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Robin Hood

CHAPTER 1
Robin Hood takes to the Forest

In the days when' a King? called® Henry the
Second* reigned over England,® there lived® a boy
named’ Robert Fitzooth.® He had a fine® name,
and he was the son of rather a great man.'* But
all the people'' who liked'? him called him Robin
Hood.®

Robin was a naughty'* little boy. He was
not at all’® fond of'® books or of learning.'” He
gave'® his teacher'® a good deal of*° trouble,* and

it d°d not seem to do any good if he were punish-
ed.?* Indeed,*®it only made him?* more** naughty.

1. In the days when.. . % .. .Be 2. E. 3. % B&. 4 Henry
the Second FH| - (FE4L). 5. reigned over England #iAZEH.
6. there lived==there was#y. 7. 4. & RobertFitzooth A4, 9. &

n 1. rather a great man H# 2 A. 11, #HA, AR 12, 8.
13. Robin Hood A44. 14. %%, 15. motat all 2. 16, was fond
of Bgf. 17, Bip. 15 8 (give ZBER). 19 pf.  20. a good
deal of 4. 21, HiEE. 22, it did not seem to do any good if he
were punished JEEPEE B3 LA 2 LA 7% (it 4 i he were punished; to do
any good A, %, pumsh &), 23 Yife. 24, only made bhim. . {E{EGE
ves 25 .



‘2 ROBIN HOOD,_

He liked to run away! in the woods,* to hide
from® his teachers, and that is a thing which* no
good® boy should think of doing.® As he grew
older,” he did not become any better;® and he spent
so much money that’ he was soon'® very poor.'!

“What shall I do**?”" said Robin.** I have
spent every penny,’* and have nothing Ileft.'?
Where'® can 1 get some!” money to pay my
debts'®?”  So'? he went to his friends,*® and some of
them lent®! him a few?*? pounds.”®* But these** also®®
were spent, and still*® Robin wanted more.*

Then®® some one*® went and told the King
what Robin was doing,*® and the King was very
angry.®

1. run away s 20 #5530 to hide from L 4. a thing
which, . .—... 2% (which R%, 5 thing). 5. a4F. 6. should
(shall 23258 think of doing #3% (think of Z1 /). 7. grew (grow Z
sty older Wik, BHE (grew 22J2). 8. become any better # % (be-
come J&; better §5). o he spent (spend 2 F5%) so much money
that, . AR M £ LT, .. (spent Jidy so...that.. . k... B3

cobe rou SRS EP. rroogEB. 120 What shall I do? 0§45 0] (what
). 13. said (say 23 Robin=Robin said #%&%. 14. have
spent every penny WEE, P RiE—-LHE LE. 15. have nothing
left SEATAR (left AT, leave ZMLGH). 10, (T4, 17 FFF. 18 to
pay my debts ({5 (debt £5§). 19. pLik. zo, went (2o 2 i} 3%
to his friends L Mk, 21, {8 22, afew B3R 23. &85 24 this
Z2%%, 45 pounds.  zs. gk, 26, {1, #H#. 27, wanted more A7 T
o 28 Wk 20 someone 4 A, 3o. told (tell 2R the king
what Robin was doing B EBER A5 (what==that which). 31; %L,




ROBIN HOOD 3

“He must give up his house,”! said he; “and
he must not live? in any of my cities.®* Take!
all he has,® and pay® his debts. And then he
must look after” himself,® for 1 do not want® to
see him any more.”?

Robin Hood was very sad'' when he heard!?
the King’s words.!* He did not at all like to give
up his nice'* house at Locksley.’ But when he
knew'® that!’” he had to do as he was told,** he
went away into'® the forests,*” and there he said
that he would make a new home?®! for himself.

Now there were a great many®’ forests in
England®® in those days,”* and the trees®® grew so
thickly®® together,*” that a man could easily*® hide
amongst®® them. One of these forests was quite®

1. must give up his house @ JEH 42, T4

MR L (give
up ¥, 2. J&. 3. any of my ciies LR BSME (cives BT, city
ZHH). 40 B (==you take, G4ilZMEMIL). 5 2l he has LY
i 6.4, M. 7. look after AfifH. MiFL 8 AT, 0. donot
want gk (do LEYTE, BER. 10, to see him any more 1§ 119
(any more ). 1. Z&T. 12 B B (hear i8R, 130 3
14. 1, 26 15. 1%, 16. &1 (know 2Bt 1y, i, BEEHE
18. had to do as he was told # Migy i 17 (bad to do {5, was told Z&4,
Fy. 1g. dmto. . AFS... 200 Bk, 21. new home 7RG, 22, a
great many 4. 23. ZE@.  24. in those days % H8F (those J¥ that
b2 248 25. Hi, 26, #L5%. 27, grew together $§4:. 28. 5.
29. amongst. .46 ... 4. 30. 145 L




4 ROBIN HOOD

near' Robin’s old home.? It was at Sherwood,? in
Nottinghamshire;* and, when Robin went right?
into the middle® of this great” forest, he found®
himself hidden by the waving® branches,'® and by
the big bushes’! that grew round'* the giant'?® trees.

The ground'* was covered'® with soft'® green'’
moss.’* Here and there' were little hollow?®
places?* where?* primroses®® grew in the spring,**
while?® wild roses?® and honeysuckle?” made the
forest look pretty®® in summer.?

On the green moss Robin lay down?® to rest,*
and he soon fell asleep.*” He did not even®® wake®
to hear the birds® sing® in the branches above?’ his
head.®®* He was very tired® and very sad; and he
was glad to shut his eyes,** and forget*' that he

had no home but*? this beautiful*® big forest.

1. #. 2. old home K. 3. WA 4 Hifh. 5 went right
ik o bl 7o k. 80 4L R (find ZBHR). o #E. 1o il
.o BEERS. 1z B 130 B 14 db 15 BE 160 4Kk
17. #. 8. ¥&. 19, Here and there gz, z0. . 21, 3B, /.
22 BIE, #8 places. 23 A 24 A% 25 WEEGLOL CE P
26. wild roses BFEER. 27 @4, 28, look pretty . 29 H.
30. lay down BA'F. 31, $kB. 32 fell {fall 2B d:k) asleep AR
33 EE. O34oB 35 B 36 37 L 38 @ 30
40. was glad to shut his eyes Z50IH (Bapl). 41 % 42 had
no home but. . &.. AEUEE 43 £E



ROBIN HOOD 5

Now,! as soon as? he went to live in these
green woods, all his friends began to talk about®
Robin. Many bold* young® men, who® loved’
freedom® and adventure,’ thought'® they would
like to go and live with him in the forest.

“We shall have such a merry life,”'" they

said. “Why,"? we shall have no work to do.”

Py

CHAPTER 1I
The Meeting with Little John

OxE young man, who was called John Little,!*

said: “I will start at once'* for*® Sherwood, and
make friends with'® bold Robin Hood.” So'7 John
Little took a stick'® in his hand, and off he set.'*
He asked everybody he met?® which was the way
to*' Sherwood.

1. §EBhEE. 2. as soon as R (HMEFIsERE). 3. began (begin
st to talk about. . W R %A .. (began BiER). 4. . 5. £
O 4. g men, 7. F. 5 A, o BE. 1o M (think 2@
#). 11. merry life ez 438, 12. fafiy. 13. John Little A4%.
14. at once BEZI. 15 startfor.. EfTE... 16, make friends with
BB H. 17 B 1B FEL 10, off he set==he set off 2
(off XL InTE M. 20, everybody he met LIgri2 A (every-
body #8A). 21, which was the way to. . . [@EBEH. .. 2



6 ROBIN HOOD

In a little while,* he came to a narrow?
bridge? that crossed* a river,” and when he was
on it, he saw that some other man® also wished”
to cross. So the two® met in the middle of the
bridge, and there was no room to pass.’

“Now,” said John, “one of us must go back,"
and which is it to be?”’ 1!

“Well,”*? said Robin Hood, “I will shoot!?
you if you come any further.”!*

“Ah,” said John, “that would be cowardly;!*
for, as you see,'* I have no bow'” and arrows,'®
but only' my good staff.””*°

“I scorn®!' the name of coward,” said Robin,
“and so I will lay by®* my bow, and take a staff
myself.”’#?

So saying,** he went to a tree and cut himself a
thick stick.?® Then he came back to the stranger,*®
and cried: “Now, my merry man,?” we will fight?*®

1. In a little while J3f%. 2. ¥ 3 4. R 5. i,
6. some other man Jf5—A. 7. B k. 8. FHWA. ¢. noroom to
pass ST, 10. go back J€. 11. which isit to be? jj s (T
H3E).  ve. RERUEE 130 4F. 14, come any further WG, 15, ¥
. 16, asvousee MEFRHF. 17 5. 18§ 19. 1, €. zo. HL.
25, BRiR, WE.  22. lay by 32 23, take a staff mysell # ¢y DO
24. So saying IE55. z5. cut himself a thick stick 58 ¢l 23—

BUEAE. 20, /. 27, merry man PLiLA. 28, B




ROBIN HOOD 7

here on the bridge, and whichever® of us falls® into
the stream,® will lose the battle.”*

" Now John Little was very, very tall,® nearly®
seven feet high,” and he was also a strong® man.
So he lifted® his stick, and before Robin could see
what he was about,'?

“The stranger gave Robin a crack on the crown,'t
Which made the blood to appear;*
Then Robin, more angry, more fiercely engaged,13
And followed with!* blows!® more severe.”’18
Before long'™ the tall stranger gave Robin
such a blow that'® he fell into the river., John
was so pleased with himself'® that he shouted?®’
after him: “Let me ask you, good fellow,”* oh,
where are you now?”
But though Robin was wet through,?® he was
able to laugh?® at his fall, for he called out* quite

1o MERTE. 20 fREE. 30 WM. 4. lose the battle §Lfi (battle
. 5 ¥. 6oElh. 7. seven feet high AR (feet % foot 2%
). BOERHE. oo BE 1o, before Robin could see what he was about
wFEERaE @3 John) W fE (before.. fE...2H0). 15 gave...a

crack on the crown . . .2 @l (crack B crown §8T.  12. made the
blood to appear fMi{l}.  13. flercely engaged F{®]. 14, followed with
CAsp. .. 15 B 16 g7 17 Before long fAL AfE. 18, gave

Robin such a blow that. .. F %% Nl —Fr 8208, .. (such. . .that...
gt . . LiE. .. such a blow blow 2 8. 19. pleased with himself
B, 20, - 2x. A, HETE. 22. wet through . 23. 5.
24. called out gfili.




8 ROBIN HOOD

cheerfully:! “I am here in the flood,* and floating
along with the tide.?
] needs* must say, you are a brave soul’
And with you I'll no longer contend ;®
For needs must I say, you have won the day?
Our battle shall be at an end.””$

Then he made his way to® the bank,'* and up
he climbed.!

“ Just wait till'* T sound'® my horn,”’ ** he said.
Then, lifting his horn to his lips, he blew' so
loudly'® that it made John jump.'’

At the sound,'® a great many big men came
running towards them.'® They were all dressed in?°
coats®* of a colour?® which was called ““Lincoln
green,”’** and in their hands they carried?* bows and
arrows.

‘“They are most gay** to be seen,’
Little. ““And are these your men?” ¢

1. 4. 2. in the flood feskdr. 3. floating along with the tide
WHEEE. 4 &% (needs Ji=of need==necessarily). 5. brave soul
#hde. 6. with you I'll no longer contend==<I"ll (==I will} no longer con-
tend with you Rkl S (no longer 434). 7. have won (win 2
#BF:4rE) the day U, 8. atanend #1. 9. made his way to...
B#EE... 1o £ 11, upheclimbeds==he climbedup 4. 2. Just
wait tiil. . 3. ik (tL ). 13, 9% 140 48, 150 8K 16, 45
17. B (EHEY. 18 B 1. came running towards them [jfkeEy
#. 200 were dressed in 3§, BB, 21 4Fde. 220 #{fa. 23, Lincoln
green —FEHLTI A2 400, WM Lincoln 5/ ¥ BUtHl o /92 Al 5%
% 240 BOE (carvy 2K 250 ¥ 20. your men 2 E.

b4

said John




ROBIN HCOD 9

“Yes,” said Robin Hood, “and I am their
leader.”"!

“Then you must be Robin Hood,” said the
stranger. “And I should like to join your com-
pany,® if you please.* My name* is John Little,
a man of good mettle.® Do not doubt® me, I'll
play my part,”’” said he.

“You are just® such a man as I love,”? said
Robin, “and we will shake hands.'® For you shall
be my trusty'! friend.”

“But,” said one of Robin’s bowmen,'? “we
must change'® your name. John Little, you shall
be Little John, because'* you are only seven feet
high, and you measure not much more than a
yard round your waist.'* Come, my pretty'® boy,
come with us, and we shall live quite merrily'’ in
the forest.”

L ¥4, 2. to join your company A, 3. if you please fiE &
. 4 4 5 man of good mettle i (mettie Mk, BE). O £
7. play my part §gk%. & 45 o such a manas1love JkHEZA
(such fugt).  xo. shakehands¥gF. 11 W[fE, %, 2. BF. 13 ¥
%. 14. BB, 15. you measure not much more than a yard round
your waist BAMCHERE ZAEE N (measure B waist . 16, {k
17. gt '



10 ’ ROBIN HOOD

“But first, my brave men, we must go and
hunt.! If we do not shoot a deer,” we shall get
no dinner.* So let! every man do his best.”?
Thus® said Robin; and away they went through
the forest, where’ there were plenty of® deer to
be found.®

Soon they were heard coming back.'* One of
Robin’s men made a fire of dried wood,'* and
over'? this they put the deer to be roasted.'?

“It smells good,” !* said Little John, who was
hungry.™

“Yes,” said Robin; “but you cannot ecat
with us till'® you wear the same clothes'” that we
do."® So come with me, friend John, and I will
see if I can' find you a coat of our Lincoln green.*’

Then you will look like one of my band.”*!

o 2 . 3. % 4. i 5 dohis be%t ih. 6. k.
7. B, 4 forest. 8. plenty of n’i %.  o. FEIL, 1. they were
AT AL, PORRRATT R AL
/ )Q 1z e b 130 &K 14 smells

heard coming back 5 R
11. made a fire of dried wood i, T4

good BEZ L. 15 fl.  16. cannot. L OREE. .. 17 the
same clothes [Aj—-24. 18, that we d() Zl?}?{xnfm# (that £ £ 5, 95
clothes; do i wear). 19. 1 will see if T can. . BN RLTES-.. .,

G . - (l==whether}. 2o, find vou a coat of our Lincoln green
[& B —E# Lincoln green {2z . 21, look like one of my
band 2 b A one of B8 .. iz —)



ROBIN HOOD IT

So Robin clothed* Little John “from top to
toe.”’?
By this time the dinner was ready,® and they
sat down on the grass to enjoy* it. How they
talked® and laughed® as” they ate the deer! And
when the dinner was over,® some of the men
sang® songs, and some told funny stories,'® and
they were all very happy.!!

This was how!? Robin Hood and Little John

became {riends.

)
o-pe

CHAPTER 1III
Robin Hood and the Abbot of Whitby

Tue other chief men'® of Robin Hood’s band

were William Stutely,'* George a-Green,'” and Friar

Tuck,® who'” was an old monk.'* He came from
a beautiful” Abbey® called I'ountains Abbey,
which?®! is in Yorkshire.??

1. f&KZ. 2. fromtoptotee HEEM. 3 O 4 . 5 Z%.
6. %, 7. as... .. B & the dinner was over £, o. 83 (sing
2iBks). 10, told(tell ZiAFRK) funny stories YA B2 fde, 11
12. this was how. . . 5. .. 285k 13 chief men 4. 14 Wil
liam Stutely A 4. 15. George a-Green A4, 16, Friar Tuck A4
(friar fEA). 27, R4 5, 4 Priar Tuck. ™ 18, A, 19. 8835, 20, &
B JRRE (AT REPP A MIBZ ). 21 {845 3§ Fountains Abbey. 2z 1.4



12 ROBIN HOUD

There was also a young girl, who sometimes'
came to see them, and her name was Marian.?
She was known as Maid Marian. She was the
daughter® of a nobleman,* who was very rich.?
But she liked to roam® about the forests.

Robin Hood’s men were very clever at shoot-
~ing” with bows and arrows; and soon the people®
who lived® near Sherwood'® began to talk about
them and stories of their shooting came to the
ears of'! the old Abbot'* of Whitby.'*

“¥a,” said the Abbot, “I hear no one' can
shoot an arrow so far as'® these men, and nobody
can shoot so straight.' Well,) 1 will see for
myself what they can do.”

So he asked'® Robin Hood to bring Little
John and all the other men to dinner'’ in the
Abbey. When the day came, they sat down in
the great hall of the Abbey, and had a fine {feast.?*

1 AW 20 AL 3 kG 4 BA 5B 6 WiAT. 7. clever
at shooting # 4. 8 AR. o . 10 M4 11. came to the ears
of. .. B .. 12, g, 130 M. 140 noone AL 15. so far
as.. .. .. 16. . 17. FEBRE 15, 7. 19. to bring...to
dinner . . .34, 20, BE.



ROBIN HOOD A3

In those days' people used® to dine very
early, and so it was quite light when the meal
was over.?

“Come to the top of the tower,*” said the
Abbot. “This Abbey is close to the sea,” and
we have a beautiful view.®* You can bring your
bows and arrows, if you like.”

Then every one” said he would be glad to
have a look at® the sea. So they climbed up the
steps,® and stood!® on the top of the Abbey tower.

“Now,” said the Abbot, “as we are here, 1
should like to see some of you!! shoot.” So Robin
Hood took his bow, and picked out'? a very fine
arrow. Then he lifted!® his arm, and shot the
arrow into the air. It went straight'* over the
fields,'® until'® it fell very, very far away from'’
the Abbey. There it stuck fast'® in the ground,
with its little feather'® in the air.*®

1. In those davs 8% 2. 4], %F. 3. it was quite light when the
meal was over SSHIBERHAEARE (it was quite light WIREEFZE).
4 B, 5. close to the sea #{ifF. 0. . 7. everyone AA. 8. to
have a look at...—¥... 9. climbed up the steps $HH/KWE. 10 3¢
(stand ZiB35%).  11. some of vou #i# 2B A.  12. picked out #.
13. . 14. went straight ##i. 15. 3. 16, F|H. 17. far
away from.. M. . .38 18. stuck (stick Z2iBZR) fast PEA (fast ).
19. §4.  20. in the air @S (B HILE).



I4 ROBIN HOOD

After Robin had shot, Little John came up,
but his arrow did not go quite so far; and though!
all the others® shot well,® yet* Robin Hood was
the best.®

“Well,” said the Abbot, who was very much
surprised,® “what” good bowmen you are! I shall
build® a pillar of stone® on the place where!® Robin
Hood’s arrow fell, and that field shall always'! be
called ‘Robin Hood’s Field,” and the place where
Little John’s arrow rests'? must be known as!?
‘ John’s Field.””

Then he sent a monk to measure the dis-
tance,'* and he came back'® and said that it was
more than a mile,'® which was a very long way for
an arrow to fly.

All the country-people'” liked Robin Hood,
and they were very kind to'® him. For when the

g 2 R 3. shot (shoot 233K well 385 4. £5W.
5. the best S ffd. 6. TR, 7. % (0L BE/RERT LRGBS
2. 8. #4t. o pillar of stone Fk. 10, on the place where. ..
fe. ..M. 1. 120 f2ak. 13 must be known as. .. Bl . LR
14. filk.  15. came back E. 16, ¥H.  17. #EA. 18, were kind
to .



ROBIN HOOD 15

King said he was never to live' in any of the
towns? or cities, the country-people said poor
Robin should not starve.® They were very glad
to* give him plenty of butter,” and eggs, and good
fresh® bread.”

CHAPTER 1V
The Abbot of St. Mary’s

Bur, sad to tell,* Robin Hood wanted other
things besides® bread and eggs. He soon found
that he required’® money,"* with which!? to buy the
suits of Lincoln green for'* his men. They liked
the good cloth™ and the pretty colour of these
clothes.’* And when new suits were needed,'® they
had to buy'” them.

So Robin and his merry men used to wait in
the woods'® till they saw some rich'® man ride by?®
on the roads;?”* then they came out,” and took

1. was never to live 5445 2. #1. 3. should not starve ¢
T4 4. were glad to. R, L 5 gL, 6. i 7. .

8. sad to tell # 2 wriy. 9. wanted other things besides. . . fg.. .4}
AL L. 10, ¥, 1. %, 12. {RL4F, 1§ money, 13. to buy
the suits of Lincoln green for. .. 5. . . i Lincoln green 2. 14. 77.
15. M. 16, . 17 had to buy ST, 18 B 10 &
20. nide by BSATII. =21, #%. 22, came out H.



10 ROBIN HOOD

him by surprise.® They made him give up every
penny that he had.?

Sometimes® they got many bags of gold in
this way.* With these® they would fly back® mto
the thick” forest, and there they would hide® all
the money until they wished® to use'’ it.

Robin never took any money from poor
people.’* He was always kind to the poor, and
he was very gentle to women.'? So, although'® he
was a robber,"* he was not as bad as he might
have been.'® He was never'® cruel'” or rude’® to
those whom he robbed.?

But he did not love rich people, and he was
always glad when an Abbet fell into his hands,?®
or when he could rob a few?! fat*> monks. He had
a grudge against®® priests of all kinds™ except®

1. took him by surprise [HAREHZ. z. made him give up every
penny that he had £l JFHAT LUk (give up #3135 every penny ff38
ER—g-k). 3. FHBe. 4. in this way gk, BLekid. 5. this 4%,
& bags of gold 6. fly back B, 7. . 8 . 9, 1, #%
0. . 11. poor people Z[E. 1z. was gentle to women @8 4.
13. #1402 15. not as bad as he might have been §f
mMEAERE FEErEwELzE 16 7. 17 BUE
1g. those (that %% whom he robbed BIEN%r A, zo. fell into
his hands Affgpd. 21. a few #iik, 2z. B (R g N .
23. had a grudge against. . . #5483 24. priests of all kinds 44
. 25 except... B ... z24.




ROBIN HOOD 17 .

his friends old Friar Tuck and the good Abbot
of Whitby.

In the days when' Robin lived in his own?
house, it was an Abbot who told the King tales
about him.* TFor he wanted Robin’s lands for
himself.*  So, ever after,” Robin Hood took
delight in® getting money from all the other priests
who came in his way.”

One day,* as Robin walked on the edge of
the forest,” he heard a sound'® as if'' some men
were coming, and when he looked up,'* he saw it
was his old enemy."

“The Abbot of Saint Mary’s™ then,
Who him undid before,®
Was riding with two hundred men,
And gold and silver store.'s”
“Ha,” said Robin, as he quickly'” blew his
horn. ‘““Here comes the man who did me so much

1. In the days when. .. #8.. . 2#."" 2. hisown #fH 2. 3. told
the king tales about him g ST (told tales ##%). 4. wanted
Robin’s lands for himself SIFHAZWETA. 5. ever after B,
6. took delight in...Z8b. .. 7. came in his way FI#RIERTEH .
8. One day —H, 3 H. 9. walked on the edge of the forest 7 $Rifify.
1o. Bt 11 as i 9. 12, looked up {85, 13, fLA. 14, Saint
Mary’s=Saint Mary's Abbey (Saint Mary #g85m @, iz 4). 15. who
him undid before==who undid him before J Agi %% (who §§ Abbot).
0. fiE 17 WO




18 ROBIN HOOD

harm.! Come on, my merry men, and let us see
what we can get from him in return.”?

“And Robin Hood upon him set?
W itl} his courageous sparks;*
And all the coin® that he did get®
Was just? twelve hundred marks,”8

“Oh,” cried the Abbot, “good Robin Hood—
bold Robin Hood—I beg you to spare’ me. Do
not—please'” do not—take'* my gold. For I am
a poor man, and I have many things to do with
my money.”’!?

But Robin shook*? his head.

“You have not more need of it than I have,” !t
he said. “Good Abbot, do not make such an
outcry.'” Your gold will do much for me, and for'
my merry men; for we need comforts'” in Sherwood
Forest.”

1. did me so much harm FIgFENIL 2. 2. what we can get
from him in return F4EIF RO AL B (in return #i). 3. upon
him set=set upon him #E#. 4. courageous sparks Wi, 5. 4E%E
6. did (do 72iBE:s) get b (did  FEBYTIH M TER A LATE 4 ).
7o 8 8 BE. o B R oo BLOBE SRR e e 2
CEETT iR, 11, Do not take (==you do not take Bfrfizh) o (do o245
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But as the Abbot went on begging for his
gold,! Robin became vexed.?

' “Wait, Master Abbot,” said he. “I have
yet something more? that* you must do.”

Then the Abbot held his breath,? for he was
rather frightened.®

“I will not let you go, proud’ Abbot,” said
Robin, “until® you say prayers here for my men.”?

“But not in the forest, surely,’k’“" said the
Abbot.

“In the greenwood,”' said Robin, ‘“and no-
where else'?; for you know we are not able' to go
to a church.’* You shall kneel'” under the trees.”

“Oh, but I cannot do it. I am willing’® to go
to a church.”

“You will kneel down where you are,'” or'® be
punished'® by me. Now, choose** what you will
do.”
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The Abbot was not long in' choosing. He
fell on his knees® at the foot of a tall tree; and
here he said his prayers, while* Robin Hood and
all his men joined in the service.* When it was
over, the proud Abbot got up,* and Robin waved
his hand.®

“You may go home’ to your Abbey, my
lord,” said he. “You are a poorer man than
when you set out,® but your money has gone in
works of charity.”*

The Abbot was not at all'® willing to leave'
his money, but he dared'? not say so; for he was
glad enough to leave the greenwood without'
suffering any more harm from'* Robin Hood and

his merry band of men.
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CHAPTER V
The Wedding of Allan-a-Dale

Now one bright' summer morning, as Robin
was walking along® the road near Sherwood Forest
he met a young knight® named Allan-a-Dale.*
Allan was dressed in® a red coat, and he was
laughing to himself® as he went along.” Sometimes
he even® began to sing a little song, for his heart®
was very gay;”’ and when Robin saw him, he
smiled," for he thought'* the young knight looked
so happy.'?

The next day,'* as Little John and another'
man named Much’® were on the road, they saw
this same'” young knight. DBut now he looked
very sad'®; his clothes were changed,'® too,*” for,
instead of?! his pretty red coat, he was dressed in
dull grey.**
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“Hullo,” said Little John, as he put out' his
hand and seized? the knight, “whom have we
here?* Come, my brave young fellow,* we will
take you to* our chief, Robin Hood. See, he is
segted® under the branches of his favourite’ tree.”

So he took one of the knight’s arms,® and
Much took the other,® and they hurried!® him
over'! the ground till they stood before'* Robin
Hood.

“I saw you yesterday,'*” said Robin, “and
you were a fine, gay youth't then. What has
happened'® to change your looks!??”

The young man shook his head sadly, and
Robin rose’® from his seat.'?

“I bid you welcome to the woods,* young
sir,” said he; “but, at the same time,*' I wish to
tell you that we should like to see the inside®* of
your pockets.”?
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“Alas! good sir,” said the knight, “I have no
money in my pockets. All I have' is the sum? of
five shillings.* Ay, and I have a ring,* which has
been with me® for seven long years,® in readiness
for my wedding-day.””

“Ah, this is very sad indeed,®” said Robin,
“But you must sit down, for you look tired.®
Then you shall tell me all your story,'® for I see
you have one;' and, if I can, I may, perhaps,'? be
able to help' you.”

“I hope you will,’* kind sir,” said the young
man, as he took his seat’ on a little mound'® of
moss. “My name, I must tell you, is Allan-a-Dale,
and yesterday was to have been iny wedding-day,
for I was going to'” marry’® a lady who is the most
beautiful girl in all the world.*®

“I have waited®” seven long years for her, I
must tell you, and we were going to be so happy.
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That was why I' sang and laughed as I went
along the road. But when I came to her father’s
house, 1 found that her parents® had changed
their minds.? ' ,

“*You are poor, and you are too* young to
marry our daughter,”® they said. And then I
found® that another knight, who is much richer’
than I am, had come to them and asked for their
daughter’s hand.®

“I was sent away,® and I hear that tomorrow!"
she is to become his wife.’* He is an older’? and a
richer man than I am. He has lands'® and money
and cattle,’ and I have only'’ my small house and
my youth. But I feel'® as if'” I should never look
up and be happy any more.” '®

Then Rohin put his hand on the young
knight’s arm. “Do not be sad,” he said. “If

she can change her mind in this way'’- she is
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not worth your thoughts.! Let her® marry the
richer man.”

“Ah, but she has not changed,” said Allan.
“She has always loved® me; but her father says
she must not have me.”*

“Wait a moment,”5 said Robin, “and let me
think.” So he folded his arms,® and bent’ his
head, as he always did®* when something troubled
his mind.* “I like you well,’* Allan-a-Dale,” he
said, “and I am ready to help you.* Can you tell
me what ybu are willing to give,'? if I bring back!?
the lady whom you love?” !4

“Nay,' I have nothing to give,””'® said Allan.
“But if it may be¥as you say,'” good Robin, I
will cheerfully’® serve you as'® one of your merry

13

men.

1. not worth your thoughts REE 2 4r&. 2. Let her.. {L4%...
3. F. 4. must not have me HFIFLmPHE, HIOARUEEE.
. 5. Wait a moment iy (moment —[B). 6. folded his arms oA
7. M5 8 AN E SR, 9. something troubled his mind A5 dugg
Hipsdlie 10, like you well 8. 11. I am ready to help you LRy
Wik 12. what you are willing to give {(#m iM%, 13. bring
back H[E]. 14. the lady whom you love &2 A, 15. 4,
16. have nothing to give #4haf8a. 17, if it may be as you say ¢ Jiig
WEPE. 18 % 10. serve you as. .. HEMEE. ..



26 ROBIN HOOD

“Then be happy,® Sir Knight,” said Robin.
“To-morrow shall be your wedding-day, if I have
anything to say about the matter.”?

“Ah, good Robin Hood, I will thank® you
with all my heart,”* said Allan-a-Dale.

Now tell me who the Iady is* and where she
lives,”’® said Robin.

“Her name,” replied Allan, “is the Lady
Christabel,” and she lives at Dale Abbey.”

“Well, then,” said Robin Hood, “you shall
stay® here to-day,” and rest'® with my men. So
you will be ready for the morning, and for'! the
news that I hope to bring.”!?

Very early next momuﬁ'” an old, old man
went down'* the road. He carried'® a harp'® on his
back, and he was going to Dale Abbey, where
there were to be gay doings.’” An old harper'® was
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always welcome,” for he knew so many good
songs and stories, and the country-people were
very fond of? music.*

But this old harper was Robin Hood. He
had said that Little John was to follow! him in
a few moments,® and bring twenty-four bold®
bowmen, who could shoot well with their long
arrows. They were all to wear’ their best suits of
Lincoln green for they might be required® to
attend a wedding.®

Behind!® them were to come Allan-a-Dale and
the monk from Fountains Abbey, good old Friar
Tuck. These two were to go together.!

Now, at Dale Abbey there was a great stir.!
The Lord of Hereford,'® in'* his most beautiful
coat of purple'® velvet'® and gold lace,'” was stand-

ing in the large hall and waiting for'® his bride,*®
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the Lady Christabel. But she was taking a long
time to get dressed.?

The Lord of Hereford was a proud man, and
he was not at all* pleased to see a poor harper
near the gates® of so grand a house as* Dale
Abbey.

“Send him away,”? said he. ‘“We want
no poor men such as® he at this house on such
a day.”

“Kind sir,” said Robin, who heard his words,”
“I am but a wandering® minstrel.® - I have come
to see the wedding, and perhaps I may please!®
some of your guests'! by my simple'? songs.”

The sound of voices brought the Bishop near,'?
and he looked at!* the harp.

“I love music,” said he, “and it is long since'?

I heard the harp. You shall play to us'® while we
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wait, my friend,” he said very kindly. But the
harper shook! his head.

“Nay, if I begin to? play we shall not hear
the bride when she comes. Please wait a little,?
until the wedding is over,”’

“You can go into the church,” then,” said the
‘Bishop. “Rest till the service is done,® and then
T shall enjoy’ the harp’s music.”

So Robin went into the big church. He sat
down quietly® in a corner,” where he could see, as
well as hear,'® what went on.'* Near him was an
old woman, who was quite ready to'? talk about
the Lady Christabel.

“Ah, she is a sweet'® young girl, the Lady
Christabel,””** she said. ‘“She is very young and
fair.’ But she is to marry'® one who'’ is both old

and ugly.'®* Have you seen him, harper?”’
g Yy
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“Yes,” said the harper. “And he is not kind
to the poor.”* '

“He is not kind to anybody,?” said the old
woman. ‘“Ah, but our dear young lady is not at
all happy. She does not wish® to marry him, you
see.* For she was very fond of a brave young
knight, named Allan-a-Dale, and we are so sorry®
that she cannot become his wife.”

“But why® may she not marry him, good
woman ? "’ asked Robin. '

“Dear sir, he is too poor, and her parents love
money. The ugly old man can give her gold, and
jewels,” and pretty dresses® as many as she wants.’
But Allan-a-Dale can only give himself.”’1?

The harper put down his harp on a stool,'
and was just going to'? ask'® another question,!
when somebody'? said:

“Hush! Here they come. Alas! our poor
Lady Christabel looks pale!® and sad. But see!’
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how proud the bridegroom looks!* And look®
how his friends smile with joy*!”

“Truly,* the man is too old for her,”* said
Robin. “She is beautiful enough to be the wife
of® young Allan-a-Dale.”

But now everybody® was quiet as® the bride
came walking up® the broad aisle’® of the church,
leaning'* on her father’s arm.

The Lady Christabel was all in white.'* Her
dress was of a silk'® that shone'* when the sun fell
upon'® it, and on her head there was a band of
gold,'® that!” held'®* a long veil'® in its place.?” On
her arms she wore?! many broad bracelets,”* and
she had a belt** of gold, in which there were many
lovely?** white stones.?*

But though?®® she was so splendidly dressed,*”
and though she wore so many fine jewels, she did
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not smile or look happy.! Her face was very,
very sad. Her eyes were on the ground,? and she
never once® looked up at her friends.

Indeed, it seemed to Robin* that her crosslook-
ing® father was almost® pulling her along towards
the altar,” where the bridegroom stood and the
Bishop waited with his book.®

Just then?® something very strange happened,®
for the harper came out from his corner, and
walked quickly up to the altar.

“I forbid!* this wedding,” he said, in so
loud'® a voice, that'® it could be heard all over'*
the church.

The Bishop looked at him in anger.'®

“Who are you, that'® venture to disturb!” this
solemn service®?” he asked. .,

But Robin took off'® the dull coat®* of the poor
harper, and, in all the finery?®! of his Lincoln green,
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he stood just behind! the Lady Christabel. Then,
putting his horn to his lips, he blew a blast?
that could be heard outside?® the grey walls* of
the Abbey.

“Who is this?”’ screamed?® Christabel’s mother.

“What does this mean®?”’ shouted’, her father.

For, at this signal,® Robin’s bold bowmen
came marching in,* and in their midst'® was Allan-
a-Dale. How fine and straight'' he looked!? by
the side of'®* the ugly old man near Christabel!
All the people who loved the girl'* smiled as they
saw Allan come in.

“Sirs, we shall have a wedding to-day,”*?
cried Robin Hood. ‘“See, here is the bride, and
here are two men. The lady shall choose'® which
of them she will have,'” and she shall have the one
that pleases her best.”’!®

1. just behind...@#E. .. 2. 2. blew a blast —#k. 3. could
be heard outside. . fREERHMS. .. 24 4o B 5. pEWL. 6. What
does this mean? gEMREE%. 7. BB B $E EAE. o came marching
in %@rﬁ,’.‘g 10, W], 1z @S 120 Bk, i3. by the side of. ..
..., % ..20. 14. who loved the girl Zit2cif+4%. 15. we shall
have a wedding to-day 44 1148 SLIGRY. 10, 3848 17, which of
them she will have fidfal ABVILAT R4, 18, the one that pleases
Ber best X BEHE 144 ~



34 ROBIN HOOD

Then the Lady Christabel looked up and
smiled. All at once! she felt quite brave, for she
knew? she was near some very strong® and good
friends. So she put her hand into that* of Allan-
a-Dale, and leaving® her father, she moved® to
Allan’s side, Then, together, they stood before
the angry Iéishop.

“We are waiting, Sir Bishop,” said Robin
Hood. “I beg of” you to begin.”®

“You may wait,” said the Bishop, “but I am
not ready. It is the law® that every one'’ must be
‘asked’** in church three times,'* before a marriage'®
can take place,'t and this has not been done.”'?

“Then stand on one side,”!® said Robin.
“If it does not please you to do your duty,'’
here is one who will perform it for you.'® Make
way for'® Friar Tuck.”
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Then the people stood back,' and up came?
Friar Tuck. He had put on® a white robe,* and
all the people smiled, for this was surely® the
jolliest friar they had ever seen.®

But the friar did not notice” their laughter;
for he went through® the whole service, and,
before he began it, he even “called the banns”
seven times instead of three.?

“Who giveth'® this woman to this man?” he
asked, and Robin Hood stepped out.!*

“I do,”'* he said, as he put Christabel’s hand
into that of Allan-a-Dale.

The bride’s father, who might perhaps have
put a stop to'* what he was doing,** could not

speak'?; for two of Robin’s faithful'® bowmen kept
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their hands on his lips, and held' him so tightly?
that he was not able to say a word.?

Thus Allan-a-Dale married the Lady Chris-
tabel, whom* he had loved for mbre than seven
long years. When the wedding was over,® they
turned at once® to Robin Hood.

“How good you are to us!”. they said. “We
shall never forget’” your kindness.®* And we shall
live with you® in the greenwood, where'® every
one is gay and happy all the day long.'*”

Then they went home'? with Robin, and in
the forest they lived very joyfully.’* They were
always happy, even'* when rain'® fell and dark
clouds'® came. |

But, of course,'” they loved the sunshine'® and
the flowers,'? and, best of all, they loved?® their
good friend*! Robin Hood.
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CHAPTER VI
Robin Hood and the Sheriff of
Nottingham
Now Robin Hood loved a joke! as well as
anyone else.? One day, as he wandered® about
the forest paths* he spied® a jolly fat butcher®
riding” to market® upon a very fine horse.®
“Ha! that is too good an animal for a
butcher,”*® said Robin. I should like to have
it.”** Then he called out' to the man: *Good-
morrow,'® friend. What food'* are you selling'??”’
“I am on my way to'®* Nottingham,'”” said
the butcher, “and I hope to sell the meat I am
carrying.’’'®
“How much do you want for it?"'* asked
Robin. ““And, at the same time,?” pray?®* tell me

¥

the price?® of the horse you are riding.’
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The butcher was rather glad to' do business®
so early in the day,® so he answered* quite
pleasantly :*

“For my horse, and for the meat which I am
carrying, I ask fifty-two shillings.® This is by no
means’ too much. And I shall be very pleased if
you agree® to pay this sum.”? |

“I will gladly pay it,” said Robin. ‘Come
and count!® the money, for I never made a better
bargain in my life.””** He paid'? the butcher his
money, and he bargained with him also for'® his
blue coat. '

Then, putting on'* the butcher’s coat, Robin
jumped on'* to the horse’s back, and with the
basket'® of meat rode off to'” the town. Then he
went into the market as if he were really a butcher,

and had stood at a stall there all the days of his

1. rather glad to... &b, .. 2. Va3, %, 3. early in the
day K. 4. %. 5. 44% 6. %4. 7. by no means #4840
9. to pay this sum ff{} 5l 2L 10, FF3E. 11, | never made a better
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life.! He soon became very popular with? the
good women who came round?® his stall.

“When other butchers no meat could sell,*
Robin got both gold and fee;?

For he sold more meat for one penny
Than others could sell for three.”8

“What is all this?” said some of the people
in the market.

“This must be some idle’ man,” said the
butchers, who began to ask each other who he
was.®  “Surely, he is selling his father’s stock,?
and he wants to clear his stall.””*®

But as they were very easy-going'' and jolly
men, they asked'* Robin to dine'® with them.

“Thank you,” said Robin. “I shall be quite

pleased to join'* your dinner.”
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Now the Sheriff! always had the dinner at his
house.? %O, when the time came,* the butchers
went there. And they went all the more* joyfully,
because® Robin had told them he would pay for
every one’s dinner*—“Even if? it cost® me five
pounds and more,””® said he,

“This is a madman,'®” said the butchers
behind his back.'* But the Sheriff’s wife, who
had heard of'* Robin’s doings'® in the market,
now thought'* she would like to make friends
with him.!?

“Come and see me whenever you are in the
town,”’ ¢ she said.

“Indeed I will,” said Robin.

Then the dinner was ready, and the guests'’
sat down, for they would enjoy themselves.'* And
the Sheriff, who was a sharp'® man, and liked a

1. P, 2. had the dinner at his house FRENDHEK.
3. the time came BZE, 5. 4. themore . 5. |, 6. pay for
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good bargain, thought he would now do a little!
business for himself.?

“My good fellow,” said he, “have you any
horned cattle® for sale,* such as® oxen and cows?”’

“Ay, Master Sheriff, that I have,” said Robin.

“And how many® may there be?”

“Oh, two or three hundred,” perhaps. And I
have also about® a hundred acres® of good free
land'® which you can have.”

The Sheriff was much surprised**. He opened'?
his eyes very widely,’® but he said no more.’* But
when the feast'® was over, he ran to'® pack!? three
hundred pounds in gold'® into a bag. Then he
saddled'® his good horse, and called Robin Hood
to join him.*

As they rode on?' to the borders®® of Sherwood
forest, the Sheriff began to think of his gold.

1. a little 2 8%, 2. for himself BIEH . 3. horned cattle #5 4
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“Dear, dear,”! said he, looking very uneasy,’
“this is the place for® robbers* -and outlaws.’
God save us from him® that’ is called Robin
Hood!™

“Ha, ha!” laughed Robin. “Are you so
afraid of®* him? Do not think about® him. Let
us go on talking,'® for this is a lovely'' place.”

But somehow!? the Sheriff was not quite at his
ease,'® as they went further'* into the thick" forest.
They rode side by side'®* whenever the trees were
thin,'” and the Sheriff could not help admiring'® the
pretty bushes'? that grew?® on either hand.”*

The sunlight played upon®® the branches, and
lighted up*® the little valley,”* in which about a

hundred good red-deer?” were feeding®® peacefully.*’
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“How do you like my horned beasts'?” said
Robin, as he stopped his horse,? and pointed® with
his whip* at the red-deer.

But the Sheriff did not seem to be amused.?

“What a mistake I made!”® he said to him-
self.”7 “Why did® I believe® what this man said'*?”

Then'! he became rather angry.

“I do not like either you or!* your horned
beasts,” he said. “This is a fool’s errand,'® it
seems to me,** and I wish I were sa;fely“ home
again.”’'® V

“Ha, ha! that is easier said than done, **
said Robin. And, raising'’ his horn, he blew
three blasts, which quickly brought his bowmen
to his side.'®

“What-ho!'® Little John,” cried Robin:
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I have brought the Sheriff of Nottingham
This day! to dine with thee®”

“He is quite welcome to me,””® said Little
John, “and I hope he means* to pay for® his food.
By all accounts,® he is a rich man; and his gold
will serve us well” for many a® day to come.”’

Then down jumped' Robin from his horse,
and he threw' his cloak'® on the ground; and
seizing'® the Sheriff’s bag, he poured out'* the three
hundred pounds which had been brought to buy
the horned beasts.

And now that the fun'® was over—

“Then Robin brought him through the wood,
And set'® him on his dapple? grey ;™

‘O, remember me to your wife!® at home!’
So Robin went laughing away.”

But the Sheriff did not soon forget?® Sherwood
forest or Robin Hood. Whenever he thought of?!
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Robin he felt' angry, for he did not like losing?
his money. |

So great was his wrath that® he went up to
London,* and asked the King to punish® the bold
robber. Henry the Second was now dead,® and
his son, Richard the First,” had become King.®

. It cost® a good deal of'® money then'! to go to

London from'* Nottingham, and this'® only made
the Sheriff feel more cross.’* But he put on'® his
best clothes,’* and he also put on his very ‘best
manners.’””  So he went into the King’s palace.'®

But though' he told his story?*® very plainly,**
the King did not take his part.”

“You are the Sheriff,” said Richard. “Can
you not look after*® your own®* town? The law is
in force.*” Go and try?® it*” on Robin Hood, lest,
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when I come to Nottingham, I' find? myself obliged
to be angry with you.”?

“Dear, dear,” thought the Sheriff. “It is of
no use to come to the King with stories like
these.* I had better go home® as quickly as I
can,® for I have only wasted my money in coming
here.” .

“Go home and look after your own affairs,®”
said the King.

“Yes, yes, I must see What can be done,” said
the Sheriff, and then he went home., But as he
went, he thought of a new way® of punishing
Robin Hood.

CHAPTER VII
The Shooting-Match

Soox all Nottingham' knew that a day had
been set apart!* for a great shooting-match.'* All
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the best shooters’ with bows and arrows were
asked to come, and everybody* was talking of®
the affair. Even in Sherwood forest Robin’s
bowmen had heard the news,* and they talked to®
Robin Hood about it.

“We wish we could go,” said they., “What
fun it will be! And we will make the people open
their eyes.”

But there was one man who did not wish to
go. He was anew comrade,” and he was called
David® of Doncaster.?

“] do not like the Sheriff,” he said. “I know
he is a most evil'® person,"* and he will do you
harm if he can.”

““There speaks a coward,’”’? said Robin Hood;
‘Your words do not please‘y‘""me.”

Come of it what will,’ I will try my skill
At yon brave archery.,””” '8

1§, HiE. 20 AAL 3. was talking of 28Rk, 4. I, WAL
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“QOh, let us all go together,” said Little John.
“I will tell you how we can avoid being known.!
Let us dress in?® different® clothes for that day’s
sport.* One shall wear white,” another® shall go
mn red,” and we will not dress alike.® So the
Sheriff will not be able to say who is who!”?

His words pleased the rest,'® and many suits!!
.of clothes were soon brought out from Robin’s
store.’* So, in the crowds that'® went to Notting-
ham, no one'* found out'®* which were Robin
Hood’s brave men.

The prize'® for which they'” were to shoot
was a beautiful'® silver'® arrow, and it*® had a
golden®* head.**
~ In those days®® English®* archers®® were very
famous?® all over the world.?” They were the chief?®
soldiers?® of England,*” and even in the reign of
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Henry the Eighth,' a band of archers was a
well-known sight in the King’s army.?

Now in the town of Nottingham there was
great excitement.®* All the men and women put
on their best clothes. Even boys and girls made
themselves look as pretty as they could,* for this
was to be a great festival.’

All the apprentices® carried sticks,” and they
laughed and shouted® as they waited® to see the
shooting.

The Sherift looked round the field,*® and he
seemed to miss something.'!

- “The only colour I do not see'? is Lincoln
green,” he said. “Are none'* &f Robin Hood’s
good bowmen going to try their skill? Why't
have they not come?”

“There are about eight hundred bowmen
here,” said his friends. Surely they are enough.”’*?
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i

“Oh, but we will just! wait a few moments,?
so as to® give Robin time to appear.”*

But after® waiting for some minutes the
Sheriff had to give the word to begin.*

“<Ay,” quoth the Sheriff,” and scratched® his head,
‘I thought he would have been here®

I thought he would, but, though he is bold,
He dare not'® now appear.””

All those who were going to shoot'' stood
round'? a large field. At the end of'® this field,
targets of many colours'* had been placed.’”” In
the middle'® of each target there was a white
spot,’ and round this were rings'® of red, and
yellow,'® and black.

The archers stood a good way off,?” and they

came up in turn*' to shoot. It was their business
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to hit' the white spot in the middle of each target.
Their friends, who had come to see their skill,
stood rcund, and cheered,? and shouted, as they
wondered who would get the prize.?

“Some said:* ‘I Robin Hood were here,
And all his men to boot,?

Sure,® none of them? could pasﬁég these men,?
So bravely do'® they™ shoot.””

Now Robin Hood, dressed in a red coat and
and long red stockings,'® stood near the Sheriff,
and he heard him say that “Robin dared not
appear.”’

“Ah, my fine fellow, before long'® you shall
find out't your mistake,’®” he thought. “For I
am here, surely enough.'®* And we shall see who
will carry off'” the prize.”

As the shooting went on'® the people became
more excited.'® They cheered and groaned®
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lIoudly,' as the men shot well or badly.? Each bold
bowman had many friends amongst® the crowd.

“Some cried ‘Blue Jacket!'* another cried ‘Brown!’
And a third cried ‘Brave Yellow!’

But the fourth man said, ‘Yon man in Red®
In this place has no fellow.” "8

The man in red was, of course,” bold Robin
Hood himself, and when the shooting ceased® it
was seen that® he had won' the silver arrow.

Now there was much rejoicing'* when he went
forward'* to receive'* his prize, for the men of
Nottingham were ready to'* praise'® good shooting
when they saw it. The Sheriff's good wife smiled'®
as she gave the beautiful silver arrow to the
country fellow'” who bent'* so low before her.

“I have seen this man before to-day,'*” she
thought. But she could not remember?® who he

H
was,
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When Robin and his merry men were back
again' under? their greenwood trees, he said:

“How I wish® that proud Sheriff could know
who has carried off his prize! I do not think he
would feel quite so happy* if he thought it
was [.7?

“Ah,” said Little John, “I know what we
will do. One of us® shall write a letter to” the
Sheriff, and it shall be sent at once to® Nottingham.
He must know that we were all at the shooting,®
and that you brought the arrow here.” !’

“That is good,” said Robin Hood. ¢ But
who is to take the letter?'* I will not let'* one of
you put himself into the power of that evil man.”’*?

“Pugh!” said Little John. “When you
please,’* it’s done with ease.’ So write you the
letter,*® and I will find the messenger.'’
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“eP’lI' stick® it on my arrow's head,
And shoot it into the town;

The mark must show where it will go,
Whenever it lights down.””?

“Well thought of,* Little John,” cried Robin.
“You are a clever® fellow; for no one but you
could® have invented’ such a splendid plan.”

And in the end,®

“The project, it was well performed;*
The Sheriff that letter had,"

Which,'# when he read,'® he scratched his head,
And raved! like one that’s mad.” 3

CHAPTER VIII
Robin Hood and King Richard 1

Wauex  Richard,'® who was called Ceeur-de-
Lion,'” came home'® from the Crusades,'®* or Holy
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Wars,! almost? the first person he heard about?
was Robin Hood.

“Robin is a very lawless® man,” the King was
told by’ his council.® “He ought really to be
caught and punished.””

Now?® Richard was a brave king, and he made
up his mind® that he would go and see Robin, and
have a talk with him.'*

“So, with a dozen!! of his lords,!®
To Nottingham he rode;*®

When he came there, he made good cheer,
And took up his abode.” !

But, in spite of all his efforts,'® neither he nor
his lords saw!” Robin Hood. They rode about the

lanes,'® but no Robin appeared.*®* Then, when the
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King was wondering what was to be done,' one of
his lords came up.?

“We must dress ourselves as monks,”* said
he. “I hear that Robin does not like* monks,
and it may be that,’ if he sees so many of them,
it may tempt® him to come out and make our
acquaintance.”’

“That is good,” said the King, “and we will
do it.”  So:

“From Fountains Abbey they did ride
Down to Barnsdale,®

Where Robin Hood prepared stood?
All company to assail. Y

When Robin saw this band'! of monks, he was
much surprised.™

“Here is a tall priest,'*”” he said, as he looked

at'* the King. *“In all my life T have never seen
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A B, 14, looked at .
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one bigger.! This must surely be an Abbot, for
he looks so grand.®”

“And an Abbot will be good company,”’®
laughed Little John, ““for his pockets* are often?
well lined with gold.®”

Then Robin sprang forward,” and seized the
King’s horse by the bridle.®

“Sir Abbot,” he said, “I am obliged to® stop
lordly people like you.'*”

“But I am a messenger from the King,'* and
he wishes to speak with you.”** So said Richard,
as he looked quietly at'® bold Robin Hood.

“God save the King, and all that wish him
well,** and may his enemies be punished!”'** cried
Robin, as he lifted'® his hat.

1. In all my life I have never seen one bigger $e o B IE A H
Wt (in all my life &:25). 2. looks so grand BRI 48 (grand
A). 3. will be good company ISk (SLEFRRME ST D).
4. #gE. 5. . 6. well lined with gold F#jfj&¢%. 7. sprang forward
DETR. 8. seized the King’s horse by the bridle $25 Jr e 2 4% i 1k
XK. 9. am obliged to.. HR... 10, lordly people like you &
Bz AmEE (lordly people #3%). 11. messenger from the King B
TR . 12 wishes to speak with you BAS&#EE. 13, looked
guietly at BB, 14. God save the King, and all that wish him well }
HHREFEAALLREE (all that .. ... 2 A wish him well B7% (5,
bim #g king). 15. may his cnemies be punished! mzﬁgﬁ‘.&?ﬁﬂﬁ%
(k). 10 B '
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“Do you say so?”’ said the King. “Surely
you forget that you are a traitor.’”

“I am no traitor; and, if you were not the
King’s messenger, I should make you take back
your words®?. None can say® that I have ever
hurt or done harm to* any man who® did not
require punishment for some misdeeds;® nor have
I ever annoyed the farmer at his toil,” nor shot
at® those who go a-hunting in the woods.”?

“But what about the monks,” my friend?”
asked the King.

“Ah, that is a different!* matter.*® They have
wronged'® me, and they can afford to lose.’* But

since'” I have met'® you, and you seem'” a man

1. Bk 2. should make you take back your words J§4 1 i
BiEE (take baclk giclal, WY, words 355, 45 surely. . .—3%). 3. None can
say A A EE. 4. have ever hurt or done harm to. . . @@, ..
5. any man who. .. f,... 2 A. 0, require punishment for some misiecds
HATEITH

zn

21 (require %.2%L misdeeds 7). 7. nor have [ ever

E

annoyed the farmer at his il $EREEB AN BIEZW (nor A R;
toil 455). 8. shot at §i. 9. those who go ahunting (==on hunting)

in the woods B hbHatrf. 10, what about the monks HA AN ]

. rno REL a2o #0130 gk YR 140 can afford to lose $2

Y (can afford HEpl). 15. since. .. H ... W% 16, i (meet 2
epENT. 17
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after my own heart,' you shall stay a little while?
with us, and taste of our greenwood cheer.?”

“The King, he? then did marvel much,®
And so did all his men;®

Thav thought with fear? w hat kind#of cheer
Robin would bring to them.”$

Then Robin took the King’s horse by the
rein,” and led him along the path,' till they came
to a tent,' or bower of green branches.'

“You are a King’s messenger,” he said, “and
as such'® you shall be well received.'* Nay, more:"?
for Richard’s sake,'® T will not take one penny of
your money.’

Then he blew a loud blast on his horn, and,

when the echoes!’ died away,'® a hundred of his

1. a man after my own heart #¥ k.02 A (alter my own heart /it
WA, 3. 2. stay a little while /4L,

1ia little while JI %)), 3. taste
4. ¥ king. 5. did marvel

of our greenwood cheer — B ks 400
much R, 6. so did all his men JE2 W £8 (so did- 3f marvel),

7. with fear fiif. 8 thought what kind of cheer R()Mn would bring

to them FHE RS E T el PR IR A (RN
SEAL Y. g. took the King’s horse by the rein ;[':U/f»!.!)za i
10, led him along the path ZZ &gy led 5880, 11 FL
EE tent T 3. f‘téﬁe‘;iz}?ﬁ' mes
14. shall be well received Fa ity 14t 135. Nay, more AR,
16. for Richard’s sake & Richard (A4 #iL. 17. B 18, died
away W&,
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men came marching up,' and bowed low to Robin
as they passed.?

“This is a wondrous sight,*’’ said Richard to
himself.* “This outlaw’s troop® behaves® better
and is mor; humble” than my soldiers; and the
Court®* may assuredly® learn manners from'® the
woods!”

The bowmen spread'! a carpet of green,'? and
on this they placed'® the dishes.'* There was
venison'® in a silver dish'®; there were fine fat
fowls,'” roasted to a turn”; and there were huge
pasties,'® brave?®® salmon,“ and many other
dainties,*® the sight of which?® pleased the
King’s eyes.?*

“Indeed, 1 never feasted better,*®”’ said
Richard; “and I have eaten in many lands.?¢”

1. came marching up JEPI 2. 2. $2iA. 3. wondrous sight 2§
BrBoh. 4. said to himself gEE. 5. Fk. 6. 3 7. kA
8. ¥%E. o §&. 10. learn mannersirom. .. EFER.. . 1L JEA (spread
—EHAREMNEESF E R RS S amEL, Elad BELER).
12. a carpet of green it 2B 13 404 14 BE F. 15 FER
SRR Z B, 16, #. 17. B, 18 roasted to a turn REKIF (to
‘aturn 434F). 1o EEERIZ—HAS. 200 B35 21 fE 22, 3Bk
23. $EPL LEEW. 24, pleased the King’s eyes {#E2H.  25. never
feasted better #2252 (least Bfk). 26, HUF.
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When Robin called them to drink the King’s
health,' Richard smiled, and drank to himself.?
After that they sat talking and laughing and
jesting,?® till the woods rang with their voices.*

Then, when the feast Was over, Robin told
his men to show® how they could shoot with the
long-bow.

““Shoot,” said Robin, ““as if you were doing it
before the King.”*

And Richard was so pleased that he clapped
his hands.”

““Such men as these are not seen every day,”®
he said; ‘““and I shall ask the King to pardon®
your wrongdoing,'® brave Robin, if you will
promise!* to serve him faithfully.'*”

“Ay, with all my heart;'* and I will also

answer for these my men,'* and we will gladly

1. to drink the King’s health 5T, 2. drank to himself
PSR, 3. 238 4. the woods rang with their voices i
WM. 5. %k, BE. 6. as if you were doing it before the King —
HHLHRBE T2 8 (were doing it §f shoot). 7. clapped his hands $%.
8. Such men as these are not scen every day LA TEHI %
(BHZH). o . 10 BB 11 . 12. to serve him faithfully
LHELgE (bim 45 king). 13, with all my heart $E 2. 14. answer
for these my men BEERT .
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spend our strength in his cause.” And as for you,
Sir Abbot, I like you so well that,? for your sake,?
I shall always now be friendly to* monks and
Bishops.?”

. Then the King stood up, tall and straight® as
he was, and he flung off” the monk’s robe which
he wore.®

“I am no priest,! good Robin,” he said
gently.'® “I am your Sovereign Lord,'! King
Richard.”
And as he spoke, Robin fell to the ground at
his feet;** but Richard bade him rise at once.'®

“¢ Stand up'* again!’ then said the King;
‘I'll thee thy pardon give.!

Stand up, my friend! who can contend'®
When T give leave to live?” 17

So Robin Hood stood up, and once more!'®
called upon'® his men to drink the King’s health.

1. we will gladly spend our strength in his cause EHEHMELH
(in his cause B2 ). 2. I like you so well that...FF8@E Mg
Y#k... 3. for your sake k. 4. be friendly to... B, . Ak,
5. 2% 6. #gE. 7. flung off . 8. F (wear Z2BER). o9 1
am no priest ZIEMEM. 10, iy, 11, Sovereign Lord #4. 12, fell
to the ground at his feet M2 L F. 13. bade (bid Zi &%) him
rise at once 444EI#E (at once 3 H). 14. Stand up #£3%. 15. I’ll
thee thy pardon give==1I will give thee thy pardon E ik, 16. 4.
17. give leave to live? ZFLLA:fE (give leave f05F). 18, once mone i,
. 19. called upon F.
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“Come,” said Richard, when they had finish-
ed,' ““let us march together to? Nottingham.”

As they went along the lanes® they were so
happy that they sang and laughed. But the good
people* of Nottingham were dreadfully afraid®
when they heard the noise.® |

“What can it be?”’” they asked. ‘“Has any
evil happened to our King?® Why did he go to
see that wicked’ Robin Hood?”

Soon the news spread'® that the King was
killed," and that Robin Hood was coming to burn
down'? the town.

“The ploughman® left the plough' in the fields,
The smith® ran from his shop ;¢

Old folks also, that!? scarce could go,'8
Over their sticks did hop.” 1®

But all these fears were forgotten?® when
Richard was seen, unharmed:*' and he told the

1. SESR 2. let us march together to.. EHABEREBHETE. ..
3. went along the lanes {58 @{T. 4. good people LR, 5. dreadfully
afraid 224, O w8, 7. What can it be? JER{IE. 8 Has any evil
happened to our King? FEHABER (evil #BE). o HE. 10, the
news spread WYEEE. 11. was killed #%%2. 1z. burn down #%.
13- A, 14. left the plough i#. 15 B 16 JE. 17 R4E
1% old folks.  18. scarce could go ¥ i (scarce #48). 19, Old folks
also over their sticks did hop (==did hop over their sticks) 3% M@
BT (stick B hop BEFT). 200 X (forget 23B405). 21 8.
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people how he'! had been in the greenwood as
Robin’s guest.

Robin Hood was riding by Richard’s side,?
and everyone knew that he was forgiven.®* Behind*
them were Little John and all the heroes® of
Sherwood! How the crowds® cheered when they
saw them!

One man alone’ did not enjoy the sight.®

“So Robin Hood is now in the King's
favour,”® said the Sheriff. “He is the man I
hate,'® for I have been robbed by him.*'”

“Ah, there is the Sheriff,”” said Robin, who
was ready to'’ shake hands with every one. “I
believe'® you hate me; but let us be friends,'* for I
intend'® to give you back' the gold which I took
frfom“you.”” '

The Sherift tried to look pleased.'®

1. told the people how he. . .5 AR . . 21k 2. was riding
by Richard’s side 8% Richard 3 EFi 7. 3. K. 4. Behind.. . %
2% 50 WHE. 6.0 AL 7. One man alone J}Eﬁ}fg‘w«/\ (alone ).
8. did not enjoy the sight A ILEM. o in the King’é favour 31
Bgk. 10, the man I hate 2 A, 11. have been robbed by him
EREHHR. 12 wasrteady to. BIEK. .. 130 AL 5. 140 letus
be friends B EEHE. 15. B 8k 16, to give you back. . . Bk, ..
17. the gold which I took from you JRFiNGEDIC 2 &6k 18, tried to
look pleased 85 1%: ¥kam.
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“I am glad you are so honest,”* he.replied.?
But as he put out his hand for the money,* Robin
said a word* which made him rather sad.?

“You owe me something® for that dinner in
the woods, Master Sheriff. And so” you must
ask® the King to supper’ at your house to-day.
Then T shall come, too,'® and join your party.”’*!

“A supper to the King means so much
money,”’'* said the Sheriff. DBut he only made
Robin laugh;'* and as he knew he would have to
do it if Robin said so,'* the Sheriff told his wife
about the supper. ‘

“How nice!”?® said she. “I will take care
that it is very good.”!®

So she went to the kitchen,'” and set about!®
preparing a fine feast for'* the King and his

nobles.??

1. I am glad you are so honest BMMMHEHRBEUESL 2 %
3. put out his hand for the money P F£#eE. 4 3 5. made him
rather sad fE{LIAREE. 6. owe me something FERATHI AR (owe &).
7. Bk 8. fEE. oo MREE. 10, FF. 11, join your party BUAE
2@ 12. A supper to the King means so much money #EHE
YRR EEYE.  13. only make Robin laugh EBESH 2. 14, he
would have to do it if Robin said so WM EEmHBLHEL2 (doit
81 said so {35 ask the king to supper).  15. How nice! (8. 16. 1
will take care that it is very good FeMfiE@HEE (take care EE).
17, BRE. 18, set about 4%, BE.  1u. preparing a fine feast. . . 5. ..
FMEzEE. 20 A
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The only person' who did not enjoy the
supper was the Sheriff. For all the time that® he
was counting what the things would cost,* and as
hewas *very mean,* he was quite sorry to see
'so many good dishes.

But Richard and his friends enjoyed the
supper, and the Sheriff’s wife was quite delighted’
to have such grand visitors® in her house.

When the King.left” the town to go back®
to London, all the people came out to see
him pass,” and they were surprised’® to find!!
that Robin Hood was once more'” riding by
his side.

“He behaves as if'* he were a lord,” said
everybody who saw him.’* For many of them
had forgotten that Robin was really'® and truly*® a

lord’s son.

1. The only person B—2A. 2. For all the time that...§¥5...
Z®E. 3. was counting what the things would cost %P2 Bk
4 HPE. 5. B%. 6. grand visitors KZ. 7 B (leave ZBAR).
8. togoback B, o @ 10 BTH. 1. K. 12. once more A,
f- 13 behaves as .. BBIHE... 14. everybody who saw him
HAE#2Z A (everybody AA. BA). 15 . 16, B
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CHAPTER IX
Robin Hood’s Death

Bur good King Richard Ceeur-de-Lion did
not live very long after his meeting with' Robin
Hood, and, in his stead,” Prince® John reigned
over England.

Now Prince John did not like Robin: he
meant to do him an injury* if he could. So when
Robin knew this, he left London, and went once
more to the woods,” where he lived safely® till”
he'was quite an old man.

When Robin’s hair was white, he was still so
firm® and upright® that no one knew how many
years he had lived in the world."®

But there came a day when'' he found'? that

he was not so strong as he had been.'*

1. did not live very long after his mecting with. .. f{ 8. .. HiB%R
ARl (ive ffE). 2. in his stead {8fF (EESIETE). 3. S
4. meant to do him an injury BEEWH (njury #F). 5. went onc
more to the woods #HF k. 6. g2 7. B85 3 BR. o B
10. no one knew how many years he had lived in the world %% A g
MWEBEFE (E4MmEE). 110 there came a day when... 285,
vz, &, 4 (find 2B 3:8). 13, not so strong as he had been 44
2k
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“<Alas! T cannot shoot one shot more;!
My arrows will not flee.” "2

So said Robin -Hood to Little John. Old
age was beginning to tell on him?® at last,* and he
felt very ill.?

Taking Little John with him,* he went to see
a cousin of his, who was Prioress’ of Kirkleys,® in
Yorkshire. She was skilled in® healing,'” and he
thought she might be able to make him well.*

But she was a wicked woman, and she had
had some grudge against Robin.'* Perhaps he had
at some time'?® robbed priests who were her friends.

She pretended'* to be very kind, and took him
into'® the Priory,'® while Little John waited!” in
the garden. She told Robin that she thought she
had better let some of his blood out,'® as was

1. shoot one shot more F—4f. 2. arrows will not flee §FRfER
#. 3. Old age was beginning to tell on him FZRFERERBE RN,
=2En A (old age i tell on. . PRI .. 4 at last jA4g
L felt very il gy, 6. Taking...with him §§.. 84 7 RBEZHE
. 8 4. 0. skilledin. . f5ES. .. 10, F88§.  11. to make him
well %745, 12. bad some grudge against Robin JA 2 4M. 13. at
some time AjBE.  14. {BfE #E5. 15. took him into.. . BE{EA ...
16. JBRE.  17. . 18. had better let some of his blood out 4%
(4% Robin) Hif #3F.
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often done by doctors in those days.! But she
bled him so much that? he never rose from his
" bed any more.?
He just managed to* blow his horn, and Little
John broke into® the house, and came to his
bedside.® He was so angry with? the Prioress that
he vowed® to burn down the whole house, but
Robin shook his head. *

“‘Now nay,? now nay,” said Robin Hood,
‘That boon T'll not grant thee.!”
I never hurt woman in all my life,!
Nor'? man in woman’s company ;'
I never hurt fair maid' in all my time,'
Nor at my end shall’it be,’ " 16

Then Robin asked for his bow,!” and he shot
an arrow feebly'® through the window. Alas! it
did not fly so far as'* the one he had shot at.

1. was often done by doctors in those days JeB E3MiFT B 5. 2. bled
(bleed 2 i3:5%) bim so much that. . EEMmMREZEHE. .. 3 never
rose (rise 2B #3%) from his bed any more AH LK (any more §, f]).
4. just manage to EIEEELL. .. 5. broke into A, 6. BRI 7. was
angry with...#J. 8 #. ¢ Now nay 4##.  10. That boon
T’ll not grant thee==I'll not grant thee that boon & TFF kLK S (grant
%, $2 85 boon ). 11, Inever...inallmylife b goig. .. 12 ’
A (B#A hurt). 13, man in woman’s company B B2 A (B
EkHiiEEE). 14, Pk, 15, inall my time 4. 16, Nor at my
end shall it be=% M LHR TR (at my end S it 5L AFMESR).
17. asked for his bow £H5. 18 40, 55 19 sofaras.. g ..
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Whitby in the days of his strength.! It uonly fell
among the flowers? in the garden.

“Where it falls,”” said Robin, there shall”
my grave be.”’?

“‘Lay me a green sod* under my head,’
And another® at my feet;
And lay my bent? bow by my side,?
Which. was my music sweet,””’?

So died bold Robin Hood,'* and was buried'
in the Priory garden at Kirkleys. His men came
to see him buried,’* and all the country-people
mourned for!® him. On his tomb'* were written
these words:

“Here, underneath!® this little stone,
Lies Robert,'® Earl'? of Huntingdon.
As he, no archer e’er was good,’®

1. the one he had shot at Whitby in the days of his strength {4k
AR Whitby i4f#% (the one #5§5: in the days of his strength #E4R).
2. fell among the flowers FEHFEZ . 3. Where it falls, there shall
my grave be FFFBEEUATN (U IEFD. 4 MUEBZE. 5 lay
me. ,.under my head BHRE. . . AIHT. 6. HAth (45 green sod). 7. &
8. lay...by my side &. . . JA$0. 0. music sweet=sweet music §f %
Y &4, 10, So died bold Robin Hood B¢ A EHERETIER (died.
LW BT P E TR 11. ZE. 12. came to see him buried &z,
13. mourned for &, 4. 14. H. 15. underneath...#...2F.
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And people called him Robin Hood
Such outlaws as his men and he
Aga may England never see.”!

His memory has never faded from* Sherwood
Forest and his other greenwood haunts.* There
are p]e;ces named after him,* such as® Robin
Hood’s Bay® in Yorkshire, where he kept some
boats, to spend summer evenings on the sea.’”

It is true that Robin Hood was an outlaw
and a robber. But he lived in rough, wild times,®
and he was in many ways® a noble and honourable*
man, and so he won his place!! as one of the heroes
of old England.

1. Such outlaws as his men and he again may England never see
TN B2 G W Ak KB TR I (again F). 2. His memory has
never faded from. . BREZRES LB, . (memory & faded
Yo, FE). 3. HLAL 4. named atter himv PLIEZ 454, 5. such as
skin. 6. #¥. 7. to spend summer evenings on the sea g
B&. 8 lived in rough, wild times BHEEF 2/, o in many
ways RS HM. 10. 3E. 11, won his place 34 B2 it
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