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SWORN DZPOSTLICN
Deponent: }M2jor Cererel F. S. PIGCOLS

I, Major Genera) Frar~ia S*ewzrd Gillercy Pipentt, C:B.y D:-S.0.,
H

Colonel Commancan®, i cv:! Inginears, ¢? Hapaidéy, Lihivrst, in the County of

=1

surrey, England, caving veey Jirst daly sworn, irake oath and ceys

I first met General MJTO (Akira) in Shanghai in 1938, where I had been
sent from Tokyo at the request of the British Ambassador to China and with
the concurrence of the British and Japanese Governments, to settle certain
gquestions which had arisen to the prejudice of good relations tetween the
British and Japanese authorities in Shargheic He was then serving on the
staff of General HATA, the Commander~in-Chief, and was instrumental; under
General HATA's orders, in effecting a noviceable improvement in Anglo=
Japanese relations in that areae

Latar, in the summer of 1939, he was head of the Japanese Army Delegation
from North China, which came to Tokyo to take part in the Conference assembled
to discuss, and settle if possible, the Tientsin orisis. Although tho Military
euthorities had been overruled as rogards the site of the Conference, ==
they wished it to be held in Tientsin, but the Prime Minister (Baron HIRANUMA)
had insisted on Tokyo ~=- thoy accepted the situation and did their best to
make the Conference a success. General MUTO frequently explained to mo the
Army's point of view, namely that their businoss was with the security of
their troops, and that the cconomic questions et the Confercence concerned this
soecurity; ho was anxious to get back to his military dutios aa soon as possible,
and for this reason desired to sce a speody and successful outcomee I reported
his attitudo to the British Jmbassador, end an account of my farowell inter-
view with General MUTO, in which he oxpresscd his "good wishos for tho success
of the Conferenco® appeared in the London Times about August 14, 1939

AS one soldier speaking of another I admired and trusted General MUTOe

SUBSCRIBED and sworn to before me (
at Cranleigh in the County of Surrey, ( /8/ Fe S. Piggott
England, this 24th day of July, 1947« (

/s/ Basil C. W. Hart

A Commissioner for Oaths,




