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On the early printed maps and atlases of
Japan made in Western countries

It is more than 20 years since our library has endeavoured to collect
various maps of Japan. We have already registered more than 500 of them,
including such rare copies as those cartographed by A. Ortelius (Cosmographia),
S. Minster (ib.), J. Bleau (Atlas), ]J.-B. B. d’Anville (ib.), etc. Our present
intention is to choose some of the typical ones and arrange them so as to
see the days when Japan first immerged from obscurity to the stage of world
cartography and to trace it down to the Modern Age, and see in retrospect
how Japan gradually became known among Western countries.

Earlier than Marco Polo mediaeval Arabians are said to have called Japan
an island of Wakwak (Cf. Wakwak: Chinese appellation for Japan “Wak-
ku”, or {£[F). Marco Polo, on the other hand, called this island Zipangu,
and we also see the same name in Catalana (1375) later on. In those days,
Japan was considered a mere legendary land in the East. There were none
who had ever visited Japan, and so they were obliged to surmise the shape
and size of Japan and its situation only by imagination and hearsay, as is
seen in M. Behaim’s atlas or S. Miinster’s cosmography (1) (2).

In 1542, an event took place: a band of Portuguese, having been caught
in the storm, being adrift, landed on the shore of a certain island in Southern
Japan. They seem to have given much impetus to the cartographers, whose
efforts resulted in prolific presentation of maps. Such being the case, from
this time on, the maps represented “Japan” instead of “Zipangu” and Japan
ceased to be a legendary land and was suddenly brought into contact with
the Western world as a land of reality. Most of the lines represented in the
maps of (. Mercator (3) and A. Ortelius (4) were, however, the authors’ mere
creation, mainly founded on the rumour they happened to hear; never had
they made any topographical research themselves. The only merits that can
be attributed to them are that they inserted some names of cities in these
maps. Japan is represented as a country composed of 3 islands in the cosmo-
graphies made my B. Velho and F. Vaz Douraud and in A. Ortelius’ Tartar
(5), Asia (6), China (7), and Pacific (8). The complete lack of knowledge on
the eastern part of Japan, however, is obviously detected in both of these
maps. Just as No. 4, A. & H. a Langren (9) also made a map of East Indies.
It is remarkable that Korea is represented here as a circle, not as a broad,
prolonged peninsula. The cosmography drawn by P. Plancio (10), however,
represents Korea as an oblong peninsula. In the midst of the peninsula is
inscribed a letter “TTAUXEM?”, which leads us to believe that he might have
used some Japanese sources in composing his map. L. Teisera’s “laponiae
Insvlae” (11) has first claim to be called the most monumental work of the
XVI Century. Here in his map we see Japan described for the first time in
a monographical form. It is not to be overlooked that generally in XVI
Century great progress in cartography-technique was furthered by the fact
that the Portuguese government sent many Catholic priests into Japan in an
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endeavour to plant the Christian Faith there. The XVII Century set in: Spain,
England, Holland rose, took part in the enterprise of the Portuguese nation
and got entangled 1n conflict with their rivals everywhere in the Orient, being
always envious of the Portuguese sSuccess. Though there was a great influx
of foreign traders and Imissionaries in the Orient, XV1l Century was quite
overshadowed by the brilliancy of the XVI Century in point of cartography.
It is seemingly due to the fact that Japan began to forbid legally any kind
of transaction with foreign countries, and henceforward Western cartographers
were unable to make any topographical investigation on the Japanese soil.
However, in this hard time for cartographers, there was a Jesuit called Fh.
Briet who drew a map of Japan with much precision (12). His map seems
even to excel that of his predecessor, I. Teisera, in its exactitude and precision.
As time went on, Formosa was gradually brought into closer contact with
the Dutchmen and the Spaniards, who were then bending themselves to raise
fortification against attack by the native population. This necessitated them
to do more precise regional research, and soon it resulted in a complete re-
vision of the maps (13) they had formerly made. The Spaniards and the
Englishmen knew almost nothing about the island of Yezo, now called Hok-
kaido. In spite of their ignorance of that part of Japan, they were in great
need of learning how to find their shortest seaway to return home. M. G.
Vries undertook this heavy task but whether Hokkaido belonged to a peninsula
of some continent or not (14), was the problem yet to be decided in the next
Century. The Russians had already reached Kamchatka (15) by the time the
explorers had almost completed their expedition in Hokkaido. In XVIII
Century the region north to Hokkaido was yet unexplored, and hence a con-
fusion arose. As is seen in J.-B. B. d’Anville’s map (16), a certain island was

put between Sakhalin and Hokkaido, juxtaposed in a line from north to south.
The map of Japan drawn by H. Reland (17) was the first reprint of some
Japanese edition of this kind, and many future maps seemed to have been
modelled after his art of reprinting maps from Japanese originals. In XIX
Century, almost no place was left unexplored but the arctic and antarctic
regions. Indeed, we ought to admit that J. Cook’s contribution to the
world discovery was great, yet even with all his merits and efforts, the
northern part of Japan was not yet known satisfactorily to the Western world.
This unknown part of the world, however, had begun to be explored as
early as the end of XVIII Century; Louis XVI, King of France, who had
shown much interest in expedition, sent C. de la Pérouse out to the Kurile
Islands and Sakhalin to have topographical research somewhere around there
(18). Besides, A. J. Krusenstern, who planned to go on an expedition to
Japan, was successful in surveying Sakhalin (19). We ought not to neglect
in this connection the name of two Japanese, Tadataka Ino and Rinzo Mamiya,
who explored Hokkaido and Sakhalin severally. Both of them were the very
men that put an end to the cartographical problems concerning Japan. Their
geographical achievements were highly estimated by Ph. F. von Siebold who

:ntroduced their opinions in his “ HZ<:& 5u5[E " Lo the Western world (20).
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TENRI CENTRAL LIBRARY PHOTO SERIES IV.
—Early printed maps and atlases
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Authographic documents of Edo-period in Japanese literature.
1953. (H AV ftEZE5)

The Jesuit Mission Press in Japan. 1953. (&= b LZ&AI)
Kohaisho (1). —Materials of early Haikai—1954. (it PEH)
Early printed maps and atlases of Japan made in Western
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