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i nt To The noon
by Lu Shuen

Translated by E. C, Hsu

The clever animal actually understood the rider’s feelings: as soon as it saw the

" gate, the horse began to slow down its pace. Like its master on its back, it drooped

its head simultaneously and began to limp at each step like one thrashing rice.

Evening began to hover over the great house; thick curls of cooking smoke rose

from the neighboring houses; it was time for supper. Having heard the sound of the

horse-hoofs, the servants of the house were already waiting for him out of the gate

“and standing erectly to welcome him. Yi lazily alighted from the horse beside a

garbage-heap and the servants took over the reins and the whip immediately. As he
was just entering the gate, he bent his head to look at his quiver, hanging on his
girdle, still full of new arrows, and at the net in which were three crows and one
little sparrow that had been shot to pieces. He hesitated. But at last he had to go
in courageously with big strides. As he walked, the arrows began to clang noisily in
the quiver. | | |

Just entering the inner court yard, he saw Chang-Nguh peeping from a round
window. He knew that she had such sharp eyes that she must have seen the crows.
Unconsciously he gave a start and halted simultaneously -but he cbuld not help going
in, All the maid-serants came out tﬁ help him in taking off the crows and loosing
the net. He had a feeling that they were all smiling‘ bitterly.

“Madam,”’ - called he as he entered the chﬁmber after washing,

Chang-Nguh had been looking out of the round window at the evening sky. She

turned her head slowly and looked coldly at him without answering.

He had long grown used to this state of things at least it had been more
than a year. Still he went near and sat opposite her, on a wooden couch on which

was spread a leopard-skin of which the fur had been worn thin. He scratched his



head and mumbled,
“Our luck seems to be no better to-day. There are only some crows—-"

“H'm!"said Chang-Nguh arching her brows, Suddenly she stood up; as she dashed

out of the room, she murmured, ‘“‘Crow’s meat noodles again! Crow’s meat noodles

agaiﬁ_! ‘.}Vhd would eat crows meat noodles all the year round! I really don’t underst~
stand what a piece of bad luck made me marry you and cat crow’s me:ﬂé nmdles
_all year long!” | |

"Madam”, whispered Yi as he stood up hastily upland followed after hef, "Our

luck isn’t so bad to-day. I have shot a little sparrow to make you a dish. Niu Shinl”

he called the maid-servant loudly,” go to bring the sparrow and show it to your mi-
stress!” | | | . .

The game had already been taken to the kitchen. Niu- Shin went to pick the
sparrow out from the crows. She held it with both her hands and placed it before
Cha.n_g-I Nguh for inspection..' _

“H'm’! as she looked at it_a;nd squeezed it slowly with her hand, she was not
satisfied and said, “What a mess! Isn't it all shot to pieces? Where is the meat?”

““Yes”, said Yi with his heart ha.mmering' tumultuously,“ it is all shot to pieces,
My bow was too strorig and the tip of my arrow too big”,

“Couldn‘t you use a smaller arrow?”’

“I haven’t a smaller one . Ever since I shot the wild boar and the python~-"’

“Is this a boar or a pythén?” As soon as she said this she turned her head to
Niu— Shin and said, “Make a soup out of it.” Then she went back to the chamber,

Yi was left alone sitting stupidly with his back against the wall. He heard the
crackle of the fire-wood in the kitchen. He began to recall the size of the boar that
~ he shot yeafs ago. It was g little moond in a dista.nce_. If he had -not killed it then
and had saved it till now, it would have been enough to furnish rriéat for half a

. year. He could not have had to worry about food every day. Then there was' the
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python; what delicious soup it would make-——, _

. Nin-Yi came to light the lamp. On the opposite wall hung a scarlet bow with
scarlet arrows to match, and 2 black bow mated with Ble}cknarrows, a cross-bow, a
sword and a dagger, which all show themselves in the dim light Of. the lamp. Lo-
okihg at them, Yi drooped hishead and sighed. Then Niu-Shin brought in the dinner
wl}ich she laid on the table in the centre of the room. On the left there were five
big bowls of plain noodies; on the right were two big bowls ahd a bowl of soup; and
there was a big bowl of gravy made of crow’s meat.

When Yi tasted the food he found that it was actually not pala.table he secretly
looked at Chang-Nguh who would not even Iook at the gravy. She merely put some
soup 1n ker noodles and left the table before she had finished the food, He felt that
she seemed unusually pale and thin; he was afraid that she might be ill.

Late in the evening, she became more soc1a.b1e and was sitting sﬂently on her
bed drinking water. Yi sat on the wooden couch beside her with his hand stroking
the old 1e0pard - skin of which the fur had been worn. thin. He sighed and said gently, -
“This leopard of the west hill was shot before our wedding. How beautiful it was
then! It imd a golden sheen all over. Then he began to think of the food in those
days: of a bear he only ate the four paws, and of camels he ate the humps only
while the rest was given to the maids and men-servants. When the big animalé
were exhausted, he had to shoot the boars, ra.bb1tsJl and.pheasants. His art of sho-
oting was so skillful that he could get as many as he wanted. “My archery was too
marvelous and I shot until there was nothlmg left to shoot. Whoever thought then
that there should be left only crows for food-——

“H'm’” said Chang-Nguh with a faint smile.

“Well, we are rather fortunate to-doy;” said Yi beginning to show more spirit,

“at last I actually shot a sparrow,and I had to g6 thirty li out of my way to find it

too.”?



“Couldn‘t you go a little further?”

“Yes, madam! That is what I am thinking. I am going to get up earlier to-mo-

rrow. If you happen to wake up-early, make me up then I am prepared to go fifty "
li farther to see if there are any deer or rabbits——-, But I have my doubts. When :
I shot the boar and the python, there were so many animals! You probably still ’

remember how there were quite a number of black bears passing before your mother s’

house and how she often asked me to go to shoot them.”

“Is that so?”” asked Chang Ngnh doubtfully. She did not seem to yemember.

““Whoever thought that there would be nothing left to shoot now. When I come

to think of it, I really don’t know what we are going to living upon. Of courseI_don"t :
mind it so much; ail T have to do s to take the magic pill given by the TaloiSt, and

I can then fly, But first I have to make plans for you-—. So to morrow I am pré-.:

pared to go further—.”

“H’m”said she, who had finished her drinking. She lay down slowly and closéd -

her eyes.

The flickering light of the lamp shone dimly on her face: her face-powder '
had f‘tded the sockets of her eyes looked sunken and yellow; the black lines of her °

two brows seemed d1fferen’c. But her lips were still feverishly red. Although she did
not smile, one could detect the dimples on her cheeks.

“Such a person; yet all the year round I give her nothing else to eat but crow's
‘meat noodles---” meditated Yi and blushed with shame down to the neck.

(Continued}
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