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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERCIFAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aireraft
in Scheduled Air Carrier Cperabion
Pilot Raloh Leo Burton, age- 34, of Cheyerne, Wyoming was fatally - -
injured sbout 7:45 a.m. Yarch 26, 15Lh, when the airceraft om Flight 3 o
of Inland Air Lines struck the ground under conditicns of low visibility, .~
seven miles north-northwest of Ottuma, 5. D, HNe nassengers were aboapd,
The plane was being operated in scheculed air carrier ssrvice beimeen -
Huron, S. D., and Cheyenne, HWyoming, with intermedizte stops at Plerre, -
S. D. and other noints, : : -

-

Burton held a commercizl certificate with single—sngine land,
0-330 h.p., and flight instructor ratings. He had accumulated .451 hours ¢
of flying time, including 569 in the type aireraft invelved. -The nlane,
a Beechcraft CL7B, NC 17060, rpowered by a Jacobs 285 h.p, engine and -
owned by Inland Alr Lines, Inc., was demelished by impact and fire, - It -
was seven years old and had been orerated 2733 hours, including five ‘
nours since the last major overhaul of the plane and engine. I‘oual u_ue S
on the engine was 1912 hours, R

The flight, which originated ab Huron, had been held over a '.t'?-.
on March 25 because of darkness., Burfon tock off from Pierve af 7:
March 26 to fly to Rapid City, S. D. 'eather Dureau forecasts and. m psr :
indicated generally favorable weather with scattered sqgualls and show .-
showers along the route, The only report received from B;rtbn Tas tﬁé;_-

-minutes after take—off when he radiced that he was cruising contact.
rancher, three miles from where the airplane crashed, saw thﬂ 'Jla.ue £
ing in a southwesterly direction so lom it barely clsamdithis barr;.‘ “He
said the engine sounded normal., The flight was dus over Milesville, Si<
at 7:45 a.m. and when no nesition report had been received at 7: i;S Belley
a search was started, The wreckage was located ziout three bours laber of
-a snow—covared rolling prairie s""ta}*le Tor an :re:';;eﬁcv landineg, S B

Investigation revealed that the aircraft had stvmc\z the g“ow"" -“th
. power applied -and the landing gear retracted. Smallsr rarts of the olane
were scattered some distance from the main-wreckage and ‘:f”= body of t“v'y"'
pllot, who had been thrown cut of the ship, was lying 125 fest aw av I
- could not be determined wihether there had been an | expiosion. The r"ucn;“? :

“hair had been singed, his right knee burned and his right c*lcve 'f!z_L{_:h
- "had been thrown clear of the body, was charred, B Sl

A Tarmer llv:mg 3/1‘, mile from vhers the accident occurred sﬁatﬂé"
that there were lor clouds nesar uhe scene @and at the time of Lhe ac:cuxe
vlslblllty was from 300 vards io two miles, The d.lr nag. :a:.stfg* mf’? 1'
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