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423140 October 85, 1541
Wing Settles to Grour?® Due to Defective Undercovering Latch

The Civil Aeronautics Board today revorted upon the ivestigation
of an accident which occurred on December 14, 1540, about 4 10 w.m.
wher & Nortimest Airiines Douglas, NC 23608, received slight damage
in an accildent at the lunicival Airrport, Bismarck, North Dakota, on
Decerber 14, 1940, about 4£:1C a.m. S1x passengers aud the crew of
three i1ncluding Captain C. F. Bates and First Officer J. A. NcKeown,
both properly certificated and rated, were uninjurede.

Prior to e scheduled departurs, the mircralft was taxied into
take-off position and, while thc engines ieie being warmed and run
up, the left landing gear retracted, allowing the left wing to settle.
The left propeller and the left wing tip struck the ground with
resultant minor damage.

It was subsequently determined that a locking latch i1n the
left landing gear mechanism had become worn to such an extent that 1t
failed to latch properly,

PROEABLE CAUSE: Defective landing gear lateh,

CONIPIBUTSL FiCTOR  Inadequate malntenance inspection.



