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In the metter of the failurc »f *he *Pcrpetuation of Tcatinony
Jopancse to provice adeguate riedical ~f Charlcs Thoras Browm,
treatment and adequntoe nedical supplies Mejor, 0-301313

and fond at T~yabas, Luzol, resuiting

in the death of unknown nurbers of

inerican soldiers.
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Tckon ats District Intelligence Officc, Son fintonin, Teoxns.

Dote: 10 May 1945.

In thc Presence of: Specinl igent Jances C., Fitzgerald, Sceurity and
Intelligence Division, Headquarters Eighth Sarvice
Corrand, 4SF, lioxine B. Stitt, Clerk-Stenngraphsar,
District Intelligence Office, Son Antonio, Tcxas

Jucsti-ns by: Jancs C. Fitzgerald, Specizl agent, SIC,
1 Stote your nanc, rank, serial nunbor and perrancnt honc ~dCress.

iy nome is Charles Thon-s Brown, Maj-r, M.C., ASN 7==01213, ons iY
acdrcss 1s BII%VBlucbonnct'Boulovard, San Intonio, Tcxcs.

Have you rcecntly becen returncd to the United States from oversces?

Yes, I rcturned to Letternon General Hospital, San Francisco,
California, ~a 16 March 1945.

ficre y~u 2 prisoner of war?
Yes, o prisoner ~f the Japancse.
: 4 what places woere you held and stote the approxinate datcs?

I was coptured ~n 10 Lpril 1942, ot M~riveles -n Bataon. 1 rencined

~n Batasn ot Field Hospital H-e 1, until 18 Junc 1942. On thot date

I was -—oved to Bilibid Prissn in Monils “nd 19 Juns I went on 2 ork
det1il to Taycbas and repained there until 10 July 1942. On this

dnte 1 was raturncd.to?Bilibid Prison wn? rceiinecd thcre until 4
Fobruary 1945, waen I 70s liborated by the “rerican Forees.

Are you & practicing physician?®
s, 1 2l
Cutlinc your redicol sAuc~tion and your previtus proctice.

I attended Baylor University, Schonl °F icdiecine, -t Dollas, Toxas, °*
néd reccived ny H.D. degrcc in 1932. Upon gracuction I bcgon ny V-
intornsnip ot Robert B. Grcen Heroricl H~opital San intonizs, Toxes, '
ne. ren~ined therc for ~nc¢ yo-le T begon privaec practice in

nodicine in 1933, at S5an ilnx . Toxas, and aILeT practicing for "nc
vycar there 1 sent on actio Jull Wi vy 7. S, Lrny Hcdieal Corps,

and I have rernainced on ~ctive Aoty os an qfficer in the srny Mecicczl
Corps since that tinc.
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n are y~u fanilinr with the circunstances surrounding the failure

~»f thc Jopancse to furnish proper rodiecel troatnent, supplics and f22d o
“mopican s-ldicrs on work details at Toyabas, Luzon, which resulted in
the de-th »f an unknown nunber of Arierican soldicrs?

[

4 Yos, 1 an,

n  State wh~t you know of your san kn>ulcdge 2bout such frilurc ~n the

part of thc Japancsc.

L On 19 Junc 1942, the Joprnoese ~rdercd the Seniosr nedieal officer at
Bilibid Pris-n, M-nile, to furnish two rediecal ~fficers and four rocdical
c~rpsnen to g5 'n detail., I woluntecred tc gdo "n this requosted detail,

*+ th~t tinc thirty dying anoricons had bocn brought int» thc prison
h~spital by thc Joprncsc nd e were to1ld that ~thor ncn werce Aying an” hence
the ncecssity for sending nedical porsonnel to the suffcring prisoncrs "n
the work detail., On or about the rnorning ~f 20 Junc, C~ptain P-ul .shton
nd four nedical detachnont corpsrcn, Jhasc nancs I do not now rcenll, anc
I werc taken by truck to the province of Toycbas in southern Luz-n to a
point twenty kiloncters frari 2 tovm calle” Cnlauag. WC arrived there at
night an? found m a ancll creck bed cbout three hundred arerican s-ldicrs,
snilors ond norines in nost pitiful c-nciti-ns, sonc at thce point ~f

death, thrcc alroacdy dead, 2nc the ‘living suffering fron nelaria, dyscontery
n® nalnutrition. The Japancsc furnished us n» redical supplics ancé Crptoin
sht~n had ~nly = snall redical £i21” pouch. This wos all »f the neficine
we hac. The Japancse then t~1¢ us that necdic’ne would eonc loter. These
threc hundrod ren ha? been horc for ~b~ut threc wecks hoving beoen nicked
~t randon fr-n thc survivors ~f the "Doath li~rch" at Camp O'Denncll, &ll
Jerc in poor physicnl.Cﬁnditi*n'uhen they were token fr-n Carmp 0'D-nncll
by truck, They wcre rerinved fron Tuyabes for thc purpnsc ~f building a
road through an nlr-1st inpenetrable junglc. T"hen we arrived we Wwere

t-1¢ that thirty nen ha? alre~dy ciecd. fr-n Assentery, nalaoric and cxposurc,
an® the survivors were slceping ~n the ground in the rocky creck bed,
drinking filthy water fron the creek, ond living in thc »pen tiith ut cover.
These men were forced. to work fron caylight to dark. Hen wh» were alrast
dead from nalorin an” Adyscntory Were f-rced to u~rk in the sun "rith-ut
clothing, cover or shoos, with 2 wheclborr~, pick ~nd sh-vcl, lLicn Werc
froquently'bcgton.by'gu:rds f~r stonping t- rclicve thersclves. Men too
ook to rork werc beoten an” procce’ al-ng by Jnponcse gu-r’s 7ith plck
h-n?les, bay-nct scabbarcs, oT ~ny ~ther ~bjcct thoy found rounc. When
10 arrived this had been going on for throe wocks, Coptcoin Jsht~n, who

wns in charge of osur nedical cctaily inrediatcly rcouagte’ the Jop-nesc

t» allow the nediecl cotachrnent o free hand ond ~gker th~t the “ying ncn
be allaved to rost and asked for supplics. I alsd intorecded with the
Japrnesc at vari-us tircs -n bcholf of the sick. The 250 at the time

~f ~ur arrival night be c~nsi‘ored sufficicnt and hes bean for the previ-us
threc wecks, but due to scverc $11lness fr n naloric and Ayscntcry, nen
—ore un~blc to eat. This foor was 2 st~ck pile of capturcd ancricon 9570
c-nsisting of vari-us canne? gonds. ofter tho arrival ~f the mefical
detachnent the fond began to run ~ut an® at the ond thce detail survived on
rice alone, It was inp~ssible tn prcparc fand AMue to the lack of czoking
facilitics =ncd all f~ ¢ was prepore” in ~ne ir-n wheclbarror 7ith a firce
built wmccr it. The ceath ratc for the next throc wecks ~ficr rry arrival
aag fron throe t~ four nen a “afe These ncn werce burics near thc- carn
site an® given a decent buri~l. In -~récr t~ kecp tho livineg cl-thcd they
had to strip the dead of thelr ocl~thcs. .~ n accurcatc list of the dead was
kept =11 the while by C~ptain Paul ..shi'n -n" hns bcen, I belicve, turned
in to ~auth-oritics ot Letternan General Hospital. s time ecnt ~n ~t the
carp, conditi~-ns becanc WoTSC n” 7ith flics and nosquitoacs it 128 in-
prssible to mnintain s nitory eontit’ ns. e ho¢ n~ nctting, n~ beds,
nlth-ugh the Japanesc gu-rcs had tonts or Nipc brrracks. On - ~censl ns,
in the last »~f June, as I rcnember, thc J-n-ncsc necieal ffiecers inspceted
t-is work canmp but dic nothing t~ ancli~rntc conditi-ns, ~lth ugh they
pronmised 2id. I 70 n~t rerember the ~fficer alloved us t~ son” back o
thc prison hospital ot Bilibid, thirty ~f the nen in the most scri-~us
physical c-nditi-n. “1s0 -n »r 2b~ut 1 July 1 belicve the truck that took
thc thirty ncn t» Bilibif¢ brought thc supplics back., /e receclivec s-ne
ncical supplics fronm the J2panesc -+hich consistcd -nly »f = fcr hundred quin-
inc toblcts an” a snoll an~unt of bandages, gauze nd inAinc, on possibly o
fow othoer items of no c¢-nscquence. Thore were not en~ugh redicnl supplics
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scpt by the Japencse to take carc of tcn men and thore was not ovor

five pounds of supplies in all, C-ptain Ashton nade deily requosts

f~r nedical supplics with-out sucecess. Every cff-rt was nmade on the

part of thc modical dctachrment to relicve conditi ns »~f the sick but
withHout redical surplies little could be ace-nplished. On 10 July 1942,
thce Japanesc nedical officer o scnd thirty ron in

thc rost scrisus eondition to Bilibid Prison. I ace-mponied those nen

to Bilibicd at the order of Captain dsaton, duc to the fact that I was
suffcring fronm severc beri beri. Captain lishton and the four corps non
remained at the e~mp for about two »~r threc weeks l-nger an” thoun they
werc brought in with thc survivors. I do not remcrber h~w man) survived
~ut »f the originczl three hundred men, During thce pericd I was thero
prssibly fifty men died, I 7o not renenber oxactly how m~ny. Had we been
furrished with mecdical supplies an? had we becn cble to inmpr-ve living
conditions, many of thesc nmea could have been saved.. In ny opinion, it wes
criminal to send these men to Tayabas from C-np O'Donnell a3 thoy hod not
rcceived fr-n the privati-ns of Bataan and almost 211l ~f thon hacd nadc the
"Death Morch" fron Botacn, I stoutc unquelificbly that I hold the Japonesc
g~vernncnt resp-nsidlc for the death of every American wh~ died ot this -
comp. We called the attention of the Jeopanesc to the terrible c-n’itions
"2ily and told then that these men woulcd all Cic unlcss the Jopmnesc would
provide necessory clothing. quarters, food and medical supplies. * Up~n
arrivel at Bilibic Pris-n nany of the survivors diced as a result of their
privati-ns ot Tayabas., I cannot state who the Japanese were who opcrated
this camp, but I believe thot Caphain ashten; who is now 2t Corona,
C~liforniz, has inforration as to the icdentity of thesc J-pancsc. 4s

I rceall, it was the gencrel »~pinion that the troops in charge of this work
Actnil were engincer troops from Osnka, but I cannot bc surc cbout that.

/s/ Chnrles_Th- nag Brown

Carrics Thonas Broun, 7.,
US:;

Stotec of Texas

)
) SS
)

Corunty »f Bcxar

I, Charlecs Thonos Brown, of lawful age; being “uly siorn on o2th,
stotc that I hove rend the forcgoing tronscripti-n of ny interrogation and
211 answers containe® therein arc truc to the best of ny knowledge ond
belicf,

/s/ Charles Thonns Bram

LS E- L T - - " TR R N

Charicc Tron~s Browm, Maj., US.
Subscribed ~nd s7-rn to before ne this _12 _ Aay of Loy 1945.

/8/ i _C. Mozford
g g NOZESTC
Captain, Inf.
Surnr.ary C-urt Officcr

CHERE LI FPLG GOT N

I, James C, Fitzgorold, Speeinl ‘gent, Sceurity an” Intelligence
Division, Hea”quartors Eighth Sorviee C-mnon?, 4SF, cortify that on 10 Moy
1945 crsonally ~opcered before rc Chorles Thorncs Brown, M2jor, 0-301813, ~n-

y P : s ’ ’
gave the foregring answers to the seversl questi-ns set forth; that after
his tcstirm~ny had becn transceribed, the sai?! Ch~rlcs Th-nns Browm read the

- ’ -
gar'ec an” affixcd his signaturc thercto in ny proscncc.

/s/ J-nes C, Fitzrer-ld
J..iiS C, FITZGER..LD

Placa: San ant-nlon, Toxa Spceial agent, SIC

Date: Moy 12, 1945

CZRTIFITED TRUE COsX:

E, T. Edrington U oure Voo HMascharu HOLLL

WOJG, ..US eroscevtion Exhiblit Noe 322
Reenived 15 Jronuory 1946
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CERIIEICALIE

I, T. R. C. King, Major, Inf. (ID), Executive
Officer, Legal Section, General Headquarters, Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers, do hereby certify
that the attached photostatic copy of the affidavit
of MAJOR CHARLES THOMAS BROWN is a true and correct
reproduction of the original affidavit; and that a signed

and sworn copy of éaid affidavit is presently on file with

this Section.

/s/ T. Ra Co. K1
Ts Bs Go KIN

%9
Major, Inf. (ID)

Witness: /s/ John R, Pritchesrd
Sworn to before me this l4th day of

November 1946, Tokyo, Japan.

/s/ John R, Pritchard
C?pt P 6 o s
Summary Court




