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OFFICIAL HISIDRY 
of the 

463RD AERO ~UADRON, 
UNITillD STATES Amcr • 

ORGANIZATION 

The . personnel of the 463rd Aero Squadron was ·reoruited at Fart Logan; 

• 

Colorado, Reoru.1t Depot, from volunteers who enlisted in the period from July 24th 
. to August 1st, 1917. Tb.is group, to whioh Qther volunteers from time to time 

. . were added, formed the base of the present unit. They oame- prinoipally from the 
111ddle· \Vestern s tates and particularly from Oklahoma, l{ansas, ltabraska, and Iowa.· 
On AugUst 3rd., ·1917, the group of volunteer reorui ts entrained for the new 1'1111- · 

. tary Re·serva.tion to be lmown as Kelly Field, s outh SaJ.1 Antonio, · and vvhere after 
a long hot. journey of three dB8a and the sultry welcome of the Texas sun they 
arrived to mee.t . their first real military ex.perienoe • . Upon detra1ri1ng the re
cruits \Vere marched to a quarantine oamp, a·ssailed. enroute by all manners of jeers, 
hoots·, and witticisms from other rookies, who, it was learned, had arrived a few 
d~s before • . Upon reaching the quarantine oamp the men were assigned t~ a double 
row of kliaki tents, where they were quartered for a period of ten da¥s pandin~ tha
development of' 0011tag~ous diseases and where at the same time they underwent a , 
series of inooulations against typhoid fever and smallpox. - . 

'lthe · organization of '· the squad.ron began irrmediately and the w11t \Vas 
designated as the 5lst Provisional Aero squadron. Confirmation orders .came from 
Headquarters a few dB8S later making it the 5lst Aero squadron; a fledgling, ·but · 

· nevertheless destined to a sturdy growth and a part to PlS3' which should end only 
~· when Germany should fall and the Rh.1110 was reached. 

John Pollock, a serge.ant awaiting commission. was assigned as the first . 
Commander. The squadron after several d~s reoaived its much needed equipment 
and with a few deys drill and.· lectures on military courtesies began to take on 
the appearance of a military organization. For the .f'irst time in their lives ... 
these men from all walks of civil life realized that they were soldiers of the 
United states Army. I 

I ,. 

Quarantine being lifted, the squadron was removed to barracks where 
many more oonvenicnoes were at hand and liberty to visit San .Antonio was granted. 
About this time, August 23rd, a telegram was reoeived from the Chief s ignal ot-

. f'icer designating the organization as an Aero con~truotion St1uadron with Maj or i, 

· Edward L. Hoffman in oormnand. ' ... 

_ 011 ·september 2nd I»taj or Hoffman was relieved of -command of the sc1uadron 
by Captain Frank H. Maguire who initiated immediate preparations for serv1oa . 
overseas. Transfers were many, and altho the original group remained in predom
inanoe, the organizat ion became a unit composed ot mn from more than one half 
ot the states of the Union. After a period ' of strenuous drill the squadron par
ticipated 1n a grand review, aiong with seven other construction squadrons, ' 
before captain Whe~le who decided that the troops were suftioiently trained and 
·disoiplined for service overseas. conse~uently the eigh~ squadrons were placed 
under travel orders; full equipment was drawn and everything made ready for. 
departure. Instructions to e_ntrain for tl10 aviation camp at Mineola , Long Ialand, 1 

were received on ~eptember 15th , 1917 , but w1fortunately departure was delEcy"ed 
until three o•olook, September 17th when at last two long trains bore the eicht 
oonstruotiob squadrons and their aoooutrements aw~ from the yards of south san -
Antonio and launched this unit on the first phase .of the long journey whose final 

' 
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destinat1~n was not to be gained until seventeen months later when it oamped· on 
the heights of coblonz overlookinb the Rhine. , 

• • • ,.. - 1)27 
Our trip aoross tl:e United States was made interesting by mai1y nov..eti U 

events. .Amerioan enthusiasm now fully awakened was evinced in a hundred ways. · 
At Texarkana, Chattanooga, and Roanoke, we stopped to parad.e £or the benaf1 t ol the 
reoru1 ting campaign, then in full swing, and everywhere our..: pass1ng was heralded, \Vi th 
oheers and hearty wishes for our future welfare. 

The squad~on arrived at Mineola on septambe~ 21st, 1917, ·and was assigned 
to tented quarters on Hazelhurst Field No. 2, opposite the famous Mead.o~brook Polo 

· Grounds. The three weeks oooupanoy of this post ~ passed very quickly, the squadron 
. ' ..... -·taki ng advantage of evory minute in preparing itself for overseas scrv1oa. ~m 

.day's routine; was cro'Wded \Vith formations and drills of many kinds and with leotures 
on many subjeo~s relating to the .military life. A high standard of effioienoy had b 
been set for the squadron and its rapid assimilation of the new studies, its still 
more rapid adaptation to the Oalnp lite augured a . suooessf'ul luni t; ·while the reoeipt 
of' the last items of· equipment inoluding oonstruotion tools and appliances pointed 
to a speedy release to Franoe. . r .. 

Du.ring the brief st~ at Mineola many e11joyable hours were spent \Vi th the 
peopl~ Of ttineola, Garden City, and Hempstead. The hospitality they offered and 
the rnany courtesies they extended to tl1e soldiers by opening their homes, providing 
entertainments ar.d amusement not only helped the spirit of the times, but instilled 
a deep gratitude in the hearts Of the men who will always hold them 1n the highest 
es taE111. · 

• 

On Ootober 10th, 1917, word was passed thru the camp that the eight oon
struct1on squadrons were to ' leave for overseas servioe. Every preparat1·on for de
parture was made and. dur:il1g tile afternoon of ootober 11th, the off ioial order oam.e 

;to break oamp. The_ packing of squadron equipment, tha preparing of f 1nal reports, 
and various otmr aot1v1t1as that are necessary in the movement of troops lasted 
all that night. By noon of the following dc:w- the entire camp was ready to depart, 
but 1 t was not until six o 'olook that evening that tha plan · of procedure was made 
known. I 

_Aooordingly at 12: 35 a.m. ootober 13th, 1917, the squadron l eft camp in 
heavy marching order, hiking thru the mud and darkness to Garden Oity, Lons Island, 

i wl19re a troop train stood in readiness to convey them to the port of er!lbarkation. 
At deybreak a terry oarried tl:em from Lone; Island City to Pier 54 at the foot ot 
Tenth Avenue., ?Tew York City where tha s.s. Pannonia was awaiting to take these 

. soldiers .. overseas. Behind olosed doors and without, any speotaoular farewell or 
goodbye soenes, tha men ma.rahed onto the boat and at 10s 30 a.m. on tha morning of 
October 13th, tha transport passed the s tatue of Liberty boUnd tor Franoe.' A little 
wq out into the ooean tM vessel was inoorporated into a oonvoy of fifteen ships, 
~ome carrying troops, · others freight and supplies, aooompanied by one battle: oruia
er whioh was to proteot the. convoy against enemy seaoratt. At tour o•olock in the 
aft ernoon tha ships having plaoed themselves in proper position· were soon sailing 
under fUll -steam for tho old world• · 

ORO 'SnfG mE ATLANTIC 

The first ten days were unevanttul and pleasant, the sea was oalm, the 
sun shone fran a beautif'u.l ~lue sky dotted only \Vith white olouds. Many pleasant 
hours ware s1~nt on the deoks of t he ship and ·the spirit of these new soldiers was 
wonderf'ul. Evon wl th bad food am. their orcnvded quarters they were contented, 



I 

' I 

and soon aooustomad themselves to theso new .conditions. In due time the men were 
assigned. to t .he lifeboats and rafts, drills· were organized to tao111 tate orderl..v 

· movements, lookou.ts were posted, smoking ms prohibited on deck, .. all lis-hts were 
carefully soreened; and as f'urtmr proteotion, a gunner' manned a six jboh gun' on 
the stern of th~. boat. , ' G tJ O 2 8 . 

. 
On the evening of October 23rd, the sea began to roll ocnsiderabl~· 

There was a heavy rain and when the morning of the 24th dawned the ooean was a 
rag-1ng mass of water and foam. It was a storm su.oh as t .l-ia orew had not encounter
ed in eleven years. It soattere~ the oortvoy in every direction and for twelve · 
hou.rs the ship was forced to turn its nose westward and head into the gale. After ~ 
thirty-six hou.rs tre storm abated and tm sea oalmed. allowing the vessel to pro- · 
oeed. Vie ware now 1n t}?a danger zone sailing toward .. the nearest port · unesoorted. 
About ten o 1olock on the morning of October 27th a welaooie sight greeted the ship's 
passeng-ers. !I.'Ro British destroyers ware making for us to oonvoy the ship into a 
nearby port. At one o•olook on the same~· the high hills off tha northern coast · 

1 of · Ireland were sighted, and for the first time in fourteen days land was seen. :~ 
· The ship entered. a little port named Look Souilly at five o 'olook: that evening but 

remained at this plaoa only two. hours when orders to prooeed onward were reoeived. , 
At seven o 'olook the Pa.nnonia onoe more started out and at six o •olook Slllld~ morn-

, ing, ootober 28th, 1917, we dropped anohor in Belfast harbor. The vessel remained 
at that plaoe until . midnight, when tha anobor was hoisted and the· 1ast lap ot the 
voyage was made. It was a quiat uneventful trip across the Irish sea, and _by 
midday, ootobar 29th, tha oi ty of Liverpool, .cJlgland was sighted. At high· tide ~ · 
the ship entered tm harbor, niade its way dONn the Mersey River and at frur o. olock 
the same at"ternoon fifteen hundred men sat their feet on growid tor tbl first · time 
in sixteen dS\VS• A train was waiting at the station to transport tm troops aoross 
England and ,all were sent on to Oamp Borden, with the exoap~!on of a detail .compos
ed ot ttvelve men under First Lieutenant o. H. Ohiloon. This detail remained four 
weeks . . in !L·iverpool, unloading, checking, and arranging for the reshipping of the 
equipnent of tm eight uon struotion s · .squadrons to Frame. ' 
•. 

IN BMGLAND 
• 

. .. 
In the early hrurs of the morning of ootober 30th, 1917, in a pouri.tl~ 

rain the train reaomd ~Camp Borden, wlsre the troops were to \Vait for futher oNersi 
. The first air raid was experienced hare on tha night of October 30th, 1917; 

when Gorman raiders .visited London, thereby causing the alerte to be sounded in tha 
outlying districts. , . 

on November 1st, 1917, the squadron entrained for southampton and upon 
arrival. embarked for ·Le Havre ·on the tranaport H.M~s. Viper. At Le Havre quarters 
were seoured at a rest oamp where tl:e men \Vera granted a ~ for reouperat ion before 
the monotonous and tediOlls Journey whioh, howavar, had not dampened the spirits ot 
the men 'Who were buoyed up by the expeotanoy of the future. ~·our d&ys and tour -
nights of tiresome travel on a train of bµmpy box oars brought the 5lst Aero Squadron 
to its· first post of duty 1n France • 

. TIIE THIRD AVIATIC!I lliSTRlCTION CENTER, FRAliOE .. 

This oantonment is situated, at a distance some eight kilometers to the' 
north o-r Issoudun (Ind.rel a o1 ty of fifteen ·thousand 1nhab1 tants, where LaPeyette; 
the great :irrenoh general, maintained reoru1 ting headquarters for his Amerioan a:t'!ey' 
during th.a war ot our Revolution. 1be purpos& of' this oenter vas to instruct and 
train military aviators tor the front, tba oourse b 1ng arried out 1n its various 
stages in eight separate fields . oenter1Dg about the main camp. A hangar was · assign- 1 

ed. as quarte rs tor the squadron and here the man a·ndured many hardships due to in- l · 
suftioient housing, yery inadequate tao111ties for drying their clothe~, wh1oh were 
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.. ,, alw~s water soakOO. ftom the incessant rains and laok of proper foot waa.r. 
Construction work began at onoe. At that time only a i'ew barracks and hangars 
had oeen erected, a mare skeleton of what was to follow. At tirst the entire , . . 

" squadron was J.etailed tor road· operations at whioh 1 t o cm. tinuEKJ.. to a greater, or .... 4;) g 
less extant whila at this station. As tine went on details were plaa_ed on variou·a"' f;1' 

phases o£ the work, w.oh as barraoks, eleotrio&l , ·water works, narrow guage rail
rq, and struoturaJ. steal oonstruotion. Several sergeants were placed in charge of 

-< groups qf German prison.ere, while six ohau.fteurs were temporarily transferred to ·. 
the. transportation service. In four months time, against terrific odds in ~ the wq 

- of adverse weather oondition:s urlder whioh the man were obliged to work at all times, 
1nsu£f1o1ent equipment ~or construction ·work, and lao~ ot organization, a small o1ty 
with a water systeD:I supplied by water ·tower one hundred feet 1n height, to whioh 
were oonneoted several sub-reservoirs; an eleotrio light plant, paved streets, two 
spacious Y.M.O.A.\ huts ~ and a oomrnodious Red Cross establishment, a hospital, 
Quartermaster depot; maohine shops, barz•aoks, and hal1@;a.rs had bae11 oonstra.oted in 
one of the muddiest holes in Franoe. The largest and most important enterprises 
. . ' 

attempted by the squadron \Vere the ereoti.on and c~ompletio~ of both the hospital and 
Red cross units for wh~oh the organization reoeived muoh praise and approbation 
from the off ioers in charge ot the field. Assistanoa was also lent to other organ
ization engaged in the oonstruot1on of hangars, Y.M.O.A. huts, and maoh1ne shops; 

C' • 

~hile a pioked detail established an unequaled record in the ereot1on of portable 
barraoks. \. 

. 
After six ·weeks of existanoe in the hangars the squadron was moved to 

nm.oh more comfortable quarters in barraoks. If the inolement conditions under wh1oh 
the men were obliged to live are given, oonsideration it was indeed surprising that 
serious illness did not 'prevail to a greater extent. However, a str1ot quarantine 
was maintained at all times \9hioh aocounts for the faot that no dangerous contagious . 
disease beoa.me epidemio, exoepting the prevalenoe of measles and mumps. About this 
time, in aooordanoe with the reorganization of the Air service , tha squadron was 

• i 

designated as the 463rd Aero Sq1tadron . 

' 

It was at tl1is post ~ that the first Christmas in Franoe was spent and it 
will alw~s be -remembered . 11ost of the rnen received Christmas paokages from home, 
and. tm Y.I1iI.C.A. and Red cross brought obaer into the oamp by distributing a Christ
mas box to every man, and . a viotrola to evt3ry squadron. 

I . 
. 

Foo~ball teams ware organized and many interesting contests were enjoyed · 
on sundays and holida_ys. u , 

The surrounding country was :f.'illed \fith many plaoes of interest from a 
h1storio~ standpoi~t, all ot whioh the men were able to see before leaving • . 

( I 

The squadron suffered the loss of one man while at the Third Aviation 
Instruction Cen~er, sergeant First Class ~alby N. Orang, from Clinton, Illinois. . 
He died December 28th, 1917 of ·pnewnon1a oontraoted while engaged in work on the pas~. 
He was a man o~ tine charapter and his loss was keenly felt by all the men ot the 
squadron. On December 31st, he was buried with full military honors at the post 
cemetery. "r • 

. . 
BY the first of . February oonstruotion work at this post was fast ooming ~~o 

a olose and 1 t was made known that the oonstru.ot ion squad.rons would soon be leaving 
to' perforin similar duties at other posts in France. 

on Fabru.ary 23rd, 1918 this 'organization reoaived orders to prooeed to > 

Oolombey-les-Balles (Meurthe-et-Mosalle) at whioh plaoe the First Air Depot was to 
' 

be oonstruoted. It was in the zone of Advance and near tha front, so orders to 
.. 



' 

, 
move to suoh a looation were raoaivad with no little excitement, and with 

muoh satistaotion by every .man Of the squadron. At six 0 1olook in the morning Of 
February 24th, after having spent · thG entire night in paoking, the squadron entrain
ed at the post depot and by 7:30 a.m. were on their WSN north. · It required two d~s 
and nights to oompleta tba journey and at 6 0 1olook on a oold, raw morning, the 
squadron detrained at the little tovm of Barisey-la-Oote, whioh was about · one · kilo- · 
mater from the new post. After a breakfast of hot ooffee and bread the man marched 
dO\vn the road to their new station, the first Aero sq12adro11 of its kind to aome into 
the zone of Advance. 

I 

' 
THE FIBST AIR DEPOT 

This ,post. lUJd already been organized and a few barracks ereoted, but it 
was only a start on the proposed projeot so a big taslt was in store tor this oon
struotion squadron. 'l\venty-fouF%wWre allotted £or the men to get settled and the 
day after our arrival operations .began. A orushed stone road leading from a main 
highw~ into and thru the camp \Vas started. Barracks, shops, and bombproots ware 
a part of the program and these were all under Wey 111 a short time. ; During tha 
first three \vaeks inoessant rains and considerable snow handicapped the work to some 
extent; but very little time was lost, and in four weeks muoh had been acoomplishad. 
one kilometer of crushed stone road.,· wide enough for two vehioles to pass, had been 
built, five barracks, two shops and warehouses, and six Swiss huts were erected. A 
detail of six men also received their first lessons in the art of oamquflaging, 
whioh experienoa proved of great value. 

I 

By the middle of April a su!fioient number of barracks to house the muoh 
needed meohanioal and olerical personnel, shops for the aeroplane work ware ready 
so onoe mora the squadron awaited orders to prooeed to a new project. 

\Vhile at the First Air ~pot captain Frank H. l\iaguire rejoined the · 
squadron thereby assuming oommand and relieving First Lieutenant ·c. H. Chilson, 
but owing to orders placing him on detaohed service at another post ha was with 

r the organ'ization ODly a few d8\)TS• -
• • 

on .AJ?ril 15th ordors from Advanoe seotion, Air servio~ ordered the · squad
ron to a new station. Five truoks, a motoroyole , and a Fiat touring c~r were add
ed to our equipment·. With these and a complete set of oonstruotion tools, whioh 
had been received while at the First Air Depot, the unit prooeeded to its new stat
ion. 

. . COL01'113EY AIRDROME 
' . 

. This post was looated one kilometer east of colombey-les-Belles, and 
two kilometers. from tl1a First Air Depot. It was an entirely na\v proposition and · 
the squadron operating by· itself for the first .time was to build a flying field 
on two ~ndred aoros of Frenoh farm land, and to ereot barracks, shops, and han
gars necessary for the operations of four Bombin{; Squadrons • 

.. 

• Owing to weather oonditions whioh were partioularly bad at that time ot 
the year, it was impossible to do any work on the field, so the entire squadron 
began oonstru.oting barracks. The were to be buil ~ in a pieoe of woods just across 
from the flying field. They ware placed in rows of five, with one hundred feet 

. between eaoh, and also irregular as to placing . The roofs were ooverod with ever
gr een boughs and this, together with the irrogular alignment and natural forest, . 
made an exoeptionally wall oamouflac;ed oamp. 

, 
. . 
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BY ll~ lst 'weather oond1tions 1ohanged which permitted work on the flying 
tleld t~ begin. To put this field into good oond1t1on it was neoessary ·to plow, .... 0 3 harrow, drag, roll, and seed the entire ground. · Three traotors, two 4-share plow~ 
tv10 diso harrows, and six rollers beoaine a part of our ec1uipme11t, all being used in 
the oonstruotion of the field, and twenty horses from a veterinary hospital at 
Neufohataau were also used in this work. A detail of thirty-five men with all this 
aquipment \Vorked night and d~ for seven weeks preparing this flying field. It was 
no small taslr. There were many.hollows and small ditches to ba filled in; there 
ware n1any ridges and knowles to be out down, all of whioh required muoh hard. \VOrk, 
insenuity, and interest in the part of men assiconed to this work. rib.en the maohin-
ecy baoame broke11 the men of this datail repaired it, various pieces of farm mach
inery ware aotually made and put into use by these men. 

' 
, The hauling of material, supplies, and equipnent necessitated more ~rans-

portation which after muoh effort was obtained. ~en 3-ton Liberty trucks were add
ed to the squadron. transportation. The organization now had. a total of nineteen 
pieces of transportation, thus making it a very mobile unit, and 'vith this and all 
our equipnent the squadron could suooessfull.y handle any pieoe of oonstruotion work 
laid out for it. · 

' 

By the t:irst of July this Airdrome was in a completed state. In the 
little forest above mentioned , twenty-five barracks and mess halls with a dozen 
l'Iissen lm.ts scattered bet\veen them had been areoted. A field of about two hundred 
and f .ifty aores had been plowed, harrowed, rolled, and seeded with five tons of 
grass seed. Along one side of the field and in tha edee of the forest twelve han
gar siteo had been cle4'3.red. b'ifteen hu11dred feet of oru.shed roclt road was also 
built thru the oamp and many snall stone and oinde~ paths connected the buildings. 
A stone parlring space one hundred by t\VO hundred f'ifty roet from wl1iol1 a road l ead 
to a machine shop was also part of the projeot. (See map colombey Airdrome). u 

. { 

outside o~ regu.lar duty many enjoyable hours were spent both by the men 
and. officers while at this post. Basa ball · games 'were frequent, gamos being pl~- · 
ad with other squadrons both at our field and at other posts. The fourth of July 
vvas oelebrated in su.ol1 a wey as never to be forgotten. Atl1elet1c contests ·were 

. I 

indulged in durin3 the mornil\S and at noon t he lne11 and officers met together out 
in t he open u11der oover of t m opo11- forest \Vhere they enjoyed their fourth of July. 
dinner. 

There are· tv10 other ind iden ts deserving mcnt ion wh1oh oocured while the . 
squadron was operating at this place. One was t he ins~allation of a Y.M.C.A. with 
Reverend George D. Egbert of Flushiµe;, l 1ew Yorlt: as its secretary. He· came during 
the week operations at this post· started and remained until the squadron left in 
July. Dootor Egbort in his oonneotion with the organization thru this medium 
proved a great asoet. lie was a hard. and faithful worker. He ostabl1shed a night 
school for tl1e men, provided entertainment, and did everythine; in his power to 
make the mens leisure hours pleasant and ·profitable. His leaving the s .uadro11 to 
roturn to the United . states was keenly felt by all~ 

Tl1e arrival ot the 103rcl Labor company was another inoident whioh ·oan- · 

• 

not be overlook~d· The company oomposed of t wo hundred Moroooons, dressed in their 
native attire, with seoond Lieutenant William H. Parr, a veteran of this war as their 
Co~ding Officer, was witnessed with muoh ·ouriosity. They, however, proved to~be 
good worlrers and in the building of tho roads and performing other labor duties that 
relJ.uira litt~e skill r end&red valuable assistance 111 expediting the \VOrlt. ' 
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While at this post seoo11d Lieute11ant Arthur II. Hod.d1o1c who had been with · 
the squadron s1noe January 14th, 1918, was trans~erred to the First Air Depot as 
Post Adjutant. · . . ·r_ ~~03 : 

First. Lieutenants L. L. Holmes, J. K. Willcox, w. w. Bryne, and seoond 
Lieutenant Henry G. Wilson were attached to the squadron at this post, but owing 
to the demand for officers on other projects the .last-named ware sent to otbor 
posts upon the oomplation of the Colombey A1ra.roma. ~ Captain F. H. hlaguire also 
returned and assumed the duties as commanding Offioor of the squadron relieving 

. First Lieutonant o. H. Chilson. · 

During the last three weeks at this plaoe many restless nights were 
spent due to the ~ir raids carried on by the Gernnns. Thoy wero a nightly ooour
anoe but two large bombproof· shelters capable of holding a hundred men eaoh offeJ'.ed 
ample proteotion and fortunately n~ one was injured. 

\ . 
... · on July 16th this · Air Field being ready for occupancy the squadron r3oeiv

ed ord.ers to prooeed to st. Blin (Haute-Marne ). 

t 

ST. BLll~ Am. FIELD 
.. 

This looation was on the main road between Neufohateau and Chaumont about 
three kilometers from t he town of st . Blin. (~ea map number two,. It\ comprised 
three hundred f'ifty a.ores of land about half of whioh was under oultivation \11th 
grain and potatoes, three thousand bushels of the latter being dug and delivered 
.to the Quartermaster, United states A-rrny. 

Six traotors, two gang plows, six d1so harrows, four large rollers, and 
thirty-five horses were u~ed in the preparation of this field. No buildings were ~ 
to bo oonstruoted until late in the fall at this field so the entire squadron was 
engaged, in field work. With al~ the machinery and man poV1er this t~eldrnaarod 
completion in a months time. consequently the squadron was divided into three de
tails, one moving to fiold near the town of 11artigny on the main road bet\veen 
Colombey-les-Belles and Ueufohataau, the other to a field one kilometer west of the 
main st. Bl in field. ( see maps 11umbers 3 and 4}. These new proj eot s were just 
started when the squadron reoeived orders that it had been transferred into the 
First Army and was to operate for an indefinite time with the VIII Frenoh Army . 
On August 26th thes~ unf inishad projeots were abandoned and the 463rd Aero Squadron 
moved to colombey-les-Belles. The organization remained hare for a week ·do1ng a 
little repair work on the field and on sunday, september 1st, 1918 a French ArrtW 
Truok Train transported the ~quadron to its new looation. _ . 

• • ,. t 

{h1le at the st. Bl1n Air Field captain F. H. Maguire was relieved from 
duty with this squadron and ordered to Rome, Italy, his suooessor being ·First 
Lieutenant J ~ l{. V/illoox who assumed oommand August 1st, 1918. · 

I f • .. 
' .. • .. 

THE LA ?IBUVEVILLE AIR FD\LD 
.:) 

This was a Frenoh flying field Whioh had been und~r oonstruotion by 
their engineers tor quite sometime, but as it was necessary to expedite the work 
so that French squadrons could operate in that seotor the 463rd. Aero Squadron was 
oalled upon to assist them. Thia airdrome was located in the Luneville aeator, 
about fifteen kilometers south of Nancy and tour kilornetora north and wast of 
B~on, (?~eurtha-et-Mosella ) • . ~bile here seven Bessonnaau hangars, twenty by 
twenty-eight meters were ereoted, twelve E.M.o. barracks were constructed. · These 

• 
buildings were six by thirty by six meters , built partially ot a composition briok 



-

" • 

. . 
and finished w1 th lumber. A detail of thirty-five man was also sent t~om th1.s 

· plaoa to an aviation field near Pont st. Vinoent to ereot hangars . Th1~ detail , 
operating under First Lieutenant Holmes oonstruoted three Bess~nneaus in three / ,3 ~ 
d~s . ; \ . - 'i.J t 

. 
At La ?Teuvev:ille the famous Frenoh flier, Lieutenant Fonok and his es-· 

oadrille operated for a few da\Y's, but frequent raids by the enemy oaused them to 
move to anothe~ front. . .. 

Lieutenant J . K. Willoox was relieved from duty with the squadron while 
at this post and Lieutenant c. H. Chilson, by virtue of rank, assurneJ oorrunand • 

. 
The middle of September towid the u. s. Arrrry, we thot, with all the 

great part of 1ts preparatory work done and re~ to prosecute a long continuous 
and offensive war . we had participated in the oonsti:iotion and organization of 
the .Air service thruout its aot1v1ty for this end. b'rom the e;reat training oen
tera i n oentral M'rance to the advanced bases in the zone of Advance we have as- . ... 
sisted. in creating that establishment which should permit a thoro funct1ou1ng of 

'- . 
the gr eat maohine on tha veey firins line . · · ~ · 

~ \ 

We were now to have the opportunity to assist in the advano~ itself. 
By verbal orders IIeadquarters Fir st Amerio an Ariny, September 26th, 1918, we were 
relieved .from de tacl1e,d duty with t l1e VIII Frenoh Arnw and ordered to proceed to 
Bethelainvllle (nine l{ilometers l1orthwest of va rdun}, to eraot an advanoed flying .. 
field . It was a signifiaant ... 1date ,and a ·· .. significant plaoe. On that date the First 
American Army launched its oulminating offensiv& and .on that date the advance in 
the Third corps zone began from the woods which bordered our field. V-/e broke oamp 
without a moments del~ happy in the prospeot that, as combat troops First A-rrny, 
our nev1 position would mark tl1e apex of tha Air service~ s activity and .that to us 
had 001ne the homr to prepare ~ the wey for t he servica squadrons to follow. The J 

roads approaohing our destination were bloo~ed with a hurrying traffic of many 
oommn.nds all 111tensly strugGling to oornpl e te their missions with t hG utmost dis-~,? 
patoh. Our proeress wa~, however, highly successful and at duslc on(fil)tol)jif) 28th, 

· 1918, our trucks came to a stop vJhe1•a t emporary sl1eltars ware to be thrO\Vl.1 up i n 
the ed£e of t he forest. One distress i ng i ncident of t he movement was t he aocident 
sustained by our respeoteJ c omrade sereeant First Class Oney 1. Lumpkin 25444 , 
whoso i nt ell iganoe , mechanical skill, and oharaoter had contributed much. to the 
eff io iency of om• organ ization.· 

He had been riding on the side of a truclr trailer with his ·l egs hanging· 
over tl1e s ida .or the platform. A short distance nort~1 of souilly t11e driver swung 
to the r ight to allow another truolr to pass. r In so doing the trail e r was thrO\Vll 

St,~a1nst a tree oatch incr ~argeant Lurnplcin' s l eft log . The pressure was so great ~ 
that ho was pulled along the trailer's edee .ourshing the bones and knee joint in· 

. a frightful manner. He was hurried to a hospital and r ece ived good oar o but it 
became nacos "'ary to "amputate the lirnb above t he knee joint. 

In the dusk of OUl~ first d~ at · ~e thelainville we made a lmrried survey 
ot our pos ition and ~11e field. V/e .,9ere Od~: top of tl1e hill West of the village aJld 

wast of the field lay a consider abl e pieoe of timber, a r endezvous of tranoh ,tanks 
8Jid 1.' rosarve ·A.meriean Infantry. From the e1ninenoe we commanded a tine view ot .the 
1.rmned1ate operations. we were ahead ot our own heavy artillery. East of t1s along 
tlla Meuse, southeast of us toward verdwi, north and \Vest and south and west in tha 
Argonne there \Vas the continual flash and roar of thiokly set a~illeey. The field 
was· shell torn and tra.verDed in several d1reot1ons with wire en t angl e1nents and ;: 
abandoned trenoh lines. /a were one thousand fe et from a hard road and t hree or 



.. 

• 

... 

tour kilometers rom a main h!ghWS¥• \Ve knew that with the long hill .. and tha haa.vy 
materiel wbioh mu.st be hauled the rain of the season would ba a diffioul~ ~ obstaole. 
wa knew also that supplies and building material woll.ld at this advanced -point be . 
'difficult to obtain, nevertheless wa set to work 1mmed1a.taly .to establi'sh a ·reoord 
for oonstruction. . · .. · .:;· {) 3 4 

our personnel was au~anted hare by First Lieutanant Earle w. Moe's, whose 
ass1stanoa to Oapta~ Chilson as squadron adjutai1t and supply ottioer, slJJllrn.a.ry oourt, 
a11d judge advocate of the post special court filled a long felt want in tha organiza
tion, and despite . the. lon~ hauls from the most remote souraes, supplies ware forth--
·comuig, leaving Lieutenruit Moss and Captain Chilson frea to rush, w 1th their oustom
a~J dispatch, tha work thru. to completion. By the end of the 26th d.ay of Ootober, 
we had cleared brush and timber and ereoted twentyone, thirty-meter barracks, seven 
large Bass~nneau . hangars, nineteen individual hangars, and had ~uilt twelve lmndred 
feet of orushed stone road with additional. rook parking apace two ln1ndred feet square, 

I ' , 
Thruout ,, this period we had almost oontinuous railffall or darlc cloudy days • 

. The squadron with the most admirable spirit had9· however, uttaokad the vvork w1 th a · 
resolute de.termination to see it tllrll w1 th the greatest possible ·speed. · From before 
~awn to after dai-k, d~ in am day out, tl:a work want forward~ After ample hangar 
space h3d been provided, we had in addition to the above; bean able to oonstruot 
more ·than a kilometer of Deoauville traolc for faoili tating 'the movement of supplies. 
we look oaak upon this, our p eriod of greatest activity, with muo~ pride. 'The 
Bethalainvllle Airdrone was built on "No 1tan•s L·and"(See map ntimbar 51• .The .. field 

· had to be plowed, dragged, and graded in many plaoea. ·it was neaessary to olear 
brush and timber ground for the barracks. It was a period of oon tinual artillery 
aotion and nightly air raids, henoe all struotures had to· be completely oamouf!aged. 
our own aanvass shelters were well pitohad, yet the continual rain with the neavy 
m11d ~f tha Frenoh autumh made it impossible to keep dry and warm. Yet despite the 
obstacles, vtth apparently impossible living conditions, we were able on the 26th 
of Ootober to surprise the higher command by reporting that the f.ield was ready for 
operation, and would accomodate one t11ousand men and sixty aeropl.anes • 

• 

our labor had not beeu in vain or gone without appreciation for soon 
recognition oarae thru First Army General Orders with read as £ollows 1 

GENERAL ORDERS J 
) -

mm.ER 29. ) 

l3 ·X 
.. 

I3 

... 

OFFICE 
FIRST A..~Y AIR ~~RVICE QQI,UL\NDER 

Aiv1b!RID Air EXPEDITIOITARY FOICES 

, Franoa, 21st November 1918. 

l 

I -
" 

x · x x 

\ 

x 
The ~ Air Service Oornmandar, First Arm.Vt desires to make ot record in 

General Orders of' the First Army Air service his e~rame satisfaction w1 th tba 
· aonduot ot the officers and soldiers of tha toll.ow ~g ~!ts: 
, . 

5. ~63rd. Aero construation Squadron, during the advance ot ou.r troops 



' . 
in tha st. Mih1el and Argonne - 11euse offensives, oonstruoted five a1rd:.omas Qn 
the retaken tarri toey w1 th suoh alacrity as to enabJ.a our flying squadrons to 
carry on operations without delq. to ..; ~) 3 5 
x. 

OFFICIAL 

H. s. Sturgis , 
1st. Lt. A. s ., USA· 
·Addutant. 

x 

.. 

... 

x x 
:. .. 

By order of colonel Milling: 

VI. O. Sherman 
Lt-001.,0.s.,USA • 
Chief · of st aft • 

... 

.. • 

• 
The 88th and 90th Aero Squadrons were the first to arrive, and with 

their arrival .we made a half holida¥ to rest .from tha strain of the arduous -and 
sleepless nights. This half holiday had its ludricous sida for it turned out to 

.be a squadron . v1ashing dq. Every bush was a olothes raok, the barber broke all 
1 record.a for outt mg hair, and the squadron bathed. 

x 

. Many·ind idents oooured in this field trivial 1n their nature, yet saored 
in the memory of' tm men of the organization. Inoidents, whioh while they were 
web and woof of days hap-1Jy to look baok upon, oru1not be incorpora ted in this 
sltetoh. Corrunent on a x:ew only can ba inserted. The puzzle wa had in .- seouring 1and 
bringing to the fiold three .heavy tractors and a 4-ton grader; our ohagrin, when 
while smoothing the field, we awoko to find three new shell holes, the hazvest of 
Gorman sowing of thl night before;_ our experienoe of ha.n~ grenades in a b?sh; 
the many aerial battles fought in our vioinity; the observation balloons of _friends 
am foe sho·t do\'Vll within . our vision; the night · raiders which the attending sea:reh- , .. 
lights chased; the evenings with slcy" aglow with oannon flashes, rockets. signal 
lie ht s, and the shifting beams ot many searchlights; Captain Chilson• s trip to t3 
souilly and his ev~utfu.l return after baing lost in. a -craffio jam that carried him 

. into the lines ne·ar Verdun; the excursion of Lieutenant Moss and Chauffeur Dnith 
aoross ''l~o Man's Land•~ 1n the motorcycle and th& breakdown north of l~sne in the 
middle of the night on .the return trip; and ma.iv similar episodes from this fabric • . , 

One important d~ approaohed whioh the squadron was solioitous to oale
brate with a fitting oaremony. This was the anniversary of our arrival in Fraaoe , 
October 29th, 1917. Although it waa very diffioult to plan, w.a deoidad upon 
giving a banquet even though it must· be oo.ten in an unfinished barrack with two 
or three inches ot mu.d on the ·floor. Lieutenant Moss set off to Bar-la-])UO and 
tinally arranged with tba Y.1~1.c.A. tor suitable entertainment . Additional food 
wa3 obtained also , am after many supply trips :suff'ioient srnall quantities ot 
oandy and chocolate wq,s stored up to insure eveey man a toast. At last the day 
oame and about noon tho warm sun hidden for deys , broke thrt.1 tha clouds and 
turned our reary po st into a pleasant woodland. About 3 p .m. an exoiting aerial 
battle t~ok plaoe over too camp and then our entertainers came. Thay were Mrs • 

.. 



I 

GOtild of Ne\v York City, Miss \tatk!ns or Burton,oalifornia, Mr. ·Spaulding of 
New York City, and Mr. Walter of Minneapolis, J11nnesota. We had foared .that 
1 t would be imposs lb la tur tllam ·to· r~aoh us, henoa their. arrival was graetod 
with much enthusia"Sm and we all eagerly awaite~ the mass oall. Greatly to the03_ ~ 
oredi t .and rosouroes ot Mr. Spaulding we lear11ad that a nearby ammu.ni tion '..hW.l ~ U 
captured a piana from a Gennan dugou.t· and was transporting it back to souilly. 
Ha set of£ with the truok in pursuit and soon with the dotail returned with the 
instrument loaned tor tm night; thus he aooomplished \Vhat appeared the impossible 
and earned the gratitude of us all. Sergeant Mendell and his cooks had outdone 
themselves in the prepar~tion o~ the banquet and altho ~twioa 1 it beoama necessary. 
to ext ingtl.ish all tl1e lights owing to airr raids we all had a royal faad aft~r · 
\Vhioh Captain Chilson reviewed tha \Vork of the squadrcn for the ye~ ~nd short .. 
speeches were heard from Lieutenant Moss, Lieute11ant Burnham, and our gu.ests. ' 
After the banquet we went to another barrack \vhere \Ve listened to the music and 
·.songs of the "Y"• i:hey were wol~ s1mg and with suoh an apparent sinoeri ty and 
spontani ty that one must have sought long to find the samo pleasin:.; atmosphere 
in the oonoerts .or theaters of New York City. The evenil1g was a .Litting olima:a 
to tho year of hard work and difficult places am too long hours • . 

The lines had begun ,to reoede rapidly from us, and the Bethelainville 
Ai .ru.roma habitable, we knew tha~ we ~hould move on ahead to build another field. 
Anxious to go thru to tha Rhine and hold our plaae as advanoe party of the Air 

p Sarvioe, we awaited with impatienoe our orders. Thay did not oome, however, , until 
Austria h ad signed tl1e armistice and Germany \Vas stageering .. har weyi to the. Rhine. 
On tha 9th of November we began to move f~r the Exermont ~ield, a long trip of 
sixty kilometers over roads rutted by artillery and broken by sholl holes. ~Jo had 
only partially establisl1ed our oo.rnp whou other ' orda1•s wer"a reaeived. to ooutinue on 

' to the Barrioourt field no:.1-r Steney". So bringing ~up t .ha last load from Bcthelain
vill_o· we relayed on 'to Barricourt, usinc.; -B.x.ertnon t as .. a hal±\vf\Y' station. 

_. .. 
The armistice with Germany was siEned and ,hostilitias were ordered to 

oease at ll a.m. November 11th, while we were on the road • . ue .reoe1ved offio~al 
oonf irmat ion on the 12th, just as our ad.vanoed detachment i·eaol1ed llarrioourt • 

.. 

our history to the. cessation 6t hostili~ies therefore ends at Bn1•rioou.rt 
f iold, an abandoned German a1r f i~ld; t4e first to be occupied by the .AJnerioan 
Air .service . By str~e coinoidenoe we found the ridLe to tho sou tl1 of it to ge 
the last assign'Jd objective of the corps that lmd pas~ed thru. Fl"om tmre on 
resistanoe had oeaaed. He;ioe our way in the Argonne - 1Ieuse offensive began at 
the line of the "step off'' aoi endad on "tha last field of battle 1·or the zone 'vve 
oooupied. 

I • '\ 

. In aonoluding this history it 1s· only fitting to sa:1 that th& squadron 

• 

composed ot a .. b~~ ot high olass men gave the best tmy had in them tor the cau11e 
tor whioh they ·enlisted. Thay were oonsoientious and w1111ng and did all in their 
power to prove themselves an asset to tha .service. No matter what v1as to be 
accomplished' tho mon always aooGpted the task with a spirit of willin~ness which . 
was kept ,up to t~ and. Thia , togeth with the qu.B,lity of work and tho results 
produoad by tho squadron., has made ~ it an organization wortey of notioe. 

. ' 

• 

~ 
c. H. Chilson. 

Captain, Air ...,orvioo, 
C omraan~ing • 

• 
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