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12 December 2014: World events 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – Severe weather 

• Heavy rain and wind affected parts of California and 
Oregon, causing floods, road blockages, falling trees and 
power outages to more than 150 000 homes, while two 
people were killed (as of 12 December, media). 

Sources: NOAA, Media (1, 2), WMO 
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CENTRAL AMERICA – Drought  

• OCHA has released the Situation Report n° 1 on the drought in Central America. It confirms 
that the last prolonged dry spell in the so-called Dry Corridor has negatively affected the food 
and nutrition security of approx. 2.5 million people (1.5 million in Guatemala, 1 million in 
Honduras and 85 430 people in El Salvador). Those most affected are subsistence farmers, 
day labourers and their families. 

• A further deterioration of the food insecurity situation is expected for the first few months of 
2015 as the food reserves of the most affected families have been exhausted. 

Sources: UN OCHA, ECHO 

GREECE – Severe weather 

• Rainfall over the past week has caused flash floods and 
river overflows in the Central Macedonia Region of 
northern Greece. The floods have affected the areas of 
Thessaloniki (including the city of Thessaloniki), Halkidiki 
and Kilkis, forcing five municipalities to declare a State of 
Emergency. Local media report four people killed in 
Thessaloniki and Kilkis, as of 11 December. 

Sources: Media (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
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Philippines, Vietnam - Tropical Cyclone HAGUPIT 

• HAGUPIT (known as RUBY in the Philippines) continued 
moving west-southwest over the South China Sea on 11 
December, weakening into a Tropical Depression. In the next 
24 hours it is forecast to move south-west, towards southern 
Vietnam, weakening and dissipating. Moderate to heavy rain 
may affect southern Vietnam on 12 December. 

• In the Philippines, due to the passage of HAGUPIT on 6-8 
December, there were: 18 dead, 916 people injured and over 
3.3 million affected (according to NDRRMC, 12 December, 
10.00 UTC), see inset table below.  

Sources: GDACS, JTWC, NDRRMC, NCHMF 
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EFFECTS OF THE TROPICAL CYCLONE 
HAGUPIT IN THE PHILIPPINES 

(Sit. Rep. no. 19, NDRRMC) 

916 people injured 

458 133 people being 
served inside and outside 
1 509 evacuation centers 

48 052 damaged houses  

18 deaths 

3 383 634 people affected 

6 December, 18.00 UTC 
185 km/h sust. winds 

http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/discussions/hpcdiscussions.php?disc=pmdspd
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/42dd1d0c7f604ffbbfd9a3593825e9d4/california-storm-hits-south-after-drenching-north
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/12/us-usa-storm-california-idUSKBN0JQ0QS20141212
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/12/us-usa-storm-california-idUSKBN0JQ0QS20141212
http://severe.worldweather.wmo.int/rain/b5/index.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Drought in Central America.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Drought in Central America.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Drought in Central America.pdf
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/0233e204d1e244d7b060c53f10b4af85/flooding-after-heavy-rain-drowns-2-greece
http://www.agelioforos.gr/default.asp?pid=7&ct=1&artid=218952
http://www.agelioforos.gr/default.asp?pid=7&ct=4&artid=218918
http://www.agelioforos.gr/default.asp?pid=7&ct=4&artid=218918
http://www.naftemporiki.gr/story/890094/thessaloniki-na-kiruxthei-se-katastasi-ektaktou-anagkis-zita-o-dimos-oraiokastrou
http://www.gdacs.org/Cyclones/report.aspx?eventid=1000130&episodeid=45&eventtype=TC
http://www.usno.navy.mil/NOOC/nmfc-ph/RSS/jtwc/warnings/wp2214.gif
http://www.ndrrmc.gov.ph/attachments/article/1356/Sitrep_No_19_re_Effects_of_Typhoon_Ruby_as_of_12DEC2014_1800H.pdf
http://www.nchmf.gov.vn/web/en-US/43/Default.aspx
http://www.ndrrmc.gov.ph/attachments/article/1356/Sitrep_No_19_re_Effects_of_Typhoon_Ruby_as_of_12DEC2014_1800H.pdf

