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What is it about 



Kerala Sarvavijnanakosham 

• The official 
Encclopedia of 
Govt of Kerala  

• 15 Printed 
Volumes 

• Published from 
1972 

• Three Volume 
Digitized  

 



Digitized Encyclopedia  

• The printed Volumes are getting digitized  

• http://mal.sarva.gov.in/ 

• Three Volumes digitized 

• Media wiki based website 

 

http://mal.sarva.gov.in/


What are the advantages 

• Huge Amount of data written by subject 
matter experts 

• Vast treasure of static knowledge. 

• Naturally cited source and popularly 
accepted 

• Probability of error is low 

• Article and easy content generation 

 

 

 



ML community initiative 

• A meeting with Kerala govt officials 

• Formal request for change in license to 
copyleft 

• The digitalized Encyclopedia is changed GNU-
Free licensing 

• ML wikipedians can copy the content from 
official Govt enclyclopedia website to 
Malayalam Wikipedia  

 



How ml wiki did it 

• A Project created in ml.wikipedia to copy content 
from online Sarvavijnanakosham 

• Not only content copying, but wikifying, adding 
citation, adding images, categorizing, adding 
required templates,  time-sensitive information 
updated 

• Active Users were incorported 

• Till now more than 1500 articles content is 
recreated in ml wiki from SARVA Project 

 

 



Active Users on the project  
• User:Babug –  

– A 72 year old ex army men, who is silent editor and top 
contributor to this project 

• User:Fotokannan –   
– A photo enthusiastic 

• User:Shijualex –  
– An active pillar of ml wiki 

• User:Kiran Gopi –  
– Another enthusiastic  active user and admin 

• User:Thachan makan –  
– A hidden active yser backborn for this project  

• User:Rameshng  -  
• User:Advocate TK Sujith –  

– A prominent active user 
 

 



Future outlook 

• Potentially 1500 articles per printed volume 
(already digitized ) 

• Approximately 20,000 articles post digitization can 
be moved to Wikipedia 

• Do we have similar printed, digitized encyclopedia 
in other Indic languages? 

• Adaptable and tested model for other Indic 
Wikipedia projects on similar printed volumes 

 

 

 



Challenges 

• Slow progress of digitization by Government.  

• Less active users 

 



QUESTIONS? 



THANKS 


