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AMNOUNCERj In several Iowa co'nntr.les men whose great grandfathers were

sawyers and lumber-nen are back at the old trade again, Eirt

this time lowa®s woodlands are not being out out for steamboat

firewood and industrial construction; they® re providing

needed lumber for alrc.raft, boats and guns; and sawdust, by

the carloads
; for convei'^sion into explosives* And in one

other very important respect today's picture of timber

production in Iowa should differ from that of a century ago,.

Then, there was little o.r no thought for the future* The

cutting of Iowa®s rich, top-^grade virgin timber stands was

carried on recklessly in a truly high, wide and handsome way*

Today, however, there seems to be some appreciation of tha

future and of the value of good forest practices* It is

reported tha.t a lot of lox^a farmers are seeing to it that

their timber is cut right; that their woodlands %fill never agai-

be recklessly destroyed* They* re keeping a close, protective

watch on the small trees, .. .they realize, even as thej’’ pi’oviclc;-

mature timber for the war market, that those small trees thei”®'?

not cutting today may help to stabilize the rural economy of

Iowa in the post-war period still to come* So, to you farm

woodsmen of Iowa, Uncle Sam's Forest Hangers say ^G-ood worlc'^^

Now to the Pine Cons National Forest where, as you know, Hanger

Jim Robbins and his assistant, Jerry t4.uick, often find

themselves confronted with the forestry problems of their local

farmers and neighbors* W®llg we Join ova^ two friends at t-h®

Hanger Station this morning Just as the (FADE) telephone start a

to ring* . * , ,

„
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PADE IN PHONE RINGIDG, REPEAT

JERJ^Y;

JIM:

TOM;

JIM;

Want me to get it, Jim?

No, talts it, Jarry. (RECEIVER OFF) Hello. .Ranger

Station, Jim Robbins talking.

(FILTER) Robbins, this ia Tom Mason talking.

(CORDIALLY) Hello, Tom, how are you? And what*s the idea cT

bein^ so formal?

TOM:

JIM;

TOM;

JIM;

TOM:

JIM:

TOM;

JIM;

(FILTER) Ne^^er mind tha/c. .. .Robbins ,
I‘ffi calling for all of

us folks down here in the Cieawater section.

Yeah? (SOTTO) Jerry, grab that extension phone » (STMIGi-HT)

Go ahead, Tom. I*in listening.

(FILTER“BITTERLY) W© just want you to know that we^ra

doggonned digiappclnted sind hurt about this thing you fellers

cooked up. And. .

•

Hey, wait a minute, Tom'. What* re you talking about?

(FILTER) I cion t have to tell :v^ou . Just get this, Robbins.

You fellers don^t have to worry about ua getting out wood

for war. And you can lay off that business of ue not being

patriotic too, see?

Now look here, Tom. 1 don®t know what you® re talking about.

(FILTER) VJe^il cut our woods, donH worry about that. Wq*ii

cut ®em all right, every blamed stick of wood on our places.

And we can do It without any help from you.

Tom, you’re crazy, or else I am. I can®t make head or tail

outa vjhat yoii’re saying.
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TOM: (FILTER) I guess -^e^r© the cra^-y one;? all right. For

listening to you all these years about cutting our timber

proper and Br-Ylng the young stuff, and all that. WqHj,

don’t worry. We’n go along with this bird,

JIM; VJho you tallying about t What bird?
,

TOM; (FILTER) Just you stay away from this end of th© coixuty,

that’s all. And t/iat goes for your pal, Devonshire, too.

(HANOS UP)

JIM; Key Tom. .. .Hello, Hello. TomJ

JER’^Y; He hung up, Jim.

RECEIVER DOWN

JIM ; Y@ahe

JISRY; VJhat do you nsak© of it, Jim? VJhat th© dickens was he talking

about?

JIM: I don*t know, Jerry, X don*t know. I haven® t had a call like

that since back in the days when the cattlemen and sheepmen

were fightin* tor the range and they used to threaten to shcot

my head off if X showed up at their camps.

JERRY: Look, that business about cutting every blamed stick of timber

in their ’^oods. That^s doggoiined serious, Jim.

JIM; Yeah, and about their not being patriotic. Why, all those fol.

down there in the south end of th© county have been putting

©very last inch cf their effort into this war.

thing doesn’t make sens©.

The whol©
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9 JERRY:

14, JIM:

JERRY:
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17. JIM:
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20,
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24,

25,

What was it he said about Harry Devonshire? Why should these

Clearwater people ba mad at their county editor?

Or at you either for that matter?

I^ve been wonder'i;ag about that, Jerry* Some tiling mustH*^©

happened doi?m there In Ciearviater, that they® re got Harry and

me nulxed up with*

V/hat*re you going to do about it, Jim? Tom Masors said h©

was spealsing for everybody down there x€ien he told you to stay

away* It®d be foolish to buck the whole community, wouidn®t

it?

Just the same, we gotta go down there and find out xfhat it®s

all about*

Bight now?

Right nexfc

But we* T9 got that timber marking Job lined up for this

morning, Jim* 'W© don t want those woodsmen to run out of work*

It woa*t talte us long to run dox^n to Clearwater, and I*m

thinking it*d be bstter for a erev? of woodsmen to run out cf wori

a little while than for some fine x/oods to be destroyed so that

there'll be no timber for ^ lot of wor^. In years to com©* tei

thathg what Mason ^ figurin' on, I gathered*
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4 ,

5 »

6.

lo

6.

9.

FOOTSTEPS OFF

JERRY? Somebody’s coming, Jim,

JIM? No time for any visitors now. The sooner we get the

straight of things in Clearwater, the better,

JERRY? No, look. It’s Harry Devonshire <,

DOOR OPENS, BANGS SHUT

JIM?

HARRY?

JERRY?

Harry ^ I’m glad to see you, man,’

(DESPONDENT) Hello, Jim, Hello, Jerry,

Boy, if I ever saw a storm cloud on a man’s face, you’re

10, it, Harry,

11. HARRY: How would you feel if you were a newspaper editor and abou

12, twenty folks called you, one right after another, and

i3o said they were cancelling their subscriptions?

l4. JERRY ? HuJi? Did they say why?

15<.
HAFiRY ? No, they didn’t. The phone was still ringing when I

l6o got out of the office - and it may be ringing right

17 o
now for all I know.

IS, JIM? Who were some of the folks who pulled out on you, Harry?

19o
HARRY? Bob Hitchcockj Tom Masons Steve Boyd and ,,, oh^ a lot

20, more. The funny thing about it, Jim, la that all of

21 *
’em were old stand-bys of the paper down in the Clearwater

22o
section of Pine Cone County,

o
CVi

JIM? Yeah, so I notice*

24,

25 c

•
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3 .
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e.
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s.

10 ,

XI.

12 .

13 .

14 .

HARRIS

JIM!

HARRY:

JERRY:

I’m planning to ^‘‘un down there and talk to those folks
j,

faoe to face, but I dropped In here first to see if you

could account for ’em suddenly turning against me and the

paper* What’s going on in Clearwater, Jim?

I don’t kncWj yet, Harry, but we’re going down there

right now and find out* You see, I’m mixed up in this

some way too*

What ’ 8 that?

Yeaho Tom Mason Just finished telling Jim over the

phone to stay away from Clearwater, Just before you got

here, Harry*

HARRY: Then what are we waiting for? (FADS) Let’s get going*

PAUSE:

FADS m SOUND OF FOOTSTEPS

15 , HAE.RY:

19 .

20. HARRY:

Are we going in the right direction, Jim?

Mrso Mason said Tom was off this way cutting timber In

the woods* We ought to be hearing his axe pretty quick*

Mrs* Mason wasn’t very cordial, was she? Almost didn’t

want to tell us where her husband wee*

Yeah* Thera’s scraethlng mighty strange here all right.

21, SOUND OF AXE OFF, GRADUALLY BRING ON

22 .

23 .

24,

I

I

£6

JIM: I can hear Tom’s axe now* He’s working over there to the

righto
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Do you think he “11 talk to you., Jim?

I Can’t saYs Harry, Ke was oretty mad on the phone.

But I guess the best thing for us to do is make out like

nothing’s wrong at all.

There he is, over there, Jim, He sees us coming.

And going right on working like he didn’t see uBj, huh?

Jim, I’m not so sure I can stay cool and calm for very

long. When I think about all those subscriptions

cancelled, I get hot all over..

Well, maybe you better just let me start things going

then, , 0 , (CAI4LS) Eello there, Tom,

Cuttin’ firewood, Tom? No, I guess that’s too good

a tree for firewood, ain’t it? Must be for lumbero

(BETWEEN CHOPS) I thought I told you fellers us Clearwater

folks didn’t hanker for your company any more,

'^oeh, I hate to see a man cut a small tree like you’re

doin’, Tom, It’s too good for firewood, all right, but it

too small to be worth much as lumber yet. You can take

my word for that, Tom,

(THRU AXE THUDS) We’re not taking your word for anything,

H-obblns, thank you. Hot any more, we ain’t. Besides,

I reckon I know what I’m doing.
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2. JIM?
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AXE THUD STOP

6. tom?
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16,
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24.

25.

Jim, this Isn’t getting us anyo <, «. o

Hold it^ Ha:.'’ryo Lis ten ^ ToiUo I know you’ve got something

against me and Harry here* And maybe it’s Justified^

I’d sure appreciate it though if you told me one thlngc

What’s that'?

That tree you’re cutting down^ there^ l^at’s it going

to be used for?

Hovr would I know? Anyhow, I reckon, puny as it is, I’ll

get more for it cutting it myself than havin’ the government

take It over at their price

,

Huh? Did you, did you say something about the

government aiming to take over your timber?

That’s what he said all right, Jim, Where In the world

would he get such a cock-eyed notion as that?

Novj wait a minute. What ’re you fellers trying to pull

off here? Why ’re you all standing there, lookin’ so

funny at me?

VJell, Tom, we’re kinds surprised at what you Just saido

Being the County editor, If there was any move afoot for the

government to take over your trees, I''d be one of the first

to know £ibout it. And this is all news to me^
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Me too a Tofflc Where *d you ever get that Idea*?

Fellers, mayhe I ain orazy like Jim Robbins suggested

earlier today. You mean to say you don’t know about that

feller going around through Clearwater telling folks he“s

a government man andsayin’ we gotta sell all our tlffiber*?'

And tellln’ us the Government’s going to take it over any

way if we don’t sell it to him?

Somebody’s pulling a mean, rotten trick on you folks,

Mr, Mason,

Well, this feller's been in here all week signin’ our

timber up. We figured he was out of your office, Jim, Ke

said he was a government man.

Good gravy, Tom, you shouldn’t ’ve been taken in by that.

That man’s nothing but a crook.

He threatened to use the columns of your paper, Mr,

Devonshire, Said he’d show us up as folks who v/eren’t

patriotic and didn’t want to cooperate with the Government

that is if W3 didn't agree to sell our timber to his

buyer at a fixed price,

I get it. That’s why you ail turned against me , huh? Well

Tom Mason, m.iybe this isn’t so bad after all, all this mess

Yeah, I was th inkin’ about that. Tell me, quick, Tom,

how many of you folks have started cutting into your

small timber?

N
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TOM;

# 21o

22.
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25 =

It all came up this week like I said, Mot much work's

been done j«t so far's I knov;.

^oodl Mot nuch harm's been done then.

And that fe3.1er^6 coming back here tonight to pay us some

money In advance. That made it sound fair and square
^

too

That's the best news yet. We'll be waitin' for him, huhj

Jim?

Yes slTj and majbe we won't be alone, either, I got an

idea somebody's goln' to be interested in this feller

impersonating a government officer*

Well yon'll be able to get the,,,, the rat then. 'Csiuse

he'll be hare. And by golly, Jim, and you took

Mr, Devonshire, we were plumb crazy to take the bird's

word withou'; checking xvith you fellers, weren't we?

I understand, Tom, War does funny things to people.

Keeps 'em in a tension and all. After that feller that

tried to hoodwink you goes to Jail tonight and I get my

subscriptions back. I'll be perfectly happy about the

whole thing,

3^ou betcha, Mr, Devonshire, Ifhen I tell the folks here

in Clearwatcsr about all this, you'll get a lot more than

the old subscriptions back, believe me,,, Mow, Jim, how

about 'you? I reckon you know I'm sorry.
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^’orget it. Coed, Seems to me the moet important thing

about all this Is we gotta be careful about going overboard

these days.,

Yeaho We don*t want to take the word of every Toffi^,

^iok and Harry that comes alongo And I'm not referring

to you Harry or to you either, iir, ^son. We’re all

friends again.

(SERIOUS) Wo it’s more than that. I want you to tell

the folks around here that it's true that Uncle Sam

needs timber and wants wood badly. But he's not aiming

to wreck the forests for the future, Wo sir I And

any time anybody tries to tell you Unci© Sam's going to

make you cut your undersized trees or that he'll take

’em away from you if you don’t sell ’em, you can bet your

boots there’s something wrong somewhere. And that goes

for all the farmers and every farm woodland in the

country, believe me I

20 .

21

.

22,

23^

MUSICAL FIKALS

AKMOUKCER2 Uncle Sam’s Forest Rangers comes to you each week during'

tho National Farm and Home Hour as a network presentation

with the cooperation of the Forest Service, ‘'United

States Department of Agriculture,"

^ 2k ^
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