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and belief, o correct translutlon and 18 as near as possible t.
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Def. Poc. # 1829 - | Translated by
| Defense Language Branch

e

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition
Deponent: SUZUKI, Kunji

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my couﬁtry

I hereby depose as. follows.

1. As my deposition dated February 2, 1947 was too abstract,

I depose as follows 1In moré conerete manner concerning the
. - actual treatment of R.0.W.s, during my tenure of office as

the Head of Tokyo Prisoners' Camp, between September, the
17th year of Showa (1942) and April, the 19th year of Showa
(1944).

>. (A) P.O.W.s were not obliged to be engaged in works directl
connected with the war. The outliﬁe of the prisoners' work:

was as follows:

(i) Works connected with loading and vnloading of goods

‘ .
on land and sea.




Def. Doc. # 1829

This excludes handling of arms, munitions or Similar
articles. The cargos handled by P.0.7.&. were mainly

food-stuffs (foreign rice), paper; coal, and railway

goods.
~ (ii) Public works (mainly, construction of the Tokyo-Yokohalr
Canal and hydraﬁlic_dams in various places).
(1ii) Ammonium sulphate factories, edible oil plants, fire-
brick factories, etc.
(iv) Vorks in shipbuilding yards, mainly cutiing of
steel 2nd rivetting in connection with the building of
genéral standard-type ships.
They vere strictly forbidden from even afproaching nav:- '
ships.
(v) Works in connection with increased production of coal,
tranSportatidn of'ore, etc. (coal mines and copper mines
(B) They were not required to be engaged in works physicall,
unfit for then. .
B After a thorouéh investigation of the prisoners' former
occﬁpations and ability the principle of the right man in
the right place wes followed,because 1T was considered
as most profitable for the purrose of increasing efficiené*
Moreover, they vere not reguired to be engaged in ﬁnhealt};
works or dangerous works. A three shifts sjé@ag in right
works was adopted and dangerous WOrks were striétly
_ g
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-
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# Def. Doc. # 182¢

forbidden. The companies concerned were notified to this.

effect, so it vas fact that ro priscrer engaged in dangerous

works.
(C) Daily works coverad frdm 8 o0 © hours, equivalent to or
less than that of Japsanese.

‘They vere accordad with one holiday a wegk. 8ince it v
impossibls to grart simultanecvs holidsys to all rrisor Is,
each ore took indervenderntly an off-day a week. Howvever, lat=
they were acco}ded with one holiday every ten days:

(D) Mo rrisorer vas subjected to srzcial works ss & disci-
plinary measvré.

(E) Suprly of food and clothing was sufficiant in the light

of the rrevailing conditions in Jaran. As for shoes, Jezranase
shoes viere too small for them, Thus ve were'compelled to
suvprply them with canvag-shoes or straw-shoes,

(1) There was no cnse of refussl or non=-fulfjilment of retions.

(food and clothing).
(11) Apainst the criticisw the!{ food was in-svfficiant aceor

cording to the stardard of their national or recial crstoms,

‘2 we canrot brt rerly that ths sctual corditions of ouvr courtry

At that time made 3t rrecticelly imrossible to stprly suvch

luxrrious rations =5 butter, cheecse, milk, ote. which were
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iﬁpoésiﬁle to ohtein. |
(iii) The.rntiOn of food was almost egnivelert to that of
the Jarrnese ~rmy ir its qwnnt{ty and qrality. X
(Provided that waritime ircreased-ration is excerted).
Gererslly svenkirg, fooa was surrlieé ir nccordsance with
the Frisoners' Surrly Regnrla tior. '
(iv) As for clothing, ever the Jar~nese army was ~roviGeo
with rotched rrd ragged wriforms. The rrisorers were pro-
~vided ¥ith high4grade seized eremﬁ clothing., They were he-
better Qﬁ' than Jarsrese soldiers.ir this resgect.
(v) As for accommodatiéns in the camps, nothing violsted
the spirit of the treaties. p
Conditions were generally good so far =2s capqcify, lightinge,
bath, cooking, latrine, etc. were concerned.
It was unevoidable that in-séomé temporary cemps which houséd
P.0,%, S 1ﬁ case of their premature arrivals until the
completion of the permanent ones were not up to the standara
in respect to their accommodations.,
(Niigata ard Numadaira Camps) -
4. In case of illness, P,0.¥.s were adnmitted to the hospitals
and were treated. Hajor surgical ope;ations were entrusted
to military hospitals.

5. Monthly inspections were conducted most accuratély every

month. -lMoreover, the resvlts.were compiled in the form of
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all kinds of statistiecs. which were used as a sole data for
hygienic improvement. ‘

(A) Coercion of lowly works w-- There i§~absolutely no such
example. |

(B) Expoéure to public spectatérs --- Japanese were prohibit=
from approaching, standing by and watching the P.0.V.s

In fact, it was so strictly enforced as to cause antipat..y

of the Japenese.

(C) No P.0.W. Officer was pléced under the direction of.

Japanese non-commissioned officers and men.

]

Provided that, in case of minor detached camps, non-commisci.
officers, sometimes took charge temporarily during the absernc:

of the officers who held additional posts to there positions

as heads of the sald camps.

(D) There was no case of . 6fficers who were coerced to

work. Provided that, in some <ases, they took care of vegite

ble gardens, chicken-raising, ete. in order to increasé
production of foodstuffs for self-sufficiency. They did

this voluntarily and seemedﬁ}ather enjoy it. They were some

times required to engage in brain and intellectuval works

of technical nature which were also done with their consent

(williné consent). These were, for instance, drafting, etc.

(A) Interviews by the representatives of the protecting

powers Z.r are specified in Article 11 and Article 13 of

4
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Def. Doc. # 1829

the detailed laws on Treatument 01 r.0.%.S

Tﬁere is no example in Tokyo in which an interview with the

prisoners was fefuéed.'

(B) The prisoneiﬁ were allowed to complain freely to these

representatives.y

In these cases, the‘reﬁresentatives ﬁseé to explain tc the

prisoners the difficult conditions in Japan and let thew

understand. They told demands of the prisoners to the head
of the Camp. Spontaneoﬁs'replies were given on the spot.

(C) No Red Cross parcels,’ mﬁils, etc, were évsperded.

(D) Represéntations"rom senior officers among the prisoner.:

were adcepted at liberty. And we approved what was perm1531%1

and not.apprqved what was not permissible.

Examples of non-approvalj

(1) Increased cigarette supply(daily upply was 3 or 4)

(i1) Increased food supply (more food than was prescribed

<% in the Prisoners® Supply Regulation was not. approved)

(iii) Off-day on Sundays (owing to suspension of holldays~on
Sundays throughout Japan, we adopted shift system, =¥
granfing each pﬁesbnlmﬁeyholidag a weék).

(iv) Demand for butter, cheese, milk, etc. (such articles
were not obtainable).Provided that only patients were
supplied with milk.

(v) Demand for havinz bath three times. a week (due to shorte:

of fuel, we gave them twice a week).
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Def. Doc. 7# 1E9

8. As to the managemert of F.7 .0, labour, Lievtenant-General
KAMIMURA, Mikio, Directer of the P.0.W. irformation Bureau
(chief of the P.0.Yv. Cortrol Ruréau) issued the following
1nstrucfion. -
"Don't let themnm work too much. Improve their health, uake
them work little but rather cortinvonsly with vositive
result. If ary one gets sick, it vill destrov ovr vuT nse
The central army avthorities are of the same prirciple™.

5 During my tenure of office, a certzin rrisoner's theft case

f

(stesling cother P.0.™.'s clothes) har~ered on 2 day which

eccared my memory (probably in 1943).

He was serterced to imprisonmert in the courtmartial of

the Zastern Army. And it is a fact that the said r»risoner,

on retvrn to the camp after serving ovt his senterce,
intimated that the Jararese jail treated him very wvell.
~This rroves that the rrisorers were accorded with dve
iﬁ trials before their ?unjshment.
L 10. The prisorers of the lst Brarch Camr, located at Oshima-
machi, Kavasaki City, worked every day in loading srd vnlc
ing orn the freight-rlatform of the Kawasaki Station, for
I e the Kawssaki Brarch éf the Nihon Transportation Company.
But, there haprered to be a lane by the said freight-
ﬁ plétform which vere freqvented‘by ordirsry Jararese passers-
by. Lienterant Takeuchi, Head of the Branch.hamp, made the

marager of the @ompany Brarch take prorer measures by

o P s
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bvilding a boeord ferce uvit OnE siae of the said lane soO thart

rot be seen by.qutsiders.

‘the prisorners might

In nearly all other cases n g.7 . worked only in rremises

orter or in the ships

,

erre the ordinary citizers could not

11. The end Brarch Camp, Mitsujima-mura, Shimoheil- gun, Lagand

Prefectiire WSS sitnated on the river-bank of the Tenrvi
There was a village road Dby the mourtair on the side i ot

said Camp, which overlooked the Camp.

master ard ‘the roliceman. \p charge of the rolice-boX snd

T sert for the villa,

warned them &s follows.

wyillagers ca2r freely rass that road. But they are forbidd~

from halting to s=e the irterior of the Camp.”

The rolicemarn immediately communicated my +arring. to the

villagers. and rosted a 'notice-boards' on both ends of tr.

rozd jr order to ernsuvre the strict observance.

12. The reply of the Vice-Minister of "ar addressed to the Vice

Minister Bor Forelgn Affairs, dzted Jaruary 22, the 17th y=-

bl - of Shova (1942), is 2s follows:
; (A) Ir view of the frct that the ”ﬁﬁeva P.0.Y, Treatment
| i ve are not able to declare

Corvertior was rotv ratified, W%

Tt wonld be prorer, hoWeVer, merely to notify that we hav-

jons of the corvertis

% . no objectior to aprlylirg the stirnlat
U : : - 32 N )
0 mutatis mytandlis ds Tar as the tre~tments of P:Q,". ¥Were
K

A f{ concarned.
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wns sworn by the Derorert,

Doc., # 187¢

(B) "e have :o Jbjection ro s»-plyins the P.O.W.§ with

food and clothirg, will dve corsideratior to their national

or racial cnstoms.

Accordirgly, the Chief of the P.0.W. Cortrol Bureau gave

the following instruction to the personnels of the Prisoner’

wrisuret

Camps who were directly ergaged in dealing with the
"You shall frert them solely in accordance with the Fulsnrar
Treatment Regnlation. of Japan (Inclvdirg other various |
regulations eracted by our conrtry concerning the P.0.%s
This aprlies to the following parts)) regafdless of the
cereva Conventior or the Tnterratioral laws on land warfare
I hereby stated, &s ar aiditiornal deposition, details of 1ib.
corditions in the Camps as they =7e, dnring my ternure of
office as the Feaa of Tokvo Prisorers! Camp

Oor thi; 14th day of Fabruary, 1247. |
Svngamo Prison.

DEROFRNT /s/ SUZUKIy Kurji (seal)

-
-

T,0BTA, Kiniiro, hereby certify that the above statement

who affixed his sigrature ard seal

thereto in the presence of this 7itress.

On the same date, at the same rlace.

witress: /s/ OHTA, Kinjiro (seal)




