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ELiSo 

• Esperanto kaj Libera Scio 
(Esperanto and Free Knowledge) 

• recognized as a Wikimedia User Group 
on 2013-04-04 

• [[:meta:Esperanto kaj Libera Scio]] 

• to unite speakers of Esperanto who are 
contributing to Wikimedia projects 



Esperanto 

• Esperanto has (almost) no native speakers 

• but a well-organized worldwide community of 
multilingual people open to challenges and 
revolutionary ideas 

• such as promoting a neutral language… 

• … or building a free multilingual encyclopedia 

• Esperanto Wikipedia: 2001, 180,000 a., 380 p. 



Featured articles (FAs) 

• are the best articles Wikipedia has to offer, 
reviewed for accuracy, neutrality, 
completeness and style 

• take very much effort to write 

• serve only the audience of a single language 



Translation of FAs 

• [[:en:Category:Featured articles needing 
translation from foreign-language 
Wikipedias]] (928 pages) 

• [[:en:Category:Articles needing translation 
from foreign-language Wikipedias]] (12,000+) 

• very much effort and knowledge to translate 

• too demanding for a single person, 
too confusing for spontaneous collaboration 



Coordinated effort 

• “There needs to be a formal process.” 

• specific tasks allow for broader outreach: 

– Wikipedians 

– translators 

– topic experts 

• procedure and tools allow for collaboration: 

– work can be split up and progress monitored 

– several target languages at once possible 



i18n and L10n 

• Step 1: Internationalization 

– model article (FA) in source language is chosen 

– Wikipedians take text chunks out and load them 
into a shared on-line translation environment 

• Step 2: Localization 

– translators translate chunks into target language 

– Wikipedians adapt wikitext to match target wiki 

– topic experts contribute relevant local information 



Use case 

• FA [[:cs:Esperanto]] 

 



Internationalization 

Sample of original wikitext: 

 

 

 

 

 

Corresponding part of the article skeleton: 



Internationalization 

Text chunks loaded into the translation space: 

 

 

 

 

 

Article link targets have their own chunks: 



Localization 

Translators collaborate on-line (http://tradukejo.ikso.net/): 

 

 

 

 

 

Links are translated automatically via Wikidata: 



Localization 

Wikipedians adapt the article skeleton: 

cs 

en 



Localization 

Topic experts cotribute relevant local info: 



Resulting articles 

[[:cs:Esperanto]] 

 

[[:en:Esperanto/125]] 

 



Advantages reviewed 

• Small Wikipedias obtain high-quality content 

• Neglected articles may improve dramatically 

• Recycling of previous work saves resources 

• Many people can translate at the same time 

• Translation to extra languages is even cheaper 

• Cross-language cooperation becomes easier 

• Wider audience may get engaged in Wikipedia 

 



Questions for discussion 

• Has something similar been done before? 

• How will the community react? 
Can existing stubs be replaced or merged? 

• How to keep created articles consistent with 
the model while still permitting free editing? 

• Or is this just a one-time activity? 

• Which would be the best articles to start? 

 



Thank you for your attention. 

-- [[User:Blahma|Marek Blahuš]] 
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