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"7ID IT V'ASIIIITGSGE, ]). 0 . 9 August 8,2924.

1:13 ix*^ "b meeting of the Coomission of Pine Arts during tjfxe fiscal

P9cr 29iz5 "/as held in its office in the Interior department Building' on

rriaay, august S, 2924* 2ha follo/ing members were presents

Mr « Mo ore , Gin?, i naan ,

Mr* Greenleaf 9

Mr* Praser,
Mr* Ayres

,

Mr* Kowbrav*
t/ J

Mr* Delano,
also Hr. H* P. Caenmerer, Secretary and

Pneentire Officer*

She meeting //as called to order at 9*30 a.m.

1. APPEOm OP MISUSES OP PHEGEDIMG iBBflMGs She minutes of the

meet ini., held June 24, 1924, ..ere ipprovad.

2. PLANS POP. THE SKEENSIOH MD BKAQWlMW OP TP3 AHAI 2TGT0IJ MTICEAL

CSLIBIBBT : Under date of August 6, 2924, Hon • John U* V/eelis, Secret- r:

of War, submitted the follo./inj letter with plane for the extension

and improvement of the Arlington national Cemetery:

“Hefarring to your letter of April 26, 1924, in regard
to further study and development of plans for the proposed
improvements of the “Arlington Parras’* as an audition to the

Arlington National Cemetery, also the proposed system of

boulevards adjoining the “Arlington Perms’* , you are advised that
there are foi./araod he re/, ith i duplicate plans Hos .6608-246-147-

148-149 showing the proposed improve rents

file letter of April 26th, to ahich the Secretary of V/ar referred, called

attention to changes recommended by the Commission in the General Plan for the

Extension of Arlington, and which .are considered by the Commission at their

meeting on April hr, 1924.

Captain Carl H. Jrbelonshy of the Quartermaster General's Office,





was
especially designated by the Secretary of 'ihx for Arlington work,

present during the consideration of the plans. Mr. Greenleef said

the pj-un* are oi ^reat interest to him, as they shov/ the lay—out of the

area occupied- by the Arlington Farms included as part of the future

Arlington, -.vhich ultimately is to be enlarged so as to include the whole

of the original Oust is Estate; and the relocation of the State road, has

passing along the east side of Arlington, and an appropriate location for

t.uG Virginia te-a.iinus of tne Arlingt cn Memorial Bridge, ..ith its divergin',

roactwayo s out-i.^rd to connect v/itii the mount Tension Boulevard, and northward

to connect with the lee High.,ay.

The plans were given preliminary consideration and will receive

further attention at the next meeting.

5. STOSS KOUIJTAiK HEMOHIAL 00X11: Under date of July 14, 1924,

Hon. B. J. Grant, Director of the United States Mint, submitted designs

for the proposed Stone Mountain Memorial Coin (which so far as composition

is concerned, had been approved by the Treasury Department} , by letter

as follows:

'

l I cm forwarding herewith a photograph of the obverse
end photographs of the reverse of the coin authorised by
the Act of March 17, 1924, to commemorate the coirmencement

on June 16, 1923, of the work of carving on Stone Mountain,
Georgia, a monument to the valor of the soldiers of the

South * * * and in memory of T/arren G. Harding, Pres ident

of the United States of America , in ./hose administration
the work was begun.

"The designs are submitted to you for advice as to their
artistic merits, in accordance with Executive Order dated

July 26, 1321."

The designs were submitted to Mr. Fraser, sculptor member of the

Commission, who disapproved the designs, and a report to that effect was





forwarded to irector of the Hint under data of July 22,1924 (Exhibit 1).

Mr. Eraser stated that he had heard that Hr. Gutzon Borglum, who is

making the models, expects to submit revised models for the coin.

Mr. H. IT. Randolph, President of the Stone Mountain Confederate

Monumental Association, Atlanta, Georgia, was present to consult the

Commission with regard to the matter. Mr. Randolph stated that their

desire is to produce the coin and begin the sale of them as scon as possible.

Mr. Moore, in behalf of the Commission, advised Mr. Randolph that it would

be to their interest to wait until Mr. Borglum has produced a satisfactory

design. The Act of March 27, 1324, provides that ’not moie than five

million” of these coins shall be coined.

4. IMPBOTOENT OP STRESS'D . 1IGKTIKG, DISTRICT OP C0HJM3IA: At the request

of the District Commissioners, the Commission inspected, in the court yard

of the District Building, several models of proposed lamp posts to improve

the street lighting of the District of Columbia. The models were made in

accordance with plans which had been considered by the Commission during the

past 6 or 8 months. The following models were inspected*

2—go foot double light lamp post; duplex incandescent light, proposed

for avenues and plazas, 60C to 2500 candle pc rer.

1

—

29

foot lamp post, single arc light, proposed for important

business thoroughfares, such as H Street, H. £00 to 1200

candle power.

2—is foot lamp post; single incandescent light, to serve thoroughfares

such as Connecticut Avenue , 600 to 2500 candle power.

1

—

25

foot lamp post; existing single arc light adapted to the

incandescent light; 250 to 2500 candle power.

2—12 foot Millet lamp-post, 200 to 400 candle po *er, at present

in use.

LMgor 71. H. Holcombe, Assistant to District Snginee.jp Commissioner





J. Franklin Bell, ho has direct charge of street lighting, was present

during the inspection, and stated that about $30,000 is available for this

vork during the currant fiscal year, and that a contract has been :iade

for the making of at least one each of these new lamp- posts, equipped with

the necessary electrical, appliances, before beginning on their install . •

hr. J. W. Gosling, of the General Sleetric Qanpany, Schenectady* I . T., "'ho

made the designs under the supervision of the Commission,

suggestions in matters of detail were explained to him, hich will be embodied

in the finished 1 . - oats—particularly with reference tc the ornaments t ion

of the double light lamp post; and the general design of the IS foot lamp

post, which appeared clumsy. The Commission felt that the new lamp posts

should be made to taper to a greater degree than shown in the models, but

Mr. Gosling stated that no great improvement could be made in fc at,

in view of the electric- 1 appliances tc be placed in tne pole. hr.

ley. District Electrical Engineer, who -
- - *sent, said he had

advised placing a strong iron rod in these large lamp posts to strengthen

them, as at present from 25 to 40 of the existing lamp posts ~re oeing bromen

by automobiles each month. Hr. Hadley was much pleasec witm tne proposes,

nev; lamp posts and felt it would bring about a decided improvement in the

street lighting of tarn national Capital. He also thought that just os the

Millet lam cnt§ which was designed and adopted by the Commission of cine Arts

several years ago, has been adopted in a number of cities throughout the

United States, so the new lamp coots will also be adopted by other cities.

It is jro-oosad to install the first of the double light l^mo poat^

Pennsylvania Avenue, in front of the white House.

.,t the suggestion of Ur. Gosling, and ?ith the approval of the
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Commission, the double light lamp post /ill include cn attachment for 2

pennant , to take the place of the ordinary street decorations used on

holidays. Ur. Gosling said the pennants have been used in Schenectady-

on double light lump posts very satisfactorily.

/ 5. UU 00] le Commission called at the

office of Mr* A* 1. Harris, Municipal Architect, who submitted .a Preliminary

Plan for the McKinley Manual draining High School, to be erected at Second

and T Streets, I. B., adjoining the Langley Junior High School. Mr. Ayres

and Mr. Delano thought the scheme interesting, 'and upon their recommends t ions

the Commission approved the plan.

6. SOHOOLs Mr. Harris submitted a drawing of the proposed

John F. Cook School, to be erected on 0 Street, be tea an north Capitol and

First Street.' , K. ¥. Mr. Harris said it is to be a graded school of 16

rooms for colored children. 7/ith minor suggestions the Commission approved

the design.

7. THB HABDIHG MEMORIAL: The Commission were in consultation “1th

Mr. A. D. Taylor, of Cleveland, Ohio, appointed by the Harding Memorial

association, upon the recommendation of the Commission or Fine .^rta, -as cue

Landscape Architect for the Harding Memorial, at marion, C:._rc.

Mr. Moore and Hr. Greenleaf gave an account of their trip to j.w ,

where in company with General Sawyer they vrant over the possible sites for

the Harding Memorial and agreed that the 15 sere area contemplated had best

be taken in .a tract of 42 acres, adjoining and which will be added to tne

old cemetery at Marion. Mr. Graanleaf said that after inspecting the site

both Mr# Moore and he were equally and strong

Harding tomb and memorial structure had oest

of the opinion that the

be built upon a slight rise





Ox ground backed by a grove of oaks about six hundred foot removed from

an °° 'ious entrance at the meeting of certain city parkways. This site

they had strongly recommended to the Memorial Association.

The point ./here the entrance would naturally be is an important

crossing of the 300 foot parkway with the main line of motor travel leading

uirou^n morion south and east and tnere a great ci rcle or 'slaza should be

planned as a portal, so to speak, to the city.

The Memorial Association, in cooperation v/ith the executor’s of

mr. Harding’s '.111, can acquire additional land adjoining the present

adjacent city park and the Commission of Pine Arts endorsed Hr. Taylor’s

advice to the Association that they thus acquire for park purpose with

restrictions this nearby land adjoining the main motor road so as to prevent

its being used in the future for building purposes, or possibly for playgrounds,

or for park concessions of an undignified character.

At Hr* l-loora *s request, Mr. Sreemleaf outlined the characteristics

the memorial should have as they too had recommended them to General gav/yer, all

which were endorsed by the Commission of Pine Arts. The basic idea is quiet

dignity and retired beauty in distinction from the spectacular and the

conventional mausoleum type. The structure should be somewhat removed £ron

the rush and noise of motor travel, a shrine in peaceful setting to which the

public /Quid reverently walk. Yet, „s a matter of fact, the Hemorial "ould

extend to the actual portal where the motors stopped. From this portal there

v/oulcl. be a broad unbroken grass avenue leading straight to the tomb. Down this

carpet of lawn, between double rows of arching trees on either side, would be

a view of the building backed by the oak grove. At each sice, under twe double

row of trees, would be a broad, shady walk to the architectural climax of

the memorial
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lyres mentioned the possible disturbing element caused by the

usual heterogeneous grouping of cemetery monuments on either side of this

approach to the tomb and ashed if there would be any control of monument

I

I

erection. It was pointed out in reply that the. lend strip should be tames,

wide enough to get this control and Iso that General Sawyer had stated the

cemetery authorities would, on request, adopt for this nev/ section of the

flame tary the modern landscape method, /.hereby only stones flat in the sod

would be permitted.

Is to the character of the building proposed for the Harding Memorial,

Mr. Greenleaf said he '/as much impressed by the idea advanced by Hr. Moore

that the Harding Memorial should not be the conventional mausoleum type,

sometimes blatant in its over self-assertion, but rather take on the nature

of a chapel, exquisitely designed, which with the landscape setting and

approach, -./ill be a memorial that, as time passes, the people of this country

will visit as something, of rare beauty and art as well as a memorial to

President Harding* Only in this ./ay can it be enduringly successful. -The

structure should have classic motive; and in view of the fact that this

part of Ohio was largely settled by people from Hew England, a chapel having

in it a suggestion of the Georgian would be very appropriate for this memorial

to President Harding. It would also characterize him as a man of simple

.

habits, with love of the well tried and. enduring, and devoted to the traditions

of this country; the landscape setting . ould call to mine: his love of n. ture.

Che Commission and ilr. Taylor /ere in entire accord ar to these

recommendations with reference to the .Harding Memorial. Hr. Taylor said up

to that moment he had not been officially notified of his appointment ms

landscape Architect, but the following telegram, naming Ms appointment definite.
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V-“S received from General Sawyer letter in the afternoon, addressed to

-dr. Saylor, as follows*

"be have authorisation to accept your proposition. Proceed
according 2; ,

Charles 3. Sawyer.,

Ohairnan .Shoecutive Committee. 5*

Ao to the selection of an architect, the Commission unanimously

disapproved having a csnpetition. The Commission felt that a competition

in this case would be a waste of tine and money, and that it called for a

memorial which was deserving of the best architectural shill of this country.

She Commissi on .considered the names of 11 the Fallows of the American

Institute of Architects, and of other architects residing in cities of the

United States from Boston to San Francisco, their r ua li ficat ions , and the

works they have produced. She sum available for the Harding Memorial,

including the landscape treatment, is w600,000. After careful consideration,

the Commission of fine Arts unanimously decided to recommend to the Harding

Ilemorial Association the following three crcliitects , who re recognized

among the greatest architects of this country, and any one of 'whom would

produce a worthy memorial to President Hardings

John Bussell Pope, £42 fifth Avenue, Hew York, Y.

3^.3rton Svwrtwout, 16 /eat 34th Street, Hew Tori;, H. Y.

Paul Cret, Otis Building, 112 South Sixteenth St.,Hail. delphia.Ba.

General Sawyer hac; written that he desired the recommendations

Of the Comaias ion of Una Arts ns soon as possible, nd lie w; informed

by letter ccoruingly (inhibit B)

«

< 8. !D : . 31 A3BUKY HHHOEIAL; Under date of July 24, 1124,

Lieut* Col. 0. Oi Sherrill, Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds,

submitted the following letter, with a location plan for the Francis gsbury

Ilemorial, suggesting a slight change in the location of the memorial , on





the same triangle heretofore selected by the Commission of fine irts, at

the intersection of Sixteenth and Mount Pleasant Streets, and Columbia Hoad:

* I inclose herewith a sketch of the suggested location plan
Of the Anbury Memorial, which is different from the one .originally
considered, due to the fact that recently the triangle on which
this statue is to be erected, has been largely increased in size.

It is not probable that the isbury Memorial Commission can
at this time construct the walk indicated in the drawing, but this
design is included as this ultimately dll be included*

In view of the fact that the Commission in charge of the
construction of this Memorial is ready to proceed with the work at
once, ,7112 you kindly advise me at your earliest convenience the
views of the Commission of Pine arts on the suggested location*

Your attention is invited to the fact that a very similar
situation was solved in much the same way in reference to the

Hancock statue at 7th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.

The Commission inspected the location plan, hereupon it './as

approved* (Exhibit C) • {The sculptor. Hr* Xukeman, subsequently advised

that the specific location indicated in the drawing would interfere with the

scale of the monument, whereupon a compromise site was agreed upon between

the sculptor and the Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds- A

drawing showing that site was submitted, and accepted by authority or

the .Chairman (Exhibit C-l), in lieu of the drawing considered August 8th).

j 9 . S2A2QE OF SEB3HI3JTS On August 7, 1924, Lieut* Col. 0. 0. Sherrill,

Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds , submitted a landscape

plan prepared by Hr. H* "J. Pea alee, architect, for the Statue of Serenity*

She Commission had at their meeting on April 25, 1924, approved a site xor

the statue on the upper level of Meridian Hill Park, near the main entrance

on Sixteenth Street. 2he plan submitted preposed placing the statue in

the planting' at a convenient point on the west side of the upper lave! so

that the statue, which would face west, may be seen from the outer path

extending to ISuclid Street. The statue is to be erected on a pede^t^l 2 xeet

6 inches high, in accordance with re

c

anaendat ions heretofore made ov the

Commission. She location proposed for the statue was approved. me

Commission endorsed Hr. Greonleaf's re /nest that the statue be placed in the

planting and that the landscape treatment proposed for the statue be such

as would interfere as little as possible with the approved landscape plan of

Meridian Hill Park. She Commission requested a plan shewing the lay-out



'

*

V
(

r

01

. .

'
.

-

t

-
•

:
•

: ::

•

j

. J

’
:

' i ..

'

\ .

1 •
1

’ •

> •j

,-v>V : t' '<

’

“I

• : .. j . . ..



-10-

Qf the inscription (Exhibit D) .

10. STATUE OF GSME.iL 3M MAETIIT: The Department of State and the

Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Ground a* , having requested the

Commission of Fine Arts to select a location for the statue of General

San Hartin, given by the Ee public of Argentina to the United States, the

Commission in pursuance of the Act of Congress approved June 7, 1224,

authorising the erection of the statue on public grounds of the United States,

inspected several locations during the afternoon, and after careful

consideration decided that a vary appropriate site for the statue would be

along Massachusetts Avenue , on the triangle between Tenth •-•nc Eleventh Streets, U.

The Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds advised

accordingly (Exhibit B).

11. ESS? FILTBATIOI? PXAUT; The Commission called at' the office of

Major James A* 0* Connor, District Engineer in. charge of -Washington .voric, to

inspect scale drawings for the new Filtration Plant, which had been revised

in accordance with recommendations heretofore made by the Commission.

Hr. Ayres and Hr. Delano inspected the drawings. "Pith suggestions in

matters of detail, which were explained to Major 0* Connor, the designs

-..ere approved. The suggestion of Major O’Connor that asbestos be used

for the roof was approved in the absence of better material, slate being

preferred.

At the request of Major O'Connor, and in companj ith him, the

Commission visited the proposed site for the nev; Filtration riant on t-ue

Conduit Hoad, near the District Line. Vovk. on the foundations was in

progress. Major 0» Connor ashed advice with reference to briofe to be





-12-

used and requested the Commission to inspect tr./o sample v 21s— one, the

Home.ood Colonial Brick: (manufactured by the Hydraulic Press 3rieh Co},

end the other, the liar:pton Colonial riln-mr rhed, smooth face, brick: (manu-

factured by the United Clay Products Company) • This latter type ms

preferred bj the Co.mis si on for tins structure*

The nev.- Filtration Plant is being built in connection ittli the

new conduit, v/hieh it is er.pected \ ill be opened January 1, 1927, md vhich

will increase the 'crater supply of busmington from 70,000,000 to 250,000,000

gallons per day*

The Commission adjourned at 5s 00 p*rn.





COPY

July 23 9 2924.

Sirs

In accordance with, your letter of July 14, submitting designs for

the coin to commemorate the beginning of the .rork of carving Stone Mountain,

Georgia, and in memory of T/arren G. Harding, President of the United States,

in whose administration the work mas begun, the Commission of Pine Arts

respectfully report that artistic merit is laclang in the design.

A glance at the drawing of General lee’s body will show you that if

properly drawn it would extend into the horse’s back a good sin inches and

that his leg seams to come from the region of his waistcoat pocket. She

horses’ heads and necks are good, but not good enough to redeem the general

design, which is poor and weak.

The reverse is crowded, and the reference to President Harding is

most unfortunately made subordinate.

The entire design lacks study and appreciation of the art of the

medal as distinct from the art of sculpture in general. The execution

of the design would result in a coin below the standard of United States

coins. The design therefore is disapproved.

Very re spe ct ful ly ,

Charles Moore,

Chairman.

Hon. Bobert J. Grant,

Director of the Mint,
Treasury Department.
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COPY

August S, 2924.

Bear General Sawyer:

•The Canmissi on of Pine Arts gave long and careful consideration
yesterday to the reccmmendat ion they are making to the Harding Memorial
Association in regard to the choice of an architect. The Commission
considered the names of all the Fell ows of the American Institute of
Architects, going over the list with care, and where a man seemed
premising, discussed his name in connection with the work that he had
done in his profession. They considered not only Ms qualifications
as an artist but also Ms adaptability to work in harmony with the

landscape Architect and with the Harding Memorial Association. They

considered qualifications of men in San Francisco, as wall as those of

men in Boston, Chicago, and other cities. For example , there were

two architects in San Francisco that might well have been recommended

had they possessed certain qualifications ; and if they had been considered

preeminent , the distance would not have prevented the Commission from

recommending them.

The object of the Commission in making their recommendations is

to enable the Harding Memorial Association to employ an architect whom the

Commission believe to be capable of producing a worthy memorial to

542 Fifth Avenue , Hew York, I.. . •

,

18 .;/est 34th Street, Hew York,

Iding, 112 South Sixteenth Street,

?h i 1 ade Iphi - , P> •

give you such explanations as may

their position'.

The Commission will be pleaMessed to confer with you further and

maw help you to understand fully

Sincerely, yours.

Charles Moore,

Chairman

Brig. Gen. Charles 3. Sawyer,

Chairman, Executive Committee,

The Yarding Memorial Association,

Marion, Ohio.
a
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i.U£U3t 9 , 1924.

Dear Sirs

$ha Gourdssi on of Pino Arts, at their moating

yesterday, approved the location plan of the Francis

dsbury Memorial, which you submitted with your letter

of July 24tn. She plan is ra turned to you herewith®

Yours vary truly,

Ghar2a3 I2oo.ro,

Ohaiiman*

Lieut. Gol. G. C. Sherrill,

Off!car in Charge of

Public Buildings and Grounds.

rrr^^<





COPY

August 22, 1924.

Dear Sir?

Your letter of August 21, with which, you submitted

the location plan of the Francis Asbury memorial, has

been received.

The statement is noted that the sculptor, hr. Ihheman,

regards the location of the statue considered on August Sth,

on the triangle at the intersection of Sixteenth and llount

Pleasant Streets, too far bach from the apex of the triangle,

and the Commission of Fine Arts hereby approve the erection of

the Asbury manorial on the triangle 3bcve mentioned, at the

point agreeable to the sculptor, indicated in brovn on the plan;

instead of at the point approved by the Commission of Fine Arts

on August 6, 1924.

The location plan is returned to you herewith.

Yours very truly.

Charles Hoore.

Cha irman.

11a j or 0. IT. Solbert,

Senior Assistant,

Office of Public Buildings

and Grounds.
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August 2b, 19:14,

Pear Sirs

The Commission of Pine Arts, -t their meeting1 August 8, 2924,

approved the location plan for the Statue of Serenity, /hich you submitted

with your letter of August 7th, in preference to the site heretofore

recommended, in Meridian Hill Parle, near the Sixteenth Street entrance.

The landscape, setting of the statue should be made so as to interfere

as little as possible v/ith the approved landscape plan of Meridian Hill Par

The Commission regard the height and character of the pedestal,

indicated in the drawing, appropriate for the statue,

is to the inscription, unless the one indicated in the drawing

has been especially recommended by Hr, Peering, the Commission recommend

that the inscription for the Status of Serenity be as follows;

Front of pedestal: £ 3 B 3 H I i1 T

ITorth side of pedestal: In memory of

william Henry Schuetae

Lieutenant Commander, United States ITavy

2853-1902

South side of pedestal; Hi's friend Charles Searing

has caused this statue to be

erected. Uosd Glari , Sculptor,

The Commission desire to have submitted to them a plan showing

the lay-out of the lettering for this inscription.

Yours vsrp trulj s

Charles Moore,

The Officer in Charge of „ .

Chairman,

*=* SLJ
fl

a

Public Buildings and Grounds.



v J

.

.

. ;

. .

'

.

"

• •• • • -/ i .J

.

•
:

' V-..

;

'is
'

•

” •*
-

, <

•

• "

%
W"



COPY

August S, 2$34,

Dear Sir:

The Commission of Pine .Arts , at the ir meeting

yesterday, inspected several sites for the equestrian

statue of General San Hart in, the ;ift of the Hapublic

of irgantina to the United States, and recommend that the

statue be erected along Massachusetts Avenue on the

triangle between Tenth and Eleventh Streets, IT*

Yours -very truly,

Charles Moore,

Chairman.

.Lieut* Col* 0. 0. Sherrill,

Officer in Charge of

Public Buildings and Grounds*




