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GTIERAL IHADCUARTERS
UNITED STATSS ARIY FURCES, PACIFIC
OFFICE OF THE THFATER JUDGE ADVOCATE
/AR CRIMIS BRANCH

* APO 500
AG 000.5 (12 Sep 45)JA 12 September 1945

SUBJECT: Roport of "rr Crimes Branch nn Atrocities..

TO: The Juigze Advocato Gonoeral
".fashington 25. DG
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II, SUMMARY OF EVIDINCE:

Briefly summarized, the avidonce adiuced by the Investizator-
Zxaminers i1s to the effect that:

On 9 February 1945 American troope were clcosing in on Manila
and the bombing end shelling were contimivue. Fires had broken out,
water ~ni fo-d hed dbecona extrenely difficult to wbteain, and safe sheltar
was sought by countless mumbers of rafugees throughout the city (R 1. 8,
29). During the afternoon of 9 Fobruary and into tho evening Japonese
patrols scoured the Ermita District, routians from their homes and places
of bueiness averyone in that area and brinzing them to Plaza Fercuson
(Bx. C, D; R 15). Thase poopla war. told that because of the bombs and
shallfire it was the dosire of the Jepanasa to assemble them in protocted
ereas and since tho statem'nt soemeod reascnnble under the circumstances,
most of the civilinns went volunt~rily (R 79, 282).

3y aprroximately 1700 hours soma 2,000 mon, women and children,
all civilians and of mixed metionalities, hed bern brought to the Plaza
and at that time a Jnpennse officer who appearad to be in charge came
and ordered that the men and older male childrun be separated from the
women and children (R 1-6, 204). The men were taken to the Manila Hectel
and tho women and children tc the Bay View Hotel, with the exception of
s mmall group of approximataly twenty cirls who were taken to a ncarby '|
restaurant called "The Coffec Fot", a lounge or club for Jmp-nese officere
and anlisted men. Those in this group were given food and liguor and
from there they went to the Bey View Hotel vhere they were put on one of
the upper floors (R 80, 81, 129). The remaindor of the captives rppear
to have been kept on the lower floors of the hotel (R 287).

Betwecn the hours of 1800 rnd 0430 the follovingz morning the
Japanase reomoved any doubt the; mi ht have had as to tho "protection
vhich they were to receive. In tms and threoce, onlisted men and
officers came tc the various rooms in which theso womon had beon quartered,
salected thuse they wishod by the 1ight «f candles and flashlights, tock
them to other rooms ani reped them (R 70-78, 111, 133),

Similar scencs ware cnacted at tho noardy Boulevard Alhambra
and Miranar Apartments where the Flipinoe women in the group were taken
during the following day. Throush-ut the nights of confinement in all
tareo placos young zirls wero forced, some at bayonet point, to 2o with
these Japenese for th-ir pleasuras (R 53, 70, 235, 515, 653).

The reason for this sogresation was given early in the after—
2ion of 10 Fobruary when one of the women inquired cf an officer as to
the reascn the Filipinos were leaving the hotol., Bolieving her tc be
whito, he ansvered "o hate white women..... Thore are orders that we
are to kill all of you, dut we are walting bocause weo may decide %o use
all of the vhite women as our frontline to kecp the Americans from
coming in on ue® (R 838).
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Only seven of the victims would admit having been raped
(R 72, 113, 132, 150, 551, 731, 743), although the proof is clear that
at loast furty were violated, the same being indicated by thoir return
to their rucme in nervous conditivn with hair and dress disarranzed and
frequently with blovd showinz upon their zarments. Thirty six ctate
that attempta were made to rape them and the evidence indicates that,
njtiithetanding their denial of the accomplishment of the act, these
attacks t):ane suspicicusly close to fruition (R 82, B4, 130, 174, 255,
397, 575).

This treatment contimued for varying perioda, the ocersons
confined at the Bay View Hotel beinz reoleased or escaping un 12 February
1945 and thnse at the Boulevard Alhambra and Miramar Apartments being
released cr escapinz on 13 February, all of which reloases, with sone
exceptions to be commented upon later, were necessitated by bombing
and shelling and resultant fire (R 25, 586).

Durinz these three deys, the followingz incidents excmplify
the torroristic debauchory that took place:

In cne nisht, a twenty-four year old Filipino wuman was
raped between twelve and fifteen times. Notwithstending that she bacame
87 dazed and weak after the first few attacks that she fell to the floor
half-conscinus, Jepaneso contimed until 0400 to onter the rocm and drag
her away for further ravishmeont (R 134).

One Japnnese, in a spirit of drunken brag:adociu, showed the
sharpness of his bayonet by rippinz a girl's skirt open from its bottom
to her hips with a slash (R 209).

Kickinz girls as thoy lay prostrate nn the floor vas & common
occurrence and there were instrnces where a girl was dragged away, her
attacker grasping her leog and pullin~z her alons on her back (R 70, 207).

A few were able to escape the common fate by clailming they
were menstruating, although demcnstrative proof was usually reguired
and was somotimes followed by a blow with m rifle butt (R B3, 116, 254).

One zirl accompanied a particular Jaonneee quite willingly,
saying that he was her sweetheart and she "hail already promised him
that" while some thors acquiesc:d without reeistance svlely beceuse
0of fear snd thoir captors! vromises of freedom if they would submit
quistly (R 116, 120).

A fourteen year 2ld British :irl was taken with her sister,
pushod and kicked alon: the eorridor to ancther room and raped at
least four times, was allowed finslly to return to her -wn roum, blaed-
ing aad torn (R 72). HEaving a light complexion, she was favored and,
in fact, the vhite =zirls were searchnd -ut =nd sezregated (R 70).

A Turkish wuman, forty years of ago, successfully and
resourcefully dissuaded a would-ba attacker by claiminz she was too old
and romoving and showinz her falsae teeth to prove it. She then kept
her daushter eafe by hidinz hor undermeath her skirt (R 395, 398).

In the face cf pointed weapons, tha sheer determin:tion of
an olderly friend protected a ycun. mnther with a child in her arme
from being taken (R 300).

Three prostitutes told th ir fellow captives that they wruld
submit t. the Jap 'nose and thus ettempt to protect the yrungar zirls
end married wmen ((R3238). Some of the victims clearly felt zrateful fcr
the pretoction thue afforded (B 436, 489).
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: At the Miramar, an vfficer took a fifteen year old Filipino
zirl tc his room, asked her to 20 to bted and when she refused, he proposed
that she marry him. This she also refused, whereupon he told har she was
no £ood and sent her back to the Bay View Hotel (R 588, 591).

No such incidents seom tc have occurred during the davtime, el-
thouzh thirst and hunger kept these victims in acute discomfert. On the
second day, one group were brought a pail of dirty weter which wes par-
tially spilled on the floor in their haste to drink. Such spillod drops
wore eagerly licked off the flocr. The drinking water supply was also
supplemented by water from the toilets, and for foud thoy received o few
biscuits (which were thrown on tho floor), & small can ¢f fish and sume
vitemin pille. Thie wes to serve fifty people (R 235, 237). Ancther
group, twelve in number, received a pall of water, a box of crackers, a
kettle ¢f hot tea, some suger and some vitamin pills. Also given to them
were somé tennls shoes, Zxcepi for the molestaticne, these women felt they
hed becn comparatively well treated, and epparently i+ was because one of
the Japanese had previously fallen in love with a =irl in that rooum
(R 23-25). 0ld biscuits and salty water were the 1ot of a loss Surtunste
party of twonty (R 67).

In the main dining ronn cn the firet floor of the hotel, two or
threc ladies of the Red Croes set up an aid station for the sick and
wounded on 1C February and during thoe afterncon of that day, from two
hundred to tw:s hundred fifty women and children were brcught thore fronm
the roome upsetairs (R 21, 76, 561). This refuge was but temporary, how-
ever, and during the following nizhte of captivity, zirle were not only
taken from the dininz rooum but sume were raped there szmonz their fellow
captives (R 414, 562). '

48 if sapece with tho steadily mounting battle outeide; the
attrcxs and terrarism in the hotel rnse to a crescends during the third
pight and fourth meraing of cnptivity. A Japrnese ~fficer Xmown as
TERAMOTO t0ld cne lady, carly in the morning of 13 February, that ho was
€/ing away tc fight the Americans and to die, snd that bdefore he left he
wished t¢ have interc urse with her dsuzhter as his laet worldly pleasurs;
others stated that ther constituted a "sulcide detail" and bohaved even
mare dbrutally than befare (R 11, 412, 414).

fire, which broke sut in the Ba; View 3utel un the 12th and at
the Hiremar and Alhanmbra on the 13th, proved the salvation for theso
victime. OSome were rather unwillingly rolsased, and othors escaped in
the resulting confusion (R 235, 526, 562, 570).

One girl is known t- have contractod sonorriee as a result of
tols experience and nearly all of them obteined medical exeminations when
the Americans came (R 160, 183, 352). Mo preznancios ard no deaths baving
o direct comnection with the atrocity appear tuv have followed it, alth.uch
at least twu ladies had to ba troated for shaock and generally wealaned
condition (R 188, 240).
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