
! THE WEST CHINA I 
i MISSIONARY NEWS
!«
■ P u b lis h e d  b y

| TH E  W E S T  C H IN A  M IS S IO N S  A D V IS O R Y  B O A R D

V O L . X X X I I I  I R eg istered  a t  th e Chinese P es i Office a s a  \ e n s f ia f e r f  N O . 1



W  3A

WEST CH IN A  RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY
V

. v
<

T . 'i
W est China users of tracts, posters, etc., who ' 

possess the Hankow K.T.S. catalogues will be in­
terested to learn that by the time this issue of the 
“ News” reaches its readers we expect to have ir: 
stock at Chungking fresh supplies of literature 
from Hankow, and that we shall be prepared to fill 
orders for the following numbers in the Hankow  
catalogue :

Hankow It. T.S. Catalutnw Xtimbers -in stork at 
Chnnqkinq;— 74, ‘375, ‘377, 639, 649, 679, 680, 809, 

810, 812, 1010, 1011, 1012, 1*251, 1255, 1461,—  
1508, 1521— 1526, 1542— 1547, 1557— 1564. 
1573— 1580, 1581— 1586 1587— 1592, 1605—  
1610 1 6 4 6 -1 6 5 1 , 1664— 1669, 1682, 1731—  
1740, 1907 1917 2026, 2027, 1948, 1949,
2099, 1952, 1989, 2 0 1 0 ,-2 0 1 9 , 2051— 2056,
2058, 2059.

Also Visual Evangelism posters and tracts.

W e are still offering 20% discount on almost 
every line of our older stock, giving $25.00 worth 
of selected tracts to every contributor of $10.00 
who expresses a desire to receive them, and making 
free grants of various tracts to all who apply.

All donations to the work of the Society 
will be heartily welcomed by the Honorary Treas­
urer at Chungking.

Send all orders and donations to : W .C .K .T .8 .
Fang Niu Hang, Chungking. •

Supplies of older stock may also be obtained from 
Branch Depot, C .M .M . Press, Chengtu.
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EDITORIAL

A  new Editor makes his Bow.

I f  readers.are not already dizzy with the oft-repeated 
operation, w ill they be so k in d  as to accept the obeisance 
of a new ly-appointed E d ito r. I t is  of course unnecessary 
to rem ind readers of the fact that the. News is the organ 
of the W est C h in a A d v iso ry  Board. D r H averm ale, wh.o 
has held the office with such success for the last two 
years is  going, or by the timet this is in  print, w ill have 
gone, on furlough and a ll readers w ill unite in th an kin g  
him  for his strenuous efforts and. efficient w ork during 
the whole of this term of service and in w ish in g  him  a 
happy and profitable tinie at home.

And states his Plea.

W h e n  a new E d ito r takes up this task the first thing 
he meets w ith is a dreadful d isillusionm ent. He, h avipg  
been merely a reade.r, or a very occasio nal contributor, 
has b la n d ly  im agined that the E d ito r is the happy .re­
cip ie n t of a steady and constant stream of “ co p y’’ .which 
comes regularJy to his door through the post or by sw ift 
and w illin g  bearers and that a ll the E d ito r has to dp is 
to arrange this copy tor the delectation ot h is readers, 
or at most, armed with large and relentless blue pencil, 
cut it down to the quantity required to fill the pages of 
the next issue. T h erefore h a v in g  with diffidence and 
reluctance accepted the re sp o n sib ility  of office, we (of 
course an E d ito r is a lw ay s a “ w e” and he is a lw ay s 
graced with a .^apital E ) we w aited and watched in eager 
a n tic ip a tio n  fo r this in co m in g  tide of correspondence.
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T h e Post Office and all its m yrm idons had been warned 
that the stream was to be diverted from the house of Dr. 
H averm ale on the Cam pus to the house of his successor 
in the city. A s day succeeaed day and no stream arose 
in the desert, we merely hoped for at least a tinv rivulet 
to arise and cheer the arid  waste. But at length hope 
faded and a cold dread took its place. T im e advances 
rele n tle ssly, the hun gry press yaw n s for its expected 
prey but alas ! no sign appears of any com ing co n trib u ­
tions. Soon dread and despair have the woe-begotie 
E d ito r in their fe ll clutch and he realizes that he must 
fo llo w  the in structio n s of the C ookery Book which 
begins therecipe for H are Soup by a d v isin g  “ F irs t  catch 
your hare.” He finds that, if he is to provide any menu at 
a ll, be it p la in  or fan cy, ap p etizing  or only just n o u rish ­
ing, his first task is to sa lly  forth a-hunting- W e ll then, 
a-hunting we w ill go, and here and now we spread a net 
as w ide as we may to catch w hatever fare may venture 
in. In  p la in  E n g lis h , we invite, we request, we im plore 
that a ll and sundry, here, there and everyw here w ill 
send in som ething reg ularly  to insert in the News.

W e  have not relied only on the net. W e have used 
hook and snare and cudgel as w ell. T h e  E d ito r  (cap ital 
E  please, Mr. C om positor) has w a y la id  lik e ly  fo lk  in 
unfrequented w ays, he has ambushed them on their 
journeys, has' attacked them at their firesides, has 
threatened them among peaceful friends, and lo ! he finds 
him se lf before the first issue is in p rint a suspected 
character, an outlaw, a bore, avoided as an extortioner, 
feared as a tax-collector. My frie n d s (we are not quite 
sure whether an E d ito r should not say “ O ur fr ie n d s ” 
seeing he is a “ we” ) these th in g s ought not so to be. 
E veryb o d y w h o re a d sth is  m agazine is doing som ething 
that everybo dy else is interested in. W e sincerely  and 
earnestly in vite  you to w rite som ething how ever briefly 
or how ever fu lly  and send it along to the E d ito r so that 
others m ay know  about it and share in the interest and 
burden of your w ork.

A  Prayer-Link.

W e  venture to th in k of the n e w s a s n o to n a  m agazine 
of interesting in form ation , but as som etlfing that is far 
more im portant, nam ely a lin k  that unites us as fellow -
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w orkers, g iv in g  us sym pathy one w ith another, an 
opportunity of sh arin g  our burdens and our .encourage­
m ents; above all as an opportunity for e n listin g  p rayer 
and for u n itin g  us a ll in the fe llo w sh ip  of the S p irit. •

E ach week the m issionaries in every centre through­
out W est C h in a meet*together for prayer. Surely the 
News should pro vide subject-m atter for united in ­
tercession on behalf of one another, and we are con­
vinced that it would do so if  only the needs and 
o ccasions were know n.

A  Legacy.

A  new E d ito r is the in h e rito r of a.legacy w hich is 
handed over to him  in the form of thirty-one volumes of 
the News of past years w hich are his to keep un til he 
resigns or is  turned out of office. N atu rally  his curiosity 
leads him to turn to the earliest and most ancient volume. 
T h is  is the first issue, dated Feb ruary 1899, It is a large 
quarto volum e and the first numbers are w ritten and 
duplicated by hand- But on the first page we come 
across the o rig in a l aim of the News, :expressed as 
fo llo w s :—

‘‘There can only be one o p inio n as to the usefulness 
and i nterest of the paper pro vided  that, frie n d s generally 
do their part to make it a success. W ithout system atic 
and active help of the S ub -E d itors in all parts of the 
P ro vin ces our paper w ill be a fa ilu re  as it is exp ressly 
for “ the c ircu la tio n  of inform ation from a l l  the M issions 
in  W est C h in a ”— w hile with such effective co-operation 
there seems a prospect of one of the happiest of w orks, 
nam ely the “ kn ittin g  together” in frie n d ly  interest all 
the w orkers in different places and of different m issions 
to the increase of sym pathetic know ledge and un d er­
stand ing  p ra yer” -

Religions Education.

Th e greater part of this number is g iven up to the 
subject of R e lig io u s E ducation and especially  the promo­
tion of Sunday Schools. T h is  is a matter of the utmost 
im portance and one to w hich the C hurch must give 
careful attention if  the younger generation is to be reach­
ed. There are ample o p p ortunities and in many
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cases much encouragem ent has been met w ith. On the 
U n iv e rsity  Cam pus, in the Palace B right and Beautiful, 
otherw ise know n as the E ducation B u ild in g , our fellow  
w orkers are g iv in g  much time and thought to this very 
im portant subject. W e  hope the suggestions w ill be very 
ca re fu lly  studied and that m any Qf them w ill be put into 
practice.

A  Time for Experiment.

W e  cannot expect that the methods of the west w ill 
in  th is respect or in any other be found w hollv app licable  
to conditions in C h in a . Sunday S cho ols in Europe and 
A m erica were devised by earnest C hristian  people to 
meet the p ecu liar needs ot a p a rticu la r set of circum ­
stances. W e  are sure there is a great and urgent need 
for Sunday Schools in W est C hina, but the best methods 
of operation must be discovered by tria l and experim ent. 
W e  w ould g lad ly  welcome from our readers any com­
ments on the suggestions made in this number and more 
e sp e cia lly  records ot any experim ents successful or non­
successful that have been made in this work. It is 
im portant to remember that failures are often the most 
u seful means of le a rn in g  the right method. It is  only 
necessary that we should try to see where and why the 
experim ent failed .

Comirunism.

T h e outbreak at H a n ch o w  on O ctober 25th was 
a larm in g  and threatening w hile  it ia s te d . Fortunately 
;t was soon quelled. It w as follow ed by a period of 
ruthless suppression by the authorities, when m any 
suspected persons were executed or im prisoned. Several 
schools liave been closed because they were found to be 
centres of Com m unist a ctiv ity . W il l  the E d ucatio n  
A uth o ritie s of this country n o tta k e w a rn in g  from  these 
events that education without re lig io n  is no education 
at a ll?  The mere increase of know ledge and m ental 
cap acity, so fa r  from being education is a m enaceun til 
i f ‘ is  directed atid uplifted by the id e a ls  and vocation 
that o h ly  C h ristia n ity  can give.
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W h ere does the Church stand ?

The article  by Mr. S. H . F a n g  w hich we print in 
t i l i3 number w ill provide m aterial for much thought and 
heart-searching. Doubtless others who know  churches 
i 11 different parts of W est C hina m ight endorse what Mr. 
F a n g  has said about the w eakness in the sp iritu a l life  of 
our churches. There can be'only one remedy, a tran sfe r­
ence of em phasis from o rganization and education to 
sp iritu a l life. The prophet of old time learnt the lesson 
when the life  of the new ly returned Jews was at its 
lowest ebb.

“ Not by m ight nor by force, but by My 
S p irit, saith the Lo rd  of H osts.”

It  is interesting  and also h u m ilia tin g  to note how 
w idespread was the N estorian C h ristia n ity  in China. 
Churches existed in most of the larg ecities in the country. 
A s  late as the I lt h  century A .D . there was a Nestorian 
C h ristian  Church in Chengtu. A t one time the N estorians 
in this land  numbered tens of thousands. W h y  then 
did it a ll co llap se ? Dr. Latourette points out that 
C h ristia n ity  had better chances of success in C h ina for 
250 years than it ever had in the Rom an Em pire. Itw a s  
tolerated and even supported by the State. Persecutions 
were less frequent and less cruel than they were in the 
Rom an dom ains. T h e  propagators of the faith  in C h in a 
were not of a despised and humble class as they were in 
Rom e but of high sta n d in g a n d  pow erful atC ourt. W h y  
then did it a ll fa il?  W a s there too much reliance on 
fo reigners and notenough Chinese leadership. W a s  it 
the case then as now of foreign fu n d s being used to b uild  
up an organization w hich the C h in e se  Church was not 
ready to shoulder ? W a s it a Church that relied on might 
or force, on b u ild in g s and human capacities ratherthan 
on the S p irit  of the L o rd  ? H isto ry  never e xp la in s itself. 
It  gives us on ly  inexo rab le facts. But where sh all we 
stand when the test of time has tried the foundations of 
our work.

F .B .
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W IN T E R  T IM E

*‘ My time is in Thy hind ” — Psalm xxxi. 17. (P.B.V.)

Time 
“  My time”

“ Winter time”
“ Is in Thy hand”

Who holdest the World.
“ My time is in Thy hand”

“ All’s right with the World”
And right with me.

“  Winter time”
“ My time” ‘

Time
So all is right with me —

Summer Davs— Winter Davs,
Whichever they may be.

Gladsome Ways—-Gloomy Ways—
Thou knowestall, Whose hand 

Is holding all my vears,
My circumstances and

My prospects, hopes and fears.

Therefore I will not fear
Summer Days— Winter Days,

Thou crownest all the Year
With Thy rays— Golden rays—

Sun of Suns, Thou Light
Whose beams in beauty shine,

Making all things bright,
Thou, O Lord Christ, art mine.

Then it shall matter not,
Be my days saddened days,

For happy is my lot—
Full of lays, full of praise—

All glory be to Thee,
The Father, Spirit, Son,

Thou, God, eternally—
The Three, yet ever One.
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COURSE OF S T U D Y  FOR T E A C H E R S OF S U N D A Y  

SCHOOLS A N D FOR T E A C H E R S  OF RELIGION IN 
P R I M A R Y  D A Y  A N D  M ID D L E  SCHOOLS.

The Extension Work Committee oj the West China Union 
University.

I. Foreword
For the last three decades, the Christian movement 

in China has gone forward in very close relation to, if not 
in dependence upon the prestige of Western civilization, 
and especially upon that of Western Science and Industrial 
Development. The situation has changed and is changing. 
The great war proved that science does not save people from 
the ancient scourge of war. Our industrial.disputes and 
the pathos of unemployment have taken much from the 
glamour of our industrial accomplishments. If our 
Christian faith is going to continue to advance, it must 
depend more and more upon itself. It must shine forth, 
not as a matter of laboratories and machines, but as a Way 
of Life which uses science and industrial developments of 
all sorts, and indeed, all other available assets of all sorts 
for the glory of God and the enrichment of our common 
life. '

Now, among these assets which are at hand for our 
use, some of the most valuable are findings in regard to the 
psychology of children, principles and methods of teaching, 
and the subject matter which gives the greatest promise of 
effectiveness. The experience and convictions of our home 
churches not only warrant, they require of us that we work 
for the development of men and women who will be able to 
teach our Faith with some little professional ability. The 
work of such teachers is vital to the future of our church 
in China, and so, vital to the future of the boys and girls 
who are growing up around us, and to the nation as a 
whole.

It  is with this conviction that the Extension Work 
Committee of the University has adopted a course of study
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for Christian workers in West China. Examinations will 
be given in each of the subjects as listed below, and 
certificates will be given for the satisfactory completion of 
the work. The committee earnestly bespeaks the coopera­
tion of the leaders, Chinese and foreign, of our church in 
carrying out this programme. This should be considered 
one of the important pieces of work in our five-year 
campaign, and the completion of this course by three 
hundred teachers in West China would make an objective 
worthy of our prayers and of our best efforts.

The course adopted is that of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of China. We are making a few alterations, and 
as new books appear will make more. The committee will 
be very happy to hear comments upon the course.

II. Organization and Require-<"ents.

1. Agencies of Training

Periods of Recitation

3. Textbooks

4. Tests

5 . Credits

The Teacher’s Class in the 
Local Church or Sunday 
School, Institutes and Sum­
mer Schools, conducted by 
the churches or by the 
University.
At least ten periods of not 
less than fifty minutes each 
shall be given to each subject.

Every student studying any 
of the subjects of this course 
shall be required to have a 
textbook.

A  brief written examination, 
or the writing of a paper on 
an assigned subject will be 
required.

The Secretary of the Exten­
sion Work Committee will 
keep a record of students 
taking this course, and will 
issue a small certificate for 
the completion of each unit, 
and a diploma for the com­
pletion of the course.
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6. Training Classes : Every SundayS chool, if
possible, should maintain a 
training class, meeting on 
Sunday or a week day even­
ing, at least twelve weeks 
each year.

7. District Institutes : A  Training Conference or
Institute, offering suhjeets 
of this course should be held 
if possible in each district 
each year.

8. Approved Teachers : Till such time as there are
graduates of this course, we 
will issue no list of approved 
teachers. .Many of our 
church workers are qualified 
to lead in these courses. In 
case some feel they cannot 
do so, they are urged to 
undertake it on the under­
standing with the class that 
it is to be a co-operative 
enterprise.

III .  The Course.

The course consists of twelve subject units of not less 
than ten lessons each. Of these twelve subjects, eight are 
general subjects to be studied by all who take the training 
course ; four are specialization subjects, differing for the 
workers iu different departments.

G e n e r a l  S u b j e c t s .

Of the eight general subjects six are required and two are 
elective.

I. Required Subjects. The six required subjects are as 
follows :
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1. A Study o f  thz Fapil. Aspects of educational 
psychology of special significance for religious education. It 
includes a discussion of original nature and process bv which 
desirable changes may be produced ; of environment and its 
influence upon growth ; of native tendencies such as plav, fear, 
and sex and their place in character building ; of i he laws of 
learning and habit formation; of the place of such factors as 
physical activities; imagination, imitation, appreciations, 
motives, and ideals in the growth and development of Christian 
personality.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

la. Weigle, L.A. The Pupil and the Teaoher. Part I
Translated bv L. Hodous and I.S. Ling. 1923, 

C.S.S.U. $0.16. '

lb .  Spillman, Leavell and Burroughs, The New Convention 
Normal Manual. For Sunday School Workers

Part II, Translated and adopted by Pinestone
S. Hsu, 1923, China Baptist Publication Society, $0.20.

lc .  Hsiao, T.E. Child Psychology 1922 and
1928, 116 p. The Commercial Press, $0.40.

Id. Colvin and Bagley, Human Behavior ■
Translated and adapted by S. C. Liao, 1928 224p. Chung 
Hwa Book Co.. $0.85.

2. The Principles o f  Teaching. This course should treat 
the general and specific aims of religious education ; the laws 
of the learning process; the qualifications and personal 
character of the teacher ; the place of pupil activity in the 
educative process; the planning of lessons; methods and 
techniques of teaching.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

2a. Slattery, Margaret, Talks With the Training Class 
¡$§35)’ Translated by Pinestone Hsu and 1928, 124 

p. China Baptist Publication Society, $0.15.
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2b. Betts,G.H. How To Teach Religion
luted by Z. K. Zia and S. R. Mee with slight adaptation,
1924. 184p. Publication Department of the M: E. Church 
20 cents.

2c. Gregory, J.M. The Seven Laws of Teaching
Translated bv C. C. Yen, 1926 and 1928, 96 p. 

The Commercial Press, $0.35.

2d. Gregory, John M ilton The Seven Laws of Teaching
anslated and adapted bv Pinestone Hsu, 

1928, 116 p. China Baptist Publication Society, $0.15.

2e. Peng, James C. Elements of Religious Pedagogy
1925, iSO p. C.L.S. $0.30. ' '

2f. *Lumb, J.R. May Sunday Teaching ( A book for Beginners 
In Sunday School Work) ), Trans­
lated and Published by Publication Department of the 
M. E. Church, Shanghai. 10 Chapters, 120 p. Mission 
Book Co. 12 cents.

2g. Weigle, L.A. The Pupil and the Teacher
Translated bvL. Hodous and I. S. Lt ig . 1923, Part II 
53p. C.S.S.U. $0.16.

3. The Xew Testai»ent. The course should offer an
outline study, or survey of the Xew Testament, with special
reference to its use in teaching pupils of different ages.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

3a. Goodspeed, E. J. The Story of the New Testament
(Wffflj ''J'ifi.)’ Translated by Y .W .  Jen ,1927. 150p. Nation­
al Christian Literature Association. Mission Book Co. 
$0.40.

3b. Li, Luther C.S. A Student’s General Introduction to New
Testament 1926. 214p. C.L.S. 25 cents.

3c. ■*Hill, W.B. Apostolic Age Translated into
Mandarin by Y .  K. Woo, 1927. 619p. Association P. 
Cloth $1.00. Paper cover $0,80.
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3d. Stout;, Wm. W. An Introduction to the Study of the New 
Testament Epistles 1927.
108p. C.L.S. 20 cents.

4. i'/ie Old Testament. This course should treat of the 
development of the moral and religious ideas and institutions 
of the Old Testament; of the tvpes of Old Testament literature ; 
and of the relative values of Old Testament materials in religious 
education.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

4a. Ridgelv, L.B. An Introduction to the Holy Scriptures.
Yol 1. Old Testament and Apocrypha

1925. Chung Hwa Sheng Rung Hui. ¿¡29p. 4U cents.,

4b. *Hollister, G.W. A New Introduction To The Hexateueh
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Joshua) ( ), Translated by T. C. CheD,
1927, 579p. Mission book Co. $0.60.

4c. *Brown, Daisy D. How The Bible Caipe To Be
AlWliciifcK National Y . W.C. A. Shanghai, 1924 122p. 
English edition, 65 cents. Chinese 45 cents.

4d. Wright, H. K. and Chen G. Y., Old Testament History,
For Middle Schools and Bible Institutes ^'Sift Aft IpiJl) 
1926, 194p. C.L.S. $0.25. ' *

5. The Message and Program of the Christian Religion. 
The religion of Jesus was a Wav of life and belief ; the conception 
of the Kingdom of God and its significance for the whole of 
l i fe— social, political, and religious; the Christian religion in 
relation to other religions; definite and comprehensive objectives 
for the Church’s program.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

5a. Rauschenbusch, Walter, The Social Principles of Jesus
ranslated by C. S. Chiang, 1924,

l l4p .  C.L.fS. $0.35.

5b. Word, H.F. The Revolutionary Nature of Christianity
Translated b y Y .  W. Jen, 1926, 260p. 

N. C. L. A. Mission Book Co. $0.60.
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5c. *Chang, N.C.S. The Revolucionarv Jesus (
( JfciS at *  SB A  a t  ) 1932'ana 1927, 88.p. The
Publication Committee of North China Kung Li Huei, 
Mission Book Co. 10 cents.

5d. Jones, 1£. Stanley, The Christ of the India Ptoad ( m m  
Translated by Z. K. Zia. 19:18. 158p. C. L. S.

20 cents.

5e. *Jen, T .Y .W . Religion And Life com-
‘ pilation of articles by EuckeD, etc. 1 923. 1 3«p. Associa­

tion Press of China, $0.25.

5f. Smith G. B. Social Idealism and the Chancing Theology
ranslated bv Y . W. Jen,

1926. 20_p. .National Christian Literature Association. 
Mission Book Co. 55 cents.

6. 7Vi-e Organization and Administration o f  the Ednca
tional Work o f  the Church. How to organize and administer the 
church as an effective agency religious education ; religious 
education as a means of evangelism; what constitutes a com­
prehensive program for each age group; cooperation of the 
church with the home and with the school.

a p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

6a. The Organization and Administration of the Educational 
Work of the Local Church
^¿j), To be prepared by the Executive Committee of the 
Committee on Religious Education of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in China.

6b. Athearn, W .S . Organization and Administration of the 
Church School f t ) ,  To be
adapted, and published by the Executive Committee.

6c. Spillman, Leavell and Burroughs, The New Convention 
Normal Manual For Sunday School Workers ( ^  H fijfl 

Translated and adapted by Pinestone S. Hsu, 
19.3, Part I, 116p. China Baptist Publication Society, 
$ 0 . 2 0 . ‘

6e. * Webs ter, Jas. Sunday School Normal Class Lectures
10. 49p. China Baptist Publication 

Society, Shanghai. 15 cents.
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6f. *Zia; Z .K . A. Short Studv of Religious Education ( » f t  
Based on Principles of Religious 

Education bv Emme and Stevick and The Project Prin­
ciple in Religious Education bv E. L. Shaver 1928, 277p. 
C.L.S. $0.35. ‘

II .  Elective Subjects. The two elective subjects mav be 
any of the following ; 1. The Life of Christ ; 2. Worship and 
the Training of the Devotional Life ; 3. Dramatization and 
Pageantrv in Religious Education ; 4. The History of the 
Christian Church; 5. The Life on Paul : 6. The Hebrew 
Prophets.

7. The Life o f  Christ.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

7a, Hill, W.B. The Life Of Christ Translated by
and revised bv Y . K. Woo. 1925, 434p. A. P. 55 cents.

7b. Glover, T.R. The Jesus of History ( )
Translated by Evan Morgan. 170p. C.L.S. ’25 cents.

7c. Moffatt, James. Evervmau’s Life of Jesus
Translated by Z .K . Zia, 1928. 186p. iSI.C.L.A. 40 cents.

7d. Papini’s Life of Christ < Translated by A. J.
Garnier, 1929, C.L.S. 80 cents.

8. Worship and the Training o f  the Devotional Life. 
(No approved text.)

R e f e r e n c e  M a t e r i a l ?

8a. Zia, Z .K .A . First Book of Religious Education
WlJJEtjjj}) 1924. Publication Department of the M. F. 
Church. 20 cents. Chapter 7.

8b. Cope, Henry F. Religious Education in the Family
1924. P.D. of M.E. Church lOcents. Chapters

8c. James, Edward, Training in Worship, 1924. English.
C.S.S.U. 30 cents.
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9. Dramatization and Pageantry in Religious Education. 
(No approved text.)

R e f e r e n c e  M a t e r i a l s

9a. Wang Kuo Y uan, Teaching How To Play
ife 19-6. 160p. Commercial Press. 35 cents.

9b. Popular School Plays, published by Christian Litera­
ture Societv. About 20 different kinds in separate 
pamphlets. At 5 to '25 cents each.

9c. Short Plavs and New Inch Of Play, Published by National 
Y . W. C. A. Shanghai (Jgjg

9d. A Book Games for All Occasions (^*
C.A. 60 cents.

10. The History o f  the Christian Church.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

10a. Garnier, A. J. A Short Historv of Christianity
.gtjjpj) 1928. 535p. C.L.S. Soft cover 55 cents Stiff Cover 
65 cents.

11. Life o f  Paul,

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

11a. Smith, David, The New Life and Letters of St. Paul
Adapted and translated by D. Mac- 

Gillivary and Li Yra-tung, 1927. 224p. C.L.S. 45 cents.

12. The Hebrew Prophets.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

12a. Phillips, L.G. The Prophets of Israel
Translated by S. K. Chuang, 1928. 176. C. L. S. 25 cents.

12b. Kirkpatrick, A.F. The Doctrine of the Prophets
" Translated by B. S. Bonsall and C.T. Tung. 

1927, 506p. C.L.S. 80 ceDts.
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S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  S u b j e c t s .

Specialized training is provided for (1) Workers wit!) 
children ; (2) Workers with Young People; (3) Workers with 
Adults; (4) Pastors and Administrative Officers.

I. Specialization. for Workers with Children. The 
subjects are as follows :

13. Child Study. The capacities and normal development 
of children up to twelve vears of a^e. Special attention should 
be given to the elements of religious nurture ; habit formation ; 
the plav interest; moral difficulties; religious attitude and 
activities.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

13a. Baker, Edna Dean, Parenthood and Child Nurture ( ffi/gr 
Translated bv Z .K . Zia, 140 p. 15 cents.

13b. Gaupp.R. Psvchologie des Kindes , Translated
bv Chen Ta Chi, 1927. 214p. Commercial Press. 90 cents.

13c. Seki. Child Study 1926. 355p. Commercial
Press. $1.00.

14. Materials and Method for Work with Children. 
Appropriate method and materials for the religious education 
of children; a comprehensive program for children ; differences 
in method and materials for earlv, middle, and later childhood : 
the choice and use of materials in music, story, prayers, Scripture, 
picture, drama, and manual and service activities.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

14a. Williams, Annie, Primarv Plans and Programs (rjr g  Sji 
Translated bvPinstoneS. Hsu, 1927. 

132p. C .B .P .S .  Shanghai. 15 cents.

14b. * Archibald, G.H., The Junior Department 1917.
50p C. S .S .U .  10 cents.

14c. ^Archibald, G.H. The Primary Department 
1913. 46p. C.S.S.U. 10 cents.
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15. The Organization and Administration o f  Children’* 
Work. How to organize work for children in the local church ; 
equipment of the kindergarten or beginner's department ; 
equipment for primaries and juniors ; grading and promotion 
of pupils ; selecting and trainingchildren’s workers ; cooperation 
with the homes and methods of aiding parents in the moral and 
religions nurture of their children.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

15a. Williams. A. Primary Plans and Programs ( : £
%)■ ' ~

15b. Archibald, G.H. The Primary Department ( ^ ]
,, “ The Junior Department ( * ) •

] G. Children’s Worship. The nature and function of 
worship in the life of children ; the tests of children’s worship ; 
the nature, selection, and use of worship materials; children’s 
music and hymns ; how to develop the spirit and atmosphere of 
worship. (No approved text.)

R e f e k e k c e  M a t e r i a l s  

16. Hummel, Wm. F. Children For Christ > 28p.

16. Br ■avan, F.C. The Children in the Church (JJjf -JdRS)
1920. Chinese and English with music 115p. $1.20. 
K.H.P.H.

16. Ferris, C.S. Worship for Children (|jf 56p.
K.H.P.H. 50 cents.

TI. Specialization fo r  Workers with Young People The 
subjects are as follows ;

] 7. A Study o f  Adolescence. A study of individual bovs 
and girls known to the members of the training class together 
■with textbook study of the interests and capacities of early 
adolescents and older boys and girls : of those elements of 
growth and development that are prominent in these years and 
what they mean for religious education ; the expressions of 
social interests and needs; the development of v. ill and habit 
formation; the problems of sex; the growth of ideals and 
appreciations and evidences of developing Christian personality.
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A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

17a. Tracy, F. Psychology of Adolescence
Jifcii-ir)’ Translated by T ’ang Tzu lung, 1927. 

2 5 yp. Commercial Press. 70 cents.

17b. Developing Personality in Bovs ( i, by
Boorman. Translated by C. S. Miao. Published b\- the 
Christian Literature Society. 10 cents

17c. Group Leaders and Bov Character, (Jg] §§.fy
bv A. J. Gregg, Translated bv Chen Han .Vling. 

jt'ublished bv the Christian Literature Society. 40 cents

17d . The Desired Bible °.v ^I'ss Barbour Pub-
lis:ied by the China Cnristian Education Association.

18. Jfaterials and Methods fo r  Work with Young People. 
The aims of leadership of voung people; the discovery of 
individual needs and interests ; a study of typical life situations 
of young people of different ages and how to deal with them in 
a Christian wav ; the principles of selection and use of 
materials; techniques of teaching; the development of 
initiative and Christian motives for all activity.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

18a. Lea veil and Wiley, The Intermediate Department of the 
Sunday School ( ijr ^  jp  ^  ?/£), Translated by
Pinston Hsu, 19I'd. 19 i". C. B. P. S. paper cover 20 cents, 
cloth cover 35 cents.

19. Organization and Administration o f  Young People's 
Work.. Problems involved in teachers and pupil— officers 
■working together ; form and methods of organization of the 
young people’s department ; worship and service programs and 
their development; physical equipment classification and 
promotion of pupils; measurement of religious growth and 
achievement; the discovery and training of leaders; the planing 
and execution of significant projects.

A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s  

19a. Leavel and Wiley, The Intermediate Department of the
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20. Yot/ng People’s Worship. The nature and place of 
worship in the religious education of voung people; condition­
ing factors of worship such as order, reverence, and physical 
surroundings ; the selection and use of proper worship materials, 
prayers, hymns, art, Scripture, ceremonials and symbolism ; the 
building of worship programs. ( No approved textbooks.)

( W o k s h i p  P r o g r a m s )

20. James, Edward, Program of Worship for Young People 
in Schools 8p. $6 per 100.

20. Services of Worship 1924- ” 8P- National
Y. W. C. A. 15 cents.

20. Adams, Marie Programme For Morning Worship (ipjp|f 
»Hail) l ’J28. 10 1 p. C.L.S. 40 cents.

III .  Specialization for Workers with Adult. The 
subjects are as follows :

21. Study o f  Adult Life. A study of adult religious 
experience; learning ability of adults; conditions of vital 
learning; the place in adult character of habit, emotion, will 
and imagination : adult evangelism and conserving its result : 
the religious training of new converts. ¡No Approved text­
books.)

R e f e r e n c e  M a t e r i a l s

21. Leavell, L.P. The New Convention Normal Manual. Part

22. Materials and Method o f  Work with Adults. The 
aims of adult religious education ; methods and techniques of 
teaching religion to adult men and women ; the scope of the 
curriculum ; the use of the Bible in teaching adults ; the 
program of service; problems of illiteracy and means and 
methods of teaching illiteracy. (No Approved textbooks.)

R e i e u e .n c k  M a t e r i a l s

22. Spillman, Leavell, and Burroughs, The New Convention 
Normal Manual for S. S. Workers. P a r t i  (Bljifjjjjf "$j
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22. Geldart, J.H. Volunteer Work bv Church Members in 
China (A Scud}’ Course with Projects) (
" fu l f i l® ¿ fd ’SSi)’ Translated and abridged b y N . i .  Liu 
and Y. D. Ying, 1925. 95p. A.P. 20 cents,

23. Organization and Administrntion o f  the Adult 
Church. The adult church organized for its education task : 
department and class organization ; officers and their work : 
building and equipment; the discovery and training of 
teachers; developing the full possibilities of the church ; the 
church in its relation of the community. (No Approved text­
books.)

R e f e r e n c e  .Ma t e r i a l s

23. The New Convention Normal Manual. P a r t i  ( ^  H WiWtt
M i ? r )

23. Volunteer W'ork bv Church Members in China

24. Worship and the Religious Life, of Man and Women. 
The nature and purpose of worship; individual and group 
worship: materials of worship; the cultivation of family 
worship and religious home life. (No Approved textbooks.)

R e f e r e n c e  M a t e r i a l s

24. Zia : A. First Book of Religious Education. Chap. 7.mi mm)
24. Cope: Religious Education in the Family. Chap. 11-12.

m m & m w  '

IV . Specialization for Pastors and Administration 
Officers. The subjects are as follows:

25. History o f  Religions Education; or The History of 
the Christian Church, with emphasis on religious education, 
Religious education in the church from the time of Christ to the 
present; a study of developing concepts and changing emphasis; 
of the use of the B ible ; and of the theory and form of the 
curriculum.
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A p p r o v e d  T e x t b o o k s

25a. Chian? Chi, Outlines of History of Education ( ® '3  j§!( ]tf 
5th ed. 1928. Fart I, 244p. Part II, 274p. 

Commerical Press. $1.80.
25b. Williams, J.T. Teaching the Bible— An H istorical Sketch.

( i , * 1918. 31p. China Baptist Publication 
Society. 6 cents.

26. The Curriculum o f  Religious Education . (No 
Approved textbooks.)

R e f e r e n c e  M a t e r i a l s

26. Zia, Z .K . A Short Study of Religious Education i

27. The Use o f  the Bible hi Religious Education. (No
Approved textbooks.)

R e f e r e n c e  >1a t e r i a l s

27. Brown, C.R. Why I Believe in Religion , T rans-
lated by J. W. Nicholsand Hu Ta Ling, 1 9 i , 1 i 2p. Chang
Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Bookroom, 20 M inghong Road, 
Shanghai). 25 cents.

27. Swain, R.L. The Meaning of the Bible i Trans­
lated by Y. K. Woo, 1926. 66p. A . P. 7 cents.

28. Elective Subject.

4. Agencies o f  Training. The Training Class in the local 
church or Sunday school, and the Training Institute or (Train­
ing Conference) are approved as agencies of training.

5. Periods o f  Recitation. At least ten periods of not 
less than fifty minutes each should be provided for the study of 
each subject.

6. Textbooks. Every student studying any of the 
subjects of the Standard Tranining Course should be required 
to posses a textbooks.

7. Test. A test, either a brief written examination, or 
the writing of a paper on an assigned subject, should be required.
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8. Credit. The Secretary of Religious Education in each 
Conference should keep an office record of students studying 
the Standard Training Course. The Conference Board of 
Religious Education should offer recognition by diploma for the 
completion of the course. A certificate should be given for the 
completion of each unit of the course.

9. Training Classes. Every Sunday school, if possible, 
should maintain a training class, meeting on Sunday or a week 
day evening, at least twelve weeks each year.

10. District Institute. A Training Conference or In ­
stitute offering subjects of the Standard Training Course, should 
be held if possible, in each district each rear.

11. Approved Teachers. A list of approved teachers of 
the Standard Training Course should be maintained by each 
Conference Board of Religious Education.

N.B.—*These books should be used in connection with < 
books listed under the same subject.

BOOKS A N D P IC T U R E S  FOR HOME

“ Happv Garden of Children”— The ABC of Child Training^ 
(Djl-Jr^llll) Y .W .C .A . 60 cents.

“ Home Problems”— Essays and Questions on Home Ideals, 
Y .W .C .A . 60 cents.

Cope, Henrv F. Religious Education in the Family,
Trarislatecl by R. L. Lo, 1924. 86p. Publication 

Department of M. E. Church. 10 cents.

Education in Kindergarten Commercial Press.
60 cents.

Shiller, G. Training of Children Commercial
Press. 30 cents
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Practical Series: Child Train
C. P. 40 cents.

Sneath and Hodges, Moral Training in the School and Home 
( ) Kwang Hsueh Publishing Houte.
3o cents.

Chen Ho Ch’in, Home Education ) (| ^ ® ) C. P.
80 cents.

Ferris. C. S. Worship For Children (Songs and Music) 
K . H . P . H .  50 cents.

A Book of Games for all Oocasions Y . W.
C. A. 60 cents.

“ Baby Record Book” (§| Jg, #  ' Y . W . C A .  60 cents.
“ My Picture Book' iSSjSllr' C.L. S. 40 cents.
“ Jesus, My Saviour” (A  picture book) C. L. S.

50 cents.

PicTfRES : (PuMished by C. L. S.)
Christ Blessing Little Children of the World, by Harold 

Copping. 10 cents.
The Lost Lamb (Colored) 10 cents. *
Christ in Gethsemane 10 cents.

“ The Happy Child’ i Bible” j p g i l l ? )  E. C. S. 40 cents.

Children’s Bible (In preparation. Foochow colloquial )
mm)

Happv Childhood Magazine (jpgijffc) C. L. S. 50 cents per 
year.

Pravers for Little Children, C -L. S. 15 cents.

N.B.— Bibliography of reference materials for teachers, 
studying the standard Training Course, literature for children 
and young people, S. S. lessons, suggested textbooks for Sunday 
Schools, Primary and Middle Schools, etc. is printed in a 
special bulletin in Chinese, Compiled bv S. S. Ding. (z[r j-j

This bulletin many be procured bv addressing S. S. Ding. 
Tiang Puo Tau, Foochow or the Mission Book Co.. 13 North 
Szeohuen Road, Shanghai.
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W H E R E  L)OE3 O U R  C H R IS T IA N  C H U R C H  

STAN D  T O D A Y ?

S. H. F o n g

Not a few of us, after studying the present condition of 
Christian churches, have come to the conclusion that, with a 
few exceptions, the spiritual life among the churches has sunk 
to a very low level. In some places, as the condition indicates, 
we even doubt whether tnere are any churches at all. One 
wonders whether the remark made hv some foreign writers 
about the shallowness of religious life in China is not a fact. 
Yet in Buddhism we see quite a different picture. In the lav 
Buddhist movement there is certainly a great spiritual power 
working. Many people with supreme personalities have joined 
the movement. No doubt, there are still many others who have 
suffered so much from the present social and political chaos that 
they are also longing for something to guide them and to satisfy 
the deep craving of their souls. What has the Christian Church 
to offer to them ? Will they eventually come to us for sal va- 
tion ? Upon self-examination, we see in many of our churches 
no sign or spiritual progress, revival or uplift. Evangelism 
becomes almost a dead matter. As a result, of the anti-Chris­
tian movement, many of our schools have given up nearly all 
religious work. The leaders of the Church are also cautious as 
to any religious program to be pushed. In not a few places, 
men with unbalanced ideas come in and hold important posi­
tions. New organizations have been created. Yet taking the 
church work as a whole, there has been a decided decrease in 
the number of church members during the last few years. Con­
sider how much money is spent for Christian work everv 
year ! Consider also the number of church members dropping 
out and new members joining. The proportion cannot but be 
most depressing. At the same time, it. must be said that 
Buddhism under several able leaders— like Ta Hsu ^  and Ou 
Yang Chin Wu is making headway in its, new
movement. One is grieved to say that such spiritual life as is 
manisfested in Buddhism can hardly be seen in many of our 
churches of today.
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It  must be remembered that Christianity enjoyed quite 
favourable reception during the Tang Dynastv after its first 
introduction into China. I mean the Nestorrans. “ The doc­
trine was preached in manr places” . “ Churches were built in 
more than one hundred cities.” But rheir work was not a, 
success. After a short time it died out airnost completely. It 
is a tragedy in the history of religion that such splendid work 
left almost nothing at all in the memorv of the people. It was 
only through the discovery of the Nestorian Monument in Si-an 
and of the books in Dens-huang caves that the world began to 
know something of their work.

Yet during the same period of the Tang Dvnastv, Buddhism 
made wonderful progress. To be sure, it also suffered persecu­
tions later as Christianity did, but it survived. Its influence 
entered into our literature, social customs and every other phase 
of our life. As western civilization is closely related to Chris­
tianity, so is our civilization to Buddhism. It has already 
attained a permanent place in the mind of our people.

Just think bow man t great characters Buddhism produced 
in China ! One who stands foremost in mind is Hsiian Chuang 

of the Tang Dynasty. Every Chinese boy or girl knows 
him through the popular novel Hsi U Chi 1̂ e Chinese
“ Pilgrim’s Progress” . He entered into the Buduhist monastery 
at Lo-Y ang at the age of thirteen. He was so earnest in study­
ing Buddhist scriptures that be went to almost every famous 
teacher in different places for enlightenment. (Chengtu was 
visited by him and his brother who both staved here for some 
time). After consulting various teachers about the doctrine, 
he still felt unsatisfied with some difficult problems. He decided 
that he should go to the West (India) to study and to search 
for more books. He left China at the age of twenty-six and 
spent seventeen years abroad. It is an inspiration to read his 
biography. The part dealing with his travels on the desert is 
most stimulating and can be recognized as one of the best pieces 
of literature on religious experiences ever produced in China. 
He met many difficulties and dangers on his way, yet he kept 
on faithfully and courageously, relying absolutely on a supreme 
being for his protection and guidance. He brought back to 
China about 657 volumes of Buddhist scriptures and translated 
a big number of them himself.

Another monk that I have in mind is Po San [Jj, a native 
of this province. At the end of the Ming Dynasty, a great 
tragedy happened in Szechwan. Chand Hsian Chung 
led a number of robbers and killed the people of every city
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which he occupied. It is said that when one of his generals 
reached the place where the monk lived, he intended to
do the same thing. The monk went to him and protested for 
the life of the people of this city. He, probably, in a joke, 
said to the monk “ If you can eat meat. I will save the life of 
the people of this city.” To his surprise, the monk agreed and 
ate the meat in his presence. So the people there were saved.

Po San was in contact with several Buddhist teachers of 
his period. He himself became a leader of the Ch’an-chung 

in Szechwan. He was also a poet and caligraphist.
There are many other monks whose character cannot but 

call for admiration and respect. It is their character that 
wins the mind and the heart of the people. As the truth enters 
into the life of the people, it begins to express itself in literature. 
So the Buddhist literature was developed.

It is interesting to see that during the latter part of the 
M ing Dvnastv and the beginning of the Chin Dynasty there 
were several iavous Christian scholars whose names are still 
well known. Tt is said that, in Wu Yu San’s works M i l l )  
there were a number of hymns written bv himself, but they 
were not preserved in an edition published in a collection of 
books called Hsiao Sze San Fang Tsung Su 
the period of Tung-Tsi M  in made by another scholar who, 
apparently, was not in sympathy with Christianity. Li Tsi 
Tsou, another Christian scholar, wrote on Astronomy,
Mathematics, and also the teaching of Christ and published them 
in two parts, but the first) part dealing with the Christian 
doctrines was omitted in later editions.

It must be pointed out that Christianity has a much shorter 
history in China than Buddhism even if we include Catholicism 
and Nestorianism. It takes time for any religion to instil its 
spiritual elements into the life of the people and make them the 
permanent parts of their civilization, but it is essential for us, 
who are messengers of the Truth, to consider our position in the 
light of past history. We hear so much nowadvs about the 
importance of the indigenous church, Christian literature and 
what not. Have we found the root of the trouble ? It is true 
that our Church, in many wavs, lacks adaptability. There is 
too much foreign influence and too little has been done to make 
the Truth suitable to Chinese thinking and appreciation. Here 
we still have a fine field for fresh endeavour. But it is also true, 
as was pointed out by some, that the Church has already suffered 
much from giving too much attention to organization. Any 
thing external cannot be our ultimate salvation. We have been



handicapped too often bv organization that we cannot find 
sufficient t im efor  the cultivation o f the souls as well others.

Christianity has a great Truth to give to China. 
Metaphysically Buddhism may be superior, but it is the religion 
o f life— a living message— that we need most. This nation is go ­
ing through a transitional period. The old ethical standard has 
been almost completely overthrown (except perhaps in rural 
districts, and the new ethical standard has not yet been 
established. For the re making of the life of the nation, is 
there an-v time more opportune than this? Have we anv men 
who would dare to risk all for a great cause? Can we present 
our message in such a wav as will appeal to the suffering spirit 
of the people ? How many of us have the character like these 
famous monks that would be an inspiration to those who come 
in contact with us ? These, qustions all centre in one point, 
namely, the spiritual life. Can our church live without this 
fundamental character, the spiritual life ? Here is ourproblem. 
the problem of problems.
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B IR D  NOTES.

In this province of Four Rivers, innumerable irrigation 
streams, and still more innumerable paddy fields, it is only 
natural that the avifauna should include a num her of water 
birds. During the summer, while so much of the country-side 
is flooded, we are visited by a number of kinds of herons, cranes, 
and storks. (Some of these’ stay through the winter in sections 
where there are fields left under water.) During the winter, 
especial! v the months of January, February, - and March, while 
the water in our irrigation streamsisat its lowest, water birds 
of several kinds collect along our stream-beds enjoying the 
animal life which is to be found in the slime and mud left by 
the receding waters.

The Little Blue Kingfisher needs no introduction. ( See 
the splendid picture of him in Shanghai Birds, Plate X V I . )  
There is no mistaking his identity as he flashes by. just over the 
surface of rice-field or stream, or as he sits humped up on some
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rock at the side of a stream waiting for a. fish to show itself. 
A t  times he adopts a verv interesting fishing process. Flying 
up from his perch to a point in mid-air from eight or ten to 
twenty feet above the water, he there poises for a perceptible 
length of time, wings moving so rapidlv that one can hardly see 
them. Then suddenly he drops almost, if not quite, prependi- 
cularlv onto his prev. This purpose accomplished, lie returns to 
his perch, gulps and gulps in rather ludicrous fashion, and then 
waits for another unsuspecting fish to come along. This bird 
is one of our more common residents, and is one that is fre­
quently met with in any over-land trip.

Water Wagtails in China are almost legion, and during 
these first three months of the year a number of kinds visit us 
here in Chengtu. Most of them are black, white, and grev in 
co lor ;  others grey and yellow. They are allslender birds from 
seven to eight inches long, and as they bob along by the river­
side, or on dvkes between fields, or along our ridge-poles, the 
tails are continually wagging up and down, as the name suggests. 
The most common variety here in Chengtu, and the only one 
which is resident, staying with us right through the summer, 
though in diminished numbers, is the Black-backed Water 
Wagtail. The color of the mantle in this variety changes from 
grev to black as the bird matures. The chief mark which 
distinguishes it from the other black and white wagtails is 
the black moustache, which comes right up the gape. This little 
bird, although so common with us, is not found east of the Red 
Basin of Szechwan. It is futile to look for it in the books 
which list only the birds of East China.

The Grev Wagtail is also quite comon while it is here, but 
it leaves us earlv in May to be gone until September. On our 
trip to Hanchong we found it in its summer haunts along the 
mountain streams on the northern border of the province. 
This bird is a uniform grey over head and back, with white 
superciliary line which is quite distinct. Under parts are 
vellow, darkest under the rump. During the winter the yellow 
wash over breastand abdomen is verv pale. In mating plumage 
the male develops a black throat, but I have seen this only a 
verv few times, just before the bird leaves us for the summer. 
This species is generally distributed over Europe, as well as 
central and northern Asia, and we find Anne Douglas Sedgwick 
writing of it as follows :

“ Grev water wagtails were abundant in the small F rench 
watering-place where, during the war, we worked iD a hospital. 
Daffodil yellow bsneath, and two shades of yellow,— as the
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daffodil has two shades— soft grey above, they tilted and waded 
in the shallow brooks that ran on either side of the street, or 
exquisitely displayed their black and white pinions as thev 
fluttered and turned in the air above the mill-stream. More 
than any other bird thev are like beautiful ba'ilet dancers, 
elongated, elegant, the tilt of the long tail not at all uniike the 
absurd yet charming swaying of the dancer’s tulle skirt as she 
runs across the stage.”

All of the wagtails, especially the black and white ones, 
seem fond of performing a sort of ballet dance in mid air, 
standing (figuratively) on their tails, and prancing around in 
most ludicrous fashion. I suppose this is a pat of the courting 
process. Certainly any female bird ought to be duly 
impressed !

Another or our winter birds is the Plumbeous Water Red-, 
start. It is plumper and shorter than the wagtails, being onlv 
about five and one half inches long. .Male and female are so 
differently marked that on first acquaintance one supposes that 
they are two different kinds of birds. The male is a general 
blue-grey in color, with a red tail, while the female is more of 
a dull grev, and has no red at all, but an inverted white V on 
the tail pointing toward the head. Both male and female have 
the habit of opening and shutting the tail like a fan, and flirting 
it up and down. In flying, this bird can, like the swallow, or 
Little Blue Kingfisher, skim along so close to the surface o f the 
water that one wonders how his wings have room for action. 
He has a shrill call, which can be kept upquite continuously 011 
occasion. These birds appear not to stay mated through the 
winter, for I have only very occasionally seen the male bird 
here, though the female is quite common with us.

Another bird which I cannot refrain from mentioning, 
although it hardlv belongs in a Chengtu list, as I have seen it 
here but once, is the White-capped Water Redstart. He is 
likely to be met with on any river journey, or even on an over­
land trip when the road leads along bv watercourses, and is so 
striking that he is sure to attract attention. He is quite a little 
larger than the previous variety, and has a handsome coat of 
black, white, and red. The crown is white ; upper back, throat, 
and breast black; and rump, lower abdomen, and most of tail 
red. A broad band at the end of the tail is black again. This 
bird, like the previous one, especially enjoys swift water, and is 
often found perched on a stone right in the midst of a rapid.

These are only a few of our commonest water birds, but 
thev will serve as an introduction. Watch for these and you



30 T H E  WE ST  C H IN A  M IS SIO N AR Y  N E W S

will see others, a varied and interesting group. Do not feel 
that our landscape is disfigured when our streams are so low 
that all the the mud and slime in the stream beds appears, but 
look for the excra beautv and interest which this state of 
affairs brings to us.

December 1930.

J a n e  B. Dye.

F IE L D  GLEAN INGS

Fowchoiv,

Dr. J. C. Ross and his bride arrived on the 11th inst. 
They are both new missionaries and come from Canada. They 
are appointed to Fowcbow for permanent work. Dr. Ross 
served overseas during the Great war. A f t e r  graduation he 
spent two or three vears in hospital work in Canada and for the 
last three years has been in private practice there. The day 
after their arrival a welcome was given them by our Chinese 
church friends. The church was full to capacity and the warm 
words of welcome spoken made Dr. and Mrs. Ross feel that they 
were already among friends. There is no doubt as to whether 
the Chinese want missionary fellow-workers here.

My wife and I returned from furlough this autumn, arriv­
ing here the 16th of October. We are stationed here only till 
next Council meeting when our permanent appointment will be 
made. As this was our home for seven years we feel that we 
are among friends too. We are both well and are looking 
forward to the best term we have yet had in China.

E. W e s l e y  M o r g a n

Mienchow.

Judging bv the broken-up appearance of street after street 
of houses one would imagine that Mienchow had been visited by 
an earthquake. No doubt the widening of streets does mean an
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upheaval in the lives of many. We know of some who will lose 
their places of busir.ess and receive no compensation whatever.

The people a re very friendlv towaids us at present. My 
wife often takes baby out in the pram andsbe isalwavs met with 
smiles and kindly enquiries. One has heard it paid on more than 
one occasion that the reason for these morning walks is to take 
•'the snow-white babv” to the river for a bath. More 
rumours !

An occasional game of ‘ ‘ football” with oflicers and soldiers 
has done much to establish good feeling, and it has now been 
possible to start a combined club and religious meeting for 
officers on Tuesday evenings. We are glad of the help Wu Full 
Kuan Chang, originally of the C.T.M. School. 1’aoning, is able 
to afford.

A  Mens’ Club on Thursday evenings is proving verv useful. 
It is most refreshing to see some of these “ dour Scots” break 
out into hearty laughter as some amusing game is played. 
Afterwards we sing choruses and a suitable message is given, 
and then we disperse like a happy family, glad that a few 
outsiders have joined us and gained a good impression of the 
jovousness of our faith.

The open-air services held on Sundays and Thursdays never 
fail to attract large numbers and we invariably get a good 
hearing. From the propaganda point of view this is excellent 
work, but we believe that it achieves more than that, because 
of the Divine Promises.

The encouraging of Christians to hold family worship is 
also attract a good deal of our attention. Every week, Messrs. 
Keo, Wu and I, and Miss Wells, my wife and some of the women 
of the Bible School, visit Christian homes and help them in this 
respect. Onlv recently, Miss Wells was greatly encouraged 
when on such a visit, by meeting two old ladies who seemed to 
grasp the message immediately and are now keen enquirers.

In school we are busv preparing for the forth coming 
Exhibition which is to be held at Mienchow. Over a hundred 
Primary Schools are to take part in a display of handywork 
and drill, and enter competitive examinations in certain 
subjects. As our school will be the only Christian one that 
enters, we are naturally very keen that it should shine on this 
occasion. Mr. Wu on the boys’ side and Miss Belcher on the 
girls’, are working hard to attain a high standard of efficiency 
among the children.

H.A.M.
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A R E  Y O U R  C H IN E SE  MEALS A SU C CE SS? 
T R Y  T H E SE  P O R K  BALLS.

SS &) + m —  'h  f
&  m  +  -  m *  5 'P It
a — Jc  M M /]> a m -  ìe
Ö B. itì — D3 m  v& -  &
m - % m m * &
m -  *  fii m m m r. nk

a m  -  /h m m -  >i-

Chop or grind pork. Cut water chestnuts (or substitute) 
in small pieces and add to the meat together with three fourths 
of the tou fan. Mix the remainder of the tou fan with a little 
water, add pei tou yu, vinegar, wine, sugar, salt, and water.

Heat the chin yu very hot, drop in the meat mixture from 
a spoon, and when it is almost done, remove the meat balls 
and most of the chin vu. Then put into your pan the cabbage, 
er dze, onion and flavors. Stir and heat thoroughly. Lastly 
add ginger and return meat to the mixture for a final heating.
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F OWCHOW

We are told that it is Dot well to revisit an old home 
place, that it is sure to dull the picture and send one awav 
disappointed. 1 have just met an exception. M y wife and I 
came to Fowchow first fifteen Years ago and for seven Years 
tuaue our home here. We came back three weeks ago and have 
been searching out old haunts of friendship and noting changes. 
Changes certainlv there are, in missionary staff, in church 
membership, and more conspicuous still iu churh leadership 
and wo rk.  But the changes have neither dulled my picture 
nor disappointed me.

I w'ish our church friends at home could have looked in 
and listened in at Mrs. McAmmond’s birthday partv last even­
ing. As she is a woman I, of course, did not dare ask horo 
many. But it is an opeu secret that Mr. McAmmond has just 
completed his sixtieth year, a year of great honor in China, 
and to be appropriately celebrated by friends. For more than 
a year the church friends had the coming event in mind, and 
on Wednesday afternoon, November 6th, the church was full 
to capacity to do honor to the occasion.

i  suppose Mr. and Mrs. McAmmond during these many 
years of service in China have known davs of discouragement. 
I know' they have. But that gathering ought to have made them 
forget those grey days. The story of their work, carried on 
with a tireless devotion that could not escape notice, was 
related in simple words by those appointed to do so. There 
was no effort to overstate or overpraise, But one sitting at 
the back of the church could not but feel that the words o f 
appreciation spoken were warm with heartfelt gratitude. 
Decorating the wall behind the platform were several pieces 
of exquisite embroidery, some of which came from the Province 
of Hunan where the best embroidery in China is done. These 
beautiful gifts only emphasized the warm words of appreciation 
spoken. Mr. and Mrs. McAmmond replied in feeling words, 
drawing a picture of the Chinese church as thev first saw it 
in contrast to what it is now'.

And this brings me back to Mrs. McAmmond’s party. I 
call it hers because it took place on her birthday. In reality 
it was related to the celebration just mentioned, and was the 
first stage of the return meal Mr. McAmmond was giving to 
his many friends. Thev have an old custom here in Fowchow 
relating to birthday celebrations as follows: The evening 
before the birthday friends gather at the home of the honored
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person as a sort of surprise party. Thev are suppo&td to come 
uninvited but the host is supposed to have plenty ready for 
them to eat. Thev call it a, poor mien meed— a meal of 
vermicelli. It is the first course of the royal tueal that is to 
follow the next day and to which all who have given presents 
are invited.

To this first course meal the friends came in the late 
afternoon. They wandered about looking at the flowers, or 
stood in groups here and there chatting in the most friendly 
manner, Without doubt they seemed to feel at home. At 
dusk we sat down to the meal, the women folk in the house, 
the men out on the verandah seated about three square tables.

At the table where I sat there were eight. ‘ -No high no 
low  seats” I heard the host call out as he invited us to sit down. 
When seated I looked round the table. Starting from my left 
we were as follows: Our Chinese doctor, the church gateman, 
a Chinese druggist, a carpenter, our Chinese pastor, a cook, 
Mr. McAmmond and myself. We ate and chatted, and cook 
and carpenter had his say. On either side were the other 
tables and the women at the tables inside. As the darkness 
fell and the candles flickered I felt a quiet come over me. 
“ This is the wav they broke bread together in the first days 
of the Church” kept running through my mind — yes it must 
have been like this, a simple meal and a sincere fellowship.

But there was to be more than mien meal. The meal over 
we were invited inside where we all ate oranges, moving about 
and chatting at will. 1 sat down with a group in Mr. 
McAmmond s study. They talked politics. Clearly the 
Christian religion had not robbed them of keen interest in 
their native land and its welfare.

Soon chairs were arranged in the dining room and sitting 
room— both rooms thrown into one— and Pastor Din called the 
friends to order, for there was to be a religious meeting. It 
was the regular night for the Leaders’ weekly prayer service, 
and all the guests were to share the meeting. There were 
about fifty in all, men and women, in age from twenty to sixty. 
Pastor Din is none the worse for the experience he and Mr. 
Bridgman had with the bandits last spring. He is much 
stouter than he was when I knew him eight- years ago. As I 
listened to him lead the meeting I  felt that he had grown in 
depth of spiritual experience too.

After a hvmn was sung Mr. Din called on Miss Shiao, 
one of the teachers in the W.M.S. Boarding school, to take 
the subject for the evening. She related in simple words the 
story of the demoniac healed by Jesus and spoke on the value
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of human life. Then the pastor calied for a, season of prayer. 
It was here mv heart became verv tender. Some half dozen 
praved. Their language was simple and fervid and their 
petitions direct. They prayed for their native land that peace 
might soon come, for their national leaders that they might 
be Jed to see the value of the Christian message in saving their 
land, for themselves that they might be true to Christ in their 
lives and work and ever keep befoie them the advancement of 
His Kingdom. They prayed for Mr. and Mrs. McAmmond 
that many more years with added strength might be granted 
them for still further service among them, and for Dr. Ross 
the new missionary doctor, and his wife, who are expected in 
a few days, that they might he brought to them in safety and 
be made a blessing among them.

Before closing the meeting plans were made for a Recep­
tion for Dr. and Mrs. Ross and ourselves. And, bv the ■wav, the 
Reception is to take place on Dr. Sun Yet Sen’s birthday. It 
is to be a national commemoration service and a reception to 
missionary friends all in one. The Chinese church members 
evidently fear no danger to the principles of their late great 
leader from the Christian missionaries.

I went home from the meeting -with a sense of uplift. ] 
had seen no East and West there, but one family sharing in a 
common fellowship and working for a common good. That 
the Chinese were taking the lead, that thev had a sense of 
proprietorship in the church not known fifteen nor even eight 
years ago was evident, as was also the growing sense of a 
corporate body and the feeling of be-longingto this body. This 
I felt w'as as it should be. There is a real church here with a 
living experience of faith and love— a real church with life in 
itself.

But we must not think that the task our church has un­
dertaken here is completed. Far from it. Only the first stage 
has been made. Our Chinese friends know this -well. They 
know their lack of experience, and their small membership. 
And thev know the unnumbered messes to be reached, and the 
difficulties under -which they must work. They know all this 
well, and thev not only welcome but deeply desire help from 
the Mother Church. We must stand by our young church here 
in West China in these days of her heroic endeavor.

I am greatly encouraged by what I have seen here of the 
church and its work after what it has come through the past 
tw’O or three years.

E .  W .  M o k g a k



C h e n g t d  C i t y  N e w s .

We are glad to welcome back to Chengtu, Dr. ct Mrs. J. 
E. Thompson, Dr. i  Mrs. T. E. Wilford and 'family, Drs. E. 
R. & G. S. Cunningham. Mr. ci* Mrs. Orlando Jolliffe, and 
family, Mr. ifc Mrs. Gerald Bell and family, Mias Jean Neave 
and Miss Ward (W.M.S.)

Dr. Ed. Cunningham left Chengtu Dec. 15th for Sailing, 
where he expects ta meet Dr. Liljestrand and help him bring 
up freight.

We have enjoyed Mr. T. Cook’s cheery presence in our 
midst. Mr. Cook’s visit to Chengtu is mainly for dental at­
tention.

Mr. Hugh Taylor is back in the city for a call on the 
doctors. We are indeed sorry to learn that Mr. Taylor is 
having so much trouble with defective hearing.

Mr. Openshaw hopes to be back in Chengtu before 
Christmas. His work has been delayed owing to his illness 
while in Suifu. We are glad to learn he is quite well again.

Mr. Franck recently paid a visit to friends in Sintu, 
Hankow and Mienchuh.
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W H O COULD IT H A V E  B E E N ?

An absent-minded missionary who had attended a meeting 
the night before, received the following note :—

“ Will Mr. . . . please send round and fetch his
hurricane lantern which he left behind last night, and return 
the parrot and cage which he took by mistake.

For Sale : Giles’ Dictionary in one volume. Reasonable offer
considered. Index separate. Apply China Inland Mis­
sion, Chengtu.


