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4 THE SCIENCE SOCIETY OF CHINA

volumes. Among the more.valuable collections are - the publi-
cations .of the ACarnegibe Institution of Washington, the Sm'th-.
sonjan Institution, tﬁg \.Vistaf Institute, etc.;’ among the private
gifts may be mentioned those of Dr. H. Driesch in biology and
of Mr. M. C. Chow in mathematics, etc. All of these are most
valuable to the society.

The Biological Research Institute has undertaken
The Biological

5\?&7{“? (1) a systematic study of tlie fauna and of tlora

of China. Annual collections made in the spring
result in gradual accumulation of specimens, the most important
of which ars the marine faunas of the coasts of Shangtung, Kiang-
su, Chekiang and Fukien, now aggregating over 8000 pieces,
and botanical speciemens from Kiangsu, Chekiang, Fukien,
Kiangsi, Szechuan, Kwangsi, Yuannan and Kweichow, number-
ing over 16,000; a part of these is on exhibit at the Nanking
headguarters. (2) Theortical studies of various problems have
resulted in the publication of over 20 papers. Two professors,
3 regular research assistants and 8 voluntary assistants are
working daily in the laboratory. About 24 subjects are at present
under investigation.

The publications of the Society consist of several
The Publications .
. series of Memoirs, Transactions, Coutributions from
the Biological Laboratory, Scientific Series and other miscella-
neous books, besides the monthly Journal “‘Science’, They are
obtainable from the bibrary, the Nanking and Shanghai head-
guariers and from the Commercial Press of -Shanghai and its

Dranches. A list of the publications will be furinshed on request,
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also succeeded in enlisting the active help of such eminent
personages as Dr. Chang Chien, Dr. Tsai Yuan-pei, My,
Liang Chi-chao and others. The Ministry of Lducation also
joined in giving financial support to the Society for some time.
In 1919 the Society secured from the Ministry of Finance the
use of a group of public buildings in Nanking for its pzrma-
nent headquarters, A scientific library—devoted primarily to
research literature and to periodicals—was immediately started
within its precincts, and a Biological Research Iastitute has
since been established in the same compound. The Government
also granted to the Society some grounds and buildings in
Canton for the use of its Canton Section. In 1923, an act was
passed by the cabinet authorizing the grant of a monthly sub-
sidy of $2,000 from the national treasury of Kiangsu. In
1926, the China Foundation granted to the Biological Research
Institute the sum of §50,000 for its maintenance and develop-
ment during the following three years. In 1927, an endowment
of $400,000 was made by the National Government to the Society
in vecognition of its services and research activities. In 1928.
the Society purchased a piece of property at 309 Avenue du Roi
Albert, which is the headquaters of the Shanghai section and
also the present general office of the Society. A modern library.
is in process of constuction within this compound and will
be finished by the end of the year 1929. In Nanking, more

Jands have recently been acquired adjoining the old quarters,
to allow for the erection of a museum aud laboratories for the

Biological Resar®4 Instititute.

The library has at present over 17,000 books and
The Library
over 140 scientific periodicals totalling over 29,000



2 THE SCIENCE SOCIETY OF CHINA

All generval policies and executive work are now concen-
trated in the bands of the Board of Trustees and the Board of
Directors, composed of prominent educators and scholars of
the country. They decide on the genaral policies, prepa.re the
budgets and supervise all the activities of the Saciety. Detailed
program-mes are carried out by the subcommittees, of which the
principal standing ones aie the Editorial Committee, the Library
Commiitee, and the Committee for the Biologial Research Insti-
tute. Other committees of more or less temporary nature, such
as, the Committees on Public Lectures, on Scientific Education
in China, on Industry, on Scientific Terminology are appointed
by the Board of Directors from time to {ime. Important papers
are also read and discussed at its Annual Conferences held in

the summer.

The Society has a laach in the United States which par-
ticipates in all the activities of the Society. In social functions,
the Society is assisted by five principal sections located at Nank-
ing, Shanghai, Canton, Peiping, and Mukden, the five most

important cultural and educational centres in China.
Present A semi-popular scientific monthly was inaugurated
‘S)Lav:?o:,'nenl with the foundation of the Society; but financial
support being very meagre, the Society in the
first few years was only able to maintain the uninterrupted
publica;ion of its periodical. Recognition soon came, however,
from various quarters: among others, the Government Universily
at Peking, which, by giving the Society monthly subsidies,
has contributed in no small measure to the growth of the

embryo institution. Membership grew rapidly and the Society



The Science Society of China

Its Ideals, Organization, aud Present State

of Development

Weas The Science Society of China has for its ideals
' the diffusion of scientific spirit and knowledge
among fhe Chinese people, the active participation in scientific
researches and encouragement of their applications in practical
fie]ds, 50 as to give a firm foundation for the scientific growth
and industrial prosperity of the Nation as well as contributing
to the welfare a.nd progress of the world.
Orgaination The Society was founded in 1914 in America by
some Chinése students then studying in that coun-
try and was subsequently ixicorporated in China in- 1917. Since
its removal to China in 1918, it has taken a reasonably normal
growth, acquiring permanent headquarters, establishing a scien-
tific library and a Biological Research Institute, and taking
up active measures for the propagation of scientific knowledge
of all kinds besides maintaining a scientific periodical, ‘“*Science’’,
which has been published regularly every month since the
founding of the Scciety. Its membership has now grown to over
900, most of them tlake up leading positions in different walks
of life and are graduates of modern universities abroad andbat
home. As the leading scienlific organization of the land, a word
or two regarding the present-day organization and activities of,

the Socciety may not be out of place,
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