
to be revkwed.

(53) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
that no such corporal punishment shall in any case 
be ordered to be inflicted, except only in case of due 
conviction of the offender, before two justices of the 
peace acting in and for the said settlement, presi
dencies, and places thereto subordinate, which ofl^'ence

such two justices of the peace are hereby authorized and empowered 
to hear and determine, and to order such punishment upon conviction 
as aforiesaiil; provided also, that no such conviction, judgment, or 

2 D 3 order,

j 19.    
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laoo.
39 and 40 

Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 19.

1807.
47 Geo. 3, 

c. 68, 
§ J-

I,A WS. ,,order, shall be reviewed or brought into any superior court by writ 
of c^'Ttiorari or appeal, or any other process ; any thing
in any former act or acts to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith
standing, ■
- (54) And be it enacted by the King's most excellent Subject to appeal 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the —Governors in 
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons in this dKuT'anid'Boml 
present Parliament assembled, and the authority of bay to make re-
the same, that it shall and may be lawful to and for Sulations for the 

the said governor m council of Fort St. George, and those towns and 
the said governor in council of Bombay, from time dependencies, 
to time, respecting ordinai^ices, to make, frame, and issue such 
rules and regulations for the good order and civil government of the 

. towns of Madras and Bombay respectively, and of the said Company’s 
settlements at Port St. George and Bombay, and other factories and 
places subordinate or to be subordinate thereto respectively, and to 
set, impose, inflict, and levy such reasonable fines and forfeitures, and 
to order and appoint such moderate and reasonable corporal punish
ment for the breach or non-observance of any such rules, ordinances, 
or regulations, as the governor-general in council of Fort William in 
Bengal may now lawfully make, frame, and issue, for the good order 
and civil government of the said Company’s settlement at Fort Wil
liam aforesaid, and other factories and places subordinate or to be 
subordinate ther^^io; but nevertheless, . such rules, ordinances, and 
regulations, to be made by the sa^d governor in council of Fort St. 
George, shall not be valid, or of any force or effect, until the same 
shall be duly registered and published in the Supreme Court of Judi
cature of Fort St, George aforesaid, in like manner, and within such 
time as the rules, ordinances, and ^^gulations, to be made by the said 
governor-general in council of Fort William aforesaid, are by any 
act or acts now in force required to be registered in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William afo^^said ; nor shall the rules, 
ordinances, or regulations, to be made by the governor in council of 
Bombay, be valid, or of any force or effect, until the same shall be 
duly registered and pul^li^hed in the ■ Court of the Rec^order of Bom
bay, in like manner, and within such time as aforesaid,

(55) And be it further enacted, that all such rules, ordinances, and 
regulations, so to be made as aforesaid, shall be subject, in all respects, 
to the like power of appeal, and to all the like regulations' and provi
sions as are mentioned and contained in an act made in the' thi^^eenth 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for esta

blishing certain Regulations for the better Management of the 
Affairs of the East-India Company, as well in India as in Europe 

and in an act made in the thirty-ninth and fortieth ' year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, intituled “An Act for establishing Turther 

Regulations for the' Government -of 'the British Te^rritories in India, 
and the' better Administration of Justice within the same, as to the 

' “ Rules,

S 2.
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. “ Rules, Ordinances, and Regulations therein respectively authorized 

. <‘ to be made by the said governt^i^- general in council, as aforesaid.”
I.AWS.

Copies of Regulations to be laid before Parliament.

(56) Coj^ies oo ret^r^l^tic^i^s aliroot^, n^at^e ui^(:^(^j^33' G(^(^. 3, c. 14^4^; 33) 
and 40 Geo. 3, c. 7); and 47 Geo. 3, sess. 2, c. 68, to be laid annu- 

' ally, with accounts, bsfoee Paeliamsnt.—('^i.de Paeliamsnt.)

Sah^i^^es.
(57) And bd be Ourtl^i^r i^ae^^d, shat^^lioe^g timtimi die ^^sHs

torial acquisitions shall eemaib in ' the possession o^ tl^e said Oompany, 
the Oourt of Directors of ,rhs said Unirse Company shall, and they 
are hereby esquieee to eieecr, and cause to be paid, csetain and estt^-. 

' blished salaries to rhs goveenoe-gsnsral, and to each of the council of 
. the said Ubitse Oompany’s peesidebcy of Fort William in Bengal, 
(that is to say), to the goveenoe-gsneral twsbty-five rhousabd pounds 
by the ysae, and to each of the council of the said Unirsd Oompany's 
presiidei^^y of Foer William in. Bsbgal reb rhousabe pounds by the 
ysae, and that Such salaries shall be paid and payable to sac■h and 
every of them eespscrivsly, for the rime beibg, out of the said rseri- 

'toeial acquisircobs in the kibgeoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa.* 
' (58) Such salaries be in lieu of all fees of offce, peequisirss,
emolumebrs, and advan^^es ' wharsoevee, and rhar no fees of office, 
perquisites, emoIumebts, or advan-iaigss whatsoevee shall be accsprse, 
recsivsd, or rakeb by such governor-gebeoal and couscCI.—[Vide 
Salaeces.) ' ' ’

_ Schools, P^ublic l^eetures,-£fc, ^for^ benejd of Nat^^xes.
(59) Peovcsi6b for schools, public ls'Crurss, oo othsr literary cnsri- 

tuiiobs for the bsnefit of rhs bar^ves, to' be oegularee by governor- 
gsbsral in council, subject to cobteol of the Board; but appoibtmenis 
to oUBicss rhsoeib to be made by rhs local goveonmenrs.•—(Vide Ool- 

'Is‘gss and' Ssmcnaeies.) .

Servants of the Coi^jiani/ may be appointed to Boards withouU: reference 
' ' to Seniority.

■ (60) (Vide Seovabts, Oivil and Military.) .

Trade.
No Governor-General or Governor to embark in, Sfc.

(61) And be it fuorhsr snactsd, that ir shall not be lawful for .amy 
govsmoo-J»eneral; or govsenoo, or any membso of council of the said 
presidenciss 'in Ibdia, to be concerbsd in any tr^de or trafRc whatevso, 

except 

. » Tlic salaries of the governors and members of council at Madras and Bombay 
are not fxed by act of Parliament. . '
. 2 b 4

)B13.
5.3 Geo. 3, 

c. lOo,
§ 66.

177.3.
1.3 Geo. 3, 
c. 6.3, § 21.

1813.
5.3 Geo. .3, c. 155, 

§ 43.

§ 86.

17!) .3.
.33 Geo. 3, c. ;i‘2, 

§ 137.
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LAWS.

1793.
:;J3 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
$ 137.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
$ 121.

iW.
33 Geo. if, 

c. 52, 
f 42.
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Government to 
carry sentenced 
of transportation 
into 
but natives not to 
be 
beyond a .certain 
distance.

except on account of the said Company, nor for any nollentor, super
visor, or other person employed or concerned in the collection of the 
revenues, or the administration of .justice, in the provinces of Bengal, 
Baliar, and Orissa, or eitlier of them, or their agents or servants, or 
any person or persons in trust for them or any of them, to carry on 
or be concerned in, or to have any dealings or transactions, by way of 
traffic or trade, at any place wntt^in any of the provinces in India, or 
other parts, or to buy any goods, and sell the same again, or any part 
thereof, at the place where he or they bought the same, or any'other 
place within the same province, or any other such province or country 
respectively, except on account o^. the said Company,

Transportation.
{62) And be it further enacted, that the govern

ments of the said presidencies and settlements respec
tively shall, and they are hereby required, to take 
order ^ar the due performative of all sentences Of trans
portation, pronounced by any of the said courts, under 
and by virtue of this act;: provided always, that it
shall not be lawful for any such court to order the transportation of 
any person, being ' a native of India and not bom of European parenfs, 
to any part beyond the seas, situated more than thirty ' ’
pr twenty-five degrees south of the line.—(Vide Coin.)

■ War, or Hostilities.
(63) And forasmuch as to pursue schemes of con

quest and extension of dominion in India are measures 
repugnant . to the wish, the honour, and policy of this 
^^^tt^o: be it further enacted, that it shall not be law
ful for the governor-general in' council of Fort William 
aforesaid, without the express command and authority 
of the said Court of Directors, or of the said Secret 
Committee by the authority of the said Board of Com
missioners for the Affairs of India, in any case (except 
where hostilities have actually been commenced, or pre
parations actually made for the commencement of hostilities, against the 
British nation in India, or against some of the princes or states depen
dant thereon, or whose territories the said United Company shall be 
at such time engaged by any subsisting treaty to defend or guarantee) 
either to declare war or commence hostilities, or enter into any.treaty 
for making war against any of the country princes or states in India, 
pr any treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any country princes, 
or sta^t^ii; and that in any such case it shall not be lawful for the said 
governor-general and council to declare war or commence hostilities, 
or to enter into any treaty for making war against any other prince or 
state, tlian such as shall be actually committing hostilities or making 
preparations as aforesaid, or to make such treaty for guaranteeing the 

possessions

degrees nortlj

Council at Fort 
William without 
the command of 
thecilr^^l$,&cu 
rnccefit; prepam- 
tionsofhostilities 
d)aU 1^ made^' 
C^ (^.—Communt- 
mtinn of ccrni' 
mencement of - 
hostilit^ies, &n. (to 
be made to the 
directors, &c.
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(64) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be 
lawful for the governors and counsellors of Fort St. 
George and Bombay, or of any other subordinate set
tlement, to make or issue any order for commencing 
hostilities, or levying war, or to negotiate or conclude 
any treaty of peace or other treaty, with any Indian 
prinncj or state (except in cases of sudden emergency

possessions of any prince or state, but upon the consideration of such 
prince on state actually engaging to assist the Company against such 
hostilities commenced, or preparations made as afor^^^iil; and in all 
cases where hostilities shall be commenced, or treaty made, the said 
governor-general and council shall, by the most expeditious means 
they can devise, communicate the same unto the said Court of Direc
tors, or to the said secret commli;tee, together with a full state of 
the information and intelligence upon which they shall have "com
menced such hostilities, or made such treaties, and their motives and 
reasons for the same at large.

Governments of 
Fort St. (beorne 
o Bosiliey ent 
to declare war, 

but by or
ders from Fort
William or the 
dii^ectors, &c.— 
Penalty on go- 
oernora, &c. of - .
Fort St. George or imminent . danger, when it shall appear dangerous to 
ad^^Bmi^l^ay, for postpone such hostilities or treaty), unless in pursuance 
from Fort-Wil- of express orders from the said governor-general in 
ham. council of Fort William aforesaid, or from the said
Court of Directors, or from the said secret committee hy the autho
rity of the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of IndSua; and 
every such treaty shall, if possible, contain a’t^ci^use for subjecting the 
same to the ratification or rejection of the governor-general in council 
of Fort William ' aforesE^ail: and the said governors and counsellors, 
and other officers of the said presidencies of Fort St. George and 
Bombay, or other settlements respectively, are hereby required to pay 
and yield obedience to all such orders as they shall from time to 
time respectively receive from the said governor-general in council of 
Fort William aforesaid, concerning the matters aforesaid ; and that all 
and singular the said governors, counsellors, and other officers, who 
shall refuse or wilfulily neglect or forbear to pay obedience to such 
orders and instructions as they shall receive from the said governor
general in council of Fort William as aforesaid, shall be liable to' be 
removed, dismissed, or suspended from the exercise of their respec
tive offices or powers, by order of the said governor-general in council 
of Fort' William, and be sent to England, and be subject to such 
further pains and penalties as' are or shall be provided by law in that 
behalf.

' I ■ ■ '

LAWS.
1793.

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 
$ 42.

§43.
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GRATUITIES.

Prior to . 1813, the Coi^r,t of Directors had full power to 
award such gratuities as tliey might see fit, without refe
rence to any other authority. By the 88th section of the 
53d Geo. Ill, the cpurt are restricted from charging the 
Company’s funds with any gratuity beyond £^600, unless the 
grant or resolution shall be sanctioned by the Court of Pro
prietors, and approved and confirmed by the Board of Com
missioners , for the Affairs of India. In 1815, it was found 
that the above-mentioned ■ act did not fully effectuate what was 
then intended, as any grant by the Court of Proprietors was 
not subjected to approval by the Board of Commissic^^^ers. 
The act of the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 64,, was accordingly passed, 
to remedy the defect. Copies of all instruments or warrants 
authorizing ■ such gratuities are to be laid before Parliament.

The By-Laws of the ' Company provide that every resolution 
of the Company for granting to any person any sum by way of 
gratuities exceeding £i^00, shall be laid before and approved 
by two General Courts, to be specially summoned for that 
purpose, in the form of a report, to be signed by such D^iI^e^<^l^c^rs 
as approve of the grant. -

LAWS.

1813.
.53 Geo. 3, 

c. I 55, 
§ 88.

LAWS.
No Gratuity above £600 to be good, unless co'^rp^'^'^ieii by the Board.
(!) And whereas by the said act of the Parliament Copiesofgrants 

of Great-Britain of the thirty-third year of hjs present iu;d"bcfore Par° 
Majesty, it was enacted, that no grant or resolution of liament. 
the said Company, or their Court of D^irectors, to be made after 
the passing of that act, and during the continuance of tlieir right 
in the exclusive trade thereby granted, whereby the funds of the 
said Company might become charr^e^i^lbe with any new salary, or 
increase of salary, or any new or additional establishment of officers 
or servants, or any new pension or increase of pension, to any one 

person,
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person, exceeding two hundred pounds per annum, should be avail
able in law, unless such grant or resolution should be approved and 
confirmed by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs • of India, 
attested under the hand of the president of the said Boated: and 
whereas, for further protecting the funds of the said Company, during 
the continuance of the further term hereby granted to the said Com
pany, it is expedient that the said Company should be pu^' under 
reasonable limitations in respect to the' grantinjg of gratui^i^s; be it 
tiierefore further enacted, that from and after the passing of this 
act, it shall not be lawful for the said Court of Directors to charge 
the funds of the said Company with the payment of any gratuity to 
any ofScer, civil or military, or other person, exceeding the sum of six 
hundred pounds, unless the grant or resolution for that purpose • shall 
have been sanctioned by the Court of Proprietor.s, and approved and 
confirmed by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indi^: 
and that copies of all wantants or instruments granting any salary, 
pension or gratuity, shall be submitted to both Houses Parliament, 
within one month after such grant, if Parliament • shall be then setting, 
or if not, within one month 'affter their then next meeting.

Any Gratuil^ty above £600 to be approveii b^ Board.
(2) Whereas by 'an act of Parliament passed in'the 

fifty-third y^^^r of hiis M^ajesty^’s i^eigni, r^ctitting t^hei'ei-
in that it was expedient that the said Company should 
jje put under reasonable limitations in respect to the
granting of gratuities, it was enacted, that from and after ' 
the passing thereof, it should not be lawful for the Court 
of Directors of the said Company to chanee the funds of 

the said Company with the payment of any g^tuity to any officer, civil 
or militany, or any other person, exceeding the sum of six hundred 
pounds, unless the gr^nt or nesolutl’on for that purpose should have been 
sanctioned by the Court of Proprietors, and approved and confirmed by 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India; and that copies of 
all warrants or instruments, erantine any salary, pension, or gratuity,. 
should be submitted to both Houses of Parliament within one month 
after such grant, if Parliament should be then sitting, or if. not, within 
one month after their then next me^^ti^nj: and whereas the said last- 
mentioned enactment doth not fully effectuate the intention expressed 
in the preamble thereto; be it therefone enacted by the King’s most 
excellent • Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in -this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that from and after 
the passing of this act, it shall not be lawful for the said Company, 
or for the Court of Dinectons of the said Company, with the sanc
tion of the Court of Proprietors o' the said Company, to charge 
the funds of the said Company with the payment of any gratuity to 
any officer, civil or military, or oihen person, exceeding the sum of 

. si.x

LAiWS.J
1813.

5.3 Geo. 3, 
c. 1.55, 
§ 88.

Company not to 
charge tti^^^ 
selves any
gratuity exceed
ing £ 600, unless 
approved by the 
(/^^^if^sione i* 
for Indian Af
fairs.

181.5.
55 Geo. S, 
. c. 64.
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1815.
55 Geo. 3, 

c. 64.
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six hundred pounds, unless the grant or resolution for that purpose 
shall have been approved and confirmed by the Board of Commis
sioners for the Affairs of India; and that copies of all warrants 
or instruments granting any salary, pension, or gratuity, shall be sub
mitted to both . Houses of Parliament, within one month after such 
grant, if Parliament ■ should be then sitting, or if not, within one 
month after their then next meeting.

c.6,520.

ties exceeding 
^^(iOO to be laid 
before two gene
ral courts in the 
form of a report, 
stating the 
grounds of re
commendation, 
and signed by 
the directors ap
proving the 
same.

BY-LAWS. ■
That every resolution of the Court of Directors for . Resolutions re

granting to any person, by way of gratuity, any sum of sjpec^en<geegiiioU*' 
money exceeding in the whole six hundred pounds 
shall be laid before and approved by two General 
Courts, specially summoned for that purpose, in the 
form of a report, stating the grounds upon which such 
grant is recommended, which resolution and report 
shall be signed by Such directors as approve the srn^^; 
and that the documents on which such resolution may 
have been formed sha^l be open to the inspection of 
the propriiEtors, from the day on which public notice 
has been given of the proposed grant.
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JURIES, JUSTICES, AND CORONERS.

Trial by Jury in Great ' Britain is said to be coeval 
with the first government of the island, and it has been so 
highly esteemed and valued by the people, that no ' conquest, 
no change of government, could ever prevail ' to abolish it In 
Magna Charta, it is more than once insisted on as the prin
cipal bulwark of our liberti^i^fs; and it is therein declared, that 
no freeman shall be hurt, either in his person or his :
Nisi per legale judid^um parium sv&r^m, vel per l^em terro.*

In the session of 1825, his Majesty’s principal secretary of 
state for the home department f submitted to Parliament the 
expediency of making further provisions for the regulation of 
juries, and obtained leave of the House to bring in a bill for 
that purpose. The Report thereon wa^ considered on the 
21st of May, when Mr. Peel stated the provisions which were 
contemplated by the intended measure. In the first place, it 
was to consolidate the statute law respecting the empa^i^^Uing 
of juries, and thereby relieve the statute-bo/)k from the weight 
of no less than sixty statutes—repealing altogether twenty 
useless sta^ut^^^: another object was to extend materially the 
number of persons qualified to serve on juries; but the most 
important was the mode to be adopted in selecting special 
juries, under which it was proposed, thfkt in every case in 
which the crown was either a real or nominal party, and a 
special jury required, the jury should be sd^t^cted by ballot. 
The whole measure wa^ received by the House with marked 
approbjatiion, and the strongest testimony was borne by the 
leading professional members (although politically opposed 
to the right honourable mover) to the substantial benefit which 

would
* Biackstone, vol. Ui.
I The Right Uonourah^^^ Robert Peel.
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would be derived to the country at large from the proposed 
measure, which they considered would confer a more lasting 
fame on his reputation, than any that had been introduced by 
his predecessors. The act 6 Geo. IV, cap. 50, received the 
royal assent 22d June 1825.

Trial by Jury in India is confined to criminal causes.
The Charter of Justice establishing the Supreme Court of 

Judicature in Bengal in 1773, requires that persons who are 
to be summoned to serve on grand juries, “ shall be subjects 
“ of Great Britain,” and that persons to be suntmoned on 
petit juries “ shall be sucht British subjects as aforesaid.” 
A high law authority considers “ that the legitimate descen- .

dants in the paternal line of a native of the United Kingdom 
are British subjects within the meaning *f the charter, though 
their mothers or ancestors in the maierni^lline may be natives 
of I^ndia, and that the legitimate dc p^i^thants of a native 
of India in the paternal . line are ■ not British subjects, though 
their mothers or ancestors in the maternal line may be natives 
of the United Kingdom. The national character, according 
to the principles of the law of England, (which differs in this 
respect from the maxim partus sequitur ventrem of the civil 
law) is determined by the father. Lex Angli^ce nwnquam matris 
sed semper patris cont^itimem. imltari ptarturn■ j^ud^l^cat.* Illegi
timate children born in India, of whatever parents, are 
necessarily excluded from, any claim to British descent, and 
must derive their national character from the place of their 
birth.”
In civil causes the plaintiff, and defendants appear either

personally, or by their attorney, before the Supreme Court, 
where witnesses are , summoned and examined upon oath; 
and the judges have full power and authority, upon examining 
and considering the several allegations of the parties to the 
suit, to give judgment and sentence accoit^iing to justice and 
right; and also to award and order such costs as the court 
may think just. '

The Supreme Court being a court of Oyer and Te^rminer 
and gaol delivery, the judges are to issue their warrant or 

precept 
» Fortescue de laudibus leg. Angl., cited in Coke on Littleton, fol. 123 a.
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precept directing the sheriff to summon a convenient number, 
therein to Ue specified, of the principal inhabitants resident in 
Calcutta, being subjects of Great Britain, as a grand jur^; 
and also a convenient number to be specified of such British 
subjects aforesaid as a petit jury, to try the indictment or in
quest.

The sheriff at Fort William is appointed in the following 
mode. The Supreme Court > Judicature upon the first 
Tuesday of De^t^ember in e' ery year is to nominate three 
persons resident in the town of Calcutta, or the precincts 
thereolj . to the Governor-General in Council, or the major 
part of them, who within three days after such nomination is to 
appoint one of the said three persons;, to serve the office of 
sheriff for the year f i aing, to be computed from the 20th 
Dc^t^t^mber. Similar p' isions exist at Madras and Bombay.

In March 1826, the esident of the Board of Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India* obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
regulate the appointment ofjuries in the East-J^n^i^^; b;y which 
all good and suf^i^i^^nt persons resident witliin the limits of the 
several towns of Calcurra, Madras, and Bombay, and not being 
the subjects of any foreign state, according to certain rules 
and qualificarions, are to be deemed capable of serv.ing as 
jurors on grand or petit juries, and upon all other inquests, and 
liable to be summoned accordii^^^ly; the respective courts of 
judicature at Calcutta^ ' Madras, and JBoi^lb^y, to make and 
establish such rules, with respect to the qualificarion, appoint
ment, form of summoning, challenging, and service of such 
jurors, and such other regulations relating thereto, as they 
may respectively deem expedient and proper: copies of all 
such rules and regulations to .be certified under the . hands and 
seals of the judges of such courts to the president of the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, for the purpose of 
being laid before his Majesty for his royal approbation, cor
rection, or refu^i^l: grand juries in all cases, and all juries for 
the trial of persons professing the Christian religion, are to 
consist wholly of persons professing the Christian religion.

Justices
* The Right Hon. C. JV. Williams Wynn.
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' Justices ojf the Pearce.
The Governor-General, Governors, Members of Council, 

and Judges of the respective Courts of Judicature, are justices 
of the peace, and may act as such. .

The several Governments, under a commission fn^m . the 
Supreme Court, may appoint the Company's servants and 
other British inhabitants justices of the peace for the several 
presidencies, and the provinces subordinate thereto.

The justices of the peace may appoint scavengers for the 
.towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and may give orders 
for watching and repairing the streets, and also grant licenses 
for the sale of spirituous liquors, and may exercise the same 
power in gi-^i^^ing such licenses as justices of the peace in 
England. Justices of the peace in the provinces have juris
diction in cases of assault and trespass 'c^i^r^utted hy British 
subjects on the natives of Indiii; and in cases of small debts 
due from the former to the latter, justices may qualify by 
taking the oaths in any court of justice within the provinces.'

■ U

Coroners. •

The Governments may appoint Coroners for their respective 
presidencies, who may exercise the same power as Coroners in 
Eng^land, and are to have and be entitled to such reasonable 
fees and allowances for the 'performance of the duties of their 
ofiice, as shall be prescribed by the several Governments. •

LAWS.

1774.
H.M.
Letters 
Patent, Bengal.

oyer and ter
miner and gaol- 
delivery.^She- 
rifr to summon 
grand juries.^-* 
^heri^'to sum. 
mon petit juries^ 
—.Punishment 
for non-attend-. 
ance of jui^ies.

LAWS^.
Juries.

(1) And it is our further will and pleasure, and we Supreme count 
do hereby grant, ordain, and appoint, that the said **’ a co^rt. of 
Supreme , Court of Judicature at Fort William in Ben- '
gal, shall also be a court of Oyer and Terminer and 
gaol delivery, in and for the town of Calcutta and fac
tory of Fort William, in . Bengal aforesaid, and the limits 
thereof and the factories subordinate thert^i^i^to; and 
shall have the like power and authority as commission
ers or justices of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery 
have • or may exercise in that part of Great Britain called England, to 
inquire, by the oaths of good and sul^^ient men, of all treasons, mur
ders, and other felonies, forgeries, perjuries, trespi^i^^i^is,and other crimes 

, and

    
 



JURIES, J^USTICES, AND CORO^^ISRS. 447

and misdemetinors heretofore had, done* or committed, or whi^li- 
shall hereafter be had, done, or committed, within the said town 
or factory and the limits aforesaid, and the factories subordinate 
1116)^124.0; and for thaf'p^urpose to issue their warrant or*precept, to be 
prepared in manner above-mentioned, and directed to the said sheriff, 
commanding him to summon a convenient number, therein to b<^ spe
cified, of the principal inhabitants resident in the said town ofCalcutta, 
being subjects of Great Britain, of us, our heirs and successors, to 
attend and serve, at a time and place therein also to be specified, as a 
grand jury or inquest, for us, our heirs and -succes^t^i^^; and present _ to 
the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal such 
crimes as shall come to their knowledge, and the said crimes and 
offences to hear and determine, by the oaths of other good and suffi
cient men, bein^ subjects o^ Great Britain, of us, our heirs or succes
sors, and resident in the said town of Calcut^ta; and for that purpose 
to issue a summons or precept, prepared in such manner as is .before
mentioned, and directeil to the said sheriff, commanding him to sum
mon a convenient number, to be therein specified, of such British 
subjects as aforesaid, ti be and appear, at a 'time and place therein to 
be specified, and to try the said indictment or inquest. And if any 
such grand or petit jury, so summoned as aforesaid, shall refuse or 
neglect 'to attend, according to such summons, and be sworn upon 
inquest, we do hereby further empower the said Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Fort William in Bengal to punish t^^, said contempt 
by fine or imprisonment, or both. '

Also criminal (2) And it is our further will and pleasure, and we do 
cc^furt'of'oyerr * liereby grant, order, ordain, and appoint, that the said 
ami terminer. Supreme Court o^ Judicature at Madras shall also be a
court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery, in and for Fort St. 
George, and - the town of - Madras and the limits thereof^ and the fac
tories subordinate thereto, and shall have and be invested with the 
like, power and authority as commissioners or justices Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery have or may exercise in that part of 
Great Britain called England, to inquire, by the - oaths of good and 
sufficient men, of treasons, murders, and other felonies, forgeries, per
juries, trespasses, and other.crimes and misdemeanors, heretofore had, 
made, done or committed, or -which shall hereafter be had, done.or 
committed within Fort St. George and the said town of Madras, or 
the limits thereof, or the factories subordinate ' thereto,; and for that 
purpose - to issue their warrant or precept, to be prepared in manner 
above-mentioned and directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to 
'Summon a convenient number, therein to be specified, of the principal 
inhabitants resident in Fort St. George or , tlie said town of Madras, 
being persons so heretofore described and distinguished as British sub
jects of us, our heirs and successors, as aforesaid, to attend and serve, 
at a time and place therein also to be specified, as a grand jury or 
inquest, for us, our heirs and successors, and present to the said court 
... 2 E such
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LAWS.

18(00.
H. M.
Letters 
latent, 
Madras.

1823. 
H. M. 
Letters 
T^atent, 

Bomba v

such crimes and of^^inces as shall come to their knowledge, and the 
said crimes and offences to hear and ■ determine, by the oaths of other 
good and ,sufl5i;ient men, being persons so heretofore described, and 
distinguished as British subjects of us, our heirs and successors, and 
resident' in Fort St. George, or- the said town of Madras, or the limits 
thereof, or the factories subordinate thereto : and for that purpose to 
issue a summons or 'precept, prepared in such manner as 'is herein
before-mentioned, .and directed to the said sheriff, commanding 'him 
to summon a convenient number, to be therein specified, of such per
sons so ' heretofore described and distinguished as British subjects, ds 
aforesaid, to try the said indictment or inquest. And if any person 
or persons to be summoned upon such grand or petit jury, as afore
said, shall refuse or neglect to attend according to such summons, and 
be sworn upon inquest, we do hereby further empower the said Supreme 
Court of Jr^tiicature at Madras to punish the said contempt, by ^ne or 
by imprisonment, for a reasonable time, to be limited, or by both.

(3) And it is our further will and pleasure, and we Also criminal 
do hereby grant, order, ordain and appoint, that the *
said Supreme Court of Jr^d^ica^t^ure at Bombay shall and terminer, 
also be a court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery, in and for 
the town and island of Bombay and the limits thereof, and the fac
tories subordinate thereto, and shall have and be invested with the 
like power and authority as commissioners or justices Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery have or may exercise in that part of 
Great Britain called England, to inquire, by the oaths of good and 
sufficient men, of all treasons, murders, and other felonies, forgeries, 
perjuries, trespasses, and other crimes and misdemeanors heretofore 
had, made, done or committed, or which shall hereafter be had, done ‘ 
or committed, within 'the said town ■ and island of Bombay, or the 'limits 
thereof, or the factories subordinate thei^i^tt); and for that purpose to 
issue their warrant or precept, to be prepared in manner above-men
tioned, and directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to summon 
a convenient number, therein to be specified, of the principal inhabi
tants resident in the said town or island Bombay, being persons ■ so 
heretofore described and distinguished as British subjects o^ us, our 
heirs and successors, as aforesaid, to attend and serve, at a time and 
place therein also to be specified, as a grand jury or inquest, for us, 
our heirs and succ^i^i^i^i^si; and present to 'the said court such crimes 
and offences as 'shall come to their knowledge, and the said crimes and 
offences to hear and determine, by the oaths of other good and suffi
cient men, being persons so heretofore described and distinguished as 
British subjects of us, our heirs and successors, and resident in the 
said town or island Bombay 'or the limits thereof, or the factories 
subordinate t^^^n^t^o; and for that purpose to issue a summons or 
precept, prepared in such a manner as is 'hereinbefore-mentioned, and 
directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to summon a convenient 
number, to be ' therein specified, of such persons, ,iso heretofore de

. ■ scribed
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scribed and distinguithed as British tubjectt, as aforesaid, to try the 
ta1d indictment or inquest. And if any person or persons to be sum
moned upon such grand or petit jury, as afores^tiid,^ssiall refuse or 
neglect to attend according to such summons, and be- sworn uion 
inquest, we do hereby further empower the said Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Bombay to punish the said contempt, by fkie or by 
impriisonment, for- a reasonable time, to be limited, or by both.

All persons re - 
side^it in • Cal
cutta, Madras, 
an? BombaJ, 

after- 
to be 

deemed capable 
'of serr^iin; on ju- 
ties.—-Courts 
may make rules 
witb resp^(^t to

—Jui^ies to eon- 
sit^ttof persons 
professing the _ _ _ _ _ _
Christiau rcli- otlier inq^l^^^tl^,, and shall be liable to be summoned
gion. * - - - -

,act, charter, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.
(5) And that the retpective courts ofjudicature at Calcutta,,Madrat, 

and Bombay, shall have power from time to time to make and establish 
such rules with respect to the qualification, appointment, form of sum- 
'monii^igj-chailenging, and service of suchjurors, and suchotherregulations 
relating . thereto, as they may respectively deem expedient and - pn^jper-: 
-pri^i^ii^ied always, that copies all such rules and regulations as shall 
■.be • so -made and established by such courts judicature shall be cer
tified under the hands and seals of the judges of such courts, to the 
prletident of thc. Board of Committioners for the Affairs of India, to be 
■laid before his Majesty for his royal approbation, correction, or refusal.

(6) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that grand juries, in all 
ca^es, and all juries for the trial of persons professing the Chrittian re
ligion, shall consist wholly of pertont professing the Christian religion.

Justices.
. Gevem^or-Genera^, CourtfH^ a^it Judges to aCt as Justices.

ral and council to 
wt rl juiticits of 
■erc(r.

•LAWS.

1823.
'H. »I.
P^aient, 

«JBombaY. .

(4) And be it enacted by the King’s mosh excellent _.i 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 01^ the -C 
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this ' 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same; that all good and sufficient persons resident 
Within the limits of the several towns of Calcutta, 

a^nd t^nd liiiing tlie i^uljjt^cts of
.any foreign ttate, shall, according to'sHch rules; and 

quali’fi<cxti(^i^,&c. subject to such qualifications as shall be fixed in man
. ............  ner hereinafter-mentioned, be tdeemt^d capaW^e of serv* . 

mg as jurors on grand or petit juries, and upon ,all

accordii^n^’jy; any thing in the said act, or in any other

§ *^2.

§3.

(7) And be • it further enacted by the authority afore
said, that the governor-general and council for the 
time being of the said United Company’s settlement 

at Fort William aforesaid, and the chie^ justice and other judges of 
the -said Supreme Court of Judicature, shall and may, and they are 
hereby respiectively declared to • be, and to have full power and autho
rity to act as justices of , the peace for • the said settlement, and for the 
'several tettlementt and factories subordinate thei*to, and- to do and 
il^ransact all matters and things • which to the office of a justice or jus
tices of the peace do belong and appertain - ; and for that purpose the 

. 2 E 2 said

177.3.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63, § 38.    
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said governor-general and council are hereby authorized and em- 
jMw^eeed to hold quarter-sessions within ' the said' settlement of Fort 
TVilliatd aforessjaiid, four times in 'every year, 'and the same shall be at

LAWS.

I! '

' • 1
P^ower givervto 

the governor-ge
neral in council 
of Fort WiiHmin 
to appoint: j®-

—Such justit^es 
not w sit in ths 
courts of Oyev^ 
and T'smninw, 
unless called 
upon. I t
and the other

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 151.

1773. 
la Geo. .3, 
c 63, § 38." ail’times a court of record. ' '

• I! " ■ ■

May appoint Justices Peace.

(S) And whereas the governor-general and other
■ members of the Supreme Council of Fort William in 

Bengal, and the chie^ justice and other justices of the 
Supreme • Court of Judicature at ■ Fort William afore
said, are at present the only persons authorized by law 
to act as justices of the peace within and throughout 
the provinces, districts, and countries of Bengal, Bahar, 
and On^i^si; and the governor or president, and ' the 
other members of the council of Fort St George, on the 
coast of Corl^I^^l^^^^^S; and the governor or president, 
members of the council of Bombay;^ are the only persons authorized 
by law to act as justices of the peace in and for the presidency of 
Fort St- George, and the presi^^n^y, island, town, and factory of 
Bombay, and the places belonging and subordinate to the said two 
last-mentioned presidencies respectively ; and whereas, for preserving 
and maintaining the pe^^e in the said provinces and presidencies 
aforesaid, and the places subordinate thereto, it is expedient that a 
further number of persons should be appointed to act as justices of 
the peace in and for the same resp^<ct^^«^l^: be it therefore further 

•^nj^cted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the governor-gene
ral in council of Fort William in Bengal for the time being, by com
missions to b^ • from time to time issued under the seal of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature there, in the name, of the King’s Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, tested in the name the chiet^ justice of the 
said court (which said commissions the said Supreme Court of Judi
cature is hereby authorised and required, from time to time, by any 
order or warrant from the said governor-general- in council, to issue

'acc^ordingly) to nominate and appoint such and so many of the cove
nanted servi^i^l^^'t^if the said Company, or .other British inhabitants, as 
the said governor-general in council shall think properly qualified, to 
act as justices of the peace within and for the said provinces . and 
presidencies, and places thereto subordinate respectively, and suc'h 
persons shall, according to the tenor of the respective commissions 
wherein they shall be so nominated and appointed, and by virtue 
the^^ and of this act, have full power and authority to act as-.jus
tices of the peace, 'according to'the tenor of the same commissions,

■ 'W^hn^l^ein they Tsliall be respectively named in and for the provinces and 
presidencies- aforesaid; and places subordinate thereto ' resp^l3ti'^^^l^;

•? •md the said 'Supreme Court, upon any requisition in writing fronr- the
■ said governor-general. - in council, 'shall and may,. from time, to- time,
' . supersede
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runerseCe such commirrionr, und upon like requisition irsue new com- .jL'AWS. 
mirr^onr for the nurporer ufoferuiC, unto the sume or sucti nthei•t^f 17^.
the covqnunted refvuntr of the suid Compuny, or other Bfitirh jinli^- 33 Grn. 3,.
bitants, as shall from time to time be so nominated by the said gpyer- s 
nor-general in council in that,behalf, all which commirsionr shall he 
filed of record in the respective courts of Oyer and Terminer of the 
province, presidency, or place wherein and for ' fllhch the same shall 
be issued as afor^^c^iil: provided always, that the persons , who-shall 
be 80 nominated and appointed as aforesaid shall not be capable pf 
holding any court of- Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery, nor to sit 
in any such court, unlerr the justices of the said.court shall, on any 
particular occasion, call upon them so to do, in which case, and so 

. often as, the same shall ■ happen, the persons, so called upon shall and 
ma;^- for that time associate with them, and sit as jurticer of the said 
court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery by virtue of this act, 
and have a deliberative voice, being first specially authorized for that 
purpose by order in council. .

t Governments, Madras and Bomba'y, maiy appoint Justices.
Goveirnors and 

members of the 
counci’l' of tVJa- 
dras and Bombay 
ti^ay oct at juc- 
tices of the peace 

sfor the ' stiid 
towns.

, act us justices of the peace for the said towns of Madras and Bombay 
respectively, and for the several settlements and fUctorier suborCinate 

. -thereto respectively, and to do and transact all mutters and - things 
which to the offi'ce of a .;iu^rtice or jurtices of the peace do belong and 
apperlt^in; and for that purpose the said governor and council of Fort 
Str George, and the said governor and council of Bombay, are hereby 
resj^^ctivtjly authorized and empowered to hold quarter sessions 
within the ■ said settlements of Fort St. George and Bombay aforesaiC 
respectively, four times in every year, and the same shull.respectively 
be at all times Courts of Record. • „

And issue com- (10) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 
missions for up- {jg lawful to and for the governor in council of -Fort 
pointing JUS- r, ri a, • -1 /• T, 1
tices in the places »t- Got^t^ge ' und the' governor m council r of Bombay 

. subordinate respectively, for the time being, ' by . commisrionr to - be

. thereto. from time to time irrued under - the seals of the Su-
'-^i^ijme- Court of Judicature Fort St. George und the-c^ourt of - the
’recorder of Bombay respectively, in the name of the Kings Majesty, 
• his - heirs and ruccerrors, such commirsions as shall be issuetd under 

I the seal -the Supreme Court of Judicature of Fort' St. Georr^i? tb -be 
tested in' the name of the chief justice of the said court, and - such 

-'dcommissions us shall be issued under the seal 'of the court of the 
/:reco^i^fa^.^f Bombay to be tested in 'the num^ of' the recorder of the 
''r-' ■ ■ 2 E 3 suid

(9) And be it further enacted, that the governor 
and B^i^n^ieers- (^f h^e i^(^i^)^<iil Oor hie im^e I^iin^g o^f ‘ 
Fort St. George, and the governor and members o^ the , 
council for, tho time being of Bombay respectively, 
shall and may, and they are hereby respectively de
clared to be, and to have full power and authority to '

1807.
47 Geo. 3, 

Sess. 2,
c. 68, § 4.

§5.
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LAWS.' said'-court ' (which said commissions the said Supreme Court of Judi- 
—r cature of Fort St. Georfje and the said court of - the recorder of Bom- 

47 Gso. 3, '' I*Ay are hereby -respectively authorized and - required, from timefto - time, 
c. (ii, §5. by any order or warrant from the said governor in council of Fort St. 
■ George and Bombay respectively’, to issue accordingly) to nominate

and - appoint such and so many of the covenanted servants of the said 
Company, or other British inhabitants, as the said governor in council 
of Fort St. George, and the said governor in council of Bombay 

_ respectively, shall think properly qualified to act as justices of the 
peace within and for the said provinces and presidencies and places 
thereto subordinate respectively ; and such persons shall, according 
to the tenor of the respective commissions wherein they shall be so 
nominated and appointed, and by virtue thereof and of this act, have 
full power and authority to act as justices of the peace, according to 
the tenor of the same commissions wherein they shall be respectively 
named, in and for the prov.^nces and presidencies aforesaid and places 
subordinate thereto resj^^^^^i^^l^; and the said Supreme. Court of 
Judicature of Fort St. George and the court of the recorder of Bom
bay respectively, upon any requisition in writing from the said gover
nor in council of Fort St. George and governor in council of Bombay 
respectively, shall and may from time to time supersede such com
missions, and upon like requisitions, i.ss5ue new commissions for the 
purposes aforesaid, unto the same or such other of the covenanted 
servants of the said Company, or other British inhabitants, as -shall 
from time to time be so nominated by the said governor in council of 
Fort St. George and governor in council of Bombay respectively, in 
that behalf, all which commissions shall be filed of record in the 
respective courts of Oyer and Terminer the province, presidency or
place wherein and for which the same shall be issued as afon^i^i^id; and 
all such justices of the peace and their proceedings shall be subject 
and liable to such rules, regulations and restrictions as under and by 
virtue of any act or acts of Parliament now in force, the justices 
of the peace to be appointed by the governor-general in council of 
Fort William aforesaid, and their proceedings, are or may be subject 
or 'j^iable. to.,

6. (II) And be it further enacted, that from and after 
the first day of March one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, so much of the act passed in, the thirty-third 
year of the f^eign of his present Majesty, intituled, 

An Act for - continuing in the East-India Company 
for a further Term the Possession of the, British 
Territories in India, together with their exclusive 
Trade, under certain Limitations; for establishing 
further Regulations for the Government of the said
Territories, and the better Administration of Justice within the 
same; for approprii^l;ing to certain Uses the Revenues and Profits 

“ - of the said Company, and' for making Provision for the good Order 
' “ and

■ R^epeal of pro- 
vi sion in 33 G<JO. 
3, c. 52, for en
abling llie go-, 
vernor-general in 
council at Fort 
William to ap
point justices for' 
the presidencies 
at Madras and 
Bombay.
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“ and Government the Towns of Calcutta, Miulras, and Bombay,” 
as authorizes the governor-general in council of Fort William in 
Bengal, to nominate and appoint any person or' persons to' be or 
act as justices of the peace within and for • any of the provinces, 
priesii^isncies or places subordinate to the said governor in coun
cil of Fort St. George and governor in council of Bombay 
respectively, or to supersede any commissions of the peace, shall be 
and is hereby repealed: provided always, that such repeal shall 
in nowise prejudice or affect the authority of any person or persons 
theretofore appointed by the said governor-general in council of Fort 
William, to be and act as justices of the peace within and for any of 
the provinces, presidencies or places subordinate to the said gover
nor in council of Fort St. George and governor in council of Bombay 
respectively, until the commissions to such persons shall be super
seded by the governor in council of Fort St. George, or the gover
nor in council of Bombay respectively.

1...V^VS,

1807.
47 Geo. 3, 
c. 68, § 6.

’ Justices to take requisite Oaths.

No persons ca- (12) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
a'justite'of'the* jees^c^n o t^e i^t^mn^^e^d a^nd ^j^j^onie^d m i^nd
peace, till they 
have taken the 
requisite oat hs.

J 793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 152!.by any such commission as aforesaid shall be capable 

of acting as a justice of the peace in any of 'the • said 
provinces or presidencies, until he shall have taken 

and subscribed in the court of Oyer and Terminer of the province or 
presidency for which he shall be appointed to act as a justice of the 
peace, the like oaths as are appointed to be taken by justices of the 
peace in Great Britain, or as nearly to the tenor' the^^oif as the case 
will admit and as shall be approved by the said coui^t; the oath of 
qualification prescribed by an get of the eighteenth . year his late 
Majesty King George II, intituled, “ An Act to amend and render 
“ more effectual an Act passed in the fifth Year of his present 
“ Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Qualification of Jus- 
“ tices of the Peace,’ ” only and always excepted.

of the (13) And whereas great inconvenience .has ariSeny 
fiiTy'bytf^t^ingthe requiring the civil servants of the said United
oaths in any court Company, and other persons stationed at a 'distance 
of justice with- from the presidencies, to attend and take the oaths in 
S3 Geon's,''^ct’*S2; courts of Oyer and Terminer of the said presi

dencies, as prescribed by the said act • of Parliament of 
Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reijgn; be it 
therefore enacted, that all persons who shall be nominated and apj 
pointed in any such commissions of the peace as are in the said act 
mentioned shall be capable of acting as justices of the peace in 
ever^ respect, according to the tenor’ of such commissions, upon 
taking and subscribii^j^-* in • any civil or criminal court of justice witliin 
t^^ provii^i^^s in and for which a^y such commission shall have 

2 E 4 issued.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, - 
§ 112.
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LAWS.

isfa..
S3 Gdi.S, 

c. 155.
§ Hi

issued,' In^fdi’e iany ' other ■'ji^i^t^ice "^f -the peace, ’thd'-ltke -baitl^S'As are 
Aajpr^ii^ted by the said' act 't^it be taketi-' in tlte court of Oyet and'Tetr-^ 
'miner o:? the provii^i^i^'or presidency -for which - such persosSs shall be 
■appointed to act as justices of the peace; and thf•subscrip1^^sii W 
such persons to the said oaths 'shall be' deposited and 'kept with the 
records - of the courts of justice in which the said' oaths sha^il'h^^ve 
been administered. ■ ' ‘

1793.
ai aao. 3,

c. 5dt 
§ 158.

J^^^itic^es may ap
point scavengers 
for cleaning the 
streets of Calcut
ta, Madras; -and 
Bombay, and'< 
may order their 
being watched 
and repaired, and 
make assessments

Mlay appoint Scavengers.
{14) And whereas by an act of the first year of the 

reign of his late Majesty King George I, int^it^ul^^d, 
d An Act for making the Laws for repairing the High- 
d ways more effectual,” provision was made for au-‘ 
thorizing justices of the peace in, cities and market 
towns, at their general or quarter sessions, to appoint 
scavengers for cleansing and repairing the streets of 
the same, and to raise money by assessments upon the for those purpo- 
inhabitants for defraying the expenses ther^irf: and 
whereas, by an act" passed in the seventh year of the reign of his 
present Majesty, to- amend and reduce into one act the statutes for 
the amendment and preservation of the public highways, it was 
enacted, that the said recited act of the first year of King George - I. 
should be rep^^l^d: and whereas, it is essentially necessary for the 
health, as well as for the security, comfort and convenience of the 
inhabitants of the towns and factories of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, in the East-Indies, that the streets therein should be regu
larly and effectually cleansed, watched and rejr^ii^^d: be it therefore 

' enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to ' and for the justices '“of 
the peace within or for the presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. 
George, and Bombay respectively, for the time being, or the major 
part of them, from time to time assembled at their general or quarter 
sessions, to appoint scavengers for cleansing the streets of the said 
towns or factories of Calcutta,' Madras, and Bombay respectively, 
and to nominate and appoint such persons as they shall think' fit - in 
tliat behalf, and also to order the watching and repairing of the 

. streets therein as they respectively shall judge necessai^r^; and for the 
‘ purpose of defraying the expenses thereof, from time to tim^ to 

make an equal ' assessment or assessments on the owners or occupiers 
of houses, - buildings and grounds in the said towns or factories 

d respectively, according to the true and real annual values ther^t^if so 
' that the whole of such assessment ,or assessments shall not-exceed, 
‘ ill any one - year, the proportion oTai'&e-fi^entieth part of the gross 
- annual values the^^o:f respectively, unless any higher rate of assess

ment- shall, in the - judgment of ' the governor-general in cou^^il^-lor 
governor in council of the said respective presidencies, become 
essentially necessary for ' the cleansing, watching or repairing thereof, 
in which case the said governor-general in council, or governor in 

council
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coiiucil shall and may, on any such urgent 'ijcciision, by order in 
cpuncil, authorize a further assessment, not exceeding in any one year 

” the hal^' part of the amount of the ordinary annual assessment herein
before limited, and that it shall be thereupon lawful for the said 
justices to make a further assessment, according to the tenor such
order, and not otherwise or in any other mani^i^r; and that all and 
every such assessment or assessments shall and may, from time to 
time, be levied and collected by such person or persons, and in such 
manner as the said justices by their order in session shall direct 
and appoint in that behalf, and the money thereby raised shall be 
employed and disposed of according to the orders and directions of 
the said justices in sessions respectively, for and .towards the repair
ing, watching and cleansing the said streets, and for rio other pur
pose ; and that the said assessments, being allowed under the hands 
and , seals of such justices, or any two or more of them, shall and 
may be levied by warrant under their hands and seals, or the hands

' and seals of any two of them, by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of any person or persons not paying the same within eight 
days after demand, rendering the overplus if any be to the same 
person or persons, the nOcessary charges of making, keeping and 
selling such ' distress or distresses being first deducted.

' ' ■ . . .Spirituous Liquors not; to be sold •uithout License fpr^om ivo or
" Justices.CI 1 >

■ No spirituous (15) And be it further enacted, that, it shall not be 
liquors to be sold lawful for any person or persons to sell any arrack or 
dras, or Bombay, Olier spirituous liquors wi^Iiin the towns or factories 

1 Wthout license, of Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay respectively, without 
' iimitts oftthose*^ ® license for that purpose, under the hands and seals 
places shall be of two or Wore of the justices of the peace having

■ prescribed. juris^ictti^n: and that the powers and authorities vest
. ed, . by any laws or statutes now in force in that part of Great Britain

/ called England, in any j'ustices of the peace for restraining the inor- 
.: dinate sale of spirituous liquors, shall extend to and be put in force 

against • all unlicensed traders in spirits or spirituous liquors within 
the said towns and factories respectively, by the justices having

■ jurisdiction therein; and that if any question shall arise touching pr 
;' concerning the true limits and extent of ' the ■ said towns and factories, 
' or any of them, the same shall be inquired into by the governor

general in council at Fort William in respect to the limits and
, extent' of Calcut:ta,)-.,an^ b^the governor in council of Fort St. George 
I..’ in respect to, the limits id^^^i^^pt of Madras, and . the governor in 
,<^(^uncil at Bombay in respect of the town pf Bomba^y; and that

i.-’such limits as the said^ ttjej^^^tive governments, by wder in council, 
n.ishal^ declare and plesclibe to be the limits of the said towns and 
h factclies respi^ctivt^ly, ssTaa^ be held, deemed, , and taken in law as 

the

J,AWS.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
$ 158.

§ 159.
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LAWS.

§ 159.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 105.

•Th stices^’of f^oace 
in provinces shall 
have j^i^d^io^ion 
in case of ass^^iclt 
and trespass com. 
mitted by British 
o^bjeots on the 
nat^^v^es of India. 
.—Copy of con
viction and cro-

the true limits of ’thfi same; any custom or usage to the contrary 
notwithstanding.

Justices to have Jurisdiction in cases O Assaul^t: ami Trespass on the 
Natives.

. (16) AnA p^herhar his IVsaMa^^’s Bsitirli shbjucts re- , 
sident in tha British ' territories in India, without tha j 
towns of Calcutta, Madras, and tha town and island i 
of Bombay, are now Cy law suCtact only to tha ' 
turisdiction of his Majesty's courts at Calcutta, Madras, i 
and Bombay respectively, and are axamptad from tha 
jurisdiction of the courts astaClished Cy the said United , 
Company within tha said territories, to which all other ceedings to be 
persons, whether natives or others, inhabitants in the S®
said territories without tha limits of tha towns afore- pngj to i>e paid ' 
said,- are amen^bC^; and wharaas it is expedient to to the magistrate. 
provide more affectual redress for tha native inhaCi- 
tants of tha said territories, as wall as in the case of victions remove
assault, forciCla entry, or other iniury accompanied aCleCyee^•^^0rop,

. t „ ’ t . t . t and scbiect towth force, which may Ce coiijpntted Cy British suC- provisions of 33 
jects at a distance from the places 'where his Majesty's Geo. 3, c.52. 
courts are estaClished, as in case of civil controvereiee with such 
British sub^^c^t^: Ce it therefore enacted, that it shall and may Ca 
lawful for any native of India, resident in the East-Indias or parts 
aforesaid, and without die said towns, in case of any assault, forciCle 
entry, or other injury accompanied with - force alleged to'hava CeCn 
done against his person or property Cy a British suCjact, to complain 
of such assault, forciCle entry, or other injury accompanied with force, 
not Ceing felony, to tlie magistrate of the zillah or district where tha 
alleged offandar shall Ce resident, or in which such offence shall have 
Ceen comm^ttad; and that such magistrate shall have power and 
authority, at the instan't^e of tha person So complaining, to take 
cognizanca of such complaint, to hear parties, to examine witnassas, 
and, having taken in writing the suCstance of the complaint, defence 
and evidence, to acquit or convict the person accu^i^d; and, in case 
of conviction, to inflict upon such person a suitaCIe punishment Cy 

.fine, not exceeding five hundred r^pe^s, to Ce levied in case of non
payment Cy warrant under the hand of tlie said magistrate, ' and upon 
any prope^y of the party so - convicted which may Ce found within 
the said distrit^c; and if no such propert^^y shall- Ce found within the-- 
said district, than it shall Ce lawful for the said magistrate, Cy war
rant also under his hand, to commit et0gyyC'el^der to some place of' 
confinemant within the said zillah or district, which in the judgment 
of-the said magistrate shall - Ce fit for receiving, such oflfe^^^r; or- if 
there -shall Ce no fit place - of confinemei^l^,.then to the gaol of the 
presidency, - to remain there for a -period not exceeding two months, 

unless
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unless such f^ne shall be sooner paid; and it shall be lawful for the 
said magistrate to award the whole or any portion of such f^ne to the 
party aggrieved, by way of satisfaction for .such .inji^i^;^; provided 
alwa^ys, that in all cases of conviction of a British subject, under the 
provision hereinbefore contained, the magistrate before whom' such 
conviction shall take place shall forthwith transmit copies of such 
convictions, and of all depositions and other proceedings relative 
thereto, to the government to which the place wherein the ofience 
was committed is or shall be subort^ii^^tt;; provided also, that all 
such fines shall be paid in the first instance to the magistrate before 
whom the party offending shall be convicted, and the amount thereof 
after making such satisfaction to tlie party aggrieved, as aforesaid, if 
any, shall be transmitted by such magistrate to the clerk of the 
crown, or other oll^^er to whom it belongs to receive f^nes in his 
Majesty s court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery for the 
province within which the offence shall have been commii^tt^d; and 
such f^nes shall and may be disposed of in the same mariner as 
other f^nes imposed by such court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol 
deli^^i^yr: provided also, that all such convictions shall and may be 
removable by writ of certiorari into the said courts of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery respectively, in the same manner; and 
upon the same terms and conditions, and shall be proceeded upon in 
the same manner in every resjiect as is directed in the said act o^ 
thirt.y-third year of his Majesty's reign, with regard to other con
victions before justices of peace in the British settlements or territories 
in Indi^: provided also, tha.t nothing herein contained shall extend, 
or be construed to extend, to prevent such magistrate from com
mitting or holding to bail any British subject charged with any such 
offence before him, in tlie same manner as such British subject might 
have been committed or holden to bail if this act had not been' 
passed, where the offence charged shall appear to such magistrate 
to be of so aggravated a nature as to be a fit subject for prosecution 
in any of his Majesty's courts, to which such British subject may be 
amenable.

1813.
53 Geo. 3

c. 155, 
§ lOO.

risdiction in cases 
of small debts 
due to ' natives 
from, Britislr 
subjects.

To have Jurisdiction in cases s^(dl Debts to Natives.
Justicss of the (I?') And be it further enacted, t^hat in all caises of 

to have ju- deljt. not exceeding the sum of fifty rupees, alleged to ricfUftinninii/*be due from any British subjects to ' any native of India ■ 
resident in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, and with
out the jurisdiction of the several Courts of Requests 
established at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay respec

tively, ' it shall and may be lawful for the magistrate of the zillah or 
district where such British subject shall be resident, or in which such 
debt shall have been contracted, to take cognizance of all such debts, 
and to examine witnesses upon oath, and in a ' summary way to decide 

. between
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.I,A>VS. between the parriieh which 'decision shaR be hnal and .conclus.ive,to '
——' all intents and purposes ; and in all cases where any, such debt •hall

53' 'Gfo.' 3 ■ be found to be due from any British subject to. any such native ' of 
, c. 16.5, ■■ ‘ ■ ■ - - - • .... . . . .•

§ 106.
India, the amount , thereof shall and may be levied in the, Sfflae 

.manner, and subjiect to the same regulations , and provisions, in 
respect to the commitment of the debtor, ^s are ' hereinbefore mf^de 
and provided in respect to the levying of .fines in case of the Conviction 
of a British subject before such magistrate. - ■ •

179,3.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 5 ‘J!, 
§ 153.

r,-

' 1
Proceedings of Justices may be rem^^ed b-y ■ Certiorari,

(18) Provided always, and be it further enacted and Pr^eedings of 
declared, that all convictions, judgments, orders, and 
other proceedings, which shall be had, made, or pro- . moved 'by terfio- 
nounced by ' or before any justice or justices of the ’h*® I**®

■ of Oyerpeace within any of the British settlements or tern- and Terminer,. 
tories in India, out of The court of Oyer and Terminer &®- .........
within and for the same, shall and may be removable, by wrii^''of reh- 
tiorari, into the court Oyer and Terminer and gaol deliv^irr'of 
and for the same presidency, at the instance of any thee'parties *
thereby affected or aggrieved, at any time within the space of 'six 
calendar months next after the making or pronouncing thereof respec
tively ; and for that purpose it shall and may be lawful to' and for any 
one or more of the justices of the said court of O,^^er and Terminer and 
gaol delivery, and such justice or justices is and are hereby required, 
at the instance of such party .or parties, to grant his fiat or warrant 
to the keeper the rolls of the . peace, or other proper officer, to 
award a writ of c^^ttiora'^di under the 'seal of the Supreme Court-' of 
Judicatune, when the matter shall arise in Bengal, Bahar or ; 
or if it shall arise in the pr^sidienicy of Fort St. George, or in the pre
sidency of Bombay, or in any settlement or place subordinate thereto 
respectively, then under the seal of the Mayor’s Court of the or6fei- 
dency wherein the matter shall so -arise, or to which the cognizance 
ther^<^^ shall belong, for the removal and bringing of such conviction, 
judgment, order or other oroceeding into the -said court of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delr^^i^yy; and that the said court of Oyer -and 
Terminer and gaol delivery shall have full power and authorittT. to 
hear and determine the ' matter. . of such eonviction, judgment, order 
and other pr'^ce^ding so removed, and to quash or affirm the sam^, so , 
that the' same be not quashed for want of form, but on, - the merits 
only, and to oionounce judgment thereon, in the like manner a^ the 
Court of King’s . Bench at Westminster can or may - do -upon . conv-ic- 
tions, judgments, orders or other proceedings had. or.made by-jor 
before any justices of the peace, or court, or quarter -sessions in Eng
land removed or brought into the said ' Court of King’s Bench by writ 
of c^^iorari, , . .. -t'-

(17) Prr^ii^ii^ed
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Before graining ' ‘(19) I^roi^ll^f^d alsoa and be it enacted and declared,- 
rorT fec^nir granting of any such writ, the lilie
zance to be en- recognizancec shall be entered into, and the party 'Or '33."gfeo.^i5, 
add into. parties applying for such writ shall be put under the
same terms and conditions’ in all respects, as are by law directed and 
provided in the cases of writs of certiora-ri awarded or granted for the 
removal of any conviction, judgment’ order, or other proceeding, had 
or made by or before any jiistice ' or justices th'e ^ace in England,
into the said Court of King’s Bench’ or as by the usage and practice 
of the same court bath been accustomed. '

. May sit in Council to hear Appeals.

Justices of the (20) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may
UieMiUwil ofthe ' the governor-general in council ofFortWil-
)>esi(leiicy to liam, or the governors of Fort St. 'George and Bombay,
hear appeals. by any order to be made in their councils respectively, to
call any of the justices of the peace authorized in and by any such coin

- mission or commissions as aforesaid, to sit and associate with the said 
...governor-general in council or governor in council, for the more 
^sp^edy hearinjg and determining of causes app^i^ll^d; and that the 
said justices shall, and they are hereby authorized and required, when 

_so ' called upon, to act as justices in the Court of Appeals accordingly, 
j^and .to have and use deliberative voice in all proceedings upon such 

I appeals. .
,,, Coroners.
cJ .Presidencies (21) And whereas it is- exp'edient that coroners 

appoint co- be appointed for the settlements in India, for
I -jiercise the same taking inquests upon view o^ the bodies of persons 
■ipo.wisrs- as coro- coming, or supposed to have come to an untimely end: 
aaeesio. ng an . enacted, that the governor-general in 'council at 

Fort William, and the governors in council at Fort St. Gebrge' and 
•jaombajr, within their several presidencies' and governments respec- 
/tt^t^ely, shall have- full power and authorityj by orders in council, from 
Itime to time, to nominate and appoint so many coroners, being British 
.subjects, as'they shall respectively think fit, or as shall be limited by 
"the Court of Directors of the said Company, and by like orders to 
' .'supersede and remove the persons so appointed, as' occasion ■ may 
‘appear to requirie; and that the persons so nominated, and taking and 
asuusicirbii^jg’ before one of the judges of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
-a^u^rei 'or one of the Mayor’s Courts, the like oaths as are directed to 

:-be'' 'taken by the coroners' of counties in England, shall and may, by 
'■.'force of 'this -act, have,'do, execute, perform, and exercise the like 

v'pove^iTi’,' authorities, and jurisdictions, within the presidency or settle- 
cment for which they shall be so resp^tiviely nominated and ap

pointed, as by law may be had, done, executed, performed, or exer- 
..L..! : a . cised

§ 155.

§ 157. .
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§ 157.
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cised by coroners elected for any county or place in England, and 
not otherwise, or in any other mai^^i^ir; and that such ■ coroners 
shall have and be entitled unto such reasonable fees and al
lowances, for the performance of the duty of their said offce, as 
shall be limited or prescribed by the said respective governments in 
that behalf..

    
 



(■ 4Sl )

LOANS AND INTEREST THEREON IN 
INDIA.

The rate of interest on loans of money in Great Britain 
became the subject of legislative enactment in the thirty-seventh 
year of the reign of Henry VIII, when, by cap. 9, the rate _ of 
interest was confined to ten per cent., wh^i^li' was confirmed 
by the 13th of Elizabeth, cap. 8. By the 21st of James I, 
cap. 17, it was reduced to eight percent.; and by the statute of 
Charles II, cap. 13, to si:^; and lastly, by the 12th of Anne, cap. 
16, to five per cent, per annum, which is now the extremity 
of legal interest that can be taken on a loan of money. 
It is understood that, if a contract which carries inU^rest be 
made in a foreign country, the courts in this country .will 
direct the payment of interest according to the law of the 
country in which the contract was made, and that Irish, Turk
ish, American, and Indian interest have been allowed so far as 
ten and twelve per cc^I^. : hence the settled rate of interest for 
money lent may be .considered the lawful gain, and the extor
tion of unlawful or excessive gain,' usury, A proposition for 
the repeal of the laws, generally termed the usury laws in this ' 
country, has been brought forward by Mr. Serjeant Onslow in 
sunessive sessions of Parliament.

With respect to India, the subject was first noticed in Par
liament in the Fourth Report from a Secret Committee of the 
House of Commons, which - was appointed in J772, for the 
purpose - of inquiring into the affairs of the East-India Com
pany. In that report, the revenue in Iridia was principally 
adverted to: its sources were stated to be rents of lands, 
duties and customs, farms of exclusive privileges, fines and 
forfeitures. The committee pointed out that the diminution of 
the revenues arose in a great measure from the exorbitant fate 
of interest exacted for money taken up by the zemindars . and 

others,
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others, to' enable theiri td diSChAi^jge’tl^<^ir^rf^,^j^^tS.''T'h^¥^€^^and! 
^er cent, per mensem, or tliirty-seven and a^l^filf ' per ceni^. 
annum, was a very general ratie; and in sonid inSt^am^t^^.? a ratd 
of interest almost incredible had been takt^ei: from'which- it was 
clearly shewn, that however fertile the lands mi<^lh:‘be, 'or 
whatever crops they might yield, no produce could bear ■ the 
charge. It was likewise appareint that the- Company's co
venanted servants had been parties to leases of lands, in c^ses 
where they themselves were entrusted with the management of 
the revenues and letting of the territory. . ■

In May 1772, a Committee of Revenue was held at Cal
cutta, of which the Governor, Mr. Hastings, was president; 
It had been specially referred to the committee, to find 
out some means of preventing the practice of lending money 
on exorbitant usury, by which the- ryots were often in
volved in heavy debts, without the hope, or scarce the pro
bability of-relief; and not only the fruits of their industry, 
but often the farmers' dues (which in effect are those of the 
state), became ■ the property . of the money-lende^rs. The 
collector himself in the meantime was forbidden, on pain of 
removal from his office, either to lend money himself, or to 
suffer his banyan, or any other of his .servants, of dependants; 
to lend money to the zemindars, talookdars, farmers, ryots, 
or any other person whatever, ■ within the district of which he. 
had charge. In like -manner, the zemindars, talookdars, and 

I -others were prohibited from lending money to the ryotis; the 
restriction however was not to prevent the farmer from afford
ing the usual and necessary aids of tut^cca^v) * to the ryots, the 
premium of such advanci^s being fixed at -two per cent, per 
mensem, and payment received not in, kind, but in money. 
In the regulating act passed the following year, a clause was 
introduced, which provides that no subject of his Majesty in 
the East-Indies shall take, directly or indirectly, for loan 
any monies, wares, mercnandize, or other commodities, 
greater rate -of interest than -twelve per cent.
■ In the year 1797, in order to checkt he practice 
British subjects lending money, - or their being

of
a*

pf 
con

cerned
• Assisting tenants with an advance of money for cultivation when the necessary 

means are wanting.
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cerned in lending the Fune to native princes in India, which 
had been the source of much usury and extortion, the 37th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 142, sec. 28, was passed, prohibiting such 
practice in future, and declaring any party concerned in any 
t^nsaiction of that nature after the 1st E^e^cember 1797, guilty 
of a mistlemeanor, and liable to be proceeded against by any 
competent court of jurisdiction.

A question arose, in 1822, as to the construction to be put 
upon the two enactments before-mentioned, and a case was ac
cordingly prepared and laid before his Majesty's Attorney and 
Solicitor-General and the Company's standing counsel, who 
gave it as» their opinion,* with reference to the 30th section of 
the 13th Geo. ■ Ill, cap. 63, that the restriction on the rate of 
interest extends to contracts made as well in those parts of the 
East-Indies which are not under the gove^rn^^e^n; of the; ■ East- 
India Company, as in those which are. That such ■restriction 
also extends to ■ loans made to native princes ' and governments 
in the East-Indies, as well as to those made to individuals, 
whether the contracts for ■such loans be made or carried into 
execution within or beyond the territories under the ■govern, 
ment of the East-India Company; That if a loan be made by u British subject to a native prince in the East-l^r^cie3.s, with the 
consent and approbation of the Governor in Council of one 
of the Company's governments, first had and ■ obtained in 
writing, pursuant to the 37th Geo. HI, cap. 142, sec. 28, but 
without any speci^icution of the rate of interest to be taken for 
such loan, the rate of I^rterest will be limited by the 13lh Geo. 
Ill, cap. 63, sec. 80, whether the contract for such loan be 
made or carried into execution within or beyond the territories 
under the government of the East-India Company, and that 
the Governor in Council could not ■ in either case legally au
thorize. the ■ lender to take a rate of interest exceeding twelve 
per cent, per annum.

That it is not lawful for a mercantile ■or banking partnership, 
■ consisting partly of natives of India and partly of European- 

born subjects of his Maje.sty, to 'make a loan to a native prince 
contrary to the provisions of 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 142, sec. 28, 

whether
* Paper;;, p.age H07.
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434 LOANS AND INTEREST THEREON

whether the contract for such loan be made or carried into 
execution within or beyond the territories under tlte Govern
ment of the East-India Company, that in either case the con
tract of the house would be void, and that the Eui^op^e^^n-born 
partners would be liable to .be prosecuted for a misdemeanor.

These opinions were communicated by the Court of Di
rectors to their Government in Bengal in April 1823, who were 
desired to make the same public.

In the month of June 1825, the Marquis of Hastings ob
tained permission to bring in a bill for the purpose of amending 
and explaining the 13th Geo. Ill, as ' to the rate of interest in 
India. The second reading took place on the 22d of June, 
when Lord Hastings stated, that the object of the bill was to 
define the scope of the enactment, which limits the rate qf 
interest to be taken on money lent in India; and to declare 
that the clause adverted to did not extend to persons residing 
within the territories of the native sovereigns. His Lc^r^Jship 
accordingly proposed, that the following question should be put 
to the judges, on the East-India Company’s Affairs BiU:— . .

“ Whether, according to the true construction of the 30th 
section of an act passed in the thirteenth year'of the reign • of 
his late Majtssty, entitled, ‘ An Act for establishing certain 
Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the 
East-India Company,’ the same limits the rate of interest to 
be taken for loans of any monies to twelve pounds for ope 
hundred pounds by the year, such loans being made, or 
advanced, within the dominions of a native independent so
vereign by . British subjects domiciliated and residing within 
such dominions.” ,
The question was answered in the negative on the 27 th June,

when the bill submitted by the Marquis of Hastings to 
the House of Lords was ' read a second time, beyond which 
stage no farther proceeding has taken place upon it. The 
opinion of the^ judges was communicated to the Bengal Govern
ment by the Court of D^i^rect^ors in August 1825. , The exist
ing laws • are contained in the acts of 1773 and 1797. ■ ' i i

    
 



IN INDIA. 4.35

LAWS.

(1) And be it furtlier enacted by tlie authority afore
said, that no subject of his Majesty, his heirs and suc
cessors, in the East-Indies, shall, upon any contract 
y^liich shall be made from and after the said first day 
of August, mie thousand sbven hundred and seventy- 
four, take directly or indiri^ictly, for loan of any monies, 
wares, merchandize, or other commodities whatsoever, 
above the value of twelve pounds for the forbearai^ce 
of one hundred pounds for a year ; and so after that 
rate for a greater or lesser sum, or for a longer or 
shorter time v and that all bonds, . contracts, and assu-

LAWS.

1773.
13 Geo. 8, 
c. 63, § .30.

No Person to take Interest abo'ue Twelve per Cent, per Annum.

Na person shall 
lake on loan of 
moini^ss 
rate of £IJ per 
cent, per annum . 
—Persons by 
cvvin accepting 
loans, &c., shall 
forfeit for every 
offence trel)!^ tlie 
vall^e^oine 
moi’i^ty to go to

■ the Company,
and tlie other to
the prosecutor.

rances whatsoever, made after the time aforesaid, for payment of any 
principal or money to be lent or covenanted to be performed upon, 
or for any usury whereupon or whereby there shall be reserved or 
taken above the rate of twelve pounds in the hundred, as aforesaid, 
shall be utterly void: and all and every such person or persons what
soever who shall, after the - time* aforesaid, upon any contract to be 
made after the first day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 

■'<^eventy-four, take, accept, and receive, by way or means of any cor
rupt bargain, loan, exchange, shift, or interest of any wares, merchan- 

,.dizes, or other thing or things whatsoever, oV by. any deceitful way or 
mean, or by any covin, engine, or deceitful conveyance, for the for
bearing or giving day of payment for one whole year, of and for their 
itrn^n^;! or other thing, above the sum of twelve pounds for the for- 

• bearing of one hundred pounds for a year, and so after that rate for 
ta greater or lesser sum, or for a longer or shorter term, shall forfeit
{ind lose, for every such offence, treble the value of the monies, wares, 
merchandizes, and other things so lent, bargained, exchanged, or 
shifted, with costs of suit, one moiety wher^i^^ shall be to the said 
United Company, and the other moiety to him or them -who will sue 
Ibr the same in the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, 

- in Calcutta, or in the Mayor’s Court in any other of the said Unijed 
,, Cpuji^iaiiy’s settlements where such offence shall have been committed, 
_by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in which no essoin, 

wager„<^lf Jaw, or protection, shall be allowed ; and in case no such 
' P^ctini^,’ bill, plaint, or information, shall have been brought and pro- 

lp^e^uted' with effect within three years, that then it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the party aggrieved to sue and prosecute for reco
very of all sums of money’paid over and above such rate of interest.

Persons making (2) And be it further enacted, that no informer or
plpintifif shall or may compound or agree with any per- 

jneam'ng of the son or persons that shall offend, or shall be surmised 
2 F 2 to

§31.
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LAn.V<S.
1773.

13 Geo. 3, • 
c. 63, 
§31.

to oiFend, against this act, for any offence commieeed, aci, liable 'to .l^e. 
or pretended to be committed, before answer made in j'OCretfon*)f*t!ii;' 
the said Supreme Court, unto the information or suit in court, ■ 
that .behalf exhibited or prosecuted, nor after answer, but by the order 
or consent of the said court, on pain that if any person or persons 
shall offend in making of any composition or agreement, contrary to . 
the true intent and meaning of this act, or shall, by colour or pretence 
of process, or without process, upon colour or pretence of any matter 
of offence against this act, make any composition, or take any money, 
reward, or promise of reward, for himself, or to the use of any other, 
without order or consent of the said court, that then he or they so 
offending, being thereof lawfully convicted, shall, for every such. 
offence, be liable to be fined and imprisoned, at the discretion of the 
said court. ,

1797. 
n't Geo. 3,

c. 142,
§28.

council; and any 
peieon doing so 
ra ly j^ios^cut-
ed for a misdo- 
nieanor.—Secu
rity for money 
lent contrary 
hereto to be void.

No Person to lend Moneg to Native Pri^nces, withoVt Consent of the 
Co'^i^^ of Directors or Governor tn Council.

(3) And whereas the practice of British subjects From Dec. 1, 
lending money, or being concerned in the lending of 
the same, or in transactions for the borrowing money 
fnr, or lending money to the native princes in India, 
has been productive of mucli mischief, and is the 
source of much usury and extortion : and whereas the 
wholesome orders of the Court of Directors of the 
United Company 'of Merchants trading to India, have .governor in 
hot been 'sufficient to restrain and repress the same: .....
and whereas , it is highly desirable that such practices 
should be prevented in futuri^; be it therefore enacted, 
that, from and after the first day of December next, 
no British subject shall, by himself, or by any other 
person direictly or indirectly employed by him, lend 
any money or other valuable thing to any native prince in India, by 
whatever name or description such native prince shall be called, nor 
shall any British subject, either by himself, or by any other person 
directly or indirectly employed by him, be concerned in the lending 
any money to any such native prince, nor shall any British subject be 
concerned either by himsi^^^ or by any other person, either directly 
or indirectly, in raising or procuring any money for any such native 
prince, or as being security for such loan or money, nor shall any 
British subject lend any money or other valuable thing to any other 
person for the purpose of being lent' to any such native prince, nor 
shall any British subject, by himsielf or by any other person, either 
dir^^ctly or indi7^ctly, for his use ' and benefit, take, n'ceive, hold, 
enjoy, or be concerned in any bond, note, or other' security, or 
assignment, granted or to be granted by any such native prince, 
after the first day of Dece^mber next, for the loan, or' for the re-pay
ment of money, or other valuable thing, without the consent and 

approbation

f 1797» no British 
subject to lend 
any money, or be 
concenied in 
raising any lor 
natJve prince.s, 
with^^t consent 
D* the (x^nrt hf 
DirMtors or the '
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appriobation of tlie Court of Directors of the East-India Company^* 
or the consent and approbation of the governor in council of one of 
the said Company's governments in India, first had and obtained in 
writing; and every person doing, acting, or transacting, or being 
concerned in any actings, doings, and trai^i^:^ictions, contrary to this act, . 
shall be ■deemed and taken to be guilty of a misdemeanor at law, 
and shall and may be proceeded against and punished as such, by 
virtue of this act, before any court of competent jur^^^i<^t^ii^n; and 
all bonds, notes, assignments, or securities for money, of what kind 
or nature soever, taken, held, or enjoyed, either din^^tly or indirectly, 
for the use and benefiit of any British subject, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby 
declared to be null and void to all intents and purposes.

On complaint 
to tlie govern
ments in Iid^ia 
for acting con- 
Uary to this act, 
the case - to be 
laid before the 
law-officers, 
whose report 
shall be trans
mitted to tile 
Co^irt of Direc - 
tors.

for the same), which report ■shall be transmitted home to the Court 
of Directors by the first convenient ■ opportunity.

. LAWS!
1797.'

S7 Geo.: 3, 
c. 142,
§28.

§ 29.(4) And be it further enacted, that when and so 
often as any information shall be given, or complaint 
macfe to any of tbu.C^f^i^i^i^ments of the said United 
Company in the East-Indies, of any person having 
acted contrary to the provisions of this act, such Go
vernments shall forthwith lay the case before the Com
pany’s law officers at the settlement where it arises, 
who shall take the same into their consideration, and 
report their opinion thereupon, whether the same is ,a 
proper case for prosecution (together with their reasons

? F
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MILITARY FORCES—KING'S AND 
COMPANY'S.

The military force in India is composed of King’s regi
ments serving in that country, and of the Company’s Euro
pean and native troops. Irregular corps have been raised 
and disbanded, from time to time, accoi'<ding^to the exigencies 
of the public service. ,

The legislative enactments, under which a King’s force is 
stationed in India, will be first noticed. •

Kinifs
Prior to 1781, the expense of sending King’s troops to 

India was borne by the public. In that j'lear the negotiations 
took place which led to the territorial possessions and 
revenues, with the exclusive trade, being vested in the 
Company till the year 179£^- ■

On the 25th June 1781, twenty-two propositions were 
approved by the General Court of Proprietors, and ordered 
to be submitted to Lord North as the basis for an arrange
ment. The eighth proposition provided for the payment of 
two lacs of current rupees per annum by the Company on 
account of every regiment, consisting of one thousand men, 
sent or to be sent by his Majesty to India, on the requisition of 
the Company, so long as they possessed the territories of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orjsi^ia, which provision was incorporated in the 
seventeenth section of the act of 1781, 20th Geo. Ill, cap. 65.

A corres;pondence between the Board of Commissiont^r^S and 
the Court of L^:^rectors took place in 1785, respecting the ■ Eu
ropean forces, and with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Pitt, in 1786, as to the demands against the Company on 
account of the expenses of the King’s tro<^}^^^; but • it was not 
till 1787 that those measures were adopted which led to the 
declaratory act of the following year. In the latter part of

■ 1787,
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1787, it was apprehended that Great Britain would have been 
involved in war, and that a blow would be struck at our East
ern possessions. An intimation was accordingly made in the 
month of October, by Mr. Dundas, that the King had been 
graciously pleased to order four regiments to be immediately 
raised for service in India, and that ,his Majesty permitted the

• Company to present for nomination seventy-five officers. The 
regiments were—

■^iie 74th, Sir A. Campbell, 
75 th, Colonel Abercrombie, 
76th, Colonel Musgrave, 
77 th, Colonel March,

to consist, in the. whole, of 2,840 Europeans.
The Court’s grateful sense of his Majesty's gracious atten

tion to the safety of the Company’s possessions was conveyed 
through Mr. Dundas, and a Committee of General Officers 
was appointed by the Court of directors to meet at the India- 
House, for the purpo.se of devising the most eligible mode of 
carr^'i;ng into effect the appointments which the Court were 

' permitted to make, as by the Act of 27th Geo. II, cap. 9, 
under which the articles of war were framed, officers bearing 
his Majesty’s commission ranked over those of the Company,

; although the King’s bore a later date than the Company’s com
I mission. A petition from the Company’s Bengal officers, pray

ing that the Court would intercede v^ith his Majesty to remove 
! all partiality as to rank, was presented to the Direc^tors. So 
1 great were the embarrassments apprehended if the measure was 
, persevered in, ' that on the 21st of November the chairman and
• deputy were requested to wait on the Board of Commissioners, 
, and consult with them upon some mode of obviating the con

templated dif^^ulties, either by an application to his Majesty to 
grant an equa^ rank, or for withdrawing the regiments intended

I for India. The chairs accordingly had an interview with the 
-i,Board, when they were informed by Mr. ^t^r^das, that a reply 
. 1 to the representation wt^i^jld be transmitted to the Court in 
lf■■vritti]g. On the 4th of De^c^ember the .:^^eply was communicated 
(< to the Court, in which some observations were made as to the 
..;point of raink; but it was intimated that the idea of diminishing 
' I' any part of the British forces contemplated to be sent to India, 

2 F 4 was 

    
 

purpo.se


\yi^S(Jso adverse, to. .what . the Board OJi^^wiiMe.tlftOilbe, for-.the^^wel- 
^e and security of, that .count^ry', that- tliey, could not-.allc^w 
such .au idea to enter into .any further-diseussion between; tl»e 
Board - and :the Court. . On the , following day, the Court; of 
D^i^rectors resolved, that they beheld, with the deepest ' .-con
cern, the determined manner in which the Commissioners had 
tliought proper to waive .all further discussion upon the sub
ject of withdrawing entirely the four regime^ns^, intended -to 
be raised for India. They pointed out that as the appi^e^ln^ii- 
sion of impending war had ceased, it was wholly unnecessary 
to entail so heavy a charge upon -the Company: under tliis 
consideration, therefore, and with reference to the principle of 
economy so strongly enjoined by the Act of the 24th Geo. Ill^y 
cap. 25, sec. 40 and 41, and to the alteration in public affairs, 
they trusted the Board would concur in a aepaesentation to 
the King, to ena^lllty the Company to increase their Eur^optan 
force in India, in a mode less destructive to the welfare of the 
Company, and thereby remove from the minds of 1,800 gal
lant officers the disgust and indignation which they would 
feel, from a most cruel and unmerited supercession. i The 
Board explicitly . declined to concur in any such .represen
tation, and stated, - that the subject would be brought before 
bis Majesty’s confidential advisers. On - the 28th of D£^(^e;ui- 
ber, the chairman laid before the Court a note from Lord 
Sydney, acquainting the Court that his Majesty’s servants did 
not propose to advise his Majesty to alter the resolution of 
sending the four regiments to India.

The Court of -Directors accordingly .resolved on the 16th 
January 1788, that Jacob Bosanquet, Hugh Inglis, and Stephen 
Lushinglon, Esqrs., with the Honourable- W. F. Elphinstone, 
be appointed , a committee to prepare an address to his Ma
jesty to. withdraw. the regiments. On the 23d, the .jpetition 
so prepared was appir^'^t^d: it expressed the - readiness of the 
Company to pay all expenses occasioned “ in consequence of 
“ his Majesty’s order for - raising the four regimi^i^fti;- 'and 
“ being persuaded - that, with the aid - of his Majesty’s --mitiil-*- 
“ - ters, they should be able to raise any force that might be 
< thought - necessary for- the defence of India, -upon terms infS- 

nitely- less burtheosome to the ,- Company, they felt - impelled 
“ by
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« by 'every' consideration ’of public 'by U necessary attfer^d 
tion to the finances of the Company, by ■ a sense of j^istit^^ 

“ to individuals, by a willing obedience to the legislature, but 
above all by their alarming apprehensions of the effect’ the 
measure would produce in India, to pray that the said- regi- 

“ hients might be withdrawn.” Mr. Motteux, the chairnair'^; 
dissented from the resolution, approviing such petit^i^n; but 
•^l^tited, he should still feel it to be his duty to support any 
petition signed by thirteen or more directors. Messrs. Smith, 
Hunter, Robert Thornton, Pattle, Townson, Le Mesurierj 
Moffatt, and D^evaynes, likewise dissented. •

On the 29th January, the chairman informed the Court that 
the petition had been' delivered to Lord Sydney, who promised 
to lay the same before the King; his Lordship, on the 1st 
of February, addressed a letter to the Court, ’ stating, that his 
•Itfajesty did not judge proper to change his resolution of 
sending four regiments to India. •

' The Court having taken the legal opinions of Mr. Rous, 
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Serjeant Adair, and Mr. Mansfield, and 
it appearing by ’ such opinions that they . might withdraw their 
consent to the regiments proceeding to India; and, moreover, 
that they were not liable to defray ' the expenses of the ' four 
regiments, if sent to India without their requisition, but that 
the State must bear the same, they rescinded ■ their' resolution 
of the ' 17th October 1787, accepting the said four regiments 
intended for service in India. In consequence of dissents from 
such resolution having been delivered in by Messrs. Motteux, 
.Devaynes, and Robert Thornton, a letter was addressed to the ' 
Court by Messrs. Bosanquet, Lushington, Fitzhugh, Elphin- 

,stone; Cheap, Inglis, Travers, Bensly, Baring, Manship, Ro
berts, and Smith, vindicating their opinions and conduct, 

^^jhich' they considered to have been called in question. They 
r^viiewed the whole matter from the commencemei^^; pointed 
'(^i^tt.that the original acceptance of the regiments was only 
-arrii^d ■ by ten votes to nine, and with the greatest possible 
celerity; not a day being allowed to discuss it: that when ' the 
■rltrr(^.^^l^^lte of affairs was considered, a^ well as the diflfi^i^^ties 
likely. ;to arise . out of the conflicting interests -involved in the 

'and when they - adverted to. the solemn and cordial 
,, agreement
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agreement entered into between the Company and Gov^e^rnment 
‘;^n .1784', containing an ample reservation of all the rights and 
■privileges of the Company under the protection of ministers, 
who stood/^a^rth as their zealous and successful advocates, they 
considered it to be their. duty . to oppose .a measure pregnant 
with such evils. They declared tliat they had, on every occa
sion, endeavoured to meet his Majesty's ministers with alacrity 
and zeal; that they had exerted every means in their power 
to promote harmony and a good understi^i^^ing with the Board 
of Comn^is^i(^j^(^i^si; but they humbly conceived that they were 
entrusted by their constituents with their rights, privileges, 
and property, which it was their duty to watch over, and to re
sist every attempt at invasion, from whatsoever quarter it might 
arise. In conclusion, they described the measure as “ con

trary to a solemn act of Parliament, as highly injurious to 
their coritituerts, absolutely urreceiiary in itself, and in
volving the most fatal coriequences.”
On tlie 11th Februa.ry, a letter was received by the Court

from Lord Sydney, irtimatirg that the regiments were ready 
for embarkation. The Court resolved, that the chairs should 
wait on I.ord Sydney, and communicate their reiolutior 
rescinding that of the l7th October 1787, “ accepting the 
“ regiments so far as bound the East-India Company to the 
“ payment of the expense;” but adding, that as the Court were 
desirous of obeying his Majesty's- commands, and co-op^e^rating 
with his Ministers, as far as they could consistently with their 
duty, they were ready to receive the troops on board the 
Company's ships, provided it was clearly understood that the 
said four regiments did not go at the requisition of the Court 
of Directors; that the East-India Company were not bound 
to pay any part of the expense ther<^<^jf; and that such forces 
were not to be considered as part of the permanent . establish
ment in the East-Indies. The resolution having been made 
a reference by Lord Sydney to the Board of Commission
ers, his Lordship, on the 12th.F(^b^ruary, transmitted the reso
lutions of the Board thereon, which had been submitted to 
and received his Majesty's royal approbation. They denied 
the power of the Court to withdraw their requisition or to libe
rate the Company from defraying the expense. They . did not 

conceive
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conce^vie that the King’s troops going to India, under requi
sition or otherwise, were to be considered as forming any part 
of the Company’s establishment in the East-Indies. They 
were unable to decide as to die number of Kjng’s troops 
which it might be expedient to maintain in India. They inti
mated that they should feel it to be their duty to exercise the 
superintending, powers • vested in them over the Indian reve
nues, in such a manner as effectually to provide that those 
revenues should be applied to defray the expense of .t^lhe force 
necessary for the defence of the possessions there; and that if 
his Majesty’s Government were compelled to have recourse to 
any other mode of sending those troops, they • would feel -it 
right, upon every principle of justice, to order payment of 
such expense of conveyance from the revenues of India.

' The Court having negatived a motion which was made for 
embarking the troops, and resolved that the ships for Bombay 
and China should be despatched on the following Fi-iday, 
they summoned a General Court of Froprietors for tlie 19th, 
to consider the subject. Their proceedings being made known 
to Lord Sydney, his Lordship laid the same before the Board, 
who expressed their satisfaction at such a step, being fully as
sured that the proprietors would concur in sending those re
giments out, and repeated their determination to charge the 
expenses of conveying the regiments to India on the revenues of 
that countiy. The Court accordingly resolved to take counsel’s 
opinion as to the right of the Board of Commissioners to assume 
h^ch powers. The proprietors met on the 19th, arid adjourned 
to the 20th, on which day a motion wa;s made in the General 
Court to support the Court of Directors in their opposing the 
transmission of the four regiments to India: upon which ques
tion, after an amendment had been proposed and lost, a ballot 
was demanded. It took place on the 28tli: the numbers being 

■■371 for the motion, and 371 against it, the treasurer was called in 
and drew the lot, which decit^t^d, the question ip the af^rj^i^ltive.

In • the interim (on the 23d February) the Court received in- 
‘ 'timation from the Board that a motion would be made in Far- 

liament for leave to bring in a bill for removing all doubt as to 
the power of the Boa^i’d, to order payment of any expenses 

J' ‘which might be incurred in sending out and maintaiining such 
' troops
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trqops jis for,.the,!^<^(^ii^|^i^(^y; ofthe
P,ritish territories and possessions in India... m ,' •m,i
iC)n the 25th, Mr. Pitt accordingly moved the -House of Com* 

mons for leave - to bring in such ■. bi^^l: he stated, that^' he-.was 
at -a loss to imagine on what principle doubts were - entertained 
by several high legal characters as - to the -powers of theBoa^rd: 
and contended, that there was - not one step which the G^iurt.'co^. 
E^i^i’ec^t^ors could take prior to the act of-178^4), establishing .the 
Board, which that Board might not now take touching the 
political and military concerns - and revenues -of India. la -this 
Mr. Dundas concurred, adding, that if it should appear ne* 
cessary for the security of our Indian possessions, the Board 
had power to apply the whole - of the revenue of India to that 
purpose, without leaving a single rupee for the Company’s- 
investment. . ■ . -

The motion was strongly opposed: it was contended that 
the opinions of 'counsel taken, perhaps, on an imperfect state : 
of the case, was not a fit ground for the introduction ofS' 
declaratory bill; by such proceedings, Parliament -would quit 
its legislative and assume a judicial capacity, and in the - case- 
then before it, decide in some respects as an interested partyj' 
to be a gainer by its own. decision. The minister was stated to 
be guilty of -manifest injustice and a violent oppression of .it^ie’ 
subject, in renr^i^ng a question from the courts of law, where’ 
he knew- he could have no undue influence, into the two Houses’ 
of Parliament. After a long debate, ' the bill was brought iii,' 
and on the 3d of March the - East-India Company were heard. 
by ' counsel. Mr. Fox, Colonel Barre, Mr. Fullarton, Mn- 
Powis, and Mr. Pulteney opposed the pi'oposed bill. The latter 
gentleman, as well as the other members who usually voted 
with the nlinister, declared that the construction attempted, to 
be put -upon the act of 178^4- by the declaratory bill now, .und^^r, 
discussion, 'made it equally obnoxious with the celebrated bill, 
rejected by Parliament in 1783 ;* only with this difference, that 
what the one had for its professed object, openly and without 
disguise, the other was attempting to effect by fraud and -dis-* 
simulation. It was pointedly remarked, that whilst 'the Board,, 
in 1785, - had contended in opposition to the Court of Directors,,

1 ■ ,. , ■ . fqr
* Vide Board of Con^missioners.
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for a reduction of their European force, they now came forward 
to propose an additional King’s fo:^<^i^; that the measure wore 
the A^]^<e^;^i^nce of a regularly -digested plan-to grasp pro
gressively at all the patronage of India. To these remarks Mr. 
Pitt replied, that if any danger was apprehended front . the bill 
before the House, relative either to the augmentation of the 

or the patronage of India in general, he was -ready- to 
receive any clauses that might be offered, from whatever part 
of the House they might come, from whatever individual, or 
accompanied by what langu^e they might, for guarding- in the 
most effectual manner against it.

The unfavourable reception the bill met with in the House, 
and even from - many of the minister’s own friends, was ap
parent through the whole progress. Some of his friends sug
gested, that he had been led into the measure by persons of 
whose principles they did not much approve, and with whom 
they were sorry to see him so intimately connected. One 
member observed, that he was sure his conscience had been 
surp^i^i^i^d: on which Mr. Sheridan remarked, “ that without 
“* doubt his original crimes had been, that he had connected 
‘r hims^]^;f with those from whom no good counsel could com;; 
“"and that lament^ing^e ■ as they must all do, the consequences 
“■ of his want of vigilance and the misfortune of his connec- 
“■ tions, it was earnestly to be wished either tl^t' his conscience 
“ would keep a better look-out, or that he would keep better 
“ company.” On the 5 th March, the motion for committing 
the bill was brought forward, when there were 182 ayes to 
1^5noes; and, on the report being brought up on the 7th, 
MK Pitt--de^<;l^red, that for the purpose of having farther ' 
checks, he should move for its re-commii^i^^^i^lt; and that the 
committee should be instructed to receive clauses for the said 
purposes. The question for bringing it up was carried -by only 
a-'major;ity of -sixty-seven. '

‘The clauses were moved by the Chancellor of - the Exchequer 
oU - thb re-commitment of the bill. The first limited the number’ 
of Ring’s forces, for the payment of which the Board of Com
missioners- were empowered to issue their orders, to 8,04-5, • 
including - commissiisned and non-commissioned ofl^cers, and- 
12,000 of European forces in the Company’s service; the

■ ' ' second
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second’ was to prevent their increasing the established s^aiary of 
tany office iii the service of the Company,- unless propc^sed^- by 
the E^iirectors and laid before Parliament ;■ the third was- to pre^ 
vent the Commissioners from ordering the payment of any 
-^extraordinary allowance to any person on account of services 
in India, except proposed by the Directors; the fourth required 
the Directors to lay sundry accounts before Parliament? an
nually. The bill was read a third time on the 14tli March, 
when it underwent another long discu.ss^ii^n; on which occasion 
Sir Grey Cooper contended against the unparliamentary course 
which had been adopted, of adding clauses to . a declaratory bill. 
What was it but to say that the power declared to be in the 
Commissioners was first invested in them bij law, provided cer
tain things be done, and certain conditions observed by them, 
which were not law before. The . bill was finally passed by a 
majority of ’54, and ordered to the Lords, where, on .its second 
reading. Lord Porchester proposed that the opinion of the 
judges should bp taken upon the construction of the ad; which 
was opposed by Lord Hawkesbury and -the Lord Chancellor, as 
tending to create unnecessary delay, and negatived - by. seventy-six 
to thirty^ as was also a motion . proposed by the Duke of Norfolk 
forpostponing the secondreading. . On , the main question, theMar- 
quess of Lansdowne expressed the ulmosl astonishment that any 
one who recoiiecled whatpass(^din the year 1783and 1784, could 
contend for , a moment that the principles of the present bill 
were contained in that of 1784. His Lordship pointed out the 
danger to be apprehended fr<^m the influence such a measure 
would throw into the hands of the crow?n; and, as a proof, 
that ministers’ had insidiously concealed their - design, if - they 
had ever really ’conceived an idea of construing the act of 1784 
in its present extent, his Lordship quoted a pamphlet, pub
lished by Mr. Pulteney, which at that time was avowedly 
dispersed by administration throughout the country, as con
taining the sentiments which they wished to be considered as 
the principles of their cond^t^t; on the present occasion Mr. 
Pulteney could not support the minister. On the third read
ing, on the 19lh March, the bill was supported by Lords 
Camden, Coventry, Hopeton, and the Lord Chancellor; - and 
opposed by Lords Loug^hborough, Grantley, Stormont, Carlisle, 
. • ■ and
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and Hawke. It passed by a majority of seventy-one to twenty
eight. A strong protest was entered, and signed by sixteen 
of the dissentient peers.

Thus was establislied the first legislative provision, fixing 
the number of King’s troops which might be sent to India, 
and maintained out of the revenue of tliat country, under the 
orders of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India.

In 1791, the House of Commons resolved, that the conduct 
of the Governor-General in prosecuting with vigour the war 
against Tippoo was highly meritorious, and in support of the 
war it was deemed advisable to send out a further number . 
of King’s troops. As the act of 1788 had limited that force 
to 8,045, an act was passed authorizing an additional King’s 
force of 2,682 men to be maintained out of the Indian revenues, 
making a total of 10,727.

On the renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges, 
in 1793, no alteration was made in the number of King’s 
troops to be sent to India; but by the 107lh section of the 
act of the 33d Geo. Ill, c. 52, itwas provided that the expenses 

,^lf all the troops, garrisons, &c., should be defrayed out of 
the revenues; and by the 127th section, the accounts between 
the public and the Company as to the maintenance of King’s 
troops were closed to the 24lh December 179:2; from which 

(date all sums paid by the payma^i^t^i^-'^f^in^i^l on account of 
King’s troops in India, or for -ec-uils, wt;re to be repaid by 

. the Company, and the actual charge on account of King’s 1-oops was to be borne henceforth by the Company. By the • 
same act, section 149, the powers given by the acts of 1788 
and 1791 to the Board of Commissioners, as to the number 

^^nd payment of the King’s forces in India, . were continued, 
as if repeated in the said act of the lhirly-third of the King.

In. 1808, the discussions .commenced with the Board of Com- 
misisiioners for a renewal of the Company’s exclusive privi
leges. . The necessity of ma:inlaiining a considerable European 
force, and the heavy expense arisiing out of the number of 
:King’s' troops in India, formed p-ominenl points in the cor
respondence which took place. It was proposed by the Court 
of. Di-eclo-s that the King’s forces in India should not exceed 
15,000 men ui aU., and that such, n^r^ber sh^ooW be r-d^t^c€d if 

possible.
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possible. On the part of Ministers, it was contemletl that the 
amount of the force which had been maintained ' did not go be
yond what was requisite for the defence and security of Indiii; 
and Lord Castlereagh accordingly proposed, in his resolution 
to the House of Commons, that the number should be 20,000, 
which was the maximum fixed on the 2d July. The 'bill was 
read a third time on the 13th July 1813. '

In 1822, a settlement of accounts between the public and 
the Company took place, including, amongst other items, that 
of a claim on the part of Government for the maintenance of 
the King's forces beyond the number fixed in 1781.

In 1823, the East-India Company agreed to pay the further 
annual sum of £^6^C^,000 for retiring pay, pensions, or other 
allowances to his Majesty's forces serving in India, in quarterly 
payments, to commence from the 30th April 1822. An act 
was accordingly passed to enable the same to be' carried into 
effect. The King's troops are governed by the King's Mutiny 
Act and articles of war. •

Troops.

It has already been observed, that the Company's forces 
consist of Europeans and Natives.

In the early period of the wars with the French on tlie 
coast of Coromandel, the forces of the Company were very 
limited, and consisted principally of Europeans, the French 
having first trained the 'sepoys for military service. In 1748, 
when the siege of Pondicherry was meditated, Major Law
rence took into his pay 2,000 peons. It has always been consi
dered sound policy to maintain an European force in India, 
and the East-India Company have invariably evinced an 
anxious desire to act in conformity with such opinion.

In 1772, the Company's European force consisted of 11,468 
men, including commissioned and non-commissioned officers.

In 1785, when orders were sent out to place the .army on 
a peace establishment, the Board of Commissioners, in de
cided opposition to the Court, insisted upon a reduction in 
the Company's European force then in India, far below what 
either the Court 'of Directors or Mr. Hastings, to whom refe
rence had been made on the subject, deemed essential for the 

public
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pubJ^iic- ; as below also the number prescribed by the
act ot 1781, vie., 12,200. , . >i.,.

In the 'correspondence -which took place between the Board 
of Commissioners and the Court of Dii^ectors, from 1808 to' 
1813, the, importance of extending the Company’s Europe^aiir 
force was strongly pointed out, and on the revision of the 
military establishment in 1814, the-subject was iijgain pressed 
on - the^attention of the Board. ' The support of the public 
interests -as connected with the existing system, may be a suffi
cient re^e^son for maintaining a King’s force in India; but there 
are various’ and weighty reasons in • favour of maintaining a’ 
permane-^it European force recruited and - organized on the 
principle of the Company’s -European regiments.

A King’s regiment is at all times liablli-to -removal front 
one presidi^^(^;y. to another,- and from Asia - to Europe or 
America ; the opportunities or inducements which- both the ' 
officers and men attached to such regiments have of acquiring 
the -language, or studying the habits, customs, -and prejudice's 
of the native, are few, whilst the Company’s officers and 
soldiers, o’n the contrary, aware that all their hope of fortune 
and-prefe-r^ment .centre in India, necessarily apply themselves 
to the attainment of that knowledge upon which their comfort 
and -future prospects depend. The Company’s European 
regiments - are in a great measure the nursery for European ■ 
non-commissioned ofBi^ieris; and it is contended, - that the spirit 
and discipline of the native regiments have been most mate
rially promoted by their union with the Company’s European 
troops'.- '

. The Company’s European force at fire three presidencies 
in -1822, did not - exceed, including artillery, 8,000 men. The 
Company are empowered to enlist in this country recruits for 
their service in India, under the provisions of the 39th Geo. Ill, 
cap,- 109, and 50th, - cap. 87, which will be noticed under this- head.

-The rise and progress of the Company's Native Army to' 
its present state in point of strength and efficiency, presents 
an extraordinary feature in the history of the East-India- 
Company. •

Although the native -- troops can scarcely be considered 
2 o to
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. to - Jiaye • &s; 'a regular.; ^rniy,.^uiQ^ltii| il765?ij .dis*
tinguished the^^i^:lvi^^, in the ear^J. liostilitie^ in nnder
CoJ^i^i^^l, Clive, nfore particularly at the meTq^.r:^J^l<^-; biT^tle 
of -Plassey in, .ITGSj also pnder , Major A^d^a^ms, at, rt.he - battle 
of Gheri^; , and under -Major (aftei^w^jird? Sir Hec^tpr) Muiyp, 
at ' that of Buxar, in the same year; - Colonel- Clive,. -,whp 
reTurnld Tq England in - 1760,. and had, been raised to, tHi 
peerage, proclldld again To India. in l'^i65, when, his jL.rd- 
ship remodelled the Company’s army, forming The whole into 
three brigades, in which were seven battalions of se.p^^^-. ft 

>. is unnecessary to enTer minutely into The. -various alteraTions 
made from Time To, Time in The regulations by which -the 
Indian army has been. governed, as- well as its ' inT^l^l^nallj,lco- 
nomy direcTed. Those of 1796 are The most important,. and 
They will be noTiced. A few .of The jni^jst - prominlnt .occa
sions, in which - The native. army has been engaged, wi^LI- be 
firsT adverted to. . .

In 1767, three battalions of sepoys were ..detached on slrviGl 
in the northeTn Circars, with the view of . suppc^l^(^^ng^: The 
Madras GovunmenT against The aTTacks , of Hyder Ally and -Tin 
,FTench. In 1769, They were. embarked to return, by sea,to 
Calcutta, on which occasion Two grenadier companils plrishld 
by shipwreck. This occurrence is adverted to, as. it. made- .-a 
fatal impression on -The minds of The native troops with ngard 
to sea voyages, which, joined to their previous Tlligious and 
habitual , prejudices, required The lapse of many years and 
much conciliatory managemenT To overcome. On Tlflrlncl 
To This point, it shews how important it is to treat with The 
utmost forbearance and kindness prejudices, , not arising from 
any indisposition towards The ruling authorities, but solely from 
the sTrongest of all sources—that of religious feeling. , ,

Sir John Clavering, when he succeeded as Commarider-in- 
Chief, in 1774, bore The sTrongest testimony To The state and 
discipline of the sepoy corps, which he declared had excited 
his wonder and admiration,

In '1778, when Mr. Hastings determinld on his own respon
sibiliTy To. detach a portion -of. The Bengal army in supp^r^T^; of 
the B^m^l^ay Government, which was then em.ba'rrassed from 

. - The
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the pressure of tlie Mahratta war, a body of 6,600 native 
tro^jps,' under Colonel Goddard, marched from- the banks of 
t^ie' Ganges to the western coa^t of India, and arrived at Surat 
in February 1179; aftt!* a short 'interval of repose, this foi^<(e 

“took thn field, and nobly distinguished itsel^f through a series 
‘of mos^ -arduous service to the close of - 1783; the remains 

‘ 't^f that body, reduced by casualties of service to- less than 
one-halif of its original -complement,' returned to Bengal in 
4T^(4r, where honorary standards were granted to each of the 
battalions, gold medals to the subahdars, silver to the jema
dars, and to every 'private sepoy who served with the detach
ment from the commencement of the expedition.
' In 1780, the fortress of Gwalior, till then deemed impreg- 
nabli^,- was -captured by -escalade by a detachment of 2,000 
se^)oys, under Major Popham.

In 1781, in Malwah, against Scindiah and the Mahrattas, 
and at the insurrection - at Benares, on the revolt of Cheyt 
Sin'^,--oi^ which- occasion, although the pay of the native 
troops' - was '■ f^ve months in arrear, the means of obtaining 
Su'pjplies most difi^cult, and their distresses consequently -great, 
they - never manifested the least ^^mptom of discontent; their 

'^i^i^lity,' att^hment^ and ’ devotion was inherent, spontaneous, 
■nd -undisguised.' ' ' ' '■ ' ■ '
■' In September 1786,-Earl- Cornwallis arrived in India as 
'Goveriit^rr(^£;neral' -and Commander-in-Ghiefi ■ In 1787, his 
Lordship made - a tour of inspection, and having visited all the 
military - stations, expr^.s:^ed the- greatest satisfaction at 

' appearance and good order of the troops.
' - The'rp^t^g^^ance ' of the Bengal native soldiery to 
voyages has already been noticed. It was to the i^rm,
temperate and encouraeing line ' of ' conduct pursued' by Lord 
Cornwallis in - 1789, when it was -deemed expedient to send

■ to Bencoolen, - that the aversion was - ; four
'{^oi^j^f^i^ies of volunteers -were raised from thi^er' battalions
of the fourth brigade, then at the presidency; every atten- 

"iton was given to the com^rt and wants - of the troops, and 
'these marks of consideration - were amply repaid by tlie zeal 

"and alacrity displayed by- the detachment throu^h^ut the
■ 2 G 2 sei-vice

the
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turned out, and reached 
Lord Cornwallis quitted

1795, for service in the

452

service on which they were about^" to embark. To the dis
cerning’ and conciliatory temper evinced by his Lordshipj is 
to be attributed the readiness with which they obeyed tlie 
call, when his Lordship proceeded by ’ sea to Madras, at the 
close of 1790, for the.p^mpose 'of superintending in person 
the war in Mysore : 'and’ again in , 1791, when a call. Was made 
for 900 -volunteers to fill up the eight battalions serving in 
Mysore, on which occasion, -’ such ■ was the spirit of emulstto^i^i 
that more than the number required 
l^ladras in the course of eight days. 
India in 1793!.^ •

A marine battalion was raised in 
islands of Sumatra, Penang, &c.

On the conquest of M;^^i^<ore in 1799, the native troops greatly 
distinguished themselves. The.relation of two inl^e^resl;ing;'oc- 
cui^i^e^i^ces^, as honourable to the feelings which dictated the 
proceedings as -to the exalted merits of the distinguished -nobie- 
men who were the objects of them, ought not to be omitted. "'

The present venerable and gallant Lord Harris, who,' as 
General Ha^rris, commanded at Seringapatam, was requested 
by the army to solicit in their name that the Marquis Corn
wallis would accept the -sword and w-ar-turban of the deceased 
Tippoo Sultaun, and also the sword of the Mahratta chief, 
Mariar Row. General Harris reached Cork in June 1800, 
from whence hq addressed a letter to Lord Cornwallis, then 
Viceroy in Ireland, presenting, in the name of the arrays, the 
swords and turban as a mark of their genuine respect for his 
Lordsl^iip; who, in acknowledging it, expressed the gratifi
cation which he derived at such a mark of esteem and regard, 
from the brave of^cers and soldiers who had rendered such , 
important service to their country.

The Marquis We^l^^^e^sley, -then Governor-General, was -also 
vested with the • title of Captain-General ’ of all - the Forces 
in India. The army resolved, on the plains of Seringa- 
patam, to request his Lordship’s acceptance of a star and 
badge of the order of St. Patrick, made from the jewels 
of the Sultaun, as a mark of their high respect. His Lord
ship, in a^know^^^dging the communication which - was also 

made
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made , through General, Harris, replied, that, any mark of 
respect of that gallant array which achieved the conquest 
of Mysore, must ever be esteemed by him as a distinguished 
honour. The resolution having been adopted in the hour 
of victory, and on the field of conquest, afforded a most 
satisfactory testimony of the intention to associate his name 
with the memory of their unexampled triumph ; that although 
he was sincerely desirous of accepting the gift of the army, 
and of wearing it as an emblem of their glory, and of their 
good-wil^ towards him, he declined it on the ground that 
he might thereby violate the letter of the existing^- statutes. 
The star and badge were accordingly tendered to the Court 
of D:^^e<^tors, who ' addressed a letter to the Bengal Government 
in the following terms, under date the 10th June 1801 — 

. We are thoroughly sensible of the propriety and'delicacy 
of the motives which induced our Governor-General to de
dine the acceptance of this token of respect to his Lord
ship, from ■ the gallant conquerors of Mysore. In order, 
however,, further to testify’ the . very high sense which we 
entertain of .' the distinguished services to this Company of 
the Most Noble the Marquis Wellesley, by the superior ■ 
wisdom and energy of whose councils the late war in 
Mysore ;'wai5 brought .to so speedy and glorious a termi
nation, 'we; hereby present the star and badge, of the order 
of St. Patrick, formed from the jewels taken at Seringapatam, 
to his Lordship’s acceptan^ie; the same having been ten
dered to and received by the Court of Directors for that 
purpose.”
In the expedition to Egypt in. 1800; in the war in'1803,

at, the memorable battle of Laswarree in November of that 
year, which led to the dispersion of Scindiah’s forces in 
Hindoost^iu; in the war with Holkar in the .follo^mng year; 
and ' at the battle .of Deeg, and also at the unsuccessful siege 
of Burtf^^o'r in the beginning of 1^05 (in one of the attempts 
to carry which by storm, the colours of the 2d battalion of the 
12th ' were thrice planted on the top of the bastion), the native 
troops were highly distinguished for their bravery and fidelity. 
The conduct - of the whole of the Company’s native army 

2 g 3 . cannot
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cannot be described than by qub^ii^g ' the foUioA^iri'’ 
from general ' orders by Lord Lake, on the occasion -df'lii!^’' 
quitting the station of- comman^(^!^-^ii^^<^]^)^<^irin India,-: in- Febi^uary'' 
1807:—. ■ . ' : ... .-m- f

But he finds it difficult -to'' do justice - to- the ' S’le^it^'of’ 
our native ' soldiers, who have encountered every ' dangbf wi^h" 
the most exemplary- valour—who have' submitted to evety' 
hardship and privation with the utmost fl^^^l^i^l;ude' and' pferi' 
severance, and who, to promote the cause in whiclj-si^h^t^j ’̂ 
were engaged, have on many occasions -made 'a 'reatfy -atid" 
cheerful sacrifice of 'every habit and'prejudice which -they'

“ had been taught 'to regard' as' dear 'and inviolable.’? >
On the occasion of the expedition ' to ' the Isle 'of France in' ‘ 

1810, and to Java in 1811, the zeal, alacrity, ' and courage of' the 
Company’s native troops were most 'conspicuous, and received 
the warmest thanks of the Governor-General and Coihmani 
deriiniChic^f’.- The same spirit actuateid. them throughout th^” 
military operations with tire Nepaulese, and -'• in the ex^^c^r^il^rl'’ 
military operations 'conducted by the Marquis of 'H^£^!5iu^g«s,* 
which took place between the years ' 1815 and '1820,: againsif ' 
the'Pindarries and the Pei^shwah, and iti ' Hin^doostan and the 
D^e^c^an.' ■ ‘ ‘

It would be- in vain to 'attempt to do ju^'stii^i^i in so brief i( 
sketch as ' tliis must necessarily be, to' the 'merits of -the Indian' 
army; The thanks which they have repeatedly received from' ' 
the British Parliament and from the EastiIndia Company, 
will best evince the sense wj^ich is' entertained of those serv'iee’' 
by the country and the Company. It is impossible,, howl^v^£^l•, ' 
not to seize 'this occasion 'of recording an extract from the ''elo-' 
quent speech of his Majesty’s present Secretary 'of 'State for'' 
Foreign Affairs,* on the occasion of that Right Honc^urable 
Gentlemen proposing, when president of the Board 'of Com- * 
missioners for the Affairs of India, ' on the 4th March 1819, iu ' 
the House of Commons, votes of thanks to the Marquis bf’ 
Hastings and the British Army in India: '■ ■^ •

“ In every instance the valour of the British' ' troops ' bias 
been emiueutIy 'couspIcuous ; and when I say—of the ' British- 

“ troops,
« The Right Honoui^able George Canning.
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“ troops, Jett me guard the |,House agains^t any such erroncQus 
“ impression, .as that, the contest -was one between tried and 
“ valiant Bri^sh. soldiers on the one side, -and feeble and, 
“ unwarlike natives on the other.
“

Let it not be considered 
as an. unequal conflict of European valour with untaught • 

“ - Indian courja^^e: . for, out of about 90,000 troops whom 
Lord Hastings brought into the field, 10,000 only or there- ’ 

“ abouts were Brit:^i^si: the remainder were the native forces 
“.ofthe Easb^.India trained, it is true, -by Euiow
“ pean ofiicers, and proving by their obedience, their courage, 
“ their perseverance, their endurance, that in discipline and 
“ in achievements they were capable of rivalling their British 
“ instructors.

In doing justice to the bravery of the - native troops, I 
“ must not overlook another virtue—their fidelity.* Many of 
“ the Bombay army had been recruited in the territories of . 
“.the Peishwah; their property, their friends, their relatives, 

all that was valuable and dear to them, were still in that 
“ prince’s* power. Previously to the commencement of hos- 
“ tilities,.the Pe^i^shwah had spared no pains to seduce and 
“ corrupt these troops; he abstained front no threats to force, 
“ them from their allegiai^^'^: but his utmost arts were vain. 
“ The - native of^cers and soldiers came to their British, com- 
“ manders with the proofs of these - temptations in their., hands, , . 

and renewed the, pledges . of their attachment. One man, 
“ a , non-commissioned of^cer,. brought to his captain the sum 
“•. of 5,000 rupees, which , had been presented to him by the 
‘‘ Peishwah in person, as an earnest of reward for desertion.* • 
“ Thq , vengeance .denounced by the Peishwah was not an 
“.unmeaning menai^i^: it did, in many .instances, fall heavily 
“ on the relatives of tho^e who resisted his threats and ,his 
“ entreaties; but the effect was rather to exasperate than to, 
“.. ye^e^’^'ess their ardour in the service to which they had sworn 
“.to adhere.” . ; .

In 1781, the army , was re-modelled. ; ,
In 17.96,, a complete ■ revision. was .made of, the whole of the 

Ii;dw^n army.. The Company’s officers, who had been hitherto 
restricted

* The .same j^lf tliisj. wan' ,is Slieick Hvusscini

2 c 4

    
 



4510 ■ 'MILITARY TORGES,' 1 /t

reStricted^' in' thein of -oioneli-vW'eKe.*• -
have the rank of maj.or-^^ener:al; and, ■in '^rder ulto previenV ithfe 
existence of je^al^o^usies between the ■ King’s .‘r^nd , . Company,’j 
troops, it was- recommended to, his Majie^l^t^to r^ii^selira(e^iy 
offiicer of the Company a King’s commission, of the . same ■date 
with that he received from the Com^^i^^; ' ; ten ,major-gfi^r^^^ialg 
were to be promoted in Bengal from the senior officers iim , the 
army, six at Madras, and four at Bombay, .irom tvhenpe ■■dl'l 
S^i^<ections for the staff were 'to be made. The number of niajory 
generals on the staff were to be six in Bengal, two , from the 
King’s, and four from the Company’s ■ officers j at. Madr^as,; ■ tyy? 
from the King’s, and two from the Company’s; and at Bom? 
bay, one from the King’s, and two from the Company’s? these 
have been altered, as respects the Company’s officers, .th.,? 
number in Bengal being five, at Madras three, and at '.B^t^ipbay 
two. Measures were, at the same time, taken ■ for making .pro
motion 'to the higher ranks more extensive, 'by appointing two 
lieutenant-colonels and two majors to each regiment, of .in
fantry. The pay and allowances of the ■ army were revised, 
and the off-reckonings thrown into one aggregate: fund-, but 
the most important regulations, as affecting the health «nd 
comfort of the Company’s ofl^cers, was this', establishment, ^pf 
the Furlough and Retiring Regulations.—{Vide Appe^r^cix<.,)j

The Medical Board was also established) to consist of'two 
members, to' be denominated the f^rst and ■ second member, to 
superintend,'under the Co^mande^r^-^ir^-^t^Iiiicifi or officer coip- 
manding the troops at each presidency, ■ the management .t^lf 
the medicaT department, and the conduct of all persons 
employed in it. Fixed rates for passf^jge-money to and 'from 
India were ■ also established.

The foregoing outline will shew the foundation of the exist
ing regulations for the Company’s army'. ■ ; ■'

In. 1814 and 1815, the ' military establishments 'were .revised. 
■ In November 1823, the Court, with a view to accelerate ' the 
'promotion of their European officers to the comma'iid, and 
'off-r^^t^l^t^i^^^^^rgs bf corps, ■ reorganized- tlie't^rmy or .■ thei , prin
ciple of reducing bj' one-hal^ the number of steps 'from'the 

.bottom 'to the top of each regiment. ■ The' number, '"^liiich 
yin,, the' Native Infantry ■ had previously been forty-'five) ' was 

reduced
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teduced Wf tweaity-^tl^red- This arrai^jgement 'involvi^i^' a diipli- 
Cation 'of the number of regiments in the 'setvic^is, and ■ conf^e;^ 
quently of 'the number of colonels, 'occasioning an inimediat© 
promotion ■ of- the senior officers, to a ver^ considerable extentj 
Every arm- of the service whhili. had previously consisted, of 
a- 'different ' ^establishment was, by this arrangement, constH 
tuted on the same footling; so that officers of cavalry, ‘in
fantry,' artillery, and engineers, were placed on an exact' 
equality, each being allowed at the rate of twenty-three officers 
pet regiment. The Court on the same occasion adopted 
Several financial arra:^^ements, which were generally beneficial 
to' the army.
' By the act of 1813, military officers of the rank of a general 
officer, colonel, or lieutenant-colonel commandant, may return 
to ' India after an absence of five years, although such absence 
shall not have been 'oC^a^ioned by sickness. All other mili
tary officers who shall have been absent beyond five years, 
unless such absence shall have been occasioned by sickness, 
infirmity, or inevitable accident, are rendered incapable of 
returning to the - service. . . ’

In July 1823, an act was passed (4th Geo. 4, cap. 81), con- 
*5olidatihg and amending the laws for punishing mutiny and 
desertion of officers and soldiers in the Company's serv^i^(e; 
prior to which, those proceedings were governed by -an act 
passed in the twenty-seventh 'year,'^:^ the reign of -Geo. -II, 
cap. 9. The provisions of the act of 1823'- are given at ' length 
in the laws which follow. ■

LAWS.

I7<)3.

c. 52, 
I 128.

LAWS.
I - • Kings Troops. . .

Expenses of (1) A'nd be it further enacted, that from the said 
^e*"&rn*e°by* thenty-fourth day of December, one thousand seven
^.'Company. hundred and ninety-tho, all sums issued by the said 33 3,

paymaster-general of -his Majesty’s forces, for and - on account o^ his 
'■ - Majesty’s'forces serving in India, or for raising and supplying recruits 

for the 'same, - shall be repaid by the said Compan^^; ' and that the ac
:: Ituan -expenses only ' hhich since the said - then'iy-fourih day of De- 
(! ,,cember,- one thousand seven hundred and ninety-tho, have been, or 

hhich hereafter shall be incurred for the support - and maintenance of 
, the said troops, ' shall be borne- and defrayed by the said Comj^i^i^jr;

' ' any
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63 Geo. 3, 
Ci55, 
§ 8.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 
C71,§ I.

afty clause or provision ■ contained in the said r^ited^^' of tbeAwi^^fc^f^j 
f^r^t year of his Majesty, or any other act or- actsy to, the - contrary - 
notwithstanding.

(2) And whereas it is expedient,, in the present ci;rt fn^ops ,
cunast^nces, that the number of his Majesty’s forces, *
for which payment should he made out of the re-' ' ‘ ' m-
venues arising from the British territories- and possessions in the East-’ 
Indies, should he ascertainied and fixed, he it therefore , enacted, - that, 
it shall not he lawful for the Commissioners - for the Affairs of India ‘ to 
give or approve orders or directions, that there shall he paid, defrayred-., 
and allowed, out of the revenues arising from the said territories and ' 
possessions, in resj^ect of his -Majesty’s forces sent or to - hesent;to th’ 
East-Indies or parts aforesaid,, for the .security of the said, .territories, 
and possessions, any sum or sums of money, in respect of any greater 
numher of his Majesty’s forces, than shall amount, in the whole, to 
twenty thousand men, including the commissioned- and- non-com- ■ 
missioned ofE^icer^; unless any greater numher of his Majesty’s forces’ 
shall he sent to the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, on the requisition 
of the said Court of Directors ; in which last case it shall and may he ' 
lawful for the said Commissioners to give and approve such -orders and 
directions, for paying, allowing, and defn^-ying such sums as aforesaid,’ 
in respect to such additional forces of his Majesty so to he sent on 'the ’ 
requisition of the said Company.

. (3) Whereas no ' provision has heen made for the 
charge incurreid for retiring pay and, pensions, and other 
expenses of that nature, -arising in respect of his Ma
jesty’s forces serving in India; and the ' said United 
Company in consideration the^^i^lf have agreed to pay, 
for those purposes, the annual - sum of sixty thousand 
pounds,- to commence from the- thirtieth- day of April 
one - thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, -put' -of the - 
territorial revenues in the East-Indies, as - hereinafter .f?’’ -y-ring,-pajyj,, 
menti^^i^i^el; he it therefore enacted hy the King’s - most othCT-m»«iin<:es''’* 
excellent Majesty, hy and with the -advice and consent, of his' Majesty’s - t 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, To ’U *
in this present Parliament - assemhled, and hy the au- paid quarte-l;^. 
thority of the same, that over and ahove all sum and sums of -mon^^d 
now payahle hy the said United -Company in respect of - his- -Majesty’s > 
fo^es serving in the East-Indies, the; - annual sum of sixty thous^dT 
pounds, to commence from the said - thirtieth day o^ April one thou-'U 
sand- eight ' hundred and twenty-two, shall, he ^paiid outof - the -rehts,tO 
revenues, and profits arising from the said territorial acqui^ii^ti^t^i  ̂iinif 
full -discharjge and o^t:i^faction of all claims, upon the said Compa&y^o 
for retiring - pay, pensions, an-d 'other expenses of -that nature) grant^c^d-) 
or payahle ■-hy his Majesty or -hy authority -o^ Parl^ai^i^i^t., or othe^rwa^" 
in--respect .- of any -of the forgoes -of - h^Majesty whi^h have - served,, .-arfi1’i 
mow - serving* or which hereafter - 'P^^ay'-serve -in the;EaBt’)hidii2s fi.&u«lte

. ' annual

Company agreie'| 
to pay';£60,00d » 
annually for jieri- " 
sio^^ to King‘4''^ 
trcKips.—-In- j
dition to the sum t 
no^wpayabloj-tlie ' 
East - India."! 
Company to ; -j 
p®y an annual 
sum^^^^^£60;ooo t

forces serving in,, T,.jr_ »p.
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1788. ■
28 Geo. 3, 

c. 8, 
« 2

(5) And whereas it was, in and by the said act of the 
thirty-third year of his ' present Majesty’s reign, also 
enacted, that after sentence or judgment of' any court, 
having competent jurisdiction, whether in Great Bri- 
faun or in Indii^,. agamst any governor-general, go
vernor, president, counsellor, , or commander-in-chief,

1811,
51 Geo. 3, 

c. 75, 
54;, .

459^1 ' 

annlial-siimiOF sixt^j^i thousand pounds to bepayable by the said Unil^e^d- 
Company out of a^y money i^j their treasury applicable to the ter*!) ——• 
ritorial charges in the East-Indies, by even quarterly pajnnents, on the ■ 4 Geo.'4, 
thirtieth day of July, the thirtieth day of October, ■ the thirtieth day c. 71,:Ssl-' 
of January, and the thirtieth day of April in every year, into, the; .r 
receipt of his Majesty’s Exchequer, there to remain at the disposal i 
Parlii^i^^i^t ;■ and such payments' shall be charged upon and borne by 1 
the r^nts, revenues, and profits arising from the territorial acquisition^ I 
in the sanfe -order as the charges and expenses of raising and main
taining the said forces are now charged and borne.

Compan^ys European Troops.
Payment limit- (4) Provided always, and be it enacted, that it shall 

ed to .e12,ooo. not be lawful for the said Committionert to give or 
approve any such direction, with respect to- the payment of any 
g^^^^^r, number of the European forces of the East-India Com
pany, than shall amount in the whole to twelve thousand two 
hundred Inen, including the commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers. ■

! ■ Restoration of OJf-cers dismissed ly Coi^i^t:s-Martial.
East-India

Company may 
restore to tlieir 
service military 
officers removed 
therefrom by 
ssntsncs^ of 
e^^irt^maitial., 
or against a^y of the said - United Company’s 'tervantt, civil or mi- ' 
litary, for any debts or penalty due dr belonging to the said United ‘ 
Company, or for any - extortion or other m.isdemeanor, it should not 
be,lawful for the .tard United -Company, in any case whatever, 'to - 
re^eate or ' compound such sentence or judgment, 'or to restore any - 
servant or ' servants of tlie said Company who. should have been re
moved -or . drtmitsed from his or their office or employment, ' for -or on 
account of misbehaviour, by the sentence of any . of the said courts : 
and 'whereas'doubts have arisen whether military officers 'may be.. 
restored to the service . the said United Company, -who may have
been removed therefrom- .by. sentences- of courts-martii^I: be -it -there- -i 
fore enacted - and declared, that it was- and is ' lawful for the 'Court of 
Directors of- the said United- Company, to restore to the service of 
the - said -Company any military officer who shall -' have .been -or shall > 
be ■.drsmrtsed- or suspended " therefrom - hy' the sentence of a couri^'- 
martial. -
■Vtiti consent of (6) Provided always, and be it enacted, that from '

^O1rmhtOonert ' and after the- passing of this act, no such restoration ' '
shall be in anywise valid or effectual, without the-' ap- , 

probairon- and consent -'of the Board -of Co'mmrttionert for the Affairs ' 
Indiafa-for th'ftt p'urpos^-had and-obiail^^Id - -' '• -

-i - M^ilitary

5 5.
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1813, 

53 Qco. 3>
c. 155| 
§ 83.

, Military Servants suspended.
, (7) Restoration of servants suspended or removed, not valid without 

the ' consent of the Board of Commissioners__ (FiWe Servants, Civil
and Military.)

Mutiny Act—Com^idl/la^ing and Amending the I^c^ias ^frr pun^shhig 
Mutiny and Desertion- OJfi,cers and' Soldiers in -the Service ip' the
— ' ' ' ■ A. .

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

c. 81, 
§ 65.

§ 66.

§70.

§ .3:5.

' E^ast-l^ndia Company/, 1823. ■ ' '
Actinons.

(8) And be it further enacted, that if any action,
bill, plaint or Sait, shall be ' brought against any person 
or persons, for any act, matter, .or thinjg to be acted or ■ •
done in pursuance of this act, it shall and may be lawful to and for 
all and every person or persons sued as aforesaid, to plead thereto the 
general issue, that he or they are not guilty, and to give this .act and 
t^e special matter in. evidence on any trial to be held thereupon, and 
that the same was done in pursuance and by authority of this act; 
and if it shall appear so to have been done, the jury shall find for the 
defendant or defenl^l^l^t^^; and if the verdict shall pass with the said

• defendant or defendants in any such action, or the plaintiff or plain-, 
tiffs therein become nonsuited, or suffer any discontinuance thereof, 
that in every such case the justice or justices, or such other judge ' 
before whom the said matter shall be tried, shall by force and virtue 
of this act allow unto 'the defendant or defendants his' or their treble 
costs, which he or they shall have sustained by reason of their wrong
ful vexation in defence of the said action or suit, for which the said 
defendant or defendants shall have the like remedy as in other cases 
where the costs by the laws of the realm are given to defendants.

(9) And be it further enacted, that every bill, plaint, 
action, or suit against any person or persons for any 
act, matter, or thing to be acted or d one in pursuance 
of this act, or against any member or minister of a 
court-martial, in respect of any sentence of such court, 
or . of any thing done by virtue or in pursuance of such

• sentence, shall be brought into the Court of Record at the presidency
under which ' such person is serving, or in the . courts of record at 
Westminster, and in no other court whatsoever. ' '

(10) ' Provided always, and be it further enacted, that Limiiation of
no action shall be brought or prosecution carried on by 
virtue of this act, for the penalties aforesaid, unless the .same be com
menced within six months after the offence is committed. '

Art^i^cles War. . . . ,
■ (11) And be it further 'enacted, that it shall and Tlie King to 
may be lawful to a'nd . for his 'Maj.esty, from time to make articles of 

time, to form, make, and establish -articles of war for

f^e^r^sons ma^y 
plead, die gene*, 
ral issue.

Suits against 
such petrous to 
be brought be
fore the courts of 
record at the 
presi^^h^^^r at

the
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4 Geo. 4,,

(13) And be it further enacted, that for bringing 
offenders against such articles of war to justice, it shall 
be lawful for his Majesty to grant his royal commission 
or warrant to the persons and in the manner herein 
mentioned and expressed, for convening and autho
rizing Otiers to convene couets-martial, with power to 
try, hear, and determine any crimes or offences . by

§.15.

the better government of the said United Company’s forces, and the 
same, from time to time, to vary, alter, and ameenl; which articles of 
war shall be judicially taken notice of by all judges, and in all ■ courts 
\Vhati^ocvcr. '

Copy to the . (12) And for the more effectual notification thereof
judges, &c. several judges and persons hereinafter men
tioned, be it- further enacted, that copies of all such articles of war, 
printed ,by the s King’s printer, shall from time to time, as soon as 

■ conveniently may be after the same shall have been made and esta
blished by his Majesty, be transmitted by his Majesty’s secretary at 
war for the time being, signed with his own hand and name, to the 
judges his Majesty’s superior courts at Westminster, Dublin, Edin
burgh, and in India respectively; and also to the governors of his 
Majesty’s colonies, plantations, and territories within the limits ' the 
charter of the said United Company.

Officers autho
rized lo convene 
courts-mar^ial. 
—Nonetobe ad
judged of life or 
limb, but the 
crimes so pu
nishable by tln’s 
act.

such articles of war, and to inflict , penalties by sentence or judgment 
of the same, as well in the possessions or territories which are or may 
be under the government of the Company, as elsewhere where the 
troops of the Company are or may be employed : provirer always, 
that no person shall by such articles of war be subject to any punish
ment extending to life or limb, within the dominions of his Majesty, 
or the possessions or territories which are or may be undee the 
government of the said United Company, for any crime committed 
within one hundred and twenty miles distance from either of the presi
dencies of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, which is not expressed 'to be' 
so punishable by this act.
, Troops in places 
in po'session of 
the (li^nlpanv, or 
occupied by pe^, 
sons snbjlct to 

•the Coci})an^5a 
liable to the ar. 
tides of war.

the said Uompany, or by any forces of the said Company, are, while 
under the command of any officer having a commission immediately 
from the government of any of the peesirencies oi the said Company, 
liable to the rules and articles of war, and the same penalties and 
punishments as the Company’s other forces are subject to; to pi-event 
such misd^ii^ef and remove all doubts, be ' it declared and enacted, that 
all officers and soldiers of any troops being mustered and in pay, 
which have been ■ or are or , shall be raised or serving as aforesaid, shall 

' at

(14) And whereas great mischii;f and inconvenience 
may arise if it shi^uld be doubted whether troops in 
pay raised or serving in any of the possessions or terri
tories which, are or may be under the government 
the said United Company, or places which are or may 
l^<e ..(^cui^fin^d l^y j^isrsc^ns ^ut>j<^ct o he g^oven^mi^^nt <^f

§ 61.
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5 2.

W all . times and ■ in- alli platceis beq liables'to' mattia!- -laW'-ftnil 'diSclpFaiei 
and to the same trials,, penalties;' ■ and '■punishments/ iti 'like ■ tnannerj 4o 
sai intents- and purposes- as the Company’s other for^s.' < -Rirh

I, An^iUehf and Engineer -Olffieeteand oth^s^f ‘
*' * (15) And be it 'further enacted, that aU officer^ arid Officrr,;'r<iJi^ 
persons serving and hired to be employed, or who 'uable
shall serve and be hir^d-to be employed in the artil- to this avc-- '. 
lery, and in the ■ several trains -^If artillery, and in the departinent O 
the engineers, and all officers serving or who shall serve,, in thecoips 
of engineers, and all of^cers and persons serving or who shall' ' serve 
as military surveyors or draftsmen, or in the corps of sappers' and 
miners, or pioneers, and. alb ■ persons who now are or shall be under 
the ordnance, and .all apothecaries, -veterinary Su^eons, ■ medical Stoife- 
keepers, hospital stewards, and .'others '.serving .on' the medii^id esta
blishment ■ of ' the army, licensed suttlers - ' and ■ followers, shall be at all 
times subject .to . all ' the penalties . .and punishments mentioned in- this 
act, and shall in - all respects whatsoever be holden to be within the 
intent and meaning - of every' part of -this ach

, ■ Capital Criwes. . ■ ,
116) And be it further enacted,- that it shall and Persons accused 

may be -lawful for the -general '-or other officer com- cajiHai crime>
.mai^c^ng in. chie^ the forties of or belonging to ■ the 
presidencies of Fort William, Fort. St. George, and ■ can be tred by 
Bombay respectively, for the time being, having autho- court-martial. 
rity to appoint courts-martial, to appoint general courts-martial, 
and to issue his warrant to any general or other officer, having • 
the command of a body of troops of his Majesty or the said Com
pany, empowering them respectively to appoint general courts-martial 
as occasion may require, to be holden within the territories ■ of any 
foreign state, or in any country under the protection of 'his Majesty 
or the said United Company, or at any place other than Prince of 
Wales’ Island, in the territories under the government of the. said 
United Company, and ' situated above' one hundred and twenty miles 
from the said presidencies ■ respectively, for the trial of any person 
under his command accused of having committed wilful murder, theft, 
robbery, rape, or' any ■ other crime which is capital by the laws of Eng
land, or of 'having used' 'violenc^tt- 'or committed any offence aginsf' 'the 
person ■ or property 'of any subject ' of his Majesty, or •' any other' person 
entitled to his Majesty’s protection, or to the protection ' of the-respec- 
tive governments of the tast-I^ndia Company,- or. o^ any state in ' fd* 
liance with the said Company, within 'the-' terntories of any foreign 
state, or in any country under the protection of ■ his- Maj^.sty'or the 
said United Company, or at any place other ' than ■ Prince of Wales’ 
Island, in the territories under the government ' of the said United 
Company, situate ■ above one hundred and twenty miles from' ■ thf^-' said

. presidencies
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pitdfffl^i<ei^< . l^ed^bf^cii^(!bl^ls]and ’the petsong accused, if found guilty, 
shall. $t^ffelr''llbatht or-ber.Uablc^t tb. transportation for life or for a term 
of . years, or td•■.snch oth^ punishments, ’ according, to the nature.and 
degree of their ' respective offences, as by the sentence of any such 
gbnetal court-mart.ial shall be awal^t^(e^: provided always, that any 
pbrs'^n,sd,tried sliall not be liable to be tried for the same df[’el^cb by 
any other .^ourt whatsoever. . .

•(17) And be it further enacted, that if any person 
liable to be tried by a' 'Cdurt-mattial for any such 
offence alleged to have been committed'within the tbrt^- 

hended and deli- ■ootlbs of any foreign state, or in any country under the 
protection of his Majbstv or the said. United Company, 

• . or at any place, other than Prince of Wales’ Island, in

IS.
,4 Geo) 4,

.(j.-ftt,'
S2.

rt ?
j)' 't t. . , 1 . f.

Person liable 
><> be tried by 
court-mat^ial 
'tnay be appre- 
i ...................
vered ove^ to his 
reiim^i^t.

the .territories under ' the gover^mi^i^lt of the said 'United Company 
situate above one hundred and twenty miles from the said presidiencies 
k^ff Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay respectively, and for 
which uo . proceeding shall have been commenced in any ordinary 
■.^nurrci^u.J competent’ civil or criminal jurisdiction, shall be appre
hended by the authority of, or .brought before any magistrate for any 
such offence, it shall and may be lawful for such magistrate, and he is 
hereby required to deliver over such accused person to the command
ing officer of the regiment, corps, or detachment to which such accused 
.person shall belong, or to the commanding officer of the’ nearest 
niilitafy.' station, for . the purpose of his being tried by a court-martial 
for such offence, as hereinbefore is provided in that behalf. •

^^n^nces of 
,such courts not 
lo be Miried into 
'execution" till 
'Dnfr^cd bytlie 
;chief governor, 
and apptoved bv 
go^^^o^ of the 
presidencyt
of the .said United Company, such ’ sentence shall not ’ be . carried . into 
execution until confirmed by the genbtal or other officer commanding 
at the presidency, with the cdncnrrence of the edvernor-genbral in 
council ’ or governor in council of the presidency in the territoribs 
Sl^b(^l^t^^I^{^te to which’ such offenders shall have been tried.
Persons accused. 

of capital crimes, 
‘&c; ’tot be deli
vered t^ tl)e civi^ 
Afbit'mte. — 
After such trial 
persons- c^n . only 
be cashieired by 
a court-martial.

(18) Provided always, and be it enacted, that in 
all and every case wherein a senten.ce of death ' or 
transportation shall be pronounced, for any such capital 
offence, committed at any place situate above one hun
dred ..and twenty ’miles from the presii^i2ncies of .Fort 
William, Fort St. George, and Bombay respectively, 
and being within the territories under the government

(19) And be it ■ further enacted, . that if any o'fficer .Of 
non-cojnmissioned off-cer or soldier shall be accused of 
uny capital crime, or of any violence or offence against 
the person, estate, or property of .any of bis Majesty’s 
subjects, or any other person entitled to his Majesty’s 
protection, o;r to the ’ protection of . the respective 
governments of the East-India Company, or of any

state in with the said .Company, which is punishable by the
known Jaws ■ of the . land, , the commanding officer or officers of every 

, regiment.

§3.

§4.
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regiment, troop, company, or party,,is and are hereby''- retjuired to- 'Use 
his and their utmost, endeavours to deliver over rsuch accuse^l- person 
to - the -civil magistrate, and shall also be aiding and assisting ■tO"-tlj^ 
officers of justice in the seizing and-- apprehending-^^u^i^^ oft'endery-in 
order to bring him to trii^l; and if any such commanding officer -shall 
wilfully neglect or refuse, -upon application made to him for -that pur
pose, to deliver over any such accused person to - the civil magistrate, 
or to be aiding or assisting to the officers of justice in apprehending 
such offender, every such officer so offending, and being the^^o^ con
victed upon any information or indictment in any of his Majesty’s 
Courts of Record in India, shall be deemed and taken to be cashiered, 
and shall be utterly disabled to have or to hold any civil or military 
office or employment in the said United Company’s service ' in ' the 
East-Indies, provided a certificate of the said conviction be transmit
ted to the Judge Advocate General of the army to which such 
offender shall belo^j’: provided always, that nothing herein contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to require the delivery- over 
to the civil magistrate of any such - person accused of any offence, who 
shall have been tried for'such offence by any, court-martial in manner 
hereinbefore provided, in respect of offences committed within the 
territories of any foreign state, or in any country under the protection 
of his Majesty or the said United Company, or at any place in or bat 
of the territories of the said United Company situate above one -hun
dred and twenty miles from the said presidencies of Fort William, - Fort 
St. George, -and Bombay respectively, or against whom any effectual 
proceeding shall have been taken, or ordered to be taken, for- the pur
pose of- bringing such person to - trial by such court-martial as afore
said : provided also, that no person or persons, being acquitted or 
convicted of any capital crime, violence, or offence, by the civilmagis- 
trate, shall be liable to be punished bj' a court-martial - for the same, 
otherwise than by cashiering. ■ ■'

§ 60.
Ciml OJ'.ci^'rs.

(20) And be it declared and enacted, that all officers 
' and persons who are or shall be commissioned or em

ployed in the Commissariat De^partment, or as store
keepers, and all civil ofScers who are or shall be 
employed by or act under the ordnance, and - who are
or shall be placed under -the command of any general or- other ofBcer, 
shall be to all intents - and purposes liable to the provisions of - tliis 
act, - and to the - same rules and articles of war, and the same penalties 
and punishments, as in case of the Company’s other forces. .

P^ei^a^ons and 
civil officers enr- 
ployed in the 
commissariat 
and ordnance' li
able to this aci.

§ 74.
Contmencemein, O' Act. ' ' '

(21) And be lt further -enacted, that this act -shall commence and 
take - effect from and after the first day of February one: thousand 
eight -hundred and twenty-four, except where -ai^^y. other commenced 

‘ ment
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mientis particularly dir^t^t^^t^-; and that from and after- stich'day, all 
powers and provisions contained in the said act of the twenty-seventli 
year of the reign of his Majesty King George the Second shall cease 
and determine, and that' the said' act shall be and is hereby repealed, 
except so far as is hereinbefore provided in that behalf; and the 
whole of the said act of the first year of the reign of. his Majesty 
King George the Third shall be and is hereby repealed. .

'I. AU’S.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, c81, 

§ 74.

' ’ Coutrts-^ar^ial, ’
■ Governor-ge- (22) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may
i'lI^^c-ouncFl^may lawful for the governor-general or governor . in’
suspend proceed- council of any of the said Company’s presii^iencies in 
las’- India, to suspend the proceedings of any court-martial
which may at any time be holden upon any person belonging to such 
presidencies respectively.

.Warrant to (2.3) . And be it further enacted, that his Majesty may
bold' conrts-mi^r. from time to time grant a commission or warrant under 
tiat; none lower ° .. ..
than 'a. field-offi- his royal sij^i^-^manual, unto the Court of Directors oi 
cer can. convene, .the .said United Company, who by - virtue of such 

commission or ' warrant shall have power, - under the 
Mai pf the said United Company, to authorize and empower their 
governor-general in council and governor in council for the time 
being, at the presidencies of Fort ^^^iiliam, Fort St.. George, and 
Bombay respectively, and their governors and council for the time 
being at the said island of St. Helena, from time to time to appoint 
couris-mariial, and to authorize and- empower the general or otlier 
officer commanding any body of the forces employed in the said 
Company’s service to appoint general couris-mariial, as -well as to au
thorize any officer udder their respective commands, not below the de
gree of a field officer, to convene . general courts-martial, as occasion may 
require, for the trial of offences committed by any of the forces 
under their several commands, . whether the same shall have been so 
committed before or after such general officer shall have taken upon 
h^ms^l^ such commai^d; all which courts-martial shall be cohsiliuted 
and shall regulate their proceedings according to the several pro
visions hereinafter specified.
None tried a (24) Provided always, and it is hereby declared and 

SSa^nie <SeenceS enacted, that no offcer or soldier,' being acquitted or 
unless in case of convicted of any offence, shall. be liable to be tried a 
appeal —oi- 
diers liable to or
dinary proceed
ings of a court 
of law, &c.

the . president 
provided always, that nothing in this act contained shall . extend or be 
construed to exempt any offcer or soldier whatsoever from being 

2 H proceeded

(23) . And be it further enacted, that his Majesty may

second time by the -same or any other court-martial for 
the same oifence, unless m the case of an appeal from 
3 regimental to a general court-martii^l; and that no' 
sentence given by any couri-mariial, and signed by 
thereof, shall be liable to be revised more than ont^i^;

$ U.

§ 15.

§ IG.
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proceeded • against by th^ ordinary course of law, unless' sucli. ofEkpr of; 
soldier shall have been .tried .by a coiu-t-rnartial in manner, here.in- - 
before provided .in respect of offences committed within the ' territories , 
of any foreign state, or . in any country under .the protection of liis 
Majesty, or the said United Company, or at any place in the. territories^^ * 
of the said United Company situate above one hundred and twenty 
miles from the said presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and.| 
Bombay ' respectively. ' '

(25) And it is hereby further enacted and declared,

§ 20.

(25) And it is hereby further enacted and declared, Constitution of •' 
that all general courts-martial held under the authority , ■

always, and be it further enacted, 
lawful for any general or other offi-

Constitution Of - 
court-martial 
three oHicers in 
places out of his 
Majesty's domi
nions, or out cf 
the possessions 
of the East-In
dia Company, , 
&e.

of this act shall consist of thirteen or nine corarais- . . ,
sinned olficer.s, as the case may requiire; except the same shall be ' 
liolden upon .any offeer or non-commissioned officer or private soldier 
of the said Company’s forces which shall be serving in an)' place out . 
of his Majesty’s dominions, or of the possessions or territories which, 
are or may be under the government of the said Company, . in which 
cases any general court-martial may consist of any number not less, 
than seven ; and except the same shall be holden at Sumatra, or at, 
Prince of Wales’ Island, or at Singapore, at which places such general 
court-martial may consist of • any number not less than five,' of whom i, 
none shall be under' the degree of a commissioned offet^r; nor shall 
the president of any general court-martial be the officer commanding. . 
in chief or governor of the garrison where the offence shall be tried,-' 
nor under the degree of a field officer, unless where a field officer 
cannot be had, nor in any case whatsoever under the degree of a i 
captain.

(26) Provided 
that it shall be 
cer, commanding any station, or commanding any de
tachment, ' brigade, division, or distinct party belong- 
mg to any army of the said Company, which may at 
any. time be serving . in any place out of his Majesty’s 
dominions, or of the possessions or territories which are 
or may be under the government of ' the said Company, 
or of the territories those states in alliance with the said Company, 
in which the said Company’s forces are perm^ni^ntt-y stationed, upon 
complaint made to him of any crime or crimes, offence or offences,' 
done or comn^.itted against the property or person of any inhabitant 
of . or resident in any such place, by any non-commissioned ofScer.of. 
soldier, or other person serving with or belonging to the Company’.!,, 
army, being under the immediate command of any such general of, , 
other ' offcer, to Summon and cause to assemble general courts-mar-;,, 
tial, which shall consist of not less than three officers, at the . least, foi', 
the purpose of trying any such person or .persons accused or suspected 
of having committed any such crime or crimes, or offence or offence^ 
as aforesaid, notwithstanding such general or other officer shall not i 
have received any W^irr^itt or warrants, empowering such general • or. • ■ 

, other
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other officers to summon or assemble court^-mai^tii^l; ■ and every such 
court-martial ^lall have power to try any such person o’r persons so ■ 
accused or suspected as aforesaid, and to adjudge any ' such person or 
persons to suffer any such punishments as shall be prescribed for any 
crime or crimes, offence or offinces, with which any such person or 
persons shall be charged before such court-marl^i^^l: provided always, 

' that no sentence of any such court-martial shall be executed until the 
general commanding in chi^lf the army in the field of which the divi
sion^ ' brigade, detachment, or parity to 'which any person so tried, con
victed, and adjudged to suffer punishment shall belong, shall have 
approved and confirmed the sai^^: provided also, that every such 
court-martial shall have such and the same powers for summoning 
an'd examining witnesses as any other couri-mal^tial; and that wit
nesses guilty of perjury on examination before them, being persons 
amenable to this 'act, shall be subject and liable to the same penalties 
and punishments as any witnesses examined before any other court- 
martial are or shall be by any law or usage in force in relation to any 
other' court-martial.

General co^rt- 
mjiftialt 'unless 
ouVof the Cora* 
pany’s . posses- 
sioiis, Ac. to con- 
sis|: of thirteen 
members.

laws.'
1823.

4 Geo. 4, 
c. Hl, 
§ 20.

(27) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
no general court-martial for the trial of any officer, 
(except the same shall be holden in any place out of 
his Majesty’s dominions, and out of the possessions of • 
territories which are or may be undef the government 
of the said United Company, or on Sumatra, or at,

Prince of 'Wales’Island, or at Singapore), shall consist o^ less than, 
thirteen members.

No general' 
co^^'t-mar^ial 
under' thirteen 
members to pass 
sentence of 
death, unless 
held' out of tlie 
Company’s pos- 
scssioils,

§ 2k

(28) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
no general ' court-martial, consisting any less number,
than thirteen Commissioned officers, unless holden in 
any place out of his Majesty’s dominions, or out of 
any of the possessions or territories which are or may
be under the government of the said United Compar^^,. 
or on Sumatra, or at Prince of Wales’ Island, or Singa

pore, shall sentence any non-commissioned officer or soldier to loss of 
life or limb, ' or transportation.

Cbrpbral or 
otlie^ punish
ment ' lOr immo- 
ralMes.

§ 2?.

(29) Provided alway^s^ and be it further enacted, that 
_ it shall be lawful for such general courts-mattial, by 

their sentence or judgment, to inflict imprisonment, 
soli'taty ' or otherwise, or corporal' punishments, not extending to life 
orriinb, a's such court shall'think fit, on any non-commissioned offi^^r 
or-koldier, for immoralities, misbehaviour, or neglect ' of dutty; or to 
adjudge ' a ' forfeiture' of all benefit or advantage as to increasie of pa;y, 
m^"‘ak tO'pension, ' which might otherwise have accrued to such . non
commissioned officer or soldier, from the length or nature of ' his. 
seffice. '' ' ' •

liiipriUnincnt' uso) Provided ahvays, and be it further enacted', that
mii’yie in'licied■ shall be lawful for any general’or othcr coutt-martial

‘ 2 H 2, to

I 23.

§24.
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i.i • 1 ■
Wembers of ge-' 

neral- courts- '' 
marUal and 
jo^c^g^<^-ai^dvoeate 
sworn,

f

tQ', - sentence any- .nojil■^t^(^^nn[li^5c^oned'<Jlfi<BrrAn^^f5o1djcB' fto impaisomh^<^^t’ 
iif j^a^^y fortress op gerrii501^^^■ or■■cttler- 'sui.tablC place- ofiisafe custody. ’

■ (31)1 And be ia further -- enaca^e^di- that -l^ll'-.i^ieneri^l-and- ^Oath 
other courts-martial -shall have powers and authcrity, ■
and ar^ hereby - aequiI^(^^l^ao administer an -oath, or in case of- nativie/ 
of Indie, an oath oa.■sclemn declaration, as circumstances may require,’ 
to - every witness, in .cadea to - the examination or trial ' ^^--any of tlie 
offences that shall come before them.

(32) Provided ' always, and be it further enacted, that 
at all general courts-martial to be held by - virtue Of this! 
act, every member, before any proceedings be had 
before such ccuat, shall take the following oaths upon
the Holy -Evangelists, before the Judge Advocate or his deputy, who ' 
are -hereby authorized to administer the same ; that is to say,

“ You shalll well and truly try and determine, according to your, 
“ evidence, in -the matter now before you. So help you God.”

“ I, A. B., do swear, that I will duly administer justice according^- 
to the rules and articles for the better government of the officers, 
and soldiers in the service of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, and according to an Act of 
Parliamel^I; now in force for the punishment of mutiny and deser-: 
tion of officers and soldiers in the service of the said United Comr 
pany, without partiality, favour, or af^^^<^^f^n; and if any doubt, 
shall arise, which is not explained by the said articles or act of- 
Parliament, according to my conscience, the best of my under-, 
standing, and the custom of war in like cases: and I do - ruather, 
swear, that I -will not divulge the sentence of the . court until it 
shall be appacved by the general or comm^I^(^l^l^air^-<^Il^^(^fr or the 
person or persons by whose warrant oi* authoaty the ccurf;-^l^ltta^1, 
is hel^; neither will I, upon any account, at any time whatsoevert, 
disclose or discover the vote or opinion of any paaticuiaa member

«

“ of the court-martial, unless required to give evidence ther^o^ as 
a witness by a court olf justice or a court-martial, in a due course 

So help me God.” ’“ of law.
And as soon as the said oaths shall have been administered to the , 
respective members, the president of the court is hereby authorized, 
and required to administer to the judge advocate, or the person- o/l^-' 
dating as such, an oath in the following words ,

« I----------(^0 wvear, h^iat I will i^ot, lujpon j^r^y arcci^i^nt, itt a^i^y
“ time whatscever, disclose - or discover the vote or opinicn of any, 
“ perticulaa member of this court-martial, unless required to give' 

evidence then^<^^ as a witness by a court of justice or cour(^■^ihaatial, 
“ in due course of law. - - ■ -............
And no sentence of death shall be given egein^t any .’,C£>ncUIrw<:^c in 
cf^ender in such case by any , g^eneral cour-t•■^^lel^l^i^l, ‘
unless nine officers present shall concur therein .(excepf^s nesscsifhrjioh-" 

, ~ ‘ such

particular member of this court-martial, unless required to give

So help me God.'"'
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atiendauceat^ii ( gijch court-martiial'sball 'be holden in any' plade^^
tached., i ..^ut o£ his I Maje'sty'’s' dominions, or ' out of ’ atiy ' of-'the'
possessionsi or territories ' which are or may be under the ■ governm'ent 
of the ' said''United ■ Company, or- ■ be holden on Sumatra, or Prince 'of 

Island, or' Singapore as afori^i^iud; and in all cases '^In^re a 
cqur^m.artial shall - consist of more ' officers than thirteen, and also in 
any place, oat of his- Majesty’s dominions, or out of any ' of the pos
sessions or territories ' which are or . may be - under t^ie government of 
the-said United Company, or on Sumatra, or Prince of Wales’ Island, 
or Singapore, when the same shall consist of a less - number of officers, 
then' such judgment shall pass the concurrence of two-thirds at 
the least of the officers pre^^^i^t; and no proceeding or trial shall be 
had .upon' any offence,' but between the. hours of six in the morning 

■ and four in the afternoon, except in cases which require an immediate 
examj^le: provided always, that all witnesses duly summoned by the 
judge-advocate, or the person officiating as such, shall, during their 
necessary attendance in such courts, and in going to and returning 
from', the ' same, be privileged from arriest, in like manner as witnesses 
attending any of his Majesty’s courts of law are privileged ; and that 
if any such witness shall be unduly arrested, he shall be discharged 
from such arrest by the court out of whiich the writ or process .issued 
by wh^ch such witness was arr^^t^^^; or if the .court out o^ which the 
writ or ' process issued be not sitting, then by any j’udge or any court 
of law, according as t^e case shall require, upon its being made 
app^i^r't'o such court or judge, by afSdavit in a summary way, that 
such witness was arriested in going to or returning from or attending 
dpon' such court-m^itiid; and that all witnesses so duly summoned 
as aforesaid, who shall not attend on such courts, shall be liable to be 
attached in ' the courts law, upon complaint made to such judge, or 
court, in' like manner as if such witness had neglected to attend on a 
trial in any criminal proceeding in that court. .

Oaths to be 
taken by mem
bers of courts- 
martial, not be
ing general 
courts-martial.

I>’AW-S.
1823J 
GtM+>4j- 
c.:81, 
§^^7.'

§28.(33) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
that at ' all courts-martial other than general courts- 
martial, which shall be held by virtue of this act, or of 
any articles of war established by his Majesty in. pur
suance thereof, ever^ member . assisting at such court,

before any proceedings be had before it, shall take the following oaths 
oh the Holy Evangelists (which oaths shall and may be administered 
by the president of the court or to other members thereof, and to the 
president by- any ' member having first taken the said oaths), that is 
to say,

‘f ' Yoq 'shall well and truly, try -and determine, according to your 
“ evidence, in the matter now before you. So help you God.” ■
‘i'“ I A. 'B.'do swear, that I will duly administer justice according 
“ to ' thefri^lljs and articles for the better government of the forces of 
“ the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 

!. - ■ a H ■ 3 « East-
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LAW.S. .“, East-^Jndie^Sj and according to _an , act of ■Parliamenlj.^.Qwin fofce, 
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4 Geo. 4f 
' c. Bl,

§2B.

§29. of 
King's and " ’ 
Company's of^- 
cers on Co^l^. 
martial.

§30.

for tlie punishment of mutiny and desert^i^n', of. officers and soldiers 
in the service of the gaid United Company, without, -partiality, fa
vour, or af^ecti^n; and if any doubt shall arise, which is not ex
plained by - the said articles or act of Parliament, according to niy 
conscience, the best of my understanding, - and the custom of war 
in like cases. So.held me,God.”,

And the president of every such court-martial (not Rank of jinesi- 
being under the rank of a captain) shall be appointed .
by the commanding officer of the regiment, detachment, or brigade, 
or the governor or commander of the garrison, fort, castle, -or barrack, 
directing such court-martial.

(34) And whereas' it may be expedient that officers
of his Majesty’s land forces, when employed in con
junction with ' officers in the service of the United Com
pany, should in certain cases be associated for the 
purpose of holding courts-mai^l^ti^l; be it enacted and declared, that 
when and as often as there may be occasion, it shall and may-be 
lawful for officers of his Majesty’s land forces, and of ' the forcessin • 
the service of the United Company, to sit in conjunction at courts- 
martial, and proceed in the trial of any oiftcer and .soldier, in like 
manner to all intents and purposes as if stich courts-martial were 
composed of off.cers of his Majesty’s land forces, or of officers in the 
service of the said United Company only, with this distinction,', daat 
upon the trial of any officer or soldier of his Majesty’s land forces, 
regard shall be had to the regulations and provisions made in pur
suance of the.act which shall exist at the time for the punishment of 
mutiny and desertion in his Majesty’s fi^^ce^; and the oaths ad
ministered to the several members of the courts-martial shall be'in 
the terms by that act prescribed ; and upon the trial of any officer' or 
soldier in the service of the said United Company, regard' shall be haid 
to the regulations and provisions made by or in pursuance 'of this ' acd; 
and the oaths administered to the several members of the cduft- 
martial shall be in the terms prescribed by this act, notwithstanding 
any officer ' in the ser^^ce of the said United Company may also have 
a commission from his Majesty. • i ' ■

(35) Provided always, and be it enacted, that when Appointmpnt
and so long as any of his Majesty’s forces shall be em- be”in'-h6^offi-
ployed to act within or under the authority of any of cer co,mi^anit)ng 
the said Company’s pnesidencies in the East-Indies, -the
power of appointing courts-martial or authorizing the ‘ '
appointment of courts-martial for the trial of any officer or , soldier, of 
the said Company of or belonging to such presi^iency, shall be in the 
officer for the time being commanding in chi^^ such his Majesty’s
forces as shall be employed within -or under the authority of such 
presidency, ,

' (36) IPnJ’virdc<d
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petsOns tucd (36) P’rovi'ded* cIwcjs, and be it enacted, that the ’E.AWS.imav have copy of . . , , - , ,sentence and pro- .Party l^iTK^a by any g^t^ne^iriil c^t^urt-martial witli’in t^he 
' ce^^lings. ■ presidencies of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, shall be
entitled to a copy* of the sentence and proceedings of such court- 
tnartiaa, upon demand thereof made by himself or by anj^ other person 
or persons on his behal:f (he or they paying reasonably for the same), 
at any time not sooner than six montlis after such senti^ntc^s;; and in 
case-of trial by any general court-martial in the Company’s other 
possessions beyond the seas or in foreign parts, at any time not sooner 
than twelve months after- the sentence ' given by such court-martial, 
"whether any such sentence be approved or not; any thing in th-is act 
to the contrary notwithstanding.
Original of pro

ceedings and 
sentence t) be 
transmitted to the 
judge-advocate- 
general.

]n33.
4 ‘ Geo, 4, 

c. 81,
5 31.

§32.(37) Provided always, and be it ■eencct^d, that every 
judge-advocate, or jrerson officiiiting as such at any 
general court-martial, do and is hereby required to 
transmit, with as much expedition as -the opportunity 
of time and distance of place can admit, the original

proceedings and sentence of such court-martial, to the judge-advocate- 
general of the army in which such court-mcrtial shall be held; and 
the said original proceedings and sentences are to be carefully kept 
and preserved in - his offce, to the end that persons entitled thereto 
may be enabled, upon cpplicction to such offce, to ciitain. copies 
thereof, according to the true' intent and meaning of- this act.

Offenders may (38) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
omee*^t]^cn Weete officer or soldier, or any other person subject to
teeofi'ences have the- provision of this act, at any place out of the pie- 
been committed, . sidencies of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, commit any 

, of the offences for which he may be liable to be tried by a court- 
matticl by virtue of this act, and shall, after the commission of any 
such offence, go or be sent to any part of his Majesty’s dominions, or • 
to any station or part of the possessions or tettitoties under the go
vernment o^ the said Company, or elsewhere, in the course of service 
abroad, or come or be brought within the said presidencies, or either 
of them; before' he be tried by a coutt-matiial for such offence, such 
officer - or - soldier shall be liable to be tried for the same at such other 
station or part of his Majesty’s dominions, or the possessions or ter
ritories which are 'or may be uader the government of the said Com- 
pgny, or elsewhere, in the same manner as if the oflfe’nce had -been 
committed where such -trial shall take place. ‘

Courrs>mcttial 
for the- trial of 
Company -s off5- 
cers and soldiers 
may be wholly 
composed of, 
'I^iiig’s off cers 
when no Com
pany’s officer can 
be had.

§3S

(39) And whereas it may sometimes happen that 
olBcers in the service of the said United Company can
not c^J^-viBi^I^ntly be had to compose the whole or part 
of ’a court-martial for the trial of offenders liable to be 
tried by court-martial by virtue of this act; be it 
further enacted, that in any such case any officer or 
soldier, or person -subject' to the provisions of this act, 
may and shall be tried by a general court-martial 'com.

2 H 4 posed

§ 37.    
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spiFeifFr' '-in his W^i^i^^iait' that ho officer 'iti’ ti^^'-sefVicd of tllie's^i^d-'CoJn»-=P 
pahy Ct^uld conveniently be had. ' • ’ ' ’ ’» ’ -’■ j. , ,'i
"(40)'And in order to prevent all 'doubts that may ' t^FAenccS^'g^iiiAW' 

at^ise in relation to punishing crimes and offences com'- "'lirmet niutiny-’l 
mitted - against the said act, made in the twenty-seventh' ^o&ifc'yi'

year of the 'reign of his late Majesty King George II, ndt ' liablh to(^iig.j 
and against any of the articles of war' made and esta- *’*
blished by vii-tue of the sami^_; ' be it further enactedj years before,'utiS'' 
that all crimes and offences which have been commit- ' the of-ndef i
ted against the said last-mentioned act, or against any •hiraself,'&c. 
of the articles of war made and established by - virtue ' ' - ,!,
of the same, shall and- may be, inquired of, heard, tried, detci^mined,. 
adjudged, and punished, before and by the like - courts, persons, - powers' ' 
authorities, ways, means, and methods, as the like crimes and offences 
committed against this act may be inquired of, heard, tried, 'deter-* 
mined, adjudged, and punisl^i^d; and 'every warrant for holding ' any' 
court-martial, under the said act of the twenty-seventh year of the * 
reign of King George II, shall r^emain in full force, notwithstanding^’ 
the repeal of such act; and proceedings of any court-martial upon ‘ 
any trial began under the authority of such former act, shall not be ‘ 
discontinued - by the repeal of the same; but 'it shall be lawful to pro-' 
ceed to judgment upon any such trial, and to carry such judgmei^^!

-into execution, in like manner as if the proceedings had been ' conn-' 
menced under the authority of this act; provided always; that mo 
person shall be liable to be tried and punished for any offence agaiiisf' 
the said act of the twenty-seventh year the reign of King George 
II, or this act, or the articles of war made or to'be made by virtue of. 
the same acts or either of them, which shall appear to have been conic -■ 
mitted more than three years before the issuing of the commission or-' 
warrant for such trial; unless the person accused, by ’ reason ' of’ his'' 
having absented himself, or of -some other manifest impediment, shtll' 
not have been amenable to - justice within that period, in which ' case* 
such person shall be liable to be t^r^ied under such commission or - war
rant, to be issued at any time not exceeding two years after the -mpe''-' 
diraent shall have ceased ; or unless the conduct of the person -accusedl 
shall have been ' submitted to -the consideration of the Court of^^fei^ri- 
tors, by the governor-general, O" '-governor in council of the " presidenCjC- 
to - which such person shall belong, in which -case -such person shalp 
be liable to be tried under such commission or ' warrant, to- ‘be isSufed’ 
at -any ' time not exceeding five years after his offenee shall ha^Ve beei 
cortmi-tted. ' ' i • , • .

1 ■ I ■ ■, ■ . ' ' '
. . ■ . , .Reqwsth. i t-

- .((41) And - beoit-further -enacted,t -that-^^'all - pl£^resscff?Ohei^ treeps/r 
where the --^inil Company’s -forces? -j^t^vfe are.o^ ;be. 1“ *27

! employed
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cognizable be-

examined on 
oUj.—Powers
Geo. 3, c. 155.
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dtctionnjf^th*^’ body,of his Majesty’s, forCes,
coWtS'o’/ird^”- -)-Wy bfi serving with the fmrc^ia.^^ the said Cotnpany,' 
qu(sts, acfioos of; j^iituate bey^^d the jui^isdiction of the Couirt of Requ^j^tf ,̂ 
-debt exceed- established at the cities of Calcutta, Madras, and, Bom-^,
rupees, shaU be bay , respectively, actions of debt and all personal 
cognizable be- actions , against such officers, non-committionsd offiicers., ,
TOuU•rf ’iOntIS'dng ' ®*’ soldiers, all ,persons licensed to act as sutlers to any^ 
of five .and not co,rps or-detachment, or at any station or cantoi^i^^eit,, 
le« than three ,jj. ohie^r j^er^c^n^s to tie irrt^’ii'^o^i^s Bis i^ct, ’
commissioned ., *■ ;
officers, '^c.- or resident wiithin the limits oi a military cantonment,
Wittpitst to be , shall be c^j^’^'i^able before a Court of Requests com- 
oattlnpd on j posed of military offi;ers, and not elsewl^f^i^e: provided 
of court.—5s h^e v^ah^e m (^i^issto^n ttlall n^ot oour t^l^t^dswl
Geo. 3, c. 155. rupees, and that the defendant was a person of
the above detcripsion when the cause of action aro?^; --^liich courS 
the commanding offi^^r of a^y stasion or canSonmenS is hereby autho
rized and empowered to convene, and the said court shall in all prac
ticable cases consist of five commissioned'o^ficert, and in no insSance 
oft less than three, and the president shereoif -shall not be under the 
rank of a captain; and every member assisting at any such court, 
before any proceedings to be ha^l before it, shall take the following 
oath upon the -Holy Evangelitts ; which oath shall be administered by 
the - pretIdenS of the .court to the other members • shereof, and to the 
president by a^iy member having firsS taken the said oa^^^; (that is, 
to- say,) , ,

<.< I—. ' I I,-s^^iai^r.th^^ I will duly adminii^^er justice, according
‘‘ So, the evidence, in thetmattert that shall be brought . before me

, . “ So help me God.”
And- every witness before -any such court - shall be examined on oath, 
which such courts are hereby aushorized So adminisSer, or if natives 
of she East-Indies, on oath or solemn declaration, as the circumstan^e^s^.- 
of She case may require; and it shall be competent for such courts, 
upon finding any debt or damage due, eisher So award execusion - 
Sliereof. generally, or So -direct that She whole or any pars - thereof 
shall be stopped and paid , over to the creditor’, out of any pay or pub
lic money which may be coming to the debtor in She current or any 
future month ; a^d in case the execution shall be awarded' generally,- 
th^ debt, if not paid forthwith, shall be levied by seisure and public 
salie.i^l^ ^8ut^lt - of the de’btor’s goods as may be , found within She cam{)t 
garrison, or. -cantonment, under a written , order of the commanding 
Ofiier, grounded on the judgment of the court, and the - goods of 
die.d^ebtor, -.ilf found -within the limits of- the Company’s' garrison or 
cantonment to which the debtor shall belong at any subsequent time, 
shall be liable to be seized and sold in satisfaction of any remainder 
of such debtfor dam^^s^; and ' if suff^icient goods shall not be found 
wilthtt the -lim^i^i^'-^f-the camp, garrison, or cantonment, - then any pub
lic'money, or a^y sum- not exceeding , .tlie ' half-j^i^^’accruing to' the 

debtor.

.1823-1
4,p.eo„4^ 

c, W,- 
§ 57 
.n i

    
 



1 'military^'0Rc'r.s*,'‘

'■'it'A'Mi!?. ‘debtor; Shall be stopped in liquidation 'of such oi* lmar^;lge'I'and
----r '‘if such debtor shall 'not receive pay as' ah offi.ccr ot's^oldier,' or from 

•' 4Ge«{.4,
' c.- 81,

•■-'{(557.

§53. -No soldier lia
ble to pi^ocess, 
except for a cri- 
mitia1 matte^ir or 
a real debt 
amu^nting to 
200 sicca rupees.

'public department, • but be a sutler, serVant, or' 'follower, he shall 
be arriested by like order of 'the commanding officer, and -.imprisoned 
in some convenient place within the military boundaries, • for the sjiace 
of two months, unless the debt be sooner paid : provided always,''tliat 
from and after ' the time limited for the commencement o? this'ac<,'so 
much of an act passed in the fifty-third year of the' reign of his' 'l;lte 
Majesty King George IH, intituled “ An Act for continuing in 'ffie 

East-India Company for a ' further Term the Possession of tlie 
British Territories in India, together with certain exclusive Pfiyi- 
leges, for establishing further Regulations for the Government ' 'of 
the said Territories and the better Administration of Justice 'within 
the same, and for regulating the Trade to and from the Places 
within the Limits of the said Company's Charter, as gives to Magis
trates the Cognizances of Debts due from Officers or Soldiers, 
being British Subjects, to the Natives of India ' resident without the 
Jurisdiction of the Courts of Requests therein mentioned, shall- -be 
and the' same is hereby repealed accordingly.” ■ ‘

■ • >
Debts. ,

(42) And to prevent, as far as may be, any unjust 
or' fraudulent arriests that may be made upon -Soldiers, 
whereby the said United Company may be deprived 
c^f tlieu’ it is Ii^i^esb^y ft^i^^ln^r <^^s^ct(^d, tliiit no

whio ss or ^thalli l^e’li^5t(^^, or wh^o ^hiflU lis^t aind 
enter himse^^" in the 'Company’s ' service as ' a soldier, 

shall be liable to be taken out of the Company’s service, by any 
process or execution whatever, other than for some criminal matter, 
unless for a real debt or other just cause of action, and unless before 
the taking out of such process or execution ' (not being for a crimi
nal matter) the plaintifl? or plaintiffs .therein, or some other . person 
or persons on his or their behalf, shall make affidavit before one or 

•more judge or judges of the Court of Record, or other court out of 
which such process or execution shall issue, or before some p.'erson 
authorized to take affidavits in such courts, that to bis or their know
ledge the original sum justly due and owing to the plaintiff, or 
plaintiffs from the defendant or defendan-ts, in the action or cause of 
action on which such process shall • issue, or the original debt 'for 
which such execution shall be sued out, amounts to the value of two 
hundred sicca rupees at the least, over and above all costs of . suit in 
the same action, or in any other action on which the same shall 'be 
granted; a memorandum of which oath shall be marj^ied''.on',i^ 
back' of such process or writ, for which memorandum or'^^t^^r'no 
fee shall he taken; and if any person shall neverr^^'eless ' be 'arrested 
contrary to the' intent of this act, it shall and may be lawful for one 
or more judge or judges of such court, upoU' complaint the.^o^

• made
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i^ade. by (lie. party .hnnseff,,, or. by, any of his superior -bfiie.etixi'i to 
examine into the same by. the oath of the parties or. othenyise^ and

, by warrant under his.or their hand and seal, or. hands and sealsw. to 4,
discharge such soldier so arr(sstsd contrary to the intent of thisatit, ,[*■#*> 
without paying any fee or fees, upon due proo^ made bsfors- him.or '
them that such soldier so - arrested was legally - enlisted as a, soldier,

, in the Company’s service, and arrested contrary to the intent of this 
act, and also to award to the party so comolaining such costs - ,as

I such judge or judges shall think reasonable, for the recovery Wleset^1f 
he shall have the like remedy that the person who takes out the 

■ said execution might have had for- his costs, or the plaintiff - in the 
. like action might have had for the recovery, of his costs, in case 
judgment had been given for him with costs against the 'defendant in 
the said action. . -

Plaintiflf may 
file a common 
appearance.

§ 56.(43) And to the end that honest creditoi^i^,'who aim
only at the recovery of their just debts due to them 
from persons entering into and enlisting in tlie Com

pany’s service, may not be hindered from suing for the same, but on 
the contrary may be assisted and forwai^ded in their suits, and instead 
of an arrest, which may at once hurt the service and occasion, great 
expense and delay to themselves, may be enabled to proceed in a 
more easy and cheap method j -be it further enacted, that ' it may and 
shall be lawful to and for any plaintiff or plaintiffs, upon - notice first 
given in writing of the cause of action -to such- person or persons so 

-entered, or left at 'his or their 'last place of residence, before such 
listing, to file a common appearance in any action to be brought for 

■)r upon account of any debt whatsoever, so as to entitle such plain
tiff to proceed therein to judgment and outlawry, and to have an 
execution thereupon other than against the body or bodies- 'him or 
them so listed as afori^.si^iil; this act, or any thing herein, or any 
former law' or statute to the contrary notwithstanding. '

Deserters.
(44) And it declared and enacted, that no non» 

commissioned officer or soldier who shall -deSert the 
said Company’s service shall be exempt from, the 'pains

Deserters en
listing in other 
co^ps j^i^nish.. ' 
able.
and penalties implied, by this act, for such offence, by again enlisting 
into his Majesty’s or the said Company's se^ii^fj; ' but any such non
commissioned officer or soldier shall, notwithstanding such subsequent 
enlistment, be deemed to have deserted, and shall in like manner 
sufi’er death, or such other punishments as by a court-martial shall be 
awarded.
While in such 

corps, can be pu- 
ifoircrimrs 

committed there
in. _ ___ _ _ _

wards have enlisted, or from , the , said Company’s service, if they
• , shall

§ 5.

§ 6.(45) And whereas doubts have arisen whether sol
diers who of right belong to the corps from which they 
have deserted, may be proceeded against and tri^d for 
deserting any other corps in - which they may after-
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§9.

§ 10.

sJim!}-fi^t’ .after sweh ,sub^!^<^quen^|^<,-,eri'lii^t^iin!gibatfe 'been placed 4n^<e^Ay 
qerps,-! or .for. any^< crime, committed ^^y-ithem. • whilst Serving tliereih ; 
^9 ;it -therefore, .(^i^^^d, -f^t^iat every - sw;h soldier-shall .be.lis^bleito be 
tr^.e^,by .a court-martial, pnd be .puniishabl^ dui;like manner>^siiif -hfs 
had originally enlisted in, and of -right belonged to,. the, regiment, 
corps,, .troop, company, .detachment, -or party inwhich he shaU-b© 
at the time of .any subsequent desertion, or committing- any ofence; 
notwithstanding it .shall have been discovered -or known -that he had 
previously belonged to any- other -regiment, corps, ©;roof,,.!r^(^^pany,( 
detachment, or party, and had not been discharged therefrom:- pro* 
yided always, that if such persons shall be- claimed by such other 
regiment, corps, troop, company, detachment, or party, and pro
ceeded against as a deserter the^refrom, his subsequent desertion frem 
any one or more corps in which he may have unwarrantably - enlisttdlj 
may (unless he shall have been- -already tried -for -the same) be given iii 
evidence as an aggravation of his crime; previous notice being'.alwayis 
given to- such deserter of the fact or facts intended to be produced - a^ 
evidence - upon his trial. . i ><

(46) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law- Deserters majt
fill for any general court-martial to sentence any non- ge„e™i serviTe* 
commissioned officer or soldier, convicted of desertion . i J
by such court, to general service as a soldie^r; and - that the general,, 
or commander- of the forces at the presiidency to which .the said 
offender shall belong, may -thereupon dir^^l^ -that such service sh^^lfl 
be in any regiment or regiments or corps of the said Company, and| 
in any country, or place or places out of the- possessions of the.-torrid 
tories under the government of the said Company, or otherwise, as be' - 
may think fit.

(47) Provided always, and be it further enacted.(47) Provided always, and be it further enacted, If deserterJbiii 
that if any non-commissioned officer, or soldier in any

* x-_ . sentenced to, 'vit
serve for life, , 
&C« ;

regiment or corps of the said Company’s forces, so 
convicted of - desertion, shall appear to have enlisted for 
a limited term of yt^ars, it shall be lawful for such 

<^c^urt to sentence - any such non-commissioned officer- or soldier so , 
enlisted in any regiment or corps of tlie said Company’s forces, ■-to, 
serve for life as a soldier, or for any number of years beyond the^^. 
period for which such non-commissioned officer or soldier . shi^ll, 
have enlisted in the regiment^' in which -he so. enlisted, or generally, 
in any - regiment or corps which the general or commander of the,- 
forces at -the presidency where such offender shall be tried shall;) 

•• please -to dir^^t ’; and -any non-commissioned - officer or soldier may.ifti 
any case, in addition to any service, be further adjudged to forfeit all.., 
benefit or advantage as to increase of pay, or as to pension or -dis!’ 
charge, which might otherwise have accrued to such non-cc^I^^n^iss ■ 
sioned - of^cer or soldier fi'om the length or nature of his service; 
and such forfeiture^' may, ih such cases of desertion, be adjiu^g^e^^u,.! 
addition to any other punis.hment, ,if the court - should think- fit. , <

•u y.i). ' (igj'And
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A mark Jsjdeti | ni(4S) 'Anil b^e it ‘furtHer»toi^'cted, ‘ >t«it It illit^ll be
I " ■ ■ ful :i[’ori anji general conrt^nJiirrti^llbefore!' wKlch'’'tuij^ 

non-commissioned. officer or soldier shall be'tried and' convicted dr 
desertion, . to ' direct, ^^:f it shall ' so think fit, in - addition * to' ■ an3r'*otl^t^ 
pimislhment such court may award for such desertion, that' stfCO
deserter be marked d'n the left side, ' two inches- below the! arfttijit,’ ' 
with the letter (D.), such -letter . not to be less than, hal:f an inch longj 
and to'bem^i^rked upon the skin with ink or gunpowder, or other 
preparation, so as to ' be visible and conspicuous, and not liable to bb' 
obliterated.

• A ' person- ac
knowledging 

to be a 
deserved, to be 
df^^^.ed duly en
listed.

(49) And be it further enacted, that any ■ person 
who shall voluntarily surrender or deliver himst^lf up 
as a deserter from any regiment or corps of the' said 
Company’s • forces, or who upon being apprehended' 
for ■ desertion or any other offence shall, in the pre

sence' of the magistrate or of- the commanding officer' of the place, 
confess himself to be a deserter from any such regiment of' corpse 
shall 'be deemed to have been duly enlisted, and to be a soldier, and 
shall be liable to serve in any such regiment or battalion or corps the 
said .Company’s forces, as the commander of the forces of the said 
Company shall think fit to appoint, whether such person shall -have been 
ever - actually enlisted as a ' soldier or not. ‘

per-
«
deserters, &c. 
r^eceivi^^'g arms, 
grain, forage,

. J

, , (.50) And be it further enacted, that' if any person
sons. concealing shall 'harbour, conceal, or assist an-y deserter from 'the.' 

■ • , Company s' service, knowing him to be such, the person
' ~ SO offending shall forfeit for every ' such offence ' the'

suni of one hundred and sixty ' sicca rupees, and upon ' 
conviction, by the oath one or more credible witness or witnesses, 
before ''any ' of his ' Majesty’s justices of the peace, the 'said' penalty , 
ofione hundred and sixty sicca rupees shall be levied by warrant 
under the hand of ' such justice of the peace, by distress and sale ' 
goods and chattels of ' the offendier; one moiety ' of the said 'penalty' 
to be' paid ' to the '' informer, and the other moiety to be paid to the, 
government Of the presidiency under which such offender is resii^<^in; 
and a report 'of 'the penalty being adjudged shall be made to the 
government by 'the - justice the peace by whom the same shall 
have '• been impo^^t^'; and ■ in case any 'such offender, who ' shall be 
cOnvieted as aforesaid of harbouring, concealing, or assisting any 
slieh deserter, shall hot have sufficmnt goods and chattels whereon ' 
U'sh'tes' '^i^'y be made, to the value of the penalty awarded against 
hTOi'';t hierfo'r such olfence,' or shall not ' pay' such penalty 'within four' 
days-'after such conviction, then and in Sich 'Oase such justice 'of the’, 
peace" 'shhll-'' and may, by 'warrant under his hand and seal, commit 
su'ch-offende'# to -the Common ’ gaol, there 'to remain without bail, or, 
mainjirii^o''for th^^ space ’ ^^ six months: provided also, that if any 
person' shalr'kr<^'wiih'I,y detain, buy,'or'exchange, or otherwise receive 
from any soldier or deserter, or'any ’ other'personj'upon any ac(^i^unt" i.:k -1 - or

S 54.

§ 67.
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LA|Fj;r,f. ,fOr^pR5teh(ae ■ any-a^i^ms, • clothes,' capsv --or other fbniiture-
1823— belonging to the said Company, or furnished -and provided for the use ' 

4 Ge«^;A,i of -apy .troops or forces serving with, the forces of the said Conj^i^i^j^,' 
c.teip,,! vor any neat, . drink, beer, - or . other provision, provided under any 

a* regulati^:^i5-relating thereto, or any such articles - belonging to any
■ soldier .or deserter as are generally deemed regin^i^t^id. necessaries, ‘ 

according to the custom of the arm^, being provided for the soll^ic^e ‘ 
and - paid for by deductions .out of his pay, or cause the colour - of any 
such clothes- to be changed, the person so offending shall - forfeit 
for every - such ' offence the sum of forty sicca rupt^e^;^; and - if any 
person shall buy or receive any grain, hay, straw, or other -forage,' 
provided for the .use of any horse or horses belonging to the ' Com
pany’s service, from any trooper or other soldier, .knowing him to be - 
such, or shall move, procure, counsel, solicit, or entice any trooper 
or other soldier, - knowing him to -be such, to sell -or otherwise dispose 
of any such grain, hay, straw, or other forage as aforesaid, -the 
person so offending shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of -■ 
forty sicca ru^<^<^^; and upon conviction by the oath of one dr- more i- 
credible witness or witnesses, before any of his Majesty’s ..justices of 
the peace, the said respective penalties of forty sicca rupees, and forty “ 
sicca rupees, shall be levied by warrant under the. hand of such- 
justice of the peace, by distress and sale of goods and chattels the 
off^e^ddr;,o^ne moiety of the said f^r^t-mentioned penalty of forty 
sicca - rupees to be paid to the informer, and one moiety of the said ' 
last-mentioned penalty of forty sicca rupees to be paid to the informer, •' 
and the residue of the said respective penalties to be paid to the 
government of the presidency under which such offender shall be 
res;^^i^i^t; and in case any such offender who shall be convicted as 
aforesaid of having knowingly received any arms, clothes, - caps, ' or 
other furniture belonging to the Company, or any such meat, drink, ' 
beer-or other provisions, or any such articles generally deemed 
regimental necessaries, or of having caused the colour of such clothes 
to be changed, or of having bought or received -any - grain, hay, straw, 
or other forage, provided for the use of any horse or hordes belong
ing to the Company’s service, from any trooper or other soldier, 
knowing him to be such, or of having moved, procured, counselled, 
solicited, or enticed any trooper or other soldier, knowing him to be 
such, to sell or otherwise dispose of any such grain, hay, straw, or . 
other forage as- aforesaid, contrary to the intent of this act, shall 
not have sufficient goods and chattels whereon distress may be 
made to the value of the penalties recovered against him or her for 
such offence, or shall not pay such penalties upon such conviction, 
or give suff^ient security for payment' the^^t^if within the space of ' 
four days from such conviction, then and in such case such justice 
of the - peace shall and may, by warrant under his hand and seal, 

, ,, either commit such offender to the common gaol, there to remaiia 
without bail or mainprize for the space of three - months, or cause' 

. such
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such;|Oflffiiner;,So-'b<i.,publicly or 'privs^t^r^l^y"whipped; at the discretion- pf ' '■
such justice..- , , - . .

PcMltyon por-i , (ot) And be it further enacted, that if any person ' 1823;.'- i
to'desari.^”"^'**^"^*^ °r persons shall in any part of the territories which are 4 eoi,4,f'

V" ■ ■OFmay be under the government of the said Company, § 68. ‘
diijectl^y or indi^^ctly -persuade 'or procun’- any soldier or "soldiers in the ' ' 
service - of the said Company to desert or leave such service as afore- ' 
saidv - every--such - person or persons so - offending as aforesaid, and' 
bei^ngithe^i^f^- lawfully convicted, shall for every such offence forfeit 
to "the said Company, or to any other person or persons who shall sue' 
for-tlhj-'same, 1 the sum of eight hundred sicca rujpei^is; and if it shall ' 
happen' that -'aiijr such offender so convicted as aforesaid hath' not any ' 
goods and chattels, land or tenements, - to the value of eight- hundred 
sicea - rupees, to pay and satisfy, or if, from' the circumstances and 
heinousness of the crime, it shall appear to the court before which ' 
the -Said.- . conviction shall be " made as afoi^^e^j^ii^,' that any " such 
forfeiture is. not sufficient punishment for such offence, it shall be 
lawful for - such court to commit any such offender to prison,' there to 
remain for. ' any time not exceeding twelve months, without bail or ■ 
mainprize, • ■

penalties bow' (52) And -be it further 'enacted, that all penalties by § 69.
recoverable. . this act' imposed for persuading or procuring any sol-' '
dier to.- desert, may and shall be sued for and be recoverable in his’ 

' Majesty’s - Court of Record at the presidency under which ' such ■ 
offender shall be resident.

D'scharged Soldiers.
(53) And be it further enacted, that every soldier, 

entitled to his discharge under any orders or any regu
lations made by the said Company, or upon the expi
ration of any period for which he shall have engaged

to serve, shall be sent to Great Britain or -Ireland, free of expense, and 
be entitled on his return to have and receive marching money from 
the place of his being landed to the parish or place in which he shall 
have been originally enlisted, at the rate and reckoning per diem fixed 
for victualling soldiers in his Majesty’s service on the iiiarch.

Such persons 
subject to this 
ac^’’* till their Sr^ 
1 
barkatinn in 
Great 'Bl -itaiii, 
&c. c /-

•s 1 . ■

Soldiers entitled 
to discharge sent 
home' free ex
pense

§ 52.

(54) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
every such soldier entitled to and claiming his dis- 

rivaHn^.and charge, - and to be sent to Great Britain - or Ireland,

§5^3.

shall, until his arrival and debarkation in Great Britain 
or Ireland, be subject to the provision this act, and. 
the articles of war framed or to be framed by his Ma

jesty for the better government the Company’s forces.

*’ ' Embezzlement.
En^^ezzleraent (55) , And.be it further enacted, that every paymaster -

by oJBdisrs, com
missaries, &e. or other commissioned oificer of the Company s forces,

■ or

§^1.
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JLAWiS. oi^any storekeeper, or .con^tiiissary, or deputy or assis- . bep’’!?,
t,afit commissary, or other person employed in , the <■ '
commissariat department, or in any manner .in the care or distribution 
of, .^i^i^iey, provisions, forage, or stores belonging to the .said United 
Company, or for the . said United Company’s forces, or for the us^ of 
his .Majesty’s troops, or other forces serving witli the said United 
Company’s forces in India, or who shall embezzle or fraudulently mis
apply, or cause to be ■ embezzled or fraudu^enti^^y misapplieid, or Shall 
knowingly or wilfully permit or suffer any money, provisions, forage, 
arms, . clothing, ammunition, or other such military stores to be ■ embez
zled or frauduli^ntly misapplied, or to be spoiled or damaged, may be 
tried for the same by and before a general court-martial.; and it . shall 
be lawful for .any court-martial to adjudge ■ any such paymaster or other 
commissioned oificer, storekeeper, or commissary, or deputy or .assis
tant ■ .'commissary, or other person, .to be transported as a felon for .life, 
or for any certain term of years, or . to suffer .such punishment of . fine, 
imprisonment, dismissal from. the Company’s service, and incapacity 
of . serving the Company in any office, . civil or - pnilitary, as any such 
court shall think fit, according to the ' nature and • degree of the offei^i^e; 
and every such officer or person shall, in addition to any other . punish
ments, make good at. his own expense the loss and damage sustained 
which shall have been ' ascertained by such •court-mal^rii^l; and the .loss • 
and damage so ascertained as aforesaid, may be recovered in any of 
his Majesty’s Courts of Record at the presidency where such offender 
shall be resident, or in any other court of law having jurisdiction, 
where any person adjudged by a court-mart.ial to have incurred .any 
such penalties, or .to make good any such losses or damages, shall be 
resident, after the said judgment shall be confirmed and made known; 
and after the said sum shall be recovered and levied, the same .shall 
be applied and disposed of as the government of the presidency shall 
direct and appoint, in case the same shall be recovered within any of 
the said presidencies, and if not, then as the government of .the pre
sidency to which the offender shall have belonged at the time of.his 
offence shall diriECt and appoint. '

(56) And be it further enacted, that every non-com
missioned officer who shall be convicted at a general or Sby 
regimental court-martial of having embezzled or mis
applied any money with which he may have been entrusted for the 
payment to the men under his command, shall be reduced to serve ..in 
the ranks as a private soldier, and be put under stoppages until... the 
money . be made good, and suffer . such corporal punishment .(not 
extending to life or .limb) as the court-martial shall think f^^., .

. Estates sf Offcerst^r^il SoJ.diers. ' ■ '
(57) And be it further enacted, that, all sums of Debts due by 

money due by deceased officers, and sold.iers in. respect 
of..any military clothing, appotntn^enls, and .cquipi^i^nt,, rcg'imsiitai

,. '■ orvG»r ' ■ •

■ 42. E^ioh^c^zzlement 
by noii-commis- 
sioned officers.

§49.
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debts, to iw'pafd ‘br }n''i^i^s'piect of any”quarters/ or of any mess oi* regi- 
<m1 tnental aCcounts, and ali sums money due to 'any

' agen^'ot paymaster, or quartermaster, or any other
'officer upon^ any 'isuch accounts, or on account of any advance made 
'for'a-ny such purpose, shaii be deemed and taken to be regimentai 
"debts, and shaii be paid out of any arrears of pay or aiiowances, 'or 
^out of ■ an)' 'prize or bounty money, -or the equipage, goods, chatteis, 
' and effects of any officer or ' soidier dying whiie in the service of the 

said United Company, in preferience to any other debts, ciaims, or 
Ajemands whatsoever, upon the estate and effects of such officer or 
soidier; and if any doubt shaii arise, as to whether any ciaim or 

' demand made in relation to any officer' or soidier ' is a regimentai debt 
or not, such question shaii be decided and conciuded by the order or 
certificate of the military secretary to the government of the presi
dency to which such ofSicer or soidier shaii have beloiii^i^d; .and aii 
such payments shaii be good and vaiid in ia^; and every person who 
shaii make any such payment out of any such arrears '^^ pay, effects,' 
or proceeds as aforesaid, under the provisions of this act, or in pursu
ance of any such • order or cert]ficaSe of such miiitary secretary, or 
into' 'whose hands any such mon^y shaii come, shaii be and are hereby 

- indemnified for ' and in respect of such payments, and aii other acts, 
matters, and things done in pursui^i^^e of the provisions 'of this act, 
or of the order or certifica te the' said miiitary secretary, in reiation
to the distribution of such assets; any thing in 'any act or acts of 
parliament, or iaw or iaws, to the contrary notwithstanding.

'• Surplus to bo 
. paid to person 

, entitled.

1823.
'4 G«>. 4, 

c;8i,
49.

(58) And be it further enacted, that it shaii be iaw- i So. 
fui.for such miiitary secretary to. cause aii surpius which 
may remain, after satisfying' such regimentai debts as 

aforesaid, to be paid to the person or persons ' entitied thereto.
Regimental (59> And be it further enacted, that alt such regi- § 51. 

waurotpp^bMe^ mentai debts shaii and .may ' be paid without any ' pro
of will, &c. be- bate any wiii being obtained, or any ietters admi ■

• ing obtained. nistration, or any confirmasion of SestamenS, or ietters 
SestamenSary or . dative, being taken out by '. any person, and the sur
pius only of such arrears of pay or allowan'ces, prize or bou'nty money, 
equipage, goods, and 'chastels, or the proceeds shereof) shaii be deemed 
the personai estate of the deceased, for the payment of any duty in 
respect of any probate, or of any ietters of administration, or confir
mation of testament, or ietters ' testamentary or dative, or 'for the pur
pose 'of distribution as personai est^ti^; and 'it shaii 'be iawfui for the 
said miiitary secretary to order and diriect ' the payment or distribution 
of any such surpius, in any case in' which' the ' same shaii not exceed 
two ' hundred sicca rupees, w]shous any probate, or ietters of adminis
tration, or confirmation of SesStmenS, or ietters Sesttmentary or dative, ' 
or, payment of any duty of stamps, or ' upon iegacies or otherwise ; 
and it 'shaii also be iawfui for any paymaster or other person to issue 
any sum hot exceeding the vaiue ' of two hundred sicca rupees, which 
*■' ' 2 I may

    
 



MILITARY FORCES,

law4, may be due to any officer or to tbe. fridow or relative of any-
ft-L-iL-i y-fflicel’ deceased, '< ’

1823.
4 Goo. 4 ,
t’’ f?^. 81,*

§ 13.

I 38.

OfFiiidees,' S 
where sentence 
is conditionally * 
reniited, subject 
w - the lawtoudi^^a 
ing escape of fe-

or Jo the representative' cit representatives of sny" 
such Offiicer’s widow or relative, ' in like' ' mann^^r/'^'ith’buy ' any 'pfoha^i^* * 

‘‘or l^^t^^i^s of admini^l^ratic^n, or {^Confirmation -of tj^^t^m^nt;', ^^^r lete^ss^ 
testamentary or dative, of paynnent of any duty of stamps, or ' 

; legacies or otherwise, the same to be paitf to ' the person who shall,he 
notified by the said military secretary as aforesaid as ' being entitled"' 
ther^^o; and all such payments respectively shall be as 'valid ' 'and 
eflfectual, to all 'intents and purpo^s, as if the same had bben 'made 
by or to, any executor or administrator, or under the , authority ' of aniy 
probate, or let^jjr-s of administration, or confirmation of testame^r^tt • ‘ 
letters testamentary or da^i^^; any thing in any act or acts-of.'par’* 
liament, or law or laws, to the contrary notwithstanding.

Felons.
(60) And be 'it further enacted, that if any offender 

under sentence of ' death by a court-martial as 'afore
said, shall obtain any such conditional remission of such 
sentence as ^fores^id, all and every the laws - now in

force taucliing the escape -of felons under sentence of Jons, '
death shall apply to such offender, and to all persons •'
aiding, abetting, or assisting in any escape, or intended escape bf any! 
such offender, or contriving any such escape, from - the - tinae''wheif' 
such order shall be made by such judge as aforesaid, and during- ail ' 
the several proceedings 'which shall be had for the purposes aforesaid;

Musters. "
(61) And for preventing of fraud and deceit in the Penalty on

mustering of soldiers, be it further enacted) that if f-fi'^atCstKo'siCCa 
any person do make or give, or procure to be made or rupees. '■'
given, any false or untrue certificate; whereby to excuse any ' soldie-* 
for his absence from any muster, or any other service which he ough^! 
to attend or perform, upon pretence of such soldier being employed' 
on some other duty of the regiment, or being sick, in prison, or on " 
furlough, then every such person so making, giving, or ■peocueing' 
such certificate,' shall for every ' such ofifence forfeit' the sum of four, 
hundred sicca rupees, and shall be forthwith cashiered and displaced 
from his office, and shall be thereby utterly 'disabled 'to have or hold-’ 
any military ofSce 'or employment in the service of the Company ' it^'- 
the East-Ini^i^^; and no certificate shall excuse ' the absence of any- 
soldier but for the reasons above-mentioned, or one of them. ' *

(62) And be it further enacted, that every officer False musters.'
that shall make any false or untrue muster of man 'or ' ,, ■*.
horse, or wittingly or willingly allow or sign the muster roll ' wherein' ' 
such false muster is contained, or any duplicate thereof, and also ' 
every officer who shall directly or indirectly take 'or cause tO beS' 
taken any sum or sums of money, or any other gratuity, ' on o^r for 
the musteri^jg any regiment; troopr- or company, or on or for thef 
signing of any muster rolls, -or any duplicate thereof, upon proof

— . — . - ■ thereolT
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ther^i^f upon oath, made by two witnesses before a general LAWS!,
martial, to be thereupon called (which is hereby authorized and re
quired to administer such path), shall for such offence be forthwith 
cashiered, and shall be thereby utterly disabled to have or hold any 
civil or military offce or employment in the said Company’s service in 
the East-Indies.

Mustering by (63) And be it further enacted, that if any' offcer 
wrong names- shall knowingly muster any person by a wrong name, 
upon conviction ther^i^f before a general court-martial, the said offcer 
shall be subject to such penalties as are directed and inflicted by this 
act upon those who shall make false musters.

lK231 
4 Geo. 4,

c. ai, 
§3!).

§ 40.

Mutiny.
Punishment for (64) That if any person who is or shall be commis- 

mut|ny, desertion, gjpjjgJ g,. jj, pay gg gj, officer, or wlio is or shal1 be 
♦ enlisted or in pay as a non-commissioned offcer or

soldier in the service of the said Company, at any time during the 
continuance of this act, shall begin, excite, cause, or join in any 
mutiny or sedition^ in the land or marine forces of his Majesty, or of 
the said Company, or shall not use his utmost endeavours to suppress 
the same, or coming to the knowledge of any mutiny or intended 
mutiny, shall not without delay give information ther^o^ to his com
manding offii^ier; or shall misbehave himself before the enemy; or 
shall shameful^ abandon or deliver up any garrison, fortress, post, 
or guard committed to his charjge, or which he shall be commanded 
to defend, or shall compel the governor or commanding offcer of any 
garrison, fortriess, or post to deliver up to the enemy or to abandon 
the same; or shall speak words or use any other means to induce 
such governor or commanding officer or others to misbehave before 
the enemy, or shamefully to abandon or deliver up any garrison, 
fortress, post, or guard committed to their respective charge, and 
which he or they shall be commanded to defend; or shall leave his 
post before reliev^id; or shall be found sleeping on his po^t; or shall 
hold, con^i^i^j^i^i^idence with or give advice or intelligence to any rebel 
or enemy of his Majesty or the said Company, either by letters, 
messages, signs, or tokens, in any manner or way whatsoever; or 
shall treat or enter upon any terms with such rebel or enemy, with
out the license of the said United Company, or of the said United 
Company’s governor-general in council, or governor in council at any 
of their presidencies, or without the license of the general or chief 
commandeer; or shall strike or use any violence against his superior 
officer, being in the execution of his offSi^t^; or shall disobey any 
lawful command of his .superior official"; or shall desert the said 
Company’s ser^it^e; all and every person and persons so offending in 
any of the matters before-mentioned, whether such offence shall be 
committed within the domiriions of his Majesty, or the possessions or 
territories which are or may be under the government of the said 

2 I 2 Company,

§ 1-
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§97.

1823.
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c. 81, 
§62.

§ 63.

484Laws. ^Company, or in foreign parts, upon land Or uptfn the ' Sea, ’'within or with
out the limits of the charter ’ of the said United Company, shall sufler 
death, or such other punishments as by a Court-^maattiil shall be ’ awarded.

■^ati'ce and Soldiers.
(65) The governments in India empowered to make laws, . regulations, 

and articles of war for the native troops, and to hold courts-martial.
(66) Former laws, articles of war, and established usages respecting 

native troops, confitm^d.
(65*) Provided always, and be it further enacted, Tliis act not to af- 

that nothing in this act contained shall in any m^^nnet 155 ^,5 toeainS’re' 
impeach or affect any matters enacted or declared guiation respecting 
respecting ofSicers or soldiers being natives of the East- th® native troops. 
Indies, or other . places within the limits of the said Company's chattet, 
contained in the said act passed in the f^ffty-third year of his late Ma
jesty, but that all such matters shall be of the same force, in • respect of 
such native off cers and soldiers, as if this act had not been made.

(66*) And be it further enacted, that whenever any Native troops to 
portion of such native troops shall be serving in any artfflisOof^”0ar0of 
country or place out of the possessions or territories presideucy to which 
which are or may be under tlie government of the said belong.
United Company, whether such be the dominions of his Majesty or else
where, on the trial of all offences committed by any native officer, or 
soldier, or follower, reference shall be had to the articles of war framed 
by the government o^ the presidency to which such native officer, soldier, 
or follower, shall belong, and to the established usages mentioned and 
confirmed in the said last-recited act.

Pay and Allowances.
(67) And be it further enacted, that no officer, non

commissioned ofEicer, or soldier, who shall be ar^^sted 
and committed to prison upon a charge of any criminal 
offence, shall be entitled to receive any part of his pay, 
from the day of such commitment till the day of return 
to the regiment, troop, company, or detachment to 
belong, or which he shall be ordered to join; provided that if he shall 
be acquitted of the offence for which he was commiti^e^c^o he shall upon 
his return to his corps be entitled to receive all arrears of pay which 
were growing due during the time of his conf^^^em^e^t; but if he shall 
be convicted, he shall forfeit all right to any pay from the day Of his 
commitment during the time of’ his confinement, as well under the 
original commitment as under any commitment consequent ’ upon such ' 
conviction, and until the day of his return to the regiment, troop, 
company, or detachment to which he shall belong, or which he shall be 
ordered to join. -

(68) And be it further enacted, that every non
commissioned offcer or soldier sentenced to impri
sonment by any general court-martial, shall forfeit all

§ 18. Officers, &c. im
prisoned to receive 
no pay, but if ac
quitted ■ ■ '■
receive 
pay.

which

they shall 
arrears of

he shall

Such otff^r^ders 
to forfeit their 
pay.

§ 23.

right
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right to any pa^^'or '^aUoo^s^nces from the day of his commitment, ’’LAWS. 
during the time of such imprisonment. ' ■ - —'
I’aymasters not 

to make deduc- 
tiu^s, &c.

(69) And be it further enacted, that co paymaster 
or other person shall receive any fees, or make any 
deductions whatsoever, out of the pay or allowances

* which shall be due to any officer or soldier ic the Company’s army ,
(without ■ his consent be obtained thereto), other than the usual' 
deductiocs, as shall be from time to- time requii’ed to be made 
according to the regulations of the service. *

* Penalty on such (^^0) Atnd l^e it ft^iTtl^t^r t^nt^cti^d, tl^at if at^y ofiicr^r
mnWC; ^payf a'nd paymaster shall unlawfully detain or withhold for
allowances 800 the space of one month the pay and allowances of any 
sicca rupees. officer or officers (clothes and all other just allowances
being deducted) after such pay and allowances shall be by him or 
them received ; or if any officer, having received the soldier’s pay and 
allowanceSl shall refuse to pay each coc-commissioned offcer and 
soldier his or their respective pay and allowacceSl when they shall 
become due and payable, according to the several rates established

, , by the regulations of the service, then- upon prt^t^if thereof’ before a 
court-martial as aforesaid! to be for that purpose duly held and 
summocedl every such paymaster or officer so offending shall be 
discharged from his employment, and shall , forfeit to the informer, 

' upon conviction before the said court, eight hundred sicca rupeies, 
and be liable to such further punishment as shall by the court-martial 
ibe awa^^^^<^tl: provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for the 

■^governor-general in council, or the governor ic council at the said 
presidencies respectively, to give orders for withholding the pay of 
any officer, non-commissioned officer or soldier, for any period during 
which such offcer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier shall be absiect 
.without leave.

Soldiers c^n- 
fined for debt 
not to receive 
pay. *

. shall be entitled to any part of his pay or allowances, from the day 
of such arriest or confinement until the day of his return to the 
regiment, 'troop, company, or detachment to which he shall belong, 
or shall be ordered to join.

&^Idi^r^ taken 
' ■ prisoners forfeit 
" pay.—Soldiers, 
■jn proving that 
[they were un
avoidably taken 
'prr^t^l^<;r5, may 
recover arrears of 
pay.

the conduct of such soldier in relation to his bei^ made prisonerl 
and during the , period of his so remaining a prisoner, and before 

2 I 3 return-

(71) And be it further enacted, ■ that from the com
mencement o^ this act, co soldier being arrested or 
confined for debt in any prison, gaol, or other place,

(72) And be it further enacted, that every soldier 
who shall be taken prisoner by the enemy shall forfeit 
all right or claim to pay and allowance during the 
period of his remaining a prisoner, and until he shall 
again return to the Company’s se^^ice: provided al
ways, that upon the return of every soldier to tlie 
Company’s service, due inquiry shall be made as to

W23'.
4 Geo. 4, 

c81, 
§43.

§ 44,

§ 58.

§ 59.
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J ..re^t^uri to service, by some general or regiiieital or garrison or other 
J cpurt-mcrtial, which shell be constituted under ciy article of war 
made by his Majesty, for the purj^i^i^e, of iivestigatiig such ces^^; 
apd every soldier who shell prove to the satisfaction of the court, .by 
oath of himself or others, or in such maiier as such court shall 
require (and which oatli every such court is hereby authorized to 
administer), that he was. fairly and unavoidably taken prisoner in the 
course of service, without any wilful neglect of duty oi his part, 
and that he hath lot served with or under or ii any manier aided or 
assisted the enemy, aid that he hath returned as soon as possible to 
the Compaiy’s service, shall be thereupon entitled to receive either 
the whole of any such artears of pay or allowaices, . or a proportioi 
thereof, as shall be adjudged by any such court.

§ 73.

Postage.
(73) And whereas by a certain act passed in the 

fortieth year of the reign of his late Majesty, King 
George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to amend Three 
“ Acts, made in the Thirty-first, Forty-first, and 
“ Forty-second Years of ' His present Majesty, relating 
“ to the Conveyance of Letters and Packets by the 
“ Postseamen employed in his Majesty’s navy, and 
non-commissioned officers in the army, within any part 
of his Majesty’s dominions, whilst actually employed 
in his Majesty’s service, were authorized to send and 
receive by the post, on ' their private concerns only, 
single letters, upon payment of one penny for each 
letter, . under the several restrictions in the said act 
conta^i^i^d: and whereas it is expedient to extend the 
provisions of the said act to seamen in the navy, and 
to non-commissioned officers and soldiers whilst ac
tually employed in his Majesty’s service in the East
Indies, and at the island of St. Helena, and also to the 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers actually em
ployed in the service of the East-India Company,
subject to such modifications as are hereinafter contaii^e^tl; be 
it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of this act, 
it shall and maj^ be lawful to and for ■ every seaman employed 
in his Majesty’s navy, within any 'jatart of the East-Indies, or at 
the island of St. Helena, and to and for every seijeant, corporjjl, 
drummer, trumpeter, lifer, and private soldier in his Majesty’s regu
lar forces, militia, fencible regiments, artillery, or royal marines, 
whilst actually employed in his Majesty’s service in the Eaitt-In^ 
dies, or at the island of St. Helena; and also to and for every 
seijeant, corporal, drummer, trumpeter, lifer, and private soldier in 
the service of the said Company, whilst actually employed in the 
service of the said ■Company, and rn^t. otherwise, to receive .single

. letters

Seamen em
ployed in the 
navy in the East
Indies or St. He
lena, and non
commissioned 
officers and prir 
vates serving 
there, either in 
his Majesty’s 
forces or in East- 
In^^^C^^mpany’s 
service, may re- 
ceiee ni^Ie let
ters free from 
postage, except ' 
the payment of 
1^- ^02^ letter
on putting it into 
the post-office J hk1 may ^end 
letters, the party 
ncceiving dnom 
paying 2c?. for 
s^a-^oM^^^e and 
Id. for inland
postage. i
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letters by the post, oii his 'own private concerns only, free 'from all 
postage, except the sum of one penny for each single letter, to' be 
paid upon putting- the same into any post-office in Great-Britaih -dr 
Ireland; .provided that the several regulations and restrictions con
tained in the hereinbefore recited act shall have been complied Wi^li; 
and likewise to send by the post, on his own private concerns alone*, 
single letters, upon payment, by the party receiving the same, of the 
sum of twopence for the sea postage of each such letter, and of the 
aforesaid further' sum one penny for the inland postage of each 
such letter, making in the whole the ' sum of threepence for each 
such letter; provided that if any such letter shall be delivered into 
one his Majesty’s post-offices in Great-Britain or Ireland free of all 
expense to his Majesty or the revenue of the post-office, such letter 
shall be chargeable with the inland postage of one penny as afore
said, and to no other chai^j^^; provided also, that the several regu
lations and restrictions contained in the said hereinbefore recited act 
shall have been complied with. ■

Perjury. ,
Punishment for (74) And be it further enacted, that any person 

falsis-sw^unng. wilfully -and knowingly giving false testimony, on oath 
or solemn declaration, in any case wherein an oath or solemn decla- 
rati.on is required to be made by this act, shall be deemed guilty 
of wilful and corrupt perjury, and being the^^of duly- convicted shall 
be bable to such pains and penalties as by any laws now in force any 
persons convicted of wilful and corrujpt perjury are subject and 
liable to; and every commissioned officer convicted before a general 
court-martial 6f perjury shall be cashiei^i^d; and every non-commis
sioned officer or soldier, or other person amenable to the provisions of 
this act, found guilty thereof, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
general or regimental court-martial.

1823.,
4 Ceh'.' 

c;®!;
§73i

§ 64.

'^Recir^its.
Recruits cMn. (75) Ajid be it further enacted, that any-person who 

tSespunisiMb"'. enlist into the Company’s forces, and who shall
be discovered to be incapable of active service, by 

reason of -^y infiri^ity which shall have been concealed by such 
person, or not declared before the justice of the peace at the time’ 

. his attestation, and mentioned at the foot thereof, may be trans
ferred into any garrison, or veteran or invalid battalion, or into his 
Majesty’s or Company’s n^iai^ine forces, .notwithstanding he shall have 
been enlisted for any particular regiment, and shall be entiitle to 
receive such portion or residue of bounty only as shall be allowed by 
the said Company, by any regulation made in ' that behalf, in lieu and 
instead of the bounty upon which such man shall have been enli^s^i^d; 
any thing -in any ■ act or acts of .parliament, or any rules or regulations 
reiati^jg to soldiers, to the contr^i^y -notwith^tandii^j^."

2 I 4

§46.

(76) And

    
 



L'AiVJS^r , jH7S). Antl;b.e itfurtber eaaotTe^j,fthat'all and ’''Afterembaifon
soldiers' who. shall be- enlisted' in or 'transfern^id’'to the ■ ■'Si^i'iieer^UibjeTr' '

4 .Genvi,
C81,
4,47.

§ 48.

§ "72.

§7.

soldiers' who. shall' be- enlisted'in or'transferr^id’to the->s^|'“:e®U'j’jr‘";, : 
serviice of the -United■ Company, and ■ all offiioiers-in the to Mutiny .Ac^'*' 
said Company’s service who may- proceed in cha^^e of -or 'be appointed ■ 
to do duty with such enlisted or transferred . officers ' and soldiers,! 
shall, from and after their embarkation to go abroad to such plaCe' 
whereto they shall be sent in the service of the said Company,- be 
and hereby are adjudged to be, during their passage, subject to all 
the provisions and regulations of this act, and to all such provisions 
and ■ regulations as officers and soldiers in the pay ■ of the said United 
Company shall from time to time be subject to at the garrrison or 
place to which such officers and soldiers shall be sent.

(77) And forasmuch as it may happen that offences
may be committed by the said officers and men after 
tlieir embarkation, and before their -arrival at their 
place of destination abroad, which nevertheless can
not be tried and punished during their passage in 
such manner as such offences ought to be tried and punish
ed ; be it therefore enacted, that in every such case every - such 
officer or soldier shall and may, after his arrival ■ at his place of 
destination abroad, be tried -and punished for every offence com
mitted after his embarkation and before ' bis - arrival, in the same 
manner as he would have been liable to be tried and punished if - such- 
offence had been committed in - any place where the offender could 
have been tried by - any court-martial held under the authority of -this 
act. . , , ■ ■

Regulations. ,
(78) And be it further -enacted and declared, that Regulaiious .

all regulations and - orders made ^^specting the - admi
nistration of justice by courts-martial, or in any man
ner respecting the government, economy, or discipline 
of off^^ers or soldiers and followers of the army of the act be published, 
said United Company, although not expressly pro- 27 Geo. 2, c. 9. 
vided for in the said act passed - in the t^^tj--i^<^\^c^nth year of his. 
Majesty King George II, intituled, - “ An Act for punishing Mutiny 
“ and Desertion of Officers and Soldiers in the Service the United
“ Company of Merchants of England. - trading to the East-Indies, 
“ and for the Punishment of OflRences committed in the East-^^ndi<ss:' 
“ or at the Island of St. Helena,” and acted upon -by the goverpn 
ments or military authorities at the several presidencies --of^.JFr-l; 
William, Fort - St, George, and Bombay, are and shall be to aU ..intents 
qr purposies valid, and shall continue valid until this - act shall ..be 
published and in for^^ie; and all acts or proceedings done - or had undep 
such orders or - regulations are hereby ratified -and - cquAirmed., . , ■,

. , Transportation. : . «
(79) And be it further- enacted and declared, that Transportaiiov-

in-- case .-of any "ti^j^--^ommi^,sioned-officer - or soldier - - J
, tried

OlTcnces hy 
such, previous 
arrival at desti
nation, cogniza- 
We after their, ar*- 
rival. . .

aud orders, 
’■ d'ough not pro-' 
• vided for by foi^-i 
, mer acts, to be 

in force till this
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tried an'd ■ convicted of • de^c^rtion, wheresoever the court-martial which 
shall pass, sentence upon such trial shall not think • the • oHfei^icie dessevre^ 
ing of capital ' punishment, such • court-martial may, instead of awarcl*' ' 
ing a corporal punishment, adjudige the offender, 'according' to ‘thf- 
nature of his offence, if they shall think fit, to be transported as aS' 
felon for life, or for a certain term of years; and if such non-coij^i 

‘missioned officer or soldier, having been adj'udged to be transported 
as a felon, shall afterwards, without leave from the governor or 
commanding officer of the place to which he shall have been trans-' 
ported, return into or be found at large without leave as • aforesaid; 
or other lawful cause, within any part of his Majesty’s dominions, or ‘ 
any of the possessions or territories whiidi are or may • be under the 
government: of the said United Company, other than the place to 
which he shall have been transported befoi’e the expiration of the 
term limited by such sentence, and shall be convicted • ther^i^lf in the ' 
ordinary course of law, every such persson shall be deemed and ad
judged guilty of felony, and shall ' suffer death as a felon, without the 
benefit of clergy. ; . -

Power of com
muting death to 
transpoit^t^^n.

EAW&.

I823ii

(80) Provided also, and be it enacted, that in all 
cases wherein a capital punishment shall have been 
awarded by a court-martial, it shall be lawful for 'the 

offiicer commanding in chi^lf the forces at the presidency to which the ' 
offender shall belong, and having power to appoint or authorize the 
appointment of such court-martial, instead of causing such' sentence 
to be carried into execution, to order • the offender • to ' be ' transported 
as a felon for life, or for a certain term of years, as to the said officer 
commanding in chi^lf may seem and if the person so transported 
in pursuance of such order shall Ifterwairds, without leave from the 
governor or commanding officer of the place to which he sha^l have- 
been transported, return into or be found at lar^e without' leave as 
aforesaid, or other lawful cause, within any part of his Majesty’s., 
dominions, or any of the possessions or territories which are or may 
be under the government of the said Company, other ' than the place 
to 'which he shall have been transported, before the expiration of the 
term limited by such order, a^d shall be duly convicted thereof, he" 
shall suffer death. ■ ■
Notice to a ■ (81) Provided always, and be it further enacted,

aOw^d’ &' “o^ any sentence of transportation passed
transportation, by a^y court-martial in the East-Indies, or in the other 
possessions or territories which are or may be under the government ' 
of the 'said Company- beyond the 'seas or in foreign ' parts, is to be car
ried into execution, or mercy shall be extended to any offender .liable 
to '-the punishi^^nt of death by the sentence of any court-martial upon 
condition of transportation, the same shall be notified in writing by , 
the officer commanding in chief, or in ' the absence of the officer 
commanding in chief, 'then by the adjutant-general for the time being, 
to some judge of, the Supreme 'Court of-Jue^it^ture of’ the president^je 

' . under

§8.

§ 12.
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LAWS' under which such cifender shall ser^^; and thereupon such judge'' 

182,3.
4 Geo. 4,

c 81,
§ 12.

shall make an order for the transportation of .such offender, upon. 'thS' 
terms and for the .time which shall be specified in such notification, 
and shall also make such other order or orders,, and do all such other , 
acts consequent upon the same, as an;^’ such judge is authorized to 
make or do with respect to offenders ordered to be transported by 
sentence of the criminal courts of Ind^ia; and the governor in council 
of such presidency, or governors of such settlement,, island, territory, 
or country respectively, shall and they are hereby required to take 
order for-the transportation of all such offenders accorfhi^j^liy; and all 
such orders and acts shall be obeyed and done in respect to such 
offenders, and shall have the like consequence, as in cases persons' 
convicted of crime and sentenced to be transported, or receiving 
pardon on condition of transpoi^tt^t^ii^n; and every person . so ordered 
to be' transported shall be subject respectively to all and every the 
provision and provisions made by law and now in force concerning . 
persons convicted of any crime and sentenced to be transported, or 
receiving pardon on condition of transportiation. .

RECRUITS FOR THE COMPANY'S EUROPEAN 
FORCES.The mode of raising recruits for the Company's European 

force in India, formed one of the earliest subjects of discussion 
between the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India • 
and the Court of ■ E^.^i^ec^(^ors, rfter the establishment of the 
former authority in 1784. ■

The Company at t^hat period recruited under the proviisorrtS 
of the 32d section of the act of the 21st Geo. Ill, cap. ' 65, 
the King's warrant being issued from time to time on appli
cation from the Court of D^irect^ors, who entered into contracts 
with parties to raise recruits on certain stated terms.. The 
recruits so raised were ' first approved by the Company's 
inspecting offcer and surgeon, and afterwards by his Majesty's 
inspecting offcer. Notwithstanding these precautions, repre
sentations were received from India pointing out the ineffi
ciency of many of the parties sent out. In the arraj^jgements 
of 1796, by which the whole of the Company's military 
establishments were revised, the Court declared their intention. 
to recruit their European corps in the mariner pursued in 
his Majesty's ser^ii^is; it was accordingly resolved to apply to 
Parliament for the sanction 'of the-Legislature to the adoption 

of
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of such a measure, and likewise for establishing a . depotj 
under proper regulations, where the recruits should be received 
when enlisted,' for the purpose of being trained and discipline^tl^ 
and thereby acquire habits of subordination, regularity, and 
cleanliness, previously to.their embarking, and also be fitted 
to join tlieir corps in a much shorter period after reaching 
India than heretofore.

Colonel Sir Henry Montague Cosby, who had been absent 
from India beyond the term of five years, and consequently 
out of the Company’s service, under the 33d section of the 
act of 1793, was restored to his rank, for the express purpose 
of superintending and commanding the depot—the Board ,o^ 
Commissioners concurring therein.

Circumstances subsequently occurred which led to the 
postponement of the measure of forming a depot, The 
delay occuisioned a communication from Mr. Dundas, pointing 
out the necessity of immediately adopting some plan for effec
tually curing the defects of the existing recruiting sys^^i^i: 
his Majesty’s warrant, which had been transmitted to the India- 
House by mistake, was recalled. ,

Considerable difference of opinion existed as to the most 
eligible course to be pursued. The House of Commons, on 
the 22d December 1796, called for copies of all the proceed
ings of the Court of D^.^ie^c;tors, and of the correspondence 
which had passed between the Court and their Governments 
abroad, on the subject of recruiting the Company’s European 
forces in India. The matter was again brought to the notice 
of the Court of Directors by the chairman on the 3^th of 
that montti: and, on the 4th of January following, the Court 
resolved, by the ballot, that a depot should be formed with all 
convenient despatch. The resolution wa^ communicated to 
the General Court on the 17th, when a ballot was demanded 
on the question, to approve the draft of a bill to be proposed 
to Parliament, to enable the Company to carry the plan into 
effei^c:: the ballot took place on the 24th of January, when the 
question was lost; the numbers for . it being 291, and against 
it 470.

In the early part of the following year, the subject was again 
discu^issjed, and a lengthened correspondence took place between

. * His
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His ' Royal Highnei^j^^’the Gom^m^deWin-Chief, p.t^lwevEoard of 
Commissioners,' and the ■ Court of 'D^i^e^c^l^c^rs. ^Ti^e r’esuit le4 Mi 
ihe establislime:nt of a depo^; 'and an act of Parliament was* 
passed in July 1799, 39th Geo. Ill, cap. 109, authorizii^jg 
the Company to train, array, exercise, and discipline reci^uMsj 
raised for their service, during the stay of such recmiits in 
England; and likewise subjecting them to martial law pridif 
to embarkation, and also during the voyage ' to' Indiii.' .The 
Company were not to enlist, or have in pay at any one tim% 
more than two thousand men. . . .-■<
' In 1801, the depot was established in -the Isle -of W^ig^lt, 
where it remained until 1815, when it was transferred to' 
Chatham. The recruits raised under the act of the 39th, were' 
for general service, and - subsequently transferred - to the Com.-;, 
pany on the application -of the Court of Directors. In 1810, 
the 50th Geo. Ill, cap. 87, wa^ passed, under which recruits!' 
might be enlisted either for life or a limited service of twell^e^' 
years, and - for the Company’s European infantry -or for their' 
artillery. Parties enlisted under the said acts -are-required - to, 
take the oath of allegiance and other prescribed oaths hereafter; 
mentiohed. After^, embarkation, all soldiers enlisted in or trans* 
ferred to the service of the Company, and all of^cers in the Com-; 
pany’s service who may proceed in - charge of, or -be appointed 
to -do duty with .such soldiers, are subject to the provisions - of 
the 4th Geo. IV, cap. 81; and all ofFehc'es, of which .any of 
the said parties may be guilty previous - to their arrival at the" 
place of destination, are cognizable after their arrival.

Provisions are inserted in the annual Mutiny Act for the ' 
relief of - parties hastily enlisti^ig; also for inflicting penalties . 
on persons advertiizing for recruits for the Company’s service 
without authority, which are also noticed in the following' 
laws. ■ ’

1799.
39 Geo. 3, 

c. 109,
S 1.

' ' LAWS;. • ,
An Act Jqr Recruiting the Forces O the East-India Company.
(1) Whwhar tlie ■h^n^^^dC^dlnpar^yhf C^erceanhshtf Preainl^lfc-i! — 

Ehelahd -trtd!hl» to the Etst-Ihdies are by law'- end- - HisMajesty.may 
tied-to' - mtihtaih -thd keep - up, - and at their - own costs- levy men- tos^ehve 
and - charges do mtihttih and keep up, k - militarjr forte - in ‘the .Et8t^In- 
’' , - to
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dios in bis 'Ma
jesty’s troops ' or 
the Company’s 
forces, who shall 
take tile follow, 
ing oath.

•l£AWS.

1799.
39 Geo. 3, 

c. 109, 
§ 1-

in .their S^it-tietnents abroad, for the defence and ' protiecl 
tion of the territorial acquisitions and revenues.-. of 
which they are in possession, and for the defence and 
protection of their t^^(^<^;.and certain regulations are 
established for the said Company’s raising recruits in

•Great 'Britain, but no provision is made, by 'virtue of which such 
recruitswcan be trained, arriiyed, exercised, or disciplined, during 
their, abode in this kingdom, or wheri^l^jy. they can be . subjected to 
military law previous to their embarkation for, and during their pas
sage to the places where the said United Company are entitled to 
maintain and keep such militia fo^<^<i: and ' whereas it is expedient that 
his Maj^isty’s officers should be authorized in certain cases to enlist 
recruits.' for service, either in his Majesty’s troops .or in ' the forces of 
the said United Company, as .his Majesty shall think fit to dir^i^it; 
and that all recruits so raised and transferred over to, or enlisted by 
officers in the service of the said United Company, should be trained, 
arrayedi exercised, and disciplined in the use arms, previous to their 
departure for places abrc^r^tJ; and that they should be subjected to 
military 'law during their abode in this kingdom, and during their 
passage to, and before their arrival at such pla<^^s5: may it therefore 
please your Majesty that it may be ena^t^^ei; and . be it enacted by 
the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con
sent of t^^' Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in ■ this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that 
it shall and may be lawful to and for his Majesty, his heirs and suc
cessors, to order and cause such of his officers . as he shall see fit, to 
levy, enlist, and raise such number of men as from time to time his 
Majesty shall think fit, for the specia^nur^ote of serving in the East
Indies, either in hiis' Majesty’s troops, or in the forces of the said 
United Compi^i^jy; and that the . recruits to be raised for such special 
purpose, instead of taking the oath of fidelity appointed to be taken 
by the rules and articles for the better government all his Majesty’s 
forces, shall take the following oa^ih; (that is to say,) ,

Oath. « I, A. B., being 'enlisted to serve either in his Ma
jesty's troops or in the forces of the East-India Company, accord
ing as his Majesty shall think fit, do swear, that I will bear true

■ . allegiance to our Sovereign Lord King George, and that I will, as
■ in my duty bound, defend him in his person, crown, and dignity, 
' against all his enemi^is; and that so long as I shall remain in his 
' Majesty’s service, I will duly observe and obey his Majesty’s orders, 
• and the orders of the generals and officers set over me by his 
' Maj^i^ttr; and . that if his Majesty shall please to appoint me to 
‘ serv^ in the forces o^ the United Company of Merchants of 
‘ England trading to the Eatt-Indiet, then I swear that I will also be

“' . true ' to the said United Company, and will duly observe and obey 
“ all their orders, and the orders of their generals and officers, who 
“ ' ihall'be lawfully set over me.”

' (2) And
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are to administer, 
instead hh tiu 1' 
oath prescribed 
by the articles of 
war. I

C109, 
§2.

§ 3.

I 4.

§5.

His Majesty, 
on petition of'the 
Court of Direc
tors, may cause 
recruits to be 
transferred to the . 
service oo the 
Company.

- (2) And ■ be it Oufth^^'enacted, that on such ■ tecfuits
■ '—being carried ■ beOofe a ■ justice oO the peace, in purSata 
89 3 ance oO an act, passed in the present ■ session oO Par

liament, intituled, “ An Act Oof Punishing Mutiny and 
« De^seftiOn, and Oof the better Payment oO the Army
“ and their Q^a^^ere r’ or in purs^i^nce oO any act hereaOter to be' 
passed Oor the same purposes, such justice shall tender and adininisrhe 
such oath as is hereinbefore mentioned, instead oO the oath prescI■iChd 
by the s^id articles oO war; and the same (i^ taken by such eeceuits) 
shall be so expressed in the CeI^tiiOi^^^^:e to 'be given by such justice, in 
the Oorm required by the said act. '

(3) And be it fufthee enacted, that it shall and may 
be lawOul to and Oor his Majesty, his heirs and succes
sors, upon the petition oO the Court oO Directors oO the 
said United Company, to cause so many recruits or 
soldiers, who shall' have been raised by his Majesty’s 
oOOicers Oor the special purpose hereinbeOore mentioned,
as the said Court oO Directors shall petirion Oor, and as his Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, shall see Oit to grant, to be rfansOhfred over ’to, 
the service oO the said United Company^, which rransfer shall be made 
by such recruits or soldiers being delivered over by such oOOcer in his 
Majesty's service, who shall have the command oO them, at such place 
as his Majesty shall think proper to appoint, to such person or persons 
as the said Court ' oO Directors shall appoint to receive them.

(4) Provided always, and be it enacted, that the said 
United Company shall not be obliged to receive into 
their service any recruit or soldier who shall be an 
invalid, or who shall have any bodily inOirmity.

(5) And be it Ourther enacted, that the said United
Company shall pay unto such person or persons, Oor 
the use oO his Majiesty, as shall be appointed Oor . that 
purpose, in wfitindp^ bay the Commissioners oO his Ma
jesty ’ s treasury, or any three or more oO them, or by 
the Lord High Treasurer Oor the time being, such sum
and sums oO money as Orom time to time shall be agreed upon 
between one oO his Majesty’s principal secretaries oO state on ' behalO 
oO his Majesty and the said Court oO Directors, to reimCuese .the- 
expense oO raising such recruits and soldiers as shall be tfansft^fl^'(^' 
into the service oO the said United Company in manner hereinbeOore 
mei^^^i^o^^d; and that, over and above such sum, the said United 
Company shall in like manner pay to such person or persons, as afoee“ 
said, the costs oO the subsistence oO each recruit, Orom the time oO^ hia, 
enlistment to the time oO his being delivered over to the said United- 
Company, as hereinbeOore mentioned. ' O

(6) And be it Ourther enacted, that the said United Company may 
Company ■shall and may deposit, keep, maintain, pay, ‘rammencnliso

train, 
I

§ 6.

. i
Company not 

obliged tty re
ceive invalids.

Company to , 
pay such sum as 
shall ce agreed 
upon for such re. 
emits and their 
subsistence from 
enlistment. '
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train, and exercise in the use of arms, such men as 
they may from time to time enlist and engage -in -their 
service, under and by virtue of the authority of the 
said act o^ the twenty-first year of his Majesty’s reigni 
and such men as shall be transferred ov^r to - their 
service in manner herein-mentioned, in any of his

cd under r^ecited 
act, and trans
ferred under this, 
in Great Britain, 
Guernsey, or 
J^r^ey, and may 
malte drafts to be 
sent abroad.
Majeistj^s garrisons, or at - such other place or places within Great 
Britain, or the islands Guernsey or Jersey, as shall be approved 
by h^ Maj^i^tty; and that the said United Company, or their Court of 
Direct^ors, may, from the men so enlisted or transferred - as aforesaid, 
make di’afts non-ccmmitsioned offLcers and soldiers, to be from time
to time sent abroad in the said United Company’s service, as they 
shall think proper and necess ary.

^^^rt of Di
rectors, with the 
approbation of 
his Majesty, may 
app^^nt of^^^rs 
holding c^mmis-* 
sions from his 
Majesty and the 
Company for 
disciplining the 
men, out of 
whom they may 
appo^ntse^eants, 
&c4

§ 7.

(8) Provided always,- and be it enacted, that it shall 
not be lawful for the said United Company to enlist or

(7) And be it further enacted, that for the purpose 
of raising, receiving, keeping, training, and exercising 
the men so enlisted by license frorn his Majesty as 
aforesaid, it - shall and may be lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company, with the appro
bation of his Majesty, signified under the hand-writing 
of one of his Majesty’s priiicipal secretaries of state, to 
appoint, from and amongst such officers in the service 
of the said United Company, as may be in England, on 
furlough or by leave of absence, from their duty in 
India, or who have retired from the service of the said

Company, and shall hold and have commissions from his Majesty as 
well as fr<^im-the said United Company, one commanding officer, and 
such other commissioned officers, of such ranks and with such com
missions as shall be necessary for the training, exercising, and dis
ciplining such men so enlisted or transferred as aforesaid, until they 
shall be sent abrc^t^d; and that it shall also be lawful for the said 
Court of Directors to appoint, from the number of men so enlisted or 
transferred as aforesaid, such number of seijeants, corporals, drum
mers, and fifers, as' shall be necessary for the same purpose.

Company not 
to, enlist above a 
certain number , .
of men, nor ap- have in' pay at any one time, or to train or discipline at 
p^^n^' more than 
the necess^y 
number of com- 

cers.—Ot^c^^s 
not to have any 
power longer 
than they ' hold 
commissions 
frohibi3Majesty. - 
—No. more than ____ ____ ___ ___  _____ ____
of TOhn'etdiIted'' C^i^n;mued in the said appointment, or have any
and not transfer- ’ ’ ' * ............. *
red, ' sliali be •

§8.

any one' by virtue of this act, any greater number 
of nOn-commissioned officers and private men than 
two thousand, nor shall it be lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said Company to appoint any greater 
number of non-commissioned officers than the number 
of men to be so raii>ed and disciplined shall reqt^iire; 
nor shall the offiicer so appointed to command, or any 
other commissioned officer to be appointed as afor^-

power or authority to command, tr^in, or discipline the 
jsaid men so -enlisted, longer than - he' shall continue^to 

hold
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hold a commission from his Majesty, his heirs or sue- maintained with- 
cessoK^; and his or their said appointment, powers, ’** **'® realm, 
authorities, and commands, shall cease ■ and determine, and become 
utterly void, from and immediately after the said commission shall be 
revoked, dStentiined, or otherwise made void by his Majesty, his heirs 
or su^cess<^i^r:: provided also, that from and after the passing of this 
act, and until the 25th ^ay March one ' thousand eight hundred, 
no greater number of men than thr^e thousand of men enlisted for 
the special purpose aforesaid, and not transferred by his Majesty to 
the service o'f the said Company, shall, at any one time, be main
tained by his Majesty within this realm ; and that, . from and after the 
said day, no greater number of such men shall be so 'maintained than 
shall be specially included within the provisions of such act or acts of 
Parliament, as may ' from time to time be made and.be in force for the 
punishment of mutiny and desertion, or for the discipline and govern
ment of his Majesty’s forces in Great Britain.

(9) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it ■ . .
shall and may be lawful for the said Company, with i,aspPM'ra^iesty*
his Majesty’s approbation so signified as aforesaid, to 
appoint such quartermasters, pa^ymi^i^tt^s, and other 
persons, as may be necessary for disciplining and train
ing, attending, and otherwise taking care of the said men so enlisted 
and transferred, over and above the number of commissioned officers 
hereinbefore mentioned, whether the said persons shall be in their 
service or not.

(10) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
shall not be lawful for the said United Company to 
pay or allow any greater pay, or other sums, to the 
commissioned . and non-commissioned and staff officers 
to be appointed to raise, receive, train, exercise, and 
discipline the said men, than after the rates following ; that is to say, 
not more than ten thillingt per day to each captain, not more than 
five shillings per day to each subaltern officer, over and above the pay, 
according to their rank, which they shall be entitled to during their 
being in this country on furlough or leave of absence, or retired from 
their se^^vi^f^; nor more than five shillings per day to each quarter
master, one hundred • and twenty pounds per annum to each pay
master, two shillings per day to each seijeant, one shilling and sixpence 
per day to each corporal, five thillingt per day to each surrgeon, and 
one hundred pounds . per annum to one .chaplain ; such last-mentioned 
sums to be the full allowance to which in any case such officers shall 
be entitled (save and except the regimental pay which such officers 
may be entitled to, according to their respective ranks, and save and 
except such barrack allowances as are usually to be given to officers 
in his Majesty’s service when quartered in barracks).

(11) And be it further enacted, that ' the said pay, so Pay to be in 
to be made to the said officers respectively as aforesaid,^

■ shall

Company, with
■ > 

of his Majesty, 
may appoint

&c.

Rates of pay to 
be allowed to the 
commissioned, 
non-commis
sioned, and staff- 
offi^t^^rs.
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shall be in full satisfaction of all emoluments whatso
ever; and tliat the.clothing for the said men, and all 
O:her things whatsoever, necessary to be provided for 
them, or for the place in which they shall be deposited

x.tiys,

39- Geo. 3, 
c. 109,
§ . H.

luments,- and 
eloUliiig) to 
be provid<?d tis 
the directors . 
sfiall tiiink best.

and kept, shall be provided by the said United Company, upon, the 
best terms, and in such manner as shall appear to the Court of Direc
tors of tlie said Company to be best suited to that purpose. ■

Officers and 
men to be sub
ject; to com-
mandams of gar- 
nisons or- bar
racks, and .

(12) And be it further enacted, that in case the said 
men, so to be enlisted into, or transferred over to the 
Service of the said United Conipany, shall, be deposited 

racks and fo and Irejit at any of his Majesty’s garrisons or baiTacks, 
take ’i'n the -Ju- ^11 such recruits and somievs, and the commissioned 
des... and non-commissioned officers having the command of,
or. being employed in the training, exercising, and arrt^^ying such 
recruits or soldiers, shall at all times he subject to the command and 
orders of the commandant such garrison or barracks, or in his 

. absence to the senior offcer in his Majesty’s service, or the officer for 
the time being commandii^jg’ in such garrison or ba^t^t^i^l^si; and that 
the commissioned and non-commissioned officers, to be ap.pointed by 
the said United Company tdt the command of, or for the training,- 
exercising, or arraying such recruits as aforesaid, shall at all times par
take in and perform the duties of any of his Majesty’s garrisons or 
barracks in - which they may be stationed.

'• Orders of the (13) And be it further enacted, that all. orders 'which 
0iv"iytlhr<oUqh'fO given by the said United Company, or their
such command- Court of Directors, to their officers so stationed at any 

. ’"ti. . of his Majesty’s garrisons or barracks, shall be given
and passed - through th^ commandant or senior officer commanding - at 

. such garrisons or barracks. .
Deserters may (14) And be it further enacted, that if any person 

andtcoVfirned'aS enlisted and engaged by the said United
from h Majes- Company, under the authority of the ■ said act of the 
ty s so j. twenty-first year of his. Majesty’s reign, or who shall 
be transferred over to ' the service of the’ said United Company as 
herein mentioned, shall afterwards desert, or be found wandering, oe 
otherwise illegally absenting himsei^^ from the service of the said 
United Company, -it shall and may be lawful for . any constable, head- 
bdrough, -'or tything^man - of the town or place where - any such person 
who ma)^ ' be reasonably suspected to he a 'deserter shall be found, to 
apprehend-Or cause him to be apprehended - in the same nlan'ner as if 
he' -were a-deserter from his Majesty’s ser^it^tj; and every constable, 
headborough, tything^man, justice of tlie peace, or magistrate, shall 
have-the same power and authority, and proceed in the same manner 
as he or they would have ' had- or as he or they would have proceeded 
in, if .the person had been a .deserter from his Majesty’s seir^vi^e; and 
every keeper of.any gaol, house of-e^orreetion, or prison, •to, which 

■■■ . 2 k such

§ 19.

§ 13.

§14. ,
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LA'KS.
1--^!-.

39 Geo. 3, 
c. K)9, 
§ 14.

I’ersons appre
hending desert
ers to be elided 
to sucrh reward 
only as the Com
pany may give.

§ 16. Officers and 
soWiers, until 
embarkation, to 
lie subject to the 
mutiny laws,and 
afterwards to the 
provistons of 27 
Geo. 2, cap. 9.

J 18.

puch person shall be committed, shall be entitled to receive - the full 
subsistence of such deserter, during the time he shall - remain in theiir 
custody, for the maintenance of such deserter, and shall receive and 
confine him or them in the same manner as if he or they had been a • - 
deserter from his Majesty’s service. '

(15) Provided always, tliat nothing in this act con
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
authorize any justice to pay or cause to be paid any 
reward to any person or persons, who shall apprehend 
or cause to be apprehended any person or persons who
shall desert from the service of the East-India Company, nor shall 
the person or persons apprehending the same be entitled to any other 
reward than the East-India Company may voluntarily give for such 
apprehension.

(16) And be it further enacted, that all such offcers 
and soldiers - as shall be raised and enlisted by virtue of 
this act shall, at all times and until their embarkation, 
be subject to all the provisions and regulations of the 
said act, made in the present session of parliament, 
intituled, “ An Act for Punishing Mutiny and Deser-
“ tion, and for the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters," 
during the continuance of the same act in Great Britain, and after 
the - expiration thereof to such other act or acts of parliament, pro
visions, and regulations, as -shall from time to time be ' made and be in 
force for the discipline and government of his Majesty’s forces in 
Great Britain ; and after their ' embarkation to the provisions of the 
4th Geo. IV, cap. 81.

(17) And whereas for more effectually suppressing His Majesty 
mutiny and desertion, and for the punishment of other
offences committed by offcers and soldiers in the se^^ holding general 
vice of the said United Company, during the time of cmtrts-martial. 

their being trained and disciplined by virtue of this act, or by any of 
the officers or non-commissioned officers employed on that service, it 
may be necessary that his Majesty should be enabled to convene 
courts-martial, or to authorize the same to be convened, consisting 
either in the whole or in part of off^^cers in the service of the East- 
India Company - who hold commissions from his Maji^i^^^: be it 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty from time to 
time to grant a commission for the - holding - of gene^ral courts-martial 
for the trial of offences committed - by officers or soldiers in the service 
of the said United Company, during the time of their being so 
employed, and trained and exercised under -the authorrity . of th^s a^t, 
which courts-martial may either consist of offc^risapj^ointed to train 
and discipline - the said men, or of such other officers in - the service' of 
the East-India Company, holding -commissions from his Majesty, - as 
may be in Great Britain upon furlough, or by leave of absence, or- of 

off^icers
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officvrs in his Majesty’s service in Great Britain, or of such numbers liAws. 
and proportions of each, as to his Majesty shall evvm ^^i^V ; and such 1799 
courts-marti”! shall in all other respects be convvnvd, and have the <59 Geo. 3, 
same powers and authoritivs, and their svntvncve shall bv carried into 
CKKCidton, as- if they were courts-martial respecting his Majesty’s 
forces. I

Regimental 
courts-martial 
may l)e c^onveii- 
vd.

1799.

c. 109, 
§ IS.

§ 19.(18) And be it further enacted, that regimental 
courts-martial, or coiirts-martial to be composed of 
officers of different corps, with the' same powers as 

regimental courts-martial, may be convened for enquiring into such
disputes or criminal matters as may com,e before them, touching any 
of the non-commissioned oficers • or soldiers in the service of the said 
United Company during the time their being so employed • and 
trained and exercised as aforesaid, and for awarding corporal or other 
punishments for small ofi’ei^r^c^is; and such courts-martial shall be con
stituted and proceeded, ' and their sentences shall be carried into exe
cution, in like manner as if they were courts-martial resp'ecting his 
Majesty’s forces.

Court of Di
rectors to trans* 
mit a report - of 
the mtmber of 
men levit^d, a*C’ 
to the secretary 
<^f state and the 
comraaader-in- 
chief.

§ 21.

39 Geo, .S, c. 
J09.—27 Geo. 2, 

^c. 9.—His Ma-
'may order 

any of his officers 
to enlist the 
numlwr of 'men 
.specified in the 
recited act of 39 
-Geo.' S,‘ c. 109, 
. to serve in the 
Company's 
forces in India 

Jfor life . or’ a li- 
uiited tim.e,- r *

.* J "

(19) And be it further enacted, that the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company shall, and they 
are hereby required and directed, twice in every year, 
to make out n report of the number of men levied and 
eubsieted by virtue of this act, and of all the orders 
issued, and every other 'matter or thing done or direct
ed to be done by them in the execution of this act,

.nnd to transmit one copy of the -same to one of his Majesty’s prin
cipal secretaries of state, and another to the commander-ii^-(^lui^f of 
his Majesty’s forces.
Public act. (20) And be it further enacted, that this act shall be

i^eem^if.to he a public act, and shall be taken notice of as such, by all 
judges and justices whomsoever, without specially pleading the same. 
An Act to ameiMl two Acts, relating to the raising Men for the Service 

(O' the East-India Company, and the Qr^artering and Billeting such 
Men ; and to Trials by Regimental Co^^s-Martial.

(21), Whereas an act passed in the thirty-ninth year 
of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 
“ for the better Recruiting the , Forces of the East- 
“ India C^n^pai^)'^nd whereas an act passed in the 
twenty-seventh year of , the reign of his late Majesty 
King George II, intituled, “ An Act for Punishing 
“ Mutiny , and Desertion of Oficers and Soldiers in 
« the Service of the United, Company of Mvrchante 

England Trading to the East-Indive, and for the 
« Punishment of Offences committed in the Eajst- 
« Indies or at the Island of St. Heleen z” ^^d whereas 
it would tend to the more epvvdy recruiting of the 

2 K 2 forces

§ 22.

1810.
50 Geo. 3, 

c. 87, 
§ 1-
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LAAVS. forces of the East-India Company, if men. were permitted to enlist' 
1810.

for a limited time in the service of the said Company, without engag-. 
50 Geo. 3, 'ng to serve in his Majesty’s fori^^^.; and provisiori must in such case) 

be made for quarte^ng and billetting the men so raii^^d; and whereas 
it is also expedient that the provisions of the said recited act of his 
lat^Majesty King George II, as to trials by regimental coilrts-martial,' 
should be amended in relation to the members and witnesses -being 
sworn, as now required on such trials in his Majesty’s regular forces i 
be it therefore enacted by the King’s most, excellent Majesty, by and 
M’ith the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual ■ and Temporal, • 
and Commons, in this present. parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, that it shall be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, to order and cause such of his ofSicers as he shall see 
fit, to levy, enlist, and raise such number of men, either for life or 
limited - service, as his Majesty shall from time to time think fit, not 
exceeding the number of men specified in the said recited act of the 
thirty-ninth year of the reign of his present Majesty aforesaid, for the 
special purpose of serving in the East-Indies in the forces of tlne said 
United Company only.

(22) And be it further enacted, that all soldiers Soldiers to be
• enlisted ' into the service of the said United Company Mut^v^crtdll 

of Merchants, shall be trained and disciplined and sub- the^^ embarks, • 
ject to such command and regulations, and ^t all times '
and until their embarkation be subject to all the provisions of any 
act in force for the punishment of mutiny and desertion, and the 
better payment of the- army and their quarters.

(23) And be it further enacted, that all the powers.

c. 87, 
§ 1.

5 2.

§ 3.

}4.

(23) And be it further enacted, that all the powers. Powers of acts,
authorities, provisions, clauses, rules, regulations; and to”^-
re^trictions, and penalties, and forfeitures, contained tend to this act. 
and prescribed in any act or acts of parliament in force for the time 
being, .in relation to the quartering arid billetting and provisioning of, 
and allowances in respect of such quartering and billetting of soldiers 
and officers in his Majesty’s service, and to the providing of carriages 
for the use of soldiers, shall, from and after the passing of this act, 
extend to all soldiers enlisted for or transferred into the service of the' 
said United Company of Merchants, as fully and effectually as if the 
same were severally and sepa^^tely repeated and re-enacted in this 
act, and made part ther^t^f; any thing in the said act of the thirty
ninth year aforesaid, or any other act or acts of parliament to the con-, 
trary notwithstanding.

(24) And w^^^r^^si.it is expedient, to allow men to 
enlist in the service of the said United Comjjany for 

twelve year^; be it therefore enacted, that it shall be 
lawful for any person enlisting for limited service in .the service of the 
said United Company, to enlist for twelve years, if at the time of 
such enlisting he shall be of -the -age of eighteen years and upwards,

,■' ' , ( , nd

t
. • .*

) Men may 
for T)!* twelve

years, &c..
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and if he shall be under eighteen years of age, then for such furtlier 
period beyond twelve year^ as shall be equal to the dif'crernce between 
eighteen years and the age of the person so enlisting.

After the expi-

the men 
may re-enlist. 
United Company, after the expiration of the first period for which, 
they shall have been severally enlisted, to re-enlist for such further 
period as shall be- allowed and appointed by any order of the gover
nor-general in council in Bengal. .

■Jtfen serving in 
the local militia 
may enlist.

servvce of the United Company of Merchants trading to the East- • 
Indies, in like manner and at such times as a,ny such person might or 
may enlist or enter into his Majesty’s regular forces.
His Majesty 

may direct the 
tnaitn^i* trials
by courts-mar
tial.

(25) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
it shall be lawful for all persons who shall have been 
enlisted for limited ser^i^e in the forces of the said*

(26) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law
ful for any person ballotted or enrolled to serve or 
serving in the local militia, to enlist or enter into the

(27) And be it furth'er enacten, that all regi-m^i^^^. 
and garrisra and other conrts-martial which shall be 
Weln for the trial of any olfences committed by the 
troops in the service of the said United Company, sWsII have full power and are hereby suthrrized and required to take

and administer such rstWs, and to proceen in such manner in the trial 
of olfences, as his Manestn shall from time to time think fit to order 
and direct.

Annual Mutiny Act.*
Clause for re- (28) Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and

declared, that from and after the said twenty-fourth 
day of March one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five, wl^en an d as (tften as nny i^ers^on' or j^ermns shall 
be i^nl^si^^d as a s^oldit^r or soldi’t^r^s in I'lis M^;ljestn'’s 
lann Service, he or they sWsII within four nhns, but not 
sooner tWan. tweotn-four hours, after such enlisting 
respectively, be carried or go with some ofBi'cer, orn- 
commissimed off^^er, or private soldier belongiog ta 
the recruiting party by wWicW he shall be eolisten, or' 
with the rerso■oemrlrnen on the recruiting service with 
v^liom he shall have enlisted, before some justice of 

the peace of aon county, riding,' city, or place, or chie^ 
magistrate of any city or town corporate, residing or 
being next to or , in the vicioitn of the place, soI acting 
for the ' division or district where such rersra or per
sons shall have Irggn enlisted, and not being an ofBicer 
in the army, and before such justice or chi^f magistr^l^te

lief of persons 
^stUy enlisting 
themselves.— *
Such peRons not 
payingtheenlist- 
ing am! subisis^ 
ence-money 
within the limit* 
edtrnneto et^-
list^il; in which 

' casi^,o^jf^heyen- 
list, the justices to 
r2in o^'er to tfiena 
certain sections 
of the articles of 
war and admi
nister certain 
oaths.—Recruits 
enlistedunder39 
Geo. 3, c. 109, 
for the East-In- 
nia Company's 
se^ivice , &c. shall 
take the oath of , . _
al\egi3ace.---R.e-, hg or fWen shall be at liberty to neclare his or their 

dissent to such enH^l^i‘i^OS» and upon such declanafion, 
' ■ S K 3 and

* The provisions contained in the clauses-93 and 101, wi^h the schedules annexed; 
are re-enacted in the .Annual Mutiny Act.

LAWS.
1810.

50 Geo. 3, 
c. 87, 
§ 5.

§6.

f7.

6
1823. 
Geo. 4, 
c. 5, 
§ 93,
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LAWS.

1S2.A
6 Geo. 4, 

c, 5, 
§ 93.

dules (6.) Slid 
(H.)—Name 
and residence of 
recruits to be 
taken down.— , 
Justices niaydis- 
chj^rge'^jn^r^ns 
hastily enlisting 
pi^mseker, on 
paying the ‘ en- 
listin^^^mc^iey.

and returning the enlisting money, and rlso each per- under 50 Geo. 
son so dissenting paying the sum of twenty shillings ®hbJthS“n»Se! 
for the charges .expended or laid out upon him, together 
with such full rate allowed by law for the .subsistence 
or diet and small ■ beer furnished . to such recruit subse
quent to . tlie period of his having been enlisted, such 
person or persons so enlisting shall be fprthwitli dis
charged and set at liberty in the p^^sience of such jus
tice or chie^ magistrs^a^e; but . jf . such person or persons 
shall refuse or neglect within the space of twenty-four 
hours after so declaring his or their dissent, to return 
and pay such money as aforesaid, he or they shall be deemed and 
taken to be enlisted, as if he or they had given his or -their assent 
thereto before the said justice or chief magistrate; and if such person 
or persons shall declare his or their ha^ng voluntarily enlisted himself 
or themselves, then such justice or chie^ magistrate shall and he is 
li^reby required forthwith to read over, or in his own presence to 
cause to be read over, to such person or persons, the third and fourth 
articles of the second section, and the first article- of the sixth section, 
of the artiicles of war against mutiny and desertion, and to tender and 
administer to such. person or persons respectively, not only the oath 
fidelity mentioned in the said articles of war, .but also tlie oath men
tioned in the schedule to this act annexed marked (A.), or if the per
son shall be desirous of enlisting without any limitation of period .^^ 
service, the oath in the schedule to this act annexed marked (B.); 
and if such person or. persons shall. take the said oaths, then such 
justice or chie^ magistrate shall and he is. hci^^ljy required forthwith to 
certify under his hand the enlisting and swearing, together with the 
place of the birth, age, and caUing, if known, of such person or .per
sons, in . the. form mentioned in the schedule to this act annexed 
marked (C.) if the oath in the form marked (A.) shall have been- 
taken, and in the . form marked (D.) if the oath in the .form marked 
(B.y shall have been taken ; except in the case of recruits enlisting to 
serve either in his Majesty's troops or in the forces of the East-India 
Company, according as his Majesty shall think fit, in pursuance of . an 
act passed in the thirty-ninth year of tlie reign of his late Majesty 
King George III, intituled, “ An Act for better Recruiting the Forces 
“ of the East-India Company,” in which caseievery such recruit shall, 
instead of the said oath of fidelity, and of the oath contained in the 
schedule (A.) or (B.) to this act annexed, take the oath of allegiance 
directed by the Said act of the thirty-ninth year of his said late 
Majesty, and contained in the schedule to this act annexed marked' 
(E); and the justice. or chielf magistrate shall certify’ such enlistment 
and swearing accordingly in the form .mentioned in the schedule to 
this act annexed marked (F.); and except also in the case of recruits 
enlisted for tlie special purpose of serving in the East-Indies, in .the 
forces of the East-India Company only, in pursuance of an act passed 

in
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in the year of the reign of his said late Majesty, intituled, “ An 
“ Act to Amend Two Acts relating to the raising Men for the Ser- 
« Tice of the East-India Company, ' and the Quartering and Billetting 
“ such Men, and to Trials by Regimental Courts-martial,” in which 
case every such recruit shall, instead of the said oath of fidelity, take 
the oath directed to be taken by the said act of the fiftieth year of his 
said late Majesty, and contained in the schedule to this act annexed 
marked (G.), and instead of the oath service contained in the sche- '
dule (A.) or (B.) - to this act annexed, shaill take the oath directed to 
be taken by the said recited act the fiftieth year aforesaid, and 
contained in the schedule to this act annexed marked (H.); and the 
justice or magistrate shall certify such enlistment and swearing accord
ingly in the forni mentioned in the schedule to this act annexed' 
marked (I.); and if any such person or persons so to be certified shall 
wilfully refuse to take the said oath of fidelity before the said justice 
or chie:f magistrate, it shall and may be lawful for such officer, from 
whom he received such money as aforesaid, to detain and confine such 
person or persons, until he or they shall take the said oath of f^^^lii^t^; 
and every military offcer that shall act contrary hereto, or offend 
herein, shall incur the like penalty and forfeiture as is by this act 
inflicted upon any offcer for making a false and untrue muster; and 
the penalty and forfeiture shall be levied and recovered in the same 
manner as any penalties or forfeitures are by this act to be levied or 
recovee^i^d; provided always, that every non-commissioned officer or 
private soldier who shall enlist any recruit shall at the time of such 
enlisting inquire the Christian and surname and place of abode of 
such recruit, and either take the same down in writing, or give the 
same to the non-commissioned officer commanding the recruiting 
party, to be so taken down: provided . also, that it shall be lawful for 
any justice of the peace to discharge any person who shall have 
hastily enlisted, and who- shall apply to him to declare his dissent 
within such four days as aforesaid, upon payment of the sum, of. 
money required to be paid by any recruit declaring his dissent under 
this act, notwithstanding no officer, non-cc^mmissioned officer,' or pri
vate soldier belonging- to the recruiting party shall be with the recruit, 
if it shall appear to such magistrate, upon the examination of such 
recruit or of any other person, that the recruiting party has left the 
place where such recruit was enlisted, or that such recruit could not 
procure any-i^<^n-<^(^ni^missioned offcer belonging to such party to go 
with such recruit before the justice the ^^<^e; and the sum paid
by such recruit upon his discharge shall be kept by the justice of the 
peace, and paid when demanded to any person belonging to the 
recruiting party entitled thereto demanding the same.

Penalty on per- w^Ii^r^^rrs t^arious jj^r^jst^ns a^i^e in h^e hifilat § 101.
fir^rMrtii^'vtihi^ advertising for recruits for regiments of the line,
out authority. ‘ the embodied militia, or for the service of the Ho
nourable the East-India Company, and also under the pretence of

2 K 4 procuring

ja.AWS.
1825.

6 Geo. 4) 
c. 5, 
§#3.
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LAWS}, procuring substitutes for -the same, to- the great detriment, - of the 
1^25 service ; be it therefore further enacted, that all persons whomsoever

G Geo'- 4, who shall after the passing of this -act advertise, post, or disperse 
c- 5, - - - . _ - -

§ lOJ.

schekule
(e).

SCHEDUJ^K
(O.

or caused to be advertised, posted, or disppfsed, bills for the purpose 
of p^^^curii^g recruits or substitutes, or shall open - or . keep any houses 

, or place of rendezvous purporting in any manner whatever to be con
nected with the recruiting service or department, for the line, 
embodied militia, or East-India Company, or shall interfere or be 
concerned diirjctly or indirectly in any manner or way therewith 

' (except such recruiting parties as may be stationed under the com
mand and direction of the respective field ofSeers of districts, without 
the express permission in writing of the adjutant-general, if for the 
line, or embodied militia,, or j^iS the Court of Directors if - for the 
Honourable East-India Company’s service), or shall receive any per
son or persons as aforesaid at his house or office, nnder any such 
bill or advertisement on any pretence whatever, shall forfeit the sum 
of twenty pounds for every such of^'ence.; to be .recovered on convic
tion before a magistrate, one moiety to the informer, and the other 
to the poor of the parish wher^ such information shall be laid; and on 
default of payment the^^i^^ shall be committed to the common gaol 
or other public prison, at the discretion of the magistrate, for any 
period not exceeding three months, - and not - less than one month, for 
each and every such offence. ■

Oath O Allegiance.
I, ———   ——, being enlisted to serve either . in his Majesty's 

troops or in the forces of the East-India Company, according as his 
Majesty shall think fit, do swear, that I will bear true allegiance to 
our sovereign lord King George, and that I will, as in my duty bound, 
defend him in his person?- crown, and dignity, against all his enemit^s; 
and that so long as I shall remain in his Maj'esty’s service, I will duly 
observe and obey his Majesty’s,' orders, and the orders of the gene
rals and officers set over me by his Maae^tj-; and that if his .Majesty 
shall please to appoint me to serve in the forces of the United Com
pany of Me.rchants of England trading to the East-Indies, then I 
swear that I will also be true to the said . United Company, and will 
duly observe and obey all their orders, and the orders of their gene- 
ra.ls and officers who shall be lawfully set over me. ' ■

To wit.-—I, .. — ..... —, one of his Majesty’s justices* of the
peace of —--------- -—, certify, that ------------------ , aged ——
years, — . feet —■— inches high, --------—— complexion,
-•c ! ■' eyes, —, hair, came before me -at —'■-------- '—,
on the ——. day of---------------, one thousand eight' hundred
and ---- and acknowledged, that he had voluntarily en
listed hi^^i^j^:f for the bounty . of --- —----- g—, to. se^rve e^it^Ier- in
his - Majesty’s army or in the forces of - the East-India Company, 
aecprding -as - his Majesty - shall think: fit to order. And I further 

certifyg
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certify; that in'niy presence the • third and fourth articles of the second* LAWS, 
section, the first article of the • sixth section of . the articles of war 
against muti^^- and desertion, and the notice contained in the ' schedule 
.marked D.D. annexed •to the- act for punishing mutiny and desertion, 
were read over to him ; and that he took the oath of allegiance pre
scribed by the act of the 39 Geo. Ill, c. 109, to be taken - instead o^ 
the oath of fidelity mentioned in the said articles o^ war, and also the 
oath above set forl^li; and that he, -... .............. , received.the sum of
—-------------- , on being attested.

I,----------------- , being enlisted to serve in the [infantry or artillery,
as the case may be] of the East-India Company, do • swear, - that I 
will bear true allegiance to our sovereign lord King George, and ' that 
I will, as in duty bound, defend him in his person, crown, and 
dignity, against all his enemies ; and I swear that I will also be true 
to the said United Company, and will duly observe and obey all their 
orders, and the • orders of their generals and officers who shall be 
lawfully set over n^e. .
I----- ------------ , do make oath, that I -im (or have been, as the case

may be) [state occupation if any, or state if of none], and to the-best 
of my knowledge and beli<^:f was boi’n in [state county, parish, or 
place, &;.], and that I am of tlie age of —--------- eaass, ndd'thtt
I do not belong to the militia, or to any regiment in his Maj^ty’s 
service, or to his Majesty’s navy or mai^ii^^i^; and that I will serve the 

' United Company of Merchants of England trading • to th& East- 
-j^ndies,- until I shall be duly and legally discharged [or if the recruit 

. enlists for • limited service, then leave out the words scored under, and 
insert] for the period of twelve years [if the person enlisting is • of 
the age .of eighteen years or upwards, but if under eighteen years, 
then the difference between his age and eighteen to be • added to such 
twelve years, as the case may be, and such period to be inserted 
instead of twelve years], provided the said Upited Company should 

' so long require■ my service. ,
. I,  ---- —i----------o' en^ oh hM aift^jt^sty’s justices ot- the, peece. of

:------------, [orehie^ magijliate of---------—] .do hereby , certify, that
----------------- pppeprtd to --------- ;taass odJ, —------- ee^t — ------- 
inehes high,  --------- complexion,----------eyes/--------- hair, came
befsie me at —---------— on the------------ day o’ —------, and stated
himiselif to be of the • age of --------yeaic, and that' he bad 'no
rupture, and was not tissbled with fits, and was no ways disabled 
by lamenejs, deafness, or stherwije, but had the perfect use of his 
limbs and hepiing, and was not an peprentice legally bound so as 
to pieyent his enlisting, and acknowledged, that he had voluntarily 
enlisted hirm^^^f for the bounty of----------- , to serve the United
.-^omepns ' of Merchants of England trading 'to the East-Indies, • and 

, did engage to • serve for • the penod. o’---------- ------- ttlCt'l^Innk oo
be filled up by the magistrate either until disehprged or for years, as 

in

1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. 5,
SCHEDULE

(0-

SCUEDOI.E
(o)-

(h). .

I

SCHEDy.I,S

(*•
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LAWS.' in the ■ pn^c^^ing form of enlistment] ; and I do hereby certify, that
1825.6Geo. 4>
C.5,

SCHEOULK

(0.

in my ■ presence the third' and ' fourth articles of the second section, the 
first article of the sixth section ■ of the articles of war against mutiny 
and desertion, and the notice contained ■ in the schedule marked D.D. 
annexed to thej^ct for punishing mutiny and desertion were read 
over to him, and he took the oath of fidelity mentioned in the act 
of the fiftieth year of his late Majesty King George the -Third, , 
and also t^ oath above set forth; and that he received the sum 
of------------------ on being attested, and that I ' have given to the
said ----------------- ; a duplicate of this certificate signed with my
name.

• Military Stores and Fire-Arms.

It is not lawful for any person to export military stores to 
any place on the contin^:nt^.<^:f ^Asia between the river Indus 
and the town of Malacca, or in ' any island under the govern
ment of the East-India Company situate to tlie north of the 

- equator, save only the Company, or such parties as shall 
obtain their special leave or license for that purpose. All 
applications for such permission are to be made to the Court 
of Di^r^ectors. This enactment was repeated in ■ the 4th Geo. 
IV, cap. 80, consolidating the laws with resp^^^' to the trade 
from and to places within the Company's limilti; the latter act 
alone is given.

In July 1813, an act was passed to ensurie the proper and 
careful manufai^tu^rng of fire-arms in England, and for making 
provision for provi.ng the barrels of such fire-arms, but 
exempting from such pro^ any barrels used in the manu
facturing of any musquet, pistol, or other' fire-arms for the 
use of the East-India Company. This act was amended in 
1815, by the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 59. It may be observed that 
all ordnance and fire-arms provided for the Company's service 
undergoes the hiost severe and 'effective proof. -

182.1.
4 Geo. 4^ 

c, 8 0, 
55 .

LAWS.
Stores.

(1) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
shall not be lawful for any person or persons to carry 
®jy military stores to tiny place uj»on the continent ci^

Military stores 
not to be carried 
without a special 
license.

Asia, -
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Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Malacca on the penin- -t EAW& 
sula , of Malacca inclusive, or to the said Company’s factory of Ben- 
coolen, in the islahd of Sumatra, or its dependencies, save 'only the 
said United Company, or such as shall obtain their special leave and 
license in writing, or a special leave and license in writing under their 
authority for that purpose.

* Fire-Ar'ms.
(2) ' Provided always, and be it further enacted and 

dr^cliarisd, that nothing in this act contained shall 
extend, or be construed to extend to that part of the 
United Kingdom called Scotland, or to that part of the 
United Kingdom called Ireland (except as to the forg

ing marks as in this act after-mentioned), or to the proving of any 
barrels used in the ‘ manufacturing of any musket, pistol, or other 
fire-arms, for the use of his Majesty’s forces, or for the Honourable • 
East-India Company.

Not to extend 
to arms made for 
hit Maa<Sty or 
^Iie East-India 
Comj^i^^y, or 
certain barrels 
specified.

4 Geo: 4,
0.8»,

Not to extend 
to Scotland or 
Irelandf to tirms 
for military scr- 
v5(^c*, or forEaatr 
India Company, ■

Geo. 3, 
c. 115,
§3.

1815.
55 Geo. 3, 

c. 59.
§ 5.

(3) Provided always, and be it further declared and 
enacted, that nothing in this act contained shall extend 
or be construed to extend to that part of the United 
Kingdom called Scotland, or to that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland (except as to the forging marks 
as in this 'act after-mentioned), or to the proving o^

any barrels used in the ' manufacturing of any musket, pistol, or 
other fine-arms, for the use of his Majesty’s forces, or for the 
Honourable East-India Company, or to any barrels of the description 
hereinafter mentioned, videlicet, any barrels in the forged ground, 
finished or in any other state of manufacture, which shall be made or 
consist of stub or twisted stub iron, or other ban-els usuallv termed 
best barnels (which said last-mentioned barrels may be and are 
hereby allowed to be sent, bought, or received for the purposes afore
said, in any number not exceeding the number of twenty, without 
being subject to any of the penalties of the said recited act or this 
act, except that such barrels shall be liable to the penalty for using 
barrels not duly proved and marl^^<^); and nothing in this act con
tained is to exempt or be construed to exempt such last-mentioned 
barrels from being proved and marked, as required by the said recited 
act and this act.
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MISDEMEANORS and OFFENCES,

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES IN INDIA IN 
CASES.

In addition to the Court of Commissioners, constituted by the 
act of the 24th Geo. Ill, ca^]p. 25, and the 26th Geo. Ill, cap. 57,* 
and to the several enactments declaring the liabilities of parties 
to punishment who may be concerned in illicit trade, or be 
found residing in India without license, or who may have been 
unlawfully engaged in loans of money to native princes, there 
are other provisions which point out the mode of procedure for 
the trial of offences committed in India by the Court of King’s 
Bench, either at the instance of his Majesty’s attorney-gene^ral 
or of the East-India Com]^i^i^;y; likewise for the issue of a man
damus for the examination of witnesses, &c. in India.

The enactments generally connected with the subject are 
noticed under this head; those contained in other parts of this 
work are given merely in the abstrai^t; the remainder are 
stated at full length.

LAWS.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 66, 
§33.

LAWS.
Breatch <>f Trust.

(1) Breach of public trust, or rmbrzzlrmrnt of public money, 
subject to fine and imprisonment.—(Vide Servants, Civil and MUlilary, 
p. 630.) -

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c.l55,^116.
§ 117.

§ 118.

§ 119.

Coun1:e'rfe^ting Coin.
(2) Counterfeiting current coin punishable with transportation.
(3) Uttering counterfeit coins punish^l^lt;:—first offence with six 

months’ ' impri<^<^)u^e^r^t; second with two yeai^^; third with transporta
tion for life.

(4) Crrtifi^i:atr of former conviction in the courts, sufficient prooif of 
such conviction.

(5) Having in possession more than five pieces of counterfeit coin, 
wittiQut lawful excuse, punishable by fine, ■ or three months’ imprison
ment.—(Vide Coin, p. 153.)

* 'Vide Courts <y" Judicature, 2S7.
Counl:erfe^1;ing
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Count^erfeiting Licenses or Certificates. ,
(6) Counterfeiting licenses or certificates, or attested copies thereof, 

punishable with fine and imprisonment.—(Vide p. 119.)

Crimes, Mlisde.meanors, and Offences may be tried in the Court o^ 
• KinOs Bench.

Governoir-General, F^r^e^sident, Sfc.
(7) And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if 

any governor-general, president, or governor or council of any of 
the said Company’s principal or other settlements in ‘India, or the- 
chie^justice, or any of the judges the said supreme court ofjudica- 
ture to be by the said new charter established, or of any other court 
in any of the said United Company’s settlements, or any other person 
or persons who now are, or heretofore have been employed by or in 
■he service of the said United Company, in any civil or military sta
tion, office or capacity, or who have or claim, or heretofore have had 
or claimed any power or authority, or jurisdiction, by or from the said 
United Company, or any of his Majesty’s subjects residing in India, 
shall commit any offence against this act, or shall have been, or shall 
be guilty of any crime, misdemeanor, or offence committed against 
any of his Majesty’s subjects, or any of the inhabitants of India within 
their respective jurisdictions, all such crimes, offee^ces and misde
meanors may be respectively inquired of, heard, tried and deter
mined in his Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench, and all such persons so 
offending, and not having been before tried for the same offence in 
India, shall on conviction, in any such case as is not otherwise spe- 
dally provided for by this act, be liable to such fine or corporal 
punishment as the said court shall think Si:; and moreover shall be 
liable, at the discretion of the said court, to be adjudjged to be in
capable of servi^jg the said United Company in any offce, civil or 
militai^rr; and all and every such crimes, offences, and misdemeanors 
as aforesaid, may be alleged to be committed, and may be laid, 
inquired of, and tried in the county of Middlesex.
Manneir of 'Procedure by Mandamus for Examination Witnesses in

Cases o Indictments and Inf^^)rmations laid in the Kings Bench.
(8) And whereas the provisions made by former laws for the hear

ing and detei-mining in England offences committed in India have 
been found ineffectual, by reason of the difficulty of proving in this 
kingdom matters done be it further enacted by tlie authority
aforesaid, that in all cases of indictment's or informiitions laid or 
exliibited in the said Court of King’s Bench, for misdemeanors or 
offences committed in India, it shall and may be lawful for his 
Majesty’s said court, upon motion to be made on beha^^f of the prose
cutor, or of the defendant or defendants, to award a writ or writs of 
mandamus, requiring the ch^i^e^ justice and judges of the said Supreme

Court

’ LAWS.

1813.
5.3 Geo. 3, 

c.155, §120.

1773.
13 Geo. .3, 

c. 171, 
§ 39.

§40.
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Court of Judicature for the time being, far 'the'jucg'es^^ of 'the MayofS 

1773'’ Court at'Madras, Bombay, or Bencoo^^i^^,''aa the cas'e'may requi'i^i^,’ 
13 Geo. 3 ' who are hereby respectively authorized and required 'accordingly to

c. 63«
§ 40.'

hold a court with all convenient speed for 'the examination of wit
nesses, and receiving other proofs concerning the matters charged in ■ 
such indictments or informations respectively;' and in the mean titaie 
to cause such public notice to be given of the holding the saiii’conrt, 
and to issue such summons or other process a's mtiy be requisite for 
the attendance of witnesses, and of the agents or counsel of all or any ' 
of the parties resjiectively, and to adjourn from time to time as occa
sion may reqt^ii^^; and, such examination as aforesaid shall be then 
and there openly and publicly taken viva voce in the said court, upon 
the respective oaths of witnesses, and the oaths of skilful interpreters, 
administered according to the forms of their several relig^i^i^s; and 
shall, by some sworn officer of such court, be reduced into one or more ‘ 
writing orwriltings oil parchment, in case any duplicate or duplicates 
should be required by or on behalf of any of the parties interested, and 
shall be sent to his Majesty, in his Court of King’s Bench, closed up, 
and under the seals of two or more the judges of the' said court, 
and one or more of the said judges shall deliver the same to the agent 
or agents of the party or parties requiring the same?; which said agent 
or agents (or, in case of his or their death, the person into --vhose 
hand the same shall come) shall deliver the same to one of the clevl^^' 
in court of his Majesty's Court of King's Bench, in the public office,'' 
and make oath that he received the same from the hands of one or 
more of the judges of such court in India (or if such agent be CchC, in ’ 
what manner the same came into his hand^); and that the same has 
not been opened or altered since he so received it (which said oath 
such clerk in court is hereby authorized and required to administ(^i^): 
and such depositions, being duly taken and returned, according to 
the true intent and meaning of this act, shall be allowed and read, and 
shall be deemed as good and competent evidence as if such witness 
had been present and sworn and examined, viva voce, at any trial for 
such crimes or misdemeanors as aforesaid, in his Majesty’s said 
Court of King’s Bench, any law or usage to the cont^^ry notwith
standing ; and all parties concer^ied shall be entitled to take copies of 
such depositions at their own costs ' and charges. ’

Offences coi^r^utt(^d hy the Chief Justices or Judges.
(9) And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in

case the said chie;f justice or judges of the said Supreme Court of- 
Judicature, or any of them for the time being, shall commit any 
offence against this act, or be guilty of any corrupt practice, ■ or-other.i 
crime, offence, or misdemeanor in the execution of their respective ' 
offices, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty's said Cou^t'of 
King’s Bench in England, upon ' an information or indictment laid or. 
exhibited in the said court .for sudi -crime, offence, or misdemeanor, 

'' ' ' . upon
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law;?... 
1773.

13 G«o;3,, 
‘ c. 63, ' 

§ O-'

upon m^i^it^n-to be.mode in the said court, to award such writ or, 
writs of mandamus as aforesaid, requiring the Governor-general in 
council of the . said United Company’s settlement at Fort William., ; 
aforesaid, who are hereby respectively authorized and required ac- 
cordinj^ily to assemble themselves in a reasonable time, and to cause 
all such proceedings to be had and made as hereinbefore respectively 
directed and prescribed . concerning the examination of witnessies; and 
such examination, so taken, shall be returned and proceeded upon in 
the same ■ manner, in all respects, as if the several dirtjctions herein
before prescribed and enacted in that behalif w'ere again repeated.

Examination of Witnesses in India in case Proceedings in Parliame^it.
(10) And be iteurtlujr- i^naett^tl lay tlie autht^rity aforesoie, rdat in

all cases of proceedings in Parliamebt rouchibg any offences ageibsr 
rais act, or eby other offences commitiee in India, it saall ■ and may 
be lawful for tae Lord High Chancellor, or Speaker of the House of 
Lords, and also the Speaker of the House of Commons for the time 
being, in like mebner to issue his or their warrant or warrants to the 
Governor-geberal and council of rae said Unired Company’s presi- 
eebcy at Fort-Williara, and to the caief justice and judges of the said 
Supreme Court of Judicature, or the judges of the Mayor’s Court at 
Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, as the case may require, for the 
examinatiob of witnies!^i^^; abe such examination shall be reiurbee to 
the said Lord High Caancellor, or Speaker of the House of Lords, or 
to the Speaker of the House of Commons respectively, and pr(^ceedee 
upon in the same mabber, in all respects, as if the several eir^ctiobs 
aereibbefore prescribed and enactee in rhat . beaallS were egaib parti
cularly rcp^^l^^rl; and every such examibetion returned eiraer to the 
Lord Chancellor, or Speaker of rae House of Lords, or to iae Speaker 
of the House of Commons, as aforesaie, saell be deemed good and 
comperenr evidence, and shell be allowed and read in bora Houses 
of Paril£^tne^bi, or either of them respecrively, as occasion may re
quire, ■ any law or usage to rae conirary borwirastanding. .

No Pr^c^ceedings in Parliament to be discontinued any Pi^or^ogation.
(11) And ^hwhes, by b^he i^sag£; t^nd euslom of I^arlisunant, r,o 

proceedings by bill in Pauliamenr have cIniibuance from one session 
to anIrheu, and waereas it would be impt^i^t^ticable that tae examina
tion taken upon such warrant, as aforesaid, could ever be reiurnee 
witain the oudinauy length a session of Pariii^t^^I^t; be it enactee 
by the autaorirh afoi•esaid, that from and after the first day of No
vember,- one' thousabd seven hundree and sevenh^-1raree, ■ no pu(^ceed- 

' ings in Parliament rIucaing abh offence commirree, or to be conmirtee 
in Ineia, wherein such weuranr as aforeseie saall have been issued, 
saell be discobtinued by abh prouIgatiIb or eissIluriIn of the Par- 
liamebr, but raat such proceedings may be resumed and pr(^l^eeeee,, 
upon in a ■subsequent session,, or in .a subsequebt Parliament^ in eiiheu
.. House

§ 42.

§ 43.
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House of -parliament, - in like mabbsr, to - all ibtt>bta anh - pudpasssl ■ i^s 
they might have besb in the coudse of ens anh the same asssiob, any 

13Ge<).' 3 law, usage or custom to -the contdary botwithstabhieg. ■■
c. ,63.

liA#S.
' 1773.

§ 45.

§ 44.

1784.
24 Geo. 3, 

c. 25, 
§ 64.

Depositions not to be allowed as Evidence in Caj^^^al Cases, except.ing in
. E^a^rl^^ame^^t. .

(12) ‘Providedli^(^ver^the!ess, and.be b enact^ec^, that n^ch tie
positions, taken aeh dstudbsh as afodssaih by vidtue of this act, shall 
be alloweh or psdniitteh to be given in eviheece in any capital cases, 
othsd than such as shall be pdocssesh against in Padliainent; any 
thing in this act cobtaibeh to the contdady botwithstaehibg•

. Writs Mandamus in Civil Cases.
(13) Anh whereas bis Majesty’s subjects are liable to be hefeateh of 

theid several rights, titles, hebts, hues, hemanhs or suits, for which 
they have cause arising in Inhia against other subjects of his Ma
jesty ; now, for preventing such failure of justice, be it fudthsr ebactse 
by the authority aforesaih, that when anh as often as the saih Ubitse 
Company, or any person or psrsebs whatsoever, shall commence anh 
presscuts any actieb or suit, in law or equity, for which cause hath 
arisen, or shall hsdsafted arise in Inhia, against any othed psdseb or , 
psdsobs whatever in any of his Majesty’s ' courts at • Westminsted, it 
shall anh may be lawful for such court dsspsctively, upon motion 
ehers to be mahe, to provide- anh awarh such writ or writs, in the na
ture of a manhamus or commissien, as afodesaih, to the chief justice 
anh juegsa of the saih supreme Court of -Juhicatude for the time 
being, or the juhges of the Mayor’s court at Mahras, Bombay, of 
Bsncoolen, as the case may dequide, - for the examinatien of witnessss 
as afod^^^iih; anh such sxaminatiob being huly ■ deturbsh, shall be 
alloweh anh reah, anh shall be hsemsh gooh anh compstsnt svieebcs 
at any trial or hearing - bstwesb the parties in such cause .od action, in 
the same maensr in all - dsspscts as if the several hidsctions hereind 
before prescdibeh anh sbactsh in that beha^^ were a^ain depeateh.

E^storti^on and other M^c^meanors. Persons holding Office in India may 
be proceeded against by his Maje^^^y s Attorney-General, or others.

(14) Anh whedeas it woulh conhuce to .ehs bsttsd gevsdbmebt, ma- 
bagemene anh oresding of the tedritodies, posssssions, rsvebusa anh 
Ce)^mltdce of the saih Uniteh - Company, if some more effectual ceudss 
than the commeb law hath pdeviesh were heviseh, for the pdosecuting 
anh bringing to speehy anh cebhign punishment psdsebs guilty .of the 
■crims of extertion, anh other misesmeabors, committeh in the East
Inhiss by British subjects holhing e^f^css or employments there ubesd 
his Majesty, his hsida or succsssors, or unher the saih Uniteh Com
pany }' be it thsrefode snacteh by the authodity aforesaih, that it Siall 
anh may be lawful to anh for- - the corensr- anh attedbey of eud.Ledh 
the King; in -the Court of King’s-Bench, -by rule of the • Court of

■ King’s-
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King’s-Bench, .to be obtained upon motion to be made for that pur- <^i,AWS. 
pose, at the instan<ce of . any person or persons (and which rule . the

_ said court is hereby empowered to grant at their discretion, if the 
magnitude and circumstances of the case shall appear to , the ^aid 
court to render it proper), or for his Maji^^'sty’s attorney-general, or 
for . the Court of Di^^’ectors or Court of Proprietors of the said United 
Company,' in the nam^ of the said United Company, to exhibit in the 
Said Court of King’s-Bench an information against any such person 
for any such . offence as aforesaid • committed after the fir^t day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five ; whereupon the 
said court shall and may, at the instance of the prosecutor, cause the 
party against whom such information shall have been exhibited as 
aforesaid to be attache^d,' and may and shall order him to stand com
mitted . to the prison of the Marshalsea, or to the Tower of London, 
or ' to the gaol of Newgate, at the discretion of the said court, there 
to be detained until he shall be delivered by due course of law, or 
until he, together with two . suffiicient sureties, shall have entered into 
a recognizance unto the King’s Majesty, his heirs and successors, in 
Such sum of money, and with such condition for his appearance, and 
for satisfying the judgment to be pronounced in and upon such in
formation, as to the said court in its discretion shall seem ; and 
when the defendant shall have appeared and pleaded to the said in
formation, the ' chii^lf justice, or some of the justices of the said Court 
of King’s-Bench, shall, within ten days (unless any mandamus shall 
be granted for the examination of witnesses as hereinafter provided, 
upon a motion to be made within a time to be limited by the said 
Court of King’s-Bench for that purpose), deliver the record of the 
said information and plea to the Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for the custody of 
the Great Seal of Great Britain, who shall thereupon issue a com
mission under the said Great Seal, in manner hereinafter provided.
If any person 

accused shall 
neglect to ap
pear, the in
formation shall 
pi^oceed notwith- 
standing«

■^84. 
.24 3,

• e. 25, 
§ 64.

§ 65.(15) And be it further enacted, that if any person or 
pcrsons against whom any information shall be ■ ex
hibited under the authority of this act shall neglect or 
rt^^^sg, within such respective times as si,all be, allowed 
to him or them for those purposes, by the rules or ac
cording to the discretion of the said court, to appear

and plead not guilty to such information, it shall and may be lawful 
for his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor, to cause an 
appearance, and the plea of not guilty, to be entered for such person 
or per^<^i^s?; and the said information shall thereupon proceed as if the 

■ party or parties had appeared, and pleaded not guilty thereto.

Evidence of Bonds and Deeds.
(16) And whereas great difficulties, expense and 

delay often arise in giving proof in Great Britain of the 
execution of bonds, and other deeds and writings

executed

1766.
26 Geo. 3, 

c. 57, 
§38.

Bonds executed 
in the East-Iu- 
dics stiall be cvi- 
dc^(te iu Britain,
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East-Indies; and the like dififii^ulties,. expense nnd . hand-writing of i1 "^my' ~
26 Ge0'3 delay also -^STrse in giving proo^ in the East-Indies of the parties.

c. 57, ’ ’ ........................................................................................ '
§ 38i •

'1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. ^^5, 
§ 103.

§ 115.

the execution of bonds, and other deeds and writings executed and 
witnessed by persons resident in Great Bri^^iii; for remedy thereoif 
be it enacted, that whenever any bond,, or other deed or wrii^ii^j^,.’ 
executed in the East-Indies, and attested by any person or persons 
resident there, shall be offered in evidence in any of the courts,.of 
justice in Great Britain, it shall be sufficient to prove, by one .or more.,- 
credible witness or witnesses, that the name or names subscribed n>r. 

' such bond, deed,'or writing, purportinig to be of the hand or hai^i^Ss,, 
writing of the obliger or obligers to such bond, or of the party .or., 
parties to such deed . or writing, is or are of the proper hand-writing . 
or hands-writing of such obliger or obligers, party or parties res
pectively, and that the name or names set and subscribed of the 
witness or witnesses attesting the execution of the same respectively, 
is or are of the proper hand or hands-writing of the witness or wit
nesses so attesting the same, and .that such witness or witnesses is or 
are resident in the East-ln^ii^s!; and in like manner all courts o’. 
justice in the East-Indies shall admit the like p^^o^ of the execution 
of bonds and other deeds and writings executed in Great Britain, - 
and witnessed by any person or persons resident in Great Bril^t^in; 
and such proofs shall be deemed and taken to be as valid and suffi
cient evidence of the due execution of such bonds, and other deeds 
and writings, as if the witness or witnesses thereto was or were dead.
Mlisdemeanors abo'ee One Hundred Miles Presidency.

(17) For misdemeanors committed by British subjects more than
one hundred miles from a presidency, informations may be filed ex 
officio and pr(^^^lEcuied as in the Court of King’s-Bench in Englt^nd^,— 
(Vide Brit^i^sh Subjects, p. 118.) -

Fo^geiry punishable with Transportation.
(18) And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons within 

the local limits of the criminal jurisdiction of the said courts, or if any 
person or persons personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of the 
said courts, at any place in the East-Indies, or at any place between 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan, ' where the said 
Company shall have a settlement, factory, or other establishment, shall 
falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause or procure to be , 
falsely made, forged, counterfeited, or altered, or willingly 'act or assist 
in the false making, forging, counterfeiiiDg, .or altering any deed or any ■ 
written instrument, for the conveyance of any property or interest in 
any land, house, or goods, or for securing the payment of money, 'or 
any will, testament, bond, writing obligatory, bill of exchange, pro-' ' 
missory note for payment of money, or any indorsement or . assign- u 
ment of any bill of exchange or promissory note for the payment of' - 
money, or any acceptances- of any bill of exchange, or any acquittanice ’■>

- ■■ or
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or -receipt, either for money or goods, or any accountable receipt of any 
note^^- bill,- or other security for payment of money, or any wairrant or 
order ^r payment of money or deliv^iry of goods, with intention to 
defraud any person whatsoever, or any corporation, or shall utter or 
publish as true, or sell, offer, or dispose of, or put away, within the 
limits aforesaid, any false, forged, counterfeited, or altered deed, writ- 

■ ten instrument for the conveyance of property or interest in any land, 
house, or goods, or for securing the payment of money, or any will, 
testament, bond, - writing obligatory, bill of exchange, promissory note 
for payment of money, indorsement or assignme^nt oT any bill of 
exchange or promissory note for the payment of money, acceptance of 
any bill of exchange, acquittance, or receipt, either foir money or goods, 
accountable receipt for any note, bill, or other security for payment of 
money, warrant or order for payment of money or delivery of goods, 
with intention to defraud any person or any corporation, knowing the 
sapie to be false, forged, counterfeited, or altered, it shall and may be 
lawful for the court before which any such person or persons shall be 
convicted of any such o^^nce by due course of law, to order and 
adjudge that such person or persons shall be transported to such place 
beyond the seas, and for such teimi of years, as the said court shall 
direct.

Gifts, CoTmpany's Servants or others receisuing any, to be deemed a 
Mlisdemeanor.

(18) - Receiving gifts to be deemed a misdemeanor.
(19) The Court may order gitts to be restored, and tines_to be given

the prosedutor.—(Vide Servants, Civil and Military, p. 631.) ' -

. Loans, and Interest: on.
(20) No person to take above tivelve perc^ent.• Persons by dovin 

eccepting loans, shell torteit tor every ottende treble the value, &c.
(21) From 1st Deeember 1797, no British subjedt to lend mopey

to or ,raise loenh tor netive princes, without donsent ot the Court ot 
Diredtors or the Governor in coupciI.—(Vide Loans, p. 435.) ■

Neglect of Court's Orders, and Offfice obtained by corrupt means. 
Misdemeanors.

(22} Neglect to execute the orders ot the Directors, &c. to 
deemed a miseemeenor, as also any corrupt bargain tor giving
or obtaining eny employment.—(Vide Servants, Civil and Military, 
p. 633.)

RAWS. '

1813. ,
53 Gei^.-3^ 

: c. l.SA,

1793,'
'33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, § 62.
§ 63,

1773i.
13 Geo. .3, 

C. 63, § so.
179*^,

37 Geo 3, 
c. 142;

§ 28, 29.

be - 
up 1793.

.33 Geo. 3,
c. 52, 

§ (^5 1^3.
' ' Perjury.
(28) And l^e b; furtUer enat^ted, tliat; if anypersen or p^rsens whom

soever shall be dopvidted ot making e telse oath, toudhirg, ery ot the 
matters directed oe requiree by'this act to be testified on oath, sucTi 
person or persons so donvidted as enoreheid shall be deemed guilty ot 
pet}ur;^^end shall be liable to the pains and penalties to which persons 

, guilty

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 15.5, 
§ 122. '
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1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c, 1,55, 
§ 122.

§ 114.

1793.
,33 Geo. ,3, 
c. 52, § 45.

§46.

guilty of perjury are liable by any law- in-foroe- in ■ that part of the said 
United Kingdom called Englai^d; and if _ any . person shall corruptly 
procure or suborn any other person or.persons to, swear falsely in any 
such oath, such person, being duly convicted of such procuring and 
suborning, shall for every such offence incur and suffer such penalties, 
forfeitures, pains, and disabilities, as persons convicted of perjury are 
respectively liable unto, by any law in force in the said part - of the 
United Kingdom called England. ,

Stealing Chases in Action. ■
(24) And whereas it is expedient, for the protection of property and 

trade in the East-I^n^dieS, that the stealing or taking by robbery of 
securities for the payment of money within the East-Indies should 
be made felony, and should be punishable as fel^^jy; and also, that 
further provisions should be made for the punishment of the ' crimes of 
forgery, and of uttering forged instruments, and of counterfeiting the 
current coin, and uttering such counterfeit coin, in the East-Indkei; 
be it therefore enacted, that if any person or persons within the local 
limits of the criminal jurisdiction of any of his Majesty's courts at 
Fort-William, Fort St. George, Bombay, ' or Prince of Wales’ Island, 
or if any person or persons personally subject to the jurisdiction of 
any of the said courts, at any place in the East-Indies, or any place 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan, 
where the said Company shall have a settlement, factory, or other 
establishment, shall steal, or take by robbery, any bond, bill of ex
change, promissory note, treasury note, banker’s note, order, acknow- 

^edjg'ment, or other security or warrant for the payment of money, 
or entitling any person to the payment of money, being the property 
of any other person or persons, or of any corporation, notwithstand
ing any of the said particulars are termed in law a chose in action, 
it shall be deemed and construed to be felony, of the same nature 
and in the same degree, and with or without the benefit of clergy, . 
in the same manner as it w:>i^ld have been if the offender had stolen 
or taken by robbery any other goods of like value with the money 
due on such bond, note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant or 
other security respectively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsa
tisfied ; and such offender and offenders shall suffer such punishment 
as he, she, or they would or might have done, if he, she, or they had 
stolen other goods of the like value with the monies due on such bond, 
note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant, or other security respec
tively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsatisffi^id; any law to the 
contrary ther^<^if in anywise notwithstanding.

Suspected Persons engaged in Illicit Correspondence.
(21)) Governor-general may issue his warrant for the apprehension 

' of persons suspected of carry ing on illicit correspondence, &c.
(26) Governor c^lT MaMad ^nd I^dmbm' almH have ve like pow<^rs— 

(Vide (governments in India, p.400.)
Trading
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Trading clandestinely Or unde-r the au1:h(^iit^iy oj^Foreign Powers.
{27) And be it further enacted, that no person being a subjicct of 

his Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great Britain, 
or any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, shall procure, 
solicit for, obtain, or act under any commission, authority or pass, 
from any foreign prince, state, or potentate whatsoever, to sail, go, 
or trade in or to the said East-Indies, or any of the parts afor^i^^iil; 
and every such person who shall offend therein shall incur and for
feit for every offfence f.ve hundred pounds, one-haljf part of which 
penalty shall belong to such person or persons as shall inform or sue 
for the same, and the other hal^ to the said United Comj^E^niy; and if 
the said United Company shall inform or sue for the same, then the 
whole of the said penalty shall belong to the said Company.

(28) Provisions against clandestine traders not repealed by opening 
the trad^.—(Vide Bri^t^sh Subjects, p. 109.)

, Vnlicenseid Persons.
(29) Unlicensed persons trading to or going within the limits of the

Company’s charter, otherwise than as allowed by this act, shall be 
subj'ect to all the penalties imposed on illicit traders. •

(30) Provision for summary conviction and punishment British 
subjects being in India without license, or exceeding the terms of their 
license.

(31) Persons residing in India without license ^^^be sent home, 
without being afterwards prosecuted.—(Vide Briti^sh Subjects, p. 109.)

L'AWS.

1793’.
33 Geo. 3, 
c.5e,§ 136.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

C8O, § 17.

181,3.
53 Geo, .3, 

c. 155, § 4O.

§ 101.

§104.
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PARLIAMENT.

The Parliament in 1698 empowered his Majesty King 
W^illiam III. to grant to the English East-India Company 
the charter bearing date the 5th of September . of that year, 
which charter is the foundation of the privileges and immu
nities enjoyed by the present United East-India Company.

The existing laws which have been subsequently passed 
for the government of the Company’s affairs, are contained 
under the different heads treated of in this work. Those 
which require certain accounts and statements to be laid before 
Parliament, and The Speaker to give notice of the expiration 
of the period to which the Company’s exclusive privileges have 
been extended, will be now given : such laws being preceded 
by • an account of the leading points connected with the 
Company, which have been noticed in Parliament from the 
year 1767, when their affairs formed the subject of discus
sion and regulation.

The differience of opinion v/hich arose between the Court 
of E^^rectors and the Proprietors of East-India Stock, on the 
subject of increasing the dividends, was productive of conse
quences which were then little foreseen or expected. On the 

1767. 24th September 1767, a message in writing wtxs sent to the 
Court .of Di^rect^ors from the First Lord of the Ti-easury, in
timating that it was very probable the Company’s affairs 
might be taken into considerj^t^tc^n; therefore, from regard to 
the welfare of the Company, and in order that they might 
have lime to prepare their papers for the occasion, they 
were informed that Parliament would meet some time in 
November. '

In tlie early part of the session, a committee was appointed 
to inquire into the state of the Company. After several 

warm
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warm debates, copies of the Company’s charters, their treaties 1767. 
with, and grants from . the country powers, together with 
their letters to and from their servants in India, and • the 
state of their revenues, were ordered to be laid before the • 
House. In the course of the rigorous scrutiny which took 
place, an-order was made for printing the East-India papers. 
The Court of Directors presented a petition, setting forth the 
great injury it would be to the Company, and the many ill 
consequences that might attend the printing of the private 
corres^pondence between them and their servants. A motion . 
was accoirdin^ly made to ..discharge the former order, on which 
a debate ensu^id: it was at last agreed that the private cor
respondence should not be printed. -In the' course of the 
discussion that followed, questions of much moment arosie; 
amongst others, the right of the Company to their territorial 
possessions. It was argued that they had no right by the 
charters to any conquest; that such possessions in the hand^s, of 
a tradinjg corporation were improper and dangerous ; and that 
even if it were legally and politically right that they 'should 
hold those territories, yet the vast expenditure of Government 
in . the protection of the Company, gave it a fair and-equitable 
right to the revenues arising from the conquests. Those who. 
maintained the rights of the Company, denied that the crown . 
had . made any reservi^t;ion of such acqu^^itii^i^^: that it was a 
dangerous infringement on property and public faith to ques
tion them, as the Company had purchased its charters from 
the public, which charters were confirmed by Parliament: 
that if the crown had any right to the possessions of the 
Company in India, the courts were open for the trial of the . 
claim; that the House of Commons was not by constitution 
the interpreter* of the laws, or the decider of legal rights ; 
that it would be of the most . fatal consequence to the liber
ties of Great Britain, if ever they should assume it; that 
as to the equitable right pretended from the expenses incurred 
by Government, the Company stood as fair in that light as 
the crown, they having expended much greater sums in 
acquiring the disputed territories and revenues. The point 
was frequently debated, but the House appeared di^(|||||»»..-d

to
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1^6?.•? to the determination' of a question' 'teeming with' stich important 
consequences. . * ' ' . ' ' '

The Chancellor of the Exchequer* declared fully against the 
' trial ' of such a right in such a court as the House ' of Commons,

and ' strenuously recommended an a^^cable ' agreement with 
the Company. ' ■ . ■ ■

In the -month of 'May, a petition was . p^resented ' to Parlia
ment, subniii^t^i^i^jg - proposals for the Company's property in 
the ' new acquisitions for three years. The p^roposals were 
acceded to by Parliament, and an act was passed limiting 
the agree^^nt to two> instead of three years. (7th Geb. 
cap. -57.) - - . '

In the same sessio^n^ two other acts wi'e pa^i^i^d; one regu
lating the qualification of proprietors of East-India ' stock, and 
the ' other- limiting the rate of dividen^-f to - be declared by the 
Com'pany. - '

1768. In 1768, a further act was- passed restra^n-in^g 'the increase of
dividends - for another year, though not ^^thout- great opposition 
in the two ' houses, as well as strong appeals ' frbni fhC East- 
India Company. '

1769. In 1769, the war in the Carniatic, and the mode in which it 
was conducted, created general alarm 'at - home, notwithstand
ing the production of the despatches from India^ which shewed 
that it was attended with' no real danger to ' the British int^e^-' 
rests. General complaints having reached the Court of Di^rec- 
tors, - of the abuses and misma:^i^^em^nt of the Company's 
affairs in India^ they resolved on the appointm'ent of three 
g^e^nt^l^e^men of character as supervisors, to' inquire into and 
rectify the concerns of every department - in' that country. A 
further agreement was at the same time entered into between 
the public ' and the' Company, for the ' term of*five years; and 
an act accordingly-passed, 9th - Geo. IV; cap. 24, by which 
the Company were to continue to pay to the^' public- the annual 
sum- of £^4^00,000, and to export during that term British 
g^oods equal ih 'value on an ' average to those exported annually 
for the preceding five yearis;- if any surplus - cash -of the Com
pany - re^^^nied - after the payment - of certain ^^i^^ified'debts, 
it vMlflH^be lent to the public at two per Cent^i' ';

■ - ■ i .... -f . ; S. J- . • .
• Lord North. f Kidt L^rru^i^i^ds a^i^d l^idhtU

I ' ' f
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A bill brought in that session, to enable ■ the East-India 
Company more effectually to raise and support a military force 
for their ■ si^i^-^^ce in India.^- was. lost on the third -readi^i^n^..

On the 21st January 1772, his Majesty’s . speech on opening 
Parliament concluded with - the follo^ng pas^^ie;—•

“ The concerns of this cou^^ are so various and extensivift 
as to require the most vigilant and active.’ attention, and s^me 
of them . as well from remoteness of place as from other. cir
cumstances are so peculiarly liable to abuse!; and exposed to. 
danger, that the interposition, of the, legislature for their pro
tection - may . become necessary. . If in -,^1^3^,..such: Instancies, . 
either for supplying defects or remedying abuses, you shall 
find . it requisite to . provide any new laws, you may depend 
upon my. ready .concurrence in whatever. may . best contribute 
to the attainment of those. salutary ends.” , .

This was .considered as evidently alluding . to. . die East-India. 
Company. The- member -who seconded th^-;motion for .the 
address in the House of Commons expatiated upon the. sub^<^<^t, 
and hinted that new laws and regulations were necessary to. he 
made for the support of the Compan;y; that at present .they 
had not sufficient powers jn.their hands to. control their^.ser
vants, who made enormous .fortunes at the expense of their 
masters^ and were guilty of such exorbitancy -in other respects 
as to hazard the . total loss of the valuable possessions in - 
India. , , ,

On the 30th March, the Deputy Chairman of the East-India 
Company moved for . leave to b^^ng in .a bill for the better 
regulation of the Company’s servants and concerns in .India. 
The bill was lost . on the ■ second reading ; and as a . select 
committee of thii-ty-one members was appointed by the House 
on the 13th of April, to inquire into the stat^. of the Com
pany’s affairs, all further measures for establishing regulations 
were postponed until the following .session. . , ; .

On the meeting of Parliament, which was . summoned .earlier 
than usual for the purpose of enabling them to enter on a 
consideration of the affairs of India, a secret committee con- 
s^^tiing of thirteen members^ chosen by ba^l^c^tt was appointed 
to inquire into the Company’s . affaii^r., . The select committee 
of tliirty-one members before adverted to was also re-appoint

' ■ ' ed.

.1769.«

1772.
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1772. ' ed. ■ The secret committee, in a report which they very ■ shortly

submitted • to the House, recommended that a bill should 
be. brought in to restrain the Company from sending out 
another ■ commission of supervision. After considerable dis
cussion, a bill to that effect was passed in De^t^e^mber 1772.

1773. In 1773, ■the ■Company presented a petition praying relielj
soliciting a ■ loan of' £^1,500,000 for four years ■ at four per cent. 
Various questions arose, and repeated discussions took place 
regarding the ■ Company. The House having been occupied 
for about two months on their affairs, the minister .moved . 
for lea^^: to bring -in a bill upon ■ ’w^iich ■ was founded the' 
Regulating, Act;. of 1773, establishing the Gove^i^nor-^C^t^i^t^i^al ' 
and Council, and 'the, Supreme Court of Judicature at Cal
cutta ; also regulating the qui^l^l^icat:ion of ■ voters, and pl'e- 
scribing the mode in which the, Ol^e^l^iion of ^i^rectors was in 
future to 'take ■ place. " '

The most severe strictures.were passed, in the reports from ' 
the Select Committee, upon'-the conduct of many of ,the gen
tlemen concerned in the affairs which were touched upon; 
and to which the distresses of the Company were .mainly to' 
be ascribed. The chairman of the committee, after adverting 
to those points, . proposed the following resolutions, which ,were'' 
agreed to. .

“ That ,all 'acquisitions made under the influence of a mili
tary force, or by treaty v.'ith foreign princes, do of right 
belong to the state. ,

2. “ That , to appropriate acquisitions so made to the private 
emolument of ■ persons entrusted , with any civil or military ' 
power of the state is illegal.

3. “ That very great sums of money and other valuable ■
property, have been acquired , in Bengal, from princes and 
others of that country, by persons entrusted, with the military 
and civil powers of the state by means ' of such powers, which 
sums ■ of money ■ and valuable property have, been appropriated 
to the, private use of such persons.” '

In the , spirit of those resolutions, the following motion 
was put and carried, viz, “ that Lord Clive, about the' 
time of ' deposing Serajah Dowlah, and the establishing of' 
Meer Jaf^ser, did obtain and ■ possess liimselif of 'several sums-' 

under
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un^er ' the denomination of pi-ivate donation, which sums were 

of the value in English money of £2^3^4,000.” It was then 
moved, “ that Lord Clive did in so doing abuse the power with 
which he was entrusted, to the evil example of the servants of 
the public.” Another motion, made at near four in the 
morning, “ that Lord Clive did at the same time render great 
and meritorious services to this country,” being carried, put 
an end to the , inquiry. .

In 1774, a bill was passed to enable the E^^l^-l^ndia Com
pany to export tea to all places duty free. This measure had 
special reference to our American colonies, where threepence per 
lb. was imposed on- all tea imported, although the duty on the 
st^e^^ral other ,articles mentioned in the bill of 1770, levied to 
raise a revenue in those colonies, was repealed. So fully , were 
the colonists persuaded that the measure was intended - to 
establish a revenue, that -the, scheme failed through the deter
mined opposition which was offered to the ' landing teas at 
Boston, New York, and in South Carolina. - ■

In -1777, the proceedings of Lord Pigot, the , governor of . 
Madras, against the Rajah of Tanjore, attracted the attention- 
of Parliament. The Court of Proprietors of East-India 
Stock having adopted^ by the - ballot, on the 9th of May,- 
by a major^i'ty of ninety-seven (the numbers being 414 to 317) 
three res^^uti^i^^^; the first, ordering home Lord Pigot from the 
government of Madras, for an inquiry into his condut^t;; the two 
others ordering home his friends in council and the whole - body 
of his enemies Governor Jdhnstone, on the 22d May, in 
the House pf Commons, proposed several resolutions, upon 
which, had they been carried, - it was his intention to have 
founded a bill for the better securing our settlements in the- 
East-Indies. The resolutions went to a strong approbation of - 
his Lordsh:ip’s conduct as governor, and to annul,the resolution 
for his recall. Tlie business was wariply taken up by the Op
position. In -support of the motion for recall, it was insisted 
that Lord Pigot had been guilty of a breach of the late re
gulating act;; that his conduct was reprehensible in other re
spects; that the seizure and confinement of that nobleman, and 
the total subversion of all legal government by the majority of 
the council, were also matters deserving of the utmost censu;^(3;

2 L that

1773.

1774.

1777

    
 



5146 PA Rlil AMEN^T^.

1777;; tiiat'in such circumstances, where-charges were made and faidts 
must be acknowledged on all side^;^, nothing could be more 
right and equitable, than to bring all the parties to Eng;land, 
where only a just and impartial inquiry into their conduct 
could ■ take place. The question, on the resolutions being put 
at one in the morning, • after a very violent and acrimonious- 
debate, was rejected by a majority of ninety-seven to sixty-seven.

1779. On the 16th April 1779, the House being in a committee on 
India aftaii^^^,'Admiral Pigot entered into ' a detail • of the causes 
which led to, and the circumstances attending the appointment of 
his brother, the late Lord Pigot, to the government of Madras, 
and concluded by a motion for • an address, praying his Majesty 
would •be graciously pleased to give directions to his Attorney
general to prosecute George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles 
Fl oyer and George Mackay, Esqrs., for ordering the governor 
and commander-in-chief. Lord Pigot, to be arrested and con
fined under a milita^ force. The motion was carried.

1780. On the 21st March 1780, the minister informed the House 
that the East-India Company not having made such proposals 
for the renewal of their charter as he had deemed satisfactory, 
he -should move the House for the Speaker to give the three 
years’ notice ordained by the Act of Parliament previous to the 
dissolution of theif charter, on the 5,th April 1783.' Mr. Pox 
and Mr. Burke strongly and animatedly opposed the- 
sure. Mr. Fox asked the minister, whether he was not content 
with having lost America ? whether he could point out a single 
good whichthe- motion was capable of producing, or wished to 
behold scenes of anarchy,- confusion, distress and ruin, which

, his idle and impotent' threat - might produce in the Company’s 
possessions and affairs in India. Mr. Burke ridiculed the idea 
of a new comps^in^'. he did not doubt that men would be found 
Weak and mad enough in the country to attempt such a -mea^, 
sure, but it could not fail to burst with ruin upon the adven
turers,- and -warned them not to throw away the Ea^t after the 
We^st, by being again led into another revenue chase. The 
minister observed, that the Company as established was the 
best medium pf drawing home- the revenues from Indii^-; that 
he did not wish to break with them: but if the Company were 
so - unreasonable and so thoughtless, as not to come to a fair

■ bargain
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barg^a^in^- with the public, a new company might be formet^ ?nd L7€JO1 
such measures adopted as would prevent or • remedy the ' evils 
threatened to the revenue. The notice was accordingly order
ed to be given.

In the following year the affairs of India attracted the 1781. 
particular attention of Parliament. The extensive juris
diction claimed and exercised by the Supreme Court at 
Calcutta, established under the act of ITTJ; the differences 
which had arisen between the Bench and the Government, and 
the ■ evils resulting to the Indian community from such a state 
of affairs, led to appeals to the authorities in Eur^j^«e; in con
sequence of which, on the 12th February 1781, General Smith 
moved in the House of Commons for a select committee of 
fifteen, to take into consideration the allegations, and to report 
thereon to the House.

On the 30th April, ■ on the motion of the minister, a secret 
' committee was appointed to inquire into the causes of the war 

in the Carnatic. They were authorized to sit in the India- 
House, to adjourn from time to time and place to place, as it 
suited their convenience, and to meet and pursue their inquiries 
during the recess of Parliament.

The committee which had been appointed to examine the 
petitions from Bengal on the subject of the ‘Supreme Court of 
Judicature, made their report on the 23d May, when a bill was 
brought in, modifying and explaining the powers of the Su
preme Court.*

Ithas already been remarked, that the minister carried a vote in 
the last session for giving three years' notice to the Company pre
vious to the dissolution of their charter oh the 5th April 1783. It 
was now considered time to bring the matter to some conclusion 
with the Com^i^i^jy; the result was, the introduction of a tem
porary bill, submitted to the House by the minister, allowing 
the Company for a limited term' to continue their exclusive 
trade to India,- to manage the territorial possessions there, and 
to receive the -revenues arising therefrom; which bill, along 
with the Bengal Judicature Bill; received the Royal ass^ent 
that session.

In
* Vide of Judicature.

2 l 2
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J lus.'^Iajesty’s speeqb pn,c^<?sii^j^,1:h«tse«^§iqn
on.-the . 18th July 1781, was - die folloiying pass^e : •, , f ,1] 

“ Your deliberations on the, aflairs-of the .East-India .
“ pany have terminated in such measures as will, I trust, prp-
“ duce great and essential advantage to my kingdom.”. , uj.it

1782. In 1782, the reports from the secret and select committees- 
of the House of Commons, relative to the affairs of the Gouirt 
pany,- were voluminous beyond example, and allowed, tot be; 
drawn up with the greatest ability and judgment. On .t^hei 
reports from the secret committee, the Lord Advocate ;of; 
Scotland, Mr. D^t^r^das, who was their chairman, moved, iii ■ 
the month of April, one hundred and eleven resol^ultit^ns; 
which were - divided into. three classes, «^(;h class consisting.' 
of three distinct heads. The first class regarded the . general . 
system of the government, censured the conduct of Mr, Has;-: 
tings and Mr. Hornhy, and declared jt to be -the duty of the' 
Directors to recall them. In consequence of this resolution : 
of the House of Commons, the Directors took the necessary 
steps for carryiing it into efifei^t; but on the 31st October, the,, 
orders of the Court . of D^irectors were rescinded - by the Pro# 
prietors by a large majority. n

The second and third classes related to the affairs of th&
Carnatic, and on these a bill of pains and penalties on.Siir 

I Tliomas Rumbold, J. Whitehill, and P. Perring, Esqrs., was 
brought in, for breaches of public trust ' and high crimes aiid 
misdemeanors. Little progress - was made that session, and thd 
unsettled state of affairs at the beginning, of 1783 preve^nte^d-' 
the House frmn taking it up till late in that year. On the 1st 
July, a motion was made and carried for adjourning the -fur* 
ther consideration of the bill to the 1st October, by which 
means the whole measure fell to the ground, and was never 
resumed. ,

- The resolutions - moved by General Smith, the chairman of 
the select committee, on . the 18th April 1782, were tei^'iin 
number. The first five -related to the misconduct of - the chaiw 
man of the Court o^ D^i^rectors, in having delayed -to , -transmit 
to- India the explanatory -act of 1781, which provides for ‘.thd 
relie:f of certain individuals, as -well as for the peopl-e at larger 
In consequence of-the proceedings - of the -Supreme Court, -the 

: three
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thi‘e^'^cillfeWiAg Hi^t^ings ail'd 'Sir . itHSf.! -
Elijah Impey; arid''hl ’̂lillg'''h^eeh agreed "o by the House, 'kfi* 
ad^iin^sWais presented tb 'his Majes^i^;r to 'rec'a^^l^' Sir Elijah Impey.

'Oh 'the 11th November 1783, Parliament' being ■ assembled, 1783-4. 
ministers were called upon to bring forward without delay 
some' plan ■ for securing and improving the advantages that 
might be derived from ■ our eastern possessions.• a plan, ■ 
vigorous and effectual, suited to the magnitude, the impor
tance, and the exigency ' of the case. Mr. Fox, 'in answer, to 
this requisition; informed the House that it was his intention on 
the Tuesday .following to bring forward a motion relative 'to 
thatt-obj^ec^; on which day Mr. Fox accordingly moved for . 
leavie to bring in two bills for . that purpose. These bills were 
subsequently incorporated into one, and formed the celebrated 
India Bill, which ended in the retirement of Mr. Fox -from ■ 
hisiMajesty’s councils, and the introduction of Mr. Pitt: who' 
in' I784, succeeded in passing 'through Parliament ' the bill upoh 
which ' the 24th Geo. Ill, cap. ' 25, was founded, first establish
ing the Board of Commissioners for ' the Affairs of India. The ■ 
whole of the . p^roceedings connected with that interest^^jg. 
measure will be found under Board of Commissioners, where^.' 
t^e 'objects of the two bills are described, and the di^srence 
pointed out, 
iiiln ,J785, a discussion arose between the Board of Com- 1785.

missioners and the Court of Directors, as to 'the instructions 
f^'amed by the latter to the Madras Government, respi^^^i^i^ig 
the mode of adjusting the claims on the Carnatic. Tlie pro-' 
ceedkigs will be found under the head of Carnatic Commis
sioners. ,

' ' On 'the' opening of the session of Parliament on the 24th of •; 1786. 
January .1786, Major Scott observing Mr. Burke 'in his place, 
begged to remind the House that Mr. Hastings had arrived 
in /England some months, ■ and he therefore called upon Mr,' 
Burke to ' produce the charges which he had pledged hinr^^.^:f 
to bring forward against Mi'.i Hastings, 'and to fix the. earliest 
day -possible, for the discussion of 'them. Mr, Burke replied, 
by relating an anecdote of Jtlie great Duke of Parma, who, 
beiinj'challenged by, Henry IV of France, to bring his 
forces into the open' field and instantly decide their disputed,

2 L 3 answered
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answered, with a smile, “ that he knew ver;^' well what he 
“ had to do,' and was not come so fat^- to be directed By an 
“ enemy.” On Friday the 17th Februarj', Mr. Burke brought 
the subject before the House of Commons, and moved for 
copies of all the; correspondence since the month-of January 
1782,. betv^een. Mr. Haatir^g^s and^- th^e Cc^v^rt, re^^ttv^v to pre
sents and oteee money particulnrly received by him.

On the 4th April, Mr. Burke, in his plnce, ceaegnd Mr. 
Hnstidgt with sundry high crimes and mitdemeanors, and d-li- 
veeed .at the table the nine first aeticlet, and ' the rntt in the 
course of oen following week, amounting in the weol- to 
twenty-two. On ten Ist May, Mr. Hntoings eend his dnf-dcn 
to oen House.

In ohit s-^sion, Mr. Dundas brought in oee bill to amend and 
explain oee ncO of 1784. It pnemitted oee of^ces of gov^(^I^doe- 
geneeal and commnnder•^:^:^■^l^leil^^ to' be united in the ttm- 
perton, should Vo be^' denmed expedii^rn;; and also enabled te- 
Governor-general to decide on any mnasuee, whnteee his 
counsel agrend with him or not.

In - 1787, Ohe House of Commons rntolved oeno Mr. 
Buekn, in the n^me of ohe House of Commodt and of all 
the Commons of Great’B^l•iOnid, “do go to oen bar of te- 
“ House of Lords, and impnnch W£^eenn H^nttidgt, Esquire, 
“ 'late GoVernor-Genneal of Bndgal, of eige crimes and mit- 
“ dem-adOes, and do acquaint the Lords, that ohe Commodt 
“ will, with ' all convenindt speed, nxerbit aeoicl-t of imp-nce- 
“ mndt n^aidtt him, and make the same good.” The majOTioy 
of ten House rmmediatnly attended Mr. Burke Oo ten bar of 
oen House of Pnnrt, wenee Mr. Buekn' solnmdly imrnnce-d 
Mr. HasOidgs, in ten above forim; who was deliv-red inio ie- 
custody of Black rod, and afteewaedt ndmioond io ba^^l-; e^mt-lf 
in £^S^C^,000, and two feiendt, Mnsses. Sullivan and Sumner,-' in 
£^20,000.- '

In 1788, oen dnclaentoey bill was brouget in by Mrj Piti, 
auteorizidg ten Board' of Commissiodeet Oo cnutn oo ■ -be de- 
ftnynd out of ten Indian rnvenun oen exr-dtns rncuered in 
mnidOaididg King’s troops ' in Iddia io the number ' of 10,727 
men. ' Contidnrabln opposioion was offneed io ' ien menture. A 
deoail 'will be found under Military Forces. •

On
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On -thcilst July -1789, Mr. ^^ndas rpered liis first In^ia ^1'7759. 

budget. The revenue of the - three presidencies were stated .-to 
'be'"“ ■ ,

Bengal.. 
Madras. 

Bombay

Total

d^;51^i^SS,0(^0
. 1,082,000
. 131,000 

^^6,395,000

.£^14^,128,776 

. 5,585,210 

. 3,352,875

By the accounts laid before Parliament in 1825, the revenues 
weir^':—

Bengal
Madras
Bonibi^jr

Totj^i. ,i^j^3,066,861

In 1790, some discussion took place in the House of Com- 1790. 
mons, on the measures adopted by Lord Cornwallis, as to the 
revenue and permanent settlement in Bengal.

In Dec^e^mber 1790, a motion was made by Mr. Hippesley 
, for copies of the correspondence relative to the attack of 
. Tippoo Sultaun on the lines of Ti^avancore, in consequence of 
the sale by the Dutch of the forts of Crana^gore and. ly^acottah 
to the Bajah ■ of Travancore. Mr. Hippesley, Mr.- Francis '

• and Mr. Fox, condemned the war; Mr. Dundas supported its 
necessity, contending that the war was well founded in policy 
and justice. Mr. Francis made a series of motions for papers, 
which were neg^atived.

On the 22d March 1791, the House of Commons, on .the 1791. 
motion of Mr. ^^r^das, resolved, “that it appears to .this House 
“ that the attacks made by Tippoo Sultaun on the lines of 
“ Travancore on the 29th December 1789, the 6th March, and

,■!“ 15th April 1790, were unwarranted and unprovoked infrac-.
. tions of the treaty of Mangalore of 10th March 1784, and 
. “ that the conduct of the Governor-General in determining to 

_ prosecute the war with vigour wa;s highly m^r^^orioi^s f ^^ho 
strongly approving of the treaties entered into with the- Nizam
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OH "the Ist'of June, the ’ M^^lirsttta&Ooi>*th«^=<ttil Jiily
r7£^(X ' In the H^ouse ' of ' Commons t^l^e* \wiA- '
oat' a division i in the ' Lords 'by slX^t^j^-lfilil* to ' twelve. /' * i

^‘In the' session of -1791, when the bill for settling' a ■ new eon J' 
stitutlon 'for Canada (acquired ' by Great E^i^;^1^£i«^; at 'the peace ■ 
of Paris -'in 1763) 'Wis brought under discussion, 'Mr. Fo;C took^* 
the'opportunity to eulogize the new constitution. I in France. 
On the next discussion of the measure, which took place ' o;rii' 
the 6th of May, Mr. Burke stated his decided opinion cone^l^n‘- 
ing the revolution ' in France, and the doctrines maintained hy- 
the advocates fpr that revolution. The difference -of ' senti-^ 
ments, and the warmth with which each party advocated the- 
principles they professed, led to a rupture between Mr. Fox: 
and Mr. Burke,' which continued during ' the remainder of their 
lives. ' ’ ■

In February and March 1792, the war with 'Tippoo formi^if 
again the- subject of discus^ii^n: a motion made for the jiro^ 
duction of papers 'was negatived. '

In February 1793, Mr. L^t^n^das, preparatory to the discus
sion on the renewal of the Company's exclusive privileges,’ laid 
before the House a full statement of the Company's affaitS 
at home and abroad, and submitted a series of resolutions 
founded thereon, which were agreed to by the House. '

On the 23d of April, the petition from the Company for i 
renewal of their charter was taken into consideration by 'hi 
committee of the whole House j when Mr. E^u^das ' insisted 
upon the policy of continuing the government in the hands of 
the Company, and proposed thirty-three resolutions, which 
were carried on the 2d May. On the 8th' of that month the 
whole were read, and a bill ordered to be brought in; On 
the 24th, Mr. Dundas, brought up ' several clauses, which' 'were 
agreed to and ' added to the bill, ' which was read a third time:' 
On ' the question “ that the bill do pass,” Mr. Fox entered 
into a discussion of the comparative merits of the bill and that 
which he had submitted to the House in ' 1783. Mr. Pitt drew 
very ' different conclusions from a similar comparative view of 
the different measures, and th'e bill passed.*

!in
* Vide Board oj" Cf^fmmis^oncrs annd Governments in
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•„Iii lf794s-ith© i^mpanyf-'were permitted (to- increase • ctbeir} 
capita^^: £^5^>000j^0^^» and to •issue ne^w. bonds for ££-0OO0,GOO>i^' t f 

■ In 1795, the trial of Mr. Hastings, W^ich had las^t^ed^i seve^D^> 
years, was. -brought • to a close. He was solemnly .acquitted, in 
the ■ most honourable manner of every charge brought against; 
him; put of twenty-nine peers who. .pronounced judgment on, 
the occasion, twenty-three declared him innocent. • Mr. Hast
ings’ law expenses, amounting to. £^71,080, were defrayed by 
the East-India Company, who likewise voted him an annuity .of 
£4,^00, which was continued until his decease in August 1818. 
It has been justly remarjked, • that he retired from the perilous 
situation in which he had so long'stood, with an injured con
stitution, but with a reputation not only unimpaired, but, 
notwithstanding. the indefatigable attempts to ruin him in the 
esteem of the public, confirmed and exalted. Mr. Hastings 
was raised to the .dignity of a Privy Counsellor in May 1814.
. In March 1799, Mr. D^undas brought forward the India 
Budget, and took occasion to advert to the . increase in the 
exports from India, and the necessity which .would arise for an 
extension of the means of b^^nging the same to British ports 
in British vessels.
,. On the 12th June . 1801, Mr. Dundas, as the last act of his In
dian administration, laid before the House of Commons, .in .a 
committee, a general view of the financial affairs of the Com
pany; and proposed various resolutions, which were passed 
without opposition. -

On the 12th November 1801, on the thanks of Parliament 
being proposed by Lord Hobart, in the House of Lords, to the 
army .employed in Egypt, his .Lordship took the opportunity of 
directing attention to the merits of the Marquis We^^^'^e^sley, ■ 

' whose foresig^l^it and wisdom had not only been manifested in. 
regard. of the most glorious achievements of the war in India, 
but had led him to conceive, that the . most beneficial services 
might be rendered to his country by detaching five thousand 
of .the troops who served at the siege of Seringapatam, under 
the .command of one of their most gallant generals, by the.. 
way of the Red Sea, to co-operate, with the British .army in 
Egy^tt , , ■ •

M94U

1795.

- ■ i
1799.

t

1801.
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1802. In 1802, Lord Cornwallis was nominated to ‘represent ■ the 
British nation at the negociation to be carried on at Amiens for a 
definitive treaty of peace between! the two nations. Considerable 
anxiety was manifested ■ for the conclusion of the treaty, and 
various questions were put to the minister in Parliament. One 
of- the propositions brought forward by Joseph Buo^n^aparte 
related to the augmentation of the French commerce and ter
ritory in India. Various papers were moved for in both houses 
previous to -the discussion ‘on the treaty, which wa^ fixed for 
the 18th May 1802. In the House of Commons, on the 12th 
May, Dr. Laurence moved for certain papers relative to India, 
including an account of the acquisitions made or pretended- to 

, be made by his most Christian Majesty on the coast ‘of Coro
mandel and Orixa, between the years IJ'^lS and 1763. Mr. 
Dundas opposed the motion; he remarked, that “ with regard 
to European powers, we could say freely and distinctly, we had 
gained our possessions in India by ' our - arms, and by our arms 
we would keep them. When he observed that we should not 
prevent - the French trading, he meant that he was not afraid of 
them as merd^t^a^lts; he was not unwilling to give them -a boon 
as such, but he did not think he was going too far in desiring 
to guard against that which he knew the -French had endea
voured to make, and will endeavour to make, if they see any 
probability of success—he meant an- encroachment on our - so
vereignty -in India. This they have done; and if an oppm-
nity offers, they will do, under the pretence of pursuing trade. 
They will ask to be allowed to ‘do a number of things for the 
purpose of carrying on trade, when their object will be to en
croach upon our sovereignty. It was in this way they endea
voured to encroach in J^^7, when they told us they could not 
recover their debts without a certain enlargement of poweir; 
we resisted that distinctly, and he hoped such would be the con
duct of this country ‘in future.” The very first article insisted 
upon by Lord Auckland in 1787, was, “ that nothing in the most 
distant degree touching our sovereignty in India, would on any 
terms -or conditions whatever be assented to on the part of this 
count’^jy; and he ' hoped it was not presumptuous in him to say, 
that he trusted his Majesty’s government would adopt the same 

principle,
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principle,, and .-stand.upon the same ground a» we did then; .1802. 
and if we do so, he would venture to say there would be, .no 
danger ; depart from that principle, and our sovereignty in 
India would be first undermined, then attacked, and perhaps 
overthrown. Having 'said thus much, he stated that he did . not 
think any disposition was, however, shewn on -the ' present occa
sion by France to encroach on our sovereignty in that country, 
and it would be time enough when they did . bring forward such 
claims to resist them.” Dr. Laurence’s motion wajs negatived 
without a 'division. Although the subject had undergone such 
frequent and lengthened preparatory discussions, the definitive 
treaty was debated in both houses with great earn^s^^i^i^i^js; that 
in the Lords taking place on the 13th May, the debate in the 
Commons occupying the 13th and 14th May. In the House of 
Lords the debate was opened by Lord Grenville. With regard 
to India, his Lordship observed, ' “ that we had added to France, 

' possessions of considerable - importance in that country, but had 
omitted to stipulate that they should not. be fortified. But,-what 
was of infinitely more importance^ opr right of sovereignty in 
India, so clearly and explicitly recognized and acknowledged 
by France in the year 1787, was set loose by the non-^rei^<^'wal 
of that treaty in the definitive articles, and once niore reduced 
to the form of a disputable claim,” His Lordship concluded by 
moving an address, in which it was proposed the House should 
declare it.could not conceal its awful apprehensions at consider
ing the situation which had been the result of the peace. Lord 
Pelham proposed an amendment, - approving of the treaty, . in 
which he was supported by Lord Mulgrave. Lord Auckland 
stated, that the subject which m,ost particularly induced him 
to -enter on the discussion, was the injury which might be pro
duced to our possessions in Jndia by the non-renewal of the

. convention of 1787. His Lordship pointed opt, that if. that 
' convention were renounced, the injury would not be to . England 

but to France, who retained no ' possible claim in India beyond 
the peaceable possession of the factories restored to. her, and 
such liberal protection as might be granted by us to every na
tion with which we were at peace. His Lordship added, “ that 
he found it impossible to close the subject without referring to 
the Marquis Wellesley, whose provident and energetic mind 

had

    
 



130121. had-doiie io mucl^-Owvad<Ji!t^xttnidiiii;i'aiMl\«5ti’€hid;hM^nu3grr(ji^E. 
Indian empire. That noble perion,.i. Wbor had made'sUch • gilt 
gantic strides in •the paths •of. fair p^nquest ■ . and of :gloryj<would 
be^uch astonished i^ he • were tbld» because ^ur- forty, years^’c 
sdvereijgnty -was not recited- in the • definitive • articles, .it •mighti. 
be questioned Tjy a power which holds Brabant, • Elands^^^' 
Savoy,-and great part of Germany and Italy, by mere --preteii^ • 
sion of recent conquest. Still it - might be repeated , again and' 
again, . that France might revive her old and litigfal^e^d’l^la^mss^ 
and so she certainly- might j she.- might claim Gibraltar and Ja-* 
maica, she might assert a right' to the free navigation of the-. 
Tha^^ss: but if she were disposed to bring .forward absurd and.. 
hostile pretensions, would any clause • in any . treaty prcventi 
her?” Lord Pelham’s amendment was adopted by a-.l^i^nc^ied; 
and twenty-two to sixteen. , -in

In the House of Commons, Mr. Wi^r^dham detailed -.at great! 
length his objections to the treaty. He condemned the • restwi 
tution of -the Cape of Good Hope, insisting that. the questioBJ 
of its being a free port was left entirely at the -optioh- -iOt 
France. By the restitution of -the Cape and Cochin^- Franco^ 
gained the means ' of preparing an j armament, and landing Ite 
in India, -before we shoi^d have conceived in this country the 
least suspicion of any such design. . ■ , - ' '.•

Mr. Windham moved a similar address to that of - Lordi 
Grenville, in which he was seconded by Lord Folkstone. Lord ■. 
Hawkesbury moved an amendment. . . w

Mr. Dundas directed his principal observations to objects; 
connected with - India, “ He had no hesitation in saying, ,tllt.. 
when he heard of the«manner -in which the Cape of Good 
Hope was to be disposed of, he heard it with-, regret and ' 
sorrow ; - he had alwaj’s considered that place as a great ■ 
acquisition to this country. He was of that opinion in theory 
before we had it: he wa^ confirmed in - that - opinion by expe-? 
rience ofthe use of it since it had been in- our posses^ii^i^.,, He. 
looked upon it as a good depot, -and, a -place for th© reception 
of our troops, when we had ocl^asion to send them to India;, 
by -their-- being landed and refreshed there,- they went to -India 
full; of health. - His opinion, which no connexi^on, howev'er ■ 
dose, no frii^ndship - howet^e^v-: cordial, np. attachment- hovvievef;

’ ■ sincere,
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"to 'withhold, wasj that th©' Gape’ of ,1802.f 
Good Hope ' shodld' not have 'been given up.”' ■ i'\i.
^fnSiheh^e^fih, ' iin i^dad^tenti g> Aet^bsb^'^^vaiisthat 'ate l^ada 

p'«^^:rved oun 'hs^t:^s^l^i^i relinquished 'nothing,' and gained 'much,' 
nf^rt^E^irn^ed, that we had gotten > Geylon - and, Tninidi^t^.-. “ > I ' 
*'e should propose,” he said, “ that as we have given to' -oun 

^^lenoes titles fnom the places whene thein launels' wene won, 
so we should name Geylon, * Secunity Island;’ and Tn^i^nii^ 
dad, ‘ the Island of Indemnity.’”. He nidiculed the opinion 

that the nestitution of colonies would make Fnance > commencial, 
and divent the attention of Buonapante fnom militany pno- 
jects. “ I do not he said, what Fnance will be, but
I' do know that she is now >0 hand inon nepublic. Buona- 
pante, fnom his militany education and the scrt of company 
he has kept, they allow, is, as yet, a little noi^i^h; but then, 
if we could only > catch him and clap him behind the counten, 
he will become ’ penfectly civil and quiet. When neading the 
tneaty, I thought all the names of foneign places, such as - 
Pondichenny, Ghandennagone, Cochin, Mantinico, all cessions. 
Nol^' thejy; they ane all so many tnaps and holes to catch the 
silly fellow in, and make a merchant of him.”' ' 
y 'Mn. ’ ehenidan then nemanked, that the ministen took ho stnong - 

gnound of defence; he said the ex-ministen was mounted on a 
kind of hill-font, to fine ' down on the assa'^]a:nt!5; he stated, that he 
should like to’ suppont the' ministen upon fain gnound, but asked ' 
what ' he was? . A,sort of outside passenjger;' on, nathen, a man 
leading the hcrses nound a- ccrner, while ’ neins and whip and 
all ane in ’ the hands of the coachman on the box ' (alluding to 
Mn. Pitt, who was on ’ one of the uppen seats on the Tneasuny 
bench) and companed him to Nycias, who sat so long in one 
postune, '(penhaps as long as the ex-ministen - on the T'neasuny- 
bench) that he adhi^j^f^^.to the seat; so that when 'Hencules 
came to snatch him away, in the sudden j^nk, a certain portion 
of 'his 'sitting ' pant was ’ left behind him. - ■
" ' Lond Hat^l^i^isbuny’s amendment was cannied by a' 'majonity ' 

of'-S7e to 22. .
'On the 3d D^^(^elpber 1802, the Eanl of Moina, in the House 

of' Peens, called thein Londships’ attention ' to the affains of the 
Ca^i^att^.. His’ Londship'dwelt upon the' necessity of cont^iOl- 
, ' ■ ling
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East^-l^nddi Cco^piai^ay hi tTieit'syi^te^ir^ ^©f ^xee^s^is^e 
aggrandizement add idcrease of their ■ l^e^i^ritoriei, .and fd their 
udjustifiable measures of making ' war ■ for conquest. His Lord
ship observed, that' we . had found fault with France for invad
ing and oppressing all the feeble states about her, and now, by 
the conduct . of the East-India Company, we allowed that 
opprobrium to be retorted upon ourselves; and it was held 
up to all Europe, that we pursued in India that same conduct, 
of which . We so^ loudly' accused France. His Lordship con- 
eluded by moving for papers respecting the. assumption of 
the Carnatic, which was agreed to. • -

On the J4th March 1803, Lord Castlereagh brought for* 
ward the India budget; when the Chancellor of the Exche

. quer, in reply to some remarks from Mr. Johnstone, denied 
that our conquests in India had been ipade unjustly. As to 
the circumstance alluded to (the assumption of the territories 
of Arcot), he hoped that 'the House 'would not entertain any 
prejudice against some of the most meritorious men the coun
try could boast, but allow them time to explain and justif^' 
their conduct in that affair.

In the House of Lc^r^di^j ' on the 17th April 1804, the Earl 
of Carlisle moved for pape^l•s respecting the date of initluc- 
tions sent out to Admiral Rainier, commanding in chief in the 
Eait-Indies. It vras generally suppo^s^e^d^, • that he did not 
receive his orders until seventeen days aft^ir. the war waS 
known in ' India by private letters, and until Admiral Linois 
had escaped. Loi'ds Hawkesbury and Hobart insisted that, 
he had received timely notice of the rupture, and oppcied 
the motion, on ■ the ground that public rumour was not a 
suffiicient parliamentary reaiCd to allege for the prcducticn 
of papers. The motion, however,- wms carried by thirtf-orie 
to thil^t^t'. ' ■'

Iii the House of Ccmmcns, the oppositicn to Mr. Adding- 
tcd’s administration increased daily. On the 25th April, a 
motion was submitted for suspending the operation of the 
Army of Reserve biill; which measure was opposed by' Mr. 
Pitt: the numbers were 240 to 203, leaving a maj^r-iity of 
thirt^t'-ieven only for ministers.

On the 3d May, Lord Hobart in the House o:f Lords;, aind 
Lord
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Lord Castlereagh in the Commons^ moved votes of thanks -to J80L 
Marquis We^^^^esley, Lord ' Clive, Mr. Duncan, governor-- of 
Bombay, and Generals Lake, St. John, and We^^^^^esley, for 
their services -in the war against Scindiah.

Mr. Francis proposed the postponement of t^e question, on 
the ground that it would be dil^i^ult - to go fairly into the con
sideration of the policy of the war, after having firs^ given 
the - Governor-general the unreserved _ thanks of the House, 
both for its plan and execution. Mr, Fox objected to the 
motion, - on the ground of it being a new and unusual thing to 
return thanks to any but the military persons engaged in 
those services, and concluded by moving the previous question. 
Instances were cited to shew - that governors of different 
establishments had been thanked for their share in military 
successes. - The previous question having been put and nega
tived without a division, the original resolutions were carried.* 

On the J2th May, it was publicly announced that Mr. 
Addington had resigned - the of^ce of Chancellor of the Exche
quer, That gentleman was succeeded by Mr. Pitt: who, - having 
been re-elected for Cambridge, took his seat in the House of 
Commons on the 18th of May.

« On the 10th July, Lord Castlereagh brought forward the 
India Budget, when Mr. Francis offered some general observa
tions on the affairs pf India, and insisted upon the necessity 
of their undergoing a ^uU examination. Mr. Grant, Deputy
Chairman of - the East-India Company, expressed his regret 
that the affairs of India were so little known or - attended 
to, and asserted, upon his own positive knowledge, that the 
Company’s affairs were in a much better situation than in 
1793. The resolutions proposed by Lord Castlereagh were 
agreed to in the comimt^t^i^e; on the day when they were dis
cussed in the House, ' Lordship entered into a detailed- 
statement of the accounts, and moved that the proper officers 
should be directed to lay before the House an account of the 
revenue and charges for the preceding ten years, distinguish
ing- -each year, which, after some debate, was carried without a 
division. *

On
* Ville AppeiKJix.
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ISO!,, , On the 21st January 1805, Mr. Francis, after alluding to
the war with the Mahratta chiefs, Scindiah and Ragojee Boons- 
lah, which .began in .1803, and was concluded by .the treaties 
laid before the House; 'adverted to the war which subsequently 
broke but .with Holkari and moved for papers relative ,to the 

' war . with that chieftain, which was acceded to. .
1805. C^n th^e 28^1^h M^a^i^c^h, L^c^i^d Gastlereag^h t^o baring

in a bill to amend the act of the 33d Geo. .Ill, cap. 52; its , 
object was to allow of the Comm:^i^<^<^]^-^ii^-^ichi^f in .Bengal being 
appointed a.member of the ' Supreme Council, when the oflices 
of governor-general and commander-ir^-i^lui^^f in India . were 
united in the same person.

. On the 8th May 18Q>, a committee of the House . of Com
mons . was ' appointed to take into ccnside-aticn the anount 
between the public' and the . East-India Company, arising out 
of the expedition. to the French. Islands, the Cape . of Good 
Hope, the intended expedition- against Manilla, the expenses 
incu—ed on adount of the purchase of vessels for his. Majesty’s 
navy, the capture of - the Danish settlements in India in 
1801, the ext-ao-dina-y expense by the expedition to Egypt, 
and the balance of p-cpe-ty in Ceylon.

The committee -epo-ted on the 26th June. following: their 
report wis ordered to be printed. The investigation em
braced a period of ten years, from 1794 to 1803; during 
which, commissions had been appointed at three difierent 
times on the part of the Treasury and the East-India Com
pany, for the purpose of considering the most equitable -mode 
of adjusting the account. The minutes of those meet^ings 
formed part ' of the appendix attached to the report. The first, 
dated the 1st January 1803, when . Right H^c^n^c^l^i^able 
Charles Bragge and Nicholas Vansittart, Esq. were .appointed 
by the Chancellor. of the Exchequer and the Lords of the 
Tr^e^asury, on the part of Cover^:^m^i^t;; and Jacob Bosanquet, 
Esq., D^eputy Chairman, and - Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart., on the 
part of the East-India Company: in December 1804, and 
January 1805, the meeting was - held between theRight Honc^u-- 
ables Charles Long and William Dundas, and the Deputy 
Chairman (Charles Grant, Esq.), and Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. 
The committee repo-ted that a balance of about £1^, ^(^0,000 

was
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was owing by the public to the Comf^£«^j^> • but as the detail ,1805. 
would require revision, they'recommended thiat £^1,000,000 
should be , provided in the ^i^j^p^li'es of the year,- to be voted 
to the Comi^i^i^^: which sum was accordingly voted on the 
29th June. Another million was voted in the following year, 
on the report of the accountant named -by the Lords of the 
Treasury on the part of the public.-*

On the 25th June 1805, Mr. Pauli, a gentleman who had 
lately returned from India, moved for a variety of official -docu
ments- in support of matters, of charge aigainst the Marquis 
We^llesley,- during his administration as Governor-General. 
The motion was acceded to.

On the 23d January 1806, Mr. Pitt died, at the age of forty- 1806. 
seven ; - this event was followed by the coalition between Lord 
Grenville and Mr. Fox; the former being nominated first 
Lord of the Treasury, the - latter Secretary of - State for Foreign 
Affairs. ' ■ ' ;

- Mr. Pauli, in the early part of the - session, resumed the 
subject of his intended charges against the Marquis W’<^lliesley. 
The first charge- brought forward related chiefly tt> .acts- of 
extravagance and profusion in the expenditure of the public 
mon^;y: the charge was not printed. The next charge brought 
forward related to the affairs of Oude, and - recited number
less acts of t^'ranny, oppression, and fraud, practised against 
the Nabob Vizier by order of Lord W’ellesley. It was not 
taken into consideration until the 18th June, when Mr. Bankes 
endeavoured ineffectually Jto dispose of the whole accusation 
by referring it to the -India tribunal provided for by the Act 
of 1784.-1- The House went into a committee,- for the exami- '
nation of evidence on the charges; which examination was 
resumed on the 19th, 20th, and 23d -June. Nothing was decided 
that session. ....

On the 13th of September Mr.- Fox expired, following his 
deceased rival,- Mr. Pitt, in less than eight months ! Lord 
Howick succeeded - as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

On the 26th January 1807, Lord Folkstone submitted to the 
House

• T. TT. Wiltwer, Esq.
-■ VWe Ci^i^^rls Judici^^ttt^ei

2 M
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1807., H«us<3 of aiar^Woor^-r-i^f^ectiHgltt^e! conduct

quis Wcttcstcy towards'fthe i.lNabob add p^r^V^in'cc. ■ of; Oad^. 
Mr. Pauti, Wht^ had igstitutcd the procccdiggs ■ idi' ttic last Scs- 
siod, was- got ■at . ■ the tiidc' a t^^ip^jr bf thc Housoji thou|^^’’hc 
was a petitioner- to thc House of Commons, ig the^< ex^pc^i^ta^t^ion 
of 1^(^i^ng returned. Lord Foll«itoE^n’c\ object ■ was, ••that--ttie 
papers as to Oudc should bc reprinted ■ and laid on this table 
as soon as possible, with thc view, in the ■event -of Mr, Pauli 
not being returned to thc House, to' bring them forward hirat 
self. The motion was agreed to. . i

On the 6th March, Lord Howick moved for le^sav^e to bring 
in the “ Roman Catholics' Army and Navy Service Bill.'' 
The measure was opposed by Mr. Perc^^i^l; the bill,; howerer, 
was read the first time, and ordered to be again read on ‘the 12th^ 
further consideratiog was postponed ■ to the 18th,-on■.which 
day. Lord Howick stated ■ that the circumstagces which bald 
induced him to postpone the measure still operatei^,'ibot ‘gate 
notice that he . should move the second reading .bg the. ifoDow- 
ing day. It does not ■ appear to have beeg broi^;ghtp^^q hii^ 
on the 26th March, Lord Grenvi^lle in the House ofL^errc^ij 
and Lord Howick in the House of Commons, ; stated i^he 
reasons which had led to a change of minJ^i^^t^^.-.'The JHonsg 
adjourned to the 8th of April, when Mr. P^er^c^T^!i^"tc^e^fe:;l^is 
seat as Chancetlor of the Exchequer,■ . ■; . i!/

On the 10th and 18th July, sundry accounts ‘as-ito'jthefc^iek 
nues of the East-India Company ‘in Indiia;were t laid before 
the House of Commons; and, on the Ttlu.‘Aug^ust, fhe-HoisC 
resotveC, that the said accounts should rbb take^r^ i.iiittO)ee^llH 
siCeratiog early in next session. . ‘ JiiT .ttn

1808. On the 9th March 1808, Lord ■ Fo]^k^s^to:«^<r'tC^^l^1^eceC ’̂ qponntbC 
subject of the Marquis Wellesley's conCuct, towarCS». ‘|he! Nabob 
of Oud^-; the Cebate was pro^tracte^C^■ to a-.great d^ngdij'^andj 
continueC by aCjournment to the 15th off Maai^bsh.hnjVl^riQHS' 
resolutions were proposed by Lord Folky»ele,tgct^(li«^gOi^ireC 
by large majorit^i^e^is-; when Sir John A^u^^ttl^uh>sri!go?y,edi^‘'tli»^llt> 
appeared to the ■ House that the Marquis’ WbBessefyS idthis, 
arrai^^ements in the province of ;O,ude, r^^ actpateCjC^j^•iaM 
ardent zeal ■ for the iServ.ic^ ..of hisj o^i^intrS'A tlt<Cs^t^IilitlrdCtt 
desi^^^ to promote the safety, .niCr^isssB^* o^l^<C'V^’^li^]P^J^riO§bil ith^l 

■ ' British
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British empire in India. - The motion was carried by one , 1808. 
hundred and - eighty-nine to twenty-nine.

Lord Archibald Hamilton, on the 31st March, moved a 
series of resolutions. The purport of -the last 'wasj- that it 
appear<^(^' to, the. House that the British Government was 
bound in honour to ^^t^t^isider and revise the treaty of 1801 
with the Nabob of Oude, with the . view to an arra^igement 
more favourable to the Nabob. The motion was negatived 
by eighty to twenty. ■

On the 17th May, a motion of a similar nature was brought 
forward by Sir Thelmas Turton, respecting the Nabpb of the 
Car^^^ii^.; he urged the propriety of appointing a committee . 
to- inquire into the best means of indemnifying the family of 
Mahomed Ally, and of ensuring the safety of our Indian 
possessions. The debate- was continued by adjournment to 
the 1st. - of June. The resolutions moved by Sir Tho^^' 
Turton were negatived by a large majo:^i^i^iy: on the fourth 
resolution, which directly criminated the conduct -of Marquis 
Wellesl^^,' the number against it were, one hundred and 
twenty-four - to. fifteen. Sir Thomas Turton observed" that, 
with reference to the numbers, he should not move the 
two ' iother resolutions^ provided - Mr. Wa^llace - would consent 
toi postpone his resolution of approbation.

Mr. Wa^lj^ace remarked, that no approbation could be 
stJrj^er 't^han - that which w^’marked by the majoriities with 
whi^c^h^’ the.l^<so^^u^i^i^on had been rejected; and read the res^ 
kttioi^’ w^th which he intended to close the busii^ie^:^: Re
solved, that it as the opinion of this House, that the Marquis 
We^^^:^€sley and Lord Clive, in their conduct relative to the 
Carnatie,’ were influenced solely' by an anxious zeal and soli
citude;! to -promotie -the permanent security, welfare, and pros^ 
^e'r^-ty of ' the British possessions in India;” which resolution 
was agreed to the Pith o^ June. ’

In ’^ursusn^oe of the resolution of the House Commons 
of ihe-'7t]h August - last - year, a Select Committee was appointed 
on ’the Hth March, 'to inquire into the affairs of the East- 
India' 'Company; and to’ seposi.

, '-On^-tlm' 26th ’ April, a petition.was 'presented to the House 
frohi th6 ’Company, -setting forth the various exp^n^ which 

’ 2 M. 2 had
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Tiki been incni^i^ej'd by th6ini' - for expeditions froth ■ the'Contineiit 
of India to the French, Dutch, and Spanish isla^nds"’tn t^he 
Indian seias, ' under instructions from his Majesty’s"Govern- 
meht, and to Egypt, and the claims which the Company had 

■on that account. T^i'ey stated the actual 'amdunt-OP'their'pro- 
perty in' England, and ' that' they did not request tlie'-n^-t^^i’p^h- 
sition of the House to aid the'm, Withodt'-SheW'tHS'-’ thefr 
unquestionable ability to discharge all their presentMebS in 
England: the property of unsold goods' in their 
being £^1^,815,000. ’

■■ The Chancellor of the Exchequer having stated, - thaC’^is 
Majesty recommended the petition -to the consideration -'of -the 
H^^u'se, it was referred to the Seleet Committee ' app’o^inted’hn 
the 7th March, to -examine and report. • ".
' Oh the 25th May, Sir John - Anstruther, as chairman of the 
Select Committee, -delivered in their Report, which was -ordered 
to be printed. ■

That report forms the first of a series of five rdpo^’t^-^^^id 
before the House of Commons, on the affairs -"^^' the -East- 
India Company, from the year 1808 to 1812 ^^n^lnuv^; ei I’r.

The committee offered it as their opinionj' that’thessbite^'nf 
the Company’s affairs, -as exhibited in the -accounts,"wia5’.tO be 
traced to a combination of various circumst^ance^s- connected 
with the wars in which they had ' been engaged b^n’India, 
as well as with the general state - of warfare din rjw^icfai- a 
large portion -of Europe had for a long period been - iiivol^ved. 

' In adverting to - that part of the petition . whereim uhe- Com
pany represented their ability to discharge all "thdiri.debttSjjin 
England, and to -repay what^v^^'the House -might 'jthin^tlti)^Sto 
assist them with, the committee stated, that they 'felp lt tofbe 
their duty carefully to investigate that -part- of-the sdbject, 
and that they had no difficulty in gi’i’^ng the^i^r. opi^nibojhthat 
there would remain in this - country assets to-a^ttF);amo>i^nt 
considerably beyond what the . then exigenc^y- of thefCo^mpagy’s 
affairs appeared to demand, on security,- fO’i^^-ny advap^Ce to 
the extent which’ 'I^a^rliament might - think-fit to.- g^ra^njt^t^r'fii

The report was referred to the - Committees-of -Supply - on 
the ’13th Juneit'S'bn - the -^ Mtb, £^^^s50Q,00'0- - was (graat^lCS^^Sto 
enable- his - Majesty to - pay the same to -"the-’.-Ea^st-J^^iididiE^Oin- 

pany.
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; account .of expenses., incurred ^)j^.the^,x .jp die puli.Ijc 1808,
4^!Br.v-ice«.’ ,.. . ■ . J, r, . ,
r In.Xhe .course .of an investigation .wEch.bad,.aik^(^ii plage, . in 

.l^^he House -of Commons in the earl. part,of the year. 18Q3, as . 
tc^,i1^1^ie.;^in^j^<3sed sale.of offices,, there appeared to- -be strong■ 
-■rcovinis to believe, that- an almost avowed traffic, had taken 
t][^li^ce . in the - appointment . of writers and cadets to India. .

' In order, .to asi^i^i^t^iii. the fact,, two . of the Directors_pf the- 1809. 
, ^^f^t^-^]Endia Company, George Smith and - .Charles Grant, Esqrs., 
moved in their places in the House of Commons, - on the 

-I'lOth - iJ^ebruary 1809, for the appointment of a Select 
•imittee^,^,,to; inquire- into - the existence of any corrupt practices 
in - regard, t^). - the appointment and nomination of winters and 
cadets, or any agreement, negotiation, or bargain, - direct oc 
indirect, for the sale .thereof, and to report, tlie- same, to ,the. 

iHouse. , ,
On the - 21st February, Mr. Bankes, from the committec]

1 informed- the House, that John Annesley Shee, in the- evidence 
given^:--l^efore the,committee,- had been guilty of gross prevari
cation i .whereupon, the House ordered him - to be taken into ■ ,

(i-thc'cnstody of the - Serjeant at Arms. ,
O^n,.4the,-.!^7th, the Serjeant at Arms being called upon to- 

(igi^vff^'.an.i acc^^i^t. of what had - been done in execution of the- 
-lA^der -lof ftlhe. -.H^^use for taking Mr. Shee into his custody, 
iistOt^^d^zto the - House that he could not -be found. The House ,

- resolved that he had absconded to avoid being 
•'^'^(tneititc^i .-custody, and voted an address to his Majesty, -that- 
n^ejW^uld -h'eigr^^c^iously- pleased immediately . to issue his royal 
otpVhc!5ail^i^ti(3h, with a reward for discovering, apprehending, 
fi-and detaining the said JohnJn^sley Shee, alias Cialve^rt. 
ft'J-'IMR Shee-having. surrendered himself the . following daj', the 
J-i^deStfol! presenting the address was- discharged, and the House- 

the- Speaker should issue. his warrant for tlie 
2''^t6fl'.ni^tt:^tll-a>ff' Miv -Shee-to Newgate.. .o] s^vfbe "Jg^d -M^acchf the -report from-, the. Select Committee: 

was - laid- befogie -the -House,, .and,, ordered .to be printed.
'•[ISfi’lBllr^ir'>r^portt^e, committee-f^bserved, that it was a satis- 

.•Tfictiblf- ■-Ip -r^e^j^i^i’k- nothing throughout the. whole evidence 
'Wi^i^hi'l^raced - an^^-’one --ofthe corrupt or imoroper bargains to'

2 M £5 any
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1809^ aiiy Dii^f^cfdr,' or fo hiiiuce 'a reasonable ' suspicloii ' tliatl it' was 

dttne ' with'-'t^c^^- 'priviity bt cohnivahce ' of 'Aiiy ' mbmlber' of 'R^h” 
Couit- of ‘ DirectoWZ The ' whole of the '' appb^^i^itn^f^itt^W-- 
obtained ' were ’ahnulled by the Court, and the parties dismissed 
the 'Company's service, viz. two' writers ahid 'hihe 'Cide'fs'.'' The' 
uhanImous ' thanks of the Proprietors voted to MT. ' Sinith
and Mt. Grant, for the very hohouTable ' p^T^6mptitude ' Wi^h '‘ 
which they moved for the appoihtmeht of the Select 'Commit
tee, 'and to the othei D^:^Tec^t^ors, who, as members of 'the Iciouse 
of Commons, supported with so much zeal 'and uhahImIty the' 
inquiry.

On the 25th April, the House of Common^ with ' referehce ' 
to so much of the minutes of evidence cohtaihed in’ the Teport 
of the Select' Committee, as related to the evidence giveit' 
before the committee by Lord Castlereagh, Lord Clahcarty;,' 
Mr. Reding, and Mi. Davies, respecting the homihatioh of a ' 
writership to India by Lord Cas^^^^i^i^i^j^li: ' <

Resolved—“ That it is the duty of this House ' to maintaih , 
“ a jealous guard over the purity and independence of Paf-' 
“ , , . . . ?. , .,1. ,liament; but that this House, duly weighing the evidence 

before it, and all the circumstances of the case, and' Con
sidering that the intention referred to in that evidence was ’ 
not carried into effect, this House does not think it 'neces
sary to come to any criminatory resolution upon the same^.*^ 
A Select Committee was appointed, on the 23d February 

1809, to inquire into the state of the Company's affairs, and' to ' 
report. •

1810. On the 20th February 1810, the Committee was re-ap-, 
pointed. •' ’( ' >

On the 13th April 1810, a petition was presented to" the'"' 
House from the East-India Company, setting forth 'the eX^Ces'--, 

sive and unexampled drafts made oh them from IndiS' in the 
last years, amounting to part of the Indian dehtO *
incurred on account of wars and expeditions, poiittiri^ '
the 'calamities which had befalleii the Company's ' shipping, 
to the extent in value of £^1|^^48,07(^'; a lossi' in' no'Wajr " 
imputable to' any 'want of care in the COTii^s^nyi fTi^f^Co^s 
the ' unavoidable disbursement' of the' Company, ' tlid 'isit ■''
March 1810 to the 1st March 1811, would excee^'tlie pi'c^ljji-.

' blc
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'ble^. amount .of their receipts by, £2,038,91-^, whicb,.gui9 it 1810. 
wq^ld be . disadyantageous, . fqr theijn rai^e, .by .Abi^^J^iinreese;. '
of. their capUal,. they prayed the^. House would . grant,,sucb.t*; 
vote for.their relief as they might see fit: the Company’s .pt^o?, , 
perty and .>efe(;ts in England exceeding the . their
debts,,vincluding,, the heavy and, unusual .drafts .from, Andia, 
before-mentioned, . by the sum of £^4^^,8^4^2^,145. , , ,• j,,,,

^fbe . .Chanc<^l^l(^ii .the Exchequer, by his, Majesty’s conir,
mb^ti,h^i^;rn^gja^(^q^u^£^^itted .the House that . his Majesty Itad. beeni i 
informed of . the contents of the petition and recommended it (to 
the House, it was referred to the Select Committee appointed , 
on jl^ie. 20th .fe^bruary,. , , ,t •

Qp. the llth May, Sir John Anstruther laid before, fhe 
u. report from the said Select Committee, which . yrtis, 

ordered. , to be printed, On the 14th of that month another 
petition .was presented from the Company, praying leave 
as the time was past for presenting petitions for private bihf^,, . 
the House would permit a petition to be presented,, ppayipg 
the House . to take the pecuniary claims of the Company into 
conside^•at^;^c^t^, . Heave was accordingly given. .

On the .23d .May, the report from the Select Comrenttee .laid-. 
before the;House jon the 11th, was referred to. a committee . of 
the. .whple.House. . ,, , ■

..31st. of May, Mr. .Robert Dundas brought the 
subject^, before the .House. Having represented the diffiiculties 
in, which the Company were involved by. the heavy drafts on 
account of the Indian debt, and stated, in reply to an obser^v^-^.. 
tiop as to die Comp^f^nj;? being bankrupts, that the affairs .of .the 
Company could not be considered as a mere mercantile con- . 
cernr-that they were .not to be considered as baqkrupt, because 
thei^jr^^^mmercial profits in this country could not answer all thej 
demands. for India bills—that it might as well .be said that the . , 
cou:^tby was bankrupt because it could not at once discharge a 
debt . pfhundred millions of pounds;. he moved that the si^:m 
of be granted to the Company by the. public, to. be.
repbb oiboy, before 1st Januarjy,1812; which . was agreed to, by . 
a ma•ioeity of. seyentyjthree ,.jl^o ,.tet^,. t Hbe act 50th. Geo. Ill, , 

Ao,.ib,conseql^<^t^<^<^^ received the royal assent

2 M 4 On
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IIE81JI. Marell 181^, 'a Memorial wa^, presenti^id 4a ftlia
House vof Commons . .f^m, the creditors of the ^ajah -ofr .Tt^a? 
jore,;’ praying' the; House to adopt such measures as would lead 
to a speedy .adjustment of their claims, which was.ordered to , lie 
on the table. - . i . i i;. .i' .f

■ On the 21st March, a Select Committee oftheiH^t^JisiHidf 
Commons was appointed to inquire . into the state pf the ■ Eassci 
India' Company; .and to report. • , , .'I jeu-is
r.:Oh the .same day. Lord Archibald Hamiltonihtt^c^ducedr.a 
motion relatives, to the regulations for the. government icf-' thfe 
press in Ind^ia; and moved for copies of .all the regulations, 
orders, rules, and directions, promulgated at the three presi
dencies since ■ the year 1797. • ,

His Lordship stated, that it was not ■ his intention to suggest 
to the House any measure so incompatible with the nature, of 
our government in India as a free pre^^; all that he Asked- 
for ■ was information, that an opportunity might be aiforded to- 
him, and other members, to know what the' laws upon -the 'suh-i 
ject, were.. His Lordship’s motion was. supported by. L^ord: 
Folkstone, Sir Thomas Turton, and Mr. Wliii^l^read r ' fA^lll' 
opposed by Mr. D^u^r^das, Sir John Anstruther, Mr. Lockhart, 
and 'Mr, ' Johnstone. . . <■, .

Sir John Anstruther, who had filled the offi-ce of chief'ji^S-' 
tice of the Supreme Court in Bengal, observed that there was 
not;an European in India who was not aware of .the' engage-^-, 
ment.s into which he had entered before he entered into-.thera,'-' 
and '' that if he did not choose to comply with those engagi^- 
ments, the term of his residence was at an end. AS to''t^he 
regulations which respected the publication of . ne^w^s^pa^j^i^i^!^- .ha - 
would ask any one who was at all acquainted with,.India, 
whether an unre^^tra^ned'publication could be permitted ' therie’ 
with safety. Wa's it to be allowed, for the purpose'-'of-per
mitting one set of. the Company’s servants ' to.. '^llli^injinat^., 
another ' set of those servants 1 Perhaps itiv-si ..intendeL.j.b;^,.the., 
unrestrained publication ' of newspapers, : to .illuminate the. na-'- 
tives-—was this exactly ''desirable ? would 'it be .very ' eXpf^dierit' 
to inform them of the peculiar tenure 'by 'which ' the-Brifish 
Government held .their poiyer , '.i.!. aii*

Mr. Lockhart, adverting to the..e^i^J^^«^^^st^a^nse^^^^er•whiehi^we' 
f ' had
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had acquired 'and held Indi^fi^’" stated that, ira Mis i^O)ui^oi^n‘-<^lie igl^.
nnr'^i^i^i^i^ed liberty :of the . press in tha^. country would b^ 
dang^i^i^o^i^!^. The situation of " the peoples’ of ".India" .was not 
fairly stated !■ though they did not enjoy a free government, they 
were governed by persons responsible to the country, and answer
able fo^’ their conduct to that House. He thought the motion 
had-been brought forwai^i^. merely as a compliment to the 
abstract liberty of the press. He was a friend to " that hberty, 
welb "Regulated. It bad done much good, but" it had also" been 
the source of the most tremendous evils.

Mr. "Johnstone was satisfied that the evils of a free "press 
would be soon ’ experienced, and tbe most mischievous effects 
result from its introduction into India. The motion was nega
tived’ by "fifty "three to eighteen.

On " the 4th April 1811, the House of Commons ordered 
that the ’ Speaker should, on’ the 10th of that month, signify by 
wrii^ii^nf to the East-India Company, the resolution of thd 
House- as "to -the "three "years' notice " and the redemption of the- 
drredrs" of annuity due’ from the public to’ the Company of

, ■ The,
* The notice was. accordingly given by the Speaker, through his to the

Cou^ of Dii^ectors, on the 13th April, in the fo^m followii^nS'
The Court being informed that the se^ret^^ to the Sjieaker of House of 

Commons.' was in waiting, he was in^t^oduced to the C^^rt, and delivered 'to the 
Ch^nian the' following Resolution and order of the Honourable House 6f 
Corntnon^* vX» • ‘ ' •

A^Wher^^a^, -.upon Thur^sday the fourth day of this instant April, the House .of 
“ (Jonm^^ns .came to a certain Res^jlution, which is as followed:

Resolved, ‘ That notice be given that the sum of one million two hundred and 
«■ < seven thd^^nd f^ve hundred and i^fty-nine pounds fifteen shillings, and all arr«^^ 
«, payable in inspect thereof, being the remainder of the capital stock,

;oo -sum due from tlie public to the United Company of Merdiants .of 
« < .^j^^^gand trading to thp £^^st-^^dies, will be redeemed . and paid off on the 10th, 
“ *da^ of April 1814, agreeable to the power of redemption contained in an act 
«< ‘ made in the . thirty-third year of the reign of his present Majesty King George HI, 

ihtituledi' ^*'-Sn Act'oot continuing in the East-Indja Company for a further 
« f-tdrnn the possession of th^ British Territories in; India, together wi^h thei^ excl^^. 
* . < s^vO, Trade unde^, certain limitations, for establishing further Regulations for the 
** < Gov^I^t^^^rt of the said Territories, and the better Administration of J^^t^ice 
« * within the s^m«e; for appropriating to certain Uses the Revenues and O^r^ofits of 

‘ the saiid Company, and for making Proy^s^ion for the good order and government 
** -^idfthefTti^ris Of 'Calcutta, Madras, and Bombai^./

And
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1811., , The, Third R,,^^ort,, jT.om the. Select .Committee ?j^p^(^ii^i^ied .tQ
inquire into the affaii^s. of the Company was. . laid. befoi^i^'fthe.’ 
House.. by. Mr. . Wallace,. and ordered to .bes printed, nn, ji^e 
21st June. 1811.. In..this. report the; committees..(T^t<^^^l^.dn!P^. 
a further examination of the receipt and expenditure pf thp. 
Company, more .especially of the receipts, and, disbursements 
which might be termed Ex^iRAoiiniitAR’y.. , j „•£

In adverting to the application of the. fund^ .the .^^(^ii^iinit<^^(}j 
observed,. that the accounts would doubtless. be cpnsidere(|T-,y 
the House as a display of order, regularity, and precision, ,.s., 
satisfactory as could be expected in the management the 
extensive., and complicated finances of t^at great empire,. , , ,,

In adverting to . the Indian Debt, the committee .pon^^c^pre^lj 
it ..as. . due . to those .entrusted with the government;. ■.<of .Jndia. tp 
state, that the growing amount of that debt had from a very

- early period been. the subject of . their most anxious attention,. ,
1812. On the 14th' February 1812, a bill was brought in to. amen!.

the act of 50 Geo. Ill, for granting £^1,500,000 in Exchequer 
Bills to the Compai^;y; in order that ..all sums advanced .mr 
paid by the Company in aid of the public . servii^i^,,' ,ir pn. 
account of his M£i.j<^.st;^'’s navy in India, should, .be, parried. .ttp,,-' 
the credit of the Company with reference to the said lojiri— 
52 Geo. HI, cap. .10. . .. ., .

On . the 6th February, a . Select Co^^i^ii^t;^^. was Jpiappiij’teet:..,,, 
to inquire into the state of the Company’s affairs, .

On . the 10th April, Mr. Wallace, from the comm.ittse,,. jaid 
a report bsfors the House (the Fourth Repo^r^); whic^li, was. 

ordsrsd, *

“ And whereas the House of Commons thereupon ordered, 'that the’ Spei^ltei’dlo, 
“ on the tenth day of April signify by writing to the 'United Comp^j^t^^’o^ *
** Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies the said Resolut^oni tl^&' j
“ Hous^;

X do hereby signify the said Resolution ac^^i^^ingly. 
’ “ ^^iven under my hand, the tenth day of April 1811’ ‘
. . ' ■ «. CHAS. . ABBO!")^; Spslksr.’.’<f.bI,

•* To the ' United Company of Merchants of England ' 
trading to tlie

The Clrairman then • re<^«es^ed ' Mr. R.lcfc^nanV 'the Spea^fcer.^^S-fe^^rC^t^^I^;i^^^-1-t('>)l-^seerf 
the cOmp.limeIts of the Co^t jt^ Speaker-and-to aoqif^^ ) h^is his notUel}^''^-)
been duly received snd.t
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ordered'ltb 'fe printed, ' together with a Supplethbtit’laid belbre 1812.
thb 'House oh the 22d April. ' ''' ' i‘ i'

^^r^''’‘ the 22d t Jul^j,’ ' a further Report 'frotn thb cbhiihitte’e^ 
(the ' Fifth Re^p^c^r^t)* ' wa^ likewise ' laid befoi'h th’e' House^.^' 'and^ 
ordered to 'be 'j^rinted) - > .1

In the Fourth'Report the Home' concernS of the Company)' ’ 
from ' 1793 to the end of 1810, and ' , those of China' and ' St- 
Helena ' f^-om 1792'to 1809 are reviewed- '

The'Fifth Report treats of the political, military, revenue) '’ 
and judicial 'establishments, 'in India- . 1 '5

In the ' Ring's speech, at 'the opening of the session oh' the' 
7th January '18'12) the attention of Parliament ' was' directed to ' 
the propriety of providing ' such measures for the future govern
ment^ of the British ' possessions in India, ijs should appear fro’m’ 
experience 'and mature deliberation “ to be calculated to 'sC- 
“ chre their ii^i^l^ierttal ' prosperity, and to derive froim'l^h^ose ' 
“ Nourishing dominions the utmost degree of advantage to the 
“ commerce and revenue of the United Kingdom.”

On ' thb* 7th April, a petition was presented from the Com- 
pahy, praying that leave might be given to bring in a bill or bills) 
for cbhtmi^^ng 'the possession, government, and management of 
the territorial 'Acquisitions in the East-Indies in the Company-

The petition was ordered to lie on the table, and copies o'f the 
cofresjibhdehce which had passed between the Board of Commis
sioners and the Court of Directors to be laid before the 'House-

Numerous petitions from various parts o^ the country were 
presented to Parliament, praying for a free and 'open trade 
with 'India.Qa ,l^h^e^^9th ' June,, a petition was presented from the Com- 
pan^3^'.for' a loan of £^S^^£^C^0,000, to enable them to meet ' the' 
bill# drawn on' account of the Indian debt. The same being 
recommended by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent to the - 
House of Commons, was referred to a committee on the 7th 
July. i 'IThe bill 'f®' n^vancing the £^S^^£^^0,000 on loan to the 
Company passed the Commons, and 'received the royal assent' '
the 13th July. ■

Itl.,Ri^eJ,samqJJsessipn . an, act ..was passed,, authorizing ' the^. •
Company. to! re-transfer ' to the East-Indies debts- originally - ’ 
contracted there.'

On
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1813. , jPr‘tl^e ^2d'1\iatch tlie ' House'of CommoiW're'iSo'l^Sd
itself a conlmittee to consider' tlie petition of the'Easl-
India Company for a renewal'of their -charter.' ' L^'di-d’-CO^t^^’e- 
reagh, in introducing the subject, observed, that if he ’h^iid'his 
colleagues had cbnceived that the ' arran'ge^tn^e^r^^s^* 'the^j" 'f^l^h^iild 
propose would ' shake a system which had unquestionably 
answered all 'the great purposes of government, ithey '"^oi^ld 
have hesitated before they had suggested ' them "liif'liife pi’cl 
position 'would not only abstain from 'touching the pririi^^jgle' Bf 
that system, but ' would render 'it more applicable to the times. . 
His Lordship submitted sundry resolutions . to the House, 'con
taining 'certain modifications of the system. The propriety'df ' 
hearing' evidence at the bar of the House having been ac^^tlfel 
to, the examination commenced on the 30th 'March, 'before a 
con'imittee of the whole House, with that of Wi^rren 'Hastings,- 
Esq., and was continued until the ' 13th' Ap^i'llf whe^it- it'w^as 
deemed expedient, in order to save the time 'of the' Hof^s^dl'to 

-^]ppoint a Select Committee for the 'further inquiry.' A com
mittee fpr the same purpose was likewise 'nominated in the 
House 'of Lords. The Minutes of Evide:ncie';ldfm fwo.'l^tge !,■ ■ , , , , ® 
quarto volumes, and contain much interesting info'rihfitibn 
on the affairs of India, and the .commerce with''h^iit’‘doi^nttiy.. 
and with China generally. On the 31st Maj'l Lord'Gastle- 
reagh ' moved the order of the day for the 'House 'i^^^dlr^ing 'itidlf 
into a committee, > when the first resolution' for d ' cdntihuance^. 
of the ' East-India Company, with 'certain e^cli^mvb j^rivil'eges, 
was submitted. ' .'■

On the 16th June, the several resolutions ' having befntt^cnt! 
sidered, leave was given to bring in a‘bill. On the 28th Jiine, 
the House went into a committee on the bill.‘‘''T^l^(d -E^e>l:i^^l^- 
was brought up on the 1st July, when it was tnoVet^dtt^.'liitiit 
'the term as to the China trade to ten instead 'df twehtyttyears, 
,whicb was negatived by sixty-nine to twenty-^hiii^tii'' T^R§ttb!/d 
"^e^i^c^ing took place 'on the 13th July, and ' receiVed'-'l^liMi^^i^ySl 
assent 'Cn the 21st July 1813. ' ' '•’' f''m i bijncOtita

In the month of E^e^c^e^mber 1813, an act was passed 'hor ' fur
ther regulating the ' trade with India,* wbidi'j^e^^^^hiit^t^ed''tbe 
same to be carriied 'on with the ports, and 'places ' io -North and 

' . South’
* Vide Trade wi^h
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i^iputh America, with .Madeira, Panaries,, tfie Cap^.. ' de 181?..
.Yer^e, Islands, aiifl. the Cape of Good Hope, without .first 
coming; to ; the United • Kingdom. An act was also, passed 
.allowing .importations from and exportati<Hni'to, ' the .places 
within thci J^imits of the charter of the Companj', in sliips not 
.J^riitil^-l^i^ilt,* .
j,i ,an act.was passed to remote, all doubt as to 1814.
th^ia authority of ,the -..several. governments to impose . aqd,lev^ 
duties and ta:xe^..f ■ , . "
. By the twelfth ..article .of the treaty of Paris, concluded .SOth 
May ISi^^i,' his most Christian Majesty engaged not 'to erect 
any fQrtifi.c;ations on tlie establishments to be restored to him in 
Jndia, and,to maintain only such troops as may be necessary 
for .police- By the seventh article of a convention, signed ' at 
Bond^t^nJin March 1815, the civil ofiicers .in such establishments, 
in, the event of . a rupture between Great Britain and France, 

, arrj.not.to. .be considered as prisoners of wai*., :
rnlu j^i^^y,1^15l .an .act was passed to explain and amend the 1815. 
act ,of the .53d Geo. Ill, cap. ^^5, subjecting all grants .'of 

.•jinoney,. .bjy dbo,' East-India Company as well as by the Court 
l^f Ui^i^cc^torSl ■ beyond £^600, to any one person, to confirmation 
by stlhe, Board Jof . Commi^s^s^i^<^ne:ssn:

-r. On).t^-^^l .lath, June 1815, -an act was passed to authol^ii^(^',. the 
igovernnrents in . India, should they see fit, to remove all per- 
S^l^^^Jl^^lsirsg,s|^lb(^^ct^ of foreign states, from .Indi^a^.l 

.n.,M)Oott>e the act. authorizing postage on letters .‘to
and from India was passed, which act was revised in 1819.—

, (irlY .wn. pn, thb 1st March in this year that Buonaparte 
atf Cannes, a. J^^ll town in Provence, having embarked 

ifriipin rj^f^T^.to, .Ferrajo Ion the 26th February, on board a. brig, 
lfol.low«fl(sbJ^, ^0^u^iI. small vessels, conveying about 1,000 men, 
fBflPnoOlili^l’l'?_?nC°^orsic*I^s, Neapolitans, and Elbese. On the . 
lnfh•-lMi■^^‘^^fJ-j.-f'^.^^^^.ed Greooble; Lyons. on . the 9th; and , 
entered Paris on the 20th; where, on the 2'7th,. at .the ' Tuille- 

srifOllnlf^^.^eec.ii^'^d the addresses of ministers, &c. The cere- 
«fe.teif toot place on tlie 1st June; it was 

hoji l.ff^,,,/ Q. , i,, , . . , held
■ ~ 54G^6;’3,'Cap. 33. ' -’’i. J- ' f ■54'G^. 0,

§ 55, Geo. .3, cap. 84. .
,, ' -y** veo. », cap. 33. ' "I '

t o5 Geo. 3, cap. 64.
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1815. hejil in theChamp de, where he, took -the oath -to ■ observe
the constitution of the empire. On the 8 th of June, the several 
members of both Chambers. took the oath in his p^resence, 
when he adverted to ^le , , formidable coalition forming, against 
him, and announced the probability of ,his being -.soon,called 
to - appear at the head of the army. On , the, 42th, ,,be.,left■ 
Paris and pushed forwa^'d to Laon, and- op the 15th, .ttayked 
the Prussian posts on the Sambre, and carried teharlerei. 
The Prussian arm.y under Blucher was concentrated at 8‘im,’ 
breuf. The French continued their march towards., Brussl^ls. 
On the 16th, Blucher was attacked by the French in his posi
tion between Brie and Sombreuf, and was so much weakened 
as to be obliged to fall back on the Wavres the Duke -of 
W<^:^:^i^ngton also making a- corresponding movement upon 
Genappie; and, on the, FI th, moved to Wal^erloo, where, on 
the 18th, - the memorable battle took place. Buonaparte, 
after, his defeat, . reached Paris - on the 20th- ; having abtU-; 
cated in favour, of his son. - On the 22d, - he quitted, Pari®, 
and proceeded towards the western coast. ■ He .- arrived '...at 
Rochfort -on the 3d July, and resided at the house Ipf the) 
Prefect until the 8th, on- the evening of which - day be - pmbarked, 
on - board the Saale frigate for the Isle of Aix,- ,^n tthf, 10tb,l 
he sent a flag of truce on board the English man^olTway^s.Bebtr, 
rophon. On the 15th, he embarked on the Eperyier-brig* and, 
made sail towards the English admiral as - a flag,<£■-■MUPUj• 
when he was taken on board, and- brt^i^r^lit ,to,.,^^^'orbav ftp. 
the 24th. - , , , ,5 mu

An arra:ngement having been made with - tha JEfl^tiiln.dia: 
Company, it was determined that St. Helena,,should,ba,!tket 
place of Napoleon’s exile. On the 7th of August- -Jhe j^fts. 

. embarked on board the Northumberland, Captain,jSif pft^*Rrg^e^n 
Cockburn, which , ship -proceeded for her •d€l^tUJti_fi^JrJh^,f^,/T■s■^ 
lowing day, . ; o.h loo nk

1816. In April 1816, two acts were passed: the -one for.ntorejeffe.Ci. 
tually detaining Napoleon Buonaparte in cusI^i^i^vS tb&fJOtbCJ’ 
regulating the -intercourse -with the island during, his dfiiention 
there ;-f, by which, no vessels, other than those chartered or

engaged

• 56 Geo. J, cap. 22. ■* S6 Geo. S, cap. 2S*
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engaged t)y tlie were td 'trad'd’ oF-tOuch
tljgrer '' ' ' ’■"‘'’i " ‘ ‘ .<-r -

' ‘111 June 1817, an act was passed, permitting a direct ti^atfe 
to ’ and from ’the plaCeS within the’ Company’s limits and Certaih 
pOsSessi^ions in the Medit^erranean.* ' ' ' '

In ’June 1818, an act was passed to consolidate the several 
laws relating' to the manner in which the East-India Company 
are required 'to hire ships also another act to remove doubts 
as 'to the 'validity of certain marriages had and solemnized in 
i^hdia'by ministers of ‘the church of Scc^lthn^d/; ■

’ On tlie 5th June 1818, the committee of the House of Comd 
indt^s' to' whom the petition of "W^^l^l^iam Abbott, Reichard Arthuy 
Maitland, and Tho^mas Parry, and also the petition of several 
ri^ec^it^ors of the banking-house of Chase, Sewell, and Co., of 
Madra^ss' waS referred, submitted a report to the House, U;eom* 
patiied hyihii^titiss of evidence and an appendix; in which thd 
cc^mitlet'e'stated; ‘that there was no doubt advances’ werd made'- 
bji 'the petitioners,- of loans ’ to the Nabobs of the Car^^^t^i^i^; ’ and* 
ak' doubts had 'arisen as 'to the period when the act ■ of the ’37th'' 
Gdo. I'l^I,-whrch deceived the royal asse'^^t on the 20th July 1797, 
Re^i^l^t^d’ Madras, 'the committee observed, that the House might 
bdi^if O^’^inibii, that’ it 'would be advisable to permit a bill to ' be ' 
br^i^jght ihi',’ allowing the parties to bring evidence of the pecu
liar’ ■ei^c^llt^i5tahoes attending the loans before the Carnatic 
GomH^ssionCr!^,• at the 'same tii^e 'stating, that in framii^  ̂’ a ' 
bill ^h’‘i^hat 'object, ’ much care ought undoubtedly to 'be ' 
taken not to include in its relaxations any other loans ' than- ' 
thfisgh^iiiS, irt- the strictest sense, come within 'the' description 
tO^h^iih ki'O committee ‘ adverted, viz. on account of advances' - 
nSfide ^td-'o'orae degree of countenance on the part of the 
n^^ffh^h^i^d^'O^lSicers of government; to' enable the Nabob to ' • 

'Whicl^,'^^;y 'treaty, he had engaged to make good. '
An act was accordingly passed in the following ses^^i^jl;' but ''■• 

beht|h^9ph<k^'te ' 'act, it Was not printed.
'I^JS^jS^il 1819,’ ah ' act was passed, enabling his Majesty to 1819. 

fijt'lhg“’tate'a^Hd^i direct 't^he disposal of freight 'of money for the '
‘ 3' t • • - ’ ■ , ' . ' ‘ conveyance

* 57 Geo. 3, cap. 36.
t" 58 Geo. 3, cap. 83. 1 58 3, cap. 84.

1816.-
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1S^18., conveyance of specie and jewels on board his Majesty's 'ships 

and vessels.*
An act was also passed in July, regulating .the postage to 

and from India.-f—{Vide Postage.)
1820. In 1820, the foreign trade of 'the country engaged the atten

tion -of ' both Houses of Parliament
In the House of'Commons, on the 8th May, Mr. Baring on 

presenting a petition from the Merchants London, adverted 
to the necessity of revising the navigation laws, of repealing 
the wool tax, of permitting the importation of timber fi-om 
the north of Europe, and of removing the restraints on the' 
China trade.

On the 16th May, Mr. Finlay, in presenting a petition from 
the Chamber of Commerce at Glasgow, similar in its prayer 
to that from the Merchants of London, alluded particularly to 
the restrictions, on the China trade, and to the limitation on 
the tonnage of vessels engaged in the India trat^i^; he likewise 
urged the repeal of the usury laws, the revision of our revenue 
laws and bankrupt laws, and the removal of some of the 
imposts on the importation of foreign commodities.

In - the House of Lords, the Marquis of Lansdown, on the 
26 th May, moved for the appointment of a committee to con
sider of the means of extending and securing the foreign trade 
of the country. His Lordship expatiated at great length on the 
trade with the East-Indies. The Earl of Liverpool replied 
to his Lordship. No objection was made to the appointment 
of a committee, which was accordingly nominated; and, on -the 
3d July, Lord Lansdown, as their chairman, brought up the 
report.

In July 1820, an act was passed to enable the East-In^dia 
Company to raise and maintain a corps of volunteer infantry. '

In 'the House of Commons a committee had been appointed 
the 5th June on the foreign trade of the country; a report 
was brought up by Mr. Wallace on . the 18th July. Some 
relaxation in the .navigation laws was suggest^id; as well as the 
importance of extending the warehousing system. The incon
venience arising from the variety of laws relative to mercantile 

transactions 
f 59 Geo. S, cap. HI.* 59 Geo, 5, cap. 25,
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transactions was strongly pointed out, and a mon* liberal 4880. 
policy, with a due regard to the interests which had , grown,up 
under the existing system, was recommended to the attention 
of the House. ■

On the Hth April 1821, the Marquis of Lansdown pre- 1821. 
sented another Report from the Committee . on Foreign Trade, 
having reference more particularly to the British trade with 
Asia. . An act was passed* in the month 'of July following, 
autbt^^i^in^ a . trade to and from places within the limits of 
the charter of the East-India Company (excepting the domi
nions -of the . Emperor of China), and ports or. places beyond 
those limits, belonging to any state or country in amity with his 
Majesty.
, The Chancellor of the Exchequer, when he ' brought forward 

his Budget on the 1st June, adverted to two contingent cir- 
cumsitances, which might c-use an increase in the expenditure 
eitlier of that or the following year. The first was, the charge 
for out-pensioners of Greenwich Hospital; the second, a claim 
of. the East-India Company, arising out of a mixed and com
plicated account between Government and the Comp)^i^;^.-f 

r In June 18S^1.,j; an act ' was passed to regulate the appropria
tion of ■ unclaimed shares of prize money belonging to soldiers or 
seamen in the service of the East-India Company.
, On. the 14th. March 1822, Mr. Creevy brought forward a 1822. 
motion for an inquiry into the duties of the Board of Control, 
an^..-by^.whom .the same , were performed. In opposing the 
motion, Mr. Canning , remarked on the increase of business 

.which had taken place in the last five or six years, in the ratio 
of twenty per' cent., and bore testimony to the accuracy 
and , t^le^l;. , with which the papers draw^ up at the India

" House,. ,-J^nd sent to the Board, were prepared. The motion 
was negatived by ., two hundred and seventy-three to eighty-

T • • • • , ' '
\ . Ont ■ •

, ' * 2 Geo. 4, cap. 65. •
f On tiie ,13th July 1821, Viscount Lowther and S. R. Lushington, E^sq. were 

appointed "l^n* the part of Government, and Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. and G. A. 
Robison, Esq;, on the part of the I^^t-India Company, to adjust the outstanding 
accounts ; the final settlement did not take place till the following year.

I 2 Geo. 4, c. 61. '
' ' 2n • ■
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18'2!?.. ' I On theJ^6th June 1822, a copy of a Minute of the Lords 
of the Treasury was laid before the ■ House of Commons, 
and ordered to be printed; detailing the proceedings which 
had taken place since July 1821, to effect a settlement 
of the accounts between the public and the East-India 

. Compt^:^;r; and the determination of the Lords of the 
Treasury .to propose to Parliament, that the public should -pay 
to the Company the sum of £^1,300,000; such -sum to be consi
dered as closing the accounts between- thee, Government and 
the Company to the 30th April 1822, and to be applied in 
part discharge of the loan raised for the East-India Company 
in 1812. .

The sum of £^£^57,322, beyond the said sum of £^1,3^0^0,000, 
being necessary to complete the redem.ption of the £^2!,i^0^0^^000, 
raised by loan in 1812, for the service of the Company, 
arrangements were - made to meet that sum on the part of the 
Company; and the act of 3d Geo. IV, c.'93, was passed in 
the month of July, to carry into execution the settlement 
between his Majesty and the East-India Company, by >liich 
the account between Government -and the Company was closed 
to 30th April 1822, and repayment made by the Company to 
the public of the ■ £^2,500,000: the future charges on which were 
transferred to the Consolidated Fund.*

On the 10th June 1822, a petition was presented . from G. 
Prendergast, Esq., agent for Monohur Doss and Seetul Bahoo, 
praying satisfaction of ’their demands on the government of 
Oude. Copies of all proceedings of the Courtof D:^rectors . thereon 
were ordered to be laid before the House of Commons. Those 
proceedings consisted of a letter from Mr. Prendergast to the 
Court, setting forth the claims ,of the parties above adverted 
to; a Report from the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Court of Direct^ors, the 31st May, recommending to the Court 
the total and unqualified rejection of Mr. Prendergast's, -.de
mand, which report was unanimously approved by the Coiirt, 
and a communication to that effect made to Mr., Prender
gast, The Committee of Correspondence having had an 
opportunity of perusing Mr. Prendergast's petition to the 
House of Commons, they submitted a report thereon, under 

* date
* Vide of A^ccount be^wee^i Governme^^ and the Company*
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date the 19th June, pointing out the misstatements in the » 1822. 
peti^t^ic^n; which report was unanimously approved by the • 
Court of D:^rectors on the same day. Those additional _ pro
ceedings were laid before ■ the House of Commons on the 21st 
June.

On the 29th July 1822, the committee of the House of 
Common^ to whom the matter was referred reported that, 
owing to the late period of the session in which ' they com
menced their inquiry, they had not been enabled to make . 
further progress therein.

In the year 1823, further measures were adopted with refe- 1823. 
rence to the extension ■ of the commercial policy of the country. 
The warehousing bill, the object of which was to allow fo
reigners to dep^c^islt^ their goods in British warehouses, and to 
take them out without payment of duty, was passed.

Three acts relating to the affairs of the Company were also 
parsed in that session. ' .

The 4th Geo. IV, cap. 71, to authorize the Company to 
defray the charge of retiring pay, pensions, and other ex
penses of that nature, of his Majesty’s forces serving in 
India; also fixing pensions for the bishop and ar'chd^^^i^i^is; 
und likewise establishing a court of judicature at Bombay. 
With reference to the half-pay, pensions, &c., the Chancellor ' 
of the Exc^hequer, in submitting his Budget to the House, 
on the 2d July, stated, that a^ the Company had a large 
portion of British troops employed in protecting their terri
tory, it appeared reasonable that they should defray some part 
of the half-pay and pensions with which the country was 
chargeable on account of the army. The arr^i^j^ism^nt ulti
mately concluded wa^ that the Company should pay £^60,000 
a year. ■ - •

The 4th Geo; IV, cap. 80, (regarding which a lengthened 
corr^.s^c^^ndence took place between the Board of Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India and the Court of Di^i^ectors), was passed, 
to consolidate and amend the several laws respecting the 
Indian trade. By that act the restriction a^ to the burthen of 
vessels in any part of the India trade, as well as the necessity 
of taking out licenses, were abolished. India-built ship.s were 
likewise to be admitted to British registry, thereby enjoying the 

2 N 2 ' same
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’ 1823. ‘

1824,

1826.

1826.

same privilege as ships built in any other of the British 
plantations. '

A penalty is inflicted on any commander or officer of a 
ship taking on board, or conniving at any person being unlaw
fully taken on board h is ship, .

The third act was the 4th Geo. IV, cap. -81, consolidating 
and amending the laws for punishing mutiny and - degertion of' 
officers and soldiers ih the East-India Company's service.

On the 2d May - 1823, Mr. Wh^t^more moved in the House 
of Commons for a Select Committee to inquire into the duties 
payable on East and W’e^st-l^ndia sugar, and contended that, 
as far as our empire in India was we were bound,
not only by a sense of justice, - but of individual interest, to 
abolish the restrictions with which - the importation of East- 
India sugars into the home market was fettered. The motion' 
was rejected by one hundred and sixty-one to thirty^-^iour. .

In 1824, the 5th Geo. IV, cap. 88, was passed, authorizing 
the East-India Company to trade direct from China to the 
British colonies and plantations in America. And the -act of 
the same session, cap. 108, was passed, transferring to the Com
pany the Dutch possessions on the continent of India, and the 
settlement of Malacca ceded to Great Britain under a treaty 
concluded between his Britannic Majesty and the King of the 
Netherlands, on the 17th March 182'1, together with the 
island of Singapore; also authorizing the removal of convicts 
from Sumatra. An act was likewise passed (local and personal), 
cap. 117, enabling the Tanjore commissioners the better to 
carry into effect the agreement between the East-India Com
pany and the creditors of his Highness Ameer Sing.

In May 1825, papers relating to the discussions with -the
• Burmese Government were laid before the House of Commons.

In the month of July, - in the same year, an act was passed 
for further regulating the payment of the salaries and pensions 
to the judges in India, and to the Bishop of Ca^^^^i^l^a; also 
authorizing the transportation of offenders from the island of 
St. Helena, and for more effectually providing for the admi
nistration of justice in Singapore and Malacca.*

In March 1826, Mr. Williams Wy^nn brought two bills be
fore

* 6 Geo. 4, c. 85.
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fore the House of Commons, the one regulating the appoint
ment of juries in the East-Indies; the other to suspend the 
provisions of the 53d Geo. Ill, whidi makes it obligatory upon 
every person, before he shall proceed to Bengal, Madras, or 
Bombay, as a writer, to pass four terms at the ■ East-India 
Co^legie; and to authorize representatives-of civil and military 
servants dying hithin the Company's limits, or at the Cape of 
Good Hope, when on leave of absence from the settlement or 
station to which ' they may belong, to receive the salaries ' to which 
such ofi^c^iers would have been entitled had they returned to India.

^1826 ‘

law^.
Accounts to be laid bt^ore Parliament. .

, (1) And be it furtlmr enacted, that the Court of Directors of the 
said Company shall, Wl^liin the first fourteen sitting days next after 
the thirtieth day -of March in every year, lay before both Houses of 
Parliament an account, made up according to the latest advices 
hlich shall have been received, and with as much accuracy as the 
nature of the case will admit, the annual produce of the revenues 
of the British territories in India, distinguishing the same under the 
res]^iective heads thereof, at each of their several presidencies or set
tlements, with the amount of their sales of goods and stores hitlin 
the limits of their exclusive trade, and of all - their annual disburse
ments within the said limits, distinguishing the same under the re
spective heads thereof, together with the latest estimate of the same; 
and also the amount of their debts abroad, with the rates of irtti^i^iest 
they respi^ctively carry, and the annual amount of such inter^s^t; the 
state of their effects at each presidency or settlement, and in China, 
consisting of cash and bills in their treasuries, goods and stores, and 
debts owing to the said Company, according to the latest advices 
which shall have been received ther^c^f; and also a list of their several 
ettablithmentt in India, and other parts hitlin the limits of their . 
exclusive trade, and the salaries and allowances payable by the said 
Company in respect thereof; and also another annual account, made ' 
up to the first dqy . of March next preceding the delivery ther^o^f to 
Parliament,. containing the amount of the proceeds of the sale .of the 
goods and merclandizet o^ the said Company in Great Britain, and 
of their commercial arid. other receipts, charges, and payments in 
Great Britain, under the several heads thereof, together with an 
estimate of the same for the current year, and a statement of their 
bond debts and simple contract debts, with the rates of interest they 
respectively carry, and the amount of such interest, and the state 
of the .cash remaining in 'their treasury, and other effeicts appertain
ing to the Company in Great Britain or affl^i^t; and if any new 

2 N 3 or

LAWS,

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 126.
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or increased salaries, establishments, or pensions, payable in Great 
Britain, shall have been granted or created within the preceding year, 
the particulars ther^^:f shaH be specially stated and inserted at the foot

LAWS.^
lzys.

33 Geo. 3, _
c52, § 126’. of such account.

1813.
53 Geo. 3,

c, 155,
§ 65,

Accounts to be separated into Territorial and Commercial.
(2) And be it further enacted, that the several ac

counts required by the said ^ct; of the Parliament of 
Great Britain, ' of the thirty-third year of his present 
Majesty, to be annually laid before both Houses of 
Parliament, shall be henceforth prepared and ar^i^jjed,
in conformity to the principles of separation hereinbefore directed, of 
the territorial and political branch from the commercial branch the 
aifairs of the said United Company. _

The principle 
to be attended to 
m accounts to be 
laid before Par- 
Hament.—33 
Geo. 3, cap. ^2.

1816.
54 Geo. 3, 

c. 36, 
§ 55.

Accounts to be made up to the Isf May, annually.
- •

(3) And whereas, by an act made in the thirty-third .
year of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for mJaiUn'g’g,“ ma ing 11,

33 Geo. 3, c. 
", ■■ . ■ g 
the making up 
^.d presenting 
of E^ast-l^^ia 
accounts.

continuing in the East-lndia Company, for a further 
Term, the Possession of the British Territories in 
India, together with their exclusive Trade, under 
certain Limitations ; for establishing further Regulations for 
the Government of the said Territories, and the better Admini
stration of Justice within the sam^; for appropriating to - certain 
Uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Co^^i^a^jy; and for 
making- Provision for the good Order and Government of the 
Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay,” it is among other-

things enacted, that the Court of Directors of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies should, within 
the first fourteen sitting days aftep the thirtieth day of - March in, 
every year, lay certain accounts before Pa^^^i^i^^i^t;; and whereas it is, • 
expedient to alter the periods for making up and presenting the said 
accounts to Parlil^I^^<^l^t; - be it therefore enacted, that , the several 
accounts directed .by the said recited act to be presented to Parlia
ment shall, by the Court of Directors of the said United Company, 
be annually made' up to the first day of May, and be presented, to 
both Houses of Parliament within the first fourteen sitting days after 
the said period in every year, .any thing in - the said recited act con
tained to the contrary therieo^ notwithstanding.

1817.
57 Geo. 3, 

c. 120, 
§ 10.

Allotvances to Ship-Owners to be ■ laid b^ore Parl^iament. '

{4) Copies of all proceedings of the Court of Directors, touching 
the execution of the act authorizing the Company to 'make extra
ordinary allowances to ship-owners, to be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament, together with the annual accounts under the 33d Geo. HI, 
cap. 52.

Grants
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Grants Sa^i^^iry, Pension,' or Gratuity, to be laid'hefore'Parl^ame^^^^,
Copies of grants 

?aid'before Par! ^“7 Salary, pension, or gratuity, shall be submitted 
liament.
such grant, if Parliament shall be then sitting,, or if not, witliin one 
month after their then next meeting.

Notice by the Speaker as to Expiration of the Company's exclusive 
Pr^^^v'-^leges.

(S) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
at- any time upon three years’ notice to be given by 
Parliament, after the tenth day of April, one' thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-one, and upon payment made 
to tlie sakl United Company of any sum' 'or sums of 
money which, according to the provisions of a certain 
act of^the thirty-third year the reign of his ptesenf
Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for placing ■ the Stock, 
“ called East-India Annuities, under the Management 
“ of the Governor and Company the Bank of Eng- 
“ land, and engrafting the same on the Three Poimds. 
“ per Centum Reduced Annuities, in Redemption of a 

Debt of Four millions two .hundred thousand Pounds owing by the 
Public to the East-India Company; and for enabling the said 
Company to .raise a Sum of Money by a furthet Increase of their 
Capital Stock, to be applied in Discharge of certain Debts of the 
said Company,” shall or may, upon the expiration of the said 

three'years,'become payable to the said Company, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the said act, then and from thenceforth, 
and not before or sooner, the said term hereby gtanted to the said 
United Company,! and all right, title, and interest of the,said United 
Company, to or in any exclusive trade continued to the said Com
pany under the provisions of this act, shall cease and determine.

Not to deter
mine the corpo
ration of the . 
Company, or 
their right to 
trade in common 
with others.

* ’ - JdL . ’■ k ( • I, ?
(5>) Cojii’tis of w^^irani^s or ixisstJ^Ument^s g5i^^nt;ing

to both Houses of Parliament, within one month ufter

Ai'^'Ws.'i
1813.' ■

63 Geo. 3, 
‘cl l5nj 

§ 88.

On the. expira
tion of three 
years’ notice by 
Ph^hmi^nt any 
time after the 
loth A^pn li^iJl, 
and pay^^^t ot 
what is due from 
the public to the 
t^<^i^psnt, the 
tei^m and' tlie ex
clusive t^ade to 
cease and be d^- 
ter^iried.—ns 
Geo. 3, c. 47.

53;

it

■<(

§4. .(7) Provided also, that nothing in the said proviso 
last hereinbefore contained, or ■ in any proviso in the 
said act of the ninth year of King William III, or in 
the said chatter of the fifth day of September in the 
tenth year of his reign, or in any other act or charter 
contained, shall extend or be construed to extend to

determine the cotpotation of the said United Company, or to hinder, 
ptevent, or preclude the said Company or their successors, from carry
ing on, at all times after such detetmination of their exclusive trade as 
aforesaid, a free trade in, to, and from the East-Indies, and limits in 
the said last-mentioned act or charter contained, with all or any part 
of their joint stock in trade, goods, merchandizes, estates and effects, 
in C^i^nnon with other the subjects of his Majesty, his heirs and suc- 
cessots, ttading to, in, and from the' said part or limits. ,

2 N 4 (8) And
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1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§5.

§ 66.

made - under 37 
Geo. 3, c. 142, 
S9 and 40 Geo. 
3, c. 79, and 47 
Geo. 3, sess. 2, 
c. 68, to be laid 
annually, with 
accounts, before 
Parliament.

§ 94.

1811.
51 Geo.
c. 75, § 3.

3,

552 parliament. ,

(8) And be it further^‘«^i^^cted, that any notice in Notice by tlie
writing' signified by the, ^Speaker of the House of Com- deOTMid a°due 
mens for the time beine, by order of ■ the said House, notice by Parlia- 
sha)l be deemed and adjudged a due and proper notice
by Parliament to and for all the ends, intents, and purposes for which 
any notice is by this act diriected to be given to the said United 
Company. '

Regulations bp Governments abroad- .• Co^es to be laid bejfoi^e 
Parli^^ment.

(9) And be it further enacted, that from and after Copies of llegu- 
the passing of this act ' the said Court of Directors lations abroad

* *^,i , r» 1 TT /» TV 1 -mnde - under 37shall annually lay before both Houses of Parliament, 
together with the accounts directed by the said act of 
the Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year 
of his Majesty's reign, and by this act to be laid before 
the said Houses by the saicl Court, one copy of all 
the Regulations made l)y their several governments in 
India, and transmitted to them under and in pursuance 
of an act made in the thirty-seventh year ofhis Majesty’s reign, intituled 
“ An Act for the better Administration of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, 

and Bombay, and for preventing British Subjects from being con- 
“ cferned in Loans to the Native Princes in India;” and also of a 
certain other act, made in the thirty-ninth and fortieth year of his said 
Majesty, intituled “ An Act for establishing further Regulations for 
“ the Government of the British Territories in India, and the better 
“ Administration of Justice within the same and also of a certain 
other act, made in the forty-seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, inti- 
tituled “ An Act for the better Government of the Settlements Fort 

St. George and Bombay, for the Regulation of Public Banks, ' and for 
amending so much of an Act passed in the thirty-third Year of his 
present Majesty, as relates to the periods at which the Civil Ser- 
-^i^nts of the East-India Company may be employed in their Service 
abroad.” •

SuperanniuO^t^i^mi; Account oj'to be laid before Parliament.
(10) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that Account of su- 

an account of all allowances, compensations, remune- 1'^ before 
rations and superannuations which shall be granted, P^ai^liament. 
either to the officers or servants of the said Board of Commissioners, or 
to the officers or servants o^ the said Company as aforesaid, during the 
preceding year, shall be laid before Parliament within fifteen days 
after the next meeting ther^<^^
Alteration in Superannuations and Salaries (f Board of Commissioners 

to be laid b^c^re TParliamentt.
(11) And be it further enacted, that so much of an 

act passed in the fiftieth year of his present Majesty’s
So much of 50

Geo^ 3, c'.'iIT,
reign,
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reign, intituled “ An Act to du--^ct that Accounts of 
Increase and Diminution of Public Salaries, - Pen
sions, and Allowances shall be annually laid before 
Parliament, and to regulate and control the granting 
and paying of such Saliaries, Pensions, and Allow
ances,” as directs that, between the first day of

February and the twenty-fifth day of March in every

as directs *^c- 
coui^ts of iii- 
crease and dimU 
nution sala
ries, &c. to be 
laid before Par
liament, shall 
extend to the of
fce of the Com- 
missicnersfor the . - . - . ■
AHairs of India. year, if Parliament shall be sitting during any, part of 
such period ; or if Parliament shall not be sitting during any part of 
such period, then within forty days after the commencement o^ the 
session of Parliament in such year, there shall be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament - an account of every increase and diminution 
which shall have taken place within the preceding year, ending on the 
first day of January, in the number of persons employed in all public 
offiijes or departments, or in the salaries, emoluments, allowances, and 
espen^ies which may have taken place, or been paid, granted, received 
or incurred, for and in respect ' of all officers and persons belonging to, 
or employed in or by,- or in the service of all public offices or depart
ments, specifying the amount and nature thereof, and distinguishing 
in such account every increase and diminution in the amount of all 
allowances or compensations granted or allowed, as retired allowances 
or superi^i^i^i^^!tioris,' to any person or persons having held any - office, 
place, or employment, in any such public office or department,, op
having been employed in any manner in - any public services under -a^^' 
such office or department •; and' specifying;:, in every such account the ■ 
time and length service of every such person, - and the amount the ■
salary or allowances received by such person immediately preceding.' 
such superannuation, and the - nature of his services ; and also specify
ing in every such .account the grounds upon which every such increase 
or diminution in the establishment of any such public office or depart
ment, or any such salary, emolument, allowance, or compensation, 
or superannuation, as - aforesaid, shall have been made, granted, or 
allowed, shall extend and be construed to extend to the office the
Commissioners for the Affairs of India.

LAWS.
1811.
Geo. 8, 
c. 75,
§3.

51

BY-LAWr.
Item, it is ordained, That such accounts and papers as may from 

time to time be laid before either House of Parliament by the Court 
of Directors, shall be laid before the ne^t General Court. And that 
all priaceedings of Parliament which, in the opinion o^ the Court of 
Directors, may afifect the rights, interests, or privileges o^ the Eas^-' 
India Company, shall be submitted by them to the consideration of a 
General Court, to be specially summoned for that purpose, before the 
same shall be passed into a law. ,

♦ ■

c. I,§ 4.    
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PASSAGE

Previously to the act of 1813, the salaries of the governor
general, governors, judges, members of council, &c., if resident 
in England, commenced at the time of their embarkat^ii^ii: by 
the 53d Geo. Ill, the salaries commence from' the parties taking' 
upon themselves the execution of their ofiiccssand a certain 
allowance is made and advanced to the several parties for . the. 
purpose of defraying the expenses of their equipment and 
voyage. . ,

LAW^.
Pa^ssage-Money. -

LAWS^ (1)' And whereas by a certain act passed in the thir- ,For repealing

1813.
53 Geo, 3,

c. 155,
§ as.

teenth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intituled, Spe'CtitOg tlii?' l''e' 
An Act for establishing certain Regulations for the coixmenccnwint 

“ better Mana|^^n^l^l^^'oli the Affairs of the East-Indii^, •'of peftain 
nes, and direct- 
J^ng the oomf 
mencemeijt , 
thereof, and for 
oss^meefc <^f' jpas- 
suge-i^winey to ' 
certain ofiicers, 
•^13'Geo. 3, c. 
63.^g and .40 
Geo, a, e. 79.— 
31 Geo's €.142,

“ Company, as well in India as in E^rq^^ p’ ^t is 
enacted, that the salaries of the governor-general and 
council of Fort-William, and of the chie^ justice and 
judges of the Supreme Court of Judicatune at Forp 
William in Bengal, shall take place and commence, in 
respect to all such persons who shall be resident in 
Great Britain at the time of their appointment, upon 
and from the day on which such persons shall embark 
from ■ Great Bri^^iiv; arid that the salaries of all such person? wlip sli^ll 
at the time of their appointment be resident in India, shall compience 
from and after their respectively taking upon them the execuiioI^;Oi’ 
their offi^^s: and whereas by an act passed in the .fortieth year .of 
his • Majesty’s reign, intitulef, “ An Act for establishing. Jurtl)er 
“ Regulations for the Government of the British Territor.ies an India, 
“ and the better Administration Justice within the same,” a similar 
provision is made in respect to the salaries of the chiief justice and 
judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras : and whereas 
by an act passed in the thirty-seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, 
intituled, “ An Act for the better Administration of justice at Cal- 
“ cutta, Matffas, and Bombay, and for preventing British Subj^e^tsi«

• “ from
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LAWS-

1813.

c. 155,
5 8X

" from being concerned in Loans to the Native Princes in India,” 
a similar provision is made in respect to the salary of the Recorder of 
t^^Court of Judicature at Bombay : and whereas no such provision 53 Geo."3, 
has been made respecting the commencement of the salaries of the 
governor or council of Fort St. George, or of the governor or council 
of the town and Island of Bombay, or of the governor of Prince of 
Wales’ Island, or of the recorder the^^; and whereas it is expedient 
that a general and moderate provision should be made in respect of 
all thejsaid offices and of others who may happen to be in the United 
Kingdom at the time of their appoii^l^i^^i^tsi; be it therefore further 
enacted, that so much of the said acts of the thirteenth, thirty-seventh, 
and fortieth years of his Majesty’s reign, as relates to the commencement ; 
o^ salaries, shall be and the same is hereby rep^i^ll^d: and that from 
and after the passing of this act, the salaries of the several officers 
herehibefore mentioned shall commence from and after their respec- 
tivdy taking upon them the execution of their ofSt^c^Si; and the ' said 
Court of Directors shall and they are hereby required to pay and 
advanice to all and singular the officers and persons hereinafter men* 
tioned, who shall be resident in tlie United Kingdom at the time - 
of their respective appointments, for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of their equipments and voyage, such sums of money as are 
set against the names of such officers and persons respectively 3 that ' 
is to say, ■ ' ,

To the governor-general of Fort-William in Bengal.......... .
To each of the members of council the^^..........................
To the commander^ii^^t^chi^f of all the forces in Indii^.... 
To the c^^i^ifjustice of the Supreme Court at Fort-William 
To each of' the puisne judges th^r^e....................................
To the governor of Fort St. Gec^ir^e..................................
To each of the members of council there..........................
To the commander^ii^.^ichii^lf th^t^r......................................
To the chieif justice of the Supreme Court there...............
To each of the puisne j'udges th^n^r...................................
To the eovernoe of Bomt^ay...............................................
To each of the members of council there ......................
To the commander^ii^-^hii^!f there............................. . . .  ..
To the recordee then^^..........................................................
To the governor of Prince of Wales’ Island......................
To the eecoedee th^rr..........
To the bishop ..... .................
To l^e^tih of the ye^^l^<^^s^yons

1,200
2,500

1 1,500
1,000
3,000
1,000
2,000 .
1,200
1,000
2,500
1,000
]5^(^0
1,000
1,200
1,000
1,200

500    
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JiENSlONS.

The amount and conditions under, which the parties iiamed 
in the several enactments contained in this head,* are entitled 
to the pensions f^xed for their respective ofiices, - having been 
prescribed by Parliament. It may not be uninteresting t(j advert 
very' briefly to the proceedings which took place in the year 
1*S3S2, when the system of granting pensions from the public 
purse was revised, and all future,grants subjected to the cog
nizance of the Leg^islature. '

In the year 1780, Mr. Burke submitted to the House of 
Commons his plan for a general reform in the branches of 
public expenditure, and pointed out the injurious effects which 
had arisen from the system of granting pensions at the pleasure 
of the Crown on the civil list. It was not, however, till 1782,. 
that any steps were . taken to carry such revision into effei^it; in 
the early part of the year, acts were passed for disqualifying 
revenue officers from voting at elections, and for rendering 
contractors incapable of sitting in the -House of Commons. ' In 
the month of April, a message was sent down to both Hous^es 
of Parliament, recommending amo'ngst other measures, a re
form in the Civil establishment. A bill was accordingly 
brought in, upon which was founded the act of 1782, for 
regulating the civil list and the futute grants of pensions, and 
providing that henceforth no pension beyond £^1,200 per annum 
be granted, excepting to -his Majesty’s Royal Family, or on an 
address of either House -of Parliament^.,

A custom- had prevailed of granting pensions on a private 
list, during his Majesty’s pleasure, upon a supposition, that in 
some cases it might not be expedient for the public good to 
divulge the names of the persons on such list, or that it might 
be disagreeable to the persons receiving such payments to have 
it known that their distresses were so relieved. It appearing to 

>' Parliament
• * J^^g'es, Bishop, Archdeacons, and Recorder.
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Parliament that ' such usage might be the ipeans of practising 
seci’et and dangerous corruption, they declared it to be no dis- 
paPa'^(^i^^:nt for any person to be relieved by the royal bounty 
in their distress, or for their desert;; but that, on the contrary, 
it is honourable on^just cause to be thought worthy of reward. 
•It was acc^ri^^^gly ordained, in future, that all pensions should 
be paid at the Exchequer, and the ' names of the parties to 
whom or in trust for 'whom such pensions is granted, entered 
there. Provision was at the same time made for permitting the 
high treasurer, or first Commissioner of the- Treasury, to return 
into the Exche^qu^e^r^- any pension then on the private list, with
out the name of the pensioner, on taking an oath that such 
pension was not directly or indirectly for the benefit, use, or 
behi^l^if -of any member of the House of Commons, or applicable 
directly or indirectly, to the purpose of supporting or pro
curing ah interest in any place returning members to - Par
liament. In 1799, an act was passed, enabling his Majesty to 
grant certain pensions to the Lord Chancellor hnd Judges of 
the several courts in England.

In the month of February 1817, , Lord Castlereagh brought 
under the consideration of the House of Commons a statement 
of the public income and the expenditure, with a view to 
fixing a permanent peace establishment g ' and proposed the 
appointment of a committee to inquire into and state the in
come and expenditure of the United Kingdom for the year 
ending the 5 th January 1817 ; and also to consider and state the 
probable income and expenditure, so far as the same could be 
then estimated, for the years 1818 and 1819, and to report 
therein; and also on what further measures mights'be adopted 
for the relief of the country. An amendment was moved by 
Mr. Brand, to carry the inquiry so far back as 1799, which 
was lost by 210 to 117. The committee was accordingly 
appointed, crnish^t^ing of twenty-one members. On the 5th 
May the first report, relating to the abolition of sinecures, 
was laid before the House. The existence - of sinecures was , 
considered as a blot and blemish in the system of the count^j^ry: 
it Wis liable to the charge of favi^i^i^ii^t.sm; and another strong 
objection was, its being granted in reversion. The abolition 
of certain of^ces was accordingly recommended, and that his 

Maj^i^
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Majesty should be empowered to grant pensions in lieu d^ such 
rewards. In the course of the discussions which took place, it 
was moved, that any person who might accept a pension u®!ler 
the proposed act, should vacate his seat in Pai^Uan^m^tnit was 
rejected by sixty-four to twenty-seven. The bill passed both 
Houses of Parliament, and in July received 'the Royal assent. 

57 Geo. 3, Under limitations and restrictions, the act prescribes four 
c. 65. . . .sections or classes.

First; Class:

The First Lord of the Tretssui^j^*;
His Majesty's principal Secretaries of 'State;
The Chancellor of the ExchequT^i-; ,
The First Lord of the Adm^:^i^ai^^;
The President of the Board of Commissioners for the 

Affairs of India; by the Act of the 6th of Geo. IV., 
cap. ' 89 (July 1825). >

To any person who shall have served in any one or more of 
the above-mentioned .of^ces for a period of not less than two 
years in the whole, either uninterruptedly or at different times, 
his Majesty may grant a pension during life, not exceeding 
£3^^^000 per annum. No greater number than six such pensions 
to be existing at the same time.

Second Class:

The Chi^^ Secretary for Irelai^d; ' 
The Secretary at War.

To any person who shall have served in the above-mentioned 
offices not less than five years in the whole, either uninter
ruptedly or at different times, in either or both of the offices, 
a pension during life, not exceeding £^2,000 per annum. No 
greater number than three such pensions to be existing at the 

' same time. ,
, Third Clc^f^s:

The Joint Secretaries of the Tre^^ury; 
First Secretary of the Admiri^ll^ty; 
The Vice-President of the ■ Board 

■ Act of July 1825.

■ After five years' service in any one or 
offices, a pension during life of £^1,500

of Tradie; by the

more of the above 
per annum. No 

greater
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greater number -than six such pensions to be existing at the 
same ti^^. ' .

* FGurth Clc^s^s):

The Under Secretaries of Statute: 
Clerk of thg Ord]^^^:^(^<5; . .
Second Secretary to the Admij^calt^iy; and,

, The Secretary to the, India Boairl; by the Act of July
1825. . •

After ten years' service in any one or more of those offices, 
f1,000 per annum during life. No greater number than six 
such pensions to be existing at the same time.

A provision, however, was inserted, that any person who 
' shall have served in more than one of the three latter classes of 

ofl^ces, and the-whole period of his service therein shall amount 
to eight years, he shall be entitled to the pension annexed to_ 
the higher class of office of £^2,000 per annum, provided he 
shall have served in such higher class not less than three years.

By the Act,of 1810 it is provided, with reference to persons 50 Geo. 3, 
who have served the Crown in foreign countries, that no pen- ’ ‘
sion oi^, allowance shall be granted within less than ten years 

. from the date of such person's first appointment, during 
which lime he shall have served not less than three years, and 
no such allowance shall exceed £^2,000 per annum; and the 
person in whose favour the grant shall be made, is not to be 
less than thirty-five years of age. .

Such are the provisions with reference to offices under the 
Crown. ' ■

Those now will be noticed as respect the Company.
In 1793, the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52, was pasi^i^d; by the

125 th section of which act, any new pension or increase of 
pension beyond £^200 per annum, is not available in law.if 
granted after the passing of that act, and during the con^'' 
tinuance of the Company's right in the exclusive trade, unless 
approved an^ confirmed by the Board of Commissioners for 

the Affairs of India, attested under the hand of the President 
of the Board. .

The first enactment establishing pensions to parties who 
had held ofB.ces in India, was passed in - 1797. By the act of 
, ■ the
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the 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 142, it was declared, that the Su
preme Court of Calcutta should thereafter consist of a chief 
justice, and two, instead of three puisne judge!?; and his Ma
jesty was empowered to direct payment of a yearly sum out 
of 'the territorial revenues, to any chief justice or other 
judge, on his returning' to Europe, provided they shall have 
resided seven years in India—to the chief justice not exceed
ing £^2,000 per annum, and such puisne judge £^1,500 per 
annum; also to' each of the recorders of Madras and Bombay 
who should have resided in India as recorder. five years, on 
their return to Europe, £^1,^200 per annum; but such pensions 
were not to exceed in the whole ^6,000 per mmum. In 
July 1800, when the Supreme Court was established at 
Madras, his Majesty was authorized to grant a pension of 
^1,600' per annum to the chieif justice, and ^1,400 to a puisne

• judge on their return to Europe, provided they had resided 
in India seven years as chief or puisne judge. The pensions 
which might be granted to the judges of the Supreme Court 
at Calcutta and Ma^dras, and to the recorder 'at Bo^mbay, were 
not to exceed in the whole the sum of ^11,000 per annum, 
which sum was 'equal to the sala^es of one puisne judge at

• Calcutta and one at Madras.
The next legislative provision as to pensions was made in 

1813, when his Majesty was empowered, by warrants under 
his royal sign-manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer for ' the time being, to grant pensions ' to the 
bjshop and archdeacons, after fifteen years' residence, tci the 
former ^1,500 per annum, and to the latter £^^00 per ' aiinuiii; 
the same to be taken as part of the political charges' bf 'the 
Company. '

In June 1815, by the 8th section of the '55th ' Ill, cap.
84, his Majesty was empowered, in the event of the proihbtion 
of any of the parties to the highest statjo^ns^,^. to ^jr.ant, ^he 
largest pensli^i^,. provided the party shall have filled such ■ 
station for four years, and have been resident in India seven,, 
although they might not return to Euro;^(3: in the event, how
ever, of their re-appointment to any of the offices, such pen
sion was to cease.

Alt^e^i^at^i^ons
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Alterations were made in 1823; but the existing laws as 

to pensions are contained in the act of 1825, 6th Geo. IV, 
cap. 85, by which it is provided that no allowance shall be 
made to any judge who shall not have resided in India as chief 
justice or puisne judge, or as partly 'one and partly the other, 
for five year:^; after which period the scale of pension is guided 
by length of service.

L^oo <^O.
2,,^(^0 c^o.

750 do.
1,000 ^0.
l,£^(^0 c^o.

CALCUTTA.

To the chi^:f justice who shall have served as such for five 
years .......................................................................... per annu^m.

As chie:f or puisne, partly one and partly
the other office, seven years............... .

Ditto ten year^......................................... .
To each puisne judge, after five yeai^i^... 
Ditto seven years ...................... ................
Ditto ten yea;r!^..........................................

' MADRAS AND BOMBAY.
To the chief justice, after having served as

years ............................................................
As chie:f or puisne, partly one and partly 

the other, seven yeai^s........................  .
Ditto ten years...............................................
To each of the puisne judges, after five

years ............. . ............................................
Ditto seven yeai^r..........................................
Ditto ten yeairs..............................................

If a chie:f justice has not filled that office in one of the Su
preme Courts for five years, he is only entitled, on resigning, 
to the allowance to be made to the puisne judges of the court 
to which such chie:f justice shall belong.

such five
£800 per annum.

1,000 do.
1,600 do.

600 do.
800 do.

1,200 do.

PkincE

2 o
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.do. 
do.

PRINCE OF WALES' ISLAND.
Meciord^^.

To the Recorder, after five years,............£^5^00 per annum.
Dittto............ .  .. aetee seven yeaI^s, (^,i.. 650
Ditto ................ after ten years, ........1,000

T^e eccoreee's . residence in India, if he should be appoiotee 
to the office of chi^^Jf justice, or puisne judge, of either of the 
Supreme . Courts of Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay, to be ac
counted and taken in the proportion ' of ■.three years' ecsiecncc 
as eecorece( to two years as such puisne judge.

BISHOP AND ARCHDEACONS.
Bf the act of 1813, it is provided that his Majesty may 

grant to the person who has eillce ' the office of bishop for 
fifteen years, a pension of £^1,500 per aOnum; and to each 
person who shall have served the same time as archdeacon, 
£800 per annum. By the act of July 1823, the period of ser
vice was limited to ten years. A further alteration as respects 
the bishop was made by the act of 1825, by which -it is pro
vided that his Majesty may grant—

To a bishop, who shall execute that office within the limits 
*<of the Company's charter, n^sr fi^ee jeer

Ditt^to........................... .  .... if .seven years, l,(^00
Dittto...................................if r^en l,^(^0
To an aechdeacon( after ■ ten years' service, 800
Of the period of ten years' service, to entitle an aechecacoo 

to a pension, seven must have been passed in that stati^i^n; the 
ecmaioiog three years may be computed from his service as" 
chaplain, in the proportion of three years as chaplain to two 
as archecacon.

The Company's regulations as to chaplains to remain in full 
noece( a^ the Court of Directors may oeeee and direct.

d^O. 
d^O. 
d^o.

z

LAWS.

1825.
6 Geo. 4) 

c. 85, §

LAWS. - 
Judges.

Bengal.
(1) And t^e be furtl^i^ir enach^d,i^liatif any of tOe 

chie^ justices or puisoc judges of thc said Supreme 
Courts of Judicature at Fort William, Madras, or Bom
bay res^^ectivelf, or the recorder of the Court of Judi
cature of Prioce of Wales' Island, shall resign his

Pensions o> 
chi^f justice and 
jud^ze^' on fesin'd 
nation.—F^ive 
years* • residenee 
necessary-; *' -

office
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office in consequence of age, infirinky, or other cause, to be ap
proved by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, it shall and may be 
lawful for his Majesty, his heirs or successors, by warrants under 
the sign-manual, to direct and authorize an allowance to be made 
out of the-revenues of the British territories in India, to such chief 
justice, puisne judges, or recorder so resigning, subject to -the limi- 

' tations and restrictions hereinafter provided ; that is to say, provided 
always, that it shall not be lawful . for his Majesty to direct any such 
allowance to be made to any person who shall not have resided in India 
for five years, either as chief justice, or as a puisne judge, or partly 
as one and partly as the other, of some or one of the said Supreme 
Courts.
Limitation o^ 

allowance to 
chkf justice 
Fori William.

LAWS.

1H5.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. 85, § r.

(2) Provided also, and be it enacted, that it shall 
not be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made 
to any chi^^ justice of the said Supreme Court of Judi

cature at Fort William, than the sum ' of one thousand pounds ster
ling per annum, unless he shall have resided in India as such chief 
justice or puisne judge, or partly as one and partly as the other, 
for seven ye^^^; nor if he shall have so resided for seven years, shall 
it be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be jnade to him jthan 
the sum -of one thousand three hundred pounds sterling per annum, 
unless he shall have resided in India as such chielT justice or puisne 
judge, or partly as one and partly as the other, for ten year^; nor if 
he shall have so resided for ten years, shall it be lawful to direct any 
larger allowance to be made to him than the sum 'of two thousand 
pounds sterling per annum.

Justices, Madras and Bombay. ■
(^) Provided also, and be it further epacted, that it 

shall not be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be 
made to either of the chi^^ justices of the said Su
preme Courts of Judicature at Madras or Bombay,

than the sum of eight hundred pounds sterling per annum, unless he 
shall have resided in India as such chie^ - justice or puisne judge, or 
partly asone and partly as ' the other, for seven year^; nor if he Shall 
have so.resided for seven years, shall it be lawful to direct any larger 
allowance; to be made to him than'the sum of one thousand pounds 
sterling per annum, unless he shall have, resided in India as such chief 
justice or puisne judge, or partly as one and partly as the other, for 
ten years; nor if he shall have so resided for ten years, shall it be 
lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to him than the sum 
of one thousand six hundred pounds sterling per annum.

Puisne Judges, Bengal.
(4) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 

shall not be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be 
made to either of the puisne judges of, the, said Su- 

2 o S' premc

Limitation 
allowance to 
chie^ justices 
Madras and 
Bombay.

of

L^imitation of 
allowance to , 
puisne of
Fort Wiliiam.

5 8.

§ JO.
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LAW^.

1825. 
6 t^eo. 4;

c. 85, 
$ 10.

preme Court of Judicature at 'Fort William than the sum of seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall 'have 
resided in India as such puisne judge for seven years ; nor if he shall 
have so resided for seven years, shall it be lawful to ■ direct any 
larger allowance to be made to him than the sum of one thousand 
pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall have resided in India as 
such puisne j'udge for ten year;; nor if he shall have so' resided for 
ten years, shall it be lawful to di^^ct any larger allowance.to be jnade 
to him ' than the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds' sterling per 
annum.

§ 11.

5 12.

L^^mi^^ion of 
allowance to 
puisne judges of 
Madras and, 
Bombay,

Puisne Judges, Madras and B^ombay.

(5) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be
lawful to any larger allowance to be made to
any one of the puisne judges of either of the said 
Supreme Courts of Judicature at Madras or Bombay 
respectively, than the sunS of six hundred pounds sterling, per annum, 
unless he shall have resided in India as such puisne judge for seven 
year^; nor if he shall have so resided for seven years, shall it be 
lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to him than the sum 
of eight hundred pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall have 
resided in India as such puisne judge for ten yea^!^; , nor if he shall 
have so resided for ten years, shall it be lawful to direct any larger 
allowance to be made to him than the sum of one thousand two hun
dred pounds sterling per annum.* •

Justices mustt serve Jive years as such Jbr larger Pension.

(6) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it Chief justice 
shall not be lawful for his Majesty to di^^ct any larger Xmippuisne™™^ 
allowance to be made to any chie^ justice of any of judge, unless he 
the said Supreme Courts so resigning, than the amount
, , . , r- , 11 , 1 1 justice for fiveby this act limited, for the allowance to be made to the years, . 
puisne judges of the court to which such chie^' justice >
shall belong, unless he shall have held the office of a, chi^^ justice of 
one of the said Supreme Courts during five years of his residence in 
India.

513.

Recohj^er.
Limitation Of Allowance to R^ecorder of Prince of Wales’ Island.' '
(7) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful to ^rect 

any larger allowance to be made to the recorder of the said Court of 
Judicature of Prince of Wales’ Island than the sum 6f five hundred 
pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall have resided in India' aS 
such recorder for seven year^; nor if he shall have so resided for seven 
years, shall it be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to 
him than the sum of six hundred and fifty'pounds sterling per annum, 
j^t^less he shall have resided in India aS such recorder' for ''terf'ye^aiSis-;

’ nor
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nor if he sl^all have so resided for ten years, shall it be lawful to direct 
any larger allowance to be made to . bin* than the sum of one thousand 
pounds sterling per annum.

Time R^ecorder appointed Judge to be reckoned at a certai^n. rate.
(81 Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if any person 

having for any time resided in the East-Indies as recorder of the said 
'Court of Judicature of Prince ‘ of Wales' Island, shall have been or 
shall be appointed to the ol^ce of chie^ justice or puisne judge of 
either of the said Supreme Courts of Fort William, Madras, or Boni- 
bay, the period of residence of such person in the East-Indies as such 
recorder of the said Court of Judicature of Prince of Wales' Island 
shall be accounted and taken as and for a residence in India as a 
puisne judge of such courts respectively, in the proportion of three 
years' residence as such recorder to two years' residence as such puisne 
judi^ie; and that if such person shall have resided in the East-Indies 
partly as such recorder and partly as such chief justice or puisne 
judge, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and suc
cessor's!, in manner hereinbefore-mentioned, to direct such allowance 
to be made to' such person as might lawfully be directed in 'case such 
'person had resided the whole of such time as such recorder, and had 
rTsigged the 'office of such recorder, 'although such person may not 
have resided in India fot such length of time as to entitle him, under 
■'tlhe ' provisioes herein contained, to the allowance of a chie^ justice or 
puigee ' judge. . . .

Bishops and Archdeacons.
T^fntsi^ons to Bishops and Ar^chd^eacons.
(9) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may '

V

y,Aws.
1825.6 Geo. 4, 
C85,

§ 14.

(9) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 1813. 
tie lawful for his Majesty, by warrant under his roj.al 53^^^5. 
sign-manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the 
Exc^hequer ' for the time being, to grant to any such 
bishop and archdeacons respectively who shall have 
exercised in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, the office, 
or ofiiues of bishop or archdeacon, or either of them,. 
the following pcn^ii^i^^: that is to ' say, to any such. 
bishop, a pension not exceeding fifteen hundred pounds.

His Majesty 
majn grant pen
sions to bishops 
and arciideacons 
who have dis
charged their 
functions in In
dia for fifteen 
years.— Vide 6 
.Geo. 4, as to the 
bishop.
• • •* r

per annum, and to any such archdeacon, a pension not exceeding eight 
hundred pounds per annum, which said pension shall'be paid 'and 
defri^j^ied,quarterly by the said Company, and shall be deemed and 
■tdien as part of the political charges of the said Company.

, Pension? to bi- (10) And be it further enacted, that . it shall and may 
dcacons'ifteVten lawful for his Majesty, his, heirs and successors, in
years. manner in the said act mentioned, to grant to any such
bishop who shall have exercised in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid 
for ten years ,the of^ce of bishop o.r archdeacon, and to any such 
archdeacon who shall have exercised in the East-Iudies, or parts ■ afore
said, ' for ten years,, the ofSce archdeacon, pensions not exceeding

. , 2 o 8 such
1*1

c. 15.5, 
§54.

1823.
4 Geo^, 4, 
C71, § 3.
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1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

c. 7l,‘ 
§4.

l825. 
Geo. 4, 
c. 85, 
§ l5.

§ 16.

566 PENSIONS^.

such sums respectively as his Majesty by the said act of the fifty-l^hird 
year of the reign of his late Majesty is empowered to grant to any 
such bishop or archdeacons. ' '

(11) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if 
■^ny person residing any time in the East-Indies, or parts
aforesaid, as one of the chaplains of the said United 
Company, shall hav^ been or shall be appointed to the a ceiri^ii^ pro-
offi?e of such archdeacon as aforesaid, and shall 'have 'ther"°provi^on 
resided in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid as such as to chaplains, 
archdeacon seven years, the period .of residence of such person as 
chaplain shall be accounted and taken as and for a residence as such 
archdeacon, in the proportion of three years' residence as such chap- 

■ lain to two years' ' residence as such ar<^]^h^<^^c^<:oi: provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend, to 
prejudice the right of, any person being or having been a chaplain of 
the said United Company, to any benefit he may be entitled to as 
under or by virtue of any regulation now in force, or hereafter to be 
made by the said United Company, or their Court of Directors, nor 
to prejudice or affect the right of the said United Company, or their 
Court of Directors, to make, repeal, vary, or alter any regulation or 
regulations respecting the chaplains of the said United Company, or 
-;he pay or allowances, pensions or retirements of such chaplains, 
which the . said United Company, or their Court of Directors, may 
now lawfully make, repeal, vary, or alter.

(12) And whereas under and by virtue of ah act made ■ Pension to bi
and passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of his 
late Majesty King George III, and of another act made 
and passed in the fourth year of the reign of his present 
Majesty, provision is made for' granting a pension to 
the Bishop of Calcutta, under the limitations therein 
contained, and it is et^j^^dient to make further provision in respect 
thereof; be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his 
M ajesty, his heirs and successors, in manner in the said act of the 
fifty-third year of the reign of his late Majesty mentioned, to grant 
to any such bishop, who shall have exercised within the limits of the 
charter of the said United Company the office of bishop of Calcutta 
for five years, a pension not exceeding one-hali^ of the sum which his 
Majesty, by the said act of the fifty-third year of the reign of his late 
Majesty, is empowered to grant to any such bishop ; and also to grant 
to any such bishop who shall have exercised within the limits afore
said the said office of bishop of .Calcutta for seven years, a pension 
not exceeding two-thirds of the sum which his Majesty by the said 
act of the fifty-third of his late Majesty’s reign is empowered to grant 
to ' any such bishop.

Pensions not to he granted for a less Service than Ten Years, 
except in cases of illness.

(13) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it Notioi^e^ frn^nt-
• shall

Chaplains act
ing as ar6^d2^- 
cons to be enti
tled to pension,

portion.—Fur- 
'ther p)rovision

shop on resigna
tion.—Five 
years, £^750— 
seven years, 
^1,000—ten 
years, ^zl^SOO.

    
 



PENSION^^. 567

ed for a less ser
vice than ten 
'^ears, exc^jjt in 
conse<^uence of 
illness or in
firmity.

shall not be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs or succes-, 
sors, to direct any such allowance to he made to any 
such chie^ justice, puisne judge, recorder, or bishop 
respectively, who before he shall have held and exer
cised such offii^e, or some or ope of such ofices, for the 

space of ten years jn the whole, shall resign his said of^ce for any 
other cause than in consequence of illness or infirmity, to be proved 
to the satisfaction of his Majesty, his heirs or successors.

LAWS.

1825.
6 Geo. 4,

c, 85, § 16.

BY-LAW.
Reso^^iutions of 

the Coi^irt of Di
rectors' respect
ing new or in
creased pensions 
exce^c^^^g ^^2^00 
per dnnum, to be 
laid before two 
general courts, 
together with the 
documents upon 
which such reso
lutions may have 
been foi'med.

It is ordained, that every resolution of the Court 
of Directors for granting a new pension or an increase 
of pension, exceeding in the whole two hundred pounds 
per annum, to any one person, shall be laid before and 
approved by two general Courts specially summoned 
for that purpose, before the same shall be submitted to 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
in the form of a report, stating the grounds upon which 
such grant is recomi^^i^c^^d; which resolution, and 
report shall be signed by such directors as approve the 
same, and that the documents upon which such reso

lution may have been formed shall be open to the inspection of the 
propriietors from the day on which public notice has been given of the 
proj^osed grant.

2 o 4

    
 



’ POSTAGE TO’ AND PROM ' INDIA;
■■ ■- -■ ■■ ' ■ ' 'I f' r , ■ . .. ........................

I

, The revenue arising from. Postage on letterS first l^^<^^(^£^nie 
the subject of parliamentary enactment in 16(50* by the Mtil 

Charles II, .cap. 85; that act was repealed in IT IO byhfe 
9th Anne, cap. 10, under which one general post-ofiice was 
to. be erected in some convenient place in the city of 'London, 

..from whence letters were to be despatched with speed 'and 
expedition . to all parts of Great Britain, Ireland, North 
America, and the Wc^st-In^dies. One general post-master w-as 
to., direct the whole. Carriers, coachmen, and watermen were 
prohibited carr^ying letters; and rates 'were fixed for letters 'to 

, and from all parts of the Contii^i^i^it; likewise to and from Spain, 
Portugal, Sicily, the We^st-Indies, and America. . * ’*

In 1765, by the 5th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, the' masters of afl 
ships and vessels bringing letters were required to deliver 
them to the post-ofiice before the vessel w^'* admi^i^l^t^e^'‘'lo 
entry. The embezzlement of letter', and taking 'nbteS' brdloiils 
out of them, also robbing the mail, were made felt^iieea ' '

In 1660, the revenue appears to have been about... £^2^1,S00 
In 1714', 
In 1722, 
In 1764, 
In 1'7^4^, 
In 1801, 
In 1825,

* Nett payment into the E^xche^uer was 
Charges of collection ,,
Other payments ................................... .
Balances and bills out^lt^i^dii^gp...........

Total..............   . .

.........  64,000

. .......2(^1,8^04

.............. 281)635

...... j... 43^^i,(^(^0• 

............  1,144,900

.........
' 1 II In

.il 600,500

.. 55,414

.. 206,006

.e2,f^8^S!,5:i5
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In the year 1735, the privilege of franking had been carried 
to such an extent^ that the avrrragej value of letters • franked 
amounted to £^170,000. The House of Commons appointed 
a committee to inquire into the pr^'^^ii^e^e; their report was 
laid before the House on the • 16th April 1735, by which 
report it appeared that the privilege of franking and receiv
ing letters free, was coeval with ' the . act of Charles II, 
granting the post-c^fiice revenue- to his Majesty. In support 
of this assumption, the committee ' stated, that having- exa
mined the first steps of that act, they found in the paper 
bill, which remained in the custody of the clerk of the House, ■ 
a clause, ' reserving, the privilege to the members of the 
House of Commioini; which clause was left out by the Lords, 
because there was no provision made for their letters passing 
free, , and because as it was a motiey bill they could not make 
any addition to it, though they took upon them to leave out 
part of it; it occasioned some difficulty iii the House - of 
Commons about passing the bi^^^^: to facilitate which the com
mittee stated, they had reason to believe that the persons who ' ■ 
had then the honour to serve the crown i and who were mem
ber? - of , the House, would give the rest of the members assu
rances that their- letters should pass - free, though the House 
should -pass the bill without such clause.

In corroboration of this statement, the following - extract 
of a warrant from the King, dated the 14th May 1661, was 
issued:— '

“ Charles R.
The King, being informed by his Majesty’s principal secre

tary of state, that the members of Parliament seemed 
unwi^:^:ling to pay for the postage of their letters during the 
sitting of Parliament, his Majesty was thei'eupon graciously 
pleased to give directions to the farmers his post-office,
that all single letters, but not packets, sent by the pcst-cfFice 
to or from any member of either House Parliament, go 
free, without payment of - any thing for the post thereof.” 
Resolutions were passed declaratory of the r^j^l^l;; also that 

all letters not exceeding two ounces, signed by the proper 
■ hand
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-liana or directed to any member, should . pass ' free, forty days 

before and forty days after every summons or prorogation, - , ,
In 1764, by the 4th Geo. Ill^,, cap. 24, members of the Lords 

and Commons were required to write the whole of the super
scription : the forgery of franks was declared liable to trans
portation. .

In 1784, by the 24th Geo. Ill, section 2, cap. 37, me^^l^t^i-s 
of Parliament were required -not only to write the whole super
scription in their own hand, but . to add the name of the post 
town from whence the letter is sent, with the date written in 
words. 1 1,

In this year, mail-coaches were first established by Mr, 
Palmer, the comptroller of the general post-off^^^; in ithe 
following year, by the 25th Geo. Ill, cap. 57, the mail
coaches were exempt from paying toll. ’

In 1795, by the- 35th Geo. Ill, cap. 53, the frank weight 
is reduced to one ounce, and no letter is exempt from postage 
unless the -member be within twenty miles of the post-office 
into which it is put on the <tay marked on it, or on the pre
ceding day. Members are restricted a^ to - the number of letters 
to be sent and received fr^i^: the former to ten, the latter to 
fifteen, each day. Non-t^^mmissioned officers, seamen, and 
soldiers actually on service, may send letters, signed on the 
back by the commanding officer, on payment of -one penny.

In 1815, the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 153, was passed, first levy
ing postage on letters to and from India, the Cape of Good 
Hop^Cy. Ceylon, and the Mauritius; that act was repealed in 
1819, by the .59th Geo. Ill, cap. Ill, the provisions of which 
will ilbw be given. '

LAWS.

59 Geo. 3, 
c. Ill, 
§ 3.

LAWS^.
Rates -of- Postage to India, ■

(1) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may Tlie following 
be lawful for his Majesty’s postmaster-general to de
mand, have, receive, and take, for every letter or 
packet which shall be brought into Great Britain by any ship or vessel 
arriving from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port or • place within the 
limits of the charter of the , United Company of Merchants of Eng

land
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land tradinng to the East-Indies, or from the Cdpe of 'Good Hopei"the 
rates following ; that is to say, ' ' ’■5

’ From India. '
Rates fo^ let- (2) For every such letter or packet, a sea postage of

ters from India, ; provided the same shall not exceed the
weight of three ounces, and for every letter or packet exceeding the 
weight of three ounces, a sea postage of one shilling per ounce, in 
addition to any inland or internal postage which may arise upon the 
inland conveyance of such letters and packets. . ' ■

(S) And for' th^' encouragement of the masters or commanders ' of 
such ships or vessels, it shall be lawful for the postmaster-general, to 
allow to every such commander or master the Sum of twopence .a 
letter or packet, upon all such letters and packets as he or -they 
ress^ee^l^i’^ely, on their arrival from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any ' port 
or, place within the limits of the charter of the said United Com
pany, or from the Cape of Good Hope, shall deliver unto the 
deputy or deputies of the postmaster-general, according to the direc
tions hereinafter contained.

To India, if sent through the Post-Office.
Letters may be (4) And be it further enacted, that it shall and .may 

forwarded to In- lawful to and for his Majesty's postmaster-general, '
and his deputy and deputies by him thereunto autho

rized, in his and their discretion, to collect and receive letters and 
packets of letters directed to Ceylon, tlie Mauritius, or any port or 
place within the limits of the said United Company's charter, or to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and to forward the same by any ships or vessels 
that he in his . discretion shall think A;; and also that it shall and may 
be lawful to and for his Majesty's postmaster-general, and his deputy 
and deputies by him thereunto authorized, to and for the use of hjs 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, to demand, have, receive, and take, 
for every letter or packet that shall ' be delivered to him, or to his 'de
puty, for . conveyance in manner hereinbefore specified, the rates 
following ; that is to say, , .

Bates for let- (5) For every such letter a sea postage of twoj^^e^i^e; ■ 
ters to India. provided the same shall not exceed the weight of three 
ouni^^s; and for every letter or packet exceeding in weight three 
ounces, a sea postage at the rate of one shilling per any
law, statute, usage, ■ or custom to the contra,r^ ,(^hereo^ notwith
standing. -

I^etters, 8fc. may he ffmi^ar^ded in any other Manner than through the,'
_ _ __ - •

LAWS.J
1819.

59 Geo. 3, 
c. Ill, 

S3.

§4.

Post-^O^ice. .
(6) And bS' it 'further enacted, that nothing hert^in' contained shall 

be construed to oblige any person or persons to send any letters or 
of letters, or anyi^i^w^i^f^j^pers, or. printed prices-current, _ or 

any

A.
§ ' 6.

    
 



LAWS.

miy.
69‘Geo. $,

• c. Ill, 

0 1 V

S 7.

§ 8.

§9.

I

§ 10.

wg POS'l^AGE aj^d INDI^^.I- .... ....

any other printfei papers.,, to the East-Indies, pr . to the islands of 
'Ceylon or the Mauritius, or any port or place whatsoever within the 
limits of the charter of the said United Company, .or to the Cape of 
Good Hope, through his Majesty’s post-office, but that it shall be la^^ful - 
^or all persons to send letters and packets of let^t^^rs, newspapers, 
printed prices-current, and other printed papers, to those places, in 
any manner that they may . find practicable and convenient.

Commanders bound to the East-Indi^es required to take Bags.
I, (7) And be it further enacted, that the commanders of all ships 
or . vessels bound to Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port or place 
within the limits of the charter of the said United Company, or to 
the Cape of Good Hope, are hereby required to receive on board their 
respective ships any bag or bags of letters and packets, which shall 
be tendered to them for conveyance as aforesaid by the postmaster* 
general, or his deputy and deputies, without receiving or being en
titled to receive any remuneration for such conveyance,

Penal-ty on refusing to receive or negled^ing to deliver, £200.
, (8) And be it further enacted, that in case any such commander 

shall refuse to receive on board his ship any such bag or bags of ■ 
letters and packets, which shall be so tendered to him for conveyance 
aS aforesaid, or having received on board any ' siich bag or bags,.'sh'all, 
wilfully neglect to deliver the same on his arrival at the port or place 
of bis destination, then and in either of such cases ' such commander 
shall forfeit and pay a penalty of two hundred pounds. . .

By tWitoim Letters may he sent and rec^i,ved free of Postage : Ci^o^rt f 
Direc^.ors and Secret Commiitte<^,' Secretiary or Assistant'Secre^^airy.

'(9) And be it further .enactfdl; that' it shall be lawful for ' t^nO'Cou^^^' 
of Directors of the said United Company, or the Secret . Coml^ii^tl^|t 
appointed by the said Court, in pursuance of two acts passed in the 
thirty-third' and fifty-third years of his present Majesty’s reign, to 
receive free from all duty of postage from the several governments . in, 
Intlit^, or from any agent or other officer of the said Co.mpany ftl 
any place within . the limits of the charter of the said C.ompany, .any, 
letter or packet relating entirely to the affairs of the said, Cqmpany^,[ 
and in like manner to send any such letters and packets, addressed to 
such governments, agents, or other officers, free from, . all duty \of 
pos^i^jgis; provided that all letters so sent be superscribed by the chair
man or deputy chairman, or secretary or assistant-secretaryy. o.f ,(the 
said Company.

,(10) And be it further enacted, that it shall,and may 
bClh^wful for .the said. Court of Directors, . secret com
mittee, bnd secretary or assistant-secretary of the said by the, Compa,,,

And may re- , 
ceive the .same 
from their ijgenis

United
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ny’s 'ships, free United Companj^d to receive from any ofl^cer or . agent .r[iAWS. 
ofpostagc^ p£. Company abroad. any letters or packets .
entirely relating to the affairs of the said Company, by ships in the ' 59 p^^eo.* 3, 
service of the said Company, 'in the manner heretofore accustomed,

of the said Company abroad. any letters or packets

service of the said Company, 'in the manner heretofore accustomed, 
without payment of any,postage, and . without subjecting any person 
to any penalty or forfeiture in respect thereof.

CommissionersJhr the Affairs India, Chairman and D^eputy.
Co^^is!^ii^ners (11) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law-

f".*® ful for the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, and
mail of the Com- for the chairman and deputy chairman or .the, said 
t”"d East-l^ndia Company for the time being, to send ' and
letters and pack- receive letters ' and packets to and from Ceylon, the 
ets free from 
pos^ge.

Cape of Good Hope, free from all duty of pos^^a^^; provided that 
no such letter or packet exceed the weight of three-ounces.

(11) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law-

East-l^ndia Company for the time being, to send ' and

Mauritius, or any port or place within the limit's of 
the charter of the said Company, or to and from the

Public Offi,cers.
(12) l^i^ovided always and be it further enacted, 

that nothing in tjiis act contained shall extend, or be 
Construed to extend, to prevent such public officers as 
may now s^nd and receive letters and packets . free of 
postage,. from sending and receiving letters and packets

Public offi(^^^s 
who now send 
and receive let
ters free, to have 
the same privi- 
le®. .

free from any postage directed to be ' paid by this act, in the same 
manner as they are now authorized by law to send and receive letters 
and packets free from postage.

(13^) A^r^d be it further e^nacl^e^d, l^hat it shall and may 
be Igw^iU^l ^^^r l^he (^o l^he Bot^r^d of Cf^mrais-
sioners for the Affairs of India for the tyne being,, to 
send and receive letters and packets by the post ' free ' 
from the duty of postage, in the same manner and’ 
under such regulations and restrictions as the under'

, I • •
the

Board of Control
10 have the. same 
privilege of 
franking as the ■ 
under-s^^r^^ , 
ries.Il - ,

secretaries’ to' his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state are, by an ' 
act passed in the forty-second year of his present Majesty’s reign, 
or by any other act, or by this act, autho^zed to send and receive 
lett^i^d 'and packets free from postage.

'ILeitePs jT^froi Governors Ceylon, Cape, and Mauri^i^us, not
'i* - ' * • chargeable.

l^etters from 
the governor of 
Ceylon, &c. to 
the agen^^' of 
their govern
ments not 
chai^^^lil^"

•• b '

chargeable.
(14) And . be it further enacted, that nothing in this 

or any other act contained shall extend to charge with 
the duty of postage any letters or packets addressed 
by 'the governors of his Majesty’s settlements of Cey-' 
Ion, the Cape of Good ' Hope, or the' Mauritius, or by’ 
the secretaries of such governments respectively, to 

the

§ ll.

§ 12.

§ 1.3.

§14.
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EA^OsH
1819.
Geo; 3i 

■A. Mi;
§14.

§ 15.

§ 16.

§ 17.

5 19.

the ' agents--of those eespective- governments residing in England, or 
by such agents to such governors or seceet^l^ii^sl: ptevided always, 
that the contents of such letters and packets relate bona Jide to the 
public service or concerns of such governments, and such governor, 
secretary, or agent respectively supeesceiOe the same.

d)iei^<^l^ors may receive Letters by Ships the Companij,
(1'5) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law

ful for the Directors of the said Company for the time 
being to receive letters and packets free from sea _ 
postage, from any port or place within the limits of 
the charter of the . said United Company, by ships in 
the service of the said Company; provided that the letters, and 
packets brought by any one such ship, to be received by any such 
dlrectoe, do not collectively exceed the weight of six oun<^(^s>; and 
that such persons as shall have been dieectoes may continue to receive 
such letters and packets free from postage for one year - after they 
respectively shall have ceased to be directors. •

D^ii^^ct^ors may 
receive letters 
free of sea post
age from India

■ Owners an^ Consignees.
(16) And be it. fuethee enacted, that it shall be lawful Owners mas'ee- 

for th^, owners, charteeees, or consignees of vessels, the^eoWnvessids 
resident in Great Britain, to receive theie letters by free of sea post- 
theie own vessels, from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any “6®- 
por^ or place within the limits of the charter the said United 
Company, dr from the Cape of Good Hope, free from sea post^j^^; 
provided that such owners, chaeteeers, or consignees, shall be de
scribed as such in . the address and supersceiption of such letters, 
and that such letters brought by any one 'vessel to any one owner, 
charteeee, or consignee, shall not collectively exceed the weight of 
twenty ounces. '
,_,(17);, And be it further enacted, that it sh^llpbe. As also owners 

lawful for the owners or consignees of goods on board 
ships ar^i'^iing from Ceylon, the Mauritius, -or any port 1 '

\»r place within the charter of the said United Company, or from the 
CapeiofGood Hope, to receive letters free from the sea postage' by ' supli 
ships, provided that such owners or consignees shall be desceiOed - Is 
such in the address and supeosceiption thereof, and.peovld£^d;‘it sAall 
appear by the ship's manifest, that such persons actually have''goods 
on board such shi^^; and that the letter or letters brought by any one , 
such ship, for any one such owner or consignee, shall. not collectively 
exceed .the weight of six ounces. • '

, (18) And be it further enacted, that such owners. Owners' and 
chaeteeers, consignees, and shippers may on the account , OOO^^il>”"wir. Teh 
of such ship obtain -.such letters - as they respectively ters from' the 
may .be entitled to . ^^ceive- free of sea postage as afore- Ma^tra^, before 
T'- :, said,
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1819.^
59 Geo»

' ?■
5 20.(19) And be it further enacted, that in case any col

lector, comptroller, or other offcer of his Majesty's 
customs, shall find any letter or letters superscribed • as 
the letters of such owners, . charterers, consignees or 
shippers, exceeding the weight limited by this . act,'

delivery at the said, from the n^i^stt^i^^of ' such- ship, before he shall make
posit-office. jg[iyg,.y Hl jjijg post-office in manner hereinafter
dir^e^t^d; but nothing in this act shall entitle such owners or con
signees to take away any letters whatever not within the limitation of elit, § lit. 
weight and superscription.

Owners’ letters 
exc^^f^ing the 
we^^ht allowed, 
may be seized 
and carried to the 
pp^Ui^^ce.

then- it shall be lawful for such collector, comptroller, or other officer, 
to seize so many of the letters as shall reduce the' remainder within 
the proper weight, and he shall take the same to the nearest post- 
offit^e; and the postmaster of the place shall pay to the officer deli
vering the same at the rate 'i^lf 'sixpence for each letter or packet 'so 
seized. .

Masters O' Vessels to deliver Letters^^t: the Jirst Post-Offp^ce.
Masters of ves

sels, on arrival, 
to collect, en
close, and seal 
letters, and de
liver them at 
the post-of
fice, and make 
the following 
declaration.

$ 21.(20) And be it further enacted, that on the arrival 
of any ship or vessel off the coast of Great Britain, the 
master shall cause all letters on board his ship (except 
such letters as may be obtained by such owners, char
terers, consignees, and shippers as aforesaid, and ex
cept letters and packets exceeding the weight of three 
ounces) to be collected, and enclosed in some bag, box, 
or other envelope, to be sealed with his seal, and to be

addressed to • any of his Majesty’s deputy-postmasters in Great Britain, 
to be in readiness to send on shore by his own boat or by the pilot boat, 
or any other safe and convenient opportunity, in order that the 'same 
may be delivered at the first regular post-office which can be 'commu
nicated with, and be distributed from thence by the earliest inland 
postal and shall likewise cause all letters and packets exceeding-the 
weight of'three ounces (except such as may be obtained by owners, 
Cu^rl^e^rers, consignees, and shippers as aforesaid) to be collected and 
enclosed in some bag, box, or other envelope, to be sealed and 
addr^!5s_ed‘as aforesaid, and shall deliver the same at the regular port 
pr jpli^ice where the ship or vessel shall report, and shall at such port 
or place sign a declaration, in the presence of 'the person authorized 
by the postmaster-general at such port or place, who shall also sign 
the sam^: which declaration shall be in 'the form or to the effect fol- 
lo^^i^n,'; that • is to say, ■

“ I, A. B., commander of the [state the name of the - ship or 
“.vessidj, arrived 'from [state the pla<^^], do, as required by ' law, 
“ solemnly declare, that I have, to the best of my knowledge -and 
“ Jjtdljef,- delivered, or 'cause to be delivered to' the ' post-off^^e,' 
“ letter, bag, package, U>r paTci^f of 'letters 'that' were on board -'the 

“ [State 
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liAWS.
1819.

59 Geo. 3, 
c.ll),
§ 21.

H [state the name of the ship" except such letters as are exemptecL 
“ by law.” . .
And that until such declaration shall be made and produced to the 
comptroller or principal officer of the customs, he or they shall not 
permit such ship or vessel to report.

§ 18.

§ 22.

§ 24.

5 26.

§ 29.

Penalty on per
sons falsely su
perscribing let
ters as be^ng 
^lip-owneoij&c., 
^10.

Penalty on per
sons permitting 
vessels to report, 
until Regula
tions complied 
with, ^50.

Penalty on per
sons having let
ters on Unrd 
after delivery at 
tlie post”)fHce, 
£5 for every let
ter.

Penalties. ,
(21) And be it further enacted, that if any person 

whatsoever shall falsely superscribe any letter, as being 
the owner, charterer, or consignee of the vessel con
veying the same, or the owner, shipper or consignee 
of the goods shipped in the vessel, every such person
and persons so offending shall for ever^ such offence forfeit and pay 
the sum of ten pounds.

(22) And be it further enacted, that if any master Penalty on re- 
of any ship or vessel shall willingly refuse, or neglect dU'cLagat'ioim^ake 
to make or p^^duce the said declaration, he shall for- £^50.
feit and pay for every such offence the sum of fifty pounds.

(23) And be it further enacted, that if any collector. 
comptroller, or principal officer, hereby required to 
prohibit any ship or vessel reporting ' until the requisites 
of this act shall be complied with, shall permit such 
ship or vessel to report, such collector, comptroller, or
officer, for- permitting such ship or vessel to report, shall forfeit and

' pay the sum of fifty pounds. ■
(24) And be it further enacted, that if, after the 

master of any vessel shall have sent his letters to the 
post-office of any port at which he may touch, prior to 
his anriving at that port where the ship or vessel is to 
report, any letter or packet not ' exempted by this act 
shall be found on board his vessel, in his possession, or
in the possession of any of his crew, or any passenger on board, every 
such person knowingly having such letter or packet in his possession 
or in his baggage, shall forfeit and pay for every letter the sum of five 
pounds.

(25) And be it further enacted, that if any person Penalty on 
to whom any letters may be entrusted by the master of
any - ship or vessel, sealed up in the manner required by packages of let- 
this act, shall break the seal, or in any manner open ■^^o. 
the same, or shall not duly deliver the same without wilfijl or una
voidable delay, - every person so offending shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence the sum of twenty poun^s^.'

(26) And be it further . enacted, that one moiety of Penalties, how 
the several pecuniary penalties hereby imposed shall
be payable to the use of his Majesty, his heirs and , 
successors, and the other moiety to any person who shall inform and 

' sue
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sue for -the same, to- be recovered ■ with Tull costs'olf 'suit, by action KAW'S.A
debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty’s courts of 
record in Great Britain, wherein no essoign, protection, or privilege, or. 5^ - Geo. a; ’ 
wager law, shall be admitted. . ■ ;<:. Ill, § 29.

Off-ceirs to search Packages. * .
(27) And be it further enacted, that it shall b^ lawful for such 

collector, comptroller, or other officer, at any port or place what
soever, who in the due execution of his duty as a revenue officer 
shall discover any letters or packets, on board any vessel, in any port 
or place whatsoever, contrary to the provisions of this act, to seize 
and take all such letters and packets, and to forward the same to the 
pos^i^ias^t^t^i^-j^ieneral, or his deputy, at the port or plai^i^; and that the 
offi;er seizing and sending the same shall be entitled to one moiety of 
the penalty which may be recovered for any such offei^c^ie; and that 
in, -all cases of such seizure, the p^^i^f^ that the provisions of this act 
have been complied with shall lie on the person in whose , possession 
or baggage the letters or packets shall be found.

. Commanders Ships War. ■
.''213) And be it further enacted, that in case any bags, packages, ' ' 

or parcels of letters shall be br<^i^u^t by any ' ship of war, the com
mander ther^(^^ shall cause the. same, and all letters which may be 
on board ' (except the public despatches of government), to be imme- 
dia^^ey sent :to the post-office, at the first port where he shall ari^ri^*^; 
and such commander shall, for all such letters, be entitled to receive 
the same allowances as are payable to the masters of other ships and 
vessels.- ■ ■

' - ’ , Money due to Masters to be paid bp P^c^simaster-General.
'■29) And be it further enacted, that in case it shall happen from 

any unforeseen circumstances, that the master of any ship or vt^sisel, 
or the commander of any ship of . war, shall upon delivering his hags, 
packages, or parcels of letters, be prevented from receiving the money 
to, which he- diall . be entitled, such master or commander shall never
theless be paid the same, by the order of the postmaster-general, at 
such other places- as may be most convenient. .

In cL<P^ons brought ^for carrying I^etters co^^rary to the ^r^o^v^is^t^ons (f 
cap.' 10,' or md Geo. cap. 81, Proof shall lie on the 

I^f^emda'^^i '
(30) And T^e it fitrfuer enai^tadt that iti i^ny ^cta^n or ouil sigaanat § 30-

any'person ' of persons, for dollecting, darrying, conveying, delivering, 
or sending letters or packets dontrary to the provisions in an act made ' 
im the ninth - year of the reign of her late Majesty Queen Anne, 
inrirulee “ An Act for establishing a General Post-Office for all her 
“ Majesty’s Dominions, and for settling a weekly Sum out of ' the ■' 
“ -Eevenues ther^^^ for - the Service of the War, and other her Ma-

• 2 P “ jesty's

§ 28.
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LAWS.
1819.

59 Geo. 3t 
c.lll, 
$ 30.

“ jesty’s f or contrary to the provisions 'in an act made in
the fOr^;y-oecond year 'of the reign of his present Majesty, 'intituled 

An Act for amending so much of an Act passed in the Seventh ' 
“ Year of the Reign of His present Majesty, as relates to the secret

ing, embezzling, or destroying any Letter or Packet sent by the 
Post, and for the better ' Protectionv^^ such, Letters and Packets, 
and for more effectually preventing Letters and Packets being sent,

“ otherwise than by the <^r , in either of them, or contrary
to the provisiono of this act, the proofs that the letters or packets 
were collected, carried, conveyed? delivered or sent, according to the 
provioions contained in the said last-mentioned acts, or one” of them, 
or according to the provisions contained in this -present act (as 'l^he 
case may require), shall lie on the person or persons against, whota 
such ' action or suit shall be brought for - delivering or sending , the

■ same. , ■ . ■ .

§33.

1825. 
6 Geo.

c. 68.

, China, . ' , ,
(31) Provided always, and be it further enacted, , Act not to.ej- 

that nothing in this act contained shall -extend, or be 
construed to extend to any letters or packets to or China. 
from China, but that they may be sent and carried 'as' heretooire Ms 
been used, any thing to the contrary herein 'contained' 'in'any tray 
notwithstanding. ■

Newspapers,
(32) Votes and other parliamentary proceedings, and' neWopapero 

may be sent to the colonies by packet boats, upbh payment- of. -three 
halfpence for every vote, paper, &c.; and newspapers- may, bC.sent 
from the colonies on payment of threepence by the person tq fyhqjji 
addressed. All papers to be sent in a cover open at the sides. .
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, Letters-Patent were issueS by . his Majesty King George

II, on the 14th January /1738, granting to the East-India 
Company all booty and plunder - taken in wars, hostili^1i^«^i^y or 
expeditions begun, carried on, and completed- by forces raised 
and paid by the Company alone, or by the ships employed at 

, their sole expensie; reserving the right to the Sovereign to dis
tribute the said booty or plunder, in such manner and ' propor
tions as might be deemed fit, 'in all cases where any of' his 
Majesty’s, forces by land or sea may be appointed and com- 

■(mi^t^ed to act in conjunction with the ships or forces off ,the 
Company. In the instances where the Company’s. troops only 
have been engaged, as in 1778, against Pondicherry, and in 
1781,- against the Dutch setlements, the Company gave up all 
booty, to the captors. . ,

Of- ' the prize-money arisiing out. of the Mysore campaign 
in -1792, from Pondicherry in 1793, from the military stores 
taken at i^^t^j^ij^ngapatam in '1799, from Serampore in 1812, and 
Rasool Khyma in 1819, the portion granted by his Majesty’s 
warrant to the Company was given up by them to the 
captors. , ■

The question relative to the “ Deccan Prize-Money^’ hav
ing created considerable interest in the public mind, the fol
lowing briie-f detail may be calculated to explain the subject, 
and cause of the delay which has unavoidably - occurred in 
its distribution.

During the progress of the Pindarrie and Mahratta war of 
1817-18, questions arose as to the mode in which the booty 
acquired in the course of - the operations should be distributed. 
Lord Hastings, as commandier^:^^-^<ch^-^:f of -all the armies in the 
field, asserted his right, and that of the forces under his imme
diate authority, to participate in whatever prize might be taken

2 P 2 . by
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sets

the

by any portion of the troops in the fie^^d; whilst Sir Thomas 
, Hislop, as- comti^j^i^(^^(^^-^^^^ch^ief of that part of the combined 
forces which was designated “ the Army of the Deccan,” con
tended that no right to share could be maintained by any other 
troops than those belonging to the particular division or 
of divisions by which the capture was effected.

The Court of D:^rectors lost no time in applying to
Lords of the Treasury, praying the grant of the booty in the 
usual form. Their first memorial to ■ this effect was dated in 
March 1819; and no grant having been made, a second memo
rial was addressed in January 1820. In consequence of the 
delays interposed by the legal advisers of the different parties 
interested in the result, a decision was not passed until Febru
ary 1823, when the Lords of the Treasury adopted the follow
ing minute, by which the claims of Sir Thomas Hislop tvere 
admitted, to the exclusion, generally, of those of Lord Hastings 
and the Bengal Army.

Treasury Chambers, Wedne,sdrai), 5th February 1823,
PRESENT,

The Earl, of Liverpool, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
The Honourable Berkeley Paget, 
Viscount Lowther, 
Lord Granville H. Somerset. .

My Lords having heard counsel in support of-the claims of the 
Marquis of Hastings and the grand army, and of those of Sir Thomas 
Hislop and the army of the Deccan, and having maturely and deli
berately weighed and considered all the documentary evidence laid 
before , them in behaHT of the several parties, and the • arguments of 
the counsel, are of opinion that the most just and equitable principle 
of distribution will be, to adhere, as nearly as the circumstances of the 
case will admit, to that of actual capt^i^tr^; and that although they are 
aware that the principle of 'constructive capture must under,certain 
circumstances in a degree be admitted, the disposition should be to 
limit rather than to extend that principle.

They are' therefore of opinion, that the mode of distributioii origi
nally intended by the Marquis of Hastings would be most equitable 
and just with respect to the booty taken, at Poonah, Mahidpore, and 
Nagpore, ,and that the booty t.iken on each of those occasions respec
tively should belong to the divisions of the Deccan army engaged in 
the 'respective , operations in which the same was captui^i^d; but that 
as the division of the Bengal army under Brigadier-General Hardymaii 

■ appears
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appears to have been put in motion for the purpose of co-operating 
directly in the reduction of Nagpore, and to have been actually 
engaged with a corps of the enemy antecedent to the surrender of 
that place, this division appears to my Lords to be justly entitled to 
share in the booty captured at Nagpore ; and that such other booty 
arising from the operations against the Mahrattas in the year 1817 
and 1818, as may now be subject to his Majesty’s royal disposition, 
should be granted to such divisions of the grand army under the com
mand of the Marquis of Hastings, and of the Deccan army , under the 
command of Sir Thomas Hislop, as may respectively have captured 
the same. * '

My Lords are' also of opinion, that conformably to the letter of 
the Marquis Hastings to Sir Thomas Hislop of the 12th of January 
1818, Sir Thomas Hislop as commant^er-ii^-chii^l^' of the Deccan army, 
and all the of^cers of the general staff of that armyi are entitled 
to partiicipate in the booty which may arise from any capture by any 
divisions of the army of the Deccan, until the said array of the 
Deccan was broken up on the 31st March 1818.

My Lords have felt it to be inconsistent with their duty to recom
mend to his Majesty to give his sanction to any agreement for the 
common division of booty into which the several divisions of either 
army may have entered, as it is their decided opinion, that if the prin
ciple of actual capture be not adopted in this case as the rule, of dis- 
tribi^t;ion, no other correct or equitable rule could have been adopted 
than that of a general distribution amongst the forces all the presi
dencies engaged in the combined operations of the campaign.

My Lords do not consider that, under all the circumsiances of this- 
case, it will be expedient to recommend to his Majesty to grant any 
part of this booty to the East-India Company.

And my Lords will submit to his Majesty their recommendation, 
that he will be graciously pleased to direct that his royal grant of the 
said booty may be made in conformity with these principles.

And for the purpose of better carrying into effect his Majesty’s 
gracious inientions in this behalf, my Lords will recommend to his- 
Majesty that a grant be made of the said booty to trustees to be 
appointed by his Majesty, for the purpose of ascertaining and collect
ing the said booty, and for preparing a scheme for the distribution 
iher^o^' conformably to the primciples 'above stated, which ray Lords 
will submit for his Majesty’s final approbation and sanction, under his, 
royal sign-manual warrant.

And that if any questions or differences should arise thereon, or 
between the East-India Company and the said trustees, in regard to 
what may or may not be properly considered as booty, according to 
the legal acceptation of the term booty, with reference to the princi
ples governing any capture of property from an enemy in Indian war
fare and the chartered rights of the East-India Company, and the 

2 p 3 true
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true intent ’ an'd‘ 'r&-eai^Rij’’of‘his Majesty's grant,'<^i^ if 'th^ ^ovemi^irf 
general’Of ' gnvemor-^g^^irterarin coni^t^iiimay have ordered'any captured 
property te; be . restorcdl,<or may ' have . considered any suchprope^i-jy as 
nott.! itiiefl^^^operji^^ubjeet-of.. prize .or booty, and the .said trustees shall 
claim ..the 'same* aS; such, all questions or diflTerences relating to ' any 
such property ' or booty which may arise between the ' East-India 'Com
pany and the^^aid . trustees should be submi’^tteid tn'this ' Board, either 
for his Majesty’s decision thereon, or for .such directions .as bis Majesty 
may be pleased to give for referring the same for final adjudication, as 
the case may require. ' ■ ■ i

And my Lords are pleased to' dircOl; that a copy of the aforegoing 
minute be transmitted to the agents ' ^‘the respective parties for their 
information, and also to the Chairmah and De^p^utyr-C^liairman of the 

- East-India Company for the information of 'the -^ourt of Directoi^ss; 
and that a copy thereof be also transmitted tO the King’s proctor, with 
instructions to him to confer with the King’s advocate, and under his 
advice to prepare and ’submit, 'for their Lordship’s. consideration and 
approbation, a draft of a warrant to . be submitted- .to- his Majesty for 
granting the said booty to trustees, to be appointed by his Majesty, for 
the purpose of ascertaining and 'collecting the, said booty, -and for pre
paring a scheme for the distribution tne^^^i’ conformably to. the prin- 

‘eiples above stated. . ■ ■ ■ . i . ,

* JOn .the 22dL March 1823, his. -Grace the. Duke .Of. Weli^ihgtoh
'a^d the . Right . Hc^^o^urable Charles Arbuthnot 'were .. Appointed 
the. trustees. ' ' - '^ - _

In carrying ' into effect the provisions of the minute .Of the" 
J^eords of the Treasury, and .of the grant made by his' 'Majesty 
founded on it, -various questions arose as to., what .property 'was 

3tb!'be 'considered as booty within the meahihg of the, .grant. 
All treasure, 'grain, military stores, &c. which .had . been .actually 
captured by the troops, were of course held and admitted to be 
priz^; but claims were set up to large sums, not on', thp plea

• that the troops had seized them', but because tliey ' liad beeiT the 
property of the enemy, and had come into . the p^s^^e^Uibri ' bf 
the East-India Company in consequence of tlh;, yar-^., Aftef 
much correspondence, these' sums were directed by,- t^e-L^o^rds 
of the Treasury to be considered a^ ' booty. Tliis decrsiol^'nad

. the effect of re-opening the question, which was 'iindef^stood^to 
have been set at rest by the minute of February 1823. ToO? the 
supis thus Emitted to be prize had not been tak<^i^. by. aiiy par
ticular' dryrsr^^r' of the ' army, ' and the prrnciple of sharing by 
actual capture could pot therefor•e be applied to them. The 

claims
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claimii- .of I^^rd blastings werey in consequepc^j . again , brpught 
before' the- Lords --of the -■Treasury, and a determination ■ was 
adopted, by- x^lhch the whole of the troops' engaged- in the -war 
were admitted -to share in alL property -not captured -by' any 
particular, diyisipn, but which was acquired in consequence' - of 
the gener-al results the war. The following is a copy of the 
sece^i^t^'i^ii^ute of the ■ Lords the Treasury. ’

Treasui^iy Minute of IZth Ja^n, 1826, 
t . . PRESENT, -

The Earl of Liverpool, 
The Chancellor the Exche^quer,
Mr. Berkeley Paget, 
Lord L^owther, ■
Lord Granville Somerset.

My Lords, assisted by the trustees of the Deccan booty. Lord Bex
ley,. and -the law officers - of the crown, having heard counsel on behalf 
of the Marquis of -Hastings and the grand army, and also on, behalf 
'of' Sir Thomas Hislop and the army of the Deccan, upon the subjects 
O' discussion relating to the distribution of the Deccan booty, which 
have arisen out O the diflferience between ' the actual circumstances 
attending , the capture of a large proportion of that booty, as stated 

‘hy - the ' trustees, and those which - were assumed at the hearing - before 
Wl^<;ih Lordships^' -in January 1823, and having maturely considered the 
arguments severally stated by the counsel, and also - the whole of the 

" '-dQcumeni^^^, upon the subject of this - booty now- before the Board, are 
y^f’, opinion : - , , ■
*, ^l^/That with respect to all that portion of the booty now at the dis
posal of the crown, which is described as having been taken in the 

' 'daily'operations-of the troops,” -the distribution thereof should -be
'(made -to the actual captors, according to the terras and conditions of 
ji^le!rt^inute of. thijs -Board of the 6th of February 1823, and of the 
f..yarra,nt qf his -(Majesty of the 22d March following.
odj ^t';TW ^*th respect to that part of the booty which consists of the 
.j^produpe oi arrears of tribute, ' rent, or money due to the Peishwah, it 

appears*’to my Lords to have been acquired by the general ' result of 
■'■th e'warryi^ii<i not by the' operations of any particular ' ar^y or divi^ii^o^ .; 
dandlthey are of opinion th^t it ought, therefore, to be ■disiribuied in 
hicenfortoity, -with .the rlternriive stated in their -minute of the 5th of 
o,FsP,Wi':‘rXll^1^"^'3, as being “ the only correct or equitable'’ rule, if the 

principle o’ actual' capture cannot be adopted, vie. amongst the 
* " forces -of all - the jiriesidencies engaged in the ' combined - operations 
"'’'^-soT the'camprign.” ' ^ . ■ ,

’? • 3;' -With respect to -the property- captured at Nassuck, my Lords are
- .- .2p..4 , ' ' of
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of opinion, that, the booty, recovered at that place cannot be dist^i^i-, 
bated upon the principle of actual capture, and ought therefore to . 
be divided amongst the forces of all the • presidencies engaged in the 
combined operations of the campaign. .

4. With respect to the booty recovered at Poonah, alleged to have 
been removed thither from Rai Ghur, my Lords are opinion, that 
this booty cannot be distributed upon the principle of actual capture' ■ 
to the forces by which Rai Ghur was taken, under the orders .the 
government of Bombay, unless it can be proved by the captors 
Rai Ghur that the property in question was actually in that fort at the 
time when it was taken : in default of which proof, my Lords are of

• opinion that this booty also ought to be distributed among the forces 
of all the preside:ncies engaged in the combined operations the 
campaign.

5. With respect to that portion of the booty which is stated to con
sist of money recovered on account of deposits made by the Peishwah, 
my , Lords .are of opinion, that any part of the property which can be 
proved to have been in Poonah at the time when that cap
tured, viz. on the 17th of November 1817, ought to be distributed to 
the captors of Poonah, according to the terms of the minute of the 
,5th of February 1823, upon the principle of actual capt^i^i^r^; but that 
with respect to those parts of the above property as to which such 
pro(^:^ cannot be established, such monies or effects must . be considered - 
as having been acquired by the general result -(^f the. war, and as Such 
ought to be distributed amongst the forces of all the presidencies 
engaged in the combined operations of the campaign. ,

6. With respect to the share the commander-in-chief in the dis
tribution, under the several heads above enumerated, my Lords are of 
opinion that the Marquis ' of Hastings o^^^t to share as commander- 
in-ch^i^f in all’ those cases in which Sir Thomas Hislop is not entitled 
to share as such, under the terms of the minute of the 5th of February 
1823, wherein it is declared, “ that Sir Thomas Hislop, as comman-

der-in-chii^lf of the Deccan army, and all the officers o^ the general . 
staflf of that army, are entitled to participate in . the booty which 
may arise . from any capture by any of the divisions of the army of 
the Deccan, until the said army of the Deccan was broken up, on 
the 31st of March 1818.”
My Lords are further of opinion, that the general rules of division 

hitherto adopted in distributing booty to the forces in India, among 
the several classes and ranks of the army, should be adhered to on 
the present occasion.

The trustees have appointed agents in this country in the 
following wari^r^rn:—

Whereas . by a warrant under his Majesty’s royal sign-manual, bear-. , 
' ing
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ingdate the 22d day of March in the fourth year of his Majesty’s reign, 
and coun^ieri^iigned “ Liverpool,” “ Lowther,” “ G. C. H. Someri^^t,” 
we, the Most Noble Arthur Duke o^ Wellington, Knight Grand Cross 
of the military Order of the Bath, and Field 'Marshal the army of 
his Majesty, and the Right Honourable Charles Arbuthnot, are 
appointed trustees for the purpose of ascertaining, collecting, and ' 
receiving all prize or booty taken in certain hostilities begun and 
carried on in the years 1817 and 1818, by his Majesty's forces in con
junction with the fo^^es of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, against the Pindarries and certain 
of the Mahrjatta states and powers, and to do sundry other matters 
and things relating thereto, aS in and by his Majesty’s said warrant 
are part^l^ularJly directed : and whereas the said warrant also directs, 
that the said trustees do regulate their conduct in regard to the per- 
fori^^i^ice of the duty of collecting, receiving, afid distributing the said 
booty by the agents entrusted by them for that purpose, and in regard 
to the notices and notifications thereof, and of accounting for the same 
according to the provisions of an act passed in the fifty-fourth year of • 
the reign of his late Majesty George III, entitled “ An Act for Regu- 
“ lating the Payment of Army Prize Money, and to provide for the 
“ Paj-ment of Unclaimed and Forfeited Shares to, Chelsea Hospital 
and according to the rules and cuk^oms heretofore used and observed 
in his Majesty’s service in like cas^^: now know all men, that we the 
said Arthur Duke of Wellington and Charles Arbuthnot, in ' pursu
ance of the power and authority granted to us in and by the said 
warri^nt, have ordained, nominated, constituted and appointed, and 
by 'these presents do ordain, nominate, constitute and appoint Archi
bald Campbell, of Regent-street, in the county of Middlesex, Esq., 
and Charles George James Arbuthnot, a lieutenant-colonel in his 
Maj^^ty’s service, jointly agents, for the purposes aforesaid, and also 
our true and lawful attori^ii^^; and for us and in our names to ask, 
demand, and collect, get in, recover, and receive of and from the 
said United Company of Merchants of England trading ■ to the East
Indies, and of and from 'any their officers or servants, or other per
son or persons whomsoever, all sums of money which now are or may 
hereafter become payable to us, under and by virtue of the said war
rant ; and on receipt thereof, or any part thereof, for ' us and in our 
names to grant good, valid and effectual dischariges, and also to pay 
and distribute the same when and in such manner as payment and dis- 
trlbution the^^o:^ shall be ordered and directed agreeably to the terms 
and provisions of the said warrant, and subject to the provisions 
of the act of Parliament of the fifty-fourth of his late Majesty 
George III, and the rules and customs hereinbefore referred to ; and 
generally to act, do and perform all such other matters and things as 
we might or could do if personally pr^^i^i^l;; we hereby agreeing to 
allow, ratify and confirm all and whatsoever our said agents or attor
nies shall lawfully do or cause to be done in the premises by virtue of

'these 1
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t^ese ■j^res-^i^■tss'. In ■ wiInes- ■ wberisoif 'we have hereu-mo set our hands 
and seals^i this eighth day of February 1826. , . '

Signed, sealed, and delivered at ''^WEELLN^tsT^rNj (Lis.) , ,
' London, iii the presence of J Charles Arbuthnot (L.S.) .

G. Corneil, '. ■ OfGice of Woods, Ac.,
W. D..White, J W^liitels]]l.

- This is a true Copy of the Original ’ -
‘ Power ' of Attorney, having been' . ' •

therewith - examined, this Sth day ' 
of February 1826, by us : ' ■ --

, Alexander ' M‘Dougall, ' Parliament Str^^^,’ ‘
Alexander H. M'Dougall, Par]ismenI 'Street.

The sums adjudicaIed as booty amount, it ■ is undersIood, to 
upwards of sixty lacs of rupees, which the Court of D^i^rect^ors, 
in ■'February 1825, instructed their Governments in India 'to 
pay over to the trustees or their agents, with interest 'thef^ebniat 
six; per cent. per 'annum, from the date of the deposit 'to 'thp 
date of the 'Tc^ipt of their orders in India. ■ ; . i.

In June 1821," the Ist and 2d Geo. 'IV, '■ cap. 61> ■was 'passed 
to ■regulate the appropriation of unclaimed' sliai'es bf 'priz^e!- 
money belonging to soldiers or' sailors in the servit^^' of the 
.Company. *

,......... LAWS. . .
•' (1) George the Second, by the' grace of ' God, bF ’HlciUFoftW 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Di^^ii^ndi^r■■' Ci^toIreS^sfhip- 
of the Faith, ■ &c. To all to wh.om Ihes.e presents .■shs]l of war, anti.!) * 

'.come, greeting: whereas by virtue of several charters
or leIter--patents, heretofore granted by divers .(TE !-^Ur roalkej^aats omt

, , . . . . i

of London and of England .trading to Ihe,-EafIt]nddie'S,!l!hjipfl^|J^!^W

LAWS.

1758.
H. M.
Letters 
Patent.

' , royal predecessors, to different companies of merchants' ■
of London and of England .trading to the.-EasttildilitJSiiiJhiehfiih^liW 
formerly been incorporated, such former companies haveh.adp^pwe’rifo 
send ships of war to their settlements in the East-Indies,.Lo!)^$/se;and 
keep a military fonce, and to make .peace . or war .withrany pripeeS.pr 
people, not Christians, in any places of their trader'antlj also. Jft'fight 

i and recompense themselves upon the goods, estate, or peppieof; ■those 
parts by -whom .they should sustain,i-any ipjury', ]oss,';orda*ijJ^9gesi.pr 
upon any other people that should any way .interrupt, ■ wroi^jg, l^r injure 
them in their trade, within the limits of their ch^t^ie* s, is ;s.,.

(2) Ai^d wl^tji'e^its bjy .virtI^^: ■ oo a^ d^iOrted^'t^r Il^ltt^t^s- Keebi^rlJfcliiir- 
.rpa^t^^er^i^iS- granted by ■ our royal ' predecessor'- King Wil»Iirr«dftIhi-^Ib 

Jiam
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siptttti'ben tetithi liam the 'Third, -of glorious bearing date at
ii”/ We^stminster, the fifth daV of Septethb^i^j’ ' in the tenth ■
January, 26th of year ot Ins reign ; and by virtue of our royal charter or 
Geo. IL letters-patents, under ' the great seal of 'Great' Britain,
bearing date at Wes^tminster, the eighth day of January,' in ' the twen^;y- 
sixth year of our reign, the’ Gnited Company of Merchants - of-'England 
trading to the East-Indies have '"power to raise 'and maintain such a 
body of standing forces at their several settlements ' in t^^- East-Indies,, 
and such a number of seamen and ships of defence, as shall he neces- . 
sary for the safeguard and defence of the sa^^e; ' and to. take and 
surprise 'all and every person and persons, with their ships, armour, . 
and ammunition and other goods, as ' shall ' in an hostile manner invade 
or attempt the defeating or destruction of the said United Company’s

! settlements, or our subjects inhabiting therein, and, upon just ca^^e, 
to ipvade and destro-y the enemies of the same. '

(3) And wd erher many trouM^^ l^ave t^f lote, aiears a^risen in ti^e ihest- 
Jndies, and the said Uwitsd Compeey have besw obliged, at ver^ great 
sxpseie, to carry . on war in those parts agaiwit the Frewch, and like
wise against the Nabob of Beegal, and other prii^ces or goverwmewta 1w 
liidiaV and' aome of the territories and poisssiions, goods, msrceen- 
dizes, treasure and other things bsloegieg to the said United Company 

SwTwdie.• eavIeg bssw taken from them by the said Nabob of Beegala 
,i^^y^,beew ^siu^e -rstakew by the ships of war and forr^i^is, maintaiwsd, 
r^ii^<^li and paid by the said United Coypaey, in conjunction with 
some ’ of our royal' illlpi of war ' and forces, wliich we have been 
graciouilo pleased to send to the £^eat-I^edlss for the defence an'd 
asaIstance of the said United Company agaiest their eeeyies, and 
other territories or diitricti, goods, merchandizes and ettecta eeoe 
been cowquered and taken from aoye the said pni^cea or govern- 
yseta 'ill'India at variance with the said United Coypeno, •by . the aeipa 
and te,e said ' UeItsd Coypaey aloee. .

'Bot>tr iy<it ' > J (d). ' And whereas it is expsdlewt for the said United 
ww'^ratW’to'” Company, iri order to enable them to support , the great '
the Compatt^y..' burden aed expewie of the war teeo are now ' engaged 
ill;' ' tiiid^i^f '^ilce■' wars' as* they may eereeftsr have with any of their or 

hu* eiIetwies ' ; and the better to seable them from time to
‘'tiiu^'ta tt^^^I«^''peeCe 'on terms edvawtage'dus to tesir. trade, that we 
*6hedrili ■make■tl^(^na‘ suce grai^t^- and give them such powers as herein- 
7‘etter‘erS Cdwtaieed :• how 'know ye, 'that we, well weigeieg how eigelo 

the' ' eoeour and' welfare of this our realm, and our good 
1Si(l^j^t:tt'■*theredf,• that ' -all ' fitting ' aisistance ' and eecourageysnt aeduld 

'<^e'ig^vew'tO'^t^^s said ' United Coypewo, and in psrfdryancs of divers 
■ Sdvetlawta ' bstweee bar rdya, prsdecesiors and the 'said Cdypaeo, -for 

grantieg them all ' Such further reesdnable powers and privileges as may 
, Is ■advisabls, ^ur the better support and ' iyproveylset of their trade, 

hev^Sa our sspecieI. grace, certain knowledge and ■■ysre motioe,- given
' . *“d

LAWS,

1758. 
H. M. 
Letters 
Patent.
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laws;.(
i758:
H, M.

F^atent,

and granted, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant unto the* said United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, their successors and assigns, all 
such booty or plunder, ships, vessels, goods, merchandizes, treasure, 
and other things whatsoever which, since our royal letters-patents of 
the nineteenth day of September last past, have been or shall be taken 
or seized from any of the enemies of the said Company, or any of our 
enemies in the East-Indies, by any ships or forces of the' said Com
pany, employed by them or on their behalf, within any places or limits 
of their trade prescribed to them by any of the charters granted by 
us or any of our royal predecessors: provided always^ that' the said 
plunder or booty, as aforesaid, be t^ken or seized during wars or hos
tilities begun and carried on, in order to right and recompense the said 
Company, upon the goods, estate or people of those parts from whom 
they shall sustain, or shall have just and well-grounded cause to fear 
any injury, loss, or damage, or upon any their people who shall inter
rupt, wrong, or injure them in their said trade within the limits of 
their said charters, or who shall in an hostile manner invade or 
attempt to 'weaken or destroy the settlements of the said Company, 
or to injure our subjects, or others trading or residing within the said 
settlements, or in any manner, under our protection, within the .said 
places or litnit^ts; and further, provided always the booty or plunder, 
as aforesaid, be taken . in wars, hostilities, or expeditions begun, 
carried on and completed by the forces raised and paid by the said 
Company alone, or By the ships employed at their sole expense, saving 
our prerogative royal, to distriRfite the said plunder or booty in such 
manner and proportions as we shall think fit, in all cases where any of 
the forces, by land or sea, of us, our heirs and successors, shall be 
appointed and commanded to act in conjunction with the ships or 
forces of the said Compiu^j’; and excepting always, out of this our 
grant, all such ships, vessels, goods, merchandizes, treasure, and other 
things whatsoever, which have been or shall ■ be forcibly taken or 
detained by the enemy from any of our subjects or ofhers trading or 
residing within the places or limits aforesaid, under our protection, 
and which have been nr shall be retaken, in consequence of any wars, 
hostilities or expeditions, as aforesaid, it being agreeable to justice 
and equity, and to our royal purpose, that the same shall be restored 
to the original owners respectively, as far as may be, on payment of 
reasonable salvage.

(5) And further we have, of our like especial grace. Foitiesses, &c. 
certain knowledge and mere motion, given and granted, quest'tnay’bbdiS! 
and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, posed of by the 
do give and grant unto the said United Company of aotupany. 
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, their successors and 
assigns, that they the said United Company, their successors and 
assigns, shall and may, by any treaty or treaties of peace made or to 
be made between them or any of their officers, servants, or' agents

’ ■ employed

For^l^i^c^sses, &c.    
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employed on their behalf, and any of tlje Indian princes or govern- 
•^ents, cede, restore, or dispose of any fortresses, districts, or territories 
acquired by conquest from any of the said Indian princes or .govern-" 
ments, during the late troubles between the- said Company and the 
Nabob of Bengal, or which shall be acquired by conquest in time 
coming : provided always, that the said Company shall not have any 
power or authority whatsoever to cede, restore, or dispose of any 
settlements, fortresses districts, or territories conquered from the 
subjects of any European power, without the especial license and 
appnabation of us, our heirs and successors. • •
Chafer to be 

taken in the most 
favourable sense.

EAWS.

17oS!"
H. m;
Letters 
Patents.

(6) And we do, for us, our heirs and successors, 
grant and declare, that' these our letters-patents, or the 
enrolment thereof, shall be, in and by all things, valid 

and effectual in the law, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the same, and shall be taken, construed, and adjudged m the most 
favourable sense, for the best advantage of the said Company, as well 
in our courts of record as elsewhere, notwithstanding any non-recital, 
mis,riecital, defect, uncertainty, or imperfection in these our letters
patents.
nth January, 

thirty-first year 
of the reig^.

Prize money
belonging to sol- . 
diers, remaining J 
in hands of agents 
and others-, to be 
paid over to the , 
East-India C^om - ■ 
pany. — Applica- ' 
tion of the money 
so paid ovpr.

(7) In witness whereof, we have caused these our 
letters to be njade patents.—Witness ourself, at West
minster, the fourteenth day of January, in the thirty- 

first year of our reign.
[By Writ oJ P-riivy Seal.'] .

Ik
An Act to regulate the Appropriation O unclaimed Shares O 

Prize-Moneey.
(1) Whereas divers sums of money belonging to 

officers and soldiers employed in the service of the 
United Cot^pany of Merchants of England trading to 
tlig liast-Indies, and divers other sums of money be- 
longmg to commanders, officers and crews of ships 
hired by or belonging to the said United Company, 
which Slid several sums of money have arisen from or 
have become distributable in respect of services in 

war, now remain and are in the hands of prize agents and other per
sons ; and whereas it is expedient that all unclaimed shares of such 
money should be appropriated as hereinafter is provided ; be'it there
fore enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, that all and every , 
shares and share of booty, prS^^-money, head-money, bounty-money, 
and salvaj^ie-money, and of money arisen from or distributable in 
respect of any capture or other warlike service whatsoever, belonging 
to of^cers or soldiers, or to any offcer or soldier in, or having been 
in .the service of -the said. Company, in whatever service the same may 
have accrued, now remaining in the hands of any prrze-agent or 
agents, or any other" person or persons whomsoever, shall be paid 

’ over

1821.
1 and 2
Geo, 4, 
c6I, 
§ I-
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I^AWS. .over to the said United - Company ini. London, ■ or at - any of' theirseb- 
1821.

,1 and 2
Ceo. 4, 
c- fit, •
§1.

§2.

§3.

dements abroad, according to the residence -of ' the party or parties 
paying the: same,- or - as the Court of -Directors of the said-' United 
'C^or^ipi^n^ shall dir^i^l:; - and all sums of money, when so paid over, • 
■l^jill - be applied to th^ fund established by - the Right Honourable 
Robert late Lord Clive, for the re^ii^if of penons and -the widows of 
persons in the military .service of the -said - United Company, com
monly called “ Lord Clive’s Fund,” for the 'purpose and objects of 
the said fund, according to the rules ' and Tejgi^lations for 'the' time 
being the:^^<^f; subject nevertheless to be refurided- without interest tb 
any person or per^ona entitled to - the ' S^me, and establishii^5*liil, he?, 
or their claim or claims thereto, to the ' satisfaction- of the C^iftt of 
Directors of the said Company, or of the Governor and Council of 
the settlement where the same shall have been paid over to the said 
Company. ' .

■ ' ' " - ■ ' " ■ ' ' , ' ;j If"'(2) And be it further enacted, that all and every IPrizii money
shares and share of booty, prize-money, Iiead-inoney, meen,nm'ttge'bands 

bounty-money and salvage-money, and of money arisen ' ’
from or distributable in respect of any capture or other, • _ * _ , , • - • wvB IQ. vue xia>t-warlike service - whatsoever, belonging to commanders, - jndj.-i. C:rmpl^^5;. 
officers, -sailors or other persons, or to any commander,' -rr
officer, sailor, or other person serving or who may have '
served on board of any ship or vessel in the service, -of - ,t''iet 
pany, whether hired or belonging to the said Company, In whatsoever 
service the same may have accrued, now remaining -ih tlie-hands of 
any prize-agent or agents, or any other person- or -perlons■wh(^latlr^<^v,er, 
shall be paid over, to the said United Company-in. London,-Or-JlCany 
of their'settlementa abroad, according to the .residepi^e'of' the pufty 
or parties paying the same, or as the Court ofi Direct^i^rc ofathc.tftid 
United Company shall dir^t^t; and all sums of- monejlifW*Ci5SOy®aid 
over shall be applied to the Helpital Fund established fftt Antiif.elief 
of persons and widows of persons belonging'.tp ships,aBd,%s§ielsfiu 
the service of the said United Company, - commonly ■cclledb'iI’t^pF^r 
Hospital,” for the purposes and objects of the, said-ilac^tpe.nttiWed 
fund, according to .the rules and regulation^- for ',therdiff^ft^':'!>ticg 
thereof; subject nevertheless to be refunded -with(^ilhi'ht§fie§ttit9 iW 
person or persons entitled to the same,, and- establi:jhiIlJidl,Ce)lw53Cr 
their claim or claims thereto, to the. .-satisfacjjop ,
Directors of the said Company, o.r of .the Governor-..aind f»fllin<::i}i jrf 
the settlement where the same ..shall - have been-paid-iO’^i^g.t^M Agifsajd 
Company. . . . . b . ^a3aiia ovpr! Ik/b
■ Ttmesntjitt^hn’uthtch PaymenH■ are,atriO«i

(3) Provided always, and be it further'enadfed; ^tha^^alP^honiy
hereby directed to be paid over'to the said Uhitdd'^fionSp^ 
which sha^l ' be ' to' be paid 'over in- Lohdbni'l^hafl'■'C'bbCP**id 'il^f^lillf 
calendar months next afte^' the passing of this' "’S'ett'j'Vi't'yp ali(t“^i^£M 

. , " • t J '- money

of agents and 
others, to bepaifl 
over to the Eajfc-

—Applicptirn df

jaid Cf *
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money which shall be to be paid over at -any ' of the - settlements-abroad 
the said United Company, shall be paid within six -calendar months 

next after the governments at the said settlements shall
have caused the-' provisions of - this' act, in that respect,- to be notified 
in'the - way'in which' general orders for the army 'are Usually published 
at the said settlements respectively. ' ■ ' " ’ *

( ’ 1- ,1 J ' I j . " < ■ • ' ' 'J Agents to^deliver Accoufts upon Oath. .
,^l) And be, ij;, further enacted, thgt all and every person and 
,pers9ns'; whomsoeve^i^; who are required by this - act to pay over any 
Oiinny/to the,,!^^id^. United. Company,- shall - and they are hereby re- ■ 
iqui^^t^,) without further requisition or notice, to deliver or cause to 
lbe-tl91iy<’n^(^,to the secretary of the said United Company - in lipndoii, 
or -to, f the ..several secretaries of the respective governments at' the , 
settlements abroad where such money shall be to be paid over to the 
said United Company respectively, - a true and correct account of all 
the monies remaining in his or their hands, and so to be paid over, 
with a list or lists of the names, rank, regiment, or other sufii^ii^i^t, 
description - of the persons entitled- thereto, which account and lists 
shall be verified ' by the affidavit on oath - of the party or one of the , 
parties required to deliver the same, such oath to be taken - before any 
magistr^^^e or other person authorized by any court of law Or equity 
to administer oaths,- and which oath such magistrate or other person , 
is .herieb.y .required to administer accordingly.i .C^ourt. of Dtii^e^ctors and Governme-nts abroad to call for Accountts. 
iN^twtdiitequilI* (5) And be it further enacted, that up'on the

WeTbeenlegally- reasonable request, and notice of the Court of Di- 
tlosed.' 'rectors of the said United Company, and the go-
V^nnn^'ents olf -the settlements of the said Company abroad' respec
tively, ■^ll''a^d every person and persons whomsoever who are 
i''equired by this act - to pay over any money to the said United Com- 
pa^n^)'' S^ht^l -■ make out -and deliver, or cause to be made ou^ -and 
deliv^^j^d'to ' the - secretaries of the said Court of Directors, and of the 

•'ss^id'governments ' respectively requiring the same, full, true,* and 
particular accounts' in writing of all the receipts, payments, dealings 
and -trahisacfions - of - SUch' person and persons; and if they shall be 
executori^,' administrators, agents, or representatives, then full, true 

‘bn<^''particular accounts,-in writing, of -their several testators, intes- 
tt^ttes^'and principals, any way relating to any booty, prize-money, 
br other n^ial-ter in respect - of which such money so to be paid over 
shall have arisen, with the dates of all and every such receipts, pay
ments, dealings,; and , transactions, and - true and correct lists and des- 
criptipi^ii., o^ all grants,.' deeds, writings, books of account, -letters, 
gnd papeijs- whatsoever,; in the custody or power, or -which ever shall 
have been in the custody or power of the persons respectively required 

make ojj^t and deliver the same, or - of their resp.ective - testators, 
intestates, or principals, any way relating to any such booty, prize

' money

fcAWS'.

* And < *3aoI4, 
c.^I, § 3.

I
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§ 1-
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money, or other mal^t^i^ir; which accounts and lists shall be verified 
by affidavit on oath, to the best of the knowledge, information, and 
belief of the person or persohs required to make out and deliver the 
same, such oath ' to be taken before any magistrate or other person 
authorized by any court of law or equity to administer oathsi and 
which oath such magistrate or other person is hereby required to 
administer acc^n^ij^j^ljr; and all the grants, deeds, writings, books of 
account, letters, and papers relating to the matters aforesaid, and 
in the custody or p'ower of the person or persons required to pay 
over any such money as aforesaid, shall be produced and sliewn at 
all reasonable times at the place or places where such grants, deeds, 
writings, books of account, letters and papers shall be usually kept 
and deposited, or in some other reasonable and convenient manner, 
to such person and persons as the said Court of Directors or the / 
said governments respectively shall direct ■ or authorize ■ to inspect the 
same ; and such person and ■persons shall have full liberty to inspect, 
and take, and cause to be taken such copies, extracts, and abstracts 
thereof, as he or they, or the said Court of Directors, or the said 
governments respectively, shall see fi^: provided always, that this 
act, or any thing herein contained, or the produc^^ii^i^,. inspection, or 
examination of the accounts, books, and papers before-mentioned, 
shall not in' any way be deemed or construed 'to extend to open any 
account which shall have been conclusively closed and settled by the 
order, judgment, sentence, or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, or in any other manner by which the parties interested 
therein would have been concluded, if this act had not been passed, 
nor to prevent any court of competent jurisdiction to order any 
such account to .be opened, or to give liberty for surcharge or falsifi- . 
cation thereof, upon just cause and ground shewn for that purpose.

Persons talcing^Jvlse Oaths gui^ttt < Perjury.
(6) And he it further enacted, that if any person or persons 

whosoever shall be convicted of making a false oath, touching any 
of the matters directed or 'required by this act to be testified on oath, 
such person or persons so convicted as aforesaid shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and shall be liable to the pains and penalties to 
which persons guilty of perjury are liable, by any law in force in that 
part of the United Kingdom called England ; and if any person shall 
corruptly procure or suborn any other person or persons to swear 
falsely in ■ any such oath, such person being duly convicted of such 
procuring and suborning, shall for every such offence incur and 'suffer 
such penalties, forfeitures, pains, and disabilities, as persons . con
victed of perjury are respectively liable unto, by any law in force in 
the said ■ part of the said United Kingdom called England.

Power a R^ecovery of Meanies directed to be paid aver.
(7) And be it further enacted, that the said United Courts of jus. 

Company shall ,have and be entitled to the same rights, t‘ce 'nvested
powers,
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the same powers 
as they now have 
with respect to 
Gr^nwich and 
Chelsea Hospi- 
tels.—Court of 
Director, &c. to 
s^o^Use siirnlsh 
authority to what 
may be L^(^i^cised 
by the tre^^u^i^ers 
of Greenwich and 
Cihlsea Hosp-" 
tals.

XAWS.
1821.

1 and 2 
Geo. 4, 
c. 61, 
§ 7.

powers, remedies, and meehodo of ouie at Saw or in 
aaaii;y, or by any admiir^lity process, to be commenced 
and prosecuted in the name of the said United Com
pany in the several courts of justice in the United 
Kingdom and in the East-Indies, and eSsO^lierie soever, 
for discovery and recovery of the monies hereby di
rected to be paid over to the said Company, as the 
original owners ther^^^ now have or are entitled to use 
or exercise; and all courts of Saw and equity, and of 
admiralty jurisdiction, in the United Kingdom and in 

the East-Indies, shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction, powers, 
and*i^i^t:horii^ies, for compelling all and every person and persons to 
account for and pay over the monies hereby directed to be paid over 
to the said United Company, as any court of law or equity, or of 
admiri^lty jurisdiction, may now lawfully exercise with respect to any 
unclaimed balances payable to the treasurers of Greenwich Hospital 
and Chelsea Hospital respectively, by virtue of any act or acts of 
Parhament, or any law, usage, or custom whatsoever; and that it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the Court of Directors of the 
said • United Company, and the several governments of the settle
ments abroad of the said United Company, to exercise the same or 
the like powers and authorities for the recovery of the monies hereby 
dir«^cted to be paid over to the said United Company, as may now be 
exercised by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament now in force 
rd^ti^ng to prize-money by the treasurers of Greenwich Hospital 
and Ch^isea Hospital respectively, so far as such powers and autho
rities extend to the recovery by them, and the discovery of un
claimed shares of prize-money due and belonging to any offcers, 
soldiers, or seamen in the service of his Majesty, and shall be appli
cable to .the objects of this act.

Not to affect: the Interests O Chelsea or Greeni^ich Hospitals. •
(8) And l^e it furtuer ena<^tedi that; nodiinh in this stct ^ontanted 

shall extend or be construed to extend to artecr the Royal Hospirel 
for 'soldiers at Chelsea, nor the Royal Haspital for seamen at Green
wich, nor to take away, repeal, or diminish any claim, right, or in
terest which, by virtue any law or laws now in force have been 
given or are now existing, or may hereafter, by virtue of the said acts, 
become vested in the said Royal Hospitals, or in the teeesurtes there
of, for the eecavery of any unclaimed and roereirtd sheets of prize
money fae the benefir of the said institutiohs or for the behtfit of 
the person or persons entitled to .any unclaimed and raettittd shares 
of peize-mohey, but the same shall cohtihue and remain in the said 
commissianteo and in the said treesurers as if this act had not been 
made.

Acquitting Persons playing over Priz^e-Mon^^.
(9) Ai^td be it fuJrei^(^]i tth^t; all ar^td et^^^t^rr p^t^^^oii ar^td

2 Q , sons,

§ 8.

§9.
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LAWS.V
1821,

1 and 2 
Geo. 4,
C61, 
§ 9.

sons, who shall pay over to the said Company, or to any other person 
or persons, by their order . or for their use, any sum or sums of money- 
under the provisions of this act, shall, from and after such payment, 
be absolutely acquitted and discharged from all claims and demands 
whatsoever of all and every other person and persons to the same 
monies which shall be so paid over.

§ 10.

Application of Pri^z^e-M^onies in Hands oj^ the East-India Cornpanny.

(10) And be it further enacted, that all unclaimed shares of booty, 
p^ze-money, head-money, bounty-money, and salvage-money, and 
of money arisen from or distributable in respect of any . capture or 
other warlike service whatsoever, belonging to oificers and soldiers in 
the service of the said Company, and to commanders, officers, sailors, 
and other persons serviing on board such ships as aforesaid, in the 
service of the said United Company, and which now remain in the 
hands of the said United Company, or in any of ■ their treasuries 
abroad, shall forthwith be carried over by order of the Court of Di
rectors of the said Company, to the credit of the said respective funds, 
called “ Lord Clive’s Fund,” and “ Poplar Hospkat a to be applied 
to and for the purposes and objects of the said funds respectively, in 
like manner as the monies herein-before directed to be paid to them 
are to be ap^^^^^d; and in case at any time the person or persons 
originally entitled to the same, or their representatives, shall establish 
their claims thereto to the satisfaction of the said Court of Directors, 
or of the Governor and Council of the settlement where the same 
money shall now remain, then the said Court of Directors shall cause 
the said money to be refunded accordingly, and the same shall be 
brought back from the fund to which it shall have been carried, as 
herein-before is mentioned,

§ 11.
ed by the Com- 
p^j^r^y t^ot to a^ct a^s

Expenses carrying this Act into Execution to be defrayed out (f the 
M^onies recovered.

(11) And be further enacted, that all expenses I’ei^stnse^mplty. 
incurred or to be incurred in executing this act, and ®‘* l>y the Com-.■ . , ° pa^nyt i^ot to a^ct a^s
the sums paid in remunerating the officers or persons agents. Penalty 
employed on behalf of the said United Company, ^500. 
for their care, pains,' and trouble in performing the regulations and - 
directions, thereof, shall, so far as the same relate to . those officers or 
persons, be subject to the discretion of the Court of Directors for 
managing the affairs of the said Company, and shall be paid out of 
the principal monies to be recovered and discovered as aforesaid, on: 
account of siich shares resp^^t^i^e^l^: provided nevertheless, that no 
person employed by the said United Company in executing the re- - 
gulafions of this act, shall act as an agent for prizes, or be concerned- 
directly or ind:ir<^<□ti;y- in the business thereof, under the penalty of five 
Jiundred pounds.

^01
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Not to pr^event Persons trying Rights to Prize-Money.
(12)' Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing in this 

act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent any 
person or persons from resorting to any remedy at law or in equity, 
against the said Company, for the recovery of the principal, without in
terest, of any money to which he, she, or they may be entitled, and 
which shall have been paid to the said United Company, or which 
shall have been carried over by the said Company to the credit of either 
of the funds herein-before mentioned, under the directions of this 

; provided such person or persons shall have preferred ' his or their 
claim thereto to the said Court of Directors, if such money shall have 
been paid over to the said Company iu England, or shall have been 
carried over from their funds at home,,' or to the 'Governor in Council 
of the presii^^n^y where the same shall have been paid or carried over, 
if paid over to the said Company,' or carried over fro'm their funds in 
India, within six years after the same shall have been so paid or carried 
ov^ir; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

iiAWS.

1821.
1 and 2 
Geo. 4, 
c. 61, 
§ 12,
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royal navy.

The subject of tbis head should properly have been inserted 
under that of “ Naval Force in India,” but the bill upon which 
it is founded was not printed until the 26th April. The 
object of the act is to provide that the charges and expenses 
of any naval force sent out by his Majesty to the East-Indies 
on the repre^ientation of the Court of Directors, with the 
approbation of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India, for the purpose of being employed in hostilities against 
any of the native powers in the East-Indies, shall be borne by 
the Company as part of their political charges.

It is understood that the charge to the Company shall cease 
so soon as there shall have been suf&icient time for the recall 
and return of the ships, after due notice that their services 
are no longer reqi^:^:^<^cl; such notice to be given by the Court 
of Directors to the Lords of the Admiralty.

LAW&

1826. ,
7 Geo. 4, 

c.
§ 1.

LAW^.
(1) Whereas by an act passed in the fifty-third year I’l^eamble.

of the reign of his late Majesty King George III, provision is made 
for defraying all the charges and expenses of raising and maintaining 
the forces, as well European ■ as native, military, artillery, and marine, 
>n the establishments in the East-Indies and parts within the limits 
.aforesaid, and of maintaining the forts and garrisons there, and pro- 
\viding warlike and naval stones,; >

(2) And whereas it is expedient that similar provision should be 
made for payment by the said Company of the expenses of any naval 
force which now is, or at any time hereafter may be sent to the East
Indies or parts aforesaid, for the purpose of being employed in hos
tilities with any of the native powers ;

(3) Be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Charges and ex • 
' Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the, - , , „ . , , force sent out on

■Lornds spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this representation of 
present
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Directors of present parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
"de- same, that all the charges and expenses of sending 

frayed by the out and employing, in the East-I^ndies and parts afore- 
Comjpany. jjjg naval force which hath been lately sent out
by his Majissty, upon the representation of the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, with the approbation of the Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India, and also all the charges and expenses of any 
naval force which nlay hereafter be sent out by his Majesty, his heirs 
or successors, upon the representation of the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, and with the approbation of the said Com
missioners, for the purpose of being employed in hostilities against 
any of the native powers in ' the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, shall 
be borne by the said United Company as part of their political 
charjges, and the amount ther^<^^ shall ' from time to time, as the same 
sliall be ascertained, be paid into the receipt of the Exchequer, in 
such manner as the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland shall direct.

*

7
1826.
Geo. 4, 
c.
§ 1.

2 (i 3
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ST. HELENA.

The Island of St. Helena is situated in the sixteenth degi’ee 
of south latitude, and the sixth degree of west longitude from 
Greenwich. The nearest continent is Africa, from whence it 
is distant four hundred leagues. Its extreme length is ten miles 
and a-half, its breadth sijc and three-quarters, its circumference 
about twenty-eight'miles, and its surface encloses 30,000 acres.*

The island appears to have been first discovered by John 
He Nova, the commodore' of some'Portuguese ships returning 
from India on the 21st May 1502, the anniversary of Helena, 
the mother of the Emperor Constantine, from which circum
stance the island takes it^ name.

The English ' first touched there in 1588. , The Dutch, who 
had succeeded the Portuguese in the possession of the island 
about the . middle of the seventeeth century, abandoned it for 
the dape of Good Hope. In June 1658, some homeward
bound ships of the London East-India Company touched at 
St. Helena, wh^n it was taken possession of in the name of the 
English, and was confirmed by the charter of his Majesty 
Charles II. to the Company, 3d April 1661.

In 1671-2, the Dutch surprised and took the island : it 
was recovered in 1673, when his Majesty was pleased to 
regrant it to the Company by another charter, bearing date 
the 16th ^e^c^e^mber in that year, constituting them lords pro 
prietors of St. Helena, reserving to the crown the due faith 
and allegiance of the Company and inhabil^ahts. The-Com- 
pany’s legislative powers extended to taking away life and 
limb: but they were not to be exercised contrary to the' spirit of 
the laws of England. The Company were also empowered to

• appoint
* History of the Island, by T. H. Brooke, Esq.
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appoint governors and other ministers, and to establish judicial 
proi^i^iedings as used in England. The government of the is
land is vested in a governor and two members of council, the 
member next to. the governor holding the situation of- secretary.

By 'the 25th of ‘Gr<jo. II, cap. 9, martial-law was extended to
St. Helena, and has been confirmed .by the 4th of Geo. IV, 
cap. 81.* t .

Courts of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery were es
tablished in 1562!,' the governor and council acting as judges 
and magistrates.

In July 1825, an act was passed to authorize the transporta
tion of offenders from St. Helena; previously to which act, 
those crimes which subject parties to transportation in this 
country were punished at St^* Helena either by burning - in 
the hand or by whipping. Persons returning to the island, 
or coming into any of the territories or acquisitions of his Ma
jesty or the Company in the East-Indies, or into any part of 
Great Britain before the end of the term for which they are 
trai^:^^orted, are liable to be punished as a person attainted 
of felony.

St. Helena, notwithstanding its limited resources and con
fined means, has contributed on three several occasions essential 
aid in support of the public interests abroad. In the month of 
May 1795, intelligence reached the governor f that Holland 
had been overrun by the forces of France, and that the Dutch 
would be compelled to take part in hostilities against England. 
Col. Brooke, - in conjunction with Capt. Essington, of his 
Majesty’s ship Sceptre, formed a plan for an attempt to secure 
the Cape of Good Hope, before intelligence could reach that 
settlement; for which purpose, a force altogether of about six 
hundred men, the military part conducted by Col. Brooke, and 
the naval part .by Capt. Essington, weighed anchor on the 1st 
June. The following .morning they received advices by the 
SwaJJow packet from the Cape, that the expedition was antici- ■ 
pated by a force under Admiral Sir George Elphinstone and 
General Craig.

6 Geo. 4, 
c. 85, 
§17.
§ 18.

It was . however U^iderstood, that a valuable 
homeward-

t
Vide Forces, page 463, Sec. 2S,
Jjieut.-Col. Bi^ooke. ‘

2p4
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homeward-bound fleet was on the eve of departure from the 
Cape when the Swallow sailed. At the request of Capt. Essing
ton, two of the Company's ships, the Manship and General God
dard, with the . Swallow, together with the troops that had been 
previously embarked on those ships, also a company of artil
lery on bpard the Sceptre, were placed under his orders. The 
squadron weighed anchor and stood to windward on the 3d 
June, whilst every exertion was made to prepare the Asia, Lord 
Hawkesbury, Essex, Airly Castle, and Busbridge.* On the 
14th June, seven sail of the line were discoveri^d; they displayed 
Dutch colours, and their comm<^<^iore fired a gun to leeward. 
This was repeated by Capt. J^ss^si^j^iton. The Dutch not heav- 
ing-to, a signal was made to the Goddard to bring, the chace 
down to the Sceptre. The Goddard instantaneously appeared 

• under a cloud of canvass, and was laid alongside the Dutch
Commoi^(^)^«3; who, from her high state of discipline, concluded 
her to be nothing less than a frigate, and in consequence sub
mitted to Capt. Money's directions to bear down. The Dutch 
captains having given their crews intoxicating drugs, several 
shots were fired at the SC^j^ttre, but a few rounds from that 
ship shewed the inefficacy of resistance. The Asia and Busbridge 
appearing in sight, the seven Dutch ships were taken posses
sion of, and brought' into St. Helena roads. on the ITth June: 
the Sceptre, with her prizes and convoy, sailed for Eng^land 
on the 1st July.

Shortly after thiese occurrences, intelligence was ■ received at 
the island ' from . Sir George Elphinstone and General Craig, off 
the Cape. The latter represented to Governor 'Brooke that no 
augmentation could be so inconsiderable as not to.. be acceptable. 
Not a. moment was lost in 'putting ■ on board 'the Company's 
-sl^ip Arniston, Captain Marjoribanks, then at the' island,, hine 
pieces of field ordnance, a complete company of 'artillery, and 
three companies of infantry, . amounting in the 'whole-, to three 
hundred and ninety-three men, all trained-to field-piece 'prac
tice, with ,^10,000 in money, and a supply o^ Amnuu^ii^iian and 
salt provisions. ... i

(icoyfiSTcnor Brooke received 'the expression of his 'Majesty's 
approbation through Mr.. Dundas, for his zeal and alacrity, 

and
* The latter ship e/iected a junction with the Commodore.
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and the Court of Directors signified their satisfaction at 'his j 
conduct, and conveyed their thanks for his meritorious exer
tions in for'^ari^ing the public service.

In 1805, on the occasion of Sir Home Popham .proceed
ing to South America, after the capture of the Cape of Good 
Hope, he touched at St. Helena, when that little settle
ment furnished an additional force of two hundred and 
sixty men, including a company of artillery and some field 
ordnance. Of the artillery nine were killed, and many wounded, 
at the unsuccessful attempt by General Beresford to protract 
the surrender of Buenos Ayres in August 1806.

It has been observed under the head of “ Parliament,” that 
the Island pf St. Helena was fixed upon as the place for 
the detention and custody of General Buonaparte. His Ma
jesty’s ship Nc^rthumberland, bearing the flag of Riear-Ad^mi-* 
ral Sir George Copkburn, anchored in the roads on the 
15th October 1815, from which ship Napoleon landed on the 
17th. Two acts were passed, cap. 22 and 23 of the 56th 
Geo. HI; by the former, Napoleon Buonaparte was to be 
detained and treated as a prisoner of war; the latter regu
lated the intercourse with the island. The period of his con- 
finemt^]^t;-wa^ ^bout five years and a hal^: he expired on the 
5th May ‘1821; and ' was interred on the 9th with the military 
honours usually paid to the remains of a general of the highest 
rank.

D^^ring the government of Sir Hudson Lowe, a measure 
was carried into effect for the gradual abolition of slavery.

On. the 13th August 1818, a general meeting -of the inha
bitants was convened, when resolutions were unanimously 
adopted, . by which all -children born of a slave woman from 
and after Christmas-day 1818, were declared to be free, but -to 
be considered as apprentices to the proprietors of the mothers, 
if males, until the age of eighteen, and if females until -the age 
of si:Kti^i^n: the masters and mistresses are to enforce the ' 
attendance of free-born children at church and at the Sunday 
schools. The measure received the warm approbation of -the 
Court of D^j^i^e^ct^ors, who at the same time expressed their 
anxious desire for a ' more general extension of the humane 
principles which influenced the proprietors, and sent out 

instructions
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instructions for the application of the same regulations to the 
Company’s slaves, likewise empowering the ' Government to 
emancipate their adult slaves in all cases where there was any 
prospect of the parties becoming useful members of society.

LAW^.

LAWS.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

c. 81, 
§ 15.

1825.
' Geo. 4,
c. 85,
5 17.

(1) His Majesty by commission under his sign-manual may autho
rize the' Company to empower their governor and council at St. 
Helena to appoint courts-martial__ (Vide Military Forces, page 46.5,
sec. 15.) '

Transportation of (Renders ffrom St. Helena.
(2) And whereas it is expedient that the governor and counsel 

'appointed by the said United Company in and for the island of
St. ' Helena, should be empowered, when acting as a court of oyer 
and terminer and gaol .delivery, to order offenders to be transported 
from the said island to such places as are hereinafter mentioned or 
referred to ; be it therefore enacted, that when any person or persons 
shall have been convicted before the said governor and council of the 
said island of St. Hele^na, sitting and acting as a court of oyer and 
terminer and gaol delivery, of the erime of grand or petit larceny, 
or of any other oflTence for which such person or persons would before 
the passing of this act have been liable by the laws of this realm 
to be transported, it shall and may be lawful for the governor and the 
council of the said island to order and adjudge that such person or 
persons so convicted as aforesaid shall be transported, for such term 
of years as such governor and council shall direct, to New South 
Wales, or any other place to which by virtue of any law now in force 
he, ' she, or they might have been transported, or sentenced to be 
transported, by or by the 'sentence of any court exercising jurisdiction 
within the several British presidencies or governments in the East
Indies ; and where any person or persons shall hereafter be convicted 
of any crimes whatever, for which he, she, or they is of are or shall be 
by the laws of this realm in force within the said island St. Helena 
excluded from the benefit 'of the clergy, it shall'and may be lawful to 
and for the said governor and council, as they shall see fit, instead of 
awarding sentence of execution against such offender or offeiiders, to 
order such offender or offende^rs^ to be in like manner 'transported, 
either for life, or for such number of years as the said governor and 
council shall award and order; and the governor and ' council of the 
said island are hereby authorized and required to take the necessary 
measures' for the due performance of such sentences and awards of 
transportation accordingly.

(3) Ar^tl

    
 



ST.. RELENT 603
Puois^i^i^i^tfor (3) And be it further enacted, that if any offender 

persons return- sentenced or ordered to be transported as aforesaid
• i nshall return to the said island of St* H^l^n^, or come 

into any of the territories or acquisitions of his Majesty, or of the said 
United Company in the East-Indies, or shall come into any part of 
Great Britain or Ireland, before the end of the term for which he or 
she shall be so sentenced or ordered to be transported as aforesaid, 
he or she so returning or coming as aforesaid shall be liable to be 
punished as a person attainted of felony, without benefit of clergy, 
and execution shall and may be awarded, against such offender accord
ingly : provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall be ■ 
construed or taken to prevent his Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
from extending his or their royal mercy to any such offender or 
offenders, or from allowing the return of such offender or offenders 
from such place of transportation.

>laws.

1825.
6 Geo. 4,

■ c. 85, 
§ 18.

    
 



( .6C^<t )

SALARIE^S.

181.3.
53 Geo. 3» 

c. 155, 
§ 89.

The parliamentary enactments relating to salaries may be 
stated under the following heac^ss: •

1stt Those which fix a specific salary to certain offices.
2dly. Those which limit the amount to be drawn by ser

vants in India.
3dly. Those 'which authorize the payment of a ' portion of 

the salary of a deceased party to the executors or repre
sentatives.

4thly. Those regarding the increase of salaries beyond ■ £^200 
per annum.

There are also certain By-L^aws of the Company relating to 
salaries which will be noticed.

The salaries fixed by Parliament are those of the Governor
General and Members of Council 'in Bengal, of the Judges of 
the Supreme Courts of Judicature at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, and of the Bishop of Calcutta and the Archdeacons 
of the three Presidencies. The salary of the Recorder of 
Prince of Wales' Island is , fixed in the lette^rs-patent.

The salaries of the several officers commence from and 
after their respectively taking upon them the execution of their 
offices, and cease on their resignation or depa^rture.

BENGAL.
The salaries of the Glvvei^i^c^i^-^G^c^ne^ral and Members ' ‘

Council, and of the Judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta, 
are fixed by the Regulating Act of ' 1773. ' ' " .........

‘To the Go\^vn^c^roGreG;enl..r.............. £^S5i,C^0^0 per-annum.
Each of the Members of Counciil........ 10,0^0^0
The Chii^if Justice of the Supreme i'

Coi^i^t...... . ................ ........ . ............. .
Each of the Puisne- Judges ............ 6,000 de.

' -f Madras.

    
 



SALARIES^. 605

MADRAS.

When the Supreme Court was first established at Madras, 
in 1800, the salaries of the Judges were fixed at £^6,000 per 
annum to -the Chief Justice, and £^5,000 per annum to each of 
the Puisne Judges, payable at eight shillings the pagoda.

In 1825, the subject of increasing the salaries of the Judges 
in Great Britain was brought before Parliam^i^t; and, at the 
same time, it was proposed to fix an even.sum in the ' currency 
of Madras for the Judges of the Supreme Court there.

To the Chief Justice.............J^0,^^0 R^s. per annum.
Each of the Puisne Judges 50,000 do.

The 6th Geo. 4, cap. 85, was accordingly passed.

BOMBAY.
The act authorizing the establishment of a Supreme Court 

at Bombay passed in July 1823; the salaries to the Judges are 
fixed by the act of 1825.

To the Chief Just^ii^e............€^00^00 I^i^n^l^i^y Rs. j^i^r
* Each Puisne Judi!^«^.l.lll 50,000 do.

Any judge executing the ofi^t^ie of Chief Justice is to be 6 Geo. 4, 
entitled to the salary of chief justice for such time as he shall 
off^ieiatel

PRINCE OF WALES' ISLAND, SINGAPORE, AND 
MALACCA.

R^ecorde^. ■
In the month of March 1805, the East-India Company pre

sented a petition to the King, praying that' his Majesty would 
be graciously pleased to establish a Court of Judicature, at 
Prince of Wales' Island. It became necessary to fix the 
salary which should be allotted to the Recorder; the Court 
of Directors, having considered the subject, recommended ' to 
the General Court to grant £4,000 per annum for that pur
pose; and also to authorize the Court to grant a 'pension, not 
exceeding £^1,000 per annum, to any person who should, have 
resided on the island, in the office of Recorder, for any period 

not
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not less than ten years. The propo^s^i^l^i^on was laid before the 
proprietors on the 21st May. On the 18th June following 
a warm debate took place in the General Court, the measure 
being supported by the and opposed by Mr. George
Johnstone, Mr. Peter Moore, Mr. Kemble, and , other proprie
tors, not only on the ground that the appointment was unne
cessary, but under the persuasion that the interference of his 
Majesty's ministers was apparent throughout the measure. 
The question was negatived without a division. On the 24th 
September following, the subject was again brought under 
discussion, and it was proposed to ' grant a salary of £3>,^00, 
with a pension of £^1,000 after ten years' service. The chair
man stated, that letters had been received from Prince of 
Wales' Island since the meeting of the Court in June, expres
sive of the great want of such a person and the mischief 
which would ensue from any delay. The resolution for fixing 
the salary at £3,000 per annum was carried in the affirmative, 
but that for granting a pension of £^1,000 per annum was 
negatived. .

Letters Letters-patent were issued on the 25th March 1807, by 
Patent‘ which the Recorder is authorized to receive from the Company 

a salary of £3,000 per annum, to be calculated at five shillings 
for every dollar current within the factory.

By the act of the 5th Geo. IV, cap. 8, passed in June 1824, 
the island of Singapore, together with Malacca, were transfer
red to the Company. By the 6th Geo. IV, cap. 85, sec. 21 (5th 
July 1825), the Court of Directors are authorized, if they shall 
see fit, to annex Singapore and Malacca to Prince of Whales’ 
Island; and by the 19th section of the same■ act, his Majesty is 
authorized by letters-patent to make provision for administering 
justice at Singapore and Malacca.

- * Bishop and Ar-chdeacons.

The salaries to the Bishop and Archdeacons are .f^xed by die 
act of 1813, viz. .

To the Bishop of Calcutta, £i5,000 -per aniUun, ■ at two ' shil
lings the Bengal current rupee.

To the Archdeacon at Calcutta £^2,000 per aiinum,' at the 
same exchange. ' * •

To
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To the Archdeacon at Madras £^2,000 per annum, at, eight 
shillings the Madras pagoda. .

To the Archdeacon at Bombay £^2^,000 per annum, at two 
shillings and ■ threepence the Bombay rupee.

Servants,
The whole of the salaries fixed by legislative enactments 

have been noticed in the foregoing detail.
Those which limit the amount to be drawn by civil servants 

are contained in the 82d section of the act of 1813. In the 
act of 1793, three years' residence in India was requisite to 
entitle a .civil servant to bold an office of £^500 per annum, six 
years for £^1,500 per annum, nine years for one of £^3,000 per 
annum, and twelve years for one of £^4,000 per annum. At 
present— '

Until a civil servant shall have resided four years in India 
he is not qualified to hold a place. of more than £^1,500 per 
ani^i^m; until seven years, of more ■ than £^3,000; after ten 
years, of £^4,000, including council.

Paymenft oj^ Salfa^ij to Pxecvtors or B^epresenltatives.
By the 6th Geo. IV, cap. 85, passed in 1825, provision is 

made that in all cases from and since the 22d January 1822, in 
the event of a judge or bishop dying either during his voyage 
or .within six months after his arrival, tlie salary for one year 
shall be paid to the legal personal repres^ni^i^l^i^f^si; and that 
from the 1st January 1823, on the death of any j udge, bishop, 
or recorder, after the expiration of six months from the time of 
his arrival in India, a sum equal to the amount of six months' 
salary to the legal representatives.

In March 1826, a bill was brought into Parliament to autho
rize the Company to cause payment to be made to the repre

' sentatives of officers in their civil or military service who having 
quitted or left' their stations, and not having proceeded or 
^tended to proceed to Europe, but intending to return to their 
stations, have died, or wljo may hereafter die during their tempo
rary absence within the limits of the Company's charter, or at 
the Cape of Good Hope, of such salaries and allowances, or 
such portion thereiof as the officers so dying would have been 
entitled to if they had returned to their stati^i^s;: the payments 
, . ... which
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which have alr^e^sidy been made 'tt^der similar circumstances are 
confirmed. '
t of Salaries beyond per Annutd."

The limitation ‘as to increase of ■ salaries, - &c. beyond £^2^00 
per annum, without the , consent of the Board of ' CphimiS- 
tii^ners, is fixed by the .125th s^ctidn of the. act of If93. * Tip 
approbation . of the proprietors is required:by - the- By-J^iw,,p j

! JI
LAWS.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63, 
§ 21.

LAW^.
' Governor-General, Members of Council, and Judges. ,

. E^engal. . ,
(1) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- Salaries, csaj

•paid, that during such time as the territorial acqui- VcrnOT-s-eenm/ 
sitions shall remain in the possession of the said Com- council, -chief; 
•pany,. the Court of Directors of the said United Com- .just’ce,.'and . , 
^^any shall, and they are hereby required to direct, and ® >
cause to be paid, certain and established salaries to the . goveuK^x- 

"^<^i^<;ral and to each of the council of the said United Companyis 
p^rr^eii^«^i^cy of Fort-William in Bengal, and to the chief justice.-and 
each of the judges of such Supreme Court of Judicature at J^of^t 
William, as shall be by the said- new .charter. established;, {that is .'to 
say) to the governor-general tn^antif-fi^'oe thousand ^j^omnds..by Lthe .year, 
'^nd to each of the council of the said United Company’s presidendy

Fort . William in Bengal ten thousand pounds- by the .-year; .mid/tp 
the chielf justice eight thousand pounds by the year u and..-tt^,icadi'-'.af 
the judges of the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, 
six thousand pounds by the yea^; and that such salaries shall be paid 
and -payable to each and. every of them- respectively. for thje.u’jne hpi'ng 
'out of the said- territorial acquisitions in the kingdKmi.ot'..Rf3J>£l> 
Bahar, .and . Orissa. •/at':?/*

(2) And be k' f'iirtl^^Jt hn^ack^tc by the s^i^thotity i3fore!^oidi lidit hht
salaries of such govcrbyr-gcbcral hbd• council, hby of such-chiie; joiticc 
■abe joegcs of such Supreme Court of Jueichtore as afyrcshie, .sfiall'tal® 
place hbd : commence upon hbe from th^.- day* -of- i^ieia-..repu!^n^Slii 
taking upon then the execution (f these off^es ; hbd .that'- all such .Sh^Jiries 
to- such gyvcrbyr*gebcral and cyobcil, and of such.-ehief jhst>be^.^(iBe 

.ji^djr<es, shall be in lieu '(^If all fees of o£Bi:b, perquisites, -j:ci3^^h^^cllts 
•abe aevhbthgcs whatsoever, and- that by fees ofijoffii^ih -p&^r^u^oife^t 
^cmlylume'bts or -'hyvantagcs whatsoever - shall - . bcihbJceJtteArbeceiBce, 
or taken -by - such goverbyr-gcbcral - hby coobcil, -or - by sucK.<^tlif!hOlistCfC 
hbe juegcs, as hfOreshid, .- »r hby of. them; in -aby mhbbcr./OE'-yn•.■ -abh 
accyobt yr■prctebcb- whatsoever, ythbr.i^hhn soch.ihlhribi- hby. d h)wabcbi 
as are in - hbe by this act - dircctbe to be -phid• to - them b^cip(^clivcly.' =• n 
1 ‘ - - ■ • > t ■ '' ■ . ■ - , f j »it .MI<i>d-as.

* By the 53 Geo.'3, cap. \55, sec. 89.
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Salaries to 
fudges at Ma
dras.

. Madras.
(3) Be it therefore ena<^teiS r^h’ e^Onn’t is^c^st

lonS MejosSy, by end wish She aeviro end ronsonh of 
rCh Lords, spiriSual end romporal, end Commons, in 

This presonh Parliamonr assembloe, ane by She auShority of She seme, 
SheS she CouoS of DirorSors of She seid UniSed Compeny shell, end 
Shty ate hereby eequired So eie^rS end reuse So be peid So She rhieif 
justirts ane eerh of She puisne jueges of she seid Supreme CourS of 
Jueirarure ar Madtas, in lieu end instead of She salarics peid or pey- 
eblt So shem eespertively hndee or by virSue of She saie reritee erSs of 
She thitty-ninth end fortieth yeers of his leSe Majesty’s rtign, in like 
menntr end subj^rS So She seme reguIations end provisions es She se'd 
selerits heve been hererofore or aee now peid ane payablt, end noS 
oShirwise, She salarics hertinafter mention^; SheS is So sey, ro•_rhe 
rhief jusSiro of rhe seid Supreme Courr of Jueiraturh eS Maeeas, she 
sm^ of t^^ty-eight rhousand Maeras rupeos by Slit ytae (So be rom- 
puStd from She fir^r dey of Jenuer^ one rhousane eighs hhtered end 
eighseon, So She Sime of She pessing of Shis erS), end from thenreforth 
e selery after She eate of six^:y ihotu^s^r^td Madras rupees by She yoer: 
end So herh of She puisne jhegos of She seid last-monriotod rohrt e 
selery attee rhh eate of tott;y-oighr rhohsane Maeras eupeos by she 
yoae [So be rompuSod from She seid first dey of Janhary one Shou- 
sate oighr huneeod end eighSoon So She Sime of She pessing of rhis 
art], end from rhonretorth e salaey aftoe She rato of Jifty thousaiu! 
M^a^^ras rupees by Sho yeeir; end that surh salarios shell be peid end 
peyeble So oerh end ovory of Shom eosperrively, ouS of She torrirorial 
revenues of rho , seid sotrlomonr eS Medres.

. 1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. 85,
5 1-

- Bombay.
[4) And l^e it further lenac^ted, dhaf; the C^ourt Directors lof die 

said UniSoe Compeny sCell, end sCoy too Cotoby tequitce ho eit^^s end 
reuso So bo peid So Sho rCi^^ jusSiro end oerC ot sCo puisno judgos of 
sCo seid Supeeme CourS of JueiraSuto eS Bombey, in liou end insSoed 
of rhe salarios peid or payable So SCom resporsivoly undor or by virSuc 
of She seid eeriStd erS of She foursh year of Cis prosonS MejosSy, in 
like manner end subiorS So She semo eegu]arions end provisions es rhe 
seid saIaries have boon horoSotore or are now peid or payable, end noS 
orheewise, She salarios horoinafroe montii^i^^d; rhaS is So sey, So rhe 
r:hielt jusSiro of SCo seid Supremo CourS of Jueiraruro eS Bombey e 
fa]ary afree she eaSe of fitt;y-eighr Shousand Bombey eupees by She 
ytae, So bo eompuSee from SCe eighsh dey of Mey onG rhousat^e eigCr 
hunertd end rwenSy-foue So sCe Sims of sCo pessing of SCis erl^ end 
feom Shenrefoerh e sele^ afrer She eare of sixSy rhousand Bonjbey 
rup^ by She yea^•; end So earh of She puiste juegts of SCo seid less- 
monSionod rourT She sum of foeSy-oighr rhousane Bombey eupGes by 
rho..;yeae, So bo rompuree from she seid oighrh dey of Mey ono sCou-

2 6ate
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LAWS. .

1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

C‘. 85, 
§ 2.

1807.
H. M. 
Letters 
Patent.

181,8.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155,. 
§ 49.

sand eight hundred and twenty-four to the-time of the passing oftllig, 
act, and from thenceforth a salary after, the rate of fifty thousand,, 
Bombay rupees by tlie yeai"; and that such - sala^es shall be paid and" 
payable to each and- every of them respectively out of the territorial, 
revenues of the said settlement of Bombay.

Provision Jbr Payment of Salary to Puisne Judge performing the, 
D^uii^es of Ch^f Justice. • - •

(5) And be , it further enacted, that when and as often as it shall 
happen that in consequence of the vacancy of the office of chief jus
tice in any of the said Supreme Courts of Judicature at Fort Williami' 
in Bengal, or at Madras or Bombay respectively, one of the puisne! 
judges of -the said courts respectively shall preside for and exercise 
the office of such chief justice, such puisne judge so acting as chi^f. 
justice during a vacancy, and until the arrival of the person appointed, 
to succeed to the office of chief justice, shall be entitled to receive ip, 
lieu of his proportion of salary as a puisne judge of such court, .isuch 
a .proportion of salary (and no more) as would have becoMq duq., toy 
such chief justice durinjg the period while the vacancy shall be sup?, 
plied by such puisne judge as aforesaid, and that the payment, of such) 
rate of salary to a puisne judge so ' acting or having acted as such cljief 
justice in any of the said Supreme Courts respectively, shall com
mence and take effect from the twenty-second day - of January one 
thousand eight luindred and twenty-two.

B^ecorder,
, Prince o' Wales' Iceland, Sjc., . , ,, ,

(6) And we do hereby -further direct, ordaim and,T M-,
appoint, that it shall and may be lawful -to and - for the- i
said recorder of Prince of Wales' Island, to receive froru the said ’ 
United Company a salary equal to the yearly -sum of thr^e thousand 
pounds, money current in that part of our united kingdom - called 
England, to be calculated at the exchange of five shillings! of die aaid 
lawful money for every dollar current within - the said - factory.^ jv, nd it

' n- 7 1 A 1 1 ■ h-'I'U’’!, B^^snop and Archdeacons. ’ , ,
(7) The Court of Directors of the said Company^?. 

durinng such time as the said territorial acquisitions. .'eonvShfi 
shall ' remain in the possessiop of the said Company, -
shall, and they are hereby required to direct and cause iiMc?
to be paid,-certain established salaries to such- bishop .t(?rs.pateii,-iheir 
and archdeacons resp^cttx^t^lyf; that is to say,- from and , c^i^lia-ivs to-be paid 
out of the revenues of the said presidency of Fort.
William in Bengal to the said bishop, f^ve thousand pounds - jiy -Jhg 
year, at an exchange of two shillings for the Bengal current, rirpee’i 
and to the - said archdeacon of the said - presidency of William 
two thousand poUr^ds by the year, at the like e-xchs^ng^irs and .fr^m 

an
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and ’out 'of -the revenues of the presidency of Port St;Oi^<OJ!g^(^^_jen fehes . . 
cba^it' of Coromandel, to the archdeacon of the - said presidency.of: 
Fort St'. George, two thousand pounds by the year, at an ew^lh^nnge’. oft i 
eight' shillings for" the pagoda at Madri^is; and' from an^ out of'i^ie( 
revienues of the presidency and ' island of Bombay, on the' coast oft 
Malabar, to the archdeacon of the said presidency and island of Bom
bay, two thousand pounds by the year, at an exchange of two shil •' 
lings and three-pence for the Bombay rupee.
Sali^ricetocom- (8) And be it further enacted, that the said salaries

mence OHntaking tgjjg place and commence from and after the tijIiQ’
ceate when func- at which sucli persons as shall be appointed to the said' 
tions cease. offices respectively, shall take upon them the execuiiic^n-
of their respective ofSi^t^S!; and that all such salaries shall be in lieu .. 
o^ all fees of office, perquisites, emoluments, and advantages whatso-' 
ever; and that no fees of office, perquisites, emoluments, or advan'a. 
tagtss" whatsoever, shall be accepted, received, or ' taken, - in any'mannci^' . 
or on any account or pretence whatsoever, other than the salaries' 
affi^r^es^iil; and that Such bishop and archdeacon respectively shall 'be' 
entitled-to such'salaries so long Us they shall respectively exercise-- thej- 
fiinWidhs' o^- their several offices in the East-Indies or parts aforelaidil 
and no longer. ' - ' - 'i''”

I i-i“ -I . • ■ ' , c'l./ij
■1 J CiaM. Sen^tmH^Salaries abroati, limitation as to-Amount, - ■■ - >

(9) Andn^heretts a strict iidharence f^o tto 'provir0^1’^si■<^(^ntOinl^cin’er 
the said act made in the deirty-third year of his present Majesty's 
reign, in respect to the filling-up and supplying vrcrnoies in the civil 
service of the said Company has been found imprroticrble, without 
detriml&nt'tr the public Sert^iice, or injury - to the just claims and meri
torious exertion of'i^hrivir^^i^r^i: and weerers a morificrtion -'of -the 
S^id a^t has been -in'part adopted in the act of the forty-seventh - 
his - present’Majesty; -relative- to the scholars eruoater at Hertford Golt 
leg^; be it - therefore enacted, that from and after the passing o^ te^f 
act,- any iofficei' place, or employment, the salary and perquisites 
wee^^o:f shalb ’exceed the sum of fifteen eunrred pounds, - be 
granted to,- and conferred upon the said servants who shall have been 
actually resident in India, in the said Company’s service, for the space 
bP fbhi-^ears at the least in the whole, rnteoerent to such vaci^m^cy; 
an^ - if .-dhe. saiary, 'perquisites, and emoluments of any office, place, -or ' 
emplbyinient, '’shall exceed the 'sum of three thousand pounds ’ per 
ahihqipj; sw^le, ofGice ma;^ be conferred upon any of the said serVrnts 
who sliali^' have been rcturlly resident in India seven years, at least, in 
the wjwle J and if- the ' salary, perquisites,-, and emoluments of any office, 
place, or employment, se)rll exceed four 'teousrnr pounds per mnum; 
such Offii^e, - including that oii the council, may be grrnter to or con- 
fetred' upon 'rn;y of dee' said servants who serll have 'been actually resi- 
'diei^fi in India, in the Company’s’ service, for - the space’ of ten years, a- 
the leasd, in -whole. ..................... . •

SStGvoO.t)

§«y;

§ .5W

Ao2 K 2
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§5^S.

§ 37.

1825.
6 Geo. 4, 

c. 85, 
§5.

Europe,; torbelj
----- - ,— oTj 
nation of eni-.

li,.!, I JI- , !t f.i’! n -I. ^11I'-,:  ....... J .iC^VOf
No J^e^^spn' to' JOd fhe Salaries which amounhHowore

■ - J ' , tl^e ^ffcrrib<^d lUum, ’ it ,• im'"r

... r{rl0). And, be ^further enactedi. that'no person sliall for' thcfltoi^ii^^ 
be papable. of taking, .in. the civil line of 'the Company’s, service,' two OP- 
more of^cers, .places or employments, the -oint amountioft^IreiBi^lare^i^it 
perquisites and ' emoluments .of .tvhich ' shall .exc^^d .ift fhl^..Wlipl6 flie^ 
annual salary, perquisites and emolum^nl^i^ r^e^^pectively hereiobefore 
in ' that behalf prescribed, any law or us^e to. the c^^n^J^ary oo^O•-tl’l^ 
staodiog. . . . o' ■ '!> .,• ■ - I

‘ ' Salari^es to cease on I^r^^drl^ure Or R^(^S:i^gnat^^9n. , '
' '‘(1l) Aod be it further enacted, that the departure pJeparture/lom^ 
p- T i- e ' ' 1 V India of ahVigbofrom lodia of aoy goveroor^geoeral, governor, member .Vnor-j^ei^pod-f, 
of ' council, or commaoder-io-chiet) with ioteot to re- &c. with intent^ 
hum 'to Europe, shall be deemed io law a resignation Euiopoj^o^beb 
aod 'avoidance of hiso^fffice or employment, aod that deemed a resigr- 
the arrival in aoy part of Europe of any such governor- ' p®*^^j,t*&g-l-j 
general, gover^ior, member of council, or commander- .While at rb.ejiu 
ih-chief) shall be a sufficient indication of such u^tent^i, presid.ency .no^^, 
aOd that no act or declaration of aoy governor-general,. ,goTeXr^"<*tn.!;3 
dr' goverOor, or member of council, du^^ojg his coo- peral, ^c.,- to. 
tiri^i^nce io the presidency wher^ol^ he ' was ' ^o go-.
V^i^r^t^i’-geoeral, governor, o- counsellor, except by some ^ogi to, (he. 'sht 
deed dr iostrumeot io writing, under hand aod sea^,, “*“7 
delivered to the secretary for the public departnieot' o^ jpg^diariewt h? 
the same presideocy, io order to its being neco-ded, ,, , ,1- [ m

shall be deemed or held as a ^^^iip^s^l^ioo or surneoder his . salU- 
ofiSi^^; aod that the salary aod other allowances of aoy such gove-no-- 
geoeral, or other offi;ce-s respectively, shall cease frooi ' the'day.. 

,^uch his ' departure, resigoatioo, or sun-^i^de^; aod ' that if aioy such - 
goveroor-geoenal, or aoy other offiicen whatever io the se-^l]ce.of th ,̂ 
said Company, ■ shall quit or leave the presideocy 'Jo- settieioeot..to, 
which he sha^l belong, other than in the koowo actual se-^lce of ' ,, 
said Company, the salary aod allowances appertaioiog' to ' )iis o®?®!, 
shall oot be paid or payable during ' his abseoce to' aoy ageot o.r'-pthej-, 
person for his use, aod io the event of his oot returoiog bapk 40-his, 
station at such presideocy or settlement, or of his coming to Eu-opc, 
his salary aod allowances shall be deemed to have ceased ' froth the day 
of his quitting such presideocy or ' settlement, aoy law or usagert^fi^ldi?

, contrary ootwithstaodiog. ' i ;'-..-lo-iiK ii
, - . ' . i . Tj

" I^a^y^^ent Salary of Judges and B^shop^ to Eifect^t<^os:-,c^nd-.
. B^ej^i^e^sentatives. , .-‘oi*

_ (12) Aod be it further enacted, 'that ia all cases' froot' ‘ P-oyisiohinrMae’ ’ 
aoii since the' s^id tweoty-secood day of Jaouary one* Xop^**shall^diw''' 
thousand ei^ht huodred aod ■ tweoty-two, : io 'which itia^st.fviitlicr'd^iHHgliis'' 

... . ' . already
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voyage or within already happened, or when and as . pften as. it ,-6haIl 
mOihse:ft,S'his happen, that any .chief justice ' or'puisne
arrival, and from of any of the said Supreme .Courts of Judicature at 
i^^aoMaryi|823,.'Fort William in Bengal, Madras, or Boihbay, m^‘'‘the 
in case of death . z. twt i ♦ ▼ i , ■ -i a
aft^irthe expira- ' ' recorder ' of Prince of Wales- Islandj or any bishop or 
tim^iaf»Kmcm!^s. Calcutta, shall have departed or shall hereafter depart 
rival in 'India. '' ^his life, either during his voyage to India' or ' within -six' 

''calei^dar months next after - the day when he shall have' 
arrivtid fft India for- the - purpose of 'taking upon him the offline of such 
chie^ justice or puisne judge, recorder, or bishop, the Court of Direc
tors of the said 'United Company shall, and they are. hereby -required 
to pay, or dir«^<2t and cause to be paid, Oit of the territorial revenues 
from .'which the salary ' of such chii^lT justice or puisne judge, recorder, 
or bishop -so dying shall be payable, to . the legal personal representa
tives of such chief justice or puisne judge, recorder, pr bishop so, 
dyinjg as aforesaid, such sum or' sums of money as shall,' together with, 
the sum or sums paid to or drawn by such chie^ justice or puisne 
judge, recorder^, or bishop, in respect of his salary, make up the full, 
amount of ' one year’s salary of the office to which he shall have been, 
ap^p^ii^n^t^and that from and since the first day of January one .thou-. 
sand eight- hundred and twenty-three, when and as often as it, . Sba^^ 
have. happene^t^/'or shall hereafter happen, that any such . chie^ justice, , 
orjauli^i^ie judge, recorder, or bishop hath departed or shall depart this 
life while' in’possession of such office, and after the expiration of six, 
calendar' tnonths from the time of his arrival in India for the purpqse, 
of tahing'upon him the offii:e of chie^ justice, puisne judge, recorder,, 
or . bishop, .then and 'in all and every of such cases the said Court of, 
ltfir’ectdrs sballj .and, .. they are hereby required to pay, or direct, and, 
cau's'e io. be paidj-out of the territorial revenues from which the salary 
o’f’sdch Cbie^' justice, puisne judge, recorder, or bishop so dyinn; shalf..' 
be‘payablet tb the legal personal representatives of such chief . jus- . ' 
tice, ’O’puisne' j’udgej recorder, or . bishop respectively, .so dying as.' 
aioresaid;' 'oVef and above what may have been due to such 
tit:t^^,o’r■'p.u.,^ii'e judge, . recorder, or bishop respectively at the time of bIs., 
deatlii ii'suni equal .to .the aim^unt .of sis calendar months’ salary ^^, 
th<i,dffii:d b‘f huch ’Ciii^lf justice . or puisne judge, recorder, or, bishop

.oqoiUK'l 'g'nu ,
vsli oil I idTo .iRepresentatives Civit^ and Military Sirvants. '
Rt!lirfekrit4t!vaj (13) !And whereas' by an act passed in the thirty- . 

mayTe^e^V^s^laf year ^Hhe reign of his late Ma.jesty .King George
riesi^owhichsuch III,. intituled, “An Act for continuing in the h^ast- 
oficeis■>>iKy’l)e''‘S^'I,),JIa Company for a further Term the Possession

■ “ of the British . Territories in India, together with their
“-alBX<c^^ui-vv.'^ri^('dt,i^’^<^<^^.certain limitationis: for establishinjg' 'furtber 
“■■'Rlegiil^iiion's'' fon .the . Government of .the said Territori'es, and' thes-. 
“,,l^^^^l^lttriiAdministr^tioll of Justice within the sa^^; for appropriating 

, f--,' 2 Ry “to

W25;

' 1826.
7 Geo. 4*    
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iProfiU^f^esaid Comjjanytisa^d 
-Wib^yinril^icilig’ PrdVi^iliri ’for etCeg^ood ■■ Order and 'Government eof tCe 

■ ^5^0 4 03i tTbw4la;^il 'OClicUtta;'‘Madras,'and Bombay,” it' was ' enacted,-,t^l^s^< if 
*c^,M^ ^S'ny’ ’'g^6'’fsillnolig^Cain^,' ‘or ■ an5’ otCer officer wCatever 'ii^ ’tha ^^^jr^ic^ie.iof 

‘•^‘t'Wli^aid '£C)mi^.aC_y' sCould ■ quit or leave tCe presidency 'er. settle^nt to 
'£i%lCth'hC;■^boulO ' belong, otCer tCan in tCe' known actuaLs^lrV<^€^'’^fthe 
’(S&id’ GiCj^i^r^j^,’ tCe 'Sdary 'and' allowances appertaining .to Cis 'O^ce 
'’'iSofilld not' 'be. paid O: payable during Cis absence -to any-t^j^'^’^ltor 

'’'CtCdr person for Cis use; and in tCe event of bis not returning. ' back 
’^d Cis' ■ station - at sucC prasidancy or settl«^n:^<^n^' or of 'Cis, Soming ’to 
*^']Buriopa, Cis salary and allowances sCould be deemed to Cave ceased 
’’from tCe day of ' Cis quitting- sucC presid^e^icy - or settle^^i^tt ‘any IS'w 

or usage to tCe contrary notwitCstandii^jgs and wCereais.it ' CatC Cap- 
pened, tCat of^cers, as well civi^ as military, in tCe service tCe said
Company, wCo Cave quitted tCe presidencies or settlements to wCicC 
tCey respectively belonged,, in consequanca of ill CealtC, witC tCe 
intention of returning to tCeir stations at sucC presidencies or settle- 

jii^t^t^lts, witCout prioceeding to Europe, Cave diedi during' sucC' tempo
, ’ rary absence., witCin tCe limits of tCe said Company's cCarte^i'" ’or at 

tCe Cape of Good Hope; and wCereas it is just ’aiid reasonable etCat 
tCe representatives of sucC officers sCould be entitled to tCe salaries 
and allowances of sucC officers from tCe time o^ quittinnt tCeir sta
tions ; be it tCerefore enacted, tCat it Shall and may be lawful to and 
for tCe said Company to cause payment to be made to tCe represen
tatives of of^cers in tCeir service, civil or military, wCo, Caving quitted, 
or left tCeir stations, and not Caving prlocee0ad or intended to pro
ceed to Europe, but intending to return to tCeir stations, Cave died, 
or may Cereafter Cappen to die, during tCeir temporary absence, 
witCin tCe limits of tCe said Company’s cCarter, or at tCe Cape of 
Good Hope, of sucC salaries and allowances, or sucC portion of sala
ries or allowances, as tCe officers so dying would Cave been entitled 
to if tCey bad retuIneO to tCeir stations*

(14) And wCereas certain payments Cave Ceretofore Foitoi'i pay- 
been made under tCe cirerumstances afo^i^i^i^id; 'be it ™vntsco^lhIt)eO. 
furtCer enacted, tCat all sucC payments so made, sCall be OeemeO and 
taken to Cave been legally m^(^e; any tCing in tCe said recited act o^ 
Parliament to tCe contrary notwi^^^t^t^i^i^ii^^: provided always, tCat 
notCing Cerein contained sCall extend to autCorize tCe said Company 
to make any sucC payment to tCe representatives of any sucC officer 

■ wCo sCall Cave quitted or left Cis station prior to tCe 2O May 1821.

1793.
33 Geo. .3, 
c!52, § 123:

No New Sal^iai-y, oir Increase of, abo've £200, fe be good, unless co'nfirmed 
b'y the Board.

(15) And wliwcas, for jrrotectiicj tbefunc^i^ of die said (^ocpmij' 
during tCair furtCar term in tCa sail axclusiva traOa from being bur- 
tCanaO with any improper charges, it is axpediant that tCa said Com

. pan^y

    
 

wCereais.it


Ij^S.

I pany should be put under reasonable limitations iu respect to the , 
. granting of pensions or increasing the salaries of their officers .and ser

I vants^ or creating • new establishments ; be . it further enacted, that no 
grant or resolution of the said Company, or their Court of Directors, 
to be made after the passing of this act, and during the continuance 
of, their right in the said exclusive trade, whereby the said funds may 
become chargeable ■ with any new salary or increase of salary,. or any 
new ..'or .additional establishment of offii?ers or 'servants, or any hew 
pension, or increase of pension, to any one person, exceeding two 
hundred pounds per annum, shall be available in law, unless such 
grant or resolution shall be approved and confirmed by the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs .of-Ind^a, attested . under the • 'hand .of tlie 

of the .said Board-

LAWS.

1'793. 
3S'- fSieo. 3,

§ 125.

BY-LAW.
It is ordained, that no additional salary, exceeding in 'the whole 

, two hundred pounds per annum, shall be annexed to any ofRi^is, with
out the approbation of two General Courts to be summoned for that 
purpose. , ' ’

c. e, § rs.

2 K i

    
 



SALES, INCLUDING TEA.

"The sales made at the East-India House of goods^,^' the pttcw^ 
duce of countries within the Company's exclusive limits,' with' J 
the exception of the sale of tea, are governed by the Coiii- 
pany's regulations framed by the Court of Directors as th^ '> 
df^em ■ best calculated to meet the demands of the public:' ‘ '

'Of some' goods there are a fixed’ number of'sales'' iii' toa’ch’, 
year’ made at ’stated periods, mz. , t x
*Of' raw silk, three sales; of piece goods, indigo 'anti' 

four^-sales. tJnder the description of drugs ' are ’ cbmjprized ■ 'asg* 
sbrtments of gums, camphor, cinnamon, cloves; huiahegS,'* 
niace, ginger, rattans, and woods of various sorts,’ &c. &c.' 1

There are other articles for the sale of wlr^i^l^-' there iS tic, 
fixed period; such as cotton-wool, sugar, coffee, ■ rice, &c., th, 
declarations 'of sale being governed by 'the wishes' and con-* 
venience of the proprietors or consignees. Goods are pCi, 
m'itted to be cleared from the Company’s warehouses on va*- 
luati^n; excepting some goods, on which, if cleared for home 
consumption, the duty is alone ascertained ■ at the ■ Compia^nj'^ii 
sales. - ? ’

' AVith respect to Tea, the Legislature has provided - that thefC 
shall be at least four sales in the year, and aS hear as ’Cott'-l 
veniently may be at equal distances of -time, and the-Cohipa^y 
are required to put up at such sales - ' such quantities- of ^eJ as 
shall be judged sufSi^iient to supply the demand.' It is id 

be put up at prime cost, with the charges of freight 'dhd 
importation, together with- lawful interest thereon - Iroiii the 
arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the commoh premiuih 
of insurance as a compensation for the sea risk incurred ther^ 
on. The Company are required to keep a stock nt - least equal 
to-one year's consumption according to the last preceding year; 

and

    
 



SALES, 617

and it may be stated, without the fear of contrad:iction, that 
during the whole of the late extended war, and under a variety 
of most trying circumstances, the public were fully and un- 
inter^^]^i^iedly supplied. At each and every sale, the tea put 
up is to be sold withc^J-re£^£^rvg,t() the high^(|,, bidder, provided 
an advance of one penny per pound is bid upon the upset 
prices. In the sale of some teas, the Company have reduced 
the advance to one farthing per pound.

The Commissioners of his Majesty's Customs are empowered 
. -attencd the pphlic sales of; tea, .and tP il®" 

pprt,jtu^.]^rrees pn , oath. . .. , . c - < . .j\
,ilni,;9rdep to ■ prevent , parties bidding for tea at the sales- whe. 

afe -lUinal^ljeftp purchase - the sam^, Jt is ordained- by. -the . 7th 
section of th<j, 18th Qeo. 2, cap. 26, that - a deposit -of £2 -jishallf, 
hejSle4s. hKi’^Jhc’.purchaser for eyer ,̂ chest or bag - all sorts, pf
tea, with the exception of bohea, on which, under the,.13t^h-<

■ ^4’:[.a.'sdeposit - of- £4 per chest or bag is toi.he'
inedjejS{iih^hj,4}epo&ib^,.,by the Idist - section of the 33d Geo, IIj,,} 
SftlS-j^i^ijiprPstOsjbe paid.jOp -all tea -sold on the Monday -jand,. 
T^^i^dy-jn eachijeeek.on the . -Saturday following, .at or be^foii^q^ 

o'eleiek■dilf:'the, .after;noo:n; and for all teas sold on -the 
ef^yBB’d^yj^^eTh^ursda^,. Friday and - Saturday - in each weekt^iy 
ti^^PyyT^^^^s.day-- ,:fp,J.lowing, at or before the same hour; thei^e* 
t^^ei^‘aer. .of^{thej)urehase-money being made good at the time, 
s_gec^fieali^,th?- -notice of sale. In default of payment of. the 
depe^^iithj^uch - buyer is to forfeit -six times the value of the, suny 
h>»l^e^,^ep^^eii^ea,;- and -shall be renaerea incapable of -biaaing, 
for, or buying any teas at any of the Company’s future sales, 
%e^dil,)£^l ttas^oi^- - .whi<ch such aeeosits shall not be made are to 
heG^esc)l(l,jh^itaiu-. -fourteen days after the - end of the sale at 
YBiy^^SUcks^.teas- .^ere - sold.*
osTJ^^'i^^tiyers-s^Gf -the teas, pay - all, the duties . which haye.been 
6f i^i^y( bef-imposed, by any act or acts of Parliament; such 
dhlies^yl^iej^ig ie^i5m_puhed upon the gross prices at which the 

M)?!^]^'^..jand ,<ire; to - be pa^(^^-to the Compan;y. at. the 
Jine.’ir^I^pioint^ied,- foj,,pe^^n^e^^(^, -ofjthe tea; - except in the case 
Pfiteasf.in.hended -.tp rhp •exported..to JIrelana:(", as prov:^^^^^ hy 

cap, 75,, and .exceeh also- , in. the, -case,, pf 
‘ , teas

*18 Geo. 2, cap. 26.
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t ' teas intended t!^<5 ■ exported to ■ the British Plantations oi Set-
i’tlements • in ‘America, and of a limited qumitity to the Islands 
of Jersey and Guernsey, 'to or^‘ the contihenjt ’of
Europe, or to ' Africa,, as provided Oy the 54th Ge^Ot Il]t,*-cap. 

-142; also to Malta and Sicily. i. <
Limited quantities of tea are- allowed to 'Oe-exported’ fie^e 

• of dul^j^’ to Guernsey, Jersey, and to Gibraltar and other - places 
on the --continent of Europe,- and- to -Malta,- .Sicily, arnd'dike- 

-•Wse to Africa. ' - ■ it i • -,‘ii'bir
The buyers are required to pay warehouse rent for all- teas 

shall remain in the warehouses six •months afte:r'lhe • 
prompt ' day, at the following .rates per week, until the sanieshall 

-- Oet - taken away, viz. for eve^r^}' small chest, Oox, - or --Oagj bne 
halfps^i^i^^y; for every hal;f chest, one penn^y’, and for- -every 
■l)a^rr^<e chest, two-pence. >"

- . The Company make no allowance on account of , any- -.da
' i-inage, ruOOish, false package, or unequal goodness found, ior

'.-pretended to Oe found, in any pao^ge of tea, after it is.tsken 
of the - warehouses, as the Company: -are -willing the-aaOe 

shall Oe -examined Oefore it is -ta-ken awayj. > j,* lu.inv
- ^C^ipies of the ^^rms, conditions, •and[tler^^:^lBt^tsi-d^^<D^^ned 
ii^nd -contained in the general - preamOle of the sales, .l^i^eiidways

al^:xed in the sale -rooms. i . -i • to'j'fi ,;);»()(
, - The -duties and regulations respecting -tea -pri-orito thd'year 

1819, were under the management -of the -customs. BJ-’tOe S9th 
Geo.'III, c. 53, sec. 16, the whole Ava-s trans^rred -t^dilw^.'iEx- 
oise. On all teas imported or Orought into- Gte^a^t'e:^rit^llfail-kn 

' excise duty of - £;96 per cent, on tea s^ld at . -l^r, -i^i^^i^ia^^.^s^iper 
pound; and i&lOO per cent, on .all teas sold, - atIOr^■a^0^e^»Oll,8s1 
per pound; -the same Oeing computed upon t^e gipss - pric^siat 
which the tea is sold. • i !r;i -iHy'D ri

By the 11th Geo. I, c. 30, sec. 8, no tea. was to-Oe'imported 
into Great Britai^n'from any place, other .than.tthat Of its 
grow^tlj, although the same may have Oeen formerly exported 
from hence. , . . • (■■iiim

It -is not lawful for any person, with the exception of -.the 
Eas^-India - Company, or -such as shall oh^iin., their special 
leave and license in writing, or a special leave'and license in 
writing under their authority for that purpose,, to ship, carry, 

‘ or

    
 



SALES, .iiNCJ^WD.iNG TEA. ;6L9

tji*' pnt-i<^niboard any ship 'dn th© lEast-Jindies. or. other' 'parts , 
-'iwVth-i-h .^^l:!eiB exclusiv^.imiiS^, «r to (import into th^.U^i^^l^ed 
*iKiing^iam;fi’om any 'place whatever, anyitea.* ' ' • .
t. .■..I^^1824s' ah i^t^fwas , passed to auihorize the Company, or any 
persons licensed hy them, to trade- direct from China to the 

iBritis.h i^f^jlonies , and plantations in America, .and to export tea 
ctov -hose''c•olonies!.; and hy .•t^i^^'a<^t ot July '1835, regulating the' 
•X:fadLe 'Q^ the '. British possessions abroad, any ot his Majesty’s 

subjects, with the license in writing granted hy or under the 
iauthoriiy ot .the Company, to lade in and export any goods 

.((itrom China, ' and,. to lade in and export from any place within 
I'the ' limits '.ot. the Company’s charter, any tea, for the purpose 

being carried to some of his Majes-y’8 possessions in AnatJ- 
7irea.ar^(.(lMfe' Trade.)-f . ■ , .

Tea appears to have been occasionally imporied from' the Con- 
-(ti^l^l^l^ltprio^ -o the year 1660; asby the act of the ISth Charles II 
ica duty of eight-pence was charged on every galUm tea moufe-.for 
iisMs.-i That the .imporia-ion was in very small quantities ' may 
obea inferred from ' the fa^t, -ha- 'the Company, being desirous of 

procuring some rarities for presents to the King, made a pur
I toha^Esof itwo 'pounds and two ounces of tea, all that could be 
Ifobiained, at'a,co.si of 'forty shillings 'per pound; and again, in 

1666, iwenty-two' pounds at fifty shillings the pound.
( >.TK^ increas-e of smuggling, more particularly in -he 'article 

f ’i^if ie^ led to the -commutation act of 1784, by which the duty 
tba •■^as^'<lTe^l^<^^d to twelve and a half per cent., and a tax 

'daidj.on'Wndoi^is in lieu ’-of -he 'former high duty: -he con- 
i.'Sf^nhitiini-ofi 'tea - rapidly increased. In 1795, the duty was 

■^^iiii^i’d'itO’•twenty'per cent., and it is now nine-y-six and one 
' ( hundred.'per cent. The annual sale of tea, including what 

is exported io the coniinen- of Europe, amounts nearly -o 
i-.I^{^,,^(^«^,(^i00 of pounds’weight. .

• Tt has-been justly observed, -hat through ihe C^i^lb^ied ope
' (^i^i^iion qf large capital possessed by the Company, -heir unli- 

miied credit, their exiensive dealings, and the entire confidence 
'I^i^jjosed in them by the merchants of China, they have ihe 
inspection and first choice of all the teas annua^y'imported 
'into

53 Geo. 3, cap. 15'5> sec, 8, and. 4 Geo, 4, cap. 80, sec. 9.
f 8 Geo, '4, cap. IH, sec. 74.
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'IZAA inlP , .iC^aiWtion«c «YUe^ff iCornpaBy’S;.. t^ad^ie>eonjprizesi tb^i^fje^RiarcBs

,C ,^.^.1) t-li
,SK .••>
.e a

of what is carried on in tea--?' 'their-object has been to obtain it 
6f’‘*t^.e at ' tbe lowest 'rat)!,- in ot:de^„T^j^ri^,1^t,
consumer in . 'Great Britaih may 'be supplied on .?the ■ mot^t^^ ’ faif" 
and. .eqititable . terms. Notwirhsranding. l^^e, great .increaseio^^ 
duty, .yielding a revenue ■ to the .state. ot thneemiaii^libsjsat^i^^a^i 
hal£i sterling ■ per annum, without ' any <-t^l^^t^e' 'for .eo:lSslilic^l^J 
smuggling iii. tea has been most materially ' ■'£^iii^|^^i^^ssS»'!.n- Thi^* 
very 'knowledge oF the care' with which ..the .Cojnpany’s te^* 
are selected and brought to. this country ppt^r^^l^(^s ais > ^liiecky; 
by leading to a moi'e ready discovery ot the spurious. otil^* 
valuable article. .

■'In''1784 it 'was computed, that ot the eleven''miiiiO'ns■ ’blt 
pounds " then consumed, eight millions were smuggled. . ,.Pg, 
reference to a return * oF the denoinination quaniti1^Jiil«f(
seizures made by the preventive service dn .thel .yeai-slillSl^ls 
1822, and 1823, it .will appear ' that the■wholes^tsantiry 
siUt^jggled within those years, was only , '19,804 ''ibs. '’Welgfi>S 
lyhiillti in' tobacco . there was nearly. a. mJiiiorJ of lp^,u.nds’ •fitfigj'^^ Iq 
in, , •.b^t^In^dl, 135,000 gallons and gen^^a; , g?i7,443 ;gai^;^l^J^^^ 
-Bh<^< privilege extended to . the. Company^. ■ (qarrieSjwith it^i^ithdi 
performance ' of most important dutiie-s; •• *^^lI^■S^^^l^tt”tiiS'-^t^tO■S'- 
shall 'arrive at 'which the expediency df conti^^^^lj^OS'flIe’l)l^ttsenSS 
systeh^ 'may be discussed, it will . be shew'n
coni^^t^l;ed upon them by Pariia^lp^h^,,,ill!^'.ppJi bee^iO oPt^f^Jy,ti»^^fl 
theij' .own benefit or advan't^j^i^., . . : ........ "

LAWS.
1823.

4 Geo. 4, 
c. 80, 
§9.

LAW^SSi, . ,

Trade in Tea, vested in the (nija sili icib
’'{l))Provided" also, and be it further enacte^d^’thal “i^ctno??o,Q)(!rrY 

nothing herein contained shall authorize' arf^'bf 
Majesty’s subjects;’ other than the 's'aiil'^Colr^l^E^^^ir”W|' ' * 
persc^n’s' proper^^y licensed by them"' tb'c^arr^’bh''trai}'e 'or' tratSc,witli* 
thb' 'dbniin:ions of the Emperor eUt 'Chiriaj''oi*‘i?o* pkpdri'tpr'timjjoi^i;* 
ftbni or to' any ports . or plai^iet '■'Wii^l^in ''oit '•y^ithd'lit We ' lirnilstoftij^et 
said Company’s •charrer,■ any . tea,' or inaii'y miihriei’'fb‘tr£e’efe‘br'iralB'ct 
in tea. ' ' '

'NtV' ^2^,' February Ik'iij.
,'■ .'■■.vj-- I .|!> J<' t
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J^ire^ilo^si '.a® to.^Sal^Si

Ji m’utb. * 1 . '‘ jn .. I li .! 1' ' u'i no bUraio zi isuiv/'lo
J%ire<;tions .

rt ■ , said United Company should,, in consideration of the
sales of tea. . {jri^itt benf^itt ^tic^h nti^y r^esutt to heeir ci^Don^irrc^e foc^m 

^t^ib&diStttibtt bCd'ufibS Ifefbby tiiatle,' c6befib^et^'tl^<tlf’ 
<S>rii0!my^^ti7'''‘■^'*‘^®®’®‘bndeaVoUf3 for S6cu^iT^i^- to the'-public .fhe ’'iiilb 
koep -(ij -pcbp^i; j^,}^£^I^<fTi.,J^^lTiclt^i^l .^I’ii^e frt^m i^n.inini«^daiee;)^i^d jsirnia*! 
tlSi^areXsiJ^- pr‘ces ybe it . fusftieef^W^cted by, .tl^^
&c. , authority aforesaid, that the said United ' Company£ vja| as' soon as may be ' after the passing of this act, 
pifE’^Uian’d 'expose'f’o'puKlic' sale] at'the least, five ' millions ' of ' iiebndi** 
■w^g^lltD>foee^a?i ®i^d sha^l in like ■ manner, at some 'other 'time'-be^forA* 
the thirty-first day of December, one thousand seven, .hun(^^et^iJ^^)eT^•/ 
eighty-fo^f, make another sale, at whTch,tney shall, in.thelikq ma^- 

‘ ner,* put up, at the least, two millions , f^ve hundred thousand pounds' 
^liT»ht;’bf tea^';. and shall thenceforward continue to make, at ' the'’ 
IbasfC foufsaltJ? in every year, and, as near as conveniently nfa^^'be]* 
atie^qi&ilu^i^t^ances .of time, and shall put up at such sales such quaii-'S 
titjgs J^B%3g*lselli be,r^u^j^^d suffi^i^nt - to supply the demand ;TmwU
tha* .at.Ji!acn (anjl,every such sale, the tea so put up shall be sql*j 
Wittiiiut fesefve to the highest bidder, provided an advance of ..one* 
pehA^y'**: pbu'f^tl' shall tie bid upon ' the prices at Which the same 'shs^H , 
^^pktup ;l^^^d-fhat if Sial! not be, at any time'hereafter, lawful -for’* 
thdsaid Umte^Uompany to -put’ up' their tea' for sale at any priceite 
wh^p:^c^^ela^ll^, upori - thfe,whole of - the teas so put up at any one - sale, f 
exceed the . prime -cost thereof, with the ' freight and charges of Tmeore* 
tation, togeth^f with lawful interest from the time of the anival of such *' 
tea’in ''Cfeat-BrTtaini and ' the common premium of insurance, asa ' cbm- 
eean^tti^l^'for thb■^^^^atrTsk Tncurfed -thereon v and ' that the' said ' United * 
Company shall from time to time send orders for the purchase of such * 
quantities of tea, and provide suffcient ships to import the same, 
as, being added to the stock in their wr^l^l^i^ouses, and to the quan
tities ordered and not arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply for 
the keeping a stock at least equal to' one ' yebr’s' consumption, accord
ing to the sales of the last preceding year, always before-^-^t^i^d; ' and 
that the said United 'Company shall, from time to time, lay before 
the' Lord',l^igh '^i^<^asurer, or the Commissioners' of the Treasury for 
thei'temiiiibeing, copies of the 'accounts and estimates upon which j 
simhU^I^d^^l^S'^3t' iinportation, or prices for sales, or quantities put up/ 
to jSalllefellall^lb^i. grounded, whenever such orders shall be sent ' out, 
or ,8uch, sales made, or as often as they shall be called upon for th^, 
same.-iby'the 'said Lord. High ' Treasurer, or any ' three 'or more ' . of the.. 
smd Commissioners of the. Treasury for the time being.

De^)osits. . i,, ;ji
(3) And whereas many persons do freqt^^i^^^y, at

vision, 13 co. 3' ggeg . forgtiBa, by the,, saig Ignited 'Companyi bid for, ’e. 2Geo;

JL^AWS.

1784.
24-Geo. 3, ' 

c. M, 
I 5.

.E'WAJ
.{asi

3 .o‘O I 
,0rt /J

17^5.

and

    
 



622 SALES, iKCLUDiKC TEA;

HAWS;' and are declared .best. bldders-Tor large■ quantities of. cv.44,. ,Sec^a,ifor *

1745.
18 .Geo.

c. 26,.
§ -

aK^rouunt; the 
deposit to .£4 per 

der to'depoii t • 
40^. for every tub 
and chest? of tea^ 

forfeit six times 
the value of the ‘ 
said deposit, ■ and' 
the sale be made 
void.-^Tlie teas 
.o be pu. up.i 
®sainto sale la, 
fourteea days/f 
and the l)uueis i 
aforesaidnufap^^. 
ble o£ bidding atii 
any public' sale 
of teas.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 44, 
§2.

tea, without intending or being able to pay for the
3 same, •un^i^^.-j^uch teas 'sh^ulc^, .'after such sales, rise tiie..—-.Beeai.tiirft! 

in price, by means wher<2o£' the prices of ■ teaa^refri^- 
quently raised, and the running tea will be still en
couraged; for remedy whereof, be it enacted by the' inthrej -days, . or, 
authority aforesaid, that every pereon who shall at any 
public sale of tea made by the said United Company, 
be declared to be the best bidder or bidders for any 
lot or lots of tea, shall, within.three days* after being 
so declared the best bidder or bidders for the same, 
deposit with ;the ■ said United Company, or such clerk 
op offcer as -the said Company shall appoint to receive 
the same, forty shillings for every tub and for every 
chest of tea; and, in case any such person or persons 
shall refuse or neglect to make such deposit within the time, before
limited, he, she, or they shall forfeit and lose six times th? value of 
such deposit directed to be made as aforesaid, to be recovered -by - 
action of debt, bill; plaint, or information, in any .of hisJ^Iajesty’s-, 
Courts of Record at Westminster; wherein no. essoign, protectoi^jipii'. 
wager of law, or more than one impaflance,..shall hc.aUowcd.;, pne> 
moiety of which forfeiture shall go to .his Majesty, Jhis .heij^s^it—d.sw^-^* 
cfjsiso.rs, and the other moiety to such person' as ..shall sue.qr, prt^isi^cg^tei 
for the same: and the sale of all teas,, for which such ;deposl,tsl>all> 
be neglected to be made as aforesaid, - is hereby dcf^l^tnedlo,e5^r?Mll■J 

'and vrnd; and all such teas shall be again put up by ..tpejjEJiid .Ujfifedj 
Company to public sale, within fourteen d-j's afterjlbd-sn^ (jf t^.c; 
sale, of teas at which such teas were sold.;, and -tij^ and^icYpry, bf^’gEI 
pr buyers, who shall have neglected to make-such defU-sib® 
said, shall be, and is, and are hereby fen<lefed..ineapably; -<^ifabid‘iRig>. 
for, or buying any teas at any future public sale of, tbp. sajfl ^nitedi 
Company. , , ,-,r ;• j, . bonoitnum

’ ■ . „ , ' '.iiiot'iTib arlt
Depos^^s oon Bohea Tea m Chesl;^ ,,, ngonomnwi

(4) ■ Aj^d wl^c^l^f^^^S) ii i^- ft^ui^d tt). b^ e3^]^«^<^i^!^n a)^<^.;--t^^'I?|^'irPfS’i‘hr 
necessafY to increase the deposit ■ to be made by any!ijY-a^i;
bidder or bidders for, any lot or lots of bohea teas -atl,O^^^nJ<ptafH■sthsl 
the public sales o^ teas to ■ be made by the said , United
Comi^i^i^ny; be it enac^d by the authority aforesaid,, (halldfeootiShft? 
that every person who shall, ■ after the tenth' da- ■ of 
MaY,.one Uiousand seven hundrad and ■ seventy'-tlrie^i^^/ 
at any public sale of tea to be made by '-he [SOid ^tte^-ni TjoIo od 

United Company of Mere•han-s of England, ■;-fadingr fbj the Easbo 
Indies, be declared to be ■the best bidder or. biddqro-.tfbi^i^i^jiytotJ 
or lots bohea tea’, shall, ■ within ■ -hree■ days .-af-ef ..bsi»gJ,oo.-decJaffi:li

. ■ ' I -Ii'. "i '.io;rlj gtidedlhe)
* Days stated by SSd 'Geo. •S-'lDtoilf'il 1i.9f
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the' best bidder or- bidders ■ for the same, deposit ■ with ithie ■ said United; irAWSi 
Company, or such clerk or officer as the said United Comj^i^iiy shall! 1
appoint to receive the same, four pounds of lawful money of, Gr^iat.. 13 Geojs, 
Britain ' for every tub and for every chest of tea, under the '' • >
same terms and conditions, and ■subjisct to the same forfeitures,' pee-o 52‘;-
nalties, and regulations, as are mentioned and contained in the saidt 
recited act of the eighteenth year of the reign of his said late 
Majesty.

for
auheOimesimat! 'year of dhe reignAol' f Iate Majesty, King George If 
in specified; in* 
ste^d of those 
directed by last 
recited acts.

, Deposits when to be made.
(5) And whereas, by an actma^de i n the each teedtli' ss Geo. 3, 

c.^eige h‘» late Majv»t.ti K^eg Georgc Il, - c. igj_
ietituled “ An Act for repealing the present ■inlanci’ 
“ Duty of four Shilliegs per Pound Weight upon all'" 

, “ Tea sold in Great Britain, and for grenting■■ to his'
“ Majesty certain other Inlaed Duties in Lieu therei-’ 

“ of, and for better securing the Duty upon Tea, and other Duties' 
of Excisei and for pursuing Offenders out of one County' into'’ 

“• another;” eed by an act made in the hhirteeeth year of the reign 
of hrs prfs<^ilt Majesty, intituled ," An cAct to allow a Drawback ■ 
“'the Duties Customs on the Exportation of Tea to any of chis’
“"Majesty’s Colonies or Plantations in America; to increase the De-i"' 
“'ptjsit 'hn Bohea Teac to■ be sold at the Easteintlia Company’s Sa'^e^S;* 
“'and''th ■ empower cthe Commissioners the Treasury to grant Li-’ 
s ■^eeSea to the Eastelndia Company to export Tea Duty-fn^e;” eVejy'''' 
person^ho should"' at any public sale of tea made by ■ the said 'United' 
CompahU,-' bc ‘dealared to be the best bidder for any lot or lots o,f 
tisa' Js’ reqU^hea,‘ within three days after being so declared the best' 
biaae^ oV biaders for the same, to make such deposits with the said" 
United ■Coihpany,' for ' ever^ ■ tub and for every chest of tea, as 'in the' 
said" hetpeCtive acts are'mentioneai under and subject to such regu" 
latforsl tbrfeihUreSi penalties, and disabilities, as in the same act are ’ 
mentionea : and whereas it is expeaieeh to vary the time of paying' 
the said dept^'^iit; be. it ■ further enactedi that, from and after the 
commencement of this' act, ' the pro^’asion made in the said recited acts, 
with''resijjei;i; to’ the t^ime of paying the said depositSi 'shall 'cease; ,
aeaiteMS>' reSpech ■ of all tea sold at the said Company’s sales, at any ' 
time 'from ■and! after 'the commeecemeet this act, the said deposits* 
shall' be, "paid , at such times as hereinaflter are mentio^^d; (that i.s to'' 
say)i,oe,alll 'tea of which ' any person shall be declared the best ■biad^^lr* 
on’- the"-Mprii^ia;t' hnd Tuesday of each week in which any sale tea"'
shali,,"^!! , fh^de^ the 'said deposits shall be 'paid at or before three of 
the clock in the 'aftereooe of the Saturday then next following ' • and
on all tea of which any ' person shall be declared the best bidder Oi^^ 
the Wednesday, ' Thursdayi Friaayi and Saturday o’ each week in 
which any 'sa^ie of tea ' shall he made, the said deposits shall be' paid oh’ 
or before three o^ the clock in the afternoon o^ the Tuesday then 
next followiegi under the same terms and c■onditioesi and subject to

• the

    
 



C24 SALES, INCLUDING TEA*

LAWS.

1745.
18 Geo. 2, 

c. 26, 
§ 6.

Means 
vent disputes 
touching tlie 
j^rice at which 
teas are s^ld.— 
Officers appoint- 

by th<g 
missioners to at
tend the {)ublic 
sales of tea, and 
report the price 
on Qath, who 
may also inspect 
the ’Ccmpany’t 
books, which the 
Court of DireC* 
tors is to pro* 
duce.

the same regulations, fcrfeitunes, penalties, and disabilities, as are 
mentioned and contained in the said act of the eighteenth year of the 
reign of his said late Majesty.

Officers ojf Revenue to attend Sales.
(6) Andi^ar oh ej^rev^f^i^ting; ^ny'disdi^i^ps tha1t ntay 

arise touching the price at which teas shall be sold at 
the public sales of the United Company of Merchants, 
of England trading to the East-Indies, be it fuhthtr 
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the Ccyrais- 
hicnehs who are or shall be appcinttd for the Manage
ment of the said Inland Duties, or the major part ofthem 
for the time being, shall have power to constitute, under 
their hands and seals, such and so many ofiiicers as they 
shall find needful for attending the said public sales, 
and take an account of the names of the several buyers, 
and phict at which each and every lot of tea shall be 
sold, and shall thereof make htturns or hepcrts, in 
writing, upon oath, to the said commissicnehs ; and from
such htpcrts or hetuhns the charrTe of the said duty of twenty-five 
pounds per centum, upon the gross price oftea iypcstd by this act shall 
be settled and ascertained; and for the preventing mistakes, and 
better regulating such charge, it shall and may be lawful for such 
cfIiceh or officers, at any time or times, upon request ' made to the 
Court of Dihtctors of the said Company, to inspect all and every 
such book or books as shall be appointed and kept for taking ao 
account in beha^lf of the said Company, of the particular price and 
prices that tea shall, from time to time, be sold for at their several 

. public sales; which book or books the said Court of Directchs is here- 
,by required, from time to time, to ph^du^ct to such cfiiieeh or offictrs 
so deluding the same. ,

BY-LAW^.
c. 1, § 3. Item, it is Chdaintd, that an account shall annually

be laid before a General pourt of Prcphittohs, shewing 
the net .proceeds of the Company’s sales of goods 
during the year last past, ending the 30th Apri; the 
duties and allowances arising to the Company by 
private-trade, and all other net profits of the Company 
in Great Britain, and the application and disposition
thereof, agreeably to the act of 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155. ' ■

c. 6, S 4. Item, it is ordained, that no director shall give his No director to 
vote for any lot of goods bought at the Company’s sale, OftSoOdst'WhSae- 
or for making any allowance for any goods so bought, in he i.' con- 
wherein he shall be di^^ctly or indirectly concerned. cernsd.

Accounts oif the 
net proceeds of 
sales, duties on 
private-^iade, ' 
and application 
of all net profits, 
to be laid before 
the general court 
annually* '    

 



civil And military, in india.

‘Under this head may be comprized not only the whole civil.^/ 
■^ililt^i'y, aj^d marine establishments in the service of the Eiisst- 
India Company, but also those officers holding appointments the, 
hoiriii^i^liioh. to: which proceeds direct from the Sovi^:r;eign, 
the Judges of the Courts of Judicature at Calcnttay
Madras,-'and Bomba^y; the Recorder of Prince of Wafes” 
^sland,' Singapore, and Malacca; the Bishop of Calcutta; ahdj 
^he . officers of his Majesty’s army who are, from time 'to time< 
placed on the staff at each presidency. ;

Gf ithe appointments vested in the East-India Compa^^^,/ 
thdse -of ' governortgeneral, governors, and commanc^i^is^^nt-^'- 
j^I^ii^if' A^e subject to approval by the Sovereign. '■

.,^.,’j[;h<^ ,:nql-n:-patipn . .o^ members of council, writers, cadel^s,,. ~ 
i^iS^^sn^Jr%^yr^geons^•,■.;;cl^^^]^l!^itns, and .volunteers for ' the Bombay 
marine, rest etitirely with the Court of .D^i^recl^ors. . .

The civil and military servants., .of the Company proceed to 
India in the first instance, as writers or cadets. It is an ho- 
npura^l:)l<^ 'i^esti-^ony 'to the character of both those branches . of 
th€^:Com.pany’s .i^i^j^^.vice,, that members of them have risen to the 
^iig^^l,^l^<,ppsts in.- the Indian Governments, including that of 
^b;y^^^l-i^dtt^^&^^a^ai. At the -present moment the ■d-st-nguished 
stdtfo’n'<^:f 'iGovernor of Madras is filled by a military serv^s^nt:,*' 
and tnid. - -w Governor of .Bombay by a . c-v-) servant of the 
CompE^in^.-f , . ^ - . ,
^,'51^E,..Ai^l3ortar^(^,e ..and magnitude of. the duties which the , 
servants bf'the Easttlnd-a . Coi^pa^y . ape . called upon to d-s- 

, charge
I * Major.iGen6:.ral.Siir Th<^in,as.i^Iunro, K.tJ. .B. . . ...

f The Honourable Mounts^uart El^hinstone.
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626 SERVANTS, CIVIL and MILITARY,

chargie are forcibly described in the minute ■ recorded ' by' thf; 
'^Marquis Welledey, on the occasion of that ’distinguii^h^cl''lih- 
blemUn proposing the establishment of the collegei at ■ ' l?0rt 
Will^iam, in the ' month of August 1800. His Lofdshijf ob
served that “ the British possessions in India ' constitute one of 
the most extensive and populous empires in the ' world. ' To 
dispense justice to millions of people, of various languages, 
manner^,'usages, and reli^i^i^i^si; to administer a 'Vast and ' com
plicated system of revenue, throughout districts 'equal in extent 
to Some of the most considerable kingdoms in .Europe; to 
maintain civil order in one of the most populous and ' litigious 
regions of the world, are the duties of the larger proportion 
of the Company’s servants.

The pleadings in the several courts, and ' alT important 
judicial transactions, are conducted in the native' laniguf^jgee. 
The law which the Company’s judges are bound to. administer 
is 'not the law of England, but that law to which the natives 
had long been accustomed under their former sovereigiis, telh- 

' j^<^:r<}d ' and mitigated by the voluminous Regulations ‘the 
governor-general or governors in council, as welt ' as 'by. 'the 
generi^^l spirit of the British constitution. In addition to the 
ordinary judicial and executive functions of ' the judges, 
magistrates, ' and collectors, the judges, nti^ffistratesj' and col
lectors occasionally act in the capacity of gover^i^irsejf 't^heir 
respective districts, employing the militai'y, riid exercising 
other extensive powers; they are likewise required froii^’time 
to time to propose to the government such amendihents 
of the existing laws, or such new laws, as may ' appear ' to 
them to be necessary .to 'the welfare and good government of 
their sespecti^^^-^l^il^tsicts. In this view, the servants employed 
in the departments of judicature and revemiej cohstitute’ a 
species of subordinate legisla^^-^i^^. council to. the g^ves•hmeht, 
and 'also a channel by which the government''Ou^l^tt'toibe 
enabled at all times to ascestaih the wants and wishes blF' the 
people. These nemasks ■ are equally applicable to ' those hsahches 
of the public service which may be ' described under ' tbe’gehesal 
terms of the political and financial departments. The' stability 
of our Indian empire, whose magnitude is the accumulated 
result of former ehtespsize, activity, and' nesolutioh, -Tiusf'be 

secured

    
 



. JN IxNDIA..|

secured by the durable principles of i^ite^irial order; by a pure, - 
upright, and uniform- administration Of justices by a prudent 
and temperate system -of revei^^ie; by, the- encouragempnit ,apd 
protection, of industry, agriculture, manufactures, and com- 

't^(^l^^^e;-' by a careful and judicious management pfj.Uvery 
branch ■ of financial resource, and by the maintenance of a just, 
-firm, and moderate ■ policy towards the native powers of India.” 

,The laws which relate to the servants of the Company gene- 
juOll^ are given at length; the number of appointments -fs 
g^c^verned by the returns received from the several governments 

,.0^1^road, . . .
• I, ■jThe civil servants -of the Company proceed in the first 
instance as Writers to the several presidencies to which they 
jare- nominated. By ,^^e act of 1813, it is declared, that no ■ per

, son -is tp be appointed a writer who shall hot have passed four 
j-terins- at the East-India Col^^^i^e^e; the college, however, being 

, ■founfl unequal to supply the demand of the service -in JJnt^iia, 
liapT^t^it has been passed, at the instance of the Court of E^irec- 
,,tor%;^^ieh provides for the appointment by the E^:^t^ec^tors o;f 

, .any - person as a writer to Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, who 
, shall produce ^^ich testimonials of his character and conduct, 
-■^nil ^hall -pass such an examination as shall be required,,by 

.j regulations to be, e^tab^:^^:^^d: the same regulations being sub- 
j^^t ito appi’oval and alteration by the Board of - Commis
sioners for tfa^ A^ffairs - of India. «

I • By the act of 1793, no person is capable of being appointed 
ii^,writ^€^r, for India who shall be under fifteen years of age or 
,<above,- ,it^i^:nty-two ye^ars. The regulations of the college pre^ 

, «^i(^i^be .sixteen as the minimum of age for admission to that 
. I institution,, The rank of writers is determined by the certi- 
. ficate of the College Council, ^^ich is to’ be granted with re
, fereuce. to the industry, profici^^ncy, and general good beha- 
, vip^u^r, of the students. Other regulations -will necessarily arise 

. as - to the piode of ranking writers, in consequence of the, - act 
permitting .the nomination of parties without previously pass
ing through the East-India Colleg^e. .

, The salaries and allowances of the civil servants commence 
on their arrival in India. Four years' residence is requisite to 

, lenabj^^, them to hold places of more than £^1,500 per annum;
.. 2 s 2 seven

    
 



SERVANTS, CIVIL ajjd MILITARY,P28

>• seve^ ye»vs, ,.of mote . than ^sJjO'OO; and ten, of more than
- ■ ,, ; • n-

Ijly tj^(3 . act of 1193,^ the salary and allowances are not. to be 
paid d.uring the absence of any civil servant,, to any’,agent tor 
Olhsi,\]3er.son for his use; and in the event pf his noti<returning 
back to his station, or. of his coming -to .Europe, .hiS salary, and 
allowances shall be deemed-to. .-have ceased froj^i,the.day of his 
quitting such presidency or settlement. , In {^the apt -which 
has already been adverted to, permitting the appointment .of 
parties as writers without going to the college, ^.a. clause - is 
introduced . to admit of the salaries of servants, -who shall die. 
whilst absent on leave from the- presidency to which they 
belong, being . paid to their represent^t^ii^t^s.-l-, . Regulations 
have. been passed granting absentee allowance to civil servants 
when in Europe, for which vide Appendix. - ,

.lfhe .military officers in the Company’s service .procssd to, 
India as Cadets, those for the artillery or engineers .Jiaving^, 
beon previously educated at the Company’s Military . Seminary 
at .Addiscombe. No person can. proceed to India .as a. cadet, 
whose . , age is under rirteen pr above twenty-two, unless he 
shall . have been, for the space of one year atJt^SBt,.. a 'comn 
missioned olficer in his Majesty’s service, or in., the Militia 
or .Fencible men when embodied and called into actual ser
vice, or from the company of Cadets in the, ..Royal Regi
ment of Artillery, and whose age shall not exceed, .i-wf^iity-. 
five years. :

On proceeding to India, cadets are ranked according to the 
seniority of the Director conferring the nomination, from the 
date of the sailing of the several ships from Gravesend, by 
Lloyd’s list, and those who embark at an outport, from the . date., 
of the -s^iip sailing from such outpoi^tt On reaching India, tJhey 
are posted to regiments as vacancies occur. After ten years'! 
service in India, military officers are .entitled to a furlough for' 
a period of three . years, wliich period is reckoned from the 
date of their quitting the presidency .to .which they belong .to, 
the time of their return thereto.—Fide Appendix. , ,

Assistant-
* S3 Geo. S, cap. 52, sec. 37. 
f Vide SniarieSt P.

    
 



IN!-: IlSr^lA., ''

Assistant-Surgegns are not to be AindeF-'t\Vniitjr;tv^o ybaW' 
of age. Previous to their appointment they p‘asS'an'e:aaid^ri^at 
tion by p^r. Chambers, the Company’s • examining physd^ciis^n'. 
- Chaplains are required to be in priest’s orders, and to 
produce • their • letters of ordinati^^; also let^t^tjr^^' testimonial 
from three benefiCed clergymen as to character, &c.'

By the act of 1793, no • peison who has held any civil or 
military station whatever in India in the Company’s servict' 
under the degree of a member of council or comma^i^der-^int 
chief, who, shall not return to India within the space of five 
years from the date of his quitting it, ' is entitled. to any rank 
or restoration of •ofB^i^^; unless, in the case of •a civil seiv^£uttt'■ 
it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court of 
that such absence has been occasioned by sickness or infirm'^l^j',^ 
or unless such person be permitted to return by a vote or reso
lution, pasised ■ by way of ballot by three parts in four of the 
proprietors assembled in General Court specially convened 
for that purpose; or unless, in the 'case of any military officer, ' 
it shall be •proved to the satisfaction of the Court of Directors' 
and Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, that suc^fr' 
absence was occasioned by sickness or rn^rrmrty, or some inevi
table accident. ' '

It may here be observed, that instances have • occurred in 
which civil and military servants, when on leave in Europe, ' 
have rested under the belief, that if they reach India within the' 
ab<^)vi^-mentioned period of five years, they fulfil all that is' 
Iequired of them: whereas in the case of a civil servant, by 
the'new regulations his period of leave, with the advantage of’ 
the absentee allowance, is limited to three years from their' 
quitting to tneir again reaching India, and that of an officer' 
on furlough to the same pei'iod. The leave of the Court of’ 
Directors is requisite for a servant prolonging his absent<e^' 
from •India Beyond two years and a half,

'Civil • servants having been absent from India five years,' 
if permitted tb ■ return under the provisions of the act of 
1793, are, by the act of 1813, to take rank and '
only according to the time they shall have passed in the 
service of the Company at the peiuod of their departure from 

2 s .3 India,

    
 



J'TVI
!■- .OS^O f. 1 
.ol. ♦Uo"' »

bsO SERVANTS, CIVIL AnD 'mJELITARY,
Iion I-'iti,'). y.j fiaod ni.d 'i.,,..!. .■ , ', .1. J.,),,;),
jlndta,; an(;j nextj below thosp wjho. on tlieir rel^urA shall he^at 
;jliv>epcfcl<^innfciiit;0; shall belong, and, havp
szlike length 'of time in the • service. ' - , p i i.l.

By the 69th section of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52, the' G^tto 
pany cannot restore any servant who has ' been removed or 
dismissed by ,,, the sentence of any competent courj. , 'An ^t 
waslaccp.rdiingly introduced ■ .jm' 1811, enabling.rhe"' Company 
to restore ' military ' officers removed by sentence of .courtsr 
inartial, such restoration to be subject to the approbation 
of thc5 Board of Commissioners. In 1813, the 'restoration of 
servants, civil and military, suspended or removed by (the 

: governments' abroad, is declared not valid witb^o^t^.. tlie com
Sent ' of the Board. . . i . ' -

LAWS.
. 1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 62, 
§59.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63, 
S 33.

LAW^.
’ - - - . > 1 ' 7 u

'Appointments, number ta he governeii b^ Returns'from India^'i.A,*.
!' |i) And' be it further enacted, that it shall hot be 'DfrectdrS* 'hrft 

/awful for the Court of Directors of 'the said
to appoint or send out to India a greater number of cessary to supply 

persons, in the capacity of cadets or writers, or' in any 
other capacity, than will be necessary, in addition’to'''xnentt'"‘“'"‘ 
those already in India, to supply the proper' "'<=■''"■ mh “
ment of of^cers' and servants eontained in the said'' lists th^ir 'feta-
blishments, according to' such returns of vacancies' ' as'th'e i^iplhCiii'e 
governments in India shall transmit from thence to ' t^'e said Cbtf't ‘of 
Directors. ’ ' ‘ ■ 'f ■.

B^i^t^u^ches off Ti^ust to be prnnisheii by Fine and Im-p/risonment*■ ''
(2) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- Sen-aut Bf iSc 

said, that from • and after the said first day of August^’ 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, if any es of on 
of his Majesty’s subjects in India, employed by, or 'in" conviitniwr.^^e , t , i-r . „ finad and impn-the actual serwce of t^e-sa«d United Company, shall sonel at i^ii’dis- 
be charged with and prosecuted for .any breach of credon;lf^ithe• 
public trust, or for .embezzlement of public money bfi >
stores, or for defrauding the said' United Company, eVerj*.»lbuf;h 
offender being convicted ther^^f in the said Supr«»m6 Court of Judi
cature, or in. any court of judicature in any oUier presidency'or 
settlement in India, may be fined and imprisoned, and adjudged to be 
for ever after incapable of serving the said United Company,' at the 
discretion of the court before which he shall be trii^d; and imme-

’ diately
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, I.AWS. 
1773.

13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63, § 33.

.631 
' '.t.

diately lifter the sentence of such court shall have been executed .and 
inflicted, shall and i^ay he sent over-to England, by sdch’■ ordet Aid 
ib such manner as is hereinbefore mentioned- and - directed, unless he 
shall remove hi^^^l^ within twelve monthsj and in the mean -time give 
suflicjent' security so to do.. ■ ,

Collector Revenue to take an Oatl^, .
* (3) - And, for preventing the abuses which have Ibr-’

' ' j’ .

tlritisl^'.bor^ .............. .................... ........... .........________
nierly prevailed in the collection and receipt of the 

■nents&^.toiake’.' revenues ’ of the said territories and' acquisitions In 
an oath. , it fi^iftl^e^r <^i^^ct(^d, tlii^t c^^e^i^y jx^iri^c^n (^eir^ga

■British-born subject) who is'or shall, be appointed or -authorized to 
collect,, manage, control or receive the rents, duties, ’ or rijvenu^ (if 
and belonging, and due and paj'able ’to the said Company in India) 
shall before ’he enters upon the collection and receipt then^i^iff'take 
and subscribe the following oath, which oath the. chi^if. justiceto^r.j one 
of the puisne judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Bengal, 
or the mayor or other magistrate in any of the other presidencies or 
settlements, or such ^ther person as shall be deputed .or authorized 
by any order in council of any of the said presidencies in that behalf, 
shall 'and' is.;hereby/^ui^horized and commanded to administer; and. 

;such path so administered shall be recorded in the . Supreme Court at 
•Calcutta; or . in one of the said provincial or mayor’s cou^^s; (that . is 
"to sh^)[; \ ', ' ,,
J 'The - oath.! « .I, A. B., do promise and swear, that I will, to the

utmb^lt'of -my, endeavours, well and faithfully execute and discharge 
“ the duties of an .<^lficer of revenue, reposed in a^d committed to me by 

Afi -the, -IIpi^ed Company of Merchants of England trading to the East- 
,i‘J Indies,; and that I -will not demand, take or accept, directly or indi- 

by myseffi pr by any other person, for my use or - on my 
“ behalf, of or from any rajah, zemindar, talookdar, polygar, farmer, 
“ renter or ryot, or from any person paying or liable to pay any

- “ trii^t^lte”'^^]^!^- dr tax, to or for the use of the smd United Company, 
•S any sum - of ’money or pther valuable thing, by way of gift, present, 
^“'’br,■otherwise, over and above or besides and except .the actual tri- 
,f‘ hl^t^,^renS or -tax authorized to be taken by and for the use of the 
•*' said United Comj^i^i^jy; and that I will justly and truly account for, 
jyj ’answer and pay all -the rents, duties, and other revenues and sums 
‘^i.oC.moniey which shall come to my hands, or to the ’hands of any 
“ person or' persons in SjusS for or employed by me as an olBicer of 

!t“, the revenues of the said Company, unto the said United Company, 
I, J " “So help me God.”
f s' ' D^f^n^at^i^ons, and F^t^e^s^ents p^t^ohibited,

’ i.JJopcrionhol(;i- (4) And L^e furthrr erat^nad bd the autl^oi^ioir aforfo 
lnracofiicor miu srid,Jthat from and after the first day of August, one 
dcr. sIu- crown. thousand seven honerbd and sbfbnth-four, no person

2 s 4 ' aoleing

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§61.
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1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

c. 63, § 24.
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1784'
24 Geo. 3, 

c. 25, 
§ 47.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 62.

63.

^3^ SERVANTS,^;^^ lANB j MILITARY,

bolding .o, ^xpi^c^iising.anyv,civil op military .officei.under &C4 shalllaoqvpt, 
ibiB . crown, or ,thq said -IJiiited Company, in the East-^,
In.i^ies,. .shall accept. receive or take, di^^ctly or, indi- pealed in part hy. 
r.eetly,.by bimselti ,or.. any other person oi* persons on Go^s^'ca’i.’’
l,^!S,.b^ti£liP,, 5)r for his use or benefit,- of. and from., . t,-
any of the Indian princes or pow^i^^, .or, their ministersj.oy i^gents, 

any of the natives of .Asia.), any present, gift,. donation, ■ .gratuity 
or■ re.ward, pecuniary,. or . otherwise, upon ■ any account or ■■ on' any 
pretence . whatsoever, or any promise or engageml^l^t.for■hny ■presept, 
gift, donation, gratuity or reward; and if .any person, holding .flr.exrrr, 
Citing any such civil or military . office. shall be guilty any ■ speb
offence, and shall be ther^o^ legally convicted. in, such Supreme .Ceyrt 
at Calcutta, or in the mayor’s court in any other of the said United ' 
Company’s settlements where such . offence, shall .have been commit
ted, ever'y^ such person so convicted shall forfeit double .the . value, of 
such present, gift, 'donation, gratuity or reward so taken and . rBceivBd,■ 
one moiety of which forfeiture shall be .to. the said United Company,' 
and .'the other moiety to him. or them who shall inform or . prosBcute. 
for the same; and also shall and may. be . sent to ..England, by ..the, 
order of the governor and council of the presidency oi; settlpmenti 
where the offender shall be convicted, unless, such person.so, convicted- 
shall give sufficient security to remove him or'. themsely^s^ withjp,

- twelve months after such conviction.. ............... ■ ...........  '
" (5) And be it further enacted, that so much of the , Pap of act . is, 
aforesaid act of thd thirteenth year of . the .'King’s Gpcaled.'^''^' b 
Malesty’s ' reign as sublects any person receiving or ^^ ,
accepting gifts O' presents to any penalty .or forfeiture . for so doing,,or 
as directs that such gifts, presents, penalti^!?. or forfeitures shall 
belong to the said Company, shall be repealed from ani^.i^fft^r die . first 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eiglny-ffvi^: provided 
that no prosecutions or other suits already commenced, or'to be com
menced before the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-five, upon the said act, shall be effected by such repeal. .■

(6) And be it further enacted, that the demandij^jg, Pcceivii^g giftt/
or . .receiving any sum of money or other valuable misda^canbr.' * 
thing US a gift or present, or under colour thereof, ■ I,, ,t;-
whether it be for the use of the party receiving . the same,' 
pretended to be for the use of the said Company, or of. any i-^thBK-, 
person whatsoever, by any Bi-'tish subject holding or exercising, any, 
ofi^ce or employment under bis Majesty or the said United Cpmp.any., 
in the East-Indies, shall be deemed and taken to be extortion and a 
misdemeanor at law, and shall be proceeded against and punished as 
such under and by virtue of this act, and the offender shall also. for
feit to the King's Majesty, his heirs and successors, the whole gift of- 
present so received, or the full value thereof. , ,

(7) ProvidedulWily^,s^^d l^e jB furfhei’enat^ted>.tlia(t The (huiC ma. 
the cdhrt or jheisdidtidn before whom any such . offence

.. shall
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dna" ■' shall be tned shall 'have full pbXver'ahd authOn't;/' to 
urilie-ptosecoj the said present'' or%ift; ' oh kHf jlaift thetebf, ' to he
ftr. cr n. ’ • •: restored to 'the- party 'rvhij 3a^er the sUi^t^t'or-'to'order 
this ■ whol^e, ' thereof, or' of any 'fine Wiich the court shall
set on the offender,' to be paid or given to the prosecutor or iriform'erj 
aimt^ch Gur't ih its ■'discretion shall think fit. ' ' '
'',t::oiii'iseU<i*'"’at'' ' ■'’ '(8) -Provided alv^i^^s, and ' be it enacted, that nothing 
Ske ■ ftSinSei'r ■herein Contained shall extend, or be construed to ex- 
ptefesdotis.- ; -'teiid,’ 'to prohibit or prevent any person exercising thiG 
prUfjSSibn of 'counsellor at law, physician' or surgeon, or any ' chaplanii 
f^om accepting, taking or' receiving fees, gratuities pr rewards (bona 

ij^' t'hbl^ay of his profession only.

-I i‘ - Neglect of Orders a Mi^sc^emeanor. ‘ '
'IS'ekkiCi' td ex- (9) And' be it further enacl^ed, tl^i^it tlie wiici^l dis- 
Ttl'e ' “htyieg, or - the wilfully omittieg, forCtar^eg or etgltct-
&-C. to ' be ing to execute the orders or iestruclions of 'the Court
auniiide^ei^^ior. pf Directors of the said Company, by any governor- 
geheiial, governor, ‘prtsintet, counsellor or commaentr-ie-cl^i<,3 or 
by '^njy other the officers or servants the said Unittd Company
ih the East-Indies (■reltss in cases of ntctssity, the brrthte of the 
3r6‘of‘of whicHi^i^icessity shall lie on the party so- disoCtyieg, or omit- 
tieg or forCearing to execute such orders and iestrrclions as afore- 
M^n)'; ■ and every wilful Creach of the trust and duty of any -office or 
tmplbymtet, Cy ' any such govtreor-gtetral, governor, presineet, 
counsellor or commanntr-ie-chief, or by any of the officers or strvaels 
of'thee said Ueited Company in the East-Ienits, shall be deemed and 
taken to be a misntmtaeor 'at law, and shall or may be procetntd 
against and preishtn as such by virtue of this act.

■ '' Office obtained by corrupt M^^ans a Misdemeanor.
ks also any eor- (10) And be it further teacten, that the maJking or 

givhig^p^or ob> entering in to, or being a pa rty to any corrupt bargain 
tabling any ein-. or coetracl, for the giving up, or for obtaining, or in 
pfoynien't. . Qtlier maentr touching or concerning the trust and
duty of any office or employment under the crown, or the said Unittd 
Ui9m]aey,' the Easl-Innies, by any British suCJccI whomsoever^- 
tliCrl^'t^es'ineuti shall' Ci nttmen and takte to be a misntmeanor at 
laat^,' mid eshall Ce procetntd against and prostcuttd as such by virtue 
of ■'thi^ll'nC3. ‘ ' ■

1, Iiri ■ T . • ■
. () I-. Offences to be tried by a Jury Biiti^sh Subjects.
■Offen^ieitp Ca (11) And be it -further tnacttn by the authority 

ofiBrWsh suC3 aforesaid, that all offences •and misnemeaeors which 
jects.
preme Court, shall be tried by a Jury of British subjects resident in 
the town of Calcutta, and not otherwise. ■

Recall

(11) And be it • further enacted by the authority

shall be laid, 'tried, and inquired of in the said Su-

LAy-S.,
179S.

S3 Geo. 3, 
c. ' 
§ 63.

§ 64.

§66.

1773.
13 Geo. 3, 

§34.

    
 



^4 SERVANTS,, CIVPL )andi MILITARY,

Removal Serv^c^tits'. '■ - j,. ..dd,
(12) And be it further enacted, Uiat it shall' and '"His (Majestyi( 1793. w

S3_ Geo, 3, 
c, 5% 
§ 3*

§ 36.

1773.
13 Geo. S, 

c. 63, 
§ 33.

. ... Rem‘o'val O Seivamis. ■■ 1 .j,. ,,,DD,
(12) And be it further enacted, Uiat it shall' and '"His (Majesty 

i^iay - be lawful to and for thfe King’s Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, by any writing or instrument under the president.-j>f 
his or their sign-manual,- countersigned by the Presi
dent of the. Board of Commissioners- for the, -.Iffairs of''.;^.i.^*se,!va^tvf

■ India, to remove or recall any person or persons hold- ' 'ihe ' CbmpaiiVih 
ing any omce, employment, or commission.,, civil , or
military, under the said United .Company in - India for the time |i'ein^^ 
and to vacate and make void all or every, . or any appointment br'aipr 
pointments, commission or commissions, ' of any person or persons ty 
any such ofi^iies or employm^i^l^ti: and that all and every the powers 
and authorities of the respective persons so removed, recalledj' or 
whose appointment or commission shall be vacated, shall cease or 
determine at or from such respective time or times' as in,"'the' said 
writing or. writings shall be expressed and specified in that henaff;

■ provided always, that a duplicate or copy of every such.-.yritfii^'.Oj'
instrument, i^t^der his Majesty’s sign-manual, attested h-y-tthe) 3aid 
president for the time being, shall, within eight days after't?n(■''Sitt^h 
shall be signed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors) be trahsmitteA 
or delivered . to the chairman or depi^tj^'' chiairmah for ttni^''t!me'bc^i®t 
of the said Compan^y, to the intent that the ’Court o'f’Dii^^e'cfOrVHf 
the said Company may be apprized 'tnereof•' tn-iui-1 lni,?. edi
, (13) Provided always, and be it . further en!ieee,ojj,^Acctooottto pre.. 
tnat,,J^o01ung in this act contained shall extend, or jowtfrpr^ijetfidj- 
construed to extend, to preclude or. take.awa^, foo .i!^K,,‘I>eoffileI•s 
po.wer. pf the Court of Directors of the' said 
from removing or recalling any of the of^cers or servants the said 
Company, but that the said Court, shall and. may at all times have 
full liberty to remove, recall, or dismiss any of . such ofhcer^tnOl^^O.tr- 
vants,' at their will and pleasure, in the like ' Jraahh?r aOi ifj tnish-^tGt 
had not been ^^^(^j.any governor^jgeneral,, goverh0I^,'<or 0<^fni'Sn,d'-F- 
in-chief) appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors,,_'t^lhr^^ht 
the default of appoihtmeht by the said . Court, -of, Directors^“always 
excepted; any thing herein cohtaihed to the , -fOhl^l^i^J^v,,j^hy,){-Jif■ 
standing. . , ■ '->« ♦“ in'i/ntn

, ' . ;0 L—.bn,uf{
R^estoration Ser^)ants dismissed by Senieiice 0" Court."' • ’’ <•

(14) And be it further enacted, by .thje autnoritv,,/^^))®74k|!rt^ 
aforesaid, That after any judgment of the said Supreme 
Court of Judicature, or of an^y Cour^ of. Judicature .gt chip^ga 
any of the said United Company’s settlements, against.
any of the said United Company’s servants,. civil or-,t<mrt‘iofjtosiiw^ 
military, for any debt or. penalty, due or belonging to, .noj^.joso^re ie.er- 

.the said United CompahV, shall be made known.to' the .
Court of Directors . for the time being of the .^id UhItodl of.jiireo. parts^^io 

. Compahv,

    
 



four of directors, Compiu^y, it .shall, . noti h«!.Jawful-,to release or com- 
'of proppri!- pound such a^i^i^i^i^tce or judgment, or to release, dis- 

imageoeral charge or put a stop to any prosecutioi^i' suit' or iiciion, 
court. . •,,. - commenced or to be commenced, for carrying on- -any 
nlicit ' tra^Cj or for 'aay .t^isbt or penalty due to the said United Conr- 
panyy-or -to -restore any servant ' or servants whatever ' of- the said Co^^i 

shall,'have been . removed of dismissed from his of theif 
offce oi;,ienq)l,oymen1:, for of ' iijioh account of any misbehEi^ifc^iiiC 
wit^liOjU.t -the consent, of three parts in four of the said Court of Dr^tscii 
rors, 'to He taken by - ballot; and also'the'C^r^i^^nt of three parts -in- fodf 
iii 'number of the' prUj^i^ietors of the said United Company, who' shall 
1)61 presen.tj aiid ' give - their votes by ballot, to be taken at ' a general 
court to be specially cabled for that purpose, and of which fourteen 
days’ public - notice, at the least, shall be given before the holding- the 
same, and of the particular occasion for which such general court - shall 
be called;' '' ■ . • =(»
■cf.CoPppp"'’*:*'’.;. , (15) And be it further enacted, that af:er' sent(^ti(:'5 
utv>-rt^‘i«estote i- '^r judgment of any court having competent jurisdicl 
.^miapVjpjsijoiss-, ;tipn, whether in Great-Britain or in India, against ' any 

governor-general, gove^rnor, - president, counsellor' 'of 
pppcpiapder-i^-chief, - or against, any of the said United Company's sof- 
•y^gtg,;jciyil; oy military, for -any debts.or penalty due -or ' belonging Id 
the said United Compi^n)'', or for any extortion or other misdt^maaoori 
it’ shall-not -.be lawful for the said United Company, in any case'vfhat- 
jjver, iff. relgi^<^''or ’ compound such sentence or judgment, or to restore 
atty-'servant^-pf 'i^iervants of the said Company who shall have been 
remoT^pdlp.f - f^isnnisised from his or their offce or employ’ment for or on 
account .t^ff misbehaviour, by the sentence of any of the said courts. i 
bli.a ojit ftt : ifi
arnd aami) i i, .tr i Suspend^d^ or Removed. > >
"■’Rest^>raai^Jli"'of’* '-(16) Aud ’ whereas by a certain act made in- thU 
Sarvantsp dvll • fifty-lirst year of his Majesty’s reign, entitled, “ An 
su5pe?ap’aor'ie- ‘‘‘ Act for making further Provision for the Payment of 

'..(c, Salaries, and other Charges in the Office of the Com- 
asftywhn'eg^^,,- '^■missmhf^i^^for the Affairs of Indi^; and for enabling
abroad, not to be , c • e'Wtiiouu"’ the East-India Company to restore to the fc^er^’ice of
consent of the u tjjg saijl Company, Military Officers removed there* 

“ Ap^wi by Sentences of Courts Martial ; and -to autho- 
" '« rize the said Company, in Cases of unforeseen Emer-

n’'SertciO,‘ ’td take’ tip ’Ships by private Contr^n^lt;” it was declared and 
enacted,, that ft ’ wa^ lawful for the Court of Directors of the said ‘ 
■Utiited C-onii^iany ' to restore - .to the service of the said Company, ’any 
roilitaro ’-^ifii^t^r’ who ’ should have been or shijuld be ’dismissed or sus-
pended therefrom by the sentence of ’ a court martial, provided that - no 
such restdration should ’ be in anyways valid or effectual, without’ the 
approbation and consent of the Board ’of Commissioners for the - Affaira, 
of India,, fdr that purpose had- and obtained : And whereas -it is expe- - 
' ' i -■ ' ■ dient

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c.52, 
S 69.

181.3.
53 Geo. ,3, 

c. 155, 
§ 8.3.

    
 



636 SERVANTS, . CIVIL and‘MILITARY,

L.l'WSi
181-11

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155,!
§ «31,-;

dient that the restoration; by the -said Court ■ of -Di^rect^ors to the. sCnVce 
of the said -Compan^y^j of . sUch of the said Coaipany’s servants,. civil antT 
military,-as shall ■ be ■ suspended by the -authority of any of the Governf 
ments -or ■ presidencies of the said Company in India, and'alsoi that'-thie 
restoration to their former stations of officers, civil- and . wlitary,xre« 
moved by the like-authority, should be .subject to the -like !iipprobA« 
tion and cons^n^ o^ . the said Board of Commissioners ; be . k therefoi^rr 
further enacted, that from and after the passing of. this actno .restora« 
tion ■ by- the said . Court of Directors to the service of the --said Cofnt! 
pany, of any servant of the -said Company, civil or ■ military, who d^alh 
have been suspended by the authority of any of ■the said.Ct^mp^iinjfisf 
governments^, or presidencies in the , East-Indies, or parts aforesaid r 
and no restoration by the said Court of Directors to his station, office 
or employment in the service ■ of the said Company of any officer of 
the said Company, civil or , military, who shall havie been removed 
therefrom by the like authority, shall be valid or effectual, without 
the approbation and consent of the said Board of Commissioners, foi^,' 
that purpose-first had and obtained. . >. i '- ■ >

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 70.

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155, 
§ 85.

Absent bi^ejoi^d Five' Years.
, , . i ■ ui

(17) And be it further enacted, that no person who, No person, onr
shall have held any civil or military station whatever ■in member'of]
India in the service of the said United Company, ■ council-or comT) 
being under the rank or degree of a member of council inj<n,leiMn..chie£| t 
or comman^er-ii^-<^hi^f of the forces, and who, having ■ return to Indii,., 
departed from India by leave of the Governor-General within ■five years 
in Council, or Governor in Council, shall not return to d7part*^hairiwi( 
India within the space of five years next ■after such de- -entitled to. rank, , 
parture, shall be entitled to any rank or restoration of ,n • . . x • 1 'herein proo.nl<!uimoince, or be capable ot again serving m India, either .
in the European or native corps of troops, or in the civil ■ line ■of ' the ■ , 
Company’s service, unless in the case of any civil servant of the Com- j 
pany it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court of Directt^i^r,, 
that such absence was occasioned by sickness or infirmity,_ or unleSs 
such person be permitted to return with ■his rank to India by ■'A vpty or, 
resolution passed by way of ballot, by three parts in four of ■the pro- j 
prietors assembled in . general court, specially convened for tliAfjpur- 
pose, wheri^i^if eight days’ previous notice of the time and purpose pj,, 
such meeting shall be given in the London Gazette, or ■unless, , m’fbc 
case of any military officer, it shall be proved to the ^ttisAyttipn ■pf-jj 
the said Court of ■ Directors and the ■ Board of Commiiiiohefs for the 
Affairs of India, that such absence was opcasioned by sickness or in
firmity, or some inevitable accidents , j

(18) And be it further enacted, that when and as Restored tivvl 
often as any person having held any ■.civil station, in
India ■ in the service of the said Company, ■and having- cording to lit^eSr 

departed

    
 



i.iIN dUDMI. 'J

sCTBority.'iii. the -{^(^jparted froin India' by. leav^ of the . Govemor-Geiieral' fbMV'S- 
pjrture from In* Governor in Cotincil, shall be^ffestored tb'
dUl '............................................................................................................................. ,
yedrs . from the time of such departure, such person from' 'and . aftei^* 1^,5’

such ■restontion shall take rank and precedence, only according to ''the*. 
time hcshall have passed in the service of the said Company at the . 
period' of his,.departure from India - and on his return to India, 'if any* 
ether^okil servant .or servants, . at .the settlement to which .he shall’ 
belong,!>shaU ■ have then passed a greater or the like length of time 'in . 
die It^ir^ii^^ of' the 'said Company as the person so restored had'passed- 
wheri ■' he leftd^ndia, the person so restored ’ shall be placed and tak^' 
Tank hnmediately below such other civil servant or servants, any., 
matter or thing-to the contrary notwithstanding.' ■’ ■

I'l . . - _ '
J ,, Ce'rtain return, thorigh absent beyo'^d Five Years. ■
<JerlIih.■ oiBcers 

may return . 
India* after'^ve ' 
years' absence, 
with c^^se^t of 
the directors and 
theBoard,though 
their absence 
may not- have* 
t^^w. ScI^^^ioncd■ 
by* sickness^ in*- 
frmit)^, ‘oi* inert* 
table aeoideiit.'

ro{elii^''^^!l‘'nativ^’ corp's of troops, unless it shall be proved to the 
satisfIctien of the said Court of Directors, and the Board of Com
missionerg' for the Alfairs of India, that such' absence was occasioned 
by I^ie^nesS 'or ' infirmity, or some inevitIble Iccidcnt;: and whereas 
inc^nv^i^ii^i^i^ie to' the militIry service of the said Company has been 
found 'to arise, in certain cases, from the said pro-vii^ii^n - be it there
fore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of 
Direci^t^i^is', .with the approbItion of the said Board of Commissioners, 
td permit any military officer, being of the rank of a general officer or 
cdlonel commanding a regiment, or being a lieutenant-colonel com- 
mai^c^i^iit of a regiment, who, having departed from India with' such 
leave^ as Iforesaid shall not have returned to India within five years 
from the time ’ of such departure, to have his rank and to be capable 
of'agaih seiwing in India, although such absence may hot have been ' 
occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or any inevitIble accident, any 
thinjj in^^he 'said act contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

' ' '■ ' Salaries and Allowances. ’
(20) Four years’ residence quIlifies for places more thm’ £1,500 ’

a ye^^..' ' '
(21) Seven yeIrs’ ditto, £1.1,000.
(22) Ten years ditto, £4,000,’ including- council. v

in Council, or Governor in Cotincil, shall be-fcstored. tb' jg,
■ the said .Company's se^^W^i^,rafter an absei^^Ee'-of fiv^ 53.Ceo.’S,..

(19) And whereas by the. siid ict of the Pirliiment o^’ 
. .Great 'Britain of the ’ thirty-third year of his Majesty’s 
feign, it is enacted, that no person who shall hold £i' 
military station in the service of the said Company, 
be^ng rn^der the rank of commander-in-chief of the 
forces, and who hiving departed from India by leave 
of the Goverpor-General in Council, or Governor, .in 
Council, shall not return to India within five years ne:^(;, 
after such departure, shall be entitled to any rank, or 
be capable of again serving in India, either in the Eu-

5 84.

§ 8.3.

No

    
 



^8 servants, civil and military,
1,AWS.- 

.1793.
33 Geo. 8*

• Ci.,52

§ 37.

4826.
_ j'l^.Gpo.J.

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 

c. 52, 
§ 106.

‘ (23) No person is-, to hold two olHces. the. salaries of which amount to 
more than the prescribed sum. , ,, - '

1 (2'«) The salary and allowances of any governor-general ' dr other 
Dfficer respectively cease from the day of their departure, resignation or 
■surrender of offiice'; and any off.cer wliatever in the service - of the 
-Company who shall quit or leave the presidency other than in the 
known - serviice of the Con^jpsiny, his . salary .E^ncl allowan.ces .apper
taining to hi^ office are not payable during his absence,; and in tlie 

;event of his not returning back to his station . at such presidency or 
settlement, or of his coming to Europe, his salary to cease from f(ie 
day of his quitting such presidency. ,, . , , ,

' ' (25) Salaries to be paid to the representatives of deceased . servants 
.•under certain circumstances.—(Vide Salaries.) >

Securities given s Servants to extern! to property
Individuals. ,

, (26) And be it further enacted, that the deeds of Securities given
, -povenant, and other engagements and securities, made, the^CoiTlnv to 
given or entered into by any of the officers and ser- extend toitei 
yants of the said Company, entrusted by them with property rfmdi- 

,-the custody, care or management of goods, wares 
. and merchandizes, whether at sea or on shore, for the ‘due execution 
of the trust reposed in them, shall be deemed in ' law to extend to and 
include as well such goods, wares and merchandize as . a^^im- 
mediate property of the said Company, as such a’s are the-property of 

lindividuals ; and that all or any of the offiicers and' servants of (he sfid 
- Company, so by them intrusted, and all -other'. per'sons .havihjg. ,al any 
time the custody or care of any such goods, wares or -merchandise, 
by or through whose means, . default, procurenienti nesde'et ^r w^ant 

' e VI. . t ■ .of care, any embezzlement, waste, loss oy darpaj^e'.sJiall or .may
- arise or be -sustained, 'shall be liable at law. ‘to ans«’et■.lfo?ttetsam.e-in 

damages and costs to- the proper m^n^rs thereof; and'
owners shall be desirous of being availed -oif ' the' Oenefit^t)r .arittrsich 
deeds. of covenant or engagement, and shall give . shch^^t^t^urity jOr

- other indemn^^y to the Court of Directors o^ the saidt'Cpmpany ' as 
, the said court shall require for securing the said 't^.on^caant^l . and- J(jep-

ing them indemnified from all costs 'and damages 'in that ljeh-dll^ it 
shall be lawful for the party or parties aggriev<3.d''by . any, such . 
bezzlement, waste, loss or damage in his propert'y,, to -spe u^^c^idany 
Such deed, engagement or security, in . the}^. name' oh lie ' Wid' Seotn- 
pany, and to take the full benefit of any' verdict 'or jufjgmefht^weich 
shall be obtained or pronounced therein, - and' to" issue or award exe
cution thereupi^n; any law . or. usage to the contrary ther^^^ notwith
standing. '

Sen'^t^j^i^^y no^ necess^s^a^ry to qu^d^ify Appointmei^t^i^., , •
(27) And, for establishing a just principle, of promo'-, . ..Civil . sstvants 

. tion amongst' the c^I^i^(^^anOed. serr^antSsof ,ohe,^^sa^i^^^.if!;'™- 
' United
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■eecyaccording. United Company in India ' on their ' civil ■ establishtnent, 
menu'&ff™”*" preventing all undue supercessions, be ' it further 
■' ■ enacted, that all the civil servants of 'the said United

Company in India, under the ' rank or degree of members of council, 
'Shall have and be'' entitled to ' precedence in 'the servi'ce of thesaid' Com- 
panjf, at their respective stations, according to their seniority of appoint
ment ; and no" 'Such civil servant Or servants shall' be capable of ' being 

or promoted' to any higher station, ' rank or degree therein, 
tbai^ be' 'or ' they'shall' -be ''^^:^]^<^i^t;i^i^ly entitled ' to according ■ to the 

■ length of liiV or their '- service rei^^^^t^i^^l^; any law or usage to the 
contrary notwithstanding. -

'' Serv^arts] 'of the
Company ma^ 
be appointed to 
boards; eourts. 
or other offcial 
establishments, 
fthoug'-helr flo 

'iT<^)itabe prece*. 
ndence' accdrc^ing 

to;lslIUority o 
.dlrvile]]f ' . .

IN INDIA;*

1793.
33 -GfiO. i3S 

?. 53, 
.§5§.

A^n^d w^l^i^i^e^t^s ^y tl^e ^Eiida^c^t <^f ^l^e-I^i^i^ia^^i^n^t 
of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his present 
Majesty's reign, it is enacted, that all the civil servants 
of the said United Company in India, under the rank 
or degree of member of council, shall havC' and be enti- 
tied to precedence in the service of the said Company 
at their respective 'stations according to the saniority of 

, 'their appoin^m^^^; and whereas the several govern
ments of' the ' said Company are often prevented from 

^appoii^i;ing' ^^(^^l^i^o^'ious ' servants of the said Company to be members 
jof 'courts, board?' and other ofEiclal establishments, where offices dr 

employments are ■exe^rcised by several servants 'of the said Company 
-collectively,' lest liy 'such appointment one or more members of sucdi 
.cour—'.)^oard' ' or'other establishment should be super^ed^d; be ' it 
.^'tii^i^efore ehacteiT, that it shall and may be lawful for any governor- 

’^ge^nerai' 'or j^overnor in council of the said Company, if he shall think 
- proper, upon application in writing for that purpose by any civil ser

vant of ' file said Company 'desirous ' of being appointed a member of 
•any such, court, board or other establishment, by special order to 

. Idir^e^^- fiipt,such ’servant' of the' said Company, on being appointed 'to 
I any' office or employment in any such court, board, or other establish- 
mentj '’shail take precedence at or in such court, board, or other esta
blishment, ' according to the seniority of his appointment as a member 

’^'bf ^ucb'icdurti board or other establishment, although ' such civil servant 
' ’ill jresp'efct ' pt Whom such order shall be made may thereby not take 
precedfjm^ie atbr m such court, ' board or other establishment, accord- 
fhg tb^the' senionty of his appointment to the service of the said Com- 

■—)pa^ir ’'f ’ahli^such civil ' serva:nt shall thereupon take precedence at such 
"I court,’tt'ooaf^''or other establishment' accordingly, the said act or 'any 

other matter or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. '
' ""y ■ ' TrPde. "

iVb Governoir-General, to trade. .
(29) And be it further enacted, t^at it shall ' not ' be 

lawful for f^r^^y'ooerrnr-'g^^eaal ' or j^overi^or' or s^i^y

S3‘GV^.;3, 
c 155, 
§86.

No governor..
S^eMnlx Wc,> on
account'^ off*^tlie member of council ol' the said presidencies 'in India, to 
Company.—No ' be'" concerned in any 'tradie or' trafSc whatever, 

j If'! on

1793.
33 Geo. 3, 
• , c, 52, 

§137.
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640 SERVANTS, ’ CIVIL and MILITARY,

on account of the said Company, nor for any collector, 
supervisor, or other person employed or concerned in 
the collection of the revenues ■ or the administration of 
justice, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar' and Orissa, 
or either of them, or their agents or servants, or any 
person or persons ’in trust for them or any of them, to 
carry on or be concerned in or to have any dealings or 
transactions, by way of trafl^c or trade, at any place 
within any of the provinces in ' India, or other parts, or to biiy any* 
goods a^d sell the same again, or any part thereof, at the place 
where he or they 'bought the same, or at any other place ' within the ' 
same province, or any other such province or country respiectii^e^ll^,' 
except on account 'Cf the said Coi^jp^t^jr; nor shall it be lawful for any 
of the judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature to be concerned in 
any trade or traf^c whatever ; nor shall it be lawful for any' of his 
Majesty’s subjects in the said provinces to engage, intermeddle or be - 
in anywise concerned, directly or indirectly, in the inland trade in sah, 
beetle nut, tobacco or rice, except on the account of the said Com
pany, or with their permission, on pain of forfeiting all such goods or ' 
commodities which they or any of them shall so buy and sell again, 
by way of traffiic, or in which any of them shall so ’ trade, and also 
treble the value thereof, one moiety to the said United Company, and 

^^^he other moiety to him or theni who will sue for the same.
Civil Servants may act as Consignees.

(30) And bei it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful for any persons residing in India, in the 
civil service of the said Company, or by their leave or 
license, not being restricted by their covenants with the 
sa^d Company, or otherwise specially prohibited by 
them or their governments in,India from so doing, and not being . in ' 
any judicial or military capacity, to act as commercial agents, mana- . 
gers or consignees, on the beha^lf of such persons as shall ihmk fit to- 
employ them, as well in the disposal of any export goods, not hereby 
prohibited from being exported by individuals, as in providing such 
other kinds of goods as may by law be imported by individuals into 
Great Britain on their private account, without incurring any penalty 
or forfeiture in respect thereof, any law or statute to the contrary not
withstanding.

■, judge to- t^cC^on- •
ct^rned Nl any, 
trad^.—No per
son whatever ^o 
tie coiiMmett in 
the inland’ trade 
in gllt, &c., ex
cept wi^hi the 
Company’s per-, 
mi^Uon/

Civil servants 
of *i^ (nani*^ny, 
or ii(r^^n5^rnl {ler- 
sons in India, j 
may act as con
signees, &c. -

Writers and ca
dets to be of cer
tain ages, &c.

Writers and Cadets

To be certain Ages.
(31) And be it further enacted, that no person shall 

be capable of acting, or being appointed or sent to 
India in the capacity of writer or cadet, whose age
shall be under ^fteen years, or shall exceed twenty-two years, nor 
until the person proposed or intended to be so appointed shall have 
delivered to the said Court of Directors a certificate of his age, under ‘

■ the
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the hand of the minister of the parish in -which- he was bap(;ized‘, or- 
keejper of the registry baptism of such parish; and- if no- such - registry: 
can be found, an afEieavit of that circumstance sha^h be made by ■ thiet 
party himself, with his information and beli^'fthat h^ age is,', not -^nneert 
fifteen years and doth-not exceed twenty-two years ; provided, ne^ve-t? 
theless, that the said restriction shall not extend to -prevent the - said t 
Courts’' of D,ii^Ui?tors from appointing any person to be a cadet who shall? 
have been, fpr the space of one ' year at least, a commrssionee officer? 
In- -his Majesty’s service, or in the militia or fencible men when em-" 
boeree, and hath been called into actual service, or from the company- | 
of - ca(e(3ts in . the royal regiment of artill^«^iy,d and whose ag^ --shall noV 
exc^d twenty-five years. ' *

Wi-iter^ to keep f^ur Terms at Co^ge.- ,,
^22 ) A^i^d l^e it uurrieer |^I^lCceed, h^rtt tt h^ilU n^ttt ^e - 

lawful for the said Court of Drrecioes to nominate;,' 
ap^(^ii^ei, or Send to the presidencies, of Fort William, •. ■ 
Port St. George, or Bombay, any person in the capi^-.; 
city of a writer, unless sUch person shall have been 
duly entered at such college, and -have resided ther^-, 
four turms, according to the rules and eegnlatrons 1

hAWSa
1793!.:

3.^ Geois3;
c. 52,.,
5

No person to be 
appointed a wri
ter, unle^ he 
shall have kept 
four terms at the 
college, 'and shall 
produce a certifi
cate o^ conformi
ty to the rules, 

theri^i^lf; and shall also produce to the said Court of Directors a cer-,; 
tifiicate, under the hand of the principal of the said college, testifyfing^- ■ 
that he has, for the space of fpnr terms, been a member of and duly 
conformed himself to the rules and regulations of the said college.

Map be appoinited without going to the College, ,
Preamble. • (33) Whereas by an act passed in the fifty-third

year of the reigfl of his late Majesty King George III, it was among ' ‘ 
other things enacted, that it should not be lawful for the Court 
Directors of ' the United Company of Merchants of England tr^tdr^n?' 
to the East-Indies, to nominate, appoint, or send to the presidiencies ■' 
of Fort William, Fort St. George, or Bombay, any person in th(e 
capacity of a writer, unless such person should have been duly 
eI:rtered at ' the college of the said Company in England, and have 
resided there four terms according to the rules and regulations 
thereof, and should also produce to the said Court of Directors a 
certificate, under the hand of the principal of the said college, tes
tifying that he has for the space four terms been a member of 
and duly conformed hims^l^if to the rules and regulations of the said 
coll^j^e; .

Persons may be (34<) A^nd whereas l^he^re is not a su^frcrent number
writere ’on'pro- persons qualified, according to the provisions o^-the
ducing testimo- said act, to be appointed writers to fill the vacancies. 
andUconUcict**^” which exist, and which are likely to occur in the civil ■ .

establishments of the said presidencies in the East- ■ 
Indi^is; be it therefore enacted by the King’s , most excellent Ma-.,

2 T jesty,

1813.
53 Geo. 3, 

c. 155,
* § 46.

1826.
7 Geo. 4, 

c- , 
§ 1-

§ 2,
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LAWS,

1826,
7 Geo. 4,

c. , 
§2.

§3.

jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the . Lords spiritual and 
temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authorii;y of the same, that at any time within three years from 
the passing of this act, it shall and may be lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company to. nominate and appoint, and 
to send to the presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George or Bom
bay, in the capacity of a writer, any person who shall produce such 
testimonials his character and conduct, and pass such an examina
tion as, by rules and regulations, to be framed and established as* 
hereinafter is mentioned, shall be required.

(35) And be it further enacted, that the said Court (35) And be it further enacted, that the said Court Directors may, 
of Directors shall, and they- are hereby required, with CmT

trol, establish 
rules apd regu
lations.

all convenient speed, by and with the consent and ap
probation of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, to frame and establish proper rules and regu
lations res^iecting the due and necessary qualifiications of writers; and 
that it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of Directors, with 
the consent and approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, to 
alter and vary such rules and regulations from time to time as circum
stances may appear to require, and that the rules and regulations so 
altered and varied shall be of the same force and effect as the original 
rules and regulations.

    
 



( 643 )

SETTLEMENT of ACCOUNT

BETWEEN

THE PUBLIC AND THE COMPANY.

It has already been observed under the head of “ Parliament,” 
that in the year 1805 a committee of the House of Commons 
was appointed to take into consideration the f^i^f^iount between 
the public and the Company, arising out of various expeditions 
undertaken against the French Islands, the Cap^ of Good 
Hope, and the D^anish settlements in India, &c. The commit
tee reported that £^2^,200,000 was owing to the Company, and 
recom:^iended that £^1.^000,000 should be provided in the sup
plies of the year, to be voted to the Company. In the following 
year another. £^1,^1^00,000 was voted.

In 1808, the further sum of £^1,500,000 was voted to the 
Company on account of expenses incurred by them in the 
public sen^i^ce. -

In 1810, a loan of £^1,500,000 was advanced by Parliament 
to the Company, to be repaid on or before January 1812. In 
the month of February in that year an act was passed, autho
rizing all sums allowed by the Lords of the Treasury on 
account of expenses incurred by the Company . for the public 
to be carried to the credit of the Company in repayment of 
the loan of 1810.

In 1812, Parliament granted a loan of £^2,500,000 to the 
Company.

In 1821, the final adjustment of the account between the ■ 
public and the Company became matter of discussion between 
the First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and the Court of D^:^i^ectors of the East-India 
Company. In the month of July, Viscount Lowther, Sir

2 T 2 George
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George Clerk and S. R. Lushington, Esq. were appointed on 
the part of his Majesty’s Government to meet Jacob Bosanquet, 
Esq. and George Abercrombie Robinson, Esq., appointed on 
the part of the Company. The amount of dem'and, on (he 
part of the Company extended to ^^11,277,828 ' ; the' tredit 
claimed by Government to £^9,291,94^0 r leaving a balance-ojF 
£^1,985,888 in favour of the Company.

On the 4th May 1822, it was proposed on the part of ' his 
Majesty’s Government, that the public should pay to the Com
pany £1,300,000, which sum was to close the accounts between 
Government and the Company to the 30th April 1822; the 
said sum of £^13^(^0,000 to be applied in part discharge of the 
loan of 1812. This proposition was acceded to by ' the East- 
India Company, ' the right of Government to any stores or 
other public property rema:^:^:inig in the island of St. Helena 
being relinquished by Governme:nt: ■ tbe Company also retaining 
their right ' to any sums due from the Navy Board for • «tores 
supplied, or • on account of interest due thereon, .and' fthe 
amount of bills of exchange drawn or 'to be' drawn from India ij 
the Company’s favour on the Government officers for the curi'ent 
services of the public in India prior to the 30th • April , 1822,; 
and on the other hand, that the spices belonging to the crowii 
and in possession of the 'Company, together with the' proceeds 
of such as may have been sold or unaccounted for by the Com
pany, shall not be included in the arrangement. , , .

These terms were finally agreed to in the month of June 
1822. , . , .

The sum of £^£^57,322, in addition to the £^1,300,000, .being 
necessary to redeem the portion of the loan of • £^21,S^(^C^^000 
made by the public to the Company in 1812, and remaining 
unpaid, the same was • made good by the Company; and an acl 
was according.!/ passed, finally .discharging them ofn .all 'claims 
anywise relating to ' the loan of 1812, which was henceforth' to 
be charged on the Conso^^ic^£^i^<^.d Fund; also closing ' the account 
between the public and the Company to the 30 th 'April 1822!

■ ■ 'Laws.
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LAWS^. LAWS.

Pinal balance (1). And be it enacted, that the said - sum of one 
^nt>ttTblt^^^de three hundred thousand pounds shall be deemed
bythe Comi^s^iny. and considered to be the final balance of all accounts 
to the thirtieth day of -April now last past, between his Majesty, his 
heirs and ' successors, and the said United Company, save and except 
inirespect of the said loan under the said act of the fifty-second year 
of the reign of his said late Majesty, and as hereinafter is - mentioned ; 
aiid that the same shall be applied and considered - to be applied, as 
far as it will extend, in satisfaction of the said - loan, and shall be 
^dee^med to have’been received by the -said United Company on the 
tet^itotial - and political acec^i^t^t; and that it shall be lawful -for the 
said United -Company to pay or cause to be paid into the receipt - of 
his Majesty’s Exchequer at Westminster, on or - before the tenth day 
of October - now next ensuing, the further sum five hundred and 
eight thousand six hundred and seventeen pounds, making, together 
with the said sum - of one million 'three hundred thousand pounds and 
the said- sum of forty-eight thousand seven huneted and five pounds, 
.wliich has been paid by the said - Company to the Commissioners for 
the Reeuetion of the National Debt, the said sum of one million eight 
huneted and f^lfty-seven thousand three hundred and twenty-two 
pounds,’ in full satisfaction and discharge of the said loan; and the 
B^paaratei^<^<^ounft -of the redemption of the said loan; required- to be 
kept by the said recited act of the fifty-second year of the reign of 
his-late Majesty heteinbefote mentioned, shall, from and after -the 
fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, cease 
and determine.
East^India 

<?onapany, o» 
payment of the 
money, to be fi
nally discharged, 
of all claims.— 
■P^lilic prt^jaert^y 
in St. Helena to 
become the pro- 
oemd of C^om-

1822.
S Geo. 4, 

e. 93,
5 2-

53.(2) And be it further enacted, that from and after 
such payment by the said United Company into his 
Majesty’s Exchequer, as hereinbefore is mentioned. 
the said United Company shall be, and they are here
by acquitted, exonerated, and absolutely and for ever 
discharged of and from all further payments what
soever in respect of the interest, sinking fund, charges 
of management, or otherwise howsoever, under or by

■irti^is of the said act of ■ the fifty-second ' year of the reign of his said 
late Majesty, or in anywise relating to or by reason of the loan or 
advance of two- millions ■ five hundred thousand pounds therein and 
hereinbefijre mentioned ; and that the said United Company shall be, 
and they are hereby acquitted, exonerated, and absolutely and for 
ever discharged of and from all sums of money due and owing by 
them for and ' on account of his Majesty’s troops serving in India, 
.computed to the said thirtieth day of April one - thousand eight hun
dred and twenty-two, and from all claims and demands of h^s Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, in respect thereof, or on any account what- 

2 T 3 soever
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LAWS. '

1822.
3 Geo. 4, 

c. 93, 
§3.

§ 4.

§5

soever in relation to the matters aforesaid, up to the said thirtieth day 
of April one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, save and except 
as hereinafter is men^^<^i^^d; and that all accounts between the pay- 
masters-general of his Majesty's forces and the said Company shall 
be held to have been closed on the thirtieth day of April one thousand 
eight hundred and twen^y-t^o; and that his Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, shall be acquitted, released, and discharged of and from 
all claims and demands whatsoever of the said Company, in respect 
of any sums of money advanced ■ or paid by them for the service of 
his Majesty in the East-Indies, or in relation to the island of Saint 
Helena, or otherwise on any account whatsoever in relation to the 
matters aforesaid, to the said thirtieth day of April now last past, save 
and except as hereinafter is ment^i^i^iE^d ; and that all the stores and 
public property which may now remain in the island of Saint Helena 
shall be and become the property of the said United Company, -for 
their own use.

(3) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that ' His Majesty's 
nothing herein contained shall in anywise prejudice the r^p^cts*” noTto 
right of his Majesty, his heirs or successors, to any be affected, 
spices belonging to his Majesty, and now in the possession the said 
United Company, nor to the proceeds of any such spices as may have 
been sold by the said United Company on account of his Majesty and 
now unaccounted for, but his Majesty, his heirs and successors, shall 
have the same right ther^l^t^,' and the same remedies in respect 
thereof, as if this act had not been pa^^i^d; and in like manner, no-* 
thing herein C^i^1^ia:ned shall in anywise prejudice the right of the said 
United' 'Company to all such sum and sums of money as on the said 
thirtieth day of April now last past was or were due, and owing or 
payable, by the Commissioners ofhis Majesty’s Navy, for or on account 
of hemp brought home for and supplied to his Majesty, nor to in
terest on any such sum or sums of money, nor to- any bill or bills of 
exchange T^i^ia’wn or to be drawn in the East-^ndies, on any public 
ofl^ce or offijces of his Majesty’s government, in respect of current 
public services in India, prior to the said thirtieth day of April 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two ; but the said United 
Company and their successors shall have the same rights thereto, 
and remedies in respect thereof, as if this act had not been passed.

(4) And be it further enacted, that the several Sum paid to be
sums hereinbefore mentioned to have been and to he rftOTi^revenues 
applied in discharge of the balance rema^i^ii^n?. of the ,
said loan oftwo millions five hundred thousand pounds, shall be and be 
deemed and considered to be a charge upon the revenues the terri
torial acquisitions in the East-Indies, in like manner as the several sums 
of money which would have been payable, or to be paid, by the. said 
United Company, for interest and sinking fund and charges of manage
ment on the said loan advanced to the said Company, under and by 
virtue ' of the said act of the fi^ty-second year of the reign of his late

Majesty,
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Majesty, would have been chargeable upon such revenues, if this act 
had not beep pai^^^d; any law, usage, or statute ■ to the contrary 
theri^i^iF in any wise notwithstanding.

Interest, &c. 
to be charged on 
consolidated 
fund, and set 
apa^t at Exche
quer.

PAWS.

*1822.
3 Geo. 4, 

c. 93,
5 6.(5) And be it further enacted, that from and after 

the fifth da;y of July one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two, the interest or annuities payable in respect 
of the Sum of one million nine hundred and eighty-four 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-one pounds reduced

three pounds per centum annuities, and fhree hundred and eighty 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four pounds consolidated three 
pounds per centum annuities, remaining to be redeemed of the said 
respective sums of three millions reduced three pounds per centum 
annuities, and one million four hundred thousand pounds consolidated 
three pounds per centum annuities, created by the said loan of two 
millions five hundred thousand pounds, together with the charges of 
management payable in respect thereof, shall be charged, and the 
same are hereby made chargeable upon the consolidated fund of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelai^d; and so much money 
shall be set apart and issued at the receipt of the exchequer in 
England, from time to time, out of the said ■ consolidated fund of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to the cashier or 
cashiers of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy and pay the same. .

Commissioners (6) And be it further enacted, that the Commis- 
Bankthe^aimoiUnt sinners for the Eeduction ofthe National Debt, or their 
of the stock re-* secretary, shall certify to the Governor and Company 
deemed to July - - — - _ _ _
5, 18S2, on ac
count of^he loan 
of

theEq^^^n - 
S*a C^ompi^ny; 
and on produc- 

cate, the stock so 
redeemed shall 
be cancelled.

of the said certificate at the Bank of England, the said Governor 
and Company of the said Bank shall thereupon cause the amount of 
the reduced three pounds per centum annuities and the amount of the 
consolidated three pounds per centum annuities specified in such certi
ficate to be cancelled and wrote off the account of the said commis
sioners in the books of the said Governor and Company, and the 
interest or dividends which would have been payable thereon shall 
cease on and from the fifth day - of July one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two.

S?-

olf the Banlc of England the amount of the reduced 
three pounds per centum annuities, and the amount 
of consolidated three pounds per centum annuities, 
n^liii;h shall have been redeemed by the said com
missioners up to the fifth day of July one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, on account of the said 
man of two millions five hundred thousand pounds 
of the said United Comj^i^i^jr; and upon the receipt

2 T 4
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' SHIPPINGAND - NAVIGATION?

- Thebe, is no branch of the East-India Company’s affairs 
which has occasioned more discussion, and created a greater 
difli^^^nce of , opinion, than th^ settle^^i^n^'^^^. a system under 
which their shipping concerns should 'b(j conducted. •

• At’the ..union of the two Companies in 1709, the practice 
of freighting ships. appears to have existed. The .Owners and 
the .Company, unfettered by, any legislative, or other pro* 
vision, were left to adjust the points of freight, &c. amongst 
themselves; and as some of the Directors Wsire part^townhrs 
of , the vessels tendered to the Company,. the rate, to ..be given 
was . generally acquiesced in without much dispute. Shortly 
after the union something of a reform was introduced,. and', a 
by-law was ordained prohibiting Directors froim,being con
cerned in ships hired for the Company, which . ships were to 
be taken up and their respective voyages agreed to in a Court 
of Directors, by the ballot, and not otherwise. No tenders 
w^i^e.^o .be accepted but such as were made by. the commanders 
and two of the owners. Another by-law was also instituted 
to-.prevent the sale, 6f the command, or of any other, office or 
place in any ship engaged -by the Company. Th^ .system 
which grew up, and the enormous freights which . the' Com
pany were required to pay, have . been justly attribut^e^d:-. to - the 
following causes. , . ■' - -i
,. In every,, other considerable line of, commerce , the rate 
o^ freight found its own level, the freighters ..and the 
owners o^ ships being numerous, unconnected, .and, free. i, .In 
the, East-India trade there vas.but one freigh<^«;r’* .and in 
the, early stage . of that commerce, when the foundations of 
its practice, were laid, few ships were wanted.. Those circum
stance. together with the length and diff<^i^lty of the navi

gation,

    
 



SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 649
gation, naturally led to a- continuance of the commanders , 
who had once served with appr^i^i^tii^n; hence was soon 
estab]lished a principle of prefe^i^e^nee-—preference not of a set of 
comm^i^c^^rs only, but of -the ship's ' they -commanded, and in 
process of time of a par^i^i^^^li^r. set o^ o^ers, ^^th whom 
bottoms in ships became at length perpetuated, without 
any previous stipulation for -the rate of ■ freight at which they 
were to be employed. Thus an opulent, highly respectable, 
but, as regarded the East-India Company, -a very powerful 
body was created, under the denomination of the India ship
ping interest.

A by-law was established in July 11'7:3, by which ships were 
not to be engaged for a service of more than four voyages at a 
certain rate of freight, which was calculated on an estimate, or 
rough abstract, of the building and expense of fitting out a 
vessel with provisions and stores for a certain number of 
months. , •

In 1780 and 1781, differences of opinion arose between the 
owners" and the Court of Directors as to the rate of freight 
demi^i^ch^d; the former claiming a considerable increase in 
consequence of hostilities with the Dutch, ■ by which the fates 
of insurance, as well as expense of ouifii, were stated by ■ them . 
to have occasioned ■ an additional ■ charge of f K^. 14s. per ton. 
The Committee of Shipping intimated to the owners that the 
distress of the Company for tonnage was such, that the Court 
must be -forced to submit to any terms the owners should ■ think 
fit to insist upon, however disadvantageous to the Company, as 
there was no other channel through which the Company could 
get a supply of shipping. .

1 In August -1783, the Court ' came to a resolution, fixing the 
rate of freight (which they deemed to be fair and equitable 
towards the owners), at £32 per ton for a ship of 750 tons. 
The owners declined -to agree to a less- rate -than £36 -; upon 
which the Court resolved to advertise for, tenders, anij an adver- 
tisem'entwas issued acc^i^Ihi^n^gly: when 'twenty-eight ships were 
tendered. The report of the Company’s inspecti^g^-^olficer 
on the ' ships tendered was generally unfavourable, many of 
them being of a foreign build, others of 'a slight and weak 
structure, and some nearly worn-out. In the interim the old 

owners
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„ owners had tendered • their ships at £33 per ton. The amount i 
of tonnage required was 10,000 tons. That quai^tity, if taken 
from the old owner at £33 per ton, amounted to £330,000; the 
same quantity of the new ships to £^11,586. As the difference 
was only £^18,414 the Court determined, with reference to the 
strength and abilities of the regular ships, which had been 
built under the direction of the Company’s ofl^cers, and to the 
safety with which valuable cargoes might be laden on them, 
to reject the new tender, and to agree with the owners of the 
regular ships. At the same time it was resolved, that the Com
mittee of Shipping should prepare an estimate of the expense 
of building, outfit, and other charges of an East-India ship, fit 
for sea, to be laid before the Court the 1 st of May in each 
year.

In October 1784, • the number of ships abroad and at home 
in. the Company’s service was sixty-s^:x; the Court resolved that 
not less than seventy was necess^iry; leave was accordingly given 
for six ships to •be built forthwith. The conditions were, that the 
keel should be laid within six months after leave had been ob
tained to build the ships, which were to be ready to be launched 
within twelve months from the date of the keel being' laid. ,

In order to ascertain whether any mode could be adopted 
for altering the construction of the Company’s^ ships so as to 
make their freight to India and China cheaper, it was proposed 
that leave should be given for three ships being built of 1,000 
to 1,200 tons, always' to be stationed for China, but nothing 
was finally determined. •

In November 1785, it Wu> deemed expedient to have three 
sets of shipping, at about thirty ships each set; leave was 
accordingly given for building eight new shi^s. ,

■In December. 1785, a tender was made by Mr. Anthony 
Brough to build eighty ■ s^i^^si. for the Company’s service at a 
freight to China of £22 per ton; to Madras and China £23, 
and to all other parts, £24-for the first and second voyage, 
and ' for the third and fourth, £20, £21, and £22; by which he 
calculated a sa^^ng in freight would be effected of £^^f^(^j^^00 
per annum,

Mr. Brough having been furnished with every inlo^rma-' 
tion as 'to the size,s^nd dimensions of the vessels which the 

Company
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Company required, attended the Court'on ■ the 8th-. February 
1786, and having withdrawn, it was unanimously resolved, . 
that it appeared from the conversation with-Mr. Broug^h^j that - 
he could not furnish ships agreeably -to -the dimensions trans
mitted to him. '

The Court having advertised for ships in the month of 
January, the old owners addressed the Court itmder, a per
suasion that the advertisement was immediately Erected against 
their interests, repealing - the asse^^iio^^ which had gone forth 
as to the exorbitant freights which they had exacted, set
ting forth the claim which they had upon the Compaq;/- - for 
the engagement of their ships, and the immense property 
embarked in the shipping bu^lt expressly for the Company’s 
service. They were informed in reply, that the Court had ever 
been attentive to their interests, and trusted, upon -reflection, 
that the owners would send in their tenders, otherwise the 
Court wou^d feel themselves under the necessity -of proceeding 
upon such tenders as might be offered. i -

The owners accordingly tendered their ships at the same - rate 
as the preceding season, £^26 to China direct. Coast and China 
£^27, Bombay £>28, Coast and Bay £^29.

On the 16th March, the Court resolved to offer the- old 
owners to take up their ships -already built at- £23 per ton, in
cluding kintledge, and for those building or to be built £^22 
per ton.

Tenders- to build, as well as to let ships on freight to the- 
Company from various parties, were accepted by the Court, the , 
former at £^22'to China, £^23 to- Coast and Chi^nsj and £^24 -to 
other parts of India for the first and second voyages^ and at 
£2 per ton less for' the third and fourth voyagg^!^: the party 
to- have no claim to - build in case of loss, or after the ship 
should have performed her fourth voyage. ■ >.

Conferences were held with the old owners, but -they did not 
lead to ai^;y satisfactory termination.

On the 25th May, the House of Commons called for an ac
count of the -freights paid by the Company for the preceding two 
years. On the 30th May, Robert Preston, Esq., the chair
man of the Committee of Managing - Ownei^ss waited -on the 
Chairman and Deputy-^C^l^a^i^rman, and intimated the readiness

, . of

    
 



. aofi thenit^i^aa^ii^w^'rowners to accept^ <^jif;;624-p^eT; tcft^ -W C^hiiui, 
which^*w  ̂'tt^e-'lowest that coUld-be^^i^^.' ^ ' ; ' ar>i .rw

I On the- :same dly -tenders wefe made and accepted to huilfl 
^K:^l^!s- of sevemhundred a^d fifty -tons, 'at- £22 per -tonto -^im^ 
The Court of -Directors,- on the 31stj rejected 'the offer 'of -the 

owners to -let their -ships at- £^24"per ton! ;a- member 
of the Court dissented from such resolution, being of opinioiit 
■t^E^a'- the owners had an equitable claim tnnt^^i^<lil•''sn^iJ^S‘il^cfcld 
be- engaged at thatr^ate. On the Sth- of Junej -a 'letter Wns're’nd 
from a gentl^eman, who^i^<^= tender -to build'a ship - for the -Conr- 
pany of -a thousand tons, -at £;22 per ton fot -’th^’;first"'1^t4i 
voyages -and at £^2^0 for the third and fourth, had b^^'n ac
cepted by the ^urt,- representing tnnt the builders w^th whonl 
he nnd- contracted having - pledged - themselves joint]^y' ^rith - se* 
vernl-others -who had been in the habit of - bu^ldii^j/' East* 
Indiamen, not to build a -ship for - any person who - shoul^dt'e^I^g^ngr 
to let ships at a reduced freight, he should -Jb* l^nrt^^e^^'^n 
fulfil his contract. The Court immediately ordered -Tjle Opi
nion .of - counsel to be taken as. to - the measures proper to'hd 
adopted.- I 'I i‘.'j'j'tT-SiM

C^c^unsel wa^ of opinion that a combinntion between-tlltssnil^^s^’•I 
nusbnnds and the snip-builders was nignl^y-r^erenen^!Sbllti^dnllr 
might --turn out to be - criminal in- si^-ch-a degree ' 'ns tdr^ulljbjjr 
them to an informntioa ; and suggested tnnt evidence - S^(^iiifi^ 
be obtai^n^f^t^i to lay before the Court of King’s Beacn. - di lO

A requisition having -been sent -in from nine - ro^]rritorrsp 
. calling a Oeneral Court on the ' subject of the - Compn'ayV- 
shipping, the same wa^ held on the 22d Jun^: - when- -a motioii' 
was made, recommending to the Court of Directors to recoJ^-i’ 
sider their, resolutions, rejecting the offer by the mto^n;inr’ 
Owiers to accept £24'- per ton; on. which a bnllt>l;Wnas^ 
demanded by ten members of tlie Court of Di^^i^Gtbrri- 
The - ballot -took place -on the 28th June 1786u the .f^j^ii^l^e^^-bf 
votes for the question was 362, and 94 ^^ainst iti The COuuW 
of Direct^ors,.- in consequence of .sU-cn-• .determinat^cn’,'n•n^^^^t^® 
ont^he-.^Sth July to offer for ,freights to China- 'dlrect‘£^!^i^'W^* 
St Helena and Chinn, Bencoolen and Ch^n^I,; ''andliC^i^at^!' 
and .Chlnn. £25; Bombay; £^26; - Co^t an-d Bay^^- £^27 JlVvnirn 
freights - w.^J^'e ngreed.- to; - ,, 'j. "s;"

The
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rnTJie size of the ships hithei'to- built for the^'.Coihpa^nj^’s service 
was from 750 to SOOr tons. ■ 'In '1789 it was resOlve^'by 't^he 

' ithat leave ' be ^V^en'to build -f^ve-ships- ifrorati^.,O)O to 
JMri Nathaniel Smit^h^y the chsdirmih^i of th^ Court, 

dissented front that det^e^r^jnini^t^i^<^i^.f;on the ground, that secur^'ty 
'nd^f^l^ie^]^n.ess were- be^t;; attained by adhering- to- the old 
gcale.Ri 1.^ "t / ■ ' • • ! • ■ I. . '■ > » r oi
h( [jiti h^ already been remarked, that the by-law of 1773. 
.S^i^i<!t<3d the 'employment' of ships for more than four voyages. 
I^n, May 1790,- the Court resolved - th^^ from. past experience 
ships .would run three voyages without stripping ' off their 
she^^hi^j^jg; and ' if the practice should become general, , ships 
which make - the outfit of the fourth voyage the repairing 

' voyage, might with' great safety perform six voyages. The 
by-law . wa^ accordantly suspended, and agreements were en*- 
teredt i^nt^c^i with the . owners for their ships performing, 'six 
instead,^:f four voy^es. i ni
-iqA gentle^man w^ho - had tendered to build a ship for. th^ 

.consideri^  ̂, hi^i^HE aggrieved by the Court - mot 
having accepted his offer, moved, at a general court in March 
i79.],lvthat copies . of all proposes for building or letting ships 
feBt -hirei -to .the Company, fi-om 1 st January 1780, be laid 
before--the .Proprietors, which motion wa^ agreed to on: ' the 
3 l§t .^:E that .month. ;;

On the 21st.March 1792, further papers were ordered and 
qnvthe .-^th May-1792, the General Court met to consider - them, 
when it was moved, “ that it is the opinion of this Court that - by 
‘h- thoamode of- conducting the shipping concerns of the Com- 
‘ti-pany . hi^he^r.- prices than wajs necessary had been paid for 
‘i( freight.'’ A ballot was demanded, which took place on the 
I'5th' Mayy'wl^ien the .numbers were 353 for, and '561 againss^, 
the-.in.o.tioii* , , ' •
).O,n->^^^t^a^^.follo^ng] the General Court resolved that the 

con^O1tlrlc^ of the Company -could not be properly conducted, 
and. effectually^.' - protected under all - circumstances, without a• 
reg^^ai^- establishment of an ef^ciient fleet of -shipping under the- 
inspection of surveyors. ' -

^in, the: early -part of the year 1793, the negociation was 
opened for a renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges.

,'i Although
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■ Although the subject of the Company’s shipping concerns did 
not form a separate point for consideration, Mr. Dundas, in 
1793, addressed a letter to the Court of Di^rectors, in which 
he suggested that the freight respecting . the ships then in the 
employ of the Company should be settled once for ah on a 
fair and equitable footing^^ ■ The General Court • on the 13th 
April passed a resolution unanimously agreeing in opinion 
with. Mr. Dundas. ' , ) ' . . •

On the loth October 1793, the Court resolved that sixteen 
ships of from 700 to 800 tons, and one of 1,2C^0, we^^ neces- 

- sary for the annual imports from India of the regular com
merce, and that fifteen large ships of 1,2^00 tons were necessary 
for the ■ imports from Clrinti; that two sets and a quarter, dr 
thirty-six - of the large, and two and a. half* or forty of the 
smaller, should be the established number. . ..

On the 19th' March 1794, the General Courts adverting to 
their resolution of the 3d April 1793, resolved that -it . was 
essential to the interests of the Company and the country, that 
a certain number of ships should be . constantly in the service 
of the Company, upon which they might safely .dependjiand 
also that it was impossible to lay down with precision any per
manent and fixed rate* at which the ships could be freighted 
in future. i;- i li

On the 7 th November 1794, the two proprieto^^-f who moved 
and seconded the resolution of the General Court of the -3d 
April 1793, addressed a letter to the Court of Directors, 
adverting to that resolution, and stating that- they stood 
pledged to the proprietors and to the public never to abandon 
that great question until a system should be brought forward 

• and fairly decided upon agreeably to. the General Court’s reso
lution, and intimating ' that unless the Court were prepared to 
submit their opinion to the proprietors, that they should take 
their sense upon a measure so deeply affecting . the interests 
and funds of the Company. , • '

On the 8th November, Mr. Dundas addressed a letter to 
the 'Chairman, re^^l^ii^n^' npon - a dissent by a member of 

the
* Vide Shijy^ing Pr^oceedings^ p. 734.
f Thomas H^^nchman and Handle JO^ck^son, E^squ^ii^^.
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the Court, which appeared to imply that an influence existed > 
somewlhere which rendered the concession of the rate of freight 
settled for that season unavoidab^le 5 that it was impossible for 
him, in justice to the public, to shut his eyes to such a stat^e;- 
ment, and that- Parliament would naturally • look to him for an 
expl^^ixtion of so irregular a circumstance.

In reply the Chairman admitted, that if the Court under the 
' by-laws could have obtained ships • of an equal size,' and at a 

lower rate than those tendered, the terms of the tender ac
cepted would not have been ag^’eed to; at the same time, 
discl^^m^i^lg every idea of influence operating on the conduct of 
the majority of the Court on the occasion. ■

On the 18 th of November, two of the Di^rectors addressed 
letters to the Court, animad-^ierting upon the terms- of Mr. 
Dundas’s communication, which they considered an impro
per interference with the Directors, and disclaiming, in 
pointed terms, any impuitation on; the conduct of the ma
jority of -the Court on the occasion , in question. The Court 
on the same day resolved, with - reference to the resolution 
of the General Court of the 3d • April 11^93, that when a 
ship is worn- out by age, accident, or inability, an adver
tisement be published, describing the size of the ship wanted; 
requiring tenders to be offered, specifying the rate of freight to 
be pa^d in peace for six voya<^(^!5: the ship to be commanded 
by the captain of the ship whose I^ottom was worn out, pro
vided he intended to proceed to sea agaln^

1n December 1794 the Court 'resolved, that the ships of 
abou-t 1,400 tons were the most proper for the China trade, 
and that they should be tendered at 1,2^00 onl^;y; that the 
regular ships for bringing home -rich cargoes from Bengal and 
Madras should not exceed 820 tons, to be chartered at 799 
tons; and that ships of'from 480 to 520 were the most proper 
to bring home gruff goods.

On the 5th February 1795, the General Court resolved bythe 
ballot* that they disagreed with the resolution of the Court of 

' Directors of the, 18th November 1794,. andu^^^c^o^mmended them to
' digest

* 554 for the ques^^i^^, and 416 against it»
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. and ' fO^i^ward a plan -forx^c^i^l^inuiing ' td "the* ©6injjt%*
the'valnabld capital' then t^m]ployed' in its shipp:^;ng serVic^ and’ 
for presei^i^i^jg SO' >"fl^^ii^i^'t a 'flee^l' of ships at ' a 'regulated Scale'Tif 
freig^liti upon ■ 'a fair 'anS-eqhilable' fOotingl *vftHa’ 'view' 'to'l^h'd 
peace eslablishrnentl with regulations for ■ adjuk-'
ing any d^i^lferences of■ O^iinion which ■happfeh'>fd arise'
respecting extra • expenses occasioned by the contingencies of-TtU' 

*<L special General Court, at 'the'rt^c^^i^ii^itidn' of 'nine' pt^Optie- 
torsi was^' held 'oh 'the '25th March, at which ' it was 
that it was indispensably .^e^c^e^s^sary for the wll^are of -th'd 
Company' a plan should be immediately- senled forthO 
nagement of their shipping 'conceri^^j 'and therefore earnegilly: 
recommended' to the Court of Directors to ' bring ' forward't^’ 
plan which they might deem most conducive to the inreir^stt '#’ 
the Company. ■' - ■

' On the fSth April, Edward Baber, Esq. transmined' to''thd' 
Court various Tesolutions adopted at a meeting of Pi^oj)l'flO^1rl* 
of Eaist-India stock, held at the Free-Masons’’ Tavern oh Thurs- • 
day the IGth of April, expressing their ' dele^rmlnaliori to' shpt 
port the 'Court of Direct^ors in every econo'mi<^i^ll'reg^lsiiK^i^* 
regarding the shipping affairs of - the Co^^^^^* ■'■-nnd ‘lhal' 
the ■meeling would steadily persevere in theii^■‘ehdf^£^Vo'uit ■ld-' 
establish such a system for 'furnishing 'the “Easl-I^ridln "Gdlrtl^t 
pany with shipping, as should be just and equilah]^<^'lo’die’ 
owners, liberal • and encouraging to t^^^e‘maar^li^hiee’ofBcrSj /air 
and reasonable towards the pub^lic, and mos^l^- •beneifii^i^^1l'lo'’^l^,^’ 
C^m^a^^, whether politically or commercially C)iliS^de^i^«^el.'>-’

On the 5lh February 1796, the Court ' of Di^reddrs 'Agreed' 
upon a report to the 'General Court, in corisequef^t^ie''of •lheir■* 
resolution of the 25lh March 1795. By thatr^(^j^(iil it-tp^p^eared,’ 
that for the current season the Court of DireclOrs• hM'''C^etleeI' 
a’reduction in freight 'equal to £^183,316; ' th^tl‘lhey'’had,■' 
likewise, fixed a permanent peace frelghtj•and 'engaged

' ing to such fate all 'the existing regular ships for Ifhp I'ematrling' 
term of 'their duration t thus effecting the' two ' main bhjects '’of 
continuing'the existing 'ships, and preserving'ah effi'cieh'if fleei 
of ships at a regulaled ' scale 'of freighl, and ' upon h fair and _ 
equitable footing. Propositions w^e^i^O ' submitted for’ remune- 
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rating the commanders for Uie abolition of ■hereditary !>■ •ttomS-X^ 
_ in ships. From a calculation submitted by die Court, tth% 

amount of remuneration, at £^4,000 to ,€^ach commandev,-from"i 
1795 to 1808, when the whole' of ' the. old ' ships wouM bo^ worn'.' 
out, was £348,000. Deducting that sum from ' the S^’^i^iig to .be; 
effected in the rate of freight,' which was calculated at j
a total saving was gained ■ to the Company of £^435,552.. ■ > .it 

The- R^j^orts -were laid before tlie General Court ■ on J^he 
17th 'Febri^i^ir^jiwhen it was .moved to agree .with the Courto)> 
Directors in the sentiments expressed by them in the ■ reports.? 
tlien read upon which an amendment was moved to post^p^et^<^> 
a decision, on the ground that all the necessary papers to.; 
enable the Proprietors to decide on the subject were not befores 
the Cour^. . - . ;

The orijginal question was lost on a divisii^n; and the ame^ntl-^.? 
ment being carried, and becoming the' main question, a 'ballot 
was demanded, w^ch was accordingly fixed for the 24th.

The C^urt of Directors issued, on the ^^th Fe^bri^u^srrj^O a- 
printed declaration, signed by nineteen me^ibers, calling upod, 
tlie Proprietors to support the Executive Body by . vptjng; 
against tlie question, in order that there might be no furt^lier-j 
delay in coming to a decided opinion, whether the system!?- 
brought forward in the reports from the Court should or should.j 
not. be carried into immediate execution. ■ . ?

The ba^^'lot look place on 'the 24tli'Februai^^,^; when the votesf. 
for the question were 366, and against it 762. . , .

On the 26th February, a dissent to the proceei^i^i^j^i;.i^:f the, • 
Court .of D^i^re^^tors was delivered in by two Di^rectors, which 
dissent, was read to .the General Court on the 2d Mari^l!; and a - 
motion made to agree with the Court of Di^rectors in the senti^^ 
ments expressed by them in their first report respecting th^^. 
shipping concerns of the Compi^i^ny; on which an amend^ent^. . 
was ‘moved, “ that . it would not be consistent with sound policy 
“ to adopt a system entirely new, and which might ultimately ' 
“ affect the security of our foreign possessions and commerce.”- 
The original motion was lost on a divis‘i<^n;. and the amende- , 
ment having been carried and become 'the main .question, a. 
ballot thereon was demanded by. eleven members of the Co^m^t^-, 
of Di^r^ecto^rs. It was fixed for the 8th. .

2 V On
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. On the '^;Lh, <het , Gpur^' of Dir-eclors published .a declaration, 
and circulatedit .tp the. Proprietors, stating .that the question 
to be dec^d^c^cf by ballot on the 8th was an amended one, 
brought forward on behal-f of. the owners of shipping, and that 
it directly tended to preserve the old system, and entirely to 
4o . away the reports of the , Courit. of Directors. upon .th£^^; fni'; 
portant business, the amend^^^nt being brought forward and 
supported in the General Court by persons ira^^f^iat^t^l’^., in
terested in the question, and they therefore ca^i^i^', on 
Proprietors to vpte ag^air^s^t^lthe question. , , „n

It . was decided on the 8th, when the question was negatived 
by 718 votes to 343. . . - , . • '

On the 10th March, the General Court passed a resolution, 
agreeing .with the Court of Directors in their report;■ on, the 
proposed new system. , ?, >

, Thanks were at the same time voted to .the Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, and Court of Directors, for the zeal,..ability, ,^^(1 
ind^^stry manifested by them, in forming and bring;iig).pnward 
the important plan for the mal^<^l^(^l^K^I^t., pf. ,the, Dopupany'j 
shipping . concerns; and to . J. Fiptt, Thos, He^^c^h^mam and 
Randle Jackson, Esqrs., ■ for their active ■eal and jsncnnlol^^ 
perseverance in promoting the .plan which tenc^<dl,;0^^:i^dvaoci 
the true interests of the Company.. , , u'

, Thus ter^nated one of the most protracted ’tand, eomf^0^^ 
cated questions connected with the. affiurs \of the Enst-Indig 
Company, which has .been agitated by the Ge^ns^ral.Cpuft*.-.r ( i

All parties concurred in .the importance of secormg ttp ,the 
Company an efficient fleets always at command,. jhei-yessels 
being constructed uppn the best principles.,.. inspectfid ■.do^og 
building by the Company's surveyors, found i in fhe'om^f^St 

, ample manner, and commanded by, officers, of afkPf^V'lid.d^ 
character, talent^ and experii^^c^e;; the difference •lOf,iOoini^fi 
was a^ to the mode . by which such essential .endstW^redpbe 
attained. After an unexampled struggle . between ■,ppwotfuf(an^ 
conflicting interests, the resolution of the . General iCQPrt 'Pf 
the 10th March 1796. decided the question in fav^^i^ij^:f .sopen 
comp<^(^iiti;on; . and subsequent experience has fully the
course then adopted. Various by-laws were framed and passed 
to regulate the shipping affairs of the Company -.under ,th& new 

; system;
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; the sale of commands was ■ ptohihii^i^d; '^^e sititatio'n 
of the commanders whose interests were affected by the change 
was fully considered hy a special' comm^'ttee of the Court Of 
Directors, and remuneration awarded. Amongst the 'various 
questions of detail decided upon, was one which occasioned 
consideralhle disc^uj^iik^r^, viz, the principle upon which the' w'ar 
extraordiriilries were to he Oalcu^i^t^t^d; or, in other words, aii 
allowance besides ' the freight established for peace, equal to‘ the 
eXtraori^iinaries of war.

On the 28th June 1799, a hill was brought into the House of 
Commons hy' Mr. Dundas, for regulating the manner in which ' 
tlie Company should in future take up ships for their regular 
service. The act 39 Geo. Ill, cap. 89, received the royal assent 
on the 12th July: hy that act the Court were restricted froth 
emp^lo^'ing in their service any ships hut those contracted for 
sit' 'voyages to and 'from India or China. When the Com
pany ' had occasion to htdld ships, the Court of Directors were 
required to give puhlic notice hy advertisement, fixing a ' time 
(at I^ifct four weeks from the puhlication) for receiving ten
ders for Building and fr^iight^ti^jg; the proposals were to specify 
the lowest fate 'Of freight, or, if the Court should require 'it, 
of freight and de^^irage, in time of peace for such ships, which 
were liahle to he employed in trade or war:fai^<^; and the lowest 
proposal, of peace freig^li, or peace freight and demorage; were 
to' he &(^f^]pted. Agreements for additional allowance 'in tinie' 

j^i' wair'either for the whole termor from voyage to voyage, 
W;i-e to he made hetween' the Company and the OwTrn^irs. At 
the^^sanef-tim^-the Court were authorized, if the' should see 
fitp to 'ehter into agreements for ships to he huilt for the S'ei’- 
Voe'c^f ' t^h'e Company for six voyages, at permanent rates of 
freijhf awd- demorage for time' of peace, and also at estahlished 
additi^e^r^£il 'rates of freight and demorage' during the then es^^i'st- 

^n'■that'(^i^,e the Court were at' liherty tO accept those 
^{^J^hsals which 'upon the whole might he lowest, and most for 

. theJ advantage of the ' Coml^^u^r/, without favour or partiality. 
TheCout^C 'were not ohliged 'to accejit any of the proposals 
should they deem them unreasonahle. If a regular ship was 
lost or captured hefore the completion of her fifth voyage, 
the Court were authorized to permit another to he huilt, 

, ■ 2 u 2 provided
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Directors, :at a -^(^i^irt-specially 'Sn^i^oned, 
■lid'Mrie'e-pdrts I'n four ■ of' the Prof^i'ier^i^^rC- agreed by ballqt ' in ■, 
acquitting all partieS' from blame as to the loss or eapti^i-e of 

lost' sb^p.-' . In; case of exigency, the Court and the autho
rities 'abroad were ' authorized to hire shipping for any particu
lar 'service,- fourteen ' days" public notice being given by'advept 
tisement of the tonnage wanted and the service required.' ' "

As the ' foregoing act made no provision for building in the 
event of the loss of a ship before the. completion -of her fifth 
voyage where all on board might unfortunately perish, ah'act 

-passed in June 1803, empowering the Court of Directors, 
provided the '.^n^^i^s^sibility - of inquiry into the - loss of a ship 
from all' on board having perished, should be ^rst' decided Upon 
by eighteen Directors at the least, at a ' court specially 
nionedj and by three-parts in four of' the Proprietors, hy’haliot, 
to agree with the -owners to rebuild. It having been - found 'tlldt 
ships ' might' be repaired and fitted to perform more' tliali' siX 
voyages with advantage to the Compai^nc, and at the-Siune iitte 
be the means of lessening the consumption of ' shi^pctiHi^(^r,'the 
Court were authorized to engaa^ie'i^hi^ps', for two’’radditiohdl 
voyages, makiing in- the whole ' eight to be perforiried by' "ird 
shij)..*' • ' ■ .11 li D' ('I /i'-
, In- August of the -same year,-^ - an act' was passed' tb' at^tth3i'iiC 
t^e Company to-make additional allo^^a^nt^e^s^- to ''thhOWBii^■r'of 
certain ships on account - of the extraordinary eyiiehse littCni-c 
ihg ' their outfit during the period intervening beiweeft blie 
conclusion of the war and the delivery of - his Majesty^ message' 
to Parliament, on the 8th March 1803, acquainting the House 
of Com^^ns, “ that as very considerable milit^ary pifepai'atioks 

wei^e carrying on in the ports of France and- Holhaiidj-, 11^ 
“ had judged it - expedient to adopt additional -^rUiesiStre.e^'t^f 
“- precaution for the security of his dominions.” - - *1-? b i-

In 1806, the provisions of the act of the'-S^tlwerie^ ,

tinned until 1813.
In 1810, an act:f was passed, authoriizing the - Compj^^y 'to'fefi-^ 

gage ships beyond eight voyages, if on repair they -br 'fOunf
. , : bl I '('fit

, . , , ......... .. J - u(
* '-43 Geo. 3, cop. 63^ ' f 48 Geo. 3, cap. 137.

■ ■ ■ Gebi 3, cHi^.-36^
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JStifof service; also, • to take ■ ups' by ■ \pHy^^e ships
in carrying'-convicts’' or stores tcf il^e^w-South Wales, 

to br^ng - home cargoes from China or India; " /'
In 'the Company and their Governments abn^i^d were 

authori,:zed,, in cases of unforeseen and pressing exig^e^n^c^j^^ to 
hire by private cofitract, withdut advertising^,, any ships --what
soever: for .any particular purpose - for - one voyi^j^<^; the rea.- 
sons; -for-taking - up the.- same- to be -stated on, the minutes of 
,thc: Court - of Di^rec^to^rs, - and - reported to the next General 
Court. ,..........

In 1816, the owners of thirty-four ships, which had- been 
engaged by - the Company under the provisions of’ thd act of 
.1799, for six voyages on a settled peace freight, represented to 
the. Court of Di^rectors the -inadequacy of the freight so-settled 
to enable them to meet the- increased charge of outfit and re*- 
pairs. -'' The subject having been considered by the Court, was 
brought before the General Court -in March 1816, when -the 
mode -,suggested by. the. Court for - the relie:f of the- owners 
similar in- its nature to that adopted in 1803, - already- adverted 
to,, -Was agreed to ,by the General Court,' though not wkhout 
considerable opposition. As a legislative provision was - ne^ces* 
sary to authorize tlie measure, a petition from the Company 
was-presented to the House of Commons on the 14th 
setting fort^h^; the grounds on which they prayed leave to - bring 
ittia bill for that purpose. Those- grounds were, that the cost 
and ’ of the ships, since the treaty of Paris of- the 20th
^ipi^iember ■--1815, had been - much - greater than could have b^eh 
ejtpetjed, h'i* tjmg of, peace^s insomuch that the ownei^-s dema^r^d-; 
ed, tOi -bpi ac^q^i^ii^tLed from the obligation - of their contracts, or to 
bf. gfa^nsedi ani allowance of freight higher than contraicted -for' ? 
tbatvaince^- -jlue,.peace;,; tenders to build had been accepted at 
a freijght of £26, f^;s..,j8d.,w-hereas the ships alluded to- werie en*-* 
tided at tlie highest rate to- £^20. per- ton only;- ’and also, •
in consideration that it would be a greater inconvenience to the 
Company^, tp forego the use of the ships, than could be compen
sated hy any pecuniary -forfeiture or - damage which the Com
pany could recover.

On the 21st February the subject was referred to a commit
tee of the House of Commons, - together with ’ a petition from 

2 u 3 soma
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SQi^m2 JProp^rJ^tJjtors, of jE^t;-In|li^ stoc^K yvlhich ■ had, becY pre- 
sent^^^t} t9 the ,Ho^U?e ■aga'm^t the propose^ measure, , , 
,, On, thp 22d the report from the committee was Y^id
before the House, The ■ repo^r^l, , stated that , contracts fo,r buiJ^d’
faig, sinc^e^. the ■ peace had 'exceeded £^26 per tpn, ■and that the 
medium rate of peace freight at which ,the , ships, e,nume^rated 
in the . petition were engaged was, Yh®, including Jc.im;l(^dceY 
baing about £8 below , the e,xisi^ii^<^^. rati, Out of .ibOithirtyi 
four ships, six had been, made pn , contracts,,that if the , prices 
in peace or war should exceed the scale specified in the Com
pany’s terms on which the t^enders, w<^ire made, the owners 
should ■ receive the excess; and on the other hand, if the price 
of outfit should fall below that scale, then the owners, were to 
account , to the Com^i^i^jy: , four other ships did not come imme
diately within the committee’s report.... The committee were 
decidedly of opinion, with reference to the twiii^tt^-^JFour remain
ing ships, that it was expedient that the principle of open, com
petition and fixed tender for six, voyages, long sanct^if^ned, hjj 
the Leg^islature, should be maintained unimpa^^i^r^cl; , and, therei 
fore that it was not desirable to resort, even though| -at, diii^ 
tant period?, to.m^i^js^ures producing a temporary relaxation 
of those principles. On the other hand, the coipniittee 'ad
mitted that the long duration of war, and , the ext^raordinary 
price of articles of equipment continuing after the conclusion 
of peace, constituted a state of things under which theri might 
be ■ great hardship in compelling the owners , of .the twenty-four 
ships to a, literal execution of their - cont^i’a^cts*, After .si^rne 
further observations as to the expediency of maint^i^nii^tg equi 
tracts, and the difficulty of suggesting a course free-from, objec
tion, they submitted that the owners , should, beipermittw^^to 
pay, the penalty of £^S^,000 attached ,to, the nop^-^j)er,pimance o^^, 
the contract,, and to receive some improved , rate of freigh^^t 
the remainder of their voyages, sqch inerease ,to ,be , in nOjCi^sq. 
greater than £>8 per ton, .The, committee, however, tfid,noV 
venture to recommend even that, qualified ■departure frpmi, i|hq, 
established principle of.^xed peace freight, without suggesdtg, 
the expediency of, consolidating the shipping, laws relating to, 
the East-India Com^l^l^t-; and likewise, that, the proceedings 
of the Court of E^j^r^e^ct^ors, under the measure in qnestion,

, should
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slioUlcf be rej>brtea from time to time td ’^’An act* ,
was passed accordingily,! on the 11th Jdl;y l'8lV; Silid'ori’ the 
^ist May 1818, a copy of the proceed^^ir^g^^^ of the Court *of 
Directors waiS laid before the House of Commons'.' ’

' In the 'following year' an act was introduced td amend 'and 
reduce into 'one act the several laws relating to' the 'ihar^iie* in 
which the East-India Company are required to' hire shijssO 
ThO provisions ' of the act are given at ' length' immediately 
followiing' the introduction under this' he^t^d-. ' ■ >

India-bw^^t Shipping.
The 'introduction of ships built in India 'formed matter of 

discussion shortly after a renewal . of the Company’s exclusive 
privileges in 1793. The act of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 5O, 
required the Company to furnish at least 3,000 tons of ship
ping for private-trade. In August 1794, Messrs. Prinsep and' 
Saiihdersj agents for several persons in India, addressed' a 
memorial ' to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
rhdia, representing the great advantages' that might be expected 
to f^esult to the commercial interests of the country, were the 
governments ' abroad empowered at any time to take up such 
India-built ships as might be necessary to complete the annual 
export lo ' Gr^e^at Britain of all the merchandize tendered in the
season. , .

* 'O?he Eleventh 'Report of tfie Committee ’ of the House of Cdm- 
niohsj '-^j^j^ointed to irquire into the state and condition of the 
Wo^ds and forests and land revenues of the crown, on the 
i^ltliiMay 1794, contained, amongst others, the following re- 
marlis' 'as to India shi^-^i^i^jg:—
’’ “ Te^nders' have already been made to the Supreme Govern- 

‘OOnt^i^’t 'of 'India-built ships. The acceptance of any similar 
“*ielIrde'rs' on a future occasion for the spare freight which 
“'may' 'Be laying ready for Europe, would afford a fair experi- ' 
“''ineht,' labsorB ' great quantities of merchandize which would 
“'otherwise" be forced into ' the European ' markets oh fOreigh

BottoniA lastly, pave th e way for removin^g 'the great
‘O'impending' evil of a scarcity 'of oak' timber for his Majesty’s 

' “ service,
• 5’7 Geo. 3, cap. 120.
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V service^j ' by 'divep^i^i^ig tb^ Company’s- demand- for ■ tibibfe
foists ■ owh' inex^h^a^tistible fm’^lt}' in Asia.”

‘u.'J^iie ■ 'Court Serit ■ instiimctions in 1795' to- tbeir -CO^^erii-
riiOTts,y* ■authorizing' them to take- up such 'proper ships a* they 
s^^^uld procure - t'd bring -home goods from ■withi^i^the'Ctoma^an^s 
nimitsi ■ An act -was j^ia^s^ied in - -June '- of - that -'yeOij authbrizihg 
"^i^i^ii^^jg' the -then - war,- and- for ' eight^e^e^ri' -x^c^nthgi^i^att^i^/cit^- 'O1i- 
c'^usiii^ni sliips 'from India, - though not Brit^ish^b^uiU;'{^i*i^(^jiStet^ed, 
if-built within- tlie territories of -the Companj’-<’h>’-er^{"(^r^^thi^& 
-goods- - and to e^^j^ort goods to India -1^^ sllbseqtienl’acte'"^his 
provision has been extended. ,' ' ’ ' — ' i

■*’!' In- -^^23, an act-f was passed' for registering* -vessells^ biiilt in
India : -that act was repealed by the - Generi^l' Registry -'Act 'of 

'!l825,'6 Geo. IVj cap. 110, which contains prc^vii.soJhs’for - registry 
liin India - by- servants - of the -Company. -* By -t:he!4tli'iGeb.-IV, 

x'cbp.- 8b, lascars and natives of India are not to be - deemed -or 
'taken'-to-be British sailors, seamei^,'or- toarinei^s,*'within(''the 
'^uea'ning ' of the 34th Ged. Ill, ' cap.- .68: they ' mayj nevl^l-- 

o'theless, be employed in the -navigation -of .'■any-ves!^l^il' provided 
''Such vessel - duly’registered has font Brit^-^t^lis^e^.ameh^ia^s/pai^t'bf 
’het crew for -every one hundred tons,-and sodh^''propOrtioriffor 
-hny- part of a hundred tons; - - casesj h0Wl^iesr^ig,Wltere'lin

> India a sufl^ci^nt number of British seamen cann^b^ ‘beOhtained, 
•"■‘governors may license the ship to sail'wil^l^va leg^p^1^ep^e^rt^;^hn. 
‘''Various provisions are likewise made for -the registeri'^sgilMcars 

f when 'shipped, for their conviction in this country-asivagrants, 
their' -return to India, and rendering the .ownei^s-diublo'for

' expenses. . ^^HonOoill
'■ At -the time of the great scarcity in 1795,! ■'twienty^g^i^<;ii 

country-built ships were despatched from Indiaj/in -p^iisqi®nce 
■ of orders from -the Court of Directors, with - ricel for<ch«suj»p- 

tion in Great Britain. • / ' ,i •I-fi -jtq'/'i
! - The class, of ships, and the system under- - which -theyib'ave 
.- been - maintained for the -service of the East-India- Cbmpany, 
. has presented - a resource in times--of emergend;^’ whiclu -has' 

proved of most - essential importance to the- national '-welfare. 
In - the early part of 1795,. Mr. D^undas addressed; adlt^tteri to

’ ' '..-r.c .tithe
"I'l:* 35 Geo. S, caj^ 115.
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affairs, a great and JmmedJate addJtJo^fi' 'tft . the/naval^strength df 
.the).kimgdoJn; was .of 'infinite, importa^i^ie; that such Jconside-

Ii^is. M^ajefsty’s, servants to turn. thtjii! at£entio^n.:t»i • the ‘ 
dar^<^frI^fi^s^,J^ii^;'the service of 'the East-India Companj^,^: indiiCi 
ifrQ.ni'.ttwBjr si?^ /and . ..^(^instri^iction could, he .speedily/C^c^r^v^e^rted 
-rntP vefy'Uii^fi^^l'sb.tps , of .war; ' al^ ,.enclosing the copy of -a rh- 
tS)^ntWLMi:^f^.Cllaejhri^-^^cWlers. (to. -whom Mr..Dundas. had. ad- 
n^^iie^i^.a letter))'stating that they could not treat with Coverr^^ 
eJ^^^ntj'.but - through .the Court of ^^rectors, the shi^s .actu
ally belonged to the Company. . . . ■, . ,

!i( .The Court of.Directors immediately resolved to exonerate 
. -difii Cw•n^^^!i. from their . engagements, a;, the. same , time giving 

leave, (for, othe!", ships of the, same dimensions / to, be built . on 
,'the.bottoms of -those taken by. Covernment, thus, keeping .up 
itlieissiz^jiand cl^a^s^. of . such ships. , Six of the large ships ,^^hen 
/)4fllQi^t!i^ere surveyed and.accepted. Sir Andrew S. ■ Hammond, 
"AhC).C<^mp^irclle;i‘J of -the -Navy,; intimated to the .Court,, .that, .yas 
liBid alteration was .in^tended in .the . masts and yards of those ships, 
ifilSee^^^W^ou^lefibtJ. sodn I^t^i^idy .for- the .service of the state.. Eight 
Tt^d^bef3slWpsifj■^^^^^ic^h .-were. t^hen building for the Company, were 
/!S.JlecafeiigP^€^d:CvveJ,‘ to- Covetnment, ma^^ing an addition . to',th^ 
,FnnnJal.^fe^r.efe!^^Cflth<i co^intry.of fourteen large ships. ,To render 
.nt^ieisann^fefifective with ' the least burthen to the state, .the Cene- 
? iridjCQiirtj 'on .tine 13th JMarch, unanimously resolved to authorize 
,?.3l:^cll;^m^)«^\ve^^’ltl^<^ Court of D'lrectors to raise three thousand hien 
^(3b)E!the.l!^^'^ice. of his Majesty’s navy, at the cost and charge . of 

the Company. The expenditure on that account was £^5^7.^000. 
Hj^A^aa^pifii^lthe nionth of July in the same . year, Mr. Dundas 
ooceppesepted. to . the . Court of Dir^ectors that a ' very considerable 
..(ji^sjflai^^i^yK^^Jf tonnage would be wanted by Covernment early in

September, for a special service, to the execution of .which the 
9/H^Ac^iamem,'^^’re peculiarly well adapted, and that it . would 
,j rtlt<p^efai'e be, of the utmost conseQuence to his Majesty’s service 
puitoikridw wbethei’, the Company’s ships .could be. made available 
'.viibi carfy - tro^>ps..l^rom Creat Britain, Ireland, and from ■ . Ci- 
oj braltar,, th ' the ■W£^^1^-^l^^i^ies. :3Ee 'Court made arrangements 
diithe same day, whereby fourteen ships were made applicable to 

the service . jn Question. ' .
In
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In September 1803, the East-India Company unanimously 
resolved, in order to contribute ’ towards the aid of the state, 
to authorize the G^t^t^t'^bf Di^rectors ' to engage for six months, 
and ;^o' charter . for the use of Govet'nme^n^1:,■ 10,000 pf 
shipping: the ' pxpense incurred by the’- Co^thJianJ^‘ on. that' 
account was £^(^7,000.
' The expediency of maintaining. ves^^s pf th^'iSW'ii,, ahij. 
found in the manner of those employed by the iEast^ifndia. 
Company, has been " supported on the " gtoiittds' thal^ii'ii^^ 
essential that the Comp^l^;V should at all tim'^s' IiaVe a Seet . 
6f - ships at their command, that . on their . outward voyage; 
they 'are employed in the ttanspo:tt■ of troops and stores to 
a very large extent, and are peculiarly fitted to bring home, 
at" the least expense, the - valuable return cargoes . ftom' 
China. When it is considered that the Co'mpa^v’S sliips 
partake of a political as well as a commercial chalta(^ttet ,thati 
ph sudden emergencies, both in India and Europe, they, liave* 
been found of the most important aid in promoting' the "well* 
fare" .of the state; that in time -ofwar, "although- 
ti’essed - by'the impress of men by his -Majesty’s ".favy "in'ln (lia^ 
(repeated - representations having proved i^<^^eCt;eqbepj'll<.eee^Ht 
that - practice), and that at periods when the- ■,i^^^l^^^l-/orcel[olfl 
the -country could ill afford convoy for'such-valuableffiejts!' 
Indiamen sailing in company, and Com'ifiandt^c^- bVeoM^^e^e 
known - character and qualifications, have -defeated - tile jt(eptpie i 
of the enemy to surprise and capture them (in}0Cf5!-C0efftOfti 
K^l^l<e. instance* beating of^'a firtt-tate Fren^c^l^; shipri^^is'^ght^^ i 
guns under Admiral Linois, - accompanied- by' - two heaW^'frrtt^"' 
gates, a corvette, and- a brig) it may be pruderit "bei|Ore
the annihilation of a system is resolved upon, -whiehi tOquglfp 
possibly involving some additional -expense, coinbi^neSi adw-iii 
tages which would in vain be looked for under any other'imodej 
that might be devised for conducting the GoiCpany's'-tnatitiinte'' 
affait&

In 18^4, the Company's -China ^ect tinder Sir K. 'Danae; ; near‘.Malacca,
. . . , I r...
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I . Acts repealed and L^aws consolidated...
5(}%co’' ' is expedient that the Jaws 'relative to

q,,’c, 86, wd «<>; the manner of liiring ships for the said. United Com-• 58 
much of SI Geo. pany’s service should be amended and reduced .jntp . 
M'thedhiri'n^ A”d wliercas the fluctuation of prices .
stniis, repealed. ■ nav'al ^^ories, ' ahd of other articles incident .t’ the 
equipmient ' bf ships' in times immediately following the termination of 
war,, has been spch as to render the calculations upon which the conj 
tracts for peace freight ,have from, 'time to .time been -made, greatly- 
erroneous and insuificient, and the performai^ce of such contracted has . 
in consequence the^^o^ been found so' injurious to the contracting 
parties, that the Court of Di^^<^t^<^rs of the said United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies have. in two 
instances, viddicef, after the termination of war in one thousand eight 
hundred -and two, anti . after the termination of war in one thiousa^d- 
eight hundred - and fifteen, presented petitions to the House of Com.- 
moris, praying that I’arliamtint would authorize and empower the said 
Company to make allowances to the owners of several ships hired by 
them- und^r the provisions of the said acts, over and above the prices- 
to whiich f’e said .owners were- entitled - by their contracts, and Parlia--' 
ment . Jas - in .the smd instances complied with the prayer of the said, 
peti^i^ii^i^!^'; and whereas it is highly inexpedient that the revision .and 
alteira^'tiori ' of contract's by authority of Parliament, on whatever pleq 
oil 'jpre^isXt, I should grow into : be it therefore enacted by
the 'Swing’s . mp^^-^ttcellent .Majesty, by and with the advice and ' con
sent ’.f .tl,i^, Eoi'ds; .spiritual . and temporal, and Commons, in this pre
sent Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that ' 
the Wih^’e'*^^. the said acts made and passed in the thirty-ninth and 
fiftibth years 'Off the reign of his said present Majesty, and so much of 
the dtui^' act made and passed in the titty-tarst year of the reign of his ' 
saifl’i pid)senti . Majesty, as relates to the hiring of ships by the said - 
United .'pompan;^,, shall be and. the same are hereby repealed : pro
vided always, that the repeal . of the said acts shall in no wise be con-. ■ 
staui^d' 'to affect any contract or agreement made or entered into,. 
unflet-'O^ in pursuance of any of the said acts, but all such contracts 
or &gr^<;m^nts shall be carried into execution in the same manner as ' 
if,jt0fOj i^ettpad . no.t been made and passed. • .

Regulations for hiring Ships built for the Company.

(2) And . ^^-.i^it-furtlier.enacted, that from and -after t^ patsing of 
this act, the said United Company or their Court of Directors shall 
not hire or take up on freight, ' for the service. of the, said Company, 
any ship or. ships other than such as shall be contracted for or ' hired 
in ma.nner hertinatter mentioned- , that is to say, tha^ from. time to 

- time.

LAWS.

isig.
C.83,

1 1.

12.
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§2,

§ 3>

Jitnfi!,^,;w.he;ijeyes^j ths AiiA Unitet^.i^i^i^f^suny. shall Kass occasion < th loJe 
tract tbf th^r hirtiSE -^y ship or ships to 'heihuilt. for their sBrvice,!!the 
Slourt of DirectorS^,.of the, -said, .United| .Gompany, shall give'notice 
thereolf by .public advertisement, - and therein . state the burtliett of .the 
ship .or -ships . wanted,- the - dimonsions or scantlings -O’ timbersland 
planks, number -of guns, manner of b.uildiing,,,p^i^cviding^^i furnishiing 
and ' storing - such ships, the time to be allowed for [building- (which 
shall.be as long as reasonably - may be), and Olher particulars - i«c-eS4 
sary to onablo persons to judge of -'the ’exp^t^n!^elliOrseoflaadi^lreha 
proper rate of freight for such ships- respecelvely,' . oi? shah ' 'refsr t^d 
printed terms and conditions to be delivered-by their-propeir lofi^cer) 
and the said- 'advortisomont' shall fix a'tlmo, pot. less . than four^,weeks 
from. eho publication ehoroof, for recoiving proposals . in. writing, ■sealsd 
up, for building and freighting, the same. to eho said Compairy,- such 
proposals. to. specify the lowest rates of fre-ight for each and . 'ovsry 
voyage in time of peace require.d ' for such 'ships, for such '’numbsr.■of 
voyages, not less than six, as the . said Court of. Directors shall sse.’ie 
from time to elmo to fix, to and from India or China,.- or lelsewhers 
within the limits of the charter . of the said-United .Company,, to; be 
employed. in trade and in warfare ' or ' otherwise, ' asii^hall '.bo''thodgbt 
proper by the said Company, if the . said ships .respectivoly,shall■'a^ 
long be fit for t.he Company's service ; and that all the tonders o.r,gras 

' posals which shall be made in pursujanice- of such notices shall be put 
into a box , locked and sealed, which shall not be .opened expcpjpjlt- 
licly in a Court of Directors, and the contents, o’ such i-jpoi^psak 
respectively shall be entered in a book, and the . pfbpqs^al^ih'f^e^ri^^j|I)ej 
lowest peace freight shall be accepted . without .JaJW<iUr•.or,p3rtiah■ty,l 
subject to the several provisions in . this act.. co.i^tt^iDea ;'^tf<i:''’.iifij^e^^ 
niore ships than shall be wanted at the time of considering such pro
posals ' shall be tendered, to be built at the same lovy fr,eightii,lIjM,^j>ps 
Court .of Directors shall determine by lot which of . pforfp-’j
sals shall be accepted, and the same shall he .
subject to the several provisions in this act contained.

Ships ma^y be engaged after the Expiration oyf'the^r
, (3). And whereas it may happen . that shipa'.vylhtch imaysbavebjenB 
built for the service of the said United Company
performed or completed, or hereafter may perform ..or, compktes ,tfi& 
number of voyages for which they have beep pr he^eaftetitiifid^;^biEi.f 
contracted to serve the said .Compa:ny, may he m,^^opInS;p^r^<{'-)a^<^ln^l^ 
condition to perform a further .voyage or further . voyages'--ih'- thiBiserv 
vice of the said United Company; be . it therefore further QhaHa-'aj'flfha, 
it shall ' and may . be lawful to and for the Dtrectors arfuttiet
said T.fliJt;d Company, .if .they shall see ltt,,,in',hhe^.ia^lrinEa‘^ahd'a^C'- 
cording to . tke provisions, .herein, ..contained, as jl^;hiri,l^tf..sbipalto,h<’ 
built for the service of .the said Company,, to ' advereise -, foir,-ippoposaia 
for any .such ships which hav.e .performed and completed, or . hereafter'
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■baBHiaawj'pejformed' and' conSptlej'te^c^^’ the ' C0rft#a6ts b'y* Vfliieh; theyiwere 
i^t^illfor tl»s s^id 'United Company, agaip to 'b^Jf tendeted'fpr’ the sfer* 
■nie^f^f thie said' United 'Company '; ’and that it shall'and' indy be 
idand ^l-theisaid Court of Directors again fo'iire-'and- takd up-' ' any 
fcu<ei-.;ship''clr' ^shipgi t^o^te^nd^e^red' for thd service of ' the'jsaid Unttdd 
sGompanj^/ to^idn 'a^dditional 'voyage,' ' or 'for' such 'number’d'f^ a^dditiottal 
jt^j^iUjges'jonhd.from India 'or China, or ' elsewhere ivithin the ' liinit^^^^lf 
the '.l^l^£rtfer'-J of tbe 'Sjaid' Unitetl Compan^y, as the'said Court' of Di- 
rebtors' shall see' ’St^‘ ' beyond and 'after the performance of -the voyages 
for which '-an'y such .jship' or- ships respectively have - been or ' shall be 
engded '^;y -any ■^jnior' Contract or contracts to serve the said - Com- 
panyy provided that -all such- ships shall be f^t or shall be capable -^‘ 
being-n^l^r^ii^ied and -made fit to serve the spid Company- for- such ad- 
ditii^i^^l or voyages: provided always, that -the peace freight
and.'-.additiom'al - allowance -to be paid for any such ship, or ships to be, 
tak^nimpc. for-'any additional - voyage or voyages shall not exceed the 
raffia'.o^^.)^£^^a-e■l^^^^eigh^ paid - for such ' ships respectively under the last 
coBfRae^l^JI^l^s^{^s^^^t;ively - by which they have been engaged in the service 
of the sai^-'Pnited Company, together with such additional allowance 
ad .jsh^ might '(^i^tjntually - be- entitled to under this - act, in respect of 
anyiV^^^i^a^li'for.w}^iidi she -might be afloat to proceed upon in time 
of ip<eaee- -Ij i j f.

I fTiar Allowances.
l '(i-t)' 'Andbe' it ' further enacted, -that over and besides

pi'daefreight - for ' ships built or to be built and hired 
fd ’be’hired for the service of the said United Coni- 

siaatiof'tharlgsI-l^^^,^^^,' ''tlld Court of Directors of the said Coipp'any 
in^iim.-^f warj^ “be 'at liberty to ' make such allowances to the 
-o'lq JjU- ;; ‘"-bniVerS of the said ships, from voyage to voyage, in 
f^^pi&t^'if the'additional charges, if any, arising to the said owners iri 
tiilid'bbf orb^c^!^tllit;i6^d, or of preparations for wafer hostilit^i^s^," as
thd'crai'd' 'C'o'urtbl' 'Direetbrs shall think right and just,

Tables of Prices of Building aul Outji,t to he prepared a-^m^ally.
Tat^ll^s'of tlie (5) And be it further enacted, that the Court -of

a«eri»d®^rtmt!i '^Directors O' the said United Company shall, and they 
prices or , ■.in<faiid outt^t'for ' are hereby required to cause to be prepared, once m 
stiipt, ariaioft^ii^'every year, by the master-attendant or other proper 

of^c'er ^f of^^cels of the said United Company,' tables 
■fhi-b'’ of'' the average ' c^l^l^l^nt p^^ces for the time being of thd 

of building and outfit for ships ' io - be engaged 
fhidf tabfes'sliaal io' tke service of the said United Company, and tables- 
beil himg /f p: ia of the probable total cost and expense of st^ieh build^- 
‘!‘S^‘'^?f(bpny’‘®"..j,jg:and'O^itfit for'the' several voyages for v^^iich any 
ship '-•ht^' ;^llij>i' shall have been contracted for or hired, distinguishing 
he pf',>bable^exp(er'5e‘'t^lf -each'voyage tiif ' ships of the differient sizes 

. at^t^Ual^lJiil^nig^i^^d' O^lfl^hi3h may^-' ’•be'E^fraged -in flib'' serviice of-the said 
-1 5 . Compan;y,;

§.5,
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CompanyN W^iich- ‘tables, when 'sigi^ed by the • masler-attendaiit -b? 
other proper officer or ' offiicer's ■ of the said United Company, and when 
approved and ‘ allowed by their' Court 'of Directors, shall' be ffiirly 
transcrified and signed by the secretary or assistant-secretary - of the 

■ said Company, by order of the said Court of -Directors,' and shall be 
left or hung -up - in some public offce in the 'East-India House, for the 
perusal and inspection, at seasonable tim'es and in a reasonable - man-* 
ner, ' of 'all persons whom it concern, with 'liberty for'them, at 
Such ' times- and in such manner as aforesaid---to make and - take - copies 
and ektracts then^e^f; and the fifslt-of such' 'tables or -Sets of tables' 
shall be made and completed within four months neitt after the- passing 
of this act, and afterwards- such tables or such -sets of tables -shall 
from time -to time be made and completed between the -first day- of 
June and the first day of October in every year.

jyter War, Tables Of Pr'ices O Outfi,t. •
1%) And be it further enacted, that from and -after ' ' After .conchi-. 

the conclusion of any war or - hostilities- which -Wav sb’ps,
hereafter take place, when any ship which now fe or Nroceed- bn 
hereafter shall- be in -the service o^ the- said United -8® shall 
Company, under or by virtue of any contract made - or p,.ice« of initHf? 
entered into since the twentieth day of November one*. wltat «8se|
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, or hereafter- to be «bat<!in(!ntt?., 1?):^ 
made or entered into, shall -come afloat, to prpiceed 'wiiat mssabsteu 
upon any voyage in execution of any such contract ''ins! meats pre. ,w‘it!- 
time of peace, then- the Court o^ Directors shall -ca-use-p I - un - >
as to - all ships' now in the service of the said -United iCortti^aany-Hhe- 
tables or sets of tables first to be - compIetted--^^]3pl^ov^^^d, iai^d kJowedt 
after the passing of this act, as hereinbefore -i^entjon^d j-ahd! as: 
to all sliips which- shall hereafter be contracted foir-ift. timoof :acjf3Sa 
the tables - or sets of tables- which shall have been conialetedy ap* 
proved, and allowed next im^^d^i^l^el;y before' sucli ships'.'Bhall ihade- 
been respectively contracted for; and as to' all'ship^j which-heteafjeI5 
shall -be contracted -for in time of -war -or host:iliteisil’. ori>isf<i{)^eeJ 
par^tions for war or hostilities, the tables or sets, of tableswihieh 'diialN 
have been completed, apa^^v^ld, and - allowed nejtt-immediatITN- betlji’di! 
the commencement o^ such war or hostilities, or of such- prepaI^ata^Ba ^ic 
wa" or hostilities, to be compared with the tables or '^^es’df tables' 
which shall have been comp^^ted, appriov^d, and allowedjmextibe&fbi 
such ships shall- come afloat in time ofpeace to proceed on suohivoyage*^ 
and if it - shall- appear on. such' comparison that- the probable-cosf of fhe' 
outfit - of such ship fop the voyages on whic^lr such - ship' -shall besaBoat:td> 
proceed, shall exceed theamount estimated by the tables-- or' sets oftables ' 
with which such compai’ison shall be'made, as 'the■a^obable cost o^ Oujfij' 
of ashiip^^ the same - or as -nearly as maybe of the-sa^^'size for a-sitflb' 

• lar vpyage, - by'on^■^1^enjh'- pa^t'-i^^ such last-mentioned- amount,' then the- 
owners of such - shipNhall be entitled fop that -voyage to - an - additional 

allowance,
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allowance, ' at a ratie which,- calculateii upon the <^liUPter£;d tonn^^ pf 
such ship, • shall be equal to ■ such probable excess, to be determined 
finally and conclusively by order of ' the said Court Directorss ■ pron
vided always, that the ■ owner or owners of such ship shall have .entered 
into an agriejment with the said Cour^ of.Directors, t^^t;- if upon- such 
comparison . ^s aforesaid the - pr'ubabi^i&cost of the . outfit of such ship 
for;, such .voyage as aforesaid shall be found to fall - below the- amount- 
estimated by the tables; or - sets . of tables aforesaid - by one-tenth part 
of-sueh last-menUoned amo^t as aforesaid^ then tlie . said Court -of 
Directors shall be at liberty to make an abatement from - the - freight to 
which such ship would be- entitled under its contract, at a rate which, 
calculated upon the chartered tonnage of such ship, shall be- equal to 
such probable diminution, of cost of outfit; the said abatement to- be- 
in like manner determined finally and conclusively by the said - Court 
Directors: provided always, that the owners of the several ships 
which are already in the service of the said United Company, under 
cont^^<3ts made since, the twentieth day of November one thousaiul 
eight - hundred and fifteen, shall not be entitled to any such additional 
allosuvmt^ie,. nor subject to any such abatement, until after a war of 
hostilities- shall have taken place and have been con^Iu^i^d: provided 
alsojj - that the owners of ships hereafter to be contracted for in time of 
peace - to> enter into the service of the said United Company shall noe 
he -ent’itTe'd',to any, such - allowance, nor subject to any such abatement,; 
in-respect of any -i^f^^age to be performed duri:ng the continuance of 
the peace in which the several contracts for such ships shall have been 
entered 'into 't provided also, that such owners ships hereafter to be!
contracted - for in,-- time of - war or hostilities to enter into the service of 
thersaid United- Compt^i^;^,--as shall have entered into such agreei^eint-. 
as. he&re-i^entioned, shall be entitled to a comparison of the costs, 
of - their lOuttfibs respectively, and to any eventual additional allowai^n^e- 
whichi 'imat bet^^me. due -to them thereupon in respect of every- voya^^^- 
which the 'smd^liips-sliall respectively come afloat to proceed upon- in, 
ti^^.of,'pea(c^'--p^^(^vided always, that no additional allowance shaH'- 
be ppyabl©)in time- xd peace to the owners- of any ship, under; or by- 
virtoe diii tilh&aot,. fon any voyage in respect of which the owners such, 
shipisllall -be.'entitledj under or by' virtue of this or any former act, - to - 
any - payme^i’-.iq itespect of any adchtional charges arising in time of 
wat^Ior'ilw^sstilities, or of preparz^tLlions for war or hostilities: provided, 
alsohithat-.-iany time - when owners of ships shall not be so entitled to 
apy-ipayn^f^ife in respect of any additional charges arising in time of- 
wa» er hostiliiti^i^s' or of preparj^t:ions for war or hostilities, shall he - 
deem^i^! !and|(^^ottsidc'red a time of peace - within the meaning of this - - 
act-t;^- prr^^ii^i^d..always, that the additional charges (if any) which; 
which may* be incurred - by reason of any ship being built during a-’ 
time of war.or- hostilities,- or of preparations for war or hostilities, shall -

• and may he paid to the owners of such - ship, - although she may comei 
af^l^s^^-do'proceed on- her first voyage in time of ppace. ‘‘

(!, .--Ur Court
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Of .^^T^ectors may tahe up reidy-bu^lt Ships fOr thei,r Sermi^^i dn 
case oof w^iOre^e^i^n Exigency. .

, (7) And be it further enacted, that in case of unforeseen exigency,
which cannot be answered conveniently by any ship or a sufficient 
number of ships in the service of the said Company, and which will 
not admit of delay, it. shall and may be lawful to and for the said 
Court of Directors, or for any one of their several Governments' 
abroad, to hire any ship or ships which can be procured to answer 
such exigency, provided that public notice shall be given by adver
tisement of the ships and tonnage wanted and the service required, 
fourteen days at least previous to the time appointed for taking up 
the sam^; and the proposals to be made in pursuance of such adver
tisement shall be put into a box locked and sealed, which shall not be 
opened except publicly in a Court of Directors, or by the Governor 
and Council or chie^ agents of the said Company, at any place 
within the limits of the charter of the said Company where it shall 
be necessary to hire any such ship or shij^^; and then the lowest 
tender or tenders shall be accepted, without favour or partiality, if it 

: or they shall be deemed reasonable, and if upon a due examination 
and survey tlie ship or ships tendered shall appear in all respects fit 
for the service required; provided always, that the engagement or 
employment of such ships shall not extend beyond the duration of the 
particular service for which they shall have been specifically hired.

Ships may be taken upfor One Voiyage bylprivate Contract.
(8) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall and may 

be lawful to and for the Court of Directors of the said United Conir 
pany, or their said Governments abroad, in cases of unforeseen and 
pressing exigency, to hire and take up by private contract, with or 
without advertising, any ship or ships whatsoever for .any particular 
purj^c^s^^; provided that no such ship shall be hired or taken up for 
more than-one voyage, and that the reasons for taking up any such 
ship or ships at home in less time than fourteen days as aforesaid after 
the publication of an advertisement, . be stated in the minutes of the 
said Court of Directors, and reported to the Court of Proprietors 
that shall next be holden after such hiring and taking ; and that 
the reasons for taking up any such ship or ships abroad in less tiiiie 
than fourteen days after the publication of an advertisement as 
aforesaid, be stated in the minutes of the proceedings of the govern-, 
ment by which such ship or ships shall be taken up, and be commu
nicated to the Court of Directors as soon as. conveniently 'may ’be 
afterwards, ■■ ■ * . i , ■
Court may hire, by pjrivate Cotrtrac^, Ships going out in the Transport 

or other public Service. •
(9) Providvi^ e^l w(iys, and l^e be furfuer enac^tcdt tliat it faiiasi and 

may be lawful to and for the said- Court- of Directors of the said 
United Company to hire and take up by private contract, withdur- 

' ■ advertising,
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adver^iiiings any ship or ships .engaged Ajf- to”.'.be.. engaged in ..Iiis , 
Majesty’s transport or other serviice to carry convicts or stores to New 
South Wales, the Cape of Good Hope, or Ceylon, or elsewhere 5 
within the limits of the charter of the said United Company, for the 
purpose of bringing cargoes from China or India, at such rate of 
freight and demor^ge as they shall judge to be reasonable, so as no 
such ship shall be hired or taken up for more than one • voyage. -

Cour^ may take up Ships, 'vhether- built fOr the Service or not, jOr^ a 
V'oi/age out or home to any Place except China.

(10) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Court Directors of the '' said United 
Company, if they shall see fit, in the manner and according to the 
proviisions herein contained as to hiring ships to be built for the ser- • 
vice of the said Company, to advertise for hire, and take . up for trade 
and warfare and any other service, or for trade only, or any specific 
service, as the said. Court of Directors shall see fit, any ship or ships, 
whether built expressly for the service of the said United Company or 
any other ser^^ce, and whether new ship or ships which shall have 
been ' then before employed in any service whatsoever, so as the regis
tered measurement of such ships shall not be more than eight 
hundred tons, for one voyage, or for a voyage out or a voyage 
home, as the said Court shall think proper, to and from, or to or from, 
any ports or places port or . place whatsoever within the limits, of 
the said Company’s charter, except the dominions of the Emperor of 
China. . .
But not to authorize the Employment of any Ship under the Measure

' ment prescribeid by 53 Geo. Ill, c. 155.
, (11). Provided . also, and be.it. further enacted, that nothing in this 
act contained shall authorize the employment by the said Company of 
any vessel, the registered .measurement of which vessel shall be under 
the burthen prescribed by an act of the fifty-third year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for continuing in the 

East-India Company for, a further term the Possession of the 
British Territories in India, together with certain exclusive Privi
leges for establishing . further Regulations for the Government of 
the said Territories, and the better Administration of Justice

,XAWS.
rsis;

58- Geo; 3.
c. 8,8, 
§9.,

§ 10.

§11.

“ within . the sa^^; and for regulating .the Trade to and from the 
“ . Places within the Limits of the said Company’s C^artetor which 
may be prescribed by an act hereafter to be passed for vessels carrying 
on traide between the United Kingdom and the places within the 
limits of the'East-India Company’s charter.

^i^ovi^sion jfor building a Ship in room one lost.
(12) Provided also, and belt fuetaer enacted, that in 

case any ship which now is, or which since the twen
tieth day of November one thousand eight hundred and 

2 X fifteen

Conii^ancl to 
given to tiie cap
tain of rtie lost 
sbip, ' &c.

§12.
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fifteen hath been, or . which hereafter shall be engaged in the sewiceof 
the said United Company, under a contract to serve the said Com
pany for six voyages, hath been or shall be lost Or captured before the 
completion of her fifth voyage, if upon a full investigation of . the cir
cumstances of such loss by the said Court of Directors, or some com
mittee thereof, the commander and -owners of such ship shall -be fully 
acquitted from all imputation of neglect or misconduct in respect of 
such loss, in the opinion of eighteen ' directors at least, -at - a court 
specially assembled for the purpose of taking the said. commander’s 
and the owners’ conduct into consideration: provided always, that 
such vote or resolution of the Court of Directors shall be reported 
to a General Court of Proprietors, and after such report such vote or 
resolution of the said Court of Directors shall be confirmed, by way of 
ballot, by three parts in four of the proprietors assembled in general 
court specially convened for that purpose, wheri^i^if eight days’ pre
vious notice of the time and purpose of such meetinng shall be given 
in the London Ga^i^t^t^^: then if such commander shall be then living, 
or if he shall be dead, then if the chie^ officer of the said ship 'shall be 
living (having already performed one voyage at least as chief - or 
second ofl^cfjr), and should have exerted himsi^lif honourably for -the 
defence ahd safety of the lost ship, either iii f^ght or 'distress at sea, 
and shall be acquitted in manner hereinbefore mentioned from all 
imputation of neglect or misconduct in respect of such 'loss, a'nil'Such ' 
acquittal shall also be confirmed in manner hereinbefore 'mentioned, 
from all imputation of neglect or misconduct in respect such ' lbs!/ 
and such acquittal shall also be confirmed in mdnner hereiiibefti'e 
mentioned, then it - shall and may be lawful for the said . Court of Direc
tors, on behalf of the said United Compan^y, to enter into an 'agree
ment with the owners of such ship so lost, or their repr(esenmlti^<^s; 
or if such . owners or their repriesentatives should omit or decline for 
the space of three calendar months after the said vote of acquittal tp 
enter into such 'agreement, then it shall be lawful for the said Court of 
Directors, on behalf ' of the said United Company, to enter into an 
agreement with any person or persons of sufficient responsibility,-and 
able to give reasonable security, who. shall be nominated -in writing 
under the hand of. the commander of such lost ship, if -such com
mander shall be living and able to serve, and if not, then with any 
person or persons of suf^^ient responsibility, and able to give-reason
able security, who shall be nominated ' in , writing under - the hand of 
the chi^^ offcer of such lost ship, if he shall be - living and able to 
serve, to build another ship of such size 'as the said United -Company 
shall have occasion for, to be employed by them for six or more' 
vpj^a^ijs, as shall be agreed by the said Court of Directors, at the 
lowest r^te of peace freight, ' with ' the benefit or such other - allowances 
as are provided or permitted by this act to be paid, wh^^^' shall be 
payable in respect of the ship of a similar size, or as near as may be 
of a similar size to the ship about to be built, which shall have been

. c^i^tracted
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cont^i^t^fted for. for six ■ voyages at least, last before the-contract for .the 
ship instead of such lost ship shall be entered in^o: provided always, 
that such ship so to be built instead of such lost ship shall be com
manded in the f^rst instance by the captain of the lost ship, if he shall 
be living and able to serve, and fading of him, by the said chie^ officer 
of t^^ lost ship, if he shall be living and able to serve ; and unless 
either the commander or . chie^ offcer of the lost ship shall . be Hying 
and able to serve, when the contract for building a ship instead . of the _ 
lost ship shall be entered , it shall not be lawful for . the said 
United Company or their Court of Directors to enter into any agree
ment for building a ship instead of such lost ship, otherwise than by 
public competition as hereinbefore mentioned.

LAWS.

1818.
58 Geo. 8,

C..83,
§ 12,

Cotati. shaO, not be obliged to ent:e‘r into any unreasonable- Contract, 8;c.

(13) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that nothing herein
contained shall extend or be construed to extend to oblige the said 
Court of Directors, or any of the Governments of the said Company ' 
abroad, upon any occasion to accept any tender or tenders, ' proposal 
or pn^o^i^^^s^as,. which. they. shall deem to be unreasonable, and for the 
perfoi^i^t^t^iee of which reasonable security shall not be gi^^^; or to 
enter into any agreement on any such proposal, although such tender 
or tenders, proposal or proposals, may 'be the lowest and most advan
tageous which may be offei^(^d; nor shall this act, or any thing herein 
contained, .extend or be construed to extend to vest in the owner or 
owners o^ any ship or ships, or any person or persons making or offer
ing any tender or tenders, proposal or proposals, any right or preten
sion which such owner or owners, person or persons, . would not have 
had if the several provisions hereby repealed or this act had not been 
passed. ■

Act not. to extend to Vessels belo^^ging to War Marine Establishments in
' India.

(14) Provided also, that nothing herein contained, shall extend or 
be construed to extend in anywise to relate to any. of the. ships 
or vessels belonging to or employed in the marine .war establish
ment of the said United .Company in the East-Indies; but it shall, 
and may be lawful to and for the said United Company, and their' 
Court of Directors and servants. abroad, to, hire, . take up, and em
ploy ve.i^i^iels for those purposes only in such manner as they shall 
see. fi^f;; nor shall this act extend or be any ways deemed in any ’ 
way to.,j^revent the said United Company, or. their Court of Direc
tors, or any of their officers or servants, from causing any goods to 
be loaded and carried on their account on board any. private ship 
or vessel, though not chartered to or in the service of the said United 
Company.

2x2
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Compan'y’s
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Comi^(^<^ifs n^j^ere Moi inc^sistent with- this' rented
in fO^^^c^e.

' (15) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all and every 
and so much and such parts 'of the by-laws, rules, and regulations of 
the said United Company and of their Court of Directors, now in 
force, and hereafter to be made, any way relating to shipping con
cerns of the said Company, and to, the commanders and officers in 
their service, which are not or shall not be inconsistent with or repug
nant to the provisions hereby enacted, shall remain and be of the 
same validity, force, and effect, and shall be observed in like manner, 
to all intents and purposes, aS the same by-law, rules, and regulations, 
or such parts ther^^if as aforesaid, would have been in force, and 
ought to have been observed, if this act had not been made, or to 
restrain the said Company from repealing or making any by-^aws, so 
a^ they shall not be inconsistent with the provisions herein contained; 
this act or any thing herein contained to the cont^rarj' thereof in any 
wise notwithstanding.

Court empowoeed to make Al^low^t^nces to certain Ships.
(16) And whereas an act was passed in the last ses* 57 Geo. s, c. 

sion of Parliament, intituled V An Act to authorize .
' “ the Court of Directors of the East-India Company to make extra

ordinary Allowances in certain Cases to the Owners of, certain 
“ Ships in the Service of the said C^t^paa^^nd whereas .certam 
ships now in the service of the .said United Company, called theHt^re- 
fordshire. Atlas, Bridgewater, General Harris, Vansittart, and General 
IC;yd, were excluded from the benefit of the said, act, because, the 
losses to which the owners of, the said ships had been , subjected did 
not arise out of contracts framed in striict conformity to the said act 
of . the thirty-ninth of George III: , and wherea.s -the said contracts, ■ so 
far as they differed from contracts framed in strict conformity with 
the said act of the tliirty- ninth year of his Majesty’s reign, were 
framed on principles nearly appri^^mating to those which are laid 
down in the present act for the government of all future contracts for 
hiring ahiaa by the East-India Compj^i^yy; and it is fair and reasonable 
that some additional allowances should now be made to the owners of 
the said six ships, in respect of the voyages performed by them under 
the said contracts since the termination of the war, or still remaining 
to be so perfoi^r^^d; be it therefore enacted, that after the passing - of 
this act it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of . Directors to 
make such allowances to the owner or owners of each of the -said 
ships, in respect of any voyages performed since the twentieth of 
November one .thousand eight hundred and fifteen, or remaining to be 
pe^rformed under their aforesaid 'contracts, as the said Court of Direc
tors would have been empowered to make to the owner or owners of 

, . . I' I. such
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such ship, if the name of such ship had been included in the said act 
the last session of Parliament. '

LAWS,

Lascars and Natives of India not to be British Mariners withitv 'the 
Meaning of 34 Geo. Ill, c- 68. . . . . ,

(17) Provided always, and 'be it further enacted, that no Asiatic •• i-2d. '
sailors, lascars, or natives of any of the territories, countries, ‘
islands, or places - within the limits of the charter of 'the East-Ihdih 
Company, although born in territories, countries, islt^t^ds, or'places
under the government of his Majesty or of the' East-India Company, 
shall at any time be deemed or taken to be British sailors, seamen, 
or mariners, within the intent and meaning of an act passed in-' the 
'thii^tt^-fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty, intituled ' “ An

Act for the further Encouragement ofBritish Mariners, and for other 
“ Purposes therein mentioned,” or of any other act or acts of Par
liament relating to the navigation of British ships by subjects - of his 
'Maaesty, for the purpose of entitling any ship or vessel to be deemed 
to be a British ship navigated according to law, and to have the 
privii^ges and advantages of British ships having the master and 
three-fourth of ' the mariners British subjects, any thing in the. said 
recited act of the thirty-fourth year aforesaid, or in any other act or 
acts of Parliament, or law or laws, to the - contrary notwithstant^ii^j^: 
provided 'also, that it shall be lawful for his Majesty, by his royal 
proclamation, upon or after the commencement of any hostilities, to 
permit all' merchant ships or any other trading vessels, and all pri- 
vateersj to be manned wholly, or in any such proportions as shall be 
specified in any such proclamation, with such 'Asiatic sailors, ' lascari^,. 
ot natives aforesaid, for and during such periods as shall be specified 
itr any such proclamation as aforesaid.

A Proportion rf British Seamen to the Tonnage of^ any Ship sufficient.,

(18) And whereas lascars and other natives of the east are not: §-ei,;
deemed to. -be equal in strength and use to European or other seamen,
and the.requiring the proportion of three-fourths of^ritish seamen in 

jships having as part - of the crew - lascars and natives of the- east, 
.wouldcompel such.ships to carry a larger number of British seamen 

I than other ships, or to employ a smaller number of lascars and na- 
.tives -of the east than would be sufficient to make a proper crew - ; be 
t'it .jherc^fore enacted, -.that -any ship or vessel duly registered,, manned 
. in -part - with lascars or natives of India, which shall be commanded 
by a British - master, and navigated by four British seaman, as part of 

, thejjrew,.- for every hundred tons of her registered burthen, and so -in 
.proj^f^irtion for any part of a hundred ■ tons, shall be deemed, con
strued,,. and - taken -to be - navigated according to- law as to -the crew of 

.-any such ship or -vessel, although the number of- such British seamen 
•iball not he equal to the proportion of three-fourths of the whole 

2x3 ■ crew

lfc2.'ii 
4 - Geo. 4,

, 80,

    
 



678 SHlP^P^l^I^’G .• AN^TD

I.AWS,

182.3;
4 Geo. 4,

c. 80,

§ 22.

§ 23.

crew of such ship or vessi^l; any thing in any act or acts of Parliament, 
or law or laws, to the Contrary notwithstanding.

Where Number of British Seamen cannot: be ob1.avned. Governors may 
license the Ship to sail.

(19) And whereas it may not always be possible to procure the 
dUe proportion of British seamen at ports in India for vessels sailing 
from India ; be it . therefore enacted, that it shall be lawful for any of 
the Governpients of the East-India Company, in India, or for any 
governor or lieutenant-governor of any colony, territory, or island 
belonging to his Majesty, within the limits of the said charter, and 
they and he are hereby required, on application made by the owner 
or commander of any ship or vessel, and after having ascertained by 
due inquiry that a suf^t^i^nt number of British seamen cannot be 
procured for the crew of any ship or vessel sailing from India, within 
ten days from such application, to certify the same, and license such 
ship or vessel to sail and carry on her voyage with a less proportion 
of British seamen than required by law ; and every such ship, having 
on board such license and the proportion of British seamen therein 
specified, shall be deemed to be navigated according to law, notwith
standing such deficienc^y of British seamen.
British Seamen not required on b^^rd Vessels employed between Port 

and F^ort.
(20) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing in 

this act, or in any other act or acts of ' Parliament contained, shall 
extend or be construed to extend to require any number of British 
seamen to be on board as part of the crew or mariners 'any ship 
or vessel employed in trade only between ports and places within 
the limits of the charter of the said Company, including the Cape of 
Good Hope.

§ 24.

Repeals, Syc. , -
Repeal (f the hMh Geo, III, cap. so Jar as relates to Asiatic 

Sailors, 8yc. '
(21) And be it further enacted, that from and after the first day 

of June one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, all the provi
sions contained in an act passed in the fifty-fourth year of the reign of 
his late Majesty King George III, intituled “ An Act to continue 

until the first day of January one thousand eight hundred and
“ sixteen, and to amend several Acts for altering Importations from 

and Exportations to the Places within the Limits of the' Charter - of 
the East-India Company, in Ships not ' of British-built, - and 'for the 

“ better Maintenance and Care of Lascars and other Asiatic Seamen • 
“ arriving in this Kingdom,” relative to Asiatic sailors, lascars, or 
natives of any territoriesj countries, or places within the limits of the 
charter of the said United Company, shall be ' and' are hereby repeal
ed ; save and except as to the recovery of ' any sum or sums of money 
which have become or may become due on any bond or bonds which 

may
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may have been or ought to have been entered .into before the said first 
day June one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, . or of . any 
sum or sums of money which have otherwise become or may become 
due by virtue of the said act, before the said fii-st ■ day of June one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, all which sums of money 
shall and may be recovered m the same manner as if this . act had 
not been passi^^; any thing herein^t^i^i^italned to the contrary notwith
standing. '

LAWS;

1823.
4 Gep. 4,

c. 80,
§ 24,

Gtroei^rn^r of For^ William to make Rules, ^"c. '^it,h respect: to Marsters, 
8'c. Vessels trading und^'r this Act. .

(22) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for . the Governor-General of Fort-WUliam in Bengal, in council, 
and he is hereby required, as soon as may be, to make, ordain, and 
publish, and from time to time, as occasion may .require, to repeal 
and alter, and newly to make, ordain, and publish, such rules and 
regulations, to be observed by masters, of^cers, and owners of ships 
and vessels trading under the authority of this act, the crews of 
which ships or vessels shall be wholly or in part composed Asiatic 
sailors, lascars, or natives of any of the territories, countries, ■ islands, 
or places within the limits of the charter of the said United Com
pany, for the due supply of provisions, clotliing, and other necessary 
accommodation of such Asiatic sailors, lascars, and natives aforesaid, 
whilst they shall be on board such ships or vessels, and whilst absent 
from the countries or places to .which they shall respectively belong, 
and until they . shall be carried back to the places to which 'they 
may belong, or from whence they may have been brought, and for 
the ■ conveyance back o^ such Asiatic sailors, lascars, or natives as 
aforesaid, within a reasonable time to be fixed by such rules or 
regulations.

Such Rides and Regulations to be obsi^irved as if Part f this Act.
(23) And be it further enacted, that all such' rules and regulations, 

until they shall be repealed or altered, shall be observed and perform
ed according .to, the true intent and meaning thereof, in like manner 
as if they had been herein inserted and had formed part of this 
and a copy of all and every such rules and regulations, signed and 
authentica.ted as such by the secretary for the time being of the Go
vernment of Bengal, or by the secretary for the time being of the said 
United. Company, shall be deemed and received and taken, in and by 
aU courts, justices, and other persons, as full, sufficient, and conclu
sive evidence of such rules and. regulations,

Masters to^ make out Lists of every'lascar,' Sfc. on board. before such 
' ......... ■ ■ Ship admitted to■ Entry.

. (24) And . be it further enacted, that the master or other person 
having the pommand of every ship or vessel ' trading under the autho-

2 X 4f rity

§ 25.

§ 27.
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'U«i6. '4, 
c. ■ 80,

§28.

^^hiS ^ct,'- tvliich'from ^^nd 'after ■ the passing of. this ■act shall 
arrive at any port in the United Kingdom of Great Britain or Ireland, 
and which shall have op board, or which during any part o.f her voyage 
shall have Kid bn'tioard, ei'thisr as part ■ of her crew or in any other 
characti;r, dr for any other reason, any Asiatic sailor, lasoar, ■ or native 

'■’ijf any'of the4enitories, countries, islands, or ■ places- within the 'liinits ■ 
■iff the charter of ' the ■ said United Company, before such ship or vessel 
* shall be admitted to entry, shall make out and exhibit to-thc principal 
■’officers of the cust^o^ms^, or other person ■■thereunto lawfully authorized, 
a true and perfect list and descriptiiaic^' -'of' every such Asiatic sailor, ' 

■'lascar, or native aforesaid, which shall then ■ he, ‘or who during ■ any 
--part ■of her voyage ■ shall have been on board .isuch ship or vessel, with 
| -a true account and statement what shall have become of e^very such 
'Asiatic sailor, lascar, and native aforesaid, who may have ■ been and 

. ■ shall not then be on-board. ;
, ''

' ■ -: PenCUy ^ar Bi^each Regulctions relctivt to Lcsccrs, S-c,
(25) And be it ■ further enacted, that for ' every breach or' non

" observance of any rule or regulation to be made in pursuance of 
‘this act, in relation to Asiatic sailors, lascars, or natives aforesaid, 
which shall have happened or taken place, and for omission to 
make out'and exhibit such list, description, account, or statement ■of 
and respecting all such Asiatic sailors, lascars; or natives aforesaid 

‘ Is herein is required, the master or commander, and all and ■ every the 
owners and owner of the ship or vessel on board which any such 
Asiatic sailor, lascar, or native aforesaid shall ■be or shall ’have been, 
shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds for every A.siatic sailoi*, lascar, or 
native aforesaid, in respect of whom such' breac^lh ‘ndn-obseivance, . 
omission or defect shall have happened or taken place, to be recovered 
against the master, commander, and owners jointly or severally, by 
bill, plaint, information, or action, in any of his Majesty’s ■ Courts of 
Record in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or in 
the 'East-Indies or elsewhere, to be ' 'commenced ’in ' th^'count^y'o^r 
presidency ' or place where any such offender may happen to bej' ’or 
by conviction in a summary way before two justices of the'pe^ace in 
the United Kingdom, or in ■ the East-Indies, of the county or' presi
dency where any such offender may happen to be; and of'which 'slim 
and ’sums so to be forfeited, one-third part ther^^:^' shall go, belong, 
and be paid to the person or persons who shall inform or sue for the 
same, and the other two-third parts then^oif shall be paid td such 
person or persons as the court or justices before whom the same shall 
be recovered shall award, to be applied in payment or reimbursement 
of any expense which ■ may have been incurred by ■ or for the-Use ■ of the • 
Asiatic sailor, lascar, or native aforesaid, or the respective ’ Asiatic 
sailors, lascars, or natives!' aforesaid, in respect ■ -olT whom such for
feiture or 'forfeitures shall ■ have been recovered, or-in such other 

’ rnannier, for his or their maintenance, return home, or benefit, as the
■ ' C^urt
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court w justices before whom the ■ samei shell be. lecovered shall 
direct. . - ,

i. ... , , ... .: 1 .
Convictions to be drawn up in. the Jbllowing Worm.

I (26) And for the more easy and speedy conviction of the offenders 
under this act, be it further enacted, that:. the juistices of the. peace 
'before whom any person or persons sha^l be convicted of any offence 
under this act, shall and may cause the conviction to . be drawn up in 
the following form of words, or in any other form of words to the like 
effect, .as the ca^ may happen ; videlicet,

Form of comic
Moo.
<«............

“ written.'

1823.
4 Geo. 4,

§29.

--- <^iay“ Be it remembered, that on th^-------
“ of---------------, in the of our Lonl
----- --------  A. B. [the offender or offenders] is 

[or are] convicted before us, two of his Majesty’s justices of the 
peace for [the county or presidency, as the case may be], by virtue 
of an act made in the fourth year of the reign of his Majesty King 
George the Fourth, intituled [setting forth the title of this act] of 
having [here state the offence or offences] which offence [or offences 
as the case may be] has, by confession of the offender [or offenders, 
or the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, as the case 
may be] ; for which said offence [or offences, as the case may be] 
we do adjudge that the said offender [or offei^i^^i^is] hath [or have] 
forfeited and do pay the sum of [the amount for^■el^^d] ; one-third 
part whe^^i^^ we do order and direct to be paid to [the inform^ir] 
and the other two-thirds ther^i^^ to C. D. and E. F. [such persons 
a^ the said justices shall dir^<^t;], to be applied [in such manner as 
the case may reqi/n^t^] pursuant to the provisions the said act.

“ Given under our hands and seals the day and year first above

. ' ' Rec^^ee^y of Penalties.
.^527) And be it further enacted, that all sums of money of which 

any person shall be so convicted as aforesaid, shall and may be levied 
, I by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of th^- offcj^r^^i-; and 

that for want of sufficient distress every such offender may be com
; mitted to prison in the common gaol or house of correction, for the 
space of three calendar months.

§30.

L^ascars, Sc. co^^victted (f Vagrancy.
i' >-(28) And whereas it may happen that Asiatic sailors, lascars, and 

natives nforesaid, may refuse to accept the maintenance to be pro
vided for them under the rules and regulations before • referred to, or to 

• return home in the ships • or vessels which may be engaged for that 
. purpose • ; be it therefore enacte^d, that if any such Asiatic sailor, las

car, or-native aforesaid, shall at any time be convicted of an act of 
vagrancy under ^y the laws in force in the United Kingdom

' respecting vagrants, it shall and may be lawful to and for the justice 
or

§ 31.    
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LAWS.

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

. c. 80,
§ 31.

§ 32.

§3.3.

§ 34.

, or ■ justices'or-' magist^rateS before whom such conviction shall take 
, place, to order and direct that he shall be shipped on board any ship 

or vessel bound to the place, or as near as ma^,. be to the place to 
Whch ■ he shall belong, or from which he shall have been brought, and 
the commander of which shall be willing to take charge ofhim in order 
to his ' being returned thereto, 'at the 'expense the person or persons
liable under any rule or regulation to be made as . beforeunei^lLioned, 
or 'of any. other person being otherwise- willing to defray 
and it shall and. may be lawful for the ■ commander of any such ship or 
vessel having taken charge of such vagrant, and he is hereby . required 
to keep and detain him on board ' his ship for the voyage for which he 
shall be shipped.

Proceedings nolt to he quashed Jbr Want oj^ Form.
(29) Provided also, and be it further enacted, . that no convictiom

order, or proceeding to be made or had by or before any justices of 
the peace, or other magistrate, by virtue of this act, shall be quashed 
or vacated for want of form, and that the order of such justices or 
other magistrates shall be final, and that no proceedings of any such 
justices or other magistrates in pursuance this act shall be re
movable by certiorari . or otherwise. .

Actions to he commew^c^d loithin Three Months.
(30) And be it further enacted, that if any action or suit shall be 

commenced against any person or persons for any thing done in pur
suance of this act, then and . in every such case such 'action .or suit shall 
be commenced or pri^isecuted within three months after the fact com
mitted, and not afterwards; and the same and every such action or 
suit shall be'brought in the county or place where 'the c^use action' 
Shall have arisen, and not elsewbere; and the defendant or defen
dants in every such action, 'or suit shall and may plead the general 
issue, and at the trial ther^^if give this act and the special matter in 
evidi^)^(^e; and ' if . the matter or thing complained of shall appear to 
have been done under the authority and in execution of this act, or if 
any such action or suit shall be brought after the time 'limited for 
bringing the same, or be brought and laid in any ' otber county of 
place than as afore-mentioned, then 'the jury shall find for the defei^-' 
dant or defe^«^i^r^tsi; and. if the plaintiff shall become nonsuit, of dis
continue his or her action after the defendant shall, have appeared, or 
have a verdict agaiinst him or her. Or if, upon demurrer, judgment 
shall be given against the plaintiff, the defendant shall and may re
cover treble costs, and have the like ■ remedy for recovery theri^t^jf as 
any defendant or defendants hath or have in any cases of law.

Company to s:up'p^iy aitt Necessaries ^for distress^^ L^ascars, 8fC., and may 
recover Expense fot^m Owners. ■

. (31) ■ And be it further enacted, that if any Asiatic sailor, lascar, or 
native . of any of the territories, countries, islands, or places within the 

limits
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limits of the charter of the said United Company, having been • brought 
to the United Kingdom on board any ship or vessel . not being a ship 
of war in the service of-his Majesty, shall from and after ■ the - passing 
of this act be found within the United Kingdom in distress for want 
of food, clothing, or other necessaries, it shall be lawful for t^^, said 
United Company to supply necessary and reasonable, rel^^i^- to such 
persons, and to maintain them until they shall be sent on board some 
ship bound for some place within the limits aforesaid; and also to pay, 
defray, and advance the money necessary to. procure such persons 
proper and sufficient passage to their homes or places from which they 
were ; and all sums -as the said Company shall p^y for
or on account of such reliecf or maintenance, or passage home, shall 
constitute and become a joint and several debt due to the .said Com
pany from the commander, owner or owners of such, ship, . on board 
wherce^f such person or persons shall have been brought into the - said 
United Kingdom, and shall be recoverable as so much . money paid to 
and for the use of such owner 'or owners in any of the . courts -of 
the said United Kingdom, or in the East-Indies, if the owner shall 
reside there, in which actions or suits for the recovery of debts . may. 
be sued or pr<^!^^cu^i^d; and- in all such -actions and suits where the 
said Company shall recover, they shall be entitled to receive full costs. 
of suit.

To be produced 
to officers in co
lonies^

LAWS.
1823.

4 Geo. 4, 
c.,80, 
§■34.

1825.6 Geo. 4, 
c. 107, 
$4.

Manifest to he produced 'hbjf^re clf^e^riing Col-ot^iies.
(32) And be it further enacted, that before aiiy ship 

shall be cleared out or depart from any place in any 
of the British possessions abroad, or from any place in 

China, with any goods for the United Kingdom or for the Isle of Man,
the master of such ship shall produce the manifest to the collector or 
comptroller of the customs,. or other proper officer, who' shall certify 
upon the. same the date of the production the^^oif to him: provided 
always, that in all places within the territorial possessions of the East- 
India Company, the servant of the said Company by whom the last 
despatches of such ship shall be delivered, shall be the proper offcer 
to authenticate the manifest as aforesaid, and in all places in China the 
chief supercargo of the said 'Company shall be the proper officer for 
such purpose. *

No vesseJ to
BegistT^rj of Ships.

(33) And be it further enacted, that no ship or
to any of the privileges or 

advantages of a British registered ship, until the person 
or persons claiming property therein shall have caused the same to' be 
registered in manner hereinafter mentioned, and shall have obtained a 
certificate of such registry from the person or persons authorised to 
make such registry, and grant such certificate as hereinafter directed. 

(34) And

1825.
6 Geo. 4, 
c. 110, 
§2.
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§8.

-^184

JoJlerSjljy ^hom 
to rxrrcisrd in

by two comnais- 
sioners bf cu^ 
toms in Eng^j 
land, Ireland, 
a^d ScotUnd, 
a^d' Uy gover-i’ 
nors, &c., where 
vessels may be 
registered-. „

b (34, ^i^D^,,be,;it 'furttier. er^n^i^^ed, rhnn.', -nhe pmons i’ersoqs nmho- 
nunhori:^(rd. and<i^e^quired to .make such, registry and to make . re

X , in. 1 .1° , g’stry and graingrai^l;. sui^li, x^t^rifi^jntes, shall be the ■ collector and cert!■fcattr.-t-■ , 
comptroller o£. his Majesty’s customs in-any port in . Provision as to 
rthe United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, an, ntMnltn, GibraU 
In the Isle of. Man respectively, in respecn .of . ^S^h^l^^^l.,0•'t,.^.or ^^HCii-gO-r ' 
^^essels to be ther^ registe^^id; and the principal-offi-' .jXcMoftolli^.:. 
cers of his. Majesty’s custorps in the islandis,<^)F- Guernsey ■ tors mid ■ oorapt 
or Jersey, together with the governor, lieutenant-go- jotfeeC’eeci'reddin 
yernor, .or commander-i^^chii^lf .of those .islands respec- crttni^ ■ cabes-e, 
.tively, in • respect of ships or vessels to be -there regis- Ao;sroaybrdonv

1 11 11 * 1 11 /• 1 • iJT hv twn. mmmis-tered i and the collector and comptroller of his M.aj(;rr; - 
ty’s customs of any port in the colonies, plantations, 
islands, and territories to his Majesty belonging in Asia, 
Africa, and .America, together with the governor, lieu- 
tenant-gove^rnor, or commander^ii^-chii^f of such colo- 
mes, plantanions, islands, and territories respectively, 
in respect of ships or vessels to be there regi^tet^(0; and 
the colleC^t^r off. duties at an^ port in the. territories unde^r, the govern- 
•n^ietd of the East-India Company, and ■ otheer- territories bel^onging .ft 
Ms Majesty within the limits of the charter of the said. Company, 
payable to the sai^fl Company, op any other. p^e^r^f^on the ‘cuiht in thp 
said Company' service of senior m.erchant, or . six years standing in 
the said service, being respect,ively appointed. to act in the execution 
o this act by any of the gover^iments ^f the said Company in^ India, 
in any .ports in which there shall be no collector and comptroller. 
his M^ajesty's. customs, in respect of ships or vessels to be there regg- 
tereii; and the governor, lieutenanrigovernor, or colnmnnderjiniChief 
of Malta, Gibraltar, Heligoland, and Cape of Good Hope respectively, 
in respect of ships or vessels to be there registet^rO: provided always, 
that no ship or vessel shall be registered at Malta, Gibraltar, or Heli
goland, except such as are wholly of the built of those places respec
tively, and such ships or vessels shall not be registered' elsewhere ; -knd 
that such ships or vessels so registered shall not be entitled .■ to,t^he 
priv^i^^eges and advantages of British ships, in any trade between the 
said United Kingdom and any of the colonies, plantations, islands Or 
territories in America to his Majesty belonging : provided also, that 
wherever in and by this act it is directed or provided that any act, 
matter, or thing, shall and may be done 'or performed by, ' to,''or . with 
any collector and Comptroller of his. Majesty’s . customs, the same shall 
or may be done or performed by, to, or with 'the princlpa'l offi^’e’rs'pf 
customs in the islands of Guernsey or Jersey, together with the' gover- 

, nor, lieutenann-govr^rnor, or comma^(^(^1^-il^--^l^il^lf of those islands respec
tively, and -also by, to, or with such collector or other person in ' lriOin 
in the service of the EasniIndia Company, as aforesaid, and also by, 
to, or with the gove^^^^l^t, lieutenantigovetnor, or commanderijn-chie^t 

.of
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of Mi^lti^,', Gibraltar, Heligoland, or Cape of Good Hope,-and accord- 
iig.as the' same act, matter, or thing is to be done ot performed at’the 
saiil several and respective places, and within the jurisdiction of the 

.said several persons provided also, that wherever in and
by this, act it is directed or provided that any act, matter, or thing 
.shall w may be done or performed by, to, or with the commissioners 
of hjs Majesty’s customs, the same shall or may be done or performed 
by, to,'or with the said commissioners, or any two or more of them, in 
Englapd, Ireland,or Scotland respectively, and also by, to, or with the 
governor, lieutenant-governor, or commandlB^•^ii^-l^l^i1^if of any place 
where any ship or vessel may be registered under the authority of this 
act, so far as such act, matter, or thing can be applicable to the regis
tering any ship or vessel at such place!.'
What ships are 

entitled to be re
gistered.

(35) And be it further enacted, that no ship or 
vessel shall he registered, or having been registered, 
shall be deemed to be duly registered by virtue of this 

act, except such as are wholly of the built of the said United Kingdom 
or df the Isle of Man, or of the islands of Guernsey or Jersey, or of 
some of the colonies, plantations, islands, or territories in Asia, Africa 
or America, or of Malta, Gibraltar, or Heligoland, which belong to 
his ' Majesty, his heirs or successors, at the time of the building of 
such ships or vessels, or such ships or vessels as shall have been con
demned in any court of admiralty as prize of war, or such ships or 
vessels as shall have been condemned in any competent court as 
l^rfeited for the breach of the laws made for the prevention of the 

■ sli^-ve trade, and which shall wholly belong and continue wholly to 
belong to hiS Majesty’s subjects, duly entitled to be owners of ships 

,' or ' vessels registered by virtue of this act. '

BY-LAWS.
I - .Compahy s-Money only, to he invested in Shipping for the Comply.

It - is ordained, that the Court of Directors shall not invest any of 
^.ttie Company’s' money in shipping, excepting 'for the service of the 
'C^oo^jps^n;y. ' ■
" \ . Act consiAi^idating Shipping Lmuss to be By-I^a^ws.

)ir^hit all the provisions regulating the mode of building, hiring, and 
contracting ' for ships for the service of the Company, which • are -con- 
it^t^ii^^d;, 'in [the act of the 58th Geo. IH, cap. • 83, intituled “ An Act 
“ to amend and reduce into one Act the several Laws relating to 
“ the. Manner , in which the East-India Company • are required to hire 
“ Ships,” shall be and be considered as by-laws of this Company.

' '■ ' Di^r^ectors not to be concerned in Shipping.
■ That no D^i^rector 'of this Company shall, directly or indirectly, 

' tender to the Court of Directors any ship or vessel _ of which he shall 
be

. • HAWS.
1826.

e Geo. 4, 
Cl no,

§ 3.

S 5.

c. 13, ' § 1.

§ 2.

§ s.
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Bst-Laws. 
c. 13, § 3.

§ 4.

UftlPpING ' AND ' -
-.•i'-': - ■ ■ HL, -' -■ ■. • .*»•**,, • 

be an owner ' ot.^^^rt-owner; and that in ci^^^^y ships or shares of 
ships in the- service of the said Company sfiall come to a Director .by 
Rsquisst, or marriajge, or as next of kin of anyip^s^rson who shall die . 
intestanei such ‘Director shall - give notice in, iwiting to the Court of j. 
Directors his being so interested, and shtdl “l&ll: and dispose of his, 
interest in such shippinjg within twelve m^^1^^3e^n after the same 
shall have accrued, or in default there^ff shall SSS^^ble to . be removed 
from the of^ce of a Direct^or- ‘ - ' ’ :

■ ' • 'll f ■ I-• • ' 5* - ‘Tenders ■ to^ express .
That the Cour^ of Directors shall 'not accept - -the tender of any. 

ship but such as shall be first made by one or- more of the owners 
in writing, wherein shall be expressed the names of all the other 
owners. . .

§ 5.

§ 6.

§ 7..

Ships to be emTpl^ojeii in Rotatio^i. ., ,
That all the ships from time to time in the Conspany’s service, ' 

according to their respective .sizes and the places they ' shall be'most 
proper to be sent to, shall be employed in rotation according to the 
times of their return from any voyage, as often as the affairs the
Company shall require their ser^it^t^si; and the owners shall from time 
to time enter into charter-parties for each voyage, giving the like 
powers. and authorities to the Company and their^Court of Direct^t^i^si,' 
committee, agents, and servants, respecting ' the's^aid ships, and the 

. owners, commanders, and officers' ' thO’i^of, as have been accustomed, 
, with power of ■ making such variations in and additions thereto, from 

time to tinie, as "circumstances ' in the judgment and according ,to the 
discretion of the said 'Court may require. ' •

List of Commanders and OJf.ce'rs to he kept. '
That the Cour^ of Directors 'shall, as soon as reasonably may be,; 

from time to time,' preserve and keep a list or register of. all -existing 
commanders and sworn officers which have been or shall be employed 
in the Company’s European mariine service, except commanders and . 

' ofl^cers who have been or shall be dismissed or .removed for raisbe- 
ha■^^ouri or shall have resigned and quitted the ser^vi^e; and all the 
commanders and ' sworn officers of ships already built, now building, 
or hereafter- to be built for the. service of this Company, or taken up 
a# regular ships, shall be selected from sul^ltlisn o.r register, but .with • 
liberty to admit new of^cers to the lowest snanions of sworn officers as 
the service 'may - require, with the approbation of the Court of Direc
tors, so as - always to keep - up a suf^iiient number of commanders and 
of^cers regularly bred in the service. \

Commanders and Offi,cers not to he sworn tiUdidy qualified.,
That no commander or officer shall be sworn, or. allowed to be 

employed as a commander or offcer of .any ship or ships as aforesaid, 
until he ' shall have ' been examined ' in the manner which hath been

• usual,
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usua, and -shall be found and certified fo be dul;,! qualified for the 
station he is - to be-etnployed in, according ttn the .st^ding rules and " 

;ers and eon^j 
_ 1 time -to time

' mak_e-in this - behalf; which rules and "regi^ll^i^ions S^rall and may from 
time to. time -be miried a’'^d■atli^l^led, as circumstances in the judgment 

Directory may - require.

• • b X
station he is ■ to be-etnployed in, according ttn the .stai 
reejultions - of the Court of Directors respecting ofi 
iaan(^eer''^(^ov - existing, or such others as_ they shalt froj

c. 13, § 7.

n toas to the Pay and Piiv:^il^ege Com-
'■ , *; '"nmanders and Officers.

£ourt Directors shall from ti^^ to time make such
il^nd regulations as shall appear to them to be just and 

iilllirtain the pay and privilege of the commanders and 
i^i^lloyed in the Company’s ships as aforesaid, and the 

coniplled ’̂With by the owners of the ships, and the 
H je restrsuned from removing any commander, or dimi

O’ privilege assigned to any commander or offcer after 
1 have been regularly appointed and confirmed, without 
of the Court of Directors. - .

No Ofce in Ships, to be sold.
mander, owner, or part-owner of any ship freighted by 
irectors, shall sell any ofl^iie of mate, purser, gunner, 

ny inferidr of^ce, or take any fee or reward whatsoever, 
iredtly, for any of the stud offices or employments on 
psi so freighted, and that upon pn^c^lf made thereo:f to 
irectors, such commander, mate, purser, gunner, boat
inferior off.cer shall be disclh^iged the serviice of this 

d that any owner, part-owner, or commander of any 
ship fr^ii^hled as aforesaid who shall sell ' any such office as . aforesaid, 
upon proi^f’ made ther^i^if to the said Court of -Directors,' shall forfi'eit 
to - the ■Compan;y, for every such offence, double the sum for which any 
such ofice shall be sold, to be deducted out of the freight and deiho- 
raige to grow due for the said ship.

Char^-Parties to providefo>r Meeting the By-Lams.
That in - all the charter-parties and agreements relating to shipping, 

proper clauses shall be inserted for the carrying into effect all these 
by-laws relating to shipping, and to the commanders and officers of 
ships.

§ 8.

§ 9.

§ 10.

P^a^rl^'^Qvme'r to seU, an;y Pos^ on bof^r^d Ship.
’ That hereafter no owner or part-owner of ■ any ship, or any com

mander or other person shall, directly or indirectly, sell or take any 
gratuity or consideration, ■ nor shall any person or persons buy, pay, or 
give any gratui^t^y or consideration for the eommand oii any ship or 
ships to be freighted to the Co^j^^i^yy; and in case any such contract, 
payment, , or gift shall be made, the commander or intended com-, ■ 

■ mander

§ II.
    

 



-AND NAVIGATION.

Bt-TLaws. mancf^JgsBic^^Afd dif s’.af^ from thenceforth be incapable of 
c —11 beiii^-eriii|jl ot the C^orajpi^niy in any capacity whatso-

c' ■’ 1 ■ *>6 for the ' Court of Directors to discharge
the sWp'froHi.'ttiel if they shall think fit: and more
over, ihe respecli-fe ps ■•ties to s^ch contract ■ receiving, paying, or 
gi^^i^jg,’''t^r ^c^c^nl^rac^ling^jo -j^agg i^ceive, or give, sh^l~se\VS3lly‘pay 
damages to the Oo^any at the • rrte of double the su||!553^«jfeiv^ or ] 
to be received, paid, or given, and all the parties sh^llj^r^r^alyi^ to 
discover such transactions as aforesaid, and aU tlie rdirettmstaaeeg 
relating thereto, by answer, upon oath, to a bill in i 
not plead or demur thereto ; a^d for that purpose pippef elaui^s ^a^*. 
be inserted in a^l shipping a^r^ements. ; "■''r*'-'
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. in

on moving the resolutions adojpted by Parliament 

r which | the slave-trade is described to be “ contrary 
**'to the principled of justice, humanity, and sound policy,” de* 

cli^rrd, that so was he impressed with the vast importance
and necessity of attaining what would be the object of his 
motion that night, I that if, during the almost forty years that he 
had had the hoppur of a seat in Parliament, he had been so 
fortunate as to ^ccpmplish that, and that only, he should think • 
he . had.doneiJpoiigh, and could retire from public life with 
comfort, an^hteon^i^i^ous satisfaction that he had done his duty. 
I' It pleased Providence to deprive the country of the services 
of that eminent statesman, at the close of the year in which 
he made the above declaration ; but it has been permitted to 
Mr. Wii^berforce to witness, in the honourable retirement which 
he has chosen, the success attendant upon his unceasing eiforts 
in the cause of suffering humanity.

In very briefly adverting to a few of the details connected with 
the measures which have been adopted for the abolition of 
the slave-trade, there is not the . slightest desire to add to the 
excitement which the discussion of the subject has invariably 
occasioned. The determination of the Legislature to pur
sue “ a course of temperate but authoritative admonition,” 
founded upon the resolutions adopted in May 1823, and the 
disposition manifested by his Majesty’s Government to afford 
every facility. to the discovery and suppression of the illicit 
traffic, is calculated to encourage the itiost sanguine expec
tations that the total abolition will be gradually, but securely 
effected. ,

2 Y The
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■» .a- e si.ii tu Ss-ive been ■ engaged in the traffic in
e -Lxprs %er^e f^utfrc^m hiis
oerai : ’ ' .unt w^l^^nee hiy ^ildd w^idt 

.ere they were sold as ilwvei, jnd a 
.agar, end ginger, ship]^'jfflEfn^a^^d. - 
.’j 71,115 negroes we^irf, - UT^..o^t:ed into 

jnic^ of f30 each slaffe

690

1l

• The FTijiii ■ -l
slaves ir 1562, when 
try for .e coast . 
negroes ibr H^iipa>.^ 
return caisgo of hii^ce,

From 1752 io ) iV.
Jammc^ at an ?,v. jniice of f30 each slaffe ihe - returns
in the latter year rated the number of slaves - at; , Gesn
ra^ O’BEa^a^ the governor of Senegambia, rlporil'd in 1766- ihai 
the number of negroes annually shipped from. Afri<t mounted 
to 70,0001 .

The Legislature of Jamaica^ in 1774, - levied' a duty on !
every slave imported, not so -much on accouui.o^f rev^tf
as a measure of selr■^p^r^l^servation,^;' intended to r^hlik. th^rex- 
cessive importation of negn^i^f^.: . t^l^^ch- had hlcowll an objlci 
of much apprehension, the number^^^^ the. kl^and 
220,000, -of whom 5(^^00' were fencible men,; wdilii ihriVbXl 
population, of every - descriptiom did . hot ex^lxrd 16X)00. '

In April 1774, the House. of ' Commons reiulvl^^;• io insiiiutl 
an inquiry into the state of the African trader -and .-t^te -.appli* 
cation -of the sum annually voted, by Parliameni, - am.ouutirlg ■ 
in ' the aggregate for - the preceding sixteen years .■ to nearly 
£^'^(^O,OC^O» It clearly appeared that the governors of - the. rorti . 
on - the coast ■ had engrossed more than onl-ha^Jr of;, the . -wholg 
British tr^e, and having the pre-empiion of the - best ilaVes, 
they engaged very largely in -that trarSc. ,, ,r;

In 1788, Mr. - WlH^i^j^iorce gavp noiIce of his intention -to 
bri^g in a bill reipecting the ' slave-trade. Mr. FoX- also - sigpi- 
fied that he proposed to bring the subject before Pa^r]^iamlni, 
On the 11th February in that year, the King in council directed 
the Committee of Council for Trade to inquire info the- staie 
of that -part of Africa where the- slaves were bought, the m^^^er 
of -obtaining themj the mode -of their traniportation and sale, 
and the errects of - the slave trade upon the colonies and general 
commerce of the kingdom. The report was favourable ' to -the 
state of Africa for -commerce; it described the nlgroei as - gene
rally mild - and inorrensive, but stated “ that the - ilave-trade■had 

a natural tendency to make both the natives and the people 
“ employed
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“ employed in it ferocious.”- It was ag^j^rt^ied that _ slaves were • 
bred up for sale as cattle m-<^1tlher ccunt^ujeji; many were also 
made slaves for debt; and -v^lhen tbe^ demand was .great, the 
King's chiefs and black traders -made - no scruple of seizing and 
ca^i^r^ing off the i^n^habitants of whole villages. The mode of 
their being '.brought' down to the-’ coast, of their shipment, and 
of the treatment of them during the voyage,- are described .' in 
terms calculated to - excite feelings of horror and astoni^sh^- 
ment, that ’ human beings were found capable of embarking

- in such an- -abominable traffic. The 'lamentable effects of the 
slave-trade upon the seamen engaged in it were likewise 

—t^^s^rew-t jhe whole of -the habitable part of the vessel being 
* hl^d w^^lhrhe living’ cargo, the seamen had’ no place to - lodge in 

during-the voyage - from - Africa to the We^st-Indies, usually 
termed- ’the middle-passage; 'they were consequently obliged to 
sleep upon- the booms, under the booms in the boats, in the 
tops,- or wherever they could find any spare room above deck, 
where, if they had Hot an awning, they wer^- exposed to the 
scorc^^ng heat - of the’ sun, ' and frequently to torrents of rain. 
There were’ repeated complaints - of bad and scanty provisions 
and wat^t^t^r .-and of cruel treatment, for the purpose, as. was 
alleged, ’ of provoking the seamen to desert from their vessels 
in the We^i^l^-^l^ndies, that their w^jges might be forfeited to the 
own^i^ss: this was exemplified by the return rolls of seamen, 
embarked in eighty-eight vessels in 178© and 1787 -; the- num
ber shipped being 3,170; of that number, 642 died,- or -were ' 
j^osf; 1,100 were discharged or deserted, leaving only 1,428 who 

'*'r£^tl^)^l^^'d to’ England - ! It was calculated that - three - times as 
many seamen were- lost in the slave-trade as in all other 
bra;^^^hes - of trade put together.

In 1778’ an act was’ p^sed to regulate the shipping -and 
car^^i^g slaves in British vessels fr^m the coast of Africa; 
commissioners were at the same —me appointed to investigate 
the claims which ^ght be preferred on account of losses suf
fered by the operation of that act. In 1789, the act was renewed, 
and some additions were made to prevent the turning off of the 
seamen in the West-Indies, of treating them barbarously and 
starving them, in order ’to force them to ’ desert theirvessels and 
. 2 Y 2 forfeit

    
 



692 SLAVE-TRADE.

• forfeit their \vages: t^e-v^^ivges due 'to deserters were no longer' 
to sink into the poc^k'ets of the owners, but to be paid to Green
wich Hospit^gl., In~lT91,Hhe Sierra Leone Company was esta
blished by Act of Parliament. The 'gentlemen who originated 
it believed that the trade in slaves was an insuperable obstacle 
to the civilization and cultivation of Africa, aatl tllht'-"T’’tEose 
objects were duly attended to and encouraged,'.Ari•!Cg‘n)i'ght 
soon' become a ' source of raw mattjirijlh ' and 't'bs 'miiirtxsi ' in', 
extensive trade for British manufactures. r ^.'b vi <1,

This opinion appears to receive conlB^t^mation fsohs tbeiwork' 
just published by 'Major Denham and .Capt. C^itpp^i^t 
discoveries in Southern and Central Africa, in 
of ; 'the 'province of Bornou, which, with one extsep^iiMjjidjWire''- 
most important power in Central Afi-ica, the ngl^wrgBm'de- 
scribed 'as being desirous of exchanging wh£it^<fver ' th'si®' coiffl^ttj 
produces fo:r 'the manufactures of ' the ' more ■enligh’b?ned it ;ttkittg 
of the north. ' Unfortunately, the principal returrii.ws^iichMoo^; 
ish merchants obtain 'for their goods'eon'sists in slaws. 'aTlibe 
unhappy victims are handed over to the j■gnd-.■^'egtg»
traders, who are waiting with their northern produce':to tg®pt ■ 
the cupidity of the slave merchants' of Sbudan, Stor^ou being' 
only a place ' of rendezvous. Neither the Sheikh himse^^ nor the 
Bornou people carry on this traffic 'without feel^ings! of- disgust, 
which ■ even habit cannot conquer. Of the -existence o^-a foreign 
slave ' trade, or one which consigns the unfortunate creatures to 
Christian masters,' they are not generally 'aware at Bornou.

“ The eagerness,” Major Denham observes, “ with which all 
clgsses'' listened to our proposals for establishing: 'a frequent 
communication by means of European merchants, and the pro
tection promised by the Sheikh to such as shall arrive within , 
the' sphere of his influence, particularly if they were 'English, 
excites an anxious hope that some measures will be .adopted ■ 
for directing the labours of a population of millions to some- 

■ thing more congenial to humanity and philanthropy tlian the 
practice of a 'system of predatory warfare, which has chiefly 
for its object the procuring of slaves' as the readiest and most ' 
valuable property to trade with on every appearance of the 
merchants from the north at their markets.” •

In
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. In 1792, five hundred and nineteen petitions were.presented * 
to Parliament, praying an abolition of the slave-trade.', • >■’
, In 1794, a bill passed the House • of Commons for abolishing 
that, branch of the slave-trade which supplied foreign colonies 
with slaves, but it was .thrown out in the Lc^rds,

In 1797, .the 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 119, was passed, declaring 
tliat .negroes. w'<^:re no longer liable to .be seized and sold for the 
debts ,of; their prof^i^^^ettc^n-. ■> - , ■ i

In 1799, the 39th Geo, III, cap. 80, was passed, under which 
no ship could ■ enter .or clear out for the purpose. of shipping or 

, carryiinig .daves from Africa, except at the ports of London, 
Liverpcol,,V^nd Bristd. That act contained a provision against 
the. recovery, under. a policy of insur^a^E^t^i^* . for loss on account 
of thro'^^ing slaves !> ■ . . i
; . It has already been . observed, that in 1806, Mr, Fox brou'gh't 
forward a motion for. the. abolition of the slave^tn^t^^,.. The 
resi^^lution adopted . ..was in the following. terms : “ That this 
“ ^^onse, .i^ioncei^ing the .African slav<^y|^i^i^d'e. to be contrary .to" 
5‘ the principles of jus^t;i(^<^: humanity, and sound .polim',, .will.. 
“ . with all practicable - expedition, proceed to take:' effectual 
“ .measures for abolishi^n^g;. >the said trade, in such manner . and 
“. at such period as may be deemed advisable.” A . conee^f 
re^ce was desired. with the Lords upon a matter which thd 
refutation of the country for humanity, justice, and sound pd- 
licy was deeply interested. An address was voted to his Majts^tj,- 
bese^c^hing his Maj’esty to take measures for establishing, by* 
negcciat^!^c^Il with foreign powers, a concert and agreeinent for 
abolishing the African slave-trade. On the 25th March .180*7- 
the 47th Geo. HI, cap. 36, was passed for the abolition of the 
trade nnom the 1st May 1807. • r

, On the 15th June 1810, . the House of Commons. resolved 
nemfne comtrad^^f^f^nte^ “ that an humble address be present<^^to his^* 
“ Majesty, expressive of their deep regret that the elnorts used 
“ .to induce noneign nations to concur in relinquishing the dis-^i 
“. .graceful commerce of the African slave-trade -has been at- ' 
“ tended with so little success;” also, .the surprise and indigna
tion .which the House felt at . learning that .persons in this, country 
had not .scrupled, to continue, in a clandestine and fraudulent 
manner, the detestable traffic in slaves, . and that early in the

2 Y 3 ensuing
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■ session the House determined to take into considera
tion such measures as would tend effectually to prevent such 
daring violation of the law. An act was accordingly passed in 
May '1811, for rendering more effectual the provisions con
tained in the act of 1807, declaring that any ■ subject or. persons 
residing in the United Kingdom, or in any of the dominions 
belonging to his Majesty, or under the government olf the Kas#- 
India Company, carrying on the slave trade, should,',e'. dc-larcd 
felons. ' ■ ‘ :

■ In May 182^, Mr. Fowell Buxton, a zealous advocatie for 
the 'total ' abolition of the slave^-^l^i^a^c^*^ brought forwaj'd,aonotion, 

that the state of slavery is repugnant to the prirn. Iplgsof the 
“ British . constitution and of the Christian ' 'rel^i^d^'PM''A^at 

■« 'it ought to be. abolished gradually. throughoitoMtei'l^ift^Wi 
colonies, with as much expedition as may be foimtt Htani^istent 

“ with a due regard to the- well-being of the'; jtestite’BOh- 
eerned.”' ‘ "■ • ' - Jio;;*

' ■ Mr. Canning, whilst he concurred in many pOfriS' urj^eddy 
Mr^ I^ris^ton, - stated that there wer^' t^i^^e^rs wliij^:'' ■' r^idr^ 
mor^- mature consideration, and - concluded by' submi^g 
three resolutions to the adoption of the Hocused silvhieh were 
agreed to' without a division, viz. ■ *

“ “ That it is expedient' to adopt effectual and decisive mea- 
“ sures for amelioratinjg the condition of the slaye population ■“ 

of . his. Majesty's colonies. / .,t ■
'I “ .'That through a determined and vigorous, but.at th<e sam^ 
** time jud^icious and .temp^e^l^stt<^; enforcement of such measures, 

' this House looks forward to a progressive . impsovenielit-in 
the ' character of the slave population, such as -may 'psepase 

“ them 'for a participation in those civil rights and privileges 
“ which are ' enjoyed by other classes of his 'Majesty’s ' subjecte. 

' “ That this House is anxious for the accomplishment of
“ these purposes at the earliest period that may be, consis- 
“ tently with 'the. welfan^- ■ of the-s^^^a^ves themselves, 'the well- 
“ being of the colonies, .and 'a fair 'and equitable consideration 
“ the state of property therein.” “

These resolutions were communicated in a circular ' letter 
.from Earl Bathurst, dated the ,24th May, addressed to the 
'functionaries of the differient islands, recommending the adop- 

' tion
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tion of measures for the amelioration of the condition of the ■ 
«lave popnlation. They embraced provisions for religious 
instruction of slaVes: the consequent abo^lition of Sunday 
marke^is^j Ihe. abolition of the practice flogging female slaves,
the regulation of the punishment of male slaves, ' the preven
tion of the separation of husband and wife, and infant chil
dren from the mother, on the s'ale of slaves, the giving security 
to the property of slaves by, . establishing savings-banks of 
deposit, the establishment of facilities for the manumission of 
slaves, and", finally, the allowing the evidence ■ of slaves to be 
received, under certain regulations, in courts of justice. Con
siderable indisposition .was manifested in Dominica, Tobago, 
Barbadoesj aiid ■ Jama.i(^!j,.to .meet the wishes and recommen
dation pf;the . mother ' countr^y: it. was consequently deter^ned 
jto tryvfhe proposed .plan of improvement in one of the con- 
.quered. colonies ' wholly governed by the crown, without the 
intervention of legislative ajssemb^lies. Trinidad was sele(;ted 
for . the experiment. An order ■ in council, dated the lOth of 
March,. was accord^^ngly issued, containing a system ■ of regula
tions for the slaves in that. island. An abstract of the pro
visions contained in these regulations, too interesting to b^ 
omitted, . is inserted as a note.*. Ministe^i’s further- man,i- 

; . • . . fested
' • By tills Oi^iJer, the Procurator . Syndic of the Cabildo of the town of Port of Spain 
was confirmed in his ancient ofSicie of protector and guardian of slaves, wit^ new 

.bo0our%’and..under new regulations the com.mai]dants of the sevi^ita^ quat^rs Of the 
is^p^ were decided assi^it^l:-protec^rs and guardians o^ sl^^ies; and notice of all 
suits .and actions agaiins^ slaves wa^ required to be . given to the . gu^dian, who wa^ 
obliged to attend, the trial of the c^use. All .markets were to be discontinued on 

'■ Sunday,' and the emplo^^^i^  ̂of any slave in labour, between sunset on Saturday ^d 
: siinnsh on Hlonda^;,-was strictly prohibited. It wa^ decl^e^ unla^ul. to carry the ■ 

whip .ps . an emblem of authority. ■■ .
The practice of f^^gging females wa^ ab^^isl^^d; and in cases formerly punished 

by f^^j^j^^ing, it wa^ proposed to . substitute imprisonment, or confiine^e^nt in the 
stocks, .for females. The governor was; besides, authorized to substitute any other 
punishment wh^ch might . not be inconsistent with the genera^, .spirit of the regu^ 
laiion^. . ■

With respect to the punishment of the male part of the slave population, the order 
in council provided th^t no slave should be punished foir any offence until twentjt- 
four hours ^ler its commission should have elap^; that in no instance should 
more than twenty-five. lashes be given i^ one da^; that no second punisi^inent sho^d 

. , take
2 V4
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fested th4 sincerity of their intentions by 'introdueing an act* 
consolidating and amending the laws relating to the aboli- 

i tion
take place, U^til the person o^ the slave was free from any lacerations which might have 
heen occasioned by the f^rst ; and th^t no punishment whatever should take
place, unless one person of free condition were present, in addition to him by whom or 
by whose authority the punishment was inflicted. A record-book was to be kept on 
every pfai^tt^i^on or estate throughout the island, in which the owner or manager was 
required to 'record the punishments inflicted on slaves, particularizing the number df 
lashes inflicted, if ihe stripes exceeded three, the reasons foi" tlie punishment, and 
the uamns of the persons attending it. Copies of tjie^e records were to be returned, 
pt a f^xed period, to the commandant of t^e quarter iu which fhe etstate or plantation 
.i^I^^re the infliction took place was situated. "

To encourage marriages among the slaves, it was ordered thtit* if ^e two slavet 
O'btained the consent of the^^ master, and ■ produced tliis consent to thd' gusutdan 'and 
pt^of^ector, he should give directions that the ma^iage should be solemnized, accoijding 
Jo the 'p^'tes^uf the, Church of England, tlie Ronaan p^t^holic ritual, or flie Presbytepan 
forms^ as should be most agreeable to tlie partit^^. The marriage thus authorized and 

, solemnized was to be recorded in a book or register K^pt by the guaKiian, Should 
the master of the slaves refuse his con-sent, they might inform the guardian df thii 
R^lfus^, •und apply to him for instruction ' how to gi^cew^* - Ob'this applieati(aii the 
g^u^^a^diun was authorized to c^l the^aster Or, oyl^ysa^(^^a before ■ b^Im;"^<t Iicu' ffis motive 
for resisting the proposed mo^l^j^'e; and if that motive appeared unrcasonablct or if 
his conduct was evidently aabitraryt he might, notwithstanding such refusal, authorize 
the union of 'the parties. As a consequence of this provision 'for promoting the 
tiua^Ma^i^^-i'^i^^'n, an enactment was haturally called-' for, to preverit the sdjpuratidn o^ 
those who had been united in maaloa^c. It wa^ thcacfoae provided, tha^ in the sale 
jqr ' taansfea of ma^ed slaves, husband and wife - should not be separated, hut should 
be sold in one lot, and taansfcaaed to one masft^ir; and that their, cilildrcnt if they 
had any from the maraiaget shoiuld go along w^th the parents. ' n '

The' next provision went to secure to slaves thei^ paopertyt by a posirive law, and to 
enable them to dispose of it by bequei^s:; which they could not do before,; ekcept .bjf 
the consent of their- masters. By this ordeat they were enabled to sue in, *heir own 
names, to make an advantageous use of their property by laying out their- funds at 
intcac^^t and to dispose of it, with its accumulations, by bequei^t., The money .of any 
'hlave being deposited in a bank, and duly recorded, his disposal of it, at all. times; 
(^(^i^ud be valid. Other regulations provided facilities for the manumission o^ sla'vef^,' 
Tt was enacted that the price of reglstaation of manumitted slaves should he paid 
not by ' the slave but by the state. The slavq was to have a right to puachasct 
not only his own freedom, but that of bis wife, of his child, his sister, or his 
baothea. If any difl^t^iulty arose respecting the paicCt it was to be transferred to 
the guardian or paotcctoat who was t^ arbitrate between the parties, ^e order fur
ther pro^^^eid, ' that -a slave 'should be received as a witness, and be' allowed to' give 
bis'evidence on oat^, provided he could procure a ceatiricat^ from the minister ofthe 
^(^ta^blished Church, or from a^y other clergyman whose minis^tions he' attended,' 
that, upon examination, that minister or clergyman was satisfied that the slave wa^ so 

far
» 5th Geo, IV, cap. 113.
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tioa of the slave-trade, and declaring all persons dealing' ■ ja . 
slaves on the high seas guilty of piracy, felony, and robbery.

As regards India, the Marquis Cornwallis, ■ when governor
general, so far back ■ as July 1789, issued a 'proclamation, advert
ing to information whicli had' been received by the Gove^i^r^n^tm^, 
that many natives and ■ some Europeans had been ■ engaged in 
collecting and purchasing slaves of both sexes, children as well 
as adults; ■ and to prevent such practice in future, and to deter 
by the most exemplary punishment parties' front being con-
earned “ ' in such inhuman and detestable traffic,” Government 
had resolved to prosecute, at the expense of ■ the Company, all 
persons' who 'might thereafter be concerned in such ■ trade, and 
laying ■ down sundry regulations for the discovery of offenders 
and prevention .of flie^ trade-. ■ , -

Oh' the 30th ■ of that month ■ Captain Horeborrow, of the 
ship Friendship, was indicted on ' the prosecution of the Com
pany, for assaulting and carr_ying away forcibly ■ to the island of 
Ceylon, and there selling as slaves, natives of India, procured 
through a French- resident ■at Chanderi^ia^t^i^e; they consisted 
of males and feniales to the number of 130, ■ and were originally 
intended for the Mauritius. The trial lasted till nine at night, 
when, the jury■ brought ■in their verdict guilty. On the 5th of 
August.the defendant was brought up and sentenced to be im
prisoned for three' months, to pay a ■ fine of 500 rupees, and 
to give security for his future good behaviour for three years, 
him^(^!Lf in a bond of 10,000 rupees, and two sureties in 5,000 
rupees each.

The O^liy clause of the act of 1824 which is given in the 
Woirk, ■is the 19 th section, declaring the dealing in slaves to be 
piracy. Certain provisions are contained in that act, by which 
persons may purchase slaves lawfully, being within any island, 
colony, &c., provided such slaves are to be employed in that 
islai^d; such slaves may also be removed coastwise, or by land, 

to

fa^ instructed in religious knowledge, as to be sensible of the obb'gation an oatb.
A register wa^ to be kept by the guardian of slaves^ in which the quaiiheations were 

. to be recorded. Subject^, to this regulation, the testimony of slaves wa^to bo receive^
in all civil exc^p^ whero the interests of their masters were con^<^i^iK<d; and in ■ 
pH criminal cases, except where • the life of a white persou was at stake.
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. Oo any othe^lP' part df nO^te - same - island, or, permissinn nf the
aoveri^t^i^,. fo any island forming part of the same colonial 

' aovernme;nt. His Majesty in council may auohnrize, until the 
31st July 1827, the removal of slaves from ■ any British island 
in the West-Indies to another there, . in- ca^e it shalil appear 
that such removal is essential for the -welfare of the slaves. 
Convict slaves may be OransporOed from a British island to a 
foreign - settlement. Domestic slaves may accompany their 
m^ter under certain regulations.- Certain prt^i^l^ejs WIOS foreign 
p^ci^wers for the - prevention of traffic in slaves are recited ip 
the act. - With Portugal in 1813 and-. with- Spain in 
1817 ami 1822; and with the Netherlands .in -1818 and 1822.

On the 19'th May 1826 Mr. Brougham' submitted the fnllnw- 
ing motion to- the Hou^e of Commons, with, -refe^i^i^t^^^ ^to. the 
Resolutions -of . the Houses of May -1823;
. “/That 'this House has observed, with’the - deep^^;re^ir^e^p 
“ thaf nothing effectual has been done in theiL^ag^ishttive 
“-■ Assembjlies of the colonies- in ' the West Indies, in ' cois- 

pliancewith -the declared wishes .mf (joyernment^ and of the 
resolution - of --this House passed- on- the ^^tti, May 1823, 

e ' tOuchinai■ the condition of the - slaves- ; -and-- this Ho^use;- oheFe- 
O*'fore,‘pledges its^Uf early - in the hextOessdii,'O^C take intc 
“Mjts. mostserious consideraoion such measures as maype necesr 

s^’y Oc..aiye effect to -the said -resoluOion.”'^ ■
The motion -w^ negatived by 100 to 38. '

I- ! ■ . '

LAWS.

1/AWS.

1811.
51 Gc^t^. 3,

c. 23,
A.!':..

be ■ dominioYis' 
belonging to biis 
Majesty, ■ tarry
ing on the slave 
trade, or any way 
en^aoeo ohc^<^u^, 
shall be-declared

. D^eclarcd Felony.
(1) - Be B en^ac^d tjy th^y ^KrnKii glostc^celleetlWo- Subjects ecjset- 

jesty, by and with the advice and -consent of the lords oCvnOeV‘KUlgU 
spiritusl and tei^l>oral, - and commons, in this present dom, or any ■ of 
Tarliament assembled, and by the authority of the *' 
same, that if any subject or subjects of his Majesty, or 
IF'any person or persons residing or being within this 
Tfnited Kinadom, or in any of the Islands, colonies, 
dominions, forts, settlements, factories or territories shaii ue declared 
mow or hereafter belonging thereto, or being in his - ,
Majesty's occupation or possession, or under the aovernment of the 
United Company of Merchants tradii^ig to the EasOuIndies, shall, from 

■ and
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c. 23, 
§ 1.

699
I

aiid after, .the ■ first day of June .next,- by Inta or themselves,, or by his . I,AWS. 
or their factors or agents, or otherwise howsoever, carry away or re- '{gjif 
move, or aid or assist in the carrying away or removing, as a slave or 53 geo* 3, 
slaves,, or for the purpose of being sold, transferried,,used or dealt with . ”
a^ a slave or . slaves, any person or persons whatsoever- from any part of 
-Africai or from any other country, territory or place whatsoever, either 
imraedii^ite]^^ Or by.transhipment at, sea or otherwise, directly or indi
rectly; dr shall .import or bring, or aid or assist, in the importing or 
bringing .into any island, • country, territory .or place whatso
ever, any such person or persons as aforesaid for the purpose afori^i^s^iil; 
or shall Jncjowi^n^ly' and' Wlfull;^ ship, -embark, receive, detain or con
fine on board any . ship, vessel, or boat any such person- or .persons - as 
nforesaidj for the purpose - of his, her,, or their . being so carried away or 
remoKed,.imported, or brought .as aforesaid, or of being sold, transfer-; 
red, used, or dealt- with as a slave or sla'^^^; or shall knowingly and 
wilfully use or employ,- or . permit to be - used or employed, or let or 
take to freight or'on hire, any ship . oi .vessel 'to be used or employed in 
carrying away or removing, 'importing, .dr bringing, or 'for thep^wposb 
pf carriying awa^y or ■ removing, importing,..or bringing as. aforesaid, 'any 
such 'person or .persons as .aslave .or,slaves, or ' for the purpose of his, 
her, or their being sold, •-l^ransUerred, used, or dealt. with as a slave or 
slav^is; or shall fit out or ' be fitted 'out, or shall take the
charge or coAi^t^i^td ’of, '‘0f' navigate, dr enter . and embark ' on' board 
any such-s^hip^or vessel as'master or captain, mate, supercarjgp or, 
surgeon,, kno-'^^i^ig 'that such ship or vessel is actually employed, or i% 
in the 'same voyage for which he .or they shall so enter or embarh on 
board, intended to be employed in carrying or removing, importing or 
bringing'as aforesaid any such person or persons as, or for ' the ' pur
pose of his, her, or their being sold, transferred. Used, or dealt trith as 
a slave or sl^^i^is; then and .in every' such case the person .or pemons 
so offending, . and their counsellors, aiders, and abettors, shall be and 
are hereby declared to be felons, and shall be transported beyond the 
seas for a term not exceeding fourteen years, or shall be confined and 
kept to hard labour for a term not exceeding five years, nor less than 
three years, at the discretion of the court before whom such offender 
or offenders shall be tried and convicted.

Dechared Piracy. ' ,
(2) And be it further enacted, that if any subject of

1 srtj
(t.

Deailiiig in ( _______ _ ______ _____ _ —
se^^'^&V^to'be subjects of his Majesty, or any person or persons resid- 
deemed piracy. "
ments, factories^ or territories,, now or hereafter belonging to his 
Majesty, or being in his Majesty’s occupation or possession, or under 
the Government of the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East-Indies, shall, except in such cases as are in and 
by this act permitted, after the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-five, upon the high seas, or in any haven, 
. river,

ing or being within any of the dominions, forts, settle-

i.

‘18^.
5 Ged. 4.
c. 113,
5 19.    
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LAWS. . river, creek, or place where the admiral has jui^isdiction, knowingly 

1824.
5 Geo. 4»

c. 3,19.

and wilfully carry away, convey, or remove, or aid or assist in carry
ing A^^y, conveying or removing, any person or persons as a slave 
or slilvve, or ffr the ppurpse oo hh^, hee, or then’ bang impoi^t^ieor 
brought vs v slave or slaves into any island, colony, cruntry, terri
tory, or place whatsoever, or, for the purpose of his, her, or their 
being sold, transferred, used or dealt with as v slave rr slaves, or shall 
after the said ' first day of January one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty^-five, except in such cases, as .are in and by this act permitted, 
upon the high seas, or within the jul^isdrctron aforesaid, knowingly 
and wilfully ship, embark, receive, detain, or crgfrge, or assist in 
shrppigg,^ etgbarkrgg, receiving, detaigi^^gg.or'.«^I^fii^i^g;on.'brardany 
ship,, vessel, or boat, any person, .or persons for the ,■^l^l^oo^(^.t_f hi^ 
her, or, their being carried awiay, conveyed, .of removed as.a.slgve,OK 
slaves, or for the purpose of. his, her, • or . the^ir', being imofted or 
b^ought^-. as a slave or slaves into any island,' • c0logy, cougtry,' terri
tory • of'place , wh^a^t^s^oe^ver, dr for'the pufpose'of 'hisj her. Of • teeir.beigg 
so^lti* tl^l^£g^sferred,, used,, or • dealt- wilth asla slave or. slav(K^,,lthena^gd iq 
every such case ..the person or persons so o^fegding..shall, ,be_d^£^^i^medi 
and adjudged -guilty , of 'piracy, fel^i^i^;^,^ pgd robbery, ag(^,Jb,^ii^{i crg-, 
victed thereof shall suffer death, without benefit of clergy,. and .lrss 
of "lands, goods, and -chattels, as prl^atbsi, felons, arid robbers uorg the 

. seas ought -to suffer. ' ‘"re
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THE SOVEREIGN.

The ■ East-India Company owe their original establishment, 
and the privileges then* conferred upon them, to her Majesty ' 
Queen * Elizabeth, ' who incorporated them by royal charter bear
ing date the,31,st*Ma^r^h 1600. . His Majesty James, I, at thj 
commencement!, * of his- .permitted licenses to ,-be .issued to
private*. merchants. The'K^ing, however, in the'* year 
admitted the infraction tO be Unwise and impolitic, and made the* 
ekclusive privileges of .the Company permanent. The jealousy 
of the Hutch at the rising trade of the .English in. the Eastern 
seas led to the massacre at Amboyna in 1622. The King .int^trsj 
posed to obtain redress, but died before any reparation ■ was 
made either to the nation or the Company. King Charles I 
renewed the attempt to effect redress from .the States-General 
to the Company, and proceeded to retaliation on the home
ward-bound ships of the Dutch. The rising factions in England 
lessened the authorities of the crown. The civil wars that suc
ceeded, from 1642 to 1649, together with the establishment of 
the Commonwealth in 1651, and the Protectorate in 1653, 
were greatly to the prejudice of the Company’s interest. At 
the ' restoration of King Charles II, in 1660, ■ they obtained a 
confirmation of the charter and of their exclusive .priv^^lejgei;; 
their interests were uniformly protected by the crow^; they 
received recommendations of the King to the sovereigns in 
whose dominion the seats of their trade were situated; the 
islands of Bombay and St. Helena were conferred upon the 
Comj^^i^iy; the power of making war or peace with the native 
princes was vested in them; also the right to coin money current 
in the countries in which they traded. At the solicitation of the 
Company, his Majesty King James II, in 1687, was pleased to 
erect . Madras, then the principal seat of government in India^ 

into
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• into a corporation. A ' question arose • whether such charter 
should proceed from the King under the great seal ofEngland,' 
or from the Company under its broad seal. On the 12th 
E^ec^e^mber 1687, the i-^s^'alt was communicated to Madras in 
the following termis:— ,

“ The Governor ' and Deputy were cc^mtnanded■ last night, 
being Sunday, to attend 'his Majestic at the Cabinet Council, 

“ when ' our intended charter for incorporating Port St. George 
“ into a body politique, consisting of mayor, aldermen, and 
^‘burgesses, was largely .debated before' his Majestic.' One 
‘f of the council. {being a lawyer) seemed; to he ofopinion, 

that it was best the ' charter .should ';pass;ii^m^m^e^diately by the 
King, under the'great seal. HislMajesde asked'theiGo-vt^i^i 

’ nof his' opinion, ' who replied, that 'what, his Maj^itie 'thodgh^
best the Company would alwaye think so; but if his Mai- 

“ jestie expected' the .Governor’s 'private opinion, ‘he '.had ' ever 
been of .opinion that no person in' India 'should be' employed 
by itnmediate'.commission from' 'his Majesty, because, if 'they 

*;were,"they. 'would be.prejudiciall to our «^]^vice 'by their 
arrogancy '■and.^i^^^i^^i^iiciall 't(^' themselves,'because' the' wind' 

“ -of ext^raordinar;y'honour in their Jie^a^ds - would,.pjrt^l^E^bly, 
make the^mi, so ' haughty*and O^i^r^^i^iarin^g-' thalt Wcs'^i^ioul'd ' be 

“' forced ' to remove them. .Tn Conclusi^r,,' his .-Majest^'^-' did so 
“ apprehend it as to think it best that the charter'should' go 
“ 'under our Own seal.” : . '

The support' which the Company received from ' their .'Ma
jesties King Char^es-and ''James II, induced them to. adopt 
measures to establish 'themselves ' as an Indian power at Bombay, 
Madras, and in Bengal. The events, how^e^t^€^l^,■ consequent 
upon ' the Bevolution, and the' 'accession of his Majesty King 
Wil,^iam III, materially' checked the progress of their 'affairs.' 
Not only were the interlopers attempting, in 'the ibrm .of 
associations, to attack and ' undermine the Company’s exclusive 
interests, 'but' the validity of their rights; and the legal exercise 
of them under a grant from the crown simply, rather than as 
proceeding from' a grant ' founded on the act of Parliament, 
were questioned. The Company and the private-traders having 
been heard befor,^' a comm'i.t^ee of the ' House of Commons, 
that ' committee, ' on the 'I6thJanuary 1689, declared-i^l^ to b^..i3^ieir 

' - opinion,
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opinion, that the best way to manage the East-India trade , was:- ■ 
to have a new Company, to be established by act of Parliainenti 

The , renewal of the , Company's privileges by a new, cl^iirr . 
ter, in October 1693, and the, incorporation of , the , Eng^lish. 
Company in 1698, under the charter which .forms the.fi^i^i^c^: 
tion of the '.United Company's .present constitution, were, issued 
under authority of acts, of Parliament.. The union of the .two' 
Companies had been recommended by his 'Majesty. The 'same' 
was .notified to the London 'Company j who on the SBd.L^e^te^in^ 
ber ' General Court,, .resolved, that as the;y. had' .always'
been, so were they still ready , to embrace' every. opportunity .by 
which they might, manifest their duty , to his .■ Majesty ' and ' zeal^'' 
for the 'public good ' ; and that they .were desirous to. contribute 
their .utmost .endeavours .for . the preservation of the 'Eaf^l^-India 
trade to this kingdom ;■ ffand tliat they were willing^' to* 'agreed' 
with the 'new Company.upon reasonable terms,”. - i .y ’ 
' King W:^i^i^iam died 'in 'M^^rch I7O^, and was. succeeded . by 
Queen . Anne on the 8th of. that month. In .order ' to . effie^^ti the ' 
union which had been delayed'. by various differences 'that, had 
arisen in the. course of . the negotiation, an act . was -pas;^^l^d.iJl 
the sixth year of her Majesty's reign, referring it to .Lord' G(W ■ 
dolphin to settle the ma.Lter between the London and English' 
Companies, which was completed by the award of the.29.th Sep-' 
tember 1708. ' , •

The Parliamentary enactments regarding the exercise of the 
royal authority in the government by the East-India Company, 
or the administration of the affairs in India, may be dated from’, 
the regulating act of 1773, when the King was authorized to, 
issue letters-patent to establish a Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Calcutta. The consent of his Majesty was necessary tO 
the appointment, by the Court of Directors, of a successor to 
the Bengal Council, in the event of one of the four menr- 
bers succeeding Governor-general. Appeals were likewise 
authorized to his Majesty from the supreme Courts. Appeals 
were also presented to his Majesty in Council for framing any 
rules and regulations established by the Governor General in 
Council.

The existing provisions respecting the exercise of the royal 
authority .may be classed as followi^: .

Appoint^ments
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• Appointments which are made directly from the Sovereign, 
viz. the Judges, the Recorder, and Bisliop.—(Tetfe Courts of 
Judiature, p. 240, sec. 1; Ecclesjastical Establishments, p. 
336, sec. 2.) .

Appointments which are not valid until the approbation of 
the Sovereign is obtained thereto, 'viz. Governors-General, 
Governors, and Commam^ders^^n-chief.—(Fide Government in 
p. 394, sec 28.)

Appointments which the Sovereign may make in failure of 
the Court of Di^rectors nominating.—^Fiide Court of Direc
tors, p., 221, sec. 68.) .

The right of the Sovereign to recall, vacate, or make void 
any appointments or commissions in India.—(Vide Servants 
Civil and Military, p. 634, sec. 12.) ‘

The right of the Sovereign to ■ grant pensions ' chargeable on 
the revenues of India.—(Fi^d^e Pensions, p. 560.)
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SUPERANNUATl^C^NS.

In the year 1810 an. act was passed to regulate and control so Geo. a, 
the payment of pensions and superannuations in the various 
public departments and offices . under Government. -

A similar provision was introduced into the act, of 181;^,. 
when the Company's exclusive privileges were renewed,- ■ by 
which his .Majesty is empowered to grant superannuations to ss Geo. s, 
the officers of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of-syi 
India, under the conditions of the act above adverted to. If 
any officer or servant of the Board has been in the service of 
the Company, the time of such service under the Company is 
to be taken into . account in computing the number of years' 
service under the Board. By the ninety-third section of the 
act of 1813, the Court of Di^rectors are empowered to grant 
superannuations to the Company's servants in England.

LAWS.
To Ofii^iers ainl Servants of the Board.

1l) ‘^i^d w^lierf^ats tt k riatt liis AJij.e<5tty,
his heirs or successors, should have power to grant 
allowances, compensations, remunerations, or super- 
rn^i^i^i^tions to the secretaries and other ofl^cers of the 
said Board, under the conditions hereinafter provii^t^d;

H^is Majesty 
empowered to 
grantsuperannu
ations to the off^i. 
cers of the B.oard 
of Control,

be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for his 
Majiesty, his heirs or successors, by any warrant or warrants- under his 
or their sign-manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exche
quer for the time being, to grant or allow to any of the secretaries or 
officers for the time being belonging . to the said Board such . allow
ances, compensations, remunerations, or superannuations as his Ma
jesty, his heirs or successors, shall think proper, under and subject, 
nevertheless, to such or the like conditions, and in such or the like 
proportions, as allowances, compensations, .remunerations, or super- 

2 z annuations

LAWS.

1813.
53 Gc^. 3, 

0. 15S, 
§91.
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LAWS.

iKi3.
53 Geo^.' 3, 

c. 155, 
§91.

§ 92.

§ 93 , Court of Dik^c- 
tor^,
to, giOnt,,uperr 
aniiuatious to, 
CQtopanjjjs ' sa
vant?, ij! ' 
lan^».^’ ’ r 1,.,.
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annuations' may now be made to ■ public officers, by virtue of an' act 
passed in the fiftieth year ofliis present Majesty's reign, intituled “An 

'Act to direct that ''Accounts of -Increase and Diminution of Public 
Salaries, Pensions, and Allowances, sh^^^ be annually laid beforfe

“ Parliament, and to regulate and control the granting and paying 
of such Salaries, Pensions, and AUt^v^^an^^s^nd that the same 

shall be paid and defrayed quarterly by the said Company, and j)e 
deemed and taken as part of their political ' charges. . ,.

(2) Provided always, that where any offcer or ser- Previous service 
vant of the said Board shall have been in the service' of aCc^Dt*Sr oiK- 

the said Company previously to his employment ' under ccf of the 
the authority of -the said Board, the time of such ser-' Board,
vice' under 'the said Company shall 'be taken into account, in som^)uting 
the number of years service under the said Board. '

To Officiers and Servants O' the Com'jpa'^y in England.
(3) And whereas it is reasonable -that' the -said Court 

of 'Directors should -have power iio - grant allowances -in 
the ''nature 'of superannuations 'to such o* their officers 
and servants ' in England as from age or infir:mity may 
Jo longer be qualified for the execution of their several 
offices or employi^^i^tti; be it therefore enacted, that it
shall and may be lawful to and for . the said Court of Directors to 
make allowances, compensations, remunerations, or superannuations 
to the officers and servants of the said Company in England, subject 
to the restrictions and according to the conditions and proportions 
following, that is to say, where it shall be proved, to the satisfaction 
of the said Court of Directors that any such offcer or servant, being 
under sixty years of age, shall be incapable, from infirmity of mind 
or body, to discharge the duties of his office, in such case, if he shall 
have served with diligence and fidelity in the service the said Com
pany for ten years, it shall and may be lawful to grant him, by way of 
superannuation, any annual sum not exceeding one-third of the salary 
and allowed epiolumcnts of his office; if above ten years and less than 
twenty, any such sum not exceeding one-hall^ of such salary and 
allowed emoluments ; if above twenty years, any such sum not ex
ceeding two-thirds of such salary and allowed emolum^i^tt!; if such 
offcer or servant shall be above sixty years of age, and be shall have 
served fifteen years or upwan^s, it shall and may be lawful, without 
prooif of infirmity of mind or body, to grant him, by way of super
annuation, any annual sum not exceeding two-thirds of the salary and 
allowed emoluments of his office; if sixty-five years of age or up
wards, and he shall have served forty years or upwards, any such sum 
not exceeding three-fourths of such salary and allowed emoluments); 
if sixty-five years of age or upwards, and he shall have served fifty 
years or upwards, any such sum not exceeding the whole of such 
salary and allowed emoluI^^I^tti: all. which allowances so to be made

• shall

    
 



SUPERANNUATIONS. 707

■ JrAW?.
1813

’ C- 15i»,, 
§1)3.

shall be charged in the books of account of the said Company to the 
debit of tliat branch of the Company’s affairs to which the said officers 
or servants ^y respectively belong. any thing in the said . act of^ the j 
thirty-third year of his MajiSs^y’s reign to th^ .contrary . notwith
standing. i ■

Accounts Superannuation to be la^d bejjoire Parliament.
.of su- (4) Provided always, and be it further enacted, tliat 

belaid''ljefore° account of all allowances, compensations, remune- 
^ai^liament. rations and . .f^i^jper.mnuations which shall be grrnted,,
either to the officers or servants of .the said Board of Commissioner^ 
or to the officers or servants of the said Company, as aforesaid, . during 
the preceding year, shall be laid before Parliament within fifteen; days 
after the meeting thereof. .

I 94.

Allowances lor 
superannuation 
to officers and 
servants in Eng
land to be laid 
before next Ge
neral Court.

BY-LAW^. .
(5) Such’ allowaw^(^s m the naturtj of supeipj^; 

huations, rs the Court of Directors rre empowered to 
grant to their officers rnd servants , of England by 53d 
Geo. Ill, cap. 155, ' sec. 93, shall be ' laid before the next 
General Court.

c. 64, <j !§.
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TANJORE COMMISSIONERS.

.-ib k. . . • .The Commission for investigating the claims on ' the Rajah 
<f Ta^njore^, takes its name from, a district ' which extends 
al^ug, the sea-coast of the -Southern Carnatic, principally he- 
(^■^ee^n thp .tenth and eleventh degrees of 'north latitude. The 
fl^ajjpltj. .'Tanjore paid peshcush or tribute to’the- Nabob of 
tjilie.. Carnatic. Under the treaty" of entered ' into' between
those princes, . the .Itajah wa^. to 'pay . twepty-two lacs of rupees 
fprprrears of peshcush; also two' lacs' of' rupees anhuaily to .die 
Nabob' as tribute to tlie Mogul, and' the further sum of two 
jlacs . as. . a .present .to the . Nabob. At that period, Pretatipa Sing 
.was. R^ajah of Tanjore; he died m IT63,' and was succeeded 
■SyiJHUajee.' , , ■ L \ . (\.-
Uj,,JTlho .provisions of this treaty involved tbe Rajah in repeated 
,,coptroyersies with the Nabob. . Arrears of peshcush 'accurau- 
^||lt<td^.;,.. and . additional motives were not wanting to ihd'uce the 
Nabob, on. the plea of recovering what 'he considered 'to be his 

jrighe to . invade the possessions of the Raja^; urging, ‘at' the 
same .time, the Government of Fort St. George to co-operate 

■ with him in chastising what he termed the refractory spirit of 
;die. .Rajah. The .presidency complied: the English troops, 
under General Smith, encamped before Tanjore on tbe 23d 
September 1771. On the 27tb October, the day on which it 
was. repoi’ted that the breach would 'be practicable the follow
ing morning, the Nabob signed a peace with the Rajah.

,. In 1773 the Nabob represented to the Madras Government 
(jl:^at a large arrear of tribute was d^^; and, moreover, that the 
Rajah had applied to the Mahrattas and to Hyder, with the 
view of ravaging part of the Carnatic territoiy.

The Madras Government resolved on aiding the Nabob ' in 
the conquest of Tanjore. The English force marched from 

Tri^t^h^i^n^o^poly
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Trichinopoly on the 3d of August, and on the 16th of Sep
tember the troops . entered the fort of Tanjpre, ■ where the Rajah 
and his family were taken prisoners. These proceedings were 
disapproved by the authorities at home. The Court of Di
rectors issued instructions for the restoration of the Rajah to 
aU his rights, without infringing those of the Nabob of thcr 
Carnatic. A British force was directed to be maintained in 
Tanjore. An assignment of revenue was made by the Rajah 
sufK<cient to maintain such force, and care was taken to ensure 
the regular payment of the peshcush to the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, as agreed upon in the treaty of 1762. ,

In 1787 Tuljajee died, and was succeeded by his brother, 
Ameer Sing. Dc^ubts were at that time entertained whether 
Serfojee, the adopted son of the late Rajah, was not the Ij^i^fil 
heir. A treaty was, however, entered into with Ameer Sing, 
by which . he was to pay to the Company four . lacs of 'pagoc^tr 
per annum towards the military peace establishment. ' ' 'J

In 1792 another, treaty 'was entered into, by which, in. the 
event of war, the . Company was ' to possess full atit^brity ov<;r 
the country of ■ Tanjore, and collect the revem^c^si; the Rajah 
to be allowed one lac of pagodas'per annum, that sum 'beihg 
the. fifth of thOi nett revenues. The payment on accot^^i^l^^^^hf 
the fusly .expenses was reduced from four to rnree-andrk-'hallf 
lac of ■pagodas. /The right of the Nabob of the Ca^i^Jialrrrro 
peshcush . from the Rajah . had been absolutely rrarisf0^re0rr’by 
the, arra-^gements with the Nabob, to the Company.

, It has already been observed, that doubts were enrertaineO 
in 1787 as to Serfojee's right to the musnud. About ji'e- 
riod of the foregoing arrangements, under the. treaty of 1792, 
those Ooubrs were rev^■^^<0; and the matter having been referred 
to the. pundits of the highest authority, the question was 
decided in favour of Serfojee, who was consequently placed On 
the musnud. A treaty was entered into with th^t print^O in 
1799, by which the whole of the revenue of Tanjore was to be 
collected and accounted for* by the Company, they engaging 
to pay one lac of pagodas per annum to the Rajah, and to 
Ameer Sing 25,000 pagodas per annum; the residue of the 
revenue was to be at the disposal .of the Company. _

So far back as 1787, provision had been made for liquiOat- 
2 z 3 ing

    
 



ing tlie 'claims of 'thV private' crec^It^i^irs of the Rajah, which 
amounted in ItSl to six' lacs of pagodas; and the debts foi 
which payment ' was so provided were called registered debts. 
When the't^reaty 'of was entered into, a small part 'only
of the registered debt remained, but upon that interest was 
accruing^' 'at twelve per cent. By 'that treaty thS'Cc^mpany 
charged ''themselves ' with the payrnient' 'bf that part^''hf the' tegjiis- 
tered private debts' not already transferred to 'their'[a^(^ccunt' ; 
and in 1802 Company’s bonds were granted 'in ei^c^hange' lor 
such part of the registered ' debt of Tanjore as had nbt ‘been 
liquidated 'prior to 1*5^9. ’ '

" [ The debts for the investigation of which the pressei^tf cdm- 
is appointed are those 'of the'p^ri^i^ate creditors of ' the 

late Amfier Sing, whose claims ' are, for thb most 'p'arl^ ^ated 'to 
have arisen 'at a time when 'Ameer 'Sing’s right to the-musnud 
were disputed by' Seefojee ; auch debts 'not being recognized 
in' any way by the treaty of 17£^!9., ' The Company - have, 'never
theless, consented to the investigation of the claimis , The 
act authorizing commissioners to carry the agreement into 
effect received the royal assent on the 17th June 1824.
,, 'The claims of the private creditors are to be invest^ig^ated 

by commissioners; three to sit in England and three 'tb ' sit at 
Madras. The final adjudication to 'rest with the ' commis
sioners ' in B^ng^land, except as respects claims, of which the 
principal amount shall not exceed 1,000 rupees each'; ''wbicb 
claims the commissioners at Madras are autbcrized hnaily to 
determine.

The claims, when admitted, to be made - up, with interest at 
the rate of four per cent, per annum, comput^e^c^- from the ' time 

jWlien the claims arose to the 30th April 1823, and bonds 'to be 
granted for the consolidated amount, to bear interest' at'f^^ur 
per 'cent. per annum from the 30th April 1823, payabjle 'half- 
yearly. ..

’ On the 30th of October and 'the 30th of April in each 'year, 
so long as the revenues of Tanjore shall continue to be in pos
session of the Company, such interest to be paid at Madras in 
moni^^; or in case of the creditors or holders of such bonds or 
certificates i(m& resident in Europe, then at their' option
in money at Madras, or by bills of exchange on the "(^c^urt of 
: D^ire(^l^c^rs,
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Directors, at twelve mqntlis’ date, at 'an esi^li^iige equivalent . to 
two shillings and one 'penny for the sieca,rupees |lhe principal 
being payable at Madras only at ' the pleasure of the Com
pany, 'fifteen months’ notices. thereoJf being duly published qt 
Madras. . , , , , , ■ , .
y Tlje clainia to, be charged pn the Tanjore revenues, .and five 
per cen^ upon the aa^jrregate amount of the claims to , be set 
apart front these, revenues- . annually, to form a sinking fund for 
their eyentual, redemption, upon the balancers, of which .the 
Company to,allow an interest of four per. cent, per .annum,

The Second Report from the Ta^njore Commissioners ' was' 
laid -before, the House of Commons the 22d Februa^r^y^, 182e!ai the 
following ,(^:xtract froim,^he Report will shew the .progress, win.ch 
has been made in thje investigation -:—

The aggregate amount bfthe claims, spie- j ' Stair Fags: ' F/'' c: 
h 'cified in the list formeri^^y presented tof ?. 5’

xr ■ j - >22,74,354(34 53.-“ this Honourable House, and ih conti-f ■ \ ;
' ‘‘ nuat^i^t^if ofit,-ts - - -J
' .J, , - ’ -14 Tr ‘ .

“ In -our last report to this Honourable House, under date 
“ 21st. February 18.25, .we had the honour to state that, ‘upon 

rece.^^ii^n^-■ from the Court of Directors of the East-India 
“ Comq^i^-ny a letter dated the 15th cf July 1824, comrau- 
“' ,nicating our appointment as commissioners under the ' deed 
" of agreem.ent 'of thq 11th of February 1824 between the 

said ' Cojp^pany ' and the private creditors of his late Highness 
Ameer Sing, formerly Rajah of Tanjore, and enclosing the 
said ' deed, and a copy of the act of Parliament passed bn 
the 17th of June 1824, ‘ for enabling us the better to carry

fii..
u said . Copi^pany . and the private creditors of his late Highness 

Ameer Sing, formerly Rajah of Tanjore, and enclosing the 
said . deed, and a copy of the act of Parliament passed bn

- ' ' ;”o * ■/ ' /

the same into effect;we immediately gave notice thereof in 
the Gazette of the 20th of July 1824, and therein called 
upon the parties to the' said deed to deliver in schedules of 
their respective claims; and that we soon afterwards des
patched such general instructions to the commissioners 
appointed or to be appointed in . India for investigating the 
debts of the said late Ameer Sing, as we deemed necessary 
for their guidance, in commencing and prosecuting the inves
tigation of the claims of all persons resident in India.
“ We had the honour further to state in our said last report,

2 z 4 “ that
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that we - had subsequently completed the examination, upon 
oath, of almost all the parties resident in this country by 
whom claims had been prefer^i^d; and had very nearly col
lected, so far as it could be obtained here, the evidence re
lating to each claim separately, by the es^amination of rntf 
nesses, and by requiring the production of paper;,; and had 
since been occupied in reviewing the whole of the evidence,

■ and in preparing detailed instructions in each case for the 
Commissioners at Madras, in order to enable them to pro- 

-secute- the further inquiry, and to collect the reihaining 
“ -evidence which appeared to us to be necessary. '

'■j‘f We have now - - the honour to)' inform- this Hohdurable 
M House, - that since the said 21st of February 182i>j the date 
“ of -our- last -report, we have obtained all the evidence reeo- 

verable in this country - in regard to the clainis preferred to 
.*‘ us, whether before or after that time - ; and have, in each 
if case, transmitted detailed instructions -to the Commissioners 

in India appointed -under the said deed- of agreement of the 
“ ,11th February 1824, with directions to lose no time in com

pleting the investigation of the said several claims (as well 
?€ - as -of those- which have - been originally preferred to them by 
^?u^i^^t^es resident- in India), and -in forwarding to iis their re- 
^tpqrts thereon respectively. • ■. .

“ Benjamin Hobhouse, 
“ Thomas CIoi^i^bi^r^n,

* ' “ Robert Harry ]^N^i^is.i’ '
'*-'01fi<ce of the Tanjore Coi^missioners, Manchester- '
'- Buildings, Westminster, 22d February 1826.”

. I

/The resolution proposed by the Court of 
granting to the Carnatic Commissioners £300 per annum' 'each 
for the duty of investigating the Tanjore claims, -in addition to 
the allowance of £^^15500 per annum, and drawn by 'tbem under 
the .^i^ir^^tic deed, was carried by ballot in the General Court 
on - the, 2d July; the number for the question being 161, and 
against - it 60.
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TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS.

In _ the -year 1767 a claim was made on the part of- the public 
to the beneficial . interest in the territorial acquisitions, and 
revenues which had been lately obtained there. An .agree
ment was ultimately arranged between the . public and the 
Company, 'that in consideration of the latter paying - the. an> 
pual sum of y£400,0p0, by half-yearly instalments ,of - f>200,000 
each, tli<^^ territorial acquisitions .and- revenues - should remain in 
possession of -the Company. and their successors' during the 
term of two years, to be computed from the 1st of Feb^ruary 
1767. The act of the 7th Geo. III. cap. 57, was accordingly 
passed to carry the said - agreement into effect. The sa^^ was 
renewed for five years from- the 1st February 1769. In 1773, 
by . the 13th Geo. Ill, cap. 64, the public agreed to forego all 
participation in the profits arising from the territorial acquisi
tions, untile, the loan of £^1,400,000 should be repaid. In 1779 
the territorial acquisitions and revenues were continued in the 
possession -pf the Company till 5th April 1780; and in an act 
passed for that purpose, of the 19th Geo. Ill, cap. 61,; a pro
vision was first inserted, that - nothing in that act should be con
strued to extend to affect the regiments of the “ Crown or ofthe 
“ Company after its expiration.” The law was -repeated in the 
act of the following year. -In 1781, by the 21st’Gleo. III, -cap.'65, 
the Company’s exclusive -privileges of trade were to cease at any 
time- upon three years’ notice, to be given by Parliament, -after 
the 1st March 1761; and the territorial acquisitions were to re
main in the possession of the Company for the same period. 
It was at the same time enacted, that nothing in the act should 
be construed to affect the rights or claims of - the public or the 
Company, respecting- the said territorial acquisitions and reve
nues. In 1793 the same privileges were extended to the Com

. pany

    
 



jrjd- TERlUTOinAL

pany until 1813, .with .ihe same reservation. In ..l8l3 the ter
ritorial acquisitions- were continued in .the possession and ■ under 
the government of the Company, together with the exclusive 
trade with China, and in tea, from - the 10th April 1814, 
until three years’ notice by Parliament after 10th April 1831; 
the rights of the Company, as a corporate body, .are fully . re-; 
Served to them. It was at the same time declared, by the 95th 
section, that nothing should be construed to affect the un
doubted sovereignty -of the Crown in and over the territorial 
acquisitions, nor to preclude the Company, after the determi
nation' of the -term before-mentioned, from ..the enjoyment o oy 
claim to- any -rights, -franchises, or immunitie^-which theymow 
have, or to which they may be hereafter entitled.'- The -rights 
and immunities possessed by the Company, in virthe - of foyal 
^^iarters admitted and Cz^i^^^'^med. by Parliament, are - most 
^important and extensive, and were- brought, before... the Jtegisla- 
t^^Ure, - in the Company’s petition for - a- renewal of their . exclu
sive privileges, in February 1813, with reference to'which'the 
reservation' contained in the 95th .(^i^ause bf the 53d- Ceo. III. 
•yas. inserted. - -

LAW8.
LAWS. ' - TerriiOrial.Acquisitions cont.inueil in the Governmentt 'ilie 'Co^q^any

1813. ' • (1^ And whereas it is expedient that the territorial . Former territq-
5^ Geo. 3, acquisitions' mentioned in the said act of the Parliament ;

I5" of Great Britain of ' the thirty-third year of his present . late acquisitions
Majesty, together with such other territorial acqui- continent.1 . e . • • • , , of Asia, or many

the equator, to 
'm the 

government of 
the East-I^^dia

Majesty, together with such other .territorial acqui
sitions on the continent of -Asia, or in any islands is'land^’IortVof 
situate to the north of the equator, as are now in the 
possession and under the government of the said United 
jCompany, with . the revenues thereof, should, without 
.prejudice to the undoubted sovereignty of the Crown .of 
, the United Kingdom of Great Britain - and Ireland in . ’
and over the same, or to any claim of. the said United Company to any 
rights, franchises, or immunities, remain in the possession and under 

•the government of the said United Company for a further term; 
.. subject to such powers and authorities for the superinte^(^^nce, direc

tion, and control over . all acts, operations, and concerns which relate 
to the civil or military government or revenues of the . said territories, 
and to such further or other powers, authorities, rules, regulations 
and restrictions, as have been already made or provided by any act or 

acts
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acts of Parliament in that "beliiilf, or are made ' and ' provided by, this 
ac(t! and Wn^i^ieas it is expedient that, from and after die ■ tenth 'day , of 
April one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the right trading, i
traficC^ii^ig, and adventuring, in, to, and from ' all ports and places 
within the limits of the said United Company’s present charter, save 
and except the dominions of the emperor of China, sliould be open 
to alt his Majesty’s subj‘<scts, in common with the said United 
Company, subject to certain regulations and provisions, but that the ' * 
existing restraints respecting the commercial intercourse with China 
should, be continued, and the exclusive trade in tea preseiwed to the 
said Company during the further term hereby ll^^t^i^d;' may' it there
fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 'and 
consent ' of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, , in, this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
that the. territorial acquisitions mentioned in the said act ,of , the Par
liament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his present 
Majestj,,' ’ together with such of the territorial acquii^il^ii^i^s' since 
obtained ilpoii the continent of Asia, or in any islands situate ' to- the 
north of the equator, as '. are now in the possession of and under ■ the 
government of the said United Company, witb the revenues thereoif 
respectively, shall remain and continue in the possession and under 
the government of the said United Company, subject to such' powers 
and authorities for the superintendence, direction, and control over all 
acts, operations, and concerns which relate to the civil or military 
government' or revenues of the said territories, and to such further 
and other powers, authorities, rules, regulations, and restrictions, as 
have been already made or provided by any act or ' acts of Parliament 
in that behalf, or are made and provided by this ' act, for 'a further 
term, to be computed from the said tenth day of 'April one thoii'sand 
eight hundred and fourteen, until the same shall be determined by ' 
Vftd'e, of the proviso hereinafter contained. . ' ' ' ■
t ' ' -
' The King’s -noir CoT^j^aniy’s Bights to be affected. .

• Act not to .pre- (2) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
sovereigng^'or * nothing in this act contained shall '.extend dr 'be' 'coCI
affect rights oif strued to extend to prejudice or affect the undoubted 
tJie Company, sovereignty of the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland tn and over the said ' territorial acquisitions; 
nor to preclude the said United Company, after the determination of 
the term hereby granted, from the enjoyment or claim to any 
rights, franchises, or immunities which they now have, or to 'which 
they may hereafter be entitled. *■

. LAWS,

1813.
53 Geo. 3j 

c. 155, 
§1.

§95.

    
 



( 716 )

TRADE WITH INDIA.

A co:mmercial intercourse may be traced,' to have cxiste^tl,. 
at a very remote period, between, the nations bordering, on the 
south-west coasts of Arabia and India; it was not, however, 
until the eleventh century, when the Crusades’ had ceased, that 
the more western European countries began to participate ’ ii, 
that (trade. The ports of Syria, . and Constantinople,
then • bet^s^me^, the marts,, for,, snch traffic,-; . .the staitps, of| Genoa 
and Venice enjoyed uijrivalled the beneficial commen^^, 'JChe 
discovery of a route to India by the Cape of Good Hope, in 
1500, led to . the importation by the fleets of ’Portugal of. va
luable cargoes from that distant country, which, accordingly 
lowered the price of such commodities in the Italian. markets; 
the con^j^i^i^j^l^t^’^iely limited trade of the ’Republics became . con
sequently depressed, and was gradually drawn from ’the Medi
terranean (which. had long been the emporium .of, ’Eastern 
comijierce) to the shores of the Tagus. ,

The Portuguese exclusively possessed this trade until, the 
union of Spain and Portugal, under Philip II, in 1580, ’ which 
event led to its decline, and ultimately caused its ruin, fhilip, 
bigotted to the Roman Catholic faith, attempted to establish 
an uniformity of religion throughout Ws extensive dojnii^iiJns. 
The persecutions and enormities to which the measure gave 
rise occasioned the revolt of his Netherland subjects,, where 
the seeds of the Reformation had been already sown. Philip, 
aware that the commercial resources of the Hutch would enable 
them to oppose his designs, prohibited them from all inter
course with Lisbon, from whence they had been long ’accus
tomed to obtain the products of India. In the room of 
effecting the object which the Spanish monarch contemplated, 
it only excited the more strenuous efforts of the Dutch to 

extend
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extend their commerce, and to seek at the fountain head, what . 
they were debarred from obtaining nearer home. Accordin-gly 
in 1795 four ships appear to have been despatched from the 
Texel and to have reached Java.

Portugal threw off the Spanish, 'yoke in 1640, the Duke of 
Braganza being declared King of Portugal by the name of 
John IV. He paid ' more attention than his Spanish prede
cessors to the India trac^is; but the Dutch had so firmly esta
blished themselves in various islands in the East, and had 
S^j^^p^l^nted the Portuguese in so many 6f their settlements, 
that ' all endeavour to regain possession ' of them, ■ or ' of succe^s^s^- 
full}' opposing the progress of the Dutch, proved fruitless. 
Thus of the widely extended dominions which the Portuguese 
once possessed ' in India, they at present only ' retain Dieii, and 
S^ime inferior ports in the Gulph of Cambay, besides 'Goa, 
which is now, as formerly, their capital in India. In China 
they have the settlement of Macao, which they' obtained 'in 
1586} their island of ' Madeira ' is 'supplied with India produce' 
by Great Britain. Such is the revolution in the commercial 
affairs of 'k nation, which engrossed for nearly a century this 
important 'trade. ' . i j

The spirit of enterprize which had brought' wealth tn th- 
Portuguese' and to the Dutch, diffused a new principle^' in the 
rising m^ii^:merce ' of England, associations' being formed" for 
extending on joint credit the trade of the realm. ' i; '* >

In' i5S4' 'Edward 'VI. countenanced the establishment 'of the 
Btikla'Company: that monarch died previous to the grain'of 
'a charter, which was obtained from Philip and Mary. -
- The Levant Company was established by Elizabeth in 1581.

The English Merchants, in 1589, turned their thoughts , to 
the’ advantages which might be derived from engaging in a 
trade with India. A memorial appears to have been presented 
to the Lords of the Council in that year, adverting to the 

.several countries bordering on the Indian and China seas, 
stating that such a trade would by degrees ' add to the naval 
force of the country, and requesting the Queen’s license for 
three ships to be equipped for, and protected in such trade.

Tlie memorial was favourably received, and.in 1591 Captain 
Raymond, with three ships, Was sent on the expedition. A 

' subsequent
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. subsequent adventure was made in 1596, and the • result .brought 
forward an association of merchant adventurer; to whom, oil 
the 31st December . 1600, a charter was granted by • the Queen, 
as the London Company, being the-first .establishment of an 
English East-India Company. . .

The trade appears to have been directed to Acheen, and froiii 
thence through the Straits of Malacca, to .Bantam and ..to. .the 
Spice Islands. Factories were ' established, .at Bantam and theMo- 
luccas. The Company's servants resident at those settlements 
having represented that the • cloths and calicoes .imported ' front 
Cambaya, on . the western side of India, • were • much esteemed by 
the natives in the. eastern Archipelego, an establishment. was 
formed in 1612 at Surat, under a phirmauh .from .the. Mogul, 
who then . resided at Agra. The Portuguese, . je^alous of th.e 
English, endeavoured to obstruct thei^i, .t^i^^^de by attacking their, 
fleet, but wi^ire repu^sied; and Mr. Edwards, who tvas,. sent .as 
ambassador to the Mogul with presents, obtained a perpetual 
phirmaun for the tra^e of tlie English in his dominions.! In 
I6l5. Sir Thomas Roe was sent as ambassador . from . James the 
First to the Mogul, and amongst the presents was a coach.;, but. 
Sir Thelmas suggested that four or five handsome cases of red 
wine . should be sent as presents to the King and Prince, “ as 
“ never were men more enamoured qf, that drinke .as .these two.: 
“ fhey would more highly esteem them than all . the Jewels in 
“ Chepeside.” A perpetual league of friendship .between, the 
Mogul and the King of England being . agreed upon, ..British 
subjects were permitted to settle factories. in any parts ;<^ff . the 
Mogul empire, specifying Bengal, Sundy, and . Surat,- Sujjti-' 
was the commencement of the intercourse between India . and 
Great Britain.

D^uring the first century of its existence the Company bad. to 
contend against foreign enemies in the Spaniards, Portuguese, 
and Dutch. The aggressions of the latter power were so repeated, 
that the Company felt themselves constrained to appeal to Parlia
ment for redress. They likewise had to meet formidable opponents 
at home in die' private traders, who from time to time entrenched 
upon their privi^!^^^<^£;; and their attempts were o-omoted by the 
grant from James I. of the priv^^leg^ .of trade . to. an association 
of merchants, at the .head of which was Sir William -Courten; 

who
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who were afterwards called the Assada Merchants, from a settle- ' 
ment of that ■ name which they obtained on the island of Mada
gascar. The embai’rassm^nts occasioned by such conflicting 
interests were heightened by the important events which occur
red between the years 1640 and 1688, viz. the Civil Wars, the 
Comm(^ir^<^^ilth, the Restoration, and the Revolution. Never
theless, the judicious policy pursued by the Company during 
those critical periods -enabled them to surmount the difficulties 
which they had to encounter, and to preserve the trade of ■ India 
to Great Britain- .......

On the accession of Will^iam III. to the throne of 
Britain; 'various attempts were made to prejudice the public 
mind against -the Comjian'y; and in January 1693, W^<eh ’'the 
King had ■ evinced a desire to'-protect the Company, -by gfanfing 
them ariothen Charter, the House of Commons re^olved,\.‘^ diat 
“ all the - subjects of England have equal right to trade ’to the' 
** ^^ast-Indies, unless prohibited by Act of Parliament.”

The - eflec't  ̂■ of ten years’ war occasioned by the Revo^j^i^^ii^ri' 
and concluded ■ by the treaty of Ryswick in 1697, had placed 
the commerce of the country in a very distressing’ situation, 
The effects were severely felt by the London Company;' and 
the circurtistance of their having been prevented from making 
any dividends, ’ by ’ the lessees' experienced during the w’anl| ope
rated greatly to their prejudice. 3

In ^^98 the Company, in order to relieve the finances ' ’of 
the' -'countr,^'(^^urthened by the charges incidental to a pro
tracted ' war), and to secure for a further ’ term their exclusive 
pniviVeges, offei’ed to advance to the public the sum of 
^700,000, at’ an interest of four per cent., provided the ’ I^ntlis 
trade was secured to them. Other merchants desirous,’ to 
embark in such trade offered to raise £^2^,000,000 for the ser
vice of the state, at the rate of eight per cent., ■ pnoeided■ the ■ 
trade was vested in them. Both parties were heard before the' 
House of Commons. The ■ wants of the state' appear to' have 
been the paramount considera'^i^^^; and, notwithstanding the' 
strenuous arguments urged by the London Company in sup-^-’ 
port of their charter, the act of the 10th of William III 
passed, for raising the sum of two millions at eight per centi ' 
double the rate of interest olFered by the London Company,

• the
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the subscribers being incoi'porated by charter under the name 
of the “ English Company trading to the East-Indies.” The 
London Company had subscribed, in the name . of their 
treasurer, £3^15,000 into the new stock. Their privileges not 
ceasing till 1701, they memorialized Parliament to be continued 
a joint stock, for the purpose of managing the various interests 
involved in that sum. Leave was given to the Governor and 
other Directors who were members of Parliament to prepare 
and bring in a bill for that purpose, which passed the Houses 
of Parliament. Agreeably to the custom of the time, the parties 
prayed permission to attend the King, to request that his Ma
jesty would be graciously pleased to give it his royal assent.

On the 8th March 1700, the Governor and Committees 
with one hundred Proprietors, accompanied by the Lord 
Mayor, Sheriffs, and ten of the Aldermen of London, 
obtained an audience of his Majesty at Kensington; at which 
the King was pleased to assure them of his favour and protec
tion, recommending at the same time an union of the two Com
panies to their serious consideration, as it was his opinion 
“ that it would be most for the interest of the India trade.”

The London Company were accordiingly continued a cor
poration by the 12th* Wi^^^^^i^am the Hid, until the sum of 
£2^.^0^00,000 should be redeemed. Being possessed of the forts 

• and factories in India, instead of relaxing in the trade they 
prosecuted it with greater zeal, and sent out orders to their 
servants well calculated to defeat the expectations of the Eng
lish Company. In 1701 the contest between, the two Com
panies was carried on with such warmth, and the contention 
was so severe, that Mr.Vernon, by order of the King, desired 
to know what progress had been made in effecting a union, 
which measure had been recommended by the King in the 
preceding year. A meeting consequently took place. Seven 
persons from each of the two Companies were appointed to 
treat on the subject of the union. The terms were agreed 
upon in the month of January 1702. Twelve managers from 
each Company were appointed a Court of' Managers, for the 
purpose of considering all matters relating to trade and settle
ment for the term of seven years; when the arrangement was 
finally effected under the award of the Lord High Treasurer, 

in
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in pursuance of the 6th of Anne, from which period until 1793 
the trade with India was exclusively vested in the Company.* ’ 

As - that period approached, the merchants of Liverpool 
(ant^c:ipating the abolition of the Slave Trade) made strenuous 
efforts to shew that the monopoly in the hands of the Company 
was injurious to commerce. Their arguments were met in the 
reports drawn up by a Select Committee of the Court of Di
rectors, dated in September and December 1791 and January 
1792. In 1793 the Act of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52, was 
passed, continuing in the East-India Company the possession 
of the British territories in India, together with the exclusive 
trade, under certain limitations, for the further - term of twenty 
years, until 1813. By that act British subjects were first per
mitted to export to India, in Company’s ships, goods and 
manufactures of Great Britain and Ireland (with the exception 
of military stores), and to import goods from India: ' the 
Company were required to set apart 3,000 tons annually for 
that purpose. It was also provided, that should the Company 
fail to export annually 1,600 tons of copper, the proprietors of 
copper might export that quantity, or the deficiency, in the 
Company’s ships. In failure of the Company importing a suf
ficient supply of calicoes, the Board of Commissioners were 
empowered to permit individuals to import them in Company’s 
ship^; the rate of freight for goods exported from Great Britain 
£^5, and on imported £^15. .

By the Navigation Act, 12 Charles II, cap. 18, the trade of 
the 'British settlements in Asia, Africa, and America was re
served to vessels belonging to England, Ire^^r^c^> Wales, and 
Berwick-upon-Tweed.

In 1797, by the Act of 37 Geo. Ill, cap. 117, vessels of 
countries in amity with his Majesty were permitted to trade to 
and fi-om India, under certain conditions.

In the year 1802 the means of trading to and from India was 
_ considerably

* The Regulating Act of 1773, under which the Directors are elected for four 
ye^rs, and a governor-general and council fir^t established, togethe:r with vhe 
Supreme Co^rt of Ju^d^cature at Calcutta, as also the institution of the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India in 1784, and 'the subse^^e^t legislative pro
visions as to the military forces in India, ^e noticed under the respective . heads in 
tins work. .
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considerably extended to-tb.6 private tn^<d^rs interesting
matter connected with the measures then , adopted will be found 
in the papers printed for the Proprietors at that period. It 
was not, however, unti^I'I^he year, 1813, .that the important 
change took place in the principles upon which the trade with 
India had. been conducted for upwards of two. centuries. The 
negociation for a renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges 
commenced in the year 1808. The arguments advanced by the 
Executive Body in support .of ,the system, which had so loijg 
prevailed, are to be found in the voluminous and valuable 
corres^pondence . which was, cai-riied ,on between his . Majesty’s 
Ministers and the Court of Direcl^ors, up to the .time when the 
Act of the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, was passed, opening to . the 
public the trade with India, u^der certain restrictions as to the 
size of the ships, which were .not to be 'of less burthen than 350 
tons; to be furnished with a license, and, ip the ..^rst instance, 
to touch in the outward voyage at a.principal settlement, unless 
a special license had been obtained to procee^d^. direct to .a 
minor port; with various other regulations. By that Act the 
China Trade is reserved to 'the Company until three, years’ 
nptice given by Parliament, any time after the, 10th April 1831, 
and upon the discha^^ie of the debt due to the. Com^^sa^jy: the 
Company, however, continuing an incorpor£^t^<^(i; body, and 
enjoying the right of trading, as granted to them^. by the -Sth 
and 10th of Wi^i^l^i^am, 33d Geo. Ill, and- by the 53d Geo. -IU, 
c., 155. . , . , , .
. In the 20 th clause of the latter Act,. a power was reser'^^d to 
the Legislature for authorizing further extension of private 
trade during the further term granted to the Company. - :

Under this . reservation an act was introduced in,the next ses
sion (1814<),*, termed the Circuitous Trade Act, which permitted 
trade in ships navigated according to law, to and at any, inter
mediate ports, or places, or countries, .between the United 
Kingdom and the limits of the Company’s Charter, situate in 
North and South America (except his Majesty’s colonies and 
possessions), and to and at Madeira, the Canaries, .the Cape. ..le 
Verd Islands, St. Helena, and the Cape of Good Hope- No 

alteration
* 54 Geo. 3, cap. 34.
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altefation was made as to the .size of • the vessels, licenses, or 
otherwise.

In June 181’7 a further extension was granted, by admitting 
a trade direct from Malta and Gibraltar to and from the places 
within the Company’s limits, under the 57th Geo. Ill, c. 36; 
and likewise wi^li, the places • described in the 54^t]h Geo. Ill, 
c. 34, all •restrictions as to the size of • ships employed in such 
trade were removi^d; at the same time no vessels carrying on 
that trade of less than 350 tons could be admitted to entry 
or clear out iri the ■ United 'Kingdom. The goveimments of 
Malta and Gibraltar were to issue licenses, but • not to. grant 
special licenses : ships were not to^ sail until the master of com
mander had delivered a list of passengers and arms on board, 
which lists were to be forwarded to the Court of Direc^l^c^rs. ;

By the 5Tth Geo. III, cap. '95, the trade within the Com
pany’s limits was exempt from the operation of the- navigation 
laws; and by the 59 th Geo. Ill, cap. 54f(1819), American ves
sels are alll^’^ied to clear. out from the United Kingdom for 
India.

' 111 June 1821, .by the Ist -and '2d Geo. IV, capi 65, the Com* 
pany and others were allowed to trade to and fTom any inter
mediate places- between. Great Britain and therlimits of -the 
Company’s, charter, and to discharge - the ' whole or ' any part of 
their cargoes, and to take on board other goods, aitrade 
was .likewise permitted, directly and circuitous^y,. between all 
places within the Company’s limits arid countries - in^ amity with 
his Majesty, the trade-in -tea alone excepted. The size of- the 
ships, &c. &c. to remain unaltered. '

- In^- the. year 1822 the subject of a repeal of the size. of. ships 
engaging in the Indian trade, with various other .points, .came 
under . the considefation'of the Com^i^i^jr; .who consented toUihe 
repeal of the restriction as to ’ the size of the '•-ships, provided 
that an equalization of duty,on . East-India ^nnd Wesl^-I^ndia 
sugar took place, and India-built ships were admitted. .to the' 
full pi'ivilege of . British registry. In. consequence of .the’ late
ness of the period at which these points were brought forward, 
the matter was dropped for that session.

The subject was revived in the following year. The endeavour 
to obtain an equalization of duty on sugars failed, the motion for 

3 A a com-'
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a committee in the House ' of Commons 'being lost. A bill for 
consolidating the several laws as to the trade with India was 
brought forward, and passed into a law on the 18th July 4823 
(the 4th Geo. IV, cap. 80), repealing so much of the act of 53d 
Geo. IV, cap. 155, as authorises the trade to and from the 
ports and places within the limits of the Company's charter 
(excepting China), and as respects the disposition in the United 
Kingdom of all articles manufactured of silk, hair, atid cottom - 
wool, or any mixture thereof; and likewise the whole of the 
54th Geo. HI, cap. 34, commonly called the Circuitous Trade 
Act; of the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 116, as to the registry of India 
shi]^^; of the 57th Geo. HI, cap. 36, as to the trade to and 
from India and the Mediterranej^n; and of the 59th Geo. Ill, 
as to the size of ships engaging in the trade between - the United 
Kingdom and New South Wales; and. the 1st and 2d Geo. IV,

-65, as to the trade to and from 'places ' within the limits of 
the Company's charter, and ports or places beyond the limits 
belonging to any state or country in amity with his Majesty.

The act of 4th Geo. IV, cap. 80, admits Vessels into the 
-t^i^^e with India without any limitation dn ' respect of the 
amount of tonnage, and declares a license unnecessary for ships 
proceeding in the first instance to one of the principal settle
ments, whether from the United Kingdom or from the Medi
terranean. The employment of lascars and other Asiatic 
sailors is subjected to special limitation and provision, under 
regulations to be framed by the Supreme • -Government in India^ 
which regulations are to have the eifect of a law. A penalty ' is 
imposed on commanders who shall take out unlicensed persons 
to India, and the restrictions as to the resort of persons - to 
India remain in full force. In- July 1825, the 6th Geo; IV, 
cap. 110, was passed, under which ships or vessels wholly of 
the built of' some of the colonies in Asia are entitled to re
gistry.—(Fi^dis Shipping and Navigation.)

In 1824 an act was also passed to enable the East-India 
Uompany to trade direct from China - to America.

LAWS
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LAW^.
(1) And be it further enacred, rhar it shall be lawful ■ 

for jiny of Hjis- Majesty’s subjecis, in ships or vessels

LAWS.

Trad^ may be
coried on mBri*
tish vessels with . .
aH places, except registered and navigated according to law, to carry on .
China, - - — - - - —
East- India Com
pany’s char^r.

trade and traffic in aD;y goods, wares, or merchandizel 
except tea, as well dir^(^tiJi as circujtruslyl between 
a!I ports and places belonging either to his Majest^j^j or 

to - any princel statel or cruntry at amity with his Majesty, and ■ all . 
ports and places whaisoever situate within the limits of the charter 
of the Company, except the dominions of the Emperor of China, 
and also from port to port and from place to place within the . same 
limits, excepr the said dominirrs of the Emperor of China, under 
such rules and restrictions as are hereinafrer mer(^ii^r^^d; any thing in ■ 
any act or acts of parliamertl or in any charter the said Crmparyl 
to the contrary notwithsrandirg. • .

Company' may 
Carry on any 
tT^ade which his 
Majesty's other 
subjects may car
ry on.

or .acts of parliamenr- to the contrary nrtwithstarding.-
Act not to .per

mit trade wLlh- 
out the litn^i of 
the Company’s 
charter, which 

. cannot now le- 
gaily be ■ carried 
on.

(2) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may
be lawful for the said United Company to carry on any ■ 
trade and traffc which- his Majesty’s other subjects 
may carry on under the authority of this act; any 
thing in any charter of the said Company, - or in any act.

(3) Provided -always, and be it further enacted, that ' 
nothing herein - contained shall extend or be 'construed 
to extend- to permit the importation into - the United 
Kingdom, or into any colony or possessirr of his Ma- 
jirsty Wiihrft the limits of the- charter' of the East- 
India Company, of any goods, wares, and merchan

dize, the produce of countries without such limirsl which canror no'nt 
be legally imported from such count^^^s respectively into the -United 
Kirgdrm, or into such colonies or possessirrs of his Majesty, nor to- 
permit the exportation from the United Kingdom, or from such 
colonies or possessions to any countries without such limits, of any 
grodSl wares, or merchandize, which cannrr now be legally carried 
from the United Kingdom, or from such colonics or possessions to 
such countries. -

(4) Military stores not to be carried out by any person or persons 
except - the Company, without a special lice^^^. (PiiZc Military StoreSl 
page 506.)

Vessels rri to 
proc^od to any 
port i^rWo^‘or me 
Indus and Ma
lacca, until ad
mitted to entry 
at one of the 
principal settle
ments in India.

5)) JPro'iWed also, ^idd l^e it furhier er^£^^ted, riott 
it j^l^all r^i^tl^e li^w^^^l ft^r i^^y s^lip) (^r v^i^^i^el, otln^r tliE^n 
a ship or vessel of the said Company, to proceed from 
any port or place withrft the limits of the said Com
pany’s charier to any port or place on the crriirert of 
Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Ma
lacca inclusive, other than the said Company’s princi- 

3 A 3 pal

1823.
4 Geo. 4, 

c. 80, 
§ 2.

§ 3.
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I>A’\VS. settlements of Fort William, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince
---- of Wales' Island, until after such ship on vessel shall have been ad- 
1823---------------------------------- '

4 Geo.4 milted to entry at someone of the said four ‘principal settlements, 
■' without a special license in writing from -the Court of Directors of 

the said United Company, any thing herein before contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding.

(6) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
when and'as often as any application shall be made 
to the said Court of Di^rect^c^i^s. for a license, specially 
authorizing any ship or vessel to proceed to any place 
or places upon the continent Asia, from the river 
Indus to the said toivn of Malacca inclusive, other 
than the said'four principal settlements, the said Court 
of Directors shall, within fourteen days from the 
receipt thereof, unless they shall think fit to comply therewith, trans
mit the same to the' Board of Commissiont^rs^- for the Affairs of India, 
together with any representation which the said Court may think 
proper to make upon the subject of such ' applii^i^t^tc^n; and in ease the 
said Board of Commissioners shall tliink fit to direct the said Court of 
Directors to issue such license, the said Court of Directors shall, and 
they are hereby required forthwith ta. issue the same, upon such terms 
and conditions as the said Board of Commissioners shall from time to 
time think f^(t: provided , always, that in all cases in which - the said 
Board of Commissioners shall direct the said Court -of- Directors to 
issue any such license, which they shall have deciined to issue with
out such direction, the special circumstances inducing them to' give 
such directions shall be recorded in the books of the said Board.

(7) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
it shall be lawful for the said Cou^ of Directors of the 
East-India Company, with the consent and apprioha- 
tion of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to 
declare that any other port or place, or ports or places 
on the continent of India, between the Indus and the 
town of Malacca, or in any island in the East-Indian 
seas, under the government of the sa^d Company, or of his Majesty, 
shall be considered for the purposes of this act only - as one of the 
principal settlements of the said Company, and such port or place, or 
ports or places, shall be- so considered accordingly.

(8) Act not to permit trade with China, ■ or in tea.—(Vide China,
page 152.) ' .

(9) Provided also, and be it enacted, that it shall 
not be lawful to import any goods, wares or merchan
dize from - any port or place within the limits aforesaid, warehouses or 
into any port of the United Kingdom, except only such docks- 
as shall be provided with warehouses, together with wet docks or 
basins, or such other securities as shall, in the Judgment of' the said

commissioners

c. 80, 
§ 6

§8,

§ 9.

$ 10.

R Court of 
Directors do not 
comfiJj^ with 
application for 
leave to go to 
minor ports, the 
same shall be re- 
fet^red to 
missioners for 
A^'airs of India»

Addi’^ionjil ports 
’or places between 
the Indus and 
town of Mlalacca, 
&c.,may be con
sidered as prin
cipal settlements 
of toe said Com
pany for this act.

Goods only to 
be imported into 
ports having 

docks. ’
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commissioners of the treasury for the time being, or any three or mor(?_ 
of them in Great Britain _and Ireland respectively, befit and proper 
for the deposit and safe custody of all such goods, wares and mer
chandize, as well as for the collection of all duties payable thereon, 
and shall have been duly declared so to be by the order of his Majesty 
in Council in Great Britain, or by order of the Lord-lieutenant in 
Council in Ireland provided always, that copies all such orders in 
council, to be issued as aforesaid, shall have been published three 
times at least in the London or Dublin Gazette, as the case may be; 
and copies of all such orders shall be laid before both houses of Par
liament in the session next after the issuing of the same respectively.

List of persons 
and arms on 
board to be d^- 
l 
lector, &c.

LAWS.

■ 1823.
4 Geo. 4, 
- c. 80, ■

(10) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
shall not be lawful for any ship or vessel engaged in trade 

livered to the col- under the authority of this act, other than the ships of 
lector> &c- the said United Company, to clear out from any ■ port
or place belonging to his Majesty, or to any prince, state or country 
in amity with his Majesty, where any consul or vice-consul of his 
Majesty shall be resident, for any port or place under the government 
of his Majesty or of the said Company, situate more to the northward 
Lian eleven degrees of south latitude, and between the sixty-fourth 
and one hundred and fiftieth degrees of east longitude from London, 
until the master or other person having the command of such ship or 
vessel shall have made out and exhibited to the collector of the cus
toms, or other person duly appointed, or to his Majesty’s consul or 
vice-consul resident at such port or place ofclearance (as. the case may 
be), a true and perfect list, in such form as has been settled in virtue 
of former acts, or shall from time to time be settled by the Court of 
Directors of the said Company, with the approbation of the Board of 
Commissioners for the affairs of India, specifying and setting forth the 
names, capacities, and descriptions of all persons embarked or intended 
to be embarked on board such ship or vessel, and all arms on board , 
or intended to be put on board the sa^^; and when and as soon as 
any such vessel shall have been admitted to entry at any such port or 
place within the ■ limits aforesaid, the master and other person having 
the command of such ship or vessel shall in like manner make out 
and exhibit to the principal officer of the customs, or other person 
thereunto authorized, a true and perfect list, in form to be settled as 
uforesaid, specifying the names, capacities, and descriptions of all per
sons on board, or who shall have been on board such ship or vessel 
from the time of the sailing ther^^lf to the time of arrival, and of all 
arms on board, or which shall during that time have been on board 
such ship or vessel, and the several times and. places at which such of 
the said persons as m^y have died or ■ left such ship or vessel, or such 
of the said arms as may have been disposed of, have been disposed of.

Ships engaged (11) And be it further enacted, that so much o^- the 
’n so“thern said act of the fifty-third year of his said late Majesty’s

3 A 4 ' reign.

« § 11.

512.
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LAWS^ . reign, and so much of an act passed in the thirty-eighth
1823.

4 Geo. 4, 
C. 80, 
§ 12.

whale fisheries to 
be subject to re
strictions of this 
act.—38 Geo. S, 
c. 57.—42 (jeo.
3,c. 8.—
3, C.90.—51 Geo.
S, c. 34.

*

§ 13.

§ 14.

§ 15.

year of his said late Majesty's reign, intituled, “ An 
“ Act for the further encouraging the Southern Whale 
“ Fi^lieries^nd an Act passed in the forty-second 
year of his said late Maj esty’s reign, intituled , “ An 
“ Act for continuing the Premiums allowed to Ships 
“ employed in and for enlaiging the limits of the Souteren Whale 
“ Fisher^;” and an act passed in., the forty-teied year ,of his said late 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act • for enlarging the Limits the
“ Southern Whale Ksh^^r^^nd an act passed in the .fifty-first year 
of his • said late Majesty’s reign, intituled, , “ An Act for continuing the 
“ Premiums allowed to Ships employed in the Souteren Whale 
“ Fishery,” or any other act or acts , as rrgulatrs the limits within 
which ships or vrlsels fiitting and clraeing out conformabl^y to the said 
act of the thiety-fi.fte year of his said late Majesty’s reign, for en
couraging and regulating the• Southren'whale fiseeeirs, may sail and 
pass, shall be and the same, are hereby repealed ; hut ' ships and ves
sels clearing out conformably, to the said act of the teiety-fifte year 
of his saidTate Majesty’s reign, shall be , subject to such and the 'same 
restrictions as the shtips and vrllrls of his Majesty’s subj■rctl ' generally 
engaged in trade, under the authority of this act, are eeerby made 
subject to. ' ' , , . .

(12) And be it fueterr enacted, that 'all goods ' and, Gocdsimported 
commodities imported under the authority ot this act Gibraltar may be 
into the island of Malta or its dependencies, or into reiexported.—3 
the port of Gibraltar, from any ports or places -i^itl^in
the- limits of the said Company’s 'charter, ' may be' re-exported from the 
said island, port, or places to the United -Kingdom, and imported into 
any of the ports where such goods and commodities may be lawfully 
imported, in like manner, and subj'ect to all such regulations and pro
visions as if such goods and commodities were imported directly from 
the place 'of their growth, production,' or manufacture, ; any thing in 
an act passed in the third year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act for the encouragement of Navigation and Cbm- 
“ merce, by regulating the Importation of Goods and Merchandize,, 
“ so far as relates to the Countries or Places from whence and the 
“ Ships in which such Importation shall be made,” or in any otere act 
to -'the contrary notwithstanding.

(13) Duties payable on goods the produce of countries jvitliin the
Company’s limits, and imported into his Majesty’s poslrlsions in 
America and the West-Indies, to be the same as are payable on the 
importation into such posselsions of similar goods from the United 
Kingdom. ■ _ ■

(14) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that Net to aflect 
nothing in this act contained shall in any wise affect the jX’wjest^itb 
power veste^l in his Majesty in Council, by an act rcganl to the

* passed
■ ■ >
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Cape Go^ 
aiid tile

Mauritius.—!
Geo. 4, c. 11.— 
Not to affect cer
tain acts.---54 
Geo. 3, c. S6« ' a

1823.
4 Geo, 4^ 

c. 80, 
§ 15.:

passed in the firsf year of the reign ' of his present Ma* , LAWSj 
jesty, intituled “ An Act to continue, until the' fiftb 

day of July, one thousand eight hundred and twent^j.* 
« five, an A^ct of the fifty-seventh year of his late Ma

jesty, foir regulating the Trade and Commerce to and
“ from the Cape of Good Hope, and for- regulating ■ the 

“ Trade of . the Island of M^t^nU’t^s^^d that nothing hereinbefore ' 
contained shall extend, ' or be construed to extend to affect the regu
lations, restrictions, ' and provisions contained in an act passed in th^ 
fifty-fourth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act to 
“, alter the periods of making up and presenting certain Accounts of 
“ the said Company Parliament.”

Not to repeal 
provisions of 53 
Geo. 3,^ to I'e- 
sort of persons to 
India.

late Majesty’s reign, concerning the resort of persons to the East
Indies, or other place within the limits of the Company’s charter, or 
to permit any persons engaged in trade under the authority of this act, 
to- reside at any place on the continent of Asia, between the river 
Indus and the 'town of Malacca, or at the said Company’s factory of 
Bencoolen, or its dependencies, without permission duly obtained, in 
conformity to the provisions of the said act, of the said Company.

S3 Geo. 3, c. (16) Provided always, and he it further enacted and - 
52'i~33 Geo. 3, declared, that nothing in this act contained shall ex

" tend, or be construed to extend, to repeal or affect any.
of the powers, provisions, clauses, matters, or things, contained in 
an act of the said parliament of Great-Britaini passed in the thirty- 
third year of his said late Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for , 

continuing in the East-India Company for a further term the pos
session of the English Territories in India, together with their 
exclusive Trade, under certain Limitatioi^^; for establishing further 
Regulations for the Government of the said Territories, and the 
better Administration of Justice within the sam^; for appropriating 
to certain uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Com^^i^jr; 
and for making provision for the good Order and Government of 
the Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay;” or in an act of the 

parliament of Ireland passed in the said twenty-third year of his 
said late Maj'esty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for regulating the 
“ Trade of Ireland to and from the East-Indies, under certain con- 
“ ditions and provisions, for a Time therein mentioned;” for the 
purpose of restraining clandestine and illicit trade into and from the 
East-Indies and parts within the limits of the said Company’s cha^^ir; 
or in the said act of the fifty-third year of his said late Majesty’s 
reign relative to such clandestine and illicit trade ; but that the same 
sliall be deemed to be and continue in force, and to apply to all ihips 

and

(15) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
nothing in this ' act contained shall extend or be con
strued to extend to repeal any of the provisions the 
ss^iid first act of the fifty-third year of his said

§ 16.

§ 17.
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18;23^
4 Geo.-4y 

c. 80, 
§17.

§ 18. Punishing com
manders of ves
sels Unlawfully 
taking persons 
on board, or 
giving false lists 
of passengers*

§ 22.

§!23.

§ 24.

§ 25 & 26.

LA^S^,, and vessels of , his Majesty’s .subjects, other than the ships of the said 
Company, sailing or being found within the limits of .the said Com
pany’s charter, and not having complied with the directions this 
act, and to all and every persons and person who shall be found on 
board the same, or shall have been conveyed on board the same 
into any place within the said limits, and also to all and every person 
and persons who shall be found at any plaCe on the continent of Asia 
between, the river Indus and the toWn of Malacca, or at the said 
Company’s factory of. Bencoolen or its dependencies, or at any place 
within the dominions of the Emperor of. China, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of the said act of the fifty-third year of his said 
late Majesty’s reign, or of this act.

(17) And be it further enacted, that if any com
mander or other officer, of any ship or vessel engaged 
in trade under the authority of this act, shall knowingly 
and wilfully take on board, or connive at the taking . on 
board any person or persons, or exhibit any false or 
incomplete list of the persons embarked, Or intended
to be embarked op board of his vessel, contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of., ' the said act of-t^he;ifft}--tliird year of his 'said late 
Majesty’s reign, or of this act, every such commander or officer who 
shall .offend . therein shall incur and forfeit for every offence one hun
dred pounds, to be recovered in su.ch and the same manner as the 
penalties imposed by the said acts of the .fifty-third year of his said 
late Majesty’s reign, or either of them, are thereby made recoveri^l^le; 
bne-hal^ part of which penalty shall belong to such person or persons 
as. shall inform or sue for the same, and the other half-part to the said 
United Co^^^E^r^jr; and . if die said United Company shall inform or 
sue for the same, then the whole of the said penalty shall belong, 'to 
the said Company. .

(18) Lascars and natives of India not to be. British mariners within 
the meaning of the 34tih Geo. Ill, cap. 68.

(19) Four British seamen to every 100 tons of registered burthen 
suf^cient.

(20) In cases where in India a suf^ci^nt number of British seamen 
gannof be obtained, governors may ligense the ship to sail.

(21) British seamen not required on board vessels, employed in port 
to port trade, in India.

(22) 54th Geo. Ill, c. 134, repealed so far as relates to Asiatic 
sailors, &g. except as to the recovery of money due on bonds.

(23) Governor-general of Fort ' William in Bengal to make rules 
and regulations to be observed by owners, masters, and officers, ' as to 
crews wholly or in part natives, for their return to Indi^; which rules 
and regulations. Un^il repealed or altered, to be observed in like 
manner as if they had formed part,.of this act.

(24) Masters

§ 20.

§ 21.

t    
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Masters of vessels ,to. make out list of every lascar, oni 
board, before such ship. shall be admitted to. entry. , '

(25) . Perialty' of ton pounds for non-obsorvahoe ’.of regulations ' foit' 
every lascar ' or Asiatic sailor 'on board;

(26) Forth df .^dnyior'i^^^,.stated.
(27) . Pp^^ltj^hoiv tooeleT^ioi^..,
(28) -- L^ears' convicted of - va^ir^^cy to bO- shipped' on board of

vessels 'bound: -to . the -place from-whence brought. .
“ (^For laws frbm'j;teetidn 20 to 31,' vide Shipping.)

■ Trade between Qhina' anit ,
Etst-In<^it'Com‘ . >(29)\ WhljrfeaS it is/ expedient that the United,Coni- 

pany- ' of MerCht^ts Of England ■ trading to the East- 
inah trade ;d““c^' IndieS'c^^^theiFowr1 ' account, or-by -persons to' Ote H- 
anti^iMhisii 'cpily bended ' by' ■tUem, '•'^h'ould' b^^^ittl^^^rised byda^^t to' ■ export 
nies.-iin 'Westrin-' 'direct-from 'China' -to the British colonies- and plantations 
•i*®*" ip ' Ainerica, tea ' and other ■merchandiiSo t ' be it enacl^td^j
that 'rroin^and after-the pa's.sing -t^^ -tiiis* act it sha^l ' and'may be^^pw- 
ful " for' ' th^.-said United' ■Cdmpa1nh, and' also for anty otiler 'of 'lriS 
Majesty's Subjects,' with (be ' S^ieeial' leave ahd license of the ' said 
Un1t0d■ Company in ' \v-riiii^'g.,' 'or -'a- so^cial leave a^i^‘ 'Ili^enss^^'ih - writing 
under tUe1r author;^^^. for;'■tha.* ouroose,' to/ (eOpiiip)^- ' in- ships^ Pavigated 
according to la^W, ^om puy port or ports, w^^in the dominion '(^f the 
Emoeror of China,-'-any tep) ' or other 'goods, .wares, or 'merchandize, 
the '-oroduc0'or manuraet1^u£^'<^^f' any country within the 'tUe
said COmOany's'cUartel',';ald^' to'carr^^and' import tlie same .'direet' into, 
any' ' thO Bril^ifeh-'ci^i^oniies ' or '• planta'tions' in America, ■^.^- law,
statutei chartol•,. -dr ■'Uiiago, 'to tUe^'contrary notwithstanding. .

laws.;
4 Geo. 4,- 

f. 80,-

§ 28 & 2S^.

§30.

§31.

1824’. 
Geo. b 
e.ea.
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VOLUNTEER REGIMENT.

. In the month of March 1820 the General Court, at the ■ 
unanimous recommendation of the Court of Dir^ectors, autho
rized the Court to offer to his Majesty to raise and maintain,, 
at the expense of the East India Con^jpany, a corps of volunteer 
infantry, not exceeding 800 rank and file, from amongst the 
persons in the Company’s employ, to -be officered and arranged 
upon the plan of the regiments ' maintained by the Company 
during the late war. On the, 25th March the Court were in
formed by a letter from Lord Viscount Sidmouth that his , 
Majesty had been graciously pleased to accept ' of the offer. A 
bill. was accordingly introduced into Parliament - to' enable-the 
Company to raise and maintain - such a corps, the charge and ■ 
expenses thereof to be deemed political charges. The royal 

■ asseht was given to the bill on the 24th July 1820. The same 
marks of . royal favour have been extended to the existing regi
ment aS were bestowed upon the three regiments -raised and ' 
maintained during the late war. The regiment is - designated 
•The - Royal East India Volunteers. The King has been gra
ciously pleased to permit them to wear the same 'uniform as, 
was fixed upon by his late Majesty; and the officers enjoy the- 
peculiar privilege of holding their commissions immediately 
from their sovereign. The field officers are chosen from the 
DliI^£^<^t^ons ;* the captains and subalterns from the officers and 
clerks; and the non-commissioned officers and privates from 
the warehouse estabi^^i^^im^i^tt The regiment being negulanly 
trained and exercised a certain number of days in each year, 
its state of discipline is excell'^i^tt

Under
* William Astell, Esq., M. P. .....C^olc^nel

William Wigr^im, Es^., M.P. ...Iii(^iit<^n^a^nt^-Colonel
Charles Mills, Esq..........................Maj^c^r
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Under the foregoing system it may readily be imagined that 

it is peculiarly eif^^ient and valuable- as a local force, applicable 
to any emergency in the metropolis, as well as to the protection 
of the valuable property deposited in the extensive warehouses 
of the Company,, ‘

VOLUNTEER ' REGIMENT.

LAWS.
East-India (U Be it enacted by the .King's most excellent

Company to de- jy^jajegty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
fray the expense _ •' . ' , , , _ ...of s corps of VO- Lords splrliusl and temporal, and Commons, mt^his. 
lunteers. present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said United 
Company, from time to time, to defray all and ever^ the charges and 
expenses of rising, tr^ning, c^lothing, arming, paying and maintaining 
the said cor^s, as long as the . services thereof shall be accepted by 
his Majesty, his .heirs or successors, the said act of the fifty-third 
year of the reign of his late Majesty, - or any appropriation, matter, 
clause, or thing therein coni^^ined, to the contrary the^^of in anywisie 
notwithstanding. ’ '

Expense to 
0semed part 
fl^^ ^^KiiPi^l 
charges.
Company.,
Employment of 

t^e corps.

Company, shall and may be employed upon such service and for 
suc.h purpi^ises, upon and for which other volunteer corps, lawlfully, 
embodied, may be lawfully called and employed. '
Public act. (4) And be it. further enacted, that this act shall be

deemed and taken to be a public act, and shall be judicially taken 
notice of as such by all judges, justices, and others, without being 
specially pleaded.

LAWS.

1820. .
1 Geo. 4, 

c. 99, 
§1.

be ' 
of

(2) And be it further enacted, that all the charges 
j^i^d ti^e siadl i^oip^s sl^all l^e c^ie’en^i^d j^i^d'
a^l^i^n p^^^l <of ti^e j^oiiic^al i^h^irr^^isi <^f h^e aiadJ

(3) And be it further enacted, that such corps of 
volunteers, so raised and mainiained by the said United

§ 2.

§3.

§ 4.
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WAREHOUSES OF THE COMPANY.

Various acts have been passed from.time to time -to regulate 
buildings and party walls, and for -more effectually preventing 
mischiefs by fire within the cities of London ' and Wc^s^t^minster, 
&c. In 177^ the then existing, provisions being found insuffi
cient to answer the intended an Act was;,. passed (the
.l-i'th Geo. Ill, ,c. 78) for the further regulation of building, by 
which act buildings - are divided ^^nto seven - rates - or clas^s^e^i^i and 
th^'thickness of the -external walls -of ' the ' several rates, arid -of 
the party walls laid down, with various other regulat^ions. The 
t^i^irehouaes which had been built by the East-India Company 
far exceeded, the dimensions specified in the foregoing Act, and 
it became necessary to build other warehouses of a similar 
magnitude. An Act was -passed in -1787, to free the'C^c^mpany 
from the regulations' of the Building Act.

LAWS.

1787.
S7 Geo. 3, 

c. 48, 
§ 1.

LAWS.

(1) 'Wliereas, by an act of Parliament made ,,and 
passed in the fourteenth year of the reign of his present. 
Majesty, intituled An Act for the further and better 
Reg^ulation of Buildings and Party Walls;” it was 
amongst other things enacted, that no stack of wane
houses, to be erected after the twenty-fourth day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, 
should contain more than thirty-five squares building 
on the ground plan thereof, including all the- external 
and internal walls, and so much of the party walls, if 
any, as belonged to such stack of wan^i^i^i^s^c^si; and 
that no enlargement - should be at any time thereafter 
made to any stack of warehouses already built or 
begun, so as to increase the same beyond the said thirty-

Pr^^aTOble___ 
Phe East-I^nd^ia 
Company ix)s-. 
sessed of: and' 
building ware^ 
houses exceed
ing thirty^^flve 
squares,—£xpe- 
dient that the 
said Company 
should be allow
ed to continue 
their present 
warehouses, and 
build others, 
freed from the 
regulations of 
the said act.— 
That the

thirty-
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houses o^the said f^ve squares on the ground plan,' including such walls as LAWS. 
te°"freed from aforesaid,' except such stack ‘of warehouse :should b6 ’ -7-7- 
the regulations Separated and divided by oneur more party wall or party 27-GeO- 3, 

the said act. walls, built in every respect according to :the :directions c. 4-, 
therein before contained concerning part^ walls, into divisions of not § *• 
more than thirty-five squares each, including such 'walls as aforesaid, 
on the ground plan of such and that no stack of ware
houses should communicate with any other warehouse or building 
through a party wall, unless the door case and sill of every such 
communication should be stone, and unless there should be to 
ever^ such communication a door of wrought iron, of the thickness of 
a quarter of an inch at least, in the pannels theri^i^f; and that no 
timber bond or lintel should be laid into the brick work of any wall 
in any such stack of warehouses nearer than eighteen inches to the 
opening of such communication : and whereas the United Company 
o^ Merchants of England trading to the East Indies are possessed 
and in the use of warehouses heretofore erected, which, on the ground 
plan thereofy exceed thirty-five :squares, without any division; and 
they are now building, and may :hereafter build other warehouses, ' for 
the purpose of carrying on their trade, which are necessary to be 
built of dimensions exceeding thirty-five squares, without being 
divided by a par^y wall or party walls, as in the said act are 
expr^^^^tl: and 'whereas it is expedient that the said United Com
pany should be allowed to' continue their present warehouses, and to 
build new wariehouses, of dimensions convenient to their trade, freed 
from the regulations and directions of the said recited ac^t: may it 
therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it 
enacted by the King’s most excellent : Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, that the wrt^lhauses of the said United Company already 
erected, and the warehouses now erecting and hereafter to be erected 
for the use of the said United Company, and every of* them, shall be 
freed from, and shall not be subject unto all or any the regulations 
and directions contained in the said recited act, in respect to the 
dimensii^t^^i' thereof, without a division or divisions by a party wall or 
party wallls; l)ut it shall and may be lawful for the said. United 
Company to continue their warehouses already built or building, and 
hereafter to build new war^housjes for their orni, use, of dimensions 
exceeding thirty-five squares, without dividing the same by a par^y 
wall or party walls, and freed and discharged from the other regu
lations and directions mentioned and contained in the said, ^^cited 
act, respecting buildings in the cities of London and Westmin
ster, and other places in the said act menti^i^i^d; any thing in the , 
said recited act contained to the contrary in anywise notwith
standing. .

(2) And
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LAWS.

1787.
27 Geo. 3, 
c. 48, § 2.

(2) And be it further enacted, that this act shall Public Act. 
hp and be deemed and taken to be a public act; and shall be judi
cially taken notice of as such, by all judges, justices, and other persons 
whomsoever, without specially pleading the' same.

    
 



APPEND^IX^.

PRESIDENTS OF THE BOARD OF - COMMJtSSIONERS FOR 
THE AFFAIRS OF INDIA,

. From 1784, the-Dal^& of its Institution. .
Dat^ ot their Appointment.

Right Hon. - Henry Dundas (late Lord Melville). 
1801.- . Viscount Lewisham (late Earl of Dartmouth). 

. Viscount Castlereagh.
^^^6.. Lord Minto.
— .. Right Hon. Thomas Grenville.
— .. Right Hon. George Tierney.

180^.. Right Hon. Robert Dundas.
1809.. Earl of Harrowby.
— ., Right. Hon. Robert Dundas (now Lord Melville).

^^1S2.. Earl^of Buckinghamshire. ■
1816.. Right Hon. George Canning.
^^21.. Rights. Hon. Charles Bathurst. _

. Right Hon. Charles W. Williams. Wynn.

25th April
6th July 

11th Feb. 
15 th July 
30 th Sept.
4th April 

11th July
7th Nov.
4th April 
4th June

12 th Jan, 
4th Feb.

CHAIRMAN AND DEP^Ul^Y-CHAIRMAN,
Since the Regulating Act of 177.3.

1773 : Chai^’̂r^c^n.. .. Henry Crabb Boulton, Esq.
' - Dep'^tij........... Edward Wheler, Esq.

On the death of Mr. Boulton the Court, on the 12th October, appointed 
Edward Wheler, Ca^.., 
John Harrison, Esq..

. 1774; Ch(^irr^aa.
Deput^ty...

mS: Chlnrr^^aa.
Deputt).. .

•1776 -: Chairman....
Deputy...........

mii Chc^irr^ann...
Dep^ti^..........

t. Chnirmnn.

.. Edward Wheler, Esq.

.. John Harrison, Esq.
.. John Harrison, Esq.
.. John R^t^l^i^rtS, s^s.q.

John Roberts, Esq.
William James, Esq.
George Wombwell, Esq.
William Devayher, Esq.

3 B 1778:
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DeptU:y.

17'^^ : Chi^i^^m^n....
De^^tuy..........

17(^0 : Chairman. .. .
DepU^^...........

17^1; Chairman....
DepU^^...........

1782:' Chairman,...
Deputy...........

............

1778: Chairman.... George Wombwell, Esq. 
William James, Esq.
Sir George Wombwell, Bart. 
Sir W. Jaimes, Bart.

Sir William James, Bart. 
William De^vaynes, Esq. 
William Devaynes, Esq. 
l^t^t^i^ni^^ce Slu^lit^sm, I^siq. 
Laurence Sulivan, Esq. 
SiWiViHmm .^ames, Bart. 
Robert Gregory, Esq. 
Henry Fletcher, Esq. '
Sir H. Pletcher, Bart.

31st July 1762.—Mr. Gregory disqualified, and the Coturt appointed 
Sir H. Pletcher, BaiTt.... Cht^ia^matn; and 

1st Aug. 1782, the Court appointed
Nathaniel, Smith, Esq........ Deputy.

1783: Chairman. Sir H. Fletcher, Bart. 
Deputu^.-........  Nathaniel Smith, Esqi

26th Nov. 1783.—Sir H, Pletcher disqualified, and the Court appointed 
N. Smith, Chairman.

Deputy.

Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 
William Devaynes, Esq. 
William Devaynes, Esq. 
Nathaniel Smith, Esq.
John Michie, Esq. 
J^c^nn IM^ottuxix, sSsq; 
John Motteux, Esq. 

.•N£^tlai^iel mitHh, i^sq. 
Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 
John Michie, Esq.

DeptUiy.........
179^: Chc^irr^aa.... 

............ 
Deputy..........

1791: Chairman. . . . 
Depul^^..........

27th Nov. 1783.— William Devaynes, Esq.

1784): . .
‘ De^iU uj.. '... 

1785: Chairman....
Deputy......

1786: Ch^i^^ca^....
Dep^^ty..........

178^ Ch^i^^r^(^l^....
, De^^tu^. ^. ....

17^^: Chairman....
Dep^^^..........

2d Dec. 1788__ Wm. ^e^vaynes, E^sq. appointed Deputy Chairman in the room
of John Michie, Esq., deceased.

1789 : Chairman.... Williatn De^vaynes, Esq.
Stephen Lushington, Esq.
Stephen Lushington, Esq.. 
Sir S. Le^ssiii^jgton, Bart.
William D€^l^aynei, Esq. ' 
John Smith Busgei, Esq. 
Fsancii Baring, Esq.

i 1792:
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2<1 Sept. 1801.—Mri Scoitt resigned the ' chair, and the Court appointed 
Charles Mills, Esq........ Cht^^^an,
John Roberts, Es^.• Depviy,

17952: Chairman.... Francis Baring, Es^q-
John Smith Burges, Esq .

179JJ: Chairman.__ William Devaynes, Esq.
Depidty...... Thomas Cheap, Esq.

17^‘^': Chai^iT^ta^.... William Devaynes, Esq.
.......... John Hunter, Esq-

1795: Chairman. . . . Sir S. Lushington, Bart.
Depl^tl.......... David Scott, Esq.

179^: Chair^f^^.... David Scott, Esq.
Deput'y.......... Hugh Inglis, Esq.

1797: Chair^!^^.... Hugh Inglis, Esq.
• DepTlt).......... Jacob Bosanquet, Esq.

179^: Chair^t^r^.... Jacob Bosanquet, Esq.
Deput^tf........... Sir S. Lushington, Bart.

17^^: Chair^na^.... Sir S. Lushington, Bart.
Depl^'^.......... Hugh Inglis, Esq.

1800: Chf^^^ma^.. .. Hugh Inglis, -Esq.
Dep^^^y.......... David Scott, Esq.

1801: Chi^iir^f^t^.... David Scott, Esq.
Depulty.......... Char^les Mills, Esq.

1809:

1802: ChaiT^t^r^.... John Roberts, Esq.
DepUt^.... . . Jacob Bosanquet, Esq.

1803: Ch^^ir^(^t^... . Jacob Bosanquet, Esq.
Depl^'^........ . John Roberts, Esq.

1804): Chairman... . H^on, W. F. Elphinstone.
^ep^^!y........ . Charjles Grant, Esq.

1805: Chairman... . Charles Grant, Esq.
Dep^^........ . George Smith, Esq.

1806: Chairman... ; Hon. W. F. Elphinstone.
D^ep^^^y........ . Edward Parry, Esq.

1807: Chairman__ . Edward Parry, Esq.
deputy........ . Charjles Grant, Esq.

1808: Cluiirman... . Edward Parry, Esq.
Deput^y........ . Charles Grant, Esq.

3 B 2
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1809: CJ^c^irn^an..,. Charles Grant, Esq-.
Depidi^...... . William Astell,. Esq.

1810: Chnrrmnn ... William. Astell, Esq.
DepU^l......... I^osf^r^c^iKjt, Es^c[.

1811: CJhiirn^an.. ., Jacob Bosanquitl^f Esq.
^fp^ut.!.......... Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart.

1812: Cht^irn^an.. .. Sir Hugh.Inglis, Bart,
Deputi/.......... Robert . Thornton, Esq.

1811: Chc^irraa^n..., Robert . Thornton, Esq.
Depi^ttf.... ,' Hon. ..W, F. Elphinstone.

1814; Clh^n^ira^ii^i... Hon. W. F. Elphinstone. ,
Dep^l^ij.......... John Ingllis; Esq.

1815: CJu^irrmn.... Char^les Grant, Esq. . .
Depu^tj.......... Thomas. Reid, Esq.

1816: Chc^irrwn.... Thomas.Reid,. Esq.
Deput^tj.......... John Bebb, Esq.

1817: Cu^irr^an.... John Bebb, Esq.
DepU^t/.......... James I^jttto^on, sq^q.

1818: Chairrnnyi.... James Pattison, Esq.
DepU^ij.......... Campbell Marjo.riibanks, Esq.

1819: Ch(^i^ir^l^n.... Campbell Maijoribanks, Esq.
Deputy.......... G. A. Robinson, Esq.

1820 r Chai1^‘mn^.... G. A. Robinson, Esq.
De'^iUt^........... Thomas Reid, ' Esq.

1821: Chn^^'^c^n.. .. Thomas Reid, Esq.
De^idij.......... S^£lttis(^n, isqq.

1822: C■h(^ii^>^aa, ... ,^ae:^es Itai^t^^(^n, s^isq.
Dep^tt^.. .... William Wigram, Esq.

1823: .. . William Wigram, Esq.
Deputy.......... WtlliJm Astell, Esq.

1824: Chl^^1^1^(^i^.. .. William Astell, Esq.
Deputy.......... Campbell Marjoribankt, Esq.

1825: . . . . Campbell Marjoribanks, Esq.
Depu^tp........... Sir G. A. Robinson, Bart.

1826; Chairmnn.... Sir G. A. Robinson, Barti
Deputy........... E^onHHg^ghtriE^iJ^^ly.
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App^^ted.

Warren Hastings, Esq.

GOVERNORS GENERA^I^,
Since the Begula;ting Act of XtlR.

As^^med Government Quitted Gove^nmen^. 
f20 Oct. 1774 
L First council held.

1 Feb. 1785.
17 Feb. 1785.

24 Feb. 1786.
19 Sept. -1792.

1 Feb. 1797.

Sir John Ma^j^l^t^rron 
Lord Macartney.

[His 'Lordship declined the appointm^^^. ] 

Earl Cornwallis.............   12 Sept. 1786.
Sir John Sho^e.......................... 28 Oct. 1793.

[Afterwards Lord Teignmouth.]

Sir Alured Clarice.............  . 6 Mar. 1798.
Marquio Cornwallis.

[2d August 1797, Marquis Cornwallis resigned the appointment.]

4 OO. 1797. Lc^rd Mlori^iggton............ IS May 1798.
[Afterwards Marquis Wellesley.]

9 Jan. Mrrqt.iis (^t^)^^wallio................... 30 July 1805.

} 1 Feb. 1785.

12 Sept.1786.

28 Oct. 1793.
6 Mar.

18 May

1798.

1798.

30 .^uly 1805.

5 Oct.
[Died.]

1805,

Sir Geo. H. Barlow, Bart.
4Paragraph 3 of Public Letter from Bengal, dated 1st September 1805, advise the 

appointment of Sir George Barlow as President and Acting-Governor during Lord 
Cornwallis's absence; assumed government, on death of Marquis Cornwallis, 10th 
Octolrer 180.5; appointed by Court 19th February 18(^(); appointment revoked by 
his Majesty 29th May ^^(^6; succeeded by Lord Minto .31st July 1807.]

27 Mar.

9 July 1^(^6. I^^nl Minto.............................. 31 July 1^07. , 4 Oct. 1813.
18 Nov. 181^. I^o^i^d Moit^t^.............................. 4 Oct. 1^13. 9 J^n. 1823.

[Afterwards Marquis of Hastings.]

John Ada^oi], Esq., suceerrrd .. 9 Jan. li^^:3. 1 Aug. 18^^.
[As Senior Counsellor.] 

The Right Hon. Gep. Canning.1822.
[18th September 1822, Mr. Canning resigned the appointment, in consequence of hav

ing been appointed his Maje.sty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.]

23 Oct. 1822. Lord Am^i^irt.......................... 1 Aug. 1823.

GOVERNORS OF MADRAS,
Since 24 Geo. Ill, cap. 25, 1784, first inst.itu^ing a Governo'r and Council 

at Madras.
^^^inted.

2 Sept. 1784. Lord Macaj^l^i^^ey................
Alexaodeo Davidono, Esq. 

(Counsellor.) •
3 B 3

Assumed Government. Quitted Government. 
12 Feb. 1785. 4 J^une 17^8^£i.
4 June 1785. 6 Atpr-il 17^i^(;.
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Appointed. , "
9 Mrn^. 1 787^. Sir A. Ct^t^j^l^f^li ......................
6 Oct. 3784. •> John Hoiiond, Esq...................

Apptd. provisionally. J (C^o^iiisellor.)

' E. I. Hoiiond, Esq....................
' (Counsellor.)

7 Juiy 1789. Mia<^r G^j^^it^l J^. .
20 Aptii 3790. Sit Charles O^^^Ji^^............ . .

Assumed Government.
6 Apr. UBe.
7 Feb.

13 Feb.

1788^.

1790.

20 Feb.
1 Aug.

1789.

Quitted Government.

7 Feb.
13 FfI.

20 Feb.

1709.
1790.

1890.

1792.1 Ai^u^.
7 Si^e^t. 1794. 

(Who had previously held the ofEice of Gover^oir in the absence of General Medows, from 
15th October 179^ to 21st December 1791.)

23 Oct. 1793. L(^i^d ..............
4 Oo. J 797. Major Genetti Hal^i^is

13 Dd^.-171^'7. LotdClii^e..................

7 Sept. HOI.
21 Feb. 11^^^.
5 Sept. H^S^.

30 Aug. 1700.

11 Sept. 1007.

11 Se^ipt. 1008.

24 Dec. 1007.

21 Ff!. 1898.
2.Jan. 1799.

30 Augg- 1003.
LThe Governor-General, Lord Momingtonl having held the office from 2d January

preceding.]

17 Nov, 18(^5^. Lord William Ben^in^k 
[Recalled by the Cour^ 7th. April 1807.]

Wiiiiam Pettie, Esq. .. 
(Couns^llo^.)

3808. Sir Geotgb H. Barli^w.............. 24 Dec. 1807.
Lieut.-General the Hon. John J o, ,q,„ Abercromby...................... j-21 May 3833•

Tl^fj Eii^l^l; H(^i^. Elliott,. 16 Sept. 11^]^

21 May 1013.

16 Sept. 1014.

10 June 1020.

13 May

20 Nov. 1812. (

3 Dd^.
11 Aug. 1019. , Sil- T. Mui^i^i^, K.(^.^. 10 Ju^c! 1620.

GOVERNORS OF BOMBAY,
Since the Act q^2Uh Geo, 111, cap. 25, 1704, instituting a Governor and Counci.l, 

Appointed.

3 ScS^I^. 1 7!^^^.
10 ScSb. 71^4^.
5 SeS^!^. . 7i^'7.
5 Aa^. 1 7(^£^.

As^^med Gover^ent.

6 JiO^. 1'77^;).
9 Jan.
6

21 Jaa. 1790.

Quitted Government^.

9 Jan. 1700.
6 Sept. 1700.

21Ji^i^. 1790.

Rawson H. Boddam, Esq.........
Andrew Ramsay, Esq...............
Majot-Genbtal W. .
C<^tl^t^^l Rob^ri; Ab^i^i^r^oo^by...

[26th November 1792, quilted Presidency, having been appointed C^i^i^i^i^<^errin-chief 
in India.]

Gbooge Dick, Esq.
(Counsellor.)

John Goj'ffith, Esq.
(Couns^^lo^.) .

26 Nov. 11^<)^. 9 Nov. 1795.

9 Nov. H Dec. 1795.

    
 



AppaltUcd. -
12 Nn^. ! 70^4^. ".Ijnsdiiji. Dttn^C^>dBsE

l^(^m«4GaV!^ub)^. Quitted Goyenmcn^v 
.27- Dec. 0^9$1 l:^Jn^g1mn1

■ . ' (uica.i
■ ll Aug. l&l. 12 Ang; 17021Geoiige Brawn, l3s^.

(CoudsaOr.F
I- Jah. 1712. . 7ir "Ev4d NcpC^Ji  ........ 12 Adg: 07l^2!.!, . I Nov. 0709.
7 Oct. 17^^1 Hoh1 M. EpWi^W^ f. 1 Nov; 07191

governors OFORSlieE OF. wales’ island.

Ap]M>Uai);

5 Due. T^ihlJ Dundas, E^g.
Tao^^ib'Scat.

; 19S^t)t.-1'807.

2 Mar. 18084 C^PlonN M^«Oj^ter ’ K^Oct.

2^J^sd. ;iai2. William Peciie, -Es^.',

18 MM. 1817. JJ^n AAi^* t^rti?PttaPij E?q$- '1.^' 0>N. 18171

1 Mar. 17201
4 Feb. 1724.

fhiiawi.
7- Apr. " 0■7()’Z1 .

{uicad)

(Died.}
27 Sept. '18121 27 Oct. 0706:

■ (t^«el;^-
a Au{j. *8191 

(Dical)'
Ang. -19241William Edw'I’hjnipst "EO-.• ■■ H AUg. 18191

Robert Fbll^rl^od,"Esiq,i.,;..- 20A'^{^.il7^2^i^. '

3b4
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758 APPENDIX 5^.

CHIEF JUSTICES IN BENGAL.
Quitted.Appointed. 

'Charter of Justice. ■56 March 1774. j Sir Elijah Impey

1791. ... . Sir Robert Chaml^^ei^r................... ................. 1 Aug. 1799.

1798......... . Sir John Anst^ruther,. Bai^t........... ................. 22 Feb. 1806.

1807. .. . . Sire^^i^i-y Rs^i^se^l^l......................... ............. . .. 9 Nov. 1813.

1813. ...Ji . Sir Edward H. East.................. .. July 1822.
1821..*.*. . . rir I^t^e^^rr H^. l^loseett................

[Died 1st February 182,3^] J
M............ 1 Feb. 1823.

1823. ...

1825. ...

. Sir Chl•iotophes PRli^e............  . .
1824.]

. Sir Charges Grey.

. . . .......... 26 May 1824.

_ IO

PUISNE JUDGES IN BENGAL.
Apix^ii^lted. '

Charteir' of Ju^s^i^ice. 
26 March 1774.

Quittal.

_ 1791.Sir Robert Chambers................
[Appointed Chi^^ Justice 1791 ] 

S. C. Le Maistre, Esq...............
John Hyde, Esq......... •.............

1825. .

1783.......... Sir William Joi^^e.......... '............. . . . ........... .......
1791.......... Sir William Dunkin .................... ................ 1 Aug. 1799.

17■96l . .. Sir James Watson......... . .. ... . . _ - -

1797.......... Sir John Ro^^t^ss....................... ' . . ................ 26 Sept. 1816.

1798. .... Sir Henry RusseU........................ — 1807.
[Appointed Chieif Ji^s^t^ice 1807.]

1805.......... Sir William BR^^t^I^R^I^s................ . . .. 20 Dec. 1815.

1815.......... Sir Francis Maci^sa^l^ten............. ................. 2 March1825.

1816.......... Sir Anthony BRllnSl .
1824. \ Sir Char^eO( G^ss..................... ................. 2 Feb. 1825.

[Appointed Chief Ji^stice 2d February 1825.] 

Sir John Franks.
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CHIEF JUSTICES AT MADRAS. ,
App^^nted.

Charter of Justice.
Dec.
Sqpp
May 18l0.
Jan.

26
6

17
28

1800.
1815.

1825.

I 8• Sj'' Thomas A. Strai^n^^e 

SS: Johh H. l^ee^bb^t.,. 
SS- Edn^mon Sfe^nlnje. .. 
Sir Ralph Palmer.

4

31
28

Quitted.

June 1887.

Aug. 1820.
Jan. 1825’.

Appointed. 
Chjarter of

26 Dec. 1800. .
Dioth.

— May 8109.

30 May 1810.

3 July 1815.

6 Sept. 1815.

15 April 1817.

17 May 1820.

— April 1820.

18 Aug. 1824.

28 Jan. 1825.
7 March 1825.

PUISNE JUDGES AT MADRAS.

Sif^ej^i^jy^C^wilr^iy. . t.*. ...
» 'if W tV’ lii.

Sir Benjamin Silvan.n....., .*.*?...
■ Sir Francis My'^l^i^^^l^tt^t^.... I........................

[Removed to Bengal 3 July 1815,] '

Sir John H. Newbolt.................. . ..................
[Appointed djief mglce 6 Sept. 1815.]

Sir Edmuhd*4)1aw(Jey..\^i^. .

. Sir A^h^ony Bulli^)^.... ' 7*.' -''.'J . l ?S,.

[Re^moved to Bengal 10 April 1S16.]

. Sir Andrew George Cooper................ .  ....
[Died so Aug. 1821.] '

Sir Char^les E. Grey........................................
[B^^moved to Bengal 18 Aug. 1824.]

SirWrllingham Fry:t]^liit.................................
[Died May 1824.]

Sir Ralph Palmer........ .'.................. '...............
[Appointed chielT justice 2 Feb. 1825.]

Sir Robert B. Comyn.
Sir George W. Ricketts.

RECORDERS AT BOMBAY.
Appoint. 

’ Chapter of Justice. * o20 Feb. 8791. j S*’’ Will-am Syeir.........
[Died 1 Oct. 1802.]

— June 1803. Sir James Mai^l^ir^toth
3c4

28

3

6

17

10

30

18

Quitted.

Oct.

May
July

1809.
mo.

Sept. 1816.

May 1820.

April 1816.

Aug. 1821.

Aug. 1824.

— May 1824.

2 Feb. 1825.

Quitted.

7 Oct. 8802. •

5 Nov. 1811.
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Quitt^ed.
16 July 1819.

17 May 1820.

28 Aug. 1822.

Sir Alexander Anstruther,
[Died 16 July 1819.]

Sir Davie Evans..............
[Died 5 Dec. 1821.

Sir Edward West............. ........................
■ [' Appointed chie^ jusHce of the New Supreme Court, 8 Dec. 1823.]

5 Dec. 1821.

8 Dec. 1823.

CHIEF JUSTICE AT BOMBAY.
Appointed. .

Charter of J^^^ice. , ,tt
8 Dd^.

- PUISNE JUDGES AT BOMBAY.
Appointed.

Charter of Justice. J8 Dec. 1823. J ®“'

Ditto. Sir Charles

*

, RECORDERS of PRINCE of WALES' ISLAND.
• Appointed. '

Charter of Justice. ic» i ’ ■ '2b Mar. 1807. j St^’^l'^3^.................................
[3d July 1815 appointed to Madras.]

6 Sej^^. :i81i^. Sir Anli^c^re WJ^^i^o^igCC^o^o^P............
[15th April 1817 appointed t6 Madras.]

Sir Ralph Rice...................... ......... ■ . . .
[3d Decembeir 1823 appointed to Bombay.] 

Sir Francis S. Bayley ....................    . . .
[Died 20th Oct. 1824.] 

Sir John Thomas Claridge,

15 April 1817.

. '3 Dec. 1823.

' 3 Oct. 1825.

BISHOPS OF CALCUTTA.
■ i Appointed. ,
18 Fel^. IS^'l.

14 WMa 18^:^.

T^^HR^.'TT^s^.Fai^i^l^t^vae eHMn^lel^e^j^, DD)d 
[Died 8th July 1822.]

' TThlvR^. RR^^naldl DJ^.

Q^tted.

3 July 1815.

15 Apr. 1817.

3 Dec. 1823.

20 Oct. 8824.

Quitted.
8 July 1822.
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ARCHDEACONS OF BENGAL. ,
Appointed.

— May ■1'81'*.

24 Oct. 1823.

Rev. Henry Lloyd Loring ....
[Died S^jptembeir

Rev. Daniel Corrie.

Quitted.

Sept. 1^822.

ARCHDEACONS OF MADRAS.
Appointed.

— April 1814.

6 May 1820.

Rev. John Moi^s^le^iy........
[Died .311t August 1814.]

Rev. J. E. Vaughan.

Quitted.
31 Aug. 1819.

ARCHDEACONS OF BOMBAY.
Appoint^cd.

May 1814.

— Dec. 1825.

Rev. George Bai^nes .... 
[Retired December 1825.] 

Rev. John Hawtayue.

Quitted.

— Dec. 1825.

com^.^;^;ders-in-chief in india.
Appointed. Assumed Command.

7 FFS. 17-^'^.- LL^ut.t(-^Gs.Johh CCl^l^l^inje . ... 22OO^. 1 7'^'*.
Quitted Command.

_ 33Aau. 177’1.
{Died 30th August 1777.—On the death ■ of General Clavering, the duties of Comman

der-in-chief were carried on by the Military Board ; but on the 16th Octobeir 1777, 
Brig.-Gen. Giles Stitjbert,who was appointed provincial Commander-in-chief, as
sumed the command of tt^e at^my, wl^ii^li hi: hi^li^ ti^li^ tt^i^ ai^i^^^i^l of Sit* Eyir: Ci^i^ti^.

17 April 1777. .-^G^^eS.Sh^^y^cCt^olK]B.]B.. 22 Mar.' 177^*^.' 27^ April 1783. 
[Died 30 April 1777.—Brig.-Gen. Stibbert again assumed the chieif command, and held 

the s^me until Lieut.-Gen. Slopeir arrived.] , •

27 Oct. Lil^l^t^.•^(^l^:ee^i^ Robert Slo^^t^i^.. 22 JuU^ 12 Sept. 1786.

11 ■*^Ap 1'786. S^^s^t.l776. 28 Oct. 1793.
[Colonel Mackenzie and Colonel Ahi^uty were appointed to the chie  ̂.command during 

the absence of Lord Cornwallis in the years 1790 and 179.3.] : ■ > ,

19 Sejip . 7i^^. MM<-1J^Gn.1ir R..ilA^^i^(^io^m^**. 28 0o. 17(^:3. SOAap 17^7.
[Maj.-Gcn. Morgan held the chie^ command during ■ General Abercromby’s ' absen^^.j
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^litttdl C^t^n^mnud.

31 JaUy 1801.

1805.

1805.

30 Jt^Ljy

5

Appointed. ' Assumed Command.

4. OO. 17i37^. Ltt^l^^i^in Sir A. CCmke, . 17 Ma;y 1178.
[Htaving held the provincial command from the 30th April 1797.]

13 Aa^. 1 8(^(^. Ltei^tt^i^i^in G£^l^l^l^d Lake. .... 3.1 Jul^;y 1881.
[Afterwards looi^d I.a^e.]

20 Mm. MMc^t^it Cor^lnalks SG^G^'VfG^.n 30 Jaly 18(^i^.
[Died 3 Oct. 1803.—Lord Lake held the provincial command during the absence of 

Lord Cornwallis.]

19 FeF^. 180(0 Li«^1^t.-General J^onl Lik^e........ 10 Octt 188^^. 11 (^oC 1807.
[Lord Lake had held tlie command from the death of Lord' Cornwallis in bis capaeity of 

provincial Commander-in- chief.]

23 Dec. 1806.' Li.^l^t.-Ge^. Sir Gei^. Ht^l^iet.. 1^ Ot^Ct l^Dec. 18((.
13 Mar. 1211. Li^i^i^lt-Gen. Sir Gieo. Nut^^^l^t.,^ 1^ Jan. 11^^^. 4 Oct^ 1813.

■ [On the arrival of Lord Moira, Sir George Nugent assumed the provincial command,
agreeably to the Court’s Resolution of the ibtli November 1812.]

18. Nov. K!.. Gf^j^enk tl^si E^^I of Moira.......  4 Oct. 1828.
[Aftei^wards Marquis of Hastings, Goveirnoir-General.]

Lieut.-Gen. the Hon. Sir Ed- ] , „ t i ooo ward Paget, G.C.B................) 13 Jan.

GGlnle^l LL^dCcCm^^elere.l1. 7 Ocit 1825

— Jan. 1813.

2 Jan. 1822.

9 Fel^. 18;3i^..

7 0<^t. 1823.

Ca^l^.^l^;DERS-IN-CHIEF in- BENGAL.

Appointed. *

26 Sepl^t 1777.
Quitted Command.

25 Mnr. 1779.
Assumed Command.

Lieut.-Gen. Giles Stibbi^i^ti.... 16 Opt^. 1777. 
.......................   6 Oc(t 8720. V25. July 1785.'.;

■ ' [General Stibbert held the provincial command during tlie absence of Sir Eyre Coote at
Madras, and continued to hold tlie command after Sir Eyre Coote’s death till the 
arrival of General Sloper.] , •

6 Dd^. 1 Col^onel
' [During absence of Lord Cornwallis.]

15 Aug. 171^;^. Colonel Ahmt^tt^..........
[During absence of Lord Cornwallis.]

19 Septt Munjor-Gen.. Sir R.. A^l^e^i^c^i^c^mby 5- Oct^
[28th October 1793 assumed chief command in India.]

17 Jan. 1797. Mnjor-Gen. Morgan................... 17 Jan.
[During absence of General Abercromby.]

6 Apr. 1796. Lieut.-Gen. Sir A. Clarke, K.B. 30- Apr.
. [17th May 1798 assi^med chief command in India.]

6 Det. 11^1^0. 1 Aug. 1792.

... 15 Aug. 18£^9^. 5 Oct. 1793.

18rt^9^.

1797.

Oct^ 1793.

30 1797.

17 May 1798.
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5

Appointed. - Assumed Command.

11 April 1825. Lieut.-Gen. Gerard Lord Laee, 30 July 1805. 
[5th October 1805 assumed chi^^ command in India.]

18 Nov. 1812. Lieut.-Gen. Sir George Nugent 9 Oct. 1813.

5 Oct. 180ii.

28 Dec. 1814.

Appointed.

7 Oo. 17^-^.

7 Dd^.
11 Apr.

COMJ^.^^;DERS-iN-CHrEF at MADRAS.
!

• Assumed Command.

JuneLLi^l^.-G^G^^RR^^i^t SlSl^^r r...' 
[21 July 1785 assumed chief command in India.] 

. 17^^^.

. 1786.'

7 July

LLi^l^.-lj^Ge. Sir J. DDUni^....
Lieut.-Gen. Sir ,Arch. Campbell 

[Governor.]

Major-Gen. Sir W. Medows .

21 Jjly-
6 Apr.

1785.-

17^.5.
1786.

Quitted Comimmd.

21 July 1785.

6 A^j^r- 178^(>.
7 F'bbl 17^8^‘).

1789.
[^overnoi^.—The command was held by the senior of^^^ until the arrival of General 

Medows.] ,

28 Apr. 1795. Major-Gen. Sir Alured . 15 Jan. 1796. 6 Mar. 1797.
[6th March 1797 proceeded to assume.command in Beng^l..—The . command was held by 

the senior the arrival of Sir Alured Clarke.]

. AMaj^o-C^em George Harrii^.... 2^7 Mar. 1'797.
John Stu^^l^^-.......... 1 Aug. 1801.

M^a<^ri-^e^r^. Sir J. F. Ct^r^c^dok.. 17 Oc^t^. lt^(^‘^.
Liei^it.-Gi^n. H. McE^^wall ..
Lieu^1;.-G-§n. George Hewitts..', __ ____

lieirt^em 'Sm

7820•

10 D«^.
21 Dec.
29 May

18(^(^.
18(^S^.

20 Feb. 1790. 1 Aug; 1792.

^^2.^^^n. 1800.
117 Ot;t.' 1804. 

j^7 S^<^Jtt. 1807..
1^ Sept. 1807. ;^0 A^jrr, 1870.
10 Apj;^ 1810.

eb.
1810. i.„

3 Dd^.

6 Dec.

27 Sept. 1810.
21 May 1813.
25 May 1814.

15 June 1821.

11 Dec. 1824.
[Died 11th December 132,4.—Gen. Bowser the senior of^^cer then held the command.]

11 Mmk 18815, LL-<-^enn3ir GG?T?^alltei^,    
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CO]^]^7^:^]DERS-IN-CHIEF at BOMBAY.
Appointed. ' Assumed Command. Quitted Command.

31 Mar. Brig.-Gen. Lawrence Nls(^r^,,. S Jan. 1785. 20 Dec. 1786.

5 Sept. 1787. £ Medows J 6 Sept. 1788. 21 Jan. 1790.

[I’l^e^viously to the arrival of General Medows, M. Boddam, the governor, was invested 
with the command of the army.]

•5 Aug. 1789. Col. A^l^f^i^c^i^o^mby (C^(^v^(^i^r^(^r) .. 21 Jan. 179^0. 1^6 Nov. 1792.
6 Apr. 1796. MTcr^.Cre^nt^i^ad i^t^i^s ftti^s^i^t........ —Jan. 1797. 2^2 Jai^. 1800.

[22d Jan. 1800, proceeded to take command aTMadras.—-Previously to the arrival of
General Stuart the command was held by the senior of^<^i^r.]

Maj.-Gen. 0(iver NlcoK^...... 2^ Jan. 1800. — Feb. 1807. 
2 May ^^009^ 28 No,v. 1809. W OcL 1812.

. [loth Oct. 1812, .proceeded to take , command at to the arrival of
General Abercromby the command was held by the senior off^<^i^ir.]

28 Feb. 1812. Maj.-Gen. Sir Thomas Hislop. _
[Was captured on the voyage outwards, and upon his exchange was appointed to the 

' chie^ command at M^^ias.]' ' ' "
10 Jan. 1815. Lt.-Gen. Sir Mi(es Nightingall,« *24 -Feb. ■1816. 11-Jail.' -1819.

4 Nov. 9 Oct. 1810. 23 Novi 1825.

20 Julu 182^Z^.5[. Lt^Gem Sir Thomas Bradford, ,
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VOTES OF THANKS

1 -
BY THE

EAST-INDIA COMPANY^.

ADMIRALS PocOcK- and WATSON, and LORD CLIVE.
At a GeNerai, Co^R'r • held oh Wednesday the 2] St December 1^757.

Resolved, That the thanks -of -this General Court be given to Vice- '• 
Admiral Watson and to Vice-Admiral Pocock, for their eminent and 
signal services to this Company.

Admirals
Watson 

and 
I^c^^ocki ‘

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Court' be'given to Lieu- Lord Clive, 
ten^i^t Colonel Robert Clive-for his eminent and signal- services to this: J , ‘i 
Company. ~

ADMIRAL POCOCK, LORD CLIVE, and COLONEL LAW-;
RENCE. '

At a General Court held on Wednesday the 24th September 1760.
Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 

Vice-A^d^miral Pocock, Colonel Robert Clive, and Colonel Stringer 
Lawrence, for their many • eminent and signal services to this Com- 
pan^. o

Admiral
Pocock, 

Loi^d Clive, 
and 

Colonel

RIGHT HON. WARREN HASTINGS.
At a General Court held on Friday the 7th November 1783.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, that Warren Hast
ings, Esq. • Governor-general of Bengal, and tho other Members of 
the Supreme Council, have displayed uncommon zeal, ability, and 
exertion in the management of the affairs of the East-India Company 
during the late hostilities in India, particularly in finding resources for 
supporting the war in -the • Carnatic under so many pressing difficulties, 

■ when

Mr. Has- 
ting^s,    
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and 
Council.

when tliat country was in danger of being lost through the successful 
irruption of Hyder Ally Cawn aided by the powerful assistance of the 
French, and also in concluding the late treaty of peace with the Mah
rattas, at a period so critical, and on terms so honourable and advan
tageous to the permanent interest of the Company. ’

Resolved therefore. That the thanks ' of this Court be given to 
Warren Hastings Esq., Governor-gen(^i^;^> and the other Members of 
the Supreme Council, for the above specified great and distinguished 
se^ii^(^i3; and further, that this Court doth request the said Warren 
Hastings, Esq. Governor-general, not to resign the station he now 
holds, until the tranquillity of our possessions in India shall be restored, 
and the arrat^j^isments necessary upon the re-establishment of peace 
shall hqve taken place.

Marquis 
Cornwallis.

Sir W.
M^t^dows^.

Sir Robert 
Abercrom. 

bie.

MARQUIS ■ CORN'^VALLIS, SIR WILLIAM MEDOWS, and 
SIR ROBERT ABERCROMBIE.

At a Generai- Court held on Wednesday the 23d January 1793.
Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this Court, that 

' the Most Noble Marquis Cornwallis, Knight of the most noble Order 
of the Garter, has . displayed uncommon zeal and ability in the 
management of the affairs of the East-India Company during the time 
he has been Governor-general and Commai^t^i^i^-ii^r^lui^ir in India, and 
particular:^;y in conducting the late war with Tippoo Sultaun, and also 
in concluding the late treaty of peace with Tippoo, on terms so 
honourable and advantageous to the interests of the Company 

, their all^i^i^ss; and
That the thanks of this Court be given to Marquis Cornwallis 

the very gallant and important services he has thus rendered to 
East-India Comj^^i^n^; also

That his statue be placed in this Court-room, that his great services 
may be ever had in remembrance.

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Major-General Sir William Medows, Knight of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath, for' his gallant and meritorious services during the 
late war in India. < • ■

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to, 
Major-General Sir Robert Abercrombie, Knight of the Most Noble 

■ Order of the Bath, for his gallant and meritorious services during the 
' late war in India,

and

for 
the

Resolved
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Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
all the Officers of the Army, European and Native, under the Mar
quis Cornwallis, for their gallant conduct during the late war in Ind^^; 
also

That this Court doth highly approve and acknowledge the services 
of the ■Non-commissioned Officers ■ anel Private Soldiers, both ■ Euro
pean and Native, serving under the Marquis Cornwallis during the 
late war in India, and that the same be signified to them by' the officers 
of the several Corps, who are desired to thank them for their gallant 
behaviour.

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
the Members of the Supreme Council of ■ Bengal, of the Council at 
Fort St. George, and of the Council at Bombay, for the zealous 
assistance and support which they have uniformly afforded to the 
Marquis Cornwallis and to the army during the late war in India.

' ■

LORD HOBART. ' >
At a General Court held on Thursday the 6th December 1798.
Resolved unanimously, That the- thanks of this Court be given to 

the Right Honourab^^ Lord Hobart, for his able and meritorious ■ con
duct in the administration of the Company's affairs in the Government 
of Madras. -

EARL of MORNINGTON, LORD CLIVE, JONATHAN DUN
CAN, Esq., GENERAL HARRIS and GENeRAL STUART.

At a General Court held on Wednesday the 13th November 1799.

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to . 
the Earl of Mornington, for the wisdom, energy, and decision displayed 
by him in the discharge of the arduous duty Governor-general, 
from the period of his arrival in India until the glorious and happy 
termination of the late war in that country, by which the power of the 
Sultan of Mysore and influence of the French in • India have been 
crushed ; events which promise to establish on^a firm basis the tran
quillity and security the British dominions in India. '

Resolved unanimously, That the tlianks of this Court be given to 
the Right Honourable ■ Lord Clive, Governor ofMadras, for his zealous 
co-operations with the Earl of Mornington in the measures proposed 

' ■ by

Officers of 
the Armj^^

Non-com
missioned 

Of^cers 
and 

Pi^^va^es,

Members 
of Council.

Lord 
Hobart.

Earl of .
Morning

ton.

Lord Clive.
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Mr. Dun
can,

General 
Harins.

768

by his Lordshijp; and particularly in the exertions which he made for
equipping the Madras Army for those operations which have ■ re
dounded so much to its honour and to the interests of this Company.

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Jonathan Duncan, Esq., Governor of Bombay, for the ' 'zeal and' 
promptitude of his conduct in preparing the army of that Presidency 
for the field, whe^^by it was enabled to. take a conspicuous share in 
the glorious achievements of the late campaign against the Mysore 
dominions. .

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Lieutenant-General George Harris, Commai^(^^i^-^ii^-chi(^ir of the King’s 
and Company’s Forces employed at the siege of Seringapatam, for die. . 
very able and judicious rnanner in which the attack of that fortress 
was planned.

f[l>e Army. , , Resolved unaniniiously. That the thanks of this Court be given tq
■ tile Officers of the King’s and Company’s Forces -J*.the

assault of Seringapatam on. the 4th -May . 1799, for the rapidity^^ 
animation, and skill which they manifested, in the execution of this, 
important service; and to the Non-commissio'ned Officersand Privates, 
for the courage and -intrepidity of their conduct upon that brilliant 
occassi^on; and - especially tor the exemplary humanity displayed by the 
assaulting party, under circumstances which reflect .equal honour .on 
their discipline, valour, and exalted - generosity.' ,

Generald Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court, -de given to
^UVrmyn Lieutenant-General Stuart, for his able conduct in the cornnaand of 

the Bombay army previous to its junjtiooi; and to the OfSoers ..rnd 
Men of- that army, who were engaged in the action of fhe- 6tlt- jNdrcli, 
with a chosen body of the troops of Tippop Sultaun, for their - able 
and spirited conduct upon that occasion.

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Lieutenant-General Harris and the Oficers and Men of the, . King’s 
and Company’s Forces under his command, for the great and impor
tant services rendered to the East-India Company throughout.- tlie 
wlihoe of the late glorious campaign, which has terminated to the, 
advantage of the Company and the Nation, by affording a well-, 
grounded hope that the peace of India will be secured on a solid and, 
lasting foundation. .

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
the late Chairman, Jacob Bosanquet, Esq., Deputy^ Chairman, Sir 
Stephen Lushington, Bart., and the Court of Directors, - for their 
■ ‘ watchful

General 
Aiitrns and 

Army.

^^ourt of 
jyirectors.
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watchful and unremitting attention to every possible danger that, 
might threaten our possessions in Indii^; more especially for the manly 
and decisive aid which they afforded their' Governors abroad, by 
transmitting to them, in bullion and stores, the substantial means of 
defence against the .formidable and dangerous attack which then 
threatened them. '

Oeneral 
Lake.

' 4
MARQUIS WELLESLEY, and GENERALS LAKE, ST. JOHN, 

and WELLESLEY.
• At a Genekai. Court held on Tuesday the 22d May 1804.
Resolved unanimously, That this Court taking into consideration Marquis 

the despatches relative to the late , brilliant successes in the East-Indies, , Wel'*‘s*'ey' 
in the war with the Mahratta chieftains, Dowlut Row Scindia and 
the Rajah of Berar, without entering at present into the origin ' and 
policy of that war, the documents respecting which; are not yet before 
the Court, the thanks of this Court be given to the ' Most Noble the ' 
Marquis' Wellesley, Governo'r-general, for the zeal, vigour, activity, 
and ability which he displayed in preparing 'the armies at the several 
presidencies to take the field, and to which may be attributed, in , 
a great measure, the rapid and brilliant successes of the military' 
operations which have crowned the ' British arms in the East-Indies, ’

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to. 
General Gerard Lake, Commant^t^i^-i^-chi^lf of his Majesty’s and of 
the Company’s Forces in India, for the great and eminent services, 
and the ' invincible intrepidity and spirit manifested by him ' in the com
mand of the army serving in Jlindostan, by which he has maintained 
the honour of the British nation, and refl<scted such additional lustre 

, on the reputation of the British arms.
Resolved unanimously, Tliat the thanks of this Court be given to 

Major General the Honourable Frederick St. John, for his courage 
and steadiness in seconding the efforts of the Comm^i^t^i^i^-^ii^-s^l^ii^lf in 
Hin^^i^lt^n; and also to Major-General the Honourable Arthur 
Wellesley, for the important and brilliant services performed by him 
in the command of the separate array within the Deckan ; and also 
to the several Officers of the .Aimy, both European and Native,' for 
their gallant conduct and meritorious exertions during the arduous, ' 
honourable, and successful campaign in the East-Indies.

Resolved unanimously. That this Court doth highly approve and 
acknow^iedge the zeal, discipline, and ' bravery, uniformity displayed by 
the Non-commissioned Officers and Private Soldiers, both European 

S D and

GcneraU 
St. John 

and

The 
cars,

and Pri
vates.
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and Native, employed against the enemy in the East-I^ndies, and 'that 
the same be signified to them by the Commanders of the several Corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their exemplary and gallant beha
viour.

Marquis of 
H^st^ings.

\ ■

Sir D. Ocb- 
terlony.

The Offi
cers,

and Pri
vates.

MARQUIS OF HASTINGS and SIR DAVID OCHT^E^RI^ONY. 
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 11th December 1816.
• Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 

the Most Noble Marquis of Hastings, Knight of the Most- Noble Order 
of the Garter, Governor-general and Commander-in-chief, for the 
prudence, energy, and ability, combined with a judicious application 
of the resources of the Company, displayed by his lordship in plan
ning and di^^cting the operations of the late war against the Ne- 
paulese, undiert^i^l^^n ,in consequence of a persevering system of en
croachment and insult on their pa^r; find also for his wisdom and 
moderation, ■ in availing hi^^^Iif of the successes obtained by the 
army for concluding a peace with the Ghorka Power, on terms both 
honourable and advantageous. ‘

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given, to 
Major-General Sir David Ochterlony, Bart, and G.C.B., for the 
vigoui', judgment, and effect with which he personally conducted the 
operations of the force under his command on all occasions, and par
ticularly in the last campaign, the management of which and of the 
subsequent nego.ciation was with great propriety entrusted to him, in 
testimony of the confidence due to his experienced merits- and well- 
acguired distinction.

Resolved unanimously, That- the thanks of this Court be given to 
all the Officers, both European and Native, belonging to the army 
which served in the Nepaul war, for their gallant and meritorious 
service during the late war.

Resolved unanimously. That this -Court doth highly approve and 
acknowledge the services of the Non-commissioned Officers and Pri
vate Soldiers, - both European and Native, who were employed in the 
late war, and that - the thanks of the Court be signified to them by the 
Officers of their respective corps, as well for their patience under 
unusual fatigues, apd th^ir cheerful endurance of privations, as for 
their valour and intrepidity in presence of the enemy. .
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MARQUIS OF HASTINGS. _
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 3d February 1819.
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be presented 

to the Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, K. G. &c. &c. &c., for 
the wisdom, skill, and energy so eminently displayed by his .Lordship, 
in planning and conducting the late military operations against the 
Pindarrms, of which the happy result has been th^, extinction of a 
predatory power which had established itself in the heart of Hindostan, 
and whose existence experience had shewn to be alike incompatible 
with the security of the Company’s possessions and the general tran
quillity of India. ' .

Also, That this Court, whilst it deeply regrets the occur^ience 
any circumstances leading to an extension tlie Company’s territo
ries, duly appreciates the foresight, promptitude, and vigour, with 
which the Marquis of Hastings, by a combination, of military with 
political talents, anticipatetl and encountered the proceedings of an 
hostile confederacy among tlie Mabratta States, defeated their armies, 
reduced them to submission, and materially lessened their means o^ 
future aggression. ’ ' ‘

Marquis • 
Hastings.

SIR THOMAS HISLOP and the ARMY.
At a General Court held on Thursday the 4th February 1819, 
I^i^isolved unanimouisly, That the thanks of this Court be given to 

Lieutenant General Sir Thomas Hislop, Bart., ■ G. C.-B., for his dis
tinguished and successful services during the late campaign in India, 
and particularly in the action' which was fought at Mahidpore on tlie 
21st December 1817, by' the force under his immediate command, 
against the army of Mulhar Row Holkar, and which terminated in a 
decisive and important victory : but that this Court wishes to be un
derstood as not giving any opinion relative to the circumstances atten- . 
dant upon the capture of Talnair, until fuller information respecting 
it than is afforded by the papers now before the Court shall be fur
nished.

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
the General, Field, and other Officers, both of His Majesty’s and the 
Company’s Forces, for their gallant and meritorious conduct in the 
field during the late campaign in India.

Resolved unanimously. That this Court doth acknowledge and 
highly approve the zeal, discipline, and bravery displayed by the Non
commissioned Of^cers and Privates, both European and Native, era- 

3 d 2 ployed

Sir T, 
Hislop.

Tlie Offi
cers,

and Pri
vate:*,
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•ployed against the enemy during the late campaign in India, and that 
the thanks of the Court be signified to them by the Commanders of 
the several Corps for their exemplary and gallant behaviour.

Marquis of 
Hoistings.

marquis of Hastings;
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 29th May 1822.

Resolved unanii^t^i^i^ly. That tfiat this Court most cordially concur 
with the Court of Directors in their estimation of the unremitting 
zeal and eminent ability with which the Most Noble the Marquis of 
Hastings has, during a period of nearly nine years, administered the 
government of British India, with such high credit to himself and 
advantage to the interests of the East-Ii^dia Company. ■

That this 'Court referring to the sentiments' expressed by themselves 
and the Court of Directors in December 18l6, on returning 'thanks to 
Lord Hastings for' his skilful and successful operations in the war 
against the Nepaulese ; to their resolution of the 3d February 1819, 
recognizing the wisdom and energy ' of those measures which extin
guished a great predatory power that had established itself in the 
heart of Hindustan, whose existence experience had ' shewn to he alike 
incompatible wit-h the security of the Company’s possessions and ' the 
general tranquillity of India ; applauding, at the same time, the fore
sight, promjrtitude, and vigour with which his Lordship, by a combi
nation of military with political talents, had anticipated and encoun
tered the proceedings of an hostile confederacy among (he Mahratta 
States, defeated their armies, reduced them to submission, and mate
rially lessened their means of future aggre^^ii^n; referring, also, to the 
Resolution of the Court of Directors of the 10th March 1819, in which 
they appeal, at the close of two glorious and successful wars, to the 
Rec^ords of the East-India Company, for the great services which his 
Lordship’s unwearied assiduity and comprehensive knowledge of the 
Company’s affairs had enabled him to render to its most impor
tant i inter^^^t^; this Court cannot but with the highest satisfac
tion 'witness their Executive Authority again coming forward, at the 
termination of a career so useful and brilliant, to express and promul
gate their sense of bis Lordship’s exalted merit, and their deep regret 
that . domestic circumstances should withdraw him from the govern
ment of their Asiatic Territories. Thjit this Court strongly parti
cipate in that regret, and request the Court of Directors to convey to 
the Marquis Hastings, Governor-general and Commander-in-chief, 
those exprettions of their unfeigned admiration, gratitude, and 

. applause. •
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VOTES OF PENSIONS AND MONEY

BY' THE

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

LORD CLIVE.
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 23d September 1767.

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That this General Court, in con- Lord Clive, 
sideration of the , important services . rendered to this Compan;y by Lord 
Clive, do recommend it to,. and empower the Court of Directors to 
make a grant, under the Company’s Seal, to Lord Clive and his per
sonal Representatives, of an .additional term, of ten years in his Lord
ship’s Jaghire, commencing from the determination of his Lordship’s 
present right therein, provided the Company shall be in the possession 
of the lands out of which the Jaghire issues during such additional 
term of ten years.

LORD MACARTNEY.
At a Court of Directors held on Wednesday the 12th April 1786.

Resolved by the Ballot, That it is the opinion of this Court that the Lord Ma- 
Right Honourable George Lord Macartney, whilst he was Governor ' cartney' 

of Madras, ,upou all occasions manifested the greatest zeal in support 
of the interests of this Company, and that he faithfully discharged his 
duty as such, more especially by adhering strictly to his covenants 
and engagements with the Company, in declining to accept any 
presents from the Country Powers, or from any person whatever in 
India. That the example set by his Lordship in giving in, upon oath, 
a state of his property gained ,in the Company’s service, was highly 
meriitorious, inasmuch as such conduct was afterwards sanctioned by 
an .Yet of the Legislature, and by which statement it appears that his 
Lordship’s fortune had been vecy moderately increased during his 
residence in India, and that the same arose solely froni the savings he 
made from his salary and allowances authorized by this Court.

, Resolved by the Ballot, That it is incumbent upon this Court to 
shew their fullest approbation of such upright and disinterested con- 

3 D 3 duct.
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■luct, in the hope that so laudable an example will be followed by 
their servants in 'Instil; and moreover, that it is fittin_g that same 
compensation should be made to his Lordship, and that it will be a 
proper reward for such distinguished services and strict integrity, to. 
grant his Lordship an annuity of £1,500 during the term of his 
natural life.

Marquis 
Cornwallis.

3.ord 
Hobart.

Marquis
Wellesley.

MARQUIS CORNWALLIS.
Ati^<j:^2^i^BAL Court held on Wednesday the 26th June 1793.

Resolved unanimously, That this Court taking into consideration 
the zeal, ability, and disinterestedness manifested by the Most Noble 
Marquis Cornvvallis 'in the condUct of 'the EaSt-India Company’s 
affairs, during the whole of the period for which he ■ has presided over 
the British interests in India, are of opinion that, aS a mark of the 
high sense enterlMued by this Court of his Lordship’s merits and ser
vices, 'the Marquis Cornwallis be 'riequested to accept 'an annuity of 
£5,000, to issue but of the territorial revenues in India, -bn the tenn 
of twenty years, to commence from the day "bf his departure fron- 
India, and that the same be paid to his.Lfndship, his heirs, executors, 
administrators, or ■ assigns, for the term aforesaid.

LORD HOBART.
At a General Court held on Thursday the 6th December 1798.
Resolved, That this Court doth approve and confirm the Resolution 

of the Court of Directors of the 8th da^ August last, wherieby a 
pension of £1,500 per annum is granted to the Right Honourable 
Lord Hobart,'payable out of the territorial revenues in India, for the 
period of this Company’s exclusive trade, if he shall so long live, and 
to commence from the time of his quitting the Government of Madras.

MARQUIS WELLESCEY.
At a Court op Directors held on Wednesday the 10th Dec. 1800.

The Court taking into consideration the important services rendered 
to the East-^^r^dia Company by their present Governor-general, the 
Most Noble the Ma'rquis Wellesley; the political wisdom and foresight 
which distinguished his conduct in negocialing and concluding a treaty 
with the Soubah of the Deccan, wheneby a body of 11,000 men, com
manded by 124 French officers, was completely disbanded and the 
o--icens made prisoners, thereby removing the cause of great political 
• ■ apprehension,
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appri^l^^nsion, and leaving the army of His Highness at full liberty to. ‘ 
act in conjunction with his British allies in the subsequent conquest of 
Myst^i^tj; the zeal and alacrity shewn by his Lordship in proceeding 
to the Coast of Coromandel to forward the equipment of the army 
which afterwards elftjt^tied. that glorious achievement, which not only 
terminated in the destruction of a most implacable enemy, but by 
which the Company also acquired a very large addition of territorial 
rev(^m^<3; the great ability, energy, firmness, and decision displayed 
by him during the whole of the negociation with the late Tippoo Sul
taun, and the able manner . in which the subsidiary treaty with the 
Rajah of Mysore was conclui^i^d; .

Resolved unanimously. That in reward for such eminent services 
his Lordship be requested to accept an annuity of £5^,000, to issue 
out the territorial revenues in India, for the term of twenty years, 
provided the Company’s exclusive trade shall so long continue and the 
territorial revenue shall so long remain in possession of the Comj^i^i^^; • '
to commence from the 1st September 1798, being the day on which 
the before-mentioned treaty with the Soubah of the Deccan was con
cluded, and that the same be paid to his Lordship, his executors, 
administrators, or assigns, for the term aforesaid.
, Resolved, That the above Resolution be laid before a General 
Court to be specially called for the purpose, for their approbation, 
agreeably to the 19th seC. of the 6th chap, of the Company’s ■ By
Laws.

At a General Court held on Thursday the 1.5th January 1801.
Resolved, That the Count entire^ly coincide with the sentiments of 

the Court of Directors, as expressed in their Resolution now under 
consideration, bearing date the 10th ultimo, and agree to the pro
position therein contained, as a proper testimony of the high sense 
they entertain of the extraordinary merits and most eminent services 
rendered by the Most Noble the Marquis Wellesley to this Company.

MARQUIS CORNWALLIS.
At a General Court held on Friday the 14th March 1806.

Resolved, That this Court having heard rea3 the papers commu- Marquis 
nicated by the Court of Directors concerning the late Marquis Corn- Cor“wal'is- 

wallis, together with their resolution upon the same, this Court 
concurs with the Honourable Court of Directors in the ' sentiments 
which they have- so feelingly expressed respecting that great and 

3 D 4 illustrious
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illustrious character.. That, taught by the splendid services of his life 
to measure the calamity of his death* this Court most deeply deplores 
the loss which the East-India Company and the public have sustained, 
in being deprived of the aid of so much wisdom and so much virtue, 
at a crisis of their affairs peculiarly calling .‘for the exercise of .those 
qualities. That even under these sorrowful impressions, this Court 
cannot but partake of the satisfaicti^i^n' expressed by the Court of Db 
rectors, that 'the purpiose for .which his .Ixardship may .be truly said .to 
have offered up his life to his country, is likely to .be' fully answered by 
the . scheme of general pacificatk^n which he had distinctly marked 
out, by the progress already made iq r^(^g^c^<ib^tion under ' his orders* 
and by the determination of Sir George S^a^rlow, the present. Go
vernor-general, to adhere tO the principles laid down by his pre
decessor, as founded,upon the declared will .of Legislature and
the unequivocal orders of the Court of Directc^rs, That this Court 
feeling equally anxious with the' Directors ' to evince its grateful 'respecr 
for ' the memory of so eminent a person, doth cordially agree with 
meir recommendatio.n to 'present to 'the, late Lord Broome, hbw 
Marquis Cornwallis, the''Sun^ of £40,0^^, 'as a mark of'the very 
high sense which it enrertains of the services and sacrifices.' of his 
illustrious father.

■■ I ■ • . ,. > , •

SIR JOHN M^uCPHERSON. '
■■ At.. a General Court held on Wednesday . the Slst June 1809,

Sir J. Mac. The Ch^airma^n acquaint^ed (^he Court:, t^ha^t on t^he 16rh^M^ay ,h^^^trhe
pberson. Court of Directors came to a Resolution, granting an annuity of 

£^1,000 to Sir John Macpherson, Bart., formerly GcverncrNgeneral o^ 
Bengal, for his life; subject, neverthieless, to the condition that he do 
assign over to the Company his demand on the Nabobs of Arcot, in 
order to the repayment :ro the Company of £10,000 advanced him 
on loan in 1805, with interest at the rate of 4 per cent, from rhar rine 
to the time o^ paym^i^t; a.nd' rhar so soon as the above deed is com^ 
pleted, the securities on his freehold farm in Sussex and on his lease
hold house at Brompton for the said debt of £10,000 be returned to 
Sir John Macpherson.

Resolved, nemin^tcontradicenre, That this Court approve rne 
resolution of the Court of Directors of the Idth May last, granting 
an annuity to Sir John Macpherson, subject to the condition rnerein-■ 
menrioned.

RIGHT
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right hon. ■ warren Hastings.
At a Generai, Court held on Wednesday the 25th May 1814.
Resolved . unanimously, That- this Court taking into consideration 

all the circumstances of the case of Warren Hastings, Esq., formerly 
Govern<^i^^general, and the important services rendered by him to the 
Compt^n;y, is-o^ opinion that the - annuity granted to the- said Warren 
Hastings, for - the term- of twenty-eight years and a ha^^ from the 24th 
June -1796, of £4,000,*- which expired on the 25th December 1813, 
be continued - to him from that'period during- the term of his natural 
life, to issu^- oUt of the territorial ' revenues of India, and be payable 
in England; .

- . -r . I- [ ,i_ 1 , |. , ■

' k^A^^QtriS WELLESLEY.
. At .a Gjif^i^n^AL Cou^:r Tt^^jd on Wednesday the 25th May 1814.

I Resolved,';That the annuity of £^5,000 granted. on the 15th - January 
1801 fo-_-Marq^iis Wellesley, lifoi^r the term twenty years from 1st 
September;- 1798, - provided-: the . Company's - exclusive trade- should -. so 
long continue and. the territoral revenue.s -should so long remain in 
possession of the Company, in consideration of the eminent - services 
rendered by him to the East-India -Company, and of -which period 
four years and a hal^ will remain unexpired at the commencement of 
the new Charter, be continued to his Lordship for the term -of his 
natural -'life, to issue out of ■■ th^' territorial revenues of- India, and be 
payable in England.

Mr. Has
, tings.

Marquis 
Wellesley.

• The Ghairman then stated to the Court, that the Court of Director^ 
were of opinion, that if the decease of Marquis Wellesley sliould 
occur previous to the determination of the unexpired term of the 
pension above-mentioned, the same should be paid to his Lords'hip’s 
executors or assigns during the whole of that period, viz, for four 
years and a-hal^ from the commencement of the new Charter ' : - :

And

• The General Court originally voted £^5,000 per annum to Mr. Hastings, ■ on 
the 3d June 1795 : this was not confirmed by tlie Board of Commissioners, and on 
the 26th February 1796 an annuity of £^41,000 was graiyed and confirmed by the 
Board. Ill June 1795. tlie , Geneial Court resolved to pay Mr. Hastings’s law
expenses, amounting to £;71,080. In March 1796 the Company advanced Mr. 
Hastings £^J^0,000, the same to be repaid by instalments £^^,000 a-year, with 
interest. In July 1804 Mr. Hastings was admitted t^ the full receipt of his' 

annuity of £^4^,000 from 50th ' June 1803.
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. And the Court, after deliberating thereon, concurred in the said 
opinion of the Court of Directors.

' SIR DAVID OCHTERLONY.
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 20th Dece^mber 1815. 

Slr D. The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it was made special for 
Ocht®rloliy" the purpose of laying before them a resolution of the Court of 

Directors of the 6th instant in favour of Major-General Sir David 
Ochterlony, Bart, and K.C.B., which Ve^s^i^ll^i^ion was then read, being 
as follows, viz.

“ At a General Court ‘of Directors held on Wndnnsday 6th 
“ December 1815: .

“ A Report from the Committee of Correspondence, dated this day, 
“ being read, .

“ Resolved unanjimously, That in consideration of the eminent and 
“ most beneficial services rendered to the Company by Major-General 
“ Sir David Ochterlony, Bart, and K.C.B., in the war against the state 
“ of Nepaul, by which the honour o^ the British arms was upheld, and 
“ the enemy, after the capture ofextensive provinces important to them, 

’“were induced to sue for peace, on terms understood to be advan- ■ 
“ tageous to the Company, a pension of £1,000 per annum be granted 
“ to the said Sir David Ochterlony, to commence from the date of . the 
“ victory obtained byhim over the Nepaulese on the 16th day of April 
“ 1815, the said grant to be subject to the approbation of the General 
“ Court of Proprietors.”

It was then
Resolved unanimously, That this Court approve and confirm the 

said Resolution of the Court of Directors, granting a pension of £1,000 
per annum to Major-General Sir David Ochterlony, Bart, and 
K.C.B. - *

■ MARQUIS OF HASTINGS.
At a General Court held on Thursday the 10th June 1819.

Marquis of Resolved by the Ballot, That this Court concur in the recom- 
Hastings. jnentldtiijn of the Court of Directors, as contained in their resolution 

of the 20th ul^^^(^,’‘and that the sum of £60,000 be accordingly 
granted, to be applied to the benefit of the Marquis of Hastings in 
the mode pointed out in that resolution, subject to the confirmation 
of another General Court. >

Confirmed unanimously on the 23d June 1819.
SIR
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SIR G. H.'BARLOW, Bart,
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 22d December 1819.

■ IR^s^i^lved, That this Court approve the Resolution of the Court of Sii'G. H. 
Directors of the 10th ultimo, granting to Sir George Hilaro Barlow, ' "
Bart. G.C.B., a pension of £1,500 per annum, ■ to commence from 
21st May 1818, subject to_ the confirmation of another General Court. '

Confirmed 22d March 1820. .

. SIR JOHN MAL^COLM. .
At a Court of Directors, held on Wednesday the 5th January 1825.

Resolved by the Ballot, That in consideration of the distinguished ffii- j. 
merits and services of Major-General Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B., 
duriing a very lengthened period in high military and civil stations, in 
which he has displayed great skill and gallantry' as a soldier, and 
evinced no less talent in diffcult 'and distant diplomatic missions, by 
which the interests of the East-India Company have been greatly 
promoted, and the character of the Company’s service upheld, he be 
granted a pension of £1,000 per ailnum, to commence from Christ
mas last, subject to the approbation of the General Court of Pro
prietors, and to the confirmation of the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India. ' ' 

■ At a General Court held on Wednesday the 23d March 1825.
Resolved, nemine contradicente, ■ That this Court approve the re- ' 

solution of the Court of Directors of the Sth January last, granting 
to Major-General Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B., a pension of £1,000 
per annum, upon the grounds therein stated, subject to the confirma
tion of another General Court.

This resolution was confirmed on the 27th April 1825.
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VOTES OF STATUES

BY THE

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

Admiral
P^ocock, 

and 
Colonels 
Clive and.

/ 
Sir E. 
Coo^.

Mr. Hast
ings.

At a General Court, the 24th September 1760.
Resolved- unanimously, That the Chairman and Deputy Chair

man, when they wait upon Vice-A^c^miral Pocpck, Colonel Clive, and 
Colonel Lawrence, will desire those gentlemen to give their consent 
that their Portraits or Statues be taken, in. order to be placed in some 
conspicuous par^s of this House, .that their . eminent and signal . services 
to.this. Company, may be ever had in . remembrance. .

At a General Court, the 28th April 1784. ■
Unanimously resolved, That this Court do recommend . it to the 

Court ofDirectors to erect a statue to the mfemiiry of Sir Eyre Coote, 
in. the General Court-room. •

Marquis 
Cornwallis.

At a General Court, held the .23d .January I7i^3. , 
' ' Resolved unanimously, That the status of the Most Noble Marquis 
-(Tomiviillis,- Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, be . placed 
^n' the Court-room, that lu^ . great services may. be ever, bad.-in 
femembrance.

At a General Court held on Wednesday the .12th January 1820.
Re^solved, That as the last. testimony of approbation of . the long, 

zealous, and successful services of the late Right Honourable Warren 
Flastings, in maintaining without diminution the British possessions 
in India against the combined efforts of European, Mahomedan, and 
Mahratta enemies, the Statue of that distinguished servant of the 
East-India Company Jjtj placed among the statesmen and heroes who 
have contributed in their several stations to the recovery, preservation, 
and security of the British power and authority in India.
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REGULATIONS
FOR

GRANTING ABSiENl’EE ALLOWANCES TO CIVIL SERVANTS 

IN EUROPE.

Civil Servants, after an actual residence of ten years in India in the 
civil -service, to be entitled to come .once to Europe, on leave, for 
three years, and to receive for that' period an allowance of £500 per 
annum. No greater number of • servants to come home under ■ this 
regulation annually than seventeen from Bengal, nine from Madras, 
and six' from Bombay, and no larger ' number in the whole to be ■ absent 
under this regulation at one time than fifty-one from Bengal, • t^^rd^ 
seven from Madras, and' eighteen - from Bombay. The preference to 
be given first to those producing medical certificates, on - oath, -that a 
visit to Europe is indispensably- necessary for the restoration of their 
health, and then, to servants according to seniority -of rank.

Civil servants compelled by illness, certified on . oath, to, come to 
Europe previous to their completion - of - .the period of residence in India 
above prescribed, to be presented with 2,000 sicca rupees as passage;- 
money, and to be entitled, for a period not exceeding three years, to 
an allowance of £250 per annum. Servants having received this in
dulgence shall not, in 'the event of their again coming to Europe after 
having completed a resid^i^t^ie, of ten years or upwards,-be . entitled to 
a^^ allowance under the first regulation, unless -their return be again 
occasioned .by illness, and then only to the difference bet^w^vien what . 
they have before drawn as absentee allowance (exclusive of. passage
money) and £500 per annum for three years.

• Servants going in the ^rist instance to the Cape for their health, - and 
-l^i^i)^^ compelled from the same cause to come thence to Europe, to 
be entitled to the benefit of the foregoing regulations.

In all cases, ' the said -allowances to commence from the -date of 
leaving India, and terminate at the end of threie years from that date, 
or at the time of arrival in India, whichever m^y first happen.

The allowances in question to be paid half-yearly in Europe, and on 
no account to be extended beyond three year^.»

No servant drawing an absentee allowance from a civil fund to re
ceive, during the same period of absence, the allowt^i^ces prescribed by 
these regulations, beyond such amount as may bring tbe total of his 
receipts from both sources to the sum hereby limited.
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FURLOUGH REGULATIONS.

Officers (of whatever rank) must be ten years in India before they 
can be entitled (except in case of certified sickness, and as hereafter 
specified) to their rotation to, be absent on furlough, and the same rule 
is applicable to assistant military surgeons. The furlough to be 

■grj^nted by the Command^r^ii^-chii^lf at each Presidency, with the 
approbation of the respective Governments.

Officers who have not served ten years in India, but whose presence 
in England is required by urgent priva-fe affairs, may be allowed a fur
lough for one year without pay.

A chaplain after seven yetn^i^’ residience in India is allowed to come 
home on furlough and receive the pay of major. Should he come 
home from sickness prior to this period of service, he is allowed the 
pay of captain only. . .

A conductor of stores is allowed furlough pay, only in case of com
ing home from sickness. ,

Officers coming to England • on furlough, are required immediately 
to report their arrival by letter to the secretary, stating the name of ' 
the ship in which they came, and their address, forwarding at the 
same time the certificates they received in India- ,

The period of furlough is three years, reckoning from its date to 
the day of the return of the offcer to his Presidency,

Officers are required to join the establishment to ' which -they be
long at the expiration of the three years’ furlough, unless they shall 
have obtained an extension of leave from the Court, six months before 
the expiration of that period. No furlough -will be extended except 
in cases of sickness, certified in the manner hereafter ment^oi^iei; or 
in cases in which it shall be proved to the Court that a further resi
dence in Europe is indispensably necessary. .

All officers findi^ng it necessary to solicit a further leave of absence 
6n account of sickness, must, if residient in London or its vicinity, 
appear before the Company’s examining physician, Dr.W. F. Chambers, 
of Upper Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, - who wil^ report to the 
Court of Directors Kis opinion on the state of such officer’s health. 
And if resident in the country, - in any part of the United Kingdom, 
they must transmit, with- their letter of application for such leave, a 
certificate according to the following form, signed by at least two gen
tlemen eminent in the medical pmfession, viz. . ,

“T
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“ I hereby certify that I have carc^^iTully examined [state the nature ' 
ef the case, as well as the name of the pari^iy], and 1 declare upon my 
honour, that according to the best of my judgment and belief, 
............................. i sat: -prt^i^ent nnfif for milkiiry dt^t;y, nn d that it is 
abst^^u^ely eecesshry, for the rrcovery of his health, that he should 
rrmhie at least .. -......................... tegr^or i n hiii s cuel^t^ry. ”
Also, previously to such rxtrnsioe of furlough being goanten, such 

fdl•ther p^^o^ shall be adduced by personal examination, or by such 
olhrr rvineece as shall be deemed shtisfilclory,

Olfiicers hbroan’in any part of Europe, applying to remain a further 
time from their duty on account of sickness, are to fuonish a certificate 
of two rmieeet physicis^nii/ T 1;he abeve with' the attrstation of a
mhgistrhle that the persons who signed the ceoliTichte are phrsisians.

OTTlcrrs having obtained an extension of fu^^ough to a given proion, 
must at its expiration apply for permission, either to returt^lo thrir 
duty, or to orsine a further time in England. .

No o^filcrr who has fhilrn tO obtaini an extre3ioe of furlough will be ' 
coesinerrn eligible to ortuon to the service after five years' absence, 
unnrr the Act 33 Geo. III. cap. 52, sect. 70.

Every officer upon leaving India will rrsrivr a poinlrd copy of the 
General Order on this subject, publishrn hgrrrabIy to the CoupI's in- 
structioni and the plea of igeorhn^r of the regulations will not be ad-' 
mitted as any justificalion of the brr'ash of them; oT^sroSi throrfooe, 
who shall come home on furlough and who shall not in due time apply,' 
so as to. effect theio rrture to the presinensy to which they brloeg 
within the period of lhrrr rrars from the commensrmret of their fur
lough, will subject themselves to the loss of the srrvicr, unless they 
shall be prrmittrd by the Court to rrmhie a fuolher time in Europe.

No officer on furlough can reseivr pay for mooe than two yrhrs and 
a hal^ from the period of his quitting India, excepting colonels of regi
ments, and those of the rank of lieutrehet-colonel regimrntaUr, when 
p^^moted to that majot^-t^f^e^^i^i^l; the latteo are then allowed to draw 
the payment of lhrir brevet rhek bryoed the above pe-ion.
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REGULATIONS
RE^SPE^CJ^;iNG

MILITARY AND OTHER OFFICERS RETIRING FROM THE

COMPANY'S SERVICE.

Ev^ERYoiSScer after twenty-five , years' . service in India, three years for 
one furlough being included, is allowed to .retire with the pay of the 
rank to which he has attained within twelve . months .of . his arrival in 
Europe; but such pay is to .be the same . only as that allowed to oficers 
of infantry. . ,

A member of the Medical Board, who has . been in that station not 
less than two years, and not less than. twenty years in India, in
cluding three years for one furlough, is permitted to retire from the 
service, and allowed £500 per annum. .

A .surgeon of a general hospital, or superintending surgeon, who has 
been in. that station not less than two . years, and .whose period of 
service has been not less than twenty years, including tlirtje years for 
one furlough, as above, is permitted to . retire from the.. service, and 
allowed £300 per annum. , .

- All other surgeons and assistant-surgeons attached to the miiitary, 
are permitted to retire from the service on the pay of their rank after 
having served in India not less than twenty years, including three yean-s 
for. one .furlough.

'A. superintending surgeon on the Prince of WalesMsland establish
ment, who has been in that station not less than two years, and not 
less than twenty years in the service, including three years for one 
furlough, is allowed a pension of £.300 per annum. In the. case of his 
not having held that olE^e for two —y;ars, his retiring allowance is 
limited to ten shillings a-day. , ,

The senior, assistant surgeon, after the said period of service, is 
allowed to retire on ten shillings a-day.
*. All other assistant surg^oi^^^,. after the said period of service, are 
allowed to retire on five shillings' a-day.
• -In. the event . of any of the Prince of Wales'. Island medical . ser
vants being compelled by ill health (duly certified) to retire previous 
to their having served . twenty years, they are granted, in the case of 
the superintending surgeon and senior assistant surgeon, a retiring 
allowance of five shillings and in all. other cases, a -retiring
allowance. of . two shillings and sixpence a-day. If intermediately be

tween
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tween the completion of six and ten years, they are granted a retiring 
allowance of two shillings a-day.

A surj^ieon having served twenty years on the Company's establish
ment in China, including three years for one furlough, is allowed to 
retire on a pension of £200 per annum.

An^ assistant surgeon, after the said period of service, who shall not 
have attained the station of head surgeon, is allowed - to retire on a 
pension of £150 per annum.

A chaplain, after eighteen year;}' service in India (ten of which at a 
military station), including three years for one furlough, is allowed to 
retire with the pay of major.

A chaplain, a^ter eighteen years' service .on the Company’s esta
blishment in China, including three years’ absence on furlough, is 
allowed to retire on a pension of £200 per annum,

A chaplain, having served ten years in India or China, whose con
stitution will no)^’ admit'r^if his continuing in the service, may retire on 
the^alf-pay of major-; after seven years, -on the half-pay of captain.- '

A commissary or deputy ' C^i^r^issary ordnance, not ' being a 
commissioned officer, is -allowed to' retire on full pay if he has ' served 
twenty-seven years in India,‘' of which twelve must have been in the 
ordnance depari^i^^i^t; twenty-five years, fourteen of which in that 
depar^t^i^^r^t; or twenty-two years, seventeen years ' of which in the 
ordnance department. - '

A conductor of stores is allowed to retire on £60 per annum after 
twenty -five years’ actual service in India. '

Every lieutenant-colonel, major, or captain, is allowed to retire 
with the half-pay of the rank to which he has attained, in carse' his 
health shall not permit him to serve in Indii^; but he caii‘’'oniy - be 
allowed the pay of the rank he held at- the expiration of twelve months, 
from his arrival in Europe.

A lieutenant having served thirteen, or' an ensign nine years in 
India, including thr^e years for a furlough, may retire on the' half
pay of his rank, in case his ' health shall not permit him to serv^ in 
India.

A subaltern ofEicer, or military assistant surgeon, having served six 
years in India, is permitted to retire on -the hiaif-'paij of -eisign, if his 
constitution should be so impaired as to prevent the possibility of his 
continuing in India. *

Every ofEicer returning on furlough, and wishing to retire from the 
service, must make a declaration to that effect, within twelve month? 
after his- arrival in England; and in case of liis neglecting so to do, - he 

' 3 b must.

    
 



786 API’TNDIX.

must, at the expiration of his furlough, either return to India, or be 
held to have relinquished the service, and not be entitled to retire on 
pay, unless he has continued to serve in India, from his first arrival, 
for the space of years, without having a furi<^^i£^li; in that
case, he is allowed two years before he shall be called upon to signify 
his .intention of retiring; but he can only be allowed the pay of the 
rank he held at the expiration of twelve months from his arrival in 
Europe. . * '

Officers retiring from the service, will be considered to have re
tired from the date of their application for leave to retti^«;; or from the 
expiration of two years from the date of their landing in England, 
vrhiiche^ief shall - happen first.

BOMBAY MARINE.
REGULATIONS RESPECTING RETIREMENT AND FURLOUGH.

RETIREMENT.

Every officer of the marine who has actually served twenty-two 
years or upwards in India, is permitted to retire from the service with 
the following pay.

The master-attendant and - the commodore, after having 
served five years in either of those capacities,

A captain of the first class........
A captain of , the second cla^^....
A first lieutenai^t;.......................
Every officer retiring from ill health after ten years' service, and 

before they have com'pleted that of twenty-two years, is granted one- 
hal^ of the retiring allowance of his rank, as specified above.

£450
360
270
180

•f

FURLOUGH. •

A certain proportion of the marine officers (to be determined by the 
government, with a due regard ito the exigencies of the service) are 
allowed to come home on furlough for three years, with the pay only 
of their rank. ,

No officer under the rank of captain who has not actually served 
ten years in the marine, can be permitted to come home on furlough, 
unless in cases of ill -health, under the like, certificates as required from 
military officers.

If

    
 



APPEND 787

If the commodore is permitted to come home on furlough, he is to 
be allowed ■ the pay of a captain only. Half the remainder of his' 
allowance to be drawn by the senior captain in the service, who is to 
act as commodore during his absence, in addition to the pay of his 
rank as senior ■ captain-

The regulations for drawing pay on furlough and retiriement by the 
marine offcers are, as far as circumstances will admit, the same as 
those for the military officers.

3 K 2
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inde: x^.
A-lccounts.

General, of the Company's affairs 
to be annually laid before Parlia
ment, pages 1, 2, 54% 553.

Distinct, of the territorial, ' political, 
and commercial ■ affairs of the 
Company to be laid by the Court 
of Directors before the Board of 
Commissioners, I, 3.

Of all goods exported, of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of Great 
Britain, to be- laid annually before 
the Privy Council, 1-. .

Required by By-Laws. See By
Laws,

— ( Monejy of).
In British India, the rupee, 163.

Actiom.
Not to be stayed without authority 

of Board, 94,
Admi^'^iistrato^s.

See Executors and Admini^tirators.
.A^dmiralty Jur^isKlCtiCm.

Extended to King's courts in India, 
345.

Sessions four times a year, 346.
Advocate General.

Powers of, 346.
A^l^i^ens.

Removal of, from India, by order of 
Madras Government, 6. - ■

— by stat. 55 Geo. HI, c. 84, p. 7.
America.

Recognition of its independence b^ 
Great Britain, 11.

Treaty of commerce and navigation 
(dated Nov. 1794, and confirmed 
by the stat. 37 Geo. Ill, c. 97) 
with Great Britain, by which ' a 
free trade was granted into all 
por^s of British India, 13.

Convention of commerce (dated 3d 
July 1815) with Great Britain, 
13.

.^j^ifiTi^c^-^Continued).
Subsidiary and explanatory conven

tion (dated 30th October 1818) 
with Great Britain, 15,

Statute 59 Geo. Ill, . c. 54, carrying 
into effect the provisions of the 
above-mentioned convention, and 
allowing American ' vessels to 
clear out from any port in the 
United Kingdom -for British In
dia, 15.

Annuitizes, EaAt-lndia.
How formed and - disposed of, 17.
See East-iL^ia Com^pany.

AppeA,
Lies from the inferior native courts 

to the chief civil native court 
. (Sudder Dewanny Adawlut), and 

thence to the King in Council, 
19, 39. ■ •

But British subjects may, in suits 
commenced in subordinate civil 
or revenue courts of justice, ap
peal to the supreme court, instead 
of the chief civil native court, 19.

From the supreme court lies to the 
King in council, 19, 39.

Not allowed, unless the petition 
for that purpose be preferred 
within six months from the day 
of pronouncing the judgment or . 
determination complainM of, 19.

To entitle to, from Bengal or Ma
dras, the matter in dispute must, 
in value, exceed 1,000 pagodas, 
and from Bombay 3,000 rupees,' 
19. ■

Where the rules and ^^ulations bf 
the Governor-general and Council 
for the government of Fort-Wil
liam are appealed against to the 
King it? council, notice of the 
appeal is to be lodged in the su
preme court within' sixty days 
from the registry of the regula
tion, H; and within sixty days ' 
after it^ publication in England, 
H^,39. .

3«3

    
 



790 INDEX.

.tppeal.—(Continued.)
Of Court of Directors against the 

power of the Board of Commis- 
- sioners to expunge, vary, or alter 

despatches of the court, 26—28, 
30.

Appropriati^on
Of territorial revenue, 33, 90.
Of home profits, 33, 36.

.^r^f^ldeaicons.
' See EccleSiasItical Esi^ablishment.
Ar^^^l^es of War.

• See Military Forces.
A^ssistant Sur^gean. .

, Appointment of, 625.
' Qualification of, 629.
B^d^^ot.

Mode of, 39, 44.
At what ' hour of the day to cora- 

' , mence and close, 41, 42, 44.
Qualification . to entitle Proprietors 

to ballot, '42. '
— in respect ofamount ofstock, 42. 
—.in respect of the time of holding 

' such stock, 41.I ■
, . , —■ nine members in general court 

may demand a, 44.
. Effect of equality of votes at, 42.

, Oath to be taken by Proprietors at, 
- 43.
. , Penalty for perjury at, 43.
Banks.

- '' Institution of, in India, 45, 56, 58.
, — at Calcutta, 56,
. — at Madras, 57.

All persons in the Company’s ser- 
'• ■ vice may become members of, 58.
• But no judge to be a director, 59. 
' Of England, 47,56.
' Of 'Venice and Barcelona, 45.
’ Of Genoa, '45.

Of Amsterdam, 46. ,
Of Rotterdam, 46. '

• Of Naples and Bologna," 46.
■ Of France, 46 .

Of Scotland, 46.
_ Of Ireland, 47.
• ^^ank Di^t^e^e^or.
' '•'’No person .who is a bank director

, can at the same time be a director
• ■ of the East-India Comp^i^j^,. 45,

• 48, 57. •

Bengal Government.
See Governments in India.

B^i^ih^op. ■
See Ecd^f^si^astical Esi^abl'tshment.

^oard Commissioners ffor the
Affairs off J^ndia^.
Measures which led to the institu

tion of, 60, 85.
Nature and extent of their powers, 

85—99, 217, 219, 210—212.
Salaries ofj 85,86, 87-
Oath of,'87.
Members of, may be elected . to 

Parliament, 88.
Officers of, to be sworn, 87.
List of members since its institu

tion, 737-
Board of Control.

See Board of ■ Commissioners J^or the
■ Affairs India.

Bombay.
First settlement of, 380.
Formerly the chief seat of Govern

ment in. India, 380.
Limits of the town of, 401.

^^o^mbay Government.
See Government in India.

^om^bay Mari^^,
Retirement and furlough regula

tions, 786.
^ond ^ebt^. •

See Debts of Co'mjoan.y. '

Briti^sh ^vbj^^ets.
Resort of, to India, 100. ' >
Must obtain a license or certificate 

from the Court of Directors for 
such resort, 100. , ■

Or, if refused by the ' Court, then 
application must be made to the 
Board of Commissioners, 100, 
103, 216.

■Then to be specially licensed by 
’g^ovrt^rnor.general or governor of 
the presidency, 101, 104.

Are amenable to the courts of jus
tice in India and in Great Britain, 
and subject to the local regula
tions .while resident in .India, 
101, 102, 103, 248.

May
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British Subjects.--- (Continued.) . ,
May be authorized by the Board of 

Control to proceed to and reside ’ 
in India, except within certain 
li^mits, 105. .

And may reside within certain limits 
W^hout any license or authority 
wh^itevier, 105.

Are to reside within ten - miles- of a 
principal settlement, unless li
censed' by the Company, or by 
the governor-general, or the 
go^<^rn(^r of ' the presidency to 
reside beyond that distance, 101, 
105. ,

If residing, trading, or occupying 
immoveable, property beyond ten 
miles, then to be subject to the 
local civil ' judicature, with power 
of appeal to the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, 101, 106.

May be sued, at the election of the 
plaint^i^lf, either in the supreme 
courts, or in the provincial courts, 
^01106. ,

If resident more than ten miles 
from the presidency, they are to ' 
procure and register the certifi
cate of permission in the court 
of the district, '107.' '

Licenses and. certificates of, may 
• be declared void by the Indian 

governments, 101, '108.
Liable, after the expiration of two 

months from the notifieation of 
the license having - been , with
drawn, to prosecution as for 
being in India wi^hoi^^^ license, 
109. ..

To what forfeitures and penalties 
subject, when found unlicensed 
or trading within the Company’s 
exclusive limits, 109, 110, 111, 

. 507.*
Dismissed, or who have voluntarily 

resigned the service, or free mer-
, chants, mariners, or others, found 

within such exclusive limits, ar- 
deemed to have unlawfully traded, 
and subject to the said forfeitures 
and penalties. 111, 112.

Or if found in India without license, 
or exceeding the terms of such 
license, may be .summarily con
victed, on information, and fined 
and imprisoned, 113.

Or may be arrested and sent home 
to the United Kingdom, 113,114.

Brilish Subjects.—(Continued.) ,
Committing g^s^ult or trespas.s on 

the natives of, India, arc sub,^eet 
to the jurJ^sdiction of the just^ices 
of the peace in the provinces, 
115, 116. ‘

Indebted in any sum not exceeding 
fifty rupees to natives, to be sub

ject to a like .jui^isdiction, 117.
Committing misdemeanors beyond 

one hundred m^les from a presi
dency, may be proceeded a^ain.st 
by infoi’m^tion ex offi.cio, and 
prosecuted in the court of Kiugts 
Bench in England, 11^.' '

Counter^feiting license, certificate, 
or attested copy thereof, 119.

If accused of a capital crime, be- • 
yond the distance of one hundred 
and twenty-five miles fron^ the 
presidency, to be tried by a cOuIt- 
martial, 118. '

Are to enter in the provincial' office ' 
the name and place of abode of 
their native stewards, agei^ts, or 
partners, on - pain of forfeiture, 
11^,119. .

May be justiees of ' t^he ‘pea^ce*, 118.
Not to lend any money or be con

cerned in raising any for native 
princes, without consent of the 
Court of Directors or governor 
in couneEl, 118.

While in India not to lend any * 
•money to fort^^gn companies w 
foreign European m^^'chants, 118.

Not to take on the loan of money 
above twelve per cent., 118.

By-I^o^ws.
Power of making and’constit^ul^ing, ' 

vested in the majority of the 
General Court of Proprietors, 
120, 121.

Framed by a committee fifteen
members, chosen .annually by shew 
of hands, and who. meet twice a 
year for the purpo.se, 120, 121, 
122. '

To be read in the first Court of 
Dir^e^cfiii’s, and f^i’st General Court 
after every ele^^ion, 121, 122.

Not valid if they alter thte co^stitu- 
tion of the Company, or are con
trary to the .statutes ,J^<^gulating 
the Company’s affairs, ^^^1' •

3 k 4 ■ Canin^t'
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—CContinued.)
Cannot ba suspended, . altered, or 

. . repealed, without the consent and 
,' approbation of two special general 

■' courts, 121, 122,
Penalties for offences against, 

■' 122. ; '
Relative to accounts, 4.
— to secret committees, 193.
— to directors, 197, 223. 
__ o to, ballt).4 4'f.
— to dividends, 299.
— to election ofDirectori^,340,341.
— to General Court of Proprietors, 

357, 358,
— to gratuities, 410, 412.
—to laying ' accounts and papers be

fore ■ Parliament,' 553.
— to. Pensions, 566.
— tp ^^i^ries, 615.
— to sales, 624.
— to shipping, 685, 688.
— to superannuations, 705. 

Cadets. ' '
At what age ' to be appointed and 
. sent to India, 222, 628, 640.

Rank of, 628, .
' What -number to ■ be sent to India, 
‘ 222. , ■ .

Ca^cutt^fi-
'Limits of th6 town of, -401. '

Cape Good
Its importance to Great Britain, 524. 

Cap^ital S^ock. .
.Original amount of, .123, 
.Ifarions increases of, 123,124, 125. 
Present amount of, 124.
Rividend on, 124.
Regulations affecting proprietors of, 

126, 127.
Caravans. ,

To be .provided by th^ East-lndia 
. Company for the removal of their 
1 goods from the East-lndia Docks 
' to their wariehouses, 326.

Carnatic.
Ge<^graphical site of, 129. '
Assignment of the revenues of, to 
' the East-lndia Company, 131. 
Civil and military government of, 

vestecfin the East-lndia Company 
■forever, 136.

121,

1 Carnatic Commissioners. .

Appointment of, 137. ’
Mode of investigating claims by,139. 
Powers of, 139, 143, 147. 
Sblbries of, '139.- '
Expenses of, 140.

Carnatic Creditors. •

Agreement ’ ofi with the East-l^ndib 
Company, 137. ' . ,

Cask (Co^j^ta^j^'s).

Disposition of, 223. '
Chairman of the Court Di

rectors. . i,.
Election'ofi 197, 199^' , :
To be yearly'chosen, ' 223. - •
Salary of, 223. ' •
A member .of all committeeS) 183.
List of chairmen and deputy chair

men since 1773, 737.
Chairman pf tih^e ■ Genei^iai .Court 

o^ I^i^c^p^i^^rtl^ors.

Who, '352,. '
His duty, 352i, _

Charters oj" the East-J^n^dia Com- 

p)any. . . .

, See East-j^ndia Conijaany.,
Chaplainst ..- ' ,

Qublifilcat:ions. of, §31, -''^i^f). ■ - •
China.

First attempt to open an . inter
course with, '148. '

Trade - with, the exclusive privilege 
of the_East-lndia Compapr, 149, 
150- '■■J

And . this exclusive trade confined 
to a ' small factory in ' the vicinity 
of Canton, 149, 151. '

Company’s exclusive trade witli,, to 
continue till the year 18.34, 149, 

, 151.
But British subjects, if ' licensed by 

the Company, may ti-ade or traffic ' 
in ail com.modities with the Chi
nese - dominions, except tea, 94,' 
150, 151, -152. ,

Provided they do not act under any 
commission or authority of - any 
foreign prince or. state, in . their 
trading intercourse with India or 
China, 150, 15:^... . • .

Coins
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China.—(Continued.)
Coins used in tra^ffic with, 149.
Its principal articles of export, 149. 
The atnual. benefiit arising to't^he 

revenue of Great Britain - from the 
trade with, 151. ,

d^i^i'ch E^slablishment. _ _
. See E^cdesiastical E^i^l^i^blishment.

Coin.
Rigiht of making, when granted 

to the East-India Company, 15.T.
Penalty . of coutterfeititg Indian 

coin, l'60( 162.' ■ •
— of utt^ering Indian coin, 160-, 163.
— of having in possession above . a 

cei^l^^itrquantity, 161,- .i^64.T .
Denomination of coins from the 

^^^li^^^ta-'mii^^, ^^1. , ' ,
— from the Benares mint, 161. 
:— from 'the .Madras, mint;,.. 162t..
— from the Bombay mint, 162.
Pine metal, alloy; and gros.s we^iht 

of the Calcutta coins; ■l6l.'
— of the Benares coii^^,-161.
— of the Madras coinsj 162. •
— of the Bombay coins, .162v, , 
Current value of the Madras and

Bombay rupee, .162. , . .
— of the Bengal current rupee, 162.
— of the Madras pagoda, -162. 
Subdivisions of the Bengal and Ma

dras silver rupee, 162.
— of the Bombay silver rupee, 162. 
Mi^^^^^r of the term “ 'gold ru

pee,” 162.
History of the gold coins of Great 
' Britain, 153, 155.

— of the silver coins, 155, 158.
■ — -of the copper coins, 1^^, 160. 
What amount of silver coins, is a 

legal tender, 156. .
— of copper coins, 160. 
Assimilation of the British

Irish currency, 160.
Full weight of the old and

gold and silv^^ coins ^^rrent in 
Great Britain and Ireland, 158.

Precise weight at which they are a 
legal tender, 158.

Colleges and Seminaries.
Ins^^ution of, at Calcutta, 165.
—, at Madras, 166.
—, at Haileybur.v, 167.

and

new

Colleges amt Seminaries.—(Continue.) 
Tnf^l^itution of, at Addiscombe, " 168. 
In , India, to' be subject to ' the su- 

‘ permti^f^i^iBnce and control of
the Board of Commissioners, 16.9.

In England, to be subject to the 
superintendence o^ the Coiut. of 
Directors, subject to the appro
bation of the Board Commis
sioners, 170.

Appointment of the principal in 
the College at Haileybury, and 
of the head-masters . at Addifs- 
combe, to be subject to the ap
probation of the Bo^rd ' of Com
missioners, 171. ,

Seminaries ■ may be .instituted for the 
instruction of the native^!- of In
dia, to be regulated by ' the Go^, 
vernor-general in council, ' subject 
to the co^^rol of ' the Board of 
Commis^^i^i^^rs, '

Designation of, to wh^^ statio.ns 
attached,' 172.

Appointment of, in Cou'rt of Direc
tors, subject to his Majesty's 
approbation, 176, 179. -

- Rank and precedence of In council, 
174, 177, 179, 384.

May hold the oi^ce governor^i
general or governor of any. of the 
presidencies, in conjunction with,. 
that of. comniander-in-chief, 174,
176. ..................

But not to succeed to the office, .of 
governor-general or of ' go'^i^ir^or ' 
of any of the presidencies, in the 
even^ of a vacancy in- either of 
those of^ces, unless specially-or 
provisionally appointed, 177,
179. ? .

Nor entitled to a vo^ce or seat in' 
council unless specially ap
pointed, 174, 176. '

When resident at either Fa^'t,St. 
George or Bombay, to be a mem
ber of the council of such pre
sidency, 178, 384. ■

Departure of, from India, unleiss on - 
the known service of the Com
pany, to be a resignation ' and 
avoidance of his ■ of^ce, and his 
salary to cease, 178, 393. ' ,

Wilfully neglecting the orders of 
the Court of Directors, .a ,mis- 
demeanor, 178. '

To
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Commdn((fr-iji~CCief.-^-(Coi^tini^'ed.)
To what passage-money entitled,

179. •
To what military powers entitled# 

-cSee Military Forces.
Appointments of, at various periods, 

173, 176.
Form of letters-patent granted to,

180. ’
List of, since 1774, 761.

{Pra^itn- 
cial). c

. Nomination to the office of, when 
the offices of governor-general 
and command^r-^ii^-chief are com
bined in the same c>er(^n, 175,

■ 178, 384. .
And when such oflSjces are com

bined, has seat in council as 
second member, but has no voice 
therein, 178, 385.

List of, in Bengal since 1777, 763. 
—, at Madras since 1784, 763.

■ —, at Bombay’ since 1785, 764.

Co^^^sary.
See Military Forces.

Cammissionersi Dflfgaltf.
See Ecclesiastical Est^c^blishment.

Committ^ees.
' Various denominations of^ 182, 190.
' ’ Committee of Coeelespon(^l^l^<^le; its 

duties and authorii;y, 183.
— of Law-Suits, 184.
— of Military Fund, 184. ' 
—of Treasury, 185, 194.
— of Civil College, 185.

Buying and Warehouses, 185, 
190.

— of Accounts, 186.
—# of House, 186.

" — of Military Seminary, 186.
— of Shipping, 187, 190.
— of Private .Trade, 187.
— of Secrecy, 188, 191, 193, 93.
— Secret for Signals, &c. 190, 194. 

' — Secret Commeecial;r 190, 194.
— of By-laws, 120, 122. 
Sub-committee, l83, 191.
Reports of committees to be laid 

before Court. of Dieectors, 194.
By-laws for election olj 193.

Co^toli.dati^om.
Of the various acts relative to the 

trade within the Company’s ex
clusive limits, 150.

Of duties and customs, 312.
Coroners.

By whom appointed, and powers of, 
416, 429.

Council.
Who are to be members of, 376,384. 
Vacancies in, hoivto be filled up, 

394, 396.
How vacancies happening in, by 

contingencies or casualties, are to 
' be supplied, 376, 383.

Proceedings of to be signeil, 385, 
390. .

Regulations affecting the resignation 
of members of, 393.

Powers of, 403.
Exemptions and privileges of, 243. 
Liabilities of, 244. , .
Not to embark in trade, 407- 
Salaries of, 407.

Craon  ̂Bboard.
Mode of conducting business at, 

377,383.
Proceedings of, to be signed, 385, 

390.
List of members oC in Bengal since 

.1773, 744. .
— Madras, since 1784, 749.,
— Bombay, since 1784, 754.

Cowrit of D^^^t^fxl^ors. 1
Designation of under the old or 

London Company, 195. -
— Under the hew, or English Com

pany, 195. . f
— Under the union of the tv'()Comi 

panics, 199. •
Election of, 198,199,2^05,5^^6.
Constitution of, 199, 203, 204.
Times of holding, D9, 223.
Power and authority of, 199^203.
— To nominate to the several go

vernments in India, 200, 209, 
220.

• —■ To appoint members to council, 
200, 201.

— To remove, dismiss, or recall 
their servants,, 201.

— To suspend and revive extraor
dinary powers of governor-general, 
201.

. ■ . ' Power
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Court of it^^^^<^c<fc^.-•-((^<cntint^ed.•)
'Power and authority of, to appoint 

writers, cadets, and atsittant-tur- 
, , ghcnt, 201,222.

To permit civil tervaatt to re
turn to India, 201.

— To permit return of military o'f- 
0ichrt to India, 201. '

— To'l^pprovh of establithment of 
banks in India, 208.

— To make rules and rhgulatcoat 
for the government of the Com
pany's colieght and thmcaariht, 

■ 209.
— To allow other than Eatt-India 

saipt to use the Estt-Iania Docks, 
213.

• — To call for accounts of prize
money, 215. ■ .

— To exhibit informations agaiatt 
pertont guilty of extortion, 214.

— To grant ' tuphrsaauatioat to 
the Company's shrvantt in- Eng
land, 218.

—To sanction the' imposition of 
nutiht and taxes, 219.

— To appoint what parts . of the 
territorial acquisctioa.s, revenues, 
&c. shall be subject to tahir res- 
phctcvh ■ prhsineaciht, 219.

— To neclare war and aostiictiht, 
222.

;— Relative to the cash of the Com
pany, 223, 224.

— To take ' copies of the lhtters 
and psphrt relating to the Com

. pany's affairs, 225.
— To enter disthnt on Court's mi

nutes, 225.
— To grant gratuities, 202, 214, 

225, 226.
— To enter disshat, 202.
Duties of: To keep accouatt and 

lay the same bhfcrh Parliament 
and the Ghahral Court of Pro

, pi^etors, 202.
— To summon and appoint general 

courts, 202, 214.
■ — To deliver copchs of minutes 

anAproceediagt of the Cour^, and 
dhtpatcaes, to the Board of Com- 
missioahrs, 209. i

— To submit to the contidhratioa 
of the Board of Commitsioaers 
ordhrt rhiatiag to the civil -or mi- 
iitsry government or rhvhnuet of 
Iadis, 210. ■

CouM Of D'^rh^(^tcrt.—(Coatiaued^), , 
Duties ^^; To exsmiae the balance 

of the Company's cash, 224.
•— To register bonds, 226. 
Equality of votes in, 221.
Incapacities of, for ' brhsch of By

laws, 223.
Vo^t^ncies in, when to be filled, 

227.
See also- Directors.

Co^i^ts^ of Judi^cature.
Difierent kinds of, 228. ■
Supreme court in Benjg^I: esta

blishment of, 232, 240.
— Constitution of, 233, 234, 240.
— Jurisdiction of, 233, 236, 239, 

240,2^41,2^^5,250.
— Encroachment of, and conten

tion between it and supreme 
■ council, 234, 236. * ■

Supreme court at Ma^t^i^s: esta
blishment of, 2.52. .

Constitution and jurisdiction of, 
similar • to those of supreme court 
at Bengal, which see, also p._ 254.

Supreme court 'at Bombt^a': consti
tution of, 253. ,

— constitution and jurisdiction of,
similar to those , of th^. supreme 
cour^ at Bengal, which see, also 
p. 254. ■

— In Prince of Wales' Island, 
Singapore, ■ and Malacca, 255j.256.

— In England for the trial ■ of of
fences committed in India, 257.

Provincial, for Bengs^l: 1st, the civil; 
institution of, 269, 273.

— Respective titles of, viz. the sud
der dewanny adawl^it; the- six 
provincial; the zillah and city de
wanny adawluts, or civil eour^; 
the courts of registers; and the 
courts of native commissioners, 
273.

— the ■ powers and jurisdiction of 
the sudder dewanny adawlut, 276.

_ — of the provincial courts, 276. 
-------o' the iliHah and city i^ii-il 

courts, 274.
------ c^fthccu^t^Ss'of^^^tst^^^^s,276. 
------ of hh e cuiri^ts of ntiUee com

missioners, 277
— 2^', The crimiasl; institution of, 

277, 278.
Respective
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Ctnu^asO ^((Js^i^tinued.)
Respective titles of,' vh: court of

• circuit, ■ and courts of niramui 
adawlut, 278.

Powers and jurisdiction of courts of 
• circuit, 279,280. -

— of nizamut adawlut, 279, 280. 
Admiralty jurisdiction, 245, 
Prize cause jurisdiction, 240. 
Sessions four times a year, 246. 
Regulations for the civil and criminal

provincial courts, 283, 284.
( For Madriis: division of, into civil 

and criminal, 284.
: Regulations for, 287. “
' ''For ' Bombay ■ : division of, into civil 

and criminal, 288.' - ■ '
,- Regulations for (see also Judges), ■, 

288,289. ■

Formation and jurisdiction of, 396.
When troops are serving beyond 

■ > ■ ttns jurisdiction of, how -causes --are 
y ; cognizable, 472.
Ciistoms.

See D^ttties. ''
Uebts ■ O - the C<^^ipany..
=■ (Register, in India, 290, 294. '

Distingbished by - the terms Remit
table . D^ebt and N(m-Remittable

, . . - :^ebt, 290. .
Remittable, 290.
Non-Remittable, 291.
Bond, 293,294, 295.
Rates of interest on India debt, ' 292.
— on bonds, 293, 298.

Deputy Chairtnan Of the Cdurt 
of

See 'Chairman. ' '
D^f^i^erters, .

■\ See M^ilitary Forces. 
^f^sp^CLC^S. ■

Directors to frame and originate, 
, : -subject to approval by the Board, 
" 200. '

. From India to be delivered by the 
. Court of Directors to the Board 

of Commissioners, 94,2^09.
Despatches, orders, and instructions 

from the Court to Indian govern
ments to be signed, 200, 225.

Directors neglecting to frame, the 
Board may' prepare- the same, 211.

D(•^p^(^^/Ar...-(Coniinued.)■■'
Secret ' despatches to be prepared by 
' sworn ol^cers, 192.
Not to - be sent to India till approved 

of by the Board, 89,209—212.
Directors. , .. . ’

Qualifications of, 197, -204,206.
, Disqualifications of, 197» -198,205, 

225.
Election of,205, 206, 840. ( .
—■ former mode, 338.: - '
— present mode,-338, ' 340, ■ --' '
— by-laws relative to,- 338, -140

341. - . :
—, time .of, 339., 
Oath of, 206. ,
Dissents of to be entered, on Court’s 
, minutes, ^2:: . . ?, - - ■

. Re^i^i^^otions.jon, 224,340,685.
See also Coiurt oj^ Directors. •’

^is^charged S^oldi^ers. '
See Military' Forces. ■ 

^iv^c^e^n^s. - \ ' „ * .
Mode of making prior -to -the union 

of the Old and New Companies,
— 299_ . ■
Manner of declaring, 301,308. 
Their amount at various' periods, 

. 299. ■ ,,
The m'aximum at 'whicl^ -they' have 

been paid, -303, -
Their present rate, 306, 307^’, 
When to be increa:sed,'306. .- . : I 
How transfer's and paym'ein^s^ of 

m^j'be enfori^i^i^, 309.-"'
Certificates of, to be'- delivefed'' on 

application, 309. ■ '
When due to ' infants,, how - to ' be 

paid, 310.
By-laws relative to, 299. *'■'(’

Dock Co^npany. . . ,
See East-Ittdia Dock Coi^ptany.

Duti^es, Customs, and T^aa^es.
On places or persons, either within 

or without the Company’s Char
ter, may be imposed on the 
import, export, and transit of mer
chandize by the respective go
vernments in India, subject to the 
sanction of the Court of Directors 
and the approbation of the Board 
of Commissioners, 311, 313. 

And
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Duties, Customs, 4'-.—
-And for the non-payment of fines 

nnd forfeitures may be imposed by 
the same authority, 311,314. • ,

So imposed,:, to be - debited . to. com- 
mer^iE, and considered as terci- 
torial revenue, 315.

Power 6f ■ levying, 315-‘. '
■On- East-Ihdia goods,to be 

computed, 317. ’
How to' be paid by -the East-India 

Company, 318. • •
Default of payment of, 318. ■

' Abatement of, 319. '
Payable on East-Indian goods im,- 

ported from Malta or Gibraltar, 
320. • ■

Payable 6n the importatioh - o%oods 
and merchandize imported in pri
vate trad^,- bow to be - accounted 

, for, -33^, . . j ,
Consolidation -of, 312, , 

East-India Company/, - ■ ,
Incorporation of the Old ortiundon 

Company, 195. ...... ..
— title ofi 195. * , - ■ , ' ■
— of the New or' English Company,

^95., .- . 1
— title of, 195. _ . ,
Union of the' two Conipani^s, 196. 
Name -or fitle of the joint Companv,

■ 196-. -- ' - - -
Rules for construing limits of charter 

of, 319^3^20. ' :
Period.” of time -. within -which- - they 

must, sell goods imported, 317.
How to enter goods imported, 317. 

(li^i^tii^.to clear goods warehoused, 
320.

ip.rEntry- of goods imported by, 329. 
First permission to trade to Ben

gal, 359. .
Power of, to have a military and 

. naval force, and to make peace 
and war in India, 586.

Title of, to booty and plunder, 587. 
Power of, to dispose of fortresses, 
. &c. taken by conquest, 588. 
Charter of, how to be construed, 

589, i ,
Expiration of privileges, 551.

East-India D^ock Co^npany.
Its establishm’ent, ”321.

. Election -of .Diiectors, 321;

w
East^-it^dies., Dock Company-•T-n (Gon* 

. tinned.) . '
Regulations for its constitution and 

acts, -321, 322, 323.
E^a^st-In^dia ^ock ^E^^tesi '

Payable for ships using the docks, 
324.

May be lowered and raised by the 
directors^; 322. -

To be paid on delivery of the goods 
to the owners or consignees, 323, 
327. ■ .

But if not paid, the goods to-' -be 
sent to the India Company’s 
warehouses to be sold, and ' the 
rates to be deducted from . -the 

, pur<;hase-money, 323, 328.
; Payable-, for, wharfage - and..loading 

caravans, 326.
Payable by private importerfi, how 

to be accounted for, 330. ” '
EOst-^ndia ^^otcks. i v
■All - shipsT from India or- China to 

discharge their cargoes- at,-unless 
authorized by the commissioners 
of - the customs to discharge, else
where, 322. '■ ,

And no other ships to'use the same, 
without consent in wrii^ti^{ ’̂oi:fhe 
Court of Directors, 213. ■ <

Landing of goods at, 828. . ■. 
Landing of bonded and prohibited 

goods at, 330. ■" k '''
Removal of goods froin,i330;'

E^cxlesiastica^ E^stabliiskm^e^. ;
Institution of, 331. -■ ..a-. ' - .
Constitution of, 332,334; ,, ■ ■, y 
Constituent members of viz. a-bi- 

, shop, three archdeacons, and 
chaplains, 332, 336. ........ ,

The bishop and archdeacons ' are 
api^c^ii^ti^d' by letters ' patent - by 
the King, and the cbapla.ins -by 
the Court of Directors, 332,335,
336.

Powers andjurisdiction.of, 5^2^334,
337.

Control ^oi^er, by the Supretee 
Courts of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, 333.

Salary of the bishop, 335, 336. 
House of residence for the bishop, 

337. . .,
Expense of visitation, 337- , .

' Salanes

    
 



79^8- index.
Ecclesiastical Establish'm^id:.''~^(l^i^ati- 

■ nued). > ■■
Salaries of archdeacons, 335, 336. • 
— chaplains, 335. ■
Pensions of the re.spective members 

of, . see Pensions. '
List of bishops since 1814, 760. 
-- archdeacons since 1814, 761.

Election of Directors.
See Directors.

E^x^Chequer E^i^^l^s.
First issue of, 154.

Ex^ecutors^ and .A^d^^mi^n^i^s^t^r^a^ors.
How administration shall be grant

ed in cases of intestacy, 342.
Next of kin or creditors appearing, 

343.
Grant of letters of administration 

to attornies or . executors, 343.
Avoiding letters of administration 

granted to registrar, 344,
Duty of registrar, . when appointed 

administrator, 345.
Officers authorized under the arti

cles of war may collect and re
cover the effects of European 
officers or soldiers dying in ser
vice out of the United Kingdom, 
without taking out letters of ad
ministration, 346.

And effects so remitted to regimen
tal agents are not assets so as to 
render administration neces.sary, 
347.

Forgery.
. J’unishable with transportation, 504*.

Fort St. George.
See Madras.

Gen^^al Co^i^t F^i^opr^^et^ors.
When to be held, 349, 353.
To' be summoned and appointed by 

the Court of Directors, 349,
Or if they fail to convene one within 

ten days after required by nine 
. propriietors, such nine proprietors

may convene it, 350, 353.
When special general courts have 

■ been held, 350. ‘
Hour of meeting, 350.
Style of, 353, ' ,
Who may vote in, 349.
Qualification to.entitle ■ to be present 

in, but not to . vote, 349, 355.

General Cof^r^t: of Proprieti^rssi—(Con
tinued.) ■

Who are ' disqualified to vote in, 
249.

Penalty for collusive voting at, 355. 
Powers of, to elect persons to di
' rect and superintend the Com

pany’s affairs, 350. '
—, to 'declare the dividends on the 

Company’s capital 'stock, 350.
—, to frame by-laws, rules, and 

regulations, for the government 
of the Company, 350.

—, to 'control certain grants of 
the Court of Directors, 351,^54.

But it cannot suspend, revoke,-or 
vary the orders of the Comt of 
Directors when approved of by 
the Board ofCommissioners, 351, 
354. ...

Right of, to interfere in the origin 
of progress of measures connect
ed with the government of India,
351. , . ,

To be convened respecting pro- 
ceedirigia in Parliament, 351. -

Consent of,' to be obtained to 
the ordaining, altering, or repeal
ing of by-^^'w^sor. the gran-ts- of 
money, 351, -

Accounts of the Company’s affairs, 
copies of all papers presented to 
Parliament, and all-procet^dings 
of the Court of Directors relative 
to taking up ships by . pri'^'at;e con
tract, to be laid before, 352/355.

Who is the chairman of, 352.
Form of proceeding in, 352.
Mode of deciding questions in, 352, 
When balldts may be 'taken in, 44,

352.
Questions in, how to -be stated, 352.
Th^' nature of business to be dis

cussed at the quarterly courts,
352. "

By-laws regulating proceedings in, 
357, 358. •

Gifts.
Receiving of, 605*.

Governmcen^ in J^^d^a.
Respective designations of, 359.
The'Supreme Government in Ben

gal, 359, ' • ' ■ '
The Government . of Madras, 378.
The Government of Bombay, 380.

' '■ The
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ia India.—(Continued.)
The Government ofPrince ofW ales’s 

Island, Singapore, ■ and Malacca, 
380. ' .■

♦^loi^iitil^uent members of the Bengal 
Government, 376.

Superintending power of Supreme 
Government over the subordinate 
pretidenciet, 376, 391, 392.

Administration of, in whom vested, 
382. . , ..

Proceedings of, to be signed, 390. 
Powers of, 243, 311, 397, .398.

Go^en^-^tGenerad and Gover
nors.
Appointment of, 394, 396.
Powers, 283, 386, 388, 389, 397, 

398. . \ .
May act without concurrence of 

council, 386—388, 390. '
May . issue warrants to secure Sus

pected persons, 400.
' Responsibility, 244, 387. , ■
Privileges and exempiiont, 243. 
Not to embark in trade, 407. 
Ditabiliiiet, 222, 407. 
Retignaiion of, 393.
List of Governors-general 

1773, 741.
— Governors 

1784, 7,41.
— Governors 

1784, 742.
— Governors

Island since 1804, 743.
Gratuiti^es.

To be proposed by the Court of 
Directors, 214.

When necessary, to be cdnfirmed by 
the Board, 95, 354, 410, 411.

By-laws relative to, 412.
Guarantee Fund.

How to be applied, 124.
Hastings, Mr.

Impeached, 518.
Acquitted; expenses defrayed; rais

ed to the dignity of a Privy Coun
cillor, 621.

Home Profits. '
Appropriation of, 35, 36.
When not liable to. territorial 

charges, 308.
Hong Merchants.

Who so termed, 149. •

of Madras

of Bombay

since

since

since

of Prince of Wales’

' ^ostil^t^es.
See War.

See Despatches.
J^r^r^est.

On loans, table of rates since 1792,
■ 292.
On bonds, since 1773, 293.
How payable on Indian debt, 292) 

435. -
At what rate payable by the East- 

India Company on bonds, 298.
Investments.

Despatches respecting, to be ap
proved by Board, 212.

Judges., ‘
Number of, in the Supreme' Court 

of Calcutta, 239. ,
Salaries of, 251, 255. - '
Pensions of, 252, . 255.
Number of, at Fort William, 240. 
Salaries of, ^251, 255. '
Pensions of, 252, 255.
Number of, at Bombay, 288. 
Salaries of, 255.
Pensions of, 255.
Passage-^oney of, 255. .■ .
List of chiisf jutiices and judges in 

Bengal since 1774, 758.
— .at Madras since 1800, 759.
— at Bombay since 1823, 760.

Juri^e^s:.
Sheriff to summon grand and petit, 

416. ■
Who qualified to serve on, in India, 

414, 415, 419.
Punishment of, for non-aiiendance, 

416.,
Jus^t^iC^es the Pt^aee.

By whom appointed, 398, 118, 416, 
420, 421, 422.

Powers and jurisdiction of, 115, 
424, 425, 426, 427, .429.

Qualification of, 423. ' ■
Who may be, 419, 421. 
proceedings of, may be removed by 

certiorhri, 428.
King. *

' See Sovereign.
King's Ti^oops.

See Mi^litaryFoi^ces. ' '
Letters.
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Jjetters. .v ,
Hates of postage of. See . Postage. 
How to be forwarded, 571.
Duty of commanders of ships re

specting, 572, 575, 577.
By whom to be received free, 486,

572—575. „
Penalties repecting, 576,^77-

L^i^censes^for Ships and Persons.
How to be granted, 96, 103.
Ships trading without, forfeited, 

109.
Counterfeiting, punishable, 119.

' Loans.
History of, in India, 431.
What rate of interest payable on, 

4^^,, ^05*.
Regulations ^^specting, to native 

princes, 11436, 437.
Madras. •

First settlement of, 378.
When raised to, the rank of a presi

dency, 379.
Limits of the town of, 401.

M^adras Government.
See Governments in■ India.

^^a^g^str^a^t^es.
See Justices of the Peace.

^aae^ca^.
Administration ofjustice in, 256.

Mlarriage in I^ndi^a^.
Validity of, 335, 336.

Mauritiu^s.
To be placed on same footing as 

West-India colonies, 312, 320.
M.i!^demeanors and Ojffences.

Court of King's Bench may try-of
fences committed' in India, and 
issue mandamus for examination 
of witnesses there, 498*.

Manner of procedure, 499*.
— in case of proceedings in Parlia

ment, 501*.
Counterfeiting coin, 495*.
Counterfeiting licenses c or certifi

cates, 499*.
Neglecting to execute orders of Di- 

■ rectors, 505*.
Stealing choses in action, 506*. 
Mode of trial, 499*.

✓

MUsdemeanors and Offeneest.—(Conti
nued.) ,

Forgery how punished, 504*.
Perjury how punished, 505*.

Military Forces.
How composed, viz. — Of King's 

troops and of Company's Euro
pean and native troops, 438.

What number of King's troops to 
be sent to India, 446, 448, 458.

What number of European troops 
in the Company's service to be 
sent to India, 446, 448, 459.

How King's troops to be main
tained, 447, 457, 458.

Company's native forces, 449.
Restoration of officers dismissed 

by courts-martial, 459, 460, 498, 
499.

Mutiny act, 460,483,484,501,502, 
503, 504, .505.

Articles of war, 460, 461, 462, 463, 
464.

Courts-martial, 461,462,463,465— 
472, 488, 489.

Command^r-ii^-t^l^i^f may commute 
sentence of death, 179.

Commissariat, &c. subject to mu
tiny act,. 464. ..

Debts of ofi^cers and soldie-s,473— 
475, 480, 481.

— How recoverable when not 
within jurisdiction of the courts 
of request, 472.

Estates of deceased officers and 
soldiers, 480, T^l.

Deserters, 475—47^, 488,489, 497.
Discharged soldiers, 479.
Embezzlement by, 479, 480.
Musters of, 482, 483. '
Pay and allowances of, 484, 485.
Privilege of from postage, 486. 
Perjury of, 487.
Recruits, 487, 490, 492—499.
— Raising ' of, 499—506.
Furlough to ofS-cers, regulations 

for, 782.

Military S^es and Fire-Ar^ms^.
Restrictions a^ to exportation of, 

506, 507. ,

Military Fu^nd.. ,
- Origin and management of, 184.

Minnis. '
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Mints.
Numbi^i'-of established at the pre* 

sidencies, 161.
See also Coin.

Mutiny Act.
See Military Forces. '

Natives of India.
Offences committed against, out of 

the Company’s territories, to be 
proceeded against as if committed 
within, 103, 248.

May recover debts from. British sub
jects before justice of the peace, 
117.

Employed by British subjects to be 
registered, and not to recover pay 
till registered, 118. ‘

British subjects liable to penalty for 
engaging with native partners not 
registered, 119. _ ' \ :

Not to be subject to supreme court 
for being land-owners, &c., 241.

May be sued in supreme court at 
Calcutta on contracts for sums 
not exceeding 500 current' ru- 

, pees, 247. ' ■
Actions 'before supreme court to ■ be 

determined according to their 
own laws, 260.

Forms of process framed by sur 
preme; court to be submitted for 
apprioval of the King, 251.

Natives in the Company’s service 
subject to the provincial courts, 
284.

Natives not to be transported for 
olfences to any place more than 
30 degrees N. lat. or 25 degrees 
S ■ lat., 408.

Native troops subject to Company’s 
articles of war, 484.

Government may establish ■ schools 
for natives, 169.

Navi^gati^on^.
See Shipping and Navigal.ion.

Newspapers.
Postage of, 678.'

Orders.
See Despa,lches.

Parli^ament.
Proceedings of, respecting the Com

pany’s affairs, 508—549.
Method of laying the Company’s 

accounts before, 649, 553.

I^es^tau^t^-Money.
Allowances for, and to whom, ' 554, 

555. . :
I^ens^i^ons. .

History of the regulations for grants 
of, 556—561.

Rate of, to judges, 561—664, 566; 
and see Judges.

—• To bishops and archdeacons, 
662, 565, 566.

— To recorders, 564, 565.
Restrictions as to granting, 566, 

567.
Votes of, by the Company, 773.

P^oftage.
History of, 568,570.
Rates of, 670,571, 578.
Not to extend to China, 578.
See Letters.

Pri^z^e Causes. .
May be tried by commission in India, ' 

246. '

History ot, 579—686. '
Booty and plunder . granted to the ., 

Company, 687. '
Company may dispose of conquered 

fortresses, &c., 588. ;
■ Appropriation of, 589, 590, 694. ' . 

Times of payment of, 690. . , ,
Agents to deliver accounts . of, 6)91. 
How to be recovered, 592, 695.

^oli^ce ^r^ovi^n^ces.
How conducted, 281.

P^t^e^s^i^dencies.
Relative connexion of, 376.
Limits of, how determined, 401.

^r^epri^etors.
Who are, 349.
Who may be, 349. ,
Qualification of, 349.
What amount of stock will entitle 

a proprietor to be present in the 
General Couft of Proprietors, 
though it; will not qualify him to 
vote, 349.

To what number of votes ’entitled, 
349.

P^^opri^eters (Gen^iral Co'^^it of.) 
See General Coi^rt o^ Proprietors., 
3 F Prince
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IVales^ J^l^and.
• Grant of, to the Company, 380.

E.si^E^li^^ishment of a recorder’s court 
at, 255, 605.

R^e^corder.
Court of, at Bombay, converted into 

a supreme court, 252.
Court of, established, at Prince of 

Wales' Island, 255, 605..
List of Recorders- at Bombay since 

1798, 759.
— at Prince of Wales’ Island since 

1807, 760.

R^egi^ster L^ebt. *
See Debts of the Co'mjaany.

R^egistry o^ Ships,
638.

^(^c^v^lat^i^o^ns.
Governments in India may make 

rules, ordinances, or regulations 
for good government of the Com
pany’s possessions, 18, 28.3,287.

And for the towns of-Fort William, 
403.

— Madras and Bombay, 406.
May be appealed against to King in 

council, 19,29, 31; and repealed, 
29.

Copies of all, to be laid before Par
liament and affixed in the India- 
House, 2.9, 407.

To be formed into a code and print
ed, and if affecting natives to be 
translated, 404. '

Corporal punishment may be 
flicted for breach of, 405.

Rev^f^nve.* ' .
Appropriation of, 33.
Despatches relative to, must 

submitted to Board, 89.

R^oyal Navy.
Exf^en.ses' of,, in India, how 

charged, 596.

St. H^el^ena..
Sketch of history of, 598. 
Governmentof,in whom vested, 599. 
Offenders may be transported from, 

602. .

Solarises.
In Bengi^l; of governor-general, 

604,608,(511.

in-

be

dis-

Salaries.—(Continued.)
In Bengal: of members of council, 

604, 608, 611. ■
— of judges, 604, 608, 610.
— ofbishop, 606, 610.
— of arcl^deacon, 606, 610.
At Madrt^si: of judges, 605,609,610.
— of archdeacon, 607, 610.
At Bombay: of judges, 605,609,610.
— of archdeacon, 607, 610.
At Prince of Wales' Island : of re

corder, 605, 606,610.
— of civil servants, 607, 611.
Payment of, to executors or repre- 

■sentatives, 607, 612, 613.
Jj^mitation as to increase of, 608, 

612, 614,615.
To cease on departure from India, 

or on resignation, 612.
Board may not direct increase of,nn- 

less proposed by Directors, 97. 
217. ,

By-laws relative to, 615.
Sales.

Regulations concerning, 616-^(5514. 
By-laws relative to, 624.

Se<al ojf the Coi^]yany.
Use and custody of, 226.

Servants (Civ'll and Militav'y).
Appointment and nomination of, 

625, 630,638.
Board not to interfere in, 94.
Salaries of, 627, 6.37, 6.3(3; and see 

Salarie,s.
Absence of, 9", 629, 636,637. 
Pi^inisihment of, 630.
Incapable of receiving gifts, 6.31,632. 
Neglect of, 63.3.
Recall of, 393, 634.
Suspension or removal of, 635. 
Restoration of, 6.34, 636.
Vacancies how to be supplied, 98, 

220, 394, 396.
When disqualified to trade, 6.3.9. 
Securities given by, 638. •
May act as consignees, 640. 
Regulations of absentee allowances, 

781. , '
— for retiring from service, 784.

Secret Committee,
180,190, 191. .

Not

    
 



IN P E X- SOS

Secret! Cu^mniit^tee— (Continued.)
Not to disclose contents of des- 

pafche.s without authority of 
Board, 94.

Uf Account.
Regulations concerning, 643—647.

Shipping and Naviga^^i^on.
fii.story of proceedings respectingj 

648—666.
Regulations for hiring shipping, 

667, 668, 669,672,673.
— respecting building and outfit, 

669, 670, 673.
— for navigating vessels, 677, 685,

686. "
— for pay and privilege of off.cers,

687.
Accounts relative to, to be laid be

fore Parliament, 1, 3.
Tonnage required for the season to 

be reported, 194.
Provision in case of lost ship, 673.
Lascars and natives of India, 677, 

679—682. ,
Command and other off;ces not to 

be sold, 6s7.
Manifest to be produced, 683. * 
Rejg^iistry of ships, 683.
Introduction of India-built shipping, 

663.
Singapore.

Annexation of, to Prince of Wales’ 
Island, 256, 382.

Administral^ion of justice in, 256.
Slave T^rc^d^e.

History of the measures for its abo
lition, 689—698. •

Legislative provisions for abolition 
of, 695, 698, 699.

Sovereign.
Grant.s of, to the Company, 701, 

/7()3. ■
Powers of, over the Company, 394, 

398, 704.
Appointments made” directly fiom, 

336!
— to be approved by, 394.
— in case of failure by Directors, 

221.
May recall or make void appoint

ments, 634.
— grant pensions, 560.
__  — superannuations, 704.

Stat^v^es. •
Votes of, by the Company', 780.

Sub-Commitd^e^e.
Institution of, 182.
Duties and powers of, 1.91.

Supra^-^Cai^go.
Who so designated, 149.
Power of, 150.

Superannual^'ions.
King may grant to of^ii^ers of Board, 

705.
When the officers and servants of 

the Company are entitled to, 706, 
707-

Accounts of, to be laid before Par
liament, 707.

By-law relative to, 707.

Surc^f^o^is.
See Assistan-t-Surgeons.

Tanjore Commissioners.
Origin and powers of, 708, 713.

Tea.
Trade invested in the Company,620. 
Directions as to sale.s of, 621.
A year's consumption to be kept in 

wariehouses, 621.

Territorial ^c^quisit^i^^.
Vested in the Company, 713, 714.
To what presidencies made subject, 

98, 219.

Tetrritorial Tev^rnute.
Appropriation of, 33, 90.
Duties on goods in India so con

sidered, 90, 95.

Thanks.
Votes of by' the Company, 765.

Trade wil^h l^ndia,.
Pr^ogress of, 716—724. 
Laws relative to, 725—731. 
Regulations as to by Court of Di

rectors >siubj^i^t; to contrpl of 
Board, 94.

Tra^nsporia^t^^on,. '
Restriction as to natives, 408.
Capital punishment may be com

muted to, 489.
Treaty
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Treaty of Peace in 1802,
As to Indian possessions, discussed 

in Parliament, 523. .
Vacancies in India.

How to be supplied, 98, 230,394— 
396.

Volunteer P^egiment.
Raising of, 733.
Maintenance of, 733.
Employment of, 733.

Votes.
To what number proprietors of 

stock are entitled, 349.
Manner of giving, in general courts, 

355.
Equality of how determined, 331.

War.
How to be declared, 98, 222, 408, 

409.
Warehouses.

Regulations concerning, 734, 736.*
Warehousing Goods.

Regulations concerning, 319, 320.
Witnesses.

Examination of, 601*.

Writers.
Requisite age of, 232, 627, 640.
Appointment of 641.
Qualifications of, 641.
What number to be sent to India, 

223. - •

THE END.

I.ONDON!
Printed Cox and Baylis, Gre^t Qtieen Street, 

• Lincoln’s-Inn Fields.

    
 



E R R A. :r
Page

L?’"**'' 1, .
27,
5,

25,
20,
21,
19,
2(^,
23,
30,
34,
32,
32,
30,
8, „ . , ,

30 & 31, for their, remf his.
4, ^^ar eleventh, _ read thirteenth century.

26 .
61 .
84! .

172 .

259
351
361 
368 
434 
525 
5^7 
629
716

fOr 1688, read 1698.
for was, 'read were.
for venal, read venial.
ffor ordinance, read orders.
fOr shoi^d be, rea^ were 'to be.
fOr have been stated, read has b^en stated.
JOr and the command, reaid and commander.
j^or appo^tment, recud appointments.'
for nayes, read noes.
f^or are likely, real is likely.
for of Moorshedabad, read at Moorshedabad.
for the House of the Commt^i^i^, read House Of Commons. 
for was read a second time, . rea^ third time. '
f^r Nycias, tead Theseus.
f^r pensions, read pension.

    
 



mill Illi
001-0820^1

    
 



Government of Maharashtra

Digitized with financial assistance from

on 11 March, 2020

    
 



    
 




