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DOCUMENT NO. 2709°

FSTHER GARCIA MORAS, after having been duly sworn, testified
on 25 June 1945 as follows:

Q Please state your full nare, age, nationality, present
address, occupation, and marital status.

A TFSTHER GARCIA KORAS, 24 years old, Filipino, Rarmon Roces
Building, Calero Street, }anilas, housewife, marriedy no

children.

Where and with whom did you live on 9 February 19457

At 220 Alhanbra Street, Ermita, Manila, with my mother,
Mrs. PAQUITA COSTAS GARCIA, riy sisters PRISCILLA COSTAS
GARCIA, EVANGELINE Z0STAS CARCIA, CAROLA COSTAS GARCIA,
my father FEDFRICO GARCIA, and oy brothers FREDDIE COS-
?A8 GARCIA and JOAQUIN (QUINET) COSTAS GARCIA,

Where was your husbdand a2t that tire?
He was in the hands of the Japanese in the island of
Cebu. He is now with the American Army at Leyte.

How long have you been married®
Six years, the 19th of June 1945.

The Japs forced you to leave your home on 9 February 1945%
Yes.

There did they take you?
They took us all to Fergusson plaza which was about ten
meters north of our hore.

Besides your irrediate family, were any other civilians

taken to the Fergusson Plaza that day?
Yes, approxirately 1500, rore or less, mren, wonei, and
children were brought to Plaza Fergusson that day by the

Japanese,

yhat tirme of day did you arrive at Fergusson Plaza?
8 o'clock in the evening.

What heppened then®

The ren were separated into one group, and the woren and
children into another group. The group of woren and chil-
dren, which numbered approxirately four or five hundred
persons, was further divided, and fror that group of woren
and children apnroxirately 25 younger girls were placed

in one separate group.

How rany Jepanese were present in anc about the Plaza
Fergusson at the tire you were first rrarshaled and then
segregated into groups”?

Approxirately thirty.

Of this nurber, how rany, if any, were offlcers”®
I only noticed one.

Do you know the nares, ranks, units, or branches of ser-

vice of any of these Japanese?
I only know that they were marines, somebody told re.

I personally could not tell the difference.

Can you give us a description of the Japanese officer?
Well, he wore a saber, was about 5 feet 8 inches tall,
mediun built, and did not wear glasses. I could not notice
anything further about hls appearance. I was too scared.
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Give us the names, agesS, nationelities, present addresses
tions, and rarital status of the r.erbers
of your group of 25 girls.
PRISCILLA COSTAS GARCIA, 15 Filipino, Raron Roces Bulld-
ing, Calero Street, Manila, schoolgirl, single; EVANGELINE
(Evan or Ivan) COS&AS GARCIA, 14 Filipino, Ramon Roces
Building, Calero Street, llanila, schoolgirl, single; PILAR .
VYIRAMDA UBAGO, about 30 years old, Filipino, 55 Alejandro
VI, Sarpaloc, Menila, hore girl, single; LUCY TANI, 25,
Filipino, 78 Lourdes Street, Pasay, Rizal, secretsry to
Captain Tenny, singlej GLORIA CHEZI, 15, JULIA GHEZI, 20,
MARGOT GHEZI, 26, 211 of whor are Italian-Filipinos, un-
rerried, hore girls, residing on Tanduay Strect, Menilaj
VICKY GATOL, 17, British subject, 131 Apelo Cruz, Tabon,
Pasay, Rizal, hore girl, single; FANNY GADOL, 14, having
the sare address, occupation, and rerital status as her
sister VICKY; I"ARCIA LUISA SOTELO, 32, Spanish, address
unknown, horie girl, single. The rest of the girls, 2p-
proxirately twelve in nurber, were of various national-
{ties including Chinese and Filipinos, and 1 don't know
their nares and sddresses. They varled in ages from 18
to 24.

How long did your group of 25 stay at Plaza Fergusson?
About half an hour.

Then what happened?

tinder guard of two or rore Japanese soldliers, we were
rarched to what had been formerly known as the Coffee Pot
Cafe located on Dewey Boulevard irrediately south of the
Bay View Hotel.

VVhat tire did you reach the Coffee Pot Cafe®
About 9 o'clock in the evening.

Upon youvr entering the Coffee Pot, who was present in
addition to your group of girls*®

There was a Japanese officer who was sitting at a desk
in the rear corner.

Did sny other Japanese enter? 2
Yes, seversl Japanese were coring in and cut all the
tinre,

Pid you recognize any of the Japanese?
No.

You know 2ny of ther by nare?
No.

You know their rank, unit, or branch of service?

No, except thot they were all rerincs. They had greenish
uniforrs, and I noticed anchor insignias on several of
their caps &nd arrns.

That heppened then® '
They directed us to sit on the floor and rade signs for us
to go to sleep end that there was nothing to be afraid of.

Did you act accordingly”®
No. They brcught in bottles of whisky snd packs of
cigarettes and some crackers.

Did you ond tiie rest of the girls partake of the food
and refreshrnent offered you?

I sroked the cigazrette but I did not drink or eat. OSore
of the girls, however, took a drink beczuse they were

nervous, and sore, like ry sister Priscilla, took a drink
because they were thirsty.




coffee Pot”
and two hours.

L.
in eny unusuel ranner?
14 sit in front of us,

Q ‘TLla they act

£ They were noisy and bcld. They wou

gstare at us, ~nd try to rcke US fricndly te ther. They
could understand ther.

were talking to us but no one
¢ Did you observe any of the girls becone intoxiceted”

.. No.
Qg Were any other civilians brought in to the Coffec Pot
while you were there®

. No.
the Coffece Pot before

Q ‘fere 2NY of your -2roup reroved fror
your deporture”

herded us together 1in a
view Hotel.

> How rany Jape
+ Just two.

L =

@ Did you recognize any of ther? |
& They were 2ll

No, I cen't tell onc Jap fror anothcr.
nt ther 28 l1ittlec =28

so dirty and grelly that 1 looked

possible.

Upon your arrival at the Bay'View‘Hotel,
he second

we were rarched up the steirs to t

~nd taken to a roon the nurber of which I don't know, but
it wes on the side towarcs the bay and 1t wasn't a corner
 Jole) QN
arrived?

r %vho else Was in the roor: when you

' [} Nobody.
0 Did anyone core in the roor: besides your group”?
r on us and Ve could heer then

i No. The Japs shut the doo
an the other side of the door.

¢ Teseribe the roor.
L It was entirely'unfurnished except for a2 fcw carouflage
nets and old rattresses lying on t Therc wWas
; There

4 srall bathroor
wns one Window and t

but everybody Was
eh to lie

¢ Then what happened?

A In about 5 or 10 ninu ~bout 5 Japs with flash-
1ights and cand e to look sround and pecr
into our faces. ! n over our eyes
~nd turned our fe > v na crouched into the

corner atterpting

what did the Japtnese do?
They corpleted their inspectlon and then left the roon
tes, closing the door upon USa

in 2bout five rinu

-3_
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Then what happened?
Tn about enother five rinutes, three Japs care in and

grabbed ny two sisters Priscilla and Evengeline by theilr
arrs and forcibly pulleé then fror the roor. Both of iy
sisters pulled back end resisted strenuously and cried
out in anguish to be left alone, but they were taken any-

way.

Did you see your sisters zgein after theat?

Yes, in about half an hour Evangeline (Even) care back

to the roor 2lone erying ond shaking 211 over end sob-
bing and fell in ry arrms. She was crying like her heert
would bresk. I tried to soothe her and sk her what had
happened? She sz2id the Japs were doing things to Prisci-
11a. I then asked her what heppened to her. She sald,
"Nothing happened to re because 1 ar. nenstruating.”

Did you ask her for particulers®
No, there was so rmuch turnoill in the roor: with all the
girls crying and praying and ry sister was so upset thet

I just held her close &nd We walted.

When did you see Priscilla agein?
She eare into the roor: ebout 20 nminutes after Evangeline

had core back the first tire.

Thet was her appearance?
She was perspiring, her halir was awry, and her dress was

sniled and russed.,

Did she say eanything to you?
She said she wanted to die.

Did you cuestion her?
No, I knew what had happened.

Did she say anything further other than that she wanted

to die®
No.

Before your sister Priscilla returned to the roor as you
have just rclated, hzd the Jepenese corc back and bother
anyone?

Yes, obout five rinutes after ry sister Evangeline had
returned, three Jeps entered and took hold of ry sister
Evangeline again and Fanny Gadol and dragged ther across
the floor and out of the roor. All the while, Evengeline
snd Foanny were struggling ond screaring.

Did you say or do anything~
T tried to hold Evan back, but I was not strong enough.

Everyone in the roor was crying ond trying to hide under
rettresses and nets.

Did Evengeline return to the roor?
No, I did not sce her again that night until the next

rorning when she was with ry rother.

Did vou sce Fanny Gadol again that night®
No, I did not seec her until the next morning, downstairs.

Did any rore Japanese core in the roor?

Yes, obout fen rinutes after Priscilla had core back in
the roor, ~htout four Japs, I think, entered the roor znd

took re sal sorc of the other girls who I was too dis-
traught to c23717e,
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714 you resist?

Ycsy I told ther I was sick 2nd that I had 2 headache.
but thet rade no difference to therr, They just pulled
re by the shoulders cnéd forced re out of the roon and

pulled me down the hz2ll to snother roor.

How rony Japs actually took you to this other roor?
Three of ther.

Can you describe sny of these three Jopenese or any of

the Japenese who had entered the roomn prisr to your re-
roval?®

No.

Do you know their rank?
Noy they were just rerines; no officers,

Whot happened when you reached this roor?
They rade re lie down on the floor.

"ho was present?
Just I #nd the three rarines.

Did you notice how the roor wes furnished?
There was nothing in it. I was foreced to lie down on

the bare floor. They 1ifted ry dress up to ry waist
eanG tore off ny pants.

How i'eny of thc Japs actuclly pulled up vour dress and
tore your panties off?
One.

'hat did the other two Japcnese do at this tire®
Just stonding there, looking and laughing.

"hat were you doing?

I was struggling, kicking, and striking out with ry arrs,
but the one who was holding rme down sl2pped re =1l about
rny face with his bare hands,

Did you lose consciousness?
No, but I becere dzzed fror the slapping and when I
finelly got exhausted, I lay on thc floor like 2 log.

anc then what happened®
While the rarine held re pinned to the floor with one

nend, he unbuttoned his trousers with the other hend
ond then forced his sexuel organ inte re,

How long did he cngege in his cernel erbrece with you®
{bout two or three rinutes.

Before, during, or irrediatcly after this acty did he
kiss or fondle you in ony ranner?

He tried to kiss rcy but I held ry arrs both folded over
ry face, and he could not reach ry lips.

Did he hcve »n erission in you?
Yes,

Did you heve =n erission®
No,

D1d his act of ravishrent couse vou ~ny physiccl poin?
Yesy & 1ittle pa2in.

Did he atterpt any other forr of physicel relotions with
{ou of ~n unnaturesl fashion?
(O _ |

W
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When he had corpleted his orgasrn, what happened?

He stood up, and one of the others got down on re. He
had his trousers unbuttoned and his organ was out and he

forced it into re.

How long did he violate you?
Just a few rinutes.

Did you resist hir?
I tried to resist hin but I kncw all was over and I was

lost.

Did he hnve 2n erission”®
Yes.

Was he wearing any preventive?
No.

Did you heve an enission®
No.

©id his rapccious act cause vou any physical pein?
No,

Did he atterpt to caress or fondle you?
No.

Then whet hoppened?

dhen he had finished, he got up a2nd the third one attacked
re in the sare ranner 2né he likewise corpleted the sexual
act. I did not core, 2nd I continued to cover ry face

~nd protect ryself the best I could.

Did thesc three Japanese hurt you as a result of the
act?
No.

Did sny of thc J=ponese offer you any payrient of any
kind?
No.

Did any of th. Japanese prorise you any special favor or
word of protection if you would aecquiesce in thelr desires”?

They did not telk. They just had re down, the three darned
brutes, and then went out of the roor while 1 was still
in 2 dazed a2nd bewildered condition,

Cid sny of the thrce Jropanese you have Just nentioned pos-
sess 2ny weapons?

Yes, onc of ther hed 2 gun with bayonet fixed, and the
other two hnaé just their bayonets.

Did thcy threcten you in any way with their weapons?
No.

Then what neppened?

I crawleéd on ry hands and knees, struggled to ny feet,
and sorehow ronaged to get back te the roor: where I had
becn taken fror the other girls.

About how long had you been gone fror: the roor and the
girls?
¢bout 20 rminutes,

ibout what tire was it when you returned to the roonr
rcejoining the girls?
It woes nearly ridnight.

Lfter your return to the rooryy, what did you observe?
%%ddnot obscrve anything. I just fell on the floor and
sobbed.

- &
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Then what hoppened?®
vental heze 211 the rest of the night. The

Jep of the roor, dragging out
cirls individuelly a1l groups of two or three.
After I hed been lying on the floor zbout two or three
rinutes, one Jep ~sprine cane end dragged ne to 2 roon
in which there was & bed ~nd which was corpletely fur-

nished.

“1ng t'is an offlicer”
No, he was notv officer. He wrs just a narine.

Who else was present”
Nobody.

"That heppened? *

He took re in this roorl, lichted the candle, fixed the
bed ané put 2 shect and pillow on., He reroved 2ll ny
clothes oand then he corried re to the bed eand placed re
gcntly thereon. He storted to coress re, erbracing me
~nd kissing re 2ll over ry body, my legs, 1My stonach and
about the breasts, but he could not touch ny face beczuse
T held o pillow tightly over Iy face with ry arrse.

How long did this continuve? _
After ~bout ten rinutes he got on top of ne.

How 1long did he engege in his carnal act®
Ne~rly thirty ninutes.

Did he heave &n erission?
Yes.

Did you?
No.

rid this raping hurt you?
Yes, 1t did.

Desceribe the hurt.
It burned re and I felt very sore inside of re.

Did he szy anything to you during the entire tire you

were in the room?
NO.

Cen you describe the apperrance of this r~rine”®

He haé no hair, he had a two-Coy growth of beard, he

had seversl proninent upper gold teeth, he was sbout

five feet 2 inches tall, weighed sround 130 pounds, did not
weor glasses, hrd & scar ~bout two inches long Jjust acbove
his right eye, and had no tattooes.

You have ony ldea as to his nane, unit, rank, or organiza-

tion?
No, except that he was & marine, not an officer.

Did he offer you any rewerd or 2ny payrent?
No.

Did you resist his efforts?
Yes, certainly, but T wes afroid and he wos too strong.

Then what happened?

He put on his clothes, told rec to put on riine, which I
ranaged to doy ond then rotioned re to lesve, which I
did. I returned to the roor. where the other girls were.

i B
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O vThat tire did you get back To your roor” .
L Tt wos about 1 o'clock in the rorning, 10 Februery 1945.

/

0 Viere you rolested egoin thot night®

i Yes, I wos raped betwecn 12 and 15 tires during thetl
night. I c~onnot rererher excctly how rany tircs. 1 80
so tired 2nc¢ horror stricken th~t it boeare 2 living
nishtrare. The Japs world core singly ond in groups,
drag re fror the roor hardly before T hed fzllen to the
f1oor fron n prcceding raping, snd would agein take e
~nd do it to me over ~nd oOver. T orr not sure because

T wos trving to avoid looking ~t their foaces, but I do
not think ~ny one of the J~aps used re rore then once.

vone of ther were offlcers hot I can recell., On each
ocersion I did ry best o prevent the ~ttscks, but £s 1

grcw weaker and verker and ry privete parts becarc 1ore
inflecred and pcinful, I gave 1D 11 hope of living and
expected ther to continue until they killed re. I cannot
rcpeat deteil for detoil aftoer the first few assoults,
but finally, ot sbout 4 o'clock in the rorning, I was
raped by ¢ raprine whose organ wos sO lerge thort it tore
ry insides ond I bled fror ry privete perts. Only then
did they le~ve r¢c alone utterly exhausted, in great pain
and bleeding badly.

Did vou observe during ony of your short stays in the
roor: with the girls whether or not any of the other girls
were being teken or ravished by the Japs?

No, not =t the tire perticularly, but I doknow other

~irls were coring ~nd gning under the corpulsion of the
Japs. I lecrned ~nfterwerds thet nearly all the girls in
the roor, with the exception of two or three who were
renstrunting or otherwise unable to satisfy their dereands,
were roped by the Jops.

vere vou given nny food or water during th~t night?
Yes, a few crackers n~nd some wnter ~bout ridnight. They
iust brought crackers ~nd threw it on thc floor.

On the first occesion that night when the three Japhnese
took you ~nd violated you consecutively, weos the roor
lighted by 2 candle or flashlight”® ;

No, it wrs very deork,

Did ~ny of the attackers wear any preventives?
No.

Jere any of thc attackers under the influence of liquor
or drugs?
Yos, prectically all of ther: were very drunk.

During the night, did they force you to teke any rore
licuor®

To, I was sober. Their breoths were terrible ond the
ofdor of their bodics was indeseribably terrible.

During the course of the night, did you becorea nauseated
~nd vorit?

Yes, I was sick to ny storach, but I held on without
throwving up sorchow.

Diéd any of the Japs other then the first one you described
as having slapped you bent, strike, or otherwise bruilse

yoqu in sny ranner?

No, only the natural rarks or blrek and blue spots coused
by thcir grasping e tightly by the arn,
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0 After this last incident which you hnd at about 4 o'clock
in the rorning when you began to have 2 slight herorrhage,
what hepocned®

A After that the Japs did not core back again., We 211 lay
there trying to rest oursclves.

. How long were vou kept in that roon?

A Until about 6 o'clock in the rorning. We left the roon
cnd triocd to find our folks. I found ry rother, ry sis-
ters Evengeline and Carola, 2nd ry brother Quinet together
in 2 corridor., They had been looking for re too. Then
the five of us went to another room on the sare floor
where there were severrl ferily groups, end we stayed
with then,

gid you recognlize ~ny of thes¢ other peonle?

€8y Mrs. Trinid~d Llaras Gerecir, Teresits L. Garciz,
thelr cook Rose2 (I don't know her leost nere), Mrs. Eric
Stern oanc her son Jerry, lrs, Stern's servants, Rosario
and Matilde (I cdon't know their 1last neres), Mrs. Lorraine
Quirino, her daughtcr Nency, oand hcer two sons (I don't
know thcir nemes?, Narle Ghezi Gnlates, Mrs. Sorzh B.
Gadol ond her son David and servant Genoveva Trinidad.
There were 2 few others whor I do not rerember or know.

Dic thc Jepanese riolest you or any one in your prcsence
subscouent to your deperture fror the roor where vou
spont the first night?

No, rost of us were oble, on the rorning of 10 February
1945, to go to the rein dining roor where the Red Cross
pcople protected us during the subseocucnt nights.,

" V"hen did you escepe fror the Bay View Hotel?

A On thc afternoon of 12 Fcbruary 1945. The building wos
burning furiously, but the Japancse rarines would not let
us go out., IHowever, an order was finally given to let us
flee fror the burning building, =nd we did.

After you got out of the building until you were rescued
by Arcrieon soldiers, were vou subjceted to eny other

cruel or unusual punishrient by the Jeprnesc?

Yo, o only underwent the terror ~nd denger of shelling
custorary in warfare. However, at one tire, where and

""hen I don't recelly, 2 hend grcnade was thrown in the

roor: in which we were hiding ond ry brcther Joaquin (Nuinet)
wes kllled, T don't know whether or not the Japancse threw
the grenede.

Yere you at sny tire efter your escapec fror the Bay View
Hotel exarined by 2 doctor?
Ycs.

“Then wes thot?

OUn 28 March 1945 I was oxeriined by a United Stotes Arny
doctor, Coptrin Robert R. Jones of the 117th Bettalion,
ledicrl Detochrent of the 37th Division, APO 37,

“hot wos the result of this exarin~tion as to the ouestion
of vcncreal disecase?

was ncgetive,

Did you becorec pregnont 2s = result of your expcrience?
No,

Do you krnow of snyonc else that was in the Bay View Hotcl or
in the Bouleverd Alhorbre Apartrents during the period fron
9 Februrry to 13 Febru-ry 1945 who wrs rolested by the
Japenese beslides those vou heve n-red as being in the roon
with you?

No, I know of no one.

& O
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Do you know the nemes or can you describe any officers
or rarincs of the Japanesc Irperiesl Forces who were present

during any of the afore-rentioned periods of tire?

Other th~n these 12 to 15 rapings and the sleppings and

the force used upon you in conncetion therewith, did the
Jepanese injure vou in eony renner?®
No.

Have you anything additional that you con think of which
you should or can testify about this atrocity?
That is 211 I con say,

/s/ Esther Garcia Moras
HER GARCIA MORAS

Corronwealth of the Philippines)
City of Manila ) S8

I, ESTAFR GARCIA MORAS, of lawful age, being duly sworn
' on oqth stete that I heve reand the foregoing transcription

of ny interrogﬂtion and 2l1ll 2nswers conteained therein arce true
to the best of my knowledge 2nd belief,

/s/ Esther Gorcia Moras
ESTHER GARCIA MNORAS

: Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27 day of June
1945,

/s/ David T. Sweet
DAVID T. SWEET
lSt Lt., J.A.GODO

’ CERTIPICATE

We, FRANK H, MORRISON II, 1st Lt., 0-1797858, JAGD, and
DAVID T. SWEET, 1lst Lt.. O- 2052561 JAGD certify thet on
27 June 1945 personally appeared bofore ustSmHER GARCIA MORAS
end gave the foregoing enswers to the seversl oucstions sct
forthy thot after her testimony had been transceribed, the said
EST'TR GARCIA VMORAS re~2d the sere and affixed her signature
thercto in our prescnce,

/s/ Frank H, Morrison 2
Place: FRoces Building FRANK H., 'ORRISON II
Colero Street, Meonile 1st Lt.y J.4.G.D.

Dete: 27 June 1945, /s/ David T. Swect
DAVID T. SWEET
1st Lt., J.A.G.D,
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I, Alva C, Carpenter, Chief, Legal Section,

General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers, do hereby certify that the attached
photostatic copy of the affidavit of ESTHER GARCIA
MORAS 1is a true and correct reproduction of the
original affidavit; and that a sigﬁed and sworn

copy of saild affidavit is presently on file with
this Section.

/s/ Alva C, Carpenter

dlva C. Carpenter,
Chief, Legel Section.

Witness: /s/ John R, Pritchard

Sworn to before me this 29th

day of October, 1946, Tokyo, Japan.
/s/ John R. Pritchard

Captain, Infantry
Summary Court
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