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Why is open important?
Why open is important.



Releasing your 
information allows 
other people to build 
upon it



What is Wikimedia?



Wikimedia partners in Scotland



Photographs by JarrahTree...commons.wikimedia.org [CC BY 2.5 au]

What’s a Wikimedian in Residence?



What does a Wikimedian in Residence do?                                                 
(ANSWER: It Depends)

By SLIC CC-BY-SA                                                                                                        By Sara Thomas CC-BY-SA



“Establish public libraries as 
quality content creators in 
the digital sphere, and to 
provide open access to freely 
usable content about 
Scottish culture, derived 
from our rich library 
collections.”



Where our strategic goals 
coincide

Widening access to knowledge

Culture & creativity

Digital inclusion

Reading, literacy & learning

Education & learning



“Wikipedia is the single 

greatest Open Education 

resource the world has 

ever seen”

Jim Groom, Instructional technologist, speaking at #OER16

Not a social 
network

More accurate than 
you think

Global reach



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1LhAhtKa2UNEoyTH0r6cSvrDiRcwny0v5/view


Photography

Wikipedia articles are 20-30% 
more likely to be read if 
illustrated with a photo.



Travel and Tourism



ESOL - English as a second language



Events Planning



Women in 

Engineering



Fine Art



Animation



Model Making



Video Film



Information Literacy



Editing Wikipedia



Pillars of 
Wikipedia

An encyclopedia

Neutral point of view

Free content that anyone 

can use, reuse or 

distribute

Respect & civility

No firm rules

By Thermos (Thermos) (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia Commons 



Topics should meet Wiki’s 
standard of notability

Avoid conflict of interest

No original research -
“verifiability not truth” 



More than meets the eye

★ Quality & ratings scale (Wikiprojects)
★ Vandalism picked up quickly
★ Wikipedia is more accurate than you think
★ Study by Nature in 2005, found Wiki nearly as accurate 

as Britannica (2.92 errors per article comp to 3.86 on 
Wikipedia.)

★ Journal of Clinical Oncology, 2010 found Wiki as 
accurate as Physician Data Query.

★ Tertiary resource, based on reliable secondary sources



What’s a reliable source?



CC-BY-SA



Anatomy of a Featured Article



Create your 
user page



Visual editor

Adding a link to 
another Wikipedia 
page - a “wikilink”

Bullet points

Headings
Basic formatting Adding a reference

Adding pictures, 
reference lists, 
templates

Special characters

(Can also be used 
for external links)

Screengrabs from Wikipedia, CC-BY-SA



By futureatlas.com (originally posted to Flickr as "Citation needed") [CC BY 2.0 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons



- Andy Scott (sculptor)
- Lindsay Robertson (photographer)

- Kirk Watson (actor)

- Christopher Malcolm

- David Byrne

- Graham Moffat

- But and ben

- Thomas Gildard

- Helen Denerley

- Lucy Skaer

- Janet Hamilton

- Muriel Spark

- Janet Douglas, Lady Glamis


