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\
PROOFS

OF THE

ENQUIRY, &

Readers of the Enguiry, lately publithed, in-
to the Life and Writings of Homer ; ¢ That
¢ though the chief Fa@sin it feem to be fup-
ported by Proof and Authority, yet they were
¢ obliged to take the Proofs themfelves upon
¢ Truft ; becaufe the greateft part of them were
¢ adduced from Authors in the ancient Lan-
¢ guages, Hebrew, Greekand Latin, which it *
¢ doesnot fallto every one’s fhare to underftand:
¢ And the others were taken from modern Au-
¢ thors in Spanifb, Italian and French, which
* Languages were as rarely poffeffed by the Pro-
¢ ficients in the Ancient.’
A TransvaTION therefore of thefe Proofs
—  may perhaps be ufeful; and as the Author of the
Enquiry docg pot feem to have much confulted
*A 2 - the

-

IT has been a general Comgplaint among the

WIOR 20IUN'34




4 Proo rs of the Enguiry into

the Capacity of ordinary Readers, but has left
every body to make out the Conne&ion of many
of his Quotations in the beft manner they can,
it will not perhaps be unacceptable to point out
that Connection in fome of the moft obfcure Paf-
fages, as they occur in the order of Tranflation :
I mutt only defire thofe who read them to re-
member, that thefe Quotations from ancient
Writers are to ferve meerly as Proofs of Faéls; or
Authorities for Affertions, and are not always
pitched upon becaufe of the Beauty of the origi-
nal Paffages themfelves ; and that therefore they
ought only to be read in Conneéion with thofe
‘Truths in the Enguiry which they confirm, or
Sentiments which they illuftrate: If they ferve
thefe Ends, nothing more is to be expected from
them in this detached Condition; much lefs from
a Tranflation as nearly literal as the Genius of
the Language and Difference of Manners would
allow, where they cannot mifs to lofe much of
their original Grace, or indeed in any Tranflation,
were it the moft perfeét ever was made.

SECTION L

Sgct, J T 1s ahigh Encomium of the Grecian Poet,
I ¢ That hisWorks were, for many Ages, the
A~ ¢ Delight of Princes, the Support of Priefts, as
< well as the Wonder of the Learned, which

¢ they ftill continue to be.’
THAT

as




‘HoMER’s Life and Writings. 5

THAT Homer’s Works were the Delight of SE c T.
Princes, is among other Inflances proved fromthe 1.
‘Honours done him by the moft learned of the "™
Egyptian Kings of the Macedonian Race, the
Founder of the Adlexandrian Library: ¢ PTOLE- 5 , ()
¢ My Philopater, fays Elian, ereted a Temple
to Homer ; and, having placed the Statue of
the Bard with becoming Dignity, he furround-
ed it with emblematical Figures of the feven
Cities which pretend to the Henaur of his
Birth,’
¢ IN Smyrna, fays Strabs, is.a Library and a sid. (b) -
Temple ereCted to Homer, It is a fquare Build-
ing, with a Colonnade on all fides. Within, is
a Shrine of Homer and his Statue. For the
People of Smyrng make high Pretenfions to y
the Poet’s Birth ; and indeed they have a kipd
of Braf§ Money among them, which they call
Homers Coin. ‘This Structare was raifed by

Lyfimachus, ong of Alexander’s Succeflors. o

< THE Chians too lay chim to Homer as their ;f Ll
Citizen ; and found their Title upon a Family ~ >

in Chios called the Homersdz, who pretend to
¢ be of the Race of the Poet.’

~ -~ N "~ L)
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* * ¥

Tue Author of the Enquiry, as it woud

feem, not caring to dwell upon the Accidents
selating to Homer's Motber, points to the Place
*Aj3 where
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8 E c T. where the Tradition concerning her is found, ta

I

wit, in the Lifz of #he Poet, commonly, and

== not without Probability, aferibed to Herodotus,
P._s. (b) ¢ While the young Woman lived here, (in Cu-
5- 8 “ me) it happened that the was pnvatcly got

Bid ()
lbid. (h)

¢ with Child,”

SHE concealed it till fhe was near the time
of her being delivered, and then at a public
Feftival, when all the Vlrgms were gathered to-
gether to dance, was taken with Pains, and
brought forth a Boy upan the Bank of the River
Meles ; whence they fay Homer had his Namc,
Melefigenes. ®

#* * *

T Teftimony of Herodotus concerning
the happy Seat of the Jonian Colony is this : ¢ The
¢ Iontans, fays he, to whom the PanioNium
¢ (the common Rendezvous of the Jonian Cities)
¢ belongs, have built their Towns in the fineft
¢ Situation of any People that ever I knew, in

t refpet of the Climate and the Mildnefs of the
¢ Seafons, Cr1o.

W E find that all Mankind have allowed the
Inhabitants of different Countries to have diffe-
rent Manners, and even different Capacities. A
Beotian Swine was a fettled Reproach upon the
Inhabitants of Thebes before the Days of Pindar,
and is confirmed by Horace :

B OE O-
* The Meles is now a fmall obfcure Brook flear Smyrna,

vy, ]

g



Howmer’s Life and Writings.

BOE O TUM in craffo jurares aére natum.

At the fame time it is as generally allowed, that o~

there are Men from all Countries and Climates
who are pretty much on @ Level, are of the fame
Reach, and have the fame Paffions. The In<
ﬂucnce therefore of Climates and Soils upon the
Conftitations, and confequently upon the Man-
ners of Men, muft be one of the moft difficult
Subjes. Itiscautioufly touched upon in the En-
QuiRy; the Author has produced the Autho-
rity of Plato, Galen and Curtius, for the Power
of CLIMATEs in general; and the Teftimony
of Hippocrates, Mimnermus and Herodotus, the
beft Judges and beft acquamtcd with that Coun-
try, to prove the Excellency of Afia in particu- -
lar, The fulleft Teftimony is the Pbyficign’s,

¢ Now, fays he, I will give my Opipiop con-~.p.6.¢41)
cerning Aﬁa and Eurgpe, and thew how far = 6.11)

¢ they differ from one anaother in every parti-
¢ cular., Afia, 1 fay, differs exceedingly from
¢ Europe, in all kind of Produtions, both as ta,
¢ the Nature of the Soil, and the Conftitution
¢ of the Inhabitants: Every thing comes finer
¢ and larger in Afa. It is a milder Country
¢ than the other, and the Manners of the People
¢ are more humane and beneficent : The Caufe
¢ of thefe things is the Temperature of the Sea-
¢ fons; becaufe it lies in the middle, from the
¢ Suns rifing towards the Eaft, and removed
* Ay ¢ from
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SEcT.¢ from the Cold; and there is- nothing that
L ¢ contributes fo much to the foftening and in-
el A’ treafing any Production, as when there is no
¢ Excefs of any oné thing in its Compofition a-

¢ bove the reft, but ‘an -equal Diftribution of
<Parts every where prevails. However, we muft

not judge of all 4fia in the fame way; but
only of thofe parts of the Country that lie be-
tween the Heat and the Cold; thefe ar¢ the
moft fruitful ; they enjoy the fineft Sky, have
¢ the faireft Trees, and are the beft watered,
¢ both from Hcaven and by the Rivers and
¢ Fountains of the Earth. For neither is it
¢ burnt up with Heats, nor is it dried with
¢ Droughts and want of Rain; nor yet is it con-
¢ gealed with violent Frofts, but kept moift
¢ by the South-Wind, which brings frequent
¢ Showers, and fometimesthey have Snow. Of
¢ confequence thercfore every thing muft grow
¢ there in its Seafon ; Plants either requiring
¢ Seed, or fpontancoufly produced by the Earth,
¢ whofe Fruits are ufed by Men, after they are
¢ improved and tranfplanted from their wild
¢ State into a properSoil. For the famereafon the
¢ Cattle it bears muft thrive apace, bring forth fre-
¢ quently, and prove large and fair, from their rich
¢ feeding. 'The Bodies of the Men too muft be
¢ well nourithed, finely fhaped, of the largeft
¢ Size, and at the fame time there will be the
¢ leaft Difference among them ag to their Size

‘N AN A
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Howmer’s Life and Wrisings.
¢ and Shape. Itisprobable likewife, that thisRe- S E c T.

¢ gion comes neareft to the Perfection of Nature,
< and the trye ,;‘]'.émferature of the Seafons : =

¢ But in Charaéfers ot Men, neither Courage, nor
" Patience in Hardfhips and*Toils, nor high Spi-
© “'rit can naturally be expected from fuch a Si-
~© tuation ;either produced in it originally, or tranf-
¢ planted from abroad ; but Plegfuure and Soft-
¢ nefs muft always prevail” Qf CLIMATE and

SITUATION. -

Tue great Philofopher (PLaTo) fays to his i

Countrymen, ¢ The Goddefi Minerva at firf}
< fettled you (Atkenians,) having pitched upon
¢ the Place where you now dwell, becaufe fhe
¢ perceived the bappy Mixture of the Seafons in
¢ it, and knew that it wou'd produce Men of
¢ the greateft Thought and Capacity.” Ti-
MAUS.

‘“ Tug Situation of Countries every where p .. (4
« forms the Genius of Men;” fays Quintus ;. (k)

Curtius, Alexander’s Hiftorian, Book 8.
ArTER thefe Authorities the Author has
traced the Hiftory of the Grecian Learning to
its Source ; and by that Search it appears, that
when the Coaft of 4fa did not labour under
infuperable Difadvantages, the Natives of it had
always, as it were, the Mgnagement of Learning
in their Hands, and did really execute the feve-
ral Parts of it, through all the various Turns it

took, from Theology and Poetry, (its early Form)
’ I to



IO

Secr.
L

Ceom )
P8(h

A0

SecT.

L

Proors of the Enquiry into

to Hiflory, Philofophy, Mathematicks and Phi-
lology, In the beft and jufteft Manner,

THE Teftimony of the learned Tzetzes con-
cerning the Mafters of Epic Poetry, runs thus:
¢ There have been five celebrated Poets of the,
¥ Epic kind; old Homer the firft, then Anti-
$ wmachus the Colophonian, then Panyafis [of
¢ Halicarnaffus,] Pifander of Camirus, and this
¢ Hefiod of Cumae.’ Tzetzes' Life of Hesiob.
By which it appears, that the famous Five, who
diftinguifhed themfelves in Epic Poctry, were a/l
Natives of the Afiatic Coaft.

SECTION IL

IME was divided by the Learned among
the Ancients into tbree Periods; the ftﬂ

—~ was the dark Age, of which they knew nothing -

-~

P14 (b)

The fecond the fabulous, of which they heard
much, but with little Certainty : The tbird the
biforical, in which Tlmcs, Places and Perfons
were afcertain’d. It is with refpe&t to the firft
of thefe Periods that Lucretius afks,

Why then no Wars our Poets Songs employ
Beyond the Siege of Thebes and that of Troy ?
Why former Heroes fell without a Name,
Nor éer a Battle told by lafiing Fame?

- CrREECH.

GreEcs,

R -

T —~ P o R WG iivA=eh ———t— »dnd




Howue v’s Life and Writings. 1

* Grekck, fays Thucydides, had ancientlyno SEc T,

¢ fettled Inhabxtants but Removes (by reafon of H

¢ the Expulﬁon of Tribes) were frequent in the

¢ early Times.’ -
- Tuis rude Life of the firft Ages is ﬁnely

painted by Lucretsus;

No furdy Plowman yet bad learn'd to tear Bid. (d)

Earth's fruitful Bofom with a crooked Share ; |

None knew to plant young Trees; none drefs’d the

Vine,

Nor prun’d decaying Boughs, nor prefs'd the Wine ;

Contented they with the poor eafy Store

That Sun and Eartb beftow'd, they fought no more,

Fbey lived to fbady Groves and Caves confin'd,

Meer fhbelter from the Cold, the Heat, the Wind.
CREECH.

% Tue ancient Greeks were generally addi&t-
« ed to Spoil, and covetous of other People’s
¢« Pofleflions, for want of good Land at Rome.”
STrABO Geograph.

¢ To THi1s day the Cuftoms that prevail a-
¢ mong a great part of the Greek Nations, are of
¢ the old Stamp, (that is, Love of Plunder) as
¢ among the Locri Ozole, the Etolians, the
¢ Acarnanians, and the Inhabitants of the bor-
¢ dering Coafts of Epirus” THUCYDIDES.
 Tue firft Step made towards Policy and good
Order, was the afcertaining Property, and ma-
king Provifion for its Defence.

P, 16. (¢)

id. ( £)

The

e —— .
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SECT.
II.

Proors of the Enguiry inte
77:: Wife and Witty then forfook the Field,

e And firft for [afety Towns began to build,

19. (b)

By Nature Kings :

Then Cattle too was jbared ; then fleady Bounds
Markd out to every Man bis proper Grounds :
Each bad bis proper Share, each what was f,

According to bis Beauty, Strength, or Wit.

Par. (D)

Creech’s LUCRETI1US,
* ¥* *

“ I't does not appear that Greece attempted

21.(k) ¢ any thing with the united Force of all the
¢ Greek Nations before the Trojan War.’

Iid. (m)

¢ Leirus was the only Beotian General

‘Bia1) ¢ who returned home from Troy.’

P.22. (n) «

22, (m)
[

(44

€

«

({1
({4
¢¢
[ {3
({4
({4
. (‘

({3

—

« It was chiefly therefore about the Time
of the Trojan War, and a little after it,
that thefe Invafions happened, and inter-
changeable Removes of different Tribes ; both
Graeks and Barbarians being then hurried, as
it were, by an impetuous Spirit, to quit their
own, and invade the Pofleffions of their Neigh-
bours. But fuch things as thefe happened
likewife before the Trefan War : The Nations
and Tribes of the Pela/gi, the Caucones and
the Leleges having lived much in the fame
unfettled Manner: And I have already ob-
ferved that the very fame Tribes were for- .
merly wandering over many Parts of Eurgpe,

¢ whom




HoMER’s Life and Writings. 13~

** whom yet the Poet afterwards recounts among SE ¢ T.
« the Nations, Auxiliaries to Priam in Afa, II. .
 and yet does not mention their having then *"v=~*
“ croffed the Hellefpont, to go to his Affiftance.”

¢ ArLr the Inhabitants of Greece went then pi4 (o)
¢ conftantly armed, becaufe their Dwellings were %id (n)
¢ not fortified, neither was there a fafe Com~,
¢ munication or peaceable Intercourfe between
¢ one Tribe and another. THUCYDIDES.

THi1s hoftile manner of Life is illuftrated by
Homer’s Account of the Fortification of Thebes,
" by the Sons of Fupiter and Antiope:

Twwo Sons fbe bore, Zethus and Amphion, . p 25 (py
Who founded firft the Seat of feven-gate Thebes, ™23 (o)
And wall'd it round 5 becaufé unfortify’d, -

Tha' bold and firong, they could not dwellin Thebes.

* * *

Distincrions and -Titles, other than thofe .
acquired by Merit,and beftow’d by general Con- -
fent, have been long complained of by the beft -
Writers. o

That idle Supplement of Worth, . | - 26. fq)-

That vain Pretence to Fame, ., 26. (p)

By «wulgar Fools fet forth
With Honour’s facred Name :

The




14 Proors of the Enquiry inko
SEcT.The empty Sound which lulls Mankind,
II: With fawning Titles, Flattery and Decest,
= Had not become a Tool of State,
Nor ruled the Tyrant of the buman Mind.
GuARINL

* ¥* »*

“ ALL THE ancient Poets wrote in the Lans
P.2y. (N ¢ guage which they fuck’d in with their Milk;
5o )¢ and did not feek foreign Tongues in order to
¢ exprefs their fublime Conceptions.” Cervantes
- D. QuixoTE. ‘

P.30.(v) ¢ Lucirtus, the firft Roman Satyrift, who
30.() ¢ wrote juft as he fpoke, has Admirers fo devo-
¢« ted to him, that they do not ftick to prefer
* him to all the Poets that ever were in the

¢ World.’ QUINTILIAN.

* * *

. It ts a moft remarkable Saying of Plato’s

33. (x) concerning the Bounds of our Capacity : ¢ The

33- () ¢ Hyman Genius, fays he, is, if I may ufe the
«« Expreflion, clipped or coined into flill a fmal-
« ler Compafs than what I have mentioned ; {0
‘ as neither to be able to imitate many different
“ things perfetly, nor to & the things them-
« felves, of which thefe Imitations are Copies or
“ Refemblances.” RerusL. Bowk 3.

S§EC-




HoMmer's Life and Writings. 18
\ : , SeEcT.
SECTION IIL 1L

Nomn o
OME of the wifeft and moft knowing of '
the Ancients afcribe the firft civilizing of
Mankind to the Invention of Speech.
¢ By means of that Faculty, fays the learned  37. (b
Ifocrates, which is implanted in us, to perfuade
one another, and to declare mutually the In-
clinations of our Minds, we were not only de-
livered from our firft ws/d and brutal Way of
* living, but, having entered into Societies, we
¢ founded Cities, eftablithed Laws, and invented
¢ Arts: And in fhort almoft all the Inventions
¢ of Men are owing to the Power of Speech.
Droporus the Sicilian defcribes it more
particularly :
- ¢ It 1s faid, that the firft Men, who appeared P.38. (c)
* in the World, lived in a wild and diforderly
¢ manner; and, like the Beafts of the Woods,
¢ ufed to range about in queft of Food; thc({
¢ fuftained themfelves with Herbs of the milde
¢ Tafte they could find, and with fuch Fruits
¢ as the Trees afford without Culture: Taught
¢ by Neceflity, they ran to one another’s Af-
¢ fiftance when attacked by the wild Beafts;
¢ and the Voice or Sounds which they uttered,
¢ being at firft confufed, and of no fignification,
¢ by little and little they learned tg articulate
¢ their Words.,  BiBLloTH, B. 1.

~ L} L3

L)

Pru-
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SecT. Prurarchaattributes the Invention of Lan-
HL  guage to Pafionand Calamities. =~
m ¢ It 1s probable that the firft want of Words,
¢ and neceflity of articulate Speech, arofe among
¢ Men, when they had a mind to explain and
¢ point out to one another the things that hap-
¢ pened. to them; and to fignify who were the
¢ Perfons concerned ; and chicfly when they had
¢ the Paffions and Dg/'a/lers of Life to defcribe,
¢ and were to tell who had fuffered thefe Dg/-'-
"< aflers) PraTonic Queftions.

o T 1 aT aloofe kind of Per/ is ufed among the
" . " Arabs and Moors incommon Converfation, is evi-
dent from their Hiftories, of which ‘the follow-

ing is an Example from that of Granada; it is

the Speech of a Caliph to one of his Captains.

P.40 (f) ABENamar! Thow'rt a Moor,

Of the noble Moorifh Race;
- When thy Mother fuch. thee bore,

Mighty Signs that Day took placer ,
. On'that Day the Sea was calm; '

... Ontbe full:Moon teo it fell;

-In_fuch Signs whofe Birth is.fallen;

No Untruth fbould ever- tell, -

And this, of the fame kind;

Repvan!




Howmer’s Life and Writings.
Repvan! Thou muft remember

How thou plighted baft thy Word;
To make the City Yan furrender

In a Night won by thy Sword,
Reduan! if thou prevasl;

Then Il double all thy Pay:
But, Reduan, if thou fhalt fail;

In Granade thou muft not flay:

* ¥ ¥
NecessiTy is the Mother of Trvention]
) Nature firf? taught
Tbe buman Tongue to form its various Soundsy

And eager Want extorted every Name:
‘ LucreTIUS!

~ € THERE was a time, fays Cicero, when
¢ Mankind, like the Beafts, ftrayed wild in the
¢ Woods, and were fuftained by the fame fort
¢ of Food as the Beafts feed upon. Hardly did
¢ they manage any thing by Art or Contrivance,

¢ but all by ftrength of Body and plain Forceé..

¢ No Inftitution of Religion, nor Precept of
¢ human Duty was known or regarded : no'
¢ regular legal Matrimony between the Sexes ;
* ¢ nor had any Man yet feen Children whom' he
¢ could call his own, The Benefits of Property
¢ fecured by equal Law were not heard of: fo
¢ that b/ind Defire being uncontrouled in theit

*B Minds,

17
SecrT.
IIL.

. 41-(!5-
TG

2.0
42.(k)
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$EcT.‘ Minds, hurried them on through a Maze of
II. ¢ Ignorance, and to accomplith its Ends ufed
&= ¢ nothing but the moft pernicious of all Me-
¢ thods, epen Fiolence. Of INVENTION.

IT is of fuch Ages that old Efhylus fays,

p. 43. (1) In early Times, Men feeing, faw in vain ;
Hearing, tbey beard not 5 but like empty Forms
Of fleeting Dreams, they dragg’d their vagrant

Life,

By chance, thro’ Good and Bad.——
But nothing can be more remarkable than the
Character given of the jfirf# Mortals by the a-
cuteft of the Philofophers, which at the fame
time preferves the Tradition concerning the"O-
rigin of the human Race.

43. 1y ¢ IT 15 probable, fays he, that the 7 Men,

43-(h ¢ whether produced from the Earth, or efcaped
¢ from fome general Defolation, were all much
¢ of the fame kind ; bw, vulgar Pegple, with-
¢ out Underftanding; in the fame way as we
¢ commonly characterize thofe we call fprung

¢ from the Earth!
ARristoTLE’s Politic. B. 2.

* * *

W nEN Danaus and his fifty Daughters fled
from their native Country Egype, they landed
fupplicants in Greece. The Prince of Argos,

hearing that a Company of- Strangers were come
athore

e



Howmer’s Life and Writings. 19

- afhore on his Coaft, went out to fee who they SEc T.
were; and to the firlt Perfon who addrefled III.
him, and afked Whether he was a Herald, or “—v==
the Ruler of the Land himfelf? he condefcended

to give this Anfwer :

From great Pelafgus, ancient and Earth-born,

I draw my bigh Defcent, this Nation's Founder.

And the Pelafgic Tribe, juftly fo calld

From my great Sice, poffeffes all this Land :

My Sway extends whence Algus rolls bis Stream,

And limpid Strymon; to the fetting Sun.
Efchylus’ SuppricaNTS,

* % *

Tux Ifland Crete was among the firft civi-
lized States of Greece, and the Mother of many
Colonies. ‘The Reafon of this is infinuated by
Ariftotle, when he fays, in the fecond Book of
his Politics : < The Ifland Crete i ftretched out _a4 (m).
¢ towards many Seas ; the Greeks being almoft 45 ()
¢« wholly fettled upon the Maritime Coafls’

IT 15 a very ancient Obfervation, that Men
banithed from their native Countries have made
a greater Figure abroad, than they would have
done in full Profperity at home. Misfortunes
roufe a generous Mind, and call forth that Vir-
tue, which Plenty and Idlenefs for the moft
part lull afleep. ' o

¢ In THE Age when thefe things happened, _45- (9}
« that is, when the Weftern Parts of Europe re- 45 &
¢ ceived the greateft Improvements, the Men

*Ba2 ¢ who

P. 44.()
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$EcT.¢ who were under’ the public Difpleafure irr
IV. ¢ Afa, Egypt, or the other barbarous Countries,
"¢ came to GRreEkck; and both pretended to,

¢ and obtained the Government of the chief
¢ Grecian Cities. Thus Danaus, being banithed
¢ from Egypt, came and poflefled Argos: Cad-
¢ mus from Sidon reigned over Thebes: The
¢ Carians were poflefled of the Iflands in the
¢ Archipelago; and Pelops the Son of Tanta-
¢ Jus was Mafter of the whole Peloponnefus.’

SECTION 1IV.

DI oporvus the Sicilian, after having ex-

plained the natural Signification of the
Allegory of Bacchus’s being the Son of Fupiter
and Ceres ; or of Wine’s being the Production
of Earth and Moifture, adds thefe Words, which

plainly fhew the Nature and Tendency of the

P. 50. (b) Orpbic Inftitutions :— ¢ Of the fame Nature with

¢ thefe Allegories are the things which are fha-
¢ dow’d out in the Poems of Orpbeus ; and like-
¢ wife the things which are fignified in the re/i-
¢ gious Rites, (prefcribed by the fame Perfon:)
¢ But it is not lawful for thofe who are not 7ns~
¢ tiated to enquire into the particular Meaning

¢ of every Rite. BisLioTn. Book 3.

Tue following Line of Orpheas is applied by
Fuflin the Martyr to one of the greateft My-
fteries
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fteries of our Religion, becaufe the Greek Term Sk c T.
A OT OZ meaning frequently Tradition, figni- IV.
fies alfo the Wor . —

Fixing thy Eye upon the divine Tradition, at-P. 5i. ()
tach thy felf to it, |

¥ * ¥*

Tur Times preceeding the Trojan War, a-
boyt the Age of Hercules and Thefeus, and the
People of that Generation, are thus charaGerized
by the knowing Plutarch: ¢ Thefe early Times, s3 (o)
¢ fays he, produced Men unwearied in Toils, 53 (©)
¢ and almoft fupernaturally robuft, in Feats of
Hand, Swiftnefs of Foot, and Strength of Bo-
dy ; but who made no good or humane Ufe of
thefe wonderful Endowments j—Infilt was
their Inclination, and Piolence their Delight
their fuperior Strength ferved no other End,
than to mafter and cruelly deftroy every Per-
fon and Thing that fell in their way: But
as for Love to Mankind, Juftice, Equity and
Humanity, thefe they thought were commend-
ed by the greater part only, becaufe they
wanted Courage to do an Injury, or were ap-
prehenfive of receiving one: And therefore
imagined that tbey had nothing to do with
thofe Virtues, who were able to take by force
whatever their Heart defired.’

. Lifeof THESEUS,
* Bj THE

Y L] ~ - L} ~ LY "~ LY £ ) - ~ "~ "~ LY
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SEcT. THE Greeks had no well digefted Body of
IV. Laws, or Plan of a civil Conftitution before O-
= nomacritus. So Ariftotle, in the firft Book of
his Politics :
P.sa () “ ONomMAcRITUS aas the firf Man wbho
" 54-©) < became frilful in framing a Policy.” And
the fame Philofopher in the fecond Book fays,
Bid. @) that ¢ the ancient Laws were extremely fmple
< and barbarous: For the Greeks of old went
¢ conftantly armed, and bought and fo/d their
¢ Wives one Tribe from another; and that all
¢ the Remains of the ancient legal Eftablith-
¢ ments up and down Greece are throughly
¢ fimple, and adapted to rude uncivilized Man+

¢ ners,’
% * *

~ Strons and honeft Sentiments for the moft
_ss. (h)_ part produce fit Words to exprefs them : ¢Even
" $6.(i) ¢ Tiberius, fays Tacitus, the great Diffembler,
¢ who at other times was lockt up and colle&-
¢ ed within himfelf, whofe Words feemed to
¢ come from him as it were fruggling for Ut~
¢ terance, fpoke with great Eafe and Fluency,
¢ whenever he thought fit to be merciful, and
rdon a Criminal.’

THE carly Authors in any Country com-
monly write in the plain ingenuous Style of their
firft Sxmphcny 3 which is one great Reafon why

moft

N “’:?.Q...Wa_~—*f'¢_ e “&. 'M
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why moft Nations are fo delighted with their SE c T.
ancient Poets. Thus Horace : V.

R )

The oldeft Writers of the Grecian Train P st 1
Are fiill the befi——  Letter to AuGcusTus. 56.(k)

CO¥ % *
A pretty Rogue and Statefman wife, Iid. (k)
You fain would bave us deem 2e; Ivid. (1)

At once £attrat the Ladies Eyes,
And make the Men efteem Ye.
But, Cotta, éer fince Menwere made,
A wvery pretty Fellow,
Who firutts in Toupée and Brocade,
Is but a little Fellow, MARTIAL.

SECTION V.

Hen THE Cardinal Richelieu had obliged

the French Academy to cenfure the

Cip, a Tragedy of the celebrated Corneslle’s,

the Author wrote a Letter to the Cardinal’s Fa-
vourite Mr. de Boifrobert, where he tells him, 9. (b,
¢ I wait with great Impatience for the Senti- % (*)

¢ ments of the Academy, that I may know

¢ what I am to follow hereafter ;: Till then, I

¢ muft have a Diffidence of every thing I write,

¢ and dare not employ a fingle ##ord without

¢ Dread of its being condemned.’ :

*B4 ONE
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SEcT.

V.
\—-v—‘

P. 63. (d)
- 65. (d)

65 ()
~66. ( )

Proors of the Enquiry into

* * *
ONE of the ftrangeft things that ewer hap-
ned in the Courfe of the Roman Juftice, was
the Abfolution of the infamous Pub. Clodius.
He was accufed of a complicated Crime of Sa-
crilege and Adultery; having debauched Cefar’s
Wife in the midft of the moft folemn Sacrifice
to the Bona Dea, at which no Male Creature
could be prefent without Profanation. M. Graf-

—5:—q, /45, the fame who afterwards perithed in Par- .

thia, undertook his Defence ;—and © in two
¢ Days time, fays Cicero, imploying only one
¢ Slave, and he a Ruftian too from the Bear-
¢ Garden, he accomplithed the whole Affair.
¢ He fent for the Judges to his own Houfe ; he
¢ promifed, he prayed, he gave vaft Preﬁ:nts

¢ And befides, (good Gods ! what are we come
¢ to!) fome of the Judges were to have Nigbhis
¢ of certain Ladies, and to be /nfroduced to fome
¢ noble Youths, as an Addition to their Bargain,’

LETTERS to Atticus,

¥ ¥ *

ABSTRACT Knowledge acquired by Specu-
lation is generally the Product of Leifure and
Quiet : ¢ The Sciences, according to Ariftotle,
¢ were invented in thofe Nations, where Men
¢ were moft at Leifure: Wherefore the Mg-
¢ thematical Arts were furft brought to a Bearing

. 2
iR
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fin Egypt ; for there the Tribes of the Priefts SE cT.

¢ were left almoft idle. V1.
Larger METAPHYS. B, 1.

* * *

Prinr relates of Parrbafius, that amongor P.;. ()
ther curious Subjects, he painted likewife the ~ 8.()
People of Athens, and by a very ingenious Re-
prefentation : For he wanted to reprefent them
changeable, paffionate, unjuft and inconftant ;
and at the fame time exorable, merciful, compaf-
fionate ; haughty, humble ; courageous, coward-

_ly ; and all thefe things a# once. '

To THE fame Purpofe the ingenious and e-
loquent Sperone Sperons puts the following Pic-
ture of Life in the Mouth of the Goddefs Ufu-
7y, in his admirable Dialogue upon that Subje :
¢ The Comic Poets, fays he, in order to inftru®  69- (h)
¢ us in the Ways of the World, reprefent up-
¢ on the Stage, Marrying, Feafting, Pimping,
¢ Whoring, Thieving, Sharping, Lying;—
¢ Loves, Hatreds, Brawls, juft fuch as you
Men are employed in every day of your Lives.’

SECTION VL

HE Stars, fays the learned Father Boffi, —*%- )

¢ and chiefly the Signsand Planets, are 76. (c)
¢ (under God) the fecond Caufc of Manners
¢ among

. i
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SE cT. ¢ amongMen: The Poet thews the Power they
VI. ¢ haveover the Tempers of Men, when—dyc.
v~ ¢ It is thus that Virgil cafts the Horgfcope of
¢ the Roman Empire at its Nativity.
Of Eric PoETRY, Book 4,
Ir Tue Father’s whole Treatife had been of
a-piece with this Paffage, it had not met with
the Approbation of the Learned. The Influence
of the Stars upon Human Affairs has been by
turns the Subje® of Admiration and Ridicule,
Thus the Satyrift :

P.7s. () O, there's firange Difference, what Planets fbed
18. () Their Influence on the new-born Infant's Head.

*Tis Fate that flings the Dice ; and as fbe flings

Of Kings makes Pedants, and of Pedants Kings.

What made Ventidius rife? and Tullius grear?

But their kind Stars, and bidden Power of Fate?2

Mr. Cu. DRYDEN.

* * ¥

Trere isa curious Queftion propofed by

_ Velleius Paterculus, a Roman Hiftorian, ¢« Why

¢ the greateft Mafters in every Art and Science

¢ have always appeared in the fame Period of

“ Time, andas it were in @ Cluffer 2" He an-
._.7_6_;("%._ fwers it by this Maxim ; That wbat we fludy
"™ ith the greateft Defire, naturally gains the Sum-
mit 5 and it is difficult to arreff Perfeition in

any thing ; and what cannot advance, naturally

3 ' goes
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goes backward —This the Author of the Enguiry Sk c T.

calls zalking a little firangely ; and approves ra-
ther the afcribing it to Emulation : For the Pre-
valency of which he produces thefe two Lines of
Hefiod:

Potters and Joiners grudge at every Brotber,
And Bards and Beggars envy one another.

But it is only the THEORY of Manners,and the
different Periods of their PROGREss1oN that ac-
count fully for this furprifing but natural Event, 3

SECTION- VIL

HE Admiration raifed by Homer’s Wri-
tings has occafioned great Search to be
made into every Circumftance relating to their
Author : Particularly it has raifed a Curiofity to
know, who had the Honour of forming fuch
a Mind, -and teaching the Man, who has fince
proved the Inftructor of the World ?
¢ AncrenT Hiftory, fays the Bithop of The/-
¢ falnica, has handed down Phemius as the
¢ Mafter of the Poet; and reprefents him to
¢ have been a wif Man, and ftruck with
¢ the Mufes. —— Phemius was a Philofopher,
¢ which was likewife the Charalter of every
¢ Bard. He is faid to have wrote a Poem,—
‘THE

3 See Page 13, 52, and 70, of the Enquiry into the Life
and Writings of HOMER.

S

27 ) ‘

VII.
Qe e

P. 36. (i)

i71- ()

St (a)
82. (a)
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SEcT.* THE RETURN of the Princes, who came
VIL. < bome with Agamemnon from Troy.’
— EusTaTu1US on the Odyféy, and
PLuTarRcH on Mufic.

* - ¥ *

Thre Propagation of Religion and Arts over
the Weftern World, by their gradual Advance-
ment from Egypt and the Eaf, is one of the
moft entertaining Speculations in Learning.
Herodotus, defervedly called the Father of Hi-

P.84 (d ftory, fays, ¢ That the Daughters of Danaus
85 ¢ firft brought this myftic Rite (the Thefmo-
. ¢ phoria of Ceres) out of Egypt, and taught
84 () ¢ the Wives of the Pelafgi to practife it: And
85 () © that almoft all the Names of the Gods came
¢ from Egypt into Greece. EuTERPE.

As To the Origin of the ancient Theology,

84.(¢) ¢ Some Pieces of it, fays Phornytus, were com-

85-c) ¢ pofed by the Magz in Balylon and Alfyria,
¢ others by the Phrygians, and many, as is
¢ well known, by the Egyptians.’

¥ ¥ *

It muft appear a ftrange Affaciation of Cha-
ralers to us, to hear of a Lawgiver, Poet, and
Diwvine, all united in the fame Perfon : Among
the Ancients the fwo /aft Capacities were made
fublervient to the frf, and did real Service.

They

-
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They are o ufed ftill by fome Statefmen, with Se c T,
this Difference, that it is in favour of a Faifion VIL
for the moft part, and by fome Under-Tools that ="~
they apply them. When Lycurgus was travel-
ling through Greece, viewing the Models of the
feveral States, he found ¢Thales in Crete, aP-85.(g)
¢ Man addiéted to Poetry, and a Law-giver, % ()
STRrABO.

« IN TuEe fame manner the Pbilofopbers, as iz hy
« well as the Lawgivers, at firft publithed their %2 ()
¢ Opinions and their Sayings in Verfe, as we
¢ find in Orpbeus and Hefiod.  PLUTARCH.

* * *

Fizst, Heaven and Earth, and the wide g5
wat'ry Plain,

The Moon’s bright Orb, and all the Starry Train,

A SPIRIT inward feeds :

Infufed throughout, this univerfal Soul

Revolves the Mafs, and animates the Whole.

‘ ' ViIRGIL.

A Boar to Mother Earth they facrificd; id (ry

The Sylvan God with Milk they plain appeasd ;

But Flowers and Wine, their better Genius
claim’d,

Mindful of tranfient Life.— HoRraAce.

It
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S{‘,ICIT‘ *  *® %

v It 1as been remarked, that the fair Sex are
apter to wonder, and prove more fufceptive of
Rapture than Men.—Accordingly they are ob-
ferved to make quicker Proficiency when adopt-
ed into any Seft where thefe Paffions prevail.
They are agitated with more Eafe, and they
propbefy with greater Fluency than the fturdier
half of the human Race: This was very vifible
among the Converts lately made by the French
Propbets. And anciently at Dodona, Delpbi,
Fupiter Ammon’s in Libya, and indeed in moft
of the Oracles, it was not a Pri¢/l buta Prieflefs
who received the infpiring Blaft, and utter’d the
dark Mind of the Divinity.

P.8:. () ° A CERTAIN Woman, {ays Eufathius, Phe-
788, () ¢ monve, a Prophetefs of Apollo, is faid to be the
¢ Author of Hexameter or Heroic Verfé: And
¢ they fay that the fame Perfon, Phemonoe, was
¢ the firff Pythia, or Pricftefs of Delpbi. ,

' | STrABoO.
* * ¥

Nornine can give a jufter Idea of the an-
cient imple Theology than thefe two Lines of
Pampho's, preferved by Philgfiratus. They are
addrefled to the fupreme Besng, the firft Prin-
ciple of Life ; tho’ they feem particularly to re-
fpect the Power of Vegetation,

: Great

NI v e e - T T T e r—— b“*
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Great Jove, fupreme of Gods, involv'd in Dung SEcT.

Of Horfe, and Sheep, and Mules |—— VIIL.
Inftead of which, with more Dignity, Homer —— L Z :3 f:;

has turned it,
Great Jove, fupremeof Gods, who bigh entbron'd,
Inbabits Ether, and compels the Clouds! ——

« Orrazus, fays Plutarch, appears not to Bid (1
have imitated any Man.’——He means as to %4 \*)
his Mufic—But as for his Philofopby he fung

The ineffable Neceffity at firft 89. (x)
Of hoary Chaos ; then all-teeming Time, 90. (y)

Who couck’d in gensial Furrows, numberlefs,
Brought forth bis firft-born Ethers and with bim,
Of double Nature fram'd, refplendent Lo vk,
Tlluftrious from far ; the Fatber Sfam'd

Of everlafting Night : Him Sons of Men,

Late coming into Being, Phanes call'd,

Becaufé be firft thone forth: Then deep in Gloom
The Progeny of pow'’rful Proferpine,

Thefe firft be fung ; and laft, the baneful Deeds
Of Giant-Montters wild, who early drop'd
From Heaven down their dire produltive Seed,
Whence [prung the Mortal Race that far andnear
Are fpread inceffant o’er Earth’s boundlefs Face.

THE two firft of the following Lines are a
part of the fame divine Poet’s Hiffory of the Cre-

ation
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Sk c T. ation of the World, preferved by Plato; andthe
VIIL following are Teftimonies of Diodorus the Sici-

=~~~ Jian, and of Ariffotle concerning bim and his
Scholar Mufeus :

P. g0. (2) Old Ocean firft join'd in the flowing Band;
9t (®) dnd Tethys, [prung from the fame Motber, lov'd.

PrLaTo.
go. ) ¢ For accerding to Mufeeus, « To fing is the
91 (@) < Delight of Men.” ARISTOTLE.

nia ¢ He (Orpbeus) compofed that Poem which is
“Thid.(c) ¢ fo much admired; and which is allowed to
¢ excel in vocal Harmony.’ DiopoRrus.
#id(d) Hisremains, when gathered all together, were
called the Orphic Poems : © In thofe Pieces cal-
¢ led the Orphic Poems,’ fays Ariftotle Book 1.

of the SouL.
or. ) OF oNE are all things made, and into one
Toz.g) are they all to be refolved;—was the firft Prin-
ciple of Mufzeus’s Philofophy. LAERTI1US,

* * *

Ibid. (h)

Prddnid L Erran affirms, ¢ That there was one Sya-
Boid. (k)

grus a Poet, after Orpbeus and Mufzus, who
¢ is faid to have firft fung the Trojan War, hav~

¢ ing firft laid hold of that mighty Subject, and

¢ dared to tread in this unbeaten Road.’ But
Diogenes Laertius fays ¢ he was contemporary

¢ with Homer, and his Rival while alive; as
Mid_ < Xemgphanes was his Enemy after bis Death ;
93- (1) < who'
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« who alfo wrote againft Hefiod and Homer inSEc T.
¢ Elegies and Tambics, fneering at the things VIL
¢ they have faid concerning the Gods.” e

* * *

Aonc the oldeft Pieces of Poetry in the
World wege the folemn Hymns, fung at the high
Feftivals in the ancient Temples. Delos was one
of the earlieft religious Settlements in Greece 2
The Hymns fung there were not compofed by
any native Greek, but by one Oz e~ a Foreigner. p. o2 (m
¢ %’his Olen, fays Her‘oc};otm, coming fromlgLy-—%;._(@_;
¢ ¢ia compofed the oldeft Hymns that are fung
¢ at Delos’ And to the fame purpole P:lz\z/z{:r;
nias {peaks of *Olen the Lycian, as the Bid. (n)
“ who compofed the moff ancient Hymns in 93-W)
« Greece”

TuE Statue of Apollo in this Temple was
very ancient, and had fome peculiar Emblems,
Plutarch upon the Authority of Anticles and
Ifrus, two old Hiftorians, relates that it had’

a Bow in one Hand, and with the othet fup-
ported the tbree Graces, who held each an In-
ftrument of Mufic, on¢ a Lyre, another a Flute,

and the third a Syrinx or Pipe; as to the Anti-
quity of it, continues the fame Author,—¢ This_s:.
¢ Statue is o old, that the Makers of it are faid #d.
¢ to be of that Generation of Men, who were

¢ contemporary with Hercules!

Plutarch of Music.

* C Tug
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SEcT.
VIL * % *

Thue Hiftory of the Invention of Arts has
P.92. (1) employed many curious Pens. ¢ Some of the
94 () ¢ Arts, according to Plate, difcovered themfelves
¢ to Dedalus, fome to Orpbeus, fome to Pala-
¢ medes ; the Laws of Harmony were found out
¢ by Marfyas and Olympus; and the Lyre by
¢ Ampbion. Laws. Book 3.
Bid () ¢ Music, according to Pliny, was invented
#id. (1) < by Ampbion: The Pipe and common Flute
‘ by Pan, the Son of Mercury : The German
¢ Flute by Midasin Pbrygia ; the double Flute
¢ by Marfyas in the fame Country. The Lyd;-
* an Meafure was the Invention of Amphion ;
¢ the Dorian of the Thracian Thamyras ; the
¢ Pbrygian of Marfyas. A Lute was firft
¢ framed by Ampbion, others fay by Orpheus,
¢ others by Linus : Terpander ufed it with feven
¢ Strings ;3 Simonides added an eighth; Timo-
¢ theus a ninth. Thamyras firft played on the
¢ Lute without finging; Amphion firt fung to
¢ it, others fay Linus : Terpander firft compofed
¢ fongstoit. But Dardanusthe Trezenian was
¢ the firft Man who fung to a Flute.’
NaTturaL HisT. Book 7.

¥ * *

Evzery Bopy knows that the greateft Ma-
Jlers in Mufic have each of them their peculiar
‘ ﬁ ‘ I_VIAN:
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MANNER, as much as the Painters, Poets, or SE cT.
Profeffors of any of the nobler Arts. The An- VIL
cients, whofe Mufic was not fo wild and irre- ~—
gular as ours, had marked thefe feveral Man-
ners, as they were fitted to this or the other
Paffion, and difpofed the Hearers to fuch a par-
ticular Temper of Mind; and knew them by the
Name of their Inventor, or of the Nation where
they were principally practifed. Thus, fays Po/-
dux, < The Meafures of Olympus and Mar/fjas P. 94 (v)

< are the Phrygian and Lydian, and the fune- 95 ().

¢ ral Tunes are particularly the Invention of O-

« hympus. And Arifotle affirms, that Olym- wid. (xy
¢ pus’s Airs are allowed by all to make Men 795 )
¢ entbufiaftic :*—and a little afterwards fpeak-

ing of the different Harmonies and their Ef-

fets, he fays, ¢ The Pbrygian Meafure raifes

v us to Enthufiafm,’ fo that Olympus appears to

be the Author of it.

Bu the fulleft Teftimony is given by Plu-
tarch.

« Orrmpus, fays he, appears greatly .to o5 ()
« have promoted Mufic, by introducing fome 46 («/
< things that never had been invented, ?nd were
« wholly unknown to thofe before him ; and
« particularly he appears to have been the Au-

« thor of the noble Species of the genuine Gre-
“ cian Mufic.”

#Ca2 ¢ THERE

-~

€ e _w
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SeEcT.

VII.
Ibid.(d)

96..f)

I%d. (c)
“9%. @)

99. (0}

Proors of the Enguiry into

¥ * *

€ T xere was an Heroic Poem, extant be-
¢ fore Homer, written by Orabantius of Tree-
¢ zen, as the Trezenian Records relate; and
¢ there is another, who is faid to have lived be-
¢ fore Homer, Dares of Phrygia, whofe Pbry-
¢ gian-Iliad I know is preferved till now.” So
Elian affirms in the eleventh Book of his va-
rious Hiftory ; and likewife ¢ That Melifander,
¢ the Milefian, wrote the Battle of the Lapithe
¢ and the Centaurs s an AQion of great Fame in
¢ the early Ages of Greece.

* ¥* *

It feems to be a bold Affertion of the Au-
thor of the Enguiry, ¢ That the ancient My-
“s thology is a Syftem of the Univerfe digefted
“ and wrought into an Allegory: a Compofi-
« tion made up of infinite Parts, each of which
“ has been a Difcovery by itfelf; and the
¢¢ Cloathing them with Fable, and the putting
¢« them together, a Work of Ages, and the
« conjun&t Effort of Politics and Pbilofophy.”
But hear a Promife of one of their great Sages to
a Difciple ;

Of Gods immortal, and of mortal Mm,

Th’ eternal Combination Tbox fhalt know,

By which each thing above, and each below,

Is beld, and governd=—  PYTHAGORAS.
From
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From the firft Inventors of this fabulous SEcT.

Wifdom, Pbornutus fays that Hefiod has taken

VII.

his Mythology : In fpeaking of the Nature of =V
Saturn, ¢ He is of Opinion that the Explication p ., /)
~ ¢ given of it by Hefiod might be ftill more com- o1 (g

¢ pleat; he ( Hefiod) having borrowed things
¢ from more ancient Authors, and added the
¢ moft fabulous part of the Story himfelf; by
¢ which means it has happened, that the greateft
¢ Part of our Theology has been fpoiled.

* * *

Horace, in his elegant Way, has given 2
fuccin@® Hiftory of the Rife and Progrefs of
Poetry, and of the various Subjeis to which it
‘has been applied, with that Juftnefs of Thought,
and Lappy Concifenefs of Expreffion, which fo
fairly dirtinguith him among the Poets.

——The Wifdom firft in vogue,
Was to mark out, difiinél, the facred Bounds
Of Public ¢hings and private, holy andcommon ;
And fafbion by Degrees a Common-Weal : ‘
To flop promifcuots Luft, give Marriage Rules,
Found ample Cities, and carvg Laws in Cedar.
Thus Fame and Reputation firft accrued
To Bards infpir'd, and brighten’'d every Song :
A Race divinely wife. Inorder next
Homer appear’d, diftinguifb’d.

Letter to the P1so’s.
*Cg3 WHEN

Iid. (n)

101.(r)
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Secr. -
VIL * % %

v~ Wxen Eneas had entered the Moiith of
the Tyber with his Fleet, and received the pro-
mifed Omen of his being arrived at the happy
Land dettined by Fate to be the Seat of his
Kiagdom, he ordered Libations to fupster, and
Prayers to the Manes of his Father :

P.102.(s) His Temples with a leafy Bough be bound,
And firft the Genius of the Place ador’d :
Tben Mother-Earth, the firft of Gods; and
Nymphs
And Rivers yet unknown : Then ancient Night,
With all ber thining Train. In order next
T’ Idean Jove and Cybele be pray’d :
And laply, lowly bending, be invok'd
His Parents, one from Heaven, and one from
Hell,

THi1s Account of Eneas’s Prayer givesa Com-

dious View of the ancient Syffem of Theo-

; and fhews ¢ that the Univerfe and its

¢ Parts, or the Appearances and Powers of Na-
 sure, mixed with the Manes of their de

“ ed Friends, were the real Obje&ts of their

¢ Warthip.”

SEC-
.
1
\
N ~ R, -
S TP— — —
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SEcT.

SECTION VIIL e

N THE old Altar of PAN, fays Sanna- P. 105.b)
_ ¢ zaro in his delightful Paftoral the AR- 7 T107.(b)
¢ CAD I4, there hung two large Tablatures of
¢ Beech, full of ruftic Characers, which con-
¢ tained their ancient Laws, and Inftructions for
the Pafloral Life. In one you faw marked
all the Days of the Year; the Changes of the
fucceeding Seafons; and the Inequalities of
Night and Day: Along with thefe were the
Prognoftics of the Weather; and what Days
of the Moon are lucky, and what unlucky for
the Works of Men: And what every Perfon
in every Hour ought either to follow or to
fhun, in order not to trefpaﬁx againft the Will
of the Gods, as far as it can be obferved and
“known.—1In the otber, you read what kind
of Management was proper for the Flocks ; of
what Make you ought to chufe your Cow
¢ and Bull; their Years fit for Breeding, &rc.’
And the ancient Prieft of the God had per-
¢ fect Knowledge ‘of the Heaven, the

« L) a & L) LY LY a & L) LY LI Y

¢ Earth and the Sea; the unwearied Sun, and
¢ the growing Moon ; and of all the Stars with
which the Heaven is arrayed ; and confequent.
ly, could tell the Seafons of Plowing, of Reap-
ing, of dreffing the Vines, and planting the

*C4 ¢ Olives ;

~

ra «
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SecT.© Olives; of grafting the Trees, and enriching

P. 106 (o)
108. (c)

VIIL.
Corymmed

¢ them wnh Boughs not their own.’

* ¥ *

It 1as been already obferved that there was
a Family in Cbios, one of the fineft Iflands of

. the Archipelago, who called themfelves Home-

ride, or Children of Homer. They were Rbap-
Jods _/l: by Profeffion, and wandered all over
Greece, finging their Parent’s Verfes, It was
their pious Cuftom to uther in their Pecformance
with a Prayer to Fupiter 5 to which Pindar al-
ludes in the Bcgmnmg of his fecond Nemean
Ode.

Wbhence Homer’s tuneﬁzl Race
- Begin their divine Song

(Songfters they moftly are of flowing Perfe)

From mighty Jove, to whom thefe Games belong 5

So the Champion of the Field, &c.

¥* * *

Tue Age and Country of Homer have been

the Subjects of geeat Difputes among learned
Men ; and particularly it has been a Matter of
high chate, whether Hefiod and He were Co-
temporaries f=——if they were acquainted ?——mif
they met at any of the Grecian Feftivals, and
ftrove for the Prize of Poetry? A Commentator

upon

-

. i ¢ -
- ——— J—

e e ——————



g~y

Homer’s Life and Writings. 41

upon Pindar has preferved thefe three Linesof Sk c 1. '

Hefiod, which, if genuine, determine the Que- VIII
ftion ; ’ e d

In Delos firft, Homer and ], young Bards, P. 100.(2)
Inyouthful Hymns, alternate, tur’d our Song s  ~ii. (g)
To ﬁng Latona’s Sor, awful and bright,

* * *

In e Ruins of a Roman Building near the
Bsiz in Italy, the followmg Infcription was
found on a large Piece of Marble, which has
probably been the Portal of a Bath, or fome A-
partment of Pleafure

BALNEA, VINA, VENVS, CORRVM-
PVNT CORPORA NOSTRA:
SED VITAM FACIVNT BALNEA,

VINA, VENVS.
Baths, Women, Winc our Health de_/irpy, P.rro.(1)
And cut Life's feanty Line : iz (1)

But what bas Life, or Health of Foy,
Without Baths, Women, Wine ?

* * *

Moperx Poetry took its Rife, they fay,
from ;hat of the Moors, who firft brought
Rhime into Eurq)e It appeared firft in Pro-
wence; a happy Sail and Climate, where the

' Roman

\
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Sk c T. Roman Language had taken deepeft Root, and
VIII. which being mixéd afterwards with the Nor-
= thern Tongues, produced that flowing Dialec?
ufed by their Poets, whom they called Trova-

dores or Troubadours ; as if they had faid Contri-

vers or Inventers, ‘The Name is ftill known

P. 112 () and ufed in Spasn. ¢ All the Knights-Errant
114 ©0) «¢ of the laft Age, fays Cervantes, or by far the
«greateft Part of them, were great Trovadores,

‘ (Inventers of Songs and Verfes) and great Mu-

« ficians.” Don QuIXoTE.
* % *
—-—: - 5((3 Tre CharaGer of a real Poet from Fu~
venal. :

The Man whofe noble Genius is allow'd,

Who with firetch’d Pinions foars above the Crowd,

Who mighty Thought can cloath with manky
Drefs;

He whom I fancy,—but can ne'er exprefs ;

Such, fich a Wit, tho rarely to be found,

Muft be fecure from Want, if not aboynd.

Nice #s his Make : —no Hard/bips can be bear,

Avoiding Bufinefs, and abborring Care ;

He muft bave Groves, and lonely Fountains chufe,

And eafy Solitudes to bait bis Mufe ;

Unvex'd with Thoughts of Want.—w—=The Human

4 Mind ;
Two Carcs admits notm Mr, Crt, DRYDEN.
Prazo
o R T i ® ———
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Pravo callsaMind fit for Poetry ¥YYXHNSECT.

ABATON; a Soul untrod. It is oppofed to

VIIL

what our Shakefear calls, a Mind beaten and p 1Y,

backney’d in the Ways: of Men.
* ¥* *

It s a curious Obfervation made by Velleius
Paterculus, « That the Cities (of Thebes and
t¢ Lacedemon) two of the firft States in Greece,
 were Soils quite barren of Poetry and Learn-
 ing; excepting that Thebes had been made
¢ famous by Pindar’s fingle Voice: For it is
¢ without Foundation that the Lacedemonians
“ claim Alcman as their Town’s-Man.”
This Obfervation is employed by the Author of
the Enguiry, to prove ¢ that a Mind fricly
¢ moulded by Forms and Djfcipline is incapable
f of fublime Poetry, which is the moft exten-
¢ five Imitation of Men and various Manners.
¢ The Order of a Town, he fays, eludes the
¢ Paffions ;—the Reftraints of it d/un¢ them, and
‘ confequcntly cramp both Fancy and Expref-
¢ fion.”

NoTHING can be more juft than the fol-
lowing Chara@ter of Homer's Manner and Style
given by Plutarch ; and nothing more oppofite
to the ordinary well-known Round of a Town-
Life,

I ‘ ¢ Tue

- r.@k - it~ -
—

-, .
B e L eee—e—m .. T

116. r)

18s. (u)
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SEcT. ¢ THE whole ftrain of his Narration, fays
VIIL < he, is marvellous ; and the Texture of Acci-
P« dents in his Poem is wrought up in the para-
Tiz1.(b) ¢ doxical and fabulous Manner. This is done
“ to fill thofe who read it with Anxiety and
¢ Wonder, and firike thofe who hear it with
¢ Aftonifbment. 1Itis only to gain this End that
¢ the Poet fometimes quits Probability and
¢ Truth: As when he equips his divine Per-
¢ fons with 200 many Attributes, or gives them
¢ an Adtion or Sentiment that out-fboots the Al-
¢ legory.”.
* % *

 Tue Porr has deferibed the Condition of -
a Man refrefbed and warmed after great Fatigue, -
we may {uppofe from Experience.

120. (b) ————When Miferies are paft,
124- (1) Pleafure abides the Man, who many a Step
Thro’ Toils and Dangers took.

To THE fame Purpofcjz‘wmal fays pleafant-
ly, that it was after a_full Meal that Horace.
124 (7)_raifed the Bacchic Shout,~Evoz !

128.(n)
* ¥* *
T'ue Use of Fable is to adorn and illuftrate
Truth; as a Cipher added to a Number en-
| “hances
8 Scc Page 2351 of Edition I, and 240 of Edit, 2.
e o T me— e e B e S S VO b
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hances its Value, and the Light of a PiGture is SEc T.
increafed by the Shade. That natural Faculty VIIL
of the human Soul which Plato fays is always “*v—
pregnant with Wif{dom and Thought ; that pro-
duéive Power out of which our Lord Bacon fays
Invention ftreams more divinely into the Minds
of young Men, was called by the ancient Poets
an Infpiration from Heaven. The EffeGts of it
in their Works were fo delightful and ftrange,
that the Pretenfion was admitted by the Public;
and it was univerfally allowed, Tbat their Verfes
awere the Diflates of Divinity.

WHEN the cautious and couragious Uly/fes af-
ter much wandering had at length reached his
native Ifle, he heard that during his long Ab-
fence the young Men in Ithaca, and from all
the neighbouring Coafts, had come in great
Numbers as Suitors to his Lady; and taken Pof-
feffion of his Houfe ; and at laft were grown fo
arrogant, confiding in their Numbers and the
Probability of his Death, as to command like
Matfters his Pofleflions, and confume their Pro-
duce; feafting every Day at his Expence, and
killing his Sheep and Oxen, and drinking his
Wine at their Pleafure, _

As avry the Troops he had carried with him
to Troy, were either killed in the War or had
perithed at Sea, he did not think it advifable to
difcover himfelf, at his firft Landing, to fuch a
Band of rude Inmates as were then revelling 1;1?3
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Sk ¢ T. his Palace : But difguifing himfelf like an old

VIIL. Beggar, he came firft ftroling to the Cotgage of

v~ his Herdfman Eumeus, with whom he ftaid
three Days and three Nights, and made himfelf
known to his Son Telemachus, now come of
Age:—Then in the fame Difguife, he went
to Town to his own Habitation ; where perfo-
nating a poor wandering Stranger, his Queen,
the famed Penelope, was inclined to fee him,
that the might enquire, Whether in his wan-
dering he had heard no News of her Lord ? and
according to the Simplicity of thefe Ages, bid
the chief Herdfman call him to her Prefence.
Eumeus told her, « that the Stranger had heard
« of Ulyffes in Thefprotia ; that he was a Man
¢ of the moft entertaining Converfation ;—for
« that he having kept him three Days and three
«¢ Nights in his Hovel, had heard him recount
« many of his Adventures; and while he was
« {peaking, continued he,

P. 127.(r) —1 lifen’d pleafed,
“131.) Fuft as a Man drinks up a Poct’s Song,
Who from the Gops can fing, and whom they
teach '
Words ravifbing to Men :—Admaz’d they fland,
They gaze, and liften bufl’d, and dread the End.

THis and the following Authorities, are pro-
duced to prove the general Reception of that
- Opinion, ¢ That the ancient Bards were God’s
¢ Mi-
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¢ Minifters, and fung only as they were infpired SE c T,
¢ from aboves and as fuch that they were highly VIIL
< honoured and reverenced by the People’. Of *~
another of the fame Profeffion Homer fays, '

New Strains of Verfe S,
He freely firikes, and follows bold bis Flame : 0
‘Nor is the Bard to blame ;’tis Jove who prompts,

And gives to Mortals, as be wills to each.

And Alcindus the Pheacian Prince, at a grand
Entertainment fays to a Servant,

———But call the Bard divine 16id. (6
Demodocus, whom Gop bath bleft with Song, %4
9o chear Mankind ; in whatfoever Strain
His Genius takes the Loofe.—

And when he was come,

TH indulgent Mufe allow’d the Bard to fing %:—:g;—-
The Deeds of Men.

To THE fame Purpofe a modern Poet, the
Author of the admired Paftoral Paffor Fido,
' P. 128.(1)

That Part of Us which fees and knows, 132. (x)
Is not our Virtue, but it comes from Heav'n:
Heaven gives at Pleafure, and Heaven takes

away,

SEC-
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SECTION IX.

¢ HE Egyptians, fays the moft learned

¢ Author of Tbe divine Legation of
¢ Mofes demonfirated, like all other People, in
their Defcriptions of the Ozber World, ufed
to refemble it to fomething they were well
acquainted with in #bis. In their funeral
Rites, which, as we obferved, was with them
a Matter of greater Moment than with any
¢ other Nation, they ufed to carry their Dead

A A& a & a

¢ over the Nil, and through the Marth of

¢ Acherufia, and there put ’em into Subter-
¢ raneous Vaults.’

Frowm this Progrefs the Author of the Enguiry
feems to think that Orpbeus and Homer, and the

Poets who copied from them, borrowed their - |

Defcription of the Paffage of depatted Souls to
Hell; and quotes thefe temarkable Lines of
Homer in fupport of it. They containan Account
of the Paffage of the .Souls of the flaughtered
Woers, whom Ulyffes had flain, and whom Mer-

cury was conducting on their dreary Journey.

P.131.(c) They pafs’d the candent Rock, by Ocean’s Streams ;
136. (c) Tben thro’ the folar Gates, and Land of Dreams

They travelld quicks; and reach'd the flowery

Mead,
Where Souls inbabit, Fantoms of the Dead.
, . The
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SecT,
* % 0w IX.
Tz Labies in Egypt, as they are in all =V’
polithed luxurious Countries; were true Judges
of their own Pleafures,——and had no ill Talent
at inventing new ones. The beauteous Helen
feems to have been a favourite among them,
and to have been let into the Secret of thei;
Ointments, Perfumes, beautifying Fluids, an
cordial Drops to banifb Melancholy : For a Wo-
man, {o accomplithed both in Body and Mind,
could not mifs of a favourable Reception in fuch
a Country, efpecially when her Charms were
heightened by Dsftrefs :

A charming Woman ne'er can weep in vain ;= P.134.(®
When from ber Tongue dear foft Delufions trill, 39 (1)
Her balmy Lips fend forth a golden Chain,

That leads us willing Captives at ber Will,

TaAsso.

!

* * ¥

- * Amonc the Egyptian Medicines is the 1. ...

¢ Opium. When they have fwallowed it, the 140

¢ Egyptians fay, that Men become exceedingly

¢ merry, and begin to talk of many ftrange

¢ things: They think themfelves much bolder

¢ than ufual, and fitter for undertaking any dar-

¢ ing Enterprife. Afterwards, when they turn

¢ drowzy, they fancy themfelves in Gardens
*D ‘amd
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SecT. ¢ and Arbours adorned with all forts of Plants,
IX. ¢ Trees, and Flowers, in the moft beautiful
=~ ¢ manner.’
* * *

Wien UlyfJes appeared to the W aoers, who
had taken Pofleflion of his Houfe, as a poor
reduced old Man, the moft probable Account
he could give of his Poverty was, That he had
gone a privateering to Egypz, the Place of the
greateft Wealth and Refort then in the World,
where he was taken and fold for a Slave, As
the Ancients ufed abundance of Freedom with
their Gods, he lays all his Misfortunes at the
Door of Fupiter, '

P.136. () Who, with a wandering Crew of lawlefs Rovers,
143-) Drove me to Egypt, a long dreary Road.

And when one of the haughty young Men
( Antinous) is offended with him, the firft
Threat that offers, is to bid him be quiet,

13+. (m) Lg/}wCyprus  foon you fee, or B1TTER Ecrpy.

-(p)
B HOMER has put into the Mouth of his
Hero a noble Defcription of the Metropolss of
this Country, the famous Tz 2£s. This Piece

of Knowledge Achilles might have learned from
the wife Chiron, the celebrated Mafter of the
carly

- -— M - - . = §
—_ {‘I_ = -' - I — — ‘?ki"’l m-q = . ‘_‘_M{‘o«
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early Heroes of Greece, or from his own Father, SecT.

- of whom Ammianus Marcellinus fays,—

¢« Prrusivm in Egypt, a famous Town,m
¢ which Peleus, Achilles’s Father, is faid to ~5g. ()

¢ have firft founded:* But it is much more pro-
bable that the Nature of the Soil has been the
Reafon of the Name, from Inaos Clay ; efpecially
ifit be the Tanis or Clay-Town of the Egyptians.

'THE Produce of that fertile Region is accu-
rately defcribed by Homer, '

Ecrea, where Mother-Earth all bou;zteou: yields _138.(P)

Innumerable Drugs of warious Ufe:

Some bighly precious for-their bealthful Fuice,
And many peflilential, fraught with Deatbh.

As Tur Egyptian was among the firft

" Governments in the World, fo it was likewife

the moft feverely modelled :

¢ For not only were the Hours of Bufinefs _ 14> (W)

¢ appointed in Egypt, or of hearing Caufes, and
¢ giving Judgment ; but the Hour for walking,
¢ for going into the Bath, for carefling one’s
¢ Wifes and in a word for every thing that is
¢ done in Life.’ Dioporus the Si¢ilian.
Tue cloudy ftubborn Temper of the People
required perhaps fuch ftrict Regulations : ¢ The

144- ()

146. (&

141. (%%

« Egyptians, fays another Hiftorian, for the 147-()

« greateft Part are dufy and moorifh in their
' *D2 ¢ Com-

!
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SE c T. ¢ Complexion, and inclined to Melancholy ; ex-
IX. ¢ ceedingly /itigious, and vehement Reclaimers :
¢ —=No Force of Tortures has been yet in-
¢ vented, which could compel an Egyptian to tell
¢ his own Name, if he had a mind to conceal
¢ it AMM. MARCELLINUS.

* * *

HOMERs Allegories, and divine Perfons
introduced into his Poem, are Emblems or Types
of the Powers and Parts of the Univerfe. ¢ For

P.142.5) ¢ all Theology and Enquiries concerning the
148.(9) ¢ Gods lead to a Difcuffion of o/d Opinions and
« of Fables ; becaufe the Ancients thus wrapt up
¢ their Conceptions of natural Caufes, and were
< fure to give a Veil of Fable to whatever they

¢ delivered.’ STRABO.
" Tuis Obfervation is extended by a truly
learned modern Author to other Subjects.—
Bid__¢ Wherefore, fays he, the ancient Poets ( like
149 ¢ Painters) with one and the fame Covering (Fa-
¢ ble,) exprefled their Conceptions of Things

¢ natural, theological, and moral 5 with which
¢ Sciences, comprehended in a Body, and fet
¢ forth in a popular Drefs, they ftruck out a

¢ Way to treat of great and profound - Myfte-

¢ ries)’ VinceENzo GRAVINA.

s

Tux
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\ SEcT.
* * * IX.
T'ue famed Oracle of Apollo at Delphi, a- "
mong the numberlefs Queftions propofed to it,
met with none more frequent than this: #hat
Religion, and what religious Performances are
moff acceptable to the Gods 2~—And the Wif-
dom of the Oracle feems never to have appeared
better than in the conftant Anfwer which it re- -

turned ; to wit THAT Religion eftablifbed

by Law in your Country. P

*Tis fit there fbould be Gods——fo let there be: P 143.
Let Prayers be faid, 150.

And Vows be paid,
The Ancient Rites fball never fail for me.

Ovibp,
Tu1s Compliance with the public Inftitution

of Religion in one’s Country was fometimes car-
ried the length of Complaifance. Thus the Au-

thor of an old Epigram ; ‘
If ancient HOMER de a God indeed, Bid. (;)
Then let bim Worthip bave, as is his due 3 149 {9)

Or if He's not a God, bis Merits plead,
That be fhould pafs for fuch, at leaft with you.

* ¥ ¥

7UPI TE R upon the Occafion of I know
not what domeftic Strife, faftened two Anvyils
*Dg3 to

I
f
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SE c T. to Juno's Feet, twifted a golden Chain about
XL her Arms, and mounting her aloft, hung her up
“—= between the Clouds and the Sky. Then, fays
~ the God,

P. 144.a) Into the Fields of Troy the Anvils down
“150. (£) I threw ; that Generations yet to come
- Might afk, and know the Truth —————

“ AND accordingly they fay, that two fuch
¢« Mafles of Iron, which a little above the Poet
¢ called Anvils, are fhewed by the People near
¢ Troy.” EusTATH1US.

* * *

PLATO, having before mentioned the firft

Caufe of all things, which he calls, —THE grear

Eternal Being without Beginning or Generation,

and—that which alone was, and 75, and 75 £
come ; with great Modefty adds,

145.(b) ¢ BuT now, to difcourfe concerning the in-

151 8) < ferior Gods, (i. e. all under the Univerfal

¢« Mind) and explain their Generation, is a-Sub-

“« ject too great for our Capacity: But in al]

« thefe things, we muft give Credit to thofe

¢ Perfons mentioned before, who affirm that

¢ they are themfelves defcended fiom the Gods,

“ and who, fome way or other, perhaps, may

“ have plainly come to the Knowledge of their

¢ Progenitors. 'We cannot therefore refufe our
- | <« Belief
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‘ Belief to thefe Children of the Immortals, SEcT.
‘ even though what they have faid thould want IX.
“ the neceflary Demontftrations, or even be void =¥
“ of Probability. But, in obedience to the
« Law, we muft give Credit to thofe who pro-
“ fefs to relate the Concerns of their own Fa-
¢ mily.”—There is hardly a more remarkable
Paffage in all Plaze’s Works than this ; nor one
that more clearly thews his religious Opinions,
N TiMAEUs.
* * *

I RemeEMBER to have frequently wondered
at that vulgar Expreffion, the Burtben of'a Song ;
and fometimes the Burthen of a P:&pbecy ;.
which fhould rather be called the Burthen of
the Poet or of the Prophet, if what the Author
of the Enguiry fays be true ; ¢ That the Mind,
¢ under a Fit of the Poetic or Propbetic Paffion
¢ joins the Images with inconceivable Avidity,
¢ utters with Rapture, and fecls the Joy of the
¢ Difcharge, like the throwing off a Burden or
¢ Deliverance from a Preffure” This feems to
have been the Cafe of 7irgil’s Sibyl in the fixth
Eneid ;

 The furious Prieflefs in ber Cavern foams, P.152.(*)
- Nor bears the God relustant—but in Rage, 158 (4
Ga/ping, fbe tries to fbake bim from ber Breaf? ; '
The barder fiill be reins ber gnawing Mouth,
Daunts ber fierce Heart, and pond’rous molds ber
Thoughts.

*Dy And
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SEcT. And indeed the Affinity between Poefry and
IX.  Prophecy is fo great, that one would eafily mif-
*=v=" take the Definition of the former for the latter.
Bid () ¢ The whole of Poefy, fays the admired Phi-
“158-(P) ¢ lofopher, is naturally myfterious and Enigma-
¢ tical; nor is it the Province of every Man to
¢ explain it; And befides its being fo by Na-
¢ ture, when it falls into the hands of an en-
¢ wious Man, who does not care to thew, but
¢ rather inclines to hide, as much as poffible,
¢ his Wifdom and Knowledge, it is inconceiv-
¢ able how hard a bufinefs it becomes, and how
¢ difficult, to conjeCture what each of them on
¢ every Point would be at.’
: o "PLATO’s ArLciBiAapes II.

: * ¥ ¥*

A Prophet o Propbeteﬁ, when in the Exer-
cife of their exalted Fundtion, are far above all
earthly Confiderations ;

150. () So God bimfelf commands, the Priefiefi fo
‘860.(r) Of great Bellona propbefy’d divine.
She, awhen the Goddefs moves, infuriate grown,
Fears neither rattling Flames, nor knotty Scourge ;
Sbhe wounds ber fireaming Arms with many a
 Gap, -
And fiands before the blood-befprinkled Shrine ;
Sbe fiands ber Side thruft thro', ber Bofom gor'd,
And fings, taught by the GoddeSs, things to come.
T TiBULLUS.

This
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This Mark of Infpiration (an apparent Mad-SE cT.
#efs) was fo generally admitted, that even the IX.
Pretenders, who had not the Reality, were for- “=
eed to adopt the Appearance :

For this good Reafon, Bid. (d)

Seme Brother Bards care not to fbave their ‘%0 .
Beards, :

Nor pare their Nails ; but flun the Eyes of Men ;

Seldom appear at Plays, or public Walks :

For fo the Name and Dignity of Poet

Is to be gain'd. Horactk.

* * *

It was a very amiable Difpofition of the
learned and laborious Diodorus the Sicilian, to-
wards the received Religion of his Country,
that made him lay it down as a Principle,

“ TuaT in general, through the whole of .,
,¢ hiftoric Mythology, we ought by no means o5 (”
¢ to be too nice in fifting the Truth, nor too
« morofe in going about to confute the Legend
“ by every Argument that can be brought a-
¢ gainft it.”—There are fome Subjecs which
will not bear the Difcuffion of a curious Enquirer,
and, when fubjected to it, feldom afford him
much fatisfaction for his Pains. The firft Look
of them is the beft, being of the Nature of the
Beauty, of whom T 4550 fays,

She
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S %‘(’ T+ Sbe neither bid, nor yet exposd ber Charms.

Qg o)
P.iss5.(f)
161. (u)

Peruaps Futurity may be of this Sort ; a-
bout which Men in the worft Times, and fome
of the worft Men have been always the moft
anxious ; fuch as were in the lower Ages of the
Roman Empire, and near two Centuries ago at
TS the Court of France. It is the faying of one of

the wifeft of the Ancien

Of things to come, it’s bard to know the End ;

Or bow th Almighty means it to fulfill :

A Vail of Darknefs buman Sight defends,

And marks the narrow Limits of our Skill,
SIMONIDES.

SECTION X

EMOCRITUS, the Aathor of the A-
tomical Hypothefis adopted by Epicurus,

and the greateft Traveller of the ancient Phi-
lofophers, feems to have been ftruck with Ad-
miration of Homer’s Works. In a happily in-
162.(a) vented Word (BEAZQ) he faid,
155, @a) * That a God-like Genius baving fallen to Ho-
« mer's Lot, be bad compofed bis divine Poems,
“ containing all the Varieties of Style and Cha-
“ ratter.” This I believe is the oldeft Criticifm

upon Record concerning Homer. Dion.

HumMmaN

)
J
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_ SEcT.
* * * X.

Qe ]

Human Palicy is faid no where to commit :
more Miftakes, than in the Dire&ion of reli-
gious Matters: But for this Obfervation, one
might venture to affirm, that the Priefts of E-
gypt, or whoever had the firft framing of their
religious Model, had alted with great Wifdom
and Forefight, when they!affirmed that the
Form of their Worfhip, and the very common
Prayer of the Country had been prefcribed by
the very Deity to whom it was to be addreffed.
It is to be prefumed, that they meant by this to
procure perfect Submiffion to their Liturgy, and
prevent the pernicious Effects which Diffenfions
upon fuch important Points have produced in
many Countries. Plato, who had converfed

with the Egyptian Priefts, lets us know, ¢ That P.165.(b)

¢ they affert in Egypt, that the facred Hymns, 369 ()
¢ preferved among them fo long a time, were
¢ compofed by the Goddes ISIS. LawsIL

* * *

Thue following Account of the Source of
the Nil, is from EUTHYMENES, who has
fully exercifed the Privilege of a Traveller: He
has adapted a Lye to the common Tradition of
it’s flowing out of the A#/antic Ocean.—¢ I have 146, (c
¢ failed the Atlantic Ocean: —out of it the T17z.(c)
¢ Nile

¢
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Se cT. ¢ Nil flows, and increafes during the Seafon of

- X. ¢ the Efefan Wind : for then the Sea-water is

= ¢ forced outin greater Quantity by the Strength
¢ of the Winds; but when they ceafe, and the
¢ Ocean f{ubfides, then the Flood in the River
¢ likewife abates. Moreover the Taffe of that
¢ Sea is fweetith, and the Monflers in it refem-
¢ ble thofe found in the Nilk.’

SENEcA Nat. Queft.

* * *

T e Northern Parts of Europe were long
unknown to the Grecks. ARISTAEAS, a
Native of Proconnefus, firft vifited the Scythians,
and found, as he faid, a People among them
with only one Eye, whom he called Arimafpians,
and were the fierceft of Men. He compofed at
his Return a Work called by their Name. The
moft judicious Strabo gives this Charater of

P.175.() him : — Arifizas, the Author of the Ari-
181. () < mgfpian Poems, as they are commenly called
“ ——a Quack, if ever there was one in the
“ World.” GEOGRAPHY Boek 13.
* * * ,

It gives a grand Idea of the Temple at Del
phi, to hear it reprefented as the Place of Refort
of the Gods ; where they kept their Feftivals,
and where the moft amiable Part of the heaven-
ly Choir danced for Joy :

But
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But when the Goddefs of the Chace forfakes 5 E)g.'r'
Her Pleafure, and unbends ber Silver Bow, —
To Delphi’s wealthy Shrine ber Courfé fbe takes, P.184.(p)
To guide the fweeteft Chorus Eartb can jbow 5

Mufes and Graces mix’d.

Music and Poetry were particularly under
the Protection of Apollo; and the Oracles, which
he uttered, for many Ages were alwaysin Verfe.
Strabo informs us ¢ that Pyrhia, having received 179. (m)
¢ the Infpiration or Blaft, uttersProphecies both g5 (q)°
“ in Verfe and Profe s but that the latter too
¢ are put into Metre by certain Poets, Retainers
¢ to the Temple.” The rocky Afpe& of the
Mountain, on which the Temple ftood, is point-
ed at by Homer himfelf,

ArTER Paris had done fuch Indignity to
Greece by the Rape of Helen, Agamemnon the
clder Brother of the injured Prince, and the
greateft Sovereign in Greece, before he would un-
dertake to avenge it, went to Delpbi in Perfon,
according to the Cuftom of thofe Days, in or-
der to confult the Oracle concerning the Iffue
of the intended War. Homer infinuates, that
a Quarrel between Ulyffes and Achilles was then
foretold, as the Omen he was to look for, of the
Deftruétion of Troy:

For fo brngt Pheebus bad ﬁretold their Fate, _18o. ()
That Day be trod the ftony Temple's Gate 186.(1)

of
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SE cT. Of boly Pythos: Then the bitter Root

X.

_1bid. (p)

Of Woe began to fhoot to Greece and Troy.
OpyssEY.

* DEL.PH]I, fays Strabo, is a rocky Place

187-0) ¢ ;0 she Jorm of a Theatre, with the Oracle at

182. (s)

188. (w)

¢ the Top.’

¢ THE Oracle itlelf, they fay, is a hollow
¢ Cave, not floping, but a dire& Precipice down-
¢ ward, with a narrow kind of Mouth, out of
¢ which there iffues an Enthufiaftic Gale, or
¢ Wind that rendersMen prophetical. STrABoO.

* * *

Tu: GREEKS acknowledge themfelves
to be indebted to the Curetes and Idean Dadlyls
for the Introduction of Mechanical Arts :—s
They were propagated by the way of Crete;
from whence alfo the famous prophetical Efta-
blithment at De/phi drew its Founders. The
Cretans were a knowing, religious People, and
expert Mariners, when the reft of Greece was
ftill uncivilized, and utterly ignorant of Sea-Af-
fairs, Of them fays Virgil, fpeaking of the City
Megara not far from Atbens,

~755. (&) This Town, great Minos, then renown'd in Arms,

Kept f2ill in Terrour of bis plund’ring Fleet.
' CeIRIs,

But

_— e e e e e SN A0



VT

HowMmer’s Life and Writings. 63
But the original Picture of the other Greeks is SE C T
very different : Far from being able to fit out ~X.
a Fleet, or even to build a fingle Ship, \

They neither knew Piss. (8
Tile-cover'd Houfes flanding in the Sun,

Nor Timber-work 5 but like the Eartb-bred Ant,

They lived in funlefs Caves dug under Ground.

No certain Sign bad they of Winter's Cold,

Nor of the flow'ry Spring, or Summer’s Store 5

But blindly managed all— EscHyLUs.

Thefe are the People whom Pirgil charaCterizes,

A fubborn Race, on Mountains living wild. 192. (c)
' .(h
PHORONEUS was the firft Prince who 1 ()

was born in this Country, (Peloponnefus) for I- "199. ()
nachus was not a Man, but the River-God who

was the Father of Pboroneus.— ¢ This Phoro-

¢ meus, the Son of Inachus, firft gathered Man-

¢ kind together into a Community, who before

¢ his Time were fcattered up and down, and

¢ had each of them feparate Dwellings; and

¢ the Place in which they were firft brought to

¢ live together, was called from him the Pho-

¢ ronean Town. PausaNias.

No wonder that the Invention of Corn ap-
peared fo divine to fuch a ftarving Community,
as to entitle its Author to Worthip and Divini-
ty. Lucretius fays of Cybele, the Mother of
the Gods ; '

Con-
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S E; " Concerning ber, old Superftition fram'd

s A thoufand thes, ‘and 1dan-Mother nam’d ;
2.199-0) Then a large Train of Phrygian Priefts afign'd;
Becaufé in Phrygia Cotn af firft took birth,
And thence was [catter'd o'er the other Eartb,
CREECH.
* * *

AN Appearance of fupetior Knowledge, and
particularly the Reputation of poflefling fome
rare Secrets, hath a great Influence upon the

_194.(d) Minds of the Vulgar: < For this Reafon, fays
“201. ()¢ Strabo, both the Priefts of Egypt, the Chalde-
¢ ans of Babyln, and the Perfian Magi an-
¢ ciently obtained Honour and Pre-eminence in
¢ their feveral Nations, becaufe they excell’'d in
¢ fome kinds of Knowledge.
GEoGRAPH. Book L.

THE fame Author’s Defcription of the primi-
tive Race of Priefts is both curious and inftructive,

#id () — The Corybantes, fays he, the Cabeirs, the

201.(p) ¢ Idean Daélyls, and the Telchines are faid to be

the fame People with the CURETE S. Others
fpeak of them as being all allied to one ano-
ther, and mark out fome fmall Differences be-
tween the feveral Tribes : But to take them
¢ in the grofs, and fpeak of the greater Part,
¢ they were all a kind of Entbufiaftic Baccha-
¢ nals, who, under the Form of facred Minifters,
in

Y LY "~
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¢ in an armed Proceffion, accompanied with SE T+ "
¢ Drums, Cymbals, and the Clangour of Arms;  X.
< and alfo with Flutes and fhouting, endéa~ v~
¢ voured to aftonith and ftrike an Awe into

¢ Mankind by the Tumult and Noife of their
¢ Worthip : It is faid further, that thefe Ritgs
¢ of the Curetes in fome meafure co-incide with
¢ thofe practifed in Samotbrace, and in Lemnos,
¢ and in ﬁ:veral other Places ; for this Reafon,
¢ that the Adminifirators of thcm wete oneand
¢ the famePeople. Itis true that this Method of
¢ reafoning upon thefe Sub)e&s properly belongs
¢ to Theology s but neither is it foreign to the
« Speculations of a Pbilofopher. STRABO,

IT 15 of the fame ﬁcred Order that Lucre-
tius fings '

Amidf their Pomp, fierce Drums and Cymbals P.202.q)
‘ beat, :
And the boarfe Horns with rattling Notes do
"~ threat, ’
The Pipe in Phrygian Strains dsfiurbs their Souls,
Till Reafon overtbrown, mad Paffion rules ;
They brandifb Arms, thofe dreadful Signs of War,
To raife in impious Routs religious Fear.
CREECH.

* * *

* ALL TrE Branches of the Ar¢ of Propbecy, 196.(0)
¢ fays Strabo, were held in great Eftoem among 2% &“9
*E ¢ the
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SEcT.* the Ancients,and particularly their OrRAcLEs:
X. ¢ But now they are almoft wholly neglected.’
“~~/  TuE Roman State contented itfelf with con.
fulting the Sibylline Verfes upon any Emergen-

; and the Greeks were difpirited by their De-
pendency. This, with the general Spreading of
Learning at that Time, which is no Friend to
religious Impofitions, brought the Reputation of
the Oracles very low. It is Application from
the Rich, and Countenance from the Great, that
give Life and Name to any facred Inftitution,
where Entbufiafm is not intermixed ; in that
cafe, a little Perfecution does rather better.

* * e

EAGE MAKAP IIAIAN, TITYO-
KTONE, ®OIBE, ATKOPET,
MEM®IT ATAAOTIME, 1HIE, OA-

BIOAOTA!

P.z00.(i) IT would not be eafy to tranflate thefe two
209.(5) Verfes from Orpheus’ Hymns, foasto make them
intelligible to an Englifh Reader, without fuch
Circumlocutions as would fwell them to fix

or eight. The moft learned Yofeph Scaliger,
though he had Roman INDIGITAMENTA, to

anfwer to the greater Part of the Greek, has

yet left out fome of the Epithets of thefe in his
Tranflation, amd fubftituted others not exactly

adapted to the Original. The neareft Senfe of
_ the
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the Words ise— < CoME, bappy PaAN, the SECT.
“ God who killed Tityus; thou who obferveff  X.
“ the Seafons like the Wolves; a Native of =
« MempH1s ; glorious in Homour; God of the
 Bow ; Giver of good things |—— ,

Tue fame facred Author, in his Hymn to
Latona, has thus exprefled Apolle’s fecond my-
thological Birth ; |

¢ Thou broughtft forth Phaebus, and the Dart- 2221 ’;)
¢ Joving Diana j——the God among the Delian 209.(d)
+ ¢ Rocks, and the Goddefs in Ortygia.’ '

* * *

T ue great End which the earlieft Philofo-
phers propofed to themfelves, was.to regulate the
Manners of Mankind : and the Method they
took to attain it, was by fwaying the Paffons,
and modelling thofe Habizs that principally
form them. This they attempted fome of them
by Mufic, fome by Paefy, fome by the Gymna-.
fic Exercifes, and others by Religion.
¢ THE oldeft Philofophy in Greece, and moft
¢ generally profefled, was in the Ifland Crete, and 203.(n)
¢ the City Lacedemon ; and the greateft Num- 211 ()
¢ ber of wife Men the World can thew, are to
¢ be found there.’ ' PraTo.
As a Specimen of the Influence of the laft
named Method of civilizing Men, (by Religion)
the fame Philofopher, when he is forming 2

*E 2 Scheme
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SEc T.Scheme for the Improvement of hisCountrymen
X. in real Wifdom, befides the many other Helps,
== from Mufic, Poetry, public Difcipline, &. ¢ Ta-
¢ king always in, fays he, the Inftru&ion from
P.204(0)¢ the Oracles, and Prophecies they may receive
a12. (¢ from Delpbi.’

%* * *
Onr of the moft celebrated of the Pytha-

goreans was Timaeus of Locris: His Philofophy
is contained in athort Treatife, happily preferved,

and entitled

211. (a) The Book of TIMAEUS the Locrian,
219. () Concerning the SouL of the WoRLD,
and of NATURE.

Uron this Treatife, which Plazo is faid to
have purchafed at an immenfe Price, thefe Ver-
- fes of Timon the Satyrift are preferved :

- A little Book with a vaft Sum be bought ;
Whence catching, fly, the Hint, be undertook,
To write bis fam'd Timazus ; and explain
How this wide World was made.—~—

SECTION
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SECTION XI

HE fuppofing a Deity fubje&t to anygg ¢,
of the human Paffions, has always been X7,

reckoned one of the greateft Abfurdities ‘emye—d
and Impicties in the Heathen Syftem. They -
feem not to have been wholly mfcnﬁble of it
themfelves. ‘Thus Simonides :

T Immortals *mong tbemj?lves no Envy know 3 P.226.(a)
The Moon ne'er envies Pheebus® brighter Ray,
Nor Earth Heaven's Height, tho’ plac’d fo far
below ;
Nor é'er repine the Rivers af the Sea:
All fedfaft Concord keep.——

Tue learned and ingenious Mr. Letbnitz
feems to have thought the Fews not only free
from fuch grofs Miftakes—but likewife rich
in real Knowledge.—* One is furprized, fays he, _220. ()
¢ to find the Inhab:tants of a fmall Corner of 229
¢ the Earth, fuch as Fudea, more enlightened
¢ than all the reft of the human Race.
' Preface, THEODICE'E.
Anp one of their moft diftinguithed Doors,
Rabbi Yzuda, carries it ftill further : —
¢ IN our Law is comprehended all the Subtil B4 (o
¢ and Profound of the Sciences ; which is not fo W
¢ in the Books of other Religions,'—And a little
*E3 after-
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8k c T. afterwards—* The Foundations of all the Scien-
XI. < ces, and all the ConcLusioNs made from
“—v~J ¢ them, were transferred from US (Fews) firft
¢ to the Chaldeans, then to the Perfians and
¢ Medes, and afterwards to the Greeks.
Cuzary.

* * *

Tus firtt Origin of the human Race, and
in what Country it was firft produced, were Mat-
ters much difputed among the Ancients. The
higheft Conteft run betwixt the Scyzhians and
Egyptians, Inhabitants of the Northern and Sou-
thern Climates ; though other Nations, Pbeni-
cians and Affyrians, were not without their Pre-
tenfions to this remote Honour of Birth-Right,
Sfuftin the Hiftorian, and Diodorus the Sicilian
have ftated their feveral Claims, and recorded
the Reafons they brought to fupport them..

P.221(6)  « The Egyptians, fays the latter, affirm, that
2508 e jy ghe Beginning, when the World was cre-
« ated, the firf# Man was produced in Egypz.”

—The truth is, moft Nations, who knew little

of their own Origin, and grew afterwards great

and powerful, firft pretended to this Precedency,

and afterwards snvented Reafons, and perhaps con-

trived a chimerical Genealogy to fupport them,

222. (f) _*—The Origin of the Pbhenicians is very doubt-
230. (8) ful.—° Some Authors fay that the Phenicians
: ¢ and
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¢ and Sidonians, known to us, are a Colony of SE ¢ T.
¢ thofe who live upon the Ocean ; adding like- XI. -
- ¢ wife, as a Confirmation, the Reafon why they v~
¢ are called Pbemaam, becaufe the Sea from
¢ whence they came, is the Red Sea, (and Pbe-
¢ mician fignifies a Red Man.) Others again fay
¢ that thefe latter Pbemczam, upon the Red Sea,
‘area Colony from ours. STRrABO.
THE Jaft is the more probable Opinion, as _
they fpoke a Diale& of the wide-fpread Arame-
an Tongue, and in their Inftitutions both civil
and religious, fymboliz’d with the Eaftern Na- ., _Bid_(g)
tions, Diodorus bears witnefs ¢ That they had 231" (n)
¢ inflituted their Order of Priefts almoft in the
¢ fame Manner as they are fettled in Egyp? ; ma-
* king them free from Taxes, giving them Immu-
_ ¢ nity from all public Services, and putting them
¢ on the fame Footing with thofe the People of -
¢ Babylon callChaldeans’—Baut it -was their Sea-
Jaring Charater that made them famous:— 2.3, (i)
¢ The Navigation of the Phenicians is very ~232. (¥
¢ much talked of: They paflfed the Pillars of
¢ Hercules (the Streights of Gibraltar) and there
¢ they founded Cities; others they likewife
¢« founded about the Middle of the Coaft of A~
-« fric, (Cartbage, Utica, Hitpo, &c.) alittle
¢ after the Trojan War.’ - StraBo.

*E 4 It .




72 Proors of the Enquiry into
Secr.
XL * %* *
= It was long before the Weffern Boundary of
Europe, and the Eaffern Boundary of Afia were
generally known. The Geographers fpoke of
~them with great Uncertainty, and for the moft
part by meer Conjecture. Yet it is thought that
Homer muft have heard that thefe two vaft Con-
tinents were bounded on the Eaft and Weft by
the Ocean, by his making the Sun begin and
finith his diurnal Courfe in the wat’ry Element :
and that he muft have received this Knowledge
from the fea-faring Plenicians ; at the fame time
that he was unacquainted with the sn-land Parts
of both Continents. Thus fays he, in the poeti-
- cal Style :

».22%.(c) The Sun a-new wide-gilded all the Fields,
237.(p) From the deep-flowing Oc man rifing bright.

And again,

1id_ () Down in the Oczan dipt the bluzing Sun,
2337 Q) Invalving all in Night.—

wid.ey ¢ HO MER, fays Strabo, had no Know-
238. (1) ¢ ledge of the Syrian, nor of the Median Em-
¢ pire. For he whonames the Egyptian Thebes,
¢ and celebrates the Wealth of it and of Phens-
¢ cia, would never have pafled over in filence
¢ the Grandeur of Babylon, nor of Ninus and
¢ Ecbatana, had he known any thing of thefe
¢ Kingdoms.’ Nay

/
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Nay fo late as the Reign of Darius, the SEcCT.
Lacedemonians &id not know the Diftance of XL
either Sufa or Babylon from the Sea. —
¢ Crromenzs, King of Sparta,afked Ari- p. 299.t)
‘ ﬁagara: the Milefian, how many Days Jour- ~238.(3)
¢ ney it might be from the Jonian Sea, before
¢ one could reach the King? to wit, of Perfa.
HeropoTus.

* * *

- Thue Nortb-Eaft end of the Mediterranean
Sea, and particularly the great Bay made by the
Egean or Archipelago, which wathes the Coaft
of Thrace, the Foot of Atbes, and Theffaly, &c.
is the Part of all Greece with which Homer
feems to'be beft acquainted. And of it Pliny ]
very juftly remarks— ¢ Out of this Bay all the 230. (%
¢ fabulous Part of the Grecian Story, and all ~239-(v)
¢« the Lufire of Learning firft fhone forth:
¢ Wherefore we fhall dwell on it a little longer
¢ than ufual.’ Nart. Hisr.

¥* * *

P eopLE living in Towns, furrounded with
all the Convenjencies and Superfluities of Life,
have little Perception of the Variety of Manners
and Character, which another way of living pro-
duces. "No two Charafters can be more diffe-
rent than a fober Citizen of London, who pays

his

b . e T o

et ;e e < -l i i — : ‘
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SECT. his Debts, and fits down pun@ually to three

XI.

Meals a Day ; and a wild Arab, who lives upon

==~ his Purchafe, eats when he can, and fafts when

P.231.(h)

he cannot ear. In other Setts of Manners there is

“the fame Variety: As between the thoughtful,

effeminate, fedentary Chinefe, and the roving,
carclefs, bardy Tartar. It is fome of the wan-
dering Tribes of the Nation laft named that
Homer chara@erizes, when he fays, ¢ that almigh-
¢ ty fove, after viewing the Ficld of Battle of
¢ the Greeks and Trgjans, looked toward the
¢ Nortb :

His radiant Eyes be turn'd

240. (x) Afide from Troy, and bigh o'erlookd the Land

Of Warriors wont to combat band to band,

Myfians, and Thracian Horfé—

Aflately Race,—Mare’s Milk thesr Care and
Food ;

Strangers to Wealth ; fuperlatively good.

The_fame Country is thus defcribed by the other

Parent of Poetry : :

_232 () Mj/k-EatersLand, whofe Waggon is their Houfe,

242.(2)

iﬁ:r-;

- Hes1op.

And thus by Efthylus, in the Perfon of Pro-
metheus Chained, giving Directions to the un-

fortunate Io
Hear then—From hence to yonder rifiny Sun

Direet thy Courfe ; and tread the untilld Lamfc
. 0
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©f Scythian Shepherds, arm’d with trufly Bows, SecTe
Who dwell in airy Houfes, wove with Tawigs, L
That roll on Carriages from Place to Place,

The wife Efhine therefore, Socrates’s loved
Scholar, and ftri& Imitator of his Mafter’s Man-
ner in his Writings, had reafon to fay, ¢ That »p. a3;.
«,they have no ufe for a Houfe among the 242
« Scythians; neither would any Man in Scy-
« thia, if he was to have his Choice, prefer the
«¢ fineft Palace in theWorld to a Leather Coat.”

BuT it muft have been a fhocking View
of the enormous Vice of a great City, thatmade
Horace prefer the wandering Life of thefe va-
grant Tribes to the Wealth and Pleafures of
Rome :

The wandering Scythian detter for, fid.
And rugged Getes their Life contrive : Lb.a.

Whofe moving Houfés on a Car,
Follow wheréer their Maflers drive :'
Whofe open Fields no Landmarks know ;
But freely yield unrented Grain;
Who twice the fame Grourd never plow,
But fbift at will from Plain to Plain.
Liz. III. Ode24.

* * *

It wasa very coarfe, but expreffive Fancy
of the Painters, who reprefented Homer in a
Pofture

—— L el e i “‘""‘“"‘":“- < . ——A
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Sz c T. Pofture of Vomiting, and all the fucceeding Poets
XI. on their Knees around him, lapping up the
“—~~ Stream from his Mouth. There is not indeed
any Part of his Works that has not been borrowed,
in one Shape or other, by his Succeffors : His
Defcriptions, Metaphors, Epithets and Characters
have all been copied, and perpetual Allufions
arc made to them throughout the moft cele-
brated Compofitions of Antiquity : This has been
particularly the Fate of his #onders ; thofe mi-
raculous Tales he tells in the Oa}v]'ey, which,
by fome fort of poetical Magic, attra® every
Poet’s Pen, and make him do Homage to their
Author. Which of the infpired Train has not
payed his Refpe@s to Circe and the Syrens?
and what Reader has not been amufed with U-
bffes’s Voyage to Hell?  Scylla and Charybdis
have paffed into a common Proverb, and the
Lefirygons and Cimmerians are fettled Similies of
Darknefsand Cruelty. To fearch into the Rife
of thefe miraculous Relations muft be curious
and entertaining ; and Succefs in that Search
muft cither be expected from confidering the
Names of the Places and Perfons defcribed ; or
from the ercumﬂanm of the Story it felf. By
tracing them in this manner, they appear to be
wholly PHENICIAN; fo that Homer muft
bhave received them from that hardy advent’rous
People, the greateft Navigators then in theWorld.
Thus the Name of the Cimmerians, a People
faid
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faid by the Poet to be covered with perpetual SE c T.
Darknefs, comes from the Phenician Word,— XL
C1MMIR, 20 grow dark or black ; CIMRIR, the p o
Gloom of Darknefss CIMRIR Jom, the Hor- 7245 (a)
rours,—Blackneffes of Dagpe™:. BoCHART.

Tue Defcription of Scylla’s Abode is as fol-
lows: :

239. (m)

" Two Rocks there are, one rearing to the Sky 259

It's taper Head, and round it conflant bangs
An azure Cloud.

This Monfter’s Name (Scy/la) and the Whirl-

pools on the other fide (Charybdis) are likewife

both of Pbenician Extra®, and fhew that they

have certainly been impofed by that trading Peo-

ple, from the difmal Misfortunes they have fre-

quently undergone in paffing betwixt them.
ScrreaisfromScor, Defiruttion—a dead- Bié. (n)

b Difafiers and Charybdis from CuoRr-Os- j (3}

DAN, the Gulph of Perdition. 249.©)
But the Circumflances of the Story itfelf, and

its Agreement with the Nature and Situation

of the SCENE of A&ion, are Proofs better ad-

jufted to moft Capacities. No Seaman, who has

coafted from Naples to Sicily by the Syren-

Rocks, or failed round the Weft-end of the

Ifland through the Lipareans, will doubt of

Circe’s Knowledge of thofe Seas, when fhe di-

reCts Ulyfles how to fleer, after he had efcaped

the Syrens,

When
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S ‘;&T When once their Rocks by dint of Oars you pafs,
\~~ I will not thence particularly fhew
P-24c.(0) Whar Courfe you are to fieer, but in your Mind
%) Confider which, /e 1 dsferibe them both.

And then points firlt out the Paffage through
the Planéiz ; two fthelving Rocks lying off the
Liparean Iflands, fubje® to frequent Convul-
fions with Earthquakes, and Eruptions of fub-
terrancous Fire. ‘This Quality of thefe Iflands
‘is touched upon by Petrarcha, who fpeaking of
a Lover’s Heart defcribes it feelingly thus:

241 (9) Within it reigns Confufion, and & Train
*518) Of doubtful Pleafures and of certain Pain:
Never Volcano in fuch fury flam'd,
Lipari, Ifchia, Stromboli, nor fam'd
Etna it félf :——DBut ill-advis'd are they,
Who flake their Happinefs at fuch a Play.
; TRiumPH of Love.

Circe continues her Defcription of the Danger
of failing between the Plandee :

243. (r) That dreadful Pafs no flying Fowl dares wing,
252 (b) Nor Turtles who to Jove Ambrofia bring :
The gliding Rock fill catches the laff Dove,
But firaight anotber comes from Fatber Jove.

" After thisthe defcribes the otber Paffage between
Scylla and Charybdss; and feems rather to ad-
vife
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vife him to run the Rifque of having fix of hisSEcT,
Men devoured by the Monfter Scylla, than to XI.
venture through the Planéiz, which no Ship “—v=~
ever pafled but ARGo.

T % * *

T s a1 Knot of Ilands lying to the North of
Sicily, called now the Lipareans, were anciently
named the Eolian Iflands, from Eolus, who in-
habited them, The largeft of them is furround-
ed with a high rocky Coaft, and a great Quan-
tity of Allum-flone is found in it. ¢ Allum, fays P-245.(a)
¢ Diodorus the Sicilian, being produced in no 254 )
¢ Place of the World, but only here, and in
¢ the Ifland Melos in a very {mall Quantity, and
¢ not at all fufficient to ferve many Cities.” Thefe
Circumftances feem to agree with the Account
given of the fituation of Eolus by Homer :

e— Here was tb* Abode " 1bid. (b)
Of powerful Eolus, Fav'rite of the Gods ; 254. (m)
A floating Ifland ; and around st all
Of folid Brafs there run a matcblefs Wall,
Topt with a flippery Rock.— Obyssey. K.

BerweeN this Ifland (Lipars) and Sicily, _tid.()
lies what they now call the Holy Ifland, as be- 55 (0
ing confecrated to Pulcan. © Itis all over Rock,

- ¢ quite deferted, and full of Fire. STRrRABO, .

THE
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80 Proors of the Enguiry into
SEcT. TuE Eruptions of this Fire, (frequently at-

- XI. tended with Earthquakes) broke forth at three

== Vents or Craters; and, by obferving the various
Degrees and Appearances of the Flame and
Smoke, Eolus is faid to have become a great
Matfter in the Branch of natural Divination
that refpets the Weather.

P.248.() ¢« The Art of matural Divination, fays the

257 (b great Lord Verulam, is fometimies pretty fure,
¢ and at other times is more fippery, according
¢ to the Nature of the things it treats of. If
¢ the Subje&t be in it felf conflant and A
¢ jt affords a certain Predi@tion: if wholly
¢ changeable, or even mixed (as depending partly
« upon Nature, and partly upon Chance) in that
¢ Cafe the Predition may be delufive. But even
¢ in a mixed Subjed, if carefully canvaffed and
¢ reduced to Rules, the PrediGtion may hold for
¢ the moft part. It may not perhaps be fo exa&
¢ as to anfwer to a Minute or an Hour; but it
¢« will not be far wide of the thing itfelf”

, HisTory of the Winds.
In this Cafe of foretelling the Weather, no

Chance intermixed its Influence with the natu-
ral Effe@, that a Change of Air muft have up-
on fuch vaft fubterraneous Fires aslurk under the
Neapolitan Shore.

200.@ ¢ Arr thisStretch of Coaft, fays Strabo, be-

258.C-) ¢ ginning at Cume till you come to Sicily, is un-
¢ dermined with Fires, and has many Cauvities,
) 3 ¢ that

Y
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¢ that communicate below, and run under Sea SecT.
¢ between the Iflands and the Continent. By XI.

¢ this means the burning Mountain ZEzna is of *

¢ fuch a Nature, as we all know it to be ; and

¢ likewife the Liparean Iflands, the Country a-

¢ bout Dicearchia, Naples and Baie, and the

¢ Iflands Pithecufie.’——And Diodorus relates of Z%%_(")
the Lipareans, * That fome Authorsaffirm that 5% @
“ there are fubterrancous Paffages from thefe

“ Iflands reaching all the way to Zzna in Si-

“ cily, which communicate with one another by

“ Openings at both Ends; and that, for this

¢ Reafon, the Pulcand's or Craters in thefe :
¢ Iflands burn for the, moft part by furns with

- % thofe of Etna.” . - Book V,

»* ] *

TORQUATO TASSO, in the Begit p. 250.(:
ning of his Gierufalemme Liberata, inftead of a ":z59- (h}
Nympb from Helicon, invokes a beavenly Mufe,
and prays, - :

Llufirate Thou my Song, and mild forgive,
If Ornaments 1 interweave with Truth,

He has been copied in this Invocation by our
admired Country-man Mijton in the Beginning
of his Paradife Lof.

*F Tus
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SeEcrT.

XL * * *
Qo e

T Story of the Syrens contains a beauti-
ful Allegory. Their charming Afpe& at firft
Sight, their fair Faces and bewitching Voice,
perfecly reprefent the gay Appearance of an Ob-
ject of Pleafure : and their falfe deftructive Nature,
their hidden Deformities,and the way to thunand
deftroy them, nicely agree with the Methods
prefcribed by the Moralifts for avoiding a gilded
Snare, that firft allures, and then ruins the un-
wary. One of the moft genuine Pieces of Mo-
rals handed down to us from Antiquity, is
known by the Name of Czzzs’s PicTURE.
Cebes was a Theban, and a Scholar long and
ftrictly attached to the divine Socrates. He has
given a lively Reprefentation of the various Turns
and Stages of human Life in the Defcription
of an imaginary Piffure; and of the terrible
Confequences of indulging the criminal Paf-

P.251 (k) fions in each of them. ¢ This PiGure, fays he, -
260.(u) < like the Sphinx’s Riddle, reprefents what is

- ¢ good and what evil, and what is neither good
¢ nor evil in Life, Now thelfe are things which
¢ if any Perfon does not underftand, he is un-
¢ done and ruined by Folly. But if he does un-
¢ derftand them, on the contrary, Folly is de-
¢ ftroyed, and be is fafe, not only for the pre-
¢ fent, but he continues happy and profperous
¢ through the whole Courfe of his Life.’ CEpEs.

THE
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—  Tue Name of thefe Enchantrefles comes SE CTe
from the Punjc or Phenician Word—Sir, a XL
Song : —thence SIREN, any thing vocal, tbatm
JSings—— ¢ Their Abode was upon a long Pro- 260 (0
¢ montory near to Naples, with a Temple of
¢ the Sirens, upon one fide towards the Sea,
¢ and three little Iflands lying oppofite to the
¢ other ; uninhabited Rocks which they call the
¢ Sirenufe. STRrRABO.
Tuey likewife thew in Naples the Tomb of
Parthenope, one of the Sirens.—Their firft Seat
was about the Promontory Pelorus, and after~
wards they came and inhabited the Ifland Ca-
pree. SErvivus, Aneid. V.,
IN the fame Clafs with thefe finging Ladies,
Horace, {peaking of Ulyffes, has placed the other
Enchantres, the powerful Circé,

The Sirens' Songs, and Circé’s Cups you know,  1bid. (n)
Which bad be drunk, as did bis greedy Crew, — 261. %)
A vile Dog be bad lw’d or wallowing Sow.

LeTTER to Lollius.

Nor are they joined without Reafon, either
from the Moral, or from the real Charaiiers.
Circé was herfelf a Siren : When Uly]é:’l Mef-
fengers approached her Palace,

_ Within they beard s
The powerful Circé fing, with Voice divine : :oi: (:a))
*F 2 She

—

=~
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SE cT. She fung delightful, and the Hall thro'out

Re-echoed to ber Song, Odyfl. K.

Her Palace has been remarkable on that barba-
rous Coaft :

tid.(p) Amidff the By-ways Circé’s Houfe they found
26z (b) Of polift’d Stone compal? ; and all around

The Place snclos’d, m———

This might be fo rare a thing in that Country,
as to give a Name to its Owner from K1r, 4
Wall—if fhe have not rather obtained it from
her Actions, as Kirk AR fignifies to overturs,
—t0 ruin——to defiroy .
* * %*

It must give one an high Idea of the Va-
~ lue of Laws and a Conftstution, when we take a
View of the difmal Condition in which moft
Countries were, before they were blefled with a
civil Policy. It is certain that Men were upon
the fame Footing with the Fifh of the Sea, or
the wild Beafts of the Field ; the greater devour-
ing the lefs, and feeding upon the Carcaffes of
their Fellow-Creatures. Even Egypt itfelf, the

Mother of Arts civil and religious, was once
infamous for Inhofpitality and Murder :—

—Who bas not beard

264-() Of fierce Euryftheus ? - Or ¢’ all-bated Name

of
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Of dire Bufiris, and bis Altars flained
With Strangers Blood 2— VirGir.

Human Sacrifices, an 1mplous inhuman Rite,
were not cnnrely abolithed in Greece at the
Time of the Trofan War ; as appears from the

well known Story of Ipbigmia facrificed by her

own Father, and the FiGion of Sinon’s being
deftined by the Greeks as a Propitiation to the
Gods, to procure a favourable Return. Horace
will not allow that Adgamemnen was in his
Wits, when he committed that religious Crime :

You, when your darling Daugbter for a Calf
You to the Altar brought, and ber fair Head
Befprinkled, Victim-like, with the Salt Cake ;
Then were you in your Wits 2—

" Yet a Shadow of this horrid Rite remained ftill
in Rome. It wasupon the Ides of May, a little
after the Vernal Equinox, that thofe who are
called Pontifices, the moft eminent among the
Priefts, and with them the Virgin-Guardians
of the eternal Fire, accompanied with the Pre-
tors and greateft Citizens, made a Bridge over
the Tiber (from which Bridge the Pontifices
have their Name) and in a folemn manner caft
thirty human Effigies into the Stream, calling
them by ancient Tradition ZrG17zs.
Dionys. Book 1.

*F 3 It

8s

SEcT.
XI.
Caerny el

Lid, (s)

264. (f)

Jbid. (t)
T 264 (®)
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SecT.
XI. * * *

" I 15 an old Obfervation, that Men talk of

a future State for the moft part with fome Ana-
logy or Refemblance to the prefent Conftitution
of things : and is founded, I fuppofe, upon the
Piltures left us of Heaven and Hell by the
greater part of the ancient Writers; which have
been looked upon as fufficient Proofs of its
Truth. Thus the Heaven of the Greeks is a
Place, where none of the Inconveniencies which
attend the Climate and Soil of the lower World,
are to be found; its Inhabitants enjoying a fort
of emegative Felicity ; not being obnoxious to the
‘Troubles of Rain and Wind, of Snow and Hail,
thinds pretty hard to bear on the Mountains of
Thrace, where Orpbeus, the Author of that De-
fcription, ufed to wander ; and who therefore
affured his rude Votaries that

T8 immortal Gods poffefs

A blififul Seat, exempt from all Excefs;
Where from above no chilling Cold is fent ;
Nor feorching Ardour fires tbe Element s
Where Phaebus' Axle rolls the middle Road,
And temp’rate Mildnefs dwells beneath the God.

Nor is the neighbouring Climate in the Norzh

of Greece much lefs inclement ; {o that Homer

-tmight well copy Ais Heaven to be likewife,
--_-Tbe
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—— Tbe bleft Abodes,
And Seat unfbaken of tb’ immortal Gods :
The bappy Land where Tempefts never blow,
Nor chilling Showers defcend, nor fleecy Snow s
TE unclouded Sky fmiles with perpetual Day,
And Light eternal darts a gladd ning Ray.

In the fame manner Mobammed's Paradife is
free from all the Inconveniencies of a dry, bar-
ren Country and fcorching Sun; and abounds
with cooling Streams, cryflalline Fountains, fha-
dy Groves and delicious Fruits ; befides the Pa-
radifical Ladies and beautiful Boys blooming in
immortal Youth: while his HeLr is terrible
for fultry fuffocating Winds (dreaded like Death
by the Arabs) for burning Garments of Fire,
and the Shade of a thick Smoak. < There the
¢ wicked are to eat of the falfe Fruit of the
¢ Tree Zakkum, which is fair to the Eye, but
¢ fills the Mouth with bitter Afhes; while their
¢ Tormenters make them drink fcalding Water
¢ that fhall diffolve their Bowels, and fay to
¢ them, Tafle ye the Pain of Burning.
HOMER's PARADISE (the Elyfian
Plain)is at the Ends of the Earth, ¢ where yel-
¢ low Rbadamantbus, the Lord of the Shades,
¢ bears fway, and where an eafy affluent Life is
¢ enjoyed by Men ; where Snow is never feen,
¢ nor Rain, and Winter {hews.not his hoary
¢ Face; but foft Gales ever blowing from the

*TFg4 ¢ Wetiern

-~
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88 ‘Proovrs of the Enquiry into
Se cT. © Weftern Ocean, ferve to cool the Air, and fan
XL ¢ the Inhabitants of the happy Shore,” This De-
v~ fcription of Eyfium makes it juft fuch a Place
as the Fields in the Neighbourhood of Cadix, or
P.266. () the adjacent Andaluzian Plain.—¢ Pofidonius the
#75-() ¢ Philofopher and Hiftorian, in defcribing this
¢ rich Country, feems all in Raptures with his
¢ Hyperboles.'—He fays, ¢ that every Mountain
¢ and every Hill ¢eems with Materials of Coin :
¢ That it feems to be the ever-flowing Treafure of
¢ Nature, and the inexhaufted Magazine of Go-
¢ vernment: That the whole Coaft is not only
¢ rich, but underlaid with Wealth ; and that it
¢ is not Pluto or Dis who lives under it, but
¢ Plutus, or the God of Riches in his greateft

¢ Glory.! '

-INDEED Strabo himfelf afferts, ¢ That it
¢ yields to no Spot in the Earth for the Rich-
« nefs of the Soil, and the Excellency of the
¢« Produions both of Sea and Land; that for
¢ Plenty and Goodnefs of Grain, Wine, Oil,
¢¢ Wax, Honey, Saffron, Pitch, Salt, Wood,Wool,
¢ ¢rc. no Land can compare with it: Nor for
¢ the Number and Fatnefs of their Flocks, and
¢ Plenty of Game in their Fields. That only
« the Sea, in the Multitude and Variety of
¢ Fifhes of the higheft Tafte and Delicacy,
¢ can contend with the adjoining Cosf.” And
Pliny adds, © That Betica, theold TARTES-
¢« SUS, outftript all the Provinces in Affluence
¢ and

.
e e ™ co- - ~ o[RS
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¢ and high Living ; was remarkable for its Fer-Sec T.

¢ tility, and diftinguithed (quodam fertili ac pecu-

XI.

¢ liari Nitore) by a peculiar Air of Plenty and -

< Splendour.” ‘This it poffefled long before it
was known by the Romans ; infomuch that the
Eafe and Affluence of the Princes of Tarfbifh
or Tarteflus had pafled into a Proverb in the
Time of Anacreon :——

My Wifb, were Wifkes to be got,
Is not for Cornucopia’s Store s

Nor oer Tarteflus be my Lot,

To reign a bundred Years or more. .

Where the Poet probably alludes to Argantbo-
nius, King of Tarteffus, who entertained the
Phocean Merchants, and is faid to have lived
CXX, or CL, or, as others fay, CLXXX,
and the Poets, CCC Years, -

TuEe Author of the Life of Obregon gives,
from his own Experience, a lively PiGure of the
" Affluence and Beauty of this delicious Land.

Bid. (b)

276. (s)

¢ The fruitful Plains of Andaluzia, fays he, fo _267 (d)

¢ celebrated by the Ancients as the ELysiAN
¢ Fierps, and the Place of Reft of happy
¢ Souls departed—I viewed this Spot of Earth,
¢ than which, either for Fertility of Soil, or
¢ Benignity of the Climate, or Beauty of Land
¢ and Water, I never faw finer in Eurgpe : So
¢ great was the Pleafure which the Sight of it
¢ gave me, and fuch was the Fragrancy which

. ¢ im-
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SecT. impregnated the Gales that play among
XL ¢ thefe wonderful Gardens, full of Orange and
= < Lemon Trees, flowering all the Year round,
¢ that I began to fancy my felf in fome Part of.
¢ Paradife : For, as far as your Eye can reach
¢ around, you fee nothing but what delights
‘ every Senfe. The Sight is entertained with
¢ the noble Profpet of the Sea,and of a Country
¢ full of the moft beautiful Trees: The Ears
¢ are charmed with the infinite Variety of little
¢ finging Birds, who night nor day ceafe not
¢ their chearing Song: Provifions are here in
¢ Plenty, and exquifite both for Health and
¢ Tafte: and the Manners of the People are
¢ mild, affable and courteous; {o that to de-
¢ fcribe every thing, one might compofe a great
¢ Book of the Excellencies of the Place.’

SECTION XIL

T 1s faid tobe a Blemifh in the greater Part
I of poetical Compofitions, particularly of
the Epsc and Dramatic kinds, that while
you are reading, you perceive them to be Fi-
&ions. One great Reafon of this Mifcarriage is,
that the Perfons introduced fpeak not naturally,
but talk as poetically as the Poet himfelf : This
the moft ingenious and mild of all the modern
Critics, Mr. De la Motte, condemns in the -
ENEID.
2

T T ——
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ENEID— F avoué qu’ Enée me paroit excef- SE'CiT,
¢ fivement Poete; Et c'eff un Defaut que flai XIL
¢ fenti dans tout le fecond & tout ‘le troifiemeVEV

¢ Livre de I Encide; ou Enée n'bff ni moins fleuri ..
. . . . . . * . . ’ k]
¢ ni moins audacieux que erglle.‘.”&lt it isnot }
l!i’tﬁibus a Style®

that betrays a Speaker to be the Poet, or rather ‘.

only florid Defcription in too po

the Poet to be the Speaker ;—but any Defcription
not abfolutely neceffary for carrying on the granddfe:

Defign. < Moft Writers, before they recount an
¢ Aftion that happened in any Place, firft de-
¢ feribe that Place, be it a Grove, or Rock, or
¢ River, or the Declivity of a Mountain. Thefe
¢ they feign according to the Strength of their
¢ Fancy, and then they apply them. Thus Vir-
¢ gil in his fecond Book makes Eneas himfelf
¢ tell Dido, that he faid to his Servants in the
¢ Hurry of their Flight from Trgy,

A rifing Ground there is without the Gate;  p ,q; (n

. And lnely Temple of the Goddefs Ceres: 294 ()
- Hard by an ancient Cyprefs flands, preferv'd
For many Years, beld facred by vur Fatbers.
Which Temple and Tree his Servants muft pro-
bably have known as well or better than him-
felf, Whereas the Grecian Bard, according to
Horace——
Hurries bis Reader 284.(h
Into the Scene of Ation; juft as if 293 ()

He fpoke of things well known v

Tue
- ———. - - -— . =
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Tue Admirers of Homer, and Lovers of
Hiftoric Poetry are deprived of a good deal of
Inftru@ion and Pleafure by the Lofs of the
Writings of Demetrius of Scepfis. This little
Village, the Place of the Writer’s Birth, was
fituated upon a Skirt of Mount Ida, not many
Miles from Troy. As he knew every Mead and
Brook in the Country, and that there was nei-
ther Hill nor Vale, nor hardly a By-way that
had efcaped his Notice, he wrote a Commen-

‘tary of thirty Books upon few more than fixty

Verfes of Homer’s Catalogue of the Trojans.
There he afcertained the real Places of Homer’s
Defcriptions, and pointed out the Scenes of the
remarkable A&ions. He fhewed where the
Greeks had drawn up their Ships ; where Achil-
les encamped with his Myrmsdons ;5 where He-
&lor drew up the Trgjans ; and from what Coun-
tries the Auxiliaries of the feveral Nations had
come to Priam. In fhort, he fixed the Geo-
graphy of the Trojan Aﬁ'alrs and aGtually per-
formed what Virgil feigns, when he introduces
Eneas relating the Curiofity of the Trgjans to
view the Encampments of the Greeks after their
feigned Departure :

—Our Pleafure was to view

The late-left Grecian Camp, and defert Shore ;

Here



Homnn’? Life and Writings.

. Here the Dolopian Band;- Achilles zkere
Difplay'd bis Tent 5 the Place this of the Fleet;

SEcT,

And this the Plain where oft the Battle join'd. v~

Or as it is fancied by a fofter Poet,

Here flow'd Simois, down this flow'ry Mead;

There fair Sigeum’s Promontory run; .
Here Priam’s Palace rear’d its lofty Head ;
And there encamp’d the mighty Peleus’ Son :
Here flood Ulyfles’ Tent ; and there the Corfe
Of mangled He&or fear'd the flying Horfe.
: Ovip.

This Writing fully proved, that Homer’s Ac-
counts of the Field of Battle, and of the various
Adtions between the Greeks and Trojans were
not fictstious ; but that they really correfponded
with the true State of Land and Water round
about Troy : So that in this refpect the Poem
may be confidered as an exas? Hiffory ; and in-

deed the great Mixture of Truth throughout

the whole Narration, the accurate Defcriptions
both of Places and Perfons had fuch an Effett
upon Mankind, that no hiftoric Facts were
more firmly believed than thofe fung by the
Writer of the Trojan War. The Belief of them
was /o6 rooted in Mens Minds, that they are
pitched upon by the Pbhilofophic Poct, as the

moft likely to feduce us into an Opinion, zhat .

an Altion is a real Being, exifting by itfelf, di-
ftint

LR -3
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Sk cT. ftin& from Matter and empty Space ; which are
XII. the only two Realities he will allow to exift :

S )

P. 301.

b

But while the Sons of Fame their Songs employ

‘On Helen’s Rape, or mourn the Fall of Troy ;

Take beed, nor ever from fuch Tales as thefe,

That Actions by themfelves fubfift, confefs.
' CREECH.

* * *

It 1s obferved in Families that live much
by themfelves, and converfe only with one Sett

of People, that any frange Cuftom which they
have not feen, or any new Term or Phrafe

which they never heard in thenarrow Circle of

their Converfation, proves Matter of great Specu-
lation, and of a pert fort of childith Raillery. But
this Obfervation is not confined to Families, or
fuch fmall Societies ; it extends to whole Coun-
tries and Nations, to whofe Vulgar the Cuftoms,
Language and Habit of their Neighbours appear
barth and ridiculous. The French are a polite
hofpitable People, remarkable for their Civilizy
to Strangers, and procuring them all the Plea-
fures which their Country affords in the gen-
teeleft Manner : An ingenious Stranger, the Au-
thor of the excellent and inftru&tive Letters con-
cerning the Englifb and French, thinks they are
civil to Forcigners upon the fame footing as

People come to Years indulge Cbhildren, and,
with

K. 0
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with the fame Sentiments of their own Superio-SE c T.
rity, amufe them with Toys and Sweet-Meats; XIL
of which he gives fome diverting Inftances. “

‘Whether this be true or not, as they are excef-
fively attached to what they call Manieres, and
think them the moft important Part of a Cha-
ra&ter, no People are more ftruck with any
Aukwardnefs either in Speech or Behaviour.
The very Court is infected with this falfe Deli-
cacy—and the Court-Poet, the celebrated Sa-
tyriff, who fhould have had a juft Knowledge
of Men and Manners, could found a Compli-
ment to a great King upon the low Ridicule of

" the bar/b Names of the Cities and Captains of

his Majefty’s Enemies:

Des willes que tu prens les nomsdurs ¢ barbares,
N offrent de toutes parts que fllabes bizarres :
Et qui peut fans fremir aborder Woérden ?
Quel vers ne tomberoit au feul nom de Henfden ?
Quelle Mufe a rimer en tous lieux difpofee,
Oferoit approcher des Bords du Zuiderzée ?

Wourts lefpoir du Pais, & I Appui de ces Murs;
Wurts—.A4b quel nom, Grand Roi, quel Helor
que ce Wurts ?
Sans ce terrible nom—
Bientst—DMais Worts s’ oppofe.
BoiLeavu Epitr, 4.

THE

e
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THE Greek Language is generally allowed
to be the Child of two very ancient Tongues,
which were broken into feveral Diale@s ; the
old T racr1an (fpoke by the Thracians, the
Pelafgi and fir/? Inhabitants of Greece,) and the
extenfive Ar4mME4an ToNGUE that prevailed
over the greateft Part of the Egf: The four
Diale@s of it were, the Egyptian, the Hebrew,
the Arabic and Pbenician.

CONCERNING the Peloponnefus, Hecateus
the Milefian fays, ¢ That before the Greeks came
¢ there, it was wholly inhabited by barbarous
¢ Nations (Egyptians, Afiatics and Thracians)
¢ and in a word, that almoft all Greece was
¢ anciently @ Settlement of Barbarians.

YeT I know not with what Juftice thefe firft
Inhabitants of Greece are called Barbarians by
their Succeflors ; fince to zbem they owed their
Inftru&ion in many of the Arts of Life, par-
ticularly in Mufic ; and to fay the Truth, in
Religicn and Humanity.

¢ THE greateft Proficientsin the ancient Mu-
¢ fic, fays Euftathius, were Thracians 3 Orpbeus,
¢ Mufzus and Thamyris. ‘This Thracian Tha-
¢ myris teigned in the Country about Mount
¢ Athos, a Man of the fame Manners and De-
¢ figns with his Neighbour, the Ciconian Or-

¢ pheus.
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THe Antiquity of the PELASGI is at-SEc T,
tefted by Euripides, in his Account of the XIIL
Change of the Name of the Greets from Pe- V™
fafgi to Danai.

Great Danaus P.2g6.(K
Fam'd for bis fifty Daugbters, came to Argos, 3-8
And built anew old Inachus’s Town : ‘
Then made a Law, that the Inbabitants
Calrd firfp Pelafgi, fhould from thenceforth

take '
FErom bim the Name of DANAI, ——

And the Difference between the Pbrygian and
Trojan Tongues is plainly evinced by the fol-
lowing Story, ——

Tue Goddes of Love having fubjetted all
things to her Sway, Godsand Men, the Fowls
of the Air and Fith of the Sea, could yet
never prevail upon three female Deities, Pallas,
Diana and Veffa: But as the had conquered
all the other Gods, and particularly made Fa-
ther fove do her frequent Homage, he refolved .
to make her feel the Power of mortal Charms
in her Turn, and therefore ftruck her with
the Love of Anchifes; of the Royal Blood
of Troy; like a God in his Perfon; and therf’
tending Flocks upon Mount 1da. VENUS“
felt the melting Flame, hafiened. to Cyprus,:
entered the Paphian Temple, where the Graces

*G bathed
|

" . N ~
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. SE c T.bathed and anointed her with ambrofial Ef-
* XIL fence, arrayed her in a thining fragrant Robe,
“~=and accompanied her invifible to where An-
chifes had pitched his Tent. She found him
alone at the Door, playing on a Lute (the reft
having followed the wandering Flocks) and
appeared to him like a fpotlefs Virgin, in Shape
and Stature. He took her for one of the In-
habitants of Heaven ;. but fhe told him he

. was miflaken, That fhe was but a Woman,
born of mortal Race;

P.3og.w) Fam'd Otreus wwas my Fatber, if by chance

You ever beard bis Name; wkofe powerful
Sway

Fasr Phrygia owns, with all ber flately Towns,
Your Language and our own I fully know;
For in a Trojan-Houfé my Fondling Nurfe
Fed me alittle Child, kept long from Home 3
So that I [peak your Language and our own.

Thofe who are curious to know what hap-
pened afterward, will find the Sequel of the,
Adventure in Homer’s Hymn to Venus ; and
if they cannot confult the Original, in the’

excellent Tranflation of it by Mr. Congrewve,
L

AGAMEMNON

|
-
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HoMmEeR’s Life and Writings.
* * *

AGAMEMNON was the richeft, and
had the largeft Dominion of all the Grecian
Princes. The Scepter of his Kingdom, formed
by the Labour of Pulcan, firft belonged to
Father Yove. [fupiter made a Prefent of it
to his Meflenger Mercury ; Mercury gave it to
Pelops ; Pelops to his Son Atreuss and Atreus
dying tranfmitted it to Thyeffes.

Thyeftes next

T /m Sapter left to Agamemnon’s Sway,

To rule o’er many lflands of the Sea, -

And all the Realm of Argos.
» Ir1ap B.

Tue richeft. Man in Greece next to Aga-
memnon, was Achilles, as he was Lord of the
fertile Theffalian Plains.

« It is certain, Meno, my Friend! fays
‘“ Plato, that the Theffalians were the firft
‘¢ who obtained a Nameamong the other Greeks,
« and were admired both for their Wed/tb and

« Horfemanfbip.” Plute's Meno:
ato’s MENO,

*G 2 AMoNg
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Srcr.

XII * * *

(VS
A mong the other Reafons which Horace
gives why Homer is fo much read and admired,
this is one, That he goes not too far back
for a tedious Introduction to his Subje@; but
is flill haftening to a Conclufion:

P.306. © T fing the fafe Return of Tydeus' Som,
317-®}  He fets not out with Meleager’s Death ;
Nor from the Egg, whence the twin Brothers

ﬂrung,
Deduces be far fetch'd the War of Troy.

Whereas the LiTTLE IL1aD, aPoem fo called
(made up of all the traditional Stories that
could be fcraped together concerning the Tro-
. jan War, not related in the I/iad and Odyfey)
being compofed of fo many detached Pieees,
without a Plan, or fingle Afion to conne&
them, afforded Subjeéts for eight or tem dif-
ferent Poems of the dramatic kind. ¢ Such
.508-@): as Tbe Fudgment of the Arms, PuiLoc-
“Gio. @ ¢ TETEs, NEOPTOLEMUS, EURYPYLvs,
¢ the BeGGARS, the Lacedemonian LADIEs,
¢ the Defiruttion of TRoy, the Departure of
¢ the Suips, SiNoN, and the TRojaN-CaPa

' TIVEs.)
ARISTOTLE.

NorHING

T e Aamadhal L ol o ot
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SecT.

* * * XII.
Qo el

N oTH1NG better thews the Ar¢ of a Poet,
than his Reader’s forgetting bimfelf while he
perufes the Poem. ¢ That Man, fays Horace,
¢ feems to me to be more than a Mortal,
¢ who can torture me without Caufe; who
¢ can enflame and footh me by turns, fill my
¢ Soul with falfe Terrours, and like fome pow-
¢ erful Magician hurry me to Thebes, fet me
‘ down at Athens, and waft me whitherfo-
¢ ever he wills In HoMeRr, we are either ; X
viewing the Station of the Grecian Ships, or -
walking on the Banks of the Scamander, or

furrounding Troy, or mounted on the airy Suen-

mits of Ida, as the Poet pleafes to tranfport

us. We /ail and facrifice with Ulffes; we

go upon the feout with him and Diomedes;

or traverfe the Camp, and vifit the Watch with

Agamemnon and Neflor, as if prefent upon

the place :

Come—rto the Guards, let us fiep downand fee, p 45, ()
Lef fpent with Tosl,and overpower'dwith Sleep, 320. ()
Tbey fnoring ly, and difrcgard the Watch,

ILiap. K,

*G 3 HOMER
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HoMmER feems, as in a Concert of Mufic,
to have fung all the feveral Parfs which
can poffibly be introduced into Poetry ; and
to have out-ftript all his contemporary Poets
in that very thing in which each of them
excelled. He is morc noble and lofiy in his
Language than Orpbeus ; his Verfe is fweeter
than Hefiod's, and in other refpe@ts he has
out-done the reft. The Subjec? he treats of
is the Trojan Story, into which Fortune had
colle@ed, and as it were fet forth all the
Virtues both of the Greeks, and barbarous
Nations: There he has reprefented Wars of
all kinds; fometimes of Men againft Men,
fometimes againft Herfes ; fomctimes againft
Walls and Rivers, and fome:imes againft Geds
and Godde[es.— He has likewife reprefented
Peace in allit’s EffeCts; has defcribed Dances
and Songs, and Loves and Feafts; has taught
what belongs 10 Agriculture, and has mark-
ed the Scafons which are fit for the feve-
ral rural Toils: He has fung of Navigation,
and of the Art of working Metals by Fire 5
and has painted the difterent Figures and

Manners ¢f Men, All this I think Homer
has done in a wonderful and almoft fuper-

natural Manner ;and thofe whoare not in Love
¢ with
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¢ with him cannot be in their Wits’ SecT.

Says the elegant and learned Pbilgfiratus. XII.
Heroics Il v~

* * *

HH ORACE being retied to Prenefle, a
pleafant little Town, where the Romans ufed
Arequently to fpend fome part of the Summer,
writes to M. Lollius, who was afterwards ap-
pointed Governour to C. Czfar, Auguffus
Grandfon by ¥ulia, and was then ftudying Elo-
quence and declaiming :

While you, Great Sir, your Tongue in Rome P.315. )
. empl 25.(m
Here I réto}yr 'd bave read the War of Troy; e
. Whofe wondrous Writer bath more clearly
Shown -
What's good or bad, thould or fhould not &e
done,

Than Crantor or Chryfippus
' Book 1. Epift. II.

¢ As for HOMER’s Poetry, I am fo affeted ., @
with it, as to think it divine, and beyond the 5373
Reich of Man: And now I am more afto-
ni(lied than cver; not fo much at the Ar¢
and Machinery of the Poem, or with that
peculiar  Sweetnefs and Charm that rung
through the whole : but much more with the

*G 4 ¢ Names
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8t ¢T.¢ Names of the Heroes, with his Accounts of
XIL ¢ their Families; and pnncxpally how it comes

¢ to pafs, That mch of them was deflined as it
¢ were to kill fome certain Prince, or to be kil-
¢ led by another? For wbence had he the Per-
¢ fons whom he introduces? Such as his Eu-
¢ phorbus, Helenus and Deipbobus 2 and befides
¢ wbence had he his Knowledge of the great
¢ Number of Leaders of the Enemy’s Army,
‘ whom he recounts in the Catalogue? For it
¢ is plain that Homer does not feign thefe
¢ Things; but relates real Deeds, which were
¢ truly performed and acted, excepting a few
¢ which he feems to have purpofely contrived,
m order to diverfify and foften his Poetry.
Philofiratus HEROl cs XVIIIL

¥ * %*

AN Author whofe Work does Honour te:

his Country, and who has thewn the true Ufe
to be made of Learning and Travel, obferves,
¢ That the Civility paid by the politer Nations
¢ of Europe to the fair Sex'is by the Arabs
¢ looked upon as an extravagant Infringement
¢ of the Law of Nature, which affigns to Man
¢ the Pre-eminence : The Matrons of that
.¢ Country being only Servants of better Fafhion,
¢ who have yet the greateft Share of the Toil
¢ and Bufinefs” ‘This muft be a Part of what

: the
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the Enguiry, &c. callsthe Eaflern Eftablifbment Sk c 1.
for Women, which can hardly be looked upon XH.
withouot pain by one accuftomed to European, N/
and mach more to Briti/b Manners.

THE ancient Rule of War was, at the taking
of a Town, to put all the Men-to the Sword,
and carry off the #Women and Children Cap-
tives. If any of the Ladies were extremely
‘beautiful, the Prince or Captain took them to
his Bed ; and this hard ‘Fate we find they bere
with fuch Refignation as foon to contract fome
fort of Affe@tion for the Deftroyers of their
Family. The beautiful Brifis was in-this me-
lancholy Circumftance. . Acbilles had killed her
Husband and her three Brothers in-oneDay ; had
plundered the Town, and brought her with the
Booty to the Grecian Camp, where the wasad-
judged to him as his Part of the Spo7/. Soon after,
the Quarrel happened between him and Aga-
memnon, who being obliged through Acbilles’
means to reftore Chryféis, his loved Miftrefs, to
her Father, fwore in his Wrath to take Brifis
from 2im ; and accordingly fent the two He-
ralds, Taltbybius and Eurybates to fetch her.
Achilles ordered his Friend Patroclus to deliver
the fair Captive to thefe facred Meflengers of Gods
and Men; and in obedience to this Command,

Brifeis blooming from the Tent be brought
Then gave ber to the Heralds, to be led P. 330.()

-
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SecT. Alomg the Grecian Ships, to-their proud Lord;
XII.  The Dame UNWILLING Went, wmim

N

And when the News of the Death of Patroclus
was brought to Achilles, '

Bid. . The Women whom Patroclus, now ab dead!
#id.  And great Achilles late bad Captives made,
- With Anguifb pierc'd, run [brieking forth,
and found
Their mournful Mafter profirate on the ground;
Beating their tender Breafls.

But the Word Auwa!, here tranflated #omen,
fignifies no more than Maid-Servants or She-
Slaves—and the other anissaros, tranflated made
Captives, means properly, plundered or carried

off by Violence.

F I N I &



‘Books Sold: by JouN OswaLp, at the Rofe and
.~ .Crown, near-the A{drﬁn-ﬂoz‘lﬁ, London.

.. .. Beautifully Printed, in- ome large Volume, Otavo.
<. . . The Second Edition. .

1. N Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Homer. In 12 Seltions.
' %’The Book is properly an Anfwer to this Queftion: ¢ By what Fate,
-¢¢- or Difpofition of Tgings it has happened, that no Poet has equalled him
:¢¢ for 2700 Years, nor any, that-we know, ever furpafled him before?*
‘Se&. 1. An Enquiry into Hbmer’s Country’ ind Climate. 1I. Into the
-public Manners of his Nation.- 1II. Into his Language : Origin of Lan-
guage. IV. Into his Religion : Origin of the Greciam Rites. V. Into
.the Manners of the Times: ancient and modern Manners compared. VI,
Into the Influence of fuch a Conjuncture. VII. Into Homer's Education
and Leamning : Hiftory of Learning, and preceding Writers. VIII Into
his Charatter, Employment, and Manner of Life. IX. His Journey to
-Bgype : His Allegories. X. His vifiting Delphi : Rife of Oracles and

heology. XT. His Converfe with the Phesicians: His Miracles. XII.
His Subje&t: The Trojan War, and Wanderings of Ulyfes. With a new
Head of Homer, and ;6 Copper-Plates done by the greateft Mafters : As
alfo a pew Map of Greece, and of the Countries known to the arcient
Greeks about the Time of the Trojan War ; their ancient Names, and
- firft Inhabitants, with a Drauél:!t of the Voyages of Mcnelaus and Ulyfles.

2. Dialogues concerning Education. Contents. Introduétion. Jour-
ney to the Academy. A Defcription of it, and the Country about it.
Dial. 1. The Charafter of the Maffer and his yprincipal 4fiffant. The
Genius and Inflitutions of the Academy. The Studies and Exercifes of
the Pupils. The Ceremony of Admiffion. Dial 11. Simplicity and Re-
finement of Manners. Decorum in Converfation and Behaviour—— A ne-
ceffary and important Branch of Female Education. Dial. 111. The Cha-
ralters of the C/ub. Their Method of Reafoning, and Laws ~ Dial. IV.
A Converfation between Eugenio and a Coguer. Remarks of the Club
upon it. The Affair of Ga Jantry confidered Dial V. Charatler of a
learned Book-Worm. Striftures concerning the different Genius of ancicnt
and modern Education. Dial. VI A Queftion concerring Education and
Non-Education, or the refpeftive Irfluence of Nature and Art. Expedi-
ents propofed to give a Freedem and Largenefs of Cempafs to Educa-
tion. The Socratic Method recommended. Dii/ VIL Charallers of
Asticus and Cleora Femzle Excellencies pointed out  Ancient and
modern Manners. The true Genius of Philofophy. Dial. V1II. Faults
in Education, illuftrated in the Chara&er and Condu& of a private Fa.
mily. The Sources of Folly and Vice in the Condu& of Life, traced,
‘The Plan or principal Out-Lines of Education in the firit Period of Life,
efpecially with refpe@® to the Intelle&inal or Rational Part. Dial 1X.
A philofophical Rbap/ody concerning ‘the Being and Providerce of Cobo.
Obfervations of the Club on ir. gl"he Ule znd Advantage of the >ty
of Nature in Education. Dial. X. Sequel of the Plan of the 8¢5, con-
cerning the Moraland Religious Part of Education. The Queftion examined,
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Books printed for J. OswaALD,

“ How Meral Affociations are made, and how they are to.be diréfed;
‘ fo as to form the moft virtuous Habits * Anciens Education political.
Dial, X1. Fables and Allegories, their Origin, Ufe and End in Education.
The Caufes enquired into, why were more ufed in Axciens than in
Modern Times. A Story in private Life, thowing the Effe&s of Education
The 2d Edition. - . .

3. All the Works of Horace, tranflated into lif. Profe, as near as
the Propriety of the two Languages will admit. ﬁ:t.hcr with the Ori-
ginal Latin from the beft Editions. Wherein the Words of the Lafis Text
are ranged in their Grammatical Order ; the Ellipfes carefully fupplied 3
the Obiervations of the moft valuable Commentators, both ancient and mo-
dern, reprefented ; and the Author’s Defign and beautiful Defcriptions full
fet forth ina Kgy annexed to each Poem; with Nota.GeoE-xphio!,
Hiftorical, and Critical : ‘alfo the various Readings of Dr. Bewley. The
Whole adapted to the Capacities of Youth at School, as well as of private
Gentlemen. In Two Volumes. Begun by D. Hatfon, and publifhed by
Dr. Samuel Patrick. To which is prefixed a Critical Differtation on Harace
and his Writings.

4. Terenie's Comedies, tranflated into Eagli/b Profe, as near as the Pro-

riety of the Two Languages will admit. Together with the Original
tin from the beft Editions. Wherein the Words of the Latix Text are
ranged in their Grammatical Order; the Ellipfes carefully fupp/ied ; the
Obfervations of the moft Valuable Commentators, both antient and mo<
dern, repiefented ; and the Beauties of the Original explained in a new
and concife Manner. With Notes pcinting out the Connexion of the fe-
veral Scenes, and an Index Critical and Phrafeclogical. ‘The Whole adapted
to the Capacities of Youth at School, as well as of private Gentlemen.
In Two Volumes. Revifed and Correéied by . Parrick, L L. D. Editor
of Ainfworts’s DiGtionary, and Hedericus's Lexicon. ‘To which is prefixed
the Life of Terence, with fomeé Account of the Dramatick Poetry of the An-

cients,

5. Palladio Londinenfis, or the Londoa Art of Building, in Thise Parts ;
coptaining Geometrical Probiems, &c. alfo the' Menfuration of Solids, ¢,
likewife the Prices of all the Materials, and the feveral kinds of Works ufed
by Bricklayers, Mafons, Carpenters, Joincrs, Smiths, Phifterres, Plumbers,
Glaziers, Painters, Paviours, the Prices of all forts of Iron-Work, &c. with
many other ufcful things never before publifhed. The whole exemplified
on 52 Copper-Plates ; to which is annexed, to make the Book fill more
eompléat, the Builder’s Ditlonary, contammlg an Alphabetical Explanation
ot the Terms ufed in Architecture, By William Salmon, jun. Pr(¢ bound

5. 6d. o o ,
? 6. A Treatife of Pralical Arithmetick:.” B-th Integral and Fra&ional 5
with the Menfuration of all forts of Bodies, both Superficialiy and Solidly.
The Whole after a new Method. . Price bourd, 24 €64

7. A Treatife of FraQions in two Parts. Part ift, Containing the whole
Doétrine of pradtical common Fra&ious, with their Ufe and Application,
bandled at gieatlength. Part 2d. Containing the Doétrine of decimal Frac-
tions ; togetiicr with moft compendious. and ea’y Rules for managing Irfinites,
Circulates and Approximates. The whole delivered in an cafy Method.
Price 25. 6d. Thefe two by Alexander Wright, M. A~ ;
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