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the sedarate 2a?2er 1n accordance with tre

Jopan, @0 devose as 1 ollows:

1. Gervan-Jananese kilitary Cooderatlon 3efore the
of the lacific 'ar.
When the German-Iltalian-Jalanese Trilartite

ras eoncluded 1 was annointed military committee

L]

iixad M"echnical CommiLsslon mich had been set W)

with srticle 4 of the Pact, and 11 thls canac tv I left T0kTO

-

for Germanv in December, 1940. 1 m7 denarture the Havy

L

e

atepr's instructions vere handed to me by Toyoda, "eljiro the

v

Vice=-iiinister of the navy. <They read: '""he Triovartite .lliance
2ims at orecluding a war with the Unltec States, and, by im-

nroving our diplomatilc relation with that country, it is %to glve

an imnetus to an early settlement of the 3ino-Janancse lonflict,
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Such being the case, the d>rimary duty of the Military Commissioner

1s to pass correct Judgement from the military viewnoint on the

question of'vhether or not an act of offense has beon launched

unon one of the varties of the alliance!' as orovided in Article

9 0f thae Pact. In view of the fact that this »aet is for an

alliance for defensive purnoses ecare mist be takea to avoid '

immatupely reaching the decision that 'an act of offense ras been

committed' and thereby drawing , this country into the abyvss of '

4 war. oSince the final decision will bhe made in Tokyo, the.

oroblem must be handled with utmost caution and visdom and all

efforta must be exert.d to investigate and ranort the real

circumstances involved."

1 arrived at Berlin on January o, 1941, but the “ixed Com-

mission 'as not inaugurated for a long time. In the meanwhile,

the Germun government did not accord us due treatment as Commis-

sloner, and all o®pertunitiecs were denied us for ooening official

discussion. Consequcntl—- there vas no occasion for us to deal

with the question of fwhether or not an act of offence has been

launched! or to submit a renort to fokyo on the question.

Although the !ixed Commission was hastily inaugurated after

the outhrealk of the l2acific War, it was not more than a perfunctory

meecting and was held only tvo or threc times in the sarlier stage

of - i¥s introduction,to be followed by no meeting at all later on.

Under these circumstinces the eXxistence of the Commission was

”6nly'nominal, though I continued to stay in Perlin in the capacity




of Military Commissioner until harcf, 1945, when 1 was relicved

of the office and 1left Germany for home. Durine

1 acted exclusively as militarv adviser to the

therc. lovever,vith regard to nroblens concerning Hurely | ilitary
. operation, I consulted directly with the dilitary authorities

concerned, thus muking them-c¢learly distinet from-polatical matters.
..fv..nd even 1n the disposition of these military matters, our military

commissioncers acted ricrely as 2 liaison office between Ltokvo and

Berlin,

fhe only vork in vhich the military commissioner h2d acted

under explicit directions from Lokyo conccrned the conclusion of
the Mlliitary Agreement vhich vus origcinated by the instruction of
the Jananese Government siven to him in January, igé*, leCoe im=-

. mediately after the outbreak of the 2acific War., Wo other diree-

.tion was given from Tokwo at all.

During tae jeriod of th: american-Jancnes« dinlomatic talks,
not cven-informatien r:lative to the above mogetiation could be |
reccived by us fP0j our Cecntral Office. (T.N. Japancse Government
in Tokyo). .iroused by loud talks in the air as reverberated
through pajers of neutral states I roferred the matter to Tokyo
more than once by ° telegrash, because of my great anxietv.

a responsc to my rcpeatcd inquiry, if I remember .pight, just

a single answer was received some time in July or August of 1941,

to the effect trhat the Yanancsc Gevernment ' as conducting ncgotia-

tions with the Unitecd States in strict conformity with the spirit




llitary Ceoncration, including Submirine

outioreak of the 2acific Viar,

"t around sMarch or anril
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for a noverful reconforecmen

Wi P Bbwmane atswd® , , | ety ’
Lth strong surfncu vesscls as tho motn “streng

NCre cneoura s emd 01 th¢ submarinc camsaign
conducted by the
thaese 2roposals
on
too fully occupied
adi1vart mc1h of its

“everthelcss tha samc 2ro

again vith the inceraasa 1i1fTicnlt
military nosition in~North Afriece.,
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rimarT objective of Uringj&mgtﬂu:i}fpmun 0. 0MArines
in the contrioutorr effeet of thase .new submarines
submarine=bullding teenigquos thros German submarincg
technicinng should hea ‘Jfgl..lg“t to Jdaryin with submurings., In short.
w8 navy and 1 myself werc cone rncd
undcrstood trat thoe subnirince oficer
of the **:'r’:ovxz mentionced words of Hitlor and that no
activities of submarine varfcar: on our Jipt i cntari1led condi-
tion 1n this offer, not to meontion our aeccarxtance of such re=-
gucste
Onc of thesce two ssubmnrin .8 lost on th
nd only one safely rveachoed her destination. How
difficult »robvlem o 0 1mrovemegnt of our submurine construc-
tion tecehrines could not he .solved in a short scriod.
course of time, on the othor wnd, an ovinion boea
0y the noeca from the forc:s on the front, that this
submarince with if?%'HlfﬂPlOf‘IDMﬂaﬂV;t;iﬁ:E.nfi
purfosc and that an entircly new 1dea we
submarine coastruction. Such being the
orought about Zfter all no »Hractical benaf
submarine o72c¢rationse. |
Aoout such a %20licy as annihilatling the croew-mambe:

snemy vassels sunk oy suhmarines, nothing vos cver sug:

to g b theoe SPITANS o 1L navep roard of such a swwy
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London Disarmamcent vonforenc: vhich I




th Jarancese delegitlor I myscl orsonidlly narticil>ated 1in the

» Y + 1 - pe : . * M A/ " , 344 'S 1 |- -~ - " .
discussion of ti¢c »Droblem ol o erewWemombders should oc treiata

when their shins had been sunk by & submarine, <«ccordingly, 1if
vor haed hoeard talk of this kind, l1g would surclv have
ny memory I have no merory of such talk. O0f coursc

J

to our authoritics in tTok: PC=-

day of April, 1Y94%
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accordance with ny gcicnea 1 swear to toll th
truth withholding nothling and adding nothing.

-

JRiL Naokuni
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I, Charlic 8, Terry of the Iligmnmrxauupxuy;aﬂmuwch, heroby

curtify that the forcgoing translation deseri od in t above
certificute is, to the best of my knowloedgoe and belioef,
corrcct trunslation and is'cs n.ar as 0ossible to the maoaning

of the originnl docum mt,




