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Interrogation No . (USSES 467) L Plrce: Tokyo i |
NAV.NO 109 Date: 20 November 1945
Time: 1300 - 1700 ,

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Divisione
Subject: SOLOLON Islands Actions 1942=43,
personnel interrcgated and background of erchs

Commander YAIALOTO, Tadashi, IJN, Communication Qf ficer eng
4djutent, Staff, Destroyer Squaaron 2, aboard HOYASIIC (DD)
~t CUADALCANAL 11-14 November 1942, Also pagrticipaten 4n
other SOLOLON Island enzagementss Coptain OHLAE, Taghitm zu
Chief of Staff South Ladfcrn Fleet(RATAUL). Responsitile
for planning anc cperation, SOLOLON Area, 1942=432,

Where interviewed: Room 707, el ji Bulldinge
Interrogator: aptain C. Shands, USN.

Interpreters J. He LAl (Interrogation conducted 1n English
except for teechnical questions).

L1licd Officers Precent: Comdr. Te H. loorer, UblN.
S U LY

Eattle of GUADALCANAL 12-14 Wovember 1942, Gemeral attack upe
i, S. Torces in iate Cctober, 1942 considerca unsuccessful due TO
failurc of Army and NMavy to.malintaln plonned schedulic, Description
of Tattle of GUADALCANAL 12-14 Vovember resultin~ in loss of HIEIL,
KIRISHILA (BE) AYVAVAMI (DD) by sunfire: KINUGASA (Cia) and 11 '
tr-ncvorts bi divebombers and torpedo ploncse The loss of LS
prttle was the lost major cffort to recapture GULDALCANAL, The
constont nttrition of firstclass pilots in the SOLOMONS canmpalgn
(Lir Groups 21, 24, 29, and 26) weakened Navy lefense of the LuRSHA
TG Losses never rceplaced due TO curtailment of tralning pro=-
cram in 1943, oumnary including ships prcsent anc track chart
confirmation on Fattle of SAVO Islanc, 9 August 1942, VELL, LVELLA
6-7 Lugust 1943, VELLA LAVELLA 17-18 August 1943, VELL. LaVELLL
6~7 October 1943 and CAPE OT GEORGE 25 November 1943,
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TRANSCRIPT of

Interrogation ( Comdr. YAMAMOTO and Capt

- e g

« OHMAS ),

TRANSCRIPT
Battle of GUADALCANAL 12-14 November 1942

Qe What was your estimate of the situation existing in the SOLOIONS
in November 1942%

fhe The situation was becoming very serious, When you first landed
' on the S0LOMONS in August we thought that we could easily retake
the ‘areas that you had captured, Our information was that your
forces were small in the GU.DALCANAL area therefore the Army

did not think that it was necessary to send many troops, They
reported that vou had less than a thousand troops ashore, They
based their requirements to retake CUADALCANAL on the Army
forces required against CHINESE in the CHINA and MALAYAN Campaign
We also had information that you were hard pressed in America
due to PEARL HARBOR losses and shipping losses in the AtTlantic,
therefore we did not believe that you would be able to engage

in a major operation at that time, Our Army misjudged both your
strength and fighting ability at GUADALCANAT, between August and
November,

Our first effort to reinforce our garrison at GUADALCANAI failed
when a submarine sank our transport 9 or .10 August negar RABLUL,
IT may have been the SHINYO MARU,., It was loaded in TINIAN with
600 marines who had returned after the failure at MIDWAY, This
was 8 well trained special unit for landing gperavlons, Durinp
Lugust and September we continucd to send Army reinforcements
each time expecting that there would be a sufficient number to
retvake GUADALGANAL., We also deployed our submarines in an effort
to cut your supply lincs,

In September you appeared to be gotting stronger so after a gener:
conference in TRUK between the Army, CinC Combined Fleel and CinC
Southeastern Fleet, a general assaultwaenlen~a¢ 721 Cet tut cail-c
principally because the Army did not carry out ‘.e schedule agree
upon for attacking your airfield on GULDALCANAL. The Navy 1lost
ships, airplanes and pilots while trying to give support to the
and assault which was continually delayed, The Army did not
understand the position of the Navy in that it could not stay
1n one a2rea indefinitely without being attacked., We were also
consuming valuable fuel, When the assault was finally foresd
we had become weakened both at sea and in the alr, although therc
were about 26,000 Lrmy troons ashore and 3,500 special Navy lond-
ihg Torce,

b
C

On 26 October, after this attack I (Capt, OHMAE) went to
GUADALCANAL by destroyer to organize another general assault with
all ships and troops that could be assembled., The entire HIROBH
Division of the Army and a largc gquanity of supplies were in the
AASAUL=-SHORTLAND area. These troops were destined for an attock
upon PORT MORESBY, Following the confercnce Ceneral HYAKUTAKE ,
Commanding General of the 18th /Army ordered the plans to attaek
PORT MORESBY changed to attack GUADALCANAL, Since it appeared
that the advance in the SOLOIONS was more serious than the
advance through NEW GUINEA, this plan was suprorted by the
- Commander-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet, The force to be landed
consisted of about 10,000 Army troops and 1000 speci=l Navy lande
ing troops, The Navy troops also had about 38x8cm guns, A
large amount of supplies were also being sent the forces that
were already on GUADALCANAL,

Qe What ships were present in the Japanese Forces at SUADALCANAL
12=14 November?
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Ao There were three main units which were geographically separated
to the necrth, center and south.

Bombardment_Force (north) 12 November 1942,

ol R . . S S . W

Becond leet

T

Bombardment Group:

Rombardment Screen:

Sweepling Group o

PiecketT. group :
between Russells
and GUADA T hl Lk

Bombardment Force (North)

Bombardment Group

Rombardment Screen:

Sweeping Group

Batdiv

Desron
Desdiv
Desdiv
Desdiv

Desron
Desdilv

Desdiv

Ll -

10
16
61

6

4
2

27 -

HIEI (F) KIRISHIMA

NAGARA (F)
AMATSUKAZE, TOKITSUKAZLE
TERUZUKI
AKATSUKI,

ASAGUMO (F)
I\TURf SAME: 9
HARUSAME

SHIGUR!

INAZUMA, IKAZUCHI

AMID"RE, YUDACKI,

cH

Crudiv

Batdiv

Desron
Desdiv
Desdiv

Desron
Desdliv
Desdiv

Desron
Desdliv

4
11

10
61
dl

4
2

6

3
19

) q SHEIRATSUYA 3 YUGU:A.
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14 November,

¢« ATAGO (F) TAKAO Vice Adm, KOND

e 0@

KIRISHIMA

Niﬁx GARA ( F )
TERUZUKL
SHIRAYUKI, HATSUYUKI

ASAGUMO (F)
SAMIDARE
TKAZUCHI

SENDAI (F)
URANAMI
SHIKINAMI

GUADALCANAL Reinforcement Force (Center);
Escort Unit: DesRon 2 : HAYASHIO (F) TR. Adme TANLKL, Raslzo
" Desdiv 15.: OYASHIO '(F) KUROSHIO, KAGERO

Desdiv 24 : UMIKAZE (F) K“WﬁKAZE' SUZUKAZE

D_sdiv 31 : TAKANAMI (F) U”IMNﬂMI, NAGANAMI

Désdiv 30 : MOCHIZUKI |

: - ILT;.AGIRI
Transport Unit ARIZONA MARU: KUMAGAWA WARU SADO - InRU NAGAR{
MARU, NAKO MARU, CANBER-A IL RU BRISBLNE MMLRU,

KINUULWA MaARU o
YAMATSUKI NWRU

RESTRICTE]

U-J
e

- 467 = 3

KInOh

‘”‘ Th RU Yfll JLUB.A. I\ n.RU




—_-------------“--
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Main Body

CHOKAI (F) KINUGASA,
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LS SUPPORTING UNIT (SOUTH). (Eigth Fleet)

I1SUZU0 R, Adm, MIKAWA

Desdiv 8 : ASASHIO, ARASHIO
supporting Unit : Crudiv 7. ¢ BUZUYA (B)
ruadiv: 4 2 MAYA
Crudiv 18 : TENRYDU
‘Desdiv 10 :.MAKIGUMO (F)
YUGUMO
KAZAGUMO
Desdiv ¢ MICHISHIO

The Eighth Fleet aly
operated from TRUK
big action, The senior office
the action, The Grand Fleet H
Commander-in-~Chief of the Seco

e These two f

Qe What were
Le We were providing dire
YAMAMOTO) was in the
from the SHORTLAND Is
reach GUADALCAWNAL,
crulser forces were sche
to destroy your planes g
supplies so you would ‘be
before we landed our troops,
During the first part of
KOLI Point, We alread
end of the Island,
at KOLI Point to re
landing a general
West side of your defcénse,
divide your land forces
clent strength to defe

Nuvember

inforce
assault was sch

However these
KOLI Point for
field to the west side n

was completed we were op
ESPERANC]

dercd to
) and TASSAFARONGA,

(Capt OHMAE) In
SHORTLAND Islands where the troop
50 were used to support
crcase the water haul,

road down the length of
points on the island but the road
We used a few trails ang moved
tip of SANTA ISABEL to TA

D

Lo

None of the Escort force bomb
Southern Forces were
also had a surface engagement,
to bombard the fielg 2t
SAVO Island and FLORIDA
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'ays operated from RABAUL,
leets operated together in
I' normally had general comm
eadquarters was at TRUK since the
nd Fleet was the senior officer,

your plans for landing the
ct support for the tr
HOYASHIO (DD) with the
lands at 8% knots,
- Prior to our arriva
duled to bombard your
nd sufficiently 4
unable to recove

y had a large number
- Our plan waos to
ne Army
eduled from both th

We thought that we would mn
and felt that

at each half,

plans were changed about 3 or 4 Nove
ces retired by mountain tr
car KOKUMBONO,

august we had only

GUADALCANA
used to strengthen the other SOLOT
about September we
SANTA ISABEL,

a few troops from the southen
0O AFARONGA
never able to use it as we hag inten

The Northern Force
about 25,000 meters,
Island, but they were

The Second Fleet

any
and of

troops?

ansports, I (Capt,
staff, We departed
.1t took us 2% days to
al, the battleship and
alrfield in order
amage the airfield ang
r Tyom that sttack

we had landed some Lroops. at
of troops on the west

land the HIROSHIM! Division

already there, Following tI:

2 east and

ake you

we would then have suffi-

mber, and the
alls behind your air-
When this retirement was

land the troops between CAPE

about 80 landing barges in thc
movements originated, About
L while the other thirty were
'ON Islands, I: order to dee
planned to build a
We set up three landing
S not completed by November,
B ey
ana KOLI Point, but we were
ded,

wa

Did any of your ships bombard GUADALCANAL?

arded but both the Northern and
supposed to bombard,

They succesded but the,
was supposed
then retire between
intercepted and
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TRANGCRIPT of Interrogqtlon (Comdr. YAMAMOTO and Capt. OHMAE).

fought the night battle, Tnhc HIEI was damaged and later lost
in the first night battle, The KIRISHIMA was lost in the ‘sccond

" battle, The AYANAMI (DD) from the northern group was also lost,
These ships had special ammunition for bombardment and were very
short on ammunition for ship engagements so were not prepared
for a general shilip action., After the southern group retired the
KINUGAS: was sunk the l1l4th by dive bombers south west of RENDOVA
Island, The attock occurra?betwown 0640-0845, . At the same time
the ISUZU was seriously damaged, while the CHOK'T and MAYA were
moderately damaged,

Qe What transports were lost?

Ae On 14 November the follow1ng transports were sunk by dive bomber
and torpedo planes: -

ARIZONA ¥ARU (JDZD) 9683 T - Sunk
KUMAGAWA MARU (JRBJ) 7508 "
SADO MARU (JPAN) 7179 L
NAGARA MARU (JBNH) 7148 ' o
NAKO MARU (JRWJ) 7145 "
CANBERRA NARU (JPLK) 6477 e
BRISBANIE 174RU - (IR 5425 "

On 15 November the following ships were beached at DOIMA Cove
GUADALCANAL, due to damage received in the air attack during the

14ths ‘

KINUGAWA IARU (JURM) . €936
HIROKAWA MLRU (JFFO) 6872
YAMAURA MARU . (JeaM) 6798
YAMATSUKI MARU (JYXL) 6438

774,609 T
Je Did you lose any other ships in this action?
By Moo BUl 1n supporiing actions the. FURHTAKA (CA) was sunk near

Sﬂﬁo Island on 11 Oc¢tober during a night cruiser action and the
u?”ohl (DD) was sunk on 12 December,

(e Were you in company with the transports when they were attacked?

he Yes, We received our first attaock eurl¥ in the moruing of 14
November, It was from a dive bomber, do not remember if any
nits were made, Only one or two planes, We were very happy
because we thought that the bombardment groups had succeeded in
destroying your planes the night before, But about 0900 14 Novemne
ber (=-9) we started to receive many attacks from dive=bombers
and torpedo planes, We had some fighter cover during the day
but not enough, All afternoon your dive-bombers and torpedo
planes were very plentiful, We also had a B-«1l7 attack about noon.,
No nits registered but near misses Our fighters attacked them
bofore they inflicted damage, but we did not have enough fighters
to protoct us all day.

_.I-
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CRIPT of Interrogation (Condr, YAMAMOTO and-Capt, IIMAE) .

m r
TRANS

Trc first big attack occumred north of VANGUNU Island, The secon
occurred northeast of VANGUNU, The last main attack occurred
north of the RUSSELL Islands, There were smaller attacks betweern
the main attacks, At the end of the day all of the eleven transe
ports had been bombed or torpedoed, Seven of them had been sunk
or sank during the night, foyr of them badly damaged were able

to bench themselves at DOMA Cove. and land a few of the trnops,
The afterncon attacks were very severe, Most damage occurred
between about 1300=1500 in the afternoon,

Qe Were any of the escorting ships damaged?
ie None of the combatant ships in the KEscort Force were.attacked,
The 15th Destroyer Squadron left the transports and went over to
join the northern force aifter the attack upon the Transports.
The 31st and 24th were busy picking up survivor: so did not join,
We later escorted the four damaged transports to DOV Cove then
part of the escorts passed west of SAVO Island while the others
passed east of 1t, All destroyers then returned to SHORTL.LND,..
The heavy units returned to TRUK,

Qe What effect did this battle have upon your plans

A, Up until thils bhattle we were determined to retake GUARALCI. . NAL,
Ihe ATrnmy particularly desired TO do su, bur the Trangportation
was too difficult mainly due to your dive-=bombers and strafing
planes which were able to locate and destroy the transports and
landing berges mhlch were nidden during the day time. Following
the battle it was deecided to &7 as mach as we coulld by reinforcir
the uUiD“LCfﬂiL Garrison by destroyers while a sufficlent
supporting Tordee of aglrersrft wos beling buillt wup in RABAUL,., Thls
plan was not too successful, We were able to land a number of
troops and supplies, but ovr alr losses were Loo great, Almost
all of the Navy's Tirst class pilots and a few of the Army's
were lost in the SOLOIION operations., The greatest portion of
these were lost against GUALDALCANAL, At one time we had three
or four squadrons at RABAUL but they were sent down one at a tinue
The congtant alttrition was very expersive, The 2lgt, 24Th,
25th and 26th air groups were loste This loss was keenly felt
in the defense of the Empire Jduring the MARSHALL-GILBERT canpailg:
In 1943 our training program began to be restricted so we were
never- zble To replace thése losszes, -although we still had o nNonbe
of carriers, In January 1943 due to your increased strength and
our difficulty in suprlying GUADALCANAL it was necessary for us
to withdraw,

F o

e From your records, sketch The navigational track of tThe Japanese
'orces 1n the Battle of GUADALCANAL 12=14 November 1942, -
Hs Ded ApNeX hs By By Dy Hy ¥y Gy Hi

SALYO ISLAND 8-9 AUGUST 1942.
Q.’Wﬂlt ships were present in the Battle of SAVO Islﬂnﬁ.
Ae OO Tel ) Jdm, ‘”IKA"A
crudiv 6 : AORAK (F)
' FURATAKA
KINUGASA
KAKO

TENRYU
TATSUTA
Ixa

Crudiv 16

(S |

See Annex T Tor track tchart.

O
®
G2

ive a deseription of the batitle,
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TRANSCRIPT of InterrOgatlon (Pomdf. YANﬁMOTO 1nd Capt, OHMAE).

A. We had arrived at RABAUL o6n 29 July and had not had an opportuni
to operate these ships together, The CHOKAI and Crudiv 18 de=-
partel RABAUL and joined up with Crudiv 6 between GREEN Island.
and CAPE ST GEORGE, About 1000 off KIETA one of your planes 'y
sighteﬂ us and maintained tontact for about. an hour. AL that
tine Admiral MIKAWA reversed course in order to make it appear
that we were returning to RLBAUL. After the plane departed
we again reversed cqQurse and headed for GUADALCANAL between the *
islands, In order to avoid confusion and accidents during the
night we just maintained one column, Since our mission was to
pass around SAVO Islandy bombard your transports, then retire
we did not expect any dlfflcultlos. On our way to GUADALCANAL
we reeelived a despatch that one of ypour transports at GULDALCAN.I
was burning so we felt that we could easily locate your force,

fibout an hour before reaching S.:VO Island we catapulted seapland
to search the area and also to drop flares, These planes pro-
vided us with the position of your two cruiser forces as well

as the transport forces at GUADALCANAL and TULAGI,

Just te the west of SAVO Island we sighted two of your destroyerc
steaming very slowly to the scuthwest, We passed between them,
about 500 yards astern of the southern one, We were ~fraid tnﬁt
they would open fire upon us so had all guns trained upon them,
When the one to the south iid not fire, I was afraid that we may-
have been seen and repcrted but not fired upon,

Our destroyer remained outside SAVO to act as a picket and also
to engage yocur destroyers if they should follow us, -

Soon after we passed around SAVO Island we sighted your southermn
force of cruisers, About twe minutes after sighting we fired
torpedoes, then opened fire with guns, Immediately after ririnr
the torpedoeo we changed course to the left and sighted your
norLhern Iorce,

During the turn left the column broke up but the divisions remaii
el together, The CHOKAI and Crudiv 6 passed to the ecast of your
force while Crudiv 18 passed to the west, We fired both torpedo
and guns, The CHOKAI illuminated brlefly with search lights

your ships. concentrated upon her but " most of the hits were mado
by machine guns., The .range was very close, Outside of magchine
gun hits the only damage received was by the @HOKAI which was hi
by o galvo from ybur leading eruiser in the northern group,

Two shells landed in the operations room , just aft of the
bridge and killed about thirty men, They also burnt up all of
our charts,

Following this uctlon we passed north of SAVO Island, AT that
time the formation was inverted with the flagship (CHOKAI) in
the rear due to the different turning circles used after the fir:
engagements We considerei'returnin to the ares o =tLack your
transports., Due to about a two hﬂur delay in reforning we felt
that we would be within radius of your: planes the next morning
if we returnel, We knew that you had plapes in the vicinlity
because we had been listening té "RED:BASE" and "WHITE BASE"
brosdeast all day. We did not have alr cover, . In addltion all
of the charts on the flagship ha? been destroyed, which would !
have nade navigation dangerous, therefore we decided to retire,
The KAKO was sunk by submarine the next morning entcring the
harbor at KﬁVIENG
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Comdr, YAMAMOTO and Captl. OHMAE) .

VELLA LAVELLA

Qs What shipse were present in the battle of 6«7 August 19437
A, Desdiv 4 3 HAGIKAZE (F), ARASHI, Capt, SUGIURA, Kaju IJN,
Desdiv 27 : KAWAKAZE, SHIGURE.

Qe Describe this battle.

A. These four destroyers were transporting 950 Army troops and 55
tons of supplies to KOLOMNANGARA when they were surprised by youl
cruiser force, The ARASHI and KAWAKAZE received torpedo hits
which caused fires to break out, The KAWAKAZE sank very quickly.
The HAGIKAZE and ARASHI were also lost, The SHIGURI received
some damage but was able to fire torpedoes at the Limerican force
then retire, It rendezvoused with the SENDAI which had been

~carrying supplies to BUIN, then returned to RABAUL, Some of the
survivors were able to swin ashore, Thenwalked overland and
reached SHORTLAND about two weeks later,

Note: The chart of this action shown in Combat Narrative # XI
was considered true except that Captain YAMAMOTO thought that the
Japanese ships sank about three miles from the. VELLA LAVELLA
coast line, This distance was judged as "swimming distance',

VELLA LAVELLA 17=18 August, 1943,
Ships present:

Desron 3 : SAZANAMI (F) Capt. IJUIN, Matsuji

L

Desdiv 17 : HAMAKAZE (F), ISOKAZ!
Desdiv 27 : SHIGURI

Transports: 17 londing barges (DAIHATSU)
2 auxilizyy subchasers

shipboard landing craft

armed Daihatsu

‘armored boat,

SRR

The four destroyers were acting as an indirect escort for the
landing craft some of which were transferring two .companies of
Army troops and- 80 naval personnel to HORANIU .while others were
empty and destined to evacuate troops from VELLA LAVELLA to BUILK,
The destroyers had been waiting at SHORTLAND but when 1t uas
reported that American destroyers were proceeding towards VELLA
LLVELLL, our destroyers went down to protect the landing craft,

The night nction started with gun and torpedo fire at 2230, NoO
damage was received by any of the destroyers, althouegh 2 auxilisa
subchasers, 2 landing craft and 1 armed Daihatsu boat were sunk,
When the American destroyers were closing the range on the loade
barces the SHIGURE left the formation and made a feint towards
the U, S, Force firing torpedoes in order to turn them away,
During this action the loaded transport unit headed for HORLNIU
rlone. arriving at dawn of the 18th successfully landing 290
Army %roops and 80 Naval personnel,

Note: The track chart shown in Combat Narrative XI is considere
corrects

VELLA LAVELLA 6=7 October 1943,

0

RSTRICTED 467 - 8




0)
(]

TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Condr, YAMAMOTO and Capt. OHMAE)

AKIGUMO (F) Capt. IJUIN,, Matsuji,
. IJT‘I'
TSOKAZE (F) ot 8

MAKIGUNMO (F) KAZAGUMO, YUGUMO
SHIGURE (F) SAMID/RE

Ships present: Desron 3

Desdiv 17
DIRECT ESCORTS: Desdiv 10 -
Desdiv 27

Trangport Unlv

FUMITSUKI (F) MATSUKAZE, YUNAGI

fuxiliary subchaser and snall boat
units from lst Base Force,

Covery untt .

Ty,e transport Group was on a mission to evacuate personnc.t

from VELLA LAVELLA to BUIN, When the Americ=n forces werc sight
by the Main Body of escorts, the Transport Unit was ordered tO
rctire, therefore did not participate 1in the engagement, Lmeri-
can forces were engaged between 2100-2130, There was a delay 1in
opening fire due to erroneously identifying tne U, 5S¢ destroyers
s our own Cover Unit, During the action the YUGUHO wWas sunk,
The next day 3 officers and 22 enlisted men returned to BUIN i1rn
a motor launch from a U, S. dostroyver, During t..e action the sub
chasers and snall boats evacuated 576 personnel from the northern
tip of VELLA LAVELLA,

Notees Track chart shown in Combat Narrative XI considered correc

CAPL ST, GEORGE 25 November 1943,
Ships present: Desdiv 31 ¢ OHUAMI (F) MLKINAMI. Capt. KiGAVA,
Kiyosun

Desdiv 11 : AMAGIRI (F) YUGIRI
DESDIV 30 s UZUKI L

The above destroyers departed RABAUL for BUKA at 1330 24 Novembe.
They unlonded 920 Army troops and 35 tons of supplies conplete-
ing the operation at 2210, 700 troops being evacuated were then
loaded on board for the return trip. The destroyers were proceed
inz in two columns (no radio contact) when engaged by a U. S
Force, The OHNAMI and MAKINAII received damage immediately

and were later sunk, Tie other three destroyers proceed to the
north at full speed, During the retirement the YUGIRI wn:s sunk
about 60 miles cast of CAPE ST. GEORGE at 0110 the 25th, Beforc
the YUGIRT sank it fired all itorpedoes at the Us oo FoOrce,

Note: The track chart shown in Pac=5=1p, Al6=3/November, serial
00806 datcd 28 February 1944 is considered correct,

Were you present in RABAUL during the aircraft ¢ rrier ralds on

5 and 11 November 19437

Lo Yes, The danmage that we received there was due to nh error in

-v‘-:-]-
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judgement by the headquarters of the Grand Fleet at TRUXL, The
Crand Fleet wanted to make an attack on your ships in the SOLONOL
We had advised them that they should proceed direct from TRUK 1n-
stead of stopping at RABAUL for fuel, We considered thls neccs-
sary because RABAUL had been within range gf your carrier alrerat
in the SOLOMONB for sofis Time, '

The fleet entered RABAUL about 0600 5 Novermber and immediately
started to refuel, About 0800 the carrier strikes started, The:
were about three nmass attacks, The worst thing about the carrier
raids, was after the planes dropped their bombs they went back
for more and kept coning, When the raids started the ships got
underway and tried to evade the dive bombers and torpedo planes.
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TR&VSCLIPT of Interrogqtlon (Cﬁwdr. YAGAMOTO ﬁnd Capt. OHMAE) .

The MAYA received a bonb hit and was burning badly so could not
¢et underway. It returnead to TRUK under its own power some tinme
later, The TAKAO, MOGAMI 2nd AGANO were also hit by bombs,

They werc not sorlously damw;ed although they suffered some
casualties, The CHIKUMA and AT/, .GO received some shrapnel cas-
ualties .from ncar hits, One destroyer had hmlf,of the stern blc
off by a torpedo., I think that it was the NLGANLMI.

During the attack I was in a small boat carrying 2 message from
the Commander-in=Chief of the Southeastern Arca Fleast to the
Cormmander-in-Chief of the Second Fleet, I (Capt. OHMAE) was
straffed by a dive-bomber, One of the members of the boat crew
was wounded but that was the only damagz, About 1300 the ships
finnlly rendezvoused'and returned to TRUK where they werc re-
paired. Some of them required quite a long time before operatin:
again,

On the 11lth there were very few naval vessels present because
thev were being repaired in TRUK, About a dozcen transports were
sunk which was very discouraging to cveryonc, The AGLANO which
hnd received minor structural damage on the 5th rrceived a torpedc
hit in the stern and could only turn in circlc:, It was later
repaired., The SUZANAMI (DD) was sunk,

s What overall o_#,ct Adid the SOLOMON campaign have upon your plans

L. The loss of the SOLOMOY Islands was not too important but the
losses in ships and pilots trying to hold them was vital, When
the war started it was not planned to take the QOLOMOMS Howeve
the early actinons were so easy that it was decid led To lhcrease
the perimeter defense line and to galn a position which would
control Americon traffic to AUSTRALIL, Expansion into the SOL4
0MONS from JABAUL was then enrried out, Unfortunately we also
carried out other expansion =t the gsame-time Irnstead of goneolid-
ating our holdings 1n that arcis

v

Lfter. you coptured GUADALCANAL we still thought that we would be
~ble to retake it and use it as an outpost for thre defensce of
the Erpire. This effort was very costly both a ¢ the time and 11
later operatlions b:cquu we were never nble to r eover from the
ship and pilot lnsses received in that area.

As yvou advence:d through the SOLOMONGS it was necegsary 1o Pevise

our dsfenss 1. .nesz, Whenl you cecupded the MUNDA arca abouu
September 1945, *wg uOLONION Islands became just an wut&r defen-
et aven Tovr RABAUL., Then RABLUL lost 1ts effectivenesgs atter

youn occupled nlW GIORGIA, BOUGHL. ”VILLL iR ond SALAMEUA

ink' that a major reason for our defensive Iailurc

Was due L 33“5 of our neval air power, First we lost our
st mnprietrs ot MIDWAY then our pilots in the “ LOMONS, Due to

ol redpetion of 1unl we weres unable to proper..y trnin replace-

I """"Ti(::.“ _,.r_\"""! 7 .l..‘., t
j‘i VR P ..-r’.dl-:.;L_L.-,_:.,\ J.J
"‘\
—

mencs even, aough we weru able to produce carriers, In the
M NSHALL-GILBERT campaign we were unable:to support the Lelnnag-.

because we were afraid to riek ‘s fleet aetion without alrcovel,
The defense of those islands was made by a few land-bascd planes
~nd the military garrisons, You rnoved too quickly for us TO To=
plﬁce our losse¢se, 'The same thing happened through the MARIANAG

anid ‘the PHILIPPIMAE
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BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL
12 NOV. 1942

PLAN OF BOMBARDMENT OF AIRFIELD, GUADALCANAL,
NIGHT OF 12 NOVEMBER, I942. BOMBARDMENT GROUP

ARRIVED SAVO ISLAND 2200 BUT DELAYED 40 MINU-
TES DUE TO UNFAVORABLE WEATHER REPORT FROM

OBSERVATION POST ON GUADALGANAL.,

ROUNDS. 438. ILLUMINATION. 2 REGGCO SEAPLANES.
RANGE. 18—23 KM. USSBS No 467
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BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL
14 Nov. 1942
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X3NNV

MOVEMENTS OF CRUDIV 7

I3TH. AT 2230 SEPARATED FROM MAIN BODY OF SUPPORTING UNIT NORTHWEST OF SAVO ISLAND,
AND HEADED FOR BOMBARDMENT OF GUADALCANAL AIRFIELD

s TH 2328\ sUZUYA AND MAYA BOMBARD ENEMY AIRFIELD AT LUNGA CAPE
| 0005 /IN THE INTERIM_ ATTACKED 3 TIMES BY ENEMY PT BOATS. DROVE THEM OFF.

0600 JOINED UP WITH MAIN BODY AND TOOK SOUTHERN ROUTE USSBS No 467
WNO IO‘._ZB_____‘
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