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The World’s Largest Photo Competition



Imagine!



Imagine a world!



Every single human being can freely share 
in the sum of all knowledge! 



Every single human being can freely share 
in the sum of all heritage knowledge! 



Every single human being can freely share 
in the sum of all built cultural heritage 

knowledge! 



Imagine!



where

● Every year, in 
September

● People from many 
professions, 
backgrounds, and 
geographies

come together to 
contribute to the sum of 
all knowledge through 
monuments.

Annual
Global
Federated
Low-barrier

Olympiastadion, Germany (Jan Künzel, CC BY-SA 3.0)





244K entries
9949 participants
75% newcomers



Everyone is 
welcome!



The entrance hall of the district court of Berlin, Germany  (Ansgar Koreng, CC BY-SA 3.0)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Landgericht_Berlin,_Littenstra%C3%9Fe,_Eingangshalle_(2),_160906,_ako.jpg


Ordination hall of Wat Arun, Thailand (BerryJ, CC BY-SA 4.0)



Derawar Fort, Pakistan  (Tahsin Shah, CC BY-SA 4.0)



Perch Rock Lighthouse, England (Richard J Smith, CC BY-SA 4.0)



Nasir ol Molk Mosque, Iran  (Hesam.Montazeri, CC BY-SA 4.0)



Panama Canal Railways  (Ivo Kruusamägi, CC BY-SA 4.0)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panama_Canal_Railway_in_2015.jpg


Rakotzbrueke,  Germany  (A.Landgraf, CC BY-SA 4.0)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Landgericht_Berlin,_Littenstra%C3%9Fe,_Eingangshalle_(2),_160906,_ako.jpg


Discover
Enjoy
Share

Wat Phra That Khao Noi, Thailand (K.Phothiwijit, CC BY-SA 3.0)





Wiki Loves Monuments is a global, annual, 
federated, low-barrier photo competition



With three goals
● Freely documenting and raising awareness of built 

cultural heritage
● Increasing contributions to Wikimedia projects such as 

Wikipedia
● Bolstering local Wikimedia communities



What have 
we 

achieved?

Machu Picchu, Perú (Elena Tatiana Chis, CC BY-SA 4.0)



Since 2010

● A global free database of more than 1.4 million 
monuments from more than 80 national competitions

● 1.9M+ photo submissions
● 53K+ new Wikimedia contributors
● A global community around built cultural heritage

We have a formula that works!



Human Monument



How does 
it work?

Zeche Zollern, Dortmund, Germany  (Rainer Halama, CC BY-SA 4.0)



International 
team Local 

organizers

Participants

International 
entities

National/Regional 
entities



Collaborations



Monument
Lists
We need to be able to specify 
what constitutes a monument.

Common scenarios,

● Lists exist and are 
shared with local 
organizers

● Lists exist but are owned 
and are not shared 
under a free license

● Lists exist and are 
shared but they are 
biased

● Lists don’t exist at all



Platforms
We need platforms that help us
● promote 
● raise awareness 
● be open (to everyone)
● scale
● ...

6000 human 
pageviews 
per second!

Receives 
250K-350K 
photo 
uploads

monuments 
lists and 
metadata



Platforms
We need platforms that help us
● promote 
● raise awareness 
● be open (to everyone)
● scale
● ...



Law and 
Policy
Participants should be able 
to legally take a photo of a 
monument and upload it 
under a free license.

Three main areas,

● Monument lists
● Freedom of Panorama
● Antiquities laws







Networks
Vibrant and diverse networks 
are key.
National and international 
entities play a very important 
role in this space.



Take-away



Knowledge

Built
cultural 
heritage

Equity

Humans

Share

Discover

Enjoy

Temple of Hephaistus from Stoa of Attalus, Greece (Dimitris Mantanis, CC BY-SA 4.0)



The question ahead of all us is:

How can we work more 
collaboratively together to 
increase our impact?

● Expand monuments Lists
● Promote and raise awareness
● Expand our community
● Take advantage of the European 

Year of Cultural Heritage

Tomb of Giovanni Fossati, Italy  (Andrea Repetto, CC BY-SA 4.0)



Thank you!

Website 

Local: wikilovesmonuments.de

International: wikilovesmonuments.org

Join our public mailing list: 
https://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/
wikilovesmonuments

Contact: 
lilyofthewest.wikimedia@gmail.com

Prasat Nakhon Luang, Thailand (Preechar Bowonkitwanchai, CC BY-SA 4.0)

http://wikilovesmonuments.de
https://www.wikilovesmonuments.org/
https://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/wikilovesmonuments
https://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/wikilovesmonuments
mailto:lilyofthewest.wikimedia@gmail.com

