


Def. Doec. No. 2094

"

5

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.

VS =

ARAKI Sadao, et al,

- Defendants =

AP FIDAYILZ

RUFUS S. BRATTON

t-ﬂ-*‘-_ l_

RUFUS S. BRATTON, being first duly sworn, upon oath deposes and sajr

Q
A
Q
A
<
A

What 1s your name?
Rufus S. Bratton, Colonel, United States Army.

What 1s your present position?.
Deputy Chief of CIS, G-2, GHG SCAP.

What was your position in the month of December 19417?
Chief of the Far LEastern Section, Military Intelligence Division,
War Dcpartment General Staff, Washirngton, D. C.

What, in general, werc your dutics at that time?

I supervised the work of the Far Eastern Section of the Military
Intelligence Division, and specifically was the custodian and
proccssor of the Jaranese diplonstis messages. vhich were being
intercepted and transzlated by itbhe Army and the MNavy. I had
charge ol that material from the tinre it reached the Military
Intellisence Division.

Was 1t your responsibility to make delivery or dissemfmnation of
that intercepted diplomatlic correspondence?

It was my responsibility. I had =ome officer assistants who
helped me in processing the materiIzl and crcasionally in distri-
buting it.

When did you first -lcarn that ordores had been issued to Japanese
Embassies and consulates to destrey their covles and documents?
On 5 December we had intercepted crevis fram YDolkyo to the Embassy
to that effect, and T had sent »nc¢ o my officer»s to the Lmbassy
and he rcported that they were buraing thelr papers in the back
vard.,

Whom did you notify of this fart?

General Sherman Miles, my superior officer and Chief of Military
Intelligence, and &2neral Leonard T. Gerow, Chief of the War
Plans Divisicn of the General Staff. The intercepted message

was scnt to the uswval reciplents of this materizl, which included
the Secretary ol State and the Chief of 3taff'. Distribution to
the Scerctary of the Navy and the FPresident was 2t that time the
recsponsibility of the Navy.

Did you and Generals Miles and Gerow discuss the meaning of this
destruction of codes?

Yes, we agrecd that it meant at Lhe least a break in diplomatic
relations and probably war.

Do you remember the so-called pilot message, which appears in
evidence in this case as Exhibit 1,216 and which I am having

handed to you?
1 do.
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& When did this message first come to your attention?

A Some time around 2 0'clock of the afternoon of Saturday, 6
December 19L1.

Q@ Did you discuss th

A Yes; + In addition,

that » the Secretary
of Wa

Are you familiar with the 1l ~part message which was later re-

ceived in accordance with this pilot mossage, in evidence here

as Exhibit 1,2,5-K, which is being handed to yo u?
I am.

"hen did you first see any parts of thils message?

That message began to come into my office in the late afternoon
or early evening of 6 December, and the first 13 parts had
arrived completely between 9 and 10 o'clock that evening.

To whom did you make distribution of those 13 parts?

To the Secretary of State, by delivery of the locked pouch con-
taining them to the night duty officer in the State Department
some time after 10 o'clock that night. I also advised General

Miles by telephone of the contents, and was told by him that
he had seen the 13 parts.

When did you first see the 1lth part of the message?

th part was delivered to me at my office in the War Depart-
:15 or 8:30 on the morning of Sunday, 7 December.

Q@ What distribution cf’ i1t was made by you?

A It was dclivered immediately to the State Department by me or
my assistant, Colonel Dusenbury.

Q Vhén-did you first seec the message ordering 1 o'clock delivery
of the memorandwa contained in the 1l-purt message, Exhibit
1,218, which is being shown to you’

A At just about 9 o'clock of the morning of 7 December.

Whom did you notify of recet S :
Generals Miles and Gerow, -neral Marghall, Chief of Staff.

message?

At 11:25 that morning Generals Mileg and Gerow and I met with
Gemeral Marshall) in his office. He then read, in our presence,
the complete 1lj-part message and the 1 o'clock delivery messags.

Q

A

R Do you know whoether Goreral Murenail bad raad the 1lj-part
A

Q@ Was the significance of che 1 o'clock delivery discussed?

A At General Marshall!'s seQuest each of us gave him his evaluation
of 1t, which was that wo concurred in believing that it meant
Japanese hostile «c¢tion galnet soume American tnstallation in
the Pacific at or snortly after 1 o'elock that af' ternoon.

_ on the
telephone, and after consultation with him wrote oat in his own

hand a warning message to bec sent to Hawaii, the ‘hilippines,
Panama and othcr American Jutposts in the Pacific.

Q I am having handcd to ycu Defence Document no. 1500-E-6. Please
examine this document and state whether it is a copy cf the
message at that time prepared and sont by General Marshall?

A This is the message which General Marshall wrote and which at
his order I took to the War Department Mosgago Centor for coding
and transmission.
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Were vou advised by the chief of thc message center how long it
would take for delivery of that message to the addressees?
Colonel French, the chief of the mecssage center, told me that
1t would be in the hands of the addrcssees within 50 or 11O
minutes, which fact I reported to General Marshall.

2 Vhat time was it then?
A It was then 11:53 A.M,

FURTHER the affiant saith not.

At Tokyo, this 18 August 1947

/s/ R. S. Bratton
Subseribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on
this 18 August 1947, at Tulzyo.

/s/ Vorth D. White
C-'apt- Inf-
Summary Court Officer




